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Introduction

Will some students ever learn from their mistakes? I, for one, certainly hope not.

Without that lurching, freefall feeling when you don’t know the answer to the quiz question staring up from the page—we’ve all been there at one time or another—these students wouldn’t have found the inspiration to look deep within themselves to find . . . not the answer, but something better instead.

Of course a little studying would reveal that the most powerful light source known to man isn’t “lightsabers,” nor do we salt the roads when it snows “to make them taste better,” and that the Treaty of Versailles wasn’t signed by “King Louis the Something,” but where’s the fun in that?

Thankfully, here for us all to enjoy is a fresh batch of A+ wit misapplied to F- quiz scores.


Biology and Chemistry
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Name a living organism that contains chlorophyll.
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What part of the body is affected by glandular fever?


[image: image]



Describe the role of antibodies.
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What is the purpose of red blood cells?
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Name the five senses.
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Explain the meaning of the term myopic.
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What is the primary function of alveoli?
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Explain the benefits of proteins.
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How does your humerus differ from your fibula?
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Give examples of anaerobic activity.
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In order to survive, plants must sometimes compete with other plants. Name something that plants compete for.
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Explain how plants compete.
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What effects can low blood sugar have on a person?
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What effects can high blood sugar have on a person?
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Explain when monkeys and apes began to evolve, and explain how.
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What do we call the chemical reaction between a fuel and an oxidant when heated?
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What is the process in which sugars convert to gases, acids and/or alcohol?
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Give two examples of hydrocarbons.
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What is the carbon cycle?
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What is the chemical formula for water?
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What three elements need to be present to start a fire?
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What are nanoparticles?
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In comparison with large hydrocarbons, how would you describe small hydrocarbons?
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Why is methane a gas at 20 degrees Celsius?
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Why is Mars red?
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Why is chlorine added to tap water?


[image: image]



What is the purpose of amylase?
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Math
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How do you calculate the volume of a prism?
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Two friends share $18 at a ratio of 6:3. How much do they each receive?
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Draw a trapezium.
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Write the number 32545346 in words.
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The probability that Steve oversleeps is three times the probability that he does not. Work out the probability that he does oversleep.
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Draw a polygon.
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Jane works in a café. She wants to work out if more men than women eat cake. Design an observation sheet for her.
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Can you name three types of angle?
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Define a triangle.
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What is the name of a six-sided polygon?
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Define a pentagram.


[image: image]



How do we know this is a right angle?
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In a supermarket one can of tuna costs 79 cents. How many cans could you buy for $3.85?
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Physics
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What are fossil fuels?
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Where and how are fossil fuels extracted?
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What gas is produced when fossil fuels are burned?
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How is burning fossil fuels harmful to the atmosphere?
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What type of electricity production harnesses the power of the sea?
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Give ways that a homeowner can generate and store their own electricity.
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Explain ways that a household energy bill can be reduced.
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What determines the pitch of a sound?
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Why do the windows steam up on the inside of a car on a wet day?
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What does “thinking distance” mean in terms of a vehicle stopping?
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What affects braking distance?
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What does the Law of Gravity refer to?
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What is a hybrid car?
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What is a thermal conductor?
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What are lasers used for?
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How is nuclear fission used to generate electricity?
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Explain how a transformer works.


[image: image]



An astronomer uses a telescope to observe the movement of stars and planets. Give one advantage of having a telescope at the top of a high mountain rather than the bottom.
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English
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What is one of the key themes running through The Diary of Anne Frank?
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Lord of the Flies is often described as “terrifying.” Describe an incident in the book which is terrifying.
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Many believe that Piggy suffers the most in Lord of the Flies. Do you agree? Give reasons.
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What advice would you give an actor playing Piggy?
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Write about a time when either pride or prejudice is important in the novel.
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What are your first impressions of Mr Darcy in Pride and Prejudice?
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Write about the character that has the greatest effect on Scrooge in A Christmas Carol.
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Write about the importance of animals in Of Mice and Men.
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Explain the meaning of the word “dystopia.”
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Explain what a colon is. Demonstrate how it should be applied in a sentence.
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What does Antonym mean?
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Write the longest sentence you can, using appropriate punctuation.
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Use the word “fascinate” in a sentence without changing the tense.
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Define and give an example of an oxymoron.
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A competition has been launched to find young people to join an expedition to the South Pole. Write a brief letter to persuade the organizers that you would be a great asset to the team.
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Religious Studies
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What is an icon?
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What is fasting?
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What do you understand by the following commandment: “Thou shalt not commit adultery”?
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Is life better or worse if people observe the Ten Commandments? Explain your answer.
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What do you understand by the term “afterlife”?
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Can God’s existence be proven? Give an example.
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How is a rosary used?
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Give the names of two symbols found in a synagogue.
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What happened at the birth of Buddha?
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What is a theist?
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What is meant by paradise or heaven?
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Drama and Music
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In King Lear, what theme is most present when Edmund says, “The wheel is come full circle.”?
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Write about the character in Romeo and Juliet for whom you have the most sympathy.
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What advice would you give an actor playing Romeo?
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Summarize Hamlet’s famous soliloquy.
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In The Tempest, why does Ariel sing to Gonzalo’s ear?
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Who do you consider to be the best teacher in The History Boys? Give reasons for your answer.
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What is meant by the terms “protagonist” and “antagonist”?
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What are the components of a diminished seventh chord?
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What is a fugue?


[image: image]



What do you understand by the terms “homophonic” and “polyphonic?”
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To which family of instruments does the clarinet belong?
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What is the time signature of this extract?
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What is an operetta?
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A high level of dissonance is often found in what type of music?
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In music, if “f” stands for “forte” what does “ff” stand for?
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Commonly found in jazz, what are blue notes?
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What does it mean if a note has an accent?
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The tempo of a piece of music tells you the underlying speed, what does the pulse tell you?
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In music, what does andante mean?
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History and Classical Studies
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What is the Revolution of 1668 also sometimes known as?
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Who were the Bolsheviks?
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Who was the last tsar of Russia?
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Explain the reasons for the Wall Street Crash of 1929.
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Who was Malcolm X?
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Describe how Hitler took over Austria in 1938.
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What else might you expect to find inside an Egyptian pyramid, other than mummies?
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Explain the reason for the erection of the Berlin Wall.
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Explain the dangers of life as a cowboy in the American Midwest.
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How was the Black Death dealt with?
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Who were the Mountain Men, and why were they important?
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What was the Treaty of Versailles? Who signed it?
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Which of Henry VIII’s wives was never imprisoned in the Tower of London?
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Define capital punishment.
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When Queen Elizabeth I came to the throne, what was the first thing she did?
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Why did the infamous 1605 Gunpowder Plot fail?
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What is the common translation for the famous phrase carpe diem?
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How did the introduction of the “spinning mule” affect manufacturing in Great Britain during the Industrial Revolution?
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Why did the Romans steal the Sabine women?
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Who or what was a Cyclops?
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Who or what was Pegasus?
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What monsters appear in the Odyssey?
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Why would you require a strong voice to perform in a Greek tragedy?
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The Romans came from which modern country?
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The ancient Romans didn’t have calculators, what did they use instead?
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Who were the Argonauts?
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What didn’t Roman children enjoy about education?
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Describe a Roman dinner party. How is it different from a modern dinner party?


[image: image]



Who was permitted to wear a toga?
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What was Roman life like for women?
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Name one living person who visited the underworld.
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What is a fresco?
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Which civilisation established the first known use of democracy?
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Describe public health in the nineteenth century.
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Media and Business Studies
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What does “self-regulation” mean in the context of media industries?
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Explain how a media star can promote themselves using the Internet.
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Explain the importance of niche markets to media industries.
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How can live streaming of reality shows cause legal problems for its producers?
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What are the vital ingredients for a successful action film?
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Give a two-sentence pitch for your action film idea.
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What does APR mean?
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What is the security code on a credit card?
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Jane has raised money at her school by selling cupcakes at lunchtimes. Give three other ways that she could raise money.
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What does “fair trade” mean?
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How does “fair trade” benefit others?
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What is meant by “brainstorming?”
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Geography
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Name a characteristic of igneous rock.
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How are deserts formed?
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Give three examples of extreme weather.
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How may a quarry be used for tourism purposes?
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Explain how heavy snow can cause disruption to daily life.
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How do reservoirs and dams create a reliable water supply?
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Describe the different phase of the rock cycle.
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What do we call the currents in the earth’s magma?
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What is the name for professionals who monitor and predict volcanic eruptions?
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How can you tell where a river is on an Ordnance Survey Map?
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Photos of the Alps show that glaciers have retreated over the last 50 years. One reason for this could be climate change. What could another reason be?
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What causes heavy rain?
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What kind of wildlife would you expect to see in Antarctica?
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Name an expanse of salty water that’s smaller than an ocean.


[image: image]



What is a continental plate?
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If a coastal arch collapses, what word would describe the remaining rock?
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Turkey has seen a fall in its levels of export trade. Give one possible reason for this.
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The island of Madagascar houses many species that are not found anywhere else on the planet. Give one possible explanation for this.
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What is the name for the long lakes found at the bottom of deep glacial valleys?
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What does it mean if a waterfall has an overhang?
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Extra Credit
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Explain how an ultrasound machine works.
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Give reasons why exercise helps a person lose weight.
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Explain the health benefits of being outdoors.
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What information should you have on a CV?
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What is the most powerful light source known to man?
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Why do we put salt on the roads when it snows?
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On a nature walk, where will you find humus?
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What are minerals?
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What are the characteristics of permeable rock?
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What do you make if you’re a milliner?
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Throwing is one method used to make pottery. Name another.
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What kinds of artists use collage?
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Name three benefits of regular training.
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How do you identify athlete’s foot?
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Why might a professional athlete take beta blockers?
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How many different strokes do Olympic swimmers do in the Individual Medley?
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Why do basketball players dribble close to the ground?
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Assignment: Create a useful questionnaire to gauge your class’s opinion.
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RICHARD BENSON is the author of F in Exams, F for Effort, F this Test, and several other humor books. He lives in London.
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