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			Context

			Though the events in Candice Millard’s Hero of the Empire occurred over a century ago, they have considerable relevance for society today. In many respects, it was a very different world that shaped Winston Churchill, but he, in turn, played an enormous part in the shaping of our modern life. As the publisher’s summary aptly states, “the lessons Churchill took from the Boer War profoundly affect 20th-century history.”

			In 1899, the seminal year in the book, the British Empire covered one-fifth of the world’s land and ruled a quarter of its people. Britain was more or less the de facto leader of the West, if not the world, and saw itself as a beacon of enlightenment and civilization. Churchill became leader of that empire, and saw it through its brave fight against fascism, the beginning of the winding down of empire, and the passing of the mantle to the United States. His actions had great consequences for us, and his early experiences in South Africa helped give him the courage, daring, and confidence in destiny that made him the man he became.

		

	
		
			Overview

			Hero of the Empire by Candice Millard is about the adventurous days of Winston Churchill’s twenties. The story culminated in a daring escape that would catapult him to the heights of a legendary political career that shaped the 20th century. 

			Millard starts with background on Churchill’s famous aristocratic family, including his brilliant but troubled father, his mother the prominent beauty, the legacy of the Dukes of Marlborough, and the effect they had on shaping Churchill. She progresses to young Winston’s early military adventures as an observer in Cuba, as an officer in the Sudan, and on the North-West Frontier Province of India. Millard brings forth Churchill’s (sometimes excessive) daring and bravery, and his firm belief in his own extraordinary destiny. With rich period detail, Millard then describes the events, environment, and characters leading to the Second Boer War in South Africa, the conflict that would finally give Churchill the glory and recognition he sought. We follow Churchill as he resigns from the army, becomes a highly paid correspondent, is captured during a heated battle, and becomes a prisoner of the Boers.

			Millard takes us with Churchill as he chafes at captivity, executes each step of his escape, and is introduced to all those who helped him. We see a breathless British Empire wait for news of their dashing hero. Finally, Churchill receives the adulation he craves as he triumphantly rides to Parliament. We also follow the destinies of some of the other players in the Boer War, notably Louis Botha, the charismatic Boer leader and eventual friend of Churchill, and learn the full scope of consequences brought on by the war for the Republic of South Africa.

		

	
		
			Summary

			Prologue

			Standing outside the prison fence he’s just climbed over, Winston Churchill waits for his comrades-in-arms to join him. Though young, he’s already a veteran of four wars, and his goal of achieving military glory stands firm. When his friends make clear they can’t get out of the prison, however, Churchill faces a situation he never expected: He’s in an enemy land where he doesn’t speak the language, alone, and is carrying no provisions. He doesn’t even know which direction to run. None of this is to big a problem for Churchill. His extraordinary faith in himself is sure to see him through.

			Part One: Pushful, the Younger

			Chapter 1: Death by Inches

			Winston Churchill was fascinated by war from his earliest days. He had an army of 1,500 toy soldiers, and enthusiastically fought and planned imaginary campaigns, hoping one day for the real thing, complete with a reputation for courage and daring. He attended Sandhurst, the Royal Military College, graduating in 1894, in a world where the British Empire covered a fifth of the globe and there was always combat in some part of it. Glory was to be won through medals, but modesty was considered a virtue. Churchill had no desire for the virtue, but he did want the medals. Through a combination of self-promotion and family connections, he saw his first action as a military observer in Cuba. His real education started the next year, on the North-West Frontier Province of India, fighting the ferocious Pashtun tribesmen. The fighting moved to the Hindu Kush mountains the next year, and Winston went with it. There was no room in the expedition for a regular officer, so he went as a combination officer and news correspondent. The unit he was with was attacked and surrounded, but Churchill stood his ground, shooting Pashtuns with a revolver until the relief column arrived. Many were killed, but Churchill was unscathed, and wasn’t at all surprised, as he believed God had greater things for him in mind.

			Chapter 2: The Graven Palm

			The year 1898 was a big year for Churchill. He once again got himself to the forefront of colonial warfare, this time in the Sudan, ending up at the climactic Battle of Omdurman. He shot more than six men in this campaign, but more importantly, wrote a widely renowned book about it, The River War. He began to garner a reputation, and thought about following his father’s footsteps into politics. His father, Lord Randolph Churchill, was the third son of the seventh Duke of Marlborough. The family was spectacularly well connected, but didn’t have much money left. Randolph married an American heiress named Jennie Jerome, who was herself impressive in the realms of looks and charisma, but unfortunately didn’t have as much money as it might have appeared. Randolph had a degree of brilliance, though, and skyrocketed to Chancellor of the Exchequer at the tender age of 37. He then sabotaged himself, and died at the equally tender age of 45. Winston wasn’t close to his father, but he idolized him and wanted to mirror his achievements, if not his mistakes. In debt and wanting to move ahead, Winston resigned his military commission and accepted an offer to run for Parliament.

			Chapter 3: The Scion

			Churchill gave his first political speech—in his campaign for Parliament—in 1899. It was well received, and he loved doing it. Surprisingly, he was not a natural. He had a speech impediment, which he worked long hours to correct, the result of which was his distinctive way of speaking. He also wrote and practiced every element of his speeches carefully, though he delivered them in a calculated manner to feel off the cuff. In spite of his good press and the help of his beautiful, charismatic (and frequently scandalized) mother Jennie, Churchill lost the election to the Liberals. Having resigned from the army, Churchill had no profession to fall back on, but he still had great writing talent and great ambition.

			Chapter 4: Blowing the Trumpet

			Churchill grew up largely at Blenheim Palace, the magnificent estate granted to John Churchill, first Duke of Marlborough, for his victory at Blenheim in 1704. The estate belonged to Winston’s cousin, the current Duke, but Winston was very conscious of the Churchill legacy, of his cousin’s place in Parliament, and of his own father’s early parliamentary start. He felt he was losing time. He was also conscious of growing trouble between the British and the Boers, the Dutch settlers in South Africa. The Dutch had been in South Africa for nearly 300 years, while the British didn’t establish Cape Colony and other coastal enclaves until 1806. At first, the British and the Dutch left each other alone. But the British began moving inland, and, in 1833, they abolished slavery in the Cape. Dutch pioneers left and established the Orange Free State, Natal, and the Transvaal in the interior. The British annexed Natal in 1843; diamond mines were discovered in the Transvaal, and the British annexed that too. This prompted the First Boer War in 1880, which ended, to everyone’s surprise, with a British defeat at Majuba Hill. The British were entirely unwilling to let this result stand, setting the stage for further conflict. Churchill, like most Britons, believed in the might and right of the British Empire, and spoke in favor of war with the Boers. The Boers, for their part, issued an ultimatum to Britain to cease their annexations and encroachments. The British ignored it.

			Therefore, on October 11, 1899, the Boers declared war.

			Part Two: Into Africa

			Chapter 5: “Send Her Victorious”

			Winston may not have launched his political career yet, but his writing landed him an offer to go to South Africa for the Morning Post, a respected paper, as a war correspondent—and the best-paid correspondent in England to boot. In spite of his tendency towards violent seasickness, Winston got on the first and fastest ship he could, taking with him his valet, extensive travelling equipment, and a selection of fine wine. He also carried the portrait of Pamela Plowden, the first great love of his life. Pamela was a social butterfly and had many suitors, of whom Winston was only one. Once on board, Winston wasted no time making the acquaintance of Sir Redvers Buller, the commander in chief, and a number of other senior officers. They were all eager to get to South Africa, as they thought the fighting would be over quickly. They believed the Boers were a gang of untutored bumpkins who would be quickly swept aside by the British juggernaut.

			Chapter 6: “We Have Now Gone Far Enough”

			The Boers may not have had pretty uniforms and the massive logistical might of the British, but they were very serious fighters indeed, and they were very prepared for this war. The Boers were citizen soldiers who had fought Zulu and Xhosa tribesmen their whole lives. They learned to ride and shoot from birth, and in anticipation of war, they’d all been armed with excellent German Mauser rifles. Louis Botha was young for command—37 years old—but his hardiness and keen intelligence marked him out and made him a very popular leader when his commander fell ill. He became one of several Boer commanders who rapidly inflicted a series of embarrassing defeats on the British. The Boers swept into Natal, shooting up a British force near Dundee with great speed and accuracy. Another British force headed for the relative safety of Ladysmith, where Botha also defeated them and pinned them under siege in the town. A British relief force of 20,000 men landed and headed for Estcourt, near Ladysmith, so Botha headed there as well.

			Chapter 7: The Blackest of All Days

			Where the Boers were light and mobile, carrying little on their fast horses and operating on familiar territory, the British were waging a war 7,000 miles from home, and treating it as a European war, complete with heavy artillery, rain gear, tents, and huge amounts of supplies. They shipped 160,000 soldiers and many more non-combatants in to South Africa by March. Churchill wanted none of the British Army’s immobility. He wanted to be at the front, and he used his connections to get on the last train to Natal before the lines were cut.

			Chapter 8: Land of Stone and Scrub

			The train across the Great Karoo Desert got Churchill to East London. He had to take another rough sea voyage to Natal, where he would try to get a train to Ladysmith. He was too late though—Ladysmith was closed off and the train only went as far as Estcourt. Estcourt had great significance for the Boers. There they had defeated the Zulus, the most powerful and militarily organized of the Bantu people the Boers encountered, at the Battle of Blood River in 1838. This allowed the Boers to establish themselves in their new lands, and it was considered almost sacred ground. There were 2,300 British soldiers camped there, with only a few cannons—too few to relieve Ladysmith, and they knew the Boers would attack them eventually. They were also more or less at the end of the line for rail travel, and Churchill ended up amongst them. 

			Part Three: Chance

			Chapter 9: The Death Trap

			Churchill found Estcourt dingy, and had to share a tent with two other journalists. One man, Amery, had been at Harrow with Churchill, worked for a very serious paper, had no sense of humor, and on the whole was not a Churchill fan. The other, Atkins, was an experienced campaigner and found Churchill’s honest ambition somewhat like Teddy Roosevelt’s, and not at all off-putting. Churchill was still itching to get in the thick of things. The only way to get closer to Ladysmith was by armored train out of Estcourt. This was a regular train with boilerplates welded on for protection, and crammed full of British soldiers and an artillery piece. It looked formidable, but since it was on a rail line, the Boers generally knew where it was at any given time. Churchill and the other journalists hitched a ride on this train to Colenso, only 13 miles from Ladysmith, and found it abandoned. Everyone rushed back. 

			Chapter 10: A Pity and a Blunder

			Churchill ran into an old friend, Aylmer Haldane, who was a captain in one of the regiments in Estcourt. Shortly thereafter, the Boers started advancing on the camp. The commander, Colonel Long, dithered about retreating or holding fast, ended up sending his men out in the mud and rain to no effect, and the Boers didn’t attack that day. Churchill and Atkins convinced him to hold his position, but the next day he figured he needed to get news from Ladysmith and sent the armored train to get it. Haldane had the unenviable job of commanding the highly exposed vehicle, and Churchill, wanting to be in the forefront with his friend, went with him.

			Chapter 11: Into the Lion’s Jaws

			The Boers and British had very different views of fighting. Where the British viewed war as a matter of honor and gallantry, the Boers saw it as a grim, practical necessity. The Boers camouflaged themselves, built trenches, small stone shelters (called sangars), and used smokeless powder so they’d be undetectable as they fired from long range. The British had only just abandoned scarlet uniforms and wearing medals into battle, but still attacked in neat, orderly lines, which were highly visible. The armored train Churchill was on was also highly visible. Their engine smoke showed for miles, and Botha knew they were going to Colenso, so he had his men pile stones on the rails to derail the train on its way back. Should his ambush work, he had three thousand men and four field guns waiting for the train when it stopped.

			Chapter 12: Grim Sullen Death

			Boers were spotted along the line, and Haldane decided to head back. Then he got orders via telegraph to wait at the town of Frere, as Boers had been spotted on their return route, and it wasn’t safe. But it was too late; the Boers were already springing their trap. Rapid-firing artillery (pom-pom guns) opened up on them as they returned. Haldane gave the order to speed up. Just as it occurred to Churchill that the Boers might want them to speed up, the train hit the stones on the rail. Everyone was thrown to the floor, and Churchill volunteered to see what happened. The front car was smashed, the armored car was 20 yards away on its side, and the third car was off the rails and blocking the engine. The soldiers who survived the crash were under heavy and accurate Boer fire. The driver wanted to run away, but Churchill convinced him to stay and ram the third car out of the way, clearing a path for the engine. Haldane organized a defense and returned fire, but his men were severely outnumbered and surrounded. For an hour, Churchill ran back and forth, encouraging the driver and giving reports to Haldane. The armored car got uncoupled and a shell hit the engine, setting it on fire. The only option was to get as many men as possible on the engine and run for it. Churchill and Haldane got a number of men on and got the engine moving, but Haldane fell off. Churchill ran back for him and found himself surrounded by Boers. He was ready to fight, but found he had lost his pistol. He had no choice but to surrender.

			Part Four: Prisoners of War

			Chapter 13: To Submit, to Obey, to Endure

			The survivors who made it back were full of stories of Churchill’s courage under fire. Churchill was frustrated, though, knowing he would be unable to fulfill his ambitions as a prisoner of war. He asked to be released as he was a correspondent, not a soldier, but the Boers had all seen him fighting and saving the train. Once they knew his name and realized they had the son of Lord Randolph Churchill, they separated him from the other prisoners. They put him back with the others only when boarding a train for Pretoria. The officer prisoners were put in a first class carriage and were extremely well treated. Churchill found Haldane there, and they began talking about escape, joined by an enlisted man named Brockie who was pretending to be an officer. They kept his secret, as he could speak Dutch and Zulu, and knew the countryside. They thought he would be useful in an escape, but for the time being the Boers were watching them closely. 

			Chapter 14: “I Regret to Inform You”

			As soon as news of Winston’s bravery got out, the papers were full of it. Talk started going around of his political career. Jennie Churchill, meanwhile, threw a lavish benefit party to outfit a hospital ship for South Africa. She had an entirely inappropriate young suitor, disapproved of by both her own family and the Prince of Wales, who was an officer in the army, and when she actually sailed in the ship for which she had fundraised (with a private suite for her), it was unclear who she was going to see.

			 Chapter 15: A City of the Dead

			In Pretoria, the British officers were confined in a former teacher’s college, while the enlisted men were housed in the buildings at an old racetrack. Churchill was briefly put in with the enlisted, as the Boers couldn’t quite figure out his status, but through Haldane’s efforts, he was put back with the officers. The Boers were aware that the British thought them half-savages, and bent over backwards to show how civilized they were. They allowed British prisoners to have their soldier servants, to chart the progress of the war on homemade maps, and to buy supplies and clothes from town. Despite these privileges, Churchill despised captivity and felt his opportunities were slipping away. He wrote letters to Louis de Souza, the Transvaal secretary of state for war, asking for his release as a non-combatant correspondent. The Boers were still mindful of his participation in the train battle and were not about to release him.

			Chapter 16: Black Week

			Churchill made friends with de Souza, who brought him fruit, snuck in whiskey, and arranged meetings to discuss his release. The other guards were not always so pleasant, including one named Malan who was the grandson of Kruger, president of the Transvaal. He enjoyed taunting the prisoners, but Churchill told him that if the British won there would be reprisals, and he left Churchill alone. During this time, the Boer commander was thrown from his horse and subsequently died. Louis Botha was promoted in his place, and he and other Boer commanders inflicted a series of defeats on the British that came to be known as “Black Week.” From December 10–17, 1899, the Boers defeated the British at Stormberg, Magersfontein, and Colenso, inflicting 2,776 casualties. The guards were delighted, but the prisoners were downcast, and a pall fell over Britain. Many wondered if this signaled the end of the Empire. Queen Victoria said it was not, that they would press on. Churchill continued with his efforts at release. He met with Reitz, the Transvaal secretary of state, reiterating his correspondent status. Reitz had gotten reports of Churchill’s action at the train and did not yield, but he did agree to send some articles to the Morning Post for their frustrated young correspondent. Churchill’s last hope for release was a proposed prisoner exchange. When this did not materialize, he realized he’d never be released, and redoubled his resolve to escape.

			Chapter 17: A Scheme of Desperate and Magnificent Audacity

			After pacing around the camp and assessing the guards, Churchill came up with a plan. There were 40 guards for the officers, but only 10 on duty at any time. Churchill’s wild idea was to overwhelm them using dumbbells from the gym, then free the enlisted men at the racetrack. He was a persuasive speaker, but once the other officers heard the details of his plan, they rapidly nixed it. Haldane and Brockie came up with the more rational plan of going over a blind spot in the wall at night, and making for Portuguese East Africa, which was neutral territory. Churchill found out and wanted to go. Brockie didn’t want him to, but Haldane was friends with Churchill and wouldn’t refuse. Churchill was admittedly a liability. Apart from being talkative, he was out of shape, had an injured shoulder, and was prominent so his absence would be quickly noted. Churchill went anyway.

			Chapter 18: “I Shall Go On Alone”

			On December 11, Haldane and Brockie decided to go, but the guard on duty wouldn’t leave the blind spot by the wall, so they had to ditch. Churchill was frantic. The next day the same thing happened, only this time Churchill went to see for himself. The agreement had been that Churchill and Haldane would travel together, but when Churchill, characteristically persistent, went to check, the guard left for a moment, and Churchill saw his chance. He pulled himself over the fence and landed in the garden of a private house. He waited there for the others. The guard came back and prevented Haldane from going. Haldane came back after an hour to whisper through the fence that he couldn’t get out. Churchill couldn’t get back in. “I shall go on alone,” Churchill told Haldane.

			Part Five: In the Heart of the Enemy’s Country

			Chapter 19: Toujours de l’Audace

			Churchill figured he’d be caught, but wanted to give the Boers a run for their money. He decided to be bold. He simply walked out of the garden and through the town until he came to the rail yards. He was totally unprepared, as his friends had the compass, map, food, and medicine they’d stored. He did have a fair amount of money in his pocket, and some bread and chocolate. He knew he’d have to go east, to Portuguese East Africa, but he didn’t know if the train tracks were leading that way. He figured he’d take his chances and jump a train, so he made his way down to a station and waited for one. The trains had become unpredictable with the war, so it was a long wait. When a train did come, Churchill ran up, flung himself into a boxcar, hid behind some coal sacks, and fell asleep. Upon waking, he leapt off having no idea where he was. He did notice that the tracks went toward the rising sun—east, the right direction. Luck was with him. Though not a religious man, he prayed.

			Chapter 20: “To Take My Leave”

			Churchill, amongst his many prison privileges, had contracted with a Boer barber, who came looking for him the next day. Haldane had covered for him by putting a dummy in his bed, but the missed appointment raised alarm. Churchill had left a note praising Boer hospitality, but ending with the aristocratic postscript of “PPC,” or pour prendre congé, “to take my leave.” The Boers were not amused, and issued wanted posters—“dead or alive”—for Churchill. They instituted house-by-house searches in Pretoria, clamped down on communication between the town and prisoners, tightened security, and reduced privileges for the remaining prisoners. Even Boers came under suspicion of hiding Churchill, including his friend de Souza, who had an English wife. The Transvaal government made Churchill’s recapture a priority.

			Chapter 21: Alone

			Churchill was on the right path, but he had a long way to go. He’d jumped off the train (though he didn’t know it at the time), 70 miles out of Pretoria, with 200 miles to go until Portuguese East Africa. He couldn’t risk coming out in the open during daylight, so he hid in the bushes and waited for dark. He was able to find a stream at night to cool the burning thirst he’d built up, but no more trains came—the Boers shut down night service after his escape. Realizing that the rails were closed to him for now, Churchill started walking. He had little food, no water, and was exhausted. He thought his best chance might be finding an African village. The black Africans disliked the British less than the Boers; at least the British had abolished slavery. So when he saw some fires in the distance, he headed for them. The fires he saw from a distance proved not to be an African village, but a coalmine. He was at the end of his tether, and when he saw the door of a small stone house, he knocked.

			Chapter 22: “Wie Is Dar?”

			The man who answered the door spoke in Afrikaans (Boer language), but quickly switched to English. Churchill concocted a story on the fly about being on his way to join the Boer army and falling off a train, but the man didn’t seem to buy it. Churchill decided to come clean. Fortunately for him, the man, John Howard, was English. Many British subjects had been living in the Boer republics, but most were deported when the war started. However, the Boers needed the coalmine, and Howard’s technical skill in running it, so he was allowed to stay and Howard was willing to help. Though most of his mineworkers were British, his household help was Boer, and Boer soldiers had already been around looking for Churchill, so they would have to be careful. Howard and some of his workers hid Churchill in an underground stable for the ponies that pulled the mine carts. Food would be hard to sneak out, but they would do it. For the time being, Churchill had food and shelter.

			Chapter 23: An Invisible Enemy

			December 15 saw the culmination of early British disasters. Sir Redvers Buller commanded the British forces attack at Colenso in an effort to relieve Ladysmith. The 16,000 soldiers attacked in perfectly formed lines across the plains, while Botha’s numerically inferior, but well camouflaged Boers, waited for them in the hills. The British opened with a spectacular artillery barrage, which had little impact, as they didn’t know where the Boers were. The main attack ran into a hail of gunfire, Colonel Long advanced his artillery too far and lost some guns, and General Hart, on the left flank, advanced his men into a bulge, or salient, that exposed his men to fire from three sides. The British took heavy casualties with no result, the day was an unmitigated disaster, and Buller retreated. For the Boers, the day was a stunning victory, and President Kruger declared a Boer day of prayer. 

			Chapter 24: The Light of Hope

			Buller didn’t just lose a battle, he lost his nerve. He urged General White to surrender Ladysmith. White was outraged and refused to do any such thing. But Buller’s despair did spread temporarily, to be rapidly replaced by a new resolve. The War Office replaced Buller with General Lord Frederick Roberts, highly competent and still full of fire at age 67. Inspiring posters went up all over Britain, volunteers for the war hit an all time high, and Queen Victoria knit scarves and sent chocolates to the boys in South Africa. But while the Boers had a visible hero in the handsome, smart, and brave Botha, the British did not. Buller had failed and Roberts was still untested. So they looked to the intrepid young man who had dared to break out of a Boer POW camp: Winston Churchill. The whole Empire waited to hear the progress of his escape. Of course, Churchill didn’t know this as he waited in the darkness down in the mine. Howard scared the Africans away from the area by telling them it was haunted by malign spirits, and two Scottish workers took Churchill on a tour of the mine to raise his spirits, but the darkness and confinement were getting to him. In addition, Boer patrols were nosing around. They needed a plan to get him out soon.

			Chapter 25: The Plan

			Howard moved Churchill to a spare room in Howard’s office, and arranged a secret knock. Churchill still couldn’t move around, but comforted himself with reading, which had been a solace to him since his rather lonely school days. He became, and continued to be, a voracious reader. While Churchill read, Howard came up with a plan. Charles Burnham owned the mine store, but he also had a business buying and shipping wool to the coast. Howard figured Burnham could put Churchill in with the wool and ship him to Portuguese East Africa. Burnham immediately agreed. Churchill became anxious again as his role was entirely passive, but he appreciated the risks others were taking for him and cooperated. The Boers came looking for Churchill again, but Howard stalled and placated them. All was ready.

			Chapter 26: The Red and the Blue

			On December 19, 1899, at 2:00 a.m., Churchill scrambled into a hole between the wall of a boxcar and a bale of wool. Burnham rode on the same train, to smooth out any difficulties or delays, generally with well-placed bribes. While Churchill was crammed into his hole with ample food, whiskey, and a pistol, Burnham had to apply bribes at a number of stops, to keep the train moving along at a good pace and to avoid getting sidetracked. At one of these stops, he heard a rumor that Churchill had passed through earlier, disguised as a Catholic priest. Howard had taken a train in the opposite direction, to Pretoria, and he heard some odd Churchill news, too. He was shown a British prisoner that the Boer guard swore was Churchill. Howard of course, said nothing. At Komatipoort, the last stop before Portuguese East Africa, Burnham applied his bribes once more, this time to keep the train from being inspected, while Churchill waited in anxious silence. But the next day, he saw Portuguese uniforms through a crack in the boxcar, as well as the sign for Ressano Garcia, the first stop over the border. He screamed for joy, and fired his pistol in the air.

			Churchill was across the border, but not yet in Lourenço Marques, at the coast, where he needed to find the British consul. Burnham was not allowed to ride in the same train anymore, nor could he bribe anyone to speed things along, but he went to extract Churchill the minute his own train pulled in. He couldn’t be seen with Churchill, as he still lived and worked in Transvaal, but he had Churchill follow him to the British Consulate. There, the sooty, coal-covered hero demanded to be let out at once. As soon as they heard his name in the consulate, he was.

			Epilogue

			Churchill was greeted in Durban by a flag-waving, hero-worshipping throng who demanded a speech and Churchill obliged. Afterward he set off for the front, where he asked permission to not only work as a correspondent, but to, once again, have a military commission. Subsequently, as lieutenant in the South African Light Horse, Churchill fought in the Battle of Spion Kop, and rode in triumph at the head of the column that relieved Ladysmith. He was also there when the British army took Pretoria, and he took great pleasure in liberating the British POWs. Haldane and Brockie were no longer there, having escaped by hiding under the floorboards and waiting until the camp moved. In June 1900, after having fought in one last battle, Churchill headed home. The major fighting was over, and what remained for the British was anti-guerilla activity against Boer “die-hard” commandos, for which Churchill had nothing but distaste. Walter Kitchener, who took over after Roberts left, performed this duty with great effectiveness but also great brutality. He burned Boer farms, rounded up the families, and put them in concentration camps. This denied sustenance to the guerillas and ended opposition, but poor sanitation killed 26,000 civilians in the camps, not to mention approximately 20,000 Africans. In the fall of 1902, ten Boer leaders, including Louis Botha, met Kitchener to sign the Treaty of Vereeniging and end hostilities. The British annexed the Boer republics, but did agree to pay compensation for lost farms.

			Churchill received a hero’s welcome upon his return to England in 1900, and went to Oldham to tell the tale of his escape. This time, popularity swept him into Parliament and launched a career that helped shape the 20th century. Churchill did not marry Pamela Plowden, the previous object of his affections, though he did keep up a lifelong correspondence with her. Six years later, he married Clementine Hozier. 

			Churchill did not forget those who had helped him, and sent eight gold watches to Howard in South Africa, each inscribed, “from Winston S. Churchill in recognition of timely help afforded him in his escape from Pretoria during the South African War, Dec. 13, 1899.” Churchill also advocated friendship and reconciliation with the Boers. He followed through on a personal level, and when he met Louis Botha in 1903 the two became great friends. Botha was elected Prime Minster of the Transvaal in 1907, and on an official visit, when he met Jennie Churchill with her son, he explained the bond between them as thus: “He and I have been out in all weathers.”

		

	
		
			Timeline

			1895: Churchill serves as a military observer in Cuba.

			1897: Churchill sees fighting with the Malakand Field Force.

			1898: Churchill sees fighting in the Sudan.

			1899: Churchill’s failed bid for Parliament.

			October 1899: Following the Parliament race, Churchill becomes a war correspondent in South Africa.

			November 1899: Caught in ambush by Boers and taken prisoner.

			December 1899: Churchill escapes.

			1900: Churchill re-enlists to fight in South Africa, where the British eventually triumph. He returns home a hero and is elected to Parliament.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Louis Botha: Boer military commander, later the first prime minister of the Union of South Africa. He and his men captured the armored train carrying Churchill and Haldane. He later became friends with Churchill. Brave, handsome, intelligent, and charismatic, he was enormously popular amongst the Boers, and liked even by the British

			Lady Randolph Churchill: Winston’s mother, Jennie. She was a somewhat scandalous figure who fell into a relationship with a much younger man after her husband’s death. In spite of—and perhaps because of—the public disapproval of the match, she later married him.

			Winston Churchill (Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill): Son of Lord Randolph Churchill, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Jennie Jerome, American socialite. Trained soldier, adventurer, talented writer and correspondent, budding politician, and, later the United Kingdom’s most famous prime minister. A great believer in his own destiny, avid reader and writer, and conversationalist, he could be irritating. Yet his talents often lived up to his belief in himself.

			Aylmer Haldane: Captain in the British Army, later general, and friend of Churchill’s and facilitator of his escape.

			John Howard: Mine manager in South Africa. Took enormous personal risks to hide and help Churchill in his escape to neutral–Portuguese South Africa.

			Sir Redvers Buller: General commanding British forces at the beginning of the Boer War. Personally brave and steadfast, Buller failed to adapt to the necessities of modern warfare, choosing not to adopt tactics that reflected accurate long-range weapons and fluid warfare. He helped Churchill get to the front and later regain his commission.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“‘There is no ambition I cherish so keenly, as to gain a reputation for personal courage.’”

			Churchill said this after his actions with the Malakand Field Force. He was brave there, and continued to be, both on and off the battlefield, making decisions as well as taking actions that required great courage. He seems to have understood early on that such courage was highly valued in the British Empire and in his society, and he would need it in order to achieve everything he wished.

			“‘I do not believe the Gods would create so potent a being as myself for so prosaic an ending.’”

			Another early reflection of Churchill’s—he was not a religious man, but he obviously had a highly developed sense of his own destiny. It may have contributed to his physical courage that he believed he was destined for great things, and could not possibly fall in some little skirmish in a dingy corner of the empire. This, of course, became a self-fulfilling prophecy.

			“‘Winston has spent the best years of his life composing his impromptu speeches.’”

			F. E. Smith, first Earl of Birkenhead, a fellow politician and close friend of Churchill, said this. The quote gives an interesting insight. The apparent ease with which Churchill spoke was part of an aristocratic mask he wore. Churchill in fact worked very hard at his speeches and witticisms, not to mention at overcoming his early speech impediment.

			“‘It is a pity that you have got yourself so talked about—& remember you are not 25!’”

			This note from Winston to his mother, Jennie, demonstrates very clearly that even though he was willing to be controversial himself, he wasn’t keen on controversy coming from his family, and was certainly aware of Victorian proprieties. Jennie was involved with a much younger (and not very bright) man, and Winston did not approve.

			“As is often true, with great wealth came great trouble.” 

			Candice Millard’s reflection encapsulates the main cause of the Boer War. The discovery of gold and diamond mines in the Boer republics made them suddenly of great interest to the British Empire.

			“‘We are not interested in the possibilities of defeat. They do not exist.’”

			This quote from Queen Victoria expresses the renewed British determination after a series of defeats in Africa. Churchill would echo this bulldog tenacity during WWII, when it was Britain’s turn to be the underdog.

			“‘In these spheres of action one cannot tell without a trial.’”

			Here Winston was talking about the unknown possibilities inherent in his escape. But his confidence and belief in trying, in seeing what would work through action, was his companion in all things.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					Churchill picked up his cigar habit while he was a young military observer with the Spanish Army in Cuba. Cuban cigars were as popular then as they are today.

					Another British subject who was active on the battlefield in South Africa during the Boer war was a young Mohandas Gandhi. He organized a stretcher corps for the British Army, and he and his men showed great courage and compassion while rescuing large numbers of the wounded under heavy fire.

					It was thought for some time that Lord Randolph, Winston’s brilliant but erratic father, died of syphilis. This has come in to question, and it is now thought that he may have had a left-brain tumor. 

					Lord Roberts, the replacement for Sir Redvers Buller as commander in chief in South Africa, was W. S. Gilbert’s (of “Gilbert and Sullivan” fame) model for “The Modern Major General.”

					The British Empire, at its height, was the largest the world had seen. Geographically, it was 5 times larger than the Roman Empire, and included one quarter of the world’s people.

					While with the Malakand Field Force, though well aware of the accuracy and range of Pashtun riflemen, Churchill purchased and rode a magnificent gray horse to make himself more conspicuous.

					Before he gave his first political speech, Churchill went to a famous palm reader named Charlotte Robinson. This was considered a respectable “pseudo-science” at the time. She was also Oscar Wilde’s medium. She saw a remarkable future for Churchill and wanted to write about it, but he declined.

					Churchill may have been the highest paid war correspondent in South Africa, but he had very talented competition. Rudyard Kipling, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and Edgar Wallace (who later wrote “King Kong”) also worked in this capacity.

					Louis Botha, though a symbol of that the Dutch-descended Boers held dear, was actually descended from French stock. His ancestors were Huguenots (French Protestants) who came to the Cape in the 1680s.

					Colonel (later General) Robert Baden-Powell, commander of the garrison at Mafeking, which was under siege by the Boers at the same time, went on to found the Boy Scouts.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Assegai: An iron-tipped, hardwood spear used chiefly by southern African peoples.

			Batman: A soldier or airman assigned to a commissioned officer as a personal servant.

			iKlwa: A weapon used by the Zulu, which was a redesign of the assegai, making the spear heavier and adding a broad blade.

			Kraal: Traditional African village of huts, typically surrounded by a fence.

			Kopje: A small hill in a generally flat area.

			Lyddite: A high explosive containing picric acid, chiefly used in British artillery shells prior to and during World War I. 

			Pom-poms: A relatively new weapon at the time, pom-poms were automatic cannons that fired at a much faster rate than other guns. The Boers used them against the armored train Churchill was trying to defend.

			Tokoloshe: A small, evil spirit of Zulu myth. John Howard convinces his workers that there is one of these haunting the mine where Churchill hides.

			Voortrekker: Afrikaans and Dutch for pioneer, it refers to those Boers who fled the British-controlled Cape Colony and settled the interior in the 1830s and ’40s.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					A New York Times bestseller

					A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2016

					A Washington Post Notable Book of 2016

			

			“Millard’s book tells of just one episode in his life. Churchill himself has recounted it, and so have other participants, but it makes a gripping story, and this version casts an interestingly oblique light on Churchill’s personality, and on a traumatic war.” —The Guardian

			“What’s striking is the high volume of evidence Ms. Millard has compiled to show how unswervingly he believed in his own majestic destiny more than 40 years before he fulfilled it, and how early this belief began to appear, like the first visible outlines on a Polaroid.” —The New York Times

			“Millard … ably weaves a seamless and gripping narrative of the future statesman’s early career and involvement in the Boer War (1899–1902).” —Kirkus Reviews

			“Millard has taken a well-known piece of Churchilliana and skillfully turned it into a large historical narrative. Using many unpublished sources, she weaves into a nail-biting escape story a larger picture of Africa at the cusp of the 20th century. Her eye for humanising detail, her vivid topographical descriptions and her keen awareness of the realities (and surrealities) of war come together in a truly fascinating book.” —The Financial Times

			“Millard (Destiny of the Republic) takes a relatively minor episode in the life of Winston Churchill—his escape from prison during the Boer War—and makes hay with it, painting young Churchill as a brilliant soldier, talented raconteur, and politician in waiting.” —Publishers Weekly

			“Millard zeroes in on the epic beginnings of an epic public life, in which the aristocratic Churchill ultimately led his country to victory against Hitler in World War II. But first he had to prove his worth on the regional battlefields of the Edwardian era.” —USA Today

		

	
		
			About Candice Millard

			Candice Millard gained her experience as a writer and editor for National Geographic. Deciding to try writing about history, she has carved a unique niche in finding less well known, but seminal events that shaped the lives or events surrounding historical figures. Her first book, The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey, was a New York Times bestseller and was named one of the best books of the year by the New York Times and a number of other prestigious papers. Millard’s second book, Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine & the Murder of a President, rose to number five on the New York Times bestseller list and has been named a best book of the year by the New York Times as well. Destiny of the Republic won the Edgar Award for Best Fact Crime, the PEN Center USA award for Research Nonfiction, the One Book - One Lincoln Award, the Ohioana Award, and the Kansas Notable Book Award. 

			Candice Millard lives in Kansas City, with her husband and three children.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“Anglo-Boer War. A Black Week for the British Army.” YouTube.

			“Best-selling Author Candice Millard On The Making Of Winston Churchill.” Diane Rehm.

			“The Daring Exploits of a Young Winston Churchill.” Youtube.

			“Even When He Was in His 20s, Winston Churchill Was Already on the Verge of Greatness.” Smithsonian Magazine.

			“Winston Churchill and the Boer War.” C-SPAN.

			“Winston Churchill's great escape.” MPR News.

			“The Young Churchill.” The International Churchill Society.

			Books

			Ashes and Blood: The British Army in South Africa 1795–1914 by Peter B. Boyden, Alan J. Guy, and Marion Harding

			Anglo-Boer Wars: The British and the Afrikaners 1815–1902 by Michael Barthorp

			Baden-Powell at Mafeking by Duncan Grinnell-Milne

			The Boer War by Denis Judd and Keith Surridge

			The Boer War by Thomas Pakenham

			Boer War: Ladysmith and Mafeking by H. M. Stationary Office

			Boers in War, The Story of the British-Boer War of 1899–1902, As Seen From the Boer Side, with a Description of the Men and Methods of the Republican Armies by Howard C. Hillegas

			Cassell’s History Of The Boer War 1899–1901 by Richard Danes

			Churchill in Africa by Brian Roberts

			Commando: A Boer Journal of the Boer War by Deneys Reitz

			Dinner with Churchill

			The Great Boer War by Arthur Conan Doyle

			The Great Anglo-Boer War by Byron Farwell

			Ladysmith by Giles Foden

			Mafeking, a Victorian Legend by Brian Gardner

			The Siege of Ladysmith by Gerald Sharp

			Thank God We Kept The Flag Flying: The Siege and Relief of Ladysmith 1899–1900 by Kenneth Griffith

			The War Correspondents by Raymond Sibbald

			Churchill in Africa: London to Ladysmith via Pretoria; Ian Hamilton’s March, by Winston Spencer Churchill

			Other Books by Candice Millard

			The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey

			Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine & the Murder of a President
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