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  Context


  F. Scott Fitzgerald was born Francis Scott Key in Minnesota in 1897, named after the Star Spangled Banner lyricist to whom he was distantly related. He attended an Eastern boarding school, excelling in neither athletics nor academics, but exhibiting a penchant for writing and producing plays. He was admitted to Princeton where he maintained his academic mediocrity while indulging and expanding his love of literature through his friendships and his prominent role in the Triangle Club, a musical theatre group. Without earning his degree, Fitzgerald enlisted in the army in 1917 and was stationed in Alabama. There, he met the wild Southern belle, Zelda Sayre, with whom he fell in love. Zelda refused to marry into poverty, however, insisting that Scott first display an ability to earn money. After a failed career in advertising in New York, Fitzgerald returned to Minnesota to complete his first novel, This Side of Paradise. It was published to great acclaim in 1919, and the wedding was planned.


  Fitzgerald was quickly established as the chronicler of the new post-war America of flappers, alcohol, and the Jazz Age. Though barely funded by his novels and stories, which were more critically acclaimed than financially successful, Fitzgerald also lived the life he described, living extravagantly with Zelda, jet setting around Europe among an an elite group of artists, royalty, and wealthy American expatriates. Living in this world of luxurious, graceful excess, Scott finished what is commonly considered to be his masterpiece, The Great Gatsby, in 1925. In the late 1920's, the Fitzgeralds spent time on the Riviera in southern France, where they were hosted by Gerald and Sara Murphy among a set that included such notables as Picasso. The extraordinarily sophisticated, graceful, and elegant Murphys became the inspiration for the two central characters of Tender Is the Night, Dick and Nicole Diver.


  Despite Fitzgerald's literary success, he and Zelda could not maintain their decadent lifestyle, which took both a financial and emotional toll. Zelda's sanity suffered and she began to seek psychological treatments in Switzerland, while Scott was forced to abandon novel writing in order to pay her medical bills. Zelda's battle with mental illness is reflected in the character of Nicole Diver in Tender Is the Night. Yet while Nicole recovers, Zelda did not, remaining in institutions until she died.


  Tender Is the Night was published to mixed reviews in 1933. While some noted its extraordinary elegance and power, many found it objectionable for different reasons. Following the onset of the Great Depression in 1929, Americans were far less interested in reading about gay decadence on the Riviera; the book was criticized for being frivolous. Ernest Hemingway, among others, accused Fitzgerald of drawing his characters too much upon the templates of real people. Fitzgerald acknowledged these problems along with some more substantive ones, often wishing that he could have altered the chronology of the book or had been able to rewrite the final section. But the book stands today as a lyrical, insightful look into the cultural world of mannered aristocracy and the intimate life of a single, complicated couple.


  Summary


  Rosemary Hoyt, a beautiful eighteen-year-old movie starlet, on vacation with her mother, arrives at a rather deserted portion of the French Riviera. There, Rosemary meets Dick Diver, a handsome American psychologist in his thirties with whom she instantly falls in love. Dick and his wife, Nicole, are exemplars of grace and sophistication, and move among a social set of similarly extraordinary people. Rosemary becomes part of this world, and in the gay times that follow, Dick begins to reciprocate Rosemary's feelings for him. Everything goes splendidly until, after an alcoholic friend of the Divers accidentally kills a man, Rosemary discovers Dick comforting Nicole, who has had a mental breakdown.


  The story shifts back in time to relate the events that led up to the marriage of Dick and Nicole. Dick attended Yale, was a Rhodes scholar, and then moved to Vienna to study clinical psychology. Once, as Dick was leaving a clinic on the Zurichsee, he met the sixteen-year-old Nicole Warren, who was being checked in. The Chicago heiress had been sexually abused by her father and, as a result, had developed an acute fear of men. The two fall in love, and Dick becomes both her doctor and her husband. They travel extensively, are happy, and have two children together.


  Partially on account of Nicole's relapse, the Divers decide to invest in a clinic in Switzerland. Things begin to unravel. Dick is accused of infidelity by a former patient, and Nicole, in anger, runs their car off the road. Dick learns his father has passed away and heads to America for the funeral. Upon his return, Dick meets Rosemary in a hotel, and the two consummate the aborted romance they had begun several years earlier. In the aftermath, Dick realizes his world is falling apart. He goes out carousing, gets beat up and imprisoned, and must be rescued by Nicole's sister, Baby Warren. As Dick continues to drink, he jeopardizes his position at the clinic and is asked to leave.


  The Divers return to the Riviera, and Dick continues to drink and unravel, insulting old friends. Nicole has an affair with Tommy Barban and asks Dick for a divorce in order to marry Tommy. Dick readily agrees, realizing that Nicole's finally overcome her psychological condition. Dick then disappears to America, never settling down. The book ends, suggesting that he is still there.


  Characters


  
    Dick Diver - The American son of a clergyman who is on the way to becoming a renowned psychologist when he falls in love with Nicole and marries her. Dick is extraordinarily charismatic and graceful at the start of the novel, but eventually falls to his ruin.

  


  
    Nicole Diver - Born Nicole Warren, the beautiful heiress to a wealthy Chicago magnate, Nicole was sexually abused by her father and suffers from mental breakdowns as a result. She falls in love with Dick at first sight, and the two enjoy an extravagant and turbulent life in Europe at the center of a sophisticated group of friends.

  


  
    Rosemary Hoyt - The beautiful young movie star, born in America but educated in France, who falls in love with Dick at first sight and contributes to his dissipation through their affair.

  


  
    Tommy Barban - The half-American, half French-mercenary soldier who is in love with Nicole. He ends up taking her away from Dick toward the end of the novel.

  


  
    Abe North - A dear friend of Dick's and a once brilliant musician who drinks away his career. He is ultimately killed at a speakeasy in New York.

  


  
    Mary North - The lovely and kind wife of Abe. She marries the wealthy Conte di Minghetti after Abe passes away.

  


  
    Baby Warren - The anglophile older sister of Nicole.

  


  
    Franz Gregorovius or Dr. Gregory - Born into a line of fine psychologists, he opens a clinic with Dick.

  


  
    Devereux Warren - The wealthy father of Nicole and Baby. He sexually abused Nicole and then placed her in a mental clinic in Zurich.

  


  
    Albert McKisco - The once obnoxious American intellectual with an inferiority complex who establishes himself as a prize author following his duel with Tommy Barban.

  


  
    Violet McKisco - The obnoxious, self-important wife of Albert McKisco.

  


  
    Collis Clay - A young Yale graduate and acquaintance of Rosemary. He gossips with Dick about Rosemary and helps rescue Dick from an Italian prison.

  


  
    Mrs. Speers - The twice-widowed mother of Rosemary Hoyt.

  


  
    Lady Caroline - A British snob whom Dick insults gravely and then rescues from prison.

  


  
    Conte di Minghetti - The second husband of Mary North, whom Dick and Nicole manage to insult terribly.

  


  
    Earl Brady - An American filmmaker in France toward whom Rosemary maintains a momentary fascination.

  


  
    Campion - A heavy, effeminate friend of Albert McKisko's, he takes Rosemary to watch the duel.

  


  
    Jules Peterson - A black man who is killed in Rosemary's room in Paris on account of Abe North's careless drinking.

  


  
    Lanier and Topsy - Dick and Nicole's son and daughter.

  


  
    Maria Wallis - An American woman who snubs Nicole at the train station before killing an Englishman with a revolver.

  


  
    Prince Chillicheff - The Russian Prince whom Tommy Barban rescues from Russia.

  


  
    Dr. Dohmler - A psychologist who initially handles Nicole's case and urges Dick to terminate his relationship with her.

  


  


  Chapters 1-4


  Summary


  Halfway between Marseilles and the Italian border, on the southern coast of France, stands a small hotel on a lovely beach. The site is beautiful, rather deserted, and hot in the summer of 1925, though it will not remain so for long. Rosemary Hoyt, almost eighteen and an emerging American movie star, arrives at the hotel with her mother, Mrs. Speers. Sure that they will not stay long, Rosemary heads down to the beach while her mother tries to rest. Rosemary spies two parties on the beach, one made up of tanned, attractive and interesting people, who seem to belong, and the other of just the opposite kind of people. Rosemary sets herself down between the two groups and is disappointed to note that a member of the paler group approaches her first. She politely, but reluctantly, joins their party.


  The party greets Rosemary with a joke about the "plot," initiated by Violet McKisco, a joke which seems to irritate her husband, Albert. Violet explains that her husband is an intellectual who is working on a novel based on the theme of Ulysses. She describes him as an important intellectual and boasts that they met, upon their arrival to Europe, all of the important European intellectuals. Yet Violet and her pale party, which also includes the heavy and effeminate Campion, have been snubbed by the tanned party; Violet refers to their exclusivity as being part of the "plot." Rosemary falls asleep in the sun to avoid any more discussion and wakes up, sunburned, to the voice of Dick Diver saying he was about to wake her. He is part of the tanned party. They look into each other's eyes and Rosemary, somewhat girlishly, later announces to her mother that she has fallen in love.


  The next day, since Rosemary is too sunburned to go to the beach, she and her mother hire a car and drive around Cannes, Nice and Monte Carlo. The magic of these areas, and of the Russian aristocracy, which used to enjoy them before the revolution a decade before, colors their day. The next morning, Dick Diver greets Rosemary upon her arrival to the beach and asks her to join their party. Rosemary, delighted, marvels at the beauty of Nicole Diver and at the refinement and grace of her group, but she also notes their exclusivity as they joke about the people around them. Rosemary learns that Dick and Nicole created this beach community, and that the Divers live in the Villa Diana at Tarmes, overlooking the ocean. Rosemary sizes up the men: Abe North, a brilliant musician turned alcoholic, accompanied by his kind wife Mary, and Tommy Barban, the seasoned mercenary. She finds them lacking beside Dick. He, in turn, admires the blooming quality of her youth, and she cries to her mother that night how much she loves him.


  Commentary


  These first few chapters introduce the reader to the world of this novel. The novel begins with rich descriptions of the Mediterranean coast of France. Much of the novel tackles the differences between Americans and Europeans, and from the start Fitzgerald refers to Europe as more ancient than America. The narrator makes it quite clear, however, that the story takes place at a crucial time for this particular region. Some years before, it had been a popular summer spot for Europeans; now it is becoming a hot spot again, largely for Americans. The singularity of this time period and the knowledge that it must pass is a prevalent theme of the novel.


  The Divers, the subjects of this book, live in perfect harmony with this older world, despite the fact that they are American. As the center of a wonderful, tanned group, which seems to "belong" on the beach, the Divers are presented in contrast to the "pale," alien McKisko group, who represent the new class of Americans.


  The novel begins with Rosemary Hoyt who, having been born in America and raised in France, straddles the two worlds represented by the Murphy and McKisko groups. Rosemary's response to each of the two groups carries with it an implicit judgment: she respectfully spurns the McKisko's and falls in love with Dick.


  Although the novel is told in the third person, in these early pages the reader shares Rosemary's perspective, leading us to believe that the novel is about her. This perspective continues throughout Book 1 until it abruptly shifts to Dick's perspective in Book 2. It remains with Dick until it shifts to Nicole in the last pages of the novel.


  The somewhat deceptive stylistic choice of beginning the novel from Rosemary's perspective has a purpose. Viewing the world of the Divers through Rosemary's youthful eyes allows the narrator to simplistically celebrate the Divers. At the beginning of the book, the Divers, and especially Dick, are living within a brief period of perfection, which will soon fall apart. Rosemary's adoring perspective helps cover the cracks that already exist in the Diver marriage and in Nicole's past. The perspective allows the reader to see Dick and Nicole as they seem, rather than as they are, which is how they prefer to perceive themselves. The shifty perspective doubles the Divers own shiftiness; an unwillingness or inability to face themselves.


  It is Rosemary's appearance and her relationship with Dick that somehow signals the end of the happy period of the Divers' lives. Her youthful, blooming presence highlights all that is wrong with his relationship with Nicole.


  Chapters 5-11


  Summary


  At the request of her mother, Rosemary visits Earl Brady the following day, an American filmmaker with a studio in Monte Carlo. They greet each other professionally, Brady looking her over completely, quite taken by her beauty, and Rosemary somewhat aroused at his clear interest in her. They each agree that they would like to make a movie together. Meanwhile, back at his villa, Dick Diver explains to Nicole, who is tending her elegant garden, that he has decided to throw a really bad party and has invited all of the pale people. She placidly agrees, knowing that Dick's charms can make a party tolerable, even with such people.


  The guests begin to arrive, and Dick makes them all feel comfortable. Rosemary tells Dick that she fell in love with him the first moment she saw him and he pretends not to hear. Rosemary then talks with Tommy Barban about his participation in wars, and Tommy intimates to Rosemary that he likes Nicole very much. Brady attends the party as well and pales, in Rosemary's eyes, now that she can compare him to Dick. The McKiscos and their group arrive and generate a rather tense environment, which Dick wisely refuses to defuse. As they sit down to dinner, nobody can help but be personable and friendly in this magical environment created by the Divers, although McKisco repeatedly and unsuccessfully tries to initiate conversations with Dick across the table. The dinner ends, and the Divers go inside the house. Violet McKisco follows them inside to use the restroom while her husband exasperatedly attacks Barban for fighting on the side of the communists. Violet returns quite excited by something she's seen. As she begins to relate her story, Barban interrupts her, advising her not to discuss what goes on in the Diver house.


  Dick reemerges, instinctively separates Violet from Barban, and discusses literature with McKisco. Rosemary finally gets Dick alone, and he invites her to come to Paris with them to see Abe North off to America. Rosemary agrees, reiterating to Dick her love for him, and the guests head home. Rosemary and her mother go in one car with Brady, and the McKiscos and their group go in another with Barban. On the road back, Rosemary's car passes the other car parked by the side of the road, but they think nothing of it.


  Rosemary cannot sleep and wanders out before dawn to walk. She finds Campion, who explains that Violet continued to try to explain what she had seen in the Diver bathroom, and Barban kept interrupting her. He explains that there is going to be a duel just as Abe North appears and rudely interrupts him. Abe continues Campion's story, saying that Barban eventually screamed, asking McKisco to shut his wife up. McKisco suggested that they have a duel, and Barban accepted. Barban found a man to be his second, McKisco asked Abe to be his, and the duel was scheduled for dawn.


  Rosemary and Abe find McKisco, who is quite shaken by his own bravado and still rather drunk. Abe explains that they've set the distance between the duelers at the maximum, forty paces, since neither man wishes to kill the other. Rosemary declines the offer to attend and goes home to her mother. Mrs. Speers suggests that Rosemary go since she might be able to help if a man gets hurt. Rosemary rides with Campion to the golf course and watches the two men face off. They count to three, the men fire and both miss. Barban demands another shot, but Abe dissuades him. McKisco exults that he has acquitted himself so nobly. He cannot be silenced when Abe points out just how drunk he was. As if to drive the point home, McKisco vomits in the bushes.


  Commentary


  The scene at the movie studio serves several functions. It reveals Rosemary's youthful fickleness, showing that she can be so attracted to Brady just after confessing her love for Dick. In addition, the presence of a movie studio not only makes the Mediterranean somehow less rustic but also introduces acting as a theme. Los Angeles, as the home of movies, is referred to as the "city of thin partitions," but the partitions are thin throughout the book, and everybody acts. The thin partitions between sanity and insanity are always hinted at, and Dick's ability to be mannered emerges later as an act.


  The primary purpose of the party scene is to reveal the extraordinary and contagious sociability of Dick. He is not only charming, but able to sweep along entirely dissonant groups of people in his excitement. What Dick exhibits in this scene is exactly what he loses through the course of the novel. Showing Dick in his magnificence is essential to strengthening the character's dissolution.


  Dick's flirtations with Rosemary foreshadow their future affair, while Tommy Barban's remark about his caring for Nicole foreshadows that affair. At this point, the Divers' relationship is still strong, but we learn through Violet that they have a secret. While we do not learn until later that the secret is Nicole's mental instability, the scene serves to suggest that even the Divers have imperfections. The ideal world is pierced.


  Violence ensues. Short, captivating moments of violence erupt sporadically throughout the novel, each accompanying a profound shift in the narrative. The violence, too, always maintains a relationship with the rift between America and Europe. Abe North credits Tommy's "being French," and not his being a mercenary soldier, for his eagerness to duel. European violence, as in this scene, has an elegance; American violence, it is implied, lacks any such grace or nobility.


  The duel also serves as a turning point in McKisco's life. Whereas before and during the duel McKisco is treated by the text with nothing but contempt, after the duel he begins to change. The drunken accident of the duel gives McKisco a sense of self-confidence, which in turn launches him toward success. The juxtaposition of McKisco's rise against the fall of Dick and Abe provides both poignancy and a commentary on the potent intersection of personality with the accidents of fate.


  Chapters 12-16


  Summary


  That day, the Divers, Norths, and Rosemary lunch together in a restaurant and measure the "repose" of the Americans who come in to eat. Dick announces that he is the only American with repose and gleefully notes when each man who enters fidgets under the gaze of their party. Rosemary gets up from the table to call a movie house, asking them to give a showing of her successful film "Daddy's Girl." After her call, she overhears an intimate exchange between Dick and Nicole in which Dick sighs how much he wants Nicole, and they arrange to rendezvous at the hotel at four to be together. The exchange echoes through Rosemary's mind as she and Nicole go shopping after lunch, the elder showing the younger how to be careless with wealth. Just after four, Nicole offhandedly takes off for the hotel.


  Before leaving for Paris, the same party visits a World War I battlefield where Dick animatedly serves as guide. He spies a young girl bearing flowers to leave on her brother's grave, which she can't find. Dick instructs her to leave the flowers on a grave without looking at the name. The girl follows his instructions, comforted.


  They head to Paris and take drinks on a houseboat on the Seine, leaving Nicole in the hotel to rest. Abe continues to drink and Rosemary even takes a glass herself, her first, announcing that the previous day was her eighteenth birthday. Dick plans an extravagant birthday party for the following night. Abe and Dick discuss the works they had almost abandoned, the former his musical score, the latter his medical treatise, as Abe continues to fill Rosemary's glass. Perhaps fired by the liquor, Rosemary invites Dick into her room, across from his own, and asks him to take her. They kiss, but Dick declines the offer and tries to explain why they cannot have an affair, although the thought catches him more off guard than he is willing to admit. Dick leaves and Rosemary brushes her hair feverishly.


  Rosemary wakes the next morning and shops with Nicole, each of them noting that they lived in a similar neighborhood of Paris when they were young, each of their families economizing. Rosemary notes that economizing had very different implications for each, however. The two women meet Dick and the Norths for lunch, and Rosemary is delighted to discover that there are no serious repercussions from the night before. The whole group, adding Collis Clay, a Yale student Rosemary knew from the states, go to watch a showing of Rosemary's "Daddy's Girl" at a movie house. Everyone enjoys it, despite--or perhaps because of--the frank suggestion of sexuality between Rosemary's character and the father. Following the screening, Rosemary announces that she has arranged for a screen test for Dick, in which he adamantly refuses to participate, despite the jealous urgings of the others present.


  Nicole and the Norths leave together to ready Abe for his trip to America while Dick, Rosemary and Collis leave together as well. Though Collis wants to spend more time with the starlet, Dick and Rosemary drop him at his hotel and go to a party together. Dick warns Rosemary that she will not like the party, but that he must go to arrange for the purchase of a struggling friend's painting.


  Commentary


  The scene in the restaurant may be a confusing one to modern readers. Repose is a difficult concept to define; it refers to an ability to maintain grace and dignity at all times, even under scrutiny. Most of the Americans the party watches fidget in a way that communicates their nervousness. The scene serves to once again celebrate the practiced elegance of the hero.


  Dick's rendezvous with Nicole shows that he has private sexual longings. The urgency of his sexual request bears an interesting implication for his future affair with Rosemary. She does not revive sexual longings in him; she merely becomes the new receptacle for them. Dick's penchant for being a caretaker or father figure to women around him is revealed in the battlefield scene when he helps the young girl. Dick is able to make things emotionally comfortable for people, even with regard to the war. Fitzgerald continues to paint an increasingly flattering portrait of his hero.


  However, the battlefield scene also introduces the issue of World War I. This war left Europe in shambles, both on account of the loss of its young men, its physical destruction, and the overturning of economies. America felt some of these tremors as well, but emerged as a true economic superpower. This wealth, in some ways, accounts for the world that Fitzgerald portrays in Europe. Americans came over by the boatload, bearing with them their wealth. This new power dynamic between the American travelers and the native hosts accounts for some of the strange relationships that emerge. Dick's visceral and eloquent, if exaggerated, account of the war reveals his sensitivity to the European concern. He is a character who never saw action in the war, but his world changed remarkably as a result of it.


  The fact that Rosemary and Nicole have different ideas of economizing helps highlight an interesting similarity and difference between the two. The two are similar in that they are both financially independent women; neither needs to rely on men for her economic well being. The difference rests on the idea that while Rosemary is a new woman who has worked for her money, Nicole inherited hers. What Dick has to offer each of them is not money, but something more human.


  The screening of Rosemary's movie shows how she made her money. Dick's refusal to get the screen test she offers puts her world in a somewhat negative light. He explains that acting is fine for her but not for him; he is more serious. Dick is closer to the movie than he lets on, though, and the role of the "Daddy's Girl" becomes almost a theme of the novel. We learn later that Nicole too was a daddy's girl, but her sexual relationship with her father went beyond suggestion. Dick later becomes a father figure to Nicole and acts as one to Rosemary even as he declines her advances in her hotel room.


  Chapters 17-21


  Summary


  Dick warns Rosemary that she will not like the party, and he is quite right. It is an ultra-modern, artistic party filled with catty people. Rosemary overhears three women badmouthing the Divers and anxiously finds Dick, who guides them out of the party. In the cab back to the hotel, they embrace and kiss ravenously. Dick reveals that he is in love with Rosemary also, but that the affair still cannot proceed. He explains that he loves Nicole and that she is not strong. The two head into the hotel together, kissing at every flight of stairs. Rosemary writes her mother all about it as soon as she reaches her room, concerned that she was no longer missed.


  That night, Rosemary, the Divers, the Norths and Collis go out on a wild party, staying out all night dancing, drinking and playing pranks--finally riding among the carrots in the back of a produce truck. Toward morning, Mary North asks Rosemary to help her get the drunk Abe on his boat to America, and she reluctantly leaves the Divers to lend a hand.


  At eleven the next morning, the whole group, excluding Collis, meets at the train station to see Abe off. Before leaving, Abe speaks alone with Nicole, saying he is sick of spending time with the Divers, and the narrator explains that he had been sick with love for Nicole for years. Nicole evades the conversation by speaking with an acquaintance she spots in the crowd, but the woman snubs her. As the train pulls away, the same woman twice fires a revolver at an Englishman, killing him. Dick discovers her identity, Maria Wallis, and resolves to go to the police station to help her. Nicole, noticing he is showing off for Rosemary, goes to phone Maria's family in Paris instead. Left alone, Dick and Rosemary rekindle their love for one another. The three leave the station quite shaken.


  Rosemary, unnerved, leaves the Divers at a cafe to go meet some officials at the studio. Collis arrives and greets the couple without due formality, exasperating Nicole enough to force her to leave. Left alone, Collis relates a story to Dick about a dalliance Rosemary had on a train with a friend of his. Rosemary and this young man had apparently locked the door of a Pullman car and pulled down the shades. Such behavior was not allowed for an unmarried couple at the time, and the conductor was furious, but Collis brags that he was able to smooth things over. Dick grows extremely jealous at the story and the refrain "Do you mind if I pull down the curtain. Please do. It's too light in here" runs repeatedly through his head.


  Dick leaves Collis to go to the bank, where he wishes to withdraw money but is faced with a predicament. The predicament is never clearly spelled out, but involves Diver's finances and forces him to deliberate quite ponderously on which teller will require the least amount of questioning. He makes his decision, gets his money and leaves. In his taxi, Dick heads for the movie studio to which he knew Rosemary had gone, knowing full well that this action indicates a turning point in his life. Standing around for almost an hour, a shady character approaches Dick and begins asking him questions, perhaps intending to rob him. Before Dick leaves him, the man shows Dick a cartoon clipping from a newspaper that depicts Americans pouring into Paris on a liner freighted with gold.


  Dick calls Rosemary at the hotel, glancing at bottles as he does so, aglow with confusion and love for her. They exchange lovers' words. As Dick hangs up, though, she finishes a letter to her mother telling her of a new love she's found, conceding that she does still love Dick best. Dick calls Nicole and they agree to go to a show together. Rosemary stays home alone.


  Commentary


  In these chapters, the idyllic Diver world begins to crumble. Dick falls for Rosemary. The imagery of youth surrounds his infatuation with her. As they kiss, "her mouth was all new and warm." Of course, Nicole mustn't find out about the affair, and Dick is torn between his two loves. He reveals that he loves Nicole not only out of genuine emotion, but partially out of obligation, since she is "not strong." This is the first overt hint that Nicole has problems.


  The world does not crumble at once, however. Dick can still throw a fine, even hilarious party, initiating Rosemary into the world of all night revelries. But at the train station, the world unravels further. Beyond Abe's accusations that the Divers are not fun anymore, there is the murder, which can be viewed on several levels. In an attempt to avoid some truth that existed between Abe and herself, Nicole goes over to visit with the murderer. Once again, an attempt to cover up the truth leads to violence, as with the duel after the dinner party. Also, metaphorically, Maria Wallis, an American, commits a murder against a European, a symbol of the social relations between the continents. Finally, the importance of civility reappears. Though half joking, Nicole feels vindicated and relieved that the reason Maria snubbed her was that she was planning her murder. She cares nothing for the situation that led to someone's death, only of her own social status.


  Even Dick himself seems to crumble. Dick's attempt to help Maria Wallis is revealed as showing off for Rosemary. He becomes wildly jealous when he learns of her affair on the train. He even has money trouble. Though Fitzgerald leaves us to wonder what his predicament is (it is revealed later that he is withdrawing Nicole's money and not his own), the mystery of it effectively makes us reconsider our affection for Dick. Dick then makes a conscious turn in his life in trying to find Rosemary. He turns away from his practiced perfection and toward a new desperation. The fact that he eyes the bottles while he talks to Rosemary on the phone connects this new phase of his life with liquor, foreshadowing his imminent alcoholism. Finally, the childish quality of Rosemary's letter, which tells how she loves someone else, has the effect of making her seem younger and making Dick's affection for her all the more ridiculous.


  The shady fellow who approaches Dick has two important functions. On the one hand, he and his cartoon both embody and verbalize the new economic American imperialism discussed in the previous section. This man becomes connected with the idea of America, and also with the status of Dick's marriage: this character appears in the book just twice, both times at crucial moments in his marriage. Here, the man appears at the moment Dick decides to pursue his affair with Rosemary. Later, he will appear as Dick arranges for his divorce from Nicole. While in this scene Dick spurns him, in the latter one he welcomes the man's presence. One can read this change in Dick as demonstrating a deeper change in his character. This shows attitudes toward his own gentility and his separation from America. In this scene, maintaining his strength despite his intended affair, Dick turns the man away.


  Chapters 22-25


  Summary


  Nicole is awakened early the next morning by a French police officer looking for Abe North. She denies any involvement and leaves to shop with Rosemary. Upon their return to the hotel, they find Dick excited about a phone call he just received from Abe. Abe had not left the country, had been robbed, and had accused a black man of the robbery. A race riot ensued. Nicole reminisces on the fine times they had had in the past with Abe, remembering how nice he was. The three of them lunch downstairs beside a group of women who had lost men in the war. The refrain about pulling down the curtain reverberates through Dick's mind.


  The scene shifts to a very drunk Abe in the Ritz bar, telling the bartender he wants to go home to America. Abe hears that Jules Peterson, a black man, has come to the bar looking for him but cannot be admitted. The scene shifts to Dick knocking on Rosemary's door at the hotel. They talk and kiss several times when a knock comes at the door. Abe and Jules Peterson, a shoemaker, burst in. Peterson had testified as a witness that money had been stolen from Abe, and the police had arrested a prominent black restaurateur. He had angered many people in doing so. Dick orders Abe to leave and not to return unless he agrees not to drink. Abe's goodbye rings with finality.


  Dick and Rosemary kiss and when Rosemary returns to her room, she finds Peterson stretched out dead on her bed, killed by one of the men he had angered. She screams for Dick who immediately realizes that this incident would stain Rosemary's career. He removes the body from the room and calls the manager to have the body removed without questions. Because of Dick's former charms, the manager agrees. Rosemary looks at him with great admiration, but more problems loom ahead. Rosemary hears Nicole screaming from the other room and realizes that this is what Violet McKisco had seen in the Diver bathroom in the Riviera.


  Commentary


  The sequence of events leading up to and including the murder of Jules Peterson contains a number of interesting items, but perhaps the most notable among them is the utter disregard for the life of Mr. Peterson or the other blacks harmed. The episode of Jules Peterson is treated as one to which the Americans must respond to save their reputations, not as a tragic incident. Abe, caught up in his own dissolution, cares little for the people he has harmed. He immediately disappears when Dick tells him to do so, leaving Peterson to die.


  The death occurs in the midst of Rosemary and Dick's stolen kisses, and the violence somehow symbolizes the violence that Dick is inflicting on his marriage and his respectability. When they finally discover the body, Dick's sole intention is to save their reputations. He achieves this end quite expeditiously, by means of charms he had "expended" on the manager in the past.


  The prevailing sentiments at that time among people of the Divers' class were that people of African descent were inferior (Peterson is not even allowed in the Ritz Bar). Yet Peterson's blackness is not the sole reason that they have no regard for his life--the Divers seem to have little regard for anyone's lives but their own. Just as Nicole's final thoughts on Maria Wallis lingered on social conventions rather than the fact that Maria had shot and killed someone, so too this murder is received only in terms of its relationship with the Divers' social status.


  The Divers do suffer from this violence, though. Fitzgerald concludes Book 1 with the revelation of Nicole's mental instability. The ideal world, which had been so painstakingly acted out has finally crumbled. The terrible Diver secret is revealed to Rosemary and the reader both.


  At this point both Rosemary's perspective and a strict adherence to chronology lose their importance and are terminated. Through Rosemary's eyes, we met the Divers, loved them and their world and then watched as the perfection of their world dissolved. Book 1 is chilling and beautiful in the way it dispenses secrets and carries the action forward. Now it remains to finish the story, filling in its beginning and then continuing with the end.


  Chapters 1-7


  Summary


  The story shifts now to tell the history of Dick Diver. Dick had gone to Yale, been a Rhodes scholar, and followed Freud to Vienna to learn psychology. He lived a solitary scholar's life in Vienna, studying and researching for a book he planned to write while the war began around him. He moved to Zurich in 1917, completed his degree and, when American entered the war, was sent to France with a neurological unit. The story picks up on his return to Zurich after the war in 1919.


  Dick meets with Franz Gregorovius, or Dr. Gregory as his American patients call him, a fellow student and a friend of Dick's. Dr. Gregory asks if Dick had come to see the girl, and we learn that Dick had met Nicole Warren as he was leaving for France in his military uniform, and she was checking into the Zurich clinic. Nicole had taken a liking to Dick, and had written him about fifty letters in the eight months he was stationed in France, excerpts of which appear interspersed in the text. The first letters display an unsound mind, but she begins to improve.


  Dr. Gregory then tells the story of her illness. Mr. Devereux Warren, a wealthy man from Chicago, had admitted his daughter into the clinic, explaining that she had acquired an intense, and gradually more and more insane, fear of men. Mr. Warren left without telling the whole story, but Dr. Dohmler urged him to return. Mr. Warren narrated how after his wife died, he spent a great deal of time with Nicole, and they were very close. He tells how "We were just like lovers--and then all at once we were lovers." Dr. Dohmler ordered the incestuous father home to Chicago.


  Dr. Gregory explains that Nicole's condition had improved considerably and that Dick had been instrumental in her improvement. They agree that Dick should treat her gently and Dick, who announces he wants to be the greatest psychologist to ever live, dines with Dr. Gregory and his modest bride. Dick meets Nicole and they spend a night talking and listening to phonograph records. The two do not see each other for some time while Dick works on a book and then meets with Dr. Gregory and Dr. Dohmler to discuss the case. They all agree that Dick ought to gently extricate himself from her life. Dick lets Nicole down gently, and she is upset, but not devastated.


  Commentary


  We learn that Dick was not always wealthy nor did he always possess his inimitable social graces. Dick's impressive education and his zealous study helped him grow into the admirable person we saw through Rosemary's eyes in Book 1. The descriptions of Dick's times at Yale and his early hermit's habits indicate that Dick was not born so spectacular, but worked hard to become so. Many of his manners and graces are taught, not genetic. This makes his development seem parallel to that of McKisco, whose morning of dueling made him the success he was. Also, we learn that Dick was not rich. He married his money.


  Nicole had truly been a "Daddy's Girl," growing up without her mother. The sexual relationship that developed between her and her father explains the source of her insanity and gives a sinister edge to the theme of the daddy's girl. Dick played a similar role in helping her regain her health. He acted as a symbolic father figure in helping her emerge from her condition. It is somewhat ironic, too, that Nicole fell in love with Dick in his military uniform and refers to him in her letters as a captain, not as a doctor. It suggests in Nicole a love of violence; and because the military man helps cure her, violence within the novel gains a therapeutic aspect.


  Dick, in his very clinical and rational way, agrees that he must not continue to see Nicole, just as he very rationally and clinically told Rosemary why they could not have an affair. The fact that the reader knows that Dick and Nicole marry foreshadows the fact that his clinical denial of Rosemary will be aborted as well.


  Far more important, though, are Dick's dreams and what he recognizes a marriage to Nicole would mean. Fitzgerald's ability to present the totality of a life in the shortest phrase is nowhere more apparent than when he writes of Dick's time as a reclusive scholar: "Most of us have a favorite, a heroic period, in our lives and that was Dick Diver's." In this period of his life, and in all of them leading up to the events of Book 1, Dick is presented as a driven and ambitious scholar, not the socialite that we have come to know. In his discussions with the other doctors, it is clearly observed that if Dick marries Nicole, she will become his life's work. He will be both her husband and her doctor and that will consume him. With this in mind, in line with the logic of his life, Dick agrees to terminate his relationship with her, although he has begun to have feelings for her.


  Chapters 8-13


  Summary


  Dick dreams of Nicole, somewhat dissatisfied that their relationship ended so clinically. While on a vacation in a small Swiss town, Dick meets Nicole and her sister, Baby, by chance. Nicole is quite in love with him and he is taken by her youth. Dick dines with the Warrens, and Baby intimates her plan to lure, with their great wealth, a doctor-groom to take care of Nicole at all times. Dick scoffs at the plan, but before he knows it he is kissing Nicole and in that kiss, he loses any ability he had to keep her out of his heart. Though she does not wish them to marry as Dick suspects, Baby asks Dick to accompany Nicole back to Zurich. They leave for Zurich together and know that they will be together from then on.


  By the next scene, Nicole and Dick are engaged, despite the disapproval of Baby. Dick gives his pedigree to try to convince her of his worth; the son of a clergyman, great-grandson of a governor, Yale graduate and Rhodes scholar. A montage follows, highlighting the happy moments of their marriage, the birth of their two children, which send Nicole into depression, and their travels throughout the world. All the while, Dick tries, with increasing difficulty, to maintain financial independence from his rich wife. This montage, which includes the fact that Dick's book sold very well, Nicole's suspicion that Tommy Barban is in love with her, and her suspicions concerning Rosemary, leads right back up to the resumption of the narrative where it had left off.


  Dick sits in a cafe with Mrs. Speers, saying goodbye before the actress and her mother leave for America. Dick tells Mrs. Speers in a self-indulgent way that he is in love with her daughter. The mother and daughter leave, and Dick feels Rosemary's absence quite sharply. Dick is also concerned for his wife's mental health after her two recent breakdowns, but by December she seems well again, and they go on holiday to the Alps with Baby and the family. Dr. Gregory appears and proposes to Dick that they buy a clinic together that is going out of business in Switzerland. Baby, intrigued by the idea of having her sister live in close proximity to a sanitarium, urges them to go through with it and offers her financial backing. Dick feels trapped at the prospect of being so financially dependent, but agrees to Dr. Gregory's proposition.


  Commentary


  We see more clearly how Nicole changes Dick's life. Though trying to busy himself otherwise, Dick meets Nicole again on a funicular carrying them up to a small resort town. The symbolic imagery of ascension parallels that of their relationship as they rise toward engagement. Upon reaching the top, Dick goes to the cheaper hotel, explaining that he is "economizing." The reappearance of this word recalls Rosemary and the young Nicole, while also highlighting Dick's poverty.


  Baby's suggestion that the Warrens can buy a doctor-groom for Nicole makes Dick laugh out loud, but money is a partial factor in his decision to marry even though he does not want it to be.


  When they kiss, another very important thematic element is revealed, if not the most important. When they kiss, Dick finds proof of his own existence in her eyes. This encapsulates the way that Dick's existence, as the doctors had suspected, becomes reduced to taking care of Nicole. She, not scholarship, becomes his existence. She is his case.


  Baby, however, does not approve of the marriage. Even though he is the amazing man to whom we were introduced in Book 1, she pigeonholes him into being a "shabby-snobby" intellectual, and not a true aristocrat. Baby prefers Englishmen and Dick: the American royalty, does not measure up.


  Dick's book is published shortly after the marriage and is quite successful. But he cannot write after that. In Nicole's rich montage of thoughts, she notes that Dick can no longer write, and she tires of waiting for him to make more money. Amidst the gaiety of their travels and Nicole's depressions, he ceases to be the writer that he was and it pains him. His intellect has begun to dull, on account, presumably, of Nicole.


  The transition from the past to the present and Dick's confession of love for Rosemary with Mrs. Speers is a powerful one. All of the events of the preceding pages are erased or annulled. Dick's precocious dreams of great scholarship are gone. Dick has given up his aspirations for Nicole, and Nicole has shown signs of relapse into insanity. In a way, he has lost. It is in this state that he accepts the idea to purchase the clinic.


  Chapters 14-19


  Summary


  After a year and a half at their new clinic, things are not going well. Dick is dissatisfied and Nicole is not feeling very strong. Dick's heart goes out to one of his patients, an artist who is losing her battle for sanity and her beauty.


  Things worsen when Nicole discovers a note from a former patient accusing Dick of seducing her daughter. Dick had kissed the girl but angered her when he would not allow the affair to continue, but Nicole assumes the worst. Dick takes the family to a fair where Nicole flees and becomes hysterical. On their drive back to the clinic, she grabs the wheel and runs the car off the road, almost killing them all and laughing the whole time.


  Dick decides to take a leave of absence and heads to Berlin, leaving his family at the clinic. Dick meets Tommy Barban by chance, who has just helped the Russian Prince Chillicheff escape from hiding in Russia. Dick learns from Tommy that Abe North was been beaten to death that morning in a speakeasy in New York. He is aghast, while all the men can talk about is what club he crawled to before he died.


  Quite shaken, Dick heads to Innsbruck, thinking how the spear of his intellect has been blunted over the years of his marriage and how he has lost himself. He considers having an affair with a pretty woman he meets in his hotel lobby, but it doesn't materialize. When he reaches his room, he finds a telegram reporting the death of his father. Dick calls Nicole, regretting his past, before shipping home to New York.


  Reaching America, Dick feels he has come home. He lays his father's body to rest in a graveyard full of his family. On his return to Europe, Albert McKisco is billed as the ship's most precious cargo. Changed by his duel with Tommy Barban, McKisco has become a well regarded, if somewhat simple, writer. Dick finds the man's company pleasant now that he no longer displays his old inferiority complex.


  Arriving in Rome and checking into a hotel, Dick bumps into Rosemary, and they make a date to meet. Collis Clay reappears as well, down from studying architecture in Florence.


  Commentary


  The sanitarium by no means improves the mental stability of the Divers. Dick, perhaps confronted by his own unrealized dreams, cannot hold it all together anymore. His affection for young girls dooms him again, even though he has done little wrong. Nicole's proximity to the institution hurts, rather than helps her convalescence. Nicole's violent outburst forces a change in Dick's life and ultimately produces an irrevocable turning point for him.


  The moment in which he learns of Abe's death is the first time that violence gains an importance to Dick beyond its influence on his social status. Perhaps Dick sees in Abe's death a prefiguring of his own future.


  The news of his father's death hits Dick hard. In the midst of his crisis, his father's purity and stringent adherence to fine manners causes Dick to further observe how far he has fallen. He has not been as good as his father.


  On reaching America, Dick's "homeland," he feels a link with his environment, but at the same time he realizes that with the death of his father his last tie with America has been severed. He thinks to himself that he will likely not return, and yet this very moment foreshadows his return. These small New York burghs are his home, and Dick's American identity is never more evident.


  The reappearance of McKisco, with his new success and confidence, serves here to highlight Dick's failures. Though Dick is blessed with more fundamental gifts, McKisco has been recognized as the success.


  Chapters 20-23


  Summary


  Dick and Rosemary pick up right where they had left off. Dick goes to her room, they talk of the four intervening years, and kiss. They part for the night but meet the following morning and go to the set of her movie. They lunch afterward and go to her room and, finally, make love.


  Dick runs into Baby in the lobby after his affair. She urges Dick to sell the clinic and move Nicole to England. Dick lunches with Rosemary the following day, and he grows jealous asking about what love affairs she has had in the intervening years. Rosemary leaves in anger, and Dick thinks about how he no longer brings happiness to people.


  Frustrated, Dick goes down to the bar and ignores a note from Rosemary telling him she is in her room. Instead of going to her, Dick and Collis go out drinking. Dick dances with a young English girl, but before he knows it, he is drunk, and she is gone. He tries to get a taxi to his hotel, but finds the taxi's price too high. After an argument, Dick slaps the driver and is beaten by a mob of Italians. Dick finds himself in the police station, and after being reprimanded, he punches one of the men present. The police beat Dick and take him to jail. Before landing on the stone floor of the prison, Dick offers someone a hefty sum of money to find Baby Warren.


  Baby is awakened and goes immediately to the jail to see Dick. She runs frantically from the Embassy to the Consulate, but despite her pleas and her wealth, they can do nothing until the morning. Baby gets Collis to join her and finally persuades the vice-consul to join her as well. Dick is finally released, but he is badly hurt, and has lost status in the eyes of his sister-in-law.


  Commentary


  Dick and Rosemary finally finish what they began at the beginning of the book, at the beginning of Dick's fall from grace. This sexual consummation effectively functions as the consummation of Dick's moral dissolution.


  In finally sleeping with Rosemary, Dick attempts to make disappear the intervening years in which the affair was on hold, but in actuality he only validates them. He recognizes that since he last saw Rosemary he has become less attractive; he is able to make himself attractive to Rosemary, but his need to do so only reveals that he needs her validation for his own self worth, something that he never would have needed before. In conquering Rosemary, Dick has, in fact, failed. He recognizes this, becomes jealous at what may have happened in between, and lashes out against his own frustration by carousing, reaching out for another girl and erupting in crass violence. The psychological portrait of Dick in his decay, reacting against the person he has become, is masterfully done.


  When Dick finally does get violent, at the depth of his fall, he lashes out as an American, without any sort of nobility. Dick, ever the one to strive for grace and control, is humiliated, furious with himself for acting so shamelessly. He cannot reconcile himself to what he has done, cannot make it right, and so his only recourse is to sink deeper, to embrace his new oblivion. Once again, violence marks a crucial turning point in the novel.


  Baby saves him from prison but not from himself. Her wealth and her forceful character get Dick released, but she has confirmed what she always thought of him. He is not an aristocrat or a gentleman, but a lush and a brawler. She has gained a moral superiority over Dick, which cannot be erased, and which justifies the way in which she used him only to treat Nicole. Dick, through his decline, has become the tool of the rich he once casually despised.


  Chapters 1-3


  Summary


  Frau Kaethe, the wife of Dr. Gregory, shares with her husband the dislike she harbors toward the Divers. She explains that Nicole treats her terribly, like a diseased person, and that she has begun to smell liquor on Dick's breath as he goes about his rounds. Dr. Gregory tries to defend his colleague, but her accusations have taken root, and he looks for a way to dislodge Dick from the clinic. He suggests to Dick that he go meet a wealthy prospective patient and his father. Senor Pardo y Cuidad Real, a Chilean, wanted to have his son, Francisco, admitted to eradicate his homosexual tendencies and his alcoholism. Dick concludes the case is hopeless, but happens upon another, more interesting case.


  Dick meets a man he met on the Riviera, a member of the McKisco party, who offers him condolences on the imminent death of Nicole's father. Dick discovers that Mr. Warren is dying and has come to Switzerland hoping to apologize to Nicole for his sexual abuse. Dick decides to consult Dr. Gregory concerning whether Nicole can see her father before giving his approval. Calling the clinic, Dick reaches Frau Kaethe and tells her the news and urges her to find her husband. She accidentally tells Nicole the news, and she rushes down to see her father. But before she arrives, Mr. Warren has risen from his deathbed and fled.


  A week later, an angry father volubly removes his alcoholic son from treatment at the clinic, on hearing that the boy had smelled liquor on Dick's breath several times. This is the last straw; when Dr. Gregory hears about it he agrees, with far less resistance than Dick would have suspected, that Dick should leave the clinic.


  Commentary


  These scenes serve to further highlight Dick's professional self-destruction. Though he intends to set a regimen for himself to reduce his alcohol intake, he does not think drinking is a problem even though it his job to cure people of alcoholism. His resignation in the face of the prospective patient underscores his professional boredom. Dick has reached the end of the line as a professional clinician. /PARAGRAPH It is interesting that Kaethe makes the accusations that bring Dick down. She is a European worker, and Fitzgerald takes pains to point out the fact that she smells like one. She dislikes and distrusts the Americans, who view her as a peasant. She, characterized as a true product of European soil, detects the dissolution of the American before anyone else. Her powers of perception derive from her steadiness, a trait presented as thoroughly un-American.


  Mr. Warren's appearance and his desire to apologize to Nicole on his deathbed emphasize the fear of the truth that runs through the novel. Dick concludes, telling an apathetic Nicole, that it was fear that shook Mr. Warren out of his deathbed and back to America. Perhaps Dick offers such a skillful diagnosis because he himself understands the symptoms so deeply. Both he and Mr. Warren fear the truth of their pasts and must evade them.


  Dick's father is the only person who dies peacefully in the entire book. Regret plays a fundamental role in the novel. Those who regret cannot die peacefully or simply cannot die. The fact that Dick continues to live on at the close of the book reinforces the strength of his regret.


  Chapters 4-7


  Summary


  The Divers head south to their villa on the Riviera. They live comfortably with few interruptions, spending a great deal of time with their children, until they go to visit Mary North. After her husband's death, Mary remarried Hosain, the Conte di Minghetti, a wealthy man from southwestern Asia. Dick gets drunk to relieve the boredom of their stay. Through a misunderstanding about their child's bath, the Divers inadvertently insult Hosain's sister, whom they mistook for a maid. Mary, furious, demands an apology, but instead Dick insults her for being so boring.


  After an altercation with their drunken cook back at their villa, who accused Dick of drinking too much and threatened him with a knife, the Divers' marriage reaches a low point. Rather than confronting the problem, Dick decides to obnoxiously board the boat of one of their acquaintances. On the boat, Dick drinks heavily and offends an English woman, Lady Caroline, while Nicole finds Tommy Barban and they talk through the night. Tommy drives the couple home and stays the night.


  In the morning, Nicole gives Tommy the family's whole bottle of cough medicine despite Dick's objections. That morning she overhears two gardeners discussing an affair one of them had had with a young woman, after which the Divers receive letters from both Rosemary and Tommy.


  The following morning the Divers go to the beach together and find Rosemary. They go out in a boat with some of Rosemary's friends and Dick tries to impress the starlet with a trick he was once able to do on the water-skis, riding with a man on his shoulders. Despite his best efforts, Dick can no longer perform the trick. Mary North appears and snubs the Divers, but even that cannot cause Dick to tumble too far in Rosemary's estimation. They continue to flirt, even in the face of Nicole's obvious anger.


  Rosemary senses Nicole's anger and tries to change the subject to the Divers' children. She asks the younger girl, Topsy, if she wants to be an actress. Nicole rebukes Rosemary for even suggesting it, storms away back to her villa and sends a provocative letter to Tommy Barban.


  The Divers spend that evening with their children, but feel estranged from one another. Upon returning from shopping the following morning, Nicole discovers that Dick has gone to Provence to spend some time alone. Tommy Barban calls and says that he is coming to see Nicole.


  Commentary


  Dick's decision to spend such a great deal of time with his children indicates his lack of interest in work. Dick has seemingly abandoned his legacy as a scholar and so devotes himself to the legacy of his children. The children begin to play a role in the narrative as well. Their prominent importance in the scene with Mary acts as a prime example.


  But this scene contains far more. On a basic level it reveals Dick's complete lack of regard for the people around him. He no longer makes everybody feel comfortable and happy; he causes disasters and does not care to repair them. On another level, Mary has succeeded and she represents the surviving legacy of the self-destructive husband. If Dick is mimicking the path of Abe, Mary's example suggests that Nicole can emerge from Dick's self-destruction without being consumed.


  Dick does continue to act self-destructively, but his actions in many ways lead to the healthy emergence of a new Nicole. When Nicole confronts her husband with the fact that their marriage is not working, Dick chooses not to respond with conversation but instead makes the problems worse by obnoxiously, and carelessly, boarding a private boat party. His tactic has a positive effect however, in that Nicole reestablishes contact with Tommy, the man through whom her salvation comes. That affair, though it will help destroy Dick, will save Nicole. Dick's insulting, obnoxious behavior on the boat only pushes Nicole toward Tommy more forcefully. The question of whether Dick is to some extent purposefully trying to push Nicole from him to Tommy is an interesting one that the book leaves unresolved. The seemingly trivial cough medicine incident makes it clear to Dick that Nicole has found a new love.


  Dick's decision to leave for Provence--it is unclear whether he goes with Rosemary or not--allows Nicole to have her affair with Tommy. Partially because of Dick's disintegration and infidelity, and partially because of the conversation of her employees that she overhears, Nicole decides that she wants to have an affair. She wants to make the final break with Dick that he had made with her long ago. Her decision to do so completes her cure. Up to this point, she had placed her sanity in the hands of Dick; now she is finally ready to act in an independent way. /PARAGRAPH An interesting stylistic shift takes place here as well. The novel's perspective shifts to follow Nicole. It remains with her through the end of the book. We follow Nicole toward her final achievement of mental health. Dick becomes an almost superfluous character at this point since he has already done all he can to help his wife.


  Chapters 8-13


  Summary


  Tommy arrives at the Divers house. He and Nicole drink a bottle of wine, then drive toward his hotel. At Nicole's urging, they stop midway at a beach hotel and make love. An American ship is leaving, and the local girls all wave goodbye. Nicole and Tommy make love again. Before daylight, Nicole returns home. Dick returns home that afternoon and finds Nicole confident and effectively cured. Finding him upset, Nicole tries to comfort Dick, but it is no use.


  At two o'clock that night, Dick receives a call that Mary North and Lady Caroline have landed themselves in prison, impersonating sailors and picking up girls. Dick spins out a yarn for the jailer that they are American royalty and the jailer releases them for a bribe.


  The next day, Dick and Nicole go to get their hair cut together. Before the cuts are finished, Tommy Barban appears and wants to talk. Tommy announces coolly that Nicole loves him and not Dick. The criminal that Dick met outside the movie studio in Paris appears announcing the Tour de France. They learn that the Tour will pass through any minute and the three quickly and gracefully decide that Dick and Nicole will divorce. /PARAGRAPH On the beach, Nicole and Tommy sit together while Dick has one last conversation with Mary North. She praises his old self, saying how everybody loved Dick. Dick crosses the beach like a pope. Nicole wants to go to him, but Tommy restrains her.


  In three paragraphs, we learn that Nicole marries Tommy, and Dick moves to New York to practice medicine. Nicole hears that he is well respected, but keeps moving to smaller and smaller towns, even married once, presumably to escape problems with girls. /PARAGRAPH


  Commentary


  In the face of Dick's weakness, Nicole finds her freedom. Fitzgerald writes, "The case was finished: Doctor Diver was at liberty." This sentence, in its reference to Dick once more as Doctor Diver, raises the possibility that Dick's abhorrent behavior had all been a ploy to encourage the recuperation of his wife. /PARAGRAPH However, it is a far stronger conclusion that Dick was truly ruined in the process of curing Nicole. The fact that he is called Doctor Diver, in this view, taking on a powerful irony.


  Yet though the second view seems more easily supportable than the first, Dick is not wholly ruined at the end of the book, as the scene in which he rescues Mary from prison reveals. He is still quite capable of acting with the extraordinary resolve and charisma that made him such a compelling man at the beginning of the book. This scene serves simply to show that the heroic Dick has not wholly been lost.


  The scene in which Dick relinquishes his wife to Tommy with such maturity further reinforces this claim. He does so with great grace, and does not allow himself to depend on anyone but himself for emotional support. He has achieved at least a partial escape from his dissolution. In curing his patient he was deeply affected and scarred, and missed out on his ambitions, but he was not destroyed.


  The fact that Nicole ends up with a military man, a soldier and a mercenary, is an interesting one. She fell in love with Dick when she saw him in his uniform, but Dick was not a soldier. Also, the fact that Tommy restrains Nicole when she wishes to go help her husband raises the suggestion that though she has found her freedom she will never be completely free from Dick; that their influence on each other will always, in some form, remain.


  Dick's life is similarly ambiguous, though less stable or happy than Nicole's. After gaining a final validation of his former glory and attractiveness from Mary, Dick disappears. He moves to America and becomes a rumour, a fitting existence for a man who dedicated his life to curing someone else. Yet he regains his charm, and embraces America, as his movement from city to small town represents. Not to say his life is perfectly happy: he carries with him regret, and perhaps for this reason he cannot die in the end of the novel, but, like Nicole's father, lives on. Dick's greatest achievement, it seems, was curing Nicole, and both of them will forever be affected by the creative struggle that that cure entailed.


  The fact that at the novel's end the perspective remains with Nicole rather than follow Dick serves several purposes. On the one hand it allows Dick to disappear in mystery, to dissolve. On the other hand, it establishes Nicole as Dick's caretaker, as the healthy one. In her health, Dick achieves validation for the decision he made to devote himself to Nicole. He achieved greatness through his cure of one person, at least. Yet even while highlighting Dick's greatness, this stylistic mood also reduces him, transforms him from hero to helper, and fixes Nicole at the novel's center.


  Study Questions


  
    
      
        Is Dick American?
      


      By birth, of course, Dick is an American, but as the hero of a novel that explores the differences between American and European cultures, the question is more complicated. Dick possesses manners and sensibilities that distinguish him from Americans. We learn in the opening chapters that he and his wife structure their day like the "older civilizations." Dr. Gregory explains to his wife when she is attacking Dick, that the book he wrote was so scholarly that everybody assumed he was English. During his decline, however, Dick reverts to his American roots. He loses the scholarly reserve and great manners, which had set him apart from his compatriots, and, in his greatest moment of weakness, he retreats to what Fitzgerald considers a basic American violence. Though he thinks that he has severed himself from America in the act of burying his father, it is to America that he ultimately returns.

    


    
      
        Did Dick's relationship with Nicole ruin his career? If it was not Nicole, what contributed to Dick's inability to become a famous psychologist?
      


      On one level, Dick's total involvement in the health of his wife drains him of the energy to be an excellent doctor. The life of ease, which Nicole's money allows the couple, makes the working world of the physician seem meaningless. Nicole has little interest in his career, and her lack of interest is contagious. Seen in this way, Nicole did ruin Dick's career. However, one could also look at the way in which he cured Nicole as the culmination of all he had learned and set out to do as a doctor. From what he learned, and from his innate gifts, Dick is able to cure the person he cares most about in the world. In that way, his career is a complete success.

    

  


  
    
      Who is the main character in the novel? Is it Dick, Nicole, both, neither?
    


    All signs seem to point to Dick as the main character of the novel, not the least of which is the fact that Fitzgerald intended to name the book Dick Diver. Certainly, Dick's concerns and development seem to be the focal point of the work. Fitzgerald set out to write the portrait of such a man. And yet a case can be made that Nicole is the main character and that Dick is important only to the extent that he helps Nicole. As the focus of Dick's life work, she achieves an importance that Dick does not. She moves from being an enigmatic character, to an unhealthy character, and then to a healthy one. Certainly the shift to her point of view at the end of the novel lends credence to this thesis. It is she, cured, with whom we remain at the close of the book, she whose change we are left to witness. Dick mysteriously dissolves. If nothing else, the book is more about the two of them and their life together than it is about just one of them.


    
      Fitzgerald always regretted the chronology he chose for the book and even rewrote it after publication, intending for the straightforward telling of events to be the final manuscript. Which way would the book have been more effective?
    


    
      Does Dick cure Nicole?
    


    
      Does Dick love Rosemary? If so, in what way? If not, why does he have an affair with her?
    


    
      Does Nicole love Tommy Barban? If so, in what way? If not, why does she marry him?
    


    
      To what extent is Baby Warren in control of her sister's life?
    


    
      To what extent does the ending of the novel, with Dick vanishing in America, resolve problems that the novel established? Is it a good ending? If so, why? If not, why not and how could it have been better?
    

  

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Tender is the
Night

F. Scott Fitzgerald





OEBPS/OEBPS/cover.jpg
Tender is the
Night

F. Scott Fitzgerald





