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			Context

			Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari belongs to a nonfiction category known as “Big History,” which examines humanity from its origins to the present. Authors such as David Christian (Maps of Time) and Jared Diamond (Guns, Germs, and Steel) have published bestsellers with a similar scope. Sapiens stands apart, not for the breadth of its subject, but for the originality of its approach. Yuval Noah Harari turns the conventional wisdom about our species on its head with novel ideas about the spread of humankind, its effect on the planet, and the importance of language and imagination in human history.

			The book originated from a course taught by Harari, a professor of history at the University of Jerusalem. Originally published in Hebrew in 2011, Sapiens has since become an international bestseller, having been translated into 26 languages; it also spawned an online course that has been audited by some 100,000 people around the world, and an exhibition at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.

		

	
		
			Overview 

			Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind presents a sweeping account of human history, along with startling theories about why our relatively weak and insignificant species has managed to dominate all others and, more importantly, where it is headed now. 

			Author and professor Yuval Noah Harari recounts the story of humankind, from its inauspicious beginnings in East Africa 150,000 years ago to the conquest of outer space and understanding of genetics today. This epic story is divided into broad areas of study whose titles may ring familiar: the Cognitive Revolution, the Agricultural Revolution, and the Scientific Revolution. But just as he dismisses the conventional view of Homo sapiens as an innately superior being, Harari challenges our notions about the major changes that allowed humanity to survive and thrive.

			In the Cognitive Revolution, 70,000 years ago, humans acquired language, and with it, the aptitude to name the objects that surrounded them. Much more useful was the ability to name things that didn’t exist, such as spirits and deities—the “shared myths” that empowered humans to mobilize on a large scale. 

			The migration of Sapiens from East Africa to the other continents led to the extinction of its contemporaries, notably the Neanderthals. The insatiable and efficient human hunters also eliminated much of the world’s megafauna, earning for itself “the dubious distinction of being the deadliest species in the annals of biology.”

			Nature exacted its revenge about 10,000 years ago, when the nomadic hunter-gatherers turned to farming. The Agricultural Revolution, far from a watershed in human progress, was “history’s biggest fraud.” These agile foragers had lived dangerously but enjoyed lots of leisure time, a varied diet, and freedom from many diseases. They exchanged all that for a stationary lifestyle with a restricted diet dominated by a few plant species (wheat, rice, and corn), which, as a result, multiplied on an unprecedented scale. Man didn’t domesticate plants, Harari tell us: Plants domesticated man.

			He recounts the rest of human history with similarly bold assertions. The Scientific Revolution, beginning around AD 1500, was based on “the discovery of ignorance,” a necessary admission that motivated study and experimentation, and led to innovation. Our mastery of science provided the technology—railroads, rifles, canned foods—that drove the military success of the great European empires. Unlike the Europeans, the Arabs and Chinese did not pursue the same level of scientific exploration and as a result, were far less successful imperialists.

			Harari’s long-term view is that human history is by nature chaotic and what we call progress has not brought us any closer to happiness. Nonetheless, he believes humanity today is moving inexorably toward unity—a “global empire” whose leaders are a multi-ethnic, nationless economic elite.

			As this occurs, Sapiens are on the verge of being phased out. The characteristics of the future human race will not be determined by natural selection, but by man-made intelligent design, made possible by biological or genetic engineering. Unfortunately, Harari warns us, today’s Homo sapiens aren’t sure about what form those future humans should take, or the kind of world they should live in.

		

	
		
			Summary 

			Part One: The Cognitive Revolution

			1. An Animal of No Significance

			Homo sapiens (“wise man”), the only surviving species of humans, originated in East Africa 150,000 years ago, and lived simultaneously with many humans, but was an insignificant species, compared to the powerful apes that were its direct ancestors. 

			However, Sapiens’s larger brain and upright posture helped it win the struggle for survival, as did its use of tools and discovery of fire. Moving north into Eurasia, Sapiens encountered the Neanderthals, whom they succeeded in displacing, either by intermingling with, or destroying them. “Tolerance is not a Sapiens trademark,” Harari says, making the first of many links between human evolution and modern social history. 

			2. The Tree of Knowledge

			The Cognitive Revolution occurred about 70,000 years ago, when Sapiens acquired language, its most useful tool. Verbal communication permitted humans to connect over real things—approaching lions, tribal gossip—but more importantly, about things that didn’t exist: deities or shared beliefs, which are the basis of primitive and contemporary societies. 

			Over time, such shared beliefs—whether in a religion, a national history, a legal entity, or the value of money—came to have as much importance as physical objects. Common beliefs also enabled Sapiens, once organized into societies, to motivate large groups of people into action in a short time.

			3. A Day in the Life of Adam and Eve

			The nomadic hunter-gatherers who lived before the Agricultural Revolution—about 12,000 years ago—spent their days searching for edible plants and animals. Despite the dangers they faced, Harari says these Sapiens lived a relatively pleasant life, in what some have termed the original “affluent society.” 

			They worked fewer hours, were more physically fit, and less susceptible to illness; they ate a healthier, more varied diet than their contemporaries. Moreover, they were more observant of their surroundings than their descendants; survival required this of them. In spite of this somewhat idealized view of forager society, the author admits that our knowledge about how their societies were organized is extraordinarily limited.

			4. The Flood

			The migration of Homo sapiens from Africa to the other continents created a global ecological calamity. The hunter-gatherers eliminated many species of the megafauna that inhabited Australia and the Americas, turning Sapiens into “an ecological serial killer.” 

			As the realm of the Sapiens widened, fossilized history shows that Earth’s megafauna simultaneously dwindled, victim to the humans’ insatiable appetite for the vegetation the animals relied on, and their superior hunting skills. This First Wave Extinction by hunters was followed by the Second Wave Extinction by farmers which, in our own time, was followed by the Third Wave Extinction, caused by industrial activity.

			Part Two: The Agricultural Revolution

			5. History’s Biggest Fraud

			The Agricultural Revolution, in which Sapiens evolved from nomadic foragers to stationary farmers, was arguably a step backward for humanity—“history’s greatest fraud.” This era, which began around 10,000 years ago, forced humans to work harder for a diet that was arguably worse for them, while exposing them to diseases from domesticated animals; they also risked starvation if their crops failed or if their land was seized by a warring faction.

			By producing much more food in a reduced space, Sapiens multiplied at an exponential rate, making humanity a success in evolutionary terms. However, the domesticated plants (wheat, potatoes, and rice) were really the winners, as they multiplied at an even greater rate and man became more dependent on them. Rather than man domesticating a few plants, plants domesticated man by keeping him in one place.

			6. Building Pyramids

			The Agricultural Revolution obliged Sapiens to form coherent societies to defend their farmhouses and villages. This led to the creation of ruling elites, or hierarchies, who lived at the top of the “social pyramid,” and fed on the surplus food produced by the work of the vast majority. Harari suggests that this is an “imagined order”—a subjective means of organization which people have subscribed to for centuries.

			All human societies, from the days of Jericho (8500 BC) to the Akkadian Empire (c. 2250 BC) to the democratic United States, are “imagined orders” based on shared myths and beliefs that bind and motivate large groups of people to live and work together. In order to function, an imagined set of rules—such as the Babylonian Code of Hammurabi or the Declaration of Independence—has to be followed by all of society. A “social contract” can only be rewritten if there is collective agreement on what the new order should be. 

			7. Memory Overload

			As civilizations grew more complex, the need arose to store data, particularly mathematical information, about such things as tax collections. The ancient Sumerians invented writing—the use of signs to represent numbers. By 2500 BC, this had developed into cuneiform, a full script visually representing verbal language.

			As the accumulation of information grew, ancient societies invented systems of record keeping that required accountants, scribes, and bureaucrats. Eventually, mathematical script—the system of numbers that is used universally today—became the dominant written language. Harari asserts that writing, specifically mathematical writing, which was created to serve humanity, is now becoming its master. 

			As writing grew in importance, language changed the human thought process from free association to the compartmentalized, bureaucratic thinking that reigns in the computer age.

			8. There is No Justice in History

			The “imagined orders” of human civilization gave rise to hierarchies, all of which proclaim them to be natural and just. Traditional Indian society was organized by caste; American society, by race; and Ottoman society, by religion. Religion has also helped preserve these social hierarchies—for example, by providing a biblical justification for slavery. Because there are no biological or genetic grounds to justify them, hierarchies can only be understood by studying the history of the different cultures.

			The one hierarchical order that persists across almost all cultures and races is the dominance of men over women. Harari offers no specific explanation for this, but dismisses the usual theories about men being physically stronger or naturally more competitive. If cooperation, not competition, is the basis of Sapiens’s superiority, he asks, then why haven’t women—who are by nature more cooperative—led the human race?

			Part Three: The Unification of Humankind

			9. The Arrow of History 

			Cultures are defined by values that are in constant flux, to such a degree that there seems to be a “cognitive dissonance” within societies. Modern democracies struggle to balance the notions of equality and individual freedom, when achieving one often depends on curtailing the other. Despite this constant cultural instability, humanity seems to be moving inexorably toward unity.

			Travel, trade, and conquest brought exchanges in human culture: Spanish horses were introduced to America, making the Plains Indians great horsemen, while potatoes from Peru became the staple crop of Ireland. As cultural barriers fell and unique cultural identities weakened, the move toward unity gained momentum, propelled by money, empire, and religion. 

			10. The Scent of Money

			One of humanity’s most powerful shared beliefs is the value of money. The first form of currency, created by the Sumerians, had both intrinsic value and practical use: it consisted of a liter of barley. When money became representative, in the form of shells, beads, coins, and banknotes, it helped create a system of trade that was universally accepted. This led to the development of complex economic systems.

			The downside is that money has become an end in and of itself, driving people to disregard the traditional values of family and community that were formerly the underpinning of their cultures.

			11. Imperial Visions

			For the past 2,500 years, Harari tells us the “empire has been the world’s most common form of political organisation.” Imperialists have sought to conquer and then unify people, folding them into something like an extended family. He points out that the British Empire, the largest in history, was ruled by a democracy. This idealized view of empire ignores the fact that large numbers of the empire’s inhabitants did not live in freedom, much less in democracy.

			As generations passed, conquered peoples often accepted the language, customs, religious beliefs, and values of their rulers and, invoking those same values, demanded to be treated as equals. The new, multinational economic elite that has emerged from imperialism is comprised of professionals of all types who are part of an emerging global empire who see themselves as members of a worldwide society, with challenges and goals that are common to all.

			12. The Law of Religion

			Religion, along with money and empire, has been the third great unifier of humanity. Formalized religious beliefs appeared around the time of the Agricultural Revolution, as farmers appealed to a higher power for good weather for their crops, and fertility for their domesticated animals. Man’s relationship with the gods, and his need to please them, therefore became crucial. 

			Many of religion’s forms—polytheism, monotheism, and dualism—are based on a belief in supernatural beings, or deities. Others, such as Buddhism, focus on humanity itself and the idea of a superhuman order that should guide our behavior. 

			In the modern era, such humanist religions are defined as ideologies: liberalism, communism, capitalism, or nationalism. However, all forms of religion, whether they revolve around a supernatural being (such as Christianity’s God) or a superhuman order (such as communism, which is legislated by humans), are on a collision course with science, which increasingly tells us that our behaviors are dictated by genetics and hormones—like any other species, even ants. 

			13. The Secret of Success 

			Although humanity may be progressing in an orderly fashion toward unity, human history is, in fact, chaotic—a constant journey through a series of crossroads where any number of paths could be selected. History’s choices are not made for human benefit and humanity has not necessarily improved as history has progressed (this recalls Harari’s previous assertion that humans were healthier as hunter-gatherers). There is no evidence that successful cultures—the ones that have managed to reproduce themselves on a large scale—are the best for humanity.

			Part Four: The Scientific Revolution

			14. The Discovery of Ignorance

			The basis of modern science is the recognition of ignorance, which motivates observation, measurement, and the elaboration of theories, all of which are methods of empirical scientific research. Science today has great prestige because, like religion in the past, it provides answers to the world’s great questions.

			Consider the difference between medieval European society, where “logic, grammar and rhetoric formed the educational core,” and modern Western schooling, that includes math. Mastery of the rules of mathematics enables one to understand statistics, psychology, and other disciplines that require exact science.

			Though often applied in ways that are beneficial to people, such as medicine or energy, scientific research in the modern era can also be used to create technologies that result in new ways we can harm each other: weaponry. 

			However, almost all scientific study requires financing. The decision on whether or not to fund a project depends on its ability to further a political, military, or economic objective. Science is therefore never pure, but reflects the ideology or religion of the society that produces it, and is a tool that allows human societies to further their own agendas, whether economic, political, or religious. Propelled by the goals of empire and funded by capital, science has become the driving force of history in the past 500 years. 

			15. The Marriage of Science and Empire

			The spread of the great empires of Europe and the United States was propelled by the growth of science. The Western nations produced railroads, canned foods, and machine guns to support their advancing armies. But they also studied the countries they conquered, learning their languages, histories, and natural sciences.

			The success of the great European empires was due partly to their willingness to recognize their own ignorance, a quality lacking in the Arab or Chinese imperialists, who thought they knew everything about the world. The Europeans had accepted the thought systems of science and capitalism, which were the driving forces behind imperialism; they had the “mentality of conquest,” the insatiable ambition to explore and conquer. 

			16. The Capitalist Creed 

			For most of history, growth of the global economy was relatively stagnant. Starting in AD 1500, the world economy began posting enormous growth, with global GDP rising to $250 billion. Today, it’s around $60 trillion. The reason was credit, which is based on trust in the borrower and in the future. The Scientific Revolution likewise brought a belief in a better future. If the resources made possible by credit were invested in the future, growth would naturally result.

			Capitalism combined with empire as financiers in Holland, France, Great Britain, Spain, and Portugal funded not only the exploration of the Americas, Africa, and Asia, but also the wars to conquer those areas and turn them into wealth-producing colonies. However, imperialism revealed the basic flaw of free-market capitalism: it cannot assure that profits are made fairly or distributed equally.

			Chapter 17. The Wheels of Industry

			As global production rose, access to the world supply of energy and raw materials increased, thanks to science and technology. The steam engine and subsequent inventions of the early 1800s spawned the Industrial Revolution, which led to the mass production of food and consumer goods of all kinds.

			Production has increased dramatically, due to cheap energy, materials, and greater efficiencies, which drives the capitalist economies. There is more to sell and, therefore, more to buy.

			Consumerism has become a secular religion that preaches immediate satisfaction, as opposed to Christianity’s requirement of earthly sacrifice in exchange for eternal bliss. One of the most visible and noxious effects of consumerism is obesity, which, ironically, has led to more consumer products, in the form of the diet foods industry.

			Chapter 18. A Permanent Revolution

			The Industrial Revolution saw commerce and globalization increase, as clocks set everyone on the same schedule—for trains, for work, for the evening news on TV.

			And the traditional societal structures of family and community were replaced by the state and the market. Families formerly provided safety, education, employment, health care, and support in retirement, but—in most advanced societies, the state now supplies many of these “benefits.” Meanwhile, career, place of residence, choice of partner, and even sexual habits are increasingly dictated by the market, though this is not always obvious to the individual.

			The local community has been replaced by “imagined communities,” the most important being the nation and what Harari terms the “consumer tribe.” (e.g., users of Apple products or hybrid-car enthusiasts). Humans living in nations enjoy far more security than they did in premodern societies. War has become more expensive and much less profitable than in the past, so the elite that rules the emerging global empire has no interest in promoting armed conflict.

			Chapter 19. And They Lived Happily Ever After

			Human society has undergone enormous changes in the past 500 years, but are humans any happier? Happiness can be viewed as a momentary condition that results from raising our levels of serotonin, dopamine, or oxytocin. In this view, the only route to happiness is through biochemistry. 

			However, happiness may also be the measure of an individual’s satisfaction with his or her life, which depends largely on society’s view of what is important. Here, Harari inserts a mini-treatise on Buddhism, which eschews the pursuit of happiness in favor of the struggle to overcome human cravings. 

			The progress in human society over the centuries has not necessarily brought us any closer to happiness. Harari concludes that the key to attaining happiness is not pleasure or achievement, but knowing the truth about oneself. 

			Chapter 20. The End of Homo Sapiens

			Humanity stands at the cusp of a new era in which natural selection will be replaced by intelligent design—driven by humans, through genetic or biological engineering. This creates a world of moral and ethical choices, which will be dictated by the desire to prolong human life, cure diseases, or create superior human beings. 

			The most radical changes in the future will not occur in the technology we use, but in the human race itself. The future version of Homo sapiens, or its successor, could be a totally different being: more intelligent, impervious to more diseases, free of sexual or reproductive urges. With these changes in human biology and psychology, Homo sapiens may disappear altogether. 

			Afterword: The Animal that Became a God

			The insignificant animal that was Homo sapiens 70,000 years ago today stands “on the verge of becoming a god.” Over the centuries, humanity has made immense progress in many fields, but has done relatively little to relieve human suffering. Humanity remains dissatisfied with its achievements but worse yet, unsure of what it actually wants to achieve in the future.

		

	
		
			Timeline

			The numbers in this list indicate years before the present. 

			2.5 million: The genus Homo appears in Africa.

			500,000: Neanderthals evolve in Europe and the Middle East.

			200,000: The earliest Homo sapiens appear in East Africa.

			70,000: The Cognitive Revolution. Humans begin using language.

			30,000: Homo neanderthalensis, Neanderthal man, becomes extinct after his encounter with Sapiens, who spread to Eurasia and Australia.

			12,000: The Agricultural Revolution changes Sapiens from nomadic hunter-gatherers to stationary farmers. 

			5,000: First kingdoms appear.

			4,250: The Akkadian Empire, the first in history, is founded by Sargon in Mesopotamia.

			2,500: Coinage, the first universal money, is invented. 

			2,000: The Roman Empire dominates the Mediterranean basin; the Han Empire rules China; Christianity is founded.

			500: The Scientific Revolution: The admission of ignorance leads to great scientific discoveries and vast power for the European empires. Capitalism begins its long rise.

			241: Adam Smith publishes The Wealth of Nations.

			200: The Industrial Revolution: The state and the market take on the roles of the family and the community.

			The Present: Man achieves the power to destroy mankind and to travel beyond the earth’s boundaries. 

			The Future: Humanity enters a new era in which natural selection will be replaced by human intentionality, through biological and genetic engineering.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Christopher Columbus: An Italian navigator who, financed by Queen Isabella of Spain, became the first European to travel to the Americas, although he believed he had sailed to the East Indies.

			James Cook: A British Royal Navy captain, cartographer, and geographer, whose exploration of previously uncharted areas of the South Pacific paved the way for Britain’s conquest of Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand.

			Cyrus the Great: Emperor of Persia who, around 550 BC, claimed to have conquered the entire world—and according to him, it was for the benefit of its people.

			Siddhartha Gautama: Indian noble from the Himalaya region who founded the Buddhist religion around 500 BC.

			Gilgamesh: The mythical king of Uruk, protagonist of the myth of ancient Sumer, in which he sought to kill death. After a long journey and many adventures, Gilgamesh acquired the wisdom that death is inevitable.

			Hammurabi: King of the first Babylonian dynasty (1810–1750 BC), author of the Code of Hammurabi—the world’s first set of laws.

			Homo erectus: “Upright man”; an Asian species that lived for more than two million years, longer than any other humans, including Sapiens.

			Homo neanderthalensis: “Man from the Neander Valley”; a human species that developed in Europe and western Asia, but disappeared with the arrival of Sapiens.

			Homo sapiens: “Wise man”; the only surviving species of the genus Homo.

			Sargon: The king of Kish in Mesopotamia, he went on to become the ruler of the Akkadian Empire. Sargon, like others after him, claimed he had conquered the entire world.

			Adam Smith: Scottish philosopher whose seminal work, The Wealth of Nations, is regarded as the bible of modern capitalism. Smith believed that pursuit of individual profit was the best way to achieve collective wealth.

			Amerigo Vespucci: The Italian explorer who proved that the territories first discovered by Columbus were not the outer reaches of India, but an entirely new continent, which was later named after him.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“Tolerance is not a Sapiens trademark. In modern times, a small difference in skin color, dialect or religion has been enough to prompt one group of Sapiens to set about exterminating another group.”

			There are several theories to explain the disappearance of other early cultures. Here Harari speculates that the disappearance of the Neanderthals and others may have been the result of a genocide at the hands of dominant Sapiens. The Neanderthals, who had been living for many years harmoniously among megafauna and flora, were wiped out incredibly quickly after coming into contact with Sapiens. This is not necessarily out of character for Sapiens. Throughout history, humans have hunted animals to extinction and killed each other over countless differences in belief systems, such as religion, race, or caste.

			“The truly unique feature of our language is not its ability to transmit information about men and lions. Rather, it’s the ability to transmit information about things that do not exist at all.”

			Language enabled man to share information about real things but, more importantly, about nonexistent things—gods, spirits, fairies—making it possible to connect with each other, unify, and mobilize large numbers of people, which led to the creation of powerful communities, kingdoms, and empires. 

			“Long before the Industrial Revolution, Homo sapiens held the record among all organisms for driving the most plant and animal species to extinction. We have the dubious distinction of being the deadliest animals in the annals of biology.” 

			The arrival of Homo sapiens to Australia 45,000 years ago led to the extinction of the megafauna. Upon the arrival of Homo sapiens to North and South America 12,000 years ago, the same thing occurred: the near-extinction of the vast variety of large animals on those continents. The Galapagos Islands are a famous example of what happens when a place is untouched by humans until the modern age: The unique plant and animal life there is still intact, such as the giant tortoises, who show no fear of humans because they don’t know that they should.

			“Money is the only trust system created by humans that can bridge almost any cultural gap, and that does not discriminate on the basis of religion, gender, race, age or sexual orientation.”

			Money, a system created to facilitate trade, is based on trust among strangers and universal convertibility; there is typically no intrinsic value to the coins, notes, or electronic data that are being exchanged. The other side of the coin is that people can toil tirelessly for money and forget what could be considered more important: love, family, community, friendship, and happiness. 

			“Evolution has made Homo sapiens, like other social animals, a xenophobic creature. Sapiens instinctively divide humanity into two parts, ‘we and they.’”

			Harari asserts that people are by nature intolerant, with an instinct to obliterate those who are even slightly different from themselves. This can be seen again and again throughout history: America with racial injustice, India’s caste system, etc. These “differences” between peoples are imagined, yet very powerful. Human societies are created when individuals agree on a certain set of beliefs about who should have power and who should be subservient. 

			“We cannot explain the choices that history makes, but we can say something very important about them: history’s choices are not made for the benefit of humans. There is absolutely no proof that human well-being improves as history rolls along.” 

			Here Harari seeks to debunk the notion of historical determinism; in his view, history is and has always been chaotic and unpredictable. We cannot understand why everything evolves the way it does, but it’s not necessarily been the best possible outcome, since such a judgment is entirely subjective. And, of course, there is no way to know what could have been had the path of history taken other routes in the past.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					The Industrial Revolution dramatically reduced the number of farmers while causing food production to skyrocket. In the United States today, only 2% of the population works in agriculture, but enough food is produced to feed the entire country and export a surplus.

					If a species’ success in evolutionary terms is measured by its numbers, chickens are the clear winners. The world currently has a population of about 25 billion chickens, compared to a human population of 7 billion. The second, third, and fourth most numerous large mammals are cattle, pigs, and sheep.

					The first map of the human genome, completed in 2001, took 15 years to complete and cost $3 billion. Today, anyone can have their DNA mapped in a matter of weeks for a few hundred dollars.

					The Human Brain Project, begun in 2005 at Switzerland’s EPFL (École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne), seeks to build an artificial human brain inside a computer, one that would speak and reason like a person. 

					Death may soon become an option for humans. Scientists are developing a biological immune system that could eliminate cancerous cells, along with viruses and bacteria, and reverse the aging process. By 2050, human life may be extended indefinitely, although it could still be ended by fatal trauma.

					The “gorging gene” theory suggests that the drive to eat foods loaded with fat and sugar is hardwired into our DNA. If one of our hunter-gatherer ancestors came across a ripe fruit, the logical process was to eat as many as possible before someone or something else got to it.

					Human beings are born premature by the standards of most mammals. A kitten can leave its mother to forage just weeks after birth, but human children are dependent on their parent for years. 

					Humans who lived a million years ago, despite their larger brains and sharp stone tools, dwelled in constant fear of predators because they lacked the physical strength to kill them. They also predominately used their primitive technology to crack the bones from carcasses left behind by more powerful animals, to get to and extract the marrow for consumption.

					Despite the vast differences in cultures all over the world, most humans fall into a gender hierarchy. We are classified as man or woman, and women are considered the lesser class. 

					When asked what inspired him to research and write Sapiens, Harari said, “All the major problems of the world are global in nature; whether it’s global warming or the rise of artificial intelligence. I therefore thought that the general public needs a good grasp of global history in order to understand their own lives.”

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Bonobo: A species of chimpanzees regarded as the closest relative of humans, organized into matriarchal societies.

			Capitalism: A society in which the means of production are owned by a private class, and not the state.

			Caste: An ethnographic system for organizing the people of a culture, as found in India, where your place in society is determined for you at birth and dictates where you “rank” among your people.

			Consumerism: A societal drive to consume goods and services.

			Full script: A system of written signs that represents all of spoken language. The cuneiform system of the Sumerians, Egyptian hieroglyphics, and modern-day braille are all full scripts.

			Genus: The taxonomic category that comes before species and after family, and is capitalized, as “Homo” in Homo sapiens.

			Imperialism: One state’s rule over another, often achieved by military invasion.

			Megafauna: Term for large animals, many of which became extinct due to the direct and indirect practices of Sapiens.

			Meme: A unit of cultural information that is passed from one generation to another, the equivalent of the gene in biology.

			Obsidian: A volcanic glass used by the ancient inhabitants of New Guinea to make sharp tools.

			Partial script: A system of signs that is limited to one sphere of human activity, such as numbers.

			Sila: The first known form of money. In ancient Sumer, a sila was a bowl that held a liter of barley and therefore had intrinsic as well as representative value.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					Winner of the Wenjin Book Award

					An international bestseller

					A Mark Zuckerberg book club pick

					A President Barack Obama summer reading list pick

			

			“This riveting, myth-busting book cannot be summarized in any detail; you will simply have to read it. Harari’s challenging message will be resisted, and may be attacked. But his analysis is compelling, and for those who are ready to open their minds, his book will be richly illuminating.” —The Financial Times

			“Sapiens is one of those rare books that lives up to the publisher’s blurb. It really is thrilling and breath-taking; it actually does question our basic narrative of the world.” —The Guardian

			“It gives you a sense of perspective, in how briefly we’ve been on this earth, how short things like agriculture and science have been around, and why it makes sense for us to not take them for granted.” —President Barack Obama

			“An encyclopedic approach from a well-versed scholar who is concise but eloquent, both skeptical and opinionated, and open enough to entertain competing points of view.” —Kirkus Reviews

			“Harari is a lucid, charming writer, capable of encapsulating difficult concepts and complex stories and spinning them into a masterful synthesis.” —The Nation

		

	
		
			About Yuval Noah Harari

			Yuval Noah Harari is an Israeli historian and professor whose work has centered on military, medieval, and macro-history.  

			Born in Haifa, Israel, Harari studied at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and later at Jesus College, Oxford, where he received his doctorate. His first published books focused on military history in the Middle Ages. However, Harari’s move into “Big History” with Sapiens, published in 2014, made him a literary celebrity, first in Israel and later internationally. Sapiens’s sweeping review of the past was followed by Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow.
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