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Foreword

Allan H. (Bud) Selig

As a graduate of the University of Wisconsin–Madison, and as the former owner of the Milwaukee Brewers and the ninth Commissioner of Baseball, I found Steven D. Schmitt’s book, A History of Badger Baseball: The Rise and Fall of America’s Pastime at the University of Wisconsin, to be of great interest and a remarkable and outstanding achievement. It is not only a history of University of Wisconsin baseball; it is much more than that. The author doesn’t just present a broad outline of the good times and the bad times, the successes and the failures, and a list of the notable figures. He gives the reader a veritable pitch-by-pitch account of more than one hundred seasons of baseball. He begins with describing how a handful of players formed the institution’s first baseball team in 1870 until the university dropped baseball as an intercollegiate sport because of, as he explains, budget cuts, the lack of a first-class facility, and the need to equalize athletic participation for men and women.

Along the way, he describes Badger baseball season by season, the highlights, the heroes, and the drama. One of the most compelling sagas is a 1909 trip that University of Wisconsin baseball players made to Japan, which Mr. Schmitt claims is the “longest trip ever taken by college athletes.” It certainly was at the time. In fact, such trips were extremely rare. Only a year earlier, in 1908, the Reach All America Team, a group of professional baseball players sponsored by a sporting goods manufacturer, toured Japan, China, the Philippines, and Hawaii. They played seventeen games in Japan and won them all. The Badgers, it is believed, were the first group of amateurs to tour Japan, and it is hard to imagine how a group of young men at that time could have embarked on such an excursion. Today, you board a plane and half a day later, you land in Tokyo. In 1909 the Wisconsin baseball players left Madison on August 20 and didn’t return until October 31. The Badgers won five of nine games, which the author describes in detail, but more interesting is the cultural differences that

certainly existed at the time and the interaction among the young American ballplayers and their Japanese hosts and competitors. Schmitt writes: “The Badgers on-field chatter shocked Japanese fans.” He quotes one of the Wisconsin players who wrote after the trip: “They hissed us because it was a custom of theirs to carry on all contests in silence and we had broken it. We kept on with the talk, however, and before the series was over they paid no attention to it, and even sanctioned it on the part of their own boys, who picked it up very readily.”

The author gives other examples of the cultural adjustments the young men from Madison had to make both on and off the field of play. He also writes that the New York Times reported at the time that the competition generated so much interest in the game throughout Japan that it helped lead to the creation of a professional league in Japan.

Schmitt goes into great depth in describing the season-by-season journey, complete with highlights as well as disappointments. He shines a light on some of the best players who attended Wisconsin, including shortstop Harvey Kuenn, a lifetime .303 hitter in the big leagues, who managed two years for me with the Brewers; outfielder Rick Reichardt, who had an eleven-year major league career; and pitcher Paul Quantrill, who pitched fourteen years in the majors, mostly in relief.

Not unexpectedly, the biggest disappointment Schmitt describes comes near the end where he goes to great lengths to explain the decision behind dropping varsity baseball as an intercollegiate sport. There is no doubt where the author lines up in this drama, and he continues to hope that the day will come when Badger baseball is revived. It is a hope shared by many alums and baseball fans.

Allan H. (Bud) Selig is a 2017 inductee into the National Baseball Hall of Fame.
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Prologue

A History of Badger Baseball: The Rise and Fall of America’s Pastime at the University of Wisconsin is a narrative history of the first intercollegiate sport at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. Baseball started as a student-run activity and became a fiercely competitive sport with raucous crowds and all-night championship celebrations under an umbrella of faculty control and aimed at preserving the amateur integrity of intercollegiate athletics.

This book is an extraordinary portrait of the “never-die Wisconsin spirit” that marked an unprecedented trip to Japan and one that drew enthusiastic support from the university and players, and was well chronicled in magazine articles. University presidents and students retained a sport that had multisport heroes on winning teams, survived the Great Depression, and opened the postwar period with an undisputed conference championship and a trip to the College World Series. Wisconsin baseball produced excellent teams and players throughout its history, some of whom enjoyed long major league careers. More than one hundred players interviewed shared their personal experiences, explaining why they chose Wisconsin and what the baseball program meant to them. Many were shocked when legal action to equalize athletic participation for men and women, a budget deficit, and the lack of first-class facilities brought UW baseball to an end in 1991. A History of Badger Baseball tells the story of that controversial and painful decision and the efforts to bring back the sport that gave birth to Wisconsin athletics.

In essence, Wisconsin baseball is the history of Wisconsin athletics; it will enlighten those unfamiliar with the sport’s legacy and those perhaps too familiar with myths created since its departure from the varsity sports roster. The journey is filled with peaks and valleys but pays tribute to every player who donned a Wisconsin baseball uniform.







1

The Spirit of Badger Baseball

1870–1904

Base Ball and the Mendotas

Wisconsin baseball began when a group of students got university approval to organize a team called the Mendotas. On April 30, 1870, they defeated the Capital City Club, 53–18.1 They won their next three games at home against the Enterprise team of Albion and the Whitewater Athletics. On June 17, the Mendotas played the Mutuals at Janesville. The home crowd howled protests throughout, and the Mendotas lost a 41–40 cliffhanger with the following lineup (players’ future occupations are in parentheses):

 

E. W. Hulse, pitcher (attorney, McPherson, Kansas)

Horace M. Wells, catcher (attorney)

Henry C. “Cullie” Adams, first base (teacher, Ann Arbor, Michigan)

George H. Noyes, second base (attorney, Milwaukee, Wisconsin)

Thomas Griffith, third base (unknown)

B. W. James, shortstop (attorney)

C. S. Montgomery, left field (attorney, Omaha, Nebraska)

L. R. Larson, center field (attorney, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

Henry M. Chittenden, right field (archdeacon, Alton, Illinois).2

 

According to Noyes, pitchers tossed or threw underhand from their waist or below: “Slow balls tended to make larger scores.” Batters could call the pitch they wanted to hit. A high ball was between the shoulders and waist, a medium was around the waist, and a low ball was from the waist to the knees. Four strikes or a foul ball caught on the fly or on the first bounce was an out. Until the 1880s, players did not wear gloves, and pitchers threw underhand.3


[image: Image: Wisconsin’s undefeated 1881 baseball team was the first to play home games at the Camp Randall fairgrounds. (UW–Madison Archives, S06658)]

Students formed a baseball association in 1877 but played only six games over five seasons, primarily because there was no suitable home field. That problem was solved in 1881 when UW began hosting opponents at the Camp Randall Fairgrounds, once the site of the Wisconsin State Fair and the barracks for Union soldiers during the Civil War. The land became available when Civil War veterans stopped a housing development on the site.4 The baseball team won seven of twelve games over the next three seasons, joining the North West College Base Ball League in 1883. Soon the fairgrounds became home to championship baseball and student jubilation.

Dynasty and Ecstasy

Wisconsin won four straight North West College Base Ball League championships (1884–87), dominating a circuit that included Northwestern University at Evanston, Racine College, and Beloit College.5 Teams typically had nine players and one substitute, and played with primitive equipment. Home teams chose

the umpire who flipped a coin to determine who took the field first. The “Universities,” as the press called the Wisconsin team, had the best pitcher and catcher in the league, winning ingredients in the early years. Patrick “Patsy” H. Connolly, who became city engineer in Wisconsin Rapids, and catcher George E. Waldo, a law student who became a Chicago attorney, were the unquestionable team leaders of the 1884 and 1885 teams. In 1884 Connolly pitched at Racine with wrenched cords in his pitching arm but won the championship game eight days later. In 1885 he struck out twenty-one batters and hit a home run at Beloit. Waldo suffered dislocated fingers while catching two-handed without a mitt but called the pitches and consistently threw out base-stealers in a base-to-base era.6

[image: Image: The 1884 and 1885 champions. (UW–Madison Archives, S06662)]

In 1886 Frank C. Chandler won four league games and outfielder George S. Parker batted .453 to lead the team. In 1887 second baseman and captain Edward Swinburne (.441) and left fielder George Brown (.434)—engineering classmates of budding architect Frank Lloyd Wright—led the loop’s hitters on UW’s fourth straight championship, and Waldo closed his career guiding

pitcher Charles Williams through a 7–1 season. Swinburne, first baseman George T. Simpson, and shortstop David Spencer served as athletic association officers. They exposed Northwestern’s use of ineligible players, particularly a second baseman by the name of Greeley, who drew catcalls from the crowds and broke Spencer’s nose with a hard, one-hop grounder.7

Throughout the four-year title run, the fairgrounds hosted raucous crowds and intense competition, especially for rivalry games and championship victories. “Every play which resulted in a ‘put-out’ for the local nine was the occasion for applause and when that play had the slightest touch of difficulty in it, the audience was completely beside itself in its excitement,” the Wisconsin State Journal reported on the 1884 victory over Racine. “The game was witnessed by a large audience and the presence of so many ladies must have proved to be a source of inspiration to the players.” The newspaper estimated gate receipts at more than $80. After Wisconsin won its first championship at Beloit, students celebrated with cannon fire and musketry off University Hill, a torchlight parade from campus to the railroad depot to welcome the players, and a big bonfire on campus.8

Fans also traveled by train to cheer the team on the road. Nearly 150 fans went to Beloit on Saturday May 9, 1885, and saw Wisconsin win its season opener, 6–3, returning to the downtown railroad depot at two o’clock Sunday morning. At the May 16 home opener at the fairgrounds, the partisan crowd “cheered vociferously” as a smiling and confident Connolly struck out the Racine catcher who had hit three home runs against Northwestern. After the 10–2 victory over its hottest pursuer, Mrs. Fanny Nicodemus held a banquet for the team at her Langdon Street boarding house.9

At 5:30 p.m. on May 23 a telegram reached the newspaper office to announce the league-clinching victory at Northwestern, triggering a triumphal student celebration. Foghorns accompanied a “U Rah Rah Wisconsin” chant. At eight o’clock, the varsity band led a procession from campus to the downtown railroad depot. The band played and students sang until the train arrived around midnight. “Cheer after cheer was given the lions of the hour; and the wildest enthusiasm prevailed.” The band and a drum-and-bugle corps led a procession from the East Wilson Street depot to the Capitol Square and down State Street to the campus—stopping for a serenade at President Bascom’s residence and the ladies’ dormitory. “Daylight had long since dawned and the boys accordingly had succeeded in making an entire night of it.”10

The 1886 championship banner fluttered atop a fifty-foot gas pipe at the fairgrounds throughout the 1887 season, Wisconsin’s best of the four-year dynasty. The first home game and only defeat of the season against Racine attracted

“eager spectators and hundreds of carriages” that surrounded the diamond. A week after the controversial Northwestern game, Wisconsin won 7–6 at Racine. Students learned of the victory via telegraph. “In less than a half-hour after the close of the game,” an article in the 1889 Badger reported, “cannon, planted at the brow of University Hill, were proclaiming in tones of thunder the glorious victory.”11 Some four hundred students, the university band, “and a generous supply of tin horns, conch shells, kazoos and everything calculated to make the most noise with the least exertion” marched from campus to the Northwestern Railroad depot to meet the team. The train rolled in shortly after nine o’clock that night. A horse-drawn chariot that followed the band carried signs acknowledging UW’s senior catcher and starting pitcher: “What’s the matter with Waldo?” and “What’s the matter with Williams?” The players got off the train and students hoisted them on their shoulders to the head of the procession.

[image: Image: The 1887 champions. (UW–Madison Archives, S12691)]

“The triumphal march up King and Main Streets was one of grand ovation, colored fires lighting the way; immense crowds cheering with the answering

college yell, ‘U-rah-rah’ of the boys, making it altogether the noisiest demonstration of its kind ever heard in Madison.” On campus, a seven-gun artillery salute greeted the procession—one gun for each of the seven runs Wisconsin scored. “Ladies’ hall was brightly lighted, with the university color of red spread upon the balcony above, and a huge bonfire burning in front. The bands played an inspiring air and then the boys nearly shook the earth with the college yell.” The “fair inmates” of Ladies Hall responded with a “chorus of feminine voices forming a happy contrast to the loud shouting of the boys.”12 On State, Langdon, and Park Streets, Chinese lanterns illuminated fraternity houses, and the cheering procession stopped at each one. Business houses and private dwellings throughout the city were “brilliantly illuminated” and “sky rockets shot through the heavens in every direction.” The players enjoyed a banquet at Ladies Hall to end “the grandest ovation ever witnessed in Wisconsin’s capital city.”13 The team officially clinched the title with two more league victories against Lake Forest and Beloit, but the Racine team was Wisconsin’s main rival for championship honors and the only team to defeat them in 1887.14

Wisconsin won its fifth championship in 1890. Wisconsin’s 17–5 rout of Beloit colored the campus cardinal red. “The south front of ladies’ hall was gorgeously decorated in college colors after the game, Saturday, and greeted the passing victors with the college yell. Red was the predominating color in costumes, and the celebration ended with strawberries for supper—also in college colors.” A late May home game with Lake Forest, billed as a grudge match between the Western League’s best teams, was a 22–4 rout in Wisconsin’s favor. Students “came with trumpets and flying colors. . . . Flaunted their badges in every room of the university halls, and paraded the streets with an air of superiority that drew the small boys from blocks around. After the game they had mysteriously disappeared, and only stole out after dark to serenade ladies’ hall.” Lake Forest brought a “goodly number of students including the Glee Club” to Madison via a special combination car. On June 9, a 22–2 triumph at Lake Forest wrapped up UW’s fifth league title. That evening, the First Regiment band led a procession from the campus to the railroad depot. Noisemakers and the college yell drowned out the music. UW President Thomas C. Chamberlin waved the college colors as the procession passed his Langdon Street residence where he made a short speech that drew echoing cheers. Five hundred students wearing college red reached Ladies Hall, enveloped in red bunting, where the coeds served a banquet and sang songs. Students built a bonfire on campus and the party carried on into the night.15

Games typically drew hundreds of fans, according to newspaper accounts that reported “a fine representation of ladies” who sometimes got free admission.

An 1889 article mentions fans dropping shekels to swell the gate, likely a donation of a coin or two. In 1890 season tickets cost $1 for four home games.16 Yet the glory years ran up deficits that required private donations to erase. The following year, a new baseball manager, Sidney D. Townley, chaired a student meeting that resulted in students paying one dollar a share to join a stock company that paid the bills.17

Rivalries and Ringers

In 1891 baseball joined the newly formed Wisconsin Athletic Association (WAA) that included football, tennis, and the University Boat Club. The UW Baseball Association included an executive committee for all four interclass teams plus the law school, which played intramural games that drew throngs of fans on the lower campus. Six varsity players served on the association.18

One of them was second baseman Carl Johnson, a freshman interclass player who snared a potential game-winning hit and doubled a Beloit base runner off third base in the season opener at the fairgrounds. Fans tried to rush the field and pick up Johnson, but he smiled and waved them back. His single won the game, the crowd gave him an ovation, and students carried him off the field. The athletic association organized a fan train for the road trip to Northwestern and Lake Forest (Illinois). Wisconsin alleged that Northwestern used three players with professional experience, in violation of conference rules. When the teams played for the championship at the fairgrounds, fans told Townley that Northwestern’s starting pitcher Wilson was actually Bert Munger, who had pitched for the Quincy Ravens of the Illinois-Iowa League. The Northwestern manager confessed that he hired Munger to fill in for his only pitcher, who had become ill. A partisan crowd of 1,500 cheered as Wisconsin built an early 3–0 lead, but Northwestern rallied to win, 5–3. Wisconsin protested, although league rules required that a written protest be filed before the teams leave the field.19 The 1893 Badger inferred that Wisconsin won the protest. League results show UW with seven victories and Evanston with zero, indicating a further investigation that found Northwestern in violation of eligibility rules, apparently forcing them to forfeit the season.20

Some heated rivalries turned violent. At Beloit, home fans threw stones at UW players, and Wisconsin won by forfeit when Beloit players left the field after an umpire ruled that a pickoff attempt failed. The stone-throwing incident led UW students to call for Beloit’s ouster from the league. The schools reconciled, and Wisconsin’s 30–7 rout of the Buccaneers set a school record for runs in a single game that stood for the history of the program. Beloit games

drew crowds years after Wisconsin joined what would become the Big Ten Conference.21

The Minnesota and Michigan baseball rivalries began in the the late nineteenth century and lasted more than one hundred years. One thousand fans saw UW edge Minnesota at the fairgrounds in May 1891. The team’s best players, outfielders W. D. Hooker and Herbert Hammond, almost missed it. They had quit the team because Townley would not reimburse them for equipment and supplies they had bought for the team. They returned to the team and Wisconsin won, 5–4.22

The Michigan series began in 1882 when both teams played as independents. Wisconsin won the Western College title in 1892, but Michigan beat UW in the opening game. In 1893 the Wolverines won the title, twice whipping Wisconsin, 15–4. A rematch opened the 1894 season and brought back the triumphal celebrations of the 1880s. One thousand fans turned out in perfect weather at the fairgrounds. The Badgers led, 11–9, in the eighth inning when the Wolverines refused to finish the game so they could catch the 5:10 train home. Afterwards, several hundred students marched to UW president Charles Kendall Adams’s residence, where he congratulated the team. That evening, four hundred students marched around the park and back to the campus “where a big jollification was held until a late hour.” The Badgers finished 10–4, but three straight losses cost them the title.23

A New League and the Rise of Faculty Control

Persistent allegations of teams using athletes with professional experience or paying them to play, the hiring of nonfaculty coaches, and the roughness of football prompted midwestern schools to form the Western Intercollegiate Amateur Athletic Association (WIAAA). On January 11, 1895, seven university presidents met at the Palmer House in Chicago to adopt rules for the new Intercollegiate Conference of Faculty Representatives (ICFR).

UW president Adams chaired a four-hour, closed-door meeting that produced new football rules to reduce violence and risk of serious injury and established four years of academic eligibility for athletes, who could not be paid or compete with or against professionals. Teams could not use players with professional experience. Each school—Wisconsin, Chicago, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Northwestern, and Purdue—appointed faculty representatives and formed athletic affairs committees to enforce the new rules.24 On February 8, 1896, the ICFR officially formed the Western Conference. Wisconsin thus began a 120-plus-year history as a member of what became the Big Ten. Throughout

its history the ICFR “was labeled popularly the ‘Big Ten’ [or ‘Big Nine’] or ‘Western Conference,’ although the original title remained the official name until the conference was incorporated in 1987.”25

Wisconsin, Chicago, Michigan, and Illinois played the first Western Conference baseball schedule in 1896. Wisconsin finished last and the university took action.26 In late May, Wisconsin hired Phil King of Princeton as football and baseball coach at a salary of $1,750 a year.27 King led the baseball Badgers to a third-place finish. Johnny Gregg, a law student and second baseman, captained the twelve-player squad. On May 10, Wisconsin won its first game over Michigan in four years. Oscar Bandelin won four straight games, working the entire 15–14 win at Michigan.28

In Wisconsin’s decisive victory in the 1898 Western Intercollegiate Amateur Athletic Association track and field championships at Chicago, sprinter James H. Maybury set two world records. Later, Michigan, Chicago, and Illinois accused Maybury and four baseball players of participating in professional events, in violation of conference rules. The so-called triple alliance refused to compete against Wisconsin in any sport “until the Madison institution shows more respect for the rules governing the Western colleges.”29 An investigation cleared Gregg, outfielder A. B. Metzler, pitcher Berthold P. “Pete” Husting, and freshman pitcher Harry Hitchcock, even though Husting had pitched Kewaunee to the Lake Shore League pennant in 1897. Michigan, Illinois, and Chicago bolted from the league, shortening the baseball season to nine games. Big Ten records exclude Wisconsin from the 1898 conference standings.30

Fans turned out for Badger baseball anyway. At Beloit, more than nine hundred fans saw a showdown between future pros Husting and Mac “Tubby” Adkins, who had played together on the “crack Waupun professional team,” along with Metzler. Some Badger fans paid $1.20 for a roundtrip train ticket. Husting beat Adkins and won three more games to give UW a 14–5 record.31 On the eve of the conference track meet, Michigan officials accused Maybury and shot-putter Henry Cochems of competing as professionals. When the WIAAA graduate committee cleared Maybury and Cochems, Illinois and Chicago organized a separate triangular meet with Michigan. The WIAAA board expelled the three schools and suspended all athletes who participated in the triangular meet from all association events.32

The war between the schools led Wisconsin baseball players to disband after the 1898 season. Three players showed up for the first baseball meeting in mid-February 1899. They called the workout cage in the Red Gym “useless for fielding purposes.” (The Armory and Gymnasium opened in 1894 to be used for military training, physical education, and indoor athletic practices).33 On March

14, the athletic council appointed Husting as baseball coach, although he had signed a contract to play for the American Association Milwaukee Brewers.

A 6–4 victory over Michigan on April 20 “caused the rooters to go into paroxysm of delight culminating in their rafter-rattling college yell.”34 Joseph W. Jackson, a local doctor’s son, pitched for UW. On the next road trip, Wisconsin renewed its rivalries with Chicago but dropped two games that started a five-game losing streak.35 On May 20, a disgusted home crowd saw sixteen Beloit hits and fifteen Wisconsin errors add up to a 28–10 embarrassment. The Milwaukee Sentinel declared, “No baseball event in years was awaited with more interest and none ever proved so great a disappointment.”36 The only win in the final eleven games was a 19–5 home finale against a Nebraska nine that had played ten games in as many days.37 As a new century dawned, Wisconsin baseball would return to glory, only to face the prospect of elimination when athletic reforms cut the football schedule and the sports budget.

Integration and a New Lineup

On January 6, 1900, the WAA considered dropping baseball from its intercollegiate sports program. A Wisconsin Alumni Magazine article said that such a move would be “a misfortune,” but that university baseball lacked the tradition, commitment, and public interest for success. “There is too much reliance upon star players, little or no team work, [and] baseball men are under no obligations to train and guard their physical condition as other athletes do.”38 The article claimed that Illinois and Chicago baseball players practiced harder and longer, played three or four years, and graduated, while UW players practiced for an hour, had “an ingrained repugnance to strict training,” and rarely played more than one year. The article recommended Phil King as UW baseball coach because he commanded respect, enforced rules, and required players to work hard at practice.39

King returned for the 1900 season. With only twenty-five candidates reporting for preseason practice, King pleaded for male students to try out. “There is as much chance now for a place on the Varsity as there ever was, if those who have ability will only turn out and work.”40 In a letter published in the March 21 Daily Cardinal, King wrote, “If Wisconsin wishes to make any showing in baseball, more material must make its appearance than it has heretofore. . . . Athletics sometimes requires a sacrifice, but every student who has the interest of the University at heart should be willing to make any sacrifice within reason. . . . Let us have at least fifty candidates respond at once. Respectfully Yours, Phil King, Athletic Director.”41


[image: Image: Coach Phil King. (UW–Madison Archives, S08625)]

King’s approach worked. The 1900 squad formed the nucleus for a championship team and included Wisconsin’s first African American athletes, pitcher Adelbert Mathews and first baseman Julian Ware, who in 1901 became the first African American captain in UW history. The Badgers opened the season routing Lawrence College, 29–5. They trounced Michigan, 7–1, wearing new regulation gray uniforms with WISCONSIN in cardinal letters across the front and gray caps with a cardinal W and visor. George Reedal, nicknamed “Riddle,” pitched a three-hitter. Adult fans paid $3 for a season ticket. Students paid $2 and got free admission to all exhibition games.

On April 27, the athletic association and students held the first-ever student-body baseball rally at Library Hall to inspire the Badgers for the Illinois game the following afternoon. Reedal, Mathews, Ware, and Earl Hensel were among those who spoke to the crowd. Administrators had little doubt that the team would respond with a victory. Despite speeches from players and administrators to rile up students and special batting practice to prepare for Illinois starter McCollum’s drops and curves, the Badgers failed to get a hit and lost, 12–0. They lost seven of their next nine games and finished second.42

Husting—a law student and career thirteen-game winner—signed with the Brewers, managed by Cornelius Alexander McGillicuddy, better known as Hall of Fame player/manager/owner Connie Mack. Husting was 4–1 with Milwaukee and made his major league debut with the Pittsburgh Pirates on August 16, 1900. In 1901 Husting was 9–15 for the Brewers in the new American

League and won fourteen games for Mack’s Philadelphia Athletics in 1902. Husting died at Milwaukee in 1948 at the age of seventy and is buried at Graceland Cemetery in Mayville, Wisconsin.43

The 1901 Badgers opened with five straight victories, including a 6–0 shutout of Michigan.44 Against Chicago, Mathews struck out ten and Ware drove in the winning run. “The crowd immediately surged on to the field and for the first time in years a jollification was held after a baseball victory,” the Daily Cardinal reported. “The players were lifted on the shoulders of the crowd and with the band in the lead, marched to the lower campus where a war dance was indulged in.”45 The band played “Hot Time in the Old Town,” a pop tune that became a fan favorite and is used as the theme of kickoffs, tip-offs, and face-offs at Badger games to this day.46

Wisconsin finished fourth in a five-team league. After the 1901 football season, King left Wisconsin to practice law in Washington, D.C., ending a six-year tenure, three as baseball coach. The athletic council accepted King’s resignation with deep regrets.47

Conference Champions

In February 1902 a special committee appointed to study baseball recommended dropping the sport. Students petitioned university officials to keep baseball and pledged financial and moral support. Athletic manager George F. Downer wrote in Wisconsin Alumni Magazine that replacing King was a peril because baseball was not popular enough to pay a coach a $1,000 yearly salary. The university hired assistant manager Oscar Bandelin at $300 a year. Bandelin promised to “play the hit-and-run game” and stock the outfield with heavy hitters. The days of nine players and a substitute were past. The roster had expanded to sixteen players, including four pitchers and backups at catcher, shortstop, and third base.48

The Badgers opened a seventeen-game schedule with the first of five games against Beloit College, which, Downer wrote, “were clearly put in because they promised good financial returns.” Nine hundred fans saw the Badgers nip the Buccaneers, 2–1, in “the prettiest game ever played on the Camp Randall [fairgrounds] diamond.”49 Mathews and Ware became the team’s stars. Mathews edged Notre Dame, 6–5, at South Bend, Ware driving in the winning run. Mathews struck out eight and drove in the winning run, and Ware had four hits in a 10–9 victory over Northwestern.50

Adelbert Richard “Dell” Mathews of Fox Lake, Wisconsin, and Julian Vivian Ware of Evansville, Indiana, were arguably the best players on the 1902 championship team. Mathews, a pre-law student and the Badger pitching ace

from 1900 to 1902, was the grandson of slaves who escaped from a plantation in Alabama and moved, in the middle of the Civil War, seven hundred miles north. The Mathews family reached Cairo, Illinois, in April 1863 and settled in Dodge County, Wisconsin, buying a home in 1865 in a thriving black community larger than the black population of Madison at the time. Ware, an electrical engineering major, played from 1900 to 1903 and captained the 1902 and 1903 teams, the first African American athlete in the conference to be so honored.51
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A controversial victory at Northwestern fueled championship aspirations and student euphoria. With catcher George Keith on third base, a wild throw went into the crowd and a spectator picked up the ball. Under the rules, a “blocked” ball—one that goes into the crowd or into a playing bench and is stopped by a player or fan—must be returned to the pitcher to end the play. In this case, the Wisconsin runners kept going, and a Northwestern fielder nailed Keith at the plate. Bandelin argued and a fight broke out among the players.

The umpire awarded Wisconsin a 9–7 victory because the ball was never returned to the pitcher. Early the next morning, two hundred students met the team’s afternoon train at the downtown depot. “The party was immediately escorted to the lower campus,” the Daily Cardinal reported, for a celebration that continued “until an early-morning hour.”52

Wisconsin (5–0, 11–6 overall) defeated Chicago in the conference finale. Third baseman Frank Bray—later a school administrator in Sparta, Wisconsin, who has a UW scholarship in his name—stole home to tie the score. The toughest customers were road warriors. West Virginia and Knox College (Illinois) whipped the Badgers, and Albert G. Spalding’s world-touring all-stars won, 5–2.53

Mathews did not return for a fourth season. He moved to Chicago and played two seasons in the Negro Leagues for the Union Giants and Leland Giants (named for manager Frank Leland who had scouted Mathews) in 1904 and 1905.54 Ware returned as captain in 1903, a season that had administrators talking again about dropping baseball.

A Riot and a Boycott

Three days after the 1903 baseball season opened, the Board of Regents elected Dr. Charles R. Van Hise as the new UW president. Van Hise sought to implement the Wisconsin Idea—making the university widely known in academic and cultural circles on a national and global scale. He also believed that athletics benefited students and alumni—provided it did not detract from the university’s academic and research missions. He would play a key role in supporting the baseball program and its 1909 trip to Japan.55

The Badgers opened the 1903 season with six losses, the fifth one a forfeit at Illinois after the umpire ruled that they did not take the field within two minutes after being told to do so. Wisconsin players claimed the umpire never told them to take the field. A riot ensued, and Illinois fans stole Wisconsin equipment and assaulted Badger players. Illinois coach George Huff—also the school’s football coach and athletic director—refused to pay Wisconsin its share of the gate receipts. The incident threatened to end athletic relations between the schools.

After a loss to Chicago, the Madison Democrat reported that UW faculty would meet to consider dropping baseball as an intercollegiate sport. The newspaper cited a lack of baseball talent and unfavorable weather as justifications. The Badgers sloshed their way to a lopsided victory over Northwestern on a field described as a fish pond, but lost to Illinois, 4–0.56 Four players missed the team train to Champaign for a rematch in an apparent boycott, though Bray

and another player stayed home to take exams. Ware resigned as captain and quit the team. Milo Muckelstone captained a shorthanded team that lost to the Illini, 15–2. The Badgers beat Northwestern to avoid a last-place finish.57

Ware later wrote that the 1903 team never reached its potential because of hard luck and the Illinois incident. He said the forfeited game should have been played and that biased reporting “nearly raised havoc with the friendly relations of two great universities.”58

“Bemis” and “Sy”

In December 1903 the athletic department hired former catcher and 1901 captain Elmer “Bemis” Pierce as baseball coach. Pierce asked for his release from a professional baseball contract with St. Paul of the Western Association to take the job. Afternoon practices began the first week of March for thirty hopefuls, including pitchers and catchers.

The 1904 Badgers won six of their first seven games and tied Illinois for first place. William “Sy” Young had two victories with double-digit strikeouts and shut out Michigan. Plans for a showdown on Jubilee Weekend—a fiftieth anniversary celebration of the University of Wisconsin’s first graduating class—conflicted with Illinois’s schedule. Instead, the varsity beat the alumni, 6–1. George Waldo, Johnny Gregg, “Pete” Husting, John Harvey, Eddie Cochems, and Milo Mucklestone played for the alumni. Illinois won the conference, defeating Chicago, 13–4.59

Despite the 1902 conference title and Pierce’s successful debut, baseball continued to lose at the gate. In December 1905 Professor R. M. Bashford noted in a speech to the Six O’Clock Club that baseball had accumulated a $1,500 deficit from 1900 through 1904, adding that the “football department” was the only one able to turn a profit.60

Professionalism remained a target of Bashford and other Western Conference faculty representatives. In June 1904 they voted to prohibit college athletes from playing summer baseball, whether they were paid or not.61 Over the next two years, a faculty war against professional influences threatened the future of intercollegiate football and the stability of Western Conference athletics.
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Step Up to the Plate

1905–1916

Political Football and the Lost Season

In December 1904 the University of Wisconsin Alumni Club of Chicago recommended the creation of an athletic governing board with faculty, alumni, and student representatives. Coaches would be required to serve on the faculty, and freshmen were not eligible for athletic competition. A graduate manager, or athletic director, would be in charge of business affairs and have no coaching duties. The goal was to halt professional threats to amateur standing in intercollegiate athletics.

The first Wisconsin athletic board had sixteen members—three faculty, three alumni (one each from the Madison, Milwaukee, and Chicago alumni clubs), and ten students. The Board of Regents would hire the athletic director based on the university president’s recommendation. Speaking to Milwaukee alumni, Van Hise cited a “deep-rooted evil” in electing new board members and students choosing inexperienced managers. Alumni believed that more faculty control would solve administrative and financial problems.1

Pierce returned as baseball coach in 1904. Despite an injury to “Sy” Young, Wisconsin remained competitive and continued to draw fans. One thousand fans saw Illinois blank the Badgers, and fifteen hundred saw UW spoil Michigan’s 11–0 record at Ann Arbor.2 A crowd of two thousand at Illinois saw Wisconsin win, 2–1, when Illinois right fielder and future major leaguer Ray Demmitt caught a fly ball that he thought ended the sixth inning. John Hoelz scored from third with the winning run.

When Young returned from injury, the Badgers won four straight games. In the Illinois rematch, Alwin Cummings lost, 1–0, on one hit—Claude Rothgeb’s line-drive home run into Camp Randall’s right field bleachers in the

second inning. Wisconsin finished 8–8 and looked forward to next season. Unfortunately, finances would result in an unpleasant surprise.

The Fight over Football

In 1905 football produced 80 percent of Wisconsin athletic revenues, most of that from the Chicago and Minnesota games. Concern over the hyperenthusiasm of students over the “big” games between Wisconsin and rivals Michigan, Chicago, and Minnesota threatened the future of Western Conference football. Professor T. S. Adams, chair of the UW athletic council and Western Conference faculty representative, favored a shift from one dominant sport to more athletic teams in every class and college of the university. “It probably means the sacrifice of our standing in intercollegiate athletics for a short time,” Adams said, “but in the end [Wisconsin] will have a better-developed, athletically inclined student body, from which strong varsity material can be drawn.”3

In 1905 Collier’s published UW graduate Edward S. “Ned” Jordan’s four-part series titled “Buying Football Victories,” which described players receiving pay, college credit, or summer jobs for playing football and coaches getting bonuses for victories and using scholarship funds for recruiting. Jordan wrote that Wisconsin center Dick Remp was paid $500 to return to school after the university expelled him for poor grades and refusal to pay his training-table bill. Van Hise had stated that Remp should never be allowed to enter college again, but Jordan replied that the university readmitted him, paid his board, arranged for special examinations, and declared him in good standing before the football season ended. In 1903 UW assistant coach Arthur Curtis, a former baseball player, apparently received money from Madison business owners to recruit football players. According to Jordan, Badger athlete George R. Keachie received $4,450 for selling football programs, moving a grandstand, and improving Camp Randall field, reportedly ruining the field and selling the dirt at a profit.4

“Football is a business,” Jordan concluded, “highly organized and calculated to derive enormous profits through furnishing spectacular entertainment to the general public. Victory on the gridiron is the aim of the nine colleges of the Intercollegiate Conference Athletic Association.”5 In January 1906 the UW athletic council called for Western Association members to join in a “public condemnation of the evils associated with football at the present time; and a protest against the undue emphasis on competitive athletics as compared with the fundamental purpose of a university.” Professor Frederick Jackson Turner, author of “The Frontier Thesis” (in The Frontier in American History,

1893), represented Wisconsin at the conference meeting in Chicago. Despite student opposition, the conference committee voted to suspend football for two years, required coaches to teach classes, limited athletic eligibility to three years, established equal revenue sharing among conference schools, and capped ticket prices.

The decision threatened baseball for 1906. “We have secured Elmer B. Pierce to coach the nine this year,” said athletic manager George F. Downer, “but if football is abolished it will be impossible to secure funds with which to carry on the game.” Even though students started paying a $1 athletic tax, Downer doubted baseball would be funded without football.

In March, Pierce welcomed forty baseball players—including five returnees—to workouts on the third floor of the Red Gym. Two weeks later, Pierce quit and rejoined St. Paul of the Western Association.6 In April, Van Hise met with the student athletic committee prior to a mass meeting on football at Library Hall, which attracted more than a thousand students. The student body opposed the two-year suspension because other sports depended on football revenues for financial support. On April 5, the athletic council approved a one-year suspension, citing “pronounced excesses” and “greatest temptations to professionalism” associated with the “big” football games.7

Interclass Baseball

In 1906 Professor Adams got his wish. Interclass baseball teams represented the law school and the colleges of engineering, agriculture, and commerce, literary societies, and boarding houses. The Daily Cardinal published schedules, game accounts, and standings. Interclass baseball had coexisted with the varsity game since the 1880s, playing before enthusiastic crowds and producing UW’s first major league player. George Davies, a Portage native, played two interclass seasons so he could play summer baseball for the Milwaukee Creams. He pitched three major league seasons, earned a medical degree from Illinois, and practiced in Waterloo, Wisconsin, before taking his own life at age thirty-eight.8

A Wisconsin Alumni Magazine editorial called interclass baseball “the real college sport—clean, healthful and enjoyable—without thought of laurel wreaths or dollar marks.”9 The Senior Laws won the interclass title with a 7–1 record, losing only to the School of Commerce. William E. Wagener, captain and pitcher for the champions, disagreed with claims that university baseball was stronger than ever and that the lack of a varsity team had not hurt the sport. “The Class teams are all right in their way and I would be the last to deny that fact,” the Sturgeon Bay native wrote in the 1908 Badger, “but Wisconsin

needs the higher incentive of a Varsity team in baseball just as she needs the higher incentive of a scholarship in educational branches. What the scholarship is to the student the Varsity is to the athlete.”10

Varsity baseball returned in 1907 under C. P. Hutchins, who had guided the football team to a 5–0 record. Of the fifty players reporting for baseball, only one had intercollegiate experience. “Strong competition was displayed for every place, and no man had a sure thing,” wrote captain Charles “Dug” Knight in the 1909 Badger. “With a strange coach and new men, defeat seemed almost certain.”11

Seven hundred fans turned out at Camp Randall Stadium on April 20, 1907, for varsity baseball’s return. Knight allowed one hit but lost to Northwestern, 3–1. Harlan B. “Biddy” Rogers, star footballer, played center field. The Badgers won their first game in two years, 6–1, at Purdue.12 The team struggled with misfortune in midseason but finished strong. Knight struck out a combined twenty-three batters in two games but lost both. Second baseman Whitmore signed with the Madison Colts of the Wisconsin State League. Hutchins resigned as coach and returned to the physical education department before the season ended. John F. Haussmann, a German instructor, won the last three games as interim coach. In a win at Beloit, shortstop Julius Kaulfuss got a home run when his drive over first base landed fair and bounced into the grandstand.13 At season’s end, Knight graduated and later became dean of the University of Nevada–Reno.14

The year 1907 marked the beginning of women’s baseball, which had a thirty-year run as part of the Women’s Athletic Association. In the 1920s, female athletes played outdoor and indoor baseball, the weatherproof games inside the Red Gym. A number of the women played multiple sports, including basketball, field hockey, tennis, swimming, archery, and bowling.15

Barry’s Boys

Former Michigan football and baseball player Tom Barry coached both sports at Wisconsin for the next three seasons. (Barry left Michigan when it was learned he had played professional baseball under the name of Tom Bird.) Barry had multisport athletes on both baseball and football squads. Harlan Rogers returned as starting center fielder after completing his second basketball season that winter and served as Barry’s left end and captain of the 1908 football squad.

Born December 9, 1886, in Portage, Rogers was a good high school athlete but was not yet considered the humble leader he became at Wisconsin. “He is

not a brilliant player,” the 1908 football summary noted in the 1910 Badger, “but is full of consistency and coolness in emergencies.”16 Rogers was described as “willing to work, enter into the work with the proper spirit, keep his eye on the ball, is always after it, and is willing to sacrifice personal glory for the benefit of the team as a whole.”17 His father, Josiah H. Rogers, practiced law and served as Columbia County district attorney, city attorney, and, in 1887, mayor of Portage. Harlan joined his father in the law firm after his graduation in 1909. Robert Daly, who is married to Rogers’s granddaughter Christine, said of Harlan’s legal skills, “His integrity was above reproach.”18 A nine-letter athlete at UW—three in each sport he played—“Biddy” Rogers is a charter member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame. The Harlan B. Rogers Scholarship, a $5,000 endowment awarded to student athletes, bears his name.19
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John Messmer, a Milwaukee native, captained the 1907 football team and built a reputation for flying downfield to cover kicks and for exhorting his teammates. With Wisconsin trailing 5–0 at halftime at Iowa in 1907, he told them,

“There are no quitters at Wisconsin.” Rogers recovered a kick for the winning touchdown.20 Messmer served as athletic board chairman in 1908 and won two straight Western Conference discus titles. That fall, Messmer earned all-conference and second-team Collier’s all-America honors as an offensive guard.21 Messmer received a bachelor’s of science degree and was the superintendent of construction for R. Messmer and Bros. in Milwaukee.22

The 1908 baseball team had eleven letter-winners among thirteen players but had a losing record. One thousand fans jammed the Camp Randall Stadium grandstand for the April 17 opener, a 13–3 loss to Illinois. The next day, Northwestern nipped UW, 2–1, when Rogers’s home run bid was denied in the bottom of the ninth inning when an outfielder seated in the front row of the bleachers caught the drive. The Madison Democrat correspondent blamed the groundskeeper for not putting a wire or rope in front of the bleachers.23

Before the next game, Wisconsin lost Kaulfuss because of poor grades and Messmer temporarily quit the team.24 After an extra-inning victory at Purdue, Messmer left immediately to throw the discus at Camp Randall on Illinois Day. (Wisconsin had a tradition of hosting a baseball game and track meet with the same school on a Saturday and named the event after the visiting school.) In the baseball game that followed the track meet, Charles “Peck” Nash lost, 9–3, and the usual thousand fans turned out for a victory over Minnesota that ended a 3–7 season.25

The 1909 squad lost its first five games but rallied to finish 4–8. Knight struck out thirty batters in his last two starts and pitched all fourteen innings in a loss to Purdue. “The season demonstrated that more veteran players are needed for a championship team,” Knight wrote.26

“To Japan with the Ball Team”

In the fall of 1909 Wisconsin baseball players made the longest trip ever taken by college athletes—seven thousand miles—and played nine games against teams from Keio and Waseda Universities in Japan between September 22 and October 12. Wisconsin faculty, alumni, private donors, and Keio University provided financial backing. Dr. Charles McCarthy—a 1901 UW doctoral graduate and author of The Wisconsin Idea (1912)—coached the team because Tom Barry had to stay home to coach the football squad. Genkwan Shibata—a UW School of Commerce student and a native of Toyama, Japan—served as business manager. Edwin C. Jones—a 1907 graduate from Portage—served as official reporter.27 The sixteen-member troupe, including thirteen players, started a month-long journey on August 20 with a two-day Great Northern

railroad trip from Madison to St. Paul, Minnesota. On August 22 the troupe boarded a Great Northern train to Seattle, and on August 31 they boarded the steamship Aki Maru for a sixteen-day voyage to Port Yokohama en route to Tokyo. Twenty-eight days, nine baseball games, and countless banquets and receptions later, the group returned to the mainland as heroes at a campus celebration on November 1.28

In their book Baseball: The People’s Game, Harold Seymour and Dorothy Seymour-Mills credit Keio University professor Masao Matsuoka, a 1907 UW master’s graduate in political science, with sending an invitation to Shibata to organize the trip. According to the Japan Times, Wisconsin received an 8,000 yen ($4,000) guarantee for expenses and paid half of all expenses above that amount. Matsuoka wrote Shibata for the words of the Wisconsin yell, the words and music of “On, Wisconsin!,” and for five hundred cardinal-colored armbands for Japanese students to wear during the games to represent Wisconsin fans. The Daily Cardinal called the trip “the greatest proposition that has ever been offered to a Wisconsin team.”29

The American president William Howard Taft wrote to the American ambassador to Japan, Thomas J. O’Brien, “I am glad such a trip is to be undertaken, as it cannot be but of advantage to the universities in the encouragement of manly sports and athletics, and will lead to a better understanding between the universities of the two countries.”30

UW president Charles Van Hise wrote to Takahira Kogoro, the Imperial Japanese ambassador, “I shall greatly appreciate any courtesies or considerations within your power which you may be able to extend to the team while in Japan which may add to the usefulness and pleasures of their visit there.” McCarthy warned that “there must be no trouble, and the men must leave for home having all the Japanese proud of them as gentlemen and students.” The Badgers were expected to catch up on all school assignments when they returned.31

Outfielder David Joseph Flanagan later reported that the Japanese were much more excited about the Wisconsin visit than the Americans were. “As soon as the Wisconsin faculty sanctioned the trip, the Keio boys were hurried off to a cool, quiet place in Northern Japan to spend the summer in practice. Each day they spent six hours in practice, and when it came time for the first game they were in the best of physical condition.” Hochi, Tokyo’s leading daily newspaper, sent a wireless greeting to the Wisconsin team. Reporters mobbed the Badgers at Yeddo Bay. Pictures of the team, Dr. McCarthy, President Van Hise, and the university campus were “printed throughout the empire in daily papers, magazines and on post cards.”32


The Badgers gathered at the Merchants Hotel in St. Paul the evening of August 21. “It was a jolly bunch and all seemed to be in the best of spirits,” wrote junior shortstop Oswald Lupinski of Milwaukee in the Wisconsin Engineer. “Happy they might be for on the morrow they would start for Japan on what was destined to be the longest trip ever undertaken by any athletic team of any sort.”33

The next morning, the team boarded the Oriental Limited of the Great Northern Railroad. The train sped across Minnesota, North Dakota, Montana, and the Rockies, arriving in Seattle at 8:15 the evening of August 24. “We were surprised to be welcomed with a ‘U Rah Rah Wisconsin,’ given in true Varsity style, as we entered the magnificent depot, situated 1,830 miles from Madison,” Lupinski wrote. “It was an example of never die Wisconsin spirit, with which our Western Alumnus is filled to overflowing.”34

The Badgers practiced for a week in Seattle but canceled exhibition games with the University of Washington (their team had traveled to Japan in 1908) because the Huskies could not organize their team. Instead, Wisconsin lost games to the Tacoma city champion and to Port Ludlow.35 After enjoying the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition, the Badgers left for Japan on August 31 aboard the Aki Maru of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha Line, “a spacious steamer about 462 feet long, 55 feet wide, [with a] crew of about 85 men.” The Japanese steamship liner carried a few American missionaries and “80 seal poachers who had been captured in American waters near Alaska.” Some players got seasick and disliked the Oriental food served on the voyage. Shibata explained that they were regular French meals, and that “pottage” was soup, and “yaki imo,” sweet potatoes. “Oh, how we did tire of those French meals,” Lupinski wrote.36

Averaging 288 miles a day, the Aki Maru docked at the Port of Yokohama on September 16. After passing inspection at the customs house, the Badgers got their first jinrickshaw ride. “The jinricky men whirled us through narrow streets lined with fancy looking shops and stores, past native gatherings of women and children, finally depositing us at the railroad depot,” Lupinski reported. The ride cost a half-cent in U.S. money for a two-and-a-half-mile, twenty-minute trip. The sea-lagged squad finally arrived at the Tokyo Hotel on top of Atago Hill after a twenty-mile ride in a private car, wondering, in Lupinski’s words, “What in the world has happened to us?”37

Between five hundred and six hundred Keio students greeted the Badgers at the Yokohama pier and let out a Wisconsin yell in broken English. “The most of them had never seen an American student before, and we appeared just as extraordinary to them as they did to us,” wrote Flanagan, who marveled

that Japanese culture was so contrary to that of Western society. “The floor serves them as chair, table and bed,” Flanagan noted. “To [journey] seven thousand miles and play at our own favorite game was indeed a novelty.”38 A tour of the Tokyo business district revealed small, low-frame buildings crowded together along narrow streets with floors a foot or so above ground and covered with thick matting. “Spread out upon the floor or on little wooden shelves are the goods for sale,” Lupinski wrote. “The shopkeeper or merchant sits on his feet upon the floor and greets you with a bow and words of welcome, but makes no attempt to effect a sale, until you ask for some article.” McCarthy observed workmen kneeling on the floor, making “curious and beautiful” articles.39

Dining out was another cultural adjustment. “You sit on your feet on the floor, and at meal time a small lacquer tray is placed before you,” Lupinski wrote. “Chop sticks take the place of knives, forks and spoons, and it is not considered bad form to make a loud smacking noise while eating or drinking. Soup, rice, vegetables, and fish generally constitute the meal, while the principal beverages are tea and sake[,] . . . an alcoholic liquor, brewed from rice, and taken hot. Tea is served without sugar or cream, not only at meals, but just about all the time.”40

Rain delayed the long-awaited baseball series until September 22 at Keio, the Japanese national champion. Organizers sold advance tickets at four price levels—special, one yen (fifty cents); first class, sixty sen (thirty cents), second class, forty sen (twenty cents), and third class, twenty sen (ten cents). Two hundred first-class tickets sold for ten days prior to the first game at a 20 percent discount. An estimated ten to twelve thousand fans—some of whom walked six to eight miles—paid the equivalent of twenty cents for admission to a huge amphitheater. Michael Timbers, a first baseman from Mauston who served two years on the UW athletic council, estimated crowds of nearly twenty thousand for most games. Flanagan recalled entering a hedge-encased ballpark through a large evergreen arch decorated with American and Japanese flags. “But as we stepped through the gate, we were amazed—sitting there before us, grave and silent as a multitude in a church, was a crowd of twenty-five thousand Japanese ‘fans.’ They surrounded the field, mostly men wearing gaiters and loose kimonos with their brown legs exposed. They applauded and then sat quietly.” How different this was from American crowds, Flanagan thought, where deafening noise is part of the game.41

In the inaugural game, Keio edged Wisconsin, 3–2, in eleven innings. The Badgers lost the next meeting by the same score in nineteen innings, the longest game in Japan anyone could recall. UW pitcher Douglas S. Knight, a senior from Bayfield, and Keio’s Sugase pitched the entire game and struck out sixteen

batters each. Local reporters gave a Saturday earthquake credit for good baseball weather.42
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Players later said that umpire Nakano’s misinterpretation of rules cost Wisconsin a victory. Reporters complimented the Wisconsin players for treating the umpire with courtesy and showing good sportsmanship. The Badgers admonished fans for chatting too loudly and distracting batters. “[The] fellows fought with the old and true Wisconsin spirit,” wrote Timbers, “so that all the papers, as well as the people, were loud in their praise of both the athletic ability as well as the gentlemanly conduct of our team throughout their entire stay.” Timbers noted baseball was now Japan’s national game and that Keio and Waseda were the best teams. While Wisconsin was a better hitting team, Japanese infielders impressed the Badgers. “Their throwing was perfect and on the bases they were very active and fast,” Flanagan wrote. “They surprised us with their knowledge of baseball, knowing all the little tricks of the game, even the squeeze play and the delayed throw.” The Badgers’ on-field chatter shocked Japanese fans. “They hissed us because it was a custom of theirs to carry on all contests in silence and we had broken it,” Flanagan wrote. “We kept on with the talk, however, and before the series was over they paid no attention to it, and even sanctioned it on the part of their own boys, who picked it up very readily.”43

The Badgers built a special rapport with Keio students. They sat on the floor and talked with them, though the language barrier made conversations

difficult. Students took the players on a tour of Tokyo and sang native songs at the team hotel. “In turn we went to the university and sang ‘America,’ ‘Wisconsin Toast’ and others,” wrote Flanagan. McCarthy, the first chief of the Wisconsin Legislative Reference Bureau, delivered lectures at the Keio campus on lawmaking in America and lectured to members of the Transportation Department.44

Wisconsin won its first game on September 28, thumping the Tokyo Americans, 10–0. The next day, under a threatening midafternoon sky, they defeated the Tokyo Japanese, 8–7. Jefferson Simpson, a junior infielder from Shullsburg, and third baseman Arthur Pergande of Cedarburg scored the winning runs in the bottom of the eighth inning. On October 2, Wisconsin defeated Waseda, 7–4, but lost to Keio two days later, 5–4. Once again, the teams and Japanese reporters believed that umpire Nakano’s calls cost Wisconsin victory.45

Before the next game, Yokohama miteci (mayor) Witsahashi gave a banquet in the Badgers’ honor at the Chitose Ro, regarded as the finest teahouse in Yokohama. The luncheon menu included soup, chestnuts, yaki imo, noodles, baked fish, rice, and various fruits—all eaten using chopsticks. Geisha girls entertained on stage. Following the meal, Witsahashi told his visitors, “We thank you for coming to play baseball in our country, for showing us how to improve our own play, for your hearty good fellowship, but perhaps above all we keenly appreciate the thoroughly gentlemanly manner in which you accept the decisions of the umpire. This is indeed a lesson which all baseball players need to learn, which you yourselves seem to have learned most thoroughly, and in which we desire to follow your example.”46

Nash shut out Waseda the next day, 5–0, but Waseda won the rematch, 3–0. Before the final game of the tour, the Badger delegation traveled by train to Nikko, a city on a hill sixty miles from Tokyo. “Coaches and locomotives are patterned after the English style,” observed Lupinski, a 1910 graduate and civil engineering major. “The gauge is narrower than the American standard, being 3 feet 6 inches, and the coaches and locomotives are built accordingly.” Train fare cost one sen (one-half cent) per mile for third class, two sen for second class, and three sen for first class. Regular trains traveled at twenty to twenty-five miles per hour, express trains at thirty-five miles an hour. Along the route, the players saw the Avenue of Pines, “magnificent pine trees rising upward straight as an arrow for a distance of one hundred and seventy-five feet.” The tree-lined roadway led to a sacred temple, a five-story pagoda one hundred feet high “with sloping, gilded roofs, its quaint and beautiful carvings, and its large gold images.” The graves of two Shoguns (former rulers) were on a hill behind one of the main buildings.47
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Lupinski noted that Japanese citizens lived the simple lifestyles of a much older civilization than the United States. Mechanics earned between twenty-five and fifty cents a day, and carpenters thirty-two-and-a-half cents a day. Street car conductors, motormen, and common workers made six dollars a month. “With rice, barley, sweet potatoes, fish, vegetables, eggs, and tea in abundance the Japanese can subsist on very little and very cheap.”48

On October 12, the Badgers finally defeated Keio, 8–0. The Japan Times reported: “The last match between Keio and Wisconsin was played under an overcast sky and on slippery ground as has but too often been the case during the American team’s stay in this country. Both teams went to play in a hearty manner as at their first match, and with the greater friendliness born of their closer knowledge of each other’s ability and character. . . . The Wisconsins made six hits, Rogers hitting a three-base hit, which flurried the Keio for the time and Simpson made a two-base hit. Here the score stood at 7–0. In the fifth innings, no run was earned by the Keio but Wisconsin added to their glory with another run.”49

That night, Keio alumni hosted a banquet in Wisconsin’s honor at Tokyo’s Kojunsha Club. Guests included the Waseda team, Tokyo businessmen, and

newspaper representatives. Keio university president Kamada gave a farewell address in English, and McCarthy responded. Professor Tagasuki spoke on behalf of Waseda University and umpire Nakano thanked members of the three teams for the courtesies shown him during the tour. Matsuoka wrote to UW professor Max C. Otto, “All Japanese have heartily welcomed them and have appreciated their gentleman-like spirit.”50

The next day, the Keio and Waseda teams, officials from both universities, umpire Nakano, and a score of newspaper representatives gave the Badgers a rousing sendoff. “As the steamer Tango Maru moved away from the dock,” Lupinski reported, “we gave nine ’rahs for Japan, Keio and Waseda. Then amid the exchange of final farewells our dear Japanese friends began to grow smaller and smaller in the distance, and with the varsity toast on our lips, we turned our heads toward the good old Badger state, seven thousand miles away.”51

Flanagan confessed that the Badgers had a “certain fascination about these people that appealed to us. We wanted to stay and study and learn them better. They asked us to remain another month, but this we could not do, because we had to return to our school work.”52 After receiving floral wreaths as tokens of friendship, the players’ steamer started down the bay. They could hear the strains of “America” come to them over the water as it was sung to them by a thousand Japanese students standing on the pier.

“Our month’s visit in the ‘Flowery Kingdom’ will remain one of the great events of our lives,” recalled Timbers, “and we cannot praise too highly the splendid treatment accorded us on every hand.” Meanwhile the New York Times reported on October 25, 1909, that the interest generated in Wisconsin baseball led to a discussion of forming a national league in Japan and “an increase in the number of international games.”53

The Badgers returned to Seattle on October 29 and arrived in Madison on October 31. The next night, they received a heroes’ welcome at the Red Gym Armory. A banner Dr. McCarthy received from Keio University proclaimed, “A Hundred Thousand Welcomes to Wisconsin,” written in McCarthy’s native Irish tongue. Attorney General Frank L. Gilbert presided over the meeting. Those seated on the stage included McCarthy, university president Charles Van Hise, Professor Paul S. Reinsch, Secretary of State J. A. Frear, faculty members, and “other prominent university enthusiasts.”54

“It is with great pleasure that I formally welcome home our boys,” Van Hise said. “The class room and laboratory is not all of the university education; that the faculty unanimously voted to send the nine on this trip plainly proves that to be its view. I am glad to welcome home our boys as representative of Wisconsin; representatives of our spirit and feeling; representatives of the warm

friendship this people have toward Japan.” Genkwan Shibata, the Japanese student who accompanied the team as their business agent, said that Wisconsin proved that the true American gentleman would win and that Wisconsin was the “most popular university in the minds of the Japanese people.” Crediting Van Hise for the trip’s success, Frear concluded, “It remained for Wisconsin to reach over and unlock the door of social fraternity with Japan in a manner never before equaled.”55 In a December 1909 Wisconsin Alumni Magazine article, McCarthy said, “There is not an alumnus of Wisconsin who would not have felt the thrill of pride if they could have seen our boys in Japan. . . . Our consul-general at Yokohama assured me that no event in recent years had contributed to the friendliness of Japan and America more than the visit of these Wisconsin boys.”56

The Japan trip motivated several players to write their senior theses on U.S.–Japanese relations. Nash, a commerce major, wrote “Commercial Relations Between the United States and Japan, with Special Reference to the Industrial Conditions in Japan.” Simpson, a 1913 UW law school graduate, explored “The United States Consul in Japan and China.” Ever the civil engineer, Lupinski covered “Tests on Footings for Reinforced Concrete Columns.” Flanagan and Timbers graduated with liberal arts degrees in 1911. Flanagan taught in the Minneapolis school system; Timbers became a postmaster in Mauston, Wisconsin.57

Wisconsin did not win a conference championship the next two seasons. The Badgers posted a 4–5 record in 1910. Coach John Richards, former UW football star and 1896 graduate, took over in 1911 but lost seven of ten league games.58 The excitement came when Wisconsin welcomed the Waseda University team to Madison at the end of May for a three-game series. The university suspended classes at 3:30 p.m. in anticipation of Waseda’s arrival and to prepare a welcoming banquet. State officials, university faculty, athletic board members, and Madison business owners gathered at the Woman’s Club near campus. Reinsch said that the baseball visits aided diplomatic relations. Van Hise said they helped break down barriers between countries of the world, adding that color or race should be disregarded in judging the relative progress of nations. Governor Francis McGovern said that baseball was evidence of Japan acquiring the civilization of America and connected Japan’s perfection of baseball with its successful adaptation to modern methods. Professor Tagasuki appreciated the cordial reception and called the experience “profitable” for Japanese students.59

Grell’s three-hit shutout won the opener, 8–0. Elmer Hughes hit Wisconsin’s only home run of the season. “The contest was marked by splendid spirit,” the Madison Democrat reported, “and no differences arose during the entire contest.” After the game, the Waseda team formed a circle and did a Wisconsin cheer.

“Wisconsin has good team,” captain Mutanda said. “They hit, walk and field perfectly. That is why you won. We are not so accomplished on the field. However, we hope to be able to win the game on Wednesday.” Flanagan said, “The Waseda players have the spirit of true sportsmen, and we are glad to be able to play with them.” Wisconsin won the next game, 3–2, though Waseda ended Grell’s twenty-two-inning scoreless streak. Of the more than six hundred rooters on hand, most cheered for Waseda, the Democrat reported, “and every close decision against them brought forth alarms of protest.”60 Shortly before 6 p.m., the visitors boarded a Northwestern train bound for Champaign where they would play Illinois.
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Wisconsin rallied to beat Minnesota, 11–8, in the conference finale and returned home to play Keio University, the Japanese national champions on a tour that took them to Illinois, Yale, and Harvard. On June 7, Keio beat the Badgers, 4–2. That night, the university hosted a banquet in Keio’s honor at Lathrop Hall. The Keio players received Wisconsin watch-fob medals. Attendees included state officials, university faculty, and former Badger pitcher Douglas Knight, who pitched against Keio in 1909.61

Three Teams, Three Champions

In 1912 Dr. Walter E. Meanwell’s cagers rocked the Red Gym with an 11–1 Big Nine men’s basketball record and a Helms Foundation national championship.62 Bill Juneau’s football team had a 7–0 record with four shutouts.

Nine Badgers won all-conference honors, including three baseball players—tackle Ed Samp, halfback John “Keckie” Moll, and quarterback-kicker Eddie Gillette.63

[image: Image: John “Keckie” Moll, 1912 captain. (UW–Madison Archives, S06644)]

Head coach “Big John” Richards and assistant Gordon “Slim” Lewis, a former UW pitcher, led the Badgers to the Big Nine baseball title with Gillette in the outfield and pitchers John “Jack” Savage, Walter “Wallie” Grell, Watson Wheeler, and Samp. Moll captained the squad that finished 7–1 (.875), ahead of second-place Illinois 11–2 (.845), who dealt the Badgers their only loss.

For the first time, the team traveled south for a spring trip. On March 29, fourteen players, two coaches, and two correspondents left Madison on a six-game journey for Columbia, Missouri, via Chicago, in a private railroad car. Wisconsin opened at Missouri with a 3–3 tie in a game called on account of darkness. The Badgers lost the five remaining games, three to Arkansas, but got the necessary preparation for a championship season.64

Wisconsin routed the Chicago Maroons, 14–4, in the season opener played in an April snowstorm at Camp Randall Stadium. The Badgers won their next three games but did not travel to Minnesota, which had only five eligible players. Instead, first baseman Kendall Bragg’s tenth-inning single defeated an all-star team from the College of Hawaii.65 Before the first Illinois game, Grell injured

his shoulder during a workout. Savage started and Illinois won, 11–1. Center fielder Francis “Dode” Boutin wrote later that the loss “seemed to take the heart out of the team.” The heart returned when Wheeler blanked Purdue, 1–0, in the home finale and Grell clinched the title at Illinois, 7–2.66

[image: Image: The 1912 champions. (UW Athletic Communications)]

Captain-elect Boutin believed the southern trip and the Red Gym annex practice facility made the difference. “In the past, both Illinois and Purdue had a shade over the Badgers in their ability to get out earlier in the spring, due to the customary late winters here, and this early start made possible their consistent winning,” he wrote in the 1914 Badger. “For the first time in years [our] team was given every advantage possible, and the results are now too well known to require further comment.”67

Eddie Gillette coached at Louisville Manual Training School in 1913 and became head football coach at Batavia (Illinois) High School the following year. While an assistant engineer for the Aurora, Elgin, and Chicago Railroad, Gillette reportedly negotiated with manager Joe Tinker in 1915 to sign with the Federal League Chicago Whales, who played at brand-new Wrigley Field. John Moll, 1913 captain-elect, died unexpectedly on December 26, 1912.68


Coaching Carousel and Title Drought

Wisconsin would not win another conference baseball championship for the next eighteen seasons. Five coaches took turns at trying to bring another title to Camp Randall. The athletic council recruited Bill Juneau from Marquette and kept Gordon Lewis as his assistant. An 8–4 victory over Illinois drew more than fifteen hundred spectators to Camp Randall Stadium, the largest home crowd of the 1913 season. Third baseman Ernest “Gummy” Hoppert, a .450 hitter for the season, had four hits. The band played “Varsity” at the start of the third inning, and the umpire Wainwright called plays “with a voice like a cross between a buzz-saw and a fog horn.” A skeptical Juneau said afterwards, “Well, we got away with it all right. Now if we can beat the freshmen we will have some team yet.” Illinois won the rematch at Champaign, 9–0, and the Badgers finished seventh in a nine-team league.69

Lewis became head coach in 1914 and found a pitcher in sophomore left-hander E. J. Neuenschwander. “Lefty” struck out eleven Indiana Hoosiers in the season opener. By now, rivalry games in the Western Conference drew huge crowds. Neuenschwander’s 2–1 loss to Badger nemesis William Woodward “Red” Gunkel drew two thousand to the new Camp Randall diamond. Another large home crowd saw the showdown between Neuenschwander and Paul “Shorty” Des Jardien, the 6′4″, 230-lb. all-conference football and basketball star who had won at Illinois before six thousand fans. The Badgers won, 4–3, on Hoppert’s tenth-inning single that was “so far into left field that [Earl] Liddle scored the winning run in a dog trot.” Neuenschwander also handed champion Illinois its only conference loss.70

Wisconsin’s 1915 home conference opener against Ohio State brought three thousand students, more than two hundred state officials, and the varsity band to Camp Randall diamond. The newly elected governor Edmund L. Philipp, state officials, and lawmakers rode in an automobile parade from the Capitol Square to the ball field. At that time, automobiles were a fairly new form of transportation, some costing $1,500, more than double the average annual family income, and this lent a special dimension to the parade itself. The crowd cheered when Phillipp threw out the first ball, then settled back to watch a delightful 14–1 slaughter. The game was called after the Buckeyes batted in the seventh so they could catch a train.71 Sackerson’s 1–0 shutout of Purdue put the Badgers in first place but they dropped two straight games to Illinois. Another duel with Des Jardien drew more than four thousand to Chicago’s Stagg Field and Wisconsin pulled a 5–3 upset. In the ninth inning,

Des Jardien brought fans to their feet with a run-scoring triple but inexplicably raced home on an infield fly and UW shortstop Harry “Buck” Herzog nailed him at the plate to end the game.72
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The Badgers (7–3) finished second and looked forward to next season—if there would be a season. In December, Western Conference faculties voted to abolish baseball in response to student athletes playing summer baseball for money. In a poll of 853 Wisconsin students, 775 opposed abolition of baseball. Five other schools voted similarly in campus newspaper polls. On January 10, 1916, UW faculty voted 62 to 36 to retain baseball as an intercollegiate sport. Van Hise and the dean of students E. A. Birge supported baseball at the faculty meeting.73

In 1916 the Badgers won seven of eight preseason games but finished sixth in the conference. Their first victory came when Herbert J. Moon struck out fourteen and three-sport star Eber Simpson Jr. hit a bases-loaded triple to beat Purdue, 5–1.74 Moon started against Illinois but the Badgers lost, 4–3, when captain Lemuel “Bull” Boulware was nailed at the plate after the left fielder gloved what looked like a sure hit. Illini right fielder George Halas, the future

owner and coach of the Chicago Bears, singled and stole a base for the league champions. Wisconsin ended the league season taking a forfeit when Northwestern failed to show up at Madison.75

The opposite was true for the Waseda University baseball team, which made its second visit to Camp Randall in five years. Fans paid fifty cents admission for each game or seventy-five cents for both games. Wisconsin won the first game, 8–1. The next day, eight seniors won their final varsity game as the Badgers edged Waseda, 5–4, on Simpson’s tenth inning triple.76







3

Over There and the Depression

1917–1939

White Sox, World War, and Wet Weather

The United States entry into World War I in April 1917 brought a temporary end to athletics in favor of military training on campuses across the country. On April 9, Wisconsin discontinued track, tennis, and baseball, except for the spring trip April 11–17, which produced five wins in six games under coach “Big John” Richards.1

The only game at Camp Randall diamond that season was an April 23 American Red Cross benefit game between an all-star team of local players and the Chicago White Sox, who went on to win the 1917 World Series. Badgers second baseman Joseph “Pokey” Brennan, first baseman Eber Simpson (both medical students), and third baseman Chester Cleveland were on the all-star team. University students and local merchants sold tickets, and organizers expected a crowd as large as five thousand.2

The White Sox arrived at 12:30 p.m. via Northwestern railroad. Fans greeted them at the station, and the players got an automobile tour of the city that ended at Camp Randall. The teams arrived at the diamond and held separate workouts from 2 to 2:30 p.m. The game proved a disappointment to the two thousand fans that turned out. Although owner Charles Comiskey promised that his regulars would play and manager “Pants” Rowland told his players to donate part of their salary to the cause, Sox stars “Shoeless Joe” Jackson, catcher Ray “Cracker” Schalk, and Milwaukee native center fielder Oscar “Happy” Felsch did not show up. Six Badgers did not play because they risked losing a year of eligibility if they played against professionals. Nonetheless, the Sox still entertained the fans. Third baseman George “Buck” Weaver

clowned for the crowd while in the field. At bat, he waved the outfielders back and then dropped a bunt in front of the plate. Second baseman Eddie Collins jockeyed between first and second after a hit until two runners scored. Shortstop Charles “Swede” Risberg hit perhaps the longest drive in the history of Camp Randall.3

A Man for All Seasons

Guy S. Lowman coached the baseball team in 1918. In fact, the Griswold, Iowa, native also led the basketball Badgers to the conference title and would pilot the football team in the fall, beating Ohio State at Columbus—something a UW football team would not do again for sixty-four years. Because of other coaches’ military obligations, Lowman became the only Wisconsin coach to carry out three head-coaching jobs in one year. He had previously coached all three sports at Kansas State (1912–15) and came to Wisconsin after serving as head basketball coach at Indiana as well as baseball and football coach at Alabama (1910–11) and baseball and basketball coach at Missouri (1909–10).4

Heavy rain canceled the baseball opener but touched off a storm between the National Security League (NSL) and the University of Wisconsin. Thousands attended a military parade on Liberty Day, April 6, the one-year anniversary of the United States’ declaration of war on Germany. Badger cadets marched from the Capitol to the Stock Pavilion where Dr. Robert McNutt McElroy of Princeton, the NSL education director, delivered a two-and-a-half-hour speech. Uniformed cadets, exhausted from the march and drenched from the cold rain, began to fidget and some left. McElroy allegedly called the cadets “damned traitors.” The speech brought accusations of slander and demands for retribution from Van Hise and university faculty.5

On April 9, the baseball opener was canceled again because the Northwestern College team was under quarantine from a measles outbreak. The next day, the Milwaukee Brewers of the American Association trounced the Badgers, 12–4, at Camp Randall diamond. Lowman chewed out the team for its poor fielding and held a postgame practice.6 In early May the Badgers beat Purdue for their only Big Ten win.7

On the war front, Dr. Charles D. McCarthy led Wisconsin’s first draft registration campaign and then left for France to assist Herbert Hoover’s U.S. Food Commission. By September, the state had 240,000 troops serving in the armed forces and led the nation in voluntary enlistments.8 Perhaps one of the most significant casualties was the death of UW president Charles R. Van Hise. A supporter of the university’s involvement in the war effort and a frequent

public speaker on the dangers of German aggression, Van Hise left for Europe in July to assess wartime conditions. He returned in November looking tired and worn. Following a nasal operation to improve his breathing, Van Hise died at Milwaukee of septicemia on November 19, 1918, eight days after the signing of the Armistice.9

Over Here

With Meanwell serving as a captain in the U.S. Medical Corps and coaching the Missouri basketball team, Lowman led the 1918–19 Wisconsin cagers to a fourth-place finish. Maurice Kent piloted the baseball team, which lost six of seven conference games and finished seventh in an eight-team league.10 Kent complained that the baseball program needed the support given to intercollege, interclass, boarding house, and sandlot baseball on campus. “The squad that tries out for the team each spring does not fully represent the baseball material and ability of Wisconsin,” he said. “Many good players, players of experience, either do not come out for practice, or are lost through ineligibility.” Kent cited the lack of indoor practice facilities and cold or late springs as obstacles to success but concluded that, “There are enough good baseball players at Wisconsin to turn out winning teams in spite of the difficulties, and the satisfaction in the achievement will be all the greater.”11 The 1920 Badgers had a 5–1 spring record but won only two of twelve conference games. Kent left for the baseball job at Iowa.12

The Right “Guy”

Guy Lowman returned in 1921; he would coach Wisconsin baseball for the next twelve seasons. He brought stellar multisport athletes and a competitive fire to the baseball program. Team captain and shortstop Alvah “Rowdy” Elliott, catcher Allan Davey, and outfielder Rolland “Rollie” Williams starred on the football team. Basketball standouts “Gus” Tebell and Jack Williams played the corner infield spots. The Badgers no-hit Beloit College and routed Milwaukee Normal by identical 13–0 scores. “Wisconsin is represented this year by one of the best nines the Badger school has had in years,” wrote the Daily Cardinal’s Allard W. Frogner, “and the fans are expecting great things.”13

Governor John Blaine tossed out the first ball at Wisconsin’s home conference opener against Purdue, which the Badgers won easily, 12–1. The players became celebrities and acquired the nicknames of famous professionals. The Badger 1924 referred to Elliott as the “Bambino”—one of Babe Ruth’s

nicknames—and compared pitcher Forrest Paddock to Yankee pitcher Carl Mays.14
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The Badgers rode a three-game winning streak to Michigan on Memorial Day, May 30, 1921.15 The teams played one of the longest and most bizarre games in UW history. It was ninety degrees in Ann Arbor, and Wisconsin led, 5–4, in the ninth inning when Michigan center fielder John Perrin drove a Paddock curve down the right field line. The ball landed in foul territory and came to a stop behind some spectators. The base umpire made the “fair” call, Badger outfielder “Pat” Snow fired a relay to shortstop Ed Farrington, who fed catcher Allen Davey with a perfect peg. The home-plate umpire called Perrin out. First-year Michigan coach Ray Fisher, a former major league pitcher, argued that Perrin deserved a home run because a fair ball landed out of the

umpire’s view. Fisher won his appeal, Perrin had his sixth hit of the game, and the score was tied. The teams matched runs in the fifteenth and sixteenth innings, and the Wolverines won, 9–8, on an eighteenth-inning single.16
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Lowman and the Badgers protested on the field and to the league office. “The rule suggested by coach Fisher could not be applicable in any way in this play, because it did not go into the grand stand and it did not definitely leave the view of the official, for the fielder was in plain view who handled the ball and the ball could not have left the view of the umpire while in the air without becoming a foul, for there was no obstruction and the foul line extended indefinitely,” Lowman wrote. “Under conditions mentioned above no official rule could grant the batter a home run. The reversal of decision on the part of the umpire was without question due to the prestige of Coach Fisher as a major league pitcher, influencing a weak-minded official.”17 A week later, “Rollie” Williams homered and Elliott tripled in a 7–6 triumph at Camp Randall diamond that knocked Michigan out of first place. Elliott made the Chicago Tribune’s 1921 All-Conference team, and the 8–4 Badgers finished third. Davey received the Conference Medal for academic and athletic success.18

The Badgers came close to conference titles over the next three seasons. They tied Michigan for second place in 1922, winning six of their last eight games for a 9–3 record.19 Elliott hit two home runs, and Paddock pitched a

four-hitter to beat eventual conference champion Illinois. Paddock beat Michigan at Camp Randall, but losses to Illinois and Iowa left the Badgers a half-game out.20 The Philadelphia Athletics tried to sign Elliott, who had played for them in 1919 under the name of Bob Allen. Instead, he played for the Lancaster (Wisconsin) Dodgers and started at tailback for the Racine Legion of the National Football League from 1922 to 1924. In 1927 Elliott became athletic director at Morton High School in Cicero, Illinois, and played several summers for the Madison Blues.21

In 1923 thirty players turned out in early February for preseason practice. Lowman waited for Williams, Tebell, and hockey player Howie Cornbacker to join the squad. “Many of the 1922 yearlings have dropped out of school and several others are ineligible,” the Daily Cardinal reported. Herb Christianson, son of a Mount Horeb farmer and Wisconsin’s best pitcher, was one of six players declared ineligible for playing on “town teams” in the summer of 1922. Semiprofessional teams paid college and university players $10 to $25 per game to fill their rosters. “Playing even one game where admission is charged would make a player ineligible to play on a Conference team,” a July 1923 Wisconsin Alumni Magazine article noted. “The freshman baseball team . . . had some exceptional players who are sure to make the varsity next spring if they remain eligible, but the ‘semi-pros’ are already after them and may again wreck the team.”22 The Badgers had lost only two games at Camp Randall diamond over two seasons when Illinois beat them, 4–1. The rematch at Illinois drew an overflow crowd of fifteen thousand fans and the Badgers lost, 7–1.23

Christianson returned in 1924 and beat Mississippi on a wet southern trip on which five games were rained out. Rain also may have deprived the Badgers of a championship. Two likely wins at Northwestern and Chicago (the schools had won a combined two of fourteen league games) and a season finale with Minnesota were washed out. Christianson beat Michigan, Illinois, and Northwestern but late-season losses to Michigan and Purdue and the rainouts left the Badgers with a 6–3 record.24 Christianson was also the league’s best pitcher and often played left field when he was not pitching. He played one year of minor league baseball for the Burlington (Iowa) Bees of the Class D Mississippi Valley League, posting a 5–4 record in 1927. Williams left with eight varsity letters. He later coached football and basketball at Iowa, compiling a 139–131 record in fourteen seasons as basketball coach.25

Rip-Snorters, Dynamite, and “He of Whiffletree Fame”

Wisconsin’s record freshman baseball roster fueled a young varsity team in 1925 that had one of the conference’s best pitchers. George Stoll, a pharmacy

student from Sharon, Wisconsin, shut out Northwestern, 9–0, on a cold, rainy day at Camp Randall diamond. In eighty-eight-degree heat on the season’s final day, Stoll and Ohio State’s Russ Miller each sweated out eight scoreless innings. In the bottom of the ninth, Lloyd “Squeaks” Larson hit the ball back to Miller who “fired it home to Brashear, who dropped it as Ellingson slid home” for a 1–0 victory. Earlier in the season, Larson homered in an 11–2 trouncing of Michigan.26
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Larson captained the 1926 squad and sent game stories from the spring trip via telegraph to the Wisconsin State Journal. On April 9, Stoll shut out Tulane, 2–0, on one hit. A week later he pulled himself out of a sickbed and beat Northwestern, 3–2, driving in the decisive runs before nearly four thousand fans at Camp Randall diamond, with fans shouting, “Win your own game!” The Badgers finished with five straight victories but earlier losses to Purdue cost them a title.27

Stoll won election as captain for the 1927 season at the team banquet traditionally held at Lowman’s home. The next day, Lowman resigned as coach to serve full time as director of the physical education department and university gymnasium. Rumors had former major league catcher Ray “Cracker” Schalk

taking the job after instructing the Badgers prior to their spring trip. “I am happy over the fact that I can leave my successor a squad practically intact for next year,” Lowman said, “for I know the problems of a new man coming in to take over a squad of green or immature men.”28

Instead, Schalk played with the White Sox another three seasons, and Lowman returned in 1927 with Irv Uteritz and senior Rollie Barnum as assistants. Wisconsin won four of five games on a trip to Tennessee and Mississippi. Stoll won three of his first four conference games, shutting out Illinois, 1–0, but losing in twelve innings to Michigan.29 Wisconsin managed only one more victory in the final seasons for Stoll, Larson, and Barnum. Larson later became sports editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel for twenty-seven years, served as president of the National W Club in 1959, and headed the Wisconsin Alumni Association in 1962–63. He officiated in the 1951 Rose Bowl and served on the UW athletic board from 1972 to 1975. Barnum won nine varsity letters in three sports, served twenty-one years as business manager of the Three-I League, and was a Big Ten football official from 1938 to 1958.30

The sportswriter Harry M. Golden described Arthur Mansfield, a left fielder from Cleveland who debuted with the Badgers in 1927, as “He of whiffletree fame.” Mansfield enrolled at the University of Wisconsin in the fall of 1925 based on the school’s academic reputation. A talented athlete from West Tech High School in Cleveland, Ohio, Mansfield came to Madison because UW did not offer him a scholarship. “I was kind of an idealistic kid, and I felt that if I had the ability I would make a go of it without a scholarship,” he told Robert E. Gard in 1970. Mansfield worked in a restaurant for four years and did odd jobs to pay for school. He earned the lasting nickname of “Dynie” after decking another kid in a fight during his stint as a Cleveland newsboy. A crowd had gathered to watch the brawl, and Mansfield recalled, “I was lucky . . . took a wild swing and happened to hit a guy on the chin and down he went. The crowd got real silent and then someone said, ‘Gee! That guy’s dynamite!’”31

Mansfield played three seasons of baseball and two seasons of football. After playing basketball as a sophomore, Meanwell told Mansfield he did not want football players on his team, so Mansfield quit basketball but stayed with the other two sports because he wanted to become a teacher and a coach. Also an all-university heavyweight boxing champion, Mansfield later played semiprofessional and minor league baseball and officiated high school and college football and basketball games.

Wisconsin lost five more players to the summer baseball rule in 1928, but Mansfield made up for the loss of former captain Earl Burbridge with a .438 average and hits that led to victories over Illinois and Iowa. Michigan won the

conference title with two victories over Wisconsin, including a 4–3 thriller in Madison. “Outside of arguments, mud galore, snappy fielding under adverse conditions, and a pair of bum guesses by the base umpire,” wrote Golden, “the game was a rip-snorter and the best played at Camp Randall this spring.”32 Wisconsin (7–5) finished tied for third place.
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Mansfield won election as 1929 captain and announced plans to marry his high school sweetheart, Ruth Holmes, an outstanding girls’ basketball player for the 1928 world champion Newman-Stern Sporting Goods Co. team of Cleveland. They met at a West Tech girls’ basketball practice; after she sank a couple of baskets, Mansfield started guarding her, just for fun. “That was the beginning of it all,” the State Journal reported. The couple married on June 27 and lived at 642 State Street for the 1928–29 academic year.33

The 1929 Badgers had their first outdoor practice on March 26. Coaches Lowman and Uteritz met thirty players and seven managers at the gymnasium

at 3 p.m., and they traveled in cars to Camp Randall diamond. “Different infield and outfield combinations were used to give each player the opportunity to readjust himself to the outdoor diamond,” the Wisconsin State Journal reported. Lowman pitched batting practice to those already in the groove.34

Before reporting for baseball, Mansfield won his second straight university boxing title with a second-round knockout before two thousand fans at the Red Gym. “There are . . . few athletes in the Western conference with a better sock in his fists than Mansfield,” who rejected several offers to turn professional.35

The Badgers had a 4–2–1 spring record, losing the final game to St. Mary’s College of Manhattan, Kansas. With the bases loaded in the bottom of the ninth and Wisconsin leading 4–1, a drive toward left fielder Frank “Bo” Cuisinier appeared to go foul, and Cuisinier did not even chase it. “Umpire Quigley called it a fair ball and four of the Catholic boys trotted home.”36 (From the 1890s into the 1920s, newspapers often made religious references to Badger opponents—Notre Dame was the “Catholics,” Northwestern the “Methodists,” and Beloit the “Congregationalists.”)

Wisconsin won three of its first four conference starts, but a home loss to Illinois convinced Wisconsin State Journal sports editor Henry J. McCormick that “championship hopes were interred in the historic turf of the Camp Randall diamond.”37 A resurrection produced four straight wins and an ascent to first place. Michigan won a Memorial Day rematch at Ann Arbor and outscored Ohio State to win the title with a 7–2 record. Wisconsin (8–4) had its eighth winning record in nine years.38

The Joy of Winning

Wisconsin’s year to win it all was 1930. Guy Lowman’s squad shook off a 4–5 southern trip and won Wisconsin’s first undisputed conference title since 1912. Multisport athletes Maury Farber, Ernie Lusby, and John Falk “Bobby” Poser—a .391 hitter from Columbus, Wisconsin, who also played outfield—led a pitching staff that included 1929’s top freshman, Jake Sommerfield.

The Badgers had opened with five straight conference wins when they clashed with Illinois before the largest crowd of the season at Camp Randall diamond. Illinois native Maury Farber pitched a 3–0 shutout.39 Fans expected the title clincher when the 9–0 Badgers hosted Michigan but UW lost, 10–4. The rematch at Ann Arbor was scoreless until the eighth inning. Sommerfield, UW’s starting pitcher, doubled and Morris “Moe” Winer bunted him to third, where the Michigan catcher tried a pickoff throw. Caught in a rundown, Sommerfield outran the third baseman to score the game’s only run. “Winning

the championship is sure sweet music for Wisconsin at baseball,” wrote State Journal columnist Joseph R. “Roundy” Coughlin, “but to win it right over in ol’ Ann Arbor is last word in joy.”40
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A large crowd welcomed the team at the west Madison railroad depot at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 1. A couple of hours later, co-captains Carl Matthusen and Harry Ellerman played for the Madison Blues in a Wisconsin State League game against Kenosha. The Blues won, 4–3. In a later game to save the Blues’ franchise, Matthusen, Ellerman, Cuisiner, Hall, and Herb Christianson played for the Blues, and outfielder Oscar “Lefty” Edwards played for the Racine Belles. A paid crowd of 1,436 saw the Belles win, 5–4, in ten innings.41

Mansfield joined the Blues after a shot at the big leagues. He batted .341 with forty-three doubles and twenty-seven home runs for the Springfield (Illinois) Blue Sox of the Central League in 1930. The New York Giants sent Mansfield a contract in January 1931, but he sent it back unsigned. In February, the New York Base Ball Club’s secretary James J. Tierney wrote Mansfield about “a big opening on our Club at the present time for a young player who has ability, which we feel that you have. If you do make good you will never have any difficulty regarding your contract.” Tierney urged Mansfield to sign and report to spring training in San Antonio, Texas. Mansfield returned the contract again, wanting more money to justify the move. “Dad wanted to be a teacher and a coach,” Mansfield’s middle son, Jack, said in 2013 about his father’s

reluctance. Team president Charles A. Stoneham agreed with Mansfield, and the Giants offered a raise to $550 a month. Mansfield played for the Class A Bridgeport Bears of the Eastern League in 1931, batting .246 with one home run as a part-time outfielder with a perfect fielding record. The following year, he went back to Ohio to coach at Springfield High School.42

Despite a tight budget, Wisconsin made its 1931 southern trip and won five of seven games. Meanwhile the university announced that Hosei, a Japanese team, would play the Badgers at Camp Randall on May 1 as part of a nineteen-game U.S. tour.43 Wisconsin won the game, 6–0, but did not repeat as Western Conference champions. The Badgers lost the conference opener to Chicago, two of three home games to Illinois and Michigan, and were no-hit at Minnesota.44 Sommerfield shut out Chicago to give Illinois the Big Ten title.45

Depression, Division, and New Faces

In 1932 the University of Wisconsin cut one-fourth of its Letters and Science staff, and every university employee forfeited a week’s pay to reduce the budget. Graduates faced 3-to-1 odds in getting a job. University cuts made teaching jobs scarce and businesses hired from a surplus of experienced workers.46

Bad times depleted sports coffers, too. Gate receipts had shrunk as much as 40 percent. Revenue shortages reflected not just the Great Depression but also a dearth of football victories. In December, the council recommended reduced schedules with more home games to limit travel expenses and approved a $150,000 athletic budget with a $20,000 contingency fund. A $10,000 loan from the Board of Regents through the Wisconsin Alumni Association got the department through the rest of the year. At the conference meeting, faculty representatives voted to shorten all schedules. In March, the UW athletic council reduced spring rosters to fifteen.47

Baseball had operated at a total deficit of $16, 665.37 over the past four seasons. Income had dropped from $9,432.61 to $3,108.20 in 1931–32. Expenses dropped from $14,220.30 in 1928–29 to $6,697.61 in 1931–32—reflecting Depression Era belt-tightening—but exceeded income each year. Football made approximately $630,000 over the same period, allowing other sports to survive.48

The 1932 baseball season was Lowman’s last at Wisconsin. He chose to devote his full time to directing the physical education department and an intramural sports program that had grown to 5,349 participants on 509 teams. The Badgers opened with two conference wins, then lost two of the next three at home, beating Iowa on a botched rundown between third and home when

Jim Smilgoff collided with a spectator standing in the base line, then picked himself up and scored the winning run. Co-captain Jake Sommerfield hit a grand slam to beat Northwestern, and Lowman went out a winner, 5–1, over Chicago.49 Wisconsin’s winningest coach served the athletic department for the next eleven years until shortly before his death on September 14, 1943, at age sixty-six.

Former Michigan shortstop and UW freshman baseball coach Irwin “Irv” Uteritz succeeded Lowman. Baseball survived budget cuts, but the athletic board suspended rowing and cut cross-country, wrestling, tennis, gymnastics, ice hockey, golf, and swimming. The board reinstated the sports for 1935–36, finances permitting.50 The 1933 spring trip remained close to home. Pitcher Carl Vaicek, a Chicago area native, clouted six home runs and batted .611 in nonconference games and allowed two hits in a 15–3 rout of Chicago in which “Bobby” Poser drove in a school record nine runs. In the first game of a doubleheader with Minnesota, the Gophers’ catcher Milt Bruhn drove in four runs on two hits and stole a base. (Bruhn starred on Minnesota’s national champion football teams of the 1930s and later coached Wisconsin to two Rose Bowls.) The Badgers finished 5–5.51

Uteritz returned as coach in 1934. While waiting for Vaicek to pass a conditional examination to become eligible, John Tomek lost the conference opener to Illinois, 5–1, before 1,500 shivering fans at Camp Randall diamond.52 Vaicek returned and beat Minnesota before 2,100 home fans to lift the Badgers out of last place. At Minneapolis, Bruhn barreled into Badger catcher Mike Ross, dislodged the ball, and scored the winning run. The next day, six different Badgers drove in runs, and Vaicek, now recovered from a sore thumb, won, 6–3.53 After playing six games in a week, the Badgers won three home games and jumped from last place to third. Wisconsin topped the league in batting with Chet Carlson (.452) and “Chud” Gerlach (.405) leading the way. Vaicek signed with the St. Louis Cardinals organization that summer but pitched only six professional games. Vaicek served eighteen years as president of American Steel and Wire, the largest shopping cart-and-wire-goods supplier in the U.S. supermarket industry. He died in 2007 at the age of ninety-six.54

By season’s end, Wisconsin needed an athletic director. Rumors had Lowman or George Downer succeeding football coach Clarence “Doc” Spears. In July, Walter Meanwell got the job when UW president Glenn Frank cast the deciding vote after the Board of Regents deadlocked. Meanwell appointed former player Harold E. “Bud” Foster to succeed him as basketball coach. When Uteritz left for the University of California, Meanwell hired Bobby Poser as baseball coach.55


The 1935 conference openers with Illinois drew 3,800 fans for two games, the first one setting a Camp Randall speed record of one hour and thirty-five minutes.56 Rolf “Chub” Poser—the coach’s younger brother—left the second game with an injury diagnosed as a tired ulnar nerve in his pitching elbow. Tomek, who earned all five of UW’s conference victories, beat Iowa, 3–1. The Badgers split their next six games, and “Chud” Gerlach homered in each game of a Michigan doubleheader. In a matinee series with Minnesota, the Gophers won the title in a Monday afternoon game and celebrated with a banquet at the Eagle’s Nest in Verona.57

In February 1936 Meanwell and Spears were fired amid allegations that Meanwell had asked football players to petition for Spears’s removal as coach, had assumed full authority to hire baseball and basketball coaches, and had pocketed extra money from shoe contracts. Spears left for the football and athletic director jobs at Toledo. Meanwell retired to practice medicine.58

Four athletic board members resigned, putting Wisconsin’s Big Ten membership in jeopardy. In response, faculty increased its control of athletics, reorganized the athletic board, required annual board elections, and restricted Regent influence in policy decisions. In April, Wisconsin hired Harry A. Stuhldreher, the field general of the famed Four Horsemen of Notre Dame, as head football coach and athletic director.59

In early April 1936 pitchers and catchers reported to the Red Gym annex for baseball practice. “Outside the cold and snow were all over Camp Randall and it no more looked like baseball weather than the middle of December,” the Daily Cardinal reported. The Badgers played six road games on spring break. Their first league victory came at unbeaten Illinois, where Gordy O’Brien and five-game winner Bob Neubauer of Milwaukee combined on a 1–0 shutout. Wisconsin also handed Iowa its first loss.60 Poser, a senior in the university medical school, resigned as coach after the 5–6 season to finish his studies. He had a brief major league career and then returned to Columbus, Wisconsin, as a general practitioner at the family-owned Poser Clinic. Poser discovered a new star in sophomore shortstop Johnny Glenn “Henna” Gerlach, who led the team with a .415 average. A Shullsburg High School graduate at age sixteen, Gerlach had pitched a twenty-one-strikeout one-hitter against Blanchardville. He wanted to play football at UW, but the freshman baseball coach Irv Uteritz persuaded him to try baseball. Gerlach captained the 1937 and 1938 Badgers under a new coach.61

A pitcher for the Madison Blues and former Baylor baseball coach, Lowell “Fuzzy” Douglas replaced Poser. Douglas won his first game, 6–5, against former Badger Howard Hancock’s Illinois Normal squad, and posted a 7–3 preseason record.62
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In the Big Ten opener, Walter Zuehls and John Marriott pitched complete game victories, and left-fielder Howard Radder had five hits against Chicago. Two home losses to Illinois drew a total of five thousand fans to Camp Randall diamond. Victory and title hopes literally slipped away at Northwestern: the Badgers led, 7–6, when Radder slipped in the mud and missed a game-tying triple, leading to an 8–7 defeat.63

The 1938 squad scored forty-seven runs in its first four games and held a strong Michigan State team to one run in two games. Five thousand fans at College Field saw the Badgers win, 2–1 and 1–0.64 The real story of the next two seasons was Bob Henrichs, a right-handed pitcher from Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin. He won the 1938 league opener at Michigan, shut out Minnesota, and defeated Illinois and Iowa. On the season’s final weekend, Henrichs struck out ten in a 2–0 loss to Big Ten champion Indiana. The Badgers topped the Hoosiers in the finale to finish 6–5.65

In 1939 Henrichs’s victories over Northwestern and Minnesota gave the Badgers a 2–2 record.66 Henrichs and Cyril “Cy” Buker, a junior from Greenwood, Wisconsin, easily defeated the University of Chicago the weekend of

May 19–20, extending the Maroons’ conference losing streak to twenty-seven games. On Monday May 22, Henrichs lost in relief to Michigan on a tenth-inning single but started and beat the Wolverines on Tuesday to end the conference schedule.

Henrichs may have had the greatest farewell performance in Badger history. On Friday, he hit a pinch-hit homer and saved Buker’s victory against Michigan State. In Saturday’s finale, Henrichs batted for shortstop Ken Bixby with the Badgers trailing, 5–4, in the bottom of the eighth inning. He drove a two-strike delivery over the head of the right fielder for a game-winning three-run homer. “There wasn’t a sound from the Michigan State bench,” wrote Henry J. McCormick of the Wisconsin State Journal, “as Henrichs circled the bases with a grin a yard wide.” Henrichs signed with the New York Giants but never reached the majors. In 1942 he won fifteen games for the Green Bay Bluejays of the Wisconsin State League, joining former Badger outfielder Bob Perthel and nineteen-year-old first baseman Earl Gillespie, the original radio voice of the Milwaukee Braves.67
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Another World War

1940–1949

“Dynamite” and Injuries

After completing his Badger career, Arthur “Dynie” Mansfield coached two undefeated high school football champions and served as athletic director at Springfield High School in Ohio. In 1934 he returned to the UW as an associate professor of physical education and freshman baseball and football coach at a salary of $3,450 a year. He coached freshman baseball for five years under Poser and Douglas. On September 20, 1939, Wisconsin hired Mansfield as head baseball coach to replace Douglas, who had returned to Baylor. Mansfield would win 441 games in thirty-one seasons, with eighteen winning conference records, and lead the Badgers to their only College World Series. His gruff speech to players earned him another nickname: “The Bear.”1

Mansfield won his first game on April 15, 1940, 15–4, over the Illinois Normal Red Birds. Billy Saxer, Johnny’s brother, pitched twelve innings of an eighteen-inning tie on April 17. After practicing for several days inside the UW Field House, the Badgers played eight games in nine days. In a seventeen-inning victory at Bradley Tech of Peoria, Illinois, Howard Radder, Bill Morrissey, and Bob Smith each batted a record eight times. Three conference wins gave the Badgers a share of first place.2 Big Nine games continued to draw big crowds. At Iowa, 2,500 fans saw the Hawkeyes shut out the Badgers. Three thousand rooters at Camp Randall diamond enjoyed two Badger victories over Indiana on May 3 and 4. Radder, Clarence Stephans, and Bob “Lefty” Smith—the 1940 batting champion—pulled off a triple steal.3 But then Wisconsin dropped four straight to finish 5–7. In the season finale against Notre Dame, outfielder Bob Schilling became the only Badger to have five-hit games twice in the same season.4


“Cy” Buker was Mansfield’s best pitcher, known for “constantly chewing tobacco while on the mound.” New York Giants scout Heinie Groh signed Buker, who almost immediately injured his elbow. “They didn’t have any surgery for that kind of thing, and I thought I was done,” Buker recalled in 1999. “They sent me over to Wausau in the Northern League. I told them, ‘I can’t throw.’ So I jumped the ball club and came home at the beginning of August.” He taught and coached all sports at Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin. When his arm got stronger, Buker pitched for Wisconsin Rapids of the Wisconsin State League in 1942. He also coached baseball at Eau Claire Memorial High School, earning $2,000 a year, compared to $80 a month playing Class D baseball, plus another $10 a month for driving the team bus. Buker won eleven games with the Brooklyn Dodgers’ AA farm club at St. Paul in 1944 and went 7–2 for the Dodgers in 1945. He expected to make the club in 1946 but rejected Dodger president Branch Rickey’s $5,500 contract offer. He joined the AAA Montreal Royals, who had an African American second baseman by the name of Jackie Robinson. “Jack could run, and at the end, he could turn the double play as well as anyone,” Buker recalled. “He got a lot of ‘leg hits.’ Anything on the ground on the left side, he’d beat it out.” Buker started out 10–2 but slipped to 12–7 after injuring his pitching arm and hand in a home-plate collision. He returned to Greenwood in 1949 and taught school and coached for twelve years, pitching in the low minors in 1951 and 1952. He retired in 1970 and was elected to the Wisconsin High School Baseball and Football Coaches Halls of Fame. He died in 2011 at the age of ninety-three.5

Johnny Saxer opened the 1941 season with an 8–0 no-hitter at Northern Illinois. The Badgers then crushed the Huskies, 26–8. To add both speed and power to the lineup, Mansfield put Ed Scheiwe—a reserve on Wisconsin’s 1941 NCAA champion basketball team—in center field, with Bob Sullivan in right field and Jack Furman at first base.6

Saxer developed a sore arm pitching in both games at Ohio State. In a 10–0 victory over Minnesota, team captain and shortstop Ken Bixby and left fielder Lloyd “Snitz” Schneider collided chasing a fly ball. Bixby suffered a wrenched right knee, a cut tongue, and a severe scalp laceration. Schneider fractured his left cheekbone and upper jaw, and suffered cuts from his shattered sunglasses. The collision delayed the game for ten minutes as the players were helped from the field and transported to Wisconsin General (now UW) Hospital. Earlier, Scheiwe’s right eye closed when a thrown ball struck him directly above the eye as he tried to break up a double play.7 “I was along the first base line,” recalled George Fabian, a regular at Camp Randall diamond as a kid who collected broken bats and repaired them with nails at his father’s shoe-repair shop in

Madison. “I heard a SMACK. I can still hear it. [Scheiwe] went down like he was shot.”8 The “crippled” Badgers squad lost four of their last six. In the season finale, Saxer walked five Iowa batters and hit two more, suggesting that his sore arm never fully healed.9

Money Player

In the winter of 1942 a football and basketball player from Milwaukee Washington High School named Howard F. Boese went to the armory and gymnasium and met Dynie Mansfield, who shook the kid’s hand and said, “I understand you’re the guy who’s gonna save my job.”10 At 5′7″ and 159 lbs., Boese was the “little giant” and the big man on the Washington campus—an excellent student, president of his class, and “the biggest little athlete who has come out of the city in the last fifteen or twenty years.”11

Boese grew up on Milwaukee’s near west side and attended High Mount grade school with future Badger and NFL fullback Marlin “Pat” Harder, who later became an NFL official. “We hung around the High Mount playground,” recalled Boese. “In those days, nobody had an automobile or anything so we played baseball, softball, and basketball on the playground. Then we went off to war. As we came back, we talked about being all over the world so we called ourselves the High Mount Rover Boys.” The group grew from ten to fifty and some moved to the east side, creating the West Side and East Side High Mount Rover Boys. “We used to play touch football against each other on Thanksgiving morning for the city championship,” said Boese. The Rover Boys played softball and baseball in the municipal leagues and, as the group got older, played in an annual golf tournament at the Hartford Country Club.12

Boese captained Washington’s 1939 city champion football team and led the basketball squad to victories over Milwaukee Rufus King and Milwaukee Lincoln. He came to the University of Wisconsin to play baseball and pitched the 1942 opening victory at Illinois Normal. “I wasn’t an overpowering pitcher,” he said. “I was a left-hander with good control and you always pitched the whole game.” At Western Michigan, Boese sprained an ankle and expected to miss the Illinois series at Camp Randall. “I was pitching and the batter topped the ball like a bunt,” Boese remembered. “I turned and reached for the ball and turned my ankle pretty badly.”13

Boese missed games at Michigan State and was doubtful for the Illinois series. Scheiwe started and beat Illinois, 6–3, with Boese in uniform and on crutches. With the game tied, Boese dropped his crutches, grabbed a bat, and strode to the plate. “I hit a good line drive to left-center field that probably

would have been a triple, and I hobbled to first base on one foot.”14 Right fielder Bob Sullivan scored the go-ahead run. On Saturday, Walt Lautenbach of Plymouth beat the Illini, 3–2, on Schneider’s two-run, inside-the-park home run. Schneider missed a bunt sign and bowled over the catcher to win the game.15

On May 8, two thousand Camp Randall rooters saw Lautenbach win his own game against Iowa with a three-run double; the next day, another two thousand fans saw a ninth-inning rally fall short, 4–3. With Boese out with a sore arm, Lautenbach pitched both ends of a doubleheader against Chicago, winning the opener, 10–1, but losing the nightcap, 10–6. He got a victory and a save against Northwestern as second baseman Frank Granitz returned after missing six games with a broken hand suffered in an intrasquad game. The Badgers beat Ohio State in the season finale and finished second at 7–5.16

Duration of the War

In April 1943 the Big Ten Conference approved freshman eligibility “for the duration of the war and six months thereafter” to compensate for the loss of upperclassmen to the armed forces. The policy did not help Mansfield, who had one freshman with baseball experience—shortstop Joe Wiershem of Kenosha. Bob Eisenach, graduate of West Division High School in Milwaukee and one of ten other freshmen, became the number-two starting pitcher. Lautenbach was one of three returning regulars, including team captain Bob Sullivan of Ojibwa and first baseman Ed Butcher of Oconomowoc. Fred Negus returned from the service and played outfield and third base. John Kasper (.431), the 1942 Big Ten batting champion, and pitchers Boese, Jim Haas, and John Robertshaw fought in the war.17

Boese, Granitz, and Kasper played baseball in the summer of 1942 for Columbia Credit in the Milwaukee Municipal AAA League. Soon after, they turned in their bats and gloves for pilot’s wings. “Join the Army Air Corps and they’ll let you finish school,” an advisor told them. As Boese remembered, “Nine months later, we had pilot’s wings and, for some reason, I became an instructor.” Boese trained fighter pilots at military bases in San Angelo, Texas, and Tallahassee, Florida. Later, he flew P-40 and P-51 pursuit aircraft on his own. “We were getting ready to go overseas,” Boese recalled, “but the war ended so I never got to go overseas.”18

Arthur Rizzi, a future Badger from the Milwaukee sandlots and a 1940 graduate of North Division High School, got the call to war while playing football and basketball on scholarship at Carroll College in Waukesha. He went to

Princeton University for the Army Services Training Program (ASTP) and took basic training one hundred miles from Dallas, Texas, later joining four thousand soldiers headed for Europe. Upon arrival, they bunked in tents and drove ammunition and supply trucks to the front lines in Germany and France. “We got bombed all the time,” Rizzi recalled. The day before American and British generals deployed troops for the Battle of the Bulge, enemy fire hit Rizzi in the leg. “I was hit so badly and so many were killed that they wrote letters that almost everybody was killed in action.” Ten days later, the Army cabled Rizzi’s mother that he had been wounded. At a hospital in Hampton, England, Rizzi jumped on the leg repeatedly to force movement but was returned to America and discharged from a Michigan hospital as a disabled veteran. He enrolled at UW in 1945 on a partial baseball scholarship and played on Wisconsin’s 1947 Big Nine basketball champions.19
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The Badgers opened the 1943 season losing at home to the Milwaukee Brewers of the American Association. Milwaukee manager Charlie “Jolly Cholly” Grimm drilled his fourteen-member squad in the Field House before the April 16 game, a 9–2 Badger loss.20 Bob Eisenach, 5′11″ and 190 lbs., lettered as a freshman, had a streak of eighteen scoreless innings, and defeated Michigan State, Iowa, and Northwestern in succession.


The Badgers finished 5–3 in the Big Nine but struggled against good military-service teams. Between April 17 and May 4, Camp Grant (Illinois) defeated Wisconsin three times.21 On May 14, Wisconsin faced the Sailors, the Great Lakes Naval Station squad that had beaten the world champion St. Louis Cardinals. Lt. Gordon Stanley “Mickey” Cochrane—a Hall of Fame catcher for the world champion Philadelphia Athletics (1929–30) and player-manager of the world champion Detroit Tigers (1935)—managed a team with St. Louis Cardinals’ slugging first baseman Johnny “Big Cat” Mize and second baseman Johnny Lucadello, and Chicago Cubs pitchers Johnny “Bear Tracks” Schmitz and Vern Olsen. Three thousand fans at Breese Stevens Field saw the Sailors torpedo the Badgers, 19–1.22 On the last weekend of the Big Nine season, Fred Negus—the starting center on Wisconsin’s famed 1942 football team and a V-12 Marine in World War II who later played for the Chicago Bears—drilled a two-run single to beat Purdue.23

As Allied bombing raids continued in Germany, Italy, and North Africa during 1943, future UW baseball player and coach Eugene S. Calhoun, then a freshman at the university, became an Air Force cadet. An OSS navigator in the European theater, Calhoun flew top-secret midnight missions in unarmed planes painted black to avoid German detection, dropping American spies behind enemy lines from six hundred feet off the ground. Soldiers wore business suits and carried German identification so they could claim German citizenship if they were shot down. Often using a compass and the stars for directions and for flying between mountains, Calhoun took gunnery fire, bullets rattling off the walls of the plane. “There were people down there who wanted to kill me,” remembered Calhoun, who retired as a full colonel in the Air Force Reserves.24

In April 1944 Eisenach dominated Iowa, 7–1, and was scheduled to pitch against Notre Dame when he decided to go home to Milwaukee before his June 23 military induction. Eisenach, Wisconsin’s only returning pitcher, got his draft notice and completed his physical exam in Milwaukee. Records show he had a 5–2 record with Newark of the Ohio State League before starting Marine training in San Diego on August 23.25

Eisenach served two years in the Pacific theater and was with the Tenth Marine Regiment, Second Marine Division—the first troops to land at Nagasaki after the atomic bomb attack in August 1945. After his military duty ended, Eisenach pitched for Eau Claire in the Wisconsin State League, moving up to Class A Wilkes-Barre (Pennsylvania) in 1948 but never making the parent Cleveland Indians, World Series winners that fall. In 1949 Eisenach began a six-year stint pitching for Falk Corporation in the summer Milwaukee Industrial League, hurling a two-hit, twelve-strikeout shutout on July 13. In 1956 he struck

out sixteen in a 5–0 shutout for the Uptowners in the Municipal AAA League. Eisenach completed his engineering degree at Wisconsin in 1951. He started youth baseball teams in the village of Brown Deer and in the town of Brookfield; his wife, Rita, ran the summer recreational programs in Brookfield for more than twenty-five years. Eisenach passed away unexpectedly in 1987 at the age of sixty-three.26

[image: Image: Bob Eisenach served two years in the Pacific theater during World War II. (UW–Madison Archives, S09093)]

Despite losing athletes to the draft, Wisconsin athletics thrived during World War II. Sports income for 1944 increased 45 percent over the previous year; Wisconsin was eleven years ahead of its payment schedule on Camp Randall Stadium renovations and had reduced the debt on the Field House.27 And the Badgers found a treasure in their hunt for a pitcher to fill in for draftees Lautenbach and Eisenach. Gene Jaroch, a Chicago-area native who had pitched for the Madison Blues, showed great promise in a 2–1 loss to Notre Dame. He lost the conference opener to Minnesota but struck out eleven in a 1–0 shutout at Purdue.28


War’s End

Charles B. “Chick” Lowe grew up on Madison’s industrial east side and impressed semipro coaches with his catches against the Breese Stevens Field wall as a thirteen-year-old batboy for the Madison Blues and Gardner Baking Company teams. The son of Jack E. Lowe, a typesetter for more than forty years at the downtown newspaper offices, Lowe attended East High School, which did not have a baseball team. He was second-string forward on the basketball squad, graduated in 1943, and played on the Gardner baseball team that summer while working at the bakery.29

At age fifteen, Lowe enrolled in the Army Special Training Reserve program (ASTR). “We had to stay in school until we were eighteen,” Lowe recalled in 2012. “Then we went to their officer training school.” Lowe enlisted in the Army Reserves on August 14, 1943, and had his Air Corps application approved at Fort Benning, Georgia. “I never did get to the Air Corps,” he remembered. “I was transferred to the 106th [Infantry Division] after completing basic training.” The army sent Lowe to Camp Atterbury outside of Indianapolis where he played on the camp baseball team. On October 22, 1944, Lowe landed at Glasgow, Scotland, with the 106th Division’s 423rd Regiment, traveling aboard the RMS Queen Elizabeth, an ocean liner too fast for German U-boats to pursue. Lowe served in England in the fall of 1944, doing office work and washing fatigues for $30 a month. “Three dollars of that went home,” he said.30 Letters often took three or four weeks to arrive via V-mail, which was a photo of an original letter. The Germans intercepted a number of letters that they stamped “Returned to sender.”

On December 19, Lowe was digging a foxhole with another soldier when his mortar gunnery unit came under German fire. “He dove first and got in the hole and there wasn’t enough room for me to get in, too,” Lowe remembered. “I said, ‘I’m not going to lie here and be taking fire, I’m going to see what I can do.’” A moment later, gunfire pierced Lowe’s uniform and his stomach: “I put bandages on two bullet wounds. A half hour later, I was captured.” The prisoners marched for three days and boarded a “40 and 8” boxcar (for forty men or eight horses) to Stalag IV B. That night, the Royal Air Force bombed the boxcar. “They marched us back on to the 40-and-8 car full of troops,” he recalled. Lowe spent Christmas and New Year’s Day in the POW camp where English prisoners entertained the troops. Afterwards, the Germans shipped Lowe’s group to a factory that made feed for horses that pulled wagons of supplies to the front lines.31


Word of Lowe’s capture (“missing in action”) reached his family on January 12, 1945. Neighbors consoled Lowe’s parents through the mail. Dave Schmitz, manager of the Gardner Baking Company city baseball team, wrote, “Remember a great deal of hope and consolation can be realized from thinking of the courage and fight of the guy who said so many times when the going was tough, ‘Hang in there.’” Lowe could not bring himself to write his mother that he had been captured. Instead, he wrote, “Mom, I am certain that it was your praying that brought me through battle unhurt. Keep it up. I did get three welts across my stomach from machine gun fire; however, they went away in several days.”32 Nearly three weeks later, navigator Calhoun’s midnight rider dropped supplies to Freedom Fighters in Scandinavian countries—dynamite, radios, bikes, German uniforms, wire—designed to disrupt enemy operations.33 Six days after Nazi Germany’s unconditional surrender to the Allies, the Russians liberated POW’s from the 106th Division.

Meanwhile, U.S. Navy regulations restricting service personnel from playing baseball outside their training base kept Badger pitcher John Robinson out of the league opener at Iowa. The Badgers beat the Hawkeyes twice and led the league.34 The death of President Franklin D. Roosevelt on April 12, 1945, postponed all athletic events on the following weekend. On April 14, ten thousand people attended memorial services at the University of Wisconsin.35 When play resumed, Wisconsin split two games at Ohio State, then swept a doubleheader from the Truax service team at their baseball field on Madison’s east side. Twenty-five hundred fans watched Jaroch and Lloyd Auman of Manitowoc pitch shutouts. General admission was fifty cents, and service personnel paid a quarter. Brigadier General Vincent J. Meloy threw out the pitch to UW athletic director Harry Stuhldreher. With five conference wins in six games, Wisconsin could win the title if they beat Michigan twice. Jaroch started and lost both games, 11–1 and 8–1.36 The Badgers finished second, and shortstop Jim Ackeret (.429) won the batting title.37

In June, “Chick” Lowe received a Purple Heart and an honorable discharge, and he returned to Madison. He went to a Philadelphia Phillies tryout camp and was named the best player.38 Howard Boese was discharged in September 1945 at Fort McCoy in Juneau County, Wisconsin, and hitchhiked to Truax Field. “I called Dynie and I said, ‘Can you enroll me in this semester?’ He said, ‘Yes.’” With fifteen college credits from the Air Corps, Boese graduated in three-and-a-half years, getting $20 a month in school money from the army.39 Both men would help Wisconsin win an undisputed Big Ten baseball championship.


“Top of the League at Last”

Dynie Mansfield won his only outright conference championship in 1946 with a 9–2 record. Kasper, Boese, and Lowe returned from the war. Boese captained the team from center field. Lowe enrolled at UW in physical education, took classes from Professor Mansfield, and joined the baseball team that spring as a second baseman and shortstop. Bob Cook, basketball’s leading scorer, started at third base.

Gene Jaroch went undefeated and became the first pitcher in conference history to win six league games. He pitched four complete games, struck out fifty-two batters in forty-six and one-third innings and allowed only twenty-nine hits.40 The wartime freshman exemption rule allowed Thornton Kipper, a 6′3″ right-hander from Cassville High School, to take the second mound slot. “Big Jim” Thompson of McFarland and Jim Lawrence of Tulsa, Oklahoma, rounded out the starting staff.

The outfield of Kasper, Boese, and Jim Regan ran from one foul line to the other during practice sessions, trying to snare fungoes off the bat of assistant coach Fritz Wegner. “He’d say, ‘Start running’ and by the time you got to center field, he’d hit it,” Boese remembered. “He’d hit to right field and by the time you got there, you had to do a lot of running.”41 To maximize practice time and player development, Mansfield divided the squad into A and B teams. Wegner took charge of ten B team players—the varsity reserves—who played an abbreviated schedule.

One player missing from the 1946 squad was Art Rizzi, back from the service but in the coach’s doghouse. In an intrasquad game, Rizzi recalled, “I hit a fly ball out to right field and I thought it was foul. I was standing on first base with the bat. [Dynie] got so mad, he ran me in for that.” The Bear barked, “Keep right on goin’ and don’t stop until you hit the locker room and turn in your uniform!” Apparently Mansfield regretted the decision and later had Rizzi coach the freshman and junior varsity baseball teams. “He was a good-hearted man who knew baseball,” said Rizzi. “The only reason he kept me was because I knew baseball.”42

The Badgers concluded spring drills on April 11 and opened the Big Ten season with 7–0 and 15–0 victories at Chicago, back in the league with the end of World War II. In the opener Jaroch struck out sixteen and got two hits, as many as the entire Chicago team. Thornton Kipper and Jerry Thompson tossed a combined one-hitter in the nightcap. Boese and first baseman Frank Granitz celebrated their return from military duty with three hits apiece.43 At Michigan State, the Spartans pounded Jaroch and Kipper, 11–3 and 12–2. Robin Roberts,

a future Hall of Fame pitcher, finished the second game with two scoreless innings.44

[image: Image: Frank Granitz, 1946 team MVP. (UW–Madison Archives, S09062)]

The Badgers came back with two wins at Purdue. Boese, Granitz, and Lowe combined for ten hits in the first game, and Jaroch won the nightcap, getting out of a bases-loaded and nobody-out jam apparently through divine intervention. According to Mansfield, Jaroch started digging on the mound with his spikes and looking around. Mansfield came out and asked, “‘Gene, what in the world are you doing?’ He looked me right in the eye and says, ‘I’m praying.’” Mansfield replied, “Well, it’s all right to ask the Lord for some help, but he expects you to do something yourself.” Purdue put on a squeeze play. The runner missed the sign and was out at plate. The same play got the same result for the second out, and Jaroch retired the final batter. “Gene came right for me,” recalled Mansfield, “and says, ‘It worked! I got religion from now on!’”45

A May 3 victory over Iowa before 2,200 fans on a cold day at the Camp Randall diamond gave Wisconsin a 5–0 conference record. The day before the

game, Mansfield’s wife, Ruth, gave birth to Ruth Loree Mansfield, their only daughter in a houseful of future male athletes—sons Bob, Jack, and Billy.46 When Illinois ended Michigan’s twenty-eight-game conference winning streak, the Badgers saw a clear path to their first championship in sixteen years. Jaroch shut out Minnesota, 6–0, in ninety-two minutes, but Kipper lost the second game of the twin bill, 6–5.47 An injured Jaroch faced Ohio State on a cool, damp Friday night at Breese Stevens Field. A true gamer, he pitched a rain-shortened, six-inning 8–0 shutout. Frank Granitz raised his average to .485, and Cook drove in three runs.48

[image: Image: The undisputed 1946 Big Ten champions. (Wisconsin Historical Society, ID 44610)]

On May 24, 1946, a Friday night crowd of 3,300 at Breese Stevens Field saw Jaroch get his record sixth straight victory, striking out twelve Northwestern Wildcats. Illinois lost to Iowa, but Wisconsin still needed one more win to claim the title. Lawrence, who had lost the potential title-clincher a week earlier to Ohio State, pitched a 6–0 shutout the next afternoon in a driving rain before 2,500 fans at Camp Randall diamond. Boese hit an inside-the-park, two-run home run, mere hours after receiving his diploma. “Well, we’re on the top of the league at last,” Mansfield said.49

The Badgers were pleased, but a wild celebration did not happen. “It was just automatic,” Boese, a .344 hitter, said. “It was like, we had done it.” Eight

years later, Mansfield said of Boese, “He had more of everything than any ball player I’ve had. He didn’t have a weakness. Could run, hit, field, throw, and above all he was intelligent and had a great competitive spirit.” While raking leaves outside his Glendale, Wisconsin, home in 2012, Boese replied, “I guess that was me. I got two years of eligibility left.” Boese enjoyed a thirty-six-year career as a high school math teacher, football and baseball coach (winning conference titles in each), and athletic director at University School of Milwaukee from 1946 to 1982.50

Granitz, the team’s most outstanding player, batted .467 overall, .463 in the league. He led the team in hits, runs, doubles, total bases, and runs batted in. Kasper batted .333 overall, and Cook, known more for his glove, had a .324 average. “His paws were twice as big as mine,” said Lowe, who led the team with twenty-six runs scored.51

The Hoopsters Trio

Wisconsin won the 1947 Big Nine basketball championship and placed third in the NCAA tournament with three outstanding players: guards Walt Lautenbach, team MVP Glen Selbo of La Crosse, and conference scoring leader Bob Cook. In mid-March, the pitcher, shortstop, and third baseman joined the baseball squad to defend Wisconsin’s conference title.52

Gene Jaroch’s unbeaten streak ended at Ohio State in a 3–2 loss to Buckeye freshman Pete Perini, who beat Wisconsin three straight times. Ohio State’s first baseman Fred Taylor—who later played for the Washington Senators and coached his alma mater to two NCAA basketball championships—drove in the winning run in the second game of a doubleheader. In Jaroch’s 9–1 loss at Notre Dame, left-handed pitcher Ron Plietz of Wauwatosa recalled that rain soaked the field the day before and the Irish ground crew put sand in front of the dugouts. Selbo took a called third strike—unforgivable on a Mansfield-coached team—and Mansfield started to run out of the dugout, slipped in a mud puddle, and he was “covered with mud and water from head to foot.” Selbo “saw Dynie coming and made a beeline for the clubhouse.”53

Lautenbach pitched with a sore arm and won at Iowa on team MVP Ed Butcher’s eleventh-inning triple. Nearly three thousand fans turned out for the home opener at Camp Randall diamond, but Lautenbach lost 2–1 to Indiana’s Ralph Brickner.54 A fast finish of five straight wins included Jaroch’s 12–8 victory over Northwestern that was broadcast over WHA AM/FM. On May 24–25, members of the 1912 Western Conference champions watched the final series of the season against Minnesota. Robert James “Red” Wilson, a UW football

center and a three-sport athlete at Milwaukee Washington High School, caught both games, one of them Jim Lawrence’s fourteen-strikeout one-hitter.55 The Badgers finished 6–4. Appleton West native and future major leaguer Stu Locklin led the team with a .352 average and got four hits in five at-bats against future Hall of Famer Robin Roberts. Locklin played eleven professional seasons, batting .167 in twenty-five games for the Cleveland Indians in 1955 and 1956. On failing to defend the conference title, Mansfield said simply, “The breaks didn’t come this year.”56

[image: Image: Glen Selbo (left) and coach Mansfield enjoy a happier moment during a practice at Camp Randall diamond. (UW–Madison Archives, S06640)]

Saying Goodbye to “The Camp”

On November 15, 1947, the UW Board of Regents recommended construction of a new engineering building on the Camp Randall diamond site in response to skyrocketing enrollments in engineering and the need to improve research and training facilities.57 Thus the 1948 season would be the Badgers’ last at Camp Randall diamond.


[image: Image: A bird’s eye view of the Camp Randall complex in 1942. (UW Athletic Communications)]

Due north of the football stadium, Camp Randall diamond at Randall and University Avenues was the Badgers’ home field for thirty-five years. The left-field side had bleachers with a hill behind them. Students watched from the bleachers or from behind the left-field fence. The right-field side had an access road to the engineering buildings. “No fences, no ticket booths, no restrooms, no lights, no water, no concessions,” remembered Jack Mansfield, who saw his dad coach there for nine seasons. A manual scoreboard in front of the football stadium wall revealed the runs, hits, and errors.58 “It has been necessary to abandon the baseball field and most of the football practice fields in Camp Randall,” the athletic board’s annual report stated. New practice fields next to a sports building to replace the gym annex—razed to make room for the Wisconsin Center on Langdon Street—were in the planning stage. On July 7, 1950, the board learned that “the baseball field is to be ready for fall seeding and soding [sic], and water piping is to be laid in the summer if at all possible.” In October, athletic director Guy Sundt recommended that the sprinkler system for the new fields with a connection to city water be installed as soon as possible from the Malt Laboratory to the athletic field.59

Pitchers Jim Lawrence and Floyd Leve treated Camp Randall fans to victories over Indiana, with Lawrence fanning twelve on his way to a school

record of 135 strikeouts in a season. On the spring trip, Lawrence had fired a one-hitter while his parents watched from the stands at Washington University in St. Louis.60 It looked as if Camp Randall diamond might well host a champion in its final season.

[image: Image: Robert “Red” Wilson at Camp Randall diamond, circa 1948 (UW–Madison Archives, S06655)]

Then the Badgers got walloped, 24–9, at Western Michigan, site of the 1948 NCAA tournament, and lost twice at home to Purdue on a shutout and a game-winning hit by second baseman Hank Stram, who later coached Purdue baseball and football before winning a Super Bowl with the Kansas City Chiefs. Plietz, the team’s fourth starter and oldest player having served thirty-seven months in Europe during World War II, had a no-hitter before Stram’s hit.61 The Badgers eventually lost seven straight games before Plietz won at Minnesota. Stu Locklin, a football end who later played outfield for the Cleveland Indians, socked two homers in Plietz’s victory.62 Suddenly the Badgers took off like the 1948 Kentucky Derby and Triple Crown–winner Citation. They beat the Appleton Papermakers of the Wisconsin State League and swept Notre Dame. Lawrence fanned twelve Irish in the Friday night game, and Wilson won the Saturday game with a twelfth-inning home run to deep center field. “At least a hundred [fans] were waiting to greet Wilson as he scored after his

terrific blow,” wrote the Capital Times’s Hank Casserly. “First to greet the burly Badger was Coach Art Mansfield. He picked up Wilson, hugged him roughly and planted a kiss on his blushing cheek. He could not escape his other well-wishers either. They pounded him on the back in delight at the game-winning blow.”63

Lawrence got UW’s seventh straight win, a thirteen-strikeout victory over Northwestern, his fourth double-digit strikeout performance of the season. The next afternoon, the streak ended when the Wildcats’ Don Burson made a still-record six hits in one game. Wisconsin closed the Camp Randall diamond with two losses to Ohio State and finished fourth. Wilson—team leader in batting (.342), doubles (7), and RBIs (19)—was selected Most Valuable Player.64 Lawrence signed with the Detroit Tigers and went 12–17 in three minor league seasons.65

Fingers and Woes

The 1949 Badgers spent most of preseason training in the Red Gym annex, with its curtain-enclosed batting cages, poor lighting, and dirt floor. Construction of the new engineering building cut outdoor practice space in half. Breese Stevens Field, built just east of the Capitol in Madison to honor military personnel and civilians for their service in World War I, became the Badgers’ home field for the next three seasons.66

“Chick” Lowe smashed a finger during an intrasquad game before a three-game series at Washington University of St. Louis. Gene Evans—a Green Bay West product who played in the industrial league because the high school had no baseball team—took Lowe’s place and had five hits and four stolen bases in Kipper’s 7–1 victory. The Badgers swept a Saturday doubleheader, then split two games at Ohio State, Leve tossing a 10–0 shutout. The Badgers dropped the next five conference games, two at Iowa that drew a total of 4,700 fans. In the first game, Lowe broke an ankle stealing second base but continued to play and had nine assists at shortstop. In the finale, Shea hit an apparent game-tying single, but shortstop Bob “Pinky” Primrose’s diving catch resulted in a game-ending double play.67

Leve’s victory over first-place Purdue ended a six-game losing streak and featured a triple play that started with Evans’s shoestring catch. A rare forfeit at Michigan ended a 3–9 season. Wolverine pitcher Ed Grenkoski singled in the fifth inning, and someone brought him a Michigan sweater to wear on the base paths. Mansfield shouted, “Bring out a Michigan sweater for the umpire, too, he seems to be on their side.” With that, umpire Buck Abel ordered the coach

to leave the bench. When Mansfield refused, Abel awarded the game to Michigan, 9–0. The Badgers showed how good they could be when they celebrated Memorial Day (May 30) avenging the Kalamazoo Massacre, routing playoff-bound Western Michigan, 27–7. Wisconsin had twenty-nine hits, and Wilson scored six runs.68

[image: Image: Charles “Chick” Lowe—courage and coolness under fire. (UW–Madison Archives, S09038)]

“I feel we are honoring a champion,” said athletic director Harry Stuhldreher at the awards banquet, “for I don’t know where any team has had to overcome more handicaps in illness, injuries, and just tough luck.” Mansfield praised Lowe for his courage and Wilson for his leadership, adding, “I’ve never had a team, even the championship club of 1946, which has such a warm spot in my heart as this team. These boys worked hard and they never had an alibi.” Wilson and Shea made all-conference, and the players voted Lowe honorary captain, Leve as team MVP, and Evans as captain-elect for the 1950 season, one of the most memorable in Wisconsin baseball history.69
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The Rockhead Champs

1950–1955

The 1950 Badgers went from last place to first and made the College World Series. Not since 1912 had football players made such major contributions to a baseball season. Catcher “Red” Wilson batted .426 after winning the Silver Football as the league’s Most Valuable Player in the fall of 1949. Captain Gene Evans led off and played second base after playing both ways on the football squad and toting two punts for touchdowns. Tackles Bob Shea and Bruce “Bud” Elliott provided left-handed power at first base and right field.

Thornton Kipper did not play football, but he had the greatest season of any Wisconsin pitcher. He won eleven games and lost one, had a 5–0 conference record, and won two NCAA District IV playoff games and two more in the College World Series. “The difference between Kipper and some of the others was quite dramatic,” Wilson recalled. “He had good control, good stuff. He could throw a sinker. He was a stalwart.” “Wicked from the side,” said Evans. “He threw sort of sidearm and his ball moved a lot.”1 Senior Ed Keating of Kenosha and sophomore Gene “Mex” Radke of Waterloo were the next two starters, Radke doubling in a relief role.

The Badgers also had talent and depth in third baseman Ernie Bauer, converted shortstop Shelley Fink, and outfielder Paul Furseth. They won consistently with four different center fielders—Ray Lenahan, Bobby Wolff, Bob Van Eerden, and Don Schelfhout, who hit for the cycle in an exhibition game against the Appleton Papermakers of the Wisconsin State League.2

“A very strong hitting lineup, except for me,” said Fink, a Chicago native who batted second and hit two wind-blown homers in a season-opening doubleheader at Bradley. “It shows we had a good bunch of ballplayers,” said Shea, a first baseman from Waukegan, Illinois, and one of five .300 hitters. Furseth and Elliott batted fifth and sixth. Elliott, also nicknamed “Stony” and the son of

former Badger Alvah “Rowdy” Elliott, stood 6′4″ and weighed 215 pounds. He regularly cranked automatic doubles over the ivy-covered Breese Stevens right-field wall 240 feet from home plate.3 “It certainly was an advantage to left-handed hitters,” Wilson said. “Left field was wide open. The ball would roll forever in left field.”4 Wilson sent parabolic drives over outfielders’ heads and onto the running track or tennis court while Elliott and Furseth lost several homers because drives over the short right-field fence were automatic doubles.5

[image: Image: Gene Evans, 1950 captain and MVP, leads off against Western Michigan, April 1950. (UW–Madison Archives, S04522)]

The Badgers trained in the annex of the Field House to prepare for a midwestern spring trip that never escaped the grip of winter. A frigid 7–5 victory at Western Michigan drew three hundred shivering souls. Snow and cold canceled the next three games. At Akron, Wilson homered in an 8–1 win played in a snowstorm that left the skinned diamond muddy and slippery. “It was especially difficult,” wrote the Wisconsin State Journal’s Monte McCormick, “for the outfielders on fly balls to detect the baseballs among the floating ‘snow balls.’” The next day, Ohio University and the cold combined to whip Wisconsin, 7–1, as junk-ball artist Bob Perman baffled Badger batters. They would meet again in the District IV playoffs.6

The Badgers finally defeated Ohio State’s Pete Perini in the conference opener, 11–5, at the Middleton High School field. An overflow crowd saw the

Buckeyes win on Saturday, 9–7, in ten innings. Kipper took over from there. He shut out Northwestern and then blanked Purdue before 2,500 fans at windswept Ross-Ade Field.7 The following weekend Kipper beat Iowa on Friday night at Breese Stevens Field. Michigan led the Badgers by two games before they met for a two-game series at Breese Stevens Field, with a feud from the previous year’s forfeit and coach Ray Fisher’s disparaging comments smoldering. “When Michigan came back to us,” Fink recalled, “Dynie made it pretty clear that [beating them] was an important thing to him.”8

[image: Image: Thornton Kipper won eleven games in 1950, a single-season record. (UW–Madison Archives, S04516)]

Fisher did not participate in the customary pregame discussion of ground rules prior to Friday’s opener but twice protested the umpires’ calls. The Badgers swept Michigan, 4–3 and 7–6, in an emotionally charged series. In the opener Kipper pitched three perfect innings and the infield turned two double plays with the bases loaded. In the sixth inning, Elliott caught a fly ball to right field and threw a one-hop strike to Wilson for another double play. Michigan scored twice in the top of the eighth inning to take a 3–2 lead. Catcher Hal Morrill doubled over the right field wall and Bob Wolff smashed a Kipper pitch beyond the light pole in center field to score the lead run. The ball bounced over the fence for a ground-rule double to prevent a second run from scoring, prompting a Fisher protest. In the Wisconsin half of the inning, Shea singled and Furseth’s drive cleared the right-field wall to put runners on second and third. Bauer’s two-out triple to deep left field scored the winning runs.9


[image: Image: Breese Stevens Field hosted UW’s only College World Series team. (UW–Madison Archives, S12701)]

The teams met again at 9:30 Saturday morning in a game filled with tension and heroes. Radke started but walked four batters—two in a row to load the bases in the second inning. Mansfield pulled Radke and summoned Keating, who allowed two hits but ended the rally with a strikeout. With Wisconsin trailing, 5–2, in the fifth inning, Shea’s line drive to right center scored Evans when he tagged up following Morrison’s circus grab. With Wilson on first, Elliott and Furseth pumped successive doubles over the right-field wall, the second one scoring Wilson and Elliott with the tying runs. The Breese Stevens home field advantage had paid off again.

Michigan led, 6–5, in the tenth inning when Shea nailed Michigan’s Bob Fancet at home after fielding Fink’s high throw to first. Shea singled to lead off the Badger tenth, and pinch runner Mel Gaestel reached second on Elliott’s safe bunt. Furseth bunted past the pitcher to load the bases. Bauer’s hopper forced Gaestel at the plate, but Elliott scored when Ray Lenahan grounded to second and the throw home went wide. Keating, who pitched eight and one-third innings in relief, drove in Furseth on a fly ball to win the game. Wisconsin and Michigan were tied for first place. “When we got on the bus, we were really

the happiest guys you’ve ever seen,” Evans remembered. “We were singing, ‘My home is Madison, M-A-D-I-S-O-N.’”10

Playing under the lights at Minnesota’s new Delta Field, the Badgers built a 5–0 lead for Kipper, who allowed one hit through five innings but walked eight because of an unreliable curve ball. A 7–1 lead in the sixth narrowed to 7–6 in the eighth. With the Badgers up 8–6 in the ninth with the bases loaded, Wilson stole home to clinch a 9–8 victory. Radke relieved Kipper with two runs in and two runners aboard, and got the final two outs.11

Ed Keating once gave up ten runs in one inning in an intrasquad game and had a 0–4 record in 1949, but on May 27, 1950, he pitched the best game of his career when he shut out Minnesota, 2–0, to give Wisconsin (9–3) a share of the conference title. Keating allowed four singles in a performance that his teammates have not forgotten. “He did an excellent job,” Evans remembered. “The last out was a ground ball hit to me and everybody went bananas.” Wilson was the hitting hero. Mansfield flashed the hit-and-run sign, and Wilson lined a triple into the right field corner. Fink sped around from first to score. Mansfield then gave Wilson the steal sign. An instant later, Wilson stole home with a dusty headfirst slide. Mansfield called Wilson’s three-bagger one of the two most memorable plays in his coaching career.12

Wilson led the team in batting (.426) and stolen bases (17). He credits his big, broad-shouldered buddy Shea for his larcenous success. “If I got on first base, that gave me an opportunity to steal because the catcher couldn’t see what was going on,” Wilson said. “When I took off, Bob would swing away.”13 Shea joined Wilson and Kipper on the all-conference team.

Despite the Badgers’ four-game conquest, the NCAA District IV selection committee considered a Wisconsin-Michigan playoff game to determine the conference champion and the qualifier for the District IV regional tournament. Instead, the committee chose Wisconsin. “Since we had beaten [Michigan] twice, we always thought that we were the champions,” Fink said. On May 29, the Badgers accepted the invitation to the District IV regional tournament at East Lansing’s College Field. Michigan State, Western Michigan, and Ohio University rounded out the four-team field.14

At nine o’clock Friday morning, June 9, 1950, the Badgers’ eighteen-player squad boarded an eighty-six-minute chartered flight for the opening playoff game against Michigan State, arriving just in time for warm-up drills before the two o’clock start. Evans’s two-run triple, Elliott’s run-scoring triple, and RBI singles from Shea and Bauer put Wisconsin ahead, 5–3. Kipper relieved Keating in the fifth with the score 9–6. Shea’s three-run homer in the

seventh clinched a first-round win, 13–6. After hurling four and one-third scoreless innings on Friday, Kipper went the distance as the Badgers waited on Perman’s slow stuff to score a 4–1 victory over Ohio and punch their tickets to Omaha. Wilson and Kipper made the all-District IV team. Wisconsin’s victories came while many players wrote final examinations on the trip with the help of a university professor serving as proctor. “He told us, ‘Be honest, do the best you can,’” Radke recalled. “I had to take a physics exam, and I did all right.”15

College World Series

Defending NCAA champion Texas was favored to repeat (and did) while Wisconsin was expected to beat Colorado A&M. On Thursday June 15 at 8:15 p.m., Kipper faced southpaw Don Straub in the first College World Series game in Badger history.16 The small-town bulldog was now on the big stage at Rosenblatt Stadium; he fired fastballs and snapped off curves with precision on a blistering hot ninety-four-degree Omaha evening. Kipper coolly held the Aggies to one tainted tally and doubled to drive in a run before sweating out a two-run seventh inning. The Badgers won, 7–3. Kipper took congratulations and a rewarding shower. In the second round, Wisconsin would face Rutgers, who had upset Texas.17

The Badgers took a 3–0 lead in the first inning, but Rutgers pitcher Tom Foster blanked the Badgers the rest of the way. A mist became a steady rain, turning the infield to mud. The Badgers evidently tried to get the first five innings in as quickly as possible to make it an official game. “They got out of the groove and never got back into it,” wrote Monte McCormick. Wilson said later the Badgers were more concerned about Rutgers than the weather. Keating fidgeted, fiddled, and lost his command on the mucky mound. A bases-loaded walk cut the lead to 3–2. After Keating allowed a double and plunked a batter in the ribs, Mansfield brought in Radke, who walked in the tying run. “I was throwing well but missing by inches,” recalled Radke. Two run-scoring singles gave the Scarlet a 5–3 victory.18 Facing elimination, Mansfield called on Kipper to beat Alabama’s Frank Lary, who went on to a twelve-year major league career, seven as Wilson’s teammate with the Detroit Tigers. Kipper made quick work of the Crimson Tide with a victorious 3–1 three-hitter that lasted one hour and forty minutes and gave Wisconsin another shot at Rutgers.19

The Scarlet literally ran Wisconsin out of the tournament. Rutgers coach George Case, a six-time American League stolen-base leader for the Washington Senators, flashed the green light to his base runners, and the Scarlet eliminated

the Badgers, 16–2. “They were able to run successfully,” Wilson remembered. “It was a combination of our pitchers not being able to hold them on and us [getting] panicky because we couldn’t stop their running.” Wilson had a passed ball and committed one of eight Badger errors. Three pitchers walked eight Scarlet batters. Even when the Badgers hit the ball hard, Rutgers outfielders “cut off many solid wallops for easy outs that would have gone for hits against many other clubs.”20

[image: Image: The 1950 College World Series team. (Shelley Fink collection)]

The Badgers finished 19–9 (a school record for victories in a season), with a Big Ten co-championship, and a 2–2 record in the College World Series. “You always like to do better,” said Wilson, a third-team All-American. “Now, I look back at the accomplishment of playing in the Series as a feather in our cap. I don’t think about the losses as much as I do the good feeling about winning.”21

Wisconsin’s fourth-place finish marked the highest of any Big Ten team in tournament history. Kipper made second-team All-American with his 11–1 record and five conference wins. Teammates voted Evans their Most Valuable

Player.22 Wisconsin did it all on a budget of $15,256.02. Home games brought in only $1,868.47, requiring football or other cash reserves to pay most of the bill. Baseball coaches’ salaries totaled $4,330, according to athletic department figures. Mansfield and Wegner earned annual salaries of $7,000 and $5,000, respectively, as physical education professors.23

After their UW baseball careers Wilson and Evans signed with the Chicago White Sox. Wilson put in ten years as a major league catcher with the White Sox, Detroit Tigers, and Cleveland Indians. Evans played briefly for the Sox Class A team in Colorado Springs in 1950 and in June 1951 he graduated from the university and married his wife, Florence. Later that summer he joined the U.S. Army infantry and served at Fort Riley, Kansas, and Fort Benning, Georgia, before going to Korea. His first duty at Fort Riley was umpiring a regiment championship baseball game. “I never touched a baseball from then until March 1953.”24 Kipper bypassed a final season with the Badgers and signed with the Philadelphia Phillies organization. He pitched parts of three major league seasons for the Phillies (1953–55), having coached high school baseball at Fennimore in 1951. His pitching career ended in 1959, and he served as pitching coach at Lewis-Clark State College and at Phoenix’s Mount Pointe High School. Kipper died at Scottsdale, Arizona, in 2006.25

At the annual baseball banquet, the players awarded “Bear” Mansfield a trophy from “The Rockhead Champs,” a reference to one of the endearing labels the coach gave to players who made mental errors. Once, Gaestel tried to steal third base and was an easy out. When Mansfield questioned him, Gaestel blurted, “I thought . . .” Mansfield interrupted, “Don’t think—let me do the thinking. Every time you think, you hurt the ball club!” That became a Mansfield mantra throughout the 1950s.26

Dynamic Duo

In 1951 captain Shelley Fink—a product of Chicago’s Senn High School who accepted a $15 “scholarship” to pay the difference between nonresident tuition of $75 a semester and the $60 in-state cost—played his third infield position in three years. He then moved to second base to make room for a sophomore shortstop from Lutheran High School in Milwaukee named Harvey Edward Kuenn. Kuenn’s classmate Ron Unke lettered in three sports at Lutheran and became Wisconsin’s ace pitcher. Kuenn spent one semester at Luther College before enrolling at Wisconsin while Unke was a UW freshman in the fall of 1949. They played freshman basketball and then joined former Badger T. A. Cox’s freshman baseball team.


In a night practice game against the varsity, Kuenn was the hitting star, and Unke, a chunky right-hander with good stuff, shut out the eventual College World Series bunch for five innings. “T. A. Cox pitched me against Kipper,” Unke remembered. “Dynie wanted to see Jack Adams, another pitcher we had, and I wouldn’t go out.” Leading, 4–0, Unke reluctantly left the game and the freshmen lost, 5–4. “We were pretty cocky,” Unke said. “He wanted to knock us down a notch, and he did.”27

Kuenn and Unke had played on the Stars of Yesterday youth baseball teams in Milwaukee. It was Unke and future Badger Eddie Granitz—not Kuenn—who earned spots on the U.S. All-Stars and played the New York City All-Stars in the annual Hearst Newspapers game in August 1947 at New York’s Polo Grounds. Ray Schalk managed the team, and Honus Wagner was one of the coaches. “We practiced at Yankee Stadium,” Unke remembered, “and there were fifty scouts in the ballpark.” Unke played outfield and got two hits in the U.S. All Stars’ 13–2 victory in front of more than thirty-one thousand fans—including Babe Ruth. Lutheran High’s dynamic duo also played summer industrial-league baseball for Highway Beers and Tanner-Paull. They joined a varsity squad that sportswriters predicted was too young to win.28

Four easy wins on a spring trip to Memphis built confidence but taught some lessons. Kuenn hit a hot smash into the third baseman’s glove and walked to the bench. The third baseman dropped the ball and then threw out Kuenn, who got a tongue-lashing from Mansfield. Later, Unke and first baseman Ron Barbian stood under a pop fly and let it drop. Unke went the route in an 18–11 slugfest at Memphis State. “I’m not taking you out until you get the side out,” Mansfield growled. After the game, Mansfield told the three Milwaukee-bred boys, “We’re going to have a team whether you’re on it or not!”29

Unke and Barbian combined to beat Illinois, 2–0, at Breese Stevens Field. The game took one hour and twenty-four minutes, arguably the shortest nine-inning game in conference history. Barbian—who played in the 1949 Hearst all-star classic and worked out before the game with Casey Stengel’s Yankees—doubled twice, once over the right-field wall and once against it, to drive in both runs. Mansfield charged the mound and bear-hugged Unke after the last out. “Dynie almost knocked me on my keester,” recalled Unke. “That’s when I got to be number one on Friday.”30 (Teams played one conference game on Friday with their top pitcher and a doubleheader on Saturday.)

Unke shut out Northwestern, 5–0, before 2,400 fans on a Friday night at Breese Stevens Field. LaVern “Lefty” Andrews won on Saturday, 7–4. Kuenn got four hits, including the game-winner. Kuenn had a sore throat and fever and Barbian an injured shoulder when the team traveled to Iowa for two

games. Unke won, 9–1, but his scoreless streak ended at twenty-four and two-thirds innings. A 5–0 loss ended title hopes as Kuenn made four errors, thanks in part to a morning shower that delayed the game forty minutes while groundskeepers tried unsuccessfully to dry out the infield.31

In Unke’s sixth win of the season, Paul Furseth hit his ninth home run to set a UW single-season record. Furseth, who had grown up on a farm in Edgerton, Wisconsin, learned to hit using a homemade bat while his father pitched corn cobs against the barn door. With no high school team at Edgerton, Furseth played for the Edgerton Merchants of the Central Wisconsin League in 1944. The Merchants beat Elkhorn for the championship. Furseth joined the army in 1945 and played baseball while stationed in Guam. In 1946 Chicago Cubs scout Jack Sheehan wrote Furseth: “I have been informed that you have entered the service and am writing at this time to let you know that if you are interested in playing professional baseball upon your discharge, please contact my office and we will be glad to arrange for a trial with a view to placing you in our organization in the classification your ability calls for.”32 Nothing came of the offer, so Furseth enrolled at Wisconsin in 1947 and began his collegiate baseball career as a sophomore in 1949. “A good ballplayer, a good teammate, a good sense of humor,” remembered Wilson. “When the ball started going to the plate, you saw his eyes widen,” Fink added. The players chose Furseth as the 1951 Most Valuable Player.33 The Badgers settled for fourth place (5–5), thanks to a rainout and loss to Purdue on the final weekend, and a loss and tie with Indiana in April.34

Bonus Badger

In March 1952 Mansfield and Western Michigan baseball coach Charles H. Maher coached more than two hundred U.S. military service personnel in Special Services–sponsored baseball clinics held at Stateside Park in Tokyo and Lou Gehrig Stadium in Yokohama. The stateside clinic welcomed General Headquarters (GHQ) Naval personnel from the Tokyo area and Air Force personnel from throughout Japan. The Yokohama school included U.S. Army personnel from the Far East outside of GHQ, Navy personnel other than those eligible for the Tokyo school, and Air Force personnel outside Japan. They held coaches-only sessions in lecture halls, but anyone could watch outdoor clinics from the stands. “The school is designed to give the men attending a solid grounding in baseball tactics and techniques [and to] increase the level of baseball as played by the service teams throughout the area,” wrote SFC Clarkson Crume in the March 14, 1952, Pacific edition of Stars and Stripes. “The

increased athletic program in the armed forces, especially during the Olympic year, is steadily increasing the caliber of sports competition among the military. This school is another step in the proper direction.”35
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Assistant coach Fritz Wegner ran the team until Mansfield’s return on April 5. Because of rain and snow in Illinois, the Badgers did not play until April 11. A 5–0 southern trip included victories at Washington University in St. Louis, Monmouth, Illinois, and Memphis Naval Air Station.36 Unke won the league opener at Purdue in which the Badgers hit three consecutive triples. In a split at Indiana, Kuenn totaled seven hits, on his way to an MVP season as a first-team All-American and NCAA District IV shortstop.37

The Badgers started 11–1, best among District IV teams. Playoff talk subsided when Illinois spoiled the first game at the new Guy Lowman Field, beating Unke, 5–2. The next day, Ohio State outscored the Badgers, 25–12. The teams combined for thirty hits (twenty by Ohio) and twenty-three bases on balls. Wisconsin won the second game, 9–7. At Minnesota, All-Big Ten pitcher Paul Giel shut out the Badgers, 9–0. A split at Iowa put Wisconsin two games behind Illinois, with Michigan coming to town for the dedication of Guy Lowman

Field, located along the Mendota lakeshore on the west end of the campus. At the time, Kuenn led the league with a .402 average. “[Kuenn] hit everything anybody threw at him,” said freshman Jim Temp, now eligible because of the loss of upperclassmen to the Korean War draft.38

Wisconsin whipped Michigan in the first game, 11–0. Kuenn drove in six runs, scored three, and had four hits. Allen Suter pitched a five-hit shutout. Another win over Michigan and an Iowa victory over Illinois would give Wisconsin at least a share of the conference title. Raether led, 4–1, but Michigan tied the score in the fifth inning. Then Kuenn pulled a leg muscle, Wolff aggravated an ankle sprain, and Temp left the game after he was hit by a pitch. In the bottom of the seventh, Wolff’s bid for a game-winning home run was caught at the fence. A bases-loaded sacrifice fly gave Michigan a 5–4 lead in the tenth inning. John Jahnke’s single tied the score in the bottom half. In the eleventh, another sacrifice fly won the game for Michigan, whose 8–4 record tied Illinois (10–5) for the title on .667 percentages.39

The Badgers (9–6) finished third but opened the NCAA District IV playoffs against host Western Michigan at Kalamazoo. Suter, a Kalamazoo native, started the Friday opener. Mansfield tabbed Unke for the second game of the two-out-of-three series that began on Friday, May 30. Suter’s return did not have a “prodigal son” climax. Western Michigan wore the victory robe, 5–2. On Saturday, the Badgers won the second game, 5–4, thanks to Jim Szulczewski’s diving catch of Ron Jackson’s drive to right-center field with two outs and the tying run on second base. Unke led 5–0 in the ninth but allowed a two-run triple and a two-run double before Szulczewski’s grab. The third and deciding game followed as the second game of a doubleheader. Raether fell behind, 3–0, but the Badgers tied the game at 3–3 before rain prompted the umpires to call the game in the fourth inning. “Dynie was out there with water over his shoes, saying, ‘Let’s keep going,’” Unke recalled. “That killed us. That kept us from going to Omaha.” According to NCAA rules, the winner of the first game won the series if the teams were tied at one game apiece and the third game was not completed. One of Wisconsin’s best teams walked off Hyames Field, steps squishing and with equipment bags rattling from the sound of wooden bats as the players boarded the bus for home.40

Wisconsin was worthy of another College World Series berth. Kuenn batted .436 (.418 as the Big Ten batting champion) and led the Badgers in hits (48), runs batted in (29), runs (23), triples (9), doubles (8), and stolen bases (7), breaking conference records for total bases and triples that stood for more than ten years. He struck out only once all season. The team had five .300-plus hitters, and its thirty-three doubles, twenty-three triples, and thirty-four stolen bases

illustrate a balanced attack. Unke (6–2) and Suter (6–3) led a staff that allowed fewer hits than innings pitched and had a better than two-to-one ratio of strikeouts to walks. Untimely miscues and run-producing bases on balls were costly. Mansfield charted the number of walks that led to runs, and according to Unke, he “let you know about it.”41

Throughout the season, roommates Unke and Kuenn answered telephone calls day and night from major league scouts trying to sign Kuenn to a bonus contract. Mansfield told the Harvey hunters to submit sealed bids. “Dynie and Harvey opened up all the envelopes,” recalled Unke. The White Sox had outbid Detroit, but Kuenn went with the Tigers because they had just traded for thirty-three-year-old Johnny Pesky, a veteran shortstop nearing the end of his career. The White Sox had twenty-four-year-old Chico Carrasquel. “They talked it over and decided because of Carrasquel,” Unke remembered.42

Six days after the team voted Kuenn, a .382 career hitter at Wisconsin, its Most Valuable Player, he signed with the Tigers for a $55,000 bonus spread over three years. Under baseball’s revised bonus rule, Kuenn could report to a minor league club instead of immediately joining the Tigers. Kuenn played briefly for Davenport (Iowa) of the Three-I League and made his major league debut on September 6, 1952. Detroit News sportswriter Ken Williams called Kuenn’s signing a gamble, questioning his fielding ability at shortstop. The West Allis kid fooled Williams and other so-called experts, batting .325 in nineteen games and making only four errors in 105 chances at shortstop. In 1953 Kuenn started every game at shortstop, led the American League in at-bats and hits, batted .308, and won the league’s Rookie of the Year Award. He won the 1959 American League batting title, played in the 1962 World Series with the San Francisco Giants, and managed the Milwaukee Brewers to their only pennant in a professional baseball career that spanned thirty-six years. He was also involved in the controversial Kuenn-for-Rocky Colavito trade in April 1960 that is said to have put a curse on the Cleveland Indians, who have not won a World Series since 1948. Kuenn passed away in 1988 at age fifty-seven while with the Brewers in Arizona.43

Otto Puls, the Badgers’ new shortstop, was a quick, good-fielding, light-hitting homegrown product from Madison East. Known affectionately as “Otts” and easily recognizable as the scorekeeper with the white crewcut and official’s garb at every UW home basketball game, Puls twice led the team in runs scored and stolen bases. One of his proudest moments was a two-run single off Minnesota ace Paul Giel in 1953 that marked the first time Giel was ever taken out of a game in his collegiate career. Wisconsin won the game and finished 6–5 in the Big Ten. Small in stature and lacking power at the plate,

Puls made the starting lineup on hard work and hustle. A left-handed batter with good speed, Puls could drop bunts down the third-base line for a sacrifice or base hit. As leadoff hitter, Puls set the table for Temp, Gust Vergetis of Milwaukee, and team captain Tom Cooper of Appleton. “That would have been a firehouse team if Harvey had stayed,” Puls said. “If he hadn’t signed, he could have carried us,” Cooper added.44

On April 10, 1953, Unke pitched a no-hitter at Bradley. He struck out eight and allowed only three base runners. Temp and Jahnke homered to provide all five Badger runs. In a doubleheader sweep the next day, Suter fanned eleven in the opener. “Unke even got greedy,” wrote Jack Rosenberg of the Peoria Journal-Star. “Shifted from the mound, fortunately for Bradley, to left field, he kissed a three-run homer that broke up the second skirmish almost before it started.” Wisconsin won all eight games on its midwestern trip.45

Heavy rains forced the Badgers to play Purdue on a practice field, but they won both games anyway. A three-game series with Northwestern was lost because rain had turned their new home field into a pond. Eventually, the Badgers finished their home schedule using an all-grass diamond on one of the intramural fields with a temporary outfield fence.46 Guy Lowman Field was built below lake level and lacked a grandstand, toilet facilities, concessions, and adequate parking. “Everything that could inconvenience a spectator was there,” a former player said.

Unke shut out Ohio State and beat first-place Iowa on the makeshift field, but Wisconsin lost twice at Illinois before facing Giel, rallying from a 6–1 deficit to win, 10–6. In the eighth, an error and two singles filled the bases for Puls’s game-tying single to right. Unke pushed a bunt between Giel and third base to load the bases again. Temp doubled to left for two more runs, and another run scored when the Gopher left fielder missed a line drive. Vergetis, Barbian’s teammate on the 1949 Hearst U.S. All-Stars, drove in the ninth run with a sacrifice fly. A pennant drive ended when the Gophers blanked the Badgers, 4–0. Eventual national champion Michigan ended Unke’s seven-game win streak, and the Badgers finished 6–5.47

Against Michigan State, Cooper homered and threw out a base stealer. An impressed Phillies scout signed him to a contract. “They must have thought I was Carly Wagner,” said Cooper, referring to his capable backup. Cooper earned eight varsity letters in basketball, football, and track at Appleton High School and won the American Legion Athlete award for excellence in athletics, scholarship, and leadership. After his Badger career, Cooper served in the U.S. Air Force, receiving pilot’s wings, and earned a master’s degree in education from Northern Colorado. He played three minor league seasons before moving

to Arizona, where he taught English and physical education and coached baseball and football for twenty-two years. He passed away on September 29, 2014, at Glendale, Arizona, at the age of eighty-three.48

Unke signed with the Columbus Red Birds, the St. Louis Cardinals top farm club, but he never made the majors. He pitched three seasons for five teams and retired in 1956 because of elbow tendonitis, an injury that is now reparable through so-called Tommy John surgery (ulnar collateral ligament reconstruction). Unke continued to play semipro baseball in the Milwaukee area and taught at his alma mater Lutheran High School for forty-one years—thirty-six as baseball coach and twenty-two as football coach. He is a member of the Wisconsin Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame and the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame.49

Ron Barbian, a Milwaukee Pulaski High School product, led the 1953 Badgers with a .358 average and signed with the Philadelphia Phillies for $3,000 (which he spent on a wedding ring for his wife, Maryellen) but played only thirty games for minor league clubs in Bradford, Pennsylvania, and Granby, Quebec. Barbian said the French-speaking province was a good baseball town with a beautiful stadium, but Bradford needed a first baseman. In 1954 Barbian batted .306 and hit eighteen home runs for the Baltimore Orioles’ Class D Ada (Oklahoma) farm club in the Sooner State League. “I enjoyed Ada,” he remembered. “[But] the facilities were awful. We had two showers for the whole team.” He reached the AA level at Oklahoma City and was batting .393 and was told he would play there for some time. The day after his wife arrived, he was sold to Charlotte, North Carolina. While waiting for the plane, Barbian decided to abandon the minor league life and traded his ticket for a flight home. He taught physical education at Greendale High School for thirty-two years, coached boys basketball for twenty-three years (winning five conference titles) and girls tennis for twelve years. Barbian played with Kuenn on Tex Belich’s Highway Beers team and stood up at Kuenn’s wedding. In 2014 he joined Unke as a member of the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame. Barbian died on March 21, 2016.50

Eight Straight

The 1954 Badgers won eight straight Big Ten games but missed a conference title when Billy Mansfield, the Badger coach’s youngest son, saved the game that clinched the championship for the Michigan State Spartans. After a May 22 doubleheader sweep at Minnesota, the Badgers were tied for the conference lead, pending the outcome of MSU’s finale against Ohio State. A brawl started

after Buckeye shortstop Howard “Hopalong” Cassady spiked the Spartans first baseman, whose replacement, Bob Williams, went on to sock two homers. A rattled Cassady made four subsequent errors. Mansfield pitched a scoreless eighth inning, and the Spartans (11–3) copped the title by a half-game over the Badgers (10–3). “Dynie gets on the phone,” Puls remembered. “We’re eating dinner in Eau Claire, and he says, ‘Boys, I’ve got some bad news. My son just cost us a Big Ten championship.’”51

The championship might have been decided earlier. The Spartans had come to Guy Lowman Field on Saturday April 24, but a sudden heavy rain washed out the second half of a scheduled twin bill. The teams went to a 3–3 tie after thirteen innings in the first game, during which Temp made twenty-one putouts at first base.52 At the time, teams did not make up games, even if they affected the conference race. The day before the Michigan State game, senior Hal “Bud” Raether lost the conference opener to Michigan, 1–0. Raether lost his first two conference games by close margins but rallied for a 3–3 mark and earned team MVP honors. Following Raether’s outstanding career at Lake Mills High School, the Philadelphia Athletics’ owner-manager Connie Mack came to the rural southern Wisconsin community in his famous coat, bowtie, and top hat to see Raether pitch. “He sat in the dugout. I was out in front of the dugout, throwing,” recalled Raether. Afterward Mack said, “I understand that you want to go to school. We’d be prepared to send you to any school you’d like to go to,” provided that Raether signed a contract. Mack recommended Duke, but Raether wanted to stay closer to home and chose Wisconsin.53

Wisconsin’s number-two pitcher, sophomore Sheldon Rusch shut out Ohio State, 1–0, at Columbus on April 30. Third baseman Dick Hrlevich drove in the only run, and Puls gloved “Hopalong” Cassady’s line drive and threw to Hrlevich for a game-ending double play. Rusch, a skinny farm boy from the tiny Fox River Valley community of Fremont, Wisconsin, came to the university to play baseball and started for three varsity seasons. Rusch pitched three two-hitters in his Badger career but said his toughest loss came in 1953 when he pitched for New London and lost a thirteen-inning Home Talent League game to the Menasha Jays, 3–2. “I still dream about that game because I wanted to beat them so bad,” Rusch said. “I lay on the floor of the bus all the way home. It was awful.”54 In 1951 Rusch pitched, yes, another two-hitter to put New London High School in the state tournament. In his first Badger victory, Rusch recalled Jim Temp spearing a grounder at first base and feeding him a low throw while he covered the bag. After the batter stepped on Rusch’s back, Temp lifted the Bradley player by his uniform shirt and said, “Don’t you ever

do that again.” Rusch had a 4–0 record in 1954 and was one of the team’s six .300 hitters. His ninety-two-minute shutout of Illinois was Wisconsin’s fifth win in six games. At a UW athletics fundraiser held at the Field House in 2002, assistant coach Fritz Wegner greeted Rusch with the downward arm motion that defined Rusch’s curve ball delivery. “My son says, ‘Dad, you’ve got to get the license plate.’” Rusch’s best pitch was his curve ball, and his Wisconsin license plate still reads “CRVBALL.”

The 1954 club also had power to spare. They trounced Bradley, 26–3, with Temp and Jack Nowka each hitting two home runs. Before the Minnesota trip, the Badgers crushed Iowa, 21–4. The top five batters in the order—Puls, Gaestel, Ron Locklin, Temp, and Vergetis—got twenty-two of the team’s twenty-eight hits and drove in fifteen runs. The Badgers (8–3–1) confidently traveled to Minneapolis to face Giel with a conference title in sight.55

Giel was seeking his twentieth career win and a large “bonus baby” contract. A record 3,825 fans attended his final performance in Gopher flannels. Giel had allowed one-and-a-half runs a game and averaged a strikeout per inning. The Badgers struck out twelve times but rapped eleven hits and won, 5–3. Carly Wagner hit a two-run homer, and Puls had two hits and scored two runs. When Mansfield went out to check on an injured Gaestel and remove him from the game, he barked, “Rusch, you gotta have it now!” Rusch pitched another two-hitter to win the second game, 7–1.56

Now the Badgers awaited the outcome of the second Michigan State–Ohio State game. Billy Mansfield got the call in the eighth inning with the score tied. The first batter struck a long drive to right-center field (“Oh, God, that’s out of here,” Mansfield thought) that was caught at the fence. In the Spartans’ half of the extra inning (teams played seven-inning games in doubleheaders), center fielder Bob Powell’s bloop single won the game.57

Would the Badgers have won the title if the weather had held up on April 24? Would Billy Mansfield have helped his dad win a third conference title? Although he got scholarship offers from Wisconsin, Michigan State, Iowa, and UCLA, the two Mansfields decided it was best if Billy went elsewhere. “It would have been a tough thing for both of us, I think,” Billy said in 2011. He recalls Minnesota fans razzing him from the stands, “How come you don’t play for your dad?” On his father’s legacy, Billy said, “He never stopped learning. He went to spring training and checked out Arizona and Arizona State to pick up situational tips.” Billy, a one-time Badger batboy, remembered, “He just had quality people who played the game the right way. They were good guys to be around, and it was a great time to grow up in Madison.”58 Mansfield taught

in northern California for many years and was still a part-time educator at Stanford University at Palo Alto, California, until shortly before his death from liver disease in 2012.
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Raether received the team MVP award at the annual baseball banquet based on a 6–4 record that included three losses in which he allowed a total of four runs. Raether signed with the Philadelphia Athletics but pitched only two

innings in 1954. With an ROTC commission from the University of Wisconsin, Raether served as a military police officer for nearly two years, beginning in June 1955. “We policed the base and formed an honor guard company for dignitary visits,” Raether recalled. “I was [also] in charge of the stockade for low-security prisoners.” Raether’s post at Fort Monroe, Virginia, did not have a baseball team, and he could not transfer to one that did because of military concerns about service personnel who did little more than play baseball. “I am sure that if we cut orders on you,” an officer told Raether, “there would be an investigation.” Raether did not touch a baseball for two years. He pitched two innings for the Athletics in 1957, was optioned to Little Rock, and called it a career.59

Meanwhile, athletic director Guy Sundt spoke at the banquet of future improvements to Guy Lowman Field, which already had a reinforced infield and base lines and an improved drainage system. “We plan to have a grandstand of some kind when we are able, and I’m sure the field will be one of the finest in the Big Ten.” The project never came about: Sundt died of a heart attack in March 1955; football coach Ivan B. Williamson succeeded Sundt and, in November 1958, told the Board of Regents that UW’s athletic plant was the “worst in the Big Ten.” At a meeting to approve funding and construction for the first unit of a new Natatorium, Williamson said permanent seating for baseball and track was a top priority, along with renovations to the Camp Randall Stadium track and press box. However, other projects, including the future expansion of the football stadium, eventually pushed seating at Guy Lowman Field off the list.60

Barracks and Buck(eye)s

Jim Temp captained the 1955 squad and played a few games at third base so that Wayne “Knobby” Kelliher, a Madison Central product, could play first base with Carly Wagner catching. Wisconsin dropped its opening games against Danny Litwhiler’s Florida State Seminoles but won five games at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Mississippi, to end a 6–2 southern trip. Kelliher recalled, “We stayed in a Quonset hut with a metal roof, and I heard what sounded like raindrops. It turned out it was the humidity, and we played that day.” Milwaukee sophomore Bill Rubin, who grew up playing sandlot baseball and set a school record with eight straight hits in 1955, homered in the first game. Wagner had six hits in a doubleheader. Headlines told fans that Wisconsin posed the biggest threat to defending champion Michigan State.61

Then the season started. The Spartans pounded out twenty-two hits off Rusch and two relievers, and won, 14–8, at East Lansing. A double loss at

Michigan and injuries to shortstop Jim Schultz (sprained ankle) and center fielder Ron Locklin (pulled muscle) followed. On April 29, Ohio State bucked the Badgers, 14–5, and got real bucks for their trouble—ten and twenty dollar bills from boosters and team personnel. “They were paying a lot of their players,” recalled Temp, who earned room, board, and tuition money in the kitchen of St. Paul’s Catholic Chapel on campus and was grateful for the five dollars he got from home each week (“In those days, you could buy a couple of pizzas and a couple of beers for five bucks”). With little or no scholarship money available throughout the 1950s, other Badgers paid their own way, working in restaurants or residence halls.62

A 9–2 win at Northwestern turned the season around. John Aehl—a left-hander from Milwaukee Messmer who won five games in 1955—beat Notre Dame, Purdue, Minnesota, and Iowa in succession, and the Badgers won six of their last eight games. The 16–12 season closed with Rusch’s 12–0 shutout of Great Lakes Naval Station and Aehl’s 2–1 road win over the Kenosha Chiefs minor league club.63 Temp earned four varsity letters in football and baseball, a silver medal playing on the U.S. baseball team in the Pan American Games, and the Wisconsin Athlete of the Year award. He remained disappointed that Wisconsin failed to win a Big Ten baseball title in his four years, citing a lack of pitching depth.64

Carlyle Wagner of Kansasville, Wisconsin, earned team MVP honors with a .386 average (.352 in Big Ten play) and a team-leading nine doubles and twenty-seven RBIs, tying Temp and Nowka for the home run lead with three. He joined Schultz on the All-Big Ten and NCAA District IV teams. Wagner signed with the Detroit Tigers and reached Class AA Birmingham, batting .266 in five minor league seasons.65 A successful business executive in the Cincinnati area and neighbor of fellow Badger Jim O’Toole, Wagner passed away in June 2010 at age seventy-six.

Pat McCormick never had the chance to catch for the Badgers. Mansfield did not believe he had the tools to play regularly, and in 1955 McCormick skipped the spring trip with a sore shoulder and concentrated on his medical studies. McCormick recalled that Mansfield ignored him when he returned so he quit the team, a decision he regretted. McCormick played amateur baseball for Rochester of the Minnesota State Amateur League while taking his residency at Mayo Clinic. He became a cardiologist and continues to practice in Orland Park, Illinois.66

Wisconsin returned a strong team in 1956. Aehl and Rusch were back, along with West Allis Hale teammates Jim Schultz and Dick Hrlevich at shortstop and third base. In 1955 Hrlevich led Big Ten third baseman in fielding and

batted .333. In high school, he batted .545 in 1951 and .517 in 1952, missing the Suburban Conference batting championship each year by one point. Playing summer baseball in Milwaukee, Hrlevich won two batting titles and missed another by one hit.67

[image: Image: Dick Hrlevich scores the winning run against Purdue. (Wisconsin Historical Society, ID 86589)]

Perhaps the most significant event of Hrlevich’s life was taking a line drive in the mouth during a preseason practice in the gym annex, where a canvas curtain protected players from batted baseballs. “Guys not hitting played pepper games on the other side,” Hrlevich recalled. “One day, there was a six-inch split in the canvas. The ball knocked me down and knocked my teeth out. I saw nothing but stars.” What was in the stars was his marriage to Nancy Gunderson, a hygienist in the dental office at University and Park Streets. “He looked so pathetic, that’s probably why I fell in love with him,” said Nancy.68 The couple married in 1956 after Hrlevich’s senior season, in which Wisconsin won twenty games for the first time in history.
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Bonus Baby

1956–1961

As a fifth-grader, John Stephen DeMerit set a 100-yard-dash record at the annual Port Relays. Certainly his father, the Port Washington High School track coach and athletic director Sam DeMerit, was proud, but the kid was just getting started. John earned sixteen letters as a Port Pirate—four each in baseball, football, basketball, and track. As a senior, he was the starting quarterback and kicking specialist, the Braveland Conference scoring leader in basketball, a state record holder in the 220-yard dash and the 880 relays, with two broad-jump titles, and he was the starting pitcher against champion Kaukauna at the 1953 state baseball tournament.1

DeMerit worked out with the Milwaukee Braves in the summer of 1954 but chose a college education over a Class D contract. “My dad wanted me to be an engineer,” said DeMerit, who enrolled at Wisconsin but switched majors from engineering to physical education and recreation. The only scholarship offer came from basketball coach “Bud” Foster. “Otherwise,” DeMerit said, “I would have gone to a state college.” Expected to compete with Walter “Bunk” Holt to replace Jim Temp at first base when practice began at the new Camp Randall Memorial Shell in February 1956, DeMerit became the regular right fielder.2

“DeMerit had an absolute cannon for an arm,” said Wayne “Knobby” Kelliher, who applied the tag when DeMerit threw out the potential winning run against Michigan State in 1956. “The ball just hopped off his bat,” Kelliher added. “But he never showed emotion to make anyone else look bad.” DeMerit also ran bases faster than anyone else. “He just got faster and faster,” said center fielder Bill Rubin. “You could see him running like a deer. To me, he was just a wonderful athlete.” Hrlevich said DeMerit got the nickname “Thumper” because of his running style. “When he ran, it sounded like his feet would thump,”

he recalled. “It was very unusual to hear thump-thump-thump-thump, but that’s what it sounded like.”3

Another sound associated with DeMerit was the crack of a home run. He hit five on the spring trip, but he almost did not get the chance to go because of Sheldon Rusch’s curve ball. “I used to throw batting practice to the team because I could get the ball over the plate,” said Rusch. “I threw [DeMerit] a curve and he missed it. He missed five or six in a row. Dynie wasn’t going to take him on the trip. Knobby talked him out of it.”4 Well, almost. After hearing out Kelliher and assistant coach “Fritz” Wegner, Mansfield took DeMerit and infielder Carl Tyggum aside and said, “Neither one of you deserve to go but I have to take another player.” Mansfield flipped a coin and said to DeMerit, “You’re goin’,” and to Tyggum, “You’re stayin’.”5

Rusch opened the Florida State tournament with a ten-strikeout, 3–2 victory over Illinois. The Badgers lost the next night when Seminole shortstop Dick Howser (future major league player and manager) and outfielder Lee Corso (Florida State’s quarterback and interception leader as a defensive back and later Indiana University football coach and an ESPN college football analyst) produced the winning runs. DeMerit homered and drove in five runs in George Schmid’s 10–0 win over West Virginia, and the Badgers socked a school-record six home runs in routing Brown University. The Badgers beat Notre Dame to reach the championship bracket against Florida State.6

John Aehl had a shutout for seven innings, and DeMerit’s fourth homer in four days drove in two of Wisconsin’s three runs. In the eighth, Aehl allowed a home run and two hits before Rubin muffed Corso’s pop fly to short center. With two outs in the ninth, FSU’s Carlee Hendrix singled to right field; pinch runner Ham Bisbee raced for third; DeMerit threw an apparent strike to Hrlevich, but Schultz cut off the throw. A pinch single tied the score and Hendrix scored the winning run when the ball eluded Rubin in center field.7

Teammates tell different versions of the play at third base. Hrlevich yelled to Schultz, “Cut three, cut three!” “It was a great throw and I thought it was going to give me a bad hop,” Hrlevich recalled. Schultz could not get the ball out of his glove and threw to Hrlevich an instant late. Aehl recalled that DeMerit’s throw had the runner nailed and that Mansfield should have changed pitchers. “He had a strong feeling about a pitcher being taken out of a game,” recalled Aehl. “If I had been coach, I would have taken me out because it was obvious I was struggling.”8

DeMerit socked his fifth homer, and Schmid, a sophomore from Oconomowoc, beat Notre Dame to place the Badgers third in the tournament. Chicago Tribune sportswriter Joe Mooshil called Wisconsin a dark horse in the Big Ten

race: Ohio State, Minnesota, and Michigan State were the favorites. The Buckeyes had shortstop and 1955 Heisman Trophy winner Howard “Hopalong” Cassady and 6′7″, 240-lb. slugger Frank Howard (“He looked like he was holding a twenty-four-inch bat,” Hrlevich remembered), who went on to play fourteen major league seasons. Minnesota won eleven preseason games, and Michigan State pitchers included future major leaguers Ron Perranoski and Dick Radatz.

[image: Image: John DeMerit adds to the Badger lead, 1956. (Arthur M. Vinje photo, John DeMerit collection)]

Wisconsin opened the Big Ten schedule at Minnesota, beating the eventual national champions, 6–4. Wintery weather forced the groundscrew to use a flamethrower to dry out the diamond. DeMerit and Rubin could see a batted ball draw its path in the snow. The first four Badgers got hits and scored runs in Rusch’s victory, and Aehl followed with a 2–0 shutout at Iowa. Michigan State came to Guy Lowman Field the following Friday for the Big Ten home opener. DeMerit homered in the sixth and nailed a runner at the plate in the tenth inning. Shortstop Earl Morrall—an All-American quarterback who had a twenty-year NFL career—hit a thirteenth-inning homer and won the game with a three-run bomb two innings later. Wisconsin lost the third-longest game in its history, 11–6.9


[image: Image: Bob Torresani is greeted after a homer against Northwestern. (Wisconsin Historical Society, ID 92302)]

DeMerit finally went hitless at Ohio State against future major league pitcher and pitching coach Galen Cisco, who beat Aehl with his own two-run home run. Rusch’s four-hitter and DeMerit’s homer won the opener at Indiana, but the Hoosiers beat Schmid, 5–4, with a two-run rally. “You’re just young kids playing baseball,” Schmid said of the defeat. “There is some remorse if you blow a game that you should have won but get over it pretty quick at that age.” And they did. Bob Torresani, a 5′7″, 154-lb. infielder from Wisconsin Rapids had launched a 380-foot homer in the first of two home wins against Northwestern, starting a seven-game winning streak.10

The Badgers finished third with an 8–4 conference record. A twenty-win season remained a possibility when they traveled to Western Michigan: DeMerit tripled and hit a mammoth home run over the right-center field fence, Rubin added a two-run single in a 10–6 win, and win number twenty came on Memorial Day, May 30, 1956. Mansfield pulled Norb Schachte, the Big Ten ERA leader, for Schmid with Wisconsin trailing, 2–0, in the third inning. Jack Nowka singled to break a 2–2 tie, and Schmid added a two-run single in a 5–2 victory.11


In late May, a Wisconsin State Journal article called DeMerit a “sure fire professional prospect.” He won team MVP honors with a .349 batting average, thirty-seven runs batted in, and a school record of twelve home runs. “It was news to me when it happened,” DeMerit said of the record. DeMerit’s teammates now expected him to make the majors. “He just had all the tools,” said Schmid, who remains good friends with DeMerit and left fielder Ron Nieman. “We all assumed that with his talent that he was going to be a good professional baseball player.”12

Captain Elwood “Jack” Nowka missed almost the entire season with a fractured ankle suffered on the spring trip. In 1952 Nowka hopped a train with a trunk of belongings, a few bucks in his pocket, and left Dearborn, Michigan, for Madison, Wisconsin, to play football and baseball. He had been playing at Alma College, a Methodist liberal arts school, when a Mansfield connection led him to Badgerland. In three seasons, Nowka never took a called third strike, winning a steak dinner bet from assistant coach Gene Calhoun.

Nowka coached the junior varsity in 1957 and served in the Air Force in Korea and Japan through 1959. In 1962 he became head baseball coach at Eastern Mexico University. Between seasons, he held summer baseball camps in Colorado Springs while working for Xerox and then he transferred to Madison and held neighborhood baseball clinics. In 1969 he served as assistant UW baseball coach and directed the intramural sports department until 1977. In 1996 a right-side stroke left Nowka partially paralyzed. He lost the use of his left arm and had both legs amputated because of related peripheral vascular problems. Nowka died on March 12, 2013, at age eighty.13

Plane Fright

In the summer of 1956 DeMerit, Schmid, and Nieman played in the NCAA-sanctioned South Dakota Basin League to gain experience playing with professionals and other college prospects. Scouts followed DeMerit throughout the 1957 season, which almost never got off the ground after the team left Arizona. “We almost got killed out there,” recalled Rubin about the Badgers’ return flight following a 9–1 spring trip that included five wins in six games over Arizona State, which had won twelve of fourteen games and averaged eleven runs per game leading up to the Badger series. DeMerit had three triples in one game, one of them a 430-foot drive.

The opening games dictated the rest of the trip. DeMerit and Nieman had three hits each in an 8–2 win, and sophomore Jim O’Toole pitched a three-hitter and won, 13–2. DeMerit hit a two-run homer, but his bat never touched

the ball again. Arizona State coach Bobby Winkles ordered three consecutive intentional walks. Arizona pitchers tried another strategy—plunking DeMerit twice—but Schmid socked a three-run homer in a 14–7 win that ended the trip.

The Badgers planned to return home Wednesday so they could work out before Friday’s Big Ten opener against Iowa at Guy Lowman Field. The chartered flight aboard a DC-3 borrowed from Purdue University was delayed because of weather. “That may cost us the Big Ten championship,” Mansfield fumed. The team left Thursday, and the plane flew into a funnel cloud over Grand Island, Nebraska. “The plane was less than five hundred feet off the ground when the wind hit us,” Rubin recalled. The pilot held the throttle with white-knuckle tightness to prevent the wobbling plane from turning an aeronautic somersault. “The plane came in sideways,” Aehl remembered. “I realized how close we were to crashing.” O’Toole—taken out of the rotation for being one minute late for curfew—recalled Mansfield telling the players that it was just some turbulence. “It’s all in your head!” he said. According to O’Toole, the head was where Mansfield and several players went after getting sick from the “turbulence.”14

George Moriarty, the Detroit Tigers scout who signed Harvey Kuenn, recommended O’Toole to Mansfield. Kelliher caught O’Toole in the gym annex and told the coach, “If he wants to come here, you’d better grab him.” A standout football player in the top 10 percent of his class at Leo High School on Chicago’s south side, O’Toole wanted to attend Wisconsin, but high school administrators discouraged him from attending a non-Catholic college or university. That summer, O’Toole played in a church league with future Badger teammate Jim Lesniak and then in the fall attended Wilson Junior College in Chicago. When he got the grades to enroll at Wisconsin, O’Toole joined the freshman baseball team in 1956 and beat the varsity. In his first start, O’Toole pitched a one-hitter at Great Lakes Naval Station. He paid his own tuition in his two years at Wisconsin, working as a houseboy at Newman Center and St. Paul’s Catholic Chapel. “I answered phones and drove five priests to the VA hospital.” O’Toole said Calhoun made him a better pitcher and had the tools to be a major league pitching coach.15

Aehl and DeMerit got the headlines in the Wisconsin State Journal the day of the Iowa game as the “Mound Rifle” and “Siege Gun” of the Badgers. In Arizona, Aehl had won two games and DeMerit batted .553, knocking in twelve runs. Kelliher batted .457 with a team-leading sixteen RBIs; Holt batted .400 and drove in eleven runs. “We really played well in the South,” Holt, a career .308 hitter, remembered. “We’d come back to Madison and things would happen.”16


What happened this time was a rush from the airport to the ballpark, arriving barely in time for warm-ups. “The Badgers arrived in Madison shortly after 10:30 a.m. Friday morning,” wrote the Wisconsin State Journal’s Monte McCormick, “and it was evident from the start that they were drained of much of their drive.” A ninth-inning rally could not overcome All-Big Ten pitcher Dan Dobrino’s twelve strikeouts in a 3–1 Iowa victory that drew fifteen hundred fans. Aehl said Dobrino had more to do with the loss than the trip home. “You’re always trying,” said Aehl. “You look listless because you don’t get a hit. It’s not because you’re not trying.” Schmid and O’Toole lost at Minnesota the next day, and this talented team was suddenly out of the Big Ten race. “We were devastated,” Holt recalled. “We had visions of winning the whole thing.”17

The Badgers won two of three on their Michigan–Michigan State trip.18 Worse yet, rain washed out a three-game home stand. With no makeups, the Badgers desperately needed a win at Northwestern. Instead, the eventual champion Wildcats—who capitalized on rainouts to win the title with a 5–2 record on a .714 percentage—won, 5–3.

DeMerit homered against Michigan and Notre Dame, and planned to sign a contract within two weeks after the Big Ten finale at Illinois on May 25. “I have talked with a few scouts and I intend to talk with others later,” DeMerit said, though he would not necessarily take the biggest offer. With the Milwaukee Braves looking for a left fielder who could bat higher than .200, signing with the eventual world champions was a possibility.19

Two excruciating losses at Illinois—2–1 in extra innings and 1–0 in regulation—led to a 3–7, ninth-place record. Holt said opening losses and the pressure on DeMerit after his Arizona performance affected the team. “The telephone calls, the stands full of scouts. It was just too much for him and the team to handle.” DeMerit batted .382, but he hit just four home runs with seventeen runs batted in; Kelliher led the team with twenty-three RBIs.

On Sunday, May 26, 1957, Milwaukee Braves Midwest scout Ed Dancisak came to the Port Washington home of Sam DeMerit, and John signed a $100,000, five-year bonus contract with Braves general manager John Quinn and farm director John Mullen looking on. “I know my dad thought it was more money than he would make in a lifetime,” DeMerit recalled. “I gave [him] $25,000 to buy a house.” A week later, DeMerit worked out with the Braves and ordered a bat thirty-four inches long that weighed thirty-four ounces—the same size Mickey Mantle used. “That kid has a chance to become one of the really great hitters in baseball,” Dancisak said. “What’s more, he’s real fast and can become an excellent base runner. He’s got a fine arm and I sincerely believe he can help our club right now.” Manager Fred Haney recalled,

“He’s a big fellow and I like the way he moves.” Mansfield believed that DeMerit could help the Braves because of his excellent arm, terrific speed, and ability to hit the long ball. “I don’t think there’s any question that John can make it in the majors,” Mansfield said. “He’d be an asset to any club he’s with.”20

[image: Image: John DeMerit receives the 1957 team MVP award from Sam Corona. George Schmid, coach Mansfield, and Ron Nieman look on. (Wisconsin Historical Society, ID 95992)]

DeMerit completed his final exams on June 14 and reported to the Braves four days later. (Under the Bonus Rule, any amateur free agent signed for more than $4,000 went directly to the major league club.) As a pinch hitter in his first major league game, DeMerit singled to center field off New York Giants’ slowball artist Stu Miller at Milwaukee County Stadium with several Badger teammates on hand. “Since I hadn’t seen him before, I probably had an advantage,” DeMerit said of Miller, who gave the Braves fits over the years. DeMerit recalled his teammates “falling over on the bench” when he got the hit. With an injury to Bill Bruton in early July, DeMerit started five games in center field but struggled at the plate. The Braves had tried to obtain veteran sluggers prior to DeMerit’s arrival and instead brought up Bob “Hurricane” Hazle and Wes Covington from the minors. Haney moved Henry Aaron to center field and DeMerit to the bench.21 In thirty-three games, DeMerit batted thirty-four

times, collected five hits, and scored eight runs. In game three of the 1957 World Series, DeMerit pinch-ran for catcher Del Rice with 45,804 fans in attendance. The Braves won the Series in seven games for Milwaukee’s only world championship.22

Aehl signed with the Washington Senators for $4,000 and pitched for Elmira of the New York–Pennsylvania League in the summer of 1957. The following year, he won eleven games for the Durham Bulls. In 1959 Aehl finished his career with the Fox Cities Foxes under manager Jack McKeon. “I quit because I decided that if I were going to make the major leagues, I would not make it big,” Aehl said. “I was married, had one child, and it was time to get to work.” And work he did, in virtually every department of the Wisconsin State Journal—from police reporter to the city desk to entertainment critic—for forty-two years.23

The Quiet All-American

The University of Wisconsin baseball team produced three first-team All-Americans. Harvey Kuenn (1952) and Rick Reichardt (1964) had successful major league careers. The third selection, Ron Nieman, devoted his post-UW career to high school teaching, coaching, and athletic administration at Sheboygan North, De Forest, and Monona Grove for more than thirty years. Since then, Nieman has lived with the effects of five strokes but has fond memories of his UW baseball career.

Nieman and George Schmid were teammates at Oconomowoc High School and Wisconsin co-captains in 1958. Each won three varsity letters in baseball. Schmid led the Badgers with eight wins, including a perfect game against Glenview Naval Air Station in which he recorded eighteen strikeouts. Nieman batted .327 with a team-leading twenty-three runs batted in. In Wisconsin’s opening win at the Florida State tournament, Nieman socked a three-run homer (“Hey!!” Nieman responded with a thumbs-up when recalling the moment). Schmid beat West Virginia but lost an elimination game to Florida State.

Before heading north, the Badgers took three games from Maxwell Air Force Base at Montgomery, Alabama. Sophomore Bill Richards missed a perfect game on an infield hit, and Schmid’s perfecto came six days later in a 16–0 rout.24 Even so, Mansfield said, “We’ll be lucky to stay out of the cellar. Our defense is not solid, we don’t throw well and we have only one really good pitcher.”25 Schmid (2–2) had struck out thirty-nine and walked just three that spring.


One of the team’s better performances may have been in the form of a practical joke. When the Badgers practiced indoors, assistant coach Fritz Wegner called the pitches standing behind the pitcher. A batter could not take a called strike. “If you took a strike, you had to run a lap carrying your baseball bat,” recalled Ward A. “Marty” Johnson, a third baseman from suburban Chicago. “I moaned about his strike call and Dynie threw me out of practice.” The team held a post-practice skull session at the Education Building. Johnson had returned to his fraternity house and put on a plaid hat, a trench coat, and sunglasses, and carried a cane. He entered the meeting room and sat in the back. When players and Mansfield discovered it was Johnson, everyone broke up laughing.26

At Iowa, Schmid earned a ten-inning victory when Lesniak scored shortstop Bill Mallatt with a single. The next day, Minnesota hit five home runs and eight doubles in a doubleheader sweep of the Badgers. “Those guys hit the ball so hard,” Mallatt remembered. “They just killed our pitching. I played out on the grass and made a couple of throws that bounced to first base because I couldn’t throw that far.”27 Schmid defeated two ace pitchers in his next two outings. Michigan lefty John Herrnstein, a third-generation Wolverine and a fullback on the football team who had a brief major league career, faced Schmid at Guy Lowman Field in a one-hour, forty-five-minute classic. Herrnstein homered off Schmid to tie the game, 3–3, in the top of the seventh. Schmid’s homer off Herrnstein in the bottom half and another tally put Wisconsin ahead, 5–3. Michigan scored once in the ninth and left the tying run on third base. The Badger win knocked the Wolverines out of first place. At Ohio State, Schmid beat future Detroit Tiger pitcher Ron Nischwitz, 7–1. The Badgers won their last five to finish 8–7 in the league, several floors from the cellar that Mansfield had warned about. “He did that on purpose so we could sneak up on people,” Mallatt said. “He was an old fox that way.”28

Nieman made the NCAA District IV all-star team and won the Badgers’ MVP award, batting .378 in fifteen Big Ten games and leading the conference in runs batted in. Look magazine and Coca-Cola named Nieman a first-team All-American. Catcher Ed Cannon of Chicago led the team with a .370 batting average and Mallatt (.321 in the Big Ten) led the league with eight stolen bases. “Take walking leads and get a great jump,” Mallatt said of his technique. “[Dynie] let me run on my own.”29

Schmid compiled a 17–6 career record with a 2.59 ERA and twenty-one complete games in twenty-two starts. He pitched for the Rapid City (South Dakota) club that won the 1957 Basin League championship. In June 1958 he signed with the Detroit Tigers and won ten games at Idaho Falls of the Pioneer

League. In 1959 Schmid went 9–9 for Durham of the Carolina League, joining Badger teammate John Aehl. An elbow injury in 1960 ended Schmid’s career. If not for Oconomowoc recreation director Joe Conway and some high school teachers encouraging him, Schmid may have never attended Wisconsin or played baseball. “I couldn’t wait to get out of high school and get a job driving a truck and make some real big money,” he said. Schmid appreciated Mansfield’s emphasis on fundamentals—throwing to the right base, hitting the cutoff man, bunting correctly. “He was tough but he was good,” Schmid recalled. “I liked him.”30

[image: Image: Ron Nieman (left) receives first-team All-American award, 1958. (Ron Nieman collection)]

A missing part of the pitching staff was Jim O’Toole, who beat future Cardinal Hall of Fame pitcher Bob Gibson, 3–2, in the summer of 1957 for a Basin League team that included future Badgers Dale Hackbart and Jim Bakken. As the 1957–58 school year began, Mansfield had O’Toole in his physical education class and playing football against the varsity reserves. When the coach grumbled about the attention O’Toole was getting from baseball scouts, he responded, “Dynie, if they start offering me big money, I’m out of here.” O’Toole signed with the Cincinnati Reds for $50,000. With a new bonus rule in effect, O’Toole won twenty games for AA Nashville, a last-place team. He made his major league debut on the last day of the 1958 season against the National League champion Milwaukee Braves and lost to Lew Burdette, 2–1. Branch Rickey

saw the game and said of O’Toole, “That kid has got a million-dollar arm.” Afterwards, O’Toole appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show as Parade magazine’s Minor League Player of the Year. Yankee stars Mickey Mantle, Yogi Berra, Whitey Ford, and Bob Turley joined him. “I was telling them how to pitch to Hank Aaron,” O’Toole recalled. “That’s moving up pretty quick, ain’t it?”31

O’Toole had a ten-year major league career and remained in Cincinnati, selling houses for Ryland Homes and working for the local branch of the Browning-Ferris solid waste–hauling company. “I got a nine-to-five job so I could watch my kids play baseball.” In 1970 Jim O’Toole was inducted into the Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame. He had eleven children and thirty-six grandchildren; he passed away on December 26, 2015, after a long battle with cancer.32

The Braves lost to the Yankees in the 1958 World Series, but John DeMerit was not in uniform. In his first full professional season, DeMerit batted .257 with thirteen home runs for the Class AA Atlanta Crackers. Meanwhile, two ex-Badger major leaguers took part in history on July 20, 1958, when Detroit Tigers ace Jim Bunning no-hit the Boston Red Sox. “Red” Wilson caught the no-hitter, Harvey Kuenn played center field, and Ted Williams made the last out on a deep fly to right field.33

“Hack”

The 1958 Badgers also missed Dale “Hack” Hackbart, who played spring football to prepare for his first season as Wisconsin’s starting quarterback. An all-state quarterback and leading basketball scorer at Madison East High School, Hackbart considered enlisting in the Marine Corps after graduation until Minnesota coach Dick Siebert heavily recruited him for baseball. Hackbart decided on Wisconsin and got a football scholarship. “You’re a Madison East boy, you grew up on the east side, you’re a Wisconsin kid,” coach Milt Bruhn told him. “When you go out of state, nobody knows who you are.” Leaning forward at his desk in the old Camp Randall Stadium football office, Bruhn declared, “I’m not letting you out of here until you commit to the University of Wisconsin.”34

Hackbart said baseball was his best sport. As a boy, he played with neighborhood kids at Emerson School on a small field with a pitcher, shortstop, and left fielder from the time he was eight years old. The batting team supplied the catcher. “If you hit the ball to center field or right field, you were out.” As a teenager, Hackbart played for Schoep’s Ice Cream, Ray-O-Vac, and other company-sponsored teams during the summer. “We were all baseball nuts,” he said.
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The 1959 Badgers may have been one of Mansfield’s best teams. Hackbart joined nine returning letter winners, including team captain and basketball forward Jim Rogneby of Cochrane, pitchers Bill Richards of Sparta and Jack Simon of Madison, catcher Ed Cannon (who caught twenty-six of twenty-nine games in 1958), team hits leader Mallatt, second baseman Frank Marik of Chicago, and outfielders Russ Mueller, Marty Johnson, and Dave Moriarty. A twenty-member squad won four of the first six games in a nine-game series with Arizona State. The Badgers opened Mansfield’s twentieth season as coach with a victory at Tempe. Simon, Bill Lyon of Oshkosh, and Martin Stillman of Brooklyn, New York, combined on a four-hitter, and Rogneby’s double keyed a five-run rally. Stillman won two straight four-hitters and lefty Mike Sund of Wisconsin Rapids tossed a 6–0 shutout. Mansfield called the 5–4 trip “the best I ever had while coaching an athletic team.”35

The Big Ten season opened at Illinois. The Badgers made nine errors, got one hit, and lost, 14–1. They took out their frustrations on Purdue the next day, scoring twenty-four runs on twenty-six hits in a doubleheader sweep. On the

way back to Madison, players recalled Mansfield stopping the bus to buy oleomargarine in Illinois because the butter substitute was not sold in Wisconsin.36

Stillman won the conference home opener with a victory over Minnesota’s Fred Bruckbauer, who had pitched shutouts in his first two Big Ten starts. With a shot at the league lead, Simon, a 6′4″, 200-lb. right-hander, beat Iowa with a four-hitter in the opener of a doubleheader. The Badgers lost their next four games, two at Michigan, but won five straight at home—including three on Parents’ Weekend—to close the campaign. The Badgers (9–6) tied for second with Illinois. Minnesota (10–2) captured its second of three straight Big Ten titles.37

Rose Bowl

Hackbart led the Badgers to the 1959 Big Ten football championship, but the favored Badgers lost the Rose Bowl to the Washington Huskies, 44–8. Bruhn and his staff worked the players hard, contrary to reports that the Badgers treated the Pasadena trip like a vacation. “We only had six or seven married players and they didn’t stay with their wives,” said Hackbart, who recalls two-a-day workouts with full pads. “We worked hard. We were rockin’ and sockin’ and, when game day arrived, we lost our legs.”38

In November 1959 the Green Bay Packers and the Minneapolis franchise in the new American Football League drafted Hackbart, but he hoped to play for a Big Ten baseball champion in the spring. The Badgers opened the 1960 season pounding Northern Illinois at DeKalb, 21–5 and 12–9. Hackbart batted .600 with four home runs, five doubles, and seventeen RBIs in a four-game set. Scouts approached Hackbart and Russ Mueller after an exhibition game with the Chicago White Sox, offering as much as $90,000 to sign contracts. “As we approached the bus, I stopped them,” recalled Hackbart. “I said, ‘I need to talk to Dynie Mansfield first.’” Mansfield told Hackbart he could get him a $100,000 contract with the Milwaukee Braves. Mueller, who later became a National Labor Relations Board attorney, offered to represent Hackbart and urged him to sign. Hackbart drove in the winning run in the Badgers’ 3–2 victory in the Big Ten home opener April 29 against Northwestern but also dislocated his elbow, which Mueller popped back into place right on the field. The injury affected Hackbart’s swing, and his average dropped from .383 in the spring to a “mere” .317, not good enough for the scouts but still good enough for team MVP honors.39

On April 15, Bill Richards struck out nineteen Chicago Maroons to set a modern school record for a nine-inning game. “I didn’t really know that I had nineteen strikeouts,” Richards said. “As the game went on, I wasn’t thinking

about that at all.” Richards did learn a lesson on taking care of his belongings. “I remember going to the locker room afterwards and I couldn’t find my shoes,” Richards remembered. “I left my shoes out and Dynie hid them.” Richards led the 1960 Badgers with four victories. Richards won the Big Ten home opener over Northwestern, but rain canceled the Saturday doubleheader and the following weekend’s games with Illinois and Purdue, making a title run almost impossible. The Badgers were idle until May 11 when Richards, Stillman, and Stan Wagner shared a 3–1 victory over Notre Dame at Middleton High School. The same pitchers all lost conference games the following weekend. “We weren’t hitting the ball at all,” said Richards, who blamed the batting slump on indoor practices and the rainouts.40

Two players had their days in the sun when the Badgers hosted Michigan State and Michigan. Sophomore Jim Bakken singled in the thirteenth inning to beat the Spartans, 1–0, to the delight of one thousand fans. The next day, senior backup catcher Bill Marshall of East Troy waited on the bench, hoping to play in his first varsity game. With pitcher Dick Hemming due to bat with the bases loaded, Mansfield asked Wegner, “Should we bring in a pinch hitter?” Wegner responded, “Let’s give Marshall a chance. I think he could do the job.” Marshall lined the first pitch for a single into center field, driving in Ron Steiner to win 5–4.41

Retired after a thirty-year career as a coach and athletic director at Franklin & Marshall College in Pennsylvania, Marshall played for the Tri-Troy Boosters summer baseball team and went 2-for-2 in the Silver Sluggers All-Star game at Milwaukee County Stadium as scouts looked for college and professional talent. He threw out two base stealers and earned the nickname “The Springfield Rifle.” A Braves scout advised Marshall to play college baseball instead of trying to climb the rickety minor league ladder to the professional ranks. He lettered at Wisconsin for three years but spent most of his time in the bullpen or on the bench. “Dynie decided that Eddie Cannon was the man,” Marshall recalled. “I could have contributed more but did not get the chance.”42

Wagner and Simon won at Indiana to give UW a winning record. With two runners on and two outs, first baseman Frank Burk fielded a ground ball between first and second and fired a bullet to Simon covering first base. “I reached up and caught the ball with my bare hand,” he remembered. Still, the Badgers were disappointed with a 5–4 record. “We had high hopes,” Mueller recalled. “We were shooting for the Big Ten and getting into the regionals, and even farther than that.” Some scouts saw the Indiana games and signed both Hackbart and Mueller, a three-year all-conference high school player in the

Milwaukee suburb of Shorewood and a 1955 Hearst all-star who led the Big Ten with a .384 average in conference play. “Two guys from Pittsburgh talked to us and invited us to a workout,” Mueller said. Hackbart signed a $12,500 contract that would jump to $30,000 if he made the major league club. Mueller got a $2,500 bonus and joined minor league clubs.43

That fall, Hackbart joined the Green Bay Packers and played mostly on special teams as a reserve defensive back. Simon pitched six summers for the Monona Grove Lakers but had a shot at the majors with the Cincinnati Reds organization. In a spring training game in Tampa, Florida, Simon walked the bases loaded in the first inning without throwing a strike. A young second baseman named Pete Rose called time and said, “Simon, you’re better than these guys are. Have the next batter hit me a ground ball and I’ll get you a double play.” Presto! The ground ball got Simon out of the inning and his team went on to win.44 Simon graduated from the UW–Madison School of Business, served in the New York State National Guard, and worked for the State of Wisconsin in hospital administration. He passed away on April 20, 2014, at age seventy-five.45

Pat and Ron

Hugh Vernon “Pat” Richter was another Madison East product recruited for one sport but who excelled at two others. An all-state basketball player, Richter once grabbed forty rebounds in a single game and scored fifty points in another. As a junior, he led the Purgolders to the 1958 WIAA state basketball championship and got a scholarship to play for John Erickson’s Badgers. He played little basketball but became an All-American end, set a Rose Bowl record with eleven receptions in 1963, and played eight seasons for the Washington Redskins.

Richter said baseball was his best sport and showed awesome hitting ability from the start, batting .398 as a sophomore outfielder in 1961, having no idea that he was flirting with .400. “We just figured somebody else kept track of that,” said Richter. “I’d usually get my money’s worth at the plate.” Richter collected from Minnesota in a May 6 doubleheader at Guy Lowman Field. In the first game, he clubbed a homer into the trees beyond the left-field fence. In game two, Richter sent a 496-foot blast over the fence and into Lake Mendota. Maintenance supervisor Joe Betlach swam after the baseball to get an accurate tape measurement. Minnesota coach Dick Siebert, a major league first baseman for eleven seasons and in his fourteenth year as coach, said, “That was one of the longest drives I ever saw.” Against Indiana, Richter homered twice on consecutive swings of his bat. He finished with seven home runs, twenty-two

runs batted, a school record thirteen doubles, and forty-three hits—the most since Harvey Kuenn in 1952. Hemming recalled coaching third base and moving as far away from the coaching box as possible in case Richter turned on a pitch and hit a line drive.46

[image: Image: Pat Richter with basketball coach John Erickson. (UW–Madison Archives, S08222)]

In April 1961 the Badgers lost eight of ten games in Arizona, six to Arizona State. John Kleinschmidt—younger brother of George Schmid and the number two pitcher on Oconomowoc’s 1959 state championship team—socked four home runs on the trip and hit a bases-loaded triple in an 11–9 opening win that ended the Sun Devils’ twenty-one-game winning streak. In Wisconsin’s other victory, Kleinschmidt, Richter, and catcher Tom Handford homered.47

Mansfield named Ron Krohn of Reedsburg his number one starting pitcher. Krohn started in Little League in 1951, played on American Legion and VFW teams, and in a Chicago all-star game. At the 1958 WIAA state tournament, Krohn shut out Lake Mills but could not pitch again because of innings restrictions and Reedsburg finished second to Eau Claire. The following year, Krohn lost, 1–0, to Monona Grove in the sectionals. Mansfield had seen Krohn pitch in both tournaments and told him to “sign that paper” for a UW scholarship. “He was, at heart, a great man,” Krohn said of Mansfield, who

taught fundamentals. “On a ball hit to the left, be on first base,” he told his pitchers. “Who’s covering second?” he queried his infielders. “You don’t see that anymore, I don’t think,” Krohn said. “We did things automatically.”48

Krohn pitched two 2–0 shutouts at Northwestern and Illinois to open the 1961 Big Ten season, then lost at Iowa when center fielder Merritt Norvell—who led off Krohn’s Illinois victory with a home run—missed a shoestring catch. Krohn then started three games in one week. On May 12 Krohn drove in two runs but lost at Michigan in ten innings. Bill Freehan, who signed a $100,000 bonus contract with the Detroit Tigers after the season, homered twice and drove in five runs. On May 15 Krohn got credit for a 10–8 win at Western Michigan. On May 19 he won his final start of the season, blanking Indiana 5–0 for his third Big Ten shutout. Wisconsin won two of its last three games to finish 5–9. “This was a squad that was short on ability but long on desire and a great bunch of kids,” Mansfield told the annual banquet audience. “We won five of our last eight games and that shows what desire these boys had.”49

One of the boys was third baseman Mel Strand, who played every inning of every game in 1961, mostly at third base. He also replaced shortstop Gary Sprindlis, who suffered a broken jaw when he was hit by a pitch against Michigan State. Strand had what Mansfield described as “the best pair of hands we have seen around here in a long time.” Born in La Crosse and raised in Westby, Wisconsin, Strand doubted he would play much as a sophomore in 1960. One day after practice, Mansfield told Strand, “I don’t want you to get a bad attitude because next year, you’re going to play a lot of baseball for me.” Strand missed the 1962 season because of a back injury that required spinal fusion surgery. He returned in 1963 as a redshirt senior but played in approximately half of the games because of lingering back issues. He blamed the injury on several bad falls ski jumping. “I thought I was an indestructible ski jumper,” he said.50
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Rocket Man and a Rich Rookie

1962–1965

On February 20, 1962, U.S. Marine Lt. John Glenn of Ohio orbited Earth in the Friendship 7 space capsule. On March 3, the Wisconsin Badgers shot for the moon and beat top-ranked Ohio State, 86–67, in the college basketball upset of the year before 13,545 fans at the Field House. On May 19, Pat Richter homered in each game of a doubleheader sweep of Michigan at Guy Lowman Field that deprived the Wolverines of the conference title and gave the 1962 Badgers a lasting baseball memory.

“He started the space program,” Michigan coach Don Lund said of Richter’s blast that won the nightcap—a rocket that some say has not come down yet. “One man on, one run down, winning run is at the plate,” Richter recalled in 2011. “It was probably the hardest ball I ever hit. It was just a line shot, like a rope that went right over the [center field] fence.” Dick Honig—who has remained a good friend of Richter’s after thirty-five years as a Big Ten football official—was Michigan’s shortstop until he jammed a finger late in the game. “What I remember most about it is how far Richter hit the ball off our best pitcher.”1

In 1961 Richter and Ron Krohn played for the Watertown (South Dakota) champions while Fritz Fisher pitched for the Pierre club in the Basin League. Gene Calhoun, the UW assistant coach, encouraged Badgers to play in the league if they were considering a professional baseball career. “It gave a picture of minor league baseball,” Richter said. “Drove a ’49 Dodge out there. I never saw so many pheasants in my life.” Richter earned $320 a month and helped run a youth baseball clinic as part of the players’ contract.2

Krohn set a school record with a 1.59 ERA in 1962, allowing only thirteen runs (eleven earned) all season. On April 7, Krohn pitched a 2–0 no-hitter against the Northern Illinois Huskies, whose starting pitcher was future major

league left-hander Fred “Fritz” Peterson. Because interstate conference rules allowed pinch runners to replace regulars without removing them from the game, UW’s Gene Plagenz stole three bases in four appearances. “I coached first base,” recalled Plagenz, a reserve outfielder whose brother Lyle preceded him as a Badger baseball player. “If the pitcher or catcher got on, I would run for them.” Plagenz occasionally subbed for a bespectacled Richter in right field if the sun was too strong for his thick glasses.3

On April 14, Krohn settled for a one-hitter to beat North Dakota in the first of three games played at Guy Lowman Field on a frigid Saturday with snowflakes in the air and on the field (cold weather and a snow-covered field canceled the Friday game). Stan Wagner blanked the Sioux in a morning game, 3–0. Krohn won the afternoon opener, 7–1, wedging the baseball in his pitching hand between pitches—instead of transferring it to his glove—to retain his grip, and Richter hit a three-run homer. In the finale, sophomore second baseman Al Nau doubled and scored the tying run on left fielder Leroy Krajewski’s triple. Tom Handford’s single won the game for reliever Ken Schuring. With temperatures in the thirties and no dugouts, Badger players wore green rubber jackets called “slickers” under their uniforms to stay warm. “It was terrible,” Nau remembered. “At least I got to play. Can you imagine sitting on the bench for twenty-one innings?”4

Krohn hurled another gem in the Big Ten opener at Ohio State but lost, 1–0, in ten innings to future Detroit Tigers pitcher Joe Sparma, a quarterback for Woody Hayes’s Buckeyes. In his next start, Krohn lost, 2–0, to Northwestern and lost the following week to Illinois, 9–1. The Badgers had scored one run for Krohn in three outings. The tide turned at Iowa where Krohn faced the minimum eighteen batters in the first six innings and won, 7–2. Back home, Krohn shut out Michigan State, 4–0.5 The Badgers now awaited the first-place Michigan Wolverines, who needed one win to take the title.

Stan Wagner won the first game, 6–3. Thirteen hundred fans sat or stood in sweltering heat, but Wagner kept his cool. The kid that assistant coach Fritz Wegner called “Stosh” struck out eleven, Richter homered and tripled, and UW won, 6–3. Ron Nelson and reliever Phil Ambelang worked the first six innings of the nightcap. Suddenly, with Michigan ahead, 5–4, in the last inning, Mansfield told Wagner to warm up. Having sent his glove home with his parents after his complete-game victory, “I had to borrow a glove to pitch the next game.” Wagner pitched a scoreless seventh, but the Badgers needed to score at least one run off five-game winner John Kerr, who would go on to win both ends of a doubleheader in the upcoming College World Series. Kerr got the first two outs before shortstop Luke Lamboley tripled to right-center field.

Richter stepped in, Kerr came out, and Lund brought in Fritz Fisher. Honig, who had left the game for the hospital to repair a torn finger he injured sliding into second base, said Fisher’s job was to get Richter out. POW! Richter lined Fisher’s first pitch far over the fence to the right of the 380-foot sign in center field. “It was a no-doubter,” remembered first baseman Dave Tymus, who homered and doubled that day. Rounding third base, Richter spotted Mansfield on the Badger bench, taking off his hat, putting it over his heart, and saying a prayer. Mansfield later said Richter’s homer was the second-most memorable play in his coaching career.6

[image: Image: First baseman Pat Richter (closest) waits his turn at Guy Lowman Field in 1961. (UW–Madison Archives, S06656)]

What happened next was scary. Having lost the Big Ten title to Illinois because of the Badgers’ double win, Al Nau recalled that the Wolverines catcher started pushing and shoving UW players, and the Michigan squad left the bench ready to fight. “All of a sudden these guys—the Michigan guys—grabbed bats and came at us like they wanted to hit people.” The public address announcer pleaded, “Everybody sit down!” Nau stayed out of the fray (“I wasn’t going to get hit in the head just to prove a point”) and believed that the

PA plea allowed cooler heads to prevail. Nau, a two-time all-Suburban Conference selection from West Allis Central who played for “Tex” Belich’s Highway Beers and Tanner-Paull teams, admits the Badgers took the game seriously from the start. “When we slid into the base, we tried to take everybody out that we could.” Lamboley, a .348 hitter and team MVP whose father, Ralph Lamboley, had caught for Wisconsin in the mid-1920s, remembered UW students “ragging” on the Wolverines throughout the game and that some of the players took after hecklers in the stands. “We were just happy to win the game.”7

Richter, a Big Ten academic All-American and .340 hitter, went 5-for-9 with two homers and a triple in the two games. Illinois won the Big Ten with a 12–2 record but Michigan got an at-large bid to the District IV playoffs and went on to win the NCAA championship. Al Nau—a former West Allis banker who went on to own Consolidated Doors, Inc., the largest commercial-industrial garage door company in southeastern Wisconsin—believed the Badgers could have gotten a playoff bid if they had made up a rainout at Minnesota. “We were hot,” Nau recalled. “We could have beaten anybody at the time.”8

Hard Luck

That summer, Krohn pitched a third season in the Basin League and became a professional prospect. “I can get you $50,000 right now, but you can get more,” said Calhoun, also a Madison attorney who helped negotiate contracts for several Badger athletes including Pat Richter and John DeMerit. Ed Dancisak, the scout who signed DeMerit, was now with the Phillies and coveted Krohn. Unfortunately, Krohn injured his pitching elbow in a Sauk County Home Talent League game and pitched with a sore arm for much of the 1963 season. There were sixteen scouts at Krohn’s first start and only one at the season finale. “I couldn’t throw hard anymore,” Krohn remembered. “The scouts tell the story.”9

The Badgers opened the 1963 season winning two of three games at Washington University in St. Louis. “If we get good pitching, we’ll be in every game,” said Mansfield. He called sophomore outfielder Rick Reichardt of Stevens Point “the fastest player on the squad, but he makes a lot of mistakes right now.” The coach continued, “He is learning fast and should be a real good outfielder.” Reichardt could run from home to first in 3.7 seconds, reach second in 7.2, and circle the bases in 14.1. Mansfield praised Richter’s power, outfield skills, and base-running. “You can’t overlook that power,” Mansfield said. “He hit a change-up more than four hundred feet to the opposite field at

St. Louis last Saturday [April 6]. . . . He has tremendous hands, is a good judge of a fly ball. Has a strong accurate arm, and is an excellent base runner. He is one of the best I have ever seen at laying back and waiting for the pitch to come to him.”10

In the first of an eleven-game trip in Arizona, John Kleinschmidt homered and Richter’s apparent circuit shot struck a palm tree in center field and was ruled a triple. Tom Krebsbach, a New Holstein graduate who transferred to Wisconsin after two seasons at Oshkosh State, evened the series with the Arizona State Sun Devils with a 3–2 victory in ten innings. Denny Howe homered in the first inning, and Jim Merlet’s triple tied the game in the seventh. “I batted fifth, between Richter and Reichardt,” Merlet recalled. “I got some good pitches to hit.” In the tenth, Howe doubled and pitcher Lance Tobert’s pinch single scored Howe with the winning run.11

Kleinschmidt captained the 1963 squad. An Oconomowoc Little Leaguer at age ten, Kleinschmidt played high school and summer baseball and earned ten letters at Oconomowoc High School in three sports—baseball, football, and basketball. The number two pitcher on Oconomowoc’s 1959 WIAA baseball champions, Kleinschmidt beat Denny Howe, a Monona Grove standout, in the semifinals. In 1960 Kleinschmidt and older brother George Schmid—the former Badger pitcher—played for the Rapid City Chiefs, the only time the two brothers (they shared the same mother) played on the same Basin League team. Kleinschmidt batted .750 for Oconomowoc’s Land O’Lakes team that won the 1962 state semipro championship. In 1963 he played for Falk Corporation alongside John Counsell, his brother-in-law and the father of Craig Counsell, now manager of the Milwaukee Brewers.12 Kleinschmidt received a partial football/baseball scholarship and played in the freshman football intrasquad game in November 1959. A catcher by trade, Kleinschmidt played mostly third base and first base with Tom Handford and 1962 captain Russ Williams handling most of the catching duties.

Krohn twice beat Arizona State for the Badgers’ other victories on the trip. Kleinschmidt, Reichardt, and Handford homered in Krohn’s 6–2 win, and Kleinschmidt drove in six runs in a 12–5 triumph. Perhaps the most serious injury on the trip was to the noggin of head coach Dynie Mansfield. As Richter recalled, Mansfield was hitting ground balls to infielders and Fritz Wegner was slicing fungoes to hard-running outfielders. When an infield ball dribbled toward Wegner, Mansfield ambled over to fetch it. Wegner swung and clocked Mansfield in the head, causing bleeding. “They put a bandage around his head,” said Richter, who remembered Wegner apologizing profusely. Mansfield recognized that he had blundered by entering Wegner’s territory and said to his longtime aide, “Fritz, when you make a mistake, you pay the price.”13


[image: Image: Captain John Kleinschmidt scores, to the delight of teammates. (David Sandell photo, John B. Kleinschmidt collection)]

Krohn was sharp and Howe had a two-run triple in a 4–1 victory over Ohio State in the Big Ten opener that drew one thousand fans to Guy Lowman Field. Reichardt homered, and the infield had nineteen assists and no errors after booting twenty-eight chances over the last eight games in Arizona. On Saturday, the Badgers swept Indiana. Richter drove in four runs with a single, double, and two-run homer. Tymus pitched a 5–0 shutout, crediting Krohn for his success. “I learned how to pitch just watching, listening, and talking to him.”14

Tom Krebsbach won the first game but suffered a blister on his right heel, causing blood poisoning that nearly took his life. He was taking extra classes to complete his degree, but he was often late for practice. “I had bought a new pair of spikes and ran from Camp Randall to the practice field on blacktop,” Krebsbach recalled. The worn spikes caught on the mound during the Indiana game, causing the blister. “I had to walk home from the game [and] I couldn’t even walk on the sidewalk. I fell flat on my face.” Krebsbach stayed at UW Hospital for most of the week. Fortunately, antibiotics successfully treated the blood poisoning. His lasting memory is a hospital visit from Kleinschmidt. “His

visit meant a lot to me,” said Krebsbach, who would not go to a game unless he could play. Despite the injury, Krebsbach led the 1963 squad with a 1.63 ERA.15

Krebsbach pitched the following Saturday but lasted just two innings in a loss to Northwestern. Krohn’s 7–3 victory at Illinois put the Badgers in second place. Joe Romary’s walk-off homer beat Minnesota at Guy Lowman Field. Krohn got the victory but allowed twelve hits and struggled throughout as the effects of his elbow injury were beginning to show. “He was hurting so bad before, during, and after games,” recalled Tymus. “I had to rub him down before games [because his] arm was swollen.”16

Tymus’s single won the second game of a doubleheader with Iowa that drew twelve hundred fans to the lakeshore. But the Badgers could only roll their eyes and shake their heads as Illinois swept a tripleheader from Purdue that afternoon to grab the Big Ten lead. Wisconsin won at Michigan State and split at Michigan to finish 8–6, having beaten the four teams ahead of them in the standings.17

Mansfield told the awards banquet audience that the Badgers should have won the Big Ten title. “They made mistakes they shouldn’t have and they were not always mentally ready.” Mansfield called team MVP Krohn (6–3) an All-American, even though he was not actually selected. Reichardt won the Big Ten batting title (.429 in conference play) and batted .343 overall with six home runs, sixteen RBIs, and a perfect fielding average. Richter earned his ninth varsity letter, batting .339 with six home runs and thirty-two RBIs. He set the career record of twenty home runs and received the Conference Medal for academic and athletic excellence. On June 5, Richter was named Madison Sportsman of the Year at a banquet featuring Green Bay Packers coach Vince Lombardi as the main speaker.18

In July, Richter reported to the Washington Redskins, choosing the immediate chance to play pro football over languishing in baseball’s minor leagues. A number-one draft choice, Richter caught twenty-seven passes, three for touchdowns, and averaged 41.7 yards per punt his rookie season. He played eight seasons for the Redskins, from 1963 to 1970.19

Player of the Year

In 1964 Rick Reichardt became the first Big Ten player in history to defend a batting title, hitting .472 in conference play and setting a single-season Badger record of .443 in all games that still stands. He earned first-team All-American and All-Big Ten honors and was named the Sporting News intercollegiate baseball

player of the year. In June 2015 Reichardt was inducted into the National Intercollegiate Baseball Hall of Fame.20

[image: Image: Rick Reichardt won consecutive Big Ten batting titles. (UW–Madison Archives, S09037)]

Richardt was the son of Stevens Point orthopedic surgeon Dr. Frederick Reichardt—a Green Bay Packers trainer in the 1950s when the team trained at the college field. One day when Rick was in a Little League batting slump at age nine, his dad picked a barrel of crabapples and pitched them one after another in the backyard to help Rick bust out of it. “After that, I just hit a ton.” Reichardt played on Little League and Babe Ruth champions, and on summer league teams but did not play high school baseball. Instead, he ran the 100- and 220-yard dashes on the track team and won the state broad jump championship. In the fall, Reichardt earned all-state football honors, sometimes playing under the watchful eyes of UW baseball coaches Dynie Mansfield and Gene Calhoun, who officiated some of Reichardt’s games.

At Wisconsin, Reichardt injured an ankle in freshman football practice and his dad repaired it. Hoping to avoid spring football practice and possible further injury, Reichardt asked coach Milt Bruhn if he could play baseball. Bruhn, a former Minnesota catcher, had allowed Hackbart and Richter to play baseball,

so he reluctantly agreed to let Reichardt and southpaw quarterback Harold Brandt, the 1964 RBI leader, do the same. (According to Reichardt, the New York Yankees wanted to sign both football players to contracts. Brandt’s widow, Susan Blake Brandt, said he was offered $20,000 by the Yankees but suffered a football injury in 1964 and did not sign a contract.) A long home run over the Arizona palm trees in 1963 launched Reichardt’s baseball career that spring. The batting titles and national recognition followed.21

[image: Image: Harold “Hal” Brandt drives in another run. (Sue Brandt collection)]

Harold Brandt’s first love was baseball, Susan Brandt said in 2015. A three-sport athlete at Hinsdale High School in suburban Chicago, Brandt got a full scholarship to UW—part through the athletic department and the other part from a Chicago academic award. Brandt played football, basketball, and baseball his freshman year, and sportswriters quickly nicknamed him “Hal.” He was Bruhn’s starting quarterback in 1963, but health issues contributed to a disappointing senior year of baseball and Brandt went into business after graduation. He started out in sales and then bought a Christmas lighting company in Kansas City, naming it Creative Displays Inc. Brandt suffered from colon cancer and died in 1988 having just turned forty-five.22


John Kleinschmidt took over the thirty-six-member freshman squad from Gene Calhoun, who had become a Big Ten football official in the fall of 1962. “I had another year of school because I had switched majors, and Dynie asked if I would be interested in taking Gene’s position,” Kleinschmidt said. “He was aware that I had been coaching summer ball and knew that I was studying to become a high school physical education teacher and athletic coach. Of course, I said, ‘Yes.’”23

The Badgers ended Arizona State’s seventeen-game winning streak in the second game of the spring trip. Reichardt hit an inside-the-park grand slam home run, and Rick Hense of Eau Claire had a homer, a double, and three singles in a 17–14 win at Arizona. “Dynamite” Mansfield’s pitching staff had T ’n’ T—Tymus and Tobert. Dave Tymus, a senior from Waterford in Racine County, had tried out with the Milwaukee Braves and Washington Senators after graduating from high school and came to UW on a football scholarship. Shoulder and back injuries in freshman football carried over into the next two baseball seasons. A first baseman in 1962, Tymus pitched and played first base in 1963. As the 1964 captain, Tymus quit football. “I thought I should be out there as captain,” he said. On April 10, Tymus shut out Illinois Wesleyan, 7–0, losing a no-hitter on future major leaguer Doug Rader’s bloop single that popped out of right fielder Paul Morenz’s glove.24

The Badgers then won six of eight conference games. Tymus shut out Northwestern, and Lance Tobert fired a three-hitter to beat Purdue, a game that drew almost as many major league scouts as fans to Guy Lowman Field to watch Reichardt, batting a robust .515. In a doubleheader sweep of Illinois the next day, Reichardt socked three home runs in a 5-for-7 performance before a standing-room crowd of at least eleven hundred fans. Reichardt hit two homers in the first game and barely missed a third as general managers John McHale of Milwaukee, John Quinn of Philadelphia, and California Angels owner Gene Autry looked on. Dennis Sweeney, a Madison Edgewood basketball recruit, remembered Autry and Yankee general manager Ralph Houk moving from the top of the bleachers to the second row as Reichardt hit his third homer, threw a strike to home plate to save a run, stole home, and beat out a bunt. Tymus, Reichardt’s road roommate, was not surprised. “He didn’t talk about all the attention he was getting,” Tymus recalled. “I didn’t sense that there was any pressure on him at all.”25

Rick Hense, another pro prospect, stole a potential game-winning homer to start a game-saving double play in the second game. He got his belt caught in the outfield snow fence as he caught the ball. As he worked himself loose, the runner on second decided to head for home. Hense fired to shortstop James

Zahradka, who threw a dart to catcher Grant Beise. Out. Game over. Badgers win. “Dynie came out on the field,” Hense recalled, “met me at shortstop and gave me a kiss.”26

An extra-inning loss at Iowa ended title hopes for 1964. Tobert had a one-run lead when Tymus—playing second base for the first time in his career because of Al Nau’s injury—made a wild throw on a double-play attempt, and the tying and winning runs scored. With Nau and Hense injured, the Badgers lost twice at Minnesota, the eventual Big Ten and NCAA champions. Reichardt went 1-for-6 but won his second straight batting title at .472. In a twenty-eight-game season, he batted .443 with eight home runs, nineteen RBIs, and a record twenty stolen bases.27

“I don’t know how many young men in the nation could have done what he did under such pressure,” said Mansfield. “He was besieged by writers, radio, and television men [and scouts] wherever he went.” Reichardt made the first-team All-Big Ten squad and the American Association of Baseball Coaches All-America Team. By now, virtually every major league team wanted to sign him. “He’s the best prospect I’ve seen in twenty-five years,” New York Yankees scout Jack White said. “He can run as fast as any man in the majors. He does 3.9 from home plate to first base, amazing for a right-handed hitter. He has the fastest bat I ever saw. I saw him miss only one pitch completely in the nine games.”28

Reichardt’s cross-country journey to major-league megabucks became the subject of an NBC Sports television documentary called Odyssey of a Bonus Baby—The Courtship of Rick Reichardt. Reporter Bob Wolf and network television cameras recorded Reichardt’s every move, from major airports to the Sunset Strip and Malibu beach, emphasizing the cultural contrast between Stevens Point and Hollywood. Rick’s mother called the experience “unbelievable” and “overwhelming,” admitting that it “kind of frightens me” that her son would soon be living in the second-largest metropolitan area in the country. Rick’s father wanted his son to make his own decision. “We’ve been advised that he could possibly succeed in the big leagues and I suppose if he wants to take a crack at it, that’s his business.” While attending a premier party for Stanley Kramer’s Ship of Fools, actor Lee Marvin advised Reichardt to “ask for more money.” When Marvin asked how Reichardt’s medical psychology major tied in with baseball, Reichardt replied, “Maybe I’ll be a personnel man, I don’t know.” Autry hosted the family at a private dinner party at his home where Angels’ team president Bob Reynolds sold Reichardt on a “wonderful opportunity to make a career and become a star with Angels.”29


On June 23, 1964, Reichardt signed with the California Angels for a bonus in excess of $200,000 (with additional money for a down payment on his parents’ house and gifts to the UW baseball coaching staff) and took batting practice before a game with the Washington Senators. “He hadn’t had any sleep in about thirty-six hours,” said Angels’ manager Bill Rigney. “So all he did was hit four or five balls in the seats and a couple of more off the walls. It was really impressive. The only other time I was ever impressed that much by a kid was in 1951, when I was with the Giants and Willie Mays joined us.”30 The Angels won their eighth straight game the night of June 23 and Reichardt traveled with the team on a five-game road trip to Baltimore and Boston before reporting to Quad Cities of the Midwest League. His first game at Decatur (Illinois) on July 6 drew 4,800. Nearly 5,600 fans—an estimated 2,000 from Stevens Point—saw Reichardt play at Wisconsin Rapids three weeks later. On August 7, Reichardt joined AAA Hawaii where he signed autographs and let a little girl take his picture before his first at-bat. “I’d do anything for kids,” Reichardt said. “They’re the greatest fans there are. You know they’re not trying to exploit you. . . . I think a player should maintain a certain image with the public—not so much for himself but to help the game as a whole.”31

A September 19, 1964, article in the Saturday Evening Post titled “Baseball’s Richest Rookie” described the 6′3″, 215-lb. Reichardt as “boyishly disarming and possessed of a picture-book handsomeness” that got him free meals and stewardesses’ phone numbers that he wrote down in a red address book. “The first time I saw him,” sportscaster Joe Garagiola said, “I thought he fell off a Wheaties box.” Reichardt amazed his Class A Davenport (Iowa) manager Chuck Tanner when “he got fooled on a pitch, stuck his bat out at the last second and accidentally hit the ball fifty feet over the fence!” Within ten days, he was batting .395 and nightly attendance had doubled. Tanner predicted that he would be taking a day off for Reichardt’s Hall of Fame induction in twenty-five years.32 Reichardt had sixteen home runs and forty-four RBIs at the 1966 All-Star break (he hit two homers in one inning on April 30 at Boston’s Fenway Park), but surgery that summer to remove an infected kidney (an affliction Reichardt attributed to football or clubhouse horseplay) and difficulty seeing baseballs at night derailed a Hall of Fame career. Reichardt played eleven major league seasons, retiring in 1974. He owns Reichardt Enterprises LLC and is a certified life underwriter in Gainesville, Florida, where he is also a substitute teacher. Reichardt is enshrined in the National Intercollegiate Baseball Hall of Fame, the UW Athletic Hall of Fame, and the Madison Sports Hall of Fame.33


Tobert and Teamwork

Mansfield did not blame his star for signing and wished him well but said his 1965 team was better going into the annual spring trip than the 1964 squad.34 The Badgers won their first six games on a spring trip through Illinois and Indiana. Rick Hense batted .542 with a team-leading twelve RBIs as well as two doubles, two triples, and two home runs. Paul Morenz batted .471 and Grant Beise .462. Beise hit a pair of two-run homers at Notre Dame in the team’s first loss, and he also hit a wall. “Foul balls rotated and came back to you,” he recalled. “About the time I figured it wasn’t coming back into play, I hit my face [against a retaining wall]. I smashed my teeth and got four or five stitches in my chin.” An Excelsior, Minnesota, native, Beise won three letters each in football and baseball. “If you come here on a football scholarship and you’re good enough to play baseball and not sit on the bench, it’s no problem,” Bruhn told Beise, a starting linebacker in 1964 and 1965. Beise caught pitching ace Lance Tobert, who won seven straight games.35

The Badgers opened the Big Ten slate at Michigan and Michigan State. Tobert and pitcher Rick Fenn missed the second Michigan game to scout the Spartans in their game with Northwestern. The Badgers lost, 8–5, to a Michigan team that included All-Big Ten catcher Ted Sizemore, who played twelve major league seasons as a second baseman, and third baseman Rick Volk, later an all-pro safety with the Baltimore Colts. On Saturday, Tobert beat Michigan State, 5–4. In his next start, Tobert fired a two-hitter to beat Indiana at Guy Lowman Field. “I wouldn’t trade him for any pitcher in the conference,” Mansfield said. “He has the best curve ball and his fastball really moves.” A second-team All-Big Ten selection in 1964 (4–1, 1.84 ERA), Tobert had a deceptive motion. “Arms looking like an octopus,” wrote Bonnie Ryan of the Capital Times, “the batter doesn’t know from where the ball is coming.” Nicknamed “Bush” for the way he wore his uniform and for his gangling pitching form, Tobert had one weakness. “He pitches hard all the time instead of pacing himself,” said Mansfield. “Such a weakness!” quipped Ryan.36

In a 20–7 mauling of Northwestern, Romary and Brandt combined for nine RBIs. Tobert had three hits and won his sixth game, more than the rest of the staff combined. His seventh victory came in a home doubleheader against Western Michigan. In the first game, the first three Badgers homered in the bottom of the first inning but Wisconsin lost, 14–4. At Purdue, Bill Buchholz of Manitowoc won his second conference game but got hit hard. “In the first inning, they scored a couple of runs,” he remembered. “The first two balls hit

in the second inning were line drives that people caught. Dynie waddled out to the mound and asked Grant [Beise], ‘What kind of stuff has he got?’ Beise responded, ‘I don’t know, I haven’t caught any yet.’” A three-sport athlete at Manitowoc, Buchholz played on Lincoln High School’s 1963 state basketball champions. “The highlight of my sports career,” he beamed in 2012. A procession of six thousand cars from Valders to Manitowoc honored the champions. Buchholz played against Gary Pinnow of Racine Horlick and Ross Amundson of Superior Central, teammates on the UW baseball team. In three seasons for former Badger Frank Granitz, Buchholz averaged nine strikeouts per seven-inning game with a 1.65 ERA and a .395 batting average. Granitz wanted Buchholz to play football too, but Bill’s father, John Buchholz, would have none of it so Bill quit the team. After that, Granitz “was pretty hard on me [when I played] on the baseball team,” Buchholz recalled. “He was a younger version of Dynie.”37

[image: Image: The 1965 UW baseball team. (UW–Madison Archives, S00262)]

Tobert lost his last two decisions to finish 7–2. A Basin League hurler in the summer of 1964, Tobert signed with the talent-rich Baltimore Orioles organization and pitched for the Appleton Foxes of the Midwest League and Elmira (New York) of the Eastern League in 1965. The following season, Tobert went

9–3 with the Aberdeen (South Dakota) Pheasants in the first half of the 1966 season and finished with a combined 4–6 mark with the Stockton (California) Ports and the Miami Marlins, never reaching the majors.38

The 1965 Badgers had five players who drove in runs in double figures and three regulars who hit better than .300. Captain-elect Rick Hense left UW to sign with the Washington Senators. A baseball player and ski jumper from Eau Claire whose dad built him a batting cage in their backyard, Hense had passed up an offer from the Philadelphia Phillies to attend college. After considering a ski-jumping offer from Dartmouth and a rebound-tumbler opportunity at Hawaii, Hense took a half grant-in-aid to attend Wisconsin. In 1965 the Senators made him their eleventh-round choice in baseball’s first amateur free agent draft. “I didn’t even know there was a draft,” he said. When Hense asked Mansfield’s advice, the coach said, “Take the money.” Hense got his knee caught in a fence during a 1967 winter league game in Florida, took a shot of cortisone, and kept playing baseball. “My legs got progressively worse,” he said. “I just couldn’t do it anymore.” In 1969 Hense missed his exit home and ended up at River Falls when he heard on the radio that Ted Williams had been hired as the Senators’ new manager. But Hense never made the majors or played for Williams, playing seven minor league seasons.39

Rick Reichardt did play one season (1970) for Williams, who once interrupted Reichardt’s batting practice session and then hit ten consecutive home runs. “He just dropped his bat and walked away,” Reichardt said.40

Different Paths

Vernon William Geishert never pitched a varsity game, but the California Angels drafted him in January 1966 based on his record at Richland Center High School and a bullpen session before his scheduled start against the UW varsity. Geishert won twelve games for Quad Cities and set the Midwest League record for earned run average (1.13). He won his major league debut at Cleveland on August 26, 1969, and three weeks later a busload of hometown fans saw Geishert save a game against the Minnesota Twins at Metropolitan Stadium. In retirement, Geishert held youth baseball clinics and volunteered to coach high school teams. He twice led his alma mater to sectionals.41

One of Geishert’s freshman catchers wanted to be a journalist more than a baseball player. Len Shapiro and his best friend, Lance Primis, came to Wisconsin from Long Island, New York, where they had been Brooklyn Dodgers fans as kids. While Primis became UW’s 1968 MVP, Shapiro quit and pursued a journalism career that led him to the position of sports editor for the Washington

Post. While in school, Shapiro became sports editor of the Daily Cardinal and landed a part-time job with the Wisconsin State Journal. Shapiro recalled the university atmosphere in the late 1960s, “If you didn’t become educated in the ways of the world, you had to be deaf and blind. Everything seemed to be going on around us. It was a great time to be a student there. The university has never gone through a period like that before or since.”42 Shapiro occasionally writes for the Post and other publications and speaks to UW–Madison journalism classes.
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Reggie, the Little Nine, and a Farewell

1966–1968

In March 1966 Paul Morenz won the UW basketball MVP award for his last-second scoring heroics that defeated Marquette, Iowa, and Purdue. Morenz and guard Dennis Sweeney turned in their basketball gear for baseball uniforms and joined the Badgers on their spring trip to Arizona, an unforgettable one because of the performance of Arizona State center fielder and future Hall of Famer Reginald Martinez Jackson. The Badgers were playing their first games while the Sun Devils had a 24–6 record.1

Wisconsin lost all six contests as Jackson went on a rampage—12-for-26 with ten extra-base hits, including five home runs and seventeen RBIs. In a 16–6 victory, Reggie Jackson homered off John Poser, pitching his first varsity game. He kept pitching Jackson away, away, away. It worked once—for a strikeout. The next time, “Somehow he reached out and it went over the center field fence,” remembered Poser. “Some kid was at the top of the bleachers and called to him, ‘Hey, Reggie, it landed in the parking lot across the street’”—550 feet from home plate.2

Sweeney started the next game because Primis had jammed a finger on the wall of a swimming pool. Sweeney pitched nine innings but the Badgers lost in extra innings. “I threw one behind a guy, I threw one up the screen like Ryne Duren,” Sweeney remembered. “Their eyes were like saucers.” Despite wildness (twelve walks) from a lack of work, Jackson was impressed. “You throw pretty hard,” Jackson said at a dinner before the next game. “I throw it hard enough to get it by you,” Sweeney told him. “We pitched him outside, outside, outside,” Sweeney continued. “The catcher rolls the ball to the mound [after an apparent strikeout], and the umpire calls it a ball.” Sweeney reared back

and fired one “up in his eyes. He swung and missed, and I walked off the mound.” Sweeney recalled that Jackson “threw a ball from right-center field on a line to home plate.” Jackson played shallow but “he was so fast and had such a great arm, it didn’t matter.” In the series finale, Jackson’s triple beat Sweeney, 2–1.3

At Grand Canyon College, Poser was leading 2–1 when he told Mansfield that his arm was stiffening up. The Bear barked, “Get in there, you dumb-ass farmer from Columbus!” Wisconsin lost, 4–3, and Poser sat on the bench until May. What is it with this guy? Poser asked himself. Later, he found out that his father, Bobby, had been chosen as head baseball coach over Mansfield in 1935. Assistant coach Fritz Wegner, who played baseball for Bobby Poser and basketball with Poser’s brother Chub, interceded but Mansfield would have none of it. “I could have pouted in the corner,” Poser remembered. Instead, he decided, “I’m not going to let this guy ruin my career.”4 Poser became a three-year starting pitcher and in 1967 led the Big Ten in ERA as the conference’s Pitcher of the Year.

The Badgers lost three of their first four conference games going into a bizarre doubleheader loss to Michigan on the first weekend at home. The Wolverines scored eleven runs off Buchholz to win, 14–6. “All of a sudden, everything I threw, they hit the heck out of it,” recalled Buchholz, who had shut out Notre Dame in his previous start. After the game, Buchholz learned from the Michigan first-base coach that he was tipping off his pitches—when Buchholz was going to throw his curve ball, he would move his index finger to one side of the seam. Michigan won the second game with a seven-run fifth inning that wiped out a three-run lead.5

At Ohio State, Sweeney lost, 8–2, to All-American and Big Ten strikeout leader Steve Arlin. Poser’s 1–0 shutout at Indiana gave the Badgers their fourth victory in twenty games. They won six of their last eight for a 6–9 league record.6 Morenz won the team MVP award and was named the National W Club’s Athlete of the Year. The senior from McHenry, Illinois, batted .330 with three home runs and twenty RBIs. Sweeney remembered Morenz laying down the traditional bunt that ended a player’s turn in batting practice, “The ball was heading right between his eyes. He puts the bat perpendicular to home plate, the barrel by his face and the knob in his stomach, makes a perfect bunt and runs to first base. He acted like nothing had happened.” Morenz taught social studies and coached basketball at Deerfield High School in Illinois and later owned and operated Morenz Cleaning Co. for twenty-two years. In April 1998, shortly after playing in the last UW alumni basketball game held at the Field House, Morenz died of a brain tumor at age fifty-three.7
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P ’n’ P

By 1967 Dynie Mansfield was the dean of Big Ten baseball coaches. Mansfield entered his twenty-eighth season with 369 wins and a .559 winning percentage. At that time only five other Big Ten coaches had been at their schools for sixteen years or more.8

Senior Gary Pinnow fulfilled Mansfield’s 1965 prediction of providing long ball help with seven home runs and twenty-six RBIs, a majority of the homers in Big Ten play. A football, basketball, and baseball star at Horlick High School in Racine, Pinnow came to Wisconsin on a basketball scholarship but gave up hoops to take summer classes and remain eligible. A defensive back on Milt Bruhn’s final three Badger football teams, Pinnow played outfield, third base, and first base for Mansfield, earning 1967 team MVP honors.9

Poser led pitchers with a 6–2 record, 4–1 in the Big Ten, with a sparkling 0.97 ERA and two shutouts. “He threw a lot of off-speed stuff,” Sweeney

recalled, “The ball’d be bouncing on the plate, and they’d be swinging at it.” Poser said his drop ball “was always low, around the knees. Once, I had seven balls in a row hit back to me.”10

Poser and Tom Schinke homered in a home-opening victory over North Central College (Illinois). The Badgers swept the Cardinals in a Saturday doubleheader on a damp, cold day (the author attended the game with his father and older brother and met Mansfield for the first time). Sweeney lost the Big Ten opener at Minnesota, but the Badgers won the next three, Poser shutting out Michigan State, 1–0, driving in the only run and holding third baseman Steve Garvey hitless in three at bats. Wisconsin won four of its next five games, Sweeney hitting a two-run homer at Indiana. Primis followed with a three-hitter, and Poser fired a 2–0 shutout at Northwestern. Schinke almost missed the trip to Evanston, though. He awoke with a start at 8:30 that morning with the team bus scheduled to leave at 8 o’clock sharp, according to Mansfield Daylight Time. “He ran things on time. If you weren’t there, too bad. So I’m in the car driving to Northwestern.” When Schinke arrived, Mansfield looked at him and said, “Hmmm . . . Knew you’d be here.”11

At Illinois, Poser got his third conference win in the opener, and Pinnow went 5-for-5 to lead a second-game comeback. “It was the time to have it because there were scouts there,” Pinnow recalled. Primis’s thirteen-strikeout victory at Purdue gave the Badgers an 11–6 Big Ten record; Sweeney won the Big Ten Medal of Honor for proficiency in academics and athletics.12

Civil Riots

On April 4, 1968, a sniper’s bullet killed civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis, Tennessee. While riots raged in Chicago, Detroit, Washington, D.C., and several Southern cities, a crowd of ten thousand held a somber freedom march up State Street to the Capitol after a memorial service held at the Lincoln statue on Bascom Hill. Chancellor William H. Sewell said that King “challenged the forces of hatred and bigotry,” giving hope that the nation may someday rise above racism and intolerance. During the memorial service, black students blamed apathetic whites for the murders of Dr. King and other civil rights leaders.13

Wisconsin did not open its ninety-ninth intercollegiate season until April 11. Schinke drove in seven runs in a doubleheader sweep of St. Mary’s College (Minnesota), with a double, triple, and home run in the second game. Schinke had two RBIs at Northern Illinois and stole his eighteenth consecutive base. Over two seasons, Schinke stole twenty-four bases without being caught.

Mansfield told him, “Take a couple of steps toward the catcher as you’re leading off so it looks to the pitcher as if you’re closer to first base than you really are—two steps and a dive off the bag.” Schinke usually stole off right-handed pitchers by watching their right heel. “If their heel comes up, start heading back for the base. I was always watching the right heel of the pitcher. Fortunately, they never caught me.”14

Growing up in the tiny town of Springfield (population about one hundred in the 1950s), Schinke raked leaves in the backyard with his dad and listened to Badger football games on the radio. He dreamed of being a Badger football player but attended UW to play baseball. “They had one scholarship and they used that for an out-of-state student.” The graduate of Lake Geneva Badger High School then talked with assistant football coach LaVern Van Dyke after impressing him in the annual freshman Red-White game. Injuries and academic problems for other backfield candidates made a scholarship available if Schinke played spring football. He suffered a broken arm but played on the varsity that fall, even though the break did not heal and a calcium deposit formed that connected the bones in his arm. “I had noticed a big bump on my right arm,” Schinke recalled. “I padded it up and played about a half. My fingers would go numb.” Schinke started at halfback and kicked the winning extra point to beat Minnesota, 7–6, in Milt Bruhn’s final game as head coach.15

Poser expected to have another banner year but suffered a blister on his pitching hand at Murray State that led to an infection. “The doctor started whittling on my finger with a scalpel,” he remembered. “Pus came out from underneath my nail which was about four millimeters shorter. When I came back, I was off. I couldn’t pitch for a month.”16 Primis and Nickels blanked Purdue, 2–0 and 1–0, in the league openers, putting the Badgers atop the Big Ten. Schinke drove in both runs in the opener, and catcher Mike Setzer’s squeeze bunt won the second game. In the first game, first baseman Gary Wald fielded a double-play ball and threw to second. The ball struck shortstop Bruce Erickson in the face, but the two players completed the double play. Dr. John Falk (Bobby) Poser—then a general practitioner at the family-owned Poser Clinic in Columbus—came out of the stands, went to the bench, and set Erickson’s broken nose. “I played the second game,” Erickson said. Dave Krumrei won the next day in relief when an Illinois runner tried to steal home and Krumrei hit the batter in the ribs, nullifying the run. The next batter grounded to Erickson, who stepped on second to end the game. Two home victories over Iowa included Nickels’s one-hit, 10–0 shutout. Another sweep escaped the Badgers at Minnesota. Leading 8–0, Poser allowed one run on a wild pitch and another on a throwing error. Despite Poser’s blister, Mansfield left him in the

game. The Gophers scored nine unanswered runs and won, 11–9. The Badgers won the second game, 4–2, Mansfield’s four hundredth as Badger coach. Schinke homered in each game.17
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Michigan stood between the Badgers and first place. Primis pitched another shutout and held Big Ten batting champion and number-one draft choice Elliott Maddox hitless. Krumrei won the second game in relief on Tom Johnson’s bloop single. Twenty-four hours later, the Badgers fell from the top just as quickly as they had gotten there, with Michigan State beating Poser and Primis in a doubleheader. In relief of Les Pennington, Primis suffered his only conference defeat of the season when the Badgers booted a game-ending double-play ball and the Spartans rallied for six runs, including Garvey’s two-run homer.18

On the season’s final day against Northwestern, “Su-Primis” won his league-leading fifth game, 7–3, and Poser celebrated his twenty-second birthday with a 3–1 victory. Wisconsin finished 11–5, in third place behind Minnesota (14–2) and Michigan State (13–4). “If I would have been able to pitch [all season],” Poser said, “we would have won.” Wearing uniform number thirty-seven, team MVP Primis hurled thirty-seven innings (first) and recorded thirty-seven strikeouts (third) in conference play. Schinke made first-team All-Big Ten and second-team All-NCAA District IV with a .317 average, seven homers, and nineteen

RBIs in twenty-seven games and tied Michigan State’s Steve Garvey for the Big Ten home run title with four. Wisconsin’s 2.59 team ERA was the school’s best in the modern era, and left fielder Geoff Baillie became the tenth .400 hitter in UW history.19

The War at Home

In January 1969 Richard Nixon took the oath of office as the thirty-seventh president of the United States and promised to end the Vietnam War within four years. Former Badger John Kleinschmidt was one of the advisors helping train Vietnamese soldiers to replace U.S. troops. “We got mortared most nights,” Kleinschmidt remembered. “It became so dangerous that we built a bunker at night instead of a Quonset hut because the military presence drew fire every night.” One night, Kleinschmidt convinced his commander to wait for a mechanized unit before returning to the compound, thus avoiding an ambush and saving lives.20

Dr. Mel Strand—who played third base for the Badgers in the early 1960s—served in the First Infantry Division, the 101st Airborne, and the First Air Cavalry in 1969 and 1970. A graduate of the University of Iowa medical school, Strand treated fighter pilots suffering hemorrhagic shock. He later completed a two-year residency at the University of Colorado and taught as an assistant clinical professor for four years before going into private practice in Denver from 1976 through 2004, when he retired.21

Throughout the Vietnam conflict, the University of Wisconsin was a center for student protests. In March, Governor Warren Knowles backed California Governor Ronald Reagan’s call for a federal investigation into the sources of campus unrest and to prosecute those who incited violence. The UW Board of Regents suspended three students involved in “destructive campus disorders.” In an interview for the Wisconsin State Journal, Badger pitcher Mike Nickels said, “Baseball players are almost insulated from what goes on like that. We’re too busy. I learn about it when I read the papers. [The protests] didn’t draw any crowds until the National Guard came.”22

The Spirit Is Back

In the winter of 1969 Wisconsin welcomed Elroy “Crazylegs” Hirsch, a former Badger football star and a Hall of Fame receiver, as its new athletic director. Fans cheered as Hirsch spoke at halftime of a basketball game from the center-court W at the Field House. Poor football attendance during a twenty-three-game

winless streak had produced a deficit that Hirsch was charged to eliminate through fund-raising, promotional efforts, and budget cuts.

Baseball escaped budget cuts, but in April 1969 coach Mansfield’s right knee went under the knife following the team’s Arizona trip. Mansfield and the Badgers limped home after a 2–9 trip and five losses to top-ranked Arizona State. “Except for pitching,” Mansfield said, “I think we’ll have a good college baseball team.”23

Former UW football coach Milt Bruhn took over as interim coach for the remainder of the season and named sophomores Lon Galli, Jim Enlund, and Mike McEvilly as his starters. “He was a left-handed Greg Maddux,” Bruce Erickson said of Galli. “He wouldn’t walk anybody—great control.” Galli said he became a pitcher when he struck out six in a 1–0 loss at Arizona State that spring.24

Galli started pitching in the Little League that Manitowoc Lincoln coach Frank Granitz had organized with Galli’s father, who came to Manitowoc to serve on one of the twenty-eight Gato class submarines built by Manitowoc Shipbuilding for the U.S. Navy during World War II. The family moved to Jacksonville, Florida, when Lon was in the fifth grade. “That’s when I started getting serious about pitching.” The family soon moved back to Manitowoc, where Galli played in the Badger League for thirteen- to fifteen-year-olds. Galli shut out Fond du Lac, 3–0, in the 1967 WIAA state baseball tournament, and Granitz connected Galli with the University of Wisconsin and Dynie Mansfield. “[Mansfield] was from the old school, rough and tumble,” Galli said. “He was a tough guy, real tough.”25

A 7–0 pitcher allowing less than one run a game as a West Allis Hale senior, Jim Enlund struggled on and off the diamond at Wisconsin, transferring from UW–Madison to UW–Waukesha during his freshman year. After returning to Madison as a sophomore, Enlund pitched a fall intrasquad game, throwing one fastball after another. “I’m this big hotshot [who] just wanted to throw it by them and impress,” Enlund recalled. “Dynie left me out there for seventeen runs. I just got killed.” Mansfield walked slowly to the mound, looked at Enlund and said, “Jim, I think we’ve got to find you a change of pace.” While some pitchers objected to Mansfield leaving them in to take an occasional pounding, Enlund said, “In retrospect, he had a plan. He knew how much work he wanted people to get.”26

Mike McEvilly played Madison recreational youth baseball with Tom Bennett, his neighbor and friend. When Madison East won the 1967 WIAA state baseball tournament, McEvilly beat Galli, 3–0, and led the tournament with a .500 batting average. McEvilly planned to attend La Crosse State, but

plans changed when he played summer baseball for Security State Bank where his mother had worked for Ray Sennett, the bank president. Sennett was a big baseball fan and served on the school board with Mansfield. He invited McEvilly and Bennett to have dinner with him and Mansfield, and they were offered a scholarship that they would split. “I was awestruck,” McEvilly said. “I had no inkling of that happening at all.”27

Dan Skalecki of Milwaukee Pius XI caught all three pitchers in his three varsity seasons at Wisconsin. Originally offered a scholarship to play for Tom Meyer at Northern Illinois, Skalecki changed majors from accounting to pharmacy, transferred to Wisconsin, and played two years for Mansfield and one for Meyer, who succeeded Mansfield as UW coach in 1971. “Dynie was a disciplinarian,” recalled Skalecki, who remembers teammates having the door to the team bus shut in their faces when they missed a 9 a.m. departure. They then had to find another way to Chicago’s O’Hare Airport, where the team caught a flight to Arizona for the spring trip. Skalecki was once removed from a game when he borrowed a green, rubberized warm-up jacket on a cold day at Guy Lowman Field. “Somebody said, ‘Put this on,’ and it’s Galli’s jacket,” Skalecki said. “He’s up to bat and he walks. Now they’re looking for his jacket, nobody can find it, and I’m wearing it.” Mansfield, however, could also look the other way. According to Skalecki, some Badger players broke curfew one night and the residence hall fellow in the dormitory where the players were staying told Mansfield, “You’ve got a bunch of drunk players running around, and I don’t appreciate it.” Mansfield checked Stu Voigt’s room and found him passed out, face down on his bed. “He’s not drunk,” Mansfield said. “He’s always like that.”28

Uncle Milt

Milt Bruhn had a different coaching style and personality from that of Mansfield. Voigt said Bruhn “had a real relaxed attitude—settle on a lineup and let ’em play.” Enlund said Bruhn was “probably the most popular guy on campus. Everybody loved Milt.” Third baseman Tom Bennett recalled that assistant coach Jack Nowka did most of the coaching and that Mansfield called the shots from the old UW Hospital on University Avenue.29

Galli struck out fourteen Northern Illinois Huskies and won the home opener, 4–1, throwing overhand curves that dropped as much as eight inches and constantly changing speeds. He lost the Big Ten opener at Purdue, 2–1, in eleven innings, but Enlund won the second game.30 McEvilly’s best memory of

his baseball career was his 5–3 victory over the Gophers in the second game of a doubleheader at Guy Lowman Field, at one point retiring ten batters in a row. The new Madison East coach “Knobby” Kelliher told McEvilly to feed curves to Gopher slugger Noel Jenke, who led the attack in Minnesota’s 16–1 first-game rout. Kelliher called pitches from the press box behind home plate. McEvilly would shake off catcher Jim Trebbin if Kelliher signaled something else. “I had those guys eating out of my hand,” McEvilly said.31 Wisconsin earned a split of the doubleheader but still trailed Minnesota by two games with eight left to play.

In the first game, Bruhn argued with umpire Keith Tipler, and a photograph of the two showed up in the newspapers. Tipler, who began as a kid umpire in the Midget League started by Mansfield and who went on to umpire recreational, high school, and intercollegiate games for forty years, recalled the scene: “It was all over balls and strikes. Pennington was all over the place but I might have called a couple of close ones a ball instead of a strike. The funny part of the whole thing is, after it was over, [Milt] came over and was awful nice about it.” Tipler had worked many games with Art Lutz, a Big Ten umpire through much of the Mansfield era. “He was bullheaded like Dynie,” said Tipler, “built to be an umpire.” Lutz did not like to work the bases and always wanted to work the plate. “He was the best ball-and-strike man that I ever saw.”32

The Badgers failed to catch the Gophers but finished .500. Galli pitched ten scoreless innings at Michigan State, was lifted for a pinch hitter, and Wisconsin lost, 2–1. The Badgers dropped the second game and were out of the race. The Badgers won twice against Northwestern to finish 7–7. Galli struck out thirteen and won the first game, 11–0, and Voigt homered in each game.33

A local kid, Stu Voigt had ridden his bike to Guy Lowman Field to watch Badger baseball and went to as many Home Talent games as he could. An all-state football player and all-city in baseball and track at Madison West, Voigt set the state shot put record and drew interest from Wisconsin, Texas A&M, and California. “Everybody who wanted you to go to Wisconsin was sitting in your living room,” he recalled. Because the track season conflicted with baseball, Voigt played summer baseball, including American Legion baseball for Madison West coach Ray Clausen. “I appreciated his enthusiasm,” Voigt said of Clausen. “He was fun to be around and he made baseball fun.” Umpires Tipler and George Oosterhaus encouraged Voigt to become a catcher. “I had an incredible big league arm,” Voigt said, but training for the track team had an adverse effect. “I was too big or too muscular. By my senior year, my throwing

deteriorated.”34 Voigt became a power-hitting left fielder and returned in 1970 for Mansfield’s final season at Wisconsin, along with Galli, whose pitching guile and durability earned him the first of two team MVP awards.

[image: Image: Three-sport star Stu Voigt. (UW Athletic Communications)]

“A Simple Game, Boys”

When Mike Johnson grew up in the east-central Wisconsin city of Waupun, he played the kids’ game of “workup” in a local park. Kids earned their ups by catching the ball on the fly, often snatching the ball in a crowd. “If you weren’t at the park on time, you’d end up in right field with forty-five other guys,” Johnson said. “By the time you got your turn, it was dark.” Johnson and his buddies also played a version of Home Run Derby. Batters earned points for singles, doubles, triples, and home runs. “It was just a constant playing of baseball,” Johnson said. In his days, kids played baseball on makeshift fields on or behind a tennis court using anything for bases. Teams chose up sides and played an all-star game. When Little League came to Waupun, Johnson was eleven

years old; his team reached the state finals a year later with future Badger teammate Greg O’Brien pitching. “We met next as freshman at UW,” Johnson recalled. Like most players, Johnson chuckled recalling Mansfield’s season-opening skull session. “Boys, this is the plate. This is a bat. This is a ball. When they throw it across the plate, you hit it with the bat. It’s a simple game, boys.” On the field, Mansfield let players know if they did something wrong. “He’d point his finger and shake his fist at you.” As a sophomore in 1970 Johnson started in center field and hit .415 using a thirty-three-ounce Nellie Fox “war club” bat and earning first-team All-Big Ten honors.35

[image: Image: Greg Mahlberg played four years, made the majors. (UW–Madison Archives, S16087)]

The 1970 Badgers won twenty-two games in Mansfield’s farewell season. They reported to practice at the Camp Randall Memorial Sports Center, better known as the Shell, in early February. “Everybody knew that Dynie was done,” Erickson said. “He didn’t actually say it but we knew it.” With freshmen eligible to play at the varsity level, Wisconsin Lutheran High School’s Greg Mahlberg won the catching job in fall practice. “He gave me the job right away,” said Mahlberg, raised on Milwaukee’s east side, the son of a police officer.

His father, who was also a former semipro and minor league pitcher, told him, “You want to get to the big leagues? Be a catcher. That’s the quickest way to get there.” Mahlberg started catching in the Shorewood Little League at age eight and later spent one season with the Stars of Yesterday. In high school, Wisconsin Lutheran played against other Lutheran private school teams. “I’d gotten the bug,” Mahlberg said. “I wanted to be a professional baseball player.” He played for his father and for longtime coach Steve “Tex” Belich on the Tanner-Paull American Legion team, on which his high school coach, Ron Unke, had starred. “Whatever I learned about baseball philosophy, I learned from them.” Mahlberg called the 1970 UW squad “the strongest in all my four years.”36

Enlund beat Oklahoma in the March 29 opener. When the Badgers took the field against Arizona State, the infield consisted of 5′6″ Tom Bennett at third base, 5′9″ Erickson at shortstop, and 5′9″ R. D. Boschulte at second base. “What is this, the Little Nine in the Big Ten?” a fan hollered. Another Sun Devil booster poked fun at pitcher Dennis Sobush. “How bush is Dennis? So Bush.” The laugh was on Arizona State, however, which Galli beat, 6–1. Skalecki recalled that Arizona State coach Bobby Winkles, later a major league manager, had his team run sprints in the outfield after the game “until they puked.”37

Dave Refling had a 5–1 lead over future major leaguer Craig Swan the next day but faltered in the ninth inning, and the Badgers lost, 7–5. Voigt homered, and shortstop Bruce Erickson brought his average to .700 with two hits, making up for earlier errors in the field. Winkles told him, “Son, very seldom have I seen a shortstop whose fielding percentage is lower than his batting average.” On April 1, Oklahoma and Arizona State beat Wisconsin in a day-night doubleheader. Still, “We were pretty confident that we were going to take the league,” Galli said.38

The Badgers opened the 1970 Big Ten season sweeping three doubleheaders, two at home against Purdue and Illinois. Upcoming games at Minnesota faced relocation or cancelation because of possible student unrest over the fatal shootings of four student antiwar protestors at Kent State University and continued opposition to U.S. military action in Cambodia. The games went on as planned, and Minnesota beat Galli and McEvilly to knock the Badgers out of the race. In the meantime, UW–Madison chancellor H. Edwin Young declared the campus off limits to all but authorized personnel, Governor Knowles added one thousand National Guard troops to a force of five thousand police officers to maintain order, and UW faculty voted 546–198 to close the campus for one week. A move to cancel the rest of the semester lost, 542–149.39

Rain canceled a home doubleheader with Michigan State but wet weather held off the next day. Voigt drove in four runs in Galli’s 5–1 win over Michigan.

“I was hitting [catcher Greg Mahlberg’s] glove with every pitch,” Galli said. “It was my best game of the season.” The Badgers set a single-season record of twenty-one victories against UW–Milwaukee but lost twice at unbeaten Ohio State. Before the games, Erickson recalled National Guard troops guarding cannons beyond the outfield fence. “The cannons were over the fence and the umpire made them move the cannons back,” he remembered. “A little later, two tanks came in.” The Badgers won the season finale at Indiana, 2–1, behind Dave Billy, a 5′10″, 183-lb. hurler from Arlington, Virginia.40 Boschulte stole his twenty-first base to snap Reichardt’s six-year record of twenty and homered to win the game. “I was psychic on that one,” Boschulte beamed. “I knew I was going to hit it.”

R. D. Boschulte played baseball in Minnesota and Iowa before landing at Madison West High School for his senior year as his father moved around the Midwest as a store manager for J.C. Penney. A freshman hockey player for new coach Bob Johnson (“One of the best coaches I ever played for”), Boschulte became a nonscholarship infielder at Wisconsin. “Dynie was as much concerned about your development as a human being as he was about your baseball skills,” recalled Boschulte, who said Mansfield often expressed disgust at player errors instead of chewing them out. “He would slam his hat on the ground or turn around and not look at you.”41

Erickson and road roommate Greg O’Brien collected a souvenir from the Indiana conquest, a cream-and-crimson IU shower curtain from their hotel room at the student union. Soon after they got back, they were told to report to athletic director Elroy Hirsch’s office. “Boys, I want the shower curtain,” said Hirsch, who sent the item back to Indiana. Erickson earned first-team All-Big Ten honors and the team MVP award. “I think Dynie just liked me and decided to put my name on the trophy.” In his last official act as coach, Mansfield named Tom Bennett the team captain. “I believe that Tom gets more out of his potential than anyone I’ve ever had,” Mansfield said. “I liked to see him at the plate in a pinch. He is a real leader.”42

When he was five years old, Bennett convinced the older kids in the Hawthorne School neighborhood to let him play baseball with them. Kids played every kind of baseball at the school playground—pitcher’s hand, right field is an automatic out. “Even if it was three on three, we’d find some way to do it,” said Bennett, who coached his twin sons in West Madison Little League. Bennett played in Madison youth leagues from Midgets (ages 11–12) to Juniors (ages 13–14) and went on to manage the Midget team and coach his younger brother’s Juniors team. Between seasons at Edgewood High School, Bennett played American Legion baseball for Ray Clausen. “He had such a passion for the game,” said Bennett, who worried about making the team. Clausen assured

him, “Benny, you’re my third baseman, you’re gonna bat second, no matter what happens, for two years.” “That’s all I needed to hear,” Bennett recalled. “The pressure’s off, just go play.”

[image: Image: Fritz Wegner and Dynie Mansfield, a team for thirty-one years. (UW–Madison Archives, S04518)]

Bennett played on Edgewood’s 1966 and 1967 Wisconsin Independent Schools Athletic Association (WISAA) state champions with future Badgers Greg O’Brien and Craig Carlson. A 5′6″, 160-lb. middle linebacker who played every minute of every game, Bennett planned to play football and baseball at UW–Whitewater. The dinner meeting at the Madison Club with McEvilly, Sennett, and Mansfield followed, and Bennett became a Badger. In 1969 Bennett and McEvilly were the last two players chosen for the Arizona spring trip. Bennett appreciated Mansfield, who told the players: “No smoking, no drinking, no breaking curfew or you’re done.” Bennett recalled, “He was a real taskmaster about rules and punctuality. But I loved the guy.”43
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A New Era and New Homes

1968–1978

One summer day in 1968 Tom Meyer went fishing in northern Wisconsin with his good friend Dynie Mansfield and caught himself a job. As Meyer recalled, he and the longtime Badger coach had been angling and trolling the waters of Vilas County for several years. Mansfield maintained a few cabins on Nelson Lake, and Meyer regularly joined his parents at Muskellunge Lake in adjoining Oneida County. Fishing together for a day at one of Dynie’s pet spots became an annual ritual. While drifting on Nelson Lake one August afternoon, “Dynie is telling me when he is going to retire, almost to the day,” Meyer remembered. “So I asked him, ‘What will someone have to do to get your job?’” Mansfield looked at Meyer and said, “You do everything I tell you to do, and you’ll be the baseball coach at the University of Wisconsin.” In the summer of 1969 Meyer left Northern Illinois after six seasons, took the assistant’s job at Wisconsin, and lived with Mansfield and his wife, Ruth, for the next six years, while pursuing a PhD he never completed because of coaching commitments. “I knew his reputation,” Meyer said of Mansfield. “I knew that he was a big, rough guy on the outside but he was like a teddy bear on the inside. People either loved him or they didn’t love him, but if you got to know him—a heart as big as gold. He couldn’t do enough for you.”1

Meyer’s baseball roots went back to his boyhood in Milwaukee, playing and umpiring (four games a day for $2.40 a game through the Muni-Athletic office at 35th and Clyburn) in summer leagues and selling peanuts during Braves games at County Stadium. He played Stars of Yesterday summer youth baseball, two games a week from age nine to thirteen.

The Milwaukee Public Schools started offering high school baseball in 1954. Meyer and other summer league players attended Washington, Rufus King, and Juneau high schools. Coaches told them, “If you want to play football,

you have to play baseball.” Meyer graduated from Washington High School in 1955 and caught for the Klozas in the Milwaukee Sentinel All-Star game on August 7 at County Stadium before the Braves-Pittsburgh Pirates game. Thirty Municipal League players and another thirty from Milwaukee County league teams participated in separate tryouts in late July and early August. Based on the tryouts, managers registered their two best players under eighteen years old. At the August 7 All-Star game between the Klozas and the Briefs (named for the founders of the Stars of Yesterday youth baseball program, Jack Kloza and Bunny Brief), Braves manager Charlie Grimm, coaches Bucky Walters and Johnny Cooney, Sentinel sports writer Red Thisted and Braves broadcaster Earl Gillespie selected two players to represent Milwaukee at the annual Hearst Sandlot Classic held at New York’s Polo Grounds August 22 between the U.S. and New York All-Stars. Future Badger John Aehl won the Milwaukee all-star game, 4–0, and was selected along with Briefs’ shortstop Terry Laschen to go to New York. Meyer’s teammates included future Badgers shortstop Jim Schultz and left fielder Walt Nowicki. Future Badger Bill Rubin played center field for the Briefs.2

Meyer considered attending the University of Wisconsin as a wrestler after finishing second in the state competition, but he instead enrolled at Northwestern University and caught for the Wildcats from 1957 to 1959, where he played for Fred Lindstrom, a Hall of Fame third baseman. Meyer coached under Lindstrom in 1960 and 1961. “I’d pick his brain in the steam bath every night,” Meyer said. “So I was learning stuff that [Giants manager] John McGraw taught him in the 1920s.” Lindstrom once corrected the umpires after they allowed two Northwestern base-runners to score on an overthrow when the rule book dictated that one runner be sent back to third base. “If you can’t win a game fairly and squarely,” Lindstrom told his team, “you don’t deserve to win it at all.”3

Meyer coached while pursuing a master’s degree in physical and math education. Lindstrom expected a federal appointment as the Evanston postmaster, and Meyer seemed to be in line for the head coaching job. Lindstrom got the appointment in the middle of the 1961 season, and Meyer became interim head coach and the youngest coach in the Big Ten at age twenty-three. Despite receiving recommendations from Lindstrom and other coaches that Meyer be given the job permanently, Northwestern athletic director Stu Holcomb advised Meyer to get high school coaching experience first. In 1962 and 1963, Meyer taught math, served as an assistant coach at Evanston Township High School, and played summer baseball in the Milwaukee Classic (Langsdorf) Baseball League.


Meyer became an assistant coach at Northern Illinois University when athletic director George “Chic” Evans made good on a promise to hire Meyer when an opening occurred. When the head coach resigned before the 1964 season got underway, Meyer became acting head coach and guided the team to a 23–5 record. The best hitter was first baseman Steve Land, who batted .350 for the season and hit a three-run homer to beat Wisconsin. Meyer led the Huskies to a 100–75–4 record in six seasons before coming to Wisconsin as Mansfield’s top assistant and heir apparent to the head coaching job.4

The Seven-Inch Rule

Meyer inherited some excellent pitching talent, thanks in part to Mansfield’s seemingly bizarre philosophy on pitching. “Throw for the middle of the plate.” To Mansfield, 90 percent of baseball—pitching—involved seven-seventeenths of home plate, or seven inches. “If you throw for the middle and you’re seven inches off, you’ve got a corner,” Mansfield told Meyer. “If you throw for a corner and you’re seven inches off, you’re either down the middle or you’ve thrown a ball. On the college level you’ll be ‘off seven inches’ more often than you’ll be ‘on.’”5

Lon Galli won six games in 1970 and earned a second team MVP award in 1971, with Jim Enlund and Mike McEvilly as number-two and number-three starting pitchers. The team lost six of nine games in Arizona, two of them marathons using only one pitcher. Galli worked fifteen innings, struck out thirteen, and earned a victory at Grand Canyon College. Enlund pitched seventeen innings and lost to the same squad in the longest Wisconsin baseball game since 1940.6

The Badgers lost five of their first seven Big Ten games before sweeping Minnesota in a doubleheader at Guy Lowman Field. Galli beat Dave Winfield, a three-time All-Big Ten pitcher and a future Hall of Fame outfielder, 4–1, and got two run-scoring hits himself, one on a broken-bat single. McEvilly won the second game with a 3–0 shutout. “We had heard about Dave Winfield, how big he was, how dominant he was, how unhittable he was,” Galli said. “I got lucky and got the chance to pitch against him. When we beat Minnesota, we were ready to go to the College World Series. We wanted Arizona State again.” Galli still has the bat he used, now on display on his mantle, which also contains his two MVP trophies. After their double triumph, the Badgers took prisoners. While the victors were putting equipment away, the driver of the Gophers’ bus turned around on a gravel road, expecting an easy exit. “They pulled the bus in there and they locked the gate,” Meyer remembered. Fifteen minutes passed

and the “Chief”—Minnesota coach Dick Siebert—approached Meyer and said, “It’s bad enough that you beat us. At least let us get out of the ballpark.”7 The Badgers beat Indiana twice to secure a winning record (20–19) and a 9–9 Big Ten mark. Greg O’Brien won the opener with a two-run homer. Paul Schandling stole home to win the second game.8

Diamonds in the Desert

The winningest pitcher in Wisconsin history was a farm kid from Mequon who was the last player to make the traveling squad in 1972. Andy Otting grew up on a farm, and his dad got away from the cows and crops long enough to catch for him. In high school, Otting pitched two no-hitters and a one-hitter in consecutive games at Mequon Homestead for the late Don Rennicke, “a tough, fair-minded coach” who taught him how to set up and close out hitters. Otting’s career ended in disappointment when he struck out sixteen against Dick Hrlevich’s Milwaukee Hamilton squad but lost in the regional final, 1–0. Otting got a full scholarship and earned a spot in the starting rotation with a 7–0 shutout on the Arizona spring trip. He also learned techniques for success from former White Sox pitching coach Ray Berres, a Kenosha native who annually tutored UW pitchers. Otting led the 1972 Badgers with six victories and won twenty-one games in a four-year career.9

On the same 1972 spring trip, Lee Bauman emerged as the starting center fielder. He would set team records for runs scored and stolen bases, and earn first-team All-Big Ten honors. Bauman grew up in Milwaukee playing baseball in alleys with other kids. His dad’s job transfers moved the family to St. Paul, Minnesota, where Bauman played Little League, and to Appleton, where he played in the Babe Ruth league as a left-handed shortstop. Bauman played American Legion baseball in the summer and participated in the 1972 North-South All-Star Game at County Stadium.10

The outfield got even stronger when Tom Shipley transferred to Wisconsin after playing his freshman year at South Alabama. A three-sport athlete at Edgewood High School in Madison, Shipley played on WISAA state championships in 1967 (with Tom Bennett and Greg O’Brien) and 1969, was an all-city basketball player, and a wide receiver in football. At Wisconsin, Shipley won the 1972 and 1973 MVP awards, contended for the Big Ten batting crown each year, and broke “Red” Wilson’s career and Harvey Kuenn’s single-season record for hits.11

When Greg Mahlberg homered and drove in four runs in each game of a doubleheader with UW–Oshkosh, Meyer moved him to third base and made

freshman Daryl Fuchs the starting catcher. A native of Evansville, Wisconsin, Fuchs fell in love with baseball at the age of five, volunteering to catch so he could play with the older kids. It became the position he played through high school and a four-year career at Wisconsin. He stated that as a kid, “I shoveled snow, mowed lawns to buy the equipment.” Fuchs honed his skills each summer of his high school years at the Art Gaines baseball camp in Honeywell, Missouri, and the Oakland Athletics drafted Fuchs after graduation. “I was getting mail from every major league club,” said Fuchs, who recalled fourteen to eighteen scouts at his high school games. Meyer convinced Fuchs not to sign with Oakland and gave him a full scholarship. A solid receiver who worked effectively with pitchers, Fuchs later applied his knowledge as a Badger coach from 1978 to 1991.12

[image: Image: Andy Otting delivers against Notre Dame. (Wisconsin State Journal Library)]

The 1972 conference season opened with lopsided losses at Northwestern, the first Sunday baseball in Badger history because rain canceled the Saturday games. The Badgers started out 1–3 but rallied to finish 7–8.13 Shipley (.425) and Mahlberg (.400) had a shot at the batting title with four games to play.

Mike Adler shut out Michigan, 1–0, and Dan Domski beat Michigan State, but Iowa’s Barry Schulzius (.444) won the batting title. At the awards banquet, the UW System president John Weaver, a huge supporter of varsity baseball, said, “It’s always nice to beat Michigan and 1–0 is the way to do it.”14

[image: Image: UW president John Weaver, the Badgers’ number one fan, with coach Meyer. (Tom Meyer collection)]

California Realist

“I love Madison, but that’s not where the future is being created,” said former Badger Steve Bennett from California’s Silicon Valley in 2012. The one-time multisport athlete at West High School ended his UW baseball career in 1976 as the Badgers’ all-time leader in hits (169), doubles (49), and RBIs (119). Since then, Bennett has been an executive for General Electric and the CEO for both Intuit and Symantec. He also served on public company boards at Sun Microsystems and Qualcomm. He joined the American Airlines board of directors in 2011. In 2014 Bennett donated $7 million to the new Stephen M. Bennett Student-Athlete Performance Center adjoining Camp Randall.15


When the 6′3″, 185-lb. Bennett reported as a freshman baseball player in 1973, Meyer used him as a first baseman and designated hitter, the first year that position was used in intercollegiate and major league baseball. Bennett batted .320 in Big Ten play. He became a regular outfielder the next three seasons, twice earning first-team All-Big Ten honors, and broke records for hits, batting average, and doubles.16

Rain or snow canceled six games between March 31 and April 10. A foot of fresh snow in early April forced Wisconsin to play home doubleheaders at Skokie, Illinois. The Badgers split with Ohio State and Indiana at Niles West High School. Scott Mackey, another left-handed pitcher harvested from the Illinois farm fields, pitched his first collegiate game. “I was really nervous,” Mackey, a freshman from Marengo, Illinois, said. From age thirteen, professional scouts eyed Mackey who had thrown no-hitters and “struck a ton of guys out” in high school. Mackey had a 2–3 record in a season filled with cancelations. After their midwestern spring trip, the Badgers had more cancelations than games played through April 22.17

Bad weather posed a bigger threat than usual, now that Big Ten teams played doubleheaders on Friday and Saturday and a three-game series with a traveling team. The Badgers alternated opponents with their traveling team, the Northwestern Wildcats. When Wisconsin opened a weekend with Indiana, Northwestern played Ohio State, then the teams switched opponents for the Saturday games. “Sometimes we would meet at the same restaurant, going in opposite directions,” recalled Meyer. Wisconsin and Northwestern would play a single game on Friday and a doubleheader on Saturday each season, alternating as the host team.18 The other traveling team partners of Big Ten baseball were Minnesota and Iowa, Illinois and Purdue, Ohio State and Indiana, and Michigan and Michigan State.

Wisconsin routed Purdue, 16–1, in the Big Ten opener and won six of its next nine games. However, the title run stopped with a sudden lack of hitting. The Badgers lost doubleheaders to Minnesota and Michigan, scoring one run in four games against the league’s top pitchers, and finished 8–8. On May 21, the Badgers finally played the Brewers at Milwaukee County Stadium. The Brewers led, 6–0, after five innings when the season ended as it began—with rain.19

Shipley finished third in Big Ten batting (.446) with a league-leading twenty-five hits, and hit .360 over two team MVP seasons. Bauman—who became a switch-hitter so he could beat out infield hits—batted .400. Fred Spytek (.340) hit four Big Ten homers, six overall, and eleven over two seasons. Otting ranked seventh in pitching (4–1, 2.20 ERA), developing a slider while pitching in the Southern Illinois Collegiate League.20
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Wisconsin’s trip to the 1974 University of California–Riverside Tournament was Steve Bennett’s first trip to Southern California. “I woke up in the morning, looked out the window, and saw the mountains,” Bennett recalled. “They had snow on them.” The Badgers played Arizona State (43–17 vs. Wisconsin all-time), UCLA, Stanford, Oregon, Tulane, and Brigham Young. Domski beat Arizona State, 8–7. Freshman Duane Gustavson, from Mundelein, Illinois, got national attention leading the tournament with a .477 average. Wisconsin looked forward to Big Ten play with Shipley, Bauman, and Bennett in the outfield. “I believe we’ll have as fine an outfield as there will be in the country if our people do the job they’ve done before,” Meyer said.21

Wins, Skirmishes, and Losses

Steve Ploetz, a three-sport athlete from Prairie du Sac where he is now president of the local bank, batted second in the lineup. “It was my job to hit with Bauman on first base and score in front of Bennett,” recalled Ploetz, who shared first base and DH assignment with Bennett as a freshman. Ploetz and Bauman had

a private signal that ignited Wisconsin’s offense, using Ploetz’s high school nickname. “C’mon, Wonder,” Bauman shouted while clapping his hands at first base. When Ploetz heard that, “I knew he was going.” Bauman set a single-season record of twenty-five stolen bases.22

Wisconsin opened the Big Ten schedule sweeping Ohio State. Otting won the opener with homers from Fuchs and first baseman Dwight Mueller. Tom Rodel followed with a six-hit victory that Meyer called “the finest game of his career.” Two losses at Indiana preceded a three-game series at Western Michigan. In the first game, Shipley had four hits and knocked in three runs in a 7–6 victory that ended with a routine infield out. As Bauman jogged in from center field, he saw his road roommate Shipley make a beeline for the crowd that was seated on the hill on the first-base side of bowl-shaped Hyames Field. A fan had been hurling insults at Shipley throughout the game. “He must have had this guy pinpointed,” Bauman recalled. “He went up the hill and had the guy on the ground.” Mueller pushed Shipley away and kicked the fan. The skirmish ended, and the Broncos won the second game, 12–11.23

Back home, Otting won the first game against Northwestern and saved the second to put the Badgers in first place. Shortstop Rick Larsen of Tomah drove in four of the ten second-inning runs in the nightcap. “We had enough quality baseball players,” Larsen said in 2013. “They were looking for me to fill a hole in the middle of the infield. It was easier because our pitchers stayed ahead of hitters and kept them off balance.” On April 26, Illinois spoiled a warm, sunny day at Guy Lowman Field with two victories, stopping Bauman’s eighteen-game hitting streak. The next day, the Badgers pounded Big Ten ERA leader Gary Mahoney of Purdue, 8–1, and Bennett tied Pat Richter’s single-season record of thirteen two-baggers. The Badgers lost the second game, 9–8, in which Shipley—who now owned UW’s career record for hits—was used as an emergency pitcher.24

The next stop was Milwaukee County Stadium for an exhibition game against Del Crandall’s Milwaukee Brewers. Bauman asked Meyer if the Badgers could use their aluminum bats. At first, Meyer said, “No, we’re in the big leagues now.” When Bauman replied that the team had not used wood bats all season, Meyer allowed Bauman to ask Brewer manager Del Crandall if metal bats were okay. “He was in his jock strap,” Bauman recalled, “and said, ‘Son, I don’t give a damn what you use.’”25 The Badgers led, 6–1, but the Brewers came back to win, 13–7, even though the Brewer bullpen occupants told Badger outfielders where to play the Milwaukee hitters.

The Big Ten season ended with three losses in four games at co-champions Minnesota and Iowa. Mackey recalled that Iowa fans had come from a rugby

match and cheered on the Hawkeyes while tapping quarter-barrels of beer. Shipley closed his career batting .308 in league play; Bennett had a blistering .458 Big Ten average and a team-leading .379 overall. An All-District and first-team all-Big Ten selection, Bennett had fifty hits, drove in thirty-four runs, and led the NCAA with sixteen doubles. He credited summer baseball for his improvement as he commented, “There would be fifteen hundred people at every game, and the players came from the top programs in the country.” Bennett played for the Springfield Caps of the Illinois Collegiate League in 1973 and the next two summers with the Grand Junction (Colorado) Eagles, one of the best teams in the nation that included future major leaguers. “It was more like the pros because there’s a book on you,” said Bennett. “They know your strengths and your weaknesses.”26

[image: Image: Steve Bennett proved excellent at business and baseball. (UW Athletic Communications)]

Bauman, Otting, and Mackey played in the prestigious Cape Cod Collegiate League. Bauman, Minnesota pitchers Steve Comer and Ken Herbst, Michigan State pitcher Rick Moore, and Iowa infielder Bryan Jones led the Cotuit Kettleers to a third straight league championship. Otting, 5–1 for the Badgers in 1974, pitched for Chatham in 1973 and 1974. Mackey, who led UW

starters with a 3.64 ERA that belied his 3–4 record, developed a change-up that he said made him a better, more confident pitcher.27

Sadly, the Badgers lost sophomore shortstop Tom Popovics of Beloit to testicular cancer at the age of twenty during the 1974 season. Mackey roomed with Popovics. “He was fast, had a really good arm, and could hit the ball,” said Mackey, who recalled Popovics getting treatment for a lump. “He fought through it and went into remission. It flared up again. It was a tough, tough loss.”28

Ain’t Got a Home

A land swap between the UW intramural sports and athletic departments made the 1975 Wisconsin Badgers a road team for the entire season. Recreational sports returned to the original Guy Lowman Field, which had been dedicated in 1952, and a new Guy Lowman Field was built on a swamp behind Nielsen Tennis Stadium, named for Arthur C. Nielsen, the founder of the television ratings system and a former captain of Wisconsin’s tennis teams. The new field was unplayable the first year and was considered the worst baseball facility in the Big Ten during its sixteen seasons. Over the course of his tenure, coach Meyer asked the other Big Ten coaches to rate each baseball program on quality of facilities and support. Wisconsin was at or near the bottom in every category. Meyer presented his findings to the athletic department and over the years the university did build roofs for the dugouts, renovate fences, and shore up the infield. But drainage problems and a lack of restrooms and concession stands remained. Players from the late 1970s and early 1980s such as Eugene “Pepi” Randolph, Darrell Moore, and Mike Hart remember the spongelike outfield that soaked their shoes on an ordinary day. Mansfield warned Meyer, “Don’t tear down the old [field] until you can get on the new one,” but when Meyer drove by the original Guy Lowman Field the next day he found it demolished. As for the new field, “For the first year, we couldn’t get on it,” Meyer recalled. Home became wherever the team could play. Breese Stevens Field, Warner Park, Mansfield Stadium, Middleton High School, and Janesville’s Riverside Park all served as sites for home games.29

The constant travel did not bother the players, who comprised one of Wisconsin’s most talented teams. Seven players batted .300 or better, and starting pitchers Otting, Mackey, and John Nelsen combined for seventeen victories. On a twelve-game Louisiana trip, the Badgers swept a doubleheader from the LSU Tigers. “[Their fans] were chanting, ‘Tiger Bait,’ and we went out and beat them,” Otting said. “That was fun.” The New Orleans trip meant

staying for ten days at a hotel a block from Bourbon Street. Players broke curfew but still performed well in games. “We figured out how to get around that,” Otting said. “Some of our parents came down. We had a blast.”30

Otting and left-hander Jim Peterson of Waupun won the opening games against LSU-New Orleans, in which Bennett and Gustavson knocked in a combined seven runs. When the Badgers returned home to start the Big Ten season, they found the new Guy Lowman Field still unplayable.31

As an alternative, the Badgers played their Big Ten home opener against Ohio State at Northwestern’s home field in Evanston, Illinois. After the Wildcats completed a morning doubleheader against Indiana, the Badgers swept the Buckeyes in an afternoon twin bill. Andy Otting won the first game, 12–2, in a game called after five innings because of the conference’s ten-run rule. Gustavson drove in the winning run in the nightcap after umpires warned that the game would be called after seven innings. At Niles West in Skokie the next afternoon, Wisconsin routed Indiana, 9–5 and 13–0, and led the Big Ten at 4–0. “We came out of the gate fast every year,” Bennett recalled. “As the seasons progressed, the hitting was pretty solid.”32 For the first twenty games, Gustavson had a .466 average with twenty-one RBIs. Ploetz followed with a .384 average and twenty RBIs. Bennett (.381) led with twenty-five RBIs on his way to a then-record thirty-nine. Meyer gave volunteer hitting coach Rick Reichardt the credit, but Reichardt said the players had worked hard to improve. Pitching also improved, with three shutouts in nonleague games at Breese Stevens Field. Otting had already matched his 1974 record of 5–1, and John Nelsen of Abrams (3–0) had exceeded his two-year win total and posted a 6–0 record with a record 1.52 ERA. “His personality changed that year and he got real aggressive,” Mackey said of Nelsen. “One of the funniest guys on the team, one of the best foosball players on the team,” said Otting. “He had a great breaking ball.” Sadly, Nelsen died on November 6, 1986, from injuries suffered in a motorcycle accident in Las Vegas. He was thirty-two-years old. Nelsen pitched for the semipro Green Bay Bluejays from 1973 to 1981 and had worked at the Golden Nugget Casino in Las Vegas for six years. In 1978 he ran unsuccessfully for the Wisconsin Assembly.33

Nelsen won his first Big Ten game at Purdue, and Mackey shut out Illinois. Wisconsin brought an 8–2 record into a “home” doubleheader with Minnesota at Janesville’s Riverside Park; Mackey beat future major leaguer Steve Comer, 4–2, striking out a humble infielder with a quick bat and great speed named Paul Molitor. Next, the 9–3 Badgers hosted Iowa at Madison’s Mansfield Stadium. Bryan Jones hit two home runs in each of Iowa’s victories off four different pitchers in Wisconsin’s first doubleheader loss of the season.34 Needing four

victories at league leaders Michigan State and Michigan to share the Big Ten title, the skidding Badgers dropped both doubleheaders to finish 9–9. They lost two one-run games before 2,500 fans at East Lansing’s John H. Kobs Stadium and lost twice by 4–2 scores at Ray Fisher Stadium as Michigan won its first conference title in fourteen years.35

Bauman, Bennett, and Gustavson made first-team all-Big Ten. Bauman won his second straight team MVP award and finished second in Big Ten batting with a .457 average and twenty-seven hits, one shy of Kuenn’s record of twenty-eight. Bauman also set then-career records for hits (135), runs scored (107), and stolen bases (57). Bennett, an all-District IV selection for the second straight year, drove in a record thirty-nine runs to bring his three-year total to ninety-two. Gustavson led the Badgers with a .378 average, earned second-team All-American and first-team All-Big Ten honors and was named a Big Ten academic All-American. He also earned a silver medal in the 1975 Pan American Games. He played six minor league seasons, briefly reaching the Class AAA level, and managed four minor league clubs, winning a championship with the Fort Myers Royals of the Florida State League in 1985. After several years away from the game, Gustavson returned to baseball as a scout for the Pittsburgh Pirates and Boston Red Sox. On October 24, 2014, Gustavson passed away in Westerville, Ohio, at age 59.36

Otting left as Wisconsin’s all-time leader in wins, third in games pitched (47), and fifth in starts (32) and innings pitched (216⅓). “When I look back, I gave them four consistent years,” Otting said. “Because of the weather, we didn’t get as many games in and didn’t get as many starts.”37 Andy Otting got scant attention from scouts and decided not to attend tryout camps. Instead, he earned a master’s degree in ornamental horticulture at UW–Madison and is manager of Scott Byron & Co., an upscale landscaping firm serving clients in the greater Chicago area.

The Spirit of ’76

“This is the finest nucleus and the finest depth Wisconsin has had since I’ve been here,” Meyer said before the 1976 season began. The Badgers tied for first place in the Rollins College Tournament at Winter Park, Florida, and had a 12–5 preseason record.38 They split four games at Iowa and Minnesota to open conference play. Randy Rennicke emerged as Wisconsin’s top pitcher with a 5–2 record (3–0 in the Big Ten) and a 2.96 ERA. He had pitched five no-hitters and posted a 16–0 record and 0.53 ERA at Mequon Homestead for his father, Don Rennicke, who had built a pitching mound on the back acre of their

home. “A fountain of knowledge and calm demeanor with a passion for the game,” Randy said of his dad. While the University of Kentucky coach was flying in to sign the prize prospect, Rennicke sat with Meyer at a picnic table in what is now Don Rennicke Park in Mequon and signed his letter of intent to attend Wisconsin, winning the number three starter job after fall practice. An all-state center fielder who batted .400 his last two high school seasons, Rennicke did not get out of the first inning in two spring starts and batted .111 as a designated hitter. When Rennicke focused on pitching as a sophomore, “My confidence came back,” he said.39

Wisconsin’s 6–7 conference record belied the team’s competitiveness. The Badgers finished 22–15 overall with a 12–8 road record and a 7–5 mark in one-run games. Rain canceled two home doubleheaders. Duane Gustavson and Steve Bennett went out with a bang though. Gustavson batted .386 with thirty-nine RBIs and well-placed power—nine doubles, six triples, and five home runs; he signed with the Chicago Cubs, leaving UW with the career record in triples (12). Bennett batted .370 with career totals of 116 RBIs and 169 hits. Nelsen, Rennicke, and Alan Clark combined for sixteen wins. Mackey did not pursue a professional career and applied his landscape architecture degree to his own landscaping business in Illinois. Some of Mackey’s clients still cannot believe that Wisconsin no longer has a Division I baseball team. “They think it’s kind of a joke. It’s a shame.” Still, Mackey remains grateful for what his Wisconsin experience gave him. “I got a free education, traveled all over the United States, and met some great guys.”40

“Hey, Rook!”

Mike Zimmerman played quarterback and pitched at Middleton High School but spurned other college recruiters and enrolled at UW–Madison because he wanted to play Big Ten baseball. At first Zimmerman played behind incumbent shortstops Steve Curry of Milwaukee and Bruce Twite of La Crosse, but he became the starter in 1977 when those players left the program. “I didn’t get bigger until I was twenty,” said Zimmerman. “I was just fortunate enough to be in the right place at the right time.” His indoctrination occurred in a game against All-American Paul Molitor and the Minnesota Gophers. Routine ground ball. Zimmerman up with it cleanly. Throws to first. SAFE! Huh? From the bench, Molitor’s mates hollered, “Hey, rook—learn anything yet?” The speedy Molitor, who became a Milwaukee Brewers all-time favorite and a member of the Hall of Fame, had beaten the play easily. The rook shook it off and became an excellent player, earning a full scholarship and two team MVP awards. Zimmerman

had a .372 career batting average, hitting to all fields and taking extra bases whenever he had the chance. Above all, the Badgers produced three winning teams and first-division finishes over a four-year span from 1977 to 1980, including a 31–17 record in 1979 with a Big Ten–best thirteen victories.41

[image: Image: Two-time MVP Mike Zimmerman. (UW–Madison Archives, S16084)]

Players not only laid the groundwork for success but literally took charge of the grounds at Guy Lowman Field. The renovation crew included players carrying rocks in their batting helmets to clear the new field for practices and games. “When you filled your helmet up, you could leave practice,” Zimmerman recalled. “It wasn’t in very good shape, and we had to do a lot of work on it.” Despite constant efforts to keep the field in good playing condition, players recalled playing on two-tone grass, water soaking through their shoes in the outfield, and restroom facilities limited to one Porta-Potty at the left-field entrance. Reserves manned the “tarp crew,” rolling the tarpaulin off the diamond before games and covering the field afterwards. “I was on the tarp crew,” recalled infielder Monte Phillips, who had one hit in eleven at-bats as a freshman. Players sold Mr. Z’s pizzas to raise funds for the baseball program, and they took defensive driving courses in the Field House so they could drive vans on road trips to

Purdue, Indiana, and Ohio State, taking buses to other games and limiting airplane travel to spring trips to the South or Southwest to save money.42

[image: Image: The tarp crew hard at work. (Wisconsin State Journal Library)]

An experienced pitching staff returned but did not enjoy expected success. Randy Rennicke won just three games in 1977, the most heartbreaking was a one-run loss to Iowa’s Mike Boddicker, a fourteen-year major league pitcher, who held the Badgers to one hit. That summer, Rennicke had an 11–2 record at Grand Junction (Colorado) in the Alaska-Colorado League, and Angels scout Sam Suplizio signed him to a contract. “That was how well I threw all year,” said Rennicke, “but it just didn’t happen at Wisconsin.” Rennicke almost balked at the $2,500 offer. “I could go to school one more year,” he told Suplizio, but when he felt his dad’s kick under the kitchen table, Rennicke signed. By his second year in the minors at El Paso, “I lost the sink on my fastball in the thin air, the slider didn’t slide.” A month after his release from AAA in 1980, Rennicke married and started a sales and management career in the printing business.43

Wisconsin’s next ace pitcher came from southeastern Minnesota. Jim Van Proosdy began playing baseball in his hometown of Austin, population thirty thousand and home of the Southern Minny League. “Almost all of our parks in the Big Nine conference had built-in stadiums because of the southern Minnesota League,” he recalled. Starting at age six, Van Proosdy played in an eight-team league of lodge-sponsored teams. He learned his pitching delivery from

local coaches and lost only one game for the Austin Central Packers, named for the Hormel meatpacking company headquartered in Austin. Meyer and assistant Steve Land met Van Proosdy at a Los Angeles Dodgers tryout camp and offered him a partial scholarship from the six that the baseball program had available. “Vinny” eventually earned a full scholarship and pitched four seasons at Wisconsin.44

Turnaround

In 1978 Wisconsin jumped from eighth place to third with a 10–6 mark, trailing only champion Michigan and runner-up Michigan State. The Wolverines (13–3) had pitcher Steve Howe (6–0, 1.17 ERA in 1978) and outfielder Rick Leach, the famed Michigan quarterback who allegedly flipped off the Badger baseball fans for riding him about the 1978 Rose Bowl loss to Washington. “He could flat out hit,” UW catcher-infielder Craig Zirbel said of Leach, who discovered that the future American League first baseman had a major weakness. “He played center field against us, but he couldn’t throw a lick. I was expecting somebody who ran well and threw well. He could hit anybody.”45

Wisconsin’s first fifty-game schedule in history featured the Thirty-first Annual Rollins College Invitational Baseball Tournament where the Badgers lost six of nine games. In the program’s first Sunday tripleheader, Van Proosdy pitched Wisconsin’s first no-hitter since 1962 against UW–Whitewater, although he was unaware of the possibility until the sixth inning when teammate Frank Shellenback told him, “Get ’em out, they don’t have a hit yet.” Using a baffling change-up that could sail or ride in or out, Van Proosdy did not allow a runner to reach third base but walked five in the seven-inning game. In the first afternoon game, Steve Marsden won a two-hitter, 3–2. Center fielder Pat Seegers, a sophomore from Waukesha, had a triple and three RBIs.46

The Big Ten season opened with two losses to batting champion Leach (.473) and Michigan and a split with Michigan State, whose right fielder Kirk Gibson won the RBI crown and slugging title. Van Proosdy dropped the first game, 5–1, and tried in vain to stop Gibson’s consecutive stolen base streak at twenty-five, throwing over repeatedly to first baseman and fellow Minnesotan Kirk “Geese” Magee. The first pickoff attempt was close. Magee tagged Gibson hard. “You do that again and I’ll break your arm,” Gibson snarled. On the second try, “We had him,” Van Proosdy said. “We had him leaning.” He walked over and asked Magee, “Why didn’t you slap the tag on him?” On the next pitch, Gibson stole second. In the second game of the doubleheader, Gibson’s theft streak ended when pitcher Ken Mulry, an all-conference third

baseman at Kimberly from tiny Combined Locks, quickly delivered the ball to the plate. Zirbel threw, Zimmerman tagged. Out. “I don’t know about this being my best performance or not,” Mulry said. “All I care is that we won.”47

Mulry won again at Illinois, 8–2, and right fielder Mike Hart drove in three runs. A sophomore from New Berlin with a strong arm, good speed, and a powerful bat, Hart started playing baseball on the Select Little League teams reserved for the best players. He later played summer baseball for his high school team in the Land O’ Lakes league and for the semipro Waukesha Americans, which he joined at age fifteen. “I played eighty games in the summer after coming home from college,” said Hart, who played with Van Proosdy, Seegers, and Shellenback on the Americans’ 1978 Wisconsin State Baseball Association champions.48

In a 6–5 Badger victory, Iowa coach Duane Banks played the game under protest, claiming that Seegers purposely plowed into second baseman John Mahoney to break up a double play; Banks claimed Seegers should have been called for interference and ejected from the game. The ensuing argument led to a thirty-minute, bench-emptying baseball fight. After order was restored, the Badgers won on a bases-loaded walk. At Minnesota, Marsden salvaged a split with an 11–2 victory. “I could tell when he was really hummin’,” Shellenback said. “He was throwing heat and had a nasty breaking ball. He handcuffed good teams.” Shellenback said batters could not see the spin on Marsden’s curve ball. “He started out at your waist and ended up at your kneecap.”49

Van Proosdy and Marsden won at Ohio State, and Wisconsin finished 10–6 in the Big Ten and 23–21 overall. “We started getting good pitchers,” said Phillips, who became the regular second baseman in 1978, joining Zimmerman to give the Badgers a middle infield combination that improved team pitching. Co-captains Zimmerman (.348) and Zirbel (.340 Big Ten) led the hitters; Marsden won the Outstanding Pitcher award (6–2, 2.24 ERA); Ken Mulry earned Rookie of the Year honors with a 4–2 record. His 2.04 ERA and thirty-five strikeouts led the team.50

Mulry almost never became a Badger. Originally, he signed to play football at UW–Superior. In the summer of 1977 Mulry unveiled a submarine-style fastball at a Cincinnati Reds tryout camp in Appleton. The pitch popped the mitt of a scout, who said, “Give me another one of those, son.” Mulry pitched mostly over the top but fooled hitters unfamiliar with fast-pitch softball with the underhand delivery he used while playing for The Bar, a Green Bay fast-pitch team. “A softball is bigger and a little heavier than a baseball,” Mulry said. “I figured, if I could throw a softball fast, just think what I could do with a baseball.” Badger assistant coach Steve Land was at the camp to see another

pitcher. Afterwards, “He called and came back to see me throw,” recalled Mulry. “That’s how I signed at Wisconsin.” After beating Iowa, Mulry told a Milwaukee Sentinel sportswriter that he wanted to play pro ball but, he stated, “Right now there’s nothing that would make me happier than needing to put up more bleachers for the fans.”51

Distant Shores

In August, the Badgers played several Germany-based U.S. Air Force teams and the national teams of Holland and Italy. The Italian squad had several transplanted American players who were brought over to Italy for the summer. “It was a different challenge,” said Tom Meyer, who had coached the Swedish National Baseball Team in a European tournament in Holland as well as the Sports Ambassadors baseball team in Ecuador, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, and in Curacao in the Netherlands Antilles. Meyer believed the annual spring trips to different parts of the United States and this European trip were beneficial from a recruiting and educational perspective. The overseas trip cost each player $600 for basic expenses, and baseball booster club members and other donors helped out. Many players count the tour as their most gratifying Wisconsin baseball experience. “We never would have gone to Europe without [Tom Meyer],” said Phillips, who finished the tour as Wisconsin’s best hitter (.340).52

The Badgers split two games with Holland and won five straight from U.S. Air Force teams stationed in West Germany. Marsden beat Rhein-Main, 15–2, for his second victory of the tour, and Reedsburg junior Pete Romoren won a six-hit shutout, 12–0. After an 18–8 triumph over Spangdahelm AFB, Marsden defeated Sembach AFB, 2–1. An 8–3 victory in a rematch with Rhein-Main raised the tour record to 6–1. The Italian national team beat the Badgers in five straight games to end the tour.53

On September 30, the varsity won the Badger-Alumni baseball game, 5–3, at Guy Lowman Field. Thirty current players and thirty-five former Badgers who graduated between 1949 and 1978 turned out. Arthur “Dynie” Mansfield, the retired College Hall of Fame coach, grinned broadly as he threw out the first ball to his former catcher Robert “Red” Wilson. Freshman Dean Rennicke, younger brother of alumni starter Randy, got the victory and Andy Otting took the loss. Mike Zimmerman and Tony Noble drove in the winning runs; Rick Larsen had an RBI triple for the Alumni.54

The field was in great shape despite rain falling for almost an hour before the game. The entire infield, batting area, and pitcher’s mound had been

replaced with rain-absorbent dirt, the Dugout Club reported. “No longer is our infield a soupy morass for days following a rain.” A new $10,000 tarpaulin was ready for next season and “anytime a person is willing to pay the cost of a covered grandstand with locker rooms and coaches’ office, the University will be favorably disposed to naming the baseball field after him. Any takers?”55 There were no takers, but the next Badger team would set a record for victories and post Wisconsin’s highest Big Ten finish in eleven years.
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The No-Bid Badgers and the Streak

1979–1983

The 1979 Wisconsin Badgers were the first UW baseball team to win thirty games. They finished second in the Big Ten at 13–5, the most wins in the league. Nonetheless, the Badgers did not go to the NCAA tournament, despite winning twelve of their last fourteen Big Ten games in a memorable drive to a possible conference title. Fans got a bargain—$14 for an adult season ticket and $7 for students.1

A twelve-game trip to Louisiana took the Badgers back in time. Students in a large bleacher section along the left-field line at LSU hurled racial epithets at Wisconsin left fielder Darrell Moore, the first African American baseball player to complete a four-year career. “I got called nigger, blackie, Sambo, spear-chucker, everything,” Moore recalled. “They lit my ass up, they really did.” Moore came to the bench crying, but his teammates told him, “Relax, we’ll take care of it.” Before play resumed, outfielders Mike Hart and Frank Shellenback, first baseman Kirk “Geese” Magee and pitcher Jon Dzurak rushed over and told the fans to stop the verbal attacks. “All those guys,” Moore said, “they had my back.”2

Moore was grateful to be going to college at all. “Wow—I got accepted to college?” Moore thought when the letter with the W insignia arrived. “If I would not have played baseball at Wisconsin, I never would have graduated from college.” A three-time all-city selection at James Madison High School in Milwaukee, Moore pitched four no-hitters and batted .396 with fifteen stolen bases as a senior, and he played summer baseball with future Badger Eugene “Pepi” Randolph. Moore became a starting outfielder at Wisconsin after putting on a throwing exhibition from right field during a workout. “First ball, right on

the bag. Second ball, right on the bag,” Moore recalled. “Now I’m thinking I have to throw a one-hopper, just to show that I could do it. Before I knew it, I was on the baseball team.”3

[image: Image: The 1979 Wisconsin Badgers baseball team. (UW–Madison Archives, S12901)]

The Badgers lost four of five games to Tulane and an apparent victory to weather and a head-on home-plate collision. Outfielder Frank Shellenback collided with the Tulane catcher, causing his injured nose to bleed from both sides but with a shoulder touching the plate. Both players lost consciousness, and the delay lasted long enough for rain to cancel the game with Wisconsin leading, 7–3. Shellenback got even by hitting the ball on the nose and over the fence. He homered twice and drove in seven runs in two victories at UW–La Crosse. Later that season, the Barrington, Illinois, native homered in each game of a twin bill with St. Norbert College in De Pere and stroked three more dingers that week, including one in each game in a doubleheader sweep of Purdue at Guy Lowman Field. “It was a big field, and I connected on the right dates,” Shellenback said. “Usually a good home run will go out of any field.”4

Wisconsin lost the Big Ten opener at Michigan, but freshman Dean Rennicke blanked the Wolverines, 2–0, in the second game. Rennicke had equaled his brother Randy’s 16–0 record for state high school champion Mequon Homestead the year before. At Ann Arbor, Dean could hear his dad and high

school coach telling him, as he had so many times before, Here’s the opportunity. Smell the victory. Tighten the noose. “Once I got through the first pitches, I settled in and got in my groove,” recalled Rennicke. “I don’t remember ever being in a jam.” Rennicke said that junior catcher Craig Zirbel “gave me a ton of confidence. He was just fun to throw to.”5

“Ozark”

“Hello, Mr. Ozark. It’s not going to be easy for you, Mr. Ozark. It is so good to see you.” That was the greeting that junior pitcher Jon Dzurak got from Edgar Harden, the cigar-smoking interim boss of Michigan State University before a doubleheader. The nickname “Ozark” actually came from Dzurak’s football days at Brookfield East High School when rain had smudged the name taped on his helmet. An all-state football and baseball star, Dzurak struck out sixteen Menomonee Falls East batters in his first varsity start. Meyer saw the game, swatted Dzurak on the bill of his cap and said, “Good job.” Dzurak went unnoticed at his first fall practice at Wisconsin but made the spring trip. In 1978 he broke his thumb when he knocked out a robber trying to steal a case of beer from a man walking in front of a group of players near the Capitol. Dzurak told the coaches he had slipped on the ice, but they learned the truth and demoted Dzurak, who had pitched a one-hitter against UW–Platteville, to the bullpen. He soon became the team’s top reliever. A fastball/slider pitcher, Dzurak had beaten Randy Rennicke in Land O’ Lakes competition and attracted scouts while pitching for Al Nau’s West Allis Bank team in the Langsdorf League. When Emil Belich, the Brewers scout who signed Paul Molitor, asked Meyer why Dzurak did not pitch more, Dzurak never heard the answer and never saw Belich again.6

The Badgers lost both games at Michigan State, but Van Proosdy and Jeff Jordan pitched the first double shutout of Illinois in Wisconsin history on Sunday. “I usually pitched before Vinny,” said Jordan. “I threw hard, and he came in and baffled ’em with his change-ups. He was a crafty pitcher.”7 Jordan originally did not want to pitch. Growing up in Orangeville, Illinois, population five hundred, Jordan played Little League for his father, Gene, a TV repairman and Home Talent third baseman. One day, Gene needed a pitcher in a nine-and-ten-year-olds tournament, and Jordan began a twenty-year pitching career that included semipro baseball. Jordan participated in five high school sports—baseball, basketball, track, one year of golf, and football (a twelve-player team his senior year). The baseball team played in the summer when Jordan also played American Legion and Home Talent baseball and fast-pitch softball.

The Dodgers drafted him in 1977, higher than they drafted future major league catcher Mike Piazza. Jordan believed that is what caught UW’s interest.8

Wisconsin’s drive toward an NCAA bid began at home with double victories over Iowa and Minnesota. Zimmerman doubled with the bases loaded as the Badgers rallied from a 4–0 deficit to beat the Gophers, 5–4, in the opener. Van Proosdy’s 1–0 shutout of Minnesota tied the Badgers for first place.9 Double wins over UW–Stevens Point and Northeastern Illinois set a school record of twenty-six victories. A nine-game winning streak ended when Lawrence University beat Rennicke, 2–1. Dzurak won the second game in relief, and the Badgers won fourteen of their last seventeen games.10

A team meeting sparked the success. Players were tired of playing “loosey-goosey” baseball and wanted to play hard and tough. “You could see the light-bulb go on,” Dzurak recalled. “We won. Then we won again. Then we won again.” Meyer became a different coach, getting on players and umpires when necessary. On the final weekend, the table was set for a title with home doubleheaders with Indiana and Ohio State. The Hoosiers won the first game, capitalizing on two Badger errors and a fly ball that soared over the head of left fielder Tony Noble for a game-winning, two-run triple. Shortstop Mark McBride’s first career home run sparked a rally in the second game, and the Badgers won, 7–6. When the Hoosiers tried to walk Zimmerman intentionally, he poked an outside pitch to right field for the ballgame.11

The Badgers needed to sweep Ohio State for a title shot. A 3–2, ten-inning victory in the opener set off a celebration not seen in years. Jordan started and was headed for the bench when Noble snared a drive against the fence with the bases loaded. “We came back with two runs in the bottom of the tenth inning and won the game,” said Jordan. “That was typical of our team that year.” Jordan may have thrown 170 pitches that day at Guy Lowman Field, a place built for fly outs—360 feet down the lines, 380 in the power alleys, and 400 to dead center. “You had to love being a pitcher at Guy Lowman,” said Jordan, who pitched in high school with a center-field fence 290 feet from home plate. Moore, Hart, and Shellenback ran down fly balls that often fought a stiff wind off Lake Mendota. “If the ball didn’t go over the fence, basically we were catching it,” Hart said. “I liked to play shallow,” Moore added, “because people could not hit the ball over my head.”12

Van Proosdy won the second game, 4–1, with relief help from Mulry. Now the Badgers awaited the results of Michigan and Michigan State’s doubleheaders, hoping to clinch second place. No other second-place team in the Big Ten had failed to get an NCAA bid. Both teams swept their opponents, split with each other, and Michigan State won the league with an 11–4 mark. Wisconsin

finished second (by .222 percentage points) at 13–5, followed by Michigan at 10–4. Despite their runner-up status and thirteen conference wins, the Badgers stayed home. “Unbelievable. Unfathomable. Wrong. We deserved to be there.” So said Dean Rennicke, who believed Wisconsin had the potential to be champions when he arrived in 1979. “I knew all of these guys from watching Randy play with them.”13 Players have said that Wisconsin’s lack of a winning baseball tradition may have kept them out of postseason play.

[image: Image: The Badgers celebrate a win as the dejected Ohio State pitcher walks away. (UW Athletic Communications)]

The figures support an at-large bid. Wisconsin won thirty-one games, posted twenty-three conference victories over the past two seasons (second only to Michigan State’s twenty-four), had a 20–4 record at Guy Lowman, and had five consecutive seasons of at least twenty-two wins. Van Proosdy had a 7–0 record, 4–0 in the Big Ten with a sparkling 1.41 ERA. Jordan won seven games as the Most Improved Player, Mulry won five, and Rennicke four. Hart, Zirbel, and Zimmerman combined for 146 of Wisconsin’s 344 hits and seventy-two of the Badgers’ 201 RBIs. Joe Scime and Shellenback combined for forty-nine RBIs in the middle of the order.14


Scime, a native of Algonquin, Illinois, who started out as a catcher, was grateful to be a Badger. “I didn’t even know where Madison, Wisconsin, was, even though it was a hundred miles from where I grew up,” he said. But despite contacts from Notre Dame, South Carolina, and Augustana (Illinois), Scime walked on at UW on the recommendation of basketball coach Ken Slimko, a friend of assistant Steve Land. A virtual unknown who lacked a strong throwing arm, Scime made the Badger roster as a freshman. “Steve and Tom recognized early on that I could hit,” Scime said. “They found a spot for me.”15

Mike Hart signed with the Seattle Mariners after the season and debuted as the Minnesota Twins starting left fielder on May 8, 1984. He played his final major league game as the starting center fielder for the Baltimore Orioles on October 4, 1987. Perhaps his most famous home run is the one he hit as “Burton” of the New York Yankees in the classic 1989 baseball film Major League, filmed at Milwaukee County Stadium. “I fouled off the first one and hit the second one out,” Hart recalled of his blast that gave the visitors a brief lead over the Cleveland Indians in the mythic American League playoff game. Hart earned $100 a day on the set, and his employer, the School District of Greenfield, graciously allowed him to finish the film.16

The Streak

When Craig Zirbel arrived as a UW freshman baseball player, the coaching staff didn’t think he could hit and didn’t know he could catch. Zirbel batted .115 in an inauspicious debut season that included a call from the bullpen to replace injured John Hnath in midgame at second base. Zirbel had caught in high school, but his coach apparently did not list this ability when the Badgers scouted him. “Can you catch?” Land asked Zirbel as he warmed up a pitcher. Zirbel got the job as a sophomore but also played first base, third base, and was an occasional designated hitter. As a catcher, Zirbel called the pitches and the first and third situations for infield positioning and pickoff attempts. In 1980 the two-time co-captain had a school-record thirty-game hitting streak that started at Notre Dame on April 5 and ended in the second game of a doubleheader against Rockford College on May 7. The previous record was Lee Bauman’s eighteen-game streak in 1975. John DeMerit (1957) and Rick Reichardt (1964) had seventeen-game streaks.17

Zirbel opened the 1980 season as the starting catcher but moved to third base with the emergence of Vince Schmidt, a switch-hitter from Oak Forest, Illinois, who had been catching—and loving it—since he was seven. Land saw Schmidt at a Cincinnati Reds tryout camp and recruited him. “You don’t want

to go north to play baseball,” Schmidt’s father told him. But once he got to Madison and saw the Capitol and the campus, he was sold. Schmidt marveled at Zirbel’s consistency at the plate, throwing his hands at the ball and making solid contact, a technique Zirbel learned playing in the Cape Cod League. “He was just a really good, compact contact hitter,” Schmidt said. “It was one of the best hitting streaks in college baseball.” In six years as an assistant coach at the University of St. Francis in Chicago, Schmidt taught players to develop similar hand-eye coordination by standing in the batter’s box wearing a batting helmet and catching pitches with their gloves. “Hitters are supposed to track the ball from the pitchers’ release point to the catcher’s glove,” Schmidt explained. “This way, they use hand-eye coordination to catch the ball.”18

[image: Image: Craig Zirbel ready to hit at Guy Lowman Field. (UW–Madison Archives, S12908)]

Strong pitchers complemented the offense. Rennicke won seven games and Marsden, with an ERA of 2.65, won four. Jordan had a 3–1 Big Ten record. Ken Mulry pitched mostly in relief, occasionally using his underhand, windmill-like delivery but throwing mostly fastballs and a late-breaking overhand curve. Michigan State radio announcers called him a cross between major league characters/pitchers Al “The Mad Hungarian” Hrabosky and Mark “The Bird” Fidrych. “I was a little wild, and I was a little goofy,” Mulry said.19

The Badgers opened at Arkansas against the 1979 College World Series runners-up. The Razorbacks swept four games, handing Rennicke and Jordan

9–0 losses and giving UW outfielders fits as line drives and grounders skipped off the unfamiliar artificial surface and scooted in all directions. Oklahoma outscored Wisconsin 49–6 in three games, and Oklahoma State slugged the Badgers, 19–1, who won their only game of the trip on Darrell Moore’s three-run homer in Rennicke’s first victory.20

The Badgers won five of their next seven games and opened conference play with two home wins over Michigan State and two losses to Michigan. At Illinois, Scime led a two-game sweep with three doubles and two home runs. He had received a full scholarship before the season started. “Had that not occurred, I don’t know if I could have stayed at the university,” Scime said. “[Coach Meyer] was fair and good to me overall. I knew he expected a lot out of me, to be a leader on the team. He and Steve [Land] put a lot of confidence in me.”21

Jordan won at Purdue and Zirbel hit in his nineteenth straight game. The Badgers split at Ohio State, losing the opener, 6–5, despite homers from Magee and freshman Jim Barwick off 6′7″, 230-lb. Mark Dempsey. “Hit his first pitch to deep left for a home run,” Barwick remembered. “I squared that one up pretty good. A great memory!” Marsden blanked the Buckeyes, 4–0, and the team van chugged on to Indiana where Jordan beat the Hoosiers, 3–2, and Zirbel rapped two more hits. A 10–1 loss stopped the winning streak, but Zirbel hit safely in his twenty-seventh straight game. The streak finally ended in a home victory over Rockford College. During the streak, Zirbel batted .455 with fifty hits in 110 at-bats. He finished at .397 and earned first-team All-Big Ten honors at third base and the team MVP award, setting then-records for hits in a season (62) and career at-bats (503).22

With a 10–6 record and a shot at second-place, the Badgers lost twice at Minnesota and finished fourth. “Any time you finish in the first division of the Big Ten, it’s an accomplishment,” Meyer said. “This was a great bunch of guys and great seniors. It’s a credit to them that after a rather poor spring record-wise, we really hung in there. And Zirb’s record adds all the more luster to it.” Jordan had faced major leaguers Kirk Gibson and Rick Leach but had more trouble with Zirbel in batting practice. “I would take Zirby and Zimmy [Mike Zimmerman] ahead of anybody,” Jordan said. “It’d drive you insane trying to get ’em out.”23

Mulry won eleven games in his first three seasons as a Badger before a sore arm ended his career. He pitched three summers for the Orleans Cardinals in the Cape Cod League (where Zirbel played for the Cotuit Kettlers), working eighty to ninety innings as a starter and facing future major leaguers Ron Darling, Walt Terrell, and Bob Tewksbury. He once served up a home run to

Hyannis catcher Bill Schroeder, who later played for the Brewers and became the team’s television analyst. “When I came back to Cape Cod my last year, my arm was pretty much shot,” said Mulry, who won two games in 1981 but worked only one and one-third innings in Big Ten play. No major league team drafted him. As for “Ozark,” he coached baseball in Dundee, Illinois, and later earned his master’s and doctoral degrees in education and has been an administrator in the Milwaukee Public Schools. “When I retire from this, I will coach again,” he said.24

Midnight Sun

A month after the 1980 season ended, the Badgers spent a week in Alaska, playing eleven games against two top semiprofessional teams and six more against the Alaska Goldpanners. That team, formed in 1960, was credited with winning 75 percent of their games and having 88 percent of their players—including Tom Seaver, Dave Winfield, Dave Kingman, Jim Sundberg, Graig Nettles, Andy Messersmith, and Rick Monday—sign contracts with major league clubs.

Wisconsin played in the annual Midnight Sun game at 11 p.m. on Friday, June 20, at Fairbanks, Alaska, less than two hundred miles from the Arctic Circle. No lights were needed because the sun does not set that far north on the longest day of the year. Rennicke and Jordan pitched for the Goldpanners that summer, but they pitched for the Badgers on the Alaskan tour. Rennicke lost to the Goldpanners, 1–0. “Pepi” Randolph remembered facing a star-studded team that included future major league outfielder Kevin McReynolds, shortstop Harold Reynolds, and first baseman Alvin Davis, who hit two of the longest drives that Randolph had ever seen on consecutive pitches. “He hit [the first one] so far out of the park that it was foul,” said Randolph, who exchanged amazed looks with shortstop Jim Graboski. “The very next pitch he hit one just as far, over the scoreboard, the farthest ball I ever saw in my life.” The Badgers lost every game but struck gold in baseball experience.25

Divide and Expand

Wisconsin played a record sixty games in 1981 and had twenty-eight scheduled doubleheaders. Big Ten baseball divided itself into Eastern and Western halves and decided the champion with a postseason playoff series. Dean Rennicke and Joe Scime co-captained the Badgers, a young squad with four seniors among the forty-three players on the varsity and JV teams. Steve Land and

Daryl Fuchs returned as assistant coaches, and Van Proosdy served as pitching coach. After starting more games than any pitcher in Wisconsin history, Steve Marsden signed with the Dodgers. Rennicke, Jordan, and John Binder led the pitching staff. Senior Darrell Moore and sophomores Jim Barwick of Hartland (.370 as a freshman) and Mike Verkuilen of Winneconne provided a strong outfield.

[image: Image: Eugene “Pepi” Randolph cocaptained the 1982 Badgers. (UW Athletic Communications)]

The realignment did not help the Badgers, who won three of four at home against Northwestern, then lost all twelve games to division rivals Illinois, Iowa, and Minnesota. Moore and sophomore Mike Verkuilen earned third-team all-conference honors. Moore batted .306 (.320 Big Ten) and stole a record thirty-one bases. Verkuilen—an All-Academic team selection all four years—started eight games as a pitcher and played outfield. After missing most of his first season with a shoulder injury, “Pepi” Randolph drove in twenty-four runs as the regular second baseman.

Randolph co-captained the 1982 Badgers, the second African American captain in program history. He did not even play baseball until the summer before his freshman year in high school when he joined a team in the

Beckham-Stapleton Little League. From there, he played shortstop four years at the University School of Milwaukee under coach Howard Boese of UW’s 1946 conference champions. “It was a real treat playing for Howie,” said Randolph, who remembered Boese hitting “bullets” and “ropes” during practice sessions and recording teaching points in a notepad that he kept in his back pocket. “They were the little things that he would bring up—taking the extra base, throwing to the right base, hitting behind the runner.” The fundamental approach paid off in three berths in the finals of the Wisconsin Independent Schools Athletic Association state baseball tournament. Randolph chose Wisconsin after playing for the church-sponsored St. Mark’s team in a Milwaukee summer league with center fielder Darrell Moore, who recommended Randolph to the Badger coaches. Randolph appreciated Zirbel’s accurate throws to second base and the way Moore would lope in to field a hit and then throw to Randolph to tag the batter out if he took a wide turn.26

Mark Doran, placekicker for the first Badger football team in nineteen years to get a bowl bid, played third base (“You could hear his throws as they came across the diamond to first base,” Randolph recalled). Doran chose to attend Wisconsin because football players could also play baseball. When he suffered a leg fracture playing strong safety, coach Dave McClain came to Doran’s hospital room and assured him he would be ready for baseball. “He gave me every opportunity,” Doran said of McClain. “He was extremely supportive.” Doran played on Connie Mack League teams, then started at shortstop and earned all-state honors in baseball and football at Thornbridge High School in Dalton, Illinois. Semiprofessional experience helped him transition to center field in 1983. “Now it’s hard to get college guys to play,” Doran said. “They play the college season and just hang out in the summer.”27

The 1982 squad desperately needed pitchers. The previous staff had set a school record for innings pitched in one season, but Rennicke joined Marsden in the Los Angeles Dodgers organization and Jordan ended a four-year career with forty-four appearances, thirty of them starts, setting dubious records for career losses and bases on balls. “If they had kept records for wild pitches and hit batters,” said Jordan, “I would have had those, too.”28

Meyer turned to Rob Derksen, Scott Sabo, and Mike Bentheimer as his top three starters. Derksen pitched a complete game 5–4 victory in the Big Ten opener at Northwestern. “A bulldog,” Randolph said. “Give him the ball,” Meyer recalled. “He wanted to play all the time.” Derksen set a record with twenty-two appearances in 1981. His toughest out may have been a tall, lean forty-one-year-old outfielder who homered off him in the alumni game that fall. “I’m going full on this guy,” Derksen told catcher Bill Czaplewski, ignoring

the rule to throw hittable pitches to alumni batters. Derksen watched a towering blast clear the fence. “Who was that?” Czaplewski asked. “Pat Richter,” Derksen replied.29

“Pick One!”

Scott Sabo broke UW’s five-game conference losing streak, blanking Iowa, 1–0, in the first one-hitter by a Badger in fourteen years. With nine hundred boisterous Hawkeye fans on hand who had just watched the Iowa spring football game, Sabo was in a jam and asked for a new baseball. The umpires had run out of baseballs and opened a new box. “Right out of the plastic bag; they hadn’t been touched,” recalled Sabo, who sampled and returned three baseballs and told the home plate umpire, “I’m not throwing a pitch until I get one that’s been wiped off.” The crowd got riled, and Iowa coach Duane Banks charged out of the dugout, rifled a pail of balls out on the field and said, “Pick one!” Sabo found a baseball with strikes in it—enough to punch out two Iowa batters and win the game. He recorded a save on Sunday. “It was a great weekend,” Sabo recalled.30

If not for a leisurely stroll along the Mendota lakeshore soon after Sabo and his hockey teammates had won the 1981 NCAA championship, Sabo may never have pitched for Wisconsin. Back from their victory over the Minnesota Gophers at the Duluth Ice Arena, Sabo, goaltender Terry Kleisinger, and center Tim Sager walked from the dorms to watch the baseball team practice. A player recognized them, and Sabo asked about playing. Unaware that Sabo had tried out for the Minnesota Twins after averaging fifteen strikeouts a game throwing a nasty knuckle curve at Thief River Falls High School, Badger coaches got Sabo a glove and a catcher, and he went to work. His sharp-breaking curve-balls impressed the coaches, who asked, “So you wanna play?”

Sabo declined the Twins offer in order to play senior league hockey in Warroad, Minnesota. Cal Marvin ran the team and knew Badger hockey coach Bob Johnson, who supported athletes playing hockey and baseball. “Bob Johnson and Steve Land were both supportive of it,” Sabo said. Those guys made it work. Because of that, it’s easier on the athlete.” Coming off a full hockey season, Sabo did some long throwing but no foul-pole-to-foul-pole running. He had pitched three innings in two games when rain halted a doubleheader with UW–Whitewater. During the delay, Meyer told Sabo to go get his hair cut at Stadium Barbers across from Camp Randall Stadium. Sabo talked to Scime and decided he was done. A scout in the bleachers saw him and said, “Aren’t you pitching?” “Not anymore.” The scout, aware of Sabo’s tryout with the Twins, told the coaches, “He’s probably one of your better pitchers.”31
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Sabo learned from pitching coach Jim Van Proosdy and veteran UW pitchers to “do the small things right.” He preferred the slower pace of baseball and worked deliberately—rubbing up baseballs, hitching up his belt, and even used bobby pins to keep his cap on. “I just got tired of picking the thing up,” he said. He also appreciated that the pitcher controlled the pace of the game. “I can remember hitters being ready to hit and having to wait and wait. I just took my time.”32

Tim Sager caught, played first base, and took some turns as a designated hitter. He played baseball and hockey at Cretin High School (now Cretin-Derham Hall) in St. Paul, Minnesota. His coach, Dennis Denning, set Cretin records for winning streaks and won two NCAA Division 3 baseball titles at St. Thomas (Minnesota). Sager caught Sabo at Wisconsin, recalling that he set up hitters for the knuckle-curve. “It wasn’t even close to being a strike,” said Sager who often blocked the pitch as it dove into the dirt.33

Going into a four-game, total-runs series with Minnesota to determine the Western Division champion, the Badgers won eight of ten games in a week,

even defeating the Midwest League Madison Muskies (an Oakland Athletics’ Class A farm club), 8–5, in a five-inning exhibition game before 1,523 fans at Warner Park. In the series opener at Guy Lowman Field, Sabo allowed two hits and won, 2–1. Minnesota took the second game, 5–2, to grab a two-run lead and won the next two games, 7–5 and 5–0. “Once we got ahead, the air kind of went out of their dugout,” Minnesota coach John Anderson said.34

Scime collected his sixty-second hit to tie Zirbel’s single-season record and batted .404 to earn second-team All-Big Ten honors. Randolph batted .324, and Verkuilen earned All-Big Ten academic recognition for the third straight year. Sabo (3–1, 1.73) was third-team All-Big Ten and sixth in ERA. The Milwaukee Brewers drafted Rob Derksen in the sixteenth round of the 1982 amateur draft; he had a 3–3 record with a 1.79 ERA for the Beloit Brewers but did not pitch enough innings to win the ERA title. After three minor league seasons, Derksen managed two minor league teams and was pitching coach for another. In 1996 he managed the Australian Olympic team and from 2001 to 2004 he was an international scout for the Baltimore Orioles. On June 16, 2004, while in New York recruiting players for the Greek National Team, Derksen died of a heart attack. He was forty-four years old.35

Era’s End

The 1983 season was Tom Meyer’s last at Wisconsin. During an eight-day trip to Beaumont, Texas, the Badgers dropped six of nine games to host Lamar University. Between April 5 and April 12, rain washed out eight of ten games. The Badgers lost three of four home games to Northwestern on the opening weekend of Big Ten play and scored forty-two runs in four games at Illinois but won only twice. Scime hit three home runs in a doubleheader. The Badgers split four home games with Iowa and dropped three of four at Minnesota to end the season.36

Co-captain Joe Scime won his second straight team MVP award, batting .426 in the Big Ten with season totals of nine home runs and forty-one runs batted in, with a final career average of .357. He set then-career records for hits, doubles, and RBIs. The Atlanta Braves selected Scime in the seventh round of the amateur free-agent draft. He hit .309 with forty-four RBIs in sixty-six games in the Appalachian League but lacked major league power. “You get one chance,” Scime said. “If you don’t do it, they make judgments and go on to the next guy.” Henry Aaron, the home run king and the Braves’ minor league director at the time, released Scime, who played with Detroit’s Lakeland club, “The worst team in minor league baseball. That was the end.”37


Mark Doran batted .333 (.359 Big Ten) and started thirty-three games in center field. The California Angels made Doran their first-round draft choice. “I was a line-drive hitter, a gap hitter,” Doran said. “That’s what [the scouts] saw—I could hit line drives out of the ballpark.” Doran played eight minor league seasons but multiple knee injuries from football kept him from reaching the majors. “It got to the point where I might have a chance to make it in the big leagues and my body started falling apart.” Doran went to spring training with the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1991; manager Jim Leyland told him he would be sent to AAA because of his knees and that he would have made the team had he been healthy. White Sox slugger Frank Thomas, while signing autographs for Doran’s kids, said, “If your dad was healthy, he’d have made it. He was good.”38

Jim Barwick set the school record of 622 at-bats that still stands and set then-records for games played (189) and runs scored (137). He even made an appearance as a base-stealer in the movie Major League and was inducted into the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame in 2015, along with former Badger outfielder Russ Mueller. Verkuilen pitched and played outfield throughout the season. The left-hander equaled Scime’s home run total (9), drove in thirty-eight runs, and batted .352, .419 in the Big Ten while posting a 5–4 record on the mound in ten games, five as a starter.39

Wisconsin (22–17) batted a school record .322 but finished 6–10 in league play. After the season, athletic director Elroy Hirsch met with selected players and concluded it was time for a change. Meyer’s thirteen-year tenure as head coach ended, and assistant Steve Land replaced him. The “Doc” would finally get his chance as a head coach.
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“Doc” and a Rebirth

1984–1989

After Wisconsin athletic officials told Meyer his time was up, assistant coach Steve Land hesitated about taking the job, telling new associate athletic director Dr. Kit Saunders-Nordeen that the department needed to increase its support for baseball in terms of scholarships, equipment, field maintenance, and academic services. Saunders-Nordeen pledged her support and increased the number of scholarships to help the Badgers recruit top in-state prospects.

Land always wanted to be a head coach, and baseball had been a major part of his life since his childhood in DeKalb, Illinois. At age seven, Land played in the first DeKalb Little League. “I made the best catch of my playing career,” Land recalled. “Took a home run away from somebody.”1 At DeKalb High School, Land earned all-conference baseball honors all four years and two years each in football and basketball. At Northern Illinois, Land played first base for first-year head coach Tom Meyer and batted .350 as a senior to finish second in the Illinois Intercollegiate Athletic Conference batting race. Even though Chicago area scouts raided NIU for professional talent, Land was not on their lists.

“I was realistic enough to know that my ability was not going to go far in pro ball,” he said. Facing future major leaguers like right-hander Marty Pattin of Eastern Illinois and left-hander Ken Holtzman of Illinois, Land recalled that he “didn’t touch the ball against those two guys.”2 Land practiced against a pitching machine five days a week at the school’s indoor baseball facility. He earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education, serving as an NIU assistant while completing his advanced degree. In 1966 Land moved to Highland Park, Illinois, and in 1969 led the high school team to the semifinals of the Illinois State High School Baseball Tournament.


When Meyer became head coach at Wisconsin, Land became his top assistant and earned the nickname “Doc,” an acronym for Dugout Coordinator, a technician who coached third base and provided hitting and fielding strategies. Land found that Wisconsin, despite the part-time salary, provided a “great opportunity, a great experience.” Land pursued but did not complete a doctorate at Wisconsin because he wanted to focus on coaching and enjoyed teaching mathematics at Madison West High School. In 1973 he coached the Swedish National Team in Barcelona, Spain, and the Swedish Club Team in 1978.3

“Always Be on Time, Run Hard to First Base, Wear Your Hat Right”

Those three rules came from a Pittsburgh Pirates scout named Bill Bryck who passed them on to UW baseball publicist Dennis Semrau, who put them on the cover of his 1988 media guide.4 Head coach Steve Land applied those rules from the start of his tenure. He wanted his players to play hard, achieve academically, and represent the university in a professional manner. The first season presented a challenge. The Badgers had lost Scime, Doran, and Barwick, shortstop Jim Graboski, and utility player Mike Defnet, who batted .349 before suffering a broken leg. Along came Joe Armentrout of Elgin, Illinois. A youth football player at age eight, Armentrout did not play organized baseball until he joined the Teener League for players aged thirteen to fifteen who wanted to play American Legion baseball. Sixteen teams played at Trout Park on Elgin’s east side, facing the best squads from Elgin, Chicago suburb Arlington Heights, Milwaukee, Madison, Janesville, Wausau, and Stevens Point, site of the Firecracker Tournament. Armentrout played on an Illinois American Legion champion team stocked with talented college players. When they left for school, the team “got killed in the tournament.”5

A two-sport star at Larkin High School, Armentrout wanted to play both college baseball and football. Wisconsin football coach Dave McClain told Armentrout that he could play baseball once he had earned a football letter, which he did in 1983. Armentrout took Doran’s spot in center field in 1984 and earned first-team all-Big Ten and Rookie of the Year honors with a .306 average, five home runs, twenty-five RBIs, and twelve stolen bases. As leadoff hitter, Armentrout’s job was simple: “Getting on base and getting to second before Tim gets up.” Tim was Tim Eichorst, a shortstop and line-drive hitter from River Valley High School. The second batter in the order, catcher Brad Barsness

of Wisconsin Heights, “had great bat control,” Armentrout recalled. “He’d sacrifice himself, get me to third, and Tim hits us in.”6

Eichorst had been a seven-year-old batboy for the Anchor Savings and Loan traveling baseball team, Gene Barrett’s 1970 National Baseball Congress champions. His father, Ron Eichorst, played on that team along with former Badger second baseman R. D. Boschulte. The following summer, Eichorst started playing Little League baseball in his native Spring Green. His dad kept telling him, “Hit the mark. Hit the mark. Hit the mark,” as he aimed at his height markings on a tree in the backyard. “That was my batting practice before the game.” One day, his brand-new aluminum bat recoiled. “I never got to play in my first game because the bat hit me in the head.”7

An all-conference baseball and football player, Eichorst played for the Arena Home Talent baseball team. No Division I schools recruited him so he walked on at the University of Arizona, the defending national champions coached by former Minnesota Gophers shortstop Jerry Kindall. “I got a little scared of playing two thousand miles away and going to school in Arizona.” Some Arena teammates convinced Eichorst to walk on at Wisconsin. He was cut after fall tryouts in 1981 but made the team a year later. In 1984 Eichorst played regularly at shortstop and third base. “I was a much better college player than I was a high school player,” he said in 2013. Eichorst could hit and throw hard, but mechanics were another story. Most hitters would dig their cleats into the batter’s box and stride into the ball, but Eichorst shuffled his feet and hit the ball with the sweet spot of the bat.8

Second baseman Brian Wegner walked on as a freshman without telling the coaches about a knee operation he had a month before and was cut. In 1984 Wegner won not only the second-base job but also UW’s Rookie of the Year and team MVP awards and a first-team all-Big Ten selection. “It was a whirlwind, it was really unbelievable,” said Wegner, who hit .304 and made only one error in 181 fielding chances. “How can you not pick somebody like that for your all-Big Ten second baseman?” Land asked his colleagues. “That’s what you want in a second baseman—a guy that can make every play.”9

Wegner played more games (206) than anyone in Badger history, 201 consecutively. The streak started after Wegner broke his nose when a ground ball struck a seam in the Metrodome artificial turf in a game against Mankato State. Doctors told Wegner he would be out for a while. “I said, ‘No, I’m gonna play.’” Wegner started every game except the final weekend of his senior year when Land gave newcomers a closer look.

The 1984 Badgers contended for the Big Ten playoffs most of the season. They won the Big Ten opener at Northwestern and swept doubleheaders from

Illinois and Iowa at Guy Lowman Field, where UW posted a 15–3 overall record. Czaplewski, a second-team all-Big Ten selection with a .378 average, homered against Illinois and tied a Big Ten record with three doubles against Iowa.
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Wisconsin and Minnesota decided the Western Division championship at Minneapolis. Tim Haines, a Minnesota native, won the Saturday opener to put UW in first place, but the Gophers regained the top spot in the second game and took the Sunday games, which featured local umpires instead of NCAA arbiters. Minnesota won the Big Ten tournament, and Wisconsin finished fourth. Bob Mathews, who pitched more games than anyone in Badger history, earned Outstanding Pitcher honors (4–1, 1.62 ERA); Steve Hestnes, a throwback to the old days, won four games, hit four homers, and led the team in batting (.337). The Badgers missed Sabo, the 1983 strikeout leader, who dealt with hockey-related arm and elbow injuries all season. His 7–0 shutout of Illinois was his only conference victory. He signed with the Oakland Athletics and later returned as Wisconsin’s pitching coach.10

Tim Sager, captain of the 1983 NCAA hockey champions, led the 1984 baseball squad with thirty-five RBIs. He went on to coach middle school and high school hockey for more than thirty years, the last sixteen at White Bear Lake, Minnesota. Sager loves coaching but is concerned about the trend toward one-sport athletes. “We’re trying to go away from that, so there’s enjoyment in what they’re doing,” he said in 2015. “Most coaches are saying they want better athletes.” Nonetheless, Sager is grateful he could play baseball and hockey at Wisconsin. “It was a fun time; I wouldn’t trade it for anything.”11


Homegrown Badgers

In May 1984 Janesville Craig defeated Stevens Point Area Senior High for the WIAA state high school Class A baseball championship. Craig’s Eric Liebenstein outpitched Stevens Point’s Tim Roman. Moments afterward, they talked and embraced. “The minute the game ended, we were teammates at Wisconsin,” said Liebenstein who joined Roman as the Badgers’ top two pitchers as freshmen in 1985. “Liebo” got off to a great start at UW with a 2–0 one-hitter at Stetson University in Florida on March 22. “The first guy up hit it off the left field wall a foot from going out of the park,” he recalled. “That was the only hit of the game.” When the Badgers played at Janesville because Guy Lowman Field was underwater, Liebenstein had a bittersweet homecoming. He pitched three innings and hit his first intercollegiate home run against Ripon College, but late in the game he moved to third base and injured his right shoulder making a warm-up throw to first. Liebenstein often played third base when he was not pitching but later admitted that infield warm-up sessions adversely affected his pitching. He had a 3–1 record and 3.15 ERA before the injury.12

A 6′4″, 200-lb. three-sport star at Craig, Liebenstein started playing baseball at age seven, and his Babe Ruth and American Legion teams won state championships. Liebo remembered that Bob Suter, his youth and high school coach, “let me play with the big boys from the time I was old enough to carry a glove.” In high school, Liebenstein blew out his knee swinging from a rope and landing in a pond. He played three years of high school sports with a torn ACL (anterior cruciate ligament), which Dr. William Clancy repaired at Wisconsin.13

Tim Roman was fortunate to be playing baseball at all. He had broken his right femur in a tobogganing accident in sixth grade but had baseball in his blood. His father, Fran, is in the UW–Stevens Point Hall of Fame; his uncle George was his high school coach. Despite his uncle’s doubts that he would make the team, Tim became a two-time MVP as a pitcher and corner infielder, and hit fifteen home runs for his American Legion team the summer of his senior year. Roman chose Wisconsin over Minnesota when Land offered him a scholarship after watching a 1984 state tournament game in which Roman got three hits, including a homer. Minnesota, however, had wanted to see another game before making a commitment. His older brother, Dan, a pitcher, had chosen Texas in 1979. “We didn’t get your brother Dan but we’re not letting you go,” Roman remembered.14

Craig Brown, a three-sport athlete at Madison West and the state’s top baseball prospect, chose Wisconsin over Michigan, Northwestern, and Missouri after meeting Land at a Dodgers tryout camp. Brown missed the 1985 season

with a shoulder injury that required surgery. He played left field in 1986 and became the starting catcher in 1987. After having “epic battles” with Liebenstein in high school baseball and basketball games, he caught Liebenstein and Roman. “Catching Liebo and Tim was easy,” Brown said. “They had all the pitches and would throw a three-and-two change-up to anybody.”15

[image: Image: Tom Fischer set innings and strikeout records at Wisconsin. (UW–Madison Archives, S12934)]

The 1985 squad had plenty of offense but the league’s worst pitching. Armentrout set school records for at-bats (193), runs (61), and hits (76), and earned first-team All-Big Ten honors with a .464 average and a perfect fielding percentage. Eichorst set career marks in runs batted in (59) and total bases (116) and twice hit two home runs in a game. The Badgers set team records in runs scored, runs batted in, walks, and total bases. On the mound, Hestnes was the only UW pitcher in the top ten, but there was one bright spot: on April 17 at Guy Lowman Field, sophomore Bob Eckl of Barrington, Illinois, pitched the fifth no-hitter in Wisconsin history, beating Concordia University, 18–0.16

When the 1986 season began, it became clear that a boost in support from the athletic department was paying off. Additional scholarships went to two of the finest pitchers in Wisconsin history. Tom Fischer, a left-hander from West Bend in southeastern Wisconsin, made all-conference at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School; he once struck out twenty batters in one game and hit four home runs in the same doubleheader against Wayland Academy. Scouts told Fischer he was too slow to be a position player, but the Badgers offered him a scholarship and the 5′11″, 180-lb. Fischer became a starting pitcher. “Go hard or go home,” his father, Tom Sr. told him. Fischer was all business. When reporters asked him about giving up runs, he said, “I don’t care. I won.” Fischer led the 1986 Badgers in games started and earned run average.17


Lance Painter was born in Bedford, England; the family moved to the United States within two months, but Painter did not become an American citizen until he was twenty-five. He got into baseball as a seven year old while living in the greater Milwaukee area. A left-handed pitcher at Nicolet High School, Painter won nineteen of twenty-one decisions in his final two seasons, pitching a no-hitter his senior year (with Land in attendance) and a perfect game in the WIAA State Tournament semifinals against Amery. Painter captained former Badger Dick Huxtable’s squad, hitting better than .400 in the cleanup spot and playing outfield or first base when he was not pitching. He toured the UW campus with Badger Mike Larson in the winter of 1985, enrolled that fall, and received a $1,000 grant. Painter—a “strike-thrower” with a sharp breaking pitch and who rarely threw faster than eighty-five miles an hour—led the staff with eight victories.18

Playoffs? Playoffs!

The Badgers had two goals entering the 1986 season—win every in-state game and make the Big Ten playoffs. They won ten of eleven games against in-state schools, losing only to UW–Platteville. Making the playoffs looked doubtful when Fischer lost at Northwestern, 11–0, in the Big Ten opener, and the Badgers lost six of eight conference games, four at home to Minnesota. But a four-game sweep of Illinois at Guy Lowman Field started a streak of fourteen wins in sixteen games, including four straight at Iowa in which Wisconsin scored forty runs. They finished second in the Western Division at 10–6, their best mark since 1979, and set school records for victories (thirty-five) and runs scored (four hundred in fifty-seven games).19

The second doubleheader with Northwestern was painful to watch. Liebenstein lost the opener and was lost for the season when he fractured his right shin bone landing on the pitching rubber trying to snag a one-hopper over the mound. Painter’s second-game victory included a bench-clearing fight after two Badgers slammed into Northwestern’s All-American catcher Joe Girardi on consecutive plays that decided the game. As Liebenstein recalled, a single drove in a run and the runner collided with Girardi at home plate. On the next pitch, another hit scored two runners. Right fielder Scott Cepicky came around third base to score the second run, and Girardi was waiting for him. Girardi and the baseball went flying, and Cepicky scored. “The football player part of me took over,” said Cepicky, the punter on the Badger football team known for plowing into opponents on the bases. The incident angered the Wildcats and their fans, and Land warned Cepicky, “Don’t retaliate if they throw at you

next time,” knowing Cepicky went out of the baseline to hit Girardi and should have been called out and ejected. “One of the worst calls ever made in our favor,” Land said.20

The Iowa series paved the way to the playoffs. Roman got his fifth victory of the season in the opener when Brad Barsness homered. Jim Rosplock won the second game in relief. R. J. Dickmann—who had forty-five RBIs in fifty-four games—homered. Painter won his seventh game in the Sunday opener on John Byce’s second grand slam in a week. Scott Pelowski of Holmen won the finale. Rosplock figured in every victory, with a win and three saves, for which he earned Big Ten Player of the Week honors. For the season, the Wayland Academy product saved eight games, five in Big Ten play. “By the time I got to college, I developed a good slider that I could control,” he said. “I could come in with any pitch on any count, and I was confident that I could throw a strike.”21

The Badgers got the help they needed to make the playoffs. Brian Wegner got the word at his brother Kevin’s wedding reception in Minnesota after Painter took a telephone call from Barker. “Northwestern took care of business,” Mike Barker said. “They lost. We’re in the playoffs.” Roman started the first game against Michigan at Dick Siebert Field in Minneapolis. The crowd cheered as the Badgers built an 11–4 lead. With two outs in the eighth, Roman handed the ball to Rosplock to finish up. Instead, Rosplock allowed two home runs and a bases-loaded double that made the score 11–10. “I had done too much pitching, I wasn’t sharp,” Rosplock recalled. “When I came into that game, my breaking ball wasn’t doing what it should. At that level, when you don’t have your best stuff and are facing hitters of that quality, it didn’t go well for me.”22

Land removed Rosplock and summoned Painter (“It was a surprise because I had been a starter all year long”). A single and a line drive out later, Wolverine first baseman Hal Morris—a future twelve-year major leaguer who played with the 1990 World Series champion Cincinnati Reds—homered on a 1–1 pitch to win the game. “I threw him a slider,” Painter recalled. “When he hit it, I thought it was just a routine fly ball. I looked back at our left fielder Jeff Schyvinck and he’s not moving. It went over. You think you made the pitch, but I didn’t make the pitch.” “I wish I would have stayed in,” Roman said. “We had four outs to get, but I had thrown a lot of pitches.” The news media had camped around the Badger dugout in anticipation of a Cinderella story. “After we lost,” Roman said, “they left.”23

In the second game of the double-elimination tournament, Cepicky had two home runs and six RBIs in Fischer’s 14–10 victory over Purdue. One of the

blasts was measured at 536 feet. Minnesota (10–5), who had finished ahead of Wisconsin in the West because of a cancelation, thumped the Badgers, 13–3, to end Wisconsin’s season. “I honestly thought we would win that tournament,” Cepicky said. “[But we] weren’t prepared for that type of pressure; we treated it like the normal weekend series. We didn’t realize that we stepped into an entirely different ballgame against the three top teams in the conference. When you get into the losers’ bracket, you’re burning pitchers to get back.”24 Cepicky and co-MVP Barsness—who led the Badgers with a .416 Big Ten average—made the All-Big Ten tournament team.

[image: Image: Scott Cepicky hit thirty-eight career home runs. (UW Athletic Communications)]

Cepicky—nicknamed the “Spirit of St. Louis” because he grew up there—batted .360 with seven home runs and forty-four RBIs in his first season. He played baseball and football at Vianney High School, one of four Catholic high schools in St. Louis filled with college-bound student athletes that midwestern coaches recruited, likely because they were good students. An all-Missouri selection, Cepicky still holds the high school punting record of forty-four yards per kick. He told UW assistant coach Ron McBride that he would consider Wisconsin only if he could play baseball, too. Head coach Dave McClain agreed, and Cepicky became a two-sport Big Ten athlete. When the spring football game conflicted with the April 26 Illinois doubleheader, Cepicky told McClain he would miss the annual spring practice finale. McClain winked at his punter and said, “I guess you’re a big-time baseball player now. Too good to punt.”25

On April 28, 1986, McClain died of a heart attack while in the whirlpool at Camp Randall Stadium. “I saw him five minutes before he passed away,”

Painter said. “He walked by me and he was sweating and looked a little worn out.” “It was life-changing for all of us,” Armentrout said. The 1986 Badger football team “lived heartache every day” under interim coach Jim Hilles, promoted after McClain’s death. “He was put in an impossible spot,” recalled Armentrout who, with linebacker Craig Radatz, co-captained a squad with eight NFL draftees that won only three games.26

Armentrout batted .391 in 1986, with eighty-eight total bases, thirty-six RBIs, and thirteen stolen bases; he shared team MVP honors but did not return for the 1987 season, entering the NFL draft as a running back, a decision he later regretted. “I let others convince me that something [playing pro football] was more important than it probably was.” Armentrout had an injury-plagued career for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Green Bay Packers, retiring in 1989 after snapping his Achilles tendon during a Packers minicamp.27

Nonetheless, the Badgers had become a force in Big Ten baseball with increased support from the athletic department. “Due to an increase in scholarships from five and two-thirds to eight, Land was able to recruit several good pitchers this past year,” wrote Tom Silverstein in the Milwaukee Sentinel. “The fact that the administration has finally started to support the program more than it did four or five years ago is one of the reasons we’re in the position we’re in now,” Land said. “But as far as fan support and fan awareness, we’re not at that point yet.”28

A National Leader

The 1987 Badgers had every reason to believe they could make the playoffs again. Their starting outfielders were back, along with their winningest pitchers and a sophomore shortstop from La Crosse Aquinas, 1986 co-Rookie of the Year Mike Noelke, who batted .455 in the Big Ten tournament.29 Brian Wegner, the first Dynie Mansfield Scholarship winner, captained the squad and set a school record for games played. Dean Rennicke returned as pitching coach after five years in the Dodgers’ organization. The Badgers also sported red-and-white uniforms with a Dodger look—a cursive “Badgers” or “Wisconsin” on the shirt front and large block numbers underneath to the right.

Mike Barker placed ninth nationally with a .441 batting average. In Fischer’s 15–2 victory in the New Mexico tournament that spring, Barker homered on the first pitch of the game, then added a triple, a double, and a single to become the first Badger to hit for the cycle since 1950. USA Today and ESPN reported the feat, thanks to baseball sports information director Dennis Semrau’s quick work and dedication. A member of Oconomowoc’s 1985

American Legion state champions, Barker planned to walk on at Minnesota, but Land found him at a tryout camp and offered him a scholarship. He hit line drives to all fields, an asset in spacious Guy Lowman Field. In 1987 Barker ranked ninth nationally in batting (.358), drove in forty-six runs overall, and had seventeen multihit games. Barker holds the all-time UW record for runs scored.30

[image: Image: In 1987 Mike Barker ranked ninth in NCAA batting. (UW–Madison Archives, S12902)]

The Badgers went 28–24, 16–6 at home, but lost seven of eight games to Illinois and Iowa after sweeping both teams the year before to finish 5–11 in the West. Minnesota took three of four games; Fischer’s 4–1 victory preceded a ten-game losing streak. The best offensive outputs came against in-state schools: the Badgers pounded UW–Platteville for twenty-six runs in Paul Quantrill’s first Badger victory. A 24–6 victory over Carroll College shattered school records. Byce, a first-team All-Big Ten selection, had three hits to set a record of nine straight over a three-game stretch in which he drove in six runs, scored five, and homered. The streak included four hits off Iowa’s Cal Eldred, a future Milwaukee Brewers pitcher. In the same game, Mike Larson of Waseca, Minnesota (who had tied Bill Rubin’s previous mark of eight consecutive hits), played all nine positions. In fact, ESPN announced UW’s plans to use Larson at every position, thanks again to Semrau. Larson played all outfield positions, then all infield positions, caught the eighth inning, and pitched the ninth.31 Against UW–Milwaukee, Mike Noelke hit three of his team-leading nine home runs in one game to set another record.

The Badgers may have fared better if Mark Hamilton, a freshman from Malibu, California, had been able to pitch the entire season. Hamilton, who earned four varsity letters at Brentwood High School, had a 2–0 record with

a sparkling 0.93 ERA in the New Mexico tournament, but a bout of mononucleosis forced the Badgers to redshirt Hamilton so he would not lose a year of eligibility. Thirty schools recruited Hamilton, who verbally committed to Boston College but changed his mind after visiting the campus. He even turned down USC coach Rod Dedeaux, despite urging from Los Angeles Dodgers manager Tommy Lasorda to become a Trojan during a USC/Dodger preseason game for which Hamilton had a seat in the Dodger dugout. When Wisconsin traveled to the UC–Riverside tournament in 1986, the Badgers saw Hamilton play in a high school game, and he visited with the team. Hamilton contacted other Big Ten schools but chose Wisconsin and pitched four varsity seasons.

Pitching depth gave Wisconsin optimism for 1988. Fischer won six games overall with sixty-four strikeouts in seventy-five and one-third innings and a 3.00 ERA in the Big Ten. Fuller won five games and Roman four; Quantrill, Pelowski, and Liebenstein won three games each. Another homegrown Badger, Mike Calkins of Sun Prairie, had his best Badger season (3–1) as a relief pitcher. Painter also expected to return after missing most of the season with shoulder tendonitis. “I came back after four weeks and it wasn’t long enough,” he said.32

Rubber Arm

“He was a left-hander in a right-hander’s body,” Badger baseball publicist Dennis Semrau said of pitcher Paul Quantrill, whom teammates said had a “rubber arm,” always ready to pitch. A 6′0″, 165-lb. pitcher and catcher, Quantrill earned seven letters in high school at Okemos, Michigan—three each in baseball and hockey and one in wrestling. Before coming to Wisconsin, Quantrill was 9–1 and a had 2.00 ERA with eighty-seven strikeouts in sixty-six innings in an all-league, all-area 1986 season that included an MVP selection in the North-South all-star game. The Los Angeles Dodgers drafted Quantrill in 1986, but he enrolled in pre-engineering at UW in the fall, telling the Dodgers he had no interest in signing a pro contract because he wanted to go to college.33

Quantrill visited Michigan and loved the campus, but he found that the baseball program was not a fit for him. Midwest scout Dale McReynolds recommended Quantrill to Land and Fuchs. “They saw me pitch one game and asked me if I’d come for a visit,” Quantrill said in 2013. “Once I got there, I fell in love with the place—the school and the people—and I knew it was the place for me.” Quantrill said the Badgers had “fantastic coaches” who brought in homegrown talent. Dick Hemming, a former Badger relief pitcher who became

a Janesville attorney, flew Land to Michigan to recruit Quantrill, who would set a school record for complete games.34

[image: Image: Paul Quantrill set the complete games record at UW. (UW–Madison Archives, S12702)]

Quantrill—whom assistant coach Daryl Fuchs nicknamed “Roy Hobbs” after Robert Redford’s character in the 1984 baseball movie The Natural—immediately impressed with his long toss ability. He would play catch with Noelke from home to center field and tossed baseballs solo from the plate over the left-field fence at Guy Lowman Field. “I threw a lot more than anybody I ever met, and I never had a sore arm,” said Quantrill, who does not recommend his unique training program to young prospects. From the start, Quantrill pitched whenever he could. “I did not mind pitching inside so I could establish the outside part of the plate.”35 In 1988 he became the number-two starter, often salvaging doubleheader splits or stopping losing streaks. With Fischer, Painter, Roman, Liebenstein, and Fuller returning, Wisconsin had a deep starting rotation necessary for back-to-back Big Ten doubleheaders.

The Badgers won three of five games on a North Carolina trip, Fuller beating Duke, 6–4. Cepicky and Brown combined for nine RBIs in a 21–4 rout of Connecticut. North Carolina State pounded Quantrill for twelve runs and

Painter for eleven in the first two games of a four-game series. Freshman Brian McKeon got the only Badger win; Roman played third base and hit a two-run homer. Although the games did not count in the Big Ten standings, Wisconsin split two doubleheaders at Purdue.36

Throwback

In 1988 the Big Ten returned to the unicameral ten-team league. Teams played back-to-back doubleheaders against seven conference rivals for a total of twenty-eight games. Wisconsin opened with three wins in four games with Indiana at Guy Lowman Field. On a soggy Saturday, Roman’s grand slam won the opener, 7–6. Quantrill warmed up and threw one pitch to start the second game but, after a two-hour rain delay, the umpires suspended play until Sunday; another rainout resulted in a Monday tripleheader. Quantrill won the first game, 3–1, but the Badgers lost Liebenstein for the season with a broken wrist when Quantrill fielded a bunt, threw to first, and the ball and runner arrived at the same time. Land was concerned about losing Liebenstein’s power (ten home runs and thirty-one RBIs in seventeen spring games) but replacement Jim Wilson homered in the next game after Cepicky broke up a no-hitter with his twentieth career home run, tying Pat Richter on UW’s all-time list.37

Wilson did not expect to play baseball at Wisconsin. He played in the West Madison Little League, the city recreational league, and for Edgewood High School but enrolled at UW–Platteville to play basketball for new Pioneers’ coach Bo Ryan. “In my mind, I was a better basketball player than a baseball player,” Wilson said. “[Ryan] was the only guy who recruited me for anything.” A knee injury ended his basketball career so Wilson switched to baseball as a sophomore and played summer baseball with Madison’s Avenue Bar team that featured Badgers Tim Roman, Craig Brown, and Jeff Schyvinck. They convinced Wilson to transfer to Wisconsin, where his father, Robert “Red” Wilson had starred.38

Wilson joined the varsity in 1988 as a first baseman after playing outfield in the summer. “I was told that I need to become more diverse,” he said, considering the Badgers did not recruit first basemen and typically awarded scholarships to middle infielders and pitchers. Wilson got better and moved up in the order. “I got a lot of fastballs,” he remembered. “They’d walk Cepicky and I ended up getting some hits.” Wilson homered twice and drove in six of the Badgers’ twenty-seven runs against Concordia University. On April 10, Wilson drilled a belt-high fastball for a grand slam to beat Northwestern and hit two more homers at Ohio State, where the Badgers hit six in two games to set a season

record of forty-four. Three losses to the Buckeyes dropped the Badgers to 7–5, putting playoffs in peril.39

The fast start, record-setting power, and Tom Fischer’s fastball brought more fans to Guy Lowman Field. Fifteen hundred saw a double win against Northwestern on April 9, and a crowd of one thousand watched an April 24 doubleheader against Illinois. Fischer’s ninety-two-mile-an-hour fastball attracted professional scouts for the opener, but the Badgers lost, 3–0. Quantrill secured a split, 4–1, for his fifth conference win. Wisconsin swept the Sunday doubleheader and traveled to Michigan with a 10–6 record. Craig Brown, the Badgers’ regular catcher, remembered the last time the Badgers played Michigan: “We dominated them for seven innings. I remember the scared looks in their eyes.” In the biggest Wisconsin-Michigan series since the original Guy Lowman Field dedication in 1952, Fischer lost 6–1 to one-armed future major league pitcher Jim Abbott before 1,852 fans at Ray Fisher Stadium in Ann Arbor. Quantrill won the second game, 8–2; Cepicky drove his tenth home run over the 402-foot sign in center field and hit his eleventh the next day in Pelowski’s victory.40

On May 5, Fischer set an NCAA record with nineteen strikeouts, beating Iowa, 12–0, at Guy Lowman Field. Quantrill kept a chart that showed Fischer threw 135 pitches, 128 of them fastballs. When Fischer allowed the only Hawkeye hit on a change-up, the coaches told him to stop throwing it. As strikeout victims walked back to the bench, UW hockey players who had come to watch teammates Byce and Rob Andringa play, shouted, “Right! Left! Right! Left!” until the player sat down. Outfielders Byce and Barker knew they were participating in something special. “I remember Byce and me looking at each other, like, ‘We’re not going to have to do anything,’” Barker recalled. Fischer was named the national collegiate Player of the Week for his accomplishment. When Tom Fischer Sr. asked Land if his son should come back for his senior season or turn professional, Land replied, “He’s done all he can do here.”41 Fischer ended his career as Wisconsin’s all-time strikeout leader and started thirteen games for the second consecutive season, also a school record.

In the seventh inning of the second game, two sluggers called their shots in the on-deck circle. Cepicky, the number-three batter who set a new single-season record with his thirteenth home run in Fischer’s masterpiece, told cleanup hitter Brown, “I’m gonna hit a home run right now and tie the game.” Brown responded, “No, just get a single, and I’ll hit a home run to win it.” Facing future major leaguer Cal Eldred, Cepicky drilled a one-hop single to right. Brown took two pitches and then hit a fastball 385 feet onto the parking lot beyond the left-center field fence. “That’s the best hit I ever had in my life,” Brown told the

Daily Cardinal, which carried a photo of Brown being carried off the field after the game. A good-sized crowd enjoyed the show, basking in the sun and drinking cold beer from blanket-covered half-barrels outside the gate, courtesy of Dr. Kenneth Byce, John’s father. Wisconsin took three of four from the Hawkeyes and looked playoff-bound.42

[image: Image: Craig Brown’s tag stops a rally. (Craig Brown collection)]

With just one victory at Minnesota the Badgers could make the playoffs and possibly host the Big Ten tournament. Players feared that Guy Lowman Field would not be ready. Since 1986 head groundskeeper Jeff Erbrecht had done a marvelous job maintaining the field for practices and games. Players would report at 7 a.m. to remove the tarp. If they didn’t show, they were benched. After a spring rain, tarp removal from left field to the first-base line often revealed lumps in the outfield. “This should be a home-field advantage,” Erbrecht told the outfielders, “because you guys know where the lumps are.”

Erbrecht and a student volunteer put down the baselines and batter’s boxes and filled drainage trenches. If a team bunted often, the length of the grass would be between a quarter inch and an eighth of an inch shorter so the ball would reach an infielder faster. If an opposing team had power and line-drive hitters, longer grass slowed grounders or drives to the outfield. Erbrecht believed

the playing surface was fine, but the site lacked covered seating, restrooms, and concessions to serve spectators. Hosting the tournament meant redoing chalk lines and dragging the infield between games. At least the field finally had a press box, courtesy of former basketball and baseball player Bob Falk.43

The Badgers did not make the tournament, however, losing all four games at Minnesota. “There was almost no scenario that we could get bumped out, unless we lost all four,” Quantrill said. “It was pretty disheartening. We always struggled with the Gophers. I don’t know why.” A rare 35-miles-an-hour south wind howled toward the outfield fence in the opening game. Fischer was hit on the right shin by a line drive early in the game, served up three of Minnesota’s four home runs, and lost, 15–3. “After I got hit with the line drive,” he said, “I was pretty much done.” Dan Wilson, a future major league catcher, pitched for the Gophers and hit one of the home runs. Roman and Noelke homered for the Badgers. In the second game, Minnesota’s Denny Neagle, another future major leaguer, pitched a 5–0 shutout.44

Still a victory away from the playoffs, Scott Fuller wanted it perhaps more than anyone. The right-hander from Stoughton, a small community less than twenty miles from Madison, had sought a UW football scholarship after playing tailback in high school. He tore up the letter offering him preferred walk-on status and decided to play baseball at Minnesota. Transferring to Wisconsin after surgery to repair a torn labrum, Fuller won five games in two seasons. Against the Gophers, Fuller threw hard but loaded the bases in each of the first three innings and lost, 9–2. “It was just awful,” said Fuller. “There is something to say about knowing how to win and having the confidence to win,” he said. “We were the upstarts.”45 The Gophers took the last game and beat Michigan to win the Big Ten tournament. The Badgers finished fourth at 15–13, the last Wisconsin baseball team to enjoy a winning season.

“We fully expected to be a playoff team that year,” Roman said in 2013. “We weren’t weak at any position. Looking at it position by position, I would have drafted our guys over theirs. Even if we had more talent, they seemed to have our number.”46
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Deficits and Defeats

1989–1991

In February 1989 a legislative audit of the UW–Madison athletic department forecast a $5.9 million accumulated deficit by June 30 that could reach $9.5 million in five years. Even maintaining sports at current levels required “substantial increases in revenues” and a long-range deficit reduction plan to pay off deferred renovations of athletic facilities, establish a cash reserve, and improve management practices.1

Sports income had dropped $900,000 over three years, largely because football attendance declined from 70,880 per game in 1984 to 46,845 in 1988. Wisconsin ranked eighth in the Big Ten in revenues from ticket sales, radio/TV contracts, and interest-earned income. Donations for the $9.5 million Dave McClain Indoor Practice Facility that opened in 1988 had generated only $1.235 million, forcing the athletic department to spend $2.45 million in cash reserves. Boosters’ donations to sports programs had also declined while spending on men’s and women’s varsity sports increased. The audit recommended salary freezes and cuts in administrative staff, scholarships, and travel. Elimination of some nonincome sports would save $300,000 a year. Additional recommendations included lower ticket prices, more promotion, and tighter stadium security to boost football attendance as well as development of fund-raising strategies to pay for women’s and nonincome sports, academic services, and facility maintenance projects.2

UW baseball players enjoyed the McClain facility for indoor baseball practices. Infielders took two hundred ground balls a day on a regulation artificial surface infield. They got true hops, turned double plays, worked on fielding mechanics, and took extra batting practice. The McClain facility reduced overcrowding at the Camp Randall Memorial Shell, but they still practiced five

days a week at the Shell, where forty players crammed inside to hit off tees or soft tosses (Wiffle balls flipped from the side) and practice fielding bad hops off a dirt-floor infield.3

[image: Image: Tom Vilet and Tom O’Neill congratulate a teammate. (UW–Madison Archives, S12943)]

The Dugout Club, Inc.—organized in 1970 and the hosts of an annual Badger-Brewer banquet that raised money for spring trips—paid for three weekend series against Central Florida, Tulane, and LSU–New Orleans. Quantrill won two games, one a shutout of Tulane that Painter duplicated.4 The Badgers then lost seven of nine games on a disastrous California trip. Painter suffered an elbow injury, which plagued him throughout the remainder of his baseball career. Both Rodney Myers of Rockford East (Illinois), who later logged nine major league seasons for three teams, and returning starter Mark Hamilton suffered lopsided losses.5

Hamilton developed arm trouble for the first time in his career in 1988 after he was hit in the head with a line drive and suffered bleeding in his brain. He could feel the effects when he delivered the ball and landed on his left foot. Doctors also discovered 30 percent cartilage in his left shoulder, but Hamilton returned to lead the 1989 Badgers with a 4–1 record and 2.61 ERA, a mercurial 0.60 in the Big Ten. Hamilton shut out Michigan and Minnesota, holding the Gophers to one hit that Cepicky almost gloved in a sliding attempt.6

The Badgers found some new players from the Chicago suburbs. Freshman center fielder Tom Vilet of Naperville, Illinois, came to Wisconsin after his father had written Land asking him to see his son play at Naperville North High School. Vilet chose Wisconsin over Northwestern and Indiana because he could play right away. He roomed with pitcher Mark Flanagan, outfielder

Ross Kopfer of Oconomowoc, and second baseman Tom O’Neill of Tinley Park, Illinois, whose father officiated Big Ten football and basketball games for many years.

As a sophomore at Victor J. Andrew High School, O’Neill homered in the Illinois state semifinals with 3,500 spectators watching. “I could play in college,” O’Neill thought afterward. Clemson and Tulane offered money, but O’Neill did not follow up, a regret that he shares with young players today. “As a recruit, you have to be proactive,” he said. When O’Neill met Vilet at a major league tryout camp that Land attended, O’Neill said, “I think we’re rooming together at Wisconsin.”7

Another Naperville recruit, two-time all-conference selection Carey Sadowski of Naperville Central, batted .322 on the spring trip and hit .316 with thirteen home runs and forty-six RBIs for the season. A reserve catcher, Sadowski had a strong, accurate throwing arm and good receiving skills. “Of all the kids we had who didn’t get a chance to play pro ball,” Land said, “he is the one who should have.”8

Slugfest

A power surge marked the opening Big Ten series between Wisconsin and Indiana at Bloomington’s Sembower Field. The teams combined for thirty-two extra base hits, including seventeen home runs, and traded doubleheader sweeps. Cepicky and Brown hit two home runs apiece in Quantrill’s 11–9 victory. Cepicky got drilled with a pitch after the second homer, and the benches cleared. “There always seemed to be bad blood between us and Indiana,” said Cepicky, who foiled an intentional walk that day, hitting an outside pitch into left field for two runs. Brown’s homer won the second game.9

Quantrill’s 2–0 shutout of Northwestern was the lone Badger victory in the next six games, but it started him on a string of impressive outings. Quantrill threw just ninety-eight pitches in beating Ohio State on April 15 for his seventh victory. On one day’s rest, Quantrill needed only eighty-seven pitches to beat the Buckeyes again in a Monday afternoon makeup game. “My arm felt stronger today than it did the other day,” said Quantrill, who convinced the coaches to let him start. “He always puts the ball in the strike zone,” Jim Wilson said, “no matter how tired he is or . . . how many days rest he’s had.” Dennis Campion, a utility infielder from Milton High School, said Quantrill kept hitters guessing. “He’d go 0-and-2 and throw the ball high off the backstop,” Campion said. “Then he’d lick his fingers and act like it slipped. The next pitch was on the outside corner. He was like that.”10


In his next start, Quantrill shut out Valparaiso, 1–0. His protégé Mark Flanagan followed with his first Badger victory. “My dad wanted to know if I could play right away,” Flanagan said. “They assured him that I was not a redshirt guy.” Flanagan took a partial scholarship and became a workhorse, starting and relieving in Big Ten and nonconference games. “You’ve got twice as many innings as I had as a freshman,” Quantrill told him.11

Four losses at Iowa showed how fortunes had changed in one season. The Hawkeyes swept two doubleheaders on their way to the Big Ten title. Land put Cepicky in the leadoff spot in the second doubleheader where he got five hits in nine at-bats, homered, drove in three runs, and scored three more. At Illinois, Quantrill pitched a record-tying tenth complete game, Cepicky extended his career home run record to thirty-eight, and Byce drove in seven runs in one inning on a home run and triple.12 Against Minnesota, Cepicky set a school record for career hits with 215. Cold weather delayed the finale until Monday, forcing players to miss classes for the fourth time that season because of weather. After Hamilton got his one-hitter, the coaches asked him if he could pitch the second game, too, but academics took priority. “I have to take my test,” he told them. The Gophers won, 11–3. More records fell in the home finale with Illinois. Todd Borchardt made his twenty-third appearance, and the Badgers lost both games to set a record of thirty-six losses in a season, nineteen in conference play, and finished ninth. “We lost a lot of games that we shouldn’t have,” Wilson said. “The bottom line is we couldn’t finish.”13

Quantrill won nine games overall and set single-season marks of eleven complete games and 115⅓ innings pitched. He signed with the Boston Red Sox organization and had a fourteen-year major league career, leading the majors in appearances from 2001 to 2004. Quantrill said pitching in close games fueled his competitive fire: “I was an average right-hander who found a way to get people out.” After retiring as a player, he began sharing his philosophy of “learning to learn” with Toronto Blue Jays prospects as the team’s special advisor. “If you don’t get better every day, your chances of making the big leagues is slim and staying is none.”14

Cepicky could not catch on as a punter in the National Football League, but in June the Chicago White Sox drafted him in the twenty-third round and he hit .316 in the rookie league. The following season, Cepicky hit .312 and drove in seventy-seven runs for the South Bend White Sox of the Class A Midwest League. At Class AA Birmingham in 1992 Cepicky hit a career-best fourteen home runs and drove in eighty-seven runs. Playing winter ball in Venezuela, Cepicky earned team MVP honors and could have broken the home-run record,

but teams walked him in hopes that an American would not set the record. At Class AAA Nashville in 1993 Cepicky hit twelve home runs in forty-five games but was told he would not make the majors. In 1994 he rejoined Nashville but quit when he was told he would be released when the season ended.15

John Byce enjoyed a ten-year career in the National Hockey League and other professional leagues. He captained Wisconsin’s 1990 NCAA champions as a starting forward. Just days after the Badgers’ 7–3 triumph over Colgate at Joe Louis Arena in Detroit, Byce got a telephone call from his agent and he promptly signed with the Boston Bruins. In his first game, Byce scored ninety seconds into a first-round elimination game that advanced the Bruins to the next round of the playoffs.16

Sports Equity and a New Regime

Two weeks after the baseball season ended, the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) in the U.S. Department of Education received a complaint alleging that the UW–Madison Division of Intercollegiate Athletics was not providing equal opportunity for male and female athletes in relation to the student body population. An investigation revealed that 51 percent of students were female, but only 30 percent of varsity athletes were female. Conversely, the 49 percent male enrollment provided 70 percent of the student athletes. The discrepancy violated 106.41(c)(1), an amendment to Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education. A February 28, 1990, letter to Chancellor Donna Shalala said, “The University was unable to show a history and continuing practice of program expansion responsive to the developing interests and abilities of women [or] demonstrate that the interests and abilities of women have been fully and effectively accommodated by the present women’s program, in violation of 106.41(c)(1).” The OCR did find, however, that Wisconsin provided equitable financial assistance and scholarships, game and practice facilities, coaching, recruitment, equipment, supplies, medical and training facilities, and academic and support services. Based on assurances from university officials that they would take corrective steps toward achieving gender equity in participation, the OCR concluded that Wisconsin was in compliance.17 On June 30, the OCR notified the university that it would conduct an on-site investigation to examine facilities, interview coaches and athletes, and review budgets, publicity materials, and eligibility lists.18 In his interview, baseball coach Steve Land

asked questions about the purpose of the interviewers’ visit, if a complaint had been filed and by whom, and what the regulators were looking for. When the visitor did not answer any of the questions, Land ended the interview.19

As the gender equity issues surfaced, the athletic deficit got worse with another losing football season and continued declining attendance. The 1989 season finale drew only nineteen thousand fans to Camp Randall Stadium on a dreary Saturday during deer-hunting weekend. Coach Don Morton lost his job after three seasons. Soon after, Shalala convinced Pat Richter to become the new athletic director, in the hope that his persona and business acumen would restore UW athletics to a highly competitive level.

Since leaving the university Richter had played professional football, practiced law, and eventually returned to his roots on Madison’s east side as a corporate recruiting manager for Oscar Mayer Foods, receiving regional personnel management experience in Nashville for approximately a year-and-a-half before working for various business units of General Foods (then Oscar Mayer’s parent company). Richter was vice president of personnel at Oscar Mayer when Shalala approached him about the athletic directorship. Originally, Richter tried to convince former Badger hockey coach Bob Johnson to take the job. Then word came that the company was moving its corporate offices to Chicago. “That’s not where we wanted to be,” Richter said. After giving Shalala’s offer more thought, Richter saw the athletic director position as an opportunity to solve the department’s financial problems and to build a strong, sustainable athletic program. He accepted Shalala’s offer on December 15, 1989.20 On January 2, 1990, Richter hired Barry Alvarez, then Notre Dame’s defensive coordinator, as Wisconsin’s new head football coach, beginning a renaissance perhaps never seen in Big Ten football and one that resulted in three Rose Bowl victories in a seven-year span.

Woes and Losses

The 1990 baseball season got off to another bad start. The Badgers had a 3–16 spring record, including a 1–7 mark in Southern California. Darin Blang, a junior from Eau Claire’s Regis High School—where he lettered in baseball, football, and basketball, and appeared in all three state all-star games, serving as captain of the West baseball team—won two games.

Blang played Little League baseball in Eau Claire. One morning, his mother dragged him out of practice to his piano lesson. “That was the last piano lesson I ever took,” said Blang, who won a state American Legion semifinal game at Wisconsin Rapids with Badger assistant coach Dan Durst umpiring

behind the plate. Land and Mike Noelke, who faced Blang at La Crosse Aquinas, talked with Blang, who chose Wisconsin over Minnesota and Illinois. In the summer of 1989 Blang posted a 17–0 record for the Eau Claire Cavaliers semipro team that included former Badger Scott Sabo and defeated a Badger Sporting Goods team that had John Byce and Rob Andringa. A relief pitcher for two seasons, Blang became a starter in 1990 and won five games. “I grew, matured, learned how to pitch,” Blang said of his Cavaliers experience. Sabo also taught him how to throw a knuckle-curve.21
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On the West Coast, Mark Hamilton’s parents hosted a barbecue for the team at the Malibu Beach Club when they arrived for the UC–Riverside tournament. Hamilton taught his teammates “boogie-boarding,” a water activity that involves lying on a board half the size of a surfboard. The wave of baseball losses continued against Loyola Marymount and Utah.22 Next, the Badgers hopped a van to UC–Riverside, lost 6–4, and came home with many concerns. Painter and Hamilton had 0–4 records, and senior captain Carey Sadowski was in a 3-for-29 slump. Hamilton attributed his wildness to chronic arm trouble. The team had hitting strength up the middle—Vilet and shortstop Brian Wolff shared the team batting lead (.348); O’Neill finished at .328 with forty-four runs scored, seven triples, and twenty-six stolen bases.23

The Big Ten season opened with a bang but fizzled fast. Vilet and Myers hit three-run homers in the opener against Northwestern. On Sunday, Myers pitched, batted fourth, and won, 6–4 (Myers, the 1990 team MVP, hit a school

record eight Big Ten home runs). Chip Engdahl went the route to earn the third win. They split doubleheaders with Illinois and Purdue but dropped three of four to Michigan State. Seven losses in the last eight games—all at home to Minnesota and Iowa—set records for conference losses (20) and overall losses (41) and produced a ninth-place finish.24

Meanwhile the athletic board predicted a $600,000 budget surplus by June 30, 1990, and called for a study on adding women’s softball.25 In December, a Legislative Audit Bureau follow-up report showed that the athletic department had a $152,000 surplus but a cumulative deficit of $1.95 million because of increased spending and deficiencies in fundraising and debt management.26 Before baseball season began, Wisconsin players would fight to keep their sport on the varsity roster.

“Say Goodbye to Baseball”

On January 25, 1991, the Equity Committee on the Status of Women’s Athletics at the University of Wisconsin–Madison issued its response to an alleged violation of Title IX relating to the equitable participation, interests, and abilities of male and female athletes. The report stated that the University of Wisconsin was not meeting the needs of female athletes and recommended narrowing the participation gap between males and females from 16 percent to 5 percent by adding women’s sports rather than decreasing options for men. The committee recommended a two-year plan to achieve equity and establish gift funding for an additional women’s sport such as softball, while retaining the number of male athletes at Wisconsin participating in NCAA Division I or Big Ten sports: “To this end, the Committee goes on record that it would prefer to adjust the allocation of resources for several sports—we hope temporarily—rather than to terminate any individual sports program.”27

With varsity baseball apparently safe at home, coach Steve Land had most of his players return, along with some promising new talent. Kopfer believed the team was on the way back as recruits stocked a young pitching staff. The annual Badger-Brewer banquet paid for the spring trip, partly from Benchwarmer memberships of $250 annually to the Dugout Club. Former basketball great Ab Nicholas wrote a check every August to fund the maximum number of scholarships.28

Meanwhile, pressures mounted to not only balance the athletic budget but also to narrow the gender equity gap in athletic participation. A $10-per-semester student athletic fee had raised $750,000 to fund nonincome sports, but a $1.95 million cumulative deficit remained, even with modest increases in

football attendance and private donations. A follow-up audit doubted whether the department could eliminate the cumulative deficit and still have twenty-five competitive sports teams with the existing revenue structure.29

On March 18, athletic director Pat Richter recommended that five sports—baseball, men’s and women’s gymnastics, and men’s and women’s fencing—be dropped and that the men’s and women’s crew budgets be capped at current levels. Al Fish, the finance officer for the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics, had determined that the overall sports program needed to contract to facilitate future growth, reduce the deficit, comply with gender equity, and establish a highly competitive and sustainable athletic program. The Wisconsin Student Association (WSA) called the proposed cuts a breach of students rights because the $10 fee was supposed to fund nonrevenue sports.

The Division’s budget committee outlined three options:

 

1. Cut baseball, men’s and women’s gymnastics, and men’s and women’s fencing; cap the crew budgets.

2. Cut baseball and men’s and women’s fencing; cap men’s and women’s gymnastics and crew.

3. Cut baseball and men’s fencing.

 

Fish estimated that the first option would save $600,000 the first year and $800,000 the next year. “This plan would eliminate the deficit in the shortest time and allow us to invest and improve the quality of other programs,” Fish said. The Daily Cardinal reported that the two fencing teams cost $55,000 a year, baseball $213,360. Baseball took in $1,373 in revenue in 1989–90, with the vast majority of the budget coming from the Badger-Brewer banquet and private donations.30

The baseball team had played twelve games on its Florida and Louisiana spring trips before learning that the program might be dropped. “None of us knows what our future holds anymore,” Ross Kopfer, a 3.7 GPA student in the School of Business with a .311 batting average, said. “I’ll have to give up the chance of ever turning pro,” he said, adding, “How can they decide that baseball is the sport to cut when baseball has $230,000 in the bank?” Tom O’Neill recalled the news media reporting “insane” rumors that baseball may be dropped. “We didn’t dwell on it,” he said. “Then we thought, ‘Oh, man! They’re really thinking about that?’ Even then it was hard to imagine.”31

On April 3, Richter issued a press release offering supporters of the five sports an option to sustain them. “The coaches of the eliminated sports have indicated to me they want a chance to raise funds and eventually endow their sports,” Richter said. “I want to give them that opportunity, as long as we

maintain the integrity of our proposal that says we are progressing towards our deficit reduction. If the dollars are separate to cover our overhead, then let’s do it.”32

Two days before the scheduled vote on the 1991–92 athletic budget, students held a Save Our Sports rally at the Memorial Union, encouraging retention of the five sports and the student athletic fee. “It’s not just baseball and gymnastics that are suffering,” stated Suzy Favor, the Big Ten and NCAA track and cross-country champion and future U.S. Olympian. “It’s going to hurt everybody. We’re all a team. We’re all working together as one.” UW captains petitioned student board members to vote in favor of retaining the endangered sports, and more than 180 students signed a petition sent to Richter to keep all sports intact.33

College of Engineering professor Gerald Kulcinski, English professor Cyrena Pondrom, and UW Law School professor Ted Finman developed three alternatives to maintain or improve the quality of university sports and provide increased participation opportunities for women:

 

1. Add women’s softball in 1991–92; increase funds for travel, academic, and medical services; cap operating budgets and staffing for all twenty-five varsity sports; and raise $300,000 from sales taxes on tickets.

2. Postpone women’s softball for two years, limit the academic services increase to 6 percent, and reduce the deficit by $214,000.

3. Omit women’s softball, cut the baseball budget by one-fourth, and reduce the deficit by $280,000.34

 

Nonetheless, the athletic board voted 8.5 to 3.5 to cut five sports—baseball, men’s and women’s gymnastics, and men’s and women’s fencing—and cap the men’s and women’s crew budgets at an estimated savings of $624,000 a year. Because the vote was taken without a faculty majority present, the board scheduled another vote for April 19.35

“We’ve got to use it as a motivation to turn around and win the Big Ten championship and throw it back in their face,” said freshman catcher Scott Utech. “Hopefully, it’ll get us going,” said O’Neill, who called the board’s moves “stupid.” The Badgers lost twice at Indiana, then Joe Wagner ended the Hoosiers’ eight-game home winning streak with his first victory. Two weeks later Wagner, the two-sport star from Adams-Friendship school district and a candidate for the starting quarterback job, chose to play baseball instead of football, calling it the toughest decision of his life. Land recalled that the football coach Barry Alvarez wanted Wagner at spring practice six days a week, allowing him to pitch on Sunday. “Do you realize what you’re asking Joe and his arm to do?” Land asked Alvarez in a meeting with Wagner and pitching

coach Scott Sabo. “As a baseball coach, I can’t ask him to pitch on Sunday.” Meanwhile Richter had written Big Ten athletic directors, encouraging them to contact the coaches of the eliminated sports if they were interested in any of UW’s displaced athletes.36

The Badgers lost five of their next six conference home games, then twelfth-ranked Ohio State (28–5, 6–2) came to town and swept four games, including a rescheduled Monday afternoon doubleheader. UW freshman Jason Schlutt lost the opener, 3–1, and Darin Blang lost the finale, 4–1. “We’re not out here for moral victories,” Blang said. “We’re out here to win games and play hard.” Ohio State catcher Mike Durant said, “You’ve got to give Wisconsin all the credit in the world. Any other team probably would have given up.”37

The Dugout Club and a Save Our Sports group, comprised in part of boosters and former Badger baseball players, would not give up. Todd Becker, the Dugout Club president, sent an April 12 letter to “Dear Friends of Baseball,” urging club members to write Governor Tommy G. Thompson and the legislature. “Your help now is necessary to save UW baseball,” Becker concluded. The letter quoted Richter on the economic inability to support a twenty-five-sport program and still eliminate a $2 million deficit. Becker noted that a Wisconsin sales tax exemption would make $400,000 available for athletics and that Wisconsin could follow Minnesota’s example and fund women’s sports with state tax dollars.38

On April 16, Save Our Sports held an afternoon rally at Bascom Hall. Diem Groth, its organizer, said, “I don’t think the Athletic Department or the Chancellor [Donna Shalala] could be any more blatant in their lie to the students,” all of whom paid a $10 per semester fee designated for nonincome sports. Student board members Jack Waite and Elaine Demetroulis angered their peers. At the March 22 meeting Waite abstained and Demetroulis voted for the cuts. In response, all nineteen team captains signed a petition, telling them to vote as instructed. In the WSA referenda held April 17, 89 percent of students opposed the athletic budget, 78 percent said they would not support a $10 semester fee if any sports were cut, and 65 percent did not object to raising ticket prices to increase revenue.39

As the vote neared, Shalala continued to support the initial board action. “It is our belief that by taking such action that we will be able to ensure the viability of remaining programs at a time when we are under severe financial pressures for generating income and reducing a sizeable deficit,” Shalala wrote. “You may disagree, but the message received from past years was that we could not continue to under-provide for our student-athletes in academic and support services areas and we were not even able to ensure their safety in traveling.

This is not acceptable under any circumstances.”40 Shalala wrote the chairs of the legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance that the sports cuts, additional parking revenue, refinancing the McClain facility, and an expected $3 million in athletic donations would eventually erase the deficit and help the division reach its academic support and gender-equity goals.41

On April 19, the athletic board voted 10–7 for the Cut 5, Cap 2 budget. “We tried to do what we felt was right,” Richter said. “We felt this had to be done for the program to move forward.” Land said the situation “could not have been handled in a worse way.” Kulcinski proposed a $1 sales tax on football tickets, a technique used at eight of eleven Big Ten schools, but was ruled out of order. Roger Formisano, the athletic board chair and school of business professor, concluded, “This will hang around for a good long time.”42

James L. Hoyt, now emeritus professor of the UW–Madison School of Journalism and Mass Communication who chaired the athletic board from 1991 to 2000, voted with the majority. “We had a $2.1 million deficit hanging over our heads, the sabers were rattling in the legislature and the Joint Finance Committee,” said Hoyt. “We absolutely had to do something.” Hoyt had hoped the board could save all five sports, eliminate the deficit, and build up a reserve for contingencies and reinvestment. “Unfortunately, that was not an option that was available to us,” he said at a May 9 Board of Regents meeting. “We had an athletic program that was larger than we could sustain and larger than we could afford,” Hoyt recalled in 2013. “We needed to reduce the scope of the program going forward.”43

Baseball would have required a major budget increase plus a new ballpark and indoor practice facility. “We were not in a position to be talking about adding expenditures,” Hoyt said. “If the program continued, it was going to require major infrastructure improvements to bring it up to the competitive level of the rest of the Big Ten.” Kulcinski believed that sales tax and parking revenues, student fees, donations, and budget limits would solve the current deficit and buy time for fundraising strategies and football success to take effect. In retrospect, Kulcinski said the decision was about gender equity, not money. “Even if we’d had the money in a suitcase, I don’t think they would have accepted it,” Kulcinski stated in 2012. “It was an effort to show publicly that they were turning the ship around.” Baseball was the sport to cut, he added, because of the numbers involved and the lack of a women’s equivalent at the time.44

Land believed that gender equity also displaced excellent student athletes. “They needed to look at the individual people—players that were affected by their decisions. Good students, good baseball players, and now you’re telling

them that if they want to play baseball, they have to go someplace else.” Land credited Chancellor Shalala with making bold moves that have paid off. “She fought battles that others would not to put the athletic department where it is today,” Land said. Four days after the vote, Shalala said it “will give us the resources we need to strengthen our total program—academically and athletically—as well as meet our equity standard.” She apologized to the student athletes, coaches, and families of the sports that were cut, assuring them that “all of our education and scholarship commitments to them will be met.”45

Cyrena Pondrom, one of two faculty representatives to oppose the cuts, said they were not necessary for gender equity “unless there was a substantial increase in the amount of money that went to football.” The budget provided $1 million to upgrade video operations for player evaluation, scouting, and game planning, and also for other support functions. “We couldn’t greatly increase football and increase women’s sports.” In retrospect, Pondrom said that all parties involved were acting in the best interests of the university and that football success has revived UW athletics. “The football program was flat on its back, very nearly at a nadir,” she replied. “It is now nationally competitive and a driver of funds that support the entire program.”46

Mark Hamilton empathized with Richter in making a tough decision. “I knew even back then he didn’t like what he was doing, but he had no choice. It was inevitable.” What bothered Hamilton was the women’s tennis team cheering the board’s vote. “They were arguing that the baseball team ought to be cut,” he said. “It was not a day to celebrate.” John Kopfer had heated words with Richter after the meeting. “I basically asked him how he could do that when he himself played baseball there,” Kopfer said. “I don’t really believe they spent a lot of time talking to people outside the athletic board about what the consequences would be for the public.” Kopfer believed that the Wisconsin program, after three losing seasons, was on the way back with a talented group of young pitchers that included Jason Schlutt, sophomore Chip Engdahl (2–4 as 1990 Freshman of the Year), and junior Mark Flanagan. “On the road, fans at other schools kept asking us, ‘Is this really happening?’” recalled Flanagan, who agreed the programs that were cut needed more support and that baseball needed to recruit more aggressively, rather than continuing to sign players such as himself who “fell into the lap of Wisconsin.”47

A charged-up Wisconsin team rode into Iowa City with a purpose and won the first game of an April 20 doubleheader, 3–2, on O’Neill’s tenth-inning home run. “Once we’re on the field, we put it behind us,” O’Neill said of the athletic board vote. “It shows a lot for this team. We’ve definitely shown a lot of

character.” In front of 2,157 fans at Iowa Field, the Hawkeyes took the second game, 6–0, and won two more on Sunday. Kopfer’s RBI single ended a twenty-five-inning scoreless streak.48
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On April 30, O’Neill swiped his fifty-fourth base in a victory over Northern Illinois that left him three shy of Lee Bauman’s career record. The leading hitter against Northern Illinois was freshman catcher Tim Ulatowski of Chicago, who shared catching duties with Scott Utech. Ulatowski had three hits against the Huskies and remembered how much he appreciated Guy Lowman Field after a career at De LaSalle on Chicago’s southwest side playing on park district fields from which players removed broken glass and other debris. “For me, it was beautiful to have a field,” calling the McClain Center used for indoor practices “phenomenal.” A straight-A student and a member of the National Honor Society, Ulatowski went to a Cincinnati Reds tryout camp at St. Xavier College in May 1990. That summer Daryl Fuchs and Scott Sabo met Ulatowski at a game that was rained out, but they had watched him warm up. “I got support from my buddies [who were] just as excited to see people out there to watch me,” he stated. Land came to another game a week later. “When he called me up to say he was coming,” said Ulatowski, “it was like a breath of fresh air;

I’ve got another chance.” Later that summer Ulatowski played for a Team USA squad that lost in the World Series at Fort Lauderdale, Florida. That fall he enrolled at Wisconsin, and Fuchs began teaching him the finer points of catching.49

On May 6, the Badgers hosted Minnesota at Warner Park, hoping a different venue might draw more fans. A gathering of 482 saw two losses and some history. O’Neill tied Bauman’s record of fifty-seven stolen bases and Minnesota’s John Kopfer hit his fifth homer and Wisconsin’s Ross Kopfer his sixth in what may be the only Big Ten game in which brothers on opposing teams hit home runs.50

Nearly a century after the first known newspaper advertisement for Wisconsin baseball appeared in the Madison Democrat, the Wisconsin State Journal carried a “Say Goodbye to Baseball” message on page four of the sports section, courtesy of the Dugout Club. The advertisement promised free admission, refreshments of all kinds, and concluded “No UW Administrators, Please!” The day before the final doubleheader against Purdue, the UW Board of Regents did not vote on the sports cuts and told opponents to appeal to UW president Kenneth Shaw, who was leaving for Syracuse University. Kulcinski suggested budget freezes at 80 percent of current levels for all seven sports involved. He believed that would pay off the debt, build a reserve, and fill up the investment fund. Delaying the cuts would retain quality athletes and raise the GPA for student athletes. On May 6, the Faculty Senate unanimously opposed the sports cuts because they were a significant departure from policy that required Faculty Senate approval.51

Black Friday

“Somber.” “Sad.” “Surreal.” These were just some of the words former Badger baseball players used to describe the program’s final day, May 10, 1991. The Badgers wore their traditional cardinal-and-white uniforms for the first game, then donned black hats, sleeves, and socks, and polished their cleated shoes black for the final game in program history. Fuchs had called Iowa coach Duane Banks, who provided the sleeves and socks, but Badger players bought the black hats. “Our classmates were out there,” O’Neill remembered. “It was something that I didn’t thoroughly enjoy. . . . Nobody thought it was good.”52

When the Badgers took infield practice, they got a pep talk from graduate assistant Dennis Campion. “We hit the field and tried to fire the kids up,” Campion said. “I told them, ‘Today, you’re just a great hometown summer league squad. You’re not playing for the Badgers anymore. You’re playing for

yourselves.’” Engdahl sang “The Star Spangled Banner” before Wagner’s first pitch. By the second game, more than two thousand people had filtered through the left-field entrance to the swamp on a sunny day to watch baseball’s farewell with typical Wisconsin fare—brats, burgers, beer. Kids played various forms of baseball under the stands. A fan expressed disgust over the turnout. “It kind of made you upset that it took something like this to draw people,” Gary Utech said. “You had to feed them hamburgers and brats to get them here. Is that a tribute?”53
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The starting lineup for the Badgers’ final baseball victory:

 

Joe Wagner, pitcher (Adams-Friendship, Wisconsin)

Tim Ulatowski, catcher (Chicago, Illinois)

Rob Brozovich, first base (Golden, Colorado)

Tom O’Neill, second base (Tinley Park, Illinois)

John Vanden Heuvel, third base (Appleton, Wisconsin)

Joel Schmitz, shortstop (Janesville, Wisconsin)

Ross Kopfer, left field (Ixonia, Wisconsin)

Jason Beier, center field (Wales, Wisconsin)

Tom Vilet, right field (Cortland, Illinois)

Brett Wyngarden, designated hitter (St. Joseph, Michigan).

 

In the opener the Badgers gave the fans plenty to cheer about in Wisconsin’s 1,445th and final baseball victory. Joe Wagner struck out nine and won, 5–2. Kopfer drove in two runs and Mike Palen of La Crosse got the last two outs for his fourth save. Tears flowed during a between-games award ceremony during

which players received a plaque with the team picture and their names captioned below. In the second game, freshman Jason Schlutt of Baroda, Michigan, pitched brilliantly but trailed 1–0 when O’Neill got the final Badger hit and Vilet followed with a two-out walk. Third baseman John Vanden Heuvel then hit a line drive to center field that gave the Badgers and the fans one last hope. Purdue’s James Allensworth caught the ball, however, and the game and the program ended. “I didn’t want to make the last out,” Vanden Heuvel said. “I got a good pitch and swung as hard as I could. I couldn’t get it up enough to get it over his head or out of the park.” The players did not want to leave. “I’ll probably be here until they kick us out,” Wagner said. Kopfer stayed on the field until past midnight with others who could not believe that UW baseball had ended. “I was there until the sun came up the next morning,” he said. Kopfer recalled a somber scene—everyone in disbelief. The Badgers took pictures with teammates, parents, fans, and even some Purdue players. “We were kind of mesmerized by what was going on.”54
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“What hurts,” Kopfer told reporters, “is the loss of our friends and of the baseball program here at Wisconsin. Nothing will ever be as hard to go through as what these guys went through this season.”55 In discussing the loss of Wisconsin

baseball, pain replaced the smile on Darin Blang’s face. He talked of uncertainty, questions, anger, and frustration. In order to give underclassmen a chance to show their stuff for coaches from other schools, Blang also had to step aside in his final season. “I still wanted to play professionally. Not being able to start the last two weekends of the season was a very bitter ending to my Badger career.”56 Blang went on to graduate with an engineering degree from UW–Madison, and since 2000 he has worked for Oneida Total Integrated Enterprises on highway transportation development and expansion projects.

Kopfer finished his business degree and gave up college baseball. O’Neill went to Northern Illinois, Land’s alma mater, which had just reinstated its baseball program. From there, he played Class A ball in the San Francisco Giants organization, concluding his career at Corpus Christi, Texas, in a league using wooden bats. Flanagan decided on UW–Milwaukee, years before the Panthers had become a solid Division I program. Land and Fuchs helped as many players as they could find new homes now that the Wisconsin door was officially closed. “Coach Land was very supportive and proactive,” O’Neill said. Land contacted fellow coaches and recommended players that he had recruited for Wisconsin. Purdue coach Dave Alexander would have taken some of them with no reservations. Pointing to the Wisconsin team after the games, he said, “These kids represent what college athletics is supposed to about, yet they drop the sport.”57

Ulatowski believed a strong group of freshmen and sophomores would have produced a winner. He transferred to St. Mary’s of Winona (Minnesota) and later became a police officer in suburban Chicago. After the September 11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center, Ulatwoski joined the Department of Homeland Security. His eldest son, Matt, played baseball at Providence High School in Homer Glen, Illinois, and his younger son, Tommy, has a special ambition. “Wisconsin will bring back baseball,” he told his dad, “and I’m going to play there.”58

Some former players turned out for the final doubleheader. Eric Liebenstein slowly walked over to the Badger dugout and saw Land sitting, hunched over, his face in his hands. The former pitcher tapped his coach on the shoulder, put his arm around him, and sat down. “We both bawled like schoolboys,” said Liebenstein. “That program provided many things for a lot of young men.”59

Wisconsin ended the Big Ten season with six wins and twenty-two losses, but the greatest loss was the program itself. The university’s first sport was called out. On May 17, reconsideration of the budget failed and the athletic board reaffirmed its earlier decision. The same day, women’s gymnastics coach Terry Bryson wrote board members on raising funds to save the five sports.

“We found that the public expected us to have credibility before we could raise huge amounts,” although the effort raised $90,000 in three weeks. Bryson wrote that the elimination of the sports was contradictory to the contention that the UW–Madison was special and unique. “By recognizing our mistakes,” she wrote, “we improve our performance—a true sports philosophy. . . . You, as a board, divided yourselves and let power and personalities supersede the real issue. In one fell swoop, the Athletic Board has changed the nation’s perception of the University of Wisconsin.” Bryson concluded her letter grieving for the board members over the precedent they had set but ended with an “On, Wisconsin!”60

[image: Image: The 1991 baseball team played with Wisconsin spirit to the end. (UW Athletic Communications)]

According to a May 24, 1991, letter from Gail Snowden, the UW–Madison senior legal counsel, to Tom Okawara, the equal-opportunity specialist at the Office for Civil Rights, gender equity and the budget deficit made the cuts necessary. The assurances that Chancellor Shalala signed in February 1990 “must be implemented in the 1991–92 academic year.” Adding women’s softball would close the equal participation gap based on the sports offered at an individual Division I institution compared to NCAA participation in all sports. The fourth most popular sport among Wisconsin high schools and nationwide would add twenty-five female athletes and meet Title IX criteria, but the deficit with no cash reserve precluded adding any sports. The Division of Intercollegiate Athletics refused to convert the women’s club softball team to a varsity squad. A nationally competitive women’s softball program would have cost an estimated

$830,000 over four years, based on eleven scholarships and a Big Ten travel schedule. A non-Big Ten softball team with in-state scholarships and less coaching support would have cost $300,000 less.61

The Cut 5, Cap 2 decision considered sports sponsorship at the high school, Big Ten, and national levels, the quality of and access to facilities, costs of the sport, climate, and gender equity. All 667 NCAA schools and 385 Wisconsin high schools offered the sport, so sponsorship was not a factor. Yet the facilities were “dismal, the worst in the Big Ten.” (Fuchs said that coaches did not show recruits the swampy field while other big Ten schools used their fields to recruit top players). An upgrade meant a large investment. Two-thirds of the games were on the road because of cold weather and the quality of the playing field; travel to warm climates raised costs; aging travel vans had exceeded 100,000 miles. But the baseball budget was $223,165. Donations for the 1991 season totaled $42,988 for operations and $49,311 for scholarships. Net revenues totaled $666. On the equity factor, “It was equitable not to field men’s baseball if women’s softball was not added. The money saved and number of participants reduced by eliminating men’s baseball could have been achieved only by elimination of two or more other men’s sports.”62

Snowden wrote that reinvested funds would improve the quality of existing sports programs and help the university bring academic, counseling, medical, training, and nutrition services up to Big Ten and NCAA standards while increasing competitiveness and graduation rates, concluding that the cuts were “painful and necessary” to resolve academic, fiscal, and equity issues. The fighting over figures continued into the summer. Richter reported that the Cut 5, Cap 2 part of the budget would save at least $629,000. Kulcinski argued that inflation and anticipated program costs reduced the savings to $312,000. Student organizations not only called for repeal of the athletic fee but also appealed to Chancellor Shalala to delay the cuts for one year.63

Nonetheless, the budget and the student fee stayed and the sports went. It would be nine years before the ping of aluminum bats striking baseballs and the smack of pitches hitting catcher’s mitts would be heard again around campus as Wisconsin baseball went back to its roots when a group of students who chose to attend UW–Madison decided they wanted to play baseball.

Postscript: The Modern Mendotas

Since 2000 the University of Wisconsin–Madison has had two baseball teams. Some of them have gone to World Series, but comparatively few people know about it. Wisconsin joined the National Club Baseball Association (NCBA) in

2003 after UW–Eau Claire, UW–Milwaukee, Marquette, and Northwestern club teams came on board. (These teams are now part of the NCBA’s Great Lakes West division.) In their inaugural year, Wisconsin’s Division I team played in the World Series in Bradenton, Florida. The Badgers won two regional games before losing to Texas A&M, which used its club team as a junior varsity developmental squad. In 2014 Wisconsin club baseball completed its sixteenth season. The D1 team won two World Series games at Tampa, Florida, before losing to the eventual champion, Utah State. In 2013 the D2 team made its World Series for the third straight year. The first two years, they finished tied for third place.64

Jeff Block, current general manager Jeff Booth, and others followed the lead of the 1870 Mendotas, choosing to attend the University of Wisconsin–Madison and starting a baseball team. Players contributed $75 in dues, sold coupon books and advertising space on a poster, and sent donation letters to family and friends. Since then, community businesses have provided financial support. Originally, players posted flyers in dormitories and lecture halls to recruit players and to publicize the team. Today, more than one hundred players typically try out for the two club squads. Competition has increased with the numbers. “At the start, many prospective players didn’t realize how competitive the team was and still is today,” Block said. “They hear the word ‘club’ and they think anyone who ever played high school baseball has a shot. Word has spread about the level of competition, which has led to more and more qualified players trying out.” Finding a field was a treasure hunt. Block recalled, “We were little hoodlums who used any field they could grab.” The first team had ten starters and eight reserves, “extra bodies and cars to take us there.” Coaches and players called other area college teams to schedule games on open dates. They practiced three or four times a week on city park fields and played games at Bowman Field or at Warner Park for reasonable rental fees.65

Now firmly established, both teams play home games from March through mid-May at Mansfield Stadium and the Bishop O’Connor Center on Madison’s west side, Ahuska Field in Monona, and Norse Field in Stoughton against UW system and Big Ten club teams. Occasionally, they play at MATC or Warner Park and have used the Shell and Stock Pavilion for fall and winter hitting practice and defensive situational drills. The April schedules, like the Badger slates of yore, have frequent cancelations due to weather, but Wisconsin has played Marquette, UW–Eau Claire, Madison College, and Loyola of Chicago. Regional tournaments are held in May and the Division World Series in June. In the fall of 2016 work began to convert the original Guy Lowman Field next to the UW Natatorium into a home field for club baseball, complete with an artificial playing surface.







13

Bringing Back Badger Baseball

A school and athletic department as successful as UW should do everything it can to have America’s national pastime as a sport.

Wisconsin Baseball proposal

The Proposal

In April 2016 Wisconsin club baseball head coach Jeff Block released a fourteen-page preliminary proposal outlining reasons to restore men’s varsity baseball and how it could happen. The proposal attempted to show how issues such as Title IX gender equity, finances, facilities, weather, and the development of a nationally competitive program do not necessarily prevent the return of Wisconsin’s first intercollegiate sport.

The proposal suggested that restoring baseball would give the University of Wisconsin–Madison twelve women’s sports and twelve men’s sports and that men’s sports were receiving 55 percent of athletic aid. Title IX attorneys told Block that “no hard-and-fast rule” exists in terms of an equal amount of scholarships. “If there were, there would be an equal amount right now,” the proposal said. Adding baseball would probably require a complementary women’s sport, based on Equity in Athletics Data Analysis (EADA) numbers showing 396 male and 384 female athletes at Wisconsin. Big Ten baseball rosters average twenty-seven players and twelve scholarships, Block said.1

The McClain Center and the Camp Randall Memorial Shell could provide indoor practice facilities as in the past. Block also stated that renewed connections with the Milwaukee Brewers and UW–Milwaukee could lead to early season exhibition games and an invitational tournament at Miller Park. Block suggested a partnership with the Madison Mallards, who entertain huge

Northwoods League crowds for thirty-five games each summer at city-owned Warner Park, which has all the amenities and is on a bus line for student transportation. The games feature collegiate-level players, and the Badgers could lease the park and provide between-innings entertainment through the sports marketing department. Block believes that the Mallards’ success is evidence that Madison has a baseball fan base that would attend Badger games, thereby generating long-term interest and increasing ticket sales and revenue. UW–La Crosse saved its baseball program in 2010 with an alumni and community fund drive and the establishment of a revolving fund to pay expenses. The Eagles, who came within one game of an NCAA Division III World Series title in 2015, have partnered with the La Crosse Loggers in the Northwoods League to use Copeland Park as a home field in exchange for raising funds for improvements.2
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Construction of an on-campus ballpark and providing a complementary women’s sport is tied in with long-term fundraising. In fact, eleven of thirteen Big Ten schools have recently built new stadiums or renovated existing facilities: for example, Penn State’s $31 million Medlar Field (2006) has 5,400 permanent seats and Ohio State’s 4,500-seat Nick Swisher Field (2011) at Bill Davis Stadium cost $4.7 million. Other schools have built or renovated baseball and/or softball facilities as part of a master plan.3 Table 1 shows the average costs of Big Ten baseball programs for 2014.


C.R.I.B

In 2008 Milwaukee attorney J. D. Thorne formed the ad hoc group C.R.I.B. (Committee to Restore Intercollegiate Baseball at the UW–Madison). Thorne had earned a varsity letter playing first base on Dynie Mansfield’s 1968 squad and pitched for part of the 1969 season; he also played amateur baseball for many years in Madison and Milwaukee. The group has indicated that private donors are ready to provide the funds necessary to restore men’s baseball and provide a complementary women’s sport. It is up to the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics to give the okay. “Until that moment, any fundraising is deemed by the department to be in competition with its existing development efforts,” Thorne said. Thorne believes Wisconsin could build a highly competitive baseball program because of the pool of talent from in-state high schools and throughout the Midwest. The Badger state continues to support youth and American Legion teams and offer baseball academies to all ages.4

Tom Bennett, who coached James Madison Memorial High School to two WIAA state baseball championships and won more games than any coach in Madison prep history, said there are enough talented players in the state of Wisconsin that, with a few quality pitchers recruited nationally, the university could build a nationally competitive team. “We have been told that unless you can compete for a national championship, we’re not going to have baseball,” said Bennett, who has had many players tell him, “I’d love to stay here but I want to play baseball.”5 Bennett also stated that city-owned Bowman Field could serve as a temporary home field until money is raised for an on-campus complex.

“If it’s money, it could be funded privately in a heartbeat,” Craig Zirbel said. “It just hasn’t been a priority,” added Monte Phillips, a career educator and coach who has been an assistant principal and athletic director at Janesville Craig High School. Phillips has known many Big Eight conference baseball players who would have chosen Wisconsin if it had a Division I team. “I don’t think I would have gone to Wisconsin without it,” Ken Mulry said. “It’s all about money,” adding that some former baseball players do not donate to and have only a passive interest in UW athletics because there is no varsity baseball team. “They could bring it back tomorrow,” said Jim Van Proosdy. “But I’m not going to donate to a program that kicked my [sport] to the curb.”6

Mark Doran found that baseball and softball working together helps sports programs flourish, citing donations for new fields, practice facilities, and training. Doran believes there is room for baseball at Wisconsin with the addition of another women’s sport, that total Title IX compliance—rather than progression toward gender equity—is the major roadblock.7


Promotion, department support, and attendance (all linked to first-class facilities) were lacking for much of Wisconsin baseball history. In his first interview for this book, Pat Richter cited numerous obstacles to a successful baseball program that existed even when he played: a short season, cold and wet spring weather that made Guy Lowman Field a windswept sponge, and the difficulty in recruiting top players—particularly pitchers—to a northern climate. Richter also pointed out that qualifying for NCAA playoffs is based on power ratings and not regional committee selections. A losing spring trip puts a team quickly out of contention.8

Former UW player and longtime sports official Charles “Chick” Lowe, however, does not believe baseball would succeed. He told athletic director Barry Alvarez that the university made the right decision to drop baseball during a financial and legal crisis. “I told him, ‘This is not a baseball town, there is no proper facility and no roof over it. You can’t get your good ballplayers to play here. I defend your reasons for not doing it.’”9

Around the League

On April 5, 2013, the University of Minnesota opened their new Dick Siebert Field, named for the longtime Minnesota coach who led the Gophers to three national championships. Hall of Fame infielder Paul Molitor chaired a $7 million campaign to renovate the old ballpark for outdoor games when the Metrodome was unavailable. The university’s M Club director George Adzick said profit-making is not the main goal. “If you define your program by the quality of athletes who represent the University of Minnesota in postgraduate activities, we are wildly successful,” said Adzick, a former Gopher football player. “If you define success by the controller or the business office, there are maybe a handful of programs that break into the black ink.” Adzick calls the lack of varsity baseball at Wisconsin “a black eye” on the Big Ten baseball landscape. “We’d love to see Wisconsin regain the advantage of having a baseball team.”10

Purdue opened their $10.3 million Alexander Field after the 2012 Boilermakers won a school record forty-five games and its first Big Ten championship since 1909. The field is named for the parents of former Purdue coach Dave Alexander, the winningest coach in program history and the largest donor for the 1,500-seat baseball field. The field is built for expansion to 2,500 seats and is part of the new “Northwest Site” that houses the soccer complex, tennis facility, and cross-country course. Its site development cost between $4 million and $5 million, and the baseball facility replaced Lambert Field (opened in 1955) to allow for expansion to include a football stadium and arena.11


Indiana won the Big Ten championship in 2013 and made its first-ever College World Series appearance. Their 49–16 season (17–7 in the Big Ten) ended with a 1–0 loss to Oregon State, but in 2014 the Hoosiers boasted four preseason All-Americans.12 In East Lansing, home to Michigan State University, the Drayton McLane Baseball Stadium at Kobs Field has all the amenities as part of an on-campus baseball-softball-soccer complex. It is supported through donations, the largest of which came from Drayton McLane, the former Houston Astros owner, who contributed $4 million for the new stadium (renovated 2009). Kirk Gibson, a member of the 1979 Big Ten championship team who played seventeen seasons in the majors and managed the Arizona Diamondbacks, donated and raised funds for the hitting facility, which is shared with the women’s softball team. Justin Scanlon, a Verona, Wisconsin, native who played every game at shortstop for the 2012 Big Ten champions, believes Wisconsin could follow Michigan State’s example.13

Teams typically play fall baseball schedules and offer summer baseball camps for various ability levels. Minnesota has future stars, rookie, pitch, catch-and-hit camps, and an advanced camp for thirteen- and fourteen-year-olds. Michigan has separate camps for pitching, catching, hitting, and infield instruction, all organized by age groups.14 Big Ten schools recognize that revenue sports support the other sports, regardless of the number of sports offered. A 2013 analysis of Michigan State athletic revenues showed that football and basketball dollars drove the twenty-five-sport program. None of the other sports costs more than $2 million in annual operations, and none of the remaining twenty programs brings in more than $450,000 annually.15

In essence, the landscape has grown in dollars but the principle of football as the main moneymaker has changed little since 1906, when a reduced football schedule forced Wisconsin to temporarily drop baseball. A sharp decline in football attendance also led in part to the elimination of baseball in 1991. Endowing baseball and one or possibly two more women’s sports affects the sustainability and Title IX compliance that UW achieved after a dozen years of hard work.

Title IX Today

The University of Wisconsin achieved Title IX compliance in 2001. The Division of Intercollegiate Athletics keeps close tabs on equal participation of male and female athletes based on enrollment through roster counts and other federally established guidelines. Terry Gawlik, senior associate athletic director at UW–Madison, stated that schools have used Title IX to justify various actions

regarding the status of men’s and women’s sports throughout the history of the law, which was designed to provide equal educational opportunity to all students enrolled at institutions receiving federal funds and was expanded to cover athletics in 1974, but “Title IX does not tell institutions to eliminate sports.” When the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) receives a complaint, a three-part test looks at substantial proportionality (a comparison of the percentage of male and female athletes to the percentage of those enrolled), a history of expanding opportunities to achieve compliance, and accommodating the interests and abilities of the underrepresented gender. Ultimately the OCR accepted roster counts taken on the first day of a sport’s season to check compliance.16

The Division must also maintain compliance with the OCR’s eleven-item laundry list for providing support services—coaches, recruiting, scholarships, practice and game facilities, equipment, travel, strength-and-conditioning and training staff, and academic assistance—to determine whether or not a school provides equal athletic opportunities for both genders:

 

1. Provision and maintenance of equipment and supplies

2. Scheduling of games and practice times

3. Travel and per diem expenses

4. Opportunity to receive tutoring, and assignment and compensation of tutors

5. Opportunity to receive coaching, and assignment and compensation of coaches

6. Provision of locker rooms, practice and competitive facilities

7. Provision of medical and training services and facilities

8. Provision of housing and dining services and facilities

9. Publicity

10. Support services

11. Recruiting.17

 

NCAA women’s athletics has grown in the number of teams and participants since 1997–98, according to an NCAA report issued in October 2015. In 2014–15, 209,472 female athletes participated in sports that competed for Division I championships. From 2003–4 through 2014–15 women’s teams have won 54.7 percent of all Division I championships.18

Wisconsin women’s athletics has thrived recently with the successes of women’s volleyball, hockey, and softball on the national stage. Women’s hockey, the top-ranked team at the start of the 2016–17 season, has won four NCAA titles (2006, 2007, 2009, and 2011) and has its own on-campus arena financed mostly through gifts and some bonding authority. Women’s volleyball achieved the number one ranking in the nation in 2016, had a 31–3 record in 2014, finished

second in the nation in 2013, and regularly draws enthusiastic crowds to the Field House. Women’s softball achieved three consecutive thirty-win seasons, a conference tournament title, and three NCAA tournament victories.19
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Since enactment of Title IX for athletics, men’s and women’s participation at UW–Madison has increased and the women’s athletic budget has jumped to more than $15 million to provide necessary support for all UW intercollegiate women’s programs. Men’s programs have also received budget increases. At the same time, courts have ruled that cutting sports can be used to achieve gender equity in proportional athletic participation without denying equal protection under the law.20

Former UW baseball players have said the issue is not women’s sports—many of them have daughters who participate in intercollegiate athletics—but that Wisconsin remains the only Big Ten school without Division I baseball, the second-most sponsored sport in NCAA men’s Division I athletics. Since 1991 the number of teams has grown from 271 to 295 with rosters averaging thirty-five players.21

Softball

Women’s softball finally made the roster in 1996. Karen Gallagher led the Badgers to five seasons with thirty-plus victories and had a ten-year record

of 271–268–2. Chandelle Schulte coached the next five seasons, but the teams never finished higher than eighth place or posted a winning conference record.
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It took an energetic Chicago native and Loyola alumnus to bring thirty-victory seasons back to Badgerland. Yvette Healy guided Wisconsin to a 30–23 overall mark in her first season, 34–19 and fourth place in her second season, and a program-best 44–13 record and a 2013 Big Ten tournament championship with a 16–7 record. In 2013 the Badgers advanced to the NCAA regional final before losing to third-ranked Oregon. In 2014 Wisconsin had a 15–7 conference record and won two NCAA tournament games before another loss to Oregon. The team plays fall and spring schedules with four spring trips. It hosts opponents at Goodman Diamond, named for donors Bob and Irv Goodman, built in 1999 for $1.9 million in gifts and bonding and renovated for an additional $3.7 million in gifts.22 The softball complex rests partially on the second Guy Lowman Field.


Healy preaches playing “Badger softball,” emphasizing energy, enthusiasm, determination, and tenacity. Yet the program faces the same weather challenges that baseball did. The 2013 Big Ten champions played ten home games, twenty on the road, and twenty-seven at neutral sites. The 2016 squad played sixteen of its fifty-two games at home but posted a 28–23–1 record. Like their baseball predecessors, the team has bucked the weather and played with the spirit of Badger softball.







Epilogue

Where Are They Now? The Players

On September 4 and 5, 2009, seventy-five former UW baseball players and coaches attended a reunion during a Badger football weekend. Players received baseball cards with a picture from their playing days and reminisced about their experiences. National W Club president Tom Shipley and athletic director Barry Alvarez spoke at the event. The 1950 College World Series team held reunions in 1975 and again in 2000, where players received a commemorative booklet with newspaper stories and statistics from that memorable season. Many Wisconsin baseball players used their university education and experiences in successful endeavors. You name it and it seems a Badger baseball player has done it. Below are short biographies of some of Wisconsin’s finest players.

Johnny Gerlach earned his law degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1947 and practiced law until his death in 1999. Gerlach played and managed in the Madison industrial league in the late 1940s and early 1950s and is a member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame and Madison Sports Hall of Fame.

Howard Boese had a thirty-six-year coaching career at University School of Milwaukee, thirty-four as athletic director. After retirement, Boese sold deferred compensation plans for the Copeland Company. He is a member of the Senior Olympics Hall of Fame and the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame.

Charles “Chick” Lowe earned a physical education degree at Wisconsin, doing his practice teaching under Dynie Mansfield and Archie Morrow, two iconic Madison high school sports officials. Lowe worked high school and collegiate football and basketball games for fifty years. He sold beef at the Oscar Mayer Company for twenty years, later became a production supervisor, and retired in 1990. He is a member of the Madison Sports Hall of Fame.
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Robert “Red” Wilson spent many years as a banking executive in Madison. The only Badger football player to win three team MVP awards (1947–49), Wilson was named to Wisconsin’s all-time football team in 1969. In 1991 he became a charter member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame and is also a member of the Madison Sports Hall of Fame. Wilson passed away on August 8, 2013.

Gene Evans completed his degree in physical education and recreation at UW in 1953. His career as an AMOCO auditor and sales representative took him and his family to Green Bay, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Chicago, Kansas City, Des Moines, and finally Atlanta, where he retired in 1988.

Bob Shea and his father-in-law ran Madison Sand and Gravel, now Wingra Stone and Redi-Mix. A native of Waukegan, Illinois, Shea enjoyed golf and skiing and remained close to teammates on Wisconsin baseball and football teams, greeting Robert “Red” Wilson with a “Hello, there, Redhead” before their joint interview for this book. After a brief illness, Bob Shea passed away on October 16, 2013, at age eighty-six.


Ed Keating earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from UW–Madison in 1950 and spent his career as a land developer. He retired to Middletown, Rhode Island.

Sheldon “Shelley” Fink majored in accounting at UW and in 1954 served in the U.S. Army as a financial officer. He earned a law degree at Wisconsin and specialized in tax law for the U.S. Department of Justice. Fink returned to the Chicago area as a tax lawyer for Sonnenschein, Nath, and Rosenthal.

Gene Radke spent most of his working life as a teacher and coach in California, leading Chico to the 1968 state baseball championship and teaching at Pleasant Valley High School and Butte Community College (where Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers went to school). Radke retired to Arizona in 2015.

Paul G. Furseth became postmaster in his hometown of Edgerton, Wisconsin, where he earned the nickname “Smiley” and raised seven children. He passed away from pancreatic cancer in September 2010.

Harold “Hal” Raether taught high school in Wisconsin for twelve years, serving as head baseball and basketball coach at Mount Horeb, head baseball coach at Brookfield East, and head tennis coach at Brookfield Central. Raether later ran a handball and racquetball club in Wauwatosa and owned the Minneapolis Athletic Club for twenty years.

Otto Puls practiced thirty-eight years as a Madison pharmacist, thirty-four at Central Wisconsin Center. He also played semiprofessional baseball with Mallatt Drugs and Bowman Dairy and was an NCAA football official. On New Year’s Day 1981 Puls and former Badger player and coach Gene Calhoun were on the Orange Bowl officiating crew, perhaps the only time two former Wisconsin baseball players officiated a major bowl game.

Jim Temp served two years in the U.S. Army and played four seasons with the Green Bay Packers (1957–60). He became president of the Alexander Insurance brokerage firm and enjoyed a successful career in the insurance industry. Temp led the UW–Green Bay Founders Association and chaired the school’s capital campaigns and served on the Packers’ executive committee and board of directors. Temp died of a heart condition on November 25, 2012. He is a member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame.

Sheldon “Shelley” Rusch taught and coached at Adams-Friendship before taking a job as the first baseball coach at Wauwatosa West, where he also taught physical education for twenty-three years. Rusch led the Trojans to two state tournaments. He played summer baseball in West Allis in the mid-1950s with bonus baby Don Pavletich and Hall of Fame broadcaster Bob Uecker, both of

Milwaukee. He also pitched New London to the 1958 Badger Amateur Baseball Association championship. Rusch retired to West Allis, a Milwaukee suburb.
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William “Bill” Rubin had a twenty-five-year career at First Wisconsin bank. A popular player, Rubin passed away on November 22, 2013, after suffering a heart attack at his home in West Allis.

Wayne “Knobby” Kelliher signed with the Boston Red Sox and played with the Rapid City Chiefs in the Basin League but went into the Air Force for three years, playing football and baseball in Okinawa and in Tokyo’s Rice Bowl in front of eighty-seven thousand fans. After his discharge from the service, Kelliher taught and coached at New Richmond, Wisconsin Dells, and Madison Central. In 1969 he transferred to Madison East, where he taught social studies, economics, and physical education and coached baseball and football until his retirement in 1996.

Dick Hrlevich became the first baseball coach at brand-new Milwaukee Hamilton High School in 1966. In twenty-eight seasons Hrlevich won nine city titles and three Big Nine championships in a conference comprised of Milwaukee, Racine, and Kenosha high schools. Hrlevich had a 356–143–9 record (.713) and is a member of the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame.
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John DeMerit was the Milwaukee Braves’ opening day center fielder in 1961 and started in the outfield when Warren Spahn no-hit the Giants on April 28. He retired in early 1962 after playing a few games for the Mets and returned to Port Washington where he sold insurance for Equitable Life Assurance. In 1969 the mayor appointed him director of parks and recreation, a job he held for twenty-six years until his retirement in 1995.

Ron Nieman coached football, track, and wrestling at Clinton in southern Wisconsin from 1959 to 1962 before taking over a Sheboygan North football program that previously had twenty-four consecutive losing seasons. In 1963 the Golden Raiders tied for the Fox River Valley Conference championship with a 6–1 record, and Nieman won coach of the year honors at age twenty-seven. The Legislature officially recognized his accomplishment, passing Joint Rule 26 on November 13, 1963. A highly respected teacher, coach, and administrator, Nieman taught and coached at North from 1962 to 1976, was vice principal at DeForest Area High School for two years, then served as assistant principal and athletic director at Monona Grove High School for nineteen years before retiring.

George Schmid started in the automobile business at General Motors and worked sales and service for thirty-six years, the last twelve as a zone manager in Pittsburgh and Atlanta. Schmid retired in 1996 and lives in Parrish, Florida.

Dale Hackbart played for the Class C Grand Forks (North Dakota) Chiefs in 1960 and played thirteen seasons in the NFL with the Green Bay Packers,

Washington Redskins, Minnesota Vikings, St. Louis Cardinals, and Denver Broncos. His playing career ended in 1973 after he suffered a severe back injury from an intentional hit during a game against the Cincinnati Bengals. On June 11, 1979, the U.S. Court of Appeals of the Tenth Circuit set a tort reform precedent, ruling that Hackbart was entitled to damages because the injury was not simply part of the game of professional football. After football, Hackbart spent forty years in the industrial and commercial tire business and retired from Bridgestone in 2013. He lives in Boulder, Colorado, and plans to do volunteer high school coaching. He is a member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame and the Madison Sports Hall of Fame.
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Russ Mueller returned to Madison after his minor league baseball career to finish his law degree, playing summer baseball for the Monona Grove Lakers with Hackbart, Jim Bakken, and Bill Richards. He became a National Labor Relations Board attorney and is “mostly retired” in Milwaukee. Mueller was inducted into the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame in 2015.


Jim Bakken spent seventeen seasons as a placekicker for the St. Louis Cardinals in the NFL. From 1978 to 1983 Bakken was vice president of the SNI Sports Network that carried Big Ten and Big Eight sporting events, U.S. Olympic hockey, St. Louis Cardinals baseball, and St. Louis Blues hockey. He served as athletic director at St. Louis University before returning to UW as associate athletic director for external relations and director of special events and fundraising. Bakken retired in 2003. He is a member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame and the Madison Sports Hall of Fame.

Bill Richards taught and coached a variety of boys and girls sports at Brodhead and Sheboygan North and served as Fox Valley Conference commissioner for thirty-four years. “My association with the Badgers and baseball has led to positive networking,” Richards said. “Very often, I’ll bump into people who helped in employment and friendships. It was very positive for me.”

Stan Wagner pitched for the Badgers in 1960 and 1962, having served in the Army National Guard at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, and Fort Sam Houston in Texas in 1961. He graduated in 1962 and worked for Boeing Aircraft in Seattle, Washington. Wagner returned to his native Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, after retirement.

Hugh Vernon “Pat” Richter earned a law degree in 1971 and practiced in Madison before joining Oscar Mayer Company and becoming a vice president of personnel. Richter served fifteen years as UW athletic director, retiring in 2004. Richter is a member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame and the Madison Sports Hall of Fame.

Luke Lamboley signed with the New York Yankees in 1963 but never played major league baseball. Lamboley played for minor league and semiprofessional baseball in the United States and Canada until age forty. He sold bacon, hot dogs, and pickles for Oscar Mayer for fifteen years and then received corporate training and moved to Hartford, Connecticut, to begin a twenty-eight-year career. Lamboley is now retired in Plainville, Connecticut.

Ron Krohn has umpired youth, high school, and adult recreational baseball games for four decades and served as president of the Big Eight Conference (high school) and the Dug Out Club, Inc., retiring from the one-time Wisconsin baseball booster club in 2013. In the business world, Krohn worked for ITT Financial for sixteen years and with the Wisconsin Department of Administration building program for twenty-five years.

John Kleinschmidt served six years in the Peace Corps and as a troop advisor in Vietnam before returning to Wisconsin as a physical education and adaptive physical education teacher and athletic coach in southeastern Wisconsin for

twenty-five years, mostly in Oconomowoc. He retired in 1999 and served ten years as a personal fitness trainer at Lake Country Sports and Racquet Club in Hartland, Wisconsin.

[image: Image: Ron Krohn, longtime Dugout Club president. (author photo)]

Dr. Mel Strand served in Vietnam (1969–70) as an anesthesiologist. A graduate of the University of Iowa medical school, he later completed a two-year anesthesiology residency at the University of Colorado and taught as an assistant clinical professor for four years before going into private practice in Denver from 1976 until he retired in 2004.

Dave Tymus taught and coached in Wisconsin school districts for thirty-five years and took Dynie Mansfield’s baseball fundamentals with him—covering first base, catching the ball with two hands, getting in front of the ball, waiting on the pitch, and hitting up the middle. Tymus was the head baseball coach and assistant football coach at Whitnall High School, assistant principal at East DePere, and principal at Luxemburg-Casco, Rice Lake, Necedah, and Reedsville. Tymus is retired and lives in Greenleaf, Wisconsin.

Rick Hense has a public speaking degree from the University of South Florida and has lived in Florida for more than forty-five years, working in sales. He coached his sons in Little League and youth basketball and has written children’s books based on his grandchildren’s experiences with him, including Absolutely unTrue Adventures of Chad, Ben, and Gramp.

Grant Beise has been a licensed private investigator in Minnesota since 2002. He taught physical education at St. Procopius outside of Naperville,

Illinois, for five years and then had a career as an FBI agent from 1971 to 2002, dealing with organized crime and drug trafficking. More recently, he has worked with the federal Drug Enforcement Agency in Minnesota helping to crack drug rings and investigate drug-related murders.

Dennis Sweeney bought the family business, Automatic Temperature Supply, in 1985 and merged it ten years later with Ferguson Enterprises, the largest plumbing and heating corporation in the nation and a large multinational firm. Sweeney is retired and lives in Middleton, Wisconsin.

Gary Pinnow played three years of minor league baseball in the San Francisco Giants chain. His teammates included former major leaguers George Foster and Steve Stone. Eventually, Pinnow chose family and a successful career as a Racine sales representative for Wisconsin Electric over professional baseball. Pinnow retired at age fifty-five and lives in Racine.

John Poser is a third-generation physician who began practicing reconstructive and cosmetic plastic surgery at Poser Plastic Surgery Center in Gainesville, Florida, in 1984. He completed his medical degree at Northwestern University in 1973 followed by residencies in Santa Barbara, California, Grosse Pointe, Michigan, and Boston University.

Lance Primis became president and chief operating officer of the New York Times Company in September 1992 after serving four years as its president and general manager. In 1997 Primis started Lance R. Primis & Partners LLC, a New Jersey–based marketing services and consulting firm. He is now lead director of Avalonbay Communities and lives in Naples, Florida.

Bruce Erickson coached high school baseball in Appleton for thirty years and is a member of the Wisconsin High School Baseball Coaches Association and the Old Time Ballplayers Association. He won four WIAA state baseball championships and twenty conference championships. Erickson sells licensed Nike sports apparel for Lids to minor league baseball teams.

R. D. Boschulte worked for twenty-eight years in Madison for M&I Banks (now Bank of Montreal), primarily as a senior vice president in commercial lending, and nine years as a vice president for American Family Insurance Company of Madison in their financial services division. He retired to Florida in 2008.

Tom Bennett is the winningest baseball coach in Madison prep history—391 victories in thirty years at James Madison Memorial High School (1978–2007). Bennett won two WIAA state baseball titles and coached future Badgers John Byce, Kevin Mayer, and Rob Andringa. Bennett taught math and coached football, basketball, and baseball as well as girls JV softball at Memorial. Bennett owns Bennett Realty in Madison.


[image: Image: Tom Bennett at the 2012 Madison Sports Hall of Fame banquet. (author photo)]

Mike Johnson taught and coached girls volleyball at R. O. Gibson Junior High School and baseball at Boulder City High School in Nevada in 1974–75. He returned home to Waupun, Wisconsin, where he taught physical education and coached baseball, football, and wrestling from 1976 to 1981. In 1983 Johnson became a recreation director at Fox Lake Correctional Institute. He later taught mathematics in Fond du Lac until retiring in 2007. In 2008 he became president of the Waupun city council.

Stu Voigt was a second-round draft choice of the Minnesota Vikings in 1970, just when Bud Grant was building the team that dominated the NFL Central Division for the next decade. Voigt was a radio analyst for the Minnesota Vikings and Wisconsin Badgers before entering the financial planning industry. He is a member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame and the Madison Sports Hall of Fame.

Jim Enlund started as a therapeutic recreation director at the Milwaukee Veterans Administration hospital and ran VMP at Manor Park, the largest not-for-profit senior health care company in Wisconsin, providing skilled nursing, independent living, and assisted living services for nearly a thousand residents on two campuses. He retired in 2015. Enlund is a member of the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame.

Greg O’Brien served seventeen seasons as head baseball coach at Edgewood High School in Madison. His teammate Tom Shipley, president of the high school, hired him. O’Brien averaged sixteen wins a season.


Greg Mahlberg signed with the Texas Rangers and made $500 a month playing in the rookie league. When ex-Iowa catcher Jim Sundberg got hurt Mahlberg was called up to the majors and played briefly for Texas in 1977 and 1978. In 1979 Mahlberg became a minor league pitching coach and managed in the Seattle Mariners and Chicago Cubs organizations before retiring at age sixty to Tucson, Arizona.

Daryl Fuchs played or coached Badger baseball for twenty-one seasons. He has worked for Westphal Electric as an estimator and BJ Electric Supply where he has sold electrical contracts. He hopes to retire in Arizona and coach baseball at a small college.

Rick Larsen completed his bachelor’s degree and worked in the athletic training program at Wisconsin, then earned a master’s degree from Syracuse in sports medicine in 1981. In 2016 he began his thirty-fifth year as an athletic trainer at Washington University in St. Louis, all but four of those years as head trainer. Larsen coached baseball there for five years and played on a senior league national champion in 2010.

Lee Bauman graduated with a business degree from the UW–Madison and worked for the Wisconsin Auto & Truck Dealers Association for more than thirty years, serving as vice president, lobbyist, and later as president of its health insurance company before retiring in 2010.

Dean Rennicke was director of community relations and vice president of sales for the Milwaukee Brewers and a sports account representative for the Journal Company, selling Brewers and Packers radio broadcasts. For the past few years he has been with Kapco, a metal parts manufacturer for engines and machines.

Jim Van Proosdy is vice president of sales for Virbac, a purveyor of animal health products for veterinarians and vet clinics based in Fort Worth, Texas. Previously, Van Proosdy worked for Bayer Animal Health.

Jeffrey Jordan has worked in landscaping installation, primarily in southeastern Wisconsin, for more than thirty years, eighteen years at Country Lakes Landscaping in Hartland.

Eugene “Pepi” Randolph is senior vice president of business development at Plunkett Raysich Architects LLP. Previously, Randolph served as investment advisor at Potawatomi, Inc., executive director of Forward, Wisconsin, and as a staff attorney for the Milwaukee Brewers.

Darrell Moore has sold for Pepsi-Cola and Proctor and Gamble and served as regional trade marketing manager for Philip Morris. In 2008 he became a regional manager for NetLab, which provided services to skilled nursing and assisted living residents. He later joined Group O, an information technology

marketing firm, as a national sales manager. He is now a regional sales manager for Animal Health Services in Laurel, Maryland.

Mike Hart became a physical education teacher in the Milwaukee area after his professional career ended. He taught mostly middle school students for twenty-five years in the Greenfield School District, retiring in 2013. Hart coached the Greenfield High School baseball team to three conference championships in six seasons and has served as a volunteer assistant coach at UW–Milwaukee. Hart became a member of the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame in 2013.

Mike Zimmerman taught elementary physical education in the Middleton–Cross Plains School District for thirty-six years, retiring in 2016. He was an assistant football, baseball, and golf coach and was head baseball coach at Middleton High School from 1992 to 2002.

Craig Zirbel amazed his teammates with his competitive sports talents. To date, he has bowled fifteen 300 games and carded three holes-in-one as an accomplished golfer. Zirbel has had a successful sales career, most recently as storage systems specialist at Mid-America Business Systems in Geneva, Illinois. Previously, he sold for Hellenbrand Water Center and Meffert Oil Co. in Middleton and coached the Waunakee Home Talent baseball team.

Monte Phillips played alongside both Z-men—Mike Zimmerman and Craig Zirbel—at second base, shortstop, and third base. Phillips is an assistant principal at Janesville’s Joseph A. Craig High School, where he has also taught and coached baseball.

Vince Schmidt is marketing director at Desert Winds Assisted Living in Peoria, Arizona, and is founder of the “Where Baseball Never Ends!” instructional clinic. He coached at St. Francis Xavier College in Joliet, Illinois, under hall of fame coach Gordon Gillespie and has broadcast Joliet Jackhammers games on radio. Schmidt owned an Allstate Insurance agency for sixteen years and worked for Liberty Mutual in Glendale, Arizona, from 2012 to 2014. Schmidt has started a “Bring Back Badger Baseball” group on Facebook.

Ken Mulry worked in construction after college and in 1997 completed city of Madison police academy training. Mulry has been on the force as a patrol officer on Madison’s west side for nearly twenty years, spending April through November on horseback as a patrol officer in downtown Madison and other neighborhoods.

Joe Scime has managed large sales organizations in the industrial and office product industries. President and CEO of Labsource, Inc., in Chicago since 2014, Scime was previously executive vice president of ZEP, a chemical manufacturing firm based in Atlanta.


Jim Barwick played summer baseball in his hometown of Hartland, Wisconsin, until age fifty-one. He has been a human resources professional since graduation and is now HR director at Dorner Manufacturing, Inc., in Hartland. He was inducted into the Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin Hall of Fame in 2015.

Mark Doran owns Diamond Sports Academy, where athletes train and prepare for Olympic and intercollegiate competition in baseball and softball. Doran consulted for the 2004 Olympics and taught training regimens and practice routines to American, Canadian, Greek, and Italian athletes.

Tim Sager has coached middle school and high school hockey for more than thirty years, most recently in White Bear Lake, Minnesota, where he also teaches physical education and health.

Scott Sabo pitched for the Class A Madison Muskies and the Cleveland Indians’ AA club in Waterbury, Connecticut, before serving as Badger pitching coach from 1988 to 1991. For more than twenty years, Sabo has worked in the tissue bank industry educating health care providers on the value of tissue donations used in a variety of surgical procedures, including skin and bone grafts, knee and rotator cuff repairs, mastectomies, heart valve replacements, and bypass procedures. Since 2013 Sabo has been a managing member of Bear Medical, LLC, a health and allied services company in Waunakee, Wisconsin.

Tim Eichorst is owner and president of Rush Media Company, a youth sports video production company based in Waunakee, Wisconsin, specializing in the filming, editing, and production of sporting events. From 2001 to 2012 Eichorst was owner and president of When We Were Young Productions, which sold high school sporting events for television and internet distribution in more than thirty states. Before that, Eichorst spent eighteen years as a computer software sales representative and manager for Memorex and Great Plains Software.

Joe Armentrout finished his UW degree and entered the real estate business when his NFL career ended. Armentrout joined a group that bought income properties near the UW–Madison campus. After two years at Simon and Voss and five years at Midland Builders, Armentrout has built Pinnacle LLC into a successful real estate business.

Brian Wegner majored in cartography. His career has taken him to the multinational Dutch-owned Fugro Earth Data as an operations manager. Now in a digital field, Wegner oversees the entire business in Maryland and Rapid City, South Dakota.

Scott Cepicky lives in Culleoka, Tennessee, and is a senior vice president of mortgage banking for Regions Bank in Nashville. Always interested in helping people, from giving new home buyers the keys to a house to providing assistance

to senior citizens, Cepicky is the chairperson of the Maury County Republican Party and has served as the Maury County commissioner. His family owns Clover Valley Cattle Company, which specializes in quality bred black angus heifers.

[image: Image: Coach Steve Land (left) and Joe Armentrout served as Dugout Club directors. (author photo)]

Mike Barker has had a successful business career helping people have fun. In the mid-1990s, Barker and some Oconomowoc associates turned the SuperGripBall Velcro paddle ball game into the number one toy product in the country. The story made People magazine and the CBS Morning News. In 2003 Barker developed Dressed to Chill foam and plastic containers for cold beverages. In 2009 he became national sales director for Wet Products, Inc., marketing more than nine hundred beach products, from toys and games to beach chairs and sun care applications. He is now vice president of sales and marketing for Sola Products in San Clemente, California.

Mike Noelke played two seasons of minor league baseball in the New York Mets organization, then became a claims representative for State Farm Insurance in Madison. After ten years, Noelke transferred to the La Crosse area and had his own agency for twelve years. In 2014 he retired from the insurance business and joined the coaching staff at his alma mater, La Crosse Aquinas High School.


Tim Roman finished his double major in math and economics in 1988 and took the vacant head coaching job at Wisconsin Heights, leading the undefeated Vanguards to the 1989 Class B baseball championship. Roman was a banker in Eau Claire before returning to his hometown and joining his father at Roman & Roman Associates, LLC, a money management and insurance company.

Eric Liebenstein sold for American Family Insurance in Rockton, Illinois, worked for the Peterbilt trucking firm, then got into land sales, which led to his purchase in 2003 of the Sayner Pub in Vilas County, where Liebenstein has welcomed visitors that have included his former coach Steve Land.

Mike Larson travels around the world searching for major league talent. He spends half his time scouting Minnesota, Wisconsin, and the Dakotas, the other half in Australia, South America, and Europe. He has remained in his hometown of Waseca, Minnesota, with his wife and family.

Scott Fuller had a brief minor league career, which he left voluntarily at age twenty-four. Since 2002 Fuller has been senior vice president and employee benefits practice group leader for Associated Benefits and Risk Consulting, a division of Associated Bank in Waukesha, Wisconsin.

Lance Painter had a twelve-year major league career as a left-handed starter and reliever, throwing harder after surgery to repair a torn labrum. In 2001 Painter told Brewers manager Davey Lopes that he could not pitch anymore. After serving more than ten years as a minor league pitching instructor, Painter became the pitching coach for the Class AAA Tacoma Rainiers in the Seattle Mariners organization.

Tom Fischer pitched five minor league seasons before he lost velocity on his fastball and suffered arm stiffness. He came back in 1996 and won six of his last seven decisions with the Madison Black Wolf of the Northern League. Fischer has owned a landscaping company and a bar-restaurant-bowling alley, and since 2001 he has worked in construction for commercial clients. He has also coached baseball at his alma mater, Kettle Moraine Lutheran.

Paul Quantrill joined Tom Fischer on the Class AA New Britain Red Sox in 1990. “We were good friends,” Quantrill said. “He was a crazy lefty but he was a mentor to me.” Quantrill pitched fourteen major league seasons and from 2001 through 2004 led both leagues in appearances. He is now a senior advisor for the Toronto Blue Jays.

Craig Brown earned a bachelor’s degree at Wisconsin, then completed law school at DePaul University in Chicago and prosecuted criminal cases for five years before becoming a personal injury attorney for the Meyers and Flowers law firm. Most of his cases deal with injuries from medical malpractice, defective medical equipment, serious highway accidents, and catastrophic injuries.

In 2015 Brown received the Robert “Red” Wilson Award from the Dugout Club in recognition of his character and service.

John Byce played ten years of professional hockey in the NHL and minor leagues, finishing his career in London, England. Since 2010 Byce has been a senior manager of corporate real estate for RBC Wealth Management of the World Bank of Canada.

Jim Wilson became the first baseball coach at Edgewood College, where he also coached golf. A club team the first year, Edgewood joined the Lake Michigan Conference in 1991. Wilson has taught physical education at Falk Elementary School in the Madison Metropolitan School District and served as an assistant baseball coach at West High School under Tim Goldsworthy.

Dennis Campion is vice president of Rock Valley Textiles, a Janesville, Wisconsin, company that makes fabric for paint rollers sold to manufacturers of household and commercial paint products.

Tom O’Neill played two-and-a-half seasons in the San Francisco Giants system and one season in the Texas-Louisiana independent league. For many years, O’Neill has owned and operated RTM Landscaping and Lawn Care in Tinley Park, Illinois. He and his two brothers are partners who have followed in the footsteps of their father, former Big Ten official Tom O’Neill Sr. They officiate college basketball games in the winter months.

Tom Vilet played three years of minor league baseball for $1,000 a month plus $15 meal money. He returned to finish his degree at UW–Madison in real estate and management. Vilet and his father owned seven Taco Bell franchises before moving full-time into condominium rentals and commercial real estate.

Ross Kopfer decided to finish his UW education instead of transferring to another baseball school. Kopfer has been a managing director at the Robert W. Baird & Co. offices in Milwaukee since 1993.

Mark Hamilton graduated from the UW Law School in 1994 and became an agent for major league baseball players such as Jose Canseco, Barry Bonds, and Mark McGwire. Hamilton and his wife, Suzy Favor-Hamilton, got into the real estate business. He has sold properties for First Weber in Madison since 2005 and continues to practice law. The Hamiltons now live in Manhattan Beach, California. Mark returns to Madison regularly on business.

Mark Flanagan played at UW–Milwaukee after Wisconsin dropped baseball. He lives in Port Washington and works as an information technology logistics business analyst for Kohl’s.

Joe Wagner pitched two seasons at Central Florida and was the Milwaukee Brewers’ number-one draft choice in the 1993 amateur free agent draft. He pitched five minor league seasons and compiled a 39–34 record.


Where Are They Now? The Coaches

Arthur “Dynie” Mansfield could have been a major league baseball player or an NFL official, but his heart of gold kept him at Wisconsin from 1934 to 1970, first as freshman and later head baseball coach and 150-lb. football coach (1947–48). Mansfield officiated high school and in-state college basketball games and served on the Madison Board of Education from 1957 to 1969. After retirement, Mansfield worked at Bowman Dairy in Madison and continued to enjoy vacationing in Wisconsin’s Northwoods. While at his cabin in Vilas County, Mansfield died on June 10, 1985. He is enshrined in the UW Athletic Hall of Fame (1998) and the Madison Sports Hall of Fame (1972).

Fred “Fritz” Wegner, Mansfield’s assistant coach from 1940 to 1970, taught physical education and law at UW–Madison during a forty-five-year career that also saw him serve as assistant basketball coach under “Bud” Foster (1937–59). Wegner played both sports at Wisconsin and earned six letters, then played professionally for the Oshkosh All-Stars of the National Basketball League in 1936–37. He also ran the city of Madison youth baseball program for sixteen summers. In 1961 he became director of UW recreational facilities. Wegner retired as a full professor at the UW Law School in 1982 and is a member of the UW Athletic Hall of Fame (2000) and Madison Sports Hall of Fame (1990). He passed away in 2006.

Tom Meyer celebrated fifty years of coaching in 2014. Since 1983 Meyer has coached mostly in his native Milwaukee area at Riverside and Shorewood High School. He also started a baseball program at Eastbrook Academy in 2012. Meyer taught high school math at Riverside and Milwaukee’s Bradley Tech High School and has been involved in Christian missions and education. Since 2002 Meyer has served as assistant pastor at Eastbrook Church in Milwaukee.

Steve Land continued to teach math at Madison West High School after his eight-season tenure as Wisconsin baseball coach ended with the 1991 season. Land has been a board member of the Dugout Club and has continued to support all levels of baseball in southern Wisconsin. Land is retired and lives in the Madison area.

The Dugout Club, Inc.

In the fall of 1970 Milo Flaten asked new coach Tom Meyer, “Is there anything I can do to help?” In answer to the question, Flaten and a group of local business people started the Dugout Club. Charter members included the late Skip Zach, a former Badger and the original owner of the Avenue Bar in Madison; Al

Falk, a local high school official; Madison realtor Andy Devine; and Cuba Club restaurant owner Charles Young. With baseball parents added to the roster at Meyer’s request, membership grew to more than two hundred.

[image: Image: Milo Flaten at the 2013 Dugout Club banquet. (author photo)]

In the 1970s and 1980s, the Dugout Club hosted Badger-Brewer banquets at Madison’s Great Hall with half of the hall decorated in red and white and the other half in blue and gold. Donors could become members of the Benchwarmer’s club if they contributed $250 or more. The board of directors has included former UW players Lloyd “Snitz” Schneider, Ron Nieman, Ron Krohn, Tom Bennett, Tom Johnson, Bob Jeffers, Tim Eichorst, and Joe Armentrout, among others. Banquet guests have included former Milwaukee Braves shortstop Johnny Logan and Brewers radio announcers Bob Uecker and Pat Hughes.

Today the Dugout Club, a 501(c)(3) organization, holds its annual banquet at the Marriott Madison West and raises funds to support area intercollegiate, high school, and youth baseball programs. Since 1992 the club has raised $367,000. In 2015 they donated $20,000 to twenty-two baseball organizations. The annual winter banquet draws hundreds of guests, all of whom buy tables or individual tickets. In 2015 the new Brewers general manager David Stearns was the guest speaker. Every year the Dugout Club presents the Gus Burwell Distinguished Service Award to someone who “embodies the spirit of helping

grow the sport of baseball in the Madison area through things like coaching, sponsorship, and participation.” Past winners mentioned in this book include “Skip” Zach (2001), “Red” Wilson (2003), Milo Flaten (2005), Tom Bennett (2008), Ron Krohn (2009), Todd Becker (2011), and Jim Wilson (2013).

A Memorial to Milo

Milo Flaten was a longtime Madison attorney and former Common Council member who fought in the Battle of the Bulge and on Omaha Beach during World War II; he retired as a full colonel in the U.S. Army Reserves. To the Wisconsin baseball community he was the all-time Badger fan and founder of the Dugout Club. Flaten rarely missed a Wisconsin baseball game and accompanied the team on spring trips all over the country. In 1947 and 1948 he was a seldom-used Badger pitcher. Recalling a rare start, Coach Mansfield told him, “You walk one guy and I’m taking you out.” He walked the first batter, but Mansfield stayed in the dugout, tapping a clipboard with a pen. Flaten went into a big windup, and the runner broke for second. “He was probably almost to second by the time I let go of the ball,” Flaten recalled. The batter hit the ball to Gene Evans, who made the grab in short left field and threw to first base for a double play.

Flaten was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1943 at the age of eighteen after his graduation from Shorewood High School and a one-month deferment. His mother gave him twenty-five cents carfare, and he was off to Camp Grant in Illinois. Flaten’s induction was on June 6, 1943, one year before the Battle of the Bulge, in which he participated with the 116th Infantry. Before he was discharged on January 16, 1946, Flaten was wounded eight times with artillery fire and received a Purple Heart for surviving a hand grenade toss into a foxhole.

Commissioned as a second lieutenant, Flaten suffered a shrapnel wound to the head in a skirmish at Pork Chop Hill in Korea. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 1953 and continued to serve in the Army Reserves as a colonel while practicing law in Madison. In the 1960s, he assisted the solicitor general in administering the military draft.

Flaten met Ted Williams, the Hall of Fame Red Sox outfielder, while Williams was a competitive swimmer at Minneapolis West High School in 1938. Flaten saw Williams play left field for the Minneapolis Millers at Nicollet Park, and they met in the King Cole Hotel where the team held swim meets and where Williams lived during the baseball season. As Flaten and his friends got to know Williams, he took them pheasant hunting to Princeton, Minnesota. Years later, they reconnected at a Red Sox game. Flaten recalled, “He recognized

me, climbed over the fence, walked on the cement floor with his cleats, and shook my hand.”

In 2013, while still serving on the Dugout Club board of directors, Flaten attended the club’s annual banquet the same day he was discharged from the hospital after treatment for a heart condition. He passed away two months later.

The Barn

Some of the baseball awards banquets during Steve Land’s tenure were held in what became known as “The Barn”—a building on Jim Kalscheur’s farm located in the rural village of Pine Bluff, west of Madison. Kalscheur hosted the events for the UW coaches, players, their wives, significant others, and some parents. They feasted on steaks that Kalscheur donated from UW Provision Company of Middleton, which he has owned since 1958 (in 2009 Jim’s son, Steve, took over the company). “What a wonderful bunch of guys,” Jim recalled in 2014. “They were a closely knit group.” The end-of-season affair typically drew eighty to ninety people. In 2013 the Dugout Club named Kalscheur its Favorite Son.

Kalscheur grew up playing baseball in Mount Horeb and weighed seventy-seven pounds when he played his first high school game. In eight plate appearances, he had a double, three singles, and four walks. “I batted a thousand and they put it in the paper.” A few years after UW baseball ended, Kalscheur opened the Barn for a reunion of UW, Home Talent, and Industrial League players. For fifteen years, Kalscheur held an annual fundraiser at the Barn to support nonincome UW sports. Boosters sold $100 tickets and Kalscheur furnished the steaks and beverages. The events raised a total of nearly $6 million. Kalscheur has also opened the Barn to the annual Mendota Gridiron Club meeting, raising between $6,000 and $8,000 each year for the football program. When the five sports cut from the athletic budget were given a chance to raise endowment funds, Kalscheur offered to donate $20,000 but “Nobody else came to bat.” Kalscheur would like to see varsity baseball return. “I’d help them in any way that I could,” he said. “It’s a good game, it’s America’s game. It’s too bad we lost it.”

Extra Innings

The University of Wisconsin has not had Division I baseball since 1991. While writing this book, I met students and others who were not even aware of that

situation. Some vaguely recall Title IX, the small crowds, and windy spring days at Guy Lowman Field, but they know little about Wisconsin baseball’s heritage. This book, A History of Badger Baseball: The Rise and Fall of America’s Pastime at the University of Wisconsin, attempts to educate readers about Wisconsin’s first intercollegiate sport, once the biggest game in town, when students celebrated championships like Rose Bowl victories. The 1909 trip to Japan was a first in Wisconsin athletics and international relations. Multisport athletes played baseball and other sports in the same academic year, earning letters and academic honors. Ballplayers won games, fought wars, started businesses, and had successful careers as teachers and coaches. A select few enjoyed long and profitable major league careers or played minor league or semiprofessional baseball.

[image: Image: Jim Kalscheur (third from right) makes a donation to UW athletics at a 1998 football game. (Jim Kalscheur collection)]

The players have talked about the enjoyment and challenges of Wisconsin baseball, which is itself the history of Wisconsin athletics—the organization of leagues, the intense rivalries, and the battles to preserve amateur standing but still produce competitive teams within an evolving landscape of finances and regulations.

The Badger spirit that inspired this book guided the program for more than a century and still exists; baseball advocates are today working for its return. Former players believe donors could endow a nationally competitive program

with all the amenities—a multimillion-dollar undertaking that would require planning, organization, and major funding to sustain new programs and gender equity. It certainly deserves consideration—in the spirit of Badger baseball.







Appendix 1. Wisconsin Baseball Records

Career Batting

Games—206, Brian Wegner

At-bats—622, Jim Barwick

Batting Average—.394, Rick Reichardt

Runs—157, Mike Barker

Hits—217, Scott Cepicky

Doubles—51, Joe Scime

Triples—12, Duane Gustavson

Home Runs—38, Scott Cepicky

Runs Batted In—168, Scott Cepicky

Stolen Bases—58, Tom O’Neill

Single-Season Batting

Games—57, Brian Wegner (1986)

At-bats—193, Joe Armentrout (1985)

Batting Average—.443, Rick Reichardt (1964)

Runs—61, Joe Armentrout (1985)

Hits—82, Mike Barker (1987)

Doubles—19, Mike Barker (1987)

Triples—9, Harvey Kuenn (1952)

Home Runs—15, Scott Cepicky (1988)

Runs Batted In—59, Tim Eichorst (1985)

Stolen Bases—31, Darrell Moore (1981)

Total Bases—125, Mike Barker (1987)

Single-Game Batting

At-bats—8, Howard Radder, Bill Morrisey, Bob Smith (1940)

Runs—6, Robert “Red” Wilson (1949)


Hits—5, Bob Schilling (1940, twice); Robert “Red” Wilson, Gene Evans, Paul Furseth, Bob Shea (1949); Mel Gaestel, Ron Locklin, Jim Temp (1954); Bill Rubin (1955); Kirk Magee (1980); Mike Barker (1987)

Doubles—3, Rhinert Tadych (1949); Steve Bennett (1976); Bill Czaplewski (1984); Mike Noelke (1986); Mike Barker (1987)

Triples—3, John DeMerit (1957)

Home Runs—3, Mike Noelke (1987)

Runs Batted In—9, Bobby Poser (1931)

Runs Batted In (one inning)—7, John Byce (1989)

Stolen Bases—5, Mike Hatch (1982)

Total Bases—15, Mike Noelke (1987)

Big Ten .400 Hitters (since 1946)

Frank Granitz—.463 (1946)

Bob Shea—.410 (1949)

Harvey Kuenn—.444 (1952)

Rick Reichardt—.429 (1963)

Rick Reichardt—.472 (1964)

Joe Romary—.400 (1965)

Geoff Baillie—.400 (1968)

Mike Johnson—.415 (1970)

Tom Shipley—.446 (1973)

Career Pitching

Games—61, Bob Mathews

Complete Games—23, Ron Krohn

Starts—37, Steve Marsden and Tom Fischer

Wins—21, Andy Otting

Earned Run Average—2.23, John Nelsen

Strikeouts—219, Tom Fischer

Innings—228, Ron Krohn

Single-Season Pitching

Games—23, Todd Borchardt (1989)

Complete Games—11, Paul Quantrill (1989)

Starts—13, Tom Fischer (1987, 1988); Lance Painter and Darin Blang (1990)


Wins—11, Thornton Kipper (1950)

Earned Run Average—1.52, John Nelsen (1975)

Fewest Earned Runs (50+ innings)—11, Ron Krohn (1962), Alan Clark (1976)

Fewest Hits (50+ innings)—29, Scott Sabo (1982)

Strikeouts—135, Jim Lawrence (1948)

Most Strikeouts (single game)—19, Bill Richards (9 innings, April 15, 1960); 19, Tom Fischer (7 innings, May 6, 1988)

No-Hitters

John Saxer (April 11, 1941 v. DeKalb Teachers)

George Schmid (April 18, 1958 v. Glenview NAS—perfect game)

Ron Krohn (April 7, 1962 v. Northern Illinois)

Jim Van Proosdy (April 9, 1978 v. UW–Whitewater)

Bob Eckl (April 17, 1985 v. Concordia)

One-Hitters

Jim Lawrence (May 23, 1946 v. Minnesota)

Hal Raether (April 9, 1954 v. Washington University)

Jim O’Toole (April 13, 1957 v. Great Lakes NAS)

Bill Richards (April 13, 1958 v. Maxwell AFB)

Martin Stillman (April 19, 1960 v. Illinois Normal)

Ron Krohn (April 14, 1962 v. North Dakota)

Dave Tymus (April 10, 1964 v. Illinois Wesleyan)

Mike Nickels (May 3, 1968 v. Iowa)

Tom Rodel (April 19, 1972 v. Loras College)

Scott Mackey (April 15, 1975 v. Lawrence University)

Jon Dzurak (April 17, 1978 v. UW–Platteville)

Scott Sabo (May 2, 1982 v. Iowa)

Eric Liebenstein (March 22, 1985 v. Stetson)

Scott Fuller (April 8, 1987 v. UW–LaCrosse)

Mark Hamilton (May 7, 1989 v. Minnesota)







Appendix 2. Wisconsin All-Americans and All-Big Ten Selections

Wisconsin Baseball All-Americans

Thornton Kipper, 1950 (Second Team)

Robert “Red” Wilson, 1950 (Third Team)

Harvey Kuenn, 1952 (First Team)

Ron Nieman, 1958 (First Team)

Rick Reichardt, 1964 (First Team)

Wisconsin Baseball First Team All-Big Ten Selections

Robert Shea, 1949

Robert “Red” Wilson, 1949, 1950

Thornton Kipper, 1950

Ron Unke, 1953

Mel Gaestel, 1954

Carlyle Wagner, 1955

Jim Schultz, 1955

John DeMerit, 1956, 1957

Ron Nieman, 1958

Pat Richter, 1963

Rick Reichardt, 1964

Joe Romary, 1965

Lance Tobert, 1965

Harlan Krafft, 1966

Ed Chartraw, 1967

Tom Schinke, 1968

R. D. Boschulte, 1968

Bruce Erickson, 1970

Mike Johnson, 1970


Tom Shipley, 1973

Steve Bennett, 1974, 1975

Lee Bauman, 1975

Duane Gustavson, 1975

Jim Van Proosdy, 1978

Craig Zirbel, 1980

Joe Scime, 1983

Mike Verkuilen, 1983

Joe Armentrout, 1984, 1985

Brian Wegner, 1984

Mike Barker, 1987

John Byce, 1987

Scott Cepicky, 1988, 1989

Tom O’Neill, 1991

Sources: Big Ten Records Book 2015–16 (http://www.bigten.org/sports/m-basebl/archive /); Wisconsin Baseball 1988 Media Guide; “Final Wisconsin Baseball Statistics,” Wisconsin Baseball 1989 Media Guide.







Appendix 3. Wisconsin Badgers in the Major Leagues

George Davies* (Pitcher): Milwaukee Brewers (1891); Cleveland Spiders (1892); New York Giants (1893)

Frank “Pop” Dillon (First Base): Pittsburgh Pirates (1899–1900); Detroit Tigers (1901); Baltimore Orioles (1902)

Berthold “Pete” Husting (Pitcher): Pittsburgh Pirates (1900); Milwaukee Brewers (1901); Boston Americans, Philadelphia Athletics (1902)

Clay Perry (Third Base): Detroit Tigers (1908)

Fred Liese (Pinch Hitter): Boston Doves (1910)

Bob Allen** (Alvah “Rowdy” Elliott) (Outfield): Philadelphia Athletics (1919)

John “Bobby” Poser (Pitcher): Chicago White Sox (1932); St. Louis Browns (1935)

Johnny Gerlach (Shortstop): Chicago White Sox (1938–39)

John Sullivan (Infield): Washington Senators (1942–44, 1947–48); St. Louis Browns (1949)

Cyril “Cy” Buker (Pitcher): Brooklyn Dodgers (1945)

Lyman Linde (Pitcher): Cleveland Indians (1948)

Robert “Red” Wilson (Catcher): Chicago White Sox (1951–54); Detroit Tigers (1954–59), Cleveland Indians (1960)

Harvey Kuenn (Shortstop/Outfield): Detroit Tigers (1952–59); Cleveland Indians (1960); San Francisco Giants (1961–64); Chicago Cubs; Philadelphia Phillies (1965–66)

Thornton Kipper (Pitcher): Philadelphia Phillies (1953–55)

Harold “Hal” Raether (Pitcher): Philadelphia Athletics (1954); Kansas City Athletics (1957)

Stu Locklin (Outfield): Cleveland Indians (1955–56)

John DeMerit (Outfield): Milwaukee Braves (1957–58, 1961); New York Mets (1962)

Frederick “Rick” Reichardt (Outfield): California Angels (1964–70); Washington Senators (1970); Chicago White Sox (1971–73); Kansas City Royals (1973–74)

Vern Geishert (Pitcher): California Angels (1969)

Greg Mahlberg (Catcher): Texas Rangers (1978–79)


Mike Hart (Outfield): Minnesota Twins (1984); Baltimore Orioles (1987)

Paul Quantrill (Pitcher): Boston Red Sox (1992–94); Philadelphia Phillies (1994–95); Toronto Blue Jays (1996–2001); Los Angeles Dodgers (2002–3); New York Yankees (2004–5); San Diego Padres (2005); Florida Marlins (2005)

Lance Painter (Pitcher): Colorado Rockies (1993–96); St. Louis Cardinals (1997–99); Toronto Blue Jays (2000–2001); Milwaukee Brewers (2001); St. Louis Cardinals (2003)

Rodney Myers (Pitcher): Chicago Cubs (1996, 1998–99); San Diego Padres (2000–2002); Los Angeles Dodgers (2003–4)

* George Davies pitched on interclass teams in the spring and professional teams in the summer.

** Alvah “Rowdy” Elliott played under the name of Bob Allen.

Sources: “Major League Players Who Attended University of Wisconsin at Madison,” http://www.thebaseballnexus.com/college/wisconsin (accessed March 11, 2014); The Baseball Encyclopedia: The Complete and Official Record of Major League Baseball, 10th edition (New York: Macmillan, 1996).







Appendix 4. Wisconsin Badgers in the Amateur Free Agent Draft

Rick Hense (Outfielder): Washington Senators (1965, 11th)

Vern Geishert (Pitcher): California Angels (1966, 2nd)

Carlos Evans (Catcher): Detroit Tigers (1966, 2nd)

Gary Pinnow (Outfielder): San Francisco Giants (1967, 22nd)

James Enlund* (Pitcher): Minnesota Twins (1967, 22nd)

Daryl Fuchs* (Catcher): Oakland Athletics (1970, 13th)

R. D. Boschulte (Second Base): Washington Senators (1970, 38th)

Lon Galli (Pitcher): Minnesota Twins (1971, 28th)

Dan Domski (Pitcher): Washington Senators (1971, 31st)

Scott Mackey (Pitcher): Montreal Expos (1972, 21st)

Duane Gustavson (Catcher): Chicago Cubs (1976, 10th)

Frank Shellenback* (Catcher): Kansas City Royals (1975, 16th)

Alan Clark (Pitcher): Los Angeles Dodgers (1975, 33rd)

Jeffrey Jordan* (Pitcher): Los Angeles Dodgers (1977, 33rd)

Pat Seegers (Outfielder): Milwaukee Brewers (1978, 26th)

Michael Hart (Outfielder): Seattle Mariners (1979, 13th)

Steve Marsden (Pitcher): Los Angeles Dodgers (1980, 9th)

Dean Rennicke (Pitcher): Los Angeles Dodgers (1981, 14th)

Scott Sabo (Pitcher): Minnesota Twins (1982, 12th)

Mark Doran (Outfielder): California Angels (1983, 1st)

Mike Verkuilen (Outfielder): Minnesota Twins (1983, 8th)

Paul Quantrill* (Pitcher): Los Angeles Dodgers (1986, 26th)

Paul Quantrill (Pitcher): Boston Red Sox (1989, 6th)

Tom Fischer (Pitcher): Boston Red Sox (1988, 1st)

Scott Cepicky (Outfielder): Chicago White Sox (1989, 23rd)

Lance Painter (Pitcher): San Diego Padres (1990, 25th)

Joe Wagner* (Pitcher): Los Angeles Dodgers (1990, 56th)


Joe Wagner** (Pitcher): Milwaukee Brewers (1993, C)

Jason Schlutt** (Pitcher): San Diego Padres (1993, 7th)

* Drafted out of high school

** Drafted after transfer from UW to Central Florida

Other Badgers in the pros signed as undrafted free agents.

Source: http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/history/draft/draft.jsp#.







Appendix 5. Wisconsin Badgers Baseball Coaches
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Leland, Frank, 17

Leland Giants, 17

Lenahan, Ray, 73, 76

Lesniak, Jim, 99, 103

Leve, Floyd, 69, 71

Lewis, Gordon “Slim,” 34, 36, 256

Leyland, Jim, 177

Library Hall, 13, 21

Liddle, Earl, 36

Liebenstein, Eric, 182–84, 189–91, 212, 239, 249

Liese, Fred, 252

Linde, Lyman, 252

Lindstrom, Fred, 144

Litwhiler, Danny, 91

Locklin, Ron, 89, 92, 248

Locklin, Stu, 68, 70, 252

Logan, Johnny, 242

Lombardi, Vince, 118

Look, 103

Lopes, Davey, 239

Los Angeles Dodgers, 159, 166, 172–73, 187, 189, 253–54

Louisiana State University, 163

Louisiana State University–New Orleans, 196

Louisiana trip, 153–54, 163

Lowe, Charles B. “Chick,” 62–65, 67, 71–72, 219, 225; image of, 72

Lowe, Jack E., 62

Lowman, Guy S., 40–41, 43–48, 50–51, 256; image of, 42

Loyola Marymount University, 201

Lucadello, Johnny, 60

Lund, Don, 112, 114

Lupinski, Oswald, 26–27, 29–30, 32

Lusby, Ernie, 48


Lutz, Art, 137

Lyon, Bill, 106

Mack, Connie. See McGillicuddy, Cornelius Alexander “Connie Mack”

Mackey, Scott, 149–56, 249

Maddox, Elliot, 133

Maddux, Greg, 135

Madison Blues, 44, 49, 52, 61–62

Madison College, 215

Madison Democrat, 17, 24, 32–33, 209

Madison Mallards, 216–17

Madison Sports Hall of Fame, 123, 225–26, 230–31, 234, 241

Magee, Kirk “Geese,” 159, 163, 170, 248

Maher, Charles H., 82

Mahlberg, Greg, 139–41, 146–47, 235, 252; image of, 139

Mahoney, Gary, 151

Mahoney, John, 160

Major League Baseball, 252–53. See also individual players

Mallatt, Bill, 103, 106

Mansfield, Arthur “Dynie,” 46–145, 153, 218, 225, 232, 256; coach, 241; images of, 47, 68, 90, 101, 142

Mansfield, Billy, 87–89

Mansfield, Ruth, 66, 143

Mansfield Stadium, 153, 161, 215

Mantle, Mickey, 100, 105

Marik, Frank, 106

Maroons. See Chicago, University of

Marquette University, 36, 128, 215

Marriott, John, 53

Marsden, Steve, 159–61, 169, 172–73, 248

Marshall, Bill, 108

Marvin, Lee, 122

Mathews, Adelbert Richard “Dell,” 14–17

Mathews, Bob, 181, 248

Matsuoka, Masao, 25, 31

Matthusen, Carl, 49

Maybury, James H., 12

Mays, Carl, 42

Mays, Willie, 123

McBride, Ron, 186

McBridge, Mark, 166

McCarthy, Charles, 24–25, 27, 29, 31–32, 40, 256

McClain, Dave, 173, 179, 186–87

McClain Center, 195, 208, 216. See also Camp Randall

McCormick, Henry J., 48, 54

McCormick, Monte, 74, 78, 100

McCormick, Pat, 92

McElroy, Dr. Robert McNutt, 40

McEvilly, Mike, 135–37, 140, 142, 145

McGillicuddy, Cornelius Alexander “Connie Mack,” 14–15, 88, 219

McGovern, Francis, 32

McGraw, John, 144

McGwire, Mark, 240

McHale, John, 121

McKeon, Brian, 191

McKeon, Jack, 102

McLane, Drayton, 220

McReynolds, Dale, 189

McReynolds, Kevin, 171

Meanwell, Walter E., 33, 46, 51–52

Meloy, Vincent J., 63

Memphis Naval Air Station, 83

Memphis State, University of, 81

Mendotas, 4, 215

Merlet, Jim, 116

Messersmith, Andy, 171

Messmer, John, 23–24

Metzler, A. B., 12

Meyer, Tom, 136, 143–45, 149–55, 161, 165–66, 170–79, 241, 256; image of, 148

Michigan, University of: forfeit to, 71–72; losses to, 11–14, 19, 22, 42–48, 50–54, 63–64, 66, 71–72, 75–77, 83–84, 86–88, 92, 94, 96, 100, 103, 107–8, 111–13, 115, 118, 124, 129, 137, 140, 148–49, 155, 159, 164, 166–67, 170, 185, 192, 202; victories over, 12, 14–15, 18, 42–45, 52–53, 63, 76, 81–84, 88, 103, 107, 112–15, 118, 140, 148, 155, 159, 192, 194, 196–97

Michigan State University: losses to, 111, 134, 152, 159, 166, 202; tie with, 134; victories over, 53–54, 59, 87, 108, 113, 124, 131, 148, 159, 170


military-service teams, 60, 63, 161

Miller, Russ, 45

Miller, Stu, 101

Milwaukee Braves, 54, 94, 100–102, 104–5, 107–8, 121, 143, 229, 235, 242, 252

Milwaukee Brewers, 13–14, 40, 59, 85, 116, 149, 151, 156, 171, 176, 188, 216, 239–42, 252–55

Milwaukee Sentinel, 46, 144, 161, 187

Minneapolis. See Minnesota, University of

Minnesota, University of: losses to, 50, 52, 62, 100, 103, 122, 131, 137, 151, 170, 172, 176, 181, 184, 186, 188, 194, 198, 202, 209; victories over, 24, 33, 51, 53, 56, 70, 77, 83, 85, 87, 92, 110, 118, 132, 137, 145, 149, 160, 166, 174, 181, 193, 196

Minnesota Twins, 253–54

minor leagues, 44–46, 71, 85–92, 105, 108–9, 118, 126, 140, 176, 230–40, 245. See also classes

Mississippi, University of, 44, 46

Missouri, University of, 34, 40–41

Mize, Johnny “Big Cat,” 60

Molitor, Paul, 154, 219

Moll, John “Keckie,” 34–35; image of, 34

Monday, Rick, 171

Montgomery, C. S., 4

Moon, Herbert, 37

Moore, Darrell, 153, 163–64, 170, 172–73, 235, 247

Moore, Rick, 152

Mooshil, Joe, 95

Morenz, Paul, 121, 124, 128–29; image of, 130

Moriarty, George, 99, 106

Morissey, Bill, 55

Morrall, Earl, 96

Morrill, Hal, 75

Morris, Hal, 185

Morrisey, Bill, 247, 256

Morrow, Archie, 225

Morton, Don, 200

Muckelstone, Milo, 18

Mueller, Dwight, 151

Mueller, Russ, 106–9, 177, 230; image of, 230

Mullen, John, 100

Mulry, Ken, 159–61, 169–71, 218, 236

multisport athletes, 3, 22–23, 34, 36, 46, 48, 57, 68, 120, 126, 148, 245. See also individual players

Munger, Bert, 10

Murray State University, 132

MVP honors. See individual players

Myers, Rodney, 196, 201, 253

Nash, Charles “Peck,” 24, 29, 32

National Basketball League, 241

National Club Baseball Association, 214

National Football League, 44, 96, 187, 230–31, 234, 237

National Hockey League, 199, 240

National Intercollegiate Baseball Hall of Fame, 119, 123

Nau, Al, 113–15, 122, 165

NCAA: basketball championship of, 67; championship of, 115, 122, 174, 199, 221; District IV, 73, 84, 92, 103, 115, 133; gender equity and, 213, 221; hockey championship of, 181; record book of, 192; rules of, 84; standards of, 214; tournament of, 70, 163, 166, 222–23; track and field and, 204

Neagle, Denny, 194

Nebraska, University of, 13

Negro Leagues, 17

Negus, Fred, 58, 60

Nelsen, John, 153–54, 156, 248–49

Nelson, Ron, 113

Nettles, Craig, 171

Neubauer, Bob, 52

Neuenschwander, E. J. “Lefty,” 36

Nevada–Reno, University of, 22

New Mexico tournament, 187, 189

New York Giants, 49, 54, 56, 101, 123, 252

New York Times, 31

New York Yankees, 81, 105, 120–22, 168, 231, 253

Nicholas, Ab, 202

Nickels, Mike, 132, 134, 249

Nicodemus, Fanny, 7

Nielsen, Arthur C., 153

Nieman, Ron, 98, 102, 229, 242, 250; images of, 101, 104, 229

Nischwitz, Ron, 103

Nixon, Richard, 134

Noble, Tony, 161, 166

Noelke, Mike, 187–88, 190, 194, 201, 238, 248

nonrevenue sports, 203, 205–6, 214, 220


North Carolina State University, 190

North Central College, 131

North Dakota, University of, 113

Northeastern Illinois University, 166

Northern Illinois University, 56, 107, 112, 131, 136, 143, 145, 178, 208, 212

Northwestern University: controversies and, 9–10, 16, 144; forfeits and, 38; losses to, 10, 22, 24, 53, 100, 113, 118, 147, 172, 176, 184–85, 201–2; victories over, 8, 15–18, 45, 51, 53, 58, 60, 67, 71, 75, 81, 92, 97, 107–8, 111, 121, 124, 131, 133, 137, 151, 173, 180, 191–92, 197, 201

Norvell, Merritt, 111

Notre Dame, University of, 15, 48, 52, 60–61, 67, 70, 92, 95, 100, 108, 124, 129, 168, 200

Nowicki, Walt, 144

Nowka, Jack, 89, 92, 97–98, 136

Noyes, George H., 4

Oakland Athletics, 147, 181, 254

O’Brien, Gordy, 52, 142

O’Brien, Greg, 139, 141, 146, 234

O’Brien, Thomas J., 25

Office of Civil Rights (OCR), 199, 213, 221

Ohio State University: losses to, 64, 67, 71, 92, 97, 113, 129, 141, 170, 192, 205; victories over, 36, 40, 56, 58, 64, 66, 71, 83, 86, 88, 103, 112, 117, 151, 160, 166, 191, 197

Ohio University, 74, 77

Okawara, Tom, 213

Oklahoma, University of, 140, 170

Oklahoma State University, 170

Old Time Ballplayers Association of Wisconsin, 87, 177, 225, 228, 230, 233–34, 236

O’Neill, Tom, 197, 201, 203–4, 207–12, 240, 247, 251; images of, 196, 208

O’Neill, Tom, Sr., 240

Oosterhaus, George, 137

Oregon, University of, 150, 223

Oregon State University, 220

Oscar, Felsch “Happy,” 39

O’Toole, Jim, 92, 98–100, 104–5, 249

Otting, Andy, 146, 149, 151–55, 248; image of, 147

Otto, Max C., 31

Paddock, Forrest, 42–44

Painter, Lance, 184–85, 187, 189–91, 196, 201, 239, 248, 253

Palen, Mike, 210

Pan American Games, 92, 155

Parade, 105

Parker, George S., 6

Pattin, Marty, 178

Pavletich, Don, 227

Pelowski, Scott, 185, 189, 192

People, 238

Peoria Journal-Star, 86

Pergande, Arthur, 29

Perini, Pete, 67, 74

Perman, Bob, 74, 78

Perranoski, Ron, 96

Perrin, John, 42–43

Perry, Clay, 252

Perthel, Bob, 54

Pesky, Johnny, 85

Peterson, Fred “Fritz,” 113

Peterson, Jim, 154

Pfeffer, Fred, 256

Philadelphia Athletics, 15, 44, 60, 88, 90–91, 252

Philadelphia Phillies, 63, 80, 86–87, 126, 252–53

Philipp, Edmund L., 36

Phillips, Monte, 157, 161, 218, 236

Piazza, Mike, 166

Pierce, Elmer “Bemis,” 18–19, 21, 256

Pinnow, Gary, 125, 130, 233

Pittsburgh Pirates, 14, 144, 155, 177, 179, 252

Plagenz, Gene, 113

Plietz, Ron, 67, 70

Ploetz, Steve, 150–51, 154

Pondrom, Cyrena, 204, 207

Popovics, Tom, 153

Poser, John, 128–33, 233

Poser, John Falk “Bobby,” 48, 51–52, 55, 129, 132, 248, 252, 256

Poser, Rolf “Chub,” 52, 129

Powell, Bob, 89

Primis, Lance, 126, 128, 131–33, 233; image of, 133

Primrose, Bob “Pinky,” 71

Princeton University, 12, 40, 59

private donors, 202, 218–20, 243. See also donations


professionalism, 18, 21

Puls, Otto, 85, 88–89, 227

Purdue University: last game with, 211; losses to, 25, 44–45, 82, 136, 191, 202; post-Badger baseball, 219; reallocation of players to, 212; victories over, 22, 24–25, 35–37, 40–41, 60–61, 65, 70–71, 75, 83, 86, 92, 106, 108, 118, 121, 124, 131–32, 140, 149, 151, 154, 164, 170, 185, 191, 202

Quantrill, Paul, 188–92, 194, 196–98, 239, 248, 253; image of, 190

Quinn, John, 100, 121

Racine College, 5–6

Radatz, Craig, 187

Radatz, Dick, 96

Radder, Howard, 53, 55, 78, 247

Rader, Doug, 121

Radke, Gene “Mex,” 73, 76–78, 227

Raether, Harold “Hal” “Bud,” 84, 88, 90–91, 227, 249, 252; image of, 90

Randolph, Eugene “Pepi,” 153, 163, 171–73, 176, 235; image of, 172

Ray Fisher Stadium, 155, 192

Reagan, Ronald, 134

Redford, Robert, 190

Red Gym, 12, 21–22, 31, 33, 35, 52, 71

Reedal, George “Riddle,” 14

Refling, Dave, 140

Regan, Jim, 64

Reichardt, Frederick “Rick,” 102, 115–23, 126, 141, 154, 168, 247–48, 250, 252; image of, 119

Reinsch, Paul S., 31

reinstatement efforts, 216, 246

Remp, Dick, 20

Rennicke, Dean, 161, 164–67, 169–73, 187, 235

Rennicke, Don, 146, 155–56

Rennicke, Randy, 155–56, 158, 161, 164–65, 167

revenue, 21, 50, 61, 195, 203, 206, 214, 220. See also budget; deficits; donations

Reynolds, Bob, 122

Reynolds, Harold, 171

Rhein-Main, 161

Richards, Bill, 102, 106–8, 230–31, 249

Richards, John, 32, 34, 39, 256

Richter, Hugh Vernon “Pat,” 109–19, 151, 174, 191, 200, 203–7, 214, 219, 231, 250; images of, 110, 114, 245

Rickey, Branch, 56, 104

Rigney, Bill, 123

Ripon College, 182

Risber, Charles “Swede,” 40

rivalries, 9–11, 191, 245. See also individual colleges

Rizzi, Arthur, 58–59, 64

Robert “Red” Wilson Award, 240. See also Wilson, Robert James “Red”

Roberts, Robin, 64, 68

Robertshaw, John, 58

Robinson, Jackie, 56

Robinson, John, 63

Rockford College, 168, 170

Rodel, Tom, 151, 249

Rodgers, Aaron, 227

Rogers, Harlan B. “Biddy,” 22–24, 30; image of, 23

Rogers, Josiah H., 23

Rogneby, Jim, 106

Roman, Dan, 182, 185

Roman, Fran, 182

Roman, George, 182

Roman, Tim, 182–83, 189–91, 194, 239

Romary, Joe, 118, 124, 248, 250

Rookie of the Year Award, 85, 160, 179–80, 187. See also individual players

Roosevelt, Franklin D., 63

Rose, Pete, 109

Rose Bowl, 46, 51, 107, 109, 159, 200, 245

Rosenberg, Jack, 86

Rosenblatt Stadium, 78

Rosplock, Jim, 185

Ross, Mike, 51

Ross-Ade Field, 75

Rothgeb, Claude, 19

Rowland, Pants, 39

Rubin, William “Bill,” 91, 94–98, 144, 188, 228, 248

rules, 4–6, 12, 17, 84, 113. See also amateurs and amateurism; professional

Rusch, Sheldon, 88–89, 91–92, 95–97

Rutgers University, 78–79


Ruth, Babe, 81

Ryan, Bonnie, 124, 191

Sabo, Scott, 173–76, 181, 201, 205, 237, 249; image of, 175

Sadowski, Carey, 197, 201

Sager, Tim, 174–75, 181, 237; image of, 175

salaries. See individual coaches

Samp, Ed, 34

San Diego Padres, 253, 255

sandlot baseball, 58, 91

San Francisco Giants, 85, 212, 233, 240, 252, 254

Saturday Evening Post, 123

Saunders-Nordeen, Dr. Kit, 178

Savage, John “Jack,” 34–35

Save Our Sports, 204–5

Saxer, Billy, 55

Saxer, Johnny, 55–56, 249

Scachte, Norb, 97

Scanlon, Justin, 220

Scarlet. See Rutgers University

Schalk, Ray “Cracker,” 39, 45–46, 81

Schandling, Paul, 146

Scheiwe, Ed, 56–57

Schelfhout, Dan, 73

Schilling, Bob, 55, 248

Schinke, Tom, 131–33, 250

Schlutt, Jason, 205, 207, 211, 255; image of, 210

Schmid, George, 95, 97–100, 102–4, 110, 116, 229, 249; image of, 101

Schmidt, Vince, 168–69, 236

Schmitz, Dave, 63

Schmitz, Joel, 210

Schmitz, Johnny “Bear Tracks,” 60

Schneider, Lloyd “Snitz,” 56, 58, 242

scholarships, 136, 147, 159, 183, 187–88, 191, 194, 197–99, 202, 214, 216

Schroeder, Bill, 171

Schulte, Chandelle, 223

Schultz, Jim, 92, 95, 144, 250

Schulzius, Barry, 148

Schuring, Ken, 113

Schyvinck, Jeff, 185, 191

Scime, Joe, 167–68, 171, 176–77, 179, 236, 247, 251

Seattle Mariners, 168, 235, 239, 254

Seaver, Tom, 171

Seegers, Pat, 159–60

Selbo, Glen, 67; image of, 68

Selig, Allan H. “Bud,” xiii–xiv

semiprofessional baseball, 44, 46, 87, 154, 165, 201, 227, 231, 245. See also leagues

Semrau, Dennis, 179, 187–89

Sennett, Ray, 136, 142

September 11 terrorist attack, 212

Setzer, Mike, 132

Sewell, William H., 131

Seymour, Harold, 25

Seymour-Mills, Dorothy, 25

Shalala, Donna, 199–200, 205–7, 213–14

Shapiro, Len, 126–27

Shaw, Kenneth, 209

Shea, Robert “Bob,” 71–73, 75–77, 226, 248, 250

Sheehan, Jack, 82

Shellenback, Frank, 159–60, 163–64, 167

Shibata, Genkwan, 24, 26, 32

Shipley, Tom, 146–47, 149–52, 225, 234, 248, 251; image of, 150

Siebert, Dick, 105, 109, 146, 185

Silverstein, Tom, 187

Simon, Jack, 106–9

Simpson, Eber, Jr., 37–39

Simpson, George T., 7, 30, 32

Simpson, Jefferson, 29

Six O’Clock Club, 18

Sizemore, Ted, 124

Skalecki, Dan, 136, 140

Slimko, Ken, 168

Smilgoff, Jim, 51

Smith, Bob “Lefty,” 55, 247

Snow, “Pat,” 42

Snowden, Gail, 213–14

Sobush, Dennis, 140

softball, 165, 202, 213–14, 222, 224; image of championship team, 223

Sommerfield, Jake, 48, 50–51

South Bend, Indiana, 15

Southern California, University of, 200

southern trips, 35, 44, 48, 50, 91

Spahn, Warren, 229

Spalding, Albert G., 17

Sparma, Joe, 113


Spartans. See Michigan State University

Spears, Clarence “Doc,” 51–52

Spencer, David, 7

Sporting News, 118

Sprindlis, Gary, 111

spring trips, 34, 81, 128, 136, 142, 146, 149, 158, 161, 165, 202–3, 223

Spytek, Fred, 149

Stanford University, 150

Stars and Stripes, 82

Stearns, David, 242

Steiner, Ron, 108

Stengel, Casey, 81

Stephans, Clarence, 55

Stephen M. Bennett Student-Athlete Performance Center, 148

Stillman, Martin, 106–8, 249

St. Louis Cardinals, 51, 60, 87, 230–31, 253

St. Mary’s College (Kansas), 48

St. Mary’s College (Minnesota), 131, 212

Stoll, George, 44–46

Stone, Steve, 233

Stoneham, Charles A., 50

Stram, Hank, 70

Strand, Mel, 111, 134, 232

Straub, Don, 78

student protests, 134, 140

Stuhldreher, Harry A., 52, 63, 72

Sullivan, Bob, 56, 58

Sullivan, John, 252

summer baseball, 18, 37, 46, 62, 88, 116, 143, 152, 173, 220, 227, 230, 236

Sund, Mike, 106

Sundberg, Jim, 171, 235

Sun Devils. See Arizona State University

Sundt, Guy, 69, 91

Suplizio, Sam, 158

Suter, Allen, 84–86

Suter, Bob, 182

Swan, Craig, 140

Sweeney, Dennis, 121, 128–31, 233

Swinburne, Edward, 6–7

Szulczewski, Jim, 84

Tadych, Rhinert, 248

Taft, William Howard, 25

Tanner, Chuck, 123

Taylor, Fred, 67

Team USA, 209

Tebell, “Gus,” 41, 44

Temp, Jim, 84, 86, 88–89, 91–92, 94, 227, 248; image of, 90

Tennessee, University of, 46

Terrell, Walt, 170–71

Tewksbury, Bob, 170

Texas, University of, 78

Texas A&M University, 78, 137, 215

Texas Rangers, 235, 253

Thisted, Red, 144

Thomas, Frank, 177

Thompson, “Big Jim,” 64

Thompson, Jerry, 64

Thompson, Tommy G., 205

Thorne, J. D., 218

Three-I League, 46, 85

ticket prices, 9, 14, 27, 38, 63, 163, 195, 206

Tierney, James J., 49

Timbers, Michael, 27–28, 32

Tinker, Joe, 35

Tipler, Keith, 137

Title IX, 199–200, 202, 213, 216, 218, 220–22, 245

titles: conference, 18, 34, 43, 47, 52, 67, 77, 92, 107, 114, 118; NCAA Division III World Series, 217; Western College, 11. See also championships

Tobert, Lance, 116, 121–22, 124–26, 250

Tokyo Americans, 29

Tokyo Japanese, 29

Tomek, John, 51–52

Toronto Blue Jays, 198, 239, 253

Torresani, Bob, 97; image of, 97

Townley, Sidney D., 10–11

track and field, 12, 24, 204

Trebbin, Jim, 137

triple alliance, 12

Truax Field, 63

Tulane University, 45, 150, 164, 196

Turley, Bob, 105

Turner, Frederick Jackson, 20

Twite, Bruce, 156

Tyggum, Carl, 95

Tymus, Dave, 114, 117–18, 121–22, 232, 249


Uecker, Bob, 227, 242

Ulatowski, Matt, 212

Ulatowski, Tim, 208, 210, 212

Ulatowski, Tommy, 212

umpires, 29, 31, 36, 42–43, 47–48, 71, 75, 137, 181, 200. See also individual umpires

Unke, Ron, 80–87, 140, 250

USA Today, 187

Utah, University of, 201

Utah State University, 215

Utech, Gary, 210

Utech, Scott, 204, 208

Uteritz, Irv, 46–47, 51–52, 256

Vaicek, Carl, 51

Valparaiso University, 198

Vanden Heuvel, John, 210–11

Van Dyke, LaVern, 132

Van Eerden, Bob, 73

Van Hise, Charles R., 17, 19–21, 25, 31–32, 37, 40–41

Van Proosdy, Jim, 158–60, 165–67, 172, 175, 218, 235, 249, 251

Vergetis, Gust, 86, 89

Verkuilen, Mike, 172, 176–77, 251

Vietnam War, 134

Vilet, Tom, 196, 201, 210–11, 240; image of, 196

Voigt, Stu, 136–38, 140, 234; image of, 138

Volk, Rick, 124

Wagener, William E., 21, 108

Wagner, Carly, 86, 89, 92, 250

Wagner, Honus, 81

Wagner, Joe, 204, 210–11, 240, 255

Wagner, Stan, 108, 113, 231

Waite, Jack, 205

Wald, Gary, 132

Waldo, George E., 6, 18

Walters, Bucky, 144

Ware, Julian, 14–15, 18

Warner Park, 153, 217

Waseda University, 24, 28–29, 31–33, 38

Washington, University of, 26, 107

Washington Post, 126–27

Washington Redskins, 109, 118, 230

Washington Senators, 67, 121, 123, 126, 252, 254

Washington University (St. Louis), 70–71, 83, 115–16

Weaver, George “Buck,” 39

Weaver, John, 148; image of, 148

Wegner, Brian, 180, 185, 187, 237, 247, 251; image of, 181

Wegner, Fred “Fritz,” 64, 80, 83, 89, 95, 103, 108, 113, 116, 129, 241; image of, 142

Wells, Horace M., 4

Western Association, 18, 20–21

Western College title, 11

Western Conference, 11–12, 18–24, 33–37. See also Big Nine Conference; Big Ten Conference

Western Division, 175, 181, 184

Western Intercollegiate Amateur Athletic Association (WIAAA), 11–12

Western Michigan University, 57, 70, 72, 74, 82, 84, 97, 111, 124, 151

West Lafayette. See Purdue University

West Virginia University, 17, 95, 102

Wheeler, Watson, 34–35

White, Jack, 122

Wiershem, Joe, 58

Wildcats. See Northwestern University

Williams, Bob, 88

Williams, Charles, 7

Williams, Jack, 41

Williams, Ken, 85

Williams, Rolland “Rollie,” 41, 43–44

Williams, Russ, 116

Williams, Ted, 105, 126

Williamson, Ivan B., 91

Wilson, Dan, 194

Wilson, Jim, 191, 197, 198, 240

Wilson, Robert James “Red,” 67, 70–72, 73–80, 105, 146, 161, 191, 226, 247–48, 250, 252; image of, 70

Winer, Morris “Moe,” 48

Winfield, Dave, 145, 171

Winkles, Bobby, 99, 140

Wisconsin Alumni Association, 46, 50

Wisconsin Alumni Magazine, 13, 15, 21, 32, 44

Wisconsin Athletic Association, 10, 13

Wisconsin–Eau Claire, University of, 215

Wisconsin–Green Bay, University of, 227


Wisconsin–La Crosse, University of, 164, 217

Wisconsin–Madison, University of, 202, 216, 220, 227

Wisconsin–Milwaukee, University of, 141, 188, 212, 215–16, 240

Wisconsin–Platteville, University of, 165, 184, 188

Wisconsin State Baseball Association, 160

Wisconsin State Journal, 7, 45, 47–49, 54, 74, 98–100, 102, 127, 134, 209

Wisconsin State League, 22, 49, 54, 56, 70, 73

Wisconsin–Stevens Point, University of, 166, 182

Wisconsin Student Association, 203

Wisconsin–Superior, University of, 160

Wisconsin–Whitewater, University of, 159, 174

Witsahashi, Yokohama, 29

Wolf, Bob, 122

Wolff, Bobby, 73, 75

Wolff, Brian, 201
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