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  Context


  Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1850. He was the son of Thomas Stevenson, a well-known engineer who had built many important lighthouses. As a child, and throughout his life, Stevenson was often in poor health, but he was constantly reading. He enrolled at Edinburgh University at the age of seventeen with the intention to study engineering, but ended up studying law instead. He became a qualified lawyer but did not pursue the profession, choosing instead to become a full-time writer.


  Stevenson published many short stories and books over the early part of his life, but his first taste of real success came in 1883 with the publication of Treasure Island, a pirate-themed adventure novel originally published serially in Young Folks magazine. The magazine also published Kidnapped in 1886, the year which saw the publication of Stevenson's most famous novel, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Stevenson wrote several more novels before his death in 1894, and became friends with such literary figures as the American novelist Henry James.


  Like Treasure Island,Kidnapped is an adventure story, and though it was published in a magazine for adolescents, it was read widely by adults. The story, also like Treasure Island, centers around a young man who becomes caught up with criminals and rogues. But where Treasure Island was primarily a book concerned with Britain and its struggles with piracy, Kidnapped is very much a tale of Scotland, and one of its themes is the struggle between the Catholic clans of Highland Scotland and the efforts of their Protestant British rulers to suppress them and their religion.


  In fact, the theme of Highlander vs. Lowlander, or Jacobites vs. Whigs, is the main conflict that plays out in the course of Stevenson's novel. On the Whig side is the hero of the novel, David Balfour, the young lad who discovers he is heir to a great fortune, and on the Jacobite side is Alan Breck Stewart, the dashing Highland rogue who befriends David. The discussions between these two men, and their encounters as they roam the Scottish highlands, make Kidnapped one of Stevenson's most politically-charged novels. It also makes it a paean to his homeland of Scotland and its people.


  Stevenson wrote during the late Victorian period, but his works share more in common with his fellow Scotsman Sir Walter Scott, who wrote in the early 1800s, than they do with British novelists of his own time, such as Charles Dickens or George Eliot. Scott's novel Rob Roy features several names and characters that also appear in Kidnapped.


  Kidnapped takes place in the year 1751. The novel takes advantage of history that almost any reader of Stevenson's time would have been very familiar with: the Jacobite conflicts of the late 1600s and early 1700s. In the Glorious Revolution of 1688, the Catholic King James I was dethroned as the King of England and Scotland. For nearly a century after that time James' supporters, known as Jacobites and primarily consisting of Scottish, Catholic clans, repeatedly attempted to return James or his heirs to the throne. In the novel, Alan Breck Stewart, a real historical person, is a Jacobite devoted to Scotland and what he believes are the true heirs to the throne of England. A number of battles occurred between 1688 and 1746. In that final year, James' grandson Charles Stuart ("Bonnie Prince Charlie") was soundly defeated at the battle of Culloden Moor, and fled to France. After that, while Jacobite sympathies and bitterness over the conflict lingered for decades, the Jacobites' threat to England was fairly extinguished. It is important to note that not all of the Scottish clans were Jacobite sympathizers. The Campbell clan, whom Alan hates, sided with England, and therefore enjoyed the greatest prosperity.


  This is the history that lies behind the bewildering number of names in the second half of Kidnapped: historical persons, places, and clans are mentioned as if any reader would be acquainted with them, and many would have been in Stevenson's time. But Stevenson's gift for describing characters, places, and situations insures that modern readers are able to follow along despite the barriers of time and place.


  Plot Overview


  Kidnapped tells the story of David Balfour, a young man of the Lowlands, the southern part of Scotland. David's father, Alexander Balfour, has recently died, and his mother died some time before, so he is now an orphan. Since he is now seventeen years old, he has decided it is time to go and seek his fortune. Before he leaves for the city of Edinburgh, he meets with his guardian, Mr. Campbell. Campbell reveals that David has an uncle, Ebenezer Balfour, of the House of Shaws—meaning that David is, to his surprise, from a wealthy family. David decides to go to Cramond, where his uncle lives, and meet his wealthy relatives.


  David walks two days to Edinburgh, and soon finds his way to Cramond. As he begins to ask about the House of Shaws, he finds it is an unpopular place. His Uncle Ebenezer seems particularly ill regarded by the community, and is in fact the only occupant of the house. Nevertheless, David continues on to the House of Shaws. Ebenezer gives him a cold welcome, and seems very interested in the death of David's father. Ebenezer treats David badly, almost as if David were a thief, but he wins some of David's respect by giving the lad nearly forty pounds. But when Ebenezer nearly sends David to his death in the tower adjacent to the house, David demands to know why his uncle hates him and, if he does, why he wants him to stay at the House of Shaws.


  A cabin boy, Ransome, arrives at the House of Shaws. He has been sent by Captain Hoseason of the Covenant, a ship that deals with some of Ebenezer's financial ventures. Hoseason has requested to see Ebenezer, so the old man decides to go to the port of Queensferry with Ransome and David. David is interested in seeing the ships at the port, so he willingly goes along. At first, Hoseason seems very pleasant. He even warns David that Ebenezer means mischief toward him. Hoseason then asks to speak to David on the boat, and David agrees, being interested in seeing more of the boat. Once he is on, however, the boat swiftly departs, and as he screams at the dock for help, the sailors knock David unconscious.


  He awakes in the dark storage deck of the Covenant. As he drifts in and out of sleep, he quickly becomes ill, and soon he is lingering near death. The ship's mate, Riach, demands that the boy be allowed to sleep in the healthier forecastle of the ship with the other sailors. Hoseason reluctantly agrees, and as David recovers he becomes friends with Riach and a few of the other sailors. Then, Ransome is accidentally killed by Mr. Shuan, and David becomes the new cabin boy.


  After a few days at this new job, the Covenant strikes and sinks another boat. One man survives, a strange Highland man dressed in the clothing of a French soldier. The stranger tells the captain that he is carrying the rent money for his disenfranchised chieftain. The two men make an agreement that Hoseason will drop the stranger off in Linnhe Loch, but no sooner is the captain gone from the Round-House—the officers' lounge where the visiting stranger is kept—when David overhears the officers plotting to murder the stranger and take his belt. David tells this to the stranger, and agrees to fight by his side. The stranger says his name is Alan Breck Stewart. Alan and David successfully defend the Round-House from the sailors, Alan killing several men and even David taking two himself. Alan, impressed with David's courage, gives David a silver button from his coat. The captain and Alan negotiate, and the captain agrees to drop Alan and David off near Linnhe Loch.


  On the way, however, the ship strikes the Torran Rocks and goes down. David escapes and finds himself on an island. The island is separated from a larger main island only by a river, but he can find no way to cross the river. After a few days, a fisherman comes in a boat and reveals to him that the river gets very low at high tide, and David crosses easily.


  David then stays at a house, and discovers that Alan himself passed through, having survived the wreck. Alan left instructions that David should follow him to Torosay, and from there go to Alan's homeland of Appin. David heads this way, meeting several disreputable people along the way, including a notorious blind robber; but the young man manages to avoid any great dangers. He meets a pleasant old religious instructor, Henderland, who helps David secure a boat to take him to Appin.


  As soon as David arrives in Appin, he comes across a group of four men on horseback. One of the men is Colin Campbell, the King's Regent for that area, whose clan, the Campbells, are hated by Alan and his Stewart clan. As David speaks with Campbell, he is suddenly shot and killed by an unknown assailant. One of the people in Campbell's party accuses David of distracting Campbell so that he could be shot, and just as soldiers are about to apprehend David he is pulled away by Alan, who has been fishing nearby.


  Alan and David, now major suspects in the murder, flee to the woods. Alan swears he had nothing to do with the murder, but he must now draw attention away from the real killer. David believes Alan, and they escape to the home of James Stewart, or James of the Glens. James gives them a change of clothes and some little money, but he tells them that he will have to blame them for the murder and put our warrants for their arrest once they are safely gone, so that he will not be blamed for the murder. If James is killed, it will mean great difficulties for the Stewart clan. David and Alan agree to be the scapegoats, and Alan and David are soon fleeing through the wilderness once more.


  They hide for a whole day on top of a large rock while English soldiers roam around below, searching for them. They escape and go to a mountain where they rest for several days and send word to James, hoping to get a little more money so that Alan can escape to France. The messenger returns with a note from James' wife; James has been arrested for the murder. She also sends a little more money for David and Alan.


  The two continue on their flight, soon reaching the broad, flat region known as the moors. They take some time out to rest, but David oversleeps on his watch, and a troop of English soldiers nearly takes them by surprise. They must run through the wide, flat land on their hands and knees, hiding in small brush and behind rocks. They manage to escape and are ambushed by Highland men who, fortunately, turn out to be men of Cluny Macpherson, another disenfranchised Highland leader. Cluny takes them in his hideout in the mountain of Ben Alder, and while David sleeps for nearly three days, Alan and Cluny play cards. Alan gambles away all their money, including David's. Cluny agrees to give them their money back, plus more, but Cluny is mortified that they thought he would keep the money, David is angry that Alan gambled it away and he has to swallow his pride and ask for it back, and Alan feels guilty for having gambled it all away.


  Alan and David continue on their journey toward the Lowlands, but David is now angry and bitter toward Alan. Alan feels remorseful for some time, but when David refuses to warm up at all, Alan thinks that he has personally suffered enough, and soon becomes his usual happy self, taunting David for being a Whig. Alan is a Jacobite, someone who believed the Stuarts, a Highland clan, should be on the throne, whereas Whigs were supporters of the current English monarchy, following the line of William and Mary. David's patience wears thin, and he viciously attacks Alan's honor. Realizing he cannot be forgiven for what he said, David pretends that he is about to die of exhaustion, and Alan becomes very worried and takes David to a house.


  Over the course of a month, David recovers. There is some brief trouble when Alan meets Robin Oig, one of the sons of the well-known Highlander Rob Roy Macgregor, who was also a Campbell. But instead of using guns, they duel by playing the bagpipes, and the two men quickly respect one another and a crisis is averted.


  David and Alan finally move on and, after some difficulties, reach Queensferry once more. They cross over and David meets with his family's lawyer, Mr. Rankeillor. Rankeillor believes his story, but David's uncle Ebenezer must be dealt with somehow. It turns out that Ebenezer and David's father had had a dispute over a woman, David's mother. They had finally come to an agreement—David's father married his mother, and Ebenezer took the estate and the Balfour fortune, although he was not the elder brother. Rankeillor says the agreement is not legally binding, and that David is the true heir of the estate. But David does not want the House of Shaws, just a pension from its yearly earnings.


  To rectify the situation, David plays a trick on Ebenezer. Rankeillor, David, and Alan go to the House of Shaws. Alan walks up to the door alone, and pretends that he is from a bunch of Highlanders who found David alive shortly after the shipwreck on the Torran Rocks. He asks for money to return to the boy, but Ebenezer refuses to pay anything. Alan then says that they'll kill him unless Ebenezer pays to have him kept alive. Ebenezer does not want the boy dead, and as he haggles over how much he will pay he admits that the plan had been for Hoseason to sell the boy into slavery in the Carolinas. At that point, David and Rankeillor reveal themselves, having caught Ebenezer in the confession. Ebenezer and Rankeillor then work out an agreement that David would get two-thirds of the yearly income of the House of Shaws.


  David receives a note from Rankeillor that will allow him to collect his money. David then speaks to Alan, and arranges to send him money so that Alan can get passage to France. The two men part, and David wanders into town to claim his fortune.


  Character List


  
    David Balfour - A young man of seventeen years of age. David was born and raised in the Lowlands of Scotland, David's father has just died at the beginning of the story, leaving him an orphan.

  


  
    Alan Breck Stewart - A flamboyant but skilled warrior from the Scottish Highlands. Alan is a Jacobite rebel, and he is fiercely loyal to his clan and countrymen. He is an excellent swordsman and marksman, but he is also a braggart.

  


  
    Ebenezer Balfour - The scheming, miserly uncle of David Balfour. Ebenezer plots to have David killed or taken away so that he can have complete control of the Balfour fortunes.

  


  
    Captain Hoseason - The captain of the ship Covenant. Hoseason abducts David onto his ship on the orders of David's uncle Ebenezer, and later tries to kill David and Alan Breck Stewart. He is shipwrecked after the Covenant founders on the Torran Rocks.

  


  
    Mr. Campbell - The kindly Protestant preacher who takes care of David after the death of his father.

  


  
    Mr. Rankeillor - David Balfour's lawyer. Mr. Rankeillor helps David against his scheming uncle Ebenezer near the end of the novel.

  


  
    Colin Campbell of Glenure - The King's Factor, or agent, in the Highlands. Unlike most of the Highland clans, the Campbells are not Jacobites, and are loyal to England. Colin Campbell is plotting to evict all the Jacobite Stewarts from their homes when he is murdered.

  


  
    James of the Glens - The leader of the Stewart clan (the clan of Alan Breck). Like most Highland chieftains, James has been stripped of his powers by the English government. When Colin Campbell is murdered, James is quickly accused of having been involved.

  


  
    Cluny Macpherson - Like James of the Glens, Cluny is a former chieftain stripped of his powers by the English government. Marked for death by the English after leading Jacobite troops against the English army, Cluny now hides in a treehouse near the mountain of Ben Alder.

  


  
    Henderland - An old catechist (religious instructor) who befriends David as he walks through the Highlands.

  


  
    Alexander Balfour - David's father. Once, Alexander and his brother Ebenezer had a fight over a woman (David's future mother). Alexander was the elder brother, but he made a deal: he married David's mother, and Ebenezer kept the House of Shaws, their estate. Alexander has died by the beginning of Kidnapped.

  


  
    Robin Oig - A son of the famous Scottish nationalist Rob Roy Macgregor. Robin is also a foe of Alan Breck, since Rob Roy was a Campbell.

  


  
    Riach - The second officer of the Covenant. He is kinder to David than the other soldiers, and helps Alan escape after the ship wrecks on the Torran Rocks.

  


  
    Ransome - The cabin boy of the Covenant. Ransome is younger than David Balfour, but has led a tough life at sea. He considers himself a tough sailor, but Mr. Shuan often beats him.

  


  
    Mr. Shuan - The first officer of the Covenant. Shuan is monstrous when drinking, and actually kills the cabin boy, Ransome, in a drunken rage. He is later himself killed by Alan Breck Stewart in the battle of the Round-House.

  


  Analysis of Major Characters


  
    David Balfour


    David's primary function in Kidnapped is to serve as a way for young boys—Stevenson's intended audience—to see someone like themselves going through great adventures. David is young and inexperienced, and so everything he describes everything he sees with unfamiliar eyes, just as his readers would.


    The basic plot of Kidnapped follows David's growth from a naïve young boy to a heroic, experienced man. Through his association with Alan Breck, David learns much about the "real world," living in difficult conditions, and justice. By the end of the novel, he is able to outwit his own scheming uncle, and claims his inheritance. His adventure is a kind of rite-of-passage. When it is over, he has become a much wiser and mature person.


    David, the Protestant Whig, is also an excellent character to interact with the Highland Jacobite, Alan Breck. By making David a Lowland boy, Stevenson is able to examine the clans of Scotland from a more curious and unfamiliar eye. Many of Stevenson's readers may have had a negative opinion of the Highlanders. David does too, at first, but by the end of the book he has come to understand and respect them. Since Kidnapped is, in many ways, a paean to the Scottish Highland way of life that was quickly vanishing, if not gone, by Stevenson's time.

  


  
    Alan Breck Stewart


    Alan Breck Stewart is the archetypal "dashing rogue." He is an excellent swordsman, marksman, and guide; he can find his way through the Scottish highlands while avoiding enemy soldiers hunting for him. However, like many such rogues, he is also a braggart, commenting on his skills to anyone who will listen. He is quick to take offense, but also quick to forgive.


    He is also fiercely loyal to his clan, the Stewarts, and his country—the Highlands of Scotland. He defines himself by his clan and his Catholic faith. He is a Jacobite, and believes that the Scottish Stuarts should are the true kings of England.


    Unlike David, Alan does not change significantly in the course of Kidnapped. His primary role is to serve as a kind of guide to David, both through the wilds of Scotland and through the trials of becoming a man. He teaches David how to survive in the wilderness, how to survive a battle, and he also shows David some of the ins and outs of politics, particularly clan politics. David, for his part, gains Alan's respect, though David is a Whig and a Protestant.


    Alan Breck is the most interesting character in Kidnapped, and the one who most contributes to its adventurous nature. From his first appearance, where he causes the battle of the Round-House, to the last escape across the river in Queensferry, Alan remains an entertaining and essential aspect of the book.

  


  
    Ebenezer Balfour


    Ebenezer is the closest thing to a "villain" in Kidnapped, although he is visible on for a few chapters. Though younger than David's father, he looks much older. Though rich, he is so miserly that he allows the House of Shaws to deteriorate into squalor. He is so greedy, he schemes to have his nephew kidnapped or killed so that his fortune, and his peace of mind, can be maintained. After the agreement with David's father Alexander, where Alexander married David's mother and Ebenezer kept the House of Shaws, Alexander left the House. His sudden disappearance led to rumors that Ebenezer had killed him, and made the once-popular Ebenezer an outcast in the community. The longer he lives alone, the more wretched Ebenezer becomes, and presumably the more hatred he harbors for his absent brother. He probably also grew to hate himself somewhat, for causing his brother's banishment. All of this creates the tortured soul that is Ebenezer Balfour.


    It is difficult not to feel some sympathy for Ebenezer. He is such an old, beaten man—and he is so soundly defeated at the end of the novel—that there is a note of tragedy in the character. Unfortunately, he never does anything to redeem himself, and his suffering must go on for the foreseeable future.

  


  Themes, Motifs, and Symbols


  Themes


  Loyalty and friendship


  The central theme of Kidnapped is the friendship between Alan and David. It is an unlikely pairing: the young, naïve, properly Protestant Whig, David Balfour, and the older, rebellious, adventurous, Catholic Jacobite, Alan Breck Stewart. Stevenson may have wanted to show that the Whigs and the Jacobites could meet eye-to-eye sometimes, and even become friends, despite their bloody history.


  Whatever his intention in the match-up, the friendship soon becomes the most significant aspect of Kidnapped. There are several scenes that reveal its centrality. For instance, at one point David and Alan see the warrant for their arrest. David's description is vague and his name is not included, so now that he has changed his clothes, David realizes he can walk freely and not look suspicious—so long as he is not with Alan, who is named and much easier to recognize. David knows it would be safer for both of them to split up, but he never even points this out to Alan. Despite the fact that Alan actually owes him, since David aved his life on the Covenant, David feels a great sense of loyalty to Alan, so he cannot bear to part with him. Even when he becomes angry with Alan for losing their money to Cluny Macpherson, David resists the temptation to leave Alan. Alan, for his part, continues to lead David through the wilderness, even when it is apparent that David is often a hindrance to him.


  The climax of the novel occurs in Chapter 24, "The Quarrel," where the friendship reaches it highest point of crisis. David, tired, sick, nursing his anger against Alan for losing their money, and become more and more annoyed with Alan's anti-Whig taunts, finally explodes with a number of vicious verbal attacks on Alan. His words are sharp, and cut Alan just where he knows it will hurt most, on his skill as a fighter. David points out that Alan has been "beaten on both sides" and comments on his loyalty to his clan. In his rage and delirium, David sees no choice but to challenge Alan to a duel, but Alan cannot do it, knowing it is murder. David swiftly realizes what he has done and, knowing no apologies can make up for it, he exaggerates his sickness, claiming that he lies near death, and asking Alan to forgive him. Alan does, saying he is actually impressed now that he knows David can "quarrel," and he takes David to a safe house to become healthy. From there, the two return to Cramond, where Alan helps David recover his inheritance. The book ends with their separation, again revealing the true heart of the novel lies in their friendship.


  Diversity of ethics


  One of greatest difficulties David has with his travels in the Highlands is understanding its people. David has known a very set ethical code all his life, that of a Protestant Whig. He is used to the concept of solving differences through the use of lawyers and relatively fair trials, and his sense of right and wrong is informed by religious teachers such as Mr. Campbell. In the Highlands, he is exposed to a very different set of ethics.


  The Highlanders, particularly Alan, have values that, while similar to David's, often have important differences. Both have a strong sense of justice, but David believes it is settled by finding the most obvious guilty party and punishing him, such as when he suggests that James Stewart put out a warrant for the real killer of Colin Campbell. Alan and James, however, believe that to persecute the real killer would be unjust. To them, vengeance is a code of ethics that is acceptable. Campbell's death is justified by his terrible actions toward the Highlanders in life. Therefore, they will do what they can to protect his killer. David might be willing to agree that Campbell should be punished for his terrible behavior, but he would also agree that the killer should suffer the consequences of his actions.


  The growing appreciation that David and Alan begin to have for each other's views is one of the most significant aspects of the novel. Stevenson attempts to portray the Highlanders and their people sympathetically, and to give the reader a glimpse into their behavior, their lives, and the nobility of their own code of ethics, which, though "tail-first" in David's words, are nonetheless very important to them.


  Motifs


  Jacobites vs. Whigs


  The terms Jacobite and Whig come up often in Kidnapped, but to the modern reader, these words have lost most, if not all of their meaning. Since Kidnapped focuses on a historical event, the murder of Colin Campbell of Glenure, it makes sense that it contains much historical and political information.


  The people known as "Whigs" were those who were loyal to the current English government, particularly its king. Whigs were Protestants, as all English subjects were supposed to be. Almost all of England, and most of Lowland Scotland, were Whigs at the time that the novel takes place (1751).


  The Jacobites were a party formed after the Glorious Revolution of the late 1680s. When William and Mary retook the throne from James II, the Scottish king of the Stuart line, the supporters of James—mostly Scots—became known as Jacobites. For nearly a century after the Glorious Revolution, the Jacobites attempted to put James and his heirs back on the English throne, primarily through a series of rebellions and battles. James had tried to restore Catholicism to England, but the Glorious Revolution had soused his intentions. The Jacobites, however, remained primarily Catholic, which put them out of favor with most in the English government.


  By 1750, the Jacobites had lost a number of important battles, and would never really be a threat to the English government again. Most of the Jacobites were now lived in the Highlands of Scotland, while the Lowlanders were assimilated into the Whig party by their closer proximity and greater trade with England. In order to quell the rebellious Jacobites, the English government began to try and break up the clans that were to be found all over the Highlands. The Campbell clan, which was loyal to the Whigs, became instrumental in this task, and many other clans, such as the Stewarts, Alan's clan, saw the Campbells as having betrayed them. The Campbells soon controlled all the courts and other offices in the Highlands, and Colin Campbell was particularly ruthless in his behavior toward the other clans. This led to his murder, the central event in Kidnapped.


  Stevenson, who has an affinity for the Highlands, may have written Kidnapped with the intention of helping repair the negative image that the English had created of the Highlanders, and give them their due respect. This can be seen in the oddly noble manners of Alan and James of the Glens, both of whom David comes to respect.


  Inheritance


  The idea of inheritance, and particularly, primogeniture, the idea that the eldest son always inherits an estate, plays a significant role in Kidnapped. The most basic plot of the novel involves David returning to the House of Shaws to claim his inheritance after his uncle tries to scheme him out of it.


  Inheritance plays an important part elsewhere, though it is not necessarily obvious. The primary goal of the Jacobites, including Alan and James Stewart, is to restore the Scottish Stuart line to the throne of the King of England. They believed that James II and his heirs were the true rulers of England, and so they worked for decades, in a series of rebellions, to try and restore James and his descendants to the throne.


  In the course of Kidnapped, both Alan and David work to further these goals of inheritance. Alan's goal is practically lost by this point, but he does not necessarily believe that; and by saving Alan, and then helping him with his clan troubles, David aids the Jacobites in their attempts to claim an inheritance. More directly, Alan helps David come into his inheritance by tricking David's uncle Ebenezer.


  Symbols


  Alan's silver button


  For most of Kidnapped, Alan serves as David's guide. But for a short period after the shipwreck, the two are separated. Fortunately, David has held on to the silver button that Alan gave him. This Alan is symbolic of Alan both in the plot itself, by showing the button to people, David is able to find out what Alan's instructions were, and in a broader sense, it is symbolic of the guidance that Alan gives David throughout the novel.


  Alan's illness after the visit with Cluny Macpherson


  At the house of Cluny Macpherson, Alan gambles away all of his money, as well as David's money. This means that David has to ask for the money back, which is embarrassing both to himself and Cluny. Cluny is mortified that they thought he would keep the money, David is angry that Alan gambled it away and he has to swallow his pride and ask for it back, and Alan feels guilty for having gambled it all away.


  As they leave Cluny's home, David is so angry with Alan that he refuses to speak to him. Over the next few days, David nurses his anger, while Alan remains apologetic. Finally, Alan decides he has suffered enough, and starts taunting David as usual. David then explodes at Alan, saying such vicious things that he realizes he must fake his near-death in order to bring Alan to his side once more. This faking is not too difficult, since David's health has slowly deteriorated since they left Cluny's house. This growing sickness may be seen as paralleling David's growing anger; he is not only angry with Alan, but he becomes angry at himself. The double-anger manifests itself outwardly in his illness.


  


  Prefatory Note and Dedication


  Summary


  Prefatory Note


  In the prefatory note, Stevenson's wife describes the process that led to Stevenson's writing Kidnapped. While researching for a play his wife planned to write, Stevenson had come upon a description of the trial of James Stewart for the murder of Colin Campbell of Glenure. According to his wife, Stevenson had always been interested in the period, and decided to write a story that would hinge upon the Campbell murder. It would feature as its protagonist a boy named "David Balfour" that was supposedly an ancestor of Stevenson himself, who would travel through Scotland "as though it were a foreign country." Stevenson's wife notes that he followed the article's description of Alan Breck Stewart very closely, and that, when they visited the site of the murder more than a hundred years after it occurred, bitter feelings were still felt between the Stewart and Campbell clans.


  Dedication


  The book is dedicated to Charles Baxter, a friend of Stevenson's. In the dedication, Stevenson admits that there are a few inaccuracies in his novel, such as the year that the murder of Colin Campbell took place, the nearness of the Torran Rocks to the island of Earraid, and the absence of a "David Balfour" from any record of the Campbell trial. Stevenson apologizes but admits that he isn't particularly interested in accuracy, but writes the story for the pleasure of schoolboys.


  Analysis


  The Prefatory Note serves as the only real historical information the reader gets outside of the story. It establishes the fact that the murder of Colin Campbell was a historical event, as was the existence of a man named Alan Breck Stewart. It also informs us that David Balfour is a fictional character intended to be a descendant of Stevenson, and that part of Stevenson's plan for the story is to have David travel through Scotland "as if it were a foreign country."


  This idea of portraying Scotland as a foreign country is an important one. Kidnapped is an adventure book that focuses very much on travel. Treasure Island takes place primarily in two places: a ship and the island of the book's title. Kidnapped, on the other hand, moves from the Lowlands of Scotland, to a ship, to the west of Scotland and then all the way across the Highlands—through forests, plains, and moors—before finally returning to the Lowlands. During the course of the novel, David meets many characters of different backgrounds and social status. To many readers—even in Stevenson's time—the Scotland of Kidnapped must have seemed like a wild, unfamiliar land, full of rogues such as Alan and the dangerous soldiers who are hunting them down.


  In the dedication, Stevenson claims that his primary motive for writing the story is for the pleasure of schoolboys, giving them a break from their studies. He makes fun of the few inaccuracies of his text, but in fact Kidnapped was fairly well researched and includes a great amount of realistic description. Also, while the book may have originally been published in Young Folks magazine, it is written in a style that can entertain both adults and children, and the Jacobite-Whig struggles between David and Alan cannot have failed to interest historically- or politically-minded adults.


  Chapters 1–3


  Summary


  Chapter 1: I Set Off Upon My Journey to the House of Shaws


  The first chapter introduces David Balfour, the hero of the novel. David is a young boy of seventeen who has grown up in the town of Essendean, in the Lowlands of Scotland. David's father has recently died, leaving David an orphan, since his mother died some time ago. David is now preparing to leave Essendean to seek his fortunes elsewhere in the world. He meets Mr. Campbell, the minister of Essendean, and a good friend to David and his late father. Mr. Campbell reveals the father's dying wishes to David. He wants David to take a letter to the House of Shaws in Cramond, near Edinburgh, which is where the father comes from. This means that David is, in fact, from a wealthy family, though he has grown up in poverty. David is to take the letter to Ebenezer Balfour, his uncle. Campbell then gives David four things: first, the little money left over from his father's estate; a Bible; a shilling; and a recipe for a healing ointment.


  Chapter 2: I Come to My Journey's End


  David walks two days toward Edinburgh. It is his first time in the city, and he is taken aback by the sight. He is especially interested in the ships he sees in the harbor. But he continues westward past Edinburgh, toward Cramond, where the House of Shaws is situated. He sees a troop of British soldiers (Redcoats) and is pleased by it.


  Once he reaches Cramond, David begins asking for the House of Shaws, and is meant by some strange looks. He continues on, and finally asks someone about the House without revealing his connection to it. He discovers that the house seems to have little respect in the countryside, especially Ebenezer himself. David becomes disillusioned with the prospect of the House of Shaws, and suspects that his uncle is a mean old man. He almost turns back, but decides to press on. He comes upon a woman who points the House of Shaws out to him: a huge, decrepit old house that contrasts sharply with the beautiful countryside. As he stands there, the woman curses the house and its sole occupant.


  Feeling very disappointed, David goes down to the house and knocks. He gets no answer, and must resort to pounding on the door to finally get some attention. An old man pops out of the window, armed with a gun, and demands to know David's business. David replies that he has a letter for Ebenezer, and gives his name. The man seems most interested in the fact that David's father is dead.


  Chapter 3: I Make Acquaintance of My Uncle


  The old man allows David into the house, which is bare and just as run-down as the outside. The old man has many locks upon the door, and David thinks he is a servant. He is shocked to learn that the old man is, in fact, his uncle. The uncle asks whether he has read the letter he has brought, and David confesses that he hasn't. The uncle then asks whether he expects something, and David replies that he expects nothing, though he had hoped he might have wealthy relatives that would help him in life. David quickly becomes annoyed and angry with his ornery, suspicious uncle.


  Ebenezer sends David to bed in a completely pitch-dark room. The next day, he badgers David with questions while being mildly hospitable. David tells him about Mr. Campbell, and Ebenezer threatens to throw him out if he sends word to anyone about the poverty of the House of Shaws. David then makes to leave, and Ebenezer tries to be friendly again. But when Ebenezer decides to go out, he tells David that he'll have to lock him out. David tells him that if the uncle locks him out, he'll never return, which distresses Ebenezer. The uncle decides not to leave.


  David tells Ebenezer it's plain that he doesn't him, and offers to leave, but Ebenezer protests, claiming they will get along fine.


  Analysis


  These early chapters set up the initial premise of the novel. David Balfour, a poor boy, is actually from a wealthy family, and is presumably in the position to inherit a great fortune. It seems like a fairy tale, and it partly is. Since the focus of the novel will be upon David's adventures with Alan Breck Stewart and not very much with David's quest to get his rightful inheritance, one might wonder why Stevenson bothers with the inheritance sub-plot in the first place.


  There are several reasons for Stevenson creating this situation. First, he intended Balfour to represent one of his own ancestors, the well-known family of the Balfours, so it would be a misrepresentation to make David a poor boy. Second, and more importantly, Stevenson is writing for children, and some of those children may not be wealthy. It is every boy's dream to suddenly discover he is heir to a great inheritance. Finally, by making David one of the gentry (the upper class), Stevenson may have made the book more appealing to adults who want to believe they're reading something respectable, and not just a young boy's fantasy novel.


  The attitudes of those he talks to toward the House of Shaws contribute to David's own growing sense of disappointment, which reaches a climax at the sight of the rickety old house. The house is large, but it has become run down and destroyed.


  Ebenezer Balfour seems evil before he is even introduced, and his interest in David's father's death only makes the case against him worse. Stevenson makes no attempt to play on the reader's identification of the house with the man, as both are rotten. What makes Ebenezer interesting is the conflict that seems to rage within him. On the one hand, David is absolutely right. Ebenezer treats him like a thief, hates to have him in the house and lets him know, and clearly does not like David at all. Yet Ebenezer seems reluctant to let David leave once he has come to the house. Even after the reader has finished the story, Ebenezer's behavior makes little sense, since David is at this point not interested in claiming the decrepit House of Shaws and believes the family has no money.


  It may be possible that the uncle is suffering from an inner conflict. On the one hand, he has fond memories of his brother, and he wants to do well by his brother's son. But on the other hand, he may feel vengeful toward David's father, and want to take out that vengeance upon David. He is probably also greedy and is worried that David will eventually try and claim his inheritance, which technically he has the right to do, as the eldest son of the eldest brother, though David does not know this; he thinks that Ebenezer is older than his late father. Whatever the reasons for his eccentric behavior, Ebenezer is clearly a villain, and this will not change by the end of the book.


  Chapters 4–6


  Summary


  Chapter 4: I Run a Great Danger in the House of Shaws


  David spends most of the day hanging around the House of Shaws. He finds a book in the library, signed by his father and dedicated to his Uncle Ebenezer on his fifth birthday. This confuses David, since he feels sure that Uncle Ebenezer must be much older than his father. It confuses him so much that he wonders whether perhaps his father was quick to learn to write, and so he asks Ebenezer if he and David's father were brothers. This enrages Ebenezer. But the uncle stops himself, and he pretends that he is so upset by his brother's death that he cannot bear to hear him spoken about. All of this only confuses David even more.


  But it does make him suspicious. He begins to think that perhaps there is some great fortune due to him, by inheritance, that his uncle is trying to keep him from. So he becomes suspicious himself. But then Ebenezer gives him forty pounds sterling, supposedly a present he has held for David since his birth. This act of generosity, coming from such a miser, impresses David, and his heart melts slightly.


  Ebenezer asks David to bring down a chest from the side-tower of the house. David agrees, but finds the stairway pitch-dark. He goes forward anyway, while a storm rages outside. By the lightning, he sees that there are hardly any steps; he could easily have fallen to his death. He goes back down the stairs and outside and discovers his uncle waiting, miserably. He sneaks up behind his uncle and nearly frightens him to death. David tries to interrogate his uncle, but Ebenezer only says he will tell him everything in the morning.


  Chapter 5: I Go to the Queen's Ferry


  David sleeps a restless night, aware of his uncle's great dislike, even hatred of him. But, in his youth, David thinks himself the better man, and makes plans to trick his uncle and get the upper hand of him, and eventually to control him. When he confronts his uncle the next morning, the uncle mumbles that having David climb the stairs was "a little joke."


  There is a knock at the door, and a cabin-boy is there, with a note for Ebenezer from Captain Hoseason. Hoseason is waiting at Queen's Ferry harbor with his ship, the Covenant, and Hoseason is awaiting any further orders from Ebenezer before he sets sail. It seems that Ebenezer has interests overseas, and they are not doing so well. Ebenezer decides to go see Hoseason with David and the cabin boy. On the way, David enters conversation with the cabin-boy and discovers his name is Ransome. Ransome describes life on the Covenant; particularly terrible is Mr. Shuan, the navigator, who abuses Ransome to the point of causing wounds. David decides life on the Covenant must be a living hell.


  Chapter 6: What Befell at the Queen's Ferry


  David and Ebenezer meet Hoseason, who is staying in an inn. Ebenezer sends David down to amuse himself while he and the captain speak. David goes and speaks to the sailors of the Covenant, whom he finds to be rather dirty and rude.


  He talks with the bartender of the inn, who informs him that Many hate Ebenezer and they claim that he murdered David's father to get the House of Shaws. He also discovers that his own father was in fact the elder brother.


  David meets with his uncle and Hoseason, and Hoseason invites him to take a look around the Covenant while he finishes his discussion with Ebenezer. David agrees, wanting to see more of the ship, but as soon as he gets on the ship he sees his uncle pulling away, and then he is knocked unconscious.


  Analysis


  These chapters establish Ebenezer as a worthless, evil man. First, he attempts to kill his own nephew by tricking him into climbing a perilous stair, then he arranges for his kidnapping and perhaps his murder by a group of salty seamen.


  Given the obviously despicable nature of Ebenezer, it is interesting that David falls so easily into the old man's traps. Ebenezer had just given David forty pounds sterling, and then asked the boy to do a favor for him to earn his keep. But even before this trick, David has recognized his uncle for what he is: "there came into my mindÖa story like some ballad I had heard folk singing, of a poor lad who was the rightful heir and a wicked kinsman that tried to keep him from his own." David shows himself to be perceptive, and it would seem he is capable of handling his uncle.


  Unfortunately, David's own pride gets in the way. In Chapter 5, David has visions of "taking the upper hand" against his uncle: "I saw myself [in my daydream] smell out his secrets one after another, and grow to be that man's kind and ruler." By supposing himself to be so able to deal with his uncle, David actually makes things worse; he underestimates his uncle's wickedness and intelligence, and suffers the consequences aboard the Covenant.


  David's notion that he is part of a "ballad" in which his evil uncle is trying to rob him of his inheritance is interesting, because it means that a character in the novel itself has figured out the plot, perhaps before the reader even has. For a moment, David is as much as reader as the one holding the book, and perhaps a shrewder one. While Ebenezer's main motivation may not be greed, he certainly plans to withhold David's inheritance and do great harm to him in the process, perhaps even kill him. By realizing this and becoming suspicious, David has seemingly prepared himself to deal with his uncle, which makes it all the more surprising that he falls so easily for Ebenezer's traps.


  The trap at the harbor is especially clumsy. The trap relies much more on Captain Hoseason's pleasant attitude than it does Ebenezer's cleverness. What gets David on the boat is Hoseason's whisper to David telling him that his uncle "means mischief" toward him. David now thinks Hoseason is an ally, making the captain's betrayal that much more biting. We are already aware of what will happen, due to foreshadowing in the beginning of Chapter 5, as David gazes into the fireplace: "The warlock of Essendean, they say, had made a mirror in which men could read the future; it must have been made of other stuff than burning coal, for in all the shapesÖI gazed at, there was never a ship, never a seaman with a hairy cap, never a big bludgeon for my silly head."


  Chapters 7–9


  Summary


  Chapter 7: I Go to Sea in the Brig "Covenant" of Dysart


  David awakens in the brig of the Covenant, in pain and bound by ropes on his hands and feet. He is suffering from seasickness as well, and each lurch of the ship brings a fresh batch of pains. Several days and nights pass as David wanders in and out of consciousness and he is beginning to get a fever. A man visits David briefly, gives him some brandy and water, and dresses his scalp wound. Then he is left in darkness again, and the rats scurry over his face.


  Mr. Riach, the ship's second officer, brings Captain Hoseason down into David's room to show the captain how poorly the young man is doing. Hoseason is unsympathetic, and seems inclined to leave the boy to rot and die, but Riach asks to move David to the healthier area of the forecastle, with the other sailors. When the captain refuses, Riach accuses him of being a party to murder, and the captain relents.


  David rests in the forecastle for several days as Riach nurses him back to health. He comes to know the sailors, who he finds less rough than he did before. They even give him some of his money back. Ransome often visits him, always with a new wound from Mr. Shuan.


  David tells Riach the story of his uncle and how he came to the Covenant, and Riach claims he will send a letter to David's father's lawyer, Mr. Rankeillor, as well as Mr. Campbell, if he gets the chance.


  Chapter 8: The Round-House


  Ransome is brought into the forecastle; Mr. Shuan has killed him. Hoseason orders David to become the new cabin boy. He sends him to the Round-House, the officers' cabin. Shuan is a wreck; killing the boy has ruined his already tenuous sanity.


  David becomes used to his duties, and finds it not so bad a life. Riach does not abuse David, his wits being gone. David tries to speak to Riach and the captain about their plans for him, and his plight, but they won't listen, and David has visions of himself slaving in the colonies of North America.


  Chapter 9: The Man with the Belt of Gold


  The Covenant strikes another boat, a much smaller one. Upon checking they find a single survivor, a man dressed in fine French clothes and carrying a pair of pistols and a long sword. He speaks with a Scottish accent. He is a Jacobite, a man who believes that the Stuart line, of which King James I and his heirs, are the true kings of England, and should be restored to the throne. Being a Jacobite also means the man is a Catholic, but the captain is a Protestant. Nonetheless, the captain is interested in helping the man in exchange for his gold.


  The man asks the captain to set him down in France, where he was heading, but the captain refuses. So the man asks to be set down somewhere in Scotland, and they begin to discuss terms. They come to an agreement, and the captain excuses himself and his officers.


  David takes a liking to the stranger, and overhears the captain and officers plotting to murder him and take his money belt. David runs back and tells the stranger, then agrees to fight by his side. They introduce themselves; the stranger is Alan Breck Stewart. The two men prepare to battle the captain and his officers. Fortunately, the Round-House contains all the pistols and other weapons. Alan prepares to guard the front with his sword, while David loads all the pistols and covers the back door and the skylight.


  Analysis


  The adventure begins in earnest in these chapters, as David is separated from everything familiar—Mr. Campbell, the Lowlands, even wicked old Ebenezer—and shipped out into the middle of nowhere. The realism found in these chapters, at least until the appearance of Alan Breck Stewart, is a bit surprising for a story intended for younger readers. David does not find himself in the company of decent sailors as well as cutthroats, as Jim Hawkins does in Treasure Island, but only greedy merchants who do not mind selling men into slavery.


  Moreover, David does not have his wits about him to work against the rough sailors. Instead he gets a fever as rats scurry over his face. He nearly dies in the fetid cargo hold, and few of the sailors have any sympathy for him. But the most horrific detail is the death of poor Ransome. After Stevenson shows that Ransome is a silly, misguided, but good-hearted boy, he is cruelly murdered by the drunk Mr. Shuan. The sight of the boy's pale, wax-like face, with a "dreadful smile" upon it, is probably the most horrible image in the whole book. But what makes it so terrible is the reader's familiarity with Ransome. There is death in Treasure Island, but is never this personal for the reader.


  But once Ransome is gone, the story resumes a more "normal," adventurous tone. David has passed through a sort of trial, by surviving the sickness and then managing to manage his anger against his captors enough to serve them as a cabin boy. The next trial will be one by fire, as David helps Alan Breck Stewart defend himself against the men of the ship.


  In their brief dialogues in these chapters, David and Alan begin the dynamics that will serve as the primary hinges of their relationship. The first, and most significant, is their religious and political affiliations—Alan is a Catholic Jacobite, and David is a Protestant Whig. A Whig was a supporter of the English government, who tried to suppress their Jacobites and their claims that the Stuarts belonged on the English throne.


  Another dynamic is the question of status. David feels compelled to introduce himself as "David Balfour of Shaws," indicating his upper class status. While Alan believes David, he also feels it necessary to mention that his own name is shared with a king. For most of the novel, David's "gentleman" status will balance out with Alan's greater age and worldly experience, though in the chapter twenty-four, "The Quarrel," they will argue over some of these issues.


  Finally, this chapter reveals Alan's competence, a trait often hidden by his arrogance and his flamboyant behavior. He is an experienced fighter, and David is not at all. The ensuing battle is the only real battle in the entire novel, and in it David will deal his first wounds to another man, and ultimately cause their death.


  Chapters 10–12


  Summary


  Chapter 10: The Siege of the Round-House


  Captain Hoseason enters the Round-House to discover Alan and David prepared for battle. A few moments later, the battle begins as the Captain and his men attack Alan, while David guards the rear of the Round-House. Several men attempt to break the rear door down with a battle-ram; David fires at them in response, wounding the Captain in the arm.


  Meanwhile, Alan has killed Mr. Shuan, and one other sailor. As they wait for the second attack, David tries to hold back his fear. The second attack arrives, and Alan kills several more sailors, while David shoots two attackers that come in through the skylight. Alan finishes off his attackers at the main door, and the battle ends with the victory of Alan and David.


  Alan is quite pleased with his accomplishments, and makes up a Gaelic song about the battle, which does not mention David at all. They take turns at the watch, awaiting negotiations from the Captain.


  Chapter 11: The Captain Knuckles Under


  Alan and David are now in control of the Round-House, which has most of the food and all of the liquor. Alan seems certain that the Captain and his first mate Riach will surrender soon, primarily due to their lack of alcohol.


  In honor of David's brave performance, and for saving Alan's life, Alan cuts a silver button off his jacket and gives it to David, telling him that "wherever ye go and show that button, the friends of Alan Breck will come around you."


  Riach hails the two men and speaks to David. The Captain is now willing to negotiate ("parley"). Before he leaves, Riach begs for some brandy, and they give him a little.


  Alan and the Captain negotiate; Alan offers sixty guineas if the captain will put him down at Linnhe Loch. The captain reluctantly agrees, though it will be a dangerous trip.


  Chapter 12: I Hear of the Red Fox


  As Hoseason guides the ship toward Linnhe Loch, Alan and David settle in to their home in the Round-House. David tells his whole story to Alan, who is upset at the mention of Mr. Campbell. It seems that Alan, a Stewart, has a hatred of anyone named Campbell. The Campbell clan, Alan claims, has taken land from the Stewarts by treachery. Alan talks about his father, Duncan Stewart, who had once displayed his swordsmanship to the King George of England, then given away the three guineas the king gave him to a beggar. Alan also reveals that he was once a soldier for the English army, but deserted to the Jacobites at the battle of Prestonpans, a shameful thing that shocks David, though he does not say so.


  Since Alan is clearly likely to die if he is caught, David asks him what has brought him back to Scotland. Alan tells him that the poor peasants of his clan pay two rents—one to King George, and one to Alan's clan's chief, Ardshiel. James Stewart manages the collection of this second rent. James Stewart is Ardshiel's half-brother and a friend of Alan's father. It is this rent money that Alan carries with him. David is impressed by the peasants' sacrifice, and calls it noble.


  Alan also tells David of the "Red Fox," Colin Roy Campbell of Glenure, a man who stepped in and served as the King's agent in the area of the Stewart and Campbell clans, and is considered a traitor by the Stewarts. Upon finding out about the second rent, Glenure becomes angry and declares all the local farms to be open to rent, with plans to replace the Stewart tenants with Campbells that won't pay any money to Ardshiel. But the Stewart tenants offer the best price, higher than any Campbell that Glenure can find. So Glenure uses legal wrangling to kick the Stewarts out of their homes and replaces them with poor beggars. Alan clearly wishes death on the Red Fox.


  Analysis


  The battle of the Round-House is the action centerpiece of the novel. David survives his first battle, and kills at least one man in the process. This can be seen as a coming-of-age for David. He has killed his first man, and has blood on his hands. He is frightened and horrified of the ordeal, while Alan delights in his prowess at killing. Like Ransome, a character the reader has become familiar with, Shuan, is killed, this time by Alan's sword. While David, who has a keen awareness of justice, probably feels no remorse at Shuan's death, he is still troubled by the sight of it.


  Alan, on the other hand, is not only pleased by the gore, but achieves a kind of transcendent happiness from it. After the fight, he hugs David and says he "loves him like a brother," and then, "in a kind of ecstasy," he asks if he is not an excellent fighter. Alan takes his death dealing as a complement to himself and his skill with the sword. David then watches as Alan stabs each of the wounded or dead enemies remaining to make sure they're dead.


  This violence is not really portrayed as being horrific; rather, it is more of a fact of life. But it is a side of life that David, who has never even fired a pistol, has never seen. His surprise at such death will never really fade, as David is not a "hero" like Alan.


  Alan's character, while based on a real historical figure, is an archetype. An archetype is a type of character that appears in many different stories. A good example is the "wise old man" or "wizard" character, such as Merlin from the King Arthur stories, Gandalf from The Lord of the Rings, or Dumbledore from the Harry Potter books. Alan is an example of the dashing rogue, the lone hero who has his own set of morals. A well-known example of such a character is Han Solo from the Star Wars movies. Like Alan, Han Solo has no problems with killing, he likes to brag about himself and his accomplishments, and he has his own moral code that, while not exactly like most people's, he adheres to it just as strictly. Continuing our Star Wars comparison, the young, naïve Luke Skywalker makes a good counterpart to David. Both young men have something to learn about the "real world" from the dashing, experienced rogue. Luke and David are both examples of the young, naïve hero who discovers he is heir to a great family, and must prove themselves to be true heroes.


  Chapters 13–15


  Summary


  Chapter 13: The Loss of the Brig


  Hoseason comes to the Round-House and informs Alan and David that something is wrong. He asks them to come up, and points to several large rocks in the distance. Alan identifies them as the Torran Rocks, a series of large boulders that just out of the sea and pose a danger to ships. Alan is not sure, but he thinks there are fewer rocks closer to shore. Hoseason swings the ship closer to the shore, off the islet of Earraid, and just as the Covenant seems like it will make it through, the ship strikes a reef.


  The men scramble to try and prepare a lifeboat, but David gets washed overboard. He grabs a piece of wood and hangs on until he is thrown up on the shore, thanking God that he is alive.


  Chapter 14: The Islet


  David finds himself on a small islet, cut off from the mainland by a small river. He tries to cross the river, but finds it is too wide and deep. He returns to the shore to get his piece of wood, planning to try and float across, but the yard has floated back out to sea.


  David is now miserable. He begins eating raw shellfish. Sometimes he manages to keep them down, and other times they make him extremely sick. He is especially depressed because he can see a church and several houses on the mainland, but he knows he cannot cross the river.


  The next day he sees, to his surprise, a red deer, which he realizes must have swum the river. He also discovers that he has lost all his money after the shipwreck. He sees some fisherman, and wildly hails them from the shore. But, to his shock, they only point and laugh at him.


  The fishermen return later and, in broken English, reveal to him that the river gets very low at low tide. To his surprise and embarrassment, he finds he can practically hop across the river at low tide.


  Chapter 15: The Lad with the Silver Button: Through the Isle of Mull


  David comes to a house in Earraid and stays for the night. The owner tells him that Alan and several of the crew survived the wreck, and Alan left instructions that David follow him to his country, near Torosay. The man and his wife are very hospitable, and David leaves with a good impression of Highlanders.


  The next day David strikes out for Torosay. He sees much of the countryside and discovers that the people are very poor. That night he stops at a house, where a man charges him five shillings for lodging and to be guided to Torosay. The next day the man takes him to a "rich" man, Hector Maclean, who makes the change and then delays David for two days as he drinks with the first man, David's guide.


  Finally, the guide starts to take David to Torosay, but constantly stops and demands more money. Finally, in a rage David tries to strike the cheat, who pulls a knife on him. David knocks the man over, takes his knife and shoes, and leaves him.


  Later, as he is walking, he runs into a strange blind man, in robes, who behaves very strangely, and David soon recognizes him as a troublemaker. David threatens the man and he turns another way angrily. Finally, David reaches Torosay, where he stays at an inn. The innkeeper informs him that the blind man was a notorious robber.


  Analysis


  These chapters serve as an interlude between David's time on the ship Covenant and his flight through the Scottish highlands with Alan. David is once again alone, and must travel by himself for several days.


  David's time on the islet is terrible for him, but to readers of Stevenson's time, as well as modern readers, it can be quite amusing. Not only is David in reach of freedom at all times—he need only wait for the tide to go out—but the entire sequence can be read as a tiny version of Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe. David's thought in chapter fourteen that "in all the books I have read of people cast away, they had either their pockets full of tools, or a chest of things would be thrown upon the beach with them, as if on purpose." This reads almost like a small joke at Defoe's expense; Robinson Crusoe was fortunate enough to have piles of tools and chests wash ashore with him, and the phrase "as if on purpose" may be pointing out the fact that Defoe found it necessary to add all these things so that poor Robinson Crusoe did not starve. David's experience is much more realistic than Crusoe's, as he has no tools and no survival skills. He cannot even make fire, and is forced to eat shellfish raw. He is lucky that this does not kill him.


  In his trip from Earraid to Torosay, David again encounters many dangers, which he must surpass himself. In this section, the casual mentions of numerous names and places begin to pile up, and the historical aspect of the story starts to take over. Defoe's original intention in writing the novel was to tell the story of the murder of Colin Campbell of Glenure, and now the plot of Kidnapped begins to move toward the event.


  In terms of genre, Kidnapped is primarily an adventure novel, as mentioned previously. But Stevenson intended for David to move through Scotland as if he were going through "a foreign country," and in that sense, the novel also shares something with the travel novel. By the end of the story, David will have traveled through much of the Scottish Highlands, and seen many sights that were probably unfamiliar to Stevenson's English readers and are certainly unfamiliar to most modern readers. Like many good novels, Kidnapped blends several genres while remaining, at heart, an adventure story.


  Chapters 16–18


  Summary


  Chapter 16: The Lad with the Silver Button: Across Morven


  David takes a ferry from Torosay to mainland Scotland. On the way, he sees what he first thinks is an emigrant ship, bound for the American colonies, full of Scottish "criminals" being forced into exile.


  David speaks to the captain of the ship, who informs him that he is to stay at the local public inn that night, then cross Morven and meet with a man named John of the Claymore, who would give him further instructions as to where David could find Alan.


  David stays at the inn, which is terrible, and then heads across Morven. On the way he befriends a catechist, a religious instructor, named Henderland. Henderland is kind, and has read some of the works of David's friend Mr. Campbell. Henderland tells David about many of the current events in the Highlands, and even gives Alan a small compliment. He tells David that Colin Campbell of Glenure, the King's Factor (agent), will soon begin turning out Stewart tenants from their homes. Henderland believes Glenure will soon die at the hands of one clan or another.


  They reach Henderland's home, where David decides to stay for the night, rather than heading directly to James of the Claymore. Henderland then catechizes David, who is happy to have the man speak to him of God.


  Chapter 17: The Death of the Red Fox


  David crosses the Linnhe Loch into Appin. Once there, he walks to a side road, pops out of a bush and asks a small group of travelers the way to Aucharn, where Alan is supposed to be waiting for David. The travelers turn out to be none other than Colin Campbell of Glenure, his lawyer, and two other men. Glenure begins to question David about his business when he is suddenly shot and killed. David runs after the murderer, but the killer outruns him. When David returns to the scene of the murder, the lawyer accuses him of being an aide to the crime, and David must flee again. Alan, who has apparently been fishing nearby, pulls David into a bush. Alan swiftly leads him away into the woods. After nearly an hour of running, the two collapse in the forest of Lettermore.


  Chapter 18: I Talk with Alan in the Wood of Lettermore


  Alan and David awake. David is angry; he believes Alan murdered Glenure in cold blood. He wants to part immediately, but Alan is offended and demands an explanation. When David voices his suspicions, Alan denies that he had anything to do with the murder, and points out that he would never do so without a sword or a pistol with him. He then swears that he had nothing to do with it, and David believes him.


  When David asks about the real killer—for he had a chance to see him as he ran away—Alan, who has clearly seen the fellow, pretends not to have seen him closely, and tries to confuse David's memory. In fact, Alan intended to use himself and David to draw away the blame from the real killer, something he thinks is his duty as a fellow Highlander and enemy of the Campbells. This impresses David greatly.


  Alan then points out that they are wanted criminals, and likely to die if caught. So they must flee through the heather, or the Scottish wilderness, until they can reach their destinations: Cramond for David, and France for Alan.


  Alan then tells David of what happened after he was washed overboard the Covenant. Alan, Captain Hoseason, Riach and several others sailors had made it to the shore; the rest of the sailors were not so lucky, including two who were trapped, wounded, in the forecastle, and had screamed horribly until the ship sunk. On the shore, Hoseason had ordered his men to lay hands on Alan and take his gold, but Riach had prevented them and Alan escaped.


  Analysis


  This part of the story is probably the most difficult to believe. Not only does David stumble right into the very spot where Alan is, but also he is present for the murder of Glenure. It is arguable that Alan, despite his oath to David, may have had some part in the murder, though given Alan's character it seems unlikely he would swear such an oath if he was really involved. But the idea that David just happens to be present at the shooting requires a great suspension of disbelief. Many adventure stories have situations that are much more fantastic or unlikely, and once the reader has gotten this far and seen how David tends to stumble blindly into bad situations, it isn't very surprising that he ends up being accused as an accessory to Glenure's murder.


  Alan's willingness to sacrifice himself for the unknown killer of Glenure has a great effect upon David. The youth sees it as a noble thing to do, since he believes that Alan had nothing to do with the crime. Alan, on the other hand, sees it as his only real course of action. Stevenson is drawing a difference between a "Highland code of ethics" and the moral attitudes followed by the more "Anglicized" David. David is a product of Lowland society, which is largely English in nature, influence, and religion. Alan is a product of the wild Highlands. But David recognizes the virtue in Alan's self-sacrifice, saying, "Mr. Henderson's words came back to me: that we ourselves might take a lesson by these wild Highlanders. Alan's morals were all tail-first; but he was ready to give his life for them, such as they were."


  Chapter 18 begins the next major stage of the novel, the flight through the Highland wilderness (the "heather"). This combines the adventurous nature of the story with the descriptive details of landscapes that one might find in a travelogue. While Alan and David press their way through the woods, hiding from soldiers and meeting Scottish clansmen, the reader will also become familiar with many natural aspects of the Highlands. Stevenson has a good gift for this kind of description, and he succeeds in his goal of making David's flight seem like one through a "foreign country."


  Chapters 19–21


  Summary


  Chapter 19: The House of Fear


  Alan and David move through the night and reached the house of James Stewart, the lead of Alan's clan. James, his family, and his clansmen are in a nervous flurry of activity. James is certain he will be blamed for the murder of Colin Campbell.


  James offers David and Alan a change of clothes. Alan refuses, choosing to merely batter his fine French clothes, making them dirty and nearly unrecognizable. James bustles about his home, worrying, as his men bury the swords and guns, and his son burns incriminating documents.


  James then arms David and Alan with a pistol and a sword each, preparing them for their flight through the Highlands. James tells Alan that he will have to blame Alan and David for the murder if they come after him. James will give their descriptions—before they changed their clothes—to the Campbells, who will then have the English army searching for them. Alan easily agrees, but David is indignant, when he knows he had nothing to do with the murder. David thinks the actual killer should have a warrant put out for the arrest. This shocks Alan and James, and David, not wanting to abandon his friend, reluctantly agrees. Alan and David then leave James' house.


  Chapter 20: The Flight in the Heather: the Rocks


  David and Alan begin fleeing through the Highland wilderness. They reach a rushing river, broken up at one point by several large rocks. Alan and David leap to one rock, halfway across, and then Alan leaps to the other bank, but David nearly freezes in fear. David makes the second jump and the two begin running again.


  Alan leads them to a large pair of rocks. They climb up and find a small, shallow "dish" in the top, enough space for them to hide. Alan admits that he nearly led them the wrong way, and that he forgot to bring a water bottle.


  David drifts off to sleep. He is awakened at nine in the morning by Alan, who points out soldiers in the valley, all around them. They have no choice but to toast on the rock all day while the soldiers search for them.


  Around two o'clock in the afternoon, Alan and David are near sunstroke. Since the soldiers have cleared out of the area, they hop off the rock and recover briefly in the shade. They then sneak past the soldiers, using the many rocks around them to hide. They escape and find a river, refresh themselves, and continue moving through the night.


  Chapter 21: The Flight in the Heather: the Heugh of Corrynakiegh


  David and Alan reach the Heugh of Corrynakiegh, a cleft in a tall mountain, where a river runs through. They stay here for several days, fishing and practicing sword fighting.


  Alan decides that he must send word to James Stewart. He constructs a small cross and puts the silver button he lent David on it. He then takes the cross down to a nearby town and puts it in the window of John Breck Maccoll, a friend of his. Maccoll understands the signal and comes to Alan.


  Alan sends Maccoll to Stewart with a message asking for money. Maccoll returns with a note from James's wife. James and many of his men and kinsmen have been put in prison, but everyone is blaming Alan and his young friend for the murder. James' wife sends them some money and a "wanted poster" that describes them.


  Now that he has changed his clothes, David realizes that his description is so vague, he could head through the country without fear as long as he was separated from Alan; but he chooses not to abandon his friend.


  Analysis


  David faces a number of important decisions. Twice, he realizes that he is in a situation where he must suffer for his friendship with Alan. The first is in the house of James Stewart, where he is asked to take the blame for the murder of Colin Campbell. Not only does the idea of being blamed for murder sicken David, but also he is indignant that the actual culprit not be caught. Alan and James, for their part, are incredulous that he would even suggest that the actual killer be hunted down. This is the "Highland moral code" that David has been encountering since he met Alan. In the first situation, David believes he will be "papered"—James will give his description so that he can make a wanted poster—whether he agrees to be or not, so deciding to stay with Alan is not a difficult choice.


  The second time that David chooses to suffer, for friendship, is more significant. David realizes that his description on the wanted poster is so vague—the most detailed part being his clothes, which he has already changed—that he could easily walk through the countryside along and be entirely safe. But as long as he stays with Alan, he is in danger of being hanged. When he sees that Alan doesn't even consider their parting, he doesn't really even make a decision, saying, "What could I do but hold my peace, and chafe, and take my chance of it?" The knowledge that he would be safer on his own will bother David for much of the book, particularly whenever he is angry with Alan.


  This might also be seen as the beginning of strife between Alan and David. Once David realizes that he could be safer on his own, he will take each annoying or bothersome thing Alan says as another reason why he should simply strike out on his own. Without him knowing it, Alan brings himself closer to desertion with each taunt and each tiresome, unapologetic hike through the woods. The friendship between the two men, and their difficulties maintaining it, is quickly becoming the main focus of the book. This makes perfect sense; Stevenson's intention in writing the book was to focus on Alan, but his chosen method of writing about Alan was by involving a young lad in the murder of Colin Campbell. Involving a young man may also have been a marketing decision, since his intended audience was young schoolboys.


  The large rock dish, where Alan and David hide for nearly a day, is one of the most interesting and innovative scenes in the novel. Stevenson here uses a familiar aspect of the Highlands to great effect, as the soldiers hunt for fugitives that hide under their very noses. The flight through the heather will often have a cat-and-mouse feel to it, as David and Alan barely remain one step ahead of the soldiers.


  Chapters 22–24


  Summary


  Chapter 22: The Flight in the Heather: The Moors


  David and Alan hike for seven hours and come to the end of mountain range. Now they must decide which direction to go in. Appin, to the west, is crawling with soldiers. The land to the south is crawling with Campbells, and going north will not work for David, who wants to get to Edinburgh, and Alan who needs to get to France. So they decide to head east, though David again realizes that if they parted ways, they might both be safer. They must cross the moors, which are wide and flat, and they run a great risk of being seen, but they have no choice.


  Half the time they must crawl on their bellies or run on their knees, and soon David becomes very tired. They rest at noon in a bush, and Alan takes first watch. When David takes his watch, he falls asleep, and awakes to discover soldiers coming near them. He wakes Alan, who quickly decides to head for a mountain, Ben Alder, in the northeast. This takes them past the soldiers, forcing them to run on their knees for most of the way. Just as they near the mountain they are ambushed. It turns out to be friends, men of Cluny Macpherson. The men lead them to Cluny's hideaway in the woods.


  Chapter 23: Cluny's Cage


  Cluny welcomes them to his home in Ben Alder. It is a hut made from trees, leaves and other natural things, and it serves as an excellent hideout. Cluny is a fugitive chief of a clan put down by the English government. He lives well in his small home, but he can hardly ever leave. He has been cooped up so long that has some strange habits.


  After they eat, Cluny proposes a game of cards, but David declines to play, and makes a small comment about the immorality of gambling. Cluny takes offense, but Alan says that David is just tired. David sleeps away nearly two days, feeling somewhat ill, while Alan gambles and loses all their money, including David's. David is forced to ask Cluny for their original money back, since Alan's pride won't let him ask for it. Cluny is mortified that they thought he would keep the money, David is angry that Alan gambled it away and he has to swallow his pride and ask for it back, and Alan feels guilty for having gambled it all away.


  Chapter 24: The Flight in the Heather: The Quarrel


  Alan and David continue their hike through the woods. David is still angry at Alan, who is miserable, knowing he has done David a wrong. But David is very angry, and he cannot bring himself to forgive Alan. Alan apologizes, but David remains bitter. Alan offers, perhaps a bit childishly, to allow them to part, since he is "not very keen to stay where [he's] not wanted." David chides him, asking him whether he thought David would turn his back on a friend. Alan points out that he owes David both his life and his money now, which is clearly a burden to him, and asks that David realize that. David becomes angry with both himself and Alan, and becomes a little cruel.


  They hike for many days. David becomes increasingly cold and sick, and remains angry with himself and Alan. Alan asks if he can carry David's pack, and David responds crossly. Alan takes this coldness from David as an excuse to think that they are now even, and even begins to taunt David as a Whig.


  Finally, David can take it no longer. He begins to insult Alan harshly. Alan says, "This is a pity, there are things said that cannot be passed over." David draws his sword and challenges Alan to a duel, but Alan cannot do it.


  David realizes his misbehavior, so, in his already feverish state, he pretends that he is about to die. Alan, worried, takes him to a nearby house, and admits that he respects David even more since they have quarreled.


  Analysis


  Cluny Macpherson is yet another of the historical characters in Kidnapped A disenfranchised chieftain, Cluny's greatest claim to fame during this time in his life was that Prince Charles (Bonnie Prince Charlie), a Stuart who held the Jacobites' claim to the English throne, had once stayed there. Cluny was involved with several battles between the Jacobites and the English army. After the Jacobite loss at the battle of Prestonpans, Cluny's house was burned to the ground, and he fled into hiding.


  The quarrel between David and Alan is interesting on a number of levels. It is the culmination of the problematic differences between Alan and David: Catholic vs. Protestant, Jacobite vs. Whig, dashing rogue vs. well-mannered young man. Moreover, Alan's selfishness and reckless nature have taken their toll on David.


  Stevenson's development of the argument is marvelously realistic. As David nurses a bitter anger toward Alan, a part of him realizes that he is being somewhat unjust by not forgiving the man, and he becomes angry with himself as well. This creates a cycle by which he becomes angrier with himself, then directs that anger toward Alan, making him angrier at himself. The irony of David's bitterness, and his cruel outburst toward Alan, is that he has already chided Alan for nursing vengeful feelings. David has forgotten the Christian teachings he learned from Mr. Campbell and Henderland. There is also so symbolism in this: as David's feelings become darker and angrier, his health suffers more and more, perhaps mirroring the darkness of his soul.


  The dialogue in the actual quarrel is excellent. David's bitter comment about Alan's having been "beaten on both sides"—since he fought for the English at the battle of Prestonpans, and with the Jacobites at the battle of Culloden—is a painfully cruel response to Alan's taunting, and yet it is perversely satisfying to see the invincible Alan be pierced by this vicious remark. The problem is that Alan has already has his comeuppance by losing their money, and David carried his bitterness too far. It requires a near-death experience on the part of David to patch up their friendship.


  To modern readers, the fight between David and Alan may look a little like a lover's quarrel. There are some critics who might deliberately look at texts with this sort of idea in mind, and they can create legitimate, though sometimes unlikely, interpretations. But it should be understood that such very close friendships between men were common and considered perfectly normal, and still are in many places in the world. American society has come to view such close friendships between men as less manly, but they were once quite common.


  Chapters 25–27


  Summary


  Chapter 25: In Balquhidder


  Alan takes the sick and exhausted David to a house in Balquhidder, which is fortunately a house of the Stewart-friendly McLarens. The owner takes David in and puts him in a bed, and the area doctor is called for. Soon the whole surrounding community is aware that they are harboring Alan Breck Stewart and his accomplice. David lies in bed for just over a week, and within a month he is ready to move again.


  While sick, David is visited by one of the sons of the notorious Rob Roy, Robin Oig. He is aloof, and not very mannered with the McLaren household owner. He speaks to David, thinking he is related to another Balfour, a gentleman, who once helped Oig's brother. David says he is not sure, and Oig turns to leave, rather disgusted that he has actually been talking to a lowbred boy. As he leaves he runs into Alan. The two recognize each other and Alan points out that Rob Roy attached the Campbell name to his own. After some tough talking, the two men prepare to duel, but the owner of the house intervenes and suggests that they duel by playing the bagpipes instead.


  The two men play, and when Robin plays an air from Alan's country, Alan softens. They then exchanged airs the rest of the night, and become friends.


  Chapter 26: End of the Flight: We Pass the Forth


  It is late August, and Alan and David finally choose to depart Balquhidder. They plan to head south, cross the Forth River into Stirling, and head into Edinburgh from there. They go to the bridge, but there is a guard. Instead, they sneak down the river to the small town of Limekilns. There, they enter an inn, where David pretends to be deathly sick. Alan pretends they are disinherited gentry, and a young woman takes pity on them. Alan also pretends that David is a Jacobite and likely to be killed if caught, but David counters this claim, claiming that it is all "a dreadful error" and that King George has no better friend in Scotland than himself. The young woman then borrows a neighbor's boat and rows them across herself. David is amazed by the woman's kindness.


  Chapter 27: I Come to Mr. Rankeillor


  David and Alan arrange to meet again later in the day, after David has spoken to his lawyer, Mr. Rankeillor. After wandering the streets of Newhalls (near Edinburgh) looking for Rankeillor. He finally runs into the man by accident, who takes him in, and David unloads the entire story. At the mention of Alan's name, Rankeillor pretends he did not hear the name, and insists that David must have said "Mr. Thomson." This is so he can swear under oath, in a court of law, that he never heard the name Alan Breck Stewart, should it come to a trial somehow. Many of the Highland names are changed the same way. After the story, Rankeillor takes David upstairs and gives him a change of clothes.


  Analysis


  Yet another historical persona pops up, this time in the form of Robin Oig, the son of the famous Rob Roy Macgregor, one of the main characters in Sir Walter Scott's novel Rob Roy. In many ways, Stevenson is following in the footsteps of his fellow Scottish writer; Kidnapped involves many of the same clans and Highland-related issues as Rob Roy (which was published in 1818, seventy years before Stevenson's novel). The peace that is established between Robin and Alan is a pleasant break from all the Campbell-Stewart arguments that have filled the novel.


  With their arrival in Limekilns and then Newhalls, the "flight through the wilderness" ends, as does the Alan-David focus of the book. Now the focus begins to shift back to David and his inheritance, which is the outer plot of the entire novel. The inner plot is the murder of Campbell and the trip through the wilderness with Alan.


  David is now able to resist Alan's advice when he thinks it necessary. In the change-house, he realizes the confusion they have put the young woman in, and so he assures her of his devotion to King George. This is not only a move calculated to win her help; it is also a slight defiance of Alan, who has doubtlessly found it amusing to turn the tables and make his Whig friend a Jacobite. As Alan's "face darkened," we can surmise Alan was not amused at David's canceling of his little ruse.


  Now that they have reached Newhalls, the balance of power between Alan and David shifts for the third time. The first time, David rescued Alan from death on the Covenant, then Alan was David's savior and guide in the Highlands, and now David must again rescue Alan by helping him escape to safety in France. This shift takes place during the ruse with the change-house girl. Alan begins it, but David's thoughtfulness is required to achieve it. Once they are across, Alan is entirely in David's hands—he has no money and few friends in the Lowlands.


  David's arrival at the house of Mr. Rankeillor provides a relieving end to David's journeys. Rankeillor turns out to be just the levelheaded savior that David was searching for. His wise decision to "mistake" Alan's name insures that Alan can escape safely, and Rankeillor will not have to give any information under oath in court.


  Chapters 28–30


  Summary


  Chapter 28: I Go in Quest of My Inheritance


  Mr. Rankeillor tells David the truth about David's father, Alexander Balfour, and David's uncle Ebenezer. Ebenezer was the younger of the two brothers, and very handsome at one time. He was admired and beloved by many people. Both men fell for the woman that would become David's mother, but Ebenezer was confident he would win her. To his surprise and anger, she chose Alexander. Ebenezer "screamed like a peacock," sometimes faking illness and sometimes drinking his sorrows away. Alexander felt bad, and left David's mother, but she refused to be "bandied about" and threw both men out. Ultimately, the two men made an agreement and Alexander married David's mother and went into poverty while Ebenezer kept the estate. The agreement was not truly legal, and in fact, as the eldest son of the eldest son, David deserves the inheritance. But a lawsuit would be long, costly and scandalous.


  David does not want the estate, just some money to make his way in life. He comes up with a plan that involves Alan. At first Rankeillor doesn't like it, but he soon begins to agree, and repeatedly tells David a story about how he once couldn't recognize his own assistant because he had forgotten his glasses.


  David takes Rankeillor to meet Alan, and Rankeillor discovers on the way that he has forgotten his glasses. This means that he will not really be able to see Alan, and therefore cannot swear in court that he ever saw the man.


  Chapter 29: I Come Into My Kingdom


  David, Alan, and Rankeillor go to the House of Shaws. Alan goes up to the door alone and knocks. He tells Ebenezer that he is from a family near the Isle of Mull, and that they discovered David after the shipwreck and held on to him. They are now holding him for ransom. Ebenezer doesn't want to pay for him, so Alan says they'll kill him. Ebenezer doesn't want that, so Alan says they must pay him if he wants them to keep David alive. Ebenezer haggles over the price, admitting in the process that he had originally sent David to become a slave in the Carolinas.


  At that, Rankeillor and David reveal themselves. Ebenezer is shocked, and remains speechless. There is a small celebration as Rankeillor and Ebenezer retire to draw up an agreement. David is to get two thirds of the yearly Shaws income, while Ebenezer keeps the other third and the estate.


  Chapter 30: Good-bye


  David has to help Alan escape to France. He also desires to clear the name of James Stewart of the Glens, but to do so would risk having himself caught and blamed, and possibly hanged. David believes he must perform his duty, which impresses Mr. Rankeillor. Rankeillor gives him two letters. One letter is to the British Linen Company, giving him the Shaws money that is due to him, and one to a well-respected Balfour, who might be able to help David when he gives his testimony on behalf of James.


  David plans to get some money to Alan so that he can buy passage to France. Alan arranges for a lawyer to get the money from David and give it to him. The two walk away from the House of Shaws, then part.


  As he continues on, David goes to Edinburgh and, as the book ends, comes to the doors of the British Linen Company.


  Analysis


  Ebenezer is defeated, in a very fitting manner, as he is tricked, just as he repeatedly tricked David. By showing a reluctance to have the boy killed, Ebenezer shows he is not a complete monster or he may just be selfish, and did not want the boy's death on his conscience. It is hardly even a satisfying defeat, since Ebenezer simply gives in without a word.


  As mentioned previously, both David and Alan can be fitted into an archetypal role. Alan is the dashing rogue, while David is the naïve youth who, through great acts, becomes a hero and comes into some sort of inheritance. This is certainly the case with David. He has gained a great amount of experience thus far. He has killed men, survived a shipwreck, spent days alone on an island, trekked through the Highland wilderness, been a wanted man, and fled by cover of night into safety. His character has undergone dynamic change, which is part of the definition of the protagonist, or the main character of the story. Certainly David might be considered a protagonist of Kidnapped, but many readers would be wise to question whether Alan's character has changed much by the end of the book.


  As an archetype of the "dashing rogue," Alan is in many ways what is often called a "stock character," or a character that is the same no matter what time period or place he turns up, acts in much the same way, and hardly changed. The purpose of most stock characters is to advance the plot, either by helping the protagonist or slowing him down. Often writers will play with stock characters by making them the protagonists and then making them dynamic. Alan, however, is difficult to assess. After his association with David, Alan may have become something less of a braggart, and be nicer to Whigs, if not to Campbells, though he did make peace with Robin Oig. He has grown into a great friendship with David. But he is the same Alan we have known throughout the book. He is no more or less intelligent, clever, or sensitive. Alan has served as a guide and mentor to David for two months, taking him both through the Highlands and down the path to manhood. That is Alan's most important contribution to David's growth as a character.


  The ending is quite abrupt, and perhaps a little unsatisfying. We know the story is being told at least a few years after the event, and perhaps even more, from the hints dropped by the narrator throughout the novel. A reader could reasonably expect a brief history of what happened after the events in the novel. For instance, David must have failed in his task to get James Stewart acquitted, because in the real history, James was convicted of being "art and part" of the Campbell murder by a tribunal composed mostly of Campbells, and was then hanged. His body was left up for months as a warning to the Jacobites.


  But Stevenson may have written Kidnapped with a sequel in mind. The sequel, called Catriona, published in 1893, takes up the story immediately following the end of Kidnapped. In Catriona, David again meets up with Alan Stewart, and has a number of further adventures in Scotland.


  The enduring legacy of Kidnapped has been its ability to entertain young people and older people for more than a century. Unfortunately, it has started to suffer from the combined problems of age and place. The book is full of terms that were nearly archaisms in Stevenson's time, since so much of the dialogue is spoken in Scots English, in particular, Highland Scots English. An older reader, with some annotations, can read it with ease. But for Stevenson's intended audience—young children of about the ages of 12–17—the book has become increasingly more difficult to read as times wears on. The result is that Kidnapped and even Treasure Island are now considered "literature," and are read by more adults than children.


  Important Quotations Explained


  
    
      There was now no doubt about my uncle's enmity; there was no doubt I carried my life in my hand, and he would leave no stone unturned that he might compass my destruction. But I was young and spirited, and like most lads that have been country-bred, I had a great opinion of my shrewdness. I had come to his door no better than a beggar and little more than a child; he had met me with treachery and violence; it would be a fine consummation to take the upper hand, and drive him like a herd of sheep.

    


    This quote, from Chapter 5, highlights both David's growing perceptiveness and his naïveté. He has swiftly recognized his uncle Ebenezer's dislike or even hatred of him, and also his uncle's intentions toward him. But rather than using his common sense and simply leaving the House of Shaws, David decides to try and "take the upper hand" and get back at his uncle, even come to control him. David's pride leads to his downfall; he underestimates his uncle's cleverness and is kidnapped at Queensferry.

  


  
    
      Then I looked round again into the deck-house. The whole place was full of the smoke of my own firing, just as my ears seemed to be burst with the noise of the shots. But there was Alan, standing as before; only now his sword was running blood to the hilt, and himself so swelled with triumph and fallen into so fine an attitude, that he looked to be invincible. Right before him on the floor was Mr. Shuan, on his hands and knees; the blood was pouring from his mouth, and he was sinking slowly lower, with a terrible, white face; and just as I looked, some of those from behind caught hold of him by the heels and dragged him bodily out of the round-house. I believe he died as they were doing it.

    


    This quote is from Chapter 10, during the battle of the Round-House. Since Kidnapped is primarily an adventure novel, it is important to look at an action scene. Stevenson fills these scenes with words that bring to mind action and heroism, such as smoke, firing, burst, blood, swelled, triumph, invincible, "bloodÖpouring from his mouth." Stevenson here conveys both the action and the chaos of battle.


    We also see here a difference between Alan and David. While Alan takes great pride in his fighting, and feels that each death of an enemy is a "triumph," David cannot help but notice the details of death: Shuan's "horrible white face" and the blood that pours from his mouth. He pays attention to Shuan's death, and, from the language, it seems to horrify him somewhat. Alan, on the other hand, seems quite used to it. When the battle is over, he jauntily stabs each of the four men remaining in the room to make sure they are dead, and then kicks them out the door.

  


  
    
      "Why, David," said he, "the innocent have aye a chance to get assoiled in court; but for the lad that shot the bullet, I think the best place for him will be the heather."... When it came to this, I gave Alan up. But he looked so innocent all the time, and was in such clear good faith in what he said, and so ready to sacrifice himself for what he deemed his duty, that my mouth was closed. Mr. Henderland's words came back to me: that we ourselves might take a lesson by these wild Highlanders. Well, here I had taken mine. Alan's morals were all tail-first; but he was ready to give his life for them, such as they were.

    


    This quote, from Chapter 18 is one of the main instances where David and Alan have a moral disagreement. The primary focus of Kidnapped is on the friendship between these two, and David's growing understanding of Alan's Highland ethics and attitudes. This scene is key because David, while not agreeing with Alan's belief that the killer should go free, admires his devotion to his cause and his people.

  


  
    
      "I have but one word to say," said I; "for to all this dispute I am a perfect stranger. But the plain common-sense is to set the blame where it belongs, and that is on the man who fired the shot. Paper him, as ye call it, set the hunt on him; and let honest, innocent folk show their faces in safety." But at this both Alan and James cried out in horror; bidding me hold my tongue, for that was not to be thought of; and asking me what the Camerons would think? (which confirmed me, it must have been a Cameron from Mamore that did the act) and if I did not see that the lad might be caught? "Ye havenae surely thought of that?" said they, with such innocent earnestness, that my hands dropped at my side and I despaired of argument.

    


    Like the previous quote, this one from Chapter 19 reveals an important moral difference between the Protestant Whig, David, and the Catholic, Jacobite Highlanders. David still believes that the guilty party should be punished, whereas Alan and James believe that it is Alan's and David's duty to take the blame, mostly since they have the best chance of escape. This suggests that both James and Alan feel that justice has been done; the killer of Colin Campbell was the punishment for a greater crime, not a crime itself.


    There is a practical reason to blame Alan and David as well. Alan is a notorious figure and a well-known hater of the Campbells. It is much easier to claim that he acted alone, thereby sparing the Stewart clan the brunt of the Campbells' anger.

  


  
    
      "David!" he cried. "Are ye daft? I cannae draw upon ye, David. It's fair murder."


      "That was your look-out when you insulted me," said I.


      "It's the truth!" cried Alan, and he stood for a moment, wringing his mouth in his hand like a man in sore perplexity. "It's the bare truth," he said, and drew his sword. But before I could touch his blade with mine, he had thrown it from him and fallen to the ground. "Na, na," he kept saying, "na, na — I cannae, I cannae."


      At this the last of my anger oozed all out of me; and I found myself only sick, and sorry, and blank, and wondering at myself. I would have given the world to take back what I had said; but a word once spoken, who can recapture it? I minded me of all Alan's kindness and courage in the past, how he had helped and cheered and borne with me in our evil days; and then recalled my own insults, and saw that I had lost for ever that doughty friend. At the same time, the sickness that hung upon me seemed to redouble, and the pang in my side was like a sword for sharpness. I thought I must have swooned where I stood.

    


    This scene, from Chapter 24, is the climax of the book. The main action of the book involves Alan and David's flight through the wilderness and focuses on their developing friendship, which is often stalled by their differences in religion, ethics, and politics. In this chapter, this conflict comes to a head, and erupts in an argument between Alan and David in which David says terrible things to his friend. Until this point, David and Alan were often at odds. Now, David finally recognizes how good a friend Alan has been, and how important he has become to David. David exaggerates his fainting fit so as to bring Alan to him, and wash away their differences through Alan's concern for his life. David has come to truly respect his friendship with Alan, the wild Highlander, and by fainting his insures that their friendship remains solid.
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  Study Questions and Essay Topics


  
    Study Questions


    
      
        Who is the protagonist of Kidnapped, David or Alan? or both? Explain your answer.
      


      Generally, one of the primarily traits of a story's protagonist is that he or she is dynamic. This means that their character develops over the course of the novel, usually becoming more experienced, more mature, and more capable. They overcome a number of problems they have never encountered before and are often very different people by the end of the story.


      In Kidnapped, David can easily be recognized as a protagonist. At the beginning of the book, he is a naïve country boy, only seventeen years old. He is so inexperienced that he easily falls for his uncle's various traps; only blind luck saves him from falling to his death in the tower of the House of Shaws, and Captain Hoseason at Queensferry easily dupes him. But by the end of the book, David has gained much experience. He has come close to death twice, on the Covenant and in the house of the McLarens. He killed two men in the battle of the Round-House, he has witnessed the murder of Colin Campbell of Glenure, and he has debated politics with Alan, a Jacobite. David has crossed the Scottish highlands, much of it alone. When he returns home, he is so much wiser that he is able to play a trick on his own uncle and secure his fortune. He has gone through several trials-by-fire, and few would argue that he has not "become a man" by the end of the novel. Furthermore, he comes into a great inheritance and his life is completely changed by the end of the story. There is little doubt that David is a protagonist.


      Alan Breck Stewart certainly has a large role in Kidnapped. He is present for nearly two-thirds of the story, and he is an essential part of David's development. However, at the end of the story, there seems little evidence that Alan has been changed at all. He has developed a friendship with David, and it could be argued that Alan might think more kindly of Whigs, but these are small changes. Alan's understanding of the world has not changed significantly at the end of the novel. While he is certainly one of the most important characters of the book, he is not a protagonist.

    


    
      
        Having a moral code—an idea of loyalty, honor, and "what is right"—is very important to most characters in Kidnapped, but many of them have very different conceptions of these ideas. What are Alan and David's different opinions these issues, and what effects do these differences have upon their relationship as well as the plot?
      


      In Kidnapped, David and Alan often define themselves by their political associations. David is a Whig, which means he is loyal to the current English government and the king, King George. Alan is a Jacobite, which means he believes that James II and his heirs, the Stuarts, are the true kings of England and Scotland. Both of these political positions also have religious connotations: all Whigs were Protestants, and most Jacobites were Catholics. This immediately creates a confrontational dynamic between the two men, which explodes in the chapter "The Quarrel," when Alan taunts David for being a Whig one too many times.


      But the moral and ethical differences—how loyalty and honor work, and most importantly, doing what is "right"—are not based so much on political or religious affiliations, but the place and manner of each man's upbringing. David has lived a sheltered, secure life in the Lowlands, instructed by Protestant religious leaders like Mr. Campbell. His status as a Whig means that he is unmolested by the government. Alan, on the other hand, is a rebel, and often a hunted man. His allegiance to his people caused him to desert the English army, so he lives under a constant threat of death, as do many of his countrymen. This Highland code of ethics is what leads Alan to protect the assassin of Colin Campbell by drawing the English soldiers' attention away. David protests being accused of the crime, rather than turning in the real killer: "The innocent should surely come before the guilty," he says. Alan responds, "Them that havena [have not] dipped their hands in any little difficulty, should be very mindful of the case of them that have. And that is the good Christianity." Alan's response is based on the assumption that Campbell's death is not a bad thing, and therefore the killer should be protected. David still does not agree, but is impressed: "Alan's morals were all tail-first; but he was ready to give his life for them, such as they were."


      The other major problem with these issues occurs at the house of James Stewart. James tells Alan and David that he will have to give their names out as the killers of Campbell and paper them, meaning to have a warrant issued for their arrest. David again protests, claiming that the actual killer should be papered, to which both Alan and James respond with surprise and shock. In this instance, David is incapable of understanding their logic. Raised as he was in a community where problems were solved fairly by lawyers and courts, he knows nothing of clan rivalries, clan alliances, and the unfairness of a court system controlled by the English-loyal Campbells.

    


    
      
        As his wife notes in the Prefatory Note, Stevenson wanted to portray David's adventure through Scotland as if he were moving through "a foreign country." Keeping in mind that the majority of Stevenson's readers would be English, not Scottish, how does Stevenson achieve this goal in his writing?
      


      The primary place that Stevenson makes David's trip through Scotland as if he were going through a "foreign country" are the chapters focusing on David and Alan's flight through the Highlands. The Lowlands, which are mostly full of Whigs, would seem familiar to most English readers. But the Highlands (particularly the Highlands of the 1750s, a hundred years before Stevenson's birth) would seem like a "wild" place, where the Highlanders have their own code of ethics (see above) and live a very different life than the more cosmopolitan Lowlanders or the English reading public.


      Most of the sense of the foreign in Kidnapped comes either from Stevenson's descriptions of nature or people. Some of the most unusual natural descriptions include the rocks in Chapter 20. David and Alan come upon a valley full of rocks jutting in different directions—a common feature of the Highlands, but more unusual in England and Europe. The two men then hide on top of one of these rocks, nearly boiling themselves in the process. There are many examples of Stevenson describing the natural aspects of Scotland, often rather unusual ones. David and Alan spend some time in a cleft in the middle of a mountain, cross numerous rivers and fords, and even crawl across a moor—a broad, flat, marshy land. They visit Cluny Macpherson, who lives in a kind of hidden tree-hut on a mountain. Also, throughout the flight, David encounters interesting examples of Highlanders, from a notorious blind robber to two different clan chiefs—James Stewart and Cluny.


      By portraying Highland Scotland as a world apart from the familiar English world of his readers, Stevenson promoted the legend of the wild Scottish Highlands, which began half a century before with Sir Walter Scott's novel Rob Roy and continues to today with films like the science fiction epic Highlander.

    

  


  
    Suggested Essay Topics


    
      Both David and Alan are good examples of archetypal characters. David is the archetypal youth who must go through many perils to finally achieve adulthood and come into his inheritance, while Alan is a good example of the "dashing rogue" archetype, a character who has his own code of questionable ethics, and has a high opinion of himself. Discuss how David and Alan fit these archetypes, citing specific examples from the book.
    


    
      Once he and Alan see the warrant for their arrest, David realizes that if he separates from Alan, he would be almost completely safe from arrest, since the warrant does not describe him well at all. But David never chooses to leave Alan. David thinks they would both be safer if they split up, but he decides to stay with Alan due to his loyalty. Do you think this was the right decision? Why or why not?
    


    
      Discuss the role of nature in Alan and David's flight through the Highland wilderness. Is it helpful or harmful?
    


    
      At the end of the book, Ebenezer is forced to pay two-thirds of the yearly Shaws income to David, but gets to keep the last third and the house. Do you think this is a fair punishment for someone that tried to kill David, and then tried to sell him into slavery? Does Ebenezer deserve the reader's anger or sympathy?
    


    
      In the chapter "The Quarrel," David and Alan have an argument. Is David right to treat Alan so coldly, or does he go too far?
    

  


  
    Quiz


    
      1. Who is the narrator of the story?


      
        A. An omniscient narrator

        B. Ebenezer Balfour

        C. David Balfour

        D. Alan Breck

      

    


    
      2. To what clan does Alan Breck belong?


      
        A. The Campbells

        B. The McLarens

        C. The Macgregors

        D. The Stewarts

      

    


    
      3. Who is David's father?


      
        A. Alexander Balfour

        B. Captain Hoseason

        C. Ebenezer Balfour

        D. Mr. Campbell

      

    


    
      4. What does Captain Hoseason intend to do to David?


      
        A. Kill him

        B. Sell him into slavery in the Carolinas

        C. Ransom him to Ebenezer Balfour

        D. Help him get revenge on Ebenezer

      

    


    
      5. What is the name of the leader of the Stewart clan?


      
        A. Colin of Glenure

        B. George

        C. James of the Glens

        D. Curly Macpherson

      

    


    
      6. What is the name of Captain Hoseason's ship?


      
        A. the Covenant

        B. the Enterprise

        C. the Constitution

        D. Reliant

      

    


    
      7. Who is the oldest?


      
        A. Ebenezer Balfour

        B. David Balfour

        C. Ransome

        D. Alexander Balfour

      

    


    
      8. Who does Mr. Shuan kill?


      
        A. Alan Breck

        B. James of the Glens

        C. Ransome

        D. Mr. Campbell

      

    


    
      9. Who is David's lawyer?


      
        A. Mr. Campbell

        B. Mr. Rankeillor

        C. Ebenezer Balfour

        D. Henderland

      

    


    
      10. What does Alan give David in appreciation of his courage after the battle of the Round-House?


      
        A. A pistol

        B. His sword

        C. A certificate from the King of France

        D. A silver button from his jacket

      

    


    
      11. What famous historical person does Alan duel with on the bagpipes?


      
        A. Cluny Macpherson

        B. James of the Glens

        C. Mr. Rankeillor

        D. Robin Oig, the Macgregor

      

    


    
      12. What city does Ebenezer Balfour live near?


      
        A. Glasgow

        B. Edinburgh

        C. London

        D. St. Louis

      

    


    
      13. What is the name of Ebenezer's house?


      
        A. The House of Glens

        B. The House of Shaws

        C. Newhalls

        D. The House of Appin

      

    


    
      14. Which is Alan Breck's homeland?


      
        A. The Isle of Mull

        B. Appin

        C. The island of Earraid

        D. France

      

    


    
      15. Which is Captain Hoseason's original cabin boy in the novel?


      
        A. Ransome

        B. Riach

        C. Mr. Shuan

        D. David Balfour

      

    


    
      16. What clan did the real killer of Colin Campbell of Glenure come from?


      
        A. The Stewarts

        B. The Balfours

        C. The Macgregors

        D. The Camerons

      

    


    
      Answer Key:


      1: C; 2: D; 3: A; 4: B; 5: C; 6: A; 7: D; 8: C; 9: B; 10: D; 11: D; 12: B; 13: B; 14: B; 15: A; 16: D
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