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  Overview


  The pre–Civil War years (1820–1860, or the “antebellum years”) were among the most chaotic in American history—a time of significant changes that took place as the United States came of age. During these years, the nation was transformed from an underdeveloped nation of farmers and frontiersmen into an urbanized economic powerhouse. As the industrialized North and the agricultural South grew further apart, five major trends dominated American economic, social, and political life during this period.


  First, the Market Revolution—the shift from an agricultural economy to one based on wages and the exchange of goods and services—completely changed the northern and western economy between 1820 and 1860. After Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin and perfected manufacturing with interchangeable parts, the North experienced a manufacturing boom that continued well into the next century. Cyrus McCormick’s mechanical mower-reaper also revolutionized grain production in the West. Internal improvements such as the Erie Canal and the Cumberland Road, combined with new modes of transportation such as the steamboat and railroad, allowed goods and crops to flow easily and cheaply between the agricultural West and manufacturing North. The growth of manufacturing also spawned the wage labor system.


  Second, American society urbanized drastically during this era. The United States had been a land comprised almost entirely of farmers, but around 1820, millions of people began to move to the cities. They, along with several million Irish and German immigrants, flooded northern cities to find jobs in the new industrial economy. The advent of the wage labor system played a large role in transforming the social fabric because it gave birth to America’s first middle class. Comprised mostly of white-collar workers and skilled laborers, this growing middle class became the driving force behind a variety of reform movements. Among these were movements to reduce consumption of alcohol, eliminate prostitution, improve prisons and insane asylums, improve education, and ban slavery. Religious revivalism, resulting from the Second Great Awakening, also had a large impact on American life in all parts of the country.


  Third, the major political struggles during the antebellum period focused on states’ rights. Southern states were dominated by “states’ righters”—those who believed that the individual states should have the final say in matters of interpreting the Constitution. Inspired by the old Democratic-Republicans, John C. Calhoun argued in his “South Carolina Exposition and Protest” essay that the states had the right to nullify laws that they deemed unconstitutional because the states themselves had created the Constitution. Others, such as President Andrew Jackson and Chief Justice John Marshall, believed that the federal government had authority over the states. The debate came to a head in the Nullification Crisis of 1832–1833, which nearly touched off a civil war.


  Fourth, and closely tied to the states’ rights issue, was the debate over slavery—the most divisive issue the nation had yet faced. Between 1820 and 1860, more and more northerners came to realize the horrors and injustices of slavery, while southerners grew increasingly reliant upon it to support their cotton-based economy. Northerners did not necessarily want social and political equality for blacks; they sought merely their emancipation. The debate in politics centered primarily on the westward expansion of slavery, which southern elites saw as vital to the survival of their aristocratic social and economic order. Others vehemently opposed the expansion of slavery outside the South. The debate was critical in the Missouri crisis, the annexation of Texas, and after the Mexican War.


  Finally, the issue of westward expansion itself had a profound effect on American politics and society during the antebellum years. In the wake of the War of 1812, many nationalistic Americans believed that God intended for them to spread democracy and Protestantism across the entire continent. This idea of “manifest destiny” spurred over a million Americans to sell their homes in the East and set out on the treacherous Oregon, Mormon, Santa Fe, and California Trails. Policymakers capitalized on public sentiment to acquire Florida and Oregon and declared war on Mexico in 1846 to seize Texas, California, and everything in between.


  Ultimately, these trends irreconcilably split the North from the South. The Market Revolution, wage labor, improved transportation, social reforms, and growing middle class of the North all clashed with the deep-seated, almost feudal social hierarchies of the South. Each successive debate on slavery and westward expansion drove the regions further apart until finally, in the 1850s, the North and the South were two wildly different places, culturally, socially, and economically.


  Summary of Events


  The Era of Good Feelings


  Americans came out of the War of 1812 with a new sense of national pride. Though the war was largely a stalemate, the astonishing American victory at the Battle of New Orleans made the nation feel as though it had won a second war for independence.


  The election of James Monroe to the presidency in 1816 marked the beginning of a period of one-party rule, often termed the Era of Good Feelings. The new sense of pride broke down old political barriers and united Americans behind the common goal of improving the nation. In fact, the nation was so unified that Monroe ran uncontested for a second term in 1820.


  The American System


  Politicians rallied behind Speaker of the House Henry Clay and his American System to improve the national infrastructure. Clay wanted to make internal improvements to national transportation to link the agricultural West with the industrial North. Dozens of new canals and roads were built at the government’s expense, such as the Erie Canal and the Cumberland Road. Clay also pushed the Tariff of 1816 through Congress to protect new manufacturers by raising the tax on goods produced abroad. Finally, Clay hoped to bolster the national economy by establishing a new Bank of the United States.


  Landmark Decisions and Doctrines


  The Supreme Court, under Chief Justice John Marshall, made several landmark decisions during this period, including McCulloch v. Maryland, Dartmouth College v. Woodward, Cohens v. Virginia, Gibbons v. Ogden, and Fletcher v. Peck. An ardent Federalist, Marshall issued decisions that strengthened the Court and the federal government relative to the states.


  Meanwhile, President Monroe and Secretary of State John Quincy Adams issued the Monroe Doctrine in 1823, warning European powers to stay out of affairs in the western hemisphere. Like the early Supreme Court decisions, the Monroe Doctrine has had a large and lasting influence on American policy.


  The Missouri Compromise


  The Era of Good Feelings was short-lived. First, the Panic of 1819 shook the U.S. economy and caused a brief depression toward the end of Monroe’s first term. Then, the Missouri crisis of 1819–1820 arose when Missouri applied for admission to the Union as a slave state. Northerners in the House rejected Missouri’s application because they wanted to maintain a balance between free and slave states in the Senate. They also passed the Tallmadge Amendment in 1819, stopping any more slaves from entering Missouri and gradually emancipating those already living there. Southerners were outraged by these developments.


  Under Henry Clay’s Missouri Compromise, northerners and southerners agreed to admit Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state. The compromise also stipulated that slavery could not expand north of the 36° 30' parallel.


  The Corrupt Bargain


  By the election of 1824, the good feelings had vanished completely. Secretary of State John Quincy Adams ran against War of 1812 hero Andrew Jackson, but neither candidate won enough electoral votes to become president, so the vote went to the House of Representatives. Henry Clay, who hated Jackson, threw his support behind Adams. Adams won and promptly made Clay his new secretary of state, enraging many Americans, who cried out against this “corrupt bargain.” Adams’s reputation was so damaged that his hands were pretty much tied during his entire term in office.


  Jacksonian Democracy


  Jackson bounced back and was elected president in 1828. He immediately exploited the spoils system by surrounding himself with political supporters and yes-men. “Old Hickory,” as his troops had called him, was a new kind of president in a new American age. As more and more white males received the right to vote during the 1830s and 1840s, aristocracy and privilege came to be seen as undemocratic and anti-American. Although Jackson himself was fairly well-to-do by the time he took office, he had come from a poor family. Westerners and southerners loved him for his seemingly rugged individuality and strength. Northerners, on the other hand, feared him and his democratic “rabble.”


  The Nullification Crisis


  Jackson’s two terms were full of political crises, the first of which was the Nullification Crisis over the Tariff of 1828. The tariff, which had been passed near the end of Adams’s presidency, heavily taxed all foreign goods. Northern manufacturers loved this protection, but southerners hated it because they traded heavily with Britain.


  Vice President John C. Calhoun secretly wrote a pamphlet called the “South Carolina Exposition and Protest” that urged southern state legislatures to nullify what he called the “Tariff of Abominations.” The South Carolina legislature followed his advice in 1832, making Jackson so angry that he threatened to send troops to the state to collect the taxes forcibly. Civil war was barely averted, thanks to Henry Clay, who proposed the Compromise Tariff of 1833 as a middle road.


  Indian Removal


  A renowned Indian fighter during his military years, Jackson continued to persecute Native Americans during his presidency. In 1830, the Indian Removal Act authorized the army to relocate, by force, any Native Americans living east of the Mississippi River. The act violated an earlier Supreme Court decision that recognized Indian lands, but Jackson didn’t care. More than 100,000 Native Americans were moved to present-day Oklahoma and Nebraska, and thousands died on the difficult journey that became known as the Trail of Tears.


  Jackson’s Bank War


  Jackson also caused a stir with his Bank War against the Bank of the United States. Because the Bank was a private institution funded by a small group of wealthy speculators, Jackson believed it was undemocratic. He vetoed the bill to renew the Bank’s charter and then effectively killed the Bank by refusing to put any more federal money in it, depositing the money in smaller banks instead. This action sent the national economy into a depression after the Panic of 1837. It also united Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and other Jackson-haters, which in turn led to the creation of the Whig Party.


  Van Buren and Depression


  Jackson’s Democratic successor, Martin Van Buren, had an even rockier time. Although Jackson had tried to nip the depression in the bud with the Specie Circular law, it only made matters worse. Without a strong central bank to provide stability, hundreds of smaller “wildcat banks” went out of business.


  Blamed for a depression that was not his fault, Van Buren lost the election of 1840 to Whig war hero William Henry Harrison. However, the relatively unknown Vice President John Tyler became president after Harrison died only a month into his term.


  John Tyler and the Whigs


  Whig leaders Henry Clay and Daniel Webster initially rejoiced when Harrison was elected, for he shared their support of higher tariffs, internal improvements, and a revived Bank of the United States. To their surprise, though, Tyler ruined all their plans.


  Tyler, a former Democrat, had become a Whig because he personally disliked Jackson, not because he believed in the Whig platform. Tyler did pass the slightly higher Tariff of 1842 but refused to fund internal improvements or bring back the Bank of the United States. Whigs, outraged by his betrayal, expelled him from the party.


  Nonetheless, Tyler had a productive term. The Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842 established a permanent eastern border with Canada and cooled tensions with Britain. During his final days as president, Tyler also pushed through congressional measures to annex Texas.


  Texas


  Texas caused controversy from the day it declared independence from Mexico in 1836. Southerners badly wanted Texas to become a new slave state in the Union, for they believed that westward expansion of slavery was vital to their socioeconomic system. Northern Whigs, however, didn’t want slavery to spread any further than it already had, so they blocked the annexation of Texas in 1836.


  The Abolitionist Movement


  This debate over slavery was the most divisive issue of the era. While southerners spoke loudly in support of slavery, the abolitionist movement grew from a small faction in the 1820s to a powerful social and political movement by the 1840s and 1850s. Though the abolitionists opposed slavery, they by no means advocated racial equality—most of them wanted only gradual emancipation or even resettlement of blacks in Africa. At the time, only radical abolitionists such as William Lloyd Garrison demanded immediate emancipation of all slaves.


  Social Reform and Religious Revivalism


  At the same time, some progressive northerners—many of them women—started social reform movements against prostitution, alcohol, and mistreatment of prisoners and the mentally disabled. Others tried to expand women’s rights and improve education. Many of these movements were successful in convincing state legislatures to enact new legislation.


  Linked to these reform movements was a new wave of religious revivalism that spread across America at the time. Many new religious denominations flourished, including the Methodists, Baptists, Shakers, Mormons, and Millerites, among others. In general, women were especially involved in these new denominations.


  The Market Revolution


  At the same time that these social transformations were taking place, the U.S. economy was evolving into a market economy. New inventions and infrastructure made it much easier to transport goods around the country.


  Eli Whitney’s cotton gin and system of interchangeable parts revitalized the South, West, and North. Cotton production became a more efficient and lucrative business, so southern planters brought in more slaves to work their fields. Cyrus McCormick’s mechanical mower-reaper revolutionized wheat production in the West, enabling farmers to send surplus crops to northern industrial cities.


  Immigration


  Immigration and wage labor, meanwhile, completely transformed the North. The potato famine in Ireland and failed democratic revolutions in Germany sent several million Irish and German immigrants to the North in the 1840s and 1850s. Many found work as wage laborers in the new factories.


  Manifest Destiny and the Mexican War


  Within the United States, people were itching to move further west. Land-hungry westerners and southerners in particular wanted more land on which to farm and plant cotton. Inspired by revivalism, many Americans began to believe that it was their “manifest destiny” from God to push westward across the continent. Politicians were encouraged to acquire more and more land.


  Westward expansion was particularly important to James K. Polk, who was elected president in 1844. During his four years in office, Polk acquired all of the Oregon Territory south of the 49th parallel. With his eye on California (then a Mexican territory), he provoked the Mexican War, which the United States won handily. Under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the war in 1848, Mexico gave up Texas, California, and everything in between.


  Key People & Terms


  People


  John Quincy Adams


  Son of President John Adams and the sixth U.S. president. As James Monroe’s secretary of state, John Quincy Adams helped secure the Treaty of 1818 with Britain and was influential in formulating the Monroe Doctrine. In the 1824 presidential election, Adams ran against Andrew Jackson, but neither candidate received enough electoral votes to become president, so the election went to the House of Representatives. Speaker of the House Henry Clay supported Adams, possibly in exchange for the position of secretary of state. This “corrupt bargain” tainted Adams’s presidency from the start and left him politically impotent during his term.


  Susan B. Anthony


  An ardent women’s rights activist from the 1840s to the end of the century. “Suzy B.” spoke out tirelessly against racial and gender inequality and also supported the temperance movement.


  Nicholas Biddle


  President of the Bank of the United States during the 1820s and 1830s. Biddle exerted significant influence over the American economy through his position. Andrew Jackson, however, despised Biddle and the wealthy whom he represented and eventually destroyed the Bank by withholding all federal deposits.


  John C. Calhoun


  Vice president to both John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson, who also led the movement to nullify the 1828 Tariff of Abominations. Shortly after Congress passed the tariff, Calhoun wrote an anonymous essay entitled “South Carolina Exposition and Protest” that urged southern legislators to declare the tax null and void in their states. This Nullification Crisis was the greatest challenge the nation had yet faced and illustrated the emerging sectional differences.


  Henry Clay


  A Kentuckian who served as Speaker of the House of Representatives, secretary of state to John Quincy Adams, and later as a U.S. senator. Clay was the father of the American System, which promoted higher tariffs and internal improvements at the government’s expense. He earned the nickname “Great Pacificator” for devising both the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise Tariff of 1833 to end the Nullification Crisis. In 1834, Clay and Daniel Webster of New England formed the Whigs, a new progressive political party favoring internal improvements, limited westward expansion, and reform. Although Clay never served as president (he ran and lost three times), historians regard him as one of America’s greatest statesmen.


  Dorothea Dix


  A schoolteacher from Massachusetts who spearheaded the campaign to establish publicly funded asylums to help the mentally ill. Dix’s report on the state of the mentally disabled in the state’s prisons convinced legislators to build the first asylums. She traveled tens of thousands of miles to promote her cause.


  Ralph Waldo Emerson


  An American essayist and philosopher who was one of the leading Transcendentalists in the 1830s through 1850s. Emerson’s essays, such as the famous “Self-Reliance,” made him one of the nation’s most popular practical philosophers.


  Charles G. Finney


  A former lawyer who applied his sharp wit and intellect to preach evangelism throughout the North during the 1830s. Finney’s camp-style meetings put thousands of people into a frenzy during his fifty-year crusade. He encouraged women to lead groups in prayer and railed against the evils of slavery and alcohol.


  John Frémont


  An American surveyor and explorer who, days after Congress declared war on Mexico in 1846, went about taking control of the territory of California. In January 1847, after only a few minor battles, California surrendered to Frémont. Many accused him of being an agent of President James K. Polk and believed his presence in California to have been more than a coincidence. Frémont later ran unsuccessfully for president in 1856 as the first presidential candidate for the fledgling Republican Party.


  William Lloyd Garrison


  A radical abolitionist who advocated the immediate emancipation of all slaves in the United States. Garrison’s infamous magazine, The Liberator, earned him many enemies in the South.


  William Henry Harrison


  A former governor of Indiana Territory and army general who defeated incumbent Martin Van Buren in the presidential election of 1840. Harrison’s election marked the beginning of the era in which the Whigs and Democrats were the two major opposing forces in American politics. Unfortunately, he died after less than a month in office. Harrison was also the grandfather of President Benjamin Harrison, who was elected in 1888.


  Andrew Jackson


  A hero of the Battle of New Orleans and the Creek War who entered the national political arena when he challenged John Quincy Adams for the presidency in 1824. After a controversial loss, Jackson ran again in 1828 and won. His presidency was plagued by numerous crises, from the Bank War and the Nullification Crisis to forced Native American removal. Jackson’s presidency has become associated with populist democracy, westward expansion, and a strengthened federal government.


  Horace Mann


  A champion of public education who served as secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education in the 1830s. Mann supervised the creation of many new tax-supported schools and fought for better curriculum, higher pay for teachers, and more teacher qualifications.


  John Marshall


  Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1801–1835. A die-hard Federalist, Marshall generally ruled in favor of the national government over the individual state governments, even after Federalism had died out. His most famous rulings include Cohens v. Virginia, Dartmouth College v. Woodward, Fletcher v. Peck, Gibbons v. Ogden, Marbury v. Madison, and McCulloch v. Maryland.


  Cyrus McCormick


  Inventor of the mechanical mower-reaper, which had an enormous impact on Western agriculture in the 1840s and 1850s. Whereas American farmers had primarily been planting corn, the mower-reaper allowed them to plant wheat, which was a far more profitable crop. As farmers planted more and more wheat, they began to ship their surpluses to manufacturing cities in the North and Northeast.


  James Monroe


  A Democratic-Republican from Virginia who was elected president in 1816 and inaugurated the Era of Good Feelings. An excellent administrator, Monroe bolstered the federal government and supported internal improvements. The nation was so united under his first term that he ran uncontested in the election of 1820. The good times ended, however, during the Missouri crisis, which effectively split the United States into North and South. Monroe is most famous for his 1823 Monroe Doctrine, which warned European powers to stay out of Latin American affairs.


  James K. Polk


  An expansionist Democrat from Tennessee who was elected president on a manifest destiny platform in 1844. During his four years in office, Polk lowered tariffs, revived the independent treasury, acquired Oregon, and seized California in the Mexican War. Many critics have accused him of provoking war with Mexico simply as an excuse to annex western land.


  Joseph Smith


  A New Yorker who founded the Mormon church (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints) after claiming to have received a new set of gospels from an angel. Smith attracted a large following but was forced to move to the Midwest to escape persecution for the Mormons’ acceptance of polygamy. After he was murdered by a mob, his disciple, Brigham Young, led thousands of Mormons to the Great Salt Lake in Utah. The Mormon Church was one of the more successful new religions to sprout during the wave of revivalism in the first half of the 1800s.


  Elizabeth Cady Stanton


  One of the first American feminists. Stanton joined Susan B. Anthony in the mid-1800s to call for social and political equality for women. She helped organize the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848 and drafted the convention’s Declaration of Sentiments.


  Zachary Taylor


  A Mexican War hero who became the second and last Whig president in 1848. In order to avoid controversy over the westward expansion of slavery in the Mexican Cession, Taylor campaigned without a solid platform. He died after only sixteen months in office and was replaced by Millard Fillmore.


  John Tyler


  A former Democrat who became a Whig and then became president upon the death of William Henry Harrison. Tyler joined the Whigs in the 1830s because he couldn’t stand Democrat Andrew Jackson’s autocratic leadership style. Tyler’s political ideologies never really changed, though, and during his four years in office, he consistently shot down most Whig legislation: he refused to revive the Bank of the United States and disapproved of funding internal improvements with federal money. Outraged, the Whigs kicked him out of the party during his term. In his final days as president, Tyler succeeded in signing the Texas annexation bill into law.


  Martin Van Buren


  Secretary of state to Andrew Jackson who went on to become the Democratic president in 1836. Van Buren’s term was plagued by a depression that arose after the financial Panic of 1837. Van Buren, believing that the economy had worsened because federal funds were being stored in smaller banks, pushed the Divorce Bill through Congress to create an independent treasury. Van Buren lost by a large margin to William Henry Harrison in the election of 1840 and later ran again, unsuccessfully, as the Free-Soil Party candidate in 1848.


  Daniel Webster


  A senator from New Hampshire, renowned for his oratory and for his ardent belief in the American System. A leading statesman of his day, Webster allied with Henry Clay in 1834 to form the new Whig Party. As Whigs, he and Clay campaigned for progressive new reforms and attempted to limit westward expansion. Webster also served two stints as secretary of state.


  Eli Whitney


  Inventor of the cotton gin and the system of interchangeable parts, which dramatically changed the American economy and social fabric. Whitney’s cotton gin (1793) made cotton farming much easier and more profitable for southern planters, who consequently converted most of their fields to cotton fields. This surge in production required more slaves to pick the cotton. Southern cotton and interchangeable parts in turn stimulated the growth of textile manufacturing in the North and the birth of the wage labor system.


  Terms


  American System


  A movement spearheaded by Speaker of the House Henry Clay that called for internal improvements, higher protectionist tariffs, and a strong national banking system. The system’s supporters, including Daniel Webster, succeeded in chartering the Bank of the United States in 1816 and creating both the Tariff of 1816 and the steeper Tariff of Abominations in 1828. They also funded the Cumberland Road from Maryland to Missouri and supported the construction of various other roads and canals.


  Aroostook War


  A small-scale 1838–1839 turf war, fought between American and Canadian woodsmen in northern Maine, that almost erupted into a larger war between Britain and the United States. The Aroostook War convinced both countries that settlement of northern Maine territorial disputes had to be negotiated promptly. The dispute was resolved by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842, negotiated by Secretary of State Daniel Webster and Lord Ashburton of Britain, which established a permanent border between Maine and Canada.


  Bank of the United States


  A private bank, chartered in 1816 by proponents of Henry Clay’s American System, that provided the fledgling United States with solid credit and financial stability in the 1820s and 1830s under the leadership of Nicholas Biddle. Many in the West and South, however, despised the Bank because they saw it as a symbol for aristocracy and greed. In 1832, Andrew Jackson initiated the Bank War by vetoing a bill to renew the Bank’s charter. He eventually destroyed the Bank in the 1830s by withholding all federal gold and silver deposits and putting them in smaller banks instead. Without any reserves, the Bank withered until its charter expired in 1836. Deprived of stable credit, the blossoming financial sector of the economy crashed in the Panic of 1837.


  Bank War


  A conflict between Andrew Jackson and Henry Clay over 1832 legislation that was intended to renew the charter of the Bank of the United States. Clay pushed the bill through Congress, hoping it would slim Jackson’s reelection chances: signing the charter would cost Jackson support among southern and western voters who opposed the bank, whereas vetoing the charter would alienate wealthier eastern voters. Jackson vetoed the bill, betting correctly that his supporters in the South and West outnumbered the rich in the East. Upon reelection, Jackson withheld all federal deposits from the Bank, rendering it essentially useless until its charter expired in 1836.


  Black Hawk War


  A brief 1832 war in Illinois in which the U.S. Army trounced Chief Black Hawk and about 1,000 of his Sauk and Fox followers, who refused to be resettled according to the Indian Removal Act.


  Burned-Over District


  An area of western New York State that earned its nickname as a result of its especially high concentration of hellfire-and-damnation revivalist preaching in the 1830s. The Burned-Over District was the birthplace of many new faiths, sects, and denominations, including the Mormon church and the Oneida community. Religious zeal also made the area a hotbed for reform movements during the 1840s.


  Cohens v. Virginia


  An 1821 Supreme Court ruling that set an important precedent reaffirming the Court’s authority to review all decisions made by state courts. When the supreme court of Virginia found the Cohen brothers guilty of illegally selling lottery tickets, the brothers appealed their case to the U.S. Supreme Court. Chief Justice John Marshall heard the case and ruled against the family. Though he concurred with the state court’s decision, he nonetheless cemented the Supreme Court’s authority over the state courts. This case was one of many during the early 1800s in which Marshall expanded the Court’s and the federal government’s power.


  Compromise Tariff of 1833


  A tariff, proposed by Henry Clay, that ended the Nullification Crisis dispute between Andrew Jackson and South Carolina. The compromise tariff repealed the Tariff of Abominations and reduced duties on foreign goods gradually over a decade to the levels set by the Tariff of 1816.


  The “Corrupt Bargain”


  A scandal that arose during the election of 1824 that tainted John Quincy Adams’s entire term in office. When neither Adams nor his opponent, Andrew Jackson, received enough electoral votes to become president, the election was thrown to the House of Representatives. Speaker of the House Henry Clay, who hated Jackson, threw his support behind Adams, which effectively won him the presidency. When Adams later announced Clay as his new secretary of state, Jackson and the American people cried foul. Adams was accused of having made a “corrupt bargain,” and the political fallout rendered him politically paralyzed during his term.


  Cotton Gin


  A 1793 invention by Eli Whitney that enabled automatic separation of cotton seeds from raw cotton fiber. The cotton gin made cotton farming much easier and more profitable for southern planters, prompting them not only to increase their cotton output but also to increase their demand for slave labor. Along with Whitney’s other innovation, the use of interchangeable parts, the cotton gin stimulated the growth of textile manufacturing in the North and the birth of the wage labor system.


  Cumberland Road


  A federally funded road, also known as the National Road, that was completed in 1837 and then expanded several times throughout the antebellum period. When finally completed, the Cumberland Road stretched all the way from Maryland to Illinois. It was a one of the most significant internal improvements made under Henry Clay’s American System.


  Dartmouth College v. Woodward


  An 1819 Supreme Court ruling that upheld the right of private institutions to hold private contracts. When the New Hampshire state legislature revised Dartmouth College’s original charter from King George III, the college appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. Chief Justice John Marshall ruled that even though the college’s contract predated the Revolutionary War, it was still a legal contract with which the state of New Hampshire could not interfere. This precedent asserted federal authority and protected contracts from state governments.


  Declaration of Sentiments


  A declaration read at the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention for women’s rights. The Declaration of Sentiments mimicked the Declaration of Independence by stating that “all men and women were created equal.” Written primarily by suffragette Elizabeth Cady Stanton, it is regarded as one of the most important achievements of the early women’s rights movement.


  Era of Good Feelings


  A nickname given to James Monroe’s early years as president (1816–1819), when the Democratic-Republicans were the only political party and nationalist Americans concentrated on improving America. The Era of Good Feelings dissipated after the crisis over Missouri in 1819 and the Panic of 1819.


  Erie Canal


  A canal between the New York cities of Albany and Buffalo, completed in 1825. The canal, considered a marvel of the modern world at the time, allowed western farmers to ship surplus crops to sell in the North and allowed northern manufacturers to ship finished goods to sell in the West.


  Fletcher v. Peck


  An 1810 Supreme Court decision in which the Court ruled that the Georgia state legislature could not cancel a contract that a previous legislature had already granted. The decision by Chief Justice John Marshall protected the permanence of legal contracts and established the Supreme Court’s power to overrule state laws.


  Force Bill


  An 1833 bill that authorized the federal government to use military force to collect tariff duties. The bill demonstrated Andrew Jackson’s resolve to end the 1832–1833 Nullification Crisis in South Carolina.


  Gag Resolution


  An order that the House of Representatives, beleaguered by the growing abolitionist movement in the North, passed in 1836 to ban further discussion of slavery.


  Gibbons v. Ogden


  An 1824 Supreme Court ruling that declared that the state of New York could not grant a monopoly to a company engaged in interstate commerce. Chief Justice John Marshall thus exerted federal power by upholding that only the federal government had the right to regulate interstate commerce according to the Constitution.


  Independent Treasury Bill


  An 1840 bill that created an independent U.S. Treasury. The bill established the independent treasury to hold public funds in reserve and to prevent excessive lending by state banks, thus guarding against inflation. The Independent Treasury Bill was a response to the Panic of 1837, which many blamed on the risky and excessive lending practices of state banks.


  Indian Removal Act


  An 1830 act, supported by Andrew Jackson, that authorized the U.S. Army to evict by force all Native Americans east of the Mississippi River and resettle them in “permanent” reservations in present-day Oklahoma and Nebraska. Thousands of Native Americans died on the “Trail of Tears” to their new and unwanted home. The Army was forced to fight the Black Hawk War and Second Seminole War after some tribes refused to leave.


  Interchangeable Parts


  A system, devised by Eli Whitney in 1797, that allowed machines to mass-produce identical goods. This innovation prompted a boom in new factories in the North during the antebellum period.


  Internal Improvements


  A term referring to infrastructure projects, mostly involving transportation, that were key features of Henry Clay’s American System. Scores of canals and roads were dug to link the East with the West during the period from 1816 to 1852. The most famous of these were the Erie Canal and the Cumberland Road.


  Know-Nothing Party


  A party, known formally as the American Party, of nativist Americans who wanted to stop the tide of foreign immigrants from Ireland and Germany entering the United States in the 1840s and 1850s. The Know-Nothings nominated former president Millard Fillmore in the 1856 presidential election. Members of the American Party were so secretive that they often claimed to “know nothing” whenever questioned, hence the nickname.


  Liberty Party


  A northern abolitionist party that formed in 1840 when the abolitionist movement split into a social wing and a political wing. The party nominated James G. Birney in the election of 1844 against Whig Henry Clay and Democrat James K. Polk. Surprisingly, the Liberty Party siphoned just enough votes away from Clay to throw the election to the Democrats.


  Maine Law


  An 1851 law that prohibited the sale, manufacture, and consumption of alcohol in the state of Maine. The law, a huge victory for the temperance movement, encouraged other states in the North to pass similar prohibitory laws.


  Manifest Destiny


  A belief, common in the United States in the mid-1800s, that Americans had been “manifestly destined” by God to settle and spread democracy across the continent and perhaps even the entire western hemisphere. To achieve this destiny, thousands left their homes during the 1840s and 1850s and embarked on journeys on the Oregon Trail, on the Mormon Trail to Utah, or to mine for gold in California. Manifest destiny also led many southerners to seek—unsuccessfully—new slave territories in places as far away as Nicaragua and Cuba. Manifest destiny led presidents John Tyler and James K. Polk to annex Texas, acquire Oregon from Britain, and wage the Mexican War to seize California.


  McCulloch v. Maryland


  An 1819 Supreme Court ruling that upheld the constitutionality of the Bank of the United States. Chief Justice John Marshall, like Alexander Hamilton, was a loose constructionist who believed that the federal government was authorized to create the Bank even though the Constitution said nothing about it. President Andrew Jackson ignored Marshall’s ruling and vetoed a bill to renew the Bank’s charter in 1832 on the grounds that it was unconstitutional.


  Mechanical Mower-Reaper


  An invention by Cyrus McCormick that had a profound effect on agriculture in the West during the 1840s and 1850s. Most western farmers had been planting corn, but the mower-reaper allowed them to plant wheat, which was far more profitable than corn. As farmers planted more and more wheat, they began to ship their surpluses to manufacturing cities in the North and Northeast.


  Missouri Compromise


  An 1820 compromise, devised by Henry Clay, to admit Maine as a free state and Missouri as a slave state. The compromise maintained the sectional balance in the Senate—twelve free states and twelve slave states—and forbade slavery north of the 36° 30' parallel. It ended a potentially catastrophic dispute and tabled all further slavery discussions for the next couple of decades.


  Monroe Doctrine


  An 1823 policy statement, drafted by James Monroe and his secretary of state, John Quincy Adams, warning Old World colonial powers to stay out of affairs in the Western Hemisphere. The doctrine stated that the New World was closed to further colonization and that European attempts to interfere would be considered hostile acts against the United States. In return, the United States would not interfere in Europe’s internal affairs or with existing European colonies in the New World. Britain, anxious to preserve a hold on its remaining colonies in North America, helped enforce the doctrine. The Monroe Doctrine has had great influence on American foreign policy over the years.


  Nullification Crisis


  A crisis over the Tariff of 1828 (Tariff of Abominations), which was enormously unpopular in the South. Andrew Jackson’s supporters pushed the tariff through Congress during John Quincy Adams’s term, but when Jackson took office, his vice president, John C. Calhoun, opposed the tariff vehemently. Calhoun secretly wrote and published an essay called “South Carolina Exposition and Protest” to encourage state legislatures in the South to nullify the tariff. Though Jackson personally disliked the tariff, he refused to allow any state to disobey a federal statute. When South Carolina did nullify the tax in 1832, Jackson threatened to use the military to enforce the law. Fortunately, Henry Clay proposed the Compromise Tariff of 1833 to reduce the tariff gradually over a decade.


  Panic of 1819


  A financial panic, caused in part by overspeculation in western lands, that slid the U.S. economy into a decade-long depression. Farmers in the West and South were hit hardest, but the depression’s effects were felt everywhere. The panic helped bring an end to the Era of Good Feelings.


  Panic of 1837


  A financial panic caused by the default of many of the smaller “pet banks” that Andrew Jackson had used to deposit federal funds when he withheld them from the Bank of the United States in the 1830s. The crisis was compounded by overspeculation, the failure of Jackson’s Specie Circular (which required that all land be purchased with hard currency), and the lack of available credit due to the banking crisis.


  Seminole War


  A war fought by the U.S. Army against members of the Seminole tribe in Florida who refused to be resettled west of the Mississippi River in the late 1830s.


  Seneca Falls Convention


  A convention of early women’s rights activists in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 to launch the American feminist movement. The convention’s Declaration of Sentiments, penned by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was modeled on the Declaration of Independence in its declaration that all men and women were created equal.


  “South Carolina Exposition and Protest”


  An essay, written anonymously by Vice President John C. Calhoun, that called on the southern states to declare the 1828 Tariff of Abominations null and void. The essay encouraged South Carolina legislators to nullify the tariff, pitting the state against President Andrew Jackson in the most serious internal conflict the nation had yet faced. This Nullification Crisis is regarded as one of the stepping stones that eventually led to Civil War.


  Spot Resolutions


  Resolutions introduced in 1847 by Congressman Abraham Lincoln, who, unconvinced that the Mexican army had attacked U.S. forces unprovoked, demanded to know the exact spot where Mexicans had attacked. Lincoln’s persistence—and the confusing answers that Democrats gave—suggested that General Zachary Taylor, or perhaps even President James K. Polk himself, had provoked the attack and initiated the Mexican War.


  Tallmadge Amendment


  An 1819 act passed by the northern-dominated House of Representatives in an attempt to curb westward expansion of slavery. The act declared that Missouri could be admitted to the Union as a slave state, but only on the condition that no more slaves enter the territory and that its existing slaves gradually be freed. Outraged southern legislators, who wanted to push slavery westward, blocked the act in the Senate, throwing Congress into a logjam. The crisis eventually was resolved by the Missouri Compromise of 1820.


  Tariff of 1816


  A tariff, passed under the leadership of Henry Clay, that was designed to protect American manufacturing (prior tariffs had had the sole purpose of raising revenue). Whereas northerners loved the tariff, southerners disliked it, for they had little manufacturing to protect but still had to pay higher prices for foreign goods. The tariff was a key component of the American System.


  Tariff of 1828


  See Tariff of Abominations.


  Tariff of 1832


  A slight reduction on the “Tariff of Abominations” that was passed as a gesture of good will to encourage South Carolina to end the Nullification Crisis. Most South Carolinians saw the concessions as minimal at best and declared both the Tariff of Abominations and the Tariff of 1832 null and void out of principle.


  Tariff of 1833


  See Compromise Tariff of 1833.


  Tariff of 1842


  A tariff passed by John Tyler that brought duties on foreign manufactured goods down to the level of the Compromise Tariff of 1833.


  Tariff of 1846


  See Walker Tariff.


  Tariff of Abominations


  A nickname for the Tariff of 1828 that reflected southerners’ enormous objections to the tariff. Vice President John C. Calhoun’s opposition to the tariff and his publication of the “South Carolina Exposition and Protest” pushed the nation into the Nullification Crisis. When South Carolina’s legislature followed Calhoun’s advice and declared the tariff null and void in their state, President Andrew Jackson threatened to use the military to enforce the tariff. Fortunately, Henry Clay proposed the Compromise Tariff of 1833, which settled the dispute.


  Trail of Tears


  The route by which thousands of Native Americans, primarily Cherokee, were forcibly removed in the 1830s from their southeastern homelands and relocated to new reservations west of the Mississippi. This program of relocation was initiated under Andrew Jackson’s Indian Removal Act. The journey has been labeled the “Trail of Tears” because countless Native Americans, forced to walk hundreds miles under horrible conditions, died along the way.


  Transcendentalism


  An American philosophical and intellectual movement of the 1830s–1850s whose followers believed that truth “transcended” the reality perceivable by the five senses. Transcendentalism originated in New England and was especially strong in eastern Massachusetts, where Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau lived. The movement emphasized individuality and strength of character, and most of its members were reformers, abolitionists, and Whigs.


  Treaty of 1818


  A treaty between the United States and Britain that established a fixed border with Canada from Minnesota to the Rocky Mountains. The treaty also declared that both countries would occupy the Oregon Territory jointly until 1828. Though not highly regarded at the time, the treaty is considered one of John Quincy Adams’s most important achievements as secretary of state to James Monroe.


  Universal Manhood Suffrage


  The extension of voting rights to nearly every white American male during the antebellum period. In the early United States, men had had to meet certain property-ownership and literacy qualifications in order to vote, but during the 1830s and 1840s, more and more states eliminated these restrictions. As more men in the poorer classes were able to vote, the Democrats received a huge boost in popularity.


  Walker Tariff


  An 1846 tariff that lowered tariff rates, which had climbed higher and higher after their brief reduction in 1842.


  Webster-Ashburton Treaty


  An 1842 treaty between the United States and Britain that established a permanent border between Maine and Canada after the Aroostook War.


  Whigs


  A party formed in 1834 under the leadership of Henry Clay and Daniel Webster. The Whigs, named after an anti-British party during the Revolutionary War era, promoted a platform of social reform (education, prison, temperance, and so on), abolition of slavery, and limited westward expansion. Several Whig candidates ran and lost against Martin Van Buren in the election of 1836, but the party rebounded four years later when they put William Henry Harrison in the White House.


  Wildcat Banks


  Fly-by-night banking operations that plagued the West and South during the 1800s. The wildcat banks were highly unstable because they were impermanent, printed their own unregulated paper money, and had almost no solid credit. Whenever there was a financial panic, as in 1819 and 1837, many of these banks went bankrupt.


  Summary & Analysis


  Monroe’s Era of Good Feelings: 1816–1824


  
    Events


    
      1816 - Tariff of 1816

               Bank of the United States created

               James Monroe elected president
    


    
      1818 - Treaty of 1818 establishes fixed border with Canada

               Gen. Andrew Jackson invades Florida
    


    
      1819 - Panic of 1819

               Spain cedes Florida to the United States

               House passes Tallmadge Amendment

               McCulloch v. Maryland and Dartmouth College v. Woodward cases
    


    
      1820 - Missouri Compromise reached

               Monroe reelected
    


    
      1821 - Supreme Court issues Cohens v. Virginia ruling
    


    
      1823 - Monroe Doctrine
    


    
      1824 - Russo-American Treaty of 1824

               Supreme Court issues Gibbons v. Ogden ruling
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      James Monroe - Fifth U.S. president; presided over unified Era of Good Feelings until sectional differences began to split the nation

    


    
      John Marshall - Federalist Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1801–1835; issued numerous landmark rulings

    


    
      John Quincy Adams - Son of John Adams; Monroe’s secretary of state; formulated Monroe Doctrine

    


    
      Henry Clay - Kentucky statesman; promoted American System; orchestrated Missouri Compromise

    


    
      Daniel Webster - Massachusetts senator; ardent proponent of Clay’s American System

    


    
      Andrew Jackson - Military hero; invaded Florida in 1818 Seventh U.S. president; lost disputed 1824 election to Adams but later served two terms Seventh U.S. president; actively pursued Indian removal and decommissioned the Bank of the United States

    

  


  Postwar Pride


  Although the War of 1812 essentially ended a stalemate, Americans came away from the conflict with a newfound sense of national spirit. They began to see themselves as Americans first and New Yorkers or Virginians second (although state pride didn’t disappear entirely). This American spirit boosted the popularity of the federal government, and the nationalistic War Hawks, who had agitated for the war, emerged as its new leaders.


  Henry Clay and the American System


  One of the War Hawks, Speaker of the House Henry Clay, was an ardent proponent of his three-pronged “American System” for improving the United States. First, Clay wanted to improve the financial sector of the economy. Under his leadership, Congress created another Bank of the United States in 1816 to offer easy credit. Second, Clay sought to protect struggling American manufacturers from the postwar influx of cheap British goods. He pushed through the Tariff of 1816, which placed a 20-percent tax on all foreign goods—the first tariff that Congress passed in order to protect merchants rather than just to raise revenue. Finally, Clay’s American System called for construction of new roads and canals in the West.


  Internal Improvements


  Clay’s program of internal improvements in the West was meant to help farmers ship their crops and goods and would be paid for with money raised by the Tariff of 1816. Up to that point, western farmers had a difficult time transporting their crops to eastern cities before they spoiled. The construction of new roads and canals thus helped agriculture immeasurably. Improved transportation also benefited eastern manufacturers, who suddenly had access to new markets in the West. At the same time, the construction of roads and canals accelerated the development of western cities, especially in the Ohio Valley.


  The Era of Good Feelings


  The newfound national spirit after the War of 1812 also spilled over into politics. Democratic-Republican candidate James Monroe easily defeated his weak Federalist opponent in the election of 1816, effectively killing the Federalist Party for good. With the Federalists out of the picture, the popular Democratic-Republicans were left to run the show without much opposition. One newspaper dubbed these tranquil years the “Era of Good Feelings,” and the name stuck.


  The Panic of 1819


  A string of crises toward the end of Monroe’s first term quickly dampened those good feelings, however. The first crisis hit in 1819, when overspeculation in western lands caused a financial panic. The Panic of 1819 quickly cascaded into a full-scale depression. The Bank of the United States was hit hard, and many fly-by-night “wildcat banks” in the West went bankrupt. Although all Americans were hit hard, farmers suffered the most. Hundreds were thrown into debtors’ prisons, and poverty was rampant until the economy finally recovered nearly a decade later.


  The Missouri Compromise


  Another crisis arose in 1819 when Missouri applied for admission to the Union as a slave state. Even though Missouri met all of the qualifications, the northern-dominated House of Representatives denied the territory statehood because they did not want to tip the sectional balance in favor of the South (eleven free states to twelve slave states). The House also passed the Tallmadge Amendment later in 1819, declaring that no new slaves could be taken into Missouri and that slaves already there should gradually be freed.


  Southerners, outraged at these northern attempts to eliminate slavery, blocked the Tallmadge Amendment in the Senate. Congress was deadlocked over the issue for months until Henry Clay orchestrated the Missouri Compromise. In exchange for admitting Missouri as an unrestricted slave state, Southerners agreed to admit Maine as a free state, thus preserving the sectional balance. The compromise also declared slavery illegal north of the 36° 30' parallel west of Missouri.


  Growing Sectionalism


  In hindsight, the Missouri crisis reveals that the sectional differences that led to the Civil War were present decades before open conflict finally broke out in the 1860s. Antislavery northerners had wanted to end the “peculiar institution” of slavery as far back as the Constitutional Convention. Southerners, however, had become completely dependent on slave labor to produce “king cotton.” Southern elites reasoned that if slavery didn’t expand westward, the southern way of life would certainly die.


  John Marshall and the Supreme Court


  During Monroe’s term, the Supreme Court, still under diehard Federalist Chief Justice John Marshall, issued a series of landmark rulings that also increased the power of the federal government:


  
    	Fletcher v. Peck (1810): Protected the permanence of legal contracts and established the Supreme Court’s power to overrule state laws.


    	Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819): Protected the right of private institutions to hold private contracts without state government interference.


    	McCulloch v. Maryland (1819): Declared the Bank of the United States constitutional and upheld Hamilton’s loose interpretation of the Constitution.


    	Cohens v. Virginia (1821): Established that the Supreme Court had the power to review decisions by the supreme courts of the individual states.


    	Gibbons v. Ogden (1824): Upheld the federal government’s authority to control interstate commerce.

  


  Marshall’s Legacy


  McCulloch v. Maryland was perhaps the most influential of Marshall’s rulings because it legitimized Hamilton’s belief that the Constitution had been “loosely constructed” to allow the federal government to act in the best interests of the people. Marshall’s decision thus gave future presidents and congresses a green light to enact a wide variety of legislation in accordance with the “spirit” of the Constitution. Likewise, Marshall’s Cohens v. Virginia ruling was highly influential because it helped establish the Supreme Court as the highest law of the land.


  U.S. Expansionism


  Monroe and his administration did much to cement a formal U.S. foreign policy. Secretary of State John Quincy Adams negotiated the Treaty of 1818 with Britain that set the border with Canada from Minnesota to the Rocky Mountains at the 49th parallel. The treaty also specified that the United States would occupy the Oregon Territory (present-day Oregon, Idaho, Washington, British Columbia, and part of Montana) jointly with Britain until 1828.


  In the face of a united Britain and United States, Russia abandoned its claims to Oregon in the Russo-American Treaty of 1824. Meanwhile, General Andrew Jackson illegally seized Florida from Spain, on the pretext that Spain was plotting with the Seminole tribe against the United States. Spain ceded Florida to the United States in 1819 in exchange for Washington’s retraction of its claims to Texas.


  The Monroe Doctrine


  Monroe is most famous for the foreign policy doctrine that bears his name. Devised by John Quincy Adams, the 1823 Monroe Doctrine warned European powers to stay out of the New World and stated that the region was closed to further colonization. In return, the United States would not interfere with Europe’s affairs and would recognize all existing European colonies in the New World. The doctrine also pledged Monroe’s support for the growth of democracy throughout the western hemisphere.


  Impact of the Monroe Doctrine


  The Monroe Doctrine, undoubtedly Monroe’s greatest contribution as president, has become one of the defining features of American foreign policy. Ironically, it was the British who first proposed the doctrine to John Quincy Adams, for they wanted to protect their West Indian colonies from other European powers—and, secretly, to curb U.S. expansion in the Caribbean. Sensing Britain’s motives, Adams encouraged Monroe to issue the doctrine on his own, which would give the United States more freedom than a joint U.S.-British declaration would. Ultimately, however, the British supported the Monroe Doctrine as issued, and much of the Doctrine’s authority came from the Royal Navy’s vigorous enforcement of it.


  Adams and Jackson: 1824–1833


  
    Events


    
      1824 - Presidential election of 1824 (Adams vs. Jackson) is disputed
    


    
      1825 - House of Representatives chooses Adams for the presidency
    


    
      1828 - Congress passes “Tariff of Abominations”

               Jackson is elected president
    


    
      1829 - John C. Calhoun publishes “South Carolina Exposition and Protest”
    


    
      1832 - Jackson thwarts attempt to re-charter Bank of the United States

               Congress passes Tariff of 1832

               Jackson is reelected

               South Carolina Nullification Crisis
    


    
      1833 - Congress passes Compromise Tariff of 1833

               Congress passes Force Bill
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      John Quincy Adams - Sixth U.S. president; won disputed election against Andrew Jackson

    


    
      John C. Calhoun - Vice president to both Adams and Jackson; major voice of the South in national politics

    


    
      Henry Clay - Kentuckian statesman; major voice of the West in national politics; orchestrated Compromise Tariff of 1833

    


    
      Daniel Webster - Massachusetts senator; major voice of the Northeast in national politics

    

  


  The Election of 1824


  The Era of Good Feelings was definitely over by the time the 1824 election rolled around. Controversy over the Missouri Compromise and Monroe Doctrine, combined with the depression that followed the Panic of 1819, undermined national unity. Five candidates—all of them Democratic-Republican—ran for the presidency that year.


  Initially, Secretary of State John Quincy Adams was the strongest candidate. Also popular was Speaker of the House Henry Clay. Then, in the summer of 1824, General Andrew Jackson threw himself into the race. Although he had little political experience, he became the dominant candidate because he was the most popular man in the country. In the end, Jackson received more popular votes than the others, but no candidate won enough electoral votes to become president.


  The “Corrupt Bargain”


  As was the case in 1800, the House of Representatives had to elect the next president. Because of Clay’s last-minute support, the House chose Adams. But when Adams then named Clay his secretary of state, Americans were outraged. Most of the American presidents up to this point had served previously as secretaries of state, and the position was commonly regarded to be the stepping-stone to the presidency. Jacksonites thus clamored that Adams had won only because of a “corrupt bargain” with Clay. His reputation ruined, Adams remained politically impotent throughout his four years.


  Growing Sectionalism


  The election of 1824 was different from previous elections in that support for candidates was highly sectional. In the late 1700s, Federalists and Democratic-Republicans alike drew support from the North as well as the South. Then, during the Era of Good Feelings, most Americans identified with the Democratic-Republicans. In 1824, however, this unity had disappeared: Adams carried New England solidly, while Jackson relied on the South and West. The results of the 1828 election were similarly divided by region.


  Regionalism vs. Federalism


  Akin to the growing sectionalism in the United States was the emerging power struggle between regionalism and federalism. President Jackson was the embodiment of federal power. Though a Democrat, he firmly believed that the federal government should have the final say over the states. He also demonstrated on numerous occasions that he felt the presidency to be the strongest of the three branches of government.


  On the other hand, sectional politicians were emerging as well. Henry Clay from Kentucky became the voice of the West, lobbying to improve western infrastructure to facilitate transportation and help the growing agricultural economy. Clay’s ally Daniel Webster, from Massachusetts, was the primary advocate for the North, campaigning for infrastructure as well as higher protective tariffs to help Northern manufacturers. The primary voice of the South was the states’ righter John C. Calhoun.


  The Election of 1828 and “Old Hickory”


  Jackson ran again in 1828 for the Democratic-Republicans (by this time known simply as the Democrats). Adams ran against Jackson as a National Republican but lost after carrying only New England. Jackson, who had appeal with the common men of America, took all of the West and South.


  In reality, Jackson—or “Old Hickory,” as many called him—was a wealthy slave owner, lawyer, and general who had almost nothing in common with the average westerner. Still, his reputation as a fighting frontiersman and his military prowess proved more popular than the stuffy Adams from New England.


  The Spoils System


  Upon taking office, Jackson immediately surrounded himself with like-minded cronies, distributing the spoils of victory to greedy office-seekers who had supported him throughout his legal, military, and political careers. Jackson defended this spoils system with arguments that Washington needed a change of pace, but opponents slammed him for filling the administration with democratic rabble and abusing his powers of office. Indeed, many of these spoils-seekers did turn out to be corrupt and untrustworthy.


  The Tariff of Abominations


  Jackson’s first political battle came soon after his election and involved the always-sticky issue of tariffs. Jackson’s supporters, bitter after his 1824 loss to Adams, had pushed for the passage of an incredibly steep tariff. The Jacksonites believed that southern congressmen would kill the tariff before it became law, which would anger pro-tariff New Englanders, who would blame Adams and vote him out of office.


  Unfortunately for the Democrats, the tariff was actually passed in 1828, after Jackson had already defeated Adams. Southerners, who imported many foreign goods and had no manufacturing of their own, cried out against the Tariff of 1828, which they labeled the “Tariff of Abominations,” claiming that it made Yankees rich at their expense. Jackson’s vice president, John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, led the protests against the tariff by writing an anonymous essay called “South Carolina Exposition and Protest” in 1829. Inspired by the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions of 1798–1799, Calhoun’s pamphlet argued that the individual states in the South should declare the tariff null and void.


  The Nullification Crisis


  For the next four years, South Carolinians tried to muster enough votes within the state legislature to act on Calhoun’s proposal. Even though Jackson himself disliked the tariff, he stood firmly against nullification and disobedience of the federal government. Congress did pass another lower tariff, the Tariff of 1832, as a gesture of goodwill to the South, but southerners still objected.


  Eventually, the South Carolinians succeeded, and legislators met at a special convention in 1832 to nullify the Tariff of Abominations within the state. Jackson, enraged at the action, dispatched the navy to the South Carolina coast and prepared an army task force of Unionist troops.


  The Compromise Tariff of 1833


  Fortunately, no shots were ever fired, for the ever-diplomatic Henry Clay proposed a compromise. He suggested that Congress draft a new tariff that would lower the duties over time to the percentage stipulated by the Tariff of 1816. Northern manufacturers protested the loss of their protection, but South Carolinians jumped at the opportunity to resolve the situation without bloodshed. As a result, Congress passed the Compromise Tariff of 1833.


  To prevent any future nullification showdowns, Congress simultaneously passed the Force Bill, which authorized the president to use military force to collect tariff duties. Clay thus ended a crisis that could have thrown the North and South into a civil war thirty years earlier than it actually occurred.


  Worsening Sectionalism


  The Nullification Crisis marked a turning point in North-South relations. More than anything else, southerners saw the Tariff of Abominations as a northern attack on their way of life. Since the political duel over Missouri, southerners had grown increasingly suspicious of what they perceived to be northern designs to stifle them. Indeed, northerners in general were growing increasingly critical of the South’s dependence on slavery. The Nullification Crisis proved to be a boiling point: whereas the regions, though different, had coexisted peacefully in the past, they grew increasingly more hostile toward each other after 1832. This trend would continue until the outbreak of the Civil War.


  Jackson and the Whigs: 1830–1844


  
    Events


    
      1830 - Congress passes Indian Removal Act
    


    
      1832 - Black Hawk War
    


    
      1834 - Whig Party forms
    


    
      1835 - Start of Second Seminole War
    


    
      1836 - Bank of the United States’ charter expires

               Jackson issues Specie Circular

               Martin Van Buren is elected president
    


    
      1837 - Panic of 1837
    


    
      1838 - U.S. army forcibly removes Cherokee on “Trail of Tears”
    


    
      1840 - Van Buren establishes independent U.S. treasury

               William Henry Harrison is elected president
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      Nicholas Biddle - President of the Bank of the United States; exerted significant influence on U.S. economy

    


    
      Henry Clay - Kentucky statesman; co-founder of Whig Party

    


    
      Daniel Webster - Massachusetts senator; co-founder of Whig Party

    


    
      Martin Van Buren - Eighth U.S. president; inherited depression from Panic of 1837

    


    
      William Henry Harrison - Ninth U.S. president; died after only a month in office

    


    
      John Tyler - Tenth U.S. president; angered fellow Whigs by opposing most of their agenda

    

  


  The Age of Jackson


  The Age of Jackson and the “Jacksonian Democracy” that it brought with it were markedly different from anything the nation had yet experienced. Unlike the early republic, which had been dominated by wealthy politicians, the Age of Jackson was a new age of the common man, a period of American cultural history that shunned wealth and aristocracy in favor of humble origins, log cabins, and frontier ruggedness.


  During this period, more and more American men were granted the right to vote, as property ownership and literacy restrictions for voting were abolished in more and more places. As universal manhood suffrage became the norm, the lower and middle classes gained an outlet to express their political opinions.


  The Indian Removal Act


  Prior to his political career, Jackson had spent much of his life in the military, clearing the West of Native Americans. During the War of 1812, he had routed the Creek Nation (allied with Britain), and had spent subsequent years pursuing the Seminoles in Florida. As president, he continued to push native peoples off their lands to make room for white American farmers. In 1830, Jackson and congressional Democrats passed the Indian Removal Act to remove, by force, all Indians east of the Mississippi to “permanent” reservations in present-day Oklahoma and Nebraska.


  The Indian Removal Act reversed many earlier policies that recognized Native American lands as foreign soil. Some tribes, such as the Cherokees, had expended great effort in attempt to integrate themselves with the new American society. They had created a tribal government based on separation of powers and checks and balances and had embraced agriculture and the market economy. In the 1831 case Cherokee Nation v. State of Georgia, the Supreme Court had ruled that the Cherokee had legal rights to their lands. Nonetheless, Jackson pursued his removal agenda mercilessly. Many of the relocated tribes were lumped together on one huge reservation, which made it difficult for them to preserve culture and tribal identity over the years.


  The Trail of Tears


  Throughout the 1830s, the U.S. Army supervised the relocation of more than 100,000 members of the Chickasaw, Creek, Choctaw, Cherokee, Seminole, Sauk, and Fox tribes. Most of these Native Americans had to travel the roughly 1,000 miles on foot, sometimes in chains. Tens of thousands died on the journey, which was labeled the Trail of Tears.


  Some tribes, however, resisted resettlement. Consequently, U.S. Army troops crushed the Sauks and Foxes in the Black Hawk War of 1832 and the Seminoles in the Second Seminole War of 1835–1842.


  The Bank of the United States


  Jackson also battled the Bank of the United States, one of the cornerstones of the American economy, during his term. Chartered in 1816 and headed by Nicholas Biddle, the Bank held all federal gold and silver deposits and thus had significant control over credit and monetary policy.


  Many politicians, such as Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, believed that the Bank provided the needed stability in the transition to a market economy. Jackson, however, hated it because it was a private institution and thus outside government control. To him and to many debt-ridden western farmers, the Bank represented the corrupt moneyed interests of wealthy fat-cat investors who cared only about their own money.


  The Bank War


  Clay, in a bid to gain political support for the upcoming election of 1832, pushed a bill through Congress to renew the Bank’s charter for another twenty years. He hoped that this move would put Jackson in a bind: if the president signed the bill, he would loose western votes, but if he vetoed it, he would lose the support of wealthier eastern voters.


  Jackson initiated a Bank War, vetoing the bill and claiming that the Bank of the United States was unconstitutional. Overjoyed, Clay had Jackson’s veto message printed and distributed throughout the country. The move backfired, however, because westerners hailed the president as a savior of the common American.


  The Election of 1832


  The Bank became a central issue in the election of 1832. Democrats nominated Jackson for a second term, while Clay ran on the National Republican ticket. In addition, the Anti-Masonic Party, the first third party in a U.S. presidential election, ran a candidate. Jackson received a greater number of popular votes and trounced Clay with 219 to 49 votes in the Electoral College.


  The Bank’s Dissolution


  Endowed with what he believed to be a mandate, Jackson immediately dismantled the Bank of the United States by withholding all federal gold and silver deposits and redepositing them in smaller “wildcat banks,” many of which were unsound. The Bank withered away until its charter finally expired in 1836. Afraid that the Bank’s death would encourage investors to overspeculate in western lands, Jackson also issued the Specie Circular in 1836, which required all land to be purchased with hard currency.


  The Whig Party


  Jackson’s destruction of the Bank sparked a heated debate within the leadership of the Democratic Party. Some, such as Clay and Webster, believed that Jackson had violated the Constitution in killing the Bank and introduced a motion to censure the president. Other politicians followed suit, and Clay and Webster quickly became the leaders of a new political faction. Calling themselves the Whigs (in reference to an British political party opposed to royal prerogatives), they stood against Jackson and in favor of progressive social reforms, better education, internal improvements, and limits on westward expansion. The Whigs embraced the transition to a market economy and thus won support from the wealthy manufacturers in the North as well as the cotton-growing plantation owners in the South.


  The Election of 1836


  By 1836, the Whigs had gained enough support to nominate several presidential candidates, hoping that one of them would be able to oust the Democrats. Because Jackson was too old to run for reelection in 1836, he threw his support behind his secretary of state, Martin Van Buren. Van Buren wasn’t the most popular choice, but Democrats chose him anyway because of his ties to Jackson. Van Buren easily defeated the scattered and divided Whig candidates.


  Jackson’s Legacy


  Jackson increased the power of the executive office more than any previous president. He repeatedly ignored the Supreme Court, challenged the Constitution when he dismantled the Bank of the United States, and changed the nature of the presidential veto. Jackson wielded executive power so forcefully that his National Republican and Whig enemies dubbed him “King Andrew I.”


  Jackson’s veto of the Bank charter was especially revolutionary. Whereas previous presidents had vetoed bills that they believed to be unconstitutional, Jackson’s veto marked the first time that a president vetoed a bill because he personally disliked it. Jackson’s action reminded Americans that even though the Supreme Court had the power of judicial review, it had to rely on the compliance of the president to carry out its decisions.


  The Panic of 1837


  Unfortunately, Jackson’s action imperiled the nation’s economy by causing the devastating Panic of 1837 and subsequent depression. His removal of federal funds from the Bank of the United States undermined the country’s credit and financial stability and prompted the wildcat banks to print their own paper money, which flooded the economy and spurred inflation. Because few poor farmers had any hard currency, they had no way to purchase land.


  Van Buren and the Treasury


  Van Buren’s presidency was blighted by the Panic of 1837 and the depression that followed. Prices fell, hundreds of banks shut down, and millions found themselves out of work or too poor to farm. Van Buren, believing that government dollars had collapsed many of the wildcat banks, had Congressional Democrats pass the Independent Treasury Bill to redeposit these dollars in a new, independent U.S. Treasury.


  The Election of 1840


  The Whigs rebounded with General William Henry Harrison in 1840. A former governor of Indiana Territory, Harrison had become a national star after his success against Native Americans at the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811 and against the British in the War of 1812. Although he came from a prominent Eastern family, Whigs played him as a log cabin–born, hard cider–drinking frontiersman.


  Democrats rallied behind Van Buren half-heartedly, but his name had become so associated with the economic depression that he had little chance to win. Though Harrison won the popular vote by a slim margin, he received almost four times as many electoral votes as Van Buren.


  The Rise of the Whigs


  The election of 1840 marked the beginning of the era when political loyalties in the United States were divided between the Democrats and the Whigs. The Whigs, however, were short-lived, and the country soon moved into a period in which the major opposing political forces were the Democrats and Republicans.


  Harrison and Tyler


  Whig leaders rejoiced when William Henry Harrison became president in 1840 because they expected to push forward the domestic programs that Henry Clay had begun under his American System years earlier. The celebration ended abruptly, however, when Harrison died of pneumonia after only a month in office. Relatively unknown Vice President John Tyler became the next president.


  A former Democrat from Virginia, Tyler had become a Whig several years earlier only because he couldn’t stand Andrew Jackson’s autocratic leadership. However, Tyler was a political misfit and a Whig in name only; party leaders had selected him as Harrison’s running mate only because he could attract Southern votes.


  Tyler’s Troubled Presidency


  No longer really a Democrat, but certainly not a true Whig, Tyler found himself between a rock and a hard place during his presidency. Like a Whig, he approved of an 1841 congressional bill that would dismantle Martin Van Buren’s independent treasury. After much negotiation, Tyler also approved of the higher Tariff of 1842. Like a Democrat, though, he repeatedly and stubbornly refused to revive the Bank of the United States or to fund internal improvements. Whig leaders grew so irate with Tyler that they eventually expelled him from the party.


  Manifest Destiny: 1835–1850


  
    Events


    
      1836 - Texas declares independence from Mexico

               Battle of the Alamo

               Congress refuses to annex Texas
    


    
      1841 - John Tyler becomes president upon Harrison’s death
    


    
      1842 - Webster-Ashburton Treaty ends Aroostook War

               Congress passes Tariff of 1842
    


    
      1844 - James K. Polk is elected president
    


    
      1845 - United States annexes Texas

               Congress is presented with Wilmot Proviso
    


    
      1846 - Congress passes Walker Tariff

               United States and Britain resolve dispute over Oregon

               Mexican War erupts
    


    
      1847 - General Winfield Scott captures Mexico City
    


    
      1848 - United States and Mexico sign Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
    


    
      1849 - Peak of California Gold Rush
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      Daniel Webster - Secretary of state under Tyler; negotiated Webster-Ashburton Treaty

    


    
      Frederick Jackson Turner - Historian of the late 1800s who explored the importance of the frontier in U.S. history

    

  


  Manifest Destiny


  During the 1830s and 1840s, American nationalism and westward expansion had merged into the widespread belief in manifest destiny. Proud of their democratic roots and traditions, faced with a seemingly boundless continent, many Americans thought of themselves as the forbearers of freedom.


  Nationalistic revivalist preachers added fuel to the fire by proclaiming that Americans were God’s chosen people and that it was their right and duty to spread democracy and Protestantism from sea to shining sea. Many also looked to nearby Canada and Mexico, and even as far away as South America. Whereas the Old World had been dominated by monarchy and aristocracy, Americans were determined that the whole of the New World would be free.


  Western Trails


  Settlers moving west took any of several major routes, most of which started in Missouri. Of these, the Oregon Trail is most famous. Hundreds of thousands of Americans moved to Oregon Territory (now Washington, Oregon, and Idaho) during the years before the Civil War, most of them settling in the fertile Willamette Valley.


  The Mormon Trail to Utah and Nevada was also popular, as was the Santa Fe Trail to New Mexico, and the California Trail to Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay area. Because there were no railroads in the West, the transcontinental journey had to be made in wagons or on horseback. Thousands even made most of the journey on foot.


  Life in the West


  People left their homes in the East for new opportunities, for adventure, or for religious reasons—or to strike it rich, after gold was discovered in California in 1848. Life on the trails and on the frontier was difficult because of weather, disease, and bandits, and thousands of travelers never made it to their destinations. Many of the first settlers were criminals who had fled the states to escape sentences or execution. There was little law enforcement except for the occasional band of vigilantes. There were also few or no women in many areas.


  Territorial Disputes with Britain


  The manifest-destiny fervor exacerbated territorial tensions with Britain—tensions that had been mounting since the War of 1812. Although some disputes had been temporarily settled during Monroe’s and Adams’s presidencies, several major issues remained unresolved.


  The Aroostook War


  The two sides almost came to blows when frontiersmen in Maine and Canada started a small war for control of land in northern Maine in 1842. This Aroostook War (after the Aroostook River in Maine) convinced both Britain and the United States that a settlement needed to be negotiated before the fighting in the wilderness became a full-scale war. Fortunately, Daniel Webster (who served as Tyler’s secretary of state) and Lord Ashburton of Britain agreed on a permanent border between Maine and Canada in the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842.


  Oregon and 54° 40'


  Britain and the United States also clashed over the Oregon Territory, and the dispute proved harder to solve. The two countries had occupied the territory jointly until 1828, at which time Britain had offered the United States everything south of the 49th parallel—the present-day border between Washington State and Canada. Most Americans, however, wanted nothing less than the entire territory, everything up to the 54° 40' parallel (up to the southern tip of Alaska). Although Britain had better claims to the land, the number of Americans in the territory far outnumbered the British, who numbered only several hundred. This unresolved issue, a hot topic in the election of 1840, was not resolved until several years later.


  The Lone Star Republic


  The other major land issue in the 1840s was Texas, which had declared its independence from Mexico in 1836 and had immediately requested U.S. statehood. Northern Whigs and opponents of slavery, however, protested the creation of another state in the South and blocked the move to annex the fledgling country in Congress. The U.S. neutrality pledge also prevented it from interfering. So for the time being, the United States could offer nothing more than formal recognition. Mexico tried several times over the next decade to reconquer their rebellious Texas province without success.


  Britain’s Plans for Texas


  Forced to protect itself, Texas negotiated trade and security treaties with several European powers. Britain in particular became very interested in Texas: it hoped to use Texas as a buffer to curb U.S. expansion. With the United States unable to expand beyond Texas, Britain hoped to weaken the Monroe Doctrine and perhaps gain new territories in North America again. In addition, Britain hoped that Texas cotton could end England’s dependence on American cotton. American policymakers were furious when they learned of Britain’s plans, so Texas thus became the hottest topic in the election of 1844.


  The Significance of the West


  Historian Frederick Jackson Turner argued in his 1893 paper “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” that the West and expansionism during the nineteenth century had an extraordinary impact on American government and society. He argued that a seemingly endless frontier made Americans different from Europeans and helped them develop democracy, individualism, and egalitarianism. Though mostly overlooked when it was first published (and still debated among historians today), Turner’s argument has become a landmark work in American historical scholarship.


  The Mexican War: 1844–1848


  
    Events


    
      1844 - James K. Polk is elected president
    


    
      1845 - The U.S. annexes Texas
    


    
      1846 - Congress passes the Walker Tariff

               Independent Treasury is reestablished

               U.S. resolves dispute over Oregon with Britain

               Mexican War erupts

               John Frémont seizes California
    


    
      1847 - General Winfield Scott captures Mexico City
    


    
      1848 - United States and Mexico sign Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      James K. Polk - Eleventh U.S. president; expansionist Democrat from Kentucky; acquired Oregon and California; fought the Mexican war

    


    
      Henry Clay - Unsuccessful Whig candidate against Polk in 1844 election

    


    
      Zachary Taylor - Twelfth U.S. president; Mexican War hero; tried to dodge controversy over westward expansion of slavery

    

  


  The Election of 1844


  For the election of 1844, the Democrats nominated Speaker of the House James K. Polk on a platform supporting the annexation of Texas and demanding all of the Oregon Territory to the 54° 40' line. The Whigs, having formally kicked President John Tyler out of their party, Whigs selected Henry Clay (his third presidential bid). The new antislavery Liberty Party also nominated a weak candidate, mainly for show. In the end, though, Polk won 170 electoral votes to Clay’s 105; surprisingly, the Liberty Party stole just enough votes from Clay to tip the election toward the Democrats.


  Annexing Texas


  Tyler, concluding that Polk’s victory was a mandate from the American people to annex Texas, put the issue to a vote in both houses of Congress. Thus, in 1845, Congress officially annexed the Lone Star Republic. Mexico was outraged: they had refused to recognize Texas independence in 1836 and believed that the rebellious state would one day be reconquered. After the annexation announcement, Mexico withdrew its ambassador from Washington, D.C.


  Then, a border dispute exacerbated the situation: whereas the United States claimed that Texas extended all the way south to the Río Grande, Mexico claimed that Texas was smaller, ending further north at the Nueces River. Both sides sent troops to the region, the Americans camping north of the Nueces and the Mexicans to the south of the Río Grande.


  Polk’s Presidency


  Polk went to the White House with a specific “to-do” list and accomplished all of his goals by the time he left. First, with the Walker Tariff of 1846, he reduced the tariff that had crept higher and higher since 1842. The new tariff set taxes on foreign goods at around 35 percent. Second, Polk reestablished the independent treasury that Martin Van Buren had created and that Tyler had decommissioned.


  In addition, Polk wanted westward expansion, especially into Oregon and California. California had recently become a hot topic and prize in the West for its San Francisco Bay. However, acquisition of California would be difficult: it belonged to Mexico, which was not on good terms with the United States.


  Acquiring Oregon


  Acquiring Oregon was not difficult but did spark controversy. Recognizing that it could never win the population war in Oregon, Britain proposed giving the United States all of Oregon south of the 49th parallel rather than quarreling for the entire territory up to 54° 40'. The Senate agreed to the compromise, despite protests from many Americans who wanted the entire territory.


  Polk Asks for War


  California was more difficult. In 1845, Polk sent an envoy to Mexico City to offer Mexico as much as $30 million for present-day California, Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico. The envoy, however, was never even allowed to make the offer and instead was ordered out of the country. Polk then ordered General Zachary Taylor and 1,500 troops to prepare to march to the Río Grande. Provoked, Mexican troops crossed the Río Grande and attacked Taylor in April 1846.


  Immediately after he received the news, Polk “reluctantly” requested Congress to declare war. Congress granted Polk’s request after much debate. Whigs were particularly skeptical about who had actually started the war. Abraham Lincoln—then a congressman from Illinois—continually badgered Polk to identify the exact spot where the Mexicans had engaged Taylor. These “spot resolutions” gave the president a black eye and led many to believe that Polk had wanted and provoked the war himself.


  The Mexican War


  The United States did not lose a single battle during the two-year war. Several months after the war had begun, John Frémont—an explorer and Polk’s agent in California—seized Los Angeles and accepted California’s surrender. With California secure, Polk then concentrated on campaigns in Santa Fe, Buena Vista, and Monterrey, and eventually captured Mexico City.


  The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo


  In 1848, the two sides signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, in which Mexico gave up nearly half of its territory to the United States (present-day California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas). The United States agreed to pay Mexico $15 million in exchange.


  Public Opinion of the War


  The Mexican War was a fairly popular war with the American people, for land-hungry settlers had been itching for more territory to farm and settle in the West. As a result, tens of thousands of American men enlisted in the army within the span of just two years. The spoils of war were demonstrable, as the size of the United States increased by a third.


  For politicians, however, the war opened a huge can of worms. Accusations flew over who had actually started the war and why the war was being fought. Many Whigs (and historians) questioned Polk’s motives, believing that the war was more about California and manifest destiny than it was about Texas or U.S. security.


  A Renewed Debate Over Slavery


  The war also renewed old debates on the westward expansion of slavery; some historians have claimed that in many ways the Mexican War was the first round between the North and South in the Civil War. On one side were the Whigs and a growing number of abolitionists in the North, who were adamantly against letting slavery spread. Against them stood the entire South and a majority of Democrats, who believed that expanding slavery was essential to the survival of their economy and society. This debate became the major issue—really the only issue—during the next decade until the outbreak of the Civil War.


  The Market Revolution: 1793–1860


  
    Events


    
      1793 - Eli Whitney invents the cotton gin
    


    
      1797 - Whitney invents interchangeable parts for firearms
    


    
      1807 - Robert Fulton invents the steamboat
    


    
      1823 - Lowell Mills opens in Massachusetts
    


    
      1825 - Erie Canal is completed
    


    
      1828 - First U.S. railroad appears
    


    
      1834 - Cyrus McCormick invents the mechanical mower-reaper

               National Trades Union forms
    


    
      1835 - Samuel F. B. Morse invents the telegraph
    


    
      1837 - Cumberland road (National Road) is completed
    


    
      1838 - John Deere invents the steel plow
    


    
      1842 - Massachusetts legalizes labor unions in Commonwealth v. Hunt
    


    
      1844 - New England Female Labor Reform Association forms
    


    
      1846 - Elias Howe invents the sewing machine
    


    
      1858 - First transatlantic telegraph cable unites Europe and the Americas
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      Eli Whitney - Inventor of the cotton gin and interchangeable parts, which revolutionized both southern agriculture and northern manufacturing

    


    
      Cyrus McCormick - Inventor of the mechanical mower-reaper, which enabled profitable wheat farming in the West

    

  


  The Market Revolution


  The antebellum era was a time not only of profound political change but also of great technological and economic innovation. The Industrial Revolution, which began in Europe in the 1700s, had produced new inventions and methods of production. American inventors transformed the U.S. economy with new innovations of their own. This rapid development of manufacturing and improved farming had such a profound effect on American society that historians often refer to it as the Market Revolution.


  Eli Whitney and the Cotton Gin


  The first major innovation in the Market Revolution was Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin in 1793. For most of the 1700s, Americans had lacked cotton, despite the fact that they had waterways for transport and the ability to construct textile factories. Southern planters had tried to grow cotton, but they had abandoned it for rice and tobacco because cotton had proved too labor-intensive: it took one slave an entire day to separate just one pound of cottonseeds from the fibers.


  The cotton gin revolutionized cotton harvesting by separating the cottonseeds and fibers automatically—it allowed one slave to produce fifty pounds of cotton in one day. Within several years of the cotton gin’s invention, cotton had become a major crop in the South, and factories in the North were producing cotton cloth.


  The New Cotton Economy


  The cotton gin had profound, wide-reaching effects on American history and society. Southern planters abandoned almost all other crops in favor of the newly profitable cotton. In addition, planters required enormous increases in slave labor to plant enough cotton to take advantage of their new production capacity. As a result, thousands more slaves from Africa and the West Indies were purchased before the slave trade was banned in 1808. The size of individual plantations increased, from relatively small plots to huge farms with as many as several hundred slaves each.


  The cotton industry in turn spurred enterprising northerners to build factories: southern farmers supplied the cotton, northern factories spun it into cloth, and the finished cloth was then either used at home or shipped abroad. The development of factories produced a larger, richer merchant class and helped create the wage worker, who was paid by the hour to tend to the machinery or cloth in the factory.


  Interchangeable Parts


  Several years later, Whitney also perfected a system of producing muskets with interchangeable parts. Prior to Whitney’s invention, most muskets—and all other goods—had been handmade with parts especially designed for each particular musket. The trigger of one musket, for example, could not be used to replace a broken trigger on another musket. With interchangeable parts, however, all triggers fit the same model of musket, as did all ramrods, all flash pans, all hammers, and all bullets. Manufacturers in many different industries soon took advantage of Whitney’s invention to make a variety of goods with interchangeable parts.


  Agriculture in the West


  Many new products revolutionized agriculture in the West. John Deere, for example, invented a horse-pulled steel plow to replace the difficult oxen-driven wooden plows that farmers had used for centuries. The steel plow allowed farmers to till soil faster and more cheaply without having to make repairs as often.


  In the 1830s, Cyrus McCormick invented a mechanical mower-reaper that quintupled the efficiency of wheat farming. Prior to the mower-reaper, wheat farming had been too difficult, so farmers had instead produced corn, which was less profitable. As in the South after the cotton gin, farmers in the West raked in huge profits as they acquired more lands to plant more and more wheat. More important, farmers for the first time began producing more wheat than the West could consume. Rather than let it go to waste, they began to transport crop surpluses to sell in the manufacturing Northeast.


  Regional Specialization


  Over time, regional specialization emerged: the West farmed to feed the Northeast, the South grew cotton to ship to the Northeast, and the Northeast produced manufactured goods to sell in the West and South. The roads, canals, and other internal improvements made under Henry Clay’s American System made this nationwide trade possible.


  Steamboats


  The steamboat, invented by Robert Fulton in 1807, permitted fast two-way traffic on the nation’s new waterways. Within a couple of decades, steamboats were in use on all of the major rivers, canals, and eventually on the high seas. The steamboat completely changed shipping: for the first time in history, mariners didn’t have to rely on winds and currents, so they could travel directly to any port at any time. Planters in Missouri, Mississippi, and Louisiana, for example, could easily and cheaply ship cotton, rice, and sugar upriver on the Mississippi rather than send it around Florida and up the Eastern seaboard, as they had previously done.


  Transportation: North vs. South


  The Erie Canal, completed in 1825, was only the first of several canals in the North that linked western farmers with eastern manufacturers. Other major canals were built in Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Few canals were built in the South: the South produced enough food to feed itself, and it relied on Atlantic shipping to send cotton to the North and to receive manufactured goods.


  This relative isolation of the South prevented the South from modernizing and improving its standard of living to the degree that the North and West did. Although the standard of living improved in all three regions, the South lagged behind. Northern manufacturers shipped most of their finished products to the West, while the West grew rich on Northern grain purchases. Better transportation in the North—canals, roads, and especially railroads—would be a major factor in the war as well.


  Railroads


  Railroads also allowed people and goods to move faster and more cheaply. At first, railroads were confined mostly to the Eastern seaboard (from Virginia to Boston) and in the West (from Chicago to Pittsburgh). In the 1850s, though, Americans laid tens of thousands of miles of track, mostly in the North.


  The Telegraph


  Long-distance communication was revolutionized by Samuel F. B. Morse’s invention of the telegraph in 1835 (as well as the Morse code system that bears his name). The first transatlantic cable was laid in 1858, enabling rapid communication between the United States and Europe.


  Changing Society and Culture: 1820–1860


  
    Events


    
      1830s - Transcendentalist movement begins
    


    
      1837 - Oberlin College opens as a coeducational institution

               Mary Lyon establishes Mount Holyoke Seminary
    


    
      1850 - Nathaniel Hawthorne publishes The Scarlet Letter
    


    
      1851 - Herman Melville publishes Moby-Dick
    


    
      1854 - Henry David Thoreau writes Walden
    


    
      1855 - Walt Whitman publishes Leaves of Grass
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      Martin Van Buren - Eighth U.S. president; set ten-hour workday for federal employees

    


    
      Ralph Waldo Emerson - Essayist and philosopher; one of the foremost Transcendentalists

    


    
      Henry David Thoreau - Essayist and philosopher; another major Transcendenalist

    


    
      Walt Whitman - Poet who espoused individualism; most famous for Leaves of Grass

    


    
      Herman Melville - Novelist; wrote whaling epic Moby-Dick

    

  


  Urbanization in the North


  The Market Revolution caused major changes in northern society, as more and more Americans moved to large cities. New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and other major cities tripled or even quadrupled in size from 1820 to 1860 as people left their farms to find work in the cities.


  Wage Labor


  One byproduct of the increase in manufacturing and mass migration to the cities was the development of wage labor. As more factories sprang up in the North, more workers were needed to tend to the machines. Rather than learn a trade skill, these day laborers worked alongside scores of others for as many as sixteen hours a day, six or seven days a week, for a meager hourly wage.


  Though many early wage laborers were children, often under the age of thirteen, most were men. Some factories, such as the Lowell Mills in Massachusetts, employed only girls and young women. These factories provided room and board and attempted to “moralize” the women with heavy doses of religious preaching and strict discipline.


  Labor Strikes


  Although wealthy business owners loved cheap wage labor, workers suffered, and few had any recourse to redress their grievances. Collective bargaining was illegal, and factory owners could always hire replacement workers, or “scabs,” if employees refused to work. Some workers, particularly women, risked prosecution and initiated a series of strikes in the 1820s and 1830s to improve working conditions.


  Labor Unions and Reforms


  These labor strikes became more prominent in the national news around the same time that the National Trades Union—one of the nation’s first unions—formed in 1834. Eventually, the government began to take action: in 1840, President Martin Van Buren succeeded in establishing a ten-hour working day for all federal employees engaged in public works projects; in 1842, the Massachusetts Supreme Court legalized trade unions in Commonwealth v. Hunt. Nevertheless, it would be decades before unions gained any real power to bargain effectively.


  German and Irish Immigration


  In the 1840s and 1850s, urbanization in the North accelerated as millions of immigrants from Europe settled in northern cities. Facing starvation from the Potato Famine of the mid-1840s, over 100,000 Irish immigrants came to the United States every year in the late 1840s and 1850s to find new opportunities. Though most settled in New York, Boston, and later in Chicago, Irish quarters sprang up in every major northern city.


  German immigrants also arrived en masse during the same period. Many came to escape persecution after a democratic revolution in Germany in 1848 had failed. The German immigrants were generally wealthier than the Irish and therefore rarely settled in the cities.


  A significant number of native-born Americans resented immigrant groups. These “nativists” denigrated the Irish and Germans as ignorant and inferior and also discriminated against them because of their Catholic background.


  The Know-Nothings


  In the 1850s, many nativists joined the anti-immigration American Party, or Know-Nothing Party. Most Know-Nothings were Protestant middle-class Americans whose jobs could be threatened by unskilled Irish and German workers. The party’s base was primarily northern: manufacturing and wage jobs were located almost exclusively in the North, so the “immigrant problem” was not a factor in the South. The Know-Nothing Party was popular enough to take control of a few northern state legislatures in the 1850s and to field a major presidential candidate, Millard Fillmore, in the 1856 election. The Know-Nothings, though a minority, were thus highly influential in politics at the time.


  A New National Culture


  American intellectuals began to address these startling social and political changes in new novels, poems, and essays. In New England, for example, the Transcendentalists argued that there is knowledge beyond what the senses can perceive and that ultimate truth “transcends” the physical world. Between 1830 and 1850, Transcendentalists such as essayists Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau and poet Walt Whitman championed self-reliance, independence, and a fierce individuality that matched the character of the developing nation.


  Poets John Greenleaf Whittier and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and novelist Louisa May Alcott also wrote about the new America. Other commentators, including the so-called Dark Romantics, who included poet Edgar Allan Poe and novelists Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne, had a more critical view of American society in the years before the Civil War.


  The “Cult of Domesticity”


  Generally, women were shut out from the economic opportunities of the Market Revolution. Through the antebellum years, many Americans continued to believe that men and women worked in separate spheres—men outside the home, and women inside. Often labeled the “Cult of Domesticity,” this social norm encouraged “good” women to be responsible not only for day-to-day housekeeping but also for making the home a happy and nurturing environment for their wage laborer husbands. Women were also expected to educate their children and provide moral guidance. Higher education did not become an option for women until the late 1830s (see The Spirit of Reform, p. 52).


  Status Quo in the South


  While the North and West experienced dramatic social and economic change, the South remained relatively unchanged between 1820 and 1860 because of the region’s reliance on cotton production. After the invention of the cotton gin, cotton production proved so profitable that by 1860, the South was producing 75 percent of the cotton supply used in British textile factories.


  Southern Social Hierarchy


  As the North became increasingly democratic, the South continued to adhere to the old, almost feudal social order. At the top were a select few, extremely wealthy, white plantation owners who controlled the southern legislatures and represented the South in Congress. Then came the farmers who owned one or two slaves, followed by the poor and sometimes landless whites. Black slaves were confined to the bottom of the social hierarchy.


  Though slaves did the bulk of the manual labor on the largest cotton plantations, not all whites owned slaves. In fact, only about one in four southern males owned slaves in the 1850s, and those men usually owned only one or two slaves. Most southern whites were poor subsistence farmers who grew food only for their own use.


  Attempts to Justify Slavery


  Despite the rampant poverty and social inequity, the vast majority of southern whites believed firmly in the superiority of their social system. Ironically, the poorest whites often were the most ardent supporters of slavery, because they dreamed of becoming rich planters with slaves of their own.


  Slaveholders attempted to justify slavery in many ways. Some championed the “paternal” nature of slavery by arguing that they took care of the “inferior race” as fathers would small children. Others told themselves that blacks were better off as slaves in America than as “savages” in Africa. More often, however, defensive slave owners pointed accusing fingers at the North, claiming that the impersonal industrial system in the North was based on “wage slavery.”


  The Deepening North-South Divide


  As time passed and the rapidly changing society in the North outpaced the sluggish South, Americans in the North and South began to see themselves as two very different peoples. While the North underwent major social and economic changes during the antebellum period, the South generally clung to King Cotton and slavery and thus remained essentially the same. These differences drove the regions further and further apart in the years leading up to the Civil War.


  Religious Revivalism: 1800–1850


  
    Events


    
      1800 - Second Great Awakening begins
    


    
      1821 - Charles G. Finney begins conducting Christian revivals
    


    
      1825 - New Harmony commune is founded
    


    
      1826 - American Temperance Society is founded
    


    
      1830 - Joseph Smith establishes Mormon Church
    


    
      1841 - Brook Farm commune is founded
    


    
      1844 - Millerites prepare for end of the world
    


    
      1846 - Mormons begin migration to Utah
    


    
      1847 - Oneida Community is founded
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      Charles G. Finney - Evangelical preacher who held fiery, popular camp-style meetings

    


    
      Joseph Smith - Founder of the Mormon church, which attracted a large following

    


    
      William Miller - Leader of the Millerite movement; projected 1844 as the end of the world

    

  


  The Second Great Awakening and Revivalism


  In addition to social and economic changes, the antebellum period was also marked by a flurry of religious revivalism that spread throughout every region of the United States. Beginning with the Second Great Awakening (a sudden evangelical movement that started around the turn of the nineteenth century), this renewed interest in religion arose primarily as a backlash against the Enlightenment and so-called “age of reason” that had inspired thinkers such as Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and Thomas Paine.


  Hundreds of roving preachers began to spread a variety of gospels on circuit routes, setting up revivalist camps in rural areas that attracted thousands of new converts. Reverend Charles G. Finney, one of the most popular revivalists of the time, spread his version of the Good Word to thousands of Americans over the course of fifty years. His converted were often so overcome with religion that they would roll, jerk, shake, shout, and even bark in a frenzy of salvation.


  The Burned-Over District


  The epicenter of revivalism was the so-called Burned-Over District in western New York. Named for its overabundance of hellfire-and-damnation preaching, the region produced dozens of new denominations, communal societies, and reform movements. The abolitionist and temperance movements (see The Spirit of Reform, p. 57) also had some of their strongest roots in this region.


  Methodists, Baptists, and Unitarians


  Although southern and western Baptists and Methodists were known for their hellfire-and-damnation zeal, other sects and denominations were regarded for their appeal to reason. Unitarians in New England, for example, attracted a huge following because of their belief in a loving God, free will, and denial of original sin. The Unitarian movement attracted many of the nation’s foremost intellectuals, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and other Transcendentalists.


  Millerites


  Conservative revival preaching sometimes spawned radical new denominations such as the Millerites. William Miller’s movement, which flourished in the 1830s and early 1840s, attracted several hundred thousand Christians who believed that Jesus would return to Earth on October 22, 1844. Though many Millerites lost faith when Jesus failed to show up, the movement prevailed for several decades. Followers eventually reorganized themselves into the modern-day Seventh-Day Adventists.


  Mormons


  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, or Mormons, also emerged from western New York. Founded by Joseph Smith in 1830, the Mormons believed that God had entrusted them with a new set of scriptures called the Book of Mormon. Because some Mormons practiced polygamy, they were forced to follow Smith westward across the continent to find safe haven from persecution.


  When Smith was killed by a mob in Illinois in 1844, his disciple, Brigham Young, took charge of the church and led a mass migration to the desert around the Great Salt Lake (then still part of Mexico). Utah eventually became a U.S. territory after the Mexican War but was not admitted to the Union until 1896, when Mormons agreed to abandon the practice of polygamy.


  Utopian Communities


  Inspired by lofty ideals to improve mankind and end social discord, some people during this period attempted to create new utopian communities based on cooperation and communism. Roughly a thousand people, led by Robert Owen, founded the New Harmony community, one of the first utopian communities in the antebellum era. Although New Harmony failed in just a few short years, it spurred the creation of others.


  Brook Farm was established in 1841 and came to be one of the most famous attempts at communal living. Closely affiliated with the Transcendentalist movement, these farmer-intellectuals tried to hew a modest living out of the wilderness. Like New Harmony, this community also collapsed within a few years.


  John Noyes’ Oneida Community had some lasting success. The community believed in radical ideas such as communal marriage, birth control, and eugenics. The Shakers, too, had a sizeable following in the 1840s, but eventually died out because believers were forbidden to marry or have sex.


  Class and Sectional Differences


  The new sects and denominations that sprung up during the revivalist movement attracted different social groups. Most of the new evangelical denominations attracted poor, uneducated followers in the West and South. Less frenzied denominations, such as the Unitarians, Episcopalians, and Presbyterians, flourished in wealthier cities in the North. The rise of these different denominations thus widened already-growing sectional rifts in the United States.


  Revivalism, Women, and Reform


  However, despite the differences among their followers, all of the revivalist movements had the same goal: to refine humanity and make sense of the rapidly changing American social and economic fabric. Virtually all of the new denominations denounced alcohol, prostitution, gambling, and lotteries. Thus, the movements also had a huge impact on the reform movement.


  Revivalism had a great impact on women as well. Shut out from politics and most facets of the new economy, women poured their energies into religion and reform. Many believed they could have a positive impact on society by converting their family, friends, and neighbors.


  The Spirit of Reform: 1820–1850


  
    Events


    
      1822 - Demark Vesey leads slave revolt in South Carolina

               Republic of Liberia is founded in Africa
    


    
      1826 - American Temperance Society is founded
    


    
      1831 - Nat Turner leads slave rebellion in Virginia

               William Lloyd Garrison begins publishing The Liberator
    


    
      1833 - Garrison and Theodore Weld found American Anti-Slavery Society
    


    
      1834 - Female Moral Reform Society forms in New York
    


    
      1836 - House of Representatives passes “Gag Resolution”
    


    
      1837 - Abolitionist Elijah P. Lovejoy is killed

               Oberlin College opens as a coeducational institution

               Mary Lyon founds Mount Holyoke Seminary for women
    


    
      1840 - Liberty Party is formed
    


    
      1843 - Dorothea Dix crusades for prison and insane asylum reform
    


    
      1845 - Frederick Douglass publishes A Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
    


    
      1848 - Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention is held
    


    
      1854 - T. S. Arthur publishes Ten Nights in a Barroom and What I Saw There
    

  


  
    Key People


    
      Susan B. Anthony - Ardent women’s rights advocate and suffragette

    


    
      Elizabeth Cady Stanton - Feminist and women’s rights advocate; organized Seneca Falls Convention along with Susan B. Anthony

    


    
      Frederick Douglass - Freed slave who was a leader in the abolitionist movement

    


    
      William Lloyd Garrison - Radical abolitionist; published magazine The Liberator

    


    
      Horace Mann - Public education advocate; pushed for education reforms in Massachusetts

    


    
      Dorothea Dix - Massachusetts schoolteacher who campaigned for publicly funded asylums to help the mentally ill

    

  


  The Rise of Social Reform


  The revivalism that spread across the country during the antebellum era also gave rise to numerous social reform movements, which challenged Americans to improve themselves and their communities. Because revivalism and reform went hand in hand, many prominent reformers were women. Denied roles in politics or in the new market economy, women found that they could make a difference through championing social change. These women reformers often fought for a variety of causes at the same time: for instance, the women’s suffrage movement was closely tied to the abolitionist movement.


  Abolitionism


  The abolitionist movement sought to eradicate slavery in the United States. Prominent leaders in the movement included Theodore Weld, Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, Elijah P. Lovejoy, and William Lloyd Garrison, among others. Garrison, a radical abolitionist who called for immediate emancipation, became infamous when he started an antislavery newspaper, The Liberator, in 1831. His articles were so vitriolic that warrants for his arrest were issued in the South. Garrison and Weld also founded the American Anti-slavery Society in 1833.


  Anti-Abolitionism in the North


  Although the North was the hotbed of the abolitionist movement, not all northerners were abolitionists: many felt ambivalent toward emancipation or were downright against it. Trade unions and wage workers, for example, feared that if slavery were abolished, they would have to compete with free blacks for jobs (an argument also used by pro-slavery southerners). Most public figures and politicians shunned abolitionists for their radicalism and unwillingness to compromise. Even the “Great Emancipator” Abraham Lincoln, though more open to abolitionism, was wary of radical abolitionists.


  Slave Uprisings


  The antebellum period was marked by several major slave uprisings. In 1822, a former slave named Denmark Vesey planned to lead eighty slaves in a revolt in Charleston, South Carolina. Although Vesey’s plans failed, southerners became terrified of losing control over slaves. In 1831, another slave, Nat Turner, led a bloody slave uprising in Virginia.


  Abolitionist Propaganda and Politics


  Because William Lloyd Garrison published the first edition of The Liberator the same year as Turner’s uprising, many southerners jumped to the conclusion that Garrison had incited the rebellions with his antislavery rhetoric. Furthermore, former slave Frederick Douglass became a celebrity in the North when he published his experiences in A Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass in 1845.


  As the abolitionist movement grew, it became more of an organized political force. The movement grew to be so noisome that the House of Representatives actually passed a gag resolution in 1836 to squelch all further discussion of slavery. Several years later, in 1840, the abolitionists organized into a party, the Liberty Party.


  The Temperance Movement


  Another strong reform movement during this period was the temperance movement, which aimed to ban alcohol production and consumption. The movement was led primarily by women, who charged that drinking ruined family life and led to spousal and child abuse. Factory owners in the cities also lamented that alcoholism reduced worker output and caused on-the-job accidents.


  The first chapter of the American Temperance Society formed in 1826 and grew into thousands of chapters nationwide over the following ten years. The society distributed propaganda and paraded abuse victims and reformed alcoholics through towns to preach against consumption. T. S. Arthur’s 1854 novel Ten Nights in a Barroom and What I Saw There, which portrayed the horrible effects of hard liquor on a previously quaint village, gained the movement even more attention.


  Several cities and states went to far as to pass laws prohibiting the sale and consumption of alcohol. Maine was the first to do so, in 1851. The “Maine Law,” as it came to be called, encouraged many other northern states to follow suit.


  Prohibiting Prostitution


  Antebellum reformers also struck out against prostitution, which burgeoned as American cities grew larger due to the manufacturing, economic expansion, and immigration. Spearheaded almost entirely by upper- and middle-class women, antiprostitution societies fought not only to reduce the number of working girls on the streets but also to reform them. The Female Moral Reform Society, founded in New York in 1834, expanded to hundreds of other cities and towns by 1840. These societies also strove to end prostitution by decreasing demand: many newspapers began to publish customers’ names, while many states enacted laws to punish clients as well as the prostitutes themselves.


  Prison Reform


  Reformers during this era also launched campaigns against the prison system, where conditions were horrible. Debtors’ prisons were still common and housed the majority of American “criminals”—mostly the poor, who sometimes owed creditors only a few dollars. Over time, reformers were able to change the system. Debtors’ prisons gradually began to disappear, and activists succeeded in convincing many that the government should use prisons to help reform criminals, not just lock them away.


  Reform for the Mentally Ill


  Often working hand-in-hand with prison reform was the movement to help the mentally ill. The common belief during this era was that the mentally ill were willfully crazy or that they were no better than animals. As a result, thousands were treated as criminals and thrown into prisons. The leader of the reform cause was Dorothea Dix, who compiled a comprehensive report on the state of the mentally ill in Massachusetts. The report claimed that hundreds of insane women were chained like beasts in stalls and cages. Dix’s findings convinced state legislators to establish one of the first asylums devoted entirely to caring for the mentally ill. By the outbreak of the Civil War, nearly thirty states had built similar institutions.


  Education Reform


  Reformers also sought to expand public education during the antebellum era, because many at the time considered public schooling to be only for the poor. Wealthier Americans could pay for their children to attend private schools and academies but disdained the idea of paying higher taxes to educate the poor. Over the course of the antebellum period, however, more and more cities and states began to realize that education was essential to maintain a democracy.


  Horace Mann was one of the greatest champions of public schools. As secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education, Mann fought for higher teacher qualifications, better pay, newer school buildings, and better curriculum. Catherine Beecher, sister of novelist Harriet Beecher Stowe, also crusaded for education but believed that teachers should be women.


  Women in Higher Education


  American women gained their first opportunities for higher education during this period. In 1837, feminist Mary Lyon established Mount Holyoke Seminary, the first college for women. That same year, Oberlin College became the first institution of higher learning to open on a coeducational basis.


  Women’s Suffrage


  In addition to educational opportunities, many women began to demand political rights, especially the right to vote, or women’s suffrage. Under leaders Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony, the movement gained substantial momentum during the antebellum era. Stanton and Mott astounded Americans and Europeans alike when they organized the Seneca Falls Convention in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. There, women leaders heard Stanton’s Declaration of Sentiments, in the spirit of the Declaration of Independence, declaring that women were equal to men in every way. Of the many sentiments declared, the most shocking was the call for full suffrage for all women.


  Legacy of the Reform Movements


  Although there were a wide variety of reform movements in the antebellum period, they shared common characteristics. Most were rooted in the religious revivalism and new moralist beliefs of the age. Second, women dominated most reform movements. Finally, reformists were generally centered in the North, while the conservative South once again generally lagged behind. This disparity between North and South contributed further to the social and political tensions of the pre–Civil War years.


  Study Questions & Essay Topics


  Always use specific historical examples to support your arguments.


  
    Study Questions


    
      
        1. How did the Market Revolution affect the United States socially, politically, and economically? What major developments contributed to the Market Revolution?
      


      The Market Revolution brought enormous changes to the United States, economically, socially, and politically, and in so doing pushed the North and the South further apart. The most important drivers of the Market Revolution were Eli Whitney’s cotton gin and interchangeable parts, Silas McCormick’s mower-reaper, and textile factories. Internal improvements such as canals and railroads were also crucial to the Revolution.


      Whitney’s cotton gin completely transformed agriculture and thus had drastic effects on the American economy and society, both North and South. The invention, which made it much easier to harvest cotton, turned cotton into a highly profitable crop, which prompted southern plantation owners to abandon almost all other crops and switch to cotton production. To expand their cotton production capacity, planters purchased thousands of additional slaves from Africa and the West Indies before the slave trade was banned in 1808. In addition, the size of plantations increased from relatively small plots to huge farms with as many as several hundred slaves each.


      In response to this increasing cotton production, textile factories were built in the Mid-Atlantic states and New England. These factories helped give rise to the wage labor system and urbanization. The development of factories also produced a larger, wealthier merchant class—a group that helped lead the formation of the nationalistic Whig party, which was an important force in U.S. politics of the period.


      McCormick’s mower-reaper, meanwhile, revolutionized the West just as the cotton gin had revolutionized the South. McCormick’s machine increased wheat production so much that farmers began to ship their surplus to the North. The North, in turn, shipped manufactured goods that helped develop the West.


      Over time, these economic, social, and political changes began to separate North and South. While the North became an industrialized, highly interconnected region that traded vigorously with the West, the South was left out and became more and more reliant on cotton and slaves. Southern politicians therefore sought to protect the slavery that was so important to their economy, contributing to the growing sectional divide that led to the Civil War.

    


    
      
        2. Many of Andrew Jackson’s enemies called him an autocrat because of his leadership style. What effect did Jackson have on the office of the presidency? Did he ever act unconstitutionally? Was this accusation deserved?
      


      During his two terms, Jackson significantly increased the power of the presidency and of the federal government as a whole. He did so primarily by using the presidential veto, repeatedly ignoring the Supreme Court, and asserting federal authority over the states. As a result, Jackson’s enemies were somewhat justified in calling him an autocrat.


      Jackson not only used the veto more than any previous president ever had, he also wielded veto power in an entirely different way from previous presidents. Jackson’s actions regarding the Bank of the United States provide one example. Even though the Supreme Court had declared the Bank constitutional in McCulloch v. Maryland, Jackson vetoed the act to renew the Bank’s charter. Regardless of the Supreme Court’s decision, Jackson believed that the Bank was harmful to the nation. No previous president had exercised veto power based merely on personal belief.


      The Bank of the United States example also illustrates Jackson’s disregard for Supreme Court decisions. Jackson believed that the executive should be the strongest of the three branches, stronger than either the Supreme Court or Congress. He acted on this belief again when he signed the Indian Removal Act of 1830. Even though the Supreme Court had upheld Native American land rights in Cherokee Nation v. Georgia, Jackson ordered the forcible removal of several Native American tribes on the Trail of Tears.


      Finally, Jackson believed firmly that the federal government had supremacy over the individual states. When South Carolina nullified the 1828 Tariff of Abomination, Jackson was horrified at such outright disregard for federal authority. In retaliation, he organized troops loyal to the federal government to enforce tax collection in South Carolina. Many historians believe that had Henry Clay not proposed the Compromise Tariff of 1833, the Civil War might have started thirty years earlier, during this Nullification Crisis.


      With his assertion of federal authority and liberal use of power, Jackson permanently changed the office of the presidency. As a result, his successors were able to wield much more power over the Supreme Court, Congress, and the states. Jackson did act autocratically at times, but without him, the presidency would not be what it is today.

    


    
      
        3. Do you believe that Polk was justified in asking Congress to declare war on Mexico?
      


      Although Mexico and the United States were already on a collision course over Texas by the time of the Mexican War, evidence suggests that President Polk engineered the war by provoking Mexican troops in disputed territory in Texas. He essentially started a war with Mexico in order to seize California, end the debate for Texas, and win all the western land in between.


      Mexico and the United States certainly both had reasons to go to war even before the incident in Texas. First, Mexico had defaulted on U.S. loans valued at several million dollars. Second, both countries had claims on Texas. Despite the fact that white Texans had won their independence and had petitioned the Congress for annexation as early as 1836, Mexico still considered the Lone Star Republic a territory in revolt. Although Mexico twice failed to retake Texas, it believed it would succeed one day.


      By the time the United States did annex Texas in 1845, Mexico’s claims—at least in the eyes of Americans—had expired. The United States therefore took all of Texas down to the Río Grande. This action sparked another controversy, for Mexico claimed that the southern border of Texas was farther north, at the Nueces River. Polk therefore stationed General Zachary Taylor and a small force at the Nueces. When news arrived in Washington, D.C., that Taylor’s troops had been attacked, Polk acted swiftly and asked Congress to declare war.


      Just days after the declaration, Polk’s agents and a U.S. Navy ship seized San Francisco and Sacramento—timing that Polk’s critics found suspicious. Abraham Lincoln, a U.S. representative from Illinois at the time, questioned Polk’s motives in the “Spot Resolutions” when he badgered administration officials about exactly where Taylor’s troops had been “attacked.”


      Historians have surmised that this chain of events was probably not a coincidence, especially considering that Polk had been elected on a platform of manifest destiny and westward expansion. In fact, it was Polk’s success in the election of 1844 that led lame duck president John Tyler to begin the annexation process in the first place. A war offered Polk an opportunity not only to seize the coveted San Francisco Bay but also to end the Texas debate and seize all of the territory in between, all at once.

    

  


  
    Suggested Essay Topics


    
      1. Compare and contrast the North and the South during the antebellum period. Were their social, political, and economic differences reconcilable or was civil war inevitable?
    


    
      2. How did Christian revivalism in the mid-1800s affect American politics and society?
    


    
      3. How was the abolitionist movement different from other reform movements during the mid-1800s?
    


    
      4. Who should be given credit for the Monroe Doctrine? Was it ultimately a success or a failure?
    


    
      5. Historian Frederick Jackson Turner once argued that westward expansion was one of the fundamental experiences in American history. Do you agree or disagree?
    


    
      6. Compare and contrast the Missouri Crisis and the Nullification Crisis. Which was more divisive at the time, and which had a greater effect in the long run?
    

  


  Review & Resources


  
    Quiz


    
      1. The election of 1816 marked


      
        A. The end of the Federalist Party

        B. The beginning of the Era of Good Feelings

        C. The inauguration of the American System

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      2. All of the following were components of Henry Clay’s American System except


      
        A. An improved national banking system

        B. Universal manhood suffrage

        C. Internal improvements

        D. Protective tariffs for manufacturing

      

    


    
      3. Why did the Old World powers obey the Monroe Doctrine?


      
        A. They didn’t want to lose any lucrative trade deals with the United States

        B. They no longer had any interest in North and South America

        C. They feared the Royal Navy

        D. They were too preoccupied with the Napoleonic Wars in Europe

      

    


    
      4. The Monroe Doctrine declared that


      
        A. American settlers should push westward until the United States spanned the continent

        B. The United States would annex Texas and Oregon

        C. The Old World powers of Europe should not interfere in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere

        D. Only the United States could intervene in Latin America

      

    


    
      5. What did the Tallmadge Act do?


      
        A. Outlawed slavery north of 36° 30'

        B. Admitted Missouri to the Union on the condition that its slaves would gradually be set free

        C. Nullified the 1828 Tariff of Abominations

        D. Renewed the charter for the Bank of the United States

      

    


    
      6. The 1820 Missouri Compromise achieved all of the following except


      
        A. It admitted Maine as a free state and Missouri as a slave state

        B. It maintained the balance between free and slave states in the Senate

        C. It outlawed slavery north of 36° 30'

        D. It provided for the gradual emancipation of slaves in Missouri

      

    


    
      7. The Era of Good Feelings ended after


      
        A. The Missouri crisis

        B. The Monroe Doctrine

        C. The Panic of 1819

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      8. What tainted John Quincy Adams’s presidency?


      
        A. The Panic of 1819

        B. The Missouri crisis

        C. The “corrupt bargain”

        D. The spoils system

      

    


    
      9. The term “spoils system” refers to


      
        A. The distribution of civil service jobs to political patrons

        B. Clay’s plan to improve banking and internal infrastructure and protect manufacturing

        C. Jackson’s plan to kill the Bank of the United States

        D. A new refrigeration system that benefited western farmers

      

    


    
      10. Why did Andrew Jackson and western farmers hate the Bank of the United States?


      
        A. They saw it as a symbol of too much federal power

        B. It didn’t print enough cheap paper money

        C. They saw it as a symbol of aristocracy and wealth

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      11. Why did southerners dislike high tariffs on imported goods?


      
        A. The South had very few factories of its own

        B. Southerners purchased many European goods

        C. They felt that tariffs demonstrated the federal government’s bias against the South

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      12. Why was Jackson outraged by South Carolina’s vote to nullify the Tariff of Abominations?


      
        A. He felt higher tariffs were necessary to protect manufacturers

        B. He detested the state’s outright disobedience to the federal government

        C. His own vice president had written the “South Carolina Exposition and Protest”

        D. The crisis detracted from the Bank War that Jackson wanted to make the primary election issue in 1832

      

    


    
      13. The tariff of 1833 was important primarily because


      
        A. It prevented the Civil War from starting thirty years earlier than it did

        B. It helped protect a fledgling industrial society in the North

        C. It prevented the South from purchasing cheaper British goods

        D. It kept the international market price for cotton high

      

    


    
      14. What heavily influenced John Calhoun’s “South Carolina Exposition and Protest”?


      
        A. The Bill of Rights

        B. The writings of Thomas Paine

        C. The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions of 1798

        D. The proceedings of the Hartford Convention of 1814

      

    


    
      15. Jackson flagrantly disregarded a previous Supreme Court ruling when he


      
        A. Signed the Force Bill

        B. Dismantled the Bank of the United States

        C. Issued the Specie Circular

        D. Threatened to use federal troops to collect tariff duties in South Carolina

      

    


    
      16. The Whigs supported all of the following except


      
        A. Social reforms

        B. High protective tariffs

        C. Internal improvements

        D. The westward expansion of slavery

      

    


    
      17. What caused the Panic of 1837?


      
        A. Overspeculation in western lands

        B. The Specie Circular

        C. A lack of credit

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      18. During the mid-nineteenth century, most immigrants to the United States came from


      
        A. England

        B. Italy and Greece

        C. France

        D. Germany and Ireland

      

    


    
      19. What did the Know-Nothing Party oppose?


      
        A. Slavery

        B. Immigration

        C. The annexation of Texas

        D. The consumption of alcohol

      

    


    
      20. Who blocked the annexation of Texas?


      
        A. Democrats

        B. Whigs

        C. Know-Nothings

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      21. Democrats campaigned for all of the following except


      
        A. An independent treasury

        B. Unfettered westward expansion

        C. A Bank of the United States

        D. Lower protective tariffs

      

    


    
      22. What caused the Mexican War?


      
        A. The dispute over Texas

        B. Polk’s desire to annex California

        C. Unpaid Mexican debts

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      23. Mormons migrated to Utah in the 1840s and 1850s to escape persecution for their belief in


      
        A. Free love

        B. Polygamy

        C. Slavery

        D. Communism

      

    


    
      24. The religious revivalism of the antebellum period had its roots in


      
        A. The First Great Awakening

        B. The Second Great Awakening

        C. The preaching of Charles Finney

        D. The Burned-Over District

      

    


    
      25. Where did Methodists and Baptists have the largest following?


      
        A. The Middle States

        B. The Northeast

        C. The West and South

        D. The Burned-Over District

      

    


    
      26. Northern manufacturing blossomed between 1820 and 1840 because of


      
        A. The cotton gin

        B. Interchangeable parts

        C. The mechanical mower-reaper

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      27. What did the Erie Canal link?


      
        A. Farmlands in the West to cities in the North

        B. Cotton fields in the South to cities in the North

        C. Texas to lands east of the Mississippi

        D. Farmlands in the West to cotton fields in the South

      

    


    
      28. Dorothea Dix crusaded against


      
        A. The consumption of alcohol

        B. Slavery

        C. The mistreatment of the mentally ill

        D. Prostitution

      

    


    
      29. What was the main reason that Britain agreed to give the United States all of the Oregon Territory south of the 49th parallel?


      
        A. Americans in Oregon greatly outnumbered British settlers

        B. The United States agreed to trade Nova Scotia for Oregon

        C. Britain could no longer afford its costly Indian wars in Oregon

        D. The United States threatened Britain with war over the issue

      

    


    
      30. Why did Whigs block the annexation of Texas in 1836?


      
        A. They wouldn’t accept Texas without all of Oregon

        B. They wanted a buffer state between the United States and Mexico

        C. They feared that Texas would become a slave state

        D. They were bitter they had lost the election of 1836 to Van Buren

      

    


    
      31. Where were the majority of internal transportation improvements made during the antebellum period?


      
        A. In the North, but not in the West or South

        B. In the North and West, but not in the South

        C. In the South and North, but not in the West

        D. In the South and West, but not in the North

      

    


    
      32. Cyrus McCormick’s mechanical mower-reaper stimulated agricultural production in the


      
        A. South

        B. North

        C. West

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      33. What did many Americans in the mid-1800s believe they were “manifestly destined” to do?


      
        A. Eliminate slavery

        B. Convert Native Americans to Christianity

        C. Eliminate prostitution, alcohol, and other moral vices to create a more perfect society

        D. Settle the entire North American continent, if not the whole western hemisphere

      

    


    
      34. Which movement did Joseph Smith found?


      
        A. The Seventh-Day Adventist Church

        B. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

        C. The temperance movement

        D. The abolitionist movement

      

    


    
      35. Whig party leaders expelled President John Tyler from the party in 1845 because he


      
        A. Consistently opposed Whig legislation

        B. Annexed Texas against the party’s wishes

        C. Reestablished the Bank of the United States

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      36. What was the temperance movement’s greatest triumph?


      
        A. The Kansas-Nebraska Act

        B. The Tallmadge Act

        C. The Wilmot Proviso

        D. The Maine Law

      

    


    
      37. John Marshall’s Supreme Court rulings generally


      
        A. Increased the power of the federal government relative to the power of the states

        B. Increased the power of the Court relative to the power of the states and Congress

        C. Increased the power of the states relative to the federal government

        D. Increased the power of the presidency relative to the power of the Court

      

    


    
      38. Many of the most prominent reformers during the antebellum period were


      
        A. Democrats

        B. Westerners

        C. Women

        D. Blacks

      

    


    
      39. All of the following were consequences of Eli Whitney’s inventions except


      
        A. The South experienced a boom in cotton production

        B. Northern manufacturing surged to life

        C. More slaves were imported to the South

        D. The South began importing more manufactured goods from the North

      

    


    
      40. What did Abraham Lincoln’s “spot resolutions” do?


      
        A. Attempted to eliminate slavery from certain spots in America

        B. Attempted to ban slavery in Texas

        C. Implied that Mexico had not in fact been the aggressor in the Mexican War

        D. Prevented southerners from annexing Cuba and Nicaragua

      

    


    
      41. The Mexican War


      
        A. Provided the South with new slavery territories west of Texas

        B. Ruined the Whig Party

        C. Helped Lincoln defeat Stephen Douglass in the Lincoln-Douglass Debates

        D. Revived the sectional struggle over slavery

      

    


    
      42. All of the following writers were active in the Transcendentalist movement except


      
        A. Walt Whitman

        B. T. S. Arthur

        C. Ralph Waldo Emerson

        D. Henry David Thoreau

      

    


    
      43. Many critics have accused James K. Polk of starting the Mexican War in order to


      
        A. Annex Texas

        B. Take Cuba and Nicaragua from Mexico

        C. Seize California

        D. Conquer all of Mexico

      

    


    
      44. Which of the following made major reforms in education?


      
        A. Horace Mann

        B. Dorothea Dix

        C. Ralph Waldo Emerson

        D. Lucretia Mott

      

    


    
      45. The “Gag Resolution” in the House of Representatives temporarily banned discussion about


      
        A. Slavery

        B. Westward expansion

        C. The Nullification Crisis

        D. The Bank of the United States

      

    


    
      46. The murder of Reverend Elijah P. Lovejoy in 1837 demonstrated that


      
        A. Most Americans supported Manifest Destiny

        B. The temperance movement was not popular

        C. Many northerners were against abolition

        D. New Yorkers in the Burned-Over District were burned out

      

    


    
      47. President Polk achieved all of the following during his four years in office except


      
        A. Lowering the tariff

        B. Reviving the Bank of the United States

        C. Annexing California

        D. Acquiring Oregon

      

    


    
      48. The term “states’ rights” refers to the belief that


      
        A. States have the right to determine whether they will be free or slave

        B. States should have more power than the federal government

        C. States should be able to sue the federal government

        D. The United States has the right to expand westward

      

    


    
      49. What was the primary characteristic of the Era of Good Feelings?


      
        A. More and more Americans were receiving the right to vote

        B. The economy remained relatively stable and was void of any major panics or depressions

        C. Democratic-Republicans had no political opposition

        D. All of the above

      

    


    
      50. John Quincy Adams was the son of


      
        A. Abraham Lincoln

        B. George Washington

        C. King George III

        D. John Adams

      

    


    
      Answer Key:


      1: D; 2: B; 3: C; 4: C; 5: B; 6: D; 7: D; 8: C; 9: A; 10: C; 11: D; 12: B; 13: A; 14: C; 15: B; 16: D; 17: D; 18: D; 19: B; 20: B; 21: C; 22: D; 23: B; 24: B; 25: C; 26: D; 27: A; 28: C; 29: A; 30: C; 31: B; 32: C; 33: D; 34: B; 35: A; 36: D; 37: A; 38: C; 39: D; 40: C; 41: D; 42: B; 43: C; 44: A; 45: A; 46: C; 47: B; 48: B; 49: C; 50: D
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