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  Context


  By all accounts, John Adams lived during a turbulent time. He began life as a proud Englishman and then rose to become the second president of a new nation. This evolution was not entirely a coincidence–as Adams, and his cousin, Samuel Adams, did more to secure their own future and their own destiny than most. John Adams, an opinionated lawyer by trade, found himself thrust to the forefront of the American Revolution–a movement he saw not as a revolution, but as merely reasserting of rights denied by the British Parliament.


  The greater Boston area that John Adams was born into in 1735 was one of the few well-settled areas and key trading ports on the east coast–along with Philadelphia and New York. Founded barely a century ago by Puritans under the eye of John Winthrop, it still reflected many of its Puritan roots. However, it was also a growing city and full of merchants, traders and artisans. For much of Adams' early life, he grew up a farm boy until entering the prestigious Harvard College, where he vacillated between a career in law and medicine. He decided on law and the still rural nature of his area is indicative in the fact that there were no other lawyers on the South Shore. During this era, Massachusetts faced almost continual attacks from Indians, finally culminating in the French and Indian War from 1754 to 1763. Since the colonies lacked the necessary manpower, training or equipment to field a strong army against the attackers, and British troops did the majority of the fighting. The growing cost of the war encouraged Britain to begin leveling taxes against the colonies.


  The next decade marked a series of spats–each more serious than the last–between England and the colonists, more specifically the patriotic "hotheads" in Boston led by Samuel Adams and the Sons of Liberty. What began with the Writs of Assistance–which allowed customs agents broad search powers–then spiraled into the Sugar Act, which raised taxes for the colonies. Then, in March 1765, Britain imposed the Stamp Act, the first "internal" tax on the colonies. Throughout, John Adams found himself becoming the written voice of the Revolution, drafting documents, letters and complaints on behalf of the patriots' cause.


  Tensions escalated further still with the Quartering Act in New York in 1766 and the Townshend Acts in 1767. Boston broke into almost outright rebellion, forcing the governor to request British troops for protection–troops which later organize the resistance that resulted in the Boston Massacre. Adams, one of the most respected lawyers in the area, was asked to defend the troops involved in their trial for manslaughter. Adams, believing that law should be impartial, accepted the controversial post and successfully won acquittal for the commanding officer. However, throughout the colonies, anti-British feelings ran high and there grew a greater sense of colonial unity than ever before. With the Boston Tea Party, the American patriots acknowledged their desire for freedom and the possibility of armed resistance to the British.


  The Revolutionary War officially began in April of 1775, when British troops marched on Lexington and Concord only to meet armed colonial "Minutemen." Adams served on the First Continental Congress and the Second Continental Congress, which presented a unified front to the British King and, in July 1776, declared America's independence from British rule. Despite the best efforts of thousands of British troops and hired German mercenaries, the Minutemen, under the command of George Washington, held their own. And, in 1780, with the help of French troops, the American army forced the surrender of the main British army at Yorktown, effectively ending the war.


  The post-war period was a rough adjustment for the colonies, as they struggled with how to build a new country and prevent the tyrannies they had witnessed in the British rulers. Adams found himself dispatched to Europe to develop diplomatic ties there, and then returned to serve as vice president in the new government. He suffered in the "insignificant" new post as the American government began to break factions that came to be known as political parties, the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists. Then, when he narrowly won the presidency, Adams found himself faced with an imminent war with France. With European countries still unsure of America's strength and resolve, Adams found that France was testing them. When he stood strong, the French government backed down.


  The loose confederation of thirteen British colonies in the New World had firmly established themselves as a free nation on the move. Adams, the longest-living president in American history, lived long enough to see the the development of that nation through the War of 1812 and to see his son, John Quincy Adams, elected president.


  Summary


  John Adams, the first of a long line of Adams men to rise to historical prominence, might be best remembered as one of the most influential voices of the American Revolution. His vocal opinions and eloquent writing, plus a solid background of legal and philosophical studies, made him a natural choice to assist drafting many of the documents of the Revolution, from the earliest letters of complaint to Crown officials to the Declaration of Independence and the Massachusetts Constitution. He and Thomas Jefferson could be understandably called the voices of the Revolution.


  John Adams was born on October 30, 1735 at his family's farm in Braintree, Massachusetts, just south of Boston. Despite a long and distinguished public career that would take him across America and Europe, he never strayed far from his Braintree roots and returned whenever possible. Born to a rich mother and a Deacon father, Adams took to reading and writing at an early age. Throughout his life he would faithfully record his daily happenings in what eventually amounted to a more than four-volume autobiography.


  Adams entered Harvard College as early as he could and after several years of debating what career to pursue, he became a teacher in nearby Worcester upon graduation. The life of a teacher, however, was not for him–but his new job did bring him into contact with some of the colony's intellectuals and led him to begin studying law. In 1758, he was admitted to the Suffolk County Bar, and began to distinguish himself as a fair, thoughtful lawyer. In fact, he amassed such a positive reputation that despite his patriotic feelings, the Crown governor later tried to appoint him Attorney General.


  By the early 1760s, Boston was sinking into rebellion as the British Parliament began to pass taxes meant to pay for the French and Indian War. A series of measures like the Sugar Act, the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts drew fire from the colonists, especially patriotic groups like the Sons of Liberty, creating an increasingly hostile environment in the Massachusetts port city. At the request of the legislators, Adams drafted complaints to the governor and began campaigning for the colony's "natural rights." In an decision that enraged the populace, Britain dispatched troops to keep the city peaceful–a move that backfired when troops opened fire in the Boston Massacre. Adams successfully defended the troops in a controversial murder trial. However, the colonies were certainly beginning to move slowly to war.


  Adams found himself elected to serve at the First Continental Congress, where, again, he found himself serving as drafter of important documents–his earnest demeanor impressed his fellow delegates. No sooner had Adams returned to Braintree did he find himself called upon to return to the Second Continental Congress, where Adams nominated a delegate named George Washington to command a new Continental Army.


  As the Revolution raged on in America, Adams left for Paris to meet Benjamin Franklin and draw up an alliance with France. When Adams arrived, Franklin had already completed the necessary work and Adams spent a frustrating year in Europe–with a brief trip to Amsterdam to arrange further assistance for the breakaway colonies–before returning to America to assist with the writing of Massachusetts' constitution.


  That completed, Adams again left for Europe to negotiate the Treaty of Paris and end the Revolution. He next found himself the first ambassador to Britain, America's recently defeated enemy. Needless to say, it was a frustrating assignment. He spent much of his time writing and socializing with the American ambassador to France, Thomas Jefferson, with whom he had written the Declaration of Independence.


  Adams returned to the U.S. for good and was elected vice president of the United States in March 1789. He served two terms in the job, which he called "the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived." He enjoyed his time as president of the senate, and cast a score of tie-breaking votes to expand federal powers. Congress, and the political scene in general, was quickly breaking down into two main factions–the Federalists, Adams' party, which supported a strong government, and the Anti-federalists, which supported a weak government and strong state governments. The factions became an important part of the election of 1796, where Adams eked out a victory as president after George Washington announced that he would not seek a third term.


  Adams entered the presidency with the country on the brink of war with France, which was still angered by Jay's Treaty. Adams' peace mission was initially rebuffed, only to be met with an offer of a meeting with French officials in exchange for a bribe. The publication of the offer in America, in what came to be known as the XYZ Affair, outraged Americans and pushed the country even closer to war. However, a last minute peace mission by Adams arrested the crisis without incident.


  In July 1798, Adams signed the controversial Alien and Sedition Acts, which were meant to silence opposition to the Federalists but which were so unpopular (and unconstitutional) that they were largely responsible for the downfall of the Federalist Party.


  Adams faced a bitter reelection fight after quarreling with his arch-rival, Federalist leader Alexander Hamilton, for most of his term. Hamilton threw his support to another Federalist and cost Adams the election, which went to Jefferson. Embittered, Adams left the new capital in Washington in a huff and retreated to his house in Braintree. There, as he mellowed, he began a wonderfully rich correspondence with Jefferson and a deep friendship developed. Adams lived long enough to see his eldest son, John Quincy Adams, be elected president in 1824.


  Fittingly, both Adams and Jefferson died on July 4, 1826–the fiftieth anniversary of their Declaration of Independence.


  Important Terms, Names, and Events


  Terms


  
    Anti-Federalists - Anti-federalists, later to be known as the Republicans or Democratic Republicans, rose up as the opponents of the Constitution during the period of ratification. Led by Thomas Jefferson, they wanted a loose governmental structure that granted power primarily to the states.

  


  
    Alien and Sedition Acts - The controversial set of Acts that eventually became synonymous with Adams' administration and helped bring about the downfall of the Federalist Party. Initially meant to secure the Federalist party and quash opposition, the Acts were composed of four laws, supposedly dealing with the protection of national security: the Alien Enemies Act, the Alien Friends Act, the Naturalization Act, and the Sedition Act. The Alien Enemies Act defined how the government could determine whether foreigners posed a threat in wartime–this Act was not used in 1812. The second, the Alien Friends Act, allowed the president to deport any foreigner–in peacetime and in war–whom he deemed a threat to the country. The third, the Naturalization Act, lengthened the time it took become a citizen of the US from five to fourteen years. The fourth and final act, also the most controversial and unconstitutional, the Sedition Act, forbade any individual to oppose "any measure or measures of the United States," or to speak, write or print anything about the president that caused him "contempt or disrepute." The Sedition Act expired in 1801, but not before four of the five major Republican newspapers had been charged with sedition and several foreign- born writers threatened with expulsion. Of the seventeen people charged under the Act, ten were convicted. The acts were meant to help solidify the Federalists hold on power in the 1798 and 1800 elections. Although Adams never vigorously enforced these laws, they quickly became synonymous with the Federalist Party and Adams in particular. Far from helping the Federalists, however, the Alien and Sedition Acts turned much of the country against them.

  


  
    Declaration of Rights and Grievances - The most important document to come out of the Continental Congress before the Declaration of Independence, this laid out the complaints of the American colonists. King George III largely disregarded it, not understanding its significance.

  


  
    Federalists - To support the Constitution, the Federalist Party rose to early power. Led by Alexander Hamilton, and to some extent by John Adams, they wanted a strong centralized national government.

  


  
    Jay's Treaty - The treaty, signed by John Jay to prevent a war with Britain, provided for the removal of British troops from American land. While successful in preventing another war with Britain, the treaty was seen as hostile to the French, who saw it as an alliance with the British. The treaty was partially responsible for the XYZ Affair.

  


  
    Townshend Acts - The work of Chancellor of the Exchequer Charles Townshend, Parliament passed the Revenue Act of 1767 on July 2, 1767. It established taxes on glass, lead, paint, paper, and tea entering the colonies–marking a departure from earlier taxation schemes that had been primarily for regulating trade. The Townshend Acts were unmistakably for raising revenue.

  


  
    Stamp Act - The Stamp Act required colonists to buy special watermarked paper for newspapers and all legal documents. The Act marked a departure from Britain's previous policy of not taxing the colonies internally. It was one of the major precipitating events of the Revolution.

  


  
    Sons of Liberty - A secret patriotic society organized in Boston by John Adams' cousin Samuel Adams to oppose the Stamp Act, other chapters followed around the colonies. The Sons of Liberty served as the primary means of communication and organization for the patriotic movement before the war. The Sons of Liberty also served as Adams' enforcers, ensuring adherence to the non-importation agreements, harassing Royal appointees, and participating in the Boston Tea Party. John Adams was invited several times to address their gatherings.

  


  Names


  
    Abigail Adams - John Adams' wife. Born to a rich Boston family, Abigail Smith remained an important figure in John's life for over fifty years, constantly exchanging letters, encouraging and pushing him. Her letters show her to be a strong, confident, politically-adept woman.

  


  
    Charles Adams - Adams' second oldest son, he traveled extensively with his father and studied law under Alexander Hamilton. A drunkard, he died in New York just days before his father left the presidency.

  


  
    John Quincy Adams - Ambassador and noted Harvard professor, John Quincy was Adams' oldest son, and the sixth president of the United States. John Quincy traveled with his father from an early age and began a very successful diplomatic and political career with a trip as a personal secretary to the minister to Russia in his teenage years.

  


  
    Samuel Adams - John Adams' cousin and one of the major proponents and fomentors of the Revolutionary War. Samuel led the Sons of Liberty.

  


  
    Alexander Hamilton - The leader of the Federalists and the first secretary of the treasury. Hamilton split with Adams during Adams' presidency but retained broad authority over the cabinet until Adams cleared his cabinet of Hamiltonian Federalists. Adams saw Hamilton as being largely responsible for everything that went wrong during his administration.

  


  
    Thomas Hutchinson - Adams's long-time opponent in Boston politics and one of the strongest Tories in the colony. He served as chief justice of the supreme judicial court, as lieutenant governor of Massachusetts during the Stamp Act crisis, and finally, as the royal governor.

  


  
    James Otis - John Adams' close friend and legislative ally, Otis was a strong patriot. As the Stamp Act crisis passed, Otis fell out of favor with the patriots. However, he worked closely with Adams in the drafting of several letters of complaint to the Crown governors.

  


  
    Francis Bernard - Royally-appointed governor of Massachusetts in the early days of the unrest in Boston. Sided with Thomas Hutchinson early in his term but was forced out of his post by the patriots and the Sons of Liberty after the Stamp Act crisis.

  


  Events


  
    Boston Massacre - The Boston Massacre began innocently with boys throwing snowballs at a British sentry on March 5, 1770. However, thanks to much agitation by Adams' men in the days prior to the incident, a large crowd soon formed outside the guardhouse and more British soldiers reinforced the sentry. When a British officer tried to disperse the crowd, he and his men were bombarded with rocks and were dared to shoot by the unruly mob. After being knocked to the ground, one soldier finally did shoot, and others followed. Five civilians were killed in the gunfire. John Adams was called upon to defend the accused soldier while they stood trial, which he did mostly successfully.

  


  
    First Continental Congress - The First Continental Congress convened on September 5, 1774, with all colonies but Georgia sending delegates chosen by the Committees of Correspondence. John Adams and his cousin Samuel Adams were among the Massachusetts delegates. The Congress voted to institute non-importation agreements with Britain.

  


  
    Second Continental Congress - After fighting had broken out in Massachusetts, the Second Continental Congress convened on May 10, 1775. Most delegates still opposed the drastic move of calling for independence, despite the outbreak of violence. In an effort to reach a reconciliation with the King, John Dickinson penned the last-ditch Olive Branch Petition.

  


  
    XYZ Affair - The major crisis of John Adams' administration. His peace envoys to France were met by three agents purporting to represent Foreign Minister Charles Talleyrand. The Frenchmen offered to meet with the delegation only in exchange for the payment of a bribe. The publication of the reports back in America, with the French agents referred to only as X, Y, and Z, prompted insulted Americans to the brink of war with France.

  


  Summary and Analysis


  The Adams Family of Braintree


  Short of the Kennedys, there is probably no more famous family in the United States than that of John Adams. The Adams spawned two U.S. presidents, three United States Ministers, historians, writers and other notable relatives. By the time John Adams was born on October 30, 1735, at his family home in Braintree, Massachusetts, the Adams family was well established in the new colonies–having been in Massachusetts for more than three generations already.


  The first recorded member of the Adams clan had been born in Elizabethan England in 1583. His name was Henry and he, his wife, and their eight sons left for Massachusetts around 1640 and settled on forty acres in Mount Wollaston, part of North Braintree. He and his descendants prospered in the new land, proud to be Englishmen but living largely free from any regal influence in the New World. Under what came to be termed salutary neglect, the King let the colonists fend for themselves, greatly increasing the commerce, wealth and religion of those in the New World.


  Lead by John Winthrop, the earliest founders of the Massachusetts Bay Colony had helped establish the protestant faith in the colony. The faith, though, had undergone several revisions since its beginnings and it was no heresy that the young John Adams had hints of Arminianism in his faith. He believed that God and man shared a unique relationship to help each other.


  Adams' father, Deacon John Adams, was a farmer by trade and worked long hours to support his young family, which included three sons: John, Peter Boylston and Elihu. The elder Adams rose to some prominence in the community as his land holdings and wealth increased, and he assumed new roles as a selectman, constable and tithing man. As the younger John Adams later wrote, his father "was the honestest man I ever knew. In wisdom, piety, benevolence and charity in proportion to his education and sphere of life, I have never seen his superior."


  Adams' mother, Susanna Boylston, came from the upper crust of Boston Society–what would come to be termed the "Brahmin Class" for future generations of Bostonians. Her uncle, a doctor, had first introduced the smallpox inoculation to the colonies.


  The young John Adams took to reading at an early age, and he became a voracious writer–writing down almost everything that transpired in his life. His own autobiography contains rich information on his childhood and his early years. He first attended a home school across from his family farm and then transferred to a Latin school run by Joseph Cleverly. Surprisingly, his first serious brush with education almost caused him to lose all interest in learning and knowledge. While Cleverly was highly educated for the times, he was one of the laziest men Adams ever recalled meeting. Adams soon became fascinated with "idle pursuits," like marbles and later hunting. Adams took to hiding his gun in the entryway with his coat, so could take off on adventures as soon as school ended. When Cleverly reprimanded him, he began hiding the gun at a nearby house during the school day. Adams' lack of interest in schooling and his father's intense desire to educate his son soon became a great point of contention in the Adams' house. John convinced his father to allow him to transfer to a nearby boarding school and study so that he could attend college earlier.


  At around age sixteen, Adams entered Harvard College–the first in a long line of Adams to attend that institution. (In fact, one of the College's twelve houses is now named for the Adams family.) The College, which then schooled only around a hundred boys and consisted of three buildings, began each day with morning prayers, followed by lectures, recitations and then long hours of studying. Adams studied sciences under the famed scientist John Winthrop IV, who ran the first experimental physics lab in the country. Adams fell in love with Harvard and with learning. He rekindled his earlier reading and writing habits, and threw himself into the sciences and mathematics. He joined one of the school's fledgling literary clubs and wiled away his evenings reading the latest in literature.


  Adams had grave doubts about entering the ministry, for despite its liberal arts education, Harvard had remained primarily a religious seminary. While Adams attended College, New England passed through the Great Awakening, a renaissance of religion and philosophy that left people more free to think and believe. Amid the confusion of the times and unable to elucidate his own feelings on God, Adams did not want to join the clergy. He found himself leaning towards a career in law or medicine but remained unsure as graduation day approached. He finally decided on teaching and was hired on Commencement Day itself when the headmaster of the Worcester Grammar School attended graduation and heard about John's desire. In 1755, just weeks before Adams turned twenty years old, he left for nearby Worcester to be a Latin teacher.


  John Adams, Esq. and Husband


  John Adams was not cut out to be a schoolteacher. His pupils were "little runtlings" who hardly knew the alphabet, let alone the advanced subjects like philosophy, which so intrigued their teacher. Adams was highly opinionated and fascinated with studying his fellow humans, their actions, their demeanors, and their features. He wrote, "I amof the opinion that men ought to avow their opinions and defend them with boldness." The vain and intense young man found himself stifled at the Worcester Grammar School. That being said, his students liked him, for he was a colorful teacher and not much of a disciplinarian.


  The big benefit Adams reaped from teaching was his introduction to the world of the intellectual elite in Worcester, including most importantly, the prominent lawyer John Putnam. Putnam endlessly debated and probed Adams' thoughts and ideas. Putnam encouraged Adams as he searched for a more permanent career. During the summer after Adams' first year as a teacher, he entered into an apprenticeship contract with Putnam to study law for two years.


  In the days before widespread law schools existed, it was customary for law students to study with an established lawyer before starting out on their own. Very few would-be lawyers studied at the Inns of Court in England, especially few from the colonies. Adams began his apprenticeship with the customary clerk work, filing papers, attending court cases, reading law books in his spare time, and even occasionally working with Putnam on a case directly. Here, Adams' deep interests in history and philosophy showed through, as he traced laws back to their roots in Roman history or English precedent. Putnam, a rich well- established lawyer, had an extensive library for Adams to peruse, ranging from feudal days to the present. Adams made a special, deep study of "civil law," which had largely been handed down by the Romans. Also, Adams learned much of "natural law," theories which would help him later in life as he participated in the Revolution.


  When his study of law under Putnam was complete, Adams moved back to his native Braintree and since there were no lawyers on Massachusetts's South Shore, Adams filled a needed niche. Due to an oversight, however, Adams had not been admitted to the Worcester bar association before he left and so he had to fight harder than usual to be admitted to the Suffolk County bar, normally an easy process. He spent several hours being interviewed by the head of the bar, Jeremiah Gridley, before Gridley finally pronounced his studies fit. Gridley recommended that Adams return later to take the oath of a lawyer.


  Now that Adams had officially joined the Suffolk Country Inferior Court, he began what amounted to a large and very prosperous law career. He would later join the Suffolk Superior Court in 1761. The job of a lawyer was primarily to try cases, since scribes and notaries handled much of the work of buying land and writing wills. Adams' work kept him constantly at the forefront of his field and required him to constantly study and read the law.


  It was no coincidence that Adams and other lawyers would soon take the lead in the American Revolution. England's law system had grown up around precedent and common law, and it was this training that would help nudge the Americans toward independence. The Magna Charta and other British charters and bills of rights had built up a steady foundation of guaranteed rights for Englishmen–rights that the colonists transported to the New World when they emigrated. Additionally, and perhaps more presciently, they believed in the importance of disavowing illegal laws–the precedent for which had been set when the Privy Council in England was authorized to strike colonial laws that violated the colonial charters.


  Thus, when the Revolution began, few trained colonial lawyers like John Adams saw it as a revolution; the movement would be more aptly described as reinstating the traditional rules and laws that had slowly been whittled away. Only when England and its Parliament failed to address colonial grievances by law were the colonists forced to resort to arms.


  As his law career prospered, John Adams was falling in love. The death of his father in 1761 had left him with a substantial inheritance of land and a house in Quincy, and he had also begun traveling with a friend, Richard Cranch, to the nearby house of William Smith and Smith's three daughters: Mary, Abigail and Eliza. While Cranch courted Mary, Adams was falling for Abigail–nine years his junior but an amazing young woman. Highly educated for the times, Abigail shared Adams' love for reading and philosophy–and never passed up the opportunity to share her opinions. Adams referred to his "saucy" love as "Nabby." On October 25, 1764, the two were married. Adams had found his life's mate. They would be married for fifty-four years


  Clouds of Revolution


  The end of the French and Indian War had firmly established Britain as the dominant power in New England and the colonies. Likewise, the English throne had ended the days of salutary neglect and now saw in the colonies a chance to generate additional revenue. Between 1760 and 1776, the British Parliament, with the backing of King George III, began passing a series of controversial measures that simultaneously stretched both the mother country's authority in the New World and the patience of its colonists. In the first instance, England began to allow customs officials to issue the writs of assistance, rather than specific warrants. These writs allowed for widespread search and seizures by royal appointees. However, the writs were only valid from the time of issue until six months after the death of the reigning monarch. Thus, when King George II died in 1760, it set the groundwork for a crisis the following year. All officials had to apply for new writs and colonist James Otis, a fellow lawyer, challenged the constitutional validity of the writs.


  John Adams and virtually every member of the Boston bar packed a courtroom in 1761 to watch Otis argue in front of the Superior Court. Adams and others understood the imposition on their natural rights. As he later wrote, the Revolution was not a wild usurpation of power by the colonists but the even attempts to appeal to English precedent and the "old rights" already guaranteed them. If the King and the Parliament were to abandon the rights of an Englishman, then the American colonists would step forward to reassert them.


  The attempts to squeeze revenue from the colonies began in 1764, when the American Act became the first to directly raise monies from the colonies. The following year, the colonies reacted angrily to the passing of the Stamp Act, which required everyone to purchase special paper for newspapers and legal documents. The internal tax faced significant opposition, and helped build organizations like the Sons of Liberty. John Adams' cousin, Samuel Adams helped found the Boston chapter of the Sons of Liberty. Coupled with the earlier Sugar Act, which placed tight restrictions on trade and organized jury-less trials for smugglers, the Stamp Act made clear a sea change in the approach of the Crown to the colonies. Adams and other colonists were more concerned by the blatantly unconstitutional Stamp Act–since English law required that no freeman be allowed to be taxed without his, or his proxy's, consent. Moreover, since violators of the act would be tried in Admiralty Courts, where a single judge presided with no jury, it was an alarming infringement upon fair trials in the colonies.


  Bostonians arose in anger. When word came that Andrew Oliver, the provincial secretary, had been appointed stamp distributor, a mob burned him in effigy and burned his warehouse. The loyalist lieutenant governor, Thomas Hutchinson, became worried by the actions. Across the country, similar riots occurred and stamp distributors and stamp collectors were forced to renounce their offices under threat of death. However, businessmen across the region had to proceed with the stamps for fear of losing their business, and England responded to the unrest by closing many courts as commerce slowed to a standstill. Adams wrote a piece called "Braintree Instructions" declaring the new law unconstitutional.


  The year 1764 was momentous for Adams for other reasons as well. He was elected to serve as surveyor of highways in Braintree, his first child, Nabby (named for Abigail Adams's nickname), was born, and his longest political essay yet, "A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law," had been published in Boston. Professionally, Adams was excelling too. Samuel Fitch and his friend Jeremiah Gridley had approached Adams to ask for his help in founding a law club for the debate and celebration of law.


  The "Dissertation" helped lay down some of Adams's feelings at the time, and explained some of the themes that Adams's liked as his law career grew and Revolution neared: Adams believed strongly in natural rights, that is, those rights that are inalienable or unchangeable. The "Dissertation," later criticized for being juvenile and naive, did express how Adams felt at the moment and is helpful in understanding his participation in the upcoming Revolution.


  On December 19, Adams was appointed to a committee of three–himself, Gridley and Otis–to appear before Governor Bernard and asked that the courts be reopened without stamped papers. The governor vaguely answered the committee but promised nothing. Bowing to public pressure, the Inferior Court reopened in January without using stamps–but the Superior Court accomplished almost nothing until the Stamp Act was repealed. Adams noted in December, "the year 1765 has been the most remarkable year of my life."


  Adams continued his letter writing campaign in 1766, signing his letters to the editor, "Clarendon," after a loyalist from the Revolution of 1640. Parliament finally repealed the dreaded Stamp Act in the spring, but at the same time reasserted its right to pass laws governing the colonies–a move that would lead to the Declaration Acts. Without any colonial representation in Parliament, the body misinterpreted the colonists' objections to the Stamp Act and began to pass more external taxes, like customs duties.


  In 1767, Parliament passed the Townshend Acts, named after the Chancellor of the Exchequer Charles Townshend. The duties would establish a fund to pay colonial governors. This move, too, was met with strong resistance because one of the few powers the colonial governments could wield was to set the salary of the Crown-appointed governor. The next battle lines had been drawn.


  War Approaches


  In 1768, as the colonies grew increasingly restless, Adams moved his growing family to downtown Boston. Abigail and John eventually had four children: Nabby, John Quincy, Charles and Thomas Boylston (a fifth child, Susanna, died at the age of one).


  The Townshend Acts continued to draw fire in the colonies. Adams' cousin, Samuel Adams, and James Otis circulated letters calling the acts unconstitutional. The royally appointed Governor Bernard ordered the General Court to either rescind the letters or to be dissolved–and by a vote of ninety-two to seventeen, the Court demurred. Governor Bernard dissolved the Court and requested help from the British government. England responded by sending the naval frigate H.M.S. Romney to Boston Harbor. Emboldened by the military help, customs officials began asserting their duties around the city–only to flee to Castle William when the colonists hit back. Adams was appointed to a committee to draft a letter that would be sent to Bernard by Otis, Adams, John Hancock and Thomas Cushing. The letter, like many of the documents that would come out of the colonies during the war, was written in Adams' words. Adams patiently laid out the colonists' complaints and their concerns over Parliament's new approach to the colonies and the infringement of rights.


  Adams went on the court circuit during the fall and arrived back to find Boston overrun by British redcoat troops. Major Small drilled his company daily in front of Adams' residence on Brattle Square, and the Sons of Liberty roamed the streets at night. Civil unrest surged just below the surface. Adams began to consider his own role in the upcoming protests and found himself deeply concerned by the obvious intent of the British to tax and subjugate the colonists. He decided that he was an American first and foremost.


  Therefore, when his friend Jonathan Sewall approached him and said that Governor Bernard was prepared to appoint Adams, a man of "talent, integrity, reputation and consequence," to be Attorney General for the colony, Adams politely declined. Surprised, Sewall questioned Adams for a reason, and Adams replied that England was creating a "system wholly inconsistent with all my ideas of right, justice and policy." Despite the prestige and pay such an office would offer, Adams could not blindly turn his back on his ideals. Sewall returned in three weeks and again pushed Adams, but the Adams remained steadfast.


  Although Bernard later reconvened the General Court in May 1769, the legislators looked warily across the square in front of their building at the British cannon and troops aimed directly at the front door of the legislature. Again, Adams found himself called upon to draft instructions to his cousin, Otis, Cushing, and Hancock. Each recommendation increased Adams' visibility and his position in the fledgling patriotic cause. The 350 Boston Sons of Liberty invited Adams to their August meeting. Likewise, his reputation as an attorney and barrister increased with his successful handling of several major cases, including Rex v. Corbet, where he defended four sailors accused of murdering a British sailor.


  On March 5, 1770, church bells began ringing across the city of Boston. Alarmed, Adams and others rushed into the streets to find that troops had fired on a mob near the Town House, killing five–the first casualties of the American Revolution. The following morning, Adams found himself approached by an Irish merchant on behalf of Captain Preston–the head of the British detachment that had fired on the mob. Adams, believing that everyone had the right to counsel and that the law should be impartial, reluctantly agreed to represent Preston in his trial for murder. Adams later said that representing Preston had been "one of the most gallant, generous, manly and disinterested Actions of my whole Life, and one of the best Pieces of Service I ever rendered my Country." Preston was acquitted in a highly controversial trial–although two soldiers were found guilty of manslaughter. Although the decision to represent Preston caused some to second-guess Adams, he remained a popular member of the community and was elected to the General Court in June 1770.


  The toll of the unrest in Boston was wearing on Adams and he moved his family back to the country for some peace; he did keep in office in Boston. In April 1771, while drinking tea with Abigail in Braintree, he declared that he would split his time between his family and the law: "Farewell politics!" he said. His promise would not last long. For despite the repeal of the Townshend Acts and the tax on tea, the colonies remained restless. By 1772, he had moved the family back to Boston and reengaged in the patriot cause. Thomas Hutchinson, now governor, declared in 1773 that Parliament was the "sovereign" government of the colonies. The General Court exploded in anger and Adams again found himself drafting a letter on their behalf to the governor. Adams also got involved in a debate over whether judges should be granted crown salaries like the governor. With the governor able to veto any law from the General Court, and the governor now paid and supported by the crown, there was no check or balance on his power. Boston again found itself nearing rebellion. Sam Adams started a Committee on Correspondence that would communicate Massachusetts' problems to other colonies and vice versa. John Adams, for his part, grew more concerned over the possibility of mob rule.


  Hoping to keep the growing unrest harnessed in legal matters, Adams proposed the impeachment of the court's chief justice. However, the matter died in the legislature. As mobs marched around the courthouse, though, jurors and some judge renounced their offices. In December of 1773, during the Boston Tea Party, the Sons of Liberty dumped hundreds or cases of tea into the Harbor. "The die is cast. The people have passed the river and cut away the bridge," Adams wrote. Revolution looked the most likely of the increasingly few options to resolve the conflict.


  Revolution


  In June 1774, John Adams was elected a delegate to the First Continental Congress. The move came in the last moments of the Massachusetts General Court's session. To enforce the Coercive Acts, British General Thomas Gage replaced Thomas Hutchinson as governor, vetoed Adams and twelve other members of the General Court and adjourned it to Salem, a safe loyalist area. But, before he did, Adams and four others were elected to be delegates to the Congress.


  The Congress was set to act on more than a decade of incursions on colonial rights and freedoms; there would be no more inaction. The American Revolution is unique among political revolutions in history, for its organized nature ensured that the same men who began the revolution would stand as the country's new leaders when the revolution was over. Partly, this can be attributed to the points earlier described: that the Revolution, far from being a rebellion of radicals, was more like a reasserting of earlier granted rights. Liberty and freedoms that were once promised would now be collected.


  Still unsure of the future, however, the Congress agreed that the colonies could not back down from their fight with Parliament. None looked forward to a future free of British rule, for most delegates were proud Englishmen. However, they recognized that natural law dictated their move. Appointed after the Parliament passed the Coercive and Intolerable Acts, which, among other moves, closed the Port of Boston until the tea spilled during the Boston Tea Party had been paid for, the delegates to Congress found themselves under pressure to act.


  On Monday, August 29, the delegates arrived in Philadelphia, hot, tired and dusty from a long ride from Boston. Before the Congress convened on September 5, Adams warily got to know his fellow fifty-five delegates. With the exception of Virginia, an ardent patriotic supporter, other colonies were less organized and less virulent in their dislike of Parliament–prompting caution on many fronts. A day after Congress convened, however, word reached Philadelphia that Gage had seized the militia magazines in Boston, garnering anger and sympathy for the Bostonians. The Congress's progress was "slow as snails," Adams wrote. Only Samuel Adams wanted full independence from Britain. Joseph Galloway even suggested a joint British-American legislature. Eventually, Adams helped draft the Declaration of Rights and Grievances, the most important document to proceed the Declaration of Independence. The Congress also passed non- importation agreements to take effect on December 1, 1774 before it adjourned on October 26. Adams left Philadelphia, prepared never to return–only to find himself reelected to a second term at the Congress almost as soon as he returned to Boston.


  Over the course of the winter, Adams wrote his masterful Novanglus essay, an examination of the British Empire and Parliament, in response to loyalist letters in the newspapers. The essay marked a major advance in Adams' thinking. Whereas he had previously called for English liberties, he now called for natural liberties, distancing himself from England. Far more than the rights of an Englishman, Adams now advocated for the same thing–but in the guise of basic rights guaranteed to all men. Adams now foresaw an independent commonwealth.


  The Second Continental Congress convened on May 10, 1775, joined now by delegates Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, John Hancock of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin and James Wilson of Pennsylvania. The group together was more pessimistic than before: the earlier declaration had failed to elicit a response and British troops continued to rule Boston. Adams proposed that George Washington, a delegate from Virginia–the only man to appear in Congress in his military uniform–be appointed to head-up the continental forces and Congress subsequently approved ten companies of riflemen to join the American forces in Boston. Despite officially taking up arms against the British, it would be another year before the Congress would come to declare itself independent. The delegates signed the Olive Branch Petition, a last-ditch effort to restore peace with the King.


  After the war began, 1775 was a rough year for the colonists: Parliament closed the colonies to trade; Washington laid siege to Boston after the Battle of Bunker Hill; an expedition to capture Montreal failed; retreating forces in the South burned Norfolk; the war looked grim. John Adams helped start the American Navy, a cause that would remain dear to him forever. He also began studying political theory in depth and formulating his own ideas, which would help the new America formulate a government. As the colonies turned to the Continental Congress for a blueprint for the new government, Adams stood ready to offer a thorough lesson in self-governance and natural rights.


  On June 7, 1776, with no hope left, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia moved for independence. Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert R. Livingston were appointed to draw up the declaration. Independence was voted upon July 2 and the Declaration of Independence was ratified on July 4. With a heavy heart, the Congress had at last broken with the King.


  A New Country


  Having declared themselves free from British rule, John Adams and the other members of the Second Continental Congress set about forming a new government for their new country. Meanwhile, the war for freedom dragged on: George Washington recaptured New Jersey and the British saw a major defeat at Saratoga. Adams drafted what came to be known as the Plan of 1776, a framework for peace treaties and alliances that would serve as a model for coming decades. He and two others journeyed to meet with the commanding British admiral on Staten Island to attempt to negotiate a peace but found the admiral unable to grant them anything. Adams' homesickness worsened and he wished to return to his family in Braintree. He departed for home on November 11.


  He would not stay home for long, however. While Adams was away on business, his wife, Abigail, opened his mail one day to discover that the Congress had elected Adams to serve as commissioner to France. He agreed to go and, through the early winter, debated whether his family should accompany him; deciding finally that the long ocean journey and the danger of being captured by the British was too great, Adams allowed only his son, John Quincy, to accompany him to Europe. They departed on February 13, 1778. The crossing took six weeks and their frigate, Boston, arrived on April 1, 1778. In France, Adams hoped to gain recognition for his country from the European governments. Humorously, though, everywhere Adams traveled in France he was introduced as "le fameux Adams" and the author of Common Sense. It was only with great difficulty that he convinced people he was not his famous cousin and he did not even bother trying to convince them that Thomas Paine, not Sam Adams, had written Common Sense.


  His time in France was a difficult one, and he often whined in his diary about his partner, Benjamin Franklin, who, Adams charged, often traded the work of the commission to spend time with women. Franklin and the third commissioner had already signed a treaty with France by the time Adams arrived, so he was left with little to do. He pleaded with his cousin to be allowed to return to America, and on February 12, 1779 Adams received word that he should return home. His trip, however, had been in vain. The groundwork Adams and the other commissioners laid helped America gain allies in Europe and helped convince France to intervene in the ongoing Revolution. France, stripped of its former prestige after the humiliating French and Indian War, desperately wanted to get back at England–it found its chance in the Revolution.


  Adams returned to Braintree just in time to be chosen to help draft a new Constitution for Massachusetts and the document eventually ratified by the Massachusetts Constitutional Convention in 1780 drew largely from Adams' work.


  Adams barely finished his work in Massachusetts before the Continental Congress again sent him to Europe–this time in anticipation of peace negotiations with Britain. He waited anxiously in Paris again, doing little and managing to draw fire from the French for meddling in their affairs and from Franklin in response to Adams' continued comments about Franklin's ill behavior. As Adams waited for peace, the Revolutionary War drew to a close. The commander of the southern continental troops, General Nathanael Greene, eventually forced the British army, under General Cornwallis, to retreat to Yorktown. With help from the French Army and Navy, from October 6 to October 19, 1781, sixteen thousand allied troops lay siege to the city until the 6,000 British troops, who were held up in Yorktown, surrendered. It would be the last major battle of the war.


  Back in Europe, the time for peace had nearly arrived. However, first, frustrated with his role in Paris, Adams traveled to the Netherlands to work on a treaty with that country. John Quincy left his father to serve as a secretary with an American delegation to Britain and his other companion for the trip, his son Charles, left Adams to return to Braintree.


  After many months of hard work, Adams won recognition from the Netherlands for American independence and led the successful negotiation of a monetary loan and trade treaty with the government. He returned to Paris in October 1782 to join John Jay and Franklin in the peace discussions. Adams played a crucial role in the negotiations, continually pushing for expansion of American fishing rights in the Atlantic and for an expansion of the boundary westward. Both parties signed the Treaty of Paris on September 3, 1783. Adams remained in Europe while his secretary returned the treaty to America, and, in ill health, Adams journeyed to Bath, England. While in England, he toured the King's castle at Windsor and stood in awe of its library. Again, his nation called, and Adams rushed from England to Amsterdam and secured a second massive loan to help jump- start the new country and save its credit.


  In 1785, with America now entirely free and under the governance of the Articles of Confederation, Adams became the first U.S. minister to Britain. Needless to say, his three year tour of duty in London were among the most frustrating of his life because England had little interest in improving the relationship with its newly freed colonies or in bettering trade relations. Adams made the best of his time, socializing with the minister to France, Thomas Jefferson, and writing one of his most important works, the three-volume "A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States," which was finally published in 1787. Like much of his other work, the "Defence" was unpolished but contained much vital information on natural law and constitutional theory–theories that would be cited in the Constitutional Convention during the very year of the "Defence"'s publication. Despite the general American ill will towards the British, Adams praised the Parliamentary system as the "most stupendous fabric of human invention."


  Vice Presidency


  The new Constitution of the United States of America, formally ratified on September 17, 1787, laid out a daring foundation for the new government. With his work in England mostly completed, moreover, Adams resigned from his overseas posting and returned home. On April 20, 1788, Adams and his wife boarded a ship in Portsmouth, England, and set sail for America. He returned to a hero's welcome: Celebratory booming cannon and a gala reception at the home of Massachusetts Governor John Hancock helped reassure Adams that his work had not gone unnoticed. He quietly returned to life on his Braintree farm, which the Adams family named "Peacefield," and hoped to spend some time recuperating from his years abroad. However, he found himself drawn to the new government that was forming from the Constitution. Too proud to ask for an office, he hinted that the presidency should go to Washington and that he hoped he would not end up too much lower. Despite his humility at Congress, he told neighbors that he would not accept the lowly post of senator from Massachusetts. Washington happily urged others to support Adams for vice president, expressing the general's desire to step down once the government got going and leave it in the hands of someone capable–like Adams. Adams won the vice presidency, but only with the support of some "apprehensive" states. Adams took this half-hearted endorsement as a personal affront and he was hurt by the seeming lack of support for his years in public service. Nonetheless, when he departed Boston on April 12, 1789, he was full of energy and excitement for his new job.


  The vice presidency, however, was not everything he thought it would be. Adams was sworn in on April 20, 1789 and would be reelected in 1792. He found the office, which had been designed to provide a new head of state in the event of the death of the president, ill-suited for someone as opinionated and involved as he was. In fact, he chafed at having to spend his days in the shadow of the president, so much so that he would remark that the vice presidency was "the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived."


  What little power the vice president did have, he wielded in the U.S. Senate, where he presided as president of the Senate, the upper house of the newly formed Congress of the United States. He was only allowed to vote in the case of a tie but he did so twenty times–each time voting to support the policies of President Washington and supporting the expansion of the role of the new federal government. Adams voted to support American neutrality in a new war between Britain and France and to seek reprisals against Britain for interfering with U.S. shipping commerce. He also supported the financial measures of the ambitious secretary of the treasury, Alexander Hamilton.


  One of Adams' earlier predictions–that despite all efforts to the contrary, political factions were inevitable–proved true right from the start of the new government. Despite President Washington's desire to serve as president for the whole nation, he found himself undercut by the increasing division of the government into political factions, the forerunners of today's political parties. His own Cabinet even developed the same divisions he sought to prevent.


  The government began to separate into the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists; although there were degrees of moderation in each group, the general consensus was that the Federalists, led by Hamilton, supported the development of a strong federal government while the Anti-Federalists or Republicans (later still to become the Democratic-Republican Party), led by Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, believed strongly in the autonomy of the individual states–the Republicans worried that a strong centralized government could lead to the same type of abuses that had led America to break away form Britain in the first place. Jefferson wanted every person (in this case, every white man) to play a role in his own governance.


  Adams had begun his career long ago as a lawyer defending the rights of people and had written extensively on natural laws and rights. Now, he initially endorsed Jefferson's ideas of government by the masses. However, Adams had reservations. Adams recalled the days of mob rule in Boston prior to the beginning of the war and was just as worried of that as he was of a strong monarch. The chaos of the French Revolution only strengthened his resolve that a strong central government was the way to go. In 1791, Adams published a series of essays entitled, "Discourses on Davila," which commented on civil disorder, mainly the French Revolution. (The title of the piece came from the Italian historian Enrico Caterino Davila.) What Adams wanted was a "an independent executive authority, an independent senate, and an independent judiciary power, as well as an independent house of representatives." The best case was a combination of democracy and monarchy, he felt. Thus, despite his deep friendship with Jefferson–stretching back to when they wrote the Declaration of Independence–Adams found himself a Federalist. That being said, he did not agree with all of the faction's ideas: just as he hated mob rule, he was wary of Hamilton's belief that government should be controlled by the aristocracy.


  The Presidency


  John Adams had not passed his eight years as vice president quietly. He had made enemies in the Senate because his long speeches and lectures to the Senate angered some and his desire for ceremony often upset the rhythms of the body. Additionally, his party affiliations were troubling, for while he declared himself a strong member of the Federalist Party, he sometimes aligned with the anti-federalists as well. During the second election, in 1792, Adams received seventy-seven votes for vice president, slightly more than his first time around. However, by the time 1796 rolled around, and with Washington set to step down from the presidency, the situation in Washington looked grimmer. The Anti-Federalists even started rumors that the Federalists were attempting to found a dynasty by marrying off Adams' daughter to Britain's King George III!


  The 1796 presidential race would be the first contested race for the presidency in the country's history. Despite warning's from the departing President Washington that political parties would destroy the country, the rival camps, the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists (Republicans), lined up behind their respective candidates: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. Additionally, Thomas Pinckney, a former diplomatic representative to Great Britain and a Federalist, and Aaron Burr, head of a political machine in New York City and a Republican, also entered the race. Jay's Treaty of 1794, which provided for the removal of British troops from lands claimed by America, became a key topic of discussion. While seen as largely unsuccessful then, many would later credit the treaty with preventing yet another war with Britain. Most importantly, perhaps, some viewed it as the beginning of a new Anglo-American alliance, and the French heartily disapproved.


  As the election neared, much of New England firmly supported Adams for president and Pinckney for vice president. Although the electors were each allowed to vote twice, some New Englanders decided to withhold a vote from Pinckney in case of a close race, despite the protestations of Alexander Hamilton, who feared that Jefferson would become vice president. Both concerns were warranted as it turned out. Had the New England electors solidly voted for Pinckney he would have won the presidency outright, as several southern states switched to support him at the last moment. The final vote was Adams, seventy-one, Jefferson sixty-eight, Pinckney fifty-eight, and Burr 30. For the only time ever in America's history, the president and vice president were from different parties.


  John Adams was inaugurated as president of the United States on March 4, 1797, at Federal Hall in Philadelphia (then the nation's capital). He would spend almost all of his presidency in the old city, while a new capital was built on a swamp in an area named Washington, D.C. Adams moved to the new capital, and the new presidential mansion, in the closing months of his term.


  Humbled by his slim electoral victory, Adams began his administration by working for harmony. He reached out to Jefferson, his defeated opponent (and now vice president) and worked to mend fences with his fellow Federalists. With no precedent on how to appoint a new Cabinet, Adams kept Washington's former Cabinet–which was largely Federalist, although perhaps more in favor of Alexander Hamilton than was prudent (Adams would not realize this fact until it was too late). To help ease partisan concerns, Adams appointed his Republican friends Benjamin Rush and Elbridge Gerry to posts in the government.


  One issue, however, superseded all others in Adams' administration: pending hostilities with France. The Directory, then the ruling party of France, had ordered attacks on U.S. shipping in response to Jay's Treaty. By June 1797, the French had seized over three hundred American ships. They had broken off diplomatic relations with the U.S., sending its envoy home. Many Americans were growing to see war with France as inevitable, and Adams found himself under increasing pressure to act. Washington had continually pushed neutrality in international affairs, stressing in his Farewell Address that the country should remain free of international entanglements and concentrate on forming a solid government at home. Adams, though, found this advice hard to follow. He began preparations to put the country on a defensive footing while his envoys began trying to work out a deal with France. In January 1798 he proposed the creation of a navy department and asked that Congress appropriate enough money to arm the military for war.


  It appeared that war with France was all-but inevitable.


  Quasi-War


  Adams stood almost alone in arguing that everything should be done to prevent the fledgling America from war with France, which was a powerful country despite its internal chaos. He found that some of the greatest pressure came from the head of his own party, Alexander Hamilton. On the other hand, Adams' vice president and head of the opposition, Thomas Jefferson, urged the country to ignore Jay's Treaty, side with France against England in the ongoing dispute between the European powers. Adams called a special session of Congress to deal with situation and in his message to the congressional body he urged for peace. He proposed that the Army and Navy should stay put while a new group of three peace negotiators left for France to try and wrangle a solution. What ensued brought about the defining crisis of Adams' administration.


  The French government refused to meet with the new peace ambassadors. However, they were approached by agents working for the French Foreign Minister, Charles Talleyrand, who offered a different sort of deal: The alleged slights to France could be corrected with a lump payment to Talleyrand and a generous loan to the suffering French government. The Americans balked at paying what amounted to a bribe to the government and refused the offer–they quickly sent a report to Adams back in Philadelphia. He declared on March 19 that he could not perceive "[any] ground of expectation that the objects of their mission can be accomplished on terms compatible with the safety, honors or the essential interests of the nation." Adams, appalled at the gall of the French but realizing the consequences if the report was published, tried to keep it under wraps while he asked for defensive measures. Jefferson and his fellow pro-French Republicans, not knowing the results of the peace mission, charged that Adams was quashing information sympathetic to the French in the hopes of starting a war. Under extreme pressure, Adams allowed the report to be published, but only after changing the names of the French agents to X, Y, and Z–hence the event came to be known as the XYZ Affair.


  Jefferson's effort to publish the report backfired quickly as Americans expressed outrage over the insulting XYZ Affair. Jefferson found himself now on the defensive, pleading for help, as America shouted for war with the French: He explained that there was no proof that the agents in question actually worked for, or at least came under orders from, Talleyrand. Hamilton, the head of the anti-French forces from the beginning, and incited by the admission of the XYZ Affair, convinced his fellow Federalists to renounce America's treaties with France. War was at hand. America launched a dozen naval ships by the end of 1798 and, despite his reluctance, Adams pushed ahead for military mobilization. Strangely, amid the patriotic fervor of the coming war, Adams achieved his greatest popularity, becoming the subject of laudatory editorials across the nation.


  As part of the war footing, Congress passed and Adams signed what came to be known as the Alien and Sedition Acts–perhaps the most ill-conceived and illogical laws (not to mention unconstitutional laws) ever enforced. The laws seriously arrested the expression of free speech, especially political dissent and discussion, within the United States. The Acts were composed of four laws, supposedly dealing with the protection of national security, the Alien Enemies Act, the Alien Friends Act, the Naturalization Act, and the Sedition Act. The Alien Enemies Act defined how the government could determine whether foreigners posed a threat in wartime–this Act was not used in 1812. The second, the Alien Friends Act, allowed the president to deport any foreigner–in peacetime and in war–whom he deemed a threat to the country. The third, the Naturalization Act, lengthened the time it took become a citizen of the US from five to fourteen years. The fourth and final act, also the most controversial and unconstitutional, the Sedition Act, forbade any individual to oppose "any measure or measures of the United States," or to speak, write or print anything about the president that caused him "contempt or disrepute." The Sedition Act expired in 1801, but not before four of the five major Republican newspapers had been charged with sedition and several foreign- born writers threatened with expulsion. Of the seventeen people charged under the Act, ten were convicted. The acts were meant to help solidify the Federalists hold on power in the 1798 and 1800 elections. Although Adams never vigorously enforced these laws, they quickly became synonymous with the Federalist Party and Adams in particular. Far from helping the Federalists, however, the Alien and Sedition Acts turned much of the country against them.


  Back on the international affairs front, Adams was quietly cooling the tempers that called for war with France–and, in doing so, caused a split with Hamilton. Adams was losing faith in his Cabinet and, without discussing the idea with anyone except his son, Adams announced a new peace mission to France on February 18, 1799. The mission would be led by William Vans Murray, who would have full diplomatic powers to sign a treaty. The cabinet tried to block the move, but Adams sent it on the mission on without further delay. Although the negotiations lasted for months, they proved fruitful. War was prevented. The friendship of Adams and Hamilton, however, was over. Then, in danger of losing control of his Hamilton-controlled cabinet, Adams forced his secretary of state and secretary of war out of office. Although he had successfully cleaned his administration, the split with Hamilton would contribute to Adams' loss in the upcoming election.


  Back to Braintree


  The election of 1800, in which John Adams sought to be reelected, would prove to be a nasty fight. The New England Federalists again aligned themselves with Adams and Charles Pinckney of South Carolina, much to the anger of the Hamiltonian Federalists. The Republicans, now called the Democratic- Republicans, again nominated Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. However, Alexander Hamilton campaigned for Pinckney for president and against Adams, drawing away much-needed support. In a decidedly ill-suited move, Hamilton published a pamphlet in the spring of 1800 attacking Adams' fitness to be president. The Federalist Party lay in tatters. In a quirk of the Electoral College, Jefferson and Burr mistakenly tied for the presidency–forcing the election into the House of Representatives, where Jefferson was chosen President.


  Adams was crushed. Hamilton had blocked him at every turn, campaigned against him for two elections, and tried to steal Adams' Cabinet out from under him as Hamilton went about his warmongering. In short, every problem of Adams' administration could be traced directly to Hamilton, Adams felt. In all of his years of public service, the only man he could ever have been said to feel true hatred towards was Hamilton. Hamilton would be killed several years later during a duel with Aaron Burr.


  In the closing months of John Adams' administration, he moved to the new capital, Washington, D.C., and into the presidential mansion, which would later be known as the White House. In the last moments of his administration, he appointed a cadre of Federalist judges to life-time spots in the judiciary–a move that became known as the "midnight judges." His judges included John Marshall, the future Supreme Court justice who would solidify the role of the powerful judiciary as only the best Federalists could have hoped. Embittered by his loss, Adams left office with a major breach of presidential etiquette: He left without attending Jefferson's inauguration and left behind only an abrupt note explaining a gift of "seven horses" to the President's House.


  As Adams left office, he received word that his son, Charles, had died in New York City. The combination of his son's death and losing his much-loved place in public service crushed Adams. Despite feeling that his administration had accomplished "nothing," Adams had actually helped lay the groundwork for a powerful federal government, avoided a war with France, and expanded the military.


  Adams returned to Braintree, where he expected to live out his final years in quiet solitude with his Abigail. He lived to be the oldest former president in history, almost ninety-one years old. From his family farm, he began an earnest letter-writing career, dispatching missives all over the country. Moreover, as time passed, his bitterness mellowed. Around 1812, Adams and Jefferson patched up their differences–by then they were among the last (and certainly the most famous) Founding Fathers–and began perhaps the greatest exchange of letters ever recorded in American History. Theologians, historians and philosophers alike treasure the Adams-Jefferson correspondence, carefully preserved by the two men. The two men grew quite close, discussing the course of the nation and their respective careers.


  Adams only returned to the public sphere once, to assist at the Massachusetts Constitutional Convention in 1820. The Massachusetts constitution was a document that he had mostly written many decades before.


  One of the proudest moments of the end of his life was living to see his son, John Quincy Adams, elected to the presidency in 1824–a move that Adams saw as a vindication of his own loss years before. He had by now buried four of six children and so took great pride in his son's achievements.


  During the winter of 1826, Adams fell seriously ill, although he was able to keep writing to Jefferson until April. Both were invited to celebrate the Declaration of Independence's 50th birthday on July 4, 1826 in Washington, but Adams, almost ninety-one, and Jefferson, eighty-three, were too weak to attend. Ironically, both men died on July 4, fifty years after they so carefully crafted the document that gave birth to their United States. Adams' final words were, "Thomas Jefferson still lives!" But, sadly, Jefferson had died only hours earlier. America had lain to rest two of its greatest leaders and thinkers.


  Study Guide


  
    Study Questions


    
      
        What prompted the British government to begin aggressive taxation of the colonies?
      


      Britain realized that supporting the colonies was getting expensive. British troops protected the colonies against attack, and the cost of the French and Indian War only mounted. The Crown decided that the colonies should begin to carry some of the burden of their defense.

    


    
      
        Why did the British not understand the colonists' vehement objections to the Stamp Act?
      


      The British government saw the Stamp Act as an exceedingly progressive form of taxation as it taxed colonies in proportion to their wealth. However, the government missed the larger issue–namely, that the colonies did not want Britain to be able to take anything with their consent.

    


    
      
        What did the colonists mean when they said "No taxation without representation"?
      


      Adams argued not that America should remain tax-free, but that the colonies should have a voice in the shaping of monetary policies that affected them. That way, they could at least be ensured that their arguments had been heard, even if the eventual outcome did not change.

    

  


  
    Essay Topics


    
      What does Adams' imply about the nature of the Revolutionary War? Was the Revolutionary War a revolt or rather an unwanted but necessary response? What did John Adams think about rebelling against the British? In your response, think about the actions that Adams exhibited both in defense of and against the British.
    


    
      Sam Adams asked in his master's degree studies, is it "lawful to resist the supreme magistrate, if the commonwealth cannot be otherwise preserved?" How do you think John Adams would have responded to this question?
    

  


  Review & Resources


  
    Test


    
      1. John Adams was born in what Massachusetts city?


      
        A. Braintree

        B. Charlestown

        C. Boston

        D. Cambridge

      

    


    
      2. After graduation from Harvard, where did Adams teach?


      
        A. Andover

        B. Worcester

        C. Choate

        D. Boston Latin

      

    


    
      3. Under whom did John Adams apprentice to study law?


      
        A. John Putnam

        B. James Otis

        C. Jeremiah Gridley

        D. Andrew Oliver

      

    


    
      4. Whose nickname was "Nabby"?


      
        A. John Adams

        B. Sarah Adams

        C. Abigail Adams

        D. Samuel Adams

      

    


    
      5. What religious movement passed through New England while Adams was in College?


      
        A. The Crusades

        B. The Protestant Reformation

        C. The Great Awakening

        D. The Second Great Awakening

      

    


    
      6. During his law apprenticeship, Adams made a deep study of what field?


      
        A. Natural Law

        B. Environmental Law

        C. Tort Law

        D. Constitutional Law

      

    


    
      7. MOST of the Parliamentary acts that led to the American Revolution occurred during the reign of which British monarch?


      
        A. King George

        B. King George II

        C. King George III

        D. King George IV

      

    


    
      8. To what post did the Crown governor hope to offer John Adams?


      
        A. Secretary

        B. Attorney General

        C. Head of the Night watch

        D. Stamp collector

      

    


    
      9. Adams signed his anti-British letters to the editor with what pseudonym?


      
        A. Clarendon

        B. Walter

        C. George

        D. Jonathan

      

    


    
      10. For whom were the Townshend Acts named?


      
        A. The Prime Minister

        B. The King

        C. The Governor

        D. The Chancellor of the Exchequer

      

    


    
      11. What year did Adams term "the most remarkable" of his life?


      
        A. 1760

        B. 1764

        C. 1776

        D. 1782

      

    


    
      12. Samuel Adams helped lead what patriotic group?


      
        A. Sons of Liberty

        B. Massachusetts General Court

        C. The Minutemen

        D. The Liberty Tree

      

    


    
      13. For which family is Harvard's Adams House named?


      
        A. The Adams

        B. The Kennedys

        C. The Washingtons

        D. The Winthrops

      

    


    
      14. Whom did John Adams defend in the Boston Massacre trials?


      
        A. Thomas Preston

        B. Crispus Atticks

        C. Samuel Adams

        D. Thomas Bernard

      

    


    
      15. What year was John Adams elected to the First Continental Congress?


      
        A. 1773

        B. 1774

        C. 1775

        D. 1776

      

    


    
      16. Where did the First Continental Congress convene?


      
        A. Boston

        B. New York

        C. Philadelphia

        D. Washington, D.C.

      

    


    
      17. At the Congress, Adams first worked to draft what:


      
        A. Declaration of Independence

        B. Articles of Confederation

        C. Declaration of Rights and Grievances^

        D. The Constitution

      

    


    
      18. What took effect December one, 1774?


      
        A. Non-importation agreements

        B. The Stamp Act

        C. The Declaration of Independence

        D. Articles of Confederation

      

    


    
      19. Adams wrote what document about the British governmental system?


      
        A. Novanglus

        B. Davlius

        C. A Dissertation on the Feudal System

        D. Declaration of Rights

      

    


    
      20. Whom did Adams recommend to head the Continental Army?


      
        A. George Washington

        B. John Hancock

        C. James Madison

        D. Thomas Jefferson

      

    


    
      21. Who was Adams' fellow minister to France during the war?


      
        A. Thomas Jefferson

        B. Benjamin Franklin

        C. John Jay

        D. James Otis

      

    


    
      22. Which military branch did Adams play a critical role in founding?


      
        A. The Marines

        B. The Navy

        C. The Coast Guard

        D. The Air Force

      

    


    
      23. With what country did Adams help garner a treaty and loan?


      
        A. Belgium

        B. The Netherlands

        C. England

        D. France

      

    


    
      24. Which member of his family accompanied Adams to Paris in 1778?


      
        A. John Quincy

        B. Abigail

        C. Charles

        D. Samuel

      

    


    
      25. When Adams returned to America in 1779, what document did he help to write?


      
        A. The Article of Confederation

        B. The Massachusetts Constitution

        C. The Constitution

        D. The Bill of Rights

      

    


    
      26. What was the final major battle of the Revolution?


      
        A. Ticonderoga

        B. Bunker Hill

        C. Saratoga

        D. Yorktown

      

    


    
      27. Adams' served as the first minister to what European power?


      
        A. France

        B. Spain

        C. Britain

        D. Denmark

      

    


    
      28. Who served as the first official minister to France?


      
        A. Adams

        B. Jefferson

        C. Franklin

        D. Otis

      

    


    
      29. What team negotiated the Treaty of Paris for the Americans?


      
        A. John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay

        B. John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson

        C. John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, John Jay

        D. Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay

      

    


    
      30. What do the Adams, Roosevelts and Bushes have in common?


      
        A. Each family went to Harvard

        B. Each lived in New England

        C. Each family had two U.S. presidents

        D. Each family had Medal of Honor winners

      

    


    
      31. What was the name of Adams' family farm?


      
        A. Stonybrook

        B. Stonefield

        C. Peacefield

        D. Quincy

      

    


    
      32. How many tie votes in the Senate did Adams break?


      
        A. Ten

        B. Fifteen

        C. Twenty

        D. Twenty-two

      

    


    
      33. Adams' essay "Discourses on Davila" commented on what?


      
        A. Civil liberties

        B. Constitutional monarchies

        C. Civil Disorder

        D. The English government

      

    


    
      34. During the 1796 election, some Federalists withheld votes from what candidate?


      
        A. Thomas Pinckney

        B. John Adams

        C. Thomas Jefferson

        D. Aaron Burr

      

    


    
      35. Adams won the presidency by how many electoral votes?


      
        A. 3

        B. 6

        C. 9

        D. 12

      

    


    
      36. Where was Adams inaugurated?


      
        A. Philadelphia

        B. New York

        C. Boston

        D. Washington, D.C.

      

    


    
      37. What was the Adams administration's showdown with the French?


      
        A. The Barbary Pirates Affair

        B. The XYZ Affair

        C. The Dred Scott Affair

        D. The Directory Affair

      

    


    
      38. What happened in the 1796 election that was so unique?


      
        A. It was the only time that a president and vice president were from different parties

        B. It was the only time that a president lost the electoral vote but won the popular vote

        C. It was the only time that a president won the electoral vote and lost the popular vote

        D. It was the only time that a president and vice president tied

      

    


    
      39. The Sedition Act prohibited all of these EXCEPT what?


      
        A. Foreign journalists

        B. Slandering the president

        C. Questioning acts of Congress

        D. Criticizing the government

      

    


    
      40. Which of the following played the largest role in destroying the Federalist Party?


      
        A. The XYZ Affair

        B. The Alien and Sedition Acts

        C. The passing of the Bill of Rights

        D. Thomas Jefferson's criticisms

      

    


    
      41. Whom did Adams appoint as a special envoy to Paris as a last-ditch effort to stop war?


      
        A. William Vans Murray

        B. Benjamin Rush

        C. Alexander Hamilton

        D. Elbridge Jerry

      

    


    
      42. John Quincy Adams served as minister to what European country?


      
        A. France

        B. Prussia

        C. Spain

        D. The Netherlands

      

    


    
      43. Adams moved where during the last months of his administration?


      
        A. New York City

        B. Boston

        C. Washington, D.C.

        D. Philadelphia

      

    


    
      44. In the election of 1800, what was the Anti-Federalist party called?


      
        A. The Anti-Federalists

        B. The Republicans

        C. The Democratic-Republicans

        D. The Democrats

      

    


    
      45. How many horses did Adams leave for Jefferson at the President's House?


      
        A. 2

        B. 3

        C. 5

        D. 7

      

    


    
      46. Alexander Hamilton supported whom in the election of 1800?


      
        A. Thomas Pinckney

        B. Thomas Jefferson

        C. John Adams

        D. Aaron Burr

      

    


    
      47. Which of Adams' sons died in the closing months of his administration?


      
        A. John Quincy

        B. Charles

        C. Robert

        D. Elijah

      

    


    
      48. Adams' lived to see John Quincy elected to the presidency in what year?


      
        A. 1812

        B. 1816

        C. 1820

        D. 1824

      

    


    
      49. What two U.S. presidents died on July 4, 1826?


      
        A. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson

        B. John Adams and James Madison

        C. John Adams and Alexander Hamilton

        D. Thomas Jefferson and James Madison

      

    


    
      Answer Key:


      1: A; 2: B; 3: A; 4: C; 5: C; 6: A; 7: C; 8: B; 9: A; 10: D; 11: B; 12: A; 13: A; 14: A; 15: B; 16: C; 17: C; 18: A; 19: A; 20: A; 21: B; 22: B; 23: B; 24: A; 25: B; 26: D; 27: C; 28: B; 29: A; 30: C; 31: C; 32: C; 33: C; 34: A; 35: A; 36: A; 37: B; 38: A; 39: A; 40: B; 41: A; 42: B; 43: C; 44: C; 45: D; 46: A; 47: B; 48: D; 49: A
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