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  Context


  F ranklin Delano Roosevelt, who was in office for an unprecedented four terms, led the United States through two of its greatest crises, the Great Depression and World War II. The extravagance of the Roaring Twenties came to an abrupt end in 1929 with the crash of the stock market. Imprudent investment, a deceptive stock market bubble, and the natural boom and bust of the business cycle led to the beginning of the Great Depression in America. The first three and a half years of the depression were marked by dramatic signs of the nation's poverty: breadlines and soup kitchens in every city, families shivering in tents on the street in the middle of winter, men around fires at railroad tracks. President Herbert Hoover, who had been ushered into office during the prosperity of the twenties, was then swept from office by the Depression. His humanitarian sentiments were tempered by a strong distaste for using federal funds for direct aid to suffering Americans and an equal distaste for deficit spending.


  Roosevelt, in the election of 1932, presented a strong contrast to Hoover's seeming impotence in office, and followed through on his promise to wage war against the ravages of the depression. Roosevelt and the new Congress authorized the use of government funds for either direct aid or for job creating programs. Though the relief programs of the New Deal prevented the bottom from falling out of a suffering nation, they did not bring the economic downturn to an end. At the beginning of World War II, the depression was in its eleventh year. There were still nine million people unemployed, despite the expenditure of billions of dollars of federal funds on jumpstarting the economy.


  Americans faced a lighter load than many other countries after the First World War. The imposition of harsh war indemnities on the losers of the last battle and the retreat into isolationism of both victors and losers resulted in a worldwide depression. Desperate situations in countries such as Germany–where inflation was so severe that many people were paid in cash by the wagonload and burned currency to keep warm–encouraged the rise of fascist dictators such as Hitler in Germany and Mussolini in Italy. These men took advantage of the desperate situations in their nations to rise to power on a platform of imperialist ambition.


  The spirit of isolationism and the poor economic situation in Europe prompted Britain and France to look askance at Germany's violations of the Treaty of Versailles, signed at the end of the First World War. Germany began by imposing compulsory military service for all of its citizens. Since nearly all of Germany's possessions had been destroyed at the end of WWI, their factories began to produce new munitions to outfit a larger army than before. They soon had an army of over six million men with the newest and most potent weapons in the world. When Hitler began to lay claims on lands taken from the country in the Treaty of Versailles, Britain and France, suffering from their own economic problems and reluctant to fight, followed a policy of appeasement for even the most dubious of claims. Yet, Germany continued to be an aggressor. Britain and France reluctantly declared war only when Germany invaded Poland without cause, and their hopes for preventing another large-scale conflict were dashed. In the Far East, the Japanese followed through on their hopes for increased power by invading China in 1937.


  The German army quickly routed France, and Britain remained the only hope for a democratic victory. The Japanese continued their attack on China but watched as their resources shrank, and they placed ever-increasing reliance on shipments from an ever more tight fisted America. Americans, however, watched both conflicts with considerable detachment because of the vast oceans that separated them from the aggressors. Roosevelt, with his experience as Assistant Secretary of War during WWI, understood the importance of what was going on across the seas. He had, however, also watched Woodrow Wilson before him try and fail to push foreign policy objectives without the support of the people. Roosevelt thus felt he could only wait, as even aid to Britain was greeted with distrust from an isolationist American populace. Roosevelt could only bide his time or risk losing his power in office.


  Yet Germany, perhaps with the memory of the defeat at the hands of American troops in World War I, was reluctant to commit any violence that would require the entry of America into the war. It took the imperialist ambitions of Japan to bring America into the war. Though Roosevelt viewed Japan's aggressions against China with equal dislike as the actions of Germany and Italy, the majority of the American people did not share his view. The invasion of Pearl Harbor in December of 1941, however, became the devastating provocation that Roosevelt needed to rally the country behind him. It was thus with acute political acumen that Roosevelt led the country through the Great Depression and to its victory in World War II.


  American industry, under the able leadership of Jimmy Byrnes, met the impossibly high production targets Roosevelt set. The vast numbers of jobs the war created finally managed to end the Depression, which had endured years of government spending that many historians in hindsight say was far too little too late. An Allied invasion of North Africa in November 1942 drove the Germans out and across the Mediterranean, and set the stage for an Allied invasion of Sicily and Italy in the summer of 1943. In the fall of 1943, the leaders of the Allies, Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin, met for the first time. Stalin was tired of fighting the war in Europe, and Roosevelt promised to invade Europe by spring of 1944. On June 6, 1944, Allied forces landed on the Normandy coast of France. In August 1944, they liberated Paris and in a month had driven Germany almost entirely out of France. In the Pacific, American forces had newly captured or recaptured all the strategic islands east of Japan, retaken the Philippines, and gotten close to taking Japan itself.


  By the time Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin met again at Yalta, an Allied victory was almost guaranteed. The results of this meeting–the creation of the UN, the post-war occupation of Germany, and the redistribution of conquered lands–can be seen to have the outlines of the future Cold War, and many blame Roosevelt for allowing matters to be decided in such a fashion. However, Roosevelt was aware of the dangers of the Soviet Union and was suitably wary of Stalin. Nonetheless, he was aware that the peace of the world rested on the shoulders of its largest powers, and he acted according to this belief. World War II finally ended with the surrender of Germany in May 1945 and the surrender of Japan in August 1945. Roosevelt had died in April, without ever seeing the outcome of his hard work.


  Plot Overview


  Franklin Delano Roosevelt was born on January 30,1882. He was born as the beloved only child of James Roosevelt and Sara Delano Roosevelt, both from very good families. He lived a privileged life as a child, taught first by governesses, then attending the newly opened Groton school at fourteen, and Harvard University for his undergraduate degree. He was well respected was elected editor-in-chief of the college paper. Inspired to run for office by his distant cousin "Uncle" Teddy Roosevelt, Roosevelt ran for his first public office, State Senator in New York, in 1910. In three years, aided by his shrewd political acumen and the power of the Roosevelt name and money, he was chosen Assistant Secretary of the Navy, sitting at the same desk that Teddy Roosevelt had sat at in Washington just a few years before.


  It was in August of 1921, between political offices, that FDR was suddenly paralyzed in both legs due to polio. The end to his previously active lifestyle of swimming and sailing brought renewed fervor to his political ambitions, and perhaps because of his own suffering, made him more acutely aware of the problems of the people he was representing in office. In 1928, he was elected to the governorship in New York. After a stint as a generous depression spender there, he was nominated for the presidency in 1932. He was pitted against Herbert Hoover, who had failed to give the country direct aid for its suffering due to the Great Depression. Roosevelt knew that the only course to take in campaign and office was to promise that the government would be responsible for the welfare of the people. He was elected with fifty-seven percent of the popular vote. In his inaugural address he promised to wage war against the depression, and that he certainly did. In his first term, he asked Congress into two emergency sessions, each about one hundred days in length, and pushed a series of legislation through it each time which created the major acts and administrative bodies of the New Deal.


  Roosevelt began by solving the banking crisis, shutting down banks for four days until they could be reopened on a firmer basis, and then passed the Emergency Banking Act to give federal assistance to those banks that were sound. Through the strength of his optimism alone which he conveyed to the nation over the radio on the first of his many "Fireside Chats," he managed to quell the flow of withdrawals from the banks. Emboldened by his success, he pushed through legislation that created organizations such as the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) which paid young men to work on conservation projects under the Army's supervision, and the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) which subsidized farmers for limiting acreage and taxed processors of products to pay for subsidies, and many more.


  Opposition to FDR's policies came from the left and right–from the left because he did not do enough to redistribute the wealth of the nation, and from the right because of fears that the long arms of government would strangle liberty. Indeed, most of his New Deal programs petered out by 1938 without achieving a real end to the Depression. By then, Roosevelt had replaced his fervor for social reform with concern for how to deal with the fighting in Europe. Nonetheless, Roosevelt's far-sighted reforms had changed the goals of American government for good. For the first time, the government had undertaken the care of the welfare of the people, and it would continue this commitment into the future.


  Though FDR's policies prevented the bottom from falling out of the American economy, it took the advent of World War II to put a real end to the Great Depression. Although Americans were in the grip of severe isolationist sentiment at this time, Roosevelt did his best to aid the Allies despite resistance from Congress. When the United States was finally provoked into entering the war after Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, FDR created an especially able team of leaders whom he did not question. He set himself to work in mobilizing the domestic front to reach the unthinkably high goals of production levels that he himself had set, knowing from World War I and his experience as Assistant Secretary of the Navy that the war would be won by the country with the greatest resources.


  When the Allies showed signs of winning the war, FDR turned his attention increasingly to the order of the post-war world. He realized that peace after World War II could only be guaranteed by the great powers of the world, and therefore created the International Monetary Fund, the United Nations, and negotiated peace–albeit a peace that was the basis for much trouble to come in the Cold War–with Stalin and Churchill, the fellow leaders of the Allies.


  Although Roosevelt is often criticized for having no clear path while in office, the changes that the American government underwent during his twelve years tenure were unmistakably flavored by his temperament. The government during the New Deal showed unprecedented responsibility for the basic welfare of its citizens, a fundamental change that endures till today. The United Nations was created after World War II and has become the single most important international organization. Roosevelt negotiated the peace with the Soviet Union, which would ultimately create the basis for the Cold War and the Iron Curtain. Indeed, though not all his accomplishments proved favorable in the long run, all of them actions left a significant mark on American history. Indeed, it is difficult to see how Roosevelt could not leave such an indelible mark, spending twelve years in a position of power that most men only hold for four, all the while with greater independence and autonomy from party politics and advisors than his followers and most of his predecessors. Roosevelt, without question, lent an unmistakable flavor to the Presidency that continues to linger on today.


  Important Terms, People, and Events


  Terms


  
    Groton - A small boys' school in western Massachusetts, started under the leadership of Reverend Endicott Peabody. The school had the support of many of the leading men in America, including J.P. Morgan, and attracted the children of the wealthiest and most prominent families in America, including young Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who was sent to Groton at the age of fourteen.

  


  
    Harvard - One of America's first institutions of higher learning, this was the place where most of the country's most prominent individuals, including Theodore and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, received their education.

  


  
    Tammany Hall - Originally one of many patriotic societies set up in many American societies, the one in New York City was the only one that endured. The party gained power by seducing the new immigrant vote with patronage in the form of food, clothing, jobs, and fuel. Though plagued by corruption on every level, the party's leaders or "bosses" were heavily influential in New York politics for decades. FDR's struggle and reconciliation with the bosses of Tammany Hall was one of the defining characteristics of his time in the New York legislature.

  


  
    Progressivism - As the country became increasingly aware of the problems of rapid urbanization and industrialization in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Progressive movement responded to these changes by advocating urban reform and attacking corruption. Progressivism in state and national government, a movement in which FDR played a large role, succeeded under the leadership of Woodrow Wilson in fighting trusts and monopolies, reforming the currency system and restricting child labor. Progressivism finally lost its momentum in the wake of WWI, and it was not until the New Deal that the spirit of reform once again entered the nation.

  


  
    New Deal - A term first used in Roosevelt's speech at the Democratic nomination convention in Chicago in 1932, the New Deal was the name given to his program of reforms. The legislation that comprised the New Deal was passed in two rounds. The legislation passed during the first Hundred Days was aimed at recovery and relief, and included the AAA, CCC, PWA, and the NRA. The second round of legislation comprised of more long-term reform such as the Social Security System, labor reform, and farmers' subsidies. The New Deal was the signal of a substantial change in the role of American government in its citizens' lives. For the first time, the government took responsibility for the basic welfare of its citizens, a radical departure from its earlier structure.

  


  
    Isolationism - After the shocking horrors of World War I, in which thousands of men died in a war across the seas, the country became prey to isolationist tendencies. Woodrow Wilson faced a country so adamant to close its eyes to the world beyond its borders that he could not convince the nation to join the League of Nations, which eventually collapsed without US participation. The late entry of the United States into the Second World War was due to the isolationist sentiment that gripped the nation.

  


  
    Brain Trust - The Brain Trust was the nickname coined by New York newspapers for the group of political advisors that Roosevelt gathered together to help him gain the presidential nomination in 1932. The group included political scientist Raymond Moley and the lawyer Adolf Berle. They wrote the momentous "Forgotten Man" speech, which Roosevelt delivered in 1932, confirming his progressive agenda and gaining him much positive publicity.

  


  
    The Hundred Days - Immediately upon entering office, the enthusiastic President Roosevelt called Congress to an Emergency Session that lasted from March 9 through June 16, 1933, in which the body passed all the major legislation of the first New Deal. This included the creation of the CCC, the AAA, the NRA, and the Emergency Banking Act.

  


  
    Fireside Chats - Roosevelt had employed the radio to good advantage since his days as governor of New York. He used the radio to speak directly to the people, using his skill at oratory to good advantage. The first Fireside Chat delivered the weekend before the banks were to reopen set the standard for those to follow. He explained his reasoning behind the proposed legislation and the intended beneficial effects. He also used the medium to convey his perennial optimism to the people. When the banks reopened the next morning, deposits outranked withdrawals for the first time in months, revealing that FDR's assurances were received with trust and his boundless optimism was contagious. The Fireside Chats are one of the most memorable features of Roosevelt's Presidency.

  


  
    Court-packing plan - Roosevelt proposed the bill in the afterglow of his 1936 landslide election, miscalculating the public's reaction to an attack on what most people considered to be one of the pillars of American democracy. Roosevelt proposed that he be allowed to add another member to the Supreme Court for every member over seventy who had not retired, under the pretense that the Court was not able to handle its caseload. This bill was quickly vetoed by his own party and greatly decreased Roosevelt's power.

  


  
    Lame duck period - Before amendments were passed that changed this situation, there was a period of more than four months between the time that presidents were elected and the time that they were inaugurated. During this period the old President had very little power in office because of his impending departure, hence his title of lame duck.

  


  
    Lend-Lease - When WWII broke out in Europe, an isolationist Congress passed a series of Neutrality Acts to guarantee that the US would not get involved in another bloody conflict, one of which stated that munitions would only be sold to warring nations on a cash and carry policy. FDR was a staunch supporter of aid to Britain, if not of full out war, and invented the lend-lease plan to circumvent the Neutrality Acts when he received a letter from Churchill desperately pleading for more arms. Roosevelt decided that rather than selling munitions to Britain, Americans could lend or lease resources as necessary. This plan allowed Britain to continue fighting the war.

  


  Events


  
    World War I - An assassination of the Archduke of Austria by a young Serbian sparked a war that was to be termed the "Great War" by those who lived through it. World War I began in Europe because of the number of secret alliances and treaties made between the various states. America's entry into the war in 1917 provided useful training for FDR, the future war President who was then Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

  


  
    Newport Sex Scandal - Roosevelt was accused by Republican legislators of involvement in a homosexuality scandal at a Newport navy base that had been under his control during his time at the Navy department. It was testament to his political wiles that he managed to escape this ordeal with his political cachet intact.

  


  
    Polio - Roosevelt was vacationing with his family at Campobello during one of his rare times without a political position when he was suddenly paralyzed by polio. Although doctors were initially optimistic, they soon realized that Roosevelt would never walk again without help. Many cite this event as changing profoundly Roosevelt's basic nature, giving him the humanity and empathy that he had previously lacked.

  


  
    The Great Depression - Although it had all the characteristics of traditional economic crises, the Great Depression was singularly long and powerful, inflicting poverty and suffering on a scale heretofore unseen in the business cycle in America. Possible causes include the unequal distribution of wealth during the 1920s, unsound investment practices, and severe cutback in foreign trade due to both worldwide depression and the institution of high tariffs. The Great Depression only ended with the advent of war in the 1940s, when the burgeoning munitions industries ended rampant unemployment.

  


  
    Yalta Conference - This meeting of Churchill, Stalin, and FDR in the Black Sea city of Yalta (from February 4–11, 1945) was held to discuss the shape of the post-war world. The Yalta conference was buoyed by impending Allied victory in Europe. The conferees reaffirmed their commitment to unconditional surrender from Germany, made plans for dividing Germany for occupation, made compromises on the future of Poland and the other Eastern European states, and agreed that Russia would enter the war in Asia if needed after the end of war on the Continent. The shape of the United Nations was also agreed upon as well as the voting procedures. Russia was given two extra votes to mollify Stalin's complaint that America and Britain had a far greater number of countries in their sphere of influence. FDR was sharply criticized for his inability to prevent Russian takeover of Eastern Europe and for allowing the creation of the foundation of the Cold War.

  


  
    Pearl Harbor - Japanese planes hit this harbor on the Southern Coast of the island of Oahu in Hawaii on December 7, 1941. In this devastating attack on the United States, eight battleships, eleven other naval vessels, and 188 aircraft were destroyed. The death toll was 2,280 soldiers and sixty-eight civilians, and 1,109 people were wounded. Although FDR was accused by some historians of being complicit in the attack on Pearl Harbor as a means of inciting the country into entering the war, the toll taken on American life and military equipment is far too much for Roosevelt to have even known about the attack beforehand and allowed it to happen. The day after the incident, the US declared war on Japan. Three days later, Germany and Italy declared war on the US.

  


  People


  
    James Roosevelt - A wealthy American who lived his life approximating that of an English country gentleman, James Roosevelt went out of his way to ensure that he had nothing to do with politics. He met Sara Delano, who was many years his junior, and married her immediately. FDR was their only son.

  


  
    Sara Delano - Known for her beauty and wealth, Sara Delano came from a family that rivaled the Roosevelt name for prestige. She married very young and her near-death during Franklin's birth prevented her from having any more children. She doted on FDR, especially after the death of her husband, and often tried to keep him under her control by controlling his purse strings.

  


  
    Theodore Roosevelt - Theodore Roosevelt was the 26th President of the United States. He is famous for his enormous personality, a trait that outranks his acts as President in the memory of most Americans. He was a firm believer in the extension of America's sphere of influence, adding the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, which allowed him to intervene in the private affairs of Latin American and Caribbean countries. Although Roosevelt handpicked his successor, Taft, he grew angry with his policies and ran against him and Woodrow Wilson in the next election. By splitting the Republican vote, he gave Wilson the win.

  


  
    Eleanor Roosevelt - After a difficult childhood, Eleanor married FDR when they were both very young. Initially constrained by the duties of being a wife and a mother, Eleanor's discovery that her husband was having an affair freed her to come into her own politically. Her liberal thinking and progressive ideals pushed FDR to further extremes in his policies. She often embraced causes and figures that he had overlooked and used her position to get them national attention. She was the first socially conscious and active First Lady, and set a fine example for all presidential spouses after her to follow.

  


  
    Woodrow Wilson - Woodrow Wilson was the 28th President of the United States. He began his career in academia, becoming president of Princeton University, and his academic air was obvious his speeches and his ideals. He was one of the most morally upright presidents in American history. He passed laws by directly addressing Congress, the first President to do so since Jefferson's time, and speaking directly to the public to gain their support. His achievements include leading the country through WWI, fighting trusts and monopolies at home, and implementing reforms such as child labor laws and solutions for the problems of urbanization. His biggest disappointment, which he carried with him to the grave, was his inability to convince an isolationist America and Congress to enter the League of Nations after the war.

  


  
    Louis Howe - FDR met Howe when Howe interviewed him about his involvement in the insurgency against Tammany Hall. Howe presented the case in Roosevelt's favor in the papers, but both saw more potential in each other, as friends and as political allies. Howe's first success as FDR's campaign manager was running his campaign for the Senate without a candidate (Roosevelt was sick with typhoid). The partnership and friendship eventually led to the White House, where Roosevelt considered Howe his most trusted and objective advisor. The partnership did not end until Howe finally succumbed to a lifetime of gnawing illness, and Roosevelt never found an advisor who he trusted as much, a great drawback to him especially in the court-packing case.

  


  
    Joseph Daniels - Daniels had been appointed by Wilson to be Secretary of the Navy, and asked Roosevelt on the morning of the inauguration whether he wanted to be his assistant. Daniels was the opposite of everything that Roosevelt was. He was a Southern, while FDR was a blueblood Yankee. He had no knowledge of ships, whereas FDR was an avid sailor. He also staunchly opposed Roosevelt's policies during WWI. Unlike FDR, who believed that military preparedness was essential, Daniels, like most Americans who watched the war across the Atlantic with detachment, did not believe in preparing for a war that the country was not planning to enter.

  


  
    Lucy Mercer - Lucy Mercer came from a distinguished family whose fortune had dwindled and was forced to work for society women in order to make her means. She became Eleanor Roosevelt's social secretary while she was in Washington for the first time during her husband's tenure as Assistant Secretary of War. During this time, Lucy began a love affair with FDR, which was abruptly ended when Eleanor discovered their letters upon FDR's return from Europe. Lucy eventually married Lord Rutherford, a widower many years her senior. Near the end of his life, FDR rekindled his acquaintance with her, this time probably as a strong friendship. Regardless of the nature of their relationship, what is sure is that Lucy provided companionship to FDR during his loneliest years in the White House, a service that his daughter Anna Roosevelt, and other members of his family, greatly appreciated.

  


  
    Frances Perkins - Perkins was Roosevelt's Secretary of Labor from 1933 to 1945. She had built up her career in New York as a reformist, becoming the authority on factory hygiene and safety, and lobbying for shorter hours and safer workplaces for New York's workers. Governor Al Smith initially appointed her to his administration, but it was FDR who appointed her to significant positions of power among his cabinet. Her appointment as Secretary of Labor marked the first female in the presidential Cabinet in the United States, and was roundly criticized by conservative leaders throughout the nation. Her most important achievement in office was the Social Security Act.

  


  
    John Nance Garner - Garner was a Senator from Texas who served as Roosevelt's vice president for his first two terms. Garner was also a candidate for the presidency in the 1932 election, and the Democratic Party convention was bitterly divided on which candidate to choose. Rather than see his party fall victim to division, Garner gave his 100 votes to Roosevelt, giving him the nomination. Although he had no interest in the Vice-presidency, thinking it rightly a powerless job, Roosevelt offered him the post in return and he accepted for two terms.

  


  
    Winston Churchill - Churchill first made a name for himself as a journalist covering the Boer War. He was first elected to Parliament in 1900 as a Conservative. His party affiliation soon changed to Liberal, and he reached the position of chancellor of the exchequer while a Constitutionalist. He was chosen Prime Minister in 1940. Neither a financial innovator–his conservatism was known to rankle John Maynard Keynes–nor a supporter of labor nor colonial self- determination, his popularity as a British statesman came from his masterful handling of the Second World War. His refusal to back down from Hitler inspired his countrymen, and his excellent relationship with Roosevelt, in which he gracefully acknowledged his position of the leader of the less powerful nation, was the keystone of the Great Alliance. He also attended a great number of international conferences and negotiated a place of importance for Great Britain in the twentieth century and beyond.

  


  
    Adolf Hitler - Hitler began his career as a high school dropout and art school reject. He was always violently anti-Semitic and blamed the loss of WWI, in which he fought for the Bavarian army, on the Jews and Marxists. He became chairman of a political group of nationalist veterans called the National Socialists, or the Nazis. In 1923, he was arrested after leading the "beer hall Putsch," an attempted coup in Munich. In prison, he wrote his famous treatise Mein Kampf (My Struggle) which was full of lust for power and anti-Semitic sentiments. Upon his release from prison, he began in speeches to provide Germans suffering from rabid inflation and war debt, scapegoats and dreams of world domination. By 1933 he had been appointed chancellor of a coalition cabinet, which he changed into a dictatorship by killing off his opposition. Frenzied German supporters addressed him as the Fuhrer, and with the death of his President, all leadership of the country was embodied in Hitler's diminutive person. Hitler was now poised to pursue his plans for world domination. He became first Mussolini's ally and turned Italy effectively into a German satellite. He signed a non-aggression pact with Stalin to invade Poland, but violated it in 1941 by invading Russia. By this time, Hitler had taken complete control of military strategy to disastrous consequences. By July of 1944, the German army was wasted and his former colleagues attempted to assassinate him. Finally on April 30, 1945, Hitler and his mistress, Eva Braun, committed suicide in the basement of a bunker rather than face the complete defeat of Germany.

  


  
    Benito Mussolini - Although Mussolini was originally a member of the Socialist party, he abruptly turned nationalist during WWI, and rose to the rank of corporal in the Italian army. In the postwar period he and his followers practiced aggressive nationalism and practiced terrorism during times of unrest in Italy. He finally was asked by King Emmanuel III to form a cabinet. He quickly turned his role as premier into a fascist dictatorship, and organized the country along those lines. Mussolini's followers addressed him as "il Duce," or "leader." His ambition to restore Italy to its former glory was expressed in his instatement of monuments and support to extreme nationalist groups. His attack on Ethiopia led to Italy's isolation from the rest of Europe and drove Mussolini to join ranks with Hitler in his plans to annex Austria. His implementation of Hitler's anti-Semitic and other policies in Italy were not greeted with support and he was eventually denounced by the Fascist council and arrested, and later shot.

  


  
    Joseph Stalin - Stalin rose to power in the administration under Lenin. The relationship between Stalin and Lenin is not well understood, and although Lenin regarded Stalin as a good administrator, he was not considered a great theoretician or leader. After Lenin's death, Stalin outmaneuvered Trotsky and a number of other contenders for the leadership of the Communist party and rose to power. Under Stalin's rule, the totalitarian state was glorified rather than the state disappearing as Marx envisioned. He maintained his power by destroying all opposition brutally in the famous political purges of the 1930s. Stalin signed the non-aggression treaty with Hitler because he desperately desired to stay out of WWII. The attack from Germany in 1941 took him entirely by surprise. Stalin proved to be an able military leader and diplomat in WWII, fighting the only front in Europe for most of the war, and negotiating in the conferences at Tehran and Yalta for the creation of satellite states to protect Russian borders in the future.

  


  
    Harry Hopkins - Harry Hopkins was an eager social worker in New York. While Roosevelt was governor of New York, he put Hopkins in charge of the Temporary Emergency Relief Administration. Hopkins willingness to spend federal money freely for welfare during hard times endeared him to Roosevelt. Hopkins soon became one of Roosevelt's most trusted advisors, running the successful Civil Works Administration which helped Americans survive the harsh winter from 1933–1934 and the Works Progress Administration, which put millions to work, including writers and artists such as Steinbeck and de Kooning on projects for public display. Hopkins lived in the White House until Roosevelt's last term when he married and left, and remained to his death, one of FDR's closest friends.

  


  
    Herbert Hoover - By trade a businessman in the mining industry, Hoover first made a political name for himself chairing the Commission for Relief in Belgium during the First World War. He later became Secretary of Commerce for Harding and Coolidge. He became the 31st President of the United States in 1928, and it was not long before the country fell into the depths of the Great Depression. Hoover, a staunch conservative who firmly believed in the basic soundness of the economy, was reluctant to increase federal involvement. He did approve the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, which gave out loans not available elsewhere. However, most Americans saw him as impotent against the economic crisis. He was roundly defeated in the election of 1932 by an optimistic and, most importantly, vigorous Roosevelt.

  


  Summary and Analysis


  FDR's Early Years


  Franklin Delano Roosevelt was born on January 30, 1882. He was so sickly that he almost did not survive, and his worried parents held off naming him for two months. His father was James Roosevelt, a graduate of Union College and Harvard Law School, though not a practicing lawyer. James lived a life similar to an English country gentleman, with a large estate at Hyde Park in New York. Sara Delano, from an family background equally distinguished as the Roosevelts, was James Roosevelt's second wife, and was separated from him by twenty years. His age and her difficulty giving birth to Franklin prevented them from having any more children, and Franklin grew up as their beloved only child. His relationship with his parents, especially his mother, was very strong. It was her unshakeable faith in him that many believe gave him the self-confidence that enabled him to succeed later in life.


  French and German governesses educated Roosevelt until he was fourteen, and he spent most of his free time riding on the estate and playing by himself. He accompanied his parents on their travels to Europe and to all their social engagements. This youth spent in the company of adults helped him develop a charm that would prove indispensable later in life, but left him ill used to being around children his own age. This proved to be a drawback when his parents sent him away to the Groton School, a recently opened school that had the backing of many of the leading men in America, such as J.P. Morgan. Roosevelt's experience at Groton was a personal disappointment because of his inability to win over his peers as he had won over his parents and their associates. It may have been the bitter memories of his years at Groton that made FDR determined to become a leader at Harvard, which he entered at the turn of the century. Unlike many of his fellow classmates, who were used to living the life of the idle rich, FDR set the pace with his enthusiasm and energy. He studied subjects that would be of great use to him in his political career–history, government, economics, English and public speaking. He lived in one of the three-room apartments on Mt. Auburn St., nicknamed the "Gold Coast" because of the wealth of the residents. He sat at the Groton table at one of the eating houses of Cambridge and joined the Fly Club, one of Harvard's many exclusive organizations, when he was passed over by the more exclusive Porcellian Club. FDR cut quite a figure in Boston society, and was especially popular with the women. He was elected editor-in-chief of the Crimson, partly because of his enthusiasm and partly because his connections to the White House through the Roosevelt family allowed him access to stories other students could not get. Unlike his distant cousin Teddy Roosevelt's stellar academic achievements, FDR's grades were mostly Bs and Cs, and he was awarded the Phi Beta Kappa key later in life only as an honor.


  It was during his late college years that FDR met and fell in love with Eleanor Roosevelt, a distant cousin whom he had first met at a family Christmas party in 1898. Eleanor had had a very different family experience from FDR. Her father had doted on her, but her mother had separated from him on account of his alcoholism. Her mother, who had once been a great beauty, mocked Eleanor for her plainness and favored her younger children. Both Eleanor's mother and brother died of diphtheria when Eleanor was eight years old, and she was sent to live with her grandmother. In 1894, two years later, her father died in a fit of delirium. Eleanor's unstable family life may have caused many of her anxieties about being unloved, unattractive, and unworthy of other people's affections. Despite the differences in FDR's and Eleanor's upbringings, both of them seemed to be driven by the same insecurity–they desperately needed the acceptance of those around them.


  FDR asked Eleanor to marry him in 1903, a year before he had finished his degree at Harvard. His mother was heartbroken: she had doted on her son even more since his father's death, and she was reluctant to share him with a wife so soon. This attachment would continue through FDR's life. Sara Roosevelt supported the young couple while Roosevelt was struggling as a neophyte politician, and Eleanor, for the most part, had to bear the burden of her mother-in-law's constant company. The young couple was married in March of 1905 in New York, where FDR was attending law school at Columbia and Eleanor was working in one of the settlement houses. At the ceremony, Eleanor was given away by none other than her uncle, President Teddy Roosevelt himself. Eleanor and Franklin had five children: Anna, James, Elliott, Franklin, Jr., and John. Sara Roosevelt was the first of many women to cast a pall over the young couple's relationship. Although FDR never allowed his mother control's over his purse strings to affect his decision-making in his early years, Eleanor was very influenced by her stately mother-in-law, especially in the years before FDR's meteoric rise to the White House.


  Roosevelt's Entry into Politics


  FDR's inspiration to enter politics was the success of his cousin, Teddy Roosevelt, who became president when Franklin was still in school. While was a law clerk after graduation from Columbia, FDR boasted to his coworkers that he had already planned his path to the presidency, a path that greatly resembled his relative's. Indeed, politics came calling even before Roosevelt had a chance to act on his own. John Mack, the Democratic District Attorney in New York, came to the office to get some papers signed and offered Roosevelt the chance to run for the Assembly Seat that would be left vacant when a current Assembly member ran for State Senator. FDR was so elated by the opportunity that when the Assembly member decided to stay in his position, he ran for the State Senate seat himself. Roosevelt was a staunch Democrat, like his father, although he had voted for Uncle Ted in his last election. He rented a Maxwell touring car and campaigned all around the state with Richard Connell, an inspired speaker and perennial Democratic candidate for the congressional seat held by Republican Hamilton Fish. They stopped and spoke to every man they saw in their drive through the rural areas of this district of New York.


  Roosevelt defeated the incumbent 15,708 to 14,658, running ahead of him in the rural areas where he had campaigned so enthusiastically. FDR had won, but his win was a part of a Democratic landslide all over the state. Even Dick Connell, who had campaigned unsuccessfully for many years, won the seat that he had pursued for so long. Roosevelt's first victory was as much a reflection of his good luck as his hard work: the Republican Party, having split into two because of Teddy Roosevelt's clash with Taft's policies in office, did not put up a good fight in New York. This brand of sheer luck was to follow FDR throughout his political career, helping him to always be in the right place at the right time.


  In office, FDR was immediately singled out from the other new politicians because of the power of the Roosevelt name and wealth. He bought a house within walking distance of the capital, suitable for entertaining as well as for accommodating his whole family–something most young legislators could not afford. FDR made headlines almost immediately upon entering office by fighting the Tammany Hall bosses who had control over the politics of New York. He went against their choice for U.S. Senator, William Sheehan. FDR was elected chairperson of the insurgents, who refused to vote in the caucus for Senator, on the principle that their votes would be smothered in the caucus.


  FDR received national attention for his role in the fight, especially from Woodrow Wilson, who was fighting a similar battle as governor of New Jersey. Teddy Roosevelt and the New York Times also took kindly to FDR's role in the affair. The insurgents nonetheless faced a great deal of resistance in their fight against Tammany Hall, and it was expensive for Congress to be in session without accomplishing anything. All former patronage was now denied them. Charges were made that they were anti-Irish and anti-Catholic. Poorer legislators were threatened with called loans and foreclosures. Eventually, Tammany Hall's Boss Murphy outwitted the insurgents. He submitted the name of the former Supreme Court Justice James O'Gorman, who was a leader in Tammany Hall, for the Senatorial seat, thus replacing the old candidate with someone who was more an enemy to Progressive Democrats than the original candidate. Despite the obvious win for the Tammany Hall bosses, the affair was still remembered by his associates and by the public as an episode in which FDR "twisted the tail of the Tammany tiger," a testimony to his political savvy.


  The First Move to Washington


  After his clash with the bosses of Tammany Hall, FDR knew that his political career in New York was temporarily halted. He therefore threw his energies into supporting Woodrow Wilson for the next presidential election, hoping that his support would bear fruit in the form of an appointment. It was in his efforts to campaign for Wilson in early 1912 that he gave a speech in Troy that hinted at the political beliefs that would resurface as the New Deal. According to one biographer, Nathan Miller, FDR's speech was a "carefully worded assault" on private property when its use conflicted with public welfare. Although naïve and superficial, the speech was the first inkling of the impulses that would guide the first years of FDR's presidency, and challenges the claims of critics that he had no real political beliefs or agenda. In June of 1912, Teddy Roosevelt lost to William Howard Taft for the Republican nomination for president. Outraged supporters returned to Chicago and created the Progressive Party, under which Teddy Roosevelt ran. FDR also jumped on the Progressive bandwagon and created the short-lived Empire State Democracy, meant to be a permanent Progressive organization.


  It was at this time that FDR cemented his relationship with Louis Howe, a partnership that would lead to the White House. Howe might have remained perpetually unlucky had he not seen in FDR the potential for substantial political success. Howe, a dwarf whose face had been scarred by a bicycle accident, was unable to attend college because his father had run up debts from the operation of the Saratoga Sun, the Democratic mouthpiece of the nation. Howe then took over running the paper, but was forced out of a job in September of 1901. He then became the assistant to the Herald's correspondent in Albany, but was forced to work for a man who was running an organization that tried to wrest control from Tammany Hall to make money. Howe would have remained in this peripheral role in the New York political scene had he not met FDR and become his most trusted political advisor.


  Howe ran FDR's second political campaign while Roosevelt was in the hospital wrestling with typhoid. He took out full-page ads in the papers extolling his candidate's virtues and distributed $5 bills to campaign workers on Election Day. He proposed a bill designed to protect NY farmers from New York City commission merchants, and circulated copies of the proposed bill with a letter from FDR requesting their comments and promising his support to all the farmers of New York, all while his candidate was slowly recovering.


  While Howe ran a campaign with a missing candidate, Woodrow Wilson and Teddy Roosevelt fought for the country, with Wilson's New Freedom pitted against Roosevelt's New Nationalism. While Wilson's focus on destroying trusts and monopolies gave him the edge over Teddy Roosevelt, their progressive agendas and commitment to social justice were the same. Teddy Roosevelt ran his campaign heartily, although he suspected he would not win. Because the country had voted for Taft in the last election thanks to Teddy's support, his opposition to Taft now only served to split the Republican vote and pave the way to Wilson's win. However, the split in the votes that led to Wilson's win showed the country's true reformist leanings: both of the leading candidates were progressive, revealing that the American people were ready for substantial reform long before the Depression made reform a necessity.


  FDR returned to the New York State Legislature in 1913, but this time avoided conflict and waited instead for a call from Woodrow Wilson, for whom he had campaigned so keenly. On the morning of Wilson's inauguration, FDR met with Joseph Daniels, Wilson's appointee for Secretary of the Navy. Daniels asked FDR to be his Assistant Secretary, thinking that he and Roosevelt would complement each other nicely. Daniels was not nautical, whereas Roosevelt had been an avid sailor since his youth and loved ships. Daniels was a Southerner, FDR a blueblood Yankee. Thus, on March 17, 1913, FDR found himself at Teddy Roosevelt's old desk in the Navy department after having been active in politics for less than three years. It was due to a combination of luck, charm, and political know-how that Roosevelt had achieved his position in such a short time. The path to the presidency that he had boldly outlined for himself as a law clerk now seemed all the more attainable.


  The Schooling of a War President


  Roosevelt's seven years as Assistant Secretary of the Navy provided a strong groundwork for his tenure as a war president. He was in charge of procurement, civilian personnel, the budget, and management of yards and docks, giving him crucial administrative experience that he had previously lacked. FDR brought Louis Howe with him to Washington. Howe wrote FDR's speeches, took care of labor relations with the Navy's civilian work force, and took charge of patronage, giving postmasterships and shipyard jobs to loyal Democrats with the aim of building a political machine that would eventually challenge Boss Murphy's in New York.


  Wilson, meanwhile, was performing excellently as president, serving as a role model for the young Roosevelt watching from the Navy office. The eloquent Wilson addressed Congress directly to pass his reforms, the first president since Jefferson to do so. He persuaded the American people to support his reforms and had many of them passed through popular support. He enacted most of his New Freedom ideas into law during his first years in office, restructuring the nation's banks, establishing the Federal Reserve system, beating down trusts and monopolies, and enacting child-labor and workman's compensation laws. FDR, meanwhile, was busy charming the socialites of Washington and calling on his wife to do the same. Although people in Washington were impressed with his social graces, none believed that he had the seriousness to become the president of the United States. Eleanor transformed herself into the true politician's wife, making hundreds of house calls, attending teas, dinners, openings, and receptions. She was forced to hire a social secretary to help her keep track of all of her duties. The secretary, Lucy Mercer, who was a member of an impoverished branch of an eminent family, was beautiful and lively at parties, all the things that Eleanor was not. Lucy soon became an addition to all the parties to which Eleanor was invited.


  Howe, ever the political schemer, urged FDR to become personally involved with the contract negotiations with the Navy's civilian labor force, which FDR did. Howe had realized early on that the 100,000 people involved in these negotiations could be useful political ammunition for FDR's future. Roosevelt also used his position in charge of Navy procurement to good advantage in the fight against monopolies and trusts, changing the ways in which the military bought steel and campaigning against coal companies. These efforts paralleled Wilson's battles against trusts and monopolies in early 1914.


  It was early in FDR's career as Assistant Secretary of the Navy that World War I began in Europe. Roosevelt and Daniels took almost opposite approaches to the rise of war in Europe. Daniels, unlike the intensely aware Roosevelt, seemed to ignore the fact that America had a large stake in any war between the major powers of the world. It was about this time that Roosevelt was trying to prepare the country for impending war that he decided to run for Senator in New York. He lost in September of 1914, in a defeat so complete that only Boss Murphy could have engineered it. FDR learned some valuable lessons from this failed campaign for Senator. He learned that he could not run a campaign in a few weeks, that he could not openly defy Tammany Hall and win in New York, and that Progressives and Democrats with similar goals in New York needed to work together for Democrats to win.


  On May 17, 1915, a German U-boat sank the liner Lusitania, which was carrying 128 American civilian citizens along with munitions for Britain in her cargo. Americans were outraged at what was seen as cold-blooded murder on the seas. Wilson, however, was determined not to go to war. He chose instead to send notes of such caustic content to the German Premier that William Jennings Bryan resigned as Secretary of State rather than sign such provocative documents. The sinking of the Lusitania, however, did focus the national eye on the lack of military preparedness in America. President Wilson informed the Secretaries of the Army and Navy to draft plans for quick increases in their strength. Roosevelt was finally proven right.


  Wilson won the election of 1916 against Charles Evans Hughes, running on the slogan "He kept us out of war." Wilson received the bulk of his support from Midwesterners of German origin, who harbored the most fervent anti-war sentiment. Germany, however, resumed unrestricted submarine warfare on February 3, 1917. When FDR was suddenly called back from an inspection trip to the Caribbean because of "political considerations," he realized that Wilson was not facing the question of whether America was going to war, but when. Even so, the ever-cautious Wilson held Roosevelt's eagerness for military preparedness in check. Wilson did not want to make any preparations for war that would allow historians to say that America had incited war with the Central Powers in 1917. On April 2, Wilson called for a special session of Congress in which he asked for a declaration of war, saying that the world must be made safe for democracy. FDR watched and learned from President Wilson's masterful handling of the American entry into World War I.


  World War I and the Vice Presidency


  In June of 1918, Boss Murphy asked FDR to run for governor of New York with his support, but FDR declined. He decided it would reflect badly on him if he left his post as Assistant Secretary of the Navy to pursue his own ambitions when the nation was in a time of crisis. Roosevelt instead went to the front in Europe to conduct inspections of the Navy. He was shocked at the horrors of war, but so inspired to fight for his country that he sent a letter to Wilson asking his permission to resign and serve as a soldier. It was too late, however, as the war ended and FDR sailed back from Europe very ill with pneumonia. Eleanor gathered his possessions from the ship and found among them a letter from Lucy Mercer, with whom FDR had been having an affair since their time in Washington. Eleanor's greatest insecurities about herself, that she was unattractive and unloved, were shockingly realized. She offered FDR a quiet divorce. He did not agree to the divorce, partly because he wanted to preserve his reputation for his political career, partly because his mother threatened to disinherit him if he besmirched the family name with a divorce, and partly because Lucy was Catholic and would not marry a divorcee anyway. FDR instead agreed never to see Lucy again, and although he broke his promise years later, he salvaged the marriage temporarily. The discovery would prove to be a blessing in disguise for Eleanor, who now could view the marriage purely as a business arrangement. Freed from the marital constraints that she had felt so strongly before, it was not long before the bright and opinionated woman came into her own politically. She would later become one of the most active and influential First Ladies in history, and become a role model for millions of women.


  It was at the end of the war that Roosevelt learned from Wilson his greatest political lesson. He watched as Wilson, now a frail old man, tried and failed to gain the country's approval for the formation of the League of Nations. FDR understood that foreign policy could not be successful if based only on partisan support. This understanding would prove crucial in Roosevelt's handling of the end of World War II.


  On July 1920, Roosevelt was nominated to run for Vice President on James Cox's ticket. Although Cox was fearful of objections from Tammany Hall, Boss Murphy held off all opposition. FDR officially accepted the nomination on August 9, 1920, emphasizing in his acceptance speech what would become the themes of the campaign. He spoke about the need for reorganization of the federal government to increase its efficiency and the need for American participation in the League of Nations. He embarked on a vigorous nationwide campaign, speaking in thirty-eight states in three months. Though crowds everywhere supported FDR, they would not support Cox and certainly would not support the League of Nations. After such bloody involvement with the rest of the world, all many Americans wanted was to close their eyes to the world beyond the oceans. The country cloaked itself in isolationism, a mood that would last till the attack on Pearl Harbor almost two decades later. Because this was the first election in which women voted, Eleanor accompanied her husband everywhere on the campaign trail.


  Despite all of their best efforts, Cox and Roosevelt lost the election 404 to 127 in the electoral college–the worst defeat in over a century. Such a loss reflected the complete rejection of the Democratic Party and what the Wilson administration had represented, especially the League of Nations. Warren G. Harding won because he associated himself with peace, prosperity, isolationism and a return to normalcy. FDR, surprisingly, was nonchalant about his defeat. He had the political knowhow to understand that the campaign only increased his name recognition in the public eye and increased his political experience tenfold. Furthermore, as FDR was candidate for only Vice President, the loss did not reflect badly on him, only on Cox.


  Between Political Offices


  The aftermath of the 1920 election was the first time since Roosevelt's political career began that he was without a political post. He went to work briefly at the firm of Emmet, Marvin, and Roosevelt, but then moved to the position of Vice President of the Fidelity and Deposit Company of Maryland. It was at this time that he faced the biggest scandal of his political career, the Newport sex scandal. FDR had commanded a vice-squad to stop a rumored sex scandal going in a Newport naval base, but the vice squad had become involved with sodomy and homosexuality themselves. Homosexuality, no small flaw in the eyes of the Army even today, was at that time a prosecutable offense. The subcommittee assigned to the case in Congress was made up of two Republicans and one Democrat. The report was released without FDR being given a chance to defend himself against the charge that the vice squad had been under his direct supervision when it engaged in sodomy, supposedly to gather evidence against the original criminals. The furor over these allegations quickly subsided because of the obvious partisan bias of the accusations, a fact that Roosevelt repeatedly pointed to in his speeches. FDR's luck and political cunning again saved him from sure political demise.


  On August 10, 1921, while vacationing with his family at Campobello, their island summer home in New Brunswick, Canada, FDR went for a swim and returned too tired to even remove his own bathing suit. He was soon found to have suffered paralysis in both legs due to polio. He spent the next few months recovering in the hospital. Doctors were initially very optimistic about FDR's chances for a complete recovery, but quickly realized that it would be difficult for him to ever sit up again without help. FDR's strong spirit was truly challenged for the first time in the hospital room, and it came alive. He did not allow himself to succumb to despondency. Although his legs atrophied, he practiced such rigorous exercise that his torso and arms as an older, paralyzed man were a far stronger frame than when he played football in college. By early 1922, FDR had become comfortable in a wheelchair, and could drag himself around pulling his weight entirely with his upper body.


  While FDR fought a physical battle, Eleanor and her now trusted comrade Louis Howe plotted to keep the Roosevelt name alive in politics. Both Howe and Eleanor had the foresight to see that politics would play a much more important role in FDR's life, now that he was left without the physical activities that had offered him much of the outlet for his energies thus far. Howe kept up FDR's correspondence with politicians all over the country, cementing his relationship with Democratic Party leaders. Eleanor toured the country attending speeches, political rallies, and social engagements to keep her husband's name in the limelight.


  FDR's bout with polio, not surprisingly, had a profound emotional impact on him. Frances Perkins, a leading feminist and reformer of the day and later the first female member of the Cabinet, commented that "FDR underwent a spiritual transformation during the years of his illness, emerging warmhearted, with humility of spirit and a deeper philosophy." Roosevelt emerged from his illness with greater serenity than ever before, remarking once that after "trying for two years to wiggle one toe, all else seemed easy." He also became a greater conversationalist than before, realizing that his words were the primary weapon that now would carry him through life. Many of his close friends and admirers, such as his son James, believe that his path would have led him to the White House regardless of his sickness. Whether or not his paralysis increased his determination to be in the White House is uncertain. What is certain is that Roosevelt, for the first time in his life, experienced something drastically different from the privilege and comfort that had surrounded him all his life. His physical struggles allowed him to truly empathize with–not merely pity–the day-to-day struggles of the masses of Americans who suffered the most from the Depression that was to come.


  The Road to the White House


  While Roosevelt's mother thought his illness was a sign he should retire from politics, he thought the opposite. FDR, with Howe's help, presented himself as the bridge between the two wings of the Democratic Party. One wing, which was largely Catholic, eastern, urban, and ethnic, was represented by Al Smith, whose nomination for President in 1924 FDR strongly supported. The other half, primarily Protestant, southern, western, and rural, was represented by William Jennings Bryan and William McAdoo. FDR used the talent he had developed charming his parents and their friends in Hyde Park to charm both sides of the Democratic Party and bring them together.


  After months of resisting pressure to run for Governor of New York, FDR decided that it was time to move beyond mere political mediation. Al Smith personally asked him to run in order to offset the negative effects that Smith's Catholicism would have on the presidential race in New York. Roosevelt campaigned for Governor even more energetically than he had in the past, to prove to himself and to all the voters and fellow politicians that his illness had not taken anything away from him. Smith lost his home state to Herbert Hoover in the presidential election, but Roosevelt won his gubernatorial race by a narrow margin.


  FDR, realizing that the next step from the Governor's seat was the Presidency, chose his political aides wisely, with an eye to mollifying all his possible opponents. He kept many appointees on his staff that Al Smith had made while he was Governor, and continued his positive relationship with Tammany Hall. It was during FDR's first term as Governor that the Great Depression hit the country. Roosevelt proved to be an excellent Depression governor. His support of issues such as tax relief for farmers, public development of hydroelectric power, stricter regulation of phone and utility rates, and a neutral stance on Prohibition considerably broadened his support. Voters saw that he would provide direct aid in return for their loyalty in the next election. FDR won the 1930 reelection by more than 725,000 votes, a much larger margin than his last win. In 1931, he established a Temporary Emergency Relief Administration headed by one of his most able advisors, Harry Hopkins, which would address problems faced by the state in the Depression era conditions. Hopkins and the Administration were hugely popular, and prevented some of the desperation that afflicted the rest of the nation.


  In Washington, President Hoover's attitude to the Depression was very different. A staunch conservative, Hoover was reluctant to spend federal funds for direct aid, and did not push for any major legislative changes. To the ailing country, it appeared as if the President was doing nothing to aid them. The Democrats were poised for a presidential victory. In 1932, FDR, believing that his political moment had come, assembled the Brain Trust, a group of campaign advisors and speechwriters to aid him in getting the Presidential nomination. Louis Howe was busy working with the chairman of the state Democratic Party to line up local and state party organizations behind FDR. The bulk of Roosevelt's party support in the primaries came from southern Democrats, who realized that FDR was the candidate most likely to avoid the battles over religion and Prohibition that had divided the Democratic Party in recent elections in the 1920s.


  The Democratic National Convention, held in Chicago in 1932, was charged with suspense. In the first three roll calls, FDR was short a hundred votes of the two-thirds majority needed for the presidential nomination. John Nance Garner, a Congressman from Texas, finally threw his support behind FDR, and was given the nomination for Vice President in return. FDR, in an unprecedented move, flew to Chicago to personally accept the nomination, in an effort to assure his party and the people that his paralysis would not prevent him from being an able President. Roosevelt ended this speech outlining his plan for the Presidency with a promise to the people, saying "I pledge you, I pledge myself to a new deal for the American people."


  American voters were in a foul mood during the election of 1932. The number of unemployed workers had risen to eleven million and poverty was rampant. Hoover was re-nominated in Chicago without much enthusiasm. His platform heaped inordinate praise on the Republican anti-Depression policies and harped on the Prohibition issue, saying control would be given back to the States. In sharp contrast, FDR's political appeal was staggering, as he was an excellent orator. His record of heavy state spending for Depression aid in New York gave him wide appeal, and his wife had a great deal of political cachet among women. His high spirits and jaunty angled cigarette holder were in sharp contrast to Hoover's gloomy predictions of grass growing on the streets of cities if the Smoot-Hawley Tariff was repealed. The theme song of the Democrats, "Happy Days are Here Again," well suited the mood of FDR's campaign.


  Roosevelt roundly defeated Hoover in the election of 1932 with an electoral count of 472 to 59. Notably, this was the first election in which the African- American vote began to shift from the party of Lincoln to the Democratic Party–an alliance that was cemented in the next election. Having suffered the worst of the Depression, African-Americans were eager to support the Party that promised welfare for the people. Hoover, meanwhile, worked feverishly in the lame-duck months between Roosevelt's election and inauguration. However, without the ability to pass long-term legislation and without the support of the President-elect, Hoover was unable to accomplish anything of note. Banks continued to close all over the country, and people continued to take their money out of them leaving the federal government powerless to stop it.


  The First Hundred Days


  Roosevelt and Hoover had deep personal resentment between them. FDR was reluctant to take responsibility for any actions that he himself did not take, and refused to cooperate with Hoover's plans. Although some say that Roosevelt did not take the banking crisis of the last days of the Hoover administration as seriously as he should have, there are signs that he thought the American banking system would actually collapse before the Hoover administration left the White House. Roosevelt was reluctant to play any part in such a folly. Such a lack of cooperation on FDR's part make some critics suspect that he came to the Presidency without a clear plan. Yet as speeches made before his Presidency show, he was committed to progressive ideas and social welfare. He often feigned conservatism in private conversation with advisors and comrades, especially in the days before his Presidency, so that moderate progressives would be forced to be more extreme in their arguments with Roosevelt, and would therefore be manipulated into pledging their support for Roosevelt's liberal agenda. When FDR announced his Cabinet, a seemingly random mix of progressive and conservative Democrats, politicians and the press were even more befuddled as to the direction in which his Presidency would lead. Yet the Cabinet was made up of people who had been FDR's loyal supporters long before Chicago. They were familiar with the way he worked. Roosevelt seemed, therefore, to be preparing for drastic action by assembling a group of advisers around him who would support him without question.


  FDR's inaugural address promised a war against the Great Depression, and he indeed moved quickly upon entering office. As any action was welcome after the inaction of the Hoover administration, Roosevelt received the absolute support of Congress and of the people. He declared a nationwide banking holiday from March 6–10, 1933, and halted all gold transactions in order to open the banks on a sounder basis. He also called a Democrat-dominated and very green Congress into special session. Congress members stayed at their task from March 9 through June 16 in a session dubbed "the Hundred Days" and passed much of the legislation that formed the New Deal. Legislation passed during the New Deal era had three often conflicting or obstructing goals: Relief, Recovery, and Reform to prevent the recurrence of the boom and bust cycle that had caused the depression in the first place. Roosevelt called this first round of legislation "must legislation." Congressmen, infused with the panic that had grasped the country, passed every bill that came their way.


  FDR was excited to be in the executive role. He was constantly active, and the panic-stricken Congress was always ready to follow. Comparing himself to a quarterback whose next play depended on the success of the previous one, he crafted bills and strategies by intuition, always moving confidently even when it turned out to be in the wrong direction. The President's first order of duty was to end the banking crisis, which had forced many of the banks in the country to close and the rest to face severe bank runs. Congress prepared the Emergency Banking Relief Act of 1933 in eight hours, giving the president the authority to regulate banking transactions and reopen solvent banks. FDR then turned to the power of the radio to deliver the first of his famous fireside chats. He assured an audience of over thirty-five million Americans in the weekend before the banks were to reopen that it was safer to keep their money in a bank rather than in their homes. Confidence in the banks ebbed back into the country. On the Monday when banks reopened their doors, deposits outranked withdrawals for the first time in months, thanks to the contagious optimism of the President. The Hundred Days Congress also later created the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation to insure individual deposits up to $5,000, a sum which was later raised. This legislation prevented a recurrence of the bank failure epidemic. FDR also acted decisively on other financial issues. He ordered all private gold to be surrendered to the Treasury for paper, and took the nation off the gold standard. Roosevelt also reduced the value of the gold content of the dollar to sixty cents, theorizing, with the help of various economic advisers, that changing the value of the currency would stimulate business through controlled inflation. Although prices did rise a little, they did not reflect the change that FDR had made in the value of gold, and the purchasing power of the dollar went down, especially on imports.


  Roosevelt's success at stemming the tide of the banking crisis by infusing the country with his unceasing optimism prompted him to go further. His next round of proposed legislation put into action his willingness to spend federal money in order to jumpstart the economy. Other bills passed by the Emergency or Hundred Days Congress began with the Agricultural Adjustment Act on March 16. The measure was aimed at restoring farm income and reducing surpluses by using a tax on processors to fund subsidies for farmers who limited their acreage. On March 21, the Civilian Conservation Corps was created, putting over 250,000 young men to work on conservation projects under the guidance of the Army. Also on March 21, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration was created and put under the able leadership of Harry Hopkins, the former social worker who had been one of Roosevelt's most trusted advisors since his time as governor of New York. Hopkins allotted over three billion dollars in direct dole payments or wages for work to the States.


  April 10, 1933, saw the creation of the Tennessee Valley Authority, probably the most visionary of the planned economy schemes of the New Deal. Senator Norris of Nebraska had long sought a public power project on the Tennessee River, which mushroomed in Congress into a development project for the entire watershed of 640,000 square miles. The project brought low-cost electric power, along with employment, housing, restoration of eroded soil, and reforestation, to a desperately poverty-stricken area. Though the TVA was a hugely successful project, its socialist overtones prevented conservatives from ever allowing its expansion beyond the Tennessee River.


  The most complex product of the Hundred Days Congress was the National Industry Recovery Act, which was meant to help labor, industry, and the unemployed. Although Roosevelt insisted in his second fireside chat that the Act was only a partnership between business and industry and the national government, this legislation intruded into business far more than ever before. The bill was finally passed on June 16, 1933, after objections from the Senate, which insisted that the bill would only promote the concentration of wealth and power. Hugh Johnson was chosen to run the National Recovery Administration, or NRA, which was to administer the Act. The bill called for individual industries to write up codes of fair competition, decided maximum hours of labor per person, and introduced minimum wages in order to spread work among the greatest number of people. Labor was granted the right to collectively bargain and the right to choose its representatives for bargaining. The NRA was supported with much hoopla, with its blue eagle symbol cheered all over the country at factories and schools. However, the NRA called for both labor and industry to give up too much in order to guarantee their success, and businesses that placed the blue eagle in their windows would often secretly violate the codes. The Supreme Court later declared the codes unconstitutional in the Schecter decision.


  Roosevelt quickly established a unique presence in the White House, unlike any other President who had come before him. His unique managerial style in office ensured that he would remain largely a one-man show. Although FDR had felt a need to be liked from his youth in Hyde Park, he also prided himself in his inscrutability. To assure he would know all sides of an argument or issue, he often had two or three advisors investigating the same issues without their mutual knowledge. He would often respond to arguments with a noncommittal nod, leaving family members, legislators, and aides alike frustrated with their efforts. It was this same non-committal nod that buoyed up the other nations of the London Economic Conference of 1933, thinking incorrectly that they had the President's backing. FDR's administration was impeded by the fact that he despised open confrontation and could never bring himself to fire anyone. His Cabinet became cumbersome and inefficient as a result. The White House during the first term was constantly abuzz with activity. The President, Eleanor, the children, grandchildren, Missy LeHand (FDR's faithful secretary from his time in New York), Louis Howe, and a rotating set of advisors and visitors all had their lodgings in the White House. The President was very informal and addressed all the White House staff by their first names. Movies were shown every evening, and cocktail hour–a tradition that Roosevelt would continue to his death–was a daily time of relaxation and camaraderie.


  The New Deal Continues


  The Civil Works Administration was created in late 1933, under the encouragement of Harry Hopkins, to help Americans through a difficult winter. Despite Roosevelt's late approval for the plan, Hopkins promised to have four million people working before Christmas. By mid-January he had exceeded his estimate by 300,000. The Civil Works Administration built or improved 500,000 miles of road, 40,000 schools, and 1,000 airports; improved streets; unclogged sewers; and cleaned out parks. In 1935 the scheme was expanded into the Works Progress Administration, thanks to the unanimous approval of the New Deal by voters in the midterm Congressional elections. Over the eight years that the agency ran, over nine million people were put to work, including writers and artists such as John Steinbeck, in work mostly for public display.


  The persistence of Depression conditions through 1934 prompted opposition to FDR from both the right and the left. The American Liberty League, created in August 1934, represented right-wing opposition to FDR's extensions of the role and responsibility of American government. Powerful leftist demagogues, however, pressed FDR to extend the reach of the New Deal even further. Dr. Francis Townsend, who himself had lost most of his money in the stock market crash, advocated giving a $200 per month in pension for each elderly person–provided that they spend it by the end of the month–as a means of jumpstarting the economy. Among the anti-New Dealers, Senator Huey Long of Louisiana was the most notorious. Beginning in early 1934, he used his abilities on the stump to spread support for his "Share Our Wealth" program, in which each American family would get $5,000 at the expense of the rich. Long was assassinated in 1935, and Dr. Townsend was taken off the air by radio authorities who felt his harangues against the New Deal went too far. The existence of these loud critics of the New Deal helped to push its programs to greater extremes.


  Early in May of 1935, businessmen speaking at the United States Chamber of Commerce, in their first collective and overt attack on Roosevelt's policies, denounced New Deal policies as restrictive to capitalism. The rich felt that Roosevelt was a traitor to his class, reacting to his leftist rhetoric rather than to his actual deeds in office. A few weeks later, on May 27, a day the New Dealers later called Black Monday, the Supreme Court declared the NRA and some other New Deal legislation to be unconstitutional, saying that Congress had exceeded its authority in creating codes for industries unrelated to interstate commerce. These failures goaded Roosevelt to push the next series of legislation through Congress, which he passed during the Second Hundred Days and which was later termed the Second New Deal. A number of long lasting acts came out of this second wave of legislation, among them the National Labor Relations Act, which forbade employers to discriminate against unions or to refuse collective bargaining. Next came Social Security, which was Labor Secretary Frances Perkins' brainchild. Its universality was the product of threats by leftists like Townsend and Long. Some historians today see its failure was in not adopting compulsory national health insurance, as many European nations did. Social Security was one of the first overt steps the American government took to directly protect the financial welfare of its citizens, and was the first step towards promoting a welfare state based on a capitalist foundation.


  The tax bill that Roosevelt now proposed called for scaling taxes based on the size of the business and marked the first sign that the FDR White House's era of cooperation with big business. However, despite Roosevelt's intention to use taxes to fund social welfare, the bill was modified and dulled before it was approved in Congress. Roosevelt pushed several other bills of importance through during the Second Hundred Days, including the Banking Act of 1935, which established more government control over currency and credit; the Rural Electrification Administration; and several measures that had originally been part of the now outlawed NRA. The Second New Deal more directly focused on helping the disadvantaged, and saddled business with more responsibility, reflecting the President's continued disenchantment with big business.


  The Supreme Court continued its assault on the New Deal's imposition of government into the economic sphere by outlawing the AAA and other legislation. The Second AAA was established, however, and its spirit of protection for farmers endures to this day. Although the federal government's funds were by now quickly vanishing, Roosevelt could no longer increase taxes because of the looming election of 1936.


  The Second Term


  Republicans, fearing an assured loss if they again nominated Hoover for president, chose Governor Alfred Landon of Kansas, hoping to mobilize the conservative reaction against Roosevelt. As usual, Roosevelt was an enthusiastic campaigner, and the people supported him whole-heartedly, escorting him on impromptu processions in Chicago, Boston, and New York. As he exited his train, he called out to crowds, "You look happier than you did four years ago," and railed in his speeches against Hoover and against the New Deal's enemies, never mentioning Landon by name. FDR awaited the election results in his Hyde Park home. He defeated Landon by a landslide, 523–8 in the electoral college, the largest margin of victory in over a century. The election of 1936 saw the birth of a new Democratic political coalition: it became the party of the dispossessed, the new party of the African Americans, and the party of the immigrants and urban masses.


  The inauguration speech in January of 1937 was "militantly humanitarian," and, to the President reveling in his electoral success, it seemed that only the Supreme Court stood in his path. He launched a strident attack on the institution within weeks of the beginning of his second term. By now, Louis Howe had succumbed to an illness, and the President could find no trustworthy and frank advisor as a replacement. FDR developed a new bill on his own, and jubilantly announced on February 5–two days after his annual White House reception for the Judiciary–his plan for the Supreme Court. He proposed that the court be reorganized because of its inability to meet its caseload, and asked for permission to add an additional member for each Justice over seventy who would not retire. At this time, six Supreme Court members, including the four most conservative, were over 70.


  From Vice President Garner down, many saw the court-packing bill as a sign that the invincible FDR was taking his executive powers too far. Some historians question whether the president would have miscalculated public reaction to an attack on the Supreme Court had Howe been at his side. The court- packing proposal was a sign that there was no other advisor in Washington who would dare argue with Roosevelt to his face and force him to hear all sides of a story. Even Harry Hopkins, to whom FDR had turned after Howe's departure, was reluctant to incur Roosevelt's wrath to his face, and would find other ways to make the President hear another side of an argument. The country was outraged at the court-packing plan, calling it a dictatorial bill. Many politicians feared that Roosevelt had challenged the basic democratic foundation of the United States. Although FDR's court-packing plan met with a defeat at the hands of his own party, the Supreme Court took his threat quite seriously. Many justices retired or died within the year, and the Court held up most New Deal reforms that came under review in the future. However, the prestige FDR lost in the battle may have prevented him from being able to pass further reform legislation, such as an act to make the executive branch of government more efficient. Once both Republicans and conservative Democrats realized that FDR was not undefeatable, the whirlwind of legislation and high government spending that had characterized the first term of his Presidency could not be repeated.


  From 1933 to 1937, the United States had been inching its way out of the Depression, but due to a sharp decrease in government money being injected into the economy, the country faced a sharp recession in 1937. Although Roosevelt again presented legislation to Congress that increased government spending, his magical hold over legislators had ended, and his proposed legislation was by and large rejected. By 1938, the New Deal had lost much of its momentum, and the results showed in the 1938 Congressional elections. Republicans, though not in the majority, made great cuts in the New Deal Congress's power. By now, however, the President's attention was diverted by foreign affairs, and the Depression continued until the war began.


  World War II Begins Across the Seas


  FDR's early foreign policy decisions were based largely on what he believed to be in America's best interests. The United States and sixty-five other nations, in the wake of the worldwide Depression, sent delegates to the London Economic Conference in the summer of 1933. Roosevelt had seemed committed to the goals of the conference–to stabilize national currencies on a worldwide front. But Roosevelt had not openly agreed to any of the avowed goals of the conference. When it came to deciding between the gold juggling policies of the first months of the New Deal that seemed to be beneficial for the country or a policy that would have ambiguous short-term effects at home, he chose against worldwide gain and for America alone. His actions angered the rest of the delegates, who called a recess in the conference–a recess that eventually became an adjournment. The world returned to suffering in isolation, a trend that would encourage the rise of the dictators whose ambitions created the Second World War.


  Roosevelt's early foreign policy included the unprecedented step of recognizing the Soviet Union in late 1933. He realized that America's refusal to recognize the Bolshevik government, which had been in place for sixteen years at the time, was unrealistic. He realized too that the Japanese and the Germans were both land-hungry and on the rise, and that promoting trade and friendship with the Soviet Union would put the United States at the head of an impenetrable partnership of world powers. Large-scale trade with the Soviet Union, however, never commenced as Roosevelt predicted. But when time came in World War II for America and the Soviet Union to work together, the relationship that Roosevelt had established between the nations allowed him to greet Stalin on a friendly footing.


  In addition, Roosevelt had thus far followed a Good Neighbor policy with the countries of Latin America. Whereas Teddy Roosevelt had created an interventionist state with his corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, FDR formally accepted nonintervention in 1933. Roosevelt realized that with dictatorships looming in Europe and the Far East, a Good Neighbor policy might be useful in the West to create a hemisphere-wide defense against looming aggressors. The Good Neighbor policy, which FDR strictly followed in his dealings with Cuba, Haiti, Panama, and the rest of Latin America, was cemented by the trade policy of Secretary of State Cordell Hull. Congress passed the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act in 1934, which tried to increase export trade and decrease tariffs into the United States. Secretary Hull negotiated twenty-one trade agreements by 1939, and foreign trade with Latin America consequently increased appreciably.


  It was into this era of friendly policies and decreased aggression that the governments of Germany, Italy and Japan intervened. But as Hitler and Mussolini cemented their relationship in the Rome-Berlin axis, and Japan stepped up its production of giant battleships in 1934, American isolationism reared its head. Americans, reluctant to repeat the horrors of the First World War, watched wars brewing across seas that seemingly guaranteed continued peace at home. The crisis abroad became more acute when Italy invaded Ethiopia in a bloody quest for more land, but Congress, responding to the mood of an isolationist citizen body, continued to pass Neutrality Acts in 1935, 1936, and 1937. In hindsight, Roosevelt's reluctance to look outside of America and aid its friends in Europe made the job of the dictators much easier. For example, Roosevelt's "gentlemanly behavior" in the Spanish Civil War of 1936–1939, allowing neither the Loyalist regime nor the fascists under Franco to buy much- needed munitions from the United States, speeded the fall of a fellow democracy to fascism. However, American intervention against Franco in Spain would likely have cost the Democrats much of the Catholic vote in the next election–a political sacrifice that Roosevelt would never make.


  This isolationist mood of the country was a large reason why Roosevelt failed to involve the United States in World War II in a timely manner. Roosevelt's experience as Assistant Secretary of the Navy had proven his interventionist beliefs correct once, and his actions in the beginning of WWII reveal a similar sentiment in him then. In July of 1937, Japan invaded China, but the lack of a formal declaration of war allowed FDR to continue arms sales to China despite Neutrality legislation. He delivered a speech in Chicago in the autumn of 1937–the "Quarantine Speech"–that called for "positive endeavors" against the aggressions of Italy and Japan, something along the lines of economic embargoes. But faced with an uproar of isolationist protest, the ever politically conscious Roosevelt backed down from his interventionist beliefs. Roosevelt had watched Wilson try and fail to convince the country to join the League of Nations, and had taken to heart the lesson that effective foreign policy abroad required a consensus at home. He thus did not try to change the country's mind. As Clare Booth Luce wrote, "every great leader had his typical gesture; Hitler, the upraised arm, Churchill, the V sign, and Roosevelt?" She wet her finger and held it in the air.


  Roosevelt's please-all attitude faced some hurdles when it came to foreign policy. When he finally began American military buildup, he justified himself in press conferences and Fireside Chats using a contradictory mix of isolationist and interventionist reasoning. FDR had his own sources for foreign information, and, as he did with his domestic advisers, he often pitted his foreign policy advisers against each other while keeping control tightly in his own hands. Some historians surmise that Roosevelt encouraged the bad blood between Secretary of State Cordell Hull and his Under Secretary, Sumner Welles, in order to divide the State Department and keep control of it for himself.


  As Britain and France finally declared war on Germany and Italy over the invasion of Poland, Roosevelt continued to push for American aid to Britain while trying to keep the country out of war. In this precarious time, he kept mum on the subject of whether or not he would run for a third term, to keep him from entering the lame-duck period of his second term in office. In addition to wanting to keep power in his hands while the country was facing the imminent threat of war, Roosevelt had yet to find a liberal candidate for the Presidency who satisfied him and whom he could groom as a successor.


  On April 9, 1940, the Germans overran Denmark and assaulted Norway without formally declaring war. Defeating these countries quickly, the Germans made their way towards Paris. The real threat of Nazi triumph chilled isolationist fervor all over the nation. Roosevelt took this opportunity to push legislation through Congress that would further fortify the American military. On June 10, the President, upon hearing that the French Army had collapsed to the German and Italian army, delivered a momentous speech at the University of Virginia's Commencement exercises. The speech marked a turning point in his attitude to the nation and to the war. It revealed his commitment to everything but war, including unrestricted material aid to the Allies.


  Roosevelt also decided to run for a third term, believing that the country needed leadership continuity to face what might become its second great crisis in less than three decades. His decision to run was greeted with a mixture of delight and consternation in Washington because of his momentous break with Washington's two-term tradition. For fear of seeming to force the nomination, FDR did not appear at the Chicago nomination, but was nominated to loud cheers (that he orchestrated with his political cohorts) nevertheless. However, Roosevelt's choice of a running mate, Henry Wallace, a radical and a mystic, was not supported. His Republican opposition was Wendell Wilkie, a successful business tycoon who was a recent convert to the Republican Party. Wilkie had voted for Roosevelt in the election of 1932, but criticized the New Deal and switched parties because of the program's high levels of government intervention.


  Wilkie was decried as the rich man's Roosevelt. Indeed, Norman Thomas, the perennial Socialist candidate for President, said of him, "He agreed with Mr. Roosevelt's entire program of social reform and said it is leading to disaster." In his speeches Wilkie represented Roosevelt as a warmonger, although privately he too was a strong supporter of aid to Britain. However, even FDR ultimately caved to the pressure of gaining the worried mothers' vote. He promised in his campaign, "your boys are not going to be sent into any foreign wars. They are going into training to form a force so strong that by its very existence, it will keep the threat of war away from our shores." Wilkie's charges that the New Deal had failed to end unemployment were proven unfounded, as the burgeoning munitions industries slowly absorbed increased numbers of workers–a prelude to the end of the Depression that the war would bring. Roosevelt again prevailed overwhelmingly in the election, defeating Wilkie 449–82 in the electoral college.


  WWII and Roosevelt's Last Days


  Roosevelt, after his election to a third term, created the lend-lease plan at the behest of Prime Minister Churchill. Newly reassured in the support of the American people, FDR returned to Washington after his vacation armed with a creative plan for continuing aid to Britain without violating the Neutrality Acts. He proposed that the United States lend or lease, rather than sell, needed munitions to Britain, who could no longer afford to pay for aid. The bill, which was the subject of fierce debate before its approval in Congress, allowed for the United States to aid the Allies with over $50 billion in goods and services by the end of the war. In August, Prime Minister Churchill and Roosevelt met formally for the first time in Newfoundland. Churchill graciously accepted his role as supplicant, calling FDR "Mr. President" while Roosevelt called him Winston.


  Many critics suspect that Roosevelt steered the country to war while professing all the while to avoid it. No matter what his private sentiments were on the necessity of war, FDR chose to wait for provocation from the aggressors to push the country out of its isolationist mood rather than act without their support. He attempted to manipulate an incident where torpedoes from German U-boats hit American ships headed towards Britain into a battle-call, but Hitler quickly apologized, and the incident faded into memory. Roosevelt waited in vain for some overt aggression in the Atlantic, but the Germans, wary from their experience with America in World War I, continued without any dramatic inducement to war. In the meantime, Roosevelt had been increasing pressure on Japan by decreasing exports of metal and oil. When FDR finally cut off high- octane aviation fuel to Japan entirely, the Japanese were pushed into a corner and decided to launch an all-out offensive rather than give up their possessions in China. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, finally provided Roosevelt with the provocation to declare war. The fact that the war had come from the west, not the east, was unexpected, however. Indeed, 265 American aircraft were lost, 2,403 men were killed, and 1,178 were wounded at Pearl Harbor. The Japanese lost only twenty-nine aircraft and fifty-five men. On December 8, FDR asked Congress to declare war against Japan. Three days later, Germany and Italy declared war on the United States.


  Roosevelt chose a talented team of military advisors who would remain at their posts for the entirety of the war. General Marshall was the Chief Advisor for the Army and Admiral King was the Chief Advisor for the Navy. Both Marshall and King were straightforward with the President and had his trust, so much so that the soft-spoken Marshall was not allowed to command the Allied advance in 1944 because Roosevelt wanted him at his side. These military leaders had to cope with many logistical difficulties that during the war, as not all of the Allies were at war with the same countries, nor did they consider the same countries their friends. China was not at war with Germany, but Britain and the Soviet Union did not have any faith in China, and so on. The domestic front was also a major cause of concern in mounting an Allied offensive. Although FDR had encouraged mobilization many years before Pearl Harbor, many industrialists were reluctant to comply with the plans of a leader who was seen as anti-business. But Roosevelt's experience at the war desk during World War I had taught him that a modern war was little more than a fight between the resources of each country. With Pearl Harbor, the resources of the United States were opened.


  Roosevelt largely fumbled the administrative machinery that was to run the domestic war effort until October 1942, when he chose Supreme Court Justice James F. Byrnes to be the head of the Office of Economic Stabilization, and later the head of the Office of War Mobilization. Roosevelt set ambitious production goals and Byrnes and his subordinates carried them out. The largest question on the domestic front was who was to pay for the war. New revenues for the country came from an increase of the top bracket of income tax to eighty-one percent and, more significant, simply increasing the number of people who paid tax. Congress did not increase taxes as much as FDR asked, passing a new tax bill only in 1944 and not taxing as much as he had proposed. He vetoed the bill but the Senate overrode the veto–signs that his hold over Congress had completely crumbled.


  Indeed, Roosevelt's wartime humanitarian efforts were weak at best because his brand of liberalism had never extended to civil rights. He signed the bill to send Japanese Americans to internment camps without any protest or consideration for their civil liberties. He refused to take action against segregation of African Americans in the Armed Forces. He also refused to take real action against the harming of Jewish lives, and refused to open American immigration doors to larger numbers of Jewish immigrants until his advisor Morgenthau presented him with a stern report informing of the results of his inaction. As soon as the war began, Roosevelt also seemed to lose interest in further social reform. Although the Depression and its unemployment were solved by the increased production of the war, many of the New Deal programs that had faced the most conservative opposition were disbanded at the very beginning of the war.


  Roosevelt's role as Commander-in-Chief seemed to be preferable to him to his role as President–he preferred to be introduced as the former at official dinners and functions. He left most tactical matters to his able military advisors, but participated in larger questions of strategy, often conferring with Stalin and Churchill personally. The close relationship between Churchill and Roosevelt was crucial to the success of the Allies. Because the Soviet Union was bearing the brunt of Germany's forces in Europe, Stalin repeatedly asked the Allies to open another European front rather than limiting their fighting to Africa. Roosevelt mollified Stalin by promising that the Allies would accept nothing less than an unconditional surrender from Germany; that is, they would not leave the war with the Soviet Union still fighting the Germans.


  In November of 1943, Churchill and Roosevelt traveled to Tehran to meet with Stalin for the first time. Roosevelt desperately tried to establish a personal relationship with the Russian leader, as he realized that the peace of the world after the war depended upon the cooperation of the great world powers. Many critics of Roosevelt feel that he was far too naïve about Russian intentions and set the building blocks for the development of the Cold War by appeasing Stalin's requests before the end of World War II. Yet, Roosevelt's attempts to build a friendship with Stalin were characterized not by naïveté but by a clash of goals. Roosevelt's farsightedness in foreign policy is demonstrated in his convention of the International Monetary Conference at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in July of 1944, a meeting that created the International Monetary Fund to stabilize world currencies and aid in reconstruction and development of nations after the war's end. The IMF has continued to play an important role in distribution of aid to developing nations even today. FDR also persuaded twenty-six countries to sign the UN Declaration, a statement of principles that extended the Atlantic Charter that he and Churchill had signed in Newfoundland replaced Wilson's crumbled League of Nations.


  In 1944, Roosevelt agreed without resistance to be the Democratic candidate for president, although people close to him say that he was more interested in retiring to Hyde Park and playing the role of elder statesman. His ailing health and constant complaints of fatigue may have been the reason for his lack of protest at Harry Truman of Missouri replacing Wallace as his running mate. FDR defeated Thomas Dewey of New York with fifty-three percent of the vote–an easy win because the Allies, under his leadership, were surely winning the war. On June 6, 1944, the Allied forces finally landed on the Normandy coast of France. In August, they liberated Paris and in another month had nearly driven the Germans out of all of France.


  Roosevelt again traveled to meet with Churchill and Stalin, this time in Yalta. The leaders came to an agreement on the post-war occupation of Germany, the Soviet Union's participation in the Pacific War if necessary, and the creation of what later became the United Nations. However, the same issues the leaders had evaded at the earlier conference–such as the fate of Poland and other Eastern European countries–were discussed again without agreement, and weak compromises were instated in their stead. To historians today gifted with hindsight, the outlines of the Cold War are clearly visible in the agreements that came out of Yalta. Indeed, many cite Yalta as emblematic of Roosevelt's political naïveté in trusting Stalin. Yet, at the time, when FDR returned from Yalta, the country greeted him with great pomp, and all, including Roosevelt himself, felt that the talks had been a great success. He had realized early on that the Soviet Union and the United States were to be the great powers of the world, and had done his best to enmesh them in a net of mutual obligations and goodwill to guarantee peace in the coming years.


  While in public life Roosevelt was basking in the upcoming victory of WWII, his personal life was lonelier than it had ever been. His mother, with whom he had always maintained a close relationship, had died in 1941. His four sons were all serving overseas. Missy LeHand, his faithful secretary, had suffered a serious stroke in 1941 and died in 1944, and Eleanor was traveling the country with her own social agenda. When Roosevelt called for cocktail hour in the White House, there sometimes would be no one there, not even Harry Hopkins, who had married and moved out of the White House. For companionship, FDR turned to women– to his daughter Anna, to two cousins, and a series of charming women who would defer to him in the way that his wife never did. He also re- ignited his relationship with Lucy Mercer, now Lucy Rutherford, a widower. Whether or not their relationship in his last days was more than a strong friendship is unclear, although Roosevelt kept the meetings secret from Eleanor. He went for a vacation to Warm Springs in March of 1945, just a few short months before the end of the war, and asked Lucy to come. On April 12, 1945, Franklin Delano Roosevelt suffered a massive cerebral hemorrhage and passed away in the afternoon.


  
    "We have learned that we cannot live alone at peace; that our own well-being is dependent on the well-being of other nations–far away. We have learned the simple truth as Emerson said, that "the only way to have a friend is to be one."
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
  


  Study Questions and Essay Topics


  
    Study Questions


    
      
        What is one of the major foreign policy lessons that Roosevelt learned from watching Woodrow Wilson in office? How did this effect the way that he handled America's entry into World War II?
      


      Roosevelt watched Wilson try and fail to convince Americans to join the League of Nations at the end of World War I. He learned from this that foreign policy cannot be a matter of partisan politics, and that successful foreign policy has the full support of the people. FDR applied these lessons in World War II by waiting until he had sufficient provocation from the Axis powers before declaring war upon them. Roosevelt obviously supported the Allies wholeheartedly and realized quite early in the conflict that America could not but get involved. However, he appeased himself by providing aid to the British despite several Neutrality Acts passed by Congress, while Americans wallowed in isolationism.

    


    
      
        Discuss the significance of Roosevelt's court-packing plan.
      


      Roosevelt proposed the court-packing plan at the beginning of his second term in office as a means of eliminating the Supreme Court as an obstacle to the New Deal. Motivated by his enormous electoral success in the recent election, he overestimated his own powers and proposed a plan to add a member to the Supreme Court for every member of the court over seventy who had not yet retired, with a maximum of fifteen. As six of the Supreme Court Justices were over seventy, including four of the most conservative, Roosevelt would have had the opportunity to pack the court with staunch New Dealers who would not dispute the constitutionality of his legislation. However, the public was horrified at such an attack on one of the pillars of American democracy. A Democratic Congress vetoed the bill, calling it a "dictator bill." This was the first time that Roosevelt had been turned down by Congress, and it led to a significant decrease in his powers in Washington. Conservatives who realized that the President was no longer invincible began to voice their protests to future New Deal legislation and to the increasing budget deficit.

    


    
      
        Roosevelt spent an unprecedented twelve years in office. How did he change the face of American government and the party system in that time?
      


      Roosevelt became President during a unique time in America, when the country faced its most severe economic depression in history. Though he created legislation to address the needs of the people at the time, the idea that endures to this day is that the government is responsible for the people's basic welfare. New Deal legislation such as Social Security, unemployment benefits, labor rights, and bank deposit insurance extended the role that American government played in the lives of each citizen. Because FDR's welfare programs aided those groups in American society who were hit hardest by the Depression, a new voting coalition was created in the election of 1932 and cemented in 1936. The Democratic Party became the party of the African-Americans and of the dispossessed, and the party of the liberals.

    

  


  
    Essay Topics


    
      Roosevelt has often been accused of pretending to be isolationist while secretly leading the country to war. How do his foreign policy decisions leading up to the war support or refute this statement?
    


    
      How did Roosevelt's relationship to big business change between the first and second Hundred Days, and how is this change reflected in the legislation passed during these periods?
    


    
      How did Roosevelt's managerial style sustain his "one-man-show" in office for all four terms?
    


    
      Do you believe that Roosevelt's motivation for the New Deal stemmed from political expediency or humanitarianism? Does his poor record of protection of civil rights support or dispute your answer?
    


    
      How did FDR's paralysis from polio affect him and his career?
    


    
      In what ways did the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor aid or impede the war effort in Roosevelt's eyes?
    

  


  Resources & Review


  
    Review Test


    
      1. What were the names of FDR's parents?


      
        A. James and Eleanor Delano Roosevelt

        B. James and Anna Delano Roosevelt

        C. James and Sara Delano Roosevelt

        D. Theodore and Sara Delano Roosevelt

      

    


    
      2. What fault in his upbringing did FDR's experience at Groton reveal?


      
        A. He had no experience with other children of his own age

        B. He had learned German and French at home instead of the required Latin

        C. He had no experience with anyone other than the wealthy

        D. He had seen less of the world than other boys of his age

      

    


    
      3. Which school did FDR enter in 1900?


      
        A. Columbia

        B. Yale

        C. Harvard

        D. Princeton

      

    


    
      4. Which characteristic led to Roosevelt's success at Harvard and election as editor-in-chief of the school paper, the Crimson?


      
        A. Intelligence

        B. Enthusiasm

        C. Skill at oratory

        D. Political Guile

      

    


    
      5. Biographers speculate that despite the differences in their upbringing, Franklin and Eleanor may have shared:


      
        A. An interest in social reform

        B. Size ten shoes

        C. Insecurities about their ability to garner the love of those around them

        D. Aspirations for a successful political career

      

    


    
      6. How did Sara Roosevelt react to her son's decision to marry so early in his life?


      
        A. She blessed the union heartily

        B. She approved of Franklin's choice of the able-minded Eleanor

        C. She resented the union for diverting Franklin's affections from her

        D. She believed that it was unorthodox for distant cousins to marry

      

    


    
      7. How many surviving children did the Roosevelts have?


      
        A. Five

        B. Four

        C. Three

        D. Six

      

    


    
      8. To which state legislature was Roosevelt elected in 1910 at the age of twenty- nine?


      
        A. Massachusetts

        B. New Jersey

        C. New York

        D. New Hampshire

      

    


    
      9. Who was the campaign manager whose successful partnership with FDR would last well into the White House Years?


      
        A. Harry Hopkins

        B. Louis Howe

        C. Al Smith

        D. Huey Long

      

    


    
      10. When FDR lost his first battle to Tammany Hall in the legislature, which presidential candidate did he support in order to further his chances of an appointment in Washington?


      
        A. Herbert Hoover

        B. Theodore Roosevelt

        C. Calvin Coolidge

        D. Woodrow Wilson

      

    


    
      11. To what position was FDR appointed in the Wilson administration?


      
        A. Assistant Secretary of State

        B. Assistant Secretary of the Navy

        C. Assistant Secretary of Labor

        D. Assistant Secretary of Defense

      

    


    
      12. When World War I broke out in Europe, what course of action did Roosevelt actively support while in office?


      
        A. Isolationism

        B. Immediate entry into the war

        C. Army and Navy preparedness

        D. The lend-lease plan

      

    


    
      13. Why do historians surmise that James Cox, with Roosevelt as his vice- presidential running mate, running on the platform of support for the League of Nations and administrative reform in Washington, lost so decidedly?


      
        A. Voters were disappointed that Woodrow Wilson, who had led Americans to victory in WWI, did not run again

        B. Voters were unimpressed by Roosevelt's short list of political achievements

        C. The Democratic Party was divided over the Prohibition issue

        D. Voters did not want to risk any more involvement with other nations after the bloodiness of WWI

      

    


    
      14. What disease struck Roosevelt unexpectedly as he vacationed with his family at Campobello?


      
        A. Polio

        B. Multiple Sclerosis

        C. Sickle Cell Disease

        D. Muscular Dystrophy

      

    


    
      15. What effect do many biographers believe that paralysis had on Roosevelt?


      
        A. His illness kept him from achieving the greatness for which he was originally destined

        B. It allowed him to gain the sympathy of the voters and thereby, their vote

        C. It increased his empathy for the day-to-day suffering of the majority of Americans

        D. It made him depressed and reserved for a number of years

      

    


    
      16. Which member(s) of Roosevelt's closest circle kept his name alive in politics while he recovered from his illness?


      
        A. Eleanor Roosevelt and Louis Howe

        B. Louis Howe

        C. Sara Delano Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt

        D. Governor Al Smith

      

    


    
      17. What political motive did Al Smith have for asking Roosevelt to run for governor in New York during his campaign for President in 1928?


      
        A. He wanted the Roosevelt name to strengthen the Democratic Party in that state

        B. He wanted Roosevelt and Tammany Hall to be forced to secure a peace

        C. He wanted to offset the negative effects of his urban, Catholic background in New York

        D. He believed that Roosevelt would be a supporter of his Progressive political agenda

      

    


    
      18. Why do historians suspect that Roosevelt began to encourage state spending to offset the effects of the Depression in New York?


      
        A. He sought to broaden his voter base in preparation for a possible presidential nomination in 1932

        B. Eleanor, a strong social reformer and liberal, encouraged him to do so

        C. He was a Progressive, and by now, strongly believed that the government should care for the basic welfare of its citizens

        D. The New York budget had a large surplus with which he was eager to dispense

      

    


    
      19. What was the name given to the group of advisers Roosevelt gathered together to help him secure the Presidential nomination in 1932?


      
        A. The Secret Seven

        B. The Brain Trust

        C. The Famous Five

        D. The Fabulous Four

      

    


    
      20. Which of the following is a good description of Herbert Hoover in office during the Depression?


      
        A. Viewed as impotent against the rising crisis by the suffering populace

        B. A hardworking conservative who was reluctant to spend federal money on direct aid to the poor

        C. Neither of the above

        D. Both of the above

      

    


    
      21. Roosevelt's behavior to Hoover during the lame duck period, the time between the election and the inauguration of the new President, can be best described as:


      
        A. Very cooperative

        B. Somewhat cooperative

        C. Neutral

        D. Uncooperative

      

    


    
      22. What crisis did President Roosevelt attack first in office?


      
        A. The Bonus Army

        B. The banking crisis

        C. Severe unemployment

        D. The plight of the farmers

      

    


    
      23. For approximately how many days did the Emergency Session of Congress convened by President Roosevelt meet?


      
        A. Thirty

        B. Fifty

        C. 100

        D. 130

      

    


    
      24. What was the primary mechanism the Agricultural Adjustment Act of May 1933 used to increase farmers' profits?


      
        A. Controlling production to increase prices

        B. Taxing processors of farm products

        C. Arbitrarily declaring higher prices

        D. Declaring a farmers' holiday

      

    


    
      25. Which of the following programs, one of Roosevelt's favorites, paid young men to do conservation work in work camps run by the army?


      
        A. AAA

        B. NRA

        C. WPA

        D. CCC

      

    


    
      26. The National Recovery Administration (NRA) represented the Roosevelt administration's uneasy initial alliance with


      
        A. The Soviet Union

        B. Latin America

        C. Big business

        D. Labor

      

    


    
      27. The Civil Works Administration, the organization that enabled many American to survive the bitter winter of 1933–1934, was under the able leadership of :


      
        A. Harry Hopkins

        B. Louis Howe

        C. Harold Ickes

        D. Raymond Moley

      

    


    
      28. Which group of businessmen and conservatives attacked Roosevelt's policies from the right?


      
        A. Tammany Hall

        B. The Atlantic Charter

        C. The American Liberty League

        D. The Rough Riders

      

    


    
      29. Which left-wing opponent of Roosevelt created the "Share our Wealth" movement, which called for all large fortunes to be liquidated, and for all citizens to receive a yearly income of $2,500?


      
        A. Dr. Francis Townsend

        B. Francis Perkins

        C. Reverend Charles Coughlin

        D. Senator Huey Long

      

    


    
      30. What effect did the Supreme Court decision overturning the NRA have on Roosevelt's political agenda?


      
        A. This decision alone forced him into proposing the court-packing plan

        B. He realized that he could no longer support labor

        C. He ended the uneasy alliance with big business

        D. He was forced to become more conservative, as seen in the Second New Deal

      

    


    
      31. Who ran against Roosevelt in the election of 1936?


      
        A. Wendell Wilkie

        B. Alfred Landon

        C. Herbert Hoover

        D. Thomas Dewey

      

    


    
      32. Which group of voters, hardest-hit by the Depression and reliant on the New Deal relief programs, became strong supporters of the Democratic Party in this election?


      
        A. Irish Americans

        B. Japanese Americans

        C. Native Americans

        D. African Americans

      

    


    
      33. What plan of Roosevelt's, introduced in the wake of his landslide victory in the 1936 presidential election, was roundly denounced by citizens and legislators?


      
        A. The court-packing plan

        B. The lend-lease plan

        C. The national industrial recovery plan

        D. The bank holiday

      

    


    
      34. Roosevelt would often say of the court-packing plan that he had lost the battle but won the war. What apparent benefit did the court-packing plan have for Roosevelt?


      
        A. It allowed him to gain the support of conservatives and liberals alike

        B. By showing that he could fight against even the Supreme Court, Roosevelt increased the power of the executive

        C. As many of the most conservative judges either retired or passed away, the Supreme Court ceased to be a barrier against reform legislation

        D. It revealed his complete control over Congress and the voters

      

    


    
      35. What ill effects did the court-packing plan have for Roosevelt?


      
        A. The bill's abrupt end at his own party's hands revealed the limitations of the thus-far invincible President, and allowed for the rise of a conservative bloc in Congress

        B. Combined with the recession of 1937, it contributed to a downturn of Roosevelt's popularity.

        C. Both of the above

        D. Neither of the above

      

    


    
      36. What is the primary cause of the economic downturn of 1937?


      
        A. Low farm prices

        B. High tariffs

        C. Slowdown in world trade

        D. Roosevelt's eagerness to cut deficit spending

      

    


    
      37. The New Deal almost completely ended in 1938 because of Roosevelt's preoccupation with


      
        A. Lucy Mercer

        B. The Supreme Court

        C. His bad relationship with big business

        D. Foreign policy

      

    


    
      38. Roosevelt was the first President to actively pursue a friendly relationship with:


      
        A. China

        B. The Soviet Union

        C. Germany

        D. Japan

      

    


    
      39. Roosevelt actively sought out an alliance with the Soviet Union because


      
        A. He wanted to increase American trade with the U.S.S.R.

        B. He mistakenly hoped that the Soviet Union would be a trustworthy ally against Germany and Japan's rising power

        C. He was secretly pursuing an internationalist policy while giving lip service to isolationism

        D. Both A and B (C is open to debate)

      

    


    
      40. Most Americans at the beginning of WWII in Europe believed that American intervention in WWI had been:


      
        A. Necessary

        B. The right thing to do

        C. A tragic mistake

        D. Excessive

      

    


    
      41. Roosevelt decided to run for a third term because


      
        A. There were no Democrats to continue the New Deal

        B. Of the international situation

        C. He had decided to stay in office until he died

        D. His closest aides advised him to do so

      

    


    
      42. Which of Roosevelt's opponents was a former Democrat who shared many of his views?


      
        A. Wendell Wilkie

        B. Henry Wallace

        C. Thomas Dewey

        D. Alfred Landon

      

    


    
      43. Which acts passed by an isolationist Congress did Roosevelt circumvent through the Lend-Lease Act, which allowed a penniless Britain to borrow or lease munitions from the United States?


      
        A. The Neutrality Acts

        B. The Reciprocal Trade Agreements

        C. The Wagner Act

        D. The Social Security Act

      

    


    
      44. Like President Wilson before him, Roosevelt hesitated to ask Congress for a declaration of war against Germany, Italy, or Japan because:


      
        A. He realized that the isolationist Congress would not wholeheartedly approve

        B. He did not want to shoulder the blame for the United States' entry into war

        C. Neither of the above

        D. Both of the above

      

    


    
      45. Why do most historians reject the idea that Roosevelt conspired or encouraged the attack at Pearl Harbor, which brought the US into WWII?


      
        A. Roosevelt's actions before the war point to his being strongly and sincerely isolationist

        B. Roosevelt had been consistently tightening the noose on Japanese trade, finally ending all exports of US oil to them in July of 1941

        C. Roosevelt considered Germany to be the ultimate enemy, and spent less time developing the army in the Pacific

        D. Roosevelt had been pushing Congress to prepare for war even though the country was reluctant because he could see that war was looming

      

    


    
      46. What part of the war effort did Roosevelt realize, from his days as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, was the most important piece in securing an American victory?


      
        A. Military strategy

        B. Efficient mobilization and better resources

        C. A larger army

        D. A big bomb

      

    


    
      47. Where did most of the funds for the war effort come from?


      
        A. Increased taxes

        B. Business donations

        C. Deficit spending

        D. Munitions sales

      

    


    
      48. Why did Churchill want to postpone a cross-channel invasion of Europe even though Roosevelt and American military leaders and Stalin desperately desired it?


      
        A. He wanted to postpone what he knew would be a bloodbath from his experience in WWI

        B. He felt that the British did not have sufficient military strength to undertake such an offensive quickly

        C. He preferred that the Soviet Union face the brunt of Germany's power in Europe alone so that their power too would be decreased

        D. He did not trust Roosevelt

      

    


    
      49. Where did the "big three" meet for the last time?


      
        A. Malta

        B. Tehran

        C. Newfoundland

        D. Yalta

      

    


    
      50. What do historians, in hindsight, view as Roosevelt's primary failure at Yalta?


      
        A. He failed to create a peacekeeping body of the world's most powerful nations

        B. He failed to see a clear picture of who the great powers in the post-war would be

        C. He did not prevent the foundations of the Cold War from being created in the agreements reached at Yalta

        D. He did not dismantle colonialism

      

    


    
      51. Which woman was Roosevelt spending time with when he died in Warm Springs on April 12, 1945?


      
        A. His wife, Eleanor

        B. His mother, Sara

        C. His former mistress, Lucy

        D. His secretary, Missy

      

    


    
      52. Which characteristic of Roosevelt's is often ignored by historians who are full of praise for his defeat of Hitler and his creation of a welfare state?


      
        A. His charisma

        B. His intelligence

        C. His piousness

        D. His deviousness

      

    


    
      Answer Key:


      1: C; 2: A; 3: C; 4: B; 5: C; 6: C; 7: A; 8: C; 9: B; 10: D; 11: B; 12: C; 13: D; 14: A; 15: C; 16: A; 17: C; 18: A; 19: B; 20: D; 21: D; 22: B; 23: C; 24: A; 25: D; 26: C; 27: A; 28: C; 29: D; 30: C; 31: B; 32: D; 33: A; 34: C; 35: C; 36: D; 37: D; 38: B; 39: D; 40: C; 41: B; 42: A; 43: A; 44: D; 45: C; 46: B; 47: A; 48: A; 49: D; 50: C; 51: C; 52: D
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