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18 THE ATLANTIS STORY

power and its imperial ambitions. Athens, meanwhile, reled on the
excelence of it constiution and the valour of its twenty thousand
hoplites. By some divine chance’, what the Egyptian priests had told
Solon was strangely similar to the Republic according to Socrates
and Plato (Timaeus 2se, Critas 110c, 1); ‘As for the military dlass,
which had been separated off at e commencement by divine heroes
and dwele apart, it was suppled with all that was required for its
sustenance and training’ (Critas 1100). At that time Athens was an
immense acropoli, minutely described in the Critas,” that extended
from the Gulf of Corinth to the and of Oropos. Athens was a spatial
city, not at all the perfect city constructed in the Republic. On the
contrary, it had more in common with the ity of Magnesia that
Plato was to construct in his las book, the Laws"

“The cty described in the Critas was as unified as could be and
a3 landtlocked as could be imagined, with neither ports nor, clearly.
2 navy, in sharp contrast to.the Athens that Plato knew, which
presented the very image of the skeleton of  ick man’ (Criias 1116,
At the centre of the Actopolis stood the sanctuary of the founding
ods, Hephacstus and Athena, who embodied respectively the love of
craftsmanlike skils (tchné) and the love of wisdom, in other words
philosophy (Crcias 1090). Around this stood the collctive dwellings
o barracks of the Guardians. Beyond these the artisans and peasants
lived,all within thi one precinc, s it were, the endosure of a single
dweling’ (Crcas 112b). I allformed a single un or unity; only one
other element mattered: that of the male and female warriors, which
had to be maintained at ‘sbout twenty thousand. There was a single
spring that provided an inexhaustible fiow of water (Critas 112d)
Here the people lived and they and their children's children grew
old, passing on thei terrain and their institutions ‘in succession,
unaltered, to others like themselves’ (Cricias 1120). In this terrain
“they dwelt, acting as guardians of their own itizens and as leaders
by their own consent of the rest of the Greeks' (Cricias 112d-e).
Itis surely not exaggerated to suggest that this primitive Athens,
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THE ATLANTIS THEME IN ANTIQUITY 7

position, we have one text in which it is dlear that, even when
presented with an opportunity to spesk of Atlants, he carefully
avoided doing so. The text in question i of considerabl importance
since it i believed to have inspired Christopher Columbus to seck 3
direct route leading from Gibraltar to India and China. What exactly
does Asistotle say?* He has just stated that the earth i both round
and spherical and that it s not gigantic since ifferent stars are seen
25 one journeys from south to north. He adds:

For this reason those who imagine that the rgion around the Pills

of Heracesfoins up o th regons o Inda and tht in this vay the

ocean is one are o, it would seem, suggestng anyting uterly

Iible. They produce slso in spport f their contention the

nat clephants are 4 species found at the extremitis of both

. srguing that this phenomenon at the extremes i due (o
nmunication between the

e Calo 1, 34, 2988)

Ths is a powerful argument for, without naming Herodotus, it
refutes him. Herodotus (I, 58-106) believed that the strangest and
most marvellous regions were o be found at the outermst limits of
the earth, for the very reason that they constituted its extremities.
Aristotle reckoned that it was because the same sea Joined Africa
and Asia that elephants were to be found in both. At a stroke,
given that the ends of the earth joined up, they were no longer its
extremities.

In the Criias (14e-1353), elephants were said t0 be present in
Adantie thanks to the superabundant nature that provided more
than enough to feed this animal which ‘f ts nature i the largest
and the most voracious’ This mention o elephants suggests that, had.
Avistotle flt the lightest interest in Atantis,this would have been a
go0d opportunity for him to discus it in detal and o offr his own
description of wht sy beyond the Pills of Heracles. It was ndeed
a fine opportunity, but the point s that Aristotle did not seize it
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from Sas; Plato only mentions learned men from Sais. Furthermore,
Plutarch makes the ‘Atantic’ dialogue, that is the Critias, 3 work of
Plato's extreme old age that was left unfinished. As | have already
stated in Chapter 1, 1 myself do not believe it to be unfinished. If
any dialogue of Plato's bears signs of incompletion, it s obviously
the Laws, which are followed by the Epinomis, frequently attributed
to Plato’s ‘secretary’, Philip of Opus. But, whatever the case may be,
the comparison of the Criias and the unfinished temple of Olympian
Zeus s 2 superb lierary fourish.

Later, around AD 200, Athenaeus of Naucratis, the author of
 huge index in the form of & literary symposium, entited The
Deipnosophists (XIV, 690a) cites in relation to the word metadorpia,
meaning a ‘dessert, a short fragment from the Critias (13b) in
which Plao uses the word: but this is 2 philologists note, no more.
Later still, the last of the great Roman historians, the stern and
baroque Ammianus Marcellinus (XVII, 7) writes about the different
kinds of earthquakes. Among them are eruptions 5o violent that an
island ‘vaster than Burope’ was engulfed by the Atlantic Ocean.” The
mention of Europe seems to indicate that Ammianus's comments
do not stem directly from Plato. In contrast to Pliny the Elder,
Ammianus Marcellinus manifests no scepticism at alla to the reality
of ‘the facts'

However, at the time when Ammianus Marcellinus was writing,
the second half of the fourth century AD, a huge change was taking
place: the Roman Empire was turning into a Christian one, which
meant that the spiritual ancestors of the emperor's subjects were no
longer the heroes o the Trojan War but Abraham and Moses. In other
words, Christians, who aspired to be the verus Israe, the one true
Israel, now thought that history began not in Mycenae or Cnossus,
but in Ur of the Chaldes and then continued in Jerusalem.

However, in order for the Graeco-Roman world to become Jewish,
the Jews had first to become Greeks. As Elias Bickerman points
out in an observation that I have often cited, ‘the Jews became the
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cover.jpeg
o
of Pl

ato's Myth






index-155_2.png





index-173_1.png





index-10_1.png
i THE ATLANTIS STORY

criticize obliquely and sometimes ot just obliquely the maritime
imperialsm of contemporary Athens, for the story of Atlantis is of
a wealthy and prosperous state that, overconfident in its sea power,
turned aggressor and invaded its neighbours, and this bears obvious
similarities to the recent behaviour of the Athenians during the
Peloponnesian war.

Plato goes into extraordinary detail concerning the geographical
location and extent of Adanti, the layout of the city and its
hinterland, its political and religious institutions and its eventual
demise. This comes after it los its sense of unity and justice—when
the Gods chose to punish it first by its defeat in the war with
ancient Athens, then by engulfing it under the waves and mud that
thereafter made the passage between the ancient continent and
Europe impassable.

With all that detail to hand, some ancient and many more modern.
writers have asked whether Plato was indeed drawing on some folk
memory of real events. The hunt was on to identify the real Atlantis
behind the myth, and as Vidal-Naquet shows, the answers have been
astonishing. Many have found Atlants in the continent Columbus
“discovered', of course, but other candidates have been proposed in
droves, Africa,bits of mainland Europe, even Sweden. Time and again,
astonishingly, the image of the ancient Atlantis has been tumed
into a vision of some kind of paradise. The account of its wealth is
retained, but that of ts aggression and injstice suppressed. Myth-
making, as the anthropologists have taught us, s always a complex,
‘multi-motivated activity of the human and social imagination. What
is extraordinary about the way Plato's myth of Atlantis has been
used, is that this has depended not on the re-telling of an oral
tradition, but on the appropriation, manipulation and distortion of
highly polished texts by often highly literate individuals. But while
al the varying solutions on offer protest implicitly or explicity that
they do a better job than their rivals of meeting the geophysical
specifications present in Plato’ texts, none realizes, let alone admits,
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like a cinema hall* in which the spectators are tied down. And in
the Timaeus, Plato really does seem to be envisaging the cinematic
principle. Here is what Socrates,after summarizing the concusions
of the Republic, goes on to say: Gladly would I isten to anyone who
should depict in words our State contending against others in those
struggles which States wage, and in how proper 3 spirit it enters
upon war,with right onitsside. But immediately before expressing
this wish, he describes his frustration as follows:

1 may compare my fecling o something of this kind: suppos, for
nstance,tha on seing besutfl creture, whether works of art
actully Sive but i repose, 5 man should be moved with desire to
" el them in motion nd vigorously engagedinsome such exercise
‘cemed suiable to thei physique; wel, tht s the vy feling |

¢ regarding the Stte that we have described
(Timaess 10b0)
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with Plato’s story. To clinch the matter, he pointed out that the
Mexican word for water was atl Before this, in 1535, Gonzalo
Femandez de Oviedo, another spokesman of the royal court, had
published a Historia general y natual de las Indias, in which he
explained that the Antiles were none other than the Hesperides
and belonged by fullright to the Spanish crown. Charles V. who had
been apprised of this in 2533, told the author of is satisfaction
at learning ‘that for three thousand and eighty years aleady, these
lands have been royal property and that God, after so many years,
has restored them to their ower’**

A further step forward was taken by a Flemish subject of the
king of Spain. Ina posthumous text published in 1580, . Van Gorp
(Goropius Becanus) explaned that ancient Tarsis,the Tarss of both
the Bible and Herodotus (Tartessos), the frerunner of modern Spsin
and the capital of Atlntis, had been founded by two brothers, Als-
Tartessus and Odysseus: Hesperus, both of whom were grandsons of
Japhet. The elder, Als, took precedence over his brother and his
successors, the kings of Span, thus cearly held rights over Adlantic
Africa snd America*

Meanwhile, in 1572, Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa produced 2
Historia general lamada Indica i which h similary informed Philip
1 that, in the past, Adlantis, that s to say America lay alongside
Europe and, by divine right, belonged to him >

In all firness o human inteligence, i should be noted tht it was
also in Spain, in Sevlle in 1580, that the Natural and Moral Histery
of the West Indes by Father José de Acost, one of the founders of
ethnology, was published. Its author had the good sense to dissocate
from America both the myth of Adantis and the story of the ten
tribes.™

s far as Adlantis was concerned, José e Acost found atleast one
appreciative reader,in France, namely Michel de Montaigne. | canniot
sist the pleasure of cting chapter YOO of Book I of his Essays,the
famous chpter 'On Cannibal’
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mysteries of the island of W is called Apfeistabl, ‘apple of steel’or.
10 be more precise, ‘applesteel. All it takes 1o get from Atalanta
to Atants is one dropped lecter. Letter-drapping is 3 game to

which Perac has accustomed us. In his work entitled La Disparition
(The Disappearance), Perec contrives never to use the letter ‘.
Adantis, to0, & a tale sboue a disappearance, albeit admittedly not
the diszppearance of aletter, but that of & continent,
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in the presence of Socrates, and a third time, in more detail n the
dialogue that bears Critias’s name. It s story that has undergone
a series of rememberings (26). Yet, even ss he insists that he is
speaking the truth, Plato presents us with a icttious Solon:

fonly he Solon]had not taken p pocty 3  by-play bt had worked
hard a it ke others, and i he had complted the stry he brought
herefrom Egype,instead of beig oblige to Ly it aide owing to the
seitions and all the other eis he found here on his return,—why
then. T sa. neithr Hesiod nor Homer nor another poet would ever
have proved mere famous than he.

(Timaess 33c-4)

‘What better way of conveying that the Solon into whose mouth
Plato puts his words is a itiious igure and that the Athens that it
described and that defeats Atlants befor the sland s swallowed up
by the sea that alo sweeps away the land of Athens s simply 3 poetic
iction? The poem that Solon never wrote has been constructed by
Plato and the story that Critas tell s based on notes written in
Greek by Solon (Cricas 113b) and preserved by Critias’s family.

“The fictional narrative i thus transmitted by three sets of igures.
One of these is Egypt, or rather Egyptian priests who,in Pato, 3¢ in
Herodotus, bear witness to the antiquity of the history of the human
race. Herodotus (I, 142),aleady, believed that Egypt had survived 2
most curious phenomenon: Four times in thi period, the sun rose
contrary to his wont; twice he rose where he now sets, and twice he
set where he now rises” Only the country through which the Nile
Bows could testify to those changes. Pato’s Bgype* is a repository of
the antiquity of the world, but—paradoxicaly enough—it testifies
that Athens is even more ancient than Egypt itsl, for Athens had
already existed for  thousand years when Sais was founded (23¢).

Only the Egyptians could testify that nine thousand years before
Solon, two antagonistic powersficed each other Athens and Atlantis
“The strength of Alanti ayin the number of its sodies, ts maritime
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s book The Atfanis Syndrame (2001)." he decided he could do ne
better than pick the scene in which the heroes of Twenty Trousand
Leoguee under the Sea, Captain Nemo and Professor Atronax, his
enorced guest, explors the runs of the capital dly of Atantis, 450
rautical miles off the Adantie coast of Morocco. The text is a famous
one and shows that Jules Verne was well sbreast of all the existing
biterature an Atlantis snd was well informed zbout both thoze who
balieved the legend and those who called 1t a fable. Let me simply
note, fxse. that Captain Nemo, an Indian price at war wath the
Beleish (the Cipayes revole of Indians serving in the British anmy

curred in 1857) manifests 0o hostlicy at all toward the Germanic
‘woeld; and secondly, that two out of three of the hernes of Verne’s
Voyage to the Centre of the Earth are Germans who are extremely
sympathetic

The 1870-71 war was soon to change all hat. In The Five Hundred
Millons of the Begum (2875) the hostile figure of the German made
s appearance very much in the guise that it was to retain for several
generstions.

Here is 2 rapid summary of the plot of this story. Two men, ane
Brench, Doctor Seerasin, the ather German, Professar Schultz, from
the Universicy of lena, find themselves to be the sole co-heirs to
» gigantic fortune left by the Begum, 2n Indian princess who had
married a French advencurer, The two taen use thelr inheritances in
very differsnt ways. The French doctor, a hygiene speciahs, builds, in
Oregon, then & vircually virgin territory, an ideal city in which all the
Tules of hygiene and mascobine democracy are applied. This perfect

oy s called France-Vill. Tt is comstructed by thoussnds of Chinese
coolies who do not veceive their wages until they leave (tacism is to
be deplored, of course, but there ar limits .. ), Every citizen of an
age t0 bear arms belongs to the militia respansible for defending the
toum. A fow leagues away, Herr Schultze bas bull Stablstad, 2 town.

of st a kind of factory-cum-ciry that is & gigantic imitation of
the Krupp Eactories. It produces and exports thoutands af cannars,
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wrte in French, he was, of ourse, uterly unaffected by any kind of
Atanto-nationalism
L am also grateful to Marco Cardifor the information that Chares
Darvin, the author of On the Orign o Specis (1855), under the
inflence of, among others, the botanist JD. Hooker, reverted to
the hypothesis of 4 lost continent to which the Atantic islands
testified since they consituted the tips ofis ighest mountins. This
only goes to show that science most defniely neithr progresses
consisendly forward nor speaks with 3 single voie.
Fayence, July 2005





index-68_1.png
5 THE ATLANTIS $TORY

The ifth-century neoPlatonist, Proclus (312-85). wrote a
commentary on the Timaeus that V. Rossi saw as displaying a
“speculative virtuosity comparable to that of Hegel, an epigraph
that Father AJ. Festugiére uses to preface his magnificent French
translation of this commentary” Half a century ago. Victor
Goldschmidt who, along with Henri Marguerite, was one of my
teachers in Platonic studies, used o tell me, ‘Don't read Proclus
He's a pedant. Read Plotinus” But once | discovered that Proclus had
written  commentary not only on the Timaeus but also the Critas,
there could be no question of my not reading him.

Before proceeding further, I should add that Proclus, like his
teachers lamblichus and, more directly, Syrianus, was as much 3
neo-Bythagorean as a neo-Platonist. In one of his earliest works, he
refers 0 a so-clled Treatise on Nature by ‘Timaeus of Locri, which
in truth, a first-century forgery, and he even repeats the accusation
that Plato plagiarized it. A.E. Taylor who, in his own Commentary on
che Timaeus,” insists that Plato was trying to express the ideas of 2
Pythagorean of the fifth century Be, is, in his own very particular
way, 2 disiple of Proclus

Eight centuries on from Plato, to what extent could Proclus get
a handle on the author on whom he wrote a commentary? Where
Plato is concemed, Prodlus seems to suffer from one blind spot:
namely, politics and everything concerning the polis, whether that
polis be the one in which Plato himself lived or the one of which
he paints a picture. In the prologue to his commentary, Proclus
explains that the Republic represents the celestial order and he cites.
the famous statement that more or less brings Book IX to a close:
.. the city whose establishment we have described, the city whose
home is in the ideal, T think that it can be found nowhere on earth

Perhaps there is a patten of it laid up in heaven for him who
wishes to contemplate it and, so beholding, to constitute himself its
citzen' (Republic X, 592b). Proclus adds tht the war against Atantis
‘resembles the sublunary world produced by conflct and change’**
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eaple of the Book only when that book was translted into Greek
Itis 2 long story that begins in Alexandria but in which Jerusslem
also plays a vial part.

The works of two Jewish authors of the firs century have been
transmitted to us not by the Jews, who for 3 long time sought to
ignore them, but by Christians, who bequesthed to us texts written
in Greek, in many cases in the Attczing style. The two authors
are Flavius Josephus and Philo of Alexandria. Josephus took no
interest in Atantis, but Philo did. Philo was an Alexandrian Jew
who endeavoured to reconclle the suthority of the Bible, in other
words of Moses the Lawgiver, with that o the Greek philosophers
from Plato down to the Stocs. As o chronclogy, Philo ws plagued
by doubes at all. Moses established his laws o, long before
He 4 (makrots de chronois proteron).” I the same treatise, known
in cin as the De Aeternitate Mundi, but whose tite ought to be
On the Incorrpeiilcy of the Worl, Philo is led to refer briefly to
the catastrophe in which Atantis perished. He speaks of it in terms.
similar to those used by his near contemporary, Pliny the Eldr.
What does Philo say? Having just reminded his readers that while
some ilands rise up out of the seas, others re swallowed up by it,
he goes on o declare, The island of Adlantis, greater than Libya and
Asia put together”, a5 Plato says i the Timacus,"in a single day and
night, through extraordinary earthquakes and foods,sank below the
sea and suddenly disappesred”, turning into 3 sea which was not
navigable but full of abysses Philo’s st remark suggests that he was
ot solely following Plato. Unlike both Plto and Aristote,he makes
o mention of the mud covering the vanished island-continent.
Had he done 30, he would have raised problems of consstency with
Biblcal Antiquity and its tale of the great Food.

However sure they were about the antiquity of their laws and
their special relationship with the one true God who was their
master, Jewish intellctuals nevertheless remained dependent upon
those whom they attacked. For all that Flavius Josephus, in his
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land. The former was imperialstic and had set about the conquest
of the Hyperboreans; the latter was peace-loving and reaped the
products of the earth without having to till it. Furthermore, the
Meropes were blessed with two rivers, Pleasure and Sorrow (Hedone
and Lupe). Whoever fed upon the products of the Lupe wasted away.
in tears, while whoever enjoyed the fruits of the trees that bordered.
the river of Pleasure lived his lfe in reverse order, starting old and
ending up young. Theopompus was clearly familiar with not only
Plato’s Cricias but also the myth told in the Statesman.

This ironical pastiche of the Critias was preserved by Aelan
(Historical Miscellany 11, 18) Thanks to him, Theopompus's text
passed down through the centuries, so that the ruins of Meropia and
its towns even came to be known by the heroes of Twenty Thousand
Leagues under the Sea. Without citing his sources, the same Aelian
(On the Characterisics of Animals XV, 2)telsof the existence, beyond
the strais of Bonifacio, of gigantic sea-rams whose horns served as
crowms for the kings of Atantis. The royal examples provided are
reminiscent of the first kings of Macedon following the death of
‘Alexander, which suggests that Aelian's source may be traced to the
Iate Hellenistic period.

But, o return to Theopompus: what i striking about his text is
that he replaces the Platonic allegory by another allegory, -howing
that he had understood the significance of Plato’s one. Theopompus's
story provoked the irony of the Christian Tertulian (Adversus
Hermogenem 25.5).

Aristotle was a figure of  quite diffeent calibre from Theopompus
of Chios. Most scholars are content to follow Strabo, who contrasts
Aristotle favourably with Poseidonias of Apamea (133-51 5¢), a
Stoic philosopher and geographer of the Hellenistic period. Strabo
comments that the same applies to Plato and Adlantis as does to
Homer and the wall constructed in the plain of Troy by the Achaeans:
he cites Aristotle’s comment (on Homer): whoever created it also
destroyed it (Strabo II, 102 and XIll, 598). As regards Aristotle’s
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1 have used the following English translations of Classical authors,
in the Loeb Classical Library.

Asistotle
De Cal, trans. by WKC. Guthri, 1945
Meteoralagica, trans. by HDP. Lee, 1963

Dionysius of Hlicarnasus
Letter o Pompey, trans. by Stephen Usher, 1961

Herodotus
Histois, trans. by AD. Godley, 1946

Lucian
‘A True Story, crans. by AM. Harmon, 1979

Philo of Alexandria
'De Aetenitate Munds, rans. by EH. Colson, 1943

Plato
Crites, Menexenus, Timaeus, rans. by R.G. Bury, 1936
Laws, rans. by RG. Bury, 1926
Republic,trans. by Paul Shorey, 1946

Tertullian
Apology, rans. by TR. Glover, 966
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reckoned that the Jews were the pivot of ancient history, he also
thought that the Caesars, who reigned by the grace of god, were
worthy of Chrisian prayers for their salvation (KK, 3. Such was
the first encounter between Christians and Atlantis.

‘Adopting the same line a5 Tercullian, the Christian ortor Amobius
listed the catastrophes that had struck the world, ranging from
scourges of locusts to the abduction of Helen, earthuakes and the
fll of Atanti, pointing out that they were nothing to do with the
Christans. For Arnobius,the destruction of Atantis was  historical
event, just a5 were the conquests of Alexander™ He was writing at
the very beginning of the fourth century,at the time of Diocletian's

ersecutions.™

One anda haf centuriesater, when the Roman Westwas beginning
> crumble, Constantinople was the capital of a Roman Empire that
ould already be called Byzantine. This was the time of ‘the last
agans’ whose chronicles Perre Chauvin has summarized vith such
verve.™ Clealy, the paganism that Theodosius tried to exadicate in
392 was quite different from the paganism encountered by Cicero
or even by Tertullian. The last ant-Christian Emperor, Julian the
Apostate’(360-3) was & neo-Platoni rather than a fllower of the
eraditional reliion of the Greeks and the Romans. André Piganiol,
i his Empire Chrécien, even calls him 2 saint ™

“The weight of the State was immense, even—as my teacher Henri

Marmou s3id—to_the point of being toulitarin. But sometimes
those in authority, whether pagan or Christian, while refusing to
tolerate any "political e, in the Graeco-Roman sense of the word,
would nevertheless express themselves atlengeh in Platonic terms.
The preamble to the "Maximom Edict’ appeared in 301, at the time
of Diodetian, and fragments of this have been found scattered
throughout the Empire, in particuar at Ancyra (Ankara). They
dlosely resemble the kind of prooimion (prelude) the theory and
practice of which Plato discusses in his last, monumental, work,
the Laws.
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Rivaud,see sbove, n 13, . 337. On the names of the kings of Arlancls,
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of Aantis, of statues of one hundred Nereids, aquatic deites, anl of
the ten kings' wives, alo seulpted in gold
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the planets:fo s ot Atantis divided into seven ircles? Another is
Origen, who detects in the Athens-Atantis conflct  clash between
o categories of demans, one side more numerous, the other more
powerful and of better caliee. Similaly, Numenius of Apamaes,
whom we have already encountered, sees the Athenians as noble
souls, the people of Atlantis 15 souls attached to geness. Porphyry
believes that the West s  place of harmful demons’

Produs has much more to say about the beliefs of his teachers,
Tamblichus and Syrianus: the opposition between the world of the
One and that of the Dyad and between the Same and tne Other,
Moverment and Rest,the Limited and the Limitless, i 3 cosmic one.
This 5 the interpretation which Proclus himself inally adopts (and,
a5 1 have tied to show, it is indeed the interpretation to which
Platos text leads),

s usual, Proclus produces 3 wealth of analogies. He has correctly
perceived the link with the Persian Wars:

Since the Persan expediton came from the st sgainst the Greeks,
and partcularly against the Athenans, Pto introduces the Atlantc
war from the West, 50 that the it ofthe Athnians may be seen 35
& centre casiating disorderly bsbarc multivades pouring agsinst it
from both sdes

(470, 10-20)

Over and above that human analogy he presents 3 divine one, with
the Olympians on the Athenian side, the Titans (incuding Atas)
on the side of Atlantis. Furthermore, the Pllars of Hercules mark
the frontier between the Same and the Other, and Proclus conects
thi with the boundless sea of diversiy’to which the myth in the
Statesman vfers (2734). Proclus goes on o say: ‘Matter is described
by the worst of terms; it is said to be limitless, dark, irational,
immoderate, aprinciple of divrsity nd the dyad. just asthe Adantic
ocean is named after Atantis’ (175, 20-5). Remarkably enough.
whereas Diodorus and the ‘Orphic’ poets speak much of Crete,as do
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4 THE ATANTIS STORY

o less instructive history of human opinions” In conclusion, he
declared, ‘Some have thought that they recognized Atlantis in the
New World. No, it belongs to a different world, one to be found not
in the spatial domain but in that of thought” Nothing could be more
true, and 1 have long been of the opinion that the history of ll these:
ramblings should have been brought to a close at the point where
Martin reached his conclusion. "He was the first (but not the last)
cholar who seems sober, after so many drunkards’, a5 the contem-
porary philosopher Jacques Brunschwig, himself n excellent disciple
of Aristotle, remarked to me, frely paraphrasing what Aristotle says.
about Anaxagoras in Metaphysics A 984b 15-15.

What we have before us are two dialogues, o rather two fragments.
The Timaeus is an austere dialogue that contains an account of Platos
‘physics, relayed by Timaeus of Locris, a figure about whom all we
really know is what Plato i prepared to tel us in the dialogue that
bears his name:

Our friend Timaeusis a natve of a most wellgoverned State, Talsn
Locri, and infeior to none of its citizens either in property or in
rank and not only has he occupied the highest ofices and posts of
honourin his State, but he ha also, in my opinion, attained the very
summit of eminence in all branches of philosophy.’

‘The sources that present him as a Pythagorean are all lter than
Plato and are inspired by this dialogue. His historical existence is
ot proven but not improbable.

However, it is not Timaeus but Critias who tell the story that he
says he has heard from his grandfather and namesake, Critias the
Elder. This Critias, aged 90 at the time, attrbuted to Salon a story
that the priests of Neith (the Egyptian name for Athena) told the
Athenian Lawgiver long, long ago. It is more or less pointless to try to
establish a dramatic date for this dialogue. Hermocrates, who was to
be the spokesman of a third dialogue (Criias 1083), was a Syracusan
general who defeated the Athenians in 413 BC and left Syracuse
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spending some time in Egypt, could have been inspired to write the
Adantis legend by the explosion on Santarini

To be sure, his dating s differen from of that of Plato, who places
the event some 9,000 years before Solon, but inthe domain of dating.
all Kinds of liberties are permissible and possble. In 1967, Marinatos
began excavations on the Akrotii promontory of Santorini, where
he continued to work right up to his desth there, in 1974. He
had discovered a magnificent city of the Minoan type, which was
‘promptly dubbed the Bronze Age Pompeii Marinatos wis  great
patriot. However, despite the considersble masses of pumice-stone.
ejcted for great distances (even as far as Palesine) by the Santorini
volcano, I must confess that T do not believe that Pato’s invention
can be merged with the presence in Santorini of 1 town that Plato,
‘miraculously, moved to the Adantic Ocean.

‘And now, in default of finding Atantis and having returned the
myth that Plto created to Athens, let me try to sketch n its istory.
Itis true that Athens boasts an ‘Atantis Museurs'in an outlying
quarter of the modern capital: but when | tried to visi it in 2003,
Twas told that it was always closed.

Fayence, Juy 2003-September 2004

PS. It would be possble toproduce  pctre bock,arger than the present
volume, with llustrstions rangingfrom reek at o moden srp-cartoons
and ncluding fforts st map makin, I the present volume he lustrations
hat provide a modest counterpont to the text, sartng with the Up
Standard, ae simply intended to show tha the theme of the o ciis is
ar more ancent than the phiosopher who invented Atnti.
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Peris, to produce the trading peaples; unions between the Scythians
and the Peris produce the Medes, Aryans and so on. We are by pow
truly poles apart From Atlanto-nationalism as created by Rudbeck
and, befors him, by the Spanish theorists at the time of the great
discaveries and the empire of Charles V.

LHistire du genre humain presents a differen scenario, in which
3 more important role  assigned to the mythology of India. to
tahich Lis Leteres & Sophie made no more than a passing aiusion.
apart from thar, however, the message is identical. The object is
to bring together "the saceed books of all nations, including the
Bible, without favouring an ignorant and poor small country called
Judaes’ but certainly ot ignering the Bible, since Eabre himseli—
and he alone—holds the only true key to Ic ™ Much of this back is
devoted to a gigantic conflict between ‘the White Race’ and "the Black
Bace!, the tatter being the mare ancient, which, in ancient times,
‘dominated the earth and held the sceptce of pomer there’.

At this point, the great masters Rudbeck and Bailly make an
appearance, for Fabre certainly acknowledges s debt to thern;

‘The vague memory of the (Hordicl orgin [of the White Race] made

che north pole the nursery of the human race ... t gave rie to

the many traditons that led Olaus Rudbeck o place Placa's Adlantis

im Scandinaviz and authorised Baly to discern the cradle of al the

eares sciences, s and mythelogieson the deserted rocks whitened
the Fross of Sptsbergen.

I a footote, Babre at his point adds: Tn the writings of these two.
authors one may Tead the many testimonies with which they support
their assernions. They are inadequate for cheir hypotheses 15 a whole.
But they become irresistible in determining where the White Rac
iest ved and its place of origin

Fabre nevectheless has no qualms about shifting the locatian of
Atlanti,in conteadiction ¢ the two predecessors he has Just named.

Tae North is the home of the White race, which will become the






index-107_2.png





index-98_2.png





index-194_1.png





index-95_2.png





index-164_1.png
5 e g

e s e
p

e

e S






index-43_1.png
IN THE BEGINNING was PATO 2

25 yt i existence’ (Critas 1334-6). At once, an element of duality
is introduced. Athens has a single spring; Adantis has two, one
fowing warm from itssource,the other cold We are in  world of
‘oppositons. Cio presents Boseidon with fve pairs of male twins,
whom the god raises. Each paie comprises an eler and 2 younger
oin, and the eldest of them al is calld Atss: hence the name
of both the isand and the se, the Atantic Ocean. In tadiiona
myehology Atas was the so of the Tian laetus and it was he who
heldup the world but Plat portrays him a  totallydifferent igure.
Tt not necessary o be paticularly well nformed sbout Plao’s oal
teaching to claim that at this point we e n the rgion of what
sisotle calld th indefinite dyad o th geat and the smal,trsces
of which are also o be found in the Parmenids and the Phibus.”
Albert Rivaud comments, Th totl bsence of women i the oyl
lineage no doubt seems surprising But no subsequent explanation
for this remarkable deficency s given' ™

he island is fabulously wealthy it natual potential boundiess:
it s rich i sgriculture, n mines, old nd the famous orichacu,
in animals both domesticted and wld, including clephant, e
larges and the most voracous o bests, and alo n fruits, pseibly
evenlemons. ALl his that hallowed sand.. produced in marvelous
beauty and endies sbundance’ (Cris 3154-5).This i the realm o
the apeiron te limites

"This superabundance explins how it s that Atlanti, & negative
Utopia if ever there was ome, has over the centuriesconstantly been
reated 35 a posicive one,a ki of esrtly paradise.Perhapsthe best
explantion is that provided by Jean Frangois Mate

Thefascintion exerted over the years by the myth of Atantis perhaps.
s from ts generd specular stucture which, through ts profusion
of mages, eveals the impassale imits of myth and the ltimate
Slence of speech. I this sens,the Alanti mirror ppears right from
Che start a8 vt of deathin which all the antasie o subsequent
Utopias il be relected
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38 THE ATLANTIS STORY

Al the same, n his Meteorologica (1, 354232) Aristotle does explain
hat 'the water outside the Pillas of Heracies i shallow because of
the mud but calm because the sea lis in a hollow’ On this point
Aristotle,albeit with no intrest in 3 submerged Atants, followed
Plao, who descibed the strits 35 impassable, ‘being blocked up by
shosl mud which the island created as it settled down to the bottom
of the sea’ (Timaeus 25d). Obviously, on this point Asistotle allowed
Plto to pull the wool over his eyes

A callection of Mirabilia (Marvels) has also been ascribed to
Acstotle T source of many items in it is Theopompus* One
attentive sixteenth-century reader left a very meticulous summary
of it afte expressing his doubts about its atrbution to Aristotle:

He (Pseudo-ristolel tels how some Carthaginians struck out across
the Atlantic beyond the Sraits of Gibraltar,saled for a long time and
finally discovered 3 arge fertle sland entiely clothed in woodlands
and watered by gre deep ivers but very fa from any mainland; they.
and. others ater them, attacted by the richness and fertlty of the
ol emigeated with their wives and children and stated ivng there,
‘The Carchagiian lords,secin that ther country was being gradually
depopulated,expresly forbade any more o go there on pain of death
and drove out those new settlers,feaing, it is said, tha they would
in time increase s greatly that they would supplant them and bring.
down thei State.

This attentive reader-cum-translator was Michel de Montaigne,’
wriing in his chapter entitled ‘On Cannibals’ (Essays 1, xcx).
Hellenistc literature is one of scholars rather than researchers.
There are exceptions to this, the most important of which—even
including the philosophers—is Polybius. The same is true of Roman
literature, again with a few major exceptions. Many works have been
lost, one of the most important being the oeuvre of Poseidonius of
‘Apamaca, aprolific polymath and the teacher of Strabo (whose oeuvre,
forits part, has most fortunately been preserved). Poseidonius tends
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the stock of that genealogical tree. This man was an anatomist and
a distant discple of Vesalius, yet when he peered beneath the skin

of Sweden he discovered Atlantis * He reckoned that Scandinavian

runes had preceded the leters of Phoenicia and Greece. He excluded

Herodotus from the ranks of the world’s explorers on the grounds

that he made no mention of the Hyberboreans’ civilizing role. The

paradox, 15 Rudbecl saw it, was that it was through Plato that we.
Knew this story about Adlantis, even though the Greeks had always

lied to us. The long and the short of it is that, whatever the facts

may be, Rudbeck simply replaced lseael, in its role of the chosen

people, by Adlantis.

“The greatest puzzle of allis that Rudbeck was taken seriously by
plenty of clever peopl. In 1720, Newton asked to be sent a copy of
his Alantica® Rudbeck was both a contemporary of Descartes and
an iniiate into 2 ‘Gothic’ type of nationalism that first made its
appearance as carlyas the sixth century AD and that had made a great
splash at e Council of Basel i 1434, when Bishop Nicolas Ragaldi
solemnly declared that the kingdom of Sweden was more ancient,
stronger and nobler than any other. Far from being conquered by the
‘monarchs of Rome, it had obliged the Romans themselves to enter
into alliance with it. However, it was obviously in the seventeenth
century, i the period of Swedish history known as that of the ‘great
power, when Gustavus Adolphus was king (1611-32), that Gothic
primacy became the national myth of the Swedes.

Rudbeck himself dramatized the criticism that he was bound to
attract, and he did so with considerable wit. He imagines a scene
in which eminent doctors are discussing India in the presence of 2
Vel gardener (hortolanus). Presiding over the discussion is Apollo,
0 less * Apollo and the great doctors have discoursed at length but
theltle gardener does ot agree with them and dismisses all that he
has heard as chimerae atque delizamento, fantasy and nonsense. That's
a5 maybe’, he says to his interlocutors, but we to, the likes of us,
are men et nos homines), even if the great doctors (vos homines) are
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THE RETURN OF THE ATLANTES, 14851710 6

baving seen Palestne, they want to enjoy the right to tell us taes

about all the rest of xhé\g:ﬂdl'

Montsigne'sreection of a view of history and geography centred
on Palestine could hardly be more cearly indicated and it shows that
his thinking was considerably more advanced than that of many of
the great minds of his own century and the next.G. Gliozi, who in
his book devotes to Montaigne a very interesting chapter entiled
“Montaigne: from Adantis to the New World " beleves that the
author of the Essays favoured a colonial venture very diferent from
that of the Conquistadores. And it is true that in Book I, chapter
VI, Montigne writes:

Oh, why did it not all to Alsander and those ancent Greeks 3nd
Romans to make of it 2 mst noble conques; why did such 2 huge
ransfer of o many empises and soch revoluions n the crcumstances
of 10 many peoples no all ino hands that would ave gentypolished
those peopls, desing sway any wild weeds while encoursging nd
srengthening the good crop that Natre had brought forh among.
them, ot anly bringin to them ther workd: arts of farming the
L and doning their ies (30 fa 5 they were acking 10 them)
but lso bringing tothe ntives of those counris the virtuesof the
Romans and the Greeks?

The man who wrote those words was educated n Latin and also
spoke French and Gascon. So he was well aware of his debt to Roman
culture. But he respected the cannibals and reckoned that he himself
had lived through times and wars far more barbaric than those
descrbed by the Westerners who had seen America. Al the same, we
cannot really expect him to be anti colonialist before his tme!

“The famous humanist Justus Lipsus,whotaughtin the Netherlands
it at the reformed University of Leiden and later at the Catholic
University of Louvain, was also extremely critcal of the Spanish
conquerors, but he turned Atanti into 2 kind of bridge that made
it possibl for Europe and Afrca to communicate with America and.
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16. Olof Rudbeck, portrat attributed o Caspar Kenckel orJan
Kiopper, 1687, Stockholm, National Museurn. i3
17. Map shoving the position of Atantis according to Albert

Herrmann, Katastrophen, Naturgewaleen und Menschenschicsale.

G Schonfeld, Beln, 19%. m
18. Map and it page from the work by Karl Georg Zschaetzsch,

Alans e Urheimt dr Arier Aclants the Oiginal Homeland of he

Aryans), Avir Velag Bei, 1922 123
19. Aposter advercising the work by Sergio Frau, Le olonne d Ercol.
Unnchiesta (The PllasofHercles. A Enguiry) Rome, 2002. 125

20. The World o the eveof the submersion of Alantis Map.
aken rom The Story of Adanti by Willam Scott. Ellot, Treosophical
Publishing Society London, 1909, 12
21, Adantis and s empire,  map from Atentis:the Antedifvian

World, by Ignatius Loyols Donnel, Harper, New Yok, 1682, 138
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that as we are,if only from the instance of Athens, where Cleisthenes
created sonomia (equality before the law), which led to a democracy,
after the fall of the Pisistratids, even if during this same period
there were also instances of developments that took the reverse
course. Plato was writing not history but political science, if I may
use such an expression. How could Plato possibly envisage an ideal
ity turning into a city of the Spartan type, given that no ideal city
ever existed apart from the primitive Athens of the Timaeus and the
Cricias, which had not et been invented at the time when Plato was
writing the Republic?

In truth, when writing of the introduction of stasis, faction or
dissension, within his city, Plato himself produces a pastiche of
Homer

How then, Glaucon, .. wil disturbance arise in our city, and how
will our helpers and olers fall ut and be st odds with one another
and theraselves? Shall we, ke Homer, invoke the Muses o tel how
facion first el upon ther and say tht thse goddesses, playing with
s and teasing us 2 if we were children, address us i lofty, mock:
serous tragic tyle?

VIl s45d-0)

What better way of indicating that the famous nuptial number
decoded with such scholarly care by A. Diés™ is an elegant and
scholarly kind of mathematical riddle?

‘The degenerate-and-perfect cities that form a pair are very close
0 the Adlantis-Athens pair but at the same time very distant: close
because Plato certainly presents us with one legitimate city and
others on the brink of catastrophe, yet very distant because, in the
Cricias, Plato is far more inventive than he is i the Republic. At the
very leas, it is fai to say that it is hard to define the political regime
of Adlantis: it appears to be a kind of tenfold monarchy, controlled
by a mysterious oath.
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short, my view was that the war between Athens and Adantis wss
eally 3 war between Athens and Athens.

I returned to the subject time and again, in particular in Pisa,
to which I was invited in the 1970s by Giuseppe Nenci and then
again, in 1979, by Arnaldo Momigliano, my teacher and, in truth,
the master and teacher in everything to do with the history of
historiography. It was at this point that | produced an essay entited
Hérodote et IAtlntide: entre les Grecs et ls Juifs. Réfexions sur
Phistoriographie du siecle des Lumiéres” (Herodotus and Adlanis:
in between the Greeks and the Jews. Reflctions on the histori
ography of the Age of Enlightenment)? In it I elaborated the idea
(reproduced in the present volume) that when, in what became the
Roman Empir, the Bible progressvely became the major source-
book, this entailed 3 number of unfortunate consequences for the
historiography of certain nations. Conversely, when nations wished
to write their own respective histories, for several of them (in
particular sixteenth-century Spain and late seventeenth-century
Sweden), Atlantis offered & means to share in or even replace the
elect status of Israel. As il be seen, that was a choice made by a
considerable faction of German nationalists, incuding during the
Hitlerian period. At that time, to be descended from the people of
Adlantis meant not being descended from the Jews ether spiritually
or by blood:.

ltaly too played a part in what I have proposed callig Atlanto-
nationlism. Its principal hero was cerainly Count Gian Rinaldo
Carl, 3 native of Capodistia, now an Italianspeaking town that
is pare of Slovenis. Carl presented ltaly a5 the heir to the most
ancient of cultures, not by virtue of any Graeco-Roman legacy but
a5 the result of the American influence transmitted by the people
of Atlantis, which he located, suitably enough, in between Europe
and America. | have commented briefly on this important figure,
the author of Lettere americane (American Letters) (1770-81) that
were translated into French. 1 could have said considerably more
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defended in 1996 by Chantal Foucrie, entitled Le Mythe lttéraire
de Iitlantide,” of whose existence 1 learnt only in the spring of
2002, This thesis by and large takes my own works into account but,
naturally enough, adopts a different approach: it studies the myth
a5 it appears in literary works, whereas | reflected, rather, on the
myth in history. That being said, we both seem to be pulling in the
same direction.

The other work is the one that I mention, in connection with
Jules Verne, in Chapter 6 of the present book: The Adiantis Syndrome,
by the British historian and archacologist Paul Jordan.** The term.
“syndrome’, borrowed from the vocabulary of medicine, s perfectly
justified, for it refes to. recurrent indisposition. I wish | had written
this book. There are, to be sure, a few lacunae in it. For example,
makes no mention of Cosmas Indicopleustes, the Byzantine author
of whom I write in Chapter 2 of the present work; but then my own
study also contains lacunae and it seems to me that we complement
each other splendidly.

For my part, after studying Plato’s text, I have applied myself to
considering its successive interpretations in the course of ancient,
modern and contemporary history." The present volume presents
the results of those studies. I tart by comparing Atlantis —this pece
of anti-history—with the various forms of nationalism that have

succeeded one another in European and American history. Next,
1 embark upon a comparison between two myths, Plato's and the
one that relaes to the (irue) story of Masads, according to Flavius
Josephus's sccount. Lusly, the authors who gathered at the Cerisy
calloquium i July 2003 kindly asked me to write a preface to ther
calected papers.

Despite my own best efforts and those of sceptical colleagues
whose thinking runs along lines similr to mine, there has been
o staunching the flow of ‘realst’ interpretations. Let me now
mention jus a few ofthem, obviously leaving sside those of a purely
fraudulent or popularizing nature.
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touched: and he provides crucal information on Cuvier, Humbolde
and Darwin, about whom 1 have said nothing at all.

In the st place, our respectve objectives differed. What I set
out to study in this book, asits sub-tie indicates, i the history of
a myth. Maco Ciadi, for his pat, writes the history of a scentific
controversy in which 3 number of real intellectuals took part (not
al, however: Descartes, 3 philosopher and mathematician if ever
there was ane, had nothing at al to say about Atlantis). On the
other hand, what about Montaigne, to whom Ciardi devotes a
few lnes: does h really earn & place in the history of 3 sientfic
quarrel? Moreave, i it possible to identiy a single concept of
‘scence’ that is common to both Christopher Columbus and
Darwin? That of mathematics, perhaps? Piere de Fermat (1601
65) was the author of 2 theorem that he claimed (in & marginal
note to an edition of the Greek mathematician Diophantus) to
have proved. While travellng in Greece in 1993, in the company
of Spyros Spathis and Laurent Schwart, both mathematicans, |
learnt that th theorem had eventually been proved once and for sl
only under circumstances that suggested that it was unlikely that
Fermat had really hic upon the soluton.™ Fermat was 3 member
of the provincil government of Toulouse. Professionall, he was 3
jurist. In mathematics he was, 35 the saying went, the prince of

The professonalzaton of knowledge was 3 long. drawn-out
process, even fo the exactscences. There was not just one scentific
revolution, but several, 3 whale succession of ‘paradigms’, to borrow
Thomas 5. Kuhn's expression,” or epistemological felds), a5 Michel
Foucault would have s3id.

I the controversy surrounding Atlantis, 35 studied by Marco
Clardi, what makes things horribly complicated is the fact that it
was treated as though it was 3 matter of a geographical or geological
problem combined, however, with 3 biblcal traditon that weighed
heavily upon it, even in the ineteenth century.
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CHAPTER 2

THE ATLANTIS THEME
IN ANTIQUITY

ontrary towhat might be xpected, Alants s not  continent

uch frequented by Plat's sucessors” Many seem simply to
1 scoffed at it. Theopompus of Chios,  young contemporary of
¥ wasaby nomeans negligibl historian. Hewas bornin 378/377
av s Dionysus of Halicamassus (Leter to oy, € reports, e
was 3 eye-witness of many events and comversed with many of
the cminent men and generals of his day because o his profesion
25 4 historian, and also with poplar leaders and phosophers’
Theopompus was the firs historia to introduce philosophy into
his writng of isory. We knaw from both Athenaeus and from an
inscrption in Rhodes that he wrote st ungenerous ommentary
on Plto, whom he accused of ying and plagiarism? Meanwhile, 50
far s plagisism went, he had himself tansparently plagiarized the
story told in the Timaeus nd the Grias.In Theopompuds stoy it
s Midss of Phrygi,reputed by fable to have sprouted the eas of
2 donkey, who quesions Silenus, who s represented 4 the leadr
of the sayrs and of Dionysus’s entourage in satyr plays. Slenus
el of a great land, Meropi, inhabied by Meopes,that i 10 say
mortals. Like the Odyseys lad of the Cimmerins, Meropia had
o day o night bu, intead, constant reddish dawn or dusk.Two
symmetricl and antagoristic citie, with 3 vast expanse o land
sepaatingthem, colonized this coninent. The name of the e ws
Machimos, the wartng land, that o the other Eusebia, the pious
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Doeutt and Margaset Liasea, La Nouvele Adantide, suvie du Vopage
dans o penste baroque, Payor, 1983, veprinted coll. GE. 1993. For 2
comparkion berween Bscon, Thomas More, Utepla (1516} and Tommaso.
Campansls, Civias Sofs, 1dee Relpublicae Platonica, Frankfurt. 1673,
sce PR, White (ed ), Famous Utcpies of the Renaissance, Hendricks
House, New York. 1955. It is worth. hoting that Campanella wa
an admirer of Galieo. Finally,  commanary by Chanial Foucrer is
to be found in LAutre e Je Méme. Prciques de récricure, edited by
herself and D Mortir, Publications de FUniversive de Ruver. 3001,
Pp.333-46. | sl consultd the sudies by M. de Gandillic and
Marie-Agats Mary,presented a the Carisy Colloquium (20-30 July
200 Alancides maginaives Rékeitres fun mythe, C. Fouces and L.
Guilland (e, Michel Houdiaed, Pars, 2005 Gwitha preface by myself).
Bacon was to aoquire 2 late diple fn the persan of Condorcet,
who produced s fagment entited Atlankide o effocts combinds de
Tespice humaln poue J progre des sclences. Te s o be fund in the
magoificent Tablou histoique des progrés de Hépric humain edited by
AP Sehandeler and . Cripel, INED, 2004, 7p. 873-949. 1 should lire
to thank ¥von Garkn, 3 conFributar to thi work, for presenting we
with s copy of I

ity of God XL, 10 and XVII 40.

Brasadamitas, s exerclatt qdbus tducuntar Primi Homines ante
Adarum condii, The book was trarslated into English 23 surly as
2658. 1 aow of e excellenc works on La Peyrére: ean-Pierze Odds,
Recherchas sur la vie et forune dTscnc La Deynere, these de 3¢ cycle,
‘Grenble, 3677, and Richaed H. Popkin, Isaac La Pyréne (159616781,
His bfe, Work and nfluence, Leiden, Bel, 1087,

Pracadamitae, pp. 176~80 i the original edition,

Martin, Dissertarion on Atlants, in Studies on Placos Thmaecs,
P 27373

There exist 3 modern Swedish editon in five volumes, edited by
Axel Nelson, Uppsala, 1937-1950. Yol ¥, pp.205-65 comtains +
valuable collction of secords ralating o the work's veception. | myself
studied the Latin tex of the ongioal ediion. The bibliography is
trdy colossl. Let me e in partcular . Svenaing, Zur Geschrehte
des Goricisms, Uppeals and Stackbolm, Almaist och Wieksell 1967
J- Svenbeo {my adviser on this subjecr), Uldéologie gothicsance <t
Addantica &Olof Rudbeck’ Quaderni h Storia 13 (Jamuary-Jun
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‘example, three of its partiipants collborated in trying to explain
the concentric structure of the capital of Atlantis: just 35 3 stone.
tossed into water produces the appearance of concentric rings, 3
meteorite from space could have created concentric circes in some.
unspecified location of this type* And there was inevitably one.
schalar present, Jaime Manuschevich of the Universiy of Chile,
who was determined yet again to unearth the old hypothesis that
Alantis was srac!.

Meanwhile the Internet has announced theforthcoming appearance
of a dissertation by Nguepe Taba I of the JW. Goethe University
in Frankfurt, entitled Afrika als Adanis Insel. The author claims.
that this myth that Solon borrowed from the Egyptan sages was
both a reality—Adantis truly was Afrca—and also the result of 2
transformation designed ‘to serve as the basis for colonial action
o the part of the Greeks’, it also serves a5 a modern expression of
European colonial deology. The elements of truth present in this
idea have been impeccably analysed by the late lamented G. Gliozzi,
whom 1 have cited sbundantly in the present book. Al the res is
pure verbiage.

In concluding this Preface, allow me to return to the book by
Marco Ciardi, Adantide. Una controvrsia scintific da Colombo o
‘Darwin, primarily in order to emphasize its great merits. As 1 have
‘mentioned above in connection with Cal, had | known of this work
before writing my own (15 was chronalogically possible), 1 might
have written a different book. Marco Ciardi provides many insights
into 5 whole series of problems, in partcula reating to Hooke
and Stensen, the seventeenth-century earth-scientists to whom
Alin Schnapp had drawn my attention but whom 1 have hardly
mentioned, and the biblical writings of Newton, which | did mention.
but only very briefly. Furthermore, he makes many useful comments
on Buffon, Spallanzani and Le Chevaler, showing how the laer
wo eighteenth-century scholars linked the quest for Adlants with
research concerned with Troy,  subject upon which I have barely
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v THE ATUANTIS STORY

mother died in the concentration camps: that story and many other
‘moving episodes are recounted in the two volumes of his Mémores,
an extraordinary document of an extraordinary lfe

So Pierre Vidal-Naquet was responsible for many weightier and
more influential tomes than this book. But the story of Atlantis
remains a gem. It takes 2 mind as acute as his to shift the focus from
the will o the wisp of the ‘real’ Atlants to the real subject of interest,
namely what the obsession with that wil o the wisp can teach us
about the vagaries and weaknesses of the human imagination.

Postscript from University of Exeter Press

For those who want tolear forthemselves about the myth whose afterlife
Vidal-Naquet recounts with such brillance, there will soon be a new
resource, also published by the University of Exeter Press. Christopher
Gill, who has worked for some years on this topic i preparing a book
designed to bring together the materials for studying in depth the real
Platonic Arlantis, rather than the products of modern fantasy. His book
willinclude the Greek text of th Platonic account of Atlantis (the stare
of the Timaeus and the fragmentary Critias), togeher with a new
eranslation specialy prepared for thi publication. It will also include
ful ineroductory essay,with an interpretatve reading of the myth in che
light of recent scholarship, as wel s a commentary and vocabulary based
on the Greek texts. This book is based on an earler editon published.
originally in 1980; but the translation and introducton will be new
and the commentary revisd for this version. The combination of Vidal-
Naquets revelatory study of the reception of Plato's myth and Gills
editon of the realstory will enable modern readers to regain access o @
text which remains one of compellng interest.
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the course of the same catastrophe. Needless to say, Plato is well
aware in the Statesman, 25 in the Timaeus and the Critas, that he
is spinning a fable. There are three different levels to the myth; and
just because the Timaeus s a ‘ikely' myth (29¢) since the world of
becoming cannot be an object of science, it does not follow that the
Timaeus in its entirety is a hoa, as Jean Beaufret used to claim. On
the contrary, | am convinced that there are elements of humour and
even of the ho likewise in the prologue to the Timacus, the Critas
and the myth in the Statesman

However, i i to the Laws that we must turn for an explanation
fora remarkable feature of the Atlantis myth. Why, in his description
of the great island and its political institutions, did Plato include
both eastern features, drawn from traditions relating to the Persian
Empire, in particular in Herodotus, and also Athenian ones, thereby
making the war between Athens and Atlants at once a Persian’ war
and a civil war? In Books Il and IV of the Laws, Plao tries, in his
own way, to come to grips with real history. The various political
regimes include two constitutions that are

w0 mother-forms of constitation, 0 o callthem, from which one
may taly say all the res are derived. Of these the one is properly
termed monarchy, the other democracy,the extreme form (akron) of
the former being the Persian polity, and of the ltter, the Athenian;
the restare . all, as 1 aid, modifications of these two.

(Laws 6936

Plato then goes on to explain that,in the past, Athens and Persia
both achieved more or less 'the right balance’, but subsequently
departed from it. The Persians achieved that balance at the time of
Cyrus, and Plato at this point seems almost inclined to echo the
praises that Xenophon, in the Cyrapedia, heaped upon the founding
King. But however good a king Cyrus may have been, he ‘entrusted his
children to the womenfolk to rear up’ (Laws 694d), with predictable.
consequences: his successors were ‘over-pampered and undisciplined'
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2 The ATLANTIS STORY

There can certinly be no doubt that Otherness is at work in
Alantis. The Iabours undertaken by the ten dynasties that sprang
from Poseidon and Clito's fve pairs of twins lnk the central island
with the external sea. The kings construct both canals and bridges
that break through the initil isolation of Clito's island: They
assembled every fith year and then altemately every sixth year,
iving equal honour to both the even and the odd' (Crcas 1199).
(According to the Pythagorean traditon that Plato here follows, the
uneven numbers were considered good, the even bad.) Progress,or at
least movement, characterized the artistic endeavours of the rulers
of Atlantis: ‘As exch king received [his palace] from his predecessor,
he added to ts adornment and did all he could to surpass the king
before him, until finall they made of it an abode amazing to behold
for the magitude and beauty of its workmanship’ (Criias 115¢-d).
There were five precinct, each corresponding to one pair of twins
(Cricias 313¢-114d). Thanks to the canals, they were all interlnked.
There were three harbours and then a wall with ‘numerous houses
built on to it, set lose together; while the seaway and the largest
harbour were flled with ships and merchants coming from all
quarters, which, by resson of their multitude caused clamour and
tumult of every description and an unceasing din night and day’
(Crias 137¢)." The scene i quite the reverse ofthe austere, miliary
acropolis o the fctional ‘primitive Athens’

“The mext question that arises is: what is e nature of Plato's tale?
1 it history? It would be about as reasonable to regard i as such a5
to take Lucian's True Histores seriously just because that is th title
that he gives to the account of his journey to the moon, even though
he is frank enough to explain: ‘Everything in my story i a more or
less comical parody of one or anther of the poets, historians and
philosophers of old, who have written much that smacks of miracles
and fables. | would cite them by name, were it not that you yourself
will recogaize them from your reading™* Plato is not as frank as
Lucan. But that is no reason for not endeavouring to decipher his






index-88_2.png





index-16_1.png
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had [ known of the excelent book that my colleague Marco Ciardi
published in Bologna in 2002 and which he was kind enough to
send me when he learnt of my own work.* I shall have occasion
o return to this splendid work—and not solely on account of the
figure of Count Cark. My earlie ignorance of it was the cause of 3
major lacuna that 1 now hope to repie (athough, of cours, others
il remain). Apart rom the very special cases of Jules Verne and
Piere Benot, I set on one side the vast body of Romantic lterature
that flooded Europe in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. To
vefer the reader to ChantalFoucrer’s L Mythe licéraie de Adlantide’
seemed and still seems to me to be a perfctly adequate solution.
For those anxious to know more, | should also indicate the very fll
ollcton of papers edied by Lauric Guilot in 2000. it contains
samples of both excellent and lamentable work. 1 imagine that
similar collections ae to be found in Iay.

“The fact remains that manifestatons of & passionste des
locate Atanis and.the no less dotty quest for oriins continue.
Here is one tiny example. In 1985, Adalberto Giovanini, 3
professor at the University of Geneva, prodced a hypothesis which,
he reckoned, would sclve the puzzle of Adantis: might not Plato
have been inspired by the disssters that befll Helke and Boura,
in Achaes, on the north-west cosst of the Peloponnese, where
both cites were swallowed up by an exrthquake in the winter of
373/3727" This idea explains nothing in Pla’s text and there
are in any case, other similr examples, such 35 the flood that
Thucydides mentions at I, 85, 3, at the Locrian Atalanta during
the Peloponnesian War.

Neverthelss, n a colloguium held rom 13 to 33 July that same
year*in Melos, home to 3 famous statue of Aphrodite, n Achaean
axchacologist, Dora Katsonopolou, announced the creaton of
Helike Project designed to develop this ‘lluminating comparison’
This was a very srange colloguium. It did, admittdly produce one.
or two reasonable suggestions.” but also some really mad anes. For
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CHAPTER 1

IN THE BEGINNING
WAS PLATO

hy the above tile for this first chapter? Because, before
considering what people have made of Plto, it i important
to understand what he himself actually said. 1 am well sware of
a likely immediate objecton: f it is today possible to understand
what Plato meant 10 say in the prologue to the Timaeus (172-27b)
and in the Critas, which breaks off at the point where Zeus is sbout
€0 propose before the assembly of the gods tha the great islnd be
destroyed, then allthe rest of my story o the subsequent interpre-
tations of his intentions becomes absurd. | myself dbviously beleve
that to be nonsense: history is not made up soely of the triumphs
of the human mind but also incorporate s mistakes and the many
desd-ends into which it has blundered and continues to blunder
In 3843, Thomas-Henri Martin, adiscipleof Victor Cousin, published
2 long "Dissertation on Atlantis™ in his famous Srudies on Plato’s
Timaeus, which established the bases for a scholarly commentary on
the most diffcult dilogue writen by the founder of the Academmy.
“Tnis dissertation passed in review all the hypotheses that scholars of
varying repute had so far produced on the localization of the large
vanished island. On the first page of hisstudy and also on the last,
‘ThomasHenri Martin made his own view absolutely clea: As | see
it, Aantis belongs no more to the history of events than it does to
cea eography: however, unless | am very much mistaken, it may
contribute a very intriguing chapter to the no less interesting and
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of realites that are eternal and that do come to be in the World"
(76. 10). O this account they challenge Plato's famous assertions.
At this point Proclus solemnly comments, ‘Whatever is absolutely
true is not partly true and partly not true, nor is it false according
to appearances but true according to its inner meaning’ Curiously
enough, Proclus does not cite any of those ‘detractors’ but at the end
of his comments on Atlantis he does cite Aristotle (albeit without
‘naming him) as reported by Strabo: "We should not, therefore say
that "once a proof is disproved, the subject in question is thereby
obliterated", as Homer does in connection with the Phaeacians
and the wall constructed by the Greeks, for those things were not
imaginary fictions but absolutely true’ (190, )

However, Proclus's information sbout the ‘real’ Adantis is
extremely vague:

That such and s0 great an island once existed is evident from what is
said by certain travellrsregarding what can be seen in the external e
the Alantic Ocean].In thei time there wer, beneath that sa, seven
{slands dedicated to Persephone and also three others of immense
extent,one of which was sacred to Pluto, another to Ammon, and one
i between, dedicated to Poseidon, that was one thousand stades wide
and the inhabitants of ths sland preserved from their ancesors the
memory of the Atantic isand that had existed there and truly was
prodigiousy great.

77, 1020

‘The only ‘ravelle”that Proclus names s & certain Marcellus whose
existence s nowhere mentioned by any other author.” After speaking
of those who deny the exstence of Adants, Proclus mentions
a number of authors, most of them Platonists, who detected in
the conflict between Athens and Atantis an analogy of a cosmic

One of these is Amelius who explins rather too nsistently that
the primitive Athens s analogous to the fixed stas and Atantis to
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that there i o single defintive solution that meets ll those speci
cations—one that can provide  historical and geographical corrlate
o the mythical picture that Plato presents. None stops torefect that
Plato’s purpose was not pseudo-history, but political analysis

The great originality of this study is o focus not on any possible
historical basis for Alantis, but on how the myth itself has run
ot in the hands of those who refuse (o allow it to be just that
a myth. The author, Piere VidalNaquet, who corrected the final
version of ths translation just before his tragic, premature, death,
in the summer of 2006, wat one of the foremost intellectuals of
his generation. Along with his great friend, mentor and colleague,
Jean-Pierre Vernant, he transformed our understanding of ancient
(Greek society and cultur, notleat n the great sriesof studies that
they published together, under the title Myth and Tragedy i ancient
Greece. Vidal-Naquet’s Black Hunter combined historica anlysis of
an Athenian initiatory instiution with an exploration of 3 key
theme that runs through Greek literature of all type, that of the
passage from adolescence to adulthood, and thatof the challenges to
characte, determination and loyalty that that involves. In a seres of
further studis, Vidal Naquet shed light on the images and realities
of democraces, ancient and modern, and on the use made of ancent
models and ideals in the French and other modern revolutions, and
in yet others on the changing patterns o historiography in ancient
and early modern times.

But Pirre Vidal-Naguet was no mere academic ntelectua, but an
engaged political acivst. His vy frst book, before he had made.
himself a stllar reputation 35 3n ancient historian, was an exposé of
the cover-up of the murder, by the French authorites n Algers, of
a dissident whom those authorites cimed disappeared rom police
custody. Over and over again Vidal-Naquet subsequently worked
tirelessly to expose lies and injustice, torture used in the name
of democracy, for instance, putting,the record straight, including
refuting those who had denied the holocaust, His own father and
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ho 100k up the cause of the Indians,was suggesting tht € was
ressonable (o blieve that at et partof the coninen descibed
by Plao had suvived the disser”

Three years aer, in 1530, 3 gret Venetian naurlst, Gerolarmo
Eracasore, published i Veron 3 poem in Latin entied Sy
e morbus Gallcus, which mesns Th pox o French disease” o
Spaniards wha had ecenly anded in America ssked 3 naive prist
the meaning of  sacrfce that h was carmying out for  crowd of
sick peopl. The name of Adas has probablycome o your ears, he
seplie, recounting th story of bis peopl.and went on to xplin
hat the Atantes had once been  hppy pecpe belovedofthe gods.
But when they grew wealhy they aroused the gods angr, which
was manifstd by two punishments: on the one hand th sinking
of Adantis,on the other the spresd of  terrile scourge, sphis,
amonthe survivors,that i (0 say the Americans. As G. G has
pointed out, hi sty s modelled on the prologu t th Timaes.
What i srkingin the case of Fracastor i tha thee is nothing
Christan bout the reerence tothe gods.Istead,we find oursclves
in the v, fre domain of mythlogy and fbl.

16 Plto provides on pole ofreference her,th Bible provides st
leastthee more. The central gure i the sty accrdin 0 the Bible
s dearly Nosh. ALl the branches o the hurman ac sprang from hi
{bree sons,Shem, Ham and Japhet. I some versions of the story 3
{ourth sen, Jonathan, s added; bt his xta son disppeared once
e Bible prnted by Gutenberg became widely aaiable It proved
extemely dificalt to it the Indins of Ameria amengst Nosh's
escendants Howeve,this certiny hd tobe done once hey had
been recogaized to be human bengs, 3 was unvoidsble whatever
the abatacs, epistemoogical o otherwise.

e second mych ofbiblial rgi vas the exraordimary myth of
h tn o rbes of e, To ign ofthse tradiions, whichare
S curent today. i o be found in a bibcalspocypha (s V.
154047 The ten tribes crossd the iverand found themseles in
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(Laws 6osb). Darius restored the monarchy but Xerxes ‘ended by
repeating almost exactly the misfortunes of Cambyses’ (Laws 695¢)
Athens, in contras, llustrates the dangers of ‘absolute liberty vis-i
vis all authority. At the time of the Persian Wars, in the face of the
vastness of the Persian armament that threatened us by both sea
and land' (Laws 698b-), danger strengthened unity and obedience
to the magistrates. Salamis is cited 45 a chronological point of
eference. The batte of Marathon had taken place ten years earlier
(Laws 6980, When the Athenians leared of the preparations being
made by Xerces, they could think of only one way out: a repetition
ofthe explit at Marathon. There is no mention of Themistocles and
the Athenian feet. The Athenians embark not upon their ships, but
upon thei hope’ (Laws 6995). And, 35 i he had not made the point
clearly enough, in Book IV (707b-0). Plato declares that if Marathon
and Plataea had won liberty for the Greeks, Artemision and Salamis
made them cowardly.

Al the above was by way of folow-up to  polemic that had been
raging ever since the fifh century and was not over yet Warfare
at sea taught the hoplits to be cowardly (Laws 707a-¢). In these
ircumstances, it is ot hard to s why the primitive Athens s said
o muster twenty thousand hoplites but has no et to stand up to
‘Adantis, which, fo s part, possesses an enormous one.

Just a couple more remarks before we move on from Plato to his
successors. As we moderns see t, Plato, with his story of Aantis
and its war against Athens, invented 3 genre that is stil very
much alve:scence fction. OF all the myths that he created, this is
somehow the orly one really to catch on. Nobody would dream of
following in the footsteps of E, the son of Armenius; and, even if
Paris boasts s Champs-Elysées, we are well aware that those who
dwell there are not the dead

Bt there s also an art whose existence Plato anticipated, even
though the techrology for it was ot yet available: the cinema. As
is well known, the cave of Book VII of the Republic is constructed
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also for the word of God to be spread in America, thereby restoring,
the authority of the Bible that Montaigne had undermined."

Let us forge ahead. Frans Bacon (1561-1626) belonged to the
generation after Montaigne (1533-92). When he died, he left an
essay that was to be published in 1627 by his chaplain, W. Rawley.
It was entitled The New Atlantis Like so many stories about
Utopias, Bacon's book is an account of a journey not in the Atlantic,
but in the southern seas. The narator explains that his ship sailed
from Peru and was bound for China, but a storm carried the crew,
all good Christians, to the island of Bensalem. This island inherits
 number of features from Plato’s Atlants, but has been converted
by Saint Bartholomew. It i governed by scholarly men determined
‘10 roll back the limits of the human mind' (p. 72). The island is
headed by  college of scholars, known as the House of Solomon.
The population includes a number of Jews, ‘very diferent’ from
thse to be found in Europe, for they have the greatest respect for
Jesus, even i they do not believe him to be the Messiah. These
Jews are rather like Muslims.

The society of Bensalem is chaste and pure. Sexuality i satisfied in
martiage alone and both polygamy and homosexuality are unknown.
e inhabitants of Bensalem are not asctics; they are sumptuously
attred in clothing that evokes Venice. This is a society of scholars,
something like the Museum of Alexandria or an ideal form of the
French CNRS (Centre national de recherches scientifiques). Scientific
investgations are pursued on the loftest of mountain tops and
also in the deepest of caves. Remarkably enough, mathematics does
not constitute the dominant discipline. Neither Descartes, with all
his quarrels with the person he knows 35 Verulam (that is, Bacon
himself), nor Spinoza could have lved in Bensalem,. Here, it 1s 2y
i the imperialism of the Athenians and the Adantes had been,
converted into + home for inventors, where Gutenberg, incdentally,
has a statue. Microscopes are in use and the visitors are welcomed
by Plato, no less, ' famous man rom where you live’,
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The inhabitants of Bensalem know Hebrew, Greek, dassical Latin
and Spanish. English s not mentioned, yet it is the language used
to it this remarkable Utopia that is perhaps closer to Plato than
may seem at first glance.

Bacon was 3 contemporary of Galeo (1564-3642). 1 have
often heard Pierre Chaun, & grand historian if ever there was
one, explin, sometimes appropriatey, sometimes not, that the
framework for modernity was provided by two discoveries widely
distant in time: one was the extension of space, a consequence of
Gallo's innovative use of the lunete or telescope (1610); the other
was Boucher de Perthes' discovery in the early nineteenth century,
of human fossils, a discovery that brough about the demise of the
biblical chronology o the world, even i this continued to be taught
in schoolsfor many years. Without Galileo, Pascal could never have
expressed his famous thought: The eternal silence of those infinite
spaces terifies me”

Did perusal of the Platonic story in any way influence the
seventeenth-century expansion of time? To my own surprise, 1 find
T mst reply “Yes. To extend time, it was necessary to destroy the
biblcal chronology, by showing either that Adam never existed or
else that human beings had existed long before Adam.

This was 3 question that had been bitterly debated in late
Antiquity, as Saint Augustine, for example, tesifes™ The debate
resumed in 1655 with the publcation, in Amsterdam, a home to
free thinking, of lsaac La Peyrires Préadamites™ The work has
often been the butt of mockery, thanks to the satiical epitaph
that was aimed at him: La Peyree c gt ce bon Lraelice/ Huguenot,
Catholique, enin Pré-Adamite,/ Quatr relgions It plurent a I fots, et
son indifiérnce eai 5 peu commune/ Quapres quatre vinge ans qul
eut & aire un choix/ Le bonkomme parci et rien chosi pas une. (Hore
lies La Peyrere, that worthy Isralite/ A Huguenot, a Catholic, even
a Preadamite /Four rligons took his fancy, llof them at once/And
his indifecence between them was so very strong/That after the
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2 THE ATLANTIS STORY

would have been unthinkable. Not that their history was devoid
of ideological elements but, all the same, there were limits that
could ot be overstepped. In his Archacology (1, 2-19), Thucydides
introduced his historical theory of maritime imperialism but, of
course, he could not speak of Atlants because it had not yet been
invented or even dreamed of.

Plato’s oeuvre is and must remain our major source. Can pairs of
oppositions paralel to those that construct the primitive’ Athens/
‘Adantis pair be found elsewhere in the philosopher's writings? The
answer must be an understandably qualified 'yes'

At the end of Book VII of the Republic, Socrates, after expounding
the theory of philosophers in power, reminds his listeners of the
practical conditions in which such a city might be created. First it
would be necessary to ‘send out into the countryside’ all those in
the city over the age of 10, (VIL, 540e-5413) leaving behind only
those younger, who would, for the most part, have to be separated.
from their parents. Then, in Books VIII and IX, Plato sets out his
theory regarding the four politca regimes that are inferior to that
of the ideal city: 1. a regime of the Spartan type, that is to say 2
timocracy; 2. an oligarchic regime, based on the possession of gold
and silver; 3. a democratic regime; and 4. a constitution—if it can
even be called that—that is tyrannical yet that would ot preclude
making a philosopher out of a tyrant, as Plato himself endeavoured
t0 do with Dionysius I and Dionysius I of Syracuse.

Plato systematically explores how each regime emerges by
modifying the previous one and also how the children of the previous
regime turn into men of adiferent type. These are famous pages and
worthy of admiration. Let me cite just one. It presents a democracy
developing out of an oligarchy:

When the rlers and the ruled are brought together on the march, in
waytaring, or in some other common undertaking, ether a religous
festival o a campaign, or s shipmates or fellow-sodiers or,for that
matter, in actual btcle, and observe one another, then the poor are
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One favours Minoan Crete, discovered by Arthur Evans in 1900 and
since then excavated by the Briish, French, Itaian, German and
Greek schools of archaeology. In the summer of 1963, | was present
at the excavations at Malia, to which 1 had been invited by Henri
Van Effenteree, whose assistant | had been in Caen. As far as I can
remember, o one there even mentioned the theme of Atantis
(fortunately).

As it happens, the appearance of the Minoan hypothesis can be
precisely dated. On 19 February 1909, an anonymous letter was
published in The Times of London (see appendix, pp.171-82). The
author of that letter, K. Frost, made himself known a few years
ater, with a scholarly article He was then teaching at the University
of Belfast. Frost was not alone in seeking—and finding—Atlants
Grecce. As the author of an artice entitled ‘Adantis found again’,
which situated it in Lake Copais in Bocotia, disarmingly remarked,
“the major diffculty les in the fact that Plats Atlantisis located far
10 the west, whereas Lake Copais i in central Greece'™*

But that conjecture was no more than a fash in the pan. The other
Greek hypothesis that has caused much ink to fow, much of it of 3
patriotic nature, locates Atlantis on the sland of Santorini (Thera).
This was supported in particula by the Greek archacalogist Spiridon
Marinatos (1901-74) and also enthraled the French underwater
explorer Jacques-Yoes Cousteau.” The two hypotheses run together
o the extent that, i the view of some scholars, it was the eruption
of the Santorini volcano that caused the destruction of the Minoan
civiization at a date that variesaccording to different archacologists
but must have been somewhere around the middle of the second
millennium B

s carly 25 1939, in the journal Antiquiy, Marinatos set out the
hypothesis that the Minoan civlzation was destroyed in a huge
eruption of the volcano of Santorini; and in 1950, he publshed in
the Greek journal Kricka Chronica an articl that was subsequently
translated into English " In this he suggested that Plato, after
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CHAPTER 3

THE RETURN OF THE
ATLANTES, 14851710

smas wasthe st ancent suthor to pass an o us the traditon
of a myth of Adants, which he did in the strange maner
described and cited above. Even i Plato did v on in Byzantiom,
there is no evidence tht the sory told i the Timaeus and the
Crivas was reelaborated in any form there, except in gloses on
Plao's texts. Besides, the Greks of Byzantum were Romans. It i in
connection with the West, rathe, tht,despit th various evivals
ofthe Empire, one may spea of s broken history It i not the case
tha the Timaeus was unknown to Westerners. In the fourthcentury,
it parialy tranaated nto Lt b acertin Calediusand it was
both resd and commented on” and th stined-lass windows of
western churches sometimes derived inspirston rom the diloe
when they set out to depic how the word was made.
¢ has sometimes been suggested that traces of the myth can be
found in th Irish legend of Sint Brendan.” Medieval maps spcify
+ lcation for many mythical and semi mythical countries ranging
from Bden to the lind of Gog and Magog and from the kingdom
of Prester John to the place where the Antichist is supposed, ne
. to manifest hmself. One example s provided by the Caaan
élas of 1375, another by the 1459 map made by the Venetian Fra
Mauro, produced inacenury f rest discoveresand commissioned
by Alfonso of Portuga. But among those myshical places Adantis
does not gure.
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thislong; series and the explosion of the 1789 Revalution is not deas,
and the Critas i not figure in that anthology. although Lucian's
True Stories did. To find an Atlantis before or during the Tevolu
tionary cesis, we must tum to a fgure very different from both
Abbé Bonnaud and Chatles Garner- Jean Baptiste soard, berer
Knawn by his pseudonym Delile de Sales (1743-3616). In his youth
e had been a protégé of Voltaire's and in his later years he himself
became the protector of both Chateaubriand and the specialist in
the oceulr, Fabee dOlvet. Debele de Sales was 2 founding member
of the Inscitu de Prance and seems to have been unaffected by the
keast teace of an inferiority complex: the inscription (borrowed from
Buffon that he had engraved vpon his bust read ‘God, man, nature:
he explained ther af.

Feom the start, Delicke de Sales was 3 representative of the
Eolightenment, but with one characteristic chat distinguished hin
from many of bis contemporaries: he was resolutely opposed to
persecutions of the Jews. To be sure, the Enlightenment paved the
way for the emandigation of the Jews, but it required cher to pay
for it by abandsng everything that had for centuries distinguished
them from their contemporaries In 1777, Delisle de Sales, for kis
part, declred, The Jews aze naither physical nor moral monsters:
they should be pitied and enlightened, not exterminated .. A Jew
i5:2 human being before being a devate of a particular religion and
even before being 4 Jrw'?

Admittedly, Voluaice had written, ‘Al the same, they should not be

b before venturing to proclaim this principle of tolerance,
he had heaped upon ther every magiable insuls. Delisle de Sales,
who was half 3 cencury younger than Voltaice and an extremely
mediocre writer, was an intermeiary, ore of the many writers who,
from a distance, can be seen ta have ensured the transitions beween
the Enlightenment and Romanticiem. In 177, Delicle de Sales
embarked upon an immense compilation entitted Histoire nouelle
de taus e peupls du monde ou Histoire des hormmes (A mewr hiszory of
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discomerd Adanis i Sweden He even et have found,ner
Uppa the site of the captal ofthe e ht s decried i he
Crcis. The becer to suppor this eminently puroic there, n i
st mphologcal. historical and geographical work publshed i four
oo vlumeshe endeavoured to prove that it was n Scandinavia
it one shoud ek o he ks rigin ofthe peoples of Erope
a0 Asia 3 th surc ofal e ot ncen rtions. Rudbecks
thery became very inflenil despite the ey irited saiabity of
i e, paricry s st vlmes. Quite e slem historisns
in Sweden ere vor v 10 s s

S0 let us now consider Rudbeck and his magnum opus: Atantcs,
sive Manheim, vero Japhets posteriorum sedes ac patria, published in
Uppsala between 1679 and 17027 As the Lati tite cted above.
indicates, the plan was to show that Atants, which Rudbeck equates
with the human race (Manheim), was the sest and land of the
descendants of Noahis son Japet (or Japhet) an (although the tile
is silent on this)that this seat ws none other than Sweden, | have
Known Rudbeck’s work for about forty years. It never ceases o fil
me with the same alarm, but not because this is 3 paranoid thesis,
for I am well used to such; nor can I see any advantage in desceibing
its scholarly material as baroque. A certain kind of baroque art,
such a5 the creation of Plato's cave, may be explained by the fact
that the cinema had not yet been invented. However, the notion of
a whole baroque atrand of lesning lluminates nothing, No, what
isturbs me is that Rudbeck was 3 real scholar, 3 medical doctor
and 3 professor who subsequently became Rector of the University
of Uppsala, where he created 2 botanical garden and an anatomy
theatre that sl exist, He discovered lymphatic circulation; he was.
 Copernican; and he was among those instrumenta i introducing
Descartes's work in Sweden (see Fig. 36, . 76).

Despite al this and although he remained  Christsn, Rudbeck
believed that Alss, the son of Japhet, put down roots in Sweden and
that all th other nations were fruits that had become detached from
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52 THE ATLANTIS STORY

of the Coptic Museu of ancient Cairo, some of which are contem-
porary with Cosmas and prefigure the development of Romanesque
sculpture in the West.

‘The information that Cosmas provides on Atlantis is to be found
in the last book of his work (Book 12, 2-8). It is presented as 2
commentary on the biblical Flood, which was known to the Chaldeans.
but not to the Greeks (apart from Timaeus):

I similar fashion, Timacus the philosopher mentions this distant
Land. He beliees there was an island of indescribabl size, Atanti,
situated beyond, in the ocean lying to the West, close to Gadeira
(Cadia). Ten kings who had come from the land beyond (ek s peran
e elhontes) conquered. Europe and Asia, having conscripted their
inhabitants. Later, they were vanquished by the Athenians; and
according to Timaeus, this isand was then submerged in the waters
by Gods wil. This Timaeus, of whom Plato and Aristotle approved
and on whom Broclus wrote a commentary, expresss ideas similar to
ours, butalering thelogos [of Moses] and sicuting the West where.
the Bast s He also mentions the ten generations and the and beyond.
the Ocean. In short, cleary all these writers borrow the story from.
Moses and present it 35 their oven.

Having spoken respectflly of the Chaldean and Egyptian
historians, who are ‘more ancient than the Greeks'* our Christian
writer continues as follows:

‘The Greeks,in contrast, who came into the world ater them, learnt
o write only much later. Being setded far from the East, somewhere
£ the West,and ivingfa rom Judaca and Egypt, chey knew nothing
of these events, having nither seen nor hesrd o them. That is why
they do not believ in the Divine Scriptures and consider the glories
that they tel to be myths,

Fortunately,thissituation was to change. The Greeks came to believe,
but only later, thanks to the efforts of the aposties and the sight of
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2 The ATLANTIS STORY

More fundamentally though, the question is why Plato adopted 3
Herodotean guise. Why did he recount Athens's war against Aantis
a2 if speaking of the Persian Wars? The fact that he did so is
indisputable. The gigantic scale of the army and fleet of Aantis
(Critias 118e-119b) evokes the similrly gigantic forces of Xerxes.
The capital of Atlantis alone supplies, among other equipment, ten
thousand chariots and two hundred vessels. However, the story of
the Persian Wars s reversed. Here, Plataea, as it were, precedes
Marathon. Athens starts off

acting partly 35 leader of the Greeks and party standing alone,
by isel, when, deserted by all athers, and afcer encountering the
deadiest peril, it dfested the invaders and rised  trophy; whereby
it saved from slavery such as were not yet enslaved, and al th rest
of us [¢his i an Egyptan speaking) who dwell within the bounds [or
pillrs] o Heraces it ungrdgingly set fre.

(Timaeus 3560

What Plato does ot say and would indeed have been hard put
0 it to explain is how the Athenian hoplites vanquish the fieet of
Adantis. However,the—as it were—posthumous destinies of the two
armies leave no room for doubt as to the fundamental opposition
between land and water that permeates Plato's entire account

The war between Athens and Adantis is followed by ‘portentous
earthquakes and floods, and one grievous day befell them when the
whole body of your warriors was swallowed up by the earth and
the island of Adlantis in like manner was swallowed up by the sea
and vanished' (Timacus 25¢-d). Years ago, Joseph Bidez showed
that many of the ‘exotic features of the description of Adantis are
borrowed from Herodotus's pictures of the great ciies of the East,
Babylon, Susa and Ecbatana; on top of which, the very name Aantis
comes from Herodotus. Herodotus describes what lis to the west of
what we call the Maghreb, after mentioning the Atarantes, ‘the only
men known 0 us who have no names' and who ‘when the sun is
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Agtarte, baron of Hungary, cardinal prince of Ravenna. king of
Jerusalent. The sovereign's list of titles eontains a clear allusion to
the empecor who reignad in Vienna and Kudapest. but his behaviour
smmacks moee of Adalf Hitler and no doubt also of Ubu Rl
The plot may be summarized as follows: the emperor has decreed
an allout war, but thi prompts Death, i the guise of an old soldier
of the Austro Hungarian army, to go on strike. Death reminisces
about the good oid days of Atcla and Genghis Khan but declares that
hia legs ‘e too weak to follow motorized 1roops’. S0 now nobody
<an die, which also means that nobody ean live. A soldier and his
il cannot lave each other. Por Lfe to be possible, death must, so
be resuscitated. And for this to happen, the emperor nwist
agtee to dies which he eventually does. The score is full of mwsical
pustiches and the emperor's procamation 1s sung o the tune of
Detschland Gber wlles. When the dictator dics, Death assumes the
appearance of the Greek god Hermes.
Apant from the title and the cvocatiun of the totahtarian natare
of this empie, allusions to Adantis are admitcedly fow and far
between. OF course, Platn is not nemed, All the same, ane does

sense a kind of response to those who, clustered around Himmmler
and a fow others, identified the German Reich with Alantis. We
shall never know exactly what soutces inspixed the librettist. Here
Adlantis symbolizes a totalitarian empire. The staging of the opers
was banned 1n Taeresienstadr, despite the fact that chis communty

was ot bereft of usical life [t was perfarmed for the frst time in
Amsterdam, in 1975.°
The second work is a semi-autographical novel by Gearges Pere
82), publistied in 1975 by Denotl, in Paris. ts title is W or
the memory of # childhood. and L myself was the Arst to st that the
story constituted a new adapeation of the sayth af Atlantis.” Let me
o recapitulate the broad lines of what 1 wrote at the time for a
Ll Franco-Portuguese journal called Sigila (The Seal)," the general
theme of which was secrets,
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8 HHE ATLANTIS STORY

Jacques CollinaGirard, 3 geologist from Aix-en-Provence, has
forcefully suggested that Plato may have been inspired by an
archipelago immersed in the last great ice age to the west of the
strits of Gibraltar: an island 14 kilometres long and 5 kilometres
wide, surrounded by 3 scattring of smaller islands: all of which fits
perfectly well with Plato, provided you suppress all his indications
25 to the island's dimensions and its ostentatious wealth.* But were
you to do that, you might just as well suggest locating Atantis in
the boating pond of the Jardin de Luxembourg.

‘A number of other solutions have been put forward,  few of which
1 discuss in the later chapters of this book. But let me now mention
one or two others tht have attracted a measure of interest.

Eberhard Zangger, 3 geo-srchaeologist living in Zurich and
associated with the Cambridge University Department of Earth
Sciences, has published  book, The Flood from Heaven, prefaced and
sanctioned by my excellent colleague and friend, the eminent archae-
ologist Anthony Snodgrass.”

Not everything is false in this wellwritten book. For example,
it is quite true and has for a long time been known that the island
of the Phaeacans described in the Odyssey bequeathed something
to Platos Atantis. But there is no getting away from the fact that
Plato lived several centuries later than Homer. The central idea of
Zangger, who assimilates Atlantis to Troy, possesses a nugget of
truth if the Homeric Troy about which Plato read in the Ilad is what
is at issue, but it becomes absurd if Atlantis is to be compared to
the historical and archaeological Troy that Schliemann, Dorpfeld and
Blegen excavated at Hissarlk; for Plato, who was no archacologist,
could only have known of Troy through Homer.

Itis one thing to note, as Zangger, following Christopher Gill
indeed does, that Plato's style s ‘very historical'™ But it is quite
another to confuse a pastiche of Herodotus with Herodotus or
Thucydides themselves.* Plato was a brillant creator of pastiches,
s he also shows in the Menexenus and the Phaedrus, but he was
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DS Orn, sceitirss .o "y
Jacobs. " Comprehsive theoreticl works wer rate ¥t of Blerre
‘Teemier, cted above, being an exceprion. At the level of schelscly
works, rance's ontribution I the fist halfof the century ramsisted
of a btde boak by Paul Coutsin (éhe author of pioneering wo
the Gresk Sceptls), entiied Chekweide de Platon et e origine de o
avitsatian. which cally set out 1o destry the legend. As far 281
Ko, 70 attempts were made to identiy Atlantis with France

The Attantis of Piere Benaits novel, siuated in thr Hogga
an anti-world, i oely because it b presented a5 3 gymaecocracy The
Hoggarin general i governed by women, and the domain of Antinea
belongs to 3 female rdigious divkoee who lures 2 series of lowes,
seversl of whom aze Prench army offcers, 4o thei desths, thr
cmbalms them nd dsposis thei bodies i niches n 2 red marble
Ball" [otecestingly enough, the anly schelaly fourmal deshing wnth
the Sahara that is mentionad in the navel it 4 German genlogial
Feview™ the Zeitschrft fur dkund n Berin. To smphaise the
deeply pagan characrer of the Hoggar Atantis, with its Egyprian
vencer of shoddy goods and its Hiram king, a keopard that bears
the name of 3 Phoenician mentoned in the Bible, the novelist
‘amases himsel, ¢ 3 his rght, by making one of his hetoes, Captain
Mothange {eventually killed by e other hero, Liewtenans de Swint-
412t a conteibutor to the Avla af Chrisiaricy, which 3s published
by an srudice Benedictine mank, Dom Granger, whos
only lightly diffsent fortn, 3 thet of 8 ninctcenth ceatury monk,
Do Guéranger

Bletre Benait’s Aanti  certainly not Prance, and s queen is
more like the davghter of 3 Parisian tart and a Pollsh count than
% descendant of Poseidon-Nepeune Tne novelst does nothing to
ispel the ambiguicy: for b +quips the paice of Anticea wath 3
Comiplete copy of Plae’s Critas hovwever, tha i sueely well wtchin
the novlin's licence. Feance i produce other ‘Adlants” novels
besides thal <f Paul Benot, but they heve elicted svarmurs of

bankaupt novel-writing’” £0 et us move on withont more ado.
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PREFACE TO THE
ENGLISH EDITION

For Ji and Geoffrey Lieyd

he French verson of this ltle book was eventualy published

in January 2005. One month later Editions Michel Houdiard
published the proceedings, edited by Chantsl Fourcrier and Lauric
Guilard, of 3 colloquium held st Cérisy-la-Salle, in Normandy,
between 20 and 30 July 2003. | had been invited to that colloquium
but had been unable to attend it. I organizers invited me to write
a preface to its Adlantides imaginires (imaginary Atantises)! By
the time the present work appears in England, Italy and possibly
elsewhere too, fifty years will have passed since I began to take an
interest in Adanti.

The point at which T began to do so was 3 lecture that |
attended in Orleans, when 1 was working there, in 1955-56, 35
2 young tescher in & secondary school for boys. The speaker was.
an llustrious Sorborne professor, Fernand Robert. He suggested,
although not too emphatical, that Pato might have been inspired
by the Minoan civilization. | myself did not see quite how, eight
long centurie after its disappearance, he coud possibly have known.
about it. My only authority to pronounce on this matter stemmed
from 3 diplome détudes supérieurs (2 diploma of advanced studies)
on La conception platonicienne de histore (Plats conception of
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could find in Marcells (s Bigure who, s | mentioned in Chapter 3,
s known to s oply through Proclus's Commentary on the Tomoeus)
with what he had esmed from the Puranas (which mention distant.
white, western tslands, the greta dvipa), Then, after considering 2
number of other hypotheses, he eventually comes ta the conclusion
that the ‘white isles’ were at once Great Britain, 35 seen from India,
and Adantis; sfter which, he remarks with candour: ‘Bven i 1 find
that Lam correct, 1 am conseious of the fat that Gres Britain could
derive from this no new husce greater than that which it ascady

J—
‘At east the wisdom of India, s0 often at work throughout the Age
of Enlightenment, thus tame to bestow the ishing touches upon
the antiquity and power of the island that ruled both India and the
waves, or the thesis prefigured the formatian of the British Empi

Thus, the Atlantes’ conguest in a way provided an admirable balance
[Ep——

However, that same empire had eneraies close to home in its
neigbbour, lreland, which was constantly in revalt; and Captain
#itord himself had 3 highly cultivated rival in the person of Henry
O'Brien. In 1834, the Latter published, ; both Londen and Dublin,
a book entitled The Round Towers of lreland. In 1376, a contern-
‘poracy New Vork publisher reprinted this work under the much more
intriguing tile of Adantis in Ireand. The diffculty iz that neither
the Timaeus nos the Critas are cited in ¢his work 1n which the very
mame Atlintis never appears at all. The book's essential purpose was
10 draw autention to what was i those days a characteristic feature
of the Irsh landscape: namely the presence of its round, medseval-
lacking towers, which che author took to be the equivalent of the
‘pyrammids of Bgypt

s book presents Buddhism 25 the religion of the aarliest human
beings: Eve wis & Buddbisc. lreland was 2 colony of lran, And a5 for
those towers, they were phalli in shape and s0 could be associated
with the fingams of India. O'Brien was familiar with the works of 3
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FOREWORD

G.ER. LLOYD

at’s myth of Adlantis ontinues to fascinate everyone who reads
. politcal theorists, philosophers, novlits, poets, flmmakers
But a5 thi brillant new study by Pirre Vidal-Naguet shows, that
tells us more about ourselves, our fantases and our capacity for sel-
deception, than about any respect we may have for Plato or about
our ability to give his texts the close critcal reading they deserve.
Plato frst briefly mentions,in the Timaeus, the story of the great
empirein a vast continent larger than Afica and Asia together’ that
invaded Europe and was repelld by the heroic ancient Athenians
before both they and Alantis itsel were engulfed by a flood. Then
in the Critas we have the fulldress (though incomplte) story of
both ancent civlisations and their war
Plato’ own purposes, in his account, are comples, but, one might
have thought, transparent enough. He uses i, in effect,to il three
birds with one stone. First it enables him to praise an ancient—
mythical—Athens that corresponds,in many respects, with the idesl
state that he had described in the Republic It was because their
politcal regime was 50 well-ordered and harmonious that they were
victorious. Secondly,in criticzing the autocratic egime of Adants,
he evidently expresses disapproval of the autocratic Persian empire
whose invasion of Greece had had to be repeled at the batdes
of Marathon, Salamis and Plataea. Thirdly he uses the story o
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4 number of modern scholars, Proclus makes just one dry comment
on that isand: ‘Theologians usually regard Crete as a symbal of the
uninteligble’ (118, 25)

One emerges from Proclus’s Commentary somewhat dazzled but
o rather daunted by ts incredibl virtuosity, and disappointed by
its dispateh of the politcl dimension, which Plato himself had, in
fat, begun to destroy. Proclus does not refer to the Christians and
i he happens to refer to Providence, he does 5o in the manner of
the Stois.Ifthe Origen to whom he refers i the Christian one, he
i the nly Chrstan to b treated s  neo-Platonic philosopher (but
thatis 3 question that is still unresolved).

Howeeve, thereis just ome last Christian of Antiquity who is worth
4 mention. He calls himself 3 merchant and signs himself simply
252 Chrisian' He was 3 "Nestoria, that i to say a heretic from
the point of vew of Chrstian orthodory a5 defined by the Counil
of Chalcedon (553). This Council decreed that the Monophysites
fused the two natures of Christ exessively and that the Nestorians
separated them too much. However,the sbove-mentioned Christian
of course believed himself to be entirely orthodox. His Christian
Topography, written in Alexandria between 547 and 549, carries
the mame of a certain Cosmas Indicopleustes in the eleventh-
century manuscript, but no such name appears n the more ancient
‘manuscripts ™ The name suggests that its bearer is a man of the
cosmos, who has travlled in India. But in fact he does not seem to
have ventured further than the Persian Gul. His book is intended
25 a commentary on the cosmos that i directly in accord with the
Bibl. He believs that the world is oblong, i the shape of a pufed-
up waffle and that the fimament is composed of a substance of a
rigid nature (see Fig.7, p.53). So far as science goes, this work is
extraordinarily regressive not only in relaton to Proclus but also to
ancient geography—Strabo, for example. However, the document is
touching in that it tesifes to 2 Christian popular culture; and its
illustrations affected me rather in the same way s the sculptures
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cighty years he had in which to choose/The good chap passed away
and never fixed on one)

Although La Peyrére, who was born 2 Protestant, was obliged to
convert in order to survive, and athough he was an ardent partisan
of the redemption of Isral, thereby continuing to attract readers
even under Napoleon, he had, after all, been born  Protestant and
be strove to prove that Adam was not the first man but simply
the first Jew—a theory that elcited from Pascal an aceric grouse
o the subject of ‘the extravagances of Apocalyptics, Preadamists,
millenarians, and so on .. As I have indicated above, the theme
of Adantis prompted 2 certain degree of Spanish nationalism. La
Peyuire, for his part, was a French nationalist who was of the
opinion that the king of France was called to 3 messianic mission
We know Plato has Solon say that Atlantis existed 9,000 years
before the Athenian lawgiver's viit to Egype. This is precisely the
fact upon which La Peyrére fastens in order o show that the human.
race existed long before Adam.™ However, he estabishes no link
whatsoever between his own French nationalism and Adantis. Plato
said that Atlantis existed. There was no reason to discuss the matter
further.

“The national type of Atlantism that we have noted developing
in Spain, where it survived in some form or other right down to
the nineteenth century, also developed with extraordinary force in
2 country that had nothing in common with Spain apart from ts
Gothic roots: Sweden.

1 now find myself obliged to speak of Olof Rudbeck (Fig, 16,
p.76). What does Thomas-Henri Martin have to say about this
extraordinary figure, in the dissertaton’ that provided me with my
point of departure in Chapter 17

Toward the end f the seventeenth century, 2 Swedeof great learing.
Olas Rudbeck, set. out i quest of the grea Platonic isand. But
ntead o the Bible, he took the E4ds 35 i gde. It did not lead to
Judaes, All e needed to do was f hiseyes to bis own country: he
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when the Scilan city became a demcracy. Critias, Plts’s cousn,
was the most famous of the Thirty Tyrants who took over power in
Athens afte ts defet. He died avilent death n 4o3. Clearly then,
this fictional dislogue i a dialogue of the dead whose protagonists in
allikelinood never even met. Besides, Platoregulrly took so many
Hberties with the history of Athens and Greece in general tht it is
pointless to seek to establsh a Hkely dramatc date

Most interpreters date the writin of the Timaeus and the Critas
0 around 355, that i to say following the callape of the second
Athenian Confederation. Athens was then govened by modertes
the most significant of whom was Eubolus, and at this point it gave
up the maritime imperiaism that had contributed to its lory ever
since theend of the ersan Wars. As we shall se,th themes fecely
debated in the Timacus and the Crias themselves hlp to establish
the dating of these two dislogues.

Have the texts come down o us complee? The queston only
arises in the cas of the Cra: ieee Bent—and he slone—has
drawn aention, in his Atlantide, to the presence in the Hoggar of
a manuscipt containing 3 full text of the Criis. But was it not
Plats own intention that the dialogu should remain unfinished”
One perspcacious scholar has noted that, right from the stae of
the Timaeus, latoslrts the reader o the incomplete nature o the
situation. For what does Socratessay? One, two, thee—but where,
my dear Timacus, i the fourth of our guests of yesterday?” And
Tumaeus repies, ‘Some sickness has befallen him, Socrtes; for he
would never have stayed away from our gathering of his own free
—

But what exactly did take plac the evening befor, in the course
of the philosophical symposium the conclusions of which Socrates
Summarizes here? It i usually cimed that Socraes is summing
up the contents of the Republi. That is both true and fals. It is
true that al the same elements seem to be present:the Guardians”
responsibily in the miltary domain, the prohbiton of gold and
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0 THE ATLANTIS STORY

ikoumene (the known world) and.from his several wives produces
forty-fve childen, eighteen of whom are Titans. His daughter
Basilia (Monarchy) has two splendid children, Helios and Selene,
fathered by her brother Hyperion. The children are assassinated by
their undes, ater which the Atlantes identify them a3 the Sun and
the Moon. Their mother Baslia disappears in a storm and is then
considered to be 3 goddess and receives sacifces from the people
After the assasination of Hyperion, this magic African kingdom
s divided up between his other sors, chef among them Atlas and
Cronos (1, b

Atlss too is an expert i astrology and gives his name to the
high mountin range mentioned by Herodotus. His son Hesperus
disappears in the same way 35 Basilia and, in his tun, becomes 3
star, while his daoghters, the Alantdae ‘founded the human race’
U1, 4. One of them gives birth to Hermes, 3 benefactor of the
human race, athered by a certain Zeus, while another Zeus, not the
grandsn of Cronos but his brother, engenders ten sons in Crete
These ten son, fathered by Zeus (not Poseidon), constitue the only
point of ontact between Diodorus Siculus and Plata’sstory. But one
can see how this might have given birth o the myth o the Cretan
Atlanti briefly mentioned above.

However, the Zeus who i involved here s not the Olympian god.
The latter who took contrl of the whole world, was the son of 3
bandit called Cronos (s brother of ) and his sister Rhea (Il
15, 2. He succeeded his father, ither when the lattr stood down
or following & popular revol against Cronos the tyrant.

s i certinly 3 strange myth and it is only very tenuously
linked with the Platonic one. However, Diodorus' tex is the only
one relating to Atlantis to come from sources other than Plato and
Theopompus. Elsewhere, mentions of the Alanti story invariably
efer back to Plto,

That i certainly true in the case of 2 brief remark made by Pliny
the Elder (Natural History 1, 204-5), who observes that Nature
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INTRODUCTION

T ke bock b been geminating i e for st bt
2 century. In 1953, i the presence of Henri rénée Marrou, |
defended a diploma o advanced studies (today it would be calleda
‘masters dissertaion’)on The Platonic Conception of History. It was,
in truth, the work of a historian of philosophy rather than history in
the traditional sense of the word. In this thesi, which afforded me.
my first chance to read the entire works of Plato, a few pages were
devoted to Atanti.Six years later,in 1959, Raymond Weil published
his Archéclgie de Plton, in which he raised the question of the
sources o Plato’s historcal stories, in particular that told i Laws,
book I, and concluded that it was a kind of pastiche of history as
practised by the great Greek historians, Herodotus and Thucydides.

As 3 young teacher at the Lycée Pothier, in Orleans, from 1955
t0 3956, 1 attended a lecture by Fernand Robert, professor of Greek
at the Sorbonne. In this he presented the ‘Cretan hypothesis but
(o his credit)did 50 someshat hesitantly: was it the case that the
civlization of Atlants, in which the sacrificeof bulls was prominent
and which was 50 hururious and bossted such splendid monumental
architecture, must owe something to the splendours o the Minoans?
One immediste objection sprang to mind. How could Plato have
known about a Cretan culture that had vanished a thousand years
earler? True, Thucydides had declared Minos o be the irst inventor
of a thalassocracy; however, he had—with good reason—said nothing,
about the weslth of the sovereigns of Crossus or about gold or,
again with good reason, sbout the unknown metal, orichalcum. My
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s responsible for the fact that slands Desme detached from the
mainland, as Cyprus was separated from Syria and Evboea from
Bocotia; Pliny also notes cases of 3 reverse movement in which
islands disappear and join up with terafrma, as at Epidaurus. There
are kewise regions that become completely submerged, the principal
‘example being Atantis,which was swamped by the Atlantic cean, i€
we are o believe Plato (i latoi credim)’. May one perhaps detect
a hint of scepticism here?

‘Where Plutarch is concerned, there i o such hint. In his Life of
Solon (36, 3; 31, 6-32, 2, he i i truth inclined even to outdo Plato
Unlike Plato, h siuates Solon's voyage to Egypt in  period after bis

‘gislation; and he caims to know the names of theinterlocutors with

hom Solon discussed philosophy and from whom he heard the story
£ Atantis. The priests were Psenopsis of Heliopols and Sanchis of
Sais. Solon did try to introduce the story of the lost Adantis ‘in 3
poetical form to the Greeks’ but, a5 Plutarch goes on o explain,

Solon, aftr beginning hi gret work (oge) on the sory or fble
(mhos) of the lost Adantis which, a5 he had hard rom the leared
men (i) of i, particurly concered the Athenians, abandoned
it ot for Iack ofesur . but rather because o his ld sge, fearing
the magiude of the task . Phat, ambitiousto aborste and adorn
he subjec o the lost Atlants, s i t were the solof a e estte
unoccupied but sppropriately his by vitve of some kinship with
Solon, began the work by aying out great porches, encosures and
Courtyards,such 35 o stoy, e, r oesyeve hd befoe. Bt he was
ace in beginning, and ended his e befor the work. Therefore the
grester our deight in what he actully wroe,the greste our diess
i view of what he left undone. For a5 the Olympieu n th cy of
Athens s the tale of the lost Alantis in the wisdom of Plto is the
only one amang many beatifl works toremain unfinished "

“This text clearly does not draw solly upon Plato. It ncorporates
atleast ne internal contradicton. Theorigin of the myth of Adlntis
s fes atributed to two learned men, one from Heliopolis, the ther
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4 Tt ATLANTIS STORY

brought to my attention the Gothic tinged deology of Olof Rudbeck,
and Marie-Laurence Desclos."

In the course of these discussions | sometimes crossed swords
with Luc Brisson, a stolid Québequois to whom I was sometimes
obliged to surrender my weapons.* Subsequently we met on several
occasions, serving a5 co-examiners of the doctoral theses of scholars
such a5 Marie-Laurence Desclos and Anissa Castel Bouchouchi, who.
produced a major essay comparing ideas on the Platonic corpus a5
her contribution to a caloquium in Cerisy"*

Among.the works that | encouraged, without actvally meeting
thei authors, was the important book by Jean-Franois Pradeau, Le
Monde de a politigue. Sur I réct aclant de Platon.” Pradeau diverges
from my ideas only on points of a very secondary nature while, for
my part, it is mainly the ite of his book that leaves me hesitan.
1 myself would prefe to speak of an antipolitcal world, for—with
the exception of warfare—Plato condemns al the activiies of an
Athenian citzen.” The primitive Athens of the prologue to the
Timaeus and the Criias encourages warrior activites and is governed
by gods, mot by iself nor by human politcans.

Quite apart from my pleasure at being cited, how could I not
rejoice when I read, in Richard Elis's excellent Imagining Atantis
“Is it ot possibe to believe that Plato wrote the story of Atantis
a5 a parable of the demise of Pericles’ Athens?* In contrast, how
Rt to smile—or indeed weep—upon reading, in a ‘serious’ work
that tself refers to a ‘serious' journal, that Plato misread the notes
written by Solon, who had declared that the island of Atlantis was
Ralf-way (meson) between Libya and Asia, mot that it s larger
(eizan) than the two put together? This ‘serious’ author then
herself proceeded to indule in a litle emendation of her own,
solemaly explaining tha in truth it was Solon who had misread the
Egyptian sources!™* Alas, when realism gets 3 hald on us

In my opinion, two outstanding works now dominate the enquiry
into the history of the myth of Atlants. One is the huge thesis





index-66_1.png
44 THE ATLANTIS STORY

Agains¢ Apion (ate first century) declares that Herodotus and the
Greek historians as 3 whale are all s, he does 50 in Greek. His
response is that of a victim of colonization, comparable (o the
reaction of Algerian writers and historians who denounce French
colonialism but do 5o in the language of their masters. Yet in
the case of Flavius Josephus, there was, after all, a difference, for
the Greeks were not his real masters, since they themselves were
subjects of the Romans. In the second century, a certain Numenius
of Apamaea was to narl, 'What s Plato if not a Moses who speaks
the Ateic language?™

The issue was taken up and re-laborated by the apologists
of Chritianity (Tatian, Theophilus of Antioch and Clement of
Alexandria). As representatives of the true lsral, they were in duty
bound to take over the legacy of Israel according to the Ark that
held ther covenant with ther Lord—at least right down to the
time of the Incarnation. Down to the Incarnation but, of course,
o further. Consider the case of an apologist such 3s Tertulian,
who wrote an account of his literary and religious life between
196 and 222. He was 3 passionate and powerful orator who felt 3
certan sympathy with Pontius Pilate who, he clsims, was already a
Christian (Apology XXI, 24) and he described the Jews as persecutors
(Apology XX, 24). He nevertheless considered Moses to be ‘sbout
four hundred years before the time when Danaus, who is your (the
Greeks') most ancient of men, emigrated to Argos, and consequently
before Saturn himself” (Apology XIX, 2). Tertullan was the frst
Christan to mention Atantis. What did he say about it? Simply
that, contrary to what empty-headed people believed, the Christians
were in o way responsibe fo al catastrophes: I the Tiber reaches
the walls, .. if the sky doesn't move or the earth does, if there is
famine, i there is plague, the cry is at once “The Christians to the
lions!" Then, having pointed out that there was no lack of calamities
in history, he adds, "Plato tells of a land greater than Asia or Africa
swept away by the Adantic’" Strikingly enough, while Tertullian
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Not only was Proclus 2 neo-Platonst; ke amblichus,for example,
he was also a neo-Pythagorean who speculted on numbers. The
Pythagoreans maintained that the whale of physial creation was
comprehended by numbers and al the works of Nature conformed
to 2 numerical system (16, 20). Every number thus called for an
explanation, whether it was the One, a dyad, a triad or the tetractus
(the sum of the ist four numbers).For instance,even the number of
participants n a dislogue was of considerable significance. Procus’s
remarks were based on what his techer Syrisnus used to sa: when,
the number of listeners drops, discourse proceeds in & more secret
and ineffable manner’ (26, 7). In Procluss view, it would be inept,
here, to take lterally Plato’s remark that the fourth listener was
absent on account of sickness.

Interest i numbers was not resricted to neo-Pythagorean circles.
It not surprising that speculation on rumbers i called geometra
by Lamblichus and gamatrya i the Talmud.

Proclus provides both a history of the interpretation of Aantis
and his own method of interpretation. Crantor, who was never a
scholarch but did play an important fole in the Academy of the
second hal of the fourth century oc, dedared that

Pltss contemporares mocked him, saying that he did ot invent
his Republc. but had copied it from the intitutions of the Egyptians
nd had thought what thy s3d i mockery was 50 important that he
had ascribed to the Egypeans this tory sbout the Athenisns and the
Alantes and had them sa tha the Athenins truly had ived under
his regime at on point i the pst.

06,510

S, al this talk about the Atiantes was ‘purely and simply a story,
ccording to Crantor, who goes on to mention the nscribed stones.
that Solon saw in Egypt.

Proclus continues as follows: ‘Others say that Atantis s a fable,
2 fiction with no realty but one that does give some indication
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esceeding high curse nd most foully revile him, for that his burning
heat afflcts ther people and theicLand' (Book IV, 189)”"

Afeer a further ten days of trave, anather saly hill,with some
watr near by, is seached. This il o i inhaited Alongid i s
2 mountain named Atas. It is narow, perfectly rounded and 50
lofy that the summit i sidto be aways ou o sigh, enveloped in
ouds n summer and winter lke. Th inhabtants o this land say
thatit isthe pillarthat holds up the sky. These people are alledthe
Adantes. e 53id that theyeat o lving creature and e no dreams
in their sleep’ (IV, 184). There are clearly several ways to read such
a text, which is followed by a passage on the Pilars of Heraces’,
which are here situated on the Afrcan continent, not out 10 se
But in my view, thee i 2 clear connection between this perfecty
ounded mountain and the precincts that Posedon constructs 38 if
using a potter's wheel.

Vet why has this connecton so been seldom noted untl ecently?
Probably because, particularly in France, thre s t00 great a gap
between historicl and.philosophical studies. The notion tht 3
Philosopher might take an intrest in history and 2 historan in
Philosophy makes Lt hesdway i some quarters, lhough his does
not necessarily indicate any dsinclinatio to distinguish surces and
arrange them in order of priorty. Must we stl, even today, bang.
an about the slence of Herodotus and Thucydides on the subject
of Atanis* when for centuris it bas been establhed tha that
continent was a pure fabrcaion on the pit of Pato? Meanwhile, to
argue,ontheother hand, s Phto had never red ethr Herodotus
o Thucydides is altogether absurd. There can be o doubt tht he
had read them; but he then transformed them in is own ashion,
which was ot particulrly favoursbl to positivist history such a3
that which—let us face it—Herodotus and Thucydides did, in their
o vy, help to nvent.

Plato was perfectly at bty to expunge Salamis from th hstory
of the Persian Wars,™ but for Herodotus and Thucydides that
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ander the title Le Myche lidraiv de [atlancde (1800-19.319) Lorigine
el fin, Greaoble, ELLUG, 2004,
Sutton Publishing, 2003, It moald be unfsir not 1o nts tha the st
Nistory of the myth, after Thomas Hen Marti, whomn | discuss in
Chapter 1, was by Lyon Sprague de Camp, Lost Coneinens:che Adanfts
Theme in History, Hew York, 1954, znd e, 1570,
Flere s the s, in cheonological order: ‘Herodate et IAtantide, enre
s Grece 1 s Juis. Reftesions sur historiograpbie du siede des
Winieres, Quadern & Storia 16 (July-December 1983). pp-3-7°
reprinied in Les Grees, ey Mstorens, 1 démocrate, L Découverte,
000, UAantide et les nations’, Reprézentarions de [orgtne
Litértre, Histore, Chllsecion, Cahisrs CRLH-CIRACY, 3, Universivt
la Reunion, 1987, reprnted in Lo Dimecracte grecque wie dileurs,
Flammarion, 1950 and 1996, 5. 13959 {Politcs Amicr and Modern,
trans by Janet Loy, Polty Press, Combridge, 1995): ‘De IAtlaniide
& Masada. Heflextons sor querele mythe, histoire =t politque’, Sigfe
20 (Aumumn-Winter 2003}, pp.62-83; Les Alantides), pretace to the
ocsedings of the Cery colloquum (30-30 Jaly 2002}, Atlancides
imagiagires.
Latntide dessnt ke detrot de Gibralar? Myche et géologi,
Comptes rendus de [Acadame des Sclenes de Fari, Scenres de I torrs
¢ du Planecs 533 (2001, pp.23)-40 (s thsis lsy presentzd in she
procecdings of the Cerisy coloiur.
The Flod from Heaven Deciphening the Arlois Legend, New Yock and
London, 1992. Zanpger bece refers to my 1564 artick.
thud, p 32z,
10 86, Thusydides
the isand of Atantis, in the Land of the Locrian Opontee where ot
the arart of the Peloponnesian War, » orc stood. Poseily the name
stuck in Plats mind.
Cited by Richard Els bagining Acanci, p. 3. te also cite a emark
ade by L. Sprague de Catmp: To change all the detaile of the story
{00 by Pl 3nd i il b s acoune s ke procining v
legerdary King Axthur ‘eslly o be Queen Cleopates, Lone Comprions
£-80. The book by Peter D James that s ched is Conturnes of Daessy.
4923 01 have not seen thi oo
“The s and Minoan Crete’,
PP aig-106.
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On the subject of Adantis, geography, then taking its Brst steps,
adopted 2 similar line to that of Valtaire o, better sil, Fréset
Dhmille, for example, wrote 25 follows: 'Why ot ascribe Plato’s
‘artative ¢o an Athemian who wished to celebrate his own land. and
what he saye about the organisation of Atlantls to a philosopher
indulging in speculation more magnificen than realistic?>*

Bver since the Portuguese and Spanish explorations during the
Renaissance, Maderra, the Canarics and the Azores had figured as
likely bypotheses for the nterpeetation of he Timaeus and the Critis
So Voltaie cannot be sad to be particularl innovative in this respect,
In the seventzenth century, the German Jesuit Athanasius Kircher
(1602-80), who was the st o produce a map of Attantis (see Fig, 10,
p.69), had. in his Subterranean World™ set out the hypothesis that
che Guanches, the Spanizeds’ predecessors i the Canary lsles, might
be sucvivors from the epic of Atantis. In the nineceenth century, that
hypothesis i) found a scholarly supporter,” and it is one that even
today is encountered among more or less well-informed specialists.””
It becoraes mare complicated, in 2 more ot less secularized farm,
among certain theorists of the catasrophe. For example, ), Picton
de Toucneford, the famous traveller in the Est, explains that the
opening up of the strats of Gibealtat was 4 consequence of & more
ancient rupture that had ceeated the Basphorus

Perkaps the horcifying ecuption that in the ozean at that
swept away the famous idland of Atantis that
The Canary Isls, the Asores and America may

comstitute what remains of ; 30 It would not be surprisig 10 find
that they ate populated by descendants of Adam or Noah, nr that
es e the same weaponty a1 other proples of Asis and

B R R T R ——
centuries, the quest for Atlantis could thus scll be combined with
che biblical legend about the sons of Noah.
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history) on which I had been examined in October 1953 by Henri-
Irénée Marrou. In the course of writing that thesis, I had become
convinced not only that Plato was no historian (by no means
an astounding discovery), but furthermore that in his seemingly
historical texts, that s to say the Laws, the prologue to the
Timacus, the Critas and the Republic, he manifested a pronounced
hostility toward history as practised by Herodotus and Thucydides.
When Plato wrote history, he engaged in pastiches rather than any
direct enquiry. As Marrou pointed out, 1 had treated Plato s 2
philosopher rather than a historian

My contacts with ltaly and ltalian researchers were at that time.
very limited. | was familar only with Adolfo Levi’s works on Plato's
conception of time. But soon after the Orleans episode and with the
support of André Aymard, who at that time played 2 leading role
in ancient history, I was appointed as an assistant lecturer in the
Faculty of Letters of Caen University. The Chair of Ancient History
there was at that time occupied by Henri Van Effenterre, who had
written 2 book on La Crate et le monde grec de Platon 4 Polybe
(Crete and the Greek world from Plato to Polybius).* When | told him
that I had read his thesis,  suspect he imagined that I was simply
Battering him. We certainly did not approach Plato from the same
‘angle, but despite our disagreements we remained friendly enough
for him to realize that I was no fatterer. In 1963 he arranged an
opportunity for me to visit the excavations at Malia. However, this
had o bearing on the subject of Atantis

The purpose of my work on that subject was not so much to
write 3 thesis on Greek fourth-century historiography, which is
what André Aymard had suggested, but rather to understand the
significance, in Platos thought, of the opposition between on the
one hand the prehistoric Athens (taken by German historiographers
o be the real early Athens), described to Solon by the priest n Sais,
and, on the other, Atantis, the imperialist and maritime power that
disappeared in a cataclysm while 2 purged Athens survived it. In
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We grasp at everything but clasp nothing but wind. Plato brings in
Solon to relte that he had lesned from the priestof the town of Sais
in Egypt how, long before the Flood, there was a vt island called
Atantis right at the mouth of the Staits of Gibraltar, occupying an
area greater than Asia and Afrca ombined: the kings of that country.
who not only possessed th sland but had spread on to the mainland
actossthe bresdth of Afrca s ar 1s Egypt and the length of Europe
3¢ far 3¢ Tuscany, planned to stride over into Asia and subdue all the
peoples bordering on the Mediterranean 25 far 25 the Black Ses. To
this end they had traversed Spain, Gaul and Italy and reached 2 far
a5 Greece when the Athenians withstood them; but soon afer, those
Athenians, 35 well ¢ the people of Atantis and their island, were
englfed in that Flood. It s most ikly that that vast inundation
should have produced strange changes to the inhabitable areas of the
workd: it is maintsined that it wsthen that the sea cutoff Sicly from.
Ly .35 well 15 Cyprus from Syria and the ishand of Negropontus
(Buboea]from the Boeorian mainland... et there i lctelkelivood of
that iland's being the new World which we hav recently discovered,
foritwas vireualytouching Spain; ¢ would be unbelievabl for 3 lood
o force it back more than twelve hundred legues to where it is now;
besides, our modern seamen have already all but discovered that it i
ot an island but a mainland contiguous with . lands lying beneath
both the Poes ..

It is worth noting that Montaigne does not dedlare Adantis to
be a Platonic fiction. He simply says tht even if Atlantis had been
eroded, as had certain sites in the Dordogne region not far from
his home, that had nothing to do with America which, for it part,
was intact al the way from the Great North down to the Straits of
Magellan. Montaigne’s eference to the Flood in this passage is the
sole indication that he had received a Christian education. He does
not mention any theories that link Atlantis to Palestine, but cals for
‘pure’ history and geography, adding: "What we need is topographers
who would make detailed accounts of the places which they had
actually been to. But because they have the advantage over us of





index-152_2.png





index-42_1.png
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“without strife’ (Critas 109b). It would not have been seemly to
imagine such wrangling among deities who, in Plato’s view, could
ot be other than good.

All the same, at the origin of the Adantis story lies Poseidon's
desire (epithumia) for 2 girl, Clto, whose name evokes glory (Keos).
Clito s the only daughter of an autochthonous couple ‘born from
the earth,just 35 the Athenians caimed to be. The names of Clito's
parents are Evenor and Leukippe. Etymologically, Evenor evokes a
man of valour, while the name Leukippe evokes the white horse
which, in the mythical team of horses of the Phaedrus, symbolizes
noble passion, thumas (while epichunia, desie, is represented by
2 black horse). Right from the start, there is thus a mixture, an
intermingling of the divine and the human. And it is precisely the
progressive predominance of the human element over the divine
that, at the end of the Criias, brings about the degeneration of
Adantis and its people, who have become ‘flled ... with lawless
ambition and power’, and that leads to Zeus's decision to destroy
Adantis,

Between the beginning and the end of Atlantis 2 long story
unfolds, one that is 2 total fabrication by Plato, and that, unlike the
story of primitive Athens, is stuffed full of numbers.*

In archaic Athens there are individuals,legendary kings, who—as
if by chance—are involved in certain myths relating to Poseidon,
One example is Erechtheus, who has slain three of the sons of the
god of the sea."" Plato makes no reference to this, but could surely
‘assume that his readers would know of it. However, let s return to
the love affair becween Poseidon and Clito. Clito, an orphan but a
nubile one, lives on a hillin the middl of the great island. Poseidon
turns this island into a fortress: He made circular belts of sea and
Land enclosing one another alternately, some greater, some smaller,
two being of land and three of se, which he wrought as it were
out the midst of the island, as if using a potter’s wheel, 50 as to be
impassable for man, for at that time neither ships nor sailing were
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their miracles, ‘However,later on, 35, with time, such signs ceaced,
you find many Greeks who used to believe and had been baptised
believing no longer and paying no heed to the OId and the New
Testaments? Clarly they were men of litte fith. 5o it was with
justification that a certain Egyptian clled Solomon told Plato, “The
(Greeks are eternal children:  Greek never grows up and among you
people there i no really old teaching that has grown white with
2ge"7 (There is a twofold confusion here, first between Solon and
Soloman and secondly between Soloman and the Egyptian priest”)
Whereas

the wholeof Etiopi and the souther regions confirmed the Dvine
Scripturs, only the Greek, with no wisdom apar from their v,
Knew nothing of ther sabvation. Only Timeus, mentioned sbove,
inding sources 1 know not where, possbly among the Chaldens,
recast thei storis, tlling of ten king from that distant Lnd, the
sl of Aantis (ehich, sccoding o him, became submerged) who
conscrpted theLocal peoples and, oce arrived her, conquered Erope
. Asia. Al of which is  manfet nvention (hper saphstton st
plama). Since Tinseus was unable to show thisland, h said it had
been submerged by the will of God.

So it was all an invention, albeit one based on the Bible. As we shall
See,simila arguments were to be put forward much later, in the Age
of Enlightenment. Meanwhile we have at least learnt rom the above
what 3 Coptic Christian thought of the Greeks.
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Was scepticism such as that evinced by Voltsire  sufcent antidote
o this kind of credulousness?" What makes the story of Atantis
such a striking and special case s that one needs to remove it from
the real world (which did not happen unti the 1843 Dissertation

roduced by Thomas-Henri Martin, who was . truly professional
storian of ancient philosophy and science) and at the same time to
interpret it a5 Plato himself conceived it, tha i to say 35 & radical
itique of the maritime imperialism of Athens. This interpretation,
which | have endeavoured to resuscitate, was proposed o the first
time by Giuseppe Bartol, who was born in 177 and taught Italizn
oratory and Greek literature at the University of Turin from 1745
€0 1763, 1n 1779, he published his crucial work, An Essay on Platos
own historical explanation of his Adanti,whic has s ar ot ben taken
into consideration. Bartoi' book was widely misunderstood, even by
Thomas-Henri Martin."*

Unlike Voltaire, Georges Curier (1769-1832) believed in the
existence of fosils, but ruled out human ones. He thought that the
earch's bistory had repeatedly been punctusted by catastrophes and
that the merit of Plato’s ‘poetic imagination’ was that it took us back
€0 the major crsi of the Flood and the Bible

“The transition from a geologist’s Atantis to the Adantis of poets
and novelists thus proceeded extremely slowly. As will b seen, i the
present book I use the name of Jules Verne to symbolze that second
phase. However, s will lso b seen, s early 35 1797, Fabre dOlivet
(1767-18325), the ‘imperial theosophist, was already beginning to
speculate about the people of Alantis. The same can be said of
German Romantics such as Novals, who idealized what, for Plto,
was an empire of evil, and turned it into 2 secret paradise

“The great scholar Alexander von Humboldt,who was born in Berlin
in 1769 and died in 1859, arrived in Pari in 1798. Between 1799
and 1804 he was exploring South America and raising questions
about the geography of Atlantis without, it seems to me, adopting
any definite position on the matter. As a German who chose o






index-213_3.png





index-176_1.png





index-183_2.png





index-85_1.png





index-143_2.png





index-158_1.png
i e an aur e acey
concentrate on water, earth and drears, 3 these bave all figored in
2 whale series of texts that have played a fundamental role in the
itory ofthese imaginazy representations, a history to which | offer
it 35 my owm contriburon.

We have noted the sppearance (one could ot call it a birth) of an
ineraction between Adantis and the ‘ocols scenves’ at the end of
the cightcenth century, in paecicular i the works of William Blake
and Eabre d0ivet. Let e now sy this interaction 2 € «ppears ac
e end ofthe rincteenth century in the woek of William Scott Ellot,
the spokestman of theosophs.® | aan well aware that a theosophical
Atlantis was originaly created by Maame Helena Blavatsley” not
by ScorcBlior, Blavatsky's string of witings, under the general
itle of The Secret Ducrrine, appeared at intervals both throughout
her lfetime and sker her death, becween 1888 and 1536 (she died
1 2893). She situated the lost continent 1n 3 ictional Lemaria,
positioned somewhere between Afics and South-Bast Asia, in such
2 fantasial manner that she was eventvally discmed by London's

ety for Peyehical Reseatch, However, 1 confess that | could not
summan up the courage to tackle sch speculaions, especially since,
thanks 10 my lte, lamented friend, Simon Pembreke, | could lay my
hand on a copy of the 1909 editon of The Story of Atlanis by Colonel

1 own that | am not very famibar with the history of the ‘occult
sciences’, but T fancy that their reappearance in the late nineteenth
century, at the height of this positivist period, may be explained
pychologically a5  zeaction against positivism. ALY, Sinnett, wh
prefaces Scott-Elliat's book, writes, for instance (p.is), “Theze is o

limit really €0 the resources of astral clalrvoyance in investigasions
concenning the past history of the earth, (when) we are concerned
with the events that have befalen the human tace in p
. He goes on to declare that that cliirvoyance allows us to

tact both with a past of the Earth that preceded the

appeasance of mankind and with “more recent events or current

istoric






index-120_1.png
= e
ottt
e

e ECa

S e s v






index-106_2.png





index-198_1.png





index-24_1.png
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ovn feling was that, contrary to Thucydides’s opinion, the Minoan
thalassocracy owed much to the Athenian one, as developed after
and even durin the Persian Wars.

Atlanti too wasa thalassocracy. s origins went back to Poseidon's
love for the nymph Clto Clto presented the god with five pairs of
tins and these became the ist ten kings of Atantis.Is terrestrial
and maritime space had been divded without strife (ou katerin)
between the gods fo, s Plato explains, it would not be reasonable
0 suppose that the gods were ignorant of their own several rights,
nor yet that they attemped to acquire for themselves, by means
of strife a possession to which others, 2 they knew, had a better
daim?

Those words show that lato wascritical o the Athenian tradition,
with which he was certanly familiar since it was lusrated on the
west pediment of the Parthenon, sculpted by Phidias and Icinus,
and he himself pokes fun at i in the pastiche of a funeral speech
included in the Menexenus: Our countryis deserving of prais, not
only from us but from all men, on many grounds, but fist and
foremest because she is god-beloved. Th strife (ers) of the gods
who contended over her and thei judgement kriss) tstify to the
truth of our statement.”

I the divine distributon mentioned in the Crias, what realy
interestd Plato was Athens, which was dominated prtly by Athen
and Hephaestu, the deities of wisdom and craftsmanship respec-
ively, and pardy by Posedon, the ‘earvshaker of the Homeric
world and above all, the god of the sea. Although that division
was ffected "without strfe, both the prologue to the Timaeus and
the Critas nevertheless refer to the battle between ‘the children
of Athens’, 25 Nicole Loraux call them, and the descendants of
Foscidon, every one of these  thaassocra f ever there was one.

While these deas were taking shape in my mind, | was making
new intelectual acquaintances: et and foremost Pierre Lévéque,the
late and much lamented archacologist and historian of Greece, also
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0 be used a5 a handy stop-gap when one needs to posit a source
for the transmission of letters. He has, however, on gmcasion been
explicty cted, a5 in the text mentioned above (Strabo I, 103), in
which the geographer notes that oseidonius had allthe more reason
€0 believe in the existence of Atantis, given that Plato himself did.
As we shall see, this whole discussion took place within the very
Academy founded by Plato, where his deification had as yet reached
only its early stages

To the best of our knowledge, Diodorus Siulus* lived between 80
and 30 5, which would make him ten years older than Virgl. He
speaks of Atantis as 2 follower of Herodotus rather than of Plto,
and also of Euhemerus,  thinker who was  native of Messene in
1 early thied centry B and the suthor of an imaginary journey
i uhich the reader ws tod that the gods were former great men
10 had been carried to 3 higher level by the swell of collective
Diodorus Siculus’s Libray of History, there is no Adlants, in
the Platonic sense of the word. Or rathe, to be mare precise, there
occasionally seems to be some confusion between the Adantidae,
that s to say the daughters of Atla, such 33 the Odsey's Calypso,
and the Adantes, a people of Libya who were neighbours (o, and
victims of, the Amazons. However, such confusion s dispelled once
the manuscripts are corrected.” Diodorus does not name his source,
who may have been an Alexandrian mythographer of the second
centary s, a certain Dionysius of Mytilene known as ‘Dionysius of
the leather arms'. The general inspiration o these few pages (I, v
and i) i decidedly Euhemerist. The localization of the Atantes s
vague: al that Diodorus tell us on this score s that they nhabit the
regions bordering the Ocean and possess & prosperous lan

In any case, the king who brings them out of a savage state and
into an organized ane is none other than an observer of the stars by
the name of Ouranus. Ouranus founds a ciy, i able o predict the
future, thanks to his skll 25 an astronomer, conquers most of the
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intentions and alusions. Not that I think that this ealy involves
a ‘philosophy of history' in the strict sense o the expression.”
Rather, it is 3 matter of a pastiche of history, as Christopher Gil
hasrightly detected*Insimilar fshion, inthe Meneaenus, Plto has
Aspasia prodce 3 pastiche of the funeral ration that Thucydides
sscribes to Pericles after the fst year of war and that Nicoe
Loraux has analysed so brllantlyin her Th Invenion of Aches. All
of this goes t0 show that Psto had read Thucydides very dosely
indeed, just 38 he studied Herodotus attenively before proceeding
o pastiche and citcize i That i 2 poin that | made way back
in 1964, when I compared ‘the grea and marvllous explits of
Athens mentioned by the Timacus (106)to th geat and marvellous
deeds done by Greeks and foregners” tha are evoked in the very
st sentence of Herodotuss Historis. Since then, the point has
been further developed in partclar by Jean-Frangos Pradas,
who has produced  dose analysis of the Herodotean leicon of
th Cria, proving that this dislogue employs ceran terms that
do not appear elsewhere i Plato’s works,terms thit ae borrowed
rom Herodotus.™

Such studies have conirmed the basic hypathsis that 1 put
forward i the 19605 namely,tht th story of Athens’swir agsnst
Adantis, that s of the war of n Athens such 3 Plato would have
ished i o be,is meant to epresent & war waged becween 3 o-
culledprimicive or archaic Athens against the mperialis Athens that
th city became aftr the Persian Wr, relying on its naval power
There are plenty of alusons to support tht inerpretation, such
45 the reference to the Actapolis, to the temple of Poseidon and
o the port that resembles the Piracus 50 losly. Without restating
0 the detsils o this argument,sufice ¢ 0 noe tht the country
s divided nto ten parts (Cras 1360) and that orchalcum ‘was the
most precious metal then known except gld (Critis 314¢). Adantis
s therby crdited with th te tribes created by Clesthenes and sl
with the Laurion silver mines.
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historian, credulous it may be, and not without a certain mythoy
tendency of his own—even Thucydides has been represented by a
‘modern scholar (M. Cornfoed] as ‘mythistoncus'—but mevertheless
& diligent searcher after rath. Plato, on the other hand, was o
professional bistorian, nor did be pretend to mestrice his bounding
fancy within the limits of historical fact ‘My dear Socrates; he made
Phaedrus say, in the dizlogue of that name, "We all Imow how easy.
i is for you to place your starier in Egypt, or anywhers else you
please. In the Timaeus, sfter istening to the beginning of the story
af Critias about Adlantis, Socrates says of fr—sarely not withouta sly
touch o his well-known iromy—that e has the very great advantage

being 2 fact and ot a ietion'. Plato was a consummate maste of
the arc of Lavesting bis most daring fancies with the solid seeming of
established fact. Critias, who is made  tell the stary, certainly rells
itin the best Platonic manme. He took a night to think it over and to
refresh fis memory of what he heard in his callow boyhood From his
grandfather, also named Critias, a man of ninety years at the ome.
Critias the eider was che son of Dropidas, a relative and Intimate
friend of Solon, who often recited t Dropidas the unfinished poem
in which he had enshrined the stary of Atlantis, its widespread
dorinions, and its sudden axtinction when the gods grew angry
with I, as he had heard from the priests of Sais, In the Egyptian
Delea. No doubr Solon in bis narrative 1o Dropidas completed the
story, which Flato snd Critss left half told, in plain, unvarnished
peose. As for the alleged poem, there is, says Jowett, no other trace
of it in annquicy, 5o that all the docurentary evidence we have for
the Egyptian origin of the story or for any vestige of actual fact in
3, is the version of it put by Plato into the mouth of Critias in the
o dialogues already maentioned. As 1o the Bgyptisn origin assigned
 ic by Plato, that is easily explained. You Greeks', he makes the
priests of Sais say to Solon, ‘are merely children, 3nd you have no
sense or knowledge of real antiquity. You have not even & tradition
of the greatest achisvement of your race when the Athenians single-
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56 THE ATLANTIS STORY

An alert wasfirs sounded in Flrence in 1485, when the humanist
Marslo Fiino translated a number of Platonic dialogues. induding
the Crias, He decreed that the story was true—true atleast in the
Platonic sense which, however, certinly did ot make it possible to
Show Adantis on 3 map. Ficinds explanation of the story was
based on the Bible A second alert was sounded when, in 1492.
Christopher Columbus, possibly encouraged by Aristotle, believed
that he had found 3 new route to India (although what he had
eally discovered was, of course, America). Was this  New World?
s early 3 3 November 1493, it was certanly declared t0 be s0 in 3
letter written by Piero Martirio d/Anghiera in Barcelona to Cardinal
Ascanio*The Atanti bandvwagon now began o oll,and there would
be no stopping it.

s Clude LeviStrauss has splendidly descibed,

A continent), hardy touched by mankind, lay open to men whose
greed could no longer be saisied in the other [continent], A second
Fall was sbout to bring everything into question: God, morality snd
the v Procedures at once simultaneous and contradictory were to
confrm these things in fact, and refute them in law. The Garden of
Bden was found o be rue, for instance; Lkewise the ancients Golden
Age,the Fountain o Youth, Atantis,the Gardens of the Hesperides,
and the Fortunate Islands. But the spectacle ... made the European
sceptical of [the existing notions of] revlatio, salvaton, moralty
and law

In The Tempese, Shakespeare was to call it 2 ‘Brave New World' See
also Fig. 12 on page 70.

How was Adlantis ftted into this grand scenario?” By and large,
the men of the sixteenth century approached the New World with
two essential frameworks in mind. One had been formed by the
Graeco-Roman tradition on which they had been nurtured, which
included Plato’s Aantis;the other was the biblical tradition, which
they regarded as the truth

By 1527, Bartolomeo de las Casas, the famous bishop of Chiapas,
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as different 25 could be from the Athens ironically praised in the
Menexenus, tepresents a politcal expression of ‘the Same’ That s
& theory that would certainly explain why the cosmology of the
Timaeus i fllowed up by the Critas* Th primitve Athens is as far
removed from history as could possbly be magined.

Atlantis, in contast, belongs <o the world of hisory, 35 Plato
understands this, apparently a world of pure ‘Otheness’ In the
Timaeus ts description is sketched n and i the Criis it s carefully
drawn i more detal. Even 45 1 use that expresson, the world of
history, 1 realize that it will not rally do, snce or Plato all hstory
was 3 pack of les. The hisory of Aantis traces an unresricted
development of Otherness. The Timaeus presents Atlantis 3t the
height of its imperalisic actvites, 15 an iand that was lager
than Libya and Asia put together (Timacus 24e), situated beyond
the Pillas of Hercules (the stais of Gibratar) i a ‘e ses, not
the “frog-pond” mentioned in the Phacdo, which we know 35 the
Medierranean. Having vanquished Libya nd northern tly,Atanti
sets out to conquer Egype, Greece an the es o the Mediteranean
world. Againt it, Athens stands alone, 35 at Marathon, and it
overcomes the invading forces and librates the peoples that have
been reduced to slavery. This pseudo-historial account raises
2 chronological diffculy that muse surely be delberate. Athens
s 3,000 yesrs older than Sais, the Egyptian city founded by the
goddess Neith (the Egyptian name for Athena) (Timacus 23d-¢). S0
how could the Egyptan ieroglyphs have preserved the description
and story of the founding of the primitive Athens? Here, we desrly
ind ourseves deep in myth.

“The myth starts with this huge island ruled by Poseidon, the god
ofthe sea and the shaker of the eah, while Athena and Hephaestus
e over Athens. The dispute between Athena and Posedon was
5 classic topos of Athenian mythology that was depicted on the
western pediment of the Parthenon. However, no mention of it
i made in the Critias. The apportioning of privleges was effected
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silver, the equalty between men and women, the community of
women and chldren—everything except the idea of entrusting the
city’s leadership solely to philosophers. The exact wording in the
Repubic for the latte idea was: The soul of 2 guardian must be
endowed with a particular nature. It must, s we said, be at once fll
of energy and tender toward philosophy But that notion is masked
here: no distincton is made between 2 philosopher and a warrior
The conversation in the Repubiic began in the Piracus (sce Fig. .
P.32) at the time of the festval of the Bendidaca, devoted t0 2
foreign deity. but it continued as the speakers made their way back
to Athens. The discussion in the Timacus, in contrast, takes place
during Athens's major fesivl, the Panathenaea, to which reference
5 obliquely made (Timaeus 266). By a very strange seigh of hand,
Plato converts the normative analyss of the Republc into history,
et that work (the Repubiic s itel then rlegated to the world of
myeh: The ity with it citzens which you deseribed to us yecterday,
a5 it were in a fable, we il now transport hither into th reslm of
fact pitaleches) (Timaeus 260).

With singular perversit, Plato proceeds to multiply the layrs of
what Roland Barthes (who was certanly familia with the practce)
called the effects of realit’. When, ight at the end of the Republic,
Socrates i about o describe the afterlife, he says, 1t i ot et me
ell you .. the tale to Alinous tod that I hall unfald, bu the tale
of 2 warrior bold, Er,the son of Armenius, by race 3 Pamphilan.
Yet nowhere more frequendly than in the Timaeus does he repeat
warnings of the type: Ths is no mere tory’*

Blato certainly begins by saying that the story that concerns
Adants ‘s derived from an ancient ora waditon’ (Timaeus 204);
nevertheles, this story, “though passing strange, i wholly true
(20d) The written sources of this tale ae Egyptan (343; 27b), but it
isalso transmitted orally an s thus been passed down from Solon
o Critias the Elder, from him o his grandson Critas the Younger,
then repeated by the lattr fist o Timaeus and Hermocrates, then
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exile. They then decded to break away from the multitude of nations
and to depart to some very distant place where no human being
had ever lived” As soon a5 America was discovered, it was regarded
25 one of the places in which the ten lost tribes might be lodged.
Indeed, although Christopher Columbus had not been expecting to
find America, he had taken the precaution of equipping himself with
2 Hebrew-speaking interpreter, in the person of his shig's doctor,
Luis de Torres, a recently converted Jew." So he was presumably
expecting to encounter descendants of these lost Istaclites in either
India or China. This myth even overlapped with that of Atantis, since
the ten tribes were suspected of being responsible fo the destruction
of the island-continent." Another theory was that Atlantis was none
other than Palesine or the world before the Flood. This itted in with
Cosmas's Chrisian Topography: or s, atleat, though Jean de Serres
(Serranus) whose edition of Plato was published by Estienne in Paris
in 1578.” It was,for obvious reasons, above al in Spain that these
questions were of the fist importance, for Spaniards could now be.
regarded as a new chosen people, the more so since in 1492, the
very year of Columbus's voyage, it had decided, through the Edict
of Granada, to expel the Jews from the kingdom.

It was therefore in Spain, or in connection with Spain, the empire
of Charles V and the kingdom o Phiip I, that the debate on the
New World,the Indians,theirlanguages and their origin took off. In
this domain 35 in many others, the ambassadors of Venice served as
excellent witnesses. Forinstance, Gasparo Contarini, the ambassador
t0 Charles V, speaking before the Senate on 16 November 1625 as
an interested observer,described the splendour of the Aztec empire
and deplored the cruelty o the Conquistadores."

In 1553, Francisco Lopez de Gomara took on the role of an
offcal spokesman. In his Historia general de las Indias, in which he
ited the Timaeus and the Critas and, without really explaining the
major contradicion with PLto in presenting Atantis a surviving,
attempted (o show that the new lands could admirably be squared
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