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			Context

			Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, John Berendt’s nonfiction account of the years he spent in Savannah, Georgia, occupies a unique place in American literature. Part true crime, part travelogue, it’s a hard book to categorize—though not, apparently, to sell. More than 20 years after its original publication in 1994, Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil remains one of the longest-standing New York Times bestsellers ever, having spent a record four years on the nonfiction hardcover list. 

			The book has its origins in the mid-1980s, when Berendt began splitting his time between New York, where he wrote and edited for publications including Esquire and New York, and Savannah, Georgia, the small Southern city that had kindled his imagination since he was a child. Over 8 years, Berendt gets to know an eccentric assortment of Savannah residents, several of whom feature centrally in his book. One of Berendt’s most remarkable Savannahian friends was Jim Williams, a local businessman whose murder trial and three retrials captured the city’s attention for years. 

			But the book’s true central character is the city of Savannah itself. A genteel yet isolated backwater, the humid charm of Savannah permeates Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. Berendt’s depiction of the city enthralled his readers: Tourism in Savannah exploded after Midnight’s publication, and residents of the old port city took to calling it simply “The Book.” The city gained even more exposure after Clint Eastwood’s 1997 film adaptation, starring John Cusack and Kevin Spacey, hit theaters. Readers continue to discover Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil decades after its publication: To date, The Book has sold approximately 5 million copies worldwide. 

		

	
		
			Overview

			Captivated by the beautiful, insular city of Savannah, Georgia, and restless in his life as a magazine writer in New York, John Berendt decides to experiment with a new living situation: While keeping his home in New York, he engages in month-long sojourns to Savannah. He plans to observe the city and take copious notes—and for eight years, he does just that. The result of his experiment is Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, a novelistic account of the real-life people, places, and events—including murder—that comprised his adventures in Savannah. 

			Part One, which constitutes the first half of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, provides an introduction to the unusual characters, courtly but isolated culture, and physical beauty of Savannah, Georgia. The book opens with Berendt meeting with Jim Williams, a Savannah bon vivant who made his fortune collecting antiques, and who resides in a fabulous mansion called Mercer House. Berendt is intrigued—especially when he meets Danny Hansford, an alluring but violent young man who apparently works for Williams in some mysterious capacity.

			In the subsequent chapters of Part One, Berendt describes the events leading up to that first meeting in Mercer House. Berendt bases his part-time Savannah residence in an old carriage house and settles in to Savannah. He admires the city’s antebellum architecture and meets some of its noteworthy characters. His new acquaintances include a charming, raffish sybarite named Joe Odom; Lady Chablis, a compelling black drag queen; and Luther Driggers, a possibly insane inventor. Part One ends with a shocking piece of news: Jim Williams has shot and killed Danny Hansford.

			Part Two follows the many trials of Jim Williams, who is charged with first-degree murder. Hansford, it comes out, was a male hustler and Williams’s lover. The defense faces a challenging case—not only is the nature of Williams and Hanford’s relationship wrong in the eyes of many Savannah jurors, Williams’s version of the shooting doesn’t fit with the physical evidence. Williams is found guilty; a few months later, the Georgia Supreme Court overturns the ruling. The same thing happens in the second trial: A guilty verdict followed by a reversal. A third trial ends in mistrial; and at the conclusion of the fourth and final trial, Williams is acquitted. He credits his own powers of mental concentration and the spiritual interventions of Minerva, a voodoo witch doctor he hired to influence the trial in his favor. 

			Berendt follows Williams’s legal troubles over the years while keeping up with the myriad other scandals and dramas of Savannah society. Williams dies in Mercer House only six months after his acquittal, but Berendt reflects that Savannah goes on in much the same way it always did: genteel, lovely, and closed off from the rest of the world. 

		

	
		
			Summary

			Part One

			John Berendt eases into his part-time life in Savannah, meeting Savannah’s wild and wonderful inhabitants while getting to know the city’s culture, architecture, and history. 

			 Chapter 1: An Evening in Mercer House

			Berendt visits wealthy Savannah socialite Jim Williams at his home, an Italianate mansion known as Mercer House. Unlike Savannah’s “old money” gentlemen, Williams is a self-made man: Born into a working-class family, he made his fortune dealing antiques and restoring old houses. Every year Williams hosts an exclusive Christmas party regarded as the event of the season by Savannah socialites, many of whom curry favor with Williams all year in order to secure an invitation. Williams gives Berendt a tour of Mercer House, pointing out the antique treasures he has acquired, and fills Berendt in on Savannah lore and intrigues. 

			Williams is an eccentric. He believes in the actualizing power of mental focus; he practices his own powers of concentration with dice, willing them to fall a certain way. During Berendt’s visit, one strange event occurs: A young man bursts drunkenly into Mercer House, demands money, and slams out in a rage. Williams refers to the stranger as Danny Hansford, an employee, but offers Berendt no further explanation. He does, however, invite Berendt to his next Christmas party.

			Need to Know: Great wealth and great eccentricity are to be found in the gossip-rich locale of Savannah, Georgia—and the two qualities meet in Jim Williams, a businessman whose fabulous public persona conceals an enigmatic private life. 

			Chapter 2: Destination Unknown

			Berendt’s love for Savannah started in New York, where he has worked for years as a magazine writer. Instead of using his spare money on dining out in New York, Berendt and a few friends begin buying cheap airfares. One weekend, Berendt flies into Charleston alone and drives down the coast to Savannah, where an acquaintance named Miss Mary Harty shows him around. He admires the city’s many wide squares and gorgeous antebellum architecture. Beguiled by the city, Berendt decides to make it his second home—he’ll continue his regular life in New York and fly to Savannah on the weekends. He spends more and more time in Savannah over the next 8 years, immersing himself in the city’s history, its various social circles, and one particular murder case.

			Need to Know: Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil has its genesis in a pleasure trip to Savannah, Georgia. There, John Berendt found a gorgeous city full of quirky people and juicy happenings. 

			Chapter 3: The Sentimental Gentleman 

			Berendt explores the city and learns more about its history: Once the world’s leading cotton port, Savannah is now a genteel, but isolated, city of 150,000 people.

			Berendt sets up his part-time home in Savannah on the second floor of a carriage house. Down the street, people come and go incessantly from a yellow stucco house; music emanates from the yellow house at all hours. One evening a voluptuous blonde woman comes to Berendt’s door asking for ice. She introduces herself as Mandy—she lives in the yellow house with her fiancé, Joe Odom. Odom is a thrice-married former lawyer who spends his days and nights drinking, carousing, and playing Johnny Mercer tunes on the piano. Odom welcomes Berendt to Savannah, offers him a drink, and bums twenty dollars off him before the night is through. 

			Need to Know: Joe Odom, “the sentimental gentleman from Georgia,” is a true Savannah character: A hard-drinking, chivalrous man with a great love for music and a talent for mischief. 

			Chapter 4: Settling In

			Berendt becomes acquainted with several more of Savannah’s quirky inhabitants. He buys furniture from a junkshop salesman who wears makeup on only half his face and keeps the made-up side turned away from the store owner at all times. Berendt observes a black man and a white woman jogging separately at the park every day at the same time—he infers a romance, but learns from Odom that interracial relationships are still taboo in Savannah. Berendt also notices a well-dressed black man who walks what seems to be an invisible dog each day; he learns that the man collects $10 every month from the estate of the dog’s now-dead owner. The estate’s executor is in on the joke. 

			Berendt also learns more about Joe Odom. Odom was once wealthy, but he defaulted on a construction loan he took out to convert a hotel into apartments. Odom now rents the house he used to own and makes money by hosting lunches for Savannah tour groups. 

			Need to Know: The small city of Savannah, isolated from the rest of the country and comfortable in its old, courtly ways, is an environment friendly to oddballs and peculiarities.  

			Chapter 5: The Inventor

			Berendt takes to dining at Clary’s, a local restaurant. At Clary’s he meets Savannahians and picks up local gossip. He meets Luther Driggers, Savannah’s resident inventor; rumor has it that Driggers plans to poison Savannah’s water supply. Some years earlier, Driggers invented the technology for the flea collar, but another man stole his idea and patented it. Driggers is known as an oddball—he “walks” flies by attaching them to strings and tying the strings to his lapels. He also tries to come up with new inventions, including fluorescent goldfish for cocktail-lounge aquariums. 

			Berendt goes out one night with Luther Driggers and his girlfriend Serena Dawes, a once-gorgeous widow of a steel millionaire. Driggers tests out his goldfish in one bar’s fish tank, but the sight of the fish’s glowing innards disgusts the patrons. Driggers invites Berendt back to his apartment. There, Driggers shows off a bottle of sodium fluoroacetate, a powerfully lethal poison, and Berendt realizes that the rumors about Driggers may be true after all. 

			Need to Know: The story of Luther Driggers, the mad inventor—and his possible plan to poison all of Savannah by contaminating the water supply—is a staple piece of Savannah lore. But the story may hold more truth than Savannahians know. 

			Chapter 6: The Lady of Six Thousand Songs

			Berendt meets an elderly woman named Emma Kelly at Joe Odom’s house one day. Kelly is a piano player, beloved by people all over the state of Georgia. For 40 years she’s spent her days driving back and forth across the state, playing at bars, churches, parties, clubs, weddings, graduations, and reunions. She once befriended Johnny Mercer, the famous songwriter and Savannah native. Mercer estimated the number of songs in Kelly’s head at about 6,000. 

			Kelly and Joe Odom open a nightspot together called Emma’s—Kelly plays the piano and sings while Odom tends the bar. The bar is a success, as Emma Kelly’s fans come each night to drink and hear her play. 

			Need to Know: Music is a fixture in Savannah’s culture, as it is the natural accompaniment to any night of drinking, dancing, or general carousing. And where there’s music, there’s often Emma Kelly, the “lady of six thousand songs.”

			Chapter 7: The Grand Empress of Savannah

			Joe Odom has to move out of his yellow house—he’s never paid rent, and besides, it burned down. Missing the constant hubbub once Joe has left for a different neighborhood, Berendt decides to buy a car in order to explore Savannah. He chooses a beat-up 1973 Pontiac Grand Prix. Berendt’s new ride leads to a friendship with Lady Chablis, a beautiful black woman who asks him for a ride home from her hormone injection appointment one day. 

			Lady Chablis grew up with the name Frank. A transgender woman, she’s a celebrated fixture at the local drag show. Berendt attends her show one night. Chablis’s act is a rousing success, but she quits when her boss refuses to pay her what she says she’s owed. With the help of friends and admirers, Chablis takes her costumes out of the dressing room and dances out of the club and down the street, with a crowd following behind. 

			Need to Know: The Lady Chablis, an ostentatious and charismatic drag performer, is “the grand empress of Savannah.” 

			Chapter 8: Sweet Georgia Brown’s 

			Joe Odom and Mandy establish an 1890s-themed bar named Sweet Georgia Brown’s. Odom left Emma’s in order to prevent his creditors from going after it, and now he and Mandy are preparing to open the doors of their new bar. Odom has moved into yet another house, and continues hosting tour groups and nonstop parties. Berendt watches as Odom writes checks to the carpenters and builders, who seem to trust Odom (though Berendt wonders why, as Odom has a notorious history of bouncing checks). Odom chastises Berendt for the company he’s been keeping in Savannah: for starters, there’s the maybe-homicidal inventor and the black drag queen. Berendt reassures Odom that he’s about to make a respectable new acquaintance: Jim Williams, sole resident of Mercer House. 

			Need to Know: Berendt has now brought readers up to speed on everything that preceded his meeting with Jim Williams at Mercer House. As a part-time Savannah resident, he’s met a strange and colorful assortment of Savannah’s varied social sets.

			Chapter 9: A Walking Streak of Sex

			A beautiful young art student named Corrine tells Berendt more about Danny Hansford, Jim Williams’s mysterious young acquaintance, with whom she once spent a wild afternoon. Corrine ran into Danny for the first time on the street outside of Mercer House. Danny, cocky and eager to impress, invites her inside and gives her a tour of the house as if he owns it. They have sex in the upstairs bedroom. When Jim Williams comes home, Danny grows sullen and stalks outside. Corinne follows. Danny drives her down the coast in his black Camaro. They drink and talk, and Danny grows irrationally jealous when Corinne speaks to other men. He drives her back to Bonaventure Cemetery, where they have sex again. Back in the Camaro, Danny asks Corinne to marry him. She laughs—they only just met! Her answer enrages Danny, and he begins to drive recklessly. Corinne, frightened, wonders whether he means to crash and kill them both. But the police pull them over and arrest Danny; Corinne, shaken, never sees him again. 

			Need to Know: Danny Hansford, who works for Jim Williams in some mysterious capacity, is charming, wild, handsome, and volatile—he is, according to Corinne, a “walking streak of sex.” 

			Chapter 10: It Ain’t Braggin’ If Y’Really Done It

			Berendt meets Lee Adler, Jim Williams’s neighbor and nemesis. Like Williams, Adler was instrumental in the preservation and revitalization of Savannah’s historic district. Unlike Williams, Adler set up a “revolving fund”: He bought the old houses and sold them to buyers who promised to restore them rather than restore them himself. Adler shows Berendt his newest project, affordable housing for poor blacks in Savannah’s Victorian district. 

			A week later, Berendt attends a meeting of the exclusive Savannah Married Woman’s Card Club. There, he learns that Adler didn’t tell him the whole story. Adler’s autocratic behavior led to his humiliating expulsion from the Historic Savannah preservationist group; he didn’t leave on his own, as he told Berendt. One man at the club meeting speculates that Adler seeks recognition for his preservationist efforts because he feels slighted by Savannah society for his Jewish heritage. 

			Need to Know: Housing preservation in Savannah is fraught with tension and strife. The beautiful old houses of downtown Savannah were once in disrepair—but it’s debatable whether Lee Adler, who is a controversial figure among elite, conservative Savannahians, deserves the credit for the restoration of the city’s downtown. 

			Chapter 11: News Flash 

			Berendt begins spending more time in Savannah than he spends in New York. Chablis has taken her act on the road—she tours clubs in Augusta, Columbia, Jacksonville, and Atlanta. She returns to Savannah between gigs to freshen her wardrobe and receive her weekly hormone shot. When she’s in town, Berendt drives her back home from the doctor’s office—she calls him her chauffeur. One afternoon, Chablis breaks some shocking news to Berendt: Jim Williams has shot and killed Danny Hansford, and the authorities are charging Williams with murder. 

			Need to Know: After half a year of living part-time in Savannah, Berendt has met a cast of colorful characters, soaked up the city’s history, and become familiar with local gossip and legends. Now, Jim Williams’s shooting of Danny Hansford jolts Savannah out of its peaceful complacency. 

			Part Two

			The book’s second half covers the events surrounding Jim Williams’s four trials for the murder of Danny Hansford. 

			Chapter 12: Gunplay

			The circumstances surrounding Williams’s shooting of Hansford slowly come to light. Williams claims self-defense: On the night of the shooting, says Williams, Hansford went into a rage, destroyed some of Williams’s antiques, and then fired three shots at Williams while Williams was seated at his desk. The shots missed and then the gun jammed, giving Williams time to get another gun from his desk drawer and shoot Hansford dead.

			The killing captivates Savannah, as does the revelation of Williams’s sexual relationship with Hansford, who was a male hustler. Still, most of Williams’s friends believe the charges will be dropped—Hansford was notoriously violent, after all, and Williams is wealthy and respected. But a month after the shooting, a Savannah grand jury indicts Williams on the charge of first-degree murder after the testimony of Savannah’s new district attorney, Spencer Lawton. 

			Need to Know: Jim Williams’s shooting of Danny Hansford reveals the dark side of Williams’s private life—it appears that he paid Hansford in part, at least, for sex. Though many Savannahians assumed the case would be dismissed—it seemed a clear case of self-defense—the indictment suggests that the physical evidence tells a more complicated story than Williams revealed. 

			Chapter 13: Checks and Balances

			Joe Odom must move yet again. He has been living in an empty house on Liberty Street—the realtor went on a six-month vacation, and Odom moved in to the empty house while he was away. But the realtor is due back tomorrow, so Odom spends a long day vacating and cleaning the house. 

			Odom has also been in trouble for writing bad checks during the construction of his bar, Sweet Georgia Brown’s. He went to court, but convinced the plaintiffs—whom he knows, and who are mostly friends of his—that he had written the bad checks unknowingly. The judge lets him off on the condition that he pays the $18,000 he owes. Odom gets lucky: A rich young couple, frequenters of Sweet Georgia Brown’s, loan him the money. He finds another house to live in, a beautiful old mansion whose landlord knows and approves of Odom’s fondness for parties and tour buses. 

			Need to Know: With charm, luck, and very few scruples, Joe Odom manages to live for free and evade jail time. Despite several close calls with the law, life is good for Odom. 

			Chapter 14: The Party of the Year

			Though many Savannahians assume that Jim Williams would not throw his Christmas party under the shadow of his murder indictment, engraved invitations arrive in the mailboxes of Savannah’s elite. Instead of wondering who has been invited, the Savannahians wonder who will go—is it in bad taste for Williams to throw a Christmas party so soon after being accused of murder? 

			Williams is pleased with the turnout: Those of his friends who are secure enough to publicly support him come to the party and enjoy themselves. Williams introduces Berendt to an assortment of characters: influential financiers, heiresses, heirs, and Savannah scions. Gossip about the trial is threaded through the night’s events: Berendt overhears one couple discussing the results of the police tests. Apparently, the police did not find gunshot residue on Danny Hansford’s hand or on his shirt, and there were no fingerprints on his gun. The evidence suggests that Jim Williams shot Danny, wiped the gun clean, and placed it in his hand.

			Berendt chats with Blanche Williams, Jim Williams’s mother. Blanche is devoted to her son, and she believes Hansford is all to blame for her son’s legal tangle. 

			Need to Know: Jim Williams’s Christmas party, always an important social event, carries extra meaning this year: to attend is to support Williams in light of his murder indictment. The party is a success, albeit swirling with gossip about Williams’s coming trial.

			Chapter 15: Civic Duty

			John Wright Jones, one of Williams’s defense attorneys, pays a visit to the coroner’s office. The coroner, Dr. James C. Metts, has bad news for Jones: There’s no evidence that Hansford fired the gun found in his hand, and it looks like Williams manipulated the crime scene after Hansford’s death. In addition to the coroner’s damaging findings, Williams’s defense must contend with Williams and Hansford’s homosexual relationship. Savannahian juries have not been kind to homosexuals in the recent past: A few months before Williams’s indictment, four Army Rangers stomped a gay man to death. The Rangers were charged with simple battery and sentenced to one year in prison.

			The Rangers trial was the courtroom debut of Spencer Lawton, Savannah’s young, inexperienced new district attorney. Lawton will face John Wright Jones, who beat him in the Rangers case, and Bobby Lee Cook, a famous criminal lawyer also defending Williams. 

			Need to Know: Spencer Lawton, a scion of an old and prominent Savannah family, faced criticism during his campaign that he was too weak to do a good job as district attorney—a failing seemingly proven by his loss in the Rangers case. He saw the Williams trial as a chance to redeem himself.

			Chapter 16: Trial 

			It’s the first day of Jim Williams’s murder trial and the Chatham County Courthouse is packed. Spencer Lawton argues that Jim Williams shot Danny Hansford in cold blood, then placed a gun in Hansford’s hand and otherwise manipulated the crime scene. Bobby Lee Cook, defending Williams, argues that Williams acted only to protect himself from Hansford, whom Cook portrays as a violent and unstable young man. Williams testifies, but his contemptuous manner does not seem to endear him to the jury. The case hinges on two points: first, that there are discrepancies between what Williams says happened and what the physical evidence suggests; second, that Williams and Hansford were lovers. 

			After a weeklong trial, the jury takes 3 hours to reach a verdict: They find Williams guilty of murder. His sentence is life imprisonment. 

			Need to Know: Jim Williams’s status and wealth cannot protect him from the apparent disparities between his story and the story told by the crime scene—or from the jury’s possible anti-gay bias. 

			Chapter 17: A Hole in the Floor

			Savannahians are shocked by Williams’s sudden downfall—he has fallen from the decadence of Mercer House to the squalor of the Chatham County Jail. Two days after his imprisonment, however, Williams is released on bail pending his appeal. He returns to Mercer House and resumes his antiques restorations. To Berendt he expresses some bitterness about his conviction: he’s angry at the police who came and gawked at the crime scene, and he feels that his fellow Savannahians resent him as an outsider who made his own fortune. 

			A few weeks after the trial, Bobby Lee Cook discovers that Spencer Lawton concealed evidence from the defense. Cook presents his discovery to the Georgia Supreme Court while arguing for appeal. The court condemns Lawson’s conduct, reverses the murder conviction, and orders a new trial.

			Need to Know: In true Savannah style, Jim Williams refuses to let the trial or its aftermath prevent him from carrying on his life and business as per usual.

			Chapter 18: Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil

			Williams is exultant over the supreme court’s decision to overturn his conviction. He believes that his powers of mental concentration caused the appeal to come out in his favor. Williams has other help, too, beyond that of his defense lawyers: he employs a voodoo root doctor named Minerva. 

			One night, Berendt accompanies Williams to Beaufort, where Minerva lives. She leads them to the graveyard, where they spend the half-hour before midnight communing with Hansford’s spirit. Minerva asks Williams to remember positive things about Hansford, and she instructs him to think one positive thing about Hansford each day to prevent Hansford from influencing the trial from beyond the grave. During the half-hour after midnight, Minerva curses Spencer Lawton. She gathers graveyard dirt, too. When Minerva finishes her work in the cemetery, Williams and Berendt drive back to Savannah. 

			Need to Know: Williams looks beyond a legal defense team for success in his trial. He turns to mental kinetics and voodoo. But Williams doesn’t seem to understand that forgiving and caring for Hansford would make him more appealing to a jury. 

			Chapter 19: Lafayette Square, We Are Here 

			Berendt watches Savannah’s famous Saint Patrick’s Day Parade with Joe Odom from the roof of the house he currently occupies, listening as Odom relays his most recent housing saga. Joe Odom’s luxurious new living situation is not without its setbacks: Although his landlord approves of his continuous partying and tour-group hosting, his neighbors do not. The house is a Second Empire château named the Hamilton-Turner House, and Odom has been leveraging the place’s imposing exterior to set up a ragtag museum. He’s hired a tour guide and housekeeper named Gloria, and he makes about $500 each week on tours. But the neighborhood doesn’t like it, and the Department of Inspections orders Joe to stop his tours. 

			Joe has found a way around it, though: He plans to officially incorporate the house into a museum foundation (which he has created) and thereby foil his neighbors’ efforts to shut him down. 

			Need to Know: Joe Odom’s clever machinations have yet again helped him avoid eviction and financial ruin—for now, at least. 

			Chapter 20: Sonny 

			Bobby Lee Cook is unavailable to represent Williams at the second trial. Williams, who seems too busy to pay much attention to his own legal defense, hires a respected lawyer named Sonny Seiler and entrusts the next trial to him. Seiler has found several new means of attacking the prosecution’s case at the coming retrial: He plans to openly acknowledge Williams’s sexual relationship with Hansford rather than try to conceal it; he has new laboratory tests on the pistol Hansford supposedly fired that explain the absence of gunpowder; and he has police photos which show that the police officers moved furniture at the crime scene. 

			Seiler also happens to be the owner of the official University of Georgia mascot, a white bulldog named Uga. Seiler invites Berendt to the University of Georgia-UCLA football game, where Berendt witnesses Uga in all his glory, being cheered on by a fanatic crowd. 

			Need to Know: Seiler, Williams’s new lawyer, brings fresh evidence and a fresh approach to Williams’s case. Still, the missing gunpowder residue on Hansford’s hand may prove damning, while Williams’s arrogance on the witness stand threatens to alienate a jury. 

			Chapter 21: Notes on a Rerun

			Jim Williams’s second murder trial takes place at the Chatham County Courthouse, overseen for the second time by Judge George Oliver. Seiler, who is an assured and entertaining courtroom presence, presents a strong defense case. The police photographer admits that furniture at the crime scene was moved; a ballistics expert tells the jury that Hansford’s gun was unusually inconsistent and hard to fire, which would account for the missing gunshot residue on Hansford’s hand; Williams admits his sexual relationship with Hansford; and several new witnesses testify to Hansford’s volatility. Lawton, meanwhile, repeats his prior argument: Williams killed Hansford and lied about it. In Lawton’s closing remarks, he asks his female assistant to demonstrate firing Hansford’s gun. She pulls the trigger effortlessly, contradicting Seiler’s ballistics expert. 

			Minerva attends the trial, too, and performs voodoo rituals in and out of the courtroom to try and influence the jury’s decision. But her efforts are to no avail: The jury finds Williams guilty of murder again. 

			Need to Know: Berendt depicts Williams’s second trial in a series of brief, snapshot-like scenes. This second trial is a “rerun”—and, with only a few deviations in evidence and testimony presented, it recapitulates the first: Williams is convicted.

			Chapter 22: The Pod 

			Williams is again transferred to the Chatham County Jail, and this time Judge Oliver refuses his request to be released on bond. Blanche Williams moves from her home in Gordon, Georgia, into Mercer House while her son is in jail. Williams is housed in a cell reserved for homosexuals and the mentally unstable—in the jail, it’s known as “the pod.” 

			Fortunately for Williams, the cell has a telephone, which he uses to continue buying and selling antiques. Most recipients of his phone calls have no idea he’s in jail, as he routes the calls through Mercer House with the help of his mother. Conditions are harsh at the jail, but Williams remains calm and confident in his powers of mental kinetics. He believes that his second conviction, like his first, will be overturned. 

			Need to Know: Williams claimed that his lawyers were costing him so much money that he had no choice but to continue working as an antique dealer while in jail.

			Chapter 23: Lunch 

			Blanche Williams throws a luncheon party at Mercer House. Her son Jim has organized every detail of the luncheon from jail—he composed the menu and guest list, hired a caterer, and arranged for the fountain in the garden to be turned on. Williams invites his friends, including Minerva. He also invites his enemies the Adlers, perhaps in the hopes of gaining their goodwill—the Adlers are the main supporters of Spencer Lawton, who is running for a second term as district attorney. Jim keeps up with the luncheon via periodic telephone calls from the jail. 

			At the luncheon, gossip swirls. Two new witnesses in the Williams case, both male hustlers, have recently come forward claiming that Danny Hansford approached them with a plan to kill Williams and steal the cash he kept in his house. The witnesses have caused some further consternation to Williams’s upper-crust friends. Some speculate that Williams paid the two witnesses to lie for him.

			Need to Know: Jim Williams throws a luncheon at Mercer House in absentia. The luncheon isn’t just a social gathering—it’s a tactical move to consolidate support for his appeal. 

			Chapter 24: Black Minuet 

			While Williams keeps fighting to get out of jail—Judge Oliver recently rejected Seiler’s request for a retrial despite the two new witnesses—Berendt attends the black cotillion ball. Alpha Phi Alpha, a black fraternity, sponsors the annual ball. The 25 black debutantes are all accomplished young women who are active in the community and enrolled in college. 

			Chablis asks Berendt to take her to the ball, but he refuses. Chablis shows up at the ball anyway, looking fabulous in a floor-length gown with a scandalously high slit up the thigh. She draws every eye in the room, dances with the debutantes’ escorts, and shocks some of the debutante attendees with her lewd talk and mischievous humor. Berendt, eager to avoid an embarrassing scene, leaves as quickly as he can.

			Need to Know: In Savannah, blacks and whites lead separate lives; though Savannah integrated relatively peacefully in the 1960s, the city remains socially and economically segregated—as Chablis, always open with her opinions, is quick to point out and critique. The black cotillion ball offers Berendt a glimpse into one facet of Savannah’s vibrant black community. 

			Chapter 25: Talk of the Town 

			Jim Williams has been in jail for more than a year, and Savannah has lost interest in him. Savannahians are instead preoccupied with assorted new happenings: There’s the usual spate of small scandals involving members of prominent families; a spiritual revival seems to have taken hold of Savannah’s upper crust; the ever-more-numerous students of the Savannah College of Art and Design are disrupting the peace and quiet of downtown; the city’s economy is down and its crime rate up. 

			Then, the Georgia Supreme Court overturns Jim Williams’s second conviction for murder in a 4-3 decision. He is released from jail and returns to Mercer House to await his third murder trial. 

			Need to Know: The ripples caused by Williams’s murder trials soon smooth over, and Savannah falls back into its usual flow of small scandals, big parties, and city controversies—until that rhythm is disrupted yet again, almost unbelievably, by news of a third trial.

			Chapter 26: Another Story 

			Williams prepares for a third trial. Minerva handles the supernatural side of the defense strategy, while Seiler works on the legal aspect. 

			Williams asks to meet with Seiler at Mercer House; before Seiler arrives, Williams tells Berendt that he plans on changing his story to account for the lack of gunshot residue. Berendt doesn’t quite believe Williams’s new story—instead, he suspects Williams simply hopes to change his story to fit the evidence. 

			Seiler arrives with good news: He has found new evidence. Though the police claim they bagged Danny Hansford’s hands at the scene to preserve gunshot residue, a hospital report states that Hansford’s hands were not bagged when his body arrived. Unbagged hands would account for the lack of gunshot residue, as the residue would likely have rubbed off. Williams decides not to tell Seiler his new story after all. When Berendt confesses to Joe Odom what Williams said, Odom brushes it off—most of Savannah has already heard one or two of Williams’s alternate versions of how he killed Danny.

			Need to Know: Williams, desperate for acquittal, has been testing out alternate versions of his story around Savannah, but is saved from having to use one at trial by Seiler’s lucky discovery of new evidence. 

			Chapter 27: Lucky Number 

			Jim Williams’s third trial is much like the previous two, except for one big twist. Seiler unveils his new witness: An ER nurse who testifies that she bagged Hansford’s hands when his body came into the hospital the night he was killed. Her testimony contradicts that of the police officers, and implicates Spencer Lawton in excising evidence from a hospital report before turning it over to the defense. 

			After the closing arguments, the jury tries to reach a verdict to no avail. 11 of the 12 jurors want to convict. The remaining juror, a woman named Cecilia Tyo, believes Williams acted in self-defense. With voodoo help from Minerva, Williams attempts to ensure that Mrs. Tyo does not switch sides. She holds firm, but then a paramedic at a local hospital comes forward and says that someone identifying herself as a juror in the Williams trial called the hospital to ask about gunshot wounds. No juror will confess to making the call. After two more days of jury deadlock, Judge Oliver is forced to declare a mistrial. 

			Need to Know: Williams’s third murder trial is the most dramatic yet: it features prosecutorial misconduct, new surprise witnesses, supernatural persuasion, and a rogue juror. Against what seems like insurmountable odds, Williams prevails.

			Chapter 28: Glory

			Jim Williams is the first person ever tried 4 times for murder in the state of Georgia. Because Savannah’s jury pool is overfamiliar with Williams’s case, the fourth trial takes place in Augusta, Georgia, nearly two years after the mistrial. Seiler has his defense down to a polished art, and his courtroom performance is popular with the Augusta jury. After only an hour of deliberation, the jury finds Williams not guilty. Williams settles back into life as a free man at Mercer House.

			Need to Know: Williams emerges victorious—and acquitted by the state of Georgia—from the extraordinary ordeal of four murder trials. Savannah welcomes him back, even if many Savannahians aren’t quite convinced of his innocence. 

			Chapter 29: And the Angels Sing 

			After six months of freedom, Williams begins putting together the guest list for his Christmas party. The guest list looks different this year: Serena Dawes is dead; the Adlers have raised hackles yet again after proposing a new housing project in the Victorian district; and Joe Odom has been sentenced to two years probation for check forgery. Odom’s landlord shuttered Sweet Georgia Brown’s earlier in the year after nonpayment of rent, and Joe’s ex-fiancée, Mandy, had gone after Joe for cashing checks in her name. 

			Minerva continues to work for Williams. She takes Berendt to Danny Hansford’s grave in the Bonaventure Cemetery one night. Hansford’s spirit, says Minerva, is still angry that justice has not been served. She fails to appease Hansford’s spirit that night. Then in January, less than a month after the Christmas party, Williams dies suddenly. The cause of death is pneumonia—possibly a complication of AIDS. 

			Need to Know: The advent of Williams’s Christmas party provokes reflection on all that has changed in Savannah during his imprisonment and his many trials, and on all that has remained the same. Williams enjoys freedom only briefly—pneumonia (or, perhaps, Danny Hansford’s angry spirit) takes his life less than a year after his acquittal.

			Chapter 30: Afterward

			Berendt pays his respects to Blanche Williams following Jim Williams’s death, and meanders through Savannah, mulling the city over. He overhears a tour guide talking about Mercer House. The guide says nothing about Jim Williams’s trial. 

			Need to Know: Berendt reflects that Savannah will continue on as it always has—a Southern jewel, isolated from the rest of the country and dedicated to its own unique mores.  

		

	
		
			What’s What in Savannah

			Alpha Phi Alpha: A black fraternity at Savannah State College. APA’s graduate chapter hosts the annual debutante ball for Savannah’s black community, which Berendt attends. 

			Bonaventure Cemetery: Savannah’s largest cemetery and resting place of generations of Savannahians including the famous poet Conrad Aiken and the famous songwriter Johnny Mercer. Danny Hansford is buried there, too. Several scenes in the book occur in this cemetery, and the cover image—of a gravesite statue known as “Bird Girl”—was taken in Bonaventure. 

			Chatham County Courthouse: Savannah’s courthouse, where Jim Williams’s first 3 murder trials take place. 

			Chatham County Jail: Savannah’s jail, where Jim Williams is held without bail between his second and third murder trials. 

			Emma’s: A piano bar owned and operated by Emma Kelly, a piano player and singer beloved throughout Savannah. Joe Odom owned a share of the bar for a while before leaving to open his own establishment. 

			Hamilton-Turner House: An ornate Second Empire château, the only one of its kind in Savannah. Joe Odom moves here and offers tours for three dollars, against his neighbors’ wishes. 

			Historic Savannah: Savannah’s housing preservation and restoration organization, responsible for much of downtown Savannah’s revitalization. Jim Williams and Lee Adler were both core members, until Lee Adler was voted off. 

			Married Woman’s Card Club: An exclusive Savannah women’s club that meets every month for cocktails, dinner, and card games. The club always has exactly 16 members. 

			Mercer House: Jim Williams’s Italianate mansion. 

			Montgomery Street: The seedy street in Savannah, where hustlers and prostitutes hang out. 

			Oglethorpe Club: Savannah’s oldest and most exclusive gentleman’s club; all of Savannah’s most respected men belong—except for Lee Adler, whose rejection from the club might have something to do with his Jewish heritage.

			The Pickup: The nightclub where Berendt sees Lady Chablis perform her drag show.

			Sweet Georgia Brown’s: Joe Odom’s 1890s-themed bar. Odom opens the bar with Mandy, his then-fiancée. He doesn’t pay the rent and is forced to close the bar.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Lee Adler: A powerful Savannah millionaire; he is partly responsible for Savannah’s revitalization; boasts about the awards and speeches he gives on urban restoration across the country; endorses Spencer Lawton for district attorney; dislikes Jim Williams and competes with him. 

			Emma Adler: Lee Adler’s wife; like her husband, Emma is proud of the recognition she and her husband receive. 

			Emily Bannister: Danny Hansford’s mother; after Danny’s death, she files a $10 million lawsuit against Jim Williams, which is dismissed once Williams is acquitted.

			John Berendt: The author and narrator of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, Berendt interacts with the players in his story, which is part memoir, part true crime journalism. A transplanted New Yorker, Berendt is at ease among the eccentric citizens of Savannah.

			Dr. Buzzard: Minerva’s lover, now deceased; Dr. Buzzard was a powerful voodoo root doctor, and Minerva often communicates with his spirit at his grave. 

			Lady Chablis: A black drag performer; grew up with the name “Frank”; befriends Berendt and refers to him as her chauffeur, since he drives her home after she gets her hormone shots at the doctor’s office. 

			Dr. Henry Collier: The first black doctor to perform surgery at Savannah’s hospital; a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and the creator of Savannah’s black debutante ball.

			Bobby Lee Cook: A well-known criminal lawyer from Summerville, Georgia; along with John Wright Jones, he represents Williams during the first murder trial. 

			Serena Dawes: The beautiful, dramatic widow of a steel tycoon; dates Luther Driggers for a while; dies of natural causes during Jim Williams’s fourth murder trial.

			Luther Driggers: An oddball, thwarted inventor; dates Serena Dawes; “walks” flies on string leashes; came up with the technology for flea collars but lost out on the patent; rumor has it Driggers will one day poison Savannah’s water supply—which, as he tells Berendt, is impossible because Savannah’s water comes from an underground aquifer. 

			Danny Hansford: Jim Williams’s young, sexy, mercurial lover; a part-time male hustler; has a Confederate flag tattooed on one arm and a marijuana plant on the other; is shot and killed by Jim Williams. 

			Miss Mary Harty: One of Berendt’s Savannah acquaintances, Harty shows Berendt around Savannah on his first visit to the city; she shows him Savannah’s landmarks, like the Bonaventure Cemetery, and shares some Savannah stories with him. 

			John Wright Jones: A Savannah criminal lawyer who, along with Bobby Lee Cook, represents Williams in his first murder trial. 

			Spencer Lawton: Savannah’s district attorney; a young and relatively inexperienced lawyer who shows himself willing to bend the rules of legal discovery in order to win his case; Lawton is desperate to convict Jim Williams in order to prove that he deserves the position of DA for Savannah. 

			Millicent Mooreland: A friend of Jim Williams and a fellow Savannah socialite; Mooreland refuses to attend Williams’s Christmas party after his shooting of Hansford; for this, Williams does not invite her to the party he throws after his acquittal. 

			Johnny Mercer: A famous singer and songwriter from Savannah; long-deceased, but still beloved by Savannahians. 

			Minerva: A voodoo root doctor; works for Jim Williams during his murder trial; curses Spencer Lawton and tries to placate Danny Hansford’s spirit; takes Berendt on midnight missions into the cemetery; wears purple glasses that belonged to her lover, Dr. Buzzard, also a root doctor. 

			Mandy Nichols: Joe Odom’s business partner in Sweet Georgia Brown’s and his fiancée (until she hears him talking about another woman); winner of the Miss Big Beautiful Woman Las Vegas competition; accuses Joe Odom of fraud as revenge after their breakup. 

			Joe Odom: A merry but slightly disreputable man who befriends Berendt; Odom introduces Berendt to Savannah’s hedonistic side and fills him in on the town’s gossip; he escapes financial and personal ruin several times using his charm and wit.

			Judge George Oliver: An old, experienced Savannah judge; Oliver presides over Williams’s first three murder trials; he grows tired of the trials, and does what he can to hasten a definite verdict by denying the lawyers’ motions and demanding, to no avail, that the deadlocked jury reach a verdict. 

			Sonny Seiler: A talented criminal lawyer who resembles Uncle Sam; Seiler is Jim Williams’s lawyer for his second, third, and fourth trials; he is also the owner of Uga IV, a white bulldog that is the official mascot of the University of Georgia. 

			Cecilia Tyo: The female juror at Williams’s third murder trial who refuses to convict him; she is the reason that the jury is deadlocked and a mistrial is ultimately declared. Mrs. Tyo may have called a paramedic to ask about gunshot wounds during the trial, and therefore may have compromised the trial. 

			Blanche Williams: Jim Williams’s mother; a gentle but stubborn and strong woman who believes absolutely in her son’s innocence; resides in Mercer House during Williams’s later trials and after his death. 

			Jim Williams: A Savannah socialite who made his own fortune in antique dealing and house restoration; lives in Mercer House, where he throws a lavish Christmas party every year; shoots and kills Danny Hansford, his young lover; after four trials, Williams is acquitted of murder; dies six months later.

			Lucille Wright: The most sought-after cateress in Savannah; a black woman respected by Savannah’s white community for her culinary skill; Jim Williams hires Wright to cater his luncheons and parties.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“It would be stretching things to say that I had left New York and come to Savannah as a result of eating a paillard of veal served on a bed of wilted radicchio. But there is a connection.”

			Berendt realizes that the newly deregulated airfares of the 1980s mean that it costs as much for him to fly out of New York for a weekend as it does for him to eat out in New York restaurants. He begins to take weekend trips, and eventually falls in love with Savannah—where he spends 8 years gathering the material that would eventually become the book Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. 

			“‘Savannah’s a peculiar place … Rule number one: Always stick around for one more drink … Rule number two: Never go south of Gaston Street … Rule number three: Observe the high holidays—Saint Patrick’s Day and the day of the Georgia-Florida football game.’”

			Joe Odom gives Berendt this advice when the two men first meet at Odom’s perpetual house party. Starting from that night, Odom serves as Berendt’s cultural guide to Savannah throughout the book; Odom himself embodies Savannah’s hedonistic, rakish side. Over the course of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, Berendt follows all 3 of “Cousin Joe’s” rules. 

			“‘If you go to Atlanta, the first question people ask you is, “What’s your business?” In Macon they ask, “Where do you go to church?” In Augusta they ask your grandmother’s maiden name. But in Savannah the first question people ask you is “What would you like to drink?”’”

			Miss Mary Harty, Berendt’s first Savannah acquaintance, shows Berendt around the town and introduces him to one of Savannah’s most venerable cultural activities: drinking. In Savannah, antebellum Southern decadence lives on in the architecture and in the elite social sets—upper-crust Savannah life is a whirl of drink and drama.

			“‘Two tears in a bucket. Motherfuck it.’”

			This line is one of Lady Chablis’s sayings—she tells Berendt that her mama always said it. The saying encapsulates Chablis’s flamboyant, devil-may-care personality—and her profanity, which causes Berendt some embarrassment on one or two occasions. As a black transgender woman in the South, Chablis encounters not a little discrimination (from those who know that she wasn’t born female, at least), but she brushes off her troubles. After all, it’s all just tears in a bucket—why worry? 

			“For me, Savannah’s resistance to change was its saving grace. The city looked inward, sealed off from the noises and distractions of the world at large. It grew inward, too, and in such a way that its people flourished like hothouse plants tended by an indulgent gardener. The ordinary became extraordinary. Eccentrics thrived. Every nuance and quirk of personality achieved greater brilliance in that lush enclosure than would have been possible anywhere else in the world.”

			After eight years of living part-time in Savannah, Berendt has come to know and appreciate the quirks and peculiarities of the city. Savannah is a provincial city in many ways, full of oddballs—but its isolation and friendliness to eccentrics are the two qualities that make it unique and wonderful. Savannah is more than just the setting of Berendt’s book—the city is the book’s omnipresent hero; it is the central force that binds the characters’ many tales together. 

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil was made into a movie directed by Clint Eastwood in 1997. The movie starred Kevin Spacey as Jim Williams and John Cusack as John Berendt.

					After its publication in January 1994, Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil shot to the top of the New York Times bestseller list. It remained a bestseller for 217 weeks (over 4 years), and sold over 2.7 million hardcover copies.

					Tourist traffic in Savannah jumped 46% in the years after the publication of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. As tokens of gratitude, Savannah gave Berendt not one but two keys to the city.

					The Lady Chablis, also known as Brenda Dale Knox, found fame after the publication of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. She played herself in the 1997 film adaption, and went on to become a gay icon in the 1990s and early 2000s. In September 2016, she died of pneumonia at the age of 59.

					Jack Leigh’s photograph of a statue in Savannah’s Bonaventure cemetery, “Bird Girl,” famously appeared on the cover of the hardcover and paperback editions of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. The image catapulted the statue—and Leigh—to fame. The photograph attracted hundreds of visitors to the gravesite, and so the statue was moved from the cemetery to Savannah’s Jepson Center for the Arts, where it is still on display.

					Minerva, the root doctor character in Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, was a pseudonym for real-life voodoo root doctor Valerie Fennel Aiken Boles, who passed away on May 8, 2009. Boles was distrustful of strangers—she did not like to touch others, as she felt it put her in danger of being hexed—and so wanted to remain anonymous in Berendt’s book.

					Though in the book it seems that Berendt arrived in Savannah long before Williams killed Danny Hansford, Berendt actually came to the city after Hansford was already dead. He felt that the best way to tell the story would be to introduce the murder halfway through the book, though, so he shifted the chronology of the real events.

					In 2015 the app company Metabook released an app to accompany the book. The app, called “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil Metabook,” includes photographs of Savannah, a 3-D rendering of the “Bird Girl” statue, audio recordings of Jim Williams, and character updates.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Italianate: Italianate architecture is defined by its Italian influences: belvederes, cornices, and arched windows. The Italianate style was a phase of 19th-century classical architecture. Mercer House, where Jim Williams lived, is an Italianate mansion. 

			Fabergé: This word is used to describe jeweled objects—often eggs, but sometimes boxes and furniture—that were created by 19th-century Russian goldsmith and jeweler Peter Carl Fabergé. Jim Williams collected Fabergé antiques. 

			German Luger: A semi-automatic pistol produced in Germany and used by German soldiers during World War I and Nazis during World War II. Jim Williams kept several German Lugers hidden around his house, for self-defense—and Danny Hansford may have shot one at him during Williams and Hansford’s fatal confrontation.

			Preservationist: A supporter or advocate of the preservation of historic buildings and artifacts. Historic Savannah is a preservationist society responsible, at least in part, for the restoration of the grand old houses in downtown Savannah. 

			Psycho Dice: A game of dice and mental concentration invented by Jim Williams. The goal of the game is to use mental kinetics—extreme focus—to predict the outcome of a roll of the dice, and to will the dice to fall the way the player wants them to. 

			Root doctor: A traditional healer and conjurer of the rural black South, often associated with or knowledgeable in voodoo magic and ritual. Minerva and her dead lover, Dr. Buzzard, were both root doctors. 

			Second Empire: An ornate style of the late 19th-century defined by its resemblance to the buildings popular in France during Napoleon III’s reign. The Hamilton-Turner House, where Joe Odom lived, is of the Second Empire style. 

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					1995 Boeke Prize winner

					1995 Pulitzer Prize for Nonfiction finalist 

					1994 Lamba Book Award winner 

					A #1 New York Times bestseller

					A Wall Street Journal bestseller

			

			“The book [Berendt] has written based on his eight years of living part-time in Savannah is a peculiar combination of true crime and travelogue … Mr. Berendt’s writing is elegant and wickedly funny, and his eye for telling details is superb … [It] might be the first true crime book that makes the reader want to call a travel agent and book a bed and breakfast for an extended weekend at the scene of the crime.” —The New York Times Book Review

			“Uproarious … A rich, irresistible mix of snobbery, mayhem, sex, mind-boggling parochialism and mildewed magnolias … A glorious vanity fair of human folly.” —The Boston Globe

			“Berendt manages to tread on the edges of [Southern] stereotypes without caricature or condescension … Perhaps one of the things that make this nonfiction work unique is that its plot centers on a murder, but Berendt takes his sweet time getting around to that fact, allowing the reader to be as surprised as he must have been watching the events unfold.” —Booklist Review

			“Thankfully, this book is not A Year In Savannah: a townie’s jolly put-down of the locals. Berendt stayed eight years, and chanced upon the sinister and twisty murder case which turns his narrative into a rare travel book with as many actual shocks as culture shocks … This is a book which leaves you amused, spooked and introduced to a new piece of America.” —The Independent

			“Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil is rich and curious enough to put a reader in danger of pleasurable liver attack. Its stories, furthermore, though shaped and no doubt improved, are true; or at least they are truly stories that Savannahians tell.” —Los Angeles Times

		

	
		
			About John Berendt

			Before John Berendt became famous for his books, he made a name for himself as a magazine writer and editor in New York City. Born in Syracuse, New York, Berendt attended Harvard, where his writing for the Harvard Lampoon attracted the attention of an editor at Esquire. The magazine hired him as an associate editor straight out of college in 1961. He worked in the world of magazine writing for the next three decades: He edited New York magazine in the late 1970s and wrote a column for Esquire for a decade until 1994, when Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil was published. From the mid-1980s until his book’s publication, Berendt spent time living in Savannah, Georgia, interviewing the people he met and collecting material. 

			His next work, The City of Falling Angels (2005), was a nonfiction narrative about the time he spent in Venice, Italy. He lives (part-time) in New York City. 

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“8 Books Like Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil.” The Lineup.

			“His Blockbuster on Shelves, He Tempts Fate With Fire.” The New York Times.

			“John Berendt: The Interview.” Connect Savannah.

			“Lady Chablis, Star of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, Dead at 59.” Slate.

			“Midday in the Annex with John Berendt.” Powell’s Books.

			Books

			The City of Falling Angels by John Berendt

			In Cold Blood by Truman Capote

			The Devil in the White City: A Saga of Magic and Murder at the Fair That Changed America by Erik Larson

			Ghostland: An American History in Haunted Places by Colin Dickey 

			Helter Skelter: The True Story of the Manson Murders by Victor Bugliosi

			Murder in the Bayou: Who Killed the Women Known as the Jeff Davis 8? by Ethan Brown
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