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Preface
Some of the material contained in this book was first presented by me in 1940, under the title Glossolalia, to the faculty of Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary as a partial requirement for the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. The thesis which was accepted at that time has been considerably revised and enlarged to make up its present form.
This publication contains mainly facts concerning the strange religious phenomenon of speaking in tongues as the phenomenon has appeared from time to time in the last three hundred years, and as it appears today. I have attempted to compile evidence concerning the genuineness of this peculiar phenomenon. I have based this evidence upon what I call historical fact of the past and of the present. For this reason much of the material found here will be the quotations of others. I have tried to present the thoughts of others rather than myself. My task has been one of compiling evidence, and then of drawing certain conclusions which this evidence unavoidably demands.
In the writing of this brief work I wish to acknowledge certain indebtedness to William Arthur Mueller, A.M., Ph.D., then professor of Church History at the Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Overbrook, Philadelphia, Pa., and now professor of History at Colgate-Rochester Theological Seminary, Rochester, New York, who advised me and particularly helped me in the outlining of the original thesis. This outline has been followed in this revision. I wish also to acknowledge my personal debt to Pastor Wesley R. Steelberg, formerly pastor of the Highway Mission Tabernacle, Philadelphia, Pa., now Assistant Superintendent of the General Council of the Assemblies of God, who supplied me with up-to-date material concerning the present-day Pentecostal movement. I also thank any others who have aided me in preparing this manuscript.
Robert C. Dalton



Definitions
(1) Limits of this Publication
This publication concerns itself with a critical study of the supernatural phenomenon of speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy within present-day churches, in the light of their occurrence in the churches of the Apostolic and Patristic periods.
(2) The word Glossolalia defined as commonly understood.
Glossolalia is the mysterious gift of tongues mentioned in the New Testament in Mark 16:17; Acts 2; 10:46; 19:6; and 1 Cor. 12:14. It may be the speaking in an unknown language or in a known language or dialect. These utterances are impelled from the tongue of the individual by a force not his own yet under his control. This impelling force controlling the tongue is the Holy Spirit.
(3) The term Traditional Christianity is used to designate that great body of professors and true believers in all denominations who throughout the history of the Church have held to the orthodox teachings of Christianity.
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Statement of Fact
There is in the world today a religious movement which sprang into being during the early years of the present century that is forcing itself into worldwide recognition. This movement claims no individual or group of individuals as its founder, but claims for itself a divine origin.
At the beginning of the century there were in America and in various corners of the world numerous Christian ministers and people of various denominational groupings who were sincerely seeking by prayer and supplication a spiritual awakening in their own hearts. As a result of this endeavor for a spiritual revival, there fell simultaneously in the year 1906, in different parts of the world, what the members of the movement call “a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit.” The significant fact about this outpouring as it fell among the different groups was that some individuals suddenly began to speak in languages or dialects known to the hearers but unknown to the speakers; others spoke in a language known neither to speakers nor hearers; and still others evidenced a peculiar handling of their own vernacular dialect. Furthermore, after this initial experience, many individuals retained the faculty of this peculiar phenomenon, and it was evidenced in them at certain intervals. The ones experiencing this strange phenomenon at once identified it with the peculiar phenomenon of Acts 2, and Paul’s writings concerning the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12 and 14.
Simultaneously, similar groups sprang up all over the world. They claimed that God in the last days before the millennial reign of Christ was pouring out His Holy Spirit upon His powerless Church. There was to be a second or fuller realizing and fulfillment of Joel 2:28, 29: "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: and also upon the servants and Upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit.” They further claimed that there was a Pentecost for each individual and that with this experience came the possibility and the individual’s eligibility to receive one or more of the gifts of the Spirit mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor. 12:8-10. These gifts would of course give apostolic power to the Church.
The movement for the most part emphasizes all the orthodox fundamentals of Christianity, advocates baptism by immersion, and stresses the premillennial return of Christ. Its particular differences with traditional Christian doctrines are:
(1) an experience beyond conversion, which is generally termed the “Baptism with the Holy Spirit," which is evidenced by the speaking in tongues, and


(2) bodily healing in the Atonement. However, its main emphasis appears to be in a regeneration experience, evidenced by the adherents’ zeal in soul winning and their worldwide missionary program.


Grave criticisms have been brought against the movement from the very first. There are two lines of these criticisms: those which are directed against the real teachings of the adherents, and those which are directed against their presumed teachings. There is a great deal of misunderstanding in orthodox Christian circles as to just what the main body of the group known as "Pentecostal” really believe. Orthodox Christianity has been anything but tolerant toward the movement, and has accused its followers of much extravagance and sin.
The burden of this publication will be to clarify the issues, as to “Pentecostal” beliefs and teachings, to present facts concerning the movement, and to attempt an unbiased appraisal of the entire field.



Introduction: Statement of The Problem
1. A Modern Movement That Is Growing Rapidly.
The growth of the Pentecostal movement all over the world is nothing short of phenomenal. On November 17, 1906, in Toronto, Canada, a Mrs. Hebden, who had been praying for more power to heal the sick and cast out demons, while praying began to speak in a strange language. Shortly after, others had a similar experience. In 1907 hundreds in the city of Winnipeg received the gift of speaking in tongues.
Early in 1907 hungry hearts who were seeking a deeper experience with God had a like experience in the British Isles. In 1906 it entered Norway. The strange phenomena also appeared in the following countries about the same time: Denmark, 1907; Sweden, 1906 (especially among the Baptists); 1Holland, 1907; and Germany, 1908.
The phenomenon has occurred in Russia, Bulgaria, Latvia, Finland, France, Italy, India, Central Africa, South Africa, Egypt, and in the countries of South America. In fact, few places in the world have not been touched in some way by this interesting movement.



2. Attitude Of Traditional Christianity.
Traditional Christianity from the first has been at variance with the movement. The liberal group naturally looks askance upon the supernatural claims of the Pentecostals, but for the most part their attitude is one of ignorance. The conservatives have three main objections concerning the Pentecostal experience for today:
(1) It is dispensationally impossible;


(2) its doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit is based upon a faulty exegesis of Scripture;


(3) it stresses an emotional experience which is not in conformity with a proper, orderly Christian life. There are many other objections to the movement, but they are based primarily upon ignorance of the teachings most widely believed by the group.





3. Grave Misunderstandings And Misinterpretations.
Most of the criticism of the Pentecostal movement
appears to be based upon a lack of knowledge and appreciation on the part of the critics. This is partly due to aberrations and exaggerations from within the movement itself, but not all, for much of the material written opposing the Pentecostal experience shows a complete ignorance of the actual facts of the case. Much of it is strongly prejudiced and unfair. Few know from personal contact what they are talking about. We must also keep in mind the fact that many in the movement have been exceedingly unwise in their attitude toward those on the outside.



4. Purpose Of The Book.
This study will follow a threefold division: (1) an objective analysis of Glossolalia as practiced by modern movements; (2) the relation of Glossolalia in this movement to other basic tenets held by them;
(3) a critical analysis of this modern phenomenon with practices of the apostolic Church and the churches in the Patristic Period.



5. Results Hoped To Be Achieved.
(1) That the speaking in tongues as it is found in the Pentecostal movement today is in its best form identical to that found in the New Testament and the early Church.
(2) That the ability to speak in tongues and prophesy today is contingent upon an experience beyond regeneration, which is identified with the experience of the disciples in Acts, chapters 2, 8, and 19.
(3) That this Spirit-filled life found among the Pentecostal people today in its best form is the normal Christian experience rather than an abnormal one.
(4) That what is needed today to give the Christian Church power in this rational and materialistic age, is that each individual within its folds have this Spirit-filled life. This will be the beginning of a real, genuine revival.



Chapter 1, Early Outbreaks of The Glossolalia Phenomenon
In examining the present day Glossolalia movement, which began in the first decade of this century, it is necessary to look briefly at a few still modern but earlier outbreaks of the Pentecostal phenomenon.
In his History of the Christian Church, Vol. I, Chapter VII, Phillip Schaff shows that the phenomenon of speaking in tongues reappears from time to time in seasons of special religious revival. “As among the Camisards and the prophets of Cevennes in France, among the early Quakers and Methodists, the Readers (followers of Lasare) in Sweden in 1841-1843, in the Irish revivals of 1859, and especially in the ‘Catholic Apostolic Church,’ commonly called Irvingites, from 1831-1833, and even to this day.” We shall discuss only three of these groups here: The Cevenal Prophets, the Camisards, and the Irvingites.



1. The Cevenat Prophets.
In the latter part of the seventeenth century there appeared in the southeastern part of France a number of persons, former adherents of the Reformed faith, who claimed the possession of an extraordinary gift from heaven.
Henry M. Baird writes in his History of the Huguenots, Volume II, chapter XIV: “The origin of the movement is obscure and uncertain. While we have for its later developments the sympathetic accounts of friends, or of fair-minded opponents, for its beginnings we are wholly dependent upon two hostile sources: the distorted narrative of Brueys, who from a minister of the Reformed Church had become a Roman Catholic priest and a virulent enemy of the religion of his youth and of all that remained faithful to it, and the scarcely less inimical writing of Flechier, Bishop of Nismes. The latter, a contemporary and living not far from the scene, believes it probable that the impulse of the prophetic movement came from Geneva, as the result of concerted action, and that the date was about the fifteenth of January, 1689. According to Flechier, a glass-founder of Dieu-le-Fit, in Dauphiny, one Sieur Du Serre, was its first Apostle. The manufacture of glass was, as is well known, a privileged trade wherein a man of family could engage without forfeiting his claim to nobility. As a “gentilhomme verrier,” Du Serre exerted a considerable influence in the region. He is represented as an unprincipled impostor, who, returning after a sojourn on the banks of Lake Leman, brought with him the gift of prophecy, which he pretended to impart first to his wife and to the members of his large family, and afterwards to a great number of boys and girls. These he systematically trained, in his school of enthusiasm, to fall as though suddenly affected by some uncontrollable force, and, while lying supine in a species of trance, to excite the popular wonder to the highest pitch by giving utterance to more or less incoherent rhapsodies composed of certain formulas of preaching, some gospel exhortations, and frequent invectives against the papal church and its ceremonies. His example was emulated by the widow of a counselor of the parliament of Grenable, Madam du Bays, who undertook to fashion a few of the novel preachers. While a young girl, Isabeau Vincent, a wool-carder’s daughter, better known from her striking appearance as La Belle Isabeau, and Gabriel Astier, of Clieu, became ardent votaries of the sect.”
Baird further states that this information comes from a suspicious source, together with many circumstantial details, which go less to prove the truth of the narrative than to illustrate the prejudice and the levity of the clerical narrations.
This prophetic movement extended from Dauphiny and Vivarais to the Cevennes, and in these regions and elsewhere struck so deep a root as scarcely to be eradicated within the compass of a quarter of a century.
Concerning the physical manifestations, we quote Baird again from The History of the Huguenots, Volume II, chapter XIV. “Respecting the physical manifestations, there is little discrepancy between the accounts of friend and foe. The persons affected were men and women, the old and the young. Very many were children, boys and girls of nine or ten years of age. They were sprung from the people—their enemies said, from the dregs of the people—ignorant and uncultured; for the most part unable to read or write, and speaking in everyday life the patois of the province with which alone they were conversant. Such persons would suddenly fall backward, and, while extended at full length on the ground, undergo strange and apparently involuntary contortions; their chests would seem to heave, their stomachs to inflate. On coming gradually out of this condition, they appeared instantly to regain the power of speech. Beginning often in a voice interrupted by sobs, they soon poured forth a torrent of words-—cries for mercy, calls to repentance, exhortations to the bystanders to cease frequenting the mass, denunciations of the church of Rome, prophecies of coming judgment. From the mouths of those that were little more than babes came texts of Scripture, and discourses in good and intelligible French, such as they never used in their conscious hours. When the trance ceased, they declared that they remembered nothing of what had occurred, or of what they said. In rare cases they retained a general and vague impression, but nothing more. There was no appearance of deceit or collusion, and no indication that in uttering their predictions respecting coming events they had thought of prudence, or doubt as to the truth of what they foretold.
Brueys, their most inveterate opponent, is not less positive on this point than are the witnesses who are most favorable to them. “These poor madmen,” he says, “believed that they were indeed inspired by the Holy Spirit. They prophesied without any (ulterior) design, without evil intent, and with so little reserve, that they always boldly marked the day, the place, and the persons of whom they spoke in their predictions.”
A Protestant, M. Caladon, of Aulas, whose words are so much the more interesting as his account bears the impress of unusual impartiality, expresses himself in very similar terms. “I have seen a great number of these inspired persons,” he remarked, “of every age and of both sexes. They were all people without malice, in whom I perceived nothing that I could suspect of being of their invention. They made very beautiful exhortations, speaking French during the revelation, some better, some worse. It should be remarked that it is hard for the peasants of those regions to discourse in French as it would be for a Frenchman who had just landed in England to speak English.”
Further quoting from Baird, in the same section, "The immediate effect of the rise of prophecy was a quickening of religious life. The dormant masses were startled from their torpor by the rumor and by the sight of a strange and incomprehensible movement.”
Discussion Of GLOSSOLALIA In The Movement
Because of the peculiar relation of the phenomenon of this movement to the phenomenon of the movement of today, there are some characteristics that need to be observed.
1. As To Persons Affected


All ages seem to be affected by the strange phenomenon, and particularly children. The ones affected seem to be of a low class of society, although this did not always follow. The phenomenon occurred mainly among those who spoke a provincial dialect very unlike the French language.
2. Characteristics Of The Trance


a. Falling backwards


b. Body extended at full length upon the ground


c. Undergoing of strange and apparently involuntary contortions


d. Heaving of chest and inflation of stomach


e. On coming out of condition, prophesying begins


3. Characteristics Of Prophesying


a. Voice often interrupted by sobs


b. Words poured forth like a torrent, impelled by


a force not their own


4. The Messages Of The Prophets


a. Cries for mercy


b. Calls to repentance


c. Exhortation to bystanders to cease attending the mass


d. Denunciation of the church of Rome


e. Prophecies of coming judgment and approach of the end of all things


f. Quotations of Scripture (unlearned children)


g. Some messages in good intelligent French, unknown by the people


5. Attitude Of Prophets After Trance


a. Remembered nothing of what they had spoken


b. Retained in some cases general and vague impressions


6. General Comment Of Historian


a. No appearance of deceit or collusion


b. Did not doubt what they said


c. No thought of prudence


d. Decided boldness of prophets despite consequences and persecutions


e. Claim to be inspired by the Holy Spirit


7. Effect Morally And Spiritually


a. Personal unworthiness


b. Humiliation because of sins committed


c. Quickened religious life throughout entire region, even among those not affected by phenomenon





2. The Camisards.
The Camisards of France, like the Cevenal Prophets, were another group among the French Huguenots and were related to them. They were first called Camisards about the year 1702, and it was about this time that the Glossolalia phenomenon is found among them.
Quoting again from The History of the Huguenots, Volume II, Chapter XV; “The moral and religious conditions of the Camisards is best understood in connection with the continued prevalence of the prophetic enthusiasm which, it has been seen, arose about the time of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, and as a direct consequence of the state of mingled expectation, grief, and remorse that followed the forcible suppression of all public worship and the almost universal destruction of the churches. Personal and family piety was still sustained and strengthened by the prayers and exhortations of men, and occasionally of women, claiming direct revelation from heaven and the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. However rude and uncouth their language, however fanciful their reported visions, however forced and inapt their interpretations of the meaning of what they alleged that they had seen, the prophets of the Cevennes enjoyed a reputation for honesty of purpose, and exerted an influence upon the conduct of affairs that can scarcely be exaggerated. It is not and extravagant statement of Durand Fage in Theatre sacre des Cevennes, that every step taken either by the common band, or by the individual Camisard, was believed to be dictated by the divine Spirit. The affirmations of the most obscure believer, of the youngest child, were received with implicit faith, their directions were executed with unreflecting obedience. Incidents so strange as to be almost in-credible, yet too well authenticated to be rejected as fabulous, corroborated the general confidence in the reality of a direct and miraculous guidance. Prophets made it their practice to go through the crowded assemblies of the Protestants, before the elevation of the Holy Supper, and, on their own authority, to bid this or that person to depart from the ranks of the faithful, alleging that his unworthiness to partake of the sacred emblems had been made known to them by secret monitions from heaven. In these cases the selection of the person to be excluded may have been guided to some extent by the previous knowledge of the prophet, and the propriety of his action may not have been susceptible of positive proof. But in the discovery of intended treachery, the same prophets, although not uniformly successful, made such happy guesses as to amaze both partisans and opponents, and to close the mouth of such as might be disposed to cavil. More than once the eagle eye of a prophet lighted upon a false brother, possibly with the price of his contemplated crime in his pocket at the time, and singled him out in a crowd where he seemed to be securely hidden. What might have been mere surmise at the first was speedily turned into certainty, when the culprit, convicted by his own conscience, and persuaded of the futility of denial, came forward and acknowledged his guilty secret.”
Discussion Of GLOSSOLALIA In The Movement
As in the earlier movement among the Cevenal Prophets, men, women, and children were affected. The prophets seemed to have special discernment in church and disciplinary matters, and continued to claim direct revelation from heaven and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It is to be noted that personal and family piety still continued among the groups, and they enjoyed a reputation of honesty of purpose.



3. The Irvingites.
In the year 1830 in Scotland and in England there occurred among certain pious church people affiliated with the Church of Scotland another outbreak of the Glossolalia phenomenon. From this nineteenth century outbreak there developed in the British Isles the ‘'Catholic and Apostolic Church,” or what is generally known as Irvingism, Edward Miller, M.A., Vicar of Butler's Marston, has written two volumes entitled The History and Doctrines of Irvingism or of the So-called Catholic and Apostolic Church. It is a clear, unbiased appraisal of the Irvingite movement. The good and bad qualities of the movement are enumerated.
This movement centered around Edward Irving, who was born in 1792 in Scotland. The boy attended Annam Academy, and afterwards spent four years at the University of Edinburgh. For two years he managed a mathematical school at Haddington. He also taught school at Kirkcaldy. All the while he was teaching school he was studying for the ministry. In June of 1815 he received his license to preach from the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy. For a time he was assistant pastor to the famous Dr. Chalmers in Glasgow, from which place he eventually went to the Caledonian Chapel in Hutton Garden, London. This was July, 1822.
The Caledonian Chapel at that time could accommodate only six hundred people, but in one quarter the applications for seats rose to fifteen hundred. The eloquent young scholarly preacher acquired a vast reputation very quickly. Part of this was due to a speech Canning made in the House of Commons after he had heard Irving preach. From that time on the church was invaded.
Two years after Irving came to London the Chapel in Hutton Garden proved far too small for the multitudes who crowded to hear him preach, and the foundations were laid for a new building in Regent Square. It was about this time that he became deeply interested in the prophetic message of Scripture. This led him to the view that the present dispensation was drawing to a close, and that the Lord was going to return to earth and establish His millennial rule on earth. The commanding position which Irving now held in London made his position doctrinally highly important and placed him at the head of those who already held similar opinions and views.
There was another individual who played an important part in the Glossolalia movement of this time, a banker by the name of Henry Drummond. He was born in the year 1786, six years before Irving. Mr. Drummond exercised a powerful influence over the destinies and career of Irvingism, and held one of the most prominent posts in that religious body. It is interesting to note that he held from 1847 until his death in 1860 a seat in parliament for the western division of Surrey.
Mr. Drummond was himself vastly interested in the prophetic element in Scripture and the ushering in of the Reign of Christ. He sponsored, with the help of Irving and others, a prophetic conference which from time to time was held in his house of Albery Park in Surrey. The first meeting was a house party which lasted eight days. Six of these days were spent in a close and laborious examination of Scripture upon six great heads of doctrine: First, the doctrine of Holy Scripture concerning the times of the Gentiles. Second, the duties of Christian ministers and people, growing out thereof, towards the Gentile churches. Third, the doctrine concerning the present and future condition of the Jews. Fourth, the duties growing out of the same towards the Jews. Fifth, the system of prophetic visions and numbers of Daniel and the Apocalypse. Sixth, the Scripture doctrine concerning the future advent of the Lord. And last, the duties of the Church and the world arising out of the same.
These gatherings at Albery were continued annually for five years, the last being held in 1830, generally around Christmas time. Forty-four people in all attended one or more of them, but of these, nineteen were clergymen of the Church of England, one was an English Moravian, two were dissenting ministers, four were ministers of the Established Church of Scotland; and eleven English laymen, one Scotch Presbyterian layman, and six other Englishmen, whose church affiliations are unknown, made up the number.
It is to be remarked here that much of the group’s prophetic outlook was based upon the Napoleonic Wars which finished in 1815. The Apocalyptic vial was supposed to have been poured out at Rome, in A. D. 1798; and it was thought that the coming of our Lord could take place in 1847. It can be seen that in this method of precise interpretation of Scripture that they had ventured upon unsafe ground.
In general the conclusions at which they had arrived with ‘‘perfect unanimity” were as follows;
 
	The present Christian dispensation is not to pass insensibly into the millennial state by gradual increase of the gospel; but it is to be ended by judgments, terminating in the destruction of the visible church and polity, in the same way that the Jewish dispensation ended.
	While these judgments are falling upon Christendom, the Jews will be restored to their own land.
	The judgments will fall principally, if not exclusively, upon Christendom, and begin with the part of the church which has so far been most highly favored, and is therefore most deeply responsible.
	The end of these judgments is to be succeeded by the period of universal blessedness to all mankind, and even to the beasts, which is commonly called the millennium.
	A great period of 1260 years began in the reign of Justinian, and ended at the French Revolution, and that the vials of the Apocalypse began then to be poured out. Our blessed Lord was to shortly appear, and therefore it is the duty of all who so believe to press these considerations on the attention of all men.

In criticism of the above it may be said that conclusions 1, 2, 3, and 4 are in agreement with present-day conservative Dispensational Teaching. The group is to be complimented on their sincere endeavor to study prophetic truth and to find the answer for their own present-day problems which were certainly not unlike our own of the twentieth century.
At the last meeting which occurred in 1830, the following particulars are extremely interesting, taken from The History and Doctrines of Irvingism, by Edward Miller, M.A., chapter III, pages 45, 46. “Certain events in Scotland, where the Spirit of prophecy was supposed to have arisen, were among the chief subjects discussed. On the last day of the meeting, the chairman, ‘a clergyman of the Church of England,' delivered it as his opinion—in which he was joined by the members of the conference: ‘That it is our duty to pray for the revival of the gifts manifested in the primitive church; which are wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discovery of spirits, kinds of tongues, and interpretation of tongues; and that a responsibility lies on us to enquire into the state of those gifts said to be now present in the west of Scotland.’ "
What were these events in Scotland that were discussed at this last meeting of the prophetic conference?
In the parish of Rosneath, at a place called Ferni-carry lived a young woman with her family. Her name was Mary Campbell. She was of a very religious nature and intended to become a missionary. The young man, however, to whom she was to be married and share her life of service for God, died, and she was confined to her room, and was supposed to be on the verge of the disease—consumption supposedly.
While confined to her room she naturally thought much in spiritual matters, particularly those having to do with the healing of bodily diseases. She professed that she was engaged in the study of languages as a preparation for mission work, and was looking forward each day for the gift of tongues and other supernatural gifts being poured out upon the Church.
Finally, on a Sunday evening, with some friends present, Mary Campbell commenced to utter sounds to them incomprehensible, and believed by her to be the gift of tongues. This was the first manifestation of the restored “gift,” for such it was thought to be. She at first thought the language to be some foreign tongue and believed it was the tongue of the people she was to go to as a missionary, but she was never able to find out who the people were. Gradually, as others received the like gift it became evident that she spoke in an unknown tongue. The proof of this lay in the later interpretation which developed.
At about the same time, independent of this first case of supernatural tongue utterance, at the town of Port Glasgow, about fifteen miles from Fernicarry there lived two brothers, James and George Macdonald, working as ship builders, with their sister, Margaret, who was apparently a confirmed invalid. The three of them were quite religious.
"One morning in the early part of 1830 Miss Macdonald felt more unwell than usual, and apparently was rapt in spirit into the next world. Her brothers did not attach any remarkable importance to this phenomenon, but accounted for it by the thought that she was dying, and had in that way realized her nearness to the eternal world. Nearly two months after, in April, she was so ill that they imagined that her decease must be close at hand. ‘She had scarcely been able even to have her bed made for a week,’ but on a sudden, one morning she broke forth saying, ‘there will be a mighty baptism with the Spirit this day,’ into a most marvelous setting forth of the wonderful works of God, and, as if her own weakness had been altogether lost in the strength of the Holy Ghost, continued with little or no intermission for two or three hours, in mingled praise, prayer, and exhortation. At dinner time James and George came home as usual, and she then addressed them at great length, concluding with a solemn prayer for James, that He might at that time be endowed with the power of the Holy Ghost. Almost instantly James calmly said, ‘I have got it.’ He walked to the window ‘and stood silent for a minute or two. I looked at him and almost trembled; there was such a change in his whole countenance. He then, with a step and manner of almost indescribable majesty walked up to Margaret’s bedside, and addressed her in the words of the twentieth Psalm, ‘‘Arise, and stand upright!” He repeated the words, took her by the hand, and she arose.’ ”2
Both of these brothers died young in the year 1835, of consumption, after consistent and blameless lives, whatever may be thought of their arrogated spiritual gifts. Neither they nor their sister ever had anything to do with Irvingism.
Mary Campbell began about this time to sustain without reserve the part of a gifted prophetess. She married in 1831 a young man named W. R. Caird. The two of them hoped to go out to the foreign field as missionaries. But on their way out as missionaries, they came up to London to see Irving, and from then on stayed near London and became associated with Irving’s work, and with the further development of the supernatural gifts of the Spirit that soon began to manifest themselves within the group.
From this time on the strange phenomenon began to be manifested in different ones among Irving's congregation. Irving himself never manifested the gift, however. In fact, he did not live long after. The group, however, bore his name because of his fame and his association with the movement.
Discussion Of Glossolalia In The Movement.
Among the Irvingites were found both the gift of tongues, the gift of interpretation of tongues, and the gift of prophecy. As in the Cevenal prophets and Camisards, the body of the individual seemed to be in control of a power other than that of the individual which completely directed the person affected. In Miller's book there is an example of the strange phenomenon.
"Specimens of their—Miss Emly Cardale, Mrs. Caird (Mary Campbell), Miss Hall, Miss Smith, Mrs. Cardale, and Mr. Baxter—utterances at this time have been preserved. For example, ‘stand in the Word, stand on the written Word, stand on the Word.' Again, ‘Die daily, die daily, die daily.’ (This is an example of straight prophecy in the vernacular) and in the ‘unknown tongues’— this dilemma sumo, supposed to mean, ‘I will undertake the dilemma’; Hozeghin alta stare, ‘Jesus is the highest’; Holimoth holif awthaw, ‘Holy, most Holy Father’; Hoze hamena nostra, ‘Jesus will take our hands,’ or ‘direct us’; Casa sera hastha caro, ‘This house will still be in My care.' (These are examples of the unknown tongue and the interpretation of tongues).”3
It is not the business of this book to discuss the wrongs of the Irvingite Prophets for it is concerned mainly with the phenomenon itself. A further explanation of the genuineness of the phenomenon will follow in another chapter.



4. General Discussion Of Glossolalia In The Cevenal Prophets, The Camisards, and the Irvingites.
Generally speaking, it may be said that the three movements had a great deal in common. (1) All ages seem to be affected. (2) The symptoms while in the so-called trance appear to be the same. (3) The messages of the prophets appear to be (a) calls to repentance, (b) denunciations of social sins, (c) prophecies of coming judgment, (d) Scripture verses, (e) exhortations, (f) praises of Jesus Christ, and (g) words of comfort. (4) After the trance they retained as much of what they had said as any ordinary person would of a regular conversation. (5) There seemed to be no appearance of deceit except in the case of the Irvingites, where some of the prophets admitted adding to and coloring certain prophecies which became then contrary to Scripture. These are among the excesses of the Irvingite movement. (6) The people affected were good moral people who lived pious, godly lives, and as a whole emphasized righteous living.



Chapter 2, Present-Day Manifestations of The Glossolalia Phenomenon
The first outbreak of the modern Glossolalia movement occurred in 1900 in the State of Kansas. Stanley H. Frodsham, editor of the Pentecostal Evangel, has written a book entitled With Signs Following—The Story of the Latter Day Pentecostal Revival, This book carefully presents the facts of the movement as they occurred from time to time all over the world. Much in this chapter will be quoted from this book.
The following is from Chapter 1 of Frodsham’s book: “In the fall of 1900 a Bible school was opened at Topeka, Kansas. A large building was rented and about forty (including children) came with the one purpose of studying the Word of God. No textbook but the Bible was used in this school. The method of study was to take a subject and look up every reference with a view to seeing exactly what the Scriptures taught on all fundamental doctrines of the faith. One subject they studied was the Baptism with the Holy Ghost. The students were given time for an exhaustive searching of the Scriptures and then were asked, ‘What is the Bible evidence of the Baptism with the Holy Ghost?’ They were unanimous in their answer, ‘Speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance.’
"On room in this Bible school was dedicated to the Lord as a 'Prayer Tower.' The students resorted to the Lord for three-hour watches. Sometimes whole nights were spent in the Prayer Tower. Day and night, ceaseless intercession ascended to God. One godly man when praying for the blessing of the Lord upon the institution was given a vision of a vast lake of fresh water about to overflow just above the building, and he stated he saw enough water in this lake ‘to satisfy every thirsty soul.’ The ministry of evangelism was not neglected, and meetings were held every night in the city of Topeka.”
The first individual to receive and exhibit the phenomenon of Glossolalia was one of the students, Mrs. Agnes N. O. La Berge, formerly Miss Agnes N. Ozman. Her own personal story, quoted from Frodsham's book, follows.
‘‘I had been a Bible student for some years and had attended T. C. Horton’s Bible School at St. Paul, Minnesota, and A. B. Simpson’s Bible School at New York City. For some time I had been doing mission work. In the fall of 1900 I was in Kansas City and heard that a Bible school was to be opened at Topeka, Kansas. I had the desire to go to this school, and asked the Lord that if it was His plan for me to go, to provide the fare. A sister gave me more than enough to pay my fare, and so I felt assured it was God’s will for me to go. I was living by simple faith in the Lord, trusting Him to supply all my needs according to Phil. 4:19.
“It was in October, 1900, that I went to this school, which was known as Bethel College. We studied the Bible by day and did much work downtown at night. Much time was spent in prayer every day and all the time. Prayer was offered night and day continually in a special upper room set apart as a prayer tower. I had many blessed hours of prayer in this upper room during the night watches. Aa we spent much time in the presence of God He caused our hearts to be opened for all that is written.
"I had had some experience with the Lord and had tasted the joy of leading some souls to Christ. I had had some marvelous answers to prayer for guidance and in having my needs supplied. I was blessed with the presence of the Lord, who, in response to my prayer, healed some who were sick. Like some others, thought I had received the Baptism with the Holy Ghost at a time of consecration, but when I learned that the Holy Spirit was yet to be poured out in greater fullness, my heart became hungry for the promised Comforter and I began to cry out for an enduement with power from on high. At times I longed more for the Holy Spirit to come in than for my necessary food. At night I had a greater desire for Him than sleep.
“We were admonished to honor the blood of Jesus Christ to do His work in our hearts, and this brought great peace and victory. A text very much used was this: ‘Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever, Amen.’ Heb. 13:20, 21.
"As the end of the year drew near, some friends came from Kansas City to spend the holidays with us. On watch night we had a blessed service, praying that God’s blessing might rest upon us as the new year came in. During the first day of 1901 the presence of the Lord was with us in a marked way, stilling our hearts to wait upon Him for greater things. The Spirit of prayer was upon us in the evening. It was nearly eleven o’clock on the first of January that It came into my heart to ask that hands might be laid upon me that I might receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. It was as hands were laid upon my head that the Holy Spirit fell upon me and I began to speak in tongues, glorifying God. I talked several languages, and it was clearly manifest when a new dialect was spoken. I had the added joy and glory my heart longed for, and a depth of the presence of the Lord within that I had never known before. It was as if rivers of living water were proceeding from my innermost being.
“The following morning I was accosted with questions about my experience of the night before. As I tried to answer I was so full of glory that I talked in tongues. Others were made hungry to receive the Holy Spirit, and I pointed out to them the Bible references, showing that I had received the Baptism according to Acts 2:4 and 19:1-6. I was the first one to speak in tongues in the Bible school and it seemed to me that the rest were wanting to talk in tongues too. But I told them not to seek for tongues, but to seek for the Holy Ghost. I did not know at the time that anyone else would speak in tongues. I did not expect the Holy Ghost to manifest Himself to others as He had to me. It was some months later that I was fully persuaded in my own heart about the evidence of the Baptism, and I proved the Lord nine times concerning it. At the time the Holy Ghost was being poured out and God was working in many ways with saints and sinners. I saw a number of hungry hearts who were seeking for the Baptism. I watched nine different ones receive the Holy Spirit, saying to myself and before God, ‘I will see if anyone talks in tongues,’ and one by one everyone who received the Holy Spirit began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. I felt satisfied that God was giving His own evidence to every one of us.
"On January 2, some of us went to Topeka to a mission. As we worshiped the Lord I offered prayer in English and then prayed in another language in tongues. A Bohemian, who was present, said that I Spoke his language and he understood what I said. Some months later when at a schoolhouse with others, holding a meeting, I spoke in tongues in the power of the Spirit and another Bohemian understood me. Since then, others have understood other languages that I have spoken.
“The hearts of the other students were made hungry for the Holy Spirit and they continued to tarry before the Lord. On the third of January some of the students went to the mission and others gathered in prayer at the Bible school, praying for the Holy Spirit. God answered their prayers by pouring out His Spirit, and one after another began to speak in tongues and some were given interpretation.”
Lillian Thistlewaite received the Glossolalia phenomenon on this occasion. Frodsham gives her testimony in the same chapter:
“An upper room had been set aside for tarrying before the Lord, and here we spent every moment in audible or silent prayer, in song or in just waiting upon Him. There was no confusion as only one prayed audibly at a time, and when more than one sang, we sang the same hymn. It was truly a time of precious waiting. The presence of the Lord was very real and there were definite heart searchings. I was not looking for ‘tongues,’ but for some evidence from God that would convince me that I had received the Baptism. We prayed for ourselves and we prayed for one another. 'I never felt so little and so utterly nothing before. A scrap of paper charred by fire is the best description I can give of my feelings. Then through the Spirit I received this message in my soul, Praise the Lord for the Baptism, for the Spirit does come in by faith through the laying on of hands.’ Then a great joy came into my soul and I began to say, ‘I praise Thee,’ and my tongue began to get thick and great floods of laughter came into my heart. I could no longer think words of praise for my mind seemed to be sealed, but my mouth was filled with a rush of words I did not understand.
“I tried to praise Him in English but could not, so I just let the praise come as it would in this new language that was given. The floodgates of glory were wide open. The Holy Spirit had come to me, even to me, to speak not of Himself but to magnify the Christ —and oh, what a wonderful, wonderful Christ was revealed. It was then that I realized that I was not alone, for all around me I heard great rejoicing while others spoke in tongues and magnified God. One sister had a wonderful language. She spoke in tongues and immediately following came the interpretation, a beautiful poem of Christ and worship to Christ, proving the words of the Savior, ‘When the Comforter is come, ... he shall testify of me, he shall not speak of Himself; he shall teach you all things and bring to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you,’
“With a simultaneous movement we began to sing together, each one singing in his own new language but all in perfect harmony. As we sang, ‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name’ and other familiar tunes, it would be impossible to describe the hallowed glory of His presence in our midst. The cloven tongues of fire had been seen by some when the evidence had been received.
“Never had such a hallowed joy, such refined glory, or such an abundance of peace come into my life before. The Comforter had come and the words of our Lord Jesus Christ were brought continually to my remembrance as scripture after scripture was unfolded by day and by night, and I was filled with a settled rest and quietness my soul had never before known. I lived in the heavenlies.
"As we went into meetings it seemed impossible that one could resist the messages given. Some understanding the languages spoken, were convinced; but with others the prophecy was fulfilled,
‘with men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that they will not hear me, saith the Lord.’ 1 Cor 14:21.


"On one occasion a Hebrew rabbi was present as one of the students read the lesson from the Bible. After the service this rabbi asked for the Bible from which the lesson Was read. The Bible was handed him and he said, ‘No, not that one. I want to see the Hebrew Bible. That man read in the Hebrew tongue.’ On another occasion during the sermon there was a short message in tongues. At the close of the meeting a man arose and said, ‘I am healed of my infidelity; I have heard in my own tongue the Psalm I learned at my mother’s knee.’ ”
About this time a Topeka paper began to ridicule the speaking in tongues. Other newspapers began to hear of it and sent reporters, and articles appeared in the Kansas City and St. Louis papers concerning the outpouring. Naturally this advertised the movement, and letters began to come to the school from spiritually hungry hearts asking concerning the phenomenon. Thus the work spread over Kansas, Missouri, Texas, and other fields.
It is often said, by critics of the movement, that if it is possible for one to speak in tongues, why is it that when they first received the so-called blessing the cloven tongues do not also appear? It is interesting to note Miss Thistlewaite's statement concerning the cloven tongues in the above. Frodsham also has this statement at the end of Chapter 1:
“Howard D. Stanley of Topeka, Kansas, one of the students who was present when God visited the Bethel Bible School, says that he personally saw cloven tongues like as of fire come down into the corner of the room on the third night after Agnes Ozman received the Holy Spirit. Speaking of the early days after this visitation when the students were preaching the gospel in the country round about, he says, ‘Many times while the Word was being preached the Holy Spirit would fall on them that heard the word and they would begin to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. “
Now comes an exceedingly important section of this chapter—that having to do with a great Glossolalia phenomenon in Los Angeles, California. In Chapter III of his book, With Signs Following, Frodsham writes concerning another Bible school which had had the same supernatural phenomena as had the Topeka school. There had also been a conference there of the people affected, attended by the rapidly growing number of adherents to the new doctrine.
“Among those who attended the Bible school at Houston in the fall of 1905 was W. J. Seymour, a lowly-spirited, colored preacher of that city. As he listened to the Word of God being expounded, he was convinced that what was taught was Scriptural and he allied himself with the new movement. Preparations were being made to send him to some of his own race in Texas when he received an invitation asking him to visit Los Angeles. Those who sent this invitation thought he had already received the Pentecostal experience, but this was not so.
“Speaking of his call to Los Angeles, Brother Seymour said, ‘It was the divine call that brought me from Houston, Texas, to Los Angeles. The Lord put it on the heart of one of the saints in Los Angeles to write to me that she felt the Lord would have me come there, and I felt it was the leading of the Lord. The Lord provided the means and I came to take charge of a mission on Sante Fe Street. One night they locked the door against me and afterwards got Brother Roberts, the president of the Holiness Association, to come down and settle the doctrine of the Baptism with the Holy Ghost and to declare that it was simply sanctification. He came down and his good Holiness preachers with him, and they stated that sanctification was the Baptism with the Holy Ghost. But yet they did not have the evidence of the second chapter of Acts, for when the disciples were all filled with the Holy Ghost they spake in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. As the president heard me speak of what the true Baptism in the Spirit was, he said he wanted it too, and told me when I had received to let him know.'
“Cottage meetings were being held at 214 Bonnie Brae Street and here Brother Seymour found a company of hungry souls, both white and colored, who were open for a message. They fasted and prayed for the Baptism with the Holy Ghost. The Lord sent two other workers from Houston, one of whom was Lucy Farrow, a colored baptized saint who had cooked for the company of workers who held the first meeting in Houston. On April 9, 1906, the fire fell. One after another the hungry workers and saints received the Baptism with the Holy Ghost, each one speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance according to the original pattern.
“It was soon noised abroad that ‘He was in the house’ and many who came to the meetings at Bonnie Brae Street were convinced that it was the risen Lord Himself who was shedding forth this that they now saw and heard. It was on April 12. that Brother Seymour received his personal Pentecost. He did not forget to let his Holiness friends know that he had received.
“Some premises were secured at 312 Azusa Street. This place had at one time been a Methodist Church but it had been converted in part into a tenement house, leaving a large, unplastered, barn-like room on the ground floor. It was in the vicinity of a tombstone shop, some stables, and a lumber yard— a vicinity where no one complained of all-night meetings.
“A witness wrote of those days: ‘The news has spread far and wide that Los Angeles is being visited with a “rushing mighty wind from heaven.” The how and why of it is to be found in the very opposite of those conditions that are usually thought necessary for a big revival. No instruments of music are used—none are needed. No choir—the bands of angels have been heard by some in the Spirit and there is heavenly singing that is inspired by the Holy Ghost. No collections are taken. No bills have been posted to advertise the meetings. No church organization is back of it. All who are in touch with God realize as soon as they enter the meetings that the Holy Ghost is the leader. One brother stated that even before his train entered the city he felt the power of the revival. Travelers from afar wend their way to the headquarters at Azusa Street. There they find a two-story, whitewashed store building. You would hardly expect heavenly visitations there unless you remembered the stable at Bethlehem. But here you find a mighty Pentecostal revival going on from ten o’clock in the morning till about twelve at night. Yes, Pentecost has come to hundreds of hearts, and many homes are made into a sweet paradise below. We remember years ago, when a bright young missionary was dying in Bombay, India. In his last hours and unconscious with the fever, he kept crying, “Pentecost is coming! Pentecost is coming!” It seemed prophetic.
“ ‘As soon as it is announced that the altar is open for seekers for pardon, sanctification, the Baptism with the Holy Ghost and healing of the body, the people arise and flock to the altar. There is no urging. What kind of preaching is it that brings them? Why, the simple declaring of the Word of God. There is such power in the preaching of the Word in the Spirit that people are shaken on their benches. Coming to the altar many fall prostrate under the power of God, and often come out speaking in tongues. ' Sometimes the power falls on people and they are wrought upon by the Spirit during the giving of the testimonies or the preaching, and they receive the Holy Spirit. It is noticeable how free all nationalities feel. If a Mexican or a German cannot speak English, he gets up and speaks in his own tongue and feels quite at home, for the Spirit interprets through the face and the people say “Amen.” No instrument that God can use is rejected on account of color or dress or lack of education. That is why God has so built up the work.’ ”
A small four-page paper published month by month told the story of the revival. Frodsham quotes from this paper: “Different nationalities are now hearing the gospel in their own tongue wherein they were born. Sister Anna Hall spoke to the Russians in their church in Los Angeles in their own language as the Spirit gave utterance. They were so glad to hear the truth that they wept and even kissed her hands. They are a very poor and simple people, but hungry for the full gospel. The other night, as a company of Russians were praising in the meeting, Brother Lee, a converted Catholic, was permitted to speak their language. As he spoke and sang, one of the Russians came up and embraced him.
It was a holy sight and the Spirit fell upon the Russians as well as on the others, and they glorified God.”
Frodsham quotes another eye witness. ‘‘No subjects or sermons were announced ahead of time, and no special speakers for such an hour. No one knew what might be coming, what God would do. All was spontaneous, ordered of the Spirit. We wanted to hear from God, through whomever He might speak. We had ‘no respect of persons.’ The rich and educated were the same as the poor and ignorant, and found a much harder death to die. We only recognized God. All were equal. No flesh might glory in His presence. He could not use the self-opinionated. These were Holy Ghost meetings, led of the Lord. It had to start in poor surroundings, to keep out the selfish, human element. All came down in humility together at His feet. They all looked alike, and had all things in common in that sense at least. The rafters were low, the tall must come down. By the time they got to ‘Azusa’ they were humbled, ready for the blessing. The fodder was thus placed for the lambs, not for giraffes. All could reach it.”
In the early days of the movement A. H. Post, a Baptist minister, received the Pentecostal Baptism. Frodsham quotes his testimony: “For more than thirty years I was a minister in one of the leading denominations and by the grace of God sought to walk in all the light as God revealed it to me. In common with many honest hearts among God's children, for many months past I had been seeking for a deeper fullness of God’s love, conscious that, however much God blessed His church, for the time now upon us we needed a greater anointing in order to be made adequate for the work to be done. With this conscious need a cry went up to God for a Pentecost, and surely He heard and answered according to His own perfect will.
“Early in this year God sent three humble saints from Texas to Los Angeles. They met with a few others who were seeking for the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. They unceasingly sought the Lord for the promise of the Father. They continued almost day and night for some days, until their day had fully come and as suddenly as on the Day of Pentecost, the Spirit fell upon them and filled them and they all began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. But this speaking in other languages was not all, for indeed they were filled with all the fullness of God, and all the characteristics of the first Pentecost were manifested. Can any unbiased mind doubt as to the source of this strange power, when these humble children of God were waiting only upon Him, seeking for Himself? This was, indeed, the day of small things. But the promise is that the Latter Rain is to be much more abundant than the former.
“About the middle of June, without any planning of my own, I was led for the first time into those meetings at Azusa Street in Los Angeles, in an attitude of entire dependence upon God, knowing that He would protect me from error and show me the truth. I was soon convinced that God was working in ways that I had never before witnessed, and the fulfillment of Scripture was plainly manifest.
In the altar service I quietly presented myself before the Lord. On the second day, while at the altar, as distinctly to my inner consciousness as a clear voice to my ear, the Lord said, ‘Receive ye the Holy Spirit.’ And as a hungry person would readily take food, I eagerly accepted the gift of my Lord. This was on Saturday afternoon. On Monday following I returned to Los Angeles and was in the meetings all day. My whole being seemed to be in one accord with all God was doing. The meeting at night seemed very remarkable as the large room was crowded and God’s presence was very manifest. As Brother Seymour preached, God’s power seemed to be increasing in me. Just at about the close of the sermon, as suddenly as on the Day of Pentecost, while I was sitting in front of the preacher, the Holy Spirit fell upon me and filled me literally. I was in the air in an instant shouting, ‘Praise the Lord!’ and instantly I began to speak in another language.
“Two of the saints quite a distance apart saw the Spirit fall upon me. One of them sprang toward me, also talking in an unknown tongue. Oh, how God did fill my whole being in a way indescribable! I could not have been more surprised if at the same moment someone had handed me a million dollars. I had not been seeking the gift of tongues or any other gift; but oh! bow I did long for God Himself to completely fill me, and in His great love He surely did.
“In an experience of over thirty-five years God has kept me, and I am sure that in no time in my life was I more fully surrendered to God, and free from all desire aside from just His will alone. I know that God has come into my life in a fuller and more profound sense than ever before, and He makes all spiritual things much more real and His love completely permeates my whole being. Surely the glorious coming of our blessed Lord is very near and all this supernatural work of God is needed for the work to be completed. The Holy Spirit is now leading us into much prayerful study of the Word. He makes Christ increasingly all in all, the flesh nothing, God’s children one, and the coming of Jesus intensely real!”
Frodsham quotes A. W. Orwig as writing: “One thing that somewhat surprised me at the first meeting I attended, and also subsequently, was the presence of so many persons from the different churches, not a few of them educated and refined. Some were pastors, evangelists, foreign missionaries, and others of high position in various circles, looking on with seeming amazement and evident interest and profit. And they took part in the services in one way and another.”
The same man is quoted further: “In the first year of the work in Los Angeles I heard W. J. Seymour say, ‘Now, don't go from this meeting and talk about tongues, but try to get people saved.' Again I heard him counsel against all unbecoming or fleshly demonstrations, and everything not truly of the Holy Spirit. Wise words, indeed. There had been some extremes, and there still are in other places. But these things no more represent the real Pentecostal work than do the follies in various churches represent genuine Christianity.”
The work at Azusa Street gradually spread throughout the country as adherents to the strange phenomenon went out with the new message of power. Folks came to the meetings, received the Glossolalia gift and went out to spread the revival spirit.



Chapter 3, My Own Personal Contact With The Glossolalia Phenomenon
My first contact with the Glossolalia movement of today came through those who were most strongly opposed to the movement. Although I had all of my life been in contact with religious groups, I had never heard of the phenomenon of “speaking in tongues” until I heard a professor whom I studied under in college say that it was impossible. This professor explained directly from the Scriptures that it could not be, and that if it could be, it was forbidden. 'I remember I earnestly studied the text saying in my mind : "It certainly seems possible, and I cannot see that it is forbidden by Paul when practiced in a proper order.”
A year or so later I was sitting beside a radio listening to a gospel program when suddenly a woman began to speak powerfully in a strange tongue. The preacher paused until she finished, then he said these words, "God is in our midst,” and went on preaching. I turned to a friend beside me and said, "Do you know what that was?” He nodded, and answered, "It was someone speaking in tongues.” He was a faithful Congregationalist and I was a strict Baptist, but we both knew that the phenomenon was genuine.
After that time I often heard the Pentecostal phenomenon denied or ridiculed, but I never doubted for a minute that there is a genuine speaking in tongues which is of God.
My next contact with the phenomenon was while I was in my first year in the theological seminary after God had called me into full-time service. There was at that time in the religious education department of the seminary a young woman who seemed empowered with a boldness and power in testifying and witnessing that far exceeded anything I had ever seen or heard. Many of the students criticized her for what they thought was fanaticism. Secretly I admired her zeal, but wondered myself if she didn't perhaps have a little too much enthusiasm.
I had heard vaguely that she attended at times a Pentecostal Church within walking distance of the seminary. Without telling anyone what I was about, I determined to attend this church.
At the first meeting I attended, there were three distinct messages in a tongue other than the vernacular. Each message was interpreted by the pastor in the proper order of 1 Corinthians 14. Two of the messages emphasized the Blood of Christ, and one was an exhortation to cleave to the Word of God, All three decidedly glorified the Lord Jesus, all three amplified the sermon, and in all three cases the speakers remained seated while they spoke. I went back to school believing that I had seen and heard the genuine Pentecostal phenomenon.
Later I was" called to be the pastor of a small suburban Baptist Church. As I took up my regular duty of rendering a weekly sermon, I came face to face with my lack of power. It had been my firm conviction since the hour God blessed me and called me to preach His message that I had been called to preach a message of revival. It was then for the first time that I knew a real spiritual awakening was possible. I knew that before the coming of Jesus Christ again to the world that His Church was to be purified and made ready for Him. My task as His servant was to proclaim His coming and to call the Christian Church to repentance.
With this in mind I began to study the previous revivals—especially those of the last few centuries. In doing this I made some interesting observations.
 
	That real religious revivals are seldom recognized as such by the established denominations at the time they occur;
	that in religious revivals of the past many peculiar manifestations occurred, such as quaking, shaking, and lying prostrate on the ground;
	that even though a free, well-meaning people affected by these revivals often went to extremes and excesses, yet by far the great majority became sane moral citizens whose lives influenced their communities in some cases for two or more generations;
	that we ought not to limit God by determining how He must work in the event that His Spirit might again begin to move in genuine revival;
	that we ought to expect some of the same manifestations in the present.

I began to study the men who were used of God during these times of spiritual awakening. It was here that I came face to face with my own lack of spiritual power. They had something which I did not have.
I wondered why it was that such men as John Wesley, George Whitefield, Charles Finney, and D. L. Moody had such power in bringing the lost to repentance; and why we did not have more men like them today in our denominations? Surely, I concluded, the need in the world is as great or greater than it has ever been before.
I was especially brought to the realization of my own lack by reading the life of Charles Haddon Spurgeon. One Sunday afternoon after reading how the people of London came under the power of his simple gospel message and were saved by the dozens week after week, and how all London came to hear the young preacher, I broke into tears and wept before the Lord. Oh, the need in the world and the powerlessness of the ministry today! I resolved in some way I would find the secret of power in the lives of these famous Christians, and if it was for me I was determined I would have it.
My hunger led me to attend an informal gospel meeting in a private home where I heard the Scripture unfolded by the young lady before mentioned with such an impact to my own soul that I knew I was beginning to touch the power for which I longed. I now began to catch a little of the unity of the glorious gospel as it must have been preached in Jerusalem in those early days of Christianity.
A few days later the same-young lady met a few of us who were hungry for a deeper religious experience and explained the Pentecostal experience to us directly from the Bible. With my slight contact with the Glossolalia phenomenon and with my knowledge of the Word of God, I believed before she finished that there was an experience for each of us identical to the experience of the disciples in the book of Acts. This experience would give us power in soul winning.
The hunger for this experience spread through the entire group, and we all began to seek the Face of God for this experience. A short time later I witnessed a modern Pentecost within this same group and saw and heard the same manifestations that caused Jerusalem to cry out, “What meaneth this?” 'I saw my own friends under the power of God, singing in the Spirit as well as in the understanding, speaking in other tongues, and prophesying.
I understood the teaching of the Bible on this truth, and I had witnessed among my own friends the actual phenomenon in practice.
Now began a long siege of nearly five years in which I sought for the blessed experience of receiving the promise of the Father. In this time I never wavered in my belief that it was in the Bible, and that it was for me. Notwithstanding every effort of Satan and my ministerial and personal friends, I clung to the blessed truth of the Word of God. I knew through thick and thin that God would answer my heart cry, and truly it was a heart cry from the depths of my needy soul.
During this time of waiting upon God I finished my theological work in the seminary, receiving the Bachelor of Divinity degree and at the same time pastored my little church. From school I went to Ohio, where I became pastor of four (later five) Baptist churches, and put in eighteen months of enjoyable preaching from the Word of God.
In that time God gave us a gracious revival in which it would be impossible to estimate how many found Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. We admitted fifty-five people to membership in the churches upon confession of faith, after they had followed the Lord in baptism. Most of these new members were adults and most of these adults were men.
All this time 'I was seeking the Gift of the Holy Spirit. Many times people of my acquaintance who, I was quite certain, didn’t know what they were talking about, claimed to have received the Gift. As I was preaching the need of such an experience, I dared not pass my judgment upon others. All I could do was to pray on. I prayed in the fields and in the woods, stopping my car to pray many times while traveling around my parish.
The young woman who had first led me to believe that there was such an experience and that it was for me, held evangelistic services in all the churches, and some of our members were filled with the Holy Spirit. I was as dry as a desert, but I prayed on.
Eventually the United States army called me to a year of actual service. A few days later came the catastrophe of Pearl Harbor, and I was in for the duration. From Fort Riley to Panama, from Panama to the States again, and back and forth across America I sought God.
And then having a cup of coffee while sitting calmly at a little breakfast table in the kitchen of some friends, and while I was talking of the wonders of the truth in the Word of God, God graciously and wonderfully poured out His marvelous Spirit upon me, and I received the promise of the Father spoken of in the Book of Acts with like signs.
My heart is overflowing with the love of the Lord today as I write, and I want to serve Him more than I ever have before. I do not want to miss out on any of the wonderful things He has reserved for them that love Him. I covet and desire that many ministers of the gospel who are faithfully preaching the Word as far as they know it, may have this blessed experience which so wonderfully feeds the soul and gives power for preaching the truth of God.
As to the power it gives I can assuredly testify. No longer do I give the weak messages I once gave, and there is not only a power surging within me but there is also a new power of conviction of sin and of judgment upon those who listen.



Chapter 4, Present-Day Glossolalia Churches
There are today in America numerous fellowships of people and independent churches not all calling themselves Pentecostal, but having in some form or other the Pentecostal phenomenon manifested among them. Basically their teachings are the same. Their formulated doctrine is very little different from the articles of faith of most all religions bodies. The only evangelic difference it has from many groups is its interpretation of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. In order to show the similarity with other denominations rather than to show differences, there follows a copy of the principles of the Assemblies of God, one group of Pentecostal people.
Statement Of Principles And Fundamental Truths As Declared By The General Council Of Assemblies Of God
The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall represent as nearly as possible in detail, the body of Christ as described in the New Testament Scriptures, recognizing the principles inherent in that body as also inherent in this fellowship, particularly the principles of unity, co-operation, and equality. Its purpose is to demonstrate these principles and their consequent development.
The Bible is our all-sufficient rule for faith and practice. Hence this Statement of Fundamental Truths is intended as a basis of fellowship among us (i.e., that we all speak the same thing, 1 Cor. 1:10; Acts 2:42). The human phraseology employed in such statement is not inspired nor contended for, but the truth set forth is held to be essential to a full gospel ministry. No claim is made that it contains all truth in the Bible, only that it covers our present needs as to these fundamental matters.



1. The Scriptures Inspired
The Bible is the inspired Word of God, a revelation from God to man, the infallible rule of faith and conduct, and is superior to conscience and reason, but not contrary to reason. 2 Tim. 3:15, 16; 1 Peter 2:2.



2. The One True God, The Adorable Godhead
The one true God has revealed Himself as the eternally self-existent, self-revealed “I AM”; and has further revealed Himself as embodying the principles of relationship and association, i.e., as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29; Isa. 43:10, 11; Matt. 28:19.
(a) Terms Defined


The terms “Trinity” and “Persons,” as related to the Godhead, while not found in the Scriptures, are words in harmony with Scripture, whereby we may convey to others our immediate understanding of the doctrine of Christ respecting the Being of God, as distinguished from “gods many and lords many.” We, therefore, may speak with propriety of the Lord our God, who is one Lord, as a trinity or as one Being of three persons, and still be absolutely Scriptural. (Examples, Matt. 2:6; 8:16, 17; Acts 15:15-18.)
(b) Distinction and Relation in the Godhead


Christ taught a distinction of Persons in the Godhead which He expressed in specific terms of relationship, as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but that this distinction and relationship, as to its mode is inscrutable and incomprehensible, because unexplained. Luke 1:35; 1 Cor. 1:24; Matt. 11:25-27 ; 2 Cor. 13:14; 1 John 1:3, 4.
(c) Unity of the One Being of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost


Accordingly, therefore, there is that in the Son which constitutes Him the Son and not the Father; and there is that in the Holy Ghost which constitutes Him the Holy Ghost and not either the Father or the Son. Wherefore the Father is the Begetter, the Son is the Begotten, and the Holy Ghost is the one proceeding from the Father and the Son. Therefore, because these three persons in the Godhead are in a state of unity, there is but one Lord God Almighty and His name one. John 1:18 ; 17:11, 21; Zech. 14:9.
(d) Identity and Co-operation in the Godhead


The Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are never identical is to person; nor confused as to relation; nor divided in respect to the Godhead; nor opposed as to co-operation. The Son is in the Father and the Father is in the Son as to relationship. The Son is with the Father and the Father is with the Son, as to fellowship. The Father is not from the Son, but the Son is from the Father, as to authority. The Holy Ghost is from the Father and the Son proceeding, as to nature, relationship, co-operation and authority. Hence, neither Person in the Godhead either exists or works separately or independently of the others. John 5:17-30.
(e) The Title, Lord Jesus Christ


The appellation, “Lord Jesus Christ,” is a proper name. It is never applied in the New Testament, neither to the Father nor to the Holy Ghost. It therefore belongs exclusively to the Son of God. Rom. 1 :l-3, 7; 2 John 3.
(f) The Lord Jesus Christ, God With Us


The Lord Jesus Christ, as to His divine and eternal nature is the proper and only Begotten of the Father, but as to His human nature, He is the proper Son of Man. He is, therefore, acknowledged to be both God and man; who, because He is God and man, is “Immanuel,” God with us. Matt. 1:23; 1 John 4:2, 10, 14; Rev. 1:13, 14-17.
(g) The Title, Son of God


Since the name “Immanuel,” embraces both God and man in the one Person, our Lord Jesus Christ, it follows that the title, Son of God, belongs to the order of eternity, and the title, Son of Man, to the order of time. Matt. 1:21-23; 2 John 3; 1 John 3:8; Heb. 7:3; 1:1-13.
(h) Transgression of the Doctrine of Christ


Wherefore, it is a transgression of the Doctrine of Christ to say that Jesus Christ derived the title, Son of God, solely from the fact of the incarnation, or because of His relation to the economy of redemption. Therefore, to deny that the Father is a real and eternal Father, and that the Son is a real and eternal Son, is a denial of the distinction and relationship in the Being of God; a denial of the Father and the Son; and a displacement of the truth that Jesus Christ is come in tin flesh. 2 John 9; John 1:1, 2, 14, 18, 29, 49; 8:57, 58; 1 John 2:22, 23; 4:1-5; Heb. 12:2.
(i) Exaltation of Jesus Christ as Lord


The Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, having by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty or high; angels and principalities and powers having been made subject unto Him. And, having been made both Lord and Christ, He sent the Holy Ghost that we, in the name of Jesus, might bow our knees and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father until the end, when the Son shall become subject to the Father that God may be all in all. Heb. 1:3; 1 Peter 3:22; Acts 2:32-36; Rom. 14:11; 1 Cor. 15 :24-28.
(j) Equal Honor to the Father and to the Son


Wherefore, since the Father has delivered all judgment unto the Son, it is not only the express duty of all in heaven and or earth to bow the knee, but it is an unspeakable joy in the Holy Ghost to ascribe unto the Son all the attributes of Deity, and to give Him all the honor and glory contained in all the names and titles of the Godhead (except those which express relationship. See paragraphs b, c, and d) and thus honor the Son as we honor the Father. John 5:22,23; 1 Peter 1:8; Rev. 5:6-14; Phil. 2:8,9; Rev. 7:9,10; 4:8-11.



3. Man, His Fall And Redemption.
Man was created good and upright, for God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness.” But man, by voluntary transgression, fell, and his only hope of redemption is in Jesus Christ the Son of God. Gen. 1:26-31; 3:1-7; Rom. 5:12-21.



4. The Salvation Of Man.
(a) Conditions to Salvation
The grace of God, which bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men, through the preaching of repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ; man is saved by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, and being justified by grace through faith, he becomes an heir of God according to the hope of eternal life. Titus 2:11; Rom. 10: 13-15; Luke 24:47; Titus 3:5-7.
(b) The Evidences of Salvation
The inward evidence to the believer of his salvation is the direct witness of the Spirit. Rom. 8:16. The outward evidence to all men is a life of righteousness and true holiness. Matt 5:16.



5. Baptism In Water.
The ordinance of Baptism by a burial with Christ should be observed as commanded in the Scriptures, by all who have really repented and in their hearts have truly believed on Christ as Savior and Lord. In so doing, they have the body washed in pure water as an outward symbol of cleansing, while their heart has already been sprinkled, with the blood of Christ as an inner cleansing. Thus they declare to the world that they have died with Jesus and that they have also been raised with Him to walk in newness of life. Matt 28:19; Acts 10:47, 48; Rom. 6:4; Acts 20:21; Heb. 10:22.



6. The Lord’s Supper.
The Lord’s Supper, consisting of the elements, bread and the fruit of the vine, is the symbol expressing our sharing the divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:4) ; a memorial of His suffering and death (1 Cor. 11:26); and a prophecy of His second coming (1 Cor. 11:26); and is enjoined on all believers “until He come.”



7. The Promise Of The Father.
All believers are entitled to, and should ardently expect, and earnestly seek, the promise of the Father, the Baptism in the Holy Ghost and fire, according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was the normal experience of all in the early Christian Church. With it comes the enduement of power for life and service, the bestowment of the gifts and their uses in the work of the ministry. Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:1-31. This wonderful experience is distinct from and subsequent to the experience of the new birth. Acts 10:44-46; 11:14-16; 15:7-9.



8. The Evidence Of The Baptism In The Holy Ghost
The Baptism of believers in the Holy Ghost is witnessed by the initial physical sign of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives them utterance. Acts 2:4. The speaking in tongues in this instance is the same in essence as the gift of tongues (1 Cor. 12:4-10, 28) but different in purpose and use.



9. Entire Sanctification.
The Scriptures teach a life of holiness without which no man shall see the Lord. By the power of the Holy Ghost we are able to obey the command, “Be ye holy, for I am holy.” Entire sanctification is the will of God for all believers, and should be earnestly pursued by walking in obedience to God’s Word. Heb. 12:14; 1 Peter 1:15,16; 1 Thess. 5:23,24; 1 John 2:6.



10. The Church The Church Is The Body Of Christ,
the habitation of God through the Spirit, with divine appointments for the fulfillment of her great commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part of the General Assembly and church of the First-born, which are written in heaven. Eph. 1:22,23; 2:22; Heb. 12:23.



11. The Ministry And Evangelism.
A divinely called and Scripturally ordained ministry has been provided by our Lord for a twofold purpose:
(1) The evangelization of the world, Matt. 28:19,20, and (2) The edifying of the Body of Christ. Mark 16:15-20; Eph. 4:11-13.



12. Divine Healing Deliverance From Sickness Is Provided For
in the atonement, and is the privilege of all believers. Isa. 53:4, 5; Matt. 8: 16,17.



13. The Blessed Hope.
The resurrection of those who have fallen asleep in Christ and their translation together with those who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord is the imminent and blessed hope of the Church. 1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Rom. 8:23; Titus 2:13; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52.



14. The Millennial Reign Of Jesus.
The revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, the salvation of national Israel, and the millennial reign of Christ on the earth is the Scriptural promise and the world’s hope.
2 Thess. 1:7; Rev. 19:11-14; Rom. 11:26, 27; Rev. 20:1-7.



15. The Lake Of Fire.
The devil and his angels, the beast and the false prophet, and whosoever is not found written in the Book of Life, shall be consigned to everlasting punishment in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. Rev. 19:20; 20:10-15.



16. The New Heavens And New Earth.
We “according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21, 22.
It can be very readily seen that Pentecostal people hold very closely in doctrine to the traditional beliefs of orthodox Christianity. The main difference is their emphasis upon the reception of the Holy Spirit as an experience following regeneration and on speaking with other tongues as the Spirit of Cod gives them utterance as an initial physical sign and proof of having received the infilling.
To obtain a more accurate picture of the Pentecostal phenomenon we will observe a local congregation where the phenomenon is prevalent. This particular church was not in the beginning Pentecostal. It was an independent church, free from all denominations. They were a praying, soul-winning people, and when the phenomenon appeared in various places all over the world, it appeared among them.
In most respects this church is no different from any other local Protestant church. It has its Sunday school, its young people’s societies, and its missionary groups the same as any other church. To all general appearances it is an active, orthodox, Spirit-filled body with a deep passion to see the lost of the world won to Christ. There, however, is one difference. There appears from time to time within the group at different meetings of the church the Pentecostal phenomenon of speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy.
It is surprising how orderly the meetings are. The only confusion is their habit of all praying at once during regular prayer in the service, and at the meeting after when they gather about the altar of the church. The “tongues part” seems to be exceptionally “decent and in order.” If a man feels to speak when there is no pause giving him opportunity he is expected to refrain from speaking. If he fails in this he is considered out of order and. the pastor may begin a song or otherwise induce the offender to desist.
The messages prophesied or interpreted all glorify Jesus Christ—-that is, they point to Him and give Him praise and glory. Many are definite exhortations to keep from sinning and to seek God. Any number have been pleading for the unsaved to take Christ as Savior. Prophecies of Coming Judgment, the Tribulation Period, the Rapture of the Church, and the Second Coming of Christ are prominent.
This particular group is decidedly moral and of a fine character. They are a separate people as far as worldly amusements are concerned and live quiet, pious lives. There appears to be among them a toleration of religious differences, and a desire to see men saved from sin. Salvation of the lost is stressed more than any other teaching.



Chapter 5, Relation of Glossolalia To Other Basic Tenets Held By Pentecostal People
There are two basic tenets held by Pentecostal people today which are quite definitely related to the Glossolalia phenomenon.
(1) The Promise of the Father—an experience distinct from and subsequent to the experience of the new birth.


(2) The Gifts of the Spirit—nine supernatural endowments to which the Promise of the Father opens the doorway.





1. The Promise of The Father.
In connection with this experience which is wrongly called the “second blessing" or “second work of grace" or “Baptism in (with or of) the Holy Spirit” by some, note Article 7 of the Statement of Fundamental Truths, from which we have previously quoted.
7. The Promise of the Father.


All believers are entitled to, and should ardently expect, and earnestly seek, the promise of the Father, the Baptism in the Holy Ghost and fire, according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was the normal experience of all in the early church. With it comes the enduement of power for life and service, the bestowment of the gifts and their uses in the work of the ministry. Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4; 8; 1 Cor. 12: 1-31. This wonderful experience is distinct from and subsequent to the experience of the new birth. Acts 10:44-48; 11:14-16; 15:7-9.


The late Myer Pearlman, who died in 1943, Bible teacher and one of the leading students of theology among Pentecostal people, has written a book on doctrine, Knowing the Doctrines of the Bible. This book of 399 pages is written to be used as a textbook of doctrine in the Assembly Bible institutes and schools. It is a masterpiece of theology written so simply and directly that the layman who reads it can understand it. His section on the Holy Spirit, presented in proper order with all the other well-known doctrines of Orthodox Christianity, probably expresses the views most widely held concerning this great doctrine, certainly those being taught to the ministerial and Bible students of today.
To show the orderly manner in which Pearlman presents his teaching on the Holy Spirit, the following outline is given from pages 278-280 of his book.
Outline
1. The Nature Of The Spirit.
1. The Names Of The Spirit.


a. The Spirit of God.





b. The Spirit of Christ.





c. The Comforter.





d. The Holy Spirit.





e. The Holy Spirit of Promise.





f. The Spirit of Truth.





g. The Spirit of Grace.





h. The Spirit of Life.





i. The Spirit of Adoption.





2. Symbols Of The Spirit.


a. Fire.





b. Wind.





c. Water.





d. A Seal.





e. Oil.





f. The Dove.





2. The Spirit In The Old Testament.
1. The Creative Spirit.


2. The Dynamic Spirit, Producing —


a. Workers for God.





b. Speakers for God.





3. The Regenerative Spirit In The Old Testament Is—


a. Operative but not emphasized.





b. His general bestowal is a future blessing.





c. Connected with Messiah’s coming.





d. Exhibiting special features.





3. The Spirit In Christ.
1. Birth.


2. Baptism.


3. Ministry.


4. Crucifixion.


5. Resurrection.


6. Ascension.


4. The Spirit In Human Experience.
1. Conviction.


2. Regeneration.


3. Indwelling.


4. Sanctification.


5. Enduement With Power.


a. Its general nature.





b. Its special characteristic.





c. Its initial evidence.





d. Its continuous aspect.





e. The manner of its reception.





6. Glorification.


7. Sins Against the Spirit.


5. The Gifts Of The Spirit.
1. The General Nature of the Gifts.


2. The Variety of the Gifts.


a. The word of wisdom.





b. The word of knowledge.





c. Faith.





d. The gifts of healing.





e. The working of miracles.





f. Prophecy.





g. Discerning of spirits.





h. Tongues.





i. Interpretation.





3. The Regulation of the Gifts, by the following principles :


a. Proportionate value.





b. Edification.





c. Wisdom.





d. Self-control.





e. Orderliness.





f. Teachableness.





4. The Receiving of the Gifts, the requirements:


a. Submission to the divine will.





b. Holy ambition.





c. Strong desire.





d. Faith.





e. Yieldedness.





5. The Testing Of The Gifts.


a. Loyalty to Christ.





b. The practical test





c. The doctrinal test.





6. The Spirit In The Church.
1. The advent of the Spirit. What occurred on the Day of Pentecost was—


a. The birth of the church.





b. The evidence of Christ’s glorification.





c. The completion of Christ’s work.





d. The anointing of the church.





e. The indwelling of the church.





f. The beginning of a new dispensation.





2. The Ministry of the Spirit, seen in—


a. Administration.





b. Preaching.





c. Prayer.





d. Singing.





e. Testimony.





3. The Ascension of the Spirit.


Pearlman distinctly writes of the convicting, regenerating. indwelling and sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. His views here are identical with those of most sound Bible teachers of the traditional viewpoint. It is in the enduement with power that he differs. He writes of its characteristics on page 310 of his book;
“The above facts lead us to this conclusion, that in addition and subsequent to conversion, a believer may experience an enduement of power whose initial oncoming is signalized by a miraculous utterance in a language never learned by the speaker.
“The above conclusion has been challenged. It is claimed that there are many Christians who know the Holy Spirit in regenerating and sanctifying power and yet have not spoken in other tongues. Indeed, the New Testament teaches that one cannot be a Christian without having the Spirit, which is the same as being indwelt with the Spirit. ... It is also affirmed that many Christian workers have experienced anointings of the Spirit by which they have been enabled to win people to Christ and to do other Christian work, and yet these have not spoken in other tongues.
“It cannot be successfully denied that there is a real sense in which all truly regenerated persons have the Spirit. But the question naturally follows: What is there different and additional in the experience described as the Baptism with the Holy Spirit? We answer as follows:
“There is one Holy Spirit, but many operations of that Spirit, just as there is one electricity but many operations of that electricity. The same electricity propels street cars, lights our houses, operates refrigerators and performs many other tasks. In like manner, the one Spirit regenerates, sanctifies, energizes, illumines, and imparts spiritual gifts.
“The Spirit regenerates human nature in the crisis of conversion, and then, as the Spirit of holiness within, produces the ‘fruit of the Spirit,’ the distinctive features of Christian character. At times, believers make a special consecration, and receive that victory over sin, and consequent accession of joy and peace, which has sometimes been called ‘sanctification’ or a ‘second definite work of grace.’
"But in addition to these operations of the Holy Spirit, there is another, having for its special purpose the energizing of human nature for special services for God, and issuing in an outward expression of a supernatural character. In a general way, Paul refers to this outward expression as ‘the manifestation of the Spirit’ (1 Cor. 12:7), perhaps in contrast to the quiet and secret operations of the Spirit. In the New Testament this experience is designated by such expressions as falling upon, coming upon, being poured out, being filled with, which expressions convey the thought of suddenness and supernaturalness. All these terms are connected with the experience known as the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:5.
"The operation of the Spirit described by these terms is so distinct from His quiet and ordinary manifestations that scholars have coined a word to describe it. That word is charismatic, from a Greek word frequently used to designate a special impartation of spiritual power. Wrote A. B. Bruce, a Presbyterian scholar:
“ ‘The Spirit’s work was conceived of as transcendent, miraculous, and charismatic. The power of the Holy Ghost was a power coming from without, producing extraordinary effects that could arrest the attention of even a profane eye like that of Simon the sorcerer.'
‘‘While acknowledging that the early Christians believed also in the sanctifying operations of the Spirit (he cites Acts 16:14) and His inspiring of faith, hope, and love within people, he concludes that ‘the gift of the Holy Spirit came to mean—the power to speak ecstatically, and to prophesy enthusiastically, and to heal the sick by a word of prayer.’ “The point we desire to emphasize is the following: the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, which is a baptism of power, is charismatic in character, judging from the description of the results of the impartation.
“Now while freely admitting that Christians have been born of the Spirit, and workers anointed with the Spirit, we maintain that not all Christians have experienced the charismatic operation of the Spirit, followed by a sudden, supernatural utterance.”
Note the sane scholarly way in which Pearlman’s quotations have been written. This is no fanatic writing concerning some strange doctrine or experience, but the straightforward words of a careful theologian. His theology seems to embrace all the theology of traditional Christianity plus the added over and above experience of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit subsequent to regeneration.
Allan A. Swift, dean of a Pentecostal Bible school at Green Lane, Pennsylvania, in his booklet, Lessons on the Holy Spirit, makes a difference between the adoption of the Spirit which occurs at conversion and the sealing of the Spirit which occurs after conversion. The claim of Pentecostal teachers is that the Bible plainly teaches an experience beyond conversion tantamount to a baptism in the Holy Spirit.
It is interesting to note that many Bible teachers and writers who are not connected with the Pentecostal movement also teach this over and above enduement of Power. Some of these teachers lived a long time before the present Pentecostal outbreak.
A. J. Gordon, writing in his book, The Ministry of the Spirit, in reference to Jesus’ experience with the Holy Spirit and that of the Apostles at Pentecost, says: "What is here spoken of seems nothing different from what in other. Scriptures is called the reception of the Spirit. It is a transaction that may be repeated, and will be if we are living in the Spirit. But it is clearly an experience belonging to one who has already been converted.”
A few paragraphs later he quotes from, Through the Eternal Spirit, by James Elder Cumming: "It seems to me beyond question, as a matter of experience both of Christians in the present day and of the early church, as recorded by inspiration, that in addition to the gift of the Spirit received at conversion, there is another blessing corresponding in its signs and effects to the blessing received by the Apostles at Pentecost—a blessing to be asked for and expected by Christians still, and to be described in language similar to that employed in the book of the Acts. Whatever that blessing may be, it is in immediate connection with the Holy Ghost; and one of the terms by which we may designate it is, ‘to be filled with the Spirit.’ As with the early Christians so with us now, the filling comes when there is special need of it. . . . And there is an occasion when that blessing comes to a man for the first time. That first time is a spiritual crisis from which his future spiritual life must be dated. There may be a question as to what it is to be called, or at least by what name in Scripture we are authorized to call it. . . . Whether consciously or not, it is to the fact of the Holy Spirit’s coming in new power to the soul that all new life is due; and the more that this is consciously understood the more is the Holy Ghost in his due place in our hearts. It is only when he is consciously accepted in all his power that we can be said either to be ‘baptized’ or ‘filled’ with the Holy Ghost. I should like to add that it is possible to maintain that God from the first offered to his own people a higher position in this matter than they have generally been able to occupy, in that the fullness of the Spirit was and is offered to each soul at conversion; and that it is only from want of faith that subsequent outpourings of the Holy Ghost became needful.”
F. B. Meyer, in a pamphlet on the Filling of the Holy Spirit, says of the text, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?” (Acts 19 ;2, R. V.) : “The Apostle surely did not mean to ask whether they had received the special gifts of the Spirit. Their reply at least does not indicate that they so understood him. He wanted only to learn whether they had received that filling of the Holy Spirit which was the main feature of Pentecost. Acts 2:4; 6:3; 13:52.
" ‘Received we the Holy Spirit when we believed! How could we have faith, except it were given us by the Holy Spirit?’ might have been the reply of the startled men. ‘Granted,’ would the Apostle answer. ‘No man can call Jesus Lord except by the Holy Spirit; certainly the Holy Spirit has been at work within you, else ye were none of Christ’s; but there is an experience altogether beyond and above that initial step by which the Holy Spirit first reveals sin and Christ, and it is for lack of this that your testimony is so inoperative, and your lives so destitute of fire!’ "
We turn now to a living non-Pentecostal who has in the last few years become quite famous in conservative circles as a conference and revival speaker— Oswald J. Smith, pastor of the People’s Church, Toronto, Canada. He says in the beginning of Chapter I, Part II in his book, The Enduement of Power: ‘‘The Bible distinguishes between 'having' the Holy Spirit, which is true of all believers, and being ‘filled’ with the Spirit, which is true of very few.”
The group believes in an outpouring of the Holy Spirit as a definite work of grace. This experience is not for a select few, but for all who desire it and are willing to pay the price. The relation of this experience to the Glossolalia phenomenon is that there is an initial supernatural utterance of the phenomenon. The individual might never experience the phenomenon again; yet this utterance, if genuine, would be one of the proofs that the individual has had the experience.
A great bulk of material has been written on the Pentecostal movement. These writings are for the most part unknown or entirely ignored by traditional Christianity. Some of these men are giants in intellect and masters in the study of the Scriptures. They are simple humble pastors and teachers who have been filled with the Spirit of God. Many of them have university degrees, and some are doctors of philosophy. Pentecostal people are not at all as ignorant as some would like to believe.
Benjamin A. Baur, one of these Pentecostal writers, in a small pamphlet entitled The Baptism of the Holy Ghost, writes concerning repentance and the second work of grace: “In a former booklet4 we have seen
how God deals with us to bring us to a personal assurance of the remission of our sins. Briefly, through the Word and the Spirit we are convicted of our lost condition and our need of a Savior. Repentance brings about a complete reversal of our attitude toward sin so as to set our will in perfect harmony with the will of God. Through simple faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ, we experience the washing away of all our transgressions, and we are given a positive, inward assurance that we are God's own dear sons and daughters. By means of baptism we publicly confess our faith union with each of the three Persons in the Godhead. We now wish to consider the glorious climax to all these (what we might well call) initial experiences of a soul entering Christian life. We refer to the mighty Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
“First of all, let us distinguish clearly between the remission of sins (outwardly typified by baptism in water) and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. The latter is not identical with the former, but can, and should be received immediately thereafter.5 Even a casual student of the Word cannot fail to discover that the Scriptures plainly differentiate between the two. The difference is briefly this: The remission
of sins takes the guilt of our past transgression away, and the Baptism in the Spirit brings the fullness of the Presence of the Power of God into our heart and upon our entire being. If this be true, then it is easy to see how important it is for every soul that has been converted to God to immediately receive this second definite gift of grace—even the gift of the Holy Spirit in all His fullness.”
Here we have a distinct difference made between repentance and the receiving of the Holy Spirit. They both can occur almost at the same time, but they are two distinct experiences.



2. How To Receive The Promise Of The Father.
On the reception of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit traditional Christianity is as confused as it is on the Baptism itself.
Myer Pearlman on “the manner of its reception” writes:
“ (1) A right attitude is essential. The first group who experienced the oncoming of the Spirit ‘continued with one accord in prayer and supplication.’ Acts 1:14. Ideally, one should receive the enduement of power immediately after conversion, but, actually, there are certain circumstances of one kind or another which may make tarrying necessary.
‘‘(2) The receiving of the gift of the Holy Spirit subsequent to conversion is connected with the prayers of Christian workers. The writer of Acts describes the experiences of the Samaritan converts who had already believed and had been baptized.
“Weinel, a German theologian, made a thorough study of the spiritual manifestations during the apostolic age. He says that what might be called inspirational sessions were held till well into the second century, strange as they seem to outsiders. The Holy Ghost, he states, was communicated to converts by the laying on of hands and prayer and wrought signs and wonders. Inspirational sessions would seem to describe special services for those who desired to receive the Spirit’s power.
“(3) The receiving of spiritual power is connected with the united prayers of the church. After Christians of the church at Jerusalem had prayed for boldness to preach the word, ‘the place was shaken where they were assembled together: and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.’ Acts 4:31.
‘‘The expression, ‘place was shaken’ implies something spectacular and supernatural which convinced the disciples that the power which descended on the day of Pentecost was still in the church.
“(4) A spontaneous outpouring may, in some cases, make prayer or effort unnecessary as was the case with those in the house of Cornelius, whose hearts had already been ‘purified by faith.' Acts 10:44; 15:9.
‘‘(5) Since the baptism of power is described as a gift (Acts 10:45) the believer may plead before the throne of grace the promise of Jesus: ‘If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?’ Luke 11:13.
“A certain school of interpreters teach that one should not ask for the Spirit, for the following reason. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to dwell permanently in the church; since then, everyone who is added to the church by the Lord and baptized into Christ, by that very fact becomes a partaker of the Spirit. 1 Cor. 12:13.
“It is true that the Spirit abides in the church, yet that should not deter the believer from asking and seeking.
“As Dr. A. J. Gordon has pointed out, though the Spirit was given once and for all to the church on the day of Pentecost, it does not follow that every believer has received the Baptism. God’s gift requires appropriation. God gave (John 3:16), we must receive—John 1:12. As sinners we accept Christ; as saints we accept the Holy Spirit. As there is a faith toward Christ for salvation, so there is a faith toward the Spirit for power and consecration.
“Pentecost is once for all; the baptism of believers is ever for 'all. The shutting up of certain great blessings of the Holy Ghost within the ideal realm called “Apostolic Age” however convenient it may be as an escape from fancied difficulties, may be the means of robbing believers of some of the most precious covenant rights.
“(6) Individual prayer. Saul of Tarsus fasted and prayed three days previously to his being filled with the Holy Spirit. Acts 9:9-17.
“(7) Obedience. The Holy Ghost is He "whom God hath given to them that obey him.” Acts 5:32.
Benjamin A. Baur again, in his book, The Baptism of the Holy Spirit, says in his chapter on “How To Receive the Holy Spirit,” that once having understood the Scriptural teaching of it,
(1) call upon the Lord to fulfill His promise to you;
(2) believe that God will answer you;
(3) separate yourself from all known forms of sin;
(4) separate yourself from the fellowship of sinners in their wicked and un-Christ-like deeds;
(5) make all wrongs right and make restitution.”
The chapter further says: “If, upon searching your heart, you find that you are truly submissive to the revealed will of God and in harmony with your fellow man as far as it is possible for you to be, then it will be easy for you to exercise that simple and childlike faith in the Lord that will bring a quick response from Him. There is no need for any long waiting on God. The one hundred and twenty had to wait ten days for the Spirit, not because they were not ready, but because God was not quite ready. Pentecost Day was God's time of sending the Spirit in fulfillment of certain prophetic types. Since that day, however, He has been willing at all times to baptize us without a moment’s delay. The only reason why we are forced to wait nowadays for His Spirit is because our heart and mind are not prepared to yield to Him and to let Him have His way. Meditate well upon Mark 1:3. If you are truly cleansed from all sin and entirely yielded to the wilt of God and if your heart is continually in an attitude of faith and praise, you may expect the Lord Jesus to baptize you at any moment.
"The command to believers since the Day of Pentecost is not ‘tarry,’ but rather ‘receive,’ , . . obey Him, believe Him, and praise Him, and He will surely manifest Himself to you.
“One of the best ways to get in tune with God and to create faith in your heart is to meditate on the marvelous love Christ has shown you in dying for your sins on the cross of Calvary. When you reflect that God so loved you while you were yet a sinner— yea, long before you were even born—that He sent His Son to a shameful and ignominious death in order to purchase the very gift you are seeking; it won’t be long until you are lost in wonder, praise, and adoration before the Lord. Your heart will then unconsciously open wide and gladly yield itself to the Spirit’s control. A clean, worshipful, humble, and thankful heart is just the kind of place the Lord is seeking. Whenever He finds it, He gladly takes immediate and full possession.
“Do not make the mistake of trying to work yourself into an experience or of struggling hard in prayer to induce God to give you the blessing.”
Baur has a few words on outward body manifestations in the same chapter; “If your heart is clean and pure and your motive is to glorify God with the power you receive, you need not have the slightest fear. You are in the hands of Christ, the good Shepherd, and no evil thing can approach you to harm you. When such a mighty and omnipotent Being as the Spirit of God comes into the puny body of a frail, mortal man; is it not to be expected that he will perhaps lose his own finite strength and fall prostrate at the feet of the Lord Jesus into whose presence the Holy Spirit ushers him? Shall we be overmuch astonished should our frail bodies begin to tremble and vibrate as His mighty power fills and overwhelms us? We do not mean to say that all these things will always happen when we receive the Spirit in His fullness. Only, if it does occur, let us not be surprised nor disturbed about it.”



3. The Initial Evidence Of The Promise Of The Father.
All logic demands that there be a distinct initial evidence that the experience of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit has come to the believer. Reference is now made to Article 8 of the Assemblies of God Statement of Fundamental Truths.



8. The Evidence Of The Baptism In The Holy Ghost.
The Baptism of believers in the Holy Ghost is witnessed by the initial physical sign of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives utterance. Acts 2:4. The speaking in tongues in this instance is the same in essence as the gift of tongues (1 Cor. 12:4-10, 28) but different in purpose and use.
T. B. Barratt6 in his famous work on the Holy Spirit, In the Days of the Latter Rain, writes:
“Let me again lay stress on the fact, that although there are other evidences of the indwelling Spirit, it is clearly stated in Acts that the Apostles, when tongues were heard in Jerusalem and Caesarea, considered this to be a sure sign of the Baptism with the Holy Ghost. No one can read the account given in the tenth chapter of Acts with a fair mind and doubt this.
“Still I believe that many have had, and that people may obtain in our day mighty baptisms without this sign. This arises then, as we have seen, mainly from ignorance of the subject, prejudice, unbelief, or some other cause. Of course, their experience will not then, as far as the outward sign is concerned, be perfectly similar to that recorded in Acts 2, 10, and 19. And in fact we believe that the two other cases recorded in Acts of the first infilling of the Spirit (at Samaria and Damascus: there are five in all) give ample proof that tongues were present.
“The Holy Ghost may nevertheless set up His throne within in mighty power where tongues have never been heard. This is seen from the lives and works of many. But the 'tongues,' the wonderfully strengthening evidence of the divine presence within, has then, by some means or other, been suppressed or cut off. The assurance, the joy, the strength that accompanies them, is indescribable. And they may evidently be expected by all as an evidence of the indwelling Spirit, although a person may not retain them as a ‘gift.’ No wonder they were so coveted by the early Christians.
‘‘What surprises me then is, that so many churches close their doors and their hearts against a revival that certainly teaches what is found in the Bible, and what the first Christians thanked God for.
“If I could find that the churches of our day were better than the first churches, that they exhibited more love to God, more love to men, and more power in their inner life and evangelistic work, I should be inclined to say that we are so far ahead of the first churches, in the most important thing, that we need not consider seriously the lack of spiritual gifts, that adorned the Bride of Christ in the first Christian era.
“But this is so far from being the case, that the Christian churches of our day are in most cases fat below the standard. There is grandeur, worldly influence, temporal power, fine culture, great educational facilities, but where is the power that made the preaching of the Cross of Jesus in the days of the apostles shake the world?
“I would not discard the good that is being done by the churches, but generally there is a dearth and a want of spiritual power that is simply astounding. It has also been felt by many. Prayer circles have been formed, inspiring circulars issued, and a mighty cry has gone forth to God for help. His answer has been the revival of late years, and now especially this revival, which is really the Revival Movement of the Twentieth Century. It has already belted the globe with the light of Pentecostal glory, and kindled flaming fires in many parts of the world. But sad to say, the churches generally are opposing it. It comes with the same signs as in the first Christian Church, and yet it is opposed by Christians of today. Where are we? What is to be thought of such blindness and wondrous slowness of heart to apprehend God’s call and His day of visitation.
“Of course we know the answer. Fingers are pointed at the ‘manifestations’ and the ‘tongues,’ fingers of derision.
“Learned professors try to explain away the ‘phenomena’ on scientific grounds. Some leading physicians say openly that the whole thing is an insane freak of the mind. Noted theologians tell us, unable to talk away the fact of 'tongues' as having existed in the church, that 'tongues', as well as all supernatural gifts belong to the inaugurating period of the church and not to ours. Wise heads—you would think wiser than the Holy Spirit Himself—say we do not need them in our day. As if the Holy Spirit does not know what He is about!
“Many Christian leaders, mistaking cases of hypnotism and suggestive influence for Satanic counterfeits, have stamped the whole thing as from the devil. Of course we allow that there have been Satanic counterfeits in this, as in all religious movements; but much of what has been ascribed to the devil has been caused by human influence, and often by the heated brains and minds of those condemning the work, I mean by the would-be exorcists themselves.
“Newspapers, pamphlets, tracts, have contained the most incensed condemnation of the whole thing. Theatres have acted it out; hypnotists, spiritualists, theosophists, scientists, and many other ‘ists’ have been unanimous in their condemnation, but after all is said and done, here we are with brighter hopes than ever, with a clear perception of the divine leading in all this, and a firmer assurance than ever before that this is of God, no matter what mistakes have been made, or what excesses some have run into. ‘This is that spoken by the prophet Joel,’ Hallelujah!
“But just take an article like that written in the May number of The Vanguard, by Baron Porcelli. It illustrates very forcibly the lack of discrimination in the mind of some people.
“The article commences thus:
“ ‘The present wave of spiritual manifestations emanates from Los Angeles, in America, the home of all such movements. It was America that began the Spiritualistic craze, the Mesmeric craze, the Hypnotic craze, the Theosophic craze, the Christian Science craze, the Mormon craze, the Latter House of Israel craze, the Dowie craze, the Faith Healing craze, the Holiness craze, the Spiritual Gifts craze, and the Tongues craze.' And we might continue and say the Finney craze, the Moody craze, the Torrey and Alexander craze, etc., in order to give it the mixed touch of Baron Porcelli, say, the Ingersol or infidel craze, the Bible-destruction craze, etc. He mixes up things in very much the same way as do the ‘Humanitarians’ in Hyde Park, who on their great banner classify Jehovah, Jesus, and even the Holy Ghost with the gods of the heathen.
“In that one article numerous mistakes are made, proving that the writer is not acquainted with the subject, or that he is so blinded by the opposition craze that he cannot see the truth. The greatest mistake of all was the statement that this revival comes from Los Angeles, whereas we all know it came from heaven!
“But we are prepared for persecution, and we delight to suffer for the Lord, who has bought us. We are perfectly assured that the teachings being those taught by the Apostles, our tribulations are caused by similar evil powers that opposed them. So we look beyond men in this warfare, and say with Paul, we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Eph. 6:12.
“So when the visible agencies of the dark invisible world point their fingers at us in derision and wrath, we point to the Word of God, the precious Bible, and say, You will find it all there! And we are determined, God helping us, to stand by the Word of God, even in these days, when some theologians only seem to have the coverings of their Bibles left.”



4. The Results Of Receiving The Promise Of The Father.
Baur gives five main results of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. (1) Christ becomes very, very real to you. (2) The Holy Spirit imparts supernatural power to the believer to enable him to witness for Jesus. (3) The revelation of the secret and precious things of God. (4) The Bible will become a new Book. (5) The Second Coming of Christ will become a living and blessed hope.
Baur has an interesting section on feelings as relative to the experience: “The power of the Holy Spirit upon you cannot be accurately measured by the amount of feeling you possess, but rather by the faith that abides within. Many people bring great reproach on the true work of the Spirit by being led of Satan to believe that feeling constitutes power, and that power can be manifested only by a great display of feeling or outward physical exercises. They judge that an absence of feeling always indicates a lack of power or even a backslidden condition. Do not be deceived! The power of the Holy Ghost may be working through you mightily without producing a particle of emotion in your physical man. But a man or woman filled with the Spirit will always be full of faith and love. In our hearts is the true barometer, the presence or absence of the power of God in our lives.”
This last quotation is one of the most interesting statements on receiving the Baptism with the Holy Spirit and its related Glossolalia phenomenon that can be found. It is sane, common sense, and practical. It should astonish those who are completely opposed to the movement.
Non-Pentecostal writers who believe in a baptism with the Holy Spirit as a whole, are silent as far as its supernatural evidences are concerned. A number of them allow for them under certain conditions, and some are merely silent concerning the phenomenon. A great many of course deny the possibility of the phenomenon entirely. In other words, there is a strong difference of opinion among believers in the Baptism with the Holy Spirit as to what the evidences are. This of course settles nothing.



5. Relation Of The Gifts Of The Spirit To The Promise Of The Father.
Upon receiving the Baptism with the Holy Ghost and giving forth the proper evidences the individual is immediately in line for any or all of the nine gifts sf the Spirit enumerated in 1 Cor. 12:8-10. These gifts are classified as follows according to Harold Horton, an English Pentecostal Bible teacher.
(1) Gifts of Revelation:
(a) A Word of Wisdom. Supernatural revelation of divine purpose.
(b) A Word of Knowledge. Supernatural revelation of facts in the divine mind.
(c) Discerning of Spirits. Supernatural insight into the realm of spirits.
(2) Gifts of Power:
(a) Faith. Supernatural trust (passive) in God for the miraculous.
(b) The Working of Miracles. Supernatural intervention (active) in the ordinary course of nature.
(c) Gifts of Healing. Supernatural power to heal diseases.
(3) Gifts of Inspiration (vocal gifts) :
(a) Prophecy. Supernatural utterance in a known tongue.
(b) Divers Kinds of Tongues. Supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue.
(c) Interpretation of Tongues. Supernatural showing forth of the meaning of other tongues.
These gifts give power to the Church and according to Pentecostal people are needed for this modern age.7 They have many testimonies of their workings among their groups.
Harold Horton says in Chapter 1 of his book, The Gifts of the Spirit: “The message of the whole of Scripture is that this miraculous supernature of God should be manifest in His children. Like Father like son. And God has made full provision for the manifestation of that supernature in His children in the gifts of the Spirit. . . .
“God has provided in the Baptism with the Holy Spirit and the resultant gifts of the Spirit, means for the reproduction of His divine faculties in His children.........
“The Scripture is scarcely more insistent on any subject than on this—that the children of God should express at least in some fragmentary measure this divine miraculous supernature.
“It was not a theological claim that arrested the devout Jews on that memorable day, but a manifestation of divine wisdom and power in the speaking of miraculous tongues by unlearned followers of the Lord Jesus. It was not a masterly unfolding of the Word that set the envious priests by the ears some time later but a mighty and immediate operation of the gifts of the Spirit in a lame-born man by two of the simple children of God. It was not a phenomenal display of evangelical fervor that swept Samaria some time later still, but a repeated demonstration of the gifts of the Spirit in supernatural healings, through the Spirit-filled hands of one who was not considered capable of ministering the word of God. Acts 7:6; 6: 2-4. Neither was it alone the sweet savor of fragrant holiness in Paul that caused the astounded Lycaonians and the gentle-hearted Maltese barbarians to ascribe to him divine origin and rank, but an unanswerable display of divine power through the gifts of the Spirit in miracle after miracle of human deliverance. Acts 14:3,11; 28:6.
"In regeneration the Lord Jesus has stamped upon His begotten ones the impress of His life and loveliness. In the Baptism with the Spirit He has designed to charge them with His heavenly dynamic, in the Gifts of the Spirit He has provided for the visible, audible and tangible expression of that dynamic, in the utterance of things that transcend profoundest human thought, and in the doing of things that surpass the utmost human skill. ‘Behold I and the children whom the Lord hath given me, are for signs md for wonders.’ ”
The question now arises, Did Jesus leave His disciples to flounder around about Him and His teachings? I say, No. Jesus promised them His Holy Spirit. He told them to tarry, and they tarried, and on the day of Pentecost He sent them the Promise of the Father. He endued them with power. Now either the Spirit of God guides people into the blessed truth or He doesn't. I know He does. Without the Holy Spirit of Promise you cannot know God’s deeper truths. You cannot properly visualize all the truth God would have you know for these last days. To be filled with the Holy Spirit is not an arbitrary matter. Without the Gift of the Holy Spirit, your Bible is like so much straw, as regards the end time. With the Holy Spirit in power within you, the straw takes on strength as the cement of the Holy Spirit congeals it together into a firm rock of Spiritual truth.



Chapter 6, Glossolalia In The Apostolic Church
All evangelical Christian bodies will agree that the Bible is the touchstone to which all questions of doctrine must be brought, having presented the Glossolalia phenomenon as it has appeared among the Cevenal Prophets, the Camiards, the Irvingites, and the Pentecostal people of to-lay, and discussed briefly its two main tenets, the Promise of the Father and the Gifts of the Spirit, we low come to a critical comparison of these modern ratbursts of the phenomenon with Scripture. Does he phenomenon, as it has occurred in the last few centuries and as it occurs today stand the test of the scriptures? We believe it does. In doing this we again want to as much as possible present the testimony of others rather than our own. In this case it is the Word of God that we offer as a witness to the similarity of the phenomenon in its pages to that of the phenomenon of recent history. Since this thesis is based upon the historical point of view, we also offer he views of noted historians concerning the Scriptures.



1. The Promise Of The Father In The Apostolic Church.
There is no other teaching in the Word of God hat is as positive as that of the New Birth. “Except a man be born again he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” "Ye must be born again.” In the New Testament individuals hear the message of salvation, become convicted of sin, believe by faith, and are instantly saved. It is not a continuous process as some would have us believe. It is a miraculous transaction that occurs in a moment of time brought about by the power of the Holy Spirit working in the human heart. Salvation is an experience.
The coming of the Promise of the Father is also an experience. And in all the Bible there is not a word to lead us to believe that it is the same experience as conversion. It may come so close to the conversion experience that it might be hard to tell just where one began and the other ended, but it is another experience.
The disciples were saved before Pentecost, the Samaritans were saved before Peter and John came down and prayed that they might receive the Holy Spirit. Paul was saved before Ananias laid his hands upon him that be might receive the Holy Spirit. The Ephesians were saved before they received the Holy Spirit. They were baptized in water before the Spirit came upon them. Cornelius and his relatives and friends believed and then immediately were baptized with the Holy Spirit. This last we admit rests upon speculation, but it is speculation which has every other reference to the same teaching in its favor. Paul’s question to the Ephesians is most interesting, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?” (R.V.) There is only one implication that can be drawn here. It matters not whether they were saved at the moment or not. The implication of Paul is that it was possible to be a believer and not to have received the Holy Spirit.
In reference to the Promise of the Father we offer the following Biblical evidence:
1. The Holy Spirit Promised In The Old Testament.


And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall • dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit Joel 2:28,29.
2. The Holy Spirit Promised In The New Testament.


I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. Matt. 3:11.


I indeed have baptized you with water; but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. Mark 1:8.


John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire. Luke 3:16.


And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. Luke 24:49.


And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.


And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.


And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. John 1:31-33.


And being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.


For John truly baptized with water: but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence.


When they therefore were come together, they asked of Him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?


And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.


But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth. Acts 1:4-8.


But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel:


And it shall come to pass in the last days saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:


And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. Acts 2:18-20.


Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?


Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


For the promise is unto you, and to your children and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Acts 2:37-39.


The terms used in these scriptures which are identical to the experience which we are concerned with here are:
The Spirit poured out on all flesh


Baptized with the Holy Ghost, and with fire


Baptized with the Holy Ghost


The promise of the Father


Endued with power from on high


He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost


Ye shall receive power


After the Holy Ghost is come upon you


The gift of the Holy Ghost


The promise


They all refer to a single experience which occurred on a single date in history. The day is known to Christendom as “the Day of Pentecost.” Did this experience ever happen again in the case of single individuals or groups who had never had the experience before? The evidence shows that it did. We have referred to some of these cases previously. Now we offer them as they appear in the Bible.
1. The Case of The Samaritans.


Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John.


Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:


(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them; only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)


Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.


And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money.


Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. Acts 8:14-19.


2. The Case of Paul.


And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house and putting his hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. Acts 9:17.
3. The Case of Cornelius, His Kinsman, And His Near Friends.


While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.


And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost:


For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,


Can any man forbid water, -that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?


And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. Acts 10:44-48.


And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.


Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.


Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, what was I, that I should withstand God? Acts 11:1S-17.


And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.


And God, which knoweth the hearts bare them witness giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us. Acts 15:7, 8.


4. The Case of The Ephesian Disciples.


And it came to pass, that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts, came to Ephesus; and finding certain disciples,


He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.


And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism.


Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.


When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.


And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.


And all the men were about twelve. Acts 19:1-7.


In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,


Which is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. Eph. 1:13,14.


Now the question before us is that if the experience happened a number of times after the Day of Pentecost, when did it cease to happen? Or has it ceased to happen? The Pentecostal people of today are claiming that it is happening today in their very midst over and over again. Their testimony in Chapters II and III prove this.


Now note verses 37-39 in Acts 2 again;


Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?


Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Acts 2:37-39.


These verses outlined are as follows:
Verse 37
1. Crucifixion message heard


2. Conviction of sin


3. Desire to be saved


Verse 38
1. Call to repentance


2. Call to water baptism


3. Promise of receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit


Verse 39
1. The Promise is unto you—all the disciples of Christ of that day. •


2. The Promise is unto your children—the next generation of Jews.


3. The Promise is unto all that are afar off— the Gentiles.


4. The Promise is unto even as many as the Lord our God shall call—all the believers from Peter’s time down to the believers of today.


Unless we are to grossly violate the text, the Promise of the Father, an experience subsequent to conversion, is for you and me of today.



2. The Evidence of The Promise Of The Father.
Let us examine again the evidence of the cases where individuals or groups of individuals received the Holy Spirit. Are the Pentecostal people correct in saying that the Bible teaches that an initial Glossolalia phenomenon in some form or other is the proof that one has received the Promise?
On the "Day of Pentecost” we know that "they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,” and began to manifest the Glossolalia phenomenon. In the case of Cornelius and those in his household the evidence is again that they showed the same phenomenon. Peter states in the eleventh Chapter of Acts to the Church at Jerusalem that it was the "like gift” that made him sure that they had received the Holy Spirit and that Gentiles were to be saved.
The case of the Ephesian disciples gives the same evidence of the phenomenon. But when we come to that of the Samaritans and Paul (the reference to Timothy need not be discussed as it is plain it is but a small reference merely to the fact of his experience), we have a difference in the experience as far as the text is concerned. There is no mention of an initial speaking in tongues in these two cases. However, Acts 8:18 and 19 in reference to the Samaritan disciples is worth noting.
And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,


Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.


Now note “when Simon saw” and "give me this power." When it is remembered that Simon was a sorcerer and that his main aim in life was to do wonderful things in front of people and to startle them, is it too much to assume that there was some sort of supernatural manifestation displayed in the Samaritan disciples that caused Simon to desire "this power”? We reply that it is not.
Now when we come to Paul we have his own statement:
I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than you all.


Is it too much to suppose that the arch apostle Paul gave forth some sort of Glossolalia manifestation at the time he received the Holy Spirit? We believe not.
Taking all these cases together it would appear then that the Samaritans alone show no record of a Glossolalia manifestation.
The ratio is then four to one in which individuals either spoke in tongues at the initial infilling of the Holy Spirit or were known to speak afterwards. At the same time it is possible and highly probable that the Samaritans also displayed the phenomenon at the time of their reception of the Holy Spirit. Therefore we feel justified in assuming that each individual who received the Holy Spirit in Apostolic times displayed some sort of supernatural Glossolalia phenomenon.



3. The Gifts of The Holy Spirit In The Apostolic Church.
There are two almost completely neglected chapters in the New Testament as far as traditional Christianity is concerned—the twelfth and the fourteenth chapters of First Corinthians. In trying to explain these chapters there are more far-fetched ideas than concerning all other Scripture put together. This hodgepodge of ecclesiastical theology is based upon two main weaknesses:
(1) a lack of proper exegesis of the particular Scripture in question, and
(2) a very gross lack of knowledge of the facts of history.
We present a brief exegesis of the Scripture concerned.
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.


Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.


Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.


Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.


And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.


And there are diversities of operations: but it is the same God which worketh all in all.


But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.


For to one is given, by the Spirit, the word of wisdom ; to another the word of knowledge, by the same Spirit;


To another faith, by the same Spirit; to another the, gifts of healing by the same Spirit;


To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues;


But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 1 Cor. 12:1-11.


Paul would not have the people of Corinth ignorant of spiritual gifts. He thought it important enough to spend at least two chapters explaining their need and proper use. There are nine distinct gifts mentioned here:
(1) The word of wisdom,


(2) the word of knowledge,


(3) faith,


(4) the gifts of healing,


(5) the working of miracles,


(6) prophecy,


(7) discerning of spirits,


(8) divers kinds of tongues,


(9) the interpretation of tongues.


These gifts are all supernatural. Note verse seven of chapter twelve,
“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”


The word “manifestation” is important. It means something that can be seen, something visible that is apparent to the naked eye. These nine gifts where they occur can be definitely seen by all present. There can be no mistake as to the fact of their happening. In other words, when these gifts were manifested it could never be a question whether they had or had not occurred.
Are these verses the only verses in which the word gifts is used in this regard? We think not. Note a few verses over in the fourth chapter of Ephesians.
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,


With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;


Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.


There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;


One Lord, one faith, one baptism,


One God, and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.


But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.


Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men, Eph. 4:1-8.


This is a section on living the proper Christian life and keeping the unity of the Holy Spirit. The “gift of Christ" in the seventh verse refers to the Promise of the Father. We are all given grace according to this gift of Christ. The gifts came with and after the receiving of the Holy Spirit in proper sequence.
There is also this verse in Hebrews:
God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will. Heb. 2:4.


Here the gifts of the Holy Spirit are definitely related to signs, wonders, and miracles.
We now arrive at the conclusion that these gifts are all supernatural. Even in the cases of the “word of wisdom" and the “word of knowledge.” These two gifts are over and above all ordinary or exceptional wisdom and knowledge of man. They are wisdom and knowledge supernaturally revealed.
Continuing from the twelfth verse of the twelfth chapter of-1 Corinthians on to the thirty-first, we see the necessity of these supernatural gifts in the body, the church.
In this section the different gifts of the Spirit are illustrated by comparing them with such functions of the natural body as seeing, hearing, smelling. Some gifts are naturally less desirable to some people and more desirable to others, but all have their place. The gifts, such as prophecy, speaking in tongues, and interpretation of tongues may be unwanted by some; but nevertheless they have their place in the body, the local church, and at times have a very important place to fill.
Having given distinct supernatural gifts to the church the Holy Spirit has given direction through Paul as to the proper use of them. In the fourteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians the use of the gifts of the Spirit, the gift of prophecy, the gift of speaking in an unknown tongue, and the gift of interpreting the unknown tongue, is explained.
This chapter begins with three requests of the Apostle:
(1) follow after love,


(2) desire spiritual gifts, and


(3) desire mainly that you may prophesy.


That love is the most important request here, none of us will deny. But let us not absolutely cast aside the other two requests. We are to desire the spiritual supernatural gifts referred to in chapter twelve. And we are especially to desire to prophesy.
Prophesying is not preaching. Neither is it exceptionally inspired preaching. But it is supernatural utterance in the vernacular that we are to desire.
The second verse defines "speaking in an unknown tongue.” The individual is not speaking to men, but to God. Man cannot understand him. He speaks by the power of the Holy Spirit directly to God. This has the purpose of spiritual edification for himself, but is no help to others. Paul urges the brethren to prophesy rather than to speak in an unknown tongue. There is, however, one exception. If he also makes use of the gift of interpretation then he allows for the use of tongue speaking. The two gifts together are on an equality with the gift of prophecy.
Paul is very careful to explain how these three gifts are to be used in the church. There are to be only three messages at the most. When a message comes in an unknown tongue it must be interpreted or discontinued. The very words of Paul, "Let all things be done decently and in order,” refer to the cunning of a church meeting where the supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit are prevalent, and not of the solemn ritualistic services with which traditional Christianity is so familiar. From the words of Paul it would appear that it is possible to have a full Pentecostal meeting without the disorders of which one frequently hears.
The main purpose of these supernatural manifestations is that the church may be edified and that directly from heaven. What a glorious thing the early church was.
Briefly let us examine other Scripture related to these supernatural phenomena, which bring out their continued use in the church of that day.
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.


For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.


And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.


And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:


That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.


Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:


But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory.


Which none of the princes of this world knew; for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.


But, as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.


But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.


For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.


Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.


Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.


But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.


But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.


For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.


1 Corinthians 2.


He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Gal. 3:5.


Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching therunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints. Eph. 6;18.


Quench not the Spirit. 1 Thess. 5:19.


Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart From the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils. 1 Tim. 4 :1.


It can be seen by these scriptures that the supernatural element in the Apostolic Church was without question the leading feature.



4. The Interpretation of '‘Glossolalia ‘ According To Historians.
That supernatural gifts were distinctive in the Apostolic Church is an attested fact. There cannot be any debate on this question. The evidence is too overwhelming.
a. Coneybeare and Howson, p. 350:
The feature which most immediately forces itself upon our notice as distinctive of the Church in the apostolic age is its possession of supernatural gifts.


... This fact gives a more remarkable and impressive character to the frequent mention of them in the writings of the apostles, where the exercise of such gifts is spoken of as a matter of ordinary occurrence.


b. The Early Years of Christianity by E. de Pressensi, D.D., Vol. I, The Apostolic Age, Book II, Chapter V, par. 2:
At this period organized forms are perpetually broken through by miraculous manifestations, as the banks of a brimming river are overflowed by its swelling, rushing tide.


The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Edward Gibbon, Vol. I, Chapter XV:
The societies which were instituted in the cities of the Roman Empire were united only by the ties of faith and charity. Independence and equality formed the basis of their internal constitution. The want of discipline and human learning was supplied by the occasional assistance of the prophets, who were called to that function without distinction of age, of sex, or of natural abilities, and who, as often as they felt the divine impulse, poured forth the effusions of the Spirit in the assembly of the faithful.


1. The Gift of Tongues.


a. History of the Christian Church, Schaff, Vol. I, pp. 438-439:
The gift of tongues, or of an utterance proceeding from a state of unconscious ecstasy in the speaker, and unintelligible to the hearer unless interpreted—thus differing from prophecy, which requires a self-conscious though highly elevated state of feeling, serves directly to profit the congregation, and is therefore preferred by Paul. The speaking in tongues is an involuntary psalm—like prayer or song, uttered from a spiritual trance, and in a peculiar language inspired by the Holy Spirit. The soul is almost entirely passive, an instrument on which the Spirit plays his heavenly melodies. This gift has, properly, nothing to do with the spread of the church among foreign peoples and in foreign languages, but is purely an act of worship, for the edification primarily of the speaker himself, and directly, through interpretation, for the hearers. It appeared, first, indeed, on the day of Pentecost, but before Peter’s address to the people, which was the proper mission-sermon; and we meet it afterwards in the house of Cornelius and in the Corinthian congregation, as a means of edification for believers, and not, at least not directly, for unbelieving hearers, although it seemed to them as a significant sign, arresting their attention to the supernatural power in the church.


b. The Early Years of Christianity, by E. de Pressensi, D.D., Vol. I, pp. 340-341:
The gift which is most distinctly miraculous is the gift of tongues. It assumed a modified form in this second period of the Apostolic Age. Those who spoke in strange languages at Pentecost were understood by their hearers. This was no longer the case in the time of St. Paul. The gift of tongues seems to have been at that period an inarticulate language, a mysterious psalmody, the strange manifestation of the state of ecstasy, in which thought, lost in the ineffable, submerged, as it were, beneath a flood of divine influence, became unutterable. Such is the impression given by Paul’s description of the gift of tongues. . . . Abandoning themselves without restraint to religious ecstasy, some Christians might reach a state of ever-cumulating excitement, and take pleasure in a psychological condition not free from peril, and leading to an extravagant use of the gift of tongues which had no useful purpose in the edification of the Church. St Paul, therefore, urges that it be restrained within due limits. He desires that it be not indulged in, unless there be present in the assembly brethren capable of interpreting the unknown tongues.”


2. The Gift Of Interpretation of Tongues.


a. History of the Christian Church, Schaff, Vol. I, p. 439:
The gift of interpretation is the supplement of the Glossolalia, and makes that gift profitable to the congregation by translating the prayers and songs from the language of the spirit and of ecstasy into that of understanding and of sober self-consciousness. The preponderance of reflection here puts this gift as properly in the first class as in the second.


b. The Early Years of Christianity, E. de Pressensi, D.D., Vol. I, p. 341:
This gift of interpretation was one of the manifestations of the gift of prophecy, which was also of a miraculous character, although it did not reduce the recipient to a state of entire passivity, as did the gift of tongues.


3. The Gift of Prophecy


a. History of the Christian Church, Schaff, Vol. I, pp. 437, 438:
The gift of prophecy, akin to the two preceding, but addressed rather to pious feeling than to speculative reflection, and employing commonly the language of higher inspiration, rather than that of logical exposition and demonstration. It is by no means confined to the prediction of future events, but consists in disclosing the hidden counsel of God, the deeper sense of the Scriptures, the secret state of the heart, the abyss of sin, and the glory of redeeming grace.


b. The Origins of Christianity, Charles Bigg:
Nevertheless Hermas has great historical significance. He claims to be a prophet, and he will show us, therefore, what a prophet was. Again, the contents of his prophecy will set before us the thought that was in the mind of the Roman Church in his time, all the better because he was not by any means a man of original mind.


What, then, was the Prophet?
“In the first place," says Hermas, “he that hath the Spirit which is from above, is gentle and tranquil and humble-minded, and abstaineth from all wickedness and vain desire of this present world, and holdeth himself inferior to all men, and giveth no answer to any man when inquired of, nor speaketh in solitude (for neither doth the Holy Spirit speak when a man wisheth him to speak); but the man speaketh then when God wisheth him to speak. When, then, the man who hath the divine Spirit cometh into an assembly of righteous men who have faith in a divine Spirit, and intercession is made to God by the gathering of those men, then the angel of the prophetic spirit who is attached to him filleth the man, and the man, being filled with the Holy Spirit, speaketh to the multitude according as the Lord willeth.”


c. The Early Years of Christianity, E. de Pressensi, D.D., Vol. I, p. 341:
The prophet was the organ of divine inspiration; now he declared events in the future (Acts 11:28), now he made manifest the secrets of the heart (1 Cor. 14:25), and appointed brethren to their office in the church (1 Tim. 4:14); again, he taught with a degree of power and efficiency which attested the special cooperation of the divine Spirit. The language of the prophet was not calm, connected, flowing, like the language of reflection. It did not bear the trace of meditation, or seem the labored effort of thought. It was impetuous and abrupt. These prophetic revelations were not to be received absolutely and without reason; St. Paul desires that they be tested by the church, for it was possible for suggestions of the natural man to be confounded with those of the Spirit.


The comments of these historians on the gift of tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy should dispel all speculation as to definitions. The apostles did not go forth preaching by means of these manifestations but in the languages they had learned. These manifestations were reserved for the meetings of the church and for special times of prayer.



5. Interpretation Of Glossolalia According To Present Pentecostal Theology and Exegesis.
Harold Horton, an English Pentecostal, has written the finest piece of work on the Glossolalia teaching that the writer believes has ever been written. The definitions following are his, and the purposes of each gift.



1. Speaking With Tongues
a. What it is:
It is supernatural utterance by the Holy Spirit in languages never learned by the speaker—not understood by the mind of the speaker—nearly always not understood by the hearer. It has nothing whatever to do with linguistic ability, nor with the mind or intellect of man. It is a manifestation of the mind of the Spirit of God employing human speech organs.
b. Its Purpose:
(1) The Scriptural evidence of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:4; 10:46; 19:6.


(2) That men may speak supernaturally to God. 1 Cor. 14:2.


(3) That believers may magnify God. Acts 10:46.


(4) That we may edify ourselves. 1 Cor. 14:4, 15, 18.


(5) That our spirits as distinct from our understanding may pray. 1 Cor. 14: 14;Eph. 6:18.


(6) That with the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues the Church may be edified. 1 Cor. 14:12, 13, 15, 26.


(7) A sign to them that believe not.


(8) For our profit. 1 Cor 12:7; Acts 2:4.‘





2. Interpretation of Tongues
a. What it is:
Interpretation of Tongues is the supernatural showing forth by the Spirit of the meaning of an utterance in other languages. This interpretation is not an operation of the mind of the interpreter but the mind of the Spirit of God. The interpreter never understands the tongue he is interpreting, and it is no part of his task to provide equivalent terms in his own tongue for the supernatural words spoken. They are unknown words—so much so that they are quite indistinguishable in the phrases of which they form part. The interpretation is just as much a miracle as the original utterance in tongues. Both are utterances equally direct from the mind of the Spirit of God.
b. Its purpose:
(1) To render the gift of tongues intelligible.


(2) It can make clear to the understanding of the possessor what has already been an edification of his spirit in other tongues.





3. Prophecy
a. What it is:
Prophecy in its simplest form is divinely inspired and anointed utterance. It is entirely supernatural. As speaking with Tongues is supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue, so Prophecy is supernatural utterance in a known tongue. It is a manifestation of the Spirit of God, and not of the human mind. 1 Cor. 12:7. It has no more to do with human powers of thought and reasoning than walking on water has to do with human powers of equilibrium. It is a miracle. It is an act straight from heaven, just as giving sight to blind eyes by a touch of human hands is an act from heaven.
Its purpose:
(1) To speak to men- supernaturally. 1 Cor. 14:3.


(2) To edify the Church. 1 Cor. 14:4.


(3) To exhort the Church. 1 Cor. 14:3.


(4) To comfort the Church. 1 Cor. 14: 3, 31.


(5) That believers may learn. 1 Cor. 14:31.


(6) To convict the unbeliever and make manifest the secrets of his heart. 1 Cor. 14:24, 25.





Chapter 7, Glossolalia In The Patristic Period
That there was a continuance of the Glossolalia Gifts in the early church after Apostolic times seems certain. Schaff, in volume I, pp. 236-237 of his church history, says:
We do not know how long the glossolalia, as thus described by Paul (1 Corinthians 12 and 14), continued. It passed away gradually with the other extraordinary or strictly supernatural gifts of the apostolic age. It is not mentioned in the Pastoral, nor in the Catholic Epistles. We have but a few allusions to it at the close of the second century. Irenaeus (Adv. Haer. 50. V c. 6, par. 1) speaks of “many brethren” whom he heard in the church having the gift of prophecy and of speaking in “diverse tongues,” bringing the hidden things of men to light and expounding the mysteries of God. It is not clear whether the term “diverse” refers to speech in foreign languages, or in diversities of tongues altogether peculiar, like those meant by Paul. The latter is more probable. Irenaeus himself had' to learn the language of Gaul. Tertullian (Adv. Marc. V. 8; comp. De Anima, c. 9) obscurely speaks of the spiritual gifts, including the gift of tongues, as being still manifest among the Montanists to whom he belonged. At the time of Chrysostom it had entirely disappeared; at least he accounts for the obscurity of the gift from our ignorance of the fact From that time on the glossolalia was usually misunderstood as a miraculous and permanent gift of foreign languages for missionary purpose. But the whole history of missions furnishes no clear example of such a gift for such a purpose.





1. The Early Church Fathers In Regard To Prophets And Prophecy.
Clement of Alexandria, one of the most famous teachers of the Christian Church in the second century and beginning of the third, writes of a “full outpouring of the Holy Spirit" being upon all the brethren that he is addressing.
Thus a profound and abundant peace was given to you all, and ye had an insatiable desire for doing good, while a full outpouring of the Holy Spirit was upon you all.—First Epistle of Clement, c. 2, p. 8.


He also refers to bishops and deacons being appointed in Apostolic times by the proving of them by the Spirit. This is a reference to a supernatural use of certain of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Having therefore received their orders, and being fully assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and established in the word of God, with full assurance of the Holy Ghost, they went forth proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand. And thus preaching through countries and cities, they appointed the first fruits, having first proved them by the Spirit, to the bishops and deacons of those who should afterward believe.—First Epistle of Clement, c. 42, p. 37.


Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, who was the pupil of Polycarp, who was in turn the disciple of the apostle John, and who was born between A.D. 120 and 140, and died 202, gives us one of the most direct statements on the Glossolalia phenomenon of this period. He writes:
For this reason does the Apostle declare, “We speak wisdom among them that are perfect” (1 Cor. 2:6), terming those persons “perfect” who have received the Spirit of God, and who through the Spirit of God do speak in all languages, as he used himself also to speak. In like manner we do also hear many brethren in the church, who possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the mysteries of God.—Irenaeus, Book V-VI.


Irenaeus here refers to a section of Scripture that has already been referred to in this thesis as definitely pertaining to the Glossolalia phenomenon. He speaks of Paul's terming Christians “perfect” or “mature” who have received the Holy Spirit and manifest the Glossolalia phenomenon. Not only does Irenaeus make this statement in reference to the Promise of the Father and to the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Paul’s day, but he immediately comes down to his own day (near the close of the second century) and tells us that many brethren in the church in the same manner possess the Glossolalia phenomenon.
There can be no question but that the Glossolalia phenomenon was in existence for at least 100 years after the death of the last Apostle. It can also be seen that as the church became more and more worldly and ritualistic the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit working in her midst became less and less.
There is on record a reference to an ancient prophet who was born in Athens and is supposed to have lived back in the time of the Apostles. Willian Cave in his Lives of the Most Eminent Fathers of the Church writes:
That he was endued with a spirit of prophecy, of speaking suddenly upon great and emergent occasions, in interpreting obscure and difficult scriptures, but especially of foretelling future events, we have the express testimonies of Eusebius, affirming him to have lived at the same time as Philip’s virgin daughters, and to have had the gift of prophecy; and of another author, much ancienter than he, who confuting the error of the Cataphryes, reckons him among the prophets who flourished under the economy of the gospel. . . . The Greeks in their Menaeon not improbably say of him, that he was furnished with a power of working miracles, and that by his prayers he ruined the idolatrous temples of the heathens, whereby he mightily confounded the infidels, and brought in great numbers to the faith,


Charles Bigg in his Origins of Christianity speaks of the names of four men who were prophets and definitely exercised the Glossolalia phenomenon. He names Ammia of Philadelphia, Quadratus, Ignatius, and Polycarp.
In the Dictionary of the Apostolic Church, Volume II, p. 524, A. E. Bum writes concerning ‘‘Spiritual Songs”:
Spiritual Songs.—Spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16) cannot be distinguished as such from Hymns and Psalms. But the meaning of the epithet ‘spiritual’ deserves attention. St. Paul contrasts truly religious thoughts and words inspired by the Holy Spirit with the effusions of drunkards or the odes of heathen poets composed in ecstasy.


There are three more interesting quotations that go to prove without a shadow of a doubt that supernatural manifestations lasted into the Patristic age.
For the prophetical gifts remain with us, even to the present time. And hence you ought to understand that (the Gifts) formerly among your nation have been transferred to us.—Justin, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1, p. 240.


For Apostles have the Holy Spirit properly, who have Him fully, in the operations of prophecy, and the efficacy of (healing) virtues, and the evidences of tongues; not partially as all others have.—Tertullian, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. IV, p. 52.


This is He who places prophets in the church, gives powers and healings, does wonderful works, offers discriminations of spirits, affords powers of government, suggests counsels, and orders and arranges whatever other gifts there are of Charismata; and thus make the Lord’s church everywhere, and in all, perfected and completed.—Origen, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. IV, p. 254.





2. The Early Church Fathers In Regard To The Promise Of The Father.
There is a book, which is little known, written by an Evangelist named J. Gilchrist Lawson, entitled Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians. The early part of this work traces the reception of the Holy Spirit as a very definite experience after conversion through the early centuries of the Christian Church. Lawson says of the Promise of the Father, “The early Christian writers, both the Greek and Roman Fathers of the church, testify to the fact that in the second century and later, it was customary to pray for Christians to be filled with the Spirit, just as they were prayed for in Bible times.”
The order of receiving members into the Christian Church throughout its early centuries was:
(1) Conversion,


(2) Water Baptism, and


(3) Receiving the Holy Spirit.


Each was a distinct experience. In some cases where a trial of a year or two was enforced before the new convert was baptized and came into the church, he did not of course have hands laid upon him to receive the Holy Spirit until long after he was converted.
Now it is not to be supposed that the Holy Spirit always came upon an individual when' hands were laid upon him for that purpose. At first nearly all received the blessing. Then gradually some didn’t, until eventually as time went on very few if any knew what the genuine experience of receiving the Holy Spirit was.
The important fact is not whether or not each individual really did receive the Holy Spirit when bands were laid upon him, but that the laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy Spirit after conversion was practiced. This practice denotes an experience once genuine and related directly to the Pentecostal experience of the Apostles. The true experience depending upon the yieldedness of the believer, brought forth some form of the Glossolalia experience.



3. Quotations of Early Church Fathers
After baptism the hand is imposed, by blessing, calling and inviting the Holy Spirit; then that most Holy Spirit willingly descends from the Father upon the bodies that are cleansed and blessed.—Tertullian, Baptism, Chapter VIII.


In baptism we do not receive the Holy Ghost, but being cleansed by baptismal water, we are disposed for the Holy Spirit under the hand of the minister.— Tertullian, Baptism, Chapter VIII.


All faithful people ought to receive the Holy Spirit by imposition of the bishop’s hands after baptism.— Urban I (writing A.D. 225) Binius’ General Councils, Tome I., p. 293.


For the Holy Spirit is not only given by the laying on of hands amid the testimony of temporal, sensible miracles, as He was given in former days to be the credentials of a rudimentary faith, and for the extension of the first beginnings of the church. For who expects in these days that those on whom hands are laid that they may receive the Holy Spirit should forthwith begin to speak with tongues?—On Baptism, against Donatists, p. 443, Augustine, Vol. IV.


Note.—In connection with the imposition of hands we cannot close this thesis without a reference to two great Baptist Confessions of Faith: The “Orthodox Creed," of 1678, and the famous Philadelpia Confession of Faith of 1742.
From the "Orthodox Creed,” of 1678, an English Baptist Confession of Faith, we quote:
“Article XXXII “Of Prayer, With Laying on of Hands “Prayer, with imposition of hands by the bishop, or elder, on baptized believers, as such, for the reception of the holy promised Spirit of Christ, we believe is a principle of Christ’s doctrine, and ought to be practiced and submitted to by every baptized believer in, order to receive the promised Spirit of the Father and Son.“
From the Philadelphia Confession of Faith adopted by the Baptist Association which met in Philadelphia on Sept. 25, 1742, we quote:
“Chapter XXXI “Of Laying on of Hands “We believe that (Heb. 5:12 and 6:1-2; Acts 8:17, 18 and 19:6) laying on of hands (with prayer) upon baptized believers, as such, is an ordinance of Christ, and ought to be submitted unto by all such Persons that are admitted to partake of the Lord's Supper; and that the end of this ordinance is not for the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, but for (Eph. 1:13, 14) a further reception of the Holy Spirit of promise, or for the addition of the graces of the Spirit, and the influences thereof; to confirm, strengthen, and comfort them in Christ Jesus; it being ratified and, established by the (Acts 8 and 19:6) extraordinary gifts of the Spirit in the primitive times, to abide in the church, as meeting together on the first day of the week was (Acts 2:1), that being the day of worship or Christian Sabbath, under the gospel; and as preaching the word was (Acts 10:44) and as Baptism was (Matt. 3:16), and prayer was (Acts 4:31), and singing Psalms, etc. was (Acts 16:25, 26), so this of laying on of hands was (Acts 8, etc., b. 19), for, as the whole gospel was confirmed by (Heb. 2:3, 4), signs and wonders, and divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost in general, so was every ordinance in like manner confirmed in particular.”



Chapter 8, Findings
The burden of this book has been to present actual facts concerning the Glossolalia phenomenon. We have related the history of the phenomenon as it appeared among the Cevenal Prophets, Camisards, Irvingites, and Pentecostalists. We have given our own personal experience concerning direct contact with the movement. We have presented the phenomenon as it appears in Scripture. We have shown the attitude of certain historians. We have quoted the church Fathers. We have discussed certain related questions to the movement and drawn certain conclusions. Now, we present an outline of the sum of our conclusions drawn from the facts presented in the previous chapters.



1. The Modern “Glossolalia” Movement.
A. The Testimonies of the Cevenal prophets, Camisards, Irvingites, and Pentecostalists as the historians write and as they themselves write have much in common. In fact they are very close as to factual material. They all seem to be writing of the same or a related experience.


B. The Cevenal prophets and Camisards were a pious religious people who did harm to nobody as far as the record reveals.


C. The Irvingites were sincere but made many mistakes in their interpretations of the prophets. This was due to a lack of following the rules for the control of the prophets found in 1 Corinthians 14. As a whole they were a good moral people, but were misled by their leaders.


D. The Pentecostal people of today present the best picture of Glossolalia. They are worldwide, pious, moral, and have an evangelistic spirit that cannot be denied. They also have so developed their "Pentecostal Theology” that there is a marvelous control of the Supernatural among them, which appears to be in absolute conformity to 1 Corinthians 12, 13, and 14.


E. There are some groups who seemingly get into great excesses of the flesh. It might be said that there are three classes of Pentecostal groupings. (1) The orderly group which does everything "decently and in order.” (2) An off-shoot of this orderly group that because of allowing sin to creep in between them and God have lost their supernatural power—hence there is a lack of supernatural manifestations among them. Because of this lack there is a tendency to work up in the flesh what their spiritual brethren have in the Spirit.


(3) A group that is all flesh and always has been all flesh. They are the reproachful group.


F. Demon Possession can be a cause for a supernatural utterance. This is usually found in single individuals rather than in whole groups.





2. The Promise of The Father.
A. A dynamic spiritual experience in which Christ becomes exceedingly real can be attested to by many individuals who are not connected with any of the Pentecostal movements. It is quite evident that the Wesleys, George Fox, George Whitefield, Charles G. Finney, and D. L. Moody all had an experience beyond regeneration which completely revolutionized their lives. There can be little doubt that many ordinary God-fearing folk who were called by the Lord to live ordinary hum-drum lives have also had a remarkable experience with the living God after conversion.


B. There can be found no Pentecostal teachings in the writings of the great body of Pentecostal believers which states the second experience as an end in itself. On the contrary it is always stated that it is but the beginning of a rich, full life lived for Jesus Christ.


C. Pentecostal theology does not deny that a non-Pentecostal has the Holy Spirit. It teaches that all have the Holy Spirit within their hearts from conversion on, and that there is an over and above outpouring for powerful service.


D. There appears to be more toleration and love for non-Pentecostals in the ranks of true Christendom by Pentecostals than is shown by traditional Christians toward them.


E. There are in the book of Acts definite occasions of receiving a definite experience of receiving the Holy Spirit beyond conversion.


F. The testimony of good, honest Pentecostal folk is that anyone who seeks and continues to seek for a deeper experience with God eventually obtains it. All of them also give forth the evidence of supernatural Glossolalia utterance.





3. The Gifts of The Spirit.
A. It is certainly true that traditional Christianity finds itself in a confused state today. There are all sorts of opinions as to what should be done and as to what is needed. In the Pentecostal groups we do have many marvelous miracles that can be absolutely proved if people will be open-minded enough to honestly look into them.


B. Pentecostal people admit they have an abundance of the minor gifts, which are the Glossolalia gifts, and not enough of the other gifts which are more important.


C. It should be remembered that every one of these nine gifts is supernatural.





4. Glossolalia In The New Testament.
A. The terms for tongues in the New Testament are, “new tongues” (Mark 16:17) ; “other tongues” (Acts 2:4); “kinds or diversities of tongues” (1 Cor. 12:21); “tongues” (1 Cor. 14:22); “tongues” (1 Cor. 14:2, 13, 19, 27).


B. All the above terms refer to the same phenomenon.


C. This phenomenon has several forms


1. A known world language not known by speaker





2. A language not known anywhere in the world





3. Inspired supernatural use of vernacular (prophecy)





4. Inspired supernatural interpretation of unknown languages.





D. The power of evil spirits to speak in "tongues" is an attested fact.


This makes the gift of discernment of spirits absolutely a necessity for Pentecostal people.


E. This phenomenon is a real thing in the Christian and ought not to be ignored and scoffed at by traditional Christianity. In fact, it ought to be deeply studied with an open mind.





5. “Glossolalia” In The Patristic Period.
A. The early Church Fathers spoke in "tongues.”


B. The gift of tongues, in fact all the gifts of the Spirit, existed after the time of the Apostles.


C. They existed for at least a hundred years after as a common thing.


D. The whole root idea of "Confirmation” lies in receiving the Holy Spirit as a second experience. The usual order was as follows: (1) conversion, (2) baptism, (3) receiving the Holy Spirit, (4) evidence of supernatural utterance, (5) one or more gifts of the Spirit, (6) many infillings.





6. Summary.
A. There is no reason to believe that the Christian Church today cannot have what it has had at any time in the past.


B. The world today is as pagan as it has ever been. Is there not a need for the same supernatural power of the Apostolic days? Why limit God or dictate as to how He should work in any given age? God can work today as He has in the past if the church will depend fully upon Him.


C. Individuals need the blessing of a deeper experience with God to help them sustain their Christian lives today as never before.


D. An individual or a group of individuals can have the Pentecostal blessing and live a life of power for God without getting into the fleshly extravagances prevalent among some Pentecostal people.


E. The Church should put its eyes upon Scriptural Truth rather than upon people who imperfectly put Scriptural Truth into action.


F. Man ought to seek the face of God for what God has for him regardless of what others think.


G. Revival has always borne many peculiar marks. These marks are not unlike certain marks found in the Book of Acts and in Paul’s Epistles. Why should not revival today have some of the same peculiar marks about it?





7. Main Criticism of The Movement Discussed.
In the introduction it was stated that the main criticisms of the Glossolalia movement followed three main arguments:
(1) The phenomenon is dispensationally impossible.


(2) The teaching of the phenomenon is based upon an improper exegesis of Scriptures.


(3) The adherents to the phenomenon stress an emotional experience which is not in conformity with a proper, orderly Christian experience.


Briefly let. us discuss these three criticisms.
1. The Phenomenon Dispensationally Impossible.


This is the view that the Holy Spirit fell at Pentecost once and for all, and that the subsequent outpourings upon the Samaritans, the household of Cornelius, and the Ephesians were special instances to prove to all that the experience was for everybody, Jew or Gentile alike. Each believer has the Holy Spirit within him, and all that is necessary for power in the Christian life is for the individual to be more yielded to the power that is already within. The adherents to this view also hold that as a general rule all supernatural manifestations and miracles ceased about the time of the close of the book of Acts. In other words, the Glossolalia phenomenon is not for today.
Now if the Glossolalia phenomenon is not for today, then what is this strange phenomenon that appeared among the Cevenal prophets, the Camisards, and the Irvingites? And what is the strange phenomenon that occurs today among the Pentecostal people? The actual facts of the case are that the experience of these different groups is identical with that of the people in the Apostolic churches. The phenomenon happens today. Dear, sweet, quiet Christian people who love God and live as though they love God do show forth all of the Pentecostal manifestations. This is the greatest evidence to the fact that the phenomenon exists today.
Do all Christians have the Holy Spirit? Yes, they do. If they didn’t they wouldn’t be Christians. But all Christians do not have the Holy Spirit with power. In Apostolic times all had power. The people I know who have real power have had an experience identical to Apostolic times. They have manifested the Glossolalia phenomenon. They have the real fullness of the Holy Spirit.
2. The Phenomenon Based Upon Improper Exegesis.


In Chapter VI, we briefly tried to present the Word of God on this very important question. There was a comparison made between the Bible, historians, and Pentecostal writings of today. We believe the phenomenon today in its best is based upon a very proper exegesis of Scripture.
3. The fallacy of an overemphasis on the emotions.


The coldness of the once evangelical churches of today and the deadness of many churches which are still evangelical is driving eager seeking individuals in two directions. Hearts are broken and heavy. There is the need for an emotional outlet. These individuals are either turning toward the more ritualistic churches or toward the fanatical emotional groups. There is a religious experience which is of God which can satisfy the soul. That experience is twofold:
(1) conversion, and


(2) the reception of the Holy Spirit.


These two experiences cannot help but touch the emotions. Properly taught and dispensed they can meet the emotional need of the soul and still not go into excesses either way.
The Pentecostal experience is not just an emotional experience. I have seen far more disturbances in Holiness Church groups and among like-minded people who do not believe in the Pentecostal phenomenon than I have among the Pentecostal churches.
The Christian ministry of today had better stress a genuine New Testament emotional experience in the way of religion if it desires to meet the need of people in this day. The experience that it ought to proclaim is one that is scriptural and can bear the test of time. This experience is the experience of regeneration plus the Pentecostal experience. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? If you did not, seek continually and determinedly the Giver of the Gift, the Lord Jesus Christ, until He fills you.
 



Conclusion: Supernatural Christianity An Absolute Necessity For Today
is hard to understand the tremendous error that the main body of the evangelical Christian churches are making in regard to their failure to recognize the very closely allied relationship of past revival movements and a modern much-needed spiritual awakening with the central core factor of this world-wide .modern Pentecostal movement which we have been discussing. It is truly a great paralyzing error on the part of Evangelical Christianity. This error comes from three causes: first, ignorance: second, indifference; and third, fear.
It is surprising to observe how grossly ignorant the great bulk of Bible-believing people are of the far-reaching movement itself. What information they do have for the most part is spurious. Very few have taken the time to study this modern religious movement which in so short a time has spread over the whole world. Many base their adverse criticism upon snap judgments made after an attendance at a single meeting, or based upon the life of some member of the group who in no way could be considered a true example. In this day of careful scientific study in every realm of life where all we think or do is put to every possible laboratory test and observation, why must this vital religious movement be passed over so lightly without any sort of investigation of its basic tenets?
It is not sufficient to examine only the outward forms of worship of these people without a very thorough investigation of its basic tenets. The general comment of outsiders is that they do not like the method the Pentecostals use to worship God, and therefore they will have none of their doctrine in any way. All attempts at a thorough examination of a central core factor which might be related to evangelical views in general or to well recognized movements of history are passed over without any consideration whatsoever.
The writer had occasion to sit at a ministers’ dinner alongside a well-known liberal and a well-known conservative. Both these men were pastors of a leading church of their respective denominations in a certain large city. They discussed the Pentecostal movement briefly in the hearing of the writer. These two intelligent ministers representing different theological views revealed an ignorance of the movement and its basic tenet which would have been in no wise the case had an intelligent investigation been made.
Traditional Christianity is ignorant of this truth and of the great Pentecostal revival because it has not taken the time from its denominational man-made programs and humanly developed theology to observe what is going on in the world of religion. In other words, she of her own accord has chosen to be blind concerning this very important spiritual awakening. She is not aware of what is going on, so naturally she has not investigated the matter.
To show her utter indifference, I quote from Chas. S. Braden in the Christian Century for Jan. 12, 1944:
"A glance at the religious census will reveal that membership in many of the ‘regular’ churches is almost at a standstill. In some of them it is diminishing. Between 1926 and 1936, the government figures show, that so-called ‘regular’ churches lost 2,000,000 members, or 8% of their total. But the Holiness and Pentecostal sects registered a phenomenal growth. Thus, one group of Pentecostal Assemblies increased 264.7 per cent, the Assemblies of God 208.7 per cent, the Church of the Nazarene 114.3 per cent, the Church of God 92.8 per cent, the Pentecostal Holiness Church 60 per cent. Why the contrast?”


In the face of this momentous statement, traditional Christianity makes no attempt to really find the true reason why these groups have had such a phenomenal growth. Chas. S. Braden reasons from an entirely natural viewpoint. His reasons are good as far as they go, but he has not so much as touched the basic tenet, the Promise of the Father. The whole of the traditional Church has utterly missed the necessity of the very Thing or Person, that makes the great difference. Either the church of Jesus Christ is a supernatural church or she is not. I believe she is a supernatural body, and should have all the earmarks of the Apostolic Age.
How God-fearing ministers can be so indifferent to the movement and its basic tenet is a mystery. The writer has talked to many of his own denomination as the matter came up in ordinary conversation and became deeply hurt at the absolute unconcern of those with whom he talked. The writer has received such answers as, “very interesting,” “Is that so?” Further than that they would not go. They were not interested. They might be praying constantly for a revival of religion in their own church and elsewhere, but certainly the Pentecostal movement and its basic tenet were as unrelated to the things for which they were praying as the east is to the west. They may minister weekly to a few of their faithful members, and at prayer meetings send numerous prayers to heaven that God graciously revive His work, but it never enters their minds to visit even one meeting of a Pentecostal Assembly though it were only a block away, where the people are flocking week after week, to see what it is that draws the people. No concern or interest is given to study the basic tenet in which these people are interested. This is not only indifference but smug complacency, which is most heart rending.
Lastly, there can be no question that people are greatly frightened by the supernatural. Do not misunderstand me. I am too, but thank God, I am more frightened by the consequences of a dead formalism, and a decaying orthodoxy than I am by the blessed supernatural Holy Spirit given to me by a God whose servant I am.
Now, the truth of the matter is that many Pentecostal people themselves are missing the most marvelous part of the privilege of their basic tenet. They have formulated their doctrine of the Holy Spirit, and have been satisfied with a little spiritual excitement having to do with tongues, but they have not realized the purpose of the Holy Spirit in direct connection with the Word of God. Check carefully the 14th, 15th and 16th chapters of the Gospel according to John. There we have spiritual discernment promised in connection with the word of God which few know anything about. Either the Holy Spirit guides into all truth or He does not. I believe He does. There are depths of truth in the Bible for those enlightened and led by the Spirit of God of which most of us have never so much as dreamed.
As the day of the coming of Jesus Christ draws near, the saint of God must have the Holy Spirit in power to literally lead and guide him into all truth. That which the Spirit wishes to reveal by means of the gifts of the Spirit which are dependent upon the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, to His dear children who have determined to be overcomers for Him, the mind of traditional Christendom and a good part of Pentecostal people have never dreamed. May we press toward the mark.
God said to Abraham before the great destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, "Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?” God on that day revealed unto Abraham what He was going to do in respect to those two cities. Down through Bible history God has spoken to His servants whenever He was about to do something tremendous. Today, as we approach the culmination of the age and the great translation of believers, do not think for one moment that God is not revealing Himself to a group of His dear people. For He is. Among the thousands upon thousands all over the world who have received the Gift of the Holy Spirit, God has a precious group within the main body to whom He will further reveal "that thing” which He is going to do.
Dear friend, seek God, be filled with the Spirit, and learn of God. If you will do this you will be in for some surprises, but oh, what surprises! Who knows what heavenly manna God has for you, if you will only yield to Him, receive the Promise of the Father with "like signs,” then live in the Spirit, go on with Him to be taught by the Spirit, the Spirit opening your understanding to behold what the Bible contains, "the wonderful things in Thy law.”
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Notes
[←1]
 ‘‘From 1938 to 1940 the Baptist denomination lost 5,000 members to the Pentecostal movement.”—“Missions,” April 1940, page 230. The Pentecostal movement has moved with sweeping power through the Baptist churches of Sweden as few religious movements in history. From June 5-12, 1939, there was a great European Pentecostal conference in Stockholm, Sweden. Fifteen thousand people gathered in a huge tent, the Filadelfia Church with four thousand seats, and a great auditorium. The “Gospel Call” for August 1939 states that a closing breaking-of-bread service at which eight thousand participated lasted four and a quarter hours. Delegates from twenty-one different European lands attended. Prince Bernadotte and the Princess of the Royal House of Sweden worshiped with them on Sunday. There was untrammeled Pentecostal liberty in all the gatherings. It is an interesting fact that Prince Bernadotte of Sweden, one of the finest Christian characters in all Europe, is allied with the movement and often speaks at meetings).



[←2]
 “The History and Doctrines of Irvingism,” Edward Miller, M.A., chapter IV, pp. 54, 55.



[←3]
 Miller, Edward, “The History and Doctrines of Irvingism,” chapter V, page 72.



[←4]
 “What Must I Do to be Saved?”



[←5]
 John 7:3S, 39: Eph. 1:13, 14; Heb. 6:2.



[←6]
 T. B. Barratt was the famed Norwegian Pentecostal pastor of Oslo. For his book. “In the Days of the Latter Rain” he won the King’s prize. Barratt is largely responsible for the work both in Norway and Sweden. In both countries he is recognized as a powerful man and servant of God.



[←7]
 Because Pentecost as a group have never known to a large degree the greater gifts of the Holy Spirit such as are listed above under (1) and (2) does not in any way take away from the possibilities! of the future demonstration of the Power of God displayed on earth in this age and before Christ’s coming.
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