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        Context
      


      
        The history of American domestic surveillance of its civilians is lengthy, well documented, and difficult to
        defend. J. Edgar Hoover abused his powers at the FBI for nearly four decades, spying on activists, dissidents,
        and political opponents of all kinds. Political theorists and researchers of American history such as
        A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn, the New Yorker’s Seymour Hersh, and muckraker H. L. Mencken have suggested that there
        is evidence that every administration since President Woodrow Wilson engaged in some form of mail reading,
        wiretapping, shadowing, and general spying on civilians who, in most cases, were found to have been engaged in
        no violent political activity.
      


      
        After the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, President George W. Bush signed into law the USA Patriot
        Act, which gave the government unprecedented domestic surveillance powers. Most people had little idea how much
        those powers trespassed on their privacy and civil liberties until 2013, when whistle-blower Edward Snowden
        leaked a treasure trove of documents from his job at the NSA. These documents revealed high-level spying by the
        agency on ordinary citizens. Daniel Ellsberg, who leaked the famous Pentagon Papers in 1971 and revealed US
        involvement in war crimes in Vietnam, said that “there has not been in American history a more important leak
        than Edward Snowden’s release of NSA material.”
      


      
        While, after the leaks, the media depicted Snowden as a disgruntled, low-level employee, he was actually a
        high-level and highly valued systems engineer for a range of public and private intelligence agencies
        throughout his twenties (NSA, CIA, Booz Allen Hamilton) with a high level of security clearance. When deciding
        who to entrust his information to, he chose reporter Glenn Greenwald and documentarian Laura Poitras carefully.
        Greenwald, a former lawyer at the American Civil Liberties Union, wrote widely on surveillance, the CIA, and
        the NSA, using his background in constitutional law as a framework. Laura Poitras had covered the US occupation
        of Iraq and the creation of the Guantanamo detention facility in her award-winning films about the War on
        Terror. Both journalists had proved their bona fides in dissecting the US intelligence community’s failures and
        opaque practices.
      


      
        The work of Poitras and Greenwald exposed the evidence of passive domestic surveillance of US citizens, and the
        internal policies of the NSA and sub-agencies that, in Snowden’s view, broke the law as well as violated the US
        Constitution. It also unmasked what Greenwald and Poitras see as the capitulation of the US media, which let
        the faulty intelligence that led to the War on Terror go largely unchallenged.
      


      
        Greenwald and Poitras continue to train their sights on the US intelligence community—Greenwald on his site
        The Intercept, where he has written widely on Trump’s relationship with Russia,
        and Poitras in the Academy Award–winning Citizenfour, her explosive documentary
        about Snowden’s revelations. As of this writing, Snowden himself remains in exile in Russia to avoid espionage
        charges—considered a traitor to some, a hero to others.
      

    


    
      
        Overview
      


      
        When intelligence reporter Glenn Greenwald received a message from a mysterious figure calling himself
        “Cincinnatus,” stating that he had information the journalist would be interested in, Greenwald was inclined to
        dismiss it. He had no idea that it would eventually lead him on a career-changing journey to a fancy hotel in
        Hong Kong where he would meet Edward Snowden, a high-level cyber security agent in possession of thousands of
        top-secret documents proving that the NSA was monitoring everyone in America, as
        well as attempting to retrieve and store electronic communications of everyone in the world.
      


      
        Back in 2012, people might have entertained the idea that government agencies could hack their computers if
        they wanted to. But what Snowden’s documents revealed was far worse: the NSA had—and still has—systems in place
        that can commandeer cell phones and computers connected to the Internet around the world, and was collecting,
        analyzing, and storing data without warrants, or even probable cause. Greenwald had been writing about privacy
        issues for many years, but even he was shocked by the extent of the surveillance that Snowden seemed to be
        saying was commonplace. Again and again, internal NSA documents revealed their primary directive: “Collect it
        all.”
      


      
        Over a series of intensive interviews, Greenwald, along with Guardian reporter
        Ewen MacAskill, took notes for a string of stories to be published later in the Guardian, while documentarian Laura Poitras recorded the interviews. When the stories about
        the NSA leak were published, Americans’ view of their country was altered dramatically, revolutionizing the
        public perception of the capability of intelligence agencies to watch and monitor populations.
      


      
        No Place to Hide is the story of that journey, as well as a primer on American
        surveillance, post-9/11 style. It also reviews the role of journalists in an era of compromised privacy, and
        the infringement on personal privacy in the name of safety.
      


      
        When a government has no restrictions on its surveillance power, citizens live with the awareness that we
        may be surveilled at any time. This, Greenwald argues, is not freedom. Privacy is
        a necessity for personal freedom and liberty; it’s where we make mistakes, learn, and let our guards down. To
        move through life knowing that a shadowy agency may be monitoring you at any moment is to be forced to
        internalize “correct” ways of thinking and behaving. And when the NSA has an incredible amount of power to
        watch people, it can also frighten and coerce them.
      


      
        A journalist who’s being monitored by power is exposed to pressure and coercion by that power and its
        interests. (Indeed, Greenwald, Poitras, and even Greenwald’s husband are detained multiple times during their
        investigation.) Greenwald writes about the corporate media, which he views as a show business offshoot full of
        highly paid yes-men and -women who largely take directions from Washington, DC, and the Pentagon without doing
        any investigating of their own. They promote false narratives and are “journalists” in no sense of the word,
        nor did they seem to care during the expose that the NSA surveillance systems were continuing unhindered.
      


      
        Instead, after the leaks were released in the Guardian newspaper, the journalists
        of major American media conglomerates claimed that Edward Snowden was a sick “narcissist” and that Greenwald
        was his coconspirator, who should be prosecuted as well. But, Greenwald argues, to try journalists for writing
        about a major leak is to put journalism itself on trial, since no good journalist is without his or her
        information sources.
      


      
        Snowden, facing criminal charges in the United States, took refuge in Russia. When and if he returns, the US
        government has made it clear that he will not be tried before a jury of his peers, but will be subject to
        court-martial and convicted for what they believe are crimes of treason. A majority of the American people
        agree: They believe Snowden should be imprisoned, even if they feel he acted appropriately, even admirably.
      


      
        Glenn Greenwald lives in Brazil with his husband, David Miranda, still not entirely free of threats and
        monitoring from the NSA. He continues to write that nothing less than our future is at stake when we allow
        entrenched systems of power to break the law, trample over civil liberties, and ignore what he sees as common
        principles of human decency.
      


      
        In 2015, under the Obama administration, Congress passed the USA Freedom Act, which purported to put safeguards
        on privacy, but largely allowed unchecked surveillance to continue.
      

    


    
      
        Summary
      


      
        Introduction
      


      
        Glenn Greenwald, a constitutional lawyer, started a blog in 2005 with the aim of bringing attention to what he
        saw as alarming executive overreach in the wake of the September 11 attacks. Within weeks, news broke of a
        wide-ranging warrantless eavesdropping program authorized by the Bush administration. It was exactly the sort
        of thing Greenwald had feared, and his blog focused on the issue. Greenwald believes that surveillance,
        throughout history, has been a weapon used by governments against their citizens, and therefore it must be
        subject to the strictest oversight. It was largely due to his background in writing about this issue that
        whistle-blower Edward Snowden sought him out when looking for a journalist.
      


      
        1. Contact
      


      
        In December 2012, the former lawyer and present-day investigative journalist Glenn Greenwald, who wrote about
        surveillance issues for Salon and the Guardian,
        received an email from someone calling himself “Cincinnatus,” promising interesting information and asking that
        Greenwald encrypt his email so he could send it. At the same time, filmmaker Laura Poitras contacted Greenwald
        about a major intelligence leak, possibly the biggest leak in history. Greenwald was convinced enough to get
        his Guardian editor to agree to pursue the story, though at the time, he did not
        connect the email and Poitras’s leak.
      


      
        The plan was to meet their mysterious source in Hong Kong. The Guardian sent with
        him Ewen MacAskill, their staff national security journalist. At the airport, Poitras handed Greenwald a thumb
        drive containing all of the information—thousands of files—that would later become famous. The first file on
        the drive, called, “README_FIRST,” was a letter from the leaker describing his reasons for becoming a
        whistle-blower, as well as his intentions and principles. The letter was signed at the bottom: Edward Joseph
        Snowden.
      


      
        Leading up to the Hong Kong trip, Greenwald had already received encrypted messages containing a small handful
        of top-secret documents detailing an NSA program that was surveilling citizens through Google, Apple, Facebook,
        Skype, and most communications systems in the United States. Reading the thumb-drive documents on the plane, he
        was blown away by the extent of the surveillance, almost unable to process its depth and breadth.
      


      
        Need to Know: When Greenwald’s longtime editor at the Guardian refuses to allow him to travel to China without a staff reporter on hand, Greenwald
        gets the first inkling of the pushback he will face from his employers, government, and fellow journalists as
        he follows the story of unparalleled domestic surveillance in the United States.
      


      
        2. Ten Days in Hong Kong
      


      
        When Poitras and Greenwald get to Snowden’s hotel room in Hong Kong, Snowden has Greenwald put his cell phone
        in the minibar refrigerator to muffle communications. Greenwald begins his interview while Poitras films the
        event (footage that later appears in her acclaimed documentary Citizenfour).
        Snowden is young, articulate, and disillusioned by a surveillance system that he views as hostile to human and
        civil rights. Greenwald considers publishing the information on his own, but decides to do so under the
        umbrella of the Guardian, even after procedural conflicts suggest the Guardian editors are nervous about revealing such explosive information.
      


      
        The public response is “instant and enormous”—and, at first, largely positive. As stories go up in succession,
        Poitras’s footage of Snowden himself is released, in which he reveals his identity and details his motivations.
        As a precaution, Snowden goes into temporary hiding, and Greenwald at last returns to his home in Rio de
        Janeiro, Brazil. The first chapter of Snowden’s major whistle-blowing is over, but those that follow will be
        still more harrowing, and put those motivations under the microscope.
      


      
        Need to Know: As Snowden himself predicted, within a few days “debates”
        about Snowden and the released documents begin to question his credibility and motivations. As journalists are
        trying desperately to contact him, Snowden goes into temporary hiding. Though Greenwald is gratified by the
        response, he begins to lose faith in his fellow journalists’ ability to synthesize the information instead of
        sensationalizing Snowden’s act.
      


      
        3. Collect It All
      


      
        Greenwald exhaustively details the many revelations of the NSA spy programs that were—and are—underway, pairing
        them with images of the leaked cache of documents. The amount of spying is comprehensive, overwhelming, and
        damning.
      


      
        First, Greenwald discusses the protocols of General Keith B. Alexander, who was head of the NSA from 2005–14,
        and who operated under the edicts “Collect it all,” “Exploit it all,” “Know it all.” Next, Greenwald discusses
        the initiative PRISM, which collected data from all the major servers in America, including Google, Apple,
        Facebook, and Skype, among others—often with their permission.
      


      
        Another program is BOUNDLESS INFORMANT, which collects, counts, and details data from every electronic
        transmission across the world, comprising billions of them every month, or more. (When the quantity of
        information became too much for the NSA to manage, they developed X-KEYSCORE, which allows live, real-time
        observation through a specialized search engine that searches all private
        electronic communications in existence.) BLARNEY, FAIRVIEW, OAKSTAR, and STORMBREW are similar programs that
        work with corporate partners and foreign nations to collect content and metadata from cell phones and devices
        connected to the Internet, and go so far as to tap underwater fiber-optic cables traveling under the North
        Atlantic.
      


      
        We learn about the Five Eyes, which is the agreement among the English-speaking countries USA, Britain, Canada,
        Australia, and New Zealand and other nations to cooperate with intelligence-sharing. Greenwald also details how
        the NSA spies on the diplomatic communications of correspondents and participants in international trade groups
        and organizations, a practice prohibited by international law that gives the United States the edge in
        negotiations.
      


      
        Need to Know: Phrases taken directly from internal NSA documents with
        regard to warrantless spying of individuals that may at first blush seem to be hyperbolic (“collect it all,”
        “total intelligence”) are not exaggerations, but directives.
      


      
        4. The Harm of Surveillance
      


      
        Greenwald reviews the history of COINTELPRO, an FBI surveillance program that monitored the political activity
        of dissident groups from 1956–1971, as well as surveillance under the Bush administration, which included
        observation of Quakers and students who were against the Iraq War. He also reveals, how, in 2012, during the
        Obama presidency, an investigation exposed a joint CIA-NYPD project that put all Muslim communities in the
        United States under surveillance. None of these has been effectively shown to fight terrorism, yet they have
        all received support from either the Republican or Democratic parties, or both.
      


      
        This extreme surveillance has a deleterious effect on political dissent and even plain freedom of speech. Thus,
        Greenwald argues, domestic surveillance of that type is explicitly outlawed by the US Constitution.
      


      
        Need to Know: Mass surveillance is a notion that goes very far back, at
        least to Jeremy Bentham’s concept of the Panopticon building in the late 1800s. George Orwell also wrote
        cogently and illuminatingly of the effects of surveillance in his book 1984. In
        literature, the mere awareness of the possibility of
        being watched is painted as being sufficient to keep society under control. The fear of being watched and
        reported on can curb political dissent, freedom of thought, and freedom of action in an entire populace.
        “Privacy,” writes Greenwald, “is a core condition of being a free person.”
      


      
        5. The Fourth Estate
      


      
        The existence of an extremely powerful government-backed international data-collection and surveillance system
        also has grave implications for journalism, sometimes referred to as the “fourth estate.” Greenwald describes
        the ways in which the American corporate media such as CNN, the Washington Post,
        the New York Times, and others cooperate with the government, filtering stories
        through US officials before publication, accepting narratives from the Pentagon without question, and generally
        taking the side of those in power.
      


      
        Greenwald, Snowden, and Poitras, as well as their loved ones, find themselves directly in the line of fire, and
        frequently harassed by authorities. David Miranda, Greenwald’s husband, is detained at Heathrow Airport for
        almost nine hours, and his laptop computer is mysteriously stolen, Snowden’s girlfriend is followed and
        questioned, and the UK government actually forces the Guardian newspaper to burn
        its archives of the Snowden files. Meanwhile, the media accuse Snowden of being a “narcissist,” and begin to
        ask if Greenwald should be prosecuted for cooperating with him.
      


      
        Need to Know: Snowden’s whistle-blowing throws into relief the extent to
        which the media cooperates with power. In fact, although his is a classic example—revealing wrongdoing by
        entrenched power—most or all major providers of news and their spokespeople choose to align with Washington
        over leakers. Greenwald asks: Is a society in which whistle-blowers and journalists are prosecuted, both by the
        government and the media, truly free?
      


      
        Epilogue
      


      
        Greenwald states that Snowden’s main fear was that his whistle-blowing would not make a difference; that people
        wouldn’t care about the government surveillance he’d risked his freedom to expose. In fact, people did care.
        Greenwald points to a bill that came very close to passing in Congress with bipartisan support—something that
        almost never happens. The bill was intended to defund the NSA’s ability to collect metadata. In addition,
        President Obama’s advisory panel on the issue found that the collection of metadata did not add to our ability
        to weed out or battle terrorists. Internationally, there was an outcry against the behavior of the United
        States in this respect. Nevertheless, Greenwald says, we must all remain vigilant and fight for our right to
        privacy. Many of the spying programs are ongoing, while Snowden remains a wanted man.
      

    


    
      
        Timeline
      


      
        1967: Glenn Greenwald is born.
      


      
        1983: Edward Snowden is born.
      


      
        2005: Greenwald founds Unclaimed Territory, a
        blog in which he writes about privacy issues.
      


      
        2006: Edward Snowden joins the CIA.
      


      
        2005–13: Keith Alexander heads the NSA and expands US domestic and foreign
        surveillance immeasurably.
      


      
        2012: Snowden contacts Greenwald and Poitras.
      


      
        2013: Greenwald, Poitras, and MacAskill travel to Hong Kong to meet with
        Snowden; shortly thereafter, they publish a series of stories detailing Snowden’s leak in the Guardian.
      


      
        2013: Snowden is forced to seek asylum in Russia.
      


      
        2014: Laura Poitras’s documentary on Snowden, Citizenfour, is released.
      


      
        2014–17: Snowden remains in Russia on a three-year residency permit, as the
        US government has refused to offer him a trial before a jury of his peers (rather than being subjected to
        court-martial).
      

    


    
      
        Cast of Characters
      


      
        Keith B. Alexander: The general who was the head of the NSA during their
        most notable expansions of surveillance power, who retired in 2014 as a result of the Snowden leak.
      


      
        Janine Gibson: The US editor-in-chief of the Guardian, who makes the incendiary decision to publish Greenwald’s exposé.
      


      
        Glenn Greenwald: The journalist and former constitutional lawyer with whom
        whistle-blower Edward Snowden shares the NSA documents that reveal an unprecedented program of domestic
        surveillance in the United States. He writes an explosive series of articles for the Guardian on the spying, and continues to concentrate on surveillance work as a journalist
        today, most recently on his site The Intercept.
      


      
        Ewen MacAskill: The reporter the Guardian
        assigns to babysit Greenwald, who then becomes a valuable part of the team.
      


      
        David Miranda: Greenwald’s husband, who is also harassed by the
        intelligence community, though he has no involvement in the investigation.
      


      
        Laura Poitras: The documentary filmmaker with whom Snowden shares his cache
        of NSA documents. At the time, Poitras had made two documentaries on the time following 9/11, one on the Iraq
        War, and one on Guantanamo. Since then, she has won an Academy Award for Citizenfour, her documentary about the Snowden revelations.
      


      
        Edward Snowden: The cyber-security expert and former CIA and NSA operative
        who becomes a whistle-blower when he reveals a cache of documents detailing unprecedented spying by the NSA on
        ordinary citizens. Castigated by the media and under pressure from the US government, Snowden remains in exile
        in Russia.
      

    


    
      
        Direct Quotes and Analysis
      


      
        “‘I don’t want to be a person who remains afraid to act in defense of my
        principles.’”
      


      
        Though the media portray Snowden as a narcissist or inexperienced hacker, Greenwald finds that Snowden’s
        whistle-blowing is a deeply principled act, one motivated by Snowden’s virtues, done at great risk to himself
        for the benefit of others.
      


      
        “The archive of documents Edward Snowden had assembled was stunning in both size and
        scope. Even as someone who had spent years writing about the dangers of secret US surveillance, I found the
        sheer vastness of the spying system genuinely shocking, all the more so because it had clearly been implemented
        with virtually no accountability, no transparency, and no limits.”
      


      
        Snowden’s top-secret documents revealed a culture within intelligence agencies that regularly viewed the
        content of emails, phone calls, photographs, and metadata with impunity and operated using a program that could
        “search” private communications in a similar way the average person uses Google. Greenwald suggests that up to
        this day, Americans continue to underestimate the extent of NSA spying on private citizens.
      


      
        “Taken in its entirety, the Snowden archive led to an ultimately simple conclusion: the
        US government had built a system that has as its goal the complete elimination of electronic privacy worldwide.
        Far from hyperbole, that is the literal, explicitly stated aim of the surveillance state: to collect, store,
        monitor, and analyze all electronic communication by all people around the globe.”
      


      
        Greenwald points out that the NSA surveillance system is not passive or purely motivated by a desire to stop
        terrorism—the NSA is collecting all communications worldwide, analyzing them, and storing them for potential
        later use—a use that has not yet been determined.
      


      
        “The US government has insisted that much of the surveillance revealed in the Snowden
        archive involves the collection of ‘metadata, not content,’ trying to imply that this kind of spying is not
        intrusive—or at least not to the same degree as intercepting content.…
      


      
        These disingenuous arguments obscure the fact that metadata surveillance can be at least
        as intrusive as content interception, and often even more so.”
      


      
        The NSA often employs the argument that metadata does not reveal private information. However, Greenwald
        details how what spies collect in dossiers—locations, communications, and correspondents—reveal private matters
        as critical as the actual content of each phone call. Greenwald gives us the example of metadata revealing an
        accurate portrait in the phone record of a woman who calls an adult male colleague with whom she speaks often
        on the telephone very late at night, then calling her husband, then her father and siblings, then an abortion
        clinic and a doctor’s office, then a lawyer.
      


      
        “What makes a surveillance system effective in controlling human behavior is the
        knowledge that one’s words and actions are susceptible to monitoring.”
      


      
        Many people often misunderstand the real impact of monitoring and surveillance. They believe that it matters
        little if someone reads their emails, since they’ll find nothing in them of much importance. But this is beside
        the point, says Greenwald. The NSA has little capacity to read every email that’s ever been written, much less
        act on all the information they receive; what’s useful for them is the implication that we all may be watched
        at any time, thus stamping out freedom of speech, or even freedom of thought, before it occurs.
      

    


    
      
        Trivia
      


      
        	Before Edward Snowden, the biggest
        known leak of secret documents was by Daniel Ellsberg, an analyst for RAND Corporation. In 1971, Ellsberg
        photocopied and released thousands of pages of secret documents that implicated the US government in war crimes
        and terrorism during the Vietnam War.


        	As the 2016 Oliver Stone film Snowden depicts, Edward Snowden was not at all a radical ideological liberal or anarchist
        trying to take down the government. He was, in fact, a patriotic conservative Republican, formerly in the US
        Army Reserve, but released for health reasons. He joined the CIA on the basis of his tech expertise, and was
        initially motivated by his patriotic belief in America as a force for good in the world, even with regard to
        the Iraq War. It was his exposure to the NSA surveillance system that spurred him to take the risk and become a
        whistle-blower. He remains more or less conservative.


        	The United Kingdom may be one of the most
        surveilled countries in the world. Thousands of public cameras watch and record the daily activity of millions
        of people, with one camera for every fourteen people in the nation.


        	Both hackers and the NSA can commandeer any cell
        phone in the country or abroad. It can be switched on if it’s off, the camera can be turned on and used to
        watch and record citizens, and all of it without any awareness on the part of the cell phone’s owner. An easy
        way to encrypt all cell phone communication, however, is by using a completely free downloadable app called
        Signal, from Open Whisper Systems.


        	Laura Poitras’s films include: Exact Fantasy (1995), Flag Wars (2003), My
        Country, My Country (2006), The Oath (2010), O’Say
        Can You See … (2011), Citizenfour (2014), and Risk (2016).


        	The USA Freedom Act (2015), a bill that sought to
        restrain the NSA’s spying abilities, was passed a result of Snowden’s revelations. Although it did this to some
        extent, the majority of the bill provided no or little barrier between the reaches of extant surveillance
        programs and the populations of the world. Most or all of the NSA spying programs that Edward Snowden revealed
        in 2013 continue operating today, with only minimal safeguards provided by the Freedom Act.


        	The ACLU’s mission statement is to protect
        American civil liberties, with particular focus on the right to freedom of speech. That’s what drove the
        organization, in 1978, to defend in court the rights of a neo-Nazi group in Skokie, Illinois, to demonstrate
        and express their beliefs regardless of whether their views were widely held or morally respectable. The ACLU
        won the case, though the group never did march through the neighborhood in Skokie where many Holocaust
        survivors lived. Since then the case has come to symbolize the ACLU’s commitment to civil rights, and they
        continue to defend the rights of activists, academics, protestors, and dissidents—of all kinds—to demonstrate
        publicly.

      

    


    
      
        What’s That Word?
      


      
        American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU): A nonprofit and nonpartisan
        organization founded in 1920 that defends and preserves the US Constitution’s promise of liberty for everyone
        in the United States.
      


      
        Boundless informant: An NSA secret data-tracking program that measures
        intelligence collection quantities.
      


      
        Central Intelligence Agency (CIA): One of the many domestic surveillance
        agencies of the United States.
      


      
        Civil liberty: Those laws that establish and promote freedom of thought,
        action, and rights in a democratic society.
      


      
        COINTELPRO (Counter Intelligence Program): A system of covert and illegal FBI programs that monitored and interfered in the
        activity of dissident political groups from 1956 to 1971; many activists insist COINTELPRO is still in
        operation today.
      


      
        COMINT: The term for communications intelligence, as opposed to SIGINT
        (signals intelligence) and HUMINT (human intelligence).
      


      
        Flash drive: A thumb-size device that can now store up to a terabyte of
        data. The efficiency of data storage has huge implications for the surveillance community.
      


      
        FISA Court: The US Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court is a federal
        court that has been accused of “rubber-stamping” NSA requests to spy on targets; between 1979 and 2012, and
        33,900 applications from various federal agencies, the FISA Court has only declined 11 such requests.
      


      
        The Five Eyes: The English-speaking alliance of the United States, Britain,
        Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.
      


      
        Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ): The British intelligence and
        security organization similar to the NSA.
      


      
        Hacktivism: The act of hacking, or breaking into a computer system, to
        promote political or social causes.
      


      
        Metadata: Data that describes other data, such as the record of phone
        message and email senders and recipients as well as time and location of the communication.
      


      
        NOFORN: An intelligence acronym meaning, “no foreign distribution.”
      


      
        NSA: The National Security Agency, whose spying capabilities and practices
        were revealed in detail by Edward Snowden.
      


      
        PRISM: The NSA program that gathers foreign intelligence that passes
        through servers such as Google, Apple, YouTube, Facebook, etc., for patterns of potential criminal activity.
      


      
        Surveillance: Close observation, usually by an entrenched power or secret
        service.
      


      
        X-KEYSCORE: The NSA’s most wide-reaching intelligence collection system,
        allowing operatives to observe communications in real time, at any time, for anyone in the world. The USA
        Freedom Act, which came about as result of Snowden’s revelations, did little to restrain the NSA’s
        capabilities.
      

    


    
      
        Critical Response
      


      
        	A New York Times
        bestseller


        	Winner of the 2014 Geschwister-Scholl-Preis Award


        	One of the Best Books of the Year as selected by Amazon.com, Apple
        iBooks, Library Journal, and the Guardian (UK)

      


      
        “[Greenwald] offers a revealing and disturbing overview, illustrated by dozens of reproduced secret documents,
        of just how far the NSA has gone to achieve [NSA Chief Keith] Alexander’s vision of collecting and knowing it
        all. Relying on newly disclosed and already disclosed documents, Greenwald shows that the scope of the NSA’s
        surveillance exceeds not only our imagination but also the agency’s capacity to even store, much less analyze,
        it all.” —The Washington Post
      


      
        “Greenwald amplifies our understanding of the N.S.A.’s sweeping ambitions … and delivers a fierce argument in
        defense of the right of privacy.” ―The New York Times
      


      
        “Vital for anyone interested in civil liberties … This book is an antidote to the common public perception that
        government spooks are only interested in ‘bad’ people.” ―Chicago Tribune
      


      
        “If you want to get a handle on what was at stake when Snowden downloaded the government’s most precious
        secrets onto a thumb drive, this book is your primer.” —Slate
      


      
        “No Place to Hide pairs eloquent defense of privacy with detailed exegesis of the
        abuses revealed in the NSA’s documents leaked by Edward Snowden.” —The Nation
      

    


    
      
        About Glenn Greenwald
      


      
        Glenn Greenwald is a journalist and former constitutional lawyer for the ACLU. He is the founder of
        The Intercept and a contributor to Salon, the
        Guardian, the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, and the American Conservative. His books
        include No Place to Hide (2014), With Liberty and Justice
        for Some (2011), Great American Hypocrites (2008), and How Would a Patriot Act? (2006). He has won the Park Center I. F. Stone Award for
        Independent Journalism, the 2010 Online Journalism Award, the 2013 Polk Award for national security reporting,
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