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        Context
      


      
        Strangers in Their Own Land is sociologist Arlie Russell Hochschild’s thoughtful
        and in-depth analysis of the rise of conservatism among the white working class. Hochschild conducted her
        research during the rise of the Tea Party and wrote the book during the run-up to the 2016 US presidential
        election in which Donald Trump steadily gained electoral ground.
      


      
        It’s difficult for many voters who reside in the liberal enclaves of coastal cities to understand the degree
        and nature of Trump’s popularity, but, as Hochschild shows, the seeds for that victory were sown years ago. To
        begin to understand the reasons behind his win, and the reasons behind the rise of the Tea Party in
        America—which supports many policies that appear to go against the best interests of small-town America—is a
        fascinating and complex journey.
      


      
        To undertake her research, Hochschild spent time with conservative, Christian communities in the American
        South. There, doing her best to maintain neutrality, she listened to their ideas, while still unpacking some of
        their more contradictory beliefs. Over five years, Hochschild meets and engages with all types of people—from
        postal workers to machine operators to truck drivers—in all sorts of settings—from Trump rallies to church
        revivals to backyard BBQs—in an attempt to understand this growing population that no longer feels at home in
        their own country.
      


      
        Timely, moving, and informative, the New York Times named Strangers in Their Own Land one of the best books to help explain the rise of Trump.
      

    


    
      
        Overview
      


      
        In order to understand the gains made by the Tea Party, Hochschild, a liberal sociologist based in the Bay
        Area, travels to rural and small-town Louisiana to explore the political terrain and meet conservative voters.
        There, she discovers a landscape that is as much upended by environmental concerns as political ones, with
        long-term injustices perpetrated on the region by a succession of oil and chemical companies, culminating in
        the Bayou Corne Sinkhole, an ecological disaster zone which has forced many residents—including Tea Party
        voters—to abandon their homes. Yet the mood of these residents remains strongly anti-government, set against
        the very institution that seeks to curb these environmental irregularities and control some of the more extreme
        abuses of safety law and the environment. Why should these people be so opposed to a government that is
        ostensibly there to help them?
      


      
        When speaking to locals in several modest Louisiana communities, Hochschild takes a sympathetic,
        nonconfrontational approach. She considers the church’s impact, concepts of community and individualism, and
        the priorities of people who continue to vote for right-wing big-business candidates. The answers she finds
        were not those she expected, and her careful analysis sheds light on some of America’s most damaged
        communities. Strangers in Their Own Land draws a picture of an embittered,
        embattled community that nonetheless possesses a strong intention to survive and to pursue its version of the
        American Dream.
      

    


    
      
        Summary
      


      
        Preface
      


      
        Hochschild is concerned about the increasing political divide in America. While liberals feel that the
        Republican Party is looking for ways to demolish the federal government and reduce or stop help to the poor and
        vulnerable, conservatives believe that the Democrats are a liberal and bloated elite that spend large amounts
        of money in exchange for votes. Hailing from the left-leaning San Francisco Bay Area, Hochschild is familiar
        with the left’s position, but not the right’s.
      


      
        Hochschild’s earlier research on paid parental leave drives much of her initial questioning—for example, her
        time spent with medical insurance representative Sharon Galicia, an enthusiastic and bright Tea Party supporter
        who could benefit considerably from paid parental leave, and yet whose chosen party opposes it.
      


      
        As the child of a foreign service worker, Hochschild was brought up in an environment of questioning, but also
        one of reaching out—seeking to understand people who are different from herself. In researching this book, she
        feels that she is once again seeking to understand people in a foreign land, but this time, the land is her
        own.
      


      
        Part One: The Great Paradox
      


      
        1. Traveling to the Heart
      


      
        The political divide between Republicans and Democrats is only getting wider. There are now forty-five million
        people (about 15% of Americans) who support the Tea Party. The “empathy walls”—the obstacles to a deep
        understanding of a person who has different beliefs—are growing higher. The single issue that most clearly
        indicates political direction is belief in climate change. Most Tea Party voters and many conservative citizens
        simply don’t believe in it, yet red states have higher rates of pollution—in addition to divorce, teen
        pregnancy, obesity, and lower life expectancy—and their residents continually vote to defund federal and state
        departments regulating education, environmental protection, Medicare, Pell grants, and more.
      


      
        One such voter is Mike Schaff, an elderly Louisiana resident whose grandfather ran a sugarcane plantation. Mike
        himself became involved in the oil industry, and ironically, was forced to leave his home as the result of an
        ecological disaster caused by an under-regulated drilling company. Yet he is also a Tea Party supporter,
        opposed to heavier regulation of oil and other industries. Why, Hochschild asks, do people vote for policies
        that don’t help them and improve their lives?
      


      
        There are several theories. Alec MacGillis, writing in the New York Times, proposes
        the “two notches up” thesis. For instance, rich people who have their own healthcare or send their children to
        private school vote to defund public healthcare or education, while those who do use those
        public services don’t vote. But Hochschild feels that doesn’t fully explain it, because affluent people who
        disapprove of these services still use them.
      


      
        Hochschild seeks other explanations—for instance, regionalism. Historically, communities in the liberal
        Northeast believed in a government for the common good, while those in the South resisted federal power.
        Although, this doesn’t tell the whole story either: Most far-right voters are white, low to middle class,
        married, Christian, and older, and they live all across the United States.
      


      
        Perhaps the right-led media, such as Fox News, or rich Tea Party investors, such as the Koch brothers, are
        misleading people? But in all of these ideas, Hochschild finds an absence: the emotional core of voting. What
        do people really feel about a range of issues? What are they told they ought to feel? To understand the Tea Party voter, Hochschild scales the empathy wall and digs
        deeper; this is a human story as much as political one.
      


      
        She bases herself in Lake Charles, Louisiana, a state where half of the residents support the Tea Party. Over a
        five-year period, Hochschild compiles more than four thousand pages of interview transcripts with over forty
        Tea Party supporters.
      


      
        2. “One Thing Good”
      


      
        Hochschild interviews Lee Sherman, an elderly man who used to work at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, a local plant.
        While there, he was subjected to several industrial accidents—once, his clothes were entirely burned off his
        body. He was also asked to take a gurney full of chemicals down to the edge of the shore of Bayou d’Inde and
        release the contents into the water, twice a day, for years. He didn’t like it, but he was afraid of losing his
        job and his livelihood. Gradually, the life in the bayou—the pelicans, the turtles, the egrets, and the
        fish—died, and Sherman himself grew ill from exposure to these chemicals. Louisiana had become the number one
        hazardous-waste producer in the region. Prodded by his conscience, Sherman is now an ardent environmentalist,
        and has publicly spoken out against the plant’s dumping. Even still, he supports a politician who campaigns for
        cuts to the Environmental Protection Agency. He is at the heart of what Hochschild calls the “Great Paradox.”
      


      
        Lee is typical of people who feel betrayed by the federal government, a feeling they usually arrive at in one
        of three ways: religion (they believe the government curbs religious rights); a distrust of taxes (which they
        feel are too high); and the loss of honor (which Hochschild will explain in later chapters). The way Lee sees
        it, although Pittsburgh Plate Glass treated him—and the environment—poorly, at least they paid him; meanwhile,
        the IRS seems to only want to take money away. Compounding these beliefs is the echo chamber in which he lives:
        Fox News, his church, and other conservative members of his community.
      


      
        3. The Rememberers
      


      
        Harold Areno is a seventy-seven-year-old Cajun pipefitter living on the contaminated Bayou d’Inde. His family
        has lived there for three generations and survived partly off the land—fishing and growing vegetables. But when
        industrial plants came to the region, the fish died and the air began to smell. Most of their relatives and
        neighbors died young from cancer; Harold and his wife, Annette, are both cancer survivors. Harold no longer
        eats fish from the bayou, but his son, Derwin, born in 1962, eats them occasionally. Like Lee Sherman, Harold
        worked at Pittsburgh Plate Glass.
      


      
        Although they think industry should do more to clean up the bayou, they nevertheless vote for Republican
        candidates who believe in relaxing restrictions on corporations and defunding environmental agencies. “We vote
        for candidates that put the Bible where it belongs,” says Harold. The Areno family believes in climate change
        through their Bible study; the Book of Revelation speaks of ruin, which they think is environmental. Yet the
        Arenos are somewhat unusual in their belief. Many others in the region choose instead to believe in commercial
        and industrial “progress.” Regardless of climate issues, the Arenos vote for candidates that cater to their
        moral concerns such as pro-life policies.
      


      
        4. The Candidates
      


      
        Hochschild attends several rallies for congressional Republican candidates Charles Boustany and Jeff Landry.
        She wonders how the candidates are going to approach issues of industrial pollution—which affect so many of the
        state’s inhabitants—and why a poor state with 44% government funding is so strongly against the government. The
        candidates are pro-oil, anti-government, and say nothing about the environment. Nor does anyone question
        Boustany’s record of voting against Wall Street regulations, a measure that would hurt the many local
        small-business owners. Help, they say, should come from community and church, not Washington.
      


      
        Hochschild meets a group of retired plant workers at a Landry union hall campaign stop. The men, who are white,
        are less concerned with environmental destruction, pollution, dirty air, their health, or the lack of jobs,
        than they are that their money is being given away to non-working and undeserving people in the form of taxes.
      


      
        While the political candidates stay silent on environmental issues, Hochschild meets one man who doesn’t:
        General Russel Honoré. In the aftermath of
        Hurricane Katrina, the decorated general led the Joint Task Force that rescued thousands of stranded New
        Orleans residents. He believes that industrial plants should be held accountable and should fix what they’ve
        broken. But voters, focusing on the promise of jobs, fail to hold the businesses (and the employers) to higher
        standards.
      


      
        What if there was an environmental disaster so bad that people couldn’t ignore it? That’s exactly what happened
        in 2010. The BP oilrig Deepwater Horizon exploded off the coast of Louisiana, killing eleven and injuring
        seventeen workers. The spilled oil caused ninety thousand fishermen to lose their jobs, and killed countless
        birds, fish, shrimp, whales, crabs, and dolphins. President Obama placed a moratorium on deepwater drilling
        until the reasons for the blowout could be established, something even BP was okay with, but many people in the
        area were opposed to this. They argue that it’s not in the company’s own interest to allow spills to happen, so
        the government should step back and allow for self-regulation. But Hochschild wonders, why do jobs and clean
        air and water have to be at odds?
      


      
        But self-regulation doesn’t always work. Louisiana is a highly unregulated state. The state has some of the
        most lax laws on alcohol and guns, yet Louisiana has the highest rate of death by gunfire in the country,
        double the national average. In addition, regulations are unequally distributed across gender and racial lines.
        The laws regulating pursuits engaged in by mostly white men are almost nonexistent—guns, liquor, wearing
        motorcycle helmets. However, regulations that target women and black men are much tighter, as seen in
        restrictions on reproductive rights and wearing low cut pants. There is a lot of talk about freedom to
        do something (buy guns, drink alcohol on the street), but not much about freedom
        from (having an unwanted child, staying out of jail—Louisiana incarcerates the
        highest proportion of its population in the entire country).
      


      
        5. The “Least Resistant Personality”
      


      
        Dr. Paul Templet, a PhD in chemical physics, meets with Hochschild to discuss the role of oil in Louisiana.
        Despite what local residents tell Hochschild about the plentiful jobs in oil, less than 10% of Louisiana jobs
        are in the industry. Furthermore, oil negatively impacts other job sectors such as fishing (pollution kills
        fish), tourism (tourists don’t want to sunbathe on tar-strewn beaches), and jobs in the public sector (to
        incentivize the oil industry to come to Louisiana, the state offers large tax breaks, and the lack of revenue
        forces the state to lay off government workers in areas like education and healthcare). The money doesn’t
        “trickle down” either—most oil companies are based abroad and most temporary workers are foreign, so neither
        the executives nor the employees spend their money locally. Furthermore, studies have shown that states with
        stricter regulations actually have more jobs available, not less. The oil companies do give something back:
        highly visible (and popular) gifts, such as building local museums, via money that comes from government
        subsidies.
      


      
        Statistically, not only do those living in red states suffer from higher rates of pollution than those living
        in blue states, but red-state residents also call for less regulation. Residents who live in red-state counties
        with higher exposure to pollution are also more likely to believe the government is already doing enough to
        regulate the environment, and that Americans are too concerned with environmental issues. They are also more
        likely to identify as Republican.
      


      
        So why do big oil companies build their plants in Louisiana? Hochschild discovers a leaked 1984 report compiled
        for the California Waste Management Board by a private consultancy firm about the possibility of building an
        “undesirable” plant in a community. The report, based on interviews and questionnaires, included a list of
        characteristics of the “least resistant personality” that would fight against the building of the plant:
        conservative, Catholic, uninvolved or uninterested in social issues and activism, working in
        nature-exploitative industries such as mining or farming, Republican, no education beyond high school,
        residents of the South or Midwest, and advocates of the free market. This describes many of the Louisiana
        residents, both then and now.
      


      
        Part Two: The Social Terrain
      


      
        6. Industry: “The Buckle in America’s Energy Belt.”
      


      
        A very happy Bob Hardey, the mayor of Westlake, Louisiana, shows Hochschild around his town. Sasol, the South
        African petrochemical giant, is building a $21 billion energy complex in Westlake, part of a larger $84 billion
        investment spread throughout the state. The company is buying out property and churches for their complex and
        for the “man camps” which house the foreign, mostly Irish and Filipino, workers, who not only work for less,
        but are already skilled at their jobs and need no training. Sasol has been granted approval by Louisiana to
        emit ten million tons of greenhouse gasses into the air and to use thirteen million gallons of water
        daily—water that will be released back into the river highly contaminated. If people complain about the smell
        or the pollution from the plants, Hardey tells them it smells like “rice and gravy”—money, and dinner on the
        table. Yet Hardey has still not received a cent from Sasol, and with a town already in debt, his plans to
        beautify and improve Westlake appear impossible.
      


      
        Fracking—gas extraction from shale—is also on “the brink of a boom” in Louisiana. Locals are excited about the
        job prospects, but no one is talking about the environmental consequences.
      


      
        Mayor Hardey describes himself as a moderate Republican who is proud of the way he has succeeded and cared for
        his family, thanks to his career at a local plant. He doesn’t believe in affirmative action or welfare; it’s
        the “poor me” attitude that he finds most insulting.
      


      
        However, Westlake does have a problem. It’s run down and Sasol wants a nice place to attract higher-tier
        workers. They’d like pleasant parks and good schools, as well as a new well and larger roads for their trucks.
        But money has been drained out of the public sector, and Sasol has negotiated out of paying for the
        renovations, forcing the state to foot the bill. Hardey gets nothing, and must deal with the unwelcome thought
        that Westlake itself has become a “poor me.”
      


      
        Hochschild contrasts the attitude taken by Louisiana state governor from 1928–1932, Huey Long, who built roads,
        hospitals, and schools, with the more recent governor Bobby Jindal, who, between 2007 and 2015, drew $1.6
        billion from schools and hospitals to give as incentives to companies.
      


      
        7. The State: Governing the Market 4,000 Feet Below
      


      
        In 2012, Texas Brine, a Houston-based drilling company, drilled too far into a salt dome, causing the massive
        Bayou Corne Sinkhole. Since then, the sinkhole has swallowed trees, boats, and land, and now stretches over
        thirty-seven acres. Oil and natural gas oozes up onto the surface of the bayou, and there is so much gas in the
        ground that it is unsafe for people to light matches in their homes.
      


      
        When Hochschild speaks to resident Mike Schaff, he lives in his home alone, with a gas monitor installed in the
        garage; his family has already moved elsewhere, as have other families, because they consider it too dangerous.
        It isn’t until seven months later that Governor Jindal makes a surprise visit to the sinkhole (a mere five
        minutes by helicopter from Baton Rouge, the capital) at 2 p.m. on a weekday, when most residents are at work.
        The state is doing all it can to help, he promises the press, but his scripted speech and his evasions tell
        another story.
      


      
        Later, it comes out that the state’s Department of Natural Resources had known about the instability that could
        lead to a sinkhole, but had given the company a permit to drill anyway. State officials had done little to
        protect the citizens and Texas Brine was more focused on suing other companies to recoup their costs than on
        cleaning up the mess.
      


      
        Mike Schaff and his family and neighbors place much of the blame on “bad government.” One local resident went
        so far as to say that Texas Brine was the “fall guy.” But if the state government isn’t given the tools or the
        budget to enforce regulation, how is it supposed to do its job? It’s a case for less government, not more,
        Schaff insists. If it was up to him, he would get rid of the Federal Department of Education (it could go to
        the states), the Department of the Interior (privatize the land), social security, and Medicare. Yet when
        Hochschild pushes him—what about the postal service, unemployment, the military, federally funded freeways, the
        coast guard, the FDA?—he admits that those are good and necessary.
      


      
        Hochschild relates Schaff’s beliefs to the notion of honor: “For everything else it is, the government also
        functions as a curious status-marking machine. The less you depend on it, the higher your status. As
        sociologist Thorstein Veblen observed long ago, our distance from necessity tends to confer honor.”
      


      
        A 2003 EPA report ranked Louisiana consistently low: The state does not require companies to submit health and
        environmental reports, the state’s database on hazardous waste facilities is inaccurate, the Louisiana
        Department of Environmental Quality had no idea if companies were in compliance, constant delays resulted in
        numerous companies dumping waste into rivers, and the department had failed to inspect plants or penalize and
        collect on those that were out of compliance. Why? Lack of funds, frequent natural disasters, and a culture
        that protects industry.
      


      
        Of all the reasons Mike Schaff hates the government—from dislocating community to taking away individual
        freedoms, from its inability to protect citizens to the way in which federal and state officials take high
        salaries—he is most frustrated by the idea that the government takes money away from hardworking, good people
        and gives it to lazy, bad people. Hochschild hears this sentiment—at times more obviously racist and
        classist—again and again. Perhaps, she surmises, the Tea Party supporters believe that the government is
        betraying them, choosing to support others and forgetting them.
      


      
        8. The Pulpit and the Press: “The Topic Doesn’t Come Up”
      


      
        Faith and religion are central in the lives of all the people Hochschild has spoken with in Louisiana. Madonna
        Massey, a gospel singer and the wife of Pastor Glenn Massey of the Living Way Pentecostal Church, is no
        different. Madonna is also a devoted follower of radio talk show host Rush Limbaugh.
      


      
        Like many other Tea Party supporters, Madonna doesn’t believe in regulation—she doesn’t want the government to
        tell her what kind of light bulbs to buy. She does want clean air and water, but she has faith that capitalism
        will take care of that naturally. No one Hochschild speaks with in the faith community talks about pollution
        and contamination in their communities; when pressed, evangelicals quote a popular Bible verse: “Then God
        blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over
        the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’”
      


      
        Religion, Hochschild notices, focuses “more on a person’s moral strength to endure
        than on the will to change the circumstances that called on that strength.” In addition, church can sometimes
        take the same place as the federal government for congregants: it offers financial support for the needy,
        fitness equipment, childcare, food for the hungry. The difference, however, is that people give to the church while the government takes in taxes.
      


      
        Like church, Fox News is a pillar of the culture. People trust Fox, and many consider the station to be like
        family. They depend on the team of anchors to tell them what is important and how to feel about current events.
        However, Fox News tends to be alarmist about issues that have little relevance to politics. The channel, aimed
        at older, lower- to middle-class working whites, has perfected the art of stoking fear. In regards to
        environmental issues, the station has referred to the EPA as “communists” and “job terrorists,” and the
        organization’s clean air guidelines as an “enemy attack.” Further, those Hochschild spoke with talk about being
        offended and disrespected by the liberal media that describes them as “rednecks,” and frustrated that those
        stations were constantly telling them what to feel. Although they don’t use the extreme language of some Fox
        commentators, they do listen to them—constantly.
      


      
        As the story wasn’t covered by Fox News or local media, residents missed the investigative piece in the
        liberal-leaning magazine Mother Jones. It was revealed that Sasol had been
        surveilling and tampering with environmental groups, such as the group the Arenos were involved in, to ensure
        there were no additional law suits stemming from the company’s environmental pollution and the subsequent
        health issues of residents.
      


      
        Tea Party supporters are very concerned about lazy people getting government handouts. But how does annoyance
        at those who cheat the system translate to hating the entire federal government? Hochschild explores the “deep
        story” in Part Three.
      


      
        Part Three: The Deep Story and the People in It
      


      
        9. The Deep Story
      


      
        To explain the way many people feel deep down, Hochschild uses the metaphor of a queue. The Tea Party
        supporters—mainly white, Christian, working class—have been standing in a long line, and the American Dream is
        just over the hill. They are somewhere in the middle, and they have been waiting a long time. They have worked
        hard, they have endured difficult times, and they have maintained their faith in God and have had heterosexual
        monogamous relationships. Behind them are the poor, the immigrants, people of color, women. Suddenly, they
        notice that people are cutting ahead of them, and worse, the government is helping them cut! Women and
        immigrants are taking their jobs, African Americans are getting into colleges with affirmative action, Syrian
        refugees—many of whom Fox News say have ties to ISIS—are flooding into the country and are given free housing,
        and even pelicans— their wings dripping in oil—are making demands and threatening the industry that gives jobs.
      


      
        These conservatives do feel sympathy for minorities and they want to help, but they also believe that people
        are being given an unfair place in the queue, and that often they are cheating the system. They deny that
        they’re racist, but racism goes deeper than not using the “N” word: it is the belief that there is a natural
        hierarchy based on race.
      


      
        The American Dream—that working hard ensures success, and that salaries grow year by year—is no longer possible
        the way it was before the 1950s, thanks to the monopolization of corporations, job automation, off-shoring,
        outsourcing, the rising power of multinationals, and more job competition (after African Americans and women
        entered the work force in the 1970s). Feeling betrayed by their country, by their president, and the liberal
        media, and unwilling to ask for help and embody the “poor me” sentiment, they found a political movement that
        shared their views: the Tea Party.
      


      
        10. The Team Player: Loyalty Above All
      


      
        Hochschild introduces three personality types she has found among her conservative contacts: the Team Loyalist
        (who has a team goal, supporting the Republican Party), the Worshipper (who sacrifices a wish/hope/dream for
        his or her conservative agenda), and the Cowboy (who has a concept of the self-reliant, fearless individual).
      


      
        Janice Areno, a sixty-one-year-old unmarried accountant for a land management company, is a Team Loyalist. More
        than anything, Janice believes in hard work, the church, and the Republican Party. Issues such as environmental
        disaster, poverty, dangerous jobs, or failing health are a part of life and meant to be endured. Church,
        family, and the job opportunities available through a free market can help one cope.
      


      
        For enduring, Janice considers herself virtuous; a type of heroism that liberals cannot understand with their
        focus on sympathizing with the lazy and their obsession with political correctness. Her beliefs don’t always
        align with facts. She complains that fifty million people get abortions every year (there were, in fact, about
        665,000 in 2013), she urges the government to tie the tubes of child-bearing poor people (this is illegal), and
        objects that 40% of the country works in high-paying, cushy federal jobs (the number is only about 1.9% and is
        declining yearly). But facts are beside the point: Janice is deeply loyal to a party she feels defends her
        ideals and beliefs.
      


      
        11. The Worshipper: Invisible Renunciation
      


      
        Jackie Tabor, the wife of a successful contractor, is the second type of personality Hochschild defines: a
        Worshipper. Tabor is a born-again Christian. She believes that trusting in God is the key to a successful life,
        and that it was her faith in Jesus that gave her a protective husband, two healthy children, and a beautiful
        home. But being a good Christian—and a good person—means making sacrifices, whether that means giving up a
        career (a woman’s role is to support her man), living in a polluted place (capitalism is more important), or
        letting go of personal wishes (never telling her husband about her long-coveted dream home).
      


      
        Wanting something too much (beautiful houses, clean air and water, social justice causes) is selfish and
        unchristian. As a Worshipper, Jackie believes that you should be thankful for what you have and endure life’s
        challenges.
      


      
        12. The Cowboy: Stoicism
      


      
        Attending a Sunday evening dinner in the home of Pentecostal elders, Hochschild encounters the third
        personality type: the Cowboy. Donny McCorquodale is a sixty-something retired phone company worker who values
        bravery and individuality above all else. The men at the dinner table make an exception to include
        Hochschild—women normally eat separately—so that she can listen to Donny debate with Mike Tritico, a marine
        biologist, environmentalist, activist, and political independent.
      


      
        Donny is daring, religious, and staunchly conservative. He hates government regulations and believes that you
        can’t blame companies for accidents; just like people, companies aren’t perfect, and they don’t always know
        what disasters could happen. Facing risks in your job—whether dealing with unsafe machinery or harmful
        chemicals—is an act of bravery that should be honored and celebrated. Regulation, Donny says, is like cement:
        you add a little each year, and it continues to harden, and then you’re stuck in it. Whereas Donny believes
        that risk is a matter of honor, Mike thinks that the need for bravery should be reduced.
      


      
        Statistics show that workers, who are usually less educated and more exposed to danger, worry less about risk
        and pollution than managers, who tend to be more educated and have less exposure to dangerous circumstances.
      


      
        13. The Rebel: A Team Loyalist with a New Cause
      


      
        Here, we meet Mike Schaff again, a Tea Party supporter, and, since the 2012 Bayou Corne Sinkhole, an
        environmental activist. A great lover of the outdoors, Mike worked hard all his life in the oil industry and
        was thrilled to retire so he could spend more time boating, bird watching, and fishing with his family. But
        then the sinkhole happened, destroying his community and the land. He has joined Russel Honoré’s Green Army, an umbrella group for smaller organizations that include Restore
        Louisiana Now, the Lower Mississippi Riverkeepers, and Baton Rouge Aquifer Protection.
      


      
        99% of Mike’s activist friends are liberals and Mike agrees with them on some things—that Louisiana is lax in
        handing out drilling permits, that fracking is not good for the environment, and that industry should be held
        accountable and repair the damage it inflicts—but he doesn’t agree with them on many other things, such as
        Obamacare, social security, Head Start, and Pell college grants.
      


      
        Mike, like the Tea Party groups he tries to rally to support his cause (but fails), is worried that the EPA
        will become too large and bloated, like all federal and state agencies, and while the federal government is
        standing up for the biological environment, it allows, and sometimes causes, cultural erosion (gay marriage,
        women in the workplace, transgender rights, abortion).
      


      
        As Mike writes letter after letter, Governor Jindal and the state government do everything they can to strike
        the environmental bills and support the oil industry. A commission was set up to force the oil companies to do
        what they had agreed to do—cut pollution and tackle accidents—but Jindal quickly squashed the lawsuits it
        brought. Mike suggests that insurance companies should be the regulators—after all, they don’t want to pay out
        thousands in insurance claims if a disaster occurs—but Hochschild points out that this has already been
        attempted, and it didn’t work.
      


      
        Mike is deeply loyal to the Tea Party, but disagrees in one major area: the environment. Just like everyone
        else, he is a man of contradictions. He is what Hochschild terms a Loyalist—but with a cause. He’s a Rebel.
      


      
        Part Four: Going National
      


      
        14. The Fires of History: The 1860s and the 1960s
      


      
        The major reasons for the rise of the Tea Party can be traced back in history to two pivotal decades: the 1860s
        and the 1960s. Besides the wealthy white farmers and the black slaves, there was one other group in the
        plantation period of the 1860s: the poor white sharecroppers, small farmers, and tenant farmers. The wealth was
        highly concentrated at the top; the plantation owners bought all the fertile land and their large cash crops
        destroyed the forests that supplied many poorer people with additional food. These plantations also depended on
        slave labor, so the poor whites were relegated to being surplus labor, and their resulting poverty marginalized
        them. They were labeled “crackers” and “white trash.”
      


      
        The plantation owners didn’t see themselves as oppressors, but generous benefactors. The poor whites believed
        this, and continued to dream: If they only worked hard enough, they too could be wealthy plantation owners. And
        despite their constant misery and poverty, there was always one class below them: the black slaves. In the
        plantation system, there was no such thing as wealth redistribution or government-supported programs like
        libraries, parks, or schools. Then the Civil War took place, decimating the South. The “dominating” North
        imposed its moral code on the Southern states, replacing their governments and inundating them with
        carpetbaggers. To Louisiana conservatives, President Barack Obama, Bernie Sanders, and Hillary Clinton are
        simply more Northerners coming to the South to push their moral agenda.
      


      
        The second pivotal decade was the 1960s, which started a flood of social movements that shuffled the order of
        those “waiting in line,” greatly contributing to the anger and resentment that would lead to the foundation of
        the Tea Party. The civil rights movement led many long-suffering groups to come forward and verbalize their
        mistreatment: not only blacks from the Jim Crow South, but later women and homosexual or transgender people,
        among many others.
      


      
        In the South, black students and activists were integrating lunch counters, schools, universities, and buses;
        they were registering voters, marching in protests, and challenging the all-white Democratic National
        Convention. In response, the Ku Klux Klan burned black churches, bombed homes, and murdered activists. As a
        result of the tumult, white, blue-collar Southern men lost their moral standing. History was on the side of
        civil rights, and just like in the Civil War, the North had to force the South to change its way of life. The
        following decade saw the birth of identity politics, as well as a new culture of victimhood. People now
        identified themselves as cancer survivors, rape victims, sex workers, or transsexual. The white male, however,
        did not receive the same support that other marginalized groups did.
      


      
        White Southern men feel that they have been consistently and continually shoved further down the social ladder.
        They value honor, and since they can no longer find honor as white men, they look for it elsewhere—in work,
        strong family values, church, and region and state. But the blue-collar lifestyle itself is going out of
        fashion. Where blue-collar people see honor and a sense of belonging, middle-class liberals see
        close-mindedness and intolerance. Being honorable means working hard and never becoming a victim—yet they feel
        like victims themselves.
      


      
        After all, there is less work as jobs go overseas and factories become automated. It’s hard to take pride in
        region and state when the South, Appalachia, and the Midwest are considered “flyover country” by the rest of
        the nation. Strong family values—by which they mean being monogamous, heterosexual, and pro-life—are difficult
        to maintain and lead to teen pregnancies, divorce, and abuse (and liberals don’t necessarily see maintaining
        those values as honorable). And church often teaches beliefs that mark believers as uneducated to liberals,
        such as that the Earth was made in seven days.
      


      
        The influx of Syrian refugees has only exacerbated this problem. Not only are these people dangerous—many Tea
        Party supporters think they’re members of ISIS—but they’re a pitiful people that chose to leave their country
        instead of staying and fighting for what they believe in, the way Southerners did during the Civil War.
        Welcoming Syrian refugees is another example of the federal government choosing to put others before them in
        line.
      


      
        15. Strangers No Longer: The Power of Promise
      


      
        It is at this point that presidential candidate Donald J. Trump enters the story. To a group of people that
        feel marginalized and left behind, who feel like strangers in their own land, Trump offers renewed confidence.
        He frees them from the feelings of political correctness forced onto them by the ideals of the North; he evokes
        passion, bravery, dominance, nostalgia, and national pride. He celebrates white, Christian, pro-life,
        heterosexual values, and reviles those who are different (women, blacks, immigrants, and members of the LGBTQ
        community) pushing them to their “rightful” place at the end of the line. Trump allows his supporters to feel
        both moral and superior to those beneath them. Many admire his career as a successful businessman—proof of the
        strength of private enterprise. As a candidate, Trump appeals to emotions, not policy. His rallies reaffirm a
        sense of unity and strength. America is theirs, Trump says, and he will destroy anyone who tries to take it
        from them.
      


      
        While some Louisiana locals are fearful of his hate speech, the vast majority of those with whom Hochschild
        speaks supports Trump. And this move to the right isn’t only in America—it can be seen across the world, from
        Putin’s Russia to France, the United Kingdom, Hungary, Poland, and India.
      


      
        The great paradox still exists in Trump’s promises to “make America great again.” His message values emotional
        self-interest over economic self-interest—he wants to gut the EPA, cut taxes for the wealthy, and defund
        healthcare.
      


      
        16. “They Say There Are Beautiful Trees”
      


      
        Hochschild outlines the appalling state of Louisiana during the eight years Bobby Jindal was governor: polluted
        waters, slashed budgets for education, social services, and legal services, and a huge deficit. The people with
        whom Hochschild interviews hate what Jindal has done, even though they voted for him—twice. Ranked forty-ninth
        out of fifty for general wellbeing, and with 44% of its budget coming from the federal government, Louisiana is
        a “poor me” state that only survives by “cutting in line” before more successful states.
      


      
        Residents are forced to confront or ignore a powerful paradox: that they are becoming the type of people they
        despise, “sacrificial lambs” to the American industrial system. Red states pay a higher price (environmental
        pollution) for supporting the industry that the entire country needs—partly because of their policies and
        social values, but also because of the media. But the left and the right need each other. The red states need
        the diverse ideas, talent, and technology of the blue states, while the blue states need the rich community and
        industry of the red states.
      


      
        So how can we put our “deep stories” together? Just like blue-collar conservatives, liberals have a deep story
        too, which relies on pride in public services and common achievements. The key to moving forward, Hochschild
        says, is to climb the empathy wall and try to see things from another perspective. It might surprise both the
        left and the right to learn that we have more in common than we think: “many on the left
        feel like strangers in their own land too.”
      

    


    
      
        Timeline
      


      
        1682: French explorer Robert Cavelier de La Salle names the region
        Louisiana to honor France’s King Louis XIV.
      


      
        1699: The first permanent settlement of Louisiana, Fort Maurepas (at what
        is now Ocean Springs, Mississippi, near Biloxi), is founded.
      


      
        1812: Louisiana becomes a US state.
      


      
        Late 1700s–1861: The plantation or antebellum era in the South, a system
        marked by a slave-driven economy.
      


      
        1861–1865: The American Civil War.
      


      
        1928–1932: Huey Long is the governor of Louisiana. The state’s fortieth
        governor, Long was an outspoken populist yet proposed wealth redistribution, taxing corporations, and funding
        of public works such as education.
      


      
        1954–1968: African-American civil rights movement in the United States. The
        movement’s goal was to end segregation and discrimination against African Americans.
      


      
        1955: The Air Pollution Control Act is passed. This was the first
        legislation concerning air pollution, providing funds for the federal government to research air pollution.
      


      
        1960s–1970s: American feminist movement. The movement’s goal was to achieve
        equality between the sexes in every way, from the home to the workplace. The 1960s marks the beginning of
        Louisiana’s industrial pollution.
      


      
        1963: The Clean Air Act is passed, which is the first legislation that
        actually controlled air pollution by establishing a federal program that monitored air pollution.
      


      
        1964: Freedom Summer, also known as the Mississippi Summer Project, is a
        volunteer campaign held to increase the number of black voters by helping African Americans register.
      


      
        1965: Lee Sherman goes to work for Pittsburgh Plate Glass.
      


      
        1969–1974: Gay liberation movement. The movement’s aim was to end
        discrimination and violence toward LGBTQ people.
      


      
        1972: The Equal Rights Amendment, promising equality for men and women, is
        passed.
      


      
        August 2005: Hurricane Katrina, the costliest and one of the five deadliest
        hurricanes, hits Louisiana. The storm killed between one to two thousand people.
      


      
        2010: The BP oil rig Deepwater Horizon explodes, killing eleven crewmen and
        causing the largest-ever oil spill in US waters. The first Tea Party events are held. The Tea Party is a
        far-right movement known for its advocacy of lowering government spending, lowering taxes, and lowering the US
        national debt. There are forty-five million Tea Party supporters in the United States.
      


      
        2008–2016: Bobby Jindal is governor of Louisiana. His pro-industry and
        anti-regulation policies left Louisiana in a ton of debt and highly polluted.
      


      
        August 2012: The Bayou Corne Sinkhole occurs, the result of a collapsed
        underground salt-dome cavern. Three hundred fifty residents were forced to evacuate. It is thirty-seven acres.
      


      
        2013: Russel Honoré forms the Green Army, an umbrella organization that
        supports environmental groups in Louisiana.
      


      
        2015: Influx of Syrian refugees to the United States, fleeing war.
      


      
        2015–2016: Donald J. Trump campaigns for president of the United States.
        His populist and nativist message stirred many Tea Party voters to become avid fans.
      


      
        November 2016: Donald J. Trump is elected president of the United States.
      

    


    
      
        Cast of Characters
      


      
        Annette and Harold Areno: Tea Party supporters and Pentecostal Christians
        who suffer from industrial pollution on Bayou d’Inde. Although they care about the environment, they value
        their religion and other moral beliefs more, leading them to vote Republican.
      


      
        Janice Areno: Accountant and a relative of Harold and Annette; a staunch
        Republican voter and a “loyalist” or “team player” of the Republican Party and the Tea Party.
      


      
        Sally Cappel: The author’s initial contact in Louisiana, she is a Democrat
        who introduces Hochschild to Tea Party supporters.
      


      
        Sharon Galicia: A medical insurance salesperson and Tea Party supporter.
      


      
        Bob Hardey: The Republican mayor of Westlake, Louisiana, and a supporter of
        increasing industry in the region. His career in the oil industry gave him the ability to reach his American
        Dream.
      


      
        General Russel Honoré: Leader of the Joint Task Force for cleaning up New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina,
        now running the Green Army, a group devoted to environmental causes.
      


      
        Bobby Jindal: Republican governor of Louisiana from 2008 to 2016.
      


      
        Madonna Massey: Evangelical Christian and gospel singer. Pastor Massey’s
        wife.
      


      
        Donny McCorquodale: Retired phone company worker and staunch Tea Party
        supporter who values bravery and despises regulation. A conservative “Cowboy.”
      


      
        Lee Sherman: Former worker at Pittsburgh Plate Glass in Louisiana, he has
        become somewhat of an environmentalist, but continues to vote for candidates that do not support the
        environment. Despises taxes.
      


      
        Mike Schaff: Elderly Louisiana resident whose grandfather ran a sugarcane
        plantation and who has suffered from the Bayou Corne Sinkhole. Schaff has become an avid environmentalist but
        continues to vote Republican because of his distrust of “big government.”
      


      
        Jackie Tabor: The wife of a contractor and a committed Christian. Puts her
        Christian faith first, sometimes to her own detriment. One of Hochschild’s character-types: a “Worshipper.”
      


      
        Mike Tritico: Marine biologist, environmental activist, and political
        independent with many conservative friends.
      


      
        Donald J. Trump: Republican candidate and now president of the United
        States whose nativist and populist views appealed to and invigorated white, blue-collar voters.
      

    


    
      
        Direct Quotes and Analysis
      


      
        “‘We’re on this earth for a limited amount of time. But if we get our souls saved, we go
        to Heaven, and Heaven is for eternity. We’ll never have to worry about the environment from then on. That’s the
        most important thing. I’m thinking long-term.’”
      


      
        Many Americans believe in the Rapture—that they will be taken up to Heaven directly—and this impacts their
        behavior and beliefs in the here-and-now: if you think you’ll be rewarded after your death, cleaning up and
        protecting the environment is of less importance.
      


      
        “As for blame, it seemed as if Dad had left a dreadful mess, and you blamed Mom because
        Mom’s used to absorbing blame for what goes wrong and trying to fix it, and she’s still there.”
      


      
        The author draws an analogy between what happened in Louisiana and a destructive family dynamic. Here, the
        analogy is that Dad corresponds to industry, whereas Mom represents the government—blame is shifted to the
        government rather than to the original industrial polluters.
      


      
        “The problem was not that the state government was too big, too intrusive, too
        controlling; it seemed to me that the state government had barely been present at all.”
      


      
        Many conservatives are opposed to state regulation and blame it for ecological pollution, but the author
        questions this—to her, the state has badly under-regulated industry. Overall, people who are most affected by
        industrial pollution tend to worry least about it. Many of the people affected by pollution and ecological
        disaster manage to shrug it off, endure it, or deny it.
      


      
        “Mike Schaff and other Tea Party advocates seemed to be saying, ‘I’m above the government
        and all its services’ to show the world their higher ideals, even though they used a host of them.”
      


      
        Many conservatives dislike the idea of government assistance, but use it all the same. This is part of the
        tension that the author finds in this region—there are a series of paradoxes inherent in the attitudes she
        encounters. For instance, people dislike those who identify as victims and who complain, yet they themselves
        feel driven to adopt a similar attitude.
      


      
        “Our distance from necessity tends to confer honor.”
      


      
        There is an honor to some people in being successful and neither needing, nor taking, handouts. Many of the
        character types Hochschild interviews believe in virtues like endurance, stoicism, and hard work, and feel that
        contemporary culture undermines and undervalues these attributes.
      


      
        “‘Bill O’Reilly is like a steady, reliable dad. Sean Hannity is like a difficult uncle who
        rises to anger too quickly. Megyn Kelly is like a smart sister. …They’re all different, just like in a family.”
      


      
        Some viewers see Fox News almost as an extension of their own families. Hochschild does not underestimate the
        importance of Fox News, the primary source of information in this region. The news network thus wields an
        enormous amount of power over its viewers. Fox is known for its alarmist views that focus on emotion and fear
        over policy.
      


      
        “You are a stranger in your own land. You do not recognize yourself in how others see you.
        It is a struggle to feel seen and honored. And to feel honored you have to feel—and feel seen as—moving
        forward. But through no fault of your own, and in ways that are hidden, you are slipping backward.”
      


      
        The conservatives with whom Hochschild speaks have always kept to a code of behavior, but feel they are
        criticized for it. Masculinity, which used to be prized, is now undervalued, as are religious views,
        traditional family values, and a strong sense of community. With fewer jobs available, people cannot always
        find pride in work, either.
      


      
        “She is badgered for sympathy, she feels, and made to feel bad when she doesn’t grant
        it.”
      


      
        Conservatives resent liberals telling them how they should feel toward particular groups. They may feel sorry
        for refugees or poor black people, but they don’t like being told to feel pity, especially when they themselves
        feel that they are just as deserving of it but don’t ask for it.
      


      
        “‘Pollution is the sacrifice we make for capitalism.’”
      


      
        Jackie Tabor doesn’t like pollution—she wants clean air and water like everyone else. But jobs are the most
        important thing to her and pollution is the price we pay for those jobs. This is part of an endemic attitude
        that one cannot have everything and must make sacrifices.
      


      
        “‘To live in civilization, you’ve got to take risks.’”
      


      
        To men like Donny, bravery and risk taking are highly valued; they are a matter of personal honor and liberty.
        Donny values independence over all else, and this extends to businesses: Just like people, businesses are doing
        the best they can and should regulate themselves. Mistakes happen, and that’s just another part of life.
      


      
        “They felt downtrodden themselves and wanted only to look ‘up’ to the elite.”
      


      
        People of a conservative disposition often identify with those above them on the social ladder rather than feel
        a great deal of sympathy for, or identification with, those below them. They see themselves as standing in
        line, waiting for the day when they might become part of that elite.
      


      
        “All this was part of the ‘deep story.’ In that story, strangers step ahead of you in
        line, making you anxious, resentful and afraid. A president allies with the line cutters, making you feel
        distrustful, betrayed. A person ahead of you in line insults you as an ignorant redneck, making you feel
        humiliated and mad. Economically, culturally, demographically, politically, you are a stranger in your own
        land.”
      


      
        The deep story is one of resentment and betrayal: These people have worked hard all their lives, chasing the
        American Dream, but they feel that they’ve been left behind. Others—like immigrants and refugees, women, LGBTQ
        people, African Americans—have, thanks to the federal government’s help, cut in line ahead them. They feel
        their values—religion, pro-life, heterosexual and monogamous relationships—are no longer honored, and their
        country is turning into something they don’t understand.
      

    


    
      
        Trivia
      


      
        	Contrary to the beliefs of Tea Party
        supporters, only 8% of the total 2014 US budget was devoted to welfare and other income-based need.


        	Some underground salt domes are as big as Mount
        Everest.


        	Some Christians believe that the Rapture will
        occur before the Second Coming, during a time of tribulation, and that phenomena such as wars are a sign that
        this is on its way.


        	The brown pelican
        was designated the official state bird of Louisiana in 1966. Early European settlers were impressed with the
        pelican’s generous and nurturing attitude toward its young.


        	Sasol was formed in
        1950 in Sasolburg, South Africa, and is the world’s first oil-from-gas company.


        	In Louisiana, biting someone with your natural
        teeth is considered a simple assault, but biting someone with your false teeth is considered an aggravated
        assault.


        	The Tea Party refers to the Boston Tea Party of
        December 16, 1773, a rebellion that opposed oppressive taxation. It’s also an
        acronym: Taxed Enough Already.


        	Some of the
        Louisiana’s nicknames are: the Pelican State, the Sugar State, the Creole State, Fisherman’s Paradise,
        Sportsman’s Paradise, the Bayou State. All of these illustrate the preoccupations and geography of the
        region.


        	From 1949 to 2009,
        gross domestic product has been higher and unemployment has been lower under Democratic presidents. Inequality
        and federal debt increases under Republican presidents and decreases under Democratic presidents.

      

    


    
      
        What’s That word?
      


      
        Bayou: A French word for slow-moving river, a bayou is a marshy outlet of
        river or a lake.
      


      
        Brine: Water with a high salt content.
      


      
        Brown pelican: A prominent coastal bird in the southern and western United
        States, and Louisiana’s state bird. Because of pesticides and pollution, it was on the endangered species list
        from 1970 to 1995.
      


      
        Cajun: An ethnic group, mainly in Louisiana, that are descendants of the
        French-speaking Acadians (French Canadians). Today, Cajuns make up the majority of Louisiana’s population.
      


      
        Capitalism: An economic system in which a
        country’s trade and industry are controlled by private interests for profit, rather than by the
        government.
      


      
        Chlorinated hydrocarbon manufacturing: The
        production of chemical compounds of chlorine, hydrogen, and carbon atoms, which are the basis of countless
        plastics, solvents, and other chemical products.
      


      
        Clean Air Act: Passed in 1963, the Clean Air
        Act was the United States’ first modern environmental law and continues to be one of the most far-reaching
        air-quality laws in the world. It is aimed at limiting air pollution.
      


      
        Clean Water Act: The primary 1972 law in the United States governing water pollution that aims to restore and
        preserve the nation’s waters by fighting pollution.
      


      
        Climate change: The change in weather patterns over millions of years.
        Human activity has contributed to the changes, which include the warming of the planet, the melting of the ice
        caps, and more. Many people on the far right do not believe in it, despite vast scientific research to the
        contrary.
      


      
        Collective effervescence: Introduced by Émile Durkheim, this sociological concept describes the way in which a group or people come together
        and embrace an identical thought and execute a similar action. Donald Trump’s presidential rallies are a great
        example of collective effervescence.
      


      
        Covenant marriage: Available only in Arizona, Arkansas, and Louisiana, this is a legal and alternative route to
        marriage in which the couple gets counseling before the marriage, and the two are subjected to additional laws
        that make it harder to obtain a divorce. Proponents like its celebration of traditional values, and critics
        believe that it invites church into the public square.
      


      
        Creole: People who descended from settlers in French colonial Louisiana. Today, Louisiana Creoles
        constitute a large group that shares a French and Spanish background, and includes all races.
      


      
        Deep story: The underlying narrative beneath our conscious behavior, which
        feels as if it should be true, even if it isn’t.
      


      
        Deepwater Horizon: An ecological disaster; an oil spill that began on April
        20, 2010, in the Gulf of Mexico on the BP-operated Macondo Prospect. Eleven people were killed, and it is the
        largest oil spill in the history of the petroleum industry. The well wasn’t sealed until September 19, 2010.
        However, reports claim that the site was still leaking in 2012.
      


      
        ECHO database: EPA’s Enforcement and
        Compliance History Online. This database provides compliance and enforcement information for more than eight
        hundred thousand facilities nationwide that are regulated under the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and the
        Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.
      


      
        Empathy wall: The divide of understanding that
        exists between different political and social communities. The wall between the left and the right in the
        United States is very high, and Strangers in Their Own Land
        is the author’s attempt to climb that wall and understand the perspective of the
        other side.
      


      
        Fracking: Extracting natural gas from shale.
      


      
        Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act: Passed by the Obama administration in 2010 as a result of the financial crisis of
        2008, the Dodd-Frank legislation is devoted to major financial reform and regulation.
      


      
        Free market: A system based on supply
        and demand, where the cost of goods and services is dictated by consumers and the open market, without
        intervention from the government.
      


      
        Rapture: A belief held by devout Christians, that believers, both living
        and dead, will one day rise up to Heaven and join Christ for all of eternity.
      


      
        Salt dome: When salt forms a dome upwards into surrounding rock formations.
        The dome can be harvested for table salt or used for storing oil, natural gas, and hazardous waste underground.
      


      
        Sharecropper: Common during the plantation era and the reconstruction era
        in the United States, sharecropping is the system in which landowners rent their land to farmers in exchange
        for a portion of their crops. During the plantation era, poor whites were commonly sharecroppers, and during
        the reconstruction era, the practice spread to former slaves.
      


      
        Sinkhole: A cavity that opens up in the ground, from water erosion or
        geological instability, such as the Bayou Corne Sinkhole.
      


      
        Tea Party movement: The ultra-conservative wing of the Republican Party. Its supporters value lowering taxes,
        reducing government funding (for social services like universal healthcare and departments like the EPA), and
        less regulation. Its supporters tend to take extremely conservative positions on social issues such as
        abortion, prayer in schools, immigration, and gun control.
      

    


    
      
        Critical Response
      


      
        	A National Book Award finalist


        	A New York Times bestseller


        	A New York Times Notable Book


        	A Newsday Top 10 Book of the Year


        	A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2016

      


      
        “This might be the saddest story you’ll read all year. If not, Arlie Russell Hochschild’s Strangers in Their Own Land will certainly be among the most timely of books in this moment of
        seeming near political apocalypse.” —Los Angeles Review of Books
      


      
        “Hochschild (The Outsourced Self), a sociologist and UC Berkeley professor emerita,
        brings her expertise to American politics, addressing today’s conservative movement and the ever-widening gap
        between right and left. … After evaluating her conclusions and meeting her informants in these pages, it’s hard
        to disagree.” —Publishers Weekly
      


      
        “A well-told chronicle of an ambitious sociological project of significant current importance.” —Kirkus Reviews
      


      
        “The anger and hurt of the author’s interviewees is intelligible to all. In today’s political climate, this may
        be invaluable.” —The Economist
      


      
        “A distinguished Berkeley sociologist, Hochschild is a woman of the left, but her mission is empathy, not
        polemics. She takes seriously the Tea Partiers’ complaints that they have become the ‘strangers’ of the
        title—triply marginalized by flat or falling wages, rapid demographic change, and liberal culture that mocks
        their faith and patriotism. Her affection for her characters is palpable.” —The New York
        Times
      

    


    
      
        About Arlie Russell Hochschild
      


      
        From Boston, Massachusetts, Arlie Hochschild is the daughter of diplomat Francis Henry and Ruth Russell. She is
        married to Adam Marquand Hochschild, a magazine editor, with whom she has two sons. She received her BA from
        Swarthmore College, and her MA and PhD from the University of California, Berkeley.
      


      
        She is a writer and professor emerita in the Sociology Department at UC Berkeley.
        Her research interests include family, market culture, global patterns of care work, and social
        psychology with a recent focus on the relationship between culture, politics, and emotion, and she is the
        founder of the sociology of emotion. In addition to books, her writing has appeared in the New York Times, Mother Jones, The American
        Prospect, Harper’s Magazine, and The
        Progressive.
      


      
        Her books have received wide praise from critics: The Managed Heart, The Section Shift, and The Time Bind were New
        York Times Notable Books; The Outsourced Self was a Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year; and Strangers in Their Own
        Land was a National Book Award finalist and a New York Times Notable Book.
        She has received the Guggenheim, Fulbright, and Mellon fellowships, and the Ulysses Medal from University
        College Dublin.
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        Online
      


      
        “Arlie Russel Hochschild’s View of Small-Town Decay and Support for Trump.” The New Yorker.
      


      
        “Arlie Hochschild on how America feels to Trump supporters.” The Ezra
        Klein Show, Stitcher.
      


      
        “I Spent
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        Jones.
      


      
        “Inside the Sacrifice Zone.” The New York Review of Books.
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        Right.” Democracy Now, Interview.
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