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        Context
      


      
        In the wake of the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, Rebecca Solnit began writing Hope in the
        Dark, a book-length argument for the necessity of hope to combat the bleakness of despair. The global
        peace movement had staged the largest international protest of all time to try to prevent the Iraq War; after
        it failed to course of the conflict, Solnit worried that people would give up the fight rather than being
        carried by the momentum of what they had accomplished. So she set out to turn people back toward hopefulness by
        collecting a history of victories people had achieved in the face of great odds.
      


      
        By the time she published the book in 2004, President George W. Bush had been reelected, and most
        progressive-minded people were sinking deeper into their negative outlooks. More than a decade later, Solnit
        saw the telltale signs of hopelessness threatening the United States once again as the 2016 election drew near,
        and Donald Trump inched closer to the presidency. Hope in the Dark was rereleased
        in 2016 to serve as a reminder that the world is still not spiralling into ruin, especially not if people
        retain enough hope to spur themselves into action.
      

    


    
      
        Overview
      


      
        Darkness is often associated with sadness and fear, but it doesn’t necessarily contain these things, as Rebecca
        Solnit points out at the beginning of Hope in the Dark. The essential quality of
        darkness is its lack of light or visibility; hence, darkness is the unknown, which could be either positive or
        negative. This is why, Solnit argues, we should have hope: We may not know what will happen, but, if we carry
        on, something certainly will.
      


      
        Hope is the counteraction to the despair that Solnit saw settling over the United States in 2004, after its
        soldiers invaded the Middle East, and George W. Bush was reelected. In 2003, the global peace movement had
        reached a fever pitch, protesting against the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq; by 2004, those who were opposed to
        the Bush Administration’s tactics felt defeated and trapped. Acknowledging this collective disillusionment,
        Solnit points out that giving up is the easy way out; finding hope is harder because it means that there is
        work to do. In the chapters that follow, she identifies watershed events from the past 50 years, including the
        fall of the Berlin Wall, the anti-WTO protests in Seattle, and September 11, 2001, and then examines the small,
        steady movements that built up to and up from these events. The result is an aggregate of grassroots, radical
        and indigenous actions that exemplify the power of people’s determination—even when it seems like it is enacted
        on the smallest scale.
      


      
        Solnit attempts to overcome cynicism by assembling a primer on social and environmental activism and uprisings
        from the mid to late 20th century till now. She makes the case that hope is the necessary catalyst for action,
        and that activists (and would-be activists) must hold onto hope in order to create a world more like the one
        they want to live in, even in the face of enormous obstacles, especially, and necessarily, in the face of
        uncertainty.
      

    


    
      
        Summary
      


      
        Foreword to the Third Edition (2015): Grounds for Hope
      


      
        Over a decade has passed since Rebecca Solnit wrote Hope in the Dark, and as her
        text anticipated, things have changed in unimaginable ways. The changes are both bad and good—consider, for
        instance, global tech companies destroying other commerce, and government surveillance of citizens, but also
        Occupy Wall Street, Black Lives Matter, and the Dream Act. In most cases, if not all, it is too soon to make a
        value judgment.
      


      
        Solnit’s reasons for writing about hope have stayed the same, only growing more clear to her over time. Hope is
        necessary to outweigh cynicism, but hope does not mean convincing people that everything will be fine, or
        naively thinking it already is. Solnit has written a history of victories attained by activism because one way
        to produce hope is through memory, by recognizing that things were once different than they are now. Amnesia,
        on the other hand, creates depression, and is sometimes used as a tactic to suppress resistance.
      


      
        She also celebrates the virtues of uncertainty and time. Uncertainty, because it means the realm of possibility
        is open to any of us—when no one knows what will happen, it could be any individual or group’s influence that
        matters. Time, because it allows space for viewpoints to shift and events to take on new meaning. For instance,
        people who experience disasters often find an invigorating sense of connection from their community in the
        aftermath.
      


      
        Ultimately we must remember that together, people are the most powerful force; hope can motivate us to seek
        change en masse.
      


      
        Need to Know: Activists have a tendency to start from scratch when the
        practices they need already exist in the world; they just need to be sought out and brought into new contexts.
        “The past is set in daylight, and it can become a torch we carry into the night that is the future.”
      


      
        1. Looking Into Darkness
      


      
        The future of our world is unknown, but we don’t need to fear the unknowable: it has as much potential to be
        positive as it does to be negative. The present can, itself, be used as an example here: We often fail to
        recognize huge ways in which the world and society have changed, especially when the change is positive. Who
        could have believed that the political prisoner Nelson Mandela would go on to be the president of a new South
        Africa? Or that nonwhite Americans could vote? Or that same sex marriage was attainable? It is important to
        take note of those changes and take pride in them, for moral support and as a reminder to continue protecting
        them.
      


      
        Need to Know: Hope should not be treated as a potential stroke of luck but
        instead heeded as a call to action. By naming victories and identifying changes, we can begin to abandon
        helplessness.
      


      
        2. When We Lost
      


      
        After George W. Bush won reelection in 2004, despite widespread opposition, many citizens of the United
        States—and the world—fell into despair. Solnit observed the progressive people around her participating in what
        she calls “the Conversation,” a back-and-forth of weariness and complaining that is fueled not only by
        participants’ despair, but by their certainty that despair is the only future—and the only option. Solnit, who
        refuses to join in this conversation, suggests that those of us who are lost need to start telling a different
        story.
      


      
        South America is a good place to look to for examples of hope and emergence from struggle. After decades of
        suffering from oppression and economic decline brought on by neoliberal policies, the countries of Uruguay,
        Venezuela, and Brazil were able to overthrow military dictatorships, elect leftist presidents, and revolt
        against international capitalism in the early 2000s. These positive developments are evidence of people’s
        resistance, which persisted despite lack of privilege, potential for exhaustion, and not knowing what results,
        if any, would come of it.
      


      
        Need to Know: Hope is not equivalent to joy; it is not dependent upon or
        associated with an immediate physical state, which is perhaps why it can be found to reside most within those
        who have little power. It requires one to regard oneself as having weight in the world, rather than being
        useless. Solnit wants to document “victories and possibilities” because they are under-recorded, frequently
        abstract, and can serve as a tangible reminder of what is possible when we have hope.
      


      
        3. What We Won
      


      
        Solnit was inspired to write Hope in the Dark in 2003, after tens of millions of
        people on every continent staged anti-war protests—and after the United States invaded Iraq anyway, causing a
        sense of hopelessness among protesters. Despite their failure to stop the war in Iraq, the global peace
        movement activists did manage to prevent saturation bombing in Baghdad, delay the start of the war by a few
        months, alter the media portrayal of antiwar protesters for the better, and inspire activism among
        never-before-involved people. They increased awareness of corporations that profit from war, such as
        Halliburton and Chevron-Texaco, and convinced countries that usually ally with the United States and the UK to
        opt out of the invasion. And they did all this through a leaderless movement, instigated not by a figurehead,
        but through the Internet and local communities.
      


      
        Need to Know: To gain notice, activists must often perform direct actions
        with simplified messages and make demands for almost-immediate returns. Because the results of their actions
        rarely look exactly like what they asked for, the media and politicians are more apt to dismiss their efforts
        than to give them credit. In having hope we must remember that activism’s results tend to be more subtle and
        complex than sensational and straightforward.
      


      
        4. False Hope and Easy Despair
      


      
        A tactic used by the Bush Administration to quell public unrest was to (try to) instill a sense of false hope
        and a displaced fear in the electorate. False hope meaning that everything is and will be fine so action is
        unnecessary; displaced fear meaning that real dangers might come to afflict those who are relatively safe,
        should they decide to act in an uncouth manner.
      


      
        Leftists have their own habitual methods of inhibiting action and attaining complacency. They do resist false
        hope, but they also tend to see only problems, and focus so entirely on the inevitable existence of these
        problems that they render themselves useless. Despair is easier. It it less demanding, and the outcome is
        predictable. Real, authentic hope requires clarity, hard work, and imagination.
      


      
        Need to Know: Acknowledging problems and bad news can be helpful, but only
        insofar as it can provide direction and instigate action. Joy and happiness don’t have to fall to the wayside,
        and shouldn’t, lest we forget the reasons to continue fighting for solutions to the world’s problems. Activism
        in itself is hopeful because it means imagining—and demanding—alternatives.
      


      
        5. A History of Shadows
      


      
        Solnit presents this chapter through the lens of a common analogy: The world is a theater, and political and
        economic powers take the stage. Media and history train our attention toward the spotlight, but as Solnit
        points out, staging, direction, writing, and other necessary actions all originate offstage, out of sight. This
        potential for driving change is what makes those in power paint marginalized people as dangerous, even going so
        far as to criminalize them (i.e., accusing activists of terrorism). This criminalization is not only
        retaliatory, but admissive: The state is threatened by those who dare to challenge it. This becomes obvious
        when one considers that politics is a reflection of the cultural and social change that has often already taken
        place, and already shifted in the collective consciousness (such as attitudes toward homosexuality). Legal
        decisions don’t lead to change; the courtroom is where change ends up. Change comes from the edges—the
        people—to the center—the government—not the other way around. Ideas are the tools of the people and weapons are
        the tools of the government—ideas are much more dangerous.
      


      
        The power of changing mindsets becomes evident when looking backward and remembering that what seems like
        common sense now probably seemed outlandish at first. Solnit recalls how students in shantytowns demanded their
        universities divest from South Africa, never imagining Nelson Mandela would eventually become that nation’s
        president. Maintaining hope is made easier by keeping in mind that attitudes can and will change beyond what is
        imaginable in the present.
      


      
        Need to Know: The story being told on the political stage is written by
        those who reside in the shadows. Even when there is overt resistance from those in power, stories have the
        ability to seep in and change minds until change becomes matter of fact.
      


      
        6. The Millennium Arrives: November 9, 1989
      


      
        When the Berlin Wall was erected in 1962, people lived in fear of a nuclear war. It would have been easier for
        them to imagine the apocalypse than the world we live in now, but instead, people maintained hope and worked
        for change. Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring was a response to these fears of
        nuclear fallout, and it sparked the rise of the environmental movement. Besides raising awareness about
        dangerous pesticides, Carson’s book helped change people’s perception of nature from object to living system.
      


      
        The civil rights movement also rose during this decade, prompting new perspectives on race, authority, and
        nonviolent protest. So much became unsettled that people began to question everything, and while they didn’t
        always find answers, they became open to change. The fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989 marked the end
        of the world order these people had considered permanent—a sea change in global politics that the people of
        1962 could hardly have imagined.
      


      
        Need to Know: The new millennium was long regarded as an ending, rather
        than a renewal. Solnit posits it as a beginning, or as many beginnings, exemplified in this and the next four
        chapters by particular moments in time.
      


      
        7. The Millennium Arrives: January 1, 1994
      


      
        The Zapatistas announced themselves in Chiapas, Mexico, on the first day of 1994, in response to the North
        American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) taking effect in Mexico, Canada, and the US. Poor indigenous farmers, who
        predicted their future disenfranchisement under the treaty, assembled to reject the implications of
        neoliberalism and promote localized agency and justice for all people.
      


      
        While they carried guns (or representations of them, such as pieces of wood), their intent was less
        militaristic than artistic and idealistic, as described in manifestos written by de facto leader Subcomandante
        Marcos. Their view was of a future that embraced and promoted human beings over economic and state interests,
        which they encouraged people around the world to seek in their own communities by pursuing an “International of
        Hope” over an “International of Terror”.
      


      
        Need to Know: The Zapatista revolution indicated a rejection of capitalism
        as the answer to a freer world, but it didn’t offer dogmatic ideology as an alternative answer. Instead, it
        suggested creativity and flexibility, and a willingness to be inclusive of humans as they were—with their
        desires and differences. Its influence on future activists is correspondingly open to interpretation, but
        reflected well in one of their maxims: “Todo para todos, nada para nosotros”/ “Everything for everyone, nothing
        for ourselves”.
      


      
        8. The Millennium Arrives: November 30, 1999
      


      
        On November 30, 1999, World Trade Organization (WTO) meetings in Seattle were halted and finally canceled at
        the behest of 60,000 anti-globalization protesters who marched and blockaded the streets around it. WTO
        protests brought visibility to the global justice movement and what it was there to oppose: the WTO’s control
        over international trade and its dedication to corporate profit over all else. The day was also thought to
        symbolize the beginning of a new protest era, one that is more broad-based and diverse, due to the wide
        spectrum of those oppressed by international capitalism. The war being fought by corporations was harder to
        identify, but the people had shown up to fight it.
      


      
        The success of the 1999 WTO protests was followed by actions around the world opposing privatization, GMOs,
        Monsanto, etc. In 2003, the WTO ministerial met in Cancun, where it collapsed entirely under the weight of
        protesting Mexican campesinos, a delegation of Korean farmers, and the Group of Twenty-Plus, a multinational
        coalition led by President Lula da Silva. Both of the failed WTO meetings showed the power of nonviolence and
        the strength of people uniting under a non-corporate version of globalization.
      


      
        Need to Know: Aside from the canceled meetings in Seattle, November 30 was
        a victory because activists took precautions not to be hampered by past internal issues. There was a strong
        commitment to remaining nonviolent, and an effort to avoid (male) authoritarianism and to use decentralized
        power structures to orchestrate the action.
      


      
        9. The Millennium Arrives: September 11, 2001
      


      
        On September 11, Americans were thrust into a post-disaster state that forced us to reevaluate our connections
        and presence in the world, as individuals and as a collective entity. In a way, it was an opportunity for a
        more heroic outcome than what eventually came to pass under George W. Bush, which was a vow to fight evil, and
        unnecessary, mostly unrelated, oil-driven attacks launched under the guise of Americans’ protection. But there
        were still individuals who acted heroically, or as optimal citizens, by giving blood, volunteering, and living
        for one another.
      


      
        Need to Know: Like all disasters, 9/11 was terrible, but it also bore the
        unique qualities of aftermath: a sense of community, heroism, and connection that is healing, meaningful, and
        not necessarily ephemeral, if those qualities are learned from and continually put to use.
      


      
        10. The Millennium Arrives: February 15, 2003
      


      
        Citizens of the world proved that the spirit of connection inspired by September 11 had not been entirely
        erased when they gathered by the millions on February 15, 2003 to form a leaderless, international march
        against the Iraq War. The climate during the protests was less about anger and more about truly participating
        in democracy, sharing an ideological community, and acting beyond the preservation of one’s own comfort. The
        dreaminess of the moment didn’t last, but its enormity made an impact—it was the largest protest that had ever
        occurred.
      


      
        Need to Know: People didn’t feel a sense of obligation to participate in
        the global peace protests, but rather, a sense of yearning to exercise their rights as citizens. The march
        demonstrated that the next revolution was underway in the imagination of the people.
      


      
        11. Changing the Imagination of Change
      


      
        Activism is not a simple matter of measurable cause and effect; it is many complicated and disproportionate
        instances of ambiguous causes and effects. The future is dark, and activism is plunging into that darkness:
        defeats can eventually become victories, and victories can dissipate. The defense of victories requires
        commitment instead of abandonment, but Americans tend toward the latter when it comes to political
        engagement—after the excitement of an emergency, we rest up at home until the next one.
      


      
        Cultural ecology seeks to see the evolution of society as alive and constantly in flux, not just as a series of
        disparate watershed moments. For example, history recognizes the Supreme Court decision in Lawrence v. Texas as a turning point for gay rights in the United States, but cultural ecology
        would identify all the various roots of the public’s turning away from homophobia—the things that prompted a
        lawsuit to begin with and encouraged the judges to assent to the change.
      


      
        Need to Know: Becoming aware of cultural ecology can promote consistent
        participation in democracy and activism, which is necessary to protect past achievements. It also helps us
        recognize achievements that have some distance from their groundwork and understand the potential for our work
        to be far-reaching.
      


      
        12. On the Indirectness of Direct Action
      


      
        Another component of hope is faith—a longer-term commitment to futures that will very likely remain unseen by
        those who keep it. Solnit credits writers with having faith, because they often write in response to something
        inarticulate or someone distant or dead. Even if they write to something more immediate, there is no guarantee
        that anyone will ever read it. Writers like Henry David Thoreau, Emily Dickinson, and Walter Benjamin only
        became known years after their deaths.
      


      
        Certain types of writing are often associated with activism (manifestos, for example), but lyrical writing can
        be a form of resistance, as well. In the movement that shut down the Soviet nuclear test site in Semipalatinsk,
        poet Olzhas Suleimenov read a manifesto on national television that was inspired by the Nevada Test Site
        protests. Writing, like all activism, can have latent, far-reaching, and unexpected effects.
      


      
        Need to Know: Writing as a means of resistance doesn’t have to take any
        special form—as with activism, proscribing a result before the writing exists can stymie its creation in the
        first place. Literature is one of the most effective ways for new ideas to permeate imaginations, potentially
        planting the seeds of future revolutions.
      


      
        13. The Angel of Alternate History
      


      
        Solnit introduces her concept of the “Angel of Alternate History,” an angel like the one in Frank Capra’s
        It’s a Wonderful Life, who helps us look at what our present or future would look
        like without activists. Environmental groups like Citizen Alert score some of their greatest victories in
        prevention, meaning the evidence of their work is invisible, as in the case of the canceled MX missile program
        in the 1980s. The angel would have us look for this invisible evidence in language, which has adjusted for the
        existence of new terms such as sexual harassment and date rape, and in the landscape, which remains unscathed
        or has been restored on sites such as Mono Lake, Ward Valley, and Sierra Blanca.
      


      
        Need to Know: Sometimes it helps to remember that instead of thinking
        “things could be better,” they could, in fact, be worse if people hadn’t been working along the way for
        preservation and improvement.
      


      
        14. Viagra for Caribou
      


      
        By asking readers to consider an angel, Solnit does not mean to imply that God created a perfect world and
        people are ruining it. Instead, she turns to Coyote, a Native American deity who is humorous and unpredictable.
        Coyote is an apt symbol for resilience, especially with regards to animals, many of whom have been returning to
        the wild and repopulating after endangerment (wolves, buffalo, and deer in North America, for instance).
        Coyote’s humor lies in the delivery of good from the decidedly unvirtuous—for example, endangered species whose
        body parts were cultivated for aphrodisiacs are less coveted thanks to Viagra. Coyote is a reminder to look for
        the funny and the good in what at first might be off-putting.
      


      
        Need to Know: The Internet, with its multifacetedness, is something we’ve
        grown used to, but it began as an invention of the US military that likely wasn’t meant to be used as
        resistance against it.
      


      
        15. Getting the Hell Out of Paradise
      


      
        Most people will admit that utopia is an impossible concept, yet some progressives insist upon perfection as
        the only measuring stick worth using. The refusal to celebrate anything but perfect victories threatens to
        discredit the work that is happening. Small victories are sometimes invisible, but they impact the world and
        motivate passionate hope.
      


      
        The language of activism acknowledges its ongoing nature: Terms such as uprising,
        movement, and activist all imply a continuous motion,
        not necessarily in a singular forward direction. The concept of “politics of prefiguration” also implies that
        the success lies in the action, because you can achieve what you want if you act in that manner. The 1990s
        British movement Reclaim the Streets embraced the idea of joyous, momentous activism by instigating direct
        actions that filled streets and trees with statements that were often funny or fun to experience. The
        organization evolved from one of anti-roads to environmentalism to anticapitalism, and eventually it dissolved,
        embodying the idea of acting out and fulfilling its mission at the same time.
      


      
        Need to Know: Activism is about the journey, the uprising, and the passion,
        not about reaching a final stopping point where those forces will be suddenly abandoned. Movements that become
        too stagnant cycle back into statehood, where they become oppressive once again if not diligently attended to.
      


      
        16. Across the Great Divide
      


      
        There is a strong history of dividing politics and conflict into binary opposition, but this method is outdated
        and inhibitive. It keeps people from speaking to each other, finding commonalities, and forging bonds that can
        contribute to more powerful movements. A significant opposition that has been broached in recent years is one
        between environmentalists and ranchers. For decades, environmentalists were in a rut that equated anything but
        pristine nature with its destruction, leading them to treat ranchers as if they were enemies; meanwhile,
        conservative groups made a better effort to reach out to rural communities.
      


      
        Circumstances finally forced the two groups to notice that some of their interests were overlapping, as
        globalization and factory-farming put ranchers out of business—and surrendered ranch land turned not back into
        the wild, but into developments. Now, ranchers and environmentalists, as well as other farmers and government
        agencies, are forming coalitions to work from what is called the “radical center,” a place that seeks
        commonalities and allows for differences.
      


      
        Need to Know: The millennium era of protest brings with it the opportunity
        to leave binaries behind and work together in spite of our differences, to combine skills and ideas, and to
        find solutions to shared issues.
      


      
        17. After Ideology, or Alterations in Time
      


      
        As our means of connection become more international and democratic, justice movements appear to be developing
        in a wildly nonbinary way. There is an openness and lack of ideology among activists, especially young ones who
        communicate online, which allow strategies to change and authority to be distributed more easily than ever
        before. Critics demean these qualities by calling activists directionless and unmotivated; to Solnit it
        indicates more widespread acceptance that we should strive for, questioning and doing instead of just looking
        for answers.
      


      
        Need to Know: Looking for answers to the world’s problems is a fallacy
        because the answers change as we create new worlds. The more we continue questioning, the longer we might
        manage to remain in the moment of creation and retain its energy.
      


      
        18. The Global Local, or Alterations in Place
      


      
        As corporations, capitalism, and technology went global, progressives revolted by going local. The
        bioregionalism movement, a hyper-involved precursor to the slow food and eating local movements, started in the
        1970s, and relied on tight-knit communities holding frequent meetings and sharing the responsibility for their
        group and the land they lived on. It bore some similarities to anarchy, whose methods of decentralized
        organization and consensus-based decision-making are more popular than the name itself. (A contemporary term
        might be horizontilidad, which describes the community meetings that have replaced
        some forms of institutional power in Argentina during its economic crisis).
      


      
        In more recent decades, some non-corporate, non-homogenizing forms of globalization have begun to take shape.
        Activists are preserving their identities at local levels by using global communication as a platform to share
        and protect microcultures, rather than melting into a monoculture. In this manner, people are acting more as
        global citizens because we are able to work within small groups to create change on a global level.
      


      
        Need to Know: The earlier concept of globalization as an oppressive,
        homogenizing force has the potential to be replaced by a newer concept of an international network of
        communities that work together to create movements. This type of coalition would encourage citizens worldwide
        to become better producers instead of better consumers.
      


      
        19. A Dream Three Times the Size of Texas
      


      
        The year 1992 marked the 500th anniversary of Christopher Columbus’s arrival in the Americas; it also marked a
        time when the national and global conversation about Native Americans and indigenous people began to shift.
        Suggestions to celebrate the date were mostly shot down; they inspired conversations about the history of
        genocide in America instead. This shift had been pushed during the previous 20 years by the American Indian
        movement’s increasing efforts of visibility. They challenged the overarching myths that Native Americans were
        either extinct or had never existed by campaigning for federal recognition of more tribes, for land rights, and
        for the ability to open and profit from casinos.
      


      
        The restoration of indigenous rights and lands still has a long way to go, but there have been measurable
        victories, such as the granting of Nunavut in Canada as an autonomous Inuit province (Nunavut is, in fact,
        three times larger than Texas) and a doubling of the number of US residents who identify as Native. Columbus
        Day has changed, too, as more cities and states move to celebrate Indigenous Peoples Day.
      


      
        Need to Know: The indigenous people’s movement is a crucial example of how
        resistance builds over time through small, insistent stories and actions that can eventually overcome great
        odds. The movement’s growth provides active examples of alternatives to capitalism and socialism, and the power
        of shifting the dominant culture’s vision and stories to create change.
      


      
        20. Doubt
      


      
        As powerful as radical activism can be, it is hard to deny that certain problems—like climate change—are too
        overwhelming to forget. Perhaps it is made more overwhelming by the apparent lack of concern being expressed by
        people in power, particularly the US government, even though the United States is one of the largest producers
        of climate change in the world. The power of Amreica is not concentrated entirely in the state, though; its
        population is massive and diverse, and it is not hard to find resistance. Throughout the world, a creative
        counterculture is flourishing, and the fact that it can find ground to stand on implies hope for what the
        future will bring.
      


      
        Need to Know: Hope is a way to defy giving up, to defy the powers that seem
        bigger than us. The history of hope that Solnit has portrayed thus far proves that hope at least deserves our
        trust, even though we don’t know what it will bring.
      


      
        21. Journey to the Center of the World
      


      
        Since we can’t see the future, Solnit suggests taking a closer look at where we are in the present, which she
        does by tracing what a bird might see as it flies from the Pacific Ocean to the United Nations Plaza in San
        Francisco. Noting neighborhoods, art, and monuments, her brief journey concludes in a square that hosts
        occasional protest marches, a farmer’s market twice a week, and a large homeless population the rest of the
        time. Here is a place, like every other, where history and movements and activism and life are happening all at
        once.
      


      
        Need to Know: Hope, its achievements, and its future are invested in the
        world around us, especially in the everyday, such as farmers’ markets (providing local food) and homelessness
        (perhaps a call to action).
      


      
        Looking Backward: The Extraordinary Achievements of Ordinary People (2009)
      


      
        In the first afterword to Hope in the Dark, Solnit recounts personal stories from
        September 11 that she gathered while researching her book A Paradise Built in Hell.
        The accounts document a series of people who are frightened but altruistic, helping those around them to make
        sure as many people escape danger as possible. Above all, people were calm, which is the way most people tend
        to react in disasters.
      


      
        The government tells a different story, acting with alarm and anticipating panic: violent, selfish reactions
        would validate its existence and grant it the right to use more repressive tactics. In the case of 9/11, the
        government treated New Yorkers as victims and heroes, and turned its emergency tactics outward toward
        Afghanistan and Iraq. In cases like Hurricane Katrina, and even the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, reactive
        state violence was turned on the victims themselves, even as they tried to help save others and begin to
        rebuild their communities. This sort of panic mode and distrust must be discouraged as we remember past
        disasters and prepare for the next.
      


      
        Need to Know: What people find in the aftermath of terrible events is a
        community bond that strengthens, and people are motivated to come together to provide support. By extending
        this community to create memorials and plans for the future, we can be better prepared and connected for the
        next time disaster strikes.
      


      
        Everything’s Coming Together While Everything Falls Apart (2014)
      


      
        An end to the age of capitalism can seem impossible, but, so too, did the end of absolute monarchy in France
        before 1789. One thing that might help is the climate change movement and the changes in behavior and belief
        that a global people’s coalition might manage to achieve before governments and corporations concede to
        science.
      


      
        Solnit identifies three groups of heroes in the burgeoning climate change movements: engineers, who are
        developing and improving clean energy systems so that they are cheaper, better, and more accessible;
        scientists, who are tracking changes in the environment and publishing their findings to encourage people to
        act while they still can; and activists, who are pushing for the use of clean energy, and demanding action from
        their governments to address scientists’ findings. These heroes are leading a movement that has the potential
        to save us all.
      


      
        The climate change movement must continue to grow, but it’s already bigger than it appears at first glance.
        Small groups, dedicated to specific environmental causes, have been fighting and winning increasing battles
        during recent years, including banning fracking in New York, disputing the Keystone XL pipeline, and instilling
        legislation that prevents new fossil fuel systems in Oregon.
      


      
        Need to Know: The time to get involved in the climate change movement is
        now, especially for American citizens who need to find any means available to push for systemic change—personal
        change alone cannot reverse the current impact of the United States’s environmental footprint. The hope that
        resides in the climate change revolution is that many of the other improvements we seek in the world—more just
        economic systems, for example—will be forced to change at the same time.
      


      
        Backward and Forward: An Afterword
      


      
        Solnit’s purpose in writing this book was to create a source of encouragement for activists and would-be
        activists; it was also to entreat people not to fall into the trap of negativity and inaction. During her tours
        of the United States talking about hope, she was surprised to find that people got angry. Many of the angry
        people came from a group that Solnit identifies herself with: middle-class white people. They were still
        reeling from the disappointment of the promised revolution in the 1960s, and were hostile to the suggestion of
        rallying themselves again for anything less than perfect.
      


      
        Solnit refers to this attitude as naïve cynicism. It allows people to reinforce their identity without doing
        work, becoming involved, or celebrating the hard work of others; they consider themselves so informed, they are
        too aware to care. Meanwhile, she found that her most hopeful listeners were those that had endured turbulent
        politics and environments. Perhaps the experience of unpredictable change grants an affinity for it—we might
        not know what change is coming, but we’re confident it will arrive.
      


      
        Need to Know: Hope is not something you’re given: it’s something you earn
        by resisting despair and working to find what is worth hoping for. The reward is being able to look back and
        feel pride in all that you’ve accomplished on the journey.
      

    


    
      
        Timeline
      


      
        1961: The Berlin Wall is constructed; Women’s Strike for Peace is founded.
      


      
        1962: Silent Spring by Rachel Carson is
        published.
      


      
        1968: American Indian Movement (AIM) is founded.
      


      
        1974: International Indian Treaty Council (IITC) is formed.
      


      
        1977: IITC attains NGO status from the United Nations.
      


      
        July 18–19, 1979: Sandinista rebels overthrow dictatorship and take
        Nicaraguan capital Managua.
      


      
        March 21, 1981: Earth First!, a radical environmental group, holds its
        first action at the Glen Canyon Dam.
      


      
        February 27, 1989: Kazakh poet Olzhas Suleimenov reads manifesto on live
        TV, helping launch the Nevada-Semipalatinsk Antinuclear Movement that got the Soviet nuclear test site in
        Semipalatinsk shut down.
      


      
        November 9, 1989: The Berlin Wall falls.
      


      
        December 25, 1991: Dissolution of the Soviet Union.
      


      
        October 12, 1992: Quincentennial of Christopher Columbus’s arrival in the
        Americas.
      


      
        January 1, 1994: NAFTA goes into effect; Zapatista National Liberation Army
        (EZLN) stage an uprising in Chiapas and release First Declaration of the Lacandon Jungle.
      


      
        1994: Timbisha Shoshone achieve federally recognized status as a tribe.
      


      
        January 1, 1996: The EZLN releases its Fourth Declaration of the Lacandon
        Jungle citing the need to raise an “International of Hope.”
      


      
        April 1, 1999: Canadian government grants the Inuits autonomy and
        jurisdiction of Nunavut province.
      


      
        November 30, 1999: 40,000 antiglobalization protesters demonstrate at the
        WTO conference in Seattle, WA; corresponding protests against Monsanto in Bangalore, India, attracts thousands
        of protesters.
      


      
        2000: General Lucio Gutiérrez allows protesters in Ecuador to occupy
        Congress, announces a new government; Coast Miwok people, previously said to be extinct, attain federal
        recognition of tribal status; Timbisha Shoshone awarded jurisdiction over thousands of acres of land in and
        around Death Valley National Park.
      


      
        September 11, 2001: Terrorists attack the World Trade Center and the
        Pentagon.
      


      
        2001: Argentina’s economic crisis begins.
      


      
        2002: Lucio Gutiérrez is elected president of Ecuador.
      


      
        January 2003: Illinois governor George Ryan overturns 167 death sentences
        (effectively canceling the death penalty in IL).
      


      
        February 15, 2003: Millions of people around the world hold protests
        against the war in Iraq as part of the global peace movement.
      


      
        June 2003: Supreme Court rules against the “Homosexuality Conduct” law in
        Lawrence v. Texas.
      


      
        September 2003: WTO Ministerial Conference in Cancun is disrupted by
        protesters, talks collapse.
      


      
        August 29, 2005: Hurricane Katrina hits the Gulf Coast.
      


      
        September 21, 2014: Nearly 400,000 people gather for the People’s Climate
        March in NYC.
      


      
        September 2014: The Rockefeller Foundation announces intent to divest from
        fossil fuels.
      


      
        June 29, 2015: New York state bans the use of fracking.
      

    


    
      
        Cast of Characters
      


      
        Edward Abbey: Author of The Monkey Wrench Gang,
        a 1975 novel about blowing up the Glen Canyon Dam that inspired the formation of environmental organization
        Earth First! in 1981.
      


      
        Walter Benjamin: German-Jewish author and philosopher who wrote about the
        necessity of writing into the unknown, among other things. He killed himself while trying to escape Nazi forces
        during the Holocaust.
      


      
        Tony Blair: Prime minister of the United Kingdom from 1997–2007; supported
        the Bush administration’s War on Terror and invasion of Iraq in 2003.
      


      
        Ernst Bloch: 20th-century German philosopher who wrote The Principle of Hope; Solnit’s words about hope as an activator and false hope as an inhibitor
        echo his.
      


      
        George W. Bush: President of the United States from 2001–2009. His
        reelection in 2004 and his policies on the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq helped create the climate of massive
        despair that Solnit wants to dissipate by writing about hope.
      


      
        Rachel Carson: Author of Silent Spring, a book
        published in 1962 that decried the use of pesticides and encouraged environmental activism and reform in the
        United States.
      


      
        Cesar Chavez: Labor activist and proponent of nonviolent resistance;
        cofounded the the United Farm Workers.
      


      
        Hugo Chávez: President of Venezuela from 1999–2013; enactor of the
        socialist-inspired Bolivarian revolution. His governance was controversial, but he defied attempts to be
        overthrown, and remained in office until his death from cancer in 2013.
      


      
        Luiz Inácio “Lula” da Silva: President of Brazil from 2003–2011; he
        encouraged developing countries to revolt against the WTO, and organized the Group of Twenty-Plus, a coalition
        that stood up for international farmers’ rights at the WTO ministerial in Cancun.
      


      
        Paulo Freire: Brazilian author, educator, and revolutionary who wrote
        Pedagogy of the Oppressed and its lesser-known follow-up,
        Pedagogy of Hope.
      


      
        Eduardo Galeano: Uruguayan writer and activist; Solnit quotes his reaction
        to the 2004 leftist victory in Uruguay’s election that insisted Uruguayans must protect and propagate the joy
        and hope that the election inspired in them.
      


      
        Bob Fulkerson: Executive director and cofounder of the Progressive
        Leadership Alliance of Nevada whose workshop on the military in Nevada influenced Solnit to research and write
        her book Savage Dreams.
      


      
        Mikhail Gorbachev: Final president of the USSR; Nobel Peace Prize
        recipient. Initiated democratic reform of the Soviet system that led to the collapse of communist regimes in
        Eastern Europe and the end of the Cold War.
      


      
        Václav Havel: Czechoslovakian playwright and poet who was imprisoned for
        political dissidence in the 1980s during the Soviet regime. He became president of Czechoslovakia in 1989 and
        continued to serve as president of the Czech Republic from 1993–2003.
      


      
        Néstor Kirchner: President
        of Argentina from 2003–2007 who opposed neoliberalism; notably, he refused terms set forth by the International
        Monetary Fund (IMF) and defaulted on repaying their loan in 2003.
      


      
        Subcomandante Marcos: Nom de guerre of the de facto leader of the Zapatista
        uprising. He did not claim leadership, but through his writings he shared on the Internet, his voice became a
        platform for the Zapatista movement.
      


      
        Augusto Pinochet: Leader of the military dictatorship in Chile from
        1974–1990; arrested in the early 2000s for war crimes that included torturing and “disappearing” dissident
        citizens.
      


      
        Arundhati Roy: Indian author and activist best known for her celebrated
        novel The God of Small Things.
      


      
        Jonathan Schell: Writer and reporter for publications including the
        New Yorker and the Nation; recognized for his
        opposition to the Vietnam War, nuclear weapons, and the War on Terror.
      


      
        Olzhas Suleimenov: Kazakh poet who prompted the Nevada-Semipalatinsk
        Anti-Nuclear Movement by reading his anti-nuclear manifesto on national television in 1989.
      


      
        Henry David Thoreau: Author of Walden and
        “Civil Disobedience”; a member of the transcendentalist movement which helped inspire the modern day
        environmental movement.
      


      
        Emiliano Zapata: Mexican revolutionary who fought for agrarian rights at
        the beginning of the 20th century; namesake of the Zapatistas who rebelled against NAFTA in the 1990s.
      

    


    
      
        Direct Quotes and Analysis
      


      
        “The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the
        mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function. One should, for example, be able to see that
        things are hopeless and yet be determined to make them otherwise.”
      


      
        Here, Solnit shares a well-known quote from F. Scott Fitzgerald. The quote serves her thesis well insofar as it
        encourages action motivated by hope, even in the face of despair; it also highlights the idea of looking beyond
        binaries, or at least trying to work with both sides of them instead of completely turning away from one side
        of an issue.
      


      
        “The power of being political [is] a privilege not granted to everyone.”
      


      
        Many residents of the United States opt out of political engagement because they are discouraged,
        disillusioned, or just distracted. It is important to remember that we can lose the privilege to disagree out
        loud and have our voices be heard, not only by becoming subject to a less democratic government, but also by
        being less privileged due to class, race, immigration status, gender, sexuality, etc.
      


      
        “The change that counts in revolution takes place first in the imagination.”
      


      
        In her book, Solnit keeps coming back to cause and effect, and how difficult or even impossible they are to
        trace in activism. This quote speaks to that difficulty, because it implies that revolutions are caused from
        the first by people’s imagination of them. There are qualitative ways to measure that shift in imagination, but
        no official way to collect data on it.
      


      
        “Maybe this is what heroism looks like nowadays: … mostly just painstaking mastery of
        arcane policy, stubborn perseverance year after year for a cause, empathy with those who remain unseen, and
        outrage channeled into dedication.”
      


      
        This quote hearkens to an unsung, everyday-hero form of activism that fits well with the idea of leaderless
        movements. As the Internet becomes the most central platform for organizing, activism is necessarily
        decentralized. It creates room for the voices of many to contribute, and makes it less likely that a singular
        voice will rise to prominence without work and dedication to back it up.
      


      
        “Saving is the wrong word, one invoked over and over again,
        for almost every cause.”
      


      
        It’s common to hear the word “save” in relation to activism, especially environmentalism (save the trees,
        whales, etc.), but in the long run, nothing can be saved indefinitely from the changes wrought by time.
        Instead, Solnit argues, there is prevention—preventing environmental destruction or extinction, preventing war,
        preventing harm—and it must be practiced consistently, not accomplished once and expected to maintain itself.
      


      
        “Our strategies must be more like water itself.” [256]
      


      
        Part of a statement by John Jordan, a London-based activist. This sentence poetically refers to the need for
        modern activists’ strategies to be more fluid and flexible, able to change shapes or states as called for, in
        order to accommodate more people and exist in different environments.
      


      
        “A dying nation, a doomed people, stories that might condemn the past but let us off the
        hook for unfinished conflicts.”
      


      
        This statement refers to the once-common belief that most Native Americans had died off by the second half of
        the 20th century. Even progressives who mourned its implications thought it was true. The indigenous activists
        who prompted the American Indian Movement in the 1970s—and pushed for the level of visibility that Native
        American cultures have now—overcame astounding barriers, like proving they existed at all, let alone deserved
        land and rights.
      

    


    
      
        Trivia
      


      
        	As of October 2016, there are 566
        federally recognized Indian tribes in the United States.


        	Iconic images of Zapatistas during the 1994
        uprising show the revolutionaries wearing bandanas over the lower half of their faces and carrying guns, but
        not all of the guns were functional—some were carried over from the Mexican Revolution in 1910, others were
        carved from wood or cut out of cardboard.


        	DDT, the insecticide whose harmful effects were
        publicized by Silent Spring, is now banned in the United States, and its use is
        restricted around the world due to its lingering effect on the environment and status as a probable carcinogen.
        However, in 2006 the World Health Organization approved and encouraged indoor use of DDT in African countries
        for its ability to prevent the spread of malaria by mosquitoes.


        	The Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty would
        allow nations to retain their nuclear weapon supply and continue to manufacture weapons if they so choose, but
        not to test weapons to see if they will work as intended. The treaty has been open for signature since 1996,
        but it remains unsigned.


        	In the late 1950s and early 1960s, scientists
        needed children’s teeth to conduct tests for nuclear chemicals and find out if fallout from aboveground nuclear
        testing was polluting their milk. Children who donated baby teeth received a button with a gap-toothed boy on
        it saying “I Gave my Tooth to Science.” In 2001, about 85,000 of these teeth were discovered in a basement room
        at Washington University.


        	Lyme disease gets its name from Lyme,
        Connecticut, a suburb where the disease was found to be afflicting a group of people with undiagnosed
        conditions in the 1970s.


        	In 1793, the French Revolutionary Calendar was
        adopted in France. It started on the autumnal equinox, had equally divided months, and had new names for the
        months determined by poets. The clock was also adjusted to have exactly 100,000 seconds per day. Both were
        abolished by Napoleon in 1806.


        	The word “mansplain” is commonly attributed to
        Rebecca Solnit, even though in her essay “Men Explain Things to Me” she did not actually coin the term.


        	The Flavr Savr tomato was the first genetically
        modified food crop to be sold to the general public.


        	While the WTO protests in Seattle were mostly
        peaceful, the media tended to portray them as violent riots. For example, the New York
        Times referred to protesters having tossed Molotov cocktails at cops and later printed a retraction of
        the statement.

      

    


    
      
        What’s That Word?
      


      
        Antidoctrinal: Term used by Charles Derber to describe the current “third
        wave” of activism that is more open to multiple perspectives and, in this way, able to become more powerful.
      


      
        Divestment: The selling off or withdrawal from investments; often demanded
        by activists in cases where corporations or governments are violating human or environmental rights (and
        promised by entities that want to show solidarity with a movement). For example, universities in the US were
        encouraged to divest funds from businesses in South Africa during apartheid; the Rockefeller Foundation
        announced its plans to divest from fossil fuels in 2014.
      


      
        Fourth world: A term used to describe internationally unrecognized nations,
        or those nations that continue to exist within and overlapping officially recognized borders. The Zapatistas
        identified their movement as part of a fourth world uprising.
      


      
        Globalization: The process of transcending national borders to spread
        people, goods, and ideas; usually refers to corporate globalization, in which businesses consolidate and
        privatize across borders. A process promoted by entities such as the WTO and IMF and opposed by global justice
        movement activists.
      


      
        Global justice movement: Used to describe protesters and activists who
        oppose capitalism, neoliberalism, corporate globalization, and other practices that put the rights of corporate
        profit above the rights of humans.
      


      
        Hegemony: Political, economic, or military authority, usually waged by one
        state over another. Associated with the power dynamics of colonialism, neoliberalism, and corporate
        globalization.
      


      
        Horizontilidad (horizontality): Term
        used in Argentina to describe the role of community groups and consensus decision-making spokescouncils that
        take the place of political institutions. Sometimes considered a contemporary or improved term for anarchy.
      


      
        Infighting: Dissent or rivalry among members of the same group that
        prevents the group from reaching its goals. Grassroots movements are often hampered (or at least accused of
        being hampered) by disagreements among activists about how to move forward.
      


      
        Left: Term that dates to the 1790s and the French National Assembly’s
        seating arrangement; its more liberal members sat on the left. Solnit recognizes the drawbacks of this term in
        her notes (binary, historically divisive) and concedes that she uses it as shorthand, anyway.
      


      
        Neoliberalism: A political and economic ideology that seeks to spread
        democracy by pushing free market and free trade policies.
      


      
        Radical: Used to describe more extreme or thorough forms of activism and
        the individuals who practice them; typically used in regard to leftist causes and ideas.
      


      
        Plebiscite: A direct vote by all members of an electorate on an important
        issue, such as a change in a constitution. In 2004, the plebiscite in Uruguay elected a leftist president and
        rejected water privatization.
      


      
        Univocal: Meaning or signifying only one thing. In the case of a univocal
        narrative, everything is only going one way, such as good or bad (as opposed to some of both).
      


      
        Utopia: Term used to describe an imaginary place with perfect social,
        political, and legal systems, taken from Sir Thomas More’s book of the same name. An impossible and therefore
        discouraging goal for activists to seek to achieve.
      

    


    
      
        Critical Response
      


      
        “I think a great deal about what it means to live
        with hope and sincerity in the age of cynicism, about how we can continue standing at the gates of hope as we’re being bombarded with news
        of hopeless acts of violence, as we’re confronted daily with what Marcus Aurelius called the “meddling,
        ungrateful, arrogant, dishonest, jealous, and surly.” I’ve found no more lucid and luminous a defense of hope
        than the one Rebecca Solnit launches in Hope in the Dark: Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities—a slim, potent book
        penned in the wake of the Bush administration’s invasion of Iraq; a book that has grown only more relevant and
        poignant in the decade since.” —Maria Popova, Brain Pickings
      


      
        “This collection of essays is not a fluffy defense of hope that veers toward unfounded optimism, but rather a
        careful consideration of hope’s power to change the world as we now know it.” —Kelly J. Baker, Marginalia
        Review of Books
      


      
        “The voice of Rebecca Solnit, arriving enfolded in an essay about hope … seemed to have everything in it I’ve
        been wanting to say (but, for whatever reason, couldn’t)—or rather everything I’ve been feeling all of us
        needed to hear and hadn’t.” —Tom Engelhardt
      


      
        “Hope in the Dark is a history of under-acknowledged progressive victories and a
        manifesto for hope as fuel for activist change.… Though she calls the book “of its moment” in the preface, for
        many it will feel more relevant than ever before on the precipice of a Trump presidency.” —Claire Fallon,
        Huffington Post
      


      
        “[Author and activist Rebecca Solnit] celebrates a history of political engagement over the past five decades
        and finds strong grounds for optimism.… Solnit explores the progression of social change and makes an
        inspiring, well-argued case for hope.” —Caroline Lucas, Coleader of the Green Party of London and Wales
      


      
        “Activists who feel despondent and or just plain tired will read this book and take heart in our work and find
        purpose in the creative search for a better world. Solnit believes we’ve had many successes; we can and should
        rejoice—and then carry on.” —Theresa Wolfwood, Peace News
      

    


    
      
        About Rebecca Solnit
      


      
        At age 6, Rebecca Solnit abandoned her plans to become a ballet dancer, briefly considered librarianism, and
        finally decided that she would write. She was born in 1961 into a family that she walked away from at age 17,
        but into a city that she still resides in today—San Francisco. After skipping high school and graduating from
        college with a degree in English, she attended UC Berkeley and studied journalism. She was poor, and remembers
        feeling alienated throughout her youth, but by age 22 she held her first editorial job at a music magazine, had
        two pieces of her writing published, and felt like an unlikely success.
      


      
        Solnit’s success has continued to build upon itself as her work spread beyond writing and into a variety of
        other realms. She describes herself primarily as a writer, historian, and activist, but has also been described
        as a geographer, environmentalist, and wanderer. Her activism has included working with the Western Shoshone
        tribe in their land rights struggle and promoting the global peace movement; she has been outspoken about the
        2016 US election and the anti-Dakota Pipeline protests. Solnit has written 17 books on topics ranging from
        feminism to photography, from the history of walking to the aftermath of disasters, from nuclear testing to her
        mother’s struggle with Alzheimer’s. Her writing also appears in a large number of publications, particularly
        Orion magazine and Harper’s, where she is a
        contributing editor. In 2003, she received a Lannan Literary Award.
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        Online
      


      
        “9 Shocking Things You Didn’t Know About the Suffrage Movement.” Early
        Bird Books.
      


      
        “Falling
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        “For Better - Or Worse.”
        The Guardian.
      


      
        “Hope in the
        Dark: Rebeccca Solnit on the Redemptive Radiance of the World’s Invisible Revolutionaries.” Brain Pickings.
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        Books.
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        Books
      


      
        Bury the Chains by Adam Hochschild
      


      
        Faith by Sharon Salzberg
      


      
        Freedom is a Constant Struggle: Ferguson, Palestine, and the Foundations of a
        Movement by Angela Davis
      


      
        The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy
      


      
        Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions by Gloria Steinem
      


      
        Pedagogy of the Oppressed and Pedagogy of Hope by Paulo
        Freire
      


      
        The Principle of Hope by Ernst Bloch
      


      
        Protest at Selma: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by
        David J. Garrow
      


      
        The Sea Around Us by Rachel Carson
      


      
        Silent Springby Rachel Carson
      


      
        The Unconquerable World: Power, Nonviolence, and the Will of the People by Jonathan
        Schell
      


      
        We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
      


      
        Other Books by Rebecca Solnit
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