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			Context

			The Great Gatsby is set in New York during the Jazz Age, the years of excess during the 1920s that preceded the Great Depression. The frivolity of the era is immortalized in this classic novel through Jay Gatsby’s elaborate parties, and the careless, old-money attitude of the Buchanans and their acquaintances. 

			The Great Gatsby captures the essence of the American Dream of the time and weaves it into an iconic—and somewhat satiric—portrait of the Roaring Twenties.

			Originally published in 1925, Fitzgerald composed his masterwork, The Great Gastby, while living abroad in Europe.

			World War I had just ended, and the mood in the United States was optimistic: New technologies were being introduced—modern motorcars for the masses, moving pictures, radio—and economic prosperity seemed within reach for soldiers returning home from war and for the middle class that was abandoning the countryside and flocking to live in cities. Factories were being upgraded to serve a new and growing consumer market, and average citizens enjoyed additional leisure time, as housework became more mechanized.

			The flapper lifestyle was in full swing, with women enjoying newfound freedoms in their work, their fashion and personal appearance, and, most notably, their ability to vote.

			Success first came to F. Scott Fitzgerald, a young writer who grew up in an upper-middle-class family in St. Paul, Minnesota, with his first semiautobiographical novel, This Side of Paradise, published in 1920. Fame and fortune followed, as did the marriage to his great love, Zelda.

			When considering The Great Gatsby, in which protagonist Jay Gatsby makes his fortune by bootlegging, one must also remember the 1920 ratification of the 18th amendment that banned the production and distribution of alcohol. Gatsby shows off his “new money” wealth by throwing lavish parties where the shallow congregate and look for opportunities to improve their own standing in society.

		

	
		
			Overview

			Nick Carraway leaves the Midwest to learn the bond business in New York. He rents a cheap house in West Egg, across the bay from the fashionable East Egg, where those with old money live. Nick’s relative, the exquisite Daisy Buchanan, lives there with her husband, Tom. They invite Nick over for dinner, where he meets Daisy’s friend Jordan Baker. Jordan is as lovely as Daisy, though her cynicism contrasts with Daisy’s winsome manners.

			Throughout dinner, Nick senses an uncomfortable tension between the Buchanans. Jordan hints this is probably because Tom’s mistress called the house again. Jordan also mentions that Gatsby must be Nick’s neighbor, a name that makes Daisy react strangely. After dinner, Nick returns home to see his neighbor looking across the bay, staring at a green light. 

			A few days later, Tom takes Nick out for a drive. They go through a desolate stretch of land called the “valley of ashes.” Overlooking the valley is a billboard advertisement for the oculist Doctor T. J. Eckleburg, whose ghostly eyes peer out over everything. Tom’s mistress, Myrtle, lives here with her husband, George B. Wilson.

			Tom and Nick stop at George’s garage and Tom tells Myrtle to meet them in the city. At Myrtle’s apartment in the city—where Tom pays the rent—a number of people come over for an impromptu party. Their worst qualities intensify as they continue to drink. Put off by their behavior, Nick tries to leave. The night ends with Tom punching Myrtle in the face for saying Daisy’s name.

			Myrtle’s sad get-together contrasts with the wildly lavish parties Nick’s neighbor throws. One weekend, Nick is invited to attend. The party is packed, but no one seems to know where or who the host is. When Nick finally meets Jay Gatsby, he finds him to be elegant, charming, and somehow quite separate from all of his guests. After talking with Nick, Gatsby has a private conversation with Jordan. 

			When she returns to the party, she reports vaguely that Gatsby has just told her incredible things. One day, Gatsby invites Nick to have lunch in the city. On the drive, Gatsby seems agitated and wonders what Nick thinks of him. He doesn’t want Nick to believe the rumors, so he recounts his life story. Yet there is an uncertainty behind Gatsby’s words that makes the story seem suspect. Nick grows so incredulous he almost laughs. But then Gatsby presents him with two pieces of evidence: a photograph from Oxford and a medal from the war. Both of these convince Nick that, despite his lingering skepticism, Gatsby’s story must be true.

			At lunch, Nick meets Gatsby’s business partner, Meyer Wolfsheim. He claims to be very sentimental, but his shifty eyes and odd mannerisms seem to support the opposite. Wolfsheim is rumored to have fixed the World Series and this makes Nick wonder if Gatsby is involved in illegal business.

			Later in the day, Nick has tea with Jordan who relays what she’d heard from Gatsby at his party. Gatsby and Daisy had been in love when they were younger, but Daisy couldn’t marry him because he was poor. Now that Gatsby has made a name for himself, he wants to see her privately, and he hopes Nick will help.

			Despite being annoyed at the secrecy, Nick invites Daisy to his house for tea so the two can meet. Gatsby, in a fit of nervous perfectionism, sends over servants to fix up the place. He arrives early and is so stressed, he almost flees before Daisy arrives.

			Tea begins awkwardly and Nick decides to give the two some time alone. When he returns, Daisy is crying and Gatsby is practically glowing with happiness.

			After tea, they tour Gatsby’s house. Daisy is unstable with emotion, but Gatsby follows her in awe, like he’s seeing everything for the first time through her eyes. As they look out onto the grounds later on, Gatsby mentions the green light. He seems bewildered how his newfound happiness has instantly eclipsed the longing he once felt. The green light is once again just a light. Nick wonders if the same thing will happen when the real Daisy is compared to Gatsby’s dream.

			Throughout the summer, Gatsby’s notoriety grows. He becomes so famous that a reporter comes to his house wanting an interview. Here, Nick reveals Gatsby’s true history, though he explains he doesn’t learn these facts until later. Jay Gatsby grew up as James Gatz, the son of unsuccessful farmers. Unsatisfied with his poor midwestern life, Gatsby began to work on Lake Superior. There he met Dan Cody, a copper tycoon, who hired him as his personal assistant. Under several years of Cody’s guidance, James Gatz disappeared and Jay Gatsby became reality.

			One Saturday night, Tom and Daisy attend a party at Gatsby’s mansion. Tom’s presence makes the whole thing oppressive. Afterward, Gatsby is depressed because Daisy seems to not understand things anymore. He doesn’t know why she won’t leave Tom. Nick warns Gatsby not to ask too much of her, as the past can’t be repeated. But Gatsby won’t listen. He truly believes he will be able to recreate what they once had.

			One sweltering afternoon, the Buchanans, Gatsby, Jordan, and Nick have lunch. Tom realizes that Daisy is in love with Gatsby and, in a rage, forces them to go into town. They stop at the garage and George tells Tom he and Myrtle are moving west because she’s been having an affair. This only makes Tom more irate. In the city, Tom attacks the truth of Gatsby’s past. Gatsby counters by telling Tom that Daisy never loved him. Gatsby tries to get Daisy to admit this, but she won’t.

			They decide to go back home to Long Island. Daisy and Gatsby leave together in Gatsby’s yellow car ahead of the rest. In the valley of ashes, Tom pulls over at Wilson’s garage because there is a crowd outside. He learns that Myrtle has been hit by a big yellow car and killed. Back at home, Gatsby tells Nick that Daisy had been the one driving.

			The next day, Nick goes to see Gatsby before work. Nick suggests leaving town because the car is so easily traceable, but Gatsby refuses. He is still clinging to his dream of Daisy. Gatsby tells Nick everything about their past together. He idolized her from the start because of her wealth and social standing. Hours pass and Nick knows he should go to work, but for some reason he doesn’t want to leave Gatsby alone. Before Nick leaves, he tells Gatsby he’s worth more than the rest of his peers. It’s the first and only compliment Nick ever gives him.

			After Nick leaves, George Wilson arrives. He’s been driven mad by the T. J. Eckleburg billboard and thinks the eyes of God are watching and waiting for him to administer justice. He finds Gatsby relaxing in his pool, shoots him, and then commits suicide.

			In the aftermath, Nick takes care of Gatsby’s affairs and tries to find anyone who will come to the funeral. Out of the hundreds of people who went to Gatsby’s parties, no one would attend his funeral.

			Disillusioned with the East, Nick decides to go home. But before he leaves, he happens to see Tom one last time. Tom reveals that he told George about Gatsby because Gatsby deserved to die. Nick is furious, but realizes nothing he says will make a difference. Tom, Daisy, and people like them are careless and incapable of compassion. 

			The night before Nick leaves, he thinks about the green light and how each person must have a dream they are constantly pursuing. For Gatsby it was Daisy, and for the first settlers it was America. A large part of life, Nick thinks, is the struggle of pulling away from the past and reaching toward dreams of the future.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Nick Carraway: The narrator, Nick is observant and slightly separate from the society of East and West Egg, but at the same time, crucial to their story. He is someone people confide in easily, and he prides himself on being honest and authentic. Nick does not aspire to be like the fancy people around him; he chooses, instead, to follow his own conscience.

			Jay Gatsby: The protagonist, an enigmatic, earnest man who has constructed every part of his identity in order to achieve his dream of being with Daisy Buchanan. Gatsby changed his named from James Gatz and grew up poor in the Midwest. Neighbor to Nick Carraway, Gatsby befriends him in hopes of being reintroduced to Daisy Buchanan.

			Daisy Buchanan: Nick’s second cousin, once removed. A charming young woman with a captivating voice and face. She is Gatsby’s first great love and the reason behind almost everything he has done to achieve his wealth.

			Tom Buchanan: Daisy’s husband; cruel in mind and body; possessive over Daisy and his mistress, and careless of other people’s feelings.

			George B. Wilson: Myrtle’s husband who runs a garage in the valley of ashes. Though he seems meek at first, in the end he is just as jealous and violent as Tom Buchanan.

			Myrtle Wilson: Married to George, but is Tom’s mistress; sensuous, vibrant, materialistic, and jealous. She resents her husband for being a poor man with no social standing, but married him for fear of ending up alone.

			Jordan Baker: A close friend of Daisy’s and a well-known sportswoman who Nick develops feelings for. She is beautiful, bored, and cynical.

			Meyer Wolfsheim: A man Gatsby does business with, who is rumored to have rigged the World Series. Nick finds him strange and suspicious.

		

	
		
			Summary

			Chapter One

			Nick Carraway, a young Midwesterner, has moved to New York to learn the bond business. He rents a house in West Egg, across the bay from his relative Daisy Buchanan—and her mansion—in East Egg. Nick has dinner with Daisy and her husband Tom, where he meets the fashionable sportswoman Jordan Baker. Later on, Nick sees the owner of the enormous mansion next door to his small cottage reaching out toward a green light across the bay. Nick realizes this must be the enigmatic Gatsby Jordan had mentioned at dinner.

			Chapter Two

			Between Long Island and New York City is a desolate stretch of land dubbed the valley of ashes. Above it all there is an eerie billboard depicting the ever-observant eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg. Nick meets Tom’s mistress Myrtle Wilson here, as well as her husband George, who runs a garage. They go into the city where Myrtle meets them and hosts a small party in the apartment Tom rents for her. The party quickly becomes sloppy and ends in violence when Tom punches Myrtle in the face after she mentions Daisy’s name.

			Chapter Three

			One weekend, Nick is invited to Gatsby’s party. When Nick meets the man, he is immediately taken with him. Nick finds Gatsby to be elegant, charming, and in a class separate from his guests. After his conversation with Nick, Gatsby talks to Jordan in private for a long time. He reveals something shocking to Jordan, but she doesn’t tell Nick any details.

			Chapter Four

			Nick goes to lunch in the city with Gatsby, who tells Nick his life story on the drive there. The tale seems absurd, but then Gatsby hands over tangible pieces of evidence—a photo from his days at Oxford and a military medal—that convince Nick of the story’s truth.

			Nick meets Gatsby’s suspicious business partner, Meyer Wolfsheim, at lunch. Later, Nick has tea with Jordan who relays what Gatsby had said at his party. Daisy and Gatsby had been madly in love when they were young and Gatsby wants Nick to facilitate a meeting for them.

			Chapter Five

			Nick invites Daisy and Gatsby to his house for tea, which begins with palpable tension. Nick decides to give the couple some time alone, but when he tries to leave, Gatsby follows him in a panic. After years dreaming of this moment, Gatsby’s insecurities almost ruin it. It takes Nick telling him to stop acting like a child to convince Gatsby to go back in. 

			Nick sits in the backyard for an hour, and when he comes back, the two have reconciled. Gatsby is beaming. They take a tour of Gatsby’s mansion, during which Daisy is unstable with emotion and Gatsby is bewildered by happiness. Later, looking out onto the grounds, Nick wonders if Gatsby’s dream of Daisy might have eclipsed the real person.

			Chapter Six

			Though Nick says he doesn’t learn these facts until later, he reveals the truth of Gatsby’s past in this chapter. Jay Gatsby grew up in the Midwest as James Gatz, the son of poor farmers. Gatsby left home to work on Lake Superior because he was unsatisfied with his life. One day, Gatsby warned a yacht owner of an approaching storm. The yacht owner was a copper tycoon named Dan Cody, who hired Gatsby as his personal assistant. Under Cody’s guidance, the poor James Gatz transformed himself into the elegant Jay Gatsby.

			Nick then describes Gatsby’s next party. Both Tom and Daisy attend, and Tom’s presence makes the whole thing unpleasant. Afterward, Gatsby tells Nick that Daisy doesn’t understand things anymore. Why, he demands, will Daisy not leave Tom when it’s Gatsby she loves? 

			Nick warns that the past cannot be repeated, but Gatsby disagrees; he is convinced that he will be able to recreate the love they shared when they were young.

			Chapter Seven

			On the hottest day of the season, Daisy invites Nick to lunch. When he arrives, he finds Gatsby is already there. The atmosphere is tense, thanks to the heat and the fact that Tom is on the phone with Myrtle. Things escalate when Tom realizes that Daisy is in love with Gatsby. Manic with confrontational energy, Tom forces them all to go into town. 

			After splitting up into two cars, Tom, Nick, and Jordan stop at Wilson’s garage for gas. George says he’s found out Myrtle has been cheating on him and they are moving west. This infuriates Tom further. Yesterday his wife and his mistress had been firmly in his possession and now both seem lost.

			In the city, they rent a suite at the Plaza Hotel. Tension mounts as Tom attacks the truth of Gatsby’s past, calling into question his Oxford days and how he acquired his wealth. Gatsby counters by telling Tom that Daisy never loved him. He tries to get Daisy to admit this, but she can’t lie. She had, in fact, once loved Tom.

			When they decide to return to Long Island, Daisy and Gatsby go ahead of the others in Gatsby’s yellow car. Driving through the valley of ashes, Nick sees a crowd in front of Wilson’s garage and Tom pulls over. They find out that Myrtle has been hit by a car—a yellow car, according to a witness—and killed. 

			Stricken, they go back to Daisy’s, where Nick finds Gatsby standing in the bushes. Gatsby says that Daisy had been the one driving, but he will take the blame. He’s told her he will wait outside in case Tom gets violent. But when Nick goes to check on the couple, he sees Tom and Daisy sitting together and sharing a snack, seemingly reconciled. Gatsby is watching over nothing. 

			Chapter Eight

			The next day, Nick goes to Gatsby’s house and tells him he should leave town because his yellow car is so easily traceable. Gatsby refuses, still clinging to his dream of a future with Daisy. He tells Nick everything about his past with Daisy. He idolized her from the start because of her social standing, her family’s wealth, and how other men desired her. She had everything James Gatz had dreamed of back in the Midwest. 

			Before Nick leaves for work, he tells Gatsby he’s worth more than all of his peers combined. It is the first and only compliment Nick ever gives him. After Nick leaves, George Wilson arrives. He has been driven out of his mind with grief and rage, and believes the T. J. Eckleburg billboard is God watching and waiting for him to administer justice. George shoots Gatsby and then commits suicide. 

			Chapter Nine

			Nick takes care of Gatsby’s affairs and tries to find anyone who will be able to come to the funeral. Not one of the hundreds of people who used Gatsby for his parties agrees to go. Gatsby’s greatness that characterized his life proves to be nonexistent in death. 

			Disillusioned with the East, Nick makes plans to go home. But before he leaves, he sees Tom by chance. Tom tells Nick he set George onto Gatsby because he deserved to die. Nick is furious, but realizes nothing he says will make a difference. Both Tom and Daisy are careless people and incapable of compassion. 

			The night before Nick leaves, he looks out at the green light. He thinks of how each person must have a dream they are constantly reaching for, like how Gatsby reached for Daisy and how the first settlers reached for America. Life, he imagines, is full of this push and pull between the realities of the past and our dreams of the future.

		

	
		
			Character Analysis

			Nick Carraway: Nick is an observer and a listener, two qualities that make him an excellent narrator. He claims to be an honest person, someone who people confide in easily. These traits separate him from the people of East and West Egg, but Nick is not without his own flaws. Even his honesty, the one trait he claims for himself several times over, is called into question by Jordan at the end of the novel.

			Jay Gatsby: The titular character, Jay Gatsby at first appears to be above the chaos and frivolity of those who attend his parties. Representative of “new money,” he is elegant and attentive. Gatsby has the sort of charisma that makes a person feel wanted. Yet he also covets things to a fault. He wants a new life, a new identity, and a Daisy that matches the one he’s constructed in his mind. His illusions of grandeur are so great that reality disappoints.

			Daisy Buchanan: The golden girl with the voice full of money, Daisy represents everything beautiful and lovely about excessive wealth. This is what attracts Gatsby to her in the first place. She is winsome and has a way of making a person feel wanted. But in the end, Daisy is just as hollow and uncaring as her husband.

			Tom Buchanan: Tom represents “old money” in many ways. There is an attitude of entitlement in this social standing that makes him better than Jay Gatsby, someone who only recently acquired his vast wealth. He also feels entitled to George B. Wilson’s wife, Myrtle, whom he whisks away to New York City while his wife, Daisy, sits at home briefly appeased by some piece of jewelry. 

			Myrtle Wilson: Myrtle represents those “reaching” for a better life. She hoped to improve her social standing through her relationship with Tom. She didn’t hide her adultery from her friends, who also benefited from her lavish “secret” apartment in New York City.

		

	
		
			Themes and Symbols

			Green Light: At first, the green light represents Gatsby’s all-consuming dream of reuniting with Daisy. It sits at the end of her dock, a constant reminder of her. Green means “go.” The symbolism transforms for Gatsby as Daisy becomes tangible for him. Nick observes that it has lost its magic now that Daisy is not just a vision in Gatsby’s mind. At the end of the novel, Nick compares the light to how settlers must have felt seeing the shores of America for the first time, reaching for something so close and yet still far away. Green is also the color of money, another thing that Jay Gatsby and others strived to attain, one way or another.

			The American Dream: At first glance, Gatsby’s rags-to-riches storyline upholds the power of the American Dream—that anyone can succeed if they dedicate themselves to working hard and they constantly strive for better. But despite Gatsby’s wealth, he is not equal to the Buchanans: New money is not the same as old money. Although Gatsby is just as rich and powerful as Tom, he will never be accepted in the same way. The American Dream is futile.

			The Eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg: The eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are unsettling, constantly watching over the valley of ashes. They are silent, forever observing but passing no judgment. In this way they are purely symbolic, only godlike because characters like George Wilson see them in this way. It is up to the reader to decide if the eyes represent a silent and uncaring god or if they show how meaning can be attributed to meaningless symbols.

			Valley of ashes: Much like the urban sprawl clinging to cities of today, the valley of ashes is the effect of the upper class’s ruthless pursuit of more; it represents social and moral decay. Described as a gray landscape populated by gray people who drive gray cars, it is a physical manifestation of all that is corrupt and decaying in society. From the dust and ashes of the corrupt will come more people just like them.

			Emptiness and corruption in the upper class: Nick observes the hollowness that plagues the upper class multiple times. Disguised by the decadence and glamour of their wealthy lifestyle is the absence of compassion and humanity. This theme can be seen most clearly in Daisy Buchanan, who claims to love Gatsby, but leaves without a word when he dies. Nothing, not beauty nor splendor, can disguise the fact that people like Daisy are selfish and shallow. At the end of the novel, Nick claims that all people as wealthy as Daisy are just as careless and indifferent.

			West Egg and East Egg: West Egg, where the ostentatious millionaire Jay Gatsby lives, represents “new money,” the nouveau riche; across the bay is East Egg, home to “old money” aristocratic families who inherited their financial wealth and social status, including the Buchanans.

			Color: Green and gold, colors associated with money and wealth, are found throughout the narrative, from the green jersey worn by James Gatz, to the green leather seats in Jay Gatsby’s car, to the green light at the end of the pier—the symbol of Gatsby’s ultimate yearning; and the gold pencil Daisy offers to Tom, and Gatsby’s gold tie and toiletry set, contrast starkly with the pervasive gray tones of the valley of ashes.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“That’s the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool.”

			Daisy tells Nick about her daughter, and in this instance one can glimpse the deep emptiness and disillusionment behind Daisy’s bright façade. This statement also speaks to the role of women in the wealthy upper class society. It would be an easier life for a girl to be foolish and not fully understand how little agency she has over herself.

			“I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life.”

			At the end of Myrtle’s party in the city, Nick is surrounded by drunks and has witnessed repulsive behavior. Yet through a window, he sees a city that sparkles with endless possibility. Nick is not the same as these people, but he also isn’t completely separate from them. As the narrator of the novel, this is an optimal state.

			“Possibly it had occurred to him that the colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever…. His count of enchanted objects had diminished by one.”

			After Gatsby sees Daisy for the first time in years, he hardly seems to know what to make of his own happiness. Jay Gatsby is largely a man of dreams. All that he has become and attained so far have been because of the strength of his dreams. Now that Daisy is a reality instead of a vision in his mind, Nick observes that the green light that once represented her is enchanted no longer. He wonders if the same thing will happen with Daisy herself once the magic of the first meeting has dissipated.

			“It was full of money—that was the inexhaustible charm that rose and fell in it, the jingle of it, the cymbal’s song of it …”

			When Nick mentions there’s something in Daisy’s voice, Gatsby tells him it’s money. This observation connects to the end of the novel when Gatsby admits one of the things that attracted him to Daisy in the first place was her money. In this way, Daisy is treated like an expensive bauble, something to be possessed and shown off. 

			“After Gatsby’s death the East was haunted for me like that, distorted beyond my eyes’ power of correction.”

			At the end of the novel, Nick can’t bear to stay in New York. After dealing with Gatsby’s affairs and seeing how those who had used him for his parties abandoned him in death, he is completely disillusioned with the East and the wealthy who live there.

			“They were careless people, Tom and Daisy—they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them together …”

			Before Nick leaves to go back home to the Midwest, he meets Tom by chance. Nick is angry with him, but realizes that the man is like a child. It would be no use to yell at him. This quote is Nick’s observation on the upper class. He sees them as shallow, hollow, and incapable of compassion. Nick has fully grown as a character when this notion comes into focus for him.

			“Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that’s no matter—to-morrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther…. And one fine morning— So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.”

			The final sentences of the novel bring back the symbolic green light that meant so much to Gatsby. In some way, each person has their own green light, something that they are constantly yearning for that is always out of reach.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					Fitzgerald was inspired to write The Great Gatsby after attending parties on New York’s Long Island. He wanted to write “something new—something extraordinary and beautiful and simple and intricately patterned.”

					When it was first published, the novel sold poorly, and Fitzgerald died believing he was a failure.

					Daisy Buchanan was inspired by a debutante named Ginevra King, whom Fitzgerald loved but was unable to marry. 

					While he was courting Ginevra King, someone told Fitzgerald, “Poor boys shouldn’t think of marrying rich girls.” This exact line isn’t in the novel itself, but was included in the 2013 movie adaption. 

					Fitzgerald considered several titles for the book, including “Under the Red, White, and Blue,” “Trimalchio,” “The High Bouncing Lover,” “Among the Ash Heaps and Millionaires,” and “Gold-Hatted Gatsby.”

					The character Meyer Wolfsheim is thought to be an allusion to Arnold Rothstein, the kingpin of New York City’s Jewish mob who conspired to fix the 1919 World Series. 

					Fitzgerald was Hunter S. Thompson’s literary hero. Thompson would retype pages from The Great Gatsby in order to get the feeling of what it was like to write like him.

					The first movie adaption was filmed one year after the novel was published in 1926. It was a silent picture, and so bad that Fitzgerald and his wife, Zelda, walked out.

					Sales of the novel picked up in the 1940s. Throughout the next two decades Fitzgerald began to be considered one of the greatest writers of his time. By the sixties, The Great Gatsby had cemented its status as a key text in school curriculums.

					You can take a Great Gatsby Boat Tour on Long Island outside of New York City where you’ll find the real West Egg (Great Neck/King’s Point) and East Egg (Sands Point).

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			The Follies: The Ziegfeld Follies were a series of extravagant theatrical revue productions on Broadway in New York City from 1907 through 1931.

			Hauteur: Arrogance, haughtiness.

			Languid: Showing or having very little strength, energy, or activity.

			Old sport: Gatsby’s phrase of choice. A term of endearment used between friends.

			Omnibus: An automotive public vehicle designed to carry a large number of passengers.

			Prodigality: Carelessly and foolishly spending money, time, etc.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			When it was first published, reviews for The Great Gatsby were mixed; it was not a commercial success. During its time, the novel itself won no awards, but today it is often heralded as the Great American Novel.

			“One of the things Fitzgerald did very successfully was take all things new and modern [including] pop-culture and put those in his novel.” —Baz Luhrmann in Life+Times

			“That’s the message here … to be the boat against the current, even though failure and death inevitably await you. The doomed beauty of trying—that’s what this novel is about.” —Maureen Corrigan on Fresh Air

			“It’s more than an American classic; it’s become a defining document of the national psyche, a creation myth, the Rosetta Stone of the American dream.” —Jay McInerney for The Guardian

			“Fitzgerald’s novel is cool, sexy, stylized, and abstract; there’s a dreamlike falseness, a hollowness, an unreality to it, and that apparent superficiality is part of what makes it fascinating.” —Joshua Rothman for The New Yorker

			“The strong, delicate, poetically resonant text has become a kind of national scripture, recited happily or mournfully, as the occasion requires.” —David Denby for The New Yorker

			“Fitzgerald’s novel is a portal to the savage heart of the human spirit, affords a glimpse at our humanity and wonders at our enormous capacity to dream, to imagine, to hope and to persevere.” —Anne O’Neill for The Irish Times

		

	
		
			About F. Scott Fitzgerald

			F. Scott Fitzgerald was born Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald in St. Paul, Minnesota, on September 24, 1896. He published his first piece in his school’s newspaper when he was thirteen. While at Princeton University, Fitzgerald ignored his classwork in favor of writing, and eventually dropped out in 1917 to join the army.

			In the summer of 1918, he was stationed at Camp Sheridan in Alabama. There he met and fell in love with Zelda Sayre, the youngest daughter of an Alabama Supreme Court judge. Fitzgerald and Zelda’s romance was intense and passionate, and after Fitzgerald was discharged from the army, they became engaged. Despite their deep infatuation, the engagement was not without problems, and Zelda broke things off. After the publication of his first novel, This Side of Paradise, in 1920, Fitzgerald became a sensation. A week later, Zelda came to New York and they were wed.

			The Fitzgeralds became an iconic part of the city’s social scene, and were known for their drunken hijinks. Though Fitzgerald wanted to establish a respected literary status for himself, stories of his lifestyle preceded him and proved detrimental to the critical reception of his novels. 

			In 1921, Zelda gave birth to their only child, Frances Scott (Scottie). The Fitzgeralds spent a number of years in Europe, where Fitzgerald attempted to write while Zelda’s mental state deteriorated. Short stories helped pay for the family’s extravagant tastes and Zelda’s psychiatric treatment.

			He also went to Hollywood several times to write screenplays, but was largely unsuccessful. There, he met Sheilah Graham and an affair ensued. In 1940, Fitzgerald died in Graham’s apartment of a heart attack. 

			Though he did not receive the recognition he had dreamed of during his lifetime, today F. Scott Fitzgerald is considered one of the most outstanding writers of his time. His works are upheld as classics of the Jazz Age.
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