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Preface

Containing a section on each state and territory, this encyclopedia represents a new way of looking at the American Civil War. Each section begins with an initial overview on that state or territory and then has entries on prominent cities and military establishments such as forts, navy yards, and foundries. Following these are leading politicians (to include all Civil War governors) and other prominent civilians and then important military figures. We have placed some military individuals in the states in which they had the greatest interest and impact or in which they lived the longest, rather than the states in which they were born. The last category is that of key battles within that particular state or territory. Unlike the other categories, which appear alphabetically, the battles are arranged chronologically. Publication limitations necessitate only the more influential individuals and the battles occurring in that particular state or territory.

Although all states and territories are covered, some states have much more material than others, partly because few battles occurred in the North or in the territories. Virginia is the leader. With half of all Civil War battles taking place in the Old Dominion and with prominent leaders such as Generals Winfield Scott, Stonewall Jackson, and Robert E. Lee, it would be difficult not to accord Virginia first place in this regard, but other states such as North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee also have longer sections, as does Ohio, which made a major contribution to the war effort.

In addition to the introduction to each state or territory, the encyclopedia has 612 separate entries and a selective bibliography, all totaling some 360,000 words.

SPENCER C. TUCKER AND PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Alabama

INTRODUCTION

Alabama’s strategic location in the southern United States on the Gulf of Mexico and its armament facilities made the state a key Confederate stronghold during the American Civil War. Alabama encompasses 51,705 square miles and is bordered by Mississippi to the west, Georgia to the east, Tennessee to the north, and Florida and the Gulf of Mexico to the south. The 1860 census listed the state’s population at 964,041, of which 526,271 were white and 437,770 were African Americans, virtually all slaves.

Alabama was a largely rural state at the time, and its major economic pursuits were small-scale farming and large plantation-style cultivation. Nearly 1 million bales of cotton per year were being produced by 1860, but there were 1,459 manufacturing establishments in the state, most located in and around Birmingham, Selma, Montgomery, and Mobile. Alabama also produced some 40,000 tons of iron, making it the Confederacy’s largest supplier of this crucial commodity. Because of the great strategic importance of Mobile and Mobile Bay, the Alabama coast of the Gulf of Mexico was a key Union target.

On January 11, 1861, Alabama became the fourth state to secede from the Union. On February 4, delegates from the Southern states that had already seceded gathered in Montgomery to form the new Confederate government, appointing a provisional congress and choosing Jefferson Davis as president of the Confederate States of America. Montgomery served as the capital of the Confederacy until Virginia seceded in May 1861, and the government relocated to Richmond.

Governor Andrew B. Moore, an enthusiastic supporter of the new government, arranged a $500,000 loan drawn from Alabama’s state treasury to help finance the fledgling Confederacy and the early war effort. He also ordered the seizure of federal facilities and sponsored a statewide effort to gather rifles and other small arms, even before the war officially began in April 1861.

Alabamians responded enthusiastically to the call to arms. Meanwhile, thousands of African American slaves were dragooned into war work, working alongside Confederate soldiers and performing innumerable support tasks. The slaves built and repaired roads, port facilities, rail lines, and bridges and even worked in mines and arms factories. In one part of northern Alabama, however, a pocket of antislavery sentiment produced a brief pro-Union drive in the state, spearheaded by Alabama state representative Hugh Lawson Clay, but the effort proved unsuccessful.

At the start of the war, Alabama militia and state forces captured the forts overlooking Mobile Bay and took control of the federal arsenal in Mount Vernon. No fighting occurred in Alabama until 1862, when Union forces invaded and by 1863 held large sections of the state, especially in the north. The Union incursion ensured that nearly every adult male capable of combat duty enlisted in the Confederate ranks, yet some 2,500 white Alabamians and 10,000 ex-slaves joined the Union ranks. It is estimated that as many as 125,000 Alabamians served in the Confederate Army, providing the Confederacy with 65 infantry regiments, 15 cavalry regiments, and at least 20 artillery batteries. Although precise statistics on Alabama’s war losses are unavailable, it is believed that anywhere from 25,000 to 75,000 Alabamians lost their lives during the course of the war.

Alabama was an important manufacturing center for the Confederacy, and its 16 ironworks produced the bulk of the shells and shot used during the war. Its munitions factories also cranked out large numbers of rifles, artillery pieces, and other accoutrements of war. Most notably, the Selma Naval Ordnance Works produced on average one large cannon every five days. By early 1865, munitions facilities in Selma employed upward of 10,000 workers. The state was also home to nitrate works, where gunpowder was made, and the state’s Confederate Navy Yard produced ships, including the ironclad steamer Tennessee, launched in 1863. Alabama also provided the Confederacy with numerous high-profile officers, including Lieutenant General James Longstreet and Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes.

In June 1865 less than two months after the war ended, the Andrew Johnson administration appointed a provisional governor for Alabama. In September, a state convention officially outlawed slavery and rescinded the 1861 secession ordnance. A delegation to represent the state in Washington was elected in November, but Congress refused to seat it. In 1867 Congress placed Alabama under military control, because of which former Confederate supporters were disenfranchised. A November 1867 constitutional convention ensured that Congress’s Reconstruction policies held sway. In June 1868 Alabama’s new constitution took effect, and the state was readmitted to the Union.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Mobile, Alabama

City located at the head of Mobile Bay on its western shore in far southwestern Alabama. In 1860, Mobile had a population of 29,258 and was home to the Confederacy’s second-largest port on the Gulf of Mexico coast, behind only New Orleans. When the Confederate States of America was formed in 1861, Mobile became the new nation’s fourth-largest city. Mobile had a large shipping and shipbuilding presence, and several Confederate warships were built there, including the gunboats Morgan and Gaines. There was also a robust manufacturing base in Mobile. For these reasons, Confederate officials moved to fortify the city at the very inception of war in 1861.

Early in the war, the Union placed the Gulf coast under a naval blockade. This prompted blockade-runners to secure fast shallow-draft vessels that could elude Union warships, allowing a small amount of cargo—especially cotton—to leave Mobile for Europe and Mexico. After the fall of New Orleans in April 1862, Mobile became the Confederacy’s largest city and principal port on the Gulf coast.

Several military hospitals were located in Mobile, including Mobile City Hospital where a sizable number of soldiers and civilians were treated during several outbreaks of yellow fever. The city’s civilian population fared generally well during the war, dealing with the usual supply disruptions and war-induced inflation in good form. However, small riots occurred in April and September 1863 as mostly frustrated women agitated for more bread for their families.

Mobile Bay was the site of two significant Civil War actions. The first occurred on August 5, 1864, when Union rear admiral David G. Farragut secured Mobile Bay in the bloodiest naval battle of the war. Until the end of the conflict, the Federals controlled access to the bay. The second action was the Union siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865) that ended with Mobile’s surrender.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Hearn, Chester G. Mobile Bay and the Mobile Campaign: The Great Battle of the Civil War. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1998.

Thomason, Michael. Mobile: The New History of Alabama’s First City. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2001.

Montgomery, Alabama

Capital of the state of Alabama since 1846 and the capital of the Confederate States of America during February–May 1861. About 1817, John Scott brought the first group of settlers to the Montgomery area and founded Alabama Town about two miles downstream from the present-day downtown area. In June 1818 county courts moved from Fort Jackson to Alabama Town, and soon afterward Andrew Dexter founded New Philadelphia, the present-day eastern part of downtown. Scott and his associates built nearby a new town, East Alabama Town. The towns merged on December 3, 1819, and became the city of Montgomery, named after Major General Richard Montgomery, killed during the American Revolutionary War.

Montgomery grew steadily but slowly in the decades that followed. In 1822 the city became the county seat, and on January 28, 1846, the state legislature moved the capital from Tuscaloosa to Montgomery. On the eve of the Civil War in 1860, the city’s population was just 8,843. Although it was a thriving commercial and trade center, it boasted only two hotels and thus was ill-equipped to handle a large influx of visitors.

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union, and Alabama followed suit on January 11, 1861. On February 4, 1861, representatives from Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Carolina met in Montgomery to form the Confederate States of America. They selected Montgomery as the capital of the Confederacy and inaugurated Jefferson Davis as president on the steps of the Alabama State Capitol.

In May after Virginia seceded from the Union and the shooting war had begun, the Confederate capital was moved to Richmond, Virginia, as it quickly became clear that Montgomery lacked the facilities and infrastructure to act as a national capital. During the war Montgomery saw no major battles, but on April 12, 1865, following the Battle of Selma, Union major general James H. Wilson captured the city.

ROBERT B. KANE

Further Reading

Pickett, Albert James. History of Alabama. Birmingham, AL: Birmingham Book and Magazine, 1962.

Rogers, William Warren, Robert David Ward, Leah Rawls Atkins, and Wayne Flynt. Alabama: The History of a Deep South State. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1994.

Selma, Alabama

Important manufacturing center located along the Alabama River in central Alabama. Selma was served by two strategic railroads: the Alabama & Mississippi Railroad, which helped ship finished goods to other parts of the South, and the Tennessee & Alabama Railroad, which kept the town’s many industrial concerns supplied with coal and iron. Commercial traffic on the Alabama River also connected Selma with other parts of the country. In 1860, Selma’s population was only 1,809; an influx of workers and their families during the Civil War boosted that figure to at least 12,000 by 1865. Indeed, Selma became one of the Confederacy’s most important industrial centers, second perhaps only to Richmond, Virginia.

By 1861, Selma already had a critical mass of small foundries, niter and saltpeter manufacturers, machine shops, and the like. Selma’s industrial sector grew exponentially after New Orleans fell to Union forces in April 1862. That spring, Confederate officials decided to move the main Confederate arsenal at Mount Vernon, Alabama, to Selma, believing that Selma was safer and more easily defended. By the summer of 1862, the Selma Arsenal and associated naval foundry produced naval and land artillery, ammunition, caissons, and siege guns. Three small Confederate ironclads were also built in the city. As a result of this wartime production Selma’s economy prospered, and the city remained physically untouched by war until the very end of the conflict.

Beginning in the winter of 1864, Confederate officials became concerned that Union military moves in Mississippi might place Selma in jeopardy. Thus, they began erecting a massive system of redoubts and fortifications, some equipped with heavy guns, along the town’s perimeter. This effort, however, proved to be no match for Union forces on April 2, 1865, when they moved against Confederate lieutenant general Nathan B. Forrest’s 5,000 defenders. Quickly overwhelmed by superior Union numbers, the withdrawing Confederates set fire to at least 35,000 bales of cotton, sparking wider fires that gutted much of the city. The damage was made much worse by Union soldiers’ depredations. By April 3, much of Selma lay in ruin.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Blakely

Fortified Confederate position located just outside the town of Blakely, Alabama, in Baldwin County, northeast of Mobile on the east bank of the Appalachee River. Fort Blakely was not far from another Confederate stronghold, Spanish Fort. The town of Fort Blakely was chartered in 1814 while still part of the Mississippi Territory and was one of Alabama’s oldest white settlements. By 1820, the town’s population peaked at about 4,000 people. By the 1830s Fort Blakely’s population began a decline, in part because of numerous yellow fever epidemics. By then nearby Mobile, where the climate was healthier, had begun to supersede Fort Blakely in size and population. By 1860 the town virtually ceased to exist except for a small number of locals, who numbered fewer than 100.

The coming of the Civil War revived Fort Blakely’s fortunes when state and Confederate officials decided to concentrate troops there in an effort to stanch a potential Union thrust into Mobile Bay. In 1864, Confederate military authorities began to erect an elaborate maze of interconnected trenches, earthen breastworks, and other obstacles about three miles long. About 600 yards apart sat wood-reinforced redoubts that contained mortar and artillery batteries. Protecting the rear of Fort Blakely were the Blakely River and several small islands equipped with artillery. Although not a fort in the traditional sense of the word, Fort Blakely, with a garrison of some 4,000 Confederate defenders, was an impressive stronghold commanded by Brigadier General St. John R. Liddell in the spring of 1865.

During April 2–9, 1865, a Union force of nearly 45,000 men, under Major General Edward Canby, besieged Fort Blakely. In the early evening on April 9, Canby hurled some 16,000 troops against the trenches. Quickly overwhelmed, Fort Blakely’s defenders promptly fled. Some 3,200 of them were taken captive by Union forces. The attack on Fort Blakely was the last major infantry fight of the Civil War.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Andrews, C. C. History of the Campaign of Mobile. Charleston, SC: BiblioBazaar, 2009.

Bergeron, Arthur. Confederate Mobile. Baton Rouge: Louisiana University Press, 2000.

Fort Morgan

Confederate fort located at the tip of Mobile Point, a long neck of land that juts out into Mobile Bay in Alabama and controls entrance into the bay from the east. Fort Morgan was the principal Confederate position and by far the most powerful of the three forts guarding Mobile Bay. The fort was named in honor of American Revolutionary War hero General Daniel Morgan and had been continuously used as a redoubt since the French first garrisoned the site in 1699. Construction on Fort Morgan, supervised by U.S. Army engineers, began at this site in 1819 and was completed in early 1834.

Pentagonal-shaped Fort Morgan was built in what was considered a classic European style, with smooth embankments sloping upward toward a series of brick walls that covered the fort’s main ramparts. Located within this series of embankments and stout brick walls was a 10-sided brick and mortar building in the center of the fort, known as the Citadel. On the landward side of the fort, fields and trees were cleared so as to provide clear vision in protecting the more vulnerable land-facing rear of the structure. The fort mounted 40 guns, including 7 10-inch Columbiads, and another 29 guns were situated in exterior batteries.

In January 1861 three months before the Civil War began, local militiamen seized the fort in anticipation of the conflict. State soldiers manned the redoubt for two months before its garrisoning passed to the Confederacy. For the next three years, Fort Morgan helped cover Southern blockade-runners and protected Mobile and Mobile Bay from Union attacks.

Confederate control of the fort ended following the Union naval victory in the August 5, 1864, Battle of Mobile Bay, although it took two weeks of shelling by the ships of Rear Admiral David Farragut’s squadron and the captured Confederate ironclad Tennessee to bring this about. With the fort’s walls crumbling under the incessant Union shelling, Fort Morgan’s commander, Brigadier General Richard L. Page, surrendered on August 23.

On March 17, 1865, Union forces under Major General Gordon Granger used Fort Morgan as a base from which to launch an assault on Fort Blakely, located near the city of Mobile. Following the war, Fort Morgan was rebuilt (minus the large citadel) and saw service as an active fort well into the 1890s. Fort Morgan was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1960.

JEANNINE M. LOFTUS AND PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Bergeron, Arthur W., Jr. Confederate Mobile. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1991.

Friend, Jack. West Wind, Flood Tide: The Battle of Mobile Bay. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2004.

Mount Vernon Arsenal

Major munitions depot and small-arms manufacturing facility located in Mount Vernon, Alabama, about 30 miles north of Mobile. Construction of the Mount Vernon Arsenal was completed in 1828. Shaped like a horseshoe, the arsenal featured a large arsenal building built in the castellated Gothic Revival style, workshops, barracks, stables, officers’ quarters, a kitchen, and other outbuildings. Between 1830 and 1860, the facility was enlarged by the construction of additional workshops and small-arms manufacturing facilities. The Mount Vernon Arsenal made both muskets and rifled muskets as well as revolvers.

Because the arsenal was both a strategic depository of weapons and a manufacturer of small arms, keeping it under Confederate control was crucial during the Civil War. On December 20, 1860, some three weeks before Alabama voted to secede from the Union, Governor Andrew B. Moore, having received information that the U.S. Army was about to dispatch troops to Alabama, directed the Alabama Militia to secure the arsenal. On January 4, a militia force surrounded the facility and demanded its surrender. With resistance futile, U.S. Army captain Jesse L. Reno, who commanded the small garrison, readily complied.

The Mount Vernon Arsenal remained in Confederate hands until the fall of Mobile on April 12, 1865. The Confederates continued to use the arsenal as an arms depot, but after the fall of New Orleans in April 1862, they relocated the arsenal’s ammunition-making capabilities to the Selma Ordnance Facility, believing it to be less vulnerable to Union attack. Today much of the original facility of the Mount Vernon Arsenal still exists, but it has been incorporated by the Searcy State Hospital, a state mental health facility. Along with the Kennebec Arsenal in Augusta, Maine, the Mount Vernon Arsenal is one of the most complete surviving antebellum arsenals in the nation.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry

Major Confederate foundry, shipyard, arms manufacturer, and gunpowder works located in Alabama. Established in 1861, the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry was second only to the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia, in terms of output of large seacoast defense artillery and naval artillery. Overall, the entire complex of the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry represented the Confederacy’s greatest concentration of war production. Located in south-central Alabama but far inland from the Gulf of Mexico, Selma was the ideal location for such a manufacturing center. The Alabama River afforded direct access to Mobile Bay and was navigable to large ships. The city’s two railroads meant that the Selma ordnance works was well supplied by coal and iron mines in the northern part of Alabama, while finished goods could be shipped easily to other areas of the Confederacy.

Businessman Colin J. McRae established the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry in 1861, when he was awarded a Confederate government contract to build a foundry and produce cannon in Selma. The Selma facility grew in importance as the Civil War went on, especially after the late spring of 1862, when Confederate officials decided to relocate much of the arms production of the Mount Vernon Arsenal (also in Alabama) to Selma, which was deemed a safer site. This move had been prompted by the fall of New Orleans in April 1862. In 1863 McRae went abroad to serve as a Confederate agent in Europe and sold the foundry to the Confederate government for $450,000. At that point, Commander Catesby ap Roger Jones was placed in charge of the foundry works, which soon began producing coastal defense guns and large naval artillery. The Selma facility produced a number of large-caliber artillery and was the only foundry besides the Tredegar Iron Works that produced the Brooke rifle. The most commonly produced Brooke gun at Selma was the 6.4-inch.

The Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry continued to grow, and by 1864 it covered 50 acres and employed as many as 10,000 workers, many of whom were slaves, women, and children. About 3,000 people labored in the arsenal, while the remainder worked in the foundry. The facility also included an active shipyard that produced several ironclads, including CSS Huntsville, Tennessee, and Tuscaloosa. In addition to guns and ships, the Selma works also produced gun carriages, horseshoes, buttons, and other military-related equipment. It is estimated that the facility made about 50 percent of all the Confederate cannon produced between 1861 and 1865 and as much as 75 percent of the Confederacy’s ammunition.

It would be difficult to overemphasize the importance of the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry, for it made singular contributions to the Confederate war effort. By late 1864, however, the foundry’s output began to suffer because of raw materials shortages and other war-related disruptions. The facility remained in Confederate hands until April 2, 1865, when Union troops under brevet Major General James H. Wilson invaded and seized Selma. His troops proceeded to wreck the city’s industry, including the arsenal and foundry facilities.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Evans, Augusta Jane (1835–1909)

One of the 19th-century South’s most popular female authors. Born in Columbus, Georgia, on May 8, 1835, Augusta Jane Evans spent most of her childhood years in San Antonio, Texas. In 1849 she moved with her family to Mobile, Alabama. Her works include Inez: A Tale of the Alamo (1856), Beulah (1859), Macaria: Or, Altars of Sacrifice (1864), St. Elmo: Or, Saved at Last (1866), Vashti: Or, Until Death Us Do Part (1869), Infelice (1875), At the Mercy of Tiberius (1887), A Speckled Bird (1902), and Devota (1907).

Despite the best-selling status of Beulah and St. Elmo and the generally prolific nature of her authorship, Evans is best known for her third novel, Macaria. She wrote the novel on scraps of paper while she kept watch over Confederate soldiers’ bedsides at Camp Beulah, a makeshift Civil War hospital near her home. Because it was published during the war and appeared initially only in the South, Macaria did not sell enough copies to warrant best-selling status. Even so, this war-themed novel contributed significantly to Evans’s reputation as one of the leading literary women of the 19th-century South. One of only a few books published in the South during the war, Macaria was arguably the most popular book in the Confederacy. Filled with celebrations of the Southern way of life, tributes to the heroism of Southerners, the glorification of Confederate politics and military victories, and criticisms of the North, the novel delighted Southern men and women.

Macaria was so popular that it generated several romantic war legends. One such tale was based on a passage of the novel in which the hero survived because an enemy bullet hit the ambrotype of his ladylove that he carried in his pocket. Similarly, the legend holds that a volume of Macaria had saved a Confederate soldier’s life when a Yankee bullet struck it as he carried it over his heart. Macaria remained a favorite among Southerners for many decades after the war. Over the years and especially in the later editions, Macaria was altered to remove the most vitriolic denunciations of the North and some of the more obscure analogies.

In 1868, Evans married Colonel Lorenzo Madison Wilson, a Confederate veteran several years her senior. She died on May 9, 1909, in Mobile, Alabama.

JENNIFER LYNN GROSS
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Moore, Andrew Barry (1807–1873)

Alabama politician and governor (1857–1861). Andrew Barry Moore was born on March 7, 1807, in the Spartanburg District, South Carolina, into a wealthy planter family. Moore was schooled privately and moved to Perry County, Alabama, in 1826. He was admitted to the bar but eschewed the practice of law and taught school for several years. Moore also served for eight years as a justice of the peace and entered the Alabama House of Representatives as a Whig in 1839. Defeated for reelection in 1840, he again served in the House from 1842 to 1845 and was its Speaker from 1843 to 1845. From 1851 until 1857, Moore served as a circuit court judge in Alabama. In 1857 he was elected to the governorship, ostensibly as a moderate secessionist.

Late in 1860, Moore stipulated that a secession convention be held in his state on January 7, 1861. However, on January 4 he essentially embraced all-out secession by ordering the seizure of all federal military installations in the state. The convention passed a secession ordinance on January 11, 1861. Moore now asked the legislature for a $500,000 appropriation for state defenses, which it promptly authorized. Moore also received legislative authority to sell $3 million in bonds to provide revenue for the war effort. He cooperated closely with the Jefferson Davis administration and held numerous Confederate Army enlistment drives. In December 1861 Moore left office when his term expired, but he served as a close adviser to his successor, John G. Shorter.

At war’s end, Moore was briefly imprisoned at Fort Pulaski, Georgia, by Union authorities, but he was released in August 1865 for health reasons. Moore thereafter practiced law and died on April 5, 1873, in Marion, Alabama.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Shorter, John Gill (1818–1872)

Governor of Alabama (1861–1863). John Gill Shorter was born on April 23, 1818, in Monticello, Georgia. He graduated from the University of Georgia in 1837, passed the state bar in 1838, and moved to Eufaula, Alabama, that same year. Shorter practiced law there for four years before being appointed solicitor. In 1845 he waged a successful bid for a seat in the Alabama Senate and served two terms before becoming a circuit court judge, a post he held for nine years. In early 1861 Shorter was appointed to the Alabama Secession Convention, where the avid secessionist urged immediate secession.

Later that same year, Shorter was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress. He was an enthusiastic supporter of President Jefferson Davis’s war policies and also helped craft the Confederate Constitution. Running for governor in the summer of 1861, Shorter was elected in August and took office in December.

As governor, Shorter undertook numerous measures to strengthen his state’s defenses, especially around the strategic port city of Mobile, and tried to provide as many soldiers as possible to the Confederate government in Richmond. He was also lauded for the measures he took to aid families of those fighting in the war. Shorter’s popularity plummeted, however, after the Union invasion of northern Alabama in the spring of 1862, which resulted in much destroyed property and general misery for those living in the region. Forced to raise taxes and institute a mandatory draft, Shorter lost his reelection bid in 1863.

After leaving office on December 1, 1863, Shorter resumed his legal practice in Eufaula but thereafter eschewed public office. He was detained and briefly imprisoned by federal authorities in 1865, but he soon returned to his law practice. Shorter died on May 29, 1872, in Eufaula, Alabama.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Watts, Thomas Hill (1819–1892)

Confederate politician, army officer, attorney general, and Alabama governor (1863–1865). Thomas Hill Watts was born on January 3, 1819, in Butler County, Alabama. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1840 and, after passing the bar examination the next year, began practicing law in Greenville, Alabama. Seven years later he moved his practice to Montgomery, where he became a successful planter, owning 179 slaves.

Prior to relocating, Watts had become active in politics as a Whig, serving in the state legislature. He subsequently became a member of the American Know-Nothing Party briefly and during the presidential election of 1860 worked for the election of Constitutional Union Party candidate John Bell. Watts developed a pro-Union stance during the 1850s but, upon the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, shifted to the secessionist camp and played a role in the secession of Alabama, becoming one of the signers of the secession ordinance. Defeated in his bid for governor in 1861, Watts organized the 17th Alabama Regiment and was elected its colonel. Once the regiment was mustered into Confederate service he took it to Pensacola, where he served under Brigadier General Braxton Bragg. Watts and his regiment then followed Bragg to Corinth, Mississippi. Before seeing action, Watts was offered the position of attorney general by President Jefferson Davis and served in that capacity from March 17, 1862, to October 1, 1863. As attorney general, Watts provided opinions regarding the legality and constitutionality of governmental actions and interpreted the legality of the conscription acts for Secretaries of War George Randolph and James Seddon.

On September 8, 1863, Watts resigned his cabinet post and was elected governor of Alabama, assuming office on December 1, 1863. During the first part of his 18-month term he encountered numerous issues, including worthless Confederate money, high taxes on agriculture, a lack of credit, and irregularity of goods that caused citizens to prefer the “Old Union” rather than the Confederacy.

Watts’s major issue while governor was the need to raise troops for the state’s defense. He continued to urge citizens to form volunteer companies and also attempted to reorganize the state’s militia, despite resistance from the legislature. By September 1864, Watts faced the most difficult part of his tenure when a faction in the Alabama House of Representatives introduced resolutions in favor of negotiating with federal officials for peace. Along with this, Watts had to contend with rising desertion, states’ rights issues, conscription, and the defense of Mobile.

During the final winter of the war, Watts confronted rising demands on his state’s resources along with the evaporating hope of victory. On May 1, 1865, Watts was arrested in Union Springs and imprisoned by Union authorities, although he was released a few weeks later.

Watts returned to Montgomery to resume his law practice, only to discover that his personal property had been destroyed. He subsequently became a powerful member of the Alabama Democratic Party and served in the state legislature. Watts died in Montgomery, Alabama, on September 16, 1892.
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Yancey, William Lowndes (1814–1863)

Confederate politician and ardent states’ rights advocate and secessionist. William Lowndes Yancey was born on August 10, 1814, in Warren County, Georgia. At the age of eight, he moved with his family to Troy, New York, and then attended Williams College (Massachusetts), although he never graduated. He then decided to read for the law under the tutelage of a family friend in Greenville, South Carolina, and also served as editor for the Mountaineer, a Greenville-based newspaper that traditionally held pro-Union views. Ironically, Yancey’s editorship coincided with the Nullification Crisis of 1832 in which South Carolina was deeply involved.

In late 1835, Yancey left Greenville for Dallas County, Alabama, where he established a law practice. Before long, his oratorical skills and states’ rights advocacy made him a prime candidate for Alabama’s Democratic Party. From 1842 to 1844, he served in the Alabama state assembly before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1844.

Yancey’s tenure in Congress was short and tempestuous. In 1846, he was compelled to give up his seat after a heated debate with Representative Thomas L. Clingman turned into a duel. Yancey’s short fuse and ardent states’ rights position did not endear him to most of his fellow legislators. After leaving the House, Yancey devoted his considerable energy to galvanizing the Southern states’ proslavery and pro–states’ rights position at the national level.

In 1848 Yancey wrote the so-called Alabama Platform, which would become the standard position paper of the Southern states in the years leading up to the Civil War. In it, he stressed the demands of most Southern Democrats. These included the supremacy of states’ rights; the guarantee of all property rights, including ownership of slaves; and equal rights for U.S. citizens living in the territories. It is no exaggeration to say that by the early 1850s, Yancey had almost single-handedly shaped Southern political goals into a coherent and increasingly powerful lobby both in and out of Washington, D.C.

Yancey used his clout and skills of persuasion to convince states’ rights groups to sponsor politicians who were sympathetic to the Southern cause. He also conducted extensive correspondence with other secessionists. In 1848 he created the League of United Southerners, which was the culmination of his efforts to promote the pro-Southern agenda.

At the 1860 Democratic National Convention in Charleston, South Carolina, Yancey was a prime mover in the successful attempt to nominate an alternate Democratic Party candidate who represented the Southern cause. He found that individual in John C. Breckinridge. Yancey and other secessionists had calculated—correctly as it turned out—that fracturing the party into Northern and Southern wings would virtually ensure the election of a Republican president, which would in turn likely trigger Southern secession. When secession began in late 1860 and early 1861, Yancey was asked to author Alabama’s secession ordinance.

In the spring of 1861, Confederate president Jefferson Davis named Yancey commissioner to Europe. Yancey’s task was to convince the European governments to formally recognize the Confederacy with the hopes that recognition would bring financial and/or military aid. Yancey’s attempts to apply Davis’s so-called Cotton Diplomacy—the cutting off of cotton shipments to Europe in economic pressure to secure diplomatic recognition—were unsuccessful. In early 1862, Yancey returned to the Confederacy and resigned his diplomatic post. In March 1862 he took a seat in the Confederate Senate.

As a states’ rights fanatic, Yancey opposed Davis’s agenda whenever it appeared to expropriate power reserved for the states. Yancey did not think highly of Davis in any event but did support most of his economic policies. Surprisingly, Yancey did not attempt to interfere with conscription laws. Yancey’s health was in steep decline by the early 1860s, and he died at Montgomery, Alabama, on July 27, 1863.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Jones, Catesby ap Roger (1821–1877)

Confederate naval officer and commander of the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry (1863–1865). Born on April 15, 1821, in Clark County, Virginia, Catesby ap Roger Jones entered the navy as a midshipman on June 18, 1836. He served in the Pacific with the East India Squadron and in 1841 joined the Depot of Charts in Washington, D.C. Jones was advanced to passed midshipman on July 1, 1842. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served in the Pacific without seeing much action. Promoted to master on September 14, 1848, and to lieutenant on May 12, 1849, he took a lengthy leave and traveled to Paris, where he was injured during the December 1851 coup d’état of President Louis Napoleon Bonaparte.

Returning home in 1853, Jones assisted Lieutenant John A. Dahlgren with tests of the latter’s new cannon. At Dahlgren’s request in early 1856, Jones became the ordnance and watch officer in the screw steam frigate Merrimac. He was an ordnance officer during the navy’s 1858 Paraguayan expedition.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Jones resigned his commission in the U.S. Navy on April 17, 1861. Commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy, he took command of the Confederate defenses at Jamestown Island on the James River. In mid-November 1861 he became executive and ordnance officer aboard CSS Virginia (formerly USS Merrimac), being rebuilt as an ironclad warship. Jones oversaw the completion and arming of the ironclad and recruited and trained its officers and crew.

During the first day of the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862), the Virginia wreaked havoc on the Union blockading force in Chesapeake Bay. When Captain Franklin Buchanan was wounded, Jones assumed command of the ship and, on Buchanan’s orders, caused the destruction of the frigate Congress. Jones remained in command of the ironclad the next day when it dueled with the Union ironclad Monitor. He continued as the Virginia’s executive officer until it was scuttled to prevent capture in May 1862.

Promoted to commander in early 1863, Jones commanded the Confederate gunboat Chattahoochee at Columbus, Georgia; he then very briefly supervised the naval works at Charlotte, North Carolina, before commanding the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry, beginning on May 9, 1863. He remained there until the end of the war. Under Jones’s supervision, the ordnance foundry grew quite large, employing nearly 10,000 workers at its peak of operations in 1864. The facility also featured a shipyard, where several ironclads were constructed. The Selma foundry operations became a key Confederate production facility and was second only to Richmond’s Tredegar Iron Works in the production of large naval and seacoast defense guns. Jones personally oversaw the casting of all heavy guns and was on hand for their first test firings. During one such exercise, he was almost killed when a gun misfired and exploded. It is estimated that the facility made about 50 percent of all the Confederate cannons produced between 1861 and 1865 and as much as 75 percent of the Confederacy’s ammunition.

After the war Jones worked for a short time in South America, where several nations sought his ordnance expertise. Retiring with his family to Selma, Jones was shot and killed in a domestic quarrel with a neighbor on June 20, 1877.
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Pelham, John (1838–1863)

Confederate officer and famed artilleryman, known as the “gallant Pelham” or the “boy artillerist.” John Pelham was born in Benton City, Alabama, on September 14, 1838. He entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in July 1856 and there excelled in artillery studies under Major Henry J. Hunt. Pelham resigned from West Point after the firing on Fort Sumter, returning to his home state in April 1861, only weeks before his anticipated graduation.

Commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Army, Pelham was assigned to Lynchburg, Virginia, as an ordnance officer. He fought in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), where he handled his guns quite effectively on Henry Hill. On the recommendation of General Joseph E. Johnston, Pelham was advanced to captain. In November 1861 he was assigned to command an eight-gun battery of horse artillery in Brigadier General James E. B. Stuart’s cavalry.

Pelham gained renown during the battles of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Advanced to major in August 1862, he again distinguished himself in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). There with only two guns, Pelham moved rapidly about and convinced Union officers that they faced two batteries and held up the Union advance by two hours.

Although Pelham fought in some 60 engagements in his brief career, probably his most famous was the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Stationed on the Confederate right wing, with a constantly shifting lone gun while under attack from some 20 Union guns, he delayed the Union advance for 45 minutes and forced 5,000 Union troops to be shifted from the main attack on Marye’s Heights. In his report of the battle, General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, described Pelham as “the gallant Pelham.”

A brilliant artillerist, Pelham perfected the concept of the flying battery, with his guns always seeming to be in the right place at the right time. He worked to train his men in the efficient management and movement of the guns, greatly improving both the speed with which the men could fire and their accuracy. His horse artillery was able to keep pace with Stuart’s cavalry and provided highly effective supporting fire in countless engagements. Certainly, Pelham was much admired by his men.

On March 17, 1863, at Kelly Ford, Virginia, Pelham impetuously joined in a charge by the 3rd Virginia Cavalry, only to be mortally wounded in the neck by Union shrapnel. He died that same day at Culpeper, Virginia, at the home of his fiancée. Pelham was much admired for his skills and for his youthful, handsome appearance. His loss was deeply felt throughout the Confederacy, and a contemporary wrote a popular poem, “The Dead Cannoneer,” in his honor. Pelham was posthumously advanced to the rank of lieutenant colonel, and General Stuart insisted that Pelham’s body lie in state in Richmond. After the war, Pelham became celebrated as one of the heroes of the Lost Cause.
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Semmes, Raphael (1809–1877)

Confederate naval officer. Raphael Semmes was born on September 27, 1809, in Charles County, Maryland. On April 1, 1826, Semmes secured an appointment as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy. He made passed midshipman in 1832 and lieutenant in 1837. In long leaves of absence ashore, Semmes took up the study of law and followed that profession when not at sea.

From 1837 until the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Semmes spent most of his time on survey work along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. In 1841 the navy ordered him to survey Mississippi Sound, and at that time he established his legal residence in Alabama. During the Mexican-American War, Semmes commanded the brig Somers. In December 1846 while off the eastern coast of Mexico, the ship sank in a sudden squall. Half the crew was lost, but a court-martial found Semmes blameless. In March 1847, he took part in the capture of Veracruz. Later Semmes participated in the expedition against Tuxpan and accompanied Major General Winfield Scott’s forces to Mexico City as an aide to division commander Major General William J. Worth, who cited Semmes for bravery.

Following the war, Semmes again found himself in a navy with too many officers and spent much of his time on leave at the family home near Mobile, Alabama, where he practiced law for a time. In 1852 he published Service Afloat and Ashore during the Mexican War. Ironically, in view of later events, Semmes argued that if Mexico had employed privateers against U.S. shipping, they should have been treated as pirates. On September 14, 1855, he won promotion to commander, and in 1856 he was posted to Washington as a member of the Lighthouse Board.

Following Alabama’s secession and the creation of the Confederate States of America, in February 1861 Semmes resigned his commission and traveled to Montgomery, Alabama, to enter Confederate service. President Jefferson Davis sent him into the North to purchase military and naval supplies and manufacturing equipment. Commissioned a commander in the Confederate Navy, Semmes met in mid-April with Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory. Both men favored commerce raiding as a means of hurting the North financially, weakening resolve, and forcing naval assets from blockade duties.

Mallory gave Semmes command of the steamer Habana at New Orleans. The Habana was converted into the Sumter, the first Confederate commerce raider. Between June 1861 and January 1862, Semmes took 18 Union prizes. His ship in poor repair and blockaded by Union warships at Gibraltar, Semmes paid off the crew and abandoned the ship. In August 1862 he was advanced to captain.

Semmes next took command of a new ship contracted for the Confederates at Liverpool, England. He joined the ship at Terceira Island in the Azores. After supervising the mounting of its ordnance, Semmes in late August commissioned the ship the Alabama.

For nearly two years, Semmes and the Alabama ravaged Union shipping. Through July 1864 it took 64 prizes, and off Galveston, Texas, it sunk a Union warship, the Hatteras. Semmes estimated that he had burned $4,613,914 worth of shipping and cargo and bonded other ships and cargo valued at $562,250. Another estimate places the total at nearly $6 million.

With his ship in need of repairs, Semmes finally put into Cherbourg, but on June 19, 1864, he ordered the Alabama out to engage the Union screw steam sloop Kearsarge. Perhaps it was a matter of pride, but delay would only bring more Union warships. In the ensuing engagement, the Kearsarge sank the Alabama. Semmes escaped capture, taken to Southampton on an English yacht.

Semmes finally made his way to Richmond via the West Indies, Cuba, and Mexico. Promoted to rear admiral in February 1865, he took command of the James River Squadron. When Confederate forces abandoned Richmond, Semmes was forced to destroy his ships on the night of April 2, 1865. The men of the squadron formed into a naval brigade under Semmes as a brigadier general. He was the only Confederate officer to hold flag rank in both the navy and the army. After garrisoning Danville, Virginia, Semmes’s unit joined General Joseph E. Johnston’s army in North Carolina, where it surrendered.

Paroled in May 1865, Semmes returned to Mobile, where that December he was arrested and transported to Washington and held for three months. U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles planned to try Semmes before a military commission on charges that he had violated military codes by escaping from the Alabama after it had struck its colors. After the U.S. Supreme Court denied jurisdiction of the commissions, Semmes was released.

Semmes was briefly a probate judge of Mobile County, a professor at the Louisiana State Seminary (now Louisiana State University) at Baton Rouge, and then editor of the Memphis Daily Bulletin. Following a profitable lecture tour, he then resumed the practice of law. In 1869 he published Memoirs of Service Afloat, during the War between the States. Semmes died at his home on Point Clear, Alabama, on August 30, 1877.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

Further Reading

Robinson, Charles M., III. Shark of the Confederacy: The Story of the CSS Alabama. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1995.

Semmes, Raphael. Memoirs of Service Afloat, during the War between the States. 1869; reprint, Secaucus, NJ: Blue and Gray, 1987.

Sinclair, Arthur. Two Years on the Alabama. Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1895.

Taylor, John M. Confederate Raider: Raphael Semmes of the Alabama. Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 1994.

Tucker, Spencer C. Raphael Semmes and the Alabama. Fort Worth, TX: Ryan Place, 1996.

Wheeler, Joseph (1836–1906)

Confederate officer, lawyer, planter, and politician. Joseph Wheeler was born on September 10, 1836, near Augusta, Georgia. Graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1859, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Dragoons. After training at the Cavalry School in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, he was posted to the American West.

When the Civil War began, Wheeler resigned his commission in the U.S. Army on April 22, 1861, having accepted a commission as a first lieutenant in the Confederate artillery on March 16. On September 4, 1861, he was promoted to colonel and took command of the newly formed 19th Alabama Infantry, fighting with it in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Wheeler then transferred to the cavalry, where he won his greatest renown and came to be known as “Fighting Joe.”

Wheeler commanded a brigade during General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky (August–October 1862) and saw action in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). During fighting at La Vergne, Tennessee, on November 27, 1863, Wheeler was wounded by a nearby shell explosion. He was promoted to brigadier general with date of rank of October 30, 1862, and to major general on January 20, 1863.

Commanding a cavalry division, Wheeler fought in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He commanded the Cavalry Corps of the Army of Tennessee from January 1863 to November 1864 and saw action in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

Wheeler carried out a masterly raid on Union lines of communication during September 30–October 9, 1863, that destroyed some 700 Union supply wagons and tightened the Confederate hold on the Union Army of the Cumberland at Chattanooga. He also saw service under Lieutenant General James Longstreet in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Wheeler’s cavalry utterly outperformed the Union horsemen during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). From August 10 to September 10, 1864, Wheeler carried out a successful foray into northern Georgia and southeastern Tennessee that was designed to disrupt Union major general William T. Sherman’s supply line. Wheeler then opposed Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and his movement north all the way to Raleigh, commanding the cavalry of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida (January–March 1865). Wheeler closed the war serving under Lieutenant General Wade Hampton in General Joseph Johnston’s ragtag army in North Carolina. Escaping with a small force to Georgia, Wheeler was captured on May 9 and sent to Fort Delaware, where he was held until paroled on June 8, 1865.
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Major General Joseph Wheeler, officer of the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Wheeler survived the war and later served Alabama in the U.S. House of Representatives. (Library of Congress)

In August 1865 in Nashville, Tennessee, Wheeler was wounded during a fight with former Union Army officers. He moved to Louisiana, where he became a merchant, and in 1868 he became a cotton planter and a lawyer near Courtland, Alabama. Entering politics, Wheeler ran for Congress from Alabama as a Democrat. His opponent, Greenback Party incumbent William M. Lowe, contested the election. Although Wheeler was seated during 1881–1882, following a legal battle of more than a year Lowe won, taking the seat in June 1882. Lowe, however, died four months later, and Wheeler won a special election to serve out the remainder of the term. Wheeler did not run in 1882 but was reelected in 1884 and served until he resigned in 1900. Throughout his time in Congress, he worked to heal the fissures between the North and the South and supported policies to rebuild the South economically.

When the Spanish-American War (1898) began Wheeler volunteered for service, and President William McKinley appointed him major general of volunteers, despite his age (61). Wheeler commanded the Dismounted Cavalry Division in V Corps, which included the 1st U.S. Volunteers, also known as the Rough Riders. Although ill at the time of the Battle of San Juan Hill on July 1, he returned to the front when he heard the sound of the guns. Wheeler continued in command of the Cavalry Division for the remainder of the San Juan Campaign and helped negotiate the Capitulation of Santiago Agreement of July 16.

With Cuba secure, Wheeler returned to the United States in mid-August and commanded Camp Wikoff, Long Island, New York, until the end of September. He then commanded IV Corps at Huntsville, Alabama, until December. Wheeler was then assigned to the Philippines to command the 1st Brigade in Major General Arthur MacArthur’s 2nd Division. Arriving back in the United States, Wheeler was commissioned a brigadier general in the regular army with date of rank from September 10, 1900. He retired on his 64th birthday. Wheeler wrote a number of books, including A Revised System of Cavalry Tactics, for the Use of the Cavalry and Mounted Infantry of the C.S.A. (1863) and The Santiago Campaign, 1898 (1899). Wheeler died in Brooklyn, New York, on January 25, 1906, and was interred in Arlington National Cemetery, one of only a handful of former Confederates to be buried there.
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NOTABLE BATTLES

Mobile Bay, Battle of (August 5, 1864)

The Battle of Mobile Bay was the bloodiest engagement on water of the Civil War. Mobile Bay and the port of Mobile, Alabama, were vital to the Confederate war effort. Alabama was an important center for Southern manufacturing, including heavy guns and rolled iron plate, and Mobile was one of the few deepwater ports available to the Confederacy in 1864 and was an important transshipment point for goods carried by blockade-runners. After taking New Orleans in early 1862, Union Navy rear admiral David G. Farragut wanted to proceed against Mobile with his West Gulf Blockading Squadron but was ordered to operate on the Mississippi, principally against Vicksburg. This delay allowed the Confederates time to strengthen Mobile’s defenses.

After several further delays occasioned by a lack of Union troops to operate with the navy, early on the morning of August 5, 1864, Farragut led 18 ships, including 4 ironclad monitors, against Mobile Bay. Although he had been forced to send substantial numbers of troops east, Major General Edward R. S. Canby supplied 2,000 men to operate against Confederate Fort Gaines with the promise of additional resources to help take the major Confederate land installation of Fort Morgan once Union garrisons in Texas had been evacuated.

Shortly after 6:00 a.m., the Union ships crossed the bar into the bay. Four monitors formed a column to the right of another column of wooden ships to mask them from the heavy guns of Fort Morgan guarding the entrance to the bay. Farragut had ordered his seven smallest wooden ships lashed to the port side of the larger wooden screw steamers for additional protection.

Shortly before 7:00 a.m. the lead Union ironclad, the Tecumseh, opened fire at Fort Morgan, and the engagement became general. Rear Admiral Franklin Buchanan, commanding the Confederate squadron in the bay, moved to attack the advancing Union ships. Buchanan had at his disposal only the powerful ironclad ram Tennessee (flagship), supported by three gunboats.

Commander Tunis A. M. Craven, captain of the Tecumseh, then made right for the Tennessee, but suddenly there was a great explosion as the monitor struck a torpedo (submerged mine). The Tecumseh went down in less than half a minute, stopping the Union fleet in front of the guns of the powerful Fort Morgan. Lashed in the rigging of his flagship, the screw sloop Hartford, Farragut saw the screw sloop Brooklyn in front of him slow and then reverse engines. The Union ships now began to bunch up as Fort Morgan continued to fire.

This was the decisive point in the battle, and Farragut chose to take the risk of additional mines with his own ship, calling out, “I shall lead.” The Hartford got up speed, and as it passed by the Brooklyn, Farragut shouted, “What’s the trouble?” “Torpedoes,” was the reply. “Damn the torpedoes,” Farragut yelled out. He then ordered his ship to get up speed, and finally he called to the captain of the gunboat lashed to the side of the Hartford, “Go ahead, Jouett, full speed.” Farragut’s words have passed into history in shortened version as “Damn the torpedoes; full speed ahead.”

Although men belowdecks on the Hartford could hear primers going off beneath them, none of the remaining Confederate mines exploded. Some Union warships were damaged by Confederate shore fire, but all passed safely into the bay and beyond the range of the fort’s guns.

Buchanan saw Farragut’s pennant flying from the Hartford and ordered the Tennessee to attack. The gunboats also joined in. The Tennessee did not have sufficient speed up to ram, however, and passed by the Union flagship, firing at the remaining pairs of Union ships and inflicting some damage and casualties. Farragut ordered his smaller vessels cut free to attack the Confederate gunboats, which then hauled off and steamed up the bay. Of the three Confederate gunboats, the Selma surrendered, the Gaines was hit several times below the waterline and sank, and the Morgan escaped to the protection of Fort Morgan and later to Mobile.

The Tennessee also gained the protection of Fort Morgan, where Buchanan considered his next move. Rather than wait to be attacked, at 9:00 a.m. he brought his flagship back alone against the entire Union squadron. The Confederate artillerymen at Fort Morgan cheered the ram on in what seemed to be a suicide mission. The Tennessee, with 6 guns, faced 157 Union guns. Buchanan hoped to inflict what damage he could and then return to Fort Morgan and there ground the Tennessee as a stationary battery. He did not want to see a repeat of what had happened to the Confederate ironclad ram Virginia, which had been scuttled without a fight in the James River.

After ineffectual attempts on both sides to ram, the Tennessee was surrounded and pummeled by the Union ships. The Tennessee was holed only once, but Union shot jammed the Confederate ironclad’s port shutters and cut its exposed steering chains. With his ship dead in the water, his ammunition nearly expended, and himself wounded, Buchanan surrendered the Tennessee.

Farragut then turned his attention to the forts. One of the monitors took up position to the rear of Fort Powell, and that night the Confederates evacuated and blew up that position. This left only Forts Gaines and Morgan. Cut off from assistance, their defeat was inevitable. Fort Gaines surrendered on August 8. Under a flag of truce, Farragut demanded that Brigadier General Richard L. Page surrender Fort Morgan to avoid unnecessary loss of life, but the Confederate commander refused. Two weeks of bombardment followed in which the Tennessee, now recommissioned as a U.S. Navy ship, participated. Page finally surrendered on August 23. Mobile, 30 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, was not taken until April 1865, when it was captured in a joint army-navy operation.

Farragut’s capture of Mobile Bay cost the Union side 145 killed and 170 wounded. Many of his wooden ships were heavily damaged, but only one was lost, a supply vessel hit by fire from Fort Morgan while attempting to follow the fleet into the bay. The Confederates lost 12 killed, 20 wounded, and the crews of the Tennessee and Selma captured. For all practical purposes, the Battle of Mobile Bay ended blockade-running in the Gulf of Mexico. The battle also helped to ensure the reelection of U.S. president Abraham Lincoln.
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Mobile, Siege of (March 25–April 12, 1865)

One of the last major operations of the war. The Union siege of Mobile, Alabama, led to the capture of the last major port still under Confederate control. The Union operation began on March 25, 1865, and consisted principally of a siege of Spanish Fort by Union troops during March 26–April 8. Union major general Edward R. S. Canby’s campaign culminated with the capture of that port city on April 12.

In late August 1864, Rear Admiral David G. Farragut had won a decisive naval action at the mouth of Mobile Bay, leading to the capture of Fort Gaines and Fort Morgan, which guarded the approaches to Mobile. Lack of available troops, however, forced postponement of the campaign for the city itself until March 1865. Reinforcements from the Ohio Valley gave Canby more than 16,000 troops, sufficient strength to initiate the campaign. The U.S. Navy also provided about 20 warships under Rear Admiral Henry K. Thatcher to do battle with 4 Confederate warships under Rear Admiral Franklin Buchanan.

Canby divided his forces in order to oblige the Confederates to dissipate their defensive manpower. On March 26, Union major general Gordon Granger proceeded by water to Dannelly Mills on the Fish River. His command consisted of the 1st and 3rd Divisions, the 1st Brigade of the 2nd Division of his XIII Corps, and the 1st and 3rd Divisions of XVI Corps. Granger moved north along the bay’s eastern shore, pushing Confederate skirmishers into the works around Spanish Fort and investing the works on March 28.

The Confederate position at Spanish Fort guarded the most direct water route to the city of Mobile. The city was protected by extensive earthworks on the land side, but the water side was weakly defended after the loss of the forts at the mouth of the bay. A Union force that could gain the eastern shore at Spanish Fort would then have direct access to Mobile through the network of waterways at the mouths of the Alabama and Tensaw Rivers.

Accordingly, the Confederates had placed 47 artillery pieces and 2,700 troops under the command of Brigadier General Randall L. Gibson in two miles of incomplete fieldworks around Spanish Fort. Gibson lacked sufficient troops to adequately man the defenses, however. He pleaded repeatedly but unsuccessfully with his superiors, especially Major General Dabney H. Maury in Mobile, for reinforcements, supplies, and naval support.

Union forces commenced formal siege operations, and work progressed rapidly. Union gunboats brought Spanish Fort under fire from the water, and by April 4 the Union gunners were firing shells against it at the rate of one every three to four minutes. Believing that he could no longer hold the post, Gibson abandoned it on the night of April 8, the same day that Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant proposed surrender terms to General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox.

The evacuation of Spanish Fort permitted the concentration of Union forces against the garrison of nearby Fort Blakely, and that position was successfully taken on April 9. Three days later Union forces entered Mobile. Union naval operations had been costly, for Confederate mines had claimed nine Union ships, resulting in the loss of 114 men. Lieutenant General Richard Taylor, commanding the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, surrendered to General Canby north of Mobile on May 4.
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Selma, Battle of (April 2, 1865)

One of the last significant engagements of the war. The capture of Selma, Alabama, was the chief objective of Union brevet major general James H. Wilson’s cavalry raid into Alabama and Georgia in the spring of 1865. After three months of preparation and training, Wilson set out on March 22, 1865, from Gravelly Springs, Alabama, some 250 miles from Selma, in the largest cavalry raid of the war. Wilson had command of three divisions, totaling some 13,500 men. Opposing him was a much smaller Confederate cavalry force of perhaps 5,000 men led by Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest.

Although Wilson hoped to destroy Southern military facilities throughout Alabama and into Georgia, the raid’s principal objective was the city of Selma. This important Confederate military manufacturing center was home to an arsenal, a facility producing heavy guns for the navy, arms factories, a powder mill, railroad shops, and military warehouses. Forrest’s men were widely scattered, and Wilson allowed Forrest no time to concentrate. Wilson also divided his forces, moving them along parallel axes and confusing Forrest as to his objective.

On March 31, Wilson defeated Forrest at Montevallo, 40 miles from Selma. Wilson then directed his men toward Selma. On April 1 at Ebenezer Church, some 19 miles from Selma, Forrest attempted to halt the Union advance with 2,000 men and six guns, but the Union cavalrymen were again victorious and drove the Confederates back into the Selma defenses. The Federals also burned a strategic bridge at Centreville, preventing Forrest from being reinforced.

The Battle of Selma occurred on April 2. Forrest had deployed his men in a semicircular formation in defensive works around the city, anchored at both ends by the Alabama River. The works had been built two years earlier. Neglected thereafter, they were still formidable. The city had developed fortifications and some heavy guns. The attackers outnumbered the defenders some 9,000 men to only 4,000, with half of the Confederates largely untrained militia. The Union troopers were armed with seven-shot lever-action Spencer repeating rifles, while the Confederates for the most part had single-shot rifled muskets.

Wilson’s force came up at 2:00 p.m. on April 2. By 4:00 with dispositions complete, Union brigadier general Eli Long led a dismounted assault across 600 yards of open ground against the Confederate right. Although Long’s men suffered 40 killed and 260 wounded (he himself sustained a severe head wound), in some 15 minutes his 1,500 men had penetrated the Confederate defensive line. At the same time, Brigadier General Emory Upton led a picked force of 300 men in a successful Union assault to turn the Confederate left, while Wilson personally led a mounted charge by the 4th U.S. Cavalry Regiment down the Selma Road. These simultaneous Union attacks were too much for the defenders, and many of the militiamen simply broke and ran. By midevening, Wilson’s men controlled Selma.

The Union soldiers took some 2,700 Confederates prisoner while suffering 318 casualties of their own. The Federals also captured 32 guns and considerable quantities of military supplies. Forrest was among the Confederate wounded, but he escaped. That night the remaining Confederates set fire to the cotton stores at Selma to keep them from falling into Union hands, but the fires spread to other parts of the city.

Wilson’s men spent the next week destroying the Confederate facilities at Selma before moving on to Montgomery on April 9, taking it on April 12. The raid continued until the capture of Macon, Georgia, on April 20. The Union success at Selma, coming a week before Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House in Virginia on April 9, symbolized the collapse of the Confederate Deep South.
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Fort Blakely, Siege of (April 2–9, 1865)

Engagement of the 1865 Mobile Campaign. Fort Blakely was located northeast of Mobile, Alabama, on the east bank of the Appalachee River. In mid-March 1865, Union forces under Major General Edward R. S. Canby, supported by U.S. Navy units, moved against Mobile. Canby marched his XIII and XVI Corps, Army of the Gulf, down the eastern shores of Mobile Bay, forcing the Confederates into both Fort Blakely and Spanish Fort, opposite the bay from Mobile.

On April 1, Canby’s forces completed their encirclement of nearby Spanish Fort. The capture of Spanish Fort, which fell after a dramatic night assault on April 8, enabled Canby to concentrate his forces on Fort Blakely.

Fort Blakely had been a camp housing soldiers who were part of the force defending Mobile. However, when Union attacks on Forts Morgan and Gaines at Mobile Bay’s mouth in August 1864 triggered concerns of a direct threat to Mobile, Brigadier General St. John Richardson Liddell, commander at Fort Blakely, fortified the encampment by constructing a nearly three-mile-long maze of interconnecting trenches with earthen breastworks supplemented by obstacles made from local materials. He also built nine log-reinforced earthen redoubts along the perimeter. Spaced some 600 yards apart, the redoubts contained the fort’s artillery. The Blakely River and two small Confederate ironclads, supported by artillery positions on river islands, protected the fort’s rear.

Formidable as they appeared, Fort Blakely and Spanish Fort were far less daunting than Mobile’s defensive belt to the south and west. Canby therefore chose to invest Mobile from the east. As he moved with his main force from the south, he ordered Major General Frederick Steele to bring some 13,000 men, including the 1st Division, U.S. Colored Troops, from the District of Pensacola to Fort Blakely.

Following an overland march, Steele’s force seized Fort Blakely’s outposts on April 2 and then immediately invested the fort. The marshy terrain complicated troop movements, and the fort’s defenders provided stout resistance, even raiding Steele’s trenches and artillery positions. However, Spanish Fort’s fall cleared the way for a full-scale Union attack on Fort Blakely. By then the opposing trench lines were less than 600 yards apart, and when Canby arrived with his main force, he had available some 45,000 men, opposed by only 4,000 Confederates.

The Union bombardment began in the early afternoon on April 9. Troops went over the top at about 5:30 p.m., led by Brigadier General John P. Hawkins’s African American division. Blakely’s Redoubt No. 4 in the center of the line, the fort’s strongest, fell after 10 minutes of heavy fighting. With massive artillery support and overwhelming numerical superiority, the Union troops quickly breached the earthworks, forcing Liddell to surrender. The battle claimed 682 Union casualties; Confederate casualties are not known, but Liddell and some 3,200 of his men were taken prisoner. Those who escaped made their way to Mobile.

Fought just hours after General Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox Court House, the Battle of Fort Blakely was the last infantry assault of the war and closed the Union’s Mobile Campaign, which was the war’s last combined army-navy operation. Mobile surrendered on May 12.
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Arkansas

INTRODUCTION

Arkansas, a Confederate state during the Civil War, is bordered by Louisiana and Texas to the south, Missouri to the north, Oklahoma to the west, and Mississippi and Tennessee to the east. The state of Arkansas had only limited strategic and economic value during the Civil War. The primary significance of Arkansas was as a Confederate gateway to Missouri or as a Union gateway to Texas.

Arkansas had been settled early in the 19th century by farmers from the adjoining states of what was then known as the Old Southwest. Many of them had owned slaves. In 1860 Arkansas was a largely rural, agricultural state with a total population of 435,450 people, of whom 110,000 were slaves. Since attaining statehood in 1836, Arkansas had been moving from a subsistence agricultural economy to one increasingly driven by the commercial production of cotton on slave-based plantations.

The growth of a plantation economy had accelerated Arkansas’s dependence on slavery. Although Arkansas ranked near the bottom of the slaveholding states in the total slave population, the percentage growth of that population was among the highest. The rise of the plantation economy had also led to the concentration of political and economic power in the hands of a small group of planter families who dominated the state’s Democratic Party. This group held rabid proslavery views and increasingly came to favor secession as the sectional controversy over slavery intensified. Their agitation to pass a secession ordinance intensified after Abraham Lincoln’s election to the presidency in November 1860.

Arkansas was not among the initial seven Southern states to secede, however, and Unionist sentiments in the state remained fairly strong. Public opinion favored the Union but opposed federal coercion of the already-seceded states. In March 1861 a state convention failed to ratify secession. The Confederate attack on Fort Sumter, South Carolina, on April 12, 1861, followed by Lincoln’s call for troops, however, gave the secessionists the upper hand. On May 6, 1861, Arkansas became one of the last four states (the others being North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia) to secede from the Union.

During the war, Arkansas’s economic contributions to the Confederacy were limited because Union forces overran much of the state early in the war, beginning in 1862. Initially, most of the male population responded enthusiastically to the state’s call to arms. Eventually Arkansas provided 48 infantry regiments, along with numerous artillery and cavalry units. In all, Arkansas supplied the Confederacy with 70 military units. But the state also furnished 15 units to the Union. An estimated 6,800 Arkansas men perished during the war in Confederate service. At least 1,750 died in service to the Union. After Union forces overran the northern two-thirds of the state, Arkansas Unionists raised 11 infantry and 4 cavalry regiments, which served mostly in garrison duties or antiguerrilla operations. Confederate troops from Arkansas saw action in all three theaters of the war.

Fleeing from advancing Union forces, the Arkansas Confederate government abandoned the capital at Little Rock in 1863, setting up a temporary capital at Washington, Arkansas, in the southwestern part of the state. In the winter of 1864, pro-Unionists from 23 Arkansas counties established a rival government at Little Rock. For the remainder of the war, the state was home to two competing governments. The dividing line was approximately along the Arkansas River.

The most significant battle fought on Arkansas soil was the Battle of Pea Ridge (Elkhorn Tavern) on March 7–8, 1862. The battle ended in a decisive victory for the Union forces and opened the way for the eventual Union occupation of the northern two-thirds of the state. Arkansas was also the scene of the northern component of the ill-fated Union Red River Expedition in 1864. Arkansas continued to be racked by political turmoil and guerrilla warfare from Confederate partisans for the remainder of the war.

For Arkansas, the Civil War formally ended on June 2, 1865, when Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi region surrendered. Under the 1867 Reconstruction Act, Arkansas was governed by the U.S. Army until a Unionist state convention could ratify a new state constitution. The new legislature promptly ratified the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, and Arkansas was readmitted to the Union on June 22, 1868.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Little Rock, Arkansas

Capital and principal city of Arkansas. Little Rock’s 1860 population was 3,727; experiencing major growth in the years immediately after the Civil War, the city boasted a population of 12,380 by 1870. Located along the strategic Arkansas River in central Arkansas, Little Rock has two principal tributaries that both empty into the Arkansas River: Rock Creek and Fourche Creek. To the city’s west lie the foothills of the Ouachita Mountains.

The area that encompasses Little Rock was home to various Indians for centuries prior to white contact. The most noteworthy of these were the Cherokees, Osages, Choctaws, and Caddos. The region was first explored by Europeans in 1541, when Spanish explorer Hernando De Soto traveled through it. The city derives its name from a large stone promontory along the Arkansas River that travelers used as a landmark for many years. In the early 1720s, the French named the place La Petite Roche, which translates as “The Little Rock.”

By 1820 white pioneers had begun moving into central Arkansas, and the area that would become Little Rock was first surveyed in 1820. The following year, Little Rock was chosen as the capital of the Arkansas Territory; in 1836 when Arkansas was admitted to the Union as a state, Little Rock remained the capital city. Little Rock did not have a substantial amount of manufacturing during the mid-19th century, although it was the home of the Little Rock Arsenal. The city’s major economic activity was derived from the cotton grown within Arkansas and from shipping and trade interests along the Arkansas River.

As a result of the Union’s Little Rock Campaign (mid-July–September 11, 1863), Union forces captured the city and held it for the remainder of the war. By January 1864 a pro-Union governor had been sworn into office at Little Rock, which now served as the capital of Union-held Arkansas. The Confederates moved their capital to Washington, Arkansas, in the southwestern part of the state.
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Washington, Arkansas

Small town located in southwestern Arkansas in Hempstead County that served as the capital of the Confederate government of Arkansas between October 1863 and April 1865. At the time of the Civil War, Washington had fewer than 1,000 people, including the influx of Confederate officials who took refuge there beginning in the autumn of 1863.

First founded in 1824, the town became an important way station for settlers bound for Texas along the Southwest Trail. Prior to the 1836 Texas Revolution, Sam Houston reportedly drew up plans for the revolt in a Washington tavern. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), several thousand volunteer troops stopped or passed through the town on their way to Texas and Mexico.

After the war with Mexico, Washington became an important center for commerce, especially among planters. When Little Rock fell to Union troops on September 11, 1863, the Confederates moved their state government apparatus first to Hot Springs and then to Washington, where it remained until war’s end. When the Cairo & Fulton Railroad, which bypassed the town, was constructed after the war, Washington entered a period of steep decline, losing population and commercial establishments. The city of Hope, to the southeast, became the area’s commercial hub. Today, Washington has a population of fewer than 150 people.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Smith

Strategic redoubt during the Civil War, held by the Confederacy from 1861 to 1863 and then the Union from 1863 to 1865. Located on the Arkansas River near the border of present-day Oklahoma, Fort Smith was originally constructed in 1817 and first garrisoned that December. It was then employed in helping to keep the peace between the Osage and Cherokee tribes. The post was abandoned in 1824, but the U.S. Army reactivated it in 1838, to coincide with the removal of the Cherokees and Choctaws from points east to nearby Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

Between 1838 and 1846, the federal government significantly expanded the size of the fort. During those years, Captain Charles W. Thomas supervised construction. The plans included a stone wall 12 feet in height and from 2 to 3 feet thick enclosing an area 600 by 400 feet, with blockhouse bastions, two stories high, at each angle. Principal outbuildings included two officers’ quarters, a barracks, a commissary, and a quartermaster storehouse, all of which were enclosed by the stone walls.

At the onset of the war in 1861, Fort Smith was the U.S. Army’s primary supply depot for frontier posts farther west. When Arkansas seceded from the Union in May 1861, state troops took control of the fort, which the U.S. Army had already evacuated. As in the past, the Confederates used Fort Smith as a major supply depot for the Trans-Mississippi region and as a headquarters for their troops in Indian Territory. Fort Smith was also employed to help guard against Union incursions into Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana.

Fort Smith saw no fighting but was the base from which the Confederates launched numerous expeditions, including those culminating in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862), and the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). Confederate troops were defeated in the last two battles, and on August 30, 1863, the fort fell into Union hands, for Union troops now controlled Indian Territory near the fort. The post remained in Union control for the rest of the war.

At the end of the Civil War, Fort Smith was in very poor condition. By 1870, two fires had destroyed the officers’ quarters, and in 1871 the government closed the facility. In later years, Fort Smith was used as the site for federal executions by hanging; some 86 men were executed here. The city of Fort Smith, Arkansas, founded in 1817, is now the state’s second-largest city.
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Little Rock Arsenal

Weapons and ammunition depot located in Little Rock, Arkansas, that eventually became a comprehensive U.S. Army installation by 1860. In 1836, the U.S. government authorized the construction of an arsenal in Arkansas to provide for safety along what was then considered the American frontier. The site of the facility was selected in 1837, and $14,000 was appropriated to build its main structure, known as the Tower Building. This edifice, which still stands, was designed as an ammunition storage site; its walls are solid masonry, three feet thick from base to roof. Completed in 1841, the Tower Building, so-named because of its unique octagonal tower that buttresses the center of the structure, ended up costing $30,000 to build. Between 1841 and the early 1850s, some 36 smaller buildings were erected on the 36-acre site. These included barracks, officers’ quarters, offices, an armory, a kitchen, and other outbuildings.

By early 1861 when secession appeared imminent, U.S. Army captain James Totten was in command of the Little Rock Arsenal. Arkansas governor Henry Rector, mindful of the building crisis and under pressure from locals to seize the arsenal as soon as possible, endeavored to take the facility peacefully through negotiations with Totten. For his part, Totten had wired officials in Washington, D.C., asking for guidance, but none was forthcoming. In the meantime, armed locals had begun to camp outside the arsenal, and so Rector and Totten hastened to reach an agreement. On February 8, 1861, Totten signed a letter agreeing to turn over the facility to Arkansas officials, and Union troops promptly vacated the arsenal. They had been guaranteed safe passage to St. Louis via the Arkansas River.

The Little Rock Arsenal remained in Confederate hands until September 11, 1863, when Little Rock fell to invading Union forces. At that point, the arsenal site was used chiefly to quarter troops; most weapons and ammunition were moved off-site. During March 1864, Union major general Frederick Steele used the arsenal facility to mobilize and prepare his men for the March 23–May 3, 1864, Camden Expedition.

Postbellum, the Little Rock Arsenal continued to be an active U.S. Army installation but was decommissioned in 1890. In 1880, future World War II hero General Douglas MacArthur was born on the grounds of the arsenal. In 1892, the federal government deeded the 36-acre site to the City of Little Rock, which converted the area into a municipal park, initially known as City Park but renamed MacArthur Park in 1942. Today, the only surviving structure, the Tower Building, houses the MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Eison, James Reed. “The Arsenal in Little Rock.” Pulaski County Historical Review 16 (June 1968): 17–23.

Eison, James Reed. “MacArthur Park: Then and Now.” Pulaski County Historical Review 32 (Fall 1984): 51–56.

Huddleston, Duane. “Building the Little Rock Arsenal.” Pulaski County Historical Review 20 (December 1972): 45–47.

NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Flanagin, Harris (1817–1874)

Confederate officer and governor of Arkansas (1862–1864). Harris Flanagin was born on November 3, 1817, in Roadstown, New Jersey, but was reared mainly in Illinois. In 1837 he relocated to Arkansas and was admitted to the bar that same year. Flanagin entered Democratic Party politics when he served in the Arkansas House of Representatives (1842–1844). In 1861 he participated in his state’s secession convention but voted to keep Arkansas in the Union. After fighting began in April 1861, however, Flanagin changed his stance and supported the Confederacy. In May he commenced Confederate service as a captain in the 2nd Arkansas Mounted Rifles. Soon advanced to colonel, in the autumn of 1862 he received word of his election to the Arkansas governorship. Flanagin resigned his commission, returned to Little Rock, and was sworn into office on November 15, 1862.

Although Flanagin worked tirelessly to gird his state for war, his efforts were largely stymied because of an acute lack of resources. Arkansas was among the poorest states in the Confederacy, and a sizable portion of its population lived in poverty. Food, medicine, and clothing were in constant short supply, and the state had only a small and ineffective manufacturing base. Flanagin also struggled with a population that was split in its loyalties. As the war went on, these problems grew steadily worse.

In September 1863 Union forces took Little Rock, and Flanagin was now faced with an enemy occupation of his state. Be that as it may, he did make numerous efforts to cooperate with pro-Unionists and federal officials who sought to establish a reconstruction government. His efforts paid some dividends, but he was nevertheless compelled to leave office on April 18, 1864. Flanagin then resumed his legal practice. After the war he retired to Arkadelphia, Arkansas, where he died on October 23, 1874.
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Murphy, Isaac (1799–1882)

Lawyer, politician, and Unionist governor of Arkansas (1864–1868). Isaac Murphy was born on October 16, 1799, near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Washington College (now Washington and Jefferson College) in Pennsylvania. Admitted to the bar in April 1825, Murphy worked mainly as a teacher before moving to Clarksville, Tennessee. From there he and his family moved in 1834 to Fayetteville, Arkansas, where he practiced law, taught school, and surveyed. In 1836 Murphy was elected treasurer of Washington County, Arkansas, and was reelected two years later.

Murphy subsequently ran as a Democrat for a seat in the Arkansas State Assembly, winning election in 1846 and reelection in 1848. There he championed the creation of state-funded primary schools and fought the entrenched interests of Arkansas politics. In 1849 Murphy went to California to seek his fortune during the gold rush but returned empty-handed. Meanwhile, creditors seized his farm in 1851. Three years later Murphy moved to Huntsville, Arkansas.

In 1856 Murphy was elected to the Arkansas Senate. In February 1861 he was elected as a Unionist to the Arkansas Secession Convention. He voted against secession, refusing to change his vote even after receiving death threats and threats of political retribution. Murphy remained in Arkansas after the Civil War began, but he was forced to flee the state in the spring of 1862, taking refuge behind Union lines in Missouri.

When Union forces moved into Little Rock in September 1863, Murphy returned to the state capital, where Unionists were already preparing to write a constitution and establish a new government. Murphy was named interim governor on January 4, 1864, and was formally inaugurated on April 18 after elections had been held the month prior. Because Union control of Arkansas was at best tenuous, Murphy’s grip on power was similarly precarious. After the war he remained in office, extending generous pardons for those Arkansans seeking to reenter the state.

As those opposed to Reconstruction began to seize control of the state legislature, Murphy’s role was diminished. In 1868 Unionists began to fight back, forming the Arkansas Republican Party. They helped craft the new state constitution and held elections that were suspected of irregularities. Finally, on July 2, 1868, Murphy turned the reins of government over to the newly elected governor. Murphy went back to Huntsville, where he resumed a legal practice and farmed. He died in Huntsville on September 8, 1882.
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Rector, Henry Massey (1816–1899)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of Arkansas (1860–1862). Henry Massey Rector was born on May 1, 1816, in Louisville, Kentucky, and moved to St. Louis as a youth. In 1835 he relocated to Arkansas and became a farmer on land he had inherited near Collegeville. Rector was a U.S. marshal (1842–1843) and served in the Arkansas Senate as a Democrat (1848–1850). He subsequently studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1854. Rector then began a successful practice in Little Rock, and from 1855 until 1859 he was a member of the Arkansas House of Representatives. He sat on the Arkansas Supreme Court (1859–1860) before running for governor in 1860.

After a hard-fought campaign, Rector became governor on November 16, 1860. He soon convened a secession convention, which first met in March 1861. The delegates initially voted against secession, which angered the prosecessionist Rector. While the convention dithered, the governor moved boldly and unilaterally, ordering state troops to occupy Fort Smith and seize the U.S. arsenal in Little Rock. He also sent a contingent of state troops to Virginia after that state seceded in April.

Arkansas finally seceded on May 6, 1861, at which time the secession convention decided to remain in session to help supervise the war effort. Rector was not happy with this decision. Meddling by the convention combined with the state’s poor finances and growing resistance to the Confederate government stymied most of Rector’s plans to prepare the state for war. As time went on, Rector and the convention delegates were in a constant state of feuding. In the autumn of 1862, the state’s newly adopted constitution did not endorse Rector’s governorship, and he was forced to leave office on November 4, only halfway through his term in office.

Thereafter Rector resumed his legal career and farming interests. He died on August 12, 1899, in Little Rock.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Cleburne, Patrick Ronayne (1828–1864)

Druggist, lawyer, and Confederate officer. Born in County Cork, Ireland, on March 17, 1828, Patrick Ronayne Cleburne was orphaned at age 15. He sought to follow his father into the medical profession but failed the entrance exam to the Trinity College of Medicine in 1846 and then served for 3 years in the British Army’s 41st Regiment of Foot, rising to corporal. After purchasing his discharge, he immigrated to America with his siblings in 1849.
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Patrick Ronayne Cleburne was a highly effective battlefield commander, who saw extensive service fighting on the Confederate side during the Civil War. Rising to the rank of major general, near the end of the war Cleburne proposed arming blacks, who would earn their freedom by fighting for the South. (Library of Congress)

Cleburne first lived in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he became an apothecary. He then moved to Helena, Arkansas, and pursued the same profession. Taking up the study of law, he became a successful lawyer. He also formed a business relationship with future Confederate major general Thomas C. Hindman, and the two purchased a newspaper. On May 24, 1856, Cleburne and Hindman were both shot and wounded, Cleburne in the back, during a street fight following a political debate. Cleburne shot and killed his assailant before collapsing. Following his recovery, he was exonerated of all charges in the incident.

In January 1861, Cleburne joined the local Arkansas Militia company and was soon elected its captain, leading it in the seizure of the Little Rock Arsenal. He then helped to raise and was elected colonel of the 1st Arkansas Militia on July 23. That unit mustered into Confederate service, with Cleburne remaining its colonel, as the 15th Arkansas Infantry on October 15. Cleburne commanded the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Army of Central Kentucky, Department No. 2, from October 1861 to March 29, 1862.

Appointed brigadier general in the Confederate Army on March 4, 1862, Cleburne commanded the 2nd Brigade, III Corps, Army of Mississippi, from March to August, fighting in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7) and the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30). Taking part in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26), during the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30) in Kentucky he was wounded by a ball in the cheek that carried away some teeth. Cleburne was again wounded, this time in the ankle, during the Battle of Perryville (October 8). Appointed major general to rank from December 13, he was thus one of only two foreign-born officers to hold this rank in Confederate service and was soon recognized as a superb combat commander.

Commanding the 1st Division of II Corps in the Army of Tennessee, in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) Cleburne routed the Union right wing. He also saw combat in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and fought at Chickamauga (September 19–20) and in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November). His division conducted a rare night assault during the Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29) and then distinguished itself in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25). During the Battle of Ringgold Gap (November 27), his division defended Tunnel Hill, protecting the Confederate withdrawal. For this action, Cleburne’s division received the Thanks of Congress.

Although Cleburne strongly supported the Southern cause, he was indifferent regarding the issue of slavery, and during the winter of 1863–1864 he proposed the abolition of slavery in a “reasonable time” and proposed that slaves be recruited into the army on promise of freedom to provide for the manpower needs of the Confederacy. This proposal, put forth in a circular, was rejected by the Confederate government until the end of the war. Cleburne continued to command his division and briefly a corps during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). For three weeks in October 1864, he commanded I Corps.

Cleburne also took part in General John Bell Hood’s foray into middle Tennessee. At the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Cleburne was hit in the abdomen and died at the forefront of his division, the senior of six Confederate generals killed in the futile Confederate assaults on the Union lines. Cleburne, known as the “Stonewall of the West,” was certainly one of the most popular Confederate division commanders of the war, and his death was widely lamented in the South.
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Hindman, Thomas Carmichael (1828–1868)

Confederate officer. Thomas Carmichael Hindman was born on January 28, 1828, in Knoxville, Tennessee, and moved to Jackson, Alabama, as a young boy. In 1841 his family relocated to a plantation in Tippah County, Mississippi. Hindman served as a lieutenant in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and studied law upon his return from the war. Admitted to the Mississippi bar in 1851, during 1854 and 1855 he sat in the Mississippi House of Representatives. In 1856 he relocated to Helena, Arkansas, where he practiced law. Elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served during 1859–1861. A strong supporter of secession, Hindman spearheaded a campaign to convince Arkansans to support the new Confederate government. After Arkansas seceded, he quit his House seat and recruited the 2nd Arkansas Infantry Regiment, becoming its colonel.

Advanced to brigadier general on September 28, 1861, Hindman saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he led a division and was slightly wounded. On April 14 he was promoted to major general and named commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department, headquartered in Arkansas. Overzealous in enforcing martial law and conscription in the department, Hindman was replaced by Major General Theophilus Holmes. Now in command of Confederate forces in northern Arkansas, Hindman decided to take the offensive, but he suffered a strategic defeat at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862). Unable to provide his men with adequate food or supplies, he was forced to retreat to the Arkansas River, leaving virtually all of northwestern Arkansas open to Union advances. Hindman soon requested reassignment and was attached to the Army of Tennessee.

In command of a division in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was wounded, Hindman missed the fighting at Chattanooga (October–November) but returned to briefly head a corps in the Army of Tennessee. He commanded a division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but was grievously wounded near Kennesaw Mountain (June 27), which effectively ended his battlefield career. Hindman then joined his family members in Texas, where they had moved after being expelled from eastern Arkansas by Union forces.

Hindman decided to move his family to Mexico in June 1865 after his application for a pardon by President Andrew Johnson had been refused. There Hindman practiced law and became a coffee planter. In 1867 he returned to Helena, Arkansas, where he became embroiled in Reconstruction issues. His controversial stances on Reconstruction made many enemies, and on September 28, 1868, he was assassinated in his own home by an unknown gunman who shot him through a window.
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Rust, Albert (1818–1870)

Lawyer, U.S. congressman, and Confederate officer. Born in Fauquier County, Virginia, in 1818, Albert Rust moved to Union City, Arkansas, in 1837. There he studied law, passed the bar, and became a lawyer and a planter. From 1842 to 1848 and again from 1852 to 1854, he was a member of the Arkansas legislature. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, Rust served during March 1855–March 1857. Defeated for reelection, he was again elected in November 1858 and served during March 1859–March 1861.

Rust was a member of the Provisional Confederate Congress from March 1861 to February 1862. He entered Confederate military service on July 5, 1861, as colonel of the 3rd Arkansas Infantry, which he had recruited. His unit was ordered to western Virginia (present-day West Virginia), and Rust served under General Robert E. Lee in the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15). Rust remained in Virginia through the winter of 1861–1862, seeing minor action.

Appointed brigadier general on March 4, 1862, Rust was ordered to the western theater, where he commanded a brigade and took part in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4). In the spring of 1863, he was assigned to the Trans-Mississippi Department and in that capacity served out the remainder of the war in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas. He was paroled at Austin, Texas on July 27, 1865.

Ruined financially by the war, Rust settled on a farm on the Arkansas River near Little Rock. He died at his home on April 3, 1870.
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NOTABLE BATTLES

Pea Ridge, Battle of (March 7–8, 1862)

Engagement during the struggle to control Missouri. The Battle of Pea Ridge, also known as the Battle of Elkhorn Tavern, was fought in Benton County, Arkansas, during March 7–8, 1862. On February 10, U.S. major general Samuel R. Curtis had begun a campaign designed to clear Missouri of Confederate forces. Curtis commanded the Army of the Southwest numbering some 11,000 men, while Confederate brigadier general Sterling Price had only 8,000 men. Price offered little effective resistance, and Curtis drove the Confederates from Missouri into northwestern Arkansas.
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Kurz & Allen print of the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) fought in Benton County, Arkansas. The first major Union victory in the Trans-Mississippi Theater of war, it gave the Union control of Missouri for more than two years. (Library of Congress)

Once in Arkansas, Price joined his forces to those of Brigadier General Ben McCulloch, and the two then withdrew to north of Fayetteville. There the Confederates reorganized under the aggressive Major General Earl Van Dorn, who had been appointed to command the Trans-Mississippi District, largely to end the quarreling that had been occurring between Price and McCulloch. Van Dorn formed the Army of the West on March 2 and set it in motion toward the Union forces with the expectation of routing them and then invading Missouri.

Van Dorn ordered Price, McCulloch, and their men north, while Brigadier General Albert Pike was also to advance with his command, consisting primarily of three regiments of Cherokees totaling some 800 men. In his three forces, Van Dorn commanded some 17,000 men. The ensuing battle is noteworthy as one of the few times in the war when the Confederates outnumbered their Union counterparts.

The Confederate advance began on March 4. The weather turned cold and snowy, slowing the march. To increase speed, Van Dorn left his supply wagons behind, a decision that he would later regret.

Learning of the Confederate advance, Curtis concentrated his four infantry divisions and entrenched in a strong position on Pea Ridge some 10 miles northeast of Bentonville. Some fighting occurred on March 6, when Union brigadier general Franz Sigel was slow to evacuate Bentonville. He and his men were surprised by the Confederates advance units but managed to fight their way through them to the Pea Ridge line.

Van Dorn, who was ill, formulated the battle plan from an ambulance on March 6. He ordered McCulloch and Pike to feint against the Union right and center, respectively, while Price assaulted and turned the Union left near Elkhorn Tavern. To get in position for an attack the next morning, March 7, Price was obliged to march his men all night. Although skirmishing occurred between 6:00 and 7:00 a.m., Price was slow to attack. His assault did not begin until 10:30, and the Federals were thus able to prepare. Troops here under Colonel Eugene A. Carr turned back two Confederate assaults, but a third assault drove the Federals from their position. On the other end of the Union line, the Cherokees, commanded by Colonel Stand Watie, drove back one Union division, but the Federals counterattacked and retook the lost ground. McCulloch was shot and killed by a Union sharpshooter, and his men lost heart. Meanwhile, a fourth assault by Price’s men drove Carr’s Union troops farther west of Elkhorn Tavern, although Union reserves stabilized the line there by nightfall.

Combat resumed the next day. Curtis, guessing correctly that the Confederates were running out of ammunition (Van Dorn’s supply train was a six-hour march distant), sent two of his divisions under Sigel against Price. The massed Union artillery, combined with infantry attacks, forced the Confederates to retreat. On the Union right, the other Union divisions attacked and smashed the Confederate left. Van Dorn had no recourse but to order a retreat.

Sigel took two divisions and marched toward Keetsville, Missouri, in the mistaken belief that the Confederates had withdrawn in that direction. By the time he had returned, any chance of effective Union pursuit had been lost. Nonetheless, Curtis had won a decisive victory against superior numbers.

Union losses were 1,384 (203 killed, 980 wounded, and 201 missing) against as many as 4,600 Confederate losses, including 300 captured. The Battle of Pea Ridge was the first major Union victory in the Trans-Mississippi theater and ensured Union control of Missouri for more than two years.
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Prairie Grove, Battle of (December 7, 1862)

Engagement for control of northwestern Arkansas. Union major general John M. Schofield had divided his Army of the Frontier into two widely separated parts: Brigadier General Francis J. Herron was located near Springfield, Missouri, while Brigadier General James G. Blunt, who had been ordered to advance into northwestern Arkansas, was near Fayetteville. Schofield then fell ill, and command of the army passed to Blunt.

Aware of their dispositions and hoping to defeat the Union forces in detail, Confederate major general Thomas C. Hindman gathered a force of his own at Fort Smith, Arkansas. Meanwhile, he dispatched 2,000 cavalrymen under Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke to screen his main body and harass Blunt. Blunt, however, moved forward with 5,000 men and 30 guns to meet Marmaduke, leading to the Battle of Cane Hill on November 28. Blunt drove Marmaduke back but was now further separated from the rest of his army.

On December 3, 1862, Hindman set out with his main body of 11,000 men and 22 guns to attack Blunt. Blunt did not withdraw and instead took up position at Cane Hill and telegraphed Herron, 110 miles distant, for assistance. Herron immediately set out from Springfield with 6,000 reinforcements on a forced march to join Blunt. Hindman learned of Herron’s movement on December 6 and hoped to be able to get between the two Union forces and defeat them in detail, striking Herron first.

Leaving a small force to occupy Blunt, on December 7 Hindman moved with Marmaduke’s cavalry against Herron, then near Prairie Grove. Herron’s superior artillery gradually silenced the Confederate guns and forced the Confederate infantrymen to seek safety on the rear slope of low hills. Herron then ordered an advance, which was met and blunted by a savage attack on three sides by troops under Marmaduke and Brigadier General Francis A. Shoup. Half of the attacking Federals were casualties in a matter of minutes. Hindman then ordered his own forces to advance and break the Union lines, but Herron’s artillery turned them back. Herron then ordered another charge with a view toward protecting his guns, but this was defeated in turn. The Confederates then advanced a second time but were again beaten back.

Hindman was at the point of ordering a third charge when Blunt, who had ordered his men to march to the sound of the guns, came on the field, surprising the Confederates. Fighting continued until dark, when the Confederates, short of food and ammunition and with much of their artillery out of action, withdrew to Van Buren. Union losses in the battle were 1,251 of some 9,200 men engaged; the Confederates lost 1,317 men of 11,000 engaged.

Blunt then pursued Hindman and at the end of the month captured Van Buren, securing both northwestern Arkansas and western Missouri for the Union.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

Further Reading

Cozzens, Peter. “Hindman’s Grand Delusion.” Civil War Times Illustrated 39 (October 2000): 28–35, 66–69.

Jones, Samuel. The Battle of Prairie Grove, December 7, 1862. Charleston, SC: Nabu, 2010.

Shea, William L. Fields of Blood: The Prairie Grove Campaign. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009.

Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post, Battle of (January 9–11, 1863)

Diversionary Union attack near the mouth of the Arkansas River prior to the resumption of the campaign against Vicksburg. Major General John McClernand, a political appointee without military background, was senior in rank to Major General William T. Sherman and, at the beginning of January 1863, took command from Sherman of army river operations against Vicksburg. Pompous, vain, and hoping for military glory and subsequent political gain, McClernand decided to send a sizable force up the Arkansas, which entered the Mississippi between Memphis and Vicksburg. The goal was to destroy Confederate Fort Hindman, also known as Arkansas Post.

Located on a commanding bluff some 50 miles upriver from the Mississippi and mounting 14 guns, Fort Hindman guarded the river approach to Little Rock, 117 miles to the northwest. Fort Hindman was an important staging area for Confederate raids that threatened Union control of the Mississippi, and here Brigadier General Thomas J. Churchill commanded some 5,000 Confederate troops. Union success at Fort Hindman would not only remove an important Confederate military threat but would also serve to restore lagging morale following the Chickasaw Bluffs reversal of late December.

The expedition set out on January 4, with Rear Admiral David D. Porter heading the naval contingent that included the ram Monarch, the gunboats Black Hawk and Tyler, the tinclads Rattler and Glide, and the ironclads Baron de Kalb, Louisville, and Cincinnati, all escorting a large number of transports carrying some 32,000 men. Following a feint against the White River, the flotilla headed up the Arkansas, arriving several miles below Fort Hindman on the evening of January 9. The troops then went ashore on both sides of the river in order to prevent the Confederates from reinforcing or escaping.

On the afternoon of January 10, Porter ordered the Baron de Kalb, Louisville, and Cincinnati to open fire on the Confederate earthworks. He next sent in the Rattler to fire on the adjacent rifle pits and artillery, which were then silenced and occupied by Union troops. At 5:30 p.m. with the Union troops in position, Porter ordered in the three ironclads against the fort. Advancing to within 400 yards, they engaged the Confederate defenders. Directing operations from the steam tug Thistle, Porter next brought up the light-draft Lexington and Black Hawk to fire shrapnel. He ordered the Rattler to enfilade the fort, and the tinclad provided effective fire from that position but also sustained extensive damage from shore fire. While the fort was largely silenced by the naval gunfire, it was too late in the day for the Union troops to attack.

The next day, January 11, McClernand sent word to Porter that his men were waiting for the navy to attack, at which time they too would assault the fort. The Union warships then resumed their shelling, this time from very close range. At about 4:00 p.m. with all of his guns except one out of commission, Colonel John W. Dunnington surrendered the fort to Porter. At the same time, Churchill surrendered the land forces to Sherman.

Confederate losses in the Battle of Fort Hindman numbered about 150 dead and 4,791 prisoners. Union casualties apart from prisoners were heavier because the troops had been forced to assault entrenchments. The Union tally ashore amounted to 79 killed and 440 wounded. The warships sustained about 30 casualties.

The Union troops destroyed what remained of the fort and its guns before rejoining the transports to return to Milliken’s Bend, about seven miles above Vicksburg. McClernand strutted and sought to take full credit for the victory. Concerned over the damage that McClernand might cause to Union operations, both Sherman and Porter urged Army of the Tennessee commander Major General Ulysses S. Grant to come and take personal command of Union operations against Vicksburg.
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Little Rock Campaign (mid-July–September 11, 1863)

Union military campaign that resulted in the capture of Little Rock and Union control of the strategically important Arkansas River Valley. In July 1863, circumstances appeared favorable for such an operation. On July 4 Vicksburg fell, and Union forces won the Battle of Helena. These two victories freed up troops for operations elsewhere. At the same time, Union authorities in Missouri believed that Confederate forces, far from being limited by the Battle of Helena, were actively planning an invasion of Missouri. The Union response was to dispatch Brigadier General John Wynn Davidson and 6,000 cavalry from Pilot Knob, Missouri, into Arkansas. The Union troopers crossed the St. Francis River at Chalk Bluff on July 19–20 and proceeded to Wittsburg on the St. Francis River. By July 28, they had been resupplied from the Union base at Helena.

Major General Sterling Price took command of the Confederate District of Arkansas on July 23. Ordering his cavalry to harass the advancing Union troopers and delay them as long as possible, he established a defensive line on Bayou Meto at present-day Jacksonville. He also established fortifications on high ground opposite Little Rock. Price, however, had only some 8,000 men. On August 8, Davidson linked up at Clarendon with a U.S. Navy flotilla. The ships then proceeded up the White and Little Red Rivers, capturing several Confederate steamers and skirmishing with Confederate forces.

With Union troops now released with the surrender of Vicksburg, Major General Frederick Steele at Helena assumed command of the campaign. On August 10–11 he set out across eastern Arkansas with some 7,000 men to join Davidson at Clarendon, although on reaching there he reported some 1,000 men sick. Steele sent his cavalry toward Little Rock while moving his infantry to healthier ground at DeValls Bluff on the White River by August 23.

The first major encounter between the Union and Confederate cavalry occurred on August 15 near Brownsville, north of present-day Lonoke. Both sides sustained only light casualties, but the Confederates, commanded by Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke, retired on Bayou Meto.

On August 27, Davidson attacked the Confederate Bayou Meto fortifications. Confederate brigadier general Lucius M. Walker had charge there, although Marmaduke exercised actual field command. The battle devolved into an artillery contest, with only limited cavalry and infantry combat, and ended with a Union withdrawal and 7 dead and 38 wounded; Confederate casualties are not known. Despite the rebuff of the attackers, that evening Price ordered the defenders to fall back on Little Rock. Union reinforcements joined Steele on September 2, bringing his strength up to some 15,000 men and 49 guns. Uncertain that he could hold Little Rock, Price ordered supplies moved from that place to Arkadelphia. He now commanded only 7,749 men.

The Confederate defense was hobbled by a feud between Marmaduke and Walker that had been ongoing since the Battle of Helena and that now broke into the open when Marmaduke charged Walker with cowardice at Bayou Meto. On the morning of September 6, the two men met in a duel at the Lefevre plantation east of Little Rock, which ended with Walker fatally wounded and Marmaduke under arrest, although he was freed in time for the Battle of Little Rock.

Meanwhile, Steele decided to cross the Arkansas River at a horseshoe bend in the river east of Little Rock. He sent a diversionary force east of the crossing site to confuse Confederate cavalrymen who were trying to cover a dozen fords across the river as Union engineers constructed a pontoon bridge at the actual crossing site. The Confederates opened artillery fire that evening on the river bend, but massive Union counterbattery fire drove them off, and on September 10 Union cavalry and infantry held a beachhead on the south side of the Arkansas River.

As Union cavalry moved against the Confederate defenders along Bayou Fourche, the Union infantry moved west along the north bank of the Arkansas River. With his defenses now effectively flanked, Price ordered his infantrymen to abandon the entrenchments north of the river and withdraw to the southwest. By 5:00 p.m. the Confederates had completely abandoned Little Rock, and two hours later civilians formally surrendered the Arkansas capital city to Union control. A halfhearted and largely ineffective pursuit of the Confederates on September 11 closed out the Little Rock Campaign. Union casualties totaled 147; the Confederates lost 64.

The 1863 Little Rock Campaign effectively limited the Confederate presence in Arkansas to the southern half of the state, ending plans to use the state as a base of operations to attack Missouri. The capture of Little Rock also helped produce President Abraham Lincoln’s Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction of December 8, 1863, which provided that a Unionist government could be established in a seceded state if 10 percent of the 1860 voters took a loyalty oath. This occurred in Arkansas, with Isaac Murphy sworn in as governor on January 4, 1864.
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Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864)

Union offensive in Arkansas, part of the larger Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). The Red River Campaign was designed to capture Shreveport, Louisiana, for a subsequent invasion of Texas. The campaign had two major prongs—one proceeding up the Red River Valley in Louisiana, with Major General Nathaniel P. Banks as its principal ground forces commander and Rear Admiral David D. Porter commanding the naval forces, and another to close on Shreveport from the north through Arkansas, under Department of Arkansas commander Major General Frederick Steele. Success in such operations often depends on the different columns arriving at the objective at the same time, and this certainly did not occur in the Red River Campaign, allowing the Confederate defenders to concentrate on first one and then the other of the Union columns.

Steele, who had opposed the plan because of supply problems, the state of the region’s roads, and a lack of forage, departed his base at Little Rock, Arkansas, on March 23 with 8,500 men in the 3rd Division of VII Corps and two cavalry brigades. He was nearly three weeks behind schedule because of supply and logistical problems. Steele proceeded south toward Camden, Arkansas, where he planned to resupply before proceeding on to Shreveport. At Arkadelphia, he was supposed to be reinforced by a brigade under Brigadier General John M. Thayer, which would have increased Steele’s total strength to about 10,250 men. Skirmishes with Confederate forces along the way weakened Steele’s forces and further depleted his supplies. When he arrived in Arkadelphia on March 29, Thayer was still several days distant. Unable to delay further, however, Steele decided to press on, despite supply shortages.

Steele fought Brigadier General Joseph O. Shelby’s forces on April 3 at Elkin’s Ferry and Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke’s forces on April 4 while crossing the Ouachita River. Steele managed to repulse the Confederates and crossed the river with few problems. On April 10 he encountered Major General Sterling Price’s forces at Prairie D’Ane. Steele reached Camden on April 15 and occupied the town but found virtually no supplies.

On April 17, Steele dispatched Colonel James M. Williams with a foraging party to travel about 20 miles to a place called Lee’s Plantation to procure corn. On the morning of April 18 in the Battle of Poison Spring, a Confederate force three times its size ambushed and destroyed the Union foragers as they returned to Camden.

On April 20 a supply train did arrive from Pine Bluff, but the supplies were insufficient to meet Steele’s needs. Steele then sent Lieutenant Colonel Francis M. Drake and fewer than 2,000 men to Pine Bluff to obtain additional supplies. On April 25 Drake’s force was defeated by the Confederates in the Battle of Marks’ Mills. Only 300 Union troops escaped. This lopsided Confederate victory and the state of his supplies prompted Steele to withdraw to his base at Little Rock under cover of darkness on April 26. At Jenkins’ Ferry on April 30, pursuing Confederate forces under Price and Edmund Kirby Smith caught up with Steele crossing the Sabine River. Steele had prepared defensive positions, and although fighting continued for most of the day, he was able to get most of his men across the river. Union casualties totaled 700 men, whereas the Confederates lost 800–1,000. In the entire campaign, Steele had lost some 2,750 men, the Confederates some 2,300. The Union had also lost nine guns and more than 650 wagons.
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California

INTRODUCTION

Western state covering 158,706 square miles. The state of California, which had an 1860 population of 379,994 people, is bordered by Mexico to the south, Oregon to the north, Nevada and Arizona to the east, and the Pacific Ocean to the west. The question of California’s statehood opened the turbulent 1850s by bringing the issue of the expansion of slavery back to the forefront of American politics.

The rapid expansion of California’s population following the 1849 gold rush led to serious concerns over how to best govern the area; ultimately the solution was to admit California into the Union, which occurred on September 9, 1850. The conflict between North and South was joined when California wrote a free-state constitution. There were two significant issues raised by California’s admission. One was the balance in the U.S. Senate between slave and free states, and the other was the physical expansion of slavery. By 1850, the Senate was balanced between free- and slave-state representatives. The admission of a new free state would shift the balance of power toward the North, a major source of concern for the slave states of the South. In addition, many southerners fretted about the possibility that other territories won during the Mexican-American War—especially New Mexico and Utah—would be closed to slavery. To many southerners, this was troubling because they held that slave territory had to continue growing in order to survive.

The struggle over these issues spawned the Compromise of 1850. The components of the deal were complex and made neither side happy, thus laying a foundation of frustration that would last until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. Under the Compromise of 1850, the free states agreed to a stronger fugitive slave law, which upset many northerners and led to an increase in the number of personal liberty laws in the North. In addition, Texas gave up its claims to the source of the Rio Grande in defining its western boundary and thus the eastern part of what became New Mexico Territory in exchange for money that Texas would use to pay its debts incurred during nine years as an independent republic. The compromise also outlawed the slave trade in the District of Columbia. California was admitted as a free state, and thus the South accepted a free-state majority in the U.S. Senate. The remainder of the territory won from Mexico would be open to slavery under the concept of popular sovereignty, which would serve as an example for the divisive 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act.

California remained a reliably Democratic Party state until the 1860 presidential election, when Republican Abraham Lincoln beat Democrat Stephen Douglas by the slimmest of margins—32.3 percent to 31.7 percent. The election would also see California Republicans sent to the U.S. House of Representatives, where they would remain dominant throughout the war years. Also during the war, Republicans took control of the state legislature, and voters elected Republican Leland Stanford to the governorship.

With the beginning of the Civil War, the California state legislature quickly pledged support to the Union. Thereafter, the legislature stymied pro-Confederate sentiments by outlawing the display of the Confederate flag and forbidding pro-Southern sympathizers from seeking relief in state courts. State legislators also ordered the closing of numerous pro-Confederate newspapers. Briefly in January 1861, a cabal of pro-Southern Californians declared the Pacific Republic, actually raising a flag of the breakaway state in Stockton, California. State authorities swiftly squashed the effort, however.

California supplied the Union with important and precious commodities for the war effort, including wool, wheat, foodstuffs of many kinds, and, most of all, gold. Indeed, California provided on average $1 million per week in gold throughout the war, or more than $170 million during the first three years of the conflict, a considerable sum for support of the war effort.

The draft never went into effect in California; nevertheless, the state still managed to call up nearly 16,000 volunteer troops. Most remained on home-guard duty. California produced eight infantry and two cavalry regiments as well as several cavalry and mountaineer battalions. The so-called California Battalion went east with 500 men who served with the 2nd Massachusetts Cavalry, while the California Column was sent to New Mexico. Among the actions in which Californians participated were the engagement at Picacho Pass, New Mexico Territory (Arizona), on April 15, 1862, and the occupation of Tucson. While they did not see the heavy combat of their eastern counterparts, Californians did free up other regiments to serve in other locations. During the course of the war, 108 Californians were killed in action and 465 died of other causes, for a total of 573 deaths. Numerous prominent Civil War officers had served in the state prior to the war, including John C. Frémont, Albert Sidney Johnston, Henry Halleck, and Ulysses S. Grant.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Los Angeles, California

City located along the southern California coast with an 1860 population of 4,385. During 1850–1860 the population of Los Angeles increased by 170 percent, due mostly to the discovery of gold in California in 1848 and the discovery of the Comstock Silver Lode in 1859. At the time of the Civil War, Los Angeles was California’s most populous city south of San Francisco and was the commercial and trade hub of southern California. Much of the city’s economy at that time was dominated by agriculture and ranching; there was no large-scale industrial activity in the area until after the Civil War. Indeed, the rich agricultural areas in and around Los Angeles provided the bulk of fresh meat and produce for the thousands of miners who had flocked to the northern and central parts of the state to seek their fortunes.

Los Angeles was officially established in 1781 by a group of Spanish settlers who had migrated north out of what is now Mexico. The pueblo of Los Angeles remained a small, sleepy backwater for many years, but after Mexico gained its independence from Spain in 1821, Pío Pico, the governor of Alta California, established the town as the capital of the region. This made Los Angeles the administrative capital of a huge area encompassing all of California.

Unlike the northern parts of California, a sizable number of Los Angelinos harbored pro-Southern sympathies. Among these individuals were the Californios, or people of Mexican descent who had remained in California after 1848. Hoping to seize the opportunity, the Confederate government began working with locals to arrange for the southern half of California to join the Confederacy. Indeed, California was the ultimate objective of Confederate brigadier general Henry H. Sibley’s failed New Mexico Campaign during November 1861–May 1862. No Confederate troops made it to California, however. To forestall a Confederate seizure of Los Angeles, in early 1861 U.S. officials moved to fortify a small-arms depot in the city, which eventually was developed into a small army facility known as Camp Drum.

Los Angeles gave birth to California’s only pro-Confederate military force during the Civil War, a company of the California Militia that came to be called the Los Angeles Mounted Rifles. The unit was established in February 1861. After being denied arms by the state government, a small group of the original company decided to go east in May 1861 to rendezvous with Confederate forces. Most joined Texas units and saw action in the eastern and Trans-Mississippi theaters.
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Sacramento, California

Capital city of California located in the north-central portion of the state at the confluence of the American and Sacramento Rivers. The modern history of Sacramento began in the late 1840s, when gold was discovered in 1848 at nearby Sutter’s Mill, a sawmill enterprise established by John A. Sutter Sr. Shortly thereafter, the city of Sacramento was established by Sutter’s son, John Jr., on land that the Sutters had already developed as a trading center near the heart of modern-day Sacramento along the Sacramento River. In 1854 Sacramento was named California’s state capital, and in 1860 construction began on a permanent capitol building that would house the legislature and state offices. Sacramento’s population grew rapidly during the 1850s, increasing from 6,820 in 1850 to 13,785 by 1860.

The city, initially named Sacramento City, was formally chartered by the state legislature in February 1850, one month after the area was devastated by floods from winter storms. Later that same year, a serious cholera epidemic claimed the lives of nearly 1,000 people in the Sacramento area. Despite these setbacks, the city began to grow and prosper by the mid-1850s and boasted several modest industrial concerns, including brass foundries. Nevertheless, agriculture continued to be the largest business in the region, as farmers would send their goods to market via the Sacramento River and the city’s wharves that dotted its banks. By 1855 construction had begun on the area’s first railroad, the Sacramento Valley Railroad.

In 1856, Sacramento became the birthplace of California’s Republican Party. The city was strongly pro-Union and would remain so throughout the ensuing Civil War. In 1860 Sacramento became a stop on the Pony Express, which helped the city’s economic development. Only a year or so later, however, the Pony Express was rendered virtually obsolete by the installation of Sacramento’s first telegraph service, which linked it with stations all the way to the East Coast. Another railroad, the Central Pacific, was approved for construction in 1861 and was specifically supported by President Abraham Lincoln, who recognized its potential value to the war effort. Sacramento’s biggest contribution to the Union cause was not so much material but rather its moral and political support for the Lincoln administration and the Republican Party in Washington, D.C.
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San Francisco, California

Major West Coast port and by far California’s largest city at the time of the Civil War, with an 1860 population of 56,802. San Francisco is situated on the southern edge of California’s northern coast on the San Francisco Peninsula, which separates the Pacific Ocean and San Francisco Bay. San Francisco Bay, a shallow estuary formed by waters chiefly from the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers, affords the city an excellent natural harbor that was used extensively by Spain and then Mexico (which officially controlled the area from 1821 until 1848) and by the United States thereafter. San Francisco has for many years been the major link between the United States and East Asia.

In 1848 when the Americans formally took possession of California, San Francisco was a small, sparsely populated provincial settlement. The discovery of gold not far away in the Sacramento Valley, however, transformed the city practically overnight into an important commercial, banking, and shipping hub, by far the largest such center on the West Coast. Indeed, between 1848 and 1849, San Francisco’s population exploded from some 1,000 inhabitants to nearly 25,000. By 1850 the federal government had constructed a fort on Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay and another on the San Francisco Peninsula to help guard the approaches to the bay and secure the city. Banking giants Wells Fargo and the Bank of California had been formed by 1864, as had other successful commercial establishments. Although some industry developed in the years prior to the war, the city’s major source of wealth came from mining, particularly gold. But in 1859, the discovery of the Comstock Lode of silver added another major component to San Francisco’s income and influence. Before long, it had become American’s largest city west of the Mississippi River.

San Francisco city was untouched physically by the Civil War, but its banking and mining-related businesses made important contributions to the Union economy, as did the city’s shipping activity. Pro-Union sentiment was strong, although there were pockets of pro-Confederate sympathy, especially among Southerners who had gone west to seek their fortunes in gold or silver. San Francisco still had a decidedly Spanish/Mexican influence, but as the city grew, it became a place of great diversity, including many Chinese and other immigrants who found work building railroads or in the mining business.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Benicia Arsenal

Major weapons depot and U.S. Army facility located in Benicia, California, in Solano County, east of San Francisco. As soon as the United States had secured California in 1847 during the Mexican-American War, the U.S. War Department acquired 252 acres just outside the town limits of Benicia where it hoped to establish a military depot and barracks for soldiers. The first structures built at the site, between 1848 and 1849, were barracks, which then housed two companies of the 2nd U.S. Infantry. Several months later, the 3rd U.S. Artillery Regiment was quartered at the Benicia Barracks. In 1851, the U.S. government established the first ordnance supply depot in the far West at Benicia. The following year, the facility was formally named Benicia Arsenal. Several future Civil War generals were stationed there, including Edward Ord, Ulysses S. Grant, and Joseph Hooker.

During the 1850s the facility underwent steady growth, adding magazines, a huge 100- by 40-foot solid stone storage house, a hospital, ammunition shops, offices, officers’ quarters, and horse stables. There were even camel stables, the result of a failed experiment that sought to employ these animals for military duty in the rugged and arid Southwest during the mid-1850s. Those stables still stand today. Benicia also became headquarters for subsistence in the western United States.

When the Civil War began in 1861, the Benicia Arsenal was a major army facility, the largest one of its kind west of the Mississippi River. The arsenal served as a staging and training facility for state volunteers being mustered into Union service and shipped some 30,000 muskets to the east via ship.

The Benicia Arsenal continued to grow in both size and number of personnel after the war ended. The arsenal played a key role during the Philippine-American War, World War I, World War II, and the Korean War. In the immediate aftermath of the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941, Benicia’s stocks of small arms, ammunition, and high explosives were virtually depleted in less than 24 hours when 125 truck convoys carried them away for distribution in the Pacific and Europe. During World War II, the arsenal reconditioned and manufactured some 180,000 items for military use. The workforce at the Benicia Arsenal peaked at 6,700 civilian employees during the Korean War. The arsenal was decommissioned in 1963 and closed the following year. Many of the buildings still exist and are historic landmarks.
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Fort Yuma

U.S. Army post located along the Colorado River in eastern California’s Imperial County, directly opposite the modern-day city of Yuma, Arizona. The first iteration of Fort Yuma was located about a mile below the mouth of the Gila River and was established in November 1850. In March 1851 the fort was relocated to a small rise along the Colorado River’s west bank, which became its permanent location. It was then known as Camp Yuma. The following year it was renamed Fort Yuma, with Captain Samuel P. Heintzelman, of the 2nd Infantry Regiment, commanding. The principal role of the post was to protect wagon trains and migrants bound for California and to protect against depredations by the Yuman Indian tribe. During 1850–1853, the Yuma War pitted the Yumans and Mojaves against white settlers in the region around Fort Yuma. By December 1851, however, the fort was abandoned owing to the difficulty in keeping the remote desert outpost supplied with food and other necessities. The torrid summer weather, which features several months of 100-plus temperatures, also drove this decision.

In February 1852 Heintzelman regarrisoned Fort Yuma, and the facility would remain an active army post until 1883. Still, however, supplying Fort Yuma remained a logistical challenge. Supplies were usually shipped from San Diego by water, sent around Baja California and into the Gulf of California (Sea of Cortez), where ships would travel due north and unload at the mouth of the Colorado River. The supplies were then loaded onto wagon trains that brought them across the desert to Fort Yuma.

By 1860, Fort Yuma featured enlisted men’s barracks, officers’ quarters, commanding officer’s quarters, a kitchen, a bakery, quartermaster/adjutant offices, a large storehouse, and blacksmith and other similar workshops. The facility was surrounded by a wooden fence, and the structures were made of wood and adobe. In 1864 the Yuma Quartermaster Depot, located across the river in Arizona, was founded to serve as a central supply post for army posts in the far West, including New Mexico and Arizona. This greatly enhanced the importance of Fort Yuma. The quartermaster depot kept as many as 900 mules on hand to aid in the moving and loading of supplies. The depot also housed a large contingent of civilian teamsters.

In December 1861, U.S. regular army troops left their garrison to fight in the East. At that point Fort Yuma was garrisoned by the 1st California Infantry Regiment, part of the state’s home defense force. In early 1862, Union brigadier general James H. Carleton mobilized and equipped a force of 2,350 men, dubbed the California Column, at Fort Yuma. From there, he marched east into Arizona and reestablished Union control over Tucson and much of modern-day Arizona. The California Column similarly reasserted Union control over New Mexico.

Fort Yuma remained an active military post until 1883, when it was largely abandoned. A new railroad that traversed the Colorado River had made the facility obsolete, and the Yuma Quartermaster Depot was no longer needed. The facility became subsumed within the Quechan Indian Reservation, which still controls the area, but the U.S. military still maintains a presence in the Yuma area.
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Mare Island Naval Shipyard

The second of two naval yards added to the original six (the other was Pensacola, Florida), the Mare Island Naval Shipyard was established some 25 miles northeast of San Francisco in Vallejo, California. The Napa River separates Mare Island from the rest of Vallejo. Recognizing the need for a West Coast yard following the acquisition of California as a consequence of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), the U.S. Navy purchased the original 956 acres in 1853. A year later, Commander David G. Farragut arrived to oversee the establishment of the yard.

The first ship built at the Mare Island Naval Shipyard was the side-wheeler sloop Saginaw. The first U.S. Navy warship constructed on the Pacific coast, it was laid down in September 1858 and commissioned in January 1860. Some steam engines were built at the yard during the war. The yard also boasted a floating dry dock. Manufactured in New York, it was shipped in sections to California for assembly. The yard’s primary functions during the Civil War were to repair, overhaul, refuel, and reprovision navy ships. Removed from the operational area of the war’s major naval campaigns, the Mare Island Naval Shipyard supported U.S. Navy ships searching for Confederate commerce raiders in the Pacific, such as CSS Shenandoah.

Before its closure in April 1996, the Mare Island Naval Shipyard built 512 vessels of all types, including more than 300 landing craft. The shipyard constructed the only battleship ever built on the Pacific coast, USS California, and also set a construction record, building the destroyer Ward during World War II in only 17.5 days.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Downey, John Gately (1827–1894)

Businessman, banker, rancher, and governor of California (1860–1862). Born on June 24, 1827, in Castlesampson, County Roscommon, Ireland, John Gately Downey immigrated to the United States when he was 14 years old. The family settled in Maryland, where Downey at age 16 was apprenticed to an apothecary in Washington, D.C. A few years later Downey moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he found work as an apothecary. Learning about the California Gold Rush, which began in 1848, Downey left Cincinnati to seek his fortune in gold. Arriving in northern California in 1849, he prospected but was unsuccessful. By 1850, he had secured a job in San Francisco as a druggist.

In the early 1850s Downey relocated to Los Angeles, where he developed lucrative interests in cattle ranching, banking, and real estate. He was also elected to the Los Angeles town council as a Democrat. Downey supported the extension of slavery into Kansas, and from 1856 to 1857 he served in the California State Assembly, the lower chamber of the state legislature.

Downey ran successfully for the post of attorney general in 1859 and was sworn into office on January 9, 1860. Just five days later on January 14, he was sworn in as governor after the sitting governor, Milton Latham, took a seat in the U.S. Senate. Early on his tenure, Downey vetoed a controversial piece of legislation that would have given private companies a monopolistic hold on San Francisco’s lucrative waterfront trade and development. Most Californians cheered the move, but in the process Downey had deeply alienated the San Francisco elite, who wielded preponderant economic and political clout.

During the bitter 1860 elections, Downey decided to support Senator Stephen Douglas for president, despite the senator’s support for popular sovereignty. Downey’s stance alienated Democrats who supported slavery and also alienated Republicans. Nevertheless, when war came in 1861, Downey embraced the Union cause, as did most of the Democrats in California, who controlled the state house. He agreed to call up and mobilize troops for the Union Army and supported efforts to secure southern California from potential Confederate activity. Still, by late 1861 many Democrats questioned Downey’s loyalty, and he failed to secure his party’s nomination that year. He left office on January 14, 1862, and would not hold elective office again.

Upon his return to Los Angeles, Downey continued with his business ventures, cofounding the Farmers and Merchants Bank in 1871. In 1879 he helped lay the foundation for the University of Southern California, the area’s first comprehensive college. The following year Downey purchased the 45,000-acre Warner’s Ranch in San Diego County, where he greatly expanded his cattle ranching interests. Downey died on March 1, 1894, in Los Angeles. The town of Downey, California, in Los Angeles County, is named in his honor.
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King, Thomas Starr (1824–1864)

Minister, abolitionist, and organizer and staunch supporter of the U.S. Sanitary Commission in California. Thomas Starr King was born on December 17, 1824, in New York City, the son of a Unitarian minister. When King was 15 years old his father died, making him the family’s sole breadwinner. King had to leave school but was determined to follow in his father’s footsteps. After a period of self-study, King was ordained a Unitarian minister and in 1846 became pastor of the Charlestown (Massachusetts) Universalist Church, a post his father had previously held. King was a powerful and spellbinding preacher and orator, and his sermons became celebrated throughout much of New England. In 1849 he became the pastor of Boston’s Hollis Street Church and engaged in frequent speaking tours, making him one of New England’s best-known preachers. In 1859 King published The White Hills: Their Legends, Landscapes, and Poetry, which was based largely on his stays in New Hampshire’s White Mountains.

In early 1860 King, an avowed abolitionist, accepted a ministerial position at the First Unitarian Church of San Francisco. After the Civil War began in 1861, King’s staunchly pro-Union sentiments led him to engage in a lengthy preaching and speaking tour throughout much of California, during which he implored Californians not to forsake the war effort and to remain loyal to the Union. Indeed, President Abraham Lincoln credited King’s efforts with being a significant factor in California’s loyalty. In the early stages of the war, there had been talk of the formation of an autonomous California Republic.

King was also influential in organizing the Pacific Branch of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, a government agency that sought to coordinate women’s support activities for the war effort. King then engaged in an exhaustive speaking circuit to raise money for the Sanitary Commission; by 1864, he had solicited more than $1.5 million. The tour ruined his health, however, and King died of diphtheria on March 4, 1864, in San Francisco.
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Low, Frederick Ferdinand (1828–1894)

Banker, politician, U.S. congressman (1862–1863), and governor of California (1863–1867). Frederick Ferdinand Low was born on June 20, 1828, in Frankfort (modern-day Winterport), Maine. Educated at the Hampden Academy (Hampden, Maine), Low relocated to California and began a shipping enterprise in San Francisco in 1849. During 1854–1861 he was a banker in Marysville, California. As a Republican, Low ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives and served there from June 1862 until March 1863. He was the first Republican to represent California in the U.S. House. Low did not seek renomination in 1862, and a year later he was appointed collector for the port of San Francisco.

In 1863 Low stood for election as California governor on the Unionist Republican ticket and won. He was sworn into office on December 10, 1863. Like his immediate Republican predecessor, Governor Leland Stanford, Low worked diligently to support the Union war effort, holding recruitment drives and encouraging citizens to bolster the war program in both word and deed. Low’s tenure of office was generally free of controversy, and he helped lay the groundwork for the University of California. He also helped establish what would become the Yosemite National Park, which was formally deeded to the federal government in June 1864. Low left office on December 6, 1867.

After leaving office, Low was engaged in various business endeavors and served as U.S. minister to China from 1869 until 1874. Low died at his home in San Francisco on July 21, 1894.
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Stanford, Leland (1824–1893)

Lawyer, businessman, railroad tycoon, politician, and California governor (1862–1863). Leland Stanford was born on March 9, 1824, in Watervliet, New York, to an established family. His father was a well-to-do farmer. Educated by tutors and at the Clinton (New York) Liberal Institute, Stanford studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1848. Later that year he relocated to Port Washington, New York, where he commenced a law practice. In 1850 Stanford was elected as a district attorney on the Whig ticket and also established a newspaper. In 1852 after his home and law library were destroyed in a fire, he moved to California’s mining country. There he opened a successful merchandise concern that catered to gold miners and prospectors.

By 1855 Stanford had moved to Sacramento, where he engaged in other lucrative business ventures and became a founding investor in the Central Pacific Railroad in 1861. He also served as its first president. Having helped establish the Republican Party in California beginning in 1856, Stanford was a delegate to the national conventions in 1856 and 1860. Elected governor of California in 1861, he served during January 1862–December 1863.

As governor, Stanford sought to limit Chinese immigration into the state after several thousand Chinese immigrants had flooded the state to find work, ironically on railroads that Stanford himself controlled. He also fully supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war platform and managed to slash the state’s debts. Stanford pushed for forest preservation and helped found the San Jose Normal School, which later became San Jose State University.

After leaving office, Stanford returned to his business ventures. He was a cofounder of the Pacific Union Express Company, which merged with Wells Fargo in 1870. At the same time, Stanford and several of his business associates took control of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1868, and he served as president of the company for many years. Stanford was also a longtime director of Wells Fargo and Company. In 1874 Stanford relocated to San Francisco, where he became president of the Occidental and Oriental Steamship Company, which had a virtual monopoly on shipping to China and Japan from northern California and the Pacific Northwest.

Stanford next set his sights on national elective office and was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served from March 1885 until his death in June 1893. There he sat on several committees and sponsored legislation that would be adopted by the Populists, including a bill that would have partially forsaken the gold standard for U.S. currency. After his son’s untimely death in 1884, Stanford founded in his memory the Leland Stanford Junior University in Palo Alto, California. Now known simply as Stanford University, it is one of the preeminent private educational institutions in the United States. Stanford died on June 21, 1893, in Palo Alto, California.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Carleton, James Henry (1814–1873)

Union officer. James Henry Carleton was born at Lubec, Maine, on December 27, 1814, the son of a ship captain. In his youth Carleton yearned to be an author, actually carrying on a written correspondence about his literary aspirations with Charles Dickens. Although this ambition went largely unrealized, Carleton kept voluminous journals and military writings for the remainder of his life. In 1838 at age 24, he secured a commission as a lieutenant in the Maine Militia. On October 18, 1839, he was appointed a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army 1st Dragoons and assigned to Fort Gibson in Indian Territory, where he became involved in a number of expeditions.

Promoted to first lieutenant in 1845 and to captain in 1847, Carleton served under Brigadier General Stephen W. Kearney in the Rocky Mountain Expedition to the South Pass in 1846. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Carleton served on the staff of Major General John Wool and saw action in the Battle of Buena Vista, for which he was brevetted major for gallantry. From 1851 to 1856, Carleton served mostly in the Southwest as commander of the 1st Dragoons, stationed at Fort Tejon, California.
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Union Major James Carleton helped prevent Confederate forces from gaining control of New Mexico. Promoted to colonel and given command of the 1st Infantry, California Volunteers, he led his men from Wilmington, California, to El Paso, Texas, in one of the longest infantry marches in U.S. history. (Library of Congress)

A major in the newly formed 6th U.S. Cavalry Regiment at the start of the Civil War in 1861, Carleton was ordered to raise a relief force and proceed to New Mexico to stymie Confederate efforts in the region. On July 26, 1861, while organizing his forces, he was appointed colonel of the 1st California Infantry. Carleton then commanded the California Column on its epic march to the Rio Grande. In charge of 2,350 men, he marched his army from Wilmington, California, to El Paso, Texas, in what was one of the longest infantry marches in U.S. history. In the process Carleton retook Tucson, which had been occupied by Confederate forces. His arrival at El Paso ended the Confederate threat in New Mexico Territory, and Confederate forces under Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley retreated east to San Antonio.

In September 1862 Carleton was promoted to brigadier general and assigned command of the Department of New Mexico, keeping it under martial law. Persistent problems with Native American tribes in the region led to a relentless campaign to force them onto reservations. Carleton’s orders were to kill all Native American warriors and capture the women and children. His principal field commander was Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson of the 1st New Mexico Cavalry. With the assistance of Carson and other subordinates, the Mescalero Apaches were subdued and relocated to a reservation. Carleton then ordered his army to destroy all crops in Navajo territory and starve the Navajos into submission. Prior to the end of the Civil War in 1865, Carleton was brevetted major general in the regular and volunteer organizations. His volunteer regiments remained in action in the West against restless tribes until relieved by regulars at the end of 1866.

Carleton remained in the army after the war, reverting to lieutenant colonel in the regular army and serving with the 4th Cavalry in Texas. He wrote numerous articles on military subjects as well as a book on the Battle of Buena Vista, published in 1848. Still on active duty, Carleton died from pneumonia in San Antonio on January 17, 1873.
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Connor, Patrick Edward (1820–1891)

Union officer. Patrick Edward Connor was born in County Kerry, Ireland, on March 17, 1820. He immigrated to the United States in 1828 and then in 1839 enlisted in the U.S. Army. Connor saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), and in 1845 he became a naturalized U.S. citizen.

Connor was discharged from the army when his enlistment period expired. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a lieutenant and later as captain of a company of Texas volunteers, seeing action in northern Mexico. Connor then traveled west and worked in the mining industry. He eventually made his way to California, where he came to command a California militia unit known as the Stockton Blues. When the Civil War began in 1861, Connor recruited men to enlarge the unit, which ultimately became the 3rd California Volunteer Infantry Regiment. He was subsequently ordered to the Utah Territory, where he was to protect overland trails and control the Mormons, who appeared to be on the edge of rebellion.

Connor was dissatisfied with his assignment and sought action on the battlefields of the East. He personally entreated his friend Major General Henry W. Halleck to authorize the transfer of his regiment to the East. Halleck demurred and suggested that Connor scout out the area around present-day Salt Lake City. Over Mormon objections, Connor established Fort Douglas, where U.S. troops were eventually stationed, and the post was used as a headquarters for the Pacific area of operations.

Meanwhile, Connor dealt with problems arising from tensions between white miners and settlers and the Shoshones near the Idaho-Utah border. On January 29, 1863, after marching his men more than 140 miles through bitter weather and a frozen countryside, Connor’s force attacked a Shoshone camp near the Bear River. The engagement resulted in the deaths of between 200 and 400 Native Americans, many of them women and children. Connor also confiscated large caches of weapons and captured a large store of Shoshone wheat. In March 1863 he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and was eventually given command of the District of Utah. Connor made Fort Douglas his headquarters.

Shortly after the Civil War ended in April 1865, Connor was brevetted major general of volunteers. In July 1865 Major General Grenville M. Dodge sent Connor and a force to the Powder River, where Connor was to conduct punitive raids against the Arapahos, Cheyennes, and Sioux, who had been raiding the Bozeman Trail. The operation lasted until early September and saw little sustained military action except for the Battle of the Tongue River (August 29), a victory for Connor’s forces. The expedition temporarily brought a halt to the Bozeman Trail raids but did not break Native American resistance, especially among the Sioux.

In 1866 Connor mustered out of the volunteer army. Thereafter he settled in Salt Lake City, established a newspaper there, and became involved in a mining venture. Connor also helped recruit men—many of them Confederate Civil War veterans—for the state militia and was often involved in their training. He founded the town of Stockton, Utah, naming it in honor of his old California Militia unit. Connor died in Salt Lake City on December 17, 1891.
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Frémont, John Charles (1813–1890)

Union officer, politician, and explorer. John Charles Frémont was born John Charles Fremon in Savannah, Georgia, on January 21, 1813, the illegitimate son of a Virginia socialite and an impecunious French refugee. In 1837 Frémont entered the U.S. Army’s corps of topographical engineers as a protégé of Secretary of War Joel Poinsett. The following year, Frémont became an enthusiastic supporter of Missouri senator Thomas Hart Benton and Benton’s vision for the westward expansion of the United States. Benton was not only one of the most powerful men in the Senate but was also a close friend and political ally of Andrew Jackson, who, although no longer president, still loomed large on the political landscape of the era. It was therefore particularly reckless of Frémont to provoke Benton’s fury by eloping with the senator’s daughter, Jessie. Once the deed was done, however, Frémont and his new bride succeeded in assuaging the unhappy father and winning him back as a patron for Frémont’s army career.
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John C. Frémont was commissioned a major general and given command of the strategically important Western Department at the onset of the Civil War. (Chaiba Media)

As a member of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, Frémont participated in and later led exploratory expeditions into the western territories of the United States and sometimes Canada and Mexico. In the late 1830s these explorations led him into what later became Iowa, and in the early 1840s he led more dramatic explorations along the Oregon Trail and into the Sierra Nevada. Guided by renowned mountain man Christopher Houston “Kit” Carson, Frémont made a number of geographic discoveries in the West and won the nickname “the Pathfinder.” His explorations, which included considerable hardship and danger, and the publicity surrounding them helped encourage American migration into western areas, much to Benton’s satisfaction.

When the Mexican-American War began in 1846, Frémont was leading another exploratory expedition in the western mountains. That May after a band of Modocs attacked his party, Frémont attacked a Klamath fishing settlement in Oregon, resulting in a virtual massacre of the Native Americans there. Frémont himself was nearly killed in the engagement. Some weeks later without authorization, he led his band into California just prior to the official outbreak of hostilities and, with the aid of recent American settlers in the region, established the independent Bear Flag Republic. By that time, however, Frémont had become embroiled in a dispute with his U.S. Army superior in California, Colonel Stephen W. Kearny. Court-martialed and convicted of insubordination, Frémont was pardoned by President James K. Polk but resigned his commission.

As a civilian, in 1848 Frémont led another western expedition but, without Carson and other key guides, lost his way in the snows of the mountains. Several members of the party died, and Frémont and the others narrowly escaped. Landing on his feet again, Frémont became a U.S. senator from California, serving from 1850 to 1851. Meanwhile, gold discovered on his land in California made him a rich man.

In 1856 Frémont became the first presidential candidate of the newly organized Republican Party. He made a respectable showing in the general election, although he failed to carry his own state of California and lost the electoral vote to Democratic candidate James Buchanan. Taking advantage of Frémont’s popularity, President Abraham Lincoln appointed him a major general in the regular army, one of only four at the start of the Civil War; the appointment dated to May 14, 1861.

Urged by Frémont’s supporters and friends, Lincoln gave Frémont command of the strategically important Western Department; the president would soon regret his decision. Frémont immediately traveled to the department’s headquarters in St. Louis, where he reportedly spent several hundred thousand dollars to augment the city’s defenses but allowed his field commanders, armed with poor equipment, to engage the Confederates. Humiliating Union defeats at Springfield and Lexington, Missouri, caused Lincoln much angst. Nothing, however, could have prepared the president for Frémont’s unilateral August 30, 1861, emancipation proclamation, in which the general essentially declared all slaves in the state owned by secessionists freed. In the meantime, Frémont had imposed martial law in Missouri.

Lincoln was aghast with Frémont’s provocative and unauthorized move and immediately rescinded the order. By mid-September, Lincoln had also relieved Frémont of his command. On his part, Frémont believed his proclamation to be a clever war measure; Lincoln, however, saw it as unnecessarily alienating the border states and turning the conflict into an antislavery crusade, which he was not yet willing to do.

Following a brief hiatus with no command, Frémont became commander of the new Mountain Department in March 1862. He performed poorly, and his forces were outmaneuvered by those of Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). In June 1862 Frémont was assigned to command a corps in the newly organized Army of Virginia, but he refused to serve under its bellicose commander, Major General John Pope, and was relieved. Without a subsequent command, in 1864 Frémont resigned his commission and left military service. He is generally acknowledged to have been one of the Union’s most inept commanders.

After the war, Frémont lost most of his personal fortune. In 1878 President Rutherford Hayes appointed Frémont governor of the Arizona Territory, where he served during 1878–1881. Frémont died in New York City on July 13, 1890, having only months before been placed on the army’s retired list as a major general.
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Halleck, Henry Wager (1815–1872)

Union officer. Born in Westernville, New York, on January 15, 1815, Henry Wager Halleck graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839 and was assigned to the Corps of Engineers. A report he wrote on the seacoast defenses of the United States won him the favorable attention of army commander Major General Winfield Scott, who assigned Halleck to travel to Europe in 1844 to study foreign military practices. Then Halleck gave a series of lectures at the Lowell Institute, later published as Elements of Military Art and Science. This helped win him a reputation as a military intellectual. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1845.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) Halleck was sent to California, where he saw limited combat but nonetheless earned a brevet for his conduct. After the war he continued in California. As military secretary for the territory, he attended the state constitutional convention and played an active role in drafting that document. While retaining his military commission, he became an active partner in a California law firm, resigning from the army only in 1854 when the firm’s success was well established. In the years that followed, Halleck expanded his efforts into the real estate and mining businesses and grew wealthy.

When the Civil War began, Halleck returned to the East and offered his services to the U.S. government. At Scott’s recommendation, President Abraham Lincoln nominated and Congress confirmed Halleck as a regular major general, one of the highest-ranking officers in the army. Halleck’s first assignment was to command the Department of Missouri, where he used his considerable administrative skills to clean up the mess left by his predecessor, Major General John C. Frémont. Halleck was not, however, disposed to advance against the Confederates as Lincoln wanted or to cooperate with his neighboring department commander to the East, Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell.

In February 1862, Halleck finally gave reluctant permission to his subordinates Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote to advance against Confederate Fort Henry guarding the Tennessee River. Grant proceeded aggressively and captured not only Fort Henry but also nearby Fort Donelson that controlled the Cumberland River, opening the way for Union advance into the interior of the Confederacy and winning one of the most significant victories of the war.

Halleck demanded and received from Lincoln, as a reward for the victories that Grant and Foote had won, command over all the Union’s western armies, including that of Buell, his rival. Halleck had planned on advancing via the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, the obvious routes into the Confederate heartland, but he had wanted to wait until every possible preparation was in place. Now, although he had used Grant’s victories for his personal advancement, Halleck was both jealous of Grant’s success and unnerved by Grant’s aggressiveness. Halleck needlessly reprimanded Grant for failing to communicate frequently enough with headquarters and also reported to the army’s new commanding general in Washington, George B. McClellan, that Grant was frequently intoxicated, a report that Halleck knew to be false. Halleck had proceeded to remove Grant from command before Grant’s congressman, Elihu B. Washburne, prompted Lincoln to support the victor of Forts Henry and Donelson and force Halleck to restore him. When newspapers criticized Grant after the narrow victory at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Halleck seized the opportunity to sideline his subordinate again.
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Henry W. Halleck began the Civil War as a major general in command of the Department of the Missouri. In 1862 he was appointed general-in-chief of the Union armies, but proved inadequate to the task. When Ulysses S. Grant assumed that position in 1864, he retained Halleck as his chief-of-staff, a position in which he performed effective service. (Library of Congress)

Taking the field for the only time in his career, Halleck pulled together all three field armies within his department, placed Grant in a meaningless second-in-command slot, and with his massed forces advanced with glacial slowness against the Confederate rail hub at Corinth, Mississippi, covering 20 miles in a month. In the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862), Halleck took the town but let the Confederate army guarding it escape.

Despite such a lackluster result, Lincoln, who was desperately seeking a general to mastermind and coordinate the movement of all the Union armies, selected Halleck for that task. Halleck went to Washington in the summer of 1862, but his efforts to direct the movements of such inadequate commanders as Major Generals John Pope and George B. McClellan during the campaign in Virginia that summer proved to be a dismal failure. By its close, Halleck, who had never been comfortable actually directing operations in the field, all but refused to give further orders to his subordinate generals. Thereafter he made it an article of military faith that the general on the spot should always be left to make the decisions with nothing more than advice—albeit sometimes persistent, almost nagging advice—from Halleck in Washington. A frustrated Lincoln complained that Halleck amounted to little more than “a first-rate clerk.”

In his capacity as a virtual clerk, however, Halleck performed useful service not only as an adviser to the field commanders but also as a mediator between them and the Lincoln administration. When political Major General John A. McClernand wangled vague authorization from Lincoln to lead an independent expedition within Grant’s department, Halleck quietly saw to it that the order was worded in such a way as to allow Grant to assume command and keep McClernand in his deservedly subordinate role.

When Grant was appointed to supersede Halleck as general in chief, he retained Halleck in the de facto role he had already been filling, that of chief of staff. In that capacity Halleck continued to advise generals in the field, including Grant, to transmit Grant’s wishes into orders to the various armies and to convey the impressions of the president and the secretary of war to Grant and other field commanders. In the final analysis, despite his early shortcomings Halleck made an important contribution to Union victory.

After General Robert E. Lee’s April 1865 surrender, Halleck commanded the Military District of the James. That August he took command of the Division of the Pacific, and in 1869 he took control of the Division of the South. Halleck died in Louisville, Kentucky, on January 9, 1872.
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Colorado Territory

INTRODUCTION

Present-day Colorado was organized on February 28, 1861, as the Colorado Territory, which encompassed 104,091 square miles, as it still does today. Colorado is bordered by Wyoming and Nebraska to the north, New Mexico and Oklahoma to the south, Kansas to the east, and Utah to the west. The Colorado Territory was sparsely populated, with only 34,200 people living there according to the 1860 census. There was also a sizable population of Native Americans. The territory was overwhelmingly rural and had only a few small towns; besides mining, the state contributed virtually nothing to the war effort in terms of industry. There was some limited agriculture in the less mountainous regions in the eastern part of the territory.

The Colorado Territory was home to both Union and Confederate sympathizers, and its newly discovered mineral riches and proximity to routes linking eastern and western states made it a major prize for both factions. Early on, however, Governor William Gilpin declared the territory’s loyalty to the Union. In response to a call for volunteers, some 4,900 Coloradans served in six volunteer regiments, at various times configured into three infantry and three cavalry. There was also a light artillery battery from Colorado. The 1st Regiment of Colorado Volunteer Infantry was formed in August 1861, and the 2nd Colorado Infantry was formed in 1862 from four existing independent volunteer companies. In November 1862, the 1st Colorado Cavalry was formed from the 1st Infantry Regiment and elements of the 2nd Infantry Regiment. This action was taken to increase the troops’ effectiveness in fighting highly mobile Indian tribes. The 3rd Colorado Infantry, formed in the autumn of 1862, when combined with the remainder of the 2nd Infantry became the 2nd Colorado Cavalry in November 1863. Finally, the 3rd Colorado Cavalry was raised in the summer of 1864. Perhaps as many as 4,500 men also volunteered for Confederate service, but they were never organized into homogenous units.

The Union units participated in several military actions against Confederate forces; most notably, units of the 1st and 2nd Colorado Infantry fought in the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862) in New Mexico. This engagement forced the retreat of Confederate forces into Texas and ended their campaign to occupy New Mexico. Also significant were the actions of the 2nd Colorado Cavalry. In January 1864 that unit was ordered to the Missouri-Kansas border to defend against guerrilla attacks into Kansas by Confederate bushwhackers based in Missouri. The 2nd Cavalry also fought in numerous battles that repulsed Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864).

Because most federal troops had been withdrawn from duty on the frontier to serve in the East, a significant portion of the volunteer operations consisted of actions against Indian tribes. In this regard, the most serious engagements occurred in 1864, when the 1st and 3rd Colorado Cavalry Regiments operated against the Cheyennes and Arapahos. The turmoil began in April 1864 and peaked with the Sand Creek Massacre (November 29, 1864) in which volunteers under Colonel John M. Chivington killed some 200 peaceful Native Americans, most of them women and children. Indian retaliatory attacks began in January 1865 and lasted through the end of the war and the subsequent disestablishment of the volunteer regiments. According to Colorado historical records, 8 officers, 20 sergeants, 20 corporals, and 230 privates lost their lives while in service as Colorado volunteers.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Denver, Colorado

Capital of the Colorado Territory from 1865 to 1876 and capital of the state of Colorado since 1876. Denver, dubbed the “Mile-High City” because of its high elevation, is located in north-central Colorado in the South Platte River Valley on the western side of the High Plains and just to the east of the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains. Denver had an 1860 population of 4,749.

Denver was established in late November 1858 at the beginning of the Pikes Peak Gold Rush. Still part of the Kansas Territory at the time, the small town of Denver got its start as a supply and mining center. In December 1859 three mining settlements—Denver City (named after Kansas territorial governor James W. Denver), Auraria, and Jefferson—were consolidated into one municipality known as Denver. By 1860 more gold had been discovered in the mountains west of Denver, which ensured the fledgling city’s survival.

Denver at the time of the Civil War was still a rough-hewn frontier town, with few families or women. It catered chiefly to gold miners, who used the town as a supply base and a place to frequent saloons and to gamble. Soon overland wagon routes began serving Denver, which connected it directly with other parts of the United States. By 1863, Western Union began using Denver as its western terminus. Denver was formally incorporated in November 1861 after Colorado was organized as a territory earlier that same year. In 1865, the city began serving as the territorial capital. After the discovery of major silver deposits in the region, Denver’s population exploded in the last third of the 19th century, reaching 133,859 by 1900.
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Golden, Colorado

City that served as the capital of the Colorado Territory during 1863–1865. Golden is located not far from Denver in the north-central portion of Colorado along Clear Creek. The city is situated amid the foothills of the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains; to its east lie the High Plains. Like Denver, Golden, with an estimated 1860 population of about 1,500, was born amid the gold rush in the Rocky Mountains that began in the late 1850s. Golden City, as it was then known, sat at the nexus of several important overland routes and was used by miners and ranchers as a supply and entertainment center. The city was first settled in 1859 and served as the territorial capital from 1863 to 1865.

In late 1860 Golden City was selected to be the seat of Jefferson County, which instantly solidified the fledgling town’s importance. During the Civil War the city boasted some industry, which was oriented mainly to local needs, particularly the mining industry. None of the industrial concerns directly contributed to the war effort. Residents of the city backed the Union cause, although there was a small number of men who chose to serve in the Confederate Army. Golden City’s population actually declined during the war as men volunteered for service in the Union Army or as territorial troops. At the time, there were few women or families in the city. Mining, meanwhile, kept large numbers of men out of the city for extended periods of time. Golden City, which eventually shortened its name to Golden, remained a small town into the 21st century.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Collins

One of two U.S. Army posts built in north-central Colorado along the Cache la Poudre River. Fort Collins was established in 1864. Its predecessor, which was in operation from 1862 to 1864, was known as Camp Collins and was situated upriver from the later outpost.

In July 1862, Colonel William O. Collins, for whom the fort was named, was the commandant at Fort Laramie in modern-day Wyoming. As head of the Army’s regional headquarters, Collins sought to erect a defensive outpost in northern Colorado that would protect the Overland Trail and also protect travelers and settlers from hostile Native Americans. He was particularly concerned with the Pawnees and Sioux, the latter of which had been threatening overland routes to the north. By late summer, Camp Collins had been constructed and garrisoned by Company B of the 9th Kansas Cavalry near the small settlement of Laporte along the Cache la Poudre River.

Camp Collins was a typical western-style frontier fort, featuring log-hewn buildings. The outpost was not surrounded by a stockade fence, however. Camp Collins saw no hostile activities, but in July 1863 a contingent of soldiers based there took part in a punitive expedition against hostile Ute Indians in the mountains to the west.

In June 1864 following an unusually snowy winter, the Cache la Poudre River flooded and destroyed nearly all of Camp Collins. Some of the troops stationed there barely escaped with their lives. In August, Colonel Collins ordered Camp Collins reestablished at a new site some four miles downriver. The new site was on high ground, which afforded better views of the surrounding countryside and mitigated flooding. It also had the advantage of being right on the Overland Trail. Construction began in late August and was largely completed by late October.

The new facility was renamed Fort Collins and featured log buildings surrounding a 300-square-foot parade ground. Like its predecessor, however, it did not have a stockade-style outer fence. Situated about 200 feet from the river, Fort Collins had barracks, officers’ quarters, a kitchen and mess hall, a headquarters office, guard shacks, stables, and various storage buildings. Fort Collins saw no hostile activity, but it did serve as the genesis of the city of Fort Collins, which developed around it. After the threat of Indian attacks had subsided, the army abandoned the post in September 1866. It was decommissioned in 1867, and much of its land was redeveloped for commercial purposes. None of the fort remains today.
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Fort Wise/Lyon

U.S. Army outpost located in southeastern Colorado along the Arkansas River and designed initially to protect the Santa Fe Trail and white settlers in the area. The redoubt, built in late 1860, was initially named Fort Wise, for Virginia governor Henry Wise. It was renamed in August 1862 in honor of Union brigadier general Nathaniel Lyon, who had been killed in action. In 1861 the Treaty of Fort Wise, which temporarily ensured peace among white settlers and the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian tribes, was finalized at the outpost. Fort Wise was built almost exclusively of stone, as timber was scarce in southeastern Colorado.

In November 1864, Colonel John Chivington used Fort Lyon as his base of operations against the Cheyennes and Arapahos at Sand Creek. The Indians there, however, were mostly peaceful, and what resulted was a virtual massacre on November 29, 1864, when troops under Chivington killed as many as 200 Native Americans, many of them women, children, and the elderly. The affair caused outrage among many Americans.

Severe flooding of the Arkansas River in 1866 necessitated the relocation of Fort Lyon some 20 miles upstream. That redoubt was completed and occupied in 1868. Fort Lyon was used for frontier protection until the army abandoned it in 1897. Thereafter the site was used as a U.S. Navy sanatorium and then a veterans’ hospital. In 2001 the U.S. government deeded the facility to Colorado, which transformed it into a minimum-security prison.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Evans, John (1814–1897)

Physician, educator, railroad financier, politician, and governor of the Colorado Territory from 1862 to 1865. John Evans was born in Waynesville, Ohio, on March 9, 1814. In 1838 Evans graduated with a medical degree from Clermont Academy and subsequently moved to Attica, Indiana, where he began to practice medicine. He also founded the Indiana Central State Hospital in Indianapolis. Evans began investing in the burgeoning railroad industry and became quite wealthy as a result. In the meantime he moved to Chicago, where his money and contacts made him a formidable political force. Evans taught at Chicago’s prestigious Rush Medical College, founded the Illinois Medical Society, and studied the 1848–1849 cholera epidemic in Chicago, which prompted the U.S. Congress to mandate quarantine laws during future epidemics. In 1851 Evans cofounded Northwestern University; the suburb in which it is located, Evanston, was named in his honor.

During the 1850s, Evans was elected to the Chicago City Council and helped to establish the Illinois Republican Party. In this capacity, he became a close associate and political ally of Abraham Lincoln. Evans continued to teach and remained an influential player in Illinois Republican politics. After Lincoln became president in 1861, he offered Evans the governorship of the Washington Territory, but Evans turned it down, not wanting to relocate to a far and sparsely populated region. The following year, Evans accepted Lincoln’s offer to become governor of the Colorado Territory.

Evans immediately set about establishing rail and telegraph lines throughout the territory that would eventually become part of a transcontinental railway. He is credited with making Denver a major western metropolis, and he founded the Denver Seminary, which is now Denver University. Although economic development and eventual statehood preoccupied much of Evans’s time as governor, he was also forced to deal with hostile Native Americans, especially the Arapahos and Cheyennes. Indeed, by 1864, Native Americans had all but closed down Colorado’s overland trails and were harassing newly arriving white settlers.

That same year, Evans directed Colonel John Chivington, commanding the 1st and 3rd Colorado Volunteers, a force of 800 cavalrymen, to subdue the Native Americans and reassure nervous white settlers. While Evans had empowered Chivington to undertake force if necessary to curb Native American attacks, he had also empowered Major Edward Wynkoop, commander of Fort Lyon, to engage the Southern Cheyennes in peace talks, which produced an uneasy cease-fire by September 1864.

While Evans was away in Washington, D.C., Chivington and his men attacked a band of Cheyennes and Arapahos at Sand Creek, located in eastern Colorado, shattering the fragile peace. Evans had apparently instructed Chivington not to honor the earlier peace. The Sand Creek Massacre (November 29, 1864), as it came to be called, resulted in the killing of 88 unarmed women and children and 60 unarmed men. Upon his return Evans commended Chivington for his work, but there were already rumors circulating that the incident at Sand Creek had been an unprovoked massacre, not the result of a Native American attack. Soon the rumors spurred an official investigation in Washington. President Andrew Johnson, angered that Evans at best had made light of the massacre and at worst had tried to cover it up, requested Evans’s resignation on July 18, 1865. Evans complied, but he remained a popular figure in Colorado. Chivington was never censored for his part in the massacre.

With his political career over, Evans once again became a key player in railroad development. Thanks largely to his efforts, a Union Pacific rail line linking Denver with Cheyenne, Wyoming, was opened in June 1870 and proved to be a major economic boon for Denver. Until his death in Denver on July 2, 1897, Evans remained active in the railroad industry and was principally responsible for founding five railroad companies within Colorado.
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Gilpin, William (1813–1894)

Lawyer, explorer, U.S. Army officer, land speculator, writer, and governor of the Colorado Territory (1861–1862). William Gilpin was born in rural eastern Pennsylvania not far from Wilmington, Delaware, on October 4, 1813. He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1833 and then attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but did not graduate. Nevertheless, he took a second lieutenant’s commission in the U.S. Army, serving in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and then in Missouri as a recruiter.

While in Missouri, Gilpin became captivated with the West and western exploration and settlement. After leaving the army in 1838, he worked as a newspaper editor in St. Louis, studied law, and opened a law practice. Several years later he moved to Independence, Missouri, where he assisted settlers along the Oregon Trail.

In 1843 while traversing the Santa Fe Trail, Gilpin met explorer John C. Frémont and took part in his effort to scout a route through the Continental Divide. Two years later Gilpin helped trumpet the beauty and settlement potential of the Pacific Northwest. Taking a volunteer major’s commission, he fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and also helped protect the Santa Fe Trail from hostile Native Americans. In 1848 he went back to Missouri and resumed his law practice. In 1859 Gilpin rightly predicted a Colorado gold rush and published The Central Gold Region, a futuristic and rather prescient description of western settlement.

Having joined the Republican Party around 1860, Gilpin received a presidential appointment to serve as the governor of the Colorado Territory in March 1861. When the Civil War began a few weeks later, he lobbied Washington for money and resources to raise a credible military force to protect the territory but was rebuffed. Acting on his own accord and without permission or funds, he began to recruit what would become the 1st Colorado Volunteer Infantry Regiment. To pay for training, equipment, and salaries, Gilpin boldly issued $375,000 in drafts (essentially IOUs) on the U.S. Treasury, with the belief that Washington would eventually honor the debts. Gilpin’s brash move outraged Coloradans, including those in his own party, and a movement began to remove him from office.

After failing to receive support from even his own cabinet, President Abraham Lincoln revoked Gilpin’s gubernatorial appointment in March 1862, and Gilpin left office in early April. Rather ironically, the regiment that Gilpin raised ended up playing a major role in stymieing Confederate plans to capture the Southwest—including Colorado—during Henry Hastings Sibley’s November 1861–May 1862 New Mexico Campaign. After leaving office, Gilpin engaged in major land speculation in southern Colorado and continued to advocate western settlement. He died in Denver, Colorado, on January 20, 1894.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Chivington, John Milton (1821–1894)

Union officer. John Milton Chivington was born on February 21, 1821, in Lebanon, Ohio, where he worked on the family farm and in the lumber business. He received little formal education. Chivington converted to Methodism in October 1842 and decided to study for the ministry. In 1844 he was ordained a Methodist minister. Chivington served Methodist congregations in Illinois and then Missouri, where his vocal opposition to slavery nearly provoked a violent encounter with some members of his church in 1856. As a result, Chivington was reassigned to Nebraska and in 1860 became presiding elder of the Rocky Mountain Conference in the Colorado Territory.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Chivington helped organize the 1st Regiment of Colorado Volunteers for the Union. Declining an offer to serve as the unit’s chaplain, he resigned from the ministry and took a commission as major in the regiment. In March 1862 he led the unit on a grueling 13-day 400-mile march to New Mexico to join Union forces opposing Confederate brigadier general Henry Sibley’s invasion of that territory. Chivington fought in the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862), participating in the decisive march around the Confederate lines that destroyed Sibley’s wagon train and forced the Confederates to retreat to Texas.

Returning to Colorado, Chivington was promoted to colonel and appointed military commander of the Colorado Territory. In 1863 he was unable to protect Colorado from a series of Cheyenne attacks that threw the territory into turmoil until cold weather ended the raiding. When a small group of Cheyennes renewed their harassment in the spring of 1864, Chivington and Governor John Evans formed a new volunteer regiment, the 3rd Colorado Cavalry, and Chivington led the unit in search of the attacking parties. Chivington’s efforts accomplished little, and by the late summer of 1864 he was publicly urging the slaughter of the Cheyennes as the only means to end the raids.

Failing to find the hostile Cheyennes, early on the morning of November 29, 1864, Chivington and his troops instead attacked a peaceful party of 600 Cheyennes and Arapahos camped at Sand Creek. Only 35 warriors were in the camp, and two-thirds of the Native Americans were women and children. Chivington’s force easily overwhelmed the defenseless camp, killing at least 130 Indians, although some estimates put the death toll at more than 200. Fewer than a dozen of Chivington’s men were killed, most of them by friendly fire. When the slaughter ended, the soldiers scalped and mutilated the Indians’ corpses, displaying body parts as trophies.

Public outrage at the Sand Creek Massacre caused Congress to launch an investigation. Chivington insisted that he thought the Indians were hostile, but many of his officers testified that he knew otherwise. Chivington avoided a court-martial by resigning his commission in 1865. He then moved to Nebraska and later to California before returning to Ohio, where the stain of the Sand Creek Massacre thwarted his candidacy for the state legislature in 1883. Chivington went to Denver after his political defeat and died there on October 4, 1894.
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NOTABLE CONFLICTS

Sand Creek Massacre (November 29, 1864)

Slaughter of peaceful Native Americans by Colorado militiamen. In the spring of 1864, some Cheyenne groups, particularly the Dog Soldiers, responded to settler encroachments on their lands in the Colorado Territory with sporadic raids. Territorial governor John Evans, hoping to use the raids as a pretext to seize mineral-rich Cheyenne and Arapaho lands, authorized Colonel John M. Chivington to attack the tribes.

Black Kettle, a Southern Cheyenne leader who favored peace, traveled to Denver for talks with Evans and Chivington in September 1864. Chivington ordered Black Kettle to take his band of 500 people to Fort Lyon, where they would be protected. When the Cheyennes arrived, the fort’s commander, Major Scott Anthony, instructed them to camp 40 miles away at Sand Creek. Several hundred Arapahos accompanied the Cheyennes, but all except about 100 left Sand Creek in early November to hunt.

Chafing to strike a blow against the Native Americans, Chivington briefly considered an expedition against the Sioux. He rejected the idea as too risky, deciding instead to attack the Cheyennes and Arapahos at Sand Creek.

Chivington secretly moved 700 short-term volunteers under his command, plus four howitzers of his 3rd Colorado Cavalry, to Fort Lyon in late November. When he announced his intention to attack the Cheyenne camp, some of his subordinate officers argued that the Native Americans were peaceful. Chivington silenced them with the threat of a court-martial.

The troops marched throughout the night of November 28–29 and reached Sand Creek just before dawn. Some Cheyenne women spotted them, but the soldiers assured them that no harm was intended. Shortly afterward, the attack began. The Native Americans were taken by surprise, with many still asleep in their lodges. Black Kettle displayed both an American flag and a white truce flag while trying to calm his people. The troops shot down the Cheyennes clustered around the flags and charged on horseback through the camp, firing at the fleeing people. Several women were killed while attempting to surrender.

Most of Chivington’s men spent the next several hours scouring the area and killing any Native Americans they found. Others engaged in a skirmish with some Cheyenne and Arapaho warriors who had taken up a defensive position outside the camp. These warriors held off the troops until nightfall and then escaped. Nine U.S. soldiers were killed and 38 wounded in the fighting. About 200 Native Americans were slaughtered, two-thirds of them women and children. Soldiers mutilated many of the corpses, even taking body parts as trophies. Some of the scalps were later displayed in a Denver theater.

The Sand Creek Massacre provoked retaliation from the Cheyennes, Arapahos, and some Sioux groups, sparking a conflict that lasted until 1869. Reports of the troops’ brutality also horrified residents of the eastern states, who denounced the massacre. The congressional Committee on the Conduct of the War launched an investigation into the massacre, as did a joint committee of the U.S. House and Senate and a military commission. Although Chivington’s behavior was heavily criticized, he had left the army and thus could not be punished.

JIM PIECUCH

Further Reading

Brown, Dee. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1970.

Hoig, Stan. The Sand Creek Massacre. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963.

Utley, Robert M. The Indian Frontier of the American West, 1846–1890. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984.


5

Connecticut

INTRODUCTION

Connecticut, a southern New England state, was a Republican Party stronghold before and during the Civil War. Connecticut is bordered by New York State to the west, Massachusetts to the north, Rhode Island to the east, and Long Island Sound to the south. Connecticut’s population in the 1860 census was 460,147. By the time of the Civil War, Connecticut was a prosperous state by any measure. It had an extensive industrial base, an excellent railroad network, and several fine port facilities along its coast and was strategically located between Boston and New York City, the two most significant cities in the Northeast. Abolitionism was quite strong in Connecticut, and after 1848 when the state outlawed slavery in its borders, many African Americans sought residence and employment there, particularly in places such as Bridgeport. Several Connecticut cities had served as way stations on the Underground Railroad.

By 1860 Republicans dominated state politics, which were led by William A. Buckingham, who served as governor during 1858–1866. A strong supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration, Buckingham moved quickly to help mobilize men for the war effort and to encourage the state’s many factories to cooperate with federal authorities.

Two major gun manufacturers were located in the state: Colt’s Manufacturing Company and the New Haven Arms Company. During the Civil War, Colt alone employed 1,500 people. The company produced 150,000 muskets and pistols a year in 1861 and more than 200,000 in 1864. The Chase Brass and Copper Company of Waterbury, known as the “Brass City,” produced most of the brass buttons, belt buckles, and other fittings on Union uniforms. Connecticut’s storied textile mills provided uniforms, flags, and tents, while Pratt & Whitney made machine tools and other machinery for war production. The busy Mystic Shipyards meanwhile built numerous ships for the U.S. Navy. One of Connecticut’s greatest contributions to the war effort was Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, who served during 1861–1869. He became a close adviser and confidant to President Lincoln.

Democrat Thomas H. Seymour challenged Governor Buckingham in the 1863 gubernatorial election, charging that the federal government had bungled the war effort, quashed constitutional rights, and mismanaged public funds. Seymour’s accusation fell largely on deaf ears, and Buckingham was reelected in a landslide. The Republicans also swept the 1864 elections, leaving them in control of the state house and the U.S. congressional delegation.

In addition to the large quantities of war matériel and supplies produced in Connecticut, the state also provided 54,882 volunteer soldiers to the cause, an impressive number for a small state far removed from the fighting. In all, the state provided 30 infantry regiments, 2 heavy artillery regiments, 1 cavalry regiment, and 3 battalions of light artillery. Some 250 officers hailed from Connecticut, and another 2,500 men served in the Union Navy.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Hartford, Connecticut

Capital of Connecticut and the state’s second most populous city in 1860. With 26,917 people in 1860, Hartford was second in terms of population only to New Haven among Connecticut cities. Hartford is located along the banks of the Connecticut River, which separates Hartford from East Hartford in the north-central part of the state. In the early 1600s, Dutch fur traders had established a small trading post at the site of what would become Hartford. The first English settlers arrived in the area in 1635 from the neighboring Massachusetts Bay Colony and established the first permanent settlement along the Connecticut River, which was initially called Newtown but was changed to Hartford in 1837. The city grew steadily—if slowly—and became the capital of Connecticut during the American Revolutionary War.

By the early 19th century, Hartford had become a significant banking and manufacturing center for southern New England. Among its most important industries during the time of the Civil War were textiles and agriculture. The Colt Manufacturing Company, a major arms producer, was located in nearby West Hartford. The Pratt & Whitney Machine Tool Company, founded in 1860, was also located in the Hartford area. Pratt & Whitney contributed significantly to the Union war effort. The surrounding areas located within the rich soil of the Connecticut River Valley were ideal for cash crops such as tobacco and seasonal produce.

Beginning in the early years of the 19th century, Hartford also became one of the epicenters of abolitionism, along with Boston to the northeast. Harriet Beecher Stowe, the famed abolitionist and author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, lived here. Her father, the noted Presbyterian minister and abolitionist Lyman Beecher, also worked and lived in the capital city for a time.

During the 1860 presidential election, an offshoot of the Republican Party known as the Wide-Awakes, who were radical abolitionists, organized a series of torch-lit parades in honor of Abraham Lincoln’s campaign visit to the city. The events also featured music, fireworks, and a series of passionate speeches designed to mobilize support for the Republican Party and Lincoln’s candidacy. The parades were so popular that they caught on in other cities and were a routine part of political campaigning for much of the remainder of the century.
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New Haven, Connecticut

Major seaport and industrial center located along Connecticut’s Long Island Sound coastline in the south-central part of the state. New Haven lies at the head of the spacious New Haven Harbor. With an 1860 population of 39,267, New Haven was the most populous city in the state during the Civil War. The city’s modern history began in 1638, when a group of disaffected Puritans from the Massachusetts Bay Colony sailed into the bay and established a theocracy in New Haven, which came to be the center of the New Haven Colony. In 1716, the forerunner of Yale College was established in the city. In 1784, a year after the American Revolutionary War ended, New Haven was formally incorporated as a city.

Beginning in the late 18th century, New Haven became a center of industry and technological innovation, thanks in large part to the work of Yale alumnus Eli Whitney, who perfected the cotton gin in the city and later established the Eli Whitney Armory in 1798. That enterprise, located on the Hamden–New Haven border, helped pioneer the concepts of mass production and interchangeable parts, which were essential to modern manufacturing. Whitney’s production techniques resulted in higher output, lower unit costs, better and more consistent product quality, and higher profits. The U.S. military was especially appreciative of these efforts, as firearms manufactured in this way were easy to maintain and repair. New Haven was also home to the Volcanic Repeating Arms Company, which was later renamed the New Haven Arms Company. That enterprise would go on to produce the incomparable Winchester Repeating Rifle after the Civil War. In addition to arms manufacturing, the New Haven area was also home to several iron forges, numerous textile mills, and a number of clock makers and brass hardware makers.

Like the state capital of Hartford to its north, New Haven was home to significant abolitionist activities beginning in the early years of the 19th century. In the spring of 1860, Republican presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln delivered a stirring speech on slavery in New Haven shortly before securing his party’s nomination. The event drew thousands of spectators. New Haven was physically untouched by the Civil War, but its economy prospered because of its industrial base and shipping facilities along the city’s harbor.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Trumbull

Important masonry fortification situated on a rocky promontory in New London, Connecticut, at the mouth of the Thames River along Long Island Sound. Designed to protect the entrance of the Thames and the town of New London, the site had been continuously fortified since 1777, when work on the first fort was completed. During 1781, Fort Trumbull was captured by British forces under the command of Brigadier General Benedict Arnold; this was the only time the fort saw active combat.

Realizing that the current fort was inadequate, the U.S. Army razed the original structure in 1812 and began work on a stouter fortification. When the second fort also became obsolete, it was replaced with a much larger granite and masonry fortification, the construction of which was finally completed in 1852. Designed in the Egyptian Revivalist style, Fort Trumbull is a five-sided structure but contains only four bastions. Within its high and massive outer walls were located barracks, officers’ quarters, a powder magazine, storehouses, and other facilities designed to make the fort self-sustaining. It was also outfitted with heavy seacoast-defense artillery along the sides facing the river and the seacoast. The landward side was equipped with smaller cannon.

In July 1861 Fort Trumbull became home to the 14th U.S. Infantry, an oversized regiment that contained 24 companies instead of the traditional 10. The fort became the regiment’s recruiting center and also served as a training facility for new recruits. The 14th Infantry served chiefly in Virginia and saw much action from the March–July 1862 Peninsula Campaign through the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

Postbellum, Fort Trumbull was continually updated and outfitted with the latest in artillery. It remained an active army post until 1910, when the facility was turned over to the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service (Coast Guard), which used it as its training academy from 1915 until 1932. During 1939–1946, Fort Trumbull served as the Merchant Marine Training School. Beginning in 1946, the site was used as a branch campus of the University of Connecticut, where World War II veterans attending college under the GI Bill took classes. From 1950 until 1990, Fort Trumbull housed the Naval Underwater Sound Laboratory, which experimented with sonar and other naval technologies. Abandoned in 1990, the site was developed as a state park in 2000. Much of the facility can now be toured, but except for the outer walls, most of the original Civil War era structures are no longer extant.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Buckingham, William Alfred (1804–1875)

Governor of Connecticut (1858–1866) and U.S. senator (1869–1875). William Alfred Buckingham was born on May 28, 1804, in East Hartford, Connecticut. After attending a local academy, he engaged successfully in business and manufacturing. During 1849–1850 and 1856–1857 Buckingham served as the mayor of Norwich, Connecticut. He then ran for governor as a Republican and won by a sizable margin, serving during 1858–1866. A strong supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and the Union war effort, Buckingham moved quickly to gird the state for war and to provide troops for federal service.

Buckingham heeded Lincoln’s call for troops almost immediately, but the first of the state’s troops did not arrive in Washington, D.C., until mid-May 1861, owing to supply difficulties. Be that as it may, Buckingham managed to raise 54,882 troops for Union service during the duration of the war, an impressive number considering that the state’s entire population was some 460,000 people. Buckingham was challenged by Democrat Thomas H. Seymour in the gubernatorial election of 1863. Despite the fact that Seymour had previously served as governor, Buckingham coasted to victory and managed to keep antiwar Democrats and other dissenters in check while the war was waged.

Buckingham left office in 1866, continued his business enterprises, and won a seat in the U.S. Senate in 1868. He served in that body until February 5, 1875, when he died in Norwich, Connecticut.
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Colt, Samuel (1814–1862)

Inventor and industrialist. Samuel Colt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, on July 19, 1814. Indentured to a farm in Glastonbury at age 11, Colt attended school there and became fascinated by the Compendium of Knowledge, a scientific encyclopedia. This led to his decision to become an inventor and produce a firearm that could shoot multiple times without reloading.

In 1829 Colt began working in his father’s textile mill in Ware, Massachusetts, providing him access to tolls and skilled workers. He built a galvanic cell and used it to explode a charge in Lake Ware. In 1832 Colt’s father sent him to sea with the plan that he would become a sailor. On his first voyage Colt built a model revolver, said to have been inspired by the movement of the ship’s wheel and the clutch mechanism that held it.

Returning home that same year, Colt again worked for his father, who financed the manufacture of his first two pistols. Both were failures because they had been poorly made of inferior materials. That same year, 1832, Colt applied for a patent on his revolver. He then traveled and made a modest living performing nitrous oxide (laughing gas) demonstrations. In 1835 he traveled to Britain and secured a patent for his revolver. Returning to the United States, Colt secured a patent for his “revolving gun” in 1836.

In 1836 Colt formed the Patent Arms Manufacturing Company in Paterson, New Jersey. Its first product was a small five-shot .28-caliber revolver, but its most famous early design was the 1838 Colt Holster Model Paterson Revolver No. 5. Better known as the Texas Paterson, it was .36 caliber, had five chambers, and came in 4- to 12-inch barrel lengths. This was the first revolving cylinder pistol in general use. Each chamber was separately loaded from the muzzle end and had its own nipple for the copper percussion cap. The drum chamber moved each time the hammer was cocked. The Mexican-American War (1846–1848) brought an order for 1,000 of his revolvers, establishing his business. The California Gold Rush and western expansion greatly assisted the business, and his patent gave him a virtual monopoly.

Colt revolvers were adopted by both the army and the navy and saw wide service in the Mexican-American War and the American Civil War and in fighting with Native Americans in the West.

Colt did not claim to have invented the revolver, which is attributed to Elisha Collier of Boston, but greatly improved and popularized it. Colt’s was the first truly practical revolver and repeating firearm. Colt also considerably accelerated the employment of interchangeable parts in manufactured goods. In addition, he experimented with underwater mines, and tensions with Great Britain led Congress to appropriate funds for his project at the end of 1841. The next year, Colt destroyed a small ship with a mine in a demonstration for President John Tyler. Colt also developed an underwater telegraph cable to capitalize on Samuel Morse’s invention of the telegraph. In 1855 Colt completed construction of a new plant at Hartford, at the time the largest arms manufacturing facility in the world. Colt was apparently a model employer, building factory housing for his workers and mandating a 10-hour workday and a 1-hour lunch break. He also established a club for his employees where they could relax and read newspapers.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, Colt accepted a commission as a colonel from the State of Connecticut in May 1861 in the 1st Regiment Colts Revolving Rifles of Connecticut, armed with his revolving rifle. The unit never was established, however, and Colt was discharged the next month. Colt died in Hartford on January 10, 1862. At the time of his death, his estate was estimated at $15 million.

Colt’s resolute wife Elizabeth carried on the firm after his death. Probably the most famous revolver in U.S. history was the Colt .45 Peacemaker. Designed for the U.S. Army trials of 1873 and still in production, it was widely used in the American West in fighting against Native Americans. The cavalry version had a 7.5-inch barrel and was officially known as the Single Action Army Revolver, Model 1873 Six-shot Caliber .45in Colt.
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Griffing, Josephine Sophia White (1814–1872)

Abolitionist and feminist and the first woman employed by the Freedmen’s Bureau after the Civil War. Born in Hebron, Connecticut, on December 18, 1814, Josephine Sophia White married Charles Stockman Spooner Griffing in 1835. The Griffing family moved to Litchfield, Ohio, in 1842. A friend, Abby Kelley Foster, convinced Josephine Griffing of the merits of actively supporting abolitionism in 1846, and Griffing joined the Western Anti-Slavery Society.

The Griffing home later became a station on the Underground Railroad, while Griffing became an antislavery lecturer touring Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. She wrote several antislavery and women’s rights articles for the Anti-Slavery Bugle, the official newspaper of the Western Anti-Slavery Society. During the Civil War, Griffing acted as the western representative of the Woman’s National Loyal League, an organization established by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to encourage the Abraham Lincoln administration to abolish slavery. In 1864 Griffing left her husband in Ohio and moved with her three daughters to Washington, D.C., to work for the National Freedmen’s Relief Association to help former slaves.

From June to November 1865, Griffing was employed by the Freedmen’s Bureau as the assistant to the assistant commissioner for the District of Columbia. Believing that the new agency had the potential to link freedmen’s relief with women’s political power, Griffing actively sought to promote the Freedmen’s Bureau and relieve the plight of the former slaves. After her appointment was revoked by Freedmen’s Bureau officials because of her activism, Griffing continued to help hundreds of former slaves find jobs and places to live in the North.

Although eventually rehired by the Freedmen’s Bureau as an employment agent, Griffing was critical of the Freedmen’s Bureau officials who argued for a political rather than an economic approach to Reconstruction. Unlike Griffing, most reformers argued that former slaves should be independent of government support and that the Freedmen’s Bureau should have a limited life span. In 1869, Griffing joined the National Woman Suffrage Association and became the group’s first corresponding secretary. She died in Washington, D.C., on February 18, 1872.
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Stowe, Harriet Beecher (1811–1896)

Abolitionist and author of the best-selling antislavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Harriet Beecher was born on June 14, 1811, in Litchfield, Connecticut, the daughter of well-known Congregational minister Lyman Beecher. Her younger brother, Henry Ward Beecher, became one of the most popular preachers of his day.

Harriet Beecher was educated at Miss Pierce’s school in Litchfield and then at the Hartford Female Seminary. There, at age 16, she began teaching. She was greatly influenced by her father, a leader in the evangelical movement who inspired in his family a strong sense of public duty. In 1832 the family moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, where Lyman Beecher became president of the Lane Theological Seminary and pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church. Harriet Beecher now began to teach at the Western Female Institute and in 1836 married Calvin Stowe. She also wrote a geography book for children and a number of sketches that were published in the Western Monthly Magazine.
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Harriet Beecher Stowe was the author of the best-selling book Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which depicted the plight of slaves in the South and had much to do with rousing abolitionist sentiment in the North and in Europe. (Library of Congress)

During these years, Harriet Beecher Stowe began storing up impressions that she would later use in her antislavery masterpiece. Living in a border city, she was very much aware of and disturbed by the existence of slavery in nearby Kentucky, and in 1849 she visited a Kentucky plantation.

In 1850 Stowe and her husband returned to New England, where he joined the faculty of Bowdoin College. Caught up in the heated discussion of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, Stowe declared the law an abomination and vowed to do something about it. She then began work on a long tale about slavery, titled Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or Life among the Lowly. The novel was published in book form in 1852. Although no one expected the book to be popular, more than 300,000 copies of it were sold within the first year. The book also sold well abroad.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin was the first book by an American author to have as its hero an African American. In the novel, Stowe attacks the institution of slavery rather than white Southerners, who for the most part are presented as well-meaning.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin appealed strongly to readers. And because the book presented the horrors of slavery in vivid human terms, it had a very powerful impact. President Abraham Lincoln only slightly exaggerated when upon meeting Stowe in 1863 he said, “So you’re the little woman who wrote the book that made this big war.” While fueling antislavery sentiment in the North, the book infuriated Southerners, who charged that Stowe knew nothing about plantation life and grossly misrepresented it. In response to her critics, Stowe published A Key to Uncle Tom (1853), a nonfiction work containing documentary evidence that supported her indictment of slavery.

Stowe’s second antislavery novel was inspired by the growing conflict over the spread of slavery into Kansas and Nebraska. The hero of Dred: A Tale of the Dismal Swamp (1856) is an escaped slave and outlaw living in the North Carolina swamps who preaches to a band of fugitives and has a vision of a holy war. The novel reflected Stowe’s new militancy, shared by her brother Henry, who was at this time sending rifles to aid the antislavery settlers in Kansas.

After Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Dred, Stowe continued to write novels, producing on average almost a book a year for the next 30 years. In the settings, characters, and themes of her later novels, however, she returned to the New England of her childhood. After her husband’s retirement from teaching in 1864, the Stowes moved to Hartford, Connecticut. In 1889 Stowe compiled her autobiography, The Life and Letters of Harriet Beecher Stowe. She died on July 1, 1896, in Hartford.
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Welles, Gideon (1802–1878)

U.S. secretary of the navy (1861–1869). Born on July 1, 1802, in Glastonbury, Connecticut, Gideon Welles came from a prosperous family, his father being a shipbuilder and West Indies merchant with a tradition of public service. Welles received an excellent education, first at the Episcopal Academy at Cheshire (one of his classmates was future admiral Andrew H. Foote) and then at the American Literary, Scientific, and Military Academy at Norwich, Vermont (which in 1834 became Norwich University). Welles then got caught up in journalism and politics.

[image: image]

Gideon Welles was a prominent Democrat in Connecticut before joining the Republican Party in 1855. Appointed secretary of the navy by Abraham Lincoln in 1861, Welles played an important role in the Union victory, securing the ships and men that made possible the effective blockade of the South. Welles continued as secretary until 1869. (Library of Congress)

Welles associated himself with John M. Niles in publishing the Hartford Times and Weekly Advertizer, the only Jeffersonian newspaper in Connecticut. Welles took a leading role in organizing the Democratic Party in Connecticut and was an ardent supporter of Andrew Jackson for the presidency in the election of 1828. When Jackson won, Welles advised him on political patronage regarding Connecticut. In 1835 Welles became comptroller of Connecticut, a post he again held in the 1840s. In 1836 he was postmaster of Hartford, and the next year he was elected to the state legislature. He backed Martin Van Buren for the presidency in 1844, but when James K. Polk won the nomination, Welles shifted his support to him. Polk won the election, and at the end of 1845 he offered Welles the post of chief of the naval Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. There was some opposition among naval officers to a civilian in this position, but Polk persisted, and Welles quieted concerns by doing an admirable job. He held the position during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) from April 1846 until President Zachary Taylor, a Whig, removed him in 1849.

Welles returned to Connecticut in the autumn of 1849 and wrote for a number of Democratic journals. He opposed the Fugitive Slave Act and broke with the Democratic Party over the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Welles opposed fellow Democrat Franklin Pierce’s ambiguous stance on slavery, and when the new Republican Party formed in 1855, Welles became the first Republican candidate for governor of Connecticut. Although he failed to win the 1856 election, in May 1860 he was a member of the Connecticut delegation to the Republican National Convention and contributed significantly to the nomination of Abraham Lincoln for the presidency.

Welles was one of Lincoln’s top choices for his cabinet and was appointed secretary of the navy on March 5, 1861. This proved to be a very astute choice, not only because Welles had more experience with the department than any of his predecessors.

Welles took over a department in disarray. Morale was quite low throughout the navy. Many of the department’s clerks were openly hostile to the government, and Welles’s predecessor Isaac Toucey had allowed many officers from the South to resign. Others had been fired, and the officer corps was thus at about half strength. Also, some of those in key posts who remained were of dubious loyalty, including chief of the Bureau of Ordnance Captain George Magruder and commander of the Washington Navy Yard Captain Franklin Buchanan.

The navy was far from ready for war. In early 1861 it had about 90 ships, designed to carry a total of 2,415 guns, but only 42 of them were in commission, and Toucey had scattered most of these on foreign station. At the start of the war, the home squadron numbered only 12 vessels mounting a total of 187 guns.

The navy clearly needed a strong hand and effective leadership and required these immediately. Welles had these qualities in ample measure and was certainly one of the great U.S. secretaries of the navy. A capable administrator, he was not afraid to experiment with new ideas; direct in his dealings with others, he was also a good judge of people. He appointed such capable individuals as Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus Vasa Fox and Chief Clerk William Faxon. Welles also had to oversee the development of naval strategy and the direction of operations. He seems to have had the respect and loyalty of the officers in the navy.

The first major problem that Welles faced was securing ships. To enforce the blockade of the Confederate coast (proclaimed by Lincoln on April 19), the Navy Department had to convert its small and for the most part obsolete collection of ships into an effective force. Welles immediately launched a large naval construction program. This included building ironclads, but for immediate use the navy purchased ships of all types and assigned them to blockade duty. By midsummer the Union blockade of some 3,500 miles of the Gulf of Mexico and southern Atlantic coasts was well under way. By 1865 the U.S. Navy, with 700 vessels of all types, including 60 ironclads, was the second-largest navy in the world, behind only Britain’s Royal Navy.

Another problem was manning the ships. In this regard, Welles recruited a large number of African Americans. Ultimately they made up about 16 percent of U.S. Navy personnel. Under Welles, the number of seamen and officers went from 7,600 men to some 51,500.

Welles served until the end of the administration of Lincoln’s successor Andrew Johnson and oversaw the shrinkage of the U.S. Navy back to peacetime size. Welles left office on March 4, 1869. His tenure as secretary is the longest in the history of the Navy Department.

Welles remained active in retirement. He spent part of his time editing the very detailed diary that he had kept while in office; this sheds much light on the inner workings of the federal government under Lincoln and Johnson as well as the navy during the Civil War. The diary was published after Welles’s death, which occurred at Hartford, Connecticut, on February 11, 1878.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Foote, Andrew Hull (1806–1863)

Union naval officer. Born in New Haven, Connecticut, on September 12, 1806, Andrew Hull Foote was the son of future U.S. representative, later senator, Samuel A. Foot. Andrew Foote (he departed from family tradition by adding the “e” to his name) briefly attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, during June–December 1822 but resigned to accept an appointment as an acting midshipman in the U.S. Navy on December 4.

Foote served first in the West Indies and then spent three years in the Pacific. His religious conversion in 1827, during another Caribbean cruise, led to a lifelong interest in furthering Christianity and in reform. He was promoted to lieutenant in May 1830. Following cruises in the Mediterranean and around the world (1837–1841), Foote spent three years ashore as the executive officer at the Philadelphia Naval Asylum. In 1843 he became the first lieutenant of the frigate Cumberland and succeeded in making it the first temperance ship in the U.S. Navy. Foote was undoubtedly the key advocate in the navy for the abolition of the spirit ration, which became reality in 1862.

From 1849 to 1851 Foote commanded the brig Perry off the southwestern coast of Africa, protecting U.S. trade and cruising against the slave trade. In the process the Perry took two slavers. After his return to the United States, Foote published a book about his experiences, Africa and the American Flag (1854), that was a plea for enhanced American action against the slave trade and for support of the African colonization movement in Liberia. Foote was promoted to commander in December 1852.

After five years ashore, where he remained active in naval reform, including service on the 1855 efficiency board that cut deadwood from the navy, Foote returned to sea as commander of the sloop Portsmouth in the Asia Squadron. To avenge Chinese firing on U.S. vessels, in November 1856 he personally led a force ashore that destroyed four Chinese forts guarding the river approach to Canton.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, Foote commanded the Brooklyn Navy Yard. He was promoted to captain in June 1861. In August 1861 Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles sent Foote to command the Union flotilla in the West, replacing Captain John Rodgers who had run afoul of Major General John C. Frémont. Foote made minor changes only in the gunboats already contracted for and undergoing conversion. His chief accomplishments were to bring the warships to completion; oversee their equipping, manning, and training; and lead them in battle—all tasks that were well suited to this capable naval administrator.

Foote got along well with his army counterpart, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant. An aggressive commander, Foote pushed for the attack on Fort Henry on the Tennessee River. His flotilla took the leading role in the February 6 Union attack on Fort Henry and actually secured its surrender before Grant’s land forces arrived. Foote then sent Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps on a raid up the Tennessee River. In the subsequent Union attack on Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, Foote’s ironclads were rebuffed, and he himself was slightly wounded, although Fort Donelson did fall to Grant’s land troops. Foote claimed afterward that he had been forced to fight at Fort Donelson before he was ready.

In many ways, Fort Donelson changed Foote. He became much more cautious and, working to strengthen his gunboats, delayed their participation in attacks against New Madrid and Island No. 10. Foote now preferred to use 13-inch mortars mounted on his newly ready mortar boats to reduce the Confederate forts. To those who called for his ships to assault the Confederate positions, Foote pointed out the problems involved. These included substantial Confederate land batteries and the risk of losing ships in the flotilla, for unlike Forts Donelson and Henry, disabled Union gunboats would drift downriver under Confederate guns.

Finally, following repeated appeals from Union major general John Pope, Foote did send two ironclads past the Confederate forts to cut off Island No. 10 and operate in conjunction with Pope’s Army of the Mississippi. The Confederates then surrendered Island No. 10.

Foote and Union troops then moved farther down the Mississippi to Fort Pillow. By now Foote was virtually immobile, his leg wound having failed to heal. He was also mentally exhausted, worn out by his exertions. On May 9 Captain Charles H. Davis took over the flotilla, and Foote went on a leave of absence, although he remained in nominal command of the squadron until June.

In July 1862 Foote returned to active duty to head the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting in Washington. One of the first Union naval officers promoted to the new rank of rear admiral (on July 16, 1862), Foote was unhappy ashore. He did not seek the position, but when Welles relieved Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont as commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Foote agreed to take that post. He was preparing to go to Charleston, with Rear Admiral John Dahlgren as his second-in-command, when he was suddenly struck down by Bright’s disease. After a short illness, Foote died in New York City on June 26, 1863. Much respected and even beloved by his men, Foote was a capable administrator and a brave and tenacious commander.
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Hawley, Joseph Roswell (1826–1905)

Union officer, newspaper editor, and politician. Joseph Roswell Hawley was born in Stewartsville in present-day Scotland Country, North Carolina, on October 21, 1826. When he was 11 years old, his family moved to Connecticut, where Hawley was educated. Graduating from Hamilton College in Clinton, New York, in 1847, Hawley then studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1850, opening a practice in Hartford, Connecticut. He was a delegate to the national Free Soil Party convention in 1852 and then helped organize the new Republican Party in Connecticut, campaigning for its presidential candidate, John C. Frémont, in 1856. In 1857, Hawley became editor of the Hartford Evening Press.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Hawley helped recruit the first company of Connecticut volunteers for the Union war effort and was elected its captain on April 22, 1861. He commanded the company in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). On September 17 he became lieutenant colonel of the 7th Connecticut Infantry and took part in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861). Assigned to the Department of the South in February 1862, Hawley was promoted to colonel on June 20, 1862. He then served at Fernandina, Florida, and commanded a brigade on Morris Island during siege operations against Charleston, South Carolina. Hawley also commanded a brigade in the disastrous Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864).

Beginning in April 1864, Hawley had command of a brigade in the Army of the James and took part in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on September 13, 1864, he participated in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865) and thereafter commanded at Wilmington. Brevetted major general on September 28, 1865, he mustered out of the service on January 15, 1866.

Hawley served as governor of Connecticut (May 1866–May 1867), then was editor of the Hartford Courant (which consolidated with the Evening Press). He was the president of the U.S. Centennial Commission that organized the national Centennial Exposition held in Philadelphia (1873–1876).

Hawley served as a Republican in the U.S. House of Representatives (December 1872–March 1873 and March 1879–March 1883) and was a U.S. senator from 1883 until March 1905, just two weeks before his death. He was promoted to brigadier general on the retired list on March 8, 1905. Hawley died in Washington, D.C., on March 18, 1905.
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Lyon, Nathaniel (1818–1861)

Union officer. Nathaniel Lyon was born in Ashford, Connecticut, on July 14, 1818. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. Commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry, Lyon saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1847 and a brevet to captain. He subsequently campaigned against Indians in California, rising to captain in 1851. Three years later Lyon transferred to Fort Riley, Kansas, during the height of Bleeding Kansas. He helped restore order there, but his Kansas tenure profoundly affected him. Previously a Democrat who showed little concern about slavery, Lyon became an ardent Republican and a staunch abolitionist.

In February 1861 Lyon took command of the federal arsenal at St. Louis, Missouri. By then, Missouri was sharply divided among Unionists and secessionists and rapidly became home to two armed camps. Lyon openly embraced the Union cause and began raising a loyal militia force known as the Home Guard. When Governor Claiborne F. Jackson called out state troops, ostensibly for training, Lyon suspected that they would raid the federal arsenal in St. Louis and resolved to preempt them. On May 10, 1861, his men surrounded Confederate sympathizers at Camp Jackson. As his captives were paraded through St. Louis, a riot ensued that escalated when his men fired into the crowd. This act drove many Missourians into the Confederate fold, but Lyon’s prompt action kept the state out of their hands.

Despite this success, both Lyon and Congressman Francis P. Blair believed that the situation in Missouri required greater control. Together they engineered the removal of departmental commander Brigadier General William S. Harney, who was suspected of Confederate sympathies. Lyon was subsequently appointed Harney’s successor with the rank of brigadier general of volunteers on May 17 and met with Jackson the following month to avoid further bloodshed. When Jackson insisted that the Home Guard be disbanded, Lyon stalked out, declaring, “This means war.” True to his word, Union troops attacked and defeated state forces at Boonville on June 17, 1861, and then captured Springfield.

On August 2, Lyon’s Army of Southwest Missouri engaged and defeated a second force at Dug Springs. At Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, Lyon attacked a large pro-Confederate force. During this bloody and inconclusive battle Lyon died leading a final charge, but the Confederate high tide in Missouri had crested. In December 1861 Lyon received the Thanks of Congress and was publicly eulogized as the North’s first battlefield hero.
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Mansfield, Joseph King Fenno (1803–1862)

Union officer. Born in New Haven, Connecticut, on December 22, 1803, Joseph King Fenno Mansfield graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1822. Commissioned in the Corps of Engineers, he held various assignments but was chiefly involved in the construction of coastal defenses throughout the South, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1832.

In early 1846 Mansfield, a captain since 1838, was posted to Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Occupation as chief engineer, a post that Mansfield would retain for the duration of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In the spring of 1846, he was tasked with erecting Fort Texas (Fort Brown) on the north bank of the Rio Grande at present-day Brownsville, Texas. Mansfield later participated in its defense when it came under attack by Mexican forces in May 1846.

Prior to the Battle of Monterrey, Mansfield was responsible for conducting preengagement reconnaissance, which helped significantly in the battle plan. When that engagement began, he led one of the attacking columns and was wounded. Mansfield performed similar tasks for the Battle of Buena Vista, during which he also led troops. By the end of the war, he had been brevetted three times—to major (for the action at Fort Brown), to lieutenant colonel (for Monterrey), and to colonel (for Buena Vista).

Mansfield remained in the army after the war, and in 1853 at the personal request of Secretary of War Jefferson Davis,with whom he had served in Mexico, Mansfield began serving as inspector general of the U.S. Army at the permanent staff rank of colonel. He remained in that post until April 28, 1861, when he took command of the Department of Washington, D.C., at the beginning of the Civil War.

By mid-May 1861, Mansfield had been promoted to brigadier general in the regular army. Moving quickly to shore up the capital’s defenses, he sent troops to seize fortified positions on the Virginia side of the Potomac River. Beginning in March 1862, he served briefly at Fort Monroe under Major General John E. Wool. Mansfield also led a division in VII Corps for a brief time during Union operations at Suffolk, Virginia. On September 15, 1862, he took command of XII Corps in the Army of the Potomac, then headquartered at Frederick, Maryland, in preparation for a showdown with Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s invading Army of Northern Virginia.

Mansfield took part in the ensuing Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). During the first two hours of heavy combat, he led his corps through a wooded area in an attempt to reach the bulk of the fighting in an adjacent 40-acre cornfield. When he reached the edge of the forest, a group of concealed Confederates opened fire. His men hesitated, but Mansfield pressed ahead. Believing the Confederate snipers to be Federals, he ordered his men not to fire on them. Almost immediately another Confederate volley rang out, and Mansfield was struck in the stomach. He toppled from his horse, bleeding profusely, and was carried to a nearby field hospital, where he died on September 18. On March 12, 1863, Mansfield was promoted posthumously to major general of volunteers, to date from July 18, 1862.
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Sedgwick, John (1813–1864)

Union officer. John Sedgwick was born on September 13, 1813, in Cornwall, Connecticut. After teaching school for two years as a young man, he enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating in 1837. As a young lieutenant, Sedgwick served in several garrison assignments before being ordered to Mexico during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), where his exemplary service was rewarded by a brevet promotion to major by war’s end. He was promoted to captain in 1849. Between 1855 and 1861, Sedgwick was a major in the 1st Cavalry Regiment and participated in numerous operations against Native Americans.

Promoted to lieutenant colonel and then to colonel in quick succession in early 1861, Sedgwick was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 31, 1861. After service in the Washington defenses, he took command of a division in the Army of the Potomac. Sedgwick was wounded in heavy fighting during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). His fine performance earned him a promotion to major general of volunteers, to date from July 4, 1862. Sedgwick next participated in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), in which he was seriously wounded.

After a lengthy recovery, Sedgwick took command of VI Corps, which he led during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). In that battle, he commanded the Union left in a holding action at Fredericksburg. Although Sedgwick was slow to move, he duly crossed the Rappahannock and engaged Confederate forces under Major General Jubal Early on Marye’s Heights. Moving west in an effort to trap the Army of Northern Virginia between his own force and the main body of the Army of the Potomac under Major General Joseph Hooker, Sedgwick was stopped by the Confederate II Corps, temporarily under Major General James E. B. Stuart, and withdrew to Fredericksburg.

Sedgwick’s corps did not arrive until late on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and thus had little role in the battle. His corps saw heavy action in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), when it defended against attacks by Confederate lieutenant general Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps.

On May 9, 1864, while disdaining long-range Confederate rifle fire as he supervised artillery placement in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), Sedgwick was shot in the head by a Confederate sharpshooter and died instantly. Sedgwick was widely regarded as a solid and reliable yet not particularly aggressive commander.
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Terry, Alfred Howe (1827–1890)

Union officer. Alfred Howe Terry was born into a wealthy New England family on November 10, 1827, in Hartford, Connecticut. After briefly attending Yale University Law School from 1848 to 1849, Terry served as a law clerk for the New Haven County Superior Court from 1854 until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. He was also involved in the local militia.

After the Civil War began, Terry raised the 2nd Connecticut Volunteer Infantry Regiment and was commissioned its colonel. The regiment saw action in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), after which the 90-day unit mustered out of service. Terry subsequently recruited and led the 7th Connecticut Infantry Regiment, helping to secure Port Royal, South Carolina, on November 7, 1861. On April 11, 1862, Terry’s regiment helped to capture Fort Pulaski.

[image: image]

Alfred Terry had an excellent Civil War record, rising from colonel to major general of volunteers. His greatest success was the capture of Fort Fisher, North Carolina, in January 1865. Terry continued in the army after the war, again distinguishing himself in fighting against hostile Indians in the American West. (Library of Congress)

On April 26, Terry was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He then commanded the Morris Island division of X Corps and took part in operations against Charleston, including the capture of Fort Wagner in September 1863. In 1864, X Corps was assigned to Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James in Virginia, and Terry saw extensive action in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864). On the death of Major General David B. Birney in October, Terry briefly commanded X Corps.

Terry’s greatest recognition during the Civil War came when he received command of the Fort Fisher Expeditionary Corps (Terry’s Provisional Corps) following the relief of its previous commander, General Butler. Terry and Rear Admiral David D. Porter worked well together, and Fort Fisher fell to Union forces on January 13, 1865. This completely cut off Wilmington, the South’s last East Coast port for blockade-runners. Terry’s success won him an official thanks from the U.S. Congress, a brigadier general’s commission in the regular army, and a major general’s commission in the volunteer army. Terry’s promotion to brigadier general in the regular army was a rare accomplishment for someone who had not graduated from the U.S. Military Academy. Terry finished the war in the Carolinas, where he was part of Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio, which was operating under Major General William T. Sherman.

After the Civil War, Terry served as commander of the Department of Dakota from 1866 to 1868 and again from 1873 to 1886. As commander of the Department of Dakota, he participated in the Sioux War of 1876–1877, which included the disastrous Battle of the Little Big Horn in which Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer was killed, along with much of his regiment. Afterward Terry refused to say anything that might tarnish Custer’s reputation.

In October 1877, Terry went to Canada to negotiate the surrender of the Sioux leader Sitting Bull. These talks were not successful, but in 1881 Terry was the man to whom Sitting Bull surrendered. During the Nez Perce War of 1877, Terry sent troops to help intercept Chief Joseph and his people. In 1878 Terry joined Major General John Schofield and Colonel George W. Getty on the so-called Schofield Commission, a board charged with reexamining the Civil War court-martial of Major General Fitz John Porter.

In 1886 Terry was promoted to major general, one of only three men to hold that rank in the army at the time. He was also the first Civil War volunteer officer to attain that rank. Terry received command of the Division of the Missouri, with headquarters in Chicago. He retired from the army in 1888 and died on December 16, 1890, in New Haven, Connecticut.
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Dakota Territory

INTRODUCTION

The Dakota Territory was formally established by President James Buchanan on March 2, 1861. With a white population of only 900 people in 1861, the vast Dakota Territory encompassed all of the present-day states of North and South Dakota in addition to much of present-day Wyoming and Montana. The Native American population, although unknown, was most assuredly many times greater than the white population. The territory remained in place until 1889, when North Dakota and South Dakota became separate states, although its boundaries shifted several times prior to that. From 1861 to 1883, the territorial capital was Yankton; in 1883 it was moved to Bismarck.

The territory featured vast plains, prairies, mountains, lake, and rivers. During the Civil War era, cattle ranching, agriculture (chiefly wheat), and trapping were the economic mainstays of the region. Two entrepreneurs—John B. S. Todd and Daniel M. Frost—were highly influential in convincing the federal government to formally organize the Dakota Territory. Through their Frost-Todd Company, the two men attracted settlers to the area, sold them land, created towns, and traded with the newly arrived settlers. At the time of the territory’s formation, white settlers faced the constant threat of attack by hostile Sioux Indians, who viewed their presence as being ruinous to their way of life.

The Dakota Territory’s first governor, appointed by President Abraham Lincoln, was William Jayne. He held office until 1863, at which time Newton Edmunds became governor; he served until 1866. Jayne immediately began organizing a military unit for service in the Union Army, although it remained in the territory to deter Indian attacks. During the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (1862), some violence spilled over into the Dakotas. The territory formed four other military units, all of which remained on home duty: the Northern Rangers, the Yankton Home Guard, the Vermillion Home Guard, and the Frontier Rangers. A small number of territorial residents did serve in the East during the Civil War, mainly in volunteer units from Nebraska, Iowa, and Minnesota.

In 1861, there were only two federal outposts located in the entire Dakota Territory: Fort Abercrombie and Fort Randall. Both were manned by local volunteers during the war and were designed to ward off Indian raids. Fort Randall was located in the far southeastern corner of present-day South Dakota. Fort Abercrombie was situated along the Red River in modern-day North Dakota. The territory fell within the Union District of Kansas until May 1863, at which time a separate Dakota District was created, with Brigadier General Alfred Sully as its commanding general. Sully held the post until 1866 and concentrated his efforts on settler protection and fighting hostile Native Americans.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Yankton, South Dakota

Capital of the Dakota Territory from 1861 to 1883. Yankton, named after the Yankton tribe of Dakota Sioux, is located in the far southeastern corner of modern-day South Dakota along the Missouri River, just to the north of Nebraska. At the time of the Civil War, the white population of Yankton was only about 200–300, but this likely represented the largest single concentration of whites in the Dakota Territory.

Owing to its location along the Missouri River, Yankton was used as a trade center among Native Americans well before white explorers and settlers began to arrive. The French had nominally controlled the area before the 19th century, and a few French trappers operated in or near what would become Yankton. In 1803, the United States acquired the region from the French via the Louisiana Purchase. In 1804 during the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and their entourage passed through Yankton, noting its excellent location along the Missouri and the significant presence of Native Americans.

Although a few white travelers passed through the area in the first half of the 19th century, Yankton was not officially established until 1859, when land in and around the hamlet became available for purchase. Most settlers there engaged in subsistence farming or became tradesmen or small merchants. Before long, Yankton became a regular stop for steamboats plying the Missouri River, where they took on water or supplies. In the late summer of 1862 when the Dakota Sioux Uprising began in Minnesota, almost all of the inhabitants of Sioux Falls, located just to the north of Yankton and with a population of under 100 white inhabitants, fled to safety in Yankton. Sioux Falls, meanwhile, was sacked and burned by the warring Native Americans.

Yankton grew slowly but steadily in the years during and after the war, and by 1880 it had a population of 3,431. By 1890, however, it had been overtaken by a rebuilt Sioux Falls in both population and importance.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Abercrombie

U.S. Army post located in the former Dakota Territory in the southeast corner of present-day North Dakota along the Red River. Fort Abercrombie was established in August 1858 by Lieutenant Colonel John J. Abercrombie to provide protection, especially from the Dakota (Santee) Sioux along the Red River and the various wagon trails passing nearby that went both east-west and north-south. In July 1859 less than a year after its establishment, the small redoubt was abandoned because of flooding; a new fort was begun that same summer on higher ground nearby. Until the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861, Fort Abercrombie was garrisoned by U.S. Army troops.

When the garrison was withdrawn for service in the East, Minnesota state forces, chiefly the 5th Minnesota Regiment, manned the facility. By the early spring of 1862, just three buildings had been constructed: a barracks, commanding officer’s quarters, and a commissary. By August, however, stables and a guardhouse had also been built. The fort was a typical western-style stockade structure enclosing a courtyard that doubled as a parade ground.

On August 17, 1862, the Minnesota Sioux Uprising began in nearby Minnesota. News of the violence arrived at Fort Abercrombie on August 20, and the commanding officer, Captain John Vander Horck, immediately began to prepare the post for possible attack. Earthen breastworks ringing the fort were hastily constructed out of barrels, cordwood, and dirt. By mid-September, these outer fortifications had been reinforced with more cordwood and hewn timbers. A separate breastwork, some eight feet high, protected the barracks. Bastions in the form of blockhouses had also been built at the three corners of the facility, which accommodated 12-pounder cannon.

Fort Abercrombie came under attack by the Sioux during the third week of September, and there were several skirmishes in and around the redoubt. The Indians laid siege to the fort until September 23, when some 500 volunteers arrived to reinforce the garrison. The uprising ended that same day. Fort Abercrombie was slightly enlarged and modernized in the years after the Civil War but was abandoned by 1876. It is now a state historical site.
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Fort Randall

U.S. Army post located along the Missouri River in the southern part of modern-day South Dakota. Named for Colonel Daniel Randall and established in 1856, Fort Randall was an important western frontier post because it was the last fort protecting the overland route that paralleled the Platte River and the first fort on the Upper Missouri River. Most of the fort’s buildings were made of cottonwood logs and were arranged around a central parade ground. Included among the buildings were a commissary, barracks, officer’s quarters, commandant’s quarters, a sutler’s shop, workshops, storage buildings, and a stable, among others. By 1859, 24 buildings had been erected, and the fort was capable of accommodating up to 500 men (five to six companies).

Fort Randall became a major army supply and logistics center, but in the spring of 1861 with the advent of the Civil War, the regular army garrison was withdrawn so the troops could serve in the East. Until late 1865 the post was garrisoned with state troops, chiefly from Minnesota. Although Fort Randall saw no significant action during the war, the garrison routinely engaged hostile Sioux warriors. In the years after the war, the fort was updated and modernized and played a fairly central role in the Indian Wars. The army abandoned the post in 1892, at the conclusion of the wars. The site can be visited, although none of the original structures have survived.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Edmunds, Newton (1819–1908)

Republican politician and governor of the Dakota Territory (1863–1866). Newton Edmunds was born on May 31, 1819, in Hartland, New York, but moved to Michigan with his family when he was 13 years old. He became involved in free-soil politics locally while his brother served as commissioner of the U.S. Land Office. Edmunds later joined the Republican Party.

In 1860, Edmunds was named chief clerk in the Dakota Territory’s surveyor general’s office. He arrived in Yankton in 1861 to assume his responsibilities. In late August 1862 after the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (August 17–September 23) began, Edmunds took a corporal’s commission in the Dakota Militia.

On October 17, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Edmunds governor of the Dakota Territory upon the recommendation of current governor William Jayne. Edmunds was sworn into office on November 2. Among his first priorities was to implement a system of revenue and a public secondary school system. He also championed cutting-edge agricultural techniques, which were well suited for the territory’s challenging climate, terrain, and soil, and successfully encouraged sheepherding.

In the autumn of 1865, Edmunds was determined to negotiate a comprehensive peace treaty with the Indian tribes living in the Missouri River Valley, believing that the Dakota Territory would not attract new settlers while unrest between whites and Indians persisted. In the end, his efforts resulted in treaties with 13 separate Native American groups. Walter A. Burleigh, an unscrupulous political rival who opposed the peace treaties, accused Edmunds of mismanagement and financial malfeasance, and President Andrew Johnson fired Edmunds on August 6, 1866, replacing him with Burleigh’s father-in-law, Andrew J. Faulk.

After leaving office, Edmunds remained in Yankton. He engaged in various business and political pursuits there and served as a commissioner during several negotiations with regional Indian groups. Edmunds also cofounded a bank in 1873 and was instrumental in creating a rail link between Sioux City and Yankton. Later he was active in the statehood movement. In 1891 Edmunds and his sons founded the Yankton National Bank. Edmunds died in Yankton, South Dakota, on February 18, 1908.
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Jayne, William (1826–1916)

Physician, politician, and governor of the Dakota Territory (1861–1863). William Jayne was born on October 8, 1826, in Springfield, Illinois. He graduated from Illinois College (Jacksonville, Illinois) in 1844, and in 1849 he received a medical degree from the University of Missouri–Columbia. Jayne then returned to Springfield, where he commenced a medical practice and became Abraham Lincoln’s personal physician. At first an adherent of the Whig Party, Jayne later joined the Republican ranks and served as mayor of Springfield during 1859–1861; he also served for a short time in the state senate before being appointed the first governor of the Dakota Territory by President Lincoln in 1861.

Taking office in May 1861, Jayne was faced with the daunting challenge of organizing a government where none had previously existed and in a sparsely populated and remote territory. He had some success with convening a territorial legislature and engaging Indian tribes in talks to mitigate hostilities between whites and Native Americans, although no formal treaties were signed during his tenure. Jayne supported the Lincoln administration’s war program but was hardly in a position to provide the Union with troops or war matériel. Jayne resigned in early 1863 to become the territorial representative in Congress, where he served from March 1863 until June 1864.

After leaving Washington, Jayne returned to Springfield, where he practiced medicine and served three terms as mayor during 1865–1880. He also was an executive of the First National Bank of Springfield. From 1869 to 1873, Jayne was the Illinois pension agent. He resumed a full-time medical practice in 1873. Jayne died in Springfield, Illinois, on March 20, 1916.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Delaware

INTRODUCTION

The Middle Atlantic state of Delaware, considered a border state during the Civil War, had an 1860 population of 112,216. Delaware encompasses 2,044 square miles and is bordered by Pennsylvania to the north, New Jersey and the Atlantic Ocean to the east, and Maryland to the south and west. Settled mostly by Quakers, by 1860 Delaware had the largest state population of freed blacks. The black population numbered just over 20,000, but only 1,798 African Americans were enslaved, accounting for less than 3 percent of the total population. Delaware officially permitted slavery, and despite a large number of resident abolitionists, many of its citizens wished to retain the peculiar institution of slavery. Delaware was divided on the issue by geographic boundaries, with New Castle County in the north favoring freedom and Sussex County in the south favoring slavery. Nevertheless, Delaware was far less divided than other border states.

Pro-Southern sympathies ran strong in parts of Delaware. A state peace convention met in 1861 in an attempt to have the Confederacy officially recognized. When this movement failed, the Abraham Lincoln administration offered to purchase Delaware slaves in 1862 in a plan for compensated emancipation, but the state legislature did not support the proposal. The population remained so polarized by the conflict that Union troops were required to stand guard at polling places during elections to avoid physical violence among voters. Be that as it may, the majority of Delaware’s citizens remained loyal to the Union.

Abolitionist societies in Wilmington and Dover were presided over by Abraham Shadd, Samuel Burris, Harriet Tubman, and Thomas Garrett, who were nationally known in the movement. The Delaware and Raritan Canal (built during 1830–1834) and the Camden & Amboy Railroad were major escape routes for slaves fleeing from the South. Wilmington became the last stop for many before freedom.

During the war, Delaware instituted a lottery to conscript men into the military. Some 11,236 white troops from Delaware served in the Union Army during the Civil War, along with 94 sailors and marines. Several hundred citizens of Delaware fought on the Confederate side. Records for black enrollments are in dispute because no official records were kept, and many African Americans left the state to enroll in the army. Unofficial totals list 954 blacks in service to the Union, but most historians believe that at least twice that number were in the Union Army. Most Delaware troops served in the Army of the Potomac, and in total the state provided nine infantry regiments and one cavalry regiment. Mortality figures from Delaware during the Civil War total 835, including 383 killed or mortally wounded in action, 356 dead from disease, and 75 who died while prisoners of war. An additional 21 Delaware soldiers were killed in accidents during the war. Fort Delaware, located on Pea Patch Island, saw military use from 1812 through World War II and also served as a prison during the Civil War. Nearly 40,000 Confederate prisoners, an additional group of several hundred civilians, and several hundred Union Army prisoners (organized as Company Q) facing court-martial were held there.

In addition to its manpower contributions to the war, Delaware was the major supplier of Union gunpowder, which was made at E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. A sizable number of ships, including several ironclad monitors, were constructed in the state’s shipyards at Wilmington and other sites.

PAMELA LEE GRAY
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Dover, Delaware

Capital city of Delaware and the county seat of Kent County. Dover is situated in central Delaware about equidistant from that state’s southern border with Maryland and its northern border with Pennsylvania. On the eve of the Civil War, Dover was a small town with fewer than 2,000 people; Kent County, however, had an 1860 population of 27,804. William Penn first established Dover as the judicial center of the newly created Kent County in 1683. In 1717, the city was laid out as an administrative center when the Delaware General Assembly began convening there. In 1777 during the American Revolutionary War, the capital of Delaware was moved from New Castle to Dover because the latter was less vulnerable to seaborne attack. Dover became the permanent capital in 1781.

There were few slaves in Dover or Kent County by 1860, even though Delaware was still technically a slaveholding state. The city became an important stop on the Underground Railroad beginning in the early decades of the 19th century. The area was also home to a sizable Quaker population, which had begun agitating for an end to slavery in the early years of the 19th century.

Because of Dover’s small size, there were few industrial facilities in the city during the Civil War. Dover was chiefly an administrative center for the county and state governments, and its population fluctuated substantially depending on whether the state legislature was in session. The surrounding areas were still largely agricultural, so Dover tended to be a market center for farmers. By the mid-19th century Dover was served by the Pennsylvania Railroad, at the time one of the largest rail lines in the East. Today Dover remains the capital of Delaware but continues to be a small city, with just 36,047 people. Dover is among the smallest state capitals in the country. Wilmington, Delaware’s largest city, is also home to a number of state offices and agencies.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Hancock, Harold B. Delaware during the Civil War: A Political History. Wilmington: Historical Society of Delaware, 1961.

Munroe, John A. History of Delaware. Newark: University of Delaware Press, 1993.

Wilmington, Delaware

Delaware’s largest and principal city, with an 1860 population of 21,258. Wilmington is located in northern Delaware at the confluence of the Christina and Brandywine Rivers. Wilmington was founded in 1638 by Swedish colonists and remained in Swedish hands until 1655, at which time the area came under Dutch control as part of New Netherland. Wilmington passed to British control in 1664. In the early years of the American republic, the city became important because of its shipbuilding industry, but it gained greater importance in 1802 when Eleuthère Irénée du Pont established the E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company on the banks of the Brandywine. Still one of American’s premier corporations, E. I. du Pont supplied 4 million barrels of gunpowder for the Union war effort during the Civil War.

Compared to areas in the southern part of Delaware, pro-Union sentiment in Wilmington ran fairly high, and the city’s economy benefitted handsomely from the Civil War. In addition to du Pont’s activities, Wilmington’s industrial sector produced rail cars, ships, carriages, shoes, leather, textiles, ships, and gun components. By 1868, Wilmington’s shipbuilding ranked first in the nation. Its carriage and leather industries ranked second. The city’s middle class blossomed during and after the war, as did its moneyed class, which erected grand homes in and around the city.

Wilmington’s impressive industrial base continued to contribute to its prosperity well into the 20th century, and it remained an important manufacturing center during both World War I and World War II. Like many cities in the North, Wilmington experienced social turbulence and economic decline during the late 1960s and into the 1970s. The 1980s, however, saw a revival of the city’s fortunes, as service industries—most notably banks—made the city their headquarters. Today Wilmington’s population is more than 70,000, but it is part of the much larger Philadelphia-Camden metropolitan area, which boasts a population of more than 5.8 million.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company

Major manufacturer of American gunpowder. E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company was founded as a gunpowder manufacturing firm in 1801 by Eleuthère Irénée du Pont, who had emigrated from France to the United States as a consequence of the French Revolution, which began in 1789. Du Pont had been an apprentice gunpowder maker in France under Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier at the National Powder Works. Du Pont’s grim appraisal of the quality of American powder led him to believe that a powder mill could be successful in the young nation. President Thomas Jefferson encouraged the venture, the success of which was all the more probable when the U.S. government provided tariff protection for the industry because of its military importance.

A joint-stock company was incorporated in 1801, with prominent French and du Pont family associates as the principal investors. The new company built a powder mill on the Brandywine River near Wilmington, Delaware, in 1802. The location was ideal, as it had the river to be harnessed as the power for the mills and a nearby French community from which the du Ponts would draw their workers. Because of superior manufacturing methods, du Pont quickly acquired a contract refining saltpeter for the federal government. The firm also profited from contracts with Spain.

Du Pont’s sales improved dramatically during the War of 1812, and the firm doubled its capacity in order to keep up with the demand. The profits made during the war were instrumental in the company’s survival. During the War of 1812, E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company produced about 1 million pounds of gunpowder for the American military. Du Pont provided all of the gunpowder, shipped in Conestoga wagons from Wilmington, Delaware, to Erie, Pennsylvania, used by the U.S. squadron on Lake Erie.

Du Pont was well paid for the refining of government saltpeter, but the company was often slow in seeing the return, given the government’s penchant for making payments on its own schedule. After the war the company saw a decline in profits, but this helped the du Pont family acquire control of the company’s shares, although they often had to take on sizable debts to do so. Irénée himself headed the company until 1834. The firm continued to produce gunpowder and over the next two centuries expanded into dynamite, chemicals, synthetics, paints, and a wide variety of other industries.

During the Civil War, E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company was the single largest supplier of gunpowder to the Union Army, selling 4 million barrels of gunpowder during that conflict. The company produced 40 percent of all U.S. explosives during World War I and 70 percent of all U.S. explosives during World War II. In the 20th century, Du Pont led the polymer revolution, developing materials such as neoprene, nylon, and Teflon. Eleutherian Mills, along the Brandywine River, became a National Historic Landmark in 1966. Currently, the company is the second-largest chemical company in the world.

MICHAEL K. BEAUCHAMP
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Fort Delaware

Fort Delaware was located at the mouth of the Delaware River on Pea Patch Island, just south of the current Delaware Memorial Bridge, on low-lying, marshy ground that was subject to frequent flooding. First constructed during the American Revolutionary War to guard the river from British incursions, the camp was reopened in 1861 to defend Philadelphia and other points in the area from possible attack by Confederate warships. The fort mounted 40 guns but never fired a short in anger.

In the summer of 1861, U.S. authorities found themselves with a large number of Confederate prisoners. Although there were plans to eventually parole the men, temporary holding facilities at Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor quickly became overcrowded, whereupon the government decided to house the overflow at Fort Delaware. The fort in some ways was an ideal prison site, being situated on a self-contained small island surrounded by a natural moat. Unfortunately, that same feature made it vulnerable to flooding, creating miserable unsanitary conditions for those housed there.

Initially, the island was a sort of tourist resort. Inhabitants of nearby Delaware City regularly mingled with the prisoners, who were regarded more as curiosities than inmates. Early in the war, many captives stayed at Fort Delaware for only short periods before being paroled. However, as the conflict dragged on and these prisoner exchanges became more infrequent, the number of prisoners quickly swelled. Fort Delaware also housed civilian Confederates who were being held as political prisoners or for espionage.

There were numerous escapes and attempted escapes, which Union officials never acknowledged. Security was tightened, and Fort Delaware took its place along with Elmira, Fort Douglas, and Andersonville Prisons as notorious symbols of Civil War–era brutality visited upon prisoners of war.

In 1863 and 1864, the number of prisoners at Fort Delaware swelled as a consequence of Confederate defeats. By early 1864, Fort Delaware was housing as many as 12,000 prisoners. Brigadier General Albin Schoepf, a brutal man known as “General Terror” by the inmates, became commandant of the fort. In the spring of 1863 under his supervision, a barracks was built to ease overcrowding, capable of housing up to 5,000 prisoners. Within weeks, however, the barracks began to sink into the muddy ground and became dangerous and unstable. Yet Schoepf and his commissary general, Colonel William Hoffman, denied that there were any serious problems in the camp or that prisoners were ill-treated.

The Union surgeon general, however, alleged that the prison was dangerously overcrowded and susceptible to rampant outbreaks of communicable diseases. At the time, prisoners were forced to live together, sick and well, and cooking facilities were insufficient. The low-lying site also made the discharge of waste and sewage problematic, adding to the already unsanitary conditions. Despite the surgeon general’s warnings, neither Schoepf nor Hoffman took any remedial action. As if on cue, a smallpox epidemic broke out on the island in October 1863, causing many deaths. In all, there were an estimated 4,000 deaths at Fort Delaware from 1861 to 1865. Many prisoners were described as being emaciated, pale, stooped over, and suffering from scurvy.

The prisoners could not be forced to work and so passed time as best they could. Former barbers, for example, set up barbershops in the prison barracks, and there was a small commissary on the island where prisoners could purchase newspapers. Fort Delaware continued to hold Confederate inmates until July 1865, when the last group was paroled.

JOHN DAVID HEALY AND PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Burton, William (1789–1866)

Physician, politician, and governor of Delaware (1859–1863). William Burton was born into a family of means on October 16, 1789, in Sussex County, Delaware. After receiving a degree in medicine from the University of Pennsylvania, he opened a medical practice in Lewes, Delaware, before moving to Milford, where he also established a practice. A member of the Sussex County Militia, by 1827 he had attained the rank of brigadier general. In 1829 he ran for sheriff of Kent County as a Whig and won. Burton served from 1830 until 1834. In 1848 after the Whig Party had begun to disintegrate, Burton, who identified with issues involving states’ rights, joined the Democratic Party. In 1854 he waged an unsuccessful bid for the governorship as a Democrat.

In 1858 Burton again ran as a Democrat for governor, this time successfully, and took office in January 1859. His tenure was emblematic of Delaware’s split sympathies toward slavery, states’ rights, and secession. Perhaps the least contentious of the so-called border states, Delaware was nevertheless torn by those who championed slavery and states’ rights and those who were undeniably loyal to the Union. Although the state had only a very small number of slaves, Delaware citizens who identified with at least some of the Southern cause were still fairly numerous. Among them was Governor Burton.

As governor, Burton tried to pursue a middle course in an attempt to mollify Delaware’s conflicted population. He did not champion secession, which in any event did not enjoy much support within the state, but he did support states’ rights. He also looked dimly on emancipation. As pro-Confederate and pro-Union factions began to arm themselves into makeshift militias, Burton initially requested that the pro-Confederate groups disarm, although political pressure from fellow Democrats forced him to rescind that request. By 1861 he had appointed Henry A. du Pont, president of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company, as commander of state forces. This move essentially ensured that pro-Confederate militias would be disarmed and that the state’s industries, including the strategic du Pont company, would be protected from would-be saboteurs and pro-Confederate sympathizers.

When the federal government requested troops from each state, Burton walked a fine line. Although he actively promoted enlistment, he refused to pay bounties with state funds and would not allow the state militia to serve in a federal capacity. Pro-Union and pro-Confederate sympathies still ran high in 1862, however, and so state and Union troops were mobilized to keep the peace during the 1862 statewide elections. When Republican-Union Party candidate William Cannon won the 1862 gubernatorial election, state Democrats were incensed, asserting that Cannon had won the contest at gunpoint.

Burton left office on January 20, 1863, and returned to his Milford medical practice. He died on August 5, 1866, in Milford, Delaware.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Cannon, William (1809–1865)

Businessman, politician, and governor of Delaware (1863–1865). William Cannon was born on March 15, 1809, in Bridgeville, Delaware. At a young age he began working in his father’s mercantile business, which Cannon greatly expanded. He also invested in land and started a number of new businesses, including lumber and grain mills. Cannon was also involved in banking, owned a newspaper, and served as a director of the Delaware Railroad. By the early 1850s, he was among Delaware’s wealthiest men.

A lifelong Democrat, Cannon entered politics in 1844, when he was elected to the Delaware House of Representatives. He served during 1845–1849. From 1849 to 1851, he was Delaware state treasurer. Cannon long harbored ambitions to attain the governor’s seat, but his party repeatedly turned to other candidates. In 1861 Cannon, who ardently sought to avoid a civil war, was among the delegates to the Washington Peace Conference. When the conference failed to head off the sectional crisis, Cannon supported the Republican Party.

In November 1862, Cannon ran for governor as a Republican-Union Party candidate. Fearful that the Democrats would try to intimidate voters, he requested and received help from the Abraham Lincoln administration in the form of Union troops who supervised polling places. Cannon won the governorship by a slim margin, but Democrats charged him and the federal government with meddling in a state election. The Democrats carried a significant majority in the state legislature, and they were openly hostile toward Cannon for the entirety of his tenure in office. Democrats were also furious with Cannon for having switched party allegiance.

As governor, Cannon was a strong supporter of the Union and of Lincoln’s wartime policies. The state legislature, however, blocked or vetoed almost every measure Cannon proposed as governor, even rejecting Cannon’s plea that the legislative body approve the Thirteenth Amendment, which prohibited slavery. Cannon died in Bridgeville, Delaware, on March 1, 1865, while still in office.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Sykes, George (1822–1880)

Union officer. George Sykes was born on October 9, 1822, in Dover, Delaware, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Serving in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sykes was promoted to first lieutenant in September 1846 and brevetted captain for his actions at the Battle of Cerro Gordo. He also served in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858) and was promoted to captain in 1855.
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Union Major General George Sykes saw extensive service in the Civil War and played a key role in the second day of fighting in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). (Library of Congress)

Promoted to major in the regular army following the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Sykes commanded the only regular infantry on the field in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), where he performed effectively. Promoted to brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers, on September 28, 1861, he commanded the 2nd Division in Major General Fitz John Porter’s V Corps, Army of the Potomac, during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

On November 29, 1862, Sykes was promoted to major general. He assumed command of V Corps, Army of the Potomac, when Major General George Meade replaced Major General Joseph Hooker as commander of the Army of the Potomac on June 28, 1863. At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Sykes’s corps played a key role in the Union’s stubborn defense on July 2, stopping Confederate attacks at Little Round Top, driving the remainder of Major General John B. Hood’s brigades across the Valley of Death, and ending the contest at the Wheat Field.

Because of Sykes’s uninspiring and overly cautious performance during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863), however, he was relieved of command when the Army of the Potomac was reorganized. Sykes commanded a district in the Department of Kansas from April 20, 1864, to June 7, 1865, and received brevets in the regular army to major general. When the war ended, he reverted to lieutenant colonel in the regular army and was assigned to the 5th Infantry Regiment. On January 12, 1868, he was promoted to colonel and given command of the 20th Infantry Regiment. Sykes died while still on active duty at Fort Brown (now Brownsville) in Texas on February 8, 1880.
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Torbert, Alfred Thomas Archimedes (1833–1880)

Union officer. Born in Georgetown, Delaware, on July 1, 1833, Alfred Thomas Archimedes Torbert graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855. He served in Florida and the Southwest and participated in the Utah Expedition (1857–1858), earning promotion to first lieutenant in February 1861. Rejecting a Confederate commission, Torbert organized New Jersey recruits for Union service.

In September, Torbert accepted a commission as colonel of the 1st New Jersey Infantry. He saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). During the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862), he assumed command of a brigade in the Army of the Potomac, leading it during the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Torbert was advanced to brigadier general on November 29, 1862. He then fought in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–22, 1863), and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

Torbert briefly headed a division in early 1864, but in April he assumed permanent command of the 1st Division, Cavalry Corps. He fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) before illness forced him to relinquish command. Torbert returned to duty for the Trevilian Station Raid (June 11–12, 1864). In August, the 1st and 3rd Divisions of the Cavalry Corps moved into the Shenandoah Valley as part of Major General Philip Sheridan’s command, in which Torbert became chief of cavalry. The cavalry played a major role in the ensuing campaign, beginning with the victory at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), but Torbert’s apparent lack of aggressiveness following the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864) angered Sheridan, who never regained faith in him. Still, Torbert performed admirably in the Battle of Tom’s Brook (October 9, 1864) and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864).

In early 1865 when Sheridan took most of his command to the Petersburg front, he left Torbert with a small force in the Shenandoah Valley. There Torbert spent the remainder of the conflict. Brevetted through major general in both the regulars and volunteers, he mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866.

Continuing in the army after the war, Torbert reverted to his substantive rank of captain, but unlike many of his wartime comrades, he received no offers of advancement in the expanded postwar army and therefore resigned his commission in October 1866. He then held various diplomatic posts before pursuing business interests in Mexico. Torbert died in a shipwreck off the Florida coast on August 12, 1880.
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Florida

INTRODUCTION

The least populated of the Confederate states, Florida was largely a frontier during the sectional crisis and the Civil War that followed. With a population of about 140,000 people in 1860, of whom 62,000 were slaves and another 1,000 were free African Americans, Florida was mostly still an emerging cotton planter society. Its evolving socioeconomic system was patterned largely on the already well-established planter societies in South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. Led primarily by residents in middle Florida, voters held a secession convention in early January 1861. Although much of eastern Florida had Unionist sentiments and much of the interior of the state had little interest in the war at all, the convention nevertheless chose secession by a vote of 62 to 7 on January 10, 1861, making Florida the third state to secede from the Union.

Almost immediately after secession, Confederate Floridians initiated a war with the United States. At first the conflict remained confined to Fort Pickens, a federal fort that was located just off the coast of Pensacola on Santa Rosa Island. Rather than surrender the island to the newly formed Confederate state, the U.S. government reinforced the fort. After a yearlong standoff and with resources required elsewhere, the Confederates eventually withdrew, leaving the fort and all of Pensacola under Union control for the remainder of the war.

As the struggle for Fort Pickens ensued, Florida reorganized many of its preexisting local militias into military regiments. Although resistance to conscription remained strong in the state’s peninsula, Floridians served in the military at a rate comparable to the rest of the Confederacy. Approximately 16,000 Floridians served in the Confederate military, primarily in 12 infantry regiments and 2 cavalry regiments. Nearly 5,000 of these died in battle or of disease during the war. An additional 2,000 Floridians served in the Union Army.

Although Tallahassee was the only Confederate capital east of the Mississippi River to remain in Confederate hands throughout the war, much of Florida suffered from Union occupation. In addition to the fall of Pensacola, in early 1862 Union troops occupied St. Augustine, the island of Fernandina, and Jacksonville, the principal town in eastern Florida, for the first of four times during the war. Other towns suffered similar fates.

Although there were several small skirmishes in Florida, the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864) was the only significant military engagement in the state. The battle took place at a train station in northern Florida. The fighting ensued when 5,200 Confederate troops met 5,000 Union troops who were attempting to cut off the Confederate supply route near Lake City, Florida. After six hours of combat and about 3,000 fatalities, the Confederates drove the Federals back to Jacksonville.

Despite the Union blockades of its ports and the occupation of many towns during the war, Florida’s large supply of cattle and salt made it an important component of the Confederate war effort. At the height of the war, Floridians provided nearly 600 head of cattle a day for the war effort. Floridians also periodically provided fruit and fish in the latter part of the war.

Florida officially surrendered on April 26, 1865, three weeks after its despondent governor, John Milton, committed suicide.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Jacksonville, Florida

City located on the northeastern coast of Florida. Founded in 1791, Jacksonville was named for President Andrew Jackson in 1822 and is located along the St. Johns River, southwest of Amelia Island. Jacksonville is about 125 miles south of Savannah, Georgia, and some 350 miles north of Miami, Florida. Jacksonville was a relatively small town in 1860, with a population of 2,118 people. Like much of the lower Southeast coast, Jacksonville experiences long, hot, humid summers and short relatively warm winters. Frost is usually not widespread, and frozen precipitation is rare.
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Military signal tower at Jacksonville, Florida. Jacksonville was occupied by Federal troops on March 12, 1862, the first of four times during the war. (Library of Congress)

By 1860, Jacksonville’s chief function was as an entrepôt for cattle and hogs raised in the state that were being shipped north and west. The city had port facilities, but the volume of cargo handled there was quite small. For much of the Civil War the Union Navy blockaded Jacksonville, meaning that few ships entered or departed port after early 1862.

Union troops occupied Jacksonville on four separate occasions during the war, although the city never saw any combat per se. In March 1862, Union forces entered Jacksonville virtually unopposed; they departed less than a month later. The Federals returned in October 1862 and commenced another occupation that lasted for five months. Meanwhile, Union gunboats and other naval vessels plied the St. Johns River. In March 1863 just two weeks after the second occupation had ended, Union troops again occupied Jacksonville, this time for just 19 days. In February 1864, Union troops again took Jacksonville and mobilized for the February 20, 1864, Battle of Olustee from the city, which ended in a Union defeat. In August 1864, Union forces began pulling troops out of northern Florida to reinforce Union campaigns farther to the north.

The back-and-forth occupations and long naval blockade of Jacksonville exacted a heavy toll on the city. By 1865 many of its inhabitants were destitute, and the buildings and homes looked decrepit. By the early 20th century, Jacksonville enjoyed a prosperous economy. The city sat at the intersection or terminus of several national rail lines, and its port had begun to handle increasing amounts of cargo. Jacksonville later became home to expansive naval installations, and by the early 21st century the city and its metropolitan area boasted a population of more than 1.5 million people.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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St. Augustine, Florida

Located in St. Johns County on the coast of northeastern Florida, south of Jacksonville, St. Augustine was the largest settlement in Spanish-held East Florida until 1819, when the United States formally took control of Florida. First settled by Europeans in 1565, St. Augustine was an isolated outpost of a declining empire by the early 1800s; it was not prosperous, and the government in Madrid did not give it high priority. Governor Juan José de Estrada (1811–1812, 1815–1816) had too few troops to enforce law and order, and American settlers living there constantly agitated for annexation to the United States. Before 1819, St. Augustine served as a trade center where Seminole Indians acquired weapons, with tacit government approval, to use against Americans in Georgia. The colony was also a haven for slaves escaping from the United States who sometimes joined the Seminoles in fighting Americans in Georgia.

In 1860, St. Augustine was a sleepy little town with fewer than 2,000 permanent residents. It did, however, boast the oldest masonry fort in North America: Fort Marion. Fort Marion, a massive structure, was built by the Spanish between 1672 and 1695. It was known as Castillo de San Marcos until 1825. After that date, U.S. Army engineers made numerous modifications to the structure, which became part of the U.S. coastal defense network.

On January 7, 1861, just prior to Florida’s secession from the Union, Florida militiamen moved against Fort Marion, easily sweeping aside the tiny U.S. Army garrison there. Florida troops, numbering between 800 and 1,000, held the fort and the surrounding town of St. Augustine until March 11, 1862, at which time Union troops moved in and took control. The Union retained control of St. Augustine and Fort Marion until war’s end. Union forces stiffened the fort’s defenses between 1862 and 1863. The Confederates, meanwhile, rightly assumed that the area was too well defended to attempt an attack or reoccupation. During the Union occupation, the local economy prospered by providing Union troops with food and other supplies.
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Tallahassee, Florida

Capital of the state of Florida and the only Confederate state capital that did not fall to Union forces during the Civil War. Tallahassee, which had an 1860 population of under 500 permanent residents, is located in Leon County in the eastern portion of the Florida Panhandle, not far from the Georgia border. Tallahassee was selected as the permanent state capital in 1824 because it is roughly equidistant from Pensacola and St. Augustine, two towns of historic note at the time and the state’s largest population centers. The area that became Tallahassee was first an Apalachee Indian tribal town known as Anhaica prior to European contact in the 16th century. “Tallahassee” is a Muskogean Indian word often translated as “old fields.”

During the years between 1824 and 1860, Tallahassee remained a small, sleepy, frontier-like capital. The area had little if any industry of note and was chiefly dependent upon agriculture, particularly cotton and tobacco cultivation. Tallahassee was first served by a rail line in 1834 when the Tallahassee Railroad linked Tallahassee with St. Marks, Florida, to the south and west along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. The railroad helped move cotton grown in the interior of the panhandle to ships on the coast. The area in and around Tallahassee experienced more rapid growth in the 1850s with the establishment there of several large cotton and tobacco plantations.

The only fighting in the vicinity of Tallahassee during the Civil War occurred on March 6, 1865, in the Battle of Natural Bridge, southeast of the town in Leon County. The engagement resulted when Union forces under Brigadier General John Newton, commander of the District of West Florida, planned to defeat Confederate forces that had attacked Cedar Key and Fort Myers and then march on Tallahassee. The operation was unsuccessful and ensured that Tallahassee remained in Confederate hands until war’s end.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Jefferson

Massive masonry coastal fortification located in Monroe County, Florida, on Garden Key in the Dry Tortugas some 70 miles west of Key West, Florida. A series of small keys, or low-lying islands, the Dry Tortugas are so-named because they have no sources of freshwater. Like all of the Florida keys, the Dry Tortugas lie on the dividing line between the subtropical and tropical climate ranges, meaning they are free of frost and have a relatively narrow band of temperature difference between summer and winter. They are, however, highly vulnerable to hurricanes during the summer and autumn.

In 1826, the U.S. government constructed a brick lighthouse 65 feet in height on Garden Key. Several years later in 1829, U.S. Navy commodore John Rodgers paid a visit to the Dry Tortugas in an attempt to locate a suitable spot for a seacoast fortification that would protect shipping in the Gulf of Mexico and the Straits of Florida and prevent hostile powers from taking control of the island chain. He wrote a detailed report in which he urged U.S. government officials to consider the Dry Tortugas as the site for a major defensive installation. Work finally began on the structure in 1846, which would be named for President Thomas Jefferson. The existing lighthouse and lighthouse keeper’s quarters would be contained within the walls of the fort.

It took many years to build the fort, which required more than 16 million bricks to construct and is the biggest masonry structure in the Western Hemisphere. Indeed, construction was never actually completed before the fort was decommissioned in 1888. Fort Jefferson is a triple-tiered six-sided structure that was capable of housing 410 heavy guns mounted inside the fort’s walls in open casemates that face the sea. Four of the structure’s walls are 477 feet long; the remaining two are 325 feet in length. All are several feet thick and made of solid masonry. The entire structure was surrounded by a wide and deep saltwater moat. Sand-filled columns were designed to capture and filter rainwater from the structure’s roofs, which would then be stored in underground cisterns. Saltwater intrusion, however, eventually foiled the system, so freshwater had to be shipped into the facility.

Inside the walls were barracks and officers’ quarters, storehouses, a kitchen, workshops, a powder magazine, and a huge courtyard and parade ground. Fort Jefferson also served as a prison before, during, and after the Civil War, and so prisoners, slaves, civilians, and military personnel all worked on the fortification. Fort Jefferson reached its peak military population during the Civil War, which then numbered about 1,700. In addition, there were some 300 other individuals, including civilian contractors, prisoners, and a few families of the military personnel there. By 1865 after the war ended, the fort’s population fell to about 1,000, including about 525 prisoners. Most of the prisoners at Fort Jefferson were enlisted men court-martialed for desertion; among civilian prisoners were chiefly those accused of robbery. The facility did not house any violent prisoners. The most famous inmates included several people involved in the Abraham Lincoln assassination conspiracy, the most notable of whom was Dr. Samuel Mudd. Fort Jefferson, however, saw no military action during the war.

By 1888, the federal government determined that Fort Jefferson was no longer needed as an active military base, even though it was still only about 75 percent complete. That same year, the facility was transformed into a marine hospital where victims of communicable diseases were quarantined. In 1935, the fort was designated a National Monument. In 1992, it was designated as a National Park.
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Fort Marion

Largest stone block fortification in the continental United States that was built by the Spanish between 1672 and 1695 at St. Augustine, on Florida’s northeastern coast. Until 1825, when the fort was named for American Revolutionary War hero General Francis Marion, Fort Marion, the oldest surviving masonry fort in North America, was known as Castillo de San Marcos. The United States had formally taken possession of Florida from Spain four years earlier in 1821 as a result of the Adams-Onís Treaty of 1819.

The Spanish commenced construction of the fort because of British privateer attacks against Spanish settlements in the region. Castillo de San Marcos was also designed to protect shipping between colonial possessions in the Caribbean and Latin America and Spain.

A square-shaped redoubt, Fort Marion featured 60-foot-high walls made of blocks of coquina, or tabby, a masonry-like substance made of crushed seashells and sand that is structurally stronger than bricks or other masonry. At each corner a four-sided bastion jutted out from the main structure. The oddly shaped four-sided bastions made it appear that the fort was triangular. The entire structure was surrounded by a wet moat, beyond which was a secondary defensive wall that also acted as a seawall. During the 18th century, another forward defensive wall was added for additional protection. On the landward sides, a glacis offered further protection. Numerous embrasures cut into the top of the curtain walls housed heavy cannon of varying sizes and caliber. Below those were infantry embrasures so that soldiers could deploy and fire muskets and other small arms without leaving the confines of the fort.

Castillo de San Marcos endured numerous attacks, first in 1702 when British troops from the nearby Carolina colony sacked St. Augustine. In 1740 the British attacked again, but as in 1702 they were unable to seize the fort. After the British took control of Florida in 1763, a result of the French and Indian War, they made improvements to it in 1775. During the American Revolutionary War, the redoubt served as a prison for captured Patriots. Spain regained control of Florida in 1783 and made other changes to the fort, although by the early 19th century the redoubt was becoming increasingly obsolete because of advancements in arms technology. The United States took possession of the fort on July 10, 1821.

Although the U.S. War Department maintained the site as an active military installation, many now doubted its usefulness, as most modern artillery was then capable of breaching the fort’s walls. On January 7, 1861, just prior to Florida’s secession from the Union, Florida militiamen moved against Fort Marion, easily sweeping aside the tiny U.S. Army garrison there. Florida troops, numbering between 800 and 1,000, held the fort and the surrounding town of St. Augustine until March 11, 1862, at which time Union troops moved in and took control. The Union retained control of St. Augustine and Fort Marion until war’s end. Union forces stiffened the fort’s defenses between 1862 and 1863. The Confederates, meanwhile, rightly assumed that the area was too well defended to attempt an attack or reoccupation.

During the 1870s and 1880s, Fort Marion was used to imprison Native Americans implicated in fomenting rebellions and massacres in the American Southwest. The fort was later used by the Bureau of Indian Affairs to enroll Native American children in Carlisle, Pennsylvania’s Federal Indian School. Designated a National Monument in 1924, in 1942 the redoubt was renamed Castillo de San Marcos in honor of its long Spanish heritage. It has since undergone substantial restoration. Now controlled by the U.S. Parks Service, it can be toured by the public.
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Fort Pickens

Brick and masonry fort built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers between 1829 and 1834 and located on the western tip of Santa Rosa Island at the entrance to Pensacola Bay in the Florida Panhandle. Fort Pickens, named for American Revolutionary War brigadier general Andrew Pickens, was built to guard the eastern edge of the bay entrance. The fort was part of the Third System of coastal defense built after the War of 1812. Much of the redoubt’s construction was accomplished with slave labor.

At the time of the Civil War, Fort Pickens was a five-sided fort with corner bastions that allowed defenders to fire on anyone who approached its walls too closely. It was also a multilevel fort. On one level were guns positioned to fire from within masonry-reinforced rooms in the fort’s walls known as casemates; another tier of guns could fire over the fort’s walls. Two other forts, McRee and Barrancas, completed the defenses of Pensacola Bay and the adjoining Pensacola Navy Yard. All three forts were part of the Third System.

In early 1861, U.S. troops abandoned Forts McRee and Barrancas, which were not as easily defended, and withdrew to Fort Pickens. On March 28, 1861, newly inaugurated U.S. president Abraham Lincoln decided to reinforce Fort Pickens, and Union reinforcements were landed there during the night of April 12, 1861. Thereafter, Union troops fortified the defenses at Fort Pickens, while Confederate troops reinforced nearby Forts McRee and Barrancas. Despite a Confederate attack on Fort Pickens on October 9, the facility would remain in Union hands until war’s end, one of the few forts in the South to have that distinction.
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A Currier & Ives lithograph of Fort Pickens in Pensacola Harbor, Florida, during the Civil War. The fort remained in Union hands throughout the war. (Library of Congress)

Union control of Fort Pickens made the Confederate hold on Pensacola precarious and untenable and helped prompt the Confederate evacuation there in May 1862. Fort Pickens kept Southerners from using Pensacola Bay as a haven for blockade-runners, and after the Confederate evacuation, Union forces restored the naval yard and employed it as a repair base for ships of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron and for ships involved in the battles at Vicksburg, Port Hudson, and Mobile Bay.

As naval and artillery technology changed rapidly after the Civil War, Fort Pickens was continuously improved, and between 1890 and 1942, 10 large concrete artillery batteries were added to the site. Part of the so-called Endicott Plan, these gun batteries were not concentrated within the fort itself; rather, they were dispersed over a wide area. This helped ensure that if one battery was damaged or destroyed during hostile action, the others would remain operational. During 1886–1887, Apache Indian leader Geronimo and some of his followers were imprisoned at Fort Pickens. The advent of guided missiles, atom bombs, and long-range bombers after World War II rendered Fort Pickens obsolete, and it was then decommissioned. The fort and the surrounding land were a Florida State Park until 1971, when the National Park Service took possession. Following extensive repairs and renovation, Fort Pickens was reopened to the public in 1976.
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Pensacola Navy Yard

U.S. Navy facility located at the southern tip of Escambia County, Florida, on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, and controlled by Confederate secessionists from January 1861 to May 1862, at which time it again came under U.S. control. Established in 1825 as the only Florida port facility located on the Gulf of Mexico, it saw limited use before the Civil War. Until the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), government funding had been allocated mostly to East Coast navy yards. However, by 1848 Pensacola had been transformed into a strategic post. By the time of the Civil War, the yard had a building slip and a floating dry dock.

Secessionists took over the navy yard without a struggle on January 14, 1861, and burned it just before Union reoccupation on May 9, 1862. Flag Officer (later admiral) David G. Farragut subsequently selected Pensacola as the home port for the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. For the remainder of the war, the Pensacola Navy Yard was used as a repair facility, although its lack of heavy machinery hampered its effectiveness. After the war, the ruins of the navy yard were cleared away, and construction began on a navy base. Today, the site is used as a naval air station, which was first established in 1913 four years prior to America’s entry into World War I.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Milton, John (1807–1865)

Governor of Florida (1861–1865). Born in Louisville, Georgia, on April 20, 1807, John Milton attended the University of Georgia. Around 1825, he was admitted to the Georgia bar and opened a law practice in Columbus. Milton served as a volunteer captain in the Second Seminole War from 1835 to 1837. After moving to Jackson County, Florida, in 1846, he managed a successful plantation, amassing thousands of acres of farmland.

Drawn to politics by his wealth and community standing, Milton became a Democratic state presidential elector in 1848 and a state senator in 1850. After securing his state’s Democratic nomination for governor, Milton attended the Florida Secession Convention in January 1861. After the convention voted for secession, he was elected governor on October 7 and took office in October 1861.

Believing that his predecessor, Governor Madison Starke Perry, had rushed into secession without having first developed a sound strategy to prepare the state for conflict, Milton did everything he could to organize Florida’s war effort. But after the Confederate War Department took control of Florida’s volunteer army in 1862, it transferred most soldiers to more pressing battle fronts outside the state. Milton was now unable to adequately defend Florida against Union invasion, and during 1862–1864 northeastern Florida fell under Union occupation four separate times. Only a few small but effective Confederate cavalry patrols and the Union defeat at the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864) kept the state from Union control.

Extremely cooperative with the Confederate War Department, Milton refrained from using the states’ rights philosophy to challenge central orders and requisitions. He helped finance the war with repeated printings of state treasury bonds, and he convinced Florida planters to grow food to help feed Confederate soldiers rather than produce cash crops, such as cotton. Exhausted and discouraged by the course of events, Milton returned to his plantation shortly before the war’s end. On April 1, 1865, he committed suicide.

JIM PIECUCH AND ANGELA D. TOOLEY

Further Reading

Parker, Daisy. “John Milton, Governor of Florida: A Loyal Confederate.” Florida Historical Quarterly 20(2) (April 1942): 346–361.

Yearns, W. Buck. The Confederate Governors. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985.

Perry, Madison Starke (1814–1865)

Governor of Florida (1857–1861) and Confederate officer. Madison Starke Perry was born in Lancaster District, South Carolina, sometime in 1814. Moving to Florida in the mid-1840s, he purchased farmland in Alachua County and became a planter. In 1848 Perry, a Democrat, was elected to the Florida legislature, and in 1850 he gained a seat in the Florida Senate. Campaigning on a strong states’ rights platform, he was elected governor of Florida in 1856.

Alarmed by the results of the 1860 presidential election, Perry orchestrated Florida’s exit from the Union. His November 26 message to the General Assembly inspired the passage of a measure for a state secession convention and the appropriation of funds for arms. Perry traveled to South Carolina to purchase rifled muskets for Florida’s troops. On January 10, 1861, under Perry’s leadership, Florida officially seceded from the Union.

On January 4, 1861, Perry ordered U.S. troops to leave the state and directed the Florida Militia to seize federal posts. Accordingly, on January 6 the militia took the Chattahoochee Arsenal, and on January 7 Fort Marion in St. Augustine fell. In Pensacola on January 12, the Warrington Navy Yard surrendered to Florida Militia units, and the federal government abandoned Forts McRee and Barrancas.

In February 1861 Perry reorganized the state militia, but in March the newly created Confederate War Department took control of Florida’s volunteer army. After Perry had furnished 5,000 Florida soldiers, the Confederate government transferred them outside the state, leaving Florida largely undefended.

In October 1861 Perry passed this precarious situation to his successor, Governor John Milton, and joined the army himself. On April 26, 1862, Perry became colonel of the 7th Florida Infantry Regiment. His command was then ordered to eastern Tennessee, a predominantly Unionist area, to support General Braxton Bragg by performing picket duty around Knoxville.

In June 1863, Perry fell ill and resigned his commission. He died on his plantation near Rochelle, Florida, in March 1865.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Dickison, John Jackson (1816–1902)

Planter, businessman, and intrepid Confederate cavalry officer and guerrilla leader. John Jackson Dickison was born on March 27, 1816, in Monroe County, Virginia, but was reared in South Carolina. As a young man, he became a successful cotton merchant in Georgetown, along South Carolina’s northern coast. He was also a cavalry officer in the state militia. Dickison later moved to Ocala, Florida, where he became a successful and wealthy planter and businessman. In December 1861, he was commissioned a first lieutenant in the Marion Light Artillery based at Fort Clinch. Advanced to captain on July 2, 1862, Dickison was tasked with raising a cavalry unit, which eventually became Company H of the 2nd Florida Cavalry Regiment. Dickison, whose Civil War service was confined to Florida, led his company on numerous raids in northeastern Florida before distinguishing himself in May 1864.

On May 21, 1864, a civilian Confederate spy living near Palatka, Florida, along the St. Johns River, whose home had been taken over by Union troops overheard Union officers discussing a plan to attack nearby Confederate troops. The informant stole away from her residence, informed Dickison of the plans, and returned home undetected. That evening, Dickison and about 50 of his cavalrymen crossed the St. Johns River and hid, waiting for Union vessels to steam up the river. As the Union gunboats and a transport arrived as anticipated on the morning of May 22, Dickison’s men opened fire on the vessels from artillery pieces placed along the riverbanks under cover of night. A skirmish ensued, during which Confederate forces suffered only 2 losses while reported Union losses were 72 wounded or killed. Even more significant perhaps, Dickison’s men managed to capture one of the Union vessels, the side-wheeler gunboat Columbine. After emptying the ship of arms and supplies, the Confederates burned it. Almost all of the Union losses were from the Columbine. The incident was among just a small handful in which a Union warship was taken by land-based Confederate troops; it was also the only reported engagement in U.S. military history in which a cavalry outfit destroyed a gunboat. The action on May 22 came to be known as the Battle of Horse Landing.

During June and July 1864, Dickison’s men engaged in several small raids and skirmishes against Union troops in the vicinity of St. Augustine. Dickison was informed on August 17, 1864, that a contingent of Union troops had converged on the small town of Starke, Florida, not far from Gainesville, and had burned numerous Confederate railroad cars. Dickison hastened toward Gainesville with fewer than 225 men, catching a Union detachment of 380 men by surprise. The ensuing melee saw 29 Union troops killed, 5 wounded, and about 175 captured. The Confederates suffered just 1 killed and 5 wounded. Dickison’s action ensured that Gainesville would remain in Confederate control until war’s end and forced Union troops to withdraw from the interior and take up positions at St. Augustine and Jacksonville along the coast.

After being captured outside the town of Waldo, Florida, in early 1865, Dickison was imprisoned but was promoted to colonel in May 1865, just prior to the last surrender of Confederate troops. On May 20 he was paroled and released. After his release, he aided Confederate secretary of war John C. Breckinridge’s flight to Cuba. After the war, Dickison continued his business and agricultural pursuits and served as commander of Florida’s United Confederate Veterans. He also served as Florida’s adjutant general and sat in the state legislature. Dickinson, a bona fide war hero, died at his home in Marion County, Florida, on August 23, 1902.
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Loring, William Wing (1818–1886)

Confederate officer. William Wing Loring was born on December 4, 1818, in Wilmington, North Carolina. When he was quite young, he moved with his family to St. Augustine, Florida. At age 14, he joined the Florida Militia and saw action against the Seminoles at the beginning of the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). The following year against his father’s admonitions, Loring went to Texas to fight in the Texas Revolution. His father, however, insisted upon his return, and the young Loring returned to Florida, where he saw more action during the Second Seminole War, ultimately rising to the rank of second lieutenant.

Loring then attended boarding school in Virginia and studied at Georgetown University. He next studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1842. From 1843 to 1845, he served in the Florida House of Representatives while at the same time practicing law.

In 1846 Loring received a direct commission as captain in the new Regiment of Mounted Rifles. Promoted to major the following year, he commanded the regiment in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Loring saw considerable action during the 1847 Mexico City Campaign and was severely wounded—losing his left arm—at the Battle of Chapultepec. He was twice brevetted for his service during the war and in 1848 was promoted to lieutenant colonel.

Loring remained in the army, serving in the American West and engaging in sporadic skirmishes there with Native Americans. In 1856 he was promoted to colonel, the youngest in the regular army at the time, and in 1859 he traveled to Europe, where he studied military tactics. He also visited Egypt and Turkey.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Loring declared for the Confederacy and was appointed a colonel, only to be elevated to brigadier general on May 20, 1861. He was given command of troops in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia). Loring saw action at the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861). In December, Loring’s brigade was assigned to Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s command.

On January 23, 1862, Jackson positioned Loring at Romney in western Virginia with three brigades, ordering him to occupy Romney and hold it against a potential Union offensive. Already annoyed with his commander, Loring complained to the Confederate War Department that his men were in a dangerous and exposed position. When Confederate secretary of war Judah Benjamin telegraphed Jackson to recall Loring’s three brigades, Jackson threatened to resign his commission, and it was only upon the direct intervention of Virginia’s governor that he agreed to continue.

Following this so-called Loring-Jackson Controversy, Loring received promotion to major general in February 1862 and command of the Army of Southwestern Virginia. That December he was transferred to Mississippi, where he commanded a division under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton. During Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s attempt to assault Vicksburg from the north during the winter and early spring of 1863 in the Yazoo Pass Expedition, Loring famously stood on a cotton bale and exhorted his men to “Give them blizzards, boys!” From then on, he carried the nickname “Old Blizzards.” Loring’s division was separated from Pemberton’s command following the Confederate defeat at Champion Hill on May 16, 1863, and thus was not forced to surrender when Vicksburg fell on July 4. Loring joined General Joseph Johnston’s force and fought during the Siege of Jackson (July 10–16, 1863) and during the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864).

Loring commanded his division under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk during the early stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), and when Polk died in June 1864, Loring briefly commanded his corps in the Army of Tennessee. Wounded during the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28, 1864), Loring returned to duty for General John Bell Hood’s invasion of Tennessee (November–December) and saw action in the Carolina Campaign (January–April 1865).

When the Civil War ended in 1865, Loring engaged in banking in New York before traveling to Egypt, where he served as a senior army officer until 1879. Returning home, in 1884 he published A Confederate Soldier in Egypt. Loring died in New York City on December 30, 1886.
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Smith, Edmund Kirby (1824–1893)

Confederate officer. Edmund Kirby Smith was born in St. Augustine, Florida, on May 16, 1824. Smith graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted for gallantry at the Battle of Cerro Gordo, the Battle of Contreras, and the Battle of Churubusco. In 1849 he returned to West Point to teach mathematics and remained there until 1852. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1851, in 1855 he became a captain in the new 2nd Cavalry Regiment, participating in numerous skirmishes with Comanches and other Native American tribes of the Southwest. He was promoted to major in January 1861.

Smith opposed Southern secession after the election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860, but when Smith’s home state of Florida seceded from the Union, he resigned from the U.S. Army and accepted a commission as a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate Army. At the outset of the war, Smith was General Joseph E. Johnston’s chief of staff and helped to prepare incoming recruits for the Army of the Shenandoah. In June 1861 Smith was promoted to brigadier general and took command of a brigade. Wounded at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), where he played an important role in the Confederate victory, he was promoted to major general and assigned command of the Department of East Tennessee to work in tandem with General Braxton Bragg in Tennessee in an invasion of Kentucky. Smith’s forces garnered a notable victory in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky.

After a promising start, the Confederates were repelled in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). Bitterly disappointed, Smith nearly gave up his commission to enter the ministry. That same month, though, he was promoted to lieutenant general and reassigned to command the Trans-Mississippi Department. The region became known as Kirby Smithdom when his administrative apparatus was separated from the eastern side of the Mississippi after the Union victory at Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. Promoted to full general in February 1864, Smith operated largely on an independent basis, appointing general officers and granting promotions based on the realities of the Trans-Mississippi theater. Most of these appointments and promotions could not be confirmed due to the isolated nature of his command.
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Edmund Kirby Smith commanded the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department as a lieutenant general. Promoted to full general early in 1864, he proved a capable leader, defending his vast area with but scant resources. (Library of Congress)

Smith proved to be generally successful in defending his vast department. In 1864 his forces defeated Union efforts to take western Louisiana and invade Texas in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 27, 1864) and turned back the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864), a supporting Union effort in Arkansas. But the tide of the war had turned decisively in favor of the Union, and with the surrenders of the field armies east of the Mississippi, Smith formally surrendered on May 26, 1865.

Following the war, Smith was affiliated with an insurance company and a telegraph company, both of which failed. From 1870 to 1875, he was president of the University of Nashville. Smith then taught mathematics at the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, from 1875 until his death there on March 28, 1893.
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NOTABLE BATTLES

Pensacola, Union Occupation of (May 10, 1862)

Uncontested Union recapture of the vital Florida harbor city of Pensacola. When Florida seceded from the Union on January 10, 1861, Lieutenant Adam J. Slemmer commanded the U.S. Army garrison of 51 men at Fort Barrancas in Pensacola. After a mob of local citizens attempted to seize the federal arsenal at the fort, on January 9, 1861, Slemmer destroyed the stocks of military supplies there and withdrew his garrison, along with 30 sailors from the nearby shipyard, across the bay to Fort Pickens on the western end of Santa Rosa Island. The next day, some 1,000 Florida and Alabama militiamen peacefully occupied Pensacola. The new Confederate government of Florida asked Slemmer to surrender Fort Pickens, but he refused.

At the time, state forces refrained from attacking the post. Later in 1861, Confederate artillery batteries on the mainland sporadically shelled Fort Pickens but did not present a serious threat to the garrison. On October 9, 1861, a Confederate force of more than 1,000 men attacked Fort Pickens’s outworks but failed to take the fort. As the war progressed, the Confederates abandoned their quasi siege of Fort Pickens.

The Union invasion of Tennessee in early 1862 and the need to shift forces to meet that threat compelled the Confederate government to evacuate Pensacola. On May 9, 1862, Confederate forces set fire to the shipyard and other military installations and withdrew. The next day, Union forces under Brigadier General Lewis G. Arnold officially occupied the city. Pensacola remained in Union hands for the rest of the war. The West Gulf Blockading Squadron used the shipyard as its base of operations, and the Union Army launched numerous raids and expeditions from Fort Barrancas into Alabama and western Florida.
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Olustee, Battle of (February 20, 1864)

Engagement during an abortive Union attempt to establish control over northern Florida. Fought about 50 miles southwest of Jacksonville in Baker County on February 20, 1864, the Battle of Olustee was the largest engagement in Florida during the war.

The campaign in northern Florida was the brainchild of Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase, who would seek the Republican nomination for president in 1864. He believed that a successful campaign in Florida, assisted by Unionists there, could bring Florida back into the Union, greatly aiding his political aspirations. President Abraham Lincoln, with his own political future in mind, endorsed the idea. In December 1863 Major General Quincy A. Gillmore, commander of the Department of the South that included Florida, embraced the plan.

The War Department approved the plan on February 7, 1864. Union troops were to move inland from Jacksonville, securing Unionist strongholds and destroying Confederate supplies and rail lines. Gillmore dispatched Brigadier General Truman Seymour and a division of 5,500 men, which arrived at Jacksonville by water in mid-February. They then began moving west, with the goal of capturing the rail depot at Olustee on the Florida, Atlantic & Gulf Railroad. Seymour encountered almost no Confederate opposition. Union troops seized towns, torched Confederate camps and supply centers, and freed slaves as they marched west.

On February 20 as the Union troops approached the Olustee Depot, Seymour encountered Confederate brigadier general Joseph Finegan and a large infantry force of some 5,000 men, supported by 12 guns. Finegan sent forward an infantry brigade under Brigadier General Alfred Colquitt to engage the Union troops, and Seymour ordered his leading brigade to seize Colquitt’s artillery. The Union troops were quickly cut down. Indeed, many were so unnerved by the enfilading Confederate fire that they fled to the rear, and the pursuing Confederates seized 2 Union guns.

Heavy fighting lasted for several hours. Seymour ordered another frontal assault, which was beaten back and resulted in the loss of three additional Union guns. Late in the day Finegan committed his reserves, breaking the Union line. In late afternoon, Seymour ordered a general retreat eastward.

Union casualties in the battle were 1,861 dead or wounded, a 34 percent casualty rate, while the Confederates suffered only 946 casualties, or about 19 percent. Finnegan botched the pursuit, however, and Seymour’s force reached Jacksonville without further loss and was soon back in South Carolina.
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Natural Bridge, Battle of (March 6, 1865)

Engagement that occurred southeast of Tallahassee, Florida, during the St. Marks Campaign (March 4–7, 1865). The Battle of Natural Bridge resulted from the attempt by Union forces under Brigadier General John Newton, commander of the District of West Florida, to defeat Confederate troops who had attacked Cedar Key and Fort Myers and then, if possible, march on Tallahassee. The engagement began as a joint army-navy operation, but the navy had trouble getting its ships up the St. Marks River.

On the night of March 4, 1,000 men of the 2nd and 99th U.S. Colored Troops Infantry Regiments and elements of the 2nd Florida Cavalry disembarked at the mouth of the St. Marks River. The destruction of a railroad bridge over the river by local defense forces, however, forced Newton to seek another way across the St. Marks River.

On March 6 Newton attempted to cross at Natural Bridge, a point where the St. Marks River dips underground for several hundred feet, creating a natural bridge. The narrow space allowed the outnumbered defenders, consisting of the 2nd Florida Cavalry Battalion, local militia, and a cadet company from the West Florida Seminary (now Florida State University), all under Brigadier General William Miller, to entrench and catch the Union charge in a deadly crossfire. Newton then withdrew to the cover of the Union ships.

In the Battle of Natural Bridge, the Union suffered about 148 casualties, while Confederate losses numbered 3 killed and at least 28 wounded. The battle ensured that Tallahassee would be the only Confederate state capital east of the Mississippi River not captured by Union troops before the end of the Civil War and also served to boost sagging Confederate morale.
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Georgia

INTRODUCTION

Georgia, located in the Deep South along the Eastern Seaboard, borders Alabama to the west, South Carolina and the Atlantic Ocean to the east, Tennessee and North Carolina to the north, and Florida to the south. With nearly 59,000 square miles, Georgia was the second-largest state in the Confederacy and the largest state east of the Mississippi River. Only Texas in the Confederacy was larger. Georgia’s fairly extensive system of railroads—with Atlanta as a hub—along with its arsenals, growing industrial base, and the strategic port of Savannah, made it vital to the South’s war effort as a source of matériel and manpower. Georgia’s 1860 population was 1,023,801, of whom 576,719 were white and 447,002 were African American. Of the African American population, all but 1,225 were slaves, making the state second only to Virginia in total slave population. The majority of Georgians lived in rural areas, and only one county had more than 30,000 people. The economy depended largely on a slave-based plantation system that produced cotton, the state’s main commercial crop.

The Democratic Party, dominated by the wealthy plantation families, controlled antebellum Georgia politics, although the plantation owners faced growing challenges from smallholders and a growing urban business class. Public opinion overwhelmingly favored slavery but was deeply divided over the issue of secession. Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860 tipped the balance in favor of the secessionists, who were led principally by Governor Joseph E. Brown. On January 21, 1861, the state legislature approved a secession ordinance, and Georgia became the fourth state to leave the Union.

The ensuing war radically altered Georgia’s economy and society. For the first three years of war, there was little fighting in Georgia except for some skirmishes along its short seacoast until the September 1863 Chickamauga Campaign brought the war into the far northern part of the state. As a result, industrial development proceeded virtually unimpaired, particularly in textiles, lumber milling, munitions and arms production, and railroads.

Union major general William T. Sherman’s army entered northern Georgia in the spring of 1864, bringing the full fury of the war to the state. The capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, marked the culmination of a costly extended Union campaign. This had devastating consequences for both the state and the Confederacy as a whole. For Georgians, however, the ordeal was just beginning. Sherman then elected to destroy anything in Atlanta of military value, cut loose from his supply lines, and march his army east to the sea, living off the land as it went. Sherman’s March to the Sea commenced on November 1, 1864, and ended on December 20, when Sherman’s troops entered Savannah. Union troops left behind no civil administration or governing infrastructure in the areas they had passed through, resulting in a state that was in social, economic, and political chaos. The one bright spot for Georgians was that Sherman opted not to destroy Savannah, having apparently been smitten by its beauty.

Along with Georgia’s economic contributions, the state sent 100,000 men to the Confederate Army, with most serving in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia; however, a fairly large number also served in the West. Overall, Georgia raised 66 infantry regiments and numerous cavalry and artillery units. Among those 100,000 men, 18,352 died of all causes.

Conscription and the use of state reserves and militias outside of Georgia, however, became points of conflict between Governor Brown and the Confederate government in Richmond. The Confederate Congress had authorized the creation of local defense units in 1861, and when conscription was expanded in 1864, this created state reserves of all adult males between the ages of 17 and 50. Brown, a strong states’ rights advocate, used the state militia to protect many Georgians from being drafted into the regular Confederate Army. However, the Georgia Militia and the state reserve served with Confederate regular units during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and in opposing the subsequent Union March to the Sea in November–December 1864.

In the period following the collapse of the Confederacy in 1865, Georgia was placed under military rule. After a new Reconstruction legislature ratified the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in July 1868, civil government was restored. On July 18, 1870, after Georgia ratified the Fifteenth Amendment, the state was formally readmitted to the Union.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Atlanta, Georgia

Strategic city located in northwestern Georgia in the Chattahoochee River watershed. Atlanta, which had an 1860 population of 9,554, lies astride the Eastern Continental Divide at the edge of the Appalachian Mountains. The divide bifurcates the city, which explains the importance of railroads to Atlanta’s history. In 1836 Georgia lawmakers approved the construction of the Western & Atlantic Railroad, which eventually would link Savannah to the south and east with points to the north and west of Georgia. A small settlement called Terminus (because it was the terminus of several rail lines) was founded in 1837 in what would become Atlanta. From there, links would be made to the Georgia Railroad based at Macon and the Macon & Western Railroad, which connected Savannah with Macon.

The town would not be incorporated until 1847, at which time it took the name Atlanta. Atlanta grew steadily, if not spectacularly, between the late 1840s and 1860, but by the eve of the Civil War, it had become a place of considerable strategic value owing to its rail links, warehouses, and manufacturing base.

By 1861, Atlanta was served not only by important rail lines but also by numerous well-maintained roads that linked the city with Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, and Alabama. For these reasons, Atlanta quickly became a hub of Confederate military logistics and supply operations. Confederate authorities stored considerable quantities of arms, ammunition, food, forage, clothing, and many other supplies in the city, most of which were bound for the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters of war.

In addition, Atlanta’s industrial concerns, especially the Atlanta Rolling Mill, provided various war matériel. The Atlanta Rolling Mill produced armor plating for Confederate ironclads and also produced and reprocessed railroad tracks. As the Civil War progressed other war-related industries sprang up in Atlanta, including foundries, sawmills, tanneries, leatherworks, and machine shops. By 1864, the city’s population—now more than 20,000—had doubled from 1860.

After Vicksburg fell to Union forces in July 1863, Confederate officials became concerned that Atlanta was increasingly vulnerable to a Union assault. Thus, in August 1863 construction commenced on a 10-mile circle of interconnected forts, redoubts, earthworks, and trenches situated about 1 mile from the center of Atlanta. Although the Confederates knew that such defenses could not fully protect the city from a full-bore attack, they hoped that the defensive lines, which were largely completed by December 1863, would slow a Union offense and buy time to allow for the arrival of reinforcements. As it turned out, most of these forts and redoubts were bypassed during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), orchestrated by Union major general William T. Sherman.

Sherman’s force, numbering some 98,000 men, waged a generally well-planned and well-executed expedition to take Atlanta, which was accomplished in almost exactly four months. When Atlanta was surrendered on September 2, 1864, Sherman established his headquarters there and remained in the city until mid-November, when he commenced his November–December March to the Sea. The fall of Atlanta provided a considerable morale boost to the Union war effort and is credited with aiding in President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection in November.

On November 11 as Sherman’s main force was about to leave Atlanta, Sherman ordered the city burned, but pleas for mercy altered his order; hospitals, churches, and most private homes were to be spared. Nevertheless, all of Atlanta’s industry was destroyed, as were the main rail depot and the rail lines leading to it. Atlanta remained under Union occupation until war’s end. After Atlanta’s fall, a mass exodus from the city saw its population plummet to just 3,000. While the Confederates lacked resources to take back Atlanta, Confederate cavalrymen staged numerous raids on Union supply lines outside the city.
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Augusta, Georgia

Major town and industrial center at the time of the Civil War. Augusta is located at the head of the navigable portion of the Savannah River about 110 miles to the northwest of Savannah, Georgia, and 150 miles east-southeast of Atlanta. Augusta’s 1860 population was 12,493, making it Georgia’s second-largest city behind only Savannah. The area that became Augusta had been used for centuries by Native Americans, who used the fall line of the Savannah River to easily cross from one side to the other.

In 1735 James Oglethorpe, who had already founded Savannah, sent a troop detachment upriver to locate the fall line. The resulting settlement was named after Princess Augusta of Saxe-Gotha, the wife of the Prince of Wales. By the mid-1740s, Augusta was linked to Savannah both by the Savannah River and a road. From 1785 to 1795, Augusta served as the capital of Georgia.

In 1845 the Savannah Canal was completed and provided power to local mills and factories. The canal also facilitated the movement of goods around the fall line. By then Augusta had become a major industrial center, featuring textile, sawmill, and paper mills as well as gunpowder and arms manufacturing. Augusta was home to both the Augusta Arsenal and the Augusta Powder Works during the Civil War, making the city among the most strategic in the entire Confederacy. As a result of the war-related industries, Augusta’s population grew sizably between 1861 and 1865. Augusta was also well served by rail lines, including the Georgia Railroad that linked the city to Atlanta, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Tennessee River, making it possible to move goods all the way to the Mississippi River.

By late 1863, several thousand refugees trying to escape the reach of Union armies had flooded Augusta, which led to food and supply shortages of all kinds. Although Union major general William T. Sherman’s marauding army bypassed Augusta during the November–December 1864 March to the Sea, the proximity of Union troops caused widespread panic in the city. In the aftermath of the Civil War, Augusta was under martial law for several years during Reconstruction.
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Columbus, Georgia

City in west-central Georgia adjacent to the Alabama border and some 100 miles to the southwest of Atlanta. Columbus, which had an 1860 population of 9,621, is the seat of Muscogee County. Located at the fall line between the Piedmont and the Atlantic Coastal Plain, the city is situated along the important Chattahoochee River, which provided ample waterpower to operate the city’s numerous textile mills. By the late 1850s, in fact, Columbus was known as the Lowell of the South, in reference to its many textile plants, which made the city not unlike Lowell, Massachusetts, the epicenter of the American textile industry.

When war came in 1861, Columbus’s many industrial concerns stepped up their operations, making the city among the top three or four in the Confederacy for war production. The city’s textile plants made uniforms, tents, flags, sails, and other items, while an ironworks provided the raw materials for all sorts of military applications. Most notably, Columbus was the site of a major Confederate navy yard, located in the Chattahoochee River. Used first for producing boat howitzers, the navy yard established there then engaged in the production of engines and boilers. In time, it became the largest manufacturer of naval machinery within the Confederacy.

On Easter Sunday, April 16, 1865, after General Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, a Union force of about 13,500 men under Brigadier General James H. Wilson assaulted the navy yard. The Confederates attempted to mount a defense but were hopelessly outmanned and outgunned. By the end of the day, almost all of Columbus’s cotton warehouses and industrial works, including the navy yard, lay in ruins.
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Macon, Georgia

Major commercial and industrial center and also the seat of Bibb County, located in central Georgia. Macon is situated at the fall line of the Ocmulgee River and had an 1860 population of 8,132. In 1806, the U.S. government constructed Fort Benjamin Hawkins on a site that would eventually encompass Macon. The fort was designed to provide protection for white settlers along what was then the frontier and to facilitate trade with the area’s Native Americans. A steady influx of settlers and traders to the region resulted in the founding of Macon as an independent city in 1823. The city prospered as an industrial and transportation center and was located in the heart of cotton country.

The region’s cotton planters enriched Macon’s economy, which soon became dependent upon cotton trading, storage, and processing. Beginning in the 1830s, Macon was systematically linked by rail to various parts of the Lower South, including the Tennessee River, which meant that goods could flow all the way to the Mississippi River from Macon. Macon was also linked to the Atlantic coast. By 1860 Macon had become the hub of Georgia’s intrastate rail lines, which counted some 1,400 miles of track. On the eve of the Civil War, Macon was home to several large banks, brickyards, foundries, a cotton mill, and numerous textile mills.

Because of Macon’s central location in the interior of Georgia, it quickly became a strategic Confederate city. For example, it was the Confederacy’s main depository for gold and also housed an important arsenal and ordnance-manufacturing facility. Camp Oglethorpe, located on the edge of the city, served as a prison camp for Union soldiers and officers. As the war progressed, the site also became a hospital for wounded Confederate soldiers. Union forces bypassed Macon during the November–December 1864 March to the Sea, and on April 20, 1865, the city was peaceably surrendered to Union brigadier general James H. Wilson. Because Macon offered no resistance, it was spared the destruction that Wilson’s men had visited upon Columbus, Georgia, to the west, on April 16.
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Milledgeville, Georgia

Seat of Baldwin County, Georgia, and capital of the state during 1804–1868. Located in central Georgia along the fall line of the Oconee River, Milledgeville was founded in 1803 and was designed from the beginning to serve as Georgia’s capital city. Named after Georgia governor John Milledge, the town had an 1860 population of approximately 9,000. During 1804, plans for Milledgeville were completed that mimicked those of Savannah and Washington, D.C., featuring numerous public squares and wide boulevards. That December the Georgia legislature declared Milledgeville the official capital, although the legislature would not begin convening there until 1807.

When it was first established, Milledgeville lay astride the American frontier—to the north and west were huge tracts of unspoiled forests and mountains where few whites lived. Much of that area in fact was still inhabited by significant numbers of Native Americans. Milledgeville grew slowly over the succeeding decades, but by the 1850s or so it had become a regional agricultural and cotton center and had attracted considerable wealth because of its status as the state capital.

On January 19, 1861, Georgia’s secession convention, which met in Milledgeville, passed the state’s secession ordinance. In late 1864, Union major general William T. Sherman’s troops entered the city and virtually destroyed it, torching nearly all state and municipal buildings and other infrastructure. Milledgeville never really recovered from the Civil War, and in 1868 the capital was moved to Atlanta. In 1900, the population of Milledgeville was only 4,219, less than half that of 1860. Today, Milledgeville has a population of about 19,000.
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Savannah, Georgia

Largest city in the state of Georgia during the Civil War and one of the South’s principal ports. Savannah, which had an 1860 population of 22,292, sits along the west bank of the Savannah River opposite South Carolina, which is on the river’s east bank. The city is located about 15 miles from the Atlantic Ocean and is surrounded by a vast network of expansive marshes, bayous, and swamps. The mouth of the Savannah River to the east of downtown Savannah was guarded by Fort Pulaski, located on Cockspur Island, and by Fort McAllister, located to the south of Tybee Island. Fort Jackson, an old brick fort, protected the inland approaches to the city. The Union captured Fort Pulaski in April 1862 and blockaded the mouth of the Savannah River for the remainder of the war, thus strangling the city’s port and trade business.

Savannah, which was founded by James Oglethorpe in 1733, was considered an affluent city in the mid-19th century. Much of the Lower South’s cotton passed through its port bound for foreign markets. The city also boasted considerable manufacturing for a small city in the South, especially upriver from the downtown area; this region even included an ironworks. The city was served by several key rail lines, including the Central of Georgia Railway that linked Savannah with the interior through Macon. Shipbuilding was also a lucrative concern, owing to the city’s proximity to the coast and abundant supplies of pitch and turpentine, which abounded in the forests nearby. Many of southern Georgia’s wealthiest citizens and planters built spectacular homes in and around Savannah, a number of which stand to the present day.

The Civil War had a sizable impact on Savannah, as its economy suffered greatly from the Union blockade. The city remained physically untouched by the war until December 1864, when Major General William T. Sherman laid siege to it and captured it. Sherman’s November–December March to the Sea ended in a Union triumph. Once order had been established in Savannah, Sherman, taken by the natural and architectural beauty of the city, did not order his men to loot or destroy it. Instead, he sent President Abraham Lincoln a cable on December 22 presenting the city to him as an early Christmas gift. After the war the city prospered chiefly because of the Savannah Cotton Exchange, which was created in 1876 and helped set worldwide prices for cotton.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Andersonville Prison

Infamous Confederate facility that housed Union prisoners of war in 1864 and 1865. Andersonville Prison was situated just outside the tiny hamlet of Andersonville, Georgia, in Sumter County, in the southwestern part of the state. Many Confederates referred to it as Camp Sumter. The site was chosen primarily because it was isolated from population centers, was situated along the Southwestern Railroad line, and was surrounded by fertile lands that allegedly could help produce food for the prisoners. In reality, however, the rail line was of no use after Union major general William T. Sherman’s march through Georgia, which severed it. And the abundant agricultural lands nearby were planted mainly with cotton rather than food crops. As a result, the Confederate Army was hard-pressed to provide adequate supplies and nutrition to Andersonville’s inmates. Conditions at the camp deteriorated badly, and by war’s end thousands of prisoners there had died from disease, malnutrition, or abuse.

By late 1863, Confederate officials were growing increasingly concerned with the burgeoning prison population at Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia, which was straining the city’s supplies. By early 1864, the decision had been made to erect a facility near Andersonville to accept Union prisoners being held in Richmond and elsewhere. By then, construction had already begun on a wooden stockade that was to enclose some 16.5 acres of land. Eventually the stockade would enclose 26 acres as the prison’s population swelled. In February 1864 about 500 prisoners arrived at Andersonville, and a Swiss-born immigrant, Major Heinrich (Henry) Wirz, became the camp’s first—and only—commandant. Between February and July 1864 Andersonville’s population exploded, reaching some 32,000 prisoners. The huge influx was due in part to the breakdown of the prisoner-exchange cartel in the spring of 1864.

The exponential increase in detainees being held at Andersonville made an already desperate situation even worse. Medicine, clothing, and food were all in very short supply. Overcrowding was perhaps the most serious affliction of the prison, with facilities designed to hold 8,000–9,000 men jammed with four or more times that number at any given time. The stockade was enlarged on several occasions, and many small wooden huts were constructed using prison labor, but there was never adequate shelter for all of the prisoners. Worse still, the once-clear stream that flowed through the stockade became quickly polluted by latrines that were located too close to it. Diseases such as cholera and dysentery became epidemic in the camp, and thousands of detainees died as a result.

Many prisoners complained bitterly about the hard discipline and lax administrative policies meted out by Wirz, whom many Northerners categorized as a “fiend.” After the war he was tried for “impairing the health and destroying the lives of prisoners” and was found guilty and hanged in November 1865. Many historians, however, claim that he was made a scapegoat and had not systematically abused internees. Indeed, the daily rations he set for his guards and other prison workers were the same as those for the prisoners. To be sure, while Wirz’s reputation may have been exaggerated, there is no doubt that he was a strict and uncompromising disciplinarian.

The worst violence at Andersonville was not instigated by the guards or the administrators; rather, it came from the prisoners themselves. Prisoners who preyed on the weak and the sick, called “raiders,” oftentimes stole from and physically abused and intimidated other prisoners, many of them too ill to fend for themselves. The raiders set up an elaborate bartering system whereby they sold or bartered away their fellow inmates’ food. A group of detainees who vowed to protect fellow inmates from the depredations of the raiders soon formed. They were known as the “regulators.” When the regulators held six raiders hostage, the prison’s administration allowed them to be tried for their crimes. They were found guilty and hanged in the stockade before the prison population. After that, new distribution methods made it much more difficult to steal or barter food within the prison. The regulators also caught other raiders, many of whom were disciplined by forcing them to run the gauntlet, placing them in a stock, or compelling them to move about with a heavy iron ball chained to an ankle.

Andersonville Prison was closed soon after the cessation of hostilities in April 1865, and the last prisoners left its confines in May 1865. A cemetery next to the prison site, containing 12,912 marked graves and almost 1,000 more unmarked graves, serves as a grim testimonial to the hellish conditions inside the Confederacy’s largest prison camp. In all, the prison processed about 45,000 prisoners during its short existence. The site of the camp is now a National Historic Landmark, honoring American prisoners of war in all of the nation’s armed conflicts.
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Augusta Arsenal

Major arsenal for the United States prior to the Civil War and for the Confederate States of America during the war that again served as a U.S. arsenal after the war. Augusta, Georgia, is located in east-central Georgia on the Savannah River. The arsenal there manufactured, repaired, and stored arms and ammunition and supplied these to the military from 1819 until its closure in 1955.

In 1793 following the disastrous U.S. government experiences fighting Native Americans in the Ohio Territory, President George Washington identified the need for an arsenal at Augusta to support similar military operations against the southeastern tribes should the need arise. However, it was not until 1818 that Congress allocated $40,000 for the army to purchase land adjacent to the Savannah River a few miles northwest of Augusta.

The Augusta Arsenal was completed in 1819, but the swampy location immediately proved unhealthy, and its garrison of 30 enlisted men died in September 1820, probably from typhoid or yellow fever. The arsenal commander, Captain Matthew M. Payne, survived and sought to relocate the facility to a healthier environment on elevated land west of Augusta known as the Hill. In November 1826 Congress appropriated $6,000 to purchase a 70-acre tract there. By 1828 the old arsenal buildings had been dismantled and transported to the new location, where they were reconstructed into a connected structure with a loopholed wall that formed a quadrangle.

When Georgia seceded from the Union, Governor Joseph Brown ordered militia units in the Augusta area to seize the arsenal. Captain Arnold Elzey, the Union commander, chose not to resist and surrendered the facility to the Confederacy on January 25, 1861. Later in 1861, a 500-foot-long production shop building was constructed. It served a variety of functions, including a hospital, storehouse, blacksmith shop, tin shop, and harness shop. When Lieutenant Colonel George Washington Rains was appointed arsenal commander, he was charged with developing Augusta’s military industry. Rains ordered a munitions plant constructed adjacent to the Augusta Canal, which from 1863 to 1865 produced significant amounts of war matériel, including 174 gun carriages, 110 bronze 12-pounder cannon, 73,000 horseshoes, 10 million small-arms cartridges, and 200,000 fuses. Rains also supervised other marine manufacturing in Augusta, including a machine works, a revolver factory, a shoe factory, clothing factories, and the Augusta Powder Works. The latter facility was completed in May 1862 and produced about 7,000 pounds of powder per day; in total, it produced 2.75 million pounds of gunpowder during the war.

In May 1865, the Augusta Arsenal was officially surrendered to Union brigadier general Emory Upton. It remained in operation until it was closed in 1955. In 1957 the property was transferred to the Junior College of Augusta, which later became Augusta State University.
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Fort Pulaski

Following the War of 1812, the U.S. government authorized construction of a series of masonry defensive works along the Atlantic Seaboard. One of these was Fort Pulaski, located on Cockspur Island, Georgia, at the mouth of the Savannah River, to protect the water approaches to Savannah, which lay some 12 miles upriver. Across the Savannah River lay South Carolina, with Hilton Head Island and Port Royal Sound about 23 miles to the north and east. Work began on the fortification in 1829, with Lieutenant Robert E. Lee as one of the supervising officers. In 1833 the work was named for Polish patriot Kazimierz Pulaski, who had rendered distinguished service as a Continental Army officer in the American Revolutionary War.

The fort, formed of an estimated 25 million bricks and built atop pilings driven 70 feet into the ground, was completed in 1847 at a cost of nearly $1 million. With 11-foot-thick walls, Fort Pulaski was thought to be impervious to attack, as contemporary smoothbore cannon then had an effective range of only about a half mile, and the nearest land—Tybee Island—was more distant than that.

Beginning in late 1860, first South Carolina, then Georgia, and finally Confederate troops took control of Fort Pulaski. Because Tybee Island was thought too distant to threaten Fort Pulaski and because they were needed elsewhere, Confederate troops abandoned Tybee by December 1861. In February 1862 Union troops landed at Tybee Island and, under army Captain Quincy A. Gillmore, began construction of batteries on the shore facing Fort Pulaski. Gillmore was convinced that heavy Parrott rifled guns could shatter the fort’s masonry walls.

Confederate colonel Charles H. Olmstead commanded Fort Pulaski. Although he had only a small garrison and few guns, he was confident that he could hold out and promptly rejected Gillmore’s demand for surrender by dawn on April 10.

Gillmore’s 36 guns commenced fire at 8:15 a.m. on April 10, and their shells soon began to cut away the fort’s walls. By nightfall the cannonading had opened a breach, and the next day the Union gunners began to expand it. Continued Union fire soon opened a hole in the wall of the fort’s magazine, and Olmstead faced the possibility of having his fort destroyed by an internal blast. He ordered the fort’s flag lowered at 1:00 p.m. on April 11, and Gillmore was then rowed over to accept the surrender. Only one Confederate soldier and one Union soldier were injured in the engagement. Within six weeks Union soldiers had largely repaired the damage, and Savannah was then essentially sealed off from blockade-running. The shelling of Fort Pulaski conclusively demonstrated that masonry works were no match for the new powerful rifled cannon. Gillmore was promoted directly to brigadier general of volunteers.
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The front parapet of Fort Pulaski on Cockspur Island, Georgia, April 1862. Pulaski’s masonry walls were reduced by heavy Union Parrott rifled guns during April 10–11, forcing its surrender. (Library of Congress)

Initially housing a garrison of 600 men, Fort Pulaski was subsequently reduced to a garrison of 250, and late in the war the fort was turned into a prison camp for Confederate officers. In 1924 Fort Pulaski was made a National Monument, run today by the National Park Service.
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Scofield and Markham Gate City Iron Works

Ironworks established at Atlanta, Georgia, in 1858 and transformed by Lewis Scofield and William Markham into the South’s second most productive rolling mill, after only the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia. The specialty of the Scofield and Markham Gate City Iron Works was rerolling worn-out railroad rails.

The owners, who were secretly Union sympathizers, sold the ironworks to investors from Charleston, South Carolina, in 1863 for $600,000, and the factory was renamed the Atlanta Rolling Mill. It and the Tredegar were the only Southern facilities that could produce the plate armor for ironclads. The Atlanta Rolling Mill manufactured these but also cannon as well.

When the Confederate Army of Tennessee left Atlanta on September 1, 1864, it destroyed everything of military interest, which included the mill. Some of the machinery was dismantled beforehand and moved to Columbia, South Carolina, but was never reassembled.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Brown, Joseph Emerson (1821–1894)

Governor of Georgia (1858–1865). Born in Pickens County, South Carolina, on April 15, 1821, Joseph Emerson Brown moved to Georgia at a young age. He studied law and worked as an attorney in Canton, Georgia, until he entered politics. In 1849 Brown was elected to the state senate, where he served until 1857, when he was elected governor. Brown’s governorship lasted until 1865.

Brown was a zealous supporter of states’ rights. As governor, he often objected to what he viewed as the national Confederate government’s encroachments into state affairs. His most notorious disputes were with Confederate president Jefferson Davis regarding conscription. Brown ardently supported the idea that states should be sovereign and should provide for their own defense. Brown formed a massive state militia, which on January 2, 1861, he ordered to capture the federal installation at Fort Pulaski even before Georgia seceded. After Georgia’s secession in January 1861, Brown ordered the state militia to seize all federal installations in the state, including the arsenal at Augusta. In 1862, internal security became even more important in Brown’s eyes after Union spies stole a locomotive with the intention of burning the railroad bridges of the state-owned Western & Atlantic Railroad.

Brown took pride in his role as commander in chief of Georgia, fulfilling the Confederate Army’s requested enlistment quotas. However, as the war progressed, the Confederacy instituted a series of conscription acts that sought to draft state militiamen. Brown objected and initiated a prolonged exchange of vitriol with President Davis. Brown argued that the Confederacy could enlist troops only through direct recruitment of individuals or through requests for militiamen made to the state governors. In 1864 as Georgia became the scene of heavy fighting, Brown insinuated that the Confederate War Department was failing to protect Georgia. He thus assigned the state militia to fight alongside the Army of Tennessee, something he had refused to do until it was too late.

Ultimately Georgia was occupied by Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman, but this did not end Brown’s criticism of the Confederate government’s policies. He tried to flee the state capital at Milledgeville in late 1864 but was eventually captured and briefly imprisoned in Washington, D.C.

Following a lengthy postwar career as a jurist, Brown returned to politics in 1880, being elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served until poor health prompted his resignation in 1891. Brown died on November 30, 1894, in Atlanta.

JIM PIECUCH AND JASON LUTZ

Further Reading

Scaife, William R., and William Harris Bragg. Joe Brown’s Pets. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2004.

Parks, Joseph H. “States Rights in a Crisis: Governor Joseph E. Brown versus President Jefferson Davis.” Journal of Southern History 32(1) (February 1966): 3–24.

Stephens, Alexander Hamilton (1812–1883)

Vice president of the Confederate States of America. Born in Crawfordville, Georgia, on February 11, 1812, Alexander Hamilton Stephens graduated from Franklin College (University of Georgia) in 1832. After teaching for two years, he studied law and opened a successful practice in Crawfordville. In 1836 he was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives, and in 1842 he moved to the Georgia Senate. That same year Stephens was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, and he was reelected every two years from that time through 1856. He did not seek reelection in 1858. Until his last two terms in Congress Stephens was a Whig, but as the sectional crisis heated up, he became a more strident defender of slavery and switched his party affiliation to the Democrats.

[image: image]

Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia was vice president of the Confederacy. A staunch advocate of slavery, he frequently quarreled with President Jefferson Davis over states’ rights and other matters to the detriment of the war effort while nonetheless continuing as vice president. (Library of Congress)

During the secession crisis of 1860 and 1861, Stephens served as a member of the Georgia Secession Convention but advocated that the Southern states remain within the Union. Although he claimed that the Southern states had the right to secede, he argued that such a step was unnecessary because the Republicans would not have the political power in Congress to accomplish their antislavery goals, even with possession of the White House, and that the U.S. Supreme Court would long remain a reliable bulwark of slavery. When secession nevertheless occurred, Stephens was elected a member of the convention that founded the Confederacy and became its first congress. When the convention assembled in February 1861 in Montgomery, Alabama, Stephens helped write the Confederate Constitution and then was elected vice president on February 9, 1861.

The following month in Savannah, Georgia, Stephens made his most famous speech. In the address that came to be known as the “Cornerstone Speech,” he emphatically stated that slavery was the sole cause of the breakup of the Union. The Founding Fathers, he maintained, had been wrong in their fundamental belief that all human beings are created with equal rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. “Our new government,” he went on to explain, “is founded upon exactly the opposite idea; its foundations are laid, its cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery—subordination to the superior race—is his natural and normal condition.” The Confederate government, he added, was “the first, in the history of the world, based upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth.”

During the Civil War, Stephens became a perpetual thorn in the side of President Jefferson Davis’s administration. Stephens was a doctrinaire advocate of states’ rights, and the fact that the Confederacy, as he himself had admitted, was not about states’ rights meant that Stephens was part of a small but vocal minority protesting various ways in which the Davis administration, with the support of the Confederate Congress, set aside what Stephens saw as strict observance of the Confederate Constitution and the niceties of states’ rights in order to wage war more effectively. Stephens spent most of the war not in the Confederate capital at Richmond but rather at his estate, called Liberty Hall, near Crawfordville, vigorously denouncing Davis and the Confederate government, of which Stephens nevertheless remained vice president. Scholars have speculated that one reason Davis never indulged his known desire to assume field command of one or more of the Confederacy’s armies was that Stephens was unavailable and could not be trusted to administer the government even temporarily in Davis’s absence.

Late in the war, Stephens added his voice to those calling for some sort of negotiated peace and also added unwillingness to negotiate to the long catalog of sins for which he denounced Davis.

Davis astutely dealt with the rising clamor for negotiation by appointing Stephens to lead a commission to meet with Union authorities. Stephens’s delegation met with Lincoln and U.S. secretary of state William H. Seward on a Union steamer in Hampton Roads on February 3, 1865. Lincoln was willing to make vast concessions, including the possibility of monetary compensation for slaves, but insisted on union and complete emancipation. As Davis had anticipated, the majority of the Confederate people were unwilling to accept such terms and rallied to support the war for the remaining 10 weeks until the Confederacy’s collapse in April.

Union forces captured Stephens at Liberty Hall on May 11, 1865, and briefly imprisoned him at Fort Warren in Boston. After the war he wrote A Constitutional View of the War between the States, in which he maintained that the Confederacy had been fighting for states’ rights and constitutionalism after all. For a time, he resumed his career in the U.S. House of Representatives. Stephens served as Georgia’s governor for only a few months before his death in Atlanta on March 4, 1883.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Gordon, John Brown (1832–1904)

Confederate officer. Born in Upson County, Georgia, on February 6, 1832, John Brown Gordon attended the University of Georgia but did not graduate. He then studied law and passed the bar but grew prosperous operating coal mines and became active in politics. A strong advocate of secession but with no military training, Gordon raised a company of volunteers that, with Gordon as its captain, became part of the 6th Alabama Infantry. Elected major in May 1861 and promoted to lieutenant colonel in December, he became colonel of the regiment in April 1862.

Gordon saw extensive action in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), during which he assumed temporary command of a brigade in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1) and led it during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). Back with his regiment, he fought with distinction at South Mountain (September 14) and Antietam (September 17), where he was wounded five times. Advanced to brigadier general on November 1 but not confirmed, Gordon nonetheless led a brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia at Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), after which he was reappointed a brigadier and confirmed; he was also at Gettysburg (July 1–3).

During the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Gordon emerged as one of General Robert E. Lee’s top field commanders, delivering a fierce attack at the Wilderness on May 6 and another at Spotsylvania Court House on May 12 that likely prevented a Confederate disaster. Having assumed command of a division, Gordon was promoted to major general on May 14. Transferred to the Shenandoah Valley, he was active in Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s July raid on Washington (June 28–July 21). Gordon’s division took heavy losses in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22), but Gordon orchestrated a surprise attack at Cedar Creek (October 19) that threatened to wreck the Union force. He returned to Lee’s army in December and took command of II Corps. On March 26, 1865, Gordon directed the attack on Fort Stedman, Lee’s final offensive, and commanded roughly half of the Confederate army during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9), after which Lee selected Gordon to lead the army during the formal surrender on April 12.

In the postwar years, Gordon pursued various business interests and served in the U.S. Senate (1873–1880, 1891–1897) and as governor of Georgia (1886–1890). He was active in the United Confederate Veterans, becoming the organization’s commander in chief in 1890, and published a memoir, Reminiscences of the Civil War. Gordon died in Miami, Florida, on January 9, 1904.
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Hardee, William Joseph (1815–1873)

Confederate officer. William Joseph Hardee was born in Savannah, Georgia, on November 10, 1815. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of dragoons and sent to Europe to study cavalry tactics. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1839 and to captain in 1844, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he served under Major Generals Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott. After the war, Hardee worked on a number of projects and in 1855 was promoted to major in the new 2nd Cavalry Regiment under Colonel Albert S. Johnston and Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee.

In 1855 Hardee published the Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics for the Exercise and Maneuvers of Troops When Acting as Light Infantry or Riflemen. Known as Hardee’s Tactics, it became the standard reference guide for infantrymen in both the Union Army and the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Hardee was commandant of cadets at West Point from 1856 to 1861. He resigned his army commission as a lieutenant colonel after his home state of Georgia seceded from the Union. Although entering the Confederate Army as a colonel, he was promoted to brigadier general by June 1861. In October 1861 he was advanced to major general, and in October 1862 he became a lieutenant general.

Hardee spent most of the war fighting with the Confederate Army of Tennessee. A thorough trainer, he was much admired by his men, who called him “Old Reliable.” Hardee’s first assignment was to organize an Arkansas brigade. He commanded a corps in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was wounded in the arm.

Not impressed with General Braxton Bragg as a commander, Hardee commanded the left wing of Bragg’s army in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). In Hardee’s most successful engagement, the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1861–January 2, 1863), his II Corps carried out a major surprise attack that almost defeated Union forces under Major General William S. Rosecrans. Hardee briefly commanded the Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, then returned to Bragg’s command to take over command of Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk’s corps besieging Chattanooga, Tennessee. Hardee’s corps was forced to withdraw when Union troops under Major General George H. Thomas assaulted Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). One of Hardee’s divisions then served as the Confederate rear guard. Hardee was one of a group of Confederate officers who finally convinced Confederate president Jefferson Davis to remove Bragg from command. Hardee then declined Davis’s offer to head the army.

After General Joseph E. Johnston took command, Hardee continued in command of his corps for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he turned in a series of lackluster performances. Hardee had no confidence at all in Johnston’s replacement, General John Bell Hood, however, and requested a transfer. From October 1864 to February 1865, Hardee commanded the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Although unable to stop Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), Hardee was able to evacuate Confederate troops from Savannah before the Union occupation of the city. Hardee’s troops then withdrew into North Carolina, where they joined Johnston’s forces. Hardee’s last battle was the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) in North Carolina, where his only son was killed in battle. Hardee surrendered to Union forces at Greensboro on April 26, 1865.

After the war, Hardee retired to his wife’s Alabama plantation. He then moved his family to Selma, where he was in the warehousing and insurance business. He was then president of the Selma & Meridian Railroad. Hardee became ill at his family’s summer home in White Sulphur Springs, Virginia, and died in Wytheville, Virginia, on November 6, 1873.
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Toombs, Robert Augustus (1810–1885)

U.S. congressman and senator and Confederate officer. Born in Washington, Georgia, on July 2, 1810, Robert Augustus Toombs attended Franklin College (University of Georgia) but graduated from Union College in Schenectady, New York, in 1828. He attended the University of Virginia law school before being admitted to the Georgia bar in 1830. The next year he was appointed second lieutenant in the Washington Guards of Wilkes County, Georgia, and in 1836 he saw duty as a captain during a Creek Indian revolt.

Toombs represented Wilkes County in Georgia’s lower legislative assembly between 1836 and 1842 as a Whig. In 1844 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he endorsed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Reelected in 1846, he criticized the war effort and opposed the 1846 Wilmot Proviso.

In 1848 Toombs backed Zachary Taylor’s presidential nomination on the Whig ticket, won reelection, and called for disunion if Congress violated Southern interests. In 1851 Toombs became a U.S. senator. He supported the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act’s abrogation of the Missouri Compromise and advocated popular sovereignty for slavery in the territories.

By 1855, Toombs had gravitated toward the Democrats. Reelected to the Senate in 1857, he articulated Southern Democratic expectations. Republican Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860 pushed Toombs closer to the secessionist position. Seeing that conciliation was impossible, on December 23 he advocated Georgia’s departure from the Union and the next month attended its secession convention. Toombs was chosen by the Georgia convention on February 4 to serve at the Montgomery Convention, where he lost his bid for the Confederate presidency to Jefferson Davis.
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A U.S. senator during 1851–1861, Robert Toombs of Georgia became the first secretary of state of the Confederate States of America but soon quarreled with President Jefferson Davis and resigned to become a brigadier general in the Confederate Army. (Library of Congress)

Soon after the Montgomery Convention, Davis appointed Toombs secretary of state. In that position, Toombs sought cordial ties with Mexico because it was a source of Southern provisions. However, he was miserable in his post and contemptuous of Davis’s policies. On July 24, 1861, Toombs quit and received a commission as brigadier general and command of a brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia.

Toombs fought well in the Seven Day’s Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and in several other battles, including the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was wounded. In 1863 Toombs resigned his commission, having been passed over for promotion and resenting Davis and his war policies. In August, Toombs became a colonel in the Georgia Militia, took sick, went home to convalesce, and then returned to his unit at Augusta.

Toombs came to dislike Davis enormously and remained one of his harshest critics. Toombs held in contempt West Point officers, denounced conscription, opposed supply impressments, condemned paper money issues, and protested martial law as well as the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus.

At war’s end in 1865, Toombs evaded Union arrest and fled abroad. He returned to Georgia two years later. There he practiced law, administered his land investments, and dabbled in Democratic politics, although he never again held elected office. Toombs died in Washington, Georgia, on December 15, 1885.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Chickamauga, Battle of (September 19–20, 1863)

Major western theater battle. After being pushed out of middle Tennessee following the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee had stumbled southward into the woods of northern Georgia near Chattanooga, Tennessee. Sensing Bragg’s dire situation as well as a potential opportunity, Confederate president Jefferson Davis reinforced the Army of Tennessee by cobbling together units from across the South, most notably by rushing Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s I Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia to Georgia from Virginia via rail. By September 1863, Bragg’s 65,000 men lay in wait just south of Chattanooga for the Union forces pursuing them.

Bragg hoped to defeat Major General William Rosecrans’s 60,000-man Army of the Cumberland by isolating and attacking each of its four corps as they pushed through the mountains and woods toward Chickamauga Creek. Dispersed and lacking support, Union major general George Thomas’s XIV Corps fell into a Confederate ambush at McClemore’s Cove near Davis Crossroads on September 11 but managed to escape largely because of Confederate caution and ineptitude.

Rosecrans quickly concentrated his army, while Bragg squandered a chance to strike Major General Thomas Crittenden’s exposed XXI Corps near Lee and Gordon’s Mill on West Chickamauga Creek on September 13. After lead elements of the Confederate I Corps arrived on September 18, Bragg then prepared to cut off the Federals from Chattanooga by sweeping across the creek and around Rosecrans’s left flank.

On September 19, Union cavalry managed to stall Confederate crossings at Reed’s and Alexander’s Bridges. This delay allowed Rosecrans to move Thomas’s corps into position to protect the Union left flank. Rather than launch a coordinated attack across Chickamauga Creek the next day, Bragg fixated on checking Thomas’s corps and committed each of his corps to a series of piecemeal assaults against the hastily formed Union line. Longstreet reported for duty late that night, and Bragg reorganized his army into two wings, one on the Confederate left under the command of Longstreet and one on the right under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk. At dawn Polk’s corps would move against Thomas, led by Lieutenant General D. H. Hill’s corps, followed by Longstreet’s drive against the Union right. Polk, however, neglected to send Hill orders, and the attack began nearly two hours late.

Rosecrans, who was preoccupied with managing Thomas’s defense, unwittingly opened a gap in his line by ordering the redeployment of one division to plug a nonexistent gap elsewhere along the line. Longstreet’s men surged into this gap and sent the Federals reeling back toward Chattanooga. Union colonel John Wilder’s Lightning Brigade, equipped with Spencer repeating rifles, and Major General Gordon Granger’s Reserve Corps rallied along Horseshoe Ridge, buying the Union army time to withdraw. For his valiant actions in conducting the army’s fighting retreat, Thomas earned the nickname “Rock of Chickamauga.”

Casualties during the two-day battle were staggering. The Federals reported 1,657 dead, 9,756 wounded, and 4,747 missing or captured. Although Bragg claimed victory, his losses were even larger: 2,312 dead, 14,674 wounded, and 1,468 missing or captured. The Confederate army was exhausted after the struggle at Chickamauga, and to the consternation of many Southerners, Bragg was unable to follow it up with a credible pursuit.
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Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864)

Important western theater campaign. Between May 5 and September 2, 1864, Major General William T. Sherman led more than 100,000 Union troops in one of the most successful campaigns of the Civil War, capturing the important Confederate manufacturing and rail center of Atlanta, Georgia. At a cost of only 20,000 casualties, as compared to at least 27,000 men for the much smaller Confederate forces, Sherman was able to drive the Confederates some 140 miles into Georgia and capture a city as important to the Southern cause as was Richmond. The capture of Atlanta just three months before the 1864 presidential election has often been credited with ensuring President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection and the continuation of the war.

In March 1864, Ulysses S. Grant had been promoted to lieutenant general and given command of all Union forces. His strategic plan called for all Union forces to go on the offensive on the same date, roughly May 5, 1864. Earlier in the war, the Confederates had been able to move their resources to different theaters depending on which Union army was active, thus partially neutralizing the North’s numerical superiority. Grant’s strategy, which had the strong support of President Lincoln, would prevent this. The two main thrusts would be aimed at the two major Confederate armies, the Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee and the Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston in northern Georgia.
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Federal encampment on Decatur Street in Atlanta in 1864. Atlanta’s importance as a railroad, industrial, and distribution center made the city a major Union objective during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

The Army of the Potomac and the Army of the James, under Grant’s direction, would move into Virginia in the so-called Overland Campaign with the goals of destroying Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia and taking Richmond. The commander of the Division of the Mississippi, Major General Sherman, was to take the Army of the Ohio, the Army of the Tennessee, and the Army of the Cumberland and defeat Johnston’s army in Georgia, seizing Atlanta.

Johnston’s 45,000-man Army of Tennessee was in a strong defensive position in the mountains of northern Georgia. But it had two major weaknesses: it was supplied by just a single railroad from Atlanta, and it faced a force more than twice its size.

On May 5, 1864, the Union armies began the drive toward Atlanta. The forward-most Union position was 23 miles south of Chattanooga, about 120 miles from Atlanta, while Johnston’s Confederate army was in and around Dalton, Georgia. Sherman’s plan was simple. Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee would move through the mountain passes to the west of Dalton, placing itself behind Johnston along the railroad. This move would either trap the Confederate army at Dalton or force it to retreat. While this flanking movement was under way, Major General George Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland would press Johnston’s front to distract the Confederates from McPherson’s movements.

General Johnston, realizing that his position was untenable, soon abandoned Dalton and moved his army south, some 18 miles to Resaca. Union soldiers were overjoyed at having driven the Confederates from such a well-fortified position, and many in the Confederate government in Richmond now doubted that Johnston would be able to defend Atlanta.

In Resaca, the Confederates dug in behind earthworks surrounding the city. Lieutenant General William Hardee commanded Johnson’s right wing, Lieutenant General John Bell Hood held the center, and Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk commanded the left wing of the Confederate army.

On May 14, Sherman ordered his forces to press Resaca on all fronts. The Battle of Resaca lasted two days. Johnston made a determined effort to hold Resaca, but in the end Sherman again threatened his line of retreat, and Johnston was forced to fall back closer to Atlanta. The Confederate troops abandoned the town during the night of May 15, crossing the Oostenaula River on pontoon bridges. In the battle Johnston had sustained some 5,000 casualties, while Sherman suffered 6,000.

Johnston continued to move his army south, crossing the Etowah River and burning the bridge behind his army. The Confederate army fortified Allatoona Pass in the Appalachian Foothills, which blocked any direct advance toward Atlanta. Sherman decided to repeat his flanking strategy that had proven successful against Dalton and Resaca. On May 23 he sent his army west toward Marietta, Georgia. He believed that by threatening this important city he could force Johnston to abandon Allatoona Pass.

Johnston detected the Union move toward Marietta and was able to place part of Hood’s and Hardee’s corps at New Hope Church directly in the path of the Union army. On May 25, Major General Joseph Hooker’s XX Corps of the Army of the Cumberland was surprised by this Confederate force behind earthworks. In the ensuing battle of May 25–27, Hooker lost some 1,600 killed or wounded, while the Confederates lost far fewer.

Sherman now ordered New Hope bypassed, forcing Johnston to abandon that position. Standing between Sherman’s position and Marietta were three mountains. The closest to the Union line was Kennesaw Mountain, some 1,200 feet high. Kennesaw Mountain was the center of the Confederate line. Instead of his usual flanking movement, Sherman ordered a direct assault on the entrenched Confederates on Kennesaw Mountain on June 27. Major General George Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland carried out the main assault. The battle was a one-sided Confederate victory. The Union army sustained more than 3,000 casualties, compared to perhaps 750 for the Confederates. Sherman has been criticized for the losses incurred, in consequence of his impatience with the flanking strategy.

Following the battle, Sherman once again sent the Army of the Tennessee on a wide flanking movement, forcing Johnston to abandon Kennesaw Mountain and Allatoona Pass. By July 3, Johnston retreated across the Chattahoochee River. The Union army followed closely, bridged the river in two places, and began moving forces across. Johnston withdrew again, moving the majority of his army and guns into Atlanta.

Convinced that Johnston would not defend Atlanta, Confederate president Jefferson Davis replaced him with his subordinate, John B. Hood, on July 17. Much has been made of personal animosity between Davis and Johnston that made Davis quick to believe any negative report about his field commander, but all outward appearances indicated that Johnston would not fight for Atlanta, and Davis could not allow that.

Sherman and his senior officers now expected bold action from the much more aggressive Hood. Despite having lost the use of his arm at Gettysburg and having lost his leg at Chickamauga, Hood retained his belief in offensive tactics.

On July 20, Hood ordered his men to attack the Army of the Cumberland just north of the city. This engagement, known as the Battle of Peachtree Creek, held brief promise, only to end in failure for Hood. Two days later Hood unleashed his force on the Army of the Tennessee west of the city in the fierce Battle of Atlanta, in which General McPherson was killed. On July 28 east of Atlanta, Hood struck again in the Battle of Ezra Church but was soundly defeated. Despite the singular success of his cavalry in thwarting Union raids, Hood could do little to stop Sherman’s envelopment of Atlanta.

Hood settled into the Atlanta defenses, while Sherman’s men fortified outside the city and fired artillery into the city. After nearly a month, on August 27 Sherman pulled much of his large force out of line. Leaving a small force to man the trenches and guard the railroad bridge over the Chattahoochee River, Sherman sent the rest of his force to the west of Atlanta to again attempt to cut the Confederate supply line.

Thinking that the Union army was withdrawing, Hood was slow to respond. On August 30 the Army of the Tennessee under its new commander, Major General Oliver Otis Howard, had reached the city of Jonesboro, cutting the Macon & Western Railroad, Hood’s only line of retreat and supply. Hood then ordered General Hardee and Lieutenant General Stephen Lee to Jonesboro to drive Howard out and reopen the rail line. In the two-day Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1), the Confederates sustained heavy casualties and were unable to retake the railroad. In the meantime, the Army of the Ohio cut the railroad between Jonesboro and Atlanta, rendering Atlanta untenable.

On the night of September 1, General Hood and the Confederates destroyed their supply stocks and munitions inside Atlanta and evacuated south to Lovejoy Station. The next day the Union forces entered Atlanta.

The objective of the campaign, the destruction of the Confederate army, was not achieved, as Hood had escaped with what remained of his army to Alabama. However, Sherman had accomplished a great deal. Although Hood’s army was still active in the field, Sherman possessed the resources to address Hood without abandoning the offensive in Georgia. Sherman was free to move largely unchallenged to Savannah. The news of the fall of Atlanta was received with joy in the North and gloom in the South. Most believed that once Atlanta fell, the Confederacy no longer had a chance to win the war.
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Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864)

The advance by Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman’s army group from Atlanta to Savannah, Georgia, also known as the Savannah Campaign. Frustrated by his inability to close with and defeat General John B. Hood’s Confederate Army of Tennessee, Sherman received permission from general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to abandon Atlanta. Sherman sent Major General George H. Thomas and part of his Army of the Cumberland and Major John M. Schofield and his Army of the Ohio north and west to restrain Hood and defend Tennessee. Sherman then destroyed any confiscated supplies in Atlanta that might be of use to the Confederates and evacuated the city, striking east on November 15 with his army group of some 62,000 men in his March to the Sea, with the objective being the port city of Savannah.

For the march, Sherman organized his army into two wings. The right wing consisted of the Army of the Tennessee, commanded by Major General Oliver O. Howard, with XV and XVII Corps, totaling seven divisions. The left wing consisted of the Army of Georgia, commanded by Major General Henry W. Slocum, with XIV and XX Corps, totaling six divisions. A cavalry division under Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick operated in support of both wings. The separate wings were intended to ease supply problems but also to confuse the Confederates as to the army’s actual destination.
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A Union artillery battery at a former Confederate fort near Atlanta during Major General William T. Sherman’s 1864 Atlanta Campaign. (Library of Congress)

Sherman, and Grant for that matter, believed that the quickest and ultimately least costly way to end the war was by waging total war—bringing the conflict home to the South by breaking the will to resist through the destruction of its economic resources. Any political constraints on such policies had been removed by President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection in November. Grant hoped that the Savannah Campaign might also increase the pressure on Confederate forces besieged at Petersburg and at the least prevent Southern reinforcements from being sent there.

Sherman’s men were initially supplied with 20 days of rations, but they were encouraged to forage liberally off the countryside and to destroy crops and livestock that the troops themselves could not consume. The foragers, known as bummers, were to secure the food stocks necessary while the rest of the army worked to destroy Confederate infrastructure. Sherman deliberately planned the march so as to traverse the most productive areas of the state. His Special Field Order No. 120 explicitly stated that “The Army will forage liberally on the country during the march,” with the goal being to maintain at all times 10 days’ worth of food stocks in the wagons and 3 days’ worth of forage. In his orders, Sherman said that African Americans were permitted to join the army’s route of march, but he enjoined commanders that this should be in relation to the ability to feed them and that the needs of the soldiers must always be the top priority.

Sherman’s armies cut a swath of destruction some 300 miles in length and 60 miles in width. Union troops systematically destroyed factories, some public buildings, warehouses, bridges, and rail lines. Railroad track, which the South could not replace, was torn up, and the ties were burned to heat the track, which was twisted into so-called Sherman neckties. Although Sherman gave precise orders that the destruction of mills, cotton gins, factories, and residences was vested in army commanders alone, this was not always adhered to, for there were considerable looting and wanton destruction. Sherman contended that the damage inflicted during his march, while regrettable, would serve to bring the war to a faster end and was preferable to loss in lives. Indeed, the destruction of infrastructure and industry severely impacted the ability of the South to continue the war and also had a profound psychological impact.

With never more than some 13,000 Confederate troops available to contest it, the Union advance was largely unopposed. Confederate cavalry under Major General Joseph Wheeler constituted the principal Confederate military force involved. The first action of note took place at Griswoldville on November 22, when Georgia militiamen launched a series of uncoordinated attacks on Howard’s right wing, only to be driven off with some 1,100 casualties (400 of them prisoners) and Union losses of only 100.

Small actions occurred with Wheeler’s cavalry at Ball’s Ferry (November 24–25), Sandersville (November 25–26), and Buck Head Creek (November 28). On November 30, some 1,100 Georgia militiamen under Gustavus W. Smith fought a sharp engagement at Honey Hill with 5,500 Union troops under Brigadier General John P. Hatch moving from Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, to join Sherman’s army group. Hatch withdrew after sustaining 134 casualties, while the Georgia militiamen suffered but 50. On December 4, Union cavalry under Kilpatrick routed the Confederates in the Battle of Waynesboro.

Union forces completed their 300-mile march when they arrived at the outskirts of Savannah on December 10. Union naval forces were waiting with supplies, and after the storming and capture of Fort McAllister on December 13, the supply ships were able to move freely up the Savannah River. The surrender of Savannah on December 21 officially brought the campaign to a close. A magnanimous Sherman spared Savannah, which became his “Christmas gift” to President Lincoln.

Sherman estimated the damage inflicted in his march at some $100 million, of which only about 20 percent was to Union advantage; the remainder was simple destruction. His forces had destroyed 300 miles of railroad track and had seized 4,000 horses, 5,000 mules, and 13,000 head of cattle as well as vast amounts of produce. The total damage was staggering and greatly hindered the ability of the South to continue the war.
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Savannah, Siege of (December 9–21, 1864)

Last military operation of Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). The siege lasted from December 9 to December 21, 1864. Savannah, located about 15 miles inland along the Savannah River in southeastern Georgia, was a key blockade-running port for the Confederacy and at the time was Georgia’s most populous city, with an 1860 population of about 23,000 people, including slaves. After capturing Atlanta on September 2, 1864, Sherman and 62,000 Union troops marched south and east through the heartland of Georgia, leaving a swath of destruction in their wake. Sherman’s goal was to capture Savannah and deal a crippling blow to the already-reeling Confederacy.

Sherman’s task was made somewhat easier by earlier Union victories in the vicinity of Savannah. Early in the war, the Union had obtained limited success along the southern South Carolina and Georgia coasts. In November 1861 Union forces had captured nearby Hilton Head Island, just 20 miles north of Savannah, and took control of Port Royal Sound to the north. In April 1862 Union troops captured nearby Fort Pulaski, on Cockspur Island at the mouth of the Savannah River. This not only blocked Savannah’s access to the sea, but the fort was also near enough to allow artillery to fire into the city.

These proximate Union strongholds notwithstanding, the Confederate position around Savannah was very well fortified. Early in December 1864 in anticipation of a Union assault, the Confederates raised a 10,000-man military force of regulars and militia to garrison the city. The defenders were commanded by Lieutenant General William J. Hardee. Savannah’s difficult terrain, which featured vast salt marshes, swamps, bayous, and rice paddies on three sides, certainly worked in the Confederates’ favor.

During December 9–10, 1863, Sherman’s forces moved toward Savannah, taking positions to the city’s west, south, and north. Before Sherman could continue the operation, however, he needed supplies. On December 13, one of Sherman’s divisions stormed and captured Fort McAllister, located 18 miles south of Savannah along the Ogeechee River, essentially opening the back door to Savannah. With that river now open, Union vessels moved up the Ogeechee to deliver badly needed supplies to Sherman. On December 16, ships unloaded siege guns, ammunition, food, and other supplies.

On December 17, with his men virtually surrounding the city, Sherman demanded that Hardee surrender or risk the destruction of Savannah. Hardee refused. Meanwhile, Sherman asked Major General John G. Foster, the Union commander in neighboring South Carolina, to seal off Savannah to the east, effectively trapping Hardee’s forces. This, Sherman hoped, would result in a quick surrender without the need for a full attack against Savannah.

In a desperate attempt to rescue his army, Hardee decided to abandon the Savannah defenses. Toward that end, he caused a pontoon bridge to be thrown across the Savannah River in the only way out of the city. On the evening of December 20 Hardee’s forces fled across the bridge, escaping into South Carolina. The following day Savannah’s leaders surrendered the city, and Union forces poured into Savannah without a shot being fired.

Sherman’s March to the Sea had ended in a Union triumph. Once order had been established, Sherman, taken by the natural and architectural beauty of Savannah, did not order his men to loot or destroy it. Instead, he sent President Abraham Lincoln a cable presenting the city to him as an early Christmas gift.
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Illinois

INTRODUCTION

Illinois, located in the Midwest, encompasses 56,345 square miles and had an 1860 population of 1,711,871. The state has a very long shoreline along the Mississippi River, which forms its western boundary and separates Illinois from neighboring Iowa and Missouri. To the east of Illinois lies Indiana, while Kentucky is to the far southeast. To the north is Wisconsin, and on the northeast there is an approximate 70-mile coastline on Lake Michigan. Because of its centralized location and the fact that the Mississippi River could be accessed from the Great Lakes via the Illinois River, Illinois held considerable strategic significance during the Civil War. Chicago, its largest city, was already becoming the nation’s major railway hub, and the fact that President Abraham Lincoln was from Illinois added to the state’s importance. As with many of the midwestern states, Illinois had millions of acres of good arable land and abundant access to freshwater supplies. The far southern part of the state also had coal, oil, and mineral deposits.

Illinois provided the bulk of the troops for the Union armies in the western theater, and overall only New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio provided more troops to the war effort. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, himself from Illinois, used the state as a staging and supply area for his expeditions to control the Mississippi and Tennessee Rivers. Illinois’s rich agricultural interests also provided much food for the army, while garment and textile factories provisioned the troops with clothing and other supplies. Cairo, the site of Fort Defiance in the far south where the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers meet, became a principal Union supply depot; Mound City was also a major supply base. Cairo and Mound City also had naval facilities. Camp Douglas, near Chicago, was a major mustering site for Illinois troops, as was Camp Butler near Springfield. They also served as prisoner-of-war camps housing captured Confederates.

Illinois, a Republican stronghold, was ably led by the prowar governor Richard Yates, who ensured that his state responded with great enthusiasm to Lincoln’s call for volunteers beginning in April 1861. The abolitionist movement had gained traction nationally in 1837, when the abolitionist Elijah P. Lovejoy was murdered for his beliefs in Alton, Illinois. In 1854 Illinois politicians played a major role in the founding of the Republican Party, which took place not far away in neighboring Wisconsin. Illinois was also the scene of the famous Lincoln-Douglas Debates in 1858.

Despite these strong ties to abolitionism and Republicanism, however, pockets of pro-Democratic, pro-Southern sympathies were far from unheard of. The Chicago Times was a rabidly partisan newspaper that excoriated Lincoln and the Republicans at almost every turn. And in 1862 Republican U.S. senator Orville H. Brown, who had been appointed to finish the term of Douglas, who died in office, lost an election to William A. Richardson, a Democrat.

During the war, Illinois provided a total of 259,902 men for the war effort. Of that number, 34,384 died. Most of the Illinois troops served in the western theater. They comprised 150 infantry regiments (the 7th through 156th Illinois), 17 cavalry regiments, 2 light artillery regiments, and 8 independent batteries. In addition, 2,224 Illinoisans served in the Union Navy and the Union Marine Corps, and 1,811 men served in the 29th U.S. Colored Infantry and other similar all-black units. Conscription was used sparingly in Illinois because of the enthusiastic response to the call to arms; indeed, it was used mainly at the very end of the war and in the rural parts of the state. Just 5,538 men were drafted, and only 55 paid for substitutes to serve in their place.

Illinois produced an impressive number of army officers—53 brigadier generals, 9 major generals, and 1 lieutenant general (Grant). More than 100 Illinoisans won the Medal of Honor. The state’s most towering figure during the war was, of course, Lincoln.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Cairo, Illinois

Located at the strategic confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers in the far southern tip of Illinois, the small town of Cairo (pronounced regionally as Kay-ro) was the logistical center for both Union Navy and Union Army operations in the western theater. This low, marshy peninsula protected by massive stone levees was the staging area for the Union conquest of the Mississippi River as outlined, generally, by general in chief Lieutenant General Winfield Scott.

First established in 1837 by the Cairo City & Canal Company but not incorporated until 1858, Cairo’s 1860 population was 2,188. By the eve of the Civil War the city had become a major shipping center, handling some 6 million pounds of cotton and wool, 7,000 barrels of molasses, and some 15,000 hogsheads (casks) of sugar from Louisiana in 1859 alone. Cairo was also home to several substantial banks owing to the significant trade and commerce along the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. The city was served by the Illinois Central Railroad and was the site of Camp Defiance, a key Union military post. Because of Cairo’s southern locale (Cairo is farther south than Richmond, Virginia), there were strong pro-Southern and pro-Democratic sympathies in the region, which were generally kept in check by the presence of many Union troops and warships.

In April 1861, Illinois governor Richard Yates took matters into his own hands when he ordered the state militia to fortify the river hamlet. This occupation was followed by a buildup of Union Army troops, succeeded by the Union river flotilla. Commander John Rodgers and then Flag Officer Andrew Foote established their headquarters here. From Cairo, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant launched his successful campaigns against Belmont in Missouri (November 7, 1861) and Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 12–16, 1862) in Tennessee.

As the war progressed farther south, additional naval administrative staff arrived at Cairo to handle supplies, recruitment, and deployments. Naval courts were formed to deal with infractions, and brigs were established to imprison convicted sailors. An auxiliary force of mechanics was also established at Cairo to handle repairs of the river steam vessels. Besides soldiers and sailors, the town also attracted gamblers, saloon keepers, runaway slaves, Confederate spies, prostitutes, and all sorts of miscreants. One evening, 260 naval enlistees from Boston were involved in a drunken brawl.

Major General Grant returned to his former command location in early 1863 to formulate the strategy for the April 1–July 3, 1863, Vicksburg Campaign with Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter. Their base of operations at Cairo, Illinois, ensured that Union forces on the Mississippi were well supplied throughout the war.
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Chicago, Illinois

Largest city in Illinois and one of the fastest-growing cities in the United States by the time of the Civil War. Chicago is located in northeastern Illinois along the shore of Lake Michigan; the Chicago River runs through the downtown area before emptying into Lake Michigan. Chicago’s 1860 population was 112,117, making it the nation’s ninth-largest metropolis; only a decade earlier, the city had a population of just 29,963. Established as a town in 1833, Chicago grew quickly owing to the confluence of many railroads and its access to Great Lakes shipping. Indeed, by 1860, Chicago already claimed to be served by more rail lines (30) than any other major city in the United States. The city soon became a center of transportation, banking, commerce, and manufacturing, and by 1865 it had also become the epicenter of the nation’s meatpacking industry when the Union Stockyards were established not far from the center of the city. In 1848 the Illinois and Michigan Canal opened, linking Chicago directly by water to the Mississippi River.

In 1860 Chicago played host to the Republican National Convention, which nominated Illinoisan Abraham Lincoln for the presidency. Like other large cities in the Northeast and Midwest beginning in the 1840s, Chicago began attracting scores of newly arriving immigrants who sought employment in its many factories and on its docks and railroads. Most of the immigrants during the time of the Civil War were Germans and Irish, and most of them were Roman Catholic. This trend helped spur anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic sentiments in the city, which explains the popularity in Chicago of the Know-Nothing Party, a nativist political group. Chicago was also home to Camp Douglas, a notorious Union prison camp for captured Confederates where some 4,400 men died between 1862 and 1865.

Chicago was served by the influential newspaper the Chicago Tribune, which by the mid-1850s had become a leading voice for abolitionism and the nascent Republican Party. By 1861, the paper was one of the largest in the Midwest. It was also a major supporter of President Lincoln and his war program.

After the war, Chicago grew exponentially; by 1870, the population had nearly tripled to 300,000. By the late 1880s, its population had exceeded 1 million, making it second in population in the United States only to New York City. Chicago continued to grow in size and economic power well into the 20th century. Today it is the nation’s third-largest city, with a metropolitan population of nearly 10 million. Chicago remains behind only New York City in finance and commerce.
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Springfield, Illinois

Capital of Illinois, seat of Sangamon County, and hometown of President Abraham Lincoln from 1837 until 1861. Springfield, which had an 1860 population of 9,320, is located in central Illinois roughly equidistant from Wisconsin to the north and Kentucky to the south. Springfield was first settled by traders and trappers in 1818 and was named Calhoun, after U.S. senator John C. Calhoun. In 1821 it became the county seat for Sangamon County. In the early 1830s Calhoun was renamed Springfield, after the important industrial town of Springfield, Massachusetts. By 1839, Springfield was chosen to be the permanent state capital (two other towns had served as the capital prior to that date).

Lincoln, then a young attorney, played a fairly sizable role in making Springfield the Illinois capital. He went on to become a successful attorney in Springfield and represented the district in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1847 to 1849. Lincoln also waged two unsuccessful U.S. senatorial bids from the city in 1854 (as a Whig) and 1858 (as a Republican). Also, he launched his successful presidential bid from Springfield in 1860.

By the mid-19th century, Springfield, which was surrounded by rich agricultural lands, was chiefly a regional commercial and trade center for Illinois farmers. It was also host to several prominent banks. When the Whig Party coalesced in the late 1830s and early 1840s, Springfield was a local epicenter of Whig sentiment; however, by the end of the 1840s, the Democratic Party had made significant inroads there. By the time Lincoln ran for president, he carried Springfield by only the narrowest of margins.

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Springfield became an important center of military operations for downstate Illinois. Springfield was the mustering point for numerous Illinois infantry regiments, and Ulysses S. Grant, who had been living in Galena, Illinois, and had been recently promoted to brigadier general, trained soldiers at nearby Camp Butler. Camp Butler would later be used as a prisoner-of-war facility. The war helped transform Springfield, which witnessed its population increase substantially. New businesses and banks were opened, and the city became a rail hub for the southern tier of Illinois. By 1870 the city’s population had increased to 17,363, almost double that of the 1860 census.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Camp Butler

Mobilization and training facility for Illinois troops and a prisoner-of-war camp for captured Confederate soldiers during 1862–1863. Located about six miles northeast of Springfield, Illinois, Camp Butler was established in the late summer of 1861, becoming the state’s second-largest mustering point and training facility, after only Camp Douglas in Chicago. Camp Butler was named after Illinois state treasurer William Butler. Newly minted Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant trained his men at Camp Butler in the late summer and autumn of 1861.

In late February 1862 after the Battle of Fort Henry (February 6) and the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16), Camp Butler became a prison camp for Confederate soldiers. Consisting of a total of three compounds and covering nearly 40 acres, the camp soon became a large and overcrowded prison, although parts of it continued on as a mobilization and training center. The prisoners were guarded chiefly by the 52nd Illinois Infantry Regiment, along with the 12th Illinois Cavalry from Camp Douglas. Initially housed in tents, the Confederates were eventually housed in 21 wooden barracks (measuring 24 by 100 feet each), which offered scant protection from the elements. The prison at first lacked a wall, so escapes were frequent. In May 1862 a 12-foot-high wooden fence was erected around the periphery, which greatly diminished escape attempts.

The wooden barracks were soon overcrowded, and communicable diseases became a major problem. In March 1863, an epidemic of smallpox swept through the prison population. The following month, some 1,300 prisoners were shipped to other facilities. In May the last of the prisoners left Camp Butler, and for the remainder of the war the site served as a training and demobilization facility. Three of the old prisoners’ barracks were also converted into hospitals. In all, 866 prisoners died at Camp Butler and were buried in an adjacent cemetery, while another 203 escaped. An additional 339 were paroled after taking an oath of allegiance to the United States. Many Union soldiers were also buried at Camp Butler, and the cemetery would be used to bury soldiers from all subsequent American wars through the Vietnam War.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Baselt, Fonda D. “Camp Butler National Cemetery.” Illinois State Genealogical Society Quarterly 23 (Fall 1991): 161–163.

Hicken, Victor. Illinois Camps, Posts, and Prisons. Illinois Civil War Sketches, No. 9. Springfield: Illinois State Historical Library, 1961.

Camp Douglas

Located near Chicago, Illinois, Camp Douglas was one of the largest Union prisoner-of-war facilities. Of the more than 26,000 Confederate detainees held at Camp Douglas during the war, more than 4,400 died, making it the deadliest of all Union prisoner-of-war camps. The camp was initially established as a recruitment and training center in 1861 but was converted into a prison after Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant captured Fort Donelson in Tennessee on February 15, 1862, taking some 15,000 Confederates prisoner. More than 3,000 of these had reached Camp Douglas by February 21, 1862.

The camp had several advantages, including an existing barracks and location on a major rail line. However, it had few provisions for securing prisoners, forcing the emergency construction of a stockade wall. The section of camp for the detainees, called Prison Square, held 64 barracks, each 24 by 90 feet in size with its own kitchen and bunks for 95 men.

The prison easily accommodated its first captives but within a few months was well above its planned capacity of 6,000 men. Overcrowding soon overwhelmed the logistical system of the camp. The location on low ground caused regular flooding, and the sewage system proved insufficient, causing disease and mortality rates to climb. In the winter of 1862–1863, the camp’s monthly mortality rate reached 10 percent. The camp hospital contained only 120 beds, forcing hundreds of sick prisoners to remain in the barracks. Camp authorities did little to heat the barracks, which added to the deteriorating conditions. By late 1864, more than 12,000 prisoners had been crammed into Prison Square.
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Camp Douglas in Chicago, ca. 1864. The camp held more than 26,000 Confederate prisoners between 1862 and 1865. More than 4,400 of them died there due to harsh conditions. (Library of Congress)

Camp Douglas also witnessed more successful escapes than any other Union prison, with 343 reported. In the autumn of 1864, rumors circulated of a Confederate plot to attack the camp and free the prisoners, although no assault occurred. After General Robert E. Lee’s surrender in April 1865, Union officials reduced the camp’s population by allowing prisoners to take the oath of allegiance to the United States and leave for home. Those who refused the oath were released by the end of July 1865, and the camp was decommissioned and demolished that autumn.
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Mound City Naval Station

Located near Cairo, Illinois, on the Ohio River close to the confluence with the Mississippi River, the Mound City Naval Station was specifically built to support U.S. Navy riverine operations on western waters. Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote ordered the 10-acre naval facility established, although its machine shops and carpenter shops remained afloat in steamers. Three of the Cairo- or City-class ironclads were built here: the Cairo, Cincinnati, and Mound City. The river ironclad Eastport, which had been captured from the Confederates, was also completed at Mound City, and the army’s Ram Fleet was for a time based there. Captain Alexander M. Pennock had charge at Mound City throughout the war.

Although the land was sometimes underwater from spring flooding (the buildings were raised on piles), Mound City grew into a major operation. The yard’s principal function was to repair the warships and transports of what would become the navy’s Mississippi Squadron. A major hospital facility was also established there early in the war but was then moved to Memphis in March 1863. In December 1864, the hospital ship Red Rover arrived. It remained at Mound City for the rest of the war, handling any overflow of patients from Memphis. Late in the war, large quantities of cotton captured by the navy during the March 10–May 22, 1864, Red River Expedition were stored at Mound City warehouses.

At the end of the war, many of the ships of the Mississippi Squadron were stripped of their armaments and decommissioned at Mound City. The Mound City Naval Station was closed in 1875.
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Rock Island Prison

A fenced group of barracks that held Confederate prisoners of war on U.S. government–owned Rock Island in the Mississippi River between Rock Island, Illinois, and Davenport, Iowa. On July 14, 1863, Quartermaster General M. C. Meigs ordered Captain Charles A. Reynolds of the Quartermaster Department to construct a prisoner-of-war camp on Rock Island. Construction spanned four months, from August to December 1863. The island upon which the prison was built is three miles long and about a half mile wide. Much of it was swampy and poorly drained.

Each of the 84 barracks was 82 feet long, 22 feet wide, and 12 feet high. All faced eastward, with 12 windows, 2 doors, and 2 roof ventilators. Each building was divided between a kitchen at the west end and living and sleeping quarters at the east end, containing 60 double bunks and housing 120 prisoners. The compound contained six rows of 14 barracks 30 feet apart facing onto streets 100 feet wide, except for the fourth row, which opened onto an avenue 130 feet wide—one of two avenues bisecting the prison. The stockade fence was 1,300 feet long, 900 feet wide, and 12 feet high, with an outside boardwalk 4 feet from the top and sentry boxes every 100 feet. A guardhouse was located at each of two gates.

Rock Island had a planned capacity of 10,080 men but eventually held 12,409. The first 5,592 prisoners arrived in December 1863. The day they arrived the temperature was 32 degrees below zero, and the barracks were inadequately heated. A smallpox epidemic broke out shortly after their arrival. Although the prison staff administered vaccines, the death toll was 94 in December, 231 in January, and 364 in February. During the 20 months that prisoners were confined at Rock Island, 1,960 prisoners and 171 Union guards died of various causes. Of the remaining prisoners, 730 were transferred to other stations, 3,876 were exchanged, 41 escaped, 5,581 were paroled, and approximately 4,000 took advantage of Abraham Lincoln’s December 1863 Amnesty Proclamation and enlisted in Union units slated for western duty. Rock Island also held 213 civilians. The facility was emptied of prisoners by July 11, 1865.

DEBRA J. SHEFFER
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Douglas, Stephen Arnold (1813–1861)

Politician and Democratic presidential candidate. Stephen Arnold Douglas was born in Brandon, Vermont, on April 23, 1813, and apprenticed in a local law office until 1833. The following year Douglas moved to Winchester, Illinois, where he was admitted to the bar.

Douglas entered politics as a state’s attorney at age 21. In 1836 he was elected as a Democrat to the Illinois House of Representatives. By this time he was an ardent Jacksonian Democrat. After losing a bid for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1838, Douglas was appointed secretary of state for Illinois in 1840 and to the Illinois Supreme Court in 1841.

In 1843 Douglas was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, a position he held until his election to the U.S. Senate in 1847. In the House, he was instrumental in securing passage of legislation granting federal jurisdiction over the Great Lakes. His eloquent defense of a bill to refund Andrew Jackson a fine paid for contempt of a New Orleans court some 20 years earlier led to Douglas’s recognition as a rising figure in the Democratic Party.

Douglas was a staunch supporter of Manifest Destiny. His expansionist views, coupled with his role as chairman of the Committee on Territories, helped secure the annexation of Texas in December 1845 and U.S. territorial expansion as a result of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

By 1847, Douglas had earned sufficient support in Illinois to win a U.S. Senate seat. In the Senate, he also played an increasingly important role in the admission of new states, the formation of territories, and the staging of the transcontinental railroad. While Douglas was in the Senate, the United States granted admission to seven states and organized six territories.

Douglas’s greatest national recognition came from his efforts to maintain a compromise on the expansion of slavery. Although he was never a slave owner himself, his wife had inherited a plantation in the South with slaveholdings. Early on, Douglas believed that the institution of slavery was a matter for the states and not the federal government. He was the primary sponsor of the Compromise of 1850 in which he first proposed popular sovereignty, the idea that each territory had the right to control its destiny. The manifestation of this idea was the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 that effectively erased the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and stipulated that slavery could be extended to new territories in the West. This act, however, reinvigorated the tension that ultimately contributed to the Civil War.

In 1858 Abraham Lincoln challenged Douglas for his Senate seat. As part of the election, the two men held a series of seven debates that propelled Lincoln to the national spotlight and cost Douglas much of his Southern support. In his so-called Freeport Doctrine, Douglas defended popular sovereignty in the wake of the Dred Scott decision, which, Lincoln pointed out, contradicted the idea. Douglas maintained that slavery could be prevented from any territory by the refusal of the people living there to pass laws favorable to it. Similarly, if the people of a territory supported slavery, legislation would sanction its existence. Southerners were outraged by this position.

Douglas received the Democratic nomination for the presidency in 1860; however, the party split when the Southern delegates walked out of the convention over the issue of slavery and nominated their own candidate, John Breckinridge. Following Lincoln’s victory in the 1860 presidential election, Douglas urged the Southern states to accept the result. From the beginning of the Civil War, Douglas supported Lincoln’s efforts to maintain the Union, no matter the cost. Exhausted and suffering from fever, Douglas died in Chicago on January 3, 1861.
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Lincoln, Abraham (1809–1865)

U.S. congressman and president of the United States (1861–1865). Abraham Lincoln was born near Hodgenville, Kentucky, on February 12, 1809, to an impoverished family; his family moved to Indiana when he was seven years old. Lincoln’s formal education was limited to a few months in a one-teacher schoolhouse, but he was an avid reader from a young age. Sustaining himself with manual labor jobs, he moved to New Salem, Illinois, where he became a shopkeeper and postmaster.

Lincoln entered politics in 1834 when he was elected on the Whig ticket to the state assembly. He also began to read for the law and passed the bar in 1836. Lincoln finally settled in Springfield, Illinois, and established a successful law practice. He was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1847 and served just one term, during which he made his antislavery position well known; he also opposed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Now as a member of the new Republican Party, Lincoln ran for the U.S. Senate against Democrat Stephen Douglas in 1858. Lincoln lost that race but garnered much attention during the Lincoln-Douglas Debates concerning slavery in the territories. The Republican Party selected Lincoln as its standard-bearer in the 1860 presidential election. When the Democratic Party split, running two separate candidates against Lincoln, Lincoln was ensured victory, which in turn virtually ensured the sectional crisis that would lead to war. In 1861 when Lincoln took office, his only military experience had come over the course of a few weeks as a captain in the Illinois Militia during the Black Hawk War, during which he had seen no combat.
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Abraham Lincoln, known as the Great Emancipator for his role in freeing the slaves, was also a great war leader, who saw the whole situation clearly from the onset and knew what had to be accomplished. His problem was in finding the right general. (Library of Congress)

Although Lincoln’s presidency was entirely subsumed by the war, he did prove to be an adept foreign policy maker, managing to keep the peace with Great Britain during the Trent Affair and courting international goodwill with the Emancipation Proclamation. As an orator he was perhaps second to no other president, and he skillfully used his talent to prosecute the war effort and rally the American people. Little of great note was accomplished in domestic affairs during his tenure, although Lincoln’s administration was influential in the passage of the 1862 Homestead Act. Above all, Lincoln believed that only the unrelenting prosecution of the war would end the bloodshed and restore the Union, and his dedication to this never wavered, even in the face of staggering battlefield casualties and dogged political opposition, often including his own cabinet members.

When the Civil War began, Lincoln depended on the advice of the U.S. Army’s aged ranking general, Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, who called for applying external pressure to the Confederacy while avoiding direct penetration that might excite more fanatic resistance. Scott’s program, dubbed the Anaconda Plan, called for a naval blockade of the South and conquest of the Mississippi River.

Lincoln adopted much of Scott’s plan but, partially because of political pressure, added a direct thrust against the Confederate capital at Richmond. Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, commanding the Union field army in northern Virginia, believed that his troops were unready, but Lincoln pressed him to advance. The result was the Union defeat in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). Lincoln replaced McDowell with Major General George B. McClellan. McClellan delayed taking the offensive through the rest of 1861 and into 1862 while political pressures on Lincoln continued to mount.

West of the Appalachians, department commanders would neither cooperate nor advance. By January 1862, Lincoln was impatient enough to issue General War Order No. 1, directing all U.S. naval and land forces to advance on February 22. This shows the beginning of Lincoln’s awareness that Union victory was to be achieved in simultaneous pressure across the front.

One general heeded Lincoln’s order, and that was Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, who in conjunction with naval forces advanced prior to Lincoln’s deadline and captured Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, opening the way for a Union conquest of the Mississippi Valley.

In Virginia, however, Lincoln faced continued frustration. When McClellan finally revealed his plans to the president, they called for taking his army by water down the Chesapeake Bay to move against Richmond from the east. A reluctant Lincoln acquiesced. McClellan moved slowly and complained constantly that he needed more men for his Peninsula Campaign. Meanwhile, the Confederates launched a raid into the Shenandoah Valley almost to the Potomac, arousing fear for Washington and revealing that McClellan had apparently left fewer troops to secure the capital than Lincoln had specified, and the president diverted troops earmarked for McClellan to the Shenandoah Valley instead. McClellan complained bitterly about the diversion of troops, blaming Lincoln for his lack of success as his campaign ended in futility in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Lincoln removed McClellan from command in August 1862 and transferred his army back to northern Virginia but not soon enough to prevent another defeat for the forces already there at the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862). With the Confederates following up with an invasion of the North, Lincoln was compelled to restore McClellan to command in September. McClellan fought the Confederates to a draw in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) but allowed them to escape.

By the autumn of 1862, the western theater had become almost equally frustrating for Lincoln, as the Union drive in the Mississippi Valley had stalled. His patience nearly exhausted, in the western theater Lincoln replaced Major General Don Carlos Buell with Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans, and in the eastern theater the president replaced McClellan with Major General Ambrose Burnside.

Burnside suffered a horrific defeat at the hands of Confederate forces at Fredericksburg on December 13. Grant’s two-pronged drive to take Vicksburg also ended in failure on December 20. Overall Lincoln’s winter offensives had been a disaster, but his concept of simultaneous pressure on the Confederacy had showed some promising results.

Lincoln had little choice but to sack Burnside in early 1863, replacing him with the mercurial Major General Joseph Hooker, who had been intriguing against Burnside. Hooker reinvigorated the Army of the Potomac but suffered an ignominious defeat in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Meanwhile, Grant’s April 1–July 4 Second Vicksburg Campaign ended with a Confederate surrender along with the capture of its 30,000-man garrison.

By now, the victorious Confederate general Robert E. Lee had advanced into Pennsylvania. Lincoln saw the movement as a chance to trap Lee’s army and, combined with the western successes, win the war. Hooker proved reluctant to meet Lee in battle again, and Lincoln replaced him with Brigadier General George G. Meade. Three days later, Meade defeated Lee at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) but failed to pursue him aggressively back to Virginia.

In the spring of 1864 Lincoln, with congressional approval, named Grant, the army’s only active lieutenant general, as general in chief. The president’s direct role in directing strategy did not end with this but did greatly diminish, for Lincoln gave Grant wide latitude. When that summer Lee dispatched another raid to threaten Washington and break Grant’s grip on Richmond, Grant held on outside Richmond and dispatched troops who stopped the Confederates at the Washington defenses. By the time of the April 9, 1865, surrender at Appomattox, Lincoln had assembled a successful team of generals led by an outstanding commanding general, and he himself had become an effective commander in chief.

On April 14, 1865, Lincoln was shot in the head at close range by Southern sympathizer John Wilkes Booth while the president enjoyed a theatrical production at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. Lincoln died of his wound the following morning. Unfortunately, Lincoln’s death emboldened the Radical Republicans, and their Reconstruction agenda largely held sway in the years after the war. Just a month prior to his death, in his second inaugural address Lincoln had set the tone for his version of Reconstruction, which he had hoped would feature malice toward none and charity for all. It became quickly apparent that such would not be the case, however.

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH
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Lincoln, Mary Ann Todd (1818–1882)

Wife of U.S. president Abraham Lincoln. Mary Ann Todd was born on December 13, 1818, in Lexington, Kentucky, to prominent slave owners Robert Smith Todd and Eliza Parker Todd. Mary Todd studied at the Shelby Female Academy in Lexington for nine years and in 1839 moved to Springfield, Illinois, where her sister Elizabeth had relocated after marriage. In Springfield, Mary met Lincoln, who was practicing law there. The couple married on November 4, 1842. They had four children, all boys: Robert Todd Lincoln, Edward “Eddie” Baker Lincoln, William “Willie” Wallace Lincoln, and Thomas “Tad” Lincoln.

During the Civil War, some Northerners accused Mary Todd Lincoln of being a Confederate spy, while Southerners accused her of being a traitor. In addition, the press in the North criticized her for using federal funds to redecorate the White House during wartime. Although Congress had authorized the redecoration, she overspent the allotted budget by a considerable sum. She was also criticized for using federal funds for extensive personal shopping adventures and lavish parties. Moreover, her high-strung personality, viewed by many Lincoln aides as arrogant, made her widely unpopular. After her son Willie died in the White House in 1862 she stopped attending social functions for one year, which also came under press criticism. To ease her grief, she organized numerous séances in the White House and visited wounded soldiers in Union Army hospitals. It is now clear that she suffered from significant depression for much of her adult life.

President Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination, although intensifying Mary Lincoln’s grief and depression, did not curtail her spending sprees. Tad’s death in 1871 further intensified her grief, and in 1875 her son Robert, worried about her fiscal and mental well-being, committed her to an asylum in Batavia, Illinois, for three months. After she was released, she spent four years living in Pau, France. Mary Todd Lincoln returned to Illinois in 1880 and died at her sister’s home in Springfield on July 16, 1882.
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Yates, Richard (1815–1873)

U.S. lawyer, congressman, governor of Illinois, and U.S. senator. Richard Yates was born on January 18, 1815 (some sources list 1818), in Warsaw, Kentucky, and graduated from Illinois College in 1835. After studying law at Kentucky’s Transylvania University, he was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1837 and began a legal practice in Jacksonville, Illinois. Entering state politics as a Whig, he served in the Illinois House of Representatives during 1842–1845 and again during 1848–1849. In 1850 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives and served from 1851 to 1855. Toward the end of his term, he began to identify with the newly formed Republican Party.

In 1860 Yates defeated his Democratic opponent for governor, James C. Allen, and took office in 1861. A staunch supporter of President Abraham Lincoln, Yates employed expansive executive powers to support the Union war effort and quash elements he believed to be disloyal. Fearful that Confederate incursions into neighboring Kentucky and Missouri might spill over into his state, he repeatedly appealed directly to Lincoln for aid, bypassing the War Department entirely. These actions proved to be highly unpopular with many other Union governors.

Illinois had a sizable number of Copperheads (Peace Democrats), particularly in the southern reaches of the state, and Yates moved aggressively—and controversially—against them. By 1863 he had begun to order the arrest and detention of citizens deemed disloyal, much to the consternation of his opponents. In the summer of 1863, Yates unilaterally adjourned the Democratic-controlled state legislature after it called for a national convention to reconcile with the seceded Southern states. Yates governed much of the remainder of his term without a sitting legislature.

Because by law he could not stand for reelection, Yates ran for a seat in the U.S. Senate, where he served from March 1865 until March 1871. He did not seek reelection but was soon appointed a U.S. railroad commissioner by President Ulysses S. Grant. Yates retained the position until his death in St. Louis on November 27, 1873.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Buford, John (1826–1863)

Union officer. Born in Woodford County, Kentucky, on March 4, 1826, John Buford moved with his family to Illinois. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848. Commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to the 2nd Dragoons, Buford saw extensive service in the West, including participation in the Utah Expedition (1857–1858). He earned promotion to first lieutenant on July 9, 1853, and to captain on March 9, 1859.

After the start of the Civil War, Buford’s regiment was ordered to the Washington, D.C., area and was redesignated the 2nd Cavalry in August 1861. On November 12 Buford became assistant inspector general, with the staff rank of major. Commissioned brigadier general of volunteers on July 27, 1862, he took command of a cavalry brigade in Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia and rendered excellent service during the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30), when Buford was wounded in the knee. He served in the largely administrative role of chief of cavalry during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13).

Buford then assumed command of the Reserve Brigade, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, which he led in Major General George Stoneman’s raids on Richmond during the Chancellorsville Campaign (April 29–May 8, 1863). On May 22 Buford assumed command of the 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, and led it during the cavalry actions at Brandy Station (June 9) and Upperville (June 21) that preceded the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). It was on the first day at Gettysburg that Buford earned lasting renown. Deploying his two cavalry brigades, he successfully opposed the advance of Confederate infantry long enough for I Corps to arrive, allowing the Federals to select and hold a favorable position. His division remained active throughout the epic battle and the subsequent retreat of the Confederate army.

During the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), Buford contracted typhoid fever, from which he died on December 16, 1863, in Washington, D.C. His promotion to major general of volunteers, to rank from the first day at Gettysburg, reportedly was delivered to him on his deathbed.
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Grierson, Benjamin Henry (1826–1911)

Union officer. Born on July 8, 1826, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Benjamin Henry Grierson moved with his family to Ohio and then Illinois. His first career was as a musician, including stints as the bugler for a militia company and as a music teacher. He gave this up in 1854 and tried his hand at business. Grierson also became active in politics, at first with the Know-Nothing Party and then with the new Republican Party because of his opposition to slavery. Meanwhile, his business venture failed in 1859.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Grierson served as a volunteer aide-de-camp for Brigadier General Benjamin Prentiss before becoming a major in the 6th Illinois Cavalry in April 1862. Taking part in numerous engagements in northern Mississippi and western Tennessee, Grierson received command of a brigade in December, mainly because of his aggressive pursuit of a Confederate force that had raided the Union supply depot in Holly Springs, Mississippi, on December 20, 1862.

In April 1863 Grierson gained attention when he led his brigade of 1,700 men on a 16-day cavalry raid to divert attention from Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s campaign against Vicksburg. Grierson’s Raid began at La Grange, Tennessee, on April 17. When he reached Baton Rouge on May 2, he had covered more than 900 miles in only 16 days. For a loss of 27 of his own men, he inflicted some 600 casualties on the Confederates (an estimated 100 killed or wounded and 500 captured and later paroled), captured 1,000 horses and mules, destroyed 50 miles of rail track and telegraph lines, and took 3,000 stands of small arms. This action won Grierson appointment as brigadier general of volunteers on June 3, 1863.

Grierson fought in the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864), withdrawing only after his men ran out of ammunition, and in the Battle of Tupelo (July 14–15). He then led raids into Mississippi and against Mobile, Alabama, ending the war as a brevet major general. Grierson subsequently received promotion to major general of volunteers before mustering out in April 1866. In 1867 he received regular army brevets to brigadier and major general for his 1863 raid.

After the war Grierson accepted appointment as a colonel of the 10th Cavalry, one of two regular army mounted regiments established for African American soldiers. He commanded many important posts in the West and participated in numerous actions against Native Americans, most notably the Apaches. In 1888 Grierson took command of the Department of Arizona. One of the longest-tenured colonels in the army, he finally earned promotion to brigadier general in April 1890. He retired three months later. Grierson died on August 31, 1911, in Omena, Michigan.
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Logan, John Alexander (1826–1886)

Union officer. Born in Jackson County, Illinois, on February 9, 1826, John Alexander “Black Jack” Logan studied law and served as a second lieutenant in an Illinois regiment during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) prior to embarking on a political career. A Democrat, he served in the Illinois legislature before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1858. Reelected in 1860, he took a strong pro-Union stance. Although still a civilian, Logan joined the fighting during the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). He then raised a volunteer regiment, the 31st Illinois Infantry, becoming its colonel.

Logan saw action at the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) and was wounded at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862). On March 24 he received promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. He then commanded a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee during the operations against Corinth, Mississippi (May 3–30, 1862). Logan assumed command of a division in November, and his promotion to major general came on November 29. He led a division in XVII Corps during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and in December 1863 became the commander of XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee.

When Major General James B. McPherson was killed on July 22, 1864, during the Battle of Atlanta, Logan assumed command of the Army of the Tennessee. His inspiring leadership helped to rally the staggered force. Despite his conspicuous performance and an excellent record as a combat commander, Logan was passed over for the permanent command, which went to Major General O. O. Howard, a West Pointer. Although embittered, Logan served through the end of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but left the army in September to campaign for President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection. Returning to duty in Savannah, Georgia, in January 1865, Logan led XV Corps throughout Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April) and closed the war as commander, again, of the Army of the Tennessee. Logan resigned his commission in August 1865.

Logan returned to politics as a Republican, serving in both the House (1867–1871) and Senate (1871–1877, 1879–1886) and mounting an unsuccessful run for the vice presidency in 1884. He also wrote extensively, extolling the virtues of the volunteer soldier (he harbored a deep resentment of the professionals), and became active in veterans’ affairs. Clearly among the more capable of the so-called political generals, Logan died in Washington, D.C., on December 26, 1886.
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McClernand, John Alexander (1812–1900)

Union officer. Born in Breckinridge County, Kentucky, on May 30, 1812, John Alexander McClernand moved with his family to Shawneetown, Illinois, as a young child. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1832, but the outbreak of the Black Hawk War that year interrupted his legal career. He served only two months, seeing no action.

McClernand remained active in the militia and worked as a newspaper editor, but he focused his attention on politics. A Democrat, he won election to the Illinois legislature in 1836 and held office until 1843, when he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. McClernand cooperated with Illinois senator Stephen Douglas on numerous issues, including crafting and passing the Compromise of 1850. McClernand moved to Jacksonville, Illinois, in 1851 and did not seek reelection.

In 1859 McClernand again ran for Congress and won. He tried to negotiate a compromise in 1860 that would have averted war, but once the fighting began, he supported the Union. He resigned from Congress and went to Illinois to recruit. Recognizing McClernand’s value to the Union as a War Democrat, President Abraham Lincoln appointed him a brigadier general of volunteers on August 7, 1861.

McClernand took command of a brigade at Cairo, Illinois, under Major General Ulysses S. Grant. On November 7, 1861, McClernand led his brigade under Grant in attacking a Confederate force at Belmont, Missouri. McClernand distinguished himself in the battle, during which Union troops drove back the Confederates and destroyed their camp before retreating upon the arrival of Southern reinforcements.

In February 1862 McClernand commanded a division in the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson. He made an unauthorized assault on one of Fort Donelson’s fortified outposts on February 13 and was repulsed with heavy losses. The attack, which angered Grant, helped to conceal the inferiority of Union numbers at that point in the battle, however. Two days later when the fort’s garrison attempted to fight through the encircling Union lines, the attackers struck McClernand’s division and temporarily broke through before being driven back in heavy fighting. The Confederates surrendered the next day. In the wake of the victory, McClernand was promoted to major general on March 21, 1862.

Before the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), McClernand warned his superiors that a Confederate attack was possible but was ignored, and the Union army was taken by surprise on the morning of April 6. McClernand’s troops fought well but during the course of the day were slowly driven back to the Tennessee River. With the arrival of Union reinforcements, Grant took the offensive the next day.

That summer with the Union advance into Mississippi virtually at a halt, McClernand welcomed an invitation from Illinois governor Richard Yates to join him on a visit to Washington. There McClernand convinced Lincoln to give him a long-sought independent command to undertake the capture of Vicksburg, Mississippi. McClernand returned to Illinois and began raising troops.

McClernand took his recruits down the Mississippi River, assumed command from Major General William T. Sherman, and on January 11, 1863, captured Confederate Fort Hindman (Arkansas Post) on the Arkansas River along with its garrison of 5,000 men. Although he had originally opposed the expedition, the pompous McClernand took full credit.
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Congressman John A. McClernand of Illinois was a Democrat who supported the Northern war effort. Securing a commission as a brigadier general and later promoted to major general, he had an unwarranted high opinion of his military abilities, which he trumpeted publically, leading Major General Ulysses S. Grant to remove him from his command. (Library of Congress)

Fears that Grant would be placed under McClernand proved groundless, but Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter, Sherman, and Grant all worried that McClernand might sabotage the Vicksburg operation. Sherman and Porter wrote to Grant and urged him to assume personal command. Grant agreed, reorganizing his forces into three corps under Sherman, McClernand, and James B. McPherson. McClernand served during most of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), including the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16) and the assault on Vicksburg (May 22). His relations with Grant remained tense, however.

Eager to dispose of his uncooperative subordinate, Grant found the necessary pretext in a congratulatory order that McClernand had issued to his corps after the May 22 battle. In the document, which had found its way into the newspapers, McClernand lauded his own part in the battle and implied that his troops could have won a victory if they had been properly supported. Grant’s other corps commanders were enraged. Because McClernand had violated regulations by publishing the order without Grant’s approval, Grant dismissed him from command on June 18.

McClernand was restored to the command of XIII Corps in January 1864, but the unit remained largely idle on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. In May he resigned from the army after contracting malaria. Following the war, McClernand practiced law and remained politically active in Illinois, holding various minor offices. McClernand died on September 20, 1900, in Springfield, Illinois.
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Pope, John (1822–1892)

Union officer. John Pope was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on March 16, 1822, but grew up in Kaskaskia, Illinois. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842 and then served as a topographical engineer. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Pope distinguished himself at the Battle of Monterrey and the Battle of Buena Vista, earning brevets for each.

After the war, Pope carried out surveys in Minnesota and the American Southwest, winning promotion to first lieutenant in 1855. In 1856 he was promoted to captain. By the late 1850s, Pope was known as an expert horseman and an intrepid soldier. He was also known for his impetuosity and caustic personality.

When the Civil War began, Pope was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers in June 1861. He held various district and field commands until February 1862, when he was assigned to command the Union Army of the Mississippi as a major general of volunteers.

Pope’s army captured two key Confederate positions on the Mississippi River: New Madrid, Missouri, in mid-March 1862 and, with the assistance of the navy, Island No. 10 and its 5,000 defenders in early April. These successes earned him promotion to brigadier general in the regular army and a summons to Washington, D.C., to command the new Army of Virginia.

Pope led his troops in the Bull Run Campaign and in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) but was convincingly defeated by Confederate forces led by General Robert E. Lee. Pope blamed the loss on his “unsoldierly officers,” who he claimed were more loyal to Major General George B. McClellan than to him. Nevertheless, Pope had conducted an orderly retreat to Washington, D.C. President Abraham Lincoln apparently agreed with his commander’s assessment, writing that Pope did well but had been handicapped by a lack of loyalty among his subordinates. Despite this, Pope was removed from command the following month and assigned to head the Department of the Northwest, where the army had just defeated an uprising by the Santee Sioux in Minnesota. A military tribunal had sentenced 303 Santees to death for their participation in the fighting. Responsibility for reviewing the sentences and carrying out the executions now fell to Pope. Although he favored executing the condemned Santees, he referred the matter to President Lincoln, who reduced the number of death sentences to 39.

Impressed by Pope’s leadership, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant created the Division of Missouri in 1864 that extended Pope’s command westward to the Rocky Mountains. During the next three years, Pope vigorously prosecuted efforts to contain Native Americans in the West. He subsequently held a Reconstruction command in the South.

In 1870, Pope returned to the Department of Missouri and played a significant role in the Indian Wars on the Great Plains and in Texas. Promoted to major general in 1882, he assumed command of the Division of the Pacific. In 1886 he retired from the army. Pope died in Sandusky, Ohio, on September 23, 1892.
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Indiana

INTRODUCTION

Indiana, located in the Midwest, made significant contributions to the Union war effort during the Civil War. Admitted to the Union in 1816, Indiana was carved out of the Old Northwest Territory, which the U.S. government had wrested from Native Americans by force during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Indiana encompasses 36,185 square miles and is bordered by Lake Michigan and the state of Michigan to the north, Ohio to the east, Kentucky to the south, and Illinois to the west. Indiana’s long southern border formed by the Ohio River gives the state excellent access by water to points farther east and ready access to the Mississippi River to the south and west. On the eve of the Civil War in 1861, Indiana’s population stood at 1.35 million; the state had undergone a significant population boom in the decades preceding the war.

Indiana residents generally supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s efforts to maintain the Union during this conflict, although there was significant opposition to the war effort and some level of sympathy for the Confederacy, especially in the southern portion of the state. Republican governor Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton, in office from 1861 to 1867, made concerted efforts to provide Indiana troops to meet federal requirements, with Indiana soldiers playing a significant role, most famously those of the Iron Brigade in such engagements as the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Camp Morton in Indianapolis, the state capital, became a prominent center for Confederate prisoners of war.

The slow progress of the war and the unpopularity of the draft resulted in Democrats gaining control of the Indiana legislature in the 1862 elections. Contentious relations between the legislature and Morton caused him to bypass the legislature and seek war funding directly from the War Department, private banks, and other commercial and political allies. These moves were highly controversial, particularly among his political adversaries.

The only fighting in Indiana occurred when forces led by Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan invaded southern Indiana on July 8, 1863, entering Harrison County and conducting operations at Corydon, Salem, Dupont, and Versailles before moving into Ohio and being captured. Morgan’s invasion helped Morton galvanize statewide support for the war effort, with thousands volunteering to help defeat the invaders.

Lincoln’s national suspension of habeas corpus in 1862 was unpopular in parts of Indiana. Violent opposition to the war occurred in many counties, with most of this originating from the Knights of the Golden Circle, a secret organization whose goal was to promote Southern interests. This group’s membership was broken up through widespread arrests and convictions of its members, largely upon the orders of Governor Morton.

An important constitutional law issue during this time arose upon the arrest of antiwar Democrat Lamdin Milligan of Huntington, Indiana, who was charged with conspiring against the government and aiding the enemy. Milligan was tried and convicted by a military commission and sentenced to death. He appealed this sentence by petitioning the federal courts, contending that military commissions could not try a civilian. Ultimately the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in his favor in Ex Parte Milligan in 1866.

More favorable war news in 1864 and the Democrats’ association with charges of treason because of the activities of the Knights of the Golden Circle resulted in Morton’s reelection that year and the return of a Republican-controlled legislature. The Civil War increased Indiana’s pace of industrialization and transformed Indianapolis into a major urban area. Indiana soldiers suffered more than 7,000 combat fatalities and 18,000 disease-related deaths. Morton’s successful but controversial leadership ultimately propelled him to the U.S. Senate, and Indiana became an important part of the Republican electoral coalition during the rest of the 19th century.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Indianapolis, Indiana

Capital of Indiana and the state’s largest and most populous city at the time of the Civil War. Indianapolis was situated in central Indiana along the White River and its tributary, Fall Creek. The city’s population in 1860 was 18,611. Indianapolis was first incorporated as a town in 1820, when the state assembly selected it as the site of the Indiana state capital. It was not until 1825, however, that the seat of government was transferred to Indianapolis and planners began laying out the new city. Prior to that, Indianapolis was little more than a swampy outpost with a few fur traders. The National Road, which linked Vandalia, Illinois, with Cumberland, Maryland, passed through the town, however, which led to its relatively quick transformation into a city of some means and population.

Indianapoolis, a major transportation hub during the Civil War, was fed by several major interstate and intrastate rail lines. The city also had a small manufacturing base, chiefly in textiles, that aided in the Union war effort. Pro-Union sympathies ran strong in the city and surrounding areas, and there were numerous incidents in which pro-Union vigilante groups harassed and threatened suspected Confederate sympathizers. Indiana governor Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton, who resided in Indianapolis, was a strong supporter of President Abraham Lincoln and the Union war effort. The city became a major mustering point for Indiana troops, and thousands of other Union troops passed through the city on their way to battlefields farther to the south.

Indianapolis was perhaps best known during the Civil War as the home of Camp Morton, a makeshift prisoner-of-war camp erected to house captured Confederate soldiers. First used as a prisoner-of-war facility in February 1862, it at one point held as many as 4,000 detainees. In all, 1,763 prisoners died there.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Price, Nelson. Indianapolis Then and Now. San Diego: Thunder Bay, 2004.

Winslow, Hattie Lou. Camp Morton, 1861–1865: Indianapolis Prison Camp. Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1995.

Jeffersonville, Indiana

Major logistics center for the Union Army located in far southern Indiana. Jeffersonville, which had an 1860 population of 4,020, is located across the Ohio River from Louisville, Kentucky. Despite Jeffersonville’s small population, the town played an important part in the Civil War because of its location along the Ohio and its connection to major rail lines. Three railroads fed into Jeffersonville from the north, while the Louisville & Nashville Railroad linked Jeffersonville with points south. Jeffersonville has traditionally been termed the “Gateway to the South” for these reasons.
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United States General Hospital by the Ohio River at Jeffersonville, Indiana. With more than 5,000 beds, it was one of the largest military hospitals during the war, when it treated more than 16,000 soldiers. (Miller, Francis Trevelyan and Robert Sampson Lanier, The Photographic History of the Civil War, vol. 7, 1911)

In addition to its important transportation infrastructure, Jeffersonville was home to Camp Joe Holt, a major mobilization center for troops from northern Kentucky and southern Indiana. By the early 1800s, settlers who had set up homesteads along the river named their nascent town Jeffersonville, because the town’s streets were laid out in a grid pattern suggested by President Thomas Jefferson. The area had at one time been the site of a U.S. Army fort designed to protect the western frontier.

Besides serving as an entrepôt for troops and supplies, Jeffersonville was home to Jefferson General Hospital, which operated from February 1864 to December 1866. It was one of the largest military hospitals in the Union at the time. With more than 5,000 beds, the facility treated more than 16,000 soldiers during its relatively short tenure. In 1871 the U.S. War Department established the Jeffersonville Quartermaster Depot in the town, which was used for every conflict from the Spanish-American War to the Korean War. During World War II, German prisoners of war were kept there. The facility was decommissioned in 1957.
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New Albany, Indiana

Town located in Floyd County, Indiana, in the far southern portion of the state along the Ohio River. New Albany is not far from Louisville, Kentucky, and is today part of the Louisville Metropolitan Statistical Area. With an 1860 population of 12,647, New Albany was among Indiana’s wealthiest and most populous cities during the Civil War. Commercially, New Albany rivaled in importance the state capital at Indianapolis, with a population of more than 18,000. By the early 1780s before the end of the American Revolutionary War, the area that eventually became New Albany had been granted to a Revolutionary War officer. It then passed into private hands and was subdivided into individual homesteads beginning in 1813.

In 1817, New Albany was incorporated as a town in Clark County; in 1819, however, when Floyd County was partially carved out of Clark County, New Albany became the county seat of the new county. In 1839, New Albany was officially incorporated as a city. By then, it had begun to experience a major boom in population and commercial interests owing to the rise of steamships plying the Ohio River.

By the early to mid-1840s, New Albany was home to more than six major shipbuilding companies that produced dozens of steamboats and packet boats. To support the shipbuilding business, numerous ancillary industries sprang up in New Albany, including foundries, sawmills, machine shops, cabinetmaking facilities, and silversmith shops. By 1850 or so, New Albany was the largest and most prosperous city in Indiana. For many years New Albany remained larger and wealthier than Louisville.

When the Civil War began in 1861, the Indiana government moved aggressively to secure New Albany and forestall any Confederate attempts to threaten this strategic city. New Albany’s place along the Ohio River and its impressive industrial base and shipbuilding facilities made it a naturally strategic area for the Union. In 1861 Camp Noble, which served as a mustering point for Indiana troops, was established on the fairgrounds in New Albany. Because of its proximity to Kentucky, a border state, there was a significant amount of pro-Southern sentiment in the city, which continued well into the Reconstruction period. New Albany was home to the American Plate Glass Works, one of the nation’s largest suppliers of glass-related items, which began operations during the last year of the war. By the early 1870s with the diminution of the steamboat industry, New Albany became less important as a commercial hub, overshadowed by Indianapolis to the north and Louisville to the immediate south.

In the last third of the 19th century, however, New Albany became a center for locomotive repair and a major pork-processing center, which helped offset the loss of the steamboat-related industries. In 1886 the first bridge linking New Albany with Kentucky was built, connecting the city’s economy with that of Louisville.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Camp Morton

Union prisoner-of-war facility located on the north side of Indianapolis, Indiana. The 35-acre site was established as the grounds for the Indiana State Fair in the 1850s. In 1861 the state government began using the facility as a mustering and training area for state volunteers. At that point the area was informally named Camp Morton, in honor of Indiana governor Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton.

In February 1862, Union officials needed a facility to hold Confederates taken during the Battle of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), and they pressed Camp Morton into service. The first internees arrived by mid-February, and by the early summer the prisoner population had increased to nearly 3,000. Initially the prisoners were held in facilities intended to hold livestock; the barracks had no floors and had only paper-thin walls and very little heat. New barracks were hastily built, but they still proved to be woefully inadequate. The prisoners suffered from the winter cold and the camp’s poor drainage, which facilitated the spread of disease.

On July 14, 1862, Camp Morton witnessed its largest organized escape attempt when some 50 men tried to tunnel their way to freedom. Most were caught or shot to death. The facility was decommissioned in August 1862 following a general prisoner exchange.

During the winter of 1863, Camp Morton was once again pressed into service as a prisoner-of-war facility. It was placed under the command of Colonel William Hoffman, who immediately attempted to institute reforms and save money. He initially improved morale by providing prisoners with tobacco, stationery, and stamps and by permitting the prisoners to meet with visitors. However, as the prison population ballooned, perhaps to as high as 3,500–4,000, conditions in the facility rapidly deteriorated. Food rations were cut, violence among inmates increased, and infectious diseases rapidly proliferated. The winters of 1863–1864 and 1864–1865 were particularly grim, as internees suffered greatly from bitterly cold conditions and poor hygiene and diets. Clothing was also in very short supply.

By the time Camp Morton was closed and again became home to the Indiana State Fair in the summer of 1865, 1,763 inmates had died there, the vast majority from sickness, exposure, and malnutrition. It is believed that 10 or 12 died during escape attempts or in prisoner revolts and fights.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Bright, Jesse David (1812–1875)

Indiana politician and U.S. senator (1845–1862). Jesse David Bright was born on December 18, 1812, in Norwich, New York, and in 1820 he moved with his family to Madison, Indiana. Although he possessed a limited education and a coarse manner, Bright proved to be a ruthless politician and an expert organizer, rising quickly to financial and political prominence. In 1843 he was elected Indiana’s lieutenant governor, and in 1845 he won election to the U.S. Senate, holding the seat until 1862. On three separate occasions, he served as president pro tempore.

A proslavery Democrat, Bright kept slaves on land he owned in Kentucky. During his Senate years he was the most powerful figure of the Indiana Democratic Party, maintaining authority through a political machine that demanded loyalty to him. He was also an intraparty rival of Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, whom Bright criticized for his more moderate stance on slavery.

Bright’s national political career came to an inglorious end on February 5, 1862, when he was among 14 senators expelled; Bright was the only senator from a Northern state who was expelled. In August 1861 a letter dated March 1, 1861, was discovered wherein Bright had written an introduction for an arms dealer to Confederate president Jefferson Davis. In addition, Bright had addressed Davis as “president of the Confederacy,” acknowledging the otherwise illegal office. With the letter as evidence, the Senate charged Bright with Southern sympathies and expelled him in February 1862. Union authorities soon confiscated his estate in Port Hudson, Indiana, turning the grounds into Jefferson General Hospital. Bright unsuccessfully attempted to reclaim his Senate seat in 1863, and following that defeat he moved to Kentucky, serving in the Kentucky House of Representatives from 1867 to 1871. In 1874 he moved to Baltimore, Maryland, where he died on May 20, 1875.
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Morton, Oliver Hazard Perry Throck (1823–1877)

Governor of Indiana (1861–1867). Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton (he went by Oliver Perry Morton) was born in Salisbury, Indiana, on August 4, 1823. Growing up in eastern Indiana and southwestern Ohio, he attended local schools, enrolled at Miami University (Ohio), and pursued various occupations before deciding to study law. Morton eventually practiced law in Centerville, Indiana, specializing in railroad-related legal issues.

Morton became interested in politics with the rise of national sectional tensions, beginning as a Democrat before migrating to the embryonic Republic Party in the 1850s. Although he initially warned his political compatriots against placing excessive emphasis on abolition, he eventually did so himself as the Republican candidate for lieutenant governor of Indiana in 1860 on a victorious ticket headed by former Whig Henry S. Lane.

Lane was subsequently appointed to the U.S. Senate by the Republican-controlled Indiana legislature, and Morton became governor in 1861. During his tenure as governor he made major efforts to assist the Union cause, including assembling 6,000 soldiers within a week of President Abraham Lincoln’s first call for troops, working overtime to ensure that the men were well fed and well clothed and received high-quality medical treatment, and establishing a state-run arsenal to manufacture ammunition.

Struggling Union war efforts in 1862 saw Democrats gain control of the Indiana legislature in the midterm elections and denounce the war. Morton, encouraged by his Republican allies, responded by running the state on his own. Refusing to call the legislature into session, he relied on War Department loans, private banks, businesses, and local Republican officials to fund governmental operations. These efforts produced revenues of more than $1 million and expenditures in excess of $900,000.

Morton branded his Democratic adversaries subversives and repeatedly warned federal officials of Copperhead threats to Indiana and the entire nation. A wave of highly publicized Indiana treason arrests and more favorable war news for the Union side in late 1864 aided Morton’s reelection and a return to Republican control of Indiana’s legislature.

Morton served in the U.S. Senate beginning in 1867 until his death in 1877. There he strongly supported both Reconstruction and federal interstate railroad regulation. Morton was also an unsuccessful 1876 presidential candidate, and he served as a member of the Electoral Commission investigating the controversial 1876 presidential election.

Morton died in Indianapolis on November 1, 1877. His legacy consists of providing strong and decisive Civil War leadership for the Union cause, which must be balanced with criticism of the constitutionally questionable means he used to govern Indiana during the conflict.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Burnside, Ambrose Everett (1824–1881)

Union officer. Born in Liberty, Indiana, on May 23, 1824, Ambrose Everett Burnside graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1847 and was commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to artillery. Too late to see action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served on the southwestern frontier and was wounded while fighting Apaches. In 1853 he resigned from the army and settled in Providence, Rhode Island, where he went into business manufacturing the Burnside carbine, which he had invented. The carbine was an excellent weapon, and the War Department contracted to make extensive purchases. However, Secretary of War John B. Floyd, apparently bribed by a rival gun maker, broke the contract with Burnside. Burnside lost an 1858 election for Congress, and shortly thereafter his factory burned and his creditors took control of the patents for the carbine, some 55,000 of which were produced during the Civil War.

When the Civil War began, Burnside raised the 1st Rhode Island Volunteer Regiment and became its colonel. He led a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861) and was promoted to brigadier general in August 1861. Later in the summer, he took command of Union troops operating against the North Carolina coast. On February 7 Burnside and 7,500 men landed on Roanoke Island and the next day forced its 2,500-man Confederate garrison to surrender. Burnside captured New Bern on March 14. Thereafter Burnside’s coastal command was expanded to full corps strength, designated IX Corps.
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Although distinguishing himself early in the war, Union Major General Ambrose E.  Burnside proved ineffective in high command and led the Army of the Potomac into defeat in the Battle of Fredericksburg on December 13, 1862. Held responsible for the fiasco of the Battle of the Crater on July 30, 1864, he was relieved of command and never returned to duty. (Library of Congress)

In recognition of his victories, Burnside was advanced to major general in March 1862. After Major General George B. McClellan’s defeat in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), President Abraham Lincoln offered Burnside command of the Army of the Potomac, but Burnside turned it down because he believed that he was not competent to command such a large force and because he was loyal to his friend McClellan. Transferred to northern Virginia to support Major General John Pope, Burnside played only a minor role in the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 9–September 1, 1862). After Pope’s defeat there, Lincoln again offered command of the army to Burnside, but again he refused, saying that he doubted has own capabilities.

At the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Burnside took most of the day crossing Antietam Creek, fixating on capturing an arched stone bridge even though the creek was readily fordable at many points. The delay allowed General Robert E. Lee to shift forces and blunt the Union attacks, although by the narrowest of margins. McClellan never forgave Burnside for what he believed to be his slowness in the battle.

On November 7, 1862, Lincoln, fed up with McClellan’s endless delays, removed him from command and ordered Burnside to take over the Army of the Potomac. Well aware that Lincoln expected aggressive operations in the near future, Burnside submitted and Lincoln approved a plan to turn Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia by passing around its right, crossing the Rappahannock at Fredericksburg, and getting between Lee and Richmond. All went well until the army actually reached Fredericksburg and it was discovered that a low priority had been assigned to the pontoon bridging equipment, which was unready. Rather than attempt an immediate crossing, which undoubtedly would have been successful, Burnside chose to wait for the specialized equipment. The delay allowed Lee to arrive on the south bank of the river and take up a strong defensive position on Marye’s Heights, blocking southward egress from the town. Burnside finally crossed the river and occupied the town, but in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), his repeated frontal assaults against Marye’s Heights proved futile and produced heavy Union casualties and Lee’s most lopsided victory of the war. Burnside withdrew across the Rappahannock amid bitter and open grumbling from his high-ranking subordinates. Before Burnside could act against them, Lincoln removed him from command.

Burnside’s next assignment was as commander of the Army of the Ohio. He captured Knoxville, Tennessee, on September 2, 1863, but later was besieged there by Confederate forces under Lieutenant General James Longstreet, who mounted a bloody and futile assault on Burnside’s fortified position but then withdrew when a Union relief force approached from Chattanooga.

In the spring of 1864, Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant brought Burnside and his IX Corps east to take part in the campaign in Virginia, where Burnside performed in an uninspired but passable manner. Early during the deadlock in the Petersburg trenches, some of Burnside’s men tunneled under Confederate lines and placed a large explosive charge there. The plan was for Union troops to attack through the gap that would be created when the mine was detonated. Burnside had one of his divisions specially train to lead the attack, but on July 30 a few hours before the assault was scheduled to go in, he was ordered not to use that division because it consisted of African Americans. Forced to select from his other three divisions, Burnside resorted to having the division commanders draw straws. The least competent of the three drew the short straw, and Burnside let him proceed with the attack, which was a fiasco. Burnside was relieved of command on August 14, and a court of inquiry found him largely responsible for the debacle that became known as the Battle of the Crater. He never returned to duty.

Burnside resigned his commission in April 1865 and went on to serve as governor of Rhode Island, being elected three times—in 1866, 1867, and 1868. He returned to his previous business activities and in 1874 was elected to the U.S. Senate, serving until his death in Bristol, Rhode Island, on September 13, 1881.
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Davis, Jefferson Columbus (1828–1879)

Union officer. Born in Clark County, Indiana, on March 2, 1828, Jefferson Columbus Davis fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a teenaged volunteer and in 1848 was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1852, he was stationed at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor on April 12, 1861, when the Confederates bombarded it. Evacuated with the rest of the garrison, in May he received promotion to captain. In August 1861 Davis entered the volunteer service and accepted the colonelcy of the 22nd Indiana Infantry, and he saw some action in Missouri before assuming command of a division in the Army of the Southwest. He was promoted to brigadier general in December 1861.

Davis commanded the division at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) and, transferring to the Army of the Mississippi, in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30). On sick leave during the Confederate invasion of Kentucky, he nevertheless offered his services in the defense of Cincinnati and Louisville. In Louisville on September 29, Davis initiated an altercation with his superior, Major General William Nelson, after which Davis shot and killed Nelson, apparently in cold blood. Davis’s ability and political connections undoubtedly helped him avoid punishment, but he never fully recovered his reputation.

Returning to active duty in November 1862, Davis commanded a division in the Army of the Cumberland during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3), the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20), the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25), and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). In August he was assigned to command XIV Corps with the brevet rank of major general (he never received the substantive rank to which he was entitled). After the fall of Atlanta, Davis led the corps in Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Brevetted through major general in the regular and volunteer organizations, Davis mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866.

Resuming his regular army career, Davis became colonel of the new 23rd Infantry, headed the Department of Alaska after the U.S. government took possession from Russia, and succeeded the murdered Brigadier General Edward R. S. Canby as field commander in the 1873 Modoc War. Davis died in Chicago on November 30, 1879.
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Wallace, Lewis (1827–1905)

Union officer. Lewis (Lew) Wallace was born in Brookville, Indiana, on April 10, 1827. He moved to Indianapolis in 1837 after his father, David Wallace, was elected governor of the state. Lew Wallace showed interest in the military at an early age, and he once ran away from home and tried to join the navy of the Republic of Texas.

Returning to Indiana, Wallace worked as a reporter and studied law. After failing to pass the bar exam, he joined the Indiana volunteers at the start of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Wallace was commissioned a second lieutenant but did not see combat.

In 1849 Wallace passed the bar and began practicing law. After moving his family to Crawfordsville, Indiana, he won election to the Indiana Senate in 1856. That same year he organized a private military unit, the Montgomery Guards, that he trained and uniformed as Zouaves, after French troops of the same name.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Indiana governor Oliver Morton appointed Wallace state adjutant general with responsibility for recruiting and organizing Indiana volunteers for the Union Army. Wallace enlisted double the number of troops that the federal government had requested and then resigned to become colonel of the 11th Indiana Infantry Regiment.

Wallace led his troops into action at Romney, Virginia, in June 1861, seizing the Confederate-held town. He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in September 1861 and joined Brigadier General Ulysses Grant’s army in Tennessee in 1862. Commanding a division at Fort Donelson, on February 15, 1862, Wallace helped close a breach that the Confederates had made in the Union lines and prevented the garrison from breaking out. The fort surrendered the next day, and Wallace was rewarded with promotion to major general of volunteers in March.

At the start of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Wallace’s division was camped six miles from the field. While the Confederates overran the Union positions, Wallace, confused by Grant’s orders, delayed his march and then took the wrong road; he did not join the army until evening. Wallace participated in the successful counterattack the next day; however, his poor performance on April 6 resulted in his removal from command.

Wallace was restored to command in the summer when Confederate forces threatened Cincinnati. He prepared defensive positions, but the Confederates did not reach the city. On March 12, 1864, as commander of the Middle Department (VIII Corps), he assumed responsibility for protecting most of Maryland. When Confederate troops under Lieutenant General Jubal Early invaded Maryland in July, placing Washington, D.C., in jeopardy, Wallace assembled a scratch force of militia, convalescents, and regulars and on July 9, bolstered by reinforcements from the Army of the Potomac, made a stand at Monocacy Junction in Maryland. Wallace was defeated there, but he bought time for additional reinforcements to arrive and end the threat to Washington.

At the conclusion of the war, Wallace served on military courts that tried the conspirators in the Abraham Lincoln assassination as well as Henry Wirz, commander of the notorious Andersonville prison camp. Wallace then resigned from the army, but his public service was not at an end. He was governor of the New Mexico Territory from 1878 to 1881 and American minister to Turkey during 1881 to 1885. Wallace wrote several books, including Ben Hur: A Tale of the Christ (1880). Wallace died at Crawfordsville, Indiana, on February 15, 1905.
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NOTABLE BATTLES

Newburgh, Confederate Raid on (July 18, 1862)

On July 18, 1862, Confederate captain Adam R. Johnson led 35 men—mostly partisans, a majority of whom had been recruited at Henderson, Kentucky—across the Green and Ohio Rivers on a raid against Newburgh, Indiana. The chief prize was an arsenal storing arms for 200 future recruits.

Johnson and his men secured these and placed the weapons in two wagons. Johnson then bluffed into surrender a U.S. Army medical service colonel named Bethel who was commanding a makeshift Union hospital in the nearby Exchange Hotel, where 80 wounded Union soldiers were convalescing. Johnson informed Bethel that he was both outnumbered and surrounded and that if he refused to surrender, Johnson would shell the town with his cannon. He handed Bethel a spyglass, with which the colonel could see two distant guns. These were actually two Quaker guns, consisting of a stovepipe and a charred log mounted on two pairs of wheels from an abandoned wagon, that Johnson had rigged up.

The town now secured, Johnson paroled the captured Union personnel and then escaped back to Kentucky with the weapons and medical supplies. Subsequently, two Newburgh residents who had assisted the Confederates were killed by a mob, and six others were imprisoned. Johnson, now known as “Stovepipe,” received promotion to colonel for his daring raid. As a consequence of the attack, however, Indiana governor Oliver H. P. T. Morton was able to secure additional arms with which to defend the state.
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Hines’ Raid (June 17–19, 1863)

Cavalry raid into southern Indiana. In early June 1863 in preparation for Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan’s raid into Ohio (July 2–26, 1863), Confederate captain Thomas H. Hines received permission to embark on an exploratory raid into Kentucky, which began on June 10. With some 62 troopers, Hines robbed a Union payroll train and destroyed Union supplies in Kentucky. Hoping to gauge and stir up pro-Confederate sentiment among southern Indiana’s Copperheads and members of the Knights of the Golden Circle, Hines’ foray into the North began on June 17, when he and his cavalrymen crossed the Ohio River into Indiana at Derby in Perry County.

Hines and his men, disguised as Union soldiers in uniforms stolen from a sutler in Kentucky, claimed to be rounding up deserters. They made it as far north as French Lick, with Hines having met with several prominent Copperheads, none of whom expressed interest in supporting Morgan’s planned raid into Indiana and Ohio. While having dinner in nearby Paoli, Indiana, Indiana Home Guard soldiers detected the Confederates and informed the mayor. After managing to convince the untested home guards that Confederate forces had them surrounded, Hines and his men fled south to Valeene, where they torched a home after its occupants refused to give them food. This act alerted other Indiana Home Guard soldiers, who tracked the raiders.

On June 19 near Leavenworth, Indiana, Indiana troops finally caught up with Hines’ detachment. A skirmish ensued on Upper Blue River Island, a small island in the Ohio River between Kentucky and Indiana. A tough rearguard action permitted Hines and just a handful of his men to escape across the river into Kentucky. Three of the men may have been killed; the rest of the Confederates were captured. Hines traveled by rail through Kentucky. He rendezvoused with Morgan at Brandenburg and participated in the latter’s ill-fated Ohio raid the following month.
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Indian Territory

INTRODUCTION

Indian Territory, a federally administered region set aside for the relocation of Native Americans from east of the Mississippi River, was located in the south-central United States and was eventually confined to most of what is present-day Oklahoma. Home to numerous Native American nations that had been relocated there, most forcibly, by the U.S. government, Indian Territory on the eve of the American Civil War had a Native American population of about 55,000. They were not U.S. citizens, nor was the area an organized territory of the United States. It had no territorial governor or legislature, and the U.S. Office of Indian Affairs managed the region.

The U.S. government enforced its Indian policy through a string of fortifications in Indian Territory that included Forts Washita, Arbuckle, and Cobb. The residents of Indian Territory belonged to the larger tribal affiliations of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes—the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles—while the remainder lived in smaller groups of Quapaws, Wichitas, Senecas, Shawnees, Delawares, Comanches, and Osages, among others.

Conditions in Indian Territory throughout the war mirrored the larger conflict in terms of the factionalism and intensity of the political and military conflict. Native American tribes, particularly the Creeks and Cherokees, fought their own internal battles to determine their affiliation with Union or Confederate forces, which both vied for their support. By mid-1861, many tribal governments had signed treaties of alliance with the Confederate States of America. The tribes agreed to oppose Union forces in the territory and to contribute several regiments of Native American soldiers to the Confederate Army. In return, the Confederacy recognized Indian land titles, assumed the financial and treaty responsibilities of the United States, and agreed to supply and pay Native American troops.

These relationships soon deteriorated, as long-term political divisions within the tribes affected Native American participation in the Civil War. When a band of Creeks under Opothleyahola attempted to flee to Kansas, tribal members loyal to the Confederates opposed their action. Some managed to escape, enlisted in the Union forces, and returned to Indian Territory determined to take revenge on their political opponents.

In 1862, Union forces responded to divisions within the Cherokee tribe by invading the Cherokee Nation. Union troops captured the principal Cherokee chief, John Ross, and escorted him to Washington, D.C., as their prisoner. There he later issued a proclamation of loyalty to the U.S. government on behalf of the Cherokee Nation. Other Cherokees under the military and political leadership of Stand Watie (a brigadier general in the Confederate Army), however, remained true to their alliance with the South. These internal divisions contributed to the intense conventional and guerrilla warfare that included indiscriminate murder, destruction of property, and continued political strife. The war left an unhappy legacy in Indian Territory.

By 1863, Union troops had largely defeated organized Confederate forces in Indian Territory, although continued military actions, guerrilla fighting, and enforcement of Indian policy required the use of significant Union and Confederate military resources in the region. Watie continued as a useful ally for the Confederacy. Indeed, under his command, the 1st Mounted Cherokee Rifles fought effectively at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), harassed Union forces, and interdicted valuable supplies destined for Forts Scott and Leavenworth. For the Native Americans themselves, the intense political divisions that the removal era inspired were exacerbated by the Civil War, making economic and political recovery after the conflict all the more difficult.

The alliances that the tribes entered into with the Confederacy contributed to unfavorable treaty provisions and shaped future Indian policies. These included detribalization and forced assimilation. With the South’s defeat, Native American groups loyal to the Confederacy reestablished their relationships with the U.S. government.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Muskogee, Oklahoma

City located in east-central Indian Territory (Oklahoma) along the Arkansas River. Muskogee’s location along the Arkansas River affords direct access to the Mississippi River to the east and ultimately to the Gulf of Mexico. Muskogee’s Civil War–era population is difficult to determine because the federal census did not collect detailed information on Indian lands. There were probably about 1,500 permanent residents in the area by 1860.

Prior to the 1803 Louisiana Purchase, which resulted in U.S. acquisition of the region from France, the area that became Muskogee was used by French fur traders, who shipped pelts along the Arkansas and traded with Native Americans. In 1817, the area’s first permanent settlement was founded not far from Muskogee along the Verdigris River. The 1830 Indian Removal Act, which resulted in the forced relocation of numerous Indian nations in the East to Indian Territory, gave birth to the modern-day city of Muskogee.

The Cherokees and Creeks both decided to settle in the area, cognizant of its strategic location and relatively fertile lands nearby. Both nations used Muskogee as a regional trade and gathering center, but the Creeks made it their capital in 1836. Muskogee also became home to the U.S. Indian Agency, which constructed a large two-story headquarters there. There leaders of the Creeks, Cherokees, Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Seminoles routinely met to discuss intertribal affairs and to parley with U.S. government officials. In 1872 the first rail line began servicing the city, which resulted in a major economic boom. By the early 1890s white settlers began rushing into the area, and Muskogee was formally incorporated in 1898. Muskogee’s 2010 population was 38,310.
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Tulsa, Oklahoma

City located on the Arkansas River in northeastern Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Tulsa, whose name is derived from the Creek word “Tallasi,” meaning old town, was first settled around 1836 by the Lochapokas, a Creek subclan. They moved into the area, along with other eastern Indian nations, as a result of the 1830 Indian Removal Act. The site they chose was strategic because of its location along the Arkansas River. The Lochapokas had kept their council fire burning via portable torches after leaving their ancestral homeland and lit a new permanent one under a large oak tree near present-day 18th Street and Cheyenne Avenue; the flame continues to burn today. Although the settlement’s Civil War–era population is impossible to determine with any accuracy, Tulsa’s permanent population was likely quite small, as the area was used chiefly as a trading and local government center.

In 1846 Lewis Perryman, who was half Creek, built a large trading post near modern-day downtown Tulsa, which firmly established the town as one of economic importance. Still, however, the permanent population of Tulsa remained small. During the Civil War, which brought much unrest and dislocation to Indian Territory, a number of Native Americans took up temporary refuge in or around Tulsa.

After the war Tulsa remained a small frontier outpost, and in 1882 its population was barely 200. That same year a major rail line began servicing the city, which boosted Tulsa’s economy. Before long, Tulsa became a regional center for the cattle industry. In 1901, the discovery of oil not far from Tulsa radically transformed the city. The wealth and opportunities that the oil industry created attracted thousands of new residents, and the city’s population increased from 1,390 in 1900 to 18,182 in 1910. Today, Tulsa is Oklahoma’s second-largest city.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Gibson

U.S. Army post located in northeastern Indian Territory (Oklahoma) near the confluence of the Grand River and the Arkansas River. Established in April 1824 by Colonel James Arbuckle, commander of the 7th U.S. Infantry based at Fort Smith, Arkansas, Fort Gibson was designed to protect what was then one of the most remote points on the American western frontier. Arbuckle also established Fort Towson some months later in the southeastern part of Indian Territory. The original structure was a typical western-style stockade fort that was surrounded by a stockade fence perhaps 10–12 feet in height and had two-story wooden blockhouses in each corner of the square-shaped facility. Inside the fence were various buildings, initially of log construction, that enclosed a large open courtyard that was used as a parade ground.

In 1832 after the passage of the Indian Removal Act, which would forcibly relocate numerous Indian tribes in the East to Indian Territory, the U.S. Army determined that the post would have to be made more permanent. During the succeeding years a large two-story brick barracks was constructed, along with a fine stone commandant’s quarters and other stone outbuildings. The stone construction did not extend to the outer walls or blockhouses, however, which continued to be made of wood. Fort Gibson played a significant role in settling several thousand Native Americans in their new home, and U.S. soldiers stationed there helped to build roads and other infrastructure. U.S. officials, meanwhile, used the fort as a base of operations for Indian agents who sought to keep peace among the tribes.

By the late 1850s the Cherokees began to complain about the presence of Fort Gibson, around which had sprung up brothels and more than a few saloons. The U.S. government abandoned the facility in the summer of 1857, but during the Civil War, Union forces sporadically reoccupied Fort Gibson. Although it never came under direct attack, in September 1864 Confederate forces cut off the post’s supply lines, nearly forcing an evacuation. Nonetheless, Union troops retained control of the post until war’s end.

Fort Gibson remained an active military installation, but in 1871 most of its garrison was withdrawn and it thereafter served chiefly as a quartermaster depot. The fort was closed permanently in 1890, upon the conclusion of the last significant Indian conflict.
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Fort Towson

U.S. Army and, later, Confederate Army post in southeastern Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Fort Towson, which was originally known as Cantonment Towson, was established in the spring of 1824 on high ground along the Red River near the mouth of the Kiamichi River in southeastern Indian Territory (modern-day Choctaw County, Oklahoma). The fort was initially intended to protect the southern border of the United States from Mexican-held Texas just to the south. Later, the fort became a stronghold for U.S. forces charged with protecting Indian tribes forcibly relocated from the East to Indian Territory.

Shaped as a rectangle, Fort Towson featured stone and wood barracks, officers’ quarters, a quartermaster’s office, and a school/recreation facility. All faced and enclosed the parade ground. There were also a hospital, stables, workshops, and a sutler’s building. Temporarily abandoned in 1829, the facility was regarrisoned in 1831 principally to protect the Choctaw Nation. The post was again abandoned in 1854 and turned over to the Choctaws. A fire later that decade destroyed all of the buildings except the hospital and one of the barracks.

Nevertheless, Confederate forces regarrisoned Fort Towson after the start of the Civil War in 1861, and it became a major supply and operations center for the remainder of the war. Confederate major general Samuel B. Maxey used Fort Towson as a headquarters during and after the March 10–May 22, 1864, Red River Campaign, and Confederate brigadier general Stand Watie used it as a base of operations on and off throughout the conflict. Watie surrendered to Union authorities at Fort Towson on June 23, 1865. The post was not regarrisoned after that and eventually became an Oklahoma Historic Site. While it can be toured today, none of the original buildings survive.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Ross, John (1790–1866)

Cherokee leader. John Ross was born on October 3, 1790, at Turkey Town (present-day Center, Georgia). His father was a Scotsman of loyalist sympathies; his mother was also of Scottish stock but had one-fourth Cherokee blood. Ross, whose Indian name was Kooweskowe, was educated at home by a private tutor. Around 1805, Ross’s father sent him to an academy at Kingston, Tennessee. Ross learned merchandising and served as a clerk in a trading firm but maintained his connections with the Cherokees. During the War of 1812, he served as adjutant of a Cherokee regiment under Major General Andrew Jackson. Ross later established Ross’s Landing (now Chattanooga) and ran a ferry and a warehouse operation there.

Ross inherited a large residence in Georgia. As his wealth and influence grew, he became more interested in the political life of the Cherokees, and the nation’s chiefs selected him as their clerk in 1816. In 1817 he became a member of the National Council. Ross served as president of the council during 1819–1826 and was elected principal chief of the Eastern Cherokees in 1828.

During the 1830s, the Cherokee Nation faced its greatest crisis as the State of Georgia sought to take over its lands. Ross tried unsuccessfully to prevent this by means of the federal courts. A minority of Cherokees who accepted removal to Indian Territory (Oklahoma) signed a fraudulent removal treaty in 1835, but Ross resisted peacefully until the very day he was forced to leave his ancestral home. Ross’s own wife became a victim of the Trail of Tears, dying during the trek to Indian Territory in 1839.

When the Eastern Cherokees settled in Indian Territory, they came into conflict with the “old settlers,” Western Cherokees who had moved there years before. This led to a civil war that lasted until 1846, when a new treaty with the federal government settled outstanding disputes and reconciled the factions.

Ross built a new home near Tahlequah, the capital of the Cherokee Nation. During the later 1840s and the 1850s, the Cherokees prospered economically, socially, and politically under Ross’s leadership. This golden age came to an end in 1861 with the outbreak of the Civil War.

Although Ross was a slaveholder, he favored the Union. He urged neutrality, but by August 1861 he reluctantly acceded to an alliance with the Confederates, under pressure from his chief adversary Stand Watie and Confederate Indian agent Albert Pike. By the summer of 1862 the Cherokees were again involved in their own civil war, with Watie’s forces fighting Cherokees loyal to Ross. After Union forces moved into Indian Territory, Ross and his family were taken prisoner but were then allowed to go to Washington, D.C., where they remained until war’s end. There Ross attempted to convince Union officials that he and his followers had been loyal to the Union all along.

In 1866 Ross signed a treaty with the U.S. government that guaranteed the Cherokees’ land rights and ensured that the Cherokee Nation would remain intact. Ross died shortly thereafter in Washington on August 1, 1866.

TIM J. WATTS

Further Reading

Moulton, Gary E. John Ross, Cherokee Chief. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1978.

Ross, John. The Papers of Chief John Ross. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985.

NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Armstrong, Frank Crawford (1835–1909)

Confederate officer. Born on November 22, 1835, on the Choctaw Agency in Indian Territory (today Oklahoma), Frank Crawford Armstrong was the son of a U.S. Army officer who served as agent to the Choctaws and died when Armstrong was very young. Armstrong’s stepfather was Brevet Major General Persifor Frazer Smith, a hero of the Mexican-American War. After graduating from Holy Cross Academy in Massachusetts, Armstrong went with his stepfather on an expedition to New Mexico in 1854. Armstrong handled himself well in a skirmish with Native American forces and in 1855 was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd Dragoons, rising to first lieutenant in 1859 and to captain in 1861.

During the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), Armstrong led a company of dragoons on the Union side. However, his heart lay with the Confederate cause, and he resigned his commission shortly thereafter. He served as a volunteer aide-de-camp to Confederate brigadier generals Benjamin McCulloch and James McIntosh before entering the Confederate Army as a lieutenant. In May 1862 Armstrong was elected colonel of the 3rd Louisiana Infantry Regiment.

In July 1862, based largely on Armstrong’s excellent performance to that point, Major General Sterling Price appointed him an acting brigadier general in charge of the cavalry for the Army of the West. Armstrong helped to cover Price’s retreat from the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and saw action in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). In a series of subsequent western campaigns, Armstrong led brigades under Major General Joseph Wheeler, Brigadier General James R. Chalmers, and Lieutenant General Stephen D. Lee. Armstrong’s admirable service, especially his raid on Cortland, Alabama, on July 25, 1862, and another raid into western Tennessee in August, earned him a promotion to brigadier general to rank from January 23, 1863.

Armstrong commanded a cavalry brigade in several actions in Tennessee and led a division under Brigadier General Nathan B. Forrest at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and under Major General William T. Martin in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). In March 1864 Armstrong assumed command of a cavalry brigade, which he led during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and into middle Tennessee, where he once again fell under Forrest’s command. After covering the retreat of General John Bell Hood’s Army of Tennessee following its defeat at Nashville (December 15–16), Armstrong’s brigade remained in the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. On April 2, 1865, when General Forrest yielded Selma, Alabama, Armstrong was at his side. Armstrong and his command surrendered near Mobile on May 4.

Following the war Armstrong went to the American Southwest, eventually taking a management position with the Texas Overland Mail Service. He also served as a U.S. Indian inspector from 1885 to 1889 and as assistant commissioner of Indian Affairs from 1893 to 1895. Armstrong died in Bar Harbor, Maine, on September 8, 1909.
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Cooper, Douglas Hancock (1815–1879)

Indian agent and Confederate officer. Douglas Hancock Cooper was born on November 1, 1815, in Amite County, Mississippi. He attended the University of Virginia during 1832–1834 and also served as a captain in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In 1853 Cooper was appointed U.S. Indian agent to the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations. He was well respected by both tribes, especially the Chickasaws, who made him a full member of their tribe.

As the Civil War loomed in early 1861, the new Confederate government urged Cooper to negotiate military alliances with the Native Americans in Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). By the end of 1861, Cooper had raised and equipped the 1st Choctaw and Chickasaw Mounted Rifles, of which he served as colonel. Cooper’s regiment saw action at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), where his troops were criticized for scalping and mutilating Union soldiers. The regiment also fought at the Battle of Newtonia (September 30) and the Battle of Honey Springs (July 17). Victorious at the former engagement, Cooper’s men temporarily halted the Union advance and reoccupation of Indian Territory. During the Honey Springs engagement, however, Cooper’s regiment was defeated in what was the biggest cavalry battle fought in Indian Territory. For much of the war, Cooper’s men mostly acted as scouts and skirmishers and pursued runaway slaves and escaped convicts. In general, the regiment became well known for its lack of discipline.

Advanced to brigadier general on May 2, 1863, Cooper immediately began to lobby the War Department in Richmond to name him superintendent of Indian Territory as well as its military commander. Richmond demurred, however, based on reports that Cooper had a drinking problem. Finally in July 1864, Cooper was given command of the military district of Indian Territory and became its superintendent in February 1865. He also participated in Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Neither position, however, seemed to quench Cooper’s ambitions, as he was not given the level of policy latitude that he had sought.

Cooper remained in Indian Territory after the war and spent much time pursuing Choctaw and Chickasaw land claims with the U.S. government. Cooper died on April 29, 1879, at Old Fort Washita, Indian Territory.
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Pike, Albert (1809–1891)

Confederate officer. Born on December 29, 1809, in Boston, Massachusetts, Albert Pike spent much of his youth in Newburyport, Massachusetts. He was largely self-educated after his grammar school days, as he could not afford to attend Harvard College. From 1824 to 1831, he taught in several different Massachusetts schools. In 1832 he set out for the West.

In 1833 Pike settled in Arkansas and began teaching school in Pope County. He later became a well-regarded attorney, poet, planter, and newspaper publisher. His military service began in 1836, when he assumed command of an artillery company in the Arkansas Militia.

Pike served during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) beginning in 1846 and saw action at the Battle of Buena Vista as a captain of a volunteer Arkansas cavalry company. On July 29, 1847, he engaged in a duel with Colonel John S. Roane of the Arkansas volunteers near Fort Smith, Arkansas. The dispute had arisen over critical comments made by Pike about the Arkansas regiment’s performance and leadership at the Battle of Buena Vista and Roane’s rebuttal that Pike’s men had not participated in the battle. Neither man was wounded in the duel.

Although Pike initially believed that secession would be unwise, he eventually sided with secessionists in Arkansas and served as Confederate commissioner to Indian Territory before joining the Confederate Army as a brigadier general on August 15, 1861. He commanded the Department of Indian Territory chiefly because he had previously negotiated Confederate treaties with Native Americans. Pike raised and trained three Native American regiments for Confederate service, leading them to northern Arkansas in February 1862. His Civil War service culminated with the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), during which his Native American regiments were routed. Following the battle, there were reports that the troops under Pike’s command had scalped dead or wounded Union soldiers on the battlefield. The stories caused much embarrassment for Pike and received great attention in the Northern press. A few months later, Major General Thomas C. Hindman, commander of the Trans-Mississippi District, accused Pike of having mishandled funds and war material. Pike vehemently denied the charges, and the two men engaged in a quite public war of words. Hindman eventually ordered Pike arrested, but Pike fled and took refuge in the Arkansas hill country. His resignation was accepted on November 11, 1862, but he was never court-martialed.

Following the Civil War, Pike resumed his involvement in the legal profession and practiced law in Arkansas and Washington, D.C. He also became a major figure in American Freemasonry. Pike died on April 2, 1891, in Washington, D.C.
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Watie, Stand (1806–1871)

Cherokee leader and Confederate officer. Stand Watie (also known as Isaac S. Watie) was born near present-day Rome, Georgia, on December 12, 1806, and was named Degataga (meaning “to stay or stand firm”). He was educated at a Moravian mission school in Georgia and another in Connecticut and subsequently served as a clerk for the Cherokee Supreme Court. He was also Speaker of the Cherokee National Council.

In the early and mid-1830s when the Cherokee Nation split over the decision to accede to forcible removal of the Cherokees to present-day Oklahoma by the U.S. government, Watie sided with the faction that opted to move west and vacate the Cherokees’ ancestral lands in Georgia. Watie and others who supported the removal believed that it was the only way to keep the Cherokee Nation from being irreparably harmed by white encroachment. Many vehemently rejected Watie’s reasoning and asserted that personal greed fueled his decision.

Once he had resettled in Oklahoma, Watie became a successful planter and the de facto leader of the Cherokee faction in Oklahoma. When the Civil War began in 1861, the Cherokee Nation declared its neutrality, but Watie formed a company of Cherokee volunteers to defend Indian Territory against incursions from Kansas and led his men in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). He proceeded to assemble a volunteer regiment, the Cherokee Mounted Rifles, and was named colonel of the unit, to rank from July 12.

Operating mostly in Indian Territory, Watie proved to be an intrepid cavalry raider who enjoyed great success in numerous hit-and-run guerrilla-style raids against Union troops and their Native American allies. Watie’s force played a significant role in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) in Arkansas, capturing Union artillery and covering the ultimate Confederate retreat. Indeed, Watie virtually ensured that the war in the region would be waged using unconventional warfare, and in May 1864 he was promoted to brigadier general for his efforts.
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Stand Watie was a Cherokee leader and served as a Confederate general. (National Archives)

In June 1864, Watie led a successful raid on the Union steamer J. R. Williams that was plying the Arkansas River. The taking of that vessel resulted in the capture of valuable Union supplies, estimated to be worth some $120,000. On September 19, 1864, Watie’s force seized a major Union wagon supply train at the Second Battle of Cabin Creek; the loot from that raid is believed to have been worth more than $1 million.

Watie’s daring and successful raids bolstered Confederate morale in the western theater and won him many accolades from his superiors. He was the last Confederate general to surrender, laying down his arms on June 23, 1865.

After the war, Watie returned to Indian Territory and again took up his successful planting enterprise. In 1866 he served as a delegate for the Southern Cherokee faction during the negotiations that led to the 1866 Cherokee Reconstruction Treaty. After that, he retired from public life. Watie died in present-day Delaware County, Oklahoma, on September 9, 1871.
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NOTABLE BATTLES

Honey Springs, Battle of (July 17, 1863)

Engagement in eastern Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). The Battle of Honey Springs was a key part of the Union attempt to assert control over Indian Territory. By mid-July 1863, Confederate brigadier general Douglas H. Cooper, commanding the 1st Brigade, Indian Troops, consisting largely of Choctaws and Cherokees, was concerned that a Union force under Brigadier General James G. Blunt might ford the Arkansas River and threaten his position along Elk Creek, about 25 miles to the south of present-day Muskogee. Cooper commanded about 3,500 troops, while Blunt had 3,500–4,000.

On the evening of July 15, Blunt’s force, consisting chiefly of Indian and African American troops and accompanied by two batteries, began crossing the Arkansas, just as Cooper had predicted. By sundown on July 16, all of Blunt’s force had made the crossing and was marching toward Cooper’s position along Elk Creek.

Early the following morning as advance elements of Blunt’s force approached Cooper’s position, light skirmishing broke out. Even before the fighting began Cooper’s men were at a disadvantage, as they had low-quality powder. Blunt ordered a general advance in a single battle line, and the battle began in earnest by about 10:30 a.m. Cooper’s men repulsed the initial Union attack, but the situation quickly deteriorated for the Confederates, as a heavy downpour swamped the battlefield and further degraded their powder supply.
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Its victory in the Battle of Honey Springs, fought in present-day eastern Oklahoma on July 17, 1863, helped the Union army take Fort Smith.  Afterwards, the Union army controlled most of the Indian Territory. (Library of Congress)

As Cooper sought to secure dry powder and rally his men, he realized that the Union force was about to turn his left flank. Several tactical mistakes and the Confederates’ inability to halt a Union advance across Elk Creek, which would enable the Federals to flank Cooper’s force, produced near chaos. Many of Cooper’s men began to retreat without orders, and Cooper knew that he would be unable to hold. After two hours of combat he ordered a withdrawal, mounting a fairly effective rearguard action.

Cooper reported losses in the battle of 637 killed, wounded, or captured; Blunt reported 79 killed, wounded, or captured. The Union victory helped Blunt take Fort Smith, Arkansas, after which Union troops were able to assert control over most of Indian Territory.
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Iowa

INTRODUCTION

Iowa, located in the Midwest, encompasses 56,275 square miles and is bordered by Minnesota to the north, Wisconsin and Illinois to the east, Missouri to the south, and Nebraska to the west. In addition, Iowa’s entire eastern boundary is delineated by the Mississippi River, giving the state easy access to Minnesota to the north and the Gulf of Mexico to the south. With an 1860 population of 674,913 and being overwhelmingly agricultural during the Civil War, Iowa was far removed from the fields of battle.

In 1803 the United States formally took possession of the land that would eventually become Iowa via the Louisiana Purchase. After that settlers slowly began to settle the region, while the indigenous Indian tribes were forced west and south. Congress created the Iowa Territory in 1838, which at the time had a population of just 23,000 people. After Iowa achieved territorial status, its population grew enormously as settlers looked to farm its fertile lands, particularly in the eastern half of the territory where precipitation was most abundant and regular. As more Indian tribes in the western part of the territory were removed, western Iowa also gained in settler population.

In 1846 Iowa was admitted to the Union as a state; at the time, its population was around 175,000. The state’s population exploded between 1850 and 1860, growing by some 250 percent. Railroads directly linking the state with the coasts did not reach Iowa until the late 1860s, but farmers and traders made extensive use of the Mississippi River to move their products to markets in the East and South. They also pressed into service intrastate rail lines connecting places such as Clinton, Dubuque, and Davenport.

Iowa’s major material contribution to the Civil War was its large agricultural output. The state provided the Union with many tons of foodstuffs, particularly corn, oats, wheat, and livestock. Most of the industry in the state was oriented toward agriculture (processing and meatpacking plants), so few military end items were made there.

Iowa was strongly pro-Union and Republican. During the 1860 elections, Iowans voted in large numbers for Abraham Lincoln and the Republican ticket. Since the 1850s, Iowa had remained a heavily Republican state and managed to avoid the battles between proslavery advocates and antislavery advocates, which had plagued nearby states such as Kansas and Missouri. Most Iowans were decidedly antislavery and adhered to the tenets of private land ownership, free labor, and probusiness. Nevertheless, there were pockets of Copperheads (Peace Democrats) throughout Iowa, especially in the eastern and central parts of the state, owing to Catholics and former southerners who had migrated to the region as farmers. German Catholic émigrés were most prevalent along the Mississippi River, where they farmed the rich agricultural lands. Other North Europeans also flocked to the state beginning in the 1850s; they included Swedes, Danes, and Norwegians.

Approximately 76,500 Iowans served in the war, and by war’s end 13,000 had died of all causes. Although most Iowans served in the western theater, a number did serve in the East, most notably during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Governor Samuel J. Kirkwood, a Republican who was in office for much of the war, was a staunch supporter of the Lincoln administration and did an admirable job of supplying the Union Army with recruits.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Des Moines, Iowa

Capital city of Iowa since 1857, located at the confluence of the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers in the central part of the state. Des Moines had a population of just 3,965 in 1860. However, by 1870 its population had grown nearly threefold, thanks in large part to the first railroad linking the city with the rest of the nation. The city’s name is derived from French and means “monks” or “of the monks” and was probably taken from French Trappist monks who had lived in part of the Mississippi Valley in Missouri beginning in the early 19th century. Other scholars have posited that the name was derived from an Algonquian word meaning “loons.”

Prior to the advent of railroads in the 1860s, Des Moines was a major transportation hub, as the Des Moines River travels through the city and empties into the Mississippi in far southeastern Iowa. Prior to major European settlement, the area around Des Moines was inhabited chiefly by the Sauk and Fox Indians, who were then gradually pushed westward. During the mid-1840s, the U.S. government erected Fort Des Moines to protect settlers from hostile Native Americans. The post was in operation for only a few years.

In 1846 after the fort had been decommissioned, a village named Fort Des Moines became the seat of Polk County. In the spring of 1851, the town was ravaged by a devastating flood; however, that autumn Fort Des Moines was renamed Des Moines and formally incorporated as a city. In 1857 the Iowa state capital was moved from Iowa City to Des Moines, ensuring that the town would become an important part of Iowa history.

Des Moines’s major contribution to the Northern effort during the Civil War was in the trade and shipment of agricultural products, including corn, wheat, oats, and livestock. Des Moines had little industry of note, but in 1864 a coal mine was opened on the outskirts of town that would remain operational until the early part of the 20th century. The vast majority of the city’s residents were strongly pro-Union and pro-Republican in their politics.

Postbellum, Des Moines continued to grow in size and economic importance. It is now Iowa’s most populous city, with some 203,000 residents. The larger metropolitan area is home to nearly 570,000 people. Its economy is highly diversified and plays host to numerous service industries, including major banks and insurance companies.
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Dubuque, Iowa

City located in northeastern Iowa along the Mississippi River. Dubuque, which had an 1860 population of about 13,000, lies directly opposite from the borders of both Wisconsin and Illinois, situated on the eastern bank of the Mississippi. Dubuque is one of the oldest European settlements west of the Mississippi River; French explorers Louis Jolliet and Jacques Marquette first explored the area in the early 1670s. The first permanent European settlement was established by the French Canadian Julien Dubuque in 1785, when the region was still controlled by the Spanish. Dubuque was the first to exploit the area’s abundant lead deposits, which enriched both him and the larger region for decades.

The town of Dubuque became part of the United States in 1803, courtesy of the vast Louisiana Purchase, and after that settlers began streaming into the area, drawn not only by its mineral wealth but also by Dubuque’s strategic position along the Mississippi River, which made it a natural trade and commercial center. By 1860 Dubuque was home to a sizable number of German Catholic immigrants, who found work in the lead mines or as farmers amid the fertile soil of the Mississippi River Valley. The area also attracted a large number of Irish Catholic immigrants.

Dubuque was officially chartered as a city in 1833, five years before Iowa was organized as a territory. By the 1840s most of the region’s lead deposits had been depleted, but the city continued to grow by virtue of the robust trade along the Mississippi and by new industries that located there. With the vast forests of Wisconsin and Minnesota just upriver, Dubuque became an epicenter of the western timber industry. Timber was sent downriver to the city, where a number of large sawmills there processed it into usable building material. Dubuque was also home to various millwork shops, which fashioned the wood into finished products for shipbuilding, homebuilding, and other applications.

By the time of the Civil War, Dubuque was one of the most important cities along the Upper Mississippi. It also boasted a sizable shipbuilding industry, where chiefly steamboats and other inland watercraft were constructed for use on the Mississippi and other inland waters. Railroads did not reach Dubuque until shortly after the Civil War, however, so most of the items manufactured or processed there were carried by boat to other parts of the nation.

Although support for the Union remained relatively strong in Dubuque, there were sizable pockets of antiwar sentiments in the city. A good number of immigrants—particularly Catholics—opposed the Republican Party because of its ties to the Know-Nothing Party, which had been fiercely anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic during the 1850s. For this reason, the Democratic Party remained fairly strong throughout the war. Most of its local adherents did openly condemn the conflict, as they did not see much good in it. In late 1861, a local politician and U.S. minister to Bogotá—George W. Jones—was arrested and detained upon his return to the United States on charges of disloyalty. He was accused of having carried on a lengthy correspondence with Confederate president Jefferson Davis but was released after 34 days and never brought to trial. In the summer of 1862, local newspaperman and Copperhead Dennis A. Mahony was arrested for his antiadministration rhetoric and transported to Washington, D.C., where he was imprisoned in the Old Capitol Prison. He was released in early November, also without being tried, after he swore allegiance to the U.S. government.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Grinnell, Josiah Bushnell (1821–1891)

Abolitionist and U.S. congressman (1863–1867). Josiah Bushnell Grinnell was born on December 22, 1821, in New Haven, Vermont. He graduated from the Auburn Theological Seminary in 1847 and became a Congregational minister in New York. In 1851 Grinnell organized a Congregational church in Washington, D.C., but poor health and his unpopular views on slavery caused him to resign and assume charge of the Union Congregational Church in New York City.

In March 1854, Grinnell and a group of other easterners settled on 5,000 acres of land in central Iowa to create a Christian community named Grinnell, dedicated to abolitionism and temperance. Josiah Grinnell was instrumental in relocating Iowa College from Davenport to the new town; it officially became Grinnell College in 1909. He also became involved in state and national politics. In 1856 Grinnell helped organize the Republican Party in Iowa and was elected to the state senate in 1856 and 1858 on the free-soil, free-education, and temperance platforms. Also, he studied law and was admitted to the Iowa bar in 1858.
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Josiah Bushnell Grinnell became a Congregational minister in New York. A staunch abolitionist, he subsequently moved to Iowa where he became a lawyer and developer. Grinnell was a U.S. Congressman during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

In March 1859, Grinnell provided shelter to radical abolitionist John Brown and his party for several days after Brown’s antislavery raids in Kansas and Missouri. Grinnell was a delegate to the 1860 Republican National Convention, where he supported Abraham Lincoln. In 1862 Grinnell won a seat in the Thirty-Eighth Congress from Iowa’s Fifth District and was reelected in 1864. Grinnell lost the nomination for a third term in 1866 and returned home to his law practice in 1867.

Grinnell failed to capture the Republican nomination for governor in 1867 and U.S. senator in 1869. In 1880 he became mayor of the town he founded. Founder and first president of the State Horticultural Association and Iowa State Breeders’ Association, he was also president of the American Agricultural Association. Grinnell died in Grinnell, Iowa, on March 31, 1891.
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Kirkwood, Samuel Jordan (1813–1894)

Educator, lawyer, politician, and governor of Iowa. Samuel Jordan Kirkwood was born on December 20, 1813, in Harford County, Maryland. He attended a private academy in Washington, D.C. After clerking in a drugstore there and also teaching school, Kirkwood moved in 1835 to Mansfield, Ohio, where he taught school until 1840. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1843 and opened a legal practice in Mansfield. During 1845–1849 Kirkwood served as the Richland County prosecuting attorney, and in 1850–1851 he was a delegate to the Ohio constitutional convention.

In 1855 Kirkwood moved to Johnson County, Iowa, where he became a miller. From 1856 until 1859, he sat in the Iowa Senate. Elected governor in 1859, he took office in 1860. Kirkwood was a staunch pro-Union Republican who opposed any accommodation with proslavery factions. He was quick to respond to President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops in 1861. Kirkwood appealed to the president to issue an emancipation order as quickly as possible and to accept African Americans into federal military service.

Kirkwood was an extremely effective governor in support of the war effort. He helped raise 50 Iowa three-year regiments, supported the sale of bonds to help finance the war, and worked diligently to care for orphans and widows of Iowans who had died in combat. He also aggressively monitored and curtailed Iowa Copperheads (Peace Democrats) and others who sought to derail the war program. Unable to seek a third consecutive term in office, Kirkwood left the governorship in 1864 after helping to elect William M. Stone, a Republican, who succeeded him.

From January 1866 until March 1867, Kirkwood filled a vacant U.S. Senate seat. He then resumed his law practice and served as president of the Iowa & Southwestern Railroad. Kirkwood again served as governor of Iowa during 1876–1877 but resigned when he gained a U.S. Senate seat. In 1881 he left the Senate to become secretary of the interior in the James Garfield administration. Kirkwood resigned the following year after Garfield’s assassination. After leaving office, Kirkwood practiced law and was the president of an Iowa City bank. He died on September 1, 1894, in Iowa City, Iowa.
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Stone, William Milo (1827–1893)

Union officer and governor of Iowa (1864–1868). William Milo Stone was born on October 14, 1827, in Jefferson County, New York. As a youth, he moved with his family to Ohio, where he received some secondary education. After serving as a boat crew member on the Ohio River and apprenticing as a chair maker, Stone studied law on his own initiative and was admitted to the bar in 1851. In 1854 he relocated to Knoxville, Iowa, setting up a law practice there. He also took control of the local newspaper, the Knoxville Journal. By 1856, Stone had become interested in politics and had joined the fledgling Republican Party, serving as an early party organizer. From 1857 to 1858, he held a district judgeship.

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Stone enlisted in the Union Army as a private, rising to the rank of colonel, in the 22nd Iowa, in short order. He saw action and was wounded at the Battle of Liberty (September 17, 1861), also known as the Battle of Blue Mills, in Missouri. Stone was captured during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Later exchanged, he returned to command of the 22nd Iowa and then briefly commanded a brigade in the Army of Southeast Missouri before commanding a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Stone resigned his commission in August 1863 and returned to Iowa.

Stone successfully ran for Iowa governor in 1863 and took office in January 1864. He was elected to a second term in 1865. As governor, Stone strongly supported the Union war effort, pushed for the formation of a state agricultural college, helped establish Iowa’s first organized militia, organized assistance to families with members serving in the war, revoked the ban on the immigration of free blacks to Iowa, and helped shepherd Iowa’s passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, which banned slavery. Stone, a personal friend of Abraham Lincoln, was on the train that returned the president’s body to Illinois and represented Iowa at Lincoln’s funeral.

After leaving office in January 1868, Stone temporarily left public life to pursue his law practice and a business venture. In 1877 he returned to politics, serving a one-year term in the Iowa House of Representatives (1878–1879). After serving for a time as the commissioner of the Land Office in Washington, D.C., Stone died in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Territory, on July 8, 1893.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Curtis, Samuel Ryan (1805–1866)

Union officer. Samuel Ryan Curtis was born on February 3, 1805, in Clinton County, New York, but as a youth moved to Ohio with his family. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1831 and was assigned to the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment. Curtis resigned his commission the following year, returned to Ohio, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in Zanesville. From 1837 to 1839, he worked as a civil engineer on a project along the Muskingum River. Subsequently he worked in the same capacity for the National Road.

When the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) began, Curtis, who held a commission in the Ohio Militia, became first the state’s adjutant general and then colonel of the 3rd Ohio Volunteer Regiment. The 3rd Ohio did not see combat, but Curtis served as military governor of several occupied Mexican towns, including Matamoras, Camargo, Monterey, and Saltillo.

Back in civilian life after the war, Curtis moved to Iowa and continued to practice law. In 1856 he became mayor of Keokuk and subsequently served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1857 until his resignation in 1861. A member of the Republican Party, he leaned toward abolitionism and was an early supporter of Abraham Lincoln. However, Curtis in early 1861 served on the peace commission in Washington, seeking yet another sectional compromise.

When the Civil War began, Curtis once again offered his services and was elected colonel of the 2nd Iowa Volunteer Regiment. He was prompt in marching his regiment to occupy the town of Hannibal, Missouri, at the request of Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon, who commanded Union field forces in Missouri at that time, and the favorable attention this movement brought earned Curtis promotion to brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861. He spent most of the rest of the year supervising the drilling of troops at Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis.

In December 1861 Major General Henry W. Halleck, commanding the Department of Missouri with headquarters in St. Louis, assigned Curtis to command the Army of the Southwest. Curtis initially established his headquarters in Rolla, Missouri, and in February 1862 succeeded in pushing Confederate forces led by Brigadier General Sterling Price out of the southwestern corner of the state. Curtis pursued, pressing southward into Arkansas with about 11,000 men, but lack of supplies forced him to pause near Bentonville, in the northwestern part of the state.

In March 1862 a Confederate army including Price’s force and additional units, all under the command of Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn and numbering about 16,000 men, moved to catch and destroy Curtis’s smaller army. Curtis took up a defensive position on the north bank of Sugar Creek in northwestern Arkansas. Rather than attack Curtis head-on in his strong position, Van Dorn opted to send his army on a three-day roundabout march to approach Curtis from the rear. Splitting his army into two columns, Van Dorn sent one around either side of a landmass known as Pea Ridge, approaching the rear of the Union army. Curtis learned of Van Dorn’s approach and turned his army to face the new threat. In fierce fighting on March 7, Curtis’s men halted Van Dorn’s advance. The following day Curtis went over to the offensive, driving back the Confederates, who were running low on supplies and had to retreat. The Battle of Pea Ridge was the most important Union victory west of the Mississippi. Curtis received promotion to major general, effective March 21.

Curtis continued to enjoy success. That summer his troops advanced through eastern Arkansas, capturing Helena, on the Mississippi River, on July 12. In September he was made commander of the Department of Missouri, but in that role he tended to come into conflict with the governor of Missouri, who was offended by Curtis’s antislavery views. To mollify the governor, Lincoln relieved Curtis of his command on May 12, 1863.

The following January, however, Lincoln assigned Curtis to command of the Department of Kansas. Such western commands in the Civil War were seen as convenient places to shelve inconvenient officers, but in 1864 Price once again led his Confederates into Missouri, this time on an extended raid that brought him into the northwestern part of the state. Curtis gathered the forces available to him in the Department of Kansas and on October 23 met and defeated Price at Westport, near present-day Kansas City.

Curtis’s final Civil War assignment was to the Department of the Northwest. After the war he served briefly as an Indian peace commissioner and as a consultant to the Union Pacific Railroad. Curtis died in Council Bluffs, Iowa, on December 26, 1866.
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Dodge, Grenville Mellen (1831–1916)

Union officer, politician, railroad executive, and land developer. Born in Danvers, Massachusetts, on April 12, 1831, Grenville Mellen Dodge was educated at Dunham Academy in New Hampshire and then at Norwich University in Vermont, from which he graduated with a degree in civil engineering in 1851. He moved to Iowa that same year and was an engineer and a surveyor for railroads, including the Union Pacific Railroad. He also became a partner in the Baldwin & Dodge Banking Firm.
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Major General of Volunteers Grenville M. Dodge contributed greatly to Union military success by his effective rebuilding of the western railroads. He then commanded the Department of the Missouri. (Library of Congress)

Dodge organized the Council Bluffs Guards and was commissioned a colonel in the 4th Iowa Infantry Regiment in July 1861 after the start of the Civil War. Shortly thereafter, he received command of the 1st Brigade, 4th Division, in the Army of Southwest Missouri. Dodge fought in the Battle of Pea Ridge (Elkhorn Tavern) in Arkansas (March 7–8, 1862), when he had three horses shot from under him and was wounded in the side. Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers for his role in that battle, he took command of the District of the Mississippi, earning the attention of Major General Ulysses S. Grant for his espionage networks and for rebuilding the Mobile & Ohio Railroad and other western railroads, which proved vital to Grant’s western campaigns.

Promoted to major general of volunteers in June 1864, Dodge commanded XVI Corps during Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Dodge led his corps in the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864) and the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28). Wounded in the head by a Confederate sharpshooter on August 19, 1864, during the Siege of Atlanta, Dodge returned to active duty that December as commander of the Department of the Missouri, a post he held until the end of the war. The department was subsequently expanded to include the Departments of Kansas, Nebraska, and Utah. Dodge’s camp in Kansas was known as Fort Dodge. Later it became Dodge City. Dodge’s soldiers were kept busy against Confederate guerrillas and Native Americans.

Resigning his army commission in May 1866, Dodge returned to the railroad business as chief engineer of the Union Pacific Railroad. In this position, he became a key figure in the construction of the transcontinental railroad. Dodge also won election to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican from Iowa and served one term (1867–1869). He spent much of his time away from the capital, however, engaged in railroad construction, but while in Washington he lobbied forcefully for the railroads and internal improvements in the West. Employed by financier Jay Gould in 1873, Dodge supervised the laying of some 9,000 miles of railroad track. Later he also supervised the laying of railroad track in Cuba. Involved in a number of different businesses, Dodge became immensely wealthy, with a fortune estimated at some $25 million.

A staunch Republican and a personal friend and confidant of President William McKinley and Secretary of War Russell A. Alger, Dodge believed that war with Spain would bring economic instability. He later chaired the so-called Dodge Commission that investigated the practices of the War Department during the war with Spain. Dodge retired to Council Bluffs, Iowa. He wrote several books of recollections of the Civil War and construction of the transcontinental railroad. Dodge died at Council Bluffs on January 3, 1916.
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Herron, Francis Jay (1837–1902)

Union officer. Francis Jay Herron was born on February 17, 1837, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. After attending the University of Pittsburgh, he moved to Iowa, where he and two of his brothers founded a bank in Dubuque. Herron also raised and commanded a local militia company. He entered federal service as a captain in the 1st Iowa Infantry on May 14, 1861. Herron was present for the August 10 Battle of Wilson’s Creek, after which he became lieutenant colonel of the 9th Iowa Infantry.

Herron’s gallantry at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), where he was wounded and captured, earned him a promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on July 16, 1862. Thirty years later he was awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions there. Returning to duty late in 1862, he commanded two divisions of the Army of the Frontier in the Trans-Mississippi theater and played a major role in the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) in Arkansas.

After marching his 6,000-man force some 150 miles in four days, Herron performed ably at Prairie Grove and was advanced to major general, to date from November 29, 1862. Transferred to Mississippi, he commanded a division in the Army of Tennessee and was then engaged during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was selected to lead the procession of Union troops into the vanquished city on July 4. Herron’s next major engagement was the capture of Yazoo City on July 13, which he helped lead.

Herron was subsequently given charge of a division in XIII Corps, Department of the Gulf. After occupying much of the lower Texas coast, he established headquarters at Brownsville. His forces interdicted Confederate goods—especially cotton—moving to nearby Mexico. Herron also played a sizable role in helping Mexican forces under Benito Juárez fight the French intervention instigated by Napoleon III and in preventing French occupation forces from advancing toward the Rio Grande. Herron closed out the war commanding the Northern District of Louisiana, mustering out in June 1865.

Herron remained in Louisiana, where he was a tax collector in New Orleans and a U.S. marshal. After serving briefly as Louisiana’s secretary of state, he moved to New York City in 1877, where he was engaged in banking but died penniless on January 8, 1902.
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Kansas

INTRODUCTION

Kansas, located in the southern Great Plains, was admitted to the Union in January 1861 and figured prominently in the coming of the Civil War. The 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act created the Kansas Territory based on the controversial doctrine of popular sovereignty. From 1855 to 1858, the territory became known as Bleeding Kansas for the violent struggle that took place there between proslavery and antislavery factions. One legacy of this conflict was a seething hatred along the Kansas-Missouri border that reemerged during the Civil War in the form of a vicious guerrilla insurgency.

Kansas presented the North with military opportunities as well as vulnerabilities during the Civil War. The western and central parts of the state were vulnerable to Native American raids and attacks, a problem exacerbated by poor communications that made movement of troops and supplies difficult beyond the few established military roads. However, significant Union forces deployed at Forts Leavenworth and Scott as well as at St. Louis gave the North a formidable grasp on the border state of Missouri, which in spite of occasional challenges the North never relinquished. Fort Leavenworth provided important support for Union operations in west-central Missouri, but it was also the center for campaigns against hostile tribes on the Great Plains. Fort Scott quickly became the most important base west of St. Louis for the Union Army in the Civil War. The fort provided a refuge for Unionist Native Americans escaping the wrath of pro-Southern tribesmen and supported the Union advances on Fort Gibson in Indian Territory and the main Trans-Mississippi Confederate base at Fort Smith, Arkansas.

The absence of any official Confederate high command in Missouri facilitated the emergence of self-styled guerrillas, many of whom were little more than marauding bandits who attacked Union troops and pro-Union citizens alike throughout the state. Atrocities were frequent, committed by men such as Confederate irregular commander William Clarke Quantrill. Quantrill was responsible for one of the most notorious episodes of the war: the August 1863 attack on the abolitionist stronghold of Lawrence, Kansas, in which 150 unarmed men and boys were murdered and most of the town was burned. In response, the U.S. War Department committed additional troops and forcibly resettled much of the pro-Confederate population. Although controversial, these measures proved to be somewhat effective.

The last major military operations in Kansas occurred as a result of Confederate Army of Missouri commander Major General Sterling Price’s daring plan to arouse pro-Southern sympathizers and gather supplies and recruits by invading Missouri. Advancing from Arkansas in late September 1864, Price eventually confronted powerful Union forces under Major General James G. Blunt and Major General Alfred E. Pleasonton near Kansas City on October 23, 1864. With some 29,000 men involved, the ensuing Battle of Westport was the largest military engagement in the Trans-Mississippi theater. Defeated, Price retreated into Kansas intending to withdraw toward Fort Scott, which he hoped to plunder. On the afternoon of October 25, however, Pleasonton’s advance guard caught Price’s force crossing Mine Creek near Mound City. Some 2,000 Union cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Frederick W. Benteen mauled the 7,000 mounted Confederates. Of Price’s original force of 12,000 men, only 3,500 reached Confederate territory safely. The Battle of Mine Creek was the last major engagement of the Civil War west of the Mississippi and effectively marked the end of the fighting in Kansas.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Lawrence, Kansas

City located in northeastern Kansas, along the Kansas and Wakarusa Rivers, about 25 miles east of the state capital of Topeka. Lawrence had an 1860 population of 1,645. Named after Amos Adam Lawrence, a prominent antislavery adherent, Lawrence was founded in 1854 by Charles Robinson of the New England Emigrant Aid Society. The society’s main goal was to settle antislavery whites in Kansas to tip the political scale in favor of those who sought to keep Kansas as a free territory.

After the uproar caused by the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act and the ensuing civil strife known as Bleeding Kansas, Lawrence became a hub of antislavery sentiment in Kansas. The town saw sporadic violence after that, and on May 21, 1856, much of Lawrence was sacked in a raid led by a proslavery posse. During May 24–25, 1856, the radical abolitionist John Brown led a retaliatory raid against proslavery settlers near Pottawatomie Creek, using Lawrence as his base of operations. Five settlers were killed in this assault.

The vast majority of residents in Lawrence were antislavery and pro-Union, and although it was sparsely populated and had no industry to speak of, the city was important because it symbolized staunch Unionism. For this reason, it was targeted by the vicious Confederate guerrilla leader William C. Quantrill, who led a devastating raid on the city on August 21, 1863. Much of Lawrence was sacked, looted, or destroyed, while nearly 200 men, women, and children were systematically executed. It was the worst guerrilla attack of the entire war.

Lawrence residents vowed to rebuild their shattered community, and in 1865 the University of Kansas was established within the city. This helped ensure a central role for Lawrence within the state and led to its steady growth in population and economic activity. By 1870, Lawrence’s population had increased by more than 400 percent compared to 1860. In 2010, the city had a population of 87,643.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Topeka, Kansas

Capital city of Kansas. Topeka was founded in 1854, the same year that the controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act was enacted by Congress. The city is located in northeastern Kansas astride the Kansas River. Topeka had an 1860 population of only 759.

Modern Topeka traces its origins to the 1840s, when droves of settlers began using the Oregon Trail—which began in Independence, Missouri—to make the arduous journey to the Far West. Several individuals formed a ferry service near the future site of Topeka to take passengers across the Kansas River. In the early 1850s, the U.S. Army built a military road linking Fort Leavenworth with Fort Riley, which passed through the area. In 1854 the first cabin was built near the road, and later that same year the town of Topeka was first conceptualized.

Because of its location along the river, Topeka became a regional trade and shipping center. After Kansas gained statehood in 1861, state leaders selected Topeka as the state capital. At the time of the Civil War, Topeka was a small frontier town. Nevertheless, most of its citizens were strongly pro-Union and antislavery. Although Topeka escaped the dim fate of places like Lawrence, which was devastated in an 1862 Confederate raid, there were several instances of small-scale violence in and around the city. Topeka grew briskly after the war ended in 1865, boasting an 1870 population of 5,790, or a 662.8 percent increase from 1860. Topeka’s 2010 population was 127,472.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Leavenworth

The oldest U.S. fort west of the Mississippi River. Located in the northeastern portion of modern-day Kansas along the Missouri River, during the 1840s and 1850s Fort Leavenworth served as the beginning point for traders and immigrants heading to the West. To protect the trade along the Santa Fe Trail, Missouri senator Thomas Hart Benton proposed that an army post be constructed to offer protection to traders. After rejecting a site on the Arkansas River, Congress approved funds for a fort on the Missouri River. In April 1827, Colonel Henry Leavenworth and four companies from the 3rd Infantry Regiment left St. Louis and traveled up the Missouri. Leavenworth selected a site for the post on the west bank of the Missouri. Temporary accommodations for the 188 men were soon built, and the post was named Cantonment Leavenworth on September 19, 1827. On February 8, 1832, the cantonment was renamed Fort Leavenworth.

Leavenworth provided an important base for trading and exploration expeditions heading west. Steamboats were able to sail up the Missouri to its location, carrying supplies and passengers. Overland trails originating at or near Fort Leavenworth included both the Santa Fe Trail and the Oregon Trail. Thousands of immigrants passed through the area between 1841 and 1858, while soldiers from the fort provided escorts for travelers and kept the peace between Native Americans and increasing numbers of white settlers.
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Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, ca. 1867. Named after Colonel Henry Leavenworth, Fort Leavenworth is the oldest U.S. fort west of the Mississippi River. During the Civil War it served as a major induction and training center for Kansas volunteers. (Library of Congress)

When the Mexican-American War began in May 1846, Fort Leavenworth served as a natural staging area for forces heading west and south. The fort also provided sufficient training grounds for the thousands of volunteers who fought in the war. Troops from Fort Leavenworth also helped secure California early in the conflict. Following the war, Fort Leavenworth remained an important outpost and gateway to the West. When war with the Mormons threatened in 1857, U.S. Army troops massed at the fort before leaving for Utah.

Later, Union troops at Fort Leavenworth secured Kansas for the Union at the start of the Civil War in 1861. In the late spring of 1861, Camp Lincoln was established at Fort Leavenworth and served as a major induction and training center for Kansas volunteers. During Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864), earthwork artillery emplacements known as Fort Sully were erected on a high hill just west of Fort Leavenworth, although Price’s men never made it to Leavenworth.

After the Civil War the post served as headquarters for the busy Department of the Missouri, which had oversight for a number of important Indian campaigns. In 1874 a military prison opened at the fort. Beginning in the 1880s, Fort Leavenworth housed a series of professional schools for army officers. Today, Fort Leavenworth is the site of the U.S. Army’s Command and General Staff College.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Carney, Thomas (1824–1888)

Republican politician and second governor of Kansas (1863–1865). Thomas Carney was born on August 20, 1824, in Delaware County, Ohio. With only a rudimentary education, Carney worked on the family farm, but in 1844 he found work in a Columbus, Ohio, dry goods store. He later moved to Cincinnati, where he became a partner in a hugely successful mercantile company. In 1858 Carney entered a partnership with Thomas C. Stevens, establishing the first wholesale merchandise establishment in Leavenworth, Kansas. The business proved highly profitable.

In 1861 Carney won a seat in the Kansas House of Representatives as a Republican, serving until 1862. Winning the Republican gubernatorial nomination that same year, he took office in January 1863. Carney did a fine job raising and equipping troops for in-state and Union service. To place the state’s finances on firmer ground, he endorsed the issuance of state bonds to pay for troop training and equipage and to fund public education and other public welfare programs. Carney also organized and equipped—at his own expense—a border patrol to protect the vulnerable Kansas-Missouri border.

After leaving office in January 1865, Carney served as Leavenworth’s mayor during 1865–1866 and later cofounded the First National Bank in Leavenworth. He was also involved in mining operations in Gunnison County and served as the director of the Lawrence & Fort Gibson Railroad. Carney died on July 28, 1888, in Leavenworth, Kansas.
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Crawford, Samuel Johnson (1835–1913)

Union officer and governor of Kansas. Born on April 10, 1835, in Lawrence County, Indiana, Samuel Johnson Crawford studied law at Cincinnati College, graduating in 1858. In 1859 he moved to Garnett, Kansas, where he established a legal practice and also became involved in local Republican politics. That same year he was elected to the Kansas legislature but was not seated until Kansas was admitted to the Union in January 1861.

After the Civil War began, on May 14, 1861, Crawford was commissioned a captain in the 2nd Kansas Infantry, a three-month regiment. After seeing action at Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, he mustered out with his outfit on October 31. Anxious to continue his military service, Crawford helped raise the 2nd Kansas Cavalry, becoming a captain in the unit on May 14, 1862. He saw considerable action in northwestern Arkansas later in the year and was especially conspicuous at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862). Crawford also participated in the campaign to capture Fort Smith (Arkansas) in the spring of 1863. Despite recommendations from several senior officers, Kansas governor Charles Robinson denied Crawford advancement to colonel. Instead, he was given charge of the newly formed 2nd Kansas Colored Infantry Regiment (later to become the 83rd U.S. Colored Infantry), becoming its colonel on November 1, 1863. Crawford worked diligently to train his troops to a high degree of proficiency and to protect them from racially motivated mistreatment. He led his regiment ably during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864), and on April 30 at Jenkins’ Ferry, his men assaulted and silenced two Confederate cannon.

In September 1864, Kansas Republicans nominated Crawford for governor. He obtained a leave of absence and returned to Kansas to campaign, but within weeks he was back in the field, acting as a volunteer aide during Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28), which also threatened eastern Kansas. Crawford performed well, especially on October 23 at Westport, the news of which helped him win the election.

Crawford took office on January 9, 1865, and was immediately confronted with Reconstruction issues, expanding settlements, the need for internal improvements, and sporadic Indian raids. He handled these issues well, and on November 4, 1868, he resigned the governorship to lead the 19th Kansas Cavalry in a series of retaliatory operations against Native American tribes who had been preying on white settlers along the frontier.

Crawford thereafter waged several unsuccessful campaigns to capture a U.S. congressional seat. From 1877 until 1891, he was a government claims agent in Washington, D.C. He then practiced law there for a time before returning to Kansas, where he engaged in experimental agriculture. Crawford died on October 21, 1913, in Topeka, Kansas.
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Robinson, Charles (1818–1894)

Physician and governor of Kansas (1861–1863). Charles Robinson was born on July 21, 1818, in Hardwick, Massachusetts, and attended Amherst College and the Berkshire Medical School, from which he received a medical degree in 1843. He began a practice in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, where he later established a hospital.

In 1849 Robinson was drawn west to California, where he hoped to make his fortune in the gold rush. This did not materialize, however, so he operated a Sacramento restaurant and became an editor of the Settlers’ and Miners’ Tribune. Robinson frequently used the publication to draw attention to the abuses of land speculators in central California. By this time, he had become an avowed free-soiler and served in the California legislature (1850–1851). When his term expired, he returned to Massachusetts to practice medicine.

In 1854 Robinson became a Kansas agent for the New England Emigrant Aid Company, which helped settlers in their moves from the East to the western frontier. At the same time, he began working to bring together the disparate antislavery forces in Kansas. In late 1855 when proslavery forces threatened violence against Wakarusa, Robinson was appointed commander of the territory’s free-soilers.

In 1856 Robinson was elected territorial governor under the illegal Topeka Constitution. His involvement in this rump regime resulted in his detention for several months during the spring and summer of 1856. Three years later he was again elected governor, this time legally under the Wyandotte Constitution, and was sworn into office on February 9, 1861. Not surprisingly, his strong antislavery position did not make him popular with all Kansans. Nevertheless, within weeks of taking office, he attempted to gird his state for war. Before long he ran into stiff headwinds, courtesy of his political adversaries, most notably the politically powerful James H. Lane, who did not support Robinson’s ideology.

Lane soon launched a concerted effort to remove Robinson from office, ultimately resulting in impeachment proceedings. Robinson was cleared of any wrongdoing, but Lane’s tenacious campaign against him had derailed Robinson’s political career. Robinson was defeated in his 1862 reelection bid and left office on January 12, 1863.

Upon leaving office, Robinson took up residence at his home outside Lawrence, Kansas. Later he joined the liberal faction of the Republican Party and served in the Kansas Senate in 1874 and again in 1876. He ran unsuccessfully for governor twice more. Robinson died on August 17, 1894, in Lawrence, Kansas.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Blunt, James Gillpatrick (1826–1881)

Physician and Union officer. James Gillpatrick Blunt was born on July 21, 1826, in Trenton, Maine. As a young man he served on numerous merchant ships before moving to Ohio, where he earned a medical degree and commenced a practice. In 1856 Blunt relocated to Anderson County, Kansas, where he established a medical practice. By then he had become an ardent abolitionist and was highly influential in the events surrounding Bleeding Kansas, even aiding radical abolitionist John Brown in helping African Americans escape to Canada. When the Civil War began, Blunt commanded a Kansas cavalry brigade but did not enter federal service until April 8, 1862, when he was made a brigadier general of volunteers and given command of the Department of Kansas, a post he held until September 19, 1862.

Advanced to major general on November 29, 1862, Blunt was placed in command of the 1st Division, Army of the Frontier, which he led during several engagements, most notably the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) in Arkansas. He then commanded the District of the Frontier during June–October 1863. As a detachment of his army was moving from Fort Scott to Fort Smith on October 6, 1863, the wagon train came under vicious attack by Confederate guerrillas led by William Quantrill. When the fight was over, 89 of Blunt’s men lay dead, many of them African Americans. The battle cost Blunt his field command.

Blunt was not dismissed from the army, however, and was soon tasked with recruiting African Americans for Union service along the frontier. He was later given a new field command, and he played a major role in repulsing Confederate major general Sterling Price’s last attempt to retake Missouri during September–October 1864. Blunt then commanded the Districts of Upper Arkansas and South Kansas. Throughout his time in the army, he was suspected of corruption. He also garnered a reputation as an inveterate womanizer.

Blunt mustered out of service in July 1865 and went to Leavenworth, Kansas, where he resumed the practice of medicine. In 1869 he relocated to Washington, D.C., where he practiced medicine and served as a government claims agent. In 1879 Blunt showed signs of mental instability and was admitted to a hospital for the insane in Washington, where he died on July 27, 1881.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CONFLICTS

Bleeding Kansas

Reference to the civil strife in the new Kansas Territory. The term “Bleeding Kansas” came into use after 1854 to describe the civil war that erupted in the newly created Kansas Territory between proslavery and free-soil elements. The main struggle was over whether Kansas would enter the Union as a free state or a slave state. The violence in Kansas further polarized a nation already deeply divided over the slavery issue, was a major factor in the splitting of the Democratic Party, and served as an important catalyst for the collapse of the Whig Party and the emergence of the Republican Party. The weak responses to the crisis on the part of Presidents Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan essentially destroyed the confidence of both the antislavery North and the proslavery South in the federal government’s ability to protect their interests.

Violence between proslavery and antislavery factions began with the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, which created the territories of Kansas and Nebraska. The two new territories were to be a test for Senator Stephen A. Douglas’s doctrine of popular sovereignty. Popular sovereignty enunciated the right of the voters in the territory to decide whether Kansas, specifically, would enter the Union as a slave state or a free state. This legislation in effect destroyed the Missouri Compromise of 1820 that had restricted the further introduction of slavery above the line 36N30'. Antislavery Northerners viewed the act and popular sovereignty as a betrayal of constitutional principles and a threat to free labor everywhere. To free-soilers, the Kansas-Nebraska Act and popular sovereignty signified an open invitation for proslavery elements in the neighboring slave state of Missouri to take over the Kansas Territory and bring it into the Union as a slave state. Missouri slave owners, led by the firebrand former U.S. senator David Atchison, saw antislavery agitation in Kansas as a threat to slavery and the racial order in Missouri itself. Given the emotional nature of the slavery issue, the presence of a neighboring slave state, and the consequences for the national political balance between slave and free states, violence in Kansas was virtually inevitable.

Governor A. H. Reeder’s call for the election of a territorial legislature in Kansas by March 1855 began a cycle of violence that would persist with varying degrees of intensity for the next 10 years. Incited by Atchison and other proslavery activists, thousands of armed Missouri Border Ruffians crossed into Kansas, voted illegally, and terrorized free-staters. The resulting proslavery legislature ejected free-soil representatives, adopted a slave code, and enacted criminal penalties for speaking out against slavery. On their part, even before the election antislavery leaders in the Northern states had been encouraging the migration of free-soil settlers into Kansas through such organizations as the New England Emigrant Aid Company. Antislavery leaders also supported the founding of free-state towns such as Topeka and Lawrence. Led by the Reverend Henry Ward Beecher, many were also supplying arms (particularly Sharp’s rifles, known as “Beecher’s Bibles”) to antislavery settlers.
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The Kansas-Missouri border war of 1854–1859, also known as Bleeding Kansas, was a preview of the U.S. Civil War but preceded the national conflict by seven years. (Library of Congress)

In the wake of the 1855 elections, both free-soil and proslavery factions stepped up their support for their Kansas brethren. Free-staters set up a rival legislature in Topeka in the autumn of 1855, in spite of threats from President Pierce’s administration to prosecute them for treason. In 1857, antislavery Kansans boycotted a referendum on the proslavery Lecompton Constitution and composed their own. Despite overwhelming evidence that a majority of the voters in the territory supported a free state, President Buchanan submitted the Lecompton document to Congress with a recommendation for approval. Buchanan’s action flouted popular sovereignty, further fueled antislavery feeling in the North, and accelerated the growing split in the Democratic Party.

By the time of the submission of the Lecompton Constitution, the proslavery orientation of the territorial government and continuing violence by proslavery militias had already triggered open war. On May 21, 1856, a proslavery posse led by Missouri sheriff Samuel Jones entered Lawrence, Kansas, to serve treason warrants against several abolitionists. The posse members then rampaged through the town, destroying several printing presses and burning the Free State Hotel and the home of free-state activist Charles Robinson. Three days later in retaliation, a party led by abolitionist John Brown kidnapped five men associated with the proslavery Law and Order Party and murdered them at Pottawatomie Creek. On June 2, 1856, Brown defeated a small proslavery force at Black Jack. Brown and his followers managed to avoid a massive manhunt by Missouri militiamen until August 20, when Missouri irregulars routed them and burned the free-state town of Osawatomie, where they had hidden the previous night.

The federal government along with Kansas moderates slowed but could not stop this continuing cycle of raids and reprisals. Efforts led by Governor John W. Geary to broker a truce before the 1856 elections foundered in the face of the intransigence of extremists on both sides and the lack of support from the Pierce administration. Shortly before the elections, Geary resigned in disgust.

The late 1850s saw another upsurge in violence after submission of the Lecompton Constitution and the emergence of extremists such as the fanatical abolitionist James H. Lane and equally intense proslavery figures such as Charles Hamilton, who had left Georgia to fight antislavery settlers in Kansas. On May 19, 1858, Hamilton and his militia massacred nine free-state men on the Marais des Cygne. Meanwhile, Lane’s force won victories at Hickory Point, Franklin, and Slough Creek.

Fighting in Kansas subsided in 1859, but the violence shown by both free-state and proslavery factions had destroyed popular sovereignty and damaged the American political process beyond repair. Indeed, the violence fueled antislavery sentiment in the North and secessionist feelings in the South, making a national civil war a virtual certainty. In 1861 with the Southern states having left the Union, Kansas was admitted as a free state.

Statehood did not end Kansas’s troubles. In the midst of the Civil War, the Kansas-Missouri border was plagued by savage guerrilla warfare between pro-Confederate Missouri bushwhackers led by William Quantrill and “Bloody Bill” Anderson and pro-Union militias (Jayhawkers), such as the infamous 7th Kansas volunteers led by Charles Jennison. The violence, marred by atrocities on both sides, culminated in Quantrill’s August 1863 raid on Lawrence. This border war did not end until well after the Civil War’s conclusion.
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Lawrence, Kansas, Raid on (August 21, 1863)

Deadly raid by Confederate guerrillas under the command of William Clarke Quantrill. Also called Quantrill’s Raid on Lawrence and the Lawrence Massacre, the attack was a culmination of conflict and tension between Kansans and Missourians that extended back to the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act and the battle over slavery in the territories. When the Civil War began in 1861, Kansas Jayhawkers—rough and dangerous Unionists—used experience and resentment from the territorial struggle to lead destructive raids into Missouri. As a result, hundreds of men joined guerrilla, or irregular, fighting units in Missouri to oppose federal forces. Called “bushwhackers,” some of these men were truly pro-Confederate, some were former Unionists angered with the Jayhawkers’ raids, and others were criminals who took advantage of the opportunity to kill and plunder. Quantrill, originally from Ohio and a onetime Kansas resident, soon joined this effort and came to lead his own successful band of Southern partisans.

During the summer of 1863, Quantrill planned the most daring excursion to date for his Missouri guerrillas. Lawrence, Kansas, some 30 miles west of the Missouri-Kansas border and with a population of 3,000 people, stood as the prosperous landmark of Kansas and was home to many leading political and military figures. With a list of buildings and people chosen for eradication, Quantrill and more than 400 heavily armed guerrillas rode into Kansas on August 20.

At around 5:00 a.m. on August 21, 1863, Quantrill’s Southern partisans reached Lawrence and charged into town. His men quickly captured Lawrence’s most imposing structure, a hotel called the Eldridge House. The guerrillas then quickly dispersed. They looted stores, plundered private residences, and burned most of the town’s buildings. The property damage was tremendous, perhaps reaching $1.5 million, but the wholesale murders made the raid infamous.

The guerrillas generally left women and children alone; however, nearly every adult male was killed. The first man to die was Reverend Samuel Snyder, shot dead while milking a cow. Husbands and fathers were shot in front of their families. Some men were killed outright, while others were first tormented by their captors. A number of women managed to save lives and property by distracting raiders while male relatives hid or ran away. Meanwhile, a small unit of black soldiers and a group of young military volunteers had camped in the southern part of the town. Unarmed and undermanned, they offered no resistance; those who did not escape were killed.

The raid lasted for about four hours. Only 1 marauding guerrilla was killed, when he tarried after Quantrill had departed. Between 150 and 200 Lawrence residents died that morning. More than 100 houses were burned, and most businesses had been ransacked if not totally destroyed.

A small group of Lawrence residents and other Union units followed Quantrill but were unable to stop the guerrillas. Near the border a strong Union unit attacked the bushwhackers, but most of the guerrillas nevertheless escaped back into Missouri. Although the raiders reasoned that their attack was revenge for Kansan atrocities in Missouri, the act fueled further restrictive regulations by federal authorities, including General Order No. 11, which ordered the removal of all residents in certain Missouri counties except those who could prove loyalty to the Union.
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Baxter Springs, Battle of (October 6, 1863)

Engagement in southern Kansas. Confederate guerrilla leader “Colonel” William C. Quantrill’s men had been experiencing difficulty obtaining supplies and winter quarters after their August 21, 1863, raid of Lawrence, Kansas, where they had killed between 150 and 200 civilians.

In early October 1863, Quantrill and 400 of his guerrillas were headed to Texas to spend the winter. Their route took them through Baxter Springs, Kansas, on October 6, 1863. There they planned a two-pronged attack on Fort Blair to obtain supplies. Quantrill’s subordinate, David Poole, led one column in a direct attack on the small fort, which was commanded by Lieutenant James B. Pond. The assault caught much of the garrison off guard, and several of the men were shot at close range. Pond hastily deployed a small howitzer, forcing the guerrillas to retreat and saving the garrison from an almost certain massacre.

Almost simultaneously, Quantrill’s own column encountered Major General James G. Blunt, commander of the Federal District of the Frontier, and a 100-man entourage with an extensive supply train that was moving the general’s headquarters from Fort Scott, Kansas, to Fort Smith, Arkansas. With many of the guerrillas wearing captured Union uniforms, Blunt mistook Quantrill’s men for Union troops coming to escort him to Fort Smith. Too late, Blunt realized his error. He was able to escape with some of his men, but Quantrill’s guerrillas captured and then murdered 89 Union soldiers, including 17 unarmed musicians.

Total Union losses in the two engagements constituting the Battle of Baxter Springs numbered 103 (90 deaths and 13 wounded), with the Confederates suffering just 3 casualties. Blunt was relieved of his command for the fiasco. Quantrill’s forces continued on to Texas.
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Mine Creek, Battle of (October 25, 1864)

The second in a series of three battles fought on the same day during Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Price had suffered a major defeat in the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864) in present-day Kansas City, Missouri. Now greatly outnumbered and with Union forces closing in from different directions, he was forced to disengage and began a long retreat to Confederate territory. Price’s Army of Missouri was bringing along 500 wagons loaded with supplies that were desperately needed by the Confederacy.

Price headed south along the Kansas-Missouri state line, while Union major general Alfred Pleasonton pursued with his Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri. Pleasonton caught up with Price at a place known as Trading Post on the Marais des Cygnes River 60 miles south of Westport early on October 25. Although outnumbered, before dawn Colonels Frederick Benteen and John F. Philips attacked the Confederates with their two brigades before dawn. Price was able to get most of his wagons and men across the river but lost some wagons, two guns, and about 100 men taken prisoner.

The Union cavalrymen then crossed the river themselves. Later that same morning six miles to the south, the Union troopers came on the Confederates fording rain-swollen Mine Creek in Linn County. Anticipating a Union attack, Price had established a defensive position north of the stream with Brigadier General James F. Fagan’s division on the left and Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke’s division on the right, supported by eight guns. Brigadier General William L. Cabell’s brigade formed up on the south side of the creek in reserve. Price himself proceeded with the main wagon train and the rest of his force toward Fort Scott, hoping to capture that Union post and its valuable stores.

In the ensuing Battle of Mine Creek, also known as the Battle of the Osage, some 2,600 Federals faced perhaps 7,000 Confederates. As both sides remained mounted, the ensuing engagement was one of the largest cavalry encounters of the war. Benteen charged the Confederate center, and Philips hit the left flank. Mass confusion reigned, as many of Price’s men were wearing captured Union uniforms; indeed, Marmaduke was captured when he attempted to rally what he assumed to be a group of Confederates but who turned out to be Union soldiers. Cabell was also taken prisoner. The shock of the Union attack plus superior firepower—the two brigades were armed with breech-loading carbines, while the Confederates had muzzle-loaders—carried the day. The Confederates suffered some 1,200 casualties, nearly 1,000 of them prisoners. The Confederates also lost a number of their guns. Union casualties totaled about 100.

Benteen and Philips continued their pursuit, with yet another battle occurring that same afternoon at the Marmiton River.
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Kentucky

INTRODUCTION

Kentucky, a strategically important border state that was sharply divided in sentiment between North and South during the Civil War, encompasses 40,409 square miles and is bordered by Indiana and Ohio to the north, Tennessee to the south, Virginia and West Virginia to the east, and Illinois and Missouri to the west. Kentucky also has a long border along the strategically significant Ohio River and borders the Mississippi River in the far southwestern corner of the state. Because of Kentucky’s central location and access to these key rivers, both the Union and the Confederacy saw the state as critically important.

The 1860 census listed Kentucky’s population at 1,155,651 people. Of that number, about 19.5 percent were African American, and of these more than 90 percent were enslaved or otherwise encumbered. The state was practically evenly divided between pro-Union and pro-Confederate sympathizers, although many pro-Unionists did not find the prevalence of slavery in the state particularly troubling. While Kentucky’s Democratic governor Beriah Magoffin (1859–1862) was pro-Southern, the state assembly was largely pro-Union, which further split the state during the war. Magoffin’s successors were more moderate and neutral, but by then the damage had already been done.

Kentucky had equally strong ties to both the North and the South. Economically, Kentucky had stronger ties to the South because of the state’s agricultural exports and access to the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Many Kentuckians were independent minded, and a majority of those in the northern part of the state harbored pro-Union sentiments.

Although Kentucky did not have a large industrial base at the time of the war, it was a major producer of agricultural products, including tobacco, wheat, hemp, corn, and flax. Moreover, its prominent position along the Ohio River made it a natural defensive barrier against Union advances south, across the river. Confederate leaders also knew that it might be possible to launch an expedition north into the Great Lakes from Kentucky, using the Ohio River as the primary means of transport. Both sides understood quite clearly the geographical significance of the state.

Governor Magoffin ignored President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops in April 1861, but the state assembly, which was pro-Union, adopted a neutrality resolution on May 20, 1861. It would soon become clear, however, that neither side would long be able to honor Kentucky’s neutrality. Nevertheless, Kentuckians enlisted in both the Union Army and the Confederate Army in significant numbers. Those loyal to the Union were trained in Ohio and Indiana, while Southern sympathizers underwent training in Tennessee. Further bifurcating Kentucky was the Kentucky Militia, which split into pro-Union and pro-Confederate groups. Most remained on home guard duty, but when Confederate troops broke the Kentuckians’ neutrality and entered the state in September 1861, Kentucky militiamen joined forces with one side or the other. This would lead to great tragedy for many Kentuckians, as the war would see brother fighting brother.

In November 1861, a group of pro-Southern Kentuckians fighting with Confederate forces passed a secession ordinance at Russellville, Kentucky. The effort resulted in a pro-Confederate provisional government, headquartered at Bowling Green. The following month, based on the rogue government, the Confederate Congress admitted Kentucky as a Confederate state. For all intents and purposes, however, the move was chiefly a symbolic one, as the provisional government enjoyed little popular support in Kentucky. Meanwhile, in a special June 1861 election, Kentuckians elected nine pro-Union representatives to Congress; only one was pro-South. Two months later elections for the state assembly resulted in a large Unionist majority, which gave Northern sympathizers a veto-proof victory margin.

On September 3, 1861, Kentucky’s neutrality was shattered when Confederate major general Leonidas Polk led a sizable force north from Tennessee into Kentucky, in the process capturing Columbus and Hickman, located along the Mississippi River. To stymie the Confederate advance, Union forces under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant left Cairo, Illinois; crossed into Kentucky; and occupied Paducah on September 6. The Kentucky legislature called for an immediate withdrawal of Confederate (but not Union) troops from Kentucky, a resolution that was vetoed by Magoffin. The veto was overridden, and Magoffin reluctantly ordered Polk’s forces to retreat from the state. Nevertheless, once the neutrality had been breached, it was impossible to reimpose it. More Confederate and Union forces moved into the state over the course of the war, and it became the site of numerous battles and skirmishes.

The Union victories at Logan Cross Roads (Mill Springs) in eastern Kentucky on January 16, 1862, and during the Forts Henry and Donelson Campaign (February 6–16, 1862), which was waged in both Kentucky and Tennessee, rendered Kentucky untenable for Confederate forces. After that, Kentucky was dominated by the Union but was still the target of Confederate forces. Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan conducted several raids into and through Kentucky in 1862 and 1863, but the Southerners were unable to capitalize on them. Some of the engagements fought in Kentucky include the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862), the Siege of Munfordville (September 13–17, 1862), and the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), which were part of the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). The Confederates were never able to establish a stronghold in the state after 1862, however.

The war not only resulted in the destruction of personal property but also tore Kentucky’s population in two. The practically even support for North and South bitterly divided families, many of which were never made whole again. In total, about 76,000 Kentuckians served in the Union Army, including those pro-Union segments of the Kentucky Militia, while some 25,000 served in the Confederate ranks. Of the 100,000 or so who took up arms, about 30,000 died, 20,000 to disease and exposure and 10,000 to actual battle wounds.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Frankfort, Kentucky

City located in the Bluegrass Region of north-central Kentucky that has served as the state capital since 1792. With an 1860 population of only 3,701 people, Frankfort was—and remains to this day—one of the smallest of all the state capitals. Frankfort is located along the fall line of the Kentucky River, a tributary of the much larger Ohio River that lies to the north and west of the city. In the late 1780s, the first settlement occurred at what would become Frankfort when several Virginians purchased land there and set up homesteads.

Frankfort, Virginia, was officially established in 1786. When Kentucky became a separate state in 1792, Frankfort was chosen as its capital. At the time of the Civil War, all of Frankfort was situated on the north bank of the river; since then, the city has incorporated areas south of the river. The Kentucky River linked Frankfort to the Mississippi River via the Ohio River. In the first third of the 19th century, several locks were constructed near Frankfort to render the Kentucky River more navigable.

Frankfort during the 1860s was a small sleepy town whose main claim to importance was its function as the county seat and the seat of the state government. The town had little industry to speak of but was a regional trade center chiefly for farmers and small merchants. Frankfort had little strategic importance from a military perspective, and its residents tended to be rather evenly split among those who backed the Union and those who supported the Confederacy. However, because the pro-Union and legitimate state government ultimately chose to remain loyal to the United States, pro-Confederate activities in the area were not very numerous.

In early September 1861, Confederate major general Leonidas Polk committed a major error in breaking Kentucky’s neutrality declaration when he led troops into that state. Within days of the invasion, the General Assembly passed an ordinance ordering the removal of Confederate (but not Union) troops from the state. Governor Beriah Magoffin, who hoped to maintain neutrality and ultimately put it to a popular vote, vetoed the ordinance, but legislators overrode it. Magoffin now dutifully issued the proclamation, and the General Assembly ordered the U.S. flag to be flown over the capitol. This act essentially secured Frankfort for the Union.

State and Union troops erected two earthwork forts to protect Frankfort from Confederate attack. The first was erected in 1863 on a hill overlooking the city and was called Fort Boone. There militiamen fought off a small detachment of Confederate raiders in June 1864. Later that same year, a second—and much larger—fortification was built on the hill. It was known as New Fort Boone or New Redoubt. After the war, Frankfort remained quite small. Its present population is only about 25,000.
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Lexington, Kentucky

Major Kentucky city located along the Kentucky River in the heart of the Bluegrass region in the central portion of the state. With an 1860 population of 22,599, Lexington was Kentucky’s second-largest city. Lexington was first founded by a group of Virginia frontiersman in 1775 and was so-named for Lexington, Massachusetts, where the first shots of the American Revolutionary War were fired that same year. The area was then part of the state of Virginia. In 1779 a blockhouse and small fort were erected at Lexington, which afforded the population some protection from Native American raids. Lexington was formally chartered in 1782.

Over the succeeding decades, Lexington grew steadily. Its location on the Kentucky River, a tributary of the Ohio River, ensured that it had ready access to markets in both the north and south via the Mississippi River and farther to the east via the Ohio River. By the early 1820s, Lexington was among the largest cities west of the Appalachians. The wealth it attracted from the many farms and plantations in the Bluegrass region gave it an air of culture and sophistication that was quite uncommon along the American frontier. Indeed, many people referred to it as the “Athens of the West.”

By 1850, Lexington and the surrounding areas had one of the largest slave populations in the entire state, although the city was also home to a sizable community of free blacks. Among the largest of the Bluegrass region’s staple crops was tobacco—largely dependent upon slave labor—and hemp. The area was also already renowned for its excellent livestock, especially horses. Today, the Bluegrass region remains at the epicenter of American’s thoroughbred horse–breeding operations. The city quickly became home to many of the state’s most prominent planters and politicians, including Henry Clay.

Not surprisingly, given its social and economic ties to slavery and the South, Lexington and its environs tended to be pro-Confederate. In August and September 1861, by which time Confederate troops had moved into Kentucky, breaking its neutrality pledge, Union troops began moving into Lexington, causing much alarm among the citizenry. Union forces quickly garrisoned the city to prevent it from falling into Southern hands. The following summer, however, the Confederates launched a major offensive into Kentucky, and on September 2 some 11,000 Confederate troops marched into Lexington. Just prior to that Union troops had withdrawn, destroying government supplies and arms as they vacated the city. The Southern occupation was cheered by much of the population, and the city itself saw no combat, although several pitched battles were fought not far from it that autumn. The Confederate occupation was short-lived. Following the October 8, 1862, Battle of Perryville, Confederate brigadier general Braxton Bragg was compelled to withdraw his forces from Kentucky. By October 16, Union forces had reoccupied Lexington.

Lexington was thereafter the target of several Confederate raids, the most notable being one staged by Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan in June 1864. Many of the city’s stores and homes were looted in the process, and a number of fine horses were stolen or killed in the countryside. This was the last military action to occur in Lexington during the war. For the remainder of the conflict, the city was occupied by pro-Northern militiamen and Union troops; the populace, meanwhile, like much of the rest of the state, was divided in its loyalties.
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Louisville, Kentucky

Kentucky’s largest city during the Civil War, Louisville is located in the north-central part of the state on the strategic Ohio River. The 1860 population was 68,033. The city is situated at the Falls of the Ohio River, so in 1830 the Louisville-Portland Canal was completed so that river traffic could bypass the most challenging part of the falls. This greatly facilitated river traffic along the Ohio and helped link Louisville directly with points west and south via the Mississippi River. In 1778, Colonel George Rogers Clark established the first European settlement in the area that became Louisville on Corn Island, at the head of the Falls of the Ohio. At that time, the area was still part of the state of Virginia.

In 1780 Virginia chartered the town of Louisville, named after French King Louis XVI, whose government had aided the Patriots during the American Revolutionary War. The town grew rapidly, and by 1828 it boasted nearly 7,500 residents. The economy was then heavily dependent upon shipping along the Ohio, which had been greatly augmented by the advent of steamboats, and agriculture in the surrounding area.

Between 1830 and 1850 Louisville’s population increased fourfold, and the city became one of the most important commercial centers along the Ohio. Although slavery was not widespread in this part of Kentucky, a number of slaves did toil in the city and the surrounding region; there was also a small free black community in Louisville. Because Indiana, a free state, lay just across the Ohio, Louisville was one of the last stops for runaway slaves seeking freedom in the North.

By 1860 Louisville was a bustling and prosperous city, with many German and Irish immigrants having swelled its population over the preceding decade. Louisville was a major trade center for tobacco, a staple crop in Kentucky, and was home to some of the nation’s largest pork-packing operations. By 1855 Louisville had been firmly connected to the U.S. national rail system, which served the city for both freight and passenger traffic. At the heart of this system was the strategic Louisville & Nashville Railroad.

By the eve of the Civil War, the Louisville Rolling Mill was producing rails and girders, several Louisville foundries were producing iron and steel, and the city was host to numerous steamboat-building companies. Livestock and horse breeding were also important economic engines at the time. At the same time, Louisville served as a major market for the sale and purchase of slaves, which ensured that the city’s loyalties would be split between the industrialized North and the slave-based agricultural South.

The 1860 elections demonstrated that many residents of Louisville wanted to remain in the Union but continue to support the institution of slavery. Indeed, most voted for Constitutional Union Party candidate John Bell for president in 1860; he was a native of neighboring Tennessee. Bell’s platform advocated for the continuation of the Union but the preservation of slavery as it then existed. When war began in 1861, the federal government sent a large cache of arms to Louisville to help defend it from a potential Confederate attack. The city was rather divided over its loyalties, with wealthier merchants tending to support the Confederate cause.

Because of its strategic location and its industrial capacity, Louisville quickly emerged as a major logistics and supply center for the Union Army, and several thousand state and Union troops permanently guarded the city during the conflict. As the war went on, Louisville also became a major staging area for Union troops bound for Southern battlefields. By the winter of 1862 at least 80,000 troops were in Louisville, which greatly transformed the city and provided a major boost to its economy.

Although Louisville remained firmly in Union hands, the city was several times threatened by Confederate guerrilla raids and larger incursions, sending the local population into panic. Several Union commanders made Louisville their headquarters during 1862–1864. Louisville also became home to a military hospital and a large prisoner-of-war camp for captured Confederates. Eventually a total of 11 forts guarded the city, most of which were hastily constructed after the war began.

In May 1865 after the war had ended, Louisville became a major mustering-out point for soldiers in the West and the mid-South. The next month, the U.S. War Department made the city headquarters for the Union Armies of the West. In all, more than 70,000 troops passed through the city’s ports and rail station as they made their way home.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Duffield

U.S. redoubt built near the Ohio River at West Point, Kentucky, not far from Louisville in the north-central part of the state. Concerned with Confederate activity farther south in Kentucky, especially the occupation of Columbus and Bowling Green beginning in September 1861, Major General William T. Sherman, commanding Union forces in Kentucky, ordered the construction of a fort at West Point. It was designed chiefly to guard approaches to the strategic Ohio River and the towns of West Point and Elizabethtown, which Sherman had transformed into a major supply depot. It was also considered part of the outer defenses of Louisville, which were then still largely in their infancy.

Construction on the post began on November 3, 1861, and was completed by early January 1862. The work was accomplished chiefly by the 37th Indiana and 9th Michigan Infantry Regiments. The redoubt was named for Reverend George Duffield, the father of Colonel William W. Duffield, who commanded the 9th Michigan.

The fort was situated on a high rise known as Pearman Hill and faced south toward West Point. The location made it easy for enemy troops to be spotted and fired upon. It was of timber and earthen construction, with serpentine walls and two large timber-made gates at the west and east ends of the structure. The fort’s 10 wall angles permitted ideal perches from which the defenders might rain down rifle and artillery fire. The structure was surrounded by a large ditch, from which 17-foot-high walls rose in all directions. The top of the outer wall was almost 9 feet wide.

Inside the walls were log-built enlisted men’s and officers’ quarters, a magazine, a kitchen, and other small outbuildings. A spring provided freshwater directly into the compound. At its peak, Fort Duffield’s garrison numbered between 800 and 1,000 soldiers. By the autumn of 1862, however, when the Confederate threat to northern Kentucky had subsided, the redoubt was abandoned and its garrison sent to the war front.
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Forts Jefferson and Holt

Two Union earthwork forts erected in the autumn of 1861 in Ballard County in far southwestern Kentucky, about a mile south of the town of Wickliffe. The site—which overlooks the critical confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers—was first used as a redoubt during the American Revolutionary War, when Brigadier General George Rogers Clark established a base there in 1780. The post was abandoned the following year. Fort Jefferson (also known as Camp Crittenden) and Fort Holt were designed to protect the approaches of the Ohio River and the strategic Union shipyards at Mount City and Cairo, Illinois, on the Mississippi River.

When Confederate troops moved against nearby Columbus, Kentucky, in September 1861, ultimately occupying it for a short time, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant ordered the construction of forts on the old site of the original Fort Jefferson. Fort Holt was constructed first and was named for Joseph Holt, secretary of war in the James Buchanan administration. It was situated opposite Birds’ Point, Missouri. The new Fort Jefferson was situated only a few hundred feet above the mouth of Mayfield Creek. By the end of September 1861, almost 3,600 Union troops were stationed at Fort Holt, and another 2,000 or so were garrisoning Fort Jefferson. The structures were not complete by then, but a large influx of refugees seeking asylum from the Confederate invasion of southwestern Kentucky—including many slaves—were immediately put to work to complete the redoubts. That same month, troops from both forts were mobilized to conduct reconnaissance and skirmishes with Confederate troops to the immediate south. General Grant employed the entire garrison at Fort Holt during the November 6, 1861, Battle of Belmont in Missouri. During the Forts Henry and Donelson Campaign (February 6–16, 1862), Grant employed many of the troops at Forts Jefferson and Holt.

The two forts saw little in the way of combat except for two naval skirmishes involving riverboats. The first unfolded during September 9 and 10, 1861, when CSS Yankee engaged USS Conestoga at Lucas Bend on the Mississippi River very near Fort Jefferson. Guns from Fort Jefferson helped defeat and drive away the Confederate vessel. A larger engagement occurred at the same spot on January 11, 1862, when Confederate gunboats attacked the U.S. river ironclads St. Louis and Essex. The skirmish involved a 30-minute artillery duel that included some of Fort Jefferson’s guns and ended in a stalemate. This marked the last time that Confederate warships operated that far north on the Mississippi.

In the early spring of 1862, both forts were inundated by severe flooding and were abandoned thereafter. By then the Confederate threat to the area had receded, and Union forces instead massed in Paducah and Columbus. The only modern-day remnants of the forts are grass-covered elevated earthworks. The area is currently preserved as a park, and there is a cemetery adjacent to the site that contains the graves of both American Revolutionary War and Civil War veterans.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Bramlette, Thomas Elliott (1817–1875)

Union officer and Kentucky governor (1863–1867). Thomas Elliott Bramlette was born on January 3, 1817, at Elliott’s Cross Roads in Cumberland (present-day Clinton) County, Kentucky. Educated in local schools, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1837. Bramlette opened a law practice in Louisville that same year and in 1841 sat in the Kentucky House of Representatives as a Democrat. In 1848 he was appointed a commonwealth’s attorney, a post he held until 1850. That same year he moved to Columbia, Kentucky, and in 1856 he was elected judge of the Sixth Judicial District.

In 1861 Bramlette resigned his judicial post to raise an infantry regiment—the 3rd Kentucky—of which he was commissioned colonel on July 6. He saw little action, however, and served outside Kentucky only for a short time. On July 13, 1862, Bramlette resigned his commission because of a command dispute; within weeks, President Abraham Lincoln appointed him U.S. district attorney for Kentucky. The following year, Bramlette was about to accept a brigadier general’s commission in the Union Army when pro-Union Democrats in Kentucky asked him to run for governor. Bramlette went on to win the election and took office on September 1, 1863.

While in office, Bramlette strove to support the Union and preserve constitutional prerogatives. As a Democrat, he was sometimes at odds with Lincoln administration policies. Bramlette criticized the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation, for example, because it went against Lincoln’s earlier pledge not to interfere with slavery where it already existed. Bramlette also balked at recruiting African American soldiers. In addition, he frequently sparred with Union military commanders operating in Kentucky. In the 1864 presidential election, Bramlette campaigned vigorously for Democratic nominee George B. McClellan, who won the state by a large margin.

Bramlette also had to contend with ongoing Confederate guerrillas operating in his state, and in January 1864 he blamed that activity on Confederate sympathizers, whom he vowed to expose and prosecute. When the war ended, the governor moved to grant general pardons to former Confederates who had been indicted in Kentucky courts. Although Bramlette reluctantly supported the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, he adamantly opposed the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, which were both rejected by the state legislature. Bramlette also objected to the Freedmen’s Bureau.

Bramlette left office on September 3, 1867, with the state in a generally prosperous position. He returned to Louisville and practiced law before dying in that city on January 12, 1875.
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Crittenden, John Jordan (1787–1863)

Lawyer, Kentucky politician, and U.S. attorney general. John Jordan Crittenden was born on September 10, 1787, near Versailles, Kentucky. After graduating from the College of William and Mary in 1806, where he studied law, he became a highly successful defense lawyer in western Kentucky. Entering state politics as a Democratic Republican, Crittenden served in the commonwealth’s legislature during 1811–1817.

Crittenden first ran for the U.S. Senate in 1816 and served during 1817–1819. He later became a Whig and served numerous other terms in the Senate, interrupting his Senate tenure to become a U.S. district attorney (1827–1829), governor of Kentucky (1848–1850), and U.S. attorney general (1841, 1850–1853). In the mid-1850s after the Whig Party had disintegrated, Crittenden belonged to the short-lived Know-Nothing Party and then became a Democrat.

By the late 1850s, Crittenden was an important national figure. Although he was a Democrat and was from a border state, he was an ardent Unionist who hoped that slavery would eventually die a natural death. In the U.S. Senate from 1855 until 1861, Crittenden refused to support the Kansas-Nebraska Act because it negated the Missouri Compromise of 1820 line; he also would not initially subscribe to the concept of popular sovereignty.

When Republican Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860, Crittenden decided to engineer one final effort to reach a compromise that might stave off disunion and civil war. Very much inspired by his mentor and fellow Kentuckian Henry Clay, in December 1860 Crittenden introduced a series of compromises to the Senate that he hoped might avert war. On December 18 his Senate colleagues formed the Committee of Thirteen, with Crittenden as chair. The committee met for nearly a week debating Crittenden’s various compromises but in the end voted them down by a slim margin. In January 1861 the Senate also refused to put his compromises to a national vote. On March 4, 1861, Crittenden left the Senate, took a seat in the House of Representatives that same day, and then returned to Kentucky, hopeful that he could keep his state neutral in the coming conflict.

On March 16 Crittenden addressed the state legislature, offering up a series of points that supported neutrality. The next month the legislature issued an official proclamation on neutrality based largely on Crittenden’s recommendations. Once war began, Crittenden redoubled his efforts to preserve the Union but remained generally unhappy with the Lincoln administration’s policies. Crittenden opposed West Virginia statehood, the confiscation of Confederate property, and the use of African American troops in the army. As he campaigned for another term in the House, Crittenden died on July 26, 1863, in Frankfort, Kentucky. Crittenden had good reason to oppose disunion and the war it spawned, as it bitterly divided his family, with one son, George Bibb Crittenden, serving the Confederacy and another, Thomas L. Crittenden, remaining loyal to the Union; both sons became general officers.
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Hawes, Richard (1797–1877)

Pro-Confederate governor of Kentucky (1862–1865). Richard Hawes was born on February 6, 1797, in Caroline County, Virginia, but moved to Kentucky in 1810. After graduating from Transylvania University, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1818. Hawes practiced law in Winchester, Kentucky (1818–1821), and as a Whig served three terms in the Kentucky legislature (1828, 1829, and 1836). He also saw military service as a militiaman during the 1832 Black Hawk War. In 1843 he relocated to Paris, Kentucky. After the Whig Party imploded in the 1850s, Hawes allied himself with the Democrats.

Initially opposed to secession, in early 1861 Hawes was appointed to a committee designed to craft Kentucky’s neutrality stance. By June 1861, however, he had allied himself with Kentuckians who blamed the North for starting the Civil War. Hawes now supported Kentucky secession and the Confederate cause. He thereafter briefly held a major’s commission in the Confederate Army, but his advanced age kept him from any field duties. Pro-Confederate Kentuckians, meanwhile, had created a rump government, with George W. Johnson as governor. When Johnson was killed in action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), pro-Confederate legislators named Hawes to replace him.

By the spring of 1862, the pro-Confederate Kentucky government had become nomadic in order to keep one step ahead of invading Union forces. Hawes was inaugurated by General Braxton Bragg, with whom he had been traveling, at Frankfort on October 4, 1862. Hawes and the Confederates were almost immediately forced to flee as Union major general Don Carlos Buell’s troops moved into the area.

Governor in name only, Hawes was never able to undertake any governmental duties. He was forced to take refuge first in Tennessee and later at his sister’s home in Virginia. Hawes traveled to Richmond frequently to consult with the Confederate Congress and President Jefferson Davis but beyond that was powerless to enforce Confederate policies in his home state. Late in the war Hawes became highly critical of General Bragg, blaming him for the Confederate reversals west of the Appalachians.

After the war Hawes returned to his home in Paris, Kentucky, which had been virtually destroyed by Union troops. After rebuilding and taking an oath of allegiance to the United States, he became a county judge. Hawes died on May 25, 1877, in Paris, Kentucky.
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Johnson, George Washington (1811–1862)

Confederate governor of Kentucky (1861–1862). George Washington Johnson was born on May 27, 1811, in Georgetown, Kentucky. A graduate of Transylvania University, from which he earned three degrees (AB, 1829; LLB, 1832; and MA, 1832), he worked briefly as a lawyer but soon devoted most of his time to managing his family’s landholdings in Kentucky and Arkansas. During 1838–1840, Johnson served in Kentucky’s House of Representatives as a Democrat.

Johnson was not an avid proponent of Southern secession, but he believed that once enough states did secede from the Union, a conflict was virtually unavoidable and that Kentucky should then join the Confederacy. After the war began, Johnson tried to assist Governor Beriah Magoffin in keeping the state neutral, and it was Johnson who in August 1861 personally visited Confederate president Jefferson Davis, asking him to honor Kentucky’s neutrality proclamation. The next month when Confederate forces invaded Kentucky and neutrality was broken, Johnson began to organize an effort to form a Confederate Kentucky government.

The resulting Russellville Convention, over which Johnson presided, was held at Russellville, Kentucky, on October 29–30, 1861. The convention quickly denounced Kentucky’s Union government, severed all ties with the U.S. government, and formed a provisional government, with Johnson as governor. Taking office on November 20, he moved the seat of government to Bowling Green and applied for admittance to the Confederate States of America, which was granted on December 10.

The Confederate government of Kentucky could accomplish little, however, with Union troops in the state and much of the region under Union control. In February 1862 Johnson and most government officials were compelled to flee the state, and Kentucky’s rump regime became a government in exile.

During the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Johnson insisted on serving as a civilian aide to Brigadier General John C. Breckinridge. Johnson ended up seeing combat, and after the end of the first day of fighting, he was sworn in as a private in the 4th Kentucky Infantry Regiment’s Company E. When the battle resumed the following day, Johnson was seriously wounded by small-arms fire. He died on April 8, 1862, not far from the battlefield. Johnson was succeeded as governor by Richard Hawes.
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Magoffin, Beriah (1815–1885)

Attorney and governor of Kentucky (1859–1862). Beriah Magoffin was born in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, on April 18, 1815. He graduated from Centre College in 1835 and then in 1838 graduated from Transylvania College, where he studied law. In 1839 Magoffin established a legal practice in Harrodsburg and entered state politics as a Democrat, taking a seat in the Kentucky Senate in 1850. He was the governor of Kentucky during 1859–1862. Magoffin did not believe that slavery should be ended, nor did he deny the right of the Southern states to secede from the Union. But he also sought to keep Kentucky neutral during the early months of the war, which was naive at best and impossible at worst. Strong Unionist sentiment in the state kept secessionists from gaining the upper hand, but Magoffin was distrusted by both sides.

Magoffin refused to mobilize troops for either side in the conflict, although he did permit Confederate recruitment efforts in Kentucky. In November 1861 he disavowed the rump Confederate government of Kentucky. In 1862 as Union and Confederate forces entered his state, Magoffin sought to hold a special election to permit Kentucky’s voters to decide for themselves whether Kentucky would remain in the Union or become a Confederate state. The strongly pro-Unionist state legislature flatly rejected this. Magoffin’s position soon became untenable, and he resigned on August 18, 1862. He was replaced by staunch Unionist and former Speaker of the Kentucky Senate James F. Robinson.

Magoffin returned to Harrodsburg, resumed his law career, and engaged in land speculation in Chicago, which earned him a considerable fortune. He served in the Kentucky Senate (1867–1869) and died in Harrodsburg on February 28, 1885.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Robinson, James Fisher (1800–1882)

Lawyer and pro-Union governor of Kentucky. James Fisher Robinson was born on October 4, 1800, in Scott County, Kentucky. Educated as a youth by a private tutor, Robinson graduated from Transylvania College in 1818 and studied for the law. He then commenced a practice in Georgetown, Kentucky, and also farmed.

In 1851, Robinson entered electoral politics as a Whig when he was elected to the Kentucky Senate. He did not seek reelection, however, and returned to his law practice. In the meantime, he changed political affiliations and joined the Democratic Party. In 1861 he was again elected to the Kentucky Senate and was selected its Speaker on September 2, 1861. Robinson resigned the post, however, within a week.

As the position of Governor Beriah Magoffin—a Confederate sympathizer—became more tenuous during the summer of 1862, he hatched a face-saving deal with his Democratic colleagues in the Kentucky Senate. He would agree to resign his post if Robinson was again elected Speaker, which would make Robinson next in line for the governorship. The Senate complied. On August 18 Magoffin resigned, and Robinson was sworn in as governor.

Although Robinson was strongly pro-Union, he nevertheless sharply disagreed with the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation and strongly objected to the federal declaration of martial law in Kentucky and the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus for state citizens. In an attempt to better control events in his state, Robinson increased taxes to pay for a revived state militia force. The move elicited much protest among Kentucky voters. Unlike his predecessor, Robinson did a more than credible job supplying state troops for Union service.

Realizing that he was a caretaker governor, Robinson left office on September 1, 1863, when his term expired and did not seek reelection. Instead, he retired to his farm in Scott County and largely withdrew from politics. He subsequently served on the board of trustees of Georgetown College and was also president of Georgetown’s Farmers’ Bank. Robinson died at his home in Scott County on October 31, 1882.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Clark, Thomas D. A History of Kentucky. Ashland, KY: Jesse Stuart Foundation, 1992.

Harrison, Lowell H. Kentucky’s Governors. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2004.

NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Anderson, Robert (1805–1871)

Union officer. Robert Anderson was born near Louisville, Kentucky, on June 14, 1805. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1825 and was posted as a second lieutenant to the 3rd Artillery Regiment. Anderson saw action during the 1832 Black Hawk War and the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida, for which he was brevetted for gallantry. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1833, and his keen interest in artillery tactics helped secure him a teaching appointment to West Point, where he further refined his ideas on artillery deployment. Fluent in French, Anderson also translated papers on French artillery tactics, which in turn were used to develop the so-called Flying Artillery that would be employed with much success during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Indeed, Major Samuel Ringgold used many of Anderson’s ideas about artillery to establish the Flying Artillery.

A captain since 1841, Anderson served with distinction in the Mexican-American War, and in March 1847 he oversaw the placement and operation of the siege mortars employed during the Battle of Veracruz and the siege of that city. He saw action in several subsequent battles, including Molino del Rey (September 8, 1847), where he was wounded in the arm. Anderson was subsequently brevetted major.

Anderson remained in the army after the war and served in a variety of assignments, rising to major in 1857. In November 1860 he assumed command of the Union garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. This was in anticipation of potential conflict with the Southern states. In early April 1861, the Confederates demanded the surrender of Fort Sumter; Anderson refused. On April 12, Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard ordered the fort shelled. After almost 34 hours of continual bombardment, Anderson capitulated. His brave stand made him an instant war hero in the North.

On May 15, 1861, to honor Anderson’s bravery, President Abraham Lincoln personally secured for him promotion to brigadier general in the regular army. Lincoln assigned Anderson command of the Department of Kentucky and later the Department of the Cumberland. By 1863 Anderson’s health was precarious, however, and he was compelled to resign his commission and retire from military service. Nevertheless, on April 14, 1865, having been brevetted major general, he returned to Fort Sumter on the fourth anniversary of its surrender and raised the U.S. flag over the post. Anderson died at Nice, France, on October 26, 1871.
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Breckinridge, John Cabell (1821–1875)

Politician, Confederate officer, and Confederate secretary of war. Born on January 15, 1821, near Lexington, Kentucky, John Cabell Breckinridge attended Centre College, the College of New Jersey (Princeton University), and Transylvania College to study law before establishing his own law practice in Lexington. He served as a major in a Kentucky volunteer regiment during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) but saw no action. In 1849 Breckinridge was elected to the state legislature as a proslavery Democrat. He then served in the U.S. House of Representatives during 1851–1855. Tremendously popular, Breckinridge became James Buchanan’s vice presidential running mate in 1856 and served as vice president of the United States during 1857–1861.

When the Democratic Party split in 1860 over the issue of slavery, Breckinridge attempted to remain above the fray. However, when the Southern faction of the party met in Baltimore and nominated him as its candidate, he accepted. During the campaign, he voiced his support for the Union but maintained that the U.S. Constitution did not give Congress legislative authority concerning slavery in the territories. In the election he received 72 electoral votes, all from the South, but lost to Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln.

After Lincoln’s election, Breckinridge attempted to remain neutral. He believed that states had the right to secede, but he did not think that secession was necessary in 1861. He also believed that the federal government could not use force to coerce a state to remain in the Union.
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John Cabell Breckinridge of Kentucky was vice president of the United States during 1857–1861. He saw extensive service on the Confederate side in the war as a major general, and at the end of the conflict was secretary of war. (Library of Congress)

As a new member of the U.S. Senate in early 1861, Breckinridge refused to support Lincoln’s call for troops to put down the Southern rebellion. After Union troops drove Confederate forces from Kentucky, Breckinridge fled south and joined the Confederate Army in late 1861. The federal government immediately indicted Breckinridge for treason because he had gone over to the rebel side from a state that had not seceded. Commissioned a brigadier general in December 1861 and a major general on April 14, 1862, Breckinridge commanded a corps in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and during subsequent Union operations against Corinth, Mississippi, later that year. He then led a division at Vicksburg, occupied Port Hudson, and conducted an unsuccessful attack to recapture Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862). His command missed the Confederate invasion of Kentucky in the autumn but was mauled in ill-advised assaults at Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Sent to aid in the relief of Vicksburg, Breckinridge participated in the fighting at Jackson, Mississippi (July 9–16, 1863), before joining the Army of Tennessee for the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). As commander of the Department of Southwest Virginia, he directed Confederate forces in their victory at New Market (May 15, 1864). He then fought at Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), took part in Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington (June 28–July 21, 1864), and fought against Union forces under Major General Philip A. Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley.

In February 1865, Confederate president Jefferson Davis named Breckinridge secretary of war. At this point in the conflict, the new secretary’s chief concern was to attain an honorable Confederate surrender. Breckinridge supervised the evacuation of Richmond and fled with most of Davis’s cabinet to North Carolina, where he helped negotiate surrender terms for General Joseph Johnston’s army with Union major general William T. Sherman. With an indictment still out for his arrest on charges of treason, Breckinridge was in grave danger. After more than two months of eluding Union troops, he managed to flee to Cuba. Supported by English admirers and prosperous Southern expatriates, Breckinridge lived in Europe until 1868 and then moved to Toronto, Canada. On Christmas Day 1868, President Andrew Johnson issued a general amnesty proclamation, and Breckinridge’s exile ended. He returned to Kentucky in March 1869 and spent his last years practicing law and serving as vice president of the Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy Railroad. Breckinridge died on May 17, 1875, in Lexington, Kentucky.
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Buckner, Simon Bolivar (1823–1914)

Confederate officer. Simon Bolivar Buckner was born on April 1, 1823, in Hart County, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1844 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry. Buckner held a variety of assignments and saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning two brevets for gallantry. Having been promoted to first lieutenant in 1851 and to captain the following year, in 1855 he resigned his army commission to manage the family business in Chicago. Returning to Kentucky in 1858, he commanded the Citizen Guard of Louisville before Governor Beriah Magoffin appointed him to command the Kentucky State Guard in March 1860. After Southern states began to secede, Buckner joined those who hoped to keep Kentucky neutral. When the pro-Union legislature ordered the State Guard to turn in its weapons in July 1861, Buckner resigned his position in protest.

Confederate troops moved into Kentucky in September 1861, and Buckner then accepted a commission as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army. He led a force that briefly occupied Bowling Green and then in February 1862 withdrew to Fort Donelson, which after the departure of his superiors, Brigadier Generals John Floyd and Gideon Pillow, he was forced to surrender unconditionally along with its garrison to Union troops under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant on February 16.

Buckner was exchanged in August 1862. Promoted to major general, he was assigned to command a division in Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. Buckner subsequently distinguished himself during Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign, especially during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

Following brief command of the District of the Gulf, Buckner assumed control of the Department of East Tennessee in April 1863. In September he rejoined the Army of Tennessee and commanded a corps in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Buckner’s men played a key role in breaking the Union line. After Bragg failed to pursue the enemy, Buckner joined other officers in calling for Bragg’s replacement. Bragg responded by first demoting Buckner and then sending him away from the army. Buckner then returned to command the Department of East Tennessee.

On April 28, 1864, Buckner was transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department. He assumed command in western Louisiana, where he built up an army to defend against a Union invasion. He also served as General Edmund Kirby Smith’s chief of staff. Buckner was advanced to lieutenant general on September 20, 1864, and officially surrendered the Trans-Mississippi Department on May 26, 1865.

After the war, Buckner worked in New Orleans as a newspaper writer, commission merchant, and president of an insurance company before returning to Kentucky, where he edited a Louisville newspaper. He served as Kentucky’s governor (1887–1891) and ran unsuccessfully for vice president in 1896 as a Gold Democrat. Buckner died in Hart County, Kentucky, on January 8, 1914.
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Morgan, John Hunt (1825–1864)

Confederate officer. Born in Huntsville, Alabama, on June 1, 1825, John Hunt Morgan moved at a young age with his family to Lexington, Kentucky. He briefly attended Transylvania College in Lexington but was expelled for boisterous behavior. At the start of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Morgan enlisted in the 1st Kentucky Cavalry Regiment, was commissioned a lieutenant, and distinguished himself at the Battle of Buena Vista in 1847. Later that year he left the army and returned to Kentucky. He subsequently took over a merchandising business inherited from his grandfather and soon opened his own hemp-manufacturing company.

With tensions growing between the North and the South and on his own initiative, Morgan organized and equipped a militia company, the Lexington Rifles, in 1857. When the Civil War began in April 1861 and Kentucky did not secede from the Union, Morgan led his men to join Confederate forces at Bowling Green, Kentucky. He was commissioned a captain in the Confederate cavalry in October 1861. On April 4, 1862, he was appointed colonel of the 2nd Kentucky Cavalry Regiment.

Morgan fought at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and afterward was assigned to General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. However, Morgan often operated independently. He undertook a raid into Kentucky on July 4, 1862, attacking Union lines of communication and destroying supplies. His troops took 1,200 Federals prisoner while losing only 100 men themselves. Near Gallatin, Tennessee, on August 21, 1862, Morgan defeated a Union force sent to pursue him. During another raid in October he managed to occupy his home town of Lexington for a short time, and a December foray behind Union lines in Tennessee netted Morgan 1,700 prisoners and promotion to brigadier general.

Defeated in the Battle of Vaught’s Hill (March 20, 1863) in Tennessee, that July Morgan undertook an ambitious raid into the North. Bragg opposed the operation, but Morgan ignored his commander and set out on July 2, 1863, with 2,400 men. The raid proved to be unexpectedly difficult. Morgan’s troops suffered heavy casualties on July 4 when Union cavalry opposed their crossing of the Green River, and more men were lost the next day in Morgan’s capture of the Union garrison at Lebanon, Kentucky. Nevertheless, Morgan persisted, crossing the Ohio River into Indiana on July 8. Five days later he entered Ohio, but Union forces were now converging on him from all directions. Brigadier General Edward Hobson’s Union cavalry caught up with Morgan on July 19 at Buffington Island, and in the ensuing battle Morgan lost 800 men. He escaped with his remaining troops but was himself captured at Salineville on July 26. Only 400 of his soldiers eluded pursuit and returned to the Confederate lines.

On November 26, 1863, Morgan managed to escape from the Ohio State Penitentiary, where he and most of his officers had been imprisoned. Making his way back to Confederate territory, beginning in April 1864 he assumed a succession of departmental commands in southwestern Virginia and eastern Tennessee. Plagued by charges that his troops lacked discipline and engaged in looting, Morgan sought to redeem himself with a raid on Knoxville, Tennessee. Before he reached his objective, however, Union forces attacked his camp at Greeneville, Tennessee, during the night of September 3–4, 1864. Morgan was killed on September 4 in the ensuing battle.
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NOTABLE BATTLES

Mill Springs, Battle of (January 19, 1862)

Early engagement in the struggle to control Kentucky also known as the Battle of Logan’s Cross Roads. In late November 1861, Confederate brigadier general Felix K. Zollicoffer advanced 70 miles from Cumberland Gap into Kentucky to Mill Springs. His superior, Major General George B. Crittenden, realizing that Zollicoffer was in a dangerous position, crossed the Cumberland River to join him. Union brigadier general George H. Thomas was then ordered to move against the Confederates from Lebanon, Kentucky, and drive them back across the Cumberland. Thomas arrived at Logan’s Cross Roads on January 17, where he waited the arrival of troops under Brigadier General Albin F. Schoepf from Somerset.

Unable to withdraw across the rain-swollen Cumberland, Crittenden decided to attack Thomas, some 10 miles distant, before Schoepf could come up. Crittenden had perhaps 5,900 men, while Thomas had some 4,400. It was the second-largest engagement fought in Kentucky during the war.

The Confederates marched six hours during the night in rain and mud to arrive at the Union position and attack at about 6:30 a.m. on January 19, 1862. Many of their old flintlock muskets were useless in the bad weather, but the men gave a good account of themselves nonetheless. Zollicoffer, conspicuous in a white rubber raincoat, mistakenly approached a Union regiment (the 4th Kentucky Infantry) that he believed to be Confederates firing on their own men and was reportedly shot and killed by its commander, Colonel Speed S. Fry. Crittenden was able to restore the line, but the battle was decided in favor of the Union when the 9th Ohio Regiment turned the Confederate left flank.
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The Union victory in the Battle of Mill Springs, Kentucky (also known as Logan’s Crossroads) on January 19, 1862, ended the early Confederate offensive in eastern Kentucky. (Library of Congress)

The retreat that followed became a rout, and Crittenden was forced to abandon 12 guns, 150 wagons, a considerable amount of equipment, and his dead and wounded at his Beech Grove encampment. The battle claimed 533 Confederate casualties, including 120 dead; Union losses were 246 (39 killed). Although the remaining Confederates managed to get across the Cumberland that night by steamboat, they did not halt until they reached Chestnut Mound near Murfreesboro, leaving Union troops in control of Kentucky.
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Richmond, Battle of (August 29–30, 1862)

Engagement during the Confederate Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). In the autumn of 1862, General Braxton Bragg led some 30,000 men of his Army of Mississippi from Chattanooga into Kentucky, while Major General Edmund Kirby Smith, commander of the Confederate Department of East Tennessee, and 19,000 men entered the state at Cumberland Gap in the east. Brigadier General Patrick Cleburne’s division led Smith’s army, with Colonel John S. Scott’s cavalry patrolling his front. On the morning of August 29 while marching north from Big Hill on the road to Richmond, Scott encountered the 55th Indiana Regiment, and a skirmish ensued.

The Indianans, supported by Colonel Leonidas Metcalfe’s cavalry, pushed Scott’s soldiers back into Cleburne’s deployed lines and captured a mountain howitzer. As the day wore on, Union brigadier general Mahlon D. Manson advanced southward to Rogersville with reinforcements, and by evening he commanded 6,500 troops. Skirmishing and artillery fire occupied both armies for the remainder of the afternoon. That night Manson informed his commander, Major General William Nelson, of his situation. Smith ordered Cleburne to attack in the morning and promised to reinforce him with Brigadier General Thomas J. Churchill’s division.

Early on the morning of August 30, Manson moved his troops to Mount Zion Church, about five miles south of Richmond, and deployed for battle. Cleburne, advancing with 6,850 men, was wounded, and Colonel Preston Smith assumed command. Soon the Federals were routed. Manson formed a second line near Rogersville, about two miles north of his first position. Kirby Smith sent Churchill’s men to attack the Union right, while Preston Smith engaged the left. Manson, unwisely countercharging into massed Confederate fire, was again routed, and Kirby Smith began a general advance.

General Nelson now assumed personal direction of the battle, forming his men in a third line just south of Richmond. Preston Smith and Churchill again charged. Nelson, wounded in the thigh, was evacuated. The Union line then collapsed in chaos. Scott’s cavalry, deployed on the Union line of retreat, captured thousands, including Manson and his staff. Union casualties were 206 dead, 844 wounded, and 4,303 captured or missing. The Confederates lost just 78 killed, 372 wounded, and 1 missing. The way was now open for a Confederate advance on Lexington and Frankfort.
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Munfordville, Siege of (September 13–17, 1862)

Engagement during General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). Munfordville, Kentucky, a station on the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, was situated where the railroad bridge crossed the Green River. Colonel John T. Wilder had command of Union forces at Munfordville. He commanded some 4,000 men, but many of them were new recruits, and a sizable number of them were unarmed. A line of rifle pits, a stockade, and a star-shaped earthwork, called Fort Craig, had been previously constructed to defend the railroad and bridge.

On September 13, 1862, Confederate colonel John S. Scott demanded that Wilder surrender, which he rejected. The following day Confederate brigadier general James R. Chalmers’s Mississippi Brigade arrived, and the Confederates promptly attacked the Union defenses. They were repulsed, but Chalmers sent Wilder a second demand for surrender. This too was rejected.

Bragg and the main body of the Army of Mississippi arrived at Munfordville on September 16. Bragg proceeded to surround the Union defensive works, placing 60 cannon in position to shell the Federals. Wilder was trapped. He had sent several messengers to his superior, Major General Don Carlos Buell, requesting reinforcements, but the main body of the Union army was too far distant to provide assistance.

In the meantime, Colonel Cyrus L. Dunham had arrived from Louisville to assume command at Munfordville. When Bragg sent another demand for surrender through the Union lines, Dunham held a council of war with his officers to determine their course of action. All seemed in agreement that there was no other option than to surrender. When Dunham telegraphed the result of this council to headquarters in Louisville, he was ordered to turn over command to Wilder. At 7:00 p.m., Wilder sent a message to Bragg stating that he would surrender his forces only under the condition that the Confederates could prove their overwhelming superiority in men and artillery. Wilder was permitted to pass through the lines, and Confederate major general Simon B. Buckner took him on an inspection tour of the Confederate positions. Provided with the proof he requested, Wilder agreed to surrender his command that evening, with the formal ceremony taking place on September 17.

Total Confederate losses in and around Munfordville amounted to about 700 men. Union losses were 4,148, with the vast majority of these prisoners. The capture of Munfordville interrupted the Union supply line in the region and temporarily strengthened Bragg’s hold on that portion of Kentucky.
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Perryville, Battle of (October 8, 1862)

Major engagement of the Confederate Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). The Battle of Perryville, also known as the Battle of Chaplin Hills, involved some 16,000 Confederates and 22,000 Union troops and was the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky. The Confederates hoped to convince Kentuckians to join their state to the Confederacy. Timed to coincide with General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of the North that would culminate in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Brigadier General Braxton Bragg departed Chattanooga with his Army of Mississippi of 30,000 men on August 28. Meanwhile, Major General E. Kirby Smith pushed into Kentucky from eastern Tennessee and defeated a Union force at Richmond on August 30. After the successful Siege of Munfordville (September 13–17), Bragg secured most of the state and then organized at Frankfort a new Confederate government. The Confederates then had some 50,000 troops in Kentucky.

Union major general Don Carlos Buell detached some 20,000 men of his Army of the Ohio to deal with Smith and prevent the two Confederate forces from uniting, then advanced to secure Louisville. Buell moved about distractedly, however, entering Louisville only on September 25. Bragg’s preoccupation with establishing a new Kentucky government allowed Buell time to reorganize his forces. Substantially reinforced and threatened with removal of command if he failed to act, on October 1 in the midst of one of the worst droughts in years, Buell departed Louisville with some 55,000 men, many of them untrained levies, to seek battle with Bragg.

Buell’s army now converged via three separate roads on the small crossroads town of Perryville. Fighting began on October 7 with skirmishes between the two sides in the Chaplin Hills west of Perryville. Both armies were desperately seeking to locate a source of water. Buell was slow to bring up his men, and he set the attack for October 9. Injured in a fall from his horse late on October 7, he remained miles to the rear and played no real role in the ensuing fight. As a consequence, there was little coordination among the three Union corps.

Fighting became general at dawn on October 8 as both sides tried to secure control of Doctor’s Creek. Buell ordered Brigadier General Philip H. Sheridan’s division to take Peters Hill, which it did, driving off Confederates there and continuing on to take Doctor’s Creek. Major General Alexander M. McCook’s I Corps was on the Union left, Major General Charles Gilbert’s III Corps held the center, and Major General Thomas L. Crittenden’s II Corps was far to the south on the Union right.

Bragg’s army was in two wings. The left was commanded by Major General William J. Hardee and the right by Major General Leonidas Polk. Bragg ordered an attack en echelon by Polk’s men against the Union left at Peters Hill, held by McCook. Buell, miles to the rear, did not realize that a major battle was in progress because of the effects of an acoustic shadow and was slow to reinforce. The first attack, led by Brigadier General Daniel S. Donelson, failed. A second attack, led by Brigadier General George E. Maney, was successful. The Union troops were driven back to another ridge, where they were halted by a Union brigade protected by a stone wall and led by Colonel John Starkweather.

Bragg then ordered an attack on Gilbert’s men in the Union center on Springfield Pike. This assault at 2:45 p.m. was repulsed. A final Confederate attack came against McCook’s center near Dixville Crossroads. It was halted by the arrival of reinforcements sent by Buell, who had finally learned of the battle at about 4:00 p.m. With the arrival of the additional Union troops and with Crittenden’s corps threatening an attack, Bragg rejected appeals from his subordinates to continue the fight and withdrew his army that night. Buell failed to pursue, and Bragg continued the retreat through Cumberland Gap into eastern Tennessee, taking up a position near Murfreesboro. Union casualties in the Perryville fight totaled 4,276 (894 killed, 2,911 wounded, and 471 captured or missing); Confederate losses were 3,401 (532 killed, 2,641 wounded, and 228 captured or missing).

Although tactically a draw, the Battle of Perryville was a strategic Union victory. It was now clear that Kentuckians would not rise en masse in support of the Confederacy. For this reason, the battle is sometimes known as the Battle for Kentucky.
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Louisiana

INTRODUCTION

Louisiana, located in the Deep South on the Gulf of Mexico, had a population in 1860 of 708,000, of whom about 350,000 were white. The state, through which the Mississippi River runs from its mouth near New Orleans, encompasses 47,752 square miles and is bordered by Texas to the west, Arkansas to the north, Mississippi to the east, and the Gulf of Mexico to the south. Louisiana has a somewhat varied climate, with the northern and inland portions having a generally warm but four-season climate. The southern part of the state and those areas near the Gulf of Mexico and other large bodies of water have a subtropical climate characterized by exceedingly hot and humid long summers and brief, mild winters.

Louisiana is dotted with bayous, swamps, rivers, and freshwater lakes, making it a largely inhospitable place in which to wage land battles. This rendered traditional military maneuvers difficult if not impossible to implement. In the northern and inland areas of the state, cotton was the staple crop; in the southern areas, rice and sugarcane predominated. Louisiana’s economy was mainly agricultural, based on the traditional slave-driven plantation system. At the beginning of the Civil War, Louisiana had few large industries. Its largest city was New Orleans, critically important to both sides in the war because control of the city meant control of the mouth of the Mississippi River. In peacetime, some 1,900 ships entered the Gulf of Mexico from the city. New Orleans was easily the Confederacy’s most vital seaport and its largest and wealthiest city. Securing the city was a major goal of the Union’s Anaconda Plan. Beyond denying the South this outlet for the shipment of cotton, securing the entire Mississippi River would open the so-called Father of Waters to oceanic shipping for goods from the Midwest, helping to bind that region to the Union cause. This would also isolate the Trans-Mississippi West from the remainder of the Confederacy.

The Mississippi River, the port of New Orleans, and a large supply of cotton, livestock, food, military goods, and manufacturing potential all made Louisiana essential to the Confederacy. New Orleans boasted some manufacturing facilities, and its shipyards could produce wooden gunboats and ironclads, while exports of Louisiana cotton would help finance the Southern war effort.

Until the election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States in November 1860, many Louisiana residents were opposed to secession. In January 1861, however, the state’s voters sent delegates to the Louisiana Secession Convention in Baton Rouge, where the Ordinance of Louisiana Secession, the sixth among Southern states, was passed on January 26, 1861.

The state saw no combat until April 1862, when Flag Officer David G. Farragut’s Union warships shelled Forts Jackson and St. Philip, south of New Orleans, before moving on to take New Orleans. The city surrendered on April 25, 1862. On May 1, 1862, some 13,000 Union troops under Major General Benjamin Franklin Butler arrived to begin a long and controversial military occupation of New Orleans. Although highly unpopular with the residents, the Union occupation of New Orleans at least spared the city the wholesale destruction suffered by other Southern cities. Following the surrender of New Orleans, Farragut moved on to Baton Rouge, which was also quickly occupied.

The Federals governed Louisiana from New Orleans, while the Confederates were forced to move their capital first to Opelousas and then to Shreveport. Confederate forces managed to retain control of much of western Louisiana but lost most of the southern portion to Union forces. Nevertheless, Confederate major general Richard Taylor did an admirable job of hemming in Union troops at New Orleans. Taylor also performed effectively during the abortive Union Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) directed against Shreveport.

Louisiana raised a total of 56,000 troops for the Confederacy who served in about 1,000 companies. Another 10,000 boys and elderly men served in the state’s home guard units. About 6,500–7,000 Louisiana soldiers died of all causes during the war. At the same time, more than 5,000 white and 24,000 black Louisiana residents joined the Union effort. As Union troops advanced into the state, many former slaves found employment as cooks, nurses, scouts, and guards as well as combat troops. The first regiments of African American soldiers—the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Louisiana Native Guards—were known as the Corps d’Afrique (Africa Corps).

By the end of the war, some 500–600 raids, skirmishes, and battles had taken place on Louisiana soil, the majority of them minor. Many of the state’s beautiful and stately manors and plantation homes had been damaged or destroyed, and its economy was in tatters. Perhaps 50 percent of the state’s wealth was lost in the war.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Capital of the state of Louisiana since 1849. With an 1860 population of just 5,428 people, Baton Rouge was important only in the sense that it served as the seat of state government. The city is located in southeastern Louisiana along the Mississippi River some 85 miles northwest of New Orleans. At the time of the Civil War, Baton Rouge had little industry of note; farmers and planters used the city as an entrepôt to gather and warehouse cotton, sugar, and other important crops and ship the products north or south along the Mississippi.

The area around Baton Rouge was first explored by the French in 1699. The explorers named the area Baton Rouge (Red Stick) because of the presence of hostile Cherokees who were known as Red Sticks by the Europeans. The area that became Baton Rouge was first settled by French Canadians (Acadians), who had been forced out of Canada by the British in the mid-1700s. These individuals eventually became known as Cajuns, in Louisiana parlance.

Louisiana fell under the control of numerous colonial powers prior to the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, including Spain, Great Britain, and France. The town of Baton Rouge was first incorporated in 1817 and was designated the state capital in 1849. In the early republic period, Baton Rouge was a key U.S. military post and included the Pentagon Barracks, which helped protect white Americans from Indian attack and defended U.S. land claims in the West, which became a point of dispute between Mexico and the United States. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Baton Rouge served as a major staging area for U.S. military operations in Mexico.

In the decade preceding the Civil War, Baton Rouge grew very slowly. Because its economy was highly dependent upon slave-driven agriculture and because Louisiana’s legislature was dominated by the rural planter class, prosecession sympathies ran high in the region. In mid-January 1861 Louisiana voters sent delegates to the secession convention in Baton Rouge, where the Ordinance of Louisiana Secession, the sixth such Southern ordinance, was passed on January 26.

Baton Rouge fell to Union forces, with practically no resistance, soon after the April 1862 fall of New Orleans. The city would thereafter remain in Union control, and the Confederates were forced to relocate their state capital first to Opelousas and then to Shreveport. Meanwhile, Union authorities decided to govern Union-controlled Louisiana from New Orleans, meaning that for much of the war Baton Rouge did not function as a capital for either side.

In August 1862, Confederate forces under Major General John C. Breckinridge proceeded from Vicksburg, Mississippi, with some 2,500 men to attack Baton Rouge. Union brigadier general Thomas Williams, commanding at Baton Rouge, had about 3,300 men, but many of them were sick. The battle on August 5 ended in a Confederate withdrawal, thanks largely to gunfire support from Union ships in the Mississippi. The battle might have ended differently had not the Confederate ironclad ram Arkansas broken down on its way down the river to the battle. This battle marked the one and only Confederate effort to regain control of Baton Rouge. Sixteen days after the battle, however, Union occupation forces quit the city and massed in New Orleans.
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New Orleans, Louisiana

Major port city located along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico near the mouth of the Mississippi River. New Orleans, the largest and wealthiest city and the busiest port and economic hub of the Confederacy, was an irreplaceable strategic asset at the outset of the Civil War. Its warehouses held more than 2 million bales of cotton by the end of 1861, trapped in place by the growing Union blockade of Southern ports.

New Orleans was largely undefended from the beginning of the conflict, as the Confederacy did not have sufficient troops to leave a significant garrison there. The city was protected from attack by means of the Mississippi River from its mouth by Forts Jackson and St. Philip.

Confederate commanders assumed that any substantial Union threat to the city would be forestalled by the forts until troops could reach New Orleans and defend it from attack. However, when Flag Officer David G. Farragut prepared to move against the city with a flotilla from the Gulf of Mexico in April 1862, Confederate leaders were slow to react to the obvious threat. Securing control of the entire Mississippi River was a major Union war aim.

Following a weeklong largely unsuccessful bombardment of the forts by Union mortar boats, Farragut sent his ships upriver. They first penetrated a log boom obstacle on the river and then passed by the forts, exchanging heavy fire as they went, and reached New Orleans on April 25. The city was bereft of troops and the water was up, so Union guns from the ships in the river could easily bear on targets ashore. At the same time, Major General Benjamin Butler led 13,000 Union troops by land. Cut off, the forts surrendered to the U.S. Navy on April 25.

For a day the citizens of New Orleans remained defiant, brandishing pistols and melee weapons under the threat of naval gunfire. On April 29 when the mayor of New Orleans refused to surrender the city, Farragut simply put 200 marines and some officers ashore to place U.S. flags atop key buildings. Butler’s troops reached the city on May 1, 1862, beginning a Union occupation that lasted until the end of the war. Butler then became the commanding general of the Union Department of the Gulf.

Not surprisingly, the occupying Union troops proved unpopular. In particular, Butler was singled out for derision and scorn, commonly referred to by the locals as “Beast Butler.” Butler became notorious for his order that all women who did not show proper respect to Union troops would be treated as prostitutes plying their trade. Residents of the city chafed under Butler’s administration, but martial law had the unintended consequence of cleaning up New Orleans. Sanitation was greatly improved under Union occupation, lessening the effects of the yearly outbreak of malaria and yellow fever, and crime rates dropped sharply.

President Abraham Lincoln removed Butler from his command in December 1862. Thereafter, unrest in New Orleans subsided but did not entirely disappear. Still, at no time was there a significant threat of recapture by Confederate forces. Indeed, New Orleans actually served the Union effort as an administrative center and a staging area for a number of campaigns.
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Opelousas, Louisiana

Seat of St. Landry’s Parish and temporary Confederate capital of Louisiana during 1862–1863. Opelousas is situated in south-central Louisiana west of the Mississippi River. The name “Opelousas” is likely derived from an Indian word, perhaps of the Attakapa tribe, meaning “blacklegs” because warriors painted their legs black. Others have attributed the name to a mispronunciation of the Appalousa Indian tribe; the term is also used to describe the common North American freshwater catfish. In 1860 the town probably had fewer than 3,500 permanent residents, although St. Landry’s Parish boasted a population of 23,104.

The first European settlers to the area that became Opelousas were French trappers and hunters, beginning in 1690. Thirty years later, the French founded a major trading center at Opelousas. After the Spanish took control of the area, in 1782 the government extended land grants in the area, drawing Frenchmen, Acadians (French Canadians), and Creoles (people of mixed French and Spanish ancestry). The hamlet of Opelousas began to grow more quickly after the 1803 Louisiana Purchase and in 1805 became the seat of the newly created St. Landry’s Parish. The following year a courthouse was erected in the town, and other new public buildings also began to appear.

In the years leading up to the Civil War, Opelousas was almost entirely dependent upon the slavery-based plantation system in the outlying areas. Opelousas was chiefly an administrative center for the parish and a gathering place for wealthy planters. By 1860, Opelousas had a few small shops and other commercial establishments and was a regional center of trade, especially in cotton and sugarcane. The town suffered enormously when the price of cotton dropped simply because it lacked a diversified economy.

When Baton Rouge, the traditional Louisiana capital, fell to Union forces in May 1862, the Confederates relocated the capital to Opelousas; it remained the capital for approximately nine months, until February 1863. Thereafter, the Confederate state capital was based in Shreveport. In March 1864 during Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks’s ill-fated Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22), Union troops temporarily occupied Opelousas as they moved north and west toward their key target of Shreveport.
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Shreveport, Louisiana

City located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana, in the northwestern part of the state not far from the Texas-Louisiana border. In 1860 Caddo Parish had a population of about 12,000 people, while the city itself had a permanent population of some 2,200. Shreveport is situated on the west bank of the Red River, opposite the city of Bossier City, in Bossier Parish. Shreveport was an important commercial and manufacturing center for northern Louisiana and was perhaps second only to New Orleans in strategic significance during the Civil War. Shreveport also sat at the head of the navigable portion of the Red River and was thus of considerable strategic value to both the Union and the Confederacy. Shreveport also served as the Confederate capital of Louisiana from the winter of 1863 until war’s end in 1865 and was the headquarters of the Confederate Department and Army of the Trans-Mississippi, beginning in May 1862.

Shreveport was established in 1836 by the Shreve Town Company, an enterprise that sought to create a trade-oriented town where the Red River and the Texas Trail intersected. The town was named after U.S. Army captain Henry Miller Shreve, head of the Corps of Engineers, who had labored to make the Red River navigable to shipping as far south as Shreveport. In 1838, Shreveport became the seat of the newly created Caddo Parish; the following year it was formally incorporated as a town. Before long, the town had established itself as a center of steamboat traffic along the Red River and as a regional center for the warehousing and shipping of cotton and other agricultural commodities grown in central and northern Louisiana as well as eastern Texas and southern Arkansas.

By the early 1860s, there were several significant manufacturing operations in Shreveport that produced war-related supplies, and there was even a small navy yard on the river. Shreveport served as a key Confederate supply and logistics center in the western theater and was a transit point for manufactured products from eastern Texas and goods moving north out of Mexico. Also, the Red River Valley was the greatest cotton-production area in the Confederacy, with some 2 million bales stored along the river and its tributaries.

Because the local economy was largely dependent upon agricultural enterprises, especially in the slave-driven cultivation of cotton, pro-Confederate sympathies ran high in Shreveport. Residents realized that they stood to benefit handsomely during the war, and they hoped to preserve the status quo ante bellum. Shreveport remained a Confederate stronghold throughout the conflict, even after Union troops had conquered other parts of the state farther south and east, including the strategic city of New Orleans.

Shreveport was only directly threatened by Union forces once, during the Union’s ill-fated Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) when the city was the strategic objective of the invading Union forces. The major land force of the Union operation, that under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, was halted in the April 9, 1864, Battle of Pleasant Hill, nearly 60 miles south of Shreveport. After the collapse of the Confederate government in Richmond in April 1865, Shreveport was declared the new Confederate capital. While on their way to the city, President Jefferson Davis and his entourage were captured in Georgia on May 10, 1865.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Jackson

Part of the southern defenses of New Orleans, Fort Jackson was located on the west bank of the Mississippi River in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana, about 25 miles upriver from Head of Passes, where the river divides before flowing into the Gulf of Mexico, and some 75 miles south of New Orleans. The fort was built between 1822 and 1832 about 100 yards from a river levee and named after President Andrew Jackson, who had suggested its construction; not far from it was a sister redoubt, Fort St. Philip, located upriver on the opposite bank. Fort Jackson, of star shape, was constructed of brick and mortar. Its upper outer walls were as much as 20 feet wide, rising some 25 feet above a deep moat of water diverted from the Mississippi. The fort was built on a thick foundation of cypress logs to give it stability in the wet, swampy soil of the area. In the middle of the structure was a bomb-proof barracks for officers and enlisted men. Because of its proximity to the river and the marshy land upon which it stood, Fort Jackson was prone to periodic flooding when the Mississippi rose above the level of the nearby levee.

At the time of the Civil War, Fort Jackson mounted 74 heavy guns. On April 24, 1862, during the Union’s New Orleans Campaign (April 18–May 1), Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip both came under direct attack from U.S. Navy warships commanded by Flag Officer David G. Farragut. Fire from mortar schooners downriver against Fort Jackson opened on April 18. The Union attempt to run past the forts began in the early morning hours of April 24, during which time Fort Jackson exchanged heavy fire with the Union warships proceeding upriver. Neither fort was able to thwart the Union passage. By sunrise most U.S. vessels had passed both redoubts, although a fair number of the ships had sustained damage. The success of Farragut’s run past the forts essentially left an unimpeded passage to New Orleans. Union forces took possession of the city on April 29.

Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip both surrendered on April 28, and Union forces took possession. Fort Jackson became a prison camp for captured Confederates. The site was sporadically used as a military facility until after World War I, during which U.S. troops were trained there. It is now a National Historic Landmark but was badly damaged during back-to-back hurricanes in 2005 (Katrina and Rita). For almost a month and a half much of the fort was submerged, ruining many of its historical exhibits and causing structural damage. Fort Jackson is now slated for restoration.
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Fort St. Philip

Coastal fortification located on the east bank of the Mississippi River in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana. Fort St. Philip was some 25 miles north of the Head of Passes, where the great river divides for its passage to the Gulf of Mexico, and some 75 miles downriver from New Orleans. Fort St. Philip and Fort Jackson, located on the west bank of the Mississippi about a half mile downstream from Fort St. Philip, defended the southern river approach to New Orleans.

The site of Fort St. Philip had been home to a fort since 1795, when the Spanish erected Fort San Felipe. After the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the United States took possession. The U.S. government began construction on a much larger fort shortly thereafter. It was completed circa 1810. More than 2 million bricks were employed in the construction effort. Fort St. Philip saw extensive use before and during the January 8, 1815, Battle of New Orleans, which was the last major engagement of the War of 1812. Following the land battle, the fort endured a heavy, prolonged British naval bombardment without surrendering.

During succeeding decades, the fort was improved and expanded, to include large two-story barracks and officers quarters enclosed within massive brick, stone, and masonry walls 20 feet thick. The walls and parapets facing toward the river were also covered in sod in order to render the structure less vulnerable to heavy naval guns. The fort was surrounded by a moat of water diverted from the Mississippi River and was ostensibly protected by a nearby levee; however, the site was still prone to flooding, and its low elevation made it more susceptible to floods than the newer Fort Jackson.

By 1861, Fort St. Philip mounted 52 guns. In January when Louisiana seceded from the Union, Louisiana state troops took control of the redoubt, along with Fort Jackson. On April 24, 1862, during the Union’s New Orleans Campaign (April 18–May 1), Fort St. Philip, along with Fort Jackson, came under direct attack from U.S. Navy warships commanded by Flag Officer David G. Farragut. The Union attempt to run past the forts began in the early morning hours of April 24, during which time Fort St. Philip engaged the warships in a heavy exchange of fire. The Confederate gunfire did not block the Union passage upriver, and by sunrise most U.S. naval vessels had cleared both redoubts, although a number had sustained damage. The successful Union passage of the forts and defeat of Confederate warships in the river essentially left the way to New Orleans unimpeded. Union forces took possession of the city on April 29. Fort St. Philip and Fort Jackson were both surrendered the day before, April 28. Both forts remained in Union hands until war’s end.

After the Civil War, Fort St. Philip was used as an active military post and was retrofitted during the 1890s with newer and larger guns. The site was used extensively during the Spanish-American War. The fort was decommissioned in 1922, and the site was purchased by private interests. During the 1930s, it was used as a tannery. Today the site remains in private hands, but the structure of the fort has badly deteriorated. It sustained heavy damage during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Allen, Henry Watkins (1820–1866)

Lawyer, Confederate officer, and governor of Louisiana. Henry Watkins Allen was born on April 29, 1820, in Prince Edward County, Virginia. In 1833 he moved with his family to Missouri. Allen attended Marion College (Missouri) for a brief period before becoming a teacher in Gulfport, Mississippi. In 1836 he enlisted in the Texas Army during the Texas Revolution, serving for some six months. In 1852 Allen moved to Baton Rouge; the following year he attended Harvard, where he studied law. Upon his return, he took up the practice of law and set his sights on state political office.

Before Allen could enter politics, however, the Civil War began, and he enlisted in Confederate service as a private. In August 1861 he was elected lieutenant colonel of the 4th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. In March 1862 he became colonel of the regiment. Badly wounded at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Allen refused to leave the field while his men were still engaged. In the Battle of Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862), he was seriously wounded in the leg but refused amputation. The wound effectively ended his field career, although he was advanced to brigadier general on August 19, 1863, and sent to the Trans-Mississippi Department. Within a few months, Louisianans had elected Allen governor.

Allen took office on January 25, 1864, facing daunting challenges. Louisiana’s economy was teetering on insolvency, and morale was at low ebb. The new governor immediately sought to stabilize the economy and promote industry that might help the Confederate cause. First, he gathered cotton and sugar grown in the state and sent it to Mexico, securing in return badly needed munitions, machinery, and various dry goods. He also set up a rationing system whereby Louisianans could buy needed supplies at state-run stores and pay for them in Louisiana or Confederate currency. This helped stabilize the economy to some extent and relieve the stress under which the population had long suffered. Allen also instituted numerous welfare programs to help the state’s many indigents. His efforts were lauded both in Richmond and in his home state.

On June 2, 1865, Allen left the governorship after the Confederate collapse and went into exile in Mexico City. There he started an English-language newspaper. Still suffering the lingering effects of his war wounds, Allen died in Mexico City on April 22, 1866.
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Benjamin, Judah Philip (1811–1884)

Confederate attorney general, secretary of war, and secretary of state. Judah Philip Benjamin was born in St. Croix to Portuguese Sephardic Jewish parents on August 6, 1811. The island of St. Croix belonged to Denmark but was at that time occupied by Great Britain, and Benjamin was thus born a British subject. As a child, he went to the United States with his family and lived in Charleston, South Carolina, and Fayetteville, North Carolina. Benjamin attended the Yale University Law School, entering at age 14.

Leaving Yale without a degree, Benjamin moved to New Orleans, where he continued to study law and then opened a practice. He met with success, and by the 1840s he was a Whig member of the state legislature and the owner of a large plantation with 150 slaves. In 1850 he sold the plantation and the slaves, continuing his political career, and in 1852 he was elected to the U.S. Senate. In the Senate, Benjamin was known for his strong debating skills and his sometimes prickly personality, on one occasion challenging Senator Jefferson Davis to a duel. Their differences were smoothed over without violence, and the two became friends. Benjamin was also a strong advocate of slavery. As with most radical proslavery Southern politicians, by 1860 he had changed his political affiliation to the Democratic Party.

When Louisiana seceded from the Union in January 1861, Benjamin resigned his Senate seat. The following month Davis, newly selected as the Confederate president, nominated Benjamin as the Confederacy’s first attorney general. Throughout his time as a member of the Confederate cabinet, Benjamin consistently supported Davis’s opinions. In the discussions within the cabinet over whether or not to fire on Fort Sumter, Benjamin seconded Davis’s decision to initiate hostilities.

By September 1861, it had become apparent that the Confederacy’s first secretary of war, Leroy Pope Walker, was well over his head and did not possess Davis’s confidence. Walker offered his resignation, and Davis replaced him with Benjamin. As the new secretary of war, Benjamin consistently followed Davis’s strategic ideas, and it is doubtful whether Benjamin made, on his own, any significant decision about Confederate troop movements or operations. However, since he was the transmitter of Davis’s wishes, Benjamin tended to draw the ire of commanders in the field. When Davis had Benjamin intervene within the command of Brigadier General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, the general offered his resignation and was only with difficulty persuaded to remain in Confederate uniform. Benjamin’s clashes with Generals Joseph E. Johnston and Pierre G. T. Beauregard were in some ways even more bitter and certainly more prolonged. Both generals were foolish enough to engage in epistolary arguments with Benjamin over policy decisions he had transmitted on behalf of Davis. Representing the president as would a skillful lawyer representing a client, Benjamin presented the president’s opinions in terms so glib and smooth as to leave the generals sputtering with fury.

Benjamin’s downfall as secretary of war came as a result of severe Confederate reverses during the first winter of the war. Public blame fell on him for the fall of Forts Henry and Donelson and the much less significant but at the time more notorious fall of the Confederate outpost at Roanoke Island, all in February 1862. In March of that year Benjamin took the blame for the poor progress of the war and resigned as secretary of war, but Davis, as eager to retain Benjamin’s counsel as he was to show defiance to his critics, immediately appointed him secretary of state.

Benjamin’s efforts as Confederate secretary of state to obtain foreign recognition and support for the Southern cause proved unsuccessful. He continued to support Davis to the bitter end. At the Confederacy’s last cabinet meeting, held in North Carolina in April 1865 after the government had fled Richmond, Benjamin was the only one of the cabinet members and generals present to support Davis’s contention that the conflict could and should go on.

After the war, Benjamin moved to Great Britain and made a successful career for himself in British politics and law. He died in Paris, France, on May 8, 1884.
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Hahn, Michael (1830–1886)

Unionist governor of Louisiana. Michael Hahn was born on November 24, 1830, in Bavaria but was brought to the United States by his mother as an infant and grew up in New Orleans. After attending the University of Louisiana, from which he earned a law degree in 1851, he commenced a legal practice in New Orleans. Hahn was an antisecessionist Democrat who also opposed slavery. After Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in November 1860, Hahn embarked on a statewide speaking tour urging Louisianans not to support secession.

When Union forces occupied New Orleans in April 1862, Hahn promptly pledged loyalty to the Union. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Unionist in December 1862, he served until March 1863. In Congress, he strongly backed Lincoln’s war policies and supported the Emancipation Proclamation.

In February 1864 with the blessing of Major General Nathaniel Banks, Hahn was elected on the Free State ticket as governor of Louisiana. He served until March 1865. Much to his dismay, Hahn was unable to accomplish much of substance, as his authority was constantly challenged or usurped by Union military officials. Although Lincoln appointed him military governor of Louisiana in the spring of 1864, Hahn still had little control over his state’s affairs. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1865, he was denied his seat by Radical Republicans.

By now Hahn had also become involved in the newspaper business, and from 1867 to 1871 he published and edited the New Orleans Republican. From 1872 until 1876, he held a seat in the Louisiana House of Representatives. He later served as superintendent of the U.S. Mint at New Orleans and was a district court judge (1879–1885). In 1884 as a Republican he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served during 1885–1886. Hahn died in office in Washington, D.C., on March 15, 1886.
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Moore, Thomas Overton (1804–1876)

American planter, politician, and lawyer who served as governor of Louisiana. Born in Sampson County, North Carolina, on April 10, 1804, to a family of well-to-do planters, Thomas Overton Moore was the grandson of General Thomas Overton, a strong supporter of President Andrew Jackson. In 1829 Moore moved to Rapides Parish, Louisiana, to manage his uncle’s cotton plantation, and the next year he purchased his own cotton plantation nearby. An astute businessman, Moore eventually became one of the most successful cotton planters in Louisiana.

After joining the Democratic Party, Moore was elected to the Louisiana House of Representatives in 1848 and the Louisiana Senate in 1856. As chairman of the Louisiana Senate Education Committee, Moore was instrumental in selecting William Tecumseh Sherman as the first superintendent of the Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy (renamed the Louisiana State University in 1870) in 1859. Sherman, an Ohio native, resigned in April 1861 at the outbreak of the Civil War.

By 1859, the Democratic Party in Louisiana was split into two factions organized around the state’s two U.S. senators, Pierre Soulé and John Slidell. Soulé’s faction, which supported Stephen A. Douglas in the 1860 presidential election, nominated Thomas Jefferson Wells in the 1859 gubernatorial election in Louisiana. Slidell’s faction, which supported John C. Breckinridge in the 1860 presidential election, nominated Moore. Moore defeated Wells in the November 1859 election and became Louisiana’s 17th governor on January 23, 1860. A strong supporter of Breckinridge and states’ rights, Moore helped Breckinridge secure Louisiana’s electoral votes.

In early January 1861, Moore convened a special session of the Louisiana legislature to discuss slavery and South Carolina’s recent secession from the Union. While the Louisiana Secession Convention was still deliberating, on January 10, 1861, Moore ordered the Louisiana Militia to seize all federal military posts in the state. On January 26, 1861, the convention approved a secession ordinance, and with Moore’s support, Louisiana became the sixth state to join the Confederate States of America.

Moore realized the critical importance of New Orleans, the Confederacy’s largest financial center, and strove to protect that city against Union attacks. At the outset of the war, he halted bank payments in gold and silver. Notwithstanding his efforts to protect New Orleans, the city fell to Union forces on April 27, 1862. Two days earlier on April 25, Moore’s government had abandoned Baton Rouge and relocated to Opelousas.

To disrupt Union war efforts in Louisiana, Moore ordered the enlistment in the Louisiana Militia of all white males between ages 17 and 50. He also forbade trade with Union troops and ordered the burning of cotton fields. Despite Moore’s efforts, Union forces captured Opelousas, and the state capital was moved to Shreveport in early 1863. In January 1864, Moore was succeeded by Henry Watkins Allen. Moore returned to his plantation but was forced to flee his home, which was burned by Union troops, in May 1864.

After the Civil War, Moore fled to Mexico (and subsequently Cuba) to escape arrest. William T. Sherman hand-delivered Moore’s petition for a pardon to President Andrew Johnson, who pardoned Moore on January 15, 1867. Moore subsequently returned to Louisiana and retired from politics. His property was restored, and he spent the rest of his life rebuilding his plantation. Moore died on June 25, 1876, near Alexandria, Louisiana.
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Shepley, George Foster (1819–1878)

Union officer. George Foster Shepley was born in Saco, Maine, on January 1, 1819. He studied law at Harvard University but graduated from Dartmouth College in 1837. Admitted to the bar in 1839, Shepley then engaged in private practice in Maine, in Bangor (1839–1844) and in Portland (1844–1861). He was a U.S. attorney for the District of Maine (1848–1849 and 1853–1861).

During the Civil War, Shepley was commissioned colonel of the 12th Maine Infantry on November 16, 1861. Assigned to the Department of the Gulf, he commanded a brigade in the New Orleans Campaign (April 18–May 1, 1862). Shepley was military governor of New Orleans during May–July and then military governor of the Union-occupied parishes of Louisiana until March 1864. He was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on July 18, 1862. After leaving Louisiana, Shepley briefly headed a district in Virginia and was then chief of staff in XXV Corps, Army of the James, before serving as military governor of Richmond, Virginia, from April 3 to July 1, 1865, when he resigned his commission.

Shepley then returned to his legal profession in Portland and was a member of the Maine legislature (1866–1867). He continued in private practice until his appointment to a federal judgeship. Shelby held that post until his death in Portland, Maine, on July 20, 1878.
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Slidell, John (1793–1871)

Politician and Confederate commissioner to France. John Slidell was born in New York City in 1793. He graduated from Columbia College (later Columbia University) in 1810, studied law, and was admitted to the bar. Slidell also became a prosperous businessman before the War of 1812 virtually wiped out his holdings. In 1819 he moved to New Orleans, where he practiced law. Slidell made several failed attempts to capture a seat in the U.S. Senate but was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1843 to 1845.

An expansionist-minded Democrat and supporter of states’ rights, Slidell was a staunch supporter of James K. Polk, who became president in 1845. Toward the end of that year, Polk tapped Slidell as U.S. minister to Mexico. His task was to convince Mexico to sell New Mexico and California to the United States and to settle the dispute surrounding the Mexico-Texas border. After arriving in Mexico City in December 1845, Slidell was angered when the Mexican government refused to meet with him. This helped set the stage for the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).
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Portrait of John Slidell. A staunch supporter of Southern rights, he served as a Confederate diplomat. While traveling to England on the British mail steamer Trent, Slidell and fellow envoy James Mason were captured by a U.S. Navy ship. The incident, dubbed the “Trent Affair,” almost led to war between the United States and Britain. (Library of Congress)

In 1853 Slidell was finally elected to the U.S. Senate, where he remained until 1861. He invariably cast his vote with the Southern bloc. Nevertheless, he remained a pro-Union moderate Democrat and backed John C. Breckinridge’s 1860 presidential bid. When Republican Abraham Lincoln won the election, however, Slidell realized that he had little choice but to side with the Confederate cause. He resigned his seat in February 1861 and soon accepted an appointment as Confederate commissioner to France.

In late October 1861, Slidell and James M. Mason, who had been appointed commissioner to Great Britain, left the Confederacy, bound first for Cuba, from which they would continue to Europe aboard a British steamer. On November 8, 1861, the British mail packet Trent, which had left Havana the day before, was stopped by the American warship San Jacinto. A U.S. boarding party then demanded that Mason and Slidell be remanded to American custody, a violation of British neutrality. The two men were taken aboard the San Jacinto, which then sailed to Boston, where Mason and Slidell were detained at Fort Warren.

The Trent Affair created serious problems for the Lincoln administration. Under the threat of war, London demanded that the United States release Mason and Slidell. Anxious to avoid a war with Great Britain, Secretary of State William Seward worked closely with Benjamin Disraeli and Prince Albert to end the crisis, and Mason and Slidell were allowed to continue on to Europe aboard a British warship in January 1862.

Although Slidell found considerable sympathy for the Southern cause in France, he was unable to convince the French government to officially recognize the Confederacy. Thus, the military aid that he sought, which would have included a Franco-Confederate alliance, quite eluded him. Be that as it may, numerous private French investors eagerly loaned the Confederate government money, a process in which Slidell played a central role.

When the war ended in 1865, Slidell remained in Europe, fearing retribution by federal authorities. He eventually made his way to England, where he died at Cowes, Isle of Wight, on July 9, 1871. Slidell never sought pardon from the U.S. government and never returned to the United States; he was buried in France.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Beauregard, Pierre Gustav Toutant (1818–1893)

Confederate officer. Born into a powerful Louisiana family of Creole background in St.-Pierre Bernard Parish on May 28, 1818, Pierre Gustav Toutant Beauregard graduated second in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point in 1838. He was commissioned a second lieutenant of engineers, and his first assignment was to Fort Adams near Newport, Rhode Island. Beauregard was promoted to first lieutenant in June 1839. Helping to supervise the construction of coastal defenses, he was then stationed at Pensacola, Florida, and in Louisiana.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Beauregard served on the staff of Major General Winfield Scott and took part in his Mexico City Campaign. Beauregard particularly distinguished himself. He was wounded twice and was also brevetted captain for his role in the Battle of Contreras and the Battle of Churubusco and to major for the Battle of Chapultepec.

Following the war, Beauregard returned to New Orleans as chief engineer, earning promotion to regular captain in 1853. He also dabbled in Democratic politics. In 1860 Beauregard, a widower, married Catherine Deslonde, sister-in-law of John Slidell, the powerful Democratic senator from Louisiana and later Confederate diplomat.

Beauregard became superintendent of West Point in January 1861 but was relieved days later. He resigned his commission on February 20 when Louisiana seceded from the Union, and on March 1, 1861, he secured a commission as brigadier general in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States. Assigned to Charleston, South Carolina, he commanded the forces confronting the Union garrison at Fort Sumter. On April 12, 1861, Beauregard directed the artillery bombardment of Fort Sumter that forced the Union surrender and made him a hero in the South but also sparked the Civil War. Beauregard became known as the “Napoleon in Gray.”

Arriving in Richmond at the end of May 1861, Beauregard immediately clashed with President Jefferson Davis, who did not want his advice on military matters. Beauregard took charge of the Confederate effort in northern Virginia, where he assembled the Confederate Army of the Potomac (subsequently the Army of Northern Virginia). During the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), Beauregard commanded I Corps of the Army of the Potomac, under General Joseph E. Johnston, but was largely responsible for directing the battle. Beauregard felt slighted when others captured the public’s attention, but he was advanced to full general on August 31, 1861 (with date of rank from July 21), becoming the fifth highest-ranking officer in the Confederacy. Beauregard then commanded the Potomac District of the Department of Northern Virginia (October 1861–January 1862). Continually disagreeing with Davis over military strategy, Beauregard was exiled to the western theater to serve as second-in-command to General A. S. Johnston.

Together with Johnston, Beauregard planned the attack on Union forces under Major General Ulysses S. Grant at Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee. The resulting Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) initially went well, but Johnston was mortally wounded. At dusk Beauregard, who anticipated the final destruction of the Union army the next day, called off the attack and sent off a triumphant telegram to Jefferson Davis and the Confederate War Department announcing victory. Historians still debate whether the battle might have been won had it been continued that day. The next day, however, Grant, reinforced, launched a counterattack that drove Beauregard’s army from the field.
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Confederate General Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard from Louisiana saw extensive service in the conflict from command at Charleston at the beginning of the war to that of the Western Theater at its end. (Library of Congress)

Davis criticized Beauregard for the Confederate defeat at Shiloh and for his subsequent evacuation of Corinth. When Beauregard became ill in June 1862, he took unauthorized leave, relinquishing command to General Braxton Bragg. Beauregard assumed that this was only temporary, but Davis made it permanent, and Beauregard was relegated to command of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, with his headquarters at Charleston, which he ably defended against Union sea and land attacks. In April 1864 Beauregard was assigned command of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia. In this position, he assisted General Robert E. Lee in the defense of Richmond, protecting the southern approaches to the Confederate capital. Beauregard not only contained Union forces under Major General Benjamin F. Butler at Bermuda Hundred in early May 1864 but also defeated Butler in the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (Fort Darling) on May 16, 1864, and was able to defend the vital railhead of Petersburg sufficiently long for forces under Lee to arrive. Beauregard then proposed that Davis allow him to invade the North, taking a large part of Lee’s army, to end the war. Beauregard continued to serve under Lee in an awkward command relationship until September, when Davis ordered Beauregard to assume overall command in the western theater.

The last months of the war found Beauregard in a series of unredeemable situations as his subordinate General John Bell Hood carried out his disastrous campaign into Tennessee in late 1864. Beauregard then tried unsuccessfully, with no immediate forces under his direct command, to arrest Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). The end of the war found Beauregard second-in-command to Joseph Johnston, powerless to stop Sherman’s drive north through North Carolina. Leaving the army when Johnston surrendered in April 1865, Beauregard returned to New Orleans.

In the postwar years, Beauregard declined offers to command the armies of Romania and Egypt. He prospered in a variety of business ventures, prepared his memoirs, and served in several public offices before his death in New Orleans on February 20, 1893.
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Bragg, Braxton (1817–1876)

Confederate officer. Braxton Bragg was born on March 22, 1817, in Warrenton, North Carolina. After attending local schools, Bragg graduated 5th in his class of 50 from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd Artillery Regiment, he was sent to Florida to participate in the removal of the Seminoles. Bragg’s health failed as a result of the conditions and stress, and he spent most of 1838 recovering but nonetheless received promotion to first lieutenant. He also gained a reputation as a rigid and quarrelsome officer. Lacking tact in delicate situations, he made his dissatisfaction known publicly.

In 1845, Bragg was assigned to the Army of Occupation under Major General Zachary Taylor in Texas. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Bragg distinguished himself by his ability to mold raw recruits into disciplined fighting men as well as for his administrative skill, and he was brevetted for bravery in battle and promoted to captain in 1846. He was also hated by his men, some of whom reportedly tried to kill him. Bragg especially distinguished himself as an artillery battery commander in the Battle of Monterrey (September 21–24, 1846) and the Battle of Buena Vista (February 22–23, 1847), earning brevets to major and lieutenant colonel. Following the war, Bragg became dissatisfied with the lack of progress in his military career. He resigned his commission in 1856 and purchased a sugar plantation in Louisiana.

When Louisiana seceded from the Union in January 1861, Bragg became head of its army. He was appointed a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on March 7, 1861, and sent to Pensacola, quickly turning the inexperienced volunteers into disciplined soldiers. Bragg was promoted to major general on September 12, 1861. Following the fall of Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862, Bragg led his men from Florida to join the main Confederate army in the western theater, concentrating at Corinth, Mississippi.
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A personal favorite of Confederate president Jefferson Davis, General Braxton Bragg’s ability as an organizer was offset by his personality defects and poor conduct of military operations. (Library of Congress)

Bragg distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), in which he commanded a corps of the Army of Mississippi under General Albert Sidney Johnston. Bragg retained the corps command during Union operations against Corinth (May 3–30). Promoted to full general to rank from April 6, Bragg replaced General P. G. T Beauregard as commander of the vast Department No. 2 and its main field command, which would be redesignated the Army of Tennessee.

Bragg performed well in Tennessee in the late summer of 1862, and he mounted an invasion of Kentucky in connection with forces under Major General Edmund Kirby Smith but was forced to withdraw following the Battle of Perryville (October 8). Bragg fought Union major general William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) but was defeated. Rosecrans maneuvered Bragg out of middle Tennessee in the masterful Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and coaxed him out of Chattanooga, but Bragg, reinforced by a corps from the Army of Northern Virginia, caught Rosecrans off guard and defeated him in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20). Bragg, however, failed to follow up the victory, and because he had alienated his men through his harsh discipline and his chief subordinates through his incessant criticism and refusal to accept responsibility for mistakes, his generals urged President Jefferson Davis, Bragg’s close friend, to relieve him, without success. Davis even traveled to Chattanooga to assess the situation in person but determined that the complaints were the work of malcontents and decided to retain Bragg.

Bragg suffered a major defeat in the Battles for Chattanooga, especially in the attack on Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1862), largely as a consequence of poor placement of artillery, and he resigned his command under pressure on November 29. Unable to part with his friend, Davis then brought Bragg to Richmond as his military adviser. In this position, Bragg improved conscription and the supply system and reduced corruption.

Sent to Fort Fisher near Wilmington, North Carolina, in October 1864 to defend the Confederacy’s last Atlantic seaport, Bragg bungled the defense. Fort Fisher fell on January 15, 1865, although Bragg managed to extricate most of his force and win the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10, 1865). Bragg ended his military career as a subordinate to General Joseph E. Johnston in the Army of Tennessee, which unsuccessfully tried to block William T. Sherman’s march through North Carolina. Bragg’s last action was the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865).

Following the war Bragg, having lost his plantation, worked as superintendent of the waterworks in New Orleans and later worked in an insurance firm. In 1874 he accepted a position as the chief engineer for the Gulf, Colorado, & Santa Fe Railroad. Bragg died in Galveston, Texas, on September 27, 1876.
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Polk, Leonidas (1806–1864)

Confederate officer. Leonidas Polk was born on April 10, 1806, in Raleigh, North Carolina, into a socially, politically, and militarily prestigious family. Polk’s third cousin, James K. Polk, was president of the United States. Leonidas Polk attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. His roommate was Albert Sidney Johnston, and Polk also knew cadets Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee. Six months following his graduation in 1827, Polk resigned his commission as a second lieutenant to enter the Virginia Theological Seminary.

Following his ordination and because of his social position and family name, Polk rose quickly in the Episcopal Church, becoming missionary bishop to the Southwest in 1837. In 1841 he was named bishop of Louisiana. Polk played a key role in the establishment of the Episcopal University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. With the secession of the Deep South, Polk was instrumental in the Louisiana Convention leaving the Episcopal Church of the United States. In June 1861 Polk secured from President Jefferson Davis a major general’s commission, despite the fact that Polk had never held a command and had been out of the army for more than 30 years. Polk proved to be an extraordinarily poor choice.

Many Northern newspapers ran stories expressing outrage that a man of the cloth would be engaging in active warfare, but Polk never had any difficulty combining his religious beliefs with a willingness to fight. Indeed, he relished his title “the Fighting Bishop.”

Davis assigned Polk command of Department No. 2, charged with defense of the upper Mississippi River. In one of the worst decisions of the war, in September 1861 Polk led Confederate forces into the state of Kentucky, seizing Columbus on the Mississippi River, which he fortified. President Abraham Lincoln had promised that the Union would honor Kentucky’s neutrality if it remained peaceful, but this move gave Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant the excuse to take Paducah. Polk had rendered much more difficult the Confederate defense of Tennessee.

In September 1861 Polk’s former West Point roommate, General Albert Sidney Johnston, took over command of the department. Polk continued as his subordinate. Polk’s forces battled those led by Grant at Belmont, Missouri, on November 7, 1861. Polk commanded a corps in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He also led a corps under General Braxton Bragg in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). Polk was promoted to lieutenant general shortly thereafter, with date of rank from October 10, 1862.

Numerous accounts attest to Polk’s personal courage, but having been used to almost complete autonomy as a bishop, he found it difficult to take orders. This characteristic became more pronounced when Polk was placed under the authority of the tempestuous and imperious Bragg. Indeed, Polk became a key figure in a campaign imploring President Davis to replace Bragg as commander of the Army of Tennessee. This internecine warfare proved devastating to the morale of the army. Relations between Polk and Bragg, strained in the Kentucky fighting, became worse as a consequence of the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) in Tennessee and then exploded following the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) in Georgia, when Bragg sought to bring Polk before a court-martial for his failure to attack when ordered.

Davis intervened, transferring Polk to command the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. There Polk failed to halt Major General William T. Sherman’s advance from Vicksburg to Meridian, Mississippi. In May 1864 Polk and his Army of Mississippi, now designated a corps, reinforced General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee at the start of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On June 14 at Pine Mountain, Georgia, not far from Marietta, Polk was reconnoitering Union lines when he was hit by a cannon ball and instantly killed.
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Taylor, Richard (1826–1879)

Confederate officer. Born in Louisville, Kentucky, on January 27, 1826, Richard Taylor was the son of U.S. president Zachary Taylor and the nephew of Union brigadier general Joseph P. Taylor. Richard Taylor attended Harvard College but transferred to Yale, from which he graduated in 1845. After serving as his father’s military secretary during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Taylor moved south to manage the family’s sugar plantation in St. Charles Parish, Louisiana.

Taylor entered politics in 1856, serving in the Louisiana Senate until 1861. A favorite of Confederate president Jefferson Davis (Taylor’s sister Sarah was Davis’s first wife), Taylor was appointed colonel of the 9th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. Ordered to Virginia, Taylor’s regiment arrived too late to see action at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). In October 1861 Taylor was promoted to brigadier general, commanding a brigade under Brigadier General Richard Ewell. Conspicuous in Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and the March–July 1862 Peninsula Campaign, Taylor was promoted to major general on July 28, 1862, and assigned command of the Confederate District of Western Louisiana.

After the Confederacy failed to mount an effort to recapture New Orleans, tensions between Taylor and his immediate superior, Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith, increased. During the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), Taylor’s outnumbered command defeated Union forces at the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) and then continued the attack, albeit less successfully, the next day at the Battle of Pleasant Hill. Enraged by Smith’s failure to follow up on his victories, Taylor asked to be relieved. Instead, Taylor was promoted to lieutenant general to rank from April 8, 1864, and was sent to command the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, where he faced the daunting task of defending a large and important region with few resources. His department included Mobile and the industrial center of Selma, Alabama, and possessed vital resources.

Taylor did an admirable job of defending Mobile while using his cavalry, usually that of Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest, to thwart Union strikes and to disrupt Union efforts elsewhere, such as the drive on Atlanta, by raiding rear areas. Taylor was forced to surrender to Union major general E. R. S. Canby on May 8, 1865, the last of the Confederate commanders east of the Mississippi to do so.

Following the war Taylor became an advocate for former Confederate leaders, including Jefferson Davis, and a political opponent of Reconstruction. Taylor’s postwar memoir, Destruction and Reconstruction (1879), was engagingly written and provided a wealth of information about the Civil War and its aftermath. Taylor died in New York City on April 12, 1879, only a week after publication of his book.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

New Orleans Campaign (April 18–May 1, 1862)

Major component in the Union effort to gain control of the Mississippi River. The capture of New Orleans was a key part of Union strategic war planning. While one Union flotilla worked its way from the north down the Mississippi River, another would assault the river’s mouth and seize the Crescent City. New Orleans was the Confederacy’s most important seaport and its largest and wealthiest city. Beyond denying the South this outlet for the shipment of cotton, securing the entire Mississippi would open the river to oceanic shipping for goods from the Northwest and split the resource-rich Trans-Mississippi West from the remainder of the Confederacy.

With Union naval victories over Confederate shore forts at Port Royal, South Carolina, and Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles and Assistant Secretary Gustavus V. Fox pushed for a Union thrust up the Mississippi, past Confederate Forts Jackson and St. Philip to New Orleans. Commander David D. Porter convinced Fox and Welles that mortar boats should be included. President Abraham Lincoln approved what would be essentially a navy operation. The only troops involved would be those required for garrisoning the city and its forts once the navy had forced their surrender.

In December 1861, Welles called Captain David G. Farragut to Washington and offered him command of the operation. Farragut accepted, and Porter received command of the mortar boat flotilla. Farragut took as his flagship the screw sloop Hartford (28 guns) and arrived at Ship Island in Mississippi Sound on February 20, 1862.
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Depiction of the Union navy shore party demanding the surrender of New Orleans, April 25, 1862. The capture of the South’s most important seaport and largest and wealthiest city was an important step in giving the Union control of the Mississippi River. (Library of Congress)

Farragut assembled 17 ships mounting 192 guns: 8 steam sloops and corvettes, including the Brooklyn (26 guns) and Hartford, and 9 gunboats. There were also 20 mortar schooners, each mounting a single 13-inch mortar. Major General Benjamin F. Butler commanded the 13,000 soldiers.

On April 16, Farragut moved his ships from the Gulf of Mexico into the Mississippi River estuary, just below and out of range of the river forts. Once the ships had passed the forts, Butler’s troops were to join the squadron by means of a bayou about five miles upriver. Welles hoped that Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote and his ships on the upper Mississippi would steam south and join Farragut at New Orleans. If not, Farragut was to proceed north as far as possible.

The Confederates were not well prepared. Leaders in Richmond believed that the chief threat to New Orleans was from the north, and they dispatched to that area the scant resources available. Major General Mansfield Lovell had charge of the New Orleans defenses. Initially commanding 6,000 men, he had expressed confidence that he could hold the city against a land attack. By early April, however, more than half of his men and much equipment had been siphoned off to Corinth, Mississippi, to confront Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Union army at Pittsburg Landing. The Confederates also failed to push completion of the ironclads Louisiana and Mississippi, under construction at Jefferson City just north of the Crescent City.

A divided command structure included multiple army and navy commanders. Brigadier General Johnson K. Duncan, not Lovell, commanded the 1,100 men, largely untrained, manning Forts St. Philip and Jackson. The naval command was even more fractious. Captain John A. Stephenson, commanding the Confederate River Defense Fleet of six small converted river tugs fitted with iron-reinforced prows for ramming, refused to obey orders of senior Confederate naval officer on the lower Mississippi Commander John K. Mitchell.

Still, it would not be easy for Union forces to ascend the Mississippi. Union ships would first have to pass the two powerful Confederate forts. Fort Jackson was a stone and mortar star-shaped works mounting 74 guns and situated on the west bank of the river. Fort St. Philip, of brick and stone covered with sod, mounted 52 guns and was located about a half mile upstream on the opposite bank.

The Confederates had only 14 warships, most of them small, mounting a total of only 40 guns and formed in three major divisions. The 2 most important Confederate ships were the ironclads Manassas and Louisiana, but only the ram Manassas with a single gun was operational for the Union assault. The Louisiana posed the only real naval threat to the Union ships. At 264 feet in length, it was protected by 4 inches of train rail iron. Mitchell had the ship towed downriver and moored to the shore north of Fort St. Philip as a floating fort. Soldiers drawn from the Crescent Artillery worked its 16 guns. The Confederates also constructed fire rafts and built a barrier of two long chains supported by 7 anchored hulks running from Fort Jackson to the opposite shore.

Assisted by Porter’s steamers, by mid-March all the heavier Union warships had crossed over the bar. During the next month, all the other ships involved assembled at Ship Island along with Butler’s troops. On April 15, Farragut ordered the operation to commence.

On the evening of April 18, Porter’s 20 mortar boats began their bombardment. Moored along the riverbank some 3,000 yards from Fort Jackson where they were protected by a bend of the river, during six days and nights they fired 16,800 shells but without notable result and with most of the Confederate gun crews bravely keeping to their positions. Indeed, Confederate counterbattery fire sank 1 of the mortar schooners. The Confederates also sent fire rafts down the river at night, but Union boat crews grappled these and towed them off without damage.

On the night of April 20, Farragut sent the screw gunboats Itasca (4 guns) and Pinola (5 guns) against the river obstructions. Subjected to heavy but inaccurate Confederate fire, the Union seamen broke the chains and opened a passage. The other Union seamen meanwhile prepared their ships, landing potential fire hazards and unnecessary equipment. They also strung heavy iron cable chains—a kind of chain mail armor—on the outsides of the ships to provide additional protection for the most vulnerable areas housing the engines and steam boilers.

Farragut then met with his captains. His plan called for the ships to proceed single file through the obstructions. Porter’s mortars would provide covering fire to occupy the Confederate gun crews and, it was hoped, drive them from their guns. Most of the Union captains wanted to wait until the mortars had reduced the forts, but Farragut would brook no delay.

The Union squadron got under way shortly after midnight on April 24. The ships moved upriver in two divisions to approach the opening in the obstructions. Captain Theodorus Bailey commanded the first division, Farragut was in the center, and Captain Henry H. Bell had charge of the second division.

The screw gunboat Cayuga (4 guns) was the first ship through the water barrier at about 3:30 a.m. Mitchell had failed to send any fire rafts to light the river at night, nor had he stationed any vessel below the forts to warn of the Union approach. The Cayuga was thus well under Fort Jackson before it was discovered.

As soon as they spotted the Cayuga, gunners at both Confederate forts opened up almost simultaneously. The Union ships in position to do so immediately replied. Soon the river surface was filled with clouds of thick smoke from the discharges of the guns, obscuring vision from both the ships and the shore. Porter meanwhile had brought forward the five steamers assigned to his mortar schooners, and these opened up an enfilading fire at some 200 yards from Fort Jackson, pouring into it grapeshot, canister shot, and shrapnel while the mortars added their shells. This fire drove many of the Confederate gun crews from their guns and reduced the effectiveness of those who remained. The Union ships meanwhile continued upriver, engaging targets as they presented themselves. The shore batteries had difficulty finding the range, and damage and casualties aboard these vessels were slight.

At about 4:00 a.m., the Confederate warships above the forts joined the battle. The most powerful of these, the McRae (8 guns), engaged the Cayuga and then other ships. While most remaining lightly armed Confederate warships fled upriver on the approach of the Union ships, this was not the case with the ram Manassas. Although his ship was armed with only a single 32-pounder, Lieutenant Alexander Warley was determined to attack. Warley understood that the only chance for a Confederate victory lay in a combined assault by the gunboats and fire rafts to immobilize the Union vessels long enough for the heavy guns in the forts to destroy them.

Warley attempted to ram the screw sloop Pensacola (23 guns), but skillful maneuvering by the Union pilot avoided a collision, and the Pensacola let loose with a broadside from its IX-inch Dahlgren guns as the Manassas passed, damaging it. The Confederate ram nonetheless continued on. Warley then headed for the side-wheel frigate Mississippi (12 guns). Lieutenant George Dewey tried to turn his ship so as to ram the onrushing Manassas, but the latter was more agile and was able to strike the Mississippi a glancing blow, opening a large hole but failing to fatally damage the Union ship. Warley also tried to ram the Hartford, without success.

As the Union ships cleared the forts, they came under fire from the Confederate ironclad Louisiana along the riverbank. Its gun ports were small and did not allow a wide arc of fire, so the gun crews scored few hits. The leading Cayuga overtook some of the fleeing Confederate vessels and fired into them, forcing three to strike and run ashore.

Meanwhile, an unarmed Confederate tug pushed a blazing fire raft toward the Hartford. In trying to avoid the fire raft, the pilot grounded the flagship. The fire raft pressed against the Union flagship’s side, and the fire ignited paint, which then caught the Hartford’s rigging on fire. Farragut had climbed into the mizzen rigging of the Hartford so as to secure a better view over the smoke, and he thought that his ship was doomed. He then descended to the deck and exhorted the crew to fight the fire. Gunfire from the flagship, meanwhile, sank the tug. Farragut’s clerk, Bradley Osbon, brought up three shells, unscrewed their fuses, and dropped them over the gunwale of the Hartford into the fire raft. The resulting explosions tore holes in the raft and sank it, extinguishing the flames. The Hartford’s crew was then able to extinguish the fires. The ship then backed free of the mud bank and resumed course upriver. In the confusion and smoke, accidents occurred as several Union ships collided and Union ships fired on each other. Warley meanwhile rammed the Brooklyn but failed to sink it.

As dawn broke, the Union ships assembled at Quarantine Station. Three of Farragut’s 17 ships failed to make it past the forts, but only 1 was lost: the screw steamer Varuna (11 guns), rammed and sunk by the Confederate gunboats Governor Moore (2 guns) and Stonewall Jackson (2 guns), although the latter ship was badly damaged and lost. At this point the Manassas suddenly appeared, heading for the squadron. But when Warley realized the extent of his opposition, he knew that the battle was lost. His ship had sustained such damage that an attack would have been suicidal. Warley headed his ship ashore and ordered his crew to scatter.

The battle for the lower Mississippi was over. There was now no effective barrier between Farragut’s squadron and New Orleans. Union casualties had been surprisingly light: the total from April 18 through April 26 was 39 killed and 171 wounded.

After a brief pause to bury his dead and carry out minor repairs to his ships, at 11:00 a.m. Farragut sent word to Butler to land his troops, leaving behind two gunboats at Quarantine Station to provide support. He then ordered the squadron to proceed to New Orleans. Following a brief engagement with a 40-gun Confederate shore battery at Chalmatte some four miles below New Orleans, the ships arrived at the Crescent City just after noon on April 25 and anchored near the customhouse.

With the river up and near the top of the levee, the guns of the ships in the squadron could easily be brought to bear on the city, then in chaos. Farragut sent ashore Captain Bailey and an aide to meet with the city’s leaders and demand that they surrender New Orleans and that the U.S. flag be raised over the customhouse, mint, and post office. The city fathers and General Lovell refused. Lovell then announced that he and his remaining troops would evacuate the city. Evidently, he and the city fathers hoped that this move would prevent Farragut from bombarding New Orleans. That same day, the Confederates burned the unfinished ironclad Mississippi.

On the morning of April 26 Bailey returned ashore, but the city leaders again refused his demand for surrender. With the city poorly provisioned and indefensible, however, they said that they would not resist a Union takeover. At noon on April 29, 200 U.S. marines and several naval officers went ashore and assumed official possession, raising the U.S. flag over the customhouse. General Butler and 5,000 troops occupied the city on May 1.

The stretch of river to the south had already fallen to Union forces. On April 25 Porter demanded that Duncan surrender the forts and naval vessels in the vicinity, including the Louisiana. Duncan refused, whereupon Porter commenced a mortar bombardment. Although neither fort had been seriously damaged in the lengthy earlier bombardment, the defenders had enough, and early on April 28 many deserted. Later that day Duncan surrendered the forts, but as this was occurring Mitchell set fire to the Louisiana and cut it free from its moorings to drift downriver, but the ironclad blew up before it reached the Union ships.

Careful planning, effective leadership, and bold execution had given Farragut a great victory and made him a hero in the North. Certainly the loss of its most important seaport was a heavy blow to the Confederacy. Vicksburg and Port Hudson were now the only remaining Mississippi River Confederate strongholds. With the fall of New Orleans, their capture was only a matter of time.
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Baton Rouge, Battle of (August 5, 1862)

Failed Confederate attempt to recapture the capital city of Louisiana. On the morning of August 5, 1862, a portion of the Confederate garrison at Vicksburg, numbering some 2,500 men and commanded by Major General John C. Breckinridge, attacked a Union force of approximately the same size, commanded by Brigadier General Thomas Williams, at Baton Rouge.

Breckinridge had marched his men to Baton Rouge more than 60 miles from the rail line at Camp Moore, Louisiana, covering the last 10 miles at night so as to arrive at the city before dawn. His men, many of whom were veterans of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), thus arrived somewhat fatigued. Williams’s men, mostly recruits from New England and the upper Midwest, had spent their first summer in the South near Vicksburg in a failed attempt to capture that city before retiring back downriver. Perhaps half of the men in Williams’s command were on the sick rolls with fever, although many voluntarily returned to their units to take part in the battle, making the two sides approximately equal in strength. Williams could rely on several powerful Union gunboats moored at the city docks that protected the river approach to the city and were thus in position to provide artillery support if needed.

Despite the Confederates having been discovered by Union sentries on the night of August 4, the battle opened as Breckinridge planned, early the next day. The first shots were fired at about 4:30 a.m. The Confederates enjoyed initial success, advancing in a heavy fog and driving the Union defenders back into the city itself, where some civilians joined the Confederate troops in attacking the retreating Federals. The Union troops then fell back to the river under the protection of the Union gunboats. Williams was killed in the fighting, and Colonel Thomas Cahill assumed command. The Confederates then paused to await the arrival of the ironclad ram Arkansas from Vicksburg, which was to support the Confederate land assault and eliminate the Union gunboats.

The Arkansas experienced engine problems in its descent of the Mississippi, however. Its engines broke down several times but were repaired. They failed again, and the ship ran ashore about eight miles above the city just as the land battle began and at the same time as the Union ironclad Essex was advancing to engage it. The ship’s commander, Lieutenant Henry K. Stevens, ordered the crew ashore and the Arkansas set on fire. The burning Confederate ironclad then drifted downriver for about an hour before it exploded and sank just above the city. Had the Arkansas’s engines been in good working order and had that ship been able to join the battle, the outcome might well have been different, but with no prospect of naval support and his men stalled by the heavy guns of the Union ships, Breckinridge decided to withdraw. The battle was over by about 10:00 a.m.

Casualties in the Battle of Baton Rouge were approximately equal. The Union side suffered 84 dead and 299 wounded or missing, while Confederate losses were 84 dead and 372 wounded or missing. Among the Confederate dead was A. H. Todd, half brother of First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln.

While the battle was a tactical defeat for Confederate forces, Union forces nevertheless evacuated the city 16 days after the battle and proceeded to New Orleans. Meanwhile, the Confederates fortified Port Hudson. From Port Hudson north to Vicksburg, the Confederates commanded a 100-mile stretch of the Mississippi River, including the mouth of the Red River and therefore the resources of the Trans-Mississippi region. The Confederacy held this stretch of the river for almost another full year.
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Port Hudson, Siege of (May 21–July 9, 1863)

Engagement during the Union effort to control the Mississippi River. Taking the Confederate strongholds of Vicksburg and Port Hudson on the Mississippi and splitting the Confederacy along that river continued to be a major Union war aim. Some 25 miles above Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Port Hudson was situated on high bluffs overlooking a sharp 150-degree bend of the river and was surrounded by bayous. In May, Major General Franklin Gardner commanded some 7,500 men manning defensive works that included some 15 heavy guns controlling the river approaches and an equal number on the land side.

Following an abortive effort in March 1863 that saw the destruction of the U.S. Navy side-wheeler frigate Mississippi during Rear Admiral David G. Farragut’s passage of Port Hudson, unsupported by Union troops under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, Union forces tried again in May. As a preliminary to a ground assault by Banks’s 30,000-man Army of the Gulf, U.S. Navy ships in the river shelled Port Hudson (May 8–10). Banks then closed off Port Hudson from the land side on May 21.

Banks planned a ground attack supported by the large guns aboard the Union ships in the river, but the inept Union general mounted a series of uncoordinated attacks that did not make full use of his available manpower. The Union assault opened at dawn on May 27 with an attack on the Confederate left, above Port Hudson. The assault included two regiments of African American troops from Louisiana in the first employment of such troops by the Union in the war. The attack failed. At about 2:15 p.m., the Union left attacked. It and a still later advance by the Union center were rebuffed. The attackers sustained nearly 2,000 casualties, to only 250–275 for the defenders.

Claiming insufficient resources, Banks then settled for a siege during the course of which he received some 10,000 reinforcements. He was determined to try again. On the morning of June 13, Union troops and ships in the river opened a furious bombardment of the Confederate works, firing shells at the rate of about one per second. After an hour the firing ceased, and Banks sent a note to Gardner demanding his surrender. Although his men were low on ammunition and short of supplies, Gardner refused. Banks ordered the shelling resumed and planned an assault for the next day in the form of a probe of the Confederate right, with the main attack on the center.

Early the next morning, a Union division assaulted the large fort in the Confederate center known as the Priest Cap. Although some of the Union troops breached the Confederate lines, they lacked sufficient strength to exploit the situation. Repeated follow-on attacks also failed, with the Union suffering as many as 1,805 casualties. With his subordinate commanders objecting to a continuation, Banks agreed to a halt.

Meanwhile, the Union forces employed zigzag trenches to snake closer to the Confederate positions. They also tried mining the Confederate lines, but the defenders sank a countermine and used explosives to collapse the Union shaft. The distances were sufficiently short for both sides to employ hand grenades.

Banks planned a third attack for July 7, but bad weather caused it to be postponed. News was then received of the surrender of Vicksburg to Union forces on July 4. This event rendered Port Hudson untenable, and Gardner opened negotiations on July 8 and formally surrendered the next day. The siege had lasted 48 days. Although some Confederates escaped through Union lines on the night of July 8–9, about 6,400 surrendered. The Confederates had suffered 146 killed and 447 wounded. Operations at Port Hudson claimed Union losses of more than 708 dead, 3,336 wounded, and 319 missing. Another 4,000 to 5,000 were incapacitated by heatstroke or sickness. Throughout the siege, Union ships and mortar boats had provided effective gunfire support.

The entire Mississippi was now under Union control, and the Confederacy was split. A week later, a steamer from St. Louis arrived at New Orleans with a cargo of midwestern products. President Abraham Lincoln summed up the long effort to gain control of the river: “The Father of Waters again goes unvexed to the sea.”
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Mansfield, Battle of (April 8, 1864)

The decisive battle of the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). The Battle of Mansfield, also known as the Battle of Sabine Cross Roads, took place in Desoto Parish and was also one of the last major Confederate victories of the war.

In March 1864, Major General Nathaniel P. Banks led some 25,000 men on the west side of the Red River as a Union flotilla proceeded up the Red under the command of Rear Admiral David D. Porter. Another Union force of some 13,000 men, led by Major General Frederick Steele, was to move into Louisiana from Arkansas, with the two armies to converge on and take the strategic city of Shreveport.

General Edmund Kirby Smith, commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department headquartered at Shreveport, had some 25,000 men to resist the Union offensive, but these were divided between Major General Richard Taylor’s command in western Louisiana and Major General Sterling Price’s command in Arkansas. Realizing that the force under Banks and Porter was the greater threat, Smith dispatched Brigadier General Thomas J. Churchill with some 5,000 infantry to reinforce Taylor. Taylor, meanwhile, had withdrawn to Sabine Cross Roads south of Mansfield.

Before Churchill’s force could reinforce him, Taylor attacked Banks. With just 8,800 men, Taylor struck the far larger Union force on the afternoon of April 8. Banks was caught by surprise, with his men spread out in march formation over a span of 20 miles, making it difficult to deploy his greater resources. When the attackers mounted a double envelopment, Union resistance collapsed, and the panicked Federals fled to the rear. Only a stand just before sunset by Brigadier General William Emory’s division 3 miles back prevented complete disaster. Banks then withdrew 14 miles to Pleasant Hill.

The 12,000 Union troops actually engaged in the battle sustained 2,235 casualties (113 killed, 581 wounded, and 1,541 captured or missing). The Confederates also seized some 1,000 draft animals, 250 wagons, and 20 guns. Confederate losses in the battle were actually heavier in terms of percentage of men engaged, with about 1,500 killed, wounded, captured, or missing.
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Maine

INTRODUCTION

Maine, located in far northern New England and encompassing 33,265 square miles, borders New Hampshire and Quebec, Canada, to the west and New Brunswick to the north and east and has a long shoreline along the Atlantic Ocean to the south-southeast. With an 1860 population of approximately 628,000 people, the overwhelmingly rural state of Maine made its chief contribution to the Union war effort in the form of men for the Union Army and the Union Navy. The state contributed only small quantities of military supplies, owing to its small industrial base. There was no fighting in Maine during the war. The majority of Maine’s population lived south of Bangor, with the highest density along or near the seacoast. The northern and interior portions of Maine were very sparsely populated and were settled chiefly by farmers and trappers.

Maine is home to numerous and commodious harbors, but these played little direct role in the war because they were so far removed from the fighting. The war did, however, adversely affect Maine’s coastal residents who made their living in trade and other oceangoing ventures. Indeed, the loss of a number of merchant ships to Confederate commerce raiders brought some financial hardship to the state.

Most Maine residents were enthusiastic supporters of the war effort and, even more, were ardent opponents of slavery. Many saw in the Civil War a chance to rid the nation of the scourge of slavery for good. Abraham Lincoln carried Maine by an overwhelming majority in the 1860 and 1864 elections, and the Republican Party enjoyed strong support in the state. Perhaps the only elements in the population to display ambivalence toward the war effort were those who resided along the coast and had seen their livelihoods curtailed because of trade disruptions.

From 1861 to 1865, Maine provided some 67,000 men to the Union war effort. They served in 35 regiments, marine and navy units, and other specialized outfits. Of this total, nearly 9,000 lost their lives in the fighting, while another 11,000 or so were wounded. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the 20th Maine Regiment played a major role in the fighting in defending the critical terrain feature of Little Round Top.

Maine also provided several outstanding general officers during the war. They included Major General Oliver O. Howard, Brigadier General Adelbert Ames, and Brigadier General Joshua L. Chamberlain. After the war, Chamberlain served as the governor of Maine for four one-year terms.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Augusta, Maine

Capital city of the state of Maine. Located at the head of the tidal portion of the Kennebec River, Augusta is located in southeastern Maine. It had an 1860 population of 7,609. The area around Augusta was first explored in the early 1600s by a small group of English settlers who founded a short-lived colony there. In 1629 it was permanently settled by colonists from the Plymouth Colony, who made it a fur-trading post along the Kennebec River. By the early 1660s, however, the settlement, then known as Cushnoc, was depopulated owing largely to increasing numbers of Indian attacks and sagging profits.

In 1754 the English erected a fort at the site, which encouraged settlement in the area once more. In 1779 the area was named Augusta, and two years later the town became the seat of the newly established Kennebec County. Until 1820, Maine was part of Massachusetts; in 1827 after Maine statehood, Augusta was designated as the state capital. Meanwhile, Portland had served as the state capital during 1820–1827.

Augusta grew steadily owing to the abundant presence of water, which drove textile mills and sawmills, and its location along the navigable portion of the Kennebec River close to the Atlantic Ocean. Like most parts of Maine, the timber industry predominated. Agriculture was also an important economic engine, as the Kennebec Valley featured relatively level terrain and fertile soil.

Augusta was formally chartered as a city in 1849. The railroad arrived in 1851, greatly increasing its economic potential. Even more important, the city became a major center of textile production, which was further boosted by the use of steam power—instead of waterpower—beginning in the late 1840s and early 1850s.

As in other portions of Maine, Augusta’s citizens were predominantly Republican and enthusiastic supporters of the Union war effort. Indeed, Augusta served as a major mustering point for recruits from the northern and interior parts of Maine. In 1862 a small military post was constructed in Augusta’s northwestern quadrant, where soldiers could be temporarily housed and trained. The city prospered during the Civil War, as its textile mills and timber and shipping sectors all grew larger owing to government work and contracts.
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Bangor, Maine

Center of Maine’s lucrative lumber industry in the years leading up to the Civil War. Bangor, which had an 1860 population of 16,407, is located along the Penobscot River some 30 miles upstream from the Atlantic Ocean in south-central Maine. Although the area that would become Bangor had been explored by Europeans as early as 1524, it was dominated by the Penobscot Indian tribe until the 1760s. In the years prior to that, French priests had taken up residence among the Penobscots, and control of the region was hotly contested between the French and British.

By the early 1770s after the French defeat in the 1754–1763 French and Indian War, a small group of English settlers had established a school and sawmill in the area that would become Bangor. In 1791 the settlement was organized as a town and named Bangor, after an ancient abbey in Northern Ireland first constructed in 558 CE. During the War of 1812, the British attacked and looted the town and set a number of ships ablaze in the Penobscot River.

By 1820 when Maine achieved independent statehood, Bangor had become the state’s most commercially important city, chiefly because of the rise of the lumber industry there. Indeed, by the 1840s Bangor had become known as the lumber capital of the world. Shipping and shipbuilding were also major pre–Civil War industries because of Bangor’s river location and proximity to the Atlantic Ocean. The lumber industry made Bangor a wealthy city, and many lumber magnates built large and elaborate homes in the city and along the river. As home to the Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor was one of the epicenters of New England abolitionism; it is also considered the birthplace of Maine’s Republican Party, established in 1854.

Pro-Union and pro-Republican sentiments in Bangor ran high during the Civil War, so much so in fact that the offices of a Democratic newspaper were looted by an angry mob in August 1861. Bangor and surrounding areas provided many soldiers between 1861 and 1865, and the city’s lumber industry boomed owing to government contracts and increased shipbuilding at the city’s shipyards. After the war Bangor continued to grow, and in 1868 the University of Maine (then known as Maine State College) was founded at Orono, a Bangor suburb. The school further enhanced Bangor’s importance and led to considerable diversification of its economy by the 1880s.
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Portland, Maine

Largest city in the state of Maine situated where the Fore River empties into Casco Bay in the far southeastern position of the state. The city had an 1860 population of 26,341. The first Europeans who attempted to settle the area arrived in 1623 on a royal land grant from King Charles I. The settlement was not successful, however, and was abandoned by the late 1820s. A second and more successful settlement was founded at the site in 1633 and was named Casco. It served chiefly as a trade and fishing outpost and was subsumed by the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1658 (Maine would remain part of Massachusetts until it achieved independent statehood in 1820). The town’s name was changed to Falmouth, but the town was ransacked in 1676 during King Philip’s War. After being rebuilt, it was nearly destroyed again during King William’s War. In 1775, the town was once again heavily damaged during a British attack in the American Revolutionary War. In 1786, the area’s residents renamed the town Portland. The city suffered economically during the years prior to the War of 1812, as the ill-advised Embargo Act of 1807 had virtually closed down its shipping industry.

When Maine attained statehood in 1820, Portland was selected as the capital; it would remain so until it was moved to Augusta in 1827, although the legislature continued to convene in Portland until 1832, at which time the new statehouse had been completed. Portland quickly became a major shipping and commercial center. In 1832, a canal linked the city with Long Lake and Sebago Lake, facilitating shipping from the interior. And after a rail line connected Portland with Montreal, Canada, in 1853, Portland became the primary ice-free port for the shipment of goods from Canada to the southern United States and abroad. Railroads first came to Portland in 1842. The city also had a number of large textile mills and became a major manufacturer of locomotives. By the time of the Civil War, rail lines also connected Portland with major metropolises farther south, including Boston, Providence, New York City, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, among others.

When war came in 1861, Portland served as a mustering point for Union recruits from southern Maine and nearby southern New Hampshire. Like other cities in Maine, pro-Union sentiments ran high in Portland, and there had been a considerable abolitionist faction operating in the city well before the conflict began. The Republican Party enjoyed dominance in local politics, although perhaps not as strongly as in Augusta or Bangor. During the war, Portland’s shipping and industrial interests profited handsomely from war-related work and government contracts.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Knox

Large stone and masonry redoubt located on the west bank of the Penobscot River. Situated in the town of Prospect at the end of a peninsula, Fort Knox is some five miles from the mouth of the Penobscot near the head of Penobscot Bay. Designed by the noted army engineer Joseph Totten, Fort Knox was established in 1844, when construction began on the massive five-sided redoubt. Enclosed within its massive walls were a large parade ground as well as stables, officers’ quarters, barracks, and storage rooms. Construction was not substantially completed until 1864. The entire structure measures 146 feet by 252 feet, with walls 20 feet in height and nearly 40 feet thick.

The fort was constructed of massive blocks of granite from a quarry about five miles upstream at Frankfort, Maine. Although the government spent nearly $5 million on the structure, it was never entirely completed. The redoubt was named after Henry Knox, America’s first secretary of war.

Fort Knox was built during a period of rising U.S.-British tensions over the U.S.-Canadian border. Because the Penobscot River had become the scene of numerous British depredations during the War of 1812, U.S. officials hoped to defend the river from the British navy as well as secure Bangor, farther upstream, from potential attack. At the time, Bangor was at the center of the nation’s largest timber operations.

Fort Knox had two heavy gun batteries, one in each wall in casemate form, that faced the river. Each casemate was equipped with a furnace to heat shot designed to set enemy ships ablaze, although ironclads beginning in the 1860s rendered this function increasingly obsolete. The north battery could accommodate 14 heavy guns, while the south battery could mount as many as 25. The landward sides, protected by a dry moat, had smaller gun placements and rifle galleries. Beginning in 1863 when the fort was first permanently garrisoned with 50 Maine volunteers, the heavy gun batteries were retrofitted to accommodate heavy Rodman guns. Fort Knox saw no combat between its founding in 1844 and its decommissioning in 1923. The fort was again garrisoned during the Spanish-American War with about 350 men but was not garrisoned during World War I. The U.S. government sold the fort and its surrounding 125 acres to the State of Maine in 1923, and the site became a Maine Historic Site. In 1970 it was declared a National Historic Landmark.
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Fort Preble

Redoubt first built in 1808 in South Portland, Maine, along Portland’s harbor at Casco Bay under the supervision of Henry A. S. Dearborn. Fort Preble was initially designed to enforce the Embargo Act of 1807 and to end illicit trade between the residents of Maine and the British in the years before the War of 1812. A modified star-shaped fort with modest earthworks, Fort Preble, like many of Maine’s 19th-century military posts, was of masonry construction featuring locally quarried granite walls and casemates. The fort, which originally mounted 14 cannon, was garrisoned during the War of 1812 and sporadically thereafter. In 1845 the fort was updated with the addition of a south battery featuring 10 heavy guns and a north battery mounting 12 heavy guns.

Fort Preble was again fully garrisoned during the Civil War. A major expansion of the facility was planned, although the work was not completed before the war ended. Two new flanking barbette batteries mounting an additional 16 heavy guns facing the harbor were planned, but by 1865 only one battery was completed with 6–8 new guns.

On June 26, 1863, Confederate Navy lieutenant Charles W. Read, aiding Union shipping up the eastern Atlantic coast, boldly sailed into Portland Harbor in the small prize fishing schooner Archer and captured the U.S. revenue cutter Caleb Cushing, then managed to sail it out of the harbor. Union officials armed two steamers and set out in pursuit. Unfortunately for Read, he was unaware of the location of the cutter’s ample ammunition supply and, following a brief gunfight, scuttled the ship and surrendered. Read and his small band had taken 21 prizes, burning 15 of them and causing widespread panic along the northern Atlantic Seaboard. The 23 captured Confederate seamen were imprisoned at Fort Preble and then transferred to Boston’s Fort Warren the following month. This incident was Maine’s only brush with combat during the Civil War.

After the Civil War, Fort Preble remained an active military facility during the Spanish-American War, World War I, and World War II. The redoubt was decommissioned in 1950.
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Kennebec Arsenal

Large arsenal constructed between 1828 and 1838 on the east bank of the Kennebec River at Augusta, Maine. The Kennebec Arsenal was built during a period of rising British-U.S. tensions over the American-Canadian border that culminated in the so-called Aroostook War of 1838–1839. During the War of 1812, much of coastal Maine had been subject to British naval depredations, and many towns had actually been occupied. To prevent another similar scenario and to protect the newly designated Maine capital at Augusta, the War Department suggested the purchase of 41 acres of land along the Kennebec River, where an arsenal would be constructed. Congress authorized the arsenal on March 3, 1827, and construction began the following year.

In all, eight buildings were initially constructed at the site, all made from massive granite blocks quarried in Maine. In the buildings in which arms and ordnance were stored, the walls were as much as six feet thick. Other buildings served as enlisted men’s quarters, nonweapons storage, offices, officers’ quarters, and commandant’s quarters. There were two large powder magazines as well. Unlike some other arsenals of the period, the Kennebec Arsenal did not manufacture weapons; rather, it acted primarily as a storage facility and a repair center. Until 1903, the U.S. Army provided a very small active-duty garrison at the facility.

During the Civil War, the arsenal’s modest garrison was made up chiefly of volunteers and state troops. They nevertheless remained vigilant, as some officials were concerned that Confederate agents operating in Canada, which was not far away, might try to seize or destroy the arsenal. No such attempt was ever made, to anyone’s knowledge, although several sentries at the arsenal fired on a small boat with numerous men on board who were approaching a wharf near the facility in 1864. After being fired upon, the boat fled the scene. By 1861, however, the facility was nearly obsolete, as its structures would not have been able to withstand an attack by modern artillery.

After being decommissioned in 1903, the Kennebec Arsenal was transferred to the State of Maine, which operated a facility for the mentally ill (the Maine Insane Hospital). During the last several decades, the facility remained largely vacant and began to deteriorate. In 2007, the state sold the site to a privately held development and restoration company, but little work has been done on the facility, which has recently been struck by vandals. Considered a National Historic Landmark, the arsenal remains significant because it is the most complete of the early 19th-century U.S. arsenals still in existence, and its rather foreboding design is considered the best example of early American military architecture.
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Portsmouth Navy Yard

U.S. Navy facility, the origins of which date to the early colonial era. Established in 1800 on Fernald’s Island at the mouth of the Piscataqua River, the Portsmouth Navy Yard (also known as the Kittery Yard) is located in Kittery, Maine, at the extreme southern edge of the state adjacent to Portsmouth, New Hampshire. The Portsmouth Navy Yard has the distinction of having constructed the first naval warship in North America and is also the oldest continuously operating navy yard in the country. The 48-gun Royal Navy fourth-rate Falkland was built here in 1695. Of the six original ship yards in the United States, Portsmouth’s 4,000 yards of waterfront was the largest.

Although its steam engineering and ordnance departments were not quite as large as other East Coast yards, the vast Portsmouth Navy Yard was ideal for shipbuilding. With eight cranes and two masting shears, the facility produced 10 warships, including 2 74-gun ships of the line, before the Civil War. During the conflict itself, the Portsmouth Navy Yard employed 2,455 people. Twenty-three warships were built here. Today, more than 200 years after it was established, the site remains an active naval facility.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Coburn, Abner (1803–1885)

Politician and governor of Maine. Abner Coburn was born on March 22, 1803, in Canaan (present-day Skowhegan), Maine, to a prominent and well-to-do family. He attended a local academy but did not have any higher education. Coburn worked as a farmer, teacher, and surveyor before joining his father’s lucrative land development and lumber company. By the mid-1800s, the Coburns were the largest landholders in Maine. In the late 1840s Coburn branched out into railroads, and by 1854 he was president of the Maine Central. He also won three one-year terms to the Maine House of Representatives (1838, 1840, 1844) as a Whig. In the early 1850s he was one of the founders of the Republican Party in Maine, and in 1860 he ran unsuccessfully for governor as a Republican.

After securing his party’s nomination for governor in 1862, Coburn was elected governor by a narrow margin and took office in 1863. He prided himself on managing Maine’s government in a businesslike manner that catered to the needs of the state as a whole rather than the narrow interests of a few. Coburn supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war policies and tried to cooperate with the federal government whenever possible. He lost his reelection bid, however, to War Democrat Samuel Cony and left office in early 1864. Many believed that Coburn’s lack of political savvy may have torpedoed his reelection effort.

After leaving office, Coburn did not seek or hold any other elective offices but instead concentrated his efforts on his myriad business and philanthropic interests. He served as a bank president and a railroad executive and worked exhaustively to improve education in the state. Coburn donated substantial sums of money to Colby College and to the University of Maine before dying on January 4, 1885, in Skowhegan.
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Cony, Samuel (1811–1870)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of Maine. Samuel Cony was born on February 27, 1811, in Augusta, Maine, and attended Wakefield College and Brown University, from which he graduated in 1829. He subsequently studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1832. Cony commenced a legal practice in Old Town, Maine, and also served as a probate court judge during 1840–1846. A Democrat, he was elected to the Maine House of Representatives and served one term (1835–1836). Cony served on the governor’s council (1839), worked as a land agent (1847–1850), and was state treasurer (1850–1854) and mayor of Augusta (1854).

As a War Democrat in 1861, Cony supported the federal government in the secession crisis. In 1862 he was elected to another term in the Maine House of Representatives. In the 1863 elections, Cony ran for governor and defeated Republican incumbent Abner Coburn. Taking office in January 1864, Cony essentially continued Coburn’s prowar policies and held several enlistment drives to increase the number of Maine enlistees entering federal service. By war’s end in 1865, Maine had contributed a total of 67,000 men.

Cony’s administration was well regarded by the Abraham Lincoln administration as well as Maine’s citizens, who reelected him two times. In 1866 ill health kept Cony from seeking another term of office, and he vacated the governor’s post in January 1867. Cony died on October 5, 1870, in Augusta, Maine.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Rolde, Neil. Maine: A Narrative History. Gardiner, ME: Tilbury House, 1990.

Sobel, Robert, and John Raimo. Biographical Directory of the Governors of the United States, 1789–1978. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1988.

Fogg, Isabella Morrison (1823–1873)

Volunteer nurse. Isabella Morrison Fogg was born in Calais, Maine, in 1823. In the spring of 1861, Fogg left her home in Calais to visit her son Hugh, who was with the 6th Maine Infantry in Washington, D.C. While there, she saw the need for hospital workers and volunteered for duty in the capital’s hospital through the Maine Camp and Hospital Association. After she rallied her hometown residents to conduct a letter-writing campaign, Maine’s governor appointed Colonel John Hathaway to manage the state’s Soldier’s Relief Agency, headquartered in Washington.

Learning that the wounded soldiers left behind on battlefields were in more dire need than those in Washington’s hospitals, Fogg and other volunteers persuaded Maine relief groups to allow the women to go into the field. Beginning in November 1862, Fogg traveled through the Maryland and western Virginia (now West Virginia) countryside searching abandoned buildings and tents for needy soldiers. She followed the Union army as it advanced toward Richmond, caring for Union wounded as well as Confederate soldiers who were wounded and taken prisoner. In addition to collecting food, clothing, and quilts from area residents, Fogg set up temporary stations where the wounded were fed during stops on the way to hospitals.

In 1863 Fogg joined the U.S. Sanitary Commission. When her son’s wounded leg required amputation, she went to Baltimore to care for him. She then returned to her duties and continued lobbying the Maine legislature for additional relief funds, which were allocated in the winter of 1864. The next year while serving aboard the Jacob Strader hospital boat on the Ohio River near Louisville, Kentucky, Fogg fell, permanently injuring her spine. Union officers, including Generals Ulysses S. Grant, Joshua Chamberlain, and George Meade, petitioned Congress to grant her a pension. In February 1866 Congress awarded her $8 per month, increasing it to $20 the next year. Fogg died on December 23, 1873, in Portland, Maine.
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Hamlin, Hannibal (1809–1891)

Vice president of the United States (1861–1865). Born on August 27, 1809, in Paris Hill, Maine, Hannibal Hamlin attended Hebron Academy before being admitted to the bar in 1833. Active in Democratic politics, he served in the state legislature from 1836 to 1841, during most of which time he was Speaker. Hamlin held strong antislavery sentiments but believed that the federal government had no authority to regulate slavery in the states. He objected, however, to congressional efforts to suppress discussion of the slavery question.

Hamlin served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1843–1847) and maintained a low profile in the acrimonious debates regarding the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In 1848, he was selected by the antislavery wing of the Democratic Party in Maine to complete a U.S. Senate term after Senator John Fairfield had died in office. Hamlin won election to a full term in 1851 and served until 1856.
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One of Abraham Lincoln’s earliest supporters in New England and a staunch opponent of slavery, Hannibal Hamlin of Maine served as vice president of the United States during March 1861 to March 1865. (Library of Congress)

Dissatisfied with the Democratic Party’s position on slavery, Hamlin joined the Republican Party in July 1856. His election as governor of Maine that same year marked the emergence of the Republican Party as the dominant political force in New England. Hamlin resigned as governor after a few weeks, however, and returned to the Senate. His strong antislavery views and New England origins made him a logical choice for the Republican vice presidential nomination in 1860 as Abraham Lincoln’s running mate.

Hamlin served as vice president throughout Lincoln’s first term and was a vocal advocate of emancipation. During Hamlin’s tenure, he became increasingly associated with the radical wing of the Republican Party. Seeking a moderate running mate in 1864, Lincoln chose Senator Andrew Johnson (a Southerner) instead of Hamlin. Hamlin was replaced by Johnson as vice president on March 4, 1865, a little more than a month before Lincoln’s assassination and Johnson’s ascent to the presidency.

After leaving the vice presidency, Hamlin served briefly as collector for the port of Boston. He resigned in protest over President Johnson’s Reconstruction policies, however. A leading Radical Republican, in 1868 Hamlin was again elected to the Senate, where he remained until his retirement in 1881. While in the Senate, he firmly supported Radical Republican Reconstruction programs. At the Republican National Convention in 1880, Hamlin played an important role in preventing former president Ulysses S. Grant’s nomination for a third term as president. Hamlin’s final post was as minister to Spain from 1881 to 1882. He died in Bangor, Maine, on July 4, 1891.
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Washburn, Israel, Jr. (1813–1883)

Politician and governor of Maine. Israel Washburn Jr. was born on June 6, 1813, in Livermore, Maine (then part of Massachusetts). Educated by private tutors, he engaged in a legal apprenticeship under his uncle, was admitted to the bar in 1834, and opened a law practice in Orono, Maine.

Washburn entered state politics in 1842, when he began serving in the Maine House of Representatives, holding that seat until 1843. In 1850 he ran as a Whig for the U.S. House of Representatives; he later became a Republican and served in Congress from March 1851 until January 1, 1861. Washburn opposed the extension of slavery and objected to the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which he believed represented appeasement of the South.

Washburn ran for the governorship of Maine in 1860 as a Republican and took office on January 1, 1861. He was a strong supporter of the Union war effort beginning in April 1861 and took numerous steps to protect his state and contribute to Union war policies. Washburn immediately complied with President Abraham Lincoln’s request for troops and raised and trained a home defense force of some 3,000 men. Washburn also established a coast guard unit for home waters and stiffened coastal fortifications. In 1862 he asked the War Department to erect fortifications along the long Maine-Canadian border out of fear that growing pro-Confederate sentiments in Canada might undermine the war effort in Maine, but his request was rebuffed. Washburn also pursued internal improvements, initiating a full geological survey of his state and facilitating construction of a railroad between Nova Scotia and Maine. He did not stand for reelection in 1862 and left office on January 1, 1863.

That year, Lincoln appointed Washburn collector of customs at Portland, Maine, a post he held from October 1863 until March 1877. During 1877–1878, Washburn served as president of the board of trustees at Tufts College, Boston. He then served as president of the Rumford Falls & Burkfield Railroad before pursuing various literary interests. Washburn died in Philadelphia on May 12, 1883.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Ames, Adelbert (1835–1933)

Union officer. Adelbert Ames was born in Rockland, Maine, on October 31, 1835, and became a merchant seaman on his father’s ship before being accepted to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Graduating in 1861, Ames was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd U.S. Artillery. On May 14, 1861, he was transferred to the 5th U.S. Artillery and promoted to first lieutenant.
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Adelbert Ames of Maine graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, as a second lieutenant in 1861. His distinguished war service included an award of the Medal of Honor. Ames ended the conflict as a brevet major general. He continued in the army after the war and fought in the 1898 Spanish-American War as a brigadier general. (Library of Congress)

Ames showed conspicuous gallantry at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), during which he was badly wounded. As a result of his service, he was brevetted major and was later awarded the Medal of Honor. Ames next served in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), being brevetted lieutenant colonel on July 1, 1862.

On August 20, 1862, Ames became colonel of the 20th Maine Infantry Regiment, which he led during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He then became aide-de-camp to Major General George G. Meade.

On May 20, 1863, Ames was promoted to brigadier general and given a brigade in XI Corps, Army of the Potomac. He then led a division at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) but soon was transferred to South Carolina, where he participated in actions against Charleston. In 1864 he commanded a division in X Corps of Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). From December 24, 1864, to January 15, 1865, Ames participated in the campaign against Fort Fisher (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865) in North Carolina, and his division played a conspicuous role in the capture of that bastion. Brevetted through major general in both the regular and volunteers organizations, he mustered out of the volunteers in 1866 and resumed his regular service as lieutenant colonel of the 24th Infantry. He resigned his regular commission in 1870.

Following the war, Ames served as provisional governor of Mississippi (1868–1870) and then U.S. senator from Mississippi (1870–1874). From 1874 to 1876 he again served as governor. He was reinstated as an army brigadier general in 1898 during the Spanish-American War and saw service in Cuba. Ames died at Ormond Beach, Florida, on April 12, 1933.
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Chamberlain, Joshua Lawrence (1828–1914)

College professor, politician, and Union officer. Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain was born on September 8, 1828, in Brewer, Maine. He attended Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, graduating in 1852. An aspiring minister, Chamberlain later earned a master’s degree from Bangor Theological Seminary. He then returned to Bowdoin as a professor of rhetoric and modern languages. On August 8, 1862, Chamberlain accepted a commission as a lieutenant colonel of the 20th Maine Volunteer Infantry in the Army of the Potomac.

Chamberlain and the 20th Maine were present at but did not participate in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), having been part of the reserve held back by Major General George McClellan. The unit engaged Confederate forces three days later at Shepherdstown (in western Virginia), where Chamberlain had the first of six horses shot out from under him during the war. Chamberlain then fought in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he was wounded in the right ear and neck, and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He was promoted to colonel on May 20.

At Gettysburg on July 2, Chamberlain was assigned to Little Round Top, one of two small critical elevations on the Union’s left flank. If the Confederates could control these, they could roll up the Union line. Well aware of its critical importance, Chamberlain was determined to hold Little Round Top. After turning back several Confederate charges that day and extending his line and with ammunition running low, he ordered a downhill bayonet charge. This action shocked the Confederates and forced their retreat. Chamberlain was wounded in the left leg during the action. For his heroism and tenacity, he was awarded the Medal of Honor 30 years later, on August 11, 1893. Certainly the fighting on Little Round Top was one of the most critical actions of the entire battle.

Chamberlain participated in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 7–18, 1864), the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was again wounded, in the right hip, at Rive’s Salient, on June 18, 1864. Chamberlain was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers effective that same date. Again wounded, nearly fatally in the left arm and chest, during fighting at Quaker Road on March 29, 1865, Chamberlain was brevetted major general. Defying all odds, he recovered sufficiently enough to return to duty for the Battle of Five Forks on April 1 and the subsequent Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9).

Upon the surrender of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox, Virginia, Chamberlain’s brigade was among those present to receive the Confederate surrender on April 12, 1865. As the Confederate troops passed by and laid down their arms, according to the general’s account, Chamberlain ordered his men to come to attention in salute. Although criticized by some in the Union for this, he was remembered in the South as one of the most gallant soldiers of the Union Army.

After the war, Chamberlain served as a Republican governor of Maine (1866–1870) and president of Bowdoin College (1871–1883). Among his many books was The Passing of the Armies (published posthumously in 1915). Chamberlain died in Portland, Maine, on February 24, 1914.
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Howard, Oliver Otis (1830–1909)

Union officer. Oliver Otis Howard was born in Leeds, Maine, on November 8, 1830. Having graduated from Bowdoin College in 1850 and from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854, Howard was a first lieutenant teaching mathematics at West Point when the Civil War began. Entering the volunteer service as colonel of the 3rd Maine Regiment, he led a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861) and helped cover the Union retreat. His performance won him promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. In the spring of 1862, Howard was conspicuous for his bravery at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), being wounded twice. His right arm was amputated close to the shoulder; for this action, he would receive the Medal of Honor in 1893.

During his convalescence, Howard became convinced that God had spared his life for the purpose of liberating the slaves. Back in command, he fought with distinction in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Promoted to major general of volunteers, Howard led his division in the desperate frontal assault at Marye’s Heights during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

On April 2, 1863, Howard took command of XI Corps, which consisted largely of German Americans. Hit on May 2 by Confederate lieutenant general Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s flank attack in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Howard’s corps virtually disintegrated. Notwithstanding this defeat and the considerable controversy about his role in it, Howard retained his command. During Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s second invasion of the North, on the morning of July 1, 1863, Howard selected Cemetery Ridge as the key defensive position at Gettysburg. Although the performance of his “Dutchmen” over the next two days of battle could best be called mediocre, Howard enjoyed the ultimate satisfaction of receiving the Thanks of Congress for his actions in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Howard then shifted to the western theater, commanding XI Corps at Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and Knoxville. During the subsequent Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), he headed IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland. Major General William T. Sherman chose Howard to command the Army of the Tennessee following the death of Major General James McPherson during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864). Having been at West Point with Confederate general John Bell Hood, Howard became convinced that the Southern general would attack. At both Ezra Church and Jonesboro, Howard’s army won easy victories.

When Sherman marched from Atlanta for Savannah in November 1864, he assigned Howard command of the right wing of the army. Howard’s men carried out the assault that ensured the capture of Savannah, after which Howard was appointed brigadier general in the regular army. In the Carolinas, Howard’s army impressed all with the rapidity of its movement over flooded swamp country. Although Howard publicly justified the harsh treatment meted out to Southerners during the march, he attempted to keep a check on gratuitous violence. At Columbia, for instance, when much of the city was in flames, he organized firefighting efforts, brought in regiments to control looters, and provided rations for the destitute citizens. Following the army’s departure from Columbia, Howard became concerned over the misbehavior of Union forces, in part for the detrimental effects that such depredations had on the discipline of his entire army. In North Carolina, Howard’s army fought at Bentonville and Goldsboro. When Sherman negotiated surrender terms with Joseph E. Johnston on April 18, 1865, Howard was present. Brevetted major general in the regular army, Howard was also a prominent figure in the Grand Review of the Union armies in Washington, D.C., on May 24, 1865.

Throughout the war, Howard won the admiration of his men for his great personal bravery. He also attracted attention for his churchgoing and puritanical ways—he opposed profanity, drinking, and gambling. Some admirers characterized Howard as “the Christian general.” Skeptics called him “Old Prayer Book.” Certainly Howard saw more than his share of battle and was, in Sherman’s opinion at least, the consummate team player.

Howard’s straightlaced demeanor led President Andrew Johnson to appoint him as head of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands in May 1865. While in this post, Howard championed African Americans in various ways. In 1867 he became the key figure in the establishment of one of the earliest black institutions of higher education, Howard University, which was named in his honor; he served as its first president until 1874. Howard also played an active role in the settlement of the last remaining frontier, campaigning against Cochise’s Apaches in 1872, the Nez Perces in 1877, and the Bannocks and Paiutes in 1878. After various peacetime assignments, including superintendent of West Point (1881–1882) and promotion to major general (1886), Howard retired from active duty in 1894. He died in Burlington, Vermont, on October 26, 1909.
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Maryland

INTRODUCTION

Maryland, located in the Middle Atlantic region, was a slaveholding border state with an 1860 population of 599,680. Maryland borders Pennsylvania to the north, Virginia and the District of Columbia to the south, West Virginia to the west, and Delaware and Chesapeake Bay to the east. Because of Maryland’s proximity to both the District of Columbia and Virginia, the state had great strategic importance. Also, Maryland’s location at the northern end of the Shenandoah Valley provided ready access to invading forces from the south.

By 1861, Maryland was practically two states. In the eastern part of the state, which had deep cultural, social, and economic ties to the South, pro-Confederate sentiments ran high. In western and west-central Maryland, most Marylanders were pro-Union. Slavery did exist in Maryland, but it was mainly confined to the large tobacco plantations located on the Atlantic Coastal Plain. Industrially, Maryland’s largest city, Baltimore, offered a wide array of both small and large firms and shipbuilding facilities, which aided the Union war effort. The rest of the state was not highly industrialized but did provide food by way of agricultural production.

As the secession crisis loomed in early 1861, Maryland governor Thomas H. Hicks, who sought neutrality for his state, postponed calling the state assembly into session, fearing that the body might push for a secession convention. The ploy worked, and the pro-Confederate faction in the assembly was unable to muster enough support to push for secession. Meanwhile, President Abraham Lincoln worked valiantly to keep Maryland in the Union camp. This was absolutely essential to the eventual Northern victory, because a Confederate-held Maryland would have meant that Washington, D.C., would have been completely surrounded by Confederate territory, making defense of the capital city untenable.

Lincoln’s quest to keep Maryland in the Union did not begin well, as the first serious bloodshed of the Civil War occurred in Baltimore on April 19. As the 6th Massachusetts Militia marched through the city on its way to Washington, a riot broke out, fueled by angry pro-Confederates who began hurling stones at the Union troops. Before long the troops fired into the mob, killing 12 civilians and wounding many others. Four Union troops also lost their lives in the Baltimore Riot. The event galvanized pro-Southern Marylanders and led the federal government to treat Baltimore and Maryland as occupied territory. The riot also served to convince many Southerners of Union guile, and Arkansas and Tennessee both cited it as a reason for their secession, which occurred on May 6 and 7, respectively.

After the riot, Brigadier General Benjamin F. Butler moved Union troops to the heights overlooking Baltimore, where a large number of Union troops remained for the duration of the war. The federal government suspended the writ of habeas corpus in Maryland, and individuals with suspicious loyalties were arrested and held at Fort McHenry. Included among them were Baltimore’s police chief and mayor as well as 19 state legislators. From the spring of 1861 on, the federal government essentially ran Maryland’s state government apparatus, and pro-Unionists were placed in strategic state positions.

As in Kentucky, the Civil War became a conflict of father against son, brother against brother, and neighbor against neighbor. Of the estimated 85,000 Marylanders who took up arms during the war, some 60,000 joined the Union ranks. The remainder went south to take up the Confederate cause. In all, Marylanders served in 22 infantry regiments, 6 cavalry regiments, 6 light artillery regiments, and 1 heavy artillery regiment. A good many Union troops remained on home guard duty, as the Lincoln administration wanted to keep Maryland’s defenses robust in the face of likely Confederate offensives. Toward the end of the war, however, more and more Maryland troops were called upon to serve farther south.

Maryland was the scene of numerous battles and skirmishes. In 1862, Confederate troops under General Robert E. Lee invaded the state. Fierce fighting occurred around South Mountain, and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) near Sharpsburg was the bloodiest single day of the entire war, with 4,710 dead, 18,440 wounded, and 3,043 reported missing on the two sides. Lee’s men stood firm, but overwhelming Union numbers forced their withdrawal south into Virginia.

Two years later, Confederate forces again menaced Maryland during Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). As part of the plan, Early demanded and received a payment of $20,000 from Hagerstown, Maryland, and $200,000 from the residents of Frederick. He had threatened to bombard the cities if they failed to comply. At Monocacy on July 9, a pitched battle resulted in a Union withdrawal east toward Baltimore. Early’s troops drove as far east as Silver Spring, only a few miles from Washington, D.C. Noting the stoutness of Union defenses near the capital, however, Early called off the assault on Washington, but the Confederate thrust nevertheless greatly unnerved the Lincoln administration and led to the shifting of troops there from the Army of the Potomac driving on Richmond.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Annapolis, Maryland

Capital city of Maryland and seat of Anne Arundel County located along the Chesapeake Bay at the mouth of the Severn River some 30 miles southeast of Washington, D.C., and 26 miles south of Baltimore. In 1860 with a population of 4,659 (including 300 at the U.S. Naval Academy), Annapolis was among the smallest of the state capitals. The first European settlement at the mouth of the Severn River was established in 1649 by English Puritans who had been banished from Virginia. The area was continuously settled from that date onward.

In 1694, Annapolis became the capital of the Maryland Colony; it was formally incorporated as a town in 1708. During the colonial era, Annapolis became wealthy owing to the predominance of tobacco plantations in eastern Maryland and a brisk shipping and shipbuilding trade. The city retained its wealth during the early republic, and in 1786 it was host to the Annapolis Convention, which set the stage for the 1787 Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.

When the Civil War began in 1861, the U.S. government moved quickly to bolster both the sea and land defenses of Annapolis. A makeshift prison camp for captured Confederate soldiers was established in Annapolis by 1862, but it was soon relocated to an area just west of town. The prison was informally known as Camp Parole. Annapolis was also home to a large hospital located on the grounds of the Naval Academy, which treated several thousand soldiers—both Union and Confederate—between 1861 and 1865. Also, the city became the site of a national cemetery.

Because Annapolis was so close to Virginia, in the spring of 1861 the U.S. government decided to temporarily relocate the U.S. Naval Academy to Newport, Rhode Island. On May 9, 1861, the steamer Baltic and the frigate Constitution arrived at Newport with the naval academy’s entire faculty, staff, and midshipmen on board. The Constitution, along with a local leased hotel, served as barracks and classrooms during the war. In the meantime, the facilities at Annapolis were pressed into service as an army post.

Pro-Confederate sympathies ran high in Annapolis and the surrounding area, as many individuals there identified both economically and culturally with the slaveholding South. The U.S. government ensured that would-be Confederate rebels in the city would be kept in check by suspending the writ of habeas corpus throughout the state and by garrisoning the area with a sizable number of state and federal troops. The city generally prospered during the war, as its economy was heavily tilted toward maritime activities and seaborne trade.
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Baltimore, Maryland

Port city located on Maryland’s Patapsco River, an arm of the Chesapeake Bay, some 40 miles to the northeast of Washington, D.C. In 1860 Baltimore was the nation’s largest industrial city south of Philadelphia and the third most populous city in the United States, with 212,478 people. Some 50,000 free blacks made up the nation’s greatest concentration of nonwhites. Although a border state, Maryland was also a slave state, the secession of which would have left the U.S. capital surrounded by Confederate territory. Baltimore claimed the first Civil War casualties and became the first battlefield and the first Union-occupied city. Many northerners viewed Baltimore as a largely Confederate stronghold, and its population remained deeply divided until the war’s end.

Following President Abraham Lincoln’s call to suppress the rebellion that began in April 1861, the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel Edward F. Jones, was summoned to protect the nation’s capital. It departed Boston by train and arrived at Baltimore’s President Street Station early on April 19. There was no way to directly connect with the city’s other main train station, however, and so Jones attempted to march his regiment to the closest link at Camden Station. Cars were uncoupled, hitched to horse teams, and pulled through the streets. As they progressed along Pratt Street, armed Confederate sympathizers attacked, sparking the Baltimore Riots, which killed 4 soldiers and 12 civilians.

Thereafter, Mayor George W. Brown, who supported the South, ordered the burning of northern railroad bridges leading into Baltimore to prevent further violence. On April 20 the city began a period of armed neutrality, hauling down the U.S. flag and replacing it with Maryland’s state flag. Union troops, including the soldiers who had been attacked on April 19, returned to Baltimore on May 13 and occupied the city, invoking martial law and suppressing pro-Confederate activities. Quickly and silently they occupied Federal Hill, the highest point, and pointed their largest artillery pieces toward the city’s downtown area.

Historians have largely overlooked the significance of the Union’s bloodless conquest. It took Baltimore out of the war as far as the Confederacy was concerned, strengthened Maryland’s Unionists, and likely transferred battle lines from the Susquehanna River to the Potomac River. Arguably, this action saved the state and possibly the Union itself. Maryland remained under direct federal administration until the war’s end. Meanwhile, Mayor Brown, the city council, and the police commissioner were all arrested and briefly imprisoned at Fort McHenry.

Throughout the conflict, Baltimore’s railroads, shipping industry, and other factories became a major part of the Union’s war machine. Meanwhile, Maryland’s U.S. military enlistments outnumbered those of the Confederacy by three to one.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Carroll

Redoubt situated on a 3.4-acre man-made island in the Patapsco River off Hawkins Point immediately to the south of Baltimore. Fort Carroll was planned principally to defend the entrance to Baltimore Harbor and replace the aging Fort McHenry. The Key Bridge is situated only a few hundred yards downstream. The large hexagonal-shaped Fort Carroll was named in 1850 after Charles Carroll, the last surviving signer of the Declaration of Independence. Construction actually began in 1848 but would take decades to complete; indeed, by 1861, the outer walls were only half the planned height of 40 feet above mean water level. The artificial island was created atop a large sandbar and was built up using some 50,000 tons of large granite blocks quarried in New England and shipped to Baltimore. This feature was quite similar to the larger Fort Sumter, located in Charleston Harbor, which was also built atop a man-made island. Fort Carroll’s outer walls and ramparts were also constructed of New England granite.

In 1861 when the Civil War began, Fort Carroll’s walls were only about 15–20 feet above mean water level and about 10 feet thick. The original design had called for a total of 225 heavy guns situated on three levels, but in 1861 only one level had been completed, and even that was not 100 percent complete. Indeed, only five gun casemates were finished, and two of these actually mounted guns in 1861. Later that year, the Union Army hurriedly outfitted the partially built fort with 30 guns and maintained a small garrison there to protect Baltimore Harbor. In the spring of 1864 heavy rains flooded Fort Carroll’s powder magazine, which forced the relocation of the redoubt’s ammunition and powder to nearby Fort McHenry. For the remainder of the war, Fort Carroll was essentially out of commission.

After the war, repairs and further construction were undertaken on the fort, but it never reached the size and scale called for in the original plans. During the 1898 Spanish-American War, Fort Carroll’s gun batteries were again manned, although they were by then largely obsolete. The army now decided to construct three new and modern heavy gun batteries, which were operational by 1900. During World War I, the batteries were removed and relocated to nearby Fort Howard. Fort Carroll was officially decommissioned in 1921; during World War II, it was used briefly as a firing range. The U.S. government sold the island and the fort to a private party in 1958, but nothing has been done since to restore or stabilize the structure. Today, Fort Carroll is abandoned and badly deteriorated.
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Fort McHenry

Fort located on the western side of the entrance to Baltimore Harbor in Maryland that withstood a withering British naval bombardment during September 13–14, 1814, in the War of 1812. It was this bombardment that prompted Francis Scott Key to write The Star-Spangled Banner, a poem that was eventually transformed into the national anthem of the United States. Built between 1794 and 1803, Fort McHenry, located on Locust Point peninsula, was constructed as the chief defense for the inner harbor of Baltimore. It was part of a defensive system built in the aftermath of the American Revolutionary War to protect important ports on the eastern coast of the United States from enemy attack.

The five-point, star-shaped Fort McHenry occupied some 43 acres of land. Designed by John Jacob Ulrich Rivoli and built of masonry and dirt fill, the fort was based on French military construction made popular by the plans of French master of fortification Marshal Sébastien Vauban, which were in vogue at the end of the 17th century. A V-shaped structure protected the fort’s entrance from direct attack, while a dry moat surrounding the entire fort was designed as a shelter from which troops might defend the fort from a land attack. Fort McHenry was named in honor of James McHenry, the third U.S. secretary of war.

After the War of 1812, various improvements and additions were made to Fort McHenry, including a second story to the enlisted men’s barracks, two new guardhouses, new gates, and updated heavy guns. Fort McHenry served as the main defense of Baltimore until 1848, when Fort Carroll was constructed. During the Civil War, Fort McHenry served chiefly as a military prison for Confederate prisoners and civilians suspected of being Confederate sympathizers. Among those temporarily interned there were the mayor of Baltimore and several city council members. Meanwhile, the redoubt’s guns were aimed at Baltimore in an attempt to maintain Union control over the divided city.

In 1925 the U.S. Congress made Fort McHenry and its grounds a national park. In 1939, the U.S. government designated Fort McHenry a National Monument and Historic Shrine.
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Fort Washington

Military redoubt located along the Potomac River several miles south of Washington, D.C. Fort Washington is situated across the river from Mount Vernon, Virginia, and was designed to protect the southern approaches to the capital city. Fort Washington is made of locally quarried stone and masonry. Inside its large courtyard were located barracks, officers’ quarters, commandant’s quarters, a kitchen, storage buildings, and a powder magazine. Completed in 1824, the structure that still stands today was built atop the site of an older redoubt, known as Fort Warburton. That redoubt, built in 1809, was destroyed by its own garrison in August 1814 as the British advanced up the Potomac toward Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812. Later that same year reconstruction on the fort began, but it was halted in 1815 for financial reasons. Work began again several years later, and the new fort was completed in 1824 at a total cost of $426,000, not including armaments. The work was further strengthened in 1840.

Until the Civil War, Fort Washington was the only defensive installation protecting Washington, D.C., apart from the Washington Arsenal, which had only a few guns. In 1861, Fort Washington was outfitted with several Rodman and Parrott guns. A permanent garrison was stationed at Fort Washington between 1861 and 1865, although the redoubt was never directly threatened by the Confederates. In the early part of the conflict, the garrison consisted of companies of the 1st and 4th U.S. Artillery Regiment; as the war dragged on, the garrison was increasingly made up of state artillery units.

After the war, a small garrison remained at Fort Washington until 1872. New gun emplacements and a powder magazine were added between 1873 and 1875, and four new Rodman guns were installed before funding was halted in 1875. The post remained abandoned until 1891, when the site was modernized with eight new concrete batteries. By the time of World War I, however, those guns had been relocated. During 1917–1918, Fort Washington was used as a staging area for troops being sent overseas. The fort was again abandoned in 1939 and turned over to the Interior Department but was pressed into service once more during World War II, when it served as an army officers’ school and hospital. It has been under the control of the National Park Service since 1946.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Booth, John Wilkes (1838–1865)

Professional actor and President Abraham Lincoln’s assassin. John Wilkes Booth was born on April 26, 1838, in Bel Air, Maryland. He decided as a young man to pursue an acting career, and by the age of 17 he had made his national debut. Considered a talented actor, Booth toured much of the nation in road shows. As he honed his dramatic skills, he also seemed to grow emotionally unstable. By the late 1850s, Booth had become a fierce secessionist who believed that the South was being systematically oppressed and persecuted by Northern interests. So fixated was he on this thinking that even many Southerners found his obsession off-putting. In 1858 Booth joined a Virginia militia unit known as the Richmond Grays, which was activated during John Brown’s Harpers Ferry Raid (October 16–18, 1859). Booth’s hatred of Brown’s extreme abolitionism led him to witness Brown’s execution by hanging that December.

As the Civil War progressed, Booth continued to act, but as Union victories multiplied after 1863, his behavior became ever more strange and incomprehensible. It is quite likely that Booth was mentally ill by 1865. In the late spring of 1864, Booth gave up his acting career and became something of a drifter. By late 1864, he began consorting with Mary Surratt and her son John, who was a Confederate spy. They ran a boardinghouse not far from the White House in Washington, D.C.

Soon enough, Booth hatched a plot to ambush Lincoln’s coach, kidnap the president, transport him to the South, and ransom him for Confederate prisoners. Booth attracted a small retinue of followers and conspirators, but an attempt to kidnap Lincoln on March 17, 1865, was called off at the last moment. Increasingly delusional, Booth now plotted a group assassination against Lincoln and some of his cabinet members. On April 14, 1865, Booth, acting alone, stole into Ford’s Theatre in Washington, made his way to the presidential box, and shot Lincoln in the head in front of his horrified wife and several other spectators. Lincoln died the following morning.

Booth broke his left leg as he leapt from the box to the stage below during his getaway, but he managed to escape and for a time eluded a small army of Federals bent on tracking him down. Finally, on April 25, 1865, after an 11-day dragnet, Booth was discovered hiding in a barn on Richard H. Garrett’s farm just south of Port Royal in northeastern Virginia. The Union soldiers demanded that Booth surrender. When he refused, they set the barn on fire. As he sought to escape the flames, Booth was shot and killed by Sergeant Boston Corbett.
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Bradford, Augustus Williamson (1806–1881)

Lawyer and governor of Maryland. Augustus Williamson Bradford was born on January 9, 1802, in Bel Air, Maryland. He graduated from St. Mary’s College in 1824. Bradford subsequently read for the law and began a legal practice in his hometown. He then became involved in state Whig politics and made clear his pro-Union sympathies. Amid the growing secession emergency, Maryland governor Thomas Hicks appointed Bradford a delegate to the February 1861 Washington Peace Conference, a last-ditch effort to avert war. During the talks Bradford consistently advocated for the preservation of the Union, but in the end the meeting did not avert complete secession and civil war.

With the support of outgoing governor Hicks and running on the Union Party ticket, Bradford easily captured the governor’s seat in the autumn 1861 election. He took office in January 1862, facing myriad problems. His most difficult task, which plagued his tenure for the duration of the war, was reconciling the rights of Maryland and its citizens with the national dictates emanating from Washington. This tightrope act was made much more difficult because of the strong undercurrent of pro-Confederate sympathies in parts of the state. Bradford successfully negotiated the release of prosecessionist state legislators who had been jailed by federal authorities but found himself sometimes at odds with Washington over the use of Union troops to police local or state issues.

Because of his state’s strategic proximity to Washington, Bradford worked hard to provide adequate defenses, particularly during Confederate forays into the middle and western parts of Maryland. He often called for extra state volunteers and mobilized the state militia when Maryland was threatened or invaded. During one such action in the summer of 1864, Confederate troops burned to the ground his personal home, located outside Baltimore. Bradford also had to deal with a large influx of runaway slaves, which caused tensions among Maryland slave owners, but in 1864 the governor embraced emancipation in the new state constitution, which forbade the institution.

Bradford left office in January 1866. He was exhausted, but his many efforts helped guide Maryland through the political and social minefields of the Civil War. From 1866 until 1869, he was surveyor of the Port of Baltimore. Bradford eventually returned to his law practice before dying on March 1, 1881, in Baltimore.
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Carroll, Anna Ella (1815–1893)

Writer, political adviser, and military strategist for the Union during the Civil War. Anna Ella Carroll was born on August 29, 1815, in Somerset County, Maryland, into a well-to-do and prominent family with strong Southern leanings. Her father, Thomas King Carroll, served as governor of Maryland. Although she did not receive much formal institutional education, the bright and inquisitive Carroll learned the art of politics from her father and was widely read, reportedly having devoured every book in her father’s large library.

Although Carroll grew up on Kingston Hall, her family’s plantation that employed slave labor, at a young age she became a devoted abolitionist and worked tirelessly for the American Colonization Society, which sought to resettle African Americans in West Africa. In the meantime Carroll turned to writing, in which she had formidable talents. She became involved in many endeavors, including the promotion of a transcontinental railway and writing for the Whig Party in the 1850s. Soon she was a regular contributor to newspapers across the country, writing on subjects as diverse as political corruption and a controversial U.S. Navy reorganization scheme in the mid-1850s. Her success was all the more remarkable because she was a woman, writing at a time in which women were not expected to have such sophisticated opinions on so many subjects.

Initially unimpressed with Abraham Lincoln, Carroll nevertheless decided to support him when he was elected president in November 1860. As the Civil War progressed, she wrote many articles in support of the Union cause and of Lincoln. Many Marylanders credit her with helping to keep that state loyal to the Union, something that Lincoln very much wanted and needed.

Lincoln, cognizant of Carroll’s keen intellect and persuasive writing powers, frequently called on her for advice and to enlist her support for various causes. Indeed, Carroll authored a pamphlet titled The War Powers of the Government to help explain Lincoln’s wartime decisions and the powers that the federal government possessed in times of emergency. Before long, Carroll had become a close friend and confidant to the president.

Early in the war Carroll traveled to the western theater, ostensibly to visit relatives in Missouri, but she was also charged with sizing up the area and offering ideas on ways in which to defeat the Confederates in that theater of war. Her mission was never publicly acknowledged at the time, for it would have been anathema for a woman to be offering up military strategy. As a result of her visit, Carroll recommended that the Tennessee River, rather than the Mississippi River, be the main conduit for a Union offensive. Her advice helped convince the War Department to approve such a course, which resulted in the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862 and ultimately the successful capture of Vicksburg in July 1863.

Carroll never received recognition for her work during the war, but many years later Congress did issue a proclamation thanking her for her service and appropriating a pension of $50 per month. In the meantime, she continued to write and serve as an advocate for a variety of social and reform issues. Carroll died in Washington, D.C., on February 19, 1893. Most tellingly, Edwin Stanton, Lincoln’s secretary of war, said of Carroll that “Her course was the most remarkable in the war. She got no pay and did the great work that made others famous.”
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Hicks, Thomas Holliday (1798–1865)

Maryland governor and U.S. senator. Thomas Holliday Hicks was born on September 2, 1798, in Dorchester County, Maryland. He acquired little formal education in county schools but nevertheless had a distinguished career in public service. Before becoming governor of Maryland, Hicks served as the sheriff of Dorchester County (1824), a state assemblyman (1830–1838), a member of both the state electoral college (1836) and the Governor’s Council (1837), and the Dorchester County registrar of wills (1838–1851, 1855–1861). He began his political career as a Democrat, then switched to the Whig Party, and subsequently became an adherent of the Know-Nothing Party. Later still he ran on the Union Party ticket and embraced Republicanism shortly before his death.

During the winter of 1860–1861, Hicks hoped that cooperation between the border states could preserve the Union. He resisted pressure to assemble the state legislature, fearful that it favored secession based on that governing body’s voting record in its previous session.

Hicks’s effort to keep Maryland neutral in the Civil War, however, was challenged by the Baltimore Riots. On April 19, 1861, Southern sympathizers attacked Union troops passing through Baltimore en route to Washington, D.C., resulting in the deaths of 12 Marylanders and 4 Union soldiers. Hicks subsequently urged President Abraham Lincoln not to send any more troops through the state. Hicks also allowed the burning of bridges and railroads around Baltimore, cutting off access to the city in order to prevent further violence against Union soldiers.

Hicks convened the state legislature on April 26, 1861, but moved it from Annapolis to Frederick, a pro-Union area. Most legislators opposed secession, but they criticized Lincoln’s war policies as violations of state sovereignty. Hicks ignored these complaints, helped the federal government cut off aid from Maryland to the Confederacy, and organized the state’s Union Party. He left the governor’s office in January 1862.

In late December 1862, Maryland governor Augustus W. Bradford appointed Hicks to the U.S. Senate to fill the vacancy caused by the death of James Pearce. In the Senate, Hicks accepted the abolition of slavery (but not black equality), served on the Committee of Naval Affairs, supported Lincoln’s 1864 reelection, and usually voted with Republicans. Hicks died in Baltimore on February 13, 1865, from an infection following an amputation.
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Tubman, Harriet (ca. 1820–1913)

Noted abolitionist and women’s rights leader. Named Araminta Ross at her birth around 1820 in Bucktown, Maryland, Harriet Tubman was the daughter of two full-blooded African slaves. She used her mother’s name, Harriet, rather than the name her master had given her. Tubman began work as a household servant by the age of 6. Later her master hired her out, and she worked as a weaver, a maid, and a field hand. Several of her employers beat her, and when she was 12 years old she was struck in the head by a weight thrown by an overseer after she had stepped between him and the slave he was attempting to punish. As a result, she suffered from narcolepsy for the rest of her life. She eventually returned to work for her owner and married a free black man, John Tubman, in 1844.

When her master died in 1849, Harriet Tubman realized that she would soon be sold, and she decided to escape. A sympathetic white neighbor gave her the location of a safe house along the Underground Railroad. With assistance Tubman reached Philadelphia, where she met abolitionist leaders and decided to help more slaves reach freedom.
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Hailed as “the Moses of her people” because of her courageous rescues of hundreds of slaves on the Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman was a living symbol of the resistance of African Americans to slavery in the United States. (Library of Congress)

After two years working in Philadelphia, Tubman used her savings to finance her first trip to the South to liberate family members and other slaves. When Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850, she moved her relatives to St. Catharines in Ontario, Canada, to prevent their reenslavement. She continued to journey to the South to free slaves, making a total of 19 forays between 1850 and 1860 and guiding an estimated 300 slaves, including her parents, to freedom. The trips were funded by donations from abolitionists and her own earnings.

Each journey was a hazardous venture. Tubman and the escaping slaves had to travel by night and evade pursuing slave owners. Slaveholders offered a $40,000 reward for Tubman’s death or capture; however, her deep religious and antislavery convictions caused her to persist. She also lectured frequently on abolition and women’s rights.

By the start of the Civil War in 1861, Tubman and her parents were living in Auburn, New York. Massachusetts governor John Andrew asked her to aid the Union cause, and she accompanied Union troops to coastal South Carolina. There she acted as a scout and spy, obtaining information from slaves and relaying it to Union officers. She also cared for sick and wounded soldiers.

The federal government refused to compensate Tubman for her services until 1897, when she was awarded a monthly pension of $20. She returned home to find that her parents had lost their farm because of their inability to pay the mortgage. She continued to reside in Auburn and, following the death of her first husband, married Nelson Davis in 1869. She continued to work for women’s rights and founded a home to care for the town’s poor elderly blacks. Tubman died on March 10, 1913, in Auburn, New York.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Buchanan, Franklin (1800–1874)

Confederate naval officer. Born in Baltimore, Maryland, on September 17, 1800, Franklin Buchanan began his naval career as a midshipman on January 18, 1815, going to sea on the frigate Java under Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. Buchanan was promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825, and to commander on September 8, 1841. Especially interested in technological innovation and in improved education for midshipmen, he became a strong advocate of steam propulsion and was the first superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, which opened in 1845. Although his tenure was short, Buchanan put the school on a solid footing by obtaining appropriations for its physical facilities, hiring capable instructors, and winning approval from the U.S. Navy’s Board of Examiners. Buchanan saw action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) in 1847 at Tuxpan and Tabasco. He then commanded the steam frigate Susquehanna, flagship for Commodore Matthew Perry’s 1853 expedition to Japan, and became the first American officer to set foot on Japanese soil when he presented the president’s letter to the emperor’s representatives. Promoted to captain on September 14, 1855, in 1859 Buchanan took command of the Washington Navy Yard.

With the secession crisis of 1861, Buchanan, believing that Maryland was on the verge of leaving the Union, tendered his resignation on April 22. When his state failed to secede, he attempted to retract the letter, but Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles dismissed him. Buchanan then joined the embryonic Confederate Navy with the rank of captain. His first posting was as chief of the Bureau of Orders and Details, an office that gave him substantial responsibility in personnel assignments. Buchanan was soon engaged in establishing defenses along the Potomac River and on the approaches to Richmond.

To offset the North’s overwhelming numerical advantage in warships, Buchanan advocated the construction of ironclads. Pushing ahead the conversion of the wooden steam frigate Merrimack to the ironclad Virginia, he detailed some of his most capable officers to the project. On February 24, 1862, Buchanan personally assumed command of the Chesapeake Bay Squadron, flying his flag in the Virginia. Learning of the construction of John Ericsson’s Monitor, Buchanan resolved on an immediate sortie before that warship could reinforce the Union blockading squadron in Hampton Roads.

On March 8, 1862, Buchanan first attacked the U.S. Navy frigate Cumberland, ramming and sinking it. He then forced the Union frigate Congress aground. When the Congress struck its colors, Buchanan attempted to take possession, but as he was directing from the Virginia the efforts of a boarding party, rifle fire from Union troops ashore wounded a number of his men. Furious, Buchanan ordered the destruction of the Congress. Recklessly exposing himself topside, Buchanan was hit in the left thigh by a musket ball. The wound was so serious that he was compelled to relinquish command of the Virginia and thus missed the historic battle the following day against the Monitor.

While Buchanan convalesced, the grateful Confederate Congress in Richmond promoted him to rear admiral on August 21, 1862, for “gallant and meritorious conduct,” making him the top officer in the Confederate Navy. Indeed, he was the first of only two Southern officers to hold that rank (the other being Raphael Semmes). The next month Buchanan took command of the naval defenses of Mobile. There he helped prepare the cruiser Florida for its productive foray against Union merchant shipping. Buchanan also aided the builders of the privately financed submarine H. L. Hunley, which was transported overland to Charleston after its completion. With characteristic energy, Buchanan directed the arming of CSS Tennessee, which was under construction at Selma. He commissioned the ram—the most powerful warship to see action under the Confederate flag—on February 16, 1864. Buchanan contemplated an early attack on Union rear admiral David G. Farragut’s blockading fleet, but this plan miscarried when the deep-draft ironclad ran aground.

Instead, when Farragut forced his way past the outer defenses of Mobile Bay on August 5, 1864, the powerful Union fleet of 14 wooden warships and 4 monitors quickly routed the 3 wooden Confederate gunboats, leaving Buchanan in the ironclad to fight one of the most mismatched naval engagements in history. Hoping to ram, Buchanan steered directly toward Farragut’s flagship, the steam sloop Hartford, but this impulsive act took the Tennessee away from the covering fire of Fort Morgan. The ironclad was quickly assailed by the entire Union force. Rammed three times by Union vessels, the slow-moving Confederate ship was also pummeled by Union gunfire, which knocked down the smokestack and slashed the exposed chains for the steering gear and for the armored plates covering the gun ports. Unable to either steer or fight with his vessel and suffering a broken leg, Buchanan surrendered after an hour’s contest.

Buchanan was soon exchanged and promptly reassigned to Mobile. He reached Alabama only as the Confederacy disintegrated and participated in the surrender of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana on May 8, 1865. Following the war, Buchanan returned to his native Maryland, dying in Talbot County, Maryland on May 11, 1874.

As a leader, Buchanan earned the admiration of his men for his bravery—they affectionately nicknamed him “Old Buck.” His farsightedness in pushing the conversion of the Merrimack ensured him a place among the first ranks of naval innovators, and his skillful handling of the unwieldy Virginia earned him high marks for daring combat leadership. However, as evidenced by the Battle of Mobile Bay, Buchanan’s principal failing lay in his impetuosity and fiery temper.
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Ord, Edward Otho Cresap (1818–1883)

Union officer. Born on October 18, 1818, in Cumberland, Maryland, Edward Otho Cresap Ord moved to Washington, D.C., with his family as a young boy. Educated both locally and at home, he secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and graduated with the class of 1839. Commissioned an artillery officer, Ord was sent to Florida, where he fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). Following that service, he distinguished himself at various western frontier posts, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1841 and to captain in 1850. While assigned to the artillery school at Fort Monroe, Virginia, in 1859, Ord participated in the operation that captured John Brown at Harpers Ferry. Returning to the West Coast in 1860, Ord was serving in the 3rd U.S. Artillery Regiment stationed at San Francisco upon the beginning of the Civil War.

On September 14, 1861, Ord was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers and transferred to Washington, D.C. He took command of a brigade in the Army of the Potomac on October 3. Ord led a successful assault against Confederate brigadier general J. E. B. Stuart at Dranesville, Virginia, on December 20, 1861. Ord went on to command a division in Major General Irvin McDowell’s corps during the early stages of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Promoted to major general of volunteers on May 2, 1862, Ord was then assigned to the Army of the Tennessee in the western theater. He arrived in time to witness the Confederate evacuation of Corinth, Mississippi, and took command of that city on June 22.

Ord subsequently participated in the Battle of Iuka (September 12, 1862) and the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) and was severely wounded at Hatchie River near Pocahontas, Tennessee, while pursuing Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn’s forces retreating from Corinth. In June 1863 Ord returned to duty, replacing Major General John A. McClernand as commander of XIII Corps during the July siege of Jackson, Mississippi.

In August 1863, Ord was transferred to the Department of the Gulf and fought in Louisiana. The following spring, he was ordered east and served in the Department of West Virginia but remained there less than a month after being relieved of command at his own request in April 1864. In July he assumed command of XVIII Corps, Army of the James, and then engaged in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). While in command of XVIII Corps, Ord was seriously wounded again on September 29 during the attack on the Confederate positions at Fort Harrison near Richmond, for which he received the regular army brevet to major general. Upon recovery from his wounds and after returning to the field on January 8, 1865, Ord commanded the Army of the James. He remained in this position until the end of the war and was present during General Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

Ord remained with the army after the war and, following the army reorganization of 1866, was appointed a brigadier general in the regular army and held a number of important departmental commands. He was retired in 1880 and the following year was promoted to major general on the retired list. Ord died in Havana, Cuba, on July 22, 1883, from yellow fever, which he had contracted while visiting Veracruz.
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Steuart, George Hume (1828–1903)

Confederate officer. George Hume Steuart was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on August 24, 1828. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848 and was commissioned in the 2nd Dragoons. Steuart was promoted to first lieutenant in the new 1st Cavalry on March 3, 1855, and to captain on December 20, 1855. Most of his service was on the western frontier.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Steuart resigned his U.S. Army commission on April 22, 1861. He was commissioned a captain of cavalry in the Confederate Army on March 16, 1861, and was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 1st Maryland Infantry on June 17. Steuart saw combat at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), when he commanded the regiment. He was promoted to colonel to rank from July 21 and appointed brigadier general effective March 6, 1862.

Assigned to Major General Richard S. Ewell’s division in the Valley District during April and May 1862, in June Steuart took command of a brigade in II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia and took part in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Steuart was seriously wounded in the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862).

Following a protracted recovery, from May 1863 to May 1864 “Maryland” Steuart, as he came to be known, commanded a brigade in Major General Edward Johnson’s Division, II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. Steuart was wounded in the arm at Payne’s Farm, Virginia, on November 27, 1863, during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2). Taken prisoner on May 12 at Spotsylvania, Virginia, he was exchanged on August 3.

For the remainder of the war, Steuart commanded a brigade in Major General George E. Pickett’s division of I Corps. Steuart took part in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). He was paroled at Appomattox on April 9 and pardoned on November 26, 1865.

After the war Steuart became a farmer in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. He was also for many years commander of the Maryland division of the United Confederate Veterans. Steuart died at South River, Maryland, on November 22, 1903.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Baltimore Riots (April 19–May 13, 1861)

Anti-Union unrest in Baltimore, Maryland, at the start of the Civil War. Maryland, a border state, held strong secessionist sentiments. While President Abraham Lincoln was en route to his March 1861 inauguration, information was discovered about a plot to assassinate him in Baltimore, and the president-elect was essentially smuggled through the city in order to reach Washington, D.C. The federal capital was in fact surrounded by pro-Southern states, causing concerns for the safety of the seat of government.

With the beginning of the war on April 12, 1861, at Fort Sumter, South Carolina, anti-Union sentiments in Baltimore grew stronger. Although the Civil War had now already begun, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas—all slave states—-had not yet seceded from the Union. Four other border states—Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, and Kentucky—were undeclared at this point. Virginia seceded on April 17, but other states delayed a decision.

Following the first shots of the Civil War, Lincoln called for troops to provide security for the federal capital. A week later on April 19, the 6th Massachusetts Regiment arrived in Baltimore from Pennsylvania on its way to Washington. Traveling with it were 10 companies of the Washington Brigade of Philadelphia. The Pennsylvania troops, at this point unarmed and without uniforms, were proceeding with the 6th Massachusetts for protection. In all, there were 1,800 Union troops in Baltimore.

At the time, there was no direct train connection between the railway stations in the inner city of Baltimore. Because the soldiers had to be transported between stations, cars were pulled through the streets by horses along Pratt Street to the Camden Street depot.
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Depiction of the attack on the 6th Massachusetts Regiment by secessionists at Baltimore, Maryland, April 19, 1861. Steel engraving, ca. 1862. (Library of Congress)

The troops arrived in Baltimore at noon on April 19 and were met by a crowd of secessionists, who tried to prevent them from reaching Washington, D.C. Throngs of civilians stopped the convoy of horse-drawn carriages and began throwing stones and sticks and breaking store windows, finally forcing the troops to march on the streets. The soldiers, in turn, opened fire on the crowd while trying to find protection in the train station. In the process, the unarmed troops became separated from the armed regiment.

Baltimore police were called to assist with crowd control while the soldiers boarded the train. During their escape from the rioting crowds, the Union troops left behind their equipment, including the marching band’s musical instruments. The incident claimed the lives of 12 civilians and 4 soldiers. Many more were injured.

Disturbances continued over the next days. Supporters of the Confederacy damaged the telegraph wires to Washington, effectively cutting the capital off from the rest of the country. Occasional brawls and skirmishes between the police and citizens continued for weeks after the incident. Unrest did not effectively end until May 13, when Union forces occupied Baltimore in strength.

In the aftermath of the Baltimore Riots, the Maryland government destroyed rail bridges to prevent Union troops from entering Baltimore and prohibited Union troops from passing through the state. Baltimore mayor George William Brown and Maryland governor Thomas Hicks requested of President Lincoln that in the future troops be transported through Annapolis to avoid confrontations such as that which had occurred in Baltimore.

After the Baltimore rioting, the Pennsylvania government dispatched militia to protect the rail lines between Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. Union troops, including the soldiers who had been attacked on April 19, returned on May 13 and occupied Baltimore, imposing martial law and suppressing pro-Confederate activities. The pro-Southern mayor, city council, and police commissioner were all arrested and imprisoned at Fort McHenry. Participants in the previous month’s riots were also arrested, as was the entire Maryland legislature before a planned vote on secession, which likely would have failed in any case. Maryland was then placed under direct federal administration and remained occupied until the end of the Civil War in April 1865.
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Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862)

Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s first invasion of the North in September 1862. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia, secured permission from President Jefferson Davis for the invasion. It began on September 4, 1862, when Confederate units crossed into Maryland from Loudoun County, Virginia. The campaign coincided with invasions of Kentucky under General Braxton Bragg and Major General Edmund Kirby Smith.

Lee planned to cut the Baltimore & Ohio rail lines, threatening both Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, Maryland, with the city of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as his probable objective. Lee’s goals were to secure supplies and men for his army, embarrass the Abraham Lincoln administration, and influence the November congressional elections. President Davis hoped that a major Confederate victory on Northern soil might bring diplomatic recognition by Britain and France.

Union major general George B. McClellan meanwhile was reorganizing his forces in the wake of Major General John Pope’s defeat in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862), absorbing the Army of Virginia’s three corps into his Army of the Potomac and moving from Washington with 97,000 men to meet Lee, who had 55,000 men. Overestimating Confederate strength, McClellan proceeded with his customary caution.
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Confederate dead following the Battle of Antietam of September 7, 1862, by a fence along the Hagerstown Road, Maryland. (Library of Congress)

On September 7 Lee’s army was concentrated near Frederick, Maryland. Two days later he divided his forces, ordering Major General James Longstreet to advance on Hagerstown, Maryland, with his I Corps, while Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson and his II Corps were to capture Harpers Ferry, Virginia, to take the substantial stocks of arms there and also secure Lee’s western flank and open a line of communications south for resupply and as a possible subsequent withdrawal route.

On September 13 the Union Army of the Potomac reached Frederick, Maryland. There members of its advance guard discovered wrapped around some cigars Lee’s entire operational orders. This information was brought to McClellan’s headquarters and confirmed by a Union officer familiar with the handwriting of Lee’s adjutant. Lee’s army was at that time spread out over a span of 25 miles and was extremely vulnerable to piecemeal attack, but McClellan threw away this intelligence bonanza by delaying 18 hours before putting his army in motion to push through the Blue Ridge mountain passes. It took him two days to move his troops the 10 miles from Frederick.

Beginning on September 12, meanwhile, Jackson and nearly 23,000 men invested and attacked Harpers Ferry. Held by 14,000 Union troops under Colonel Dixon S. Miles, Harpers Ferry passed to the Confederates on September 15. In the largest Union surrender of the war, Jackson secured 12,419 prisoners, 13,000 small arms, 73 cannon, 200 wagons, and considerable stocks of military equipment. Leaving one division to guard the prisoners and equipment, he then moved by forced marches with the remainder of his men to join Lee at Sharpsburg, Maryland.

Meanwhile, on September 14 Confederate forces fought small, intense engagements for the South Mountain passes, buying precious time for Lee to bring his scattered troops together. Lee ordered his men to concentrate at Sharpsburg.

On the afternoon of September 15, some 55,000 men of the Army of the Potomac were within easy striking distance of Lee just east of Sharpsburg with only 18,000 men. Hilly terrain allowed Lee to conceal his inferior numbers. Had McClellan moved on the afternoon of September 15, he would have enjoyed an overwhelming victory. But McClellan delayed, and Jackson arrived with his corps at midday on September 16. Even with Jackson’s corps, Lee was still outnumbered more than 2 to 1: 41,000 to 87,000.

The battle began on the morning of September 17. McClellan threw away his great advantage of vastly superior numbers, holding an entire corps in reserve (20,000 men failed to see battle) and employing a piecemeal rather than simultaneous form of attack, which was mirrored by subordinate units. McClellan also failed to utilize his cavalry to cut Confederate lines of communication and prevent reinforcements from reaching the battlefield from the south. Even acting an hour or two sooner would have changed the battle, as Lee’s army was still arriving on the battlefield while the fighting was already in progress.

The ensuing battle was the bloodiest single day of the war. Union casualties totaled 2,108 dead, 9,540 wounded, and 753 captured or missing. Confederate losses were 1,546 dead, 7,752 wounded, and 1,018 captured or missing, fewer overall than those of the Union but nearly twice as great as a percentage of total force: 26 percent to 15 percent of effectives for the Union. Lee waited one day and then pulled back into Virginia with his prisoners and booty. McClellan failed to pursue effectively.

The final engagement of the campaign occurred at Shepherdstown in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) on September 19–20, with Lee’s infantry forcing Union units that had crossed the Potomac back across that river. Lincoln was furious at McClellan’s grandstanding and inaction after the battle and soon again removed him from command.

The Battle of Antietam, while not decisive, was nonetheless one of the most important engagements of the war. Lee’s defeat weakened Confederate hopes of securing recognition from Britain and France. Never again would the Confederacy be this close to winning foreign diplomatic recognition. The Union victory also helped ensure that the Democrats did not win control of the U.S. House of Representatives in the November elections. A single percentage shift in the vote would have brought Democratic control and a push for a negotiated settlement of the war. The Union victory at Antietam also allowed Lincoln the opportunity to issue the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which he did on September 23. This effectively gave the Union the moral high ground and greatly lengthened the odds against foreign recognition of the Confederacy.
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Monocacy, Battle of (July 9, 1864)

The major battle of Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864). Moving north through the Shenandoah Valley corridor, on July 6 Early’s II Corps and various attached units, 14,000 men (4,000 cavalry and 10,000 infantry), crossed the Potomac River into Maryland. On July 8 they crossed South Mountain and moved eastward. The next day, forward elements were moving through Frederick, northwest of Washington.

On July 9 east of Frederick, Maryland, at about 8:00 a.m., Confederate units approached the Monocacy River and reported Union troops on the eastern side. The Federals turned out to be a brigade of VIII Corps and a small force of cavalry, all under Middle Department commander Major General Lew Wallace. Union artillery commanded both the bridge on the road to Washington and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad bridge to Baltimore, about a quarter mile to the south. Two miles north of the railroad bridge, other Union troops were west of the river in advance of another bridge on the Baltimore Road, as if they meant to prevent the Confederates from crossing there.

Not familiar with the ground, Early halted and deployed skirmishers. At about noon as Early was reconnoitering, he was startled to see Confederate brigadier general John McCausland’s brigade ford the river about a mile below the railroad bridge, dismount, and engage Union troops. Although McCausland’s men captured a Union battery, they were not strong enough to carry the entire Union position and were forced to fall back. McCausland’s success in getting across the river, however, caused Early to push Major General John B. Gordon’s division across the river at that same point. The Union position was not an easy one to assault, but the Confederates charged and took a number of prisoners.

Although the Union troops were forced to retire late in the day and had sustained some 1,300 casualties, as opposed to fewer than 700 for Early, they had held up the Confederates for most of one day, repulsing five assaults before withdrawing. Early, however, had shown his shortcomings in high command by failing to employ his divisions as part of a wider scheme. He had committed his command piecemeal, and only Gordon’s division had actively assaulted the Union line.

Wallace was reinforced by Brigadier General James Ricketts’s 3rd Division of VI Corps of the Army of the Potomac. This was good news for Early in that he had accomplished one of the primary goals of the raid, that of drawing off units of the Army of the Potomac from the Richmond-Petersburg area and lessening pressure on the Confederate forces there. The bad news was that despite his success in the Battle of the Monocacy, Early was more cautious, for he was uncertain of the size of the Union forces facing him.

Early pressed forward, however. He moved through Silver Spring and reached Fort Stevens, northernmost of 68 forts and batteries surrounding the federal capital, on July 11. It was the closest that Confederate forces came to Washington during the entire war. Early concluded, however, that his own forces were too weak and the Union defenses were too strong for an assault, and he withdrew the next day.
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Massachusetts

INTRODUCTION

Massachusetts is a New England state with a strong tradition of abolitionism and Unionism. Boasting an 1860 population of 1,231,066 people, Massachusetts was one of the most critical states in the Union war effort owing to its strong industrial base, large population, and ample port facilities. Massachusetts encompasses 8,284 square miles and is bordered by Connecticut and Rhode Island to the south, Vermont and New Hampshire to the north, New York to the west, and the Atlantic Ocean to the east.

Beginning in the early years of the 19th century, Massachusetts led the way in inaugurating the Industrial Revolution. Thanks to its abundant natural resources, extensive river systems, and a steady stream of new labor, the state soon became one of the world’s top producers of textiles and machine tools. By the eve of the Civil War the addition of steam power had accelerated the state’s economic development, making it the leading manufacturer of shoes, furniture, and machinery of all types. Massachusetts’s economic and production prowess would serve the United States well during the Civil War. For example, the Federal Armory at Springfield turned out nearly 800,000 .58-caliber rifled muskets for the Union Army. Cyrus Alger & Co., located in Boston, was a major producer of heavy guns.

Because slavery never took hold in Massachusetts, the state became the epicenter of the abolition movement, as evidenced by the work of individuals such as William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, and Charles Sumner. Massachusetts was also the center of social progressivism, and so the temperance movement gained early momentum there. Additionally, Massachusetts was the headquarters for much of the nation’s literary and intellectual elite, and writers such as Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson called the state home. They contributed to the pacifist movement and the transcendentalist movement. Not surprisingly, Massachusetts was one of the first states in the Union to recruit and train an all-black regiment—the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment.

As soon as secession began in late 1860, Massachusetts governor John A. Andrew initiated preparations for war; indeed, his willingness to mobilize before war had broken out alienated some of his political adversaries. Nevertheless, Massachusetts troops were the first from any state to respond to President Abraham Lincoln’s request for volunteers on April 15, 1861. On April 16, a well-prepared militia mustered in and was ready to be deployed south. While Massachusetts volunteers traveled to Washington, D.C., they were involved in the Baltimore Riots, during which several Massachusetts infantrymen lost their lives. The events in Baltimore angered many in Massachusetts and served to spur more volunteers to join the cause. Before long, the state had provided twice as many volunteers as the federal quota had stipulated.

Besides providing much in the way of war material and troops, Massachusetts also provided a number of influential political and military leaders during the war. They included U.S. minister to Great Britain Charles Francis Adams, Major General Benjamin Butler, Major General Joseph Hooker, Major General Nathaniel Banks, and Senator Charles Sumner, among others. Unlike border states and some other states in the Union, there was scant pro-Confederate support in Massachusetts. At best there was a strain of pacifism that suffused the war effort, but this was based on ideological and intellectual motives rather than pro-Confederate sympathies.

In total, Massachusetts provided 77 infantry regiments to the Union war effort, with 152,048 men serving in all capacities. Because of its long tradition of maritime exploits and its long coastline, Massachusetts provided the second-largest number of navy recruits of all the states in the Union. Total deaths from all causes are believed to have been about 14,000.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Boston, Massachusetts

Capital and principal city of Massachusetts. Boston is located on a peninsula in the Charles River just to the west of Boston Harbor in the east-central part of the state bordering the Massachusetts Bay. With an 1860 population of 177,840, Boston was by far the largest and most influential city in New England and behind only New York City, Philadelphia, and Baltimore in terms of population. Boston was at the epicenter of the abolitionist movement in the 19th century and was also a haven for many famous writers, intellectuals, and social reformers. The city was also served by numerous well-regarded colleges and universities, most notably Harvard, which is in Cambridge just across the Charles River from Boston.

One of the oldest cities in the United States, Boston was founded in 1630 when the Puritans established it as the capital of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Boston also served as the primary incubator of the American Revolutionary War, and the first shots of the conflict were fired in nearby Lexington and Concord in April 1775. By the turn of the 19th century, Boston had become one of the nation’s largest industrial centers; indeed, the American Industrial Revolution and the advent of large textile concerns all occurred within a 100-mile radius of the city. Shipping and shipbuilding were also major industries in early 19th-century Boston.

By the mid-19th century, Boston was one of the nation’s largest commercial and industrial hubs and produced more clothing and textiles than any other city in America. Boston was also a major producer of leather products and machinery of all kinds. By this time, the city was well served by a labyrinth of railroad lines, canals, and turnpikes.

A large influx of immigrants, which began in earnest in the late 1830s, provided the city’s many factories with a steady stream of cheap labor. Irish Catholics were predominant during this period of increased immigration, and they slowly began to transform the city with their unique culture and Roman Catholic faith. Boston also had a sizable population of free blacks, as Massachusetts had banned slavery in 1783. In 1831, the famed abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison first began to publish The Liberator, an abolitionist newspaper, in Boston. This began the city’s close association with abolitionism.

Not until the last few decades of the 19th century, however, did the city’s ethnic population—principally the Irish—begin to assert political clout, which had heretofore been tightly controlled by the white upper-class Protestant elite frequently referred to as the Brahmins. At the same time, Boston was at the epicenter of American culture, art, and literature, with luminaries such as James Russell Lowell, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Ralph Waldo Emerson, among others, living in or near the city. By the 1850s, Boston had also become home to numerous publishing houses, including the venerable Houghton Mifflin Company and Little, Brown, and Company, which continue to publish books more than 150 years later.

During the Civil War, Boston was staunchly pro-Union and generally supported a vigorous prosecution of the war. Because of its large industrial base and shipping and transportation facilities, the city’s economy boomed, which in turn provided ample jobs for the thousands of newly arrived immigrants in the city. Perhaps nobody profited more from the war than the city’s Irish, whose wartime service in the Union Army convinced many of Boston’s old-line residents that they could be trusted as citizens and, eventually, as neighbors. Ironically, perhaps, the city’s black population did not benefit greatly from the war; indeed, they faced the very same social, occupational, and economic limitations that they had faced prior to the conflict.
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Fall River, Massachusetts

City located in southeastern Massachusetts at the mouth of the Taunton River along the eastern shore of Mount Hope Bay. Fall River, which had an 1860 population of 14,046, is situated some 16 miles to the east of Providence, Rhode Island; 46 miles south of Boston; and 12 miles west of New Bedford. Fall River was at the epicenter of the American textile industry during much of the 19th century. The area around Fall River was first settled by Europeans during the 1650s and was known as Freetown for many years. In 1803 when Fall River was incorporated as a town, it separated itself from Freetown. Fall River was subsequently dubbed Troy, until the name Fall River was readopted in 1834. Thereafter the area was engaged in a border dispute with neighboring Rhode Island that was not resolved until 1861.

During the early decades of the 19th century, Fall River became the hub of the increasingly lucrative textile industry. The town’s ample, fast-moving water supply (hence the name Fall River) was ideal for powering mills in the presteam era, and its warehouses and shipping concerns helped move finished goods to market in the United States and abroad. In 1821 a major ironworks was founded in Fall River, and in 1835 the American Print Works, the nation’s largest producer of printed cotton, was founded in the city. The town was also the home of several loom manufacturers. By the 1850s steam power had been harnessed to run most of the town’s major mills and factories, which greatly accelerated its industrial output.

At the same time, increasing numbers of immigrants—chiefly Roman Catholic Irish—began moving into the area, providing mill owners and other industrialists with a steady supply of inexpensive labor. By the time of the Civil War, Fall River was a key industrial city for the Union war effort, and the town’s economy boomed with war orders, especially for uniforms, tents, and other textile applications. Well served by several railroad lines, Fall River’s port also profited handsomely during the war years. Pro-Union sentiment ran high in Fall River, and the population was generally quite supportive of the war program. Fall River saw its economic fortunes decline precipitously beginning in the 1920s, as cheaper labor and abundant resources in the South lured many textile manufacturers from the Northeast to the Deep South. Fall River’s population began to decline but has stabilized in recent years, although the city’s economy and population have never recovered.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Lewis, Rob. Images of America: Fall River. Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2003.

Schouler, William. A History of Massachusetts in the Civil War. Boston: Dutton, 1998.

Springfield, Massachusetts

Massachusetts city located on the west bank of the Connecticut River in the west-central part of the state approximately 24 miles north of Hartford, Connecticut. With an 1860 population of 15,199, Springfield was one of the larger cities in New England at the time of the Civil War. It was also home to the strategic Springfield Armory, maintained by the U.S. government. During 1835–1836, the area around what would eventually become Springfield was explored by the Puritans who had already settled in eastern Massachusetts. In 1636, they established a small settlement along the river among the Nipmuck Indian tribe. In 1675 the town was burned to the ground during King Philip’s War, with many of its residents injured or killed. A century later in 1777, General George Washington and Brigadier General Henry Knox chose a hill overlooking the town upon which to build an armory and arsenal, which remained in continuous use until 1968 and pioneered modern manufacturing techniques. In 1787, Springfield was at the epicenter of Shay’s Rebellion.

By the early 1800s, Springfield had developed into a significant manufacturing center, harnessing the many abundant, fast-moving streams and rivers surrounding it to power mills and factories. Springfield’s location in central Massachusetts also made it the main commercial center for western New England, while its position on the Connecticut River gave it direct access to seacoast ports in southern Connecticut. Agriculture was also a major economic engine, as the Connecticut River Valley had fertile soil suitable for numerous crops, including tobacco. Many manufacturing concerns were located in the city and the surrounding area, and when steam began to supplant water to power industrial applications, Springfield became even more notable for its technological innovations. By the late 1850s, one of the nation’s largest makers of railroad passenger cars—the Wason Manufacturing Company—had made Springfield its home. Meanwhile, several rail lines had begun to serve Springfield by the late 1840s. In 1856, the firearms manufacturer Smith & Wesson set up shop in the city.

Springfield had been a Republican stronghold since the mid-1850s, and pro-Union sentiment ran very high there. The Civil War brought unparalleled prosperity to Springfield because of the prevalence of heavy manufacturing and gun making. By then, newly arriving immigrants had begun to take jobs in the city’s many factories and mills, and the population grew rapidly. Indeed, the city’s population nearly doubled between 1860 and 1870. The economic boom during the war propelled many industrialists to great wealth, and soon Springfield was known for having some of the most beautiful and ornate private homes in all of New England. By the early part of the 20th century Springfield accounted for more than 10 percent of Massachusetts’s industry, but by the 1960s, the city’s economy and population began to wane, as manufacturing facilities closed or were relocated to the American South or overseas.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Boston Navy Yard

U.S. Navy facility originally known as the Charlestown Navy Yard. Although the site had been host to shipbuilding activities since the American Revolutionary War, it was not until 1801, when the federal government purchased the land, that it became a bona fide naval facility. Situated at the confluence of the Mystic and Charles Rivers, it houses the oldest surviving U.S. Navy dry dock. After the War of 1812, the shipyard grew tremendously and was soon renowned not only for fine shipbuilding but also as one of the first shipyards to construct steam warships.

The start of the Civil War in 1861 pressed the navy yard into full time service for ship fitting and repairs, especially after the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard was abandoned to the Confederacy in April 1861. An 86-acre naval hospital, along with three ship houses and three building slips, made the Boston Navy Yard a vital supply and support depot for the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. The facility’s 100,000-square-foot rope-making facility produced 1,400 tons of cordage during the war.

Between 1861 and 1865, the keels of 19 warships were laid at the Boston Navy Yard. The steam frigate Merrimack, which would be rebuilt into the Confederate ironclad Virginia, was launched from the yard in 1855. During World War II, the yard built some 50 warships. The shipyard remained in operation until 1975, when the government closed the facility. It is now a historic park that can be toured and houses a large museum. USS Constitution, the world’s oldest floating commissioned naval vessel, is docked at the yard.
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Springfield Armory

Important Massachusetts military installation. The origins of the Springfield Armory date to 1777, when General George Washington and Brigadier General Henry Knox chose the site—on a hill overlooking Springfield, Massachusetts—as the location for the first U.S. arsenal. During the American Revolutionary War, the arsenal stored muskets, cannon, and other weapons but produced only paper cartridges.

The arsenal became known as the Springfield Armory in 1794, when Washington, now president of the United States, approved on-site small-arms manufacturing there. That year the U.S. government began the domestic production of muskets, eliminating dependence on foreign sources. Construction then commenced on several new buildings. Production of the Model 1795 flintlock musket soon followed.

Armory staff embarked on a long tradition of innovation in both manufacturing processes and the weapons themselves. In 1819 the armory designed and implemented a new lathe that produced standardized gun stocks. This standardization was a high priority for the army because it enabled the fast and inexpensive replacement of broken parts on the battlefield.

After the Federals abandoned the only other national armory at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, early on in the Civil War, the Springfield Armory became the principal source of the North’s rifled muskets. These new guns, known as the Springfield rifle musket, used both the percussion cap firing system and the armory’s 1855 rifled barrel, the spiral lands and grooves of which gave greater accuracy to each round. This standard Union rifle was extremely accurate at 500 yards and could be fired up to six times a minute. It also fired the new minié ball round, achieving lethality at greater ranges than before.

At its peak production during the war, the Springfield Armory employed 3,400 people and produced 1,000 muskets each working day. By war’s end, a total of 793,434 Springfield rifles had been produced there. This was out of a total of about 1.7 million rifles manufactured in the North during the war by the Springfield Armory and private contractors combined.

The armory continued to develop new manufacturing techniques and provide the army’s basic rifle needs. Later firearms included the M1892 Krag-Jorgensen, used during the Spanish-American War; the M1903 Springfield rifle, used in World War I; and the M1 Garand, employed in World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. The M14, the last rifle developed by the armory, was employed from roughly 1959 to 1970. The Springfield Armory then served as a development and testing laboratory until it was closed in 1968.
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Watertown Arsenal

U.S. Army arsenal located in Watertown, Massachusetts, along the north bank of the Charles River some 15 miles west-northwest of Boston. First established in 1816 as a replacement for the aging Charlestown Arsenal, the Watertown Arsenal initially encompassed 40 acres and contained 12 large brick buildings designed in the Federalist style. The complex was complete in 1819. The main function of the arsenal when first built was as a place to store weapons and ordnance and disburse them in times of war. Enclosed by a high wall, the complex included repair shops and housing for officers and enlisted men. Gradually the arsenal became a manufacturing facility, and its function as a repository for ordnance was reduced.

During the Civil War the size and scope of the Watertown Arsenal again changed, and it became the primary manufacturer of carriages for field artillery guns and coastal defense guns. U.S. Army captain Thomas J. Rodman, designer of the Rodman gun, served as the commander and superintendent of the Watertown Arsenal from 1861 until 1865. He was criticized while at Watertown after he commissioned the construction of an elaborate and palatial commandant’s quarters, which cost more than $63,000 in 1860 dollars. Numerous new buildings were constructed during the war to accommodate the new work.

After the war, the Watertown Arsenal continued to expand. By the early 1890s, it was a manufacturing center exclusively and no longer stored weapons or ammunition. In 1897, 44 more acres were added to the facility, which allowed for the construction of many more buildings and a hospital. In the early part of the 20th century, Frederick Winslow Taylor, an engineer and industrial efficiency expert, conducted large-scale experiments among the arsenal’s labor force, using what was known as scientific management. Although output was indeed increased, workers rebelled against the system’s rigid repetition and the diminution of individual initiative. After a major strike in 1911, Congress banned scientific management techniques at all government-run arsenals in 1915.

The Watertown Arsenal underwent massive expansion during World War I, and during World War II another seven acres of land were added to the complex. Many steel artillery pieces were manufactured there between 1940 and 1945. The army closed the arsenal in 1968, selling half the land to the town of Watertown and retaining the other half for the establishment of an army research facility. When that operation was ended in 1995, the remainder of the arsenal site was sold to Watertown and is now a mixed-use civilian area.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Adams, Charles Francis, Jr. (1835–1915)

Union officer, lawyer, author, and railroad executive. A member of the distinguished Adams family of Massachusetts, Charles Francis Adams Jr. was born in Boston on May 27, 1835. He was the son of Charles Francis Adams Sr., the noted U.S. diplomat; grandson of President John Quincy Adams; and great-grandson of President John Adams. Charles Adams Jr. graduated from Harvard College in 1856.

Adams entered federal service as a first lieutenant in the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry Regiment in December 1861 and saw significant action, including the Battle of Secessionville (June 16, 1862), the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), earning promotion to captain in December 1862. The following year he was conspicuous at the Battle of Aldie (June 17, 1863) and in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

Adams saw action during the Overland Campaign of 1864, and in September he became lieutenant colonel of the 5th Massachusetts Cavalry, a black regiment. Adams rose to become its colonel in March 1865, leading it during much of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was brevetted brigadier general on March 13, 1865.

After the war, Adams wrote extensively and became well known as an economist, a historian, and a journalist. In addition to his civic interests, he also pursued business investments and made a tidy sum in both securities and land speculation.

Adams served as chairman of the Massachusetts Board of Railroad Commissioners (1869–1879) and in so doing pioneered the regulation of the railroad industry. In 1882 he became a director for the Union Pacific Railroad, and from 1884 to 1890 he served as that company’s president. Adams subsequently wrote a wide variety of books, including numerous histories and his autobiography. He was also active in the anti-imperialist movement that began to gain momentum with the outbreak of the Spanish-American War in 1898 and was one of the first members of the Anti-Imperialist League, formed in June 1898. Adams died on May 20, 1915, in Washington, D.C.
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Andrew, John Albion (1818–1867)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of Massachusetts. John Albion Andrew was born on May 31, 1818, in Windham, Maine (then part of Massachusetts). An early adherent of abolitionism, he graduated from Bowdoin College in 1837 and went to Boston to read for the law. Admitted to the bar, Andrew commenced a law practice in the city. He joined the Whig Party and became active in antislavery activities; in 1848, he was one of the founders of the Free Soil Party. In the mid-1850s after the founding of the Republican Party, Andrew helped elect Republicans to state and national office.

Andrew served in the state legislature in 1857–1858 and then became a leader in Massachusetts’s Republican Party. In 1859 he angered many when he helped organize a defense fund for the radical abolitionist John Brown, who was indicted for his raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, earlier that year. After Brown was convicted, Andrew helped raise money to support Brown’s family. Andrew was briefly investigated by a U.S. Senate committee charged with investigating Brown’s raid, and the ensuing publicity helped solidify Andrew’s political career. A strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, Andrew was a delegate to that year’s Republican National Convention.

Andrew was elected governor in the autumn of 1860 and took office in January 1861. He was a staunch supporter of the Union war effort and was the first governor to respond to President Lincoln’s call for troops in 1861. Andrew often believed, however, that the Lincoln administration was not prosecuting the war vigorously enough, a view that Andrew was not reluctant to share with Washington. In 1862 he participated in the Governors’ Conference in Altoona, Pennsylvania, where emancipation and war aims were actively debated. Andrew later urged Lincoln to invoke emancipation as soon as it was practical.

Andrew maintained a strong state militia, fortified numerous coastal defenses, and harbored fears that Confederate operatives in Canada were plotting a seaborne assault against his state. He tried in vain to receive more resources from the War Department to stave off such an event. Andrew also personally helped raise several all-black regiments, including the vaunted 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. After Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, Andrew remained loyal to the White House and supported a policy of reconciliation toward the South.

Andrew left office in January 1866 and resumed his law practice. He died on October 30, 1867, in Boston.
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Anthony, Susan Brownell (1820–1906)

Abolitionist, social reformer, and women’s rights advocate. Susan Brownwell Anthony was born on February 15, 1820, in Adams, Massachusetts. When she was six years old her family moved to New York State, where she received a public education. Her father, unsatisfied with the level of teaching in the local schools, in 1837 enrolled her in a female Quaker seminary in Philadelphia. The Panic of 1837, however, brought economic hardship to the family, and Anthony left the school in 1838. The next year she returned to New York to teach, in part to help her father pay off his many debts. She went on to hold a variety of teaching positions, including headmistress for women at a private academy. During her early teaching career Anthony agitated for better pay for women teachers, who on average earned only one-fourth of the salaries paid to men for the same jobs.

Anthony next engaged in the Temperance Movement. Because of her gender, she was frequently barred from speaking at temperance rallies. Anthony also became a friend and confidant of women’s rights advocate Elizabeth Cady Stanton and by 1852 had joined the women’s rights movement. From then on, Anthony dedicated herself to achieving universal women’s suffrage and was also actively involved in other women’s rights issues. By the late 1850s she had become an antislavery crusader, joining William Lloyd Garrison’s American Anti-Slavery Society.

At the beginning of the Civil War, many women’s rights activists shifted their attention to mobilization efforts, but Anthony initially refused to stop working for the cause. Part of her reluctance stemmed from her belief that women did not owe complete loyalty to the country because of their low standing in American society. As a Quaker, she also did not think that warfare was an appropriate solution for the nation’s ills.

As it became apparent that the war would last for some time, Anthony began speaking on behalf of emancipation. At a time when the abolitionists had canceled their annual meeting because the country’s focus was on the military aspects of the war, Anthony’s speeches raised public awareness of the need to deal conclusively with the slavery issue. Part of her motivation stemmed from the conviction that women’s rights and the emancipation of slaves were inextricably linked, because society oppressed both groups. Thus, she organized events at which both antislavery and women’s rights advocates spoke. When she learned of President Abraham Lincoln’s politically motivated reversal of Major General John C. Frémont’s emancipation of slaves in Missouri, she criticized the president, asserting that he was not doing enough to end slavery. Anthony advocated immediate and complete emancipation. Partly in response to her pressure, Lincoln retreated from his plan to gradually manumit slaves over the course of a generation while compensating their owners and instead issued the Emancipation Proclamation, to take effect on January 1, 1863. Although Anthony eventually praised Lincoln for taking the step, she remained critical because the action only freed slaves in those parts of the Confederacy not under Union control.

In 1862 Anthony and Stanton worked together to organize the Women’s National Loyal League, an ideological organization that met for the first time in New York in 1863. At its first meeting, Anthony criticized Lincoln for not acknowledging the role that slavery played in the creation of the conflict and not allowing black men to enlist during the first two years of the war. By the end of the war, Anthony had spearheaded the collection of hundreds of thousands of signatures on petitions supporting complete emancipation. Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts credited this work with helping pass the Thirteenth Amendment. After the war, Anthony continued to rally support for women’s suffrage and temperance. She died on March 13, 1906, at her home in Rochester, New York.
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Garrison, William Lloyd (1805–1879)

American writer, newspaper editor, reformer, and noted abolitionist. William Lloyd Garrison was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts, on December 10, 1805. At the age of 13 he began a 7-year apprenticeship to Ephraim W. Allen, editor of the Newburyport Herald. There Garrison learned the newspaper trade, developed a talent for writing, and became convinced of the power of words to effect change in society. His apprenticeship complete, in 1826 he became editor of a local newspaper, the Free Press. In 1828 Garrison and Nathaniel H. White coedited the National Philanthropist, which was devoted to speaking out against societal vice and war.

As the slavery issue began to dominate the national scene, Garrison joined the American Colonization Society, which pushed for colonizing former slaves outside the United States. During this time, Garrison met abolitionist Quaker Benjamin Lundy. From 1829 on Garrison continued to protest injustice in general, but opposition to slavery became the major focus of his work. He coedited the Genius of Universal Emancipation with Lundy, began making public speeches against slavery, and made several trips to Great Britain for the cause of emancipation.

Garrison became increasingly determined on the issue of slavery, which he had come to see as the greatest evil facing society at the time. He left the American Colonization Society and denounced it. Unlike many abolitionists of his day who supported gradual compensated emancipation, Garrison believed that the only way to deal with the slavery dilemma was immediate and complete emancipation.

Garrison had no plan for how the liberated slaves would fit into society, however. He simply denounced the institution of slavery at every opportunity, and his words became increasingly inflammatory. Garrison became so uncompromising that he sometimes alienated even his closest allies.

In 1829 when Garrison accused Francis Todd, a ship owner, of engaging in domestic slave trading, Todd sued Garrison for libel and won. Unable to pay the fine, Garrison was sentenced to six months in jail. He only served seven weeks of his sentence, however, because Arthur Tappan, a wealthy philanthropist, paid the fine. With this unpleasantness behind him, Garrison believed that it was time for him to move on, and he parted ways with Lundy in 1830. Before long, Garrison enlisted the help of Isaac Knapp and began publishing The Liberator, which became Garrison’s antislavery vehicle for the next 35 years.
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William Lloyd Garrison was the editor of The Liberator, an influential and staunchly antislavery newspaper published in Boston, beginning in 1831. (National Archives)

In The Liberator, Garrison expounded on his antislavery philosophy of nonviolent resistance. He believed that moral arguments alone should be enough to exact reform. In a blatant contradiction to his philosophy, however, he called John Brown, who led a violent 1859 attack on Harpers Ferry in the name of destroying slavery, a just martyr. As a rule, Garrison continued to use words instead of swords as weapons. His words were so harsh, in fact, that he sometimes received threats of bodily harm. He also attacked both North and South with equal zeal. In his opinion, the U.S. Constitution should have been replaced because it tacitly protected the institution of slavery. At one point, the State of Georgia found Garrison’s words so offensive that it set a reward for his arrest.

In spite of these dangers, Garrison did not retreat. To organize the antislavery movement more effectively, in 1831 he contributed to the creation of the New England Anti-Slavery Society. In 1833 he played a major role in the creation of the American Anti-Slavery Society. After 1833, however, Garrison’s influence in the movement began to diminish because he was regarded as too radical. His attempt to include women’s rights in the American Anti-Slavery Society’s agenda, for example, met with widespread disapproval and splintered the organization. In 1835 had Boston’s mayor Theodore Lyman not intervened, Garrison would have become a martyr to his cause when an angry mob threatened to hang him. In 1841 Garrison endorsed secession as a way of removing slavery from the country, and in 1854 he publicly burned a copy of the U.S. Constitution.

The Emancipation Proclamation, which freed slaves in the rebelling states, encouraged the American Anti-Slavery Society groups to reunite and also encouraged Garrison to support the Union beginning in 1863. After the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery, Garrison resigned from the American Anti-Slavery Society and closed down The Liberator in 1865. During Reconstruction, he continued to write editorials in The Independent in support of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. Garrison died in New York on May 24, 1879.
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Phillips, Wendell (1811–1884)

Fierce abolitionist and social reformer. Wendell Phillips was born on November 29, 1811, in Boston, Massachusetts, into a wealthy family. He graduated in 1831 from Harvard College, where he demonstrated a flair for oratory. In 1834 Phillips received his law degree from Harvard but soon was converted to the abolitionist cause by Ann Terry Greene, whom he married in 1837. That same year Phillips made his debut as an abolitionist orator with a speech at Faneuil Hall in Boston. This established him as one of the leaders of the abolitionist movement. In 1840 Phillips attended the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London, where he joined with William Lloyd Garrison in protesting the barring of women delegates from the floor.

Throughout the 1840s Phillips worked with Garrison, serving on the executive committee and as recording secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society. Phillips was a frequent contributor to The Liberator. He differed with Garrison’s doctrine of nonresistance, however, arguing that laws such as the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act ought to be forcibly resisted.

During the turbulent 1850s, Phillips became increasingly militant. By then he had won a national reputation as a lecturer, and he used the platform to fire up public sentiment against slavery. Phillips also helped organize a vigilance committee in Boston to ensure the safe passage of fugitive slaves to Canada. Although impressed with radical abolitionist John Brown, Phillips stopped short of aiding Brown’s Harpers Ferry raid in October 1859. Phillips did, however, organize the legal defense of those who had helped Brown and provided legal counsel for Brown. Phillips later delivered the eulogy at Brown’s funeral.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Phillips insisted that it was more important to free the slaves than to save the Union, and he criticized President Abraham Lincoln for failing to make emancipation his primary war aim. Phillips welcomed both the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment abolishing slavery in 1865. When Garrison called for the disbanding of the American Anti-Slavery Society, however, Phillips strongly objected.

Arguing that with emancipation the society’s real work had just begun, Phillips replaced Garrison as president of the American Anti-Slavery Society. Phillips now pushed for the passage of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. With the passage of the latter in 1870, Phillips urged that a system of free public education be established in the South so that all children, black and white, would receive an equal education. And when most Americans, including some of Phillips’s former colleagues in the abolitionist movement, lost interest in the plight of the freed slaves, Phillips kept up the cry for social justice.

A supporter of other reform efforts, including women’s suffrage, prison reform, and the rights of Native Americans, Phillips also took up the cause of labor in the years after the Civil War. Phillips died in Boston on February 2, 1884.
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Sumner, Charles (1811–1874)

U.S. senator and abolitionist. Born in Boston on January 6, 1811, Charles Sumner graduated from Harvard Law School in 1833. After a brief stint teaching law at Harvard (1835–1837), he spent three years in Europe. Returning to the United States in 1840, Sumner began the practice of law in Boston. He became an ardent abolitionist. Sumner opposed the annexation of Texas and the Compromise of 1850, seeing the latter as an effort by southern politicians to expand slavery into the territories acquired in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Sumner was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1851 by Democrats and Free-Soilers. He opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854, seeing it as a plot to convert free territory into a dreary region of despotism. In May 1856 he delivered a speech titled “The Crime against Kansas” in which he denounced the Kansas-Nebraska Act and criticized several members of Congress for yielding to the slaveholding interests in the country, among these South Carolina senator Andrew P. Butler, who was absent from the Senate at the time. Two days later Congressman Preston Brooks, a cousin of Butler, believing that Sumner’s speech was a libel on South Carolina, viciously beat Sumner over the head with a cane some 30 times on the Senate floor.

The incident, referred to as “Bleeding Sumner,” joined Bleeding Kansas as a symbol of Southern irrationality and violence in defense of slavery and strengthened Northern public opinion against slavery. Brooks, meanwhile, was celebrated as a hero in the South and was reelected almost unanimously in November 1856. Sumner, who won reelection to the Senate as a Republican in 1857, was so badly injured as a result of the attack that he was unable to resume his place in the Senate for more than three years.
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Charles Sumner served in the U.S. Senate from Massachusetts. A strong opponent of slavery, he was an early advocate of abolition and the policy of arming the slaves to aid the Union war effort. On his insistence, the readmission of Southern states to the Union was made contingent on their recognition of black equality and suffrage. (Library of Congress)

When Southern states began seceding from the Union in December 1860, Sumner refused to consider any compromise to restore the Union. When the Civil War began in April 1861, Sumner urged President Abraham Lincoln to emancipate the slaves and grant equal rights to black people. During the war Sumner emerged as one of the leading Radical Republicans, opposing Lincoln’s lenient plan for restoring the South to the Union. Sumner believed that by leaving the Union, Southern states had committed “state suicide,” forfeiting their rights as states and turning their status to that of territories. At Sumner’s urging, the readmission of Southern states to the Union after the Civil War was made contingent on their recognition of black equality and suffrage.

In May 1868, Sumner led the Radical Republicans in the impeachment proceedings against President Andrew Johnson and was unhappy when the Senate failed to remove Johnson from office. In 1869 Sumner was elected to his fourth term as a senator, but his health began to deteriorate in the early 1870s. On March 10, 1874, Sumner suffered a heart attack in the Senate chamber and died in Washington, D.C., the next day.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Banks, Nathaniel Prentice (1816–1894)

Politician and Union officer. Nathaniel Prentice Banks was born in Waltham, Massachusetts, on January 30, 1816. Raised in poverty, he was apprenticed in a textile mill but studied law and was admitted to the bar at age 23. His skill as a public speaker assisted his entry into politics. Elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives as a Democrat, Banks served during 1843–1853. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served during 1853–1857 and was Speaker during 1856–1857. His opposition to the spread of slavery led him to join the new Republican Party, and he was reelected with the help of that party in 1856. Banks resigned his seat in December 1857 and was the elected governor of Massachusetts (1858–1861). By now he was probably the most popular political figure in New England.
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As governor of Massachusetts during 1858–1861, Nathaniel P. Banks was probably the most prominent New England politician at the start of the Civil War. Offered a commission as a major general of volunteers, he proved an incompetent military commander as evidenced by his lack of leadership in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). (Library of Congress)

With the start of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln in May 1861 appointed Banks a major general of volunteers. Although Banks had no military training or experience, he followed his own counsel and rejected sound advice offered by his professional officer subordinates. His demonstrated early incompetence included losses to Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862) and at Cedar Mountain (August 9).

Given command of the forces defending Washington, in November 1862 Banks was tasked with organizing a force of 30,000 New England recruits, and in part because of his excellent political connections, the effort was successful. A month later he sailed for New Orleans with this force to replace Major General Benjamin Butler as commander of the Department of the Gulf.

Laying siege to Port Hudson on the Mississippi, Banks made two unsuccessful assaults on that place in which he employed African American soldiers for the first time in a major battle during the war. The Confederates surrendered only on July 9, when they were low on food and ammunition and had learned that Union forces had captured Vicksburg upriver. For this Banks received the Thanks of Congress.

With indications that Banks was considering a run for the presidency in 1864 on the Republican ticket, no doubt Lincoln reasoned that keeping Banks occupied in the West would mean that he was less likely to stir up trouble for Lincoln’s own effort to secure his party’s nomination. Banks therefore dutifully followed a plan developed by Lincoln and Major General Henry W. Halleck to move against Shreveport.

The ensuing Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) was a disaster. Supremely confident, Banks failed to undertake the detailed staff work necessary for success, was late to move, made poor dispositions, and proceeded toward Shreveport on a route that took him from the protection of Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboats on the Red River. Caught with his forces in march formation, Banks was defeated by Confederate forces under Major General Richard Taylor in the Battle of Mansfield (April 8) but was able to withdraw 20 miles and make a stand the next day at the Battle of Pleasant Hill. Despite rebuffing the Confederates in this battle, Banks decided to withdraw. Ultimately Congress investigated the Red River fiasco; the congressional report largely blamed Banks.

Recalled from field command and replaced by Major General Edward R. S. Canby, Banks went on leave in the autumn of 1864. He returned to command the Department of the Gulf briefly in the spring of 1865 but mustered out of the army in August. Again elected to Congress, Banks served from 1865 to 1873, from 1875 to 1879, and from 1889 to 1891. From 1879 to 1888 he was a U.S. marshal for Massachusetts. Banks died at Waltham on September 1, 1894.
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Hooker, Joseph (1814–1879)

Union officer. Born in Hadley, Massachusetts, on November 13, 1814, Joseph Hooker graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837 and served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning three brevets for gallantry in action. In 1853 he resigned his commission and spent the next eight years as a farmer in Sonoma, California. As had been his tendency while in uniform, Hooker did a good deal of drinking, wenching, and gambling.

Returning to the U.S. Army with the outbreak of the Civil War, Hooker received a brigadier general’s commission in the volunteer army in August 1861, backdated to May, and was soon commanding a division in the Army of the Potomac.
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An effective corps commander, ambitious Union Major General Joseph Hooker proved inept at higher command. Despite crushing numerical superiority, he suffered a humiliating defeat at the hands of Confederate General Robert E. Lee in the Battle of Chancellorsville, Virginia, May 2–4, 1863. (Library of Congress)

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Hooker established a reputation for skillful and aggressive generalship, winning a promotion to major general of volunteers for his role in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). Through a newspaper typesetting error he also won the nickname “Fighting Joe” (the headline was supposed to have read “Fighting—Joe Hooker”). The name stuck, much to Hooker’s annoyance. He was even more annoyed with and openly critical of his commander, Major General George McClellan, for the timid, halting way in which McClellan had conducted the campaign.

Hooker rose to the command of I Corps during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and acted with his usual skill and aggressiveness at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), at the latter of which he was forced to leave the field early in the day because of a wound in the foot. He was appointed a brigadier general in the regular army to date from September 20. In October, President Abraham Lincoln removed McClellan from command and replaced him with Major General Ambrose Burnside. Burnside organized the army’s seven corps into three grand divisions, with Hooker commanding one of them. Burnside led the Army of the Potomac to defeat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), sending many of Hooker’s troops to their deaths in repeated futile uphill assaults against a strong Confederate line. Hooker’s denunciations of Burnside after the battle rose almost to the level of insubordination. Burnside was determined to purge Hooker and other malcontents from the army.

Before Burnside could act, however, Lincoln removed him from command, elevating Hooker in his place. In doing so, Lincoln sent Hooker a letter noting with displeasure Hooker’s poor treatment of Burnside, inordinate ambition, and loose talk. “I have heard, in such way as to believe it,” Lincoln wrote, “of your recently saying that both the Army and the Government needed a Dictator. Of course it was not for this, but in spite of it, that I have given you the command. Only those generals who gain success can set up dictators. What I now ask of you is military success, and I will risk the dictatorship.”

Hooker set out to improve the army’s administration and morale. The troops were soon enjoying better rations and equipment and such morale-building steps as the addition of unit patches to their uniforms. On the other hand, Hooker continued to exercise his long-standing vices, and one officer noted that headquarters was a combination of “a barroom and a brothel.” As Hooker prepared for the spring campaign against the Confederate army of General Robert E. Lee, his dispatches to Washington exuded confidence—even cocksureness—to a degree that worried Lincoln.

When Hooker actually led his army to face Lee in what became known as the Chancellorsville Campaign, his demeanor changed dramatically. No sooner had Hooker’s leading elements made contact with the Confederates than he seemed to lose all confidence and pulled his army back into an area known as the Wilderness, where dense foliage negated most of his advantage in numbers and artillery. There he remained inert, almost cowering, leaving the initiative in Confederate hands, while during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) Lee and Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson combined to strike Hooker’s army in the flank and attack some of its isolated elements in detail, winning one of the most dramatic long-odds victories in the history of warfare. During the battle a shell struck Hooker’s headquarters, stunning him for hours but making no significant change in his direction of the army. After retreating back to the army’s prebattle camps, Hooker loudly blamed several subordinates for the failure.

When Lee moved north in what became the Gettysburg Campaign, Hooker followed with the Army of the Potomac, but his messages to Washington betrayed a reluctance to bring the Confederates to battle again. When general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck refused his demand for authority to withdraw the garrison of Harpers Ferry, Hooker requested to be relieved of command. Lincoln lost no time in granting his request, replacing him with Major General George Gordon Meade.

That autumn Hooker was assigned to command a two-corps detachment of the Army of the Potomac sent to reinforce the Army of the Cumberland at Chattanooga. He performed well in the operation, successfully capturing Lookout Mountain and flanking the Confederate line on Missionary Ridge, although he suffered a severe setback at Ringgold Gap while attempting pursuit of the retreating enemy. The following spring, Hooker commanded a corps in Major General William T. Sherman’s army group advancing toward Atlanta. Again Hooker performed well. In July the command of the Army of the Tennessee came open, and Hooker was furious when Sherman chose Major General Oliver O. Howard for the position. Angry at being passed over, Hooker asked to be relieved.

Hooker served out the rest of the war in insignificant commands in the North and received the regular army brevet to major general. When a stroke left him paralyzed on one side of his body, he retired from the army in October 1868. Hooker died in Garden City, New Jersey, on October 31, 1879.
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Miles, Nelson Appleton (1839–1925)

Union officer. Nelson Appleton Miles was born on a farm near Westminster, Massachusetts, on August 8, 1839. After attending public school, in 1856 he moved to Boston, where he worked as a store clerk. Interested in the military, Miles received some instruction from a retired French colonel.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Miles recruited some 100 men for the 22nd Massachusetts Regiment of Volunteers and was commissioned a first lieutenant. Considered too young for battlefield command, Miles served on the staff of Brigadier General Oliver O. Howard throughout the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Miles soon demonstrated a natural capacity for battlefield leadership. Wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines/Fair Oaks (May 31–June 1, 1862), he was then appointed a lieutenant colonel of the 61st New York Regiment. He fought in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 15–July 1, 1862) and in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he took charge of the 61st New York Regiment when its commander was wounded.

Promoted to colonel, that December Miles was wounded in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He was wounded a third time during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). For his actions at Chancellorsville, in 1892 he received the Medal of Honor. Miles returned to active duty following the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), assuming command of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, II Corps, Army of the Potomac, and seeing action in the autumn campaign in Virginia. He participated in the Overland Campaign of 1864, seeing combat in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). For his service during the campaign he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers to rank from May 12, 1864.

Miles participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), where he led both his division and, for a time, II Corps. He suffered a fourth wound in the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864). Miles was also conspicuously engaged in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).

Following the war, on October 21, 1865, Miles was advanced to major general of volunteers and subsequently received the regular army brevets to major general. For a time he commanded Fort Monroe, Virginia, and thus had responsibility for overseeing the imprisonment of former Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Determined to make the army his career, in the reorganization of 1866 Miles became a colonel and commander of the 40th Infantry Regiment, an African American unit. In 1869 he took command of the 5th Infantry Regiment. Miles saw extensive service in the American West and became renowned as one of the army’s finest commanders in the ensuing Indian Wars. He was largely responsible for quickly ending the Red River War (1874–1875). In 1876 and 1877 he fought in the Sioux Wars and the Nez Perce War, and he took the surrenders of Sioux war chief Crazy Horse and Nez Perce chief Joseph.

Miles was promoted to brigadier general in the regular army in December 1880. During 1880–1885 he commanded the Department of the Columbia, and from 1885 to 1886 he had charge of the Department of the Missouri. In 1886 he took command of the Department of Arizona, overseeing the final surrender of Geronimo and the Chiricahua Apaches in September 1886.

In 1888, Miles took command of the Division of the Pacific. He was promoted to major general in April 1890 and commanded the Department of the Missouri. He had overall charge of the suppression of the Sioux Ghost Dance Uprising but was angered by the bloodshed at Wounded Knee on December 19, 1890.

In 1894 Miles was called upon to employ troops in suppressing the Pullman Strike and then commanded the Department of the East. On October 5, 1895, he succeeded Lieutenant General John M. Schofield as commanding general of the army.

Miles opposed the Spanish-American War, believing that diplomacy could resolve the differences between Spain and the United States. He also held that fighting the war would be best left to the regular army rather than volunteer forces, which he believed should maintain coast-defense works in the United States against a possible Spanish attack. Miles was constantly at odds with Secretary of War Russell Alger. Miles opposed a landing in Cuba during the summer yellow fever season and thought that a landing should be delayed until the Spanish squadron was destroyed.

Once Santiago was secured, Miles received approval to proceed with his own invasion of Puerto Rico, an assignment he had sought early on. He conducted a highly successful campaign in Puerto Rico that was cut short by the armistice of August 12, which denied him the capture of San Juan.

In February 1901 Miles was promoted to lieutenant general. President Theodore Roosevelt, who called Miles a “brave peacock” for his love of excessive uniform display, also crossed swords with Miles, as did Secretary of War Elihu Root, who found Miles in sharp opposition to his plan to create a general staff and do away with the position of commanding general of the army, substituting for it the new position of chief of staff.

Miles retired from the army on his 64th birthday in 1903. Combative, vain, and ambitious, he was, despite his leadership qualities in battle, a commanding general who displayed little political sense and did not fit in well into the new 20th-century army. In 1917 when the United States entered World War I Miles offered his services, but the offer was not accepted. In retirement he wrote articles and several books, including a two-volume memoir. Miles died in Washington, D.C., on May 15, 1925.
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Sumner, Edwin Vose (1797–1863)

Union officer. Edwin Vose Sumner was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on January 30, 1797. He was educated at the Milton Academy before enlisting in the army as a second lieutenant on March 3, 1819, and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1823. Sumner served in the Black Hawk War (1832) and on March 4, 1833, was promoted to captain and assigned to the 1st U.S. Dragoons. In 1838 he was detailed to command the cavalry instructional school at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. From 1842 to 1845 he served at Fort Atkinson, Iowa Territory. With the outbreak of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sumner was promoted to major on June 30, 1846, and assigned to the 2nd U.S. Dragoons. He saw action in numerous battles and sustained a wound during the Battle of Cerro Gordo (April 18, 1847). Sumner was brevetted lieutenant colonel and colonel during the conflict.

On July 23, 1848, Sumner was promoted to lieutenant colonel. From 1851 to 1853, he served as the acting military governor of the New Mexico Territory. On March 3, 1855, he was advanced to colonel and given command of the newly formed 1st U.S. Cavalry Regiment.

On March 16, 1861, Sumner was promoted to brigadier general and given command of the Department of the Pacific. In November 1861, he was called east to assume command of a division in Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac. On March 8, 1862, Sumner assumed command of the newly formed II Corps, which he led during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), and was appointed major general of volunteers. On July 16, 1862, he was brevetted major general in the regular army for his services in the campaign. He led his corps at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and commanded the Right Grand Division at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) before asking to be relieved of command. Appointed to command the Department of the Missouri, Sumner was given until the spring of 1863 to report for duty, but he died at his daughter’s home in Syracuse, New York, on March 21, 1863, from a heart attack.
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Michigan

INTRODUCTION

Michigan, located in the Midwest, had an 1860 population of 749,113. Michigan consists of two noncontiguous peninsulas—Lower and Upper—that are separated by the Straits of Mackinac linking Lakes Michigan and Huron. As a result, Michigan has the second-longest shoreline of all the states in the Union—some 3,300 miles. The state’s landmass encompasses 58,527 square miles. Michigan is bordered by Lake Superior and Canada to the north, Lake Michigan and Wisconsin to the west, Indiana and Ohio to the south, and Canada as well as Lakes Erie and Huron to the east.

During the Civil War, Michigan was not highly industrialized or urbanized. Agriculture, lumbering, and mining were the major industries, and vast portions of the state—especially the Upper Peninsula—were very sparsely populated. In the 1840s, large iron and copper deposits were found in the Upper Peninsula, which would aid the Union war effort. The state’s large lumbering business also aided wartime production.

Unionist sentiments ran high in Michigan, and state officials did what they could to advance the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war goals. Republican governor Austin Blair, who served from January 1861 until January 1865, was firmly antislavery and antisecessionist in his outlook. His successor, Republican Henry H. Crapo, was equally committed to the Union cause. Crapo served during 1865–1869.

From 1861 to 1865, Michigan provided 76 military units for the war effort, consisting of approximately 87,000 men, or about one-fifth of the state’s total male population of 394,694. Of the 87,000 who served, 14,700 died of all causes. Michigan’s most revered military unit was the 24th Michigan Infantry, which served gallantly with the Iron Brigade of the West and saw combat in the East for much of the war. Michigan also contributed four Union generals: Henry J. Hunt, Henry Hastings Sibley, Elon J. Farnsworth, and Orlando B. Willcox. The celebrated nurse Annie Etheridge also hailed from Michigan. She attended Union soldiers from July 1861 until April 1865. Nurses Bridget Divers and Sara Emma Edmonds also came from Michigan.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Detroit, Michigan

Principal city in Michigan and the largest in terms of population, with 45,619 people in 1860. Detroit is located in the southeast corner of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula along the Detroit River, across from Windsor, Ontario, Canada. Detroit began as a French trading center and defensive outpost. Captain Antoine Laumet, also known as Lamothe de Cadillac, first established Detroit in 1701.

Cadillac claimed, and the French Crown hoped, that Fort Pontchartrain, the post constructed on the Detroit River that connects Lake Huron to Lake Erie, would block English attempts to gain access to the Upper Great Lakes and France’s key Indian allies. Detroit was controlled by the French from 1701 to 1760, by the British from 1760 to 1796 and again from 1812 to 1813, and by the United States from 1796 to 1812 and then from 1813 to the present. From 1805 until 1847, Detroit was the capital of Michigan.

Because of its strategic location on the Detroit River and its proximity to Canada, Detroit served as a major stop along the Underground Railroad prior to the Civil War. Detroit grew modestly in population in the decades prior to the war, and like in most other parts of Michigan, the Republican Party became the city’s dominant political force beginning in the mid-1850s. Indeed, Detroit residents generally decried Southern secession and strongly backed the vigorous prosecution of the Civil War. The city provided many volunteer soldiers, some of whom fought with the vaunted 24th Michigan Infantry Regiment.

On March 6, 1863, however, Detroit witnessed a violent riot after Congress passed the Enrollment Act of 1863 (also known as the Conscription Act of 1863) just a few days earlier. Angered by the provision permitting wealthy individuals to pay a $300 commutation fee or hire a substitute, mostly working-class residents took to the streets and engaged in an hours-long rampage. When the melee was quashed at least two people lay dead, and scores of others—many of them African Americans—had been savagely beaten. At least 35 buildings were torched, and several more were badly damaged.

Detroit had not yet been transformed into the giant of industry it would later become, so its material contributions to the war effort were modest. Indeed, massive industrialization would not take root in the city until the late 1870s, but that process would continue unabated until well into the 20th century. The advent of the automotive business beginning in the early years of the 20th century would radically transform Detroit, and by the 1930s it had become the very epicenter of American heavy industry. During World War II, Detroit was referred to as the “Arsenal of Democracy” because so many war products were manufactured there.
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Grand Rapids, Michigan

City located in the west-central portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula along the Grand River, which empties into Lake Michigan some 40 miles to the west of Grand Rapids. The city derives its name from the set of rapids in the Grand River that was located in the vicinity. Grand Rapids, with an 1860 population of 8,085, was first settled by fur traders and Christian missionaries in the early years of the 19th century. The town grew rapidly, thanks to several businessmen who established commercial concerns in the area and a New York land speculator who attracted more settlers to the region. In April 1850 Grand Rapids was officially incorporated as a city, with a population of about 2,700.

Grand Rapids grew faster still after its incorporation as more commercial ventures and foreign immigrants began to move into the town. Beginning in the early 1840s, a gypsum mine not far from Grand Rapids drew much interest and resulted in additional commercial development. At that time gypsum was used chiefly as a soil supplement, but it would also be used in making plaster. By the time of the Civil War, Grand Rapids had already become a major center of furniture production, which was aided by the millions of acres of timber located throughout the state. Timber was usually transported by boat to Grand Rapids via the Grand River. The city was first served by a railroad in 1858, when the Detroit and Milwaukee line was built. Later in the 1860s, several other rail lines ran there.

Pro-Union sentiment ran deep in Grand Rapids during the war, and the city’s burgeoning furniture industry was used to manufacture gun carriages and coaches. The Republican Party enjoyed considerable support in the area and would continue to do so for many decades.
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Lansing, Michigan

Capital city of the state of Michigan since 1847. Lansing, which had an 1860 population of just 3,074, is located in the south-central portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula at the confluence of the Grand and Red Cedar Rivers. The densely wooded area that would become Lansing remained virtually untouched until 1827, when it was first surveyed, although land would not be available for sale until 1830. In late 1835 and early 1836, two unscrupulous land speculators from Lansing, New York, began selling plots in a town that did not yet exist. Numerous purchasers decided to stay in the area, despite the con game to which they had been subjected, and named the new settlement Lansing Township, after their native Lansing, New York. The settlement remained a tiny hamlet on the very edge of the frontier until 1847, when the Michigan legislature decided to relocate the state capital from Detroit in the belief that Lansing would be a safer and more central location (Detroit had been captured by the British during the War of 1812). Many scoffed at the selection, however, for Lansing at the time had fewer than 300 people and was not served even by a major road.

In 1848 Lansing Township became Lansing, and within months developers had begun to build housing near the center of the town. In 1855 Michigan State University was founded there, and in 1859 Lansing was officially incorporated as a city. Lansing had virtually no industry at the time of the Civil War; its major economic engines were the state government, lumber, and the university. Like most of Michigan, Lansing residents were staunchly pro-Union and tended to support the Republican Party. In the early years of the 20th century, Lansing did become a major industrial center with the advent of the automotive industry.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Detroit Arsenal

Arsenal built between 1833 and 1837 in Dearbornville (now Dearborn), located just outside Detroit, Michigan, near the Rouge River. Until the 1830s the Detroit Arsenal had been located within the city of Detroit, but as that city grew, many citizens became concerned that an accident or explosion at the facility could result in substantial harm to civilian residents. Thus, in 1831 Congress approved the building of a new facility, and the following year a 235-acre site was chosen upon which the new arsenal would be built. The site was chosen because of its location along the Rouge River and the Chicago Road, which linked Chicago and Detroit. Construction was begun in July 1833 and was completed in 1837.

The Detroit Arsenal at Dearbornville (named after U.S. war hero and statesman Henry Dearborn) was enclosed by a brick and masonry wall that was 10 feet high and 2.5 feet thick. Each side measured 360 feet. Within the enclosed space were 11 buildings, including an armory, a guardhouse, enlisted men’s barracks, an office, surgeon’s quarters, commandant’s quarters, and several workshops. The arsenal itself, including a large powder magazine, was located just outside the walled enclosure.

By the late 1840s and early 1850s as the American frontier shifted farther to the west and the Indian threat receded in the Midwest, the Detroit Arsenal became increasingly anachronistic. By the time of the Civil War the arsenal had only a small garrison, which was soon replaced by state troops. The facility did, however, serve as a mustering-in and training center for volunteer soldiers. In early 1865, one of the outbuildings was converted into a small chapel. Today, only the brick Federal-style commandant’s quarters still stands in its original spot; it is also the only extant building that has not been changed or renovated since the 1830s. In 1875 the U.S. government decommissioned the facility, and two years later the land and buildings were sold to the town of Dearborn.
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Fort Wayne

U.S. Army post located in Detroit, Michigan, along the Detroit River on the opposite shore from Canada. Fort Wayne, named after Major General Anthony Wayne, was initially constructed between 1843 and 1849. Designated to replace the dilapidated Fort Shelby, it was designed principally to protect the area from a potential British incursion, as Anglo-American relations had once again deteriorated because of ongoing boundary disputes. Before the facility was completed, however, the two nations had agreed to an amicable settlement of their differences, and Fort Wayne served chiefly as an infantry training center.

The outer walls of Fort Wayne, a classically designed star-shaped redoubt, were earthen ramparts covered with cedar planks punctuated by vaulted brick tunnels with artillery ports. On top of the walls were artillery placements capable of mounting large 10-inch cannon that would fire over the structure’s parapet. Before artillery could be placed in the redoubt, however, Anglo-American relations became less strained, and no heavy guns were ever installed. Surrounding the fort was a dry moat. Within the walls were a three-story Federal-style limestone barracks that also housed several ground-level mess rooms, officers’ quarters, shops, a kitchen, a commandant’s quarters, and a limestone powder magazine located next to the barracks building.

Between 1851 and 1861, Fort Wayne was essentially unused and was attended only by a watchman. After the Civil War began in 1861, the facility was quickly pressed into service as a major induction and training center for Michigan troops. It was also used as a place where injured veterans could rest before returning home. Improvements and additions to the facility during the war included reinforcing the fort’s outer walls with brick and concrete and expanding the barracks building. Between 1861 and 1920, Fort Wayne served as an active military garrison.

During World War II the facility was pressed into service as a motor supply depot, where thousands of vehicles made in Detroit were warehoused before shipment overseas. For a time the fort was also used as a detention center for Italian prisoners of war. Nearly 2,000 chiefly civilian workers were stationed there between 1942 and 1945. In 1948, the original star-shaped fort was turned over to the City of Detroit. The newer portions of the facility remained a military post, and in the 1950s antiaircraft missiles were installed there. By 1979, however, the remainder of the facility had been decommissioned and turned over to Detroit. The fort has since been undergoing a slow restoration and is now home to a military museum.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Blair, Austin (1818–1894)

Attorney, politician, and governor of Michigan. Austin Blair was born on February 8, 1818, in Caroline, New York, and graduated from Union College in 1837. Admitted to the bar in 1841, the next year he relocated to Jackson, Michigan, where he established a law practice. He subsequently held local office and served in the Michigan House of Representatives as a Whig (1845–1849). There he worked to abolish the state’s death penalty. Blair later joined the Free Soil Party, served in the Michigan Senate, and made his vehement opposition to slavery and secession plainly known. In 1854 Blair became one of the charter members of Michigan’s Republican Party. In the autumn of 1860 he was elected governor on a strong pro-Unionist platform and took office in January 1861.

Blair was an enthusiastic supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and the Union war effort. When Michigan’s fiscal woes prevented the state government from mobilizing and supplying troops at the beginning of the war, Blair launched a major donation drive that raised sufficient funds to supply the Union with troops. He also pushed for emancipation and black suffrage, which he had unsuccessfully advocated in his home state prior to the war. Blair’s tenure was considered a successful one, and he left office in January 1865. He was succeeded by fellow Republican Henry Howland Crapo.

From 1867 until 1873 Blair served in the U.S. House of Representatives, and he also waged unsuccessful bids for the U.S. Senate and another term as governor of Michigan. In 1873 he returned to Jackson, Michigan, where he practiced law until his death there on August 6, 1894.
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Crapo, Henry Howland (1804–1869)

Businessman, politician, and governor of Michigan. Henry Howland Crapo was born on May 22, 1804, in Dartmouth, Massachusetts. Crapo moved to New Bedford in 1832 and worked as a land surveyor and speculator. He also held public office, including city treasurer, and rose to the rank of colonel in the local militia. Crapo’s land speculation efforts resulted in the acquisition of large tracts of land in Michigan, and by 1856 he had relocated to Flint to better supervise his lumber and land ventures. A Republican, Crapo served as the mayor of Flint during 1860–1861. His business empire had by then come to encompass the Flint & Holly Railroad, for which he served as president.

Crapo firmly supported the prowar policies of Republican governor Austin Blair, and in 1862 Crapo was elected to the Michigan Senate, in which he served from 1863 to 1864. In 1864 he captured the Republican nomination for governor and handily defeated his opponent. Taking office in January 1865, Crapo pledged to continue his predecessor’s wartime policies and to tackle Michigan’s growing fiscal problems.

The Crapo administration governed pragmatically and efficiently. By 1865, Crapo had become a Radical Republican and helped to rally support for the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which formally outlawed slavery. After the war he took an active role in helping returning veterans and their families to adjust to postwar civilian life. Reelected in 1866, Crapo loudly protested President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction program and redoubled his efforts to balance the state’s finances. In poor health by 1868, Crapo did not seek reelection and left office in January 1869. He died in Flint, Michigan, on July 22, 1869.
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Divers, Bridget (ca. 1840–ca. 1915)

Union nurse and a Daughter of the Regiment. An Irish immigrant from a working-class background, Bridget Divers—also known as Bridget Deavers, Devens, or Devins—was born around 1840 and joined the 1st Michigan Cavalry with her husband and perhaps her child in 1861. Most details of Divers’s life remain a mystery, although it is clear that she served as a Daughter of the Regiment, part of a female support staff of the volunteer regiments. Daughters of the Regiment served a variety of roles, including cook, laundress, sutler, and nurse. Some of these women also undertook military roles on the battlefield.

Known to her comrades as “Irish Biddy” and “Michigan Bridget,” Divers earned a reputation for her willingness to remain with her regiment no matter the dangers. One of the best-known episodes of her military career came at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), when Confederate forces surprised Union troops with a sudden attack. While many soldiers responded immediately, others panicked and resisted attempts by their officers to rally them. According to soldiers’ accounts of the battle, the order to advance was all but ignored until Divers waved her cap in the air, urging them to fight to avenge her husband, who had been wounded. The men rallied and drove the Confederates back.

Divers’s wartime reputation also resulted from the nurturing stance she took toward the “boys” of her regiment. Several accounts detail her unwavering devotion late in the war. After a raid in which the regiment’s colonel was wounded and a captain was killed, Divers cared for the wounded and escorted the colonel by train to a hospital. Upon her arrival at the hospital, she discovered that the body of the captain had been left on the field. Unwilling to leave him behind, Divers reportedly rode her horse 15 miles behind Confederate lines, recovered the captain’s body, and brought it to the hospital. She then obtained a coffin and saw that his body was sent home.

Divers performed another important service for the men of her regiment as coordinator of their movements. She kept an unofficial directory detailing the whereabouts of the men and tracking their needs for supplies and armaments. Regimental commanders often directed inquiries about men in the regiment to Divers. Her heroism on the field, skills as a coordinator, and concern for the men of the 1st Michigan gained her the respect not only of the men of the regiment but also of U.S. Sanitary Commission officials and other female army nurses.

Little is known about Divers’s postwar life, although it appears that she served with the army as a laundress in the far West. The circumstances of her death are not known, but she may have died in October 1915.
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Etheridge, Lorinda Anna Blair (1844–1913)

Celebrated Union vivandière (female sutler/laundress) and nurse. Lorinda Anna (“Annie”) Blair was born in Detroit, Michigan, on May 3, 1844, but grew up mostly in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 1860 at age 16, she married James Etheridge. The following year she joined the 2nd Michigan Infantry Regiment as a nurse, although her duties also included routine camp chores, cooking, and laundering. An excellent horsewoman, she was nicknamed “Gentle Annie” by the soldiers. Annie Etheridge thought nothing of riding onto the battlefield in the midst of the fray to attend to or retrieve wounded soldiers. Transferring to the 3rd Michigan Infantry, she provided valuable medical assistance at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where she was wounded, and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Etheridge also worked as a nurse at a military hospital in City Point, Virginia. She later served with the 5th Michigan Infantry, remaining with that unit until the war’s end. Having been wounded at least one other time, by 1865 she had become a legendary folk heroine. Etheridge had received no pay for her services and was virtually without funds by 1865. She secured a position with the Treasury Department and eventually filed for a military pension, which Congress granted in 1887, at $25 a month. Etheridge died on January 23, 1913, in Prince William County, Virginia, and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Farnsworth, Elon John (1837–1863)

Union officer. Born in Livingston County, Michigan, on July 30, 1837, Elon John Farnsworth briefly attended the University of Michigan before participating as a civilian contractor in the U.S. Army’s Utah Expedition (1857–1858). In September 1861 he joined the 8th Illinois Cavalry, commanded by his uncle Colonel John F. Farnsworth, as first lieutenant and adjutant. Promoted to captain that December, Elon Farnsworth saw action in most of the Army of the Potomac’s campaigns, particularly distinguishing himself in the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), after which he was appointed to the staff of Major General Alfred Pleasonton, who urgently requested his promotion. On June 29 Farnsworth was advanced directly from captain to brigadier general of volunteers.

Given charge of the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, of the significantly augmented Cavalry Corps, Farnsworth displayed true leadership ability in a desperate engagement on July 1, 1863, with Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s Confederate cavalry in the streets of Hanover, Pennsylvania. Two days later in the waning moments of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), his division commander Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick ordered him to attack well-protected Confederate troops near Round Top on the Confederate right. When Farnsworth questioned the utility of the attack, Kilpatrick implied that his subordinate was a coward. Thus challenged, Farnsworth led what amounted to a suicidal charge that resulted in heavy losses. Struck five times by bullets, he died on the field. “Farnsworth’s Charge” severely damaged Kilpatrick’s reputation and came to symbolize the high cost of glory-seeking generalship.
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Richardson, Israel Bush (1815–1862)

Union officer. Israel Bush Richardson was born on December 26, 1815, in Fairfax, Vermont, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. He saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he was brevetted twice for extraordinary service. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1846, he was advanced to captain in 1851. In 1855 Richardson resigned from the army and took up farming in Michigan. When the Civil War began in 1861, he recruited the 2nd Michigan Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel.

During the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), Richardson led a brigade and was advanced to brigadier general on August 9, 1861, to rank from May. For the next seven months, he served in the Washington area with the Army of the Potomac. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), Richardson had charge of a division in II Corps. His reputation as an intrepid leader earned him the sobriquet “Fighting Dick.” Richardson was promoted to major general on July 5, 1862, and took a command of a division in I Corps. Within several weeks, however, he had transferred back to II Corps.

Richardson led a division during the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), he led his division in multiple attacks against Confederate lines on the so-called Bloody Lane. As Richardson was supervising a Union artillery battery, he was hit by a Confederate shell fragment and fell gravely wounded. Richardson died from his wounds at Antietam on November 3, 1862.
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Willcox, Orlando Bolivar (1823–1907)

Union officer. Born in Detroit, Michigan, on April 16, 1823, Orlando Bolivar Willcox graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in July 1847. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he was assigned to the 4th Artillery Regiment. Deployed to Mexico shortly before the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) ended, he arrived too late to see action. In 1850 Willcox, now a first lieutenant, began to combat the monotony of army life by writing novels published under the pen name “Major Walter March.”

In 1856 and 1857, Willcox pursued Billy Bowlegs’s insurgent warriors in the Florida swamps during the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). Willcox resigned his commission in 1857 and returned to Detroit, where he became a lawyer and was also a captain in his state’s militia.

On the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Willcox became colonel of the 1st Michigan Volunteer Infantry Regiment and served in Virginia. During the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), he was wounded and captured. He spent the next 13 months in Confederate prisons before being exchanged. In 1895 he received the Medal of Honor for his conduct in the battle.

After his release, Willcox was appointed brigadier general of volunteers to rank from the date of his capture and returned to the Army of the Potomac. He commanded the 1st Division of IX Corps during the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). When Major General Ambrose Burnside was chosen to head the Army of the Potomac, Willcox briefly commanded IX Corps and led it during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In the winter of 1863, IX Corps was reassigned to the Army of the Ohio, operating in the western theater. Willcox commanded the corps three more times, between early 1863 and early 1865. He briefly commanded the District of Central Kentucky before returning to Virginia in the spring of 1864. Willcox ably led a division in IX Corps during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), and during the early stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). In spite of his fine performance and superior service, Willcox was not advanced to major general and was passed over for permanent commander of IX Corps; instead, Major General John G. Parke took command in August 1864.

After being brevetted to major general in both the volunteer and regular armies, Willcox left the service after the war in 1866 and returned to the practice of law in Detroit. In July 1866, however, when Congress authorized an expansion of the regular army, Willcox reentered the service as colonel of the 29th Infantry. He transferred to the 12th Infantry in 1869. During the next 12 years, he undertook a variety of assignments.

In the spring of 1878, Willcox was assigned to head the Department of Arizona during a period of increased hostilities between the Apaches and white settlers. His four-year command in Arizona was generally successful.

On October 13, 1886, six months before retirement, Willcox was finally promoted to brigadier general in the regular army. In 1905 he moved to Coburg, Ontario, Canada. Willcox died there on May 10, 1907.
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Minnesota

INTRODUCTION

Minnesota, located in the U.S. Midwest, was admitted to the Union as a state in 1858. With an 1860 population of 172,023 people, Minnesota was quite sparsely populated at the time of the Civil War. Encompassing 84,402 square miles, Minnesota bordered the Dakota Territory to the west, Iowa to the south, Wisconsin and Lake Superior to the east, and Canada to the north. Agriculture and lumbering were its major industries; the state had few factories of any significant size. Thus, the state’s contributions to the war effort came mainly in the form of volunteer soldiers and foodstuffs.

As early as January 1861, the Minnesota legislature passed a resolution that would provide money and manpower to any Union war effort. On April 13, 1861, Republican governor Alexander Ramsey was the first governor to offer state troops for Union military service. The 1st Minnesota Infantry Regiment arrived in Washington, D.C., on June 26 and saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861).

Beginning on August 17, 1862, part of Minnesota was beset by the so-called Minnesota Sioux Uprising that claimed the lives of as many as 800 white Minnesotans; Dakota Sioux casualties are not known. Governor Ramsey committed some 1,500 militia men to quell the rebellion, which was finally subdued on September 23, 1862. After speedy trials, 38 Dakota warriors were hanged at Mankato in December 1862 in the largest public execution in American history. The uprising left many of the state’s frontier settlers on edge for the remainder of the Civil War and also caused consternation in other frontier areas, as the federal government was hard-pressed to supply any troops for the suppression of Indians during the Civil War years.

In spite of having to provide internal security to prevent Indian attacks, Minnesota furnished about 24,000 men to the Union Army during the war. The state’s most famous outfit, the 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment, served gallantly at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where on the second day of combat the regiment halted the Confederate charge against the center of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge. The resulting carnage saw 215 of the 262 men in the regiment killed or wounded.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Minnesota city located in the southeastern portion of the state along the Mississippi River just north of that river’s confluence with the Minnesota River. Minneapolis is immediately adjacent to Saint Paul, the capital of Minnesota. Together, the two cities are commonly referred to as the Twin Cities. In 1860, Minnesota had a population of 5,809.

The modern history of Minneapolis began in 1680, when French explorers first reconnoitered the area. Prior to European contact, the area had been the exclusive home of the Dakota Sioux. By 1803 with the signing of the Louisiana Purchase, the region around Minneapolis became part of U.S. territory. Land that would one day encompass the Twin Cities was also purchased by various Dakota Sioux tribes. In 1819, the U.S. government erected Fort Snelling at Minneapolis. The post was designed principally for forward defense along the frontier, namely protecting white settlers from Indian attack and maintaining the fragile peace between the Dakota Sioux and the Ojibwas.

By 1822, a large lumber operation and sawmill were established at the site, which drew increased numbers of white civilian settlers. In 1850, the first permanent dwelling constructed by a white settler appeared on the western bank of the Mississippi; this was the genesis of modern Minneapolis. Thereafter the area grew rapidly, with numerous farmers and laborers establishing themselves in and around the town. In 1854 the township of Minneapolis was formally laid out, with wide streets and cross-streets intersecting in a grid fashion. The first bridge linking Minneapolis to the east bank of the Mississippi was completed that same year. In addition to the lumber industry, nearby St. Anthony, Minnesota, was home to a large flour milling enterprise. Minneapolis was formally incorporated as a city in 1867.

Because of its small size and tiny population, Minneapolis did not contribute materially to the Civil War effort. The city did, however, furnish several infantry regiments, and in general its residents were ardently pro-Union and strongly supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war policies.

Minneapolis grew dramatically in the decades after the Civil War, becoming a major industrial and commercial center by the 20th century. Today it is the state’s largest city, with a population of some 383,000.
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Saint Paul, Minnesota

Capital city of Minnesota situated along the Mississippi River just north of that stream’s confluence with the Minnesota River. Saint Paul is immediately adjacent to Minneapolis, and Saint Paul and Minneapolis together are commonly referred to as the Twin Cities. With an 1860 population of 10,401, Saint Paul was designated the capital of the Minnesota Territory in 1849.

Saint Paul grew far more rapidly than neighboring Minneapolis, partly because of the presence of Fort Snelling, and by 1860 had twice the population of Minneapolis. The area that eventually became Saint Paul was initially home to the Dakota Sioux; in 1680, French explorers discovered the area, but it was not permanently peopled by Europeans until the early years of the 19th century.

Formally incorporated as a city in 1858, Saint Paul quickly became a major trade and transportation hub owing to its location at the confluence of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers. The city also became the gateway to the Dakotas and the western and northern frontiers of Minnesota; indeed, thousands of migrants passed through the city, bound for points north and west. Before long, it was served by several national roadways. Later still in the years after the Civil War, the city also became a major railway hub. The first rail line in Saint Paul—the Saint Paul & Pacific Railroad—was established in 1862 and linked the city with other towns in the state. By 1886, more than 250 passenger trains alone passed through the city on any given day.

Saint Paul was served by its first bridge spanning the Mississippi in 1859. The following year, the first telegraph service reached the city. By the eve of the Civil War, more than 1,000 steamboats per year were loading and unloading cargo and passengers at Saint Paul. By then, the first of several waves of immigrants began settling in and around Saint Paul; many of them were from Northern Europe, chiefly Sweden. A number of Irish immigrants also made their way to Saint Paul by the early 1860s. The city was not highly industrialized during the Civil War; its chief economic engines were agriculture and transportation (mostly water transportation). Saint Paul was also home to a large flour-milling operation.

In Saint Paul as in other parts of Minnesota, pro-Union sentiment ran high. Although the city did not materially supply the U.S. government in any great measure during the war, it did provide men for several infantry regiments. The city grew rapidly in the years after the war, becoming a major commercial and transportation center. In 2010 its population was 285,068, making it Minnesota’s second-largest city.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Gilman, Rhonda R. The Story of Minnesota’s Past. Saint Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1989.

Kunz, Virginia Brainard. Saint Paul: The First 150 Years. Saint Paul, MN: Saint Paul Foundation, 1991.

KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Ridgely

U.S. Army post located in south-central Minnesota in modern-day Nicollet County close to the southern border of the Dakota Sioux Indian Reservation and just to the northwest of New Ulm, a German émigré community. In 1851 the United States and the Dakota Sioux tribes negotiated and signed the Treaties of Traverse des Sioux and Mendota. These agreements opened Dakota lands to white settlement. In return, the Dakota Sioux were to receive monetary compensation as well as a stretch of land 20 miles wide and 150 miles long along the upper Minnesota River, where a reservation would be created. The U.S. Senate later negated the portions of the treaties calling for compensation, however, and so the Native Americans were never reimbursed for the loss of their ancestral lands.

In order to police the newly created reservation and keep the peace between the Dakota Sioux and white settlers, the U.S. Army decided to establish Fort Ridgely in 1851. Construction began in 1853 and was substantially completed in 1855. Much of the work was accomplished by troops from the 6th U.S. Infantry, who later garrisoned the facility. Typically, between 1855 and 1861 the fort’s garrison numbered between 150 and 200 men. Fort Ridgely was a fairly typical western frontier-style fort, although it was not surrounded by an outer wall, as the Native Americans lacked cannon or howitzers that would have necessitated a more substantial structure. The buildings, including a large two-story barracks, officers’ quarters, a commissary, a kitchen, a small powder magazine, and other small outbuildings, were all constructed of stone. They were erected so that they formed an open square, which created a large parade ground and open area.

Between 1855 and 1862, conditions on the reservation had steadily worsened as increasing numbers of white settlers began hunting, fishing, and clearing wilderness to establish farms, all of which placed undue burdens on the region’s natural habitat. The population of bison, deer, and bear began to decline precipitously; these game animals were traditionally the mainstays of the Dakotas’ social and economic livelihood. Compounding these problems were several years of failed crops, which brought the Dakota Sioux to the very brink of starvation, and unscrupulous practices of white fur traders, who took advantage of the tribe. Meanwhile, in 1861 the U.S. Army garrison at Fort Ridgely was withdrawn so the troops could serve on the eastern battlefields. By 1862, the facility was garrisoned by the portions of the 5th Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment.

Dakota Sioux warriors assaulted Fort Ridgely on August 20–22, 1862, during the Minnesota Sioux Uprising. At the time, the fort had a 175-man garrison and housed some 300 local white residents who had fled to the facility for protection. The garrison managed to fend off the attack by some 800 Native Americans, employing three howitzers against them. Reinforcements arrived at Fort Ridgely on August 27. This marked one of the few times a U.S. military post in the West came under attack during the Civil War.

In 1867 the army abandoned Fort Ridgely, and in 1872 the land and structures reverted to civilian use. Today only some of the original buildings’ foundations remain, but in the 1930s the old commissary was partly rebuilt. The area is now a state park and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Fort Snelling

Frontier U.S. Army post constructed between 1820 and 1824 in modern-day Hennepin County, Minnesota. Located on a high bluff overlooking the confluence of the Minnesota and Missouri Rivers, Fort Snelling—much of which still stands today—is now part of greater Minneapolis–Saint Paul. The area had traditionally been a congregating spot for the Dakota Sioux. It was also at the nexus of trade along the two rivers and was particularly important to the fur trade. After the conclusion of the War of 1812, the U.S. government decided to erect a string of forts along the northwestern frontier to protect the area from British incursions, prevent violence between Native Americans and whites, and facilitate white settlement.

By 1815, the area that would become Fort Snelling had attracted a sizable number of settlers. In 1819 the War Department charged Colonel Josiah Snelling, for whom the fort was named, with designing and building a fortification on the bluff overlooking the rivers. Snelling commanded the 5th U.S. Infantry Regiment. By 1824, most of the fort was complete and was named Fort St. Anthony; it was renamed Fort Snelling in 1825.

Fort Snelling was a large stone and masonry fortress that formed an irregular-shaped square. The outer walls were some 10–12 feet high and several feet thick. In three corners were stone bastions. In the fourth corner stood a massive round stone tower with a flat top that could be used for observation and to mount guns; it was about 25–30 feet in height. Below the top of the tower were gun placements covering the approaches at a 45-degree angle. Within the walls were a large courtyard and parade ground and numerous stone buildings, including barracks, officers’ quarters, surgeon’s quarters, storage buildings, offices, a kitchen, workshops, and a powder magazine.

In 1858 after Minneapolis and Saint Paul had been established as sizable towns, the U.S. government sold Fort Snelling, along with a large parcel of surrounding land, to Franklin Steele for $90,000. In 1861, however, with the start of the Civil War, Steele leased the facility to the U.S. government, and Fort Snelling became a mobilization and training facility for newly inducted troops. In the winter of 1862–1863 in the aftermath of the August 17–September 23 Minnesota Sioux Uprising, hundreds of Dakota Sioux women, children, and elders were housed in or near the fort to protect them from further depredations.

After the Civil War ended, the U.S. Army once again pressed Fort Snelling into service as an active base, and it remained so until 1946. Over the years, numerous changes and additions were made to the facility. After the fort was decommissioned in October 1946, many of its structures deteriorated. In 1960 it became a National Historic Landmark, and thereafter Fort Snelling underwent major restoration. The site can now be toured and is a Minnesota State Park.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Clalin, Frances Louisa (1830s–?)

One of some 400 women who fought in the U.S. Army disguised as a man. It is believed that Frances Louisa Clalin (also spelled Clatin, Claytin, Clayton) was born in rural Illinois in the 1830s. Nothing beyond that is known about the circumstances of her birth or early life. She married a man named John Clalin, and the couple eventually took up farming in Minnesota. In 1861 after the Civil War began, John Clalin enlisted in a Minnesota state cavalry outfit; Frances also enlisted in the same unit, disguised as a man. What transpired next is clouded in obscurity, but contemporary newspaper accounts, written after her ruse was uncovered, claim that the tall Frances smoked, chewed tobacco, drank liquor, and cursed so as to fit in with her male compatriots. The Clalins later enlisted in a volunteer army unit, probably from Minnesota, fighting in as many as 18 battles and skirmishes, often side by side.

John Clalin was killed in action during the Battle of Stones Mountain (December 31, 1862–January 3, 1863). Frances Clalin reportedly continued to fight, actually stepping over her husband’s body as she moved forward. Several reports suggest that she was soon injured herself, perhaps shot in the hip during the same engagement. As she was being treated for her wound, her gender was discovered. Another account suggests that she was neither injured nor discovered at Stones Mountain. It appears to be more likely that her ruse was indeed unmasked there, however, and that she was discharged and sent back to Minnesota in early January 1863. After sufficient recuperation, Clalin allegedly tried to reenlist again disguised as a man but was foiled by an astute provost marshal in Louisville, Kentucky, who sent her home. There is no record of Clalin’s life or whereabouts after this time.
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Little Crow (ca. 1810–1863)

Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) chief. Little Crow, or Taoyateduta, was born circa 1810 in a Mdewakanton Sioux village on the west bank of the Mississippi River south of present-day Saint Paul, Minnesota. He inherited the chieftaincy of the Mdewakantons on the death of his father, Wakenyantaka. Little Crow signed the Treaty of Mendota (August 5, 1851), ceding considerable Sioux territory west of the Mississippi to the United States. Under the terms of the treaty, the Mdewakantons and Wahpetons relocated to their remaining lands near the Lower Sioux Agency on the Minnesota River near present-day Mankato, Minnesota. They were to receive annuity payments for the sale of their territory, although the Sioux had unknowingly signed a second document allocating most of those funds to cover their alleged debts to white traders.
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Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) chief Little Crow had previously been hospitable and accommodating toward white settlers and ceded land to the government. Following the failure of annual annuity payments to arrive, however, in 1862 he led a bloody uprising only to be killed in an engagement the next year. (Library of Congress)

Criticized by many Sioux for signing the treaty, Little Crow declared his opposition to further land cessions. However, he continued to pursue a policy of peace with the whites. Little Crow farmed in the settlers’ manner and joined the Episcopal Church. In 1857 he organized a group of warriors to oppose fellow Sioux leader Inkpaduta after the latter’s attack on white settlers at Spirit Lake, Minnesota. The following year Little Crow traveled to Washington, D.C., hoping to remedy injustices that had arisen from the 1851 treaty. Instead, federal officials persuaded him to sign another treaty ceding more Sioux land.

In August 1862, the annuity payment failed to arrive on time. Little Crow asked U.S. Indian agent Thomas Galbraith to issue provisions from the well-stocked storehouses to feed his people until the funds arrived, but Galbraith refused. Two days later, angry young warriors killed five whites. At a council that night, Little Crow argued against war. Accused of cowardice by many Sioux, he reluctantly agreed to lead a campaign against the settlers. The next day, August 18, Little Crow led an attack on the Lower Agency in which 20 people were killed. The Sioux then moved to strike Fort Ridgely, ambushing a company of soldiers and killing 21 people on their way.

On August 19, Little Crow assembled 400 warriors to attack Fort Ridgely. The Sioux struck the following day but were repulsed. Joined that night by additional warriors who doubled the size of his force, Little Crow renewed the attack on August 22; again the Sioux were driven off, and Little Crow was wounded. Learning that Colonel Henry Sibley was on the way with 1,400 reinforcements, Little Crow decided to shift the attack to New Ulm, a German émigré community. His injury prevented him from participating in the attack, in which the Sioux burned nearly 200 buildings and inflicted more than 100 casualties on the defenders but failed to take the town. Meanwhile, small parties of warriors raided isolated settlements.

Many Sioux became disheartened with their lack of success and dropped out of the fight. Little Crow and his remaining warriors attacked Sibley’s force at Birch Coulee on September 23. Defeated, Little Crow withdrew to Devil’s Lake. Little Crow continued to launch sporadic raids and on one of these was shot and killed by a settler on June 10, 1863.
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Miller, Stephen (1816–1881)

Union officer and governor of Minnesota (1864–1866). Stephen Miller was born on January 7, 1816, in Carroll, Pennsylvania, and held a variety of jobs before becoming an editor of a Whig newspaper in Philadelphia in 1853. In 1858 he relocated to St. Cloud, Minnesota, where he was engaged in commercial endeavors. In April 1861, Miller was named lieutenant colonel of the 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861) and the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861). Miller then participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Appointed colonel of the new 7th Minnesota in August 1862, he was ordered to Minnesota, where he helped quell the Minnesota Sioux Uprising and directed the mass hanging of 38 Sioux warriors at Mankato in December 1862.

Miller saw no more combat, although he was advanced to brigadier general on October 26, 1863. He returned to Minnesota, where he was elected governor on the Republican ticket in 1863. Miller served from January 1864, at which time he resigned his army commission, until January 1866. A strong advocate of the Union war effort, he supported the Abraham Lincoln administration while championing higher education at home. Before leaving office, Miller passionately urged the state legislature to adopt black suffrage, which proved unsuccessful.

In 1871 Miller began a career with the Saint Paul & Sioux City Railroad and sat in the Minnesota House of Representatives during 1873–1875. He died at his home in Worthington, Minnesota, on August 18, 1881.
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Ramsey, Alexander (1815–1903)

Governor of Minnesota. Alexander Ramsey was born on September 8, 1815, near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Orphaned at age 10, he then lived with a maternal granduncle and worked as a clerk in his uncle’s store. Ramsey enrolled for a time in Lafayette College but left to study law with a local attorney and was admitted to the Pennsylvania bar in 1839.

A strong advocate for the Whig Party in Pennsylvania, Ramsey served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1843–1847). He then was chair of the Whig Party’s Central Committee in Pennsylvania for Zachary Taylor’s presidential bid in 1848. After Taylor secured the presidency, he appointed Ramsey the first territorial governor of Minnesota.

When Ramsey was confirmed on April 2, 1849, he assumed authority over a large territory with no infrastructure and few white settlers. Most of the territory was controlled by Indians. One of the first things Ramsey did was to establish judicial and legislative districts. He also had a census taken and arranged for the election of a territorial legislature. Ramsey was a pragmatic politician who recognized that internal improvements would further his own career. In this aspect, he was quite successful. The most outstanding achievement of Ramsey’s term as governor was the negotiation of treaties with the Sioux in 1851, opening a large portion of southern Minnesota to white settlement. Ramsey left office in May 1853.

Ramsey remained in Saint Paul, where he amassed a fortune in real estate. In 1855 he was elected mayor of Saint Paul. In 1859 he was elected Minnesota’s second state governor and was reelected in 1861. Ramsey reduced state expenditures, simplified administration in the various counties, and strengthened the state’s school system. His job was made more difficult by the Civil War, yet he was the first governor to offer troops to President Abraham Lincoln. During the 1862 Minnesota Sioux Uprising, Ramsey oversaw the organization and provisioning of troops for that brief conflict.

In 1863 Ramsey was elected to the U.S. Senate, serving from 1863 to 1875. There he joined the Radical Republicans in calling for a vigorous prosecution of the war and the military Reconstruction of the South. Ramsey voted to convict President Andrew Johnson during the latter’s impeachment trial.

Ramsey resumed private life in 1875. In 1879, President Rutherford B. Hayes appointed Ramsey secretary of war, and he served until March 4, 1881. Among his accomplishments in the post, he convinced Congress to authorize an assistant secretary of war.

In 1882 Ramsey was appointed to the Edmunds Commission, which investigated polygamy among the Mormons in Utah. The commission found that there were thousands of polygamists and recommended their disenfranchisement. Ramsey resigned from the commission in 1886 and returned to Saint Paul, where he died on April 22, 1903.
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Swift, Henry Adoniram (1823–1869)

Lawyer, businessman, politician, and governor of Minnesota. Henry Adoniram Swift was born on March 23, 1823, in Ravenna, Ohio. He graduated from Western Reserve College in 1842 and worked for a time as a tutor to a wealthy slave-owing family in Mississippi. This experience helped hone his commitment to abolitionism. After returning to Ohio, he studied law and entered a legal practice. In 1853 Swift moved his family to Saint Paul, Minnesota, and subsequently cofounded the St. Peter Land Company, a settlement and land development enterprise in Nicollet County, Minnesota.

Elected to the Minnesota Senate as a Republican in 1861, Swift was named lieutenant governor of Minnesota in March 1863, completing the term of Ignatius Donnelly, who was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. Swift served in this post until July 10, 1863, when he became governor of the state upon the resignation of Alexander Ramsey, who went on to serve in the U.S. Senate. Swift’s brief term—which lasted only until January 11, 1864—was unremarkable, although he did continue Ramsey’s pro-Union policies and willingness to support the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war program.

From 1865 until 1869, Swift was head of the U.S. Land Office in St. Peter, Minnesota, the town his company had helped establish. He also served another term in the Minnesota Senate and was a reluctant Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate in 1865, a contest that he did not win. On February 25, 1869, Swift died in St. Peter, Minnesota, of typhoid fever. Swift County, Minnesota, was later named for him.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Colvill, William, Jr. (1830–1905)

Lawyer, politician, and Union officer. William Colvill Jr. was born on April 5, 1830, in Forestville, New York. After graduating from Fredonia Academy, he became a schoolteacher and then studied law under future U.S. president Millard Fillmore. Colvill passed the bar in 1851 and commenced a legal practice in Forestville. In 1854 he relocated to Saint Paul, Minnesota, and then became a businessman and newspaper publisher in Red Wing, Minnesota. He later served in the Minnesota Territorial Council. Although he was a Democrat, Colvill was staunchly pro-Union and refused to support Southern secession.

In April 1861 Colvill enlisted in the 1st Minnesota Infantry Regiment, in which he was commissioned a captain. The outfit saw service at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). Colvill’s unit then participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was heavily engaged in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Wounded on June 30, Colvill was sent to Baltimore to recuperate.

At the end of August 1862, Colvill returned to active duty and was advanced to major. He next saw combat at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). The following month he was promoted to lieutenant colonel, and he saw significant action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

The 1st Minnesota was on hand for the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where Colvill performed well. On June 23 he was advanced to colonel and given charge of the 1st Minnesota. On the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Colvill was ordered to assault a Confederate position in an attempt to save the beleaguered Union position on Cemetery Ridge by creating a diversion and buying time for reinforcements to arrive. The charge proved catastrophic, and at least 217 of Colvill’s men were killed. Colvill himself was shot three times, causing permanent and debilitating wounds.

Colvill did not return to his unit until February 1864, which was about to be disbanded. That spring, he was made colonel of the 1st Minnesota Heavy Artillery. Colvill was brevetted brigadier general on March 13, 1865, for “gallant and meritorious service” and mustered out in July 1865. After the war, he returned to Red Wing and continued work with his newspaper. Colvill also served in the state legislature, and from 1866 until 1868 he was Minnesota’s attorney general. He then returned to Red Wing, where he practiced law and again served in the state legislature during 1878–1879. From 1887 until 1891, Colvill served as register of the Duluth, Minnesota, land office. Beginning in the 1890s, he lived on a large tract of land near Lake Superior. Colvill died on June 12, 1905, in Cannon Falls, Minnesota.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Gilman, Rhoda R. The Story of Minnesota’s Past. Saint Paul: Minnesota Historical Society, 1991.

Lass, William E. Minnesota: A History. 2nd ed. New York: Norton, 1998.

Pfanz, Harry W. Gettysburg: The Second Day. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1987.

Sibley, Henry Hastings (1811–1891)

Union officer. Henry Hastings Sibley was born on February 29, 1811, in Detroit, Michigan. He had little formal education but became a shrewd and effective businessman. As a young man Sibley moved to the Minnesota frontier, where he worked for the American Fur Company as a clerk and fur trapper.

Sibley proved adept at turning a profit in the fur business, and in 1835 he constructed the first private residence in all of Minnesota. In 1849 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a territorial delegate, and he worked hard to establish the Minnesota Territory. He served until 1853. After Minnesota was admitted to the Union, Sibley served as the state’s first governor, from 1858 to 1860.

In August 1862 the Santee (Dakota) Sioux, led by Little Crow, staged an armed rebellion throughout the Minnesota River Valley. The Sioux were reacting to increased white encroachment onto their lands and had been emboldened to fight back after most Union troops serving in the region had been sent to the East to fight in the Civil War, which was then under way. The violence began on August 17 when Native Americans attacked a white settlement in Meeker County, during which 5 settlers were murdered. Similar attacks occurred in rapid succession, stunning white Minnesotans. Sibley now offered his services to the state’s governor, who appointed him colonel in the state militia, with the task of putting down the Minnesota Sioux Uprising. Sibley assembled some 1,500 militiamen and went out in search of the Santee Sioux warriors.

Sibley fought several engagements, finally subduing the Native Americans at the Battle of Wood Lake (September 23, 1862). This effectively ended the uprising, which had nonetheless claimed between 500 and 800 lives among white settlers. On September 29 Sibley was given a commission as a brigadier general of U.S. Volunteers, largely because of his efforts during the uprising. The U.S. Senate failed to confirm his commission, which expired on March 4, 1863. Nevertheless, within days Sibley was reappointed, and the Senate confirmed this on March 20. Meanwhile, Little Crow and a number of his followers had managed to escape into the Dakotas.

After establishing a headquarters at Saint Paul and augmenting his force with Brigadier General Alfred Sully’s cavalrymen, Sibley launched an offensive into the Dakotas to ensure that the Sioux would not launch another rebellion. The resulting Sully-Sibley Campaign ended with the Battle of Stony Lake (July 28, 1863). During the campaign, Sibley’s forces suffered only about a dozen casualties; the Sioux lost at least 150 men. After that, Sibley was tasked with providing security along the western frontier. In November 1865 he was brevetted major general for his “efficient and meritorious service.” Sibley mustered out of the service in April 1866.

After the war Sibley continued his business and public service career, with considerable success. He was president of a gas company, an insurance company, and a bank. He also served in the Minnesota legislature and was a member of the Board of Regents for the University of Minnesota. Sibley died in Saint Paul, Minnesota, on February 18, 1891.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CONFLICTS

Sioux Uprising (August 17–September 23, 1862)

Armed clash between the Minnesota Sioux (several of the bands of Dakota people also known as the Santee Sioux) and U.S. Volunteer forces. The Sioux Uprising (also known as the Dakota War of 1862, the Minnesota Sioux Uprising, and Little Crow’s War) began on August 17, 1862, along the Minnesota River in Meeker County in southwestern Minnesota and ended on September 23, 1862, with the defeat of the Sioux. One of the bloodiest Indian wars in U.S. history, the conflict claimed the lives of 500–800 settlers; Native American casualties are unknown.

In 1851 the United States and the Dakota tribes signed the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux and the Treaty of Mendota, whereby the Dakota lands became open to white settlers. In return, the Native Americans were to receive monetary compensation as well as a stretch of land 20 miles wide and 150 miles long along the upper Minnesota River, where a reservation would be created. However, during the ratification process in the U.S. Senate, Article 3 of each treaty that guaranteed compensation to the Indians for their land was deleted. That along with rampant corruption in the Bureau of Indian Affairs ensured that the Native Americans would never receive the promised compensation.

When Minnesota entered the Union in 1858, its borders shifted from the Missouri River to the Red River. Despite appeals by Sioux chief Little Crow (Taoyateduta) to Washington, the northern half of the reservation was ceded for white settlement. Because of the failed negotiations, Little Crow lost much of his standing with the tribe. The Sioux were ultimately driven out of the state, and those who remained were confined to the small reservation.
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The Siege of New Ulm, after a painting by American artist Henry Auguste Schwabe. The painting depicts the attack on New Ulm, Minnesota, on August 19, during the Dakota War of 1862. (Library of Congress)

White settlement in the region began to have adverse effects on Native American lifestyles. Clearing timber to make room for farmlands interrupted the natural cycle of farming, hunting, and fishing practiced by the Sioux. Also, wildlife populations of bison, elk, whitetail deer, and bear decreased steadily because of excessive hunting by the white settlers. Dwindling lands, a lack of game, and crop failures brought starvation, and the Sioux began attacking white settlers in search of food.

On August 4, 1862, representatives of the Minnesota Sioux approached the Upper Sioux Agency to plead for food. After successful negotiations, they returned on August 15 to receive their promised supplies. However, Minnesota state senator and Indian agent Thomas Galbraith refused to distribute the supplies without payment, regardless of the previous agreement. At a subsequent meeting of the Sioux, U.S. government officials, and local traders, the Native Americans pleaded with the lead trader, Andrew Myrick, for his support, to which he essentially replied that they should go away and eat grass.

This offensive and dehumanizing comment enraged the Sioux. With the U.S. Army occupied by the Civil War, the Dakota chiefs seized the opportunity for an armed uprising. The violence began on August 17, 1862. Four Sioux men, stealing food from a settlement in Meeker County, killed five white settlers. Although Chief Little Crow initially opposed a violent solution to the problem, given the uproar among the Native Americans the other chiefs were able to convince him to lead further attacks. At the council of war, the chiefs decided to attack without warning.

Myrick was one of the first to die in the subsequent attacks. He was found dead with grass stuffed into his mouth, a macabre allusion to his earlier comment. Captain John March then led a force of 44–46 men from Fort Ridgely, but the Sioux attacked the soldiers as they were attempting to cross the Minnesota River on the Redwood Ferry on August 18. Some 25 soldiers died in the ensuing Battle of Redwood Ferry. Sioux casualties are unknown.

During the next week the Sioux, encouraged by their initial successes, attacked scores of settlements and farms, killing many white settlers in the process. They did not hesitate to attack military installations, including Forts Ridgely and Abercrombie. Fort Ridgely, now defended by about 175 men and with perhaps 300 settlers who had managed to take refuge there, came under attack by as many as 800 Sioux warriors on August 20. In two days of fighting the defenders managed to drive off the attacking Sioux, thanks in large part to the assistance of three howitzers.

The Sioux also targeted the town of New Ulm. Assaults on August 19 and 23 were repulsed, although much of the town was destroyed in the second attack; the inhabitants evacuated the settlement on August 26.

Governor Alexander Ramsey ordered Minnesota Militia colonel Henry Hastings Sibley to lead a force to relieve the settlers. Sibley was soon on the move with 1,500 men. He detached part of his force as a burial detail, and it came under attack at Birch Coulee on September 2, 1862. There 20 soldiers died and 60 more were wounded, but Sibley heard the sounds of battle, and the survivors managed to hold out until the arrival of a relief column the next day.

Sibley then sought out the hostiles and on September 23, 1862, at the Battle of Wood Lake soundly defeated the Sioux. During the next several days, many of the Sioux defected from Little Crow and began releasing captives.

By the end of November, a military tribunal had convicted 303 Native Americans of murder and rape and sentenced them to death. At the trials the Sioux had no representation, and there was no explanation to them of the proceedings. Some trials lasted only five minutes. After a review of the records, President Abraham Lincoln differentiated between the Dakota warriors accused of crimes against the United States and those accused of rape and murder of civilians. Bishop Henry Whipple pleaded with the president for clemency for the Dakotas, and Lincoln upheld the convictions of 39 Sioux accused of rape and murder and commuted the death sentences of the others. One Sioux was later reprieved. The remaining 38 sentenced to death were hanged on December 26, 1862, at Mankato, Minnesota, in the largest public execution in U.S. history.

In 1863, 1,300 to 1,700 Minnesota Sioux were sent to the Nebraska and Dakota Territories. Four years later, the surviving imprisoned Sioux were released. Thirty percent of them had died of disease while in prison. The remaining Sioux were sent to the Nebraska and Dakota Territories with their families in an attempt to expel the Sioux from Minnesota for good. After that, a bounty of $25 was paid for the scalp of any Sioux found within Minnesota borders. The U.S. government also abolished the reservation and voided all previous treaties with the Dakotas. Little Crow and his son, who had returned to Minnesota, were shot and killed by two farmers in the summer of 1863.
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Mississippi

INTRODUCTION

Mississippi, a Confederate state during the Civil War, encompasses 47,689 square miles and is bordered by Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico to the south, Louisiana and Arkansas to the west, Tennessee to the north, and Alabama to the east. Mississippi’s settlement followed traditional patterns of American western expansion, with thousands of families migrating into the region from Tennessee, Alabama, and the other southeastern states. During the 1830s, the removal of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians from northern Mississippi encouraged further white settlement. As a result, Mississippi’s population exploded from just more than 75,000 residents in 1820 to 791,305 residents in 1860.

During the 1850s, Mississippi established itself as one of the nation’s principal cotton-producing states, and for the well-heeled Mississippi planters of the era, the decade was a time of great prosperity. Slave labor fueled the state’s cotton boom, and by 1860 slaves represented 55 percent of the state’s total population.

On January 9, 1861, Mississippi became the second state to leave the Union, following South Carolina. Mississippian Jefferson Davis soon became president of the Confederacy, and Governor John J. Pettus was an enthusiastic supporter of the war effort. The state eventually contributed some 80,000 men to the Confederate Army. In addition, some 17,000 slaves and freedmen from Mississippi contributed to the Union war effort over the course of the conflict.

Mississippi possessed abundant natural resources, including fertile farmland drained by significant rivers such as the Pearl, Tombigbee, Big Black, Yazoo, and Pascagoula as well as by the Mississippi River itself. This led to the development of an agricultural economy in the state based almost entirely on cotton production. The dominance of cotton, however, resulted in a lack of diversification in the region’s overall economy that would hurt the state during the war years. Once the war began, Mississippi quickly exhausted its supply of livestock, and state leaders met with little success in convincing their constituents to grow more food crops and less cotton. Ultimately, this failure led to significant food shortages in the state by mid-1863. Indeed, Mississippi’s entire economy stumbled precipitously due to rampant inflation, the lack of solvent banks, and a staggering decline in consumable resources on every level.

The state’s political environment was also in disarray for most of the war, with Union troops forcing the state’s two governors—John Jones Pettus (1861–1863) and Charles Clark (1863–1865)—to relocate the state capital seven times. Beginning in 1862, Mississippi’s leaders found it more and more difficult to deal with economic problems and maintain law and order at the local level.

As the war progressed, especially after the spring of 1862, a good deal of fighting took place in the state. The town of Corinth, a significant railroad center in northeastern Mississippi, fell to Union forces in May 1862. The following year, Union troops captured the state capital at Jackson on May 14, 1863, and took Vicksburg, an important Confederate port on the Mississippi River, on July 4. Mississippi’s state government surrendered to Union authorities on May 22, 1865. Few Mississippi families were free from tragedy during the war years, and the state as a whole suffered some 22,000 deaths in the conflict. Mississippi also sustained considerable damage to its infrastructure, especially its railroads. Mississippi was readmitted to the Union on February 23, 1870.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Corinth, Mississippi

Confederate railroad center located in northeastern Mississippi along the Tennessee-Mississippi border. By 1861, Corinth was a boom town. Founded in 1853 and originally called Cross City, the settlement grew quickly because of its strategic location at the crossroads of two major rail lines. The Mobile & Ohio Railroad ran north and south through the town, and the Memphis & Charleston Railroad—the backbone of the Confederacy—ran east and west. The town boasted some 1,500 residents, a number of thriving businesses, a women’s college, and three hotels.

With the outbreak of hostilities in April 1861, Corinth from a military standpoint was one of the most important towns in the South. Many of the trains that had once generated business for Corinth began ferrying soldiers and supplies to points throughout the Confederacy. The lines that intersected at Corinth connected the upper South with the cotton states of the lower South and connected the Mississippi River with the Atlantic Ocean. Confederate authorities immediately recognized the importance of holding the town, while U.S. officials promptly realized that capturing Corinth could significantly disrupt Confederate supply lines.

During the war, Corinth was a hub of both Confederate and Union activity. Following the bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), which took place about 20 miles distant from Corinth and was prompted by a Confederate attack to forestall a Union advance on Corinth, the town became one giant field hospital for thousands of wounded Confederate soldiers. The next month, Union forces advanced on Corinth and placed it under siege (May 3–30). The Confederates were forced to abandon the town and withdrew to Tupelo, Mississippi, some 52 miles to the south of Corinth. Union troops then occupied the area.

In the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), the Confederates tried unsuccessfully to retake the town. That bloody affair claimed 2,500 Union and 2,460 Confederate casualties; an additional 1,763 Confederates were reported missing or deserted. For the balance of the war, Corinth remained in Union hands.

During Reconstruction county lines were redrawn in northern Mississippi, and Corinth became the county seat of the newly created Alcorn County. In the years after the war, the town was also a popular site for Confederate veterans’ reunions.
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Jackson, Mississippi

Capital city of Mississippi located in the west-central part of the state along the Pearl River, which eventually empties into the Mississippi Sound at the Louisiana-Mississippi border. Jackson was a very small town in 1860, with a population of only 3,191. Prior to European settlement, the area that became Jackson was part of the Choctaw Nation’s homeland. The Choctaws gradually ceded the region to the United States, often under pressure.
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The Battle of Jackson, Mississippi in May 1863. General Ulysses S. Grant attacked Jackson, Mississippi with his entire Army of Tennessee, which resulted in the defeat of Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston. This victory allowed Grant to focus on the Confederate defenses in Vicksburg. (Library of Congress)

The first permanent European settlement at Jackson was established by a French trader in the late 1700s and became known as LeFleur’s Bluff. It became a major stopping point along the critical Natchez Trace. After Mississippi gained statehood in 1817, state officials began looking for a centrally located area in which to establish a permanent capital (the current capital was in Natchez).

In 1821 the current spot was selected, and the new capital was named after Andrew Jackson, a major general in the U.S. Army and future president of the United States. The new town was initially laid out in a checkerboard format, which featured residential and commercial areas interspersed at regular intervals with parks or open space. The Mississippi legislature first convened in Jackson in December 1822.

Between the early 1820s and the early 1840s, Jackson grew quite slowly, as it was then still considered part of the American western frontier. In 1840 the first rail line reached the city and linked it with Vicksburg, among several other Mississippi towns. Because Jackson was not on or close to the Mississippi River, it did not benefit from the rise of river traffic and commerce. There was no industry to speak of, and the town functioned chiefly as the seat of state government and the center of local trade, mostly in agricultural products, including Mississippi’s staple crop, cotton.

By the time Civil War began in 1861, Jackson had developed into a fairly significant center for manufacturing and trade. The city also boasted several more rail lines running through it, some of which were militarily strategic. For these reasons, Jackson became a primary target of Union forces operating in the lower portion of the western theater. In May 1863, Union forces under the overall command of Major General Ulysses S. Grant marched on Jackson, arriving on the outskirts of the city on May 13. Believing erroneously that they were hopelessly outnumbered, the Confederates decided to withdraw from Jackson, and on May 14, Union troops moved into the city. Union forces proceeded to destroy Jackson’s machine shops and factories, cut telegraph lines, and rip up railroad track before departing on the morning of May 16. The Union seizure of Jackson was a major blow to Confederate morale. More important, it prevented Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston from using the city as a base for his rapidly growing forces east of Vicksburg. Only weeks later, Johnston’s army managed to retake Jackson.

In early July, Union major general William T. Sherman was dispatched to engage Johnston’s force. Arriving on the outskirts of Jackson on July 10, 1863, Sherman opted to assault the Confederates in their earthworks just outside the city and to implement a siege instead of risking a frontal assault. On July 16 following a failed cavalry assault against Union forces, Johnston decided to quit the city for a second time. Union forces entered Jackson on July 17. Part of the city was destroyed by fires set by fleeing Confederate troops, while more damage was inflicted by the Union occupiers. Jackson remained in Union control until war’s end.

Recovery from the war was slow, and by 1900 Jackson’s population was only 7,816, barely twice the 1860 population. In the early years of the 20th century, however, Jackson grew at a much faster rate, in part because of new rail lines and other transportation infrastructure but also because of the discovery of nearby large natural gas and oil deposits.
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Meridian, Mississippi

Town located in east-central Mississippi very near the Mississippi-Alabama border in Lauderdale County. Meridian had an 1860 population of about 1,875. The town’s chief importance during the Civil War was as the meeting place of three strategic rail lines. Meridian is located approximately 95 miles east of Jackson, the state capital, and about 150 miles west of Birmingham, Alabama. The area that eventually became Meridian was originally home to the Choctaw Nation; in 1830, the U.S. government secured the area from the Choctaws by way of treaty, and thereafter the first white settlers began making their way into the region.

In 1831 Richard McLemore, a Virginian, received a 2,000-acre land grant from the U.S. government and established a small plantation in the area that would eventually become Meridian. More settlers began arriving, and by 1833 Lauderdale County was established. Beginning in the early 1850s, several rail lines intersected in the area, including the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, the Vicksburg & Montgomery Railroad, and the Southern Railway. Soon a small town, named Meridian, began to develop around the rail depot. By the late 1850s a large influx of railway workers had made their way to the town, and by 1860 the community was formally incorporated as Meridian, Mississippi. After the Civil War began in 1861, the Confederates erected massive storage houses and an arsenal, transforming Meridian into a major distribution center for foodstuffs and a significant storage and staging area for the manufacturing of cannon and other ordnance in Selma, Alabama, which lay about 75 miles to the east.

In February 1863, Meridian became the principal target of Union major general William T. Sherman’s campaign to destroy Mississippi’s remaining rail system. On February 14, Sherman’s troops entered Meridian without opposition. They remained in the town for five days, destroying miles of railroad lines, bridges, 20 locomotives, and rolling stock. They also torched the arsenal, storehouses, and many other buildings. The Meridian Campaign was a major blow to Confederate morale and further hampered the Confederacy’s logistical system and manufacturing.

After the war, Meridian bounced back quickly from the devastation of the Meridian Campaign and soon again reclaimed its title as a major transportation hub. More rail lines began to serve the city, and it soon became a significant manufacturing center. Indeed, between 1890 and the early 1930s, Meridian was Mississippi’s largest city and one of the South’s premier industrial centers.
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Vicksburg, Mississippi

Strategic Mississippi town located in the west-central portion of the state at the confluence of the Mississippi and Yazoo Rivers. With an 1860 population of 4,591, Vicksburg was Mississippi’s second-largest city at the time of the Civil War. The town, which sits atop a bluff on the east bank of the Mississippi, is 40 miles west of Jackson, the state capital, and about 235 miles northwest of New Orleans, Louisiana.

Initially part of the territory controlled by the Natchez Indian tribe, the area that eventually became Vicksburg was first settled by the French in 1719, when they erected a small fort overlooking the Yazoo River. Ten years later the Natchez attacked the fort and surrounding settlement, scattering and killing the French settlers. Thereafter the Choctaws, who had traditionally been adversaries of the Natchez, took control of the region. In 1790 the Spanish erected a fort at the future site of Vicksburg, which later passed into U.S. control.

Vicksburg, formally chartered in 1825, was named after influential local Methodist minister Newitt Vick. Thereafter, the town grew quickly owing to its strategic placement along two major rivers. Shipping and trade became its primary economic engines in the decades leading up to the Civil War.

Vicksburg’s strategic location made it a primary Union target during the Civil War, for control of Vicksburg also meant control of the lower Mississippi River. Indeed, Vicksburg was the object of two major Union offensives against it, both directed by Major General Ulysses S. Grant. The first, during October 16–December 20, 1862, was cancelled after the disastrous Confederate raid on the Union supply base at Holly Springs on December 20, in which more than $1.5 million in Union supplies were lost. Grant resolved to proceed against Vicksburg again in the spring of the following year. His second larger effort occurred during April 1–July 4, 1863, with Vicksburg under siege from May 22 until July 3. Many of Vicksburg’s residents were forced to find shelter in caves and bombproofs as Union artillery pounded the city, and food was critically short. The Confederates finally surrendered on July 4, with the seizure of Vicksburg being a major strategic and psychological blow to the Confederacy.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Massachusetts

Military redoubt located on the northern shore of West Ship Island on the Mississippi coast of the Gulf of Mexico. Fort Massachusetts is situated at the western tip of the island. In 1969 Hurricane Camille, a catastrophic Category 5 storm with winds of 190 miles per hour, split Ship Island in two; thereafter, the two noncontiguous landmasses were renamed East Ship Island and West Ship Island.

Fort Massachusetts was designed principally to protect the central Gulf Coast and the city of New Orleans from seaborne attack. Congress requisitioned the land upon which the redoubt would be built in 1847 and then in 1856 formally authorized construction, which began in June 1859 under the supervision of the Army Corps of Engineers. The work itself was performed chiefly by civilian laborers.

The design featured a rather unique semicircular structure, with the curved portion facing the water. It was built of brick and mortar. The rear of the fort, which consisted chiefly of earthworks, was straight; when viewed from above, the fort resembled a half moon. By the end of 1860, the fort’s walls were anywhere from six to eight feet high, but the facility was only about two-thirds complete.

In early January 1861 when Mississippi became the second state to secede from the Union, Mississippi militiamen seized Fort Massachusetts but quickly abandoned it. That June a contingent of regular Confederate troops secured the facility and placed several cannon there, facing the water. On July 9 the approach of the Union screw steamer warship Massachusetts led to a 20-minute exchange of fire, with virtually no damage to either side. This marked the only action the fort would see during the conflict. Meanwhile, Confederate troops labored to shore up the fort’s walls with timber and sandbags, but with their position vulnerable to a Union seaborne attack, the Confederates recognized the inevitable. On September 16, 1861, the garrison set fire to its barracks, sabotaged the lighthouse, and abandoned the island. The next day the Massachusetts arrived and offloaded Union troops, who took possession.

Union forces now began work to complete Fort Massachusetts, which was named for the Union warship. Union troops also erected barracks, a hospital, and a mess hall on the site. Fort Massachusetts and Ship Island became a major staging area for Union forces during the New Orleans Campaign (April 18–May 1, 1862), at one point accommodating almost 18,000 troops. Construction on Fort Massachusetts continued, as Ship Island became a major Union ship repair and ordnance and supply storage location.

Construction work on Fort Massachusetts halted in the autumn of 1866 when, bereft of a Union garrison, it was turned over to a civilian caretaker. Later when artillery was mounted, an ordnance sergeant was assigned to the facility. In 1903 the guns were removed, but during World War II antiaircraft batteries were placed near the fort. The fort still stands today but has suffered deterioration because of the harsh climate and many storms. Hurricane Katrina in 2005 caused minor damage to the structure. Recently, the Corps of Engineers refurbished the island’s beach in an attempt to keep waves and tides from causing additional damage. The fort’s outer brick walls have been undergoing restoration since 2001.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Clark, Charles (1811–1877)

Confederate officer and governor of Mississippi. Charles Clark was born on May 24, 1811, in Warren County, Ohio. He moved to Mississippi, where he became a schoolteacher, when he was 21 years old. Clark sat in the state legislature for two terms—once as a Whig and then as a Democrat—and also purchased and supervised a large plantation in Bolivar County. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a volunteer colonel.

When the Civil War began, Clark was appointed a brigadier general of Mississippi state troops. He was then quickly advanced to major general before the men could be incorporated into Confederate service. When that occurred in May 1861, Clark received a commission as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army.

Clark saw action in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was wounded. During the Battle of Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862), he was gravely injured in the legs by the explosion of a shell. Taken prisoner, he was eventually exchanged and returned home.

By 1863 Clark reentered the political fray, moving about on crutches and heavy leg braces. Elected governor of Mississippi, he took office in November 1863. Clark faced enormous challenges, chiefly Mississippi’s severely depressed economy. He tried to spur the development of industry and the cultivation of crops other than cotton but was less than successful. Clark also encouraged his constituents to do everything in their power to maintain a vigilant home defense.

In May 1865 while Clark was addressing the state legislature, he was arrested by Union authorities and imprisoned at Fort Pulaski, Georgia. Several months later he was freed and returned to his plantation. He subsequently embarked on a legal career. Clark died on December 18, 1877, in Bolivar County, Mississippi.
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Davis, Jefferson Finis (1808–1889)

U.S. senator, secretary of war, and president of the Confederate States of America. Born in Christian County, Kentucky, on June 3, 1808, Jefferson Finis Davis lived in Louisiana and Mississippi as a youth. He attended Jefferson College (Mississippi) and Transylvania University in Lexington, Kentucky, before securing an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, where he graduated in 1828.

As a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Infantry Regiment, Davis served on the northwestern frontier. He also served in the Black Hawk War of 1832. Davis soon became romantically involved with Sarah Knox Taylor, daughter of Colonel Zachary Taylor. Davis subsequently resigned his commission and married Sarah Taylor in 1835. (She died that same year of malaria, and in 1845 Davis married Varina Banks Howell.) Davis’s older brother Joseph then gave him a plantation adjoining his own on the banks of the Mississippi River north of Natchez, Mississippi.

For the next few years, Davis directed his plantation, Brierfield. In 1843 he began his political career, running unsuccessfully for the state legislature. In 1844 he ran successfully for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. With the outbreak of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Davis resigned his congressional seat to accept the colonelcy of the 1st Mississippi Rifles Regiment, winning accolades for gallantry in the Battle of Monterrey and the Battle of Buena Vista. He subsequently turned down a commission as brigadier general and left the military.

In 1847 Davis accepted an appointment to the U.S. Senate, and in 1848 the state legislature elected him to a full term. In the Senate he became chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, but in 1851 he resigned to enter the Mississippi gubernatorial race. Campaigning on a platform opposing the Compromise of 1850, he lost. Davis nevertheless remained active in Democratic politics and campaigned vigorously for presidential candidate Franklin Pierce. Having won the election, Pierce appointed Davis secretary of war in 1853. Davis proved highly effective in this post, supporting the department’s ongoing modernization program that included the adoption of the percussion cap rifled musket. In 1855 he oversaw the formation of the elite 1st and 2nd Cavalry Regiments (later redesignated the 4th and 5th Cavalry Regiments) and packed them with promising officers, a notable percentage of whom were Southerners, which invited some criticism. He also advocated the building of a transcontinental railroad along a southern route. As one of the most influential members of Pierce’s cabinet, Davis took a leading role in securing the president’s approval of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. Davis left the war office in 1857 and Mississippi returned him to the U.S. Senate that same year. In 1858 he made several speeches in which he derided secession.

In 1860 Davis introduced a series of six strongly proslavery resolutions in the Senate. Their chances of passage were nil, but Davis meant them to become a rallying point for Southern Democrats, a position that would bar likely Democratic presidential nominee Stephen A. Douglas’s platform. When the party convention met that summer, it split. Several weeks later, a Southern convention nominated Vice President John C. Breckinridge on a platform similar to the position that Davis had staked out. In the autumn, victory went to neither Breckinridge nor Douglas but instead to Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln. In response, seven states of the Deep South, including Mississippi, seceded from the Union, an action that Davis strongly approved.
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Jefferson Davis served with distinction in the Mexican-American War, then was a U.S. senator from Mississippi and highly effective secretary of war. Elected president of the Confederate States of America, Davis proved far less successful as a war leader. (Library of Congress)

In February 1861, a convention of the seceding states organized the Confederate States of America and chose Davis as president. Davis energetically began preparing the Confederacy for war. When Lincoln declined to withdraw U.S. troops from Fort Sumter, Davis authorized the use of force, an action on April 12 that initiated the Civil War. The North now mobilized for war, and four border states joined the Confederacy.

Although Davis’s loyalty to the South and its cause of independence were unquestioned, as president he proved far less successful than his Union counterpart, Lincoln, who lacked Davis’s military experience and expertise. Prideful and stubborn, Davis could not abide criticism, and he regularly refused to compromise. Convinced of his own superior military knowledge, he often rejected sound advice and made a number of extraordinarily poor personnel assignments. His decision to withhold cotton exports at the beginning of the war in the hopes of forcing Britain and France to recognize the Confederacy proved to be a major blunder. Davis also could be accused of favoring his friends. Until the final few months of the war the Confederate Congress generally cooperated with his policies, but the great loyalty of Southerners by the end of the war was to General Robert E. Lee rather than to Davis.

With the impending fall of Richmond, Davis fled the capital in early April 1865 in hopes of carrying on the war from somewhere else, but Union cavalry apprehended him near Irwinville, Georgia, on May 10. Davis was imprisoned for two years in Fort Monroe, Virginia, an unpleasant interlude that won him great sympathy among white Southerners. Although he had obviously committed treason, the government ultimately dropped the case against him.

Following his release, Davis served as president of the Carolina Life Insurance Company. In 1877 he moved to Beauvoir, an estate near Biloxi, Mississippi, as a guest of its owner, Sarah Dorsey, who willed it to him on her death in 1879. There he wrote a two-volume memoir. Davis died in New Orleans on December 6, 1889.
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Edmondson, Isabella (1840–1873)

Confederate spy and smuggler. Isabella “Belle” Edmondson was born in Pontotoc, Mississippi, on November 17, 1840. She and her sisters were educated at Franklin Female College in Holly Springs, Mississippi. In 1860 the family moved to Elm Ridge in Shelby County, Tennessee, on the outskirts of Memphis. At the onset of the Civil War, Edmondson was recovering emotionally from a broken engagement. As with many young women of her age and social class, she nursed and fed soldiers and sewed shirts and flags for the Confederate cause while also contributing to the running of her family’s household. But Edmondson sought more exciting activities that suited her rebellious and high-spirited nature.

Edmondson’s brother James organized Company B of the 154th Tennessee Regiment in May 1861, while her other brother, Edmund, joined that regiment and became one of Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s scouts. In 1862 after the fall of Memphis to Union forces, Edmondson began smuggling information and goods to Confederate officials. Her family’s home was perfectly situated between the Mississippi border and Memphis. Both Confederate and Union troops patrolled the vicinity.

Edmondson kept diaries in which she described her activities. Her correspondence with family and friends also revealed the extent of her smuggling activities. As with many female agents, she carried information in her bodice or secreted medicine in hidden pockets inside her clothing. Women were usually not subject to search by male soldiers or captors. One activity that Edmondson prided herself in was the sorting and mailing of letters from Confederate soldiers to their families. Other items that she transported included amputation tools, boots, medicine, salt, and cloth. Edmondson evidently enjoyed her espionage work because it allowed her to transcend the societal confines of her gender and provided excitement and drama. During her activities, she met with numerous Confederate generals.

After Union officials learned of her activities and issued a warrant for her arrest in June 1864, Edmondson fled to Waverly Plantation in Mississippi (Clay County), where she resided until the end of the war. She returned to Memphis only near the end of her life, when she became friends with former Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his family. Some suggest that Edmondson’s sudden death on June 14, 1873, was by her own hand, but a yellow fever epidemic hit Memphis in 1873, and she may well have succumbed to it. As with many women spies and scouts for the Confederacy, there is little documentation of Edmondson’s activities.
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Pettus, John Jones (1813–1867)

Mississippi governor. Born on October 9, 1813, in Wilson County, Tennessee, John Jones Pettus moved to Kemper County, Mississippi, as a child. A self-made man, he began his political career representing Kemper County in the state legislature and later served as the president of the Mississippi Senate. In that capacity, he was briefly elevated under the Mississippi Constitution to serve as the state’s governor in January 1854 after the sitting governor resigned from office five days before his elected successor was sworn in. Afterward Pettus remained in the legislature, where he loudly and dramatically defended states’ rights and slavery as sectional tensions increased. In 1859 he ran for governor representing the radical wing of the state’s Democratic Party, campaigning on a platform that included heavily arming the state to defend the institution of slavery should a Republican win the presidency. Pettus handily defeated his opponent, which represented a significant victory for secessionists around the state. In response to Republican Abraham Lincoln winning the presidency in November 1860, Pettus helped lead the effort to take Mississippi out of the Union.

Although Pettus promoted secession, he found the task of being a wartime governor difficult. The state’s fragile military infrastructure created major logistical problems related to the distribution of military supplies and the mobilization of the state’s troops. After a two-year term Pettus won reelection in 1861, but the problems related to Mississippi’s war effort only grew worse. During his second administration the state capital at Jackson fell to Union forces, as did the important port city of Vicksburg on the Mississippi River. Constitutionally restricted from seeking a third term, Pettus left office in November 1863, by which time many of his once-enthusiastic supporters were blaming him for Mississippi’s setbacks.

When the state that he had led out of the Union in 1861 officially surrendered in 1865, Pettus signed a loyalty oath to the United States and, his health failing, moved to Arkansas. He died in Jefferson County, Arkansas, on January 28, 1867.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Barksdale, William (1821–1863)

Confederate officer. William Barksdale was born on August 21, 1821, in Smyrna, Tennessee, but moved to Columbus, Mississippi, as a young man. After studying at the University of Nashville, he was admitted to the bar in 1839 but eschewed legal practice, instead becoming the editor of a proslavery newspaper in Columbus. Barksdale served as a volunteer captain during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1852 as a Democrat, serving from 1853 until 1861 and earning a reputation as an ardent supporter of states’ rights. He also supported Southern secession by 1860.

In the early spring of 1861, Barksdale was quartermaster general for Mississippi state forces before being named colonel of the 13th Mississippi Infantry. Ordered east, he and his brigade participated in most of the key early battles in that theater. Barksdale led his regiment during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and took temporary command of Brigadier General Richard Griffith’s brigade after Griffith was mortally wounded during the Battle of Savage’s Station (June 29, 1862).

On August 12, 1862, Barksdale was advanced to brigadier general, leading a brigade in I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. Like its commander, the outfit was known for its fierce fighting spirit. During the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863), Barksdale helped stall the Union advance until the afternoon of May 3, which gave General Robert E. Lee sufficient time to prepare his forces for the final push in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

Always willing to lead his men directly into combat, Barksdale was mortally wounded on the second day of fighting in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Taken prisoner by Union troops, he died on July 3.
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Humphreys, Benjamin Grubb (1808–1882)

Confederate officer. Benjamin Grubb Humphreys was born on August 26, 1808, in Claiborne County, Mississippi. He attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but was expelled in 1826 for participation in a prank that went awry. After that he studied law, became an attorney, and sat in the state legislature (1839–1844). Humphreys was also a successful planter. With the start of the Civil War, he entered Confederate service.

After recruiting an infantry company, Humphreys received a captain’s commission on May 18, 1861, and was assigned to the 21st Mississippi Infantry Regiment. In September, he was advanced to colonel and given charge of the regiment. Serving under Brigadier General William Barksdale, Humphreys’s regiment saw combat during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) as well as in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

Present for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Humphreys took command of his brigade on the second day of fighting after Barksdale was killed in action. On August 14, 1863, Humphreys was promoted to brigadier general, to date from August 12. The next month his brigade was dispatched to the west, where it was engaged during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863).

The following year, Humphreys saw action at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Late in the summer his brigade was sent to the Shenandoah Valley, where on September 3 near Berryville, Virginia, Humphreys was seriously injured. He was thereafter unable to hold a field command. Humphreys briefly commanded a subdistrict in Mississippi before being paroled in May 1865.

In early October 1865 Humphreys was elected governor of Mississippi, over the objections of federal authorities who wished to install a governor of their choosing. Nevertheless, Humphreys was inaugurated on October 16, but he repeatedly crossed swords with federally imposed state authorities. In June 1868 he was forced from office.

Humphreys resumed his plantation operations and was also an insurance agent after leaving office. He died on December 20, 1882, in Leflore County, Mississippi.
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Posey, Carnot (1818–1863)

Confederate officer. Carnot Posey was born on August 5, 1818, in Wilkinson County, Mississippi. He earned a law degree from the University of Virginia. Upon his return to his family’s plantation, Posey began a legal practice in Woodville, Mississippi. In 1846 at the start of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he became a first lieutenant in Colonel Jefferson Davis’s 1st Mississippi Rifles. An intrepid soldier, Posey sustained a wound at the Battle of Buena Vista (February 23, 1847). After his return to Mississippi, he supervised his plantation and practiced law. From 1857 to 1861, he served as the U.S. district attorney for southern Mississippi.

After the start of the Civil War, Posey was commissioned a captain on May 21 but quickly was made colonel of the 16th Mississippi Infantry. Sent to Virginia, he led this regiment capably in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861); the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21); the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862), when he was wounded in the chest and right arm; the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862); the Battle of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862); and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). On November 1, 1862, Posey was advanced to brigadier general and given charge of a brigade in Major General Richard H. Anderson’s division in the Army of Northern Virginia. Posey fought in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

During the Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863), Posey sustained a nonlethal wound to the left thigh from a shell fragment. He was first taken to Culpeper, but infection set in, and he became gravely ill. Sent to Charlottesville, Posey died there on November 13, 1863.
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Van Dorn, Earl (1820–1863)

Confederate officer. Earl Van Dorn was born near Port Gibson, Mississippi, on September 17, 1820. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. Assigned to the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment, he saw garrison duty at Fort Pike, Louisiana.

Upon the U.S. annexation of Texas in 1845, the 7th Infantry was posted to Fort Brown, near the Mexican border. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Van Dorn saw extensive service, fighting in the Battle of Monterrey, the landing and siege of Veracruz, the Battle of Cerro Gordo, the Battle of Churubusco, and the fighting for Mexico City, where he was twice wounded. Having been promoted to first lieutenant in March 1847, he was brevetted captain and major.

After the war, Van Dorn served in the West. Promoted to captain in 1855, he was assigned to the elite new 2nd Cavalry Regiment and saw duty on the Texas frontier. He was badly wounded during a raid on a Comanche and Kiowa village in Indian Territory (Oklahoma) in October 1858. Van Dorn was promoted to major in June 1860.

When his home state of Mississippi seceded from the Union, Van Dorn resigned from the U.S. Army and was appointed a brigadier general of Mississippi state troops. When Jefferson Davis accepted the presidency of the Confederacy, Van Dorn was promoted to major general. Van Dorn soon tired of his state military duties, and on March 16, 1861, he accepted a commission as a colonel in the Confederate Army. He was posted to the Department of Texas to raise a brigade of volunteers. Soon after the beginning of the Civil War, Van Dorn defeated Union forces at Galveston on April 14, 1861, and then moved against remaining Union forces at Indianola, forcing them to surrender on April 23.

Van Dorn was promoted to brigadier general on June 5 and to major general on September 19. After a brief stint in the East, he was assigned as commander of the newly created Trans-Mississippi District. Van Dorn assumed the position on January 29, 1862, and one of his first tasks was to mediate a long-running dispute between his two principal subordinates, Brigadier General Ben McCulloch and Major General Sterling Price.

By early 1862 the state of Missouri was nearly entirely in Union hands, and Van Dorn made plans to retake the state for the Confederacy. As he moved north, he was forced to deal with Union forces under Brigadier General Samuel Curtis in Benton County, Arkansas. Although his own forces outnumbered those of his opponent, Van Dorn lost the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862).

Ordered across the Mississippi River, Van Dorn’s forces were once again defeated at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) by Union forces under Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans. Van Dorn was forced to undergo a court of inquiry, including a charge of being drunk during the battle, but he was ultimately exonerated. Nonetheless, he was never again trusted with command of an army.

On March 16, 1863, Van Dorn assumed command of the cavalry in the Confederate Army of Tennessee, and he proved highly effective in leading it in a number of actions with Union forces in middle Tennessee and Mississippi, to include the highly successful raid against the Union supply depot at Holly Springs, Mississippi, in December 1862.

Van Dorn apparently also had a dark side. On May 7, 1863, Dr. George B. Peters burst into Van Dorn’s headquarters near Spring Hill, Tennessee, and shot him in the head, alleging that Van Dorn had “violated the sanctity” of his home, meaning that Van Dorn was having an affair with Peters’s wife.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Iuka, Battle of (September 19–20, 1862)

Small western theater engagement. In mid-September 1862, U.S. major general Ulysses S. Grant, commanding the 45,000-man Army of the Tennessee, had his assets stretched out over a considerable territory, although his chief forces were with him at Corinth, Mississippi. Grant now found his lines of communication threatened by Confederate major general Sterling Price and his Army of the West of 15,000 men, which had driven the Union garrison of 2,000 men from Iuka, Mississippi, on September 14 and occupied that Union supply depot, securing substantial stocks of supplies that the retreating Union troops had failed to destroy.

After occupying Iuka, Price awaited the arrival of Major General Earl Van Dorn’s Army of West Tennessee (7,000 men). The Confederate generals hoped to occupy Grant and prevent him from joining his own forces with those of Major General Don Carlos Buell against Confederate general Braxton Bragg to the east.

Grant, rather than waiting to be attacked, moved against Price. The Union commander planned a double envelopment, with Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans and his Army of the Mississippi to approach Iuka from the southwest, while three divisions of Grant’s own army under Major General Edward O. C. Ord were to attack out of the northwest against the Confederate front. Grant’s plan went awry when Rosecrans took the wrong route and failed to cut the Confederate line of retreat.

Grant had ordered Ord to wait until he heard the sounds of Rosecrans in battle south of Iuka before driving from the north, but an anomaly known as an acoustic shadow in the form of wind blowing from the northwest prevented Ord and Grant from hearing the sounds of the battle. Rosecrans and his advance units of some 4,500 men were forced to fight Price alone. Rosecrans was successful, and Price withdrew from Iuka along the Fulton Road, which the Union forces had failed to block, in order to rendezvous with Van Dorn. Although the Union forces had retaken Iuka and captured 1,629 stands of arms, substantial ammunition stocks, and considerable stores, Rosecrans had failed to prevent Price and Van Dorn from joining forces. Together the two Confederate generals would attempt to defeat the Union forces at the critical railroad junction of Corinth in the second battle for that place, on October 3–4, 1862.

Grant was critical of Rosecrans for failing to mount an aggressive pursuit of Price, and the Battle of Iuka marked the beginning of a falling out between the two men. Union casualties in the Battle of Iuka totaled 782 (144 killed, 598 wounded, and 40 captured or missing). The Confederates lost 1,516 (263 killed, 692 wounded, and 561 captured or missing).
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Corinth, Battle of (October 3–4, 1862)

Confederate attempt to recapture the important northern Mississippi hub of Corinth. The Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) was part of a large-scale Confederate counteroffensive in the early autumn of 1862 that included simultaneous invasions of Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and western Tennessee. Southern leaders hoped thereby to “liberate” the highly coveted border states of Maryland and Kentucky and also hoped that battlefield success north of the Potomac River and in the western theater would sow defeatism in the North and secure British intervention. In the end, however, all three Confederate invasions of Union territory were foiled. General Robert E. Lee was turned back at Antietam on September 17 in the eastern theater, while in the western theater General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign came to naught at Perryville on October 8; meanwhile, Major General Earl Van Dorn was repulsed at Corinth.

In support of Bragg’s drive into Kentucky, Van Dorn and Major General Sterling Price had been ordered to drive north and engage Union forces under Major General William S. Rosecrans. Van Dorn and Price, commanding separate departments, could not agree on a joint plan and frittered away half of September. Price, however, did ultimately move in support of Bragg on September 14, 1862, sending his 15,000 troops to occupy Iuka, an important crossroads 20 miles east of the crucial rail center of Corinth. Union major general Ulysses S. Grant, finally free from the restraining hand of Major General Henry Halleck, who had been named Union Army general in chief in July, saw an opportunity to counterattack and devised a pincer plan to trap Price’s force there.

Grant sent two divisions east along the railroad from Corinth and two more divisions under Rosecrans to converge on Iuka from the south. At the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20), an acoustic shadow and communications difficulties prevented Grant’s two wings from closing on Price, who belatedly recognized the danger and escaped via an unblocked road. Price dashed 40 miles west to link up with Van Dorn, while Union forces returned to their base at Corinth, setting the stage for a showdown.

On October 3, 1862, Van Dorn and Price hurled their combined force of 22,000 men against 21,000 Union troops under Rosecrans manning works at Corinth. Fighting hard and demonstrating a willingness to take high casualties, the Confederates turned the Union defenders out of extensive earthworks north of Corinth, then drove the Union troops back some two miles into the city’s inner defenses before nightfall on October 3. Van Dorn renewed the battle in earnest the next morning, but after initial gains his troops succumbed to exhaustion, thirst, and a well-timed Union counterattack that decisively frustrated the Confederate effort.

By early afternoon Union troops were cutting up the Confederates all along the line, and the Confederates withdrew southward to Ripley, Mississippi, which they reached two days later. Rosecrans, however, failed to pursue. In the two-day Battle of Corinth, Union forces suffered some 2,500 casualties, while the Confederates lost 2,460 killed or wounded and another 1,763 missing or deserted in the withdrawal to Ripley. Coupled with the setbacks in Maryland and Kentucky, the Confederate reverses in Mississippi produced palpable discouragement in Richmond but relief in Washington. In the western theater especially, the initiative had very clearly passed to the Union as Grant began his first campaign against Vicksburg just a few weeks later.
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Vicksburg Campaign, Second (April 1–July 4, 1863)

Successful Union operation to capture Vicksburg, Mississippi. Vicksburg is located on steep bluffs overlooking the east bank of the Mississippi River, and during the Civil War the city represented the most defensible point on the river south of Memphis. Control of the river was highly desirable for the Union, both to cut off most of the Confederacy from supplies in the Trans-Mississippi West and to provide another outlet for the flow of commerce from the midwestern states to bind them firmly to the Union cause.

Following the fall of New Orleans to Union forces in April 1862 and then the fall of Memphis in June, Vicksburg was the last remaining Confederate stronghold on the river. The Confederate acquisition that summer of a subsidiary fortification on the river at Port Hudson, Louisiana, gave the Confederacy control of the 150-mile stretch of river between the two posts, including the mouth of the Red River, the conduit of supplies from the Trans-Mississippi West.

Union naval forces, both river gunboats descending the Mississippi and a seagoing squadron that had ascended from the Gulf of Mexico, reached Vicksburg in the summer of 1862 and bombarded the town but, having only a single brigade of ground troops available, could not take it.

That autumn Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton commander of the forces defending Mississippi, and Pemberton was soon tested when Major General Ulysses S. Grant launched a two-pronged campaign against Vicksburg. Starting out from western Tennessee in November, Grant led a force down the Mississippi Central Railroad deep into the northern part of the state. While most of Pemberton’s field force was slowly falling back in front of Grant, Grant launched a river-borne expedition under his trusted lieutenant, Major General William T. Sherman, to land at the mouth of the Yazoo River, just above Vicksburg, and take the town by direct assault. On December 21, however, Confederate cavalry cut Grant’s supply line and destroyed his supply depot at Holly Springs, Mississippi, forcing his retreat. Pemberton began shifting troops to face Sherman near Vicksburg and eight days later soundly repulsed Sherman at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862).

The failure of the First Vicksburg Campaign demonstrated that the town could not be stormed from the river bottoms directly north of it and could be attacked only from the plateau to the east. Yet any attempt to reach that plateau through the interior of Mississippi was doomed by a long and vulnerable supply line. Therefore, Grant established his army in camps strung out along the west bank of the Mississippi opposite and above Vicksburg. During the winter and early spring of 1863, he tried a succession of schemes aimed at inserting his transports and the cooperating Mississippi Squadron under Rear Admiral David D. Porter into the Yazoo River above Vicksburg or into the Mississippi below the town. Either stretch of river would afford the access that Grant needed to the plateau behind Vicksburg. Yet the various operations, aimed at using obscure waterways and channels through swamps, all came to naught, mostly because of the difficult terrain.
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Currier & Ives print depicting the ships of Union Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter’s Mississippi Squadron running past the Confederate batteries at Vicksburg, Mississippi, April 16, 1863. (Library of Congress)

In April, Grant decided to reach the Mississippi below Vicksburg by marching his army through the swamps along the west bank and having the gunboats and transports run directly past the Vicksburg batteries. On April 16 and 22 they did so, with some slight loss to the transports but with overall success. To divert Confederate attention from his river crossing, Grant sent Colonel Benjamin Grierson on a cavalry raid through the heart of Mississippi. Leaving LaGrange, Tennessee, on April 17, Grierson and his raiders tore up railroad track, destroyed valuable stores, captured and paroled some 500 Confederates, and thoroughly occupied numerous Confederate commands. The raid lasted 16 days and covered some 600 miles, at a loss to Grierson of fewer than 20 men, before it terminated upon reaching Union lines at Baton Rouge on May 2.

On April 29, Grant’s troops landed at Bruinsburg on the east bank of the Mississippi below Vicksburg and marched inland. Before dawn on May 1, they encountered Confederates at Port Gibson. The smaller Confederate force used a network of deep ravines that laced the plateau to fight an all-day delaying action, but by nightfall Grant had driven them from the field and forced the Confederates to withdraw from the nearby river port of Grand Gulf, Mississippi, which he could then use as a conduit for supplies.

Grant moved inland so as to approach Vicksburg from better terrain, and Pemberton directed Brigadier General John Gregg, commanding a brigade in Jackson, to strike at the Union flank. On May 12, Gregg’s stroke mistakenly fell directly on the head of one of Grant’s three corps columns. The resulting Battle of Raymond (May 12, 1863) gave Grant his second victory of the campaign. Alerted to the threat from Jackson, Grant moved to neutralize it, taking the Mississippi capital after a sharp but short fight on May 14. Confederate general Joseph Johnston, sent by President Jefferson Davis to supervise Pemberton and the efforts to resist Grant’s offensive, had just arrived in Jackson and withdrew northward with the capital’s reinforced garrison.

Leaving one corps behind for a day to destroy Jackson’s military-industrial and communications capacity, Grant turned his other two corps westward toward Vicksburg. An intercepted message from Johnston to Pemberton revealed that Johnston had ordered the Vicksburg commander to march east and join him in an attack on Grant. To forestall this, Grant moved rapidly and on May 16 caught Pemberton at Champion Hill. Misapprehending Grant’s orders, XIII Corps commander Major General John McClernand held his force out of the battle, leaving XVII Corps to face Pemberton with roughly equal numbers. In a fierce fight that was the climax of the campaign Grant prevailed, sending Pemberton in headlong retreat back toward Vicksburg. Grant pursued the next morning and routed a force of several divisions left by Pemberton to hold a bridgehead over the Big Black River. By May 18, Grant’s army was taking up positions facing the eastern defenses of Vicksburg proper and had reestablished contact with Union ships in the Mississippi above Vicksburg, greatly shortening the Union supply line.

Eager to take the city before the summer’s sickly season or any Confederate relieving force could intervene, Grant ordered an assault for May 19, but even here, on the plateau on which Vicksburg was situated, the terrain proved to be treacherous. Union troops advancing through a tangle of deep ravines became disorganized and were able to strike the Confederate defenses in only a few places, where they were easily repulsed. Three days later, Grant tried again. With more thorough preparation and knowledge of the ground, his troops struck hard at the Confederate defenses, but again these proved too strong. The attack was a bloody failure.

Undeterred, Grant began siege operations. For the next six weeks his lines worked closer and closer to the Confederate fortifications, with the attackers digging their own zigzag trenches toward the Confederate works under the cover of fascines and sap rollers. On two occasions Grant’s men tunneled under Confederate forts and blasted them skyward with large charges of gunpowder. Neither mine, however, produced a breakthrough. On July 3, 1863, with food running low inside Vicksburg, Union shelling of the city, and Grant’s troops obviously nearing a position from which they could launch an irresistible final attack well supported by the U.S. Navy in the river, Pemberton asked for terms of surrender. Grant agreed to parole the garrison, and on the following day the surrender was consummated. The Union forces took 31,600 officers and men, along with 172 cannon and 60,000 small arms, including a considerable number of modern Enfield rifles imported from Britain. Five days later as a direct result of Vicksburg’s fall, Port Hudson surrendered.
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Champion Hill, Battle of (May 16, 1863)

Major engagement of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Vicksburg was defended by the Confederate Army of Vicksburg, commanded by Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton. Pemberton’s immediate superior was General Joseph Eggleston Johnston, commander of the Confederate Department of the West. In April 1863, Grant had marched his Army of the Tennessee down the west bank of the Mississippi River while Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter ran past the city with his river fleet. Once below the city, Porter ferried Grant’s men across the river. Grant refused to delay and moved quickly against Jackson, Mississippi, about 50 miles east of Vicksburg, where Johnston commanded 6,000 Confederates who would be at Grant’s rear while he campaigned against Vicksburg. Driving off Johnston’s forces on May 14, Grant destroyed Jackson as a communication center and then headed west toward Vicksburg.

While Grant dealt with Johnston, Pemberton sent most of his army to Edward’s Station, halfway between Vicksburg and Jackson. On May 14 Pemberton received an order from Johnston instructing him to move farther east and link up with him to defeat Grant. But Pemberton was reluctant to leave Vicksburg undefended. Instead, he adopted a plan suggested by one of his division commanders, Major General William W. Loring, calling for a strike against Grant’s supply line at a point halfway between Edward’s Station and Jackson. On May 15, 1863, Pemberton began to position his 20,000 men near Champion Hill, a commanding elevation.

Grant, meanwhile, sought to defeat Pemberton’s army before it could link up with that of Johnston. Grant moved west with Major General John A. McClernand’s XIII Corps and Major General James Birdseye McPherson’s XVII Corps. Grant had about 29,000 men.

The Battle of Champion Hill occurred on May 16, 1863, as McClernand and McPherson approached Pemberton’s army on the roads and bridges around Champion Hill. In the resulting fighting, Champion Hill would change hands three times. McClernand moved against the Confederate right and center wings. Acting under outdated orders from Grant that proscribed caution, McClernand moved slowly until the afternoon. McPherson’s troops delivered the main attack in the morning and early afternoon, driving the Confederate left back in a retreat that ultimately became a rout. When McClernand’s men did finally advance, they pushed back the Confederate right, prompting Pemberton’s army to withdraw from the battlefield. During the Confederate retreat, Loring’s division was cut off from the rest of Pemberton’s army. The division then struck west and linked up with Johnston’s force. In the Battle of Champion Hill, Pemberton lost 3,840 men (381 dead, 1,018 wounded, and 2,441 missing). His army also abandoned 27 cannon. Union losses were 2,441 (410 killed, 1,844 wounded, and 187 missing).

Unaware that Loring had been cut off, the day after the battle Pemberton made a stand east of the Big Black River in order to keep the river crossings open for Loring’s division. But Loring was not coming. Grant was. On May 17, 1863, Grant’s Federals again defeated Pemberton’s Confederates at the First Battle of Big Black River, forcing Pemberton’s army back into the Vicksburg defenses.

Grant’s victory at Champion Hill was decisive. After this battle, Pemberton’s only choices were to retreat into Vicksburg’s defenses or link up with Johnston’s army in central Mississippi. Neither option appeared promising. If Pemberton joined Johnston, Grant would capture Vicksburg and control the Mississippi River. If Pemberton pulled back into the city’s defenses (as he ultimately did), he would find it difficult to sustain his men in the face of a prolonged siege by the Union Army of the Tennessee. In the end, after his defeat along the Big Black River, Pemberton withdrew into the Vicksburg defenses and was ultimately forced to surrender his entire army to Grant.
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Brice’s Crossroads, Battle of (June 10, 1864)

Important cavalry engagement. In early May 1864, Major General William T. Sherman, commanding the Union Division of the Mississippi, took the offensive in northwestern Georgia with the objective of capturing Atlanta. Sherman was greatly concerned about the security of the single-track Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad that was supplying his force of more than 100,000 men. Anxious to protect it from raids by Confederate cavalry under Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest then based in northern Mississippi, Sherman ordered Brigadier General Samuel D. Sturgis to find and defeat Forrest.

On June 2, Sturgis departed Memphis with 8,100 cavalry and infantry and 22 guns manned by 400 artillerymen. Forrest had already set out to raid the railroad when he was informed of the Union movement and was recalled on June 6. He then sent out patrols to locate the Union force. Slowed by rains that turned the roads into muddy tracks, on the night of June 9 Sturgis camped nine miles northwest of Brice’s Crossroads. Informed by his patrols of Sturgis’s presence, Forrest decided to meet the Federals at Brice’s Crossroads and ordered his men to concentrate there.

Brigadier General Benjamin H. Grierson commanded the 3,100 cavalry in Sturgis’s force and was leading the advance when he ran into Forrest’s 3,000 men at Brice’s Crossroads. Forrest’s men halted the Union cavalry, and Sturgis then ordered his infantry forward. Exhausted and suffering from the heat, they were easily broken and forced to retreat. Although he was outnumbered nearly 3 to 1, Forrest carried out a brilliant double envelopment that forced the Federals back across Tishomingo Creek. The Federals panicked and that evening abandoned most of their artillery and wagons in a dash beyond Ripley. The Federals suffered 2,240 casualties (223 killed, 394 wounded, and 1,623 missing or captured) and lost 16 cannon, 1,500 small arms, and 192 wagons. Confederate casualties numbered only 96 killed and 396 wounded in what many consider to be Forrest’s greatest victory.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

Further Reading

Hurst, Jack. Nathan Bedford Forrest. New York: Knopf, 1993.

Lytle, Andrew Nelson. Bedford Forrest and His Critter Company. Nashville: J. S. Saunders, 1993.

Starr, Stephen Z. The Union Cavalry in the Civil War, Vol. 3, The War in the West, 1861–1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2007.

Wyeth, John Allen. That Devil Forrest. New York: Harper and Row, 1959.


23

Missouri

INTRODUCTION

Missouri, a border state during the Civil War, had an 1860 population of 1,067,081. Encompassing 69,697 square miles, Missouri is bordered by Iowa to the north, Arkansas to the south, Kansas to the west, and the Mississippi River, Illinois, Kentucky, and Tennessee to the east. A key state because of its divided loyalties and long border along the Mississippi River, during the Civil War Missouri was a microcosm of the larger war, featuring political intrigue, much irregular warfare, and bloodshed.

By the start of the conflict a large number of transplanted Southerners had settled in Missouri, primarily in the southern half. Unsurprisingly, these individuals felt a kinship with their former homes and with the relatives they had left behind.

Missouri’s Southern sympathizers held sway in the state until a large influx of German immigrants began to change the political climate. The Germans were staunchly antislavery, as were a growing number of non-German immigrants. Nevertheless, at the onset of war Missouri was divided among four principal groups: pro-Southern moderates, pro-Union moderates, militant Unionists, and fiercely militant secessionists. As such, Missouri became a coveted possession as both the Confederacy and the Union jockeyed for control of the state.

In May 1861, Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson called up the state militia (some 50,000 men) into encampments across the state. Jackson, a Southern sympathizer, hoped to seize the federal arsenal at St. Louis and lead the state into the Confederacy. Earlier Jackson had ignored President Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers and militia to the Union cause. However, Jackson’s plans were foiled by Congressman Francis P. Blair Sr., who protected the arsenal with pro-Union home guardsmen, and by the quick actions of Captain Nathaniel Lyon, who captured some 1,000 prosecession militiamen at Camp Jackson on the outskirts of St. Louis on May 10, 1861.

Missouri, however, was still not safely in the hands of the Union. Governor Jackson, with the state militia led by Major General Sterling Price, still hoped to join his state to the Confederacy. Jackson moved the government to Jefferson City, and in October 1861 a pro-Southern convention voted to secede from the Union. Meanwhile, a pro-Union convention also met, supported by the federal government. The convention declared Jackson’s government illegitimate, meaning that Missouri technically remained in the Union, despite Confederate protestations to the contrary. Lyon and Blair staunchly opposed this move, however. Negotiations to broker a political settlement broke down, and soon armed confrontation commenced. Lyon and his troops, many of whom were German immigrants, quickly took action to push Jackson’s supporters out of the state.

The two sides fought a series of engagements near Springfield in southwestern Missouri, with the Confederates emerging triumphant. On August 10, 1861, both armies met at Wilson’s Creek in the largest battle fought in the state during the war. Lyon’s army attacked the Confederate forces and was repulsed in the battle, which cost Lyon his life. Union troops retreated, but the Confederates were too badly mauled to follow up their victory. After Wilson’s Creek, Price led his Confederate army on a raid into central Missouri. The two sides clashed near Lexington during September 12–20, 1861, resulting in another Confederate triumph. Union forces now led by Major General John C. Frémont were soon able to expel Price’s army from the state in a series of smart maneuvers. In October 1861 the Union briefly captured Springfield.

The event that decided Missouri’s fate in the war took place in Arkansas, in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) fought just across the Missouri-Arkansas line. This battle resulted in a Union triumph that firmly secured Union control over the state for the remainder of the war. The state saw no other large-scale battles during the war. However, this did not mean that the state was spared from the ravages of the conflict. Indeed, Missouri was the scene of 1,162 battles, sieges, and skirmishes, behind only Virginia and Tennessee.

Missouri became the scene of a destructive guerrilla war of terror as Southern sympathizers scoured the state and attacked Union troops and Union sympathizers. The Confederacy never officially sanctioned the actions of these men, who loudly proclaimed their Confederate leanings. The most notorious partisan guerrillas included William Quantrill and William “Bloody Bill” Anderson. Union troops struck back at these bands of bushwhackers, as they were called, leading to a steady stream of violence across the state. In the end, Missouri’s allegiance favored the Union, as its contributions to the war effort clearly demonstrate. Missouri contributed 447 military organizations and units and slightly more than 109,000 men to the Union Army. Prosecessionists contributed 100 units (a total of about 40,000 men) to the Confederacy.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Jefferson City, Missouri

Capital of Missouri since 1821. Jefferson City, which had an 1860 population of only 3,082, is located on the southern bank of the Missouri River on the northern edge of the Ozark Plateau in the middle of the state. Missouri legislators chose the site as the state capital because it was centrally located; they named it in honor of Thomas Jefferson, third president of the United States.

Prior to European settlement, the region was home to the Osage Nation. The area that would become Jefferson City was first permanently settled by Europeans after the Louisiana Purchase of 1803 gave the United States control over the region. Until the late 1820s, it was a tiny hamlet mainly used by farmers and traders to send their goods downriver to the Mississippi River, which lay to the east. It was also a convenient halfway point between St. Louis and Kansas City. Initially the village was known as Lohman’s Landing; it was not named Jefferson City until 1821.

In 1826 the Missouri legislature first convened in Jefferson City, and in 1839 it was formally incorporated as a city. Thereafter the town grew at a glacial pace, despite its role as the seat of state government. Meanwhile, in 1836 Jefferson City became the site of a major state penitentiary, which brought a modest number of jobs and new settlers to the area. In the mid-19th century, German immigrants began moving into central Missouri, where most took up farming.

During the Civil War, pro-Union sentiment ran relatively high in Jefferson City, compared to the deeply divided state as a whole. The area had never attracted more than a handful of slaves, and slave-based agriculture had never taken root in the area, which explains the disposition of most Jefferson City residents. The town was largely untouched by the war, although disruptions of trade along the Mississippi River resulted in fewer goods moving into and out of Jefferson City. Today Jefferson City remains a small town, with just 43,079 people, and is among the smallest of the nation’s state capitals.
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Springfield, Missouri

Town located in southwestern Missouri amid the Ozark Mountains, an area of rolling hills and low mountain ranges that cover the lower part of Missouri as well as parts of Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Kansas. Springfield, the seat of Greene County, had an 1860 population of 1,235. Springfield was not permanently settled in any numbers until the early 1830s and was primarily a way station along a major military road and a small regional agricultural trading center. That road connected Springfield with the strategic U.S. garrison at Fort Smith, Arkansas. In 1858 the Butterfield Overland Stage Company began utilizing the road, which significantly enhanced Springfield’s importance. Later the famed Route 66 would pass through the town. Springfield was officially incorporated in 1838. That same year, several thousand Cherokees, who had been forcibly removed from their ancestral lands in the East, passed through Springfield on their way to Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Many died en route, and the process became known as the Trail of Tears.

In the late 1840s Springfield saw its first rail line, which provided a significant economic boost to the town and surrounding region. In 1860 the region’s first telegraph line was strung along the military road through Springfield, soon known as Wire Road. Because of its locale in the southern part of the state and its proximity to Arkansas, which seceded from the Union in 1861, Springfield was of considerable interest to both the Union and the Confederacy during the Civil War.

A number of Springfield’s residents were former Southerners who tended to support the Confederate cause. There were, however, a significant number of pro-Unionists, which left the town deeply divided in its loyalties. The August 10, 1861, Battle of Wilson’s Creek took place very near Springfield and ended in a Confederate victory.

For a time the Confederates controlled southwestern Missouri, including Springfield. On October 25, 1861, following a brief, small clash, Union forces fought their way back into the town; several days later, Union major general John C. Frémont established a base of operations in Springfield. The Federals were forced to quit Springfield later that autumn but returned in the winter of 1862 and retained control of the town for the remainder of the war. Indeed, Springfield was used as a major transportation and supply depot.

Springfield served as the Union’s primary staging area before and during the March 7–8, 1862, Battle of Pea Ridge in nearby northwestern Arkansas. The Wire Road passing through the town served as the major conduit for Union troop movements and supplies headed to Arkansas. On January 8, 1863, Confederate forces attempted to retake the town, but their offensive was beaten back. The Union success at Pea Ridge had essentially secured most of Missouri for the Union, although Confederate guerrilla raids would continue to pose a threat into early 1865. Today, Springfield is a major regional commercial center boasting a population of nearly 160,000.
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St. Louis, Missouri

Principal and largest city in Missouri. St. Louis, which had an 1860 population of 160,773, is situated in the east-central part of Missouri along the Mississippi River near its confluence with the Missouri. St. Louis, among the nation’s most populous cities at the time of the Civil War, was first established in 1764 by two French traders—René Auguste Chouteau and Pierre Laclède, both of whom were from New Orleans. They hoped to establish at St. Louis a regional trading center for the lucrative French fur industry. The following year, St. Louis was made the capital of French-held Upper Louisiana, cementing its importance as a regional commercial and administrative center. As a result of the 1754–1763 French and Indian War, France relinquished control of the region, which now became a Spanish possession.

Early settlers were chiefly farmers, as the area’s lands were fertile and well watered because of the proximity of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. The fur trade also continued to provide a major economic boost to the young city. A sizable number of residents had migrated north from Louisiana, bringing with them their French culture, African American slaves, and slave-based agriculture. In 1780 during the American Revolutionary War, British soldiers attacked St. Louis, as the Spanish had been providing arms and other aid to the Patriots. Many of the farms surrounding St. Louis were partly or wholly destroyed in the assault. In 1800 the region passed into French control once more, but three years later it became part of the United States following the Louisiana Purchase.

In 1805 St. Louis became the capital of the newly organized Louisiana Territory, and in 1812 when the Missouri Territory was created, St. Louis became the capital of that new territory. After 1805 or so the city’s population expanded considerably, and with the advent of steamships by 1820 or so, St. Louis’s prominent position along the Mississippi made it a bustling transportation, banking, and commercial hub. Beginning in the 1840s, immigrants from Germany and Ireland began flocking to the area, and St. Louis’s population grew eightfold between 1840 and 1860. When railroads began serving the city by the late 1840s and early 1850s, the city’s economy became larger still.

Like much of the rest of Missouri, St. Louis was badly divided between pro-Unionists and pro-Confederates. After the May 1861 Camp Jackson Affair, during which men from the Missouri Militia attempted to occupy Camp Jackson, with the tacit support of Governor Claiborne F. Jackson, the city saw no actual combat for the remainder of the war other than guerrilla threats to the outlying areas late in the conflict.

Union authorities had to repeatedly quash pro-Confederate demonstrations in St. Louis, which during the war became a major naval port and staging area for Union troops in the Western and Trans-Mississippi theaters. Important to the war effort was the St. Louis Arsenal, situated near Camp Jackson. Because the Confederates blockaded the lower Mississippi, St. Louis’s economy suffered for many months, at least until Vicksburg fell in July 1863, because goods flowing up and down the river slowed to a trickle. As a result, during 1861–1865 the city’s population growth slowed considerably. In the last third of the 19th century, however, the city grew very rapidly and was behind only Chicago, New York City, and Philadelphia in terms of population.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Davidson

Earthwork fort located at Pilot Knob, in southeastern Missouri, and the site of the Battle of Pilot Knob on September 27, 1864. That engagement marked the opening of Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Price had entered Missouri from Arkansas on September 19 with some 12,000 men, only a third of whom had firearms. Headed for St. Louis, he soon learned of a Union garrison at Pilot Knob, situated at a railroad terminal in the iron-smelting and coal-mining region in the Missouri Ozarks 86 miles south of St. Louis. Deciding that he could not afford such a threat in his rear, on September 26 Price sent cavalry under Brigadier General Joseph Shelby to prevent Union reinforcement from Major General Andrew J. Smith’s 8,000 Union troops near St. Louis while Price moved against Pilot Knob.

On September 24, commander of the Union Department of Missouri Brigadier General William Rosecrans dispatched St. Louis District commander Brigadier General Thomas Ewing and 900 men from the 14th Iowa on a reconnaissance to Pilot Knob. After a clash with Price’s troops on September 26, Ewing took up position at Fort Davidson. He had only some 1,000 men, Price some 9,000.

Price planned to take the fort with artillery on September 27 but refrained upon learning of civilian hostages there. Instead, he called for a Union surrender. Ewing, with artillery of his own, refused. Price’s three poorly coordinated direct assaults on the fort that day were turned back with horrific losses; the Confederates suffered as many as 1,200 casualties to only some 100 for the Union. Price planned another attack at dawn, but Ewing, who was short of ammunition and would not have been able to withstand another assault, had evacuated the fort during the night, passing between two Confederate camps.

Price’s delay at Pilot Knob enabled Union forces to reinforce St. Louis and ended any possibility of Price taking it. On September 29 Price left Pilot Knob hoping to take the Missouri capital of Jefferson City, but it was too heavily fortified to assault. Fort Davidson remained garrisoned until the war’s conclusion but was abandoned shortly thereafter.
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St. Louis Arsenal

Major U.S. Army arsenal and logistics center located in St. Louis, Missouri. Established in 1827, the St. Louis Arsenal was located on a 37-acre site overlooking the Mississippi River; in the 19th century it included a small island, actually a sand bar, known as Arsenal Island, but that feature has since disappeared because of floods and changing river currents. The arsenal replaced Fort Belle Fontaine, which had been situated about 15 miles north of St. Louis. Located very near the St. Louis Arsenal was the Jefferson Barracks, a large facility that housed U.S. Army personnel.

The arsenal was developed over a period of about 12 years and by the late 1830s boasted 22 separate buildings, including officers’ quarters, a three-story brick and mortar armory, enlisted men’s quarters, various shops, a large ammunition factory, and a powder magazine surrounded by a high stone wall. The site was initially commanded by an army captain, but by the 1850s a major usually commanded the arsenal. The arsenal was meant to outfit army troops in the Midwest as well as the militias of nine western states and also became one of the nation’s largest manufacturing centers of ammunition.

Unlike federal arsenals such as those in Springfield, Massachusetts, and Harpers Ferry, Virginia, no arms were actually manufactured in the St. Louis Arsenal. Rather, they were assembled there from parts shipped from the East. The St. Louis Arsenal produced gunpowder, ammunition, gun carriages, and other assorted military end items and remained a major depository of thousands of rifles and muskets. Typically, there were usually 30 or so U.S. Army personnel stationed at the arsenal, including 2 or 3 junior officers who acted as quartermasters and ordnance officers. Another 30–35 civilians were also employed at the facility; they normally worked in the manufacturing areas. The St. Louis Arsenal was a major army depot and ammunition factory during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) when it produced 19,500 artillery rounds, 8.4 million small-arms cartridges, and 13.7 million musket balls.

By the late 1850s, the civilian workforce at the facility was increased to about 100. By 1860, the arsenal had the largest supply of small arms in all of the Southern and border states, some 38,000. The arsenal was also by then the biggest munitions factory west of the Appalachian Mountains and was third in the nation behind only the Springfield and Harpers Ferry arsenals.

In late April 1861, U.S. Army captain Nathaniel Lyon, fearful that the huge cache of weapons in the St. Louis Arsenal might fall into Confederate hands, began inducting pro-Union Missouri Militia units into the Union Army. He also began laying plans to transfer most of the arms at the arsenal into Illinois. On April 29 after receiving formal orders from Secretary of War Simon Cameron, Lyon’s men began loading muskets and rifles from the arsenal onto steamboats, which were bound for Alton, Illinois. By April 30, some 21,000 small arms had been removed from the St. Louis facility. Other supplies were transferred to the nearby Jefferson Barracks, which were believed to be more easily defended.

The arsenal remained firmly in Union control through the end of the war in 1865. Although many of its supplies had been shifted to other facilities, it continued to be a major manufacturer of ammunition, ordnance, and gun carriages. The arsenal also served as a major base of operations during the campaigning in the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters.

In 1869, about 10 acres of land around the arsenal were transferred to the city of St. Louis, which converted it into a park. The rest of the facility has remained an active military post and arsenal. In 1956, it was transferred to the U.S. Air Force. Today the facility serves as a branch of the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Gamble, Hamilton Rowan (1798–1864)

Lawyer, jurist, and governor of Missouri. Hamilton Rowan Gamble was born on November 29, 1798, in Winchester, Virginia. A graduate of Hampden-Sydney College, Gamble was admitted to the bar at the age of 18 and then migrated to the Missouri Territory, where he commenced a successful legal career and also served as a prosecuting attorney for Howard County. During 1824–1825, he served as the secretary of state of Missouri.

Gamble served briefly in the state legislature as a Whig. In 1846, he was elected to the Missouri Supreme Court and soon became chief justice. While on the high court, Gamble wrote a dissenting opinion early on in the Dred Scott case in which he argued that Scott indeed should be freed because he had been transported to free territory. In poor health, Gamble resigned from the bench in 1855 and went to Pennsylvania.

In late 1860 as the secession crisis deepened and Missouri stood at the precipice, Gamble returned to the state, determined to keep Missouri in the Union. In January 1861 a state convention met to decide Missouri’s fate, and Gamble was chosen to represent the antisecession forces. In July 1861 Governor Claiborne Fox Jackson called for secession, but the secessionists were overruled. Jackson and his followers fled Missouri and formed a rump Confederate government in exile. The convention now turned to Gamble and selected him as provisional governor. He took office on August 1, 1861.

As governor, Gamble generally supported the Abraham Lincoln administration but refused to send state militia troops to help reinforce the Union Army. Gamble had to walk a fine line politically, as the state was often bitterly divided between secessionists and pro-Union supporters. In late 1862 he recommended that the state legislature embrace gradual emancipation for the state’s African Americans, which the legislators authorized in early 1863. Radical Republicans, who envisioned immediate emancipation, were not mollified and instead called for Gamble’s ouster. Undeterred, Gamble remained in office with the support of moderates and died at Jefferson City on January 31, 1864.
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Hall, Willard Preble (1820–1882)

Union officer and governor of Missouri (1864–1865). Willard Preble Hall was born in Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia), on May 9, 1820, to a family of means. After attending a private boarding school in Baltimore, he entered Yale College, graduating in 1839. In 1840 he went to Missouri with his father and studied law. In 1841 Hall was admitted to the local bar. He practiced law in Sparta, Missouri, in 1842 before becoming a circuit attorney in St. Joseph in 1843, a post he held for several years. A Democrat, Hall served as one of that party’s presidential electors during the 1844 election.

At the start of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Hall joined the 1st Missouri Cavalry Regiment as a private. At the urging of Colonel Alexander Doniphan, the unit’s commanding officer, and Brigadier General Stephen W. Kearny, Hall was promoted to first lieutenant. He remained with Doniphan and Kearny as they marched to New Mexico, arriving in Santa Fe in August 1846. Because of Hall’s legal background, Kearny and Doniphan asked him to help draw up a set of civil laws, sometimes known as “Kearny’s Code,” by which to govern the occupied territory. The codes were written in both Spanish and English and remained official until 1891, certainly a testament to Hall’s good work.

Hall remained in New Mexico until October 1846, at which time he joined the Mormon Battalion then on its way to California. In the meantime, in November 1846 Hall was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. Hall was officially discharged in early 1847 so that he could take his seat in Congress in March 1847. He served as a congressman until 1853. In 1854 Hall settled in St. Joseph, where he again practiced law. He ran unsuccessfully for a U.S. Senate seat in 1856.

In 1861 Hall joined the Missouri convention that affirmed that state’s policy of armed neutrality during the Civil War. This meant that while Missouri would not secede from the Union, it would not supply troops or war supplies to either side of the conflict. In 1864 when Missouri’s unelected provisional governor Hamilton Rowan Gamble died of pneumonia, Hall, who had been provisional lieutenant governor (unelected) since 1861, became provisional governor. He held that office until the end of the Civil War in April 1865. Hall also held a commission as brigadier general of the Missouri Militia, a pro-Union group. He commanded the District of Northwest Missouri from 1861 to 1863. After the Civil War, Hall returned to his law practice and died in St. Joseph on November 2, 1882.
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Jackson, Claiborne Fox (1806–1862)

Missouri politician. Claiborne Fox Jackson was born on April 4, 1806, in Fleming County, Kentucky, and moved to Missouri with his family in the mid-1820s. He briefly saw service as a militiaman in the Black Hawk War (1832). Jackson became a successful businessman and entered state politics as a Democrat. He served in the Missouri House of Representatives during 1836–1848, and from 1844 to 1846 he was Speaker of the House. He then served in the Missouri Senate during 1848–1852 and chaired the state’s Democratic Party. Harboring proslavery sentiments, Jackson tried unsuccessfully to dislodge Missouri U.S. senator Thomas Hart Benton from power in the late 1850s. Benton returned the favor by vociferously opposing Jackson’s gubernatorial bid in 1860, during which Jackson nevertheless maintained an antisecessionist facade.

Despite Benton’s attempt to derail Jackson’s candidacy, Jackson garnered a razor-thin edge over his Constitutional Unionist opponent and was sworn into office in January 1861. His inaugural speech, however, seemed to indicate that he was now considering secession, warning darkly that if the North resorted to armed coercion, he would seek to remove Missouri from the Union. In February in an attempt to secure Missouri’s secession Jackson assembled a state convention, which voted overwhelmingly to remain in the Union. In March the state legislature denied Jackson’s request to form a Missouri state guard. The following month when President Abraham Lincoln asked states to mobilize troops, Jackson refused, calling Lincoln’s agenda against the South an “unholy crusade.”

When the Civil War began Jackson promised neutrality, which was more a political expedient than an indication of his actual loyalties. He immediately began training and arming the state militia at Camp Jackson (St. Louis), which was close to the federal arsenal. Jackson hoped to seize the arsenal and place it under state control. On May 10, 1861, Union troops raided Camp Jackson and found huge stores of arms and ammunition, much of which had been provided by the Confederacy.

That same day, Jackson and his prosecession supporters fled from the capital at Jefferson City and formed a government in exile at Neosho. Within days the bogus government voted to secede from the Union. Because most of Missouri remained firmly in Union control, however, Jackson’s effort gained little traction. The troops loyal to his government gradually dissolved or were called to Confederate service. By the autumn of 1862, Jackson had concluded that he would be unable to effect any meaningful change in Missouri’s strategic position and settled in Little Rock, Arkansas, where he died on December 2, 1862.
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Reynolds, Thomas Caute (1821–1887)

Newspaper editor, diplomat, lawyer, legislator, politician, and Confederate governor of Missouri. Thomas Caute Reynolds was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on October 11, 1821. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1838 with a degree in law and then studied at Heidelberg University in Germany. In 1843 Reynolds settled in Virginia, and three years later he was editor of the Petersburg Republican. From 1846 to 1849 he was the secretary of the American Legation in Madrid, Spain. In 1849 Reynolds returned to the United States and settled in Missouri, where he practiced law and became active politically as a proslavery Democrat. On August 26, 1856, he fought a duel with B. Gratz Brown, the Republican editor of the Missouri Democrat, and wounded Brown in the leg. Reynolds was not injured.

In 1860 Reynolds was elected lieutenant governor of Missouri, serving with Governor Claiborne Jackson and taking office in early 1861. Reynolds and Jackson, well aware of strong free-soil sentiment in the state, had run as Unionist Democrats but privately supported the Southern Rights wing of the party. Reynolds was in fact an ardent champion of secession and helped organize secessionist militia to counter the Unionist Home Guard. He was disappointed when a state convention decided that Missouri would remain in the Union but would not actively support either side in the war. Jackson rejected President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops, and the Missouri General Assembly established the Missouri State Guard under Missouri Militia major general Sterling Price to resist attempts to force the state to comply.

After the Camp Jackson Affair of May 10, 1861, when U.S. Army captain Nathaniel Lyon arrested members of the Missouri Volunteer Militia, Price, Jackson, and Reynolds met and agreed that Reynolds should travel to Richmond, Virginia, to secure a pledge of support for the Missouri secessionists. On June 21 Reynolds met with President Jefferson Davis, who authorized assistance but declined to send troops until Missouri had actually seceded. In July, Lyon occupied the state capital of Jefferson City, and the state constitutional convention then reconvened without the pro-Southern representatives and declared the offices of Missouri governor and lieutenant governor to be vacant.

Reynolds and Jackson fled to southwestern Missouri. They convened the pro-Confederate government at Neosho, which voted to secede but was soon forced to relocate to Marshall, Texas. Reynolds, meanwhile, returned to Richmond. He was commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army in September 1861 and served as a volunteer aide to General Albert S. Johnston but resigned the next month. In April 1862 Reynolds, frustrated by events, returned to his family estate in Winnsborough, South Carolina, until December 1862, when he learned of the death of Governor Jackson.

Reynolds then assumed the governorship and returned to Richmond to work with the Missouri Confederate representatives. During the remainder of the war, he endeavored to hold the Missouri Confederate government in exile together and to cooperate with General Edmund Kirby Smith and the regional Confederate governors. In the hopes that he might be inaugurated in Jefferson City, Reynolds accompanied Price on his disastrous raid into Missouri (September 19–October 28, 1864), only to see the Confederate forces driven back into Arkansas.

At the end of the war Reynolds fled to Mexico City, where he served as a railroad commissioner and an unofficial adviser to Emperor Maximilian. Reynolds also began work on his memoirs, detailing his feud with Price. Returning to St. Louis in 1869, Reynolds practiced law, was elected to the state legislature in 1874, and served as a trade commissioner to South America. Reynolds, who was subject to fits of depression, committed suicide on March 30, 1887, by leaping down an elevator shaft at the customhouse in St. Louis.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Marmaduke, John Sappington (1833–1887)

Confederate officer. John Sappington Marmaduke was born on March 14, 1833, in Arrow Rock, Missouri, and attended both Harvard College and Yale University before enrolling at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1857. He served as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army until the spring of 1861, when he resigned his commission and was appointed a colonel in the Missouri Militia. Marmaduke later became colonel of the 3rd Confederate Infantry and performed effectively in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), during which he was wounded. He participated in the subsequent advance on and siege of Corinth but later in the year transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department, where he assumed command of a cavalry division.

Marmaduke performed well at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862), for which he received promotion to brigadier general to rank from November 15. In 1863 he accompanied Major General Sterling Price’s force on two raids into Missouri and saw extensive fighting in Arkansas. On September 6, 1863, Marmaduke fought a duel with Major General Lucius M. “March” Walker, whom he had accused of cowardice in the line of duty. Walker died in the duel, and Marmaduke was arrested for murder. He was quickly released, and the charges were dropped.

Marmaduke next saw action during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). During General Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864), Marmaduke was taken prisoner at Mine Creek, Kansas, and was held at Boston’s Fort Warren until war’s end. On March 18, 1865, while still imprisoned, he was advanced to major general, the last such Confederate appointment.

After the war Marmaduke settled in St. Louis, where he engaged in insurance and publishing businesses and served as a state railroad commissioner. In 1880 he ran unsuccessfully for the governorship of Missouri as a Democrat, but in 1884 he ran again and was elected. He campaigned as a conciliator, seeking to find accommodation between former Unionists and Confederates in a state that was still torn by factionalism. During his tenure he successfully mediated two disruptive railway strikes and significantly increased state funding for education. Marmaduke died while still in office on December 28, 1887, in Jefferson City, Missouri.
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Price, Sterling (1809–1867)

Confederate officer. Sterling Price was born in Prince Edward County, Virginia, on September 11, 1809. He attended Hampden-Sydney College (1826–1827), studying under famed Virginia jurist Creed Taylor. Price then traveled to Chariton County, Missouri, where he eventually settled with his wife and children and purchased several dozen slaves to grow tobacco. He was elected as a colonel of the Chariton County Militia and soon after entered state politics.

Price was elected to the Missouri legislature as a Democrat in 1838 and served three consecutive terms, the last two (1840–1844) as Speaker. In 1844 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. He resigned from Congress following the outbreak of the Mexican-American War in 1846 and was commissioned a colonel of the 2nd Regiment of the Missouri Volunteers. Price did have some prewar combat experience in 1838, when he participated in driving Mormon elements from western Missouri.

Price arrived with his men in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in late September 1846 and assumed command of occupation forces. He suppressed an uprising in 1847 and the following year invaded Chihuahua, capturing the capital city, for which he received promotion to brigadier general of volunteers.

Price returned to Missouri and reentered politics, aligning himself with the Missouri proslavery Democratic faction. This resulted in his election to governor in 1853, a post he held until 1857. As governor, he supported the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, opening the door for the violent struggle between proslavery and antislavery elements vying for control of Kansas. Price remained largely inactive regarding the efforts of proslavery Missouri Border Ruffians in Kansas. In March 1861, he presided over the state convention and openly opposed secession. Nonetheless, he remained a proslavery proponent.

In May 1861, Missouri governor Claiborne Jackson appointed Price commander of the Missouri State Guard with the state rank of major general. On August 10, 1861, at the Battle of Wilson Creek (Oak Hill), Price helped defeat the Union army. On September 2, 1861, he routed Union forces at Dry Wood Creek, Missouri, and eventually captured nearby Fort Scott. Price then moved on to capture Lexington, Missouri, along with 3,000 men of its Union garrison. On March 7, 1862, Price and his unit, now under the command of Major General Earl Van Dorn, attacked Union forces at Pea Ridge (Elkhorn) but were ultimately repulsed. After Pea Ridge, Price was commissioned as a major general in the Confederate Army.

Price saw action at the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862), the Battle of Corinth (October 6–7), and the Battle of Helena (July 4, 1863) but enjoyed no victories. He then participated in turning back the so-called Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3), part of the Red River Campaign (March 12–May 20, 1864). In September 1864 he led his forces into Missouri (Price’s Missouri Raid) in an effort to divert Union attention from the Union army’s march through Georgia. Although his forces were successful early on, they were ultimately defeated at Westport, Missouri, on October 23, 1864, and driven from the state in a series of engagements along the Kansas border.

In April 1865, Price left the United States for Mexico. However, he returned to Missouri in January 1867 and died of cholera on September 29, 1867, in St. Louis.
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Sigel, Franz (1824–1902)

Union officer. Franz Sigel was born in Sinsheim in the Grand Duchy of Baden on November 18, 1824, and graduated from the Karlsruhe Military Academy in 1843. While only in his mid-20s, he led revolutionary forces in Baden during the Revolution of 1848 and was briefly minister of war in that state’s new government. Following the defeat of the revolution Sigel went into exile, immigrating to the United States in 1852. Establishing himself in New York, he taught a variety of subjects and became active in the militia. In 1857 he settled in St. Louis and taught school there until 1861.

A prominent member of the Republican Party in Missouri at the start of the Civil War, Sigel received an appointment as brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861, backdated to May 1861. He was active in the efforts to keep Missouri in the Union and played a tremendous role in rallying the North’s German population to the Union cause. Sigel fought with distinction in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), earning promotion to major general of volunteers. Transferred to the eastern theater, he commanded I Corps under Major General John Pope in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) and was wounded in the hand.

In September 1862 Sigel assumed command of XI Corps, consisting largely of German American soldiers, in the Army of the Potomac. During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), his forces were held in reserve. Sigel left the command of XI Corps in February 1863 for health reasons.

Sigel’s political prominence enabled him to obtain a new command at the start of 1864 as head of the newly created Department of West Virginia. Ordered to advance south up the Shenandoah Valley, he was defeated in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864). The loss was all the more embarrassing because a charge by the young cadets of the Virginia Military Institute played a key role in the Union defeat. In July, Sigel fought briefly at Harpers Ferry but was almost immediately relieved of his command because of his poor performance. He played no further role in the war and resigned his commission in May 1865.

Following the war, Sigel worked for a time in Baltimore as a journalist before becoming a newspaper editor in New York City, where he received a number of political appointments. Sigel died in New York City on August 21, 1902.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/RAIDS

Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864)

Confederate expedition into Missouri led by Major General Sterling Price. Ordered by commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department General Edmund Kirby Smith, Price’s Missouri Raid, also known as Price’s Expedition and Price’s Raid, was the last major effort by the Confederates to try to bring that state into the Confederacy or at least secure a large number of recruits for the Confederate cause. The Confederates also hoped to impact the upcoming U.S. presidential election, denying Abraham Lincoln a second term. Finally, Smith hoped to divert resources from Union efforts elsewhere. Price’s ambitious goals included the capture of St. Louis, with its stocks of war supplies and an attack across the Mississippi River into Illinois. He also expected to secure war matériel for Confederate forces. While the operation had its successes, it ended in a major failure.

Departing Camden, Arkansas, on August 28, 1864, and proceeding north, Price added additional units on August 29 and September 13. His combined force entered Missouri on September 19. Price’s Army of Missouri numbered about 12,000 men and 14 guns. It was essentially a cavalry force but was indifferently armed, clothed, and equipped. Many of his men were former deserters. The army consisted of three divisions, under Major General James F. Fagan and Brigadier Generals John S. Marmaduke and Joseph O. “Jo” Shelby. Price moved quickly into southeastern Missouri, with St. Louis as his first and primary objective.

Although there was skirmishing almost every day throughout the expedition, the first significant clash did not occur until September 27 in the Battle of Pilot Knob, also known as the Battle of Fort Davidson, when a much smaller Union force of about 1,500 troops under Brigadier General Thomas Ewing Jr. held off more than 8,500 of Price’s men and then escaped with the garrison that night. Union losses totaled 213, while the Confederates suffered 800–1,000 casualties. The battle also slowed Price’s advance to St. Louis, giving Union forces time to concentrate and reinforce there.

With St. Louis now too strong to take, Price turned his army westward, hoping to take the state capital of Jefferson City, the capture of which would be a major psychological blow for the Union. Strong Union defenses there made this untenable as well, so Price again changed his objective and continued north and west through Boonville to Glasgow, where a detachment of his men forced the surrender of a small Union force on October 15.

Meanwhile, the Union commander of the Department of Missouri, Major General William S. Rosecrans, and the commander of the Department of Kansas, Major General Samuel R. Curtis, had responded in force to the Confederate raid. Forces under Major General James Blunt, who was sent forward by Curtis, slowed but could not stop Price in the Second Battle of Lexington (October 19) and the Battle of the Little Blue River (October 21). Price enjoyed moderate success in an engagement at Bryan’s Ford on the Big Blue River (October 22), forcing the Federals back to Westport (today part of Kansas City).

These relatively small clashes led to the Battle of Westport, the largest military engagement west of the Mississippi. Sometimes known as “the Gettysburg of the West,” the Battle of Westport saw as many as 30,000 men engaged. Fought on October 23 between Price’s Confederate Army of the Missouri and Curtis’s Union Army of the Border, along with Union major general Alfred Pleasonton’s Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri, the battle saw repeated Confederate charges on the Union lines during a four-hour span, with the attackers rebuffed. Each side suffered about 1,500 casualties, but with Pleasonton having crossed the Big Blue River at Bryan’s Ford, Price had no option but to withdraw. With Price now outnumbered some 40,000–45,000 to only 9,000 and with the Union forces closing in from different directions, Price was forced into a long retreat south along the Missouri-Kansas border area, bringing along the wagons filled with captured supplies desperately needed by Confederate forces.

Pleasonton pursued, hoping to catch Price before he could reach safety in Confederate territory in Arkansas. A series of engagements followed, including three battles on one day alone, October 25, across the state line in Kansas: the Battle of the Marais de Cygnes River, the Battle of Mine Creek, and the Battle of the Little Osage River. Price, meanwhile, defended river crossings by the wagon train. As a result of these engagements, Price lost perhaps half his wagons, a number of his guns, and hundreds of men captured.

Veering slightly east back into Missouri, Price continued his southern movement. Price’s campaign effectively ended in fighting at Newtonia, Missouri, on October 28 with what was a tactical draw, after which Price reached Confederate territory. In slightly more than a month, Price had covered some 1,435 miles in what was arguably the longest raid of the war. He had engaged Union forces on 43 separate occasions, but the small quantity of supplies secured was no compensation for the loss of nearly half his command. The outcome of the expedition strengthened Lincoln’s hand in the November presidential election, solidified Union control of Missouri, and marked the end of major Confederate campaigns west of the Mississippi River, although sporadic guerrilla engagements continued until the end of the war in 1865.
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Westport, Battle of (October 23, 1864)

Engagement of Confederate major general Sterling Price’s cavalry raid into Missouri and the last major land battle of the Civil War west of the Mississippi River. The Battle of Westport was fought on the outskirts of Kansas City on October 23, 1864. The mission of Price’s Army of Missouri was to gather recruits and supplies and prevent Union troops from supporting operations in other theaters. Union major general Samuel Curtis’s Army of the Border, heavily augmented by Kansas militiamen, prepared to defend Kansas, while Union major general Alfred Pleasonton mobilized his Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri from St. Louis. Curtis and Pleasonton attempted to trap Price near Independence, Missouri, east of Kansas City, but Price successfully fought Curtis to his front while delaying Pleasonton to his rear.

In minor engagements at the Little Blue River (October 21) and the Big Blue River (October 22), the Confederates, led by Brigadier General Joseph Shelby’s division, fought and forced three Union brigades under Major General James Blunt to withdraw to the defenses of Kansas City. Curtis now consolidated his cavalry and militia near the trading town of Westport, where he and Price arrayed their forces for battle on either side of Brush Creek.

On the morning of October 23, Blunt’s and Shelby’s forces, the latter supported by Major General James Fagan’s division, attacked one another on the plateau south of the creek. To the southeast, Pleasonton forced a crossing of the Big Blue against Price’s third division under Brigadier General John Marmaduke. Blunt’s and Shelby’s troops charged back and forth across farm fields until Pleasonton threatened Price’s eastern flank.

Shelby delayed Curtis and Pleasonton long enough for Marmaduke and Fagan to escape south; Union attempts to intercept the retreat were ineffective. Casualties in the battle are estimated at 1,500 killed, wounded, or captured for each side. Curtis pursued Price south to Mine Creek, Kansas, where Price waged a costly rearguard fight. Price eventually returned to Arkansas, with only half the men with whom he had begun the campaign.

BRIT K. ERSLEV

Further Reading

Lee, Fred L., ed. The Battle of Westport, October 21–23, 1864. Kansas City, MO: Westport Historical Society, 1976.

Monnett, Howard M. Action before Westport, 1864. Kansas City, MO: Westport Historical Society, 1964.

Newtonia, Second Battle of (October 28, 1864)

Last engagement associated with Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). In the early autumn of 1864, Price led a final attempt to reclaim Missouri from Union control. The campaign ultimately unraveled with the Confederate defeat at Westport, near Kansas City, on October 23. This battle forced Price to commence a long retreat. He continued to suffer setbacks during the withdrawal south through Missouri along the Arkansas border as Union forces doggedly pursued his exhausted Confederate force.

In midmorning on October 28, Price ordered his men to stop for rest at a spot about three miles from Newtonia, in the southwestern corner of Missouri. The men had barely encamped when two Union brigades under Union major general James G. Blunt struck without warning, pushing toward the Confederate skirmish line. Within minutes of the Union attack, Brigadier General J. O. Shelby quickly assembled his famous Iron Brigade to provide cover for the remainder of the Confederates to flee south toward Arkansas and Indian Territory (Oklahoma). After about two hours of heavy fighting Blunt’s force fell back, nearly out of ammunition and now outnumbered by the Confederates.

Around 5:00 p.m., Union brigadier general John B. Sanborn arrived on the scene to reinforce Blunt. Sanborn was leading three cavalry brigades and also had three guns. Realizing that he could not prevail against this reinforced Union force, Shelby wisely withdrew in an orderly retreat, heading south to Arkansas. The Union soldiers carried out a brief, halfhearted pursuit but then returned to Newtonia for the night.

The Second Battle of Newtonia was a tactical Confederate victory because Shelby’s rearguard defense allowed the bulk of the Confederates to escape into Arkansas. Nevertheless, both sides claimed victory. Statistics of this engagement are unclear. Based on reports filed by Union officers, the total number of Union soldiers on the field may have been around 3,000. Confederate numbers are harder to gauge but were likely around the same. Union forces suffered as many as 400 total casualties at Newtonia; their Confederate counterparts lost about 250 killed, wounded, or missing.
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Nebraska Territory

INTRODUCTION

The Nebraska Territory was created by the Kansas-Nebraska Act of May 30, 1854, and initially encompassed most of the Louisiana Territory north of the Nebraska-Kansas border (today portions of Nebraska, North and South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, and Colorado). Between 1854 and 1867, three subsequent acts reallocated portions of the original territory to the Dakota, Colorado, and Idaho Territories, leaving the territory that finally became the state of Nebraska in 1867. Nebraska encompasses 77,355 square miles and is bordered by South Dakota to the north, Colorado and Kansas to the south, Wyoming to the west, and Iowa and Missouri to the east.

In the early 1800s, settlers began to establish fur-trading posts, forts, and towns in the area. Fort Atkinson, founded on the Council Bluff in 1819, was the region’s first military post and featured the first school in the area. Other posts included Forts Kearny, McPherson, and Mitchell in present-day Nebraska; Fort Randall, in present-day South Dakota; and Forts Casper, Halleck, Laramie, and Sanders, in present-day Wyoming. Settlers founded the territorial (and later state) capital at Omaha in 1854. In May 1854, Nebraska had a white settler population of 2,732. By 1860 the population had grown to 28,841, and by 1870 it had increased to 122,993. The Homestead Act of 1862 resulted in a large influx of new settlers into Nebraska.

As with neighboring Kansas, the Nebraska Territory was divided between those who supported slavery and those who opposed it. Support for Democrats and Republicans remained nearly equally divided until 1864, at which point the Republicans swept territorial offices. Once the war began, Nebraskans were tepid toward the conflict. Many were concerned that the withdrawal of Union troops would leave the territory open to Indian attacks, but during 1862 and 1863 the territory raised a number of militia units for home defense.

Nebraska did not experience any fighting during the Civil War. However, by April 1865, more than 3,100 Nebraskans, about one-third of the territory’s military-age men, had served in one Union infantry regiment, three cavalry regiments, and several battalions of militia. Some of the soldiers who served at Fort Kearny were so-called Galvanized Yankees, former Confederates who had changed their allegiance to the Union. Casualties included 35 Nebraskans killed in action and another 204 deaths from other causes. With virtually no industry to speak of, Nebraska’s main contribution to the war effort came in the form of men and agricultural products.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Omaha, Nebraska

Capital of the Nebraska Territory from 1854 until 1867. Omaha is located in the east-central portion of the present-day state of Nebraska along the Missouri River, some 20 miles north of the mouth of the Platte River. Omaha had an 1860 population of 1,883.

When Nebraska entered the Union as a state in March 1867, the capital was relocated to Lincoln. Omaha was first settled by land speculators from Council Bluffs, but whites had been traveling through or near the town as early as 1804, when Meriwether Lewis and William Clark followed the Missouri River on their trek west. Several small forts and trading posts were established in the area prior to 1854, and by the time of Omaha’s founding, a ferry service across the Missouri had been operating there for several years.

Omaha soon became an important regional transportation hub not only for steamboats plying the Missouri River but also for westward-bound settlers as they prepared to cross the Rocky Mountains. By the end of the Civil War, plans for a continental railroad included Omaha as an important stop. Despite its growing importance as a transportation center, Omaha was a small frontier town during the Civil War that had no industry to speak of. After the war Omaha became home to a large number of stockyards and meatpacking companies, while rail lines proliferated in the area, linking the young city with virtually every corner of the country. Omaha grew rapidly during the 20th century, becoming the state’s largest and most important city. Omaha served as a major industrial center and, later, as the headquarters of several large service-based corporations. In 2010, Omaha had a population of 408,958.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Kearny

U.S. Army post located along the Platte River and adjacent to the Oregon Trail in modern-day south-central Nebraska. Built in 1848, Fort Kearny was erected chiefly to aid migrants traveling along the Oregon Trail; it was not intended as a defensive redoubt for conflicts against Native Americans. The early fort had few armaments and was not surrounded by a perimeter fence or wall. Most of the buildings were made of wood, sod, or adobe and surrounded a central parade ground of approximately four acres. By 1849 Fort Kearny had become an important western supply depot, a way station for travelers along the Oregon Trail, and a message and mail hub. For a short time during the early months of the Civil War, the post served as the home of the Pony Express.

During Fort Kearny’s first full year of operation in 1849, some 4,000 wagons passed through as they headed west. Travelers and teamsters could purchase any manner of supplies and products, which were usually sold at cost. When travelers could not afford supplies, goods would be given to them at no charge. By the mid-1850s when traffic along the Oregon Trail began to peak, an estimated 2,000 migrants per day passed through the facility, along with some 10,000 draft animals, mostly oxen. Although Fort Kearny never came under direct attack from Native Americans, several operations against them involved soldiers at the facility, and during 1864 a small stockade was built atop a modest earthwork surrounding the fort.

While the transcontinental railroad was being constructed in the late 1860s, Fort Kearny served as a base of operations for laborers, and the garrison there afforded them some protection from hostile Indians. Once the Union Pacific Railroad was completed in 1869, much of the post’s activities were rendered obsolete, and the army abandoned it in 1871. In 1875 Fort Kearny’s buildings were disassembled, and the material was moved to other facilities.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Paddock, Algernon Sidney (1830–1897)

Lawyer, Republican politician, secretary of the Nebraska Territory (1861–1867), and acting governor of the Nebraska Territory (March–May 1861). Algernon Sidney Paddock was born on November 9, 1830, in Glens Falls, New York, and attended Union College (in Schenectady, New York). He became a schoolteacher and eventually studied law. In 1857 he moved to Omaha, Nebraska, where he was admitted to the bar and began a law practice. During 1858–1859 he was an editor for the Nebraska Republican. In 1861 he was appointed secretary of the Nebraska Territory, and from March 6, 1856 until May 15, 1861, he was also acting governor.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Paddock offered the Abraham Lincoln administration support, but his sparsely populated territory was unable to offer much in the way of personnel or matériel. Paddock did, however, begin the process of assembling a home guard, which his successor, Governor Alvin Saunders, finished later in 1861.

After several failed bids to capture a seat in the U.S. House and Senate, Paddock moved to Beatrice, Nebraska, where he farmed and engaged in manufacturing. He was finally elected to the U.S. Senate as a Republican in 1874, serving from 1875 until 1881; his reelection bid was not successful, but from 1882 to 1886 he served on the Utah Commission that helped organize Utah as a territory. In 1886 Paddock was again elected to the Senate, serving from 1887 until 1893. After leaving office, he worked in the brokerage business. Paddock died in Beatrice, Nebraska, on October 17, 1897.
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Saunders, Alvin (1817–1899)

Businessman, Republican politician, and governor of the Nebraska Territory (1861–1867). Alvin Saunders was born on July 12, 1817, in Fleming County, Kentucky, and attended local schools. In 1829 he moved to Illinois, where he was engaged in commercial pursuits with his father. In 1836 Saunders moved to Mount Pleasant, Iowa (then part of the Wisconsin Territory), becoming the town’s postmaster in 1837, a post he held for seven years. He thereafter studied law but never practiced.

During the 1840s and 1850s, Saunders was involved in banking and commercial enterprises. Beginning as a Whig, he entered politics and was a delegate to the Iowa Constitutional Convention in 1846. He sat in the Iowa Senate during 1854–1856 and 1858–1860, by which time he had become a Republican. Saunders also served as a commissioner on the U.S. congressional committee charged with organizing the Union Pacific Railroad. He was a strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 candidacy for the presidency.

In 1861 President Lincoln named Saunders governor of the Nebraska Territory, a post Saunders held until 1867. He took office in May 1861 after the Civil War had begun and urged strong support for the Union war effort. However, given Nebraska’s sparse population and lack of industry, he was able to give only very modest material and manpower support to the federal government. After leaving office, Saunders returned to business pursuits and was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1876, serving from 1877 until 1883.

Saunders died on November 1, 1899, in Omaha, Nebraska.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Thayer, John Milton (1820–1906)

Union officer. John Milton Thayer was born on January 24, 1820, in Bellingham, Massachusetts. He briefly taught at a number of rural schools before studying law at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. After graduating in 1841, Thayer opened a law office in Worcester, Massachusetts, and joined the local militia. In 1854 he moved to Omaha in the Nebraska Territory and, because of his past militia experience, was appointed the Nebraska Territory’s first brigadier general of militia when the Pawnee tribe staged an uprising. After hostilities ceased, the Nebraska legislature, to which Thayer had subsequently been elected, appointed him major general of militia.

When the Civil War began, Thayer petitioned Secretary of War Simon Cameron for permission to raise a regiment of volunteers and resigned his seat in the legislature in June 1861. Thayer thus raised the 1st Nebraska Infantry and was commissioned its colonel on July 21, 1861. On February 1, 1862, he took command of a brigade in the 3rd Division in what became the Army of the Tennessee, leading it at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) and the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in October 1862, he saw his appointment lapse for lack of confirmation. On March 13, 1863, Thayer was reappointed brigadier general of volunteers, which was confirmed. He received a division command in XV Corps, taking part in the Battle of Jackson (May 14, 1863) in Mississippi during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (May 1–July 4, 1863).

Following the actions at Vicksburg, Thayer was named commander of the District of the Frontier, VII Corps, on February 22, 1864. He commanded a division during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864) in southwestern Arkansas and was instrumental in the repulse of Confederate forces during a four-hour attack on the rear guard at Prairie D’Ane, Louisiana, allowing Union forces to continue on to Camden. Following participation in several other engagements, Thayer was assigned to St. Charles, Arkansas, on February 27, 1865. He was brevetted major general before resigning his commission on July 19, 1865.

Thayer then returned to Nebraska and again entered politics, becoming one of Nebraska’s first U.S. senators. President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Thayer governor of the Wyoming Territory in 1871, and from 1886 to 1892 Thayer served as governor of Nebraska before retiring from public life. Thayer died in Lincoln, Nebraska, on March 19, 1906.
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Nevada Territory

INTRODUCTION

Nevada, located in the U.S. West, was derived from the Utah and Arizona Territories and existed as the Nevada Territory from March 2, 1861, until October 31, 1864, at which time it became a state and was admitted to the Union. In 1860 the territory was sparsely populated, with a white population of just 6,587. The exact number of Indians living in the area is not known but may have been equal to or greater than the white population at that time. The Nevada Territory’s eastern border changed twice. The eastern border was originally set at the 116th meridian, but the discovery of significant gold deposits in the eastern region moved the border to the 115th meridian in 1862 and to the 114th meridian in 1864. Present-day Nevada is bordered by California to the west, Oregon and Idaho to the north, Utah to the east, and Arizona to the southeast.

Just days after becoming president in March 1861, Abraham Lincoln named James N. Nye, a close political associate and supporter, to the governorship of the Nevada Territory. Nye in turn appointed staunch Unionists to administrative and military posts so that the territory would remain loyal to the United States. There were some Confederate supporters in the region, but their activities were kept in check by the Nye government.

Union authorities directed Governor Nye to raise one cavalry and one infantry regiment, which would be used for home defense. The governor organized one infantry company and three cavalry companies to patrol the Overland Mail Route, which traversed the state from east to west. The rest of the troops took up garrison duty throughout the state and were used mainly to defend against Indian raids. In all 1,080 Nevadans served during the war, of whom 33 died of all causes.

At the time Nevada had virtually no industry and little in the way of agricultural production, but it did have large deposits of silver and gold, which proved invaluable to the Union war effort. The massive Comstock Lode was first tapped in 1859. Between 1861 and 1865, Nevada supplied an estimated $45 million in gold and silver bullion, which helped the federal government fund the war, stabilize its economy, and maintain its credit rating.

Beginning in 1863, the territory’s loyalty and bullion production accelerated a move to grant statehood to Nevada, which was enthusiastically embraced by Lincoln, who would be glad to count on the state’s congressional delegation to vote for the Thirteenth Amendment, which permanently abolished slavery in the United States. Even though it lacked the requisite population for statehood, Nevada entered the Union as a state in October 31, 1864. On December 5, 1864, Henry G. Blasdel, a Republican, was sworn in as the first governor of Nevada. By 1870, Nevada’s population of 42,941 had grown sevenfold from the 1860 census.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Carson City, Nevada

Capital of the Nevada Territory (1861–1864) and capital of the state of Nevada (1864–present). Carson City is located along the Carson River in west-central Nevada not far from the California border. The city is situated amid high desert at an average of 4,730 feet above sea level. In 1860 Carson City had a population of just 714, although that figure would increase to 3,042 just 10 years later; much of that population gain came as a result of the significant gold and silver deposits that attracted swarms of miners and speculators to Nevada beginning in the late 1850s.

The area that became Carson City, which was named for famed mountaineer Christopher “Kit” Carson, was first scouted by whites in 1843, when a party led by John C. Frémont passed through the river valley. By the early 1850s a trading post had been established along the Carson River and became the genesis of Carson City. The region was then still part of the Utah Territory. In 1859 gold and silver were discovered nearby, and the Comstock Lode especially attracted a number of settlers and prospectors to Carson City. In 1861 when the Nevada Territory was created out of the Utah Territory, Carson City was selected to be the permanent capital, cementing the city’s importance to the region.

During the Civil War, Carson City was a rough-hewn frontier town dominated by the mining industry and the merchants who supplied the miners with everything from food to alcohol to mining equipment. It had virtually no industry to speak of besides mining and was not yet served by railroads. In 1864 when Nevada gained statehood, Carson City remained the capital. In 2010, the city had a population of 55,274.
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Virginia City, Nevada

City located in the Truckee River Valley not far from the California border in the west-central portion of Nevada. Virginia City had an 1860 population of 2,345, making it the second most populous city in the Utah Territory; when Nevada became a separate territory in 1861, Virginia City became the most populous city in the Nevada Territory. The city formed practically overnight after the discovery of vast gold and silver deposits in the region beginning in 1859. The Comstock Lode (silver) especially attracted miners and prospectors to the area.

In addition to the hordes of American-born prospectors who descended upon Virginia City, the promise of quick and fabulous riches also attracted a sizable number of Irish and English prospectors. The city’s entire economy was geared to mining and would remain so until the late 19th century. Between 1860 and 1880, an estimated $400 million in precious metals was mined in the region around Virginia City. The city’s permanent population peaked in 1880 at 10,917, although during the 1870s as many as 30,000 people may have lived in and around Virginia City, most of whom were engaged in mining or ancillary supply businesses. After 1890, the population began to fall dramatically when the precious metal reserves had been depleted. In 2010, only 855 people called the city home.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Churchill

U.S. Army post located in the Nevada Territory (modern-day west-central Nevada) on the north bank of the Carson River. Fort Churchill, named after Sylvester Churchill, U.S. Army inspector general, was the first U.S. fort established in the region that would later become Nevada. The fort was designed chiefly to protect local white settlers and the overland and Pony Express routes that ran along the Carson River. During 1860, violence erupted between white settlers and the Bannock and Paiute Indians in the vicinity of the future Fort Churchill. The resulting so-called Pyramid Lake War came to a head during June 2–4, 1860, when a contingent of volunteers and U.S. Army regulars defeated the Native Americans at the Second Battle of Pyramid Lake. This conflict led U.S. Army officials to establish a defensive post along the Carson River.

Construction supervised by U.S. Army captain Joseph Stewart commenced in July 1860 and was completed by the late spring of 1861. Built of adobe, this typical western-style fort included some 20 buildings enclosing a large courtyard that served as a parade ground and common area. Fort Churchill had barracks, officers’ quarters, stables, workshops, a commissary, and various storage and ordnance buildings. It was not designed to withstand a conventional infantry or artillery assault but was instead meant to deter Indian raids. For most of its existence, the outpost housed a garrison of up to 200 men; during the Civil War, the garrison was manned by volunteers from the Utah Territory and nearby California. From 1861 until 1865, Fort Churchill was a key supply depot for the U.S. Army. It was decommissioned in 1869, and the land was sold to private interests. Today, all that remains of the post are ruins of the largest adobe structures.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Blasdel, Henry Goode (1825–1900)

First elected governor of the state of Nevada, serving from 1864 to 1871. Henry Goode Blasdel was born on January 29, 1825, near Lawrenceburg, Indiana. With only an elementary education, he worked in a variety of fields, including farming, mining, and operating a store. For a time Blasdel also worked as a riverboat captain. He joined the Republican Party in the 1850s, and in late 1861 he was appointed recorder for Storey County in the Nevada Territory. Blasdel arrived in Nevada that autumn and commenced his duties in November.

In 1864 after Nevada achieved statehood, Blasdel, a strong supporter of President Abraham Lincoln, received the Republican nomination for governor and went on to win the election. Blasdel took office in December 1864 and served until January 1871. He proved both politically popular and efficient, helping to establish the new state’s government, form elementary educational institutions, and protect white settlers from Indian raids. In 1871 Blasdel retired from public life and pursued a number of endeavors before his death in Oakland, California, on July 26, 1900.
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Nye, James Warren (1815–1876)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of the Nevada Territory (1861–1864). James Warren Nye was born on June 10, 1815, in Madison County, New York. He studied law in Troy, New York, and after passing the bar began a legal practice in Madison County. During 1839–1840 he served as a district attorney, and from 1840 until 1848 he was the county judge. In 1846 Nye waged an unsuccessful congressional campaign on the Free Soil ticket. From 1857 until 1860, he was president of New York City’s Metropolitan Police Board.

President Abraham Lincoln appointed Nye governor of the newly created Nevada Territory, and in March 1861 Nye was sworn into office. His tenure was uneventful and was chiefly consumed by the creation of a new governmental setup and the establishment of defenses for white settlers in the territory. He also worked to encourage mining operations in Nevada, which provided millions of dollars in gold and silver for the Union war effort.

When Nevada became a state in 1864, Nye was elected as a Republican to the U.S. Senate. He served from February 1865 until March 1873. Among other notable assignments, he served on the Senate Committee on Territories, where his tenure as a territorial governor stood him in good stead. Famed writer Samuel Langhorne Clemens (Mark Twain) worked for a brief time as Nye’s senatorial secretary. After Nye directed him not to address contentious issues in letters to constituents, Clemens allegedly wrote a series of nonsensical letters to Nye’s constituents, a stunt that resulted in Clemens’s dismissal. After leaving office Nye returned to New York, where he died in White Plains on December 25, 1876.
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New Hampshire

INTRODUCTION

New Hampshire, located in New England, encompasses 9,279 square miles and is bordered by Maine and the Atlantic Ocean to the east, Massachusetts to the south, Vermont to the west, and Canada to the north. New Hampshire’s 1860 population was 326,073. During the decades leading up to the Civil War, New Hampshire became one of the epicenters of the American textile industry, which sprang up along the state’s many fast-running streams and rivers used to power the mills. The clothing mills helped supply the Union Army with such important items as uniforms and tents. Although New Hampshire has a very small coastline, it was—and still is—home to one of the principal naval shipyards on the East Coast, at Portsmouth. In the interior of the state and in the mountain valleys, agriculture predominated.

Since at least the 1840s, antislavery and abolitionist sentiment had gained considerable momentum in New Hampshire. By the mid-1850s, the Republican Party dominated state politics. New Hampshire’s three wartime governors—Ichabod Goodwin (1859–1861), Nathaniel S. Berry (1861–1863), and Joseph A. Gilmore (1863–1865)—were all Republicans. During the 1860 presidential election, Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln captured 57 percent of the New Hampshire popular vote.

Governor Goodwin responded immediately to the federal call for troops in April 1861, and by May 25 the 1st New Hampshire Infantry Regiment had arrived in Washington, D.C., fully trained and supplied. Because the state legislature was not then in session, Goodwin worked with local bankers, secured a loan of $680,000 using his own collateral, and raised and equipped two regiments. They were reportedly among the best-equipped outfits in the Union Army. Goodwin’s successor, Nathaniel Berry, worked hard to maintain the state’s troop quotas and also supported the war effort, as did his successor, Governor Gilmore. After Gilmore won reelection in March 1864 with nearly a 6,000-vote majority, he strove to reduce the red tape that continued to hinder the state’s support for the war, fueling heated discussions within the state legislature. Gilmore was able to secure a loan of $1.5 million that provided payments to soldiers and paid for the transportation of soldiers on furloughs.

During the war some 38,000 New Hampshire men served in the military, which represented about 50 percent of the state’s male military-age population. The state provided 18 infantry regiments, 1 cavalry regiment, 1 light artillery battery, 3 special guard units, and 3 companies of sharpshooters. An additional 3,100 men served in the U.S. Navy, while some 3,500 others were members of the U.S. Marine Corps. Although the state saw no combat, its troops participated in all phases of the conflict, from the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861) through the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Concord, New Hampshire

Capital city of New Hampshire with an 1860 population of 10,896. Concord is located in south-central New Hampshire astride the important Merrimack River, which begins at Franklin, New Hampshire, and flows generally south and east, emptying into the Atlantic Ocean at Newburyport, Massachusetts. The Merrimack River was at the center of the U.S. textile industry during the first half of the 19th century.

Prior to European contact, the area had been inhabited by a subgroup of the Abenaki Nation known as the Pennacooks. Beginning in 1725, the first permanent European settlers from the Province of Massachusetts Bay (Haverhill, Massachusetts) arrived at the would-be site of Concord, and within two years a small village was established. The rich soil of the Merrimack Valley provided for abundant agricultural pursuits. In 1734 the town was formally incorporated as Rumford, which was changed in 1765 to Concord after a long-running boundary dispute with an adjacent community.

Because of its location along the Merrimack, Concord’s population continued to increase into the 19th century, aided by the 1807 completion of a canal and lock system, part of the larger Middlesex Canal, that directly linked Concord with Boston, to the southeast. Two years later, Concord was designated the permanent seat of New Hampshire’s government. By the 1820s, Concord was known chiefly for its furniture industry; it was also at the heart of the state’s granite quarrying. In addition, numerous textile mills set up shop along the Merrimack and its tributaries to employ the power of their falls and currents to drive factory machinery. Later still, the city was host to a major coach-building company, and by the eve of the Civil War, it had also become a regional rail hub.

By 1861, Concord was a prosperous small city. Like most of the remainder of New Hampshire, Concord was strongly pro-Union and demonstrated a deep antipathy toward slavery. The Republican Party dominated both local and state politics. Although the war left Concord physically untouched, its textile mills provided many military uniforms, tents, sails, and the like, and its economy prospered during the war years.
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Manchester, New Hampshire

Principal and largest city in New Hampshire at the time of the Civil War. Manchester, which had an 1860 population of 20,107, is located in the south-central part of the state along the important Merrimack River downriver from Concord, the state capital. Prior to the arrival of Europeans, the area was home to the Pennacooks, a subtribe of the Abenaki Nation. The first European to establish a homestead in the would-be region of Manchester was John Goffe, an Englishman from Massachusetts who built a sawmill near the river in 1722.

The settlement was first recognized officially in 1727 but was rechartered in 1751, a decade after New Hampshire and Massachusetts became separate colonial entities. A canal and lock system at Manchester (then still known as Derryfield) was completed in 1807. This allowed vessels to circumnavigate the falls of the Merrimack and helped the town’s economy enormously.

In 1809 Manchester’s first textile mill was erected adjacent to the Merrimack. The mill harnessed the river’s falls and currents to power equipment inside the facility. The next year the town was renamed Manchester, after Manchester, England, recognized as the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution. Many residents of the renamed New Hampshire city envisioned Manchester as the future epicenter of the American Industrial Revolution. By the early 1830s, Manchester was home to numerous large textile mills. In 1846, the world’s single-largest textile mill was completed in Manchester. Accommodating some 4,000 looms, the mill facility measured more than 900 feet in length and was more than 100 feet across. At the same time, the rapidly industrializing city also became home to paper and shoe manufacturers. Meanwhile, a major foundry produced mill equipment, rifles, fire engines, and locomotives.

The rise of heavy industry in and around Manchester attracted a wave of immigrants beginning in the 1820s, including large numbers of French Canadians and, later, Irish men and women. During the Civil War Manchester’s economy boomed, as much of its industrial base contributed substantially to the Union war effort. The population opposed slavery and secession and was strongly pro-Union. As in other parts of New Hampshire, the Republican Party dominated Manchester’s politics by the end of the 1850s. Today, Manchester remains New Hampshire’s largest and most important city, boasting a population of nearly 110,000.
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Portsmouth, New Hampshire

New Hampshire’s largest port city, situated in the southeastern portion of the state on the Atlantic coast immediately adjacent to Maine. Located along the Piscataqua River, actually a tidal estuary, Portsmouth is just across the bay from Kittery, Maine, home to the strategic Portsmouth Navy Yard. Portsmouth has long benefitted from the shipping, shipbuilding, and fishing industries. Portsmouth had an 1860 population of 9,335.

Before European contact, the area was home to the Pennacooks, a subtribe of the Abanaki Nation. First settled by the English in 1630, the town was first named Piscataqua, after the river that ran through it. The village quickly became a significant trade and shipping center; it was also a major center for the northern New England lumber business. In 1653 the village was formally incorporated as Portsmouth (after Portsmouth, England). Portsmouth became the colonial capital in 1679 and was formally incorporated as a U.S. city in 1849.

By the early 19th century, Portsmouth’s economy was heavily dependent upon the adjacent Portsmouth Navy Yard. In the city itself, a number of small shipbuilders constructed civilian vessels. By midcentury, Portsmouth was also known for its fine furniture and cabinet making and was one of the busier ports along the Eastern Seaboard. A sizable amount of textiles produced in New Hampshire and northern New England passed through the city’s storehouses and wharves, bound for overseas markets. Increased activity at the Portsmouth Navy Yard during the Civil War benefitted Portsmouth substantially, and many of the region’s businessmen maintained fine homes in the port city.

Portsmouth was strongly pro-Union during the war and leaned heavily toward the Republican Party by the early 1860s. Today, Portsmouth’s economy is still heavily dependent upon the shipyards in neighboring Maine. The former Pease Air Force Base, which was closed in 1991, also provided economic benefits to the city; the facility is now an Air National Guard facility. Portsmouth’s current population is estimated to be about 21,000.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Constitution

Federal redoubt located on a peninsula on New Castle Island overlooking the Piscataqua River and the Atlantic Ocean and designed to protect Portsmouth Harbor at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. The first fort built at the site was established during early colonial times in 1632; it was an earthwork structure mounting four guns. In 1666 a wooden blockhouse was added to the facility, and in 1692 breastworks were constructed, each with a three-foot-high rampart made of sod and housing gun batteries. These were protected by a seven-foot-high stone wall. At the same time, the redoubt was named Fort William and Mary.

The site fell into disrepair after the American Revolution, but in 1791 the U.S. government took possession of the peninsula. By the early 1800s the fort was repaired, garrisoned by a U.S. Army artillery company, and renamed Fort Constitution. The primary impetus for this was the establishment of the Portsmouth Navy Yard.

By 1808, new construction on the fort included heightened and reinforced exterior walls and numerous brick buildings, which included barracks for up to 150 men, two powder magazines, a shot furnace, and 36 gun emplacements. Fort Constitution played a major role during the War of 1812, when British naval and ground forces harassed and occupied large sections of coastal Maine, which lay just to the north of the redoubt. After that, numerous improvements were made to the site to keep up with the advances in artillery. Further improvements and modernization occurred at the site in the 1840s, although the army stopped garrisoning the fort in 1828; from 1828 to 1852, it was manned by local militia. After 1852, it was used chiefly as a training facility.

On the eve of the Civil War, Fort Constitution mounted 25 large guns, including several 100-pounder Parrott seacoast rifled guns. Within weeks of the beginning of the war, the fort was permanently garrisoned by New Hampshire Home Guard troops, and a new heavy gun was located in the fort’s bastion. In late 1862, a new large modern fort was designed, and construction began almost immediately. It was to be a huge three-tiered granite casemated structure completely enclosing the older fort. The new structure was meant to mount as many as 149 heavy guns but was never completed, as advancements in naval ordnance had rendered traditional masonry forts obsolete. Construction ceased in 1867, and the fort was kept on inactive status until the Spanish-American War (1898). The fort thereafter remained an active military site until the end of World War II and was deeded to the State of New Hampshire in 1961.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Berry, Hiram Gregory (1824–1863)

Union officer. Hiram Gregory Berry was born on August 24, 1824, in Rockland, Maine. He became a successful businessman and bank president before involving himself in politics. A Democrat, Berry served as mayor of Rockland and served several terms in the state legislative assembly. He was also a member of the state militia and raised and commanded a company known as the Rockland Guard. In the spring of 1861, Berry recruited the 4th Maine Infantry Regiment and was appointed its colonel.

Berry’s regiment saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), where it performed well. In March 1862, Berry was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and took part in the Army of the Potomac’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He was particularly conspicuous at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Taken ill, Berry went on sick leave until the autumn of 1862.

Promoted to major general on November 29, 1862, Berry led a brigade at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where his levelheaded performance helped save his command from being decimated. Berry took command of the 2nd Division, III Corps, in February 1863. On May 3, 1863, during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4), Berry was shot and killed by a Confederate sniper.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Dana, Charles Anderson (1819–1897)

American journalist, ardent abolitionist, special investigating agent for the U.S. War Department, and second assistant secretary of war. Born on August 8, 1819, in Hinsdale, New Hampshire, Charles Anderson Dana attended Harvard University during 1839–1841. He lived at Brook Farm, a transcendentalist experimental community in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, during 1841–1846, where he wrote for and produced the Harbinger, Brook Farm’s newsletter. In 1847 he joined the staff of Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune. Dana’s vehement antislavery articles clashed with Greeley’s vacillating view toward slavery and led to Dana’s resignation from the paper in 1862.

That same year, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton recruited Dana as a special investigating agent for the War Department. Dana investigated corruption and reported from the field. Stanton was especially concerned about allegations that Major General Ulysses S. Grant was an alcoholic. After viewing Grant’s performance in numerous military campaigns, Dana allayed Stanton’s fears and indeed recommended that Grant be placed in command of all Union armies, which occurred in March 1864.

From 1864 to 1865, Dana served as the second assistant secretary of war. In 1868 he became editor and part owner of the New York Sun. As editor, Dana opposed the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson, was a sharp critic of the Grant presidency, and supported Samuel J. Tilden in the 1876 presidential election. Dana insisted on a simple, clear writing style. He died in Glen Cove, New York, on October 17, 1897.
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Gilmore, Joseph Albree (1811–1867)

Businessman, politician, and wartime governor of New Hampshire. Born on June 10, 1811, in Weston, Vermont, Joseph Albree Gilmore moved to Boston, Massachusetts, to join his older brother in business after his education was cut short because of their father’s death. After clerking for several years, at the age of 21 Gilmore went into business for himself. Ten years later he moved to Concord, New Hampshire, where he established a wholesale grocery on the northern terminus of the Concord & Claremont Railroad. Six years after opening his store, he became the construction agent for the Concord & Claremont Railroad. Gilmore was named superintendent of the railroad in November 1856. By now, the railway also included the Manchester & Lawrence Railroad and the Concord & Portsmouth Railroad and their branches, for a total of some 175 miles of track.

A former Whig, Gilmore joined the Republican Party in the late 1850s and was elected to the New Hampshire state legislature in 1858. Reelected in 1859, he became president of the New Hampshire Senate that same year. Four years later in March 1863, Gilmore was the Republican Party’s gubernatorial candidate. Neither Gilmore nor his opponent received a majority of the votes, and the dispute went to the state legislature, which gave the election to Gilmore, despite his having won 2,500 fewer votes than the Democratic Party candidate.

Once in office, Gilmore was viewed by President Abraham Lincoln’s administration cautiously because of his disapproval of conscription policies and his demand for the removal of provost marshals from the state. However, Gilmore made great efforts in pushing statewide enlistments and later claimed that the draft was not needed in the state because of recruitment success. Gilmore was able to raise and equip the 19th New Hampshire Infantry, the 1st New Hampshire Cavalry, and the 1st New Hampshire Heavy Artillery Regiments, along with replacement recruits who were forwarded to existing units. In total, the state raised more than 31,000 troops during Gilmore’s tenure.

Gilmore won reelection in March 1864 with nearly a 6,000-vote majority and strove to reduce the red tape that continued to hinder the state’s support for the war, which fueled heated disagreements within the state legislature. He was able to secure a loan of $1.5 million that provided payments to soldiers as well as for the transportation of soldiers on furloughs. By the end of his second term, Gilmore was in failing health. He retired from public life in 1865. Following a lengthy illness, Gilmore died in Concord, New Hampshire, on April 7, 1867.
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Goodwin, Ichabod (1794–1882)

Businessman, politician, and governor of New Hampshire (1859–1861). Ichabod Goodwin was born on October 8, 1794, in North Berwick, Maine (then part of Massachusetts). After schooling at a local academy, he became a mercantile clerk in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and then made several sea voyages beginning when he was 20 years old. Later he served as a shipmaster and shipowner for the better part of a decade. He then founded a lucrative trading firm in Portsmouth and entered politics as a Whig, serving in the state legislature for six nonconsecutive terms between 1838 and 1856. After a failed gubernatorial bid in 1856, Goodwin switched parties and became a Republican.

Finally elected governor in 1859, Goodwin supported pro-Unionist efforts and Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 presidential campaign. That same year Lincoln campaigned on behalf of Goodwin, who sought reelection for another term as governor. Reelected in 1860, Goodwin immediately responded to the federal government’s troop requests when the Civil War began in 1861. Because the state legislature was not then in session, Goodwin worked with local bankers, secured a loan of $680,000 using his own collateral, and raised and equipped two regiments. They were reportedly among the best-equipped outfits in the Union Army. Goodwin accomplished much during his two-year tenure but was pushed aside by Radical Republicans and did not secure reelection in 1861.

Goodwin returned to business pursuits after leaving office and served as the president of several railroads. He died on July 4, 1882, in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
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Hawks, Esther Hill (1833–1906)

Physician and teacher. Esther Hill was born on August 4, 1833, in Hookset, New Hampshire. She attended school in Rhode Island and then became a schoolteacher. Hill later married a physician, Dr. John Milton Hawks, who supported his wife’s plan to become a medical doctor. Such a career course for a woman was nearly unheard of in mid-19th-century America, but she was nevertheless admitted to the New England Female Medical College, taking her medical degree in 1857. The Hawkses were fervent abolitionists, and after Esther Hawks earned her degree, she and her husband commenced a practice in Manchester, New Hampshire. The couple also advocated on behalf of freed blacks and treated some of them in their medical practice.

When the Civil War began, Hawks tried to join the U.S. Army as a physician, but her offer was turned down because of her gender. After being rejected as a physician, she volunteered to be a nurse but was again rebuffed. Her husband, meanwhile, was serving as a medical officer in the South Carolina Sea Islands, where he worked with the National Freedmen’s Association. In the autumn of 1862 John Hawks secured a position for his wife, and the couple lived together in Beaufort, South Carolina. For a time she worked as a contract physician at Beaufort’s General Hospital Number 10, which served wounded and ill African American soldiers.

In July 1863, a massive influx of wounded soldiers from the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, an all-black unit, arrived at Beaufort from Charleston, South Carolina. This permitted Hawks to prove her surgical mettle, but a newly arrived head of the hospital promptly decided that he did not want Esther Hawks working as a physician. She thereafter traveled the Sea Islands as a teacher, providing their largely African American inhabitants with medical advice and instructing children in basic education courses. She also continued to treat freedmen medically, sometimes ranging from northern Florida to Charleston in her travels. Throughout her Civil War experiences, Hawks kept a fairly detailed diary that has proven to be a treasure trove to historians.

When the war ended, Hawks and her husband helped a group of freedmen establish their own community in the vicinity of modern-day Daytona Beach, Florida. Soon thereafter John Hawks, along with several other investors, formed a lumber company along the central Florida coast. Meanwhile, Esther Hawks taught schoolchildren and practiced medicine among the freedmen. The lumber enterprise soon languished, however, as did the newly formed community. In 1869, angry whites, who opposed the new school that the Hawkses had helped to establish, torched the building. Dejected, the couple returned to New England and established a medical practice in Massachusetts. Esther Hawk also became involved in numerous philanthropic endeavors and in social reform movements, most notably the women’s suffrage movement. Hawks died on May 6, 1906, in Lynn, Massachusetts.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Butler, Benjamin Franklin (1818–1893)

Union officer and politician. Benjamin Franklin Butler was born in Deerfield, New Hampshire, on November 5, 1818, just five months before his father died. Butler’s mother moved the family to Lowell, Massachusetts, in 1828. The income she earned from operating a boardinghouse there enabled Butler to attend Waterville College (now Colby College) in Maine. After graduating in 1838, he studied law and went into practice in 1840. Butler soon became active in the Democratic Party.

In 1853 Butler won election to the Massachusetts House of Representatives. He ran successfully for the state senate in 1859 and attended the 1860 Democratic National Convention in Charleston, South Carolina, where his conviction that the U.S. Constitution upheld slavery led him to support Jefferson Davis for the presidential nomination. When the party fractured along regional lines, Butler supported John C. Breckinridge for president. Butler’s own 1860 candidacy for governor of Massachusetts ended in defeat.

Despite his acceptance of slavery, Butler opposed secession. He supported the Union when the Civil War began, cooperating with his former opponent, Governor John Andrew, to organize Massachusetts’s troops. Appointed brigadier general of the Massachusetts Militia in April 1861, Butler led the 8th Massachusetts Regiment to Maryland, where he threatened to arrest that state’s legislators if they approved an ordinance of secession. On April 25 Butler was named commander of the Military Department of Annapolis. He led 900 troops into Baltimore on May 13, 1861, to forestall any violence between Union and Confederate sympathizers.

President Abraham Lincoln then appointed Butler to major general of volunteers and assigned him to command Fort Monroe in Hampton Roads, Virginia. To secure his position, Butler ordered an attack on nearby Confederate positions, but his troops were repulsed on June 10 at Big Bethel. Butler also took the Union’s first official step against slavery when he declared fugitive slaves who had come into his lines as so-called contrabands of war and refused to return them to their owners. Instead, he put them to work on his fortifications. Lincoln approved the measure. Butler was replaced in August, briefly took command of an expedition that captured two forts guarding Hatteras Inlet in North Carolina, and then returned to New England to raise more troops.

[image: image]

Benjamin Butler accepted slavery but opposed secession. As a major general of volunteers he secured Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, for the Union early in the war but then proved an indifferent and overly cautious commander. While in command of the Army of the James late in the war, he  fumbled away a chance to take Richmond. (Library of Congress)

In March 1862 Butler took command of the Department of the Gulf and the army contingent assigned to attack New Orleans. His troops occupied the city at the end of April after the U.S. Navy conveyed them past the forts defending its approaches. Butler aroused considerable controversy by hanging a man who tore down the U.S. flag and by declaring in his infamous General Order No. 28 that any woman who insulted his troops would be treated “as a woman of the town plying her avocation.” He also quarreled with foreign diplomats and seized $800,000 from the Dutch consulate because he believed that the money was earmarked for Confederate use. These many controversies resulted in Butler’s recall in December 1862.

Lacking a command, Butler spent most of 1863 shoring up his political position with the Radical Republicans. He was placed in command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina in November 1863.

Butler was named to command the Army of the James in the spring of 1864. Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant assigned Butler to land on the south bank of the James River and advance toward Petersburg, Virginia, in conjunction with his Overland Campaign against Richmond. Butler landed on the Bermuda Hundred Peninsula on May 5, and the next day he had all of his 33,000 troops ashore. Instead of pushing rapidly toward Petersburg, which was defended by only 2,000 Confederates, Butler paused to entrench. He then spent several days probing the Confederate positions, with the Union forces returning to their lines each night.

On May 16, Butler finally launched a determined attack against General P. G. T. Beauregard’s Confederates at Drewry’s Bluff. Butler’s delays, however, had given Beauregard time to increase his force tenfold, and thus the Union troops were repulsed with a loss of more than 4,000 men, compared to 2,500 Confederate casualties. Butler then withdrew within his Bermuda Hundred fortifications and remained inactive. Given command of the land contingent in a joint army-navy assault on Fort Fisher, which guarded the only remaining major Confederate port of Wilmington, North Carolina, Butler withdrew his forces on December 27 after only three days ashore and without coordinating with his naval counterpart, Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter. Porter was furious, and so was Grant, who dismissed Butler from command in January 1865.

After the war, Butler represented Massachusetts in the U.S. Congress for five terms. He was elected governor of the state in 1882 and was the Greenback Party’s presidential candidate in 1884. Butler won less than 2 percent of the vote, and that along with his failure to win reelection as governor led to his withdrawal from politics. Butler died on January 11, 1893, in Washington, D.C.
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Dix, John Adams (1798–1879)

U.S. politician, army officer, and diplomat. John Adams Dix was born on July 24, 1798, in Boscawen, New Hampshire. At the beginning of the War of 1812, he secured a commission as an ensign at age 14, serving under his father, Lieutenant Colonel Timothy Dix. The younger Dix rose to the rank of captain before resigning his commission in 1828.

Dix practiced law in Cooperstown, New York, during 1828–1830 and also oversaw his father-in-law’s landholdings. Appointed New York adjutant general in 1830, Dix moved to Albany. From 1833 to 1839, he was New York secretary of state.

In 1845 Dix was elected U.S. senator, serving until 1849. He was especially interested in foreign affairs. Dix also held free-soil ideas and came to be associated with the antislavery Barnburner group of the Democrats. From 1854 to 1857, Dix was president of the Mississippi & Missouri Railway and the Chicago & Rock Island Railway. In 1860–1861 he was postmaster of the City of New York.

In January 1861 President James Buchanan appointed Dix secretary of the treasury, and he served ably but briefly in that post until March, when he was replaced by Salmon P. Chase, appointed by President Abraham Lincoln. While secretary, Dix had issued what became known as the American Flag Dispatch, in which he ordered that “if anyone attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the spot.”

Dix was rewarded for his ardent defense of the Union with a major generalcy of volunteers on May 16, 1861, making him the ranking volunteer officer during the war. Although Dix never held a field command, he did command a number of military departments, including both Maryland and Pennsylvania early in the war. The first of these, the Maryland command, was particularly important to the Union cause, for Dix prevented the state legislature from meeting and thus undoubtedly prevented Maryland from seceding.

Dix commanded the Middle Department (winter of 1861–1862), the Department of Virginia (June 1862–July 1863), and finally the Department of the East (July 1863–April 1865). In July 1862 he reached an agreement with Confederate major general Daniel H. Hill for the exchange of prisoners; this became known as the Dix-Hill Cartel. Dix also oversaw suppression of the New York City Draft Riots of July 1863.

Dix resigned after the end of the war and was U.S. minister to France during 1866–1869. In 1872 he was nominated by the Republican Party as governor of New York. Elected, he served from 1873 to 1875. Dix spent the remainder of his life in retirement in New York City, appearing occasionally on behalf of his civil service reform groups. He published several books, including A Winter in Madeira (1850), A Summer in Spain and Florence (1850), Speeches and Occasional Addresses (1864), a translation of Dies Irae (1863), and a translation of Stabat Mater (1863). Dix died on April 21, 1879, in New York City. Present-day U.S. Army Fort Dix in New Jersey is named for him.
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New Jersey

INTRODUCTION

New Jersey, located in the Middle Atlantic region, encompasses only 7,787 square miles and is bordered by New York to the north, Pennsylvania to the west, the Atlantic Ocean to the east and southeast, and Delaware to the southwest. The population of New Jersey in the 1860 census was 672,017. New Jersey, then as now, was an important state because it was highly populous and industrialized, had excellent rail and port facilities, and lay adjacent to New York City.

New Jersey citizens were rather ambivalent toward the war, and although no battles took place there, the state’s southern tip was actually below the Mason-Dixon Line. The state had many important and lucrative connections with textile interests in the South and even contained a few slaves. Indeed, New Jersey had many of the characteristics typical of a border state. It tended to be conservative politically, and many of its voters were either proslavery or pro-Southern. Abraham Lincoln failed to carry the state in the elections of 1860 and 1864. It was one of only two states carried by Stephen Douglas in 1860 and one of only three states carried by George McClellan in 1864.

During the war, New Jersey quietly sanctioned the institution of slavery and the Fugitive Slave Act. Although New Jersey’s opposition governors during the war reluctantly carried out orders from the Lincoln administration, the state legislature was firmly controlled by the Peace Democrats. Antiwar Copperheads were also an influential bloc in the state. The only part of the state where moderate Republican and antislavery sentiments held sway was in the extreme south, where there was a strong Quaker presence. Nevertheless, the southern area had little influence because it was sparsely populated.

Many in New Jersey openly criticized Lincoln and his policies, and most of the state’s newspapers repeatedly denounced his agenda. Reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation was especially vituperative. At the beginning of the war, New Jersey reacted slowly and reluctantly to Washington’s call for volunteers, which did nothing to ingratiate the state with the Lincoln administration. For his part, Lincoln did relatively little to further the state’s economic interests and did not lavish on New Jersey the efforts he made to keep Maryland and Kentucky in the Union. Of course, it was easier for New Jersey residents to remain ambivalent, for none of their territory was seriously threatened by Confederate forces, quite unlike Pennsylvania, which lay just to its west. The state probably best represented what could be termed the “loyal opposition.”

Despite New Jersey’s early reluctance to supply forces for the war, the state ultimately replied with considerable enthusiasm. Between 1861 and 1865, New Jersey furnished some 80,000 men serving in 40 infantry regiments, 3 cavalry regiments, and 5 artillery batteries. At war’s end, approximately 6,200 soldiers from New Jersey had given their lives for the cause. Beyond that, the state militia helped suppress numerous draft riots, and in 1863–1864 it prepared the state for a possible Confederate incursion. Finally, New Jersey provided numerous military leaders, including Philip Kearny, Charles Harker, H. Judson Patrick, and Samuel F. Du Pont.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Camden, New Jersey

Industrial city located in southwestern New Jersey along the Delaware River opposite Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Camden had an 1860 population of 14,358. Owing to Camden’s location along the important Delaware River and its proximity to Philadelphia, which in 1860 was the second-largest city in the United States, Camden’s economy had begun to industrialize by the very early 1800s. The area that became Camden was first settled permanently by the Dutch in the mid-1620s. At the time it was an important fur-trading center, and both the Dutch and Swedes competed for control of that key trade. By the late 1660s, ferries linked Camden with the Quaker settlement in what would later become Philadelphia. In many ways, Camden’s economic well-being would be tied more to Philadelphia than to New Jersey.

The railroads came early in Camden, which in part explains its industrial prowess. The Camden & Amboy Railroad, one of the nation’s first rail lines, began operations in 1834 and linked Philadelphia and New York City. This was at least a decade before most other cities of Camden’s size were served by rail lines. The line ended at Camden’s shore along the Delaware, and passengers (and freight) were taken to Philadelphia by ferry or barge. In addition to Camden being a burgeoning transportation hub, numerous industries were located in the city by the time of the Civil War; they included textiles, iron and steel forging, steamboat construction, and carriage making. Pro-Union support was fairly strong in Camden, but there were also pockets of strong Democratic sentiments, and like much of the rest of New Jersey, Camden residents were somewhat ambivalent toward the abolition of slavery and the vigorous prosecution of the war.

By the mid-1960s as the area hemorrhaged jobs and employers began to close down their operations or move them elsewhere, Camden’s economic fortunes began to plummet. Crime and violence soared, and in 2004 Camden was named America’s most dangerous city. To make matters worse, the city’s government has been rife with corruption and seems incapable of providing even basic services; in recent years, three Camden mayors have been sentenced to prison on corruption charges.
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Newark, New Jersey

New Jersey’s principal city and historically the state’s most populous urban area. Newark is located in northeastern New Jersey along Newark Bay, which is formed by the confluence of the Passaic and Hackensack Rivers. This strategic location gives Newark direct access to the Atlantic Ocean, only 11 miles distant. Also, Newark lies just 8 miles to the west of Manhattan, making Newark a close suburb of New York City. In many aspects, Newark’s fortunes have been tied more to New York City than to the state of New Jersey.

The area that became Newark was first settled in 1666 by a small group of English Puritans who had been forced into exile from the New Haven Colony. These settlers arranged for a land sale from the Hackensack tribe and founded a theocracy based on Puritan teachings that lasted until 1746, when Episcopal missionaries arrived on the scene and pushed the Puritans from power. Thereafter, the area grew steadily. Newark became a key shipping and shipbuilding locale during the late colonial and early national period, and by the early years of the 19th century it had begun to embrace modern industrialization. Between 1776 and 1826 Newark’s population grew tenfold, and beginning in the 1840s the city attracted thousands of immigrants, many of them from Ireland and Germany. In 1860 Newark had a population of 71,941.

By 1820 or so Newark had become a major leather manufacturer, and the process for making patent leather was perfected there. By the eve of the Civil War, Newark was producing more than 75 percent of all the leather made in the United States. During 1834–1835 the first rail lines began serving Newark, which further enhanced its industrial base. By the mid-19th century the city boasted large carriage-making plants, electroplating facilities, and other industries and was host to several major insurance companies. Shipping and transportation also played major roles in Newark’s economy in midcentury.

Support for the Union cause was relatively high in Newark. Because of the city’s proximity to New York City and location in the extreme northern part of the state, there was less ambivalence toward the war effort than there was in other areas of the state. Also, Newark’s economy prospered as a result of the conflict, which further ensured that pro-Union sentiment would remain relatively high.
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Trenton, New Jersey

Capital city of New Jersey located in the west-central portion of the state in Mercer County. Trenton, which had an 1860 population of 17,228, is located on the east bank of the Delaware River; across the river is Pennsylvania. The first permanent European settlement in the area was established by Quakers in 1679. By 1720 or so the settlement had become known as Trent-towne, named after William Trent, a major land owner in the area; by the mid-1700s, the town’s name had been shortened to Trenton. Trenton became famous during the American Revolutionary War. There General George Washington enjoyed his first significant victory at the December 26, 1776, Battle of Trenton. As U.S. officials debated the location of a permanent capital for their new nation, Trenton was recommended, but southerners insisted on a spot farther to the south.

In 1790 Trenton became the permanent capital of New Jersey and was formally incorporated as a city two years later. Although not as industrialized as other New Jersey cities, Trenton did become home to several textile mills that harnessed the power of the Delaware River. The city also boasted major pottery works, several foundries, and a wire rope factory. Numerous immigrants made their way to Trenton, particularly after 1840, and found work in local industry. Although most Trenton residents supported the Union, a good number were quite ambivalent toward the emancipation of the slaves and the use of force to prevent the Southern states from seceding. In this sense, the city reflected the state’s bifurcated sentiments and its fundamentally conservative leanings. Trenton had many of the same social and political hallmarks of the border states, and the Democratic Party historically polled well in the area.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort at Sandy Hook (Fort Hancock)

Large masonry redoubt built between 1859 and 1869 at Sandy Hook, New Jersey. Sandy Hook is a barrier sand spit about six miles long and about one mile wide at its widest point. It lies along New Jersey’s northeastern coast in Monmouth County and encloses the lower entrance to New York Bay to the south of New York City. As such, the site is well positioned to defend the southern approaches to New York City and the eastern approaches to suburban New Jersey.

The Fort at Sandy Hook (later known sometimes as Fort Hancock, which was actually a structure built after the Civil War), was intended by army engineers to be part of the nation’s third system of fortifications built between 1817 and 1867 to protect American coastal areas, harbors, and bays. Construction on the Fort at Sandy Hook began in 1859. Its design was considered classic: a five-bastioned granite and masonry structure shaped like a pentagon with high outer walls and enclosed casemates for heavy gun emplacements. Within the walls were structures and accommodations meant to sustain the garrison for long periods. The fort included barracks, officers’ quarters, offices, storage buildings, a powder magazine, a kitchen, shops, and several other small outbuildings.

Construction on the structure was still in its beginning phase when the Civil War began in 1861, but the U.S. Army accelerated work, and by April 1863 Company E of the New York Heavy Artillery was assigned to garrison the partly constructed facility. At the same time 34 guns were shipped there, but they were never employed during the war. In 1866, 24 10-inch Rodmans, 8 8-inch Rodmans, 9 8-inch Columbiads, and 5 100-pound Parrott guns were mounted in the Fort at Sandy Hook.

The facility was fully garrisoned only until July 1866, however, by which time the fort’s structure had been rendered largely obsolete by advancements in naval artillery. The army discontinued construction in 1869, when the fort was still only 70 percent completed. Later in the 19th century as part of the Endicott Plan, the site was fortified with a more modern design known as Fort Hancock.

The site was used to help detect German submarines that might have entered New York Harbor during World War II. In the late 1950s during the Cold War, Nike antiaircraft missiles were emplaced at Fort Hancock, which was decommissioned in 1974. Sandy Hook is now a National Park. The fort can be toured, but tourists are mostly drawn to Sandy Hook’s fine beaches.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Olden, Charles Smith (1799–1876)

Businessman, judge, politician, and governor of New Jersey (1860–1863). Charles Smith Olden was born on February 19, 1799, in Princeton, New Jersey, to a Quaker family. Until 1823, he worked in his father’s store. Olden then became a chief clerk in a Philadelphia commercial enterprise. In 1826 he established his own business in New Orleans, which was a considerable success. By 1834, he had sold the business and amassed sufficient funds to return to Princeton in semiretirement. In 1845 Olden was elected to the New Jersey Senate, where he remained until 1851. He later joined the newly established Republican Party and sat on the board of a bank in Trenton, New Jersey.

In 1859 Olden received the Republican nomination for governor and went on to win a close election in the autumn of that year. Taking office on January 17, 1860, he did not allow his Quaker beliefs to interfere with his actions during the secession crisis and the ensuing Civil War. In the early spring of 1860, he received authorization from the state legislature to increase the size of New Jersey’s militia. Although Olden preferred continued compromise to war, when war did come in April 1861 he steadfastly supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war program.

In 1861 Olden helped raise some $500,000 from New Jersey banks to provide adequate war funds, and he responded promptly to the federal government’s request for troops. Although he supported the Lincoln White House in most instances, Olden decried the suspension of habeas corpus, fearing that it might be expanded to include New Jersey, and he directed state officials to prevent federal authorities from making arbitrary arrests in his state.

Olden left office on January 20, 1863, because the New Jersey Constitution barred him from serving consecutive terms. Thereafter, he was a judge on the New Jersey Court of Errors and Appeals and on the Court of Pardons. In 1872 he was a presidential elector. Olden died on April 7, 1876, in Princeton, New Jersey.
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Parker, Joel (1816–1888)

Lawyer, legislator, and governor of New Jersey. Joel Parker was born on November 24, 1816, in Freehold, New Jersey. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1839 and was admitted to the bar in 1842. Parker began a successful legal practice in Freehold and soon became involved in state Democratic politics. Elected to the state legislature in 1847, he also served as a prosecuting attorney. At the same time he was active in the state militia, rising to the rank of major general by 1861. Parker somewhat hesitantly backed Senator Stephen A. Douglas for his party’s presidential nomination in 1860 and was concerned when Republican Abraham Lincoln won the contest that autumn, believing that his inauguration would ultimately bring disunion.

Despite his general antipathy toward Lincoln’s policies, Parker supported the president once war began in April 1861. Parker was a dark-horse candidate for the New Jersey governorship, winning his party’s nomination in September 1862 on the fourth ballot. On the campaign trail, Parker lambasted what he alleged were the Lincoln administration’s blatant violations of civil liberties. Parker went on to win the election and took office in January 1863. In his inaugural address he excoriated Lincoln for the Emancipation Proclamation, which he believed was unconstitutional and would only promote more discord, and berated Lincoln for the suspension of habeas corpus.

While Parker was clearly at odds with many national policies, he was nevertheless a committed Unionist and disavowed the workings of the Copperheads (War Democrats), who by 1863 controlled the New Jersey legislature. He frequently spoke out on the need to continue the war until the Confederates had been defeated and launched several successful military recruiting drives. And when Confederate forces invaded neighboring Pennsylvania in the early summer of 1863, Parker promptly sent the New Jersey Militia to its aid. He lost his reelection bid in 1865 and left office in January 1866.

Parker thereafter remained vitally engaged in Democratic politics, practiced law, and enjoyed a second term as governor during 1872–1875. In 1875 he served as state attorney general. Five years later Parker became a state supreme court justice, a post he held until his death on January 2, 1888, in Philadelphia.
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Price, Rodman McCamley (1816–1894)

Attorney, Democratic politician, governor of New Jersey (1854–1857), and delegate to the abortive Washington Peace Conference in 1861. Rodman McCamley Price was born to a well-to-do family on May 5, 1816, in Newton, New Jersey. He attended the Lawrenceville Academy (now Lawrenceville School) and Princeton College (now Princeton University) but did not graduate from the latter. Price thereafter read for the law and was admitted to the New Jersey bar. In 1840 he entered the U.S. Navy as a purser and was stationed in San Francisco. Price remained in the navy throughout the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In 1846 he was named temporary prefect and alcalde (mayor) of Monterrey, Mexico, and he became the first American official to preside over judicial matters in recently conquered California. From 1848 to 1850, at which time he left the navy, Price acted as a naval agent.

After serving as a delegate to California’s first constitutional convention, Price went back to his native New Jersey. Elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Representatives in the autumn of 1850, he served from March 1851 until March 1853. He failed in his reelection bid and then practiced law. Reentering politics, Price received the Democratic Party’s gubernatorial nomination and served as governor of New Jersey during 1854–1857. Price’s tenure was quite successful, as he sought internal improvements for his state and made education a top priority. Indeed, he became known as the father of New Jersey’s public education system, which spanned elementary through college curricula.

After leaving office Price engaged in several successful business ventures, including operating a ferry service from Weehawken, New Jersey, to New York City; investing in a quarrying operation; and developing reclaimed land along the Hackensack River. In January 1861 Price was elected as a representative to the Washington Peace Conference (February 4–27, 1861), which was to prevent more state secessions and avert civil war. Price was not a Copperhead (Peace Democrat), but at this point he did not exactly favor a war to maintain the Union. Rather, he sought compromise. After many days of frustrating debate, the conference recommended a complicated seven-part amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which was submitted to Congress on February 27. On March 4, the U.S. Senate voted the measure down.

Price returned to New Jersey discouraged, believing that it was now only a matter of time before states in the Upper South left the Union, which would likely trigger an armed conflict. He returned to his business pursuits and also practiced law on occasion. Price died on June 7, 1894, in Oakland, New Jersey.
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Wall, James Walter (1820–1872)

Lawyer, politician, and antiwar Democrat. James Walter Wall was born on May 26, 1820, in Trenton, New Jersey, to a well-to-do family with political connections. His father, Garret Dorset Wall, was a U.S. senator. The younger Wall was privately tutored before entering Princeton College (Princeton University), from which he graduated in 1838. He then read for the law and was admitted to the state bar in 1841. Wall opened a legal practice in Trenton and later served as the city’s commissioner in bankruptcy. In 1847 Wall relocated to Burlington, New Jersey, where he also practiced law. He served as the town’s mayor in 1850. That same year, he declined his party’s offer to become its candidate for an open seat in the U.S. House of Representatives.

In 1854 Wall waged an unsuccessful campaign for a seat in the U.S. House. In 1860 he actively supported the presidential candidacy of fellow Democrat John C. Breckinridge, who lost the contest to Republican Abraham Lincoln. Breckinridge had been the Democratic nominee who favored slavery and, if necessary, secession to perpetuate the institution. Disillusioned with Lincoln’s election, Wall soon allied with the peace faction of the Democratic Party (often referred to as Copperheads). Indeed, he took an editorial position on the New York Daily News, where he was responsible for authoring numerous peace appeals after the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861. He also wrote several anti-Lincoln pieces before the U.S. government shut down the newspaper in August 1861 for seditious activity.

On September 11, 1861, U.S. government authorities tracked down Wall, arrested him in Trenton, and charged him with suspicion of harboring secessionist sentiments. He was transferred to New York City by train and held without a hearing at Fort Lafayette, a dank makeshift prison for political dissenters located in New York Harbor. By early 1862, it had been derisively dubbed the “American Bastille.” After a few weeks, Wall was released and returned to New Jersey but was warned not to involve himself in potentially traitorous activities. He had also been compelled to swear allegiance to the United States.

Wall recommenced his law practice in Burlington and wrote a book published in 1862 that outlined his views on the U.S. Constitution. It became quite popular among Copperheads as well as Democrats in the South. Despite his brush with the law, many New Jersey Democrats admired Wall for his unwavering beliefs, and they helped elect him to the U.S. Senate in a special election in early 1863 to finish the term of a deceased senator. Wall served from January 14 to March 4, 1863. After leaving office, he resumed his legal practice and compiled another book containing his speeches over the years.

Wall died on June 9, 1872, in Elizabeth, New Jersey.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

French, Samuel Gibbs (1818–1910)

Confederate officer. Born in Mullica Hill, New Jersey, on November 22, 1818, Samuel Gibbs French graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he was assigned to Company F of the 3rd Artillery Regiment. He joined Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Observation in Texas in 1845, then campaigned with Taylor’s army after the beginning of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

On September 23, 1846, French was brevetted first lieutenant for his performance in the Battle of Monterrey. He was wounded during the Battle of Buena Vista, earning a second brevet. At the field hospital after the battle, he became friends with Colonel Jefferson Davis, later U.S. secretary of war and then president of the Confederacy. French’s wound kept him out of action for the rest of the war, and he was eventually sent to Washington, D.C., for recuperation. In January 1848 he was promoted to captain and became army assistant quartermaster.

French remained in the army until 1856, when he resigned his commission and retired to a plantation that he purchased near Greenville, Mississippi. When the Civil War began in 1861, he accepted an appointment as a lieutenant colonel of Mississippi militia, and in October 1861 Confederate president Davis appointed him a brigadier general. Between July 1862 and June 1863, French held a number of regional commands and helped construct fortifications at Fort Fisher, North Carolina, and around Petersburg, Virginia.

French saw action during the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 26–September 1, 1862) and was promoted to major general on August 31, 1862. After commanding forces in North Carolina, he requested transfer west. French commanded a division in General Joseph E. Johnston’s army in Mississippi in the unsuccessful relief of Vicksburg and remained in Mississippi until May 1864, at which time Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk’s Army of Mississippi (later Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee) was sent to bolster Confederate forces under Johnston in northern Georgia.

French participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On October 5 he led an assault on a Union fort at Allatoona, Georgia, but was criticized for breaking off the attack. French saw considerable action during General John B. Hood’s Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). Sidelined for several weeks with a severe eye infection, in early 1865 French was detailed to Mobile, Alabama, where he surrendered on April 12, 1865.

In the years following the Civil War, French was the Mississippi levee commissioner. He later invested in orange groves in Florida. French also wrote a memoir of his time in the U.S. Army and the Confederate Army that was first published in 1901 in the periodical Confederate Veteran. French died on April 20, 1910, in Florala, Florida.
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Harker, Charles Garrison (1835–1864)

Union officer. Charles Garrison Harker was born on December 2, 1835, in Swedesboro, New Jersey. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1858. By early 1861, he was a first lieutenant in the 15th U.S. Infantry Regiment and was in charge of training recruits.

On October 24, 1861, Harker was advanced to captain, and on November 11 he entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment. He saw combat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862), the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). At the latter engagement, Harker’s performance is credited with having helped save the Union force from a rout.

During the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Harker’s regiment was again conspicuous, and he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers to date from September 20, 1863. He led a brigade in IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, during the Battles of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). He then saw service in the opening stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Harker was killed on June 27, 1864, during the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain while leading an assault against entrenched Confederates.
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Kilpatrick, Hugh Judson (1836–1881)

Union officer. Born in Deckertown, New Jersey, on January 14, 1836, Hugh Judson Kilpatrick graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1861. He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Artillery but soon entered the volunteer service as a captain with the 5th New York Infantry before transferring to the 2nd New York Cavalry as lieutenant colonel. Becoming colonel on December 6, 1862, Kilpatrick saw much action in northern Virginia. When the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac was organized into a corps, Kilpatrick was given command of a brigade in February 1863. He subsequently was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on June 14, 1863, and assumed command of a cavalry division.

Kilpatrick was valued for his aggressiveness on the battlefield, although this often tended toward reckless use of his troopers and horses. Most notoriously, he ordered a suicidal cavalry charge over rough terrain on the third day of fighting at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) that earned him much criticism and the sobriquet “Kill-Cavalry.” Kilpatrick was not popular with his men and often embellished reports to promote himself. He was also jailed during the war on charges of corruption and drunkenness, was accused of selling captured goods and accepting bribes, and was notorious for his fondness for prostitutes.

To salvage his reputation after an embarrassing defeat at Buckland, Virginia, in October 1863, Kilpatrick led the so-called Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid on Richmond (February 28–March 3, 1864), which ended in disaster. He was subsequently forced to transfer to Major General William T. Sherman’s command and led a cavalry division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December 1864), and Sherman’s March though the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Kilpatrick led a marginally effective raid during the Atlanta Campaign and displayed a bent for pillage and destruction during the March to the Sea. He suffered an ignominious defeat at Monroe’s Crossroads, North Carolina, on March 10, 1865, where he was nearly captured while in bed with a mistress. Kilpatrick nevertheless ended the war as a major general of volunteers. Having been brevetted through major general in the regular army, he resigned as a captain of the 1st Artillery in December 1865 and mustered out of the volunteers the following month.

After the war, Kilpatrick twice served as the U.S. minister to Chile and also ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Congress. He died in Santiago, Chile, on December 4, 1881.
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Mott, Gershom (1822–1884)

Union officer. Born in Lamberton (now part of Trenton), New Jersey, on April 7, 1822, Gershom Mott received his education at the Trenton Academy and at age 14 became a dry goods clerk. Volunteering for service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Mott was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 10th U.S. Infantry on April 23, 1847. His unit did not go to Mexico, however, and he mustered out on August 22, 1848, becoming a bank teller.

On August 17, 1861, Mott was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 5th New Jersey Infantry. His unit joined the Army of the Potomac and fought in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). On May 7, Mott was appointed colonel of the 6th New Jersey Infantry. He was commended for his role in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), but his regiment saw little action in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Severely wounded in the arm during the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862), Mott was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on September 7, 1862, but did not return to active duty until late December. Mott commanded a brigade in III Corps of the Army of the Potomac in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) but was again wounded, this time in the left hand, and missed the subsequent Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

Returning to action at the end of August 1863, Mott led his brigade in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–23, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2). He commanded the 4th Division in II Corps during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). In the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) he was wounded, this time in the side, and his division sustained such heavy losses during the Mule Shoe assault (May 10) that it was downgraded to a brigade, over Mott’s objections. Mott commanded the 3rd Division, which included his former brigade, in II Corps during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

Mott was brevetted major general of volunteers on August 1, 1864. He also took part in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) but was once again wounded, this time in the right leg, at Amelia Springs, Virginia, on April 6. On December 1, 1865, he was promoted to full-rank major general of volunteers, with date of rank of May 26, 1865. Mott resigned his commission on February 20, 1866.

After the war, Mott served briefly as an executive with the Camden & Amboy Railroad and as a banker. He declined a colonelcy in the regular army in 1868 and went on to hold various offices in the New Jersey government, including state treasurer, warden of the New Jersey State Prison, and, as major general, from 1873 until his death commander of the New Jersey National Guard. Mott died in New York City on November 29, 1884.
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New Mexico Territory

INTRODUCTION

The New Mexico Territory, established in 1850, encompassed the present-day states of New Mexico and Arizona and part of Nevada. The New Mexico Territory had an 1860 population of about 100,000. Until 1848, the region that encompassed the New Mexico Territory had been part of Mexico, which had controlled it since 1821. Prior to that, New Mexico had been part of Spain’s colonial holdings in North America. Mexico had been forced to cede the territory to the United States in the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

On the eve of the Civil War in 1861, the New Mexico Territory still retained strong Mexican and Spanish cultural influences, including Roman Catholicism. The region was also home to a sizable number of Native Americans, many of whom were hostile toward white settlement. At the time, the territory had virtually no industry to speak of; its major economic activities were ranching, agriculture, and mining.

At the beginning of hostilities, both the Union and Confederate governments claimed the territory, although sentiment in much of the territory tended to favor the Confederacy. On March 16, 1861, New Mexicans held a territorial convention at Mesilla and adopted an ordinance of secession. Arizonans held a convention on March 28 in which they ratified the Mesilla Convention and elected officers for the Provisional Confederate Territory of Arizona. Dr. Lewis Owings was chosen as governor, and Granville H. Oury became a delegate to the Confederate Congress. Oury immediately petitioned for admission to the Confederacy.

Early in the Civil War, the Confederate government recognized the strategic importance of the New Mexican Territory as an access route to the Pacific Ocean and the hoped-for eventual conquest of California. On February 14, 1862, President Jefferson Davis proclaimed Arizona as a separate territory. On February 24, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln signed legislation separating New Mexico and Arizona into two territories.

In the meantime, Confederate lieutenant colonel John Robert Baylor, commanding a small force of Texans, set out in the summer of 1861 to clear New Mexico of Union troops. He captured the U.S. garrison at Mesilla in July 1861 and then dismantled other Union forts. At about the same time, Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley was organizing the Army of New Mexico in eastern Texas. He formed three mounted rifle regiments and, after training them in San Antonio, moved them to Fort Thorn in New Mexico. With this force he defeated Union colonel E. R. S. Canby in the Battle of Val Verde (February 21, 1862) and captured Albuquerque on March 2 and Santa Fe on March 13. Some of his men inflicted another defeat on Union troops in the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862). Nevertheless, Canby, waging a war of attrition against the Confederates, succeeded in capturing or destroying Sibley’s supply train and by July compelled him to abandon the territory.

In Arizona, Confederate captain Sherod Hunter, head of the Arizona Rangers, expelled Union troops in the spring of 1862. But Union colonel James H. Carleton, at the head of troops from California, marched eastward to challenge Hunter’s Confederates. Although Carleton was defeated near Tucson in the Battle of Picacho Pass (April 15, 1862), the Confederates fell back on Tucson. In the early summer of 1862, Carleton captured Tucson and restored Arizona to Union control.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Albuquerque, New Mexico

City located in the central portion of modern-day New Mexico along the Rio Grande. Albuquerque, which had an 1860 population of about 1,200, was first permanently settled in 1706 and became a far-northern Spanish colonial outpost. That same year, the Spanish government established a presidio (military outpost) at Albuquerque. Chiefly a farming area, Albuquerque was also important because it sat along the Camino Real, which linked New Mexico with Mexico City.

After Mexico gained its independence in 1821, the Mexican government continued to garrison the Albuquerque presidio. Beginning in 1847, at which time the United States secured the area during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), the U.S. Army established its own military post at Albuquerque, which functioned mainly as a quartermaster’s depot.

In February 1862, Confederate forces under Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley moved on Albuquerque and occupied it for a time, hoping to replenish their quickly dwindling supplies. Much to the Confederates’ chagrin, however, the town had few useful supplies because Union forces had removed or destroyed them before the Confederates arrived. By April 1862, Union forces had compelled Confederate troops to withdraw east and south into Texas.

After the war, Albuquerque remained a small frontier town until 1880, when the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad was built through it. Thereafter, its growth accelerated substantially. Today, Albuquerque is New Mexico’s most populous city.
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Santa Fe, New Mexico

Capital of the New Mexico Territory (and later the capital of New Mexico) located in the north-central portion of modern-day New Mexico. Santa Fe, which had an 1860 population of 4,635, is situated along the east bank of the Rio Grande at 7,200 feet above sea level.

The Spanish founded Santa Fe in 1608 and then in 1610 designated it the capital of New Mexico. The town remained in Spanish and then Mexican control from 1608 until 1846 except for a 12-year period from 1680 to 1692, when the Pueblo Indians controlled it as a result of the Pueblo Revolt. New Mexico became a strategic trade center during the late 18th and early 19th centuries because it lay astride the Santa Fe Trail, which linked the town with Missouri to the east and north, and the Santa Fe–Chihuahua Trial, which connected Santa Fe with the Mexican state of Chihuahua to the south and west. In August 1846 during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), U.S. forces seized and occupied Santa Fe. By 1850, trade goods flowing through Santa Fe were estimated to be worth at least $5 million per year, and the volume of trade continued to escalate well into the 1880s.

By the time of the Civil War, Santa Fe’s major economic activities included agriculture, ranching, and transportation/shipping. In the late winter of 1862 during Confederate Brigadier Henry Hopkins Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862), a detachment of some 600 soldiers moved against Santa Fe, hoping to seize badly needed supplies. Union forces, however, had removed or destroyed almost all military supplies there, and so Santa Fe proved to be of virtually no military worth.

Today Santa Fe is a thriving small city renowned for its architecture, which has been characterized as Spanish-Pueblo Revival. It is also home to an impressive array of buildings and homes in the Territorial Style. A recognized Mecca for artists, Santa Fe now boasts a large artistic community.
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Tucson, Arizona

City located along the Santa Cruz River in modern-day southeastern Arizona (in land that was annexed by the United States from Mexico in the 1853 Gadsden Purchase). Tucson, only some 60 miles from the Mexican border, had an 1860 population of only 915.

The area that became Tucson was for many centuries inhabited by Native Americans. In 1700, Jesuit missionary Eusebio Francisco Kino established the San Xavier del Bac Mission just south of modern-day Tucson, extending Spanish colonial reach into the region. In 1755, Spanish authorities had established a presidio at Tucson. In 1857, the town became a stop along the San Antonio–San Diego Mail Line; the following year it became a divisional headquarters for the Butterfield Overland Mail company. That ended in 1861, however, because of threats from Apache Indians.

When the Confederates claimed Arizona shortly after the Civil War began, Tucson served as capital of the Confederate territory from August 1861 until June 1862, at which time the Union had established firm control over the area. At the time of the war, the major economic activities in Tucson were cattle ranching and mining. There was fairly significant pro-Confederate sentiment in the area, and in April 1862 a small detachment of Union troops was defeated by a detachment of Confederate cavalry at the Battle of Picacho Peak, some 50 miles northwest of Tucson. The Confederates were not able to capitalize on this victory, however, and so the Union held the area during the war. The skirmish was the westernmost military engagement of the Civil War.

Tucson grew steadily after the war and by the late 20th century had become Arizona’s second-largest city. Tucson boasts a highly diversified economy based on high-tech industries, higher education, and service-based corporations.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Craig

U.S. Army post located along the central part of the Camino Real, a major road connecting northern Mexico with Taos, New Mexico, near the Rio Grande in Socorro County (modern-day central New Mexico). Construction on Fort Craig was begun in 1854 by members of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment. The chief purpose for the redoubt was to defend against Indian attack and protect travelers and cargo along the Camino Real. One of the biggest forts in the West, Fort Craig was constructed of adobe and stone on a 40-acre parcel of land. Adobe walls surrounded the facility, while a ditch or dry moat was located just outside the walls; this was a unique feature among forts in the Southwest. Fort Craig measured 1,050 feet from east to west and 600 feet from north to south.

Within the walls were 22 buildings, including barracks, officers’ quarters, the commandant’s quarters, a commissary, a sutler’s store, a hospital, warehouses, and ordnance buildings. The post was designed to garrison two full companies (some 120 men), although many times it accommodated nearly four companies. Many soldiers complained of overcrowding and poor living conditions, which included crumbling walls, leaking roofs, and dust and mud from the structures’ dirt floors. The buildings enclosed a large parade ground.

When the Civil War began in 1861, the U.S. Army retained its regular garrison at Fort Craig. After Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley commenced his November 1861–May 1862 New Mexico Campaign, the garrison was substantially strengthened. By late 1861, some 1,200 troops under Union Colonel Edward R. S. Canby had massed at the post. During this time, modest earthworks were erected around the fort. Both real cannon as well as Quaker guns (bogus guns made to mimic real ones) were mounted behind the earthworks in the hope that the Confederates would think twice before attacking Fort Craig. By early February 1862 the garrison had been further strengthened, to nearly 4,000 men. Many soldiers were compelled to bivouac outside the walls.

On February 21, Sibley’s force approached the fort but did not attack. Instead, Canby dispatched his men to intercept the Confederates, resulting in the Battle of Val Verde. Although the engagement was a tactical Confederate victory, the Federals still retained control of Fort Craig. After the war, the U.S. Army continued to use the post to control hostile Native Americans but abandoned it in 1885. Today, only a few ruins mark the old fort.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Cochise (ca. 1810–1874)

Chiricahua Apache leader. Born circa 1810, probably in present-day southeastern Arizona, Cochise spent much of his youth fighting Mexicans who were routinely trespassing on Chiricahua lands. He also launched devastating raids into the Mexican provinces of Chihuahua and Sonora, often in concert with Mangas Coloradas, leader of the Mimbres Apache. Cochise’s keen intelligence and finely honed military skills led to his emergence as leader of the Chiricahuas by 1856.

Although he continued to battle the Mexicans after the United States acquired his Arizona homeland from Mexico in 1848, Cochise remained at peace with the Americans. The situation changed in February 1861, however, when U.S. Army lieutenant George Bascom summoned Cochise to a conference at Apache Pass. Bascom falsely accused Cochise of stealing cattle and kidnapping a boy. Cochise explained that the raid Bascom described had been carried out by Coyotero Apaches and offered to negotiate for the boy’s release, but Bascom did not believe Cochise and attempted to arrest him. Cochise fled; however, Bascom seized five of Cochise’s relatives who had accompanied him to the meeting.

In an effort to free the hostages and secure bargaining power, Cochise captured three whites. Seeing that Bascom would not yield, Cochise executed his prisoners. Bascom retaliated by hanging the Chiricahua hostages. Cochise responded with numerous raids.

Soon afterward, the U.S. government withdrew most of its troops from the Southwest for service farther east in the Civil War. Cochise and Mangas Coloradas took prompt advantage by intensifying their attacks on settlers and travelers and besieging the mining camp at Pinos Altos, forcing most of the prospectors to flee. They met no resistance from the small Confederate detachment that had occupied Tucson.

In the summer of 1862, a unit of California Volunteers under Brigadier General James Carleton marched into Arizona and drove out the Confederates. Cochise and Mangas Coloradas ambushed Carleton’s force at Apache Pass on July 15. After their initial assault was repulsed, the troops fought their way through to Apache Springs.

From his nearly inaccessible stronghold in the Dragoon Mountains of Arizona, Cochise continued to wage a guerrilla war against both soldiers and civilians, although his 300 Chiricahua fighting men were vastly outnumbered. His determination to continue resistance increased after U.S. troops captured Mangas Coloradas under a flag of truce and then murdered the Mimbres leader in January 1863.

By late 1869, however, Cochise had grown tired of fighting and sent word through intermediaries to American officials that he was willing to make peace. The U.S. government was similarly inclined, and its emissaries proposed that the Chiricahuas and Mimbres share a reservation in New Mexico. Cochise approved, but his people preferred to remain in the Arizona mountains. Cochise also distrusted both the government and the settlers, and therefore in the early spring of 1871 he declined an invitation to visit Washington, D.C. In April 1871, Cochise’s worries were confirmed when some 150 Avaraipa and Pinal Apaches, who had accepted a reservation at Camp Grant, were attacked and massacred by white Arizona settlers.

President Ulysses S. Grant denounced the massacre and ordered the army and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to make peace with the Apaches. Cochise had been raiding in Mexico and upon his return found that Brigadier General George Crook had troops searching southern Arizona for the Chiricahuas. Cochise then led his people to New Mexico, where he contacted Brigadier General Gordon Granger. The two met at Caèada Alamosa in March 1872 and discussed peace terms, but the Chiricahuas returned to the Dragoon Mountains upon learning that the government had ordered that all Apache were to be sent to Fort Tularosa.

On October 1, 1872, Major General Oliver O. Howard, who had taken charge of the effort to negotiate with Cochise, reached the Chiricahua camp with the assistance of Cochise’s friend Thomas Jeffords. After 10 days of discussions, Cochise agreed to end the fighting and accept a reservation in the mountains of southeastern Arizona. Cochise died on June 8, 1874, at his camp in the Dragoon Mountains.
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Connelly, Henry (1800–1866)

Physician, merchant, and governor of the New Mexico Territory (1861–1866). Henry Connelly was born in 1800 in Nelson (now Spencer) County, Kentucky. He graduated from Transylvania University in Lexington, Kentucky, in 1828 with a medical degree and for a short time maintained a practice in Missouri.

In 1829 Connelly left for New Mexico, eventually becoming a shop owner in Chihuahua in 1830. He then became involved in the burgeoning trade between Independence, Missouri, and Chihuahua along the Santa Fe Trail. In August 1846 during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Connelly worked to ease the transition from Mexican to American rule in New Mexico.

In the late 1840s Connelly moved to Peralta, New Mexico, where he was engaged in a highly lucrative trading enterprise. In 1851 he was elected to the upper house of the New Mexico Territorial Council, a post he held for nearly a decade. In September 1861, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Connelly, a staunch Unionist, governor of the New Mexico Territory. In March the following year, Connelly and his government had to evacuate the capital at Santa Fe as Confederate troops under Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley advanced on the city. Connelly directed most of his territorial troops to aid the Union troops, and the Confederates were forced to withdraw into Texas by mid-April.

With the Confederate threat eliminated, Connelly turned his attention on the territory’s Native Americans. Refusing to acknowledge the Indians’ plight or the fact that they had inhabited the region for centuries, he approved a harsh policy that forcibly relocated tribes to reservations, many of which were unsuited for habitation. Those who refused to relocate were threatened with starvation or death. Between 1862 and 1864, the Mescalero Apaches and the Navajos were herded into the Bosque Redondo; as many as several thousand died on the forced march there, and many others died after they had arrived.

Connelly became ill during his tenure, and from the autumn of 1862 until the late spring of 1863, he was out of the territory seeking treatment. Poor health forced him to resign on July 16, 1866. Connelly died in Santa Fe on August 12, 1866.
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Mangas Coloradas (ca. 1790–1863)

Chiricahua Apache leader. Born around 1790 in southwestern New Mexico near modern-day Silver City, Mangas Coloradas married into the Chihenne band. For the first decades of his life, he was known as Fuerte and only later received the name Kan-dazis-tlishishen, or Mangas Coloradas (“Red/Pink Sleeves”). From a prominent Native American family, he matured during the period of Spanish peace establishments, during which time rations and gifts were regularly distributed to the Apaches. Economic and political unrest prompted by the collapse of Spanish power, however, caused this system to crumble. After 1823, the Mexicans took over their own affairs in the region. Because of their policies of extermination and treacherous acts of genocide, the Mexicans of Sonora especially gained Mangas Coloradas’s deep hatred.

Character was the single most important factor in Mangas Coloradas’s rise to prominence. He excelled as a fierce fighter, courageous leader, generous statesman, wise diplomat, and loving family man—all traits valued in Chiricahua society. From the 1830s onward, he enjoyed exceptional power and prestige among the many Chiricahuan bands. Mangas Coloradas not only controlled his own band but attracted a wide following of fighting men and led many times a combined force of Chiricahuas from all bands. He gained even more influence by marrying his children wisely. For example, one daughter wed the Chokonen Apache leader Cochise.

Mexicans recognized Mangas Coloradas as the “general” of the Chiricahuas, whose cooperation and approval were vital for any significant peace initiative to succeed. He was also synonymous with Apache power and cruelty among many Mexicans, and the Americans knew his reputation when they arrived in the late 1840s.

At first Mangas Coloradas advocated peaceful relations with the Americans, who shared a common enemy with him in the Mexicans. The Americans were rich in trade commodities and thus useful as partners. However, racial hatred, a lack of mutual respect, and economic greed brought war, and despite peace agreements, several violent incidents caused a deterioration in American–Chiricahua Apache relations beginning in the 1850s. During the last years of the prominent chief’s life, American miners, ranchers, and farmers began to inundate much of his territory.

Mangas Coloradas became engaged in a destructive war with the Americans during the early 1860s and was killed by them at Fort McLane in southwestern New Mexico on January 18, 1863, after he had arrived for peace negotiations. Upon his arrival, he was captured and handed over to the American military. While he was a prisoner, soldiers taunted and tortured him. When he responded, he was shot and killed, his body thrown in a ditch after being decapitated for “scientific purposes.”
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Owings, Lewis Sumter (1820–1875)

Physician, businessman, politician, and governor of the Confederate Arizona Territory. Lewis Sumter Owings was born probably on September 20 (some sources claim September 6), 1820, in Roane County, Tennessee. He eventually earned a medical degree and, beginning around 1850, practiced medicine for a short time in Arkansas. In 1851 Owings moved to Texas and helped establish the town of Helena in modern-day Karnes County, where he served as the first postmaster. During 1853–1854, he served as postmaster for Goliad County. Owings was elected to the Texas House of Representatives in 1855 but lost a reelection bid in 1857 because his opponents portrayed him as being too willing to lobby for the establishment of local banks.

By 1860 Owings had moved to Mesilla, New Mexico Territory, where he operated a mine, was engaged in lucrative mercantile pursuits, and practiced medicine. During April 2–5, 1860, residents in the southern third of Arizona—then still part of the New Mexico Territory—convened a meeting in Tucson to press for the creation of a separate Arizona Territory. The convention drew up a provisional constitution and elected Owings provisional governor of the territory. The provisional government petitioned the U.S. Congress for recognition, but the impending secession crisis meant that Congress would not act on the request. Nevertheless, Owings proceeded as if he were a bona fide governor, raising several militia units to secure the U.S.-Mexican border and deter Indian attacks.

In March 1861, Owings decided to cast his lot with the Confederacy. At both Tucson and Mesilla in the southern portions of the New Mexico Territory, secession conventions met, resulting in the formation of the Provisional Confederate Territory of New Mexico. Owings was again selected as governor. He held the provisional office until August 1, 1861, when the territory was reorganized and John Baylor became the self-proclaimed territorial governor.

Baylor was ousted after the failed spring 1862 New Mexico Campaign led by Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley, and Owings was once more appointed governor, although he held the post in exile in San Antonio, Texas, until the spring of 1865. Owings died on August 20, 1875, in Denison, Texas.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Carson, Christopher Houston “Kit” (1809–1868)

Union officer, frontiersman, and renowned Indian fighter. Christopher Houston “Kit” Carson was born in Madison County, Kentucky, on December 24, 1809. When he was not yet 2 years old, his family moved to Missouri, where he spent most of his youth. At age 16 Carson ran away, joined a wagon train headed west to New Mexico, and soon became a fur trapper and mountaineer. This provided the foundation for almost everything else he did for the rest of his life. Carson traveled all over the West and often lived with various Indian tribes. In the process, he took at least two Native American wives and learned at least four tribal languages.
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Christopher “Kit” Carson began as a scout and courier during the Mexican-American War. During the Civil War, he commanded a volunteer regiment of Union soldiers at the Battle of Val Verde in 1862. (Library of Congress)

In 1846, Carson joined John C. Frémont’s California expeditions as a guide and hunter. After the brief Bear Flag Revolt in June 1846, Carson was a citizen soldier (holding no rank) in Frémont’s impromptu brigade. Carson soon saw action in California just prior to and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), which helped secure California for the United States and earned him national notoriety. President James K. Polk proposed that Carson be given a commission as a lieutenant in the Mounted Rifle Regiment, but the Senate rejected this.

After the war Carson continued to hunt, trap, and scout and served as an Indian agent for the Utes (1854–1861). With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, he resigned this post and was commissioned a colonel in the New Mexico volunteers. He saw combat at the Battle of Val Verde (February 21, 1862) and the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862) and was soon charged with the removal of Native Americans from their ancestral lands to remote reservations.

Beginning in late July 1863, Carson led five separate missions through Navajo country, conducting a total war that would be imitated by Union generals against the Confederacy in the East. By the end of January 1864, between 6,000 and 8,000 Navajos (half to two-thirds of the tribe) had come forward to be removed to the Bosque Redondo Reservation. The Long March to the remote reservation resulted in many Navajo deaths. Carson conducted other smaller operations against Native Americans in the Southwest until the Civil War ended in April 1865. Meanwhile, he had been granted a brevet commission as brigadier general in 1865. He then moved to Colorado to command Fort Garland before leaving the post in 1866 because of poor health. Carson died near Fort Lyon, Colorado, on May 23, 1868.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862)

Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley’s attempted conquest of the Southwest. In June 1861 Sibley, who had served in the regular army at many points in the West, met with Confederate president Jefferson Davis to propose an invasion and conquest of the New Mexico Territory, with hopes of extending Confederate control to California. Davis acceded to Sibley’s plan, and shortly thereafter Sibley received orders to invade New Mexico.

Traveling to Texas in August, Sibley began recruiting soldiers in eastern Texas for the Confederate Army of New Mexico. By November 1861, Sibley’s 3,700-man force was ready for operations and departed westward from San Antonio. The army later stopped in El Paso, where Sibley addressed the town’s citizens and informed them that the Confederates were there as liberators.

When Sibley’s force approached Fort Craig on February 16, 1862, Union colonel Edward R. S. Canby, the commander of that post, refused to be lured away from the fort to do battle with the Confederates. Sibley staged a makeshift siege of the Union post but withdrew when it became clear that his men would be unable to force its surrender. Sibley then advanced north along the east side of the Rio Grande. In response, a Union force from Fort Craig moved north along the west side of the river to block the Confederates from cutting the fort’s supply line. The two sides waged a chaotic battle for control of the Val Verde Ford on the Rio Grande on February 21, which resulted in a costly Confederate victory. Fighting during the preceding five days had badly depleted Sibley’s force of men and supplies.

The Union force then retreated to Fort Craig, where Canby decided to remain in Sibley’s rear as the Confederates advanced northward and occupied Albuquerque, which they found largely bereft of needed supplies. Sibley then sent a detachment of 600 men to take Santa Fe, but they soon discovered that the Union troops had removed or destroyed much of that town’s supplies. Meanwhile, the 1st Colorado Volunteer Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel John Slough, conducted a 13-day forced march from Colorado through snow and bitter cold to Fort Union, where Slough assumed command of the Union garrison. Disobeying the orders of Colonel Canby, Slough departed the fort and advanced against Sibley.

On March 26, 1862, Sibley’s and Slough’s forces collided in the Battle of Glorieta Pass. During the next two days, a series of engagements culminated in an apparent Confederate victory. But Sibley’s success was quickly negated by a Union raiding force that destroyed the Confederate supply train. Now desperately short of supplies, Sibley slowly withdrew back to Texas, arriving in El Paso on May 4, 1862, with just 1,700 men.
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Val Verde, New Mexico, Battle of (February 21, 1862)

Engagement during the Confederate invasion of New Mexico (February–July 1862). Confederate officials had been quick to realize the value of westward expansion, for they knew that precious metals and Pacific seaports could prove invaluable for Southern economic growth and stability. The strategic key to this expansion was control of the New Mexico Territory, which despite the departure of the majority of its regular soldiers to points east remained under Union control in early 1861. That summer, Colonel Edward Richard Sprigg Canby, commanding the U.S. Department of New Mexico, moved to reorganize what was left of his command by augmenting his remaining regulars with New Mexico volunteers and local militia units and concentrating his forces at strategic points along the Rio Grande and the western portion of the Santa Fe Trail.

As Canby hastened to secure his department, the 2nd Texas Mounted Rifles under Lieutenant Colonel John Robert Baylor marched from San Antonio, Texas, to El Paso and then on into southern New Mexico. Union attempts in July to turn back the advancing Texans failed and, on August 1 Baylor proclaimed the Confederate Territory of Arizona, which consisted of all of New Mexico south of the 34th Parallel.

As successful as Baylor’s operation was, he did not possess the manpower or the resources to continue the Confederate conquest of New Mexico. That task fell to Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley and his army of 2,515 men—most of whom were Texans—who at the end of January 1862 were encamped just north of Mesilla, the new capital of the Territory of Arizona. Sibley’s objective was to move up the Rio Grande toward Albuquerque and Santa Fe, eliminating Union strongholds along the way. Ultimately he hoped to set the stage for a Confederate invasion of Colorado and the acquisition of its gold and silver mines.

Some 100 miles south of Albuquerque and blocking the path of Sibley’s advance at Fort Craig on the west bank of the Rio Grande were 1,250 Union regulars and 1,350 New Mexico volunteers and militia, including Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson’s 1st New Mexico Volunteer Regiment. The Confederate presence in southern New Mexico spurred Canby to move his department’s headquarters to the fort, where he oversaw measures to strengthen its defenses in preparation for an imminent attack. As a result of these measures, Union forces were well prepared when Sibley’s troops arrived just south of Fort Craig in mid-February 1862.

Realizing the improbability of taking the garrison by direct assault, on February 16 Sibley tried to lure Canby into a decisive battle in the open. Seeing that the Federals would not immediately comply, Sibley chose instead to cross to the east side of the Rio Grande and position his troops at the Val Verde fords, six miles to the north of Fort Craig.

Although content to maintain the status quo at Fort Craig, Canby nevertheless sent troops to protect the fords. On February 21, Union forces under Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin S. Roberts engaged the vanguard of the Confederate column at Val Verde, thereby triggering the battle that Sibley so desperately wanted. Throughout the morning, Union troops threatened the Confederate left flank as reinforcements arrived to strengthen both commands. Canby arrived on the field in early afternoon, while Sibley, who was ill, turned over command to Colonel Tom Green of the 5th Texas Mounted Volunteers.

After ordering a disastrous lancer charge in the early afternoon, Green decided to focus Confederate efforts on Canby’s supporting artillery. A massed frontal assault against Captain Alexander McRae’s battery on the Union left proved successful, forcing Canby to quit Val Verde and retreat back to the safety of Fort Craig. Confederate casualties by the end of the day numbered 187, while Union losses were 263.

While Sibley could claim a victory, the battle proved costly for the Confederate conquest of New Mexico. Fort Craig and its garrison, although demoralized, remained poised to cut the Confederate lifeline to Texas. Perhaps most important, valuable supplies, wagons, and mules had been lost during the days leading up to the engagement. Although Sibley moved on in the coming weeks to capture Albuquerque and Santa Fe, the battle at Val Verde had left its mark on Confederate aspirations for the Southwest.

ALAN C. DOWNS

Further Reading

Frazier, Donald S. Blood & Treasure: Confederate Empire in the Southwest. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1995.

Josephy, Alvin M., Jr. The Civil War in the American West. New York: Vintage Books, 1991.

Apache Pass, Battle of (July 15–16, 1862)

Engagement between the Chiricahua Apaches and California volunteers in the New Mexico Territory. In 1862, a Confederate presence in New Mexico prompted Union Army colonel Edward Canby to ask for reinforcements. Consequently, Brigadier General James Carleton led the 1st California Volunteer Infantry to New Mexico via the Apache Pass, located east of Tucson. Cochise had posted scouts throughout the region and knew that Carleton was en route. Cochise convinced Mangas Coloradas, leader of the Mimbres Apaches, to join him in ambushing the troops at the springs in Apache Pass. The combined forces of Mimbres and Chiricahuas numbered well over 500 warriors.

Cochise stationed his warriors behind boulders, trees, and breastworks. The plan was to kill the soldiers while they rested at camp following an exhausting 19-hour march through arid and hot desert country. On July 15, Captain Thomas Roberts’s Company E of the 1st California Infantry marched into Apache Pass with two howitzers. As the column entered the pass, some warriors opened fire on the rear of the column, killing one soldier. The remaining troopers quickly returned fire, killing four Apaches, and then formed a defensive line, continuing their march, however, as the need for water was critical.

The soldiers reached an abandoned station house built of stone, which afforded some substantial cover. However, the water was still another 500 yards away. Roberts then deployed men on both sides of the canyon with the goal of reaching the water source. The Apache warriors responded by opening fire on the troopers, killing one and wounding another. Roberts then ordered his men to fall back and sent some soldiers up the hillside in hopes of flanking the dug-in Apaches. This tactic also failed, as Cochise had protected his flanks by placing warriors in position to prevent such a move. Four hours had now elapsed.

Recognizing the almost impregnable position of the Apache warriors, Roberts ordered the howitzers to open fire. For at least two hours, his men fired shells on the hillside where the Apaches were hidden behind rocks and breastworks. Apache casualties from shards of rock mounted. Cochise watched in dismay as the howitzer fire forced his shell-shocked warriors to retreat out of range, thus allowing the soldiers to reach the water.

As the main column approached the following day, July 16, only scattered firing occurred in the pass. By now, Cochise had taken the bulk of his force to his stronghold in the Dragoon Mountains. Estimates of Apache casualties in the battle vary from 10 to more than 40. U.S. losses were reported as 2 dead and 2 wounded. Within a few months, the U.S. Army constructed Fort Bowie at Apache Pass, which became the center of operations against the Chiricahuas. While Cochise continued his war for several more years, he never again directly engaged the army in battle.
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New York

INTRODUCTION

New York, which had an 1860 population of 3,880,735, was the most populous and important state in the Union. Located in the Northeast, New York covers 49,108 square miles. It is bordered by New Jersey and Pennsylvania to the south, Lakes Erie and Ontario to the west, Canada to the west and north, and Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut to the east. New York City, the nation’s largest city then and now, is located in the extreme southern part of the state where the Hudson and East Rivers empty into the western edge of Long Island Sound. New York Harbor is a naturally commodious waterway and was one of the largest ports in the Americas. The sheer size of the state, from north to south, ensures a diverse climate and topography, which features mountains and a climate in the north resembling that of lower Canada or northern New England, while the southern reaches of the state feature a Middle Atlantic climate and relatively temperate beaches on Long Island.

Although most New Yorkers supported the war effort, there was a strong Democratic Party presence especially in New York City, where the Tammany Hall Democratic political machine held sway. New York City had already become a haven for newly arriving immigrants, whom the Democrats courted with jobs and patronage. Some New York City Democrats even tried to sponsor a secession ordinance during the winter of 1860–1861, an effort that was unsuccessful. Nevertheless, when war did come in April 1861, most New York Democrats supported the effort to keep the Union intact, even if some protested the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war policies—in particular conscription and the suspension of habeas corpus in some parts of the Union. New York’s wartime governors included Republican Edwin D. Morgan and Democrats Horatio Seymour and Reuben Fenton.

New York was a leader in manufacturing and finance. Indeed, New York City was already the nation’s financial capital, with a string of banks, investment firms, and other enterprises, including the nation’s largest stock exchange on Wall Street. Elsewhere in the city were a plethora of manufacturers, many of which contributed to the war effort. In upstate New York in places such as Buffalo, Niagara Falls, and Rochester, industries took advantage of ample and fast-moving waterways to power industrial equipment. The state also boasted important arms factories, including the West Point Foundry at Cold Springs on the Hudson. In other parts of the state were scattered textile mills that employed several thousand workers. New York City was also the home of several highly influential newspapers that attracted a national readership, including the New York Times, the New York Herald, and the New-York Tribune.

Although no battles occurred in New York, the state was not immune from wartime conspiracies and disturbances. In July 1863 after the U.S. Congress had passed the Conscription Act, New York City was convulsed by several days of rioting, mostly by immigrants and the working class who feared that the Emancipation Proclamation would result in a huge African American influx into the state and the loss of jobs to themselves. Others rioted because they did not want to fight a war to liberate blacks. Casualty estimates range from 120 to as many as 2,000 dead. The number of wounded was estimated to be 2,000–8,000. Property damages were set at some $2 million, with more than 50 buildings destroyed by fire or looting. A plot hatched by Confederate exiles in Canada to burn New York City in November 1864 failed largely because of the ineptitude of those charged with carrying it out.

Like other states in the Union, New York also suffered from the effects on inflation and shortages of food and other items. This was partially offset by a boom in the transportation, manufacturing, and financial sectors, although the average working man’s wages did not keep pace with rising prices. The Republicans paid for this to an extent in the 1862 and 1863 elections, but by the autumn of 1864, Lincoln and the Republicans carried New York in the national election, thanks in large part to a series of Union military victories that had begun in July 1863.

New York provided the Union war effort with the largest amount of supplies, the most financial support, and the most soldiers of any state in the Union. In all, 474,701 New Yorkers served in all branches of the U.S. services, and among those some 50,000 died during the conflict, of all causes. Perhaps the greatest legacy of the war in New York was that it allowed corruption and graft in politics to reach new heights, as machine politicians—especially in New York City—found increasingly ingenious ways to bilk the taxpayers and line their own pockets.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Albany, New York

Capital city of New York and a major industrial center at the time of the Civil War. Albany is located in central New York State on the west bank of the Hudson River about 150 miles north of New York City and about 10 miles south of the confluence of the Mohawk and Hudson Rivers. Albany had an 1860 population of 62,376.

In 1614, the Dutch established the first permanent European settlement at what would later become Albany. They erected Fort Nassau that same year and built Fort Orange in 1624. Albany soon became the center of the Dutch fur trade in New Amsterdam. In 1664 the British took control of the region, which was renamed New York, and they named Albany after the Duke of Albany. Albany was officially chartered in 1686.

By the late 1700s and early 1800s, Albany had become the center of New York’s extensive turnpike system. Albany had also attracted a good deal of industry, mainly textile factories which were able to harness the power of the Hudson, Mohawk, and other rivers and streams in the region. By 1807, Albany was one of the first U.S. cities to be served by steamboat service when Robert Fulton established a route from New York City to Albany. In 1825 the Erie Canal opened, linking the Great Lakes with New York City and the Atlantic Ocean. The canal began in Buffalo and ended at Albany, where ships could travel down the Hudson to New York. This development further enhanced Albany’s strategic and commercial importance. By the early 1840s several rail lines ran through Albany, and by the 1850s the city had become an important northeastern rail hub.

Beginning in the 1840s, throngs of immigrants—mainly Irish—began settling in the Albany area, seeking jobs in its many industries and railroads. By midcentury Albany was home to two large foundries and in 1865 had nearly 4,000 lumber mills, making it the capital of the American lumber industry. The city was home to a number of publishing houses. Banking was also a major enterprise by the time of the Civil War. Albany prospered during the war years, as its transportation and lumber industries helped fuel the Union war machine. Although Albany was something of a Democratic stronghold, its residents were nevertheless strongly pro-Union, even if many of them disagreed with some of the Abraham Lincoln administration’s policies and war programs.
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Buffalo, New York

New York’s second-largest city at the time of the Civil War. Buffalo, which had an 1860 population of 81,129, is located in the far western portion of New York State on the eastern shore of Lake Erie at the head of the Niagara River only miles from Ontario, Canada. Prior to European contact, the Iroquois, specifically the Senecas, had made the region home. The French were the first to establish a settlement in the area, about 1758 at the mouth of Buffalo Creek, from which the later city would derive its name. That community was soon destroyed during the 1754–1763 French and Indian War, and in 1763 the British took formal control of the area. The first English-speaking settlement at Buffalo began in 1789, when two shopkeepers established a store and trading post for Native Americans. The British did not fully relinquish control of the region until 1796, however, when they finally vacated Fort Niagara.

Meanwhile, a group of Dutch investors purchased land at Buffalo from the Senecas, and in 1801 the Holland Land Company began selling land parcels to white settlers. Joseph Ellicott, an official with the land company, began designing a street plan for Buffalo in 1804. The settlement grew slowly, but in December 1813 during the War of 1812, British troops and their Indian allies burned Buffalo almost entirely to the ground. It took the better part of a decade for the town to recover.

The year 1825 marked the beginning of Buffalo’s rise to a regional commercial, transportation, and manufacturing center when the 524-mile Erie Canal was completed. The waterway linked Buffalo with Albany, to the east, and provided a direct passage for ships from the Great Lakes to access the Hudson River, New York City, and the Atlantic Ocean. Between 1825 and 1830 Buffalo’s population more than tripled, and the city was formally incorporated in 1832. Thereafter, the city grew quickly owing to its location along the canal and Lake Erie and the advent of railroads, which formed a significant terminus at Buffalo beginning in the late 1840s. Beginning in the 1830s or so, Buffalo also became a major stop on the Underground Railroad, the last station for escaping slaves before they reached safety in nearby Ontario. The city also had a sizable African American population.

The 1840s saw the first large influx of immigrants to Buffalo, chiefly the Irish and Germans, who took jobs in the city’s transportation industries or in the factories that had sprung up since the late 1820s. In 1843, Buffalo became home to the world’s first steam-powered grain elevator. Buffalo was far removed from New York City and much of the rest of New York State, and so it developed a culture that was more akin to southern Canada or the Midwest. Antislavery sentiments ran fairly high here, and support for the Civil War and the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war policies was solid. In February 1861, President-elect Lincoln visited Buffalo and gave a major speech there. The city’s economy boomed during the war years, with its mills and factories providing uniforms, metal components, and other matériel for the Union war effort.
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New York City, New York

Largest and most important city in the United States. New York City, which had an 1860 population of 1,174,779, is located in southeastern New York State at the mouth of the Hudson River and along New York Harbor, one of the world’s largest natural harbors. Prior to European contact, the area was home to several Algonquin-speaking peoples, including the Lenapes. The first European to explore the area was Giovanni da Verrazano in 1524; in 1609, explorer Henry Hudson further scouted the area, specifically the Hudson River Valley. In the early 1620s the Dutch established the first permanent settlement at the southern end of Manhattan Island, which soon became a major hub for the Dutch fur trade. The area was known as New Amsterdam until 1664, when it fell under English control. The English renamed New Amsterdam New York, in honor of the Duke of York. The city grew steadily throughout the colonial period and by the 1770s was already a major commercial and transportation hub.

From 1785 until 1790 New York served as the capital of the United States, which further enhanced its national importance. In 1807, Robert Fulton established the nation’s first permanent steamboat service, which connected New York City and Albany via the Hudson River. In 1811 the Commissioners’ Plan transformed the city physically, as it laid out the entire island of Manhattan in a logical grid design. In 1825 the Erie Canal, which linked Albany and Buffalo, brought many more goods into New York’s ports. Now goods from the interior of the nation and the Midwest could be transported directly to the coast via Buffalo, Albany, and New York City. Meanwhile, the city had already begun to see a rapid increase in population, both from Americans moving there from other areas and immigrants from overseas. By the 1820s, New York had already begun to function as the nation’s largest financial hub, boasting the country’s largest stock exchange on Wall Street and a plethora of banking institutions.

In the years prior to the Civil War, New York’s free black population grew steadily and by the 1850s was more than 20,000. There was also a growing abolitionist consciousness in the city, abetted by New York’s many influential publications, including Harper’s Weekly and its three major newspapers: the Herald, Times, and Tribune. Meanwhile, starting in the 1840s New York City began to attract thousands of immigrants each year, beginning with the Germans and then the Irish. Irish immigration was so immense that by 1860 there were more than 200,000 Irish immigrants living in New York City, representing nearly 25 percent of the city’s total population. They found jobs with the city’s many wharves, factories, and railroad companies.

Since the late 18th century, New York City’s politics had been dominated by Tammany Hall, a tightly run political machine that virtually dictated the city’s political culture. By the early 1800s, Tammany Hall was completely controlled by the Democratic Party. Quite shrewdly, Tammany Hall began to court the thousands of newly arriving immigrants, promising them jobs and financial help in return for their loyalty to the party. By the eve of the Civil War the city was heavily Democratic, and Tammany Hall was under the control of William M. “Boss” Tweed, a notoriously corrupt individual who was the de facto political leader of New York. Nevertheless, the Irish were beholden to him and his political machine and were unfailingly loyal to the Democratic Party.

In 1861 just before the Civil War began, New York City mayor Fernando Wood, a product and puppet of Tammany Hall, proposed that the city should secede from the Union in order to protect its economy and permit it to trade unencumbered with both the North and the South. This proved too radical for most, however, and the scheme was essentially dead on arrival. Most New Yorkers, despite their Democratic proclivities, supported the war effort, but in July 1863 that support was tested when riots broke out over the implementation of the federal draft. Most of the participants were working-class Irishmen. In all, at least several hundred people died and thousands of others were wounded; the rioters caused some $2 million in property damage.

New York City’s economy boomed during the war years. Its many factories, including the Brooklyn-based National Arms Company, churned out huge amounts of war matériel and related items, and its ports were busier than ever before, as the Union blockade of Southern ports meant that many ships were diverted to New York. Meanwhile, the Brooklyn Navy Yard, the nation’s second-largest such facility, churned out many warships, and by 1863 it employed some 6,000 civilian employees. In addition, much of the financing of the war was arranged through New York–based financial firms.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Brooklyn Navy Yard

Also referred to as the New York Navy Yard, the Brooklyn Navy Yard was the second-largest naval yard in the United States at the beginning of the Civil War. The vast, deep water of New York Harbor, a large population providing labor, and numerous nearby manufacturing facilities made it the Union’s busiest and most productive yard during the war.

The 43-acre yard was located east of Manhattan, across the East River, on Brooklyn’s Wallabout Bay. Eventually it grew to 130 acres, along with an additional 33 acres in what was known as Cobb Dock. The yard had five shipbuilding and repair sites, two ship houses, a stone dry dock, a floating dock, and a launching ship. Docked at the yard was the old ship of the line North Carolina. It then served as a receiving ship that housed new recruits as well as officers and seamen awaiting assignments. Aboard the ship, new recruits were given uniforms and basic seamanship training before being detailed to the fleet.

Forty-six shipbuilding firms operated in New York, along with 11 in nearby New Jersey. The Brooklyn yard itself built or began 21 ships during the war, 9 of which saw service in the conflict. The yard was also the primary point for the conversion of civilian ships to warships for blockade service. Of some 380 vessels purchased for conversion during the war, 190 entered service from New York, and much of this work occurred at the yard. By 1864, as many as 6,000 men were employed at the yard. Between shipbuilding, ship repairing, ship refitting, and recruit training, the Brooklyn Navy Yard was vital to the Union naval effort. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles also offered the services of the yard to the Russian squadron that wintered in New York Harbor in 1863.
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Castle Williams

Fortress situated on the northwestern edge of Governors Island in New York Harbor outside New York City. Built between 1807 and 1811 of granite, brick, and red sandstone, Castle Williams was designed to be but one of several fortifications defending New York City. The fort is circular, about 210 feet in diameter, with walls 40 feet high and 7 to 8 feet thick. It is a multilayered casemated structure with four levels, each containing 13 casemates. Castle Williams was one of the earliest forts of its type built in the United States after 1800. By the late 1830s, however, advances in naval ordnance had made Castle William practically obsolete. The facility was then converted into the main barracks housing the army garrison assigned to Governors Island.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Castle Williams was pressed into service as a major recruiting depot and as a facility to house and train newly inducted soldiers. Many of the volunteers who passed through the post were newly arrived Irish immigrants. Later on in the war as the population of prisoners of war grew ever larger, the army turned Castle Williams into a prison for Confederate enlisted men and Union Army deserters. The facility was ill-suited for such a purpose, however, and conditions among the prisoners were appalling. At one point as many as 700 prisoners had to endure filthy living conditions, poor and inadequate food, and little in the way of heat during the winter. The facility soon saw outbreaks of cholera, measles, and typhoid fever. As many as 50 prisoners—almost 10 percent of the total average population—died from communicable diseases alone.

After the Civil War, Castle Williams was used for several different military purposes, the most notable of which was as a military prison for many years during the 20th century. The prison was closed in 1965. In 2003, Castle Williams was deeded to the National Park Service, and the edifice is now listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
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Fort Schuyler

U.S. military post and fortification covering 52 acres of land situated on Throgs Neck, where the East River empties into Long Island South at the southeastern tip of the Bronx, a borough of New York City. Fort Schuyler was constructed to guard New York from a naval attack via the western end of Long Island Sound. Supporting it on the opposite bank of the East River was Fort Totten. During the Civil War, Fort Schuyler also served as a Union military hospital and prison.

Construction on Fort Schuyler began in 1833. Considered one of the best examples of French fortification architecture, Fort Schuyler was built of brick and granite and had the shape of a slightly irregular pentagon. Three full bastions faced the water, while two demibastions faced the land side. The facility was a three-tiered design with two levels of gun casemates and an additional level with guns en barbette. Each casemate accommodated two embrasures. A drawbridge on the landward side led into a tunnel with guns slits lining both sides so defenders could pour heavy fire into an attacking force that had managed to penetrate the fort. The facility was capable of housing a garrison of as many as 1,250 men.

By 1856 although the redoubt was only about 75 percent complete, all of its armament had been installed. This included a total of 312 seacoast and garrison guns, 134 heavy guns, and 6 field pieces. At that time it was named Fort Schuyler, after Revolutionary War hero General Philip Schuyler.

In addition to providing for New York’s coastal defenses, Fort Schuyler was also used as a hospital, a temporary prison, and a mustering center for volunteer troops during the Civil War. Some 500 Confederate prisoners of war were housed at Fort Schuyler, and by 1862 the army had established MacDougall Hospital, with some 2,000 beds intended for recuperating soldiers. Despite the large population at Fort Schuyler, the facility’s excellent waste-removal system ensured that not a single soldier died of hygiene-related disease. Numerous New York volunteer units were mustered in and trained at Fort Schuyler, including the vaunted Duryée’s Zouaves (5th New York Infantry Regiment) and two regiments of the second brigade of the 1st Division, II Corps, Army of the Potomac (Irish Brigade).

In 1911 the U.S. Army ceased garrisoning Fort Schuyler, and the facility was essentially abandoned. In the 1930s it became home to the New York State Merchant Marine Academy (later SUNY Maritime College), which still occupies the property. The fort itself was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1976.
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Watervliet Arsenal

U.S. Army arsenal founded in 1813. The Watervliet (pronounced water-vleet) Arsenal is located in Watervliet, New York, on the west bank of the Hudson River opposite Troy, New York, and some eight miles north of Albany. The location was selected because it was a short distance from the Mohawk River, which provides access to Lake Ontario. When construction commenced, the facility encompassed 12 acres; it was later expanded to some 142 acres. By 1817, the facility was fully operational. Initially the complex had 10–12 structures, including a brick arsenal, two gun houses where small arms were made and repaired, two stables, a guardhouse, enlisted men’s quarters, the commanding officer’s quarters, a small hospital, and an administrative office.

Prior to the Civil War, the bulk of the arsenal’s output was not small arms but rather ammunition and other military accoutrements, including bullet pouches, shoulder slings, grapeshot, solid shot, ammunition of varying sizes, and carriages for small artillery guns. By 1835, about 90 civilians worked at the arsenal, in addition to about 45 military personnel. The Watervliet Arsenal continued to expand, particularly during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

In 1859 Major Alfred Mordecai, commanding officer of the Watervliet Arsenal, erected a large building on the arsenal’s campus made entirely of cast iron, which was of course impervious to fire. Mordecai resigned his post in May 1861, not desiring to partake in a civil war; he was replaced by Major William A. Thornton, who quickly ramped up the arsenal’s output, which now included cartridge boxes, various small-arms cartridges, ammunition, and artillery carriages of varying types and sizes. Although the artillery pieces themselves were cast at foundries, they were shipped to Watervliet and attached to their carriages by arsenal workers.

At the peak of its Civil War production, the facility employed nearly 1,500 adults and 500 children (between the ages of 9 and 15). Boys were initially employed to roll the paper cylinders used for cartridges, but when improved cartridges were fashioned from linen, young girls were brought in to do that work, as they were more adept at handling fabric. Lieutenant Colonel Peter Hagner replaced Thornton as arsenal commander in December 1863; he remained at the facility until 1880.

Watervliet Arsenal continues to operate today on the same grounds, and it is now the oldest continually operating arsenal in the United States. In 1887, the War Department selected the facility to be the primary manufacturer of heavy guns and cannon; today, the Watervliet Arsenal continues that tradition.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Fenton, Reuben Eaton (1819–1885)

U.S. congressman, governor of New York, and U.S. senator. Reuben Eaton Fenton was born in Carroll, New York, on July 4, 1819. He and his brother took charge of their father’s general store in 1837. Fenton invested his profits in lumber and land speculation, which brought him great financial reward.

In 1846 Fenton was elected town supervisor of Carroll. In 1852, running as a free-soil Democrat, he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. Although Fenton initially concentrated on concerns directly relating to his New York constituents, he denounced the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854.

Following his defeat in the 1854 elections to a Know-Nothing Party candidate, Fenton joined the newly formed Republican Party. He was elected the first chairman of the New York State Republican Convention in 1855. Running as a Republican, he was reelected to the House of Representatives in 1856.

During the Civil War, Fenton consistently supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies. Concerned over fraud in the procurement of war supplies, Fenton argued that all government contracts should be open to public bidding. He played a prominent role in Lincoln’s reelection campaign in 1864, especially in New York State.

Fenton resigned from the House of Representatives in December 1864 after winning New York’s 1864 gubernatorial election, narrowly defeating Democrat Horatio Seymour, a leading Northern opponent of Lincoln. Although Fenton continued to support Lincoln, as governor Fenton protested an increase in the number of New Yorkers drafted for service in the Union Army.

Fenton, who now controlled the Republican Party in New York, initiated a series of educational and social reforms. He also attempted to facilitate the return of Civil War veterans to society. Fenton lost the bid for vice president to Schuyler Colfax at the 1868 Republican National Convention. In 1869 Fenton was elected to the U.S. Senate. A sharp critic of the Ulysses S. Grant administration, Fenton joined the Liberal Republican movement and supported Democrat Horace Greeley’s bid for the presidency in 1872.

Greeley’s defeat allowed Senator Roscoe Conkling of New York to assume control of the Republican Party in New York. Unlike most Liberal Republicans who returned to the Republican Party after the 1872 election, Fenton remained aloof from the Republican Party while simultaneously identifying himself as a Republican. In 1875, no longer enjoying the support of the Republican Party, he lost his seat in the Senate. He retired from politics and pursued a career in banking. Fenton died in Jamestown, New York, on August 25, 1885.
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Howe, Julia Ward (1819–1910)

Abolitionist, suffragist, and author of the lyrics to “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Julia Ward was born in New York City on May 27, 1819, and married Samuel Gridley Howe in 1843. The couple met through their work in the abolition movement. Members of the Free Soil Party, the Howes coedited the abolitionist periodical Commonwealth during the 1850s. The marriage was not a happy one, but the couple did share some common interests, one of which was the abolition movement. Julia Howe assisted her husband with many of his abolitionist writings and doubtless met the famous abolitionist John Brown, whom her husband was thought to have supported financially.

Originally published anonymously by the Atlantic Monthly in 1862, Howe’s poem “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” was quickly set to the music of a popular spiritual, “Canaan’s Happy Shore,” and soon became the unofficial anthem of the North. This same tune was also used for the popular song “John Brown’s Body.” Howe’s famous poem had its inspiration after a public review of Union troops in Washington, D.C., when a companion suggested that she write “better” words for the song “John Brown’s Body,” which some of the soldiers had been singing as they passed. Early the next morning the now-famous words formed quickly in Howe’s mind, and she hastily scrawled them down. Union soldiers marched to the song, prisoners sang it, and it was a purported favorite of President Abraham Lincoln.

Howe formed the New England Women’s Suffrage Association in 1868 and the following year was a cofounder (with Lucy Stone) of the American Woman Suffrage Association. From 1870 to 1890, Howe and Stone coedited the Woman’s Journal. By the time Howe died on October 17, 1910, in Newport, Rhode Island, she was a noted activist, reformer, and writer as well as the first woman elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
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Morgan, Edwin Denison (1811–1883)

Influential New York governor, Union officer, and U.S. senator. Edwin Denison Morgan was born on February 8, 1811, in Washington, Massachusetts. He moved to Windsor, Connecticut, when he was 11 years old. Morgan studied at the Bacon Academy (Colchester, Connecticut) for two years before relocating to Hartford, where he clerked in his uncle’s grocery store. In 1832 Morgan was elected to the Hartford City Council. Four years later he moved to New York City, where he briefly entered the wholesale grocery business. A canny businessman, Morgan went on to make an enormous fortune in the banking and brokerage businesses.

In 1849 Morgan was elected as a New York City alderman. From 1850 to 1855, now an antislavery Whig, he served in the New York Senate. From 1855 to 1858, he served as New York’s commissioner of immigration.

Morgan abandoned the moribund Whig Party in 1855 to join the Republican Party, which he helped organize in New York. In 1856 he was elected chairman of the Republican National Committee, a post he held until 1864. During that time, he worked diligently to transform the party into a national powerhouse.

From January 1, 1859, to January 1, 1863, Morgan also served as New York governor. An able administrator, he fully supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies and mobilized and equipped some 225,000 soldiers for federal military service. In September 1861 Lincoln appointed Morgan major general of volunteers and gave him charge of the Department of New York. Although Morgan did not lead any troops in the field, the largely honorific position enabled him to more effectively mobilize the rich resources of the Union’s most populous and industrially diverse state. Morgan worked hard to mitigate the effects of New York’s powerful Democratic Party, some of which was profoundly anti-Lincoln in its outlook. Morgan refused to run again in 1862 because he differed with Radical Republicans over abolition and emancipation. His other accomplishments as governor included the fortification of New York Harbor, improvements to the state’s canals, and the amelioration of New York State’s finances. On January 1, 1863, Morgan dutifully resigned his army commission with the end of his gubernatorial term.

Having been elected to the U.S. Senate in late 1862, Morgan was sworn into office in March 1863 and served until March 1868. There he worked diligently to continue the Lincoln administration’s war program. In 1865, newly inaugurated U.S. president Andrew Johnson, who admired Morgan’s loyalty and hard work, offered him the post of secretary of the treasury. Morgan, who did not support some of Johnson’s policies, declined. Morgan later voted to impeach Johnson.

Morgan ran an unsuccessful reelection campaign in 1868 and left the Senate in 1869. He returned to New York City and engaged in his various business pursuits before again serving as chairman of the Republican National Committee (1872–1876). In 1876 he ran unsuccessfully for another term as New York governor and thereafter effectively retired from active politics. In 1881 Morgan declined President Chester A. Arthur’s nomination for treasury secretary. In his twilight years, Morgan was deeply committed to philanthropic endeavors, endowing several universities and hospitals. He died on February 14, 1883, in New York City.
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Seward, William Henry, Sr. (1801–1872)

U.S. politician and secretary of state. Born on May 16, 1801, in Florida, New York, William Henry Seward graduated from Union College in 1820 and was admitted to the New York bar in 1822. After establishing his legal practice in Auburn, New York, Seward entered politics as a strong supporter of John Quincy Adams. Seward also formed a close and lasting friendship with fellow politician Thurlow Weed.

As a member of New York’s Anti-Mason Party, Seward was elected to the New York Senate in 1830, partly through Weed’s influence. Defeated for reelection in 1833, Seward was nominated for governor in 1834 by the newly formed Whig Party but failed to win election. Running again as a Whig in 1838, he served as governor from 1839 to 1842. In that office, Seward became strongly identified with the growing antislavery movement when he refused to surrender three African American sailors for extradition to Virginia as runaway slaves.

As a firmly committed antislavery advocate by 1848, Seward discovered that the public mood in New York had changed enough to enable his election to the U.S. Senate on an antislavery platform. He served as a senator until March 1861. Joining the new Republican Party in 1855, he became one of the most outspoken representatives of the antislavery North. Seward saw the slavery issue as “an irrepressible conflict” between the North and the South. He believed that the issue of extending slavery into the territories was not negotiable because slavery was prohibited by “a higher law than the Constitution.” He opposed the Compromise of 1850, the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision of 1857.
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William H. Seward was Abraham Lincoln’s secretary of state and the president’s closest advisor in the cabinet. He continued as secretary of state under Lincoln’s successor Andrew Johnson and strongly supported the latter’s moderate reconstruction policy. (National Archives)

Seward sought the Republican presidential nomination in 1860 but was deeply disappointed when the party chose Abraham Lincoln as its candidate instead. Nevertheless, Seward campaigned vigorously for Lincoln and after the election accepted appointment as secretary of state. He undoubtedly felt superior to Lincoln. Shortly after assuming office, Seward wrote a memo to Lincoln making it clear that the secretary of state expected the president to treat him as the real leader of the administration. Seward advised Lincoln to divert attention from American disunion by precipitating a war with Spain and France and suggested that Lincoln turn over the running of the administration to him. Lincoln responded coolly.

Although the relationship between the two men got off to a rocky start, it improved quickly, with Seward emerging as Lincoln’s closest adviser in the cabinet. Seward’s performance as secretary of state was exemplary. Well aware of the need for public support, he conducted all diplomatic correspondence with a keen appreciation for how it might influence public opinion. He skillfully averted European intervention in the Civil War and later secured France’s promise of withdrawal from Mexico.

On April 14, 1865, the night Lincoln was assassinated, Seward, who had been badly injured days earlier in a carriage accident and was confined to his bed, was also attacked by a knife-wielding coconspirator of John Wilkes Booth, Lewis Powell, who wounded Seward and four others. Seward would bear scars from the attack the rest of his life, but he eventually recovered and, instead of retiring, assumed a central role in the Andrew Johnson administration, continuing as secretary of state.

Favoring a moderate Reconstruction policy, Seward staunchly supported Johnson’s conciliatory policy toward the South. Seward even traveled around the North with Johnson in 1866 and spoke on the president’s behalf, at great cost to his own popularity.

In addition to playing a key role in the debate over Reconstruction, Seward also pursued efforts to expand U.S. territory after the war. During the 1850s, he had opposed the purchase of Cuba because he feared that this would only provide more land for slaveholders. After the war, however, Seward felt no such compunction about territorial expansion. In 1867 he negotiated the purchase of Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million, which many at the time dubbed “Seward’s folly.” Critics could not imagine what value there could be in a frozen, isolated wasteland. Seward, however, maintained that Alaska had untold natural resources of minerals, waters, furs, and fish. He also anticipated the U.S. acquisition of Hawaii, which was accomplished at the end of the century.

During the impeachment proceedings against Johnson in 1868, Seward remained fiercely loyal to the president. Retiring from public service in 1869, Seward traveled around the world in 14 months (July 1869–September 1870). He returned to his Auburn, New York, home in 1871, where paralysis gradually overcame him. Seward died there on October 10, 1872.
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Seymour, Horatio (1810–1886)

Democratic politician and New York governor. Born in Pompey Hill, New York, on May 31, 1810, Horatio Seymour was educated at Geneva Academy (now Hobart College) and at a military school in Connecticut. He also studied law at Utica, New York, and was admitted to the bar in 1832.

Seymour entered politics by serving as military secretary to New York governor William Marcy during 1833–1838. In 1841 Seymour was elected a state assemblyman and then became mayor of Utica the next year. In 1844 he reentered the assembly and, after pushing through important canal legislation, was elected Speaker in 1845. Following the split in the New York Democratic Party over the slavery issue in 1848, Seymour played an important role as arbitrator between the opposing groups.

Nominated six times for governor, Seymour won the office twice, first in 1852 and again 10 years later. His first term was from 1853 to 1854, while his second endured from 1863 to 1864. Although opposed to President Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 election and the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation, Seymour nevertheless supported restoration of the Union and urged loyalty to the president. As governor, Seymour worked diligently to maintain the state’s quota for Union military forces and moved swiftly to quell the New York City Draft Riots in the summer of 1863. However, he insisted that the extraconstitutional powers assumed by Lincoln’s administration were the most dangerous issues to arise from the Civil War.

Aware of the difficulty in running against the popular war hero Ulysses S. Grant, Seymour was not eager to be nominated for president by the Democrats in 1868. However, when Seymour was chosen on the 22nd ballot as a compromise candidate, he reluctantly accepted. He always believed that this was the greatest political blunder of his life, as he lost the contest by more than 300,000 votes.

After his defeat Seymour continued to play an important role in the Democratic Party, notably in his efforts to help Samuel J. Tilden reform Tammany Hall and end corrupt machine politics in New York City. Seymour died on February 12, 1886, in Ballston Spa, New York.

STEVEN G. O’BRIEN
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Stanton, Elizabeth Cady (1815–1902)

Abolitionist and a leading figure in the early women’s rights movement. Elizabeth Cady was born on November 12, 1815, in Johnstown, New York. Her father was a prominent attorney, and she was well educated at the Johnstown Academy until she was 16 years old, winning numerous academic awards and honors. She married Henry Brewer Stanton in 1840.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton is credited with initiating the women’s rights and suffrage movement at Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, where she presented her “Declaration of Sentiments.” Stanton’s activism extended well beyond suffrage; she was also concerned with various other legal protections and rights for women, including women’s parental and custody rights, property rights, employment and income rights, and divorce laws. Stanton was committed to the abolition of slavery and often worked closely with her abolitionist husband and her cousin Gerrit Smith, also an ardent abolitionist.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, Stanton and Susan B. Anthony ardently expressed their commitment to women’s suffrage and refused to support passage of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, adopted in 1868 and designed chiefly to grant basic rights to former slaves. They also would not support the Fifteenth Amendment, adopted in 1870 and designed to regulate voting rights for former slaves. Stanton and Anthony’s stance caused a schism in the women’s rights movement. Their opposition was based on the argument that while the amendments granted legal protections and suffrage to black males, the same rights were not extended to women, be they white or black.

Stanton remained a leading women’s rights activist throughout her life, traveling widely, penning many influential essays, and lecturing extensively on women’s rights. She died on October 26, 1902, in New York City.
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Vanderbilt, Cornelius (1794–1877)

Shipping and railroad magnate. Cornelius Vanderbilt was born on May 27, 1794, on Staten Island, New York. He obtained little formal schooling and instead helped his father with his small shipping concern. At age 16 Vanderbilt purchased a small sailing vessel and began transporting freight and passengers between Staten Island and New York City. He soon owned a fleet of schooners and personally commanded the largest one.

Vanderbilt profited handsomely during the War of 1812. But in 1818 when the competition from steamboats reduced his trade, he sold his ships and eventually moved to New Brunswick and bought a tavern that his wife operated. That same year Vanderbilt convinced an associate, Thomas Gibbons, to build a large steamboat, the Bellona. With that, the two men challenged a New York law that had established a monopoly for Robert Fulton when it banned steamboats from other states. In 1823 Vanderbilt designed a steamboat in which he obtained one-third ownership.

In 1829 Vanderbilt decided to sell the tavern and leave Gibbons. Vanderbilt moved to New York City, began a steamboat trade along the Hudson, and bested his competitors by cutting rates, often igniting prolonged rate wars. By the mid-1840s he had earned $1 million, and the public had taken to calling him “Commodore.”

Shortly after the California Gold Rush in 1849, Vanderbilt began transporting prospectors across Nicaragua from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean, enabling them to board ships headed for California. His efforts significantly shortened the travel time to California and reduced the cost of passage.

An ardent Unionist, Vanderbilt turned over one of his luxury steamboats, the side-wheeler Vanderbilt, to the U.S. Navy. However, in the autumn of 1862 when his company secured a government contract to transport a Union army from New York to New Orleans, his reputation was sullied. The operation was plagued by inadequate numbers of boats and antiquated ships that were barely seaworthy. As a result, the ships were badly overcrowded, leading to poor sanitation and disease among the soldiers. To make matters worse, Vanderbilt’s company had charged the federal government a small fortune. A U.S. Senate investigation resulted in an official censure, although Vanderbilt used his clout and connections to avoid having his name associated with it.

In 1862 Vanderbilt sold his steamboats and entered a new endeavor—railroads—realizing that more money could be made in railroading than in shipping. He soon had taken control of most of the railroads in New York and began branching out into other states. In 1869 work began in New York City on what Vanderbilt considered a monument to himself, Grand Central Station. Four tracks led from the building, whose brick and granite sprawled across five acres along 42nd Street. Vanderbilt financed the project, which cost some $3 million, although the city paid for approaches to it.

Vanderbilt made few philanthropic gifts, although he endowed Vanderbilt University in Tennessee with $1 million from his wealth (which exceeded 100 times that amount). He died on January 4, 1877, in New York City.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Barry, William Farquhar (1818–1879)

Union officer. William Farquhar Barry was born on August 18, 1818, in New York City. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838. Barry saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as an artillery officer, rising to first lieutenant in 1842 and to captain a decade later.

When the Civil War began, Barry was advanced to major in the 5th U.S. Artillery and ordered to Fort Pickens, Florida. He subsequently returned to the North and served as Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s artillery chief during the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). On August 20, 1861, Barry was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. Soon thereafter he became chief of artillery for the Army of the Potomac.

Barry saw much action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), but by the summer of 1862 he had requested a transfer. Sent to the Washington, D.C., area, he supervised the capital city’s elaborate defense system and the numerous artillery batteries that protected the area. He also served on several ordnance boards and was promoted to lieutenant colonel (regulars) on August 1, 1863. Barry remained in the Washington area until the spring of 1864.

Barry was then appointed Major General William T. Sherman’s chief of artillery for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Barry participated in the engagements of that four-month-long operation and was brevetted colonel of regulars and major general of volunteers on September 1, 1864. He next saw action during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Barry was brevetted brigadier and major general of regulars on March 13, 1865.

At war’s end, Barry was made a colonel of regulars and operated the U.S. Army’s artillery school at Fort Monroe (Virginia) for nearly a decade. He died on July 18, 1879, in Baltimore, Maryland, while still on active duty.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Bartlett, Joseph Jackson (1834–1893)

Union officer. Joseph Jackson Bartlett was born on November 21, 1834, in Binghamton, New York, and studied law in Utica. Admitted to the bar in 1858, he practiced in Binghamton before opening a practice in Elmira, New York. Bartlett enlisted in the 27th New York Infantry Regiment on May 21, 1861, and was commissioned a captain; in a few weeks, he was advanced to major. Bartlett’s regiment was then sent to northern Virginia and was engaged at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). There Bartlett proved his mettle as a levelheaded commander when his colonel, Henry W. Slocum, was wounded. Bartlett took command and held his regiment together, despite the fact that many other Union units were disintegrating and simply fleeing. On three separate occasions, he formed firing lines that kept the Confederates at bay while he calmly maneuvered his men off the battlefield. Bartlett’s actions were one of the few bright spots amid the Union debacle that day. Bartlett was advanced to colonel on September 21, 1861, on the insistence of Major General Irvin McDowell.

Bartlett was thereafter heavily engaged in virtually all of the Army of the Potomac’s battles. He was particularly conspicuous at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) as well as during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). On October 4, 1862, Bartlett was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers, and he performed ably at the Battle of Salem Church (May 3–4, 1862) and the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863). He held a temporary divisional command during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863) and commanded a brigade during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). At Appomattox in April 1865, Bartlett was accorded the honor of receiving the official arms surrender of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he mustered out in early 1866.

After the war, Bartlett resumed his legal practice in New York and served as U.S. ambassador to Sweden and Norway (1867–1869). From 1885 until 1889, he was deputy pension commissioner in the Grover Cleveland administration. Bartlett died on January 14, 1893, in Baltimore, Maryland.
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Schofield, John McAllister (1831–1906)

Union officer. John McAllister Schofield was born in Gerry, New York, on September 29, 1831. Raised in Illinois, Schofield graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he served for two years in the 1st U.S. Artillery and then returned to West Point as an instructor of physics. Schofield was promoted to first lieutenant in 1855 but, disillusioned by the lack of promotion, secured a leave of absence in 1860 and took a position teaching physics at Washington University in St. Louis.

On the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, Schofield was commissioned a major in the 1st Missouri Volunteers. He favorably impressed Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon, the local Union commander, who appointed Schofield to his staff. In this capacity, Schofield accompanied Lyon in a series of small Union victories over Southern forces but advised against engaging numerically superior Confederate forces at Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861. Lyon attacked anyway and was killed. Schofield particularly distinguished himself in the battle and in 1892 was formally awarded the Medal of Honor for his role.
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John M. Schofield was a Union Army general. Though hardly one of the most charismatic leaders, Schofield might have been one of the Union’s most intelligent. (Library of Congress)

On November 21, 1861, Schofield was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. In October 1862 he took command of the Army of the Frontier and the District of Southwest Missouri. Enjoying some success driving Southern guerrillas from Missouri and Kansas, Schofield also sought a more important command. He was promoted to major general of volunteers in November 1862, but the appointment lapsed in March 1863. On May 12, 1863, he was reappointed major general of volunteers and given command of the Department of the Missouri.

In January 1864 Schofield assumed command of the Department and Army of the Ohio (XXIII Corps). He then participated in Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). When Confederate forces under General John B. Hood invaded Tennessee, Schofield eluded Hood at Spring Hill and entrenched at Franklin. In the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Schofield’s men devastated the attacking Confederates. For this victory, Schofield was advanced to brigadier general in the regular army to date from the battle. He also directed his corps in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16). Moving his forces by sea to Fort Fisher, North Carolina, Schofield occupied Wilmington on February 22, 1865, and then fought in the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10, 1865). Brevetted major general in the regular army, he commanded the Department of North Carolina until June.

Following the war, President Andrew Johnson appointed Schofield a confidential agent of the U.S. State Department and sent him to France, charged with negotiating with Emperor Napoleon III the withdrawal of French forces from Mexico. Schofield commanded the Department of the Potomac from August 1866 to June 1868. President Johnson then appointed him secretary of war. In March 1869, Schofield received promotion to major general of regulars and took charge of the Department of the Missouri.

Schofield then commanded the Division of the Pacific, and in 1873 under secret orders of Secretary of War William Belknap, Schofield traveled to Hawaii to evaluate the strategic usefulness of those islands to the United States. Upon his recommendation, the government purchased Pearl Harbor as a naval facility. In September 1876, Schofield returned to West Point as commandant, remaining there until January 1881, when he succeeded to command of the Division of the Gulf. In 1878 he also headed a board that reconsidered the court-martial of Major General Fitz John Porter and absolved him of misconduct at the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862).

After successive tours with the Division of the Pacific and the Division of the Missouri, in August 1888 Schofield succeeded Lieutenant General Philip H. Sheridan as commanding general of the army. During his seven-year tenure, Schofield pressed for improvements in the life of common soldiers through better rations, higher pay, and improved standards of living. He also sought to foster professionalism among the officer corps by a system of examinations for promotion, the creation of post libraries, and strong support for service schools.

Schofield proved to be an able administrator. He clarified the military chain of command by ending a long feud with the secretary of war, subordinating the post of commanding general to the secretary’s office, and agreeing to function as his senior military adviser. Schofield’s final act was to advocate the adoption of a general staff on the German model to better formulate grand strategic planning. This proposal was not adopted. Schofield was promoted to lieutenant general in February 1895 and retired upon his 64th birthday that September.

Schofield strongly supported U.S. intervention in Cuba in order to end the suffering of the Cuban people. During the 1898 Spanish-American War, President William McKinley, who distrusted both commanding general Major General Nelson A. Miles and Secretary of War Russell Alger, often sought the counsel of the retired Schofield regarding military issues. Schofield also played a major role in McKinley’s decision to call for an increase in the size of the regular army. In 1902 Schofield appeared before a congressional committee to support the creation of a general staff concept, contrary to the opinions of Miles. Schofield died in St. Augustine, Florida, on March 4, 1906.
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Slocum, Henry Warner (1827–1894)

Union officer. Henry Warner Slocum was born on September 24, 1827, in Delphi, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery, he fought in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858) and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1855. In 1856 Slocum resigned his commission, returned to New York, and worked as a lawyer, a state legislator, and an officer in the state militia.

On May 21, 1861, Slocum was appointed colonel of the 27th New York Infantry. He led his regiment into the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), where he was badly wounded. Upon recovering, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and given a brigade command on August 9, 1861. Slocum led his brigade in the Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and held a divisional command during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). On July 4, 1862, he was advanced to major general of volunteers. Slocum’s men saw action during the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). On October 20, 1862, Slocum was chosen to command XII Corps. His men saw only limited action in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) but were heavily engaged during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).
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Union Major General Henry Slocum saw extensive battlefield service during the Civil War. Concerned by their property losses, he issued orders in March 1865 that called for the correct treatment of civilian North Carolinians. (Library of Congress)

In the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), XII Corps held the Union right flank at Culp’s Hill. On July 2, one of Slocum’s brigades held its position against a series of withering Confederate attacks and saved the Union line. In the autumn of 1863, XII Corps was transferred with XI Corps to the western theater under the overall command of Major General Joseph Hooker. After trying to resign rather than fight under Hooker, Slocum served only in rear areas during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). From April to August 1864, Slocum commanded the District of Vicksburg.

During the final stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Slocum commanded XX Corps (created in April 1864 by combining the old XI and XII Corps) in the Army of the Cumberland. During Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), Slocum commanded the Army of Georgia (XIV and XX Corps).

Slocum was concerned over the losses inflicted by the army on civilians and issued orders in March 1865 that called for the correct treatment of civilian North Carolinians. He fought at the Battle of Averasboro (March 16, 1865) but, while advancing toward Bentonville, was somewhat isolated from the rest of Sherman’s army. Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston attacked, hoping to destroy Slocum’s army before he could be reinforced. Although Slocum was caught by surprise, in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) his men rallied and held out until Sherman arrived with reinforcements.

Slocum resigned from the military on September 28, 1865. He later became active in politics, serving in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat (1869–1873, 1883–1885). Slocum died in Brooklyn, New York, on April 14, 1894.
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Stoneman, George, Jr. (1822–1894)

Union officer. George Stoneman Jr. was born on August 22, 1822, in Busti, New York, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Initially assigned to the 1st Dragoons, he served in a variety of posts in the Southwest and in California, saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), and took part in numerous actions against Native Americans. Stoneman was promoted to first lieutenant in 1854 and the next year became a captain in the new 2nd Cavalry Regiment. He was stationed in Texas when the Civil War began and was promoted to major in May 1861.

Stoneman was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers on August 13, 1861. He led a cavalry brigade in the Army of the Potomac before being given command of an infantry division during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Promoted to major general, to rank from November 29, 1862, Stoneman led III Corps at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He assumed command of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, in February 1863.

In the run-up to the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Stoneman led the Cavalry Corps on a large raid (April 28–May 8, 1863). Major General Joseph Hooker ordered Stoneman on a wide sweep south to disrupt the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia’s lines of supply and communication between Fredericksburg and Richmond, but the raid was put off by heavy rain, and when it did occur Stoneman proceeded cautiously and failed to halt the supplies to Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Hooker’s decision to send Stoneman on the raid was a major mistake, as it deprived his army of critical intelligence and uncovered his right flank. Hooker blamed Stoneman in part for his defeat in the Battle of Chancellorsville and relieved him of command on May 22.

Stoneman was ordered to Washington, D.C., and from July held a desk job as chief of the Cavalry Bureau. He again received a field command in the early spring of 1864 when he took command of a cavalry division in Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). During Stoneman’s disastrous raid with Brigadier General Edward McCook (July 26–31), Stoneman disobeyed his orders to sever Atlanta’s rail communications in a forlorn effort to liberate Union prisoners at Macon and Andersonville and was captured on July 31 with some 700 of his men, giving him the distinction of being the highest-ranking Union officer taken by the Confederates in the war. On Sherman’s request, Stoneman was exchanged three months later.

In December 1864 Stoneman led another raid, this time to strike the salt and lead works in southwestern Virginia. This was by far his most successful foray; his force sustained few casualties and captured 4 towns, 19 cannon, 3,000 small arms, 25,000 rounds of artillery ammunition, and some 900 prisoners. Finally, during March 20–April 26, 1865, as Union forces were marching through North Carolina, Stoneman raided in western Virginia and western North Carolina, ripping up rail lines and destroying rail depots and Confederate ammunition stocks. By then, however, the raids had little military significance, as the war was all but won. Brevetted through major general in the regular army, Stoneman mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866.

Stoneman remained in the regular army after the war as colonel of the 21st Infantry, but he resigned in 1871 after his actions as commander of the Department of Arizona were called into question. He moved to California’s San Gabriel Valley and became involved in state politics. Stoneman was governor of California from 1883 to 1887. He died in Buffalo, New York, on September 5, 1894.
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Warren, Gouverneur Kemble (1830–1882)

Union officer. Gouverneur Kemble Warren was born on January 8, 1830, in Cold Spring, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850 and was assigned to the Army Corps of Topographical Engineers. During the 1850s, Warren surveyed the Mississippi Delta region to facilitate flood prevention and surveyed in the West in preparation for a transcontinental railroad route and the building of military posts. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1856, he was a mathematics professor at West Point from 1859 to 1861.

In May 1861 Warren entered the volunteer army as lieutenant colonel of the 5th New York Infantry Regiment, becoming colonel in September. During the summer of 1861, he organized the construction of a defense system for Washington, D.C. Warren commanded a brigade in V Corps, Army of the Potomac, during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was wounded at Gaines’s Mill during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). He fought in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), after which he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on September 26, 1862.

Warren was then appointed chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac on February 3, 1863. On the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), he realized that the entire Union defensive line was in jeopardy and organized the defense of Little Round Top that repulsed a Confederate attack and protected the Union Army’s left flank, probably averting a Union disaster.

In August 1863 Warren was promoted to major general of volunteers, with date of rank from May 3. After temporarily commanding II Corps, with the army’s reorganization in March 1864 he was named commander of V Corps, which he led during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and at Petersburg. Both Lieutenant General Ulyssses S. Grant and later Major General Philip H. Sheridan accused Warren of excessive caution. Indeed, as a corps commander Warren often lacked aggressiveness. His corps was placed under Sheridan’s command during the final attacks at Petersburg in March 1865, and Warren failed to live up to expectations. Sheridan, acting with Grant’s blessing, relieved Warren of his command during the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865). Warren was nonetheless brevetted through major general in the regular army and briefly commanded a district in Mississippi before mustering out of the volunteers in May 1865.

Following the war, Warren rejoined the army’s Corps of Engineers at his permanent rank of major and designed numerous bridges and harbors. In 1869 he built the Rock Island Bridge over the Mississippi River. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1879, that same year Warren finally was granted a court of inquiry to examine charges leveled by Sheridan at Five Forks and was largely exonerated. Warren, a diabetic, died of liver failure on August 8, 1882, in Newport, Rhode Island, before the finding was published.
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NOTABLE CONFLICTS

New York City Draft Riots (July 13–17, 1863)

Violent response to the implementation of federal draft policies fueled by racial anger. The roots of the New York City Draft Riots lay in the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1863 and the Enrollment Act of March 1863 (also known as the Conscription Act of 1863). The proclamation had augmented the North’s war aims to include the abandonment of slavery. The Enrollment Act, meanwhile, mandated the drafting of white males between the ages of 20 and 45 who were unable to pay the $300 commutation fee or hire a substitute to fight for them. The act exempted African Americans. New York’s large Irish population was especially resentful. At the time, New York City was a predominantly Democratic city.

To antiwar newspaper editors and other New York critics of these federal policies, the new war goal combined with the new stricter enforcement of conscription meant that mostly working-class whites, many of them immigrants, would now be drafted to help liberate blacks, who would compete with them for employment. There was already increasing friction between black and white longshoremen, draftsmen, and other workers in New York. Newspaper editorials further inflamed these tensions.

On Saturday, July 11, New York City conducted its first draft lottery under the new law; the names of the first draftees were published the following day. On Monday, July 13, following the publication of the names of the new draftees, the rioting began. At first, the mostly working-class rioters attacked government buildings and Republican Party headquarters. But by that afternoon, at least some rioters began assaulting African Americans and their homes and businesses. Outstanding among the destroyed buildings was the Colored Orphan Asylum on Fifth Avenue between 43rd and 44th Streets. The mob destroyed the building but did not attack the children, numbering at least 200, who were being led out of the building through the rioters to safety at a local police station.
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Rioters sack houses in New York during the Draft Riots of July 13–17, 1863. The riots erupted as a result of the introduction of conscription in the North and saw poor whites attacking government buildings and African Americans. Estimates of the number of dead vary widely from 120 to 2,000. Illustration from The New York Illustrated News, July 25, 1863. (Library of Congress)

The violence continued to mount, and by July 14 the mobs had overwhelmed local police and the few Union soldiers who had been stationed in the city. Business and government came to a virtual halt as the mobs assaulted African Americans, suspected Republicans, and buildings symbolic of the war effort and other institutions that the working class so hated. Rioters tracked down and nearly killed the city’s chief of police, just one example of the lawlessness in the streets that day.

Infantry, artillery, and cavalry regiments fresh from the fighting at Gettysburg soon began arriving and by July 17 had restored calm. Although there are no firm numbers, estimates of the dead range from 120 to as many as 2,000. The number of wounded was estimated to be 2,000–8,000. Property damages were set at some $2 million, with more than 50 buildings destroyed by fire or looting. By August, both Democrats and Republicans publicly supported the draft policy, and New York City appropriated some $300,000 to pay commutation fees, meaning that few New Yorkers were drafted into service. The next draft call came and went with little resistance and no violence.

MARTIN K. GORDON
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New York City, Attempt to Burn (November 25, 1864)

Failed Confederate effort to set New York City afire in retaliation for alleged Union atrocities committed during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). In the autumn of 1864 several Confederate agents, led by Colonel Robert M. Martin, asked the Confederate Secret Service for permission to burn New York City. The request was granted, and they set about procuring Greek fire, an incendiary compound used to enhance ammunition and accelerate the burning process. After securing some 400 bottles of the material from a chemist, eight Confederate agents (known informally as the Confederate Army of Manhattan) traveled from Canada to New York City and checked into local hotels on November 25. Their plan was to set fires in a number of downtown hotels in hopes of creating a general conflagration.

The effort was largely a failure, however, because the men were unfamiliar with the use of Greek fire and failed to open windows, thereby creating little draft. Most blazes were extinguished promptly and were limited to just a few individual rooms. The only major damage was at P. T. Barnum’s Museum, where large stores of hay burned rapidly. There were no reports of injuries during the attempted burning of New York City.

When residents learned of the Confederate plot, they demanded immediate retribution. Commander of the Department of the East Major General John A. Dix promptly issued a warrant for the plotters’ arrest. By the time New Yorkers had been made aware of the scheme, however, the Confederate agents had slipped out of the city and sought refuge in Toronto. All of the raiders managed to elude capture except for Robert Cobb Kennedy, who was apprehended while traveling from Toronto to Richmond, Virginia, in January 1865. Colonel Martin later faulted the Greek fire for the plot’s failure.
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North Carolina

INTRODUCTION

North Carolina, located in the upper South, encompasses 52,669 square miles and is bordered by Virginia to the north, Tennessee to the west, the Atlantic Ocean to the east, and South Carolina and Georgia to the south. North Carolina was the last state to officially secede from the Union and join the Confederacy, and the state’s critical contributions to the Confederate war effort belie its apparent hesitation to participate. A predominantly rural state in 1860 consisting principally of white yeoman farmers, North Carolina boasted only six towns with populations of more than 2,000 on the eve of the Civil War; the largest, the port city of Wilmington, had nearly 10,000 residents. One-third of the state’s population of 992,622 in 1860 was African American, of whom 30,463 were free. Only 744 North Carolinians owned more than 50 slaves. Most of the state’s slave population was concentrated in the eastern Piedmont and the Atlantic Coastal Plain, as were most of its railroads, cotton mills, textile plants, and crops of corn, cotton, rice, and bright-leaf tobacco.

Despite mounting tensions over antislavery agitation in the North, North Carolina’s dominant Democratic Party chose a path of moderation during the political and sectional crisis of the 1850s. A resurgent state Whig Party, with its Unionist platform, influenced many North Carolinians to support John Bell and the Constitutional Union Party in the presidential election of 1860 and persuaded John Ellis, the Democratic governor of the state and a supporter of Democratic nominee John C. Breckinridge, to oppose a course leading to immediate secession following the Republican victory in November. As Southern states began withdrawing from the Union, however, the governor asked the state’s General Assembly to call for a vote on a secession convention and to raise and equip a volunteer state force of 10,000 men. The convention’s secession referendum failed on February 28, 1861, however, as secessionists garnered less than 40 percent of the vote, but the General Assembly did appropriate $300,000 to buy weapons, ironically from manufacturers in the Northeast, to arm the state’s militia.

President Abraham Lincoln’s call for 75,000 volunteers to suppress the rebellion the day after Fort Sumter surrendered in April 1861 effectively nullified efforts at moderation in the state government. Instead of supplying the two regiments of North Carolinians requested by the U.S. secretary of war, the state’s General Assembly voted to secede from the Union on May 20, 1861. State troops quickly seized federal property in North Carolina as a groundswell of volunteers offered their services to the Confederate military. The state’s textile mills made uniforms for the troops, while arsenals at Fayetteville, Asheville, and Salisbury manufactured firearms. Smaller manufacturers in Greensboro and Kenansville made swords and breech-loading carbines. Because a reliable flow of imports grew paramount for victory, the port of Wilmington became a haven for blockade-runners, while the Cape Fear River and the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad evolved into the so-called lifeline of the Confederacy.

Zebulon Vance, governor of North Carolina during 1862–1865, fully mobilized his state’s resources to support the war. North Carolina soldiers were among the best-supported and best-equipped in the Confederacy. But Vance clashed frequently with Confederate authorities in Richmond, and his strong states’ rights position left him at odds with President Jefferson Davis. Although Vance did share his resources with other Confederate states, North Carolinian interests came first, often to the detriment of the Confederate war effort.

North Carolina also contributed a number of well-regarded generals to the Confederate cause, including Robert Hoke, W. Dorsey Pender, J. Johnston Pettigrew, and S. Dodson Ramseur. John Gibbon, raised in North Carolina, remained loyal to the Union and rose to corps command during the war. The interior of North Carolina remained relatively untouched by military campaigns until 1865. Most Union operations focused on capturing the state’s coastal fortifications and controlling its eastern waterways and sounds. Attempts to cut the flow of goods out of Wilmington met with limited success until near the end of the war with the fall of Fort Fisher on January 15, 1865, and the subsequent closing of the port of Wilmington. The following March, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston attempted unsuccessfully to destroy one wing of Major General William T. Sherman’s advancing army south of Smithfield during the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). The resulting Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21) proved to be the largest military engagement fought in the state during the war. One month later, the same two generals met at James Bennett’s farm near Durham Station and finalized the largest Confederate surrender of the war.

Throughout the war, North Carolinians remained divided over allegiances. The disaffected in the Piedmont gave rise to a viable peace movement in 1863, while the western foothills and mountains provided refuge for the state’s reluctant conscripts and for deserters from both sides. Ultimately 125,000 North Carolinians were mustered into Confederate service—the most of any Southern state. At least 10,000 white and 5,000 black North Carolinians went so far as to express their loyalty to the Union by enlisting in Union regiments during the war. All told, these divisions combined with the state’s 35,000 military deaths, a disproportionately high number for its population, did not bode well for a speedy Reconstruction.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Fayetteville, North Carolina

Major North Carolina city at the time of the Civil War with an 1860 population of 4,790. Fayetteville is located in south-central North Carolina, in the Sandhills region on the western edge of the Atlantic Coastal Plain. and situated astride the important Cape Fear River, a 200-mile waterway that empties into the Atlantic Ocean at Cape Fear. During the 18th century, colonial authorities encouraged settlement on the upper reaches of the Cape Fear River, which is the state’s only navigable river entirely within the state’s border. Two settlements were established—Campbellton and Cross Creek—both of which were well suited as trading centers linking the coast with the western frontier. After the American Revolutionary War, the two settlements were merged into one town, which was named in honor of the Marquis de Lafayette, a French general who had aided the patriots during the American Revolution.

Fayetteville prospered after the Revolution and in 1789 narrowly lost out to Raleigh as the permanent state capital. In 1831, a huge conflagration destroyed many of Fayetteville’s homes and businesses, but miraculously no one died. Thereafter Fayetteville’s population grew steadily, if not spectacularly. It continued to be an important commercial and trading center for central and eastern North Carolina and was home to some light industry, mainly lumber and textile mills. Its most important significance during the war, however, was the presence of the Fayetteville Arsenal, which was the largest federal arsenal built in the South during the prewar period; by June 1861, the facility had come under the full control of the Confederate government.

On March 11, 1865, Union troops under the overall command of Major General William T. Sherman moved against Fayetteville. After several brief but intense skirmishes, Union troops essentially secured the town as well as the arsenal by late in the afternoon. For the next four days the Federals looted, sacked, or destroyed hundreds of homes, businesses, factories, and even newspaper offices. Although there were few injuries and no reported civilian deaths, when most of the troops left on March 15, much of the town lay in ruins. After the war Fayetteville was slowly rebuilt, but its population largely stagnated between 1865 and 1880, and it would not see a full recovery until the early 1900s. Meanwhile, local residents remained justifiably resentful of the wanton destruction by Sherman’s men.
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Raleigh, North Carolina

North Carolina’s capital city and the seat of Wake County. Raleigh, which had an 1860 population of 4,780, is located in North Carolina’s eastern Piedmont, just west of the edge of the Atlantic Coastal Plain in the central portion of the state. Raleigh is 145 miles south of Richmond, Virginia, and 143 miles east-northeast of Charlotte, North Carolina. In 1789 Raleigh, named after Sir Walter Raleigh, sponsor of the ill-fated Roanoke Colony, was little more than a hitching post. Nevertheless, it was selected to become North Carolina’s permanent state capital owing to its central location; the legislature began meeting there regularly in 1794. Raleigh is among just a few cities that were designed specifically to be a state capital.

Raleigh grew slowly during its first few decades of existence, but in 1840 the city’s first rail line was established, which provided a needed boost to the local economy. The city’s economy was based primarily on state government, regional banking and trade, and agriculture. It did not have a significant industrial base, and by 1860 it was overshadowed by larger and more important cities such as Wilmington and Fayetteville. The local population, much of which was not involved in large-scale plantation agriculture or slaveholding, was initially ambivalent toward secession. However, after fighting broke out at Fort Sumter in April 1861 and President Abraham Lincoln began calling for troops to quash the rebellion, a majority of Raleigh’s citizens rallied to the Confederate war effort. That summer, Governor Zebulon Baird Vance instructed state militia forces to erect breastworks and other fortifications to protect the capital city.

On April 13, 1865, Raleigh mayor William H. Harrison surrendered his city to Union major general Judson Kilpatrick, whose men had already secured and occupied Raleigh. Judson promised that his men would neither destroy property nor harass civilians so long as they were not fired upon. Meanwhile, Union major general William T. Sherman established his headquarters at the Governor’s Palace. The occupation was remarkably free of violence, but when news of President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination reached the troops on April 15, many hoped to destroy Raleigh as retribution. Sherman, however, ordered extra sentries, and violence was averted. Raleigh thus was one of the only Confederate capitals not to be wholly or partly destroyed. This stood in sharp contrast to Fayetteville, which was looted and sacked by Union forces the preceding month.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Bradley, Mark L. Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina. Louisville: University of Kentucky Press, 2009.

Ready, Milton. The Tar Heel State: A History of North Carolina. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2005.

Wilmington, North Carolina

Major commercial and port city located in southeastern North Carolina. Wilmington, which had an 1860 population of 9,552, is situated on the 200-mile-long Cape Fear River 26 miles upriver from the Atlantic Ocean. In 1860 Wilmington was nearly twice as large as North Carolina’s second most populous city of New Bern.

The area that would become Wilmington had garnered interest from both the Spanish and French during the 1500s and 1600s, but not until the 1720s would a permanent settlement develop along the river. Established by English colonists, Wilmington was incorporated in 1739. Thereafter it attracted numerous inhabitants, many of whom came from nearby South Carolina.

By the mid-1700s, the city had developed a busy port and was well known for its shipbuilding and manufacture of naval stores. The latter was facilitated by vast tracts of timber suitable for shipbuilding, specifically live oak and pine. Expansive pine forests also provided pitch and tar, which were essential to boat building. Southeastern North Carolina also became important because of large-scale agriculture—specifically slave-driven plantations. The area produced such staple crops as cotton and tobacco.

Wilmington’s population and industrial importance continued to grow during the 19th century as numerous industries set up shop there. By the mid-1840s, the city was also well served by several rail lines running both north-south and east-west. With the coming of the Civil War the port of Wilmington became even more important, as tobacco and cotton were exchanged for munitions, foodstuffs, and other supplies from overseas. That matériel was then loaded on rail cars and sent to all parts of the Confederacy. As the Union naval blockade of Confederate ports took hold, Wilmington remained the last major port for blockade-running. This continued into early 1865. After the fall of Norfolk, Virginia, in the spring of 1862, Wilmington became the Confederacy’s principal Atlantic port aside from Charleston, South Carolina. Wilmington remained stoutly defended during the war, chiefly because of the imposing Fort Fisher at the mouth of the Cape Fear River.

On January 15, 1865, Union forces took Fort Fisher, and the way was now open to seize Wilmington. After 10 days of fighting and skirmishing (February 12–22), Confederate forces—greatly outnumbered by Union troops—began to evacuate the city. The loss of Wilmington and its port and rail facilities dealt a crippling blow to the already demoralized Confederates. General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, which had relied heavily on Wilmington as a supply and transportation base, was soon starved of supplies. Union forces, meanwhile, utilized Wilmington’s port and rail facilities to supply the ongoing operations of Union major generals Schofield and William Tecumseh Sherman in North Carolina.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Charlotte Navy Yard

Confederate naval facility located in what is now downtown Charlotte, North Carolina. In March 1862, the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard in Norfolk, Virginia, was at risk of being captured by Union forces. After the Battle of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862), Confederate officials decided to move the naval yard’s operations and machinery to Charlotte. The city was located some 200 miles from the Atlantic Ocean, far removed from the Union Navy and occupying Union Army forces in eastern North Carolina, and had rail connections linking it with several coastal cities in both North Carolina and South Carolina. By May 1862, the Charlotte Navy Yard was operational. It included a gun carriage shop, a torpedo (mine) shop, and a forge with the largest steam hammer in the South.

Captain Henry Ashton Ramsay was chief engineer and oversaw the operation that employed about 1,500 men. Products of the yard included marine engines, torpedoes, gun carriages, heavy forgings, solid shot, rifle shell, and other projectiles. Until November 1864, the Charlotte Navy Yard operated with relative ease. However, labor shortages toward the end of the war hampered productivity. Near war’s end, the Confederate government provided Captain Ramsay with 300 muskets and ordered him to form three companies of men from among the yard’s employees. The tools and machinery were moved from Charlotte to Lincolnton, North Carolina, but the war ended before these could be reassembled and activated.

ANDREW DUPPSTADT

Further Reading

Still, William N., Jr. Confederate Shipbuilding. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1969.

Trotter, William R. Silk Flags and Cold Steel: The Civil War in North Carolina, Vol. 1, The Piedmont. Winston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair, 1988.

Fayetteville Arsenal

The largest federal arsenal in the South during the pre–Civil War period. Located in Fayetteville, North Carolina, the Fayetteville Arsenal was a sprawling 104-acre complex designed by William Bell in 1838. By the time of its completion in 1858, the arsenal’s imposing sandstone-trimmed brick structure made it the principal small-arms depot and maintenance facility in the South. With civil war looming, North Carolina governor John Ellis ordered the seizure of the arsenal and all federal fortifications in the state in April 1861. The commander of the arsenal was a Southern sympathizer who made no attempt to destroy the facility. Indeed, at least 37,000 small arms, a field artillery battery, large quantities of ammunition, and other military stores were taken from the site and distributed to volunteer units in North Carolina and Virginia.

In early June 1861, North Carolina transferred control of the facility to the Confederate government. As the war progressed, the arsenal’s labor force increased to some 200 workers (whites, free blacks, and enslaved blacks). There they produced the brass-banded Fayetteville rifle. They also refurbished and repaired captured Union weapons. The arsenal also produced a limited quantity of artillery projectiles and fuses. The arsenal’s rifle production had been regarded by the Confederacy as only a temporary operation, as a central armory for rifle production was planned for Macon, Georgia, but the war ended before the latter facility could be completed. Major General William T. Sherman made destruction of the Fayetteville Arsenal a priority during his March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Sherman reached Fayetteville on March 11, 1865, but early that morning Confederate authorities had shipped out of Fayetteville by rail some of the arsenal’s machinery and stores. The machinery was hidden in the Egypt Coal Mines in Chatham County, while the stores continued on by wagon to Greensboro. In 1881, the federal government sold the arsenal site to private interests.
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Fort Fisher

Large earthwork fortification located at the mouth of the Cape Fear River on a narrow sand spit, then known as Federal Point but currently known as Pleasure Island. Fort Fisher was built entirely by the Confederates in stages between 1861 and 1864 and was designed chiefly to protect the river approaches to Wilmington, which lies less than 30 miles upstream. When the massive fortification was completed in October 1864, it was the single largest Confederate fort in existence. By December 1864 when Union forces began their assault on Fort Fisher, the garrison numbered some 1,900 men; at other times, especially as construction progressed, there were as many as 2,500–3,000 men on the site.

Construction commenced in the spring of 1861, when the first artillery batteries became operational. These were located about one mile from New Inlet. More batteries were added during the summer of 1861, and in September the series of still unconnected batteries were dubbed Fort Fisher. For many months while the massive earthwork walls were being constructed, Fort Fisher was not one contiguous fortification; rather, it was a series of only partly connected gun emplacements. In July 1862, Colonel William Lamb took command there and greatly accelerated construction. The urgency had been spurred in large measure by the fall of Norfolk, Virginia, that spring. The massive earthworks envisioned by Lamb would be far better able than stone and mortar fortifications to withstand a heavy naval bombardment. More than 1,000 workers, including some 500 slaves, worked to erect the walls, bastions, and artillery batteries.

The sea-facing side of Fort Fisher was more than three-quarters of a mile in length, with 22 heavy guns situated at an average height of 12 feet above sea level. Two massive batteries anchored each end of the earthworks, which included Battery Lamb, a massive 43-foot-tall heavy gun emplacement within which was a large bombproof shelter. This battery was so large that it required the construction of an inclined railway and a steam engine to hoist sand and soil to the top. The southward exposure featured earthworks almost one-quarter of a mile in length, with 25 heavy guns elevated an average of 32 feet above sea level. Beneath the walls were interconnected tunnels and bombproof shelters. An arsenal was also situated here. The northern-facing side was protected by a tall log palisade, in front of which was a series of land mines. The last structure to be built was Battery Buchanan, a huge 4-gun emplacement that defended the southern approaches to the inlet and was completed in October 1864.

Fort Fisher contained numerous buildings, including a barracks, officers’ quarters, a powder magazine, a telegraph office, administrative offices, and a shell-resistant hospital. The fort’s armament included 8- and 10-inch Columbiads, several rifled 32-pounder guns, Brooke rifles, 8-inch Blakelys, a 150-pounder Armstrong, and a number of Parrott rifled guns. Fort Fisher also mounted a number of smaller mortars and cannon.

Fort Fisher was an impressive redoubt indeed, but after enduring two separate Union assaults during a period of three weeks, the fort fell to Union troops on January 15, 1865. In the fighting Fort Fisher lost over half of its garrison, with about 1,000 men killed or wounded.
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Fort Johnston

Military post located in Smithville (now Southport), North Carolina, along the Cape Fear River approximately four miles upstream from the Atlantic Ocean. Forts Caswell and Fisher lay nearby. Fort Johnston served as a major recruitment and training post for Confederate soldiers, and it was a major supply and logistics base between 1861 and 1865. Indeed, Fort Johnston furnished the area forts and garrisons with military supplies of all kinds as well as sustenance. Most notably, Fort Johnston served as the center for Confederate blockade-running out of Wilmington, North Carolina, coordinating such efforts among ship captains and commanders of the other Confederate forts in the area.

The site of Fort Johnston had been a military post since 1748, when British colonial officials first erected a facility to counter Spanish piracy. In July 1775 during the American Revolutionary War, the British abandoned Fort Johnston, and Patriots promptly destroyed it. In 1778 North Carolina attempted to reconstruct the post, but the British razed the partly built fort in 1781. Thereafter, what was left of the site deteriorated until the U.S. Congress agreed to appropriate funds to restore it in 1794. Construction proceeded slowly, and by 1810 it was still not entirely complete.

The newly built post featured a heavy gun battery, a seawall, barracks, officers’ quarters, a powder magazine, a kitchen, offices, and various storage buildings and outbuildings. After the War of 1812, Fort Johnston was only lightly armed and garrisoned. When Fort Caswell was completed just two miles distant in 1838, Fort Johnston’s importance was diminished.

In January 1861 local militia troops seized control of Fort Johnston, but Governor John W. Ellis forced them to return the post to Union authorities. In April 1861 after fighting began at Fort Sumter, however, Ellis ordered state troops to capture and occupy Fort Johnston. In 1862 the post was renamed Fort Branch, in honor of Brigadier General Lawrence Branch, a North Carolinian who died at the Battle of Antietam (September 17). The following year it was again renamed, this time becoming Fort Pender in honor of Major General William D. Pender, who was killed in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). After Fort Fisher fell to Union forces on January 15, 1865, the garrison at Fort Pender evacuated the facility and took refuge in Wilmington. By January 18, Union troops had occupied the post without a shot being fired.

Fort Pender was renamed Fort Johnston after the war. The U.S. government used the facility as an active military post until the 1990s. By 2004, however, it was decommissioned, and the site became home to the North Carolina Maritime Museum.
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Salisbury Prison

Confederate prison located in Salisbury, North Carolina. On November 2, 1861, the Confederate government bought at Salisbury an 11-acre parcel of land, which included an old cotton mill to be converted into a prison. The prison was designed to hold Confederate soldiers convicted of crimes, spies, disloyal citizens, and prisoners of war and was commanded by Commandant Major John H. Gee. The complex included a four-story brick mill and six smaller brick outbuildings. Initially, the smaller buildings were used to house detainees; some were later converted into hospital wards. Salisbury Prison was supposed to house a maximum of 2,500 prisoners.
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Drawing of the prisoner-of-war camp in Salisbury, North Carolina, one of the most notorious of Confederate prisons during the war. (“Bird’s Eye View of the Confederate Prison Pen at Salisbury, N.C., Taken in 1864,” illustration by C. A. Kraus, published by J. H. Bufford’s Sons Lith., Boston, New York and Chicago, 1886.)

The first detainees arrived on December 2, 1861. Until the autumn of 1864, the prison population remained below the 2,500-inmate threshold, and conditions were generally quite good. Food was abundant, cells were spacious, medical care was generally good, and the death rate was quite low. That all changed, however, in October 1864, when the prison population exploded, nearing 10,000 by year’s end. The change was due chiefly to the end of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the unraveling of the prisoner exchange system.

Until Salisbury Prison was emptied in February 1865, it became one of the South’s most notorious prisoner-of-war camps. Water supplies became scarce and unreliable, illness and disease were rampant, housing was in such short supply that many prisoners had to dig holes in the ground for shelter, and the on-site hospital lacked basic medicines and personnel. Food also became scarce. Between December 1861 and October 1864, just 255 detainees died at the facility. But between November 1864 and February 1865 alone, an astounding 3,419 more died. The death rate was so high that the deceased were buried in mass graves without coffins. On November 25, 1864, a massive riot resulted in the deaths of 250 inmates.

In late 1864, Brigadier General Bradley Johnson replaced Gee as prison superintendent. Johnson directed the emptying of the facility, which was accomplished by the end of February 1865. When Union forces reached the site in April 1865, they burned the buildings to the ground. Gee was later accused of mass murder and cruelty but was acquitted in July 1866. The court reasoned that the conditions at Salisbury Prison had not deteriorated until late 1864, when Gee was burdened with an impossibly large influx of prisoners.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Clark, Henry Toole (1808–1874)

Governor of North Carolina. Henry Toole Clark was born on the family’s Walnut Creek plantation in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, on February 7, 1808, and graduated with honors from the University of North Carolina in 1826. Although Clark studied law and was admitted to the bar, he rarely practiced and instead spent most of his time managing the family’s extensive landholdings and slaves in North Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee.

After briefly serving as Edgecombe County clerk of court, in 1850 Clark was elected to the North Carolina Senate. A staunch Democrat and a member of the planter class, he nonetheless supported internal improvements. Elected Speaker of the North Carolina Senate in 1858, he was holding that post when Governor John W. Ellis fell ill in June 1861. In accordance with state law, Clark assumed the duties of governor. When Ellis died on July 7, Clark formally succeeded to the governorship. He held that position until September 1862.

Clark, who supported secession, devoted most of his energy to preparing North Carolina for war: securing soldiers and matériel for the war effort, constructing defenses along its long exposed Atlantic coastline, and establishing both a prison and an important gunpowder mill.

Citizens of eastern North Carolina rather unfairly blamed Clark for the successful Union military efforts along the coast, and Clark did not stand for election at the end of his term. Zebulon B. Vance succeeded him as governor. Clark remained active in Democratic Party politics at the local level and subsequently served one term as a state senator during 1866–1867. Clark died at his home near Tarboro, North Carolina, on April 14, 1874.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

Further Reading

Barrett, John G. The Civil War in North Carolina. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1963.

Johnston, Frontis, ed. Zebulon B. Vance Letters, 1843–1862. 1963.

Poteat, R. Matthew. Henry Toole Clark: Civil War Governor of North Carolina. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2009.

Ellis, John Willis (1820–1861)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of North Carolina. John Willis Ellis was born on November 23, 1820, in Rowan County, North Carolina, and graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1841. After reading for the law, he was admitted to the bar the following year and began a practice in Salisbury, North Carolina. A staunch Democrat, he served in the North Carolina House of Commons (1844–1848), where he championed internal improvements. In 1848 he became a state superior court judge and was lauded for his work. Nominated for governor in 1858, he handily won election and took office on January 1, 1859.

Ellis pushed hard for more canal and railroad construction in his state, and in 1860 he was elected to a second term in office. When Abraham Lincoln was elected president in November of that year, Ellis began to lobby for the establishment of a southern Confederacy to escape what he saw as the illegal usurpation of power by the federal government. By early 1861, he was pushing strongly for secession. At the same time, he began preparing state troops for the possibility of armed conflict. Ellis managed to convince the vacillating state legislature to appropriate some $300,000 for this effort, but a state referendum in February 1861 rejected the convening of a secession convention, much to his chagrin.

Shortly after the attack on Fort Sumter when Lincoln issued a call for volunteers to quash the Southern insurrection, Ellis immediately began mobilizing thousands of state militiamen. After another impassioned plea by Ellis, a state secession convention met and voted for secession on May 20. Ellis now threw himself into the task of girding his state for war. Taken ill, he traveled to Red Sulphur Springs, Virginia (now West Virginia), to recuperate but died there on July 7, 1861.
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Holden, William Woods (1818–1892)

Newspaper publisher, peace advocate, and North Carolina governor. Born illegitimate near Hillsborough, North Carolina, on November 24, 1818, William Woods Holden was raised by his father and stepmother. With only a few years of formal education, at age 10 Holden was apprenticed to the editor of the Hillsborough Recorder. After employment with newspapers in Milton, North Carolina, and Danville, Virginia, in 1836 Holden joined the Raleigh Star.

Holden studied law at night and passed the bar in 1841 but preferred journalism. In 1843 he became editor and owner of the North Carolina Standard in Raleigh, which he made the paper of the Democratic Party, advocating reform, internal improvements, educational advancement, and improved working conditions in factories and mills. Holden is credited with reviving the Democratic Party in North Carolina and making it the dominant political force during the 1850s.

While siding with most Southern interests including the right to expand slavery, Holden rejected secession. As a member of the secession convention of 1861, however, he bowed to the inevitable and voted for secession. A strong critic of the policies of President Jefferson Davis, Holden became the leader of the North Carolina peace movement. He used the Standard to promote a new Conservative Party, which in 1862 nominated Zebulon B. Vance for governor. With Holden’s influential support, Vance triumphed. Holden and Vance broke on the conduct of the war, however, and Holden ran against Vance in 1864. Holden took the position that the war was lost and that North Carolina should seek the best peace terms possible. Vance, who took the position that such a course would be dishonorable, won the election handily.

With the end of the war, President Andrew Johnson appointed Holden provisional governor of North Carolina effective May 29, 1865. Holden made thousands of appointments, took steps toward economic recovery, and led revision of the North Carolina Constitution to meet federal requirements. He also urged blacks to exercise their rights and make the most of their opportunities “aided as you will [be] by the superior intelligence of the white race.”

Losing the November 1865 gubernatorial election under the new North Carolina Constitution to Jonathan Worth, Holden resumed editorship of the Standard. He also set about establishing the Republican Party in the state. Federal Reconstruction policies allowed Holden to win election as governor in 1868. He advocated reform to include equal justice for all. In this regard he vowed to destroy the white supremacist Ku Klux Khan, leading to the so-called Kirk-Holden War that ended his political career. Conservatives recaptured the General Assembly in 1870, and that December the House of Representatives impeached him for his actions against the Klan. Holden turned over his duties to Lieutenant Governor Tod R. Caldwell. Following a three-month trial, in March 1871 the North Carolina Senate found Holden guilty on the most serious charges and ordered his removal from office. Holden was the second governor in U.S. history to be impeached and the first to be removed from office. He remains the only North Carolinian to be impeached.

Holden subsequently edited the Daily Chronicle in Washington, D.C., and then accepted the position of postmaster in Raleigh. A paralytic stroke on April 2, 1882, forced his retirement from public service. He then dictated his memoirs but suffered another stroke in February 1889. Holden died in Raleigh on March 1, 1892.
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Jacobs, Harriet Ann (1813–1897)

Escaped slave who in 1861 published her autobiography that detailed the horrors of slavery, especially those peculiar to slave women, and later became an advocate for the rights of African Americans and women. Harriet Ann Jacobs was born on February 11, 1813, in Edenton, North Carolina, to Delilah, a slave of Margaret Horniblow, and Daniel Jacobs, a slave of Andrew Knox. When Harriet was a child, Horniblow taught her to read and sew, but Horniblow died in 1825 and bequeathed Harriet to her niece, Mary Matilda Norcom. Jacobs moved in with the Norcoms, where she was subjected to repeated sexual advances from Mary’s father, James Norcom.

In 1829, Jacobs began a relationship with and had two children, Joseph and Louisa, by white attorney Samuel Tredwell Sawyer. Jacobs’s behavior infuriated James Norcom, who sent her to one of his plantations to work as a field hand. Terrified that her children would be forced to follow the same path, Jacobs ran away and moved into a tiny crawlspace above a storeroom in her grandmother’s house in 1835.

Jacobs remained in hiding for almost seven years. During this time, she emerged only for brief periods at night to exercise. She spent her time sewing, reading the Bible, and sending letters to Norcom to confuse him as to her whereabouts. Sawyer purchased their children but did not emancipate either of them. He moved them to a house nearby, and Jacobs could sometimes watch them through a peephole she had made as they played outside.

When Sawyer won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1837, he moved to Washington, D.C., without the children. Instead, he sent Louisa to Brooklyn to work as a house servant. In 1842, Jacobs escaped and made her way to Brooklyn in search of Louisa. Although free from her life as a slave, Jacobs lived in constant fear of recapture.

Jacobs eventually found her daughter, a job, and a place to live with both of her children. She worked as a nursemaid in Boston for Mary Stace and abolitionist poet Nathaniel Parker Willis. In 1849, Jacobs began an 18-month period in which she lived above the Rochester, New York, offices of Frederick Douglass’s antislavery newspaper, the North Star. In Rochester, she worked with her antislavery lecturer brother, John S. Jacobs, also a fugitive slave. Jacobs traveled frequently between Boston and New York, becoming an active member of a group of antislavery feminists.

In 1852, Willis purchased Jacobs and formally freed her. She then began working on her autobiography, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. Initially Jacobs hoped that Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of the recently released Uncle Tom’s Cabin, would collaborate on the effort. Although this did not materialize, Jacobs’s belief in the relationship between her own life’s story and Stowe’s fictional antislavery work indicates Jacobs’s understanding of her potential contribution to the growing canon of slave literature.

Jacobs’s work on her autobiography initially took the form of several anonymous letters to the New York Daily Tribune, where they were published in 1853. These addressed head-on the sexual abuse of slave girls and efforts of their mothers to protect them. The account of her sexual abuse shocked the American public and ultimately made it difficult for Jacobs to find a publisher. Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl was completed in 1857 and published in Boston in late 1860. It was published in London in 1861 as The Deeper Wrong; Or, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. In both editions, Jacobs used a pseudonym, Linda Brent.

The first fugitive slave narrative written by a woman, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl received praise from antislavery circles in the United States and Britain. The book effectively revealed the horrors of slavery from a woman’s perspective. Abolitionists hoped that the book would incite others, especially women, to oppose slavery based on its corrupting sexual aspects.

Jacobs later stated that her primary motive was to address white women of the North on behalf of slave mothers and to appeal to their common identities as women and mothers. She emphasized, however, the parts of her life that she could control. Throughout her autobiography, Jacobs portrayed herself not as a victim but as an active agent in her story, controlling her own sexuality by choosing to take a white lover while risking the wrath of her master and pursuing her own freedom.

Throughout the Civil War, Jacobs involved herself in relief efforts in the Washington, D.C., area. In 1863 she and her daughter founded the Jacobs Free School in Alexandria, Virginia, to train African American teachers. In 1865 Jacobs and Louisa moved their school to Savannah, Georgia. Jacobs returned to Edenton in 1867, where she promoted the welfare of former slaves. In 1868 she and Louisa raised money in London for an orphanage and home for the aged in Savannah, Georgia. They then returned to Massachusetts, where in 1870 they opened a boardinghouse in Cambridge. By the mid-1880s, Jacobs had settled in Washington, D.C., with Louisa, where she worked at newly formed black schools and later at Howard University. Jacobs was involved in the nascent National Association of Colored Women. Jacobs died in Washington, D.C., on March 7, 1897.
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Stanly, Edward (1810–1872)

Politician and Union military governor of North Carolina (1862–1863). Born in New Bern, North Carolina, on January 10, 1810, Edward Stanly graduated from Norwich University in 1829. He then studied law, was admitted to the state bar in 1832, and opened a law office in Washington, North Carolina. Entering politics as a member of the Whig Party, Stanly was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1836, where he served during 1837–1843.

After his district was gerrymandered and he was defeated for reelection, Stanly represented Beaufort County in the state legislature (1844–1846), served as state attorney general (1847), and then again was a member of the state house (1848–1849). After another two terms in the U.S. House (1849–1853), Stanly left North Carolina and went to California, where he established a law practice.

In April 1862, Stanly was surprised when he received notice that he was appointed military governor of North Carolina, effective May 26, 1862. U.S. secretary of war Edwin Stanton informed Stanly that he would act as governor until loyal citizens could organize a new government that conformed to the U.S. Constitution. Stanly was to uphold existing laws and support loyalists in Union-occupied parts of eastern North Carolina.

Stanly’s tenure as military governor was marked by controversy, as he tried to return escaped slaves to masters who professed loyalty to the Union and questioned the establishment of schools educating blacks, which was still illegal in North Carolina. Confederate authorities simply ignored Stanly and sent all official communications to Union military officers. When President Abraham Lincoln announced the Emancipation Proclamation in January 1863, Stanly offered to resign. Lincoln initially refused, but Stanly was insistent and finally left office on March 2, 1863.

Stanly then returned to California and resumed his law practice. He died in San Francisco on July 12, 1872.

RICHARD A. SAUERS

Further Reading

Brown, Norman D. Edward Stanly: Whiggery’s Tarheel “Conqueror.” Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1974.

Harris, William C. “Lincoln and Wartime Reconstruction in North Carolina, 1861–1863.” North Carolina Historical Review 63 (1986): 149–168.

Vance, Zebulon Baird (1830–1894)

Confederate officer and North Carolina governor. Zebulon Baird Vance was born on May 13, 1830, in Buncombe County, North Carolina. He was educated at Washington College (Tennessee) and the University of North Carolina. In 1852 he was admitted to the bar and moved to Asheville, where he became county solicitor. In 1854 Vance was elected to the state legislature, and in 1858 he was elected to the first of two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Zebulon Vance served as a colonel of North Carolina troops at the beginning of the Civil War. Elected governor of North Carolina in September 1862, he was reelected in 1864. Although strongly supporting the Confederate cause, Vance often clashed with President Jefferson Davis over the rights of his state’s citizens. (Library of Congress)

When North Carolina left the Union, Vance was approached to become a candidate for the Confederate Congress, but he declined. Instead, he raised a company of infantry on May 4, 1861, becoming its captain. The company became part of the 26th North Carolina Regiment, and in August he was elected its colonel. Vance led his regiment at the Battle of New Bern (March 14, 1862) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1).

Vance was elected governor of North Carolina in September 1862 and was reelected in 1864. As governor, he supported not only the Confederate cause but also the rights of North Carolina citizens, frequently bringing him into confrontation with the Jefferson Davis administration. North Carolina supplied more troops to the Confederate war effort than any other state, and Vance strove to maintain and supply them mainly at North Carolina’s expense. He also frequently arranged for overseas purchases of military supplies, often sharing these supplies with neighboring states.

Following the war, Vance was arrested on May 13, 1865, and confined for 47 days in Washington, D.C. He then returned to North Carolina, forming a law partnership in Charlotte. In 1876 Vance was again elected governor of North Carolina, and in 1878 he was elected to the first of three terms in the U.S. Senate, serving until his death in Washington on April 14, 1894.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Gibbon, John (1827–1896)

Union officer. John Gibbon was born on April 20, 1827, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He later moved to Charlotte, North Carolina. Gibbon secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and was commissioned in the artillery upon graduation in 1847.

Gibbon fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as well as in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1850. In September 25, 1854, he was appointed an instructor of artillery at West Point. In 1859 he was promoted to captain and published The Artillerist’s Manual, which was used by the army for many years.

When the Civil War began in 1861, three of Gibbon’s brothers signed up to fight for the Confederacy, but he remained with the Union. In October 1861 he was appointed chief of artillery for Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s division and later his corps in Army of the Potomac. On May 2, 1862, Gibbon was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers and assigned to the Army of the Potomac’s only all-western unit, the so-called Black Hat Brigade, made up of men from Indiana and Wisconsin. Following its performance in the Second Bull Run Campaign (June–September 1862), Gibbon’s command was known as the Iron Brigade and was recognized as one of the best units in the Union Army.

Gibbon went on to divisional command in Major General John F. Reynolds’s I Corps and was wounded slightly in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Gibbon then became commander of the 2nd Division of Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps. Gibbon temporarily commanded the corps and was wounded again during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).
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John Gibbon, a Major General of the U.S. Army, led a battalion against the Nez Perce in the hard-fought Battle of the Big Hole in southwestern Montana in 1877. (Library of Congress)

Upon his recovery, Gibbon commanded for a short time the draft depots in Philadelphia and Cleveland before returning to the 2nd Division to fight during the entirety of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). On June 7, 1864, he was promoted to major general of volunteers, and in September he took charge of XVIII Corps, Army of the James. By January 1865 he was commanding XXIV Corps, Army of the James, which he led during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865); on April 12, he was one of the officers who received the Confederate surrender at Appomattox. Gibbon achieved great success during the Civil War despite the fact that he had no political connections, so important for gaining rank and honors during that era. Brevetted through major general in the regular army, he mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866.

After the Civil War, Gibbon became a colonel in the regular army and eventually assumed command of the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment, a unit that he helped shape into one of the premier infantry regiments of the late 19th century. Sent to the West, Gibbon was stationed in Nebraska, the Dakota Territory, the Montana Territory, and the Wyoming Territory.

During the Sioux War of 1876–1877, Gibbon led one of the three converging columns assigned to find and engage the enemy. Gibbon’s column arrived too late to save Lieutenant Colonel George Custer and his 7th Cavalry Regiment in the Battle of the Little Big Horn (June 25–26, 1876), but did manage to rescue the remainder of that unit and buried Custer’s dead. Gibbon’s other noteworthy frontier fight was against the Nez Perce led by Chief Joseph in the Battle of the Big Hole (August 9–10, 1877) in Montana.

Gibbon was promoted to brigadier general in 1885 and took command of the Department of the Columbia in the Pacific Northwest during threatened anti-Chinese riots in Seattle. He retired from the U.S. Army on April 20, 1891. Before and after that, Gibbon devoted much of his time to writing several dozen articles for various magazines, primarily on his battles with the Native Americans. In 1885 he completed a book on his Civil War experiences titled Personal Recollections of the Civil War, which was published posthumously in 1928. He spent the last years of his life in Baltimore, Maryland, where he worked with veterans’ groups and Civil War reunions. Gibbon died there on February 6, 1896.
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Hill, Daniel Harvey (1821–1889)

Confederate officer. Daniel Harvey “D. H.” Hill, a descendant of American Revolutionary War Patriots, was born on July 12, 1821, at Hill’s Iron Works in York District, South Carolina. Hill was just four years old when his father died, and he grew up the youngest of 11 children in gentile poverty. Hill entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838 and graduated in 1842 as a brevet second lieutenant of artillery. He served with the 1st and 3rd Artillery Regiments for three years before deploying to Texas in 1845 as part of the Army of Occupation under Brigadier General Zachary Taylor.

Hill transferred to the 4th Artillery in January 1846 and saw considerable action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In September he fought intrepidly in the Battle of Monterrey in September 1846. In March 1847 as a new first lieutenant he took part in the Siege of Veracruz, followed by the Battle of Cerro Gordo. Hill led one group of attackers in the Battle of Contreras in August, and in September he volunteered to help lead the assault on the Fortress of Chapultepec. For his gallantry at Contreras and Chapultepec, Hill received brevet promotions to captain and major, respectively.

Hill distinguished himself throughout the Mexican-American War but also anonymously published several critical newspaper articles about the inefficiency of the War Department and undisciplined volunteer regiments. Something of a perfectionist and disillusioned by the wartime politics within the army, he resigned his commission in February 1849.

From 1849 to 1859, Hill taught mathematics at Washington College in Virginia and Davidson College in North Carolina. During that time he published a book on algebra and two religious texts. In 1859 he became superintendent of the North Carolina Military Institute in Charlotte, North Carolina. In May 1861 Hill, a strong believer in state sovereignty, joined the Confederate cause as a colonel of the 1st North Carolina Volunteers.

Hill commanded the regiment at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861) in Virginia, defeating his Union opponent and earning promotion to brigadier general. Promoted to major general in March 1862, he commanded divisions during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and saw heavy fighting in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). After a brief stint commanding the Department of North Carolina, he returned to command a division in the Maryland Campaign (September 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He resumed command of the Department of North Carolina in February 1863, but on July 11 he was promoted to lieutenant general and given a corps in General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, which Hill led during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

Deeply religious yet highly opinionated and fiercely protective of his reputation, Hill often clashed with fellow officers and with politicians. These conflicts tended to overshadow his considerable tactical skill. Indeed, Hill openly criticized both Bragg and Robert E. Lee, Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s favorite commanders. Hill’s criticisms soured his relations with Davis and caused a rift between himself and Lee so deep that the two men were never reconciled. Hill’s withering criticism of Bragg’s perceived failures at Chickamauga cost Hill his command, and his promotion to lieutenant general was never confirmed by the Confederate Congress.

Thereafter Hill saw sporadic action but never again held a significant command. Still, he rendered valuable service as a volunteer aide to General P. G. T. Beauregard at Petersburg and in the Carolina Campaign, commanding a corps in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). Hill surrendered with General Joseph Johnston’s command on April 26, 1865.

After the war Hill continued to publish the periodical Land We Love (1854–1869) and also published the periodical Southern Home (1870–1877), which featured local news, articles on the Confederacy’s military, Southern literature, and his critiques of Reconstruction. He returned to academia in 1877, first as president of the Arkansas Industrial University (later the University of Arkansas) and then as president of Middle Georgia Military and Agricultural College. Hill died on September 24, 1889, in Charlotte, North Carolina.
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Holmes, Theophilus Hunter (1804–1880)

Confederate officer. Born in Clinton, North Carolina, on November 13, 1804, Theophilus Hunter Holmes graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1829 and continued in the U.S. Army without interruption to the beginning of the Civil War. His first assignment was with the 7th Infantry Regiment. Holmes took part in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and was awarded a brevet. He also served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), receiving another brevet for his performance at the Battle of Monterrey. By 1861, Holmes was a major in the 8th U.S. Infantry Regiment.

Upon the outbreak of the Civil War, Holmes resigned his commission and offered his services to the Confederacy. On June 5, 1861, Holmes, a West Point classmate of Jefferson Davis, was appointed brigadier general and then on October 7 was promoted to major general, despite having been involved in no combat; Holmes had been present at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861) but did not take part in the action. With the increased rank came the assignment to command the Confederate District of Aquia in eastern Virginia.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Virginia, Holmes commanded a division in the Confederate Army led first by General Joseph E. Johnston and then by General Robert E. Lee. Holmes’s performance was not impressive. He was about the same age as Davis and Lee but seemed much older and may well have suffered from one or more age-related physical maladies. Holmes was undeniably hard of hearing. At one point during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1), as battle raged he commented that “I thought I heard firing.”

Lee was sufficiently dissatisfied with Holmes’s performance in the Seven Days’ Campaign to arrange afterward for his transfer to the far western theater. The smoke of the Virginia battles had hardly cleared before Holmes, in July 1862, was assigned to command of the Trans-Mississippi Department. His performance there was as uninspired as it had been in Virginia, and his men were soon referring to him as “Granny Holmes.” Nevertheless, in October Davis promoted him to lieutenant general.

When Union forces in Mississippi threatened Vicksburg and with it the last section under Confederate control on the Mississippi River, in the late autumn of 1862 Davis repeatedly urged Holmes to send some of his troops to reinforce that place. Holmes stubbornly refused to do so, complaining that sending any troops out of his department would open Little Rock to potential Union capture.

In January 1863 Davis assigned Holmes’s superior, Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith, to take over command of the Trans-Mississippi Department, and Holmes was relegated to command of the District of Arkansas. In a belated attempt to relieve pressure on Vicksburg, Holmes directed a failed attempt to capture Helena, Arkansas, on the same day that Vicksburg fell. In the final months of the war, Holmes was transferred east and commanded reserve troops in North Carolina. He was included in General Joseph E. Johnston’s surrender agreement with Major General William T. Sherman.

Following the end of the war, Holmes returned to North Carolina and settled on a farm he had earlier purchased near Fayetteville. He died near Fayetteville on June 21, 1880.
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Pender, William Dorsey (1834–1863)

Confederate officer. William Dorsey Pender was born in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, on February 6, 1834. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854 and was assigned to service in the West, primarily with the 1st U.S. Dragoons.

Pender resigned his commission as a first lieutenant on March 21, 1861, prior to North Carolina’s secession and was commissioned a captain of artillery in the regular Confederate Army. Upon his home state’s secession, he became colonel of the 3rd (later 13th) North Carolina Infantry Regiment before transferring to the 6th North Carolina. Pender soon established a reputation as a rough-and-tumble commander. He performed brilliantly at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and in the subsequent Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), earning promotion to brigadier general to rank from June 3, 1862.

Pender then assumed command of a brigade in Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill’s Light Division. Pender saw action at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), the Battle of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He led from the front and, as a result, was wounded three times. Pender was advanced to major general on May 27, 1863, and assumed command of a division in Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s III Corps.

Pender’s next major engagement was the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was conspicuous on the first day of fighting. On the second day of the battle, however, he was wounded in the thigh by a shell fragment. With its new commander incapacitated, on the battle’s fateful third day Pender’s division participated in the ill-fated Pickett’s Charge under Major General Isaac Trimble.

Pender returned to the Old Dominion with the defeated Army of Northern Virginia. By then, however, his wound had become infected. Army surgeons amputated his leg, but Pender did not long survive. He died in Staunton, Virginia, on July 18, 1863.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Hatteras Inlet, Union Assault on (August 28–29, 1861)

The first significant U.S. Navy offensive operation of the Civil War. Hatteras Inlet is one of several access points to Pamlico Sound, a major staging area for Confederate blockade-runners and privateers. In Union hands, Hatteras had the potential for becoming a staging area for operations against the North Carolina coast. Two poorly manned log and earthen forts on Hatteras Island controlled the inlet: Fort Clark, a small earthen works on the ocean side mounting 5 guns, and the more powerful Fort Hatteras a half mile distant on the other side, with 25 guns. Major W. S. G. Andrews commanded the two forts. Unfortunately for the Confederates, the forts were separated from the land by the very sounds they were designed to protect.

On August 26, 1861, Flag Officer Silas H. Stringham departed Hampton Roads with six warships: the screw frigates Minnesota (flagship) and Wabash, the side-wheeler frigate Susquehanna, the screw sloop Pawnee, the converted merchant steamer Monticello, and the ex–revenue cutter Harriet Lane. The squadron also included the tug Fanny and the chartered steamer transports Adelaide and George Peabody, carrying some 900 army troops under Major General Benjamin F. Butler. The two transports towed schooners carrying surfboats, while the Monticello and Pawnee towed surfboats only. Stringham’s plan called for his ships to shell the forts from their water face while Butler’s troops assaulted them from the rear on the land face. The operation was conceived as a raid.

The squadron anchored off Hatteras Inlet on the afternoon of August 27. At 6:45 a.m. the next day, Stringham ordered marines and troops ashore in surfboats at a point about two miles east of Fort Clark and beyond the range of its guns. Launches with boat howitzers stood ready to provide covering fire should it be required, while the Pawnee, Monticello, and Harriet Lane were available to provide heavier cannon fire.

At 8:45 a.m. the larger Union ships began the bombardment of Fort Clark. The Wabash led, towing the newly arrived razee (cut-down) sloop Cumberland, with the Minnesota following. Stringham ordered the bombardment ships to steam in a large oval. Fort Clark returned fire for a time. Heavy surf meant that by 11:30 a.m., only 320 men had been put ashore. Despite this, as a consequence of the naval bombardment, at about noon the Confederates abandoned Fort Clark. The Union land force then worked its way to the fort and by 2:00 p.m. had taken possession.

At 4:00 p.m. Stringham, mistakenly believing that both Confederate forts had surrendered, ordered the Monticello into Hatteras Inlet. The Monticello had proceeded only a short distance up the channel when it came under fire from Fort Hatteras. In its exposed position separated from the remainder of the squadron, the Monticello was hit five times by shot from the shore. It was able to withdraw without major damage, however. Stringham promptly ordered the remainder of his ships in to shell Fort Hatteras.

Deteriorating weather conditions prevented the landing of additional Union troops, and the Union squadron then anchored for the night. Meanwhile, Flag Officer Samuel Barron, commander of the naval defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, had arrived at Fort Hatteras with 230 reinforcements in a steam tug towing a schooner that had reached the fort from the south. This brought Confederate strength there to some 650 men. On Andrews’s invitation, Barron assumed command of the fort. Barron wanted to attack and retake Fort Clark, but when additional men failed to arrive, he dropped that plan in favor of strengthening Fort Hatteras.

At 5:30 a.m. the next day, August 29, Stringham ordered his large ships to recommence shelling Fort Hatteras. The action began at 8:00 a.m. with the Susquehanna leading, followed by the Wabash and Minnesota. All three ships anchored and then opened fire. An hour later the Cumberland came in under sail, anchored, and joined in. Because the Union ships were firing at long range, many shells were falling short, and Stringham ordered a temporary halt in the firing and ordered crews to switch to 15-second fuses and to fire only from the largest guns. This change had the desired effect. The Harriet Lane also joined the action with its longer-range rifled guns. Although the Confederate guns replied, their shot fell short.

Barron then met with his officers to consider the situation. Their shorter-range guns could not reach the ships, ammunition was running short, and the fort would not be reinforced. A Union shell that penetrated the fort’s ventilator shaft next to the magazine while Barron was meeting with his officers may have hastened the decision, but not long afterward at 11:00 a.m. a white flag appeared over the fort. Union troops then marched to the fort and took possession. Some Union ships entered the inlet. Although the Harriet Lane grounded, it was able to get free.

At 2:30 p.m., Barron and several Confederate officers came aboard the Minnesota and formally surrendered. Union forces secured between 600 and 700 Confederate prisoners. There were no Union casualties. Too late, Norfolk Navy Yard commandant Flag Officer French Forrest ordered Commander Thomas T. Hunter to prepare an expedition to Hatteras.

The Hatteras Inlet victory was the first real Union naval triumph of the war and indeed the first noteworthy Union victory of the war, land or sea. The victory did much to restore morale in the North, shaken by the earlier Union defeat on land in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), and also proved the great value of steamships in engaging land forts. Securing the inlet allowed the Union to seal off Pamlico Sound to Confederate privateers and blockade-running. Under Stringham’s urging, the Union forces retained Hatteras. It became a base for the blockaders and a depot for coal and supplies.
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Roanoke Island, Battle of (February 7–8, 1862)

Successful Union amphibious operation. Union possession of the Hatteras Island forts offered a base for further amphibious operations against eastern North Carolina. West of the Outer Banks were six sounds, the two largest being Pamlico and Albemarle. The Confederacy had no effective means of preventing Union ships from operating on these sounds or against a number of major cities in the region.

Roanoke Island lies at the northern end of Pamlico Sound. The island controlled passage between Pamlico Sound to the south and Albemarle Sound to the north and west. Roanoke Island also dominated access to the southern termini of the Dismal Swamp Canal and the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal, both of which reached to Norfolk, Virginia. Union forces already controlled Pamlico Sound, and securing Roanoke Island would give them access to Albemarle Sound, with its rivers leading into interior North Carolina over which railroads ran north on bridges to Norfolk. In Union hands, troops might strike from Roanoke Island against Norfolk, while shallow-draft Union warships could use the sound as an anchorage.

Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough commanded the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside commanded the Roanoke Island operation. Sometimes known as the Burnside Expedition, it departed Hampton Roads in mid-January. Because of the shallow water in which they would have to operate, Goldsborough’s 20 ships were all converted tugs, river steamers, and ferry boats. Most were lightly armed. Goldsborough’s ships provided protection for some 70 transports carrying Burnside’s 12,000 troops and their supplies. Once all of the ships were in position, the navy was to shell the shore installations and engage any hostile warships as well as provide fire support once the troops were ashore.

After several delays, on the morning of February 7 the flotilla got under way. With the warships leading, the flotilla proceeded through the narrow channel west of the southern tip of Roanoke Island and entered Croatan Sound, which in the best of conditions was only 7.5 feet deep.

Although they were well aware of the Union preparations, Confederate authorities had few warships, guns, or troops available. Former Virginia governor and now Confederate brigadier general Henry A. Wise commanded Roanoke Island with two North Carolina regiments totaling 1,435 men. Another 800 Confederates were at Nags Head.

Roanoke Island contained five forts with a total of 30 guns. The largest, Fort Huger on Weir’s Point, mounted 12 guns but was at the narrowest northern part of Croatan Sound between the island and the mainland and thus beyond the range of the proposed Union landing site. The chief concern to the Union side was Fort Bartow, with 9 guns, located at Pork Point. Fort Forrest, with 8 guns, lay directly across the sound from Pork Point. Wise had ordered a double line of piles placed in the two miles of water between these two forts and on the Union approach, and the Confederates sank a number of small vessels to strengthen this barrier. Behind it, Flag Officer William D. Lynch had seven small steamers mounting a total of only 8 guns.

On the morning of February 7 the Union ships moved slowly up Croatan Sound, and the Union transports prepared to disembark their troops at Ashby’s Harbor, several miles south of the main Confederate defenses. Goldsborough ordered his 19 gunboats forward to shell the Confederate forts and ships. By noon, the firing became general. The Confederate forts north of the obstructions were too distant to participate, and only four of Bartow’s guns could engage the Union gunboats. At 1:30 p.m., Union shells set the barracks behind Fort Bartow on fire.

The Union gunboats mounted a total of 57 guns, many of which were larger and of greater range than the Confederate guns. Lynch reported that whenever his ships approached the barrier, they drew Union fire. Although only six Confederates were wounded, three seriously, damage to the Confederate ships was extensive. The Union warships escaped serious injury.

The Confederate ships kept up an intermittent fire but were soon short of ammunition, and in late afternoon Lynch retired to Elizabeth City, 35 miles up Albemarle Sound, to resupply. He was en route back to Roanoke Island when he learned of the Confederate surrender.

The earthen works of Fort Bartow on Pork Point were hard hit by the Union bombardment. But at about 5:00 p.m., with darkness coming on, Goldsborough ordered his ships to cease fire.

Meanwhile, beginning at 3:00 p.m. on February 7, Union troops began going ashore on Roanoke Island. They soon came under fire from a Confederate field gun, but the steamer Delaware moved in to clear their way, firing shrapnel from its IX-inch Dahlgren. Six Dahlgren howitzers on field mounts were landed in launches and then positioned to provide security. By midnight, some 10,000 Union troops were on the island.

The next day, February 8, the Union soldiers got under way at first light, and by 9:00 a.m. the fighting was general. The Union ships again took the forts under fire, but the Union soldiers had little difficulty with the outnumbered Confederates. By 4:00 p.m., the American flag was flying over Pork Point.

Meanwhile, Union gunboat crews cleared a path through the obstructions across the sound, and by 4:00 p.m. the ships had passed into Albemarle Sound. Unable to do more than offer token long-range resistance, Lynch withdrew his gunboats up the Pasquotank River.

The Battle of Roanoke Island was a major Union victory at surprisingly little cost. The Union troops sustained little more than 250 casualties, with 47 of them killed; Union naval losses were only 6 men killed, 17 wounded, and 2 missing. Nearly 2,000 Confederates were taken prisoner, including 500 reinforcements arriving just in time to surrender.
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New Bern, Battle of (March 14, 1862)

Engagement during Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside’s North Carolina Expedition (February–July 1862). Union forces captured New Bern, North Carolina, located in the eastern part of the state some 87 miles northeast of Wilmington on the Neuse River, on March 14, 1862. Following the Union capture of Roanoke Island (North Carolina) in February 1862, Confederates in New Bern braced for a Union attack. Brigadier General Lawrence O’Bryan Branch had charge. He had under his command 4,000 largely untested troops who occupied a defensive line about 6 miles south of New Bern on the Neuse. The left of the Confederate line was anchored by Fort Thompson, mounting 13 guns and located on the Neuse River.

Confederate engineers believed that an attack on New Bern would come by water, so 10 of the fort’s guns were situated to face the river, and 3 covered the land approaches to the city. From Fort Thompson, a line of entrenchments stretched westward for about a mile to the Atlantic & North Carolina Railroad. Because of a shortage of manpower, rather than continue these fortifications across the railroad tracks toward Brice’s Creek, Branch positioned his troops on the right of his line, 150 yards behind an arm of Brice’s Creek. This placement led to a gap of 150 yards in the Confederate line along the railroad at Wood’s brickyard.

On March 11, 1862, Union brigadier general Ambrose Burnside began his campaign to take New Bern. His 11,000-man force boarded ships at Roanoke Island and then rendezvoused with U.S. Navy warships off Hatteras. The expeditionary force entered the Neuse River early on the afternoon of March 12 and came to anchor near the mouth of Slocum Creek that night.

At dawn the next morning, Union gunboats bombarded the North Carolina shore in preparation for the landing. The shelling was unnecessary, as there were no Confederate troops in the area. The Union soldiers landed unimpeded.

After coming ashore near Slocum Creek, Burnside’s troops began their march to New Bern, 17 miles distant, but heavy rains that day made the journey slow and difficult. Union troops made camp near the Fort Thompson line on the night of March 13.

At 7:00 a.m. on March 14, 1862, Burnside’s men advanced in three columns toward the Confederate positions. Brigadier General Jesse Reno commanded the Union troops to the left of the railroad, while Brigadier General John Foster’s brigade advanced on the right between the railroad and the Neuse River. Brigadier General John Parke’s brigade was held in reserve along the railroad, positioned to support either Reno or Foster.

Foster’s command made first contact with the Confederates, immediately encountering devastating Confederate musket and artillery fire, including the three land-sited guns at Fort Thompson. A number of shells from the Union gunboats, firing in support of the attack, also landed within the Union lines, although Foster was able to get word to the gunboats and have them cease fire. He brought up his two reserve regiments to continue the attack on the Confederate position but was unable to break the Confederate line.

On the Union left, Reno discovered the 150-yard gap in the Confederate line and prepared to attack it. The only Confederate troops guarding this break in Branch’s line were local militiamen who had been in service only for two weeks and were armed only with shotguns and hunting rifles. Reno personally led the charge of his men across the railroad against the militia, who soon fled in panic. But as Reno attempted to bring up more men to exploit the breach in the Confederate line, Branch sent reinforcements to seal it. Following heated action Reno was forced to pull back, and the Confederate line stabilized.

Shortly after 11:00 a.m., Parke ordered his men forward against the Confederate center. Breaching the line, Parke’s men turned right and struck the Confederate troops occupying the breastworks between the railroad and Fort Thompson. Seeing the enemy behind their breastworks, the Confederate soldiers gave way. Branch then ordered a general retirement. The Confederates fled across the Trent River Bridge, which was destroyed after the last of them had crossed it. Later that afternoon, Burnside’s men crossed the river and occupied New Bern.

The capture of New Bern cost the Union 440 casualties. Confederate losses were 578. Fearful that Burnside’s army would sweep across North Carolina and divide the upper Confederacy, Confederate officials dispatched additional troops to the area.
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Fort Fisher, Campaign for (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865)

Union offensive on the Carolina coast. At the end of 1864, Wilmington, North Carolina, was the last remaining major Confederate port open to blockade-runners and an important supply link for the Army of Northern Virginia. Both Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and Union Navy leaders concurred on the need to close Wilmington. In December 1864, commander of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral David D. Porter assembled the most powerful naval force to that point in U.S. history: 61 warships, including 5 ironclads, mounting a total of 635 guns. Grant provided two divisions of 6,500 men under Major General Benjamin Butler. The Union ships sailed from Hampton Roads on December 13.

Before the troops could move against Wilmington, they would first have to destroy Fort Fisher. This powerful Confederate works was situated on a narrow spit of land at the entrance to the Cape Fear River. Taking Fisher would mean the end of blockade-running out of Wilmington.

Fisher was fortified principally on the east facing the sea and on the south facing the river access. The side facing the sea extended nearly three-quarters of a mile, while the southern face was about a quarter mile in length. The Union plan called for Butler’s men to come ashore north of the fort. Porter’s ships would then bombard the fort, after which the troops would assault its northern face, supported by naval gunfire.
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Fort Fisher, North Carolina, following its capture by Union forces in January 1865. Fort Fisher was the largest and strongest seacoast fortification in the Confederacy and the guardian of Wilmington, North Carolina, the South’s most important blockade-running port. (Library of Congress)

Confederate colonel William Lamb commanded Fort Fisher and its 1,900 men. The defenders were well protected in carefully laid-out earthworks with shell-proof chambers. They manned 45 heavy guns as well as numerous smaller pieces. The fort’s northern face was protected by a high palisade of logs, in front of which the Confederates had planted numerous land mines.

At 1:50 a.m. on December 24, 1864, Union naval volunteers positioned and blew up off Fort Fisher the former blockade-runner Louisiana, loaded with 150 tons of powder. Butler had proposed the attempt in the hope that it would damage the fort’s walls. The ship was not positioned as close to the fort as planned, and the blast had no effect.

At about noon on December 24, Porter’s ships began a bombardment of the Confederate works at the rate of some 115 shots a minute. The shelling inflicted little damage, and most casualties among the defenders were caused by the bursting of several of their rifled guns. Two of the ships were damaged in the exchange of fire.

Nonetheless, within about an hour and a half of bombardment, the fort’s guns had largely been silenced. The ships then maintained a continuing slow bombardment while awaiting Butler’s transports, which arrived too late for a landing that day. On Christmas Day, Porter resumed the bombardment at about 10:30 a.m., while 17 of his smaller warships covered and assisted with the unopposed landing of 2,000 of Butler’s troops. Meanwhile, Porter’s attempt to locate a channel through New Inlet in order to bring Fort Fisher under fire from the Cape Fear River was unsuccessful.

Late that afternoon, some of Butler’s men worked their way to within several hundred yards of the fort. They reported that the works were virtually undamaged from the bombardment. Following a brief demonstration but without attempting an assault, on December 27 Butler reembarked his men and sailed back to Fort Monroe.

Porter was furious at Butler’s unilateral action and demanded his removal from command. Grant agreed and replaced Butler with Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry, enjoining him to cooperate fully with Porter. Meanwhile, Porter periodically shelled Fort Fisher in an effort to prevent rebuilding.

The second Union assault on Fort Fisher, on January 13, 1865, was a textbook operation. Porter assembled 59 warships to support Terry’s 8,000 men in four divisions, who landed north of the fort. Terry deployed some of his men to build a strong defensive line across the upper neck of the peninsula in order to hold off some 6,000 Confederate troops in the Wilmington area under General Braxton Bragg and Major General Robert F. Hoke.

On January 14 as Terry’s troops prepared to assault Fort Fisher’s northern face, Porter’s ships again bombarded the fort’s seaward side. Porter concentrated his most powerful ships at close range against Confederate guns able to fire on the Union troops. These included the New Ironsides and the monitors Saugus, Canonicus, Monadnock, and Mahopac.

The bombardment lasted all day, with a few ships continuing to fire shells into the night before they departed. The shelling inflicted some 300 Confederate casualties, disabled some of the fort’s heavy guns, and opened breaches in the defenses, in addition to severing wires used to detonate land mines.

On the evening of January 14, Porter and Terry met aboard Porter’s flagship, the Malvern. They set the land assault for 3:00 p.m. the next day. Porter agreed to land some 400 marines and 1,600 sailors for a simultaneous assault against the fort’s sea face to the north.

Shortly after 9:00 a.m. on January 15, the Union ships recommenced their bombardment. At about noon, landing detachments drawn from 35 ships went ashore just north of the fort. Commander K. P. Breese had overall command. The men were only lightly armed, the marines with rifles and bayonets and the sailors with pistols and cutlasses. The men then worked their way along the shore to the point where the northern and eastern faces of the fort met. The Union attack was to have been simultaneous, but the soldiers had to make their way through woods and were delayed.

The sailors and marines approached along an open beach. Halting at the salient and under heavy fire from the fort, they attempted to charge through gaps in the palisades affected by the naval gunfire. Confederate canister and rifle fire cut down many of the attackers. Only about 60 men broke through the palisade before the attack was halted and the marines and sailors withdrew in panic. About a fifth of the attackers were casualties.

The navy attack was not in vain, however. Assuming it to be the main Union effort, the defenders concentrated against it. Exploiting the opportunity, Terry pushed his men through the palisade and up the parapet on the northern face. Many men fell to Confederate artillery and rifle fire, but the survivors poured into the works. Meanwhile, the Union ships provided highly effective gunfire support.

Hand-to-hand fighting ensued, and the outcome remained in doubt until early evening, when Terry committed his reserves. At about 9:00 p.m. on January 15, the Confederates surrendered. The attackers had suffered some 1,000 killed or wounded. The defenders lost half that number, among them Colonel Lamb, severely wounded. Subsequently, three dozen Union sailors and marines received the Medal of Honor for the action.

Fort Fisher was the most heavily fortified position taken by amphibious assault during the war. With its capture, Union forces then took all the surrounding works and 139 guns. They then advanced up the Cape Fear River. Wilmington surrendered on February 23, 1865, starving Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia of essential supplies.
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Bentonville, Battle of (March 19–21, 1865)

Battle during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). On March 15, 1865, Union major general William T. Sherman, learning that General Joseph E. Johnston had assumed command of Confederate forces in the Carolinas and was concentrating them, departed the seacoast with his army group to move against Johnston.

On March 8 Sherman crossed into North Carolina, advancing toward Goldsborough (today Goldsboro) with some 60,000 men. His army group was in two major formations: a left wing, the Army of Georgia under Major General Henry W. Slocum, and a right wing, the Army of the Tennessee commanded by Major General Oliver O. Howard. Both Union armies were moving separately on parallel axes.
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The Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) was the largest battle ever fought in North Carolina during the Civil War and the only significant attempt by Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston to arrest Union Major General William T. Sherman’s advance through the Carolinas at the end of the war. Johnston surrendered on April 18. (Library of Congress)

On March 19 Johnston surprised Sherman at Bentonville, near the present-day town of Four Oaks, North Carolina, attacking Slocum and the Union left wing. Johnston had only some 21,000 men, but he believed that the two Union armies were a day’s march apart and that his only hope was to achieve victory over the Army of Georgia before Sherman could concentrate his forces. Both Slocum and Sherman initially underestimated the strength of the attackers, and Confederates under Major General Daniel H. Hill managed to rout two Union divisions, but the Confederate attacks were uncoordinated, and the rest of Slocum’s men managed to hold until Union reinforcements came up. Fighting continued until nightfall, when Johnston withdrew to his original position and entrenched.

Little fighting occurred the next day as Sherman brought up reinforcements. On March 21 Union major general Joseph A. Mower, commanding a division on the Union right flank, secured permission for a reconnaissance but instead launched a full-scale attack on the Confederates defending Mill Creek Bridge and got to within a mile of that crossing before Sherman recalled him. Sherman thus perhaps missed a chance to entrap and destroy Johnston’s entire army, which may have shortened the war by several weeks.

That night Johnston withdrew his men across Mill Creek toward Smithfield, burning the bridge behind him. Sherman did not pursue but instead continued his march toward Goldsborough. There on March 23 he joined Union forces under Major Generals Alfred H. Terry and John M. Schofield. Sherman knew that the war was ending, that once he reached Goldsborough his forces would vastly outnumber those of Johnston, and that because of his even greater numerical advantage, further bloodshed might be avoided.

The Battle of Bentonville was the last major engagement fought between the armies of Sherman and Johnston. Although Johnston’s initial attack was well planned and effectively executed, he simply lacked the strength to succeed. Confederate losses in the three-day battle came to 2,606 (239 killed, 1,694 wounded, and 673 captured or missing); Union casualties were 1,527 (194 killed, 1,112 wounded, and 221 missing or captured). Johnston surrendered at Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 26.
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Ohio

INTRODUCTION

Ohio, located in the Midwest, encompasses 41,330 square miles and is bordered by Indiana to the west, Pennsylvania and West Virginia to the east, Michigan and Lake Erie to the north, and Kentucky to the south. With 2,339,511 people in 1860, Ohio was the third most populous state in the Union, behind only Pennsylvania and New York. Ohio’s large and diverse industrial base, impressive agricultural output, and long border along the pivotal Ohio River made it critical to the Union war effort. In some ways Ohio had certain characteristics of a border state due in part to its proximity to Kentucky and Virginia and pockets of pro-Southern sympathizers, mainly in the southern parts of the state. Ohio’s economy was also tied closely with that of the South.

By the 1860s, Ohio had developed an impressive array of industries, was home to numerous mines, and boasted a widespread network of rail lines that served almost every corner of the state. Most of Ohio’s industry was concentrated in the north along Lake Erie, from Toledo in the northwest to Cleveland in the northeast. Columbus, located in the middle of the state, and Cincinnati, on the Ohio River in the southwestern corner of the state, were also important manufacturing and rail centers. In spite of the large number of urban and industrialized areas in the state, Ohio was also a major agricultural producer, which helped feed the Union armies.

Although there were small pockets of strong pro-Confederate sympathizers and a fairly large number of Ohioans who did not support the war, the Republican Party controlled most aspects of state politics. There were some exceptions to this, however, including several Democrats in Congress. In 1863, Ohio Democrats fought valiantly to get Democrat Clement Vallandigham elected governor, going so far as to back his candidacy even after he had sought refuge in Canada for having bitterly denounced the draft. In the southern portions of the state, the so-called Peace Democrats, who did not technically support the Confederacy, nevertheless denounced the war and President Abraham Lincoln’s policies. As the war continued, however, support for Lincoln solidified in the state, particularly in 1864.

In 1861, Ohioans responded with enthusiasm to Lincoln’s call for soldiers, and the state quickly mustered 23 volunteer infantry regiments for a three-month term of service, 10 more than the state’s quota. Later, the enlistment time would be lengthened to three years of service. Recruitment fell after the initial enlistments, and during 1862–1863 draft resistance became a problem, especially in Holmes and Noble Counties. By 1864, however, recruitment enjoyed a resurgence. Over the course of the war, Ohio supported 230 infantry and cavalry regiments, 26 light artillery regiments, and 5 companies of sharpshooters. A total of 365,000 Ohioans served, making Ohio first in the nation for the percent of men aged 18–45 serving in the war. At its peak, the percentage was 60 percent of the adult male population. Among those who served were 5,000 free blacks. Some 25,000 Ohioans died in the war.

Perhaps more than any other state, Ohio provided many military and political leaders. Among those who had been born in Ohio or resided in Ohio were William T. Sherman, Ulysses S. Grant, Philip H. Sheridan, Irvin McDowell, George B. McClellan, Salmon P. Chase, and Edwin M. Stanton. Ohio politicians who would later run on their Civil War records included Presidents Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, and William McKinley.

Ohio was relatively untouched by fighting during the war. In 1862, Confederate moves into northern Kentucky caused Cincinnati residents to take up defensive positions, but no attack on the city occurred. Most famously, during July 2–26, 1863, Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan’s cavalry dashed through the southern part of the state but was ultimately stopped and captured after a short battle at Salineville, Ohio.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Cincinnati, Ohio

City located in southwestern Ohio along the Ohio River opposite the state of Kentucky. With an 1860 population of 161,044, Cincinnati was Ohio’s largest city at the time of the Civil War and one of the largest cities west of the Appalachian Mountains. It was first settled in 1788, and in 1790 Governor Arthur St. Clair of the Northwest Territory dubbed it Cincinnati, in honor of the Society of the Cincinnati.

Cincinnati was chartered as a town in 1802 and incorporated as a city in 1819. The city grew rapidly, owing to its location along the strategic Ohio River. After the large-scale introduction of steamboats beginning in 1811, Cincinnati became a major port city. The 1845 completion of the Miami and Erie Canal, which allowed the shipment of goods from Lake Erie to the Ohio River, further enhanced the city’s importance to transportation. At the same time, rail lines being built would soon transform the city into a major rail hub. By 1835 Cincinnati had become the center of the meatpacking industry and soon became known informally as Porkopolis.

Because of Cincinnati’s proximity to Kentucky, a slave state, the city became a significant stop along the Underground Railroad, where escaping slaves first tasted freedom before traveling farther north. The city’s sympathies were decidedly mixed—some inhabitants identified strongly with abolitionism and Unionism, while others identified more with the Southern cause. Indeed, a sizable portion of Cincinnati’s economy was dependent upon trade and shipping with the South. The city’s burgeoning immigrant population, in particular the Germans, came to identify with Republicanism and Unionism. The Cincinnati Daily Times, meanwhile, supported the South’s right to secede over the issue of slavery.

During the Civil War, Cincinnati became a major logistics and supply base for Union armies fighting in the western theater; the city also served for much of the conflict as the headquarters for the Department of the Ohio. Good Samaritan Hospital, which treated sick and wounded soldiers, was established in the city early in the war, and Camp Dennison, some 15 miles from Cincinnati, became a major induction and training site for volunteers from southern Ohio and northern Kentucky. Meanwhile, the city provided much in the way of war supplies and matériel, including gunboats, armor plating, boilers, cannon, and uniforms. Cincinnati’s ports boomed as food and other supplies were shipped down the Ohio River and into the Mississippi River.

Fearful of a Confederate incursion into Cincinnati, city and Union officials built a series of some 27 earthwork redoubts around Cincinnati and six batteries along the river to deter an attack. In early September 1862, Union major general Lewis Wallace declared martial law in Cincinnati when a Confederate force appeared to threaten the city. Local residents championed the declaration and rallied to the cause, but by September 5 the threat had receded, and civilian authority was quickly restored. This would be the only time that the city would be so threatened.

In 1864, Cincinnatians voted overwhelmingly for Abraham Lincoln. The following year after the war had ended, Cincinnati became a major mustering-out point for troops being released from service, particularly in the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters.
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Cleveland, Ohio

City located in northeastern Ohio on the southern shore of Lake Erie. Cleveland is situated along the Cuyahoga River, which empties into Lake Erie. The city had an 1860 population of 43,417.

European settlement in the region began in 1796, when Moses Cleaveland (for whom the city is named), representing the Connecticut Land Company, began laying out land plots and a town at the mouth of the Cuyahoga. This was to be part of Connecticut’s Western Reserve and attracted numerous settlers from the East. Cleaveland (as it was then spelled) was incorporated in 1814. With the completion of the Ohio and Erie Canal in 1832, which connected Akron, Ohio, with the Ohio River, Cleveland began to attract numerous industrial concerns. The following decade when Cleveland became a regional rail hub, the city grew faster still. Meanwhile, Cleveland’s port facilities on Lake Erie placed the city at the center of the iron ore trade on the Great Lakes and the coal distribution network. By the 1860s, several petroleum refineries had set up shop there.

By the eve of the Civil War, Cleveland had also begun attracting immigrants from abroad. German immigrants—many of them Roman Catholic—were the first to arrive in sizable numbers beginning in the 1830s. The Irish followed en masse during the 1840s. By 1860 Cleveland’s population had become multiethnic and multicultural, and the overwhelmingly English Protestantism of its early years had given way to a population that was increasingly Catholic and Jewish.

The majority of Cleveland residents were against slavery and decried Southern secession, but there were still pockets of Democratic sentiment that viewed Republican Party policies as having largely dictated the looming sectional crisis. In 1860, Abraham Lincoln carried the city in 9 of 11 wards and with 58 percent of the total vote. The Plain Dealer, a predominantly Democratic newspaper, warned darkly that the nation was heading toward disunion and civil war. When fighting began at Fort Sumter in April 1861, however, the city’s Democrats and Republicans closed ranks and generally supported the war effort and Lincoln’s policies. The Plain Dealer, however, denounced the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation.

The Civil War quickly transformed Cleveland into one of the Midwest’s most important cities. Iron rails and axles for artillery carriages were made in Cleveland, while the city became home to a large tobacco-curing factory after tobacco from the South had been largely cut off. Textile mills and garment factories also benefitted from war contracts, and in 1862 the city’s first wool cloth manufacturer—the German Woolen Factory—became operational. Cleveland’s banking industry also prospered and expanded, and by 1865, 44 percent of all U.S. warships intended for operation on the Great Lakes were constructed at the city’s shipbuilding facilities. Cleveland became a major center for the collection, storage, and distribution of civilian-donated supplies for troops, and in 1862 the U.S. War Department established a large general hospital in the city where wounded and ill soldiers could be treated.
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Columbus, Ohio

Capital city of Ohio. Columbus, located near the geographical center of the state at the confluence of the Scioto and Olentangy Rivers, had an 1860 population of 18,554.

The first attempt to establish a permanent settlement in what would later become Columbus occurred in 1797, when Virginia surveyor Lucas Sullivant established an outpost on the west bank of the Scioto. He named the hamlet Franklinton, after Benjamin Franklin. After Ohio was admitted to the Union as a state in 1803, state officials began searching for an appropriate site for the state capital, realizing that it should be centrally located.

In 1812 the state legislators selected a site near Franklinton to become the state capital, which would be named Columbus. The young town struggled during the following decades, as floods and a serious cholera outbreak limited its growth. By the early 1830s, however, when the National Road linked Columbus with Baltimore, Maryland, Columbus saw its fortunes rise. The completion of the Ohio and Erie Canal in 1832 also contributed to the city’s growth.

Meanwhile, as in other Ohio cities, an influx of German and Irish immigrants contributed to Columbus’s economic ascendancy. In 1850, the Columbus & Xenia Railroad became the first rail concern to serve Columbus. A year later, a second line linked the capital city to both Cincinnati and Cleveland. By 1860, Columbus was a growing city with an impressive industrial base, although this was not as important as the industrial bases in Cleveland or Cincinnati.

During the Civil War, pro-Union, pro-Lincoln sentiment ran fairly high, but there were clearly pockets of antiwar Democrats and those who did not champion Lincoln’s war program. Columbus sat at the geographical and ideological dividing line of Ohio. To the south, pro-Southern ideology was not unheard of; to the north, staunch Unionism was the rule.

Located in western Columbus was Camp Chase, a major induction and training center for Union volunteers and a prison camp for captured Confederate soldiers. Between 1861 and 1865, the facility processed some 150,000 soldiers and housed or processed as many as 25,000 prisoners of war. Meanwhile, Camp Thomas was established immediately to the north of Columbus, which became a major staging and training area for troops being sent to the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Camp Chase

Union mustering and prisoner-of-war facility in Columbus, Ohio. Established in May 1861, Camp Chase was named for former Ohio governor and secretary of the treasury Salmon P. Chase. As many as 150,000 Union soldiers passed through Camp Chase between 1861 and 1865, mustering into or out of the volunteer army, while some 25,000 Confederate prisoners were housed there or passed through the facility. Most of the Confederate detainees were from western military campaigns. Early on, Confederate officers and parolees were allowed to venture into Columbus, eat in restaurants, and register in hotels. Camp Chase also became a popular tourist attraction, and state officials even permitted group tours of the facility. By early 1863, however, such lax discipline resulted in the assumption of control by federal authorities, who quickly transferred officers interned at Camp Chase to Johnson’s Island Prison on Lake Erie. Rules were significantly tightened for the prisoners, all mail was censored, and public visitation was forbidden.

Conditions for prisoners housed at Camp Chase were far from ideal. Barracks designed for 4,000 men were jammed with as many as 7,000, food was meager and poor, and poorly drained muggy ground caused all sorts of health problems, as did contaminated water supplies and open latrines. Prisoners were often badly treated by ill-trained guards.

Toward the end of the war some improvements were made to Camp Chase, many of them by the prisoners themselves. Barracks facilities were expanded to accommodate 7,000 men, but influxes of new prisoners resulted in more overcrowding; by early 1865, the expanded barracks were housing as many as 9,400 men.

The precise number of detainees who died at Camp Chase is not known, but the adjacent cemetery, with 2,260 Confederate graves, is a grim testimonial to the high rate of deaths there from disease, malnutrition, and exposure. At least one smallpox outbreak ravaged the camp during the war.

Camp Chase was closed shortly after the war ended and was dismantled entirely in 1867. All that remains of the facility today is the Confederate cemetery, with 2,260 white headstones.
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Camp Dennison

Union mustering and training facility located some 15 miles north of Cincinnati near Indian Hill in what was then known as Germany, Ohio. The former site is now known as Camp Dennison. The land upon which the camp was constructed was personally selected by Ohio Militia major general George B. McClellan and was rented from several families at the rate of $12 to $20 per month for the duration of the war. McClellan chose the site because it was close to Cincinnati, a strategically important city; could draw freshwater from the adjacent Little Miami River; and was served by the Little Miami Railroad, the terminus of which was located along Cincinnati’s waterfront at the Ohio River.

On April 24, 1861, a land survey was conducted at the site, and within weeks some 1,500 new recruits from Camp Chase (Columbus, Ohio) had arrived and began construction on a large number of wooden barracks buildings. The barracks were situated on the southern side of the Little Miami Railroad and eventually housed at least 50,000 volunteer recruits, although Camp Dennison was capable of accommodating only about 12,000 men at any one time. Those who passed through the facility did not remain long; they were processed into the army there and received from a few weeks to a few months of training before being shipped off to the war front. In 1862 a hospital was built on the site that was capable of holding about 2,300 sick and wounded soldiers.

When Cincinnati was threatened by Confederate troop movements in Kentucky in September 1862, troops from Camp Dennison were rushed south via rail to bolster the city’s defenses. As it turned out, that threat never materialized. In July 1863 during Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan’s Ohio Raid, soldiers from Camp Dennison were once again dispatched to Cincinnati to deter a Confederate attack there. Morgan’s force turned back before reaching the city, however. Camp Dennison was closed at the end of the war in 1865, and the land upon which it was built was returned to its owners.
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Johnson’s Island Prison

Union prisoner-of-war camp opened in February 1862. Johnson’s Island Prison was constructed at a cost of $32,000 and was situated on a small island in Sandusky Bay (Lake Erie), approximately 1 mile offshore and 2.5 miles from Sandusky, Ohio. The island encompassed some 300 acres, almost half of which were forested. The facility itself covered 40 acres, located along the shoreline. The prison was initially intended to hold about 1,000 internees. The prison’s location was ideal because its remoteness from land made escape difficult. It was also close to major railheads, through which prisoners could be processed.

The facilities were typical of the day: each barracks building held 180 men, divided into three large rooms. The buildings measured 125 feet long and 24 feet wide; walls were 9 feet high. The cluster of barracks buildings was surrounded by high fence with a catwalk on the top and sentinel posts. In addition to the barracks, there were two mess halls, a hospital, a laundry facility, and a blockhouse outfitted with a howitzer. Guards lived on the premises in a separate area. Major (later lieutenant colonel) William S. Pierson commanded the prison.

In February 1862, the first captured Confederates began arriving at Johnson’s Island Prison; by the summer, there were already more prisoners than the facility had been designed to hold. Several more barracks buildings were hastily constructed. Prisoners reported that their housing was adequate, but they suffered from perennial shortages of food and clothes, especially during the winter months. Unlike a number of Civil War prisons, the facility’s population was made up almost entirely of Confederate officers, including at least 7 generals. By January 1863 the prison population had reached 2,000, and by February 1863 it was 2,300. This necessitated the use of tents for a number of inmates, which made life difficult during northern Ohio’s frigid weather.

In spite of the Spartan accommodations, Johnson’s Island was thought to be one of the best of the Union prisoner-of-war camps. It had a low death rate, and no major outbreaks of communicable diseases were reported during the prison’s existence. Prisoners organized their own government, held debates, and offered music, dance, and language lessons. There were some attempted escapes, but only a few succeeded. Although there were plans for a raid on the facility by Confederates from Canada, no such event occurred. In April 1865, Johnson’s Island held some 3,000 prisoners of war. By the end of June only a few remained, and by August 1 the facility had been emptied and closed.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Bickerdyke, Mary Ann Ball (1817–1901)

Hospital administrator and nurse. Mary Ann Ball was born on July 19, 1817, the daughter of Hiram and Annie Ball, on a farm in Knox County, Ohio. When Mary Ann was 17 months old her mother died, and she went to live with her maternal grandparents. Upon their deaths, she lived with her maternal uncle on a farm near Cincinnati, Ohio. Self-taught in the field of herbal medicine, she assisted doctors in Cincinnati during the cholera epidemic of 1837. Ball married Robert Bickerdyke, a widower with three boys, in 1847. The couple moved to Galesburg, Illinois, in 1856. After her husband’s death in 1859, Bickerdyke supported herself and her children by practicing botanic medicine.

In 1861 after hearing of the deplorable conditions at the military hospital at Cairo, Illinois, the members of Bickerdyke’s church collected $500 worth of supplies for the wounded soldiers, many of whom were from Galesburg. Church officials charged Bickerdyke with delivering the supplies to Cairo. Sensing a need for her services, she remained in Cairo and served as a volunteer nurse. Bickerdyke’s energy and concern for Union troops made her wildly popular with wounded soldiers, who fondly called her Mother Bickerdyke. Her ability to organize military hospitals, especially her concern for their sanitary conditions, was promptly brought to the attention of Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant.

Shortly after capturing Fort Donelson in February 1862, Grant, now a major general, brought Bickerdyke and fellow nurse Mary Jane Stafford to the field hospital at Fort Donelson. Bickerdyke eventually worked on the hospital ships administered by the Western Sanitary Commission that transported wounded soldiers and supplies on the Mississippi River and its tributaries. By the beginning of 1863, Bickerdyke was the chief of nursing for Grant’s troops. From April to July 1863, she accompanied Grant during the Second Vicksburg Campaign.
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Civil War nurse Mary Ann Ball Bickerdyke. She became known for her organization of Union military hospitals and the improvement of their sanitary conditions. (Linus Pierpont Brockett & Mary C. Vaughan, Woman’s Work in the Civil War: A Record of Heroism, Patriotism and Patience, 1867)

Bickerdyke routinely led campaigns to solicit supplies from the civilian population for wounded Union troops. Unfortunately, officers and surgeons frequently expropriated supplies designated for the wounded soldiers. Bickerdyke openly criticized Union officers and surgeons involved in this activity and reported their actions to Grant. Although many of Grant’s staff officers complained about the outspoken Bickerdyke’s disregard of military protocol, Grant, who claimed that he was unable to force her to conform to military procedures, consistently supported Bickerdyke. A highly resourceful and energetic nurse and administrator, Bickerdyke believed that it was her Christian duty to help the wounded soldiers as efficiently and quickly as possible.

As Grant’s forces plunged deeper into the Confederacy, Bickerdyke followed the troops and established hospitals along the way. By the end of the war, she had aided the wounded on 19 battlefields, participated in the establishment of hundreds of field hospitals, and was instrumental in saving the lives of thousands of wounded soldiers, frequently searching battlefields at night with a lantern for wounded soldiers. Her popularity was so immense that soldiers frequently welcomed her with frenzied cheers rivaling those awarded to Grant. Bickerdyke’s efforts even gained her accolades from Major General William Tecumseh Sherman, a man who routinely excluded women from his camp. Popular legend holds that Bickerdyke was the only woman Sherman ever welcomed into his camp. At the conclusion of the war, Sherman insisted that Bickerdyke ride at the head of XV Corps during the Grand Review of the Union armies in Washington, D.C.

Once the war ended, Bickerdyke settled in Salina, Kansas, with her sons and opened a boardinghouse and dining hall for war veterans moving to Kansas. She also assisted war veterans and volunteer nurses in their quest for pensions from the federal government. Bickerdyke eventually helped more than 300 female volunteer nurses earn federal pensions. Although she was a volunteer for the duration of the Civil War, the U.S. Congress in 1886 awarded Bickerdyke a $25 annual pension. Bickerdyke died at Bunker Hill, Kansas, on November 8, 1901.
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Brough, John (1811–1865)

Politician and governor of Ohio. John Brough was born on September 17, 1811, in Marietta, Ohio, and was orphaned at age 11. He became a printer’s apprentice and attended Ohio University part-time for several years. In 1833 Brough and his brother Charles purchased the Lancaster-based Ohio Eagle, a Democratic newspaper. In 1837 John Brough was elected to the Ohio House of Representatives. He then served as a state auditor from 1839 to 1845. In 1841 while Brough was still an auditor, he and his brother purchased the Cincinnati Advertiser and renamed it the Cincinnati Enquirer. After leaving the auditor’s office, Brough moved to Indiana and entered the railroad business, becoming president of the Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railroad in 1848. When the Civil War began, Brough was a War Democrat, supporting President Abraham Lincoln’s wartime measures.

In 1863 the Union Party nominated Brough for governor to face the highly controversial and divisive Clement L. Vallandigham. To the delight of Lincoln and Union supporters, Brough won by more than 100,000 votes. Once in office, he endorsed emancipation and encouraged other governors in the Midwest to provide Hundred Days’ Regiments for the Union in early 1864.

Brough briefly supported the efforts of fellow Ohioan Salmon P. Chase to unseat Lincoln as the Republican presidential nominee in 1864, but after that effort failed, Brough strongly backed Lincoln for reelection. After Lincoln’s victory and the end of the war, the Union Party fell apart, and Brough received little support to run again. In June 1865, Brough fell in the State House yard and badly sprained his ankle. Gangrene eventually set in, leading to his death on August 29, 1865, in Columbus. He thus never completed his term in office.
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Chase, Salmon Portland (1808–1873)

U.S. secretary of the treasury and chief justice of the United States. Born in Cornish, New Hampshire, on January 13, 1808, Salmon Portland Chase graduated from Dartmouth College in 1826. Interested in law, he went to Washington, D.C., where he studied under the supervision of U.S. attorney general William Wirt. Chase was admitted to the bar in 1829. The following year he moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he enjoyed a reputation as a thoughtful and meticulous lawyer. He also published a well-received annotated edition of Ohio case law, which was for many years considered the foremost work of its kind.

In Ohio, Chase became involved in politics, first with the Liberty Party and then the Free Soil Party, both of which advocated the abolition of slavery. In 1848 Chase was elected to represent Ohio in the U.S. Senate as a Free-Soiler. His tenure was championed by a coalition of Free-Soilers and independent Democrats who looked to him to block the Compromise of 1850 and the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. By the mid-1850s, Chase was identified as a radical abolitionist among his detractors and as a voice of studied moderation among his adherents.

After his unsuccessful attempt to block the divisive Kansas-Nebraska Act, which would finally be passed in May 1854, Chase coauthored “The Appeal of the Independent Democrats in Congress to the People of the United States,” which appeared in the New York Times in January 1854. A well-argued and well-structured article, it essentially laid out the foundation of the Republican Party. An early supporter of the Republican Party, Chase served as Ohio’s first Republican governor (1855–1859).

In 1860 Chase ran against Abraham Lincoln for the Republican presidential nomination. Chase was elected to the U.S. Senate that same year, but Lincoln tapped him to be secretary of the treasury in March 1861, an appointment that Chase accepted. Although often impatient with Lincoln and distrustful of Secretary of State William Seward, Chase nevertheless became an ally of both. To Lincoln, Chase was a godsend, as the former senator was able to harness his considerable political clout and sharp intellect to coax Congress into passing needed financial legislation that helped prosecute the war effort. As the war endured, Lincoln came to rely on Chase’s advice on military matters more than he did on that of his military secretaries.

Chase drew up and convinced Congress to pass legislation that created a national banking system, which stabilized the economy, created a market for government-issued bonds (the proceeds of which could go to the war effort), and established the basis for a uniform U.S. currency. Attempts to issue paper currency as legal tender, however, did not go over well. Chase in fact opposed the move but did not protest unduly when it was enacted. The currency depreciated rapidly, making it inferior to its alleged equal in specie, and it was spurned by many bankers, who did not believe in a government-issued currency tied to government bonds.

Although relatively loyal to Lincoln until 1864, Chase harbored grander ambitions and ultimately sought the presidency for himself. He repeatedly tried to resign his post, mainly to make a name for himself, but Lincoln steadfastly refused to accept his posturing. Still stinging from his defeat to Lincoln in 1860 and increasingly frustrated by Lincoln’s Reconstruction policies, in early 1864 Chase clandestinely agreed to allow his name to be touted as the Republican presidential nominee that year. The move was championed by his social-climbing daughter, Kate Chase Sprague, who likely played a role in the circulation of the Pomeroy Circular in February 1864. Disseminated widely and drafted by Republican senator Samuel Pomeroy, the circular spoke of Chase’s many fine qualities that made him the best choice for the presidency. In doing so, of course, President Lincoln was diminished. When the circular became public, an embarrassed Chase offered his resignation, but Lincoln refused to accept it. Nevertheless, Lincoln had lost his faith in Chase, and the relationship between the two men was in tatters.

Months later after Lincoln had all but sewn up the nomination, Chase again offered to resign. This time Lincoln accepted, to the surprise of Chase. By this point Chase’s expertise was not so badly needed, the federal government’s finances were stable, and Lincoln wanted Chase out of his cabinet. Nevertheless, Lincoln, always a pragmatist and hardly one to hold a grudge for long, appointed Chase to the U.S. Supreme Court in December 1864 to replace the deceased Chief Justice Roger Taney. Chase retained that post until his death in New York City on May 7, 1873.
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Dennison, William, Jr. (1815–1882)

Lawyer and governor of Ohio. William Dennison Jr. was born on November 23, 1815, in Cincinnati, Ohio, and graduated from Miami (Ohio) University in 1840. He subsequently studied law and commenced a legal practice in Columbus, Ohio. Dennison entered politics as a Whig in 1848, when he was first elected to the Ohio Senate. A progressive thinker, he worked hard to repeal his state’s so-called Black Laws and other discriminatory policies. In 1854 Dennison helped found the Republican Party of Ohio.

In 1859 Dennison ran for the Ohio governorship and won, taking office in January 1860. Once he was in office, his imperious manner soured a number of his erstwhile supporters. In 1861 when the Civil War began, Dennison’s lack of management experience initially hindered Ohio’s ability to mobilize for war and supply the Union with adequate numbers of troops. Although many in Washington, D.C., viewed Dennison with disdain, President Abraham Lincoln publicly lauded Dennison’s prowar stance and party fidelity.

As the war progressed, Dennison’s efforts became more effective. Indeed, he did a credible job of securing his state’s borders, appointed competent military leaders, raised more than 100,000 men for federal service, and tried to encourage pro-Union sentiments in the neighboring states of Kentucky and Virginia. In Kentucky, however, Dennison’s zealous courting of Unionists backfired, as the Lincoln administration had wanted that state to remain neutral. Dennison’s handling of state transportation and communications agencies ruffled many feathers, as did his uneven stewardship of state funds.

Because of his growing political problems, Dennison was not reelected in 1862. He was succeeded by David Tod, a War Democrat. In 1864 Lincoln named Dennison postmaster general, a post he held until 1866. He remained active in state politics thereafter but lost a U.S. Senate bid in 1880. Dennison died on June 15, 1882, following a long illness.
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Stanton, Edwin McMasters (1814–1869)

U.S. attorney general and secretary of war. Edwin McMasters Stanton was born in Steubenville, Ohio, on December 19, 1814. He attended Kenyon College for two years and then studied law on his own under the tutelage of an attorney in Columbus. Stanton was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1836.

Having practiced law successfully in both Ohio and Pennsylvania, Stanton moved to Washington, D.C. Indeed, his work as a federal government special counsel tasked with litigating bogus land claims in California caught the attention of the James Buchanan administration. In December 1860, President Buchanan appointed Stanton attorney general of the United States. When Abraham Lincoln became president in March 1861, Stanton left his post.

On January 15, 1862, Lincoln appointed Stanton secretary of war following Simon Cameron’s resignation on charges of mismanagement and corruption. A strong defender of the Union and an ardent patriot, Stanton eagerly accepted the offer, even though his salary went from a then astronomical $45,000 per year to $8,000 per year as a cabinet officer.
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Edwin M. Stanton was secretary of war under President Abraham Lincoln. A staunch Unionist, Stanton was determined to preserve the Union at any cost, and he often quarreled with Lincoln and with his successor, Andrew Johnson. (Library of Congress)

During the Civil War, Stanton was a major force within the War Department. He reorganized the way in which it did business by establishing stringent guidelines governing the system of competition for contracts. He also established the policy for regulating the Union railroad system and placed all telegraph operations under the department’s control. Not surprisingly, his drive for efficiency and honesty made him as many enemies as friends. Nevertheless, his formidable administrative skills impressed friend and foe alike.

Stanton played a key role in the appointment and removal of Union Army commanders. The most celebrated instance of this came when he requested that his former friend, Major General George McClellan, be relieved of his command for repeated failures to take the offensive. Stanton oversaw all military operations and, along with Lincoln, helped shaped Union military strategy. Stanton also pressured the president to issue the Emancipation Proclamation and to enlist African American troops.

In 1864 Stanton left the Democratic Party and became a Republican. The assassination of Lincoln shocked Stanton, despite a rather testy relationship between the two men by that time. Stanton briefly assumed control of the government until Vice President Andrew Johnson took the oath of office on April 15, 1865.

When Reconstruction began, Stanton remained as head of the War Department and oversaw the demobilization of the Union armies. At first he supported Johnson’s more lenient Reconstruction policy until reports of violence against freedmen became known. With U.S. Army commanding general Ulysses S. Grant at his side, Stanton tried to convince Johnson to accept Congress’s Reconstruction plan and even supported Johnson’s veto of the Tenure of Office Act.

Johnson’s ultimate refusal to change his views on Reconstruction policies forced Stanton into an alliance with congressional members, and Johnson’s opposition to the First and Second Reconstruction Acts pushed him to support more radical policies. With Grant, Stanton drafted the Third Reconstruction Act, which removed the armies in the South from the president’s control. When Johnson demanded that Stanton resign, the secretary of war refused. On August 11, 1867, Johnson replaced him with Grant. Congress, however, promptly ordered Stanton restored to his office under the terms of the Tenure of Office Act. Grant immediately stepped down, and Stanton resumed his duties. In February 1868 Johnson again sought to replace Stanton, causing Stanton to blockade himself in his office. Meanwhile, on February 22, 1868, the House of Representatives voted to impeach Johnson for violating the Tenure of Office Act.

Throughout the impeachment proceedings, Stanton remained in office. After the Senate acquitted Johnson, Stanton resigned on May 26, 1868, and returned to private life. When a seat on the U.S. Supreme Court became available in 1869, President Grant appointed Stanton to the post in appreciation for his friendship and service. Before he could assume his place on the Supreme Court, however, Stanton died of an asthma attack on December 24, 1869, in Washington, D.C.
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Tod, David (1805–1868)

Attorney, businessman, and governor of Ohio. David Tod was born on February 21, 1805, in Youngstown, Ohio. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1827. Tod soon made a considerable fortune as a lawyer for several large coal and iron concerns, and he also became involved in the railroad industry, serving for a time as president of an Ohio railroad. As a Democrat, he entered politics in 1838 when he was elected to the Ohio Senate. Tod was an unsuccessful gubernatorial candidate in 1843 and 1845 and served as U.S. minister to Brazil (1847–1857).

Although a Democrat, Tod supported the war effort and the Abraham Lincoln administration. In the autumn of 1861, Tod was nominated as the National Union Party’s gubernatorial candidate. Thus, he became the head of a new political coalition that included Republicans and many so-called War Democrats. Tod went on to win the election and was sworn in as governor in January 1862.

Tod’s job was far from easy, as he faced an immediate challenge from the state’s growing faction of Copperheads (Peace Democrats). He also struggled to fulfill his state’s troop quotas, ultimately turning to the payment of high enlistment bounties that proved controversial and that his detractors claimed would bankrupt the state treasury. In an attempt to pay for the bounties, his administration invoked high commutation penalties against draft dodgers. This too rankled his critics. Perhaps most controversial was Tod’s suggestion that Copperheads and war opponents be arrested and detained for disloyalty.

On May 5, 1863, Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, commander of the Union Department of the Ohio, ordered the arrest of Clement L. Vallandigham, a Democratic U.S. congressman from Ohio and a vociferous opponent of Tod and the Union war effort. The arrest caused a furor, particularly among antiwar Democrats, and Tod was almost driven from office. With his popularity at low ebb, he did not receive his party’s nomination for reelection in 1863 and left office in January 1864. Tod then resumed his legal practice and business activities but continued to express his support for Lincoln and the war effort.

In early July 1864 after Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase had resigned his post, President Lincoln offered the job to Tod. Tod demurred, explaining that poor health and his business concerns prevented him from taking a position of such importance. Tod was a Republican presidential elector in the election of 1868 and died of a stroke on November 13, 1868, in Youngstown, Ohio.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Knepper, George W. Ohio and Its People. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1989.

Trester, Delmer J. “The Political Career of David Tod.” MA thesis, Ohio State University, 1950.

Vallandigham, Clement Laird (1820–1871)

Prominent political leader of the Copperheads (Peace Democrats). Clement Laird Vallandigham was born on July 29, 1820, in New Lisbon (now Lisbon), Ohio. He attended Jefferson College (now Washington and Jefferson College) in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1842 and established a practice in Dayton, Ohio. Vallandigham was elected to the Ohio legislature in 1845 and 1846 and became the editor of the local Democratic newspaper, the Dayton Empire.

Although personally opposed to slavery, Vallandigham believed that adherence to the U.S. Constitution left the issue of emancipation up to the individual states and not the federal government. After two unsuccessful efforts as the Democratic candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1852 and 1854, he won a contested race on his third try in 1856, was seated in May 1858, and was reelected by narrow margins in November 1858 and in 1860.

In the House, Vallandigham supported various compromise efforts to avoid the Civil War. Although he disagreed with Stephen A. Douglas’s popular sovereignty solution to the issue of extending slavery into the territories, Vallandigham supported Douglas for president in 1860 on the grounds that he was the most viable candidate to defeat Republican Abraham Lincoln. When fighting began in April 1861, Vallandigham opposed all efforts to increase the size of the Union Army and vigorously attacked Republican Party leaders as the perpetrators of the violence. He campaigned for reelection in 1862 on the slogan that he hoped the national Democratic Party would adopt: “To maintain the Constitution as it is, and to restore the Union as it was.” Although Vallandigham attracted large crowds of supporters and became known as the leader of the Copperheads, he was soundly defeated.

Increasingly outspoken as the war continued, Vallandigham became the leader of the antiwar group known as the Sons of Liberty and urged young men to refuse to serve in the Union Army. In a political speech delivered in Ohio in May 1863, he declared that the real reason for the Civil War was not to save the Union but instead to free blacks and enslave whites. The speech infuriated Major General Ambrose Burnside, Union military commander of the Department of the Ohio. He had Vallandigham arrested and tried by a military court on grounds of treason for “declaring sympathies for the enemy.” Vallandigham was sentenced to imprisonment for the remainder of the war. The arrest and trial of a political opponent was an embarrassment to Lincoln, however. In order to avoid making Vallandigham into a martyr, Lincoln commuted his sentence and exiled him to the Confederacy.

Vallandigham escaped from the Confederacy to Bermuda and then to Ontario, Canada, where he remained until he decided to risk returning in order to participate in the election of 1864. Lincoln chose to ignore Vallandigham’s return. The Democratic Party platform in 1864 contained a demand for the immediate cessation of hostilities and the pursuit of a negotiated settlement of the war, largely as a result of Vallandigham’s efforts. The Union victories of 1864 doomed the Democrats’ chances for winning the presidency and destroyed Vallandigham’s national influence.

Vallandigham remained active in Democratic Party politics for the rest of his life but was never elected to public office again. He died on June 17, 1871, in Lebanon, Ohio, from an accidental shooting.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Buell, Don Carlos (1818–1898)

Union officer. Don Carlos Buell was born in Marietta, Ohio, on March 23, 1818. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841, and was commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to the 3rd Infantry Regiment. He first saw fighting in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and was promoted to first lieutenant during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), when he distinguished himself in service under Major Generals Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott, winning two brevets. Following the war, Buell was assigned to the Office of the Adjutant General and by 1861 was a lieutenant colonel and was posted to California as adjutant general of the Department of the Pacific.

Following the beginning of the Civil War, Buell was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers in May 1861 and assigned to help organize the defenses of Washington, D.C. That August he was assigned to the Army of the Potomac to command a division under Major General George McClellan. In November, Buell succeeded Brigadier General William T. Sherman as commander of the Department of the Ohio. Ordered to Tennessee, Buell’s forces moved slowly but captured Nashville on February 25, the first Confederate capital to fall to Union forces. Promoted to major general in March and dispatched to assist forces under Major General Ulysses S. Grant in a drive on Corinth, Mississippi, Buell arrived with his men at Pittsburg Landing on the evening of April 6, 1862. These reinforcements helped to reverse the tide of battle and brought a Union victory the next day in the bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7). Buell subsequently claimed that he, rather than Grant, was responsible for the victory.

From this point forward, things did not go well for Buell. He was always a cautious commander, and his campaigning in both Tennessee and Kentucky was marked by delays and missed opportunities. In advancing his four divisions toward Chattanooga along the Memphis & Charleston Railroad, in three weeks he progressed only 90 miles from Corinth. His movements were further stalled by activities of Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest, who maneuvered behind Buell and attacked Murfreesboro on July 13. Confederate cavalry also attacked a number of bridges south of Nashville. In August 1862 Buell’s supply lines were once more struck, this time by Confederate colonel John Hunt Morgan, who blocked a railway tunnel north of Nashville to sever Buell’s communications. Buell’s evacuation of central Tennessee in September when Confederate forces under General Braxton Bragg and Major General Kirby Smith invaded Kentucky, despite the fact that Buell’s force was superior to his enemy in numbers, brought heavy criticism in the Northern press. At the end of September, Buell was informed that Major General George Thomas had been selected to replace him. However, Thomas pointed out that Buell was ready to take the offensive, and the order was rescinded.

At Perryville, Kentucky, on October 8, 1862, Buell blundered into General Braxton Bragg’s army. Both sides committed troops piecemeal into what became a bloody battle. Ultimately Bragg withdrew back into Tennessee. Buell’s failure to pursue Bragg, on a claim of supply shortages, enraged both Washington and the Northern public, and he was relieved of his command on October 24, replaced by Major General William S. Rosecrans. Buell’s conduct during this period was investigated by the army, and although a report was produced, it was never officially published.

Buell moved to Indianapolis to await a further command. Although he was offered several postings, he turned them down because he would be serving under officers whom he believed he outranked. Accordingly, on May 23, 1864, he resigned from the volunteers and left the regular army on June 1. Buell subsequently supported George McClellan in his campaign against Abraham Lincoln in the presidential election of November 1864.

Following the war, Buell lived in Indiana and Kentucky. From 1865 to 1870 he was president of the Green River Iron Company, and from 1885 to 1889 he served as a government pension agent in Louisville, Kentucky. Buell died in Rockport, Kentucky, on November 19, 1898.
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Grant, Ulysses Simpson (1822–1885)

U.S. general in chief and president of the United States. Born in Point Pleasant, Ohio, on April 27, 1822, Hiram Ulysses Grant grew up on his father’s farm. Securing appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, Grant discovered that his name had been changed to Ulysses Simpson (his mother’s maiden name) Grant, which he kept. Grant graduated from West Point in 1843, having excelled only in horsemanship.
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A tenacious and offensive-minded  commander, Ulysses S. Grant was in April 1864 named general-in-chief of the armies of the United States with the revived rank of lieutenant general. He then accompanied his principal force, the Army of the Potomac in the field. (United States Army Military History Institute)

Grant served with distinction in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). As regimental quartermaster, he saw action under Major General Zachary Taylor in northern Mexico in the Battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and Monterrey. Transferred to Major General Winfield Scott’s command in March 1847, Grant fought in the Battles of Cerro Gordo, Churubusco, and Molino del Rey. After the latter battle, he was brevetted first lieutenant for gallantry. Grant received a second brevet, to captain, following the Battle of Chapultepec. He was promoted to first lieutenant in September 1847.

After the war Grant was on duty in California, where he was promoted to captain in August 1853. Bored and upset at being separated from his wife, he drank heavily and was forced to resign from the army in July 1854, reportedly to avoid a court-martial. Grant returned to his family in Missouri but was unsuccessful as a farmer and in selling real estate. His father gave him a position as a clerk in the family leather store in Galena, Illinois.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Grant secured a colonelcy of volunteers and command of the 21st Illinois Infantry Regiment in June. Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers, he received command of the Southwest Missouri Military District that September. Grant distinguished himself in the early fighting in Kentucky, where he took Paducah without waiting for authorization that September, and in Missouri, where he fought an indecisive battle against the Confederates at Belmont on November 7 but virtually secured that state for the Union. In December he took command at Cairo, Illinois, from which base he launched his invasion of Tennessee.

In the subsequent Union river campaigns, Grant worked well with his naval counterpart, Flag Officer Andrew Hull Foote. Grant and Foote finally persuaded their superior, Major General Henry Halleck, to allow them to attack Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, which fell to Foote’s gunboats on February 6, 1862, before Grant’s men could arrive overland. Grant then invested nearby Fort Donelson on the Cumberland, forcing it to surrender unconditionally on February 16. Now known as “Unconditional Surrender Grant” for the victory, he received promotion to major general of volunteers.

Grant was preparing to attack Corinth, Mississippi, when he was surprised by Confederates under General Albert Sidney Johnston at Shiloh on April 6, 1862. In the ensuing battle, Grant rallied his men and managed to hold. Reinforced by troops under Major General Don Carlos Buell that night, Grant counterattacked the next day and won the victory.

Pressed to relieve Grant over Shiloh, President Abraham Lincoln replied, “I cannot spare this man; he fights.” Demoted by a jealous Halleck, Grant served as second-in-command in Halleck’s snail’s pace advance on Corinth. Given command of the Army of the Tennessee that October, Grant set his sights on capturing the Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg on the Mississippi River. The Confederates rebuffed his efforts to take the city from the north, but Grant then decided to strike from the south. In a daring maneuver accompanied by Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter’s gunboats, Grant passed his men by Vicksburg on the Louisiana shore, then ferried them across the river to the Mississippi side on April 30. Disregarding Halleck’s instructions to await reinforcements, Grant cut loose from his base at Grand Gulf and moved north, taking Jackson on May 14, 1863, and then destroying it as a communications center. He then engaged Confederate forces under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, who sallied from Vicksburg, winning the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) and forcing Pemberton back into Vicksburg. After initial assaults failed, Grant laid siege to Vicksburg, taking the city on July 4, 1863, in one of the biggest Union victories of the war.

Appointed major general in the regular army and given command of the Military Division of the Mississippi on October 4, 1863, Grant directed the relief of the city of Chattanooga, Tennessee, and then, reinforced, broke the Confederate siege of Chattanooga during October 25–28 and drove the Confederates under General Braxton Bragg from both Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge on November 24–25.

Named commanding general of the armies of the United States with the recently authorized rank of lieutenant general in March 1864, Grant opened a multipronged offensive against the Confederates, with the main effort coming in Virginia against Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in the so-called Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Grant campaigned there with Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac. A series of rebuffs followed, but Grant kept pressing the attack. Following bloody engagements at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), Grant attempted to get in behind Lee at Petersburg but failed. Grant then laid siege to Petersburg in the longest such operation of the war (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The victory in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) sealed the fate of Richmond and Petersburg. With his forces being starved into submission, Lee broke free and headed west but was forced to surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. Grant’s generous terms helped the healing process and set the tone for the other surrenders to follow.

Following the war, Grant continued as commanding general of the army and was advanced to full general by an act of Congress in July 1866. He served as interim secretary of war (August 1867–January 1868) before being drawn into politics full-time. Grant has been regarded as a controversial figure for his supposed failure as president. Elected in November 1868 as a Republican to the first of his two terms in office (1869–1877), he was personally honest, but his administration was wracked by scandal. Grant remained popular, however. Becoming bankrupt after leaving the presidency when a brokerage firm failed, Grant developed throat cancer but struggled to complete his memoirs in order to provide for his family financially. He completed the task only two days before his death at Mount McGregor, New York, on July 23, 1885. His Memoirs (1885) proved to be a great literary success and reveal the depth of his intelligence and character. A bold, aggressive commander who avoided hunting because he hated killing things, Grant eschewed military ceremony and dress. A highly effective strategist, he could see the overall situation clearly and determine the correct course of action. His relentless hammering of Confederate forces ended the Civil War.
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Rosecrans, William Starke (1819–1898)

Union officer. Born in Delaware County, Ohio, on September 6, 1819, William Starke Rosecrans graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. He entered the Corps of Engineers and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1853, but in 1854 he left the army to pursue a career in business and engineering.

With the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, Rosecrans returned to uniform, joining the staff of Major General George B. McClellan. Rosecrans was appointed a brigadier general in the regular army in May 1861 and as McClellan’s chief subordinate was the real author of most of the success in the autumn 1861 campaign in western Virginia, although McClellan appropriated all of the credit. An embittered Rosecrans sought transfer to the western theater rather than continued service under McClellan.

Assigned to the Army of the Mississippi, Rosecrans participated in the slow advance toward and siege of Corinth, Mississippi. After the capture of Corinth on May 30, 1862, Rosecrans rose to command the Army of the Mississippi, which remained in northern Mississippi under the overall command of Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Late that summer a small Confederate army under the command of Major General Sterling Price advanced toward Iuka. Grant prepared a counterstroke against Price, but Rosecrans talked him into making the attack a two-pronged affair aimed at trapping the Confederates. Grant agreed, but Rosecrans could not get his force into position to attack on time. When he finally did so on September 19, the Confederates held Rosecrans off while their force escaped. Grant’s force, prevented from hearing the sounds of Rosecrans’s battle, did not get into the fight.

Two and a half weeks later Price’s army, combined with one of similar size under Major General Earl Van Dorn, moved under Van Dorn’s command to attempt to recapture Corinth, which Rosecrans defended. The Confederates attacked on October 3 and 4, 1862. Rosecrans handled his troops poorly and showed definite signs of panic. Nevertheless, the stubbornness of his troops secured victory. Rosecrans made no attempt to pursue and trap the defeated Confederates until it was too late. Grant never forgave Rosecrans for this second lapse within the space of a month.

What was visible from the perspective of Washington, however, was not Rosecrans’s serious shortcomings but rather the fact that Corinth had been a Union victory. As a result, President Abraham Lincoln tapped Rosecrans, appointed major general of volunteers, to take over the army that Major General Don Carlos Buell had mismanaged during the just-concluded Kentucky Campaign. On October 27, 1862, Rosecrans assumed command of that army, which was in Nashville, and christened it the Army of the Cumberland.

Rosecrans knew that Lincoln wanted aggressive action. A few weeks later when Rosecrans learned from a Chattanooga newspaper that the Confederate army under General Braxton Bragg had been weakened by the transfer of one-fourth of its infantry to Mississippi, he decided to attack. Rosecrans met Bragg’s army just outside Murfreesboro, Tennessee, along the banks of Stones River on December 31, 1862, and again on January 2, prevailing in one of the fiercest and bloodiest battles of the war. The Confederates retreated about 40 miles to Tullahoma.

The victory, coming in the midst of a season of Union defeats, was a political godsend for Lincoln, but the president’s gratitude wore thin as Rosecrans kept his army idle for the next six months. At last in late June, Rosecrans advanced again and in a nine-day campaign of maneuver forced Bragg to fall back another 80 miles to Chattanooga.

After another six-week pause, Rosecrans again advanced and again succeeded in turning Bragg and forcing him to retreat to La Fayette, Georgia. Rosecrans, however, thought Bragg was falling back all the way to Atlanta and pursued aggressively with his corps widely spread. In fact, Rosecrans’s earlier delays had allowed Richmond to reinforce Bragg’s force, which now outnumbered the Army of the Cumberland. The Confederate counterstroke fell at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). On the last day of the battle, Rosecrans gave an ill-conceived order that created a gap in his line just as the Confederates were launching a major assault. His army was routed except for a large contingent under Major General George Thomas, which held its ground until, close to nightfall, Rosecrans ordered it to retreat.

After Chickamauga, Rosecrans was a broken man. He pulled his troops back into Chattanooga and allowed Bragg to place him under virtual siege there. Lincoln observed that Rosecrans was acting “confused and stunned, like a duck hit on the head.” The president assigned Major General Ulysses S. Grant to command of all Union armies west of the Appalachians with authority to retain Rosecrans in command of the Army of the Cumberland or to dismiss him. Grant made the obvious choice. Later in the war Rosecrans held a minor command in Missouri. He resigned from the army in 1867.

Rosecrans next served as U.S. minister to Mexico (1868–1869). He returned to his California ranch before serving in the U.S. House of Representative (1881–1885). He then held a position in the Treasury Department until 1893. Rosecrans died at home in Redondo Beach, California, on March 11, 1898.
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Sheridan, Philip Henry (1831–1888)

Union officer. Born in Albany, New York, to Irish immigrant parents probably on March 6, 1831 (the date and place of birth are not known with certainty), Philip Henry Sheridan grew up in Somerset, Ohio. Too young to serve in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Suspended for one year for disciplinary reasons, Sheridan graduated in 1853 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the infantry. He then served with the 1st Infantry Regiment in Texas and with the 4th Infantry Regiment in Oregon, being promoted to first lieutenant in March 1861 on the eve of the Civil War.

Assigned to the western theater, Sheridan was promoted to captain in May 1861 and served in the 13th Infantry Regiment in southwestern Missouri and then served as quartermaster for Department of the Missouri commander Major General Henry W. Halleck during the Corinth Campaign (May 3–30, 1862). Sheridan intensely disliked staff duty and secured a transfer to the volunteer establishment as colonel of the 2nd Michigan Cavalry in May. His subsequent victory at Booneville, Mississippi, on July 1, 1862, earned him promotion to brigadier general of volunteers that September.

Sheridan commanded an infantry division and distinguished himself in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) in Kentucky and especially at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he perhaps saved from defeat Major General William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland. For this action, Sheridan was promoted to major general of volunteers (March 1863 with date of rank from December 31, 1862). In the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Sheridan gained laurels while in command of a division of XX Corps in the Army of the Cumberland when, after his command was caught up in the breakthrough and routed, he participated in the stand that saved the army. His men played a key role in the Union victory of the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863), assaulting Missionary Ridge.

When Ulysses S. Grant was promoted to lieutenant general and became the army’s general in chief, he selected Sheridan to command the Army of the Potomac’s Cavalry Corps of three divisions and 10,000 men. During the spring and summer of 1864, Sheridan’s men won a number of victories against the weakened Confederate cavalry. Sheridan’s forces took part in Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), disrupting Confederate lines of communication, including tearing up sections of railroad track and destroying telegraph lines. Sheridan was victorious in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864) in Virginia, where Confederate cavalry commander Major General James E. B. Stuart was mortally wounded. Sheridan’s forces were defeated in the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864), however.

In August, Grant gave Sheridan command of the Middle Military Division and its field force, the Army of the Shenandoah, and instructed him to drive the Confederates from the Shenandoah Valley and destroy any supplies that might be of use to the Confederacy. Sheridan tangled with Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Jubal Early in the Shenandoah Valley and defeated Early in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864). For this accomplishment, Sheridan was advanced to brigadier general in the regular army.
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Major General Philip H. Sheridan was a capable Union cavalry commander during the Civil War. He secured Union control of Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley and played a key role in the April 1865 pursuit of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia that culminated in its surrender. In 1883 he became general-in-chief of the U.S. Army. (Library of Congress)

Sheridan was away and his army was caught off guard when Early attacked at Cedar Creek (October 18, 1864). Riding to the sound of the guns, Sheridan galloped south from Winchester (Sheridan’s Ride) and helped to rally his army to victory. He then proceeded to lay waste to the Shenandoah Valley, depriving the Confederates of much-needed supplies. The extent of this destruction is seen in his boast that “A crow couldn’t fly from Winchester to Staunton without taking its rations along.”

Promoted to major general in the regular army (November 1864), Sheridan finished off Early in the Battle of Waynesboro (March 2, 1865) in Virginia and then marched with his cavalry to Petersburg, where he rejoined Grant. Sheridan played a major role in the final defeat of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, routing the Confederates in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1) and the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6) near Farmville, Virginia, before trapping Lee’s army near Appomattox Court House, leading to the Confederate surrender on April 9, 1865.

Sheridan was then ordered to Texas with a large force to encourage the French to quit Mexico. He remained in Texas as commander of the Military Division of the Gulf (May 1865–March 1867) and then commanded the Fifth Military District of Louisiana and Texas (March 1867), but his harsh policies soon brought his removal (September 1867).

Sheridan then took over the Department of the Missouri (September 1867) and in that capacity was responsible for the federal effort against the hostile western Indians. When Grant became president and William T. Sherman moved up to command the army as a full general, Sheridan was promoted to lieutenant general (March 1869) and assumed command of the vast Military Division of the Missouri.

Sheridan then traveled to Europe, where he was an official observer attached to the Prussian Army during the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871). Returning to the United States, he directed the campaign against the Sioux that resulted in the Battle of the Little Big Horn (June 25–26, 1876).

Sheridan succeeded Sherman as commanding general of the Army (1883) and was promoted to general (June 1888). Sheridan died at Nonquitt, Massachusetts, on August 5, 1888. Known as “Little Phil,” Sheridan was blunt and outspoken. He was also industrious, offensive-minded, aggressive, and a superb tactical commander.
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Sherman, William Tecumseh (1820–1891)

Union officer. Born in Lancaster, Ohio, on February 8, 1820, William Tecumseh Sherman graduated 5th in his class of 42 from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery. He fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida and was promoted to first lieutenant (November 1841). During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sherman was a staff officer under Colonel Stephen Kearny in California, winning a brevet promotion to captain. Sherman made permanent captain two years later, in June 1850.

Resigning his commission in 1853, Sherman became the agent for a St. Louis–based banking firm, but the parent bank failed in 1857. He then briefly practiced law in Kansas and was superintendent of the Alexandria Military Academy (later Louisiana State University) during 1859–1861. Sherman had great affection for the South, but when Louisiana seceded from the Union, he resigned his position in January 1861 and moved to St. Louis.

Sherman reentered the U.S. Army as colonel of the new 13th Infantry Regiment in May 1861 and commanded a brigade in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). Appointed a brigadier general of volunteers that August, he was ordered to the western theater to help hold Kentucky for the Union. There his eccentric behavior prompted questions about his sanity. Temporarily relieved of his duties, he returned in Major General Henry W. Halleck’s Department of the Missouri in February 1862 and assumed command of the Cairo Military District, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant’s former post.
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Major General William T. Sherman was a close associate of Union General-in-Chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who effectively gave him command of the Western Theater. After taking Atlanta, Sherman led a “march to the sea,” cutting a wide swath of destruction across the South. Sherman believed that destroying property would likely bring the war to a speedier end than would the taking of lives. (Library of Congress)

Assuming command of a division in Grant’s Army of the Tennessee, Sherman distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was slightly wounded. Promoted to major general of volunteers in May, he developed a close friendship with Grant and by that summer was Grant’s principal subordinate. Sherman participated in Halleck’s Corinth Campaign (May 3–30 1862) and then the effort to take Vicksburg, where he was rebuffed in fighting north of the city in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 28–29, 1862). Sherman then led II Corps of the Army of the Mississippi and took part in the capture of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (January 11, 1863). His force having transferred to the Army of the Tennessee as XV Corps, Sherman aided Grant in the capture of Vicksburg (July 4, 1863), for which Sherman was promoted to regular army brigadier general in July.

When Grant took charge in the western theater, he assigned Sherman command of the Army of the Tennessee in October 1863. Sherman then led the Union left wing in the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25). When Grant became Union Army general in chief, Sherman took command of the Military Division of the Mississippi in March 1864, for all practical purposes overall command of the western theater.

With his Armies of the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and the Ohio, Sherman launched a campaign against General Joseph E. Johnston’s Confederate Army of Tennessee in May 1864, driving toward Atlanta, Georgia. Sherman made steady, if slow (100 miles in 74 days), progress against Johnston, who was replaced by General John Bell Hood in July. Sherman also won a series of battles against the offensive-minded Hood before resorting to a siege and ultimately occupying the major rail center of Atlanta on September 2. For this accomplishment, Sherman received the Thanks of Congress and promotion to regular army major general.

Destroying such military stocks as would not be of use to him and detaching part of his force to deal with Hood in Tennessee, Sherman began his March to the Sea on November 16, 1864. He was very much a modern general in the sense that he practiced total war, and he believed that destroying property would likely bring the war to a speedier end than would the taking of lives. Sherman encouraged his armies to forage liberally off the land, cutting a wide swath of destruction through Georgia. Reaching the coast, his forces occupied Savannah on December 21, 1864.

Turning northward, Sherman began a drive through the Carolinas on February 1, 1865, taking Columbia, South Carolina, on February 17. The city was burned, but retreating Confederate troops rather than Sherman were probably to blame. After a few last engagements, Sherman accepted the surrender of the Confederate field army under General Johnston near Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 26.

Following the war, in June 1865 Sherman took command of the Division of the Missouri. When Grant was promoted to general in July 1866, Sherman was advanced to lieutenant general, and when Grant became president in March 1869, Sherman moved up to become commanding general of the army as a full general. During his years in command, the army successfully prosecuted wars with Native Americans in the West. Here a chief concern was to protect the railroads. Sherman also practiced against the Native Americans the same sort of war as he had in 1864–1865, seeking to destroy food stocks and other resources in order to bring the fighting to a speedier conclusion. At the same time, however, he strongly opposed speculators and corrupt Indian agents who profited at Native American expense.

On June 19, 1879, Sherman delivered his “War Is Hell” speech at West Point. As commanding general, he took a deep interest in professionalism as well as military education, establishing the School of Application for Infantry and Cavalry (today the Command and General Staff College) at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1881. He also encouraged the publication of military journals. Sherman stepped down as commanding general on November 1, 1883. He retired from the army on February 8, 1884, and lived in New York City. His two volumes of memoirs, The Memoirs of General William T. Sherman, are, like the man who wrote them, plainspoken and direct. After retirement he refused to run for president on the Republican ticket.

Sherman died in New York City on February 14, 1891. An intelligent and aggressive commander, who is often credited with originating modern total war, Sherman was also an able administrator and a notable military reformer.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/RAIDS

Cincinnati, Defense of (September 3–13, 1862)

Event related to the 1862 Confederate invasion of Kentucky. Following his victory in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862), Confederate major general Edmund Kirby Smith occupied Lexington on September 2. The next day he detached Brigadier General Henry Heth and four brigades to capture Covington, Kentucky, and Cincinnati, Ohio, while the remainder of his army took possession of Frankfort, Paris, and Cynthiana, Kentucky. Cincinnati, a city with a population of 161,044, was a key communication center for Union military operations. Union major general Horatio Wright, commanding in the region, ordered Major General Lew Wallace to take charge there and prepare for an attack.

Meanwhile, Ohio governor David Tod ordered the state’s adjutant general to send all available troops to the defense of Cincinnati and instructed the state quartermaster to send 5,000 muskets to equip militiamen. Tod also traveled from Columbus to Cincinnati to assist Wallace. Sixty-five Ohio counties mustered their militias for service, sending 15,766 men to defend Cincinnati. On September 2 after consulting with the mayors of Cincinnati, Newport, and Covington, Kentucky, Wallace declared martial law. When his proclamation appeared in the city newspapers the following day, citizens enthusiastically endorsed it.

Thousands of able-bodied men mustered for labor or military service and began strengthening the already-existing fortifications around Newport and Covington. Overnight, soldiers constructed a pontoon bridge over the Ohio River to expedite the movement of men and equipment. Price Hill, Mount Adams, and other important points within Cincinnati were also fortified. Wallace also seized and armed six steamboats.

Two days after he declared martial law, Wallace lifted his proclamation. He had learned that Union major general Don Carlos Buell had moved into central Kentucky with 37,000 men and was threatening Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s army there. Bragg had ordered Kirby Smith to join him, and thus the threat to Cincinnati had vanished. Nevertheless, Wallace continued to man the defensive works of the city until September 10, earning him the nickname “Savior of Cincinnati.”
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Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–26, 1863)

Unsuccessful Confederate cavalry raid into the Northern states led by Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan. Morgan had long considered making a cavalry raid into the Northern states to disrupt Union communications and supply lines. In June 1863, with one Union army besieging Vicksburg, Mississippi, and another preparing to move against Confederate forces in Tennessee, Morgan decided that the time was ripe to undertake such an operation.

Knowing that his superiors would no doubt consider the raid reckless and withhold their approval, Morgan deceived them by requesting permission to attack Louisville, Kentucky, with a contingent of 2,000 men. Once permission was granted, Morgan set out from Alexandria, Tennessee, with more than 2,400 cavalrymen and four guns. He intended to head north through Kentucky, cross the Ohio River, and march eastward across Indiana and Ohio, eventually returning to Confederate territory. Morgan believed that swift movement would prevent Union forces from concentrating against him.

On July 2, Morgan brushed aside a small force of Union cavalry at Burkesville, Kentucky, and crossed the Cumberland River. The next day, however, he encountered stiffer resistance from Union infantry at Tebbs Bend on Green River and lost 35 killed and 40 wounded in an unsuccessful attempt to cross. Morgan crossed elsewhere, reached Lebanon on the morning of July 5, and, following several hours of fighting, forced nearly 400 Union troops to surrender.

Morgan arrived in Brandenburg on July 8 and crossed the Ohio River into Indiana on two steamboats that an advance party had seized the previous day. During the next five days, Morgan’s cavalry raced across the state destroying bridges, railroad track, and other transportation facilities and plundering civilian property. The raiders entered Ohio on July 13.

Certain that the Union commander in the region, Major General Ambrose Burnside, would concentrate forces north of Cincinnati to intercept the Confederates, Morgan skirted past the city, covering 95 miles in 32 hours. Despite exhausting his horses, Morgan continued at a rapid pace, believing that he had outdistanced any pursuers. The Ohio Militia obstructed roads and skirmished with the Confederates but did little to slow Morgan’s march.

Unknown to Morgan, however, Colonel Edward Hobson’s two brigades of Union cavalry had been only 24 hours behind the Confederates since July 6. Meanwhile, Burnside had anticipated that Morgan would attempt to cross the Ohio into West Virginia at Buffington Island and had ordered other troops and gunboats to converge there.

When Morgan reached Buffington on July 19, he found the gunboat Moose blocking his path. The gunboat’s fire overwhelmed Morgan’s artillery, and nearby Union troops took advantage of the confusion and attacked. Hobson’s cavalry arrived during the battle, charged, and dispersed the Confederates. Morgan escaped with part of his command, leaving behind 100 killed or wounded and 700 prisoners.

That evening, 300 of Morgan’s men crossed the Ohio at Belleville before the Moose steamed up to block the river. Morgan and his remaining troops then continued their flight northward but were finally captured on July 26 at West Point, Ohio. Morgan’s 1,100-mile raid through enemy territory accomplished little. The Confederates inflicted only minor damage, and the cost was excessive, as only about 400 of Morgan’s troops managed to return to the South.
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Oregon

INTRODUCTION

Oregon, located in the Pacific Northwest, had an 1860 population of 52,465. Admitted to the Union on February 14, 1859, and encompassing 97,073 square miles, Oregon is bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the west, Nevada to the east, Nevada and California to the south, and the state of Washington to the north. Because of Oregon’s great distance from the fighting in the Civil War, the state saw no combat during the war, and its citizens were only indirectly affected by it.

In the mid-1500s, Spanish explorers became the first Europeans to arrive in what would later become Oregon. In 1778, James Cook became the first Englishman to scout the area as he looked for the elusive Northwest Passage. A decade later, British, American, and Russian vessels were engaged in Oregon’s increasingly lucrative fur trade. By 1800 both the United States and Great Britain had laid claim to the area, and in 1818 the two nations signed a treaty that gave them joint occupation. In 1846, the British relinquished all claims to Oregon south of the 49th Parallel. Meanwhile, in the early 1840s, American settlers had begun moving into the Oregon Territory in large numbers via the Oregon Trail. By the mid-1850s, the territory’s population had grown sufficiently large to warrant admission to the Union as a state.

When Oregonians voted for statehood in 1857, they also voiced their opposition to slavery. At the same time, however, they voted against the admittance of free blacks into their state. The Democrats enjoyed a majority within state politics, but they were mainly supporters of Illinois senator Stephen Douglas and were not generally secessionist-minded Democrats.

Oregon’s first governor, John Whiteaker, who served from 1858 to 1862, was a proslavery Democrat whose political viewpoint was at odds with the majority of the electorate. Not surprisingly, he was succeeded by Republican A. C. Gibbs, who served from 1862 until 1866. Gibbs insisted on raising two regiments—one of cavalry and another one of infantry—over the objections of many voters, although these units saw no action in the Civil War. In 1860 Edward D. Baker, an ardent Republican and a friend of Abraham Lincoln, was elected U.S. senator from Oregon. He enjoyed a high-profile although short stint in the Senate before he was killed in action in October 1861 while leading a Union volunteer regiment.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, most of the regular U.S. Army troops who were garrisoned in the West were withdrawn to the East, and Oregon was no exception. Oregonian volunteers replaced them. Their duties included protecting local populations from Indian raids, guarding travel routes and surveying parties, escorting wagon trains, and manning coastal fortifications. Governor Gibbs activated the 1st Oregon Cavalry Regiment in 1862, which was disbanded in 1865, and in 1864 he permitted the establishment of the 1st Oregon Infantry Regiment, which saw service until 1867.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Portland, Oregon

City located in northwestern Oregon near the confluence of the Willamette and Columbia Rivers. The Willamette runs through the city until it joins the Columbia, which is the border between Washington and Oregon a few miles away. Portland’s 1860 population was 2,874.

Prior to European contact and settlement, the area that eventually became Portland was home to several Chinook tribes. By the 1830s, American, British, and Canadian fur traders had begun using the area for the lucrative fur trade. It was initially referred to as The Clearing and was a way station between Fort Vancouver and Oregon City. In 1843 pioneers from the East purchased some 650 acres of land along the Willamette River, hoping to develop the riverfront and harvest timber from the abundant forests nearby. In 1845 Francis W. Pettygrove from Portland, Maine, took half control of the land claim, and the settlement was named after his hometown. The land claim thereafter passed through several different owners while new settlers began moving into the area, lured to Portland’s strategic locale, its dense timberlands, abundant trapping and hunting grounds, and relatively mild climate.

By 1850 Portland had become the largest settlement in the Pacific Northwest, boasting numerous timber operations, a steam sawmill, a busy riverfront, a hotel, and even a newspaper. Contemporary accounts, however, portrayed Portland as a decidedly rough-hewn frontier town, which many residents and visitors referred to as “Mudtown” and “Stumptown.”

Portland was formally incorporated in 1851, with just over 800 full-time residents. Between 1850 and 1860, its population grew more than threefold. The town’s access to the Pacific via the Columbia and Willamette Rivers and the growing agricultural importance of the nearby Tualatin Valley virtually ensured Portland’s continued rapid growth.

The Civil War being fought nearly a continent away did not directly affect most Portland residents. Local men who volunteered for military service generally served in home defense forces, and the town’s nascent industrial base was too small and far removed to be of use to the Union war effort. Like many Oregonians, Portlanders were moderate prowar Democrats who did not support slavery or Southern secession. In the years after the war, Portland experienced explosive growth and by 1870 had more than 9,000 residents.
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Salem, Oregon

Capital of Oregon. Salem is situated in the northwestern corner of the state on the Willamette River about 50 miles from Portland. The town was established in 1842, became the capital of the Oregon Territory in 1851, and was formally incorporated in 1857. Salem had an 1860 population of just 902.

During the very early years of the 19th century, the area that became Salem was first explored by Europeans who were involved in the fur trade. Many of the trappers and traders were based at Fort Astoria. In 1840 the first permanent settlement in the area was founded by Methodist missionaries, who established a small village and the Oregon Institute, a precollege preparatory academy.

Salem grew slowly, but in 1851 when it became the capital of the Oregon Territory, its population began to grow more quickly. Timber and agriculture were the mainstays of the local economy. The town was barely touched by the Civil War, which was being waged more than 2,000 miles to the east. The few local men who entered military service remained as home guards, and most residents supported the Union war effort. The majority of voters were libertarian-minded antislavery Democrats who did not support secession of the Southern states. Today, Salem is Oregon’s third-largest city (behind Portland and Eugene), with a population of about 155,000.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Klamath

Military outpost located in southwestern Oregon near the western terminus of the Oregon Trail between Crater Lake and Upper Klamath Lake. The chief purposes of Fort Klamath, erected and garrisoned by the Oregon Volunteer Cavalry in 1863, were to keep peace in the region and to protect white settlers traveling the Oregon Trail from Native American attacks.

Fort Klamath was garrisoned by state forces until late 1865, when the U.S. Army took over the facility. The post was a typical western-style fort, with modest earthworks and stockade-like construction. The entire facility was surrounded by a log fence, as it was highly unlikely that Fort Klamath would have had to fend off an attack by artillery. By the late 1860s the fort boasted more than 50 buildings, all made of wood, including barracks, officers’ quarters, stables, offices, a kitchen, and a guardhouse. A sawmill was also built on the site, which aided in its construction. The buildings were laid out within the outer fence so that they formed a large courtyard that was used as a drill and parade ground.

In the years after the Civil War, Fort Klamath played a key role in conflicts with the region’s Native American tribes, including the Klamaths, Northern Paiutes, and Modocs. During the 1873 Modoc War, a seven-month conflict, the post served as a major staging area for the U.S. Army, and four Modocs, including Kintpuash (Captain Jack), were hanged at Fort Klamath for their role in the violence. Their graves remain there today. In 1889 with the threat of Indian attacks greatly reduced, Fort Klamath was closed. Part of the site remains as a museum, although none of the original building has survived.
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Fort Stevens

Earthwork redoubt located on the southern bank of the Columbia River, at the mouth of the waterway. Two other forts were situated on the northern bank, in Washington State. Fort Stevens was constructed between 1863 and 1864, principally to deter a possible British attack from western Canada. Constructed on Point Adams, the redoubt was initially named the Fort at Point Adams; in 1865, it was renamed for Union brigadier general Isaac I. Stevens, who had been killed in action at the September 1, 1862, Battle of Chantilly in Virginia. Stevens had earlier served as the governor of the Washington Territory.

Fort Stevens was a classic design of the era. It was built in the shape of a pentagon and was armed with 34 large muzzle-loading guns of from 8 to 15 inches in bore diameter. The landward sides were surrounded by a 10-foot-deep moat over which a drawbridge could be raised or lowered to provide access to the main entrance. Within the chiefly earthwork walls were several buildings, including a barracks, officers’ quarters, a kitchen, storehouses, and a powder magazine. Fort Stevens was garrisoned by Oregon state troops during the Civil War and saw no action during that conflict.

Fort Stevens underwent a major modernization and refortification effort beginning in 1897 as U.S. officials sought to make the post capable of sustaining an attack by modern naval guns and ordnance. By the turn of the century, eight concrete batteries had been built that mounted a variety of modern heavy guns. Fort Stevens remained operational through World War II. In June 1942 a Japanese submarine ineffectively fired 17 shells at the complex. Decommissioned in 1947, the site became part of a 3,700-acre state park. The fort itself can be toured.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Baker, Edward Dickinson (1811–1861)

Whig (later Republican) politician and lawyer who served as a U.S. Army officer during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the American Civil War. Born on February 24, 1811, in London, England, Edward Dickinson Baker immigrated with his family to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1816. Baker subsequently moved to Carrollton, Illinois, and was admitted to the bar in 1830. He was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives in 1837 and to the Illinois Senate in 1840. Baker won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1844, defeating his close friend Abraham Lincoln.

[image: image]

U.S. Senate Edward D. Baker of Illinois turned down a brigadier general’s commission in the Union Army, which would have required him to give up his Senate seat. He then raised a volunteer regiment from Pennsylvania, which he led as a colonel. He was killed in the Battle of Ball’s Bluff in Virginia, October 21, 1861, the only sitting senator to lose his life in battle during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

On July 4, 1846, during the Mexican-American War, Baker was commissioned colonel of the 4th Regiment of the Illinois Volunteer Infantry, eventually resigning his seat in the U.S. House on December 24, 1846. He rose to brigade command but retained his colonel’s commission throughout the conflict.

Returning to Illinois, Baker was reelected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1849 to 1851. He moved to San Francisco, California, in 1851. Baker moved to Oregon in 1860 and was elected as a Republican to the U.S. Senate from the newly admitted state. By now he had already earned a reputation as a gifted orator, and he gave soaring and patriotic speeches on the floor of the Senate.

Upon the outbreak of the Civil War, Baker was offered a commission as brigadier general, which would have compelled him to resign his Senate seat. He turned down the commission but assembled a regiment of Pennsylvania volunteer infantrymen and was promptly elected its colonel. Enthusiastic but largely unschooled in tactics or strategy, Baker hoped for a quick and colorful victory, which would bolster his political career. On October 21, 1861, while leading the 71st Regiment of the Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Baker was killed at the Battle of Ball’s Bluff in Virginia. He was the only sitting senator killed in battle during the Civil War. Baker’s death and the Union’s poor showing at Ball’s Bluff were largely his own making. However, after the Committee on the Conduct of the War investigated the actions of October 21, it wrongfully concluded that Brigadier Charles P. Stone bore the blame for reversals at Ball’s Bluff. This all but ruined Stone’s career as a professional soldier but saved the image of a martyred senator who was well liked and admired. Many have since asserted that Baker acted recklessly to advance his own career rather than contributing to a well-reasoned military engagement for the Union.
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Gibbs, Addison Cranwick (1825–1886)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of Oregon (1862–1866). Addison Cranwick Gibbs was born on July 9, 1825, in Cattaraugus County, New York. He graduated from the State Normal School in Albany and then became a teacher. Gibbs later read for the law and passed the bar. In 1849, he moved to California to seek his fortune in the gold rush; when that effort failed, he moved to the Oregon Territory in 1850 to become a manager for a land development company in southern Oregon. In 1852 Gibbs was elected to the territorial legislature as a Democrat, serving until 1853. That same year, he became the customs collector for the town of Gardiner.

Gibbs moved to Portland in 1860 and was elected to the Oregon legislature as a Democrat. After the Civil War began in 1861, Gibbs abandoned the Democratic Party and joined the Union-Republican Party, which was formed in Oregon in 1862. Gibbs ran for the governorship and won, taking office in September 1862. His term was effective albeit uneventful. In 1864 Gibbs helped raise an infantry regiment that was supposed to see service in the East, a move that angered many Oregonians. He also introduced the use of convict labor in the state penitentiary and helped to establish the Oregon Militia.

After leaving office in September 1866, Gibbs waged an unsuccessful bid for a seat in the U.S. Senate and then served as U.S. district attorney for the District of Oregon. Gibbs died while conducting business in London on December 29, 1886.
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Lane, Joseph (1801–1881)

U.S. politician and army officer. Joseph Lane was born on December 14, 1801, in Buncombe County, North Carolina. As a youth, he moved with his family to Kentucky. Lane left home at age 15 and then settled in Indiana, where he engaged in farming and was elected to the state legislature at age 21.

Lane resigned his seat as a member of the Indiana Senate when the Mexican-American War began in 1846. Enlisting in the 2nd Indiana Infantry, he was elected its colonel. President James K. Polk subsequently appointed Lane, a staunch Democrat, as a brigadier general of volunteers. Lane distinguished himself in the Battle of Buena Vista (February 22–23, 1847). He was best known for his controversial operations west of Veracruz after the capture of Mexico City in September 1947, which resulted in a massacre of Mexican soldiers and civilians at Huamantla on October 7, 1847.

After the war, in August 1848 President Polk appointed Lane governor of the Oregon Territory; he served from 1849 to 1850. Lane also served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1851–1859) as a territorial delegate. In Congress, he was quick to demonstrate his pro-Southern sympathies and was an ardent supporter of states’ rights. Lane backed the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act and Kansas’s Lecompton Constitution. During 1859–1861 he served in the U.S. Senate, representing Oregon. In 1860 Lane became the vice presidential nominee under John C. Breckinridge for the proslavery faction of the Democratic Party. The ticket went down to defeat. Lane’s position regarding slavery and Southern secession essentially ended his political career, and he retired to Oregon. Lane died on April 19, 1881, in Roseburg, Oregon.
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Whiteaker, John (1820–1902)

Democratic politician and governor of Oregon (1858–1862). John Whiteaker was born on May 4, 1820, in Dearborn County, Indiana. Whiteaker was almost entirely self-educated. He volunteered for army service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), although his unit never saw combat. He went to California in 1849 during the gold rush there and managed to make enough money to move his family to the Oregon Territory in 1852, where he became a farmer in the southern Willamette Valley. Whiteaker also became involved in Oregon Democratic politics, first serving as the probate court judge for Lane County (1856) before being elected to the territorial legislature in 1857. In 1858 he was elected governor of the soon-to-be state of Oregon, but he did not officially begin his duties until February 14, 1859, when Oregon’s statehood went into effect.

As governor, Whiteaker pushed for the development of industry in Oregon and sought to clear up a number of competing claims to public lands in the state. As the Civil War approached he made no secret of his proslavery sentiments, which rankled many voters, including Democrats. Oregon was an overwhelmingly antislavery, pro-Union state. Nevertheless, Whiteaker remained governor until his term ended in September 1862, despite charges that he was a traitor to the United States.

These difficulties did not inhibit Whiteaker’s future political career, however, and he served in the Oregon House of Representatives (1866–1870) and the Oregon Senate (1876–1879). Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1878, he served in Washington from 1879 until 1881, having lost his 1880 reelection bid. While in the House, Whiteaker sponsored legislation that would have removed Native Americans from their reservations in Oregon, effectively forcing them to move to neighboring states.

Returning to his farm near Eugene, Oregon, Whiteaker was appointed state collector of revenue in 1885, a post he held until 1890. Whiteaker died in Eugene on October 2, 1902.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Robbins, William G. Oregon: This Storied Land. Portland: Oregon Historical Society Press, 2005.


33

Pennsylvania

INTRODUCTION

Pennsylvania, a Union state during the Civil War, is located in the Middle Atlantic region and is bordered by New Jersey to the east; Delaware, Maryland, and West Virginia to the south; West Virginia and Ohio to the west; and New York and Lake Erie to the north. Pennsylvania’s abundant natural resources included anthracite and bituminous coal, petroleum, and fertile farmlands for agricultural products.

Encompassing 45,308 square miles, Pennsylvania was a key state in the Union, boasting access to Lake Erie in the northwest and deepwater oceangoing access to the Atlantic Ocean via Philadelphia in the southeast. Besides being one of the Union’s largest and most important cities, Philadelphia was also home to a large seaport and significant shipbuilding facilities. Pennsylvania has widely varying terrain and climates, ranging from flat to rolling hills in the east, with a fairly temperate climate, to rugged mountainous areas in the west, with a harsh winter climate.

A key Northern state during the Civil War, Pennsylvania lived up to its nickname as the Keystone State by wholeheartedly supporting President Abraham Lincoln’s administration with men, money, and matériel. Republican governor Andrew Gregg Curtin was inaugurated in 1861 and served throughout the war. He earned his nickname “the Soldier’s Friend” by taking an active interest in the welfare of Pennsylvania’s soldiers.

Several other Pennsylvania civilians played prominent roles in the war. Simon Cameron was Lincoln’s first secretary of war, but Simon’s lackluster leadership led to his dismissal in early 1862. Democratic congressman Galusha Grow was elected Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives in 1861; a year later he pushed the Homestead Act through Congress. Radical Republican congressman Thaddeus Stevens championed the rights of African Americans by promoting their service as soldiers, working to ensure passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and supporting postwar civil rights legislation. Finally, Pennsylvania financier Jay Cooke raised more than $1.5 billion for the war effort by selling government bonds.

Pennsylvania’s industrial might came into full play during the war. Indeed, the number of businesses in Pennsylvania alone totaled more than all the businesses in the entire Confederate States of America. The federal government’s chief clothing supply depot was located in Philadelphia, which also contained a large navy yard, a government arsenal, the country’s largest locomotive manufacturer, and dozens of textile factories that supplied wool for uniforms. The Fort Pitt Works in Pittsburgh, in western Pennsylvania, manufactured more than 1,100 cannon, while coalfields across the state, from Allentown in the east to Pittsburgh in the west, contributed significantly to the war effort. Home to the Union’s largest coal deposits, Pennsylvania kept the Union’s railways operating at peak capacity, fueled steam-driven naval and merchant ships, and powered innumerable factories.

The state sent roughly 360,000 white soldiers and 8,600 African American soldiers off to war. Camp Curtin, located just north of Harrisburg, the state capital, became the North’s largest training camp for soldiers. Governor Curtin was instrumental in raising and equipping the Pennsylvania Reserves, a full division of 15,000 men who fought in most of the major battles in the eastern theater of the war, including the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Confederate troops entered the state on three occasions. In October 1862 Confederate cavalry raided into the state, while General Robert E. Lee’s invasion in June and July 1863 was repelled at the Battle of Gettysburg. Finally, in July 1864 two brigades of Confederate cavalrymen briefly occupied Chambersburg, burning the city when its leaders rejected demands for payment of a large ransom.

Notable generals from Pennsylvania included Major General George B. McClellan, who trained and then led the Army of the Potomac, and Major General George G. Meade, who commanded the same army from the Battle of Gettysburg through the end of the war. Pennsylvania-born corps commanders included Major Generals John F. Reynolds (I Corps), Winfield S. Hancock and Andrew A. Humphreys (II Corps), Samuel P. Heintzelman (III Corps), William B. Franklin (VI and XIX Corps), John G. Parke (IX Corps), Andrew J. Smith (XVI Corps), and John Gibbon (XXIV Corps).

Some of the more notable military outfits associated with Pennsylvania include the Pennsylvania Reserves, an infantry division mobilized, trained, and supplied entirely by the state, beyond the federal quota; the Philadelphia Brigade, which took heavy losses at Gettysburg; and the 48th Regiment, made up of coal miners who dug the mine at Petersburg.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Capital city of Pennsylvania. Harrisburg is situated on the banks of the Susquehanna River in south-central Pennsylvania. The city had an 1860 population of 13,405.

In 1719, the English trader John Harris settled in the area that would be named in his honor. By 1785, the town was laid out under the supervision of Harris’s son, John Jr. Harrisburg was incorporated in 1791 and was selected to be the state capital in 1812. The city’s location along the strategic Susquehanna made it a natural trade hub and transportation center, particularly after the state’s canal system was in place by the early 1830s. By the early 1850s Harrisburg was a significant railroad center, while several large iron foundries began operating in the area around the same time. In the years immediately following the Civil War, Harrisburg became home to large-scale steel manufacturing. The city was also a major stop along the Underground Railroad, which helped transport fugitive slaves to freedom in the north.

As in other parts of industrial Pennsylvania, Harrisburg was a magnet for newly arriving immigrants during the first half of the 19th century, most notably the Germans and Irish. During the Civil War, Camp Curtin, located within the city limits, was a major mustering and training center for Pennsylvania volunteers; in all, more than 300,000 soldiers would pass through the facility, the largest camp of its kind during the war. In general, pro-Union sentiments ran very high in the city, and by 1860 the Republican Party dominated its politics.

Twice during the Civil War Harrisburg was the target of Confederate advances. The first opportunity arose during the September 4–22, 1862, Antietam Campaign. After the Confederate seizure of Harpers Ferry, Virginia, on September 15, General Robert E. Lee hoped to attack Harrisburg, but the September 17 Battle of Antietam and the subsequent Confederate withdrawal into Virginia made that impossible. The next opportunity came during the June–July 1863 Gettysburg Campaign. The July 1–3, 1863, Battle of Gettysburg, however, forced Lee to cancel plans for an assault against the Pennsylvania capital.
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania’s largest and principal city. Philadelphia is located in southeastern Pennsylvania along the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers and has deepwater access to the Atlantic Ocean via the Delaware River and the Delaware Bay. With an 1860 population of 565,529, Philadelphia was the second-largest city in the United States in terms of population at the time of the Civil War.

In the early 1620s, the Dutch became the first Europeans to establish a settlement in the area. The region then fell under the control of the Swedes, but in 1655 the Dutch wrested control of the Delaware Valley and retained control until 1664, when the English took over. In 1682 after receiving a royal land grant from the British monarch, William Penn founded Philadelphia in hopes of establishing a major port there and creating a center for colonial administration. By the mid-1700s, Philadelphia was the largest city in all of the 13 colonies and was home to its busiest port.

Philadelphia also became the largest commercial, cultural, and education center in the colonies and was at the center of the activities surrounding the establishment of the American republic, most significantly playing host to the Constitutional Convention of 1787. From 1790 to 1800, the city also served as the temporary capital of the United States.

By the early 19th century, Philadelphia had a sizable free black population and was home to numerous industries, including textiles, iron and steel forging, locomotive manufacturing, railroads, and leading banks and financial houses. Philadelphia was also home to several important and prestigious universities and intellectual societies as well as the important Philadelphia Navy Yard. Beginning in the late 1830s, large waves of immigrants—chiefly from Germany and Ireland—began to make the city their home, which helped transform Philadelphia into a multiethnic, multicultural melting pot.

During the Civil War, Philadelphia’s residents were generally pro-Union and antisecessionist in their sympathies, although Abraham Lincoln garnered only 52 percent of the city’s votes in 1860. The city’s many industrial concerns provided much in the way of military supplies and matériel, especially uniforms, weapons, and ships. Philadelphia also became home to two large Union hospitals designed exclusively to treat wounded and ill soldiers. By 1865, the city boasted more than 10,000 hospital beds for injured and sick troops.

The city’s Democrats, who were numerous, attempted to undermine the Union war effort by denouncing the Emancipation Proclamation and Lincoln’s suspension of habeas corpus, but their protestations backfired. Many others viewed their actions and rhetoric as verging on treason. In 1864 Lincoln captured a solid majority of the city’s votes, and many Democrats were turned out of city offices. One legacy of the war was that the Republican Party dominated city politics for many years thereafter. Few cities contributed more to the war effort than did Philadelphia.
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Important industrial city located in southwestern Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh is strategically situated at the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers on the Allegheny Plateau. The city had an 1860 population of 49,221.

The first European to reconnoiter the area was French explorer and trader René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, who passed through the region in 1669. The French claimed nominal control of western Pennsylvania even though a number of English settlers had established homesteads there beginning in the early 1700s. The French nonetheless retained sovereignty until the 1754–1763 French and Indian War, during which several battles and skirmishes were waged near what would become Pittsburgh. With the British now in control of the area, in 1769 the town of Pittsburgh was first surveyed, but it would be claimed by both Pennsylvania and Virginia until 1780.

The settlement of Pittsburgh grew steadily thereafter, and by 1785 the town was formally laid out. Pittsburgh became a major center of boatbuilding for inland vessels. Because the War of 1812 had cut off many foreign imports, Pittsburgh’s industrial base grew rapidly in the early 19th century, and the city soon became a center for the manufacture of iron, tin, brass, glass, locomotives, and textiles. Ample stores of coal and timber also enhanced the city’s industrial prowess. By the mid-1840s, Pittsburgh had been transformed into one of the biggest cities west of the Appalachians.

The Civil War further enhanced the size and diversity of Pittsburgh’s industrial base, as did large influxes of German, Irish, and Scotch-Irish immigrants who found work in the city’s factories. Indeed, the Allegheny Arsenal and Fort Pitt Foundry were major producers of weapons, projectiles, and iron and steel products. By 1865, half of all the Union steel produced came from Pittsburgh, as did one-third of all glass made in the Union.

During the war, pro-Union sentiment ran high in Pittsburgh, and the city was not as beholden to the Democratic Party as cities in the eastern part of the state. Although it never came under direct threat, a number of earthworks and small forts were constructed around the city to discourage any Confederate attempts to assault Pittsburgh.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Allegheny Arsenal

Major arsenal located in Lawrenceville, Pennsylvania, which has since been annexed by Pittsburgh. The Allegheny Arsenal was established along the Allegheny River in 1814, toward the end of the War of 1812, to provide an arms manufacturing and storage facility on what was then still considered the western frontier. Most of the arsenal’s buildings were constructed of masonry and stone quarried in nearby areas. In addition to several large buildings was a stone powder magazine, which is the only original structure that remains at the site. The entire facility encompassed approximately 30 acres of land.

During the Civil War, the Allegheny Arsenal was a major supply and logistics center for troops serving in the western theater. Its location along several major rail lines and its access to the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers made it a natural supply base. In 1860 the arsenal employed about 300 people, most of them civilians. However, by 1862, wartime demand for arms and ammunition brought the facility’s workforce to more than 1,100, many of them young women who were engaged in the manufacture of ammunition cartridges.

On September 17, 1862, the Allegheny Arsenal became the scene of the worst civilian disaster to occur during the Civil War. At approximately 2:00 p.m., a massive explosion ripped through the main lab, where 158 mostly female workers labored to assemble cartridges. Two subsequent explosions reduced the large stone building to smoldering rubble. Seventy-eight civilians—most of them young women—died in the explosions and ensuing fire. The cause of the tragedy was never exactly determined, but for a time Colonel John Symington, who supervised the facility, was suspected of negligence. An inquiry later cleared him of blame. In 1863 a new lab was constructed, and production at the arsenal reached preexplosion levels by year’s end.

Postbellum, the Allegheny Arsenal served chiefly as a storage site for the Quartermaster Corps and Ordnance Department. During the first decade or so of the 20th century, much of the arsenal’s land was sold. The site is now a city park.
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Camp William Penn

Major mustering point and training camp for African American soldiers between 1863 and 1865. After the Emancipation Proclamation went into effect in January 1863, thousands of free blacks and fugitive slaves clamored to join the U.S. Army. In the spring of 1863, Quaker abolitionist and women’s rights leader Lucretia Mott and husband leased land they owned in Cheltenham Township just outside Philadelphia to the U.S. government for the purpose of establishing an army training center for black soldiers.

Camp William Penn began processing and training African American soldiers in early July 1863. In all, 10,940 men (11 full regiments) received their training there. Pennsylvania provided 8,612 of these men. Indeed, Pennsylvania furnished more black volunteers than any other state in the Union. Lieutenant Colonel Louis Wagner, who had been previously wounded in combat, served as Camp William Penn’s commandant. Wagner did all in his power to ensure that the men under his charge were as well trained as white soldiers and that they were treated with respect and dignity.

Despite Wagner’s efforts, however, his men were subjected to all types of harsh treatment, especially from white Philadelphians who distrusted and feared armed black men. Those whites who did not extend respect to the black volunteers were usually acting out of fear, specifically that the African American recruits would foment an armed uprising against the federal government or against their community and neighborhoods. Others, of course, were following the societal norms of the era, which virtually ensured poor and unequal treatment for African Americans. Wagner, however, urged his men to ignore the poor treatment and segregation with which they were faced and to soldier on for the greater good. On several occasions, the noted author and abolitionist Frederick Douglass addressed recruits at Camp William Penn before they were shipped off to the war front.

The largest training facility for African American soldiers, Camp William Penn was closed in August 1865.
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Fort Pitt Foundry

Major federal cannon foundry and ordnance manufacturer located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The Fort Pitt Foundry was established in 1804 under the supervision of Joseph McClurg, the foundry’s proprietor. Initially, the facility was located at the corner of present-day Fifth Avenue and Smith Street in the downtown area. Several years later, it was relocated to the area around modern-day 12th and Etna Street in the Strip District along the Allegheny River.

Pittsburgh was an ideal place for a foundry, as it lay along the navigable Allegheny River, upon which iron ore and other supplies could be shipped from the Great Lakes and the Ohio River. Western Pennsylvania also had large coal deposits, and coal was critical to the firing of furnaces and boilers. Coal was also used to power numerous other machines.

By 1860, ownership of the foundry had passed on to Charles Knap, principal proprietor of Knap, Rudd & Company. By this time, the Fort Pitt Foundry building, made of stone and masonry, was 269 feet long and 90 feet wide. Other buildings on the three-acre campus included a large machine shop, a pattern shop, and offices. The facility boasted 8 melting furnaces, 1 of which was purported to be the largest in the world at the time; 12 steam boilers; 33 steam engines; at least 36 lathes; and 4 heavy cranes. At its peak, the foundry employed 300 men.

During the Civil War, the Fort Pitt Foundry produced 60 percent of all the cannon and large guns manufactured in the United States. Between April 1861 and September 1864, 2,038 large cannon and mortars were produced there, and during the most productive time periods, some 309 tons of metal were processed every week.

Many of the guns produced at Fort Pitt were naval and seacoast-defense guns; most of the armaments carried by iron-clad Union monitors were also made by the foundry. The most-produced weapons were the 8-, 10-, and 15-inch columbiads. In 1864, a massive 20-inch Rodman, one of the largest guns ever produced, was cast at Fort Pitt. The smoothbore, muzzle-loading seacoast-defense weapon was 20 inches at the mouth of the gun, 20 feet in length, and weighed more than 117,000 pounds. It was capable of hurling a 1,000-pound projectile some five miles. The gun was so massive that it required a 24-horse team to transport it. Several other superlarge guns were made at the foundry after the war. In addition, millions of pounds of shells were produced at the site. By 1878 the foundry had closed, and its remaining inventory was shipped to the Allegheny Arsenal.
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Frankford Arsenal

Major U.S. arsenal opened in 1816 and located in the Bridesburg section of Philadelphia near the confluence of Frankford Creek and the Delaware River. The original 20-acre parcel was purchased by the James Madison administration in 1814. The Frankford Arsenal contained barracks, officers’ quarters, a large powder magazine, and myriad storage buildings and shops.

For the first 25 years of its existence, the Frankford Arsenal served chiefly as a weapons and ammunition storage depot and as a repair center for small arms. By the early 1840s, however, the arsenal had begun to develop and test weapons, ammunition, and gunpowder. In the early 1850s, the world’s first steam-powered percussion cap factory was built on the site, which manufactured the ammunition in one operation. In addition to making ordnance, the facility also produced the machinery that was used to manufacture the ordnance.

The Civil War brought far greater activity to the Frankford Arsenal, and by 1865 more than 1,000 employees worked there around the clock. The facility made paper fuses for explosive devices, percussion caps, minié balls, and other ammunition. In addition, the facility stored vast amounts of small arms, repaired shoulder arms and artillery, and tested new types of gunpowder and time fuses. A fire in 1862 gutted the cap factory, but by 1864 work was under way for a larger and more modern facility known as the Rolling Mill, which however was not completed until 1866.

In the summer of 1863, the Frankford Arsenal supplied Pennsylvania Militia units with thousands of muskets as Confederate forces invaded Pennsylvania. That effort ended with the bloody July 1–3 Battle of Gettysburg. The arsenal remained operational until 1977. During World War I and World War II, by which time the arsenal had expanded to more than 100 acres and encompassed more than 200 buildings, as many as 22,000 workers were employed making ammunition and other military items. The arsenal also became a major research and development facility where new ordnance and ammunition were invented and tested. The arsenal closed for U.S. government work in 1977.
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Philadelphia Navy Yard

U.S. Navy facility. Located on the Delaware River, the Philadelphia Navy Yard, the smallest in the United States, was purchased by the federal government in 1800 for $38,636. The site had been operating as a private shipyard since 1776. The U.S. Navy’s ship of the line Franklin was built here in 1815, and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) 300 amphibious assault boats were constructed at the yard, which covered just over 21 acres at the beginning of the Civil War.

With 387 yards of waterfront, two ship houses, and two floating dry docks, the Philadelphia facility performed approximately one-third of the repair work for the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Fifteen ships were laid down here during the Civil War, of which eight were commissioned.

Limited space in the confines of downtown Philadelphia compelled the navy to move the facility to League Island, located at the confluence of the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers. In 1875 the last ship was built at the original yard, which was sold at auction in 1876. The navy continued to use the facilities at League Island until the mid-1990s.

WILLIAM WHYTE

Further Reading

Canney, Donald L. Lincoln’s Navy: The Ships, Men, and Organization, 1861–65. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1998.

Waskie, Anthony. Philadelphia and the Civil War: Arsenal of the Union. Charleston, SC: History Press, 2011.

NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Cameron, Simon (1799–1889)

Printer, publisher, journalist, railroad executive, U.S. senator, and briefly secretary of war. Simon Cameron was born on March 8, 1799, in Maytown, Pennsylvania. Orphaned while young, he apprenticed to a printer. After learning the trade, Cameron became a journalist and a newspaper editor before purchasing his own newspaper in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1824. From 1825 to 1827, he was the official printer for the State of Pennsylvania. He then bought land and constructed several railway lines that ultimately became the Northern Central Railroad, for which he served as president for a time. During the late 1820s, he also served as adjutant general of Pennsylvania.

Meanwhile, Cameron had become interested in politics. He was a member of the Whig Party before he joined the Democratic Party. From 1845 to 1849 Cameron represented Pennsylvania in the U.S. Senate, filling a vacancy left by James Buchanan. Cameron again changed party affiliation, joining the Republican Party. In 1856 he was again elected to the U.S. Senate and served from March 1857 to March 1861, at which time he resigned his seat to become secretary of war.

Cameron’s tenure as secretary of war was short and tempestuous. Almost immediately, he was accused of corruption and of aiding his own business interests by using his influence in Washington. Even some members of his own party called on President Abraham Lincoln to oust Cameron from the cabinet. Cameron resigned his post on January 14, 1862, just 10 months after taking office. He claimed ignorance of the allegations against him, although there was evidence to suggest that he had indeed engaged in shady dealings. In retrospect, Cameron’s departure was for the best, for the nation was now fully engaged in the Civil War, and Lincoln needed someone with more experience heading the War Department. Lincoln replaced Cameron with Edwin M. Stanton.

As a consolation, Lincoln named Cameron U.S. minister to Russia in 1862, a position he held for less than a year. Elected to the U.S. Senate as a Republican in 1866, Cameron was reelected in 1872 and served until he resigned on March 12, 1877. Cameron retired from politics, divested himself of most of his business ventures, and spent his last years traveling the globe and tending his farm. Cameron died on June 26, 1889, in Maytown, Pennsylvania. His son, James Donald Cameron, also served as secretary of war and as a U.S. senator from Pennsylvania.
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Curtin, Andrew Gregg (1817–1894)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of Pennsylvania. Andrew Gregg Curtin was born on April 22, 1817, in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Dickinson College in 1837 and passed the bar that same year. Curtin established a practice in Bellefonte, entered politics as a Whig, and served as secretary of state as well as the superintendent of public schools. In 1860 he successfully ran for governor on the nebulous People’s Party ticket and took office in January 1861. In his inaugural speech, he denounced Southern secession and aligned himself with the Republican Party.
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As governor of Pennsylvania during 1861–1867, Andrew Gregg Curtin played an important role in the Civil War, mobilizing his state’s substantial resources behind the Union war effort while also fostering policies that benefited the working class. (Library of Congress)

Curtin quickly became a powerful political figure and one of the nation’s most active wartime governors. Only months after taking office, he secured a $3 million appropriation to pay for and equip state troops and personally helped recruit numerous regiments for Union service. By war’s end, Pennsylvania provided some 369,000 troops for the war effort. In the autumn of 1862, Curtin convened a meeting of all Northern governors in Altoona, Pennsylvania, where he was able to secure written support for the Abraham Lincoln administration from numerous fellow governors.

Curtin also spearheaded efforts to help indigent soldiers’ families, increase industrial output, and quash antiwar sentiments. He worked so hard during the early years of the war that he nearly ruined his health. By 1863, he was physically and mentally exhausted and toyed with the idea of not seeking reelection. His supporters, however, convinced him to run again—this time as a Republican—and he handily won, with a campaign slogan that depicted him as the “soldier’s friend.” He continued his prowar, pro-Lincoln policies throughout the remainder of the war.

Curtin was also highly successful in other areas. He championed the laboring class, low tariffs, and the granting of free homesteads. Curtin also helped repeal a punitive railroad tax and allowed employers to maintain private police forces to protect their property and discourage union activities, which proved highly popular among businessmen.

From 1869 to 1872, Curtin was the U.S. minister to Russia. By now he had become a Democrat and again waded into the political world. After several failed runs for Congress in the 1870s, Curtin finally succeeded in gaining a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1880. He served from 1880 until 1887. Curtin maintained that his ongoing feud with fellow Pennsylvanian and onetime secretary of war Simon Cameron had derailed his efforts to attain higher office. Curtin died on October 7, 1894, in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania.
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Mott, Lucretia Coffin (1793–1880)

Quaker reformer who championed the causes of abolitionism and equal rights for women. Lucretia Mott was born Lucretia Coffin on January 3, 1793, on Nantucket Island, Massachusetts. Her opposition to slavery was fostered at an early age through her parents and schooling at Nine Partners, a Quaker boarding school in Dutchess County, New York. After completing her studies there, Lucretia remained at the school as a teacher’s assistant, meeting James Mott, whom she married in 1811. The Motts became followers of the Quaker abolitionist Elias Hicks, who espoused more reliance on inner direction rather than biblical guidance, which produced a doctrinal split among Quakers.

The Mott family moved to Philadelphia in 1821, where Lucretia taught school and James worked as a merchant in the woolen trade. The Motts refused to sell or trade any goods produced by slave labor, and Lucretia was noted for her abolitionist beliefs, upon which she readily expounded in Quaker meetings. She was formally recognized as a Quaker minister in 1821 and traveled throughout the Northeast preaching against slavery. In 1837 Mott helped organize the First Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women.

Issues of equal rights for women often divided the antislavery movement. In June 1840, Lucretia and James Mott were selected as delegates from Pennsylvania to attend the World’s Anti-Slavery Convention in London. The predominantly male gathering, however, would only allow Lucretia to participate as a guest. This snub encouraged Lucretia and fellow women’s rights advocate Elizabeth Cady Stanton to organize the 1848 women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York, advocating equal rights in suffrage and property ownership.

James Mott retired as a wool merchant in 1851, and the Motts devoted themselves to the causes of abolitionism and women’s rights. Lucretia, however, was horrified by the Civil War, believing that moral persuasion rather than force was the proper way to end the institution of slavery. Nevertheless, she believed that the postwar Reconstruction period offered an opportunity for reordering society.

When her husband died in 1868, Lucretia Mott remained an active participant in reform activities. While some abolitionists sought to downplay issues of female suffrage, Mott joined with Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to form the National Woman Suffrage Association, an organization dedicated to securing a federal amendment that would guarantee voting rights for women as well as the freedmen.

Mott was also an advocate for peace and education during the post–Civil War era, serving as president of the Pennsylvania Peace Society from 1870 to 1876 and a founder of Swarthmore College, a coeducational Quaker institution of higher learning. Mott died on November 11, 1880, in Chelton Hills, Pennsylvania. Although the Civil War violated Mott’s pacifist principles, she recognized that the conflict had hastened the end of slavery. However, her dreams of equality for blacks and women remained elusive in her own lifetime.
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Stevens, Thaddeus (1792–1868)

Influential Pennsylvania politician who led the Radical Republicans in Congress. Born on April 4, 1792, in Danville, Vermont, Thaddeus Stevens grew up in poverty after his father abandoned the family but graduated from Dartmouth College in 1814. He then moved to Pennsylvania, was admitted to the state bar in 1816, and established a law practice in Gettysburg.

Stevens began his political career in 1833 in the state legislature, where he served until 1841, taking stands against slavery and freemasonry. He quickly established a reputation as an aggressive, fiercely uncompromising leader in Pennsylvania affairs. During this period Stevens, a determined abolitionist, defended fugitive slaves free of charge. He once reportedly paid $300 to secure the release of a hotel servant who was about to be sold away from his family.

After eight years in the state legislature, Stevens was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Whig in 1848 and served until 1853. Opposed to the Compromise of 1850, he was especially virulent and caustic in his denunciation of the Fugitive Slave Act (1850). After leaving the House in 1853 in disgust over the moderation of his colleagues on the slavery issue, Stevens joined the new Republican Party in 1856. Reelected to the House in 1858 as a Republican, he used his sarcastic wit, knowledge of parliamentary procedure, and eloquence to become the leader of the Radical Republicans. First as chairman of the Ways and Means Committee and then as head of the Appropriations Committee, Stevens came to command tremendous authority in the House.

Stevens’s passion earned him the admiration of many of his colleagues. However, his stubbornness, harsh language, and vindictive nature, while making him a formidable adversary, prevented him from achieving greatness. As chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee during the Civil War, he urged President Abraham Lincoln to deal harshly with the “rebels” of the South. Stevens also called for the emancipation of all slaves and the confiscation of planter estates in the South to be divided into small farms for the freed African Americans. He helped to secure the passage of increased protective tariffs, encouraged the construction of railroads through government subsidies, backed the issuing of paper money (greenbacks), and fought to allow African Americans to enlist in the Union Army.

After Andrew Johnson became president in April 1865, Stevens served on the Joint Committee on Reconstruction. He openly battled against the conciliatory policies of the president and succeeded in imposing military Reconstruction on the South, which he viewed as a “conquered province” with which Congress could do as it pleased. Throughout the first few years of Reconstruction, Stevens remained an ardent supporter of granting full African American civil rights and believed that the South should be severely punished for what he saw as its treachery.

It was Stevens who introduced the resolution in the House calling for the impeachment of President Johnson. However, Stevens’s failing health prevented him from taking part in the trial itself. Deeply depressed by the president’s acquittal in 1868, Stevens died shortly thereafter on August 11, 1868, in Washington, D.C.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Hancock, Winfield Scott (1824–1886)

Union officer. Winfield Scott Hancock was born on February 14, 1824, in Montgomery County near Harristown, Pennsylvania. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1844 and was assigned to the 6th Infantry Regiment as a brevet second lieutenant. Advanced to full second lieutenant (June 1846), Hancock fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and received a brevet promotion to first lieutenant for his role in the Battle of Contrera and the Battle of Churubusco (August 19–20, 1847), when he was wounded in the knee.

Hancock then served in various posts. He was promoted to first lieutenant (January 1853) and then to captain (November 1855). He was then assigned to Florida, where he fought in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). Hancock was next assigned to Kansas and to Utah, where his 6th Infantry arrived after the so-called Mormon War had ended. Posted to California, he was serving there as chief quartermaster at Los Angeles when the Civil War began.

Called east, Hancock arrived in Washington, D.C., in the late summer of 1861, and on September 23 he was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers and given command of a brigade in Brigadier General William F. Smith’s division in the Army of the Potomac. Hancock fought with his brigade in Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), notably in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5) and the Battle of Seven Pines/Fair Oaks near Richmond (May 31–June 1). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) when Major General Israel Richardson was mortally wounded in the fighting at Bloody Lane, Hancock replaced him as commander of the 1st Division of II Corps. Hancock performed well in the battle, plugging holes in the Union line. He was advanced to major general of volunteers on November 29, 1862.

Hancock’s division fought in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), taking part in the disastrous Union assault on the stone wall at Marye’s Heights, when he was wounded in the abdomen. At the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Hancock again performed with distinction, showing considerable initiative and directing a rearguard action that protected the remainder of the army as it withdrew. Later he testified before the congressional Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War that had the Army of the Potomac pushed forward at Chancellorsville, it would have been successful.

In June 1863, Hancock replaced Major General Darius Couch as commander of II Corps and played an important role in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3). In the first day of fighting Hancock took charge of the field and selected the strong defensive positions (the so-called Fishhook) from which Union forces would fight the battle.

On the second day of fighting (July 2), Hancock and his II Corps fought on the Union left on Cemetery Ridge. On July 3, Hancock’s men met the brunt of General Robert E. Lee’s last major effort of the battle, an assault of the Union center led by Major General George E. Pickett. Hancock rode his horse among his men, inspiring them and redirecting units to weak points in the line as necessary. Wounded when a bullet hit his saddle and forced pieces of it and a small nail into his thigh, Hancock refused treatment until victory was ensured. Hancock’s role on the third day of fighting was crucial to the Union victory.

Hancock never completely recovered from his wound, but he returned to active service with the Army of the Potomac in March 1864 to participate in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). His II Corps participated in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). In the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), Hancock’s corps suffered a disastrous rebuff when ordered to attack entrenched Confederate lines. Some 3,000 men of Hancock’s corps fell in the assault.

Continued problems from the Gettysburg wound forced Hancock from the field, but he returned later in June to participate in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and take part in the Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23), the First Battle of Deep Bottom (July 27–29), the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25), and the Battle of Boydton Plank Road (October 27–28). He was promoted to brigadier general in the regular army in August.

Health problems related to his Gettysburg wound forced Hancock to yield command of II Corps in November 1864. He then took station in the Washington, D.C., defenses, where he worked to build the Veteran Volunteer Reserve Corps before assuming command of the Middle Military Division. On March 13, 1865, Hancock was brevetted major general in the U.S. Army for his role in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House.

Promoted to the full rank of major general in the regular army (July 26, 1866), Hancock assumed command of the Department of the Missouri that August. During 1866–1867 he was involved in operations against hostile Native Americans on the southern Great Plains. Hancock then commanded the Fifth Military District of Louisiana and Texas (1867–1868). He next headed the Division of the Atlantic (1868–1869) before commanding the Department of Dakota (1869–1872). Hancock’s final commands were those of the Military District of the Atlantic (1872–1876) and the Department of the East (1877–1886).

A popular Democrat, Hancock’s frequent clashes with Radical Republican politicians led him to accept the Democratic Party nomination for president in the 1880 election, but he lost a close race to Republican James A. Garfield. Hancock remained on active duty with the army and died at his headquarters on Governors Island in New York Harbor on February 9, 1886.
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Humphreys, Andrew Atkinson (1810–1883)

Union officer. Andrew Atkinson Humphreys was born on November 2, 1810, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, into a prominent shipbuilding family. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1831 and saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) before resigning in 1836. After finding success in civil engineering, Humphreys reentered the army on July 7, 1838, as a first lieutenant of the Topographical Engineers. He was promoted to captain in 1848.

Following the beginning of the Civil War, Humphreys was promoted to major on August 6, 1861, and was assigned to the staff of Major General George B. McClellan in the Army of the Potomac. Promoted to colonel in March 1862, Humphreys served as chief topographical engineer for the army. On April 28, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. Given charge of the 3rd Division, V Corps, on September 12, 1862, he saw significant action at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13). On May 23, 1863, after the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4), Humphreys transferred to the 2nd Division, III Corps. His command was badly mauled in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Humphreys was advanced to major general (July 7, 1863). He served as chief of staff to Major General George G. Meade, commander of the Army of the Potomac, until the last months of the war. In November 1864 Humphreys was assigned command of II Corps, which he led ably during the waning days of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and with distinction during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), especially at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6). Brevetted through major general in the regular army, he mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866.

Humphreys became a permanent brigadier general and chief of the Army Corps of Engineers on August 8, 1866, remaining in that position until his retirement on June 30, 1879. He published two campaign studies, From Gettysburg to the Rapidan and The Virginia Campaign 1864 and 1865, in 1883 before dying on December 27 in Washington, D.C.
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McClellan, George Brinton (1826–1885)

Union officer. Born in Philadelphia on December 3, 1826, George Brinton McClellan studied at the University of Pennsylvania and then entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, receiving special dispensation to do so at the age of 15. McClellan graduated 2nd among the 59 members of the class of 1846. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), receiving two brevets. After the war McClellan served on the western frontier, performing various surveys and explorations and becoming somewhat of a favorite of Secretary of War Jefferson Davis. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1850, McClellan was advanced to captain in the new 1st Cavalry Regiment in 1855. Also in 1855, Davis gave McClellan a coveted assignment as one of the U.S. observers of the 1853–1856 Crimean War, and McClellan wrote a report that was much studied by American officers. In 1857 McClellan resigned his commission to accept a lucrative vice presidency with the Illinois Central Railroad and three years later the even more lucrative presidency of the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad.

When the Civil War began, McClellan became commander of Union troops in Ohio at the rank of major general of Ohio volunteers. In May 1861 President Abraham Lincoln directly appointed him a major general in the regular army, making him the second-ranking man in the service. McClellan’s first assignment was to advance into the western counties of Virginia. Thanks to able subordinates, Confederate miscues, and the support of the local populace, McClellan won an easy victory, and the area was largely secured for the Union by the midsummer of 1861, with McClellan hailed in Northern newspapers as “the Napoleon of the present war.”

The fame came at an opportune moment, for in the wake of the Union debacle at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), Lincoln was looking for a suitable general to replace the discredited Brigadier General Irvin McDowell. Given the job, McClellan showed skill in organizing and training the Army of the Potomac, restoring its morale even as its numbers grew with the arrival of new regiments. Yet throughout the autumn months, much to the dismay of the president and the Republican congressional leadership, McClellan did not advance. In November, Union Army general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, with whom McClellan had frequently quarreled, went into retirement. McClellan received Scott’s duties in addition to his previous ones, but the added authority did not make McClellan any more inclined to move forward. Making his political situation worse, McClellan was an open Democrat who approved of slavery and made no secret of his contempt for abolitionists and Republicans. He was grossly rude to Lincoln and even refused to tell the president his plans.

In January 1862 Lincoln ordered McClellan to advance toward Richmond. In response, McClellan criticized Lincoln’s plan and finally revealed that he had a scheme for taking the army down Chesapeake Bay by water, landing on the peninsula between the York and James Rivers, and advancing toward Richmond from the east. Lincoln had misgivings about the plan’s likely effectiveness, and some in Lincoln’s cabinet thought that it looked suspiciously like leaving Washington open to a Confederate counterstroke. Nevertheless, the president reluctantly gave his approval, although he relieved McClellan of his duties as general in chief, leaving him to command only the Army of the Potomac.

McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) grew out of his desire to restore the Union with a minimum of damage to Southern society and especially to the institution of slavery. Ironically, his slow and timid implementation of the plan helped prolong the war and accomplish exactly the results he wished to avoid. After advancing slowly to the outskirts of Richmond, McClellan lost his nerve and retreated after heavy attacks by General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Even after military failure, McClellan felt no compunction about pressing his political views on the president, especially urging him not to tamper with slavery. Lincoln, however, had already made up his mind after the failure to take Richmond that it was necessary to raise the stakes in the war by issuing the Emancipation Proclamation.

The president had also decided to withdraw McClellan’s troops from the peninsula and from McClellan’s command, transferring them to the army of Major General John Pope in northern Virginia. McClellan moved so slowly in transferring them that Lee was able to defeat Pope at the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) before most of them arrived. Many leading Republicans suspected, not entirely without reason, that McClellan and several of his loyal subordinates had hoped for just such an outcome. Still, with Pope’s army demoralized and the victorious Lee advancing into Maryland, Lincoln believed that he had little choice but to restore McClellan to command of the Union forces opposing Lee, hoping that McClellan’s popularity with the soldiers would help restore morale.

McClellan’s reinstatement did restore morale. Then a stroke of luck gave McClellan a complete copy of Lee’s orders for the operation, showing that the Confederate army was spread out and vulnerable. Yet McClellan moved so slowly that Lee was able to regroup his forces and face him from a strong defensive position behind Antietam Creek in western Maryland. Although McClellan outnumbered Lee by about two to one at Antietam, he overestimated Lee’s numbers by a factor of four, as he had done in all his previous operations. Holding almost half his force in reserve, on September 17, 1862, McClellan launched a series of piecemeal attacks that almost, but not quite, succeeded in driving Lee into the Potomac River. In the end, McClellan allowed Lee to escape. Several weeks later, fed up at last with McClellan’s slowness and lack of drive, Lincoln relieved him of command.

McClellan now plunged into Democratic Party politics and challenged Lincoln unsuccessfully in the 1864 presidential election. McClellan then traveled widely, worked as a civil engineer, wrote a patently self-adulatory memoir, and was governor of New Jersey (1878–1881). He died in Orange, New Jersey, on October 29, 1885.

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH

Further Reading

Hattaway, Herman, and Archer Jones. How the North Won: A Military History of the Civil War. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1983.

Rafuse, Ethan S. McClellan’s War: The Failure of Moderation in the Struggle for the Union. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005.

Sears, Stephen W. George B. McClellan: The Young Napoleon. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1988.

Porter, David Dixon (1813–1891)

Union naval officer. Born in Chester, Pennsylvania, on June 8, 1813, David Dixon Porter was the 3rd of 10 children of Commodore David Porter, who had distinguished himself in the War of 1812. David Dixon Porter’s adopted brother was David G. Farragut. Porter first went to sea with his father at age 10. After brief service as a midshipman in the Mexican Navy serving under his father, during which he was wounded and was briefly a prisoner of war of the Spanish, Porter joined the U.S. Navy as a midshipman in February 1829. He became a passed midshipman in July 1835 and made lieutenant in February 1841. Routine assignments included service in the Mediterranean.

Porter distinguished himself during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), especially in operations against Tabasco. Frustrated by the slow rate of advancement in the U.S. Navy, he took a leave of absence to captain merchant vessels.

Returning to duty with the navy in 1855, Porter received command of the steamer Supply and then served ashore at the Portsmouth Navy Yard (1857–1860). He was on the verge of a second leave of absence when the secession crisis occurred.

On April 1, 1861, Porter received command of the powerful side-wheel frigate Powhatan. He circumvented both Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles and commander of the Brooklyn Navy Yard Captain Andrew H. Foote in carrying out Secretary of War William H. Seward’s plan to relieve Fort Pickens in Florida. Despite having disobeyed orders, Porter received promotion to commander on April 22.

The Powhatan then conducted operations in the Gulf of Mexico. Early in 1862, Porter convinced Welles and Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox that bombardment of the two Confederate forts on the lower Mississippi by a flotilla of mortar boats would be essential to capturing the port of New Orleans.

Receiving command of the mortar flotilla under the overall command of his adopted brother and commander of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron Flag Officer Farragut, Porter carried out a six-day bombardment of Forts Jackson and St. Philip that failed to reduce the forts. Farragut then ran past the forts with the ships of his squadron, while Porter supplied gunfire support. With the two forts then cut off by the Union ships and troops, Porter took their surrender on April 28.

On October 15, 1862, Porter, now an acting rear admiral, assumed command of the Mississippi Squadron. Naval activity then sharply increased with the initiation of joint operations against Vicksburg. In January 1863 Porter helped secure Fort Hindman. He worked closely and effectively with Major General Ulysses S. Grant and Major General William T. Sherman and was rewarded for his role in the surrender of Vicksburg with advancement to permanent rear admiral over many other more senior officers, with date of rank of July 4, 1863.

In the spring of 1864, Porter commanded the naval component of the Red River Campaign, supporting army troops ashore under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks in an effort to capture Shreveport. Banks and Porter did not get along, and low water levels in the Red plagued Porter’s operations. Despite myriad problems, Porter succeeded in extricating his ships and was not blamed for the fiasco, one of the great military blunders of the war.

In September 1864 Porter assumed command of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and that December he assembled the most powerful naval force to that point in U.S. history—61 warships, including 5 ironclads, mounting a total of 635 guns—for an attack on Fort Fisher in an effort to close off the port of Wilmington to Confederate blockade-runners. The initial assault went poorly, thanks to ineffective cooperation on the part of commander of the Union Army contingent Major General Benjamin Butler. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant then sacked Butler and appointed Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry, who established an excellent working relationship with Porter. In a textbook amphibious operation, Fort Fisher fell to Union army and navy forces in January 1865. In April 1865 Porter operated on the James River, forcing the Confederate commander to scuttle his squadron there and conducting President Abraham Lincoln on a tour of Richmond.

Following the war Porter assumed the superintendency of the Naval Academy, where he introduced extensive reforms and remained until 1869. Promoted to vice admiral in July 1866, he was advanced to admiral in August 1870. He then served as head of the Board of Inspection until his death in Washington, D.C., on February 13, 1891.
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Reynolds, John Fulton (1820–1863)

Union officer. Born on September 20, 1820, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, John Fulton Reynolds graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. Reynolds first served with the artillery and spent more than five years in garrison assignments, earning promotion to first lieutenant in June 1846.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Reynolds was brevetted captain for his role in the Battle of Monterrey (September 21–24, 1846). During the Battle of Buena Vista (February 22–23, 1847), his guns helped repulse a Mexican effort to flank the American position, for which he was brevetted major.

Following the war Reynolds was stationed in the American West, where he fought Native Americans in Oregon’s Rogue River region in 1856 and served in the Mormon Expedition (1857–1858), winning promotion to captain in 1855. Reynolds returned to West Point in September 1860 as commandant of cadets, a post he held when the Civil War began in 1861.

With the onset of the Civil War, Reynolds was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the new 14th Infantry. Appointed brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861, he helped oversee the defense of Washington, D.C., and then briefly served as military governor of Fredericksburg, Virginia. His first brigade command came with the Pennsylvania Reserves in the Army of the Potomac. While fighting in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), Reynolds was taken prisoner during the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27). He was released in a prisoner exchange on August 13. Reynolds then commanded a division in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862). During the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), he commanded the Pennsylvania Militia, which was fully mobilized to repel Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s invasion of Maryland.

On November 29, 1862, Reynolds received promotion to major general of volunteers and went on to command the Army of the Potomac’s I Corps at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). After that engagement President Abraham Lincoln offered Reynolds command of the army, but Reynolds demurred, claiming that the president had refused to allow him to make unfettered command decisions.

Reynolds became one of the mythic heroes of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he was killed just west of the town on July 1 while leading his forces into a position in support of Brigadier General John Buford’s cavalry during the opening stages of the battle. Reynolds’s actions that day greatly assisted Union forces in securing the strong defensive positions that became known as “the Fishhook.”
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NOTABLE BATTLES/RAIDS

Stuart’s Chambersburg Raid (October 10–11, 1862)

Confederate cavalry raid to Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Chambersburg is located in south-central Pennsylvania some 50 miles southwest of Harrisburg and not far from the Maryland border. After the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia withdrew across the Potomac River into Virginia to rest and resupply. Major General George B. McClellan’s much larger Army of the Potomac remained in Maryland, encamped from Williamsport eastward to the Monocacy River. McClellan’s supply base was at Hagerstown, Maryland, where rail lines led north through the Cumberland Valley to Harrisburg and east toward Washington, D.C.

Lee was worried that McClellan would cross the river and attack before his own men were resupplied and ready to fight the larger Union army. To delay the enemy advance and gain information about McClellan’s intentions, Lee conferred with his cavalry commander, Major General J. E. B. “Jeb” Stuart. Together, they developed a bold plan. Stuart would lead 1,800 of his best horsemen across the river just west of the Union camps and then circle behind them into southern Pennsylvania. The target was Chambersburg, the seat of Franklin County and a small Union supply point. Five miles north of Chambersburg was a railroad bridge over the Conococheague Creek. If this bridge could be destroyed, supplies to the Union Army would be delayed while the bridge was rebuilt. Lee also told Stuart that he was free to seize civilian horses to resupply his men and to take hostages to exchange for Southern civilians in Union prisons.

On the foggy morning of October 10, 1862, Stuart’s horsemen splashed across the Potomac at McCoy’s Ford, scattering Union pickets on the opposite bank. Although McClellan was soon alerted that Confederate cavalrymen had crossed the river, he did not know their destination. Union troops went on alert, and cavalry began to scout the terrain around his army’s camps.

Stuart’s soldiers rode rapidly northward, passing through Mercersburg by noon on October 10 and reaching the outskirts of Chambersburg shortly before nightfall. There was no resistance as his men fanned out through the city, cutting telegraph wires and paroling captured Union soldiers in local hospitals. However, the detachment sent north to burn the railroad bridge returned after finding that the bridge was made of iron and would not burn. Early on October 11, Stuart’s men rode out of Chambersburg after setting fire to the railroad depot, several warehouses filled with military supplies, some machine shops, and several rows of railroad cars.

The Confederate horsemen next rode east to Cashtown and then filed south toward the Potomac. After successfully evading pursuing Union cavalry, Stuart’s exhausted men crossed the Potomac River at White’s Ford on October 12. The Chambersburg Raid had been a great success. Only two men had been wounded, but the raiders brought back with them 1,200 new horses and several civilian hostages. The destroyed military stores in Chambersburg were worth an estimated $250,000. Even though Stuart’s raid had not seriously affected the Union supply situation, it gave the already cautious McClellan even more to worry about.
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Gettysburg, Battle of (July 1–3, 1863)

Largest battle fought on the North American continent and the bloodiest contest of the Civil War. In a number of ways, the Battle of Gettysburg was the turning point of the war. The battle lasted for three days, from July 1 to July 3, 1863, and marked the deepest Confederate penetration of the North. Some 155,000 men fought in the battle, and a third of them became casualties.

Following the Confederate victory at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, convinced Confederate president Jefferson Davis to allow him to invade the North. Although the numbers favored the Federals, the ratio was closer than it had been for some time or would be again. Lee’s offensive was essentially a spoiling attack, designed to hit the Army of the Potomac before it could again move south and to secure food and supplies from the rich Cumberland Valley for the South. The idea was to let the North bear the brunt of the war for a while and give Virginia a rest. The more optimistic Confederates hoped that Lee would be able to defeat the Federals on Northern soil and thereby threaten Washington, Philadelphia, and New York. Ideally, such a victory would destroy the will of the North to continue the war.

Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia had grown to about 72,000 men. Following the death of Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the days after Chancellorsville, Lee reorganized his army from two infantry corps to three. Lieutenant General James Longstreet commanded I Corps, while Jackson’s old corps was essentially divided into II Corps under Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell and III Corps under Lieutenant General A. P. Hill. Major General J. E. B. Stuart commanded the Confederate cavalry corps.

[image: image]

Print of the painting Hancock at Gettysburg by Thure de Thulstrup, showing Major General Winfield S. Hancock riding along the Union lines steadying the defenders during the Confederate bombardment preceding Pickett’s Charge on the final day of the Battle of Gettysburg, July 1–3, 1863. (Library of Congress)

Union major general Joseph Hooker’s Army of the Potomac numbered as many as 94,000 men. Organized in seven corps, it was rebuilding and preparing to resume the offensive. In the meantime, Hooker’s army occupied defensive positions above the Rappahannock River to keep watch on Lee.

On June 3 Lee set his army in motion, moving west. Hooker moved on a parallel track to keep his own army between Lee’s army and the federal capital of Washington, D.C. Crossing over the Blue Ridge Mountains, Lee moved north over the Potomac River. By late June, he was in position to threaten a number of Northern cities. Lee also hoped that he would be able to tempt the Federals into attacking him on ground of his own choosing, relying on defensive firepower to defeat the more numerous Union force.

By this time, Hooker no longer commanded the Army of the Potomac. The Union general had been quarreling with Washington, and on June 28 U.S. president Abraham Lincoln, dissatisfied in any case with Hooker’s performance at Chancellorsville, where he had fumbled away a splendid opportunity to smash Lee, took the risky decision of removing his commander in the midst of a campaign. Major General George Gordon Meade replaced Hooker. The former commander of V Corps, Meade was solid and dependable. He took time to make decisions but stuck by them, and he was not likely to be frightened by Lee.

Lee relied implicitly on and gave wide latitude to his excellent cavalry commander, Stuart, and assigned him the task of screening the army’s right flank on the movement north. Stuart, however, had been obliged to use fords farther east than planned, and it took time for him to work his way back. Stuart was also forced to fight a number of costly engagements with the dramatically improved Union cavalry, including the huge Battle of Brandy Station (June 9) and clashes at Aldie (June 17), Middleburg (June 17–19), and Upperville (June 21). As it worked out, Stuart missed the march north and the first two days of the Gettysburg battle. Meanwhile, Lee’s army was blind. Lee assumed that the reliable Stuart would have informed him if the Federals were on the move, as was indeed the case.

On June 28, Lee’s army was dangerously spread out in four widely separated major bodies. That day, Lee learned to his dismay that Meade’s army was at Frederick, Maryland, and closer to part of his own army than its parts were to each other. If he did not concentrate at once, he risked the danger of having his army destroyed piecemeal. Lee sent couriers with instructions for the army to concentrate at the small town of Gettysburg, a key road intersection.

On June 30, one of Hill’s brigades under brigadier general James Johnston Pettigrew spotted troopers of Union brigadier general John Buford’s cavalry division north of Gettysburg. Both sides then rushed reinforcements forward. Lee would not get the opportunity to fight the battle on terrain of his own choosing.

On July 1, Major General Henry Heth’s division of Hill’s corps approached the town with orders not to bring on an engagement. Instead, Heth’s men were drawn into battle with nearly 3,000 Union cavalrymen, barring their way into the town. Buford realized the importance of the high ground to his rear, and his men purchased just enough time for Union infantry to come up. Major General John F. Reynolds brought the 10,000 men of I Corps into battle as Meade rushed other units of his army forward. I Corps was soon reinforced by XI Corps, but the Union troops were driven back through the town. Lee’s army was coming in from the north, while that of Meade was marching up from the south.

The outnumbered and outflanked Union forces withdrew through the town of Gettysburg to the hills behind it, collecting on Cemetery Ridge. Lee arrived that afternoon. He had neither anticipated nor wanted a battle here, but the Confederates had enjoyed success thus far. Lee ordered Ewell to occupy the hills and Cemetery Ridge beyond the town if possible. Ewell, interpreting Lee’s broad phrasing as a request rather than an order, decided to take no action. As night fell, the Union forces consolidated their defenses.

The first day of battle had been especially costly for the Union side. Of 18,000 Federals engaged that day, two-thirds were casualties. Reynolds was among those killed. But the Union troops had purchased time for the Army of the Potomac to establish strong defenses, the so-called Fishhook. It ran from Culp’s Hill southeast of the town northwestward to Cemetery Hill and then curved sharply south along Cemetery Ridge, eventually stretching to Little Round Top and Big Round Top. This terrain was Meade’s greatest advantage during the battle. It enabled him, on interior lines, to shift resources much more quickly than could Lee, who occupied far longer exterior lines outside the Union arc. Major General Winfield Scott Hancock, who commanded II Corps and was perhaps the best Union general on the field in the battle, had been sent by Meade to assess the situation and made the decision to stay and fight on Cemetery Ridge and Culp’s Hill. Meanwhile, two additional Union corps arrived during the evening, giving Hancock an additional 20,000 men. Meade arrived on the battlefield after midnight and took command.

During the evening of July 1, the Army of Northern Virginia concentrated at Gettysburg. Ewell’s corps faced the top of the Fishhook: Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill. To Ewell’s right, Hill’s men formed opposite the ridge, while Longstreet’s still-arriving corps moved into position on Hill’s right. Lee met with his corps commanders and outlined his plan for offensive action on July 2. Longstreet’s corps on the Confederate right was to attack the Union left, suspected to be near the Round Tops, while Ewell’s corps would strike Culp’s Hill on the Union right. Lee desired to press in both flanks simultaneously and force Meade to retreat but had no knowledge of the exact location of the Union flanks. Without reliable information from his still-missing cavalry, Lee had to issue broad orders and rely on his commanders to locate the enemy.

Longstreet’s flanking movement to the Round Tops developed slowly, hampered by a lack of knowledge of the area and the desire to avoid Union detection until he could launch the attack. The Confederates engaged in extensive countermarching to avoid observation by Union signalers on Little Round Top. As a result, Longstreet’s attack did not commence until 4:00 p.m. But the Confederates were given a magnificent opportunity thanks to an impetuous decision of Union III Corps commander Major General Daniel Sickles. On his own initiative, Sickles moved his 11,000 men forward in advance of the Fishhook to a small rise topped by Sherly’s Peach Orchard. Sickles believed that this area was superior to the position Meade had ordered him to occupy. Sickles had almost completed his deployment when Longstreet’s corps slammed into his position and inflicted heavy casualties on the Union defenders. Sickles’s decision had both isolated his corps and exposed the entire Union left flank.

As fighting for the Peach Orchard raged, the remainder of Longstreet’s corps headed for the Round Tops. The seizure of this high ground would allow the Confederates to dominate the entire Union line. Elements of Major General J. B. Hood’s division fought through Devil’s Den, where Hood fell badly wounded, while part of Brigadier General Evander Law’s brigade easily drove off the few Federals on Big Round Top and then prepared to assault Little Round Top. Meade’s chief engineer, Brigadier General Gouverneur K. Warren, discovered Little Round Top unoccupied and sent an appeal for immediate assistance. Union reinforcements in the form of Colonel Strong Vincent’s brigade arrived just in time. Colonel Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain’s 20th Maine Regiment took the brunt of the Confederate attack. His men repulsed several Confederate charges. Then, almost entirely out of ammunition, Chamberlain ordered his men to fix bayonets and charge. The Union troops drove the surprised Alabamians facing them down the hill. It was one of the most memorable actions of the entire war and may have saved the battle for the Union.

Meanwhile, desperate fighting raged back and forth in both the Wheat Field and the Peach Orchard. Finally, the Confederates broke through Sickles’s position, but Hancock, who had collected what units he could, drove them back. Meade shifted much of his XII Corps to assist Sickles. This left only one Union brigade to hold Culp’s Hill. Fortunately for the Union side, the two Confederate flanking attacks were not simultaneous. Ewell’s attack on Culp’s Hill did not begin until dusk at 7:00 p.m. In fighting that continued into the dark, Union troops held most of the line behind prepared positions of logs and rocks. The next morning when the remainder of XII Corps had returned, the Union troops drove the Confederates back to their original positions.

Although Longstreet’s and Ewell’s corps had been fought to a standstill, Lee believed that he had struck the Army of the Potomac a severe blow and that one more attack would collapse it. Lee had tested both Union flanks; now he would try the center. Stuart’s cavalry had finally arrived at about noon, and Major General George E. Pickett’s division from Longstreet’s Corps had also come up and was now available. On the Union side, the large VI Corps also appeared on the field. The entire Army of the Potomac was thus in place. Meade informed his commanders that the next day Lee would test the Union center.

Lee’s attack of July 3 was indeed against the center of the Union line directed toward a small copse of trees and a stone wall on Cemetery Ridge. Hancock’s II Corps and I Corps, now under Major General John Newton, held this section of the Union line. The more than one mile separating the two armies was open and rolling terrain, offering no cover or concealment for the attackers. Lee planned to utilize three divisions: that of Pickett and two others from Hill’s III Corps, under temporary commanders Pettigrew and Major General Isaac Trimble. Both of the latter divisions had suffered heavily in the first day of fighting; Pickett’s was the only fresh division. Longstreet tried to talk Lee out of the assault but to no avail. As part of the Confederate plan, Lee ordered Ewell to launch a simultaneous attack on Culp’s Hill, while Stuart’s cavalry would swing wide from the north and threaten the Union rear.

The third day of fighting began at about 4:30 a.m. when the Union XII Corps began an artillery bombardment of Confederate positions at Culp’s Hill. Ewell then commenced his attack. There were heavy casualties on both sides, but the Confederates here accomplished nothing to support Lee’s battle plan when the fighting stopped just after noon.

At about 1:00 p.m., 160 Confederate guns massed in the center of the line opened what would be the largest artillery duel in the history of North America. Fewer than 100 Union guns replied in a two-hour cannonade. The Confederate fire had little effect. Most guns overshot, and the shelling caused little damage to the Union line, although it did wreak havoc in the Union rear.

At about 2:00 p.m., the Union guns fell silent to preserve ammunition. The Confederate assault then began, with the three divisions in line a mile wide, flags flying as if on parade, over the open ground toward the Union lines a mile distant. Under furious Union artillery fire, the Confederates continued to advance, their line now exposed to enfilading fire. Only several hundred Confederates reached the Union line. There they were driven back, killed, or captured in fierce hand-to-hand combat. Of some 12,000 Confederates who began the attack that day, some 6,500 (55 percent), including most of the brigade commanders, were casualties in what would forever be known as Pickett’s Charge. Union casualties were only about 1,500 men. That afternoon Union horsemen defeated the Confederate cavalry about five miles east of the battlefield, completing the ascendance of the Union cavalry. For all practical purposes, the Battle of Gettysburg was over.

Lee then shortened his line, remaining in place along Seminary Ridge the next day and hoping that Meade would repeat Lee’s error and attack him. Meade refused. Finally, on the night of July 4 under a heavy rain, Lee decamped, withdrawing back down the Cumberland Valley. Meade was slow to pursue, and Lee was able to get away. By July 14, most of his army was across the Potomac and back into Virginia, with considerable booty and upward of 6,000 Union prisoners.

In the Battle of Gettysburg, Meade lost perhaps 23,000 men. Lee’s losses were at least as great and possibly as high as 28,000 men. Although the Confederates pictured Gettysburg as a victory, the truth was that it was a serious Confederate defeat. The Army of Northern Virginia would never fully recover; too many fine regiment, brigade, and division commanders simply could not be replaced. The Army of the Potomac had at last lived up to its promise. Coming at the same time as the Union success at Vicksburg, the military balance now decisively favored the North. On November 19, 1863, President Lincoln arrived at Gettysburg to participate in the dedication of the Gettysburg National Cemetery and there delivered one of the most memorable speeches in American history, the Gettysburg Address.
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Chambersburg, Burning of (July 30, 1864)

The deliberate torching of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, by Confederate troops. Chambersburg is located in the Cumberland Valley of southern Pennsylvania some 20 miles north of the Mason-Dixon Line and 53 miles southwest of Harrisburg. Chambersburg was the seat of Franklin County and a key railway junction connecting Hagerstown, Maryland, with Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Chambersburg possessed edged tool factories, a paper mill, a bank, two breweries, and four hotels. In 1864 the city had a population of some 6,000 people.

Confederate forces had briefly occupied Chambersburg on October 10–11, 1862, during a raid by Major General J. E. B. Stuart and again in June 1863, prior to the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), when General Robert E. Lee had made it a major concentration point for his forces. But Lee’s General Orders No. 72 and 73 prohibiting the destruction of civilian property had then saved the city from major harm. On June 10, 1864, the U.S. War Department established the Department of the Susquehanna with the intent to protect Pennsylvania from further Confederate invasions. Major General Darius Couch commanded the department, the headquarters of which was located in Chambersburg.

During May 26–June 18, 1864, Major General David Hunter, commander of the Department of West Virginia, had mounted a major raid into the Shenandoah Valley that terminated at Lynchburg and had resulted in the destruction of civilian property. On July 28 in retaliation for Hunter’s Raid, Confederate commander in the Shenandoah Lieutenant General Jubal Early ordered a raid to be launched against Chambersburg. Led by Brigadier General John McCausland, the Confederate force consisted of two cavalry brigades—that of McCausland and another under Brigadier General Bradley T. Johnson—numbering about 2,800 men in all. McCausland carried written orders from Early in which he was to demand from the citizens of Chambersburg $100,000 in gold specie or $500,000 in U.S. currency in compensation for Hunter’s destruction of private property, including a number of specific residences, and the burning of the Virginia Military Institute. If these demands were not met, Chambersburg was to be burned. Early had employed the same ransom technique in his raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21), when he demanded and received $200,000 from the residents of Frederick, Maryland.

On the night of July 29–30 McCausland’s men captured Union pickets, and early on July 30 the two brigades crossed into Union territory. The Confederates reached Mercersburg after dark, stopping there briefly to feed their horses and give stragglers time to join the rest of the force. The Confederates then continued their movement despite opposition from a Union cavalry regiment, which was able to provide time for General Couch to evacuate from Chambersburg by train military supplies and the bank’s assets.

The Confederates reached Chambersburg early on the morning of July 30, easily brushing aside some militia troops with one artillery piece trying to defend the city. Residents of Chambersburg were awakened at 5:30 a.m. by shots from the Confederate artillery, and the city itself was quickly occupied by 500 Confederates. McCausland kept the majority of the two brigades positioned on high ground overlooking the town. Entering Chambersburg with his aides, McCausland sent word of his demands via a local attorney, J. W. Douglas. The citizens were given six hours to collect the sum requested. Many citizens met the Confederate demands with contempt. Remembering the previous Confederate occupations, they believed that this was a hollow threat. After several hours, a number of citizens met with McCausland. Some were willing to try to raise the money; others were not. McCausland showed them his written orders in an attempt to induce them to meet the terms.

With the expiration of the six hours and the money not forthcoming, McCausland ordered the town burned. Already there had been some looting. The Confederates set fire to a warehouse and then to the courthouse and town hall. The flames quickly spread from the city square, and military discipline vanished as Confederate troops looted businesses and private residences prior to putting them to the torch. Many citizens lost everything. The townspeople sought refuge in the town cemetery or in fields surrounding the city. McCausland placed under temporary arrest some Confederates who refused to obey his orders to torch the town.

McCausland then withdrew his men. They had completely destroyed Chambersburg’s central business district and much of the residential area. Although reports on the number of buildings destroyed vary, it may have been as high as 550. A state commission later estimated damage at more than $1.6 million. Some 3,000 people were left homeless, but only 1 resident, an elderly African American woman, had died. One Confederate soldier was also dead.

McCausland’s raiders returned to Confederate soil the next day. To their deaths, McCausland and Early defended the decision to burn Chambersburg as being justified by the circumstances and a legitimate act of war. Northern public opinion saw it differently. Indeed, the raid actually was counterproductive, for Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant now reorganized disparate forces into the Army of the Shenandoah under Major General Philip Sheridan and ordered it to destroy the Shenandoah Valley.
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Rhode Island

INTRODUCTION

The state of Rhode Island, located in New England, encompassed 1,212 square miles and had an 1860 population of 174,620. Rhode Island is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the south, Massachusetts to the north and east, and Connecticut to the west. Abraham Lincoln carried the state easily in the 1860 presidential election, but prior to the war, political sentiments in Rhode Island were mixed—in large part because its textile industry relied heavily on cotton from the South. For many years, prominent southern families, especially from South Carolina and Georgia, had come to Newport during the summer to escape the southern heat. In the years before the war, ship owners in Rhode Island had also profited from the slave trade. However, after the commencement of the war, Rhode Island became a staunch supporter of the Union war effort.

Highly industrialized, Rhode Island had one of the largest concentrations of textile mills in the Union; thus, it was able to provide much in the way of supplies and matériel. Rhode Island industry provided the Union Army with uniforms, blankets, small arms, sabers, musket parts, cannons, iron bars, and horseshoes. Additionally, the Providence Steam Engine Company provided engines for two sloops.

Because of strong Southern sympathies in Maryland and Union fears of a Confederate invasion of that state, in April 1861 the sailing frigate Constitution carried midshipmen of the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, to Newport, Rhode Island, where the school was relocated for the duration of the war. The academy was briefly based at Fort Adams on Narragansett Bay but was subsequently moved into the town of Newport.

Rhode Island citizens responded immediately to President Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of April 15, 1861, calling for 75,000 volunteers, and on April 16, 1861, Governor William Sprague issued an order for the organization of the 1st Rhode Island Infantry. The unit was raised in only five days and soon left for Washington, D.C. The 1st Rhode Island Infantry later participated in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). In total, the state provided 10 infantry regiments, 3 regiments and 1 battalion of cavalry, 3 heavy artillery regiments, 10 light artillery batteries, and 1 company of hospital guards. Among those who served were 1,837 African Americans and 1,878 sailors. Rhode Island raised some 5,000 more troops than the federal quota had stipulated, for a grand total of 23,236 men. Of that number, 1,321 died of all causes.

Batteries of the Rhode Island 1st Light Artillery were present on Cemetery Ridge opposing the Confederate advance during Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg on July 3, 1863. Prominent military leaders from Rhode Island included Major Generals Ambrose Burnside, Silas Casey, and Richard Arnold as well as Brigadier General Thomas W. Sherman and Fleet Captain (later Rear Admiral) William Rogers Taylor.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Newport, Rhode Island

Important port city located in southeastern Rhode Island on Aquidneck Island between the Atlantic Ocean and Narragansett Bay. Newport, which had an 1860 population of 10,508, has a long history that is inextricably linked to the sea and shipping. First settled by English dissenters from the Massachusetts Bay Colony beginning in late 1638, Newport fast became Rhode Island’s principal port city. Waves of Spanish and Portuguese Jews fleeing oppression in their homeland began settling in Newport in the late 1650s, lending a decidedly multicultural feel to the place. Many were excellent businessmen who established prosperous businesses and shipping concerns in Newport. During the colonial era, Newport was an integral part of the slave trade—which continued into the 19th century—and the so-called triangular trade of the mercantilist system.

The American Revolutionary War dealt Newport a heavy blow. By 1783 when that conflict ended, the city’s population had plummeted by nearly 50 percent, as many shippers, shipbuilders, and businessmen relocated to Boston, Providence, and other larger cities. Beginning in the mid-1800s, however, Newport underwent a dazzling resurgence, as many wealthy industrialists and the like began building elaborate summer homes there. Extravagant and costly, these homes, with such idyllic names as Chateau-sur-Mer, completed in 1851, soon transformed Newport into the playground of the rich and famous. By the 1840s large numbers of Irish immigrants began settling in the city, finding work on the docks and wharves and in the area’s shipyards.

In April 1861, Union officials, concerned that the Confederates might move against the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, decided to relocate the school to Newport. Newport remained home to the academy until 1865. Later in the century, Newport became the summer home of such scions of wealth as the Astors, Dukes, and Vanderbilts. In the 20th century, the city was the unofficial summer white house for Presidents Dwight Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy.
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Providence, Rhode Island

Capital city of Rhode Island. Providence is located in east-central Rhode Island at the northern head of Narragansett Bay and on the mouth of the Providence River, which bisects the city. The city had an 1860 population of 50,665. The area was first settled by Europeans in 1636, when religious dissenter Roger Williams was banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony and decided to found a colony based on religious toleration. By the mid-18th century, Providence had become a small but thriving town whose main economic pursuits were shipping, shipbuilding, fishing, and agriculture.

Beginning in the late 18th century, the Providence area became the center of the American textile industry, and by the 1820s it boasted more textile mills proportionately than any other city in the country. Other industries began to proliferate in the city during the 1830s–1860s, including machine tools, silverware, jewelry, and shipbuilding. In the antebellum era, Providence was home to several significant free black neighborhoods, and beginning in the late 1830s, the city became a magnet for newly arriving immigrants who sought work in its myriad factories and wharves. Chief among these were the Irish, Germans, English, Swedes, and French Canadians.

Because Providence was home to many large textile firms, the city had important connections to the South, which provided cotton for the textile mills. Many of the city’s wealthiest businessmen were thus loath to antagonize their southern suppliers. At the same time, numerous shipping companies had strong connections to the South, as ships based in Providence participated in the internal slave trade and moved finished products into the South and raw materials from the South into the North. By the time the secession crisis came to a head in late 1860, the city was politically bifurcated between those who decried secession and slavery and those who benefitted from the South’s economic and labor system. When war did come in April 1861, however, the majority of the city’s residents and businessmen fell in line and strongly supported the Union war effort.

Providence’s economy benefitted handsomely during the war, mainly in the supplying of uniforms, sails, tents, and other textile-related products as well as machine tools, metal and brass fittings, and the like. Providence thrived well into the 20th century, but signs of its eventual decline as an industrial powerhouse could be seen as early as the 1920s, when many textile plants relocated to the South.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Adams

Military installation located some three miles southwest of Newport, Rhode Island, at the eastern mouth of Newport Harbor. The site that became Fort Adams—named after President John Adams—was first garrisoned as a defensive post in 1799. A relatively modest structure, it was armed with 12 large cannon. In the wake of the War of 1812, when U.S. officials began to reassess American’s seacoast defenses, the War Department decided to build a much larger and more modern fort at the site. Construction began in 1824 and continued—irregularly—until 1857.

The new Fort Adams was a classically designed structure and at the time one of the most complex forts in existence. It was an irregularly shaped five-sided structure made of locally quarried stones. Many Irish immigrants worked on it. From 1825 until 1838, the renowned military engineer Colonel Joseph G. Totten supervised the construction on the new Fort Adams. The facility was designed to house 468 heavy guns, many in concrete and stone casemates.

Although still far from complete, Fort Adams was first garrisoned in 1841. It was designed to accommodate up to 2,400 men and included a barracks, officers’ quarters, the commandant’s quarters, offices, shot furnaces, a powder magazine, and various warehouses and shops. All of this was enclosed within the walls, as was a commodious courtyard that was frequently used as a parade and training ground. Ironically, perhaps, by the time of the Civil War, advances in artillery and ordnance had made Fort Adams’s primary mission—that of seacoast defense—obsolete.

Nevertheless, during April–September 1861, Fort Adams became the temporary home of the U.S. Naval Academy, which had been relocated from Annapolis, Maryland, for safety reasons. After the Academy moved to a location within Newport proper, Fort Adams once again became an army facility, and several Rhode Island regiments were mustered in, outfitted, and trained there. Fort Adams remained an active military facility until the 1960s. In 1965, the federal government deeded the fort and its surrounding grounds to the State of Rhode Island, which turned it into a state park.
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United States Naval Academy

Professional school to train midshipmen to become U.S. Navy or U.S. Marine Corps officers. Established in 1845 and located on the Severn River in Annapolis, Maryland, the U.S. Naval Academy has thrived in its mission to instruct the midshipmen in an atmosphere that promotes good morals, mental acuity, and physical fitness.

President John Adams first suggested a school for naval officers. Prior to the creation of a naval college, many naval officers held the traditional view that the best education for future officers was at sea as they learned on the job. Others simply opposed the expense of such a naval academy.

A naval college was briefly established at the Naval Asylum at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. The asylum served as both a hospital and convalescent home for disabled and infirm sailors and a naval school for midshipmen. But in the wake of the Somers Mutiny of 1842, the spirited debate between providing formal education or training in ships further shifted toward creating a new school. On the recommendation of Secretary of the Navy George Bancroft, President James K. Polk authorized the transfer of Fort Severn in Annapolis from the army to the navy on June 16, 1845, for the purpose of establishing a naval school.

The academy was formally opened on October 10, 1845, under its first superintendent, Commander Franklin Buchanan, later a rear admiral in the Confederate Navy during the Civil War. Midshipmen were accepted between the ages of 13 and 15. Originally they received 2 years of study, spent 3 years at sea, and then completed their education at the academy for 1 more year. Midshipmen now complete 4 years of academic study supplemented by cruises in the summer.

Because of the relative proximity of the academy to the Confederacy, the U.S. Naval Academy was moved temporarily to Newport, Rhode Island, for the duration of the Civil War. On May 9, 1861, the steamer Baltic and the frigate Constitution arrived at Newport with the naval academy’s entire faculty, staff, and midshipmen on board. The Constitution, along with a local leased hotel, served as barracks and classrooms during the war. In the meantime, the facilities at Annapolis were pressed into service as an army field hospital and post.

In response to rapid technological advances that were changing the very premises of naval warfare in the 1860s, Captain George S. Blake, the U.S. Naval Academy’s superintendent, advocated curriculum changes that had midshipmen studying mechanical drawing, chemistry, calculus, and geometry. Some high-ranking naval officials, such as Rear Admiral David D. Porter, fretted that the new focus on science was coming at the price of practical hands-on training and exercises. In response to such worries, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles created an oversight board in May 1865 to evaluate the academy and its curriculum. The board was headed by Vice Admiral David Farragut and concluded that the academy had suffered while located in Newport. The board also found that the curriculum changes had been too abrupt and too sweeping. Just a few months later Porter was named the new superintendent, and the academy was reassembled at Annapolis.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Anthony, Henry Bowen (1815–1884)

Newspaper editor and politician. Henry Bowen Anthony was born on April 1, 1815, in Coventry, Rhode Island. After graduating from Brown University in 1833, he entered the newspaper business and by 1838 was the editor of Rhode Island’s premier newspaper, the Providence Journal. He later became part owner of the paper. Virulently anti-Catholic, Anthony wrote many editorials denouncing the growing Catholic influence in Rhode Island, and when he ran for governor as a Whig in 1849, he made anti-Catholicism a major platform of his campaign. Much of Anthony’s intolerance was aimed at the ever-increasing number of Irish immigrants and French Canadians, the vast majority of whom were Catholic, settling in Rhode Island. Anthony served as governor during 1849–1851.

After leaving office, Anthony resumed his editorial responsibilities and joined the Republican Party in the mid-1850s. In 1858 he ran for a seat in the U.S. Senate and won. Taking office in 1859, he served continuously until his death in 1884. During the 41st Congress to the 43rd Congress, Anthony served as president pro tempore of the Senate. He strongly backed President Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860 and was a firm supporter of the president’s war policies. Elected conference chairman in 1875, a precursor to Senate majority leader, Anthony was highly effective in managing Senate debates and votes, protecting Republican priorities, and enunciating party stances. Known as the father of the Senate, he also introduced the Anthony Rule, which limited debates prior to voting.

Anthony died in Providence, Rhode Island, while still in office, on September 2, 1884.
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Brownell, Kady Southwell (ca. 1842–1915)

Northern heroine and nurse. Kady Southwell was born circa 1842 in an army camp on the West African coast. Her father was a Scottish-born soldier in the British Army; her mother, who died when Kady was a young child, was French. Southwell was taken in as a child by a Scottish family, which then moved to Providence, Rhode Island. Before her early teens, she was already laboring in the textile mills of Providence. Sometime prior to 1861, she met and married American millwright Robert Brownell.

When the Civil War commenced, Robert Brownell enlisted in the 1st Rhode Island Volunteers, becoming an orderly sergeant. His wife insisted on accompanying him, so Kady Brownell volunteered to carry the colors of the 1st Rhode Island. She carried the flag at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). The 1st Rhode Island was disbanded shortly after the engagement, however.

In October 1861, Robert Brownell enlisted in the 5th Rhode Island Infantry Regiment. Kady Brownell stayed with the unit as it took part in Major General Ambrose Burnside’s expedition to capture New Bern, North Carolina beginning in January 1862.

On March 14, 1862, when Burnside’s army commenced the battle to take New Bern, Kady Brownell took up the 5th Rhode Island’s flag—it is unclear whether she was given permission to do so or not—as the regiment rushed the Confederate breastworks. Allegedly, she helped save the regiment by moving to high ground and waving the flag when another Union outfit mistakenly opened fire on it. Robert Brownell was wounded seriously during the Union capture of New Bern that day. When she learned of her husband’s injury, Kady Brownell rushed to his side, staying with him there for six weeks as he regained his health. In the process, she also helped nurse numerous other wounded soldiers, both Union and Confederate, earning much admiration.

In late April when he was well enough to travel, Robert Brownell was taken to New York with his wife at his side. He was never able to return to combat and was granted a medical discharge sometime in 1862. Little is known about the Brownells thereafter. They returned to Providence and sometime between 1862 and 1870 relocated to Bridgeport, Connecticut. In 1870, Kady Brownell was inducted into the Grand Army of the Republic but not without much protest among certain members who resented a woman joining the organization. In 1884, now nearly destitute, Brownell applied for a military pension for her service and was granted $8 per month. She died at Oxford, New York, on January 5, 1915.
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Smith, James Youngs (1809–1876)

Businessman and governor of Rhode Island. James Youngs Smith was born on September 15, 1809, in Groton, Connecticut, and was a clerk in a general merchandise store before moving to Rhode Island as a young man. Settling in Providence, he cofounded the successful Asborn & Smith Lumber Company and then went on to establish several textile mills in both Rhode Island and Connecticut. After joining the Republican Party, Smith served as mayor of Providence from 1855 until 1857. He then served in the state legislature before launching an unsuccessful bid for governor in 1861.

Successful in his second race for governor, Smith took office in May 1863. He presided over a booming war economy but ran afoul of federal officials because he supported the state’s prevailing sentiments that Rhode Islanders should not be drafted into national service. Smith instead turned to voluntary enlistments and a bounty system, which never quite satisfied federal requirements. Before leaving office in May 1866 he was accused of fostering corruption in the enlistment system, but he was later cleared of any wrongdoing.

Smith did not hold public office after 1866 and instead tended to his business interests as well as various charitable causes. He died on March 26, 1876, in Providence, Rhode Island.
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Sprague, William, IV (1830–1915)

Business magnate, governor of Rhode Island, and U.S. senator. William Sprague IV was born on September 12, 1830, in Cranston, Rhode Island, the scion of a wealthy and influential family that made its fortune in textiles. Sprague entered the family commercial empire at age 15, and by the time he was 26, he and his brothers were running the business, which continued to expand and included a railroad. Sprague was often flighty, irresponsible, and vain, but in 1859 Rhode Island’s Union Party nominated him for governor over the Republican candidate, who was deemed too radical. Sprague accepted the nomination and won the election in 1860, although some argued that he had purchased his huge landslide by bribery. He was reelected in 1861 and immediately embraced the Union’s war effort, sending one of the first state regiments, which he had helped to equip with his own funds, to Washington, D.C.

Sprague personally accompanied the troops south, served as an aide to Brigadier General Ambrose P. Burnside, and was a participant at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). Thereafter, Sprague lobbied the War Department for a major generalship, promising in return that he would coerce the Rhode Island legislature into repealing a statute that limited volunteers’ enlistments to three-month terms. President Abraham Lincoln quashed the deal, and instead Sprague was offered a brigadier general’s commission, which he refused, arguing that Rhode Islanders would consider the rank a slight. In 1862 Sprague attended the governors’ conference in Altoona, Pennsylvania, but played no significant role there. Elected to a third term, he resigned the governor’s post in March 1863 to take a seat in the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1875. In November 1863 he wed Kate Chase, daughter of Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase, who was considered the belle of Washington. The two drifted apart, however, a development that was fueled by Sprague’s drinking and his wife’s alleged affair with New York senator Roscoe Conkling. They divorced in 1882.

With his fortune largely eroded by the Panic of 1873 and the resulting economic depression, Sprague became increasingly unstable. Later defeated in another bid for governor, he built a palatial mansion in Narragansett, where he served as president of the town council beginning in 1900. A fire gutted the home in 1909, at which time Sprague and his second wife moved to Paris, where he died on September 11, 1915.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Casey, Silas (1807–1882)

Union officer and author of a seminal manual on infantry tactics used by thousands of officers in the Union Army. Silas Casey was born on July 12, 1807, in East Greenwich, Rhode Island. Although proficient in mathematics, he graduated at the bottom of his class at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1826. After graduation, he first served with the 7th Infantry and then transferred to the 2nd Infantry. In 1829 after serving three years of frontier duty, Casey was transferred to Sackets Harbor, New York. After service at Fort Niagara, New York, and Fort Gratiot, Michigan, he was promoted to first lieutenant in 1836.

Casey fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), then went on to serve in Buffalo, New York, and at Fort Mackinac in Michigan. In 1847 during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Casey participated in Major General Winfield Scott’s Mexico City Campaign. Following heroic actions at the Battle of Chapultepec, Casey was brevetted lieutenant colonel.
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Silas Casey fought in the Mexican-American War and was a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army at the start of the Civil War. He led a division in the March–August 1862 Peninsula Campaign, then served largely in administrative posts. In 1863 he published Infantry Tactics for Colored Troops, which was adopted that same year. Casey ended the war as a major general in the regular army. (Library of Congress)

Following the Mexican-American War, Casey was posted to the Oregon Territory, where he was involved in providing protection for the topographical teams investigating the area. During the 1850s he helped to revise the infantry tactics manual for the U.S. Army. The revised manual included the use of the Colt revolver by mounted soldiers. Rising through the ranks, Casey received the substantive promotion to lieutenant colonel in 1855.

At the outset of the Civil War, Casey was recalled to Washington, D.C., and appointed brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861. After serving in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) as a division commander, he was promoted to major general. For the rest of the war, he served as an administrator and commanded a brigade in the defense of Washington, D.C. He was also responsible for training newly formed regiments before they were sent into battle. In 1862 Casey revised the manual System of Infantry Tactics. Although similar to the two-volume manual published by William J. Hardee in 1855, Casey’s three-volume manual incorporated new company-level and battalion-level tactics to complement the brigade and division formations used by the Union Army during the Civil War. The manual was applicable for regular, volunteer, and militia troops. In 1863 Casey wrote Infantry Tactics for Colored Troops to supplement the 1862 manual, and he served as president of the U.S. Army’s Board for the Examination of Candidates for Officers of Colored Troops. He was brevetted major general in the regular army in March 1865.

After the war, Casey served as colonel of the 4th Infantry until he retired from active duty on July 8, 1868. Casey died on January 22, 1882, in Brooklyn, New York.
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Sherman, Thomas West (1813–1879)

Union officer. Thomas West Sherman was born in Newport, Rhode Island, on March 26, 1813. In 1832, disappointed with his education choices, which were limited by his family’s low income, Sherman walked more than 400 miles to Washington, D.C., where he managed to secure an audience with President Andrew Jackson. Sherman had hoped to win an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Jackson was so impressed that he assured Sherman a spot in the class of 1836. After graduation that year, Sherman served as a second lieutenant in the 3rd Artillery Regiment during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and participated in the removal of the Cherokees to Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Promoted to first lieutenant in 1838 and to Captain in 1846, Sherman was assigned to a variety of duties. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he was brevetted major for his role in the Battle of Buena Vista.

Following the Mexican-American War, Sherman served at posts in New England, on the Minnesota frontier, and in Kansas. He commanded a small expedition to put down a Sioux rebellion in the Dakota Territory in 1859.

Following the start of the Civil War, Sherman was promoted to major in the 3rd Artillery. On May 21, 1861, he assumed command of all the light batteries in the Department of Washington, D.C., and was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 5th Artillery. On August 6, 1861, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers. After commanding the ground forces in the Port Royal Expedition in November, Sherman then was dispatched to the western theater, where he commanded a division during the Corinth Campaign (May 3–30, 1862) in Mississippi.

In September 1862, Sherman was in charge of the Union position at Carrollton, Louisiana. In January 1863, he took command of a division in XIX Corps. On May 27, 1863, Sherman was severely wounded during the Port Hudson Campaign, requiring the amputation of his right leg. At the end of the war, he commanded the defenses of New Orleans. Sherman was brevetted major general in both the regulars and volunteers. After mustering out of the volunteer army, he served in the U.S. Army as a colonel. Sherman subsequently commanded posts from New England to Key West, Florida, retiring in 1870 as a major general. Sherman died in Newport, Rhode Island, on March 16, 1879.
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Wheaton, Frank (1833–1903)

Union officer. Born in Providence, Rhode Island, on May 8, 1833, Frank Wheaton attended Brown University but left in 1850 for work on the Mexican-American Border Commission. In 1855 he received a direct commission as first lieutenant in the new 1st Cavalry Regiment. During the next five years, he saw extensive service against the Cheyennes in Kansas and Nebraska.

On the eve of the Civil War, Wheaton’s father-in-law, Adjutant General Samuel Cooper, whose wife was the sister of powerful Virginia senator James Mason, joined the Confederate service as its ranking officer. Wheaton, now a captain, remained loyal to the Union. On leave from the regular service, he became lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Rhode Island Infantry, which saw heavy fighting in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), losing its colonel. Wheaton thus ascended to command. After excellent service during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Wheaton assumed command of a brigade in VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, as brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers.

After fighting in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Wheaton temporarily commanded a division at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Leading a brigade and occasionally a division, he served throughout the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and in the defense of Washington. His impressive performance that autumn during Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7–March 2, 1865) won Wheaton permanent command of the 1st Division, VI Corps, which he retained until the end of the war.

Brevetted through major general in both the regular and volunteer organizations, Wheaton mustered out of the volunteers in April 1866 and later that year became lieutenant colonel of the 39th Infantry Regiment. As lieutenant colonel of the 21st Infantry Regiment, he directed the unsuccessful initial action against Captain Jack’s defiant band during the Modoc War (1872–1873). In 1873 Wheaton became colonel of the 2nd Infantry, a position he held for the next 18 years. In 1877 after serving on Reconstruction duty in Georgia, his regiment assisted in the marathon Nez Perce War. The regiment was engaged again the following year in the same region, helping to quell the Bannock-Paiute uprising. After years of relative inactivity, in 1890 Wheaton’s regiment was called upon to assist in suppressing the Ghost Dance movement in the Dakota Territory.

Promoted to brigadier general in 1892, Wheaton commanded the Department of Texas for three years. He earned promotion to major general prior to his retirement in 1897. Wheaton died in Washington, D.C., on June 18, 1903.
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South Carolina

INTRODUCTION

South Carolina, one of the states of the Deep South, was the first of the Southern states to secede from the Union. South Carolina was soon followed by six other Deep South states, which formed the Confederate States of America on February 4, 1861. The Civil War began at Charleston, South Carolina, when Confederate forces there under Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard bombarded the Union garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, forcing its surrender on April 13, 1861. This act led U.S. president Abraham Lincoln to call up 75,000 volunteers.

South Carolina encompasses 31,113 square miles of territory and is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the east, North Carolina to the north, and Georgia to the south and west. South Carolina is a varied state in terms of climate and topography. The state includes highlands and mountains (part of the Appalachian chain) in the northwest, predominantly clay and sandy flatlands in midstate, and low-lying sandy topography, punctuated by vast salt marshes and swamps, along the Atlantic Coastal Plain. Extreme cold weather is uncommon throughout the state, although freezing temperatures and occasional snow and ice are not rare in the upper half of the state. Near and along the coast, especially from the city of Charleston south, the climate is subtropical, where freezing temperatures are not common and frozen precipitation is rare.

Slavery and states’ rights had always been important issues in South Carolina. Indeed, the state had considered secession in the early 1830s over the question of high tariffs. While South Carolinians remained in the Union, less than 30 years later they again flirted with secession. One of the reasons why South Carolina looked to secession and ultimately left the Union was the dominance of agriculture in the state’s economy. That agricultural economy was heavily dependent upon slave labor. Because plantations and smaller-scale farming were the major means of subsistence in South Carolina, slavery was considered to be a critical linchpin in the state’s prosperity. According to the 1860 census, South Carolina had a total population of 703,708 people, of whom 402,406, or 57.2 percent, were slaves. The state was also home to more than 9,000 free blacks. Whites constituted only 41 percent of the population. Most of the population was centered in the Low Country region near the coast or in the two major cities of Columbia (the capital) and Charleston.

The major crops produced in South Carolina were cotton, rice, indigo, and sugarcane. On the Sea Islands south of Charleston, the warm, moist climate allowed for the cultivation of long-staple (or Sea Island) cotton, which was among the most expensive and sought after in the world. Most of the state’s cotton was exported from Charleston to port cities in the North as well as to Europe. Great Britain, one of the world’s leading textile manufacturers, received almost 75 percent of its cotton from the United States, and the majority of this came from South Carolina.

Political power in the state was held by a small minority of rich plantation owners who often lived in Charleston or Beaufort and only spent a small amount of time on their plantations. Because of the large African American population, the small planter class was able to use the fear of potential slave revolts to gain the support of poor and middle-class whites who did not own slaves themselves. Indeed, most of the state’s whites did not own slaves. They often resented the planter class but nevertheless felt obliged to align themselves with upper-class whites.

Governor William H. Gist, a Democrat, led South Carolina out of the Union. Gist was known as a Fire-Eater, a term given to extremist proslavery and pro–states’ rights politicians who favored leaving the Union rather than compromising their lifestyle. After receiving assurances from the governors of Florida and Mississippi that those two states would follow South Carolina’s lead, Gist called for a convention that unanimously voted to make South Carolina an independent republic. While Gist called the convention, a new governor, Francis W. Pickens, was sworn into office before it could take place. Pickens’s politics were similar to those of Gist, and it was under Pickens’s administration that South Carolina entered the Confederacy.

Upon assuming office, Pickens called for the U.S. Army to abandon its forts within the state, including Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. When the commander of that fort refused, Pickens, in conjunction with Confederate president Jefferson Davis, authorized the bombardment of Fort Sumter, setting off the Civil War.

Early in the war in November 1861, Union forces took two Confederate forts in Port Royal Sound, providing an important base for subsequent Union coastal operations. Although major fighting did not come to South Carolina until 1865 during Major General William T. Sherman’s Carolina Campaign (January–April 1865), Union soldiers did occupy the Sea Islands in and around Port Royal Sound in late 1861. From these bases they harassed ships delivering supplies to South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. The U.S. Navy instituted a blockade off Charleston and mounted a major naval assault under Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont against Fort Sumter on April 7, 1863, which resulted in failure. Union troops tried unsuccessfully to take Battery Wagner protecting the harbor in July 1863. In mid-February 1865 Sherman’s army reached Columbia, having encountered no significant opposition. The city’s mayor surrendered the capital, but on February 17 a huge conflagration consumed much of the city. The cause of the fire is still unknown; some argue that retreating Confederates accidentally started it by setting goods on fire to keep them out of Union hands. Others claim that Union forces set the fire to punish the state for its role in sparking the Civil War. In any case, Charleston fell on February 21, and Union troops immediately raised the American flag over Fort Sumter for the first time since 1861.

During the war, South Carolina raised 33 infantry regiments for the Confederacy and also provided 7 cavalry regiments, 1 regiment and 1 battalion of heavy artillery, and 29 battalions of light artillery. Notable South Carolinians to serve the Confederacy included Richard Anderson, Matthew C. Butler, Nathan G. Evans, Wade Hampton, Joseph Kershaw, and Stephen D. Lee. A number of African Americans from the state fought for the North. The Union Army raised four colored regiments from South Carolina. In 1861 South Carolina had a white military-age population (ages 18–45) of 55,046, and during the war it lost more white men between the ages of 18–45 than any other Confederate state, 23 percent of its prewar white population. More than 130,000 South Carolinians served in the war. Known South Carolina dead in the war total 18,666, but the actual number who died may be as high as 23,000.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Beaufort, South Carolina

Important South Carolina coastal city located on Port Royal Island along a tidal estuary known as the Beaufort River, which empties into Port Royal Sound. Beaufort is the county seat of Beaufort County in southeastern South Carolina, about 65 miles south of Charleston and 40 miles north of Savannah, Georgia. At the time of the Civil War, some 80 percent of Beaufort County’s population was made up of slaves, representing one of the highest slave concentrations in the United States. About 4,000 whites lived in Beaufort on the eve of the Civil War; there were perhaps 2,000–3,000 slaves also living in the city at that time.

The area that eventually became Beaufort had been controlled by the Spanish for many years. In 1562 the French Huguenot Jean Ribaut established an abortive settlement on Parris Island, very close to modern-day Beaufort. The French, however, were soon driven from the region by the Spanish. In 1711 after the creation of the Carolina Colony, Beaufort was formally established as the second major settlement in the colony, after Charleston. Beaufort’s population grew fitfully over the next few decades, as threats from Native Americans were a significant problem. By the 1770s, however, Beaufort had blossomed into a prosperous city, owing to shipping, shipbuilding, and the cultivation of indigo and rice, which was predicated upon slave labor. The large-scale cultivation of Sea Island cotton, however, beginning in the early 1800s, made Beaufort the jewel of the South Carolina Low Country. A labor-intensive crop, Sea Island cotton was grown on the many sea islands surrounding Beaufort as well as along the region’s many tidal estuaries. The commodity was among the most coveted in the world, and its price resulted in fantastically wealthy plantation owners, many of whom built large homes in Beaufort.

By 1860, Beaufort was the South’s wealthiest city per capita and was among the wealthiest U.S. enclaves, per capita. Beaufort was often referred to as the “Newport of the South” because many wealthy planters maintained summer homes there to take advantage of cooling sea breezes during the area’s long, sultry summers. Because of the centrality of cotton and the plantation culture in the area, Beaufort was a hotbed for prosecessionist sentiment and activity. Indeed, South Carolina’s first meeting to consider a secession ordinance occurred in Beaufort. In November 1861 Union forces assaulted and occupied Beaufort, and for the remainder of the Civil War the city would be occupied by Union troops. For this reason, Beaufort was spared war damage and today boasts one of the most unique and comprehensive sections of antebellum housing and architecture in the South.
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Charleston, South Carolina

One of the Confederacy’s most important cities, located on the central coast of South Carolina about 100 miles northeast of Savannah, Georgia. Charleston, with an 1860 population of 40,522 people, was a major port city and was considered the most culturally significant city in the South. It was also a hotbed of secessionist sentiment where the Civil War’s first shots were fired. Shortly after the creation of the Confederate States of America in February 1861, more than 7,000 soldiers garrisoned the city and manned cannon on the islands guarding the harbor’s ship channel. Several forts protected Charleston Harbor, including the imposing brick Fort Sumter, which still housed a federal garrison despite numerous calls for its surrender. Brigadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard assumed command of Charleston’s forces in March 1861 and presided over the bombardment of Fort Sumter during April 12–14, 1861, in the first engagement of the war.

The Confederates strengthened the fortifications at Charleston throughout the summer while ships of the Union’s Atlantic Blockading Squadron instituted a blockade. Although the vast majority of ships that tried to run the blockade succeeded, by the end of the first year of the war fewer ships slipped through because the Union had faster ships on station and more of them.

Charleston was symbolically important as the birthplace of secessionism and was economically valuable as a port city and as home to various industrial companies. In consequence, Union leaders were determined to capture the city. The first attempt came in June 1862 when 6,000 men landed on nearby James Island. Many citizens panicked and fled from the city as 500 Confederates successfully defended a line anchored by cannon while inflicting 700 casualties on the Federals.
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The ruins of Mills House and nearby buildings in Charleston, South Carolina, 1865. A shell-damaged carriage and the remains of a brick chimney are in the foreground. Photograph by George N. Barnard. (National Archives)

Beauregard returned to Charleston as commander of the Department of South Carolina and Georgia in 1862. Utilizing slave labor, he improved the city defenses. These measures included increasing the number of guns guarding the city, digging trenches to discourage an attack by land, and mining the harbor. Frame mines, consisting of large artillery shells held in a wooden frame submerged in shallow water, were particularly effective and were a deterrent to a Union naval assault. The Confederates also occasionally sortied against the Union blockaders offshore. The David, a 50-foot steam-powered torpedo boat that carried an explosive warhead on the end of a 10-foot spar, successfully attacked but did not badly damage the Union ironclad New Ironsides on October 5, 1863. The H. L. Hunley was the first submarine to sink a ship, when it attacked the screw sloop Housatonic in Charleston Harbor on February 17, 1864.

In April 1863, the U.S. Navy mounted a major attack under Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont when it tried to reduce the city’s defenses by bombarding Fort Sumter with nine ironclads. The defenders damaged five of the warships, one of which subsequently sank, and forced the flotilla to retreat.

Later that year, the Union conceived of a joint operation to capture the city that called for Brigadier General Quincy A. Gillmore to attack Fort Sumter and Morris Island’s Fort Wagner while Union warships, now under Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren, slipped into the harbor. Gillmore’s 6,000 men attacked Fort Wagner but suffered heavy casualties. Unable to capture the stronghold, his men dug trenches and brought up large artillery pieces that could hit Charleston, some four miles away. Gillmore gave Beauregard an ultimatum to surrender both Morris Island and Fort Sumter. The Confederates refused, and Union forces began firing on Fort Sumter but also on Charleston on August 22, 1864.

Charleston remained unconquered but beleaguered. The effective naval blockade and the wartime economy created shortages and drove up prices. Many stores closed. Destruction resulting from a large fire that had incinerated hundreds of buildings during the previous winter further hampered daily life. City officials instituted martial law for a time, in part because of the disorderly conduct of soldiers. Morale deteriorated, and desertions among the 10,000 soldiers defending the city became common. The municipal government alleviated hardship by subsidizing purchases of staples, but thousands of poor people relied on private charitable efforts for survival, and the population generally suffered. The city was shelled, sometimes heavily, from August 1863 until the war’s end in April 1865.

The threat of an assault on the city increased dramatically after Major General William T. Sherman’s Union troops captured Savannah, Georgia, in December 1864. Beauregard realized that Sherman’s subsequent march toward Columbia, South Carolina, would isolate Charleston and make its defenders’ position untenable. On February 18, 1865, 10,000 Confederate soldiers withdrew from Charleston as elements of the 52nd Pennsylvania Infantry and the 3rd Rhode Island Artillery under Lieutenant Colonel Augustus G. Bennett moved unopposed into the city to accept its surrender.
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Columbia, South Carolina

Capital city of South Carolina. Columbia is the seat of Richland County, located in the central portion of the state known as the Midlands at the confluence of the Broad and Saluda Rivers, which in turn forms the Congaree River. With an 1860 population of 8,052, Columbia was South Carolina’s second-largest city. Columbia had first served as a frontier post during the late colonial period. In 1786, owing to its central location, the site was selected to become the capital of the state; the state legislature first convened in Columbia in 1790.

In 1800 the Santee Canal, one of the first built in North America, linked Columbia with Charleston, along the coast. This greatly facilitated trade with South Carolina’s interior and elevated Columbia’s importance as a trade and commercial center. Columbia was a planned city, with a 400-block plan centered along the riverfront in a two-mile square area.

Columbia grew quickly during the 1840s and 1850s, particularly after it was served by railroads beginning in the 1840s. The city’s economy was heavily dependent upon cotton, both in the cultivation of it in nearby areas and in the warehousing, trading, and shipping of the commodity to other parts of the country. By the 1850s, Columbia was the largest inland city in the Carolinas. In December 1860, Columbia became the birthplace of secession when the state’s secession convention voted to take South Carolina out of the Union. South Carolina was the first state to approve secession. Not surprisingly, most of Columbia’s white residents strongly supported slavery, states’ rights, and secession. In 1862, Confederate authorities established a five-acre prisoner-of-war facility in Columbia, which became notorious for its squalid conditions and high death rate.

On February 15, 1865, during Union major general William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), Union troops reached the outskirts of Columbia and began shelling it from across the Congaree River. Two days later the last Confederate troops withdrew from the city, which was surrendered by Mayor Thomas Jefferson Goodwyn. Sherman’s order was to destroy all public buildings, manufacturing and machine shops, and railroad property but to “spare libraries, asylums, and private property.” What ensued is still not entirely clear, but the city’s huge supply of cotton was set ablaze, possibly by fleeing Confederate troops. Whatever the case, by the evening of February 17 much of the city was ablaze, fanned by high winds. Perhaps one-third of Columbia was destroyed, including most of the central part of the city. It seems clear that Sherman had not intended to wreak such destruction, but the damage was done. The next day, his troops proceeded to destroy whatever was left of military value. It took the city a number of years to recover from the catastrophic fire.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Castle Pinckney

Harbor fortification guarding Charleston, South Carolina. Castle Pinckney was named for Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, a hero of the American Revolutionary War and an American statesman. The masonry fort, located not far from Fort Sumter, was built on a small island, with construction initially finished in 1797. Castle Pinckney was rebuilt in 1809 after a disastrous hurricane all but leveled the original fortification. The fort never proved to be a vital defense for the city, as its design was obsolete before the fort was even constructed. By the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, the fort had been virtually abandoned.

During the Civil War, Castle Pinckney was converted into one of the earliest Confederate prisons for captured Union soldiers. Its solid walls and remote island location made it almost ideal for its new function. Union troops captured at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861) began arriving at the prison on September 18, 1861. They found the prison clean and dry, with adequate sanitary facilities. Unlike many Confederate prisons, Castle Pinckney maintained a reputation as a well-run and relatively hospitable facility. For the duration of the war, rations remained sufficient, and disease rates were extremely low by the standards of most Civil War–era prisons.

No prisoner deaths were recorded for the entire existence of the facility, a far cry from the 18 percent mortality rate in Confederate prisons overall. There is also no record of a single successful escape by a Union prisoner held at Castle Pinckney. The fort fell into disrepair after the war but was renovated for potential use during the early 1890s. It is likely that the fort saw no hostile action during its 100-year existence. After the Spanish-American War (1898), part of Castle Pinckney was demolished to make way for a lighthouse that operated for several decades into the 20th century.
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Charleston Arsenal

Major arsenal located in downtown Charleston, South Carolina, near the intersection of Mill Street and Ashley Avenue. In 1825, the U.S. government purchased 11.25 acres of land upon which an arsenal would be built. Construction on the facility under the direction of noted Charleston architect Edward Brickell White waxed and waned between 1825 and 1832. The Charleston Arsenal was built in a traditional gothic-military style. In the 1840s the campus was significantly enlarged and improved, and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the American Civil War, the arsenal manufactured sizable numbers of small arms and artillery pieces.

On December 30, 1860, some two weeks after South Carolina voted to secede from the Union, local militiamen seized and occupied the arsenal. At the time, it was among the largest depositories in the South, purportedly large enough to supply as many as three divisions with small arms.

By 1862, the Charleston Arsenal was undergoing further enlargement. Under orders of Major Josiah Gorgas, the Confederacy’s top ordnance officer, a new large red brick building designed in Greek Revival style was constructed in which small-arms manufacturing and cannon repair would take place. The south side of the building featured seven two-story arches capable of accommodating large cannon for repair and rifling. Gorgas also mandated that the new facility be outfitted with steam power to facilitate manufacturing. During 1861–1864, several Confederate regiments were also temporarily housed at the Charleston Arsenal.

The U.S. Army closed the Charleston Arsenal in 1879; the following year it was sold to the Porter Military Academy. In 1963, the remaining buildings were sold to the state, which incorporated them as part of the Medical University of South Carolina’s campus. Colcock Hall, the large building constructed during the Civil War, is still in use.
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Fort Moultrie

Redoubt located on Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina, at the entrance of Charleston Harbor. Fort Moultrie was one of four outposts designed to guard the harbor; the others were Forts Johnson and Sumter along with Castle Pinckney. By the eve of the Civil War, Forts Moultrie and Sumter were the most critical outposts of Charleston’s harbor defenses.

Sullivan’s Island was first fortified by American Patriots at the start of the American Revolutionary War, when they erected the first Fort Moultrie—named after its commander, Colonel William Moultrie. The simple fort made of palmetto logs held off a British assault in June 1776, but in the spring of 1780 the British succeeded in taking the fort and occupying Charleston until December 1782. In 1798 a larger, more modern Fort Moultrie was built on the island, but that structure was destroyed in an 1804 hurricane. By 1809 a third Fort Moultrie—a large brick and mortar redoubt—had been built. It was this redoubt that played a role in the Civil War.

Fort Moultrie had undergone some changes since 1809, including improved armaments and a new parapet, but increasingly Fort Sumter, still under construction when the Civil War began in 1861, was seen as the linchpin of Charleston’s harbor defenses. When South Carolina seceded from the Union in December 1860, U.S. Army major Robert Anderson, commanding the garrison at Fort Moultrie, abandoned that post and relocated it to Fort Sumter, which was far better able to withstand an attack. Local militia troops promptly took possession of the aging Fort Moultrie.

In April 1861 Confederate forces bombarded Anderson’s garrison at Fort Sumter into submission, sparking the Civil War. They also promptly took possession of Fort Sumter. Beginning in April 1863, Union naval forces commenced withering artillery barrages against Charleston’s harbor defenses, including Forts Moultrie and Sumter. Although the city’s defense held firm, the forts were reduced practically to rubble. Indeed, by early 1865, Fort Moultrie’s original brick walls no longer existed—only left partially standing were the large earthen and sand walls that the Confederates had hastily built in 1861, ostensibly to protect the redoubt’s permanent walls.

During the 1870s Fort Moultrie was rebuilt and modernized, and the new facility now featured the newest and largest seacoast defense artillery and concrete bomb-proof magazines and casemates, which were buried under tons of dirt and sand for protection. In the 1880s Fort Moultrie, which now came to envelop virtually all of Sullivan’s Island, was further enlarged and modernized with new concrete and steel batteries and even larger coast-defense guns. Fort Moultrie remained a military facility until after World War II but was decommissioned in 1947 with the abandonment of the traditional concept of coastal defense. The site became part of the National Park System in 1960. The facility is one of the few places where the complete history of the nation’s coastal defenses (1776–1947) can be observed in one location.
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Fort Sumter

U.S. coastal fortification located in Charleston Harbor and designed to protect the main shipping channel leading to the port of Charleston. Initial construction on Fort Sumter began in 1829; however, when the Civil War began, the redoubt was still not entirely completed. Named for longtime South Carolina resident and American Revolutionary War hero Brigadier General Thomas Sumter, Fort Sumter was among 42 forts built in the aftermath of the War of 1812.

Fort Sumter was built on an entirely man-made island, which explains the lengthy time for its construction. To build up the area and keep it well above the high-water line, engineers brought in by train and then ship some 70,000 tons of granite, much of which came from Vermont. The huge blocks of rock were then placed atop a naturally occurring sandbar at the entrance to Charleston Harbor. Thousands of tons of gravel and soil were then placed atop the granite before construction of the actual fortification could begin.

Fort Sumter is an imposing five-sided structure made entirely of masonry. Each wall is between 150 and 170 feet long and 5 feet thick, made of solid stone and brick. The entire structure sits approximately 50 feet above the low-tide mark, making it virtually impervious to swamping even during the most severe storms and hurricanes. The fort was designed to accommodate 135 large guns in three tiers of placement. It was also designed to support a garrison of up to 650 men, although it had considerably fewer than that in 1861. Many of the guns were not in place, either.
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Inside view of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, March 1865. The Civil War began here when the Confederates shelled the fort on April 12, 1861. (Library of Congress)

Fort Sumter is about two miles from Charleston’s battery, near downtown, and can only be reached by boat. Thus, all provisions, including food and water, had to be supplied by boat. Located not far away on Sullivan’s Island was Fort Moultrie. Fort Johnson lay across the harbor from Fort Moultrie, from which the first shell was fired into Fort Sumter on April 12, 1865.

On December 26, 1860, a small Union garrison of 127 men under the command of Major Robert Anderson had left Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island and occupied Fort Sumter, determined to hold it for the Union. At the time there were only 66 cannon at Fort Sumter, or less than half the number that the installation had been designed to support. Several of those were dismounted, and a good number were not operational. By the time events came to a head on April 12, 1861, Fort Sumter had been neither reinforced nor supplied since Anderson took up a position there.

Meanwhile, the Confederate government had ordered Brigadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard to demand surrender of the fort, and, failing that, to bombard it into submission. At 3:20 a.m. on April 12, two Confederates rowed out to Fort Sumter, presenting Anderson with his last chance to surrender without violence. Anderson refused. About an hour later at 4:30 a.m., the Confederates fired the first shell that began the Civil War. The shell had come from Fort Johnson but exploded high above the redoubt. A 34-hour artillery duel began, with the Union side at a distinct disadvantage. Ultimately the garrison could bring only six cannon to bear, and their fire caused little damage to Forts Moultrie and Johnson. By April 13 Fort Sumter had been badly damaged, and much of its garrison was suffering from smoke inhalation. With U.S. efforts at relief having failed and with no other option, Anderson finally agreed to surrender on April 14. After the Union garrison departed the island, the Confederates took control. Fort Sumter would be the object of several Union naval assaults, the most important of which occurred on April 7, 1863.

After the war, the U.S. government took control of the facility and rebuilt and restored it. Many of the cannon employed during the 1861 bombardment still stand in their original locations. Fort Sumter is now a National Monument administered by the U.S. National Park Service.
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Fort Walker

Hastily built Confederate redoubt located at the entrance to Port Royal Sound on the northern end of Hilton Head Island, about one mile from Fish Haul Plantation. Construction on the earthen Fort Walker was begun in July 1861 and was mostly complete by the time it came under attack by Union naval forces in November 1861. Diagonally across the sound—approximately two miles distant—was Fort Beauregard, which was intended to guard the northern approaches to the waterway.

When Confederate brigadier general Thomas F. Drayton took command of the area that included Hilton Head and Port Royal Sound in early October 1861, he ordered work on the forts accelerated and their garrisons increased in size. Because of its isolated location, Fort Beauregard was not easily reinforced, but Fort Walker’s garrison, commanded by Colonel William C. Heyward, was sizably augmented by early November, and additional artillery guns were added.

By the time of the Union attacks on Forts Walker and Beauregard on November 7, 1861, Fort Walker mounted 23 guns, but only 13 of these were on the sea face, the remainder being for land defense. Fort Beauregard had 20 guns, but only 7 faced the channel. Because of the distance between the two forts, however, Confederate guns could not adequately cover the entire sound, and Union ships could not take on both redoubts simultaneously.

When the attack finally came on the morning of November 7, both Confederate forts opened fire on Union naval vessels; quickly overwhelmed by naval fire, the Confederates abandoned Fort Walker after about four hours of bombardment, and by nightfall Union ground forces had secured it. Fort Beauregard was taken the next day. Aboard the ships 8 men had been killed. Another 23 were wounded, 6 of these seriously. Confederate losses were 11 killed and 48 wounded. The Federals garrisoned both forts, renaming Fort Wagner as Fort Welles and Fort Beauregard as Fort Seward. They remained in Union hands for the rest of the war. Ironically, General Drayton’s brother, U.S. Navy commander Percival Drayton, commanded the ironclad Passaic during the attack on Fort Walker. General Drayton was at Fort Walker during the assault.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Bonham, Milledge Luke (1813–1890)

Confederate officer, politician, and governor of South Carolina. Born in Edgefield District, South Carolina, on December 25, 1813, Milledge Luke Bonham began his formal education at local academies before entering South Carolina College at Columbia. In 1834 he graduated second in his class and took up the study of law. After the beginning of the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), Bonham received a captain’s commission in his state’s volunteer militia on April 9, 1836; he then went to Florida to pursue warriors led by Osceola. By July, Bonham returned home to resume the study of law. He was admitted to the South Carolina bar in 1837 and began a successful law practice. A leader in his community, Bonham began a four-year term as his district’s state representative in 1840.

The commencement of hostilities with Mexico prompted Bonham to reenter the military, and on March 3, 1847, he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the new 12th U.S. Infantry Regiment. The next month, his regiment was deployed to Mexico under Major General Winfield Scott. On August 19, 1847, seven days after Bonham was promoted to full colonel, he accidentally shot himself in the hand at Contreras, one day before the Battle of Churubusco. Bonham and his regiment followed General Scott until Mexico City fell on September 15, 1847. After the war officially ended on February 2, 1848, Bonham remained in Mexico on occupation duty before returning to his home state in July 1848.

On March 4, 1857, Bonham filled a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives that was formerly held by his cousin, Preston Brooks, who had died earlier in the year. One day after South Carolina seceded from the Union on December 21, 1860, Bonham resigned his seat to support his home state. On February 10, 1861, he became major general and commander in chief of South Carolina’s state militia. He spent the next two months defending the coast under the overall command of Major General P. G. T. Beauregard during the Fort Sumter crisis.

On April 23, 1861, Bonham was appointed brigadier general in the Confederate Army. At the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), he distinguished himself by holding his brigade together under heavy pressure. Despite this, Confederate president Jefferson Davis passed him over for promotion. Bonham resigned from the Confederate Army on January 29, 1862.

On February 18 Bonham began service as a representative in the Confederate Congress, but in January 1863 he resigned his seat to serve as governor of South Carolina, an office he held until December 18, 1864. Both as a Confederate congressman and as governor, Bonham sought to empower the states with more authority over military affairs, especially conscription. He bickered constantly with the Davis administration, which he greatly distrusted, and fought against Davis’s orders to requisition state supplies for army use.

Bonham quickly sought to exert control over disaffected areas of South Carolina, mostly in the upstate region from Columbia and points north and west. He ordered a crackdown on military deserters, many of whom sought refuge upstate. Bonham also drafted thousands of African American slaves into state service, employing them to shore up coastal fortifications; those slave owners who balked at this were fined, and a few were imprisoned. Bonham also attempted, with little success, to raise a permanent all-volunteer state militia force, and he supported the dispatch of South Carolina troops to adjacent states, particularly Georgia, to stem Union offensives. Bonham left office in December 1864.

On February 9, 1865, Bonham reentered the Confederate Army as a brigadier general, organizing and commanding a cavalry brigade for several weeks before the war ended in April. From October 1865 until December 1866, he again served as a state representative. He was appointed as South Carolina’s first railroad commissioner in 1878 by Governor Wade Hampton, a fellow Confederate officer whose political campaign Bonham had supported. Bonham retained this position until his death at Sulfur Springs, North Carolina, on August 27, 1890.
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Grimké, Sarah Moore (1792–1873)

Southern-born abolitionist and pioneer of the women’s rights movement in the United States. Sarah Moore Grimké was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on November 26, 1792, to a slave-owning family headed by John Faucheraud Grimké, a justice on the South Carolina Supreme Court, and Mary Smith Grimké. Sarah was educated at home by her father but was prohibited from pursuing any sort of formal education. In defiance of South Carolina law, Sarah, who believed that slaves should not have to learn the Bible secondhand, taught her personal slave to read. Angelina, her sister, was born when Sarah was 13 years old, and Sarah was named Angelina’s godmother.

In 1818 John Grimké became ill, and Sarah accompanied him to Pennsylvania for medical treatment. There she became involved with the Society of Friends (Quakers). She was drawn to the church for its fervent antislavery stance as well as its inclusion of women in church leadership. She eventually returned to Charleston but found it and the presence of slavery unbearable, so she moved to Pennsylvania, at which point she formally joined the Quaker church. Sarah began studying to become a member of the clergy, but Quaker leaders discouraged her, and she abandoned her course of study.

Disillusioned with Quaker elders, Sarah and Angelina increasingly became involved in antislavery circles. In 1836 Sarah and her sister moved to Rhode Island to a community of more strident activists. There Sarah wrote and published An Epistle to the Clergy of the Southern States (1836), which compelled both northerners and southerners to respond to the issue of slavery. In 1837 the Grimké sisters embarked on a 67-city lecture tour, which drew the ire of both abolitionists and proslavery critics who agreed that a woman’s place was in the home.

Responding to the outcry over their public speaking, Sarah wrote Equality of the Sexes (1837), which explicitly linked slavery and women’s rights. Both Grimké sisters retired from public life in the late 1830s but continued to write as abolitionists and feminists, and in 1839 they edited a collection of southern newspaper stories titled American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses. During the Civil War, both sisters wrote articles and essays supporting the Union cause, most famously in 1863 “An Appeal to the Women of the Republic,” which rallied women to support the Union war effort.

In 1870 Sarah Grimké, along with more than 40 other women, marched to a polling station and attempted to vote in a local election, claiming that women were entitled to vote under the Fourteenth Amendment. They were prohibited from doing so. After a period of failing health, Grimké died in Massachusetts on December 23, 1873.
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Magrath, Andrew Gordon (1813–1893)

Lawyer, judge, and governor of South Carolina (1864–1865). Andrew Gordon Magrath was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on February 8, 1813. After graduating from South Carolina College in 1831, he briefly attended Harvard Law School before returning to Charleston, where he opened a law practice in 1835. From 1839 to 1841, Magrath served as a Democrat in the state legislature. In 1856 he was appointed a U.S. District Court judge, a post he held until November 1860.

During the 1850s, Magrath cautioned against secession; however, by 1860 he had become an ardent supporter of states’ rights and strongly advocated it. Indeed, he became a major player in South Carolina’s secession from the Union, which occurred in December 1860. In late December 1860 when South Carolina briefly declared itself an independent republic, Magrath was named secretary of state in Governor Francis W. Pickens’s executive council. Prior to the beginning of hostilities in April 1861, Magrath headed lengthy discussions with both the James Buchanan and Abraham Lincoln administrations as to the future of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor.

In May 1861, Magrath was named a Confederate district court judge. His rulings, however, soon alienated the government in Richmond. Indeed, Judge Magrath ruled consistently for state sovereignty, which stymied many of the Confederate government’s wartime policies. In November 1864 he was appointed governor by the legislature and took office in December. Although he went along with Richmond’s conscription policies, he steadfastly opposed national policies that he believed usurped states’ prerogatives. Magrath earned Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s enmity by accusing his government of trampling civil rights, illegally confiscating private and state property, and bungling the war effort.

In mid-February 1865 as Major General William T. Sherman’s army descended on Columbia, the state capital, Magrath and most of his cabinet fled. In April, he returned to Columbia and was captured by Union forces on May 25, 1865. Magrath was imprisoned at Fort Pulaski in Georgia but was released in December. After returning to his native Charleston, he practiced law for several decades. Magrath died in Charleston on April 9, 1893.
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Pickens, Francis Wilkinson (1805–1869)

Politician and governor of South Carolina. Francis Wilkinson Pickens was born on April 7, 1805, in St. Paul’s Parish, South Carolina, into a prominent and wealthy family. Educated at Franklin College (University of Georgia) and South Carolina College, Pickens studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1829. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat (1834–1843), earning a reputation as a fierce defender of states’ rights. From 1844 to 1846, Pickens was a state senator. In 1858 he became U.S. minister to Russia, a post he held until 1860.

At first reluctant to fully support secession, Pickens finally embraced the concept but still harbored thoughts of averting war through compromise. He became governor on December 16, 1860. On December 20 South Carolina became the first state to pass a secession ordinance, and Pickens immediately moved to occupy Castle Pinckney in Charleston. At about the same time, Union forces under Major Robert Anderson occupied the strategic Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. During the next several months, Pickens made numerous attempts to remove Union forces from the Charleston fortifications. Indeed, he sent commissioners to Washington to persuade the Union to sell Fort Sumter to the state. When that failed, he made numerous threats and even sent state forces to plead with Anderson directly. In January 1861, Pickens authorized the firing on a Union ship bringing supplies to Fort Sumter.

By early April, the standoff had made Pickens look weak and indecisive. Finally, by the end of the first week in April he supported the Confederate government’s plan to bombard Fort Sumter, which occurred on April 12, beginning the Civil War. Anderson surrendered on April 14.

Thereafter, Pickens busied himself with raising troops for Confederate service. He also worked closely with Confederate military commanders to ensure adequate protection of coastal areas. When Port Royal and Hilton Head Island fell to Union forces on November 7, 1861, Pickens came under fire for the losses, although there was little he could have done to avert this. The losses prompted the state legislature to convene an executive council ostensibly to help Pickens protect the state, but in reality the council did nothing but obfuscate decision making.

In December 1862, Pickens gladly vacated the governor’s chair when his term ended and returned to his plantation. The war wiped him out financially, however, and he died deep in debt on January 25, 1869, in Edgefield, South Carolina.
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Smalls, Robert (1839–1915)

A slave in the American South whose act of defiance in the Civil War made him a national hero in the North. Born into slavery on April 5, 1839, in Beaufort, South Carolina, Robert Smalls at age 12 was hired out as a laborer in nearby Charleston. There he worked a variety of jobs, including as a stevedore on the Charleston docks. The hire-out system allowed Smalls to arrange to pay an agreed-upon amount each month to his owners; earnings above this he kept for himself. At age 17 he married Hannah Jones, a hotel maid, and made a contract with her owner to purchase her and their son. Smalls also managed to join the Black Mutual Aid Society.
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Robert Smalls was a slave at Charleston, South Carolina, who  escaped with his family and other slaves in a small steamer to the Union blockading squadron. He was then appointed a pilot in the Union Navy. After the war he served as a U.S. Congressman. (Library of Congress)

With the start of the Civil War, the Confederate States of America commissioned the 313-ton steamer Planter as a dispatch boat and transport. This was the ship on which Smalls worked as a wheelman. Early on May 13, 1862, Smalls, his family, and a crew of slaves—17 people in all—raised the ship’s anchor and escaped Charleston in the armed ship to join the Union blockading squadron. Flying a white flag, Smalls delivered his ship and its cargo to the Union cause. Appointed a pilot in the U.S. Navy, he became the captain of the Planter in 1863 and participated in the attack on Charleston.

After the war, in July 1868 Smalls won election as a Republican to the South Carolina state legislature, which then had a black majority. He won election in 1871 to the South Carolina Senate and in 1875 to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served until 1879 and again from 1881 to 1887. Smalls was a staunch advocate of civil rights and opposed the imposition of segregation.

Smalls purchased his old owner’s house in Beaufort and worked as a customs official during the last two decades of his life. Smalls died at Beaufort, South Carolina, on February 22, 1915.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Anderson, Richard Heron (1821–1879)

Confederate officer. Richard Heron Anderson was born on October 7, 1821, in Stateburg, South Carolina, the son of a prominent planter and physician. Anderson graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Dragoons, he served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and on the western frontier, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1848 and to captain in 1855.

Following the secession of South Carolina and formation of the Confederacy, Anderson resigned from the army on February 15, 1861. Appointed colonel of the 1st South Carolina Infantry, he participated in the attack on Fort Sumter and on May 27, 1861, replaced Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard as commander at Charleston. Anderson was advanced to brigadier general on July 18 and assigned to Pensacola, Florida, where he led an infantry assault on Fort Pickens on October 9.

On February 14, 1862, Anderson was ordered to Virginia, where he assumed command of a brigade in the division commanded by Major General James Longstreet. Anderson distinguished himself during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), particularly in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5) and the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1), and in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). His commanders recommended him for division command and promotion to major general, which he received on July 14, 1862.

Anderson then commanded a division in Longstreet’s I Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. Anderson played an important role in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862), when his attack sent the Union forces in retreat back to the Washington defenses, and in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), when his men held the sunken road (Bloody Lane) and he was wounded in the thigh and forced to temporarily yield command. His division was present at but saw little action in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Anderson’s division played a significant role. With the reorganization of the army following the death of Major General Thomas J. (“Stonewall”) Jackson, Anderson’s division was assigned to Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s III Corps and fought in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On May 7, 1864, Anderson was named to replace the wounded Longstreet as commander of the army’s I Corps and was promoted to lieutenant general. Anderson held this position until Longstreet’s return on October 19, 1864, at which time Anderson was assigned to command the newly organized IV Corps. During the Army of Northern Virginia’s escape from Petersburg and movement west to Appomattox, Anderson’s corps was cut off at Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), and many of its men were captured. Left without a command, Anderson was relieved and allowed to return to South Carolina.

After the war, Anderson was reduced to virtual penury. His efforts at growing cotton at Stateburg from 1866 to 1868 ended in bankruptcy. He then secured a post with the South Carolina Railroad but lost this position in 1878. Anderson finally became a state phosphate agent in Beaufort, South Carolina, but had hardly begun his duties when he died there on June 25, 1879.
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Hampton, Wade (1818–1902)

Confederate officer, South Carolina governor, and U.S. senator. Wade Hampton was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on March 28, 1818, into a wealthy and well-established family. Hampton grew up on the family estates of Millwood Plantation near Columbia, South Carolina, and Cashiers Valley Plantation in the mountains of North Carolina. He received a primary education through private instruction and in 1836 graduated from South Carolina College (now the University of South Carolina) with a degree in law.

Hampton never practiced law and instead devoted himself to the management of his large plantations in South Carolina and Mississippi. In addition, he participated in state politics. Hampton was elected to the South Carolina General Assembly in 1852 and served as a state senator from 1858 to 1861. Upon his father’s death in 1858, Hampton inherited a large fortune; numerous plantations in Mississippi, Louisiana, and South Carolina; and one of the largest holdings of slaves in the South.

While a state legislator, Hampton opposed the dissolution of the Union. Nevertheless, at the start of the Civil War, he remained loyal to his home state. In 1861 shortly after South Carolina’s secession from the Union, Hampton resigned from the South Carolina Senate and enlisted as a private in the South Carolina Militia. Despite Hampton’s military inexperience, South Carolina governor Francis Pickens insisted that Hampton accept a colonel’s commission. Hampton organized and largely funded Hampton’s Legion, which consisted of six infantry companies, four cavalry companies, and one battery of artillery. In addition, he personally paid for most of the legion’s weaponry.

During the war, Hampton proved himself as a capable cavalry commander and was one of only two officers to achieve the rank of lieutenant general in the Confederate cavalry. At the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861) he was wounded in the head, although not seriously. Hampton was promoted to brigadier general in May 1862 while commanding a brigade in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s division of the Army of Northern Virginia.

After the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), during which Hampton was wounded at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), General Robert E. Lee organized his cavalry as a division under the command of Major General J. E. B. Stuart, who then selected Hampton to lead one of two cavalry brigades. During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Hampton inflicted considerable damage on Union forces in cavalry raids behind the Union lines.

During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Hampton was slightly wounded at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) in the largest cavalry engagement of the war. On July 3, 1863, just east of Gettysburg, he led a cavalry advance in an effort to harass the Union rear but encountered Union cavalry and was seriously wounded in the hip by a piece of shrapnel. He was carried off the battlefield and sent to Virginia for recuperation.

In August 1863 Hampton was promoted to major general and took command of a cavalry division. After Stuart was mortally wounded in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864), Hampton emerged as his likely successor. At the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864) Hampton performed magnificently, with his men defeating the Union cavalry in a fierce contest. After another strong showing at Samaria Church on June 24, in August Hampton assumed command of the Cavalry Corps. For the rest of the war, in fact, he would not lose a single cavalry engagement. Hampton was advanced to lieutenant general in February 1865 and ordered to report to General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina, where Hampton participated in the final actions in that state and surrendered along with Johnston’s command.

After the war, Hampton returned to his estates and restored their productivity. He also became a leading opponent of Radical Republican Reconstruction policies in the South. In 1876 he reentered South Carolina politics as the first southern gubernatorial candidate to run on a platform opposing Reconstruction. As a result of the Compromise of 1877, Hampton was the first Democrat to win office in South Carolina since the end of the Civil War. That along with the election of President Rutherford B. Hayes brought the promised end of Reconstruction.

After the 1876 election, Hampton became known as the “Savior of South Carolina.” He was elected to a second gubernatorial term in 1878 but resigned in 1879 when he was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1891. The dominant figure in South Carolina politics during this period, from 1893 to 1897 Hampton served as the U.S. railroad commissioner. Hampton died on April 11, 1902, in Columbia, South Carolina.
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Kershaw, Joseph Brevard (1822–1894)

Confederate officer. Joseph Brevard Kershaw was born in Camden, South Carolina, on January 5, 1822. The grandson of an officer who had served during the American Revolutionary War and the son of a U.S. congressman who had represented South Carolina during the War of 1812, Kershaw was educated locally and initially trained as a lawyer. He abandoned his legal career, however, to serve with the Palmetto Regiment in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). From 1852 to 1856, he served in the South Carolina legislature and became active in the militia. A member of the South Carolina Secession Convention of December 1860, Kershaw was elected colonel of the 2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment in April 1861.

Kershaw led his regiment at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). When his commanding officer, Brigadier General Milledge Luke Bonham, resigned his commission to pursue a political career, Kershaw took command of the South Carolina brigade. He was appointed a brigadier general in February 1862.

Kershaw led his brigade during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 15–July 1, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He especially distinguished himself on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), when his brigade helped drive Union troops out of the Peach Orchard and the Wheat Field.

Along with the rest of Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s I Corps, Kershaw’s brigade was then sent west to reinforce the Army of Tennessee. In temporary division command, Kershaw helped shatter the Union right wing at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). He was promoted to major general in June 1864, to rank from May 18, and given permanent division command in the Army of Northern Virginia. Kershaw provided excellent leadership during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) as well as the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), where his division decimated XVIII Corps of the Army of the Potomac.

Withdrawn from the Petersburg trenches in August 1864, Kershaw’s division was sent to reinforce Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s small army in the Shenandoah Valley. At the decisive Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), Kershaw led the initial assault on the Union army, which nearly led to its total rout. However, the tide of battle turned, and Early’s army was itself defeated. Returning to the Petersburg trenches in November 1864, Kershaw fought his last battle during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) in the Battle of Saylor’s Creek (April 6), when both he and most of his depleted division were captured.

A prisoner of war until August 1865, Kershaw then returned to Camden, South Carolina, where he followed a successful legal and political career. He was a frequent contributor to the Battles and Leaders of the Civil War series. Kershaw died in Camden on April 13, 1894.
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Longstreet, James (1821–1904)

Confederate officer. Born the son of a farmer in Edgefield District, South Carolina, on January 8, 1821, James Longstreet spent his early years in Augusta, Georgia, but on the death of his father moved with his mother to Somerville, Alabama. Longstreet secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. There he became friends with Ulysses S. Grant and graduated in 1842. As a second lieutenant in the 4th Infantry Regiment, Longstreet served in Louisiana and Missouri. He then served with the 8th Infantry Regiment in Florida.
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Lieutenant General James Longstreet was among the more capable Confederate generals, although Southerners mistakenly blamed him for the defeat at Gettysburg and his acceptance of U.S. government posts after the war. (Library of Congress)

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Longstreet first served under Major General Zachary Taylor in northern Mexico and took part in the Battle of Monterrey in September 1846. Longstreet then served under Major General Winfield Scott in the Veracruz to Mexico City Campaign. Longstreet was brevetted captain following the Battle of Churubusco in August 1847 and major after the Battle of Molino del Rey that September. He was badly wounded in the Battle of Chapultepec the same month. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1847, he made captain in 1852 and became a staff major and paymaster in 1858.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Longstreet resigned from the U.S. Army on June 1, 1861, and accepted a commission as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on June 17. He commanded troops in fighting at Centreville, Virginia, on July 18 and earned recognition in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). Promoted to major general on October 7, Longstreet commanded a division in the Peninsula Campaign at Yorktown and then fought a skillful delaying action at Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). During the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), however, his failure to move swiftly threw off Confederate commander General Joseph E. Johnston’s plans, but Longstreet performed well under General Robert E. Lee during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Lee dispatched Longstreet, in command of five divisions representing more than half of Lee’s infantry, to join with forces under Major General Thomas J. Jackson, defeating Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862). Although he opposed Lee’s invasion of Maryland, Longstreet led his corps and fought well in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17). Promoted to lieutenant general in October 1862, in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) Longstreet’s I Corps held Marye’s Heights, defending it against numerous costly Union assaults.

In early 1863 Lee sent Longstreet on foraging operations (the Suffolk Campaign), and he thus missed the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Following the death of Jackson from wounds sustained in that battle, Longstreet became Lee’s chief subordinate, known as “Lee’s Old War Horse.” Longstreet opposed Lee’s decision to fight at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and especially Lee’s failed frontal assault (Pickett’s Charge) on July 3.

Sent west with most of his corps to reinforce General Braxton Bragg, Longstreet arrived there in time to command a wing of Bragg’s army in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was able to take advantage of Major General William Rosecrans’s critical error that shifted a Union division out of the line. Longstreet grew disgruntled under Bragg and performed poorly during the early actions at Chattanooga before Bragg essentially sent him away. While Bragg besieged Chattanooga, Longstreet moved against Union major general Ambrose E. Burnside at Knoxville but failed to dislodge him and had to begin a siege, which denied Bragg support at Chattanooga.

In April 1864 Longstreet rejoined Lee in Virginia, and Longstreet and his men fought effectively against the Union forces in Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Badly wounded in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Longstreet relinquished command to recuperate. Returning to duty that November, he fought in the remaining actions of the war near Petersburg and Richmond, serving with Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to the final surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.

After the war, Longstreet alienated Southerners when he became a Republican, renewed his friendship with Grant, and served in a variety of U.S. government posts, including minister to Turkey (1880). Many proponents of the Lost Cause found it easy to make Longstreet a scapegoat, blaming him, for example, for his delay in attacking on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg and his opposition to the ill-conceived charge of the third day as well as for mistakes made by Lee there. Longstreet wrote extensively to defend his role in that battle, publishing his memoirs in 1896. He initially settled in New Orleans, Louisiana, but later moved to Gainesville, Georgia, where he died on January 2, 1904. Greatly respected by his men, who called him “Old Pete,” Longstreet, while careful and judicious in his planning, was an able commander and tactician with a talent for defensive warfare. A fine corps commander, Longstreet lacked the aptitude for independent command.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Fort Sumter, Confederate Bombardment of (April 12, 1861)

Confederate attack that began the Civil War. Of the major federal military installations in the Deep South, in early April 1861 only Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, and Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island off Pensacola, Florida, remained in Union hands. After a month of seeking a way to resupply Sumter and hoping for a cooling of Southern passions, U.S. president Abraham Lincoln concluded that he had to send relief expeditions to these forts or surrender them to the South. The risk was that supplying the forts might cause Virginia and other border states to secede.

On April 10, a relief expedition sailed for Sumter. Commanded by Gustavus F. Fox and consisting of only two warships—the screw sloop Pawnee (8 guns) and the Revenue Service side-wheeler Harriet Lane (4 guns)—they escorted the unarmed troop and supply ship Baltic, carrying 200 reinforcements and supplies. The side-wheel steam frigate Powhatan (16 guns) was to have been included, but Lincoln secretly diverted it to relieve Fort Pickens without informing Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, although its absence probably did not affect the outcome at Sumter.

On April 6 President Lincoln directed State Department clerk Robert S. Chew to proceed to Charleston and inform Governor Francis W. Pickens that the president had ordered the resupply of Major Robert Anderson’s garrison at Sumter. Chew was instructed to inform Pickens that this would be “of provisions only” and that if no armed attempt was made to thwart this effort, no additional men, arms, or ammunition would be introduced without prior notification or a Confederate attack.

Pickens promptly informed Confederate president Jefferson Davis in Montgomery, Alabama, and Davis ordered Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard at Charleston to demand the surrender of Fort Sumter. If refused, Beauregard was to reduce it. Beauregard made this demand on April 11. Following an unsatisfactory reply from Major Anderson, Beauregard ordered fire opened before the Union relief expedition could arrive.

Firing against Sumter commenced at 4:30 a.m. on April 12, 1861. Beauregard and some 500 men shelled the fort with 30 heavy guns and 18 mortars. Anderson had only 85 men and 43 civilian engineers. Fort Sumter held 43 guns, but to conserve ammunition, Anderson ordered return fire restricted to 6 guns only. At about 7:00 a.m. Captain Abner Doubleday, Anderson’s second-in-command, fired the first shot in defense of the fort. The firing continued all day, with the Union side firing slowly to conserve ammunition. That night Fort Sumter ceased fire, but the Confederates still lobbed an occasional shell at the fort. Although the Union relief expedition had arrived off Charleston Harbor, rough weather precluded any attempt to launch boats to resupply Sumter, and without the powerful Powhatan, Fox was reluctant to expose his ships to enemy fire.

[image: image]

Currier & Ives lithograph depicting the bombardment of Fort Sumter by Confederate forces on April 12–13, 1861. (Library of Congress)

Heavy Confederate shelling recommenced on April 13, while Union return fire was limited to one gun every 10 minutes. With the Confederate batteries holding the Union ships at bay, with Sumter nearly out of food, and with fires having broken out in the fort, after 34 hours of bombardment Anderson arranged a truce on the afternoon of April 13 and formally surrendered on April 14.

As part of the terms of capitulation, Sumter’s garrison was permitted to run the American flag back up the flagpole and fire a 100-gun salute to it. Firing commenced at 2:00 p.m., but on the 50th shot, powder sparks ignited stacked shells, which exploded, killing one Union soldier outright (Private Daniel Hough) and wounding two others, one (Private Edward Galloway) mortally. They were the only casualties in the engagement that began the bloodiest war in U.S. history. Anderson and his garrison were subsequently evacuated by the Union ships off Charleston and returned to the North.

The shelling of Fort Sumter galvanized opinion on both sides and ended any sympathy in the North for the Confederate cause. With the South having fired on the U.S. flag, a patriotic fervor swept the North. Whether Lincoln had intended to maneuver the South into this is unclear, but on April 15 he declared the existence of an “insurrection” and called for 75,000 volunteers to serve for three months. America was now at war with itself.
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Port Royal Sound, Battle of (November 5–7, 1861)

Union naval attack on the South Carolina coast. Following their capture of Hatteras Island, Union forces, now under Captain Samuel F. Du Pont, prepared to assault Port Royal, South Carolina. Reflecting the strength of the Confederate defenses, the force assembled for the attack on Port Royal was considerably larger than that employed against Hatteras. On October 29, 1861, Du Pont, flying his flag in the screw frigate Wabash (44 guns), departed Hampton Roads with 50 ships, the largest task force under single command to that point in U.S. history. The day before, he had sent on ahead to Tybee Bar off Savannah 25 sloops converted into coal ships for the squadron, escorted by the sailing sloop Vandalia. Du Pont’s task force transported 16,000 troops commanded by Brigadier General Thomas W. Sherman. The Northern press reported the assembly of the expeditionary force, and Southern authorities had a good idea of its intended target.

On November 1, the Union expeditionary force was struck by a severe storm as it approached Port Royal. Near hurricane-force winds scattered the ships, and the mission appeared in jeopardy. But the wind soon died, and the ships gradually rendezvoused off Port Royal. Two transports were lost, but all aboard except seven marines were saved.

On the morning of November 4 the Wabash and 25 other ships arrived off the bar, 10 miles east of Port Royal. Other ships soon came up, and Du Pont decided to proceed. The Confederates had removed the navigation buoys, but Union crews quickly located the channel and replaced the buoys. Du Pont then ordered in his lighter gunboats and transports. The gunboats drove off three small Confederate gunboats under Flag Officer Josiah Tattnall, escorted the transports into the roadstead beyond range of fire from the Confederate forts, and then anchored for the night.

Two Confederate earthworks, Fort Beauregard on the southern tip of Phillips Island at Bay Point and Fort Walker on the northern end of Hilton Head Island, guarded the harbor entrance. Together they mounted 43 guns. Unfortunately for the Confederates, the 2.2-mile width of the entrance of the inlet precluded effective artillery coverage.

The next morning under the supervision of Commander John Rodgers, four of the Union gunboats conducted a reconnaissance in force, drawing fire from the forts to ascertain their strength. Then, with pilots having determined that there was sufficient water for the Wabash to cross the bar, Du Pont ordered in the flagship, followed by the side-wheeler frigate Susquehanna, the steam warships Atlantic and Vanderbilt, and the transports.

The original plan had been for a joint army-navy attack, but with significant army equipment lost in the storm, Du Pont decided on a naval effort alone. Because of this and the estimate that it would take at least several days to reduce the forts from long range, despite the risk of grounding, the Union warships would engage the forts at close range.

Because the distance between Fort Beauregard and Fort Walker precluded engaging both simultaneously, Du Pont decided to attack one at a time. Fort Walker, regarded as the more powerful, was the first. It mounted 23 guns, but only 13 of these were on the sea face. Fort Beauregard contained 20 guns; 13 commanded the water approaches, but only 7 faced the channel.

At about 9:00 a.m., Tattnall steamed out with his small flotilla to exchange long-range fire with the Union ships. He then retired, followed by some Union ships, which also dueled with the Confederate shore batteries for about 45 minutes with little consequence for either side. Then at 3:30 p.m., Du Pont ordered a signal hoisted for the ships to get under way for the attack. As the ships stood in, both the Wabash and the Susquehanna grounded on Fishing Rip Shoals. It took two hours to get the big ships free, forcing Du Pont to call off the attack. The following day was too windy, leading to another postponement.

At 8:30 a.m. on November 7, the Union ships again got under way, and an hour later Du Pont in the Wabash led nine warships into Port Royal Sound. The ships kept in midchannel and exchanged long-range fire with both forts until they were well past them. The ships then turned south and reversed course, heading southeast close by Fort Walker on its northern face. This circular plan of attack was similar to that employed by Union forces in the successful action at Hatteras. Meanwhile, five Union gunboats interposed themselves northwest of the circling larger Union ships to keep at bay Tattnall’s flotilla of seven small Confederate gunboats in the upper harbor.

The action began at 9:26 a.m. Moving through the channel, the ships turned in succession according to plan, passing 800 yards from Fort Walker. They then circled and turned to midchannel, again following it in while engaging both forts at long range before turning south. The second Union pass occurred at only 600 yards from Fort Walker. Meanwhile, the inexperienced Confederate gunners found it difficult to hit the moving Union ships. Fire from Fort Walker steadily diminished, and by the time the Wabash was in position to commence fire for a third time with its starboard guns against the fort, return fire had entirely ceased, and the engagement was over.

At 11:15 a.m., it was clear that the Confederates had abandoned the works. Du Pont then sent Commander John Rodgers ashore under a flag of truce, and at 2:20 p.m. Rodgers raised a Union flag over the deserted Confederate works. Du Pont then ordered signals hoisted to bring up the transports and sent Commander C. R. P. Rodgers ashore with marines and seamen. By nightfall a brigade was ashore, and Fort Walker was in Union hands.

During the engagement, all but three of Fort Walker’s guns on the water side had been dismounted or otherwise put out of action. Du Pont had proven that the best defense against an enemy battery was an accurate and high volume of fire; the Wabash alone had fired 880 rounds, including grapeshot. Although the Union ships had been hit, the Confederate gunners tended to fire high, and most of the damage was aloft and not of consequence. Aboard the ships, 8 men had been killed; another 23 were wounded, 6 of these seriously. Confederate losses were 11 killed and 48 wounded. Tattnall’s gunboats had been unable to intervene, although they did rescue some of the fleeing defenders from Hilton Head Island and ferry them to the mainland.

Immediately after the situation at Fort Walker had been decided, Du Pont ordered some of his ships to reconnoiter Fort Beauregard and prevent the Confederates from ferrying men and equipment from that place. Near sunset, lookouts reported that the Confederate flag had been hauled down, and Fort Beauregard was deserted. Early the next morning, a Union landing party hoisted the U.S. flag there as well. Du Pont then turned over both forts to Sherman. Fort Walker was renamed Fort Welles, while Fort Beauregard became Fort Seward.

The triumph at Port Royal was an important event, preceding any major battlefield victory for the Union Army and coming immediately on the heels of another land defeat, at Ball’s Bluff on October 21. Port Royal’s deep harbor provided an ideal base for extended South Atlantic Blockading Squadron operations and was soon a major naval station and supply depot. Many in the North now came to believe that steam warships could defeat all forts. This mistaken belief became an important element of future Union naval strategy. At the same time, General Robert E. Lee, given charge of reorganizing the Confederacy’s Atlantic defenses in the South, within weeks ordered the abandonment of a number of scattered Confederate coastal positions and the withdrawal of their defenders beyond the range of Union naval guns except at Charleston and Savannah, the defenses of which were strengthened. The Confederates thus shifted from a perimeter defense to a mobile defense based on interior lines and relying on the railroads to concentrate against any major Union amphibious operation.
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Fort Sumter, Union Attack on (April 7, 1863)

First Union attempt to capture or close Charleston. Charleston, South Carolina, was a powerful symbol to both sides in the war. Northerners saw it as the “Cradle of the Rebellion,” where the first shots of the war had been fired. Quite apart from its ongoing blockade-running, Northern leaders wanted to try to close or take Charleston. Indeed, Union operations against the city developed into the longest campaign of the war.

Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont commanded the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron with forces off Charleston. Immediately after the Battle of Port Royal Sound/Hilton Head Island (November 5–7, 1861), he had appealed in vain for a joint army-navy operation against Charleston. If it had ever existed, the opportunity soon vanished. Following the failure of the Stone Fleet (ships loaded with stone and deliberately scuttled) in December 1861 to block the main ship channel, leaders in Washington, including Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles and Assistant Secretary Gustavus V. Fox, favored an assault by ships alone in which the Union ironclads would push past Fort Sumter and force Charleston to surrender, much in the fashion of the capture of New Orleans. Du Pont, however, consistently held that the city would only be taken through a combined land and sea assault, but substantial Union land assets were not available. This did not deter Fox, who saw it as an opportunity for the navy to win glory, without army assistance. Indeed, by December 1862 there was considerable pressure on the navy to offset Union failures on land.

Charleston was well prepared. By 1862, it was probably the best-defended port in the Western Hemisphere and was certainly the Southern city best able to withstand a seaborne assault. Charleston boasted an integrated defensive system of some 385 land-based guns in three separate defensive tiers, two ironclad rams (two others were under construction), obstructions blocking the river and harbor approaches, torpedoes (underwater mines), and prepared positions into which Confederate troops could be moved on short notice.

Strong tidal currents in the harbor were a problem for the slow Union monitors. The shallows of Charleston Bar blocked direct entrance to the harbor, and navigation in and out was difficult even in normal times. The wide and deep main ship channel was the only safe approach, but it was well covered by guns on Morris Island, at Fort Sumter, and on Sullivan’s Island. Any attacking naval force reaching the harbor mouth would be subjected to fire from three sides: Battery Gregg, Fort Sumter, and Fort Moultrie. Sumter, of brick, and Moultrie, of masonry-faced earth, were the two most powerful works in the defensive system. All except Sumter were earthworks or masonry-clad earthworks, low lying and difficult for naval gunfire to destroy.

In early October 1862, Welles summoned Du Pont to Washington for discussions. Du Pont was not impressed by the department’s belief that ships alone would be successful, and he continued to press Fox for additional ironclads. Ultimately the department sent all but one of the navy’s new monitors.

Du Pont was also concerned about the monitors’ mechanical problems and harbored doubts about the ability of their guns to destroy shore fortifications. As a test of their new XV-inch Dahlgrens, on four occasions between January 27 and March 3, 1863, Du Pont sent ironclads against Fort McAllister, a Confederate earthworks on the Ogeechee River in Georgia. Little damage was inflicted. A worried Du Pont wrote to a friend that “If one ironclad cannot take eight guns, how are five to take 147 guns in Charleston harbor?”

In spite of their ability to withstand punishment, it took nearly seven minutes to ready one of the giant XV-inch guns for firing, slowing its paired XI-inch gun to the same rate. This rate of fire rendered these ships simply incapable of inflicting in a short span of time the sort of damage necessary to reduce shore fortifications.

Du Pont’s flagship for the operation, the broadsides ironclad New Ironsides, with half the firepower of the Union fleet at Charleston and the best suited of all its large ships for shore bombardment, posed a problem because of its deep draft and lack of maneuverability. Du Pont’s ships would also have to navigate around numerous obstacles in the channel. Should one become hung up, it would be easy prey for destruction by the shore batteries. Torpedoes posed another significant threat. Du Pont hoped to partially deflect this threat with John Ericsson’s so-called bootjack, a raft equipped with grapples and shaped to fit around a monitor’s bow and be pushed ahead by it.

The Confederate defenders, although mistaken in their expectation of a joint army-navy assault, nonetheless anticipated Du Pont’s basic plan. They expected the Union monitors to run to several hundred yards from Fort Sumter, where they would be protected from the parapet and upper guns of the fort, and then attempt to breach the fort. Du Pont’s plan had the squadron running the outer Confederate defenses as well as Fort Sumter and then destroying Sumter from the north and northwest.

Ironclads were relatively safe from return fire at a range of 1,200–1,300 yards, and Captain John Rodgers of the monitor Weehawken suggested that the ships form an arc and then anchor at that distance, both to improve their accuracy of fire and to keep them safe from torpedoes. Du Pont, however, preferred an attack at half that distance, even with the increased risk to his ships, in order to enhance the accuracy of his relatively small number of guns and their slow rate of fire. Du Pont planned to employ nine ships, all ironclads: the seven monitors, the New Ironsides, and the hybrid Keokuk.

Du Pont ordered that the Union ships not return fire from the batteries on Morris Island. They would steam into the harbor and then without anchoring open fire against Fort Sumter 600–800 yards from the northwestern face of the fort. After his squadron had reduced Sumter, the ironclads, joined by the five wooden ships of his reserve squadron, could shell Confederate batteries on Morris Island.

The ships got under way at 12:30 p.m. on April 7, 1863, steaming in line-ahead formation. By 1:15, all were moving up the main channel. The leading Weehawken, however, experienced problems with its torpedo raft, which was working up and down against the ironclad and actually loosening its armor. Captain Rodgers ordered it cast adrift.

At 2:10 p.m. the Weehawken encountered the first Confederate obstructions extending across the main channel from Fort Sumter to Fort Moultrie, a series of buoys supporting a tangled mass of rope. Rodgers inspected the obstacles as best he could from the pilothouse, and a torpedo exploded nearby or under the Weehawken, slightly lifting the ironclad but doing no damage. Believing that the obstructions were too formidable and being fearful that his own ship or others following might become entangled and be held in place under the Confederate shore batteries, Rodgers turned his ship aside, throwing the remainder of the Union line into further confusion and ending Du Pont’s plan of running past the point with the heaviest concentration of Confederate firepower.

At about 3:00 p.m. the battle opened when Fort Moultrie opened fire on the Weehawken. Guns on Morris Island and at Fort Sumter then joined in. Soon nearly 100 guns and mortars had commenced firing. Du Pont gave the signal, and the Union ships then commenced fire on the eastern and northeastern faces of Fort Sumter.

The battle continued at ranges of between 550 and 800 yards for nearly two hours, with the ships having difficulty maintaining position in the current. Thick smoke made it difficult for the crews on the ships to see their target of Fort Sumter. In the exchange the ironclads sustained some 400 hits, and a number were damaged. The hybrid ironclad Keokuk was the hardest hit.

With the tide having turned and dusk approaching, Du Pont broke off the engagement at 4:30 p.m. Because of their relatively small number of guns, the Union ships had fired only 139 rounds; the Confederates had fired 2,229 rounds. Casualties were slight on both sides. The Confederates suffered 4 dead or mortally wounded and 10 with lesser injuries. The Union ships had 1 killed and 22 wounded. The Confederates had beaten back a major Union effort and gained a considerable victory.

Du Pont informed Welles that he had intended to resume the battle the next day but changed his mind on receiving damage reports from his captains. The Keokuk’s crew was struggling to keep their ship afloat, and five of the monitors were either wholly or partially disabled. Interestingly, the only nonmonitor in the action, the New Ironsides, which had taken more than 60 hits, reported no serious damage, but it also had remained at some distance and fired only one broadside.

Although Union engineers worked during the night to repair the monitors, Du Pont became convinced that another attack would have turned “a failure into a disaster.” The Keokuk sank the next morning when a wind came up. The Confederates later recovered its two XI-inch guns as well as an important signals book. On April 12 Du Pont ordered the monitors to Port Royal, leaving the New Ironsides as the sole ironclad on Charleston station.

Du Pont’s prudent position regarding another attack on Charleston became widely known in the North and was mistakenly perceived as defeatism. Although Welles assured Du Pont of the Navy Department’s continued confidence, there were soon calls for Du Pont’s removal. Following some deliberation, Welles recalled the admiral on June 3. Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren ultimately replaced Du Pont, but Dahlgren’s own subsequent efforts against Charleston would also end in failure. The city did not fall until February 18, 1865, with the arrival of Union land troops under Major General William T. Sherman.
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Charleston Harbor, Siege of (July 10–September 9, 1863)

Union effort to capture Charleston, South Carolina. The Siege of Charleston Harbor, also known as the Second Battle of Charleston Harbor, the Siege of Fort Wagner, and the Battle of Morris Island, was a joint Union army-navy effort against the defenses of Charleston in the summer of 1863. Charleston was the Confederacy’s largest available port following the Union capture of New Orleans in April 1862. More important, the city of Charleston was seen in the North as the “Cradle of the Rebellion.” Capture of the city had been a major Union objective from the start of the Civil War.

Charleston’s several channels, inlets, islands, and inland waterways all made it difficult for the Union to blockade, and the city’s trio of fortifications—Fort Wagner (also known as Battery Wagner) to the south, Fort Sumter dominating the main channel, and Fort Moultrie to the north, with nearly 400 land-based guns—made it probably the best-defended port in the Western Hemisphere. Charleston’s forts had already repulsed efforts by Union ironclads under Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont and his successor Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren to shell Fort Sumter into submission. As a consequence, Washington decided that a joint navy and army effort was necessary.

The Union plan called for a landing on Morris Island to the south and the reduction first of Fort Wagner and then of Fort Gregg at the northern end of the island. Having secured these, Union guns could be placed to shell Fort Sumter into submission. Once it was taken, harbor obstructions could be removed, and Union forces would have access to Charleston from the sea. Brigadier General Quincy Gillmore commenced preparations in June. On July 10, 10,000 of Gillmore’s men came ashore on the southern end of Morris Island, but Union forces attempting to assault Fort Wagner and supported by gunfire from Union warships were twice repulsed, on July 11 and July 17. The second battle is well known; it involved Colonel Robert G. Shaw and his African American 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment.

With the failure of the assaults on Fort Wagner, Gillmore opted for a siege operation, working his heavy guns to within range of Fort Sumter. By August 17 he was ready, and the artillery bombardment of Fort Sumter on that date marked the official beginning of the siege. Employing rifled cannon, Union gunners fired more than 1,000 rounds the first day alone and averaged more than 800 a day through August 23. The rifled shells penetrated Fort Sumter’s massive masonry walls and then detonated, eventually reducing much of the fort to rubble.

Gillmore also shelled Charleston itself. By the existing rules of warfare, the city was a legitimate target. A fortified city, it was home to war industries and sheltered blockade-runners. On August 21, Gillmore sent Charleston commander General P. G. T. Beauregard a demand for the evacuation of Fort Sumter and Morris Island within four hours, threatening that if this was not effected he would open fire on Charleston. With no immediate response forthcoming, at 1:30 a.m. on August 22, Union shells began falling on the city. The chief weapon employed was the so-called Swamp Angel, a large 8-inch 200-pounder Parrott rifled gun that, before it burst, sent three dozen shells five miles distant into the waterfront district, setting fires and causing considerable panic. Gillmore claimed that the purpose of the shelling was to drive Confederate shipping from the city’s wharfs, but the effort seems to have been largely an artillery exercise and only hardened Southern determination.

On August 21, meanwhile, Dahlgren attempted a night attack on Fort Sumter with his monitors, but it failed when the Passaic grounded about a half mile from the fort. Although the ironclad was freed, the attack was called off. On August 23 Dahlgren mounted another night attack against Sumter. He repeated this at close range on September 1, with the monitors suffering little damage, but Sumter still held out.

While his heaviest siege guns had been shelling Sumter, Gillmore employed field guns against Fort Wagner, where his infantry had begun digging zigzag trenches toward the objective. Gillmore also employed new calcium floodlights at night to blind the Confederate gunners. Additionally, the lights illuminated the fort for Union gunners, who also employed the Requa gun (25 rifle barrels on a field carriage) that greatly increased infantry firepower. However, trench digging in Morris Island’s sandy soil proved both challenging and unnerving, as the diggers often encountered corpses buried after the earlier assaults. Meanwhile, heavy artillery emplacements were constructed behind the lines.

Fort Wagner repulsed several attacks, with heavy Union losses. On September 5, the combined army-navy artillery forces initiated a massive 36-hour bombardment that killed 100 defenders and wounded several hundred others. Union soldiers charged forward, seizing Wagner’s forward rifle pits. Beauregard ordered Wagner’s 400 remaining defenders to abandon it late on the evening of September 6. Union troops moved in the next day. The defenders of Fort Wagner had inflicted five times the garrison’s strength in Union casualties.

On September 7, Dahlgren carried out a major attack on Fort Sumter with six monitors. The Union ships drew little response except from Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island. The monitor Weehawken grounded, however, and all the Union ships were subjected to a heavy attack at daybreak from the shore batteries. Dahlgren called in the powerful broadsides ironclad New Ironsides to cover the stranded Weehawken. The New Ironsides fired 483 shells at Fort Moultrie and was struck at least 70 times in return but was not seriously damaged. That afternoon the Weehawken refloated, and all the Union ships withdrew.

With Sumter now partially evacuated, Dahlgren ordered a boat attack against it from Morris Island. On the night of September 8–9, Commander Thomas H. Stevens led a force of some 400 sailors and marines in more than 30 boats, but the Confederates had been alerted to the Union plan as a consequence of the recovery of a signal key from the Union ironclad Keokuk, which had sunk on April 8, and the defenders were prepared. They held their fire until the boats were nearly ashore, then opened up with cannon, small arms, and hand grenades, with the Confederate ironclad Chicora providing enfilade fire. The attack began and ended so rapidly that three Union ironclads that were to support it were not able to get into position. Union losses were 6 killed, 15 wounded, and 106 men taken prisoner (including 11 officers).

This failure ended Union offensive operations in Charleston Harbor. All Union ironclads were in need of extensive repairs at Port Royal, and it would be some weeks before these could be completed. The other Confederate forts continued to hold out, and the Confederates moved some of their heavy guns from Fort Sumter to the more powerful works of Forts Moultrie and Jackson. Charleston remained in Confederate hands until Major General William T. Sherman’s forces took it by land in March 1865.
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Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865)

Union campaign that began in Savannah, Georgia, in mid-January 1865 and ended in Durham Station, close to Raleigh, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865. Major General William Tecumseh Sherman’s march through South and North Carolina is one of the most legendary episodes and in some minds the most infamous episode of the Civil War. Although some believe it to be a watershed in the development of modern war strategy and others believe it to be the bloodiest atrocity of the war, it was in fact neither. Sherman was not the first general to live off the land, and in fact his march in many ways resembled a classic punitive expedition. What made it unique was the scale of the challenge of supplying a modern army of 60,000 men across 550 miles of enemy territory (the distance between Savannah and the original objective of Richmond) without conventional supply lines. Similarly, although the destruction of property—especially in South Carolina—was immense, there was otherwise remarkably little violence against Southern civilians.

After his March to the Sea had reached Savannah in late December 1864, Sherman received orders from Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, then mired in the siege at Petersburg, to join him near Richmond, thereby setting the stage for what would become known as the Carolina Campaign. By this time, Sherman’s army group had already been carefully culled down to mostly the fittest and most experienced men. The organization was, however, basically the same as it had been since leaving Atlanta. The left wing, known as the Army of Georgia, was commanded by Major General Henry W. Slocum and contained XIV and XX Corps. The right wing, the Army of the Tennessee, was led by Major General Oliver H. Howard and consisted of XV and XVII Corps. In support was a cavalry division under Brigadier General H. Judson Kilpatrick. Together with artillerymen and engineers, Sherman’s command numbered roughly 60,000 men, 68 guns, 2,500 wagons, 600 ambulances, and 16,200 draft animals.

The wagons only contained forage for 7 days and provender for 20 days, because Sherman, just as he had done in Georgia, intended that his men live off the land, a strategy facilitated by the skills of the ubiquitous bummers, soldiers expert at requisitioning food and other desirables. Most of the wagons therefore contained ammunition, the one commodity not freely available. As it worked out, there were few serious engagements to consume this valuable cargo.

The march began in mid-January 1865 with the movement of part of the right wing (XVII Corps and part of XV Corps) to Beaufort, South Carolina, about 35 miles to the north of Savannah; the rest of the right wing advanced overland from Savannah, securing the eastern flank for the left wing, which departed 10 days later along a route farther west. Howard’s men passed through Pocotaligo and Columbia, South Carolina, and rendezvoused at Fayetteville, North Carolina, with Slocum, who moved through Blackville, Lexington, and Winnsboro.

By at least the autumn of 1864, Sherman had come to believe that Confederate civilians, especially the planter classes, must be made to directly bear the consequences of their rebellion before they would give up. In the advance across Georgia, he had encouraged his troops to engage in a sort of controlled pillaging, the target of which was usually government resources or the property of the wealthy. The wanton destruction, however, abruptly escalated as the troops crossed into South Carolina. Sherman’s men, many two-year or even three-year veterans, regarded the state, the first to secede from the Union, as the center of the rebellion, and they were determined to make it pay.

The popular view that Sherman’s army cut a swath of destruction 40 miles wide is not too far off the mark. The most notorious episode was the destruction of the South Carolina state capital, Columbia. In spite of the efforts of Sherman and Howard to prevent it, thousands of Union arsonists, abetted by civilian renegades, burned down one-third of the city. Union officers were often unable or unwilling to stop them. Sherman himself fretted lest efforts to discourage such behavior curb the very instincts that made his army so formidable. When the troops crossed into North Carolina the ferocity abruptly declined, perhaps in part because North Carolina had been the last state to secede and still retained a sizable population loyal to the Union.

Armed Confederate resistance to the march generally consisted of a few small encounters with local militia and occasional clashes between the cavalry of Kilpatrick and Major General Wade Hampton. The only major engagements were on March 16, 1865, at Averasboro, North Carolina, a delaying action fought by Confederate forces under Lieutenant General William J. Hardee to create the conditions for General Joseph E. Johnston’s attack three days later, resulting in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21).

Bentonville proved to be the largest battle of the campaign. Sherman’s lines held, and on March 21 he flanked Johnston’s army, forcing it back with minimum bloodshed and ammunition expenditure. Three days later, Sherman rendezvoused with Major General John M. Schofield’s XXIII Corps at Goldsboro, North Carolina. Raleigh fell on April 13, and with Confederate general Robert E. Lee having already surrendered on April 9 at Appomattox, Virginia, Sherman arranged a controversial peace with Johnston at Durham Station on April 26.

The cumulative damage inflicted by Sherman’s army in the course of the march through Georgia and the Carolinas was immense. Vast portions of the economic infrastructure were destroyed or severely damaged, most notoriously railroads—a favorite target for Sherman’s men, who had developed a remarkable talent for their destruction. Some historians maintain that the long-term impact of such ruination significantly impeded the postwar economic recovery of the South. Also destroyed were the physical manifestations of the slave-owning culture, including auction blocks and slave pens.

The strategic impact of Sherman’s March through the Carolinas was undoubtedly great and arguably decisive. Initial Southern defiance gave way to the painful realization of impotence and eventually demoralization. Desertion in the Confederate ranks increased dramatically. This was an important factor in forcing Lee to abandon the siege at Petersburg, an act that led swiftly to the end at Appomattox. Yet for all its notoriety, there was an underlying humanity to Sherman’s strategic vision. By destroying things, he hoped to change minds and thus obviate the need to kill people.
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Tennessee

INTRODUCTION

Tennessee, a strategically positioned Southern state during the Civil war, had an 1860 population of 1,109,801. Tennessee’s geography and strategic resources made the state an important prize during the Civil War, which explains in large measure why there were more than 200 engagements fought there, the most in any state except Virginia. Tennessee encompasses 42,144 square miles and stretches from the Mississippi River all the way to the Appalachian Mountains. Tennessee is bordered by Arkansas and Missouri to the west, Kentucky and Virginia to the north, North Carolina to the east, and Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia to the south.

Tennessee’s many railroads and rivers facilitated trade throughout the United States. Tennessee contained large deposits of iron, zinc, and copper and was rich in agricultural products, including substantial quantities of grain and corn. Eastern Tennessee is home to Knoxville and the critical rail junction at Chattanooga. Another important transportation hub, the state capital of Nashville, is located in middle Tennessee, and its surrounding environs sustained a thriving mix of livestock and crop production, particularly horses and cotton. The region’s high density of limestone caves also supplied nitrates for gunpowder manufacture. Railroads and cotton fields dominated much of Tennessee’s western counties beyond the Tennessee River, and Memphis, located on the Mississippi River, was one of the South’s key river ports.

In the early stages of the secession crisis, Tennesseans charted a moderate course, preferring John Bell and Stephen Douglas in the 1860 presidential election. Tennesseans rejected secession in February 1861, much to the chagrin of Tennessee governor Isham G. Harris, who nevertheless covertly permitted Confederates to begin constructing forts and deploying troops throughout Tennessee immediately following the firing on Fort Sumter but before Tennessee officially joined the Confederacy. The action at Fort Sumter in April 1861 galvanized pro-Confederate sentiments, however, and Tennessee subsequently became the only Southern state to secede by popular referendum, in June 1861, although prosecessionist factions employed fraud, violence, and intimidation to attain their desired result.

Tennessee officially joined the Confederacy on July 22, 1861, the last state to do so. Pro-Confederate support was strongest in western and middle Tennessee, which were dominated by large slave-owning landholders. Those in eastern Tennessee, most of whom were small yeoman farmers, had long resented the political and financial power of the rest of the state and so were only lukewarm to the idea of secession and civil war.

Union strategy at the start of the war hoped to break through the thin Confederate perimeter defenses along Tennessee’s rivers and then exploit the state’s latent Unionism to restore the government while employing the railroad network to drive into the Confederate heartland.

Union success at Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862 led to the capture of Nashville (the first Confederate state capital to fall) on February 25 and the establishment of a military government under U.S. senator and staunch Unionist Andrew Johnson. After the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7 1862), Union troops occupied Memphis and much of middle and western Tennessee, but their slow progress and the evolution of hard wartime occupation policies hindered the restoration of civilian government and fostered guerrilla activities against the precarious Union logistical network. Even Union victory at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and Tennessee’s exemption from the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation failed to revive Unionist sentiments, however.

Meanwhile, Union counterinsurgency efforts largely failed to alleviate Confederate cavalry raids and the guerrilla menace for the remainder of the war. Confederate forces lost control of eastern Tennessee following the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), and Confederate general John B. Hood’s desperate attacks into middle Tennessee during the latter part of 1864 ended in disaster.

Tennesseans played prominent roles in every aspect of the Civil War and supplied significant enlistments to both the Confederate Army and the Union Army, including freedmen who formed several regiments of U.S. Colored Troops. Some 185,000 men served in the Confederate Army, of whom more than 25,000 died, while about 30,000 served in the Union Army, many of them African Americans. Of those 30,000, 6,777 died during the conflict. Tennessee was the first former Confederate state restored to the Union, in 1866.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Chattanooga, Tennessee

Strategically important Tennessee city. Nestled in a sharp bend of the Tennessee River between Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge on the Tennessee-Georgia border in southeastern Tennessee, Chattanooga had become an important river and railroad hub by the mid-19th century. The availability of easily accessible transportation routes and abundant nearby deposits of iron, lead, coal, and copper contributed to the city’s economic growth. By 1861 Chattanooga boasted approximately 5,000 residents, and the area’s industrial strength attracted many immigrants. Secession split the community, pitting rural Unionist-leaning immigrants from the North against secessionists of the recently settled urban Southerners from the Lower South.

Residents initially thought that their isolated location would shield them from the ravages of war, but it was precisely Chattanooga’s location that made the city a primary target. Chattanooga’s railroads and industrial capacity made it a coveted prize for both armies. In the autumn of 1863 following their defeat in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Union forces occupied Chattanooga, and the Confederates then laid siege to it.

A bold Union relief operation followed by a series of battles, including an improbable attack that captured Lookout Mountain (November 24, 1863) overlooking the city’s southwestern approaches and a daring assault on Missionary Ridge (November 25) to the east, lifted the siege and forced the Confederates back into Georgia.

Chattanooga then became an important logistical base for the Union advance toward Atlanta and beyond. Thousands of freed blacks streamed into Chattanooga. Resulting tensions between them and white residents led to violence that strained the army’s ability to maintain order until the arrival of the Freedmen’s Bureau. Many Union veterans settled permanently in Chattanooga after the war, and the city soon became a leading manufacturing center.
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Knoxville, Tennessee

City located in eastern Tennessee at the confluence of the French Broad River and the Holston River, which forms the Tennessee River near modern-day downtown Knoxville. Knoxville is nestled among rugged hills that are part of the Appalachian Mountains. The city had an 1860 population of 3,704.

Knoxville was first settled by Europeans in 1786, when James White, a former American Revolutionary War officer, established White’s Fort, a fortified trading post, near the confluence forming the Tennessee River. Until that time, the region had been home to the Cherokee Nation. In 1791 Knoxville, named after Secretary of War Henry Knox, was officially established on land surrounding White’s Fort. The town served first as the capital of the Southwest Territory and then as Tennessee’s capital during 1796–1817. For the first 25 or so years of its existence, Knoxville was little more than a frontier outpost that was frequently threatened by hostile Cherokees. This problem was largely resolved by the late 1830s, when the U.S. government forcibly removed most of the Cherokees to Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

Owing to its strategic location at the confluence of three important rivers, Knoxville during this period became a major way station for settlers heading west and a port for steamboat traffic. Before long the city had become a significant commercial and trade hub, handling large amounts of agricultural products, such as corn and tobacco, that were shipped south and west. In turn, a significant amount of cotton grown in the Deep South and in western Tennessee passed through Knoxville on its way north and east. Beginning in 1855 the city was served by the East Tennessee & Georgia Railroad, which further enhanced Knoxville’s commercial status.

Eastern Tennessee—including Knoxville—was a hotbed of antisecession and abolitionist sentiments, and there was at least one stop along the Underground Railroad located within the city. As was the case in western Virginia and North Carolina, most of the hill and mountain residents in this region were small yeoman farmers who did not own slaves; thus, they had little in common socially or economically with the state’s slaveholding interests. On the other hand, the city’s strong commercial ties to the cotton-growing South made many citizens reluctant secessionists by 1860. When a general referendum on secession was held in the late spring of 1861, eastern Tennessee voted overwhelmingly to reject departure from the Union, but Knoxville itself favored secession by a margin of two to one.

War finally came to Knoxville in September 1863, as a lead-in to the November–December 1863 Knoxville Campaign. Union officials hoped to occupy the region, severing it and its important logistical bases from the Confederacy. Union forces entered the city on September 1 virtually unopposed. In late November, Confederate troops under Lieutenant General James Longstreet moved against Knoxville, unsuccessfully laying siege to the city. After being rebuffed by Union forces, the Confederates lifted the siege and withdrew to the east. Knoxville remained in Union hands for the rest of the war.
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Memphis, Tennessee

City located in southwestern Tennessee on a bluff along the Mississippi River. Across the Mississippi River lies Arkansas; to the immediate south is the state of Mississippi. The population of Memphis in 1860 was 22,636.

Prior to European contact and settlement, the area was home chiefly to the Chickasaw tribe. The region was first explored by Hernando de Soto in the 16th century; the French later reconnoitered the area. Between 1795 and 1797, the Spanish established a fort not far from modern-day Memphis, but it was not permanently settled until 1819. Because of its strategic location on the Mississippi and its relatively high elevation that made it unlikely to flood, Memphis, named after the Egyptian city, prospered.

During Memphis’s formative years, the city’s economy became highly dependent upon slave-based agriculture. Cotton was cultivated in the surrounding countryside, and the city also became a main entrepôt for cotton moving north along the Mississippi for distribution to textile mills chiefly in the Northeast. Not surprisingly, Memphis also became a major center for the internal slave trade and was second only to New Orleans in the number of slaves bought and sold. By the 1850s, more than a quarter of the city’s population was enslaved. That proportion was significantly higher in the surrounding areas, where large plantations thrived. At the same time, the city was also a stop along the Underground Railroad.

By the mid-1850s, Memphis had become a major port city and a rail hub, most important for the strategic Memphis & Charleston Railroad, which was completed in 1857 and was the South’s only rail link between the Mississippi and the Atlantic coast. By now the city also had some light industry, but its forte was decidedly in the transportation sector. Because of its strong ties to slave-based agriculture and southern shipping interests, prosecessionist sentiments ran fairly high in Memphis. Union military officials, however, knew full well the importance of the city and early in the war sought to neutralize and occupy it. Indeed, Memphis fell to Union forces on June 6, 1862, and remained under Union control until war’s end. The U.S. Navy soon transformed the Confederate navy yard in the city into a major base supporting operations along the lower Mississippi.
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Nashville, Tennessee

Capital city of Tennessee. Located in north-central Tennessee, Nashville is at the heart of middle Tennessee along the Cumberland River and had an 1860 population of 16,988. The city sits amid a rolling piedmont, which features fertile soil ideal for agriculture.

Numerous French fur traders had established themselves in the region during the first half of the 18th century, but their settlements proved temporary. Modern-day Nashville was first founded in late 1779 when several pioneers from North Carolina established Fort Nashborough, a fortified trading center, along the Cumberland River. Nashville grew rapidly owing to its strategic location along the Cumberland, and in 1806 it was incorporated as a town. By the early part of the 19th century Nashville was the northern terminus of the Natchez Trace, which was a vital transportation artery for individuals, agricultural goods, and manufactured products. With the arrival of steamboats, the importance of the Natchez Trace waned, but Nashville remained an important inland port town.

In 1843, Tennessee legislators selected Nashville as the permanent state capital. By the eve of the Civil War Nashville was a wealthy city, a major port, and a hub for several strategic railroads. Although it had strong commercial ties to the cotton-producing areas of the state and in the lower South, Nashville was rather ambivalent toward secession. Most of those with larger commercial and shipping interests tended to favor secession, while the area’s small farmers and shopkeepers were less enthralled with the idea. Nevertheless, when war did come in April 1861, most of Nashville’s residents rallied around the Confederate cause.

Not surprisingly, Nashville became an early target for Union forces. Shortly after Fort Donelson fell to Union forces on February 16, 1862, Union troops moved against Nashville, securing the city on February 25. Nashville was the first state capital in the Confederacy to fall to enemy troops. Tennessee governor Isham G. Harris then relocated the capital to Memphis, and the Abraham Lincoln administration installed a pro-Union military government in Nashville under former U.S. senator Andrew Johnson. The Confederates tried but failed to retake Nashville during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864).
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The State House at Nashville, Tennessee in 1864. A manufacturing center, supply depot, and rail link for the Confederates in the Western Theater, Nashville was the first Confederate state capital to fall to Union forces, on February 25, 1862. (National Archives)

Under federal control, Nashville became a magnet for refugees fleeing the war in the countryside, many of them finding work in the city’s warehouses or on the docks and railroads. Among those seeking refuge or work in Nashville was a sizable number of ex-slaves as well as both Union and Confederate sympathizers. Several hospitals were also established in the city for wounded and sick soldiers. At the same time, a number of underground spy rings and arms smuggling operations existed in Nashville, providing Confederate forces with information as well as arms and other supplies.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Donelson

Confederate stronghold and river fortress erected by Confederate forces during 1861–1862 and designed to control access to the Cumberland River and middle Tennessee. Located on the west bank of the Cumberland River two miles north of Dover, Tennessee, Fort Donelson sat on a steep bluff overlooking a straight stretch of several miles of river. The fort was only about 15 acres in size, but its outer works extended over 100 acres. Four hundred log cabins within the fort served as barracks. The redoubt was made chiefly of wood and stones, with modest earthworks fronting along the river.

Fort Donelson had two river batteries made of stone and earthworks cut into the slope of the ridge facing downriver. The lower battery contained a 10-inch Columbiad and nine 32-pounders. The upper battery consisted of a 10-inch Columbiad rifled as a 32-pounder and two 32-pounder carronades. The fort itself had eight additional guns. The post became an early target for Union forces hoping to take control of the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers, seize the initiative in middle Tennessee, and occupy Tennessee’s capital at Nashville.

On February 6, 1862, Union forces seized control of Fort Henry on the Tennessee River. On February 7 Fort Donelson’s garrison numbered only about 6,000 men, including two brigades of infantry from Fort Henry. On February 16 after three days of fighting, Union forces compelled the Confederate garrison at Donelson to surrender and took control of the facility. The way was now open to Nashville, which was in Union hands by month’s end, the first Confederate capital to fall to enemy forces.
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Fort Henry

Fort on the east bank of the Tennessee River the capture of which was the first significant Union victory in the western theater during the Civil War. Initially constructed under the general supervision of Brigadier General Daniel S. Donelson during 1861–1862, Fort Henry was situated about 12 miles to the east of Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River. Both forts were designed principally to stop a Union incursion into middle Tennessee, a vital strategic area for the Confederacy. Fort Henry was named after Gustavus A. Henry, a U.S. senator from Tennessee.

Unlike Fort Donelson, Fort Henry’s site was far from ideal, as it encompassed low-lying swampy ground that easily flooded. Across from it were also high hills that lay on the opposite shore, from which an enemy could potentially rain down artillery fire. The redoubt did, however, command a stretch of river some three miles long.

Work began on the fort in May 1861, performed mainly by slaves and men from the 10th Tennessee Infantry. Construction was fitful and sporadic, however, and did not move into high gear until December 1861, when several hundred more slaves were brought in, along with an Alabama infantry regiment. Fort Henry eventually covered three acres of ground in a solidly built five-sided, open-bastioned earthwork parapet that covered about 10 acres. Rifle pits extended to the river and 2 miles east toward Fort Donelson. During nonflood stage Fort Henry’s walls, which were about 20 feet thick at the base, were 20 feet above the water level. The walls sloped upward toward the parapet, where they were some 10 feet thick. Work to fortify the heights on the opposite (west) bank, known as Fort Heiman after Fort Henry’s second-in-command, Colonel Adolphus Heiman, was incomplete when the Federals arrived in early February 1862.

Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman commanded both Fort Henry and Fort Donelson. Fort Henry mounted 17 heavy guns: 12 faced the river, and 5 guarded the land approaches. The fort had 8 32-pounders, 2 42-pounders, 1 128-pounder Columbiad rifled gun, 5 long 18-pounder siege guns, and 1 6-inch rifled gun.

When Union forces moved against Fort Henry in early February 1862, the Tennessee River was in flood, and part of the redoubt’s perimeter was under two feet of water. The Confederates also had no ammunition for their 42-pounders, leaving only nine guns able to counter a water approach. Tilghman possessed just 2,610 men in two brigades under Colonels Heiman and Joseph Drake. Many were raw recruits who had only shotguns and hunting rifles, and some had only antiquated flintlocks. Union forces arrived on February 5, and the next morning Tilghman, convinced that his position could not hold, ordered Fort Henry evacuated except for the artillerymen. With Union troops under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant delayed by the poor state of the roads, Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote began the naval attack alone, and Tilghman capitulated at 2:00 p.m. Union land forces then arrived and occupied the fort, and the way was now open to take Fort Donelson and, beyond that, Nashville.
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Fort Pillow

Confederate redoubt on the Mississippi River. Located 60 miles south of Island No. 10 and just north of Fulton on the Tennessee shore atop the Chickasaw Bluffs, Fort Pillow guarded the northern approach to the vital Confederate railhead of Memphis 40 miles downstream. Fort Pillow was in fact one of several fortifications constructed on the river as a part of a comprehensive river defense system. The fort was named after Mexican-American War veteran and Confederate major general Gideon J. Pillow.

Originally, Fort Pillow was seen as a backup position to Columbus and Island No. 10, although its commander, Captain Montgomery Lynch, did what he could to make it capable of withstanding a siege. After the loss of Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862, Major General Leonidas Polk had reinforced Pillow by sending a detachment there under Brigadier General John B. Villepigue. Following the loss of New Madrid, General P. G. T. Beauregard ordered its garrison there. After the Union capture of Island No. 10 and the Confederate defeat at Shiloh on April 7, Beauregard also ordered some 1,000 slaves to Fort Pillow to improve its entrenchments.

Fort Pillow was made into a strong defensive position with batteries located on the high bluffs at the water’s edge. When completed, Fort Pillow mounted some 40 heavy guns, including 10-inch Columbiads, most of which were in the lower batteries. The fort also had extensive earthworks and was manned by some 6,000 troops.

On April 14, 1862, the Union Western Flotilla fired the first shells at Fort Pillow. The mortar bombardment continued for the next seven weeks. Meanwhile, on May 29–30 General Beauregard decided to evacuate Corinth to Union Major General Henry Halleck’s 120,000-man army and retired to a new line along the Tuscumbia River in Alabama. This move left Fort Pillow untenable, and on June 4 the Confederates blew up their guns and destroyed what stores could not be carried away. On June 5, Union naval vessels moved past Fort Pillow toward Memphis, which fell on June 6. Union troops regarrisoned Fort Pillow a few days later.

The next major action at Fort Pillow unfolded on April 12, 1864, at which time the post was held by 557 Union troops: the 6th Colored Heavy Artillery and part of the 2nd Colored Light Artillery, perhaps half of them former slaves and with white officers and commanded by Major Lionel F. Booth, and the largely untrained 13th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment (U.S. 14th Cavalry Regiment) under Major William F. Bradford. In all there were 295 white soldiers and 262 black soldiers; another 20 white noncombatants, some of whom took part in the subsequent fighting, were also in the fort. The defenders had only six guns (two 12-pounder howitzers, two 6-pounders, and two 3-inch Parrott rifles), but they could also call on the Mississippi Squadron gunboat New Era in the river with six 24-pounder howitzers.

In late March, Confederate Nathan B. Forrest decided to attack Fort Pillow with 1,500–2,000 men. Just completing a cavalry raid into Kentucky, he hoped to secure horses and other supplies. Bedford’s men promptly surrounded the garrison, and Major Booth died very early in the ensuing fighting. Bedford asked for a surrender, but the besieged Federals refused. He then ordered a head-on attack, during and immediately after which an unusually large number of black soldiers were killed. The attacking Confederates lost only 14 killed and 86 wounded, while the number of Union casualties was far higher, with many more killed than wounded: 231 killed, 100 wounded, and 226 prisoners (only 58 African Americans compared to 168 whites). Many Northerners accused the Confederates of having perpetrated a racially motivated massacre; the Confederates argued otherwise, and the incident is still shrouded in controversy today. Bedford’s men vacated the area on April 13.
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Depiction of the massacre of Union troops at Fort Pillow, Tennessee, on April 12, 1864. What actually happened remains in dispute but Confederate forces under Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest took the fort and both sides maintained that a number of Union soldiers, especially African Americans, were gunned down or bayoneted after they had surrendered. (Library of Congress)
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Brownlow, William Gannaway (1805–1877)

Methodist minister, journalist, and governor of Tennessee. William Gannaway Brownlow was born on August 29, 1805, in Wythe County, Virginia, but eventually moved to Tennessee, establishing himself in the Knoxville area. Largely self-educated, in 1826 Brownlow became a Methodist minister who nonetheless condemned and demeaned his opponents, often maliciously. An ardent Unionist who supported slavery, Brownlow eventually took the helm of three Whig newspapers, making his viewpoints known throughout eastern Tennessee. His efforts to keep Tennessee in the Union failed when the western and middle parts of the state voted to secede, dragging eastern Tennessee into the Confederacy despite having a Unionist majority.

In the spring of 1861 when Confederate officials asked Brownlow to serve as a chaplain, the “Fighting Parson,” as he was now known, made it clear that he would have nothing to do with the Confederate cause. Instead, he relentlessly attacked the Confederate government in his newspaper, the Whig, published in Knoxville. By the end of 1861, Brownlow had been imprisoned for treason. The Confederates offered him release if he would take an oath of allegiance, but he refused. Confederate officials then exiled him to the North. There Brownlow wrote a well-received book, Sketches of the Rise, Progress, and Decline of Secession (1862), and embarked on a multicity speaking tour, educating Northern audiences about the deprivations he had suffered as a political prisoner and assuring listeners that most Southerners were only lukewarm secessionists.

Brownlow also compiled the best seller Parson Brownlow’s Book (1863), consisting primarily of his editorials from the Whig, his jailhouse diary, and personal correspondence. In the autumn of 1863 when Federals gained control of Knoxville, Brownlow returned to Tennessee to continue his vitriolic attacks on the Confederacy in his newspaper, renamed the Whig and Rebel Ventilator.

In March 1865 Tennessee Unionists chose Brownlow as governor, and he served from 1865 until 1869. Ironically, the former slavery apologist now enfranchised African Americans. During 1869–1875, Brownlow sat in the U.S. Senate as a Republican. He then returned to Knoxville, where he died on April 29, 1877.
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Caruthers, Robert Looney (1800–1882)

Tennessee politician and jurist. Robert Looney Caruthers was born in Smith County, Tennessee, on July 31, 1800. As a young man, he was a store clerk before studying at Greenville College (1820–1821). After reading for the law, Caruthers was admitted to the bar in 1823. He was a clerk for the Tennessee House of Representatives and the Smith County Chancery Court and then worked as editor for the Tennessee Republican. Caruthers subsequently served as state’s attorney (1827–1832), was a member of the Tennessee House of Representatives (1835), and helped found Cumberland University (in Lebanon, Tennessee) in 1842. In 1847 he established the university’s law school. In the meantime, Caruthers became a major land and slave owner. From 1841 to 1843, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Whig. In 1852 he was named a Tennessee Supreme Court justice, a position he held until 1861.

Caruthers did not initially support secession, and in February 1861 he was a delegate to the unsuccessful Washington Peace Conference, which attempted to forestall civil war. After his native state seceded in May 1861, Caruthers reluctantly accepted secession and was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress, where he supported the Jefferson Davis administration. Caruthers was not elected to the first regular Confederate Congress, however, and left the legislative body in December 1861.

Although elected to succeed Isham G. Harris as governor of Tennessee in 1862, Caruthers never officially assumed the office because Union occupation forces had already taken portions of the state, including the capital at Nashville. Harris remained the nominal governor until 1865. When the war ended, Caruthers became a professor of law at Cumberland University, a post he held until his death on October 2, 1882, in Lebanon, Tennessee.
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Harris, Isham Green (1818–1897)

Governor of Tennessee (1857–1865) and Confederate officer. Isham Green Harris was born on February 10, 1818, in Tullahoma, Tennessee. He became a successful merchant by the late 1830s. After studying law in a local judge’s office, Harris was admitted to the Tennessee bar in 1841. A Democrat, he pursued a political career, first as a state senator in 1847 and then as a U.S. representative (1849–1853). Harris became governor of Tennessee in 1857, succeeding Andrew Johnson.

A staunch secessionist, Harris pointedly refused President Abraham Lincoln’s call for Tennessee volunteers in 1861. Tennessee seceded from the Union on June 8, and Harris furnished a total of 100,000 men for the Confederacy and directed troop movements before the Confederate Army took control of Tennessee’s defenses in September 1861. During the first year of the Civil War, Harris sought to suppress the strong Unionist majority in eastern Tennessee with violent crackdowns on dissenters.

When Union forces cut through middle and western Tennessee in the winter of 1862, Harris fled to Memphis, setting up a temporary government there. He was soon driven from the state, however. Although Andrew Johnson, now a Unionist senator, returned to the state to run the U.S. military government there, Harris remained Tennessee’s nominal governor until April 5, 1865.

Beginning in April 1862, Harris volunteered as aide-de-camp to Generals Albert Sidney Johnson, Braxton Bragg, Joseph E. Johnston, and John Bell Hood. Harris held the provisional rank of colonel. From the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) to the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), Harris participated in every major engagement in the western theater except the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

After Union officials offered a $5,000 bounty for his capture in April 1865, Harris fled to England. In 1867 he returned to Memphis to practice law. Harris served as a U.S. senator from 1877 until his death in Washington, D.C., on July 8, 1897.
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Johnson, Andrew (1808–1875)

Politician and president of the United States. Andrew Johnson was born on December 29, 1808, in Raleigh, North Carolina, and spent his childhood in grinding poverty. Apprenticed to a tailor, Johnson learned the trade before settling in Greeneville, Tennessee. Denied formal schooling, he educated himself with the help of his wife.

After being elected alderman and mayor of Greeneville, Johnson was elected to the state legislature in 1835. Defeated in 1837, he was reelected in 1839. In 1841 he was elected to the Tennessee Senate; two years later he won election to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat. Johnson served in the House until 1853, when he was elected to the first of two terms as governor of Tennessee. He became a U.S. senator in 1857.

As a politician, Johnson identified with common citizens and attacked anyone who spoke against their interests. At the same time, he was a staunch defender of states’ rights and slavery (he owned a few slaves himself). Johnson quarreled with his fellow Democrats and became identified with the radical idea of basing political representation on the number of white persons in the area instead of counting three-fifths of the slave population (as provided for in the U.S. Constitution at that time). He also favored electing U.S. senators by popular vote, electing federal judges, and abolishing the electoral college. Johnson backed the passage of a homestead law that would grant small parcels of government-owned land in the West to settlers for free or at a nominal price, thus supporting the interests of the small farmer against the large plantation owner.

When the Democratic Party met at Charleston in April 1860, Johnson’s name was placed in nomination for the presidency by the Tennessee delegation, but any hope of his selection vanished when the party broke into sectional factions. He supported Southerner John Breckinridge in the general election; however, when senators from seceding states withdrew from Congress in late 1860 and early 1861, Johnson declared himself for the Union. It was Johnson who wrote the resolution that explained the federal government’s call to arms as solely to preserve the supremacy of the Constitution and the Union.

In March 1862 after the western half of Tennessee fell to Union forces, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Johnson military governor of Tennessee with the rank of brigadier general of volunteers and instructions to reestablish the authority of the federal government. Johnson had the difficult task of balancing the needs of the army with the political interests of a hostile population as well as trying to rally Unionists around a moderate Reconstruction policy. After Union forces had driven Confederate troops from eastern Tennessee in 1863, Johnson managed to reestablish civil government and secure, by state constitutional convention and popular vote, the abolition of slavery. Johnson viewed his experience in Tennessee as a successful example of the approach that would be necessary for the United States to follow in reconstructing the Union after the Civil War. Johnson’s success in Tennessee also made him the logical choice for Lincoln’s running mate in 1864.

When Johnson became president upon Lincoln’s assassination, he promised to continue Lincoln’s policies and retain his cabinet. Congress was not in session at the time and was not scheduled to return until December. The Republicans wanted Johnson to call Congress into special session so they could establish policy for the treatment of the conquered South. Johnson refused and decided to use the time to resolve the matter on his own.

Lincoln had favored leniency toward the South. He believed that because states could not legally secede, the Confederate states should be treated as if they had never left the Union. Therefore, as soon as 10 percent of the voting population in a state took an oath of allegiance to the Constitution and agreed to abolish slavery, the state should be allowed to establish a new state government. The Radical Republicans in Congress disagreed. They argued in the Wade-Davis Bill, passed in July 1864 but vetoed by Lincoln, that because the Southern states had seceded, they would have to apply for readmission to the Union under new terms established by Congress.

Lincoln died before having to confront the Radical Republicans on this issue. Johnson proceeded to implement his own plan; he hoped to present Congress with an already readmitted South when the legislature convened in December. He almost succeeded, but his decision to let the Southern states determine their own courses of action proved to be his downfall.

Johnson suggested that Southern conventions—gathered under his interpretation of Lincoln’s plan—ought to refuse to pay their war debts, nullify their ordinances of secession, and adopt the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery. These conditions were the least the North might have accepted, but Johnson failed to make them requirements. The result was that South Carolina repealed rather than nullified its ordinance of secession. This implied that states had a right to secede. Mississippi refused to adopt the Thirteenth Amendment, and both South Carolina and Mississippi refused to repudiate their war debts (although they were compelled to do so later). Furthermore, many of the new Southern state legislatures adopted laws, called Black Codes, that severely restricted the civil rights of free African Americans and also proceeded to allow former high-ranking Confederate officers and government officials to accept political office.

By the time Congress reconvened, the stage was set for a fierce battle. Johnson refused to back down or seek compromise. Radical Republicans, led by Thaddeus Stevens, refused to recognize the Southern representatives and passed various Reconstruction measures to protect the rights of the newly freed African Americans. In February 1866 Congress passed a bill to extend and strengthen the Freedmen’s Bureau. The bureau had been established for one year in 1865 to assist and protect freed slaves and settle them on abandoned lands in the South. Now Congress wanted to try in military courts anyone who attempted to deprive freedmen of their civil rights. Johnson, believing that the bill was unconstitutional, vetoed it. The attempt to override the veto failed.

Congress then passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which granted citizenship to African Americans. Johnson again vetoed this measure, but the bill was passed over his veto. This victory by the Radical Republicans allowed them to garner sufficient support for the passage of a new Freedmen’s Bureau bill in July 1866.

The Tenure of Office Act of 1867, passed by Congress over Johnson’s veto, set the stage for a final confrontation by prohibiting the president from dismissing his own cabinet members or other federal officeholders without the consent of the Senate. In August 1867 Johnson suspended Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, pending Senate approval. When the Senate refused to approve his action, in February 1868 the president fired Stanton anyway. The moment Radical Republicans had been hoping for had arrived. Impeachment proceedings for high crimes and misdemeanors began in the House. Johnson was tried by the Senate in March 1868. The trial lasted until the end of May, when the motion to convict him garnered 19 votes against and 35 votes for conviction, 1 vote short of the required two-thirds majority.

While Johnson retained office, his power had been sharply reduced. None of his vetoes were upheld during his last year in office. One of Johnson’s last acts as president was to grant amnesty “without limitation to all who had participated in the rebellion.”

Johnson returned to Tennessee in 1869 and was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1875. He served in one special session of Congress before his sudden death on July 31, 1875, while visiting his daughter near Carter Station, Tennessee.

STEVEN G. O’BRIEN
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Bate, William Brimage (1826–1905)

Confederate officer. William Brimage Bate was born on October 7, 1826, near Bledsoe’s Lick, Tennessee. After receiving a rudimentary education, at age 16 he took a job as a clerk aboard a steamboat. When the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) began, Bate enlisted in the army as a private but ended the conflict as a lieutenant.

After the war Bate returned home and started a newspaper, the Gallatin Tenth Legion. From 1849 to 1851 he sat in the Tennessee legislature. He then enrolled at Cumberland University Law School (Tennessee). Graduating in 1852, Bate established a thriving practice. In 1854 he was elected attorney general for the Nashville District.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Bate enlisted as a private in the 2nd Tennessee Infantry Regiment in April 1861 and took part in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). Elected his regiment’s colonel in late 1861, he saw combat with his unit at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was badly wounded. A surgeon was about to amputate Bate’s leg, but Bate drew a pistol and threatened to shoot the doctor if he proceeded. Bate kept his leg but walked with a limp the rest of his life. His effective leadership at Shiloh gained the attention of his superiors, and on October 3, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general.

Bate led his brigade in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), having three horses shot from under him. After another strong performance at Chattanooga (October–November 1863), he won promotion to major general with date of rank of February 23, 1864. Bate led his division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and received another wound at the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864). He subsequently saw action at the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864) and the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) before his final battle at Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865).

Bate settled in Nashville after the war, resuming his legal career. A prominent Democrat, during 1883–1887 he was governor of Tennessee, and from 1887 to 1905 he served in the U.S. Senate. Bate died on March 9, 1905, in Washington, D.C.
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Cheatham, Benjamin Franklin (1820–1886)

Confederate officer. Benjamin Franklin Cheatham was born in Nashville, Tennessee, on October 20, 1820. He followed in his family’s tradition of farming but served notably in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a captain and then a colonel of Tennessee volunteers. His performance during engagements at Monterrey and Cerro Gordo were praised by his commanders. Returning to Tennessee, Cheatham again took up farming and became active in the Tennessee Militia, in which he rose to the rank of major general. From 1849 to 1853 he was in California, where he had decided to try his luck during the gold rush.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Cheatham became a brigadier general in the Provisional Army of Tennessee with the help of his close friend, Isham G. Harris, who at the time was Tennessee’s governor. Cheatham subsequently was promoted to major general before accepting a commission as brigadier general in the Confederate Army in July 1861. He was advanced to major general on March 10, 1862, when he assumed command of the 2nd Division, I Corps, Army of Mississippi.

Cheatham soon proved his mettle as an intrepid, aggressive, and inspiring commander. He commanded a division in the battles at Belmont (November 7, 1861), Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Perryville (October 8, 1862), Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and Kennesaw Mountain (June 27, 1864). Cheatham directed a corps during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864) and in the subsequent invasion of Tennessee.

Cheatham’s generally sterling performance, however, was marred by a controversy that erupted between him and his commander, General John B. Hood, during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). At the Battle of Spring Hill (November 29, 1864), Cheatham allowed a Union army commanded by Major General John M. Schofield to escape, which ruined Hood’s plan of attack and ultimately led to the catastrophic Battle of Franklin in Tennessee the following day. Hood was furious, blamed the defeat on Cheatham, and demanded a military inquiry into his actions. Temporarily relieved of his command, Cheatham was eventually exonerated of wrongdoing and allowed to rejoin the army.

Cheatham subsequently served as a division commander in General Joseph E. Johnston’s army during the Carolina Campaign (January–April 1865). In April 1865 Cheatham surrendered to General William T. Sherman.

Following the war, Cheatham returned to his farm in Tennessee and then launched an unsuccessful bid to win a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1872. He also wrote his version of the events at the Battle of Spring Hill, which were published in a compilation of essays in the late 1870s. Cheatham was superintendent of the state penitentiary for four years, and from 1885 to 1886 he was Nashville’s postmaster. Cheatham died in Nashville on September 4, 1886.
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Farragut, David Glasgow (1801–1870)

Union naval officer. Born at Campbell’s Station, Tennessee, on July 5, 1801, the son of a naval officer, James (later David) Glasgow Farragut moved to New Orleans with his family while he was an infant. There Commodore David Porter became his guardian, and when Farragut was 9 years old Porter secured an appointment for him as a midshipman in the navy on December 17, 1810. Farragut served under Porter aboard the frigate Essex during the War of 1812 and at age 12 was a prize master. Captured in the sanguinary battle with HMS Phoebe and Cherub on March 28, 1814, Farragut was taken prisoner. Lauded by Porter for his conduct in the battle, Farragut in turn honored Porter by changing his name from James to David.

Farragut’s naval assignments following the war included postings to the Mediterranean and service in the West Indies in 1822 as part of Porter’s squadron to eradicate piracy. Farragut won promotion to lieutenant on January 13, 1825; to commander on September 8, 1841; and to captain on September 14, 1855.
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An aggressive and resourceful commander, Flag Officer David G. Farragut commanded the Union squadron that secured New Orleans in April 1862. He also commanded Union naval forces in the August 1864 Battle of Mobile, In 1866 Farragut became the first U.S. Navy full admiral. (Library of Congress)

Farragut was a resident of Norfolk, Virginia, when that state voted to secede from the United States. A staunch Unionist, he moved to the North, where his loyalty was suspect because of his southern origins. He was at first placed in administrative duty, but in December 1861 Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles appointed Farragut to command the West Gulf Blockading Squadron and ordered him to capture New Orleans. It took Farragut several months to put together a squadron, but on April 24, 1862, the squadron ran past the forts at the mouth of the Mississippi River, swept aside a small Confederate squadron, and took New Orleans the next day. On July 16, 1862, Farragut was one of four officers promoted to the new rank of rear admiral, ranking first in seniority in the navy.

During the summer of 1862 Farragut operated on the Mississippi, but his attempts against Vicksburg failed. He then tightened the blockade in the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to operate against Mobile, on August 5, 1864, he ran into Mobile Bay, defeating the Confederate squadron there, including the powerful Confederate ram Tennessee. This victory brought him promotion to vice admiral that December 31. Poor health prevented Farragut from taking part in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865), but he recovered in time to participate in combat along the James River at the end of the war. Aggressive and resourceful, Farragut was a model commander and undoubtedly the preeminent U.S. Navy officer of the war.

On July 26, 1866, Farragut was promoted to full admiral. During 1867–1868 he commanded the European Squadron. Farragut died while visiting the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New Hampshire, on August 14, 1870.
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Forrest, Nathan Bedford (1821–1877)

Confederate officer. Nathan Bedford Forrest was born on July 13, 1821, in Bedford County, Tennessee, the eldest son of 11 children of an impoverished backwoods family. In 1834 Forrest’s father, William Forrest, moved the family to northeastern Mississippi. Three years later William Forrest died, with responsibility for the family falling on Bedford, as he was known.

By sheer hard work and his own abilities, Forrest by 1840 had turned the ramshackle family homestead into a flourishing farm that finally enabled his family to live with a degree of financial security. He expanded his business dealings from agricultural production to speculation in cattle and horses. As his interests broadened, his income increased.

In 1851 Forrest, confident in his business ability and hoping to become involved in the cotton industry and the slave trade, moved his family to Memphis, Tennessee, where he ventured into the slave trade and real estate. By 1859 he had built up such substantial wealth that he retired from business dealings to look after his extensive landholdings.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Forrest joined the 7th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment on June 14, 1861. He entered service as a private but rose quickly through the ranks. Commissioned a lieutenant colonel in August, he commanded a battalion by October. Although he entered the war without any military training and no formal education, he quickly proved his leadership abilities. Promoted to colonel in April 1862, he was advanced to brigadier general that July, to major general in December 1863, and to lieutenant general in February 1865.

As he had done in so many other endeavors of life, Forrest made a name for himself on the battlefield through his tenacity, intelligence, and sheer fearlessness. His men admired him because he would not place them in a situation in which he himself was not willing to go.

Forrest fought in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), where he refused to surrender and led a daring escape by his men. He then distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was wounded covering the Confederate retreat. On his recovery, Forrest took command of a cavalry brigade under General Braxton Bragg and was given the chance to develop the raiding tactics that he then applied so successfully.
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Nathan Bedford Forrest rose from private to lieutenant general in the Confederacy. A brilliant, resourceful and utterly fearless cavalry commander, he also remains a controversial figure for certain actions of his in the war, notably the murder of Union African American soldiers following his capture of Fort Pillow, Tennessee (April 12, 1864), and as one of the founders of the Ku Klux Klan after the war. (Library of Congress)

Beginning in July 1862, Forrest led independent cavalry operations in Tennessee and later in northern Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, and Mississippi, in the process destroying Union supply depots and lines of communication. From December 31, 1862, to January 2, 1863, Forrest’s raid in western Tennessee wrought havoc on Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s only rail supply line for forces engaged in an advance on Vicksburg. On December 31, 1862, Forrest battled two Union brigades at Parker’s Cross Roads, Tennessee, but managed to escape. In April 1863 he captured an entire Union cavalry brigade near Rome, Georgia. In the Battle of Chickamaugua (September 19–20, 1863), Forrest commanded the right flank of Bragg’s army, but Bragg’s performance led Forrest to secure a transfer and raise a new command.

Forrest did not shrink from the threat of bloodshed in order to secure the surrender of entire Union commands. He was easily the most feared Confederate cavalry commander among Union troops. In early 1864 he led a raid into Tennessee and Kentucky that carried his force to the Ohio River. Forrest was a controversial commander, and the Northern press vilified him for the murder of Union African American soldiers following his capture of Fort Pillow, Tennessee, on April 12, 1864. While usually outstanding as an independent operator, Forrest often had difficulty cooperating with other field commanders, as demonstrated in his subpar performance at Tupelo, Mississippi, in July. He also frequently quarreled with superiors, sometimes to the detriment of the cause he served.

Forrest was also skilled in conventional warfare, as he amply demonstrated in the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864) in Mississippi. During October 19–November 9, 1864, he led his men on a daring raid against Johnsonville, Tennessee, a move designed to lessen the pressure on Confederate forces in the region. Forrest’s raid included the commandeering of two Union steamers on the Tennessee River, with which he moved a portion of his force downriver with considerable speed. Outsmarting the opposition, Forrest’s men attacked Union positions at Johnsonville. The raid resulted in Union losses of 75,000 tons of supplies, 33 guns, 4 gunboats, 14 steamers, and 17 barges. More than 150 Union soldiers were taken prisoner.

At the end of 1864, Forrest commanded the cavalry with decidedly mixed results in General John B. Hood’s invasion of Tennessee, covering the retreat of the army following its defeat in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). During the final stages of the war, Forrest’s command was overwhelmed by superior Union cavalry under Brigadier General James H. Wilson in a series of engagements in Alabama, culminating in the Battle of Selma (April 2, 1865). Forrest was a brilliant strategist and battlefield tactician, and his favorite battlefield maxim was “get there first with the most.” Having had more than two dozen mounts shot from beneath him, having personally killed many men in close-quarters fighting, and having suffered four serious wounds, Forrest was among the last Confederate generals to surrender in May 1865.

With the end of the war, Forrest returned to Memphis. He had expended most of his personal fortune purchasing weapons and supplies for his men. Forrest attempted to rebuild his wealth in farming and business, including a period as president of the Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad. Forrest was also one of the founders of the Ku Klux Klan that terrorized African Americans in the South, and indeed he served as its grand wizard. Forrest died in Memphis from an intestinal ailment on October 29, 1877.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Forts Henry and Donelson Campaign (February 6–16, 1862)

Union campaign in Tennessee in February 1862. Forts Henry and Donelson, only about 10 miles apart, anchored the center of the Confederate defensive line in the western theater. Fort Henry was situated on the Tennessee River, while Fort Donelson was on the Cumberland River. Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman commanded both installations.

Major General Henry W. Halleck, commanding the Union Department of the Missouri, resisted appeals from his subordinates Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote to move against the forts. Such an operation, if successful, would flank the Confederate fortress at Columbus on the upper Mississippi and Confederate defenders at Bowling Green, Kentucky. Halleck was finally prompted to act by an erroneous report that Richmond was sending reinforcements west. On January 30 he ordered Grant to take Fort Henry, and the Union expedition set out on February 2.

Fort Henry covered only three acres of ground. Although it lay in a bend of the Tennessee River, it commanded a straight stretch of water three miles long. The fort was poorly situated on low ground with higher terrain on both sides. Henry mounted 17 heavy guns, with 12 facing the river. In early February the Tennessee was in flood, and some of the land within the fort’s perimeter was underwater. The Confederates also had no ammunition for some guns, leaving only 9 guns able to counter a water approach. The garrison numbered only 2,610 men, many of them poorly armed raw recruits.

Four ironclads led the Union flotilla, followed by the transports and a division of three timberclads. Two lifts were necessary to transport all of Grant’s 17,000 men. Early on February 4, Tilghman learned of the Union approach and left Fort Donelson to supervise Fort Henry’s defense. His appeal to Major General Leonidas Polk at Columbus for reinforcements went unanswered.

Grant debarked his men three miles from Fort Henry and then returned to Paducah with the empty transports to hurry the second lift of Brigadier General Charles F. Smith’s division. Most Union troops were ashore by February 5. Although he did not yet have all his men in place, Grant believed that prompt action was imperative to prevent the Confederates from reinforcing, and he ordered the advance to begin at 11:00 a.m. on February 6.

Grant planned a simultaneous land and water attack. During the night of February 5, he sent Smith and two of his brigades along the west bank of the river to prevent reinforcement from that direction and cut off any escape. Brigadier General John A. McClernand’s division with a brigade from Smith mounted the main Union land effort on the east bank.

Meanwhile, on the night of February 5 Tilghman called together his officers. None believed that they could withstand a Union attack, and at 10:00 a.m. the next morning Tilghman ordered all the men except the artillery company manning the guns to withdraw to Donelson, hoping to delay the attackers long enough for the rest of his command to escape.

At 10:50 a.m. on February 6 the Union flotilla got under way, the ironclads formed in line abreast and lashed together because of the narrowness of the river. The timberclads trailed a half mile behind. With no sign of the Union troops, Foote decided to begin the battle alone. At 11:45 a.m. from a range of about 1,700 yards, the gunboats opened fire. From about a mile away the water battery responded, and firing then became general.
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Federal gunboats commanded by Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote bombarding Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, February 6, 1862. Following two hours of shelling, the fort surrendered. (Library of Congress)

The Confederate fire was both lively and accurate; indeed, all the gunboats were hit, but most damage was slight. A total of 43 men were killed or wounded. The Union fire was also accurate, and several Confederate guns were soon out of commission. At 2:00 p.m., with only four guns operable and Union fire sweeping the fort, Tilghman surrendered. Confederate losses were 5 dead, 11 wounded, 5 missing, and 110 surrendered. Grant and his men then arrived.

Fort Donelson was the next Union objective. Located on the west bank of the Cumberland River two miles north of Dover, Donelson was situated on a bluff overlooking several miles of river. The fort itself covered about 15 acres, but its outer works extended over 100 acres, with 400 log cabins as barracks. Donelson had two river batteries cut into the ridge facing downriver: the lower battery contained 10 guns, and the upper battery contained 3 guns. The fort itself had 8 additional guns. On February 7, Fort Donelson’s garrison numbered about 6,000 men, including the troops from Fort Henry.

Confederate western theater commander General Albert Sidney Johnston now decided to extract his garrisons in Kentucky and at Columbus, reinforcing Fort Donelson with 12,000 men to hold Grant until he could withdraw most of his eastern forces to Nashville. Johnston could have concentrated some 30,000 men at Fort Donelson, outnumbering Grant two to one, or he could have evacuated the fort altogether. His middle course proved unfortunate for the Confederates.

Brigadier General John B. Floyd assumed command of Fort Donelson. He and his second-in-command, Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow, were incompetent. Brigadier General Simon Bolivar Buckner was the one effective senior Confederate officer present.

On February 12, 1862, Grant moved from Fort Henry to Fort Donelson by land. Simultaneously, Foote moved his gunboats and the troop transports, arriving near Fort Donelson on the night of February 13. That day 15,000 unentrenched Union troops confronted 21,000 entrenched Confederates, but fortunately for Grant, Floyd made no effort to attack.

Shortly after noon on February 13, despite Grant’s order not to bring on a general engagement, Brigadier General John A. McClernand ordered his men to capture a battery in the center of the Confederate line, but repeated Union assaults failed. Grant was displeased, but the action served to mask Union inferiority in numbers. That afternoon the weather changed dramatically from near summer to winter conditions, bringing suffering to both sides.

By February 14 the Confederates were completely invested except along the Cumberland above Dover, where the river had flooded. As Grant strengthened his lines, the Confederate commanders decided to attempt to break out, but Floyd countermanded an effort that day.

Grant’s plan was to hold the Confederates within the fort from the land while the Union flotilla destroyed the water batteries. Shortly before 3:00 p.m. on February 14, the Union flotilla attacked with four ironclads; again the vulnerable timberclads formed a second division far to the rear.

The Union ships closed to within 400 yards. This time plunging fire hit the sloping Union armor at right angles and disabled three of the four ironclads, which then drifted downstream. The other ships then withdrew. In the 90-minute engagement, the flotilla suffered 11 men killed and 43 wounded (the latter including Foote). Although none of the gunboats were fatally damaged, from this point on the navy contributed little to the battle. The fort received scant damage in the attack.

Meanwhile, Union troop reinforcements continued to arrive. Before dawn on February 15, Grant departed for a meeting with Foote, instructing his commanders not to initiate an engagement. Knowing that their position was untenable, on the night of February 14 the Confederate generals agreed that they would attempt to break out along the west bank of the Cumberland River. Pillow was to open an escape route by rolling up the Union right while Buckner sortied against the Union center. When the Union right flank had been pushed back, Pillow would lead the retreat to Charlotte, and Buckner would serve as the rear guard.

Pillow’s attack at 6:00 a.m. on February 15 caught the Union troops by surprise and drove them back. Buckner then sent his men forward. Union troops soon used up their ammunition and were forced to withdraw, but Pillow threw away the chance to escape. Imagining that he could now defeat Grant, Pillow continued the attack. With the situation desperate, Union brigadier general Lew Wallace sent his men forward, driving the Confederates back.

Arriving on the scene, Grant ordered the lost ground retaken. Correctly assuming that to break through the Confederates must have weakened their lines elsewhere, he ordered Brigadier General Charles F. Smith to attack the Confederate right. Smith’s men soon breached Fort Donelson’s breastworks. Although Buckner finally halted the Union advance, he could not force the invaders from the works, and the entire Confederate position was now in jeopardy. Meanwhile, Wallace’s division retook the ground lost earlier.

Additional Union infantry regiments reached Fort Donelson that evening, bringing Union strength to 27,000 men. It was now no longer possible for the bulk of the Confederates to escape. During the night of February 15–16, the Confederate commanders again met; Pillow and Floyd decided to escape across the Cumberland, and Buckner assumed command. Colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest got away with some 500 men on horseback; they forded the creek between the Union right flank and the river. Perhaps 5,000 Confederates escaped in all.

Early on February 16, Buckner asked for terms. On the suggestion of Smith, Grant demanded unconditional surrender, to which Buckner reluctantly agreed. Some 15,000 Confederates surrendered. The Union also secured Fort Donelson’s guns, small arms, rations, and other equipment. Estimates of Confederate killed and wounded vary from 1,500 to 3,500. Union losses were 2,832: 500 killed, 2,108 wounded, and 221 captured or missing.

The fall of Fort Donelson led directly to the Union capture of Nashville, the first Confederate state capital taken. The loss of the Confederate garrison also affected, perhaps decisively, the subsequent Battle of Shiloh, for the men surrendered at Fort Donelson might have made the difference at Shiloh.
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Shiloh, Battle of (April 6–7, 1862)

Arguably the first great land battle of the Civil War. The Battle of Shiloh (also known as the Battle of Pittsburg Landing) took place along the banks of the Tennessee River at Pittsburg Landing, some 23 miles north of the strategic town of Corinth, Mississippi. The battle derived its name from a small Methodist church named Shiloh (Hebrew for “place of peace”).

By April 1862, Union forces had driven the Confederates from Kentucky and Tennessee; opened the Tennessee River to Florence, Alabama; and were preparing a conquest of the Mississippi. Stung by defeats at Fort Henry (February 6) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16) and the loss of Nashville (February 25), commander of Confederate Department No. 2 General Albert Sidney Johnston was determined to engage and defeat the Federals. He called up reinforcements and ordered a concentration at Corinth.

The strategy promulgated by Major General Henry Halleck, commanding the Union Department of the Mississippi, was to send forces down the Mississippi but also sever Confederate railroad lines across the region and take the town of Corinth, a key railhead. Halleck ordered Major General Ulysses S. Grant and his Army of West Tennessee (soon to be renamed the Army of the Tennessee) to link up with Major General Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio, which was marching from Nashville. The two would then operate together in a joint offensive against Corinth. Seizing the town would cut two important Confederate railroads: the west-east Memphis & Charleston Railroad, connecting the Mississippi, Memphis, and Richmond, and the north-south Mobile & Ohio Railroad.

Grant’s six divisions of nearly 39,000 men arrived at Pittsburg Landing. Grant pushed his men two miles inland on the west bank of the river, where they set up camp and waited for Buell’s forces, delayed in their march by heavy rains, to arrive. Grant’s troops were loosely arrayed near Shiloh Church. Grant, however, had neglected to send any reconnaissance parties to ascertain Confederate strength. He was more preoccupied with his own offensive plans. As a result, defensive arrangements had been largely ignored. By early April Grant’s men were scattered throughout the area, with no attempt having been made to form any sort of battle line or even throw up rudimentary earthworks.

The Confederates were not quiescent, however. Johnston, who was well aware of Grant’s arrival at Pittsburg Landing and probable Union intentions, was determined to strike Grant and destroy his army before Buell could arrive with his 36,000-man army. Johnston organized his army into four corps under Major Generals Leonidas Polk, Braxton Bragg, and William J. Hardee and Brigadier General John C. Breckinridge. On April 3, Johnston set out with 44,000 men from Corinth for Pittsburg Landing; however, rains turned the roads into quagmires, making progress slow and difficult. On April 5 Johnston’s men were a scant four miles southwest of Shiloh, although their arrival went unnoticed by Union forces.

On April 6 at about 5:00 a.m., Johnston’s men clashed with Union pickets and then struck the awakening Union army in full force, nearly overwhelming the unprepared Federals. The Confederates first hit Brigadier General William Tecumseh Sherman’s division. Ill-prepared, it fell back. The Confederates then attacked the divisions commanded by Brigadier General Benjamin M. Prentiss and Major General John A. McClernand. Their troops, plus those of Sherman’s re-formed division, then battled the Confederates during the next three hours in costly fighting that slowed the Confederate assault. Superior numbers finally told, however, and the Confederates overran the Union divisions.
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Fought on April 6–7, 1862, on the west bank of the Tennessee River, the Battle of Shiloh was the first great battle of the Civil War. An  important Union victory, it claimed 23,732 causalities and was, up to that time, the bloodiest battle of American history. (Library of Congress)

The Confederates were hindered not only by the stubborn Union defense but also by ill-trained troops who stopped to loot the abandoned Union camps. A faulty battle plan also contributed, with the four corps becoming hopelessly tangled. The offensive ground to a halt as units became disorganized. Afforded time to redeploy, Grant, who was not on the field when the attack came, rushed to the landing from nearby Savannah, Tennessee, and began to organize a defensive position around the landing. He slowly re-formed a solid defensive front centered on a sunken road held by Prentiss’s men. Grant ordered it held at all costs. The Confederates described the bitter fighting there as the Hornets’ Nest.

The Confederates, meanwhile, had lost their commander. At about 2:00 p.m. while directing an attack on the Union lines, Johnston was struck in the leg by a bullet that severed an artery, and he bled to death on the field. General P. G. T. Beauregard then assumed command of the Confederate forces. Fighting raged across the field. The Confederates massed 62 guns and finally blasted Prentiss into submission. He and some 2,000 defenders of the Hornets’ Nest surrendered at around 5:30. By the evening of April 6, although Union forces had been driven from their camp, they had developed a strong defensive position around Pittsburg Landing, protected on their flanks by ravines and by the heavy guns of two gunboats in the river to their rear. That evening in a controversial decision, Beauregard suspended the Confederate attack, expecting to complete the destruction of the Union army in the morning.

During the night, however, lead elements of Buell’s army and Major General Lew Wallace’s division arrived and were immediately hurried into the line. On April 7 to Beauregard’s surprise, Grant struck first. At about 7:30 a.m., Union forces began steadily pushing the Confederates back. The fighting that day was as bloody as the combat of the previous day. Late that afternoon, Beauregard pulled his battered and exhausted army back to Corinth. The Union army did not pursue.

The Battle of Shiloh was over. The first great meat-grinder battle of the war, it had cost the Union 13,038 casualties (1,745 killed, 8,408 wounded, and 2,885 captured). The Confederates lost 10,694 (1,723 killed, 8,012 wounded, and 959 missing or captured). The grisly total of 23,732 causalities from this single battle was more than the United States had suffered in all of its previous wars combined. The carnage shocked Americans, North and South.

The Union victory at Shiloh was of tremendous consequence in the war. Although criticized for his lack of preparation, Grant had survived and proven himself to be an aggressive commander. Although temporarily demoted by Halleck afterward, Grant withstood calls for his head and was sustained by President Abraham Lincoln, who famously stated, “I can’t spare this man. He fights.” The battle ultimately doomed the Confederate cause in the West. After a tortoise-like advance and siege directed by Halleck, the Confederates abandoned Corinth in June.
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Stones River, Battle of (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863)

Large sanguinary engagement fought outside of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Following the Confederate defeat at Perryville, Kentucky, on October 8, 1862, Union forces moved into central Tennessee. That same month, Major General William S. Rosecrans assumed command of the Union Army of the Cumberland, assigned to conduct operations in Tennessee.

Prodded by his superiors to act, Rosecrans waited until he believed that he had accumulated sufficient supplies, departing Nashville on December 26, 1862. His army moved in three columns southeastward in the direction of Chattanooga. Major General Alexander M. McCook commanded the right wing, Major General George H. Thomas had charge of the center, and Major General Thomas L. Crittenden commanded the left wing. Crittenden’s left wing advanced astride the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad, which crossed Stones River.

The Union force totaled approximately 47,000 men. During December 26–30 the army covered about 30 miles, almost reaching Murfreesboro, where Confederate general Braxton Bragg and his 38,000-man Army of Tennessee awaited the Union advance on Stones River. Bragg’s army was deployed on a 4-mile front, about 1.5 miles west and northwest of Murfreesboro. Lieutenant Generals Leonidas Polk and William Hardee commanded Bragg’s two corps. Bragg’s cavalry consisted of two brigades of experienced horsemen commanded by Brigadier Generals Joseph Wheeler and John Wharton. As the two armies closed, both Bragg and Rosecrans planned offensive actions. Ironically, the two commanders came up with approximately the same plan of holding with their right flank and attacking with their left.

Bragg began the battle. At 6:22 a.m. on December 31, Major General John P. McCown’s division of Hardee’s corps, supported by Wharton’s cavalry, struck the Union right flank, where General McCook’s corps was supposed to attack at 7:00 a.m. to extend the Confederate line, but the Union soldiers were then just finishing breakfast and were taken completely by surprise. Major General Patrick R. Cleburne’s division moved just behind McCown. These divisions of Hardee’s corps drove back McCook’s corps. Meanwhile, the Confederate cavalry circled wide to harass the Union rear.

Brigadier General Philip Sheridan, commanding a division of McCook’s corps, rallied his men and repelled three Confederate attacks, briefly holding up the Southern advance. But by midmorning, the entire Union flank was in retreat and being driven back into Thomas’s corps.

As the Federals fell back on the Nashville Pike, Rosecrans recalled the first Union division sent across Stones River, one of two that were to have assaulted the Confederate right, held by Major General John C. Breckinridge’s single division. Rosecrans then shifted two divisions into a defensive posture in front of the massed Union artillery at the Nashville Pike. The spirited Union defense of Round Forest, a wooded area around the pike and the paralleling Chattanooga & Nashville Railroad that became known as Hell’s Half Acre, bought time for General Thomas to construct a new Union defensive line to meet the Confederate attack driving in the Union right. The new line ran perpendicular to the old position and parallel to the Nashville Pike. The Union lines now came to resemble a narrow “V” shape. Supported by massed artillery to their rear, the Union defenders beat back numerous Confederate attacks.

Following the initial attack, Bragg did little to influence the battle. Although he had belatedly ordered Polk’s forces to join the Confederate attack by striking the Union center, Polk committed his troops piecemeal. By nightfall and the close of the first day of battle, the new Union line had held.

Having now won a tactical victory, Bragg was convinced that Rosecrans would soon withdraw. Throughout New Year’s Day as Bragg waited, however, Rosecrans remained in place, and both sides warily watched the other. With the Federals still holding their positions, at 4:00 p.m. on January 2 Bragg ordered Breckinridge to attack the Union left on the east side of Stones River with his 4,500 men in order to seize the high ground there. Observing the Confederates to his front massing for the attack, General Crittenden ordered his artillery commander, Major John Mendenhall, to mass his guns at the ford where the first Union division had crossed earlier. Although the attacking Confederates drove the Union forces back with impressive vigor, at 4:45 p.m. Mendenhall opened up with his 57 massed guns, tearing great holes in the Confederate ranks and driving Breckinridge back to his original position, with frightful losses.

On the night of January 2, the commanders of two Confederate divisions that had sustained heavy casualties on December 31 wrote to Bragg asking for a withdrawal. Polk seconded the suggestion. At first Bragg angrily rejected it, but on the morning of January 3, believing falsely that Rosecrans had been reinforced, Bragg ordered a withdrawal for that evening, to Tullahoma, Tennessee. Rosecrans declined to pursue his adversary, contenting himself with occupying Murfreesboro.

The cost of the three-day battle was high for both sides. Union casualties numbered 1,730 dead, 7,802 wounded, and 3,717 missing. Southern losses were almost as great: 1,294 dead, 7,845 wounded, and 1,027 missing.

Although technically a Confederate victory, the Battle of Stones River opened Chattanooga to a Union advance. The battle also accelerated a growing lack of confidence in Bragg.
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Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863)

Series of Union and Confederate maneuvers and battles during October and November 1863 for control of strategically important Chattanooga, Tennessee. After his defeat in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Union major general William Rosecrans and his 40,000-man Army of the Cumberland reeled back into Chattanooga. There Confederate general Braxton Bragg and his Army of Tennessee, consisting of 40,000–50,000 men, besieged Rosecrans’s demoralized force. Bragg, however, eventually weakened his position by compelling forces under Lieutenant General James Longstreet and Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest to leave his command. Nevertheless, Bragg reduced Union supplies to a trickle and threatened his enemy’s existence.

President Abraham Lincoln ordered 20,000 troops from Mississippi under Major General William T. Sherman and a like number from Virginia under Major General Joseph Hooker to reinforce Rosecrans. On October 17 Lincoln also appointed Major General Ulysses S. Grant commander of Union forces west of the Appalachians. Grant promptly replaced Rosecrans with Major General George H. Thomas and ordered Thomas to hold Chattanooga at all costs. On October 23 Grant took personal command at Chattanooga.
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Lithograph of the Battle of Chattanooga, depicting the charge of Union troops under Major General George H. Thomas near Orchard Knob, November 23, 1863. (Library of Congress)

Four days later Grant seized Brown’s Ferry on the Tennessee River and built pontoon bridges to open a secure supply route—the so-called Cracker Line—into Chattanooga. In the Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29), he repulsed Confederate counterattacks by a division of Longstreet’s corps. Shortly thereafter the disgruntled Longstreet and his corps would be dispatched to eastern Tennessee to deal with the Union threat at Knoxville.

On November 23 Grant launched coordinated attacks against Bragg’s siege lines. Thomas’s troops in the center seized Orchard Knob, and the next day Major General Joseph Hooker, on the Union right, defeated the Confederates in the Battle of Lookout Mountain (November 24). Sherman, on the Union left, repeatedly assaulted Major General Patrick R. Cleburne’s Confederates on Missionary Ridge, only to be repulsed. On November 25 Thomas’s men, attacking without orders, carried Bragg’s lines on Missionary Ridge. The Confederate center broke, and Bragg retreated to Dalton, Georgia, with Cleburne’s division fighting rearguard actions at Ringgold Gap (November 26) and Taylor’s Ridge (November 27). The Chattanooga Campaign was over, at a cost of 5,815 Union and 6,667 Confederate casualties.
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Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864)

Confederate general John Bell Hood’s abortive attempt to divert Union military attention from the Deep South and carry the war north into Kentucky and toward the Ohio River. Hood, commanding the Army of Tennessee, began his ill-fated Franklin and Nashville Campaign (Hood’s Tennessee Campaign) on November 29, 1864; it ended in defeat on December 27.

Following Major General William T. Sherman’s capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, Hood withdrew northward, eventually into Alabama. The move promised important results. With a Confederate threat to his supply lines, Sherman might be forced to turn and attack the Army of Tennessee. Sherman did not oblige. Leaving one corps to garrison Atlanta, he marched east toward the Georgia coast to cut off supplies northward to General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.

Assuming that Sherman had dispersed his forces, Hood then decided to cross the Tennessee River and strike middle Tennessee. Although his plan was somewhat vague, Hood hoped to eventually defeat the Union forces there, then advance toward the Ohio River. The problem was that the Union army in Tennessee was a powerful force, and Sherman had anticipated Hood’s move. With Sherman’s departure, Union major general George Thomas had charge of defending Tennessee, for which he had ample forces, with reinforcements dispatched by Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant once Hood’s intentions were clear.

Hood moved into Tennessee with some 30,000 infantry and 8,000 cavalry during the second week of November. Despite bad weather, the Confederate army advanced rapidly at first. It met a Union army of two corps under Major General John Schofield near Columbia, Tennessee, on November 24. Following the battle, Schofield’s outnumbered force withdrew slowly northward on November 29. Two divisions of Hood’s army pursued vigorously, moving into Spring Hill, about 10 miles from Columbia. The remainder of the army failed to attack, however, and Schofield slipped past, moving his forces into Franklin on the Harpeth River, about 25 miles above Columbia and 12 miles above Spring Hill. The Union forces then entrenched.

Hood, furious over the missed opportunity at Spring Hill, now launched frontal assaults against the Union positions. On November 30 before even his artillery could come forward, he hurled his troops against the Union lines in piecemeal, uncoordinated attacks. The Army of Tennessee suffered three times the number of casualties of the Union forces, losing nearly 7,000 men, including 6 generals killed and 6 others wounded. On the night of November 30, the Union forces moved out of Franklin toward the safety of Nashville, 25 miles to the north. On December 2 Hood’s battered army advanced on Nashville, where it would meet Thomas’s concentrated army of nearly 60,000 men, components of three field armies—the Army of the Cumberland, the Army of the Ohio, and the Army of Tennessee as well as miscellaneous other troops. Meanwhile, during Hood’s costly and ultimately disastrous campaign in Tennessee, Sherman advanced on Savannah.

The Army of Tennessee was now in dire straits. Its losses had been staggering, morale was low, and it was unable to conduct offensive operations against a now vastly superior enemy force. Nonetheless, Hood’s campaign had come as a shock to the North. In less than three weeks, the Confederate army had moved from the Tennessee River in Alabama to the outskirts of Nashville, a city untouched by war for more than two years. Grant became impatient and instructed Thomas to attack Hood immediately. With Hood so far from his base, Grant saw the opportunity to destroy one of the three remaining Confederate armies. When Thomas failed to attack, prudently awaiting more troops and better weather, Grant made plans to replace him with Major General John A. Logan. For nearly two weeks, the opposing armies strengthened their positions. Aware that his own forces were inadequate to storm the Union positions, Hood waited for Thomas to attack. In the interim, Hood unwisely sent his cavalry to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on an independent operation against a Union garrison there. As a result, the Confederates faced the ensuing Union attack without reconnaissance or adequate flank protection.

Thomas launched his attack on December 15, beginning the Battle of Nashville. Union forces struck with a devastating attack on the Confederate left, with several skirmishing advances elsewhere. Union infantry in the center of the line then joined with the cavalry for an envelopment of the Confederate left flank. The Confederate lines crumbled, and Union forces pushed forward nearly two miles before nightfall. The Union assault resumed on December 16, beginning with a two-hour artillery bombardment. Two Union infantry corps smashed into the Confederate left flank, and dismounted cavalry armed with repeating rifles reached the Confederate rear. Pierced in several places, the Confederate lines broke. Thomas nearly achieved the complete annihilation of a Confederate army. Hood retreated that night. Two weeks later the remnants of the Army of Tennessee encamped in Tupelo, Mississippi. Hood resigned his command on January 13, 1865.
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Texas

INTRODUCTION

Texas, located in the Southwest, is bordered by the Gulf of Mexico and Mexico to the south, New Mexico to the west and north, Oklahoma to the north, and Arkansas and Louisiana to the east. Encompassing 266,807 square miles of territory, Texas was the largest state in the Union and became by far the largest state in the Confederacy when it seceded from the United States in February 1861, deposing Texas hero and Unionist governor Sam Houston. Texas was also the westernmost state of the Confederacy and one of only three Confederate states west of the Mississippi River (the other two being Arkansas and most of Louisiana). The population of Texas had skyrocketed between 1850 and 1860, and the 1860 census, taken on the eve of the Civil War, showed 604,215 people.

Texas had little in the way of industry, for much of its economy was based on agricultural exports such as cotton and cattle, but during the war, industry in Texas grew substantially by necessity. Texas provided some 65,000 troops, perhaps considerably more, to the Confederate war effort between 1861 and 1865, one-fourth of whom served in the eastern theater.

The Civil War had profound social, economic, and political effects in Texas. The state escaped any major invasion of its interior by Union armies, thus enabling Texans to avoid the destruction, occupation, and social disruption visited on many other states in the Confederacy. There were material shortages and hardships, but few people experienced privations because of a lack of necessities. The greatest burdens for Texans at home came from the effects of high casualties in the army, divisions from internal dissent, and continued bloodshed from Native American warfare.

Slavery was the key issue that triggered the decision to secede from the Union after the Republican victories in the election of 1860 crowned by Abraham Lincoln’s election as president. The Texas Secession Convention of January and February 1861 stated as much when it accused the incoming Republican administration of seeking to abolish slavery, a measure that would bring economic catastrophe and social chaos to the Southern states.

Indeed, Texas proved to be a valuable resource for the Confederacy even after it was cut off with the fall of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. Not only did Texas supply valuable beef and other goods, it also served as a transshipment point for Southern cotton, which could be moved across the Rio Grande and shipped out of open ports in Mexico.

The beginning of the war in April 1861 did not immediately affect Texas, except for manpower. In the first months of the conflict, more than 25,000 Texans entered the Confederate Army. During the war, more than 20,000 Texans died in combat or from disease. Most Texas soldiers saw action in the Trans-Mississippi region under the command of General Edmund Kirby Smith (the overall theater commander) and Major General John B. Magruder (in command of Confederate forces in Texas) or in the Southeast. Texas units suffered heavy losses at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862). One outfit—General John Bell Hood’s Texas Brigade—served in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in the eastern theater and fought in 38 battles and skirmishes between 1862 and 1865.

Texas efforts in the Trans-Mississippi theater focused on operations in the New Mexico Indian territories and Arkansas and Missouri. None of these campaigns were successful. The expedition into the New Mexico Territory in the autumn and winter of 1861–1862, commanded by Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley, ended in failure largely because of supply shortages and a lack of adequate manpower.

Union forces, however, proved unable to exploit any of their successes in the surrounding states with any major invasion of Texas. Three Union efforts to establish a foothold on the cost of the Gulf of Mexico—at Corpus Christi in August 1862, at Galveston from September 1862 to January 1863, and at Sabine Pass near the Texas-Louisiana border in September 1863—all ended in failure. Particularly galling for the Union forces was the September 1863 failure at Sabine Pass in which a small force of 50 Confederate gunners at Fort Griffin foiled an effort by 5,000 Union troops and a Union squadron to force the narrow passage. The last major effort to invade Texas, a March 1864 Union offensive through the Red River Valley in northwestern Louisiana to open the way for an invasion of eastern Texas, collapsed because of logistical problems and poor command and control between Union commanders.

The failure of the Red River Campaign marked the end of Union efforts to invade Texas. During the second half of 1864 and early 1865, the Trans-Mississippi West saw little heavy fighting. When word of Lee’s April 9, 1865, surrender at Appomattox, Virginia, reached the Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi theater, the military simply disintegrated. Most Texas soldiers simply went home.

In addition to the threat posed by Union forces along the Texas coast of the Gulf of Mexico, the most pressing military problem facing Confederate authorities in Texas was the security of the Indian frontier in western Texas. Comanche and Kiowa war parties intensified their raids against isolated homesteads and ranches as the war progressed and more Texas units charged with protecting the frontier were called away. Compounding the problem was the presence of large numbers of deserters, draft dodgers, and outlaw bands.

Another concern for Confederate authorities in Texas was the possibility of a slave insurrection. Slavery in Texas remained undisturbed during the war years, however. Even with thousands of white males in the Confederate Army and state militia units, slaves continued to produce food and cotton without major incident. Most blacks realized that a Union victory would mean freedom, but they did not rebel or flee, largely because of the lack of opportunities.

Another perceived threat came from thousands of dissenters and Unionists residing in Texas. Despite hardships and high casualties, most Texans supported the Confederacy and the war effort. Small groups of Unionists living in regions that had voted against secession, however, organized internal opposition to the Confederate government. State and local authorities viewed these movements as dangerously subversive and frequently took severe measures to repress them. Two notorious incidents showed how severe this reaction could be. In August 1862, Texas troops overtook a group of Unionists (mostly ethnic Germans) trying to flee the state at the Nueces River and killed 19 of them. An even more infamous incident occurred in October 1862 near Gainesville in north-central Texas when a mob, panicked by rumors that a “peace party” was trying to instigate a slave insurrection, lynched 42 suspected Unionists.

None of these perceived internal threats materialized into any movement strong enough to disrupt the wartime Texas economy or society. For Texans, the war ended officially on June 2, 1865, when Generals Magruder and Smith signed articles of surrender that paroled all Confederate soldiers in Texas and allowed them to return home. Some Texans fled to Mexico or Brazil. Most, however, remained at home and braced for the arrival of federal occupation forces, which occurred at Galveston on June 18. The next day, Major General Gordon Granger announced the emancipation of all slaves. The event is commemorated by Juneteenth celebrations in Texas and around the country.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Austin, Texas

Capital city of Texas located in the central part of the state. Austin, first settled by Americans in 1835 and incorporated in 1839, when it was selected to be the state capital, is situated along the Colorado River (not to be confused with the much larger Colorado River that flows from Colorado into the Gulf of California). The city had an 1860 population of 3,494.

After Mexico gained control of the region in 1823, central Texas was sparsely populated, and permanent settlements were scarce owing to the presence of hostile Native Americans, chiefly the Comanches. In 1839, Texas leaders selected the area along the Colorado River as the capital of the new Republic of Texas, citing its central location, abundant water supplies, and scenic hills and valleys. They named the new capital city after Stephen F. Austin, an important early settler and the father of Anglo-Texas. By the early 1840s, most of the hostile Comanches had been pushed out of central Texas, opening the Austin area to more rapid development. Between 1842 and 1845, however, the capital was moved out of Austin because of fears that it could fall to hostile Indians or the Mexicans. Austin fell on hard times until the capital was relocated there in 1845.

During the 1850s, Austin grew impressively. By 1860 nearly one-third of the city’s population consisted of slaves, and 35 percent of the city’s households owned at least one slave. Prior to the Civil War, Austin had little industry to speak of, but it had already become a regional trade center, where the staple crop cotton could be brought to market and sold or shipped. The city would not be served with a railroad, however, until 1871. Although Texas as a whole enthusiastically embraced secession, Austin residents did not, voting against the move by a margin of nearly 30 percent.

Once war came in April 1861, however, most city residents embraced the Confederate cause, and hundreds of young males volunteered for military service. As the war progressed, shortages and galloping inflation plagued the region, but Austin was never directly threatened by Union troops. At war’s end, Austin endured a military occupation but was spared the destruction of other former Confederate capitals. In the years after the war Austin’s black population boomed, as did its economy, particularly during the first half of the mid-1870s.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Galveston, Texas

Principal seaport and second-largest city in Texas in 1861. Galveston Island and the city of Galveston are virtually synonymous. Galveston is on a low-
lying sandy barrier island and is bordered by the Gulf of Mexico on the south and east, West Bay to the west, and Galveston Bay to the north. Because of its low, flat topography, Galveston Island is highly vulnerable to flooding especially during hurricanes, which have hit the area frequently. Indeed, in 1900 the island was virtually submerged by a wall of water during a severe hurricane, resulting in as many as 12,000 deaths. This remains among the worst disasters in U.S. history. In 1860, Galveston’s population was about 6,000 permanent residents.

By 1860 Galveston had established itself as a major port city, and at least two-thirds of all the cotton grown in Texas passed through the city on its way to foreign markets. Galveston was second only to New Orleans in the amount of cotton shipped through its port. Holding Galveston was thus critically important to the Confederacy during the Civil War. In July 1861, however, Union naval vessels established an effective blockade of Galveston, and on October 4, 1862, the city fell to Union forces. The Union occupation lasted less than three months. On January 1, 1863, Confederate forces under Brigadier General John B. Magruder launched an attack on the city, forcing its surrender. By the end of the Civil War in the spring of 1865, Galveston was the South’s sole major port not in Union hands. The city formally surrendered to Union forces on June 2, 1865.

After the war Galveston prospered, becoming one of the wealthiest cities in Texas. By the turn of the 20th century, Galveston boasted a population of some 38,000 people.
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Houston, Texas

City located in southeastern Texas near the Gulf of Mexico along Buffalo Bayou. There are several other bayous that bisect the city and eventually drain into the Gulf of Mexico. Galveston is approximately 50 miles to the south-southwest of Houston. In 1860, Houston’s population was 4,845.

Houston’s modern history began in the summer of 1836, when two New York land speculators intent on building a major city, which would be named after Republic of Texas president Sam Houston, purchased some 6,600 acres of land in the area. Houston was incorporated in 1837. The city got off to a rocky start chiefly because of a yellow fever epidemic in 1839 that killed more than 12 percent of its residents. Thereafter, the various bayous in the area were drained, lowered, or redirected in an effort to reduce the mosquito population and lessen the chances of a major yellow fever outbreak.

In the late 1840s, a sizable number of German immigrants, fleeing the disruptive 1848 revolutions that swept Europe, began to arrive in Houston. Many of them were well educated with some monetary means. They provided a boost to the local economy, as a number of these individuals opened businesses or purchased farms nearby.

During the 1850s, several hundred miles of rail tracks were laid in and around the city to connect the central business district and warehouses to deepwater port facilities. By 1860, the city’s port facilities were handling impressive amounts of lumber, cotton, and various manufactured goods. The area was home to several thousand African American slaves, who labored on nearby sugar and cotton plantations or as contract workers in the city itself. On the eve of the Civil War, almost 50 percent of the local population was enslaved.

The majority of Houstonians supported secession by late 1860, as their economic livelihoods were highly dependent upon slave labor. Most supported Democratic presidential nominee John C. Breckinridge in the 1860 election. After the Union Navy established an effective blockade along the Texas coast of the Gulf of Mexico, Houston’s economy went into a tailspin, as revenue and activity from shipping dropped precipitously. As with other parts of the state, Houstonians suffered from material shortages and rampant inflation. Crime rose during the war years as some sought to take advantage of the wartime conditions to engage in smuggling, black marketeering, and thievery. Houston was spared a direct assault and occupation by Union forces, as Galveston to the south provided a natural barrier from attack. In the years after the war, Houston grew at a breakneck pace. With a population of some 2.1 million, Houston is now Texas’s largest city.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Brown

U.S. redoubt constructed by Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Occupation in the early spring of 1846. The fort was located on the north bank of the Rio Grande across from the Mexican village of Matamoros, near modern-day Brownsville, Texas. Fort Brown (originally known as Fort Texas) endured a weeklong artillery siege by Mexican forces in May 1846 during the opening days of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). The original fort dominated the river in both directions, with three of its six redans (V-shaped salients oriented toward potential attackers) commanding Matamoras to its front. The fort’s 9-foot walls were at least 15 feet thick at the base, and the fort’s entire 800-yard perimeter was protected by an 8-foot-wide trench. Fort Brown was made entirely of earth. Fort Brown played a vital role in the Mexican-American War, its garrison performing crucial quartermaster chores for Taylor’s Army of Invasion, which went on to victory against the Mexican army at Monterrey.

In 1848 the U.S. Army constructed barracks and officers’ quarters about a quarter of a mile north of the original installation. During the 1850s, anywhere from one to four army companies garrisoned Fort Brown, chiefly to deter hostile Indians and potential Mexican incursions. In March 1861 in anticipation of war, the Union garrison was withdrawn from the facility and was replaced by Texas state troops. By late 1861, Fort Brown was described as a fieldwork of six bastions with a defense line of 950 yards garrisoned by 2,000 men armed with guns of varying calibers. In November 1863 as Union forces under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks threatened Fort Brown, the Confederates withdrew, burning many of the redoubt’s buildings and destroying stores of cotton that had been warehoused there. Union troops occupied the post until July 1864, at which time the Confederates retook the fort.

Fort Brown remained an active military facility well into the 20th century. The U.S. Army finally abandoned the post in 1944. Fort Brown is today a National Historic Landmark. Several buildings at the site remain, but none of these are from the Civil War period.
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Fort Davis

Frontier post located in western Texas about 175 miles southeast of El Paso along the San Antonio–El Paso Road, one of the few thoroughfares linking western and central Texas. First constructed in 1854, Fort Davis was a typical stockade-style fort built of wood. Because it was unlikely to come under attack by artillery, Fort Davis, named after Secretary of War Jefferson Davis, did not have earthen or masonry walls or parapets. It was surrounded by a simple log stockade fence that enclosed a number of simple buildings, including barracks, officers’ quarters, stables, a kitchen, workshops, storage facilities, and the like. Fort Davis was situated in a box canyon not far from Limpia Creek on the east side of the Davis Mountains, which afforded ample supplies of water and wood.

Between 1854 and 1861, Fort Davis was garrisoned by men of the 8th U.S. Infantry Regiment. During this time, the post served to protect local residents and safeguard travelers and cargo traversing the San Antonio–El Paso Road. The U.S. garrison spent much of its time fending off the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches. After Texas seceded from the Union on February 1, 1861, Union forces vacated Fort Davis, which was then garrisoned by Texas state troops. U.S. troops retook the fort briefly during the summer of 1862, but after they abandoned it a second time the site remained unmanned until 1867, when U.S. Army troops began building an entirely new post just to the east of the original fort, which by then had badly deteriorated.

Fort Davis remained an important western outpost, growing to more than 100 buildings by 1880. The U.S. Army abandoned the post for good in 1891 after the last of the American Indian Wars. The site became a National Historic Landmark in 1961 and is now part of the National Park Service. The area features numerous restored and rebuilt structures, but no original pre-1867 buildings remain.
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San Antonio Arsenal

Arsenal facility in San Antonio, Texas, situated with the San Antonio River to the east, South Flores Street to the west, and East Arsenal Street to the south. Established in 1859 by the U.S. government, the San Antonio Arsenal was designed to store and distribute arms and ordnance to various west Texas frontier forts. Initially encompassing 21 acres of land, the post included a large office building made of locally quarried limestone, commanding officer’s quarters, servants’ quarters (also of limestone), stables, and a masonry powder magazine. When the large office building was completed in 1860, it was one of the first permanent structures in Texas built by the federal government.

After Texas left the Union on February 1, 1861, Texas state troops seized the San Antonio Arsenal and occupied it until the end of the Civil War in 1865. The arsenal was employed as a storage facility and a staging area for Confederate troops. After the war the U.S. Army resumed possession of the arsenal, which was gradually enlarged over the years and through a succession of wars. It was used as a major supply depot during both World War I and World War II and at its largest contained more than 38 buildings. The San Antonio Arsenal stored and shipped some 337 million pounds of ammunition between 1941 and 1945. The U.S. government closed the facility in 1949. The site continued on as a federal office complex for a number of years, but most of the site has now been transformed into parkland and commercial use.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Fehrenbach, T. R. The San Antonio Story. Tulsa, OK: Continental Heritage, 1978.

NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Clark, Edward (1815–1880)

Governor of Texas and Confederate officer. Edward Clark was born on April 1, 1815, in Wilkes County, Georgia, and moved to Montgomery, Alabama, in 1832 upon the death of his father. Clark eventually worked as a clerk there and studied law. In December 1841 he moved to Marshall, Texas, and established a legal practice. He was a delegate to the 1845 Texas Annexation Convention and served as a staff officer during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He then served in the Texas House of Representatives and in the Texas Senate. During 1853–1857 he was secretary of state; in 1858 he became commissioner of state claims. In 1859, he was elected lieutenant governor as a Democrat under Governor Sam Houston.

In 1861 during the secession crisis, Houston refused to take a pledge of loyalty to the Confederacy. The Texas Secession Convention then declared Houston’s gubernatorial term invalid and named Clark to replace him on March 18, 1861. Clark soon set about recruiting troops for the war effort and established 11 new military districts, which would be charged chiefly with home security. Fearing Indian unrest and attacks on Texas’s western frontier, he dispatched several emissaries to negotiate peace agreements with the various tribes. Clark was highly cooperative with the Confederate government in Richmond. In the summer of 1861, he helped organize the 14th Texas Infantry Regiment.

Clark ran for reelection in November 1861 but lost narrowly to Francis R. Lubbock. Clark left office on November 7, 1861, and was subsequently commissioned a colonel of the 14th Texas. He saw action during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), particularly the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9), where he was wounded. He was promoted to brigadier general, but the appointment was never confirmed by the Confederate Congress.

Clark left the service in the spring of 1864 and briefly fled to Mexico after the war ended. Returning to Marshall, Texas, Clark practiced law before dying there on May 4, 1880.
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Houston, Samuel (1793–1863)

Soldier, frontiersman, politician, and antisecession governor of Texas. Samuel “Sam” Houston was born on March 2, 1793, in Rockbridge County, Virginia, but moved to Tennessee as a boy. A rebellious youth, Houston left the family farm at age 16 and lived with the Cherokees, by whom he was given the Native American name “Raven.” He remained with the Cherokees for two years before he returned and established a school for frontier children. Houston served in the army during the War of 1812, during which he began an enduring association with Andrew Jackson. Houston resigned his lieutenant’s commission in 1818.

Houston then studied law, passed the bar, and established a practice in Lebanon, Tennessee. He subsequently served as a U.S. congressman (1823–1827) and governor of Tennessee (1827–1829). In 1829 he married a woman many years his junior. When the marriage mysteriously dissolved months later, Houston abruptly resigned as governor and returned to live among the Cherokees, this time in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), for a three-year period. In 1832 President Jackson dispatched Houston to Texas to negotiate with tribes in the region.
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Samuel Houston, who led the fight for Texas independence from Mexico and was then president of Texas and served in the U.S. Senate, was governor of Texas in 1860. His opposition to secession led the state legislature to remove him from office. (Library of Congress)

Houston soon became involved in regional politics in Texas and emerged as one of the foremost proponents of independence from Mexico. In 1835 he was appointed commander of the Army of Texas with the rank of major general. The following year he was a delegate when the Texas legislature declared independence. After a brief armed conflict, the Texans secured independence. Houston’s popularity led to his election as president of Texas in 1836. After his first term as president ended in 1838, he served in the Texas House of Representatives and was reelected president in 1841. After Texas joined the Union in 1845, Houston served two terms in the U.S. Senate (1847–1859).

Houston ran for governor in 1859 and won. Following Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, Houston called a special session of the Texas legislature to debate secession. He strongly opposed secession, but the convention voted overwhelmingly to leave the Union. Houston oversaw the initial steps to sever ties with the Union, but he refused to take the oath of allegiance to the Confederacy. On March 16, 1861, the legislature removed him from office. Houston and his family then moved to Huntsville, Texas, where he died on July 26, 1863.
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Lubbock, Francis Richard (1815–1905)

Governor of Texas (1861–1863) and Confederate officer. Born in Beaufort, South Carolina, on October 16, 1815, Francis Richard Lubbock moved to New Orleans in 1834 before going to the Republic of Texas in 1836. Settling in Velasco, near Houston, he prospered in business and ranching and became involved in the new republic’s politics.

In 1837 President Sam Houston appointed Lubbock comptroller of the treasury. In 1857 Lubbock was elected lieutenant governor of Texas but lost his reelection in 1859. In 1860 he was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention and, as a strong secessionist, supported the Southern rights faction that walked out of the convention.

In 1861, Lubbock was elected governor and took office that November. He immediately began organizing the state’s military defenses, raising support for a frontier cavalry regiment and promoting industry to support the war effort. In 1862 Lubbock called a conference of the Trans-Mississippi region’s Confederate governors and successfully petitioned the Richmond government to send more supplies and troops to the region.

Lubbock declined to run for reelection in 1863, instead accepting a commission as a colonel and joining the staff of Major General John B. Magruder, who commanded Confederate forces in Texas. Lubbock subsequently served on the staff of Major General John Austin Wharton and participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), first organizing troop transport and supply trains and later taking part in cavalry actions against the Union rear guard as Union forces withdrew.

In the summer of 1864, Lubbock went to Richmond and served as an adviser to President Jefferson Davis on Trans-Mississippi affairs. At the end of the war, Lubbock fled Richmond with Davis and was captured with him in Georgia. Lubbock was imprisoned for eight months before being paroled.

Returning to Texas, Lubbock went into business in Houston and Galveston. During 1878–1891 he served as treasurer of the State of Texas. Lubbock lived in Austin, Texas, from 1891 until his death there on June 22, 1905.
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Murrah, Pendleton (ca. 1826–1865)

Attorney and governor of Texas (1863–1865). Pendleton Murrah was born probably sometime in 1826 and probably in Alabama, although some sources claim that he was born in 1827 or 1828 and list his birthplace as South Carolina. Reared in a Baptist orphanage, he graduated from Brown University in 1848 and studied law.

Admitted to the Alabama bar in 1849, Murrah contracted tuberculosis and moved to Marshall, Texas, where he established a legal practice. In 1857 he was elected as a Democrat to the state legislature, and the following year he was appointed to the Democratic State Executive Committee. A strong supporter of secession, he sought a seat in the Confederate Congress in 1861 but withdrew his candidacy because of ill health.

Murrah ran for governor in 1863 as the candidate of simplicity and patriotism who would safeguard Texans and fight for a Confederate victory. He won the election and took office in November 1863. Despite his campaign pledges to work closely with Confederate authorities, Murrah’s tenure in office was one of repeated resistance to Confederate control. He refused to transfer Texan troops to Confederate service and would not yield until Confederate authorities threatened to pull all Confederate forces from the state. He also tried to retain control of the lucrative cotton trade in Texas by keeping it out of the hands of Confederate-appointed purchasing agents. Again, he did not relent until Confederate leaders threatened to militarize all of the cotton trade in Texas. By the end of 1863, Confederate authorities were frustrated and annoyed with Murrah’s lack of cooperation.

Murrah’s actions, however, were not all designed to advance the states’ rights agenda and hamper the Confederate war effort. He faced serious problems in his state, which included a dramatic increase in Indian raids along the western and northern frontiers and virtual lawlessness in many other areas, brought on by a lack of law enforcement and an adequate troop presence. Thus, it was not surprising that Murrah wanted to maintain Texan troops in the state to confront these problems. To pay for more security, he naturally turned to the cotton trade as a way to raise revenues. In the end, many of Murrah’s controversial actions were driven by his desire to safeguard his state and its citizens.

On June 11, 1865, Murrah and other Confederate officials in Texas fled into Mexico as Union forces began to move into Texas en masse. Murrah’s tuberculosis worsened, and he died on August 4, 1865, in Monterrey, Mexico.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Granbury, Hiram Bronson (1831–1864)

Confederate officer. Hiram Bronson Granbury (Granberry) was born on March 1, 1831, in Copiah County, Mississippi, and was educated at Oakland College (Rodney, Mississippi). Around 1858 he relocated to Waco, Texas, where he became an attorney and held local offices in McLennan County. When Texas seceded from the Union in early 1861, Granbury recruited an infantry unit known as the Waco Guards and was dispatched to Kentucky. In October 1861 he became major of the 7th Texas Infantry Regiment.

Captured during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), Granbury was soon exchanged and was promoted to colonel of the 7th Texas on August 29, 1862. He then saw action during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–
December 29, 1862) and at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Granbury was advanced to brigadier general on February 29, 1864, leading a brigade of eight regiments of Texas infantry in Major General Patrick Cleburne’s division, Army of Tennessee, during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864).

Granbury was killed during the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864) as he led an infantry charge against the well-fortified Union position. He was one of six Confederate generals to die during the engagement. The city of Granbury in Hood County, Texas, is named for him.
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Gregg, John (1828–1864)

Confederate officer. John Gregg was born on September 28, 1828, in Lawrence County, Alabama. He graduated from LaGrange College in 1847. After studying law in Tuscumbia, Gregg moved to Fairfield, Texas, in 1852. During 1855–1860 he was a district judge. Gregg was a delegate to the state secession convention and then held a seat in the Provisional Confederate Congress until August 1861, at which time he returned to Texas and raised the 7th Texas Infantry Regiment. He was promptly elected its colonel.

Gregg first saw combat in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), where he and his regiment were taken prisoner. After his exchange, he was advanced to brigadier general on August 29, 1862. He next saw action in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 27–29) and during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). At Raymond, Mississippi, on May 12, his brigade fought a Union corps for hours before giving way and joining the Confederate forces gathering at Jackson for the relief of Vicksburg. Gregg was then transferred to the Reserve Corps, Army of Tennessee, and fought at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was badly wounded.

After a lengthy convalescence, Gregg was placed in charge of Hood’s Texas Brigade, I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, and led it during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12). The brigade saw extensive service during the early part of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), but Gregg was shot and killed on October 7, 1864, during the Battle of Darbytown and New Market Roads.
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Hood, John Bell (1831–1879)

Confederate officer. Born at Owingsville, Kentucky, on June 1, 1831, John Bell Hood graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in the class of 1853 that also included Philip Sheridan, James B. McPherson, and John M. Schofield. Commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned to the 4th U.S. Infantry in California, Hood transferred to the new 2nd U.S. Cavalry, an elite unit that included Albert Sidney Johnston, Robert E. Lee, William J. Hardee, and George Thomas among more than a dozen future Civil War generals. Hood was wounded while commanding a detachment during an engagement with Comanches on the Devil’s River in Texas in 1857 and was promoted to first lieutenant the following year.

During the secession crisis, Hood resigned his commission and entered Confederate service as a lieutenant, identifying with Texas because Kentucky remained in the Union. After a brief stint commanding cavalry at Yorktown, Virginia, Hood became colonel of the 4th Texas Infantry in October 1861, and in March 1862 he was commissioned a brigadier general, commanding what came to be known throughout the war as Hood’s Texas Brigade. The brigade fought with conspicuous ferocity during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), delivering a crushing attack at Gaines’ Mill (June 27). Hood commanded a division during the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–20, 1862), during which his men again provided a major blow, and again at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where much of his command was sacrificed to buy valuable time for Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Promoted to major general in October 1862, Hood commanded his division at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1963), where on July 2 during the momentous second day of that battle he received a severe wound that left his left arm permanently disabled.

After an amazingly brief period of recovery, Hood rejoined his division and most of Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s Corps when it moved to Georgia in an effort to bolster General Braxton Bragg’s forces there. On the final day of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) with Hood in temporary command, Longstreet’s Corps pierced the Union line, precipitating the near collapse of the Army of the Cumberland. But in that attack Hood sustained a life-threatening wound in his upper right thigh that necessitated the amputation of that limb at the hip, a dangerous operation from which he recovered in time to take the field the following spring.
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Confederate General John Bell Hood saw extensive battlefield service in the Civil War and was wounded several times. Given command of the Army of Tennessee, on November 29, 1864, Hood hurled his men against Union defenses at Franklin, only to suffer defeat in one of the most desperate battles of the entire war. (Library of Congress)

Promoted to lieutenant general in February 1864 and assigned to command a corps in General Joseph Johnston’s Army of Tennessee, Hood grew increasingly discouraged with Johnston’s unwillingness to confront Major General William T. Sherman’s armies as they pushed the Confederates to the outskirts of Atlanta. In July, Confederate president Jefferson Davis removed Johnston and named Hood commander, with the rank of full general. Hood fought a series of fierce battles in late July in an effort to hold Atlanta. By the end of August, his situation hopeless, Hood abandoned the vital railroad hub and marched his army northward in a forlorn attempt to draw Sherman’s massive force out of Georgia. Undeterred, Sherman soon launched his March to the Sea (November–December 1864). That autumn Hood’s army foundered in northern Alabama before marching into Tennessee in hopes of securing a tide-turning victory. After a lost opportunity to destroy Major General John Schofield’s force at Spring Hill on November 29, Hood flung his exhausted army against Schofield’s lines at Franklin in one of the most desperate battles of the war. Hood then pushed on to Nashville, where on the frozen hills south of the city Major General George Thomas attacked on December 15 and 16. Hood’s force disintegrated, with the remnant retreating back into Mississippi, where Hood was relieved at his own request. Without another field command for the rest of the conflict, Hood surrendered to federal authorities at Natchez, Mississippi, in May 1865.

After the war Hood engaged in a variety of business ventures in New Orleans, where he married and fathered 11 children. He died there on August 30, 1879, in a yellow fever epidemic that also claimed his wife and eldest daughter.

DAVID COFFEY

Further Reading

Coffey, David. John Bell Hood and the Struggle for Atlanta. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 1998.

McMurry, Richard M. John Bell Hood and the War for Southern Independence. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1982.

Woodworth, Steven E. Jefferson Davis and His Generals: The Failure of Confederate Command in the West. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1991.

McCulloch, Ben (1811–1862)

Confederate officer. Ben McCulloch was born on November 11, 1811, in Rutherford County, Tennessee, to a prominent family. He received little formal education and spent his early years farming and serving in the local militia. Thanks to his neighbor and mentor the legendary Davy Crockett, McCulloch became an avid outdoorsman, acquiring skills that would later serve him well in his military career.

In 1835 McCulloch learned about Crockett’s planned expedition to assist Texan revolutionaries in their bid for independence against Mexico. Intent on taking part, McCulloch and his brother Henry planned to join Crockett, but Ben McCulloch contracted measles and was unable to take part in the Battle of the Alamo. Following a full recovery, in the early spring of 1836 McCulloch joined the Texas army of General Sam Houston, another former Tennessee neighbor. McCulloch’s service in the Texas Revolution earned him a battlefield commission to first lieutenant at the Battle of San Jacinto (April 21, 1836).

Following Texas’s independence, McCulloch briefly worked out of Gonzales as a surveyor. In 1839 he won a seat in the Republic of Texas legislature. During the heated political campaign, McCulloch fought a duel with his opponent, Colonel Reuben Ross, and was severely wounded, partially disabling his right arm. McCulloch then became a Texas Ranger and took part in numerous expeditions against the Comanches.

McCulloch performed conspicuously in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he commanded Company A of the 1st Regiment of Texas Mounted Volunteers. He later contributed valuable service as Major General Zachary Taylor’s chief of scouts, forming what became known as the McCulloch Spy Company and providing vital intelligence that helped bring about the U.S. victory in the Battle of Buena Vista (February 23, 1847).

After the war Major McCulloch returned to Texas to serve as a scout for Brigadier General David E. Twiggs, commander of U.S. troops in Texas. In 1849 McCulloch tried his luck as a miner in the California gold fields. Unsuccessful in that, he was the Sacramento County sheriff from 1850 to 1852. Returning to Texas in 1852, McCulloch served on the Texas frontier and was later a federal marshal until 1861.

After Texas seceded from the Union, McCulloch was commissioned a brigadier general in the Confederate Army in May 1861. In command of Indian Territory (Oklahoma), he displayed exceptional foresight when he helped secure the allegiance of Stand Watie’s Cherokees and other Indian groups. On August 10, 1861, McCulloch and his troops helped win the Battle of Wilson’s Creek against Union forces. Unaccustomed to standard military protocol and with little use for military doctrine, McCulloch clashed with his nominal superior, Major General Sterling Price.

On March 7, 1862, while commanding a division at the Battle at Pea Ridge in Arkansas, McCulloch rode forward to reconnoiter Union positions and was killed by a sniper’s bullet. Without McCulloch’s leadership his troops lost cohesion, and the Confederates ultimately lost the battle.
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Ross, Lawrence Sullivan (1838–1898)

Confederate officer. Born in Bentonsport, Iowa Territory, on September 27, 1838, Lawrence Sullivan “Sul” Ross moved with his family to Texas in 1839. He attended Baylor University before graduating from Wesleyan University (Alabama) in 1859. In 1858 while visiting home, Ross distinguished himself and was severely wounded as a civilian scout in an army operation against Comanches in Indian Territory.

Following graduation, Ross joined the Texas Rangers, rising to the rank of captain. During a skirmish on the Pease River in December 1860, he recovered the white captive Cynthia Ann Parker, mother of future Comanche leader Quanah Parker, gaining much notoriety. After the secession of Texas, Ross enlisted in a mounted company that became part of the 6th Texas Cavalry and was elected major of the regiment in September 1861.

Ross saw action at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), earning promotion to colonel on May 14. Following the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), his regiment covered the Confederate retreat. Ross spent most of 1863 contesting Union advances in Tennessee and Mississippi.

Promoted to brigadier general to rank from December 21, 1863, Ross commanded a brigade of Texas cavalry in Brigadier General William “Red” Jackson’s division, Army of Mississippi, in numerous engagements associated with the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). In almost constant action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Ross and his men rendered excellent service, helping to thwart several major Union cavalry raids. During General John Bell Hood’s invasion of Tennessee (November–December 1864), the regiment covered the army’s retreat from Tennessee after its collapse at Nashville. Ross’s brigade spent the rest of the war on duty in Mississippi and surrendered in May 1865 while Ross was on furlough in Texas.

After the war Ross farmed near Waco, Texas; served as sheriff of McLennan County; and participated in the state constitutional convention of 1875. Elected to the Texas Senate in 1880 and as governor of Texas in 1886, in 1891 he became president of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas (Texas A&M University). Ross died at his home in College Station, Texas, on January 3, 1898. Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas, is named in his honor.
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NOTABLE BATTLES

Galveston, Battle of (January 1, 1863)

Confederate recapture of the principal port city in Texas. The city of Galveston, Texas, was important to both sides in the Civil War. The largest prewar Texas seaport, it had a population of some 7,000 people and was that state’s second-largest city. Galveston shipped much of the state’s cotton (200,000 bales in 1860) and sugar and boasted some war industries. In Union hands, it would be an excellent blockading base and could serve as a staging area for an invasion into the interior to secure Texas cotton and the border with Mexico.

The U.S. Navy initiated a blockade of Galveston in July 1861, but it was not until October 4, 1862, that Union forces attempted to take the city. On that date, Commander William B. Renshaw arrived with the steamers Westfield (flagship), Harriet Lane, Owasco, and Clifton and the mortar schooner Henry James. Renshaw demanded that the Confederates surrender, and when they delayed, he ordered in all his ships. Following a brief exchange of fire, his inadequate defenses led Confederate commander Colonel Joseph J. Cook to accede to Renshaw’s demands on condition of a four-day truce. Renshaw reluctantly agreed to prevent civilian casualties, but the Confederates used the truce to remove not only military personnel but also artillery and equipment.

Renshaw’s force at Galveston was strengthened by the arrival of the gunboats Corypheus and Sachem from New Orleans, along with three companies of the 42nd Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. To ensure naval support, the Union troops took position in large warehouses at the end of Kuhn’s Wharf, which projected north into Galveston Bay from the waterfront. Strong barricades prevented access to the wharf from the waterfront. The troops also removed portions of the wharf in front of the barricades so that only a single plank connected to the waterfront.

At the end of November, Confederate Army major general John B. Magruder assumed command of forces in Texas and immediately made the recapture of Galveston a priority. He planned a joint army-navy operation, with the attack set for 1:00 a.m. on January 1, 1863.

Magruder assembled his land force at the north end of the railroad bridge to Galveston Island. He planned to send some 500 men against the wharf through the shallow water with scaling ladders. Six siege guns (including an 8-inch gun on a railroad flat-car) and 14 field pieces would provide supporting fire. The Confederates moved the artillery into position on the night of December 31.

Confederate major Leon Smith was to lead a flotilla of improvised warships against the Union gunboats. Assembled at Harrisburg on Buffalo Bayou, they would proceed to the upper part of the bay and then south to Galveston. Cotton bales on the ships gave some protection against small-arms fire. The ships included the cottonclads Bayou City and Neptune and the armed tenders John F. Carr and Lucy Gwin. They carried some 300 horse marines of the 5th and 7th Texas Cavalry. The men were armed mostly with Enfield rifles and some double-barreled shotguns.

Magruder ordered Smith to bring his ships in as close as possible without being detected, then wait for the land attack to begin at 1:00 a.m. on January 1. Magruder planned to carry out the land assault with or without the flotilla, but he did not want the ships to begin the fight. Without the distraction of the land battle, the Confederate ships would have no chance against the far more powerful Union squadron.

Renshaw had at his disposal the Westfield (flagship), Harriet Lane, Owasco, Corypheus, Sachem, and Clifton. Five supply vessels were also anchored offshore. In all the Union warships mounted 30 guns, and these were generally larger than the half dozen cannon in the Confederate warships.

The battle did not unfold as Magruder planned. At about 1:00 a.m., Union lookouts spotted the approach of the Confederate ships in the bay and sent signal rockets up in alert. Obeying Magruder’s orders, Smith then withdrew some distance.

Renshaw tried to position the Westfield to cut off the Confederate vessels, but the Union flagship grounded in shallow water near Pelican Island. This was a great aid to the Confederates, for it rendered hors de combat one of the most powerful Union warships.

Magruder brought his land troops across the railroad bridge to Galveston Island, and the fighting began about 4:00 a.m. Assisted by grapeshot from the heavy guns of the Harriet Lane under Commander Jonathan M. Wainwright, the Union troops easily turned back the Confederate attack. Later, the Corypheus and Sachem fired into the Confederate shore positions with considerable effect. By dawn, the attack appeared to be a failure.

As soon as the fighting on land began, however, the Confederate squadron made full steam down the bay toward the wharf. Soon the squadron was bearing down on the Harriet Lane, the nearest Union ship. A shell from Captain Henry Lubbock’s Bayou City tore a large hole in the Harriet Lane just aft of its port paddle wheel, but then Bayou City’s 32-pounder burst, killing several members of the crew. The Bayou City continued on, however. Lubbock hoped to ram the Harriet Lane and take it by boarding, but the Confederate vessel struck the iron-hulled Union ship only a glancing bow and lost most of its own port wheelhouse in the process.

At the same time, riflemen on the Bayou City and the Neptune poured a steady hail of fire into the Harriet Lane. A portion of the Union ship’s anchoring apparatus was sheared off, and in the frenzied maneuvering the ship ran aground at the bow. Captain William Sangster of the Neptune then maneuvered his own ship to ram the stationary Union vessel. As the Neptune smashed into the Harriet Lane aft of the starboard paddle wheel, it took a shell from that Union ship. As the men in the Neptune attempted to board the Harriet Lane, other Union ships took the Neptune under fire, forcing it to back off in sinking condition. The explosion of an IX-inch shell from the Harriet Lane hastened the Neptune’s demise.

Thinking that the battle was won, the crew of the Harriet Lane let out a cheer, but the Bayou City then crashed into the Union ship’s port paddle wheel, and the two vessels locked together. The far more numerous Confederates then stormed the Union ship and quickly captured it. Wainwright and his executive officer were among the Union dead.

Realizing what had happened, the remaining Union ships attempted to recapture the Harriet Lane, but Confederate riflemen forced an end to the effort. Both sides then regrouped, and a temporary calm descended over the bay.

Lubbock then boldly set out in a boat under a flag of truce for the Owasco and brazenly demanded that the Union ships surrender, allowing three hours for the decision. If Renshaw agreed, he would be allowed to depart with his men in one of his ships. Convinced that the battle was now lost, the men of the 42nd Massachusetts now surrendered.

Renshaw ordered Lieutenant Commander Richard L. Law, captain of the Clifton, to withdraw the remaining Union ships from the harbor and escape while he scuttled the Westfield. But as Renshaw stepped into the ship’s cutter, the magazine exploded prematurely, killing him and the boat crew. Law meanwhile escaped to sea with the remaining four Union ships, all still flying white flags. Law later faced a court-martial and was suspended from duty.

The Battle of Galveston was over. At a cost of one ship lost and 26 men dead and another 117 wounded, Magruder had retaken Galveston and reopened it to blockade-runners. The Confederates had destroyed two Union warships, captured two barks loaded with coal and a small schooner, and taken substantial stores, including at least 25,000 rounds of small-arms ammunition. They had also killed several dozen Union sailors and soldiers and taken prisoner more than 350 others.

Although the Union quickly reestablished the blockade off Galveston, the Confederates retained control of that port for the remainder of the war.
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Sabine Pass, Second Battle of (September 8, 1863)

Engagement on the Texas coast. The Sabine River’s mouth, known as Sabine Pass, is located some 15 miles south of Port Arthur, Texas, near the Louisiana border in eastern Texas. Sabine Pass is the access point for the port of Beaumont, which during the Civil War gave it significant strategic importance.

This second Union attempt to force open Sabine Pass grew out of the same considerations that had triggered the First Battle of Sabine Pass (September 25, 1862). Having seen his forces ejected from Galveston on January 1, 1863, Major General Nathaniel Banks sought ways to break into the Texas interior through an operation on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, and he also sought to avenge the Galveston defeat. By the autumn of 1863, Texas appeared open to invasion from several different points, and Banks believed that he saw an opportunity at Sabine Pass. He knew that a Union force had landed there successfully in September 1862 and believed that the pass would still be lightly defended.

Banks thus ordered Major General William B. Franklin to take 5,000 troops from New Orleans, seize Sabine Pass and Beaumont, and attack into the Texas interior. Franklin’s force consisted of 3 infantry brigades, 10 artillery batteries, and 4 companies of the 1st Texas (Union) Cavalry. The men would be moved to Sabine Pass in seven transports, escorted by four gunboats—the Clifton, Sachem, Granite City and Arizona—under the overall command of Lieutenant Frederick Crocker.

The Union leaders were unaware that Confederate commander in Texas Major General John B. Magruder had ordered Sabine Pass’s defenses to be strengthened. Confederate engineers had constructed a new fortification, Fort Griffin, just north of the one destroyed a year earlier, at the narrowest point of the pass, where attacking ships would have the greatest difficulty maneuvering. An earthwork fort with thick walls, Fort Griffin could withstand shelling from most Union guns. The fort mounted six cannon: two 24-pounders and four 32-pounders. At the time of the attack, Fort Griffin was garrisoned by 44 men of Company F of the 1st Texas Heavy Artillery Regiment commanded by Lieutenant Richard W. Dowling. The garrison had diligently practiced its gunnery, and the gunners had carefully determined ranges and marked the aiming points with stakes to enhance accuracy. The Union force that approached Sabine Pass on September 8, 1863, thus faced much stronger defenses than had been the case a year earlier.

Poor coordination and communication further hindered the Union operation. The Granite City had been sent ahead to mark the channel. Its crewmen thought that they sighted the Confederate raider Alabama, and the Granite City promptly fled. It took time for the Granite City’s consorts to locate that ship again, delaying the start of the attack and alerting the defenders. The Union plan called for the gunboats to enter the channel and provide covering fire for the Union troops as they went ashore.

On the morning of September 8 Crocker began the attack with his flagship, the Clifton. It crossed the bar and attempted to draw fire from the fort in order to determine the strength of the Confederate defenses. The Clifton lobbed 26 shells at the Confederates but received no return fire. Crocker then ordered the other gunboats—the Sachem, Arizona, and Granite City—and the transports over the bar.

At about 3:30 p.m. the gunboats and transports started up the pass. The Confederates withheld fire until the Union gunboats were among the aiming stakes and the gunners had the precise range. The Confederates then let loose a devastating fire. The Sachem was holed several times and was disabled when a 24-pounder shot went through its boiler. Another shot carried away the wheel rope of the Clifton, causing it to ground under the Confederate guns. Crocker fought the Clifton until, with 10 men killed and 9 others wounded, he believed that he had no other choice but to surrender. The Sachem also surrendered and was promptly taken under tow by the Confederate cottonclad Uncle Ben. In these circumstances, General Franklin called off the landing and ordered his transports to withdraw. Two of the transports grounded, leading Franklin to order scores of hobbled horses and mules as well as some 20,000 rations thrown overboard to lighten the load. The transports and two remaining gunboats then returned to New Orleans.

In the abortive attack, the Union lost nearly 70 men, killed, wounded, or missing and another 315 captured. Confederate casualties are unknown. In this lopsided Confederate victory, considerable credit belongs to the engineers who positioned and constructed Fort Griffin, the careful preparations by its garrison, and poor planning and coordination involving Union forces, particularly Franklin’s failure to land his troops and support the gunboats with an overland attack. Had the attack succeeded, the Federals would have easily taken Beaumont.
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Palmito Ranch, Battle of (May 12–13, 1865)

Last recorded battle of the Civil War. Texans were aware of General Robert E. Lee’s April 9, 1865, surrender and President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination on April 15, and there was a general understanding on both sides that nothing was to be gained from further fighting.

In early May 1865, Colonel Theodore H. Barrett, who was without combat experience and was the new commander of Union forces at Brazos Santiago on Brazos Island in the Gulf of Mexico, ordered his forces to attack Confederate forces at Palmito Ranch, near Fort Brown outside of Brownsville. Although the reasons for the attack remain obscure, speculation has it that Barrett sought a measure of military glory.

Pursuant to Barrett’s orders, during a storm on the night of May 11, 1863, Lieutenant Colonel David Branson led 250 men of the 62nd U.S. Colored Infantry and 50 men of the 2nd Texas (U.S.) Cavalry (dismounted) from the island to the mainland toward Palmito Ranch. Although the Union troops crossed successfully, they failed to achieve surprise.

In the late afternoon of May 12, Captain William N. Robinson arrived and, with fewer than 100 Confederates, forced the Union troops back to White’s Ranch. Here the fighting ended for the night as both sides called for reinforcements. Barrett sent 200 men of the 34th Indiana Infantry to strengthen the Union side, which on the morning of May 13 began advancing toward Palmito Ranch. Confederate colonel John S. “Rip” Ford arrived with additional cavalry and artillery, bringing Confederate strength up to some 300 men and six guns.

Ford attacked Barrett’s force at about 4:00 p.m. and, using his artillery to good effect, drove them back in some disorder toward the coast. Union forces reached Brazos Island at dusk covered by fire from a Union warship. Union losses in the battle were 4 killed, 12 wounded, and 101 captured; Confederate losses were fewer than 10 wounded. A few days later Union officers met with Confederates in Brownsville, who agreed to a truce. On May 26 at New Orleans, Lieutenant General Simon B. Buckner, acting on the orders of General E. Kirby Smith, officially surrendered all Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi theater.
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Utah Territory

INTRODUCTION

The Utah Territory, created on September 9, 1850, included all or parts of the present-day states of Utah, Nevada, Colorado, and Wyoming. During the 1850s, U.S. officials including Governor Alfred Cumming, Chief Justice John L. Kinney, and Brevet Brigadier General Albert Sidney Johnston employed civil and military power to reduce the authority in Utah of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons), led by Brigham Young. In early 1861 the territory was reorganized to encompass present-day Utah, part of eastern Nevada, and a small bit of Wyoming. When Abraham Lincoln became president in March 1861, he wanted to continue the suppression of Mormonism in Utah but was confronted by the far greater problem of Southern secession. Governor Cumming and General Johnston, both Southerners, departed Utah in May 1861.

Compelled in July to remove Union troops from the territory for military duty in the East, Lincoln told Young that if the Mormons caused no trouble during this crisis, he would let them alone. Yet when the president sent Stephen S. Harding to replace Cumming as governor, he encouraged Harding to meddle in Mormon affairs.

Many Mormons believed that the United States deserved its travails as punishment for the way Mormons had been treated. Nevertheless, and despite Harding’s policies, they never seriously contemplated disloyalty to the Union. Although Utah did not send soldiers eastward to fight, it was never asked or expected to do so. At Lincoln’s request, the Mormons organized a home militia unit, the Nauvoo Legion, to guard the mail route to California. When the newly completed transcontinental telegraph began service in October 1861, Harding wired Lincoln to assure him of Utah’s entire loyalty. Also, the people of Utah continued to urge that their territory be admitted to the Union as a state.

Young and the Mormons were unpleasantly surprised in October 1862 when Colonel Patrick Edward Connor, commanding the 750 soldiers of the 3rd California Infantry, arrived under orders from Lincoln to assume the Nauvoo Legion’s guard duties. During the next few years Connor suppressed local Indian tribes, and on March 29, 1863, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He also joined Harding in quarreling with Young and attempting to suppress Mormon influence in Utah.

Lincoln placated the Mormons on June 17, 1863, however, by recalling Harding and appointing James Duane Doty as governor. Connor, however, remained and was brevetted major general of volunteers before leaving the army on April 30, 1865. The Mormons joined other Utahans on March 4, 1865, in a patriotic Union celebration and a month later mourned the assassination of Lincoln. Despite these manifestations of loyalty, Utah was not to attain statehood until 1896, after it had publicly repudiated polygamy.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Salt Lake City, Utah

Capital city of the Utah Territory and, since Utah statehood in 1896, capital of the state of Utah. Salt Lake City is located along the front range of the Wasatch Mountains along the Jordan River and the Great Salt Lake, which lies immediately to the northwest. The city had an 1860 population of 8,236.

Before white Mormon settlers arrived in the region in 1847, the area that would become Salt Lake City was home to the Paiute, Shoshone, and Ute tribes. The region was first explored seriously in 1825 by James Bridger, an explorer, frontiersman, and trapper. In the mid-1840s, U.S. Army personnel surveyed the Great Salt Lake. In 1847, Mormon leader Brigham Young led a small group of followers to the shore of the Great Salt Lake in July; they were followed by year’s end by another 1,500 or so Mormon settlers. All hoped to establish a Mormon community in which they would be free from the religious persecution and sporadic violence to which they had been subjected in the East.

[image: image]

Salt Lake City, Utah, with Camp Douglas and the Wasatch Mountains in the background. The image was published in 1868. (Library of Congress)

By the late 1850s, at which time Salt Lake City had been officially designated as the capital of the vast Utah Territory, the city had undergone significant growth, with several thousand new Mormon settlers who saw in the city a new Promised Land, or a New Zion for themselves and their religion. At the same time, Salt Lake City had attracted a sizable number of miners traveling west during the gold rush as well as merchants, traders, and speculators. The city also served as a major market for farmers bringing their goods to market.

To secure the east-west route through Salt Lake City during the Civil War, in 1862 troops under Colonel Patrick Edward Connor established Fort Douglas. It lay to the immediate east of the city. Salt Lake City continued to prosper during the conflict, although Connor had only disdain for Mormons and thus attempted to do business only with non-Mormons. In 1869 the transcontinental railroad was completed, and the following year a spur connecting Salt Lake City with the line was completed. The resulting Utah Central Railroad ensured Salt Lake City’s continued growth.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Camp (Fort) Douglas

U.S. army post established on October 26, 1862, about three miles east of Salt Lake City (Utah Territory). Camp Douglas (named after Illinois senator Stephen Douglas) was intended to guard the overland mail route that ran through Salt Lake City and the telegraph lines that ran adjacent to it. After the removal of Union troops for service in the East in the spring of 1861, U.S. and Utah officials feared Indian attacks along the Central Overland Route. That autumn Colonel Patrick Connor, then in California, received permission to raise a detachment of California and Nevada volunteers with the intent of establishing a garrison at Salt Lake City. Construction began in late October.

Once the modest log and adobe post was constructed, it served as headquarters for the District of Utah (Department of the Pacific) during the duration of the Civil War. From 1867 until 1898, Camp Douglas (renamed Fort Douglas in 1878) was in the Department of the Platte. Camp Douglas was a fairly typical Western-style fort that was designed not to withstand a heavy infantry or artillery attack but instead to ward off Indian raids. The camp consisted of barracks, officers’ quarters, storage facilities, a commissary, and stables.

Following completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, Camp Douglas grew in importance, undergoing several subsequent expansions and modernization. During American involvement in World War I (1917–1918), Fort Douglas was used as an internment camp for German resident aliens in the United States and as a prison for captured German naval personnel. The post became home to the 38th U.S. Infantry in 1922, which remained there until 1940, at which time the facility became an army air field. After the December 7, 1941, Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the army again used the facility as a regular base. After the war the army gradually turned over base lands to the University of Utah, but the main facility continued to be used for army reserve functions. The fort was permanently closed in October 1991.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Dawson, John W. (1820–1877)

Lawyer, politician, and briefly governor of the Utah Territory in 1861. John W. Dawson was born on October 21, 1820, in Cambridge, Indiana. He eventually became an attorney and a newspaper editor and waged three unsuccessful bids for elective office in 1854, 1856, and 1858, the last two as a Republican.

In the spring of 1861, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Dawson governor of the Utah Territory. Dawson arrived in Salt Lake City in early December and took office on December 7. Reportedly highly antagonistic toward Mormons residing in the area, he immediately became embroiled in controversy. Dawson also allegedly insulted a Mormon widow by propositioning her and then tried to cover up the incident with hush money. He vacated his position on December 31, 1861, and began his trek back to the East. While still in Utah, however, Dawson was hunted down by several Mormon vigilantes and beaten nearly to death. His assailants were later apprehended and killed by local law enforcement personnel.

Upon his return to Indiana, Dawson practiced law and wrote, but the injuries he had suffered left him in continuing pain and fragile health. He became especially interested in the history of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and wrote a biography of a friend, John Chapman, aka Johnny Appleseed. Indeed, Dawson was principally responsible for creating the myth surrounding Chapman. Dawson died on September 10, 1877, in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
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Doty, James Duane (1799–1865)

Lawyer, jurist, politician, and governor of the Utah Territory (1863–1865). James Duane Doty was born on November 5, 1799, in Salem, New York. After studying law, he moved to Detroit, Michigan, in 1818 and was admitted to the bar the following year. Doty established a legal practice in Detroit and later became secretary of the legislative council and clerk of court for the Michigan Territory. During 1823–1832 he served as U.S. judge for northern Michigan. Doty also helped orchestrate the division of the Michigan Territory into three separate entities: the Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa Territories.

During the early 1830s, Doty engaged in lucrative land speculation in south-central Wisconsin. He was largely responsible for locating the capital there, which he helped design. Doty named the new capital city Madison, after President James Madison.

As a Democrat, Doty served in the U.S. Congress as a Wisconsin territorial representative from 1839 until 1841. From 1841 to 1844 he served as governor of the Wisconsin Territory. Doty served in the U.S. Congress during 1849–1853, again as a Democrat. He then retired from public service until 1861, when President Abraham Lincoln appointed him superintendent of Indian affairs for the Utah Territory. Doty then served as territorial treasurer until being appointed governor of the territory by Lincoln in June 1863. Doty took office on June 22.

Doty’s main goal as governor was to restore amicable relations with the Mormons, which he largely accomplished by the time of his death. These relations had been abysmal for a number of years. He also pushed for school construction and sought to negotiate peace with the Native Americans. Doty served as governor until his death in Salt Lake City, Utah, on June 13, 1865.
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Harding, Stephen Selwyn (1808–1891)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of the Utah Territory (1862–1863). Stephen Selwyn Harding was born on February 28, 1808, in Palmyra, New York, but moved to Ripley County, Indiana, in 1820. There he read for the law in Brookville and was admitted to the bar in 1828. Harding practiced for a short time in Richmond, Indiana, before opening a practice in Versailles, Indiana. He then waged unsuccessful electoral bids for lieutenant governor in 1842 and governor in 1844. After Utah territorial governor John W. Dawson was chased out of the territory in December 1861 because of his antagonism toward the Mormons, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Harding, an ardent abolitionist, to replace him the following year.

Harding arrived in Salt Lake City in the early summer of 1862 and assumed office on July 7. When he began his tenure, he tried to improve relations with Mormon leaders, which had deteriorated during Dawson’s brief and storied governorship. However, Harding soon became a vocal critic of the Mormon Church and especially the practice of polygamy. On June 11, 1863, after less than a year in office, Utah residents voted to remove him from office. The Lincoln administration offered Harding an appointment as U.S. consul in Valparaiso, Chile, but he demurred. Instead, Harding became chief justice for the Colorado Territory. In 1865 he was removed from office, however, amid charges of moral turpitude and incompetence.

Harding then returned to Indiana and practiced law before his death on February 12, 1891, in Ripley County, Indiana.
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Vermont

INTRODUCTION

Vermont, located in New England, encompasses 9,614 square miles and was an overwhelmingly rural state at the time of the Civil War. Vermont is bordered by Canada to the north, New Hampshire to the east, Massachusetts to the south, and New York to the west. Many parts of Vermont are rugged and mountainous; the Green Mountains that run the length of the western part of the state are the most prominent. Vermont, with an 1860 population of about 315,000 people, was one of the nation’s most sparsely populated states. As such, it had little in the way of an industrial base. Its residents were largely small, independent farmers; shopkeepers; and tradesmen of various types. Vermont was—and remains—a major exporter of marble and granite.

Residents of Vermont are known to be doggedly independent, and in the years prior to the Civil War, a substantial abolitionist base existed in the state. Vermont overwhelmingly supported Republican Party candidates, and in the 1860 election Vermont gave Abraham Lincoln his largest majority of any state in the Union.

Because of Vermont’s relative isolation and northern locale, it escaped any action during the Civil War except for the one notable exception of the Raid on St. Albans. On October 19, 1864, a group of Confederate raiders, led by Lieutenant Bennett H. Young, launched a daring raid from Canada into Vermont, raiding and robbing three banks in St. Albans. The men escaped with some $200,000 and dashed back across the border into Canada. The raiders were subsequently apprehended by Canadian authorities and tried for armed robbery but were released when the war was over.

Because of their Republican Party loyalty and aversion to slavery, the people of Vermont responded enthusiastically to the federal government’s plea for volunteers. All told, Vermont supplied 35,262 troops to the war effort, or more than 10 percent of the state’s entire population. Vermont troops served in 19 regiments, 3 artillery batteries, and 1 independent company during the Civil War. VI Corp’s Vermont Brigade was manned exclusively by Vermont units for the duration of the conflict, which was a relative rarity. Approximately 5,200 Vermonters died in the war of all causes, while another 2,300 were taken prisoner.

Vermont troops distinguished themselves in numerous battles and campaigns, including the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861). During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the 5th Vermont Regiment helped save the day at the Battle of Savage Station (June 29) and enabled Union forces to make a credible stand at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1).

In the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Brigadier General George J. Stannard’s 2nd Vermont Brigade helped stymie Confederate major general George Pickett’s charge. At the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), however, the 8th Vermont Regiment was decimated, losing 68 percent of its men. Vermont supplied several general officers to the war effort, including Stannard, Lewis A. Grant, William B. Hazen, Joseph Mower, and William Farrar Smith.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Burlington, Vermont

City located in northwestern Vermont along the eastern shore of Lake Champlain near the mouth of the Winooski River. Burlington had an 1860 population of 7,173. Initially part of the New Hampshire Grants, the area that became Burlington was claimed by both New York and New Hampshire. The area was not permanently settled until 1783, the same year the American Revolutionary War ended. Burlington was formally organized in 1785, during which time Vermont was an independent republic.

Vermont was admitted to the Union in 1791. During its independent phase, Vermont established a liberal constitution that banned slavery, provided for universal male suffrage, and mandated state-supported secondary education. Vermont’s liberal mind-set carried through the entire antebellum period, and Burlington was no different. The city’s residents were independently minded and generally supported moderate abolitionism.

Burlington became an important outpost during the War of 1812 owing to its location along Lake Champlain and was very briefly shelled by the British in August 1813. By the early part of the 19th century, Burlington was an important inland port during the warm months of the year, especially for goods being shipped from nearby Canada. The opening in 1823 of the Champlain Canal, which connected Lake Champlain to the Hudson River, and the completion of the Erie Canal in 1825 further enhanced Burlington’s role as a port city. Steamboat traffic on the lake also contributed to Burlington’s economy. During the early 1840s, the Rutland & Burlington Railroad provided passenger and freight service to the city, and by the end of the decade the Central Vermont Railroad directly linked the city to the rest of New England as well as New York City.

By the eve of the Civil War, Burlington had become a major lumbering center and was host to numerous manufacturing facilities, including several textile mills. Burlington remained physically untouched by the Civil War, but its citizens strongly supported the war effort and provided hundreds of men to the Union Army. The Republican Party dominated Burlington’s politics during the Civil War and for many decades thereafter.
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Montpelier, Vermont

Capital city of Vermont. Montpelier is situated in north-central Vermont on the north bank of the Winooski River among the foothills of the Green Mountains, which lie directly to the east. The city had 2,411 people in 1860. First chartered in 1781, when Vermont was an independent republic, Montpelier was not permanently settled until 1787. Named after Montpellier in France, Vermont’s Montpelier was chosen as the state capital because of its central location and its location along the Winooski River.

Montpelier grew slowly well into the 19th century, although several textile mills were located nearby, and the city had a small iron forge by the early 1850s. The city’s importance as a trade and manufacturing center increased after 1849, when the Vermont Central Railroad was completed. The rail line bisected the city. Like other parts of Vermont, Montpelier was home to strong abolitionist sentiments, and the Republican Party was particularly strong there. After the Civil War began, Montpelier residents enthusiastically embraced the Union war effort, providing more than 100 soldiers for the Union Army.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Fairbanks, Erastus (1792–1864)

Businessman, politician, and governor of Vermont. Erastus Fairbanks was born on October 28, 1792, in Brimfield, Massachusetts, but moved to St. Johnsbury, Vermont, when he was 23 years old. There he went into a partnership with his brother Thaddeus. The commercial concern grew quickly, and by the 1850s it was manufacturing plows, agricultural and commercial scales, stoves, and other implements. During 1835–1838, Fairbanks served in the state legislature as a Whig.

Elected governor in 1852, Fairbanks advocated improvements in state education and social welfare measures. He made many enemies when he supported legislation that banned the sale of liquor. Fairbanks lost his reelection bid in 1853, but in 1860 he regained the governorship, this time as a Republican.

Fairbanks, an enthusiastic supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and its war policies, worked diligently to ensure that Vermont provided as many troops as possible for Union service. Fairbanks even offered his business empire as collateral on loans that would allow him to train and equip state militia units. Late in his term, he convinced the legislature to permit the state government to create recruiting stations and, if necessary, conscript able-bodied men if Vermont fell short of its troop quotas.

Fairbanks left office in October 1861. He died on November 20, 1864, in St. Johnsbury, Vermont.
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Holbrook, Frederick (1813–1909)

Agriculturalist, politician, and governor of Vermont. Frederick Holbrook was born on February 15, 1813, in East Windsor, Connecticut. After attending the Berkshire Gymnasium in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Holbrook spent nearly two years in England studying agriculture and farming techniques. He then farmed at Brattleboro, Vermont, experimenting with and inventing several new farming implements, including an all-steel plow. He also published articles on agricultural topics.

From 1847 to 1850, Holbrook served as a county register of probate, and during 1850–1858 he was president of the Vermont Agricultural Society, which he helped found. From 1849 to 1850, he served in the Vermont Senate, where he championed various farming issues. Holbrook also sent a report to Congress suggesting that the federal government form a national agricultural bureau. This proved to be the genesis of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, established in 1862.

In 1861 Holbrook was elected governor of Vermont. He took office that October, was reelected in 1862, and served until October 1863. A Republican, Holbrook was a staunch supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and of Union war plans. Holbrook played a major role in helping to convince federal officials, including President Lincoln, that soldiers’ hospitals should be constructed far away from the war zone. By 1863, three military hospitals had been built in Vermont that were used primarily as places of recuperation and convalescence after soldiers had been treated in battlefield hospitals. The hospitals were the first such facilities opened in the North and served as models for other hospitals built far away from the battlefront. Holbrook also helped initiate legislation to repay half of the state’s Civil War expenses by direct taxation and the other half in state bonds to be redeemed in the future.

After leaving office, Holbrook returned to his farm and agricultural interests in Brattleboro. He also served for a time as president of the Vermont Savings Bank. Holbrook died on April 28, 1909, in Brattleboro, Vermont.
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Smith, John Gregory (1818–1891)

Lawyer, railroad executive, and Republican governor of Vermont. John Gregory Smith, commonly known as J. Gregory Smith, was born on July 22, 1818, in St. Albans, Vermont. A graduate of the University of Vermont and Yale Law School, he entered a law partnership with his father in St. Albans. By the 1850s Smith had become involved in railroad management, and in 1858 he became a trustee of the Vermont & Canada Railroad. He also served in the Vermont Senate and House of Representatives, serving as Speaker during 1862. His popularity as an astute businessman and his efficient service as Speaker of the House served him well in his election bid for governor, and he took office as a Republican in October 1863. Handily winning reelection in 1864, he served until October 1865.

Building on the work of Governor Frederick Holbrook, his immediate predecessor, Smith effectively lobbied the state assembly to appropriate money to care for wounded and ill Vermont soldiers and to expand the state’s newly established military hospitals. He was also instrumental in drafting legislation that helped ensure soldiers’ voting rights while they were on military duty out of state.

After leaving office, Smith continued his involvement in the railroad industry and was one of the founders of the Northern Pacific Railroad, serving as its president from 1866 until 1872. He also maintained his interest in Republican politics, chairing the Vermont delegation to the 1872, 1880, and 1884 Republican National Conventions. Smith died in St. Albans on November 6, 1891.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Caldwell, John Curtis (1833–1912)

Union officer and diplomat. John Curtis Caldwell was born on April 17, 1833, in Lowell, Vermont. After graduation from Amherst College in 1855, Caldwell became a teacher and then the principal of a private academy in East Macias, Maine. After the Civil War began, he helped recruit the 11th Maine Infantry Regiment, becoming its colonel on November 12, 1861. Caldwell saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and when Brigadier General Oliver O. Howard was wounded in action took charge of his unit—the 1st Brigade in the 1st Division, II Corps, in the Army of the Potomac. Caldwell was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers on April 28.

During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) when his division commander was killed in action, Caldwell took command of the 1st Division. In October he conducted a reconnaissance operation near Harpers Ferry, Virginia, leading his old brigade. Present for the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), he was wounded in action and had one of his regiments bolt and run during an assault on Marye’s Heights. Not returning to duty until February 1863, Caldwell led his brigade at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and on May 22 took charge of the 1st Division but without commensurate rank.

Caldwell’s command did not arrive for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) until the second day of fighting, when it took up a reserve position on Cemetery Ridge. Later that day Caldwell girded his division for battle and launched the largest Union offensive of the battle. On July 3 when his corps commander was wounded, Caldwell took temporary charge of II Corps.

Caldwell next saw action during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). He was relieved of his divisional command in March 1864 when the army was reorganized and never again held a field command. Caldwell sat on various military boards until war’s end in 1865. In April 1865 he served in the honor guard for President Abraham Lincoln’s funeral train as it returned to Illinois with the slain president’s body. Brevetted major general of volunteers, Caldwell mustered out on January 15, 1866, and returned to Maine.

Caldwell later became a lawyer, sat in the Maine legislature, and was adjutant general of the Maine Militia (1867–1869). During 1869–1874, he served as U.S. consul to Chile; he then served in the same capacity in Uruguay and Paraguay (1874–1882) and Costa Rica (1897–1909). Caldwell died on August 31, 1912, in Calais, Maine.
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Seymour, Truman (1825–1891)

Union officer. Truman Seymour was born on September 24, 1825, in Burlington, Vermont. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846. Commissioned in the 1st Artillery, Seymour saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning two brevets and promotion to first lieutenant. After the war he taught at West Point for three years before being posted to Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, and fighting in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858).

In April 1861, Seymour was a captain serving at Fort Sumter. Brevetted major for his role during the Confederate bombardment, later in 1861 he commanded a training center at Fort Curtin, Pennsylvania, before being sent to the defenses of Washington, D.C. Seymour was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on April 28, 1862, and commanded a brigade in V Corps at the Battle of Mechanicsville (June 26, 1862) and the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862). He then commanded a division in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). Returning to brigade command during the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862), Seymour again took charge of a division in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Sent to the Department of the South, he commanded a number of districts along the Atlantic coast. During the Siege of Fort Wagner (July 10–September 7, 1863), on July 18 he led a division of X Corps in a bloody and failed attempt to storm the Confederate position and was seriously wounded.

Seymour became best known for his disastrous incursion into eastern Florida in the winter of 1864. He commenced his invasion at Jacksonville, debarking his troops on February 4. After conducting several raids into the interior of Florida, which encountered minimal resistance, Seymour pushed westward, believing that he would face only ineffectual Florida militia forces. Instead, he encountered a mixed force of regulars and militia at Olustee on February 20. The largest battle in Florida during the war, it ended in a rout, and Seymour hastily withdrew to the coast. Less than three months later at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Seymour was wounded and taken prisoner.

Upon his exchange in September, Seymour led a division in VI Corps in the Shenandoah Valley, at Petersburg, and during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) and was brevetted major general of volunteers and in the regular army.

Remaining in the army after the war, Seymour, promoted to major in 1866, held a variety of postings, including command of forts in Florida, Massachusetts, and Maine, until his retirement on November 1, 1876. An accomplished painter, he spent the remainder of his life pursuing his artistic inclinations and lived chiefly in Florence, Italy, where he died on October 30, 1891.
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Smith, William Farrar (1824–1903)

Union officer. Born in St. Albans, Vermont, on February 17, 1824, William Farrar Smith, known to his friends as “Baldy,” graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in July 1845. Commissioned in the Topographical Engineers, he was promoted to first lieutenant on March 3, 1853.

Smith conducted surveys in the Great Lakes region and in Texas, Arizona, and Florida. In Florida he was stricken with malaria, which affected his health for the rest of his life. In 1856 he was assigned to the Lighthouse Service. He was also assistant professor of mathematics at West Point (1846–1848 and 1855–1856). Smith was promoted to captain on July 1, 1859.

Assigned to the staff of Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, Smith took part in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). He was appointed colonel of the 3rd Vermont Regiment on July 16, 1861, and after helping organize the 1st Vermont Brigade, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 13. Smith commanded a division in the Army of the Potomac during Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was brevetted regular army lieutenant colonel for his role in the Battle of White Oak Swamp (June 30, 1862) during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Smith was promoted to major general of volunteers on July 4, 1862.
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Major General William F. “Baldy” Smith was the commander of Butler’s XVIII Corps at Petersburg. (Library of Congress)

Smith led his division with great effectiveness in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and commanded VI Corps during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). His close friendship with the discredited McClellan and outspoken criticism of Army of the Potomac commander Major General Ambrose E. Burnside for the latter’s handling of the First Battle of Fredericksburg cost Smith both his corps command and his Senate confirmation as major general. His nomination to major general expired on March 4, 1863, and he reverted to the rank of brigadier general. Smith then commanded Pennsylvania militiamen in the Department of the Susquehanna, and during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) he retook Carlisle, Pennsylvania, which had been occupied by the Confederates.

On October 3, 1863, Smith was assigned as chief engineer of the Army of the Cumberland. In that capacity, he opened the famous Cracker Line that allowed resupply and reinforcement of Union forces at Chattanooga. This notable achievement won the thanks of Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Again nominated for major general with Grant’s enthusiastic support, this time Smith was confirmed by the Senate on March 9, 1864.

Smith commanded XVIII Corps in Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of the James during Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). He saw action in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864) and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12). Ordered by Grant to attack the city of Petersburg on June 15, Smith, undoubtedly conscious of the Cold Harbor debacle, carried out an extensive reconnaissance and moved too deliberately, no doubt costing the Union capture of that key city and prolonging the war by many months. This might have been forgiven, but Smith, who was often his own worst enemy, also quarreled with Butler. Relieved of command on July 19, Smith passed the remainder of the war on special duty. He was nonetheless brevetted through major general in the regular army.

Smith resigned his volunteer commission in November 1865 and resigned from the U.S. Army in 1867. He spent much of the rest of his life defending his Civil War record. From 1864 to 1873 he was president of the International Telegraph Company, and from 1875 to 1881 he was on the Board of Police Commissioners of New York, becoming its president in 1877. After 1881 he engaged in civil engineering work in Pennsylvania. Smith died in Philadelphia on February 28, 1903.
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NOTABLE RAID

St. Albans Raid (October 19, 1864)

Daring Confederate raid from Canada. The St. Albans Raid took place at the small town of St. Albans, Vermont, not far from the Canadian border, on October 19, 1864, and was carried out by 21 Confederate soldiers under the command of Lieutenant Bennett H. Young. The goals of the raid were to secure funds for the Confederate war effort and to draw Union troops away from the war fronts in the South. Launched from Canadian soil, the St. Albans Raid was the northernmost military engagement of the Civil War.

Young had escaped to Canada from a Union prisoner-of-war camp in the spring of 1864. Once there, he received authorization from the Confederate government to attempt the release of other Confederate detainees. Two such attempts failed, but Young was allowed to lead a raid into a Union town in order to secure funds for the Confederate war effort. He entered Vermont alone, conducted a quick reconnaissance, and selected St. Albans for the operation. Other Confederates joined him. Passing themselves off as travelers, they thoroughly reconnoitered the town, located its four banks and stables, and planned their robberies and escape routes. The remaining Confederate soldiers arrived in twos and threes by different routes and trains, found rooms in a number of local hotels, and waited for the attack order.

The men assembled at 3:00 p.m. on October 19 and then entered the four banks and the stable. Shocked residents were forced into the town square. The Confederates secured the considerable sum of $208,000 and then escaped to Canada on stolen horses. The raid was well planned, and casualties were low, with one St. Albans man killed and a small number wounded. No Confederate casualties were reported.

Eventually 13 of the raiders, including Young, were apprehended in Canada. American authorities considered entering Canada to secure the men, but such action would have violated British neutrality. The U.S. government demanded their extradition, but Great Britain allowed the Canadian courts to try the raiders. Young and his men were ultimately released by the Canadians on technicalities and soon journeyed to the Confederacy with the stolen cash. Canada, however, agreed to reimburse St. Albans for the lost money and paid $50,000, a sum equal to what was found on those raiders who had been captured.
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Virginia

INTRODUCTION

Virginia, located in the Middle Atlantic region, borders Washington, D.C., and Maryland to the north; Kentucky and Ohio (and West Virginia after 1863) to the west; Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean to the east; and Tennessee and North Carolina to the south. In 1861 the western part of Virginia seceded and joined the Union, gaining statehood as West Virginia in 1863. Before that secession, Virginia encompassed 64,997 square miles; this was reduced to 40,767 square miles after western Virginia broke away. By 1860 Virginia had more slaves (about 490,000) than any other state, although fewer than one-fourth of Virginians were involved with slavery. Virginia had a white population of 1.105 million and a military-age white population of 196,500.

Following the secession of the seven states of the Deep South, four others, including Virginia, teetered in the balance. Virginians were deeply divided. Those in the western mountains largely opposed secession from the Union, as did a good number in the northern part of the state. Secessionist sentiment was strongest in the Tidewater and eastern Piedmont regions. Still others accepted secession only reluctantly.

Following the start of the long-predicted shooting war on April 12, 1861, when South Carolinians opened fire on Fort Sumter, Virginia governor John Letcher, who like many during the early stages of the crisis preferred to remain in the Union, called a convention to determine the status of the state. Meanwhile, Virginia sponsored the convening of the Washington Peace Conference with the aim of arriving at a compromise that would avert war. With ex-president John Tyler presiding, the peace conference unsuccessfully attempted to restore the Missouri Compromise line to the Pacific Ocean, thus protecting slavery in the lower half of the country. After President Abraham Lincoln issued a call for 75,000 troops to crush the rebellion, the Virginia Convention voted by the relatively narrow margin of 88 to 56 to secede on April 17, 1861.

As the wealthiest and most important state of the South, Virginia became the pivotal member of the new Confederacy when it formally joined in May, and Richmond became the new capital city. Virginia would subsequently provide the South with some of its most important military leaders, including Robert E. Lee, Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart, Joseph E. Johnston, Richard S. Ewell, Ambrose P. Hill, and Jubal A. Early. Indeed, one-fourth of the Confederacy’s 425 generals were Virginians. During the course of the war, Virginia provided the Confederacy with 63 regiments and 11 battalions of infantry, 27 regiments and 22 battalions of cavalry, and 104 batteries of artillery, in addition to state rangers, home guards, and militia. During the course of the war, the Old Dominion provided the South with 170,000 troops.

In addition to the military, Virginia furnished the Confederate government with many important civilian leaders. John Letcher and William Smith served as the state’s able wartime governors. Robert M. T. Hunter was secretary of state until 1862. George W. Randolph became secretary of war in 1862, and his successor, James A. Seddon, served until 1865.

Virginia was also crucial to the Confederacy’s war production, with Richmond’s Tredegar Iron Works and the Richmond Armory and Arsenal representing most of the Confederacy’s arms and ammunition industry. The Tredegar Iron Works was at the time the only foundry in the South capable of casting the heaviest guns. Richmond alone had 14 iron foundries, 6 rolling mills, 50 metalworks, and 8 flour mills. Virginia had 5,400 industrial plants, which was as many as all of the other Confederate states combined. Norfolk had the South’s largest navy yard, and Richmond was the terminus of the 200-mile Kanawha Canal, a critical waterway. With 9,000 miles of track, Virginia had more than 20 percent of the railroads in the South. The South’s only trunk line ran from Richmond to Lynchburg and Bristol, Virginia; to Chattanooga, Tennessee; to Corinth and Jackson, Mississippi; and finally on to New Orleans. The Shenandoah Valley, in the western part of Virginia, was a significant source of food for the Confederate armies.

Virginia’s wealth, geographical location (the proximity to Washington, D.C.), industries, and agriculture made it the chief battleground of the war. The state thus became the principal focus of Union attacks in the eastern theater of war. During the conflict more than 200 battles and skirmishes occurred in Virginia, and more than 500,000 men on both the sides were killed or wounded on Virginia soil. Some 30,000 Virginia soldiers alone died in action. Thousands of others were maimed. The civilian population experienced the hard hand of war almost from the beginning of the fighting. From the onset of the war, Richmond was the South’s main refugee center. Originally a provincial town of fewer than 40,000, Richmond more than doubled in population during the first year of the war and continued to grow thereafter.

When the Civil War began, few Americans expected the conflict to be prolonged. One large battle, it was thought, could decide the outcome. The location of the Confederate capital 100 miles from Washington, D.C., ensured that fighting would occur somewhere between the two cities. In May 1861, Union troops crossed the Potomac River and seized the heights of Arlington and the town of Alexandria to provide a buffer around the capital. The eastern theater of war offered substantial advantages to the defending side, providing a narrow, constricted, crowded field of operations enclosed by geographical boundaries of mountains to the west and the shoreline to the east. Across the relatively narrow front from the Potomac River in the north to the James in the south flowed several rivers, offering significant barriers to offensive operations and affording considerable opportunities for an effective defense.

Union leaders initially hoped to take advantage of the opposition to secession in the northwestern part of the state by commencing military operations there in June 1861. Sizable numbers of Union troops in the mountainous areas actuated the secession of western Virginia from Virginia in October 1861. The new territory formally entered the Union as the state of West Virginia in June 1863. West Virginia provided 32,000 troops to the Union armies.

The early clashes in Virginia culminated in the first major battle of the war near Bull Run Creek at Manassas Junction on July 21, 1861. The Union attempt to take this important rail junction failed miserably, and the Union forces retreated back to the defenses around Washington. Those expecting a short war were discouraged by the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas. It would take four more years of bitter fighting and many battles far bloodier than this one to bring an end to the conflict. Richmond was finally occupied by Union troops on April 2, 1865, and Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.

It took more than a generation after the war for Virginia’s economy to recover. Confederate bonds and currency became worthless. Property worth untold millions of dollars was damaged or destroyed. By the end of the 1860s, Virginia land selling for $50 an acre before the war fetched less than $2 an acre. Industrial production was so fragmented that Virginia was the only Southern state that failed to achieve prewar levels by 1870.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Lynchburg, Virginia

City located in west-central Virginia along the James River amid the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. A strategic city because of its location along the important James River and its function as a major railhead, Lynchburg was a significant target for Union forces during the Civil War. In 1860 Lynchburg had a population of 6,853, of whom nearly 50 percent were enslaved African Americans. The city also counted 357 free blacks.

Lynchburg was founded in 1757 when John Lynch established a ferry service across the James River. By the mid-1800s, Lynchburg was an important transportation and manufacturing center. Besides enjoying direct access to the James River and the Kanawha Canal, Lynchburg was served by three important railroads—the Virginia & Tennessee, the Orange & Alexandria, and the South Side. The city was also home to several manufacturers of plug tobacco, major tobacco warehouses, and other industries, including iron and steel forging. During the 1850s, Lynchburg was America’s second-wealthiest city per capita.

Given Lynchburg’s strategic locale, proximity to Richmond, and transportation and industrial base, it is no surprise that Confederate military officials made the city a major supply and logistics center, particularly for the Army of Northern Virginia, during the Civil War. Several important military hospitals were also established in the city. The massive amount of military activity and the presence of thousands of soldiers in the city soon taxed Lynchburg’s infrastructure and the patience of its inhabitants, however. Food became short, inflation and black market activity skyrocketed, and divisions along political and socioeconomic lines intensified. The poor—both black and white—suffered the most.

Lynchburg was directly threatened when Union forces came perilously close to the city on June 17, 1864. Only a series of logistical problems and tactical errors on the part of Union military leaders prevented a full-scale assault on the city. Lynchburg remained under Confederate control for the rest of the war, and during April 6–10, 1865, it served as the temporary state capital as Richmond fell to Union troops. By then, however, Lynchburg residents were worn out by years of war and deprivation, and city leaders appeared eager to arrange for a quick peace.
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Norfolk, Virginia

Important seaport in southeastern Virginia. Norfolk is bounded to the west by the Elizabeth River and to the north by Chesapeake Bay. The nearby Gosport (Norfolk) Navy Yard was in 1860 the nation’s largest navy yard but was abandoned by Union forces on April 20–21, 1861, following the secession of Virginia. During Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), however, Union troops reoccupied the yard on May 9, 1862, and retained control of it for the remainder of the war. Norfolk’s 1860 population was 14,620.

The area that would eventually become Norfolk was first settled by Englishmen in the 1620s and grew steadily during the 17th century, and early on it became a significant port and trade center dealing mainly in tobacco grown in eastern Virginia. Norfolk was formally incorporated in 1705; in 1736 it was granted status as a royal borough. By the eve of the American Revolution in 1775, Norfolk was Virginia’s wealthiest city. It lost that status by the early 19th century, however, as tobacco cultivation had depleted the soil in Virginia, resulting in a prolonged economic decline for the Tidewater region. At the same time, sizable numbers of residents decided to move to the newly opened lands to the west, principally Kentucky and Tennessee, where land was abundant, fertile, and cheap. Meanwhile, by the 1850s, Virginia’s population center had shifted from the coastal regions to the Piedmont, and Richmond had overtaken Norfolk as the state’s most important city. By 1860, Richmond had more than twice the population of Norfolk.

Norfolk residents generally supported secession in 1861, as much of their economic well-being still depended upon slave-based agriculture and shipping with states farther to the south. On May 10, 1862, during the Peninsula Campaign, Union troops under Brigadier General John E. Wool crossed Hampton Roads from Fort Monroe and landed at Ocean View before advancing on Norfolk. Norfolk mayor William Lamb surrendered the city, and Union brigadier general Egbert L. Viele was named military governor. Norfolk remained under Union occupation and martial law for the duration of the war. Meanwhile, the city became a haven for African American refugees fleeing from Confederate-controlled areas of Virginia and North Carolina. A number of the ex-slaves established schools in Norfolk, under the encouragement of Union occupation officials.
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Petersburg, Virginia

City located in central Virginia approximately 23 miles south of the Confederate capital at Richmond. Petersburg is located along the fall line of the Appomattox River and by the 1840s had developed into a major rail hub of lines going both north-south and east-west. With an 1860 population of 18,266, of which half were African American slaves and free blacks, Petersburg was Virginia’s second most populous city.

First surveyed by English settlers in 1635, the area that would become Petersburg was home to Fort Henry, built along the Appomattox in 1646. Around 1675 a trading post near the fort was established at Peter’s Point. That small settlement grew and was chartered as Petersburg in 1748. By the early 19th century, Petersburg had become an important hub for the processing, warehousing, and shipping of tobacco and also played host to several industrial concerns, including ironworks and metalworks.

It was the arrival of the railroads, however, in the middle third of the 19th century that cemented Petersburg’s importance as a strategic transportation hub. Rail lines running north-south and east-west bisected the city, including the critical Weldon & Petersburg Railroad and the Norfolk & Petersburg Railroad. By the eve of the Civil War, Petersburg was also home to numerous banks, flour mills, and textile mills and 20 tobacco-processing plants.

Most Petersburg residents supported secession in 1861 and enthusiastically supported war when it came in April 1861. The city’s economy soon went into a tailspin, however, after much of the male population entered Confederate service and the transportation and manufacturing sectors lost business. City residents were beset by food and supply shortages, high inflation, and increasing frustrations as the conflict dragged on. In March 1862 Petersburg was placed under martial law after hundreds of war refugees flooded the city and taxed its already inadequate infrastructure.

Not surprisingly, Petersburg was at the center of the fighting in Virginia during the last year of the war. The city was ringed by an elaborate series of trenches where a series of bloody engagements occurred between Confederate and Union forces. The long Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) ranged from the environs of Petersburg all the way to Richmond and beyond. At stake were the city’s crucial rail hubs and logistics depots. The fighting and siege of Petersburg created even more hardships within the city, which fell to Union forces on April 3, 1865. A number of public buildings and homes were burned when the Confederates decided to vacate the city on April 2.
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Richmond, Virginia

Capital of the Confederate States of America (1861–1865), capital of the state of Virginia, and major manufacturing center. With an 1861 population of 37,910 people—including whites, slaves, and freedmen—Richmond ranked 25th in population among all U.S. cities but 3rd among cities south of the Mason-Dixon Line.

Richmond was formally established in 1737, although settlers at Jamestown had explored the area as early as 1607. In 1609, a small settlement was established near the present-day site of Richmond on bluffs overlooking the James River. After its 1737 founding, Richmond developed into a commerce hub. It was tied into the transatlantic slave trade, thanks in large measure to the construction of the James River and Kanawha Canal (begun in 1785 and completed in 1851), which linked the inland western portions of Virginia with the Tidewater area. Richmond was at the epicenter of the canal system, the first such project built in the United States. When railroads eclipsed canals in the early 1850s, Richmond also became a major rail hub, which would aid the Confederate war effort.

Because of its strategic location at the fall line of the James River and its considerable manufacturing and commercial concerns, Richmond was a vital resource for the new Confederate States of America. In May 1861 Confederate officials had decided to move the capital from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, a decision that was not without controversy. While the Confederates wanted the capital city to be close to the major theater of war, the proximity of Richmond to Washington, D.C.—just 100 miles north—meant that substantial resources would have to be expended to fortify and defend the city. This fact was all too obvious to Union leaders, who made the city’s capture a major war aim throughout the war. The Union effort to capture Richmond was the chief preoccupation of the major Union field army, the Army of the Potomac. Thus, the area roughly between Richmond and Washington became the most contested piece of real estate during the four-year conflict, and the Confederates were often hard-pressed to defend their heartland while their men and resources were being used to defend the capital area.
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The Confederate Capitol building, Richmond, Virginia in 1865. The building was designed by Thomas Jefferson. (Library of Congress)

Richmond was the South’s leading manufacturing center, producing iron, processing tobacco, and milling flour and meal. At the start of the Civil War, Richmond also possessed the only facility capable of manufacturing rails for railroads and the heaviest cannon—the Tredegar Iron Works. The city boasted numerous important newspapers and publishing houses as well as one of the South’s largest hospitals, which would treat thousands of wounded soldiers. Richmond was also the home to two of the largest Confederate prisoner-of-war camps: Libby Prison and Belle Isle Prison.

The Civil War radically transformed once-sleepy Richmond as thousands of government bureaucrats, soldiers, and civilians looking to make a fast dollar poured into the city beginning in mid-1861. This severely taxed the city’s infrastructure and public services and angered many long-term Richmond residents. Not surprisingly, crime and vice skyrocketed as saloons proliferated and prostitution and gambling became rampant. And while many Richmonders turned a tidy profit during the war years, their gains were never sufficient to offset the high inflation that had gripped the Confederacy. As the war dragged on, food and material shortages affected everyone, which in 1863 precipitated a bread riot among the city’s women. By late 1864 material shortages had become critical, and a sizable number of Richmond’s residents were subsisting on near-starvation rations.

To protect Richmond, Confederate forces surrounded the city with substantial earthworks and heavy guns, which were regularly augmented. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) when Union forces tried to attack Richmond from the south and east, jittery Richmonders demanded additional earthworks and guns. After the Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid (February–March 1864), the city’s residents banded together and sizably augmented their local militia and defense forces. During much of the conflict, the primary task of the Army of Northern Virginia was to prevent Union forces from capturing Richmond, a mandate that ultimately led to that army’s collapse.

By January 1865, Union forces were closing in on the capital of the Confederacy. The Army of Northern Virginia was entrenched in Petersburg, 23 miles south of Richmond, in a valiant attempt to keep open the rail lines and protect Richmond. On April 2, 1865, Union troops breached the earthworks surrounding Petersburg, giving them a direct route into Richmond. In less than a day the Federals had worked their way up to Richmond, and Confederate officials and troops began fleeing the city. Ordered to destroy bridges, armories, and other facilities as they departed, Confederate troops unwittingly caused a huge conflagration that incinerated a large portion of the city, including many of its important commercial establishments. Early on April 3 Union troops began entering the city and attempted to douse the fires, but by then much of Richmond lay in ruins.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Confederate Naval Academy

Counterpart to the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis established by the Confederate States of America in 1861. As with the academy at Annapolis, the Confederate Naval Academy’s primary objective was to train midshipmen to serve as officers for the Confederate Navy.

As civil war loomed, members of the Confederate Congress saw the need for training young men for its navy. Thus, they authorized the creation of the Confederate Naval Academy on February 20, 1861, preceding formal hostilities with the Union by nearly two months. One of the main advocates of the academy was Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen Russell Mallory, who had served as the chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee in the U.S. Senate prior to secession.

Unlike the U.S. Naval Academy, which had formal grounds and a dedicated training ship, the Confederacy opted for simply one training ship to serve as the academy’s entire school. With the capture of Norfolk, Virginia, the Confederates secured the Yorktown, a 1,300-ton side-wheel steamship that had been a passenger and freight ship operating between New York and Richmond. The ship had belonged to the Old Dominion Steam-Ship Line prior to the war. The rebels converted the Yorktown into a warship and renamed it the Patrick Henry. It served as the home of the naval academy.

After the Patrick Henry’s conversion, the ship was placed under the command of the James River Squadron and based below Drewry’s Bluff, on a bend on the James River about seven miles below the Confederate capital of Richmond. As a warship, the Patrick Henry also had an enlisted crew aboard and formed part of the defense structure of Richmond.

Commander John Mercer Brooke, chief of the Office of Ordnance and Hydrography, organized the academy and had overall supervision. The first superintendent and commandant of the new academy was Lieutenant William Harwar Parker, a Mexican-American War veteran and an 1847 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who had also taught there prior to the Civil War.

As with the U.S. Naval Academy, young men received their nominations as midshipmen from members of Congress or the president and were admitted between the ages of 14 and 18. The academy originally admitted 106 acting midshipmen, who took courses that included seamanship, gunnery, navigation, mathematics, modern languages, geography, and history. Studies began in July 1863.

In the spring of 1864, the Union Army mounted a new offensive in Virginia. In May, some Confederate midshipmen were reassigned either to other ships in the squadron or to the batteries on Drewry’s Bluff. Despite nearby hostile actions, however, the midshipmen continued their studies through the year, an experience not shared by their counterparts in Newport. Although the Confederate Congress recommended increasing the number of midshipmen in late 1864, the measure was opposed by President Jefferson Davis because of the critical need for soldiers in the army.

In March 1865 the Patrick Henry was directed upriver to the Rocketts Navy Yard in Richmond, and Secretary of the Navy Mallory ordered the ship prepared for destruction in the event of an evacuation of Richmond. On April 1, midshipmen were ordered to report to the army while the Patrick Henry was burned to avoid capture. Mallory hoped to reestablish the academy either in Georgia or North Carolina, but the end of the war later that month rendered this unnecessary.
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Fort Monroe

U.S. military installation, the only one retained in Virginia by the Union throughout the Civil War. Named after President James Monroe, Fort Monroe was built between 1819 and 1834 as part of the nation’s coastal defenses. Once completed, it covered 63 acres on Old Point Comfort at the end of the Virginia Peninsula, adjacent to Hampton Roads and jutting toward Chesapeake Bay. The fort was constructed of stone and brick and had an eight-foot-deep moat. Strategically located, Fort Monroe guarded the main channel to Hampton Roads. During the Civil War, the fort’s powerful batteries enforced the Union blockade of Southern ports by closing Hampton Roads and the James River to shipping.

After Virginia’s secession on April 17, 1861, Union leaders were acutely aware of the vital importance of Fort Monroe. Washington immediately dispatched additional cannon, supplies, and troops to strengthen the fort against Confederate attack. Within six weeks, its small garrison of 400 men had swelled to nearly 4,500. The fort became the headquarters for the Union Department of Virginia and also served as the headquarters for the Union Army of the James, created in April 1864.

Fort Monroe played a pivotal role in slavery as a wartime issue. Shortly after the Department of Virginia was established, three slaves escaped behind Union lines. Major General Benjamin Butler, commander of the department, refused to return runaway slaves as specified under the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. He claimed that the law was null and void within the Confederacy. Butler declared the runaways “contrabands of war” and assigned them to support Union operations at Fort Monroe. The redoubt quickly became known as “Freedom’s Fortress.” Soon, contraband camps had been established outside the fort’s walls to house hundreds of slaves who had arrived there.

Fort Monroe’s position southeast of Richmond made it the ideal staging area for land and naval expeditions against the Confederacy. On June 10, 1861, Union forces at the nearby towns of Hampton and Newport News, Virginia, advanced inland, resulting in the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861). Major General George McClellan used the fortress as a staging area for his Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), in which his troops unsuccessfully attempted to take Richmond. On March 9, 1862, the first battle of ironclad warships in history was fought on the waters off the point in Hampton Roads between CSS Virginia and USS Monitor.

Unsuccessful peace talks between President Abraham Lincoln and Confederate vice president Alexander Stephens occurred aboard the steamer River Queen in the waters off Hampton Roads on February 3, 1865. At the conclusion of the war, Fort Monroe served as the prison for former Confederate president Jefferson Davis, who was held there for two years.
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Harpers Ferry Armory and Arsenal

Strategic arms manufacturing and depot located in western Virginia (after June 1863 in northeastern West Virginia), situated at the juncture of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. Prior to the Civil War, the arsenal was the target of radical abolitionist John Brown’s raid of October 16–18, 1859.

In 1799 the U.S. government established a federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, which by 1861 had produced more than 600,000 muskets, rifles, and pistols for the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. The arsenal underwent continual expansion and modernization in the years prior to the Civil War. Between 1845 and 1854, the facility saw the construction of seven new workshops and more than 120 new machines of varying types used to make and repair small arms. Most of the buildings were made of brick with corrugated metal roofing to resist fire. A canal that helped power the arsenal’s machinery was also enlarged. The facility’s permanent workforce increased from 25 in 1802 to more than 400 in 1859.

When Virginia seceded in April 1861, the Union garrison at Harpers Ferry attempted to destroy the arsenal and its machinery before vacating it, but locals saved most of the equipment, which the Confederates then moved to Richmond. Soon thereafter the Confederates abandoned the site, burned the remaining structures, and destroyed a key railroad bridge that had served the arsenal and armory. Because of Harpers Ferry’s strategic location, both Union and Confederate troops frequently moved through the town, which changed hands eight times during the war. On June 20, 1863, the western counties of Virginia, which included Harpers Ferry, seceded from Virginia and became the state of West Virginia, under Union control. The arsenal was not rebuilt after the war ended.
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Libby Prison

Confederate prison used to hold Union officers captured during the Civil War. Libby Prison was located in downtown Richmond, Virginia, and was bordered by Canal Street, 20th Street, Carey Street, and a vacant lot. The three-story 150-by-100-foot building was self-contained and thus easily guarded. Libby Prison, along with Andersonville in Georgia, which housed enlisted Union prisoners of war, was the most famous—or infamous—of the Southern detention facilities.
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The Confederate flag flies over Libby Prison in Richmond during the Civil War. (Miller, Francis Trevelyan and Robert Sampson Lanier, The Photographic History of the Civil War, vol. 7, 1911)

Libby Prison had originally been the Libby & Son Chandlers and Grocers before being converted into a prison. While the death rates did not rise to the levels associated with Andersonville, conditions at Libby Prison were nevertheless grim. Prisoners slept together in squads, lined along the cold, hard floor on their sides for warmth. Several times during the night, an elected squad leader would order his squad to turn over in unison as the hardness of the floor became unendurable. The food was execrable and the amounts usually inadequate to sustain grown men. Many officer prisoners of war bartered with each other and sometimes with the guards to augment their meager rations.

Libby Prison was also the scene of one of the most daring escapes of the entire war. Under the direction of Colonel Thomas Rose of the 77th Pennsylvania, prisoners had painstakingly dug a 50-foot-long tunnel underground through a kitchen fireplace to a warehouse shed located in the vacant lot across the street from the prison. On February 9, 1864, 109 men made their escape through the tunnel. Two of them drowned while trying to swim across the nearby James River, and 48 (including Rose) were recaptured by local authorities, but 59 managed to escape.

During the final months of the war, Confederate officials began moving prisoners from Libby Prison to more secure locations throughout the South. When Richmond fell and the war ended in April 1865, Libby Prison was used by federal authorities to house a number of Confederate officials awaiting trial in Washington.

The life of Libby Prison did not end with the war. In 1888 W. H. Gray, A. G. Spalding, Charles Gunther, and three other Chicago businessmen formed the Libby Prison War Museum Corporation, dedicated to generating a profit from the infamous prison. In April 1889 the entire building was disassembled and transported via railroad from Richmond to Chicago. The prison was then reassembled brick by brick in the city’s central business district. Libby was converted into a museum that housed an array of Civil War artifacts and drew more than 100,000 visitors during the first three months of operation; thousands more were attracted to it during the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition. Interest in the museum soon faded, however, and the structure was razed in 1899.

JEFFERY B. COOK

Further Reading

Hesseltine, William. Civil War Prisons: A Study in War Psychology. Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1998.

McPherson, James. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era. New York: Oxford University Press, 1988.

Morgan, Michael. “Breakout of Rat Hell.” Civil War Times (October 2001): 29–37.

Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard

One of eight pre–Civil War U.S. Navy yards, located at Portsmouth, Virginia, across the Elizabeth River from Norfolk. Known as the Gosport Navy Yard until 1862, a shipyard was first established there in 1767 by Andrew Sprowle. The British burned the yard in 1779 during the American Revolutionary War. Rebuilt, it was operated by the State of Virginia until 1794, when the federal government leased the facility with the commencement of the U.S. Navy that year. The federal government purchased the land outright on June 15, 1801. Strategically located about midway along the U.S. Atlantic coast, the Gosport Navy Yard was the largest of the pre–Civil War U.S. Navy yards.

The yard included machine shops and a granite dry dock. In early April 1861, there were 11 warships at the yard. Certainly the most powerful ship at the yard was the modern steam frigate Merrimack, in the yard to have its unreliable engines rebuilt.

Concerned about the security of the yard as Virginia appeared to be headed toward secession, on April 11, 1861, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles ordered yard commandant Commodore Charles S. McCauley to prepare the Merrimack for sea as soon as possible. Welles also ordered 200 seamen and 20 firemen and coal heavers to Norfolk and appointed Commander James Allen to command the frigate and bring it to Philadelphia. He then sent Chief Engineer Benjamin F. Isherwood to Norfolk to reassemble the frigate’s steam engines.

McCauley bumbled his instructions. A veteran of the War of 1812 who should have been retired years before, McCauley was intimidated by junior officers sympathetic to the South who urged him not to do anything that would violate Welles’s earlier instructions not to further alienate the Virginia authorities. The junior officers claimed that preparing the Merrimack for sea might even bring an attack on the yard by Virginia militiamen. As a consequence, even though Isherwood was able to put the frigate’s engines back in working order, McCauley refused to allow it to depart.

A furious Welles ordered Captain Hiram Paulding to the yard to replace McCauley. Paulding arrived back at Norfolk at 8:00 p.m. on April 20 following a quick trip to Washington, only to find that McCauley, believing that the yard was about to be attacked, had ordered the scuttling of all of the ships there. Paulding then had no choice but to continue the work that had begun; Paulding was able to get off only two ships. Early on the morning of April 21, the screw sloop Pawnee got under way, towing the sailing sloop Cumberland. Once they were safely off, Paulding gave the signal to torch the yard.

The work of destruction on April 21 was only haphazard at best. Barrels of powder to destroy the dry dock failed to go off, and the Virginia troops who moved in immediately after the departure of the Federals discovered that much of the facility was intact, including virtually all the yard’s machinery as well as castings, ammunition, and naval stores. Most of the ships could be raised and rebuilt. Some 4,000 shells could be recovered, as could small arms that were thrown into the water. The Merrimack’s 2,200 cartridges were in watertight tanks and could all be saved. The Union troops had managed to destroy only 8 guns, all 32-pounders. The Confederates secured from the Norfolk yard 1,195 cannon, including 52 IX-inch Dahlgrens. Many of these were soon on their way to seacoast fortifications throughout the South. The Confederates also soon raised the Merrimack, which had burned only to the waterline, and began rebuilding it as the ironclad ram Virginia.

On March 8, 1862, the Virginia sortied from the yard to attack Union ships in Hampton Roads and destroyed two powerful Union warships, the sloop Cumberland and the frigate Congress. The next day the Virginia engaged the newly arrived Union ironclad Monitor. That engagement ended in a draw. During Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Union troops reoccupied the yard on May 9. The Union retained control of the yard for the remainder of the war. The Norfolk Navy Yard is today among the most important in the United States.
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Tredegar Iron Works

Foundry and rolling mill that produced the bulk of Confederate heavy artillery and armor plate as well as other iron-based manufactured goods during the Civil War. The Tredegar Iron Works was first established in 1833 by a group of Richmond businessmen led by Francis B. Deane. They enlisted the help of Rhys Davies, an engineer from Tredegar, South Wales, who designed and constructed the furnaces and rolling mills that would later become the Tredegar and the Belle Isle Works of Richmond.

The works was chartered in 1836 and merged with the Virginia Foundry Company in 1837 to become the largest foundry in the South and the third largest in the United States. Former U.S. Army officer Joseph R. Anderson took charge of the company in 1841, setting a precedent for using slave labor along with free black workers to man the foundry. The Tredegar was the only major antebellum ironworks in the South capable of manufacturing the heaviest guns and railroad ties.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Tredegar Iron Works employed 900 men (about 100 were African American slaves). When Virginia seceded from the Union on April 17, 1861, Tredegar became the Confederacy’s most important facility for the manufacture of war materials, finding ready customers in the state governments of Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina. By the end of 1861, Tredegar had delivered 56 cannon: 35 heavy guns, 14 field guns, and 7 seacoast mortars. Along with various cannon, the company produced artillery projectiles, torpedoes (naval mines), rails, spikes, train axles, experimental submersible vessels, and armor plating for ironclads, including CSS Virginia. Naval guns designed by Confederate Navy officer John M. Brooke were among Tredegar’s most formidable weapons.

The foundry also operated nine canal boats, a sawmill, and a firebrick factory. Anderson also purchased coal mines to help ensure a ready supply of raw materials for his furnaces. To clothe his workforce, he built a tannery and shoe factory and smuggled cloth through the Union blockade. Anderson offered to sell or lease the ironworks to the Confederate government, but both the War and Navy Departments preferred signing long-term contracts. To meet the Confederacy’s needs, Tredegar operated 24 hours a day, although for almost a month in the late summer of 1861 the mill produced no cannon because of a shortage of pig iron.

Toward the end of the war, a combination of factors reduced Tredegar’s output, including a shortage of raw materials, low grain supplies required to feed the draft animals that moved the heavy ordnance, and the freezing over of the James River during the winter of 1864–1865.

It is estimated that Tredegar produced 50 percent of all Confederate cannon, some 1,100 pieces, in addition to the other items it manufactured. As the war dragged on and manpower because critical, Anderson came to rely increasingly on slave labor so that by 1864–1865 as much as half of his now 2,500-man workforce were slaves.

Union troops occupied Richmond in April 1865 but did not damage the factory. After steel gradually replaced iron, the Tredegar and Belle Isle Works of Richmond slowly scaled down and finally closed its operations in 1958.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Boyd, Maria Isabella (1844–1900)

Confederate spy. Maria Isabella Boyd, commonly known as “Belle Boyd,” was born on May 9, 1844, in Martinsburg, Virginia (now West Virginia). Her family sent her to study at Mount Washington Female College in Baltimore, Maryland, from 1856 to 1860. When she returned to Martinsburg in early 1861, the overwhelming majority of people in western Virginia were Unionist in their sentiments. Boyd, however, participated in fund-raising efforts for the Confederacy. After the Union Army occupied Martinsburg in July 1861, Boyd became a spy for the Confederacy. She passed on military information by messenger to Confederate military officials.

On July 4, 1861, while Boyd was living in her family’s Greek Revival mansion, an inebriated Union soldier attempting to replace the Confederate flag flying above her home with the American flag assaulted her mother. Boyd shot and killed the soldier. Arrested and tried for murder, she was acquitted on the defense of justifiable homicide.

In the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (March–June 1862), Boyd provided valuable military information to Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. Operating from the home of her aunt and uncle in Front Royal, Virginia, she frequently learned of Union Army battle plans and troop deployments, which she passed on to Jackson by riding a horse alone at night to Jackson’s camp some 15 miles distant. The intelligence she provided about the movements of Union troops under Brigadier General James Shields was of immense benefit to Jackson, who inflicted more than 7,000 casualties on Union Army troops at a cost of only 2,500 Confederates.
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Maria Isabella “Belle” Boyd, a Confederate spy, provided critical information about Union troop movements during the Civil War, most notably during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign in 1862. (Library of Congress)

Following her assistance to Jackson, Boyd was betrayed by her lover and was arrested by Union officials on July 29, 1862. Held in prison for a month, she was released in a prisoner exchange. While visiting Martinsburg in June 1863, she was again arrested and sent to prison for spying. After contracting typhoid fever in prison, she was released on December 1, 1863.

On May 8, 1864, Boyd departed Virginia for North Carolina aboard the blockade-runner Greyhound, carrying letters from Confederate president Jefferson Davis to British officials. The U.S. Navy third-rate steamer Connecticut intercepted the Greyhound and escorted it to Boston. During the journey Boyd and U.S. Navy ensign Samuel Hardinge became lovers, and he then facilitated her escape to England via Canada. After a court-martial and his discharge from the navy, Hardinge went to England, where he married Boyd in August 1864. In 1865 Boyd published an account of her spying activities in a book titled Belle Boyd in Camp and Prison. In 1866 she returned to the United States and became an actress. She died while on tour in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, on June 11, 1900.
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Hunter, Robert Mercer Taliaferro (1809–1887)

Confederate secretary of state and senator. Born on April 24, 1809, at the estate of Mount Pleasant near Loretto in Essex County, Virginia, Robert Mercer Taliaferro Hunter was educated by private tutors. He attended the University of Virginia, graduating in 1828, and then studied law at the Winchester (Virginia) Law School. He was admitted to the bar in 1830 and then practiced law at Lloyds.

Hunter served in the Virginia General Assembly (1834–1837). Winning election as a states’ rights Whig to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served in Congress from 1837 to 1843. He was Speaker of the House from 1839 to 1841. Failing to win reelection in 1842, he was reelected two years later, serving during 1845–1847. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1846, he served there from March 1847 to March 1861. During his time in the Senate, he was closely identified with the southern branch of the Democratic Party and became known as a prominent spokesman for Southern interests. Author of the 1857 Tariff Act, he also advocated reform of the civil service.

Hunter came up with an elaborate scheme to try to preserve the Union, but when that failed he resigned his Senate seat in March 1861. He was a delegate from Virginia to the Confederate Provisional Congress at Richmond before assuming the cabinet position of secretary of state, which he held from July 1861 until February 1862. He then served in the Confederate Senate from 1862 to 1865, during which time he was a frequent critic of President Jefferson Davis. Hunter was one of the commissioners to the unsuccessful Hampton Roads Peace Conference of February 1865 and was briefly imprisoned after the war. Much of his property in Virginia was destroyed in the fighting.

Following the war, Hunter helped organize a conservative political party that wrested control of the Virginia state government from the radicals in 1869. Hunter was state treasurer of Virginia (1874–1880) and then collector for the port of Tappahannock, Virginia, from 1885 until his death on his estate of Foothill near Lloyds, Virginia, on July 18, 1887.
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Letcher, John (1813–1884)

Politician and governor of Virginia. Born on March 29, 1813, in Lexington, Virginia, John Letcher attended nearby Washington College (later Washington and Lee University). He then became an aide and law clerk to James McDowell, a leading Democrat in Lexington and later governor of Virginia. Letcher failed in his 1838 and 1840 bids for a seat in the Virginia House of Delegates, but his developing law practice and editorship of the Democratic newspaper the Lexington Valley Star earned him respect among the party faithful.

A political moderate, Letcher worked to ease growing tensions and establish closer economic ties between eastern and western Virginia, solidifying his political base in the Shenandoah Valley. He also favored a gradual path toward abolition, which resonated well with western Virginians. But it was Letcher’s conciliatory work as a delegate in the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1850–1851 that earned him election in 1851 to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served until 1859. As sectional differences between North and South intensified, Letcher hardened his stance on states’ rights and slavery. This change in position, coupled with his Democratic support in western Virginia and a fractured Whig Party, placed him in the Virginia governor’s seat on January 1, 1860.

Letcher’s governorship during the Civil War was marked by struggles to put Virginia on a successful war footing and to balance Confederate interests with those of Virginia. The harsh and extensive military campaigning in Virginia during the war placed a significant strain on the state’s food and salt stores and on Letcher’s political capital. His struggles to control inflation, including his action in putting down the Richmond Bread Riot on April 2, 1863, hurt him politically. Furthermore, his inability to control the Confederate government’s curtailment of Virginians’ political liberties and impressment of their foodstuffs cost him a seat in the Confederate Congress and led him to vacate the governor’s office on January 1, 1864.

Briefly imprisoned in Washington after the war by Union authorities, Letcher returned to Lexington and served another term in the House of Delegates. He died at Lexington on January 26, 1884.
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Seddon, James Alexander (1815–1880)

Lawyer and Confederate secretary of war. Born near Fredericksburg, Virginia, on July 13, 1815, James Alexander Seddon graduated from the University of Virginia law school and established a successful practice in Richmond. He served two separate terms in the U.S. Congress (1845–1847 and 1849–1851), but poor health prompted him to retire to his estate on the James River. After Virginia’s secession, Seddon became a member of Virginia’s provisional Confederate congressional delegation in Richmond.

In November 1862, Confederate president Jefferson Davis decided to sack his current secretary of war, George W. Randolph, because of a disagreement between them regarding the movement of troops across the Mississippi River and because Randolph tended to act independently of Davis. To fill Randolph’s place, Davis selected Seddon. Throughout his tenure in office—the longest of any secretary of war in the short life of the Confederacy—Seddon proved that his greatest asset was his ability to get along with Davis. Seddon was never, as some of his detractors would claim, a mere clerk running the War Department, but while exercising some independent influence, he carefully avoided any action that would seem to challenge Davis’s preeminence as the mastermind of Confederate strategy.

Seddon was initially a strong supporter of General Joseph E. Johnston and of the idea of reinforcing the Confederacy’s defenses west of the Appalachians, particularly in the Mississippi Valley, at the expense of the Virginia theater of operations. In discussions with Davis and General Robert E. Lee in the spring of 1863, Seddon advocated that the divisions of Major General George E. Pickett and Major General John Bell Hood, of Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s I Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, should be transferred to Mississippi to support Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton in his efforts to defend Vicksburg.

Davis and Lee overruled Seddon, however, and the divisions remained in Lee’s army to march north with him and play important roles in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Several weeks later, with Vicksburg besieged and Johnston in central Mississippi in command of a heavily reinforced army, Davis and Seddon both strove to persuade the reluctant general to take the offensive in an attempt to raise the siege. Seddon wrote to Johnston and reminded him that as theater commander he had authority to draw troops from General Braxton Bragg’s army in Tennessee, but Johnston refused to use his discretion. When Johnston continued to balk, Seddon wrote him a personal letter urging him to attack at all costs and offering to take the responsibility himself if the result should be defeat, but nothing Seddon could say was sufficient to persuade the general to fight. Vicksburg fell on July 4, 1863, with Johnston having made no move toward the Union besiegers.

Despite Johnston’s failure, Seddon continued to support the general. After Bragg’s defeat at Chattanooga that autumn and subsequent removal from command by Davis, Seddon urged the president to assign Johnston to command of the Army of Tennessee, and Davis, seeing no other viable options, did so.

That summer, however, with Johnston retreating rapidly toward Atlanta, the city he was charged with protecting, Seddon’s patience with the habitually retreating general finally ran out, even before the president was ready to take action. Seddon joined a number of other Confederate officials in urging Davis to sack Johnston. Finally, with the armies on the outskirts of Atlanta, Davis did so, but it was too late to save Atlanta.

Seddon was the most successful of the Confederacy’s secretaries of war. However, by early 1865 the general dissatisfaction and desperation of Confederate politicians had come to encompass Seddon as well as Davis. The growing anti-Davis faction in the Confederate Congress now strove to push Davis and those around him away from the conduct of the war. In January, the Virginia legislature called for Seddon’s removal as secretary of war. Humiliated by this denunciation coming from his home state, Seddon submitted his resignation on February 1.

Upon war’s end, Seddon was arrested by federal authorities and briefly imprisoned at Fort Monroe. When he was released he returned to his estate in Goochland County, Virginia, where he died on August 19, 1880.
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Smith, William (1797–1887)

Politician, Confederate officer, and governor of Virginia. William Smith was born on September 6, 1797, in King George County, Virginia. From 1827 to 1836, he operated a successful mail-coach service from Milledgeville, Georgia, to Washington, D.C., during which time he attracted the enduring sobriquet “Extra Billy.” From 1836 until 1841, Smith sat in the Virginia Senate. He then ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served from 1841 to 1843 and again from 1853 to 1861.

From 1846 to 1849, Smith served as Virginia’s governor. In the summer of 1861, Governor John Letcher offered Smith a colonel’s commission in the state militia. Smith eagerly accepted, despite his age and lack of prior military experience.

Now in Confederate service, Smith saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), where he led the 49th Virginia Infantry Regiment and performed capably. In the autumn of 1861 he was elected to the Confederate Congress and served until the spring of 1862.

Smith next saw action at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). He also participated in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was wounded and as a consequence was out of action for a number of months. Advanced to brigadier general on January 31, 1863, he received command of Brigadier General Jubal A. Early’s old brigade and saw combat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). That autumn Smith was reelected governor after being advanced to major general on August 12, 1863.

Smith took office in January 1864 and presided over Virginia during the last months of the crumbling Confederacy. Because of a chronic shortage of funds and the nearly constant warfare in his state, Smith accomplished very little during his abbreviated tenure in office. In April 1865 he fled Richmond but surrendered several weeks later. Paroled almost immediately, Smith returned to his Warrenton County estate, where he farmed until his death there on May 18, 1887.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Early, Jubal Anderson (1816–1894)

Confederate officer. Jubal Anderson Early was born in Franklin County, Virginia, on November 3, 1816, the son of a tobacco farmer in a family of 10 children. His father had been county sheriff, colonel of militia, and a state legislator. Early attended local schools before going on to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. He graduated in 1837 and was commissioned in the artillery. Early served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida in 1838. He then resigned from the army and took up a legal career, which he pursued in both Franklin and Floyd Counties in Virginia from 1840 to 1846. He also served one term in the commonwealth’s legislature during 1841–1842.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Early was a major in the 1st Virginia Regiment; however, his unit was assigned mainly to garrison duty, and he saw little action. Following the war, Early returned to his legal career and became a delegate to the Virginia General Assembly; he also served as commonwealth attorney until 1852.

Early opposed secession and voted against it in the Virginia Convention of 1861. When his state seceded, however, he offered his services. Appointed colonel in the Virginia forces, Early was sent to Lynchburg to help raise three regiments. He then entered Confederate service as commander of the 24th Virginia Infantry Regiment. Early fought well at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), where he commanded the 6th Brigade. His troops arrived in time to bolster the Confederate line there. He also distinguished himself at Blackburn’s Ford (August 18, 1861) and was advanced the same month to brigadier general.

In the spring of 1862, Early’s brigade was assigned to General Joseph E. Johnston’s forces to stop the advance of Union forces under Major General George B. McClellan up the peninsula between the York and James Rivers. Early fought in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862) and was wounded while leading an attack. He had recovered sufficiently to command a brigade under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson at Malvern Hill on July 1. Here Early’s command became lost in woods on the battlefield and took little part in the battle.
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Confederate Lieutenant General Jubal Early foiled the Union effort to take the key Confederate railhead of Lynchburg, Virginia in June 1864, then led the last Confederate invasion of the North, which carried all the way to the defenses of Washington, D.C., before being forced to withdraw. (Library of Congress)

During the Second Bull Run Campaign, Early fought well in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17), he commanded a division when Major General Alexander Lawton was wounded. Early performed well enough there to retain divisional command. At the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), he played an important role in counterattacking the units under Union major general George G. Meade when it seemed as if the Union troops were about to break the Confederate line.

Promoted to major general to rank from January 1863, Early commanded a division at both the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). During the winter of 1863–1864, he was based in the Shenandoah Valley. In 1864 Early fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), taking command of Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s III Corps. Early also fought at Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). On May 31, 1864, he was promoted to lieutenant general. He then fought in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12).

Sent to defend the important Confederate railhead of Lynchburg, Early turned back Major General David Hunter’s effort to take that city during the Battle of Lynchburg (June 16–18, 1864). He then led the last Confederate invasion of the North during the war (June 28–July 21, 1864). Its intention was to relieve pressure on the Confederacy by threatening Washington, D.C. By now, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and Major General William Tecumseh Sherman were making sweeping inroads into Southern territory. Early had about 15,000 men. Quickly moving up the valley, he defeated Union forces at Monocacy, Maryland, on July 9 but was turned back at Washington by the capital’s strong defenses.

Part of Early’s command burned Chamberstown, Pennsylvania (July 30–31, 1864), before withdrawing back into the Shenandoah Valley. Union forces under Major General Philip Sheridan then moved against Early, defeating him at Winchester (September 19) and Fisher’s Hill (September 22). At Cedar Hill on October 19, Early launched a surprise attack on Union forces and was almost successful. Most of Early’s II Corps then joined General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Petersburg.

Early’s remaining forces were nearly destroyed at Waynesboro, Virginia, on March 2, 1865, and Early narrowly escaped capture. Lee relieved him of his command at the end of March. Early had held large numbers of Union troops at bay for a number of months, but he also received blame for the devastation wrought by Sheridan and Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley. Although he possessed a difficult, argumentative personality and was of fiery disposition, few Confederate generals were as popular with their men as “Jube” or “Old Jubal” Early.

After the war, Early fled first to Texas and then into Mexico. From there he went to Cuba and then to Canada. He finally settled in Toronto to write his memoirs, in which he was very critical of many Confederate senior officers, chiefly Lieutenant General James Longstreet, whom Early blamed for the Confederate defeat at Gettysburg.

Early returned to Virginia in 1869 and resumed the practice of law. He became president of the Southern Historical Society in 1869, using it as a platform from which to criticize his enemies and propagate the Lost Cause narrative. In 1877 he became commissioner of the Louisiana Lottery. Returning to Virginia, Early died in Lynchburg on March 2, 1894.
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Hill, Ambrose Powell (1825–1865)

Confederate officer. Ambrose Powell Hill, widely known as A. P. Hill, was born in Culpeper County, Virginia, on November 9, 1825. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1847, and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Artillery. Hill saw service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Hill was promoted to first lieutenant in September 1851. After duty on the frontier, he was assigned to the Coast Survey and participated in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). In October 1860 he was granted a leave of absence from the army, and in March 1861 he resigned his commission in response to the deepening crisis over secession. When Virginia left the Union, he was commissioned a colonel and given command of the 13th Virginia Infantry Regiment.

Advanced to brigadier general in February 1862, Hill took command of a brigade. In the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), he saw action in the Battle of Williamsburg on May 5. Promoted to major general that same month, he took command of a division, distinguishing himself in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Hill’s Light Division was actually one of the largest divisions in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. At Mechanicsville on June 26, Hill led the main attack that was repulsed. His division also spearheaded attacks at Gaines’ Mill (June 27) and Frayser’s Farm (June 30).

Hill’s division fought effectively in the Battle of Cedar Run (August 9, 1862) and in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862). His troops participated in the capture of Harpers Ferry that September, where 11,000 Union troops were taken prisoner and vast amounts of valuable supplies were secured. The division’s timely arrival likely saved Lee’s army in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the division performed well in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1962) as part of Lieutenant General Thomas Jackson’s II Corps.

During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Hill’s division participated in Jackson’s flanking attack, and Hill assumed command of Jackson’s corps after Jackson was mortally wounded. Hill was himself subsequently wounded in the battle. In the reorganization of Lee’s army following Jackson’s death, Hill was promoted to lieutenant general in late May and given command of the new III Corps.

Hill and his corps participated in Lee’s second invasion of the North, which terminated in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). While Hill had performed magnificently as a brigade and divisional commander, his performance at the corps level was utterly undistinguished. The actions of his corps led to the premature start of the battle against the explicit orders of Lee, whose forces were then still dispersed. Hill was ill and largely passive for most of the next two days of fighting. On October 14, 1863, he was soundly beaten at Bristoe Station, where he took heavy casualties in frontal assaults against a Union corps that was well dug in, believing that he was attacking a Union rear guard. Hill’s troops fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), but he was again ill and relinquished command, largely missing the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) before returning to fight in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Hill participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) but was again ill in the winter of 1864–1865.

On April 2, 1865, during the final Union assault at Petersburg and only a week before Lee’s surrender, a Union soldier shot and killed Hill as he rushed forward to restore the crumbling Confederate lines. Following the war, Hill’s frequent illnesses became the subject of considerable debate. Some have attributed this to mental problems, while others contend that the illnesses were brought on by complications from venereal disease contracted while he was a West Point cadet. Hill almost certainly suffered from kidney and urinary diseases.
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Jackson, Thomas Jonathan (1824–1863)

Confederate officer. Born in Clarksburg, Virginia (now West Virginia), on January 21, 1824, Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson was orphaned while young and reared by an uncle. Securing an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, Jackson graduated in 1846. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the artillery, he served under Major General Winfield Scott in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and distinguished himself in fighting at Veracruz, Cerro Gordo, and Chapultepec. Promoted to first lieutenant in August 1847, Jackson also won brevets to captain and major. Following the war, he held assignments at military installations in New York and Florida.

Disagreements with his commander at Fort Meade, Florida, and an appointment to teach natural philosophy (physics) and artillery tactics at the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in 1851 led Jackson to leave the army shortly thereafter. He was not well liked by the VMI cadets, who believed that he was a poor teacher. In December 1859 Jackson commanded the artillery section of the VMI cadets sent as guards to John Brown’s execution.

When Virginia seceded from the Union in April 1861, Jackson, a major in the Virginia Militia, was ordered to Richmond with a detachment of VMI cadets to serve as drillmasters for the army. Promoted to colonel of infantry that April, Jackson was ordered to Harpers Ferry, Virginia, which he fortified. He was then advanced to brigadier general in the Confederate Army and assigned command of the 1st Virginia Infantry Brigade in June.
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Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson was one of the principal Southern heroes of the Civil War. His May–June 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign is considered one of the masterpieces in American military history. (National Archives)

Jackson and his troops played a key role in the defense of the Confederate railhead at Manassas Junction. In the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), the first major battle of the Civil War, Jackson defended Henry Hill from Union attack, receiving the sobriquet “Stonewall.” Appointed major general in October, he took command of Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley in November.

Ordered to occupy Union troops in the Shenandoah Valley to prevent them from reinforcing Union major general George B. McClellan’s advance on the Confederate capital of Richmond (March 1862), Jackson began his Shenandoah Valley Campaign, generally acknowledged as one of the most brilliant operations in American military history. During a span of 48 days, he marched his men some 350 miles and fought two actions, four skirmishes, and five major battles. Repulsed at Kernstown near Winchester (March 23), he was victorious at Front Royal (May 23), Winchester (May 25), Cross Keys (June 8), and Port Republic (June 9). In the process Jackson tied down three different Union commands, each of which was at least the size of his own force. This campaign made Jackson a Southern military hero.

Jackson then slipped out of the valley with his men to join General Robert E. Lee in the defense of Richmond during June 1862, fighting in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). Fatigue and unfamiliarity with the terrain prevented Jackson from carrying out Lee’s plan to corner McClellan. Jackson’s command then played a key role in the subsequent Confederate victory over Union forces under Major General John Pope in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9) and the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30). Jackson accompanied Lee in his subsequent invasion of Maryland. Jackson’s troops forced the surrender of the Union garrison at Harpers Ferry on September 15, rejoining Lee in time to participate in the bloody Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

Advanced to lieutenant general and given command of II Corps in Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in October 1862, Jackson commanded the Confederate right flank in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he helped prevent a Union breakthrough. In the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Lee, outnumbered two to one by Union forces under Major General Joseph Hooker, ordered Jackson to carry out a flanking attack against the Union right.

Jackson’s brilliant execution of the plan on May 2 caught Union forces off guard and rolled up the Union right. Only darkness prevented him from inflicting greater damage. That night Jackson and his staff, riding out in advance of Confederate lines on a reconnaissance, were mistaken on their return for Union troops and fired upon. Jackson was badly wounded, necessitating amputation of his left arm. He subsequently contracted pneumonia and died at Guinea Station, Virginia, on May 10, 1863. Jackson was buried in Lexington, Virginia.

Jackson’s death was perhaps the greatest single military personnel loss to befall the Confederacy. Personally brave and extremely self-confident and resolute, Jackson was also extremely religious, hard, and absolutely uncompromising, which contributed to numerous quarrels with subordinates. It was said of him that he lived in the New Testament but fought in the Old Testament.
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Johnston, Joseph Eggleston (1807–1891)

Confederate officer. Born in Farmville, Virginia, on February 3, 1807, Joseph Eggleston Johnston graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1829 and served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning numerous brevets. An engineer by training, he took part in John Wesley Powell’s Florida Expedition and served in varying roles with the Topographical Engineers, rising steadily through the ranks to major. In 1855 Johnston was promoted to lieutenant colonel in the new 1st Cavalry Regiment. In 1860, making use of family connections to the secretary of war, Johnston won appointment as quartermaster general of the U.S. Army with the staff rank of brigadier general.
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Confederate General Joseph Johnston had a mixed record during the war. He possessed excellent leadership qualities and was popular with his men, but President Jefferson Davis blamed him for the fall of Vicksburg and relieved him from command of the Army of Tennessee during the Atlanta Campaign. (National Archives)

When Virginia seceded, Johnston resigned his commission and went first into state and then into Confederate service as a brigadier general, commanding the defenses of the Shenandoah Valley. When Union forces threatened Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard’s Confederate army at Manassas Junction, Virginia, President Jefferson Davis ordered Johnston to take his troops to join Beauregard. The presence of Johnston’s command was the key factor in the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861).

In September 1861, Davis released his five nominations for the rank of full general. Johnston was furious to find himself fourth on the list. Confederate law stipulated that officers leaving the U.S. Army to join the Confederate Army have the same relative rank in the new service, and Johnston believed that his rank as brigadier general made him the highest-ranking U.S. general to enter Confederate service. What Johnston overlooked in the law—but Davis did not—was a stipulation that previous staff rank would count for staff appointments in the Confederate service but not for appointments to the line. Since Johnston’s Confederate appointment was to the line, his rank was based on his previous highest line rank in the U.S. service, and his standing among Confederate generals was correct. Nevertheless, Johnston sent Davis a 15-page abusive letter. Perhaps unwisely, Davis retained Johnston in his command.

In the spring of 1862, Johnston made an unforced precipitate withdrawal from the outskirts of Washington, D.C., where the Confederate army had wintered, to a position behind the Rappahannock River, causing unnecessary loss of supplies and equipment and further annoying Davis, particularly since Johnston had failed to keep the government apprised of his plans.

When Major General George McClellan’s Union army landed on the Virginia Peninsula east of Richmond, Johnston dissented strongly from Davis’s decision to defend the peninsula, preferring instead to retreat immediately to the outskirts of Richmond. In effect this is exactly what he did, retreating without fighting or informing the president of his intentions. Under strong pressure from Davis not to give up Richmond without a fight, Johnston attacked McClellan in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Late in the badly bungled attack, Johnston was wounded and had to yield command of the army.

By November when Johnston was marginally able to return to duty, General Robert E. Lee was firmly ensconced as the commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, and Davis assigned Johnston to command of the region between the Appalachians and the Mississippi River, where he was to supervise the armies of General Braxton Bragg in Tennessee and Lieutenant John C. Pemberton in Mississippi. Johnston immediately complained that the assignment was poorly conceived. As before, he did not communicate sufficiently with Davis or fulfill his responsibilities in the way the president desired. When Davis intervened with direct orders for the movement of troops, Johnston’s resentment grew.

In May 1863, Davis sent Johnston to Mississippi to direct Pemberton in the defense of the state against the Union offensive of Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Johnston went but immediately announced that he was too late and could do nothing. Throughout the siege of Vicksburg, Johnston made no effort to relieve the stronghold despite heavy reinforcements and constant urging from Richmond.

Despite his displeasure with Johnston’s performance in 1863, Davis assigned him to command the Army of Tennessee at Dalton, Georgia, after Bragg’s defeat at Chattanooga. In the months that followed, Johnston resisted Davis’s urging to take the offensive. Major General William T. Sherman’s Union armies advanced in May, and Johnston fell back again and again in the face of Sherman’s skillful turning maneuvers. By July, with Sherman on the outskirts of Atlanta and Johnston offering no assurance that he would give battle before giving up the city, Davis relieved Johnston of command.

During the closing months of the war Davis, at Lee’s behest, placed Johnston in command of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, charged with impeding Sherman’s advance northward through the Carolinas. By this time little could be done, but on March 19 Johnston launched an attack—only his second of the war—against one wing of Sherman’s forces at Bentonville, North Carolina. After limited initial success, Union troops beat off the attack, and Johnston narrowly escaped the entrapment and destruction of his army. After Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, Johnston surrendered to Sherman at Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 18, 1865.

Johnston subsequently worked in the insurance business and lived in several cities throughout the South. His 1874 memoirs were an attempt to vindicate his Civil War record. He later served two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, and he served as railroad commissioner in the first Grover Cleveland administration. Johnston died in Washington, D.C., on March 21, 1891.
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Lee, Robert Edward (1807–1870)

Confederate officer. Robert Edward Lee was born on January 19, 1807, at Stratford in Westmoreland County, Virginia, the third son of American Revolution hero Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee. Robert E. Lee graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1829 and was commissioned in the Corps of Engineers. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1836, he rose to captain in 1838 and distinguished himself in a variety of engineering assignments along the Mississippi River. Assigned to Major General Winfield Scott’s staff, Lee saw much action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), serving with distinction at Veracruz and Cerro Gordo and earning the brevet to major. After additional fighting at Contreras and Churubusco, for which he received the brevet to lieutenant colonel, he was wounded at Chapultepec, gaining a final brevet to colonel.

In 1852 Lee became superintendent at West Point, revitalizing its curriculum. In 1855 he left the academy to become lieutenant colonel of the new 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment, an elite unit stocked with future Civil War generals, and saw duty in Texas. In 1859 while on leave, Lee was called on to suppress abolitionist John Brown’s uprising at Harpers Ferry, which Lee accomplished with a company of marines. In February 1860 he assumed command of the Department of Texas, which he relinquished in December amid the growing secession crisis to rejoin his regiment. Summoned to Washington in February 1861, Lee was promoted to colonel and given charge of the 1st Cavalry on March 16.

Lee supported neither secession nor slavery, but he felt deeply obliged to support his native state of Virginia. When President Abraham Lincoln offered him command of all federal armies at the behest of general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, Lee respectfully declined and tendered his resignation in April 1861. He initially commanded all forces of Virginia with the rank of major general. By May, he was appointed a brigadier general in the regular Confederate Army, and on June 14 he became one of the original full generals in Confederate service.

Lee bungled his initial assignment to subdue the western counties of Virginia, due mostly to uncooperative subordinates. Consequently, he became known in some circles as “Granny Lee.” Confederate president Jefferson Davis, however, assigned him to improve the defenses of the southern Atlantic coast. Lee was soon back in Richmond as Davis’s military adviser, without command responsibilities. In this capacity, Lee suggested to Davis that Union pressure on Richmond might be relieved by reinforcing Major General Thomas J. Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley, which resulted in a brilliant success in the spring of 1862.

Lee’s fortunes, and those of the Confederacy, changed dramatically when he assumed command of the Army of Northern Virginia after General Joseph E. Johnston was severely wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 32–June 1, 1862). Lee immediately launched what became his tactical trademark—a relentless series of hard-hitting and punishing attacks. This offensive, known as the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), pushed Union forces away from Richmond. Union forces were never decisively defeated and Confederate losses were heavy, but Lee had correctly gauged Union major general George B. McClellan as overly cautious. In August 1862 following the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Lee caught another Union army under Major General John Pope in the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) and nearly destroyed it.

Having gained the strategic initiative, Lee then carried the war north into Maryland, and on September 17, 1862, he fought McClellan again in the Battle of Antietam. Lee fought the battle with great skill but was saved largely by McClellan’s blunders and the last-minute appearance of Major General Ambrose P. Hill’s division. The battle was a strategic defeat for the South. Nevertheless, when McClellan failed to pursue, Lincoln replaced him with Major General Ambrose Burnside.

Burnside attacked Lee in another poorly orchestrated Union effort against the Confederates occupying strong defensive positions in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). The battle was Lee’s most lopsided victory. The year ended with the Army of Northern Virginia enjoying high morale and an aura of invincibility.

In the spring of 1863, a new commander of the Army of the Potomac, Major General Joseph Hooker, attacked Lee at Chancellorsville (May 1–4). Hooker planned a double envelopment of Lee but then halted at the point of success. Lee did not hesitate and, in his most daring gamble, carried out a double envelopment of a double envelopment with a force half the size of his opponent’s. The ensuing Battle of Chancellorsville was Lee’s most brilliant victory but was a costly one for the South, with Confederate losses higher than those of the Union in percentage of forces engaged. Also, Jackson was mortally wounded, and for the remainder of the war Lee was forced to depend on less reliable subordinates.

In June 1863, Lee again led his army north into Pennsylvania. This was essentially a spoiling attack to delay another invasion of Virginia by the Union Army of the Potomac. Major General George Gordon Meade took command of the Army of the Potomac on the eve of battle, with the contending armies colliding at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863. Lee made a major mistake on the final day of the battle, July 3, committing 10 brigades in an assault across open ground against the center of the Union line. Suffering heavy losses, he retreated back to Virginia beginning on the night of July 4.

In the spring of 1864 Lee was confronted by a new adversary, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, the Union general in chief, who accompanied the Army of the Potomac in the field. Lee was now outnumbered two to one. When Grant advanced on Richmond in his Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Lee fought a series of battles with him, including the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Although Grant sustained casualties equivalent to the size of Lee’s entire army, he continued to pursue and hit Lee hard. Grant tried to get in behind Lee at Petersburg, but this effort failed, resulting in a long siege.

For nearly a year, Lee maintained his dwindling army in the trenches before Richmond and Petersburg. In February 1865 he was appointed general in chief of all Confederate forces, but by then the Southern cause was lost. The impasse ended on April 1, 1865, when Major General Philip H. Sheridan broke through Confederate lines at Five Forks. His position untenable, Lee abandoned Richmond and headed west, hoping to link up with General Joseph Johnston’s ragtag army in North Carolina. Grant, however, pursued vigorously, and the Army of Northern Virginia was cut off by Union cavalry at Appomattox Court House. Lee surrendered there with great dignity on April 9, 1865.

Following the war, Lee rejected more prestigious offers to serve as president of Washington College (now Washington and Lee University) in Lexington, Virginia. He transformed the curriculum and created the nation’s first departments of journalism and commerce. Lee also urged Southerners to put the war behind them and become loyal citizens of the United States. Lionized by both the North and the South, Lee came to be regarded as the “Marble Man,” without blemish. Others came to be blamed for his failures, such as Lieutenant General James Longstreet for Gettysburg. Lee died in Lexington on October 12, 1870.
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Scott, Winfield (1786–1866)

Union officer. Born at Laurel Branch near Petersburg, Virginia, on June 13, 1786, Winfield Scott briefly attended the College of William and Mary (1805) and then studied law. In the aftermath of the Chesapeake-Leopard Affair (June 22, 1807), Scott enlisted in a Virginia cavalry troop. In 1808 he secured a direct commission as a captain of artillery and was assigned to New Orleans. Following a letter to President Thomas Jefferson in which he sharply criticized the demonstrated incompetence of his commanding officer, Brigadier General James Wilkinson, Scott was suspended without pay for a year (1809–1810). He then returned to New Orleans (1811–1812) and was promoted to lieutenant colonel in July 1812.

Assigned to the Niagara frontier at the beginning of the War of 1812, Scott saw combat at the Battle of Queenston Heights that October and was taken prisoner. Exchanged, he was promoted to colonel in March 1813. Known as a demanding trainer who nonetheless was much concerned for the welfare of his men, in May he led the successful attack on and capture of Fort George, Ontario, where he was wounded. Promoted to brigadier general in March 1814, Scott led a brigade in Major General Jacob Brown’s invasion of Canada, distinguishing himself in July in the Battle of Chippawa and the Battle of Lundy’s Lane, in which he was wounded twice. His performance in these contests made him a national hero and won him the Thanks of Congress, a gold medal, and a brevet promotion to major general.

Following the war, Scott wrote the drill manual Infantry Tactics that became the standard on the subject in the U.S. Army for a generation. Appointed to command the Northern Department in 1815, he twice traveled to Europe to study its military establishments. In 1829 Scott assumed command of the Eastern Division. He helped smooth relations with South Carolina during the Nullification Crisis of 1832 and again showed great diplomatic skills in easing tensions with Britain over the U.S.-Canadian border in 1838 and 1839. Scott was also heavily involved in Native American affairs, negotiating the Treaty of Fort Armstrong with the Sauks and Foxes in 1832, commanding U.S. forces in 1836 in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), and overseeing the Cherokee removal in 1838.

Appointed commanding general of the U.S. Army with the rank of permanent major general in July 1841, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) Scott planned and carried out the amphibious landing at Veracruz of March 9, 1847, and the subsequent 260-mile march to Mexico City, one of the most brilliant in U.S. military history, carried out without a reverse while greatly outnumbered and deep in enemy territory. Scott’s troops occupied Mexico City on September 14. Scott ignored President James K. Polk’s orders to recommence fighting and secured peace in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848.

Scott’s performance in the war brought the Thanks of Congress and the enmity of President Polk, who set out to ruin him and removed him from his post as commanding general. Scott ran for the presidency as the Whig candidate in 1852 but carried only four states.

Brevetted lieutenant general in 1855, retroactive to 1847, Scott was sent west by President Franklin Pierce to end tensions with the British over the Puget Sound area and specifically a dispute over San Juan Island. With the sectional crisis looming, in 1860 Scott urged President James Buchanan without success to make preparations for war, to include strengthening forts in the South.

In his position as general in chief and President Abraham Lincoln’s closest military adviser, in April 1861 Scott urged the president to abandon Fort Sumter in South Carolina and Fort Pickens in Florida as indefensible. Some in the cabinet called Scott’s loyalty into question, and Lincoln authorized expeditions to resupply both without Scott’s involvement. Scott attempted without success to persuade Colonel Robert E. Lee to accept the field command of the U.S. Army in the war. Scott was also one of the few in Washington to understand that the war would be both long and difficult. Members of Congress scoffed when Scott requested 300,000 men to serve three-year enlistments rather than 90 days. The war would have proceeded quite differently had Scott’s counsel been followed.

Scott developed the strategic plan to impose a naval blockade of the Confederate coasts while training a large army to then cooperate with the navy to bisect the South along its great rivers. This so-called Anaconda Plan ultimately brought victory.

After 54 years in military service and the longest tenure as a general officer in U.S. history, Scott retired from the army in November 1861, forced out and replaced by Major General George B. McClellan. Scott moved to West Point, where he wrote his memoirs and died on May 28, 1866. Known as “Old Fuss and Feathers,” Scott loved display. A brilliant trainer, careful planner, consummate strategist, successful diplomat, and highly effective field commander, Scott ranks as one of the most important military leaders in U.S. military history.
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Stuart, James Ewell Brown (1833–1864)

Confederate officer. James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart was born at the family farm of Laurel Hill in Patrick County, Virginia, on February 6, 1833. He attended Emory and Henry College (1848–1850) but left to enter the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1854.

Commissioned in the Mounted Rifles, Stuart was assigned to Fort Davis, Texas. In 1855 he transferred to the new 1st Cavalry Regiment. He spent much of the next half decade on frontier duty in Bleeding Kansas. Stuart was promoted to first lieutenant on December 20, 1855.

In November 1859, Stuart traveled to Washington, D.C., to discuss a government contract for a hook he had invented with which to attach a saber to a cavalryman’s belt. While there, Colonel Robert E. Lee, who had been superintendent at West Point when Stuart was a cadet, requested and secured Stuart as his aide when he led a company of marines to Harpers Ferry to subdue the insurrection led by John Brown.

Stuart returned to Kansas and was promoted to captain on April 22, 1861, but with the secession of Virginia he resigned his U.S. Army commission in May and accepted a commission as a lieutenant colonel in the Virginia infantry. He then organized the 1st Virginia Cavalry Regiment at Harpers Ferry and was commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army on July 16. Stuart distinguished himself in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), when he led a charge that helped ensure the Confederate victory. Receiving command of a brigade, he was promoted to brigadier general on September 24.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Stuart was charged with determining whether the Union right flank was vulnerable to attack. Having accomplished this mission, rather than simply return to camp Stuart with his 1,200 men rode entirely around the Union army, covering 150 miles and taking a number of prisoners, horses, and supplies and helping to unnerve already cautious Union commander Major General George B. McClellan. The ride made Stuart famous throughout the South.

Stuart commanded the Army of Northern Virginia’s cavalry during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and took part in the pursuit of the withdrawing Union forces. He then fought in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1) but prematurely opened fire with an artillery piece that revealed his presence and may have cost the Confederate victory. This did not prevent Stuart from being promoted to major general on July 25, when his command was organized into the Cavalry Division, Army of Northern Virginia.

In the run-up to the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862), Stuart raided Union commander Major General John Pope’s headquarters at Catlett’s Station on August 22–23 and covered Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s advance to Bristoe Station and Manassas and aided him at the Battle of Groveton (August 28). Stuart then took part in the Confederate invasion of Maryland, culminating in the Battle of Antietam (September 17). On October 10–11, Stuart led 1,800 men in a raid on Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in an unsuccessful effort to destroy the iron bridge over Conococheague Creek but circumnavigating the Army of the Potomac for a second time. During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Stuart had command of the artillery on the Confederate right.

That winter, Stuart’s men held the Confederate line south of the Rappahannock River and provided timely intelligence to Lee on the Union crossing that culminated in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During that battle, his men helped protect Jackson’s flanking movement. When Jackson was wounded, Stuart took temporary command of his corps. On June 9, 1863, Stuart and his men were surprised by a Union attack led by Major General Alfred Pleasanton that ended in the largest cavalry battle ever fought in North America, at Brandy Station, marking the end of Stuart’s dominance in the eastern theater.

Stuart, who until this point had enjoyed Lee’s full confidence and praise, played a controversial role in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Lee assigned Stuart the task of protecting the right flank of the Army of Northern Virginia in its movement north but gave the always reliable Stuart discretionary powers. However, a large Union concentration prevented Stuart from crossing the Potomac until June 27–28, farther east than he intended. This cut him off from Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell, but rather than trying to close with Ewell, Stuart proceeded north on his own. Stuart’s reputation for reliability led Lee to mistakenly assume that the Union Army of the Potomac was still in its camps north of the Rappahannock and led to Lee being forced to fight at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Stuart arrived only on the afternoon of July 2, incurring a rebuke from Lee. Stuart’s division was then bested by Union cavalry on the third day of the battle.

After Gettysburg, the flamboyant Stuart always remained in close contact with Lee. In September Stuart’s command was organized into a corps, but Stuart did not receive the customary promotion to lieutenant general. His cavalry provided invaluable information on Union movements at the start of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864).

Stuart was mortally wounded in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864) in Virginia, when his 4,500 cavalrymen attempted to halt 10,000 Union cavalry under Major General Philip H. Sheridan. Stuart died the next day. While flamboyant, Stuart was an uncommonly able cavalry commander who excelled in reconnaissance and the employment of cavalry in support of offensive infantry operations.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/CAMPAIGNS

Bull Run, First Battle of (July 21, 1861)

First major land battle of the Civil War. With the war already under way, the Northern public and press clamoring for action, and 90-day enlistments in some volunteer regiments about to expire, President Abraham Lincoln ordered a military offensive against the Confederate capital of Richmond. He took this step against the advice of his professional military advisers, who counseled delay until Union forces could be better trained and organized.

The Union offensive was to begin with the capture of the strategically important Confederate rail intersection of Manassas Junction, Virginia, located some 29 miles southwest of the federal capital and just west of Bull Run. Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, commanding the Department of Northeastern Virginia at Washington, D.C., was to march to Manassas with 35,000 men and defeat some 22,000 members of the Confederate Army of the Potomac under Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard. As McDowell moved against the Confederates from the east, Major General Robert Patterson, commanding the Department of Pennsylvania with another 18,000 Union troops, had the important assignment of preventing Confederate troops in the Shenandoah Valley from reinforcing Beauregard from the west.

McDowell, a career staff officer with no command experience, departed Washington on July 16, but his advance was glacial. It took two days for his army to reach Centreville, to the northeast of the meandering stream of Bull Run. Here McDowell ordered a reconnaissance by Brigadier General Daniel Tyler’s division. Tyler’s troops clashed with two Confederate brigades at Blackburn’s Ford, after which McDowell spent two more days organizing his forces and developing a battle plan.

McDowell’s delay proved costly to the Union side, for it enabled Brigadier General Joseph Johnston and some 12,000 Confederates to elude Patterson and move by the Manassas Gap Railroad from the Shenandoah Valley to reinforce Beauregard. This was the first troop movement by rail in U.S. history. Patterson did not learn of the Confederate movement until July 20, and by then all of Johnston’s men except one brigade had joined Beauregard.

The First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas opened early on the morning on July 21, 1861. Each commander planned to carry out an envelopment of the eastern flank of the other, with McDowell attempting to cut off Beauregard from reinforcement from the west and Beauregard attempting to sever McDowell’s line of communications to Washington. Both plans proved difficult for poorly trained troops to execute. In any case, inadequate orders delayed execution of the Confederate attack. By 2:00 a.m. on July 21, McDowell had some 12,000 men moving west on the Warrenton Pike to a ford on Bull Run at Sudley Springs. At 5:00 a.m., Union artillery beyond Bull Run opened up on the Confederate lines as Union infantry there feigned an attack south from Centreville against the eight-mile-long Confederate defensive line.

Already three hours behind schedule, the Union flanking attack began with apparent promise. Confederate scouts had, however, detected the Union movement and reported it, allowing Beauregard to rush reinforcements from the Confederate right to the threatened northwest some miles distant. Battle was fully joined in midmorning, with Confederate troops under Colonel Nathan G. Evans bearing the brunt of the Union assault. Beauregard’s reinforcements arrived on the battlefield piecemeal, but Confederate troops under Brigadier General Bernard E. Bee and Colonel Francis S. Bartow managed to hold against the disjointed Union attacks until noon. Union numbers then began to tell as the Confederates were driven back to Henry House Hill. A Union victory appeared in the offing, with only a Virginia brigade under Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson and South Carolinians led by Colonel Wade Hampton holding formation. Exhorting his disoriented soldiers to stand firm, Bee saw Jackson’s positions and shouted to his men, “Look, there’s Jackson standing like a stone wall. Rally behind the Virginians.” Shortly thereafter Bee was mortally wounded, but he had given Jackson his famous sobriquet of “Stonewall.”

Halted by the steady stream of Confederate reinforcements, the Federals now regrouped. For two hours the battle raged back and forth with charges and countercharges. Beauregard and Johnston both arrived on the scene to take personal charge of the Confederate defense, and Beauregard directed a counterattack across Henry House Hill, which captured Union batteries and by 4:00 p.m. had sent Union troops reeling back. At first the Union withdrawal was orderly, but then an artillery shell tore into a wagon on Cub Run Bridge, causing a bottleneck on the main route to Centreville. The retreat then became a confused, panicky stampede back to Washington. Adding to the confusion and congestion were the numerous carriages of the civilians who had come out of Washington to witness what they expected to be a major Union victory.

This significant tactical victory was a great boost to Southern morale and garnered the Confederates a sizable collection of discarded Union weapons and supplies. The battle hardly changed the strategic situation, however, for the Southerners were themselves little better organized than their opponents and in any case were incapable of a major offensive against Washington. Union casualties in the battle numbered 2,896: 460 killed, 1,124 wounded, and 1,312 missing or deserted. Southern casualties were 1,982: 387 killed, 1,582 wounded, and 13 missing. The casualty totals were modest by the standards of the war’s future engagements, but both sides now realized that more resources would be necessary to secure victory in the war.
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Hampton Roads, Battles of (March 8 and 9, 1862)

Naval engagements featuring the first clash between ironclad warships. The Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8 and 9, 1862) occurred against the backdrop of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Union major general George B. McClellan’s plan to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond by a move up the peninsula between the James and York Rivers. Union ships gathered in Hampton Roads, however, were now threatened with destruction by the Confederate ironclad Virginia.

The casemated Virginia was the reincarnation of the U.S. Navy steam frigate Merrimack, burned and scuttled at the Norfolk Navy Yard in April 1861. The Virginia mounted 10 guns (6 IX-inch Dahlgrens and 2 6.4-inch single-banded Brooke rifles in broadside and 2 7-inch single-banded Brooke rifles in pivot mounts at bow and stern). It also boasted a 1,500-pound ram but had inadequate and unreliable engines and steering so sluggish that it took 30–40 minutes and four miles to bring the ship about 180 degrees. An error in calculating its displacement also meant that the ship rode too high in the water, and in places its armor protection barely extended to the waterline.

Flag Officer Franklin Buchanan, commanding Confederate naval defenses on the James, took charge of the ship and its crew of 320 men, including 55 marines. Buchanan was determined to drive the Union ships from Fort Monroe, and as soon as the Virginia was ready, at 11:00 a.m. on March 8, 1862, he sortied from Norfolk. Conditions were ideal. The day was clear and bright, and the water was calm.

In addition to his flagship, Buchanan had two small steamer tenders, the Beaufort and Raleigh, mounting a total of 3 guns. He also had the three gunboats of Commander John Randolph Tucker’s James River Squadron: the steamers Patrick Henry and Jamestown (each with 10 guns) and the former tug Teaser (1 gun). These six Confederate ships mounting 35 guns faced Union ships mounting 204 heavy guns. The larger Union ships were the screw frigates Minnesota (40 guns) and Roanoke (40 guns), the sailing frigates Congress (50 guns) and St. Lawrence (50 guns), and the razee (cut-down) sailing sloop Cumberland (24 guns).
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Currier & Ives lithograph of the Battle of Hampton Roads on March 9, 1862, between USS Monitor and CSS Virginia—the first engagement between ironclad warships in history. (Library of Congress)

At about 1:30 p.m. on March 8 the Virginia rounded Sewell’s Point and entered Hampton Roads, the large basin into which the James, Nansemond, and Elizabeth Rivers empty before Chesapeake Bay. Union troops occupied its northern shore: Newport News, Hampton, and Fort Monroe. Confederate forces held the southern shore, including Norfolk and Portsmouth. Although the roadstead is seven miles across, the Virginia required at least 22 feet of water to operate, and this effectively confined it to an area never more than two miles across.

The Union crews had ample time to prepare, as it took the Virginia more than an hour to steam across the roads. The two nearest Union ships, the Cumberland and Congress, were the first likely targets. At 2:20 p.m., the little Beaufort opened the battle with a shot from its lone 32-pounder against the Congress. Buchanan, meanwhile, ordered the Virginia to make for the Cumberland. Unfortunately the tide shifted, with the Cumberland’s stern facing the oncoming Virginia and few of the Cumberland’s guns able to bear.

Buchanan opened fire at about 1,500 yards. A shell from the Virginia’s bow 7-inch Brooke pivot gun caused considerable damage and casualties on the Cumberland. When the Virginia came abreast of the Congress, the Union ship loosed a broadside, without effect, while the Virginia’s response from its four starboard guns caused extensive damage and casualties on the Congress. Buchanan continued for the Cumberland, however.

Fearful that even at six knots his ship might strike too hard and become embedded in the Union sloop’s wooden hull, at about 50 yards’ distance Buchanan ordered the Virginia’s engines stopped, and the ironclad glided forward on momentum, striking the Cumberland at almost right angles on its starboard side. The ram tore a gaping hole below the waterline, and the Cumberland began to sink. It almost took the ironclad with it, but when the pressure became too great, the ram twisted off in the Union ship as the Virginia’s 17-foot propeller pulled the ironclad away. The Cumberland, which sustained 121 dead, continued to fire against the ironclad, even as it sank, eliciting admiration from the Confederates.

Buchanan then turned his ship to attack the Congress. Although the Virginia was only several hundred yards away from the Cumberland, because of its deep draft and poor steering it took the ironclad nearly half an hour to come about. Meanwhile, Lieutenant Joseph B. Smith, captain of the Congress, ordered the armed tug Zouave to tow his ship into shallower water under the protection of Union batteries at Newport News. This action prevented the Virginia from ramming. Unfortunately for Smith, the tide swung the stern of the Congress so that only two of its guns could bear on the Virginia. At the same time the Raleigh and Beaufort maintained a steady fire, keeping the Congress’s gun crews occupied. At about 4:00 p.m., the Virginia was at last in position. At the same time, the three James River Squadron ships exited the river and began exchanging fire with Union shore batteries at Newport News.

Buchanan positioned his ship about 150 yards off the stern of the Congress and opened a deadly raking fire. In short order 100 men, a quarter of the Congress’s crew, were casualties. Both of the Union ship’s stern guns were soon disabled, and Lieutenant Smith was killed, decapitated by a shell fragment. Still, the Congress took nearly an hour of punishment before it struck.

When the Congress surrendered, Buchanan directed that the Beaufort and Raleigh take off the prisoners and burn the ship. But as this was being effected, Union troops on shore several hundred yards away opened up with small arms. Several Confederates were killed, and Lieutenant William H. Parker of the Beaufort was among others wounded. Parker ordered the Beaufort to cast off and move to safety. Thirty prisoners were aboard, but the Beaufort suffered some 10 casualties from the Union shore fire. Buchanan was furious at Parker for not burning the Union ship but was also incensed at what he considered a breach of the laws of the sea, although the Union troops on shore certainly had not surrendered.

Lieutenant Robert Minor of the Virginia then set out for the Congress in one of the ironclad’s boats. Despite a white flag, he too came under fire and was wounded. He then ordered the boat back to the ironclad. Buchanan believed that the fire was coming from the Congress, which was not true, and he ordered the Virginia’s gunners to set it alight with hot shot.

The excitable Buchanan also climbed to the exposed deck of the Virginia and began firing at the troops on shore with a musket. Hit in the thigh by a musket ball, he was carried below and was forced to transfer command to Lieutenant Catesby ap Roger Jones. Jones carried out Buchanan’s order to continue firing hot shot into the Congress until it was alight. Sometime after 5:00 p.m., the Congress was engulfed in flames.

The Virginia’s pilots now insisted that the ship return to its base before dark or risk running aground. The tide had receded, and the ironclad would be restricted to the channel. The Virginia was also leaking at the bow, and its crew was exhausted. Given the circumstances, Jones agreed, confident that he could complete his work the next day.

The battle had been a Confederate triumph. The Virginia had destroyed two major Union warships, with 250 men dead, 75 wounded, and 26 captured. Confederate losses were only 2 dead and 8 wounded. Although the Virginia had been struck more than 100 times, damage to the ship was minor. At about 8:00 p.m., the Virginia dropped anchor off Sewell’s Point.

That same evening, the Union ironclad Monitor arrived in the roads. Designed by John Ericsson, the Monitor—like the Virginia—was only just commissioned. The Monitor mounted but two guns (XI-inch Dahlgren smoothbores) in a single large turret protected by 8 inches of iron plate. With only 18 inches of freeboard, the ship resembled a hat floating on the water. Lieutenant John L. Worden commanded 10 officers and 48 seamen. The men were exhausted from their two-day trip south from New York, during which the ironclad had nearly foundered on several occasions.

At about 9:00 p.m. the Monitor pulled alongside the frigate Roanoke, where Worden conferred with Captain John Marston, the senior Union officer in the roadstead. Marston ordered Worden to defend the Minnesota, and at 1:00 a.m. on March 9 the Monitor anchored alongside the grounded Union flagship. Shortly thereafter, fires on the Congress reached the magazine, and that ship blew up. Few men on the Monitor slept that night.

At about 6:00 a.m. on March 9, the Virginia got under way. The sea was again calm, and the day was clear. Jones ordered the Virginia to make for the Union flagship. At 8:00 a.m. when the Virginia and its consorts steamed into the main channel, Worden immediately ordered battle preparations. The Monitor was far more maneuverable than the Virginia but was also only a fraction of the Confederate ship’s size and was heavily outgunned. There must have been serious doubts aboard the Monitor as to whether it would prove to be a worthy opponent.

Jones intended to ignore the Union ironclad until he had finished off the Minnesota with hot shot. At about one mile from the grounded Union ship, Jones commenced fire. Almost immediately, a round struck the Minnesota and started a fire. Shot from the Minnesota’s stern guns simply ricocheted off the Virginia’s armor. Worden now set the Monitor straight for the Virginia.

The Minnesota and the Virginia exchanged fire until the Monitor had closed the range. Its small pilothouse forward prevented the Union ironclad’s guns from firing directly forward, so Worden conned the Monitor parallel to the Virginia. At 8:45, the Monitor fired the first shot of the battle.

The duel lasted three and a half hours. This time the Virginia’s consorts were only spectators, for the Monitor’s heavy guns would have made short work of them. The battle was fought at very close range, from a few yards to more than 100 yards.

The Virginia ran hard aground and the Monitor, with half the draft, was able to circle its antagonist and fire at will. With the Virginia’s very survival now at stake and its boiler safety valves tied shut to provide maximum steam, the Virginia at length pulled free.

Following two hours of battle, Worden disengaged to resupply with ammunition, which had to be hoisted up from a storage bin belowdecks through a scuttle that required the ship to be stationary. Jones took advantage of the respite to try to sink the Minnesota, but shoal water halted the Virginia almost a mile away from its target. Nonetheless, shot from its guns did damage the Union flagship. The Monitor then returned, and the struggle resumed.

With his fire having no apparent effect and unaware of the loss of his own ship’s ram, Jones decided to ram and then board the Union ship. Seeing a chance, Jones ordered his ship forward at full steam, but Worden was able to turn the more nimble Monitor aside, and it received only a glancing blow. The attempt actually hurt the Virginia more, opening up another hull leak. The Virginia also sustained damage from the 20 hits that registered from 41 180-pound shells fired by the Monitor. In places, the wooden backing behind the armor plate on the Confederate vessel was cracked and splintered. Although the more numerous Confederate guns fired many more shot and shells than did the Monitor, only 24 struck, and the only results were dents in the Monitor’s armor.

A few minutes after noon, Worden’s attempt to ram the stern of the Virginia ended in a near miss. Just as the Union ship passed the stern of the Virginia, a 7-inch shell exploded in a direct hit on the Monitor’s pilothouse, stunning and temporarily blinding Worden. He ordered the Monitor to sheer off to assess damage. Twenty-two-year-old Executive Officer Samuel Greene took command. Jones, meanwhile, decided to return to Norfolk for repairs. Greene declined to pursue, pursuant to his orders to protect the Minnesota. Each side claimed victory.

The battle was in fact a draw. Aboard the Monitor, Worden was the only serious casualty, while the Virginia sustained 2 dead and 19 wounded. The fight might have gone differently had the Virginia concentrated its fire on the Monitor’s pilothouse, a difficult target in the best of conditions, or if solid shot or bolts had been available for the rifled guns. On the other hand, the Monitor’s fire should have been directed at its opponent’s waterline. Also, its guns should have employed 30-pound powder charges instead of the 15-pound charges decreed. Following an 1844 gun explosion, the Navy Department had decreed that no gun could be fired with a powder charge more than half that for which it had been designed. This order was revoked only after the Monitor-Virginia engagement. Ericsson was furious. He claimed that had the Monitor taken up position at a range of 200 yards with its guns exactly level and fired with the 30-pound charges he had sought, the shot would have gone clear through the Virginia.

Tactically, the engagement between the two ironclads was a Northern victory. The Monitor had saved the flagship Minnesota and ensured the safety of the Union transports and supply ships and hence continuation of the Peninsula Campaign. But the South could claim a strategic victory, for as long as the Virginia remained in being, Norfolk and Richmond were safe from Union warships, and the Virginia’s mere presence acted as a brake on McClellan’s drive toward Richmond.

Although the battle between the two ironclads was not renewed, it did signal a new era in naval warfare. The first time that ironclad vessels had fought one another, the battle gave new impetus to the revolution in naval warfare then in progress. Both ships also became models for ironclad construction on their respective sides.
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Seven Pines, Battle of (May 31–June 1, 1862)

Engagement of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Battle of Seven Pines, also known as the Battle of Fair Oaks and the Battle of Fair Oaks Station, occurred in Henrico County east of the city of Richmond, Virginia. By May 14, U.S. major general George B. McClellan’s 103,000-man Army of the Potomac had reached its advanced base on the Pamunkey River only 20 miles from the goal of Richmond. Opposing it was General Joseph E. Johnston’s 60,000-man Confederate Army of the Potomac. Despite his overwhelming strength, McClellan now halted to await the arrival from Fredericksburg of Major General Irwin McDowell’s 30,000-man corps, which had been recalled by President Abraham Lincoln because of the threat to Washington posed by Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862).

McClellan’s army was then extended in a great sideways “V” shape, with the upper leg stretching out to meet McDowell while the lower leg reached just beyond Fair Oaks Station, within five miles of Richmond. Union troops were on both sides of the Chickahominy River: three corps on the north shore to protect the Union supply line and facilitate a linkup with McDowell and two corps south of it. North of the river were V Corps, commanded by Brigadier General Fitz John Porter; VI Corps, under Brigadier General William B. Franklin; and II Corps, commanded by Brigadier General Edwin V. Sumner. South of the river were IV Corps, under Major General Erasmus D. Keyes, and III Corps, under Major General Samuel P. Heintzelman.

General Johnston, having been informed that the Union threat from the north posed by McDowell’s corps had evaporated with its recall, planned to send the vast bulk of his army against the Union III and IV Corps on the south bank of the Chickahominy, now isolated from the main part of the Union army by the flooded river. Keyes’s IV Corps in particular was in an exposed position close to the Confederate lines. If Johnston’s men could defeat IV Corps, they would be in position to pin III Corps against the river and destroy it as well.

The plan had an excellence chance of success if executed properly, but Johnston’s orders were both confusing and contradictory. Major General James Longstreet, commanding the Confederate right wing, was to carry the brunt of the attack. Conditions for both sides were made worse by a heavy thunderstorm on the night of May 30 that swept away most of the Union bridges and turned the roads into quagmires.

The battle began on May 31. Although two Confederate columns came together on the Williamsburg Road, limiting the attack to a narrow front, Longstreet’s men drove back IV Corps, inflicting heavy casualties. Only the timely arrival of Brigadier General John Sedgwick’s division of Sumner’s II Corps, which managed to get across the raging river, staved off disaster. Fighting ended at dusk. Confederate attacks resumed the next day, June 1, but the Federals had now brought up additional reinforcements, and the attackers made little progress and indeed were forced to withdraw under Union counterattacks. The Confederates then retired to the Richmond defenses. McClellan did not pursue. Each side had committed about 42,000 men to the fight. Casualties were heavy. The Union sustained 5,031 casualties (790 killed, 3,594 wounded, and 647 captured or missing), while the Confederates suffered 6,134 losses (980 killed, 4,749 wounded, and 405 captured or missing).

The battle marked a significant turning point in the war. The largest battle of the eastern theater to that point, it was a tactical victory for the Union side in that the Army of the Potomac had held. But the Battle of Seven Pines unnerved the already overly cautious McClellan, always reluctant to commit his men, and saw the end of his Richmond offensive. Also, Johnston was severely wounded on the evening of May 31. He was succeeded by Major General Gustavus W. Smith, but Smith’s indecisive direction of the fighting the next day led Confederate president Jefferson Davis on June 1 to name General Robert E. Lee commander of the Confederate Army of the Potomac, which then became the Army of Northern Virginia.
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Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862)

Series of battles fought outside of Richmond, Virginia, that were part of the larger Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Seven Days’ Campaign included six major battles and numerous other smaller engagements that pitted General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia against the numerically superior Army of the Potomac, commanded by Union major general George B. McClellan.

The Seven Days’ Campaign is frequently neglected in Civil War scholarship but was important for many reasons. The campaign reversed the momentum of the war, doomed McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign, and saved Richmond from a Union occupation. Indeed, within a few months, Lee had taken the war into the North with an invasion of Maryland. The Seven Days’ Campaign also showcased the considerable abilities of Lee, who only took charge of the army on June 1, and witnessed the emergence of the Army of Northern Virginia as a formidable offensive fighting force.

In the early spring of 1862, McClellan proposed taking Richmond not in an overland campaign as President Abraham Lincoln sought but instead by taking advantage of Union control of the sea, moving the Army of the Potomac by water to the Virginia Peninsula, and then marching westward on the Confederate capital, at which time a corps under Major General Irwin McDowell, held back at the insistence of President Lincoln to protect Washington, would be released to join McClellan for the final assault. McClellan’s campaign suffered from constant delays, and he became known as the “Virginia Creeper” for his glacial advance. He was hoodwinked and delayed in a siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3) and his advance was blunted at Williamsburg (May 5), but by mid-May the Union army seemed poised to close in on Richmond.

Meanwhile Lee, then military adviser to Confederate president Jefferson Davis, supervised construction of impressive field fortifications to protect Richmond’s eastern flank. McClellan brought up heavy artillery and fortified his positions east of the city, hoping to shell Richmond and its defenders into submission. General Joseph General E. Johnston, commanding Confederate forces outside of Richmond, chose to strike at one isolated section of the Union army and destroy it before reinforcements could arrive and McClellan’s artillery could be put in place.

The resulting engagement at Seven Pines (May 31–June 1) was a confused, poorly managed battle with no clear victor. Johnston was severely wounded, but the carnage seemed to unnerve McClellan and only reinforced his overly cautious nature. He also dithered, waiting for McDowell’s corps to be released, but Lincoln held it back in light of the success of Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s brilliant Shenandoah Valley Campaign. On June 1 Davis named Lee to take over for Johnston, and Lee decided to strike with full force with the aim of not just driving the Union army away but also destroying it. Recalling Jackson from the Shenandoah Valley, Lee prepared to move with 97,000 men against McClellan, with 103,000 men.

On June 25, McClellan advanced with Major General Joseph Hooker’s division of III Corps south of the Chickahominy River in an attempt to seize a position from which to bombard Richmond. In the ensuing Battle of Oak Grove, the Confederate division of Major General Benjamin Huger gave ground grudgingly, with McClellan gaining very little in the day’s action. Lee meanwhile massed most of his army north of the river for an attack on Brigadier General Fitz John Porter’s isolated V Corps.

Lee’s first attack came on June 26 at Mechanicsville, or Beaver Dam Creek. The Union army was divided by the Chickahominy River and thus was vulnerable. This began a solid week of relentless combat, and neither army had experienced anything like it. Leaving only a small force to defend the direct routes to Richmond, Lee struck McClellan’s army with overwhelming force. The Confederates took heavy casualties, attacking across swampy ground, but the Union defenders pulled back the next day.

The next day, June 27, an even bigger battle took place at Gaines’ Mill, where Union defenders took advantage of high ground overlooking Boatswain’s Swamp. Again, the Confederates attacked and endured heavy losses. They finally reached the hill’s crest, broke through at sunset, and won a pyrrhic victory. That night V Corps withdrew across the Chickahominy to join the rest of McClellan’s army.

This sudden and relentless onslaught by Lee further unnerved McClellan, and he shifted from an offensive stance to one that would simply save his army from destruction. McClellan decided to pull his scattered army back and move to the James, where the Union Navy could supply him and provide fire support from its warships.

The next battle was fought on June 29 at Savage’s Station, as Lee’s army now crossed to the south side of the Chickahominy. It was another day of Confederate attacks and Union retreat that ended inconclusively, but McClellan continued his withdrawal. The best chance for Lee to defeat McClellan’s army was at White Oak Swamp and Glendale, on June 30. In savage fighting there the Confederates came close to breaking the Union lines, but the defenders held on, bringing reinforcements into the fight that lasted into the night. The engagement ended with no clear victor.

The final battle of the campaign occurred on July 1 at Malvern Hill. There Union artillery occupied the high ground, supported by several corps of infantry. Again, poor coordination doomed the Confederates as they mounted several attacks over open ground and took frightening losses, giving McClellan’s forces a victory.

Following that engagement, McClellan pulled back to prepared positions at Harrison’s Landing on the James River. Total losses for the Seven Days’ Campaign were 15,853 for the Union (1,734 killed, 8,066 wounded and 6,053 missing or captured); and 20,141 for the Confederates (3,286 killed, 15,909 wounded, and 946 missing or captured). During the campaign, Lee firmly established his reputation for aggressiveness and risk taking. He not only relieved Richmond but also gained the initiative in the eastern theater, although at a very high cost. Lee was also able to learn from his mistakes. He regrouped his divisions, bolstered his staff, and got rid of several ineffective commanders. McClellan, on the other hand, continued to cause controversy, blaming others—including the Lincoln administration—for his woes and repeatedly requesting more troops. McClellan’s performance contributed to the decision to replace him.
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Chancellorsville, Battle of (May 1–4, 1863)

Major engagement in northern Virginia. In December 1862 at Fredericksburg, Virginia, on the Rappahannock River, Confederate general Robert E. Lee had won his most one-sided victory of the war, shattering Union major general Ambrose Burnside’s Army of the Potomac and inflicting Union casualties of nearly 11,000 men, against Confederate casualties of only 4,600. With morale in the Army of the Potomac at a nadir, on January 25, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln replaced Burnside with one of his most outspoken critics, Major General Joseph “Fighting Joe” Hooker. The aggressive and boastful Hooker, who had long sought the position, retrained the army, reorganized it, and built its esprit de corps, which involved among other things the adoption of distinctive corps badges.

Lee, meanwhile, kept his forces in position below the Rappahannock. With Lincoln urging another advance on Richmond, Hooker planned to cross the Rappahannock River to the west of Fredericksburg and assault Lee’s left and rear at Chancellorsville. Hooker had 134,000 men, while Lee had fewer than 61,000. Hooker sought to utilize his greatly superior numbers to hold Lee in place by ordering a large force under Major General John Sedgwick to demonstrate against Lee at Fredericksburg.

Hooker began his march westward on April 27, 1863, and two days later the army was across the Rappahannock. On April 30 Hooker’s troops entered the Wilderness, an area of thick woods and underbrush 10 miles west of Fredericksburg. By that evening, 75,000 Union troops occupied areas to Lee’s rear, while Sedgwick with 40,000 men threatened the Confederates at Fredericksburg.

Then in the midst of this offensive, Hooker suddenly halted his advance to consolidate and see what Lee would do, thereby forfeiting the initiative. Hooker had also erred in sending 10,000 Union cavalry under Major General George Stoneman in a wide sweep south, below Fredericksburg, in order to destroy Confederate supply depots. This uncovered the Union right wing and denied Hooker vital intelligence regarding Lee’s movements.

Lee responded with a risky maneuver. Learning from his cavalry commander, Major General J. E. B. Stuart, that Hooker’s right flank was “in the air,” Lee planned a double envelopment. It was, in fact, a military masterpiece in which a small force attempted to surround a much larger one. With about 17,000 men, Lee would demonstrate in front of the Union line to hold Hooker in place in the Wilderness, while in a daring gamble, Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson with 28,000 men would march around the Union right flank. Success rested on Hooker’s failure to exploit the Confederate separation or determine Jackson’s intentions.

Jackson set off on May 2, with the march taking most of the day. His force was detected disengaging, but this was taken to mean that Lee was about to withdraw. Hooker ordered Major General Daniel Sickles, commander of III Corps, to attack Lee’s main line. Sickles’s halfhearted advance, however, further weakened the Union line.

Jackson’s blow at about 5:30 p.m. came as a complete surprise. It fell on the far Union right flank, where Major General Oliver O. Howard, commander of XI Corps, had failed to make any defensive preparations, despite Hooker’s instructions that he do so. Their line enfiladed, the Union troops were sent reeling back in confusion. Darkness, increasing Union resistance, and the loss of Confederate unit cohesion in the heavily wooded Wilderness all prevented a Union catastrophe. That evening, Jackson was shot by his own men in the woods while reconnoitering. He died of complications from his wound on May 10. On May 3, however, Stuart, who replaced Jackson, resumed the Confederate attack, further constricting Hooker’s lines.

Meanwhile, a second part to the battle was unfolding, sometimes known as the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863). On the night of May 2, Hooker ordered Sedgwick to attack. Sedgwick, although having four times Major General Jubal A. Early’s 10,000 Confederates, had believed himself outnumbered and had not moved from the Fredericksburg heights. On May 3, Sedgwick advanced with 25,000 men from Fredericksburg, broke through the Confederate positions, and advanced against Early’s Confederates at Salem Church.

Lee now feinted again. Leaving just a small force facing Hooker’s main body, Lee turned east to deal with the new threat. Hooker vastly outnumbered Lee but did nothing, while Sedgwick, surrounded on three sides and unaided, was forced to retire back across the Rappahannock during the night of May 4.

On May 5, Hooker withdrew his army back across the Rappahannock. The battle was over. Although Chancellorsville was Lee’s military masterpiece, he failed to exploit his opportunity, as Hooker was able to withdraw his army in good order. This also might have been the South’s costliest victory. Union casualties were far higher than those for the Confederates—17,197 to 12,764—but the Union losses amounted to 13 percent of effectives, while the Confederate casualties counted 21 percent and would be much more difficult for the Confederates to replace than would losses for the Union. Particularly grievous was the loss of Jackson. The Army of Northern Virginia was never quite the same without him, and Lee sorely missed Jackson in the Battle of Gettysburg two months later.
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Wilderness, Battle of the (May 5–7, 1864)

The first engagement of the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Promoted to lieutenant general and given command of all Union armies in March 1864, Ulysses S. Grant perceived capturing population centers and occupying Southern territory as subsidiary objectives. He instead focused on destroying Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Unlike many senior officers before him in the eastern theater, Grant could accept heavy losses if they meant generating casualties that his enemy was less able to withstand. This sort of resolve had impressed President Abraham Lincoln since the early stages of the conflict.

Having ordered Major General William T. Sherman to confront the Army of the Tennessee and drive on Atlanta, Grant headquartered with the Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General George Meade, in Virginia. The plan for a spring offensive entailed surrounding Lee with three armies. Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James would advance up the James River against Petersburg to threaten the Confederate capital of Richmond from the southeast. Major General Franz Sigel, commanding the Department of West Virginia, was charged with taking Confederate railheads at Staunton and Lynchburg, while Brigadier Generals George Crook and William W. Averell led forces against the Shenandoah Valley from the west. Grant, with the main Union Army of the Potomac, would drive on Richmond from the north, confronting Lee and destroying his army of some 65,000 men.
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Federal troops of the Army of the Potomac occupy the north bank of North Anna River, Virginia, during the Battle of the Wilderness, May 5–7, 1864, during Union general-in-chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s drive on Richmond. (Library of Congress)

On May 4 the 120,000-man Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan River and entered a densely wooded area known as the Wilderness, located west of Fredericksburg. Grant hoped to reach open ground rapidly to engage Lee on ideal terms. But Lee recognized that the swamps, crude roads, and virtually impassable thickets of the approximately 70 square miles of the Wilderness could negate the Union advantage in manpower.

Although Lee preferred to wait for Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps to join him from the south, the opportunity to utilize ideal defensive terrain proved too tantalizing to ignore. The two armies collided under particularly chaotic conditions. Units flailed about blindly as smoke enveloped an already confusing battlefield. Officers could not maintain the tactical picture to capitalize on enemy weaknesses in such limited visibility. Cavalry and artillery were useless in their customary roles. Disoriented soldiers often fired on their comrades and wandered out of formation. Brush and dry timber caught fire, and wounded men were burned alive. The first day of battle, May 5, ended inconclusively, with neither commander willing to withdraw.

The Confederates skirted disaster on May 6 as Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s corps was breaking under an assault led by Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps. But Longstreet’s reinforcements now began to arrive from their forced march. At a clearing on the Widow Tapp farm, Lee made a personal appeal to the exhausted men of the Texas Brigade to follow him into action. The troops agreed only after the revered Virginian consented to remove himself from danger on the field. The Texans forced back Hancock’s men and bought time for Hill to regroup. But the Confederates had no luck in pressing their advantage. Longstreet was seriously wounded in the neck as some of his units opened fire on one another. The death of Brigadier General Micah Jenkins and a fresh blaze along the line of Confederate advance further blunted the Southern counterattack.

On the other end of the battlefield, the Confederates squandered an opportunity when a brigade led by Brigadier General John B. Gordon was belatedly ordered to attack, capturing several hundred Union soldiers before nightfall terminated the fighting. Gordon subsequently maintained that a timely assault could have turned the battle into a rout. Instead, the engagement ended in a draw, with Union forces suffering nearly 18,000 total casualties, while the Confederates suffered at least 7,500. After a day of skirmishing on May 7, the two sides continued to engage one another as Grant maneuvered toward Spotsylvania Court House in an attempt to place his army between Lee’s force and Richmond. Lee managed to beat Grant to Spotsylvania, setting the stage for their next major battle.
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Cold Harbor, Battle of (May 31–June 12, 1864)

Costly Union defeat during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant accompanied Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac in the field as it dueled with Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in an effort to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond. Beginning on May 28, 1864, Grant had endeavored to outflank Lee to the southeast, but Lee had moved faster than expected, established defensive positions, and rebuffed Grant in the Battle of Totopotomoy Creek (May 28–30, 1864). Again Grant ordered a flanking maneuver south, this time toward the town of Cold Harbor in Hanover County northeast of Richmond, Virginia, in an effort to turn Lee’s right flank.

On May 31 Union major general Philip H. Sheridan, commanding the Army of the Potomac’s cavalry corps of three divisions with 10,000 men, seized the key crossroads of Old Cold Harbor, some 10 miles northeast of Richmond. Armed with Spencer repeating carbines and having thrown up shallow earthworks, on June 1 the cavalrymen were able to hold their position against attacking Confederate infantry. That same day reinforcements arrived from both Totopotomoy Creek and Richmond to bolster the Confederate lines, and later that day the Union VI and XVIII Corps also arrived at Cold Harbor. Union attacks that day against the entrenched Confederates west of the crossroads enjoyed limited success.

By June 2, both armies were fully in place. Grant fielded some 108,000 men, while Lee, reinforced by 14,000 men drawn from the Shenandoah Valley and from operations along the James River, commanded some 59,000 troops. The lines extended over some seven miles of low ridgelines from Totopotomoy Creek to the north to the Chickahominy River to the south. Meade and Grant both believed that a concentrated attack on some portion of the Confederate line would be successful. Meanwhile, Lee took advantage of the delay to strengthen his earthen and log defenses.

Beginning at 4:30 a.m. on June 3, Grant hurled three corps—II Corps, commanded by Major General Winfield S. Hancock, and XVIII Corps, under Major General William F. “Baldy” Smith, followed by IX Corps, under Major General Ambrose Burnside—in frontal assaults against the southern portion of the Confederate entrenchments, held by Major General Richard H. Anderson’s I Corps and a division under Major General John C. Breckinridge. Within a matter of minutes the Federals suffered some 7,000 casualties, the most lopsided Union losses since the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In his memoirs, Grant admitted that he had made a major mistake in ordering the attack.

The two armies continued to confront one another until June 12, when Grant ordered yet another effort to flank Lee’s line to the southeast, marching to the James River and crossing it on June 14–15 by boat and then pontoon bridges in order to threaten Petersburg, south of Richmond.

Cold Harbor was one of the bloodiest battles of the war. Casualty estimates vary widely, but the numbers of dead, wounded, and prisoners/missing were probably on the order of some 13,000 for the Union to 4,600 for the Confederates.
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Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865)

Ten-month-long struggle to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond. The Petersburg Campaign saw the longest siege in American military history. It was not a siege in the strict definition of the term in which supply lines were completely cut, nor was the campaign strictly limited to Petersburg, for the Union goal was the capture of the Confederate capital of Richmond, and there was considerable fighting over a wide area. The campaign might best be called the longest sustained operation of the war. The Petersburg Campaign also saw the largest concentration of African American troops during the conflict.

Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who assumed the position of general in chief of the Union Army in March 1864, immediately began planning a general spring offensive that would apply pressure on Confederate forces on all fronts. Major General William T. Sherman was to take Atlanta, while Major General Nathaniel P. Banks would try to take Mobile. In Virginia, Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac of more than 100,000 men would drive south from Culpeper on Richmond, while Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s 36,000-man Army of the James would move up the south bank of the James and cut General Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army of Northern Virginia off from the lower South. Brigadier generals George Crook and William W. Averell would move against the Shenandoah Valley from the west, while Major General Franz Sigel was to move south in the Shenandoah and seize the railheads of Staunton and Lynchburg. To confront Grant, Lee had some 60,000 men and was supported by General P. G. T. Beauregard with 30,000 men in the Richmond-Petersburg area.

In the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Grant hoped to bring Lee into decisive battle, destroy the Army of Northern Virginia, and capture the Confederate capital. The Overland Campaign commenced on May 4, when the Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan River and moved against Lee. Its associated Virginia campaigns had mixed results, however. Sigel met defeat in the Battle of New Market on May 15 and was shortly thereafter replaced by Major General David Hunter, but Crook and Averell were able to cut the rail line from Tennessee to Virginia.

The Overland Campaign involved a series of sanguinary battles, commencing with the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and extending through the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), during which Grant repeatedly tried but failed to turn Lee’s flank. The fighting was extremely costly, claiming through June 12 nearly 60,000 Union casualties—a figure equal to Lee’s total strength—against Confederate losses of only 25,000–30,000, but Lee’s army never quite recovered from the punishment it received.

In the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864), meanwhile, the inept Butler fumbled away a chance to take Richmond, then held by relatively few Confederate troops under Beauregard. Reinforced, Beauregard then bottled up Butler in the Bermuda Hundred Peninsula. On June 9 Butler, aware that Lee had shifted resources north to meet Grant at Cold Harbor and that Petersburg was only lightly held, tried again. In what is known as the First Battle of Petersburg, a Union force of 4,500 men met defeat at the hands of 2,500 Confederates under Brigadier General Henry A. Wise along the so-called Dimmock Line east of the city.

At Cold Harbor, Grant was determined to keep the offensive going and decided to shift his forces south of the James to concentrate on Petersburg. Located 20 miles to the south of Richmond, this city of 18,000 people was the key rail supply point for the Confederate capital. If Grant could take Petersburg, this would force the evacuation of Richmond.

On the night of June 12–13, the Army of the Potomac secretly decamped from its trenches at Cold Harbor and, screened by cavalry, crossed the James on a pontoon bridge more than 2,100 feet in length. On June 15, Grant, with some 15,000 men, attacked Petersburg, then held by only about 5,400 Confederates under Beauregard. Grant hurled Major General William F. Smith’s XVIII Corps, Army of the James, and Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps, Army of the Potomac, against the vastly outnumbered defenders. Grant’s two commanders cost him a victory and the chance to end the war in 1864. Smith failed to press the assault with sufficient vigor, while Hancock, without definite orders, failed to lend Smith adequate support. During the course of the next three days, Beauregard gambled boldly by stripping his forces containing Butler at Bermuda Hundred to reinforce against Grant and turning back successive but poorly coordinated Union attacks. By the morning of June 16 Beauregard had some 14,000 men, facing 50,000 Federals. Beauregard undoubtedly rendered his greatest service to the Confederacy in the war in the skillful shifting of his meager resources early in the Petersburg fighting, defeating Grant’s attacks. Lee, at first unaware of the magnitude of Grant’s relocation, finally answered Beauregard’s pleas for reinforcements. Both sides continued to reinforce, and by June 18 some 67,000 Union troops faced 20,000 Confederates.

Within a week there was stalemate, and both sides dug in. Field fortifications ultimately became elaborate siege lines presaging those of World War I and extending some 30 miles from the eastern outskirts of Richmond and Petersburg around to the south and then the southwest of Petersburg itself.

During the ensuing prolonged trench warfare, soldiers on both sides of the line endured periodic enemy shelling that included on the Union side fire from mammoth 13-inch siege mortars. Both sides labored to improve their defensive works, all the while contending with alternating heat and cold in addition to rain, thick mud, and choking dust. Letters to Confederate soldiers described the desperate conditions now facing many families on the home front and in many cases ended with an appeal for the soldier to return home; combined with the difficult conditions in the trenches, this led to growing Confederate desertions, especially during the winter of 1864–1865. Suffering was particularly intense that winter, with scores of Confederates crossing the lines nightly to surrender. The residents of Petersburg suffered along with the troops. The city was ill-prepared for a long siege, and conditions worsened, as Petersburg was within range of Union guns. During the long siege, more than 500 residential and commercial buildings were destroyed or damaged, and food was often in short supply.

The fighting took on a regular pattern early. The key for the Confederates was continued control of the roads and railroads from the south and the west that supplied Richmond and Petersburg. Grant was well aware of this, and beginning as early as June 21, 1864, Union forces attempted to extend their lines westward and secure control of the Confederate rail lines: the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad; the Southside Railroad, which ran west to Lynchburg; and the Weldon Railroad (the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad), which ran north from Weldon, North Carolina, to Petersburg.

In the Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23), Union forces pushed west, fighting an inconclusive battle with the Confederates, who retained control of the Weldon Railroad. At the same time, General Meade ordered Brigadier Generals James H. Wilson and August Kautz to raid with their cavalry divisions and destroy Confederate track, bridges, and rail stations to the south and southwest. The Wilson-Kautz Raid (June 22–July 1, 1864) destroyed 60 miles of track but had no lasting effect. Within several weeks, the lines were back in operation. The raid had also cost 1,445 Union casualties, about a quarter of the force involved. Wilson trumpeted a success, but Grant termed the raid a “disaster.”

In the First Battle of Deep Bottom (July 27–29), Grant sought to draw Lee’s men elsewhere in preparation for what became known as the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864). Grant ordered Hancock to fix the Confederates at Chaffin’s Bluff, while Major General Philip H. Sheridan led two cavalry divisions across the James southeast of Richmond in an effort to take the capital or at the least ride around the city from the east and north and cut the Virginia Central Railroad from the Shenandoah Valley.

On July 30, Union forces detonated a huge mine that Pennsylvania troops in the Union Army had placed in a tunnel under one of the major Confederate forts. Inept Union planning for the attack following the blast, a late change in plans, and poor Union leadership coupled with an effective Confederate reaction turned the Battle of the Crater into a Union fiasco, with nearly 3,800 Union casualties compared to only 1,500 Confederate casualties, and led to the relief of Major General Ambrose E. Burnside from command.

In the Second Battle of Deep Bottom (August 13–20), Grant attempted another thrust against Richmond, this time led by Hancock. The attack was designed in part to prevent Lee from dispatching reinforcements to aid Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s operations in the Shenandoah Valley, and in this at least the attack was successful.

Grant then sent Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps to attack the Weldon Railroad. The Federals ended up fighting on the defensive at the Battle at Globe Tavern (August 18–21), but the Union troops had succeeded in tearing up a considerable quantity of track along this key Confederate railroad. Grant then sent Hancock’s II Corps against the Weldon Railroad, and although the Confederates won a clear victory in the ensuing Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864), they permanently lost an important portion of the Weldon line, forcing them to send supplies by wagon from the Stony Creek Depot through Dinwiddie Court House and then along the Boydton Plank Road into Petersburg.

Most of the subsequent fighting occurred to the west as Grant endeavored to secure the Southside Railroad, connecting Petersburg to Lynchburg, and also Boydton Plank Road. Then during September 16 in the Hampton-Rosser Cattle Raid (Beefsteak Raid), the Confederates sent 4,000 men to near City Point, where they seized nearly 2,500 beef cattle.

In the Battle of Chaffin’s Farm/New Market Heights (September 29–30), Butler’s Army of the James crossed the James to attack the Richmond defenses north of that river. Although the Federals enjoyed initial success, the Confederates contained the attack. Lee reinforced and counterattacked unsuccessfully. He then erected a new line of works.

Grant knew that to meet Butler’s attack, Lee had necessarily weakened his line elsewhere. Grant sought to take advantage by attempting to extend his left flank and cut the Confederate lines of communication southwest of Petersburg. He committed four infantry divisions and one cavalry division to the attack. As a consequence of the ensuing Battle of Peebles’ Farm (September 30–October 2), the Federals extended their left flank to Peebles’s and Pegram’s farms.

Lee, worried about the heightened Union threat to Richmond from the east, attacked the Union right flank on Darbytown Road on October 7. The Confederates routed the Union cavalry there but were halted at the main Union line on New Market Road. On October 13, Union forces assaulted the Confederates north of Darbytown Road. Repulsed, they then retired to their entrenchments along New Market Road. Butler attacked the Confederates again during October 27–28, only to be repulsed in the Battle of Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road.

Taking advantage of his superior numbers, at the same time as the Battle of Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road unfolded, Grant sent more than 30,000 Union troops under Hancock west to operate against the Boydton Plank Road. In the major Battle of Boydton Plank Road (October 27–28), the Union soldiers gained the road, only to be driven back. The Confederates continued to control this key supply route throughout the winter.

In early February 1865, Union troops again advanced against the Boydton Plank Road. In the Battle of Hatcher’s Run (February 5–7), Lee sustained heavy casualties but pushed the Federals back from this important supply line. The Federals, however, had extended their left flank to the Vaughan Road crossing of Hatcher’s Run.

The last major battle of the Petersburg Campaign was the Confederate attack against Fort Stedman on March 25, 1865. Lee was well aware of growing Union strength against him. Grant now had some 125,000 men, while Lee had only some 50,000. Lee also knew that General Sheridan had rejoined Grant from the Shenandoah Valley with an additional 10,000 cavalry. To disrupt an anticipated major Union attack (which Grant actually planned to launch on March 29), Lee planned a major attack against Union Fort Stedman on March 25.

Launched with half of Lee’s infantry under Major General John B. Gordon, the attack was initially successful, and the Confederates occupied the fort. The Federals counterattacked, however, restoring the line. This was Lee’s last attempt to breach the Union defenses and regain the initiative.

On April 1, Sheridan at the head of four Union cavalry divisions and V Corps of infantry crushed a Confederate force in the Battle of Five Forks; Five Forks was a major road intersection 10 miles west-southwest of Petersburg and about 5 miles west of where Lee’s lines ended. The next day, Grant flung his troops in a massive assault on the thinly held Confederate lines, which now collapsed. Only a valiant stand at Fort Gregg saved the retreating Confederates from immediate and total defeat, but the Federals were in Petersburg by nightfall.

Lee now evacuated Richmond and headed west, hoping to link up with General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina. Grant pursued, and Lee, cut off by Union cavalry, surrendered his remaining troops to Grant at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.
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Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865)

Series of battles in south-central Virginia culminating in the surrender of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Confederate forces had been under siege at Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia, since June 1864, and General Robert E. Lee hoped to break Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant’s tightening grip on the beleaguered city. On March 25, Lee ordered what was ultimately an unsuccessful assault against Union forces at Fort Stedman. The following week on April 1, 1865, Grant’s Union troops struck back in the Battle of Five Forks. This northern action broke the already fragile Confederate line, sending Lee’s depleted army and the Confederate government scurrying from Richmond and Petersburg. Now both of these crucial cities were abandoned. Confederate troops retreated westward in four separate columns to rendezvous at Amelia Court House, where Lee hoped to employ the still-intact Richmond & Danville Railroad and where he expected to find badly needed food.

Lee’s plans involved moving southwestward toward Danville for a possible union with Confederate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston, marching from North Carolina. The combined forces might be able to make effective use of southwestern Virginia’s rolling countryside in an attempt to stop the converging Union armies under Grant and Major General William Tecumseh Sherman. Lee’s plan collapsed before it could begin, however. Grant’s army was moving too rapidly, and the trains for which Lee waited for almost 24 hours at Amelia Court House did not arrive with needed supplies.
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An artist’s depiction of Confederate General Robert E. Lee signing the document surrendering the Army of Northern Virginia, at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. Union Army general-in-chief Ulysses S. Grant and other Union officers look on. No photographs were taken of the event. (United States Army Military History Institute)

In the meantime, Union cavalrymen dashed toward the Richmond & Danville rail line and cut it off at Jetersville. Lee now had no choice but to abandon the railroad. He then led his exhausted and demoralized men overland to the west toward Lynchburg. There he hoped to acquire supplies and defend the city from a Union advance. Lee’s army suffered a further setback, however, when Union forces captured the strategic Burkeville rail junction.

In the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), Union forces captured nearly a quarter of Lee’s army. Lee learned of this debacle while at Farmville and immediately set out with his remaining men—now some 30,000—across the Appomattox River.

Grant, now operating with four times as many troops as Lee had, dispatched Major General Philip Sheridan’s cavalry and nearly all of two infantry corps on a fast march directly from Farmville to Appomattox Station. Arriving before Lee, Union cavalry seized the railroad near Appomattox Station, which effectively blocked Lee’s only avenue of escape. Sheridan’s men also claimed tons of desperately needed supplies that awaited Lee’s army.

On April 9, 1865, Lee’s forces tested the Union’s defensive lines and found them far too strong to overcome. Lee had no alternative but to surrender. On the afternoon of April 9, Generals Lee and Grant met at the home of Wilmer Mclean in Appomattox Court House to negotiate the terms. The actual surrender took place on April 12. Although Johnston’s army remained largely intact and several Confederate commands remained in the field, the war was now in effect over.
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Washington, D.C.

INTRODUCTION

Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States and known also as the District of Columbia, encompasses just 68.3 square miles and is the only U.S. city that is not part of any state. Washington is an autonomous area created in the late 18th century out of land ceded by Virginia and Maryland. The portion originally ceded by Virginia south of the Potomac River was later returned to the commonwealth. Washington does not enjoy the status of statehood and thus is not granted direct representation in Congress. The idea behind the city was to create a capital that would not be beholden to any one state but instead would symbolically represent all of the states as the seat of the federal government.

Washington, located in the Middle Atlantic region along the banks of the Potomac River, is surrounded by Virginia to the south and west and by Maryland to the east, north, and south. Prior to the Civil War, Washington was a decidedly southern city with a considerable number of slaves and a growing free black population (slavery was abolished in the district in 1862). Situated not far from Chesapeake Bay, the federal city is located only 100 miles to the north of Richmond, Virginia, the capital of the Confederacy during the Civil War.

With an 1860 population of 61,000, Washington was hardly America’s largest city, nor was it an important city from an economic or industrial standpoint. Rather, its great strategic significance rested on the fact that it was the heart and soul of the federal government, the center of the war effort, the home to Congress, and the place of residence for the U.S. president. Neither the Union nor the Confederacy underestimated the importance of these facts. The Federals sought to protect the city at virtually any cost, while the Confederates saw its capture as a way to bring a quick end to the conflict on their terms. In the final analysis, the Union was able to protect the capital city so that only once was it seriously threatened by the Confederacy. Indeed, by 1865 Washington was protected by 68 forts and 93 batteries, all linked by a 37-mile-long defensive perimeter that featured trenches and rifle pits. In all, 807 cannon and 98 mortars protected the city from attack originating from any direction.

In 1861, Washington was still a raw and undeveloped city. Amid the sprinkling of federal buildings lay a seedy mélange of brothels, saloons, boardinghouses, and small shops. The U.S. Capitol was as yet uncompleted, lacking a top on the now-famed dome, and the city’s canals and creeks were choked with raw sewage, which made parts of Washington uninhabitable in the hot and humid summers for which the city is notorious. Surrounded by swamps, Washington was an unhealthy city in the 19th century, and traditionally most of the federal government—including the president—fled the city’s confines from June to September. This changed, however, as a result of the Civil War, and by 1865 Washington was a city transformed. The city’s population exploded, reaching almost 160,000 people at the peak of the war. The growth of the government during the conflict ensured that the city’s cultural, economic, and strategic transformation would be long-lasting.

The war brought hordes of people into Washington, D.C., including thousands of troops, speculators, lobbyists, job seekers, and the curious. Indeed, the mass influx of people, almost all of whom were from the North, altered the city’s makeup so that its genteel, small-town, southern feel was quickly replaced by that of a fast-paced northern city. Not surprisingly, such rapid growth and transformation brought with it growing pains, including an increase in crime and vice in general. Brothels proliferated, as did gambling dens, of which there were at least 160 by 1864. As the war continued, however, calls to curb Washington’s excesses brought a gradual decrease in crime of all types.

Washington was also home to numerous large soldiers’ hospitals. The alarming number of wounded and maimed soldiers in the city served as a grim reminder of just how close the war was to the capital.

Although Washington remained physically untouched by the war, its residents remained vigilant. Several times, panic reverberated throughout its populace. The Baltimore Riots (April 19–May 13, 1861), during which pro-Southern Marylanders tried to cut the city off, caused a brief panic, as did the Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861), which occurred just a few miles outside Washington. As stout defensive works were quickly built around the city, Washingtonians felt safer, although panic again hit the city during Confederate lieutenant Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). This was the only time in which the capital city was seriously threatened by Confederate forces. Early reached as far as the city’s outer defensive works on July 11 but never gained entry into Washington itself, and reinforcements sent by Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ensured that the fortifications were stoutly defended. Early’s men were turned back at Fort Stevens on July 12.

Washington’s Ford’s Theatre was the site of President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination on April 14, 1865. Washington was also the location of the Grand Review of the victorious Union armies in May, by which time the city was a very changed place.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Old Capitol Prison

Union prison located in Washington, D.C., that was used to house Confederate prisoners of war, spies, smugglers, political prisoners, and Union prisoners convicted of various crimes. Situated on 1st Street, approximately where the U.S. Supreme Court building now stands, the main prison building had been used as a meeting place for Congress after the Capitol was torched by British forces during the War of 1812. When the Capitol had been repaired, the building became known as “Old Capitol.” Thereafter it saw varied uses, mainly as a boardinghouse.

The Old Capitol building had fallen into disrepair by 1861, but it was nevertheless retrofitted as a prison and pressed into service in August 1861. It was designed to hold 500 prisoners, while a newly built annex, Carroll Prison, was to hold 1,000 inmates. Within months, however, the population had swelled to capacity, and by early 1863 as many as 2,760 prisoners were housed in the complex. Between 1861 and 1865, 5,781 prisoners were processed through the Old Capitol Prison; these included a number of Confederate generals and women who had been suspected or convicted of spying, including Maria Isabella Belle Boyd, Virginia Lomax, and Rose O’Neal Greenhow.

Living conditions were extraordinarily difficult in the prison. Bathing facilities and waste-disposal measures were crude at best, heating in the winter was spotty, food was poor, and the prison was rife with vermin of all sorts, including rats, mice, lice, cockroaches, and the like. The women’s quarters were better—on average—than those for the men but not extraordinarily so. Because of the prison’s location, William P. Wood, the prison superintendent, insisted on strict discipline. Any convict seen touching the bars that covered the windows was liable to be shot dead by guards.

Prisoners who had access to cash were allowed to purchase supplemental food and other items but at exorbitant prices. A few prisoners, especially the women, were permitted to receive small gift packages from family or friends. Despite the conditions and overcrowding, the death rate among inmates was not as high as at many other prisons; it is believed that 457 detainees died at Old Capital Prison between 1861 and 1865. Indeed, conditions at the prison were substantially better than most other prisoner sites. By the autumn of 1865 U.S. officials began dismantling the prison, and within a decade both the main prison and the annex had been demolished.
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Washington, D.C., Defenses

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Washington, D.C., was virtually defenseless. There was but one detachment of marines at the Washington Navy Yard and one ordnance detachment at the Washington Arsenal. There were no forts to protect the city, and with the secession of Virginia, the danger to the capital increased markedly.

When the first three-month volunteer regiments reached Washington in the late spring of 1861, many of them were put to work digging entrenchments to help protect the city. Priority was assigned to Arlington Heights to ensure protection of the southern approaches to the city, but as of yet there was no systematic approach to the city’s defenses.

When Major General George B. McClellan assumed command of the Army of the Potomac in July 1861, one of his first undertakings was to institute a plan that would ensure the safety of the nation’s capital, a need reinforced by the Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). McClellan placed Major John G. Barnard of the army engineers in charge of constructing a ring of trenches, forts, batteries, and rifle pits in and around Washington.

Barnard, a highly competent engineer, planned a system in which there would be an earthwork-enclosed fortification approximately every half mile, each one situated on high ground to command every possible avenue of attack on the city. Smaller forts and artillery batteries would be sited to cover terrain not covered by the guns in the major forts. These defenses would completely encircle Washington.

Construction commenced in August 1861 and focused on the terrain south of the Potomac River, including the port of Alexandria. By December 1861, there were 48 earthwork forts between the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers and on the east side of the Anacostia. By then, the capital city was surrounded by an uninterrupted circle of defenses covering some 37 miles.

When General Robert E. Lee’s troops invaded Maryland during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), Barnard extended the ring of forts to cover the northern approaches to Washington. A study group recommended that the forts be garrisoned by 25,000 infantry, 9,000 artillerymen, and 3,000 cavalrymen. By the end of 1863 the system included 60 forts and 93 batteries, with a total of 836 artillery pieces (762 heavy guns and 74 mortars). Twenty miles of rifle pits were also constructed and integrated into the overall defense system.

During Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) against Richmond, many of the artillery regiments garrisoning the forts were assigned to the Army of the Potomac. As a result, when Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s Confederates swept into Maryland in July 1864 and approached the city defenses on July 11, panic swept Washington as Union garrison commanders cobbled together units of the Veteran Reserve Corps to help man the forts. Reinforcements from the Army of the Potomac arrived in time to neutralize Early’s July 11–12 attack in the vicinity of Fort Stevens. President Abraham Lincoln went to the fort to watch the battle and actually came under fire on July 12. Early’s offensive was the only serious threat to Washington during the war. By the end of the war in April 1865, the defenses consisted of 68 forts and 93 batteries, with 807 heavy guns and 98 mortars, all connected by 32 miles of military roads and 28 miles of rifle pits.
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Washington Navy Yard

Strategic U.S. Navy facility during the Civil War that occupied 42 acres on the eastern branch of the Potomac River in southeastern Washington, D.C. (roughly along 9th and M Streets). President Thomas Jefferson contributed to the design of the yard, the original boundaries of which were established in 1800. Jefferson employed famed architect Benjamin Latrobe to design most of the structures. Burned by the British in 1814 during their brief occupation of Washington during the War of 1812, the naval station took on an added significance at the outbreak of the Civil War because of its close proximity to the Union capital.

The shallow waters of the Potomac River and the absence of a dry dock did not make the Washington Navy Yard an ideal shipbuilding facility. However, during the war it housed the U.S. Navy’s Ordnance Department, Steam Engineering Department, and sole anchor and chain shop. The Ordnance Department tested new naval weapons, including armor for the new ironclads, and produced Dahlgren boat howitzers. The Washington Navy Yard employed more than 600 men during the war. In addition to these indispensable services, the shore location, possessing 612 yards of waterfront slips, emerged as a major repair shop for the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and served as the home port of the Potomac Flotilla, charged with defending the capital.

Commander John A. Dahlgren took charge of the yard at the beginning of the war, after Captain Franklin Buchanan resigned his commission to serve in the Confederate Navy. President Abraham Lincoln frequented the yard and became fast friends with Dahlgren. Lincoln expressed a keen interest in the new military technologies undergoing tests there. President and Mrs. Lincoln visited the yard on the afternoon of April 14, 1865, only hours before the president was assassinated. The body of John Wilkes Booth, Lincoln’s assassin, was brought to the yard for examination after Booth was killed on April 25.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Berret, James Gabriel (1815–1901)

Democratic Party politician and mayor of Washington, D.C. James Gabriel Berret was born on February 12, 1815, in Carroll County, Maryland, and was educated in local schools. In 1836 when he was only 21 years old, he won a seat in the Maryland legislature, serving two terms from 1837 to 1839. Appointed to a bureaucratic position in the U.S. Treasury Department by President Martin Van Buren in 1839, Berret served in that post until 1853, at which time he became postmaster of Washington, D.C.

In 1858 Berret became a mayoral nominee for Washington, D.C., representing a loose coalition of anti–Know-Nothings. He ran against Republican Richard Wallach, who at the time was serving as the police commissioner of Washington, D.C. Berret was elected by a narrow margin of just 680 votes. Wallach and the Republicans viewed the election as suspicious, and soon Berret and Wallach were bitter political foes. When Berret won reelection in 1860 by an even narrower margin—just 24 votes—Wallach cried foul and sponsored ads and editorials in city papers charging Berret and the Democrats with electoral fraud.

After the Civil War commenced in April 1861, the U.S. Congress hastened to pass legislation mandating that all public officials swear an oath of allegiance to the U.S. government. Berret, a Democrat, refused to comply, arguing that his oath of office showed sufficient loyalty. In a move that was clearly politically motivated, federal officials ordered Berret’s arrest in July 1861. First imprisoned at the Old Capitol Prison in Washington and then held at Fort Lafayette in New York, Berret was freed nearly a month later after the charges of treason were proven to be unfounded. He was permitted to return to Washington but was ordered to promptly resign the mayor’s seat. Berret was succeeded by his political nemesis, Wallach.

Berret nevertheless remained in Washington, D.C., eventually forging a friendship with President Abraham Lincoln. In 1872 Berret was appointed to Washington’s board of police commissioners. He later served on the inaugural committee for President Grover Cleveland. Berret died on April 14, 1901, in Washington, D.C.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

Further Reading

Furgurson, Ernest B. Freedom Rising: Washington in the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 2004.

Wallach, Richard (1816–1881)

Lawyer, politician, and mayor of Washington, D.C. Richard Wallach was born on April 3, 1816, in Alexandria, Virginia, the son of a prosperous attorney. Wallach was reared chiefly in Washington, D.C., and studied at Columbian College (George Washington University). Admitted to the bar in 1836, he practiced law in the District of Columbia and became an adherent of the Whig Party. Wallach entered public office in 1846, when he earned a seat on the Washington City Council. In 1849 President Zachary Taylor named him U.S. marshal for the District of Columbia, a post he held until 1853.

Wallach became a city alderman in 1854 and soon joined the Republican Party. He later became police commissioner and in 1858 ran for mayor against Democrat James G. Berret, narrowly losing the race. Wallach challenged Berret again two years later and lost by a mere 24 votes. Wallach and the Republicans alleged massive voting fraud, and Wallach himself bought ads and penned editorials in Washington newspapers detailing the many purported electoral regularities. When Berret was arrested and briefly imprisoned for refusing to swear a loyalty oath to the U.S. government, Wallach, now president of the Board of Aldermen, was selected to succeed him. Wallach took office on August 26, 1861, and won three successive terms in his own right, holding the office until 1868.

Despite his Republican affiliation, Wallach strongly opposed emancipation and voting rights for former slaves. Nevertheless, his tenure was highly successful. Wallach helped found the city’s first professional fire department, facilitated the paving of nearly five miles of roads and some eight miles of sidewalks, ordered the construction of a modern water and sewage system, and doubled the number of public secondary schools. He is also credited with launching the first major beautification project in Washington. All of these items were especially noteworthy because the city’s population exploded in the years during and immediately after the Civil War. After President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated at Ford’s Theatre in April 1865, Wallach personally supervised the police investigation of the crime.

Unable to cobble together another winning coalition in 1868 probably because of his opposition to black voting rights, Wallach left office that year and took up the practice of law. He died on March 8, 1881, in Washington, D.C.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Ewell, Richard Stoddert (1817–1872)

Confederate officer. Richard Stoddert Ewell was born on February 8, 1817, in Georgetown (District of Columbia), although he was brought up in nearby Virginia from the age of three. Ewell graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the 1st Dragoons that same year. From 1843 to 1845, he served on escort duty for pioneers along the Santa Fe and Oregon Trails. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1845.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Ewell served with distinction in the Battle of Contreras (August 19, 1847), receiving a brevet promotion to captain for carrying out a reconnaissance mission along with Captain Robert E. Lee. Following the war, Ewell, promoted to captain in 1849, was on duty in Baltimore before being assigned to the American Southwest. In 1859 he was wounded in a skirmish with Apaches led by Chief Cochise.

Following the secession of Virginia, Ewell resigned his commission on May 7, 1861, and was appointed a colonel in the Confederate cavalry on May 9. He was wounded in fighting at Fairfax Court House on May 31. In June, Ewell received promotion to brigadier general.

Having recovered sufficiently from his wounds, Ewell commanded a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). In January 1862 he was promoted to major general and assumed command of a division in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s command. Ewell fought throughout Jackson’s 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign and was then recalled to Richmond to take part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Ewell fought in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) and the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). During the Second Bull Run Campaign, Ewell participated in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862). He was severely wounded in the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862), resulting in the amputation of his left leg below the knee. During his convalescence, he married his cousin, who had nursed him.

Undeterred and fitted with a wooden leg, Ewell again took up active command. Following the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the death of Jackson on May 10, General Robert E. Lee reorganized the Army of Northern Virginia into three corps and assigned Ewell command of II Corps with the rank of lieutenant general. At the beginning of the Gettysburg Campaign, Ewell performed well at the Second Battle of Winchester (June 13–15, 1863), where he captured the Union garrison.

Subsequently Ewell’s corps almost reached Harrisburg, the capital of Pennsylvania, before being recalled to Gettysburg. On July 1, 1863, Ewell advanced from the north and drove back the Union XI Corps, which fell back on Cemetery Hill. General Lee ordered Ewell to take the hill if possible, for it dominated the surrounding ground. Ewell hesitated and never did attack. His corps remained ineffectual for the rest of the battle.

Ewell fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). However, on May 12 during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), Lee was highly critical of Ewell’s lack of nerve and effectively commanded Ewell’s corps himself. Ewell was then removed from corps command and was placed in command of the Department of Richmond. In April 1865 with Union forces closing in, Ewell and his troops withdrew from Richmond and joined Lee’s army as it marched toward Appomattox; Ewell was captured at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865). He remained a prisoner at Fort Warren in Boston Harbor until July.

Upon his release, Ewell became a farmer on his wife’s property at Spring Hill, Tennessee. In time he became a quite affluent planter and served as president of the Maury County Agricultural Society. His later years were clouded, however, by ongoing controversy about the Confederate defeat at Gettysburg and whether that could be blamed on Ewell’s failure to take Cemetery Hill. Ewell died of pneumonia on January 25, 1872, in Spring Hill, Tennessee.
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Force, Manning Ferguson (1824–1899)

Union officer. Manning Ferguson Force was born on December 17, 1824, in Washington, D.C. He graduated from Harvard College in 1845. In 1848 he earned a degree from Harvard Law School, and in 1850 he relocated to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he became a prosperous attorney. In 1861 he joined the 20th Ohio Infantry Regiment at the rank of major and saw action at the Battle of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862), the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), and the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Force was advanced to lieutenant colonel on September 11, 1861, and to colonel on May 23, 1862.

Force next saw significant duty during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) while commanding a brigade in XVII Corps during much of the campaign. His service here earned him promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on August 11, 1863. Force remained with XVII Corps during much of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) in Brigadier General Mortimer D. Leggett’s division. On July 22, 1864, during the Battle of Atlanta, Force was severely wounded. (In 1892 he received the Medal of Honor for his actions in that desperate battle.) His wounds left his face permanently disfigured, and he was unable to return to active service until October 1864.

Force remained with the Army of the Tennessee and accompanied it during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). During the latter campaign, Force commanded the 1st Division in XVII Corps. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he mustered out in January 1866.

Force returned to Cincinnati and served as an elected state judge (1866–1867). He later became a superior court judge. In 1881 he published a well-received war memoir titled From Fort Henry to Corinth. In the 1890s he became superintendent of the Ohio Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home, a post he held until his death on May 8, 1899, in Cincinnati.
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Goldsborough, John Rodgers (1808–1877)

Union naval officer. John Rodgers Goldsborough was born in Washington, D.C., on July 2, 1808. The younger brother of future U.S. Navy admiral Louis M. Goldsborough, John Goldsborough received a midshipman’s warrant on November 16, 1824, and was attached to the sloop Warren in the Mediterranean Squadron from 1824 to 1830, during which time he distinguished himself in a fight with Greek pirates, leading only 18 men in the capture of their ship Helene (4 guns) with 59 men. Advanced to passed midshipman on April 28, 1832, Goldsborough was promoted to lieutenant on September 6, 1837. Between 1844 and 1850, he was assigned to the U.S. Coastal Survey. He was promoted to commander on September 14, 1855.

During the Civil War, from May 1861 to September 1863 Goldsborough was assigned to the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In command of the steamer Union, he initiated the blockade of Savannah. On August 9, 1861, while in the Union, he recaptured the schooner George G. Baker, which had been taken earlier that day by the Confederate privateer schooner York. Pursuing the York, Goldsborough forced it ashore off Cape Hatteras, where its crew burned their ship to prevent its capture.

Goldsborough made captain on July 16, 1862, and was the senior officer in the blockade of Charleston while commanding the side-wheel steamer Florida. From March to September 1863, he commanded the screw frigate Colorado in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, having charge of Union blockaders off Mobile Bay. In November 1863 Goldsborough became the inspector of ordnance at the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New Hampshire.

In 1865 Goldsborough commanded the steam sloop Shenandoah in the South Atlantic Squadron off Brazil and then in the Asiatic Squadron (1866–1868), in which the ship called at Siam (now Thailand) and ports in Japan and Korea. Goldsborough was promoted to commodore on April 13, 1867, and transferred his pennant to the screw sloop Hartford in January 1868. His last years in the navy were spent in command of the Mare Island Naval Shipyard and the naval station at Mound City, Illinois.

Goldsborough retired as a commodore on July 2, 1870. He died in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on June 22, 1877.
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Meigs, John Rodgers (1842–1864)

Union officer whose controversial death in 1864 became a cause célèbre in the North. John Rodgers Meigs was born on February 9, 1842, in Washington, D.C., to a family with a distinguished military background. His father was U.S. Army quartermaster general Montgomery C. Meigs, and his grandfather was Commodore John Rodgers of War of 1812 fame. In 1859 John Meigs gained an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but took a brief leave of absence to serve as an aide during the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861). He returned to his studies soon thereafter and graduated first in his class in 1863. Meigs was commissioned a first lieutenant of engineers.

Meigs saw action at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and in the pursuit of Confederate forces afterward. He then became a staff officer for Brigadier General Benjamin F. Kelley and fought at the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864) in Virginia. Meigs subsequently participated in Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). In August 1864 Meigs was appointed Sheridan’s chief engineer. Following the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864), Meigs was brevetted major.

On October 2, 1864, Meigs received a surveying assignment and departed along with three enlisted men on October 3. When the task was finished, he and the three soldiers began riding back to their camp. While on the Swift Run Gap Road that same afternoon, Meigs spotted three Confederate cavalrymen and, as he attempted to overtake them, was shot and killed. The circumstances of the shooting were unclear, but one of the enlisted men testified that Meigs had been shot in the back and had been given no opportunity to defend himself. General Sheridan believed that Meigs had fallen victim to Confederate partisans. Incensed, Sheridan ordered the village of Dayton, in the central Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, burned to the ground in retaliation. He also ordered all homes and buildings destroyed within a five-mile radius of Dayton.

Although Dayton was ultimately spared, numerous surrounding homes were indeed burned. Sheridan apparently had second thoughts about such wholesale destruction when one of the other enlisted men who had been with Meigs could not corroborate the story of Meigs’s shooting. Nevertheless, Meigs’s father believed that his son’s death had been a premeditated murder and offered a $1,000 reward for the apprehension of his son’s killer. After the war, the three Confederates whom Meigs had encountered that day swore that the fight had been fair and that Meigs was amply warned of their intentions. In 1914 an article in the Confederate Veteran magazine carefully reconstructed the events surrounding Meigs’s death and concluded that nothing untoward had happened when he was shot and killed. One of thousands of numerous such incidents during the war, this event became infamous because of the victim’s familial fame and social standing.
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Pleasonton, Alfred (1824–1897)

Union officer. Alfred Pleasonton was born on July 7, 1824, in Washington, D.C. After attending local schools, he received an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1844. Pleasonton served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a second lieutenant, earning a brevet. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1849 and to captain in 1855, he campaigned with the 2nd U.S. Dragoons (later the 2nd Cavalry) in Florida against the Seminoles as well as in Kansas, the Dakota Territory, and Utah.

When the Civil War began, the 2nd Cavalry moved east to Washington, D.C., where Pleasonton was promoted to major in February 1862. He served with the Army of the Potomac in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on July 18. Pleasonton commanded the Cavalry Division of the Army of the Potomac during the Maryland Campaign, which culminated in the Battle of Antietam (September 17). When Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s Confederate cavalry raided into Pennsylvania in October 1862, Pleasonton was unsuccessful in blocking its return across the Potomac River into Virginia.

Pleasonton continued to lead a cavalry division and saw action in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). On June 7, 1863, commander of the Army of the Potomac Major General Joseph Hooker placed Pleasonton in command of the Cavalry Corps, with promotion to major general on June 22. On Pleasonton’s watch, the Union cavalry finally gained the upper hand on Stuart. Pleasonton led the corps in the cavalry engagement at Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) and supervised his widely scattered divisions during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). His men then fought in the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863) and in the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

In early March 1864, Pleasonton testified against Major General George G. Meade during congressional hearings concerning the Battle of Gettysburg. As a result, when Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant suggested placing Major General Philip Sheridan in command of the Cavalry Corps, Meade did not object, and Pleasonton was relieved from corps command on March 25.

Transferred to the Department of the Missouri, Pleasonton commanded the District of Central Missouri. When Major General Sterling Price’s Confederate army invaded Missouri that autumn, Pleasonton successfully defended the state capital at Jefferson City. He then organized a cavalry division and led his troops aggressively at the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864) and during the pursuit at Mine Creek, Kansas, on October 25. Pleasonton remained in Missouri until war’s end.

In July 1865, Pleasonton was sent to command the Department of Wisconsin. He remained in the regular army after the war but, unhappy over reverting to the regular army rank of cavalry major, resigned in 1868. Pleasonton spent the remainder of his life in a variety of jobs, including that of internal revenue collector. In 1888 he was retroactively placed on the army retirement list as a major. Pleasonton died in Washington, D.C., on February 17, 1897.
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NOTABLE RAID

Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864)

Last Confederate invasion of the North. In mid-June 1864, Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early, commanding II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, bluffed Union Department of West Virginia commander Major General David Hunter into withdrawing his forces from Lynchburg back beyond the Alleghenies into West Virginia. This temporarily exposed Washington, D.C., and Early planned to take advantage with a thrust north against the federal capital. Although he would be heavily outnumbered by Union forces, Early hoped to assist Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee by forcing Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to detach troops from the Army of the Potomac, then threatening Richmond. For the operation, Early had some 14,000 men: 10,000 infantry and perhaps 4,000 cavalry and some artillery.

On June 28 Early set out north from Staunton, Virginia. Two days later his men were at New Market, and on July 2 they reached Winchester. On July 3 Early’s men ran into Major General Franz Sigel’s advance guard, pushing it back to Harpers Ferry. Confederate troops were unable to take that place, however, because Union forces held it in strength.

At the same time, Early sent Brigadier General John D. Imboden’s brigade to destroy the key Baltimore & Ohio Railroad bridge over the South Branch of the Potomac in order to prevent Union troops and supplies from being shifted east against Early. Imboden’s men reached the bridge on July 3 but found it heavily defended and were unable to take it. Imboden’s brigade then rejoined Early on July 9 just south of Frederick, Maryland.

On July 6, Early’s men were across the Potomac River in Maryland. On July 8, they crossed South Mountain and moved eastward. The next day the raiders passed through Frederick, northwest of Washington.

On July 9, Early engaged and defeated Union units under Major General Lew Wallace along the Monocacy River, east of Frederick. Union losses in the battle were about 1,300 men, with Early losing fewer than 700. Still, the Union troops had held up Early for most of one day. Wallace was then reinforced by Brigadier General James B. Rickett’s 3rd Division of the Army of the Potomac’s VI Corps. Although Early had drawn off units of the Army of the Potomac from the Richmond-Petersburg area, this movement of Union troops also enforced caution on him, as he could not be certain of their number.

Early’s chances of success were further diminished by orders from Lee that he detach a cavalry brigade toward Baltimore in order to cut Union lines of communication and assist in an effort to free 18,000 Confederate prisoners at Point Lookout, Maryland. Early dispatched Brigadier General Bradley T. Johnson’s cavalry brigade.

Early resumed the march on July 10. The Confederates passed through Rockville, Maryland, and then Silver Spring toward Fort Stevens, northernmost of 68 forts and batteries surrounding the federal capital. The first units arrived there on the afternoon of July 11, the closest Confederate advance to Washington of the entire war.

It seemed to many observers as if the Confederates might sweep into the city, but they were simply too few and too exhausted. Early deployed skirmishers and waited for the rest of his men to come up. He could see that Union engineers had constructed a system of interlocking forts with breastworks, palisades, and abatis. Investment was impossible, and any assault would be costly.

As the skirmishers moved forward, the heavy Union siege guns, which easily outranged Early’s horse artillery, opened up. These guns were manned by a variety of Union personnel, including pensioners and convalescents from the city hospitals. President Abraham Lincoln was among the observers.

Meeting with his subordinate commanders, Early informed them that the whole of the Army of the Potomac’s VI Corps was on the Washington front. Any attack would have to be made in short order; delay would give Union forces an opportunity to cut off II Corps by seizing the South Mountain passes and fords over the Potomac. This council of war decided to attack at dawn on July 12, pending new information.

That night a message arrived from Bradley Johnson near Baltimore. He informed Early that Grant had sent not one but two corps to Washington and that it was indeed probable that the entire Army of the Potomac was on the way north. Early now ordered the attack delayed.

The next morning, July 12, Early concluded that the odds were simply too great. After demonstrating in front of Fort Stevens later that day and beating back three attacks by Union troops testing Confederate strength, II Corps began its withdrawal. Early’s men reached Rockville early on July 13 and Poolville near midnight. They crossed the Potomac on July 14. Following several skirmishes with Union troops, the last of Early’s men reached Strasburg, Virginia, on July 21.

Although Early had been forced to leave behind 400 wounded from the Battle of Monocacy, he brought back all Union prisoners and a substantial quantity of supplies and booty. The Confederates also secured $220,000 in ransoms levied on Hagerstown and Frederick, and Early’s cavalry had destroyed a number of bridges. While he had failed to enter Washington and although the scheme to free the Confederate prisoners had also failed, Early had certainly reduced Grant’s pressure on Lee at Petersburg. Clearly the raid had embarrassed federal authorities, and they were determined to exact revenge. On August 7 the U.S. government announced the creation of a special command headed by Major General Philip H. Sheridan to destroy Early’s forces and secure the Shenandoah Valley.
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Washington Territory

INTRODUCTION

The Washington Territory came into being on February 3, 1853, and underwent numerous boundary changes between then and the time it achieved statehood on November 11, 1889. By 1860 the territory covered approximately 240,000 square miles, which included the present-day states of Washington and Idaho, the northwestern tip of Montana, and a small portion of western Wyoming. Olympia was the administrative capital. This vast area was sparsely populated; the 1860 census indicated that only 11,595 people lived there. That figure supposedly included the Native American population, but it is highly probable that the 1860 population figure had not included many Indians. The territory had little industry, although some Americans were engaged in lumbering, mining, and fur trading. Fishing was an important activity along the Washington coast, and there were scattered agricultural concerns throughout the territory.

Not surprisingly, there was little support for slavery or the Southern cause in the Washington Territory. Most citizens were loyal to the Union and did what they could to support the war effort. The governors during the war, Richard D. Gholson, William H. Wallace, and William Pickering, the latter two appointed during the Abraham Lincoln administration, mobilized men for home duty to protect citizens against Indian attack and to supplement or replace regular army troops who had been sent to the active theaters of war. Many women in the territory made clothes and assembled medical supplies to be sent to the battlefields in the East.

The territory was not without Confederate supporters, however. A very small minority, they nevertheless resurrected an idea that had been debated since the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) of the formation of an autonomous Pacific Republic that would encompass Washington, Oregon, and northern California. These Confederate sympathizers envisioned a government that would mirror the one in place in the Confederacy. Their vision failed to gain any traction, however. The Washington Territory witnessed no combat during the Civil War.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Olympia, Washington

Capital of the Washington Territory and later of the state of Washington. Olympia is located in the western portion of the state at the southern edge of Puget Sound along the Budd Inlet. The city derives its name from the Olympic Mountains, which are situated to the northwest. Olympia had an 1860 population of fewer than 1,000 full-time residents.

The first known visit of Europeans occurred in 1792 when Peter Puget, a lieutenant in the Royal Navy, first explored the area during the Vancouver Expedition of 1791–1795. The region was inhabited by several Native American tribes, including the Suquamish and Duwamish tribes. The Hudson’s Bay Company established a post nearby in 1833, and in 1841 an American expeditionary force reconnoitered the region. Although both the United States and Great Britain had agreed to joint control over the area, by the early 1840s the area around what would become Olympia began attracting American settlers, who were drawn there because of western Washington’s fertile soil, relatively mild climate, and abundant rainfall.

In 1846 two American pioneers—Levi Lathrop Smith and Edmund Sylvester—both staked out land in what is now downtown Olympia. Both started small farms, but after Smith’s untimely death, by 1848 Sylvester had become sole owner of the land. Sylvester laid out a township, which by 1853 had been named Olympia. At the same time Congress had organized the Washington Territory, and Olympia would serve as the territorial capital. The territorial legislature first met there in 1854.

Olympia grew slowly at first owing to its relative isolation from the rest of the United States and played virtually no role in the Civil War, although a number of local male residents volunteered for military service for the Union. Most of them served as home guards. Like other parts of the Washington Territory, pro-Union sentiment ran very high in Olympia. The city would not be served by a rail line until the late 1870s, which hindered its growth to some extent. Its major industries at the time of the Civil War were logging, agriculture, fishing, and oystering. By 1870, the city’s population had reached only 1,203; 10 years later, it had increased by only 200. In 2010 Olympia’s population was 46,478, making it one of the smallest state capitals in the United States.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Fort Vancouver

U.S. Army post located on the north bank of the Columbia River in present-day Vancouver, Washington, not far from Portland, Oregon. The site of Fort Vancouver was first used as a headquarters for the British-based Hudson’s Bay Company, a major fur-trading enterprise, beginning in 1824. The location was selected because of its access to the Columbia River, which could accommodate ships sailing to and from the Pacific, and its proximity to abundant and fertile agricultural lands.

Before long, the trading post had become self-sufficient in food supply and began shipping excess production to areas as far flung as Alaska, Hawaii, and Russia. The post also sat astride a major east-west land route, known as the York Express Route. The trading post was an imposing complex, measuring 750 feet long and 450 feet wide with a surrounding wooden palisade some 20 feet high. Enclosed within were at least 40 buildings by the early 1840s.

The U.S. Army established a fort here in 1849, initially named the Columbia Barracks, about 250 feet from the original trading post on a hill fronting the Columbia River for some 1,200 yards but 2,000 yards from the edge of the riverbank. This virtually ensured that the fort would not be subjected to flooding. It was a fairly typical western-style fort made of wood, with a wooden stockade-style palisade fence surrounding buildings constructed to form a large courtyard that was used as a training and parade ground. The post had barracks, officers’ quarters, warehouses, a commissary, workshops and a blacksmith’s shop, and other outbuildings. It featured a single corner tower about two and a half stories high that was used as a guard post.

In June 1860 the Hudson’s Bay Company abandoned its facility, moving its headquarters to southern Canada. The U.S. Army then appropriated the land, combining it with the existing facility. It was named Fort Columbia (also known as Columbia Barracks) but was renamed Fort Vancouver shortly thereafter. The old Hudson’s Bay Company facility was used chiefly for storage and troop quartering. Fort Vancouver was garrisoned by the 1st Oregon Cavalry and the 1st Washington Territory Infantry from 1861 until 1865. In 1866, much of the fort was destroyed by fire.

Rebuilt, Fort Vancouver remained an active U.S. military post until it was decommissioned in 1946. By then, it was a sprawling complex of some 3,000 acres capable of accommodating 7,295 enlisted men and 250 officers. It is now a National Historic Landmark, and some of the original structures have been carefully reconstructed to resemble the facility in the late 1860s.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Pickering, William (1798–1873)

Politician and governor of the Washington Territory. William Pickering was born on March 15, 1798, in Yorkshire, England. He graduated from Oxford University in 1820. A civil engineer by training, Pickering moved to Edwards County, Illinois, in 1821, where he purchased property and was engaged in various business pursuits in Albion, Illinois.

From 1842 to 1852, Pickering served in the Illinois House of Representatives and became a close personal friend of Abraham Lincoln. Pickering joined the Republican Party in the mid-1850s, and in 1860 the Illinois Republican delegation named him chairman of its caucus. He was therefore instrumental in placing Lincoln’s name in nomination for the presidency at the Republican National Convention.

In 1862 President Lincoln offered Pickering a diplomatic position in England or the governorship of the Washington Territory. Pickering chose the latter and took office in June 1862, serving until January 1866. He took an immediate interest in building infrastructure and was responsible for the building of various military roads funded by the U.S. government. Pickering was also instrumental in linking his territory with the transcontinental telegraph line, sending the first message from Olympia in September 1864. He also successfully urged the territorial legislature to provide for the care of the mentally ill.

Pickering returned to his home in Illinois when his term ended and was thereafter engaged in business. He died in Illinois on April 22, 1873.
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Wallace, William Henson (1811–1879)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of the Washington Territory (1861). William Henson Wallace was born on July 9, 1811, in Troy, Ohio, and moved to Indiana as a youth. He subsequently studied law, was admitted to the bar, and moved to the Wisconsin Territory (Iowa). Wallace established a law practice there and became involved in the local militia. In 1853 he moved to the newly organized Washington Territory, where he served on the territorial council during 1855–1856. In March 1861 President Abraham Lincoln appointed Wallace, a Republican, to the governorship of the Washington Territory. He did not serve, however, as he was about to begin a term as a territorial representative to Congress, a post he held from 1861 to 1863. L. Jay S. Turney was the unofficial acting governor until Lincoln appointed William Pickering governor in 1862. In 1863, Wallace was appointed governor of the newly created Idaho Territory, a post he retained until 1864. During 1864–1865 he was the Idaho territorial delegate to Congress. Wallace returned to the Washington Territory after leaving office and served as a probate judge in Pierce County, where he died on February 7, 1879.
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West Virginia

INTRODUCTION

The strategically important region of western Virginia was admitted into the United States as the state of West Virginia on constitutionally questionable grounds in 1863. Long before the Civil War erupted in April 1861, Virginians living west of the Allegheny Mountains had believed that the Tidewater-dominated government in Richmond favored large landholders and slave owners and thus did not represent their mountainous section’s interests. When Virginia seceded from the Union in May 1861, these western Virginians sought to form a new state loyal to the Union by seceding from Virginia.

What would become West Virginia had many militarily strategic features. The Ohio River transportation route lay along its western boundary, and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad—the only direct rail connection between the District of Columbia, Cincinnati, and St. Louis—ran through the region. Its rugged mountains formed a buffer against Confederate threats to Ohio and western Pennsylvania, and the region produced agricultural crops, livestock, salt, and abundant coal. The North desperately sought this area, but the U.S. Constitution (Article IV, Section 3.1) required the mother state’s permission to officially create a new state from an existing one.

In the end pragmatism won out, and West Virginia became the 35th state of the Union on June 20, 1863. It was the last slaveholding state admitted to the Union, although in reality there were few slaves present there. The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery nationwide two years later, which rendered the point moot in any case.

The war’s first relevant land battle was fought at Philippi or Philippa in western Virginia (West Virginia) on June 3, 1861. It was dubbed the “Philippi Races” because untrained, poorly armed Southern militiamen were quickly routed after being surprised in their camps. The Confederates were then driven from Rich Mountain on July 11, 1861. Confederate brigadier general Robert S. Garnett became the first general on either side to be killed in action, on July 13, 1861, at Carrick’s Ford.

Major General George B. McClellan, Union commander in the region, was rewarded for these early victories with command of the North’s largest force, the Army of the Potomac. Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans, who would later lead the Army of the Cumberland, succeeded him in command of the Department of West Virginia on July 23, 1861.

Confederate general Robert E. Lee arrived in western Virginia on August 3 to direct Confederate operations there. In his attempts to coordinate the actions of three uncooperative subordinates (Brigadier Generals John B. Floyd, William W. Loring, and Henry A. Wise), he chose diplomacy instead of a firm hand. In part this was due to ambiguity in Confederate command structure at this stage of the war, but it also displayed Lee’s tendency to entrust subordinates with too much independence in carrying out their orders, a trait that would adversely affect his 1863 Pennsylvania Campaign. Lee’s first field command of the war sputtered in the Battle of Cheat Mountain (August 11–15, 1861). This and his failure to create a unified command hurt his reputation. Upon his return to Richmond, he was for a time known as “Granny Lee.”

General Floyd won a tactical victory at Carnifax Ferry in the Big Kanawha Valley on September 10, 1861, but abandoned his position that night. By the winter of 1862, Union forces controlled most of the state. Sporadic clashes would continue throughout the war in the southern regions of West Virginia, but most fighting after 1861 occurred in the eastern panhandle. In fact, some towns there changed hands dozens of times. At Harpers Ferry, 12,000 Union troops were captured on September 16, 1862.

From April 22 to May 24, 1863, a two-pronged Confederate cavalry raid by Brigadier Generals William “Grumble” Jones and John D. Imboden through the north-central part of West Virginia terrified residents of the Monongahela and Little Kanawha Valleys. Here Jones led history’s first military action against an oil field, destroying equipment at Burning Springs near Elizabeth.

Other significant battles in the region included Charleston (September 13, 1862) and Droop Mountain (November 6, 1863). Union brigadier general William W. Averell’s 400-mile cavalry raid against Salem, Virginia, in December 1863 began and ended in West Virginia.

Fiercely divided loyalties in the state led to brutal guerrilla warfare. Neighbors murdered neighbors, and both sides burned homes, courthouses, schools, post offices, and other buildings. During the Battle of Fairmont (May 29, 1863), both men and women of the town came out to fight on both sides, turning the skirmish into a chaotic melee.

Prominent West Virginians on the Union side include James J. Andrews, the spy who led the raid that attempted to capture the locomotive the General at Big Shanty (Kennesaw), Georgia, on April 12, 1862; Major General Jesse Reno, killed while commanding IX Corps, Army of the Potomac, on Maryland’s South Mountain on September 14, 1862; and Major Martin R. Delaney, the U.S. Army’s first African American line officer.

Conspicuous Confederates from West Virginia include Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson; Brigadier General John McCausland, who burned Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, on July 30, 1864; and Colonel George S. Patton, grandfather of the legendary World War II commander. Robert E. Lee’s famed horse, Traveller, hailed from West Virginia’s Greenbrier Valley.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Charleston, West Virginia

Capital city of West Virginia. Charleston, West Virginia, is located in the west-central portion of the state at the confluence of the Kanawha and Elk Rivers. The city had an 1860 population of just 1,520.

The area’s first land deed to a European was made in 1773, although a permanent settlement did not occur until 1788, when a group of Virginia Rangers erected Fort Lee near the Elk River. By 1784, the tiny settlement now known as Charleston was officially recognized by the Virginia General Assembly. At the time, the town’s population numbered just 35 people. In the early 1790s, famed frontiersman and pioneer Daniel Boone became a local militia officer and represented Kanawha County for a time in the state assembly.

By the early 1800s, large salt wells had been discovered in the area around Charleston, which led to an economic and population boom. In an era before refrigeration, salt was critical in the processing and storage of food products, particularly meat. By 1820, the region was producing more salt than any other part of the nation. Around 1817, coal was discovered in the adjacent foothills and mountains. Coal was eventually harnessed to power equipment in the salt wells, but it would also become a primary fuel for steam engines, steamboats, and locomotives, among other applications. West Virginia’s coal supply was far greater than even its salt deposits.

Although there were divided loyalties in Charleston between those favoring the Union and those favoring the Confederacy, the lack of slaves and slave-based agriculture in the region virtually ensured that the majority of residents would not support the Southern cause. Also, much of the city’s economy was tied more directly to that of the Union, as its abundant coal supplies were used extensively in the industrialized Ohio River Valley (western Pennsylvania and eastern and southern Ohio), where many of the nation’s steel and iron forges were located. Not surprisingly, both Union and Confederate forces hoped to seize and occupy Charleston during the Civil War. Union forces occupied the city early on, but on September 13, 1862, a Confederate force under Major General William W. Loring compelled Union troops to withdraw. The Confederate occupation of Charleston lasted only until October 28, however, when Union forces, now reinforced, retook the city. It remained in Union control until war’s end.

In 1877, Charleston was selected to become West Virginia’s permanent capital. The city thereafter became an important industrial and coal-producing center. Today, the city’s economy has diversified and is less beholden to heavy industry and coal.
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Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Strategic town located in western Virginia (after June 1863 in northeastern West Virginia), situated at the juncture of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. Prior to the Civil War, Harpers Ferry was known as the locale of John Brown’s Raid of October 16–18, 1859, and for the federal arsenal there. Around 1750, Robert Harper received a land grant near the town’s present location, and in 1761 he established a ferry service across the Potomac. In 1799 the U.S. government established an arsenal at Harpers Ferry, which by 1861 had produced more than 600,000 muskets, rifles, and pistols for the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. When Virginia seceded in April 1861, the federal garrison at Harpers Ferry attempted to destroy the arsenal and its machinery, but locals saved most of the equipment, which the Confederates moved to Richmond.

Because of Harpers Ferry’s strategic location, both Union and Confederate troops frequently moved through the town, which changed hands eight times during the war. On September 15, 1862, Confederate major general Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson captured the town to secure the Confederate left flank as General Robert E. Lee advanced toward Sharpsburg, Maryland. On June 20, 1863, the western counties of Virginia, which included Harpers Ferry, seceded from Virginia and became the state of West Virginia, under Union control.

Confederate guerrilla leader Lieutenant Colonel John S. Mosby staged a daring raid on the outskirts of Harpers Ferry on October 13, 1864, after his men damaged the rail line leading into the town. A train passing over the sabotaged tracks in the predawn hours of October 13 partly derailed, and Mosby’s men proceeded to rob the passengers of their personal effects and also pilfered the train’s baggage car. Mosby’s raid netted the Confederate guerrillas some $173,000 in cash, which they quickly spirited away.

ROBERT B. KANE
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Parkersburg, West Virginia

City located in western West Virginia at the confluence of the Ohio and Little Kanawha Rivers. With an 1860 population of 2,493, Parkersburg was one of the largest cities in West Virginia at the time of the Civil War.

First settled in the late 1700s, the city was first known as Newport; in 1783, Alexander Parker secured a land grant in the area. Between 1783 and 1809, control of the city went back and forth between Newport’s founders and Parker and his heirs. In 1809 the conflict was resolved, and the town was renamed Parkersburg in 1810. Ten years later the Virginia General Assembly formally chartered Parkersburg as a town, and in 1860 it received a new charter as a city.

Parkersburg grew briskly during the first third of the 19th century owing to its location along the strategic Ohio River. By the 1820s it had developed significant river-port facilities, handling both passenger and freight traffic carried aboard the myriad steamboats that plied the Ohio. By the late 1830s Parkersburg had also become the western terminus of the Staunton–Parkersburg Turnpike (roughly paralleling modern-day U.S. Route 250), which linked the Ohio River with the upper Shenandoah Valley. In the meantime, the Northwest Turnpike (part of modern-day U.S. Route 50) also terminated at Parkersburg; this vital thoroughfare linked the Ohio River with Winchester, Virginia, and points east. In 1857 the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad began service to Parkersburg, which further enhanced the city’s strategic importance.

During the Civil War, tons of goods and war matériel passed through Parkersburg, as did troops from Ohio and western Virginia and West Virginia. Several large hospitals were also established at Parkersburg, including at least one floating hospital ship on the Ohio River. After the war, Parkersburg became a major industrial center and was home to tool and die works, a boiler manufacturer, an oil-refining facility, textile and silk works, lumber mills, iron and steel works, and several paper companies, among others. Today, Parkersburg remains as an important regional transportation and industrial hub. Its 2010 population was about 31,500.
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Wheeling, West Virginia

Important port city located in the northern panhandle of West Virginia along the Ohio River. Wheeling is situated just across the river from Ohio and only 11 miles west of the Pennsylvania border. Wheeling had an 1860 population of 14,083, making it the most populous city in western Virginia and, later, the largest city in West Virginia.

The area was first explored by the French during the early 1700s but came under British control after the 1754–1763 French and Indian War. In 1770, future U.S. president George Washington surveyed the region. The year before, Ebener Zane established the first settlement at Wheeling. Wheeling was chartered in 1795 by the Virginia General Assembly and was formally incorporated in 1805. Since 1774, a fort in the area, eventually named Fort Henry, protected settlers from hostile Native Americans.

Because of its location along the Ohio River and proximity to three states, Wheeling became the principal city in the upper Ohio River Valley. Steamboats provided the city’s ports with much business, and large warehouses were built near the river to house and store many different goods. In 1853 the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad began service to Wheeling, which directly linked the city with the important states of Ohio and Pennsylvania. Socially and economically, Wheeling had far more in common with the industrial North than it did with Virginia, particularly east of the Blue Ridge. Not surprisingly, the majority of residents, who did not identify with slavery or slave-based agriculture, wished to remain loyal to the Union during the 1860–1861 secession crisis. Wheeling thus became the epicenter of the movement to break with eastern Virginia, aided in part by the sizable numbers of German immigrants in Wheeling who did not identify with the Southern cause.

Two conventions met in the city in 1861 in an attempt to distance western Virginia from those who supported secession in the eastern part of the state. The second convention, which met in mid-June 1861, repudiated Virginia’s secession and formed a rump government, known as the Restored Government of Virginia, that would remain loyal to the Union. The convention even elected its own governor—Francis H. Pierpont. This arrangement formed the basis of West Virginia’s admission to the Union as a state on June 20, 1863.

After the war Wheeling flourished as a major transportation and industrial center, playing host to several large steel and iron-forging companies. Its population peaked in the 1930s, with more than 62,000 people, before gradually falling after World War II. Wheeling’s 2010 population was just 28,486.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Cheat Summit Fort

Federal redoubt built by order of Major General George B. McClellan in the summer of 1861. Also known as Fort Milroy, Cheat Summit Fort was designed principally to protect the east-west Staunton–Parkersburg Turnpike, a strategic road that linked western Virginia (later West Virginia) with the upper Shenandoah Valley at Staunton, as well as the nearby Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. The fort was located near the summit of Cheat Mountain, approximately 4,000 feet above sea level in Randolph County.

The earthwork fortification was constructed on land owned by a local farmer. Nearby timberland lining the turnpike was cleared to provide wood for the fort and to provide better sight lines for security. Many of the trees were used to line the outer earthworks, which featured sharpened points jutting outward.

The redoubt’s walls were 14 feet high, 8 feet thick at the base, and 4 feet thick at the top. Featuring a pit and a parapet, Cheat Summit Fort was augmented by a wood blockhouse nearby that commanded the approaches to the turnpike. Tunnels connected the various enclosures and earthworks, while a series of log cabins were erected on a nearby hillside where soldiers were housed.

In September 1861, Confederate forces under General Robert E. Lee assaulted Cheat Summit Fort, but they were unable to defeat Union troops there. Union forces used the site from which to launch the October 3, 1861, Battle of Greenbrier River, which ended inconclusively. The Union garrison at Cheat Summit Fort suffered terribly during the cold and snowy winter of 1860–1861, and the facility was again used as a staging area for the December 13, 1861, Battle of Allegheny Mountain, which ended in failure for the Federals. Later that winter, a major measles epidemic wrought havoc and caused numerous deaths in the fort. Cheat Summit Fort was abandoned in April 1862 and was not regarrisoned thereafter. Today, all that remains are the earthworks, parapet, and pit. The land is now part of the Monongahela National Forest and can be toured.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Boreman, Arthur Inghram (1823–1896)

Lawyer, politician, and first elected governor of West Virginia. Arthur Inghram Boreman was born on July 24, 1823, in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, but moved to Virginia with his parents in 1827. The family settled in Marshall County in 1840, and Boreman attended local schools. After reading for the law, he was admitted to the bar in 1845 and began a practice in Parkersburg. Boreman entered politics as a nominal Whig in 1855 and won a seat in the Virginia House of Delegates, where he served until 1861.

Boreman decried Southern secession, and in June 1861 he presided over the Second Wheeling Convention, which repudiated the Virginia secession ordinance, established the Restored Government of Virginia, and selected Francis H. Pierpont as the governor of the rump regime. These moves ultimately paved the way for the admission of West Virginia to the Union as a new state in June 1863. From 1861 to 1863, Boreman was a circuit court judge. Elected West Virginia’s first governor on the Constitutional Union ticket, he took office on June 20, 1863, and served until February 1869.

Boreman promptly moved to organize and equip new state militia units to combat Confederate guerrilla activities in southern West Virginia. He also helped establish the state Board of Public Works, the West Virginia Legal Code, and the state’s public school system. In the aftermath of the war, Boreman successfully urged legislation that barred former Confederates from voting or holding elective office.

Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1868 as a Republican, Boreman served during 1869–1875. Choosing not to stand for reelection in 1874, he returned to Parkersburg and resumed his law practice. In 1888 Boreman became judge of West Virginia’s fifth judicial circuit, a post he held until his death at Parkersburg on April 19, 1896.
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Pierpont, Francis Harrison (1814–1899)

Ardent opponent of Virginia’s secession and governor of the Restored Government of Virginia. Francis Harrison Pierpont was born near Morgantown in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) on January 25, 1814, but was raised in Fairmont. After graduating from Allegheny College, he taught school, studied law, and established a practice at Fairmont in 1842. His legal work for the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad proved to be highly lucrative, and in 1854 he established a coal mine near Fairmont, which made him a very wealthy man. First a Whig and then a Republican, Pierpont strongly opposed Virginia’s secession from the Union in April 1861 and was determined to organize a rump government of pro-Unionists in Virginia’s 27 northwestern counties.

The next month at a convention of antisecessionists in Wheeling, Pierpont led the charge for the establishment of a separate Virginia regime that would remain loyal to the Union. The delegates drafted a constitution, named their territory West Virginia, and unanimously elected Pierpont governor of the Restored Government of Virginia. Pierpont successfully raised funds to support the rump regime, mobilized and trained volunteers to defend the territory, and gained official recognition from the federal government. He lobbied Washington to admit West Virginia to the Union as a state, which was realized on June 20, 1863. A new governor was elected, however, and so Pierpont now presided over only areas in Virginia that Union forces controlled: Fairfax County, Loudon County, the town of Alexandria, the Eastern Shore region, and the area around Norfolk.

After the war Pierpont served as governor of all of Virginia until 1868, at which time he was replaced by a military governor. He returned to his law practice in Fairmont, West Virginia, and then served a term in the state legislature beginning in 1870. During 1881, he served briefly as a U.S. internal revenue collector and then helped organize the West Virginia Historical Society. Known as the “Father of West Virginia,” Pierpont died in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on March 24, 1899.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Andrews, James (1829–1862)

Union spy and saboteur. James Andrews was born in 1829 in what is now Weirton, West Virginia. The details of much of Andrews’s life remain obscure, but just prior to the Civil War he was working as a part-time singing instructor and house painter in Flemingsburg, Kentucky. Andrews began his espionage career as a freelance smuggler and purveyor of contraband, from which he profited handsomely. He never wore a uniform or enlisted in the Union Army, but he soon became an agent for the federal military. Before and during the Battle of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) in Tennessee, Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell employed Andrews’s services to scout Confederate defenses disguised as a civilian merchant. In March 1862 just prior to the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Buell charged Andrews with assembling a team of eight men in order to hijack a Confederate train in Atlanta, run it into Tennessee, and sever Confederate communications in western Tennessee by burning the rail bridge over the Tennessee River at Bridgeport. The plan was scuttled, however, when the designated rail engineer failed to show up on time.

Soon thereafter, Brigadier General Ormsby M. Mitchel hatched a similar scheme and asked Andrews to carry it out. This time Andrews was to recruit 24 Union volunteers—who would be dressed in civilian garb—and engage in the widespread destruction of Confederate rail lines, depots, telegraph lines, and bridges linking Atlanta with Chattanooga. On April 12 the operation began, with the team splitting into smaller groups and traveling to Marietta, Georgia, not far from Atlanta. The caper became known as the Great Locomotive Chase, which ended in abject failure because of inclement weather, the unexpected presence of Confederate troops, and the dogged pursuit of the conductor of the train stolen by Andrews’s men, who chased the saboteurs almost 90 miles by handcar, other locomotives, and on foot. Apprehended in southern Tennessee, Andrews was given a summary court-martial in Chattanooga and was hanged on June 7, 1862, in Atlanta.
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Jenkins, Albert Gallatin (1830–1864)

Confederate congressman and officer. Albert Gallatin Jenkins was born on November 10, 1830, in Cabell County, Virginia (now West Virginia). His family owned large tracts of land and was financially quite well off. Jenkins graduated from Jefferson College in 1848 and Harvard Law School in 1850. Admitted to the bar that same year, he established a successful law practice in Charleston, Virginia, and also tended to his family’s landholdings, which he inherited outright in 1859. A Democrat, Jenkins launched a successful bid for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from March 1857 until March 1861, when he resigned and began recruiting a Confederate cavalry company in western Virginia. Soon after the Civil War began in April, Jenkins became a captain in the 8th Virginia Cavalry Regiment, rising to lieutenant colonel in September; that autumn, he became the unit’s colonel and led it on several raids in western Virginia.

In February 1862 Jenkins became a delegate to the Confederate House of Representatives, a post he held until August 5, when he resigned to accept a brigadier general’s commission. Toward the end of that same month, he led his brigade on a 500-mile expedition throughout western Virginia and southeastern Ohio, where his men conducted numerous raids. In early June 1863, Jenkins’s brigade was attached to the Army of Northern Virginia.

Jenkins’s brigade participated in the June–July 1863 Gettysburg Campaign, during which his command took Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and threatened the state capital at Harrisburg. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3), Jenkins was seriously wounded. He did not return to duty until the autumn. He thereafter remained largely in western Virginia and West Virginia. Jenkins was wounded again at the Battle of Cloyd’s Mountain (May 9, 1864). The injury required the amputation of his arm, after which an infection set in. Jenkins never recovered and died in Pulaski County, Virginia, on May 21, 1864.
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Reno, Jesse Lee (1823–1862)

Union officer. Jesse Lee Reno (originally Renault) was born in Wheeling, Virginia (West Virginia), on June 20, 1823. At age nine he moved to Venango City, Pennsylvania, with his family. Reno graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of ordnance. In early 1947 he was dispatched to Major General Winfield Scott’s army in Mexico and served throughout the Mexico City Campaign (March–September) as an artillery officer, commanding the experimental Howitzer and Rocket Company that employed so-called mountain pack howitzers and Hale rockets. Distinguished service in the Battle of Cerro Gordo and the Battle of Chapultepec brought Reno brevet promotions to first lieutenant and captain.

After the war, Reno served as an instructor of mathematics at West Point during 1849 and then became assistant to the Ordnance Board at the Washington Arsenal. He also served as commanding officer of arsenals at Mount Vernon, Alabama, and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, winning promotion to first lieutenant in 1853 and to captain in 1860. During Brevet Brigadier General Albert Sidney Johnston’s campaign in Utah (1857–1858), Reno served as chief ordnance officer.

During the Civil War in November 1861, Reno was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He participated in Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside’s North Carolina expedition in the winter of 1861–1862 before taking command of a division in the Department of North Carolina. Promoted to major general in July 1862, Reno went north to Virginia where he commanded a division, and temporarily IX Corps, during the Second Bull Run Campaign. During the September 1862 Maryland Campaign, Reno again led IX Corps. On September 14, 1862, near South Mountain, Reno was exhorting his men onward as they made a difficult ascent up the slope on the Union left flank to beat back the Confederates, who had seized control of Fox’s Gap, when he was killed by Confederate rifle fire. Reno, Nevada, is named for him.
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NOTABLE BATTLES/RAIDS

Harpers Ferry, John Brown’s Raid on (October 16–18, 1859)

Attack by abolitionist John Brown against the U.S. arsenal in Harpers Ferry, Virginia (present-day West Virginia). By 1859 Brown, perhaps the nation’s most radical of abolitionist leaders, had concluded that if slavery was to be ended in the United States, it would have to be through violence rather than legal or legislative means. He had long believed that slaves in the South eagerly awaited an opportunity to revolt and as early as 1857 had identified Harpers Ferry as an excellent place to launch a slave insurrection.

In June 1858, Brown sent his associate John Cook to Harpers Ferry to scout the area. Aside from the 100,000 muskets stored in the U.S. government arsenal there, the town was ill-suited as a base for a slave revolt. Situated on a point of land where the Shenandoah River meets the Potomac River and overlooked by towering heights, the town was a natural trap. Furthermore, of its 2,500 residents, half were free blacks, and there were only 88 slaves. Although nearly 600,000 slaves lived in nearby Maryland and Virginia, barely 18,000 lived in the six counties surrounding Harpers Ferry.

Brown and three associates arrived in Harpers Ferry in early July 1859 to consult with Cook and conduct their own reconnaissance. Brown then rented a house in Maryland seven miles from the town, where he finalized his plans. A trickle of recruits joined him, while his son John Brown Jr. shipped them a quantity of rifles.

Brown planned to seize the town and the federal arsenal, armory, and rifle factory. As news of his actions spread, he expected thousands of slaves and sympathetic whites to join him. Once they were armed, he would strike south across Virginia into Tennessee and Alabama, attracting more rebellious slaves and dispatching parties to spread the insurrection. The overwhelmed planters would be forced to free their slaves, but if opposition proved to be too strong, Brown planned to establish runaway slave communities in the mountains and hold out indefinitely.

After nightfall on October 16 Brown put his plan into action, leading 16 whites and 5 black men into Harpers Ferry. They cut the telegraph wires and then captured the arsenal’s watchman, superintendent, armorer, and machinist, along with several townspeople. The plan, however, began to unravel shortly after midnight. Brown’s followers shot and wounded the arsenal’s relief watchman, stopped a train outside of town, and in the ensuing confusion killed the railroad station’s baggage master, a free black man. Brown eventually permitted the train to pass. Upon reaching Monocacy, Maryland, the train’s crew reported that a slave revolt was under way in Harpers Ferry.

As the assault began, gunshots had awakened the town’s residents. Some fled, but others armed themselves and fought Brown. By late morning on October 17, the residents had been reinforced by militia from Maryland and Virginia. Brown and his followers in town now had to take refuge in the armory’s rifle factory and fire engine house. Those men Brown had left to guard the bridges were driven off and joined Brown’s main party.

Realizing that he was trapped, Brown sent an emissary with an offer to release his 30 prisoners in exchange for permission to leave the town unharmed. This messenger was captured, and 2 other messengers, including Brown’s son Watson, were shot down under a flag of truce. Another of Brown’s followers was killed while fleeing. The raiders then shot 1 of the besiegers and Mayor Fontaine Beckham. Later in the day, townspeople and militia stormed the rifle factory. The 3 raiders there ran for their lives; 2 were killed, and 1 was captured. A company of militia charged the engine house, broke open the windows, and released several captives.

When news of the raid reached Washington, D.C., on October 17, President James Buchanan ordered 90 marines to Harpers Ferry. He also sent Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart to summon Colonel Robert E. Lee, on leave at home in Arlington, Virginia, to take command and suppress the uprising. The marines arrived during the night. On the morning of October 18, Lee sent Stuart to demand Brown’s unconditional surrender. When Brown insisted that he and his followers be allowed to leave, Stuart signaled the marines, who stormed the engine house. In the ensuing melee, Brown was wounded and captured, several raiders were killed, and the prisoners were freed. Altogether, 10 of Brown’s followers died, including his sons Watson and Oliver, along with 4 civilians and 1 marine. Eight raiders escaped, but 2 were soon captured.

Charged with murder, treason, and inciting a slave revolt, Brown was tried in Charleston, Virginia, on October 27. He was found guilty and on December 2 was hanged. His actions inflamed existing tensions between the North and the South and helped to bring on the Civil War.
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Philippi, Battle of (June 3, 1861)

Early war engagement in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia). The Battle of Philippi was the first land engagement of the Civil War. With the beginning of the war in April 1861, leaders in both the North and the South recognized the strategic significance of western Virginia. The area had the ability to provide thousands of recruits to the respective armies, was rich in mineral resources, and could be used as a staging ground for launching raids into the heartland of the opponent. Most important, the key communications link of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad traversed much of the region, running east-west from Martinsburg to Wheeling on the Ohio River.

Almost immediately, Confederate colonel George Porterfield occupied the rail terminus at Grafton and ordered his troops to destroy bridges northwest of Fairmont. Union major general George B. McClellan responded quickly to Porterfield’s possession of the Grafton rail center. McClellan ordered Colonel Benjamin F. Kelley and the 1st (West) Virginia Volunteer Infantry to proceed cautiously from Wheeling to Fairmont, repairing the railroad bridges between the two points. As news of Kelley’s advance reached Porterfield, he requested reinforcements from Colonel Thomas J. Jackson at Harpers Ferry. Porterfield, however, was unable to secure the additional troops, so he evacuated Grafton, regrouping 15 miles to the south at Philippi.

Union forces now converged on Philippi. One column of 1,600 men under Kelley moved from Grafton, while another column of 1,400 men under Brigadier General Ebenezer Dumont moved on Philippi from Webster to the west. The two Union columns arrived at Philippi before dawn on June 3.

Fighting commenced on June 3, 1861. Kelley, augmented by regiments from Ohio and Indiana, attacked Porterfield’s 800 Confederate troops, forcing them from the town. As the raw, untested recruits struggled amid the confusion of battle, Confederate forces retreated so quickly from the town that the battle became known in the North as the Philippi Races. The Union victory resulted in 15 Confederate casualties. Union forces suffered 2 men wounded, including Kelley. Porterfield was pleased that so many of his men had been able to escape, largely the result of the absence of Union cavalry. Following the hasty retreat, Union troops secured munitions, baggage, and personal effects belonging to the Confederates.

The Union victory at Philippi had profound implications for western Virginia. The region was later formed into the state of West Virginia and was admitted to the Union in 1863. Also, for the time being at least, the Union had secured control of the vital Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.
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Carnifex Ferry, Battle of (September 10, 1861)

Engagement that occurred near the Gauley River in Nicholas County, western Virginia (West Virginia). The Battle of Carnifex Ferry followed a series of skirmishes earlier that summer between Union and Confederate forces for control of the Kanawha Valley and access to the nearby Ohio River.

Confederate brigadier general John B. Floyd’s Army of the Kanawha’s defeat of a Union regiment in a surprise attack at Cross Lanes on August 26 from his position near Carnifex Ferry set the stage for a clash with Union brigadier general William S. Rosecrans’s Army of Western Virginia. Emboldened by his victory and in need of flour from local mills for his 2,000 men, Floyd strengthened his entrenchments at Camp Gauley on the northern bluffs of the Gauley River overlooking the ferry.

Rosecrans began moving his 6,000 men southward from Sutton on September 7. Not finding Floyd at Cross Lanes on September 10, Rosecrans probed along the Carnifex Ferry Road with regiments of his 1st Brigade. Advancing through heavy woodlands, the brigade stumbled into the center and left wing of Floyd’s defenses around 3:00 p.m. A withering fire from the Confederates compelled Rosecrans to rush the 2nd and 3rd Brigades forward with the plan to strike Floyd’s vulnerable right with a diversionary attack on the left. The main assault failed largely because of steep and rocky terrain.

Nightfall forced Rosecrans to withdraw his units to prepare for a morning attack. Rosecrans’s army suffered 27 killed and 103 wounded from the day’s fighting, including those from friendly fire. The Confederates suffered no deaths and only 20 wounded.

Wounded in the melee, Floyd knew that he was outnumbered and could not count on reinforcements from his bitter rival Brigadier General Henry A. Wise, who was ensconced south of the river to guard against a possible Union attack by way of the Gauley Bridge. During the night, Floyd quietly extricated his army and crossed the river undetected on a footbridge and in a few boats. The Confederate press extolled Floyd’s stand and escape against a numerically superior enemy, but for all practical purposes Floyd’s and Wise’s subsequent joint retreat eastward to Big Sewell Mountain solidified Union control of the Kanawha and Ohio River Valleys for the remainder of the war.
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Cheat Mountain, Battle of (September 11–15, 1861)

Early battle in western Virginia. The effort against the Union stronghold at Cheat Mountain, Virginia (today eastern West Virginia), was General Robert E. Lee’s first operation of the Civil War. The battle occurred during September 11–15, 1861, in Pocahontas County, Virginia (now West Virginia). Cheat Mountain was a strategic location in central western Virginia that permitted control of important nearby mountain passes and the Staunton–Parkersburg Turnpike.

Lee hoped to wrest control of territory in pro-Union western Virginia secured at the beginning of the war by Major General George B. McClellan. In the Cheat Mountain area, Union brigadier general Joseph J. Reynolds commanded a brigade of six regiments totaling about 2,000 men. Lee’s plan to secure Cheat Mountain involved a two-pronged simultaneous attack: the first against Union colonel Nathan Kimball’s 14th Indiana Infantry Regiment entrenched at the summit of Cheat Mountain and the second against Reynolds’s other five regiments at Elkwater, covering the turnpike in the Tygart Valley. The division of Union forces involved a separation of about seven miles.

Lee took personal command of the 15,000 men of Brigadier General William Wing Loring’s Confederate Army of the Northwest, dividing them into five separate columns. The Confederates were forced to operate independently because of the difficult terrain and torrential rains that had slowed transit; they were not able to make contact with each other or coordinate their attacks. The Confederates marched toward Cheat Mountain on September 10 in a persistent driving rain. Union defenders were knowledgeable of the terrain and trails on Cheat Mountain and conducted aggressive probes against Confederate forces. Colonel Albert Rust, commanding the 3rd Arkansas Infantry Regiment, believed that he had located a concealed route to the Union position on the summit. Lee’s plan called for Rust to begin the attack. Then the remaining Confederates would strike.

On September 11, the first action occurred as Reynolds’s men blunted the Confederate attack at Conrad’s Mill; Reynolds then fell back to Elkwater. On September 12, the Confederates engaged Reynolds’s men at Elkwater while also cutting off the turnpike to Kimball’s rear. Meanwhile, Rust was supposed to carry out the attack on the summit of Cheat Mountain but hesitated, the victim of both poor intelligence and caution. Indeed, several captured Union pickets led Rust and Confederate brigadier general Samuel R. Anderson to believe that the Confederate plans were well known to the Union forces, that reinforcements had been summoned by telegraph, and that there were 4,000–5,000 Union defenders on the summit. In fact, Rust’s 1,600 men faced only about 300 Union soldiers operating forward of the Union fortifications. Believing that his men were heavily outnumbered and had lost surprise, Rust abandoned Lee’s plan and withdrew.

The Confederate attack against Union forces at Elkwater on September 13 saw Union forces put up a steep resistance. Confederate colonel John A. Washington was killed while conducting reconnaissance during the engagement, and Confederate troops did not press their attack. Reynolds was so confident in his ability to hold his position that he dispatched two regiments to assist the garrison atop Cheat Mountain, although these reinforcements proved unnecessary.

Lee’s forces withdrew from the area two days later. Reynolds then began planning an attack against Confederate forces at the Greenbrier River. Later in October 1861 Lee renewed his attack against Union forces at Laurel Mountain, but the action was called off because of logistical and communications problems. By the end of October, Lee was recalled to Richmond, Virginia, having achieved little in his campaign in western Virginia. Dubbed “Granny Lee” by the Southern press, Lee was temporarily exiled to South Carolina, where he was to supervise the construction of coastal fortifications. Indeed, he made multiple mistakes in his first battle, particularly in allowing a subordinate with no prior experience to play such a critical role on which all else depended. There were approximately 200 casualties in the Battle of Cheat Mountain, divided almost equally between the Union and Confederate forces.
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Harpers Ferry, Battle of (September 12–15, 1862)

Engagement during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). As part of Confederate commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of the North, he detached a substantial portion of his force in three divisions to take Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now part of West Virginia). Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson and 11,500 men were to cross the Potomac River and attack Harpers Ferry from the west, while a column of 8,000 men under Major General Lafayette McLaws was to take the Maryland Heights and Brigadier General John G. Walker and 3,400 men were to secure Loudoun Heights, thereby commanding the town from the east and west. Lee wanted to capture the substantial stocks of arms and ammunition at the federal arsenal there but also needed to secure his flank and supply lines as he moved north and during his subsequent withdrawal. Lee was being pursued by Union forces under Major General George B. McClellan that outnumbered his own army by more than two to one. However, Lee took the risky strategy of dividing his forces because he believed, correctly as it turned out, that McClellan would be slow to move. Lee would thus have time to concentrate his forces before the major confrontation with McClellan could occur.

McClellan had requested that the Harpers Ferry’s garrison of 14,000 men under Colonel Dixon S. Miles be added to his own forces, but Union general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck refused, expecting Miles to be able to hold. Miles should have been able to do so, but apparently taking literally his orders “to hold the town,” he insisted on keeping most of his men together near the town rather than positioning them to hold the critical high ground that commanded it. Also, many men in the garrison were poorly trained.

The first Confederates arrived on September 12, and inconclusive skirmishing occurred over the weakly defended Maryland Heights. Major Confederate attacks the next day gave the Confederates that commanding position. The last Confederate troops came up that afternoon and occupied the undefended positions west and south of the town. Jackson carefully positioned his artillery around Harpers Ferry and ordered Major General A. P. Hill to prepare to attack the Union left.

Meanwhile, Miles rejected suggestions advanced by Colonel Benjamin F. Davis and other subordinate commanders that they attempt a breakout on the night of September 14. Davis was determined to try nonetheless, with or without orders, and succeeded in breaking free that night with 1,400 cavalrymen.

By the morning of September 15, Jackson had some 50 guns in position on the Maryland Heights and at the base of Loudoun Heights. After the artillery barrage began and just before the infantry attack could occur, Miles decided that the situation was hopeless and ordered a surrender. Before he could personally do so, he was struck and mortally wounded by an artillery shell (he died the next day). Union losses in the fighting were 44 killed and 173 wounded. The Confederates suffered 39 killed and 247 wounded. At Harpers Ferry, Jackson took 12,419 prisoners, 13,000 small arms, 73 cannon, 200 wagons, and considerable stocks of military equipment in what was the largest Union surrender of the war.

Leaving a division to guard the prisoners and equipment, Jackson then proceeded by forced marches with the rest of his men to join Lee at Sharpsburg, Maryland, arriving there in time to participate in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

SPENCER C. TUCKER

Further Reading

Robertson, James I., Jr. Stonewall Jackson: The Man, the Soldier, the Legend. New York: Macmillan, 1997.

Sears, Stephen W. Landscape Turned Red: The Battle of Antietam. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1983.

Jones and Imboden Raid (Spring 1863)

Spectacular Confederate raid into western Virginia. The Jones and Imboden Raid was primarily directed against the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (B&O), important for Union military operations in the region as well as for the movement of coal and timber supplies for the Union war effort. Confederate brigadier general John D. Imboden strongly supported such a raid in a letter to Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee. Imboden hoped that it would defeat Union garrisons and destroy bridges and trestles on the B&O. He also saw it as a means to assist Confederate recruiting, topple the Union state government at Wheeling, and secure foodstuffs, horses, and cattle. Confederate leaders in Richmond hoped that the raid would draw off Union troops from Winchester. They also hoped that Imboden might hold much of western Virginia and destroy a wide swath of the Union railroad system west of the Alleghenies, goals beyond his means.

Richmond expanded the raid by adding forces under Brigadier General William E. “Grumble” Jones. Imboden and Jones met, conferred with Lee, and agreed on a two-pronged attack. Imboden was to lead one brigade in a single column against Beverly, Philippi, and Grafton. Jones’s brigade would parallel Imboden’s route to the north, advance to Moorefield, secure control of the Northwest Turnpike, and attack the B&O at Oakland and Rowlesburg. The two would then simultaneously attack the B&O at Oakland and Grafton.

Lee thought the raid significant enough to furnish Imboden with two veteran infantry regiments, the 25th and 31st Virginia. On April 20, 1863, after almost a month of preparation, Imboden set his men in motion west from Shenandoah Mountain. He commanded 3,365 men, several hundred of whom were mounted. The weather was vile; pouring rain turned into snow, and the march over the mountains on roads that became quagmires was difficult.

At the same time, Jones left Lacey Springs with 3,500 men. His route of march proceeded through Brock’s Gap to Moorefield, but high water at Moorefield forced Jones into a 12-mile detour to Petersburg in order to cross the Potomac River. He then sent back his dismounted men and wagon trains along with a 300-man cavalry escort, reducing his force by 1,000 men. Most Union units had moved westward on the railroad to intercept Imboden, so at Greenland Gap Jones’s force encountered only a detachment of 83 men of the 23rd Illinois. At a cost of 7 killed and 24 men wounded, the Union soldiers held up Jones for four hours.

Meanwhile, Imboden’s force ran into 1,500 Union troops south of Beverly. Imboden split his force and flanked the defenders, who after several hours withdrew toward Philippi. Darkness halted the Confederate pursuit. Casualties on both sides were slight: 16 Union and 3 Confederate. Beverly, however, yielded some $100,000 in supplies, including badly needed ammunition.

Union area commander Brigadier General Benjamin Roberts wired Union general in chief Major General Henry Halleck that the poor state of the roads prevented him from protecting the B&O. Halleck fired back a scathing reply, ordering Roberts to defend the railroad and stating that he did not understand how the roads could be impassible to Union troops “when, by your own account, they are passable enough to the enemy.”

On April 26, Imboden departed Beverly for Buckhannon. He was halfway there when he received word that a Union brigade had arrived at Philippi by rail from New Creek. With one Union force at Buckhannon and another at Philippi, Imboden fell back on Beverly rather than risk being cut off. Roberts, meanwhile, concentrated at Buckhannon. Worrying about that position and aware that Clarksburg with its military stores and railroad was vital, on April 28 he concentrated his 2,800 men there. When Imboden’s scouts informed him that Union troops were evacuating Buckhannon, he immediately resumed his advance. The Confederates found most of the Union stores destroyed, but they rounded up horses and cattle.

Imboden then rested his men and awaited Jones, who arrived at Buckhannon with part of his command on April 29. Jones’s men had destroyed nine railroad bridges. They had also captured two trains and an artillery piece and had taken 500 prisoners, 1,200–1,500 horses, and 1,000 cattle.

Jones and Imboden originally planned to attack Clarksburg, but they decided that even their combined force, which had been reduced by sickness and the need to guard captured livestock, was too weak to do that. The two decided to separate again. Imboden would head south toward Summersville, while Jones would move westward to attack the B&O.

Jones then captured the railroad guard at West Union and Cairo, burned five more bridges, and damaged a tunnel. His men then ravaged the Kanawha Valley petroleum fields, setting fire to 150,000 barrels of oil at Oiltown. Jones then set off to rejoin Imboden. Meanwhile, Imboden at Summersville took a 28-wagon Union provision train pulled by 170 mules, captured a large number of livestock, and damaged the federal depot.

Jones rejoined Imboden at Summersville on May 14. The two Confederate generals agreed that they had accomplished their aims and separated. Imboden then moved toward Lewisburg. Along the way at Fayetteville, the Confederates defeated a Union cavalry thrust to seize the Confederate supply train.

The raiders returned to the Shenandoah Valley by the end of May. They had brought off more than 5,000 cattle and 1,200 horses, and their raid had destroyed 24 bridges, damaged a tunnel, and cut telegraph lines. They had also burned large stocks of oil, captured 1,000 small arms and an artillery piece, destroyed Union supply depots, and inflicted 800 Union casualties. Confederate losses were slight. General Lee reported that the raid “rendered valuable service in the collection of stores and in making the enemy uneasy for his communication with the West.” Politically, the raid temporarily broke up the Unionist convention at Wheeling and diverted thousands of Union troops to the region. However, on its reconstitution, the Wheeling assembly voted to create the state of West Virginia.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

Further Reading

Summers, Festus P. “The Jones-Imboden Raid.” West Virginia History 1 (October 1939): 15–29.

Tucker, Spencer C. Brigadier General John D. Imboden: Confederate Commander in the Shenandoah. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2003.


44

Wisconsin

INTRODUCTION

Wisconsin, located in the upper Midwest, is bordered to the south by Illinois, to the north by Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and Lake Superior, to the east by Lake Michigan, and to the west by Iowa and Minnesota. Much of Wisconsin’s western boundary is along the Mississippi River. Despite having only been admitted to the Union in 1848, Wisconsin’s population had grown rapidly, and in 1860 the state had a population of 775,881. Wisconsin boasted one of the nation’s leading agricultural economies. Until about 1850 wheat had been the main source of agricultural output, but soil depletion, insects, and other hazards had made wheat production increasingly unpopular. As wheat production shifted to Iowa and Minnesota, dairy farming and livestock raising soon displaced it as the leading agricultural endeavor of Wisconsin farmers. In the densely forested northern part of the state, logging was the major economic resource. Not surprisingly, Wisconsin was predominantly rural and possessed few cities of any notable size.

Because of its decidedly northern location and the lack of slave labor, Wisconsin remained loyal to the Union and provided many soldiers and millions of pounds of raw material for the war effort. Unlike the border states, Wisconsin suffered very few political or social fractures as a result of the war.

Between 1861 and 1865, Wisconsin provided 91,379 men to the Union war effort. Of that number, 79,934 were volunteers, and 11,445 were substitutes or draftees. The men served in 52 full regiments plus smaller cavalry and artillery units. Also included were sharpshooters, scouts, sailors, 3 brigade bands, and African American units. Between 1861 and 1862 alone, Wisconsin assembled 11 infantry regiments, 3 of which (the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin Infantry Regiments) along with the 19th Indiana formed the legendary Iron Brigade of the West. Some 11,583 Wisconsin soldiers and sailors died in the Civil War from battle wounds and disease or illness.

Out of Wisconsin came Brigadier General Lewis Cass Hunt and the dashing Cushing brothers—William B. Cushing, Alonzo B. Cushing, and Howard B. Cushing. Alonzo was killed during Pickett’s Charge at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Quite enamored with Wisconsin troops, Major General William T. Sherman once boasted that a “Wisconsin regiment [was estimated to be] equal to an ordinary brigade.” Wisconsin soldiers saw action in every Southern state with the exception of Florida.

In addition to the many troops that Wisconsin raised for the war effort, it also provided an estimated 17 million pounds of lead, wool, and food raised on 2 million acres of land throughout the state. The logging industry also contributed greatly to the war effort, especially in shipbuilding, paper production, and other industries requiring the use of wood products.
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KEY CITIES/TOWNS

Madison, Wisconsin

Capital city of Wisconsin. Madison is located in south-central Wisconsin among four principal lakes: Mendota, Monona, Waubesa, and Kegonsa. All are fed by the Yahara River. Madison had an 1860 population of 6,611.

Madison was established in 1836 by James Duane Doty, who purchased land in the area for the purpose of building a city there. Named after President James Madison, the city was chosen to be the territorial capital in late 1836. The capitol building was completed in 1838, at which time the territorial legislation first met in Madison. The next year, the city was formally surveyed and laid out. Madison was incorporated as a village in 1846 and remained the capital city after Wisconsin joined the Union as a state in 1848.

The University of Wisconsin was founded in Madison in 1848, and in 1854 the city was first served by the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad. These two developments greatly accelerated economic development in the area, and between 1850 and 1860 Madison’s population increased by more than 330 percent. By the eve of the Civil War, Madison had become a regional trade and commercial center, a major market for seasonal agricultural products, and the seat of both county and state government. The overwhelming majority of Madison’s residents decried secession and were strong supporters of the Union.

Once the war began in 1861, Madison became a major mustering point and training area for state troops being inducted into Union service. On Madison’s west side, Camp Randall was constructed and served as a training center, a military hospital, and a detention center for captured Confederate soldiers.
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Wisconsin city located on the southwestern shore of Lake Michigan at the confluence of the Milwaukee, Menominee, and Kinnickinnic Rivers. Milwaukee is situated about 85 miles due north of Chicago and had an 1860 population of 45,246.

Milwaukee has been Wisconsin’s largest city since the state entered the Union in 1848. Prior to European contact and settlement, the area that became Milwaukee (thought to be an Ojibwa or Pottawatomie word) was inhabited by various Native American groups. In 1785, French Canadian fur trader Alexis Laframboise established a trading post along the shore of Lake Michigan. Other fur traders followed suit. In 1818 another French Canadian, Solomon Juneau, established a trading post and a small settlement along the Menomonee River; in 1825, that outpost was moved to a spot along the Milwaukee River and became known as Juneautown. Two other competing settlements sprang up nearby, and in 1846 they were united as one town, which formally took the name Milwaukee. Juneau became the first mayor. That same decade Milwaukee experienced a large influx of German immigrants, who permanently altered the young city’s society and culture.

Milwaukee grew rapidly between 1840 and 1860, its population swelling from 1,700 to more than 45,000. Because of its location at the confluence of three rivers along the shore of Lake Michigan, Milwaukee developed into a significant inland port, serving various parts of the Midwest; it also became a fairly significant rail hub by the late 1850s. Also, its close proximity to Chicago, then one of the fastest growing cities in the nation, provided Milwaukee with economic advantages. There was scattered industry within the city by the eve of the Civil War, but it paled in comparison to cities in the East and in the eastern and southern parts of the Midwest.

Milwaukee residents were staunchly pro-Union during the secession crisis and enthusiastically supported the Union war program. Indeed, the large German émigré community helped solidify pro-Union sentiments. These individuals did not understand or benefit from a slave-labor system, and because many of them had fled their homeland due to autocracy and political repression, they refused to back the Confederacy. After the war Milwaukee continued to grow briskly, attracting many other immigrant groups, including Poles, Russians, Italians, and Slavs. The city also experienced significant industrialization.
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KEY MILITARY FACILITIES

Camp Randall

Major mustering point and training facility for Union soldiers. Named after Governor Alexander Randall, Camp Randall was located in Madison, Wisconsin, on state-owned fairgrounds adjacent to the campus of the University of Wisconsin. The camp encompassed 53.5 acres of land. Camp Randall was the largest of its kind in the state, and some 70,000 soldiers were processed there between 1861 and 1865.

Many Madison residents were leery of the camp, fearing that so many young recruits and inductees might result in vice and other undesirable activity. Initially, local residents tried to embrace the facility and even provided homemade goods and food to the troops; however, when loud and raucous behavior became the norm, Madison’s population cast a jaundiced eye on Camp Randall. During May–June 1862, some 1,400 Confederate soldiers were held as prisoners at Camp Randall; they had been captured during the April 7, 1862, Battle of Island No. 10 near New Madrid, Missouri. Later, Camp Randall was incorporated into the University of Madison campus, and in 1917 the university’s football stadium was built on part of its grounds; the stadium still bears its name.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, CIVILIAN

Harvey, Louis Powell (1820–1862)

Governor of Wisconsin (1862). Louis Powell Harvey was born on July 22, 1820, in East Haddam, Connecticut, but moved with his family to northern Ohio as a youth. Harvey spent two years at Western Reserve College (1835–1857), but poor health forced him to leave school before receiving a degree. He then became a teacher in Kentucky and Cincinnati before moving to Kenosha, Wisconsin, where he founded an academy. Harvey also operated a mill and was a shopkeeper before becoming editor of the Southport American, a Whig newspaper, a post he held during 1843–1846.

Harvey soon caught the eye of local Whigs and subsequently held a series of elected offices, including state senator (1854–1857), first as a Whig and then as a Republican, and then as secretary of state (1860–1862). Known for his honesty and hard work, Harvey was nominated for governor in 1861 and easily defeated his Democratic opponent, taking office in January 1862.

Harvey had to face down the state legislature early in his term when it refused to appropriate funds with which to pay disabled soldiers and their dependents. Eventually he did convince the legislature to use a war tax to pay for such necessities. The governor took a keen interest in the welfare of Wisconsin troops and often visited hospitals and camps. After the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), during which many Wisconsin men were killed or wounded, Harvey personally led an expedition south to provide for the troops. Late on the evening of April 19, 1862, near Savannah, Tennessee, as Harvey was moving from one ship to another, he slipped and fell into the Tennessee River and drowned. His body was not recovered until two weeks later, some 65 miles downriver.
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Lewis, James Taylor (1819–1904)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of Wisconsin. James Taylor Lewis was born on October 30, 1819, in Clarendon, New York. As a young man, he taught school for a time and then read for the law. Meanwhile, his father, a land speculator, became interested in selling and settling land in Wisconsin, and Lewis accompanied him to the territory in 1840.

Five years later, Lewis decided to move to the Wisconsin Territory and settled in Columbus, where he opened a successful law practice. Initially a Democrat, he served as a district attorney for Columbia County and was also a county judge. During 1847–1848, he was a delegate to the state constitutional convention.

In 1852 Lewis served in the Wisconsin State Assembly, and the following year he took a seat in the Wisconsin Senate. Elected lieutenant governor, he served from 1854 until 1856. Thereafter he eschewed politics to concentrate on his legal career. In 1861, now as a Republican, Lewis reentered the political fray when he was elected Wisconsin secretary of state, a post he held from 1862 until 1864. In 1863, he was elected governor and served from January 1864 to January 1866.

As governor, Lewis strongly supported the Abraham Lincoln administration, and his war program ensured that his state provided ample troops for federal service. Lewis also made a number of trips to military camps and hospitals, where he visited with the troops, and he was influential in securing permission to repatriate the state’s ill and injured soldiers. Also, he helped create several soldiers, and soldiers’ orphans’ homes. Honoring his pledge not to seek reelection in 1865, he left office in January 1866.

Lewis returned to his home in Columbus, where he continued to practice law and stayed active in local politics. He is credited with having been a primary force in providing both electric and public water service to the town. Lewis died in Columbus, on August 5, 1904.
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Randall, Alexander Williams (1819–1872)

Attorney, politician, and governor of Wisconsin. Alexander Williams Randall was born on October 31, 1819, in Ames, New York, where his father was a lawyer and common pleas court judge. The younger Randall studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1838. Moving to Prairieville (now Waukesha), Wisconsin, he opened a legal practice and also served as the local postmaster. A firm opponent of slavery and a free-soil Democrat, Randall was elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly in 1848 and then served as a circuit court judge in Milwaukee during 1855–1857. In 1857, now a Republican, he was elected governor and took office in January 1858.

When the Civil War began in April 1861 and President Abraham Lincoln issued a call for troops, Randall moved quickly and aggressively to raise, train, and equip Wisconsin soldiers for Union service. His work was so effective that by late June 1861, six Wisconsin regiments had already been dispatched to the war front. The governor helped to establish the state’s largest mustering-in and training facility in Madison, which was soon dubbed Camp Randall. While Randall was adept at raising troops, he was less so in equipping them. Indeed, the high costs of training and equipping state troops alienated many voters, and in 1861 he decided not to seek another term in office.

In January 1862 after Randall left office, President Abraham Lincoln named him U.S. minister to the Vatican, a post that Randall held until 1863 when he was named assistant postmaster general. In July 1866 he became postmaster general, the first individual from Wisconsin to hold a U.S. government cabinet position. After leaving office in 1869, Randall moved to Elmira, New York, where he practiced law. He died there on July 26, 1872.
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Salomon, Edward (1828–1909)

Lawyer, politician, and governor of Wisconsin. Edward Salomon was born on August 11, 1828, in Stroebeck, Prussia, and graduated from the University of Berlin in 1849. Later the same year, he immigrated to the United States and settled in Wisconsin. After teaching school for a time, he read for the law. Passing the bar in 1855, Salomon established a successful legal practice.

Salomon entered local politics as a Democrat, but by 1860 he had become a Republican. In 1861, he was elected lieutenant governor. Salomon and Governor Louis P. Harvey took office in January 1862. On April 19 Harvey died during a trip to visit Wisconsin soldiers in Tennessee, and Salomon became governor.

Salomon’s coarse personality did not always ingratiate him with his constituents, but he strongly supported President Abraham Lincoln and his war policies. When Lincoln asked for more troops in June 1862, Salomon willingly obliged, but many in his state were reluctant to answer the call, especially in the immigrant communities where support for the war was not terribly high. During the summer of 1862 numerous Wisconsin communities experienced draft riots, including the destructive Port Washington Draft Riot, and some draft resisters attacked the homes of Republicans and Union officials. Salomon responded with a heavy hand, ordering the arrest of hundreds of protesters and vowing to enforce the draft call by any means necessary. In the end, he raised 14 regiments but at the cost of his governorship. Salomon did not receive his party’s nomination in 1863 and left office on January 4, 1864.

Salomon actively campaigned for Lincoln in 1864 and ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate later in the decade. By 1870 he had settled in New York City, where he practiced law in the German émigré community. Salomon was an unsuccessful candidate for a seat on the New York Supreme Court in 1882 and later moved back to Germany. Salomon died in Frankfurt on April 21, 1909. His brother Friedrich was a brigadier general in the Union Army.
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NOTABLE INDIVIDUALS, MILITARY

Bailey, Joseph (1825–1867)

Union officer. Joseph Bailey was born on May 6, 1825, in Pennsville, Ohio. He moved to Illinois as a young boy and studied civil engineering there. In 1847 Bailey moved to Wisconsin, where he became a lumberman. On July 2, 1861, he entered the U.S. Volunteers as a captain in the 4th Wisconsin Infantry. He was soon dispatched to the Department of the Gulf, where he remained for much of the war. In 1862 Bailey participated in the occupation of New Orleans and in the taking of Port Hudson, Louisiana (July 9, 1863), rising through the ranks to lieutenant colonel.

Bailey’s most important service came during the failed Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), when Major General Nathaniel P. Banks and Rear Admiral David D. Porter led a combined land and naval assault up Louisiana’s Red River that was designed to secure Shreveport and penetrate eastern Texas. Stopping short of Shreveport, Banks and Porter reluctantly called for a withdrawal but not before rapidly falling water levels threatened to strand numerous Union warships above the Alexandria rapids. Bailey, who was now chief engineer of XIX Corps, came up with the radical plan of designing and building wing dams to raise the water level sufficiently so that Porter’s ships could negotiate the rapids. Bailey’s scheme seemed almost preposterous: raise the water level by at least 7 feet in an area where the Red River was 760 feet wide. Porter and Banks agreed to let him try, with Banks providing the bulk of the manpower. The dams were constructed of stone-filled cribs, bricks, downed trees, and even heavy machinery from a nearby cotton mill and a sugar refinery. By May 13, all of the stranded vessels had safely navigated the rapids.

Several days later near the confluence of the Red and Atchafalaya Rivers, Bailey’s engineering prowess was again proven when he constructed a makeshift bridge of steamers so that General Banks’s extensive wagon train could make it across the Atchafalaya. Highly praised by both Banks and Porter, Bailey was promoted to colonel and brevetted brigadier general in June. He was also rewarded with the Thanks of Congress. Porter proclaimed that Bailey had saved the Union nearly $2 million by rescuing the stranded Mississippi Squadron. Bailey also played a central role in the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He was promoted to brigadier general in November 1864, but the appointment lapsed. Reappointed in April 1865, he resigned in July, having been brevetted major general of volunteers.

Bailey settled in Vernon County, Missouri, that autumn, where he served as sheriff. He was killed on March 21, 1867, near Nevada, Missouri, while apprehending two local criminals.
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Cushing, Alonzo Hereford (1841–1863)

Union officer. Alonzo Hereford Cushing was born in Delafield, Wisconsin, on January 19, 1841. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1861. On June 24, 1861, Cushing was immediately promoted from second to first lieutenant and assigned to Battery A of the 4th U.S. Artillery Regiment. He then trained volunteers as they arrived at Washington, D.C. Temporarily assigned to Battery G of the 2nd U.S. Artillery, Cushing also participated in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861).

Cushing returned to Battery A and participated in the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862). His battery also fought in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) as part of Brigadier General Edwin Vose Sumner’s II Corps. Sumner wrote that Cushing’s service as his aide had been “indefatigable” during the campaign.

Cushing and his battery missed the Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862) but took part in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). He then served as a topographical engineer on Sumner’s staff during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and for that battle was brevetted captain. Cushing again commanded Battery A at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), earning the brevet to major.

Cushing became a Union hero at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), during which his battery defended the center of the Union line that faced Pickett’s Charge on the third day of fighting. Cushing continued firing his guns until the battery was overrun and he was killed on July 3. He received a posthumous brevet promotion to lieutenant colonel. Cushing’s younger brother, William Barker Cushing, had a distinguished career in the U.S. Navy.
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Cushing, William Barker (1842–1874)

Union naval officer. Born in Delafield, Wisconsin, on November 4, 1842, William Barker Cushing won appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, in 1857. However, his failure to apply himself to his studies forced him to resign in March 1861 before graduation. When the Civil War began, Cushing was appointed a master’s mate aboard the ship of the line Minnesota. In October he received an appointment as a midshipman and was assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In July 1862 he was promoted to lieutenant.

In October 1862 Cushing, now commanding the armed tug Ellis, raided New Topsail Inlet, North Carolina, to destroy a Confederate saltworks and a blockade-runner there. On November 23, 1862, he then led a raid on Jacksonville, North Carolina, in which he was forced to destroy the Ellis in the New River Inlet on November 25 to prevent its capture. By now Cushing was regarded as a daring and resourceful commander. He next commanded in succession the ex-ferryboats and fourth-rate side-wheeler ships Commodore Barney and Shokokon. In September 1863 he took command of the screw steamer Monticello, and in February and June 1864 he led night missions behind Confederate lines.

On July 5, 1864, Rear Admiral Samuel P. Lee, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, asked Cushing to lead an effort to destroy the powerful Confederate ironclad ram Albemarle at Plymouth, North Carolina. Lee approved Cushing’s plan for an attack by two launches fitted with spar torpedoes. Traveling to Washington, Cushing secured final approval from Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles. Cushing then obtained two steam launches in New York City and supervised their fitting out. One became lost during the trip south and was captured. Cushing arrived in the North Carolina Sounds with Steam Picket Boat No. 1 on October 24. The new commander of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Rear Admiral David D. Porter, approved Cushing’s request that he be allowed to undertake the mission with the one launch only.

The attack on the night of October 27 was successful. Only Cushing and 1 other man in the attacking party escaped; 2 others drowned, and 11 were captured. For the deed, Cushing received the Thanks of Congress and promotion to lieutenant commander.

[image: image]

On the night of October 27, 1864, U.S. Navy Lieutenant William Cushing led a daring attack on the powerful Confederate ironclad ram Albemarle, sinking it with a spar torpedo. He also distinguished himself in the Union capture of Fort Fisher, North Carolina, in January 1865. (Naval Historical Foundation)

Commanding the Monticello, Cushing participated in the successful Union assault on Fort Fisher in January 1865. He spent the last months of the war supervising the removal of Confederate mines. Cushing continued on active service with the navy after the war. Promoted to commander in 1872, the next year while in command of the screw sloop Wyoming he threatened to open fire on Santiago, Cuba, to prevent the killing of American sailors detained there from the Virginius, a ship that had been running arms to rebels on the island and had been captured by the Spanish. A congressional committee later vindicated Cushing for “upholding the honor of the American flag.” Assigned as executive officer of the Washington Navy Yard in August 1874, Cushing suffered a mental and physical collapse in late November and died at the Government Hospital for the Insane in Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1874. Cushing’s brother, Union Army first lieutenant Alonzo Cushing, was a hero of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).
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on the Fugitive Slave Act, 95

A Key to Uncle Tom, 96

marriage of, 95

militancy of, 96

novels of, 95–96

photograph of, 95

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or Life among the Lowly, 95–96

writings of, 95

Stuart, James Ewell Brown (1833–1864), 840–843

assessment of, 842

Battle

of Antietam and, 841

of Chancellorsville and, 842

of Groveton and, 841

of Yellow Tavern and, 842

in Bleeding Kansas, 841

at Brandy Station, 842

at Catlett’s Station, 841

circumnavigating the Army of the Potomac, 842

date and place of birth, 840

death of, 842

education of, 840–841

1st Virginia Cavalry Regiment and, 841

First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas and, 841

First Battle of Fredericksburg and, 842

Gettysburg Campaign and, 842

at Harpers Ferry, 841

military commands of, 841, 842

military promotions of, 841

Overland Campaign and, 842

Peninsula Campaign and, 841

raid on Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 841–842

ride around McClellan’s Union forces, 841

Stuart’s Chambersburg Raid (October 10–11, 1862), 660–661

description of, 660–661

location of, 660

plan for, 660

purpose of, 660

results of, 660–661

Sumner, Charles (1811–1874), 382–383

abolitionism, 382

“Bleeding Sumner” incident, 382

“The Crime against Kansas” speech, 382

date and place of birth, 382

death of, 383

education of, 382

impeachment of Andrew Johnson, 383

photograph of, 383

Radical Republicans and, 383

on remission of Southern states, 383

as U. S. senator, 382, 383

Sumner, Edwin Vose (1797–1863), 390–391

Black Hawk War and, 390

date and place of birth, 390

death of, 391

education of, 390

First Battle of Fredericksburg, 391

Mexican-American War and, 390

military combat of, 390, 391

military commands of, 390, 391

military promotions of, 390

Peninsula Campaign, 391

Swift, Henry Adoniram (1823–1869), 417

abolitionism, 417

date and place of birth, 417

death of, 417

education of, 417

as governor of Minnesota, 417

political career of, 417

Sykes, George (1822–1880), 123–124

date and place of birth, 123

death of, 124

education of, 123

military combat of, 123–124

military commands of, 123–124

military promotions of, 124

Mine Run Campaign, 124

photograph of, 123

promotion of, 123

Taylor, Richard (1826–1879), 312–313

Battle of Mansfield, 312

Battle of Pleasant Hill, 312

date and place of birth, 312

death of, 313

education of, 312

family of, 312

military commands of, 312

military promotions of, 312

military service of, 312–313

Mobile, defense of, 312

political career of, 312

postbellum, 313

postwar memoir of, 313

Tennessee, 723–758

introduction to, 723–725

contributions to the war effort, 724

date joining Confederacy, 724

date restored to the Union, 724

effects of the war on, 724

geographic location of, 723

military actions in, 724

natural resources of, 723

political environment of, 724

population of (1860), 723

secession and, 723–724

size of, 723

U. S. Colored Troops, 724

key cities/towns

Chattanooga, Tennessee, 725

Knoxville, Tennessee, 726–727

Memphis, Tennessee, 727–728

Nashville, Tennessee, 728–729

key military facilities

Fort Donelson, 730

Fort Henry, 730–731

Fort Pillow, 732–733

notable battles/campaigns

Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), 752–754

Forts Henry and Donelson Campaign (February 6–16, 1862), 745–749

Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1964), 756–758

Shiloh, Battle of (April 6–7, 1862), 749–752

Stones River, Battle of (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), 754–756

notable individuals, civilian

Brownlow, William Gannaway (1805–1877), 734

Caruthers, Robert Looney (1800–1882), 735

Harris, Isham Green (1818–1897), 735–736

Johnson, Andrew (1808–1875), 736–739

notable individuals, military

Bate, William Brimage (1826–1905), 739–740

Cheatham, Benjamin Franklin (1820–1886), 740–741

Farragut, David Glasgow (1801–1870), 741–743

Forrest, Nathan Bedford (1821–1877), 743–745

Tenure of Office Act (1867), 738–739

Terry, Alfred Howe (1827–1890), 106–107

as commander of the Department of Dakota, 107

date and place of birth, 106

death of, 107

education of, 106

Fort Fisher Expeditionary Corps, 106–107

military combat of, 106, 107

military commands of, 106–107

military promotions of, 106, 107

photograph of, 106

postbellum, 107

Schofield Commission, 107

Schofield Commission and, 107

2nd Connecticut Volunteer Infantry Regiment, 106

surrender of Sitting Bull, 107

Texas, 759–783

introduction to, 759–762

contributions to the war effort, 759, 760

effects of the war on, 759, 760

geographic location of, 759

industry in, 759

internal opposition in, 761

Juneteenth celebrations, 761

military actions, 760

Red River Campaign, 760

secession and, 759, 760

size of, 759

slave insurrection, 761

slavery and, 760

surrender to Union forces, 761

threats to, perceived, 760–761

Trans-Mississippi military theater, 760

Union invasion of, 760

key cities/towns

Austin, Texas, 762–763

Galveston Texas, 763

Houston, Texas, 764

key military facilities

Fort Brown, 765

Fort Davis, 765–766

San Antonio Arsenal, 766–767

notable battles

Galveston, Battle of (January 1, 1863), 777–780

Palmito Ranch, Battle of (May 12–13, 1865), 782–783

Sabine Pass, Second Battle of (September 8, 1863), 780–782

notable individuals, civilian

Clark, Edward (1815–1880), 767–768

Houston, Samuel (1793–1863), 768–769

Lubbock, Francis Richard (1815–1905), 769–770

Murrah, Pendleton (ca. 1826–1865), 770–771

notable individuals, military

Granbury, Hiram Bronson (1831–1864), 771–772

Gregg, John (1828–1864), 772–773

Hood, John Bell (1831–1879), 773–775

McCulloch, Ben (1811–1862), 775–776

Ross, Lawrence Sullivan (1838–1898), 776–777

Thanks of Congress

Bailey, Joseph, 921

Banks, Nathaniel P., 384

Cleburne, Patrick Ronayne, 41

Cushing, William Barker, 923

Howard, Oliver Otis, 339

Lyon, Nathaniel, 103

Scott, Winfield, 839

Sherman, William T., 622

Thayer, John Milton (1820–1906), 475–476

brigadier general of militia, 475

date and place of birth, 475

death of, 476

education of, 475

as governor of Nebraska, 476

as governor of the Wyoming Territory, 476

military commands of, 476

military promotions of, 476

military service of, 476

Pawnee uprising, 475

Tod, David (1805–1868), 608–609

business career of, 608

date and place of birth, 608

death of, 609

education of, 608

as governor of Ohio, 608–609

political career of, 608–609

Todd, A. H., 319

Toombs, Robert Augustus (1810–1885), 166–168

date and place of birth, 166

death of, 167

education of, 166

military combat of, 166, 167

Montgomery Convention, 167

photograph of, 167

political career, 166–167

postbellum, 167

relationship with Jefferson Davis, 167

as secretary of state, 167

as U. S. senator, 166–167

Torbert, Alfred Thomas Archimedes (1833–1880), 124–125

1st New Jersey Infantry and, 124

Battle of Fisher’s Hill, 125

as chief of cavalry, 125

date and place of birth, 124

death of, 125

education of, 124

1st Division, Cavalry Corps and, 125

military combat of, 124–125

military promotions of, 124

postbellum, 125

Tredegar Iron Works, 806, 820–821

Trent Affair, 190, 305

Tubman, Harriet (ca. 1820–1901), 353–354

date and place of birth, 353

death of, 354

escape from slavery, 353–354

marriages of, 353, 354

names of, 353

narcolepsy and, 353

photograph of, 353

reward for, 354

significance of, 354

U. S. pension for, 354

United States Naval Academy, 673–674

Utah Territory, 785–791

introduction to, 785–786

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons), 785

date attaining statehood, 786

date created, 785

Lincoln, Abraham and, 785

Nauvoo Legion, 785, 786

size of, 785

Young, Brigham, 785, 786

key cities/towns

Salt Lake City, Utah, 786–788

key military facilities

Camp (Fort) Douglas, 788

notable individuals, civilian

Dawson, John W. (1820–1877), 789

Doty, James Duane (1799–1865), 789–790

Harding, Stephen Selwyn (1808–1891), 790–791

Vallandigham, Clement Laird (1820–1871), 609–611

arrest and trial of, 610

date and place of birth, 609

death of, 610

Democratic Party politics and, 610

education of, 609

on emancipation, 609

exile of, 610

imprisonment of, 610

as newspaper editor, 609

political career of, 609–610

reelection slogan, 610

Sons of Liberty, 610

as U. S. congressman, 610

Val Verde, New Mexico, Battle of (February 21, 1862), 523–524

2nd Texas Mounted Rifles, 523

casualty count, 524

Confederate conquest of New Mexico, 523

consequences of, 524

description of, 524

events leading up to, 523

reason for, 523

Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign and, 523–524

Vance, Zebulon Baird (1830–1894), 574–575

date and place of birth, 574

death of, 575

education of, 574

as governor of North Carolina, 574, 575

military service of, 574–575

photograph of, 574

political career of, 574–575

postbellum, 575

Vanderbilt, Cornelius (1794–1877), 544–545

business career of, 544–545

censure of, 545

date and place of birth, 544

death of, 545

education of, 544

Grand Central Station, building of, 545

philanthropic gifts and, 545

railroads and, 545

reputation of, 545

sobriquet of, 544

steamboats and, 544–545

U.S. Senate investigation of, 545

Vanderbilt University, 545

Van Dorn, Earl (1820–1863), 440–442

Battle of Pea Ridge, 441

date and place of birth, 440

death of, 442

education of, 440

Holly Springs raid, 442

Mexican-American War and, 441

military combat of, 441

military commands of, 441

military promotions of, 441

7th U.S. Infantry Regiment and, 441

Vermont, 793–803

introduction to, 793–794

contributions to the war effort, 794

geographic location of, 793

notable military combat of Vermont troops, 794

political environment of, 793

size of, 793

St. Albans Raid (October 19, 1864), 793, 802–803

key city/towns

Burlington, Vermont, 794–795

Montpelier, Vermont, 795–796

notable individuals, civilian

Fairbanks, Erastus (1792–1864), 796

Holbrook, Frederick (1813–1909), 796–797

Smith, John Gregory (1818–1891), 797–798

notable individuals, military

Caldwell, John Curtis (1833–1912), 798–799

Seymour, Truman (1824–1891), 799–800

Smith, William Farrar (1824–1903), 800–802

notable raid

St. Albans Raid (October 19, 1864), 802–803

Vicksburg Campaign, Second (April 1–July 4, 1863), 445–448

assault of May 19, 447

Battle of Raymond, 447

Champion Hill battle, 447

consequences of, 448

events leading up to, 445

failure of First Vicksburg Campaign, 445

Grierson raid, 446

illustration of, 446

Jackson battle, 447

location of, 445

plan for, 445

Port Gibson and, 446

siege operations, 447

significance of Vicksburg, 446

surrender of Vicksburg, 448

terrain of, 447

topography of, 446

Virginia, 805–867

introduction to, 805–808

contributions to the war effort, 806

effects of the war on, 806–807

geographic location of, 805, 806

industrial strength of, 806

military actions in, 807

notable military leaders from, 806

population of (1860), 805

secession and, 805, 806

Tredegar Iron Works, 806

Washington Peace Conference, 805–806

West Virginia and, 805

key cities/towns

Lynchburg, Virginia, 808–809

Norfolk, Virginia, 809–810

Petersburg, Virginia, 810–811

Richmond, Virginia, 811–813

key military facilities

Confederate Naval Academy, 813–814

Fort Monroe, 814–815

Harpers Ferry Armory and Arsenal, 816

Libby Prison, 816–818

Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard, 818–820

Tredegar Iron Works, 820–821

notable battles/campaigns

Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), 865–867

Bull Run, First Battle of (July 21, 1861), 843–845

Chancellorsville, Battle of (May 1–4, 1863), 855–856

Cold Harbor, Battle of (May 31–June 12, 1864), 859–860

Hampton Roads, Battles of (March 8 and 9, 1862), 845–850

Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), 860–865

Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), 852–854

Seven Pines, Battle of (May 31–June 1, 1862), 850–852

Wilderness, Battle of the (May 5–7, 1864), 857–859

notable individuals, civilian

Boyd, Maria Isabelle (1844–1900), 821–822

Hunter, Robert Mercer Taliaferro (1809–1887), 822–823

Letcher, John (1813–1884), 823–824

Seddon, James Alexander (1815–1880), 824–826

Smith, William (1797–1887), 826–827

notable individuals, military

Early, Jubal Anderson (1816–1894), 827–829

Hill, Ambrose Powell (1825–1865), 829–831

Jackson, Thomas Jonathan (1824–1863), 831–833

Johnston, Joseph Eggleston (1807–1891), 833–836

Lee, Robert Edward (1807–1870), 836–838

Scott, Winfield (1786–1866), 839–840

Stuart, James Ewell Brown (1833–1864), 840–843

Wade-Davis Bill, 738

Wall, James Walter (1820–1872), 505–506

as anti-Lincoln, 505

arrest of, 505–506

books of, 506

date and place of birth, 505

death of, 506

education of, 505

peace appeals of, 505

public service of, 505

as U. S. senator, 506

Wallace, Lewis (1827–1905), 215–216

Battle of Shiloh and, 215

date and place of birth, 215

death of, 216

father of, 215

military combat of, 215–216

political career of, 215

postbellum, 216

as state adjutant general, 215

Wallace, William Henson (1811–1879), 889

date and place of birth, 889

death of, 889

education of, 889

as governor of the Washington Territory, 889

public service of, 889

Wallach, Richard (1816–1881), 875–876

date and place of birth, 875

death of, 876

education of, 875

on emancipation and voting rights, 876

as mayor of Washington, D.C., 875–876

public service career of, 875–876

Warren, Gouverneur Kemble (1830–1882), 553–554

Army Corps of Topographical Engineers and, 553

as chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac, 553

criticism of, 553

date and place of birth, 553

death of, 554

defense of Little Round Top, 553

defense system for Washington, D. C, 553

education of, 553

military combat of, 553

military commands of, 553

military promotions of, 553

Overland Campaign and, 553

Peninsula Campaign and, 553

postbellum, 554

relieved of command, 553

wounding of, 553

Washburn, Israel, Jr. (1813–1883), 335

date and place of birth, 335

death of, 335

education of, 335

as governor of Maine, 335

postbellum, 335

public service of, 335

Washington, D.C., 869–884

introduction to, 869–871

creation of, 869

Early’s raid on, 870–871

effects of the war on, 870

geographic location of, 869

physical environment of, 870

population of (1860), 869

size of, 869

strategic significance of, 869

transformation of, 870

Union protection of, 870

key military facilities

Old Capital Prison, 871–872

Washington, D.C., defenses, 872–873

Washington Navy Yard, 873–874

notable individuals, civilian

Berret, James Gabriel (1815–1901), 874–875

Wallach, Richard (1816–1881), 875–876

notable individuals, military

Ewell, Richard Stoddert (1817–1872), 876–878

Force, Manning Ferguson (1824–1899), 878

Goldsborough, John Rodgers (1808–1877), 879

Meigs, John Rodgers (1842–1864), 879–881

Pleasonton, Alfred (1824–1897), 881–882

notable raid

Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864), 870–871, 882–884

Washington Territory, 885–889

introduction to, 885–886

boundaries of, 885

Confederate sympathizers in, 885–886

contributions to the war effort, 885

date created, 885

effects of the war on, 886

geographic location of, 885

population of (1860), 885

key cities/towns

Olympia, Washington, 886–887

key military facilities

Fort Vancouver, 887–888

notable individuals, civilian

Pickering, William (1798–1873), 888–889

Wallace, William Henson (1811–1879), 889

Wason Manufacturing Company, 371

Watie, Stand (1806–1871), 229–230

alternative name for, 229

Battle of Pea Ridge, 229

Battle of Wilson’s Creek, 229

Cherokee Mounted Rifle, 229

date and place of birth, 229

death of, 230

as Degataga, 229

on Indian removal, 229

military promotions of, 229

photograph of, 229

reputation of, 230

Second Battle of Cabin Creek, 230

taking of the J. R. Williams, 230

Watts, Thomas Hill (1819–1892), 12–13

arrest and imprisonment of, 13

date and place of birth, 12

death of, 13

education of, 12

as governor of Alabama, 13

military service of, 12–13

political career of, 12, 13

postbellum, 13

Welles, Gideon (1802–1878), 96–99

as chief of the naval Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, 97

date place of birth, 96

death of, 99

diary of, 99

education of, 96–97

Jackson, Andrew, and, 97

Lincoln, Abraham, and, 97–98

photograph of, 97

political career of, 97–98

political views of, 97

as publisher, 97

as secretary of the navy, 98

Westport, Battle of (October 23, 1864), 469

casualty count, 469

consequences of, 469

description of, 469

location of, 469

reason for, 469

significance of, 469

West Virginia, 891–911

introduction to

date admitted to statehood, 891

guerrilla warfare, 892

notable West Virginians (North and South), 893

secession from Virginia, 891

significant battles in, 891–892

key city/towns

Charleston, West Virginia, 893–894

Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 894–895

Parkersburg, West Virginia, 895–896

Wheeling, West Virginia, 896–897

key military facilities

Cheat Summit Fort, 897–898

notable battles/raids

Carnifex Ferry, Battle of (September 10, 1861), 905–906

Cheat Mountain, Battle of (September 11–15, 1861), 906–908

Harpers Ferry, Battle of (September 12–15, 1862), 908–909

Harpers Ferry, John Brown’s Raid on (October 16–18, 1859), 902–904

Jones and Imboden Raid (Spring 1863), 909–911

Philippi, Battle of (June 3, 1861), 904–905

notable individuals, civilian

Boreman, Arthur Inghram (1823–1896), 898–899

Pierpont, Francis Harrison (1814–1899), 899–900

notable individuals, military

Andrews, James (1829–1862), 900–901

Jenkins, Albert Gallatin (1830–1864), 901

Reno, Jesse Lee (1823–1862), 902

Wheaton, Frank (1833–1903), 681–682

Bannock-Paiute uprising, 682

date and place of birth, 681

death of, 682

education of, 681

Ghost Dance movement, 682

military commands of, 681

military promotions of, 681

military service of, 681–682

Modoc War and, 681

Nez Perce War and, 682

Wheeler, Joseph (1836–1906), 20–22

Capitulation of Santiago Agreement, 22

date and place of birth, 20

death of, 22

education of, 20

military commands of, 20–22

photograph of, 21

political career of, 21

postbellum, 21–22

sobriquet of, 20

wounding of, 20, 21

writings of, 22

Whiteaker, John (1820–1902), 634–635

date and place of birth, 634

death of, 635

education of, 634

as governor of Oregon, 635

political career of, 634–635

postbellum, 635

Wilderness, Battle of the (May 5–7, 1864), 857–859

casualty count, 858

consequences of, 858

description of, 858

Grant, Ulysses S., and, 857, 858

Lee, Robert E., and, 858

photograph of, 857

plan for spring offensive and, 857–858

Widow Tapp farm event, 858

Willcox, Orlando Bolivar (1823–1907), 404–405

date and place of birth, 404

death of, 405

education of, 404

as head the Department of Arizona, 405

Medal of Honor to, 404

military combat of, 404

military commands of, 404, 405

military promotions of, 404

pen name of, 404

postbellum, 404–405

Third Seminole War and, 404

wounding and capture of, 404

Wisconsin, 913–923

introduction to, 913–914

contributions to the war effort, 913–914

economy of, 913

geographic location of, 913

notable Wisconsin military, 914

population of (1860), 913

key cities, towns

Madison, Wisconsin, 914–915

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 915–916

key military facilities

Camp Randall, 916

notable individuals, civilian

Harvey, Louis Powell (1820–1862), 917

Lewis, James Taylor (1819–1904), 917–918

Randall, Alexander Williams (1819–1872), 918–919

Saloman, Edward (1828–1909), 919–920

notable individuals, military

Bailey, Joseph (1825–1867), 920–921

Cushing, Alonzo Hereford (1841–1863), 921–922

Cushing, William Barker (1842–1874), 922–923

Yancey, William Lowndes (1814–1863), 13–15

Alabama Platform and, 14

as Confederate commissioner to Europe, 14–15

date and place of birth, 13

death of, 15

editorship of, 14

educational, 14

political career of, 14

relationship with Jefferson Davis, 15

as a secessionist, 14

Yates, Richard (1815–1873), 193–194

Copperheads (Peace Democrats) and, 194

date place of birth, 193

death of, 194

education of, 193

as governor of Illinois, 194

political career of, 193–194

support for the Union, 194

Young, Brigham, 785
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