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			Context

			In this book-length essay, Ta-Nehisi Coates addresses the history of racism in the United States, and its manifestation in current events and modern life, through the lens of his own experiences. The original work is presented as a letter to his son, Samori, to whom he wishes to impart certain lessons about being a person of color in America.

			According to Benjamin Wallace-Wells’ reportage in New York magazine, Coates had been reading The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin when he met with President Obama and others for a discussion of universal health care. Aware of criticism that Coates had of the president, specifically about his current policies that acknowledge class but not race—and perhaps sensing Coates’ frustration—President Obama said to him, “Don’t despair.”

			Reflecting on Baldwin’s views (in contrast to the optimism of the early Civil Rights activists) during a discussion with his editor, Christopher Jackson, Ta-Nehisi Coates was challenged to pick up the mantle that James Baldwin left behind.

			By the time Between the World and Me was published in 2015, Coates was already widely recognized for his powerful journalism, having been a reporter, feature writer, and blogger, often covering issues of race in America. He published a memoir in 2008 called The Beautiful Struggle, in which he spoke of what it was like growing up in Baltimore, and reflected on his relationship with his influential father, Paul Coates. 

			Drawing on the author’s experiences, tremendous scholarship, and analysis of history, Between the World and Me should be considered in the context of current events, including multiple occurrences of police brutality against people of color, ever-present physical threats to “black bodies,” and the Black Lives Matter movement borne out of the acquittal of George Zimmerman, who shot and killed 17-year-old Trayvon Martin.

		

	
		
			Overview

			Ta-Nehisi Coates’ thesis is that race and racism are social constructs invented to keep racial minorities oppressed in service to “Americans who believe they are white” (a paraphrase from a James Baldwin quote). These constructs were woven into our society from its founding, through slavery, and continue to have dire consequences for people of color. America was built on “the pillaging of life, liberty, labor, and land.” He asserts that the complacent majority relies on a belief system he calls “the Dream”—the Dream being a fantasy of white American Exceptionalism predicated on entitlement and the disenfranchisement of people of color.

			Coates narrates his coming-of-age story, a constant grappling with the question, “How do I live free in this black body?” He recalls his youth in West Baltimore where the “streets” and the schools provided mutually reinforcing lessons about rules and order. On the streets, young boys postured at manhood, starting fights and selling drugs. In the schools, teachers were more concerned with obedience than education. Coates describes feeling somewhat rudderless, shifting between these two channels, never quite belonging to either. 

			When he discovers Malcolm X, and shortly thereafter arrives at Washington D.C.’s Howard University, he is ecstatic to find kindred spirits.

			The excitement is short-lived. Expecting to find easy answers to his questions about black identity, and something more glorious than the self-flagellation of Black History Month, he is disappointed. His favorite authors contradict each other and his own thoughts contradict themselves. While seeking a way to revere his black heritage, he idealizes his ancestors and identity, which is in fact, missing the point: that race is a false construct is equally useless whether being deployed for dehumanization or for glorification. It is all part of the Dream. 

			Coates opts to leave Howard and begins working as a freelance journalist. Shortly thereafter, his son, Samori, is born; he becomes the living embodiment of Coates’ years of theorizing. “You are a black boy,” he tells his child, “and you must be responsible for your body in a way that other boys cannot know.” Coates tells Samori that he is named after Samori Touré, an African resistance fighter who led armies against French colonizers in the late 19th century. The name is representative of “the struggle” black bodies still endure. Coates reminds his son that the Dream (and the country that supports it) was built on the backs of slaves. 

			After the birth of Samori, the most defining event in Coates’ life was the shooting of his friend Prince Jones by a black police officer. The policeman, who was known as corrupt, had shot Jones outside of his fiancée’s house, reporting that Jones had threatened to run him over with his car. It was later revealed that the officer had pulled a gun on Jones and failed to identify himself as a cop. 

			The officer was not charged or punished in any way. Coates eloquently mourns his friend and all that was taken from the world as a result of his pointless death: the wasted potential “shattered on the concrete;” a young daughter deprived of her father. He relates this incident to his fears for his son: this could happen to anyone at any time. “You are all we have,” he writes, “and you come to us endangered.”

			From here, Coates makes the claim that racist police and their violent actions are the consequences of the problem, not the problem itself. Society has organized itself to protect the Dream of white citizens, and the police are merely instruments to that end. Their actions are tacitly condoned—explicitly so when they are, for example, caught on camera ending a person’s life and exonerated of all wrongdoing. “The officer,” Coates says, “carries with him the power of the American state and the weight of an American legacy.”

			Soon after Prince’s death, Coates and his wife move to New York City. He observes with wariness the complete comfort of white Manhattanites in their surroundings. This is exemplified by an experience at a theater on the Upper West Side. Exiting the movie and coming down an escalator, a white woman pushes young Samori out of her way. When Coates snaps at her for touching his child, a white male bystander speaks up to “defend” her. There is a brief altercation and the man threatens to call the police. “‘I could have you arrested,’” the man had said. Coates understands this warning to mean, “‘I could take your body.’” 

			Here the author points out an incongruity in contemporary racial politics—that widespread, systemic racism exists despite the fact that the vast majority of Americans claim they are not racist. He draws a parallel between a famous comedian declaring “I’m not a racist” shortly after being filmed shouting the N-word, and the mass lynchings performed before the Civil Rights era: The perpetrators were bold enough to commit these acts, but not bold enough to admit to them.

			This leads into thoughts on the Civil War. Coates is an avid visitor of battlefield sites and he describes his reception there wryly, “as if I were a nosy accountant conducting an audit.” He tells Samori, “In America, it is traditional to destroy the black body,” and recounts the savage violence of slavery explicitly—the rapes, beatings, maiming, and murders—stating that this is the legacy we all carry, either as descendants of the perpetrators or descendants of the victims. For the former, there is the Dream, for the latter, “the struggle.” 

			Coates recalls taking Samori to visit the mother of Jordan Davis, a Florida teenager shot and killed by a white man after refusing to turn down the music in his car. She is a righteous, stoic woman, harnessing her grief into activism. She tells Samori, “‘You exist. You matter. You have value.’” The legacy destroys, but it can also build. The black community coalesces around a shared experience and common heritage, “language and mannerisms,” “food and music,” “literature and philosophy,” though it be “forged in the shadow of the murdered, the raped, the disembodied.”

			Finally, Coates recalls visiting Prince Jones’ mother and she narrates her own remarkable story. Dr. Jones grew up in Louisiana during the Jim Crow era. She was elected class president of her integrated high school and received a full scholarship to study medicine at Louisiana State University. After she had Prince, they moved to Texas and Dr. Jones was made chief of radiology at the local hospital. She describes her son’s childhood as a happy, privileged one, with the best schools and international travel. None of this was enough to save him. 

			People like Dr. Jones, Coates asserts, who have been affected by “the great American injury,” are conscious in ways that the vast majority could never imagine. The Dreamers must shift the racist reality aside and forget about Prince Jones and countless other victims because “to remember would tumble them out of the beautiful Dream.”

		

	
		
			Summary

			I

			The first section opens with the word “Son,” as the entire book is presented as a letter to his teenage son, Samori. Ta-Nehisi Coates begins by connecting the history of racial violence in America to the 2014 deaths of Eric Garner, John Crawford, Tamir Rice, and Mike Brown at the hands of police. He recalls Samori’s tearful reaction to the failure of a grand jury to indict Officer Darren Wilson in the shooting death of 18-year-old Brown, and his inability as a father to properly comfort him. In place of that comfort, Coates provides this book—a dose of the truth, and he begins telling his own story.

			Coates recalls life on the street in Baltimore and one 1986 incident in particular when a boy pulled a gun on him in a 7-Eleven parking lot to assert dominance. He notes that the schools were drudge factories incompatible with creativity. He derides the “ritual review” of Black History Month and its “films dedicated to the glories of being beaten on camera.” He introduces the idea of “The Dream,” and recalls seeing “dispatches” from this Dreamworld on television in his youth, with its easy suburban pleasures, “unworried boys,” and white picket fences. Coates draws his son’s attention to the differences in their worlds, the son having seen the election of a black president as well as “black women everywhere in their natural hair.”

			Coates describes when he went off to attend Howard University. In addition to the writings of Malcolm X, he reads Chancellor Williams, J. A. Rogers, and John Jackson, and revels in the spirit of black nationalism among the students. He meets friends, people who push him out of his comfort zone, and Samori’s mother. Ultimately preferring to choose his own curriculum, Coates leaves the confines of school to pursue a career in journalism. 

			He continues to drift until Samori is born, when Coates and Samori’s mother are 24-year-olds. The baby’s birth is a “domesticating” influence, resonant with both fear and determination. Ta-Nehisi Coates is determined to protect his son, of course, but also himself, so as not to leave his son fatherless.

			II

			This section begins with Coates recalling an incident where he was pulled over for no reason by a Prince George’s County police officer. This particular department had a reputation for brutality that had resulted in deaths, and he was frightened. But nothing happened. Shortly thereafter, he reads an item in the newspaper about a Prince George’s County officer-involved shooting. The victim was a friend of his from Howard University, Prince Jones. The shooting galvanized Coates; it became a symbol of racial injustice and a focal point for his activism.

			Coates then recalls moving to New York City just before the attack on 9/11, and his complex reaction to the tragic events, as he was still reeling from the death of Prince Jones. He points out that the site of the World Trade Center had formerly been the location of a slave auction, that “southern Manhattan had always been Ground Zero to us.” 

			After musing on the racial connotations of various city neighborhoods, and recounting the incident with the aggressive woman at the movie theater and the interview with Jordan Davis’ mother, Coates describes a trip to Paris he took alone, and then a second visit with his wife and Samori. He marvels at the beauty of the French capital and the people, and the different cultural connotations. He considers himself to be first and foremost “an American” instead of an “African American.” He reminds Samori that this feeling is fleeting, there is no “passport out of the struggle,” and that France has its own bloody history.

			Coates ends the section by returning to more recent events, including the killing of Michael Brown by Officer Darren Wilson and the piece of innocence that Samori lost after the failure to indict the shooter. This loss of innocence is the price of being awake and refusing to accept the faulty logic of the Dreamers that condone such violence.

			III

			In the final, brief section, Ta-Nehisi Coates recalls a visit he made to Prince Jones’ mother. It is January and Dr. Jones still has a Christmas stocking up for her late son. When she mentions that she had wished for Prince to choose an Ivy League college, Coates asks her if she regrets that he chose Howard instead. She responds instead with regret that her son was no longer alive.

			The implication is that Prince Jones (who Coates elsewhere has called “patron saint of the twice as good”) was not your average victim of a police shooting: despite the fact that he was from the upper-middle class, well-educated, and had no criminal record—nothing could save him. All of his mother’s hard work and nurturing was undone by one act of racism.

			Coates is hesitant to fully call his own son to action. “Perhaps that was, is, the hope of the movement: to awaken the Dreamers,” he says, before pulling back, “you cannot arrange your life around them … Our moment is too brief. Our bodies are too precious.” 

			He points out that, with the abolition of slavery and the rise of Industrialization (and the necessity of the automobile for “white flight”), white America has subjugated the Earth itself, pillaging its natural resources. 

			In his final word on the subject, he urges Samori to “Struggle for the memory of your ancestors … but do not struggle for the Dreamers. Hope for them.”

			The Dream is extremely costly for people of color in terms of time, money, and the constant threat to their bodies. However, while struggling for equality is a noble and necessary part of life, it cannot be all of one’s life.

		

	
		
			Themes and Symbols

			Body: From the first sentence to the last, Coates draws our attention to bodies: his body, the bodies of people of color, the body of his son; the right one has to their own body, the vulnerability of bodies, the assaults made upon bodies at the hands of police, bodies in prisons; the control (past and present) over black bodies. He speaks of the physicality of bodies that can be possessed, enslaved, and destroyed; and of the importance of protecting one’s body from harm and not relying on optimism.

			The Dream: The essence of everything Coates abhors. He considers the mythical American Dream of “perfect houses with nice lawns” to be a place he could not enter. It is the state of narcoleptic stupor that allows white Americans (and many middle- and upper-middle class people of color) to deny the reality of racial oppression in their daily lives in service to a clear conscience. And it is the result of individuals striving for their own personal gain that leaves others in the role of the oppressed. One cannot help but think, too, of Dr. Martin Luther King and his seminal “I Have a Dream” speech.

			The Dream allows and encourages police brutality against persons of color as the price of its own endurance; reality is that people of color must manage daily microaggressions from those who feel entitled to lay hands, or speak in a patronizing or threatening manner, because of their own racist attitudes.

			The Mecca: Coates’ nickname for Howard University because of its supportive, inclusive environment and the students’ celebration of their African heritage.

			Plunder: “Plunder” is used throughout the book, in both its verb and noun forms. The former refers to the actions of police and other racists as they, literally or metaphorically, take the lives of people of color. In the noun form, “plunder” stands for everything that is taken away: time, energy, freedom, as well as the physical body.

			Twice as Good: A term for the constant striving of people of color to be perceived as intelligent, benevolent, hardworking, and non-violent. They must be “twice as good” as their white counterparts in order to be seen as valuable members of society.

			The Struggle: A shorthand way of referring to people of color fighting for their rights and educating “The Dreamers” about the inequality and discrimination they face on a daily basis.

		

	
		
			Timeline

			1986: A boy pulls a gun on young Ta-Nehisi Coates in a 7-Eleven parking lot.

			Early 1990s: These years are described as the “Golden Age of Hip-Hop” when the Million Man March takes place, and Coates discovers Malcolm X.

			1993: Coates begins college at Howard University.

			August 2000: Samori is born.

			September 2000: Coates’ friend Prince Jones is shot and killed by an undercover police officer with a history of corruption.

			July 2001: Coates and his family move to New York City.

			2010: Coates takes his son, Samori, on a tour of Civil War battlefields.

			November 2012: Jordan Davis is shot and killed in his vehicle by Michael David Dunn after a dispute about his music. Davis’ friends fled in the car and Dunn fired after them. He was convicted of attempted second-degree murder for firing at the fleeing car.

			Summer 2013: Coates and his family visit Paris. While on vacation, George Zimmerman is acquitted of murder after shooting unarmed Florida teenager Trayvon Martin.

			2014: Eric Garner, John Crawford III, and Tamir Rice are killed by police; Renisha McBride is killed by a white homeowner when she approached his house seeking help after a car accident.

			March 2015: A grand jury decides not to indict Officer Darren Wilson after he shot and killed unarmed black teenager Michael Brown.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Samori Coates: Ta-Nehisi’s teenage son, who is addressed directly throughout the book.

			Cheryl Coates: Ta-Nehisi’s mother; taught him the importance of self-exploration as an artistic pursuit, encouraging him to write about his experiences.

			Paul Coates: Ta-Nehisi’s father; was a Black Panther captain and a Howard University research librarian who taught his son the importance of intellectual pursuit and his Civil Rights–era heritage.

			Kenyatta Matthews: Ta-Nehisi’s wife; mother of Samori; from a more privileged background than her husband; she encourages Coates to travel, resulting in his trip to Paris.

			Prince Carmen Jones: Friend of Ta-Nehisi Coates at Howard University who was shot and killed by a Prince George’s County police officer, despite any wrongdoing.

			Dr. Mabel Jones: Mother of Prince Jones; chief of radiology at a hospital in Texas.

			Lucia McBath: Mother of Jordan Davis, the teenager shot in and killed in Florida over loud music; activist.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“Race is the child of racism, not the father.” 

			Since race is a social construct, it only exists insofar as it continues to be employed to categorize (and oppress) people. Were there no social benefits to discriminating against a particular race, it is very unlikely the “races” would still be defined as they are. One imagines that if there were no such thing as racism, the idea of race would not be what it is today.

			“‘Good intention’ is a hall pass through history, a sleeping pill that ensures the Dream.”

			Bringing to mind the proverb “The road to hell is paved with good intentions,” and in the context of educators and other figures who stand as agents American institutions, Coates denounces the tradition of “exoneration” that encourages a “forgive and forget” attitude about the ills of the past. The “intentions” of colonizers and slave owners are not relevant; only the repercussions of their actions are. The reader is brought back to the physical world where actions hold much more weight than intentions.

			“The power of domination and exclusion is central to the belief in being white.”

			To Ta-Nehisi Coates, “whiteness” is a myth. Without the impulses to discriminate, colonize, and conquer, “white” as a racial category would cease to exist. This suggests that the desire to maintain power and control is the desire to maintain whiteness or otherness (that which is not black).

			“The Dream is the enemy of all art, courageous thinking, and honest writing.” 

			The Dream of white American Exceptionalism is rooted in fantasy and deliberate dishonesty, a whitewashing that diminishes the history of oppression that is its actual foundation. To support “the Dream” is to deny the truth.

			“We name the hated stranger and are thus confirmed in the tribe.” 

			Coates describes a culture shock after arriving on the Howard University campus, particularly regarding the openness of LGBTQ+ individuals. He asserts that group identity is often predicated on prejudice or bias against members of another group. In other words, we exclude others in order to feel more included ourselves.

			“And hell upon those who tell us to be twice as good and shoot us no matter.”

			It’s a common trope that people of color tell their children that they have to be “twice as good” as white children to achieve the same goals. After Prince Jones’ death, Coates has bitter feelings about this double standard. If a young man is perfectly good—or even twice as good as society expects—his black body may lead to his demise, despite his doing everything right.

			“Not all of us can always be Jackie Robinson—not even Jackie Robinson was always Jackie Robinson.”

			Jackie Robinson is remembered for “breaking the color barrier” in athletics, and for being a civil rights advocate who demanded equality and did so through pacifism. Keeping up the appearance of being a “good” person of color is exhausting and the facade occasionally falls away, particularly when confronted with a racist act.

			“Vulnerability brings you closer to the meaning of life.”

			After apologizing to Samori for not being able to save him from the “struggle,” Coates considers that his young son has the chance to live his life with honor and truth. While being a Dreamer may offer comfort to some, being awake to the pain and suffering of the world is worthwhile. Those who are awake are truly alive.

			“Should assaulting an officer of the state be a capital offense, rendered without trial, with the officer as judge and executioner?” 

			Coates allows that Mike Brown, the 18-year-old man shot and killed in Ferguson, Missouri, in 2014, may have been aggressive before Officer Darren Wilson took his life, but asks, did that warrant his death? He is raising the question of power given to law enforcement, but also what this actual injustice says about American society writ large.

			“They made us into a race. We made ourselves into a people.”

			Coates is describing the communal spirit at a Howard University Homecoming event. The implication is that race is socially constructed, but the community is meaningful. However, this sentiment goes beyond a time and place. Persons of color became “other” by those who are white; but persons of color, recognizing the truth, make themselves a people.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					The format of Between the World and Me—a letter to his son with advice on how to live—is a nod to “My Dungeon Shook” from James Bladwin’s seminal essay The Fire Next Time. 

					Ta-Nehisi Coates attended William H. Lemmel Middle School in Baltimore. This school was featured in the hit series The Wire—a drama praised for its portrayal of inner-city life.

					Before Prince Jones was killed, Prince George’s County officers were under investigation for the fatal shooting of Gary A. Hopkins, another unarmed student, the fatal beating of Elmer Clay Newman, Jr., and the blinding of Freddie McCollum.

					The title and epigraph for this work was taken from a poem by celebrated author Richard Wright, “Between the World and Me.”

					Samori Maceo-Paul Coates was named for an African leader who started off as a humble trader before rising in the ranks of the military. After becoming king of the Mandinka Empire, Samori Touré led repeated successful offenses against French colonizers.

					Malcolm X, James Baldwin, E. L. Doctorow, and former Black Panther Marshall “Eddie” Conway have all been influential to Ta-Nehisi Coates. 

					Having grown up as a fan of comics, Ta-Nehisi Coates developed an 11-issue series called Black Panther, with Brian Stelfreeze and Laura Martin, based on the character created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby.

					Between the World and Me was originally slated to be published in September 2015, but was moved up to July 2015 in response to the tragic shooting at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in downtown Charleston, South Carolina, that June.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Civil War era: the years from 1861 to 1865.

			Disembody: to divest (a soul, spirit, etc.) of a physical body.

			Exceptionalism: a theory that a nation, region, or political system is exceptional and does not need to conform to the norm.

			Exonerate: to clear, as of an accusation; free from guilt or blame; exculpate.

			Gentrification: the buying and renovating of houses and stores in deteriorated urban neighborhoods by upper- or middle-income families, individuals, or developers, thus improving property values but often displacing low-income families and small businesses.

			Heritage: something that comes or belongs to one by reason of birth; an inherited lot or portion.

			Jim Crow: named for a fictional character from a minstrel act performed in blackface with a stereotypical dialect, a system of laws that allowed for racial segregation primarily in southern states, after the Reconstruction era through the mid-1960s.

			Majoritarian: of, relating to, or constituting a majority.

			Plunder: to rob of goods or valuables by open force, as in war, hostile raids, brigandage, etc.

			White flight: the phenomenon of people of white heritage that move out of neighborhoods when minorities begin to move in.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			• National Book Award for Nonfiction 

			• NAACP Image Award 

			• Pulitzer Prize–finalist

			• National Book Critics Circle Award–finalist

			• New York Times bestseller 

			• Named one of the Ten Best Books of the Year in 2015 by The New York Times Book Review, O magazine, The Washington Post, Publishers Weekly, and others 

			“The language of Between the World and Me, like Coates’s journey, is visceral, eloquent, and beautifully redemptive. And its examination of the hazards and hopes of black male life is as profound as it is revelatory.” —Toni Morrison

			“A searing meditation on what it means to be black in America today.” —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times 

			“[Coates] is firing on all cylinders, and it is something to behold: a mature writer entirely consumed by a momentous subject and working at the extreme of his considerable powers at the very moment national events most conform to his vision.” —The Washington Post 

			“An eloquent blend of history, reportage, and memoir.” —The Boston Globe 
“A crucial book during this moment of generational awakening. In Coates’s work, racism not only disembodies but it is disembodied itself.” —The New Yorker

			“[Between the World and Me] is not a Pollyanna, coming-of-age memoir about how idyllic life was growing up in America…. [It’s] a book that should be read and shared by everyone, as it is a story that painfully and honestly explores the age-old question of what it means to grow up black and male in America.” —The Baltimore Sun 

			“Ta-Nehisi Coates interrogates the effects of a life lived under the gun, aware of the ever-present violence that is systematically and relentlessly perpetrated against black people in America.” —The New Republic

			“A searing indictment of America’s legacy of violence, institutional and otherwise, against blacks.” —Chicago Tribune 

			
		

	
		
			About Ta-Nehisi Coates

			Ta-Nehisi Coates was born in 1975 and grew up in Northwest Baltimore, the son of a former Black Panther. He attended Howard University, often preferring to choose his own study materials from the library. He ultimately dropped out of school, and began to pick up freelance writing jobs at various newspapers and magazines.

			In 2008, Coates was given a staff position at The Atlantic after he penned a notable article attacking Bill Cosby for his “black conservatism.” In his role as national correspondent there, he covers culture, politics, and social issues.

			He is the author of a memoir, The Beautiful Struggle, and Between the World and Me, which won the National Book Award for Nonfiction. In 2015, Ta-Nehisi Coates received a MacArthur Genius Grant for his work as a writer.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“Ta-Nehisi Coates on His Work and the Painful Process of Getting Conscious.” NPR. 

			“Between the Lines: Ta-Nehisi Coates at the New York Public Library Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.” Livestream.

			“‘Between the World and Me’: Ta-Nehisi Coates in Conversation on Being Black in America.” Democracy Now. 

			“A Conversation with Ta-Nehisi Coates.” Isaac Chotiner,  Slate. 

			“The Case for Reparations.” Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Atlantic. 

			“The Enduring Solidarity of Whiteness.” Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Atlantic. 

			“The Paranoid Style of American Policing.” Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Atlantic. 

			“The Lessons of Jordan Davis’s Murder; Revisited.” Kristal Brent Zook, The Nation. 

			“Black Victim, Black Cop, Black County.” Jason Cherkis and Kevin Diaz, Washington City Paper. 

			Books

			Citizen: An American Lyric by Claudia Rankine

			The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin

			From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation by Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor

			The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism by Edward E. Baptist

			The History of White People by Nell Irvin Painter

			How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America by Kiese Laymon

			Invisible Man, Got the Whole World Watching: A Young Black Man’s Education by Mychal Denzel Smith

			Negroland: A Memoir by Margo Jefferson

			Books by Ta-Nehisi Coates

			The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir

			Between the World and Me
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