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  Context


  Boris Leonidovich Pasternak is well known as both a poet and a novelist. He was born in Moscow in 1890, the child of an artist and a concert pianist, both of Jewish descent. The family was well-connected in artistic circles, associating with famous writers such as Tolstoy and Rilke. Pasternak at first studied music, but in 1912, he began studying philosophy. A year later, he gave up philosophy to devote himself to poetry.


  He was married twice, once in 1921 and once in 1934. During the 1930s, he was one among many artists who were persecuted by Stalin's regime; publication of his work was restricted, so he devoted himself to translating literature from other languages, including Shakespeare's plays. Doctor Zhivago, generally considered his masterpiece, was published in 1957 in Italy, but it was denied publication in the USSR. Pasternak won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1958 but was forced to renounce the award after an intense Soviet campaign of denunciation. He pleaded with the government for permission to remain in Russia, and he lived in virtual exile in an artists' colony outside Moscow until his death in 1960.


  Summary


  Doctor Zhivago tells the story of Yury Zhivago, a man torn between his love for two women while caught in the tumultuous course of twentieth century Russian history. Yury's mother dies when he is still a young boy, and he is raised by his uncle Kolya. He enrolls at the university in Moscow, studying medicine. There he meets Tonya, and the two marry and have a son, Sasha.


  Yury becomes a medical officer in the army and is stationed in a small town. He meets Lara, a woman whom he has seen twice before. The first time, he visited the house of a woman who tried to commit suicide, and he saw Lara, the woman's daughter, exchanging glances with an older man, Komarovsky. The second time, Lara tried to shoot Komarovsky at a party and instead wounded a prosecutor from the courts. Lara is married to Pasha, a young soldier who is missing, and she has come west to find him. She has a daughter, Katya, whom she has left in Yuryatin, her birthplace in the Urals.


  Yury is captivated by Lara, but he returns to his wife and son in Moscow. Times are difficult, and the family must struggle to find food and firewood. They decide to move east to Varyniko, an estate once owned by Tonya's grandfather but now being worked as a collective. The journey is long and difficult, but when they arrive they find plenty of food and wood. Yury goes to the nearest city, Yuryatin, to use the library. There, he sees Lara once more. They begin an affair that lasts two months before Yury decides to break off contact and confess all to his wife. On his way, he is captured by the partisan army, which conscripts him as a medical officer.


  Yury is forced to remain with the army through the end of the war between the Tsarist Whites and the Communist Reds. When he is released, he returns to Yuryatin to find Lara. The two spend several months together, and then they go to Varykino to hide. Lara's former husband, Pasha, became a leader in the Urals but is now wanted. Komarovsky returns and urges them to go east with him to avoid being killed. Yury's family has been exiled to Paris, and he is promised the opportunity to join them. Yury tricks Lara into taking her daughter and going with Komarovsky, while he remains at Varykino.


  Yury returns to Moscow and finds work. He begins living with Marina, the daughter of a family friend. He and Marina have two children. Yury's old friends Misha and Nicky encourage him to resolve his divided loyalties toward Tonya and Marina. He finds a new job but on the way to his first day at work he dies of a heart attack. Lara comes to the funeral and asks Yury's half-brother, a lawyer, if there is any way to track the location of a child given away to strangers. She stays for several days and then disappears, likely dying in a concentration camp. Years later, Misha and Nicky are fighting in World War II and encounter a laundry-girl, Tanya, who tells them her life story. They determine that she is the daughter of Lara and Yury.


  Characters


  
    Yury Andreyevich Zhivago - The title character and protagonist of the novel. The son of a once-wealthy man who became an alcoholic and committed suicide. After his mother's death, Yury was cared for by his uncle Kolya. Zhivago becomes a doctor and a writer and serves in World War I. He marries Tonya, and they have two children, but he falls in love with Lara while working in a military hospital.

  


  
    Marya Nikolayevna Zhivago - Yury's mother. She dies when he is a small boy.

  


  
    Nikolay Nikolayevich Vedenyapin (Kolya) - Yury's uncle. He becomes a famous writer and settles in Switzerland but later returns to Russia.

  


  
    Nicky Dudorov - A childhood friend of Yury's.

  


  
    Misha Gordon - A friend of Yury's who witnessed the elder Zhivago's suicide.

  


  
    Alexander Alexandrovich Gromeko - Tonya's father and a wealthy friend of Yury's.

  


  
    Anna Ivanovna Gromeko (nee Krueger) - Tonya's mother; the daughter of a wealthy landowner from Varyniko, near Yuryatin.

  


  
    Antonina (Tonya) Alexandrovna Gromeko - Gromeko's daughter, later Yury's wife.

  


  
    Amalia Karlovna Guishar - The widow of a Belgian engineer, she settles in Moscow with her daughter Lara and son Rodya.

  


  
    Larissa (Lara) Fyodorovna Guishar (later Antipova) - Amalia Karlovna's daughter and Yury's lover. She marries her childhood sweetheart, Pasha Antipov, and settles with him in Yuryatin, her birthplace. She has a daughter, Katya.

  


  
    Rodyon (Rodya) Fyodorovich Guishar - Lara's brother. He attends a military academy and becomes a soldier.

  


  
    Victor Ippolitovich Komarovsky - A lawyer who drove the elder Zhivago to suicide. He assisted the Guishars out of loyalty to Amalia Karlovna's deceased husband. He preys on the young Lara.

  


  
    Pavel Pavlovich Antipov or Strelnikov - The son of a railway worker. He marries Lara and the two move to the Urals together to teach school. He joins the army and is captured. He is presumed dead but later returns, using the pseudonym Strelnikov.

  


  
    Iosif (Yusupka) Gimazetdinovich Galiullin - The son of a railway worker. He joins the White Army.

  


  
    Anfim Yefimovitch Samdevyatov - A revolutionary who helps the Zhivagos when they are in Varyniko.

  


  
    Avercius Mikulitsin - The Soviet manager of Varyniko.

  


  
    Liberius Avercievich Mikulitsin - Mikulitsin's son and a leader of the partisan army.

  


  
    Kuprik Tiverzin - A former railway strike leader who becomes a leader in the Red Army.

  


  
    Nadya Kologrigova, Kologrigov - Mother of Lipa and wife of Kologrigov. Lara serves as her governess until Lipa graduates from school.

  


  


  Chapter 1: The Five O'Clock Express


  Summary


  As a funeral procession passes, people stop to ask who is being buried. They are told that the coffin belongs to Marya Nikolayevna Zhivago. The coffin is closed, nailed, and lowered into the ground, and as the mourners throw soil onto it, a young boy crawls on top of the mound. The boy, the dead woman's son, covers his face and bursts into sobs. His uncle, Nikolay Nikolayevich Vedenyapin (Kolya), comes to lead him away. That night it grows very cold and the boy, Yura, is woken by a knocking at the window and looks outside to see nothing but snow. He worries that his mother will sink deeper and deeper into the ground, and he starts to cry again. His uncle comes to comfort him and as it grows light, they dress for their train journey to a provincial town on the Volga.


  While his mother was alive, Yura did not know that his father had left them and spent the family's fortune; he was always told that his father was away on business. When his mother developed consumption (tuberculosis), they traveled to France and Italy, where he was left with strangers and passed from house to house. He remembers a time in his early childhood when many places were named after his family, but then everything vanished and they became poor.


  In 1903, two years after his mother's death, Yura drives across the fields in an open carriage with his Uncle Kolya and Pavel, a handyman, on his second visit to Duplyanka, an art patron's estate. They are going to meet with Ivan Ivanovich Voskoboynikov, a teacher and writer of textbooks, who lives there. Kolya asks Pavel about the land and the situation of the peasants as he reads Voskoboynikov's manuscript about the land question. Kolya reminds Yura of his mother, so he likes being with him. He also looks forward to seeing Nicky Dudorov, a schoolboy who lives at Duplyanka. He goes to look for Nicky as his uncle meets with Ivan, but he finds himself wandering through the gardens and becomes more and more depressed. He prays and calls out to his mother, fainting from the emotion. He wakes to his uncle calling him and remembers that he has not prayed for his missing father but decides that his father can wait.


  In a second-class compartment of a train, Misha Gordon, an 11-year-old Jewish boy, is traveling with his father to Moscow, where his mother and sisters are preparing an apartment. On the way, a man commits suicide, and the train is delayed. Misha is shaken by the man's death, especially since the man had come several times to their compartment to speak to his father about bankruptcy law. Misha's father explains that the man was a well-known millionaire named Zhivago. His father then showered Misha with presents, the last of which was a wooden box of minerals from the Urals.


  Commentary


  This first chapter serves primarily to introduce several characters and to establish early tension. The first image of the novel--Yura crying over his mother's grave--creates a sense of morbid expectation. The further knowledge of his father's lost fortune, revealed by the scene in the train, adds suspense. This suspense is compounded by the several shifts in time and location that occur. Pasternak draws the story line of Misha into the novel by describing Misha's boredom and irritability, together with his dissatisfaction at being Jewish. When the man who kills himself is revealed to be Zhivago, the realization is both a means of integrating the different story lines and establishing the time flow of the novel. It is clear that Zhivago had a story to tell and that it was closely linked to the lives of Yura and his mother, though he has not seen them for some time. Early on, Pasternak establishes a sense of things unraveling backward through time, by revealing details about the past as the action of the novel marches forward. /PARAGRAPH The novel begins in 1901, 16 years before the Russian Revolution. Land ownership is an important issue for intellectuals such as Kolya, who is also a former member of the Russian Orthodox Church. The discussion about land reform weighs heavily on their minds and takes place on the country estate of an aristocratic patron of the arts. Kolya is described as a future famous writer, and it is important to note the future that Russia and its upper class were soon to face--one in which people like the Zhivago's were to lose their possessions and their status under the new Socialist system.


  Chapter 2: A Girl from a Different World


  Summary


  Amalia Karlovna Guishar, the Russian-French widow of a Belgian engineer, arrives in Moscow with her two children, Rodyon(Rodya) and Larissa (Lara). Larissa attends the same girls' high school as Nadya Kologrigova. With money left by her husband, and on the advice of a lawyer named Komarovsky, Amalia buys a dressmaking shop with an adjoining apartment.


  Lara has a fully formed figure at 16, and she is graceful and beautiful. She does well at school, motivated by the fact that the best students pay reduced fees. She is aware of Komarovsky looking at her strangely, and when her mother is ill he takes Lara to a dance in her place. They dance a waltz, and he kisses the young girl.


  In the autumn there is unrest among the railway workers. Kuprik Tiverzin, one in a long line of railway workers, sees the foreman Khudoleyev hitting his apprentice Yusupka and tries to protect the boy. A fight nearly ensues, but both men are restrained. Angrily, Tiverzin storms out and goes to blow the horn of the engine repair shop, starting a strike. He goes home and Yusupka's father tells him he should spend the night somewhere else to evade the police. His mother, Marfa Gavrilovna, tells him that the czar has signed a manifesto changing the society for the better. Pasha Antipov, whose father was arrested in the strike, comes to live with the Tiverzins. He and Marfa Gavrilovna join the general demonstrations, and the strikers are attacked by army dragoons; one of them strikes Marfa with a whip but does not injure her. Nikolay Nikolayevich (Kolya), recently arrived from Petersburg, sees the demonstration from his window. He is staying with his friends the Sventitskys. He is asked to speak on behalf of political prisoners at a school, and he reluctantly agrees.


  Komarovsky lives in a large apartment in the Petrovka section of Moscow, and on Sunday mornings, he walks his dog. He realizes he is in danger of becoming obsessed with young Lara. Lara is at first flattered by his secret romantic insinuations, but they also horrify her. Ashamed and confused, she goes to church for comfort, although she is not religious. Meanwhile, the Presnya Uprising begins and Lara knows two boys, Nicky Dudorov and Pasha Antipov, who are connected with it. Fearing that their house might be shelled, her family moves back to the Montenegro Hotel. There, Amalia tries to commit suicide by ingesting iodine. A doctor, Tishkevich, is summoned from a concert hosted by Alexander Alexandrovich and Nikolay Alexandrovich Gromeko, two brothers; Misha Gordon and Yura are in attendance there, and they ask to come along. Waiting for the doctor to emerge, they see Lara and Komarovsky exchanging a familiar glance. As they are leaving, Misha tells Yura that Komarovsky is the lawyer from the train--the man who caused the elder Zhivago's death.


  Commentary


  The action moves from location to location and character to character at this point, only to be brought together at the close of Chapter 2 by a single scene. In this way, the many threads of plot and character development--Lara's struggle to deal with Komarovsky's advances, the death of Yura's father, the labor strikes--that at first seem wholly unrelated are revealed to be different facets of the same story.


  The political implications of the strikes, and the various characters' involvement in them, are not altogether clear at this initial stage. Madame Guishar is called a member of the aristocracy, but she is dependent on Komarovsky for her well-being and financial stability. Lara feels that she is enslaved by the lawyer, and Yura immediately senses Komarovsky's power over her. The Guishar family is not enmeshed in the political changes taking place, but Lara's association with the young rebels and her family's fear of attack shows the all-encompassing power of the imminent societal changes rumbling below. There is a sense of impending and wide-sweeping transformation taking place, though some feel that the final resolution lies in the czar's manifesto. The connections between all the various plot lines seem to imply that there is no action that is not tied to others, and there is no life that stands independently. At the same time, Pasternak creates the sense that all of the diverse movements leading up to Madame Guishar's attempted suicide exist largely to bring Yura and Lara together.


  Chapter 3: Christmas Party at the Sventitskys


  Summary


  Yura decides to study medicine; in his spare time he writes poetry. His uncle Kolya is now living in Lausanne, Switzerland. One day, Yura comes home late from the university and hears that Anna Gromeko, who has been ill with a pulmonary inflammation, has sent for him. He tells her not to fear death, and her condition improves the next day. Later, she tells him he should marry her daughter Tonya.


  Lara decisively writes to her friend Nadya Kologrigova that she wants to move away from her mother and Komarovsky and work as a teacher, and Nadya invites her to become governess to her little sister Lipa. After three years Lara's brother Rodya comes to her saying that he has gambled away money meant for a farewell gift to the head of the Academy, and he needs seven hundred rubles to pay it back; he asks her to go to Komarovsky for it. Instead she gets the money from Kologrigov, her employer. She does not have to pay it back because she is regarded as a member of the family, but she would have secretly done so if not for the expenses she incurs by giving money to Pasha Antipov's parents. She and Pasha are in love and want to marry. When Lipa graduates and leaves home, Lara is invited to stay on at the house but she decides to start anew with money from Komarovsky. She goes to his home with a loaded revolver, planning to shoot him if he refuses. She is told that he is at a Christmas party. She stops at Pasha's house and tells him that they must marry immediately but will not tell him what is worrying her.


  Yura and Tonya arrive late to the Sventitskys' Christmas party. Lara hides in the ballroom watching Komarovsky. She dances with an elegant young man named Koka, but then she realizes that his father is the man who made a fanatical speech while prosecuting a group of railway strikers, including Tiverzin. At around two in the morning, Yura and the other guests hear a shot ring out. Chaos ensues, and Kornakov, Koka's father, emerges saying he has been attacked but is uninjured. Yura looks at the woman (Lara) who did the shooting and realizes that he is looking at the same girl that he saw years ago. He receives a message from home, commanding him to come at once. When he and Tonya arrive, Anna is already dead. She is buried in the same churchyard as Yura's mother.


  Commentary


  Lara is shown to be an impetuous, confused young woman--in contrast to the calm, contemplative Yura. At the same time, Yura is intrigued by Lara, having met her on two extraordinary occasions.


  Lara is possessed by the desire for revenge against Komarovsky, but she attacks Kornakov in his place. Like many people trapped in abusive, exploitative relationships, she is unable to separate her feelings of anger from her feelings of affection, and possibly she is too emotionally tied to Komarovsky to injure him. Her anxiety shows in her discomfort with the lifestyle she enjoys with the Kologrigovs; she thinks of going back to Komarovsky in order to be independent, although she knows that the end result will be complete dependence on the man who made her feel ashamed in her teenage years.


  When Anna dies, Yura is able to examine his character through his reaction to her death. He is also able to view the distance he has traversed since his mother's demise when he was a child; he sees that now his feelings are tempered by his scientific understanding of the world. Now he fears nothing, and he believes that he understands all.


  Chapter 4: The Advent of the Inevitable


  Summary


  As Lara lays half-conscious on the Sventitskys' bed, Komarovsky angrily paces back and forth. He is disturbed by the girl's actions, but, at the same time, he is bothered by his own remaining attraction toward her. He decides to rent a room for her and takes her there still sick with brain fever.


  The owner of the apartment, Ruffina Onissimovna, takes an immediate disliking to Lara. Komarovsky leaves her alone, but Kologrigov comes to visit and recommends a different apartment to her. He gives her ten thousand rubles as a bonus for Lipa's graduation, though Lara is reluctant to take it. She rents the apartment he recommended. Pasha and Lara decide to marry at once. Nine days later, they receive their exam results and are offered jobs teaching in Yuryatin, the town in the Ural Mountains where Lara was born. Lara gives birth to a daughter, Katya. A few years later, Pasha decides to enlist in the army, realizing that Lara does not love him so much as she enjoys the lifestyle he signifies. When she stops receiving letters from Pasha, she goes on a mission to find him. She leaves Katya with Lipa in Moscow and gets a job as a nurse on a hospital train headed for Liski, the last address from which Pasha sent letters.


  Yura, now called Yury, waits for news of his wife outside the gynecological ward of a hospital. He is not allowed to see her, even after she gives birth to a little boy. Misha Gordon decides to visit Yury Zhivago. Yury shows him the terrible results of the war and the suffering caused by of modern methods of fighting. Yury tells Misha that the medical unit is being forced to evacuate, and during the night, they hear gunfire. As he is escorting Misha to the first evacuation party, he is knocked unconscious by an explosion.


  As Yury is recovering in the officers' ward with Yusupka Galiullin, he sees Lara--who is now a nurse--come in and he recognizes her. Galiullin tells Lara that he knew her husband, and she asks how he died. He lies, saying he was taken prisoner. Lara is intrigued by Yury, who is gruff to her, but decides that there is no hope left for Pasha and that her duty is to return to her daughter and her job. As she is contemplating the passing of time, patients run in shouting that the revolution has broken out in Petersburg.


  Commentary


  The many young characters of the novel find themselves in the throes of World War I, in which Russia suffered heavy casualties. The Russian army was ill-equipped to fight on such a large scale, and many soldiers fought without weapons or shoes. The war affects the characters in different ways: Pasha sees it as an opportunity to escape from his unsatisfactory marriage, Zhivago is called upon to apply his medical skills toward an unsavory task, and Misha finds himself contemplating his own position as a member of the aristocracy and as a Jew.


  Again, Zhivago and Lara meet under difficult circumstances. When he sees her, he is immediately reminded of Anna's funeral and so does not act warmly toward the young nurse. For her part, Lara is aware of Pasha's probable death but does not react dramatically or even emotionally. She decides, pragmatically, that she should collect her daughter and go home to the Urals. While she wants more information about her husband's death, she also knows she does not love Pasha wholeheartedly. His youthful infatuation with her was an easy exit from her confused dealings with an older, more manipulative man. Now that Pasha is dead she can move on.


  Yury and Misha examine religion more closely in their conversations during this chapter, focusing much of their attention on the Jews. The question of religion will become more important after the revolution: Leninists attempted to do away with the traditional religious values held by the Russian people. When Lara hears patients shouting about revolution, she cannot understand the far-reaching implications of this announcement: Russia is to change forever, and her life will change along with it.


  Chapter 5: Farewell to the Past


  Summary


  The hospital is evacuated to a small town called Melyuzeyevo. Near it rests another town, Zabushino, which became an independent republic for two weeks, partly on the strength of a story that the leader's assistant was a deaf-mute who had the gift of speech only in special circumstances. Zhivago, Antipova (Lara), and Galiullin are all stationed there. Yury and Lara find themselves working together quite often. Yury writes to his wife, Tonya, saying that he may be home any day and mentioning that he has been working with Antipova. He tells Tonya that she is the girl from the Sventitskys' Christmas party and the iodine poisoning incident. She writes back that he should leave her and marry Antipova and that she will raise their son according to sound principles. Zhivago hurriedly replies that she is crazy to think such a thing and that he has no romantic interest in Lara. He decides to speak to Lara to ensure that he is not sending any false impressions.


  Yury finds out that the town mayor is planning to send a Cossack regiment to attack rebels hiding in the forest. He goes to see Lara but decides not to disturb her. He goes to a meeting in the town square and hears Ustinya, one of the servants from the estate, discussing the question of a deaf-mute who suddenly began to speak. The next evening, he sees Lara ironing. She tells him that she is going back to the Urals. He says that he wants to talk to her without being suspected of ulterior motives and tells her about his wife and son. He says that Lara's eyes show her to be wandering in an enchanted world, and he wants someone to come and tell him that he does not have to worry about her, but if that were to happen, he would knock the man down. He apologizes, sensing that he has overstepped a boundary. Lara begs him to get a drink of water and then return as the man she used to know him as. A week later, she leaves. The night before Zhivago sets out for Moscow there is a storm, and Mademoiselle Fleury, a servant, hears a knock at the door. She is afraid to answer it alone, so Zhivago goes with her. They find that it is only the storm, but they both imagine Lara coming in, soaked from the rain.


  At Biryuchi Station, Comissar Gintz is attempting to defend himself against the group of Cossacks sent by the mayor. He has an accent and a foreign surname, so they accuse him of being a German spy. He climbs up onto a water-barrel to speak, and the men withdraw their rifles. He falls into the water, and the men laugh. Then, a shot is fired, killing him.


  Yury takes a secret train to Moscow. On the second part of his journey, Yury sees a fair-haired youth who has been out shooting. The youth speaks strangely, although he is clearly a native Russian speaker, and Yury notices that he will not talk in the dark. The next day, he is further confused by the youth's strange conversational habits, and he does not understand immediately when the youth says he was kept out of the army by a physical defect. The youth shows him a card showing the manual alphabet and explains he was the star pupil at a school for the deaf. Zhivago asks if he had anything to do with the government of Zabushino and he answers yes.


  Commentary


  Zhivago is clearly torn between Tonya and Lara, though he will not admit it even to himself. He has been intrigued by Lara ever since seeing her under the spell of Komarovsky, and Tonya somehow senses his secret desire when he writes a seemingly innocent letter home. At the same time, both he and Lara understand their most basic responsibilities, and they part without exchanging any genuinely romantic words.


  The mystical deaf-mute in Zabushino demonstrates the chaos ensuing in the Russian villages. The villagers are willing to believe in legends and magical occurrences, and the young man takes advantage of their ignorance. Zhivago is frustrated by the haphazard managerial style of the local governments, and he is eager to leave for Moscow. He views the young deaf man with distaste, feeling him to be too arrogant and self-righteous. His own cynicism is growing. He tells Lara that they have all been reborn but with the knowledge that he cannot start completely anew. He goes back to Tonya in search of the familiar, comfortable love he enjoyed as a young man.


  Chapter 6: Moscow Bivouac


  Summary


  Zhivago arrives in Smolensky Square in Moscow and is greeted warmly by Tonya. She tells him that everyone is well and that they have given up some of the rooms to the agricultural college. Zhivago says that he is pleased they are living in a smaller space, since the rich always had too many rooms. She tells him that Uncle Kolya is back from Switzerland, and Yury is anxious to see him. Yury goes in to greet his son, whom he has not seen since he was an infant, but Sasha is afraid of him.


  The family invites old friends for dinner. They eat the duck given to Zhivago by the deaf youth, realizing that such a feast is now a rarity in Moscow. Zhivago is frustrated by his friends' changed demeanors, feeling that the revolution has stripped the rich of their individuality.


  Yury takes a job at the Hospital of the Holy Cross, where he worked before the war. He is in charge of statistics, as well as patient care. The family settles in three rooms on the top floor of their apartment. One day, Kolya races in, saying that there is fighting in the streets. Later, Sasha becomes ill with croup (laryngitis), and they cannot obtain milk or soda water to cure him because of the fighting. It is not safe to leave the house, and Yury must miss work. One evening in October, Yury walks out during a snowstorm and reads a newspaper declaring that the Soviet power has taken over Russia.


  Winter comes, and it is a dark, cold, hungry season. There are new elections all the time, and many changes at the hospital, which is now called the Second Reformed. There are food shortages, and Tonya learns to bake bread to sell. Desperate for wood, Tonya exchanges the cabinet for a load of birch. Yury is called out for an appointment at a household offering stockings or cognac as payment. He diagnoses typhus and has the woman admitted to a hospital. The tenants of the building where she lives are engaged in a meeting, and Zhivago asks to see a member of the house committee to inform her of the typhus. He is surprised to see Fatima Galiullina and asks if she is indeed Galiullin's mother. She asks to speak to him outside and begs him not to reveal her identity, since Galiullin has taken the "wrong road," and she takes him to Lara's old friend Olya Demina to ask for a cab.


  In the coming months, the Zhivagos are close to starvation. Yury is in constant fear of contracting typhus, and one day he collapses on the road. He is delirious for two weeks, and during that time, he dreams he is being fed white bread and sugar. When he recovers, he is told that they really did exist and were brought by his half-brother Yegraf, who worships everything Zhivago writes. In April, the family sets out for the old Varykino estate in the Urals.


  Commentary


  It is 1917, and Zhivago is able to return home to Moscow. He finds that everything has changed substantially, but he is still close to his wife, Tonya. They have both forgotten their discussion of letters about Lara, and Zhivago is delighted with his son, Sasha, and the reemergence of his uncle.


  While the Zhivagos are happy to abandon much of their pre-war lifestyle, firstly by giving up part of their house, they find that survival is genuinely difficult. Zhivago is exposed to sickness constantly and worries that he will bring it back to his family. After the October revolution, money ceases to be of value, and they must barter for firewood and bread. All the institutions of Russia are replaced by new organizations, and the people who were once wealthy become poor.


  At the tenants' meeting it becomes clear that families are being torn apart by the changes. Galiullina pleads with Zhivago not to reveal who her son is, since she knows that no matter what she herself does she will be judged by the acts of those with whom she associates. The Zhivagos rely on their associations with others, such as Yury's half-brother Yegraf, for their survival.


  Chapter 7: The Journey


  Summary


  Yury is against moving to Varykino, but he goes to the train station to find out about travel. He is told that trains are very rare and that to catch one he and his family must come every day to wait. The train is very uncomfortable and moves very slowly, but the Zhivagos are lucky to have a corner all to themselves. There are several army conscripts in their coach, and they hear the young men's stories. One of the boys is Vassya Brykin, a 16-year-old ironmonger's apprentice. They invite a cooperativist, Kostoyed, to dinner, and Yury exclaims to him that the countryside looks like it remains in good condition. Kostoyed tells him that 50 miles from the railroad there are peasant revolts and things are no better in the villages.


  As they leave central Russia, the trains are searched by security patrols. One night, the train stops but no one enters, so Yury goes out to investigate. He is told that the driver does not want to go on because they are approaching a dangerous stretch that should first be inspected by trolley. The train moves on, but the next day they reach a station that has been burned to the ground and they are told that they will have to wait a few days for the line to be cleared. The driver volunteers the labor conscripts and other passengers to do the shoveling. The clearing takes three days, and, to Zhivago, this time is the best of the journey. They head off again. One day, Tonya tells Yury that some of the conscripts, including Vassya, have escaped.


  The train reaches Yuryatin, and Zhivago is reminded of Anna and Lara. He meets Strelnikov (meaning the Shooter), a political extremist. They go to his room, and Strelnikov asks Yury why he is leaving Moscow for an out-of-the-way place. He laughs at Zhivago and speaks to him in threatening tones. Their conversation is interrupted when the phone rings. The phone conversation is about a schoolboy injured trying to rebel against the Red Army, and Strelnikov muses to himself that the boy could have been one of his students once; he also wonders whether his wife and daughter might still be waiting for him in Yuryatin somewhere.


  Commentary


  The train journey brings many different people together, and the Zhivagos are confronted with the awareness of being thrown into a new, unordered society in which class and social standing are no longer certain or secure. Zhivago is not opposed to this in principle, but he finds himself in the position of a potential victim, as a doctor and former gentry. He meets Strelnikov (who, of course, is Pasha Antipov) with a vague wonderment, enthralled with this rebel man and his accomplishments. Zhivago is also sympathetic toward the conscripts, who are being sent to labor camps to serve sentences for supposed treason against the new Soviet government.


  In the struggle for simple existence, the characters of the novel all find themselves in positions they could not have predicted. Strelnikov is a prime example of a young man who finds himself thrust into a position of power; while once he was an innocent student infatuated with a neighborhood girl, now he is a vicious leader in the new system. He is known by an alias that represents both his violence and power, and this new name allows him to cast the past aside completely. Only he is aware of his double life, and when he thinks about going back to Lara and Katya, he does so with the conviction that it can be done only when he has lived this new life out.


  Chapter 8: Arrival


  Summary


  Yury realizes that life in the Urals is very different from life in Moscow. Everyone seems to know each other at the station. He is greeted by Tonya, who tells him that at first they were very worried when he was escorted to Strelnikov's room, but then they were told what was happening.


  Back in his own carriage, Yury converses with a Bolshevik named Samdevyatov. He mentions his plan to live off the land, and Bolshevik tells him that he is thinking naively. Yury tells Tonya that he has a sense of foreboding. They are the only passengers to get out at Torfyanaya. Gromeko speaks to the stationmaster about their plan to go to Varyniko, and the man guesses that Tonya is the granddaughter of a man named Ivan Ernestovich Krueger. He warns her not to tell anyone of her association with the former landowner.


  The Zhivagos ride out to Varyniko in a horse-drawn carriage. They go to meet the Mikulitsins, who are shocked that the Zhivagos have chosen to settle in Varyniko of all places. Mikulitsin disparagingly implies that they are related to Krueger. Finally, he relents and offers the Zhivagos a room. The Zhivagos are amazed to discover that the Mikulitsins have real sugar and tea. Mikulitsin begins to discuss physics. When Zhivago asks how he knows so much about the subject, he says that he had a very good teacher who was married to another teacher but went off to fight in the war.


  Commentary


  Again the Zhivagos are confronted with the past. They travel back to land once owned by Tonya's family, with the notion that although it is dangerous to admit to being related to former landowners they may be able to obtain some special treatment there. They find that it is difficult to hide Tonya's lineage and are received in different ways by the people they encounter. The most important person they meet, Mikulitsin, is at first put off by the Zhivagos' clear connection to the former gentry, but he relents and allows them to stay.


  Pasha is again mentioned obliquely. Mikulitsin also believes him to have been killed on the front, and it is clear that many people living in the Urals are familiar with both Pasha and his altar ego Strelnikov, without understanding their connection to one another. While at this point the action is focused on the Zhivago family, the mention of Pasha and his wife foreshadows Lara's reappearance in the upcoming chapters.


  Chapter 9: Varykino


  Summary


  Yury begins to keep a diary in which he reflects on his family's new lifestyle in Varykino. He is aware that they are stealing from the state by working the land illegally, and he believes that their relationship to Krueger is no excuse. Mikulitsin protects them, along with the revolutionary Samdevyatov. They avoid mentioning that Yury is a doctor, but people still come from miles away for treatment. They have a good potato harvest and spend time reading classics of literature, especially Pushkin's epic poem Evgeny Onegin.


  In the spring, Yury comes to believe that Tonya is pregnant. Yury's health begins to worsen and he feels it is the first sign of hereditary heart disease. Yury goes to the nearby town of Yuryatin to visit the public library. In the reading room, Yury recognizes Lara Antipova. His first impulse is to speak to her, but he feels unusually timid. He goes on reading, and when he looks up she is gone. He looks at the books on Marxism she just returned and sees her address on an order slip. Walking home, he suddenly decides to visit her.


  Yury finds Lara filling a bucket of water at a well. She tells him that she knows he has been in the district for more than a year and asks why he has come. She also tells him that she saw him in the reading room. He tells her about his trip from Moscow, even mentioning his meeting with Strelnikov, who is rumored to be her husband. Yury says he is destined to come to a bad end. Lara tells him that she knows Pasha is using the name Strelnikov and that he ordered an attack on Yuryatin without ever coming to investigate whether she and Katya were still alive; she conjectures also that Pasha may have somehow helped her get her apartment. He is now in Siberia fighting Galiullin. They talk further about Strelnikov, and Yury calls home to tell his family that he is spending the night in Yuryatin and staying at Samdevyatov's inn, though he really sleeps at Lara's apartment.


  Two months later, Zhivago contemplates the lies he has been telling at home. He has started to call Lara by her first name and address her informally. His guilty conscience weighs heavily on him. He decides to tell Tonya everything and end his relationship with Lara. He already told Lara this and she cried but told him not to worry. He suddenly decides that there is no hurry and that, although he will confess all to Tonya eventually, for now he can go back to finish his conversation with Lara. He is eager to see her again. On his way to see her, he is halted by three horsemen and told that he is being conscripted as a medical officer in their military unit, and if he disagrees, he will be shot. One of the men works for Mikulitsin's son.


  Commentary


  Zhivago goes to Yuryatin innocently, and he tries to avoid speaking to Lara at first, knowing that he has some secret, lingering affection for her. He cannot resist seeing her and rationalizes his thoughts by convincing himself that he is only eager to see an old friend. He finds her at home and guiltily stays a long time and ends up spending the night. Worst of all, he lies to Tonya about where he was staying.


  Lara knows that her husband has become the feared Strelnikov; her reaction is somewhat angry, yet it is tempered by her own practical nature. The relationship of Lara and Zhivago, through their conversation about Pasha, is placed against the broader historical circumstances of the civil war. In the first few years after the revolution of 1917, the conservative old regime, aided by international support, fought a war against the new communist government. The communist Soviets under Lenin were of course the Reds; the conservatives were the Whites. Strelnikov and Yury are Reds, and Galiullin a White. The way that politics and unrest infiltrates even the secret, personal affair between Lara and Zhivago is made concrete when Yury is conscripted by the Red Army while on his way to see Lara.


  Zhivago admires the ease and lightness with which Lara goes about her daily tasks, and it is with this ease that she accepts Pasha's (Strelnikov's) indifference toward her and her daughter. When Yury decides to cut off contact with her, too, she accepts the proclamation as inevitable. Given the drastic societal and political changes of this period, it was necessary for Russians to relinquish their attachment to institutions of the past. Lara and Yury both accomplish this, but nonetheless they cannot abandon their affection for each other.


  Chapters 10-11: The Highway and Forest Brotherhood


  Summary


  The oldest highway in Siberia, an ancient mail road, connects hundreds of villages and their inhabitants. Khodatskoye is a town established at the crossroads of this highway and the railroad. Political prisoners are allowed to settle here after completing their terms of hard labor as "free exiles," meaning they are no longer prisoners but cannot return to Western Russia. The Soviets have been overthrown here, and Admiral Kolchak, leader of the Whites, is in command. Along the road, the Red partisans, including Liberius Mikulitsin, Tiverzin, and Pasha's father, Antipov, are meeting. In another town, the new conscripts in the White Army are taking part in a farewell party.


  Yury has been serving as a conscripted medical officer in the partisan army for two years. He has tried to escape three times but has been captured each time. Liberius likes his company and makes him sleep in his tent, which annoys Yury. They are constantly moving east, trying to drive Kolchak out of Western Siberia, but they often must flee from the Whites.


  As a medical officer, Yury is forbidden by international convention to take part in the fighting, but on two occasions he is forced to break this rule. He has no rifle, but when a telephonist is struck down he takes his rifle and fires. He looks at the body of a White guardsman he killed and does not understand why he shot him. He sees that the boy is still alive, having only fainted, and dresses him in the telephonist's clothes and nurses him back to health, releasing him afterward to go back to Kolchak's army.


  Yury is sent to see a patient named Palykh Pamphil, who has been suffering from insomnia and headaches. On his way, he is overcome with fatigue and lies down on the grass. He hears people negotiating with envoys from the enemy side. They are planning to hand Liberius over to the enemy. Yury wants to tell someone, but he does not have the opportunity, and later that day the conspiracy is uncovered and the plotters seized. Yury walks on to Pamphil's tent. Pamphil is preparing for a visit from his family, and he cannot sleep because he fears what the White Army will do to his wife and children. He tells Yury that he has been thinking about a man he killed: The young man had climbed up onto a water-barrel to shout slogans, and they had all laughed when he fell into the water, but Pamphil shot him. Yury asks him if he was stationed in Melyuzeyevo, thinking that he was the man who killed Comissar Gintz.


  Commentary


  Zhivago sees his imprisonment in abstracted terms because he is not chained or jailed but still cannot escape. He is forced to serve in the army, and he will be killed if he rebels against this order, but he is not treated badly, particularly because Mikulitsin likes him. At the same time, he feels no special loyalty to the Reds, and he even helps to save and release a White soldier.


  Yury's captivity forces him to abandon his confused obsession with Lara. He makes little mention of Lara or Tonya, instead concentrating on the tasks directly before him. He finds life in the army difficult, but his constant struggle for survival makes it impossible for him to focus on a definite goal outside of the war. He does not understand precisely what is happening between the two armies--a symptom of the general chaos ensuing during this time of political upheaval in Russia.


  In Pamphil, Zhivago sees a man with compassion and humanity who has been driven to kill. He has seen the same instinct in himself, shown when he fired at the Whites because his unit was being attacked, despite international law forbidding his participation in battle. He remembers the killing at Biryuchi Station, and the consciousness that he is now in the presence of the man responsible must bring a new sense of circularity to his perceptions: He has encountered both killers and victims, and he knows them to be only very slightly different from one another in times of war.


  Chapter 12: Iced Rowanberries


  Summary


  The partisans' families arrive, including Pamphil's wife and children. A soldier's wife named Kubarikha also appears. She is a cattle-healer and a witch. The new camp is surrounded by dense taiga, and Yury has more time to explore their natural environment. Eleven ringleaders of a conspiracy are brought to an open space to be executed. They plead for forgiveness but are all shot.


  Yury goes to see Pamphil and his family. Pamphil is very devoted to his children and carves wooden animals for them with the blade of an ax. When he hears that the families may be sent to a different camp, however, his spirits fall again. Meanwhile the Whites advance. A man with an amputated arm and leg crawls back into the camp. His amputated limbs have been tied to his back. He warns them that the Whites are planning a surprise attack. Pamphil sees the man and, fearing that his wife and children are to be tortured the same way, he kills them with his own ax. He does not kill himself, but he disappears from the camp.


  Yury meets Liberius and asks him if there is any news from Varykino. He learns that Kolchak's army has been crushed and is retreating to the east. Yury asks about Yuryatin, and he is told that there are rumors that the Whites still hold the city. Yury imagines his family trying to survive without him. He walks outside into the snow and sees a rowan tree. He imagines the tree is Lara and pulls it toward him.


  Commentary


  The atrocities of the Civil War between the Reds and the Whites grow on both sides, and Yury and the other soldiers are deeply disturbed by the bloodshed around them. The most severely affected is Pamphil, who kills his wife and children out of fear and a feeling of torment. Yury is shocked by the event but sees it in the context of the war and feels he understands it somewhat.


  Yury does not take Liberius' declaration of victory as the truth, and he also does not feel very strongly about the outcome of the war. He wants to be near his family and Lara, and he feels guilty about having to be apart from them for so long. In the rowan tree he sees not only Lara's physical form but also the pristine beauty and innocence that have been denied to him since the start of the war.


  Chapter 13: Opposite the House of Caryatids


  Summary


  Yury, aged and scraggly looking, arrives in the center of Yuryatin, where the Whites have been chased out by the Reds. He walks to Lara's apartment and sees that the windows are no longer whitewashed. He goes to her door and finds a note addressed to him. In it, Lara notifies him that she has taken Katya to Varykino to meet him. He feels happiness at hearing that she is alive and nearby but takes her trip to Varykino as a sign that his family is no longer there.


  Yury goes for a haircut and encounters a woman he thinks he remembers. He finally remembers that she is the sister-in-law of Mikulitsin and Liberius's aunt. She tells him that everyone in Varykino was shot. He asks her if she knows what happened to her brother-in-law and she says that he escaped from Varykino with his second wife. Another family living there, strangers from Moscow, also escaped, but the woman's husband, a doctor, is presumed dead. Yury surmises that his family is in Moscow.


  Yury stays in Lara's apartment for the night. He has nightmares and believes that he is ill. He wakes up to find Lara caring for him. He recovers from his illness under her ministrations, and then she tells him he must go back to his family in Moscow. They discuss the past, and Yury tells Lara that Komarovsky is the man who forced his father into ruin and suicide. She declares that the connection brings them closer together. They also discuss Strelnikov, and Lara says that her ties to the past are so strong that she would go back to him if he became Pasha again.


  Yury finds work in Yuryatin. He and Lara discuss moving to Varykino, but he still feels he must go to Moscow. His letters have received no answer. Finally, a letter is delivered. It is from Tonya, and it says that she has given birth to a daughter, and she and the others are being deported from Russia. She writes not knowing whether Yury is alive or dead, so clearly she has not received his letters. She declares that she hopes he will get a separate visa to follow them but that she does not harbor much hope. She also says that she knows he does not love her and that she knows Lara is the opposite of herself. Yury is overcome by grief upon realizing that he will never see them again, and he falls down unconscious.


  Commentary


  Yury goes first to Lara's apartment, although she herself expects him to travel to Varykino. While he wants to see his family, mainly for reassurance that they are still alive and well, he is driven by a more directed passion to be near Lara. He is elated to see her again. He plans to go to Moscow, but his illness, coupled with the difficulty of traveling, makes it easy for him to postpone the trip. He is in love with Lara, though he will not admit to himself that he loves her more deeply than he loves Tonya, for whom he still carries affection and loyalty.


  Tonya has clearly been aware of his relationship with Lara ever since she first learned of their friendship during World War I. She was aware of their love for each other long before Yury himself would admit it, and although she is jealous and saddened, she does not feel she can prevent them from being together. In some sense, Tonya and Yury were brought together by Tonya's mother Anna, and theirs was not a true, mutual love.


  Yury Zhivago, by this time, has lost all of his youthful idealism, and his attention is focused only on survival, passion, and loyalty. He no longer contemplates religious or political questions, and he sees himself stripped clean of all those pretenses by the harrowing experiences of the war, which was fought over differing interpretations of those very questions of politics and religion.


  Chapter 14: Again Varykino


  Summary


  Komarovsky visits Lara, much to their surprise. He says that he wants to speak to Yury that evening and that they and Pasha are all in great danger. Yury wants to leave before Komarovsky comes back, but Lara throws herself at his feet and begs him to stay. He does meet Komarovsky, who tells him that he is on a list of people to be killed in the purges. He invites them to go to the Far East with him, where he can help Yury to take a boat overseas. He explains the importance of mineral-rich Mongolia, and he tells Yury that once he crosses the border he will be free.


  They do not hear from Komarovsky again, and they decide to go to Varykino to hide. They stay at the Mikulitsins' old house and find toys and a toboggan to entertain Katya with. They stay for two weeks, though Lara hears wolves at night and, thinking they are soldier's dogs, is anxious to leave. Komarovsky appears again, and Lara wants to take him up on his offer this time. Yury explains that there is no question of him going, but he wants Lara to think it over. Komarovsky asks to speak to Yury alone. He tells him that Strelnikov has been captured and shot and that Lara and Katya are in great danger because of their association with him. Yury agrees to pretend that he will follow them to encourage Lara to leave with Komarovsky.


  Yury decides to go to Moscow but stays behind in the house to think of Lara. He drinks long gulps of vodka and feels he is losing his mind. Samdevyatov comes for his horse and promises to return for Yury a few days later. A stranger comes, and Yury is surprised when he sees that it is Strelnikov. He explains that many of the goods at the house were requisitioned while the Red Army occupied the east. He also says that he knew of Zhivago's association with Lara, and he was understandably jealous. He warns Yury to leave Varykino immediately because Strelnikov is being pursued and Yury has implicated himself by speaking to him. He recounts his love for Lara, saying that he has been planning to return to her after his life's work ended. Yury tells him that Lara loved him more than anyone else in the world. Pasha begs him not to leave.


  Yury goes to sleep and dreams of his childhood. He dreams that his mother's watercolor fell from the wall, and he wakes up thinking he heard a gunshot but then falls asleep again. In the morning, he walks outside and finds Pasha lying in the snow, having shot himself.


  Commentary


  Komarovsky comes to rescue Lara and Yury from probable death, but Yury resists. He wants to stay in Varykino, but his reasons are unclear. Firstly, he does not want to escape to another country, out of either loyalty to Russia or a feeling of duty. Perhaps he feels that, having lost Tonya, he must now let Lara go.


  During the twenties, millions of Russians were accused of committing crimes against the new government. As former gentry and associates of Strelnikov, both Lara and Yury are at risk. Yury's family is deported, and Yury knows he is risking execution by remaining in Russia. Pasha knows that if he is captured he will be tried unjustly and executed with little chance for appeal.


  Yury feels mercy toward Pasha and tells him that Lara loved him with the knowledge that neither of them is likely to see her again. He gives Pasha a sense of happiness, which appears to be all the man wants before dying, since he takes his own life soon after hearing Yury's words.


  Chapter 15: Conclusion


  Summary


  Yury appears in Moscow with a young boy. Both are very shy, and Yury is dressed in rags. Yury made much of his journey on foot, then completed it by train. In a burnt-out village he met Vassya Brykin, the young boy. They arrive in 1922, at the start of the New Economic Policy period, which represented a rollback of socialist policy for the sake of economic stability. Yury helps Vassya to enroll in a printing and design course; he supports himself by writing booklets about philosophy. He tries to obtain either a visa to join his family in Paris or political rehabilitation for them to return to Russia, but his efforts fail. Vassya feels that Yury's efforts are half-hearted and loses respect for him; their relationship gradually deteriorates. Vassya moves out of the apartment they share and Zhivago ceases to associate with people and lives in great poverty.


  Markel Shchapov, once the manager of Yury's building in Moscow, is now the manager of the Sventitskys' old home. Yury strikes up a friendship with Markel's daughter Marina, and they live together as husband and wife. They have two daughters. Misha Gordon and Nicky Dudorov live nearby. Although Yury is not yet 40, he has developed sclerosis of the heart. Gordon tells Yury that he must make peace with the past and reconcile his life with Marina with his still existing feelings for Tonya. Yury tells Misha that he has suddenly begun receiving letters from Paris and believes Tonya may have found someone else. The next day, Marina runs to Misha asking where Yury is, and Misha does not know. Misha, Nicky, and Marina all receive letters from Yury explaining that he is going to change his way of life and that he has sent money to pay for a nanny for the children while Marina goes back to work, so that she can support herself until he returns.


  Yury sees his half-brother Yevgraf, who promises to find him a good job as a doctor. There is some delay, and Yury has time to write. Riding the tram on his way to his first day at his new job, he is suddenly faint and unable to breathe; he is seized by panic. He feels a pain that he senses is a sign of imminent death, and he runs outside for fresh air but collapses and does not get up again. On her way to obtain an exit visa to return to Switzerland, Mademoiselle Fleury passes the body without any awareness of who it belongs to.


  Lara appears at the funeral. She traveled from Irkutsk to Moscow to enroll her daughter in a boarding school. She went to the Sventitskys' house to see if Pasha's acquaintances still lived there and instead found mourners surrounding Yury's body. Yevgraf asks her to stay to help sort through Yury's papers; she asks whether there is any way to trace the history of a child sent to an orphanage. Lara stays several days, but one day she goes out and never comes back. Her disappearance is mysterious, but it is likely she was captured and sent to a concentration camp.


  Commentary


  Zhivago goes to Moscow because it is his home, and he finds that some of his friends are still there. He is not an old man, but his heart is weak, and he views himself as being near the end of his life. He marries again, though not formally. Vassya believes that Zhivago has not tried hard enough to be reunited with Tonya; Misha supports this sentiment when he tells Zhivago that he is acting badly toward both Marina and Tonya. It is Lara that Zhivago truly loves, and he has already banished her from his life.


  After Zhivago's death Lara happens upon his funeral by chance, as so much of their relationship has been. In death they seem fated to meet, even as in life. She mourns him and their lost life together. She is angry that he abandoned her in the way that he did. And though Zhivago abandoned her in hopes that it would bring her safety, Lara's disappearance destroys that hope. Zhivago's abandonment of her was fruitless. The last sentence of chapter 15 is one of the most poignant sentences of the novel: Lara is "forgotten as a nameless number on a list which was later mislaid, in one of the innumerable mixed or women's concentration camps in the north." It is the cold indifference of the line that gives it such power. The most tragic result of the tragedies that took place during Lara's lifetime, the tragedies that were so influenced by the transformation of Russia into the Soviet Union, is the dehumanization of everyone, including Yury and Lara.


  Chapter 16: Epilogue


  Summary


  In 1943, Misha Gordon and Nicky Dudorov are both officers in the Red Army fighting in World War II. They have both served sentences in the gulags, and Nicky's fiancée was killed carrying out a mission against the Germans. The regimental laundry is entrusted to a girl named Tanya, who tells them the story of her life.


  Tanya is the daughter of members of the gentry. Her mother was living with a man named Komarov who was not her real father. He was a Russian Cabinet member hiding in Mongolia. When the Reds moved in, he sent Tanya's mother and the entire household away on a secret train. Komarov did not know about Tanya's existence and did not like children. Tanya's mother sent her to stay with Marfa, the signal woman at the train station, for a few days; Tanya never saw her mother again.


  Tanya stayed with Marfa's family, working at various jobs and looking after Marfa's son Petya. One day, a man came to the door saying he had killed Marfa's husband and would spare Marfa's life only if she gave over the money her husband earned from selling their cow. She tells the bandit that the money is in the cellar, but he takes Petya down with him when he goes to retrieve it. Marfa locks him in and will not let him out even when he threatens to kill Petya. He bites Petya to death. Tanya stops a train and tells the Red Army soldiers inside what happened. They tie the bandit up and drive the train over him. Tanya boarded the train and traveled all across the country.


  Later, Gordon and Dudorov talk about Tanya's story. Gordon asks Dudorov, "You know who she is?" and Dudorov replies, "Yes, of course." She is the daughter of Zhivago and Lara. They agree that Yevgraf will look after her, as she has told them that Yevgraf, now a Major-General, has promised to pay for her studies.


  Commentary


  The Epilogue exists both to shed light on the events taking place in Russia after Zhivago's death and to suggest that, although Zhivago and Lara both die, their legacy lives on in their child. Gordon and Dudorov, meanwhile, grow old as friends. They respect Yury's memory and even preserve his writing for him. They go on living, while he takes up a new existence as a deceased tragic hero, driven to despair and death by his flaws and his passion.


  Tanya lives a difficult life, beginning with her childhood separation from her mother. In her, Gordon and Dudorov observe all the effects of revolution and war. Tanya, a child of the intelligentsia, is forced to live among people who have no respect for the things that her parents held dear and no true affection for her. She wanders the country with the same desolate aimlessness that came to possess her father. Just as Zhivago was reared by his uncle, so it is Yevgraf who promises to save Tanya from her orphaned, lonely fate. Stuck on the boundary between her anguished past and a hopeful future, Tanya represents both the tragedy of her era and the hope of a new beginning.


  Analysis


  Doctor Zhivago is an epic, a romance, and a history. It tells the story of Russian people forced to live through the many tragedies of the first half of the twentieth century, and it tells of the emotional trials of love in its most complicated forms. Yury Zhivago is a classic tragic hero, flawed in his inability to control his life and his loyalties but defined by a strong moral character and the desire to do right. The story of his life begins with misfortune; his parents both die when he is a child, and he is raised by his uncle. Later, he marries a friend for whom he has much affection, but he finds that he is drawn to another woman. He and his wife must struggle to survive under the threat of starvation and persecution, and he is forced to take part in the brutalities of war. He still finds himself longing for Lara, however, despite his feelings of loyalty toward Tonya.


  In the course of Yury's life, the modern history of Russia is revealed. He is born under czarist rule but lives through World War I, the Revolution, and the Civil War. He begins life as the member of a wealthy family, but he is reduced to poverty by his father's alcoholism. He remains a member of the intelligentsia, and he focuses his attention on questions of philosophy and religion. The revolution changes the face of Russian society, and he finds that his family history and his status as a doctor make him suspicious to the people who come to power.


  Yury seems destined for a tragic end, and, ultimately, his life is characterized by brief moments of happiness surrounded by periods of darkness. He finds all of his convictions challenged, and he cannot maintain his relationship with any of the women he loves. After his death, Yury leaves behind children born to three different women, all destined for different fates: exile, poverty, or uncertainty.


  Study Questions & Essay Topics


  
    Study Questions


    
      
        1. What are the differences between the relationship of Yury and Tonya and that of Yury and Lara?
      


      Yury has known Tonya since his youth and he feels affection toward her and her entire family. He meets her before World War I, during a time of relative innocence and happiness in his life. He encounters Lara under vastly different circumstances, and to Yury she represents an innocence now lost, especially since he has seen her in two bizarre situations previously.

    


    
      
        2. In the novel, many different characters encounter each other in what seem like coincidental occurrences. Does fate play a role in the story? How?
      


      There are many coincidental encounters between the various characters. At the very beginning of the book, Misha sees Yury's father on a train. Yury encounters Lara under numerous odd circumstances, almost as though they are fated to meet one another. While it is not clear that fate controls the action of the novel, there is a sense that the characters' lives are inextricably connected.

    


    
      
        3. Trace the development of the relationship between Lara and Komarovsky.
      


      Lara sees herself as Komarovsky's prisoner, and he has control over both her early and later life. He has power over her because he is substantially older and wealthier, and she finds herself dependent on him when she is most vulnerable. She tries to liberate herself from him, but she repeatedly discovers that she cannot escape his control, although her relationship with Yury gives her the strength to refuse his offer to take her to the east. When Yury tricks her, however, she is under Komarovsky's control again.

    


    
      
        4. Is Tonya correct in saying that Yury does not love her? Why or why not?
      


      Tonya knows of Yury's relationship with Lara, but she does not resent him for it. Rather, she is saddened by the knowledge that they cannot have an equal relationship. Yury does love Tonya, but not in the way he loves Lara. While his love for Tonya is not defined by passion, he nonetheless feels a strong, affectionate loyalty toward her.

    

  


  
    Suggested Essay Topics


    
      1. Why does Zhivago tell Strelnikov that Lara loved him more than anyone?
    


    
      2. Why does Zhivago stay in Varykino instead of accompanying Lara to the east?
    


    
      3. Why does Zhivago try only halfheartedly to be reunited with his family in Paris?
    


    
      4. How does Yury's character develop through the course of the novel?
    


    
      5. Is Yury the only protagonist of the novel? Is there an antagonist?
    


    
      6. Identify one major theme in the novel and explain how it relates to the development of Yury's character.
    

  


  
    Further Reading


    
      Ivinskaya, Olga. A Captive of Time: My Years with Pasternak. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1978.
    


    
      Pasternak, Boris. An Essay in Autobiography. London: Collins and Harvill, 1959.
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