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  Introduction


  Without question, Abraham Lincoln is one of the most celebrated figures in American history. Like George Washington and Thomas Jefferson before him, Lincoln is almost universally revered today as a man of rare ability and character who shaped the United States in his image, to the lasting benefit of all Americans who followed in his wake.


  Because of Lincoln's firm place in the echelon of national heroes, he is often portrayed in a sanctified light, as though he worked according to a grand design in which he was incapable of doing wrong. History, in providing a narrative to events past, makes the world seem as though they it could not have happened otherwise. But the living, breathing reality of a life is always far more contingent, and often downright arbitrary.


  Lincoln was well aware of his shortcomings as a leader, perched as he was upon the precarious position that his fortune—and indeed the nation's fortunes—rested. In discussing his role as commander-in-chief during the closing months of the Civil War, Lincoln was quite able to "plainly confess that events have controlled me more than I have controlled them."


  Over time, in the droves and droves of words that have been written about him, Lincoln the legend has grown into a giant of unparalleled proportions. Lincoln the man, meanwhile, stood six feet, four inches—a large man in any case, but more to human scale than is generally assumed.


  A voracious reader, Lincoln himself recognized the power of the written word, and was highly wary of its tendency to distort. In an 1856 letter to his law partner, William H. Herndon, he remarked that "biographies as generally written are not only misleading, but false...in most instances they commemorate a lie, and cheat posterity out of the truth."


  With many a Lincoln lie well into its second century of existence, some of the falsehoods that have been propagated about him may be ingrained beyond repair. Still, one would like to believe that even in the age of information, a carefully considered, critical biography is still possible. This author hopes that the following can in some small way begin to restore the true Lincoln to posterity, by giving him a fair and honest treatment, holding him liable where culpable, and finding him laudable where such praise is deserved.


  Context


  When Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809, the United States of America had just begun to emerge as a cohesive nation. The federal government as it is known today had been organized just over twenty years before. The country maintained the shape of its original thirteen colonies, with a sizable portion of territory yet to be settled. Lincoln's youth would coincide with rapid frontier movements and an overriding spirit of pioneer expansionism.


  Such a young country was bound to experience growing pains. Having clearly established its independence, but still very much subjected to the influence of its parent country, the United States did much to solidify its autonomy with a victory over Britain in the War of 1812. On the strength of this success, the Monroe Doctrine of 1823 asserted the American right to self- determination within its own hemisphere.


  Domestically, the balance of power between federal and state governments continued to play a leading role in the national debate. After independence, the several states had been organized according to the Articles of Confederation. By this short-lived document, each individual state maintained considerable powers over its own internal affairs, and as such the centralized governmental apparatus was necessarily weaker. When this arrangement quickly proved impracticable and unsatisfactory, a stronger central infrastructure was established under the present Constitution, ratified by a majority of states in 1788.


  The first political parties in the United States were established according to their support or opposition of a powerful federal system. During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, these two rival factions clashed over the balance of power between the federal and state branches. This conflict came to a head in 1833, when South Carolina threatened to secede after a series of high tariffs were passed by the federal government. Under the leadership of John C. Calhoun, South Carolina attempted to nullify federal tariff policy as inapplicable in its domain. President Andrew Jackson responded by signing the Force Act, authorizing federal military intervention in the face of a potential insurgency. South Carolina eventually backed down, but not before revealing the precarious balance between the federal government and several states.


  In addition to federal and state tensions, regional divisions began to intensify during the early nineteenth century. As the northern states began to industrialize, the southern states became increasingly more dependent on agriculture, which in turn made slavery more integral to the prosperity of the south. As the nation began to expand westward, with several northern states having abolished slavery, the question of slavery policy in new territories became fraught with controversy.


  As the representative of western interests, Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky engineered two compromises to diffuse the tensions between the old north and south. The Missouri Compromise of 1820 created a line of demarcation between free and slave territory. This solved the problem for a generation, but with further westward expansion the question was opened to debate again. Clay's vague Compromise of 1850 provided for California to enter the Union as a free state in exchange for a stricter fugitive slave law.


  Then, all compromise was thrown open to anarchy after Stephen Douglas's Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed in 1854. This legislation, which essentially nullified Clay's earlier compromises, allowed for popular sovereignty. With the question of slavery in the territories thrown open to local sentiment, abolitionists and slavers rushed to populate various districts in the interest of advancing their cause. Internecine warfare ensued in Kansas, sparking a fierce national debate over slavery and sovereignty.


  After the Supreme Court released its controversial Dred Scott decision in 1857, slaves were legally defined not as citizens but as property: property that no full-fledged citizen could be deprived of in any part of the United States without due process of the law. This decision not only opened the territories permanently to slavery, but also declared the abolition of slavery in free states to be unconstitutional.


  Into this heated atmosphere, Abraham Lincoln, a former state legislator and congressman from Illinois, was elected as president in 1860 on the Republican ticket. The Republicans were a nascent party composed largely of abolitionists who took advantage of the regional discord that divided the more established Democratic party. With the weakest mandate ever enjoyed by an American president, Abraham Lincoln was faced with the daunting challenge to resolve the dual question of secession and slavery.


  When South Carolina left the Union six weeks after Lincoln's election, and fired on federal forces at Fort Sumter four months later, the Civil War that had been so long in coming had finally arrived. Before the end of Lincoln's presidency, secession would be quelled and the institution of slavery crippled. But in the bargain, Lincoln would be deprived of his life, and the United States would be forever altered, strengthened just as it was devastated by the bloodiest war the nation has ever known.


  General Summary


  Abraham Lincoln was born in rural Kentucky in 1809, to parents of low social standing and little education. During his childhood and early youth, the family would move several times, first to Indiana and later to Illinois. Lincoln's mother, Nancy Hanks, died when Lincoln was still a boy, and the next year his father, Thomas remarried to Sarah Bush Johnston, who helped raise the young Lincoln.


  Lincoln got his start in life after a pair of flatboat journeys to New Orleans. Soon afterward, he moved to New Salem, Illinois and set up as a store clerk there. When the Black Hawk War broke out in 1832, he became the captain of his volunteer company, serving for three months but seeing no active duty.


  Lincoln's first bid for elected office came in that same year, when he ran unsuccessfully for the Illinois state legislature. Two years later, he ran again and was victorious, becoming a fixture of the Whig party in the General Assembly for the next eight years. At the same time, Lincoln's law career began to flourish. He was admitted to the bar in 1837, and moved to Springfield, the new state capital, later that same year.


  Lincoln married Mary Todd in 1842. The couple had four sons together, two of whom would die tragically while still children. Then, in 1846, Lincoln was elected to U.S. Congress, and moved to Washington to serve out his term, where he spoke out against the Mexican War and unsuccessfully attempted to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia.


  In 1849, Lincoln returned to Springfield to resume his career as a lawyer and devote more time to his family. His political life seemed to be over. But when the slavery question heated up in the middle 1850s, Lincoln took to the stump again, running unsuccessfully for Senate in 1854 and 1858. Despite these losses, Lincoln gained national exposure due to his flair for oration. Such talent was especially evident during the series of debates he engaged in against Stephen Douglas during the campaign of 1858, when Lincoln established himself as a leading opponent of popular sovereignty.


  A combination of luck, manipulation, and talent won Lincoln the Republican nomination for president in 1860. An especially fragmented race, featuring four major candidates, resulted in a victory for Lincoln despite the fact that he won less than 40 percent of the popular vote. With an avowed opponent of slavery having gained the nation's top office, several southern states began to consider the prospect of secession.


  An initial wave of secession led by South Carolina brought about the establishment of the Confederate States of America, a self-declared independent nation apart from the United States of America. After Lincoln attempted to reinforce Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, Confederate forces opened fire and the Civil War began. When Lincoln called for a sizeable militia to quash the rebellion, several more states, led by Virginia, also seceded.


  While Lincoln insisted that the Civil War was being fought to preserve the Union, the fate of slavery also played a major role. Lincoln took an overpowering role as commander-in-chief in a time of war. Controversially, he suspended several rights as defined by the Constitution and expanded the powers of both the executive and the federal government considerably. In addition, Lincoln signed several significant pieces of legislation into law, including policies relating to currency, homesteaders, railroads, and taxes.


  Today, many view Lincoln's most significant action as president to be his Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, which paved the way for the Thirteenth Amendment and the abolishment of slavery in the United States. He also became noted for his pithy way with words, giving such memorable speeches as the Gettysburg Address and the Second Inaugural. Together with his trademark beard and stovepipe hat, Lincoln's talent for simple eloquence has become a part of popular legend.


  The Civil War proved long and costly for both sides, and though the Union enjoyed superior numbers and stores, they were often overwhelmed by the superior military minds of the Confederacy. Despite heavy criticisms from all sides, Lincoln maintained enough support to win re-election in 1864. As the war drew to a close, Lincoln made preparations for a charitable reconstruction plan to help unify the nation once again.


  Less than one week after the Confederate surrender, while attending a Washington theater, Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth. The nation mourned as he lay in state, and Illinois wept when her favorite son was interred at Springfield a few weeks later. The work of reconstruction would carry on without Lincoln, but his memory would live on in the nation's imagination. For his work in preserving the union and bringing an end to the "peculiar institution" of slavery, Abraham Lincoln would come to earn a place of honor among the greatest of American heroes.


  Important Terms, People and Events


  Terms


  
    Abolitionism - Abolitionism was a radical movement to end slavery completely in the United States. It grew into a distinctly northern campaign by the 1830s, taking special hold in New England, where prominent writers and politicians such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Lloyd Garrison and Charles Sumner led the rally cries.

  


  
    Anaconda Plan - Proposed by General Winfield Scott in the opening stages of the Civil War, the Anaconda Plan was designed to constrain the Confederate military effort in a snake-like vise by controlling the Mississippi River and enforcing an effective blockade of southern port cities on the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. Such an approach was intended to reduce land operations and hence casualties to a minimum. Although Lincoln ultimately chose not to foreground the Anaconda Plan, it nevertheless played a crucial role in the Union's success.

  


  
    Aristocracy - An aristocracy is a class of people that rules in perpetuity and assumes the trappings of nobility. Though seemingly inimical to the notion of democracy, an aristocracy flourished in the southern states well through the Civil War, making the Confederate cause a sympathetic one to the old world aristocracies of Europe.

  


  
    Border States - The border states were a bloc of states that retained the practice of slavery while remaining loyal to the Union. These states included Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, and Missouri. They played a large strategic role in the Civil War, as sentiments over slavery and union were divided in these areas. Although poised to secede at times, the border states stayed faithful despite strict federal controls and war-torn conditions.

  


  
    Carpetbagger - A carpetbagger was a northerner who went south during reconstruction to insure that the policies of the federal government would be properly administered in the former Confederate states—or simply to profit financially and politically from his or her position. The term survives today, applying to a politician who seeks office in unfamiliar territory.

  


  
    Colonization - In this case, colonization signifies the plan initially proposed by Henry Clay in which freed slaves would be federally compensated in return for relocating to countries such as Haiti and Liberia. This scheme was intended to diminish racial hostilities in the United States by gradually reducing the black population. Lincoln supported colonization well into his presidency, though he eventually had second thoughts about the honorableness of such an approach.

  


  
    Confederate States of America (the Confederacy) - Organized after a group of southern states seceded from the Union, the Confederate States of America wished to establish themselves as an independent nation, and fought for this right during the Civil War. Led by President Jefferson Davis, the Confederates were plagued by loose organization and low munitions. In addition, they lacked the support of the international community due to their continuing reliance on slavery. Four years after organizing, this association of eleven states fell to defeat, and gradually joined the United States again.

  


  
    Conscription Act - This controversial draft law, passed in the Spring of 1863, provided for the impressment of all able-bodied young men in the service of the Union Army. A clause that allowed for a "rich man's exemption" by payment of a fee or recruitment of a substitute provoked substantial fury, and led to riots in New York City that same summer. Ultimately, the Conscription Act was ineffective, and Lincoln turned to more unashamedly mercenary means to keep the forces manned.

  


  
    Constitutional Union - The Constitutional Union Party was a makeshift party formed in time for the election of 1860. Earning its primary support in the border states, the Constitutional Unionists wished to preserve the Union by advancing a moderate platform that reconciled northern and southern interests. Their ticket, composed of John Bell for President and Edward Everett for Vice President, carried a handful of states in the electoral college, but finished well behind the pace set by Lincoln in the north and Breckenridge in the South.

  


  
    Copperheads - The Copperheads, also known as Peace Democrats, formed the fiercest opposition to Lincoln in the Union. Many suspected certain Copperheads, including Horatio Seymour and Clement Vallandigham, of sympathizing or even collaborating with the Confederates.

  


  
    Democrat - The Democrats rose to power as the nation's premier political party under the leadership of Andrew Jackson. The Democrats were devoted to states' rights, and strongly opposed the establishment of a national bank. In the mid- nineteenth century, the party became increasingly divided over the question of slavery, eventually splitting into a northern and southern branch before the election of 1860. During Lincoln's presidency, the party was further divided within the Union, splitting into War Democrats, who supported the Union's military effort, and Peace Democrats, or Copperheads, who opposed it.

  


  
    Emancipation Proclamation - The Emancipation Proclamation, officially issued by Lincoln on January 1, 1863, freed all slaves in the insurgent portions of the Confederate States of America. The document did not apply to Confederate areas under Union control or to the border states. In practical terms, the Emancipation Proclamation was virtually unenforceable, but it set the tide of antislavery rhetoric and moral integrity squarely behind the Union. Eventually, this would sweep the Union to victory and prepare the country for the groundbreaking Thirteenth Amendment.

  


  
    Fifth Amendment - The Fifth Amendment, which states that "no person may be deprived of life, liberty or property, without due process of law," was cited by Chief Justice Roger B. Taney in his landmark Dred Scott decision. By declaring that slaves were not citizens, Taney concluded that the slave's right to liberty was less important than the slaveowner's right to property.

  


  
    Fort Sumter - A key federal holding in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, Fort Sumter became crucial when Lincoln decided to send reinforcements in against the wishes of South Carolina. A Confederate force led by General Pierre Beauregard led the bombardment of the Union-held fort, which eventually surrendered to the onslaught. With this, the Civil War had begun.

  


  
    Freedman's Bureau - Set up by the federal government during reconstruction, the Freedman's Bureau was an ambitious attempt to improve the education and employment prospects of blacks in the hostile south. The main achievement of the Freedman's Bureau came in the form of the thousands of schools it established and maintained for black children.

  


  
    Freeport Doctrine - The Freeport Doctrine, advanced by Stephen Douglas during the second Lincoln-Douglas debate, held that local authorities reserved the right to enforce federal jurisdiction as it saw fit. This extreme stance in support of nullification eventually undermined Douglas's political credibility, rendering him a martyr to his own cause of popular sovereignty.

  


  
    Free-Soil - The term "free-soil" came to apply to a movement that believed in containing the spread of slavery. More moderate than many virulent abolitionists, free-soilers were primarily dedicated to preserving the line of demarcation arrived at in the Missouri Compromise. Later, as regional tensions grew, many free-soilers took up the cause of abolitionism.

  


  
    Fugitive Slave Law - Fugitive slave laws became necessary after the growth of the underground railroad, a system of safe havens, which allowed slaves to flee north to freedom, often crossing the border into Canada. A series of fugitive slave laws passed in the mid-nineteenth century provided for the speedy return of any runaway slave caught in a free state. Such measures were generally enacted and enforced in the north as a way of compromise with the southern states over related matters involving slavery.

  


  
    Gerrymandering - Gerrymandering is a system of drawing up electoral districts irregularly in order to disproportionately benefit a specific party or special interest group. This term was coined after its first practitioner, Elbridge Gerry, governor of Massachusetts and Vice President under James Madison.

  


  
    Gold Standard - The gold standard is an economic principle by which a basic unit of currency is equivalent in amount to and can be exchanged for a certain amount of gold. Greenbacks were a volatile currency because they were not backed by the gold standard.

  


  
    Greenbacks - Greenbacks were the first national banknotes issued by the United States government, issued under the authority of Secretary of Treasury Chase. These notes, not backed by the gold standard, were first released in order to help finance the growing costs of the Civil War.

  


  
    Habeas Corpus - Literally meaning "we have the body," habeas corpus is a writ required by the Constitution as proof of reasonable suspicion in order to authorize a search or seizure. During the Civil War, Lincoln controversially suspended the writ of habeas corpus.

  


  
    Homestead Act - The Homestead Act, signed in 1862, offered 160 acres of free land to any citizen willing to farm and settle it for five years. This legislation greatly facilitated frontier expansion and the peopling of the American West.

  


  
    Internal Improvements - Internal improvements are domestic measures to improve the infrastructure of a country. In the nineteenth century, internal improvements were mainly advocated by the Whig Party, as in Henry Clay's American System, which called for the construction of a vast network of canals and railroads.

  


  
    Ku Klux Klan - The Ku Klux Klan developed shortly after the Civil War in Tennessee as a backlash to radical reconstruction measures and the rise of black civil rights. After reconstruction fizzled in the 1870s, the Ku Klux Klan became dormant, only to rise again with renewed vigor in the twentieth century as black civil rights became a national issue once again.

  


  
    Manifest Destiny - Manifest Destiny was the belief that the United States was inevitably fated to extend its borders to the Pacific Ocean and to expand both north and south as well. This idea took hold after the Louisiana Purchase, and became a rallying cry during the Mexican War and in the westward expansion that ensued.

  


  
    Monitor - The Monitor was the prize craft of the Union naval forces, an ironclad that did battle with the Virginia during the spring of 1862.

  


  
    Monroe Doctrine - The Monroe Doctrine, issued under President James Monroe in 1823, asserted that the Western hemisphere was the exclusive domain of the United States. As such, no intervention from the European Powers would be tolerated. In exchange, the United States resolved to follow a power of non-interference in European lands and colonies across the Atlantic Ocean. More symbolic than practical, the Monroe Doctrine faced a serious test when France occupied Mexico during the Civil War. (See the History SparkNote on The Monroe Doctrine for more information.)

  


  
    Morrill Land Grant Act - The Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862 provided federal lands and monies for the construction of public colleges and universities. Several prominent institutions, such as Cornell University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Purdue University were established under this legislation.

  


  
    National Union - The National Union Party was formed in 1864 out of a confluence of Republicans and War Democrats in an attempt to keep the Union war effort strong and re-elect Lincoln. In order to produce a more balanced ticket, the National Unionists nominated Tennessee military governor Andrew Johnson for Vice President. Although their chances looked bleak at times, Lincoln and Johnson pulled ahead in the November elections for a convincing victory.

  


  
    New Salem - New Salem, Illinois was a small frontier town of the mid-nineteenth century, where the young Lincoln got his start in life. Living in New Salem between the ages of twenty-two and twenty-six, Lincoln had his first love affair, earned his law credentials, and gained his first election to public office.

  


  
    Nullification - The principle of nullification holds that a local or state jurisdiction has the power to overturn a law instituted by a federal authority. John C. Calhoun was the first strong advocate of nullification, but his stance was squashed by President Jackson. Nullification later re-surfaced in the national debate over states' rights relating to slavery in the months leading up to secession and the Civil War.

  


  
    Pacific Railroad Acts - The Pacific Railroad Acts of 1862-64 provided for a central transcontinental railroad running from Chicago to San Francisco, and later deeded millions of acres of surrounding lands to the railroad companies themselves.

  


  
    Peninsular Campaign - The Peninsular Campaign of 1862 was the Union's first sophisticated effort to lay waste to Richmond and the Confederacy. Led by General McClellan, this amphibious strategy began well but faltered in the Shenandoah Valley during the Seven Days' Battles, when Confederate forces behind Generals Jackson and Lee dominated the action.

  


  
    Pocket Veto - A pocket veto is a presidential filibuster of sorts, in which the chief executive refuses to address a piece of legislation for passage and signature until Congress has adjourned, thus rendering it null and void. Lincoln employed this strategy with regard to the Wade-Davis Bill.

  


  
    Popular Sovereignty - The principle of popular sovereignty, advanced by Stephen Douglas in the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, held that each local jurisdiction reserved the right to determine the question of slavery for themselves. Douglas viewed popular sovereignty as the most suitably democratic answer to the problem of slavery that wracked the expanding nation.

  


  
    Reconstruction - Reconstruction describes the period from 1865-1877, when the federal government under Presidents Johnson and Grant, together with the Congress controlled by Radical Republicans like Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner, attempted to institute civil rights reforms in the former Confederate states by a combination of martial law and policy decrees. Reconstruction ended with the election of Rutherford B. Hayes and the Compromise of 1877.

  


  
    Republican - The Republican Party was established in the 1850s after the Whig Party found itself on its last legs. Formed in opposition to the moderate Democratic Party, which equivocated at every available opportunity on the increasingly heated question of slavery, the Republicans were much more decidedly in support of slavery's containment, if not its outright abolition. Eventually, the rise of the Republicans to power would divide the nation in half, sparking the southern states to secession and bringing about the Civil War.

  


  
    Secession - Secession is the formal withdrawal of a member state from an association or union. Several different states had threatened secession in the first decades of the history of the United States, but it was only with South Carolina's secession from the Union on December 20, 1860 that the possibility became a reality.

  


  
    Springfield - Springfield, Illinois became the capital city of the state of Illinois in 1837, and was home to Lincoln and family for over twenty years. During these years, Lincoln practiced law and established a homestead there.

  


  
    Tariff - A tariff is a duty or tax imposed on an imported or exported good, intended to boost the domestic economy. Because the northern states were industrialized, and could depend on the south for its agricultural needs, they were in favor of high tariffs to protect domestic industries. By contrast, the southern states, which wished to profit from the export of goods such as cotton, opposed tariff measures. This frequently disputed policy question exacerbated regional tensions throughout the early and mid-nineteenth century.

  


  
    Theater - A theater is a geographically integrated arena of warfare. In the Civil War, there were two main theaters: an eastern theater centering around Richmond and outlying areas of Northern Virginia, and a western theater that ran along the banks of the Mississippi River, gradually pushing eastward as the war extended and the Union armies penetrated further to the south. These two theaters were separated mainly by the Appalachian Mountains.

  


  
    Thirteenth Amendment - The Thirteenth Amendment, ratified on December 18, 1865, provided for the abolition of slavery throughout the United States. This amendment had originally been proposed by Lincoln as a plank in his 1864 platform for re- election on the National Union ticket.

  


  
    Virginia - The Virginia was a Confederate ironclad converted from a Union warship formerly called the Merrimac. The Virginia enjoyed considerable success against the Union navy before running into a stalemate against the Monitor in the spring of 1862.

  


  
    Wade-Davis Bill - The Wade-Davis Bill of 1864 was a harsh reconstruction measure proposed by Radical Republicans which required majority loyalty from a former Confederate state before that state's reapplication to the Union would be considered. Lincoln pocket-vetoed the bill, considering it overly punitive.

  


  
    Wilmot Proviso - The Wilmot Proviso of 1847 provided for the express prohibition of slavery from any territory acquired as a result of the Mexican War. Though the Wilmot Proviso was initiated by a Democratic congressman, it enjoyed strong Whig support, including that of Representative Lincoln.

  


  
    Whig - The Whig Party was formed in the 1830s out of opposition to the strong rule of President Jackson. Led by vocal senators such as Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, the Whigs advocated internal improvements, high tariffs, and a national bank.

  


  People


  
    Pierre Beauregard - Pierre Beauregard was a Confederate general who led forces on the firing of Fort Sumter and in battle at First Manassas. He later oversaw unsuccessful campaigns in Florida and Georgia during the closing years of the war.

  


  
    John Bell - John Bell was the Constitutional Union candidate for president in 1860. He received support mainly in the border states, finishing a distant third in the electoral college and last among the major candidates in the popular vote.

  


  
    John Brown - A devoted abolitionist, John Brown (1800-1859) decided the slaves must be freed by force. Leading 18 men on an attack of the U.S. arsenal and armory at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, (presently West Virginia), he seized the complex and took control of the town. He was defeated by a company of U.S. marines led by Robert E. Lee, arrested and charged with various crimes, including treason and murder. During his trial he spoke eloquently on behalf of the abolition of slavery, and when he was hanged in December, he became a martyr to the abolitionist cause. He was immortalized in the song "John Brown's Body Lies A-Mouldering in his Grave...," a song which became the trademark tune of the North. The events surrounding his death served to further heighten the tensions that would lead to civil war.

  


  
    John Wilkes Booth - John Wilkes Booth was Lincoln's assassin. A southern sympathizer loyal to Virginia, Booth was a twenty-six-year-old struggling actor at the time of the assassination. Shortly thereafter, after escaping to Maryland and then Virginia, he was apprehended and shot to death during a struggle with federal agents in a barn in rural Virginia.

  


  
    Braxton Bragg - Braxton Bragg was a Confederate general whose main service came in Tennessee, at Shiloh, Mumfreesboro and Chickamauga. He later served as a military adviser to President Davis.

  


  
    John Breckenridge - John Breckenridge, of Kentucky, served as Vice President of the United States under James Buchanan from 1857-1861. Backed by the Southern Democrats, he ran unsuccessfully for president in 1860, finishing a distant second to Lincoln. He later served as a Confederate general, seeing action at Shiloh, Mumfreesboro, and Chickamauga. In the final year of the Civil War, he served as Confederate Secretary of War.

  


  
    James Buchanan - James Buchanan served as the fifteenth president of the United States, from 1857-1861. A Pennsylvanian, he had previously served as minister to Great Britain, and gained the Democratic nomination by virtue of his neutrality in domestic affairs. However, his weak administration did little to help save the rapidly fragmenting nation, and he did not seek re-election.

  


  
    Ambrose Burnside - Ambrose Burnside was a Union general who fought at First Manassas and Antietam before being promoted to command the eastern forces in battle at Fredericksburg, where he was soundly defeated by Confederates under the command of Lee.

  


  
    John C. Calhoun - John C. Calhoun served as Vice President under Andrew Jackson from 1829-1833, and later gained further prominence as a senator from South Carolina. He was a vocal champion of nullification, and vigorously opposed the high tariffs that were regularly imposed by northern special interest groups.

  


  
    Simon Cameron - As the result of a political bargain, Simon Cameron, who held considerable political influence in Pennsylvania, was named Secretary of War in Lincoln's first cabinet. After less than a year, he was replaced by Edwin Stanton, and thereafter served as minister to Russia.

  


  
    Salmon Chase - Salmon Chase was governor of Ohio from 1855-1859. As Secretary of Treasury during Lincoln's first administration, Chase spearheaded several significant policy decisions involving banking, currency and taxes. After conspiring to obtain the nomination for president from Lincoln in 1864, he was relieved of his cabinet duties. Later that same year, Lincoln appointed Chase as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, a post which he filled during the majority of the reconstruction years, up until 1873.

  


  
    Henry Clay - Henry Clay was a prominent Whig senator from Kentucky who ran unsuccessfully for President on three occasions. He was a supporter of internal improvements per his American System, and is well known as "The Great Compromiser" for his role in the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850.

  


  
    John J. Crittenden - John J. Crittenden was a senator from Kentucky who attempted to avert an impending Civil War with a Compromise in 1860. The so-called Crittenden Compromise failed after Lincoln dismissed it as too lenient with regard to the containment of slavery. Crittenden later authored a resolution declaring the preservation of Union to be the sole war aim of the federal government.

  


  
    David Davis - David Davis was the Eighth Circuit Court Judge in the State of Illinois, and a crucial engineer of Lincoln's bid for the presidency in 1860. Thanks to Davis's ingenuity, the Wigwam in Chicago was packed with Lincoln supporters for the Republican Convention, and his political wheeling and dealing helped secure the necessary delegates for Lincoln's nomination.

  


  
    Jefferson Davis - Jefferson Davis was a two-term senator from Mississippi who resigned his seat in the face of the impending southern secession. Mere weeks later, he was named president of the Confederate States of America, a position he held throughout the Civil War. Reluctant to give up his post in the aftermath of Appomattox, Davis was treated leniently by the federal government during reconstruction, and lived to the ripe old age of eighty-one.

  


  
    Stephen Douglas - Stephen Douglas was a senator from Illinois who rose quickly up the ranks of the Democratic Party. He proposed the controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 and defended his doctrine of popular sovereignty during a series of debates with Lincoln in 1858. Although he defeated Lincoln in this senate race, he later lost the presidential election to Lincoln in 1860. Undeterred from fighting for what he believed was right, he joined forces with Lincoln in an attempt to preserve the Union, but died just after the outset of the Civil War in 1861.

  


  
    Edward Everett - Edward Everett was a senator from Massachusetts who was nominated for Vice President on the Constitutional Union ticket under John Bell in 1860. Everett is perhaps best known today as the principal speaker at the dedication of the Gettysburg cemetery, where Lincoln made his famous two- minute Gettysburg Address.

  


  
    David Farragut - David Farragut was the impetus behind several Union naval successes, most notably at New Orleans in 1862 and Mobile in 1864. By the end of the war he had risen to the rank of Vice Admiral.

  


  
    John C. Fremont - John C. Fremont, a notable frontier explorer, was nominated for President in the 1856 election on the first-ever Republican ticket. Fremont saw significant action as a general in the western theater during the early stages of the Civil War, but was relieved of his duties after freeing several slaves in an unauthorized show of abolitionist spirit. Later he would mount a challenge to Lincoln's authority in the Republican-turned National Union Party, briefly flirting with a run for president in 1864 before withdrawing to improve Lincoln's chances of re-election.

  


  
    Mentor Graham - Mentor Graham was a schoolmaster in New Salem who taught Lincoln and Ann Rutledge in their youth. He later recalled the romance between Lincoln and Rutledge to William H. Herndon.

  


  
    U.S. Grant - Union General U.S. Grant began his service in the Civil War in the western theater, enjoying early successes in Tennessee, at Shiloh, and later on the Mississippi with the seizure of Vicksburg. These victories led to his promotion by Lincoln as the overall commander of Union forces in 1864. After a bloody campaign in Northern Virginia, Grant finally arrived in Richmond and accepted Lee's surrender at Appomattox a few short days later. In the years following the Civil War, Grant was venerated as a national hero, and subsequently served as the eighteenth president of the United States, from 1869- 1877.

  


  
    Horace Greeley - Horace Greeley was a journalist turned politician who supported abolitionist causes and was highly critical of Lincoln's policies throughout the war. He later mounted an unsuccessful challenge on the Democratic ticket to the incumbent Grant in the presidential election of 1872.

  


  
    Henry Halleck - Henry Halleck served as overall commander of Union forces during the middle stages of the Civil War, and was later named as Lincoln's chief of staff after being replaced by U.S. Grant.

  


  
    Hannibal Hamlin - Hannibal Hamlin served as senator from Maine for over a decade, and was Lincoln's Vice President from 1861-65. He was replaced on the National Union ticket by Andrew Johnson, who had a more needed regional appeal and brought in the support of the War Democrats.

  


  
    Rutherford B. Hayes - Rutherford B. Hayes was the nineteenth president of the United States, serving from 1877-1881. He was elected by the narrowest of margins after a government committee declared him the winner in exchange for an end to reconstruction. This arrangement became known as the Compromise of 1877.

  


  
    William H. Herndon - William H. Herndon was Lincoln's law partner from 1844 on. He later wrote a controversial biography of Lincoln's early life.

  


  
    John Bell Hood - John Bell Hood was a Confederate General who fought in the eastern theater during the early stages of the Civil War, seeing action at Second Manassas, Antietam and Gettysburg. Later he was transferred to the western theater, where he led a victory at Chickamauga and fought a losing battle in Tennessee up until the closing days of the war.

  


  
    Joseph Hooker - Joseph Hooker fought at Antietam and Fredericksburg and served briefly as overall commander in the eastern theater, suffering an ignominious defeat at Chancellorsville. He later served under Sherman during the siege of Atlanta.

  


  
    Andrew Jackson - Andrew Jackson was a heroic general who had won military honor at the Battle of New Orleans, the concluding conflict in the War of 1812. He later served as seventh president of the United States from 1829-1837, emerging as the most significant Democratic leader of his era. Although an advocate of states' rights, Jackson asserted the power of the federal government during the Nullification Crisis sparked by John C. Calhoun of South Carolina.

  


  
    Stonewall Jackson - Stonewall Jackson was a Confederate General who commanded victories at First Manassas, during the Seven Days' Battles, and at Fredericksburg. Tragically, he was inadvertently shot and killed by his own men during the Battle of Chancellorsville.

  


  
    Andrew Johnson - Andrew Johnson was appointed military governor of Tennessee in 1862. The only major official from a Confederate state to remain loyal to the Union, he was later named Lincoln's running mate as Vice President on the National Union ticket in the election of 1864. After Lincoln's assassination, Johnson became the seventeenth president of the United States, serving from 1865-1869. He suffered from a rocky administration due to the complications of reconstruction, later abandoning the Republicans who opposed him to pursue re-election on the Democratic ticket in the election of 1868, which he lost to U.S. Grant.

  


  
    Sarah Bush Johnston - A Kentucky widow, Sarah Bush Johnston was remarried to Thomas Lincoln in 1819, and raised the young Abraham Lincoln from the age of ten.

  


  
    Robert E. Lee - Robert E. Lee was offered command of the Union armies at the outset of the Civil War, but refused out of loyalty to his native Virginia. Later emerging as general-in-chief of the Confederate army, Lee fought brilliantly in the eastern theater for over three years despite inferior manpower and munitions. Lee signed the surrender to Grant at Appomattox and went on to become the president of what is today known as Washington and Lee College.

  


  
    Edward Baker Lincoln - Edward Baker Lincoln was the second son to Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. He died prematurely in 1850 at the age of three.

  


  
    Mary Todd Lincoln - Mary Todd Lincoln, born of a prominent Kentucky family, married Lincoln on November 4, 1842. She bore him four children, and struggled to harmonize with her aloof husband throughout their marriage. After his assassination, her already delicate constitution was upset beyond repair. Her son Robert committed her to an institution in 1875, and she later died in Springfield in 1882.

  


  
    Nancy Hanks Lincoln - Nancy Hanks Lincoln was Lincoln's mother. Little is known about her, as her origins are obscure and she died at a young age of milk sickness. According to Herndon, Lincoln believed her to be the product of an illegitimate union.

  


  
    Robert Todd Lincoln - Robert Todd Lincoln was the eldest son to Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. He attended Harvard University during his father's administration, later serving under Grant in the closing months of the Civil War. He later went on to a successful political career in his own right, functioning as minister to Great Britain and ultimately as Secretary of War.

  


  
    Sarah Lincoln - Sarah Lincoln was the eldest child born to Thomas and Nancy Hanks Lincoln. She died while giving birth in 1828, leaving Lincoln as the only surviving child of his birth parents.

  


  
    Tad Lincoln(Thomas) - Thomas "Tad" Lincoln was the youngest son to Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. Born in 1853, he lived only into his late teenage years, dying in 1871.

  


  
    Thomas Lincoln - Thomas Lincoln was born and raised in Virginia, later moving to Kentucky to establish himself and his young family. He was married twice. Later moving to Indiana and finally Illinois, he had a distant relationship with his son, who declined to attend his own father's funeral in 1851.

  


  
    William Wallace Lincoln - William Wallace Lincoln was the third son to Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. He died prematurely at the White House in 1862 at the age of eleven.

  


  
    Stephen T. Logan - Stephen T. Logan was Lincoln's second law partner. The two men worked together between 1841 and 1844.

  


  
    George McClellan - Union General George McClellan saw early action during the Civil War in Western Virginia, where he enjoyed several victories. After earning promotion to command forces in the eastern theater, McClellan suffered a defeat in his Peninsular Campaign, later redeeming himself in part at Antietam. Nevertheless, Lincoln dismissed him from his duties. Earning the Democratic nomination for President in 1864, McClellan mounted an unsuccessful campaign against Lincoln's bid for re-election.

  


  
    Irvin McDowell - Irvin McDowell was a Union general who suffered defeats at First and Second Manassas and was subsequently relieved of his duties.

  


  
    George Meade - George Meade was a Union general who fought at Antietam and Fredericksburg and later took command of the eastern theater in 1863, enjoyed a rousing success at Gettysburg. He remained in control of the eastern forces until the end of the Civil War.

  


  
    Napoleon III - Napoleon III became the Emperor of France in 1852, after having previously served as leader of the Second French Republic for four years. He ruled France until suffering defeat in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71. During the Civil War, he attempted to negotiate a peace treaty between the Union and the Confederacy, and violated the Monroe Doctrine when he occupied Mexico and set Archduke Maximillian on the throne there in 1863.

  


  
    Mary Owens - Mary Owens was a Kentucky woman whom Lincoln briefly courted in the late 1830s, only for her to reject his proposal of marriage.

  


  
    Archduke Maximillian - Archduke Maximillian of the Hapsburg dynasty was set up on the throne of Mexico by Napoleon III's occupying forces in Mexico in 1863. After the Civil War, when the United States came to Mexico's defense and removed the French influence there, Maximillian was deposed and beheaded.

  


  
    Franklin Pierce - Franklin Pierce served as the fourteenth president of the United States, from 1853-1857. As a result of his ineffectual administration, he failed to secure re-nomination on the Democratic ticket in the election of 1856.

  


  
    James K. Polk - James K. Polk served as the eleventh president of the United States, from 1845- 1849. A fierce proponent of manifest destiny, Polk spearheaded westward expansion and oversaw the progress of the Mexican War. His powerful Democratic administration was bitterly opposed by a cadre of congressional Whigs, including Lincoln.

  


  
    John Pope - Union General John Pope was roundly defeated at Second Manassas and later served as a commander in the western theater.

  


  
    Ann Rutledge - Ann Rutledge was a New Salem woman rumored to have been engaged to Lincoln when both were in their young twenties. After she died unexpectedly in 1835, Lincoln was distraught, and remained a frequent visitor to her gravesite for the rest of his life.

  


  
    William Seward - William Seward was a former governor and senator from New York who opposed Lincoln for the Republican nomination for president in 1860. After being defeated, he accepted a post in Lincoln's cabinet as Secretary of State, and played a significant role in the development of Union policy during the Civil War. Nearly assassinated on the night of Lincoln's assassination, Seward recovered to continue as Secretary of State in Johnson's cabinet, and negotiated the purchase of Alaska from Russia.

  


  
    Horatio Seymour - Horatio Seymour was twice governor of New York and a prominent Copperhead leader in opposition to Lincoln. The New York City Draft Riots occurred under his administration.

  


  
    Winfield Scott - Winfield Scott earned distinction as a general in both the War of 1812 and the Mexican War. He ran unsuccessfully for President on the Whig ticket against Franklin Pierce in the Election of 1852. Later, he masterminded the Anaconda Plan in the early stages of the Civil War, retiring from duty in late 1861.

  


  
    Phil Sheridan - Phil Sheridan fought for the Union in the Tennessee campaign of 1863 at Mumfreesboro and Chickamauga and was later promoted to General, where he fought in various battles alongside Grant and Sherman.

  


  
    William Tecumseh Sherman - Union General William Tecumseh Sherman fought at First Manassas and Shiloh, later directing the masterful siege of Atlanta: he captured, evacuated, and burned the city before laying waste to the state of Georgia in his march to the sea. In the closing months of the Civil War, forces under Sherman pushed North toward Richmond in a successful effort to close out the Confederates.

  


  
    James Shields - James Shields was the Illinois State Auditor who challenged Lincoln to a duel in 1842, in violation of existing state laws. The confrontation was later called off after a series of conciliatory letters.

  


  
    Edwin Stanton - Edwin Stanton served as Union Secretary of War from 1862 to 1868. He had a strong role in Lincoln's cabinet and assumed near-total control of the nation in the wake of Lincoln's assassination. After President Johnson attempted to remove Stanton from office in 1868 over a disagreement regarding reconstruction, Johnson was impeached and nearly removed from office. Stanton died in the following year.

  


  
    J. E. B. Stuart - J. E. B. Stuart was a Confederate general who fought at First and Second Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, among others. He was wounded in battle and died in the spring of 1864.

  


  
    John T. Stuart - John T. Stuart encouraged Lincoln to take up the study of law. The two men formed a law partnership between 1837 and 1841.

  


  
    Charles Sumner - Charles Sumner was a staunch abolitionist and a founding member of the Republican party. A longtime senator from Massachusetts, he was attacked by Preston Brooks of South Carolina on the Senate floor after making an eloquent argument against the Kansas-Nebraska Act. During reconstruction, Sumner led a radical push to penalize the south for their transgressions, but eventually he softened his stance.

  


  
    Roger B. Taney - Roger B. Taney was Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1835-1864. He issued the landmark Dred Scott decision in 1857, and fiercely opposed Lincoln's extension of executive privilege during the Civil War.

  


  
    Zachary Taylor - Zachary Taylor served as twelfth president of the United States, from 1849-1850. He was elected on the Whig ticket on the strength of his performance in the Mexican War. Opposed to the appeasement of southern interests, he died in office as the Compromise of 1850 was being negotiated in Congress.

  


  
    Clement L. Vallandigham - Clement L. Vallandigham was a congressman from Ohio and a prominent Copperhead. In 1863 Lincoln banished him from the Union after he was arrested on charges of treason. He later returned to campaign on behalf of McClellan against Lincoln in the 1864 presidential election.

  


  
    Queen Victoria - Queen Victoria was the reigning monarch in Britain from 1837 until 1901, and served as Empress of India from 1876 until 1901. Under her rule, Britain remained neutral during the American Civil War, although tensions ran high during the Trent Affair of 1861.

  


  
    Walt Whitman - Walt Whitman was a renowned American poet who authored the much-lauded Leaves of Grass. He served as a nurse in Washington during the Civil War, and later became a close friend and adviser to Lincoln. (For more information, see the SparkNote on Walt Whitman's Poetry.

  


  Events


  
    Annexation of Texas - As per its program of manifest destiny, the United States annexed, or incorporated, Texas in 1844 after Texas had successfully won its independence from Mexico. This development eventually led to the outbreak of the Mexican War in 1846.

  


  
    Antietam - After Lee's charge into Union territory, he was repulsed at Antietam by forces under the command of McClellan on September 17, 1862 in the bloodiest single day of the Civil War.

  


  
    Appomattox Court House - Appomattox Court House was the name of the small town in south central Virginia where Lee surrendered to Grant on April 9, 1865, effectively ending the Civil War.

  


  
    Black Hawk War - The Black Hawk War of 1832 was fought in Illinois and Iowa when the Sac and Fox tribes led by Black Hawk unsuccessfully attempted to reclaim their native homelands.

  


  
    Chancellorsville - The Battle of Chancellorsville, fought May 2, 1863, was yet another disastrous defeat for the Union in Northern Virginia, this time under the command of Hooker.

  


  
    Chickamauga - Chickamauga, fought September 19-20, 1863, was one of the last significant Confederate successes in the western theater. Losses were heavy as usual.

  


  
    Civil Rights Act of 1866 - The Civil Rights Act of 1866 was an early attempt by the Radical Republicans to assert federal power in the southern states during reconstruction. The act, which bestowed citizenship among all blacks, was overturned by the Supreme Court in 1883 as a violation of states' rights.

  


  
    Civil Rights Act of 1875 - The Civil Rights Act of 1875, the last major piece of legislation passed by the federal government during reconstruction, was an attempt to desegregate all public places in the southern states. This was a highly ambitious and unrealistic goal, and quickly proved impracticable, especially after reconstruction officially ended with the Compromise of 1877.

  


  
    Compromise of 1850 - The Compromise of 1850, engineered by Henry Clay, allowed for the entry of California to the Union as a free state in exchange for a stricter fugitive slave law. However, the compromise did not settle the question of slavery in the western territories, which led to increased tensions that came to a head only after the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854.

  


  
    Compromise of 1877 - After the election of 1876 ended inconclusively, a congressional committee met to determine the winner between Republican Rutherford B. Hayes and Democrat Samuel Tilden. In the Compromise of 1877, Southern Democrats swung their support to Hayes in exchange for an end to reconstruction, and the withdrawal of federal troops from the five military zones in the former Confederacy.

  


  
    Dred Scott decision - In a landmark decision handed down March 6, 1857, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney argued that a slave was not a citizen of the United States, and thus could not bring a lawsuit to a federal court. Further, he noted that as per the Fifth Amendment, no slave-owning citizen could be deprived of property, i.e. his slaves, without due process of law. This controversial decision opened up the territories and the several free-soil states to legalized slavery, and heightened regional tensions over the slavery question considerably.

  


  
    First Inaugural Address - Lincoln gave his First Inaugural Address on March 4, 1861, hoping to avert civil war by asserting the necessity of preserving the union without coming down too hard on the slavery question.

  


  
    First Manassas - Fought on July 21, 1861, First Manassas, also known as the First Battle of Bull Run, ended in catastrophe for the Union, and served to revise northern opinion that the Civil War would come to a quick conclusion.

  


  
    Fredericksburg - The Union suffered a crucial defeat at the Battle of Fredericksburg on December 13, 1862. After General Burnside was forced to stay along the northern banks of the Rappahannock River for two weeks, the Confederacy was able to mobilize its forces, and successfully turned back yet another aborted Union offensive in Northern Virginia.

  


  
    Gettysburg - Gettysburg was the turning point of the Civil War. After Lee and Stuart pushed well north into Union territory, Union and Confederate forces met in Southern Pennsylvania during a three-day battle that lasted from July 1-3, 1863. Once Union forces led by Meade had repulsed the Confederate charge, Lee never seriously challenged the Union in their own territory again, and the stage was set for the gradual Union push to Appomattox.

  


  
    Gettysburg Address - Lincoln delivered his two-minute Gettysburg Address at the dedication of a national cemetery there on November 19, 1863. Famous though it is today, at the time it fell somewhat flat, and Lincoln was thought to have been overshadowed by the principal speaker of the day, Edward Everett.

  


  
    Kansas-Nebraska Act - Stephen Douglas pushed the Kansas-Nebraska Act through Congress in 1854, effectively nullifying the Missouri Compromise. By this new legislation, the question of slavery was once again thrown open to the discretion of each territory by verdict of Douglas's popular sovereignty principle. This eventually led to the onset of violent warfare between rival factions in Kansas, and was an indirect cause of the Civil War.

  


  
    Lincoln-Douglas Debates - During his 1858 run for Senate on the Republican ticket in Illinois, Lincoln engaged the incumbent Democrat Douglas in a series of seven debates across the state. These debates, which occurred in the weeks and months leading up to election day, received national attention and propelled Lincoln to prominence. During the second debate at Freeport, Douglas advanced a doctrine defending the Kansas-Nebraska Act and popular sovereignty even in the face of the Dred Scott decision.

  


  
    Mexican War - Fought between 1846 and 1848, the Mexican War was an attempt by the United States under President Polk to assert its right to expansionism by virtue of manifest destiny. Seen as a Democratic power play and an act of foreign aggression, the war was opposed by many prominent Whigs, including Lincoln. (For more information, see the History SparkNote on the Mexican War.)

  


  
    Missouri Compromise - The Missouri Compromise of 1820 was engineered by Henry Clay. It allowed for the entry of Missouri to the Union as a slave state, largely in exchange for the creation of a demarcation line categorically prohibiting the extension slavery north of Missouri's southern border. This legislation was later repealed by Douglas's Kansas-Nebraska Act and Taney's Dred Scott decision.

  


  
    Mumfreesboro - The Battle of Mumfreesboro, fought between December 31, 1862 and January 2, 1863, was a costly affair for both Union and Confederacy in which no clear winner emerged, and no clear tactical objective was accomplished.

  


  
    New York City Draft Riots - The New York City Draft Riots, staged between July 12 and 15, 1863, were a protest against the Conscription Act, and particularly the "rich man's exemption." Prompted in particular by the Irish-American community, the riots featured looting, lynching, and pillaging. After Lincoln sent troops up from Gettysburg to quell the disturbance, hundreds of people were killed or wounded.

  


  
    Panic of 1837 - The Panic of 1837 resulted from rampant speculation in combination with President Jackson's continuing opposition to the national bank. It hampered the economy for several years and severely damaged the presidency of Martin Van Buren, Jackson's successor.

  


  
    Panic of 1857 - The Panic of 1857, caused by a major bank failure, plagued President Buchanan's administration and added an element of economic tension to a nation already strained by the question of slavery.

  


  
    Panic of 1873 - The Panic of 1873 was mainly caused by overexpansion during the reconstruction years. Under President Grant, the federal government decided to re-issue greenbacks in hopes of reviving the economy, despite Grant's previous opposition to any deviation from the gold standard.

  


  
    Second Inaugural Address - Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, given on March 4, 1865, was notably shorter than his First Inaugural. With the end of the war in sight, Lincoln appealed to his audience for a compassionate approach toward reconstruction and the soon-to-be defeated Confederacy.

  


  
    Second Manassas - A retreating Union army was overwhelmed at Second Manassas, or the Second Battle of Bull Run. Fought on September 29-30, 1862, this Confederate victory encouraged Lee to enter Union territory on the offensive, leading to the Battle of Antietam.

  


  
    Seven Days' Battles - The culmination of McClellan's Peninsular Campaign, the Seven Days' Battles ended in defeat for the Union forces after a brilliant defensive by Generals Jackson and Lee. Fought from June 25-July 1, 1862, this bloody campaign was one of the most costly to be fought in the eastern theater during the early stages of the Civil War.

  


  
    Sherman's March to the Sea - After capturing, evacuating, and burning the city of Atlanta in the autumn of 1864, Sherman led a savage six-week march across the Georgia countryside, consuming and destroying everything of potential use to the Confederate army for miles around. Just before the New Year he arrived at Savannah, meeting up with the Union navy and preparing to begin his push north to Richmond.

  


  
    Shiloh - The Battle at Shiloh was fought on April 6-7, 1862. It has been estimated that fully 80 percent of the nearly 80,000 men who fought at Shiloh had never been involved in battle before. Casualties were high throughout. After an initial pounding, Union forces under Grant gradually rallied to stave off the Confederate defense.

  


  
    Trent Affair - The Trent Affair involved the Union seizure of two Confederate diplomats on board a British mail steamer in November 1861. After the diplomats were transported to a jail in Boston, British sentiment rose in anger against the Union. Only when the British had mobilized a significant army to march against the Union did Lincoln relinquish the prisoners and issue an apology in order to smooth over relations between the two countries.

  


  
    Vicksburg - Vicksburg finally fell to Union forces led by Grant on July 4, 1863 after a lengthy siege. This victory gave the Union complete control of the Mississippi River and did much to constrict the leverage of the Confederate forces in the western theater.

  


  
    War of 1812 - The War of 1812 was fought between the United States and Great Britain over control of the high seas. After a lengthy campaign, the United States emerged victorious, producing in the process a new set of war heroes including Andrew Jackson and Winfield Scott.

  


  Timeline


  
    February 12, 1809: Abraham Lincoln born in Hardin County, Kentucky, near Hodgenville

  


  
    December 1816: Family relocates to frontier of Indiana

  


  
    October 5, 1818: Mother Nancy Hanks Lincoln dies of milk sickness

  


  
    December 5, 1819: Father Thomas Lincoln remarries widow Sarah Bush Johnston

  


  
    January 1820: Missouri Compromise sets boundary line between free and slave territory

  


  
    January 20, 1828: Lincoln's elder sister Sarah Lincoln dies during childbirth

  


  
    April 1828: Lincoln works on cargo flatboat bound for New Orleans

  


  
    March 1830: Family relocates to Illinois, settling along Sangamon River

  


  
    March 1831: Lincoln makes second flatboat trip to New Orleans

  


  
    July 1831: Separates from his family, moving to New Salem, Illinois

  


  
    April-June 1832: Serves as captain of volunteer company in Black Hawk War

  


  
    August 6, 1832: Loses bid for Illinois State Legislature

  


  
    May 1833: Becomes postmaster of New Salem

  


  
    October 1833: Takes up work as surveyor

  


  
    August 4, 1834: Elected to Illinois State Legislature at age 24

  


  
    January 1835: Lincoln's village store fails when his partner dies

  


  
    August 25, 1835: Ann Rutledge dies

  


  
    August 1, 1836: Lincoln re-elected to Illinois state legislature

  


  
    March 1, 1837: Admitted to the bar in Illinois; begins practicing law

  


  
    March 15, 1837: Relocates to Springfield after state capital is moved there

  


  
    April 12, 1837: Forms law partnership with John T. Stuart

  


  
    August 6, 1838: Re-elected to Illinois State Legislature for a third term

  


  
    August 3, 1840: Re-elected to Illinois State Legislature for a fourth term

  


  
    Autumn 1840: Becomes engaged to Mary Todd

  


  
    January 1, 1841: Breaks off engagement with Mary Todd

  


  
    May 14, 1841: Forms law partnership with Stephen T. Logan

  


  
    Spring 1842: Decides not to seek fifth term in Illinois state legislature

  


  
    September 1842: Challenged to duel by James Shields; later called off

  


  
    November 4, 1842: Married to Mary Todd in an Episcopalian Service in Springfield

  


  
    May 1, 1843: Lincoln fails to obtain Whig nomination for U.S. Congress

  


  
    August 1, 1843: Eldest son Robert Todd born

  


  
    January 7, 1844: Lincoln buys frame house in Springfield

  


  
    September 20, 1844: Forms law partnership with William Herndon

  


  
    March 10, 1846: Second son Edward Baker born

  


  
    August 3, 1846: Elected to U.S. Congress as Whig Representative from Illinois

  


  
    October 25, 1847: Lincoln family leaves Springfield for Washington

  


  
    December 6, 1847: Lincoln present at convocation of Thirtieth Congress

  


  
    January 22, 1848: On House floor, makes criticisms of President Polk and Mexican War

  


  
    January 10, 1849: Introduces gradual emancipation bill for slaves in District of Columbia

  


  
    March 31, 1849: Completes term in Washington and returns to Springfield to practice law

  


  
    June 21, 1849: Fails to secure position as commissioner of General Land Office

  


  
    Summer 1849: Refuses offer to become governor of Oregon Territory

  


  
    February 1, 1850: Son Edward Lincoln dies after prolonged illness

  


  
    Autumn 1850: Omnibus Compromise of 1850 signed into law

  


  
    December 21, 1850: Third son William Wallace born

  


  
    January 17, 1851: Father Thomas Lincoln dies.

  


  
    July 16, 1852: Delivers eulogy of Henry Clay in Springfield

  


  
    April 4, 1853: Fourth son Thomas "Tad" born

  


  
    May 24, 1854: Kansas-Nebraska Act becomes law, nullifying Missouri Compromise

  


  
    October 15, 1854: Lincoln makes speech in Peoria in opposition to popular sovereignty

  


  
    November 7, 1854: Elected to Illinois state legislature, declines seat to run for U.S. Senate

  


  
    February 8, 1855: Lincoln loses Senate bid

  


  
    June 17, 1856: Lincoln attends first Republican national convention in Philadelphia; receives considerable support for vice-presidential nomination

  


  
    March 6, 1857: Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger P. Taney reads Dred Scott decision

  


  
    June 26, 1857: Speaks out against Dred Scott decision in Springfield

  


  
    June 16, 1858: Receives Republican nomination for U.S. Senate; delivers famous "house divided" speech

  


  
    Autumn 1858: Participates in a series of debates with incumbent Senator Stephen Douglas

  


  
    November 2, 1858: Loses Senate bid once again

  


  
    October 16, 1859: John Brown leads raid on Harper's Ferry, Virginia

  


  
    February 27, 1860: Lincoln delivers speech at Cooper Institute, New York City

  


  
    April 23, 1860: Democratic convention in Charleston, South Carolina fractures

  


  
    May 18, 1860: Receives nomination for president at Republican convention in Chicago

  


  
    June 1860: Northern Democrats nominate Stephen Douglas for president; Southern Democrats nominate John Breckenridge for President; Constitutional Union Party nominates John Bell for President

  


  
    November 6, 1860: Lincoln elected 16th President of the United States

  


  
    December 20, 1860: South Carolina becomes first state to secede from the Union

  


  
    February 9, 1861: Confederate States of America formed in Montgomery, Alabama

  


  
    February 11, 1861: Lincoln makes farewell address at Springfield, embarks for Washington

  


  
    March 4, 1861: Lincoln inaugurated in Washington, delivers First Inaugural Address

  


  
    March 29, 1861: Orders reinforcements sent to Fort Sumter

  


  
    April 12, 1861: Confederate forces open fire on Fort Sumter, beginning Civil War

  


  
    April 15, 1861: Lincoln calls for a temporary militia of 75,000 soldiers

  


  
    April 17, 1861: Virginia secedes from the Union

  


  
    April 18, 1861: Lincoln invites Robert E. Lee to head Union armies; Lee declines and resigns post

  


  
    April 19, 1861: Lincoln proclaims blockade against Southern ports

  


  
    April 27, 1861: Suspends writ of habeas corpus

  


  
    May 10, 1861: Declares martial law in Maryland

  


  
    June 3, 1861: Stephen Douglas dies in Chicago

  


  
    July 21, 1861: Union forces routed at First Manassas (Bull Run)

  


  
    July 22, 1861: Congress grants Lincoln considerable war powers

  


  
    August 1861: Declares martial law in Missouri

  


  
    November 1, 1861: George McClellan promoted to general-in-chief of Union forces

  


  
    November 8, 1861: Trent Affair strains relations with Britain

  


  
    December 26, 1861: Releases Confederate ministers detained during Trent Affair

  


  
    February 20, 1862: Son William Wallace Lincoln dies

  


  
    March 9, 1862: Ironclad warships Monitor and Virginia battle to a draw

  


  
    March 11, 1862: Lincoln takes supreme command of Union forces; McClellan begins Peninsular Campaign on Richmond

  


  
    April 6-7, 1862: Battle of Shiloh in Tennessee results in heavy losses for both sides

  


  
    April 16, 1862: Lincoln signs act abolishing slavery in District of Columbia

  


  
    April 24, 1862: David Farragut leads Union navy's seizure of New Orleans

  


  
    May 20, 1862: Homestead Act signed into law

  


  
    June 19, 1862: Slavery prohibited in United States territories

  


  
    June 25-July 1 1862: Seven Days' Battles in Virginia end in defeat and retreat for Union

  


  
    July 1, 1862: Pacific Railroad Act signed into law; Lincoln calls for 300,000 volunteers

  


  
    July 2, 1862: Morrill Land Grant Act signed into law

  


  
    July 11, 1862: Lincoln appoints Henry Halleck as general-in-chief of Union forces

  


  
    August 19, 1862: Reply to Horace Greeley editorial regarding war aims

  


  
    August 29-30, 1862: Union forces routed at Second Manassas (Bull Run)

  


  
    September 17, 1862: Union forces turn back the Confederate attack at the Battle of Antietam

  


  
    September 22, 1862: Lincoln issues a preliminary version of the Emancipation Proclamation

  


  
    October 3, 1862: Lincoln visits Union forces at Antietam

  


  
    November 5, 1862: Lincoln promotes Ambrose Burnside to direct Union forces in the east

  


  
    December 13, 1862: Union forces routed at Battle of Fredericksburg

  


  
    January 1, 1863: Emancipation Proclamation goes into effect

  


  
    January 2, 1863: Fighting at the Battle of Mumfreesboro ends inconclusively

  


  
    January 25, 1863: Lincoln names Joseph Hooker to command Union forces in the east

  


  
    January 29, 1863: Lincoln names U.S. Grant to command Union forces in the west

  


  
    February 25, 1863: Lincoln signs National Bank Act into law

  


  
    March 3, 1863: Lincoln signs Conscription Act into law amidst heavy protests

  


  
    May 1-4, 1863: Union forces routed at Chancellorsville

  


  
    May 19, 1863: Copperhead Clement L. Vallandigham arrested and banished from Union

  


  
    June 20, 1863:West Virginia admitted to Union as 35th state

  


  
    June 28, 1863: Lincoln names George Meade to command Union forces in the east

  


  
    July 1-3, 1863: Union forces victorious at Battle of Gettysburg

  


  
    July 4, 1863: Union forces seize Vicksburg, gain control of Mississippi River

  


  
    July 12-15, 1863: Draft riots occur in New York City

  


  
    September 19-20, 1863: Union forces routed at Chickamauga

  


  
    November 19, 1863: Lincoln delivers Gettysburg Address at dedication of national cemetery

  


  
    November 25, 1863: Union forces seize Chattanooga

  


  
    December 8, 1863: Lincoln issues initial plans for reconstruction

  


  
    March 9, 1864: Grant assumes command of all Union forces; William Tecumseh Sherman takes control in western theater

  


  
    June 8, 1864: Lincoln nominated for President by National Union Party

  


  
    June 15, 1864: Grant digs in for nine-month siege of Petersburg

  


  
    July 18, 1864: Lincoln calls for 500,000 more volunteers

  


  
    August 29, 1864: Democrats nominate McClellan for president on peace platform

  


  
    September 2, 1864: Sherman's forces break Confederate defenses and march on Atlanta

  


  
    October 19, 1864: Union forces gain control of Shenandoah Valley, Virginia

  


  
    November 8, 1864: Lincoln re-elected president

  


  
    November 15, 1864: Sherman burns Atlanta, begins march to the sea

  


  
    February 3, 1865: Lincoln attends unsuccessful peace conference in Hampton Roads, Virginia

  


  
    March 4, 1865: Lincoln delivers Second Inaugural Address

  


  
    March 11, 1865: Issues presidential pardon for Union deserters

  


  
    April 2, 1865: Grant's forces break Confederate defensive and march on Richmond

  


  
    April 4, 1865: Lincoln visits destruction at Richmond

  


  
    April 9, 1865: Lee surrenders to Grant near Appomattox Court House, Virginia

  


  
    April 11, 1865: Lincoln makes last public speech, concerning question of reconstruction

  


  
    April 14, 1865: Lincoln fatally shot by John Wilkes Booth while attending play at Ford's Theater, Washington, D.C.

  


  
    April 15, 1865: Lincoln dies at 7:22 a.m. from complications caused by gunshot wound

  


  
    May 4, 1865: Lincoln interred at Oak Ridge Cemetery, near Springfield, Illinois

  


  Summary and Analysis


  1809 - 1832


  Abraham Lincoln was born February 12, 1809, in a small log cabin on Nolin Creek, in Hardin County, Kentucky, near Hodgenville. His parents, Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks, were both of modest backgrounds and meager education. In later life, Lincoln would characterize both of his parents as having emerged, like him, "from the short and simple annals of the poor."


  The Lincoln side of the family has been traced with a fair degree of confidence to one Samuel Lincoln, a weaver who emigrated from England to Hingham, Massachusetts in 1637. Over time, the Lincolns scattered into various portions of the colonies. After settling for a time in Berks County, Pennsylvania, Abraham's Lincolns moved on to Rockingham County, Virginia, where his grandfather, also Abraham, and father Thomas were both born.


  In the closing years of the American Revolution, when Thomas was four, his father moved the family to Kentucky, where they settled near the outpost of Louisville. The frontier was a dangerous place in the years between independence and union, and in 1786 Abraham was killed during a native raid. After the death of his father, Thomas continued to pioneer through Kentucky and Tennessee, eventually settling in Hardin County during the first years of the nineteenth century.


  Little is known about Lincoln's mother. Nancy Hanks was born of an obscure Virginia family. According to Lincoln's close friend and law partner William Herndon, Lincoln himself believed that his mother was of illegitimate birth. No reliable likeness of Lincoln's mother survives, and controversy has swirled around the matter for well over a century. At any rate, from whatever stock, Nancy Hanks married Thomas Lincoln in 1806, while still a teenager. In addition to Abraham, Nancy bore two other children, Sarah in 1807 and Thomas, who died at birth in 1812.


  In 1811 the Lincoln family moved to a 230-acre farm on nearby Knob Creek. They spent five productive years there, moving only when a legal challenge arose to their deed of ownership. Rather than fight the suit out, Thomas Lincoln elected to move his family northwest to Indiana in December of 1816. Weather conditions were harsh during the journey, and at times the family had to hack through thick brush to make their way, literally clearing the frontier.


  The Lincoln family would spend the winter of 1817 under a makeshift shelter. Such rough living was a standard part of frontier living, and Abraham would spend a good portion of his childhood wielding an ax in the service of his father. These difficult years may have led to a feeling of paternal resentment in Abraham. When Thomas died in 1851, Lincoln neglected to attend the funeral, and sent nothing more than a note of cool condolence.


  Lincoln's hardy youth would later lend credence to his legend as a folksy, backwoods prophet, an image he did nothing to discourage. During the presidential campaign of 1860, he was trumpeted under the nickname of "rail- splitter," earned from his workaday childhood pastime. Lincoln the candidate went to great measures to cultivate a rough and ready rural demeanor, such as when he casually related a true story from youth in which, during his tenth year, he had been "kicked by a horse, and apparently killed for a time."


  Shortly after the brush with tragedy when Lincoln was kicked by a horse, misfortune truly struck the family when Nancy Hanks Lincoln suddenly died of milk sickness. Left to take care of two young children, Thomas Lincoln took the practical step and quickly re-married, to a Kentucky widow named Sarah Bush Johnston. With this, young Abraham acquired three step-siblings and a new mother, for whom he quickly developed a strong affection.


  From the first, Lincoln was a tall, gangly child, notable for his oversized extremities. For these reasons, some modern physicians have recently suggested that he may have been afflicted with Marfan's syndrome, an inherited disease that adversely affects connective and skeletal tissue and weakens the heart and the body in general. Most experts have dismissed this theory, pointing to Lincoln's hale and active constitution throughout youth and his clean bill of health during adulthood.


  Although Lincoln's parents were illiterate, he became a voracious reader from quite an early age. While the sum total of his formal schooling fell short of a year, he nevertheless enjoyed regular exposure to the Bible and assorted classics, including Aesop's Fables, Arabian Nights, Pilgrim's Progress, and Robinson Crusoe.


  The frontier of Lincoln's youth was a highly evangelical place, with several Protestant denominations competing fiercely to enhance their ranks. In 1823, when Lincoln was in the first flush of his teenage years, his parents joined the Baptist church. Despite this early allegiance, the young Lincoln never put too much stock in organized religion. As a result, he was sometimes viewed as a skeptic and even an infidel during his first years as a professional lawyer and politician. Nevertheless, he adamantly refused to join a specific church, although in later years, and especially during the depths of the Civil War, he became increasingly concerned with the nature of divine providence.


  In 1828, at the age of nineteen, Lincoln struck out on his own for the first time, as a hand on a flatboat bound for New Orleans. Lincoln was greatly impressed by the majesty and treachery of the Mississippi River. One evening, after making camp along shore, his party was attacked by a group of black men, whom they were able to escape after being slightly roughed up. Such dangers, even in the face of flood conditions, did not deter Lincoln from making a second trip to New Orleans three years later, in the service of a flatboat trader who later offered to set him up as a store clerk back in New Salem, Illinois.


  Lincoln had contributed heavily during his family's 1830 migration from Indiana to Macon County, Illinois, driving a team of oxen and working long hours in helping to construct a new family farm along the banks of the Sangamon River. When his father elected to relocate again less than two years later, Lincoln chose instead to make good on the trader's offer, and, little more than a self- described "piece of floating driftwood," he moved to New Salem to set up a new life for himself.


  During his first few months in New Salem, Lincoln lived and worked in the village store, taking advantage of idle hours to improve his theretofore meager education. In the spring of 1832, he decided to take advantage of his local popularity by making a run for the Illinois General Assembly. However, before he could begin to campaign in earnest, the Black Hawk War broke out.


  In pursuing a policy of frontier expansion during the early decades of the nineteenth century, the federal government had run into a series of skirmishes with hostile native populations. Thanks to superior firepower, the frontiersmen usually had their way, sending the natives scurrying further and further westward. President Andrew Jackson, one of the fiercest opponents of the native population, issued an executive order in 1831 removing the Sac and Fox tribes from their homelands in Illinois and Iowa. By way of retaliation, tribal leader Black Hawk decided to lead a group of displaced natives back to their homeland in an attempt to reclaim it.


  Upon the call for a militia by the governor of Illinois, Lincoln decided to enlist as a volunteer. In short order he was elected as captain of his volunteer company, and chose to re-enlist twice, serving a total of ninety days. Although Lincoln himself saw no actual combat during his term of service, Black Hawk and his followers were quickly chased back into Wisconsin, where they would wave the flag of surrender only to be annihilated anyway.


  As a reward for his service, at the tender age of twenty-three, Lincoln was granted a sizeable tract of land in Iowa, culled from the homeland of the browbeaten Sac and Fox.


  1832-1843 - Part 1


  Rather than make a further hazard of his fortunes on the Iowa frontier, Lincoln decided to return to New Salem at the conclusion of his military service. His time in the field had hampered his campaign for office, and he was defeated soundly in the August election despite a nearly unanimous return in his home precinct.


  With his political ambitions hampered, and the general store closed due to bankruptcy, Lincoln found himself out of a job in the autumn of 1832. He briefly considered an apprenticeship in the blacksmith trade, and also thought of law, but realized that he lacked the necessary education for a legal career. The following year he was named postmaster of New Salem, and also took up occasional work as a surveyor. In so doing, Lincoln generated a significant amount of debt, which he would later repay, earning him the nickname "Honest Abe."


  In 1834 Lincoln made a second bid for the Illinois General Assembly. This time he succeeded. As representative from Sangamon County, he represented the nascent Whig Party, which devoted itself under the national leadership of Senators Henry Clay and Daniel Webster to a platform of internal improvements, high tariffs and the maintenance of a national bank. All of these planks stood in opposition to President Jackson, who virtually dominated the Democratic Party during his eight years in office and would cast a lengthy shadow over national politics in the years to come.


  Lincoln himself would cast a lengthy shadow over Illinois state politics in the succeeding years, winning three consecutive re-election bids in Sangamon County, and serving in the General Assembly for a total of eight years. By 1838, he had amassed enough influence in Whig circles to gain the nomination and vote of the party in his bid for speaker of the House. However, the opposition would prevent his accession to the seat, a scenario that would replay itself in 1840. Such early obstacles must have proven to be an invaluable lesson in the crucial importance of diplomatic party politics.


  As a legislator in Illinois, Lincoln had an active, if somewhat mixed record. He was squarely behind the legislation that established a state bank of Illinois, and he had a large hand in the Whig power play that moved the state capital from the southern outpost of Vandalia to the more centrally located Springfield. Following the example of Clay, Lincoln also sponsored a sweeping piece of legislation calling for ambitious statewide internal improvements, including an elaborate system of railroads and canals. This proposal was accepted by the assembly, although the financial chaos that ensued from the Panic of 1837 prevented most of the plans from being realized, and the state was saddled with a sizeable debt as a result.


  In 1837, Lincoln took an early stand on the question of slavery, dissenting from a piece of legislation that condemned the activities of local abolition societies and lent general support to the institution of slavery. While Lincoln agreed on the harmful influence wielded by the overly zealous abolitionists, he also insisted, in contradiction of the majority opinion, that "the institution of slavery is founded on both injustice and bad policy."


  Perhaps Lincoln was emboldened to issue these strong words by a string of legislative successes, but more likely he had simply "found his feet" rhetorically as a result of his engagement with the law. On first being elected to the General Assembly in 1834, he had been encouraged by fellow first-term representative John T. Stuart to follow his inclination toward a legal career. During the next few years, Lincoln made an assiduous practice of reading law, often by candlelight, in his rooms in New Salem. By 1837, having received his license to practice, Lincoln decided to move to Springfield, the new state capital, in order to attend to his business as a legislator, and to become a partner in Stuart's law practice.


  For the next five years, Lincoln would work in close association with Stuart, gaining significant autonomy in 1838 when Stuart was elected to the United States House of Representatives. From this point until the time the two men dissolved their partnership in 1841, Lincoln made a steady business on the First Circuit, mainly pursuing debt-related matters related to Panic of 1837.


  When Lincoln realized that he would no longer be able to maintain the practice on his own, he formed an alliance with Stephen T. Logan. For the next three years, he traveled tirelessly on the Eighth Circuit, a massive district of 8,000 square miles. In the course of his practice, Lincoln ranged across the entire breadth of the state, east to the Indiana border and west to the Missouri border.


  Because of his long hours of labor and travel, often by horseback in those early frontier years, Lincoln was able to amass a respectable amount of money for himself, earning up to $1500 in a single year, often in pieces of two and three dollars per commission. This sum, piecemeal though it was, outstripped the circuit judges and the governor of Illinois. With his financial, political, and professional stars rising, Lincoln turned his attention to Springfield society, in hopes of finding a wife and establishing a family.


  1832-1853 Part 2: Love, Marriage, and Family


  Although considered apocryphal by many, Lincoln's early romance with Ann Rutledge has entered the annals of American folklore. Rutledge was born in Kentucky in 1813 and moved to Illinois at the age of sixteen. The Rutledges were among the founding families of New Salem, and they set up a tavern in the town. Lincoln boarded with them for a short time upon arriving in New Salem. Additionally, he and Ann were classmates under the tutelage of Mentor Graham, the local schoolmaster. Despite their affinities, Ann became engaged to another man, who subsequently abandoned her.


  Many have speculated that Lincoln and Rutledge were unofficially engaged thereafter, on the understanding that they would be free to marry after Lincoln obtained a measure of standing in the legal profession. But in the summer of 1835, Rutledge fell ill, probably with typhoid fever. As she lay dying, Lincoln made a final private visit to her. In later life, Lincoln visited her gravesite frequently. The periods of melancholy to which he was so prone throughout his life may well stem from this early trauma. In confidence, right up until his death, Lincoln would reveal her continuing presence in his memories and thoughts.


  After Lincoln's death, the story of Ann Rutledge became something of a cause celebre. Right up to her dying day, Lincoln's wife Mary Todd Lincoln vehemently denied the whole affair. However, in 1866 Lincoln's longtime law partner William H. Herndon conducted an exhaustive series of interviews among former residents of New Salem to prove the veracity of the story. Among the many who participated in the interviews, Mentor Graham himself went on record to reveal the unofficial engagement between Lincoln and Rutledge, recalling that Lincoln had contemplated suicide in the aftermath of Rutledge's death. Even in the face of this evidence, naysayers continue to deny that any romantic relationship existed between Lincoln and Rutledge, pointing to Herndon's bitter hatred for Mary Todd Lincoln, and thus a hidden agenda in his pursuit and presentation of the matter.


  In any event, Lincoln, though much affected by Rutledge's death, eventually composed himself and began to court again. In 1836, on the rebound and somewhat off the cuff, he proposed marriage to Mary Owens, a largish 28-year-old Kentucky woman visiting her sister in New Salem. However, Lincoln continued to be plagued by sporadic bouts of depression, which perhaps diminished him in Owens's eyes. When he proposed marriage in the summer of 1837, she turned him down, remarking in a letter that he lacked "those little links which make up the chain of a woman's happiness."


  After this failed courtship, Lincoln moved to Springfield for legal, political, and perhaps social reasons. But Lincoln's first months in Springfield were by no means a social success. On account of his gangly carriage and rough manners, he found himself somewhat out of place in the more polished circles he tended increasingly to frequent. It wasn't until the end of 1839, well into his thirtieth year, that Lincoln met his future wife at a Springfield dance. Mary Todd, a twenty-one-year-old belle from a distinguished Kentucky family, had recently arrived in the Illinois state capital to stay with her older sister Elizabeth and brother in-law Ninian Edwards. Lincoln was drawn to her at once, and they became engaged in less than a year.


  From the beginning, the engagement was a troubled one. The Edwards and Todd families disapproved of the courtship, considering Lincoln a country bumpkin unfit for the grace of Mary's hand. With a lack of support for the relationship, and burdened additionally with doubts of his own, Lincoln broke off the engagement with Mary Todd on New Year's Day, 1841. More than eighteen months would pass before their reconciliation, a period in which Lincoln engaged in some reckless and unprecedented behavior.


  Despite his firmly established place in the Illinois State Legislature, Lincoln decided not to seek re-election in 1842, and later that same year he found himself in an extremely awkward situation when he was challenged to a duel after writing a series of lampoons against the state auditor, James Shields. Facing the absurd prospect of mortal combat over what seemed to Lincoln a trifling issue of honor, the two men were finally able to make amends, and the duel was called off. Still, the incident caused Lincoln a considerable amount of embarrassment. His ensuing shame was overcome only by the arrival of his wedding day on November 4, 1842, when he was united with Mary Todd in Springfield's first Episcopalian marriage ceremony.


  In the early years of her marriage, Mary Todd Lincoln lived considerably below the means to which she had grown up accustomed. For the first eighteen months, the newlyweds lived in a modest Springfield boardinghouse. Finally, in early 1844 they purchased a frame house in the city that would serve as their home for the next sixteen years. It was the only house Lincoln ever owned.


  Children were born regularly to the Lincolns, in the form of four sons evenly spaced out. The eldest, Robert Todd, was born in 1843. Edward Baker followed in 1846, but died prematurely in 1850 at the age of four. His loss was compensated for by the birth of William Wallace, called Willie, later that same year. Finally, Thomas, called Tad, born in 1853, completed the list.


  Lincoln was frequently absent due to his legal commitments, and during his term in Congress, he was obligated to stay in Washington while Mary made frequent and lengthy visits to Lexington to stay with her family. Many have speculated as to the caustic, and even loveless, nature of the Lincoln marriage. Did Lincoln maintain an undying affection for the late Rutledge throughout his adult life? Such idle speculation aside, it is clear that the Lincolns were plagued by the tensions that had characterized their bond even in courtship. Nevertheless, the Lincolns were united in the love of their children, made a smart couple in public, and quickly grew to prominence in the ranks of Springfield society.


  1843-early 1850s


  With only his law practice to sustain him, but still harboring political ambitions, Lincoln decided to make a bid for the Whig nomination in a Congress race in 1843. Much to his dismay, he failed to garner the necessary support even in his home county, and once again he was forced to wait until the next elections to realize his goal. Later that same year, he was mentioned as a candidate for governor of Illinois, but he had no interest in pursuing the position.


  In 1844, Lincoln threw his political energy into the presidential race, campaigning actively for his longtime role model and third-time Whig candidate Henry Clay. Due to the third-party candidacy of former president Martin Van Buren, the Democrats were eventually swept into office on the manifest destiny platform of James K. Polk. As the strongest supporter of the annexation of Texas, Polk was able to carry expansionist Illinois, much to the chagrin of Lincoln.


  Two years later, Lincoln successfully secured the Whig nomination for a seat in Congress. During the campaign, the Mexican War broke out, and became a major issue in the race. Lincoln reserved his doubts about the conflict, urging young men to volunteer rather than dissecting Polk's motivations or aims. This conservative strategy proved successful, and despite Illinois's reputation as a Democratic stronghold, Lincoln was swept into office by a sizeable majority.


  Due to the progress of the war, the Thirtieth Congress did not convene until December 1847, over a year after Lincoln had been elected. By all accounts, in his single, shortened term in Washington, Lincoln failed to leave a significant mark. The only major legislative proposal he fowarded was a plan to establish the gradual and compensated emancipation of slaves in the District of Columbia, subject to free white approval.


  This moderate piece of legislation was ultimately scrapped in draft form, for it displeased the abolitionists as a spineless piece of conservatism, and it infuriated the slaveholders as a radical threat to their own interests. Having lost his chance to diminish the institution of slavery, Lincoln sought to contain it, voting in support of the Wilmot Proviso, which provided that all territory gained from the Mexican War would remain free soil.


  Although he had masked his initial objections to the Mexican War, and had approved the appropriation of funding for warfare, Lincoln later took the Whig Party line in condemning President Polk for what was termed an unnecessary and unconstitutional act of aggression. As one of the most vocal proponents of this censure, Lincoln made a speech on the House floor in which he pointed out that the Mexicans had made no hostile acts toward the United States and had been attacked in an area which was rightfully theirs. Most significantly, Lincoln reasoned, Polk had overstepped his executive powers "because the power of levying war is vested in Congress, and not in the President.... No one man should have that power."


  Such anti-expansionist views were not well-received in Lincoln's home state, where his constituents felt they had been misrepresented by a young upstart. Lincoln did not seek re-election in 1848, and the Whigs lost their seat in Congress despite gaining the presidency under Zachary Taylor.


  Most relevant to his immediate political career, Lincoln had been a vigorous champion of internal improvements, and helped the Whig cause by earning large amounts of federal funding for this purpose. In hopes of furthering his influence, Lincoln jockeyed to become Commissioner of the General Land Office, but was unsuccessful in securing the appointment. Nevertheless, he was offered a position as secretary, and later as governor, of the Oregon Territory. But with no wish to press his frontier luck again, he instead retired back to Springfield to take up his vocation as a lawyer once more.


  In 1844, Lincoln had formed a partnership with a young clerk named William H. Herndon that would last until Lincoln's death in 1865. Ten years Lincoln's junior, the fire-brand Herndon was a fine complement to the more laconic Lincoln, whom he treated with a certain measure of deference as an elder. The two men worked together with a remarkable degree of good fellowship and trust, sharing all profits evenly in the absence of a zeal for record keeping.


  When Lincoln returned from Washington in the spring of 1849, he resumed his law practice in earnest, continuing to build his reputation as a formidable lawyer of unyielding integrity. As his statewide profile grew ever larger, he began to take on more diversified and significant cases. He continued to travel across the state on the Eighth Circuit, and began to appear before the state supreme court regularly. He also assumed federal cases on occasion, taking on clients from such major eastern metropolitan centers as Boston, New York, and Philadelphia.


  Lincoln's practice was certainly facilitated by the growth of the railroad, which he himself had helped to foster as both lawyer and statesman. Lincoln himself lobbied on behalf of the Illinois Central Railroad and helped them to obtain their charter. He was retained as their attorney thereafter, defending them successfully in their bid for immunity from county tax. Subsequently, he was forced to sue the company in order to collect his legal fee of five thousand dollars, which he was duly awarded. In another notable case, he saved the first bridge to span the Mississippi River, Rock Island Bridge, from being destroyed in the interests of riverboat traffic.


  In the early 1850s, Lincoln had an extremely active law practice, representing various railroads, banks, insurance companies, merchants and manufacturers. He also took on the occasional criminal trial, once famously defending a man accused of murder by employing a lunar chart in The Farmer's Almanack to discredit the testimony of a witness. Generally, Lincoln's work was less glamorous, concerning patent suits, deeds, land registers, taxes, and simple legal advice. Although he sat in as a judge on a few occasions, he had no specific political aspirations to obtain a judgeship.


  Although he himself was morally opposed to the institution of slavery, Lincoln as lawyer and politician was frequently forced to separate personal views from professional stances. As such, he represented both slaves and slave owners in courts of law, but while he was successful in gaining freedom for a slave sold in Illinois, he failed to restore a slave family to a slaveowner who attempted to reclaim them. And although Lincoln was willing to defend either side of the slave question as a prairie lawyer, the time was fast approaching when such compromises with regard to the "peculiar institution" would no longer be possible.


  1850-1857


  Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas first met in 1834, as rising first-term representatives in the Illinois General Assembly. The two men were twenty-four and twenty-one, respectively. From the first, they had been healthy rivals, each pulling a considerable amount of weight within his own party. Additionally, Douglas had briefly courted Mary Todd before Lincoln won her hand.


  Although three years Lincoln's junior, Douglas enjoyed a quicker ascent to national prominence. As Lincoln's last term in the state legislature expired, Douglas earned an appointment to the state supreme court. When Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846, Douglas enjoyed a promotion to senator in the bargain. By the early 1850s, Douglas enjoyed a reputation as one of the sharpest young orators and politicians in the Senate.


  From the beginning, Douglas's position slavery stood in stark contrast to Lincoln's. Whereas Lincoln was wont to style slavery as a moral evil, Douglas was somewhat indifferent as to the morality of slavery, and far more concerned with the politics of the issue that was beginning to tear the nation apart at the seams.


  Henry Clay, in his inimitable way, had once again stepped in to save the union with his Compromise of 1850, which provided for the admission of California as a free state, the organization of the New Mexico and Utah territories without mention of slavery, the abolishment of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and, most significantly, a powerful federal fugitive slave law designed to restore runaway slaves back to their masters. Lincoln, always a great admirer of Clay, personally approved of the Compromise of 1850. Two years later, upon Clay's death, Lincoln would praise him for his compassionate moderate politics in a public eulogy.


  Therefore, it must have been especially galling to Lincoln when Douglas effectively nullified Clay's Missouri Compromise with the passage of his controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. In this piece of legislation, the original line dividing free states from slave states was ignored, since each territory seeking entry into the union was empowered to decide the question of slavery for themselves under the system of popular sovereignty.


  Douglas was primarily motivated to advance the doctrine of popular sovereignty in order to garner support for quite another project. Plans for the transcontinental railroad were being laid out, and there was some debate as to whether the eastern terminus of the track should be at Chicago or New Orleans. Wishing to improve the lot of his home state, and recognizing the necessity of the railroad to the industrial growth of the middle west, Douglas threw the Kansas-Nebraska Act into the ring in hopes that he could earn southern votes for his Chicago campaign. In the short term, this proved to be a brilliant political move for Douglas, as he succeeded in securing the railroad for the north and won the approval and support of the south in one fell swoop. However, in the longer view, Douglas's politicking would prove to be his own undoing, and indeed, the undoing of the union.


  At this time, Lincoln was not an abolitionist per se, but he was firmly committed to the containment of slavery within the United States. Though he was morally opposed to slavery, he had no wish to upset the balance of the union by campaigning too harshly against the rights of the southern states. His approach had always been to campaign for state-sponsored repeal rather than the force of federal legislation. There can be no disputing that Lincoln accepted the existence and continuation of slavery in the southern states during much of the 1850s. However, with the introduction of Douglas's popular sovereignty, Lincoln aired his fears that the African slave trade would presently be revived, turning America into vast slave empire.


  In an effort to prevent this scenario from occurring, Lincoln decided to re- enter politics, with the clearly defined goal of assailing Douglas's Kansas-Nebraska Act. Originally he had no intention of campaigning directly, but after a powerful speech at Peoria, he was elected once again to the Illinois General Assembly, and found himself as a potential candidate for a Senate seat.


  After gaining the support of the Whigs, Lincoln resigned his newly won seat in the state legislature and made a concerted push for Senate election. Although the balloting was close, Lincoln again came up short at the hands of his Democrat opposition, and found himself sidelined once again. This was a keen disappointment for Lincoln, and once again he retreated into the confines of his legal practice, his political future uncertain at best.


  Despite Lincoln's loss, the national tide against Douglas was beginning to rise. Douglas's Kansas-Nebraska Act was fiercely opposed in the Senate by politicians of national reputation such as Salmon Chase of Ohio, William Seward of New York and Charles Sumner of Massachusetts. After Sumner aired a series of sharp criticisms against several supporters of popular sovereignty, he was attacked on the Senate floor by Preston Brooks of South Carolina. The nation was beginning to come apart at the seams.


  Nowhere was the tension over popular sovereignty more palpable than in Kansas, where Douglas's legislation was being put to the test. With the gauntlet laid down for a shouting match, free-soilers and slavers alike rushed in to settle Kansas in hopes of controlling state policy. Rival delegations quickly emerged, with a pro-slavery government assembling in Lecompton and a rival free- soil government assembling in Topeka. Then, in May of 1856, a group of slavers sacked the free-soil stronghold of Lawrence. Throughout the summer and into the fall, open civil war raged in Kansas between the rival factions. In one of the most significant incidents, a virulent abolitionist named John Brown hacked five slavers to death at Pottawatomie Creek. Popular sovereignty was quickly degenerating into anarchy.


  Out of the increasingly heated debate over the slavery question, a new political party emerged in time for the 1856 presidential elections. Called the Republicans, they were an amalgamation of various factions united by their opposition to the spread of slavery. For president, they nominated the western explorer John C. Fremont on a platform of expansionism and opposition to popular sovereignty. At the convention, Lincoln himself received a significant portion of votes for vice president, but slipped off the list on succeeding ballots due to his regional obscurity.


  Lincoln campaigned actively on Fremont's behalf, and the Republicans gained significant support particularly in the Northeast. However, certain southern politicians threatened secession in the event of a Fremont win, and a moderate electorate eventually swept the more conservative Democrat, James Buchanan, into office.


  By early 1857, free-soilers outnumbered slavers in Kansas, but slavers still controlled the political machine. Like President Franklin Pierce before him, Buchanan supported the entry of Kansas as a slave state. However, Douglas united with a block of Republican voters to prevent this prospect, insisting on a proper application of popular sovereignty. A series of corrupt and inconclusive statewide referendums ensued, and eventually the issue was tabled in the face of continued bloodshed. Ultimately, Kansas would be admitted to the union in January of 1861 as a free state. But by then, the very state of the union itself had been called into question.


  1857-1860 - Part 1


  On March 6, 1857, two days after President Buchanan was inaugurated, the Supreme Court issued a landmark decision. With the help of several prominent abolitionists, Dred Scott, a slave, had presented a suit for his freedom on the grounds that after residing in a free state for a fixed period of years, he could not legally be restored to a state of slavery as per the terms of the Missouri Compromise.


  In a 5-4 decision, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney explained that as a slave, Scott had no rights under the Constitution, and thus no liberty to present a case in a Federal court. Further, since slaves were property, and since the Fifth Amendment spelled out that no person could be deprived of "life, liberty or property without due process of the law," the Federal government was powerless to prohibit the practice of slavery anywhere in the Union.


  The Dred Scott decision proved a serious blow to the abolitionists, and a seemingly incontrovertible victory for the south. Further, it appeared to undermine the Kansas-Nebraska Act, for in the assertion that the federal government was powerless to deprive an individual of his property, the corresponding powerlessness of a state government seemed implicit. While Stephen Douglas desperately attempted to reconcile the Dred Scott decision with his principle of popular sovereignty, Lincoln prepared to face off against him in the 1858 Senate election.


  Upon gaining the Republican nomination in July, Lincoln made a forceful speech at the Illinois statehouse in Springfield, speaking ominously of the task before the nation. "A house divided against itself cannot stand," he famously remarked, continuing on to assert his belief that "the government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free." At a certain point, Lincoln concluded, the nation must eventually become "all one thing, or all the other." Although at the time, his inflammatory speech was viewed as a rash political miscalculation that earned him no favor among moderates, it was also a prophecy that would set him apart as the eventual leader of the Union cause.


  Douglas, although more influential in Washington than ever before, recognized the formidable challenge that Lincoln presented to him back in Illinois. "I shall have my hands full," Douglas admitted in sizing up his chances against Lincoln. "He is the strong man of his party...full of wit, facts, dates...and the best stump speaker, with his droll ways and dry jokes, in the West. He is as honest as he is shrewd, and if I beat him my victory will be hardly won."


  In an effort to improve his standing among the electorate, with little to lose and everything to gain, Lincoln challenged Douglas to a series of debates at various sites around the state. Douglas accepted, and the rest is history. Throughout the summer and early autumn, the two men met on seven separate occasions, making lengthy, impassioned speeches in front of large, enthusiastic crowds ranging upwards of fifteen thousand. After each debate, the press would relay the highlights back east, and readers nationwide followed the progress of the campaign as it unfolded.


  Douglas and Lincoln formed a striking pair on the stage. The bellicose, stout Douglas stood a mere five feet, four inches, but possessed a booming bass voice that belied his stature. By contrast, the lanky Lincoln, at six feet, four inches, had an incongruously high-pitched delivery.


  A microcosm of the national dialogue, the Lincoln-Douglas debates focused mainly on the question of slavery in the union. While Lincoln emphasized the moral aspect of the slave debate, Douglas elected to take a more conservative tack, sticking strictly to the legalities of slavery. In the second debate, at Freeport, Lincoln decided to attack Douglas on his own front.


  As Lincoln reasoned, the Dred Scott decision had identified slaves as property. Since federal and state governments could not deprive a citizen of property without due process, the slavery question fell beyond the jurisdiction of all legislatures. Therefore, by decree of the Supreme Court as of March 6, 1857, the doctrine of popular sovereignty, as stated in the Kansas-Nebraska Act, was effectively to be null and void. How then, wondered Lincoln, could Douglas continue to support two seemingly contradictory positions?


  Douglas's famous defense, known since as the Freeport Doctrine, was a crafty piece of political legwork. As the eminent example of democracy in action, went Douglas's explanation, popular sovereignty still applied and would continue to apply. Dismissing the court's opinion as irrelevant, Douglas continued: "It matters not what way the Supreme Court may hereafter decide as to the abstract question whether slavery may or may not go into a territory under the constitution. The people have the lawful means to introduce it or exclude it as they please, for the reason that slavery cannot exist a day or an hour anywhere, unless it is supported by local police regulations established by the local legislature."


  By this logic, since an electorate possessed the power to choose their representatives, they could treat an election as a referendum and decree a majority mandate, whether in support of free soil or slavery. It wasn't up to the federal courts to decide the matter anyway, as only local enforcement could really determine the policies and practices of any confined domain. Rhetorically sound, and for practical purposes most likely correct, Douglas's words nevertheless rang false and menacing in the ears of the national media. Such a position, they argued, was for all intents and purposes an endorsement of mob rule over the rule of law.


  In Illinois, however, where the frontier spirit continued to persist, such strong sentiments in support of states' rights were roundly applauded. Douglas was able to hold his positions despite the repeated challenges of an increasingly confident Lincoln. On Lincoln's part, the parry against slavery was made, but the thrust was withheld, so Lincoln managed to maintain the support of both abolitionists and moderates. He actually outpolled Douglas in the popular vote, but due to the gerrymandering of districts, Douglas was re-elected in the legislature by a vote of 54 to 46.


  Despite his disappointment at another narrow defeat, Lincoln was correct to recognize the setback as "a slip and not a fall." He had emerged from the debates as a figure of national stature, his star rising as quickly as any other in the Republican Party. Because of his strong words against slavery, he had gained the special notice of the northeastern contingent, who were growing ever more inclined to press the cause of abolition, but disinclined to bring an overly radical voice to the national debate. As the weeks and months passed and the presidential election of 1860 grew ever closer, Lincoln's name was increasingly mentioned as a possible candidate.


  1857-1860 - Part 2


  With tumult raging in Kansas, and torn between an increasing tide of radicalism in both the pro-slave South and the abolitionist North, the Democrats suffered heavy losses in the midterm elections of 1858. The beneficiaries of this sectional rivalry were the Republicans, who picked up seats across the northern and western states, and firmed up their position as a legitimate opposition party.


  In a symbolic act that captured the imagination of some and roused the indignation of others, John Brown struck again in October of 1859, this time at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. Already notorious for his massacre at Pottawatomie Creek and a succeeding slave-liberation raid in Missouri, this time Brown made the attempt to seize a federal arsenal with the intention of instigating a slave revolt.


  President Buchanan sent in troops at once, and Brown was seized by a company led by Generals Robert E. Lee and J. E. B. Stuart. Summarily tried and executed, Brown became a hero and martyr to abolitionists nationwide. Meanwhile, more moderate politicians like Seward and Lincoln himself denounced Brown for his lawlessness, which to them eclipsed his righteous cause.


  When Lincoln learned that the Republican nominating convention for the 1860 elections would be held in Chicago, he decided to officially announce his candidacy for the presidency. This was in fact a calculated political move, done less in the hopes of actual success than out of a desire to win his home state delegates and improve his chances for the 1864 senatorial campaign. However, once in the presidential ring, the momentum began to gather, and after a rousing speech at New York City's Cooper Institute, Lincoln emerged as a definite contender for the nomination. Finding himself a legitimate candidate, Lincoln admitted to a friend that "the taste is in my mouth a little."


  Meanwhile, the strife-ridden Democratic Party met on April 23 in Charleston, South Carolina in hopes of ironing out their differences. Although Douglas was the party favorite, his loyalty to popular sovereignty above and beyond the Dred Scott decision did not sit well with the southern constituency. In an attempt to win back his southern critics, Douglas had pushed a sedition law through Congress, suppressing all declarations against slavery in public or private.


  But such measures were a sidestep from the true controversy, which revolved around the place of slavery in the territories. And in this, Douglas and his allies refused to budge. After the northern wing of the party defeated a motion to protect slavery in the territories, the threat of an actual split became a reality. The delegates from Alabama led a dramatic exodus out of the convention, followed by representatives from Mississippi, Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida, Texas and scattered other states.


  With the Democratic Party in shambles, the Republican Convention became all the more crucial. If the Democrats could not heal their sectional feud, the vote would be split, and the Republicans would stand an excellent chance of carrying the election in November—all the more reason for the judicious selection of a candidate who would make a strong national impression without offending the sizable block of moderate voters. Seizing his chance to capitalize on the situation, Lincoln made a strong showing at his state nominating convention in Illinois, and locked up the votes of twenty-two delegates. But when the Republicans gathered together in Chicago a week later, Seward and Chase stood above the pack as favorites for the nomination.


  There can be no doubt that Lincoln's chances were boosted by the fact that the convention was being held in his backyard. In fact, Chicago had originally been agreed upon as a site on the understanding that it would be neutral, without a favorite son in the running. Now, with Lincoln emerging as the favorite son, he profited from advantages left and right. The newly-built "Wigwam" convention center packed in ten thousand people and more, many of whom gained entry illegally by using tickets forged by Judge David Davis, a fervent Lincoln booster and Eighth Circuit Court Judge in Illinois. These same locals had been able to make it to Chicago thanks to reduced rail rates that had been announced especially for the occasion. With a handful of underhanded campaign promises engineered by Davis in the mix, Lincoln was sure to pick up votes as the balloting proceeded.


  As it stood, he did surprisingly well on the first ballot, picking up 102 votes and placing a strong second behind Seward's 173.5. Gradually, he began to creep up toward the necessary number, until he stood only a few votes shy. When a Lincoln supporter promised the Ohio delegation a top post for Chase, four voters swung to Lincoln, and the nomination was official. A unanimous vote of confidence followed, and on May 18, 1860, Lincoln found himself the Republican nominee for president.


  To improve their regional chances in a national election, the Republicans named Senator Hannibal Hamlin of Maine as their vice-presidential candidate. Their ambitious platform called for the containment of slavery, the abolishment of popular sovereignty, a free Kansas, high tariffs, railroad expansion and the encouragement of homesteading on the frontier. Already, the party was beginning to mold itself in Lincoln's image.


  Wary of the upstart Lincoln and his Republican bandwagon, the remaining Democrats reconvened one month later on June 18 in Baltimore. Many of the southerners who had walked out at the April convention re-applied for admission to the party, in hopes of preventing Douglas's nomination. However, the differences between the two groups were for the most part irreconcilable, and though a few delegates regained their seats, the large majority walked out again. With his fiercest opponents out of the way, Douglas was chosen on the second ballot. But it was a Pyrrhic victory, since party disunity was likely to hurt his chances for election on the national stage.


  Convening at Richmond, the Southern Democrats decided to nominate their own candidate, in the person of Vice President John Breckenridge of Kentucky. And to muddle matters more, a fourth party named Constitutional Union appeared, nominating John Bell of Tennessee on the platform of preserving peace between the increasingly hostile North and South.


  In keeping with traditions of the day, Lincoln did nothing to campaign on his own behalf. For their part, the Republicans made a fierce push on behalf of Lincoln. Due to the quirks of the electoral college, where the simple majority winner in each state takes all of the votes, the Republicans knew that Lincoln could abandon a southern campaign and still win the national election if he was able to carry enough northern states.


  Douglas, losing crucial moderate votes to Bell, was as a result running a clear second to Lincoln in the north and a clear second to Breckenridge in the South. Slowly he began to recognize that he had no chance of winning the national race. Conceding the result to Lincoln a month before Election Day, he began a speaking tour of the south in what amounted to a desperate attempt to preserve the Union.


  The results of the election, held on November 6, 1860, are most instructive to a student of American electoral democracy. Lincoln won some 1,866,000 votes out of almost 4.7 million cast. He received the most votes of any candidate, but did not secure a majority by any means. In fact, he won less than forty percent of the popular vote, the lowest take of any victorious president. His three opponents out-polled him in combination by almost a million votes, and Douglas and Bell as a pair had a larger take of the popular vote.


  But in the electoral college, Lincoln was king. Because the northern states as a bloc had a significantly larger population, they had a much higher proportion of electoral votes. Therefore, as the clear northern winner, carrying every northern state except New Jersey, which he split, Lincoln tallied 180 votes in the electoral college.


  Meanwhile Douglas, although polling second in the popular vote with approximately 1,380,000 votes, was able to win only 12 votes in the electoral college. On the strength of their regional appeal, even Breckenridge and Bell, although enjoying much lower popular results, garnered more support than Douglas from the electoral college, winning 72 and 39 votes, respectively.


  Ironically, it was Douglas's defense of states rights—which would become the rallying cry of the Confederacy during the Civil War—that damaged his credibility in the south during the election of 1860. But at the time of the election, a friendly federal policy in the form of the Dred Scott decision protected the right of slavery to exist and expand. Time after time, the Federal government had placated the southerners with legislation to contain slavery without destroying or even vilifying it. But after the divisive election of 1860, with Lincoln about to take the oath of office under a highly regional mandate, the days of appeasement and conciliation were numbered.


  1860-1861


  In the period between Lincoln's election in November and his inauguration in March, the Union disintegrated. On November 9, three short days after Lincoln's election, a secession convention was called in South Carolina. Although no definitive action was taken, South Carolina's senators resigned from Congress the next day. In the following weeks, several southern states would consider seriously the possibility of leaving the union.


  In December, President Buchanan made his final address to Congress. As a lame duck, Buchanan took a characteristically pasty stance, calling secession illegal but also failing to recognize the Federal government's capacity to prevent such action. With his administration winding down and sectional conflict heating up, Buchanan began to lose the members of his cabinet one by one. On December 8, Secretary of Treasury Howell Cobb of Georgia presented his resignation, indicating his view that secession was a necessary step for the southern states. Less than a week later, Secretary of State Lewis Cass of Michigan would also resign, but for very different reasons, feeling that Buchanan was not taking a strong enough stand against the threat of secession.


  Finally, on December 20, 1860, against the best efforts of President Buchanan to the contrary, South Carolina officially seceded from the Union. As the home state of the late John C. Calhoun, champion of nullification, South Carolina had tested the constitutional basis of union before, but it had never stepped quite this far into the unknown. Implausible and unlikely as it might have seemed, the United States had become two nations.


  In a last desperate attempt to preserve what remained of the Union, and to bring South Carolina back into the fold, Senator John J. Crittenden of Kentucky attempted to follow in the steps of his fellow statesman Clay with a compromise that would be amenable to all sides. His proposal provided for the restoration of the boundary drawn under the Missouri Compromise, an even stricter fugitive slave law, federal compensation for owners of runaway slaves, and territorial entry into the Union on the basis of popular sovereignty. In addition, a congressional proviso would prevent the Constitution from being amended in such as to prohibit slavery in states where it already existed.


  The Crittenden Compromise enjoyed considerable support, but in the end it was Lincoln who rejected it as untenable. Satisfied though he was with the idea of guaranteeing the right of slavery in states where it existed, Lincoln insisted that the government could "entertain no proposition for a compromise in regard to the extension of slavery." Crittenden would suffer as much as any in this final failure to reach middle ground: one of his sons remained with the Union in the Civil War while the other defected to the Confederacy.


  With an insurgent state government in his midst, President Buchanan was faced with a crisis in the closing days of his administration. In attempt to cut their losses in truant South Carolina, federal agents had bolstered their position at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor on December 26. Reasserting independence from the federal government, South Carolina demanded a total evacuation of the harbor. Buchanan refused to comply, and sent a ship full of reinforcements and supplies down to Charleston a few days later. With this act, Buchanan lost the remainder of his cabinet, which had been liquidated completely in less than a month.


  When the federal ship arrived in Charleston Harbor on January 9, South Carolina opened fire against it, and Buchanan decided to withdraw, content to possess Fort Sumter if not to reinforce it. That would become Lincoln's problem. So too would the continuing tide of secession. In the aftermath of the Charleston skirmish, four more states seceded from the Union: Mississippi on the day of the clash, Florida the day after, Alabama the day after that, and Georgia one week later.


  Hoping to stem the momentum of secession, Virginia representatives proposed a national peace conference on January 19. However, the integrity of the conference was undermined by a boycott from the Deep South, and without national representation little could be accomplished. In late January Kansas was admitted to the Union as a free state, but this could hardly compensate for the defection of two more states, Louisiana on January 26 and Texas on February 1.


  In early February, the seceded states met in Montgomery, Alabama to form an alliance, which they termed the Confederate States of America. A constitution was drafted, and Jefferson Davis, a former senator who had recently resigned his seat in Washington, was named and inaugurated as president.


  Amidst this national drama, on February 11, Lincoln set out from his Springfield home en route to Washington for his inauguration. In his brief but moving farewell address to his townsmen, he affectionately took their leave, "not knowing when or whether ever I may return." A twelve-day train trip ensued, with stops scheduled for various eastern cities along the way. Security was at a maximum on the rails, and Lincoln was whisked in and out of several locales, often under cover of darkness. Combined with Lincoln's emerging whiskers (grown at the suggestion of a young correspondent), his furtive journey to Washington gave him something of the air of a fugitive in the land he was poised to command.


  As Lincoln drew closer and closer to Washington, the level of tension grew higher and higher. Lincoln cut short his visit to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and left Philadelphia promptly after his advisers received word of an assassination plot. Menace was also looming in Baltimore, where another assassination attempt was said to be lurking.


  Despite the various threats on his life, Lincoln made it safely to Washington at the end of February. But in the bargain his credibility suffered at the hands of those who lampooned his secretive, almost frightened, journey east. Attempting to silence his critics, Lincoln delivered a firm, forceful inaugural address on March 4. Reasserting the dual rights of the federal and state governments, Lincoln denied any wish to interfere with the question of slavery in the southern states. Rather than harping on the need to contain slavery, Lincoln chose to place his emphasis on the necessity of preserving the Union.


  In the interest of the Union's integrity, Lincoln resolved to "hold, occupy and possess the property and places belonging to the government." It would be up to the states to decide whether such a resolution would necessitate warfare. On the podium, this was a master stroke of rhetoric by Lincoln, but in practical terms the statement was a meaningless one. The Union was prepared to do what it had to in order to keep what it felt was rightfully its own, and if aggression followed suit then so be it.


  Recognizing the precariousness of his political situation, Lincoln made every effort to turn his northern rivals into friends. He named William Seward Secretary of State, and Salmon Chase Secretary of Treasury. Additionally, he had several promises to fulfill as a result of the finagling his supporters had engaged in at the Republican nominating convention. One such arrangement was realized in the nomination of Simon Cameron as Secretary of War, which would prove to be a post of more than usual importance in this particular administration. But as a purely political appointment, Cameron would not last long, being replaced less than a year later by the indefatigable Edwin Stanton.


  The result of Lincoln's cabinet decisions was an eclectic and diverse cabinet of Republicans who held varying views on the questions of slavery and union. It is a mark of Lincoln's political adroitness that he was even able to win the ear and loyalty of Stephen Douglas, his former rival and erstwhile Democrat. At the inauguration, Douglas made a symbolic gesture by holding Lincoln's hat and cane as Lincoln delivered his inaugural address.


  In the first months of the administration, Douglas was a loyal supporter and trusted adviser to Lincoln. Tragically, on a diplomatic speaking tour of the Confederacy in the spring of 1861, Douglas contracted typhoid fever and died on June 3 in Chicago. Lincoln, normally loath to form close relationships, wept openly at news of the loss of his foremost rival and longtime friend. Only a few short years before, the two men had argued passionately about a question that threatened to divide the Union. And within a few short years, by working to repair that divide, both men would surrender their lives in the service of the Union.


  1861


  Shortly after Lincoln's inauguration, South Carolina decided to suspend all sales of goods and merchandise to the Union troops who occupied Fort Sumter. This put Lincoln squarely in the same predicament that Buchanan had faced. Union forces were sorely in need of supplies. To send in relief might appear to be an act of aggression, but to withdraw troops would be tantamount to capitulation, and a recognition of Confederate sovereignty.


  Under increasing pressure from the federal forces at Sumter, and ignoring the more cautious wishes of his cabinet, Lincoln decided to send supplies to Charleston in the first week of April. When the federal relief expedition arrived at Fort Sumter on April 12, Confederate forces opened fire, and the undermanned and unprepared federal troops were forced to surrender the next day. With this, the war was on.


  At the time of this insurrection, the combined forces of the United States equaled a paltry 16,000. Most of these were holding positions on the frontier in an attempt to fight back hostile natives. Now, with a civil war in effect, Lincoln found his forces halved, with the need for numbers raised exponentially. In order to support a weakened federal force, Lincoln made an appeal to the state governors on April 15, with hopes of gaining 75,000 enlisted men. With the period of service set at one hundred days, the forces originally fielded far more volunteers than the government was capable of outfitting. Such are the heady early days of war.


  In reinforcing Fort Sumter, and in marshalling federal troops to prepare for battle with the Confederacy, Lincoln had single-handedly made an effective declaration of war. He himself had vehemently opposed such a sweeping step as a member of Congress in 1847, but now he found himself exercising the same executive privileges that James K. Polk had employed during the Mexican War. Inevitably, the criticism against him was considerable.


  Two days after the federal mobilization, the Union suffered a key blow when Virginia voted to secede. Mere months before, the Old Dominion had spearheaded a peace conference; now it was lost to the Union cause, shortly to become the heart of the insurgency. Hoping to counteract this defection, Lincoln promptly offered command of the Union armies to Virginian Robert E. Lee, who perforce declined and resigned his military position.


  Within the next month, three more states would secede: Arkansas on May 6, Tennessee on May 7, and North Carolina, finding itself regionally isolated, on May 20. Then, on May 23, Virginia voted overwhelmingly to join the Confederacy, placing the rival factions face to face. Shortly thereafter, President Jefferson Davis pushed through a motion to shift the Confederate capital from Montgomery to Richmond, Virginia. As a result, the nerve centers of the Confederate and Union forces lay less than one hundred miles from each other. To be sure, the intervening valleys of Northern Virginia would become a crucial theater of war.


  By late spring, the Confederate States of America enjoyed an eleven-state membership stretching from the so-called Indian Territory in the west all the way east to the Atlantic Ocean. As a land mass, it was actually larger than the northern states of the Union. But as a population, it could barely come to halfway, with 9 million against the Union's 18 million.


  With the battle lines mostly in place, a few key states remained to be won. Known today as the border states, this group included Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, and Missouri. As it happened, none of them officially seceded from the Union, although considerable rebel factions wreaked havoc in each case. Since the war often seemed to hang in the balance of border loyalties, Lincoln would make much of his policy with an eye to how it would be received by the loyalists in these states, many of whom continued to be dedicated to the dual preservation of slavery and union.


  But in the spring of 1861, it was unclear as to whether the border states would stay in the Union or swing to the Confederacy. Maryland and Kentucky were especially volatile, with differences of opinion paralyzing the executive and legislative branches of state government. Shortly after the conflict at Sumter, rebel sympathizers in Maryland cut telegraph lines and rail ties to Washington, hoping to isolate the Union's command center. By early May, with 10,000 troops defending Washington from a possible attack, Lincoln had declared martial law in Maryland, placing all dissidents under lock and key. Clearly an illegal step in peacetime, this was Lincoln's first significant war measure. While it too drew fierce criticism, it also firmly established him as a strong leader in a time of civil strife.


  With tensions also brewing out west, Lincoln sent troops in to restore peace in Missouri. The governor of Missouri protested by calling this action "illegal, unconstitutional, and revolutionary." Against his protests and the protests of many others, Lincoln declared martial law in St. Louis in June, and in all Missouri in August. Although rebels were able to secure southwestern Missouri for the Confederacy, the rest of the state remained loyal, largely because it had been purged of rebel voices. This too was the case in Maryland, and while Delaware and Kentucky were less tumultuous, they also maintained a delicate balance between Union loyalty and rebel suppression.


  At the same time that Lincoln was attempting to restore civil order, he also had a set of military objectives to consider. Initially, he had imposed General Winfield Scott's Anaconda Plan, a naval operation that combined a coastal blockade and control of the Mississippi River in hopes of squeezing the Confederacy to death without actually having to fight it. But as sectarian warfare began to break out and weeks turned into months, Lincoln began to lose confidence in what he saw as an overly passive plan.


  In the field, the first significant fighting occurred in Western Virginia, where General George McClellan made a push to defend the position of Union loyalists there. A series of early military successes emboldened a group of counties in Western Virginia to refuse the legitimacy of secession on June 11, and this alliance was promptly recognized by Washington as the official government of Virginia. At the nadir of Union fortunes, in an attempt to bolster the Union cause, these counties would be admitted under separate cover as the thirty-fifth state, West Virginia, on June 20, 1863.


  But for the moment, such desperate, drawn-out days were far in the offing. With the early successes in Western Virginia underfoot, Union confidence was high, and many believed that the war could be decided in a single major battle. Journalists such as Horace Greeley announced that the Union needed to assert its dominance in a single, swift assault on Richmond. Meanwhile, military tacticians such as Scott were of the opinion that more time should be sent mobilizing.


  With the initial Union enlistments about to expire, and the Confederates poised to convene at Richmond, Lincoln caved in to public opinion and ordered a Union operation to cross the Potomac and march on the Confederacy. When General Irvin McDowell, in command of the eastern theater, lobbied Lincoln for additional time to mobilize, Lincoln responded by saying, "you are green, it is true; but they are green also. You are all green alike."


  In ordering a hasty, reckless attack of undefined objective, Lincoln revealed that he was equally "green," as were the Washington journalists and politicians who took picnic lunches to the site of the battlefield on the morning of July 21, only to be sent scurrying by the bloodshed they witnessed. Despite enjoying vastly superior numbers, McDowell's early morning attack was routed by forces under the command of Confederate Generals Pierre Beauregard and Stonewall Jackson. The Union catastrophe, known today as First Manassas (also Bull Run), would later be described by poet Walt Whitman as "Lincoln's crucifixion day."


  1861-1862


  Although the Civil War was by nature a domestic affair, foreign policy played an important role in the progress of the conflict. In the spring of 1861, Secretary of State Seward had suggested that disunion could be avoided entirely if the United States chose to engage itself in a European war. Although perhaps correct in its reasoning, Seward's proposal was of dubious merit, and was never seriously considered by Lincoln.


  By the summer of 1861, Britain and France had pledged their neutrality in the conflict. Such a pledge was a weak endorsement of the Union at best. While Queen Victoria of England and Emperor Napoleon III of France recognized the southern states as belligerents, this did not prevent the Confederacy from attempting to court the European powers for aid and potential alliances. By the Confederate logic, an old-world monarchy would be pleased to see the emerging system of democracy undermined. Further, an aristocracy tends to sympathize with an aristocracy. Additionally, the European nations were dependent on the southern states for their cotton supply.


  In November, near disaster visited the Union with the uproar of the Trent Affair. As per Scott's Anaconda Plan, a Union captain seized two Confederate representatives aboard a British mail steamer and had them imprisoned in Boston. This act of aggression was met with considerable outrage overseas, and Britain found itself provoked to point of declaring war. After 11,000 British troops were sent to Canada, Lincoln finally decided to free the Confederates in order to avoid an international fiasco.


  Nevertheless, many northerners continued to agitate for war with Britain, preserving fresh memories of the War of 1812, when control of the seas in the Western hemisphere had also been a point of conflict. In fact, British industry would continue to supply the Confederacy with what amounted to war ships until an act of the British parliament prevented further sale in September of 1863. While this was a sweeping extension of parliamentary power over the British economy, it was justified as a necessary action under the very real threat of war from the Union.


  Although the British government sought to disassociate itself from the Confederacy after the Trent Affair, certain members of parliament continued to keep a watchful eye on the progress of the Civil War. William E. Gladstone, who would eventually accede to the prime ministership, gave a speech in the autumn of 1862 in which he dared to "anticipate with certainty the success of the Southern States so far as regards their separation from the north." While this was something of a radical opinion in Britain, the bald fact that a credible politician could maintain that opinion was made possible by a string of Union mistakes and Southern successes in the field.


  After the disaster at First Manassas, Lincoln replaced McDowell with the upstart McClellan, who took command of the eastern theater on the strength of his successes in Western Virginia. But after further defeats in Virginia at Wilson's Creek and Ball's Bluff during the month of October, McClellan decided to regroup with his Union forces for the duration of the winter. The Anaconda Plan would suffice as McClellan prepared for his Peninsular Campaign against Richmond in the spring.


  Recognizing McClellan's increasingly central role in the Union's fortunes, Lincoln chose him to take command as overall General of the Union forces after the aging Scott resigned in November. With this encouragement, and well rested from months of planning, McClellan launched his amphibious assault of Richmond in March of 1862. At sea, the Confederate ironclad warship Virginia wreaked havoc with the Union navy, sinking two wooden ships before an inconclusive clash with the Union ironclad Monitor. Ultimately, by sheer virtue of numbers, Union forces were able to push south down the Potomac River and through the Chesapeake Bay, landing at Fort Monroe and preparing to push inland.


  The long winter had enabled the Confederates to dig in and fortify their position around Richmond, and although the Union forces enjoyed an early victory at Yorktown in early May, their progress was slow. After three weeks of gradual advancement, they came within striking distance of Richmond. The Confederate capital prepared for evacuation. Poised to topple the enemy, McClellan's aims were undermined when he received fewer men from Lincoln than anticipated. In the ensuing week of fighting known today as the Seven Days' Battles, forces under Confederate Generals Jackson and Lee dominated the Shenandoah Valley, leaving McClellan no choice but to retreat from Richmond on July 1. Between the Confederacy and the Union, a combined 35,000 casualties (those numbered dead or wounded) were left behind.


  After McClellan's aborted Peninsular Campaign, it quickly became clear that the war would be no short affair. Mere days after the Union defeat in the Seven Days' Battles, Lincoln called for the enlistment of 300,000 three-year commitments. But with this appeal for reinforcements left unheeded, Lincoln was subsequently forced to revise his request, lowering the term of service from three years to nine months.


  Fortunately for Union morale, their forces fared markedly better in western theaters. A Confederate invasion of New Mexico was quickly turned back in the spring of 1862. In late April, David Farragut led the seizure of the key port of New Orleans. Meanwhile, General U.S. Grant led a push south along the western front, moving from Ohio to Alabama in a few short weeks. Although progress was steady, losses were heavy. The most intense fighting occurred in Tennessee, where Grant succeeded in reclaiming several important forts, and moved on to capture Nashville in late February.


  As Grant pushed on toward Memphis at the beginning of April, his armies were caught by surprise at the Battle of Shiloh, one of the bloodiest of the civil war. After three days of intermittent warfare, 20,000 casualties were left behind. Although the Union had initially been caught unawares, reinforcements had bolstered their cause, and by midsummer the entire state of Tennessee had fallen under Union control, with Andrew Johnson acting as military governor.


  Once again, Lincoln looked to one of his successful generals in the West to assume command of his overall campaign. This time the chosen man was Henry Halleck, who took command of the Union forces ten days after the Seven Days' debacle. Despite McClellan's failure in the Peninsular Campaign, Lincoln retained him as commander of the eastern campaign, and the Union forces regrouped to make yet another assault on Richmond.


  Even in the face of manpower shortages, the Union began to advance on Richmond again in July. Before long, McClellan realized the disadvantages of his position and began to withdraw, but General John Pope continued to press forward. In late August, Pope was routed by Confederate forces under the command of Stonewall Jackson at Second Manassas (also known as Bull Run). The Union alone lost 15,000 men in the slaughter, and they duly retreated from Virginia to mobilize once more in Washington.


  Encouraged by this string of military successes, Lee decided to go on the offensive in hopes of capitalizing on Union indecision. He led Confederate forces across the Union line into Maryland during the first week of September, throwing Washington into a flurry under the threat of possible attack. In the process of this bold shift in strategy, Lee lost 30,000 troops, not to death or disease but to defection. These conscientious objectors explained that they had enlisted to protect the Confederacy, not to invade the Union.


  Even in spite of this blow to Confederate solidarity, Lee knew he would be able to pose a serious threat to Union security. His strategy was not to conquer the Union, but rather to damage its overwhelming military capacity. In mind of this goal, he made for Harrisburg, in an attempt to disable the railroad hub there. After Jackson's successful tactical victory at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, Lee and Jackson met at Sharpsburg, Maryland on September 16, poised to move on to Pennsylvania.


  But the next day, McClellan confronted the Confederate advance at the Battle of Antietam. After what amounted to a virtual deadlock, McClellan was able to turn back the combined rebel forces. In a single morning and afternoon of fighting, 20,000 men were killed. It was the bloodiest day of the war. Nevertheless, Lee boldly held his line, waiting for another Union attack. Paralyzed by his heavy losses, McClellan failed to pursue further, and Lee retreated south across Potomac, his first offensive against the Union forces a failure.


  By this point, the war was over a year old. Each side had launched a series of offensives, and by and large these offensives had been fruitless. Lee, for one, recognized that the powerful Union would eventually outlast the failing Confederate arsenal in a drawn-out war. Thus, after his retreat from Antietam, Lee recommended to President Davis that a peace settlement be negotiated recognizing Confederate independence. But with no such settlement forthcoming, the Union began to revise its strategy, shifting into a mode of total war that would at once have devastating consequences and glorious results.


  1862-1864 - Part 1


  Even as late as 1827, antislavery societies in the south outnumbered those in the north. Virginia had even considered a gradual emancipation plan in 1830s, though it was ultimately rejected. But as the nineteenth century progressed, such liberal sentiment began to ebb, with slavery becoming an increasingly integral part of the southern economy. In the presence of a constantly industrializing North, the South began to focus its resources more and more on agricultural staple crops, and especially on cotton. The intensive labor required of such an effort led to exponential growth in the slave population. By the brink of the Civil War, southern whites numbered 5.5 million, while the slave population was estimated at 3.5 million.


  While slavery was integral to the southern fortunes, it was not pervasive among the broader society. Only about five percent of southern whites were actually slaveholders, and a sizeable proportion of southern slaves was held by the 38,000 who owned twenty slaves or more. Nevertheless, with a mounting tide of abolitionism and anti-southern sentiment against it, the newly-organized Confederates were able to win considerable support from many poor whites who had perhaps less of a stake in the slavery question, but were equally affected by Union control of tariff rates and general issues of state sovereignty.


  For his part, as a candidate Lincoln had repeatedly stressed a policy of containing slavery without eliminating it. In the early days of the war, Lincoln had even gone so far as to revoke several hasty emancipation proclamations made by zealous Union generals. This, however, was more with an eye to politics than to the integrity of property. Lincoln's persistent personal wish was to gradually and completely eliminate the institution of slavery, and as the war dragged on, steps toward such action began to emerge as real possibilities.


  Lincoln had first proposed gradual, compensated emancipation of slaves in the border states in spring of 1862. But wary of losing support in these key locations, his cabinet demurred, and Lincoln elected to focus his slavery strategy in more decided Union strongholds. Using his executive influence, Lincoln helped to push through the abolishment of slavery in the District of Columbia on April 16. Three months later slavery was abolished in United States territories, nullifying popular sovereignty and overriding the Dred Scott decision.


  While such instances appear to the contemporary eye as policies driven by moral principles, they were in fact, far less idealistically, strategic aims to practical war ends. By rallying Union support around the cause of abolition, Lincoln hoped to spur on flagging confidence in a demoralized and severely weakened military force. Thus, in midsummer, Lincoln cautiously floated a draft of the Emancipation Proclamation to his cabinet. With rumors swirling around Washington, Lincoln steadfastly asserted his position to New York newspaperman and politician Horace Greeley in late August. As Lincoln wrote, "my paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or destroy slavery." If possible, he explained, he would "save the Union without freeing any slave." However, Lincoln insisted that his political strategy be disassociated from his personal views, writing that he "intend[ed] no modification of my oft-expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be free."


  While his idealistic wish to separate his personal motives from his professional decisions may have been realized in some degree, it is certain that Lincoln's individual views came increasingly to encroach upon his policy decisions as the strain of war grew heavier. Gradually, the distinction between the preservation of Union and the destruction of slavery began to blur in Lincoln's mind, as he recognized the latter as an potentially effective means of accomplishing the former.


  As Lincoln would later explain, "the moment came when I felt that slavery must die that the nation might live." With the moral weight of a righteous cause behind the Union, the threat of foreign intervention on behalf of the Confederacy would dwindle to insignificance, and better still, Northerners of all stripes would begin to throw additional support behind a war with a more concrete purpose.


  On the advice of Seward, Lincoln decided to wait for a major Union military victory before releasing a preliminary version of the Emancipation Proclamation, in order to give it a more substantial cast. But the Battle of Antietam was as close as the Union would come to a "victory" in the late summer of 1862, and on the strength of this mixed result, Lincoln issued the preliminary version to Congress anyway on September 22.


  The final draft, which was officially released and put into effect on January 1, 1863, provided for the emancipation of all slaves in rebel territory. Such a decree was, by any honest analysis, patently impracticable, as the Union forces were lagging severely, and powerless to enforce such legislation. Further, the proclamation did not apply to border states (where insurgents had lost the right to hold slaves, while loyalists retained the right!), or even to the Union-held western portions of the Confederacy.


  Thus, in paradoxical fashion, but nevertheless to his eventual success, Lincoln refused to act in the areas where he had jurisdiction, and made a sweeping pronouncement that applied to an area where he had no authority at all! Ultimately, it was only the power of war that would see the Proclamation through. But in early 1863, such power was by no means conclusive. On the very day that the Emancipation Proclamation was issued, a bloody, wasteful battle was fought at Mumfreesboro, Tennessee. After 20,000 casualties, no clear winner emerged. With the tactics of the two sides as confused as ever, Lincoln's strong words were somewhat undermined by yet another failure in the field.


  In addition to being potentially unfeasible, the Emancipation Proclamation was of doubtful legality, standing as a striking extension of the president's war powers. Lincoln himself was unsure of its legality, and privately wondered if it would function simply as a war measure to be repealed later. Opposition to the policy was certainly strong. Several regiments in Illinois and Indiana came close to mutiny. Many of Lincoln's contemporaries criticized him heavily for his presumption and usurpation of power.


  Radical abolitionists, on the other hand, chose to decry him for his refusal to initiate a more concerted emancipation policy in the border states. In the event, Lincoln had merely opted for a plan by which a state referendum in support of repeal would be rewarded by federal compensation. None of the border states took the bait.


  Although Lincoln is viewed today as "the Great Emancipator," it is a title he wears uncomfortably in view of the relevant facts. His Emancipation Proclamation ultimately freed a miniscule proportion of slaves, and federal legislation beyond this decree did not go into effect until after Lincoln's death. While he was instrumental in paving the way for the abolition of slavery, Lincoln's role as an emancipator was not without ambiguity or reservation.


  Against the better advice of many Union strategists and Congress themselves, Lincoln vetoed the use of black soldiers in the field in 1862. In fact, he did not authorize blacks to serve as soldiers in Union army until after the Emancipation Proclamation was issued. Even then, blacks fought strictly in separate regiments with white commanding officers. But to be fair, despite lower numbers and a more desperate position, the Confederacy did not authorize blacks for combat until March of 1865, mere weeks before their surrender.


  As for Lincoln, his hesitancy over the armament of blacks was closely related to his doubts over their capacity to integrate fully into the political and social life of the United States. Thus, for much of his Presidency, Lincoln remained a strong supporter of the controversial colonization policy. Originally proposed by Henry Clay, colonization was a plan for the federal government to finance the return of freed slaves to majority black areas such as Haiti and Liberia. For all intents and purposes, the scheme was tantamount to subsidized deportation, and today it smacks of blatant racism.


  Though the contemporary reader may be inclined to dismiss Lincoln as a hypocritical bigot, one must remember that even the greatest men are the products of their times. Lincoln's logic in supporting colonization was grounded in the fundamental reality of racial discord, which persists strongly even today. As he explained to an audience of freed blacks in August 1862, "your race suffers greatly, many of them, by living among us, while ours suffers from your presence. In a word, we suffer on each side...if this is admitted, it affords a reason, at least, why we should be separated."


  Over time, Lincoln began to have second thoughts about colonization. Perhaps convinced by his own rhetoric in the swell of events, he eventually revised his position. In the spring of 1864, Lincoln ordered Secretary of War Edwin Stanton to return those black colonists removed to the Caribbean who would prefer to be back in the United States. Later, Lincoln would run for re- election on the platform of a universal emancipation amendment, but while he would live to see it through Congress, the Thirteenth Amendment was ratified in his memory and not by his signature. Nevertheless, and with substantial justification, this final emancipation is today viewed as a cornerstone of the Lincoln legacy.


  1862-1864 - Part 2


  Although emancipation is today the most-discussed of Lincoln's policies, several other significant pieces of legislation were passed during his time in office. During a time of war, the executive always plays a stronger role than usual, and Lincoln was no exception to this rule. His uncompromising style as commander- in-chief, coupled with his ambitious domestic program to preserve and further the Union, earned him the nickname of "the tycoon."


  Like the Japanese shogun from which the nickname derives, Lincoln the tycoon acted as a military leader exercising absolute rule, with an extremely vise-like grip over his cabinet. Often acting alone in the most crucial decisions, Lincoln vastly expanded and extended the power of the executive. Under his banner the federal government took several giant legislative strides forward, moving well beyond the ever fainter objections of states' rights advocates.


  With the nation at war, Lincoln argued that certain portions of the Constitution had to be suspended if Union were to be preserved. Among the most basic rights that Lincoln elected to dispense with were habeas corpus and the freedoms of speech and press. Civilians were tried by military courts on the mere suspicion of treason. Lincoln himself ordered a temporary halt to the publication of several newspapers around the country.


  Additionally, the right of private property proved especially vulnerable as the war rolled on. Two major confiscation acts provided the military with permission to seize and retain rebel property, including slaves. In later Union campaigns especially, the usurpation and destruction of civilian lands and stores was common. All of these constitutional violations were justified by Lincoln at various times as necessary to the success of the war effort.


  But these were temporary measures. And while Lincoln repeatedly insisted that his war aims directed his wartime measures, many of the legislative measures passed during his tenure as president have had long term ramifications well beyond the living memory of the war. In the early stages of the conflict, many of the most controversial acts revolved around money. Lacking the approval of Congress, Lincoln repeatedly spent quantities of federal funding at his own discretion. To compensate for Lincoln's liberal spending, the first federal income tax was instituted by Congress in 1861 to help fund the war.


  True to his Whig roots, Lincoln believed that internal improvements and westward expansion were the keys to the nation's success and survival. As such, Lincoln maintained his dedication to the railroad. With the southern states seceded, the controversy over termination points dissolved, and in July of 1862 the government approved the construction of a transcontinental railroad from Chicago to San Francisco. In the following two years, a series of Pacific Railroad Acts would grant western railroad companies the option to buy wide belts of land on either side of their tracks. By this legislation, 131 million acres of land were granted by Congress to railroads, and 39 million alone to the Northern Pacific railroad.


  In terms of deeding territory, Lincoln's administration was the most liberal that the nation has ever known. The most significant measures affecting land use and occupation were passed in 1862, when Union military fortunes were at an ebb. By decree of the Morrill Land Grant Act, large areas were set aside in several states for the establishment of new public colleges and universities. More importantly, the Homestead Act allotted 160 acres to any settler willing to farm western land for a five-year minimum. In the next forty years, homesteaders would claim more than eighty million acres of land in the west under this provision.


  Between the Homestead, Land Grant and Pacific Railway Acts, over ten million square miles of territory was awarded for use, an area the size of Massachusetts. Where did all of this land come from? The answer is the usual one. While the Civil War occupied much of the nation's military might, frontier forces continued to move against the natives, seizing several enormous tracts of land without any formal treaty declaration. During Lincoln's presidency, a significant portion of Idaho and the better portion of Nevada, admitted as a state in 1864, were acquired in this fashion.


  Today, such action appears so criminal as to preclude rational defense. But at the time there were few detractors from the government's manifest destiny program. Many historians tend to view aggressive presidents like Andrew Jackson and James K. Polk as the ultimate native oppressors. But by signing the Homestead Act into law, Lincoln did as much as any other president to encourage the continuing desecration and virtual destruction of several native tribes and their homelands.


  More controversial in its day was the groundbreaking Conscription Act passed in March of 1863. This legislation, which set the precedent for a draft during the Vietnam War, provided for the impressment of all able men between the ages of twenty and forty-five. An exemption was given to those able to hire a substitute or pay a fee of three hundred dollars. Due to its spurious exemption clause, the Conscription Act ended up encouraging all manner of bribery and corruption, and the Union Army developed a distinctly mercenary cast.


  Furor over the Conscription Act boiled into revolt mere months later. Uprisings flared in Illinois and Ohio, and in July of 1863 a three-day riot broke out in New York City. A mob of 50,000 strong turned out to protest the injustice of what they termed the "rich man's exemption." Lincoln was left with no choice but to send in Union companies fresh from Gettysburg to control the mayhem. When the troops were provoked into opening fire, one thousand civilians were killed or wounded.


  In addition to being unpopular, the Conscription Act was woefully ineffective. Out of the three quarters of a million men drafted, only 45,000 actually served. As a result, Lincoln turned to a bounty system, where soldiers were paid as much as one thousand dollars simply to enlist. This led to the common practice of desertion and re-enlistment under another name. Because of the poor record- keeping practices of the day, single soldiers often collected several bounties without seeing a hint of action.


  Money, for myriad reasons, continued to plague Lincoln's war effort throughout. The nation had never fully recovered from the Panic of 1857, and the depression was only to grow more severe after the secession of the southern states. With the economy riven, several debts were simply liquidated, never to be collected by creditors. As wartime expenses swelled, Lincoln chose not to economize but to tax and spend, setting a time-honored precedent for federal economic policy.


  Nevertheless, the Union was all but bankrupt by the spring of 1862, and Lincoln turned to other measures beyond the income tax to alleviate the pressure. Goods and manufactures were place under heavy taxes, and tariffs rose steadily. 500 million dollars of war bonds were issued to help boost the economy.


  In February of 1863, a National Bank was re-established, and a succeeding act provided for the issue greenbacks, paper money not backed by the gold standard. Called soft or easy money, this first national currency fluctuated wildly, and was thought by many to be as dangerous as it was unconstitutional. Although greenbacks did help finance the Union through the closing months of the war, they later damaged economy severely, having no minor role in the devastating Panic of 1873.


  Thanks to the glory of the Civil War, Lincoln's record as a policy-maker is often overlooked. But despite, or perhaps because of, the heroics involved in preserving the Union, Lincoln saddled the country with an assortment of financial and legal problems. By expanding the power of the executive, he set an ominous precedent for the power of the president in a time of war, upsetting the system of checks and balances as laid out in the Constitution. And while he is showered with deserved praise as the liberator of the black slave, he, like other presidents before and after him, was the undisputed oppressor of the native.


  1862-1864 Part 3


  As an executive, Lincoln delicately balanced the qualities of compromise and decisiveness. But as commander-in-chief, Lincoln was plagued by a series of generals who were as compromising as they were indecisive. After McClellan's failure to pursue Lee south from Antietam, he was replaced six weeks later by the reluctant Ambrose Burnside. Unfit for top command, Burnside made a tentative march on the south in November of 1862, stalling for over three weeks on the banks of the Rappahannock River before crossing to Fredericksburg. This delay allowed for a Confederate entrenchment, and in the ensuing battle, Burnside was routed by Lee, losing 13,000 men to Lee's 5,000. Once again, the Union forces retreated north, and Lincoln summarily replaced Burnside with Joseph Hooker.


  With a third campaign against the Confederates foiled and heavy losses to the Democrats in the midterm elections, a weaker president might have capitulated when France, under Napoleon III, proposed a six month armistice and a series of peace talks in early 1863. But Lincoln and Seward firmly rejected this proposal, and the war effort pushed on as before. Bolstered by reinforcements from the Conscription Act, Hooker marched on the Confederacy at Chancellorsville. This three-day battle, fought in early May, was another resounding defeat for the Union, who lost 17,000 troops in the fighting. Lincoln changed generals yet again, replacing Hooker with George Meade.


  Although the Confederates had lost Stonewall Jackson in the fighting at Chancellorsville, they had strengthened their cause with another successful defense of northern Virginia. Encouraged by this result, Lee decided to take up a second offensive against the Union, which he launched from Fredericksburg in early June. Sending Stuart ahead to scout, Lee pushed forward into Pennsylvania, setting the stage for the most renowned battle of the Civil War.


  The opening days of July 1863 were crucial to the fortunes of both sides. As they dawned, the Confederacy appeared unassailable, and quite capable of a damaging counter-attack. Less than a week later, on the strength of two Union successes, the tide had turned for the final time, and the South would begin its long and forlorn retreat to Richmond.


  With no sign of Stuart, Lee nevertheless decided to attack the Union at Gettysburg on July 1, where three days of vicious fighting resulted in 40,000 casualties. Union forces under Meade held the line repeatedly, and on July 3 Lee retreated, having lost over one-third of his army. Pacified by the carnage, Meade elected not to pursue in the wake of the tattered rebels.


  The next day, Grant completed his amphibious attack of Vicksburg after a long siege. With this, the Union established complete control of the Mississippi River, closing the western front conclusively. Celebrating Independence Day back in Washington, Lincoln received news of Grant's success. This critical victory later inspired Lincoln's memorable remark that "the father of the waters again goes unvexed to the sea."


  Now that the Mississippi was under control, Union forces in the western theater began to move southeast. Several key battles were fought in Tennessee. At Chickamauga, in late September 1863, two days of fighting resulted in over 30,000 casualties. Against the odds, Confederate General Braxton Bragg was able to force Union forces north to Chattanooga. However, thanks to superior numbers and provisions, it was only a matter of time before the Union forces returned to beat down Bragg's back door. In late November, a combined Union force led by Generals Hooker, Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman took Chattanooga and began their push into Georgia.


  On November 19, 1863, with Union fortunes firmly on the upswing, ceremonies were held to dedicate a commemorative ceremony for the soldiers fallen at Gettysburg. The principal speaker, Edward Everett of Massachusetts, was the principal speaker. After Everett's oration, which lasted for over two hours, Lincoln was called upon to say a few words. The subsequent two-minute statement, known today as the Gettysburg Address, has gone down into the annals of American history among the most memorable words ever spoken in the United States.


  In his remarks, Lincoln praised the patriotism of the men who had fallen in the service of "a new birth of freedom," won so that the "government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the face of the earth." These words, along with the famous opening "Four score and seven years ago..." have been tirelessly recited by schoolchildren ever since. But at the time, Lincoln was wracked with self-doubt over his address, fearing that he had not done justice to the Union dead. Many newspapers contributed to this impression, firmly declaring that Everett had outshone him.


  While Everett may in fact have impressed the assembled audience at Gettysburg, the negative press that Lincoln received may also have been by way of preface to the 1864 election. As the winter dragged on, Lincoln began to mobilize both for re-election and for renewed warfare. Eager to find a general who could bring the Confederacy to its knees, Lincoln summoned Grant, the hero of Vicksburg, from the western theater. And on March 9, 1864, Lincoln named Grant the commander of all Union armies.


  Prepared to meet heavy losses in the process, Grant boldly decided to spearhead a program of total warfare, with the ultimate objective of unconditional rebel surrender. To this end, orders were issued to destroy not only the Confederate army, but also all stocks and supplies that contributed to their cause. Further, Grant halted the manpower exchange that had been in effect for over eighteen months, leaving Union soldiers to languish in Confederate prisons. By this strategy, Grant hoped to simply outlast the rebel forces, but in so doing, he effectively sentenced thousands of prisoners on both sides to a slow and painful death. All told, nearly 50,000 soldiers died in prison camps during the Civil War. Most of these casualties occurred in 1864. At the notorious Andersonville, Georgia prison, 3,000 deaths occurred during each of the summer months.


  This pragmatic, if uncompassionate, approach to warfare, along with his risky attack methods, earned Grant the nickname "The Butcher of Galena." During his march on Richmond in the spring of 1864, Grant persisted even in the face of appalling casualties, losing 17,000 men in two days of fighting at the Battle of the Wilderness in May. This aggressive escalation policy prompted Lee to a similar recklessness, and in the next month the Union would lose a total of 60,000 men against the Confederacy's 32,000 casualties.


  But contrary to appearances, these losses were more damaging to the Confederacy, due to proportions and dwindling provisions. Grant, despite his losses, succeeded in gaining several positions around Richmond by mid-June. Still, he and Lincoln came under heavy criticism for the carnage of the campaign. In the bleakest instance, at Cold Harbor, during a single half-hour of fighting, Grant lost a staggering 7,000 men.


  Further south, Sherman took a different approach. Slashing through Tennessee and Georgia, further from the home front, he marched his forces whenever he could, stopping to fight only out of necessity. Those who supported Grant's strategy criticized Sherman for what was viewed as an overly passive and ineffectual strategy. Such reservations began to fester after Sherman surrounded Atlanta but was unable to capture it, instead having to dig in for an extended siege. Like Sherman, Lincoln too would dig in his heels as the summer of 1864 dragged on, hoping desperately to win again the office that he had so narrowly secured four years before.


  1864-1865


  The election of 1864 was widely considered by many as a referendum on the Civil War. Were Lincoln to be re-elected, the Union campaign would continue uninterrupted. However, should Lincoln suffer a defeat, the Union's authority would be seriously undermined with its commander-in-chief toppled by an unsupportive electorate.


  As the election approached, Lincoln's chances of success looked slim for several reasons. For one, with Grant entrenched outside of Petersburg and Sherman entrenched outside of Atlanta, the Union armies were making little progress at the expense of heavy casualties. In addition, Lincoln had to endure the embarrassment of a French-backed occupation of Mexico, when Napoleon III set up the Archduke Maximillian as Emperor in the spring of 1864 in a blatant violation of the Monroe Doctrine. However, with American forces engaged in the Civil War, Lincoln was helpless to strike back, and the French would hold Mexico until after the war's conclusion.


  Struggling at home and faltering abroad, doubt swirled as to whether Lincoln would even be re-nominated by the Republicans. In February of 1864, Senator S. C. Pomeroy of Kansas had issued a circular recommending the nomination of Secretary of Treasury Chase over Lincoln. This breakaway factionalism led to the resignation of the increasingly truculent Chase from his cabinet post. However, Lincoln did not begrudge his rival, and appointed Chase as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court upon the death of Taney in December of the same year.


  Amidst echoes of revolt, a convention of dissident Republicans met in Cleveland at the end of May, eventually shifting their support from Chase to General Fremont. Fremont, the initial Republican candidate of 1856, and a staunch abolitionist, had seen early successes during the Civil War in western theater, where his emancipation of slaves in Missouri had been repealed by Lincoln. The Radical Republicans, displeased with Lincoln's mysteriously effective combination of moderate politics and a dictatorial style, saw Fremont as a leader who, unlike Lincoln, would support a stern plan for reconstruction. However, a month before the election, when Fremont realized that running as a third candidate would likely hand a victory to the Democrats, he withdrew from the race. In so doing, he left Lincoln with a much clearer chance at re-election.


  In a show of solidarity, the Republicans combined with the so-called War Democrats to form the National Union Party, which nominated Lincoln for president at a convention held in Baltimore on June 8. To balance the interests of this makeshift party, leading War Democrat and Acting Military Governor of Tennessee Andrew Johnson was nominated for vice president.


  For their part, the Democrats convened on August 29 in Chicago, on Lincoln's home turf. To oppose him, they nominated General McClellan on a platform of negotiated peace. But one week after being nominated, McClellan accepted without embracing the party platform. In this manner, the Democrats hoped to broaden their electoral base, winning anti-war votes on the strength of their platform, and anti-Lincoln votes on the strength of McClellan's record.


  In the late summer and early autumn of 1864, many Republicans publicly voiced their fears that the misfortunes of war would prevent Lincoln's re-election. On August 23, Lincoln himself circulated a secret memo in which he expressed a pessimistic stance toward his chances for victory in November. With the costs of living skyrocketing and a highly unpopular second draft of 500,000 men about to go into effect, such reservations were perhaps not unfounded.


  As Union forces continued to stagnate in their siege positions, the Confederacy ran intermittent raids on towns such as Frederick, Maryland and Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Such attacks were in part assisted by a secret society of Confederate sympathizers known as the "fifth column." Also known as Peace Democrats, or Copperheads, these anti-war Northerners were led by prominent politicians such as Governor Horatio Seymour of New York and Congressman Clement Vallandigham of Ohio. Although their exploits never amounted to much, their function as a hostile bloc to Lincoln's aims was plain to see.


  Under critical assault from all sides, Lincoln was encouraged by many of his closest advisers to postpone election in the interest of the war effort. Lincoln rejected this proposal without a second thought, explaining that "we cannot have free government without elections; and if the rebellion could force us to forego or postpone a national election, it might already fairly claim to have conquered and ruined us."


  Then, just when Lincoln's support seemed to be at its lowest, the Union forces came through with a series of brilliant successes to bolster his position. Admiral Farragut captured the port of Mobile, Alabama in early August, strengthening the Union grip on Confederate naval operations. One month later, General Sherman finally broke through the Confederate lines, seizing the city of Atlanta and evacuating all civilians.


  Further north, Union General Phil Sheridan pushed the Confederates out of the Shenandoah Valley, destroying all private property that could be made use of by the Confederates. By October, the rebels in Virginia were strictly confined to their defense of Richmond. Although Grant continued to lay in wait at Petersburg, the victories of his supporting cast came as a much-needed assertion of Union dominance.


  On the strength of these positive developments, a groundswell of support built up behind Lincoln in the weeks leading up to the election. Suddenly, the Democratic platform of a negotiated peace was rendered a nonsense, and Lincoln rode the renewed confidence in his war program to a resounding victory. With only a single opponent to contend with, Lincoln won a clear popular majority of over 400,000 votes, and completed a virtual clean sweep of the electoral college, out-polling McClellan by 212 votes to 21.


  As commander-in-chief, Lincoln was able to control an uncertain election to some extent. Nevada was admitted to the Union only a week before the election, as a safety set of votes should Lincoln need them in the electoral college. Regarding the popular vote, extensive provisions were made for soldiers to vote at front, and whole regiments were given leave to return home to the polls. Proclaiming their confidence in his command and acting as a key bloc of voters across the country, the military vote went strongly in favor of Lincoln.


  Once Lincoln's re-election was secure, the Union kicked their endgame into gear, launching an all out assault of total warfare. Sherman and his forces left Atlanta burning in their wake and embarked on a cataclysmic march to the sea, laying waste to a wide swath of the Georgia countryside as they went. After five surreal weeks of pillaging and looting, accompanied by deserters and hangers-on of various stripes, Sherman arrived at Savannah on December 13, capturing a Confederate fort there before joining up with the Union's naval blockade.


  Following Sherman's lead in the western theater, Confederate forces led by General John Bell Hood made a quixotic march-and-fight push north all the way to Nashville, where they were finally defeated in December. Meanwhile, having accomplished his mission in the deep south, Sherman turned his attention back toward the home front. Upon the new year, Sherman marched north through South Carolina, burning his way through the state. Union reprisals were especially merciless, given South Carolina's role as the instigator of secession. The capital city was burned to the ground in mid-February, and in March Sherman entered North Carolina, rejoining Union forces at the coast later that month.


  In the opening months of 1865, several armistice discussions took place. Lincoln found himself in no mood to negotiate, however, and talks with the rebels were repeatedly dropped. Instead, Lincoln spent a fortnight on the front with Grant, and met together with Grant and Sherman in late March to discuss peace terms.


  By this time, the possibility of a complete surrender loomed quite large for the Confederacy. Their final desperate attempt to defend Richmond ultimately collapsed on April 2, when Grant pushed through the line at Petersburg. The next day, with Richmond burning, Davis and other Confederate leaders fled south. Meanwhile, Lincoln marched victoriously through the ruined city.


  Less than a week later, Lee would surrender to Grant at a small farm near Appomattox Court House in south central Virginia. Lincoln had given Grant the authority to provide generous terms of surrender, which Lee graciously accepted. There would be little talk of such things as war criminals or executions: a remarkable occurrence in the aftermath of a such a bloody civil war. In just under four years of fighting, a combined 200,000 men were killed in battle, and half a million others died of various diseases. And yet, after all these casualties, the most profound loss to the nation was yet to come.


  1861-1865 - In the White House, Assassination


  Aloof and eccentric even as a prairie lawyer, the unique demands and pressures of the White House did even more to separate Lincoln from his fellow men. At once folksy and haughty, Lincoln was an unusual combination of backwoods boy turned autodidact who must have presented a formidable puzzle to the Washington set.


  Beyond his curious background, Lincoln was captive to an extremely irregular schedule during his years in office, keeping odd hours, grooming himself only sporadically, and eating whenever he got the chance, which was rarely. This regimen was partly out of necessity, but partly by design. In characteristic homespun fashion, Lincoln once explained the oddities of his diet by remarking, "well, I cannot take my vittles regular. I kind of just browse round."


  But if Lincoln to some extent cultivated his more bizarre mannerisms, his wife was less in control of her idiosyncrasies. After the death of their son Willie in February 1862, Mary Todd Lincoln went into an extended period of mourning, wearing bl ack at all times, like Britain's Queen Victoria. To alleviate her grief, she became increasingly liberal with the budget for internal improvements to the White House, spending $2500 on a single rug. In addition, she purchased three hundred pairs of glov es for herself in a four-month period, and bought several expensive evening dresses that she never wore, ringing up a clothing debt of almost $30,000.


  Many have speculated that Mary Todd Lincoln was insane even at this early stage, although she was not committed to a sanatorium until 1875. The neglect she suffered at the hands of her husband must have only increased as the war escalated. To make matte rs worse, with many members of the Todd family having joined the Confederacy, she was constantly suspected of being a traitor. While such reservations were unfounded, the war clearly caused a significant strain on her for various reasons.


  Lincoln himself, in living with the weight of the war for four years, aged tremendously during his time in the White House. From the moment he departed Springfield for Washington right up until his dying day, he lived under the constant threat of ass assination. Nevertheless, he frequently refused the bodyguards that were assigned to him. As he once explained in a letter of 1863, "I long ago made up my mind that if anybody wants to kill me, he will do it. If I wore a shirt of mail and kept myself s urrounded by a body-guard, it would be all the same. There are a thousand ways to getting at a man if it is desired that he should be killed."


  Nevertheless, there were times when Secretary of War Stanton insisted that Lincoln accept a military escort. The daily open carriage rides that Lincoln took around Washington with his family were generally attended by two dozen cavalrymen. But as Li ncoln well knew, such protection did not grant him an immunity from attack. Through it all, Lincoln attempted to maintain a sense of calm, and even humor, amidst the threat and menace. In the aftermath of an assassination attempt in which a bullet grazed his stovepipe hat, Lincoln acted with perfect equanimity bordering on lightheartedness.


  As the war wound to a conclusion, Lincoln still realized that he was in danger. As he explained to a cabinet member before his Second Inaugural Address, "if it is the will of Providence that I should die by the hand of an assassin, it must be so." T hroughout his presidency, Lincoln had been haunted by dreams of a dark character. The most well known of these dreams is the nightmare Lincoln suffered on the night before he was shot, in which he imagined the particulars of a mysterious funeral occurrin g inside the White House.


  April 14, 1865 dawned as an optimistic day for the Union. Lee had surrendered to Grant less than a week earlier, and the long war was finally at an end. With various states considering their prospects for readmission to the United States, the St ars and Stripes was once again raised over Fort Sumter in a symbolic gesture of victory.


  After their usual midday carriage ride through Washington, the Lincolns prepared to attend Ford's Theater that evening, for a performance of a play titled "Our American Cousin." Lincoln was reluctant to spend yet another evening out, but felt it was his duty as president to make a public appearance. Although scheduled to attend with General and Mrs. Grant, arrangements were changed at the last minute, and a young engaged couple, Clara Harris and Major Henry R. Rathbone, accompanied the Lincolns inst ead.


  Shortly after ten o'clock that evening, with the play well underway, a shadowy man made his way into the presidential box, eluding the guard who had gone downstairs to get a better view of the stage. Leveling his pistol to Lincoln's head at point blank r ange, the assassin fired a muffled shot and fled from the box across the stage. Brandishing a knife as he went, the murderer tripped and fell as he made his way across the stage, yelling "sic semper tyrannis," or "thus always to tyrants," the state motto of Virginia.


  Lincoln's assassin was John Wilkes Booth, a twenty-six-year-old actor sympathetic to the Southern cause. In the previous year, he had made an unsuccessful attempt to kidnap Lincoln. Now, with the Confederacy in shambles, Booth viewed his cause a s all the more desperate, and became involved in an elaborate plan to murder various federal leaders, including Vice President Johnson, General Grant and Secretary of State Seward. While Johnson and Grant escaped the plot unscathed, Seward himsel f narrowly averted death that very same evening after being assailed by a gunman while in bed.


  Lincoln would not prove so fortunate. Amidst the fearful screams of a stunned theater audience, Lincoln was carried unconscious to a nearby house. Suffering from a massive head wound that entered the back of his head and lodged near his right eye, Linco ln was laid up diagonally in a bed far too short for his lanky frame. As doctors attended to him throughout the night, family, friends and associates kept a bedside vigil, listening to his labored breathing. It was only at 7:22 the next morning that Lin coln finally breathed his last. With Lincoln's passing, Stanton uttered the memorable words, "now he belongs to the ages."


  After his death, Lincoln laid in state for in the East Room of White House for a period of days. After this, an extended funeral procession brought him west by railroad to Springfield, in an eerie bookend to the inauguration journey that had borne him ea st just over four years earlier. Stops were made in various locales, and people all along the line turned out to pay their respects. At last, on May 4, 1865, Lincoln was laid to rest at Oak Ridge Cemetery, near Springfield, Illinois.


  Meanwhile, attempting to flee justice, Booth escaped to Maryland on horseback and was later smuggled into Virginia. But on April 26 federal agents trapped Booth in a barn near Port Royal, Virginia, where he was shot and killed. Thereafter, several ot her conspirators involved in the grand assassination plot were brought to justice. Seven men and one woman faced trials in the summer of 1865. Four of these were later hanged, one died in prison, and the other three were pardoned by President Johnson in 1869.


  With this last chapter closed on the life of Lincoln, the legend began its long and fruitful blossom. In recent years, much has been made of the similarities between the lives and deaths of Lincoln and President John F. Kennedy. The two men were first e lected to Congress and as president 100 years apart. Each man was keenly concerned with civil rights, and each man had a troubled marriage, losing a child while in the White House. Both men were shot on a Friday, in the head, by a Southerner, and both w ere succeeded by a Southerner named Johnson. In addition, both assassins were known by three names, born 100 years apart, and assassinated themselves before they could be brought to trial.


  Such are the coincidences that sustain the myths of both Lincoln and Kennedy today. But at the time of Lincoln's assassination, the event had a religious, rather than secular, significance. Because he was assassinated on Good Friday, Lincoln was viewed for years afterward as a martyr to and savior of the causes of emancipation and union. And ironically, in assassinating Lincoln, Booth may have killed the South's own last best chance at salvation. For after the death of Lincoln, reconstruction took on an even greater tone of vengefulness.


  1865 and Beyond


  How would Lincoln have dealt with the difficult business of reconstruction that faced the nation in the aftermath of the Civil War? Based on the few public remarks that Lincoln made on the subject in the months before his death, one can make a reasonable guess as to his opening gambit, but anything beyond this is mere speculation. It is safe to say that Lincoln remained much more moderate than the bulk of so-called Radical Republicans in Congress, who favored a harsh, retributive plan of reconstruction.


  As early as December of 1863, Lincoln had come forward with a generous plan of reconstruction, providing for the readmission of former Confederate states to the Union upon an oath of loyalty by one-tenth of the electorate. Radical Republicans reacted with distaste at what they found to be an all too lenient plan, and proposed instead the Wade-Davis Bill, which demanded a majority of citizens to swear loyalty before readmission would be considered. Lincoln pocket-vetoed this measure after it passed through Congress on July 4, 1864, raising the ire of those who found his executive usurpation excessive. It was a bold move that nearly cost him re-election.


  At his Second Inaugural Address, Lincoln had announced the imperative duty of the American people to proceed "with malice toward none; with charity toward all...to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds." Such a stance continued to draw criticism, with many still finding Lincoln to be overly soft in his plans for the rebels. Lincoln himself recognized the question of reconstruction to be "fraught with great difficulty." For example, should a former Confederate state be allowed the right of self-government? Lincoln's position was to allow such a transitional arrangement in more moderate states like North Carolina and Virginia, while granting the federal government a larger degree of control further to the south.


  In his final public address, concerning the question of Louisiana's re-admission to the Union, Lincoln explained that the goal of reconstruction was to restore the seceded states back into their "proper practical relation" with the federal government. To Lincoln, this did not mean federal domination in the form of confiscation and occupation. He had repeatedly voiced his objections to carpetbaggers, although he was unable to develop a clear alternative for truly effective and lasting reform. What exactly was the "proper practical relation" of the states to the federal government? No such balance had ever truly been struck, and the Civil War did more to confuse rather than to resolve this complicated issue, which continues to persist even today.


  Unfortunately, Lincoln did not survive to face the challenges of reconstruction, which were every bit as great as the Civil War itself. The task of rebuilding the nation was left to Lincoln's bewildered vice president, Andrew Johnson, who had assumed the nation's second office just forty days before. A Tennessee native who had remained loyal to the Union, Johnson found himself in a precarious position, trapped between his compassion for the south and his need to placate the harsher wishes of the Radical Republicans in Congress.


  Three major amendments to the Constitution were passed in the first years of reconstruction: the thirteenth, which abolished slavery; the fourteenth, extending citizenship to blacks; and the fifteenth, extending the right of suffrage to black males. Additionally, the Civil Rights Act of 1866 made extensive provisions in order to improve the lot of former slaves from the southern states. A Freedman's Bureau was established to ease the transition of former slaves into free society. 4,000 free schools were established for blacks, and as a result 250,000 black children began learning to read and write English.


  In order to enforce such radical legislation against the hostility of a defeated South, the federal government created five military districts to enforce principles of reconstruction. Polling places were placed under special controls, and as a result sixteen blacks were elected to Congress in the 1870s. By the Civil Rights Act of 1875, all hotels, restaurants and theaters were officially integrated, although this particular law proved particularly difficult to enforce, and was later declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1883 on the premise of states' rights.


  Heavy federal strictures on southern sovereignty naturally created a backlash. The Ku Klux Klan was founded in Pulaski, Tennessee in 1866, later enjoying a strong following in states such as Indiana, Oklahoma and Texas after its early twentieth-century revival. As the southern states slowly reacquired the power to determine their own affairs, they instituted a series of black codes to limit the rights that had been extended to blacks by the federal government.


  Johnson recognized the potentially damaging and mean-spirited nature of many reconstruction policies, and vetoed several bills in an effort to heal the still festering regional fracture. But time and again his vetoes were overridden. Would Lincoln have allowed such domination by the Radical Republicans? It is a question for all time.


  Succeeding Johnson as President in 1868, U.S. Grant spent two unremarkable terms dodging scandal and allowing reconstruction to be directed by an increasingly powerful Congress. True to his military background, Grant reinforced the decrees of reconstruction by imposing a fierce brand of martial law where needed and ordering several arrests in places where federal civil rights laws were not adhered to.


  Finally, in the scandalous presidential election of 1876, Rutherford B. Hayes narrowly defeated Samuel Tilden after an inconclusive election was decided by a Congressional committee. When the southern states indignantly threatened to secede yet again, Hayes capitulated with the Compromise of 1877, which allowed him to accede to the presidency in exchange for an effective end to reconstruction with the withdrawal of all federal troops from the southern states. And with this, after almost two decades of violent bloodshed and rhetoric, civil rights reform would remain dormant as an issue of national importance for the next eighty years.


  No one knew better than Lincoln that a Civil War fought to preserve the Union, if successful, could only end with a return to divisiveness. As he remarked in his First Inaugural Address: "Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and when, after much loss on both sides, and no gain on either, you cease fighting, the identical old questions, as to terms of intercourse, are again upon you." Somehow, over the fiercest opposition, slavery was in fact abolished, but the rights of blacks were slow in coming. Temporary reforms could only last for as long as the federal government was willing to commit forces to the southern states. With the end of reconstruction, southerners quickly reverted to the local rule of law, which equaled terror for many blacks during the decades to come.


  Nevertheless, for a brief moment then, and increasingly today, a spirit of reform moved the United States closer to its founding principle that "all men are created equal." No single man was more responsible for such progress in the nineteenth century than Abraham Lincoln. This fact has been well-remembered in the many encomiums that have been produced for Lincoln in the 135 years since his death.


  One of the most famous songs of praise to Lincoln was written by Walt Whitman, who served as a clerk and nurse in Washington during the Civil War and later came to be a close friend and adviser to the president. In his memorial poem to Lincoln titled "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed," Whitman called him 'the sweetest, wisest soul of all my days and lands." While Lincoln surely would have been flattered by such praise, he might have found more pleasure in the insightful words of fellow Illinois hero Vachel Lindsay. In his poem "Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight (Springfield, Illinois)," Lindsay aptly memorialized the freedom-loving strongman with a wink and a nod as 'the quaint great figure that men love,/ the prairie lawyer, master of us all."


  Study & Essay


  
    Study Questions


    
      
        Was Lincoln's performance as president in keeping with his previous political record?
      


      In certain areas, yes, and in others, no. As a Whig in the Illinois State Legislature and later in the U.S. House of Representatives, Lincoln was a staunch advocate of internal improvements, a national banking system, and frontier settlement. During his presidency, he continued to support these causes, and implemented policies to further them. Additionally, he maintained a consistent opposition to the expansion of slavery. An unsuccessful bill to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia later became law during his first term as president. So, generally, with regard to domestic policy, Lincoln's presidency was of a piece with his previous political activity. The main difference between Lincoln the legislator and Lincoln the president lies in his attitude toward the balance of power between the executive and legislative branches of the federal government. As a Congressman, Lincoln had been extremely critical of President Polk's sweeping executive privileges during the Mexican War, arguing that only the legislature had the power to declare and direct the course of war. But during the Civil War, Lincoln himself usurped a considerable amount of Congressional authority, wielding more power than any president before or, arguably, since.

    


    
      
        How did Lincoln transform the nature of the federal government?
      


      Insofar as the Civil War was a battle to determine the balance of power between federal and state rights, the Union emerged from Appomattox with a much stronger federal government than ever before. Lincoln had a large hand in this, directing an elaborate military and policy campaign to keep the rights of the states in check. By declaring martial law in several areas above and beyond the authority of several state governors, by banishing and imprisoning numerous dissidents considered traitors to the federal cause, and by asserting and defending the policy that it was fundamentally impossible for the several states to separate from the Union, Lincoln augmented the powers of the federal government considerably. Through the passage of several domestic policies such as the Homestead, Land Grant and Pacific Railroad Acts, Lincoln strong-armed federal authority westward in the midst of the conflict, weakening the already diminishing position of the Confederate states. And finally, in the institution of the first income tax and the first issue of a national currency, Lincoln laid down a pair of economic cornerstones that continue to propel the federal government to this day.

    


    
      
        To what extent was Lincoln responsible for ending slavery in the United States?
      


      Slavery had been abolished in certain northern states during the late eighteenth century. By the time of the Civil War, only four of the states that remained in the Union, the so-called border states, continued to retain slavery. In the early stages of the war, Lincoln took a very conservative approach to the question of slavery, following the law to the letter by restoring numerous slaves freed during battle to their previous owners! Even his much- celebrated Emancipation Proclamation only applied to slaves in the Confederacy, and in fact had no direct bearing on slavery policy in what at that time remained of the United States. This proclamation freed very few slaves in short order, and what slaves were eventually freed during the war were liberated though the power of war rather than by executive decree. Lincoln ran for re-election in 1864 on the platform of an abolition amendment, and though such legislation was eventually seen through, it was months after Lincoln's death before his successor, President Johnson, signed the amendment into law. Thus, though Lincoln today stands as the obvious figurehead of the abolition movement, the end of slavery in the United States was a much more gradual and complicated process. Lincoln did much to encourage the final push toward emancipation, but he had several critics among the more radical abolitionists. In the end, Lincoln's contribution was more in the rhetoric than in the actual doing.

    

  


  
    Essay Topics


    
      What events in Lincoln's youth and early manhood prepared him for the rigors of politics?
    


    
      Was Lincoln a politician in the right place at the right time?
    


    
      Did Lincoln overstep his bounds as president?
    


    
      Which of Lincoln's many wartime policies do you find most objectionable, and why?
    


    
      How did Lincoln alienate the Republican party during the course of his presidency?
    


    
      Why was Lincoln able to win re-election despite fears that he would be defeated?
    


    
      How might Lincoln have handled reconstruction had he survived to serve his second term?
    

  


  Review & Resources


  
    Review Test


    
      1. What state was Lincoln born in?


      
        A. Illinois

        B. Indiana

        C. Kentucky

        D. Virginia

      

    


    
      2. To what city did Lincoln take two trips on a flatboat during his late teens?


      
        A. Mobile

        B. New Orleans

        C. New York City

        D. St. Louis

      

    


    
      3. In what war did Lincoln serve as the captain of his volunteer company?


      
        A. Black Hawk War

        B. Civil War

        C. Mexican War

        D. Revolutionary War

      

    


    
      4. In what year did Lincoln first run for public office?


      
        A. 1823

        B. 1832

        C. 1834

        D. 1846

      

    


    
      5. Who was Lincoln rumored to have had a passionate romance with?


      
        A. Mary Baker Eddy

        B. Betsy Ross

        C. Ann Rutledge

        D. Harriet Tubman

      

    


    
      6. Which of the following jobs did Lincoln NOT hold during the early 1830s?


      
        A. phrenologist

        B. postmaster

        C. store clerk

        D. surveyor

      

    


    
      7. What party did Lincoln belong to during his first years in politics?


      
        A. Democrat

        B. Federalist

        C. Republican

        D. Whig

      

    


    
      8. How old was Lincoln when he got married?


      
        A. 23

        B. 28

        C. 33

        D. 38

      

    


    
      9. Lincoln only owned one house in his entire life. What city was this house in?


      
        A. Chicago

        B. Louisville

        C. Springfield

        D. Washington

      

    


    
      10. How many children did the Lincolns have?


      
        A. 1

        B. 2

        C. 3

        D. 4

      

    


    
      11. Of the following, who was thought to be an illegitimate child?


      
        A. Lincoln's father

        B. Lincoln's mother

        C. Lincoln

        D. Lincoln's youngest son

      

    


    
      12. What Kentucky senator did Lincoln greatly admire?


      
        A. John C. Calhoun

        B. Henry Clay

        C. Franklin Pierce

        D. James Polk

      

    


    
      13. In what year was Lincoln elected to the House of Representatives?


      
        A. 1838

        B. 1846

        C. 1854

        D. 1858

      

    


    
      14. What Democratic senator emerged as Lincoln's main political rival in the 1850s?


      
        A. Stephen Douglas

        B. Frederick Douglass

        C. Robert E. Lee

        D. William Seward

      

    


    
      15. What was the name of the controversial policy outlined in the Kansas-Nebraska Act?


      
        A. Desert Storm

        B. manifest destiny

        C. The New Deal

        D. popular sovereignty

      

    


    
      16. What was the name of the group opposed to slavery in all forms?


      
        A. abolitionists

        B. Falun Gong

        C. suffragettes

        D. teetotalers

      

    


    
      17. What important Supreme Court decision declared slaves to be property, not citizens?


      
        A. Brown v. Board of Education

        B. Dred Scott

        C. Miranda v. Arizona

        D. Roe v. Wade

      

    


    
      18. In 1858, which state hosted a series of debates between Lincoln and Douglas?


      
        A. Illinois

        B. Indiana

        C. Kansas

        D. Nebraska

      

    


    
      19. Where did Lincoln deliver an influential speech in February of 1860?


      
        A. Cooper Institute

        B. Gettysburg College

        C. Harvard University

        D. Smithsonian Institute

      

    


    
      20. What party nominated Lincoln for president in 1860?


      
        A. Constitutional Union

        B. Democratic

        C. Republican

        D. Whig

      

    


    
      21. In the 1860 presidential election, Lincoln won what percentage of the popular vote?


      
        A. 40 percent

        B. 50 percent

        C. 55 percent

        D. 60 percent

      

    


    
      22. Who was Lincoln's vice president from 1861-1865?


      
        A. Salmon Chase

        B. Hannibal Hamlin

        C. Andrew Johnson

        D. U.S. Grant

      

    


    
      23. What was the first state to secede from the Union, on December 20, 1860?


      
        A. Alabama

        B. Georgia

        C. South Carolina

        D. Tennessee

      

    


    
      24. Which senator made an unsuccessful compromise proposal in December 1860?


      
        A. Henry Clay

        B. John Crittenden

        C. Jefferson Davis

        D. William Seward

      

    


    
      25. Who directly preceded Lincoln as president of the United States?


      
        A. James Buchanan

        B. Millard Fillmore

        C. Franklin Pierce

        D. Zachary Taylor

      

    


    
      26. Where were the first shots of the Civil War fired?


      
        A. Chickamauga

        B. Fort Sumter

        C. Manassas

        D. Shiloh

      

    


    
      27. Where did the Union army suffer its first major defeat?


      
        A. Bunker Hill

        B. Guadalcanal

        C. Manassas

        D. Normandy

      

    


    
      28. What incident caused tensions between the Union and Great Britain in November 1861?


      
        A. Boston Tea Party

        B. Trent Affair

        C. Watergate

        D. XYZ Affair

      

    


    
      29. Who was the president of the Confederate States of America?


      
        A. Jefferson Davis

        B. Robert E. Lee

        C. Andrew Jackson

        D. Stonewall Jackson

      

    


    
      30. Which of the following states did the Emancipation Proclamation apply to?


      
        A. Kansas

        B. Missouri

        C. Pennsylvania

        D. Virginia

      

    


    
      31. Which of the following was NOT a nickname bestowed upon Lincoln?


      
        A. Honest Abe

        B. Chuckles

        C. The Rail-Splitter

        D. The Tycoon

      

    


    
      32. Which of the following bills was NOT signed into law by Lincoln?


      
        A. Conscription Act

        B. Homestead Act

        C. Morrill Land Grant Act

        D. Sherman Anti-Trust Act

      

    


    
      33. Where did major rioting occur against the Conscription Act in the summer of 1863?


      
        A. Baltimore

        B. Fort Seattle

        C. New York City

        D. Watts

      

    


    
      34. What Union victory prompted Lincoln to remark, "the father of waters again goes unvexed to the sea"?


      
        A. Fredericksburg

        B. Gettysburg

        C. Shiloh

        D. Vicksburg

      

    


    
      35. How long did Lincoln's Gettysburg Address take to deliver?


      
        A. Four hours and seven minutes

        B. Two minutes

        C. Twenty minutes

        D. Two hours

      

    


    
      36. Who did Lincoln name as commander of all Union forces in March 1864?


      
        A. himself

        B. U.S. Grant

        C. George B. McClellan

        D. William Tecumseh Sherman

      

    


    
      37. What country led a hostile takeover of Mexico in the spring of 1864?


      
        A. Britain

        B. France

        C. Spain

        D. United States

      

    


    
      38. Who did Lincoln have a falling out with in 1864, only to nominate as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court later that same year?


      
        A. Salmon P. Chase

        B. Stephen Douglas

        C. William Seward

        D. Charles Sumner

      

    


    
      39. Who ran against Lincoln for president in 1864?


      
        A. John C. Fremont

        B. Horace Greeley

        C. George B. McClellan

        D. Winfield Scott

      

    


    
      40. What state was admitted to the Union on October 31, 1864, in hopes of boosting Lincoln's results in the electoral college?


      
        A. Minnesota

        B. Nevada

        C. Oregon

        D. West Virginia

      

    


    
      41. In what speech did Lincoln utter the famous expression "With malice toward none; With charity toward all"?


      
        A. First Inaugural Address

        B. Emancipation Proclamation

        C. Gettysburg Address

        D. Second Inaugural Address

      

    


    
      42. What city did Sherman burn in November 1864?


      
        A. Atlanta

        B. Memphis

        C. Mobile

        D. Richmond

      

    


    
      43. Which state's re-application to the Union did Lincoln speak hopefully of in his final public address?


      
        A. Alabama

        B. Louisiana

        C. Tennessee

        D. South Carolina

      

    


    
      44. Who assassinated Abraham Lincoln?


      
        A. John Wilkes Booth

        B. Lee Harvey Oswald

        C. James Earl Ray

        D. Jack Ruby

      

    


    
      45. How old was Lincoln when he died?


      
        A. 52

        B. 56

        C. 61

        D. 65

      

    


    
      46. Where is Lincoln buried?


      
        A. Arlington

        B. Gettysburg

        C. Springfield

        D. Washington

      

    


    
      47. Who succeeded Lincoln as president of the United States?


      
        A. U.S. Grant

        B. Hannibal Hamlin

        C. Benjamin Harrison

        D. Andrew Johnson

      

    


    
      48. Which of the following amendments abolished slavery?


      
        A. Fifth

        B. Thirteenth

        C. Fifteenth

        D. Nineteenth

      

    


    
      49. Which of Lincoln's sons went on to become a successful lawyer and politician in his own right?


      
        A. Robert

        B. Eddie

        C. Willie

        D. Tad

      

    


    
      50. Who is buried in Grant's Tomb?


      
        A. Grant

        B. Hoffa

        C. Lincoln

        D. The Unknown Soldier

      

    


    
      Answer Key:


      1: C; 2: B; 3: A; 4: B; 5: C; 6: A; 7: D; 8: C; 9: C; 10: D; 11: B; 12: B; 13: B; 14: A; 15: D; 16: A; 17: B; 18: A; 19: A; 20: C; 21: A; 22: B; 23: C; 24: B; 25: A; 26: B; 27: C; 28: B; 29: A; 30: D; 31: B; 32: D; 33: C; 34: D; 35: B; 36: B; 37: B; 38: A; 39: C; 40: B; 41: D; 42: A; 43: B; 44: A; 45: B; 46: C; 47: D; 48: B; 49: A; 50: A

    

  


  
    Further Reading


    
      http://www.netins.net/showcase/creative/lincoln/speeches/autobiog.htm (Featuring three short autobiographical descriptions written by Lincoln.)
    


    
      http://www.fgi.net/LincolnLegalPapers/ (A brief history of Lincoln's career as a prairie lawyer.)
    


    
      http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/ (For a picture of the domestic life of the President at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.)
    


    
      http://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/index.htm (An excellent resource on the life and presidency of Lincoln.)
    


    
      Donald, David Herbert. Lincoln. New York: Touchstone Books, 1996. (One of the best and most recent scholarly works about Lincoln.)
    


    
      Freedman, Russell. Lincoln: A Photobiography. New York: Clarion Books, 1987. (This Newberry Award winner is written for a younger audience, but remains an excellent distillation of Lincoln's life. Cool pictures, too!)
    


    
      Herndon, William H. and Jesse W. Weik. The History and Personal Recollections of Abraham Lincoln. Edited by Paul M. Angle. New York: Fawcett Publications, 1965. (The controversial biography by Lincoln's law partner and longtime friend.)
    


    
      Shaw, Archer H. The Lincoln Encyclopedia. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1950. (Lincoln's thoughts on everything from abolition to z).
    


    
      Thomas, Benjamin P. Abraham Lincoln. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1952. (A serviceable biography from an erstwhile historian.)
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