
        
            
                
            
        

    
  
    [image: image]


    
      Sign up for our newsletter to discover more ebooks worth reading.
    


    
      [image: image]
    


    [image: Image]


    EARLY BIRD BOOKS


    
      FRESH EBOOK DEALS, DELIVERED DAILY
    


    
      LOVE TO READ?
    


    
      LOVE GREAT SALES?
    


    
      GET FANTASTIC DEALS ON BESTSELLING EBOOKS DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX EVERY DAY!
    


    
      [image: Image]
    


    
      
        Summary and Analysis of
      


      
        Benjamin Franklin
      


      
        An American Life
      


      
        Based on the Book by Walter Isaacson
      


      
        [image: Image]
      

    

  


  
    The summary and analysis in this ebook are meant to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a
    great work of nonfiction. This ebook is not intended as a substitute for the work that it summarizes and analyzes,
    and it is not authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the work’s author or publisher. Worth Books makes no
    representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this ebook.
  


  
    
      
        Contents
      


      
        Context
      


      
        Overview
      


      
        Summary
      


      
        Timeline
      


      
        Cast of Characters
      


      
        Direct Quotes and Analysis
      


      
        Trivia
      


      
        What’s That Word?
      


      
        Critical Response
      


      
        About Walter Isaacson
      


      
        For Your Information
      


      
        Bibliography
      


      
        Copyright
      

    


    
      
        Context
      


      
        Walter Isaacson offers a complete view of the revered scientist, inventor, statesman, writer, humorist, and
        shaper of American consciousness, Benjamin Franklin. He outlines Franklin’s profound impact on American
        cultural values and his essential role in achieving the alliance with France during the Revolutionary War, and
        in negotiating peace terms with Great Britain in the aftermath. He also includes excerpts from many of
        Franklin’s most notable speeches and publications.
      


      
        This history of Franklin’s life and the transformation of America from disparate colonies under British rule to
        a sovereign nation is both remarkably well-researched and uniquely accessible to a wide audience. Isaacson is
        forthright about Franklin’s flaws, noting the occasional lies or exaggerations in his Autobiography, his pride, his insensitivity to his wife, and his almost cruel unwillingness to
        make amends with his son. These details allow for a full, complex, view of a larger-than-life man, who was
        nevertheless still a man.
      


      
        Franklin has had his share of critics over the years. His values and concerns have been derided as earthly and
        bourgeois, lacking in spirituality and romance. But with his thoroughly researched book, written with great
        respect and affection, Isaacson seeks to “rescue Franklin from the history book caricatures,” by revealing the
        complexities that lurked beneath the pithy aphorisms and quirky science experiments, and to possibly correct
        the ledger.
      

    


    
      
        Overview
      


      
        Walter Isaacson covers the life of Benjamin Franklin, from his days as a young printer’s assistant crafting
        satirical essays under the moniker “Silence Dogood,” to his role as the voice of reason that helped usher in
        the US Constitution. In between, Franklin plucked lightning from the sky as a scientist, ran a printing empire
        ousting all major competition, spearheaded community projects, came up with countless quotable sayings that
        continue to show up in everyday conversation, and served as a diplomat to Great Britain and France, arbitrating
        the most delicate of negotiations.
      


      
        The American value system originated with Franklin, perhaps more than any other person. He was an antielitist
        who fought for a rising middle class, and he prized pragmatic humanism, industry, and a community spirit that
        functioned independently of any religious context. A fierce advocate for the common man, he was a champion of
        democratic principles, and, as a writer, the “homespun” voice he used to write Poor
        Richard’s Almanac gave birth to a tradition of satirical writing that flourishes to this day.
      


      
        In addition to capturing Franklin’s personality and belief system, Isaacson provides a comprehensive history of
        the events leading up to the Revolutionary War. He portrays all of the watershed moments from Franklin’s
        perspective, including the fight against taxation by the British, the Boston Tea Party, and Paul Revere’s ride.
        He demonstrates how Franklin’s unique point of view impacted his subsequent peace negotiations with France and
        Great Britain, and his role in establishing our government and the US Constitution.
      


      
        On a more personal level, Isaacson shows us the role that women played in Franklin’s life, and his complicated
        dynamic with his son, William Franklin, who remained a British loyalist throughout the war. Franklin also had a
        daughter and two grandsons, as well as a surrogate family in England, all adding color and texture to the
        portrait.
      


      
        Benjamin Franklin’s story is America’s story—replete with civic accomplishments, innovation, rebellion, and
        triumph.
      

    


    
      
        Summary
      


      
        Chapter One: Benjamin Franklin and the Invention of America
      


      
        Benjamin Franklin was a true jack-of-all trades, a printer, a writer, a scientist and inventor, a diplomat, a
        politician, and a revolutionary, but more than anything, he was the man responsible for shaping the American
        ethos of antielitist middle-class values. He championed hard work, social mobility, and religious tolerance,
        with an eye toward the welfare of the “middling people.” Philanthropy went hand in hand with his religious
        observance, as he believed that God took notice of a person’s generosity—an unusual belief in the Puritan era.
        He essentially invented American humor with his social commentary.
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin’s most enduring legacy as a Founding Father is his
        confidence in the capabilities and wisdom of everyday people This tradition continues to bear out as
        politicians court the vote of the middle class by appealing to their good sense and reason, attempting to be
        seen as one of them, rather than a member of the political elite.
      


      
        Chapter Two: Pilgrim’s Progress
      


      
        Boston, 1706–1723
      


      
        Franklin’s father, Josiah, worked as a cloth dyer in England’s Oxfordshire before traveling to America in 1683
        with his wife, Ann Child, and their three children. They settled in Boston and had two more children before she
        passed away in 1689. Josiah then married his second wife, Abiah Folger, with whom he had 10 more children,
        including Benjamin Franklin.
      


      
        Ben Franklin was born January 17, 1706. The family lived in a two-room house on Milk Street. It was expected
        that Ben would go to Harvard and study to be a clergyman, though when he displayed little aptitude or desire
        for such a career path, he was instead employed by his father before being apprenticed to his brother James, a
        printer, in 1718.
      


      
        James ran the “antiestablishment” paper, the New England Courant, which published
        Ben Franklin’s first series of satirical essays, written from the perspective of a folksy widow named “Silence
        Dogood.” As Dogood, Franklin praised democracy, criticized religious hypocrites, and even took a potshot at
        Harvard students. When James was briefly imprisoned for libel after questioning the competence of
        Massachusetts’s authorities, Ben briefly took control of the Courant. But when
        James returned, the two had a falling out over creative control and Ben hopped on a boat to New York, a
        seventeen-year-old runaway.
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin’s satirical essays written under the pseudonym
        “Silence Dogood” display his uncanny ability to mimic the voice of a grown woman, and speak to the level of
        understanding and appreciation he had for women—a theme that’s explored throughout the book. That he was only
        seventeen when he wrote the essays further underscores the enormity of his talent.
      


      
        Chapter Three: Journeyman
      


      
        Philadelphia and London, 1723–1726
      


      
        In New York, Benjamin Franklin met William Bradford, a publisher who had expressed admiration for James
        Franklin’s New England Courant. Bradford advised
        Franklin to look for work in Philadelphia. In Philadelphia, he was hired as an apprentice at a print shop and
        took a room in the home of John Read, whose daughter Deborah took notice of the new lodger. Philadelphia
        governor Sir William Keith also noticed young Franklin—Franklin had written a letter explaining his decision to
        stay in Philadelphia rather than return to Massachusetts that caught Keith’s eye. The governor was so impressed
        that he offered to help Franklin finance a print shop of his own, writing a letter of credit for him and
        sending him to London to network for contacts.
      


      
        While in London, Franklin wrote a tract on religion called “A Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure
        and Pain” in which he outlined his belief that good works on earth earned God’s favor, which was at odds with
        Puritan doctrine, as they believed God’s grace alone determined a person’s status as redeemed or damned. Also
        at this time, Franklin began working on a self-improvement system that he would later develop in more detail.
        The basic tenets preached thrift, honesty, productivity, and “to speak ill of no man.”
      


      
        Franklin returned to Philadelphia in 1726.
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin’s religious beliefs were in line with his
        down-to-earth personality. He was a man of the Enlightenment and favored practicality over all else, so it made
        sense that he would champion charitable actions over traditional, ethereal forms of worship.
      


      
        Chapter Four: Printer
      


      
        Philadelphia, 1726–1732
      


      
        Back in Philadelphia, Benjamin Franklin opened his own print shop and bought the Pennsylvania Gazette, which put him in direct competition with Andrew Bradford, publisher of
        American Weekly Mercury, and media magnate. Franklin’s paper lampooned Bradford in
        the form of pseudonymous essays and letters written in the style and tone of “Silence Dogood.” This format
        reached a pinnacle in 1732 when Franklin began publishing the wildly popular Poor
        Richard’s Almanack, which contained many of Franklin’s famous adages and reached an audience of ten
        thousand at its peak.
      


      
        In 1727, Franklin formed the Leather Apron Club, also called the “Junto,” (derived from the Spanish root word
        iunct, which means to join) a social club and discussion group for local
        businessmen. Many of Franklin’s important contributions came out of Junto conversations.
      


      
        With his growing success, Franklin decided, through the romantic vehicle of a pro-and-con list, to marry his
        landlord’s daughter, Deborah Read. This no-nonsense approach is emblematic of their relationship, based as it
        was on practical affection, rather than passion. Franklin fathered an illegitimate child, William Franklin,
        around the time he entered into a common-law marriage with Deborah.
      


      
        Two years later, in 1732, Deborah gave birth to the couple’s first child, a boy named Francis, but he died from
        smallpox at age four.
      


      
        Franklin elaborated his self-improvement plan to include a list of thirteen virtues, including “temperance,”
        “industry,” “moderation,” and others. He would go through these virtues at the end of each day and mark down
        his failures.
      


      
        Need to Know: At meetings, members of the Junto frequently consulted a list
        of questions to guide their discussion and activities, from asking if anyone has read any good books lately, to
        suggestions for civic improvements. The establishment of the first American library, an early incarnation of
        the volunteer fire brigade, and the (later-named) University of Pennsylvania were all a result of Junto
        discussions.
      


      
        Chapter Five: Public Citizen
      


      
        Philadelphia, 1731–1748
      


      
        Franklin’s political career began with an appointment as clerk for the Pennsylvania Assembly. He continued to
        publish opinionated essays, including a satirical piece called “The Speech of Polly Baker,” which argued
        against sexist double standards. Another piece proposed the formation of a militia to protect Philadelphia from
        marauding French and Native Americans. He created a lottery to raise money for the militia’s equipment.
      


      
        In 1733, Franklin’s conflict with Andrew Bradford took a political turn when he backed lawyer Andrew Hamilton,
        the populist, in his run for Assembly speaker. Bradford was loyal to the Penn faction and wrote essays in their
        favor. This was the beginning of Franklin’s lifelong clash with the Penns; Franklin’s expanding influence was
        growing worrisome to Pennsylvania Proprietor Thomas Penn.
      


      
        In 1743, Deborah Read gave birth to a baby girl. The couple named the baby Sarah but called her Sally. In 1748,
        Benjamin Franklin officially retired from the printing business.
      


      
        Need to Know: Always striving for upward mobility, Franklin was frustrated
        when his bids to join the Freemasons were rejected. He attempted to win them over with flattery by writing
        small puff pieces about them in the Pennsylvania Gazette, but to no avail. Always
        the pragmatist, he took a stab at going the opposite route by writing an expose alleging that their “secrets”
        were a hoax—nothing more than a marketing tool—and a few short weeks later, he received his coveted invitation.
      


      
        Chapter Six: Scientist and Inventor
      


      
        Philadelphia, 1744–1751
      


      
        Upon his retirement, Benjamin Franklin took up scientific study in earnest. He modified the fireplace to
        produce less interior smoke, invented the catheter, and studied weather patterns and electricity. The latter
        culminated in the famed kite-flying experiment proving that lightning was electricity, and leading to the
        invention of the lightning rod. This discovery made Franklin a celebrity and a well-respected scientist. He was
        given honorary degrees from Yale and Harvard and awarded the Copley Medal by the Royal Society of London.
      


      
        Need to Know: Isaacson notes that Franklin was not a theoretical scientist,
        but rather a “practical experimenter,” motivated by his ongoing quest for pragmatic solutions to everyday
        problems. Nonetheless, his “dabbling” provided a framework for more advanced discoveries by others.
      


      
        Chapter Seven: Politician
      


      
        Philadelphia, 1749–1756
      


      
        Benjamin Franklin continued his community improvement projects by establishing what would later become the
        University of Pennsylvania. He raised funds and designed the curriculum for the school. He was also involved
        with an educational organization that established schools for African American children, a progressive cause
        for the times.
      


      
        Much to Proprietor Thomas Penn’s displeasure, in 1751, Franklin was promoted from Pennsylvania Assembly clerk
        to official member, and in 1753, he was made Deputy Postmaster for the Colonies. Meanwhile, Franklin did not
        approve of the Penn family’s unchecked power and unwillingness to pay taxes.
      


      
        As the French and Native Americans continued to be a threat to colonial security, Franklin and representatives
        from other colonies organized a conference in Albany to address the matter. He presented the Albany Plan, an
        outline for colonial unification, to more effectively govern and deal with matters of defense. It was rejected.
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin passionately believed in the need for the colonies
        to unite, but the idea was ahead of its time. He would reintroduce elements of the Albany Plan in the Articles
        of Confederation. In his later years, Franklin argued that the unification of the colonies under the Albany
        Plan would have prevented the Revolutionary War, presumably with the colonies remaining under British rule.
      


      
        Chapter Eight: Troubled Waters
      


      
        London, 1757–1762
      


      
        By now, the rest of the Pennsylvania Assembly shared Franklin’s frustrations with the Proprietors, and they
        appointed him as their representative to travel to London and argue for a more equitable system. Benjamin
        Franklin took a room in the widow Margaret Stevenson’s home. Margaret and her daughter, Polly, would become his
        lifelong companions and surrogate family. Franklin also traveled to Scotland while on this trip, where he met
        economist Adam Smith and philosopher David Hume. He was back in London to witness the coronation of King George
        III.
      


      
        His official business didn’t go as well, as the British government sided with the Penns. The Penns responded to
        the Pennsylvania Assembly’s impudence by refusing to have any further contact with Franklin. Meanwhile, William
        Franklin, who had accompanied his father to England, complicated matters by continuing the family tradition and
        fathering an illegitimate child, William Temple Franklin, who became known as Temple.
      


      
        In 1762, the Franklins headed home. William returned to an appointment as royal governor of New Jersey and
        shortly thereafter married Elizabeth Downes, a wealthy planter’s daughter. Ben Franklin was pleased with his
        son’s new position but did not attend his wedding, evidence of a growing discord between the two men that would
        continue for the rest of their lives.
      


      
        Need to Know: During Franklin’s stay at the Stevenson home, Polly left to
        go visit a great-aunt. She and Ben Franklin kept in contact through letters, and over time, this dialogue
        evolved into an ad-hoc correspondence course. Franklin would recommend books to Polly, and she would report
        back to him. He was charmed by her active mind, but when she mentioned that she was considering forgoing
        marriage and children for academia, he bristled at the thought of it. (She eventually married and had
        children.)
      


      
        Meanwhile, he only wrote one letter to Deborah.
      


      
        Chapter Nine: Home Leave
      


      
        London, 1763–1764
      


      
        Pennsylvania continued to suffer attacks by bands of Native Americans. In late 1763, settlers formed a mob,
        calling themselves the “Paxton Boys” and murdering peaceful Native Americans in retaliation. When the Paxton
        Boys threatened to bring violence to Philadelphia, Benjamin Franklin urged Governor John Penn to take an
        aggressive stance and bring the responsible parties to justice. Instead, Penn capitulated and pardoned them.
        Franklin lost his Assembly seat in the 1764 election, but was still sent back to London as their representative
        to argue once more against the Proprietors’ continued leadership.
      


      
        Need to Know: The 1765 election was a demonstration of political
        campaigning run amok as the Proprietors’ faction and other enemies of Benjamin Franklin launched a negative ad
        campaign maligning his son’s illegitimacy and accusing Franklin of plagiarizing his scientific research.
        Isaacson declares this an early example of the “cacophony” of American political discourse.
      


      
        Chapter Ten: Agent Provocateur
      


      
        London, 1765–1770
      


      
        Upon arrival in London, Benjamin Franklin returned to the widow Stevenson’s home and took over the care of
        William Franklin’s illegitimate son, Temple. He would raise the boy as his own. His daughter, Sally, meanwhile,
        married Richard Bache, a financially unstable shopkeeper. Initially, Franklin didn’t approve of Bache, though
        his attitude softened. The couple had their first child, Benjamin “Benny” Franklin Bache in 1769. Meanwhile,
        Franklin’s “adopted” daughter, Polly Stevenson, married as well, and he walked her down the aisle at the
        ceremony.
      


      
        When the Stamp Act passed in 1765, Franklin urged calm “loyalty to the Crown.” This did not go over well, and
        protesters back in Philadelphia threatened to tear his house down in response. The Sons of Liberty, including
        John Hancock and Samuel and John Adams, began organizing in Boston. Franklin advised moderation, and argued in
        front of Parliament for legislative representation for the colonies and a repeal of the Stamp Act. The act was
        repealed and Franklin’s diplomatic reputation was restored.
      


      
        Peace was short-lived. Parliament passed the Townshend duties in 1767, causing Franklin to harden his stance on
        taxation without representation. The Boston Massacre in 1770 was a sure sign that a serious, and likely
        prolonged, clash was coming.
      


      
        Need to Know: For kicks and giggles, Franklin, Polly Stevenson, and her
        husband published a fake newspaper called the Craven Street Gazette, named for the
        street they lived on. It was full of humorous satirical stories in which Margaret Stevenson was referred to as
        “Queen Margaret,” and Franklin was alternatively “The Great Person” (so called for his enormous size) or “Dr.
        Fatsides.”
      


      
        Chapter Eleven: Rebel
      


      
        London, 1771–1775
      


      
        In 1771, Benjamin Franklin began work on his autobiography, a work that remains one of the most definitive
        texts of the genre. He also traveled to Ireland and Scotland and met his son-in-law, Richard Bache, who was
        visiting London.
      


      
        The following year, Franklin stirred up a scandal by publishing the correspondence of Massachusetts governor
        Thomas Hutchinson. The letters, which were slipped to Franklin by a sympathetic member of Parliament, were
        instructions to Great Britain on quelling the rebellion in the colonies. Franklin also published several
        satirical pieces of his own writing, including “An Edict by the King of Prussia.” The piece suggested that
        England should pay taxes to the Germans in appreciation for their assistance in fighting the French, the
        obvious parallel being that the British were taxing the colonists to pay for their military “protection.”
      


      
        The Sons of Liberty continued to escalate the situation by throwing British imported tea into the Boston
        Harbor. Franklin disapproved of this act, the tea being “private property” unrelated to the issues at hand.
      


      
        Franklin received official censure from Parliament for the publication of the Hutchinson letters and he was
        removed from his position as postmaster. To make matters worse, word came from Philadelphia that Franklin’s
        wife, Deborah, had passed away.
      


      
        The First Continental Congress agreed on a list of demands, while Franklin tried to negotiate privately with
        Lord Chatham. But when Chatham presented the resulting proposals before the House of Lords, they were roundly
        rejected.
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin’s Autobiography and his
        essays of this period would come to define certain aspects of the American tradition, with their emphasis on a
        hardworking middle class and striking a balance between individualism and civic-mindedness. Franklin’s
        rags-to-riches story fits well into the “pull yourself up by your bootstraps” line of American political
        discourse. Nevertheless, Franklin approved of social services to help the poor and disenfranchised.
      


      
        Chapter Twelve: Independence
      


      
        Philaphelphia, 1775–1776
      


      
        As Benjamin Franklin headed back to the colonies, tensions were escalating. British forces attempted to arrest
        Samuel Adams and John Hancock, but Paul Revere rounded up the Minutemen and the two sides engaged in a
        skirmish. More violence erupted at Lexington and Concord, and Bunker Hill. When Franklin arrived, he was asked
        to participate in the Second Continental Congress. The congress drafted the Declaration of Independence and the
        Articles of Confederation, which sketched out the unification of the colonies under a federal government that
        shared powers with the states. Thomas Jefferson wrote most of the declaration, and Franklin helped with
        editing, his most notable contribution being, “We hold these truths to be self-evident.” The British sent a
        last-minute envoy to negotiate, a friend of Franklin’s named Lord Howe. The meeting was civil, but it was too
        late to preserve the peace.
      


      
        Franklin was also appointed the leader of the Pennsylvania defense committee. This position required him to
        travel and inspect the troops, allowing for a meeting with George Washington and his forces in Cambridge.
      


      
        In June 1776, William Franklin, as the loyalist governor of New Jersey, was officially declared an enemy of the
        state and imprisoned.
      


      
        Congress voted to send Franklin on an alliance-seeking mission to France. He embarked in October, bringing with
        him William’s son, Temple, and Sally and Richard’s son, Benny.
      


      
        Need to Know: Benjamin and his son, William, had an awkward reunion near
        Philadelphia where they argued about politics in the presence of Temple, who would spend his life caught
        between the two men. After William’s arrest, his wife, Elizabeth, begged Franklin to intercede on his behalf.
        Franklin refused, and then took Temple to France without even asking her permission.
      


      
        Chapter Thirteen: Courtier
      


      
        Paris, 1776–1778
      


      
        Benjamin Franklin was celebrated in France, where he was already well known for his science experiments and
        writing. The French were supportive of the colonies’ cause and viewed Franklin admirably as a “noble frontier
        philosopher.” He was established, with several other diplomats and their staff, in the village of Passy at a
        wealthy merchant’s estate. There was a great deal of intergroup turmoil. The Virginian Arthur Lee disliked
        Franklin and distrusted everyone (except his own secretary, who was, in fact, a British spy).
      


      
        In spite of the friction, the diplomats hammered out a tentative plan of support with the French foreign
        minister, Charles Gravier, the Comte de Vergennes, and comptroller of finances Anne-Robert-Jacques Turgot.
      


      
        Back in the colonies, General William Howe, brother of the diplomat Lord Howe, captured Philadelphia, but his
        success was short-lived, as his reinforcements were defeated at the Battle of Saratoga. By 1778, the French
        were willing to sign a more comprehensive agreement pledging support (the Franco-American treaties).
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin’s negotiating savvy involved a combination of
        realism and idealism. With the French, he enumerated the practical reasons for an alliance, while also
        appealing to their sense of justice. This approach is a cornerstone of American diplomacy.
      


      
        Chapter Fourteen: Bon Vivant
      


      
        Paris, 1778–1785
      


      
        The arrival of John Adams in Paris added to the contention among the delegates, as he and Benjamin Franklin had
        very different temperaments and often clashed.
      


      
        Always popular with the ladies, Franklin enjoyed a friendship with a married neighbor, Madame Brillon de Jouy,
        who artfully dodged his romantic advances. He was likewise friendly with a wealthy widow, Anne-Catherine de
        Ligniville d’Autricourt, a.k.a. Madame Helvétius, to whom he proposed marriage. She did not accept, but they
        shared a long correspondence and she helped him with his French grammar.
      


      
        Back in Philadelphia, Sally Franklin Bache wrote to her father about the war and her campaign to sew uniforms
        for American soldiers. Franklin’s grandchildren, meanwhile, were troubled. Benny was homesick at boarding
        school, while Temple only cared for leisure activities and, like his father and grandfather, had sired an
        illegitimate son.
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin was not known to take romantic matters very
        seriously, which is probably why his friendships with women did not often go anywhere. In typical pragmatic
        Franklin fashion, his correspondence with Madame Brillon de Jouy contained a “treaty” in which he attempted to
        negotiate his way into a more amorous relationship with her. Needless to say, this was unsuccessful.
      


      
        Chapter Fifteen: Peacemaker
      


      
        Paris, 1778–1785
      


      
        In 1778, Benjamin Franklin was made the official American plenipotentiary to France, while John Adams was put
        in charge of negotiating with Great Britain. The two men quickly began undermining each other, with Franklin
        arguing for France’s right to have a voice in any peace-seeking proceedings and Adams’s loyalty lying only with
        America.
      


      
        Congress’s diplomatic solution was to send Franklin and Adams into negotiations with Great Britain together,
        along with New York lawyer John Jay and Thomas Jefferson. Temple Franklin worked as their secretary. They were
        to meet with Thomas Grenville, representative of the British Foreign Secretary, and Richard Oswald,
        representative of the Colonial Secretary. Both tried to convince the Americans to reach an agreement without
        requiring that the British also meet French demands. Franklin finally acquiesced to private talks. Official
        negotiations carried on through October and a provisional treaty was signed November 30, 1782.
      


      
        On his return voyage, Franklin stopped in Southampton to see William, who had fled to England from the
        colonies. They failed to reconcile.
      


      
        Need to Know: Though many of Franklin’s political attributes have been
        co-opted by conservative politicians, in 1784 Franklin argued in correspondence with a friend that there should
        be higher taxes on those with higher incomes and those spending money on luxuries—the very antithesis of
        laissez-faire capitalism.
      


      
        Chapter Sixteen: Sage
      


      
        Philadelphia, 1785–1790
      


      
        Back in Philadelphia, Benjamin Franklin established a comfortable home with the Baches and their children. In
        1787, he served as a respected voice for compromise at the Constitutional Convention as the delegates
        determined the delicate balance of power between the branches of government. He argued in favor of Congress’s
        right to impeach the president and against property requirements for voters and office seekers. Franklin also
        continued work on his autobiography, served as Pennsylvania’s state president, and became involved in the
        abolitionist movement.
      


      
        On April 17, 1790, at the age of 84, Franklin became ill with a fever and chest pains and passed away
        peacefully, with his family nearby.
      


      
        Need to Know: At the Constitutional Convention, the delegates managed to
        agree that there should be two legislative branches, the Senate and the House of Representatives, but
        negotiations broke down regarding the exact number of representatives that would be assigned to each. Franklin
        offered suggestions but also stressed the need for compromise, whereupon delegate Roger Sherman suggested the
        Connecticut Compromise: Representation in the House would be determined by each state’s population, while the
        Senate would consist of two members from each state.
      


      
        Chapter Seventeen: Epilogue
      


      
        Franklin’s will left nearly nothing to his son, William. Other than the funds he earmarked to establish a loan
        program for young apprentices starting their own businesses, everything went to Temple and the Baches. William
        never forgot the way he was treated in America and never returned. When he died in 1813, he was still estranged
        from his son, Temple. In 1817, Temple published Franklin’s Autobiography. Sally’s
        son, Benny, received his grandfather’s printing equipment and went on to a successful career as a printer
        before his untimely death from yellow fever in 1798.
      


      
        Need to Know: Franklin’s will stipulated that Sally’s husband would have to
        “set free his Negro man Bob” in order to claim his inheritance. Richard Bache complied and even held up his
        side of the agreement later on when Bob requested of his own volition to be reinstated as a slave. The Baches
        took Bob into their home to live out the rest of his life as a free man.
      


      
        Chapter Eighteen: Conclusions
      


      
        As the Age of Enlightenment gave way to Romanticism in America, Benjamin Franklin was disparaged for his
        dispassionate stoicism. His reputation began to flourish again during the Great Depression when Americans could
        appreciate his ideology of cautious thrift, and his philosophies were adopted by the self-help movement.
        Self-help gurus Dale Carnegie (How to Win Friends and Influence People) and Stephen
        Covey, (The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People) both openly credit Franklin as
        a major influence.
      


      
        Need to Know: Isaacson finishes the book by noting that Ben Franklin’s
        guiding “dislike of everything that tended to debase the spirit of the common people” and his trust in his
        fellow Leather Aprons more than the elite, enabled him to understand democracy more fully and intuitively than
        the other Founding Fathers.
      

    


    
      
        Timeline
      


      
        1683: Josiah Franklin and Ann Child move to the colonies from Great
        Britain.
      


      
        January 17, 1706: Benjamin Franklin is born.
      


      
        1718: Franklin is apprenticed to his brother James.
      


      
        1722: Franklin writes the “Silence Dogood” essays.
      


      
        1723: Franklin relocates to Philadelphia.
      


      
        1724–1726: Franklin stays in London.
      


      
        1727–1729: Franklin forms the Leather Apron Club and buys the Pennsylvania Gazette.
      


      
        1730 : Franklin marries Deborah Read.
      


      
        1731-1732: William Franklin is born; Franklin begins publishing
        Poor Richard’s Almanack.
      


      
        1743: Sally Franklin is born.
      


      
        1752: Franklin conducts lightning/electricity experiment with the key and
        kite.
      


      
        1754: Franklin submits the Albany Plan of Union to a meeting of colonial
        delegates.
      


      
        1757–1762: Franklin travels to London to argue against unfair treatment by
        the Proprietors.
      


      
        1760: William Franklin’s son, Temple, is born.
      


      
        1762: William Franklin becomes governor of New Jersey.
      


      
        1764: The Paxton Boys commit raids on Native American populations around
        Pennsylvania; Franklin returns to London.
      


      
        1765–1767: The Stamp and Townsend Acts are passed; Franklin travels to
        France.
      


      
        1769: Franklin’s grandson Benny Bache is born.
      


      
        1771: Franklin begins his Autobiography.
      


      
        1773: Franklin writes “An Edict of the King of Prussia”; the Boston Tea
        Party occurs.
      


      
        1775: Franklin returns to Philadelphia.
      


      
        1776: William Franklin is arrested; the Declaration of Independence is
        signed; Franklin sets off for France with Temple and Benny.
      


      
        1778: Franklin secures an alliance with France.
      


      
        1781–1782: Adams and Franklin negotiate for peace with Great Britain.
      


      
        1785: Franklin returns to Philadelphia.
      


      
        1787: At the Constitutional Convention, Franklin encourages compromise
        among the delegates, gives rousing closing address.
      


      
        April 17, 1790: Franklin dies at age 84.
      

    


    
      
        Cast of Characters
      


      
        John Adams: Boston rebel and patriot who quarreled with Benjamin Franklin
        over diplomatic methods in France. They worked together more amicably ironing out peace terms with Great
        Britain. John Adams was a delegate to the First Continental Congress, a cowriter of the Declaration of
        Independence, the first American vice president and the second president. His son John Quincy Adams was the
        sixth president.
      


      
        Benjamin “Benny” Franklin Bache: Benjamin Franklin’s grandson, son of Sally
        Franklin and Richard Bache, traveled to France with Franklin where he was educated in printing. He was a
        sensitive boy, frequently complaining of homesickness while away at boarding school. Benny worked as a printer,
        like his grandfather, until his death. Through his newspaper, the Philadelphia
        Aurora, Bache was critical of the Federalists, particularly John Adams and George Washington. He accused
        the latter of acting as a British spy.
      


      
        Richard Bache: Benjamin Franklin’s son-in-law, husband of Sally Franklin,
        father of Benny Bache. Franklin did not initially approve of the match for Sally, as Richard Bache was
        penniless and unambitious, but he was determined not to stand in the way of his daughter’s happiness. He grew
        to respect Richard later, and his final years were spent living with Sally and her husband in their
        Philadelphia home.
      


      
        Sarah “Sally” Franklin Bache: Daughter of Benjamin Franklin, wife of
        Richard Bache, mother of Benny, she organized a group of women to sew uniforms for soldiers during the war and
        looked after her father in his later years. After her father’s death, she traveled to England to visit her half
        brother William, who had been estranged from their father.
      


      
        Andrew Bradford: When Benjamin Franklin became the publisher of the
        Pennsylvania Gazette in 1729, Andrew Bradford’s American
        Weekly Mercury was the rival paper. Franklin frequently wrote letters to the editor criticizing errata
        in the Mercury and accusing Bradford of plagiarizing the Gazette.
      


      
        William Bradford: A printer and the father of Andrew Bradford, William
        Bradford was briefly a mentor to Benjamin Franklin in his youth. He had written in support of Franklin’s
        brother James when the latter was having a battle over censorship with his publishers.
      


      
        Anne-Louise Boivin d’Hardancourt Brillon de Jouy: Another close female
        friend of Benjamin Franklin’s in Passy. She won Franklin’s favor with her musical and chess-playing skills and
        they entered into a relationship of mutual flirtation, though she was married.
      


      
        Abiah Folger Franklin: Benjamin Franklin’s mother, the second wife of
        Josiah Franklin. She had 10 children, of whom Benjamin was the eighth. She died in 1752.
      


      
        Deborah Read Franklin: Benjamin Franklin’s wife, and mother of his
        daughter, Sarah, aka Sally. Deborah first met Benjamin Franklin when he was a teenager, and boarder in her home
        in 1724. She was a sensible, pragmatic woman, her temperament perfectly suited to Franklin’s. The Franklins
        spent a great deal of time apart due to his diplomatic appointments. He frequently invited her to join him, but
        she was frightened of overseas travel. Deborah does not seem to have been jealous of the other women in
        Franklin’s life, as they frequently discussed them congenially in correspondence. Deborah died in 1774 while
        her husband was in London.
      


      
        James Franklin: Benjamin Franklin’s brother James, publisher of the
        New England Courant, was a formative influence on Franklin as a young man, using
        his newspaper as a vehicle to stand up for freedom of speech and democratic ideals. Franklin remembered James
        as a cruel and arbitrary master while serving as his apprentice. This may have been an exaggeration, but it is
        likely that James was jealous of his younger brother’s talents.
      


      
        Josiah Franklin: Father of Benjamin and James Franklin. Josiah Franklin was
        a cloth dyer and candle maker who immigrated to the American colonies in 1683 with his first wife, Anne Child.
        After Child passed away, he married Benjamin Franklin’s mother, Abiah Folger. Benjamin was briefly apprenticed
        to his father at the candle shop before being passed along to elder brother James’s printing business.
      


      
        William Franklin: Illegitimate son of Benjamin Franklin and governor of New
        Jersey, William remained loyal to the crown during the Revolutionary War. The war exacerbated the rift between
        father and son, but was not its cause. Benjamin Franklin disapproved of William’s status-seeking pursuits. In
        an early sign of displeasure, Franklin chose to sail back to the colonies from England a day early to avoid
        attending his son’s wedding in 1762. The Autobiography was styled as an
        instructional letter to William.
      


      
        Charles Gravier, Comte de Vergennes: French foreign affairs administrator,
        negotiator with Turgot and Franklin toward an alliance during the Revolutionary War. Gravier was an early voice
        in favor of France’s offering financial assistance to the colonists, while Turgot disapproved. When Turgot was
        ousted, Gravier was able to move forward with his plans and officially establish an alliance.
      


      
        Anne-Catherine de Ligniville Helvétius: Close female friend of Benjamin
        Franklin while he stayed at Passy. She was the widow of Claude-Adrien Helvétius, a wealthy tax collector. She
        was something of a “bohemian,” attracting a variety of friends to her pet-filled home for an informal salon.
        Franklin proposed marriage to her in 1779, even writing her an elaborate letter describing how he had dreamed
        that his wife, Deborah, and her late husband were married in heaven and they had given the match their
        blessing. She declined.
      


      
        Lord Richard Howe: British diplomat to the colonies on the eve of the war,
        he was the head of the British Royal Navy, while his brother, Sir William Howe, headed the forces on land.
        Admiral Howe was a good friend of Franklin’s and sympathetic to the colonists’ grievances, but they were unable
        to come to a compromise.
      


      
        Arthur Lee: Benjamin Franklin’s antagonistic fellow diplomat in France, Lee
        took every opportunity to undermine Franklin’s authority and sabotage his reputation. Franklin recognized this
        for the jealousy it likely was.
      


      
        John Penn: Pennsylvania Proprietor who capitulated to the Paxton Boys
        during their raids on innocent Native Americans. Franklin went to England as a delegate for the Pennsylvania
        Assembly to argue for the ousting of the Penns and their proprietary governance.
      


      
        Thomas Penn: Uncle of John Penn, primary Proprietor of Pennsylvania after
        1746. Thomas Penn is criticized for his 1737 “Walking Purchase” in which he cheated Native Americans out of
        their land by hiring fast runners to measure the land in a trade deal that was supposed to be limited to what
        one person could cover on foot in a day and a half.
      


      
        William Pitt the Elder, Earl of Chatham: Former Whig British prime
        minister, negotiator leading up to the Revolutionary War. Pitt was old and in failing health during the time
        leading up to the war, but he was an outspoken critic of Great Britain’s attempts to tax the colonies.
      


      
        Margaret Stevenson: Benjamin Franklin’s landlady and close friend while
        living in London; who was like his platonic second wife.
      


      
        Mary “Polly” Stevenson: Daughter of Margaret Stevenson, Polly Stevenson was
        a close friend and surrogate daughter to Benjamin Franklin. They engaged in a lengthy correspondence, wherein
        Franklin was an intellectual mentor, explaining scientific principles, recommending books, etc. Franklin walked
        her down the aisle at her wedding.
      


      
        Anne-Robert-Jacques Turgot: French finance administrator, negotiator with
        Benjamin Franklin and the other colonial delegates toward an alliance during the Revolutionary War. In 1776,
        Turgot pushed for economic reforms that would benefit the lower classes, but they were blocked by wealthy
        adversaries and he was dismissed from his position.
      

    


    
      
        Direct Quotes and Analysis
      


      
        “‘For these fifty years past, no one has ever heard a dogmatical expression escape
        me.’”
      


      
        Reflecting on his oratory style in the Autobiography, Benjamin Franklin pinpoints
        his open mind, his willingness to compromise, and his aversion to direct confrontation as some of his best
        qualities. Franklin learned of the Socratic method early and frequently employed it, asking questions to gently
        guide others to his way of thinking, rather than arguing his point directly. These skills served him and his
        country well in his capacity as a diplomat, and later as he guided the delegates toward compromise at the
        Constitutional Convention.
      


      
        “‘He snatched lightning from the sky and the scepter from tyrants.’”
      


      
        Anne-Robert-Jacques Turgot’s pithy description captures Franklin’s significance as a scientific thinker,
        statesman, and champion of the revolution. The tyrant in question is King George III, and the lightning refers
        to Franklin’s famous experiment with the key and kite. This experiment made Benjamin Franklin a household name
        in France, where scientists had been working out how to harness the power of lightning without success.
      


      
        “‘Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety deserve
        neither liberty nor safety.’”
      


      
        This prescient quote actually predates the war. Benjamin Franklin was arguing against exorbitant taxes levied
        to pay British soldiers for protection against the French and Native Americans, and the exemption received by
        the Proprietors. The exemption, argued Franklin, made vassals of the citizens of Philadelphia, forced to pay
        taxes to protect their own land as well as the Penns’. This was the same argument that would be made by the
        rebelling colonists years later, arguing against taxation without representation.
      


      
        “‘You are a thorough government man.’”
      


      
        By 1773, Benjamin Franklin and his son, William, were on opposite sides of an ideological war, if not yet a
        physical one. Franklin, who believed that Parliament had no right to legislate or tax the colonies without
        providing them an avenue of representation, is admonishing his son for siding with the British. The implication
        is that William is not a freethinker or man of the people (as Franklin saw himself), but a tool of the
        oppressors (the British government).
      


      
        “‘We must, indeed, all hang together, or most assuredly we shall all hang
        separately.’”
      


      
        This was Franklin’s response to John Hancock’s comment, “We must all hang together,” at the Second Continental
        Congress. Hancock was implying that the signing of the Declaration of Independence was a treasonous act for
        which they could be executed. The states had not all immediately voted in favor of independence, and there was
        a great deal of contention regarding the content of the declaration document itself, so there was cause for
        concern that maintaining unity would be an arduous process.
      


      
        “‘The prospect of an asylum in America for those who love liberty gives general joy, and
        our cause is esteemed the cause of all mankind.’”
      


      
        While in France securing an alliance, Benjamin Franklin launched a (successful) public relations campaign to
        win over support for the revolution’s cause. While it may sound like a generic platitude, it was meant to be
        taken literally. Franklin spent a great deal of time responding to requests from European men seeking
        appointments in the colonists’ army.
      


      
        “‘Thus I consent, sir, to this Constitution because I expect no better, and because I am
        not sure that it is not the best.’”
      


      
        This quote comes from one of Franklin’s most famous speeches, the closing address of the Constitutional
        Convention of 1787, where he had arbitrated many disputes and successfully argued against property owning
        requirements for voters and office seekers. He went on to encourage any outliers to put aside their
        disagreements in favor of unity, and sign the document. He then pointed out the emblem of a sun on George
        Washington’s chair and made poetic comments connecting the birth of the nation to the dawn.
      

    


    
      
        Trivia
      


      
        	Benjamin Franklin was so esteemed in France that the
        fashionable women of Nantes wore wigs in a style known as the coiffure
        à la Franklin, which resembled the statesman’s famed fur
        hat.


        	Benjamin Franklin and Deborah Read were only married by
        common law. By the time Franklin was ready for marriage, Deborah had already wed a bankrupt cad named John
        Rogers, who by that point had fled to the West Indies. It was rumored that Roger died there, but without
        confirmation, a legal union would have been impossible.


        	Benny Bache went on to use his grandfather’s printing
        equipment to found his own newspaper, the American Aurora. Bache was an outspoken
        anti-Federalist particularly disdainful of John Adams, who he called “old, querulous, bald, blind, crippled,
        [and] toothless.”


        	In November 2016, a campaign was launched on fund-raising
        website Gofundme.com to help restore Franklin’s grave at Philadelphia’s Christ Church Burial Ground. Rock star
        Jon Bon Jovi contributed $5,000 to help the campaign meet its goal.


        	Benjamin Franklin is credited with creating the first
        American political cartoon. Published in the Pennsylvania Gazette in 1754, it
        featured a snake cut into segments, with the words “Join, or Die,” evidence of Franklin’s early advocacy of
        colonial unification.


        	There is a psychological phenomenon called “the Ben
        Franklin Effect” stating that if a person does you a favor, it increases their opinion of you more than if you
        had done a favor for them. Franklin once described a colleague whose demeanor changed from difficult to amiable
        after Franklin borrowed a book from him.

      

    


    
      
        What’s That Word?
      


      
        Antiestablishment: Opposed to or working against the existing power
        structure or mores, as of society or government.
      


      
        Conservatism: The disposition to preserve or restore what is established
        and traditional, and to limit change.
      


      
        Dogma: An official system of principles or tenets concerning faith, morals,
        behavior, etc., as of a church.
      


      
        Industrious: Working energetically and devotedly; hardworking; diligent.
      


      
        Plenipotentiary: A person, especially a diplomatic agent, invested with
        full power or authority to transact business on behalf of another.
      


      
        Populism: Representation or extolling of the common person, the working
        class, the underdog, etc.
      


      
        Pragmatism: A philosophical movement or system having various forms, but
        generally stressing practical consequences as constituting the essential criterion in determining meaning,
        truth, or value.
      


      
        Pseudonymous: Bearing or using a fictitious name.
      


      
        Sedition: Incitement of resistance to or insurrection against lawful
        authority.
      

    


    
      
        Critical Response
      


      
        	A New York Times
        Bestseller


        	A Book of the Month Club Main Selection.

      


      
        “The most readable full-length Franklin biography available.” —The Washington Post Book
        World
      


      
        “In its common sense, clarity, and accessibility, it is a fitting reflection of Franklin’s sly pragmatism.…
        This may be the book that most powerfully drives a new pendulum swing of the Franklin reputation.”
        —The New York Times
      


      
        “A lively, readable and affecting book. Isaacson admires his subject deeply, and makes us admire him, too.”
        —The Guardian
      


      
        “Isaacson sheds new light on America’s first true world citizen.” —Foreign Affairs
      


      
        “Isaacson has a keen eye for the genius of a man whose fingerprints lie everywhere in our history.”
        —Publishers Weekly
      


      
        “The writing, whether about diplomatic negotiations or scientific experiments, is clear, direct, and even
        humorous—a touch Franklin would have appreciated. Scholars and lay readers alike will appreciate this nuanced
        and thoughtful volume.” —The Christian Science Monitor
      

    


    
      
        About Walter Isaacson
      


      
        Walter Isaacson was born in New Orleans, in 1952. He studied at Harvard University and Pembroke College at
        Oxford University. In his early career, he worked for the Sunday Times (London) and
        the Times-Picayune (New Orleans). He went on to become the editor of Time magazine and CEO of CNN. He is currently the CEO of the Aspen Institute, a position he has
        held since 2003. He is also chair emeritus for Teach for America.
      


      
        Isaacson was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford, and he also holds honorary degrees from a number of colleges and
        universities, including Tufts, Cooper Union, and Duke. He is also known for his New York
        Times bestselling biographies on Albert Einstein and Steve Jobs.
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        Online
      


      
        “7 Things Benjamin Franklin Never Said.” The Franklin Institute.
      


      
        “11 Surprising Facts About Benjamin Franklin.” History.com.
      


      
        “I
        Followed Benjamin Franklin’s Daily Schedule for a Week, and the Most Rewarding Part was Also the Most
        Difficult.” Business Insider.
      


      
        “Walter Isaacson on the life and times of Benjamin Franklin.” CNN.com.
      


      
        “What Ben Franklin Could Teach Us About Civility and Politics.”
        The Wall Street Journal.
      


      
        Books
      


      
        1776 by David McCullough
      


      
        The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin by Gordon S. Wood
      


      
        The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
      


      
        Wit and Wisdom from Poor Richard’s Almanack by Benjamin
        Franklin
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        Revolution
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