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to Walt, Wheez, Butchie & Lil Pajamas
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Pardon me—
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May I ask you a question?
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If you are brimming like a ringing bell,
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if you are lonely like an empty plate,
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if you are dusty eyed,

if you are bright—




[image: image]



Can I sit with you?
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If you take a long car ride or find a different chair,
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if the day is strange and new
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I’ll be familiar, loyal, true.
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When you want a wide green field,
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when you want the orange light,
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when you need a deep blue dark—

Can I sit with you?
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Back and forth, to and fro, we weave the space between.
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Bit by bit, throw by throw, we start to feel at ease.
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So if you hear another call or disappear from view,




[image: image]



I’ll understand the stray in you. It is in my nature, too.
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And even if you wander, ramble, and roam,
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I know looking high and low

can show you what you left at home.
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I’ve wandered many ways

and I’ve seen so much new.

I’ve felt many colors,

still I recall our blue.

Now I hear this echo

I’m singing back to you,

a long awaited answer—
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I will sit with you.
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Sarah Jacoby grew up wandering the woods outside of Philadelphia, where she still lives. She now draws for a variety of people and places, including the New York Times, and she is the author and illustrator of Forever or a Day and the illustrator of Rabbit and the Motorbike and The Important Thing About Margaret Wise Brown. To learn more about her work, please visit thesarahjacoby.com.
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