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    FOREWORD


    by Paul A. Shapiro

  


  DURING THE years that I worked to open the archive of the International Tracing Service (ITS)—nearly a decade that culminated in the ratification by eleven countries of formal amendments to the international agreements governing the ITS—it was difficult to fully comprehend the multiple levels of significance that would emerge once the tens of millions of documents locked up at ITS headquarters in Bad Arolsen, Germany, became fully accessible. Kept out of the reach of survivors, researchers, educators, and others with potential interest, the documents had been utilized for over 60 years almost exclusively for tracing and name search purposes and were being used as the twenty-first century began to validate slave and forced labor compensation claims that flowed in from an already disappearing generation of survivors, who had suffered persecution at the hands of Nazi Germany and her allies. The most common notion regarding ITS was that the archive contained millions of name cards and name lists of various sorts and provenances, and little else. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which administered ITS on behalf of an eleven-country International Commission, made only minimal information available regarding the archive’s contents and fostered this limited understanding of the archive precisely in order to stifle curiosity and reduce the likelihood that pressure would be brought to bear to open its doors. The ICRC also restricted the information that was available to member states of the International Commission, information that might have motivated Commission members to act sooner than they did, and even recruited well-known specialists, some of whom had enjoyed privileged personal access to the archive, to reinforce the notion that the ITS archive’s potential for purposes other than tracing and name search would be minimal.1


  At the time, this mischaracterization of the ITS archive seemed highly credible. It was, after all, difficult to believe that six decades after the end of World War II there remained a place where one could find, hidden from public view, between 50 and 100 million documents relating to the fates of millions of people, Jews and members of virtually every other nationality as well, who were victimized by the Nazis: millions of concentration camp documents; transport and deportation lists; Gestapo arrest warrants; prison records; forced and slave labor documentation that revealed thousands of government, military, corporate, and other users of cheap labor, and the consequences of treating human beings as disposable assets to be used up and discarded; displaced persons (DP) files; and millions of inquiries from around the world from survivors and their families, all hoping at first to find someone still alive, and later simply needing to better understand what had happened to loved ones who had been murdered. And it was difficult for most people to believe that six decades after the end of World War II, the democratic governments on the International Commission, nine from Europe plus the United States and Israel, were responsible for keeping this documentation out of the reach of survivors (and everyone else), and appeared ready, as the twenty-first century began, to see the last remnant of the survivor generation disappear without giving survivors access to records that contained precious information about themselves and their families, and without providing them with the comfort of knowing that the documentary record of what happened to them would not be conveniently kept under wraps, “swept under the rug,” as one pained Holocaust survivor expressed it to me one day in my office at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM), once the survivors were gone.


  I was told on more than one occasion by representatives of most countries on the Commission that there had to be some misunderstanding. Still, when the issue of access was raised, it was more convenient for most of the governments involved to believe that the documents held in the ITS archive were of little significance, rather than to entertain what might be a different reality and, after decades, confront their own responsibility for the closed-door policy that prevailed at ITS. By the end of the twentieth century, the Holocaust was broadly considered the century’s defining event, and it was just as broadly understood that knowingly concealing documentation of the Holocaust could be considered a form of Holocaust denial.2


  And yet, with each year of disappointment, disappointment that I measured against the actuarial table of the survivor generation, the multiple levels of significance of the archival collections at ITS became clearer. In the face of legal arguments, technical impediments, and bureaucratic procedure, I saw moral imperative—a moral obligation to Holocaust survivors and their families, and to others who were targeted during the Nazi era, to provide not only the closure that information held in the archive might provide, but reassurance that the names and fates of lost loved ones, as well as their own experiences, would not remain hidden away forever. Fulfilling this moral obligation became for me the highest and most urgent ethical priority.


  The archive was also of immense memorial significance, clarifying the fates of millions and adding precious information to the growing databases of survivors and victims that were being maintained at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and Yad Vashem.


  From my perspective, the moral argument and the memorial significance of the ITS records, grounded in the raw history of the Holocaust, provided more than sufficient rationale for action. But there was more. Layers of contemporary relevance and powerful warnings for the future became clearer as my effort to open the archive proceeded. In the face of rising Holocaust denial in all its forms, whether emerging as a trend in some European countries or emanating from Iran during the presidency of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the tens of millions of pages of irrefutably authentic evidence in the ITS archive could serve for all time as a potent weapon against the deniers, trivializers, relativizers, and minimizers. It also became clearer as the actions necessary to open ITS became more extreme that the campaign itself held a warning about ourselves, our organizations, and our governments: The struggle that was required to open the ITS archive was a powerful reminder of the ability of even good governments, good organizations, and good people to fail to give adequate attention to the voices and concerns of people perceived as having little power or influence. Who, afterall, could appear more powerless than the survivors of a genocide, bereft of their families, bereft of their possessions, displaced and resettled far from their original homes, and struggling to rebuild some semblance of normality in their lives?


  There was a warning about genocide as well. Tragic events in the Darfur region of Sudan provided a vivid reminder that we live in a world characterized by repeated genocides—Rwanda, Cambodia, Bosnia, Darfur. Clearly, no world region is immune. The ITS archive reveals in excruciating detail the price of failing to act to prevent genocide and the decades-long consequences that such a failure to act can generate. And finally, the archive provided a graphic warning about the danger of resurgent antisemitism. The Nazi regime set out to target Jews. But once the ethnic and religious hatred bound up in antisemitism was unleashed, with the gross disregard for the dignity of every human being that such prejudice inevitably produces, the targeting, the persecution, the suffering, the killing did not stop with the Jews. A majority of the documents in the ITS archive deal with the fates of non-Jewish victims of Nazi-era persecution. A visit to ITS makes it extraordinarily clear that while antisemitism is bad for Jews, it is extremely dangerous for everyone else as well. I knew that making people aware of the records at ITS could provide a reminder regarding the consequences of unchecked antisemitism, for which there appeared to be increasing need as the new century began.


  All of this became clear, even without detailed knowledge of the full contents of the several buildings in which the ITS archive was stored. What was less clear was the degree to which what was locked away in those buildings would offer new insights and opportunities for advanced research and teaching. Logic dictated that tens of millions of documents, much of it unique in character and little of it ever examined by specialists, would enable research and teaching that had not been possible before. But for as long as the archive remained sealed, it was impossible to know in what ways and to what degree.


  Thus, in 2008, shortly after the treaty amendments opening the archive took effect, one of the first things the USHMM and ITS agreed to do was sponsor a two-week research workshop at the archive in Bad Arolsen. The fifteen scholars who participated were to be given free rein to explore the institution’s archival holdings in order to begin to evaluate and debate the significance of the collections for scholarship.


  It was obvious that the ITS archive, through its size alone, would add significantly to the enormous archival puzzle regarding the Holocaust that was being assembled, piece by piece, through the international archival acquisition programs of both the Washington and the Jerusalem memorial institutions, the Mémorial de la Shoah in Paris, and other institutions that were determined to gather and preserve for posterity the evidence of Holocaust-era crimes and the consequences of those crimes.


  Factors beyond mere scale also appeared to offer promise. The ITS collections cover the entire period from Hitler’s rise to power in 1933 to the spring of 1945, that is, the entire period of Nazi rule. They also extend through the whole of the Displaced Person and survivor repatriation and resettlement era, and through postwar inquiries and responses, reflect varying interests in and uses of the records right up until today as well. Few, if any, other archival repositories offered similar “longitudinal” coverage of the infrastructure of persecution during the Nazi era and its long-term legacy, measured in its consequences for individuals, individual countries, and the international community writ large—a chronology extending from 1933 literally to the present day.


  Moreover, due to the specific purposes of tracing and name search for which the collections at Bad Arolsen had been used throughout the postwar era, and because of the organizational structure of the archive created to pursue those purposes, ITS had the potential to add to the typically perpetrator-focused approach to Holocaust study the ability to see the event through the eyes and experiences of the victims, of survivors, of forced laborers, of Displaced Persons, etc.—the very people the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and related institutions elsewhere had been created to remember. The suffering and perspective of those specifically targeted for persecution on racial or religious grounds—Jews, Roma and Sinti, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other minority Christian sects, homosexuals, people with disabilities, Poles, Ukrainians, Russians and other Slavs, Soviet prisoners of war—might emerge with sharper contour from documentation that had been systematically reorganized to focus on the victim.


  The fifteen researchers who participated in that first research workshop came together in Bad Arolsen from the United States, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Israel, Poland, and Australia. They formed four teams according to the specific interests each participant had expressed when applying to the workshop. In addition to archival fonds that had been regularly consulted by ITS staff and that the staff expected the participants to utilize, some of the participants explored the basements and the attics of the buildings where collections were housed and found long-untouched collections of UNRRA (United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration) and IRO (International Refugee Organization) documents from the 1940s and 1950s; labor records not of prisoners of the Nazis, but of Displaced Persons; and fifty-year old hand-written registers of the flow of documentation to the predecessor organizations of ITS, as well as massive collections of institutional correspondence, all of which revealed in one fashion or another how the ITS itself had evolved over time. It quickly became evident that the ITS repository held more, and more diverse, collections than anticipated, which actually was not surprising. ITS had never had a trained archivist on staff, and no comprehensive physical inventory of what the ITS buildings contained had been undertaken since the Allied High Commission for Germany turned over administration of the repository to the ICRC in 1955.


  While these “discoveries” were important and signaled the need for a thorough inventory to protect the integrity of the collections, it was the content analysis—the assessment of potential—by the four teams that was most critical. Given the challenges that might be encountered working in collections that had few finding aids, had been systematically reorganized for purposes of name search, and where the disappointments might be as great as any exciting prospects, expectations regarding the results of the research workshop had been intentionally kept in check.


  The team that examined the “Incarceration” or Inhaftierung collections emphasized, first, that the collections indeed spanned the entire period of Nazi rule. The records were “astonishing” in their detail, regarding individual prisoners, relations among different groups of prisoners, prisoner functionaries, and what has come to be known among Holocaust scholars as the “gray zone.”3 The participants felt the material would permit the creation of scrupulously documented social histories of some of the camps and open new understanding of prisoner categorization practices and the systematic use of categorization to exert control. One member of the team focused on the unique insights provided by the records—in particular, the massive medical and sexual-issues-related files of various kinds—into the still-resonant issue of the power of the state over people’s bodies. Another stressed the opportunity to study patterns of violence in the camps over time. A third wanted to explore the ways in which the documentation could corroborate, or might contradict, sensitive issues regarding the camp experience that were addressed in postwar survivor testimonies.


  The team that explored the massive forced labor records—designated at ITS as Kriegszeit (wartime) records, though many were created after the war on order of Allied occupation authorities—reported on the diversity of the documents in this section of the ITS archive: directives of all sorts, labor detail assignments, social insurance records, marriage and birth records of forced laborers, infirmary records, death records, and more. The participants focused on the records of industrial companies that exploited slave and forced laborers—thousands of companies according to their quick sweep through the material, not just well known major industrial firms like I.G. Farben or Daimler-Benz—and on the extensive use of such labor everywhere and by everyone: in industry, by the military, by government offices, on farms, in churches, etc.4 In the few days during which they had access to the records, the team produced a list of over twenty-five categories of forced laborer and was able to document “fluidity” in the system, as laborers moved or were moved from one category to another, with fewer or greater privileges or risks, according to a variety of factors, most under the control of the perpetrators and users of forced and slave labor, but some under the control of the laborers themselves. The team discovered remarkable cases in which forced laborer complaints about their “employers” resulted in detailed investigations and penalization of the “employers” by the SS. These cases appeared more likely to occur in the latter part of the war. The team stressed that there would be much to be learned from studies of aspects of the forced labor experience over time. Because of the omnipresence of forced labor in towns and villages throughout the Third Reich, in other Axis states, and the territories occupied by Axis forces—there were, for example 352 separate users of forced labor in the town of Saarbrücken, 16 in one small village in France—the group saw the potential for revelatory new micro-studies of individual towns or regions. A sociologist on this team, perhaps cognizant of the horrific use of similar techniques by Soviet authorities after the war, focused on the Nazis’ use of “schizophrenia” diagnoses, in regions with euthanasia facilities, to simply make troublesome forced laborers “disappear.”


  The team that worked with the Displaced Persons material—designated at ITS as Nachkriegszeit (postwar) records—reported being “overwhelmed” by the research possibilities. They found records on 2,500 camps for survivors, including camps that operated for a time in what became the Soviet zone of Germany, and massive information about the stages through which DPs passed on the path from prisoner to a future, “from inhumanity to rehabilitation.” The relevance of the records, team members asserted, extended far beyond the Holocaust and related Nazi-era crimes to the broadest European and global impact of the waves of people who moved through DP camps and on to somewhere else. The team suggested that the materials at ITS could stimulate study of the impact of the end of Jewish life in Europe and its reconstruction elsewhere, and perhaps even lead to the creation of a “center for aftermath studies” to inform the policies of contemporary state and international actors that wrestle with modern refugee issues and the long-term consequences of genocide and related population displacements. While contemplating the scale of the postwar crisis that involved millions of displaced persons, the team, citing the impact on individual DPs and their families of snap value judgments by Allied “intake officers” at DP camps, stressed the need for studies that might lead to better training today to address the individual physical and psychological needs of survivors of future crises. Making reference to the records relating to Nazi medical crimes and the physical consequences of starvation, deprivation, and exhausting physical labor that can be found in both the Incarceration and the Displaced Persons sections of the ITS archive, the team drew attention to the importance of the archive for scholars of the history of medicine.5 The participants also reflected on the abuse of the DP system by war criminals to leave Europe and, in most cases, escape without ever being held accountable for their crimes. As the last trials of alleged Holocaust-era perpetrators were being debated and, in a few instances, carried through to judgment, the fact that the ITS archive contained substantive files on alleged war criminals like John (Ivan) Demjanjuk, Laszlo Csatary, Johann “Hans” Breyer, and others led this team to suggest the need for serious new analysis of how such individuals navigated to safety through the cloudy aftermath of the genocide of European Jewry. They also proposed renewed study of the individuals and institutions that failed to investigate such people, or found nothing objectionable in what they had done, and therefore helped them.


  The final team worked in the section of the archive labeled “Topical Documents” (Sachdokumente) and in the well over three million “Tracing and Documentation” (T/D) or postwar inquiry files. Not surprisingly, each inquiry sent to ITS provided important information known to the inquirer at the same time as it sought information from the ITS archive. Team members summarized the research possibilities as “broad” and “expansive.” They emphasized the potential for refugee compensation studies; for study of the institutional history of ITS as a case study of the management of the needs of survivors of genocide and mass displacement; and for study of the Lebensborn program and the planning, under Heinrich Himmler’s direct supervision, of techniques to create the “perfect Aryan child.” One researcher described the potential for an important project on mass graves and the graves of victims who died at forced labor. Another advocated for serious study, based on these materials, of the manner in which information on Nazi crimes was first gathered by Allied authorities during the last phase and immediately following the end of World War II. The discussion that followed the team’s presentation also identified the unique significance of the T/D files for studies of post-Holocaust emigration and resettlement patterns, a kind of post-Holocaust geography of the survivors of persecution, of perpetrators, and of hundreds of thousands of others who had been displaced for some reason, including in particular the return of Soviet authority to prewar Soviet territories that had been occupied and the Soviet military occupation of much of East Central Europe. The intertwined fates of perpetrators and collaborators, their victims, bystanders, and beneficiaries, so evident in so much of the ITS documentation, did not end when the war ended.


  During the research workshop’s summary discussions, possibilities for future research initiatives emerged that spanned the document sections covered by each team and integrated many of the themes they had raised. Participants advocated for comparative study of every kind—for example, study of the diversity of prisoner, labor, DP, resettlement, and memory-seeking experiences made possible by the incarceration, labor, DP and resettlement, and T/D sections; for exploration of the geography of the Holocaust, including refugee and migration studies and the “geography of memory,” tracing the nature of inquiries received by ITS, where they came from, and when; for longitudinal studies, and in particular for study of behaviors in the post-Holocaust “chronological gray zone” or “fluid temporal space” from late 1943 to 1948, when perpetrators, victims, users of forced labor, bystanders, and then DPs, allied authorities, and potentially implicated perpetrators all lived in a situation of great uncertainty, changing prospects, and the unpredictable possibilities presented by growing awareness that the Allies would win the war and that Germany would be defeated, followed ever so quickly by the onset of the Cold War. The ITS archive, workshop participants concluded, would be “a goldmine for scholars.”


  * * *


  Seven years after that initial research workshop, some misconceptions regarding the ITS archive persist. Many people, understanding correctly that there are millions of name cards and lists of names in the archive, still consider that to be the full measure of it. But the collections are much more diverse, and the name cards and lists, knowledgeably consulted, analyzed, and aggregated, speak with the powerful voice of individual human beings and provide a foundation for the multiple research possibilities outlined by the workshop participants, and undoubtedly many more. The perception that the archive is relevant principally for research into events in Western Europe, especially in Germany itself, and dramatically less relevant to events further east, while valid to a degree, requires significant qualification and needs to be tested case-by-case, lest researchers fail to consult the important documentation relating to events in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union that can be found in ITS records.6 And while it is true, as was often asserted as an argument against opening the records, that the ITS archive does not house records of grand strategy making or of the perpetrators’ planning and implementation of the “Final Solution,” on the basis of which so much history has been written, ITS powerfully documents the human factor—the grinding routine of man’s inhumanity to man, of prisoners’ efforts to survive one more day, of perpetrator calculations of how to reap the most benefit from disposable human assets consigned to their control, of occasional acts of courage and rescue, and of the herculean efforts of survivors to live after so much death.


  The seven years have also witnessed dramatic change. The ICRC withdrew from its administrative role at ITS, and the International Commission hired an internationally respected research scholar and professor of Holocaust studies to serve as the first post-ICRC director of the institution. As a result of the treaty amendments signed in 2006 and ratified by the final International Commission member state in 2008, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and national repositories in several other Commission member countries have received over 150 million document scans from the ITS archive, and the scanning continues. At the USHMM, we have responded to over 15,000 requests from survivors and their families for information about lost loved ones. And for the first time, responses to such requests, whether provided from Washington, from ITS in Bad Arolsen, or elsewhere, are being accompanied by copies of the actual documents that relate to the inquirer’s question, rather than via the bureaucratic form letter that previously characterized ITS responses, if they materialized at all. The difference for survivors and their families who are still seeking answers seventy years after the end of World War II has been immense.7 A comprehensive list of the document collections at ITS, based on a physical search of the institution, now exists. Work is being done on catalogues and finding aids to facilitate research—something that prior to opening the archive had been considered unnecessary for documentation to which no one was supposed to gain access. Institutionally, ITS has become a more welcoming venue for research and has begun to publish a yearbook of ITS-related scholarship.8


  The concern raised by the ICRC and shared by some national representatives on the International Commission that opening the archive might lead to an immediate spate of lawsuits relating to data privacy (Datenschutz) proved to be unwarranted. Irrespective of whether the records have been consulted at Bad Arolsen under the access rules established by the Commission for the ITS headquarters, or in digital form at one of the national copy repositories in the member states of the Commission, where the national privacy and archival laws and practices of the respective member state apply, no such lawsuits have materialized. Given the positive impact for both survivors and their families and for researchers since the archive has been open, even the sensitivity that once existed regarding the potential for scholars to explore the uses that various national governments made of the collections at ITS, or to study the ways in which states and international organizations met or failed to adequately address survivor-related issues and needs after World War II, has diminished. There is no question that the ITS archive offers these possibilities to serious researchers, just as it offers the possibility to examine the manner in which the administrators of ITS—whether UNRRA or the IRO, the Allied High Commission for Germany or the ICRC—responded to requests by governments for information regarding alleged war criminals and collaborators whose names, wartime behavior, and generally self-expiating approaches to DP and Allied occupation authorities after the war can be found in the archive.9


  In the seven years since the archive has been open, the International Commission has become increasingly aware of the breadth of subject matter for which the ITS holdings constitute a unique resource for scholarly research or add new perspectives on topics that may have already been studied in some depth using other archival collections. There is growing awareness, as well, that the archive can serve as a vital resource for future education and training regarding the Holocaust, other related Nazi-era crimes, and the enormous task of dealing effectively with the aftermath of genocide. Recognizing all of this, the Commission has recently decided to work toward making all of the documentation in the ITS archive accessible on line. This transformation of approach in just a few years, from near-total denial of access to plans to make the documentation accessible everywhere, will surely encourage greater use of the archive for research of the sorts identified by participants in that first jointly sponsored USHMM-ITS workshop, which took place in Bad Arolsen just a few months after research access to the archive became possible.


  It took years to open the ITS archive, and more years have passed since. During this period, the actuarial table of the survivor generation has caught up with tens of thousands of survivors of Nazi-era persecution and displacement, some of them my friends, some my inspirations, and all people who deserved better than what they endured even after the Holocaust ended. Since the opening of the ITS archive, many survivors have received information and documentation that had been denied to them for decades regarding lost loved ones and regarding their own experiences. But many more did not live long enough to be granted that opportunity for closure. One may ask what debt is owed to them. Is there any meaningful way to acknowledge the ethical wrong that they suffered as a result? The ITS archive contains tens of millions of documents with the potential to ensure that neither the victims nor the survivors, nor what happened to them, will ever be forgotten. In my view, it must be the responsibility of today’s scholars and educators and those of future generations to make use of the archive and capitalize on that potential.


  * * *


  The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum dedicated considerable energy to opening the ITS archive. The Museum continues to work with ITS in Bad Arolsen and with the other national repositories of digital copies of the archive on projects designed to facilitate its use. Suzanne Brown-Fleming is the senior coordinator of the programs of the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies that are dedicated to advancing scholarly use of the ITS archive. In Nazi Persecution and Postwar Repercussions: The International Tracing Service Archive and Holocaust Research, she has undertaken the first serious effort to guide scholars, researchers, and educators through some of the challenges and complexities of working with the ITS archive, and simultaneously to illustrate the rewards of engaging this important new resource for Holocaust research and teaching. The powerful case studies that Dr. Brown-Fleming provides illustrate some of the possibilities for innovative and cutting-edge research approaches that the ITS collections offer. She has made a signifi-cant contribution through this unique publication. Thanks to her work, others will be able to proceed with greater confidence in identifying and utilizing ITS archival riches that relate to their own academic and educational pursuits.


  Paul A. Shapiro, Director


  Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies


  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum


  October 2015
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    CHAPTER 1


    THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE HOLDINGS

  


  ON JUNE 25, 2007, the CBS television news network program 60 Minutes aired the segment “Hitler’s Secret Archive.” Program host Scott Pelley warned viewers, “You are about to see secrets of the Holocaust that have been hidden away for sixty years. What we found ranged from the bizarre to the horrifying.” Pelley was reporting on the International Tracing Service (ITS) in Bad Arolsen, Germany, which was, until November 2007, the largest closed Holocaust-related archival collection in the world. The documents, said Pelley, had been “taken to a town in the middle of Germany called Bad Arolsen, where they were sorted, filed and locked away, never to be seen by the public until now.”1 This is but one rendering—and among the most public—of the tale of the ITS holdings, which, then and now, continue to fascinate.


  Recently inscribed into the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Memory of the World Register,2 the size and scope of the collection, staggers the imagination. In tens of millions of documents, the ITS holdings capture the Nazi and Axis attempt to remake all of Europe under the fascist juggernaut and the terrible, decades-long aftermath for families, institutions, and nations. The ITS holdings relate to millions of people subject to incarceration, forced labor, displacement, or death as a result of World War II; to their persecutors; to witnesses and accomplices;3 and to the countries and agencies that addressed their needs at war’s end. The documents’ organization focuses on the perspective of victims and survivors of the Holocaust, both Jews and non-Jews.4 Consider this description by Paul A. Shapiro, the principal driver in opening the ITS holdings:


  
    [The ITS holdings] represent a rare case of archives gathered in a single location that span chronologically from the moment Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist Party rose to power in Germany [in 1933], through the years of Nazi domination and mass persecution of Jews and other targeted groups on the European continent, through the years when both Jewish and non-Jewish survivors of persecution (as well as many perpetrators) passing through hundreds of displaced persons facilities sought emigration, resettlement and the opportunity to construct new lives in the postwar, post-Holocaust era; and continuing right up to our own day through the millions of inquiries that both sought and provided important information, submitted to the ITS by survivors, governments, and other institutions and individuals.5

  


  Decades before the inaccurately titled “Hitler’s Secret Archive” aired and scholars gained access to the ITS holdings, many myths and misconceptions about the archive circulated. These are well summarized and articulated by Shapiro and will not be repeated here.6 Rather, this brief volume offers a point of entry into a complex collection with great potential to advance twenty-first-century scholarship and education on the Holocaust and its aftermath. Far from providing the final word, this volume intends to demystify the ITS holdings and make the contents of the archive more accessible. The curious reader seeking new sources and perspectives on the Holocaust and its postwar repercussions will find many questions and some answers in these pages. If this volume stimulates more comprehensive and in-depth work utilizing the ITS holdings going forward, it will have fulfilled its purpose.


  Reports describing the creation and early years of ITS can be found in the collection itself.7 In 1943, the British Red Cross Bureau for International Affairs (London) was converted into a tracing service. In February 1944, the Supreme Headquarters/Allied Expeditionary Forces (SHAEF) assumed leadership of it. SHAEF transferred the administration of the tracing service to the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA)8 in late 1945, at which point its primary mission became the tracing of civilians, although ultimate authority over the tracing service and its policies remained with the military governments.9 In January 1946, the Central Tracing Bureau (CTB) moved to Bad Arolsen. Not bombed during the war, the town was home to large, intact buildings and undisturbed telegraph and telephone lines. It was also centrally located relative to the four zones of occupied Germany.10


  As early as October 1945, the UNRRA Central Tracing Bureau recommended that “indexes of names of former concentration camp inmates, or any other record of concentration camps that would aid in identifying such persons, be located, safeguarded and their location made known.”11 By the following month, the mandate had expanded to include lists of labor detachments sent out from main concentration camps, lists of graves and burial places of displaced persons (DPs), food and labor office lists, cemetery records, church records, records of vital statistics bureaus, personnel records, hospital records, and reports from DPs on names of concentration camps.12


  In July 1947, the International Refugee Organization (IRO) took over administration of the CTB, and on January 1, 1948, it was renamed the International Tracing Service.13 In April 1951, the High Commission for Occupied Germany assumed authority over ITS, a measure intended as provisional until the service could be transferred to the administration of the West German government. Instead, in 1955, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva assumed administration of the ITS, subject to the authority of an International Commission (IC) consisting at that time of eight countries (Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany, France, Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and the United States).14


  According to a June 1946 report by Maurice Thudicum, the first director of the CTB, the “first set of concentration camp records [the tracing bureau] was to gather and exploit” came from the Dachau concentration camp. (See document 1.1.15) Dachau Registration Office records saved by prisoners employed there and first kept by the International Information Office (Dachau) were transferred in their entirety to the US Zone Tracing Bureau in August 1946. Original documentation from the Buchenwald concentration camp arrived next, obtained from the US Document Center in Wiesbaden, followed by Flossenbürg documentation from the 3rd Army Berlin Document Center and the War Crimes Tribunal in Dachau. Additional original material from these camps amounting to “126 crates” arrived from the US Document Center in Oberursel at the end of 1947. Materials relating to the Mauthausen concentration camp were discovered in Munich in December 1948 and sent on to the tracing bureau. By the end of 1948, “these documents constituted the largest and most complete collection of original concentration camp records in Europe.”16


  Thousands of other collections continued to be deposited there after 1955 and as late as 2008, “sometimes,” writes Shapiro, “sent by individuals and organizations seeking to assist ITS in the fulfillment of its mandates and sometimes deposited at Bad Arolsen by governments that did not care to preserve the records or believed that if they were at ITS, no one would ever see them.”17 (See document 1.2.18) The history of the opening of this archive in 2007, the mandate that all IC member states have the option to received a scanned (i.e., digital) copy upon request, and the withdrawal of the ICRC from the administration of ITS in 2012 is most compelling and deserves its own full-length study.19


  Managed directly by the IC and under the directorship of Floriane Hohenberg (effective January 1, 2016), the ITS is undergoing a “reorientation [and] shift of focus” in its work in recognition of the reality that “clarifying individual fates, tracing family members [and] restitution issues will gradually fade into the background.”20 The Berlin Agreements signed by IC members on December 9, 2011, at the Foreign Office in Berlin and effective from January 1, 2013, define ITS guidelines.21 Currently, the IC consists of eleven member states (Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, the United Kingdom, and the United States). Both the ICRC and the German Federal Archive (Bundesarchiv) have permanent observer status in the IC. The Bundesarchiv has been designated as an institutional partner to “advise the ITS in archival questions such as digitization, conservation and archival description.”22


  THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE HOLDINGS


  Broadly speaking, the ITS holdings consist of (1) original material located only in the ITS holdings, (2) copies of documentation for which the originals might no longer exist, (3) original material within the ITS holdings and also held in copy in other archives around the world, and (4) copies of material initially gathered from other archives for tracing purposes and today extremely useful for researchers.23 It would be difficult at this point to estimate the percentage of materials unique to the ITS holdings. However, using currently available tools (to which we will return at a later point), we can make a beginning in identifying that material that exists only and uniquely in the ITS holdings. That said, there is great utility for researchers in having colocated copies of relevant collections. Further, these ITS-held copies guide scholars to the original sources.


  A large portion of the ITS holdings have been scanned. As of 2015, the scanned portions of the ITS holdings are organized into the following units:


  
    	Special Inventories and Finding Aids


    	Subunit Zero: Global Finding Aids


    	Subunit One: Incarceration and Persecution


    	Subunit Two: Registration of Foreigners and German Persecutees by Public Institutions, Insurance Companies, and Firms (1939–1947)


    	Subunit Three: Registrations and Files of Displaced Persons, Children, and Missing Persons


    	Subunit Four: Special NSDAP24 Organizations and Actions


    	Subunit Five: Miscellaneous


    	Subunit Six: Records of the ITS and its Predecessors

  


  Under the terms of the 2011 Berlin Agreements, the ITS has provided copies of the scanned documents to designated institutions within seven of the IC member states. These scanned copies constitute the ITS digital archive.25 To date, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM), Israel’s Yad Vashem, the Institute of National Remembrance (Warsaw) in Poland, the Luxembourg Documentation and Research Centre on Resistance, the Belgian and French national archives, and the Wiener Library for the Study of the Holocaust & Genocide (London) in the United Kingdom have received a copy of the ITS digital archive. In each respective IC member state, national archival law and practice, as well as institutional preparedness, govern access to and use of the ITS digital archive.


  SUBUNITS ONE AND TWO26


  Subunits One (Incarceration and Persecution) and Two (Registration of Foreigners and German Persecutees by Public Institutions, Insurance Companies, and Firms, 1939–1947) are best discussed in tandem, as the camp universe27 and the phenomenon of forced labor (Zwangsarbeit)28 frequently went hand in hand. In addition to the centralized and SS-run29 camps that have made their way into the world’s consciousness—Auschwitz, Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald, Dachau—Geoffrey P. Megargee cites a “bewildering array” of other persecution sites. These included “killing centers, ghettos, forced labor camps, prisoner-of-war (POW) camps, so-called resettlement camps, brothels, prisons,” and more, run by the SS, the German military, the police, and other governmental agencies, as well as private industry. Axis powers too began their own camp systems stretching from “France to Romania and Norway to Italy.” As records in the ITS holdings so ably demonstrate, prisoners came from every country over which the Nazi and Axis regimes held power.30 Work “was a central element of the Nazis’ camp regimen,” and most prisoners had to perform some sort of labor.31


  Historians differentiate between groups of forced laborers and their sites of incarceration. Common factors included laborers’ inability to leave or change their work deployments/work sites or to exercise control over their work and living conditions. Ulrich Herbert proposes four main groups of forced laborers: (1) foreign civilians transferred into German territory over the course of the war specifically for the purpose of labor deployment, becoming the largest group of foreign laborers in Germany and including millions of Ostarbeiter (eastern workers) from Poland and the former Soviet Union; (2) foreign POWs and military detainees deployed in the German economy; (3) inmates of concentration camps exploited under the auspices of the SS, enduring particularly brutal conditions and often complete disregard for life and health, leading some historians to classify them as “slave laborers”; (4) German and foreign Jews forced to work in their towns and later ghettos in occupied Europe.32 An estimated 8 million foreign forced laborers had been deployed in the German economy by 1944.33


  Many victims subjected to forced labor found themselves in the camp system at some point and subject to slave labor within it. In the ITS holdings, they thus appear in both Subunits One and Two. Subunit One includes collections relating to camps, ghettos, and prisons of various types, the Nazi or Axis agencies that ran them, and slave labor within the concentration camp universe. Many aspects of the incarceration and persecution process, including surveillance, arrest, detention, deportation, and slave labor (especially Jewish slave labor) in main camps and sprawling subcamps, can be studied in Subunit One. Larger collections within Subunit One include over two million scans of documents on individual Buchenwald prisoners and other original camp records. Moving digital images of concentration camp prisoners’ belongings, from watches to wedding rings to photographs to personal papers, to be found in subunit 1.2.9 bring home the insatiable nature and real human cost of Nazism. (See document 1.3.34)


  Aside from the aforementioned Buchenwald-, Dachau-, Flossenbürg-, and Mauthausen-related wartime documents that arrived in Bad Arolsen in the immediate years after the war, Subunit One contains thousands of scans of original documents located only in the ITS holdings concerning prisoners in Gross-Rosen35 (1.1.11.1) and its subcamps, including the Wolfsberg labor camp,36 as well as tens of thousands of scans of original questionnaires, postal control cards, infirmary cards, and illness and death certificates for prisoners in Mittelbau-Dora37 (1.1.27). Subunit One also holds substantial material from Natzweiler-Struthof38 (1.1.29), Ravensbrück39 (1.1.35), Niederhagen-Wewelsburg40 (1.1.31), and a host of other camps too numerous to list here.41 Scholars have begun to work with materials in Subunit One to study individual camps at a deeper level.42 ITS holdings are not limited to camps in Germany. Shapiro has written about the many myths surrounding the ITS holdings. One is that they “have greatest relevance to what happened in Western Europe [. . .] and are dramatically weaker [. . .] the further east in Europe one looks.”43 Shapiro argues that this generalization requires qualification, as ITS holdings concerning the camp Vapniarka (1.1.47.1), today in Ukraine, show.44


  Also in Subunit One are nearly 1 million records of the Secret State Police (Geheime Staatspolizei, Gestapo).45 These include 467 original individual case files of Gestapo headquarters in Düsseldorf and its branches in Essen, Duisburg, and Krefeld; of Gestapo headquarters in Linz, Austria;46 and of the Gestapo units in the concentration camps Neuengamme and Sachsenhausen as well as Rudersberg (subordinate to the Stuttgart Gestapo).47 Original and not yet utilized by researchers are court-martial proceedings against foreign-born members of German military units from all over Europe and the Middle East, some of them volunteers, conducted between 1940 and 1945 (1.2.8.1). British and American authorities discovered these documents in Düsseldorf and Würzburg in 1950. After passing through several other stations, the records made their way to Bad Arolsen. Because the cases fell outside the ITS mandate to trace victims, most documents were released to the defendants’ countries of origin. Of these, 679 cases remained in Bad Arolsen.48 They can include long and fascinating narratives about the events and actions that triggered arrest. The court-martial proceedings offer fresh material for researchers studying a particular unit, examining specific ethnic groups willingly or unwillingly recruited into the German military, or seeking to construct patterns in what grounds were cited for disciplinary measures. Those studying the Security Service (Sicherheitsdienst des Reichsführers-SS, SD)49 will find original Frankfurt am Main SD (Aschaffenburg branch) records relating to Ostarbeiter; Polish, Belgian, and French prisoners of war; and those who employed them (1.2.3.0, folder 2). Subunit One also includes documentation relating to Red Army POWs whom the SS conscripted from Wehrmacht POW camps as forced laborers.50


  Subunit Two is a primary source base for the study of labor camps functioning outside the aegis of the SS camp complex, usually operated by private companies or municipalities, utilizing Jewish slave laborers, Ostarbeiter, prisoners of war, and civilian contractors. It contains records of relevant administrative bodies, for example, local or regional labor departments (Arbeitsämter) or the German Labor Front (Deutsche Arbeitsfront, DAF),51 and the records of hospitals, health insurance companies, police, and other institutions that regulated different aspects of foreign labor in Germany, including millions of registration cards, employees’ record books, and individual correspondence relating to forced labor. (See document 1.4.52) Subunit Two contains documents that Nazi authorities and large-scale German employers, including the German military, the Inspector General of Construction for the National Capital City (Generalbauinspektor für die Reichshauptstadt, GBI),53 the Organisation Todt (OT),54 and the Warsaw Labor Office (Arbeitsamt Warschau), produced to manage both their voluntary foreign workers and those they engaged in forced labor.55 One can also find postwar documentation created by foreign governments and tracing services as they searched for missing POWs. This includes documentation generated by the German Armed Forces Information Office for War Losses and Prisoners of War (Wehrmachtsauskunftstelle für Kriegerverluste und Kriegsgefangene) and the French High Commission for Germany.56


  Many documents in this subunit, including grave registration forms, were produced in response to a November 1945 Allied Control Council order issued to local German authorities tasked with obtaining “nominal rolls by nationalities of Prisoners of War, forcibly evicted persons, workmen and refugees who have resided temporarily or permanently in occupied territory or who were in transit through these territories, as well as lists of institutions in which these persons worked.”57 (See document 1.5.58) The resulting records yield a detailed picture of the nature and implementation of forced labor in Nazi-and Axis-dominated Europe and allow for locating and describing previously unknown camp sites and inmate populations. Entire inmate groups can be traced throughout the war. Researchers can reconstruct patterns and trends in evolving Nazi wartime labor policy and its implementation on the ground.


  Subunit Two illuminates the unprecedented mass movement of European populations by German and Axis military and civilian authorities during the war. It demonstrates both the complex administrative infrastructure directing logistics from the top and the tremendous energy generated—and often wasted—on the bottom as foreigners were transferred in and out of towns and villages, companies, and camps. Most of all, documentation in the ITS holdings brings into sharp relief the high visibility and ubiquity of racism and the perceived benefit of exploitation in day-to-day life in wartime Europe. A single barrack or even a barn could be fenced off and serve as a site of persecution and exploitation for its inmates. Current understandings of what constituted a “camp” will change as a result of documents in the ITS holdings, as will our understanding of what Alexandra Lohse calls the “texture” of forced labor. Researchers for the USHMM’s Camps and Ghettos Encyclopedia project estimate that at least forty thousand sites utilizing forced labor (foreign civilians, prisoners of war, concentration camp inmates, and Jews) existed.59


  SUBUNIT THREE


  Subunit Three (Registration and Files of Displaced Persons, Children, and Missing Individuals) includes the massive body of administrative paperwork to cope with millions of DPs when World War II ended. These included former concentration camp inmates, forced laborers, prisoners of war, those in hiding, and those who had returned from Communist eastern Europe.60 According to Gerard Daniel Cohen, “Approximately eight million civilians in Germany qualified as DPs under UNRRA and Allied military directives” by war’s end. Military and UNRRA officials “succeeded in returning six to seven million” to their “countries of origin” by the fall of 1945. Approximately 1.2 million refugees remained. Who were the so-called last million, as they were called in media descriptions of that era? Nearly 50 percent were Polish (an estimated 400,000 in March 1946), and a large percentage were Estonians, Latvians, and Lithuanians (150,000 to 200,000) or ethnic Ukrainians (100,000 to 150,000), rounded out by Jews, Yugoslavs, Slovaks, Hungarians, and other eastern Europeans.


  What Cohen calls a “second and longer phase of the DP episode” began in early 1946, when the “last million” became rapidly augmented by so-called posthostilities refugees and dislocated people. This new wave included 9 to 12 million ethnic Germans expelled from east-central Europe—records of whom are also to be found in ITS holdings—and 250,000 ethnic Italians who left Yugoslav-controlled Istria and Dalmatia. It included also 520,000 ethnic Ukrainians, Belarusians, and Lithuanians transferred out of Poland by the end of 1946 and 1.5 million ethnic Poles repatriated from Soviet Ukraine, Belarus, and Lithuania between 1944 and 1948. These refugees coming from the Soviet Union were often fleeing the brutality of Soviet occupation; in other cases, they were collaborators fearing retribution after Nazi and Axis defeat. Political upheaval and nascent nationalism in other parts of the world meant that millions of refugees from India, Pakistan, Israel, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea, and Arab nations also fled to Europe after 1947. Records of these non-European refugees who found themselves in European DP camps can also be found in the ITS holdings.61


  With regard to Jews, UNRRA statistics for September 1945 showed that among remaining DPs in Germany, Austria, and Italy, roughly fifty thousand (3.6 percent) were Jewish. The she’erit hapletah (the surviving remnant) came from all parts of Europe.62 When the refugee population began to increase significantly in 1946, the Jewish DP population increased from 50,000 to 145,000 in 1946 alone. By the summer of 1947, about 182,000 Jewish DPs lived in Germany, 80 percent of them from Poland. The remainder came predominantly (but not exclusively) from Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Russia, and Romania. Among the Jewish refugees were eastern European nationals who had sought refuge from the Nazis in the Soviet Union in 1939 and returned to their homes only to encounter rampant antisemitism. Thus they sought refuge once again, primarily in the western zones of occupied Germany. Even at its peak in 1947, the Jewish displaced persons population never exceeded more than 10 to 20 percent of all DPs.63


  ITS holdings consist of materials generated by the international organizations tasked with caring for DPs, including UNRRA, IRO, the International Red Cross, the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM),64 and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and religious or national bodies like the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (AJDC), the Jewish Organization for Rehabilitation through Training (ORT), the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), the Jewish Agency for Israel, the National Catholic Welfare Conference, and many, many others. Allied Expeditionary Forces authorities prepared a standardized two-sided registration form called a DP registration record (DP-2) for each person upon arrival at an assembly center.65 (See document 1.6.66) Millions of DP-2 cards are part of the ITS holdings, and scans of the cards are available at the national repositories as part of the ITS digital archive. DP-2 cards contain basic personal details about refugees that typically include name, place of birth, date of birth, occupation, country of origin, and religion.


  Subunit Three also holds 350,000 envelopes containing so-called IRO care and maintenance—welfare and support (CM/1) forms from assembly centers in Austria, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. (See document 1.7.67) These were compulsory screening questionnaires, standardized across the Allied zones, that required applicants to answer biographical questions about their prewar and wartime activities in order to obtain support and DP status from the IRO. CM/1 envelopes also contain processing documentation, and so forth, as Allied authorities prepared applicants for resettlement. Despite the great potential inherent in these records, scholars must apply appropriate scrutiny to the information contained therein. Ruth Balint writes, “The answers DPs gave to the authorities and the testimonies and petitions they wrote were crafted for a certain purpose and a specific audience. To secure DP status meant both access to welfare and a ticket to the West, and getting the story ‘right’ often meant the difference between securing a future in a new country, remaining stuck in Germany as an unwanted fringe dweller, or being repatriated back to the Communist East. What people wrote was not necessarily what they thought, nor was it necessarily the truth.”68 Put another way, applicants needed to demonstrate their eligibility.69 Thus, CM/1 forms can include lengthy testimonies about the applicant’s wartime experience; notes by IRO interviewers, who were often DPs themselves, with their own CM/1 forms and fluency in the applicant’s language; photographs; internal IRO correspondence on the merit of the application; health records; marriage certificates; employment affidavits and applications; emigration information; and other often unexpected documentation, all subsequently aggregated by ITS staff and placed in the applicant’s CM/1 form and organized by name.


  If applicants obtained DP status, IRO officers tried to determine their resettlement in the most viable or appropriate country. IRO “screeners” were “tasked with identifying and purging war criminals, collaborators and ethnic Germans (Volksdeutsche), all of whom, if identified, were excluded from the DP community.”70 To prove they fell into the correct category, the IRO required applicants to record their activities and places of employment in their former home countries, and so we see scrawled across the pages of tens of thousands of CM/1 forms, in aggregate, the entire range of behaviors and roles that victims, perpetrators, collaborators, and beneficiaries played across Europe between 1933 and 1945, from the fascist Hungarian Arrow Cross officer to the Polish peasant put to forced labor on a German farm to the Jewish survivor of several concentration camps. Used responsibly and in conjunction with other postwar records available within and outside the ITS holdings, these documents help elucidate the fate of individuals and entire groups stranded in Europe.


  CM/1 forms and those generated by other relief organizations are also a source for scholars who wish to track in great detail the administrative practices of the agencies involved, as well as the social and cultural attitudes of DP interviewers, whose impressions often determined the outcome of each case. “Poor, old, sick woman,” wrote an ICEM caseworker about seventy-five-year old ethnic German Lina Geisler, originally from Grottau, Czechoslovakia.71 In other instances, caseworkers and intake officers could be far less kind, making recommendations on the basis of an applicant’s bad haircut or child born out of wedlock. Scholars studying gender-based assumptions and attitudes have much rich material here. “She is the type of person who is unable to make decisions independently,” wrote IRO interviewer J. Ziverts about then twenty-three-year-old Ewhenia Kowalska, a Ukrainian Greek Catholic from Buczacz deported to Germany in April 1942.72


  SUBUNIT FOUR


  Subunit Four (Special NSDAP Organizations and Actions) consists of files concerning two Nazi organizations: the National Socialist People’s Welfare (Nationalsozialistische Volkswohlfahrt, NSV)73 and the SS-Lebensborn (Fount of Life) program, founded by Heinrich Himmler. (See document 1.8.74) Comparatively speaking, Subunit Four is a small archive. Lebensborn was established in 1935 within the SS Race and Resettlement Main Office (SS-Rasse- und Siedlungshauptamt, RuSHA)75 in the context of orders by Himmler charging every SS man to produce at least four children, whether in or out of wedlock. Lebensborn provided birth documents and basic support and recruited adoptive parents. By 1944, the SS maintained a total of thirteen homes in which approximately eleven thousand children were born. After the beginning of the Russian campaign, non-German European children deemed “of good blood” were taken from their parents, evaluated by Lebensborn, and passed on to adoptive parents.76 Few Lebensborn records other than those in the ITS holdings are known to have survived.


  Documents in the ITS holdings reflect the multiple roles of Gregor Ebner, who, among other posts, served as medical director of the Lebensborn facility Hochland in Steinhöring, near Munich.77 Because of his broad responsibilities, in addition to documentation of the Hochland facility, this subcollection includes material concerning other facilities. These include the “homes” (Heime) Harz (in Wernigerode/Harz), Kurmark (in Klosterheide/Mark), Pommern (in Bad Polzin), Friesland (in Hohehorst near Bremen), Taunus (in Wiesbaden), Schwarzwald (in Nordrach/Baden), and Sonnenweise (in Kohren-Salis/Saxony); in Austria, Ostmark (subsequently named Wienerwald, in Pernitz/Muggendorf near Vienna); and in Luxemburg, Moselland (in Bofferding). American forces captured the Hochland facility and the documentation therein. After use in Nuremberg successor trial eight, the collection was sent to Bad Arolsen in August 1948. The RuSHA trial documents are an example of a subcollection for which the originals and copies can be found in other archives or are published. However, the colocation of the copies with the Lebensborn and NSV files is convenient for the researcher.78


  SUBUNIT FIVE


  Subunit Five (Miscellaneous) consists of trial-related documentation (5.1) and records concerning Allied investigations of so-called death marches and identification of so-called unknown dead, meaning all graves of non-German nationals, be they death march victims, camp or labor brigade prisoners, local forced laborers, soldiers killed in battle, or prisoners of war (5.3). On October 1, 1945, the Allied and German Military Graves Service issued an order to all mayors (Bürgermeister) across Germany to “register the graves of all Allied nationals in Germany” on a specified grave registration form.79 This directive resulted in the receipt by the Allies of not only the returned forms but also cartographical and other materials. (See document 1.9.80) The so-called graveyard surveys held in subunit 5.3.5 (Grave Investigation/Cemetery Maps) are among the most moving and visually compelling documents in the ITS holdings.


  These maps, organized in the ITS holdings by Land (state) and then by Kreis (district), were created locally and submitted to Allied authorities in the first months and years after war’s end. They are yet another testament to the familiarity of the local population with the presence, death, and burial of concentration camp prisoners, forced laborers, and POWs in their midst. One potential use of the hand-drawn maps in subunit 5.3.5 might be to look specifically at those German towns where hundreds of subcamps opened only in 1944 and where hundreds and sometimes thousands of prisoners died of starvation and disease.81 The maps in subunit 5.3.5 can provide details and reveal patterns concerning where these victims were (or were not) buried. If, for example, one looks at the maps for the town of Vaihingen an der Enz (hereafter Vaihingen),82 where a so-called Krankenlager (hospital camp) opened in the fall of 1944,83 one can identify several dozen graves of Vaihingen inmates who must have been among the eighty-four former prisoners who died after liberation and were buried in the town’s cemetery.84


  With regard to death march victims specifically, in April 1946 the CTB inaugurated a project to “identify the burial places of the victims of the death marches during the last months of the war,” publishing their first findings in the paper “Death Marches (Marches de la Mort): Routes and Distances, Volumes I–III.”85 Carried out over approximately four years, the project terminated in June 1951. These three volumes, as well as thousands of pages of investigative records about death marches from Buchenwald, Dachau, Mittelbau-Dora, Flossenbürg, Neuengamme, Sachsenhausen, and some of their satellite camps and documentation about “hundreds of cemeteries and mass graves,” are now part of the ITS holdings and have already started to receive scholarly attention.86


  Investigative materials in the ITS holdings include both early testimonies of survivors and also “thousands of questionnaires” completed by “mayors, policemen, and other civilians.”87 (See document 1.10.88) In complying with Allied regulations, a German resident of Heilbronn-Böckingen, one Herr Gessinger, described a death march through his town in early April 1945. “When we asked,” he testified, “we were told that the prisoners were from Neckarelz.89 Neckarelz was a subcamp of the Natzweiler concentration camp, which was used for armaments production in those days. The prisoners were in a state of utter exhaustion.”90 He described efforts by German onlookers to provide food, cigarettes, and clothing and the open murder by their guards of sixteen prisoners who collapsed.91 Scholars have begun the work of analyzing the Allied tracing bureaus’ origins and aims in order to “identify unknown dead,”92 examining UNRRA questionnaires and correspondence with local German authorities93 and the registration and renumbering of some death march victims upon arrival at their destination.94 Studies of specific death marches have also been published recently.95 Documenting regional patterns is also possible, as Katrin Greiser’s work on death marches across Bavaria demonstrates.96 Not yet tapped is the promise these documents have for the study of the geography of the Holocaust, a new and growing research area.97


  SUBUNIT SIX


  Subunit Six (Records of the ITS and Its Predecessors) contains three main components: first, administrative records of predecessor organizations, discussed earlier in this chapter; second, records of the Child Search Branch; and third, tracing and documentation (T/D) correspondence files. The Child Search Branch was established as a separate department within the UNRRA in 1945 and continued as a separate unit within the IRO. In September 1950, the Child Search Branch became integrated into the ITS and remains in place today.98 The records of the Child Search Branch include correspondence sent and received in the context of the search for missing Jewish and non-Jewish children and the identification of and care for so-called unaccompanied children. It includes field, monthly, and annual reports written by UNRRA or IRO staff dealing with the steadily changing buildup and organization of the Child Search Branch.99


  The label “T/D” was introduced in 1948 as shorthand to describe correspondence files that now number over 3 million individual cases.100 The T/D files in subunit 6.3.3.2 (Repository of T/D Cases) date from 1947 onward101 and contain incoming and outgoing correspondence between the tracing service, public and government authorities, and victims of Nazi persecution and their family members (i.e., “Inquirers”). T/D files include letters, bureaucratic forms and documentation, and even early testimonies written by those who turned to the tracing service to obtain documentation or to search for family members. Inquirers who were victims or claimed to be victims of the Nazis needed documentary evidence to qualify for compensation or to verify their pension applications. T/D files more than twenty-five years old are accessible for historical research.102


  When an inquirer wrote to Bad Arolsen, tracing staff created a so-called inquiry card, recording both the inquirer and the information the inquirer provided, and assigned the case a processing number (discussed below).103 Original inquiry cards104 were filed in the Central Name Index (CNI), with a copy also deposited in the T/D file.105 If no documents could be found, ITS staff identified the set of correspondence with a letter (Briefnummer), and these materials constitute subcollection 6.3.3.3 (Repository of Inquiries with a Negative Check Result Filed under Briefnummern).106 (See document 1.11.107) Tracing staff recorded all future inquiries on a single person on the outside cover of an ITS-generated file folder. The outside cover of an individual’s T/D file can range from a record of a single inquirer to a long series of inquirers over decades.


  The T/D files offer the researcher the opportunity to ask broad and wide-ranging questions. Scholars studying Holocaust awareness and memory might examine T/D files to determine patterns in who was asking, when, and why. Scholars studying the ITS itself might use T/D files to examine changes over time in how ITS staff responded to inquiries, which has broader implications for the tangled Cold War and post–Cold War policies of the ITS.108 One might write a history of treatment of so-called humanitarian requests by ITS staff over time.109 Many other areas of research are possible. Which governments made inquiries, when, and why? How might we weave these inquiries into the histories of restitution and legal action against wartime collaborators and what we think of today as “Holocaust trials”?


  Let us turn to how researchers might begin to aggregate T/D files for such studies. Researchers interested in inquires about a particular national group could run a keyword search by nationality (e.g., “Ukrainian” or “Polish”). Further, not all T/D files pertain to victims. Some pertain also to collaborators and perpetrators who abused the DP system.110 In the ITS holdings, the T/D files are organized by their aforementioned processing number (hereafter referenced as the T/D number). As of this printing (and readers should note that new documents are regularly added to the ITS digital archive), T/D numbers 1 through 1,250,000 (i.e., over 1 million individual correspondence files) are already part of the ITS digital archive and are open for research. Scanning of the nearly 2 million additional correspondence files is ongoing in Bad Arolsen. T/D numbers are recorded on the upper-right-hand corner of CNI cards or are sometimes handwritten by ITS staff on CM/1 forms or other documents pertaining to a particular individual. To locate a specific single T/D file, the standard avenue for researchers is to find the T/D number and then to locate the T/D number sequentially in subunit 6.3.3.2.


  Researchers could also use a keyword search to aggregate T/D files. T/D files are also indexed by the name of the person being inquired about, the date of birth of the person being inquired about, and the first and last year inquiries were made. For example, for a study of the work carried out by the Bavarian State Compensation Office (Bayerisches Landesentschädigungsamt, BLEA) over time, the researcher would run a keyword search using “BLEA.” As of this printing, such a search results in 52,144 “hits” for inquiry card data held in subunit 0.1 (CNI). Researchers could then use each hit to locate the T/D number and thus gain access to over fifty thousand BLEA-related correspondence files. For a smaller study on the role of a particular private legal office, a researcher could replicate this method. For example, a keyword search under the term “Kossoy” will aggregate all inquiries made by A. M. Apelbom & Kossoy Law & Notarial Offices (Munich and Tel Aviv). Apelbom & Kossoy made over 4,256 inquires to ITS. Researchers can locate the T/D number for each case and study who used this law office, as well as its successes and failures over time.111


  A researcher interested in the impact of the American television miniseries Holocaust (aired by NBC in 1978) on inquiries to ITS could run a keyword search for “1978,” resulting as of this printing in 13,208 T/D file (6.3.3.2) hits. Now, armed with the information that ITS received over thirteen thousand inquiries in 1978, the diligent researcher might look at each T/D file to study who was inquiring and why to discern what impact the miniseries might have had. A different and perhaps more efficient way to conduct the same search would be to run an “attributes” search and under “date of inquiry” to search by each single day, beginning with April 16, 1978, and going forward.


  Regarding postwar compensation issues, subcollection 6.2.1 contains the records of the Finance Ministry of the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) tracking the amounts and breakdown of compensation payments made following the Federal Indemnification Law (Bundesgesetz zur Entschädigung für Opfer der nationalsozialistischen Verfolgung, or Bundesentschädigungsgesetz) between November 1, 1953, and January 1, 1978. Subcollection 6.3.3.4 holds over 1 million scans of documents dating from 2000 to 2006 and relating to inquires in the context of the efforts of the Foundation “Remembrance, Responsibility, Future” (Stiftung “Erinnerung, Verantwortung und Zukunft,” EVZ), the German federal organization responsible for compensation to (primarily) former forced and slave laborers.112


  NONSCANNED MATERIALS


  A significant percentage of materials amassed at ITS in Bad Arolsen are not yet available in scanned form (i.e., not yet part of the ITS digital archive). These materials exist in their original paper form, microfilm, microfiche, CD-ROM, and other media. ITS staff have assigned these materials subunit numbers ten through thirteen:


  
    	Subunit Ten: Documentary Fonds of the Archival Management Section


    	Subunit Eleven: Institutional File Deposit for All Departments


    	Subunit Twelve: Institutional File Deposit of the Directorate


    	Subunit Thirteen: Library

  


  Many documents in Subunit Ten are duplicate copies already accessible in the ITS digital archive in Subunits Zero through Six. The IC is in the process of identifying those materials on microfilm, microfiche, and CD-ROM not yet incorporated into the ITS digital archive. While the total scope of nonscanned materials is difficult to estimate with precision, their prominence in the 5,803-page “General Inventory” of all ITS holdings (to be discussed at a later point)113 gives some indication of the overall size of these collections.114 An ITS-generated inventory, “NInv—Non-inventoried Acquisitions” offers guidance to these subcollections.115


  The CD-ROM collections relate to Ostarbeiter attempting to return to their homes after the war and also include wartime camp-related material copied from archives in Kiev, Odessa, Ternopol, and Vinnitsa in Ukraine; Ljubljana in Slovenia; Prague in the Czech Republic; and Szczecin in Poland. While much of the nonscanned material is copied from other archives, it also includes work cards (Arbeitskarten) and work books (Arbeitsbücher) in their original form, sent by claimants or the labor user (Arbeitgeber) to the ITS in Bad Arolsen in the context of the efforts of the EVZ. “Three work books produced by the Rheine[Westphalia] labor office, employer: Deutsche Reichsbahn Rheine—books found in an attic” is a typical entry for original materials sent by the EVZ to Bad Arolsen in recent years.116


  One never knows what to expect when inquiring about nonscanned materials. They include, for example, “Sixty large wooden cases” of claims files “assembled by the Communist government of Romania in the early 1970s” for the purpose of seeking a “lump sum hard currency settlement” from the FRG “for damages suffered by Romanians during World War II as a result of German persecution.” In 2008, the German Foreign Ministry “shipped all the cases, still intact, to ITS.”117 Or one finds a wartime “Most Wanted” list produced by the Criminal Police (Kriminalpolizei, or Kripo) in Berlin, unearthed by a police officer’s granddaughter upon going through old family papers.118 To cite another case, the nonscanned materials include 3,238 card catalogue cards (Karteikarten) found in a basement in Hamburg in a steel cabinet (Stahlschrank). A better description awaits the curious historian who requests access to “Ninv (non-inventoried)—174.”119


  USING THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE HOLDINGS


  The history and original mandate of the ITS in Bad Arolsen—a tracing service, not an archive—meant that documents were organized according to their utility in clarifying individual fates rather than by their origin or provenance.120 Broken up on receipt by ITS staff for reorganization according to their utility for tracing, archival collections in the ITS holdings are filed by subject and “chronologically by date of receipt.”121 Let me return here to the assumption, referred to earlier by Shapiro, that “no one would ever see” documents deposited at Bad Arolsen. Today, existing search tools and finding guides do not yet contain consistent and adequate descriptions of collection-level contents or file-level contents therein. In early 2013, as required in connection with the withdrawal of the ICRC, ITS staff created a 5,803-page “General Inventory” of all ITS holdings, including not only those documents already scanned with copies provided to the aforementioned designated institutions (the ITS digital archive) but also those materials in microfilm, microfiche, CD-ROM, and their original paper form and as of this printing only available on-site in Bad Arolsen. Meant “to offer a first overview of the archives kept at ITS,” the descriptions for each subcollection are still rudimentary.122 Even so, scholars may glean from the inventory larger subcollections potentially relevant to their topics.123


  Several years ago, as a predecessor to the “General Inventory,” the USHMM created a searchable “Inventory of the Archive of the International Tracing Service” (Inventar). In English and German, it provides a limited overview of more than twenty-one thousand separate historical collections. For the reasons suggested at the beginning of this section, the Inventar is organized chronologically by date of registration/accession of each “deposit,” starting with the massive deposits already accumulated by 1955. After 1955, governments, private organizations, other archives, and private individuals sent additional collections of documentary material to ITS, sometimes in the original and sometimes in copy form. Those deposits were also recorded chronologically by date of registration. ITS staff copied some collections from other archives and recorded the addition of these collections. Each discrete deposit of documentary material at ITS is thus defined as a “collection” in the Inventar.


  Some “collections” have just a few pages, whereas others may contain tens of thousands of pages.124 For collections acquired after 1955, ITS staff made so-called Inventar Blätter (inventory pages or archival accession cover sheets). If created, an Inventar Blatt, a green piece of paper titled “registration of new material” (Anmeldung von Neu-Eingängen) or “inventory of new material” (Inventarisierung von Neumaterial), is still colocated with each separate collection and is the first scanned page of each collection, and it is sometimes the only description of the documents therein available. One can find on the green Inventar Blätter staff notes concerning where the material would be filed, a description of the contents, the origin of the documents, their status as either originals or copies, the number of pages in the collection, the date it was received, and other notes, especially regarding the number of names that the documents contain for tracing purposes.125 Users should note that the Inventar is not comprehensive of all of the ITS holdings. For example, it does not include the over 3 million T/D files, the millions of individual name files, or the non-scanned materials that are crucial, and extremely large collections.


  The massive Central Name Index is the main card catalogue for name searches. Also inscribed into the UNESCO Memory of the World Register, the approximately 50 million CNI name cards referencing approximately 17.5 million individuals may include date and place of birth, other names used or name variants, maiden name, parents’ names, nationalities, religion, known location(s) during World War II, prisoner number(s), and other information, such as profession. As already discussed, tracing service staff recorded the names of individuals in newly arrived collections on small cards, similar in size to a modern-day 3 5 index card. In the early days of mass tracing efforts, these cards were organized phonetically by last name, then by first name, name equivalents (i.e., “Elizabeth” with “Elisabeth”), and date of birth, thus aggregating all references to one person, allowing staff to find references to one individual more easily among massive amounts of paper.


  Such CNI cards, then, are a starting point to locate further information on “carded” individuals. As a next step, users must identify, locate, and examine the document from which the card was created. In other cases, tracing service staff created entirely separate card files attached to a particular collection and thus not in the CNI.126 The CNI is inconsistent in that it is not comprehensive of every single individual who appears in the ITS holdings. It includes many (but not all) people deemed victims and often does not include the names of perpetrators, users of forced labor, or Allied or DP aid organization authorities.127 Even with regard to victims, for many collections, victims’ names were not “carded” at all.


  Various guides and search tools have been created by the staff of the USHMM’s Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Center, including a highly useful glossary of terms and abbreviations.128 Also, in the decade after World War II, ITS staff created several catalogues of their concentration camp– and prison-related holdings.129 From 2010 to 2012, the USHMM, Yad Vashem, and the ITS in Bad Arolsen together carried out a pilot cataloguing and indexing project on select concentration camp records and the CM/1 case files from assembly centers in Germany (3.2.1.1) and Italy (3.2.1.2). These records are now indexed by—in addition to name, place, and date of birth—the categories of religion, nationality, ethnicity, sex, and the DP camp name at which the applicant completed his or her CM/1 form. A check box exists to alert researchers to photographs in the CM/1 case file. As a result, users of the ITS digital archive can aggregate or parse files by using particular variables—for example, “Polish Jewish Female DP Camp Feldafing.” As the CM/1 files originating in Germany (3.2.1.1) and Italy (3.2.1.2) are the only subcollections for which this deeper indexing has been completed, much more such work is needed to increase the scholarly utility of other name-related collections in the ITS holdings.


  SCHOLARLY OPPORTUNITIES


  The ITS holdings are invaluable in reconstructing the experiences of individuals and families at the micro level.130 Documents in the ITS holdings clarify the fates of individual families and are especially powerful when combined with other sources, such as photographs, family letters, and oral testimonies.131 These documents can be used to gather detail not only on victims but also on perpetrators who abused the DP system to flee justice postwar.132 (See document 1.12.133) The case of SS auxiliary Ivan Demjanjuk is among the best known. Convicted in May 2011 for assisting the SS in the murder of 28,060 Jews at the Sobibor death camp in eastern Poland, Demjanjuk had applied for and received DP status from the IRO after World War II, enabling him to emigrate to the United States. In his 1948 CM/1 form, Demjanjuk claimed to have fled the Soviet Union for Poland in 1937 and, from there, to have been deported to Germany as a forced laborer in 1943. On his application, Demjanjuk did not acknowledge his role as a Ukrainian auxiliary for the SS,134 leaving only the clue that he was a truck driver in Sobibor during the war. At the time he completed his CM/1 form in 1948, Sobibor’s key role as one of the Operation Reinhard killing centers135 was not well known, and Demjanjuk received DP status.136 Information on many collaborators and perpetrators can be found in the ITS holdings.


  Although crucial, researching individuals and families and ferreting out war criminals together represent only one dimension of the promise of the ITS holdings. Scholars are beginning to utilize these documents for many other avenues of scholarly inquiry. For example, Johannes-Dieter Steinert’s recent book on Polish and Soviet children in Nazi Germany and occupied eastern Europe utilizes the subcollections on the Łódź (1.1.22.0)137 and Lebrechtsdorf (Potulice, Poland; 1.1.61.0)138 youth detention and education camps. In 2012, the release of Freilegungen: Auf den Spuren der Todesmärsche marked the first publication in the ITS Yearbook series. The second book in the series, Freilegungen:Überlebende—Erinnerungen—Transformationen, was published in early 2013,139 and the third, on DPs, appeared in 2014.140 The fourth volume takes advantage of the rich material on sites of persecution and deeper studies of Jewish victims in particular.141


  As discussed in the foreword, key academic gatherings have played a role in instigating and thereafter furthering scholarly exposure to the ITS holdings, with the goal of assessing and testing their research and educational potential. The 2008 international research workshop “Exploring the Newly Opened International Tracing Service Archive,” co-organized by the USHMM and ITS, permitted an international group of fifteen scholars from around the world to survey the ITS holdings for ten days. Asked to give an impression of significant topical areas for which the ITS holdings might redefine our understanding of the Holocaust, this first international scholarly group to explore the just opened holdings produced the following list: social histories of camps and sites of forced labor spanning the entire 1933–1945 period; changing patterns of behavior, violence, and obedience to orders over time from the perspectives of perpetrators, prisoners, laborers, witnesses, and labor users; prisoner categorization practices; medical practices and abuses; labor utilization in particular towns, regions, camps, or institutions; the impact of gender on one’s fate and status; and other potential avenues of exploration.142


  In 2014, scholars from the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Austria, France, Israel, Spain, and Australia pursued these and other themes in the first scholarly conference to highlight significant new and original research using the ITS holdings since their opening. Topics included an analysis of early testimonies, sexual violence, postwar death march investigations, Jewish and non-Jewish slave and forced labor, medical experiments, the Reich Association of Jews in Germany (Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland, RVJD)143 card file, the Lebensborn program, the Nazi prison system, biographies of prisoners of Mauthausen and its subcamps, DPs, and the history of ITS itself.144 A selection of these first research results have been published in the 2015 ITS Yearbook.


  It is no accident that this volume is part of the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies’s Documenting Life and Destruction: Holocaust Sources in Context series, which features firsthand accounts from those who perpetrated, witnessed, and/or suffered through the Holocaust. ITS-held documentation is an excellent resource for such studies. It is worthwhile testing the possibilities of working with documentation in the ITS holdings via a series of four case studies, each utilizing materials across the main Subunits One through Six. These case studies are designed to stimulate fresh thinking about the ITS holdings and the questions we might ask of them. They are not meant to be comprehensive; nor do they represent the only possibilities for scholarly use of the ITS holdings: far from it! Rather, they illustrate the utility of the ITS holdings for addressing broader topics across scholarly disciplines and over decades, from history to gender to geography to Jewish studies, and for examining the questions that still plague us about how human behavior and agency could play the central role in so many aspects of the Holocaust.


  Chapter 2, “ ‘Our Mothers, Our Fathers’: Lahnstein,” focuses on one small German town in the heart of the Rhineland to examine the devastating universe of collaboration, greed, and persecution and its aftermath across victim groups and types of sites of detention. Chapter 3, “Jewish Voices,” samples the many kinds of documents in the archive in which Jews describe their experiences, such as questionnaires, letters to ITS in search of missing family members (often contained in T/D files), applications for DP status, compensation applications, transcripts of interviews with German prosecutors, and correspondence and interviews with relief agencies, to name only a few.


  Chapter 4, “Hour Zero: The Year 1945,” uses documentation across the ITS holdings to describe this key year of upheaval and transition from the viewpoints of many actors, from Nazi perpetrators and accessories who did not see the futility and bankruptcy of the Nazi worldview, to the prisoners finally freed, to shocked Allied troops and aid workers who struggled to cope with what they found as they liberated Europe. Chapter 5, “Imagining the Displaced,” highlights the global nature of the Holocaust by focusing on documentation concerning refugees from across not only Europe but also North Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. Taken together, these four case studies show that the ITS holdings have a unique ability to capture World War II and the Holocaust in a way that reaches far beyond Germany and even Europe to touch nearly every nation, religion, and ethnic group.
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    	Surname: Goldberg


    	Dachau Prisoner Number: 25,476


    	Prisoner Category: SchJ [in full: Schutzhäftling-Jude, English: protective custody prisoner-Jew]


    	Forename: Szulim


    	Date of Birth: 1 October 1902


    	Occupation: Arb. [Arbeiter, English: laborer]


    	Place of Birth: Podlipie


    	(Latest) Arrival in Dachau: zck. 19. Mai 1941 v. B. [zurück 19. Mai 1941 von Buchenwald, English: returned 19 May 1941 from Buchenwald]


    	Residence before Incarceration: Hannover, Oherstr. 9


    	Marital Status v. [verheiratet, English: married]


    	Number of Children [3]


    	Race and Nationality Codes: mos. stlos. [mosaisch, staatenlos, English: Jewish, stateless]


    	The handwritten “Rtk” in pencil indicates that a card in the “Revier-Toten-Kartei” [English: clinic card catalog of deaths] had been prepared.


    	The red hand-stampings and notations read “Inv. Trsp.—6. Mai 1941, n. Strf. 14. Juni 1941” [in full: Invaliden-Transport—6 Mai 1941, nach Strafkommando 14 Juni 1941, English: Invalid Transport—6 May 1941, to Punishment Detail 14 June 1941.]


    	“[Cross] 9.7.42 lt. T. Ur. 2506” [in full: 9 Juli 1942 laut Todes-Urkunde. 2506, English: died 9 July 1942 according to Death Certificate 2506].
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  Dear Vladicku,


  First, please accept my fond greetings and a remembrance of you.


  I was at your house on Monday. Your mother is amazingly good, she said that you had written to her. She gave me your address, and that is why I am writing to you. First I should give you the news from here. We are all going to exercise, it is all the same just like when you were here. As to what concerns me [illegible] You know the whole week I have to work 12 hours a day like everywhere, Sundays are verily awful. It is difficult to live that way. Occasionally we go to the movies with the girls at work. If you were here it would be different. Vlada, please, I really would like to have your photo. Our Jitka gave me yours. But what good is it to me if you want it back. And I, poor thing, won’t have any. Vlada, I really would like my own. I miss you. I don’t go to the dance hall, there are young boys and that doesn’t mean anything. I wait until you return, then we will go together.


  I am ending the letter because I don’t know what else to write. Next time I will try to write you more. All the boys and girls send you their regards. Also Jirka Linda, Jarka Kastic. Vlada, once more I am asking you for a photo.


  I leave you thinking of the memories and the days that we spent together. Once more, I say good-bye and send you thousands of kisses.


  Your always loving


  Zdena


  [Right corner]


  I wouldn’t give you the pleasure to go with somebody else, I am only waiting for you, you know.


  [Left corner]


  Vlada, I still am very fond of you and hope you are proud (?) of me.
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    	Prisoner category: civilian worker from Soviet Russia


    	Last name (for women, maiden name also): Iwansowe


    	First name: Lena


    	Date and place of birth: March 18, 1922, in Skiwoze Kr. Smotryce


    	Occupation: previous: Arbeiterin [English: worker]; current: Hausgehilfin [English: maid]


    	Marital status: led. [ledig, English: single]


    	Number of children: blank


    	Religion: gr. Kath. [English: Greek Catholic]


    	Home town (district, county, place, street, number): Skiwecze Kr. Smotryce


    	Distinguishing marks: blank


    	ID number: 2856


    	Fingerprints (index fingers): left, right

  


  [image: DOCUMENT 1.5]


  [image: DOCUMENT 1.6]


  [image: DOCUMENT 1.7]


  [image: DOCUMENT 1.8]


  The Reichsführer-SS Berlin, October 27, 1939


  Re: Appointment of Lebensborn e.V. as advocate for the legitimate children and assumption of guardianship for the illegitimate children of SS comrades who were killed in action.


  In order to furnish assistance effectively and in every way to the wives and children of our fallen SS comrades, whether it is a matter of exercising the rights of the surviving dependents with regard to third parties or, for example, of raising and educating the children, etc., I instruct Lebensborn e.V.


  	to have itself appointed by the guardianship court as advocate for the legitimate children of fallen SS comrades in instances when this is in keeping with the desire of the mother or is in the interest of the child;


  	to assume guardianship of the illegitimate children.



  The SS Personnel Main Office and the SS Welfare and Pensions Main Office must routinely forward to Lebensborn e.V. the notifications submitted with regard to fallen SS comrades.


  Lebensborn e.V. must get in touch with the surviving dependents and determine whether appointment as advocate or assumption of guardianship comes into consideration.


  All SS offices and SS leaders must support to the greatest possible extent the work to be performed by Lebensborn e.V.


  Lebensborn e.V. must routinely report to me concerning the appointments to act as advocate or as guardian.


  The Reichsführer-SS


  [signed] H. Himmler
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    	Community: Hoppstädten-Weiersbach


    	Sketch of the Hoppstädten Jewish Cemetery with Indication of Graves: Paul Aleschin and 5 unknown Russians

      Wladislaw Stempin, Bronislaw Jablanski, Kasimir Theodorweski, Josef Pawlak, Johann Schoffer

    


    	Burial ground


    	5 unknown Russians


    	Paul Aleschin (Russian)


    	Poles: Stempin, Jablanski, Theodorweski, Pawlak, Schoffer


    	Access path


    	Gate


    	Burial ground


    	[at right, handwritten] Kreis Birkenfeld
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  Statement of Mr. Gessinger, Resident of Heilbronn-Böckingen, regarding the Murdered Foreigners


  August 31, 1946


  On April 3 or 4, 1945, I saw a procession of concentration camp prisoners being led through Böckingen. When we asked, we were told that the prisoners were from Neckarelz. Neckarelz was a subcamp of the Natzweiler concentration camp, which was used for armaments production in those days. The prisoners were in a state of utter exhaustion. These men probably were mainly foreigners. A part of the Böckingen population tried to approach the prisoners and throw food, tobacco products, and articles of clothing to them. As a result, however, the accompanying guards threatened to shoot them. Some of the prisoners, who were totally exhausted, collapsed from the exertions of the march. Anyone who could not go on was killed by the guards: kicked to death, beaten with rifle butts until dead, or shot in the back of the neck. After the procession had passed through Böckingen, the 16 dead bodies were cleared away and first buried in bomb craters. After the liberation of Böckingen by troops of the Allied nations, the antifascist segment of the population of Böckingen exhumed these bodies and interred them in the Böckingen Cemetery. No documentary records telling who the dead men were are available. They were also not convicted by a court-martial, and thus no notification of death whatsoever was sent to any bureau of vital statistics. They were simply prisoners who fell behind along the way, nameless and unknown, who could walk no farther and for this reason had to die.


  E. Gessinger
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    CHAPTER 2


    “OUR MOTHERS, OUR FATHERS”:1 LAHNSTEIN

  


  “ON EITHER side of the Lahn [river]are two charming towns, Nieder-lahnstein and Oberlahnstein, connected with each other by an avenue of trees, which seem to exchange smiles and salutations,” wrote Victor Hugo in 1845.2 In 1933, the two towns admired by Hugo constituted what is today Lahnstein: Niederlahnstein on the north side of the Lahn and Oberlahnstein on the south side—sleepy towns situated at the juncture of the Lahn and Rhine rivers, approximately 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) south of Koblenz.3 In the heart of the middle Rhine valley, Lahnstein, like the International Tracing Service (ITS),is inscribed in the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Memory of the World Register. It is a beautiful place. In 1933, Niederlahnstein had a population of 5,421 and Oberlahnstein a population of 9,609.4 Although the National Socialist German Worker’s Party (Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, NSDAP) won the largest percentage (53.8 percent) of votes in the district of St. Goarshausen in the March 1933 elections, support was lower but still significant in Ober- and Niederlahnstein, where the Nazi Party captured roughly three to four votes out of every ten.5 During the Nazi period, these two towns and surrounding villages were sites of labor camps for Jews and prisoners of war (POWs), mobile construction brigades made up of slave laborers from concentration camps, civilian work camps owned by local businesses and filled with forced laborers from all over Europe, and a special court prison (Gerichtsgefängnis) run by the nazified Reich Ministry of Justice (Reichsjustizministerium, RJM)—this in addition to the regular police prison. American6 and then French troops occupied the town in 1945 and established a displaced persons (DP) transit camp in Niederlahnstein. The ITS holdings tell us the story of Nazi persecution and its aftermath in this single small town. This same story played itself out with local variations in every village, town, and city in Germany. Researchers will find they need only ask the question, and through the ITS holdings, they will be able to reconstruct the histories of so many places where charm and grace became transformed into ugliness, terror, and greed.


  Small Jewish communities had lived in Ober- and Niederlahnstein since 1266 and constituted approximately 0.4 percent of the otherwise Christian population.7 A postwar compilation of deported, deceased, and emigrated Jews living in Oberlahnstein between 1933 and 1945 records forty-nine families comprising 133 individuals; for Niederlahnstein, the compilation indicates another four families of 13 individuals.8 The synagogue, located on Oberlahnstein’s main street, Hochstrasse, near the city hall (Rathaus), was gutted and the prayer books taken and thrown into the Rhine on November 10, 1938. Eleven-year-old Ingeborg Eichberg recollected this well, as on that day her father was arrested on the street outside her family’s apartment and sent to Buchenwald.9 (See document 2.1.10) Minutes later, the apartment was looted and destroyed while she, her mother, and her sister looked on in shock. It was Ingeborg’s first experience with antisemitic violence that she could recall, but not her last.11 Her parents, butcher Josef Eichberg and his wife, Emmy, could not say the same. (See document 2.2.12) Ingeborg and her family left Oberlahnstein in 1939 and thus began their Holocaust odyssey. She and her older sister survived; her parents did not.13


  Emil Baer, chair (Vorsteher) of the Jewish Community (jüdisches Kultusgemeinde) of Oberlahnstein and prominent owner of an iron and scrap-metal business (Eisen- und Schrotthandel) at Martinstrasse 2, lived with his family in the stately Villa Baer at Ostallee 11, a few blocks’ walk from the city hall and synagogue. Storm troopers (Sturmabteilung, SA) destroyed the family villa on November 10, 1938. Eighth-grade students from a nearby school destroyed the windows and garden at the behest of Nazi Party members. In February 1939, Baer was forced to move to his place of business, declared a Judenhaus (Jew house), a building managed or administered by the Jewish Religious Federation.14 In the summer and fall of 1941, those Jewish families still remaining in the districts (Landkreise) of Lower Lahn–Limburg, Westerwald, and Rheingau– St. Goarshausen were deported to an abandoned mining facility turned labor and residential camp for Jews in Friedrichssegen, a bare few kilometers east of Lahnstein and today a suburb of the town.15 Baer was among them.16 Living in dilapidated buildings without running water or electricity, the women were conscripted for brick making and the men for iron and scrap-metal work.17 Emil Baer died in Sachsenhausen on October 15, 1941, purportedly of a heartattack.18 (See document 2.3.19) His spouse, Johanna Baer, and his sister, Minna Baer, perished later. They were among those on two 1942 transports from Fried-richssegen to the east: on June 10 to Sobibor via Frankfurt am Main and on August 28 to Theresienstadt and then Auschwitz, where they were murdered.20 Of this small yet vibrant community, only Hilde (Levi) Emmel returned to Niederlahnstein after the war, spared deportation to the east by a prison stay in Frankfurt am Main, followed by two years in the Ravensbrück concentration camp.21


  “To the left, on the Lahn, at the verge of the horizon, the sun and the clouds intermingle with the gloomy ruins of [Castle/Burg] Lahneck, fraught with mystery for the historian,” wrote Victor Hugo. More than 150 years later, it is still an unforgettable sight, one that subscriptions salesman (Abonnentenwerber) Otto Wilhelm Böhm would have seen each day from the comfortable postwar home he shared with his wife at Gymnasialstrasse 18 in Oberlahnstein. He was arrested on April 10, 195722 and tried in 1960 by West German authorities in the regional court (Landgericht) of Düsseldorf, as part of what we today refer to as the Sachsenhausen trials.23 (See document 2.4.24) He, Horst Hempel, and August Höhn stood charged with a long list of crimes at Sachsenhausen, where Emil Baer, Böhm’s social superior in Oberlahnstein before the Nazi rise to power, perished. Specifically, charges against the three men included taking part in summary executions of approximately 10,800 Soviet prisoners of war;25 shooting twenty-seven prisoners from isolation block 58 and then burning their bodies in the crematorium on an October day in 1944, after having told them that they were being taken to the camp’s Industriehof to load a truck;26 murdering between 250 and 700 ill patients from the camp infirmary (Revier) at the time of the camp’s evacuation;27 and shooting at least 400 Jewish prisoners transferred to Sachsenhausen from Lieberose.28 This list includes just a fraction of all the charges against the three men. Böhm received a life sentence.


  Beginning in October 1939,29 the wartime economy of Landkreis Sankt Goarshausen relied on prisoners (Gefangene) and POWs, Zivilarbeiter (non-Jewish foreigners working in Nazi Germany voluntarily or as forced labor), and Ostarbeiter, so-called eastern workers, from across western, southern, and eastern Europe.30 (See document 2.5.31) Documents in the ITS holdings pertaining to Ober- and Niederlahnstein relate to citizens of Belgium, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, England, France, Holland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Russia, and Yugoslavia, somehow caught up in the Nazi web of exploitation and toiling through the war in Ober- and Niederlahnstein, the largest towns in Landkreis Sankt Goarshausen. Each had hundreds of such laborers. The French National Tracing Bureau lists 275 and 375 occupants of civilian work camps in Oberlahnstein and Niederlahnstein, respectively.32


  A striking document lists Zivilarbeiter, Ostarbeiter, and Gefangene who died in Oberlahnstein from January 1, 1940, to December 31, 1945. Ostarbeiter Marian Babiaczyk, listed as a Russian chimney sweep, hanged himself (Selbst mord durch Erhängen) on August 22, 1941, two months after the German invasion of the Soviet Union. French Zivilarbeiter and assistant lathe operator (Hilfsdreher) Henri Yacinthe drowned while bathing (ertrinken beim Baden) in Oberlahnstein on August 8, 1944. So did French Zivilarbeiter and blacksmith (Schmied) Jacques Perraudin two weeks later, on August 26, the day Charles de Gaulle entered a free Paris. Russian Ostarbeiterin Irina Zararow died of a nutritional disorder (Ernährungsstörung) on December 17, 1944. Meningitis, tuberculosis, cancer, asthma, bronchitis, and other maladies are all cited as causes of death for foreign-born workers in Oberlahnstein. The list bears witness to several stillborn babies whose Russian and Polish mothers sometimes died with them, either in the rigors of childbirth or due to maltreatment or even murder.33


  We know, too, thanks to a visually interesting report in the ITS holdings, that between December 27, 1944, and January 8, 1945, a train with prisoners belonging to a railroad construction brigade from Oranienburg was based in the town of Kamp (today Kamp–Bornhofen am Rhein).34 (See document 2.6.35) The prisoners were put to work on the railroad line between Oberlahnstein and neighboring Braubach with no protection from British and American bombing raids. During one such raid, six were killed and subsequently buried in a common grave in Kamp. According to the local cemetery attendant, the prisoners themselves had to dig the grave for their fallen, and it was they who testified as to the number to be buried. No names were recorded in the death register maintained by the Kamp municipal authorities. The dead were thought to be Russian nationals.36 Documents in the ITS holdings attest to many more such cases in Oberlahnstein and Niederlahnstein, recording death by bombs in the latter half of 1944 and early 1945. The status of prisoners and foreign forced laborers as disposable individuals comes through in a popular saying making its way around Oberlahnstein by the winter of 1944: “The English and Americans rule the sky; foreigners the streets; and the German people the bomb shelters.”37


  ITS holdings are a treasure trove for understanding the use of forced labor by ordinary companies and municipal bodies, large and small, in this region. (See document 2.7.38) Niederlahnstein was the location of a labor office responsible for monitoring working conditions, wages, and discipline.39 When one assembles documents in the ITS holdings on this topic, a very specific picture of the regular human labor trafficking across the towns becomes clear. The city of Oberlahnstein used thirty-seven Italian POWs for labor between November 1943 and March 1945. Three Italian POWs worked for Geschw. Helbach O.L. (Helbach Siblings Oberlahnstein).40 Alexandra Lohse uses documents in the ITS holdings to name larger companies that used foreign forced labor in Ober- and Niederlahnstein. Fa. (Firma, firm) Feldmühle AG (Aktiengesellschaft, corporation),41 one of the largest German paper manufacturers, registered thirty-seven Estonians working in its Oberlahnstein plant between 1944 and 1945,42 in addition to thirty-seven Russians.43 In 1944, seven Italian POWs,44 six Latvians,45 eleven Lithuanians,46 and two Poles47 joined them. Fa. Otto Kaiser Kommanditgesellschaft (limited partnership) in Oberlahnstein, involved in armaments manufacture,48 registered seven Italian POWs as early as March 1943,49 sixty-three Russians,50 and one Pole, Michael Francol, from October 1943 to June 1944.51 Jakob Bollinger & Co., a chemical factory in Oberlahnstein,52 registered two Poles, Marian and Helene Pinta, from 1944 to March 1945.53 Zschimmer & Schwarz registered one Russian54 and ten Polish men from 1944 to March 1945.55 In 1942, over 150 POWs, half of them French, were kept in a camp (Lager) in the Johanneskloster (St. John’s Abbey) on the Rhine. Seventeen of them, recollected Father Peter Egenolf, were from Belgium and the Netherlands, impressed into the Transportflotte Speer to build ships able to carry stone to the Reich capital.56 Fa. Farbwerk Schroeder & Stadelmann AG in Oberlahnstein57 operated its own camp for eastern workers. Sixty-seven Russians, male and female, were registered there.58 As shown later in this chapter, for many of the individuals appearing in subunit 2.1.3.1 (Lists of All Persons of United [Allied] Nations and Other Foreigners, German Jews, and Stateless Persons; French Zone), further documentation is available in other subunits, especially regarding their postwar experiences in DP camps.


  The ITS holdings illuminate these laborers’ daily challenges, lived wartime experiences, and exchanges with the local population. Fa. Didier-Werke AG in Niederlahnstein,59 a factory involved in armaments manufacture,60 employedand housed in a camp (Lager)61 at least twenty Lithuanian Zivilarbeiter.62 (See document 2.8.63) In one incident, on July 1942 at 8:45 p.m., “Weinheimer,” the Ortsbauernführer (local farmers’ leader)64 for neighboring Horchheim, called “Moll,” the field watchman (Feldhüter), to report a group of Lithuanian workers making their way toward the Lag neighborhood, bordering the Lahnstein forest. Weinheimer suspected they intended to steal food from the fields (Felddiebstähle). Moll and a reserve police senior constable (Polizei-Oberwachtmeister, Meister der Reserve/Pol.Oberw. Mstr.D.Res.),65 one “Pabel,” bicycled as fast as their legs could take them toward the area to discover four men near a garden owned by a “Hoffeller.” According to Moll’s report, the men had been at the Didier-Werke for only a few weeks. Two potato plants had been plucked, and one of the workers had an empty leather satchel around his waist. The Feldhüter and Pabel returned the men to their foreman (Meister) at Didier-Werke, “Klein.”66 Weinheimer also asked a “Frau Bouillon” to call a police senior constable (Oberwachtmeister der Schutzpolizei des Reichs/O.Wachtm.d.Sch.d.R.)67 because of two additional Lithuanian Zivilarbeiter, Josef Bacelis and Hubert Schelenikas. Both were caught in Horchheim with full sacks of potatoes on the same evening at the same time. Ultimately, all six men received a warning from “Gehrke,” a senior police officer (Polizeihauptwachtmeister) in the municipal police unit attached to the mayor’s office (Bürgermeister als Ortspolizeibehörde, Schutzpolizeidienstabteilung). Gehrke determined that severe punishment would follow any further episodes and recommended that all Lithuanians employed at Didier-Werke be in their quarters one hour before the onset of darkness.68


  In a second incident, a few days later on July 27, 1942, Lithuanian Zivilarbeiter Ksoveri Jasiulis and Franz Siomänas failed to report to work. One “Vierkrantz” of Didier-Werke wrote to the Niederlahnstein local police (Ortspolizeibehörde). He suspected that Jasiulis had gone to visit his brother and that Siomänas had fled with the intention of returning to Lithuania. In this document, one finds the first reference to a camp on the premises of Didier-Werke AG, when Vierkrantz notes, “After searching the camp, [we found] they had left behind their clothing.”69 Jasiulis’s employment record book (Arbeitsbuch für Ausländer) indicates that his first day of work at Didier-Werke was March 21, 1942, and a postwar card tells us he was still employed there until March 16, 1945. Whether he returned voluntarily or, more likely, given his status, was forced to do so, we do not know.70


  A third incident also involved two Lithuanian Zivilarbeiter who did not return from visits to their families. Didier-Werke requested the aid of the local police in contacting their hometowns to aid in the process of their recapture.71 Lohse writes about a fourth and final incident, described in a February 6, 1944, report by Fa. Farbwerk Schroeder & Stadelmann AG to the Niederlahnstein local police concerning “Lithuanian Ostarbeiter” visiting the women’s work camp (Ostarbeiterinnenlager) who refused to leave when requested to do so by the camp’s guard (Wachmann). When the guard called a supervisor (Meister) to the scene, the men ran away. Two, Hubert Walkutier and the aforementioned Siomänas, both employed at Didier-Werke, hid. Upon their discovery, their identity papers (Ausweispapiere) were confiscated, and they were ultimately fined three Reichsmark apiece.72


  If caught begging in public, refusing to work (Arbeitsverweigerung), or failing to have proper identification on their person, among other offenses, the foreign forced laborers in Ober- and Niederlahnstein found themselves subject to arrest and incarceration. Niederlahnstein held the distinction of maintaining one of four court prisons in Higher Regional Court District Ten, Oberlandesgericht Frankfurt am Main,73 which formed part of and came under the control of the nazified Reich Justice Ministry (RJM).74 The RJM75 also over-saw the deployment of prisoners for work, including those incarcerated in Gerichtsgefängnis Niederlahnstein. (See document 2.9.76) One 1944 report notes that the three male prisoners incarcerated there were impressed into reprocessing iron clasps for “the corporation C.[S.] Schmidt.77 This task is quite important to the wartime economy.”78


  We know much about arrest and imprisonment in Gerichtsgefängnis Niederlahnstein thanks to a thirty-eight-page document in the ITS holdings listing 244 Croatian, Czech, Lithuanian, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Ukrainian, and Yugoslav laborers incarcerated there between 1941 and 1945.79 (See document 2.10.80) The document lists first and last name, date and place of birth, nationality, status (e.g., Landwirtschaftlicher Arbeiter, Ostarbeiter), reason for arrest (in some but not all cases), dates of imprisonment, prisoner category, referring authority (e.g., Amtsgericht, Kriminalpolizei, Bahnpolizei, Gestapo, among many others), and subsequent fate (e.g., released, transferred, location of transfer, etc.). What might seem on its face a simple list could yield statistical analyses to determine patterns and changes over time, depending on the questions the researcher asks. How many men were arrested? How many women? Which nationalities were arrested most or least frequently? What grounds for arrest were most prominent? Were some nationalities more likely to be released versus transferred to a new and often harsher location of punishment? Did specific months or years yield greater or lesser numbers of arrests, and if so, why? Were the Jews of Ober- and Niederlahnstein incarcerated and abused there?81 These are just some of the questions a document like this one allows researchers to explore.


  One of the least documented aspects of the hybrid population and range of persecution in wartime Ober- and Niederlahnstein is that of POW labor detachments (DTs, Arbeitskommandos) there. A document created by International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) authorities after the war, located in the ITS holdings,82 includes lists of labor detachments, including DT 872 from Stalag83 XII A (Limburg/Lahn) in Oberlahnstein84 and DT 1040 from Stalag XII D (Trier) in Niederlahnstein.85 (See document 2.11.86) Who were the men in these detachments? Where were they from? Where did they work, and what kind of work did they do? Very little secondary literature exists on these POW labor detachments. The only available secondary source reveals that the labor office in Niederlahnstein had already requested the first eight hundred POWs in October 1939 and that on December 18, 1940, the aforementioned Drahtwerke C. S. Schmidt87 received its first contingent of French POWs from Stalag XII A. The men were required to live in camps, usually guarded by Wehrmacht soldiers. The aforementioned camp in the Johanneskloster was established in July 1940, and by 1942 at least seven camps for POW Arbeitskommandos existed in Oberlahnstein.88 We do not know the total number of POWs used for forced labor in these camps. Documents in the ITS holdings can also tell us about Allied soldiers who did not survive to be captured. Between April 14 and 18, 1945, for example, several American pilots were shot down or crashed over Oberlahnstein. Only one, infantryman Henry W. Schriefer, could be identified.89


  We encounter fewer difficulties tracing sources on the Niederlahnstein transit camp for DPs. Despite the recent increase in research on DP camps, those in the French Zone are still understudied. Thus little can be found in secondary sources about the Niederlahnstein camp,90 located in the town’s former army barracks, the Deines-Bruchmüller Kaserne at Hermsdorferstrasse 2,91 just west of the Lag where Weinheimer, Pabel, and Moll had so successfully prevented the attempted potato theft. A June 1945 United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) report lists “4,200 Poles and 3,400 Italians” in the camp and states that the Italians were to be repatriated by the end of the summer. It notes that the camp consisted of “German barracks considerably damaged by bombardment,” with a functioning sewage system and good water supply. “The camp is overcrowded but will accommodate the 4,200 Poles in winter when the Italians are evacuated.” Milk and petrol were not available, and other supplies were “delivered irregularly since the French took over the area,” with shortages in “soap, all welfare supplies, clothing, and shoes.” Medical services are described as “well organized,” and patients were treated in the French-run hospital in Oberlahnstein.92 The camp had a school, a Boy Scouts club, and dances and concerts. “The Poles in the camp,” notes the report, “are well organized and fairly contented.”93


  French authorities and the UNRRA reorganized the Niederlahnstein camp to “make space” for Jewish DPs in late 1946, sending most of the Polish occupants to another camp in mid-November. Julia Maspero writes, “French authorities transferred 500 Jewish DPs from Calw (Baden-Württemberg) to Niederlahnstein at the beginning of December,” where they “had to live next to the remaining 300 Polish DPs.” According to Maspero, no other Jews were ever sent to the Niederlahnstein DP camp, and the Jewish DPs sent from Calw “did not stay long in Niederlahnstein: on January 8, 1947, 495 Jews were in the camp; a few days later, only 80 remained.” Maspero continues, “Others disappeared during the night and are believed to have fled to the US zone. By April 1947, all Jews had left the camp.”94


  ITS-held documents offer some additional clues. French administrative records referencing the Niederlahnstein camp are scattered throughout various subcollections.95 Hundreds of pages list DPs (of various nationalities) in the Niederlahnstein transit camp between December 1947 and 1951.96 Though predominantly from Poland, they also came from Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, France, Germany, Holland, Hungary, Iran, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Norway, Romania, the Soviet Union, Spain, Turkey, and Yugoslavia; of course, many were “stateless.” A portion of these individuals were presumably Jewish.97 We should not, however, assume that these lists capture everyone and every nationality that passed through this camp. Individual DPs residing in the Niederlahnstein camp can be found in the so-called DP-2 card file.98 One undated document lists 964 Polish DPs living in Niederlahnstein.99 ITS holdings include a list of 123 Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox DPs claiming experience in agricultural work, from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Ukraine, and Yugoslavia (as well as some “stateless”), who emigrated from the Niederlahnstein transit camp to Brazil in two waves, on December 20, 1948, and January 14, 1949.100 A researcher might analyze these files to determine what kind of profile was required for success in emigrating to Brazil with regard to gender, age, marital status, occupation, and religion—all categories included in these detailed lists. Care and maintenance (CM/1) forms indicate that Jewish DPs continued, if briefly, to enter the camp in its transit capacity in 1948 and 1949.101


  The ITS holdings contain nearly eight hundred “forms of application for [International Refugee Organization (IRO)] assistance” (the above-mentioned CM/1 forms) originating in Germany from applicants currently in the Niederlahnstein transit camp, including applicants identifying themselves as Jewish. IRO “screeners” were “tasked with identifying and purging war criminals, collaborators and ethnic Germans (Volksdeutsche), all of whom were excluded from the DP community.”102 Thus, a doctoral student examining all CM/1 applications forms is likely to find, in aggregate, the entire range of behaviors and roles that victims, aggressors, and beneficiaries played across Europe, concentrated and living side by side, for a few short days, months, or years, in Deines-Bruchmüller Kaserne at Hermsdorferstrasse 2.


  Two examples will suffice here. The first concerns the Polish Catholic Halas family: Zygmunt, age thirty-one, Antonia, age twenty-five, and Zygmunt Jr., age two. (See document 2.12.103) The form recommending them for employment includes a charming picture of a healthy-looking and well-dressed family. We learn that Zygmunt Halas was deported to Germany for forced labor in 1940, where he worked on various farms. He became an inmate in the Niederlahnstein DP camp in 1945 and a camp guard in 1946. Beginning in 1947, he held a series of jobs in Koblenz, in a sawmill, then in a quarry, and finally in construction. All of his postwar employers provided good references. French Zone IRO officials filling out the form in 1950 noted the family “may be recommended from all points of view. Very neat and tidy. The husband is conscientious and fond of work and is bringing up his family in a correct and worthy manner. Will give satisfaction to employers. Highly recommendable.”104


  Next there is the case of Kálmán Abay, born in 1899 in Pécs, Hungary.105 He was a colonel in the Hungarian gendarmerie, a “military-style” body that served the 1919–1944 Miklós Horthy regime “unconditionally” and “maintain[ed] internal order.” Contemporary research confirms that recruits were carefully selected. Training emphasized a “militant, anticommunist worldview” and “reinforced prejudices against Jews and others.” Tellingly, after Germany occupied Hungary in March 1944, the Nazi regime “saw no need to cleanse the organization”: no district commanders were purged. “Thousands of survivors’ eyewitness accounts mention the gendarmes’ brutality”; gendarmes were “notorious” for “beating Jews during the ghettoization and deportations” of Hungarian Jewry, alongside other cruelties.106


  The ugly role of the Hungarian gendarmerie in what we today call the Holocaust was no secret after war’s end; otherwise Abay’s interviewer and IRO screener,107 fellow Hungarian and former Hungarian army officer Alexander(Sándor) Pásztor,108 would not have felt the need to write the following in his September 8, 1951, report: “He [Abay] had nothing to do with Jewish cases.” On the basis of this statement presumably, Abay’s form bore the official stamp of US Zone eligibility officer Wilhelmis Reinders,109 declaring the recipient as “within the mandate of IRO [and] eligible for resettlement services.”110 Interned by the US Army after Axis defeat and investigated for alleged war crimes for a year and half, Abay had been released from US Army custody without charge in May 1947.111 And so he came to the French Zone and worked as a locksmith.112 In December 1947, he was transferred from the Ehrenbreitstein facility in Koblenz to the Niederlahnstein facility, where he filed an application for assistance requesting emigration to Argentina, Canada, or Brazil, in order of preference.113 He moved on to the American Zone and settled in Munich, acquiring a wife, Erzsébet, and a mother-in-law, also named Erzsébet.114 The new family filed again for emigration in 1949, this time with Canada as the preferred destination115 and, as a Roman Catholic family, with the backing of the National Catholic Welfare Conference.116


  Sam Moskowitz, vice consul in the consular suboffice of the Funkkaserne DP facility in Munich, remained suspicious. Writing to Charles T. Snively, senior officer, US Displaced Persons Commission in August 1951, he noted,


  
    It appears from the consular interview that the applicant was a colonel in the Hungarian gendarmerie and was at one time wanted as a war criminal. His account of his activities as a gendarmerie officer is inconclusive, and his only documentation on the war crimes charge is a release from a prisoner of war camp. [I] request that [the] case be reinvestigated by the [US Counter-intelligence Corps] on [the] ‘war crimes’ matter [. . .] and that the case be returned to the IRO for [an] eligibility check. If eligibility is confirmed, [the] letter should state that [the] applicant’s service and high rank in the Hungarian gendarmerie, an organization known to have persecuted minorities, have been considered.117

  


  Moskowitz’s concerns were considered and discarded by the aforementioned Pásztor in Abay’s resulting follow-up interview on September 8, 1951. (See document 2.13.118) Pásztor’s notes confirm what Abay had already acknowledged on his own when filling out his IRO care and maintenance form back in 1947: Abay was a gendarme officer and promoted to the rank of colonel on November 1, 1944, two weeks after the establishment of the Nazi-oriented Arrow Cross (Ferenc Szálasi) regime.119 Abay denied the implications of this time line, claiming that his promotion “had [already] been prepared by the Horthy regime120 in July/August 1944 and it was a normal promotion, not an extra-ordinary one.”121 Abay claimed that “he was an expert in personnel and disciplinary cases,” had “nothing to do with Jewish cases,” and “was not a member of any [political] party.” And so Pásztor—and, on the basis of Pásztor’s notes, Reinders—deemed Abay eligible for emigration. “There are no proofs and no signs that he is a war criminal—his service during the war cannot be regarded as voluntary,” wrote Pásztor.122


  Materials from the Historical Archives of the Hungarian State Security Office confirm that Kálmán Abay was indeed an officer of personnel and disciplinary cases, as he claimed in his CM/1 form. In 1944, he served in Gendarmerie Department XX in the Ministry of Defense. He was not a party member, as any party membership was forbidden to officers, but he was a staunch Arrow Cross loyalist, as witnessed by party documents. He even took part in the preparations for the Arrow Cross takeover in October 1944. His promotion might have been a regular one, but he was a clear supporter of the rabidly antisemitic and murderous Arrow Cross regime. No evidence of his direct involvement in the persecution of Jews has been uncovered.123


  What do such documents tell us about day-to-day life in Nazi Germany in a small town that one can easily traverse on foot in under two hours? In the Lahnstein case, documents in the ITS holdings demonstrate how Nazi ideology and economic practice permeated the entire social fabric and economy of this tiny town. Lahnstein’s Jews, part of the town’s history for centuries, were put to slave labor in a mining facility before they were deported east; one returned. The local abbey became a POW camp. Prisoners of war and forced laborers performed work for entities ranging from the town’s ceramic factory to the Berlin-based Transportflotte Speer, sending stones to create monumental buildings for the thousand-year Reich. Small businesses—the bakery of Wilhelm Kretzer at Brückenstrasse 7, the bookshop of Hans Staudt at Bahnhofstrasse 5, the establishments of butcher Josef Moos at Brückenstrasse 4 and shoemaker Josef Meurer at Emserstrasse 14—used one, two, or three forced laborers. A visible and ubiquitous part of the town’s wartime daily life, these workers died of causes ranging from malnutrition to drowning to giving birth in inadequate facilities. The local population was quick to report a stolen potato despite knowing that doing so might land the thief in jail for punishment as the war dragged on. Local cemeteries hold mass graves for Russian and Polish Ostarbeiter killed in air attacks because they were forced to perform labor in dangerous areas. Accounts of the treatment of the centuries-old Jewish community in Ober- and Niederlahnstein, beginning in 1933 and culminating in its total destruction, are violent and heartbreaking.124


  In the immediate postwar years, victims of the Nazi and Axis powers lived in agonizingly close proximity to supporters of these regimes, forced by circumstance to share space and scarce resources. St. John’s Abbey shed its brief role as home to POWs to become a home for orphaned children by 1950,125 before returning again to its function as a place of worship. Today, one can marry, baptize children, celebrate mass, or light candles in prayer for deceased loved ones there. Oberlahnstein’s former synagogue never reopened. The history described here is hardly evident to the naked eye in Lahnstein today. A small local Catholic charitable body, Kolpingfamilie Lahnstein St. Barbara, initiated the first Stolperstein, or “stumbling stone,” in memory of murdered Lahnstein Jews in the summer of 2012.126 Not a single Jew lives in Lahnstein as of this printing. Not one. One must wonder, then, how Lahnstein once again became the idyllic and captivating place that so fired Victor Hugo’s imagination, and my own.
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    	K.L. Buchenwald: Buchenwald Concentration Camp


    	First and last name: Eichberg, Josef


    	Prisoner number: 26.207


    	Date and place of birth: May 10, 1889, in Niederlahnstein


    	Transportation expenses: [blank]


    	Date: December 3, 1938


    	Received: 60 RM [Reichsmark], 0 Rpf [Reichspfennig]


    	Withdrawn: 0 RM, 0 Rpf


    	Assets: 60 RM, 0 Rpf


    	Brought forward: [blank]
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    	First and last name: Baer, Emil Israel; T/D file number: 196 837


    	Date and place of birth: April 12/17, 1876, in Oberlahnstein


    	Fate: presumably incarcerated in the Sachsenhausen concentration camp


    	Jan. 1945 presumably perished


    	Inquiring source: Public Prosecutor’s Office, Munich Regional Court
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  Copy


  The Senior Public Prosecutor Düsseldorf, June 12, 1959


  for the Regional Court Mühlenstrasse 34


  —8 Js 187/56— Telephone: 8961


  To the


  Regional Court A r r e s t !


  —Criminal Chamber—


  in Düsseldorf


  Indictment


  
    
    

    
      	Vol. I, p. 146

      	1) The commercial clerk August H ö h n, born on August 19, 1904, in Lipporn, District of St. Goarshausen, residing in Düsseldorf, Geistenstrasse 10, German citizen, married,
    


    
      	Vol. I, p. 145

      	arrested in this matter on July 5, 1956, and in investigative custody from
    


    
      	Vol. I, pp. 149, 165

      	July 6, 1956, until January 5, 1957, in the detention center in Düsseldorf-
    


    
      	

      	Derendorf, based on the detention order of Examining Magistrate I at the
    


    
      	Vol. V, p. 164

      	Regional Court in Düsseldorf�UR I 8/56�
    


    
      	Vol. I, p. 134

      	of July 5, 1956, and his supplementary order of August 8,1956; spared
    


    
      	Vol. III, p. 1

      	from further enforcement of investigative custody by order of the VIIIth
    


    
      	Vol. V, p. 107 R

      	Large Criminal Chamber of the Regional Court in Düsseldorf on January 4, 1957�VIII/IV 414/56�
    


    
      	Vol. VII, p. 101

      	2) The subscriptions salesman Otto Wilhelm B ö h m, born on July 11, 1890, in Heilbronn, residing in Oberlahnstein, Gymnasialstrasse 18, German
    


    
      	Vol. XIII, p. 219

      	citizen, married,
    


    
      	Vol. VII, p. 15

      	arrested in this matter on April 10, 1957, and held since April 11, 1957, in
    


    
      	Vol. VII, pp. 20,

      	investigative custody in the detention center in Düsseldorf-Derendorf
    


    
      	26, 66

      	based on the detention order of Examining Magistrate I at the Regional
    


    
      	Vol. VI, p. 169

      	Court in Düsseldorf of April 1, 1957�UR I 8/56�
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  Certified Copy from the Death Register of the Bureau of Vital Statistics in KAMP (Rhine)


  No. 29 Cc


  Kamp (Rhine), August 29, 1946


  From the train carrying prisoners, presumably from the Oranienburg concentration camp, that was positioned in Kamp from December 27, 1944, to January 8, 1945, several prisoners are said to have died during that time, more specifically to have lost their lives as a result of an air raid on the railroad line between Braubach and Oberlahnstein, where the prisoners were working. The bodies were interred in a mass grave in the local cemetery. According to statements made to the local cemetery custodian, Ruhf, several prisoners who were made to dig the grave for the deceased declared that there were six bodies scheduled for burial. Presumably these were Russian citizens. The burial of the corpses took place in due course without involving the local police authority.


  The entry of the marginal note was made at the order of the French military authority = Personnes Déplacées = in Niederlahnstein.


  The Registrar:


  By proxy:


  Bollinger
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  It is hereby certified that the copy on the overleaf corresponds to the entries in the Death Register.


  [seal] Kamp (Rhine), October 25, 1946


  The Registrar


  By proxy: [signed] Bollinger
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  Niederlahnstein, July 20, 1942


  Report


  At 8:45 this evening, the local farmers’ leader, W e i n h e i m e r, telephoned from Koblenz-Horchheim and announced the following:


  “Lithuanian workers are on the move, headed in the direction of the ‘Lag’ area in Niederlahnstein, probably to steal agricultural produce.”


  Reserve Police Senior Constable Pabel and the undersigned immediately went by bicycle to the Lag area. There, at 9:30 p.m., we apprehended four Lithuanian workers. These are men who have been working for several weeks at the Didier Works in Niederlahnstein and also live on the plant grounds. Since these men are not proficient in the German language, communication was barely possible. The persons in question are the following foreign workers:


  
    
    
    
    
    

    
       	
      	Surname

      	Given Name

      	Date of Birth

      	Born in:
    


    
      	1.

      	Ruksenhs

      	Johann

      	May 25, 1916

      	Lyngmiany Schwentschionys [Švenčionys]
    


    
      	2.

      	Bauzys

      	Alfons

      	July 11, 1923

      	Ignalina Schwentschionys
    


    
      	3.

      	Paszun

      	Bronislaus

      	May 10, 1920

      	Kackany Schwentschionys
    


    
      	4.

      	Kardalis

      	Johann

      	June 4, 1922

      	Lyngmiany Schwentschionys
    

  


  The men listed above under 1 and 2 are strongly suspected of having forced open the garden gates of the Hoffeller garden, because there were fresh footprints at this site, though the rainy weather made them impossible to compare. They led from the garden gate straight through the garden and, down in the neighbor’s garden, went out through a hole in the wire netting onto the path located there. In the Hoffeller garden, two potato plants had been freshly pulled out. The potatoes still lay next to the foliage. It must be assumed with certainty that the Lithuanians listed as 1 and 2 pulled up the potatoes but disappeared as a result of our sudden appearance on bicycles on the above-mentioned path. It must also be noted that the men listed as 1 and 2 were seen by us about 2 minutes earlier, still with the men listed as 3 and 4, in the Lag lane before we reached the Hoffeller garden. Only after the sudden disappearance of the former two did we ride to the site, and we first apprehended the latter two in the Lag lane and the former two somewhat later in the Neugasser farm lane, also in the immediate vicinity of the Hoffeller garden. Man No. 4 had tied an old, empty leather satchel around his abdomen, underneath his trousers, where it could not be seen. It was clear from their behavior that they had intentions of stealing, as they kept stopping and peering into the gardens. An additional indication is the bad weather (4 days of rain) and the isolation of the “Lag” area, located on a hill at the edge of the forest, about 1 km from the part of town inside the town walls.
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  The four apprehended persons were brought to the police station, and after Klein, the foreman at the Didier Works in Niederlahnstein, had been notified by telephone, they were taken by him to their lodgings.


  [signed] Moll,


  Field Watchman


  [stamp]


  The Mayor as Local Police Authority Niederlahnstein, July 21, 1942


  Uniformed Police


  Log No. 45


  To the Head A d m i n i s t r a t o r


  St. Goarshausen


  Regarding: Thefts of Agricultural Produce by Foreign (Lithuanian) Workers


  As evident from the accompanying enclosures, on Monday, July 20, six Lithuanian workers who are employed here and live at the Didier Works in Niederlahnstein were apprehended while stealing agricultural produce. After consultation with the plant management, it was ascertained that the Lithuanians employed at the plant had given no previous cause for complaint. It would be advisable to require these men in the future to be in their quarters one hour before nightfall.
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  The Prosecutor-General Frankfurt (Main), July 24, 1944


  Reference Number: IV 10—75 (114)/44 g—


  Gerichtsstrasse 2, Collective number: [illegible]


  To reply in writing, please use the Reference Number above.


  Re: Labor Deployment of Prisoners in the Smaller Penal Institutions


  Decree of May 26, 1944—V s—2 469 s/44 g—


  Preliminary Report of July 10, 1944—IV 10. 75 (100/44 g—


  Secret! [stamp]


  [various stamps and handwritten notes]


  To the Reich Minister of Justice


  or His Deputy


  Mail Routing Post Office Dresden A.1


  Of the smaller penal institutions in my district, only the court prisons in Limburg/Lahn and Niederlahnstein and the juvenile detention center in Wetzlar/Lahn are open. Occupancy in the two prisons is very low. The court prison in Limburg now holds 2 male prisoners, who, like the pretrial detainees accommodated there only temporarily, are occupied in chopping wood for wood gas generators. The few female prisoners are busy with washing and mending the institutional clothing. The court prison in Niederlahnstein holds 3 male prisoners, who are involved in reconditioning iron clasps for the corporation C. J. Schmidt. This task is quite important to the wartime economy. Thus far, it has not been possible to take on new activities in these facilities.


  In June, the juvenile detention center in Wetzlar had an average occupancy of 16 males, 10 females. The youths, unless involved in domestic work, are involved in making small flowerpots out of die-cut cardboard for plant breeding. The work is being done for the Bergmann Cardboard Factory in Wetzlar. The numerous attempts to secure armaments-related work for the youths to perform have been unsuccessful thus far, and they failed in particular because of the rapid turnover in the institution’s occupancy due to the short detention time.


  By proxy:


  (signed): Wandel,


  Senior Public Prosecutor


  [official seal]


  Certified:


  [signature]


  Clerk of the Court
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    	Register (excerpt from the register book of prisoners) of R o m a n i a n nationals incarcerated in the court prison here


    	Serial number: 1.


    	Personal information and details of the offense: K a r a s Thomas, miner, born on January 15, 1918, in Lupeni, Romania


    	Time in prison or custody: May 12, 1943, through June 5, 1943


    	Sentence: [Pol. Haft, Polizei-Häftling], police prisoner


    	Enforcing authority: Gestapo Frankfurt am Main


    	Reason for discharge: [Lt. Vfg., Laut Verfügung] transferred to Düsseldorf by order of the Gestapo
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  Re-Inteviewed at the request of

  US DP Commission ABAY Kálmán, January 4, 49


  


  Applicant was a Hungarian rural police (gendarm) officer. He was promoted to Colonel on November 1, 1944 (during the Szálasi regime) but he claims his promotion had been prepared by the Horthy-regime in July–August 1944 and it was a normal promotion not an extra-ordinary one.


  Applicant claims he was an expert of personnel and disciplinary cases. He had nothing to do with Jewish cases.


  He was not a member of any party. He claims he was a military person and never took part in any party movement.


  After the war he was interviewed by U.S. authorities. This case was investigated for one and a half year[s] and discharged on May 2, 1947 without any charge.


  There are no proofs and no signs that he is a war-criminal. His sercice during the was cannot be regarded as voluntary.


  As there is known no fact for exclusion from IRO mandate I support: No change of IRO status.


  A. Pásztor


  September 28, 51
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    CHAPTER 3


    JEWISH VOICES

  


  TO SHATTER the notion that collections held by the International Tracing Service (ITS) consist simply of “lists of names,” this chapter samples the variety of documents in the ITS holdings in which Jews describe their experiences. These documents include postwar Allied questionnaires; letters to ITS in search of missing family members, often contained in tracing and documentation (T/D) files; applications for displaced person (DP) status; correspondence and interviews with relief agencies, caseworkers, and eligibility officers; and compensation applications and transcripts of interviews with German investigators. Jewish voices in the ITS holdings demonstrate the broad geographic reach of the archive. To illustrate this point, let us examine a selection of statements made by Lithuanian Jews born in Vilna,1 all the sole survivors of their families and put to slave labor in little-known and less discussed forced labor camps in Estonia2 on the eastern rim of the Baltic Sea. From their collective voices, we glean detailed information about their families’ experiences in the Vilna ghetto and their own subsequent experiences as slave laborers. These accounts were written or spoken as these individuals filled out restitution forms or responded to German prosecutors.3


  Lejb Orbach, born in 1922 in Vilna, was taken from the Vilna ghetto in September 1943 to a series of forced labor camps in Estonia:4 first Vaivara,5 then Goldfields,6 Narva-Ost,7 Aseri,8 and finally Vivikonna.9 In his recollection, all of the camps were enclosed in barbed wire. Prisoners wore striped uniforms with numbers and were forced by their German and Estonian overseers to work until their transfer to Germany in June 1944.10 Sam (Schachner) Hamburg, also born in Vilna in 1922 and also taken from the Vilna ghetto to a string of forced labor camps in Estonia, was more descriptive about the work he was forced to perform and detailed clearly the damage done to his health. (See document 3.1.11)


  
    Before the beginning of the persecution measures [. . .] I was a strong, healthy young man [. . .] a mechanic[. . . . W]hen the [Vilna] ghetto was liquidated, I was transferred to the Waiwara [Vaivara] forced labor camp. In this camp, I was made to perform hard labor again, building railroad lines, and I was also used for excavation work. My working time totaled 14 hours daily. Our food was meager and very poor. I developed a serious case of typhus and, sick and completely weakened, dragged myself back to work because I was terribly afraid of being killed. In October 1943, I was taken to Fifikoni [Vivikonna], and from there to the Kiviolo [Kiviôli],12 Narwa [Narva], Aseri, and Goldfilz [Goldfields] camps.13

  


  The document goes on to describe the work he performed in this series of camps, his second major illness and a resulting primitive operation, and his transfer to Germany in the summer of 1944. It is an intense and painful rendering of his experience as a Jewish slave laborer.


  The list of camps and types of labor in Estonia grows longer with each affidavit (Eidliche Erklärung). Josef Mielnik,14 born in 1928 in Vilna, upon liquidation of the Vilna ghetto, was sent to the Ereda camp15 to work as slave labor in low-depth oil-shale mining; in December 1943, to Narva to dig antitank ditches; in early 1944, to Aseri to work in the quarry; and in July 1944, to Kiviõli to work again in oil-shale mining before he too was transferred to Stutthof in October 1944.16 In his 1965 interview with German investigators, he provided details about each camp: his dates of incarceration; the names of the camp commandant, camp elder (Lagerältester), and camp guards; names of fellow prisoners; the kind of work he performed; prisoner conditions; and whether he directly witnessed any murders in the camps.17


  “IT ALL DEPENDED ON HIS MOOD”18


  Through testimony provided to German investigators one can learn about the form murder took in the Vilna ghetto and subsequently in Estonian labor camps. We can turn the lens on perpetrators to see their actions and behaviors from the viewpoint of their Jewish victims19—an entirely different exercise from reading about what German and Estonian overlords did to their victims in camp after camp and case after case as detailed in perpetrator documents. Moses Nodel, born in Vilna in 1911, described the infamous liquidation of Ghetto I in October 1941, after which only those families with “yellow certificates” were allowed to remain alive.20 “After a three-day Aktion of so-called yellow work permits, I did not receive a yellow work permit, but managed nonetheless to stay in the ghetto, in hiding. Three days later, after the people returned to the ghetto, I left my hiding place and tried to get a yellow work permit,” he wrote. He was able to purchase one from a noncommissioned officer named Mack in the military administration headquarters (Unteroffizier des Feldkommandos) and subsequently worked there as an auto mechanic.21 He could recall well his overlord: “This Mack wore glasses, was of medium height, and was about 40 years old[. . . . H]is relationship with the other Jews with whom I worked in the military administration headquarters (Feldkommando) varied: one day he would hit them; another day he would bring them food; it all depended on his mood.”22


  Mielnik, when interviewed about Narva and asked whether he witnessed murders in that camp, described the fate of ill prisoners in the so-called Schonun gsblock (“convalescence block” for prisoners unable to perform hard labor), where he was a typhus patient.23 (See document 3.2.24) After more than twenty years, he could still recount in vivid detail the arrival of an SS medical orderly (Sanitäter/Sanitätsdienstgrad, SDG)25 with a pickax. “I can well recall how he screamed at the inmates to stand,” said Mielnik, and three or four did so. The SDG proceeded to hack the inmates to death with such force that the pickax fully penetrated their bodies and was visible from the other side. The surviving inmates gathered the mutilated bodies and brought them to the crematorium. When further pressed about the incident by his interrogator, Mielnik’s words exploded from him:


  
    They were Jews like me. They were completely exhausted and almost dead from starvation. When such utterly exhausted people are battered in that way, one can hardly imagine that they would survive. I saw with my own eyes how the tip of the pickax pierced the bodies of the prisoners. It was done in such a way that the tip of the pickax poked out on the other side. I also saw that the whole floor was wet with blood. When people are killed in that way, it is more than sadism. This man [. . .] stopped at nothing.26

  


  The surviving prisoners gave this SDG the nickname “Pickax.”27 “I was fifteen years old,” he noted. “At that age one is still a child.”28


  Accounts by Jews as young as he and younger are among the most moving documents to be found in the ITS holdings. The case files of the Child Tracing Branch (6.3.2) provide a rich source of such testimonies. Children’s voices best capture the enduring human need for innocence and hope, still to be found, against all odds, in some Jewish children orphaned in the Holocaust. (See document 3.3.29) “Dear Mrs. Hutton,”30 wrote Lazar Kleinmann to an administrator at the Kloster Indersdorf children’s rehabilitation home in Bavaria,31 “I thank you very much for your kind and interesting letter and for the trouble you have taken for me. We are now learning English and arithmetics and some of us are learning music. I am playing the trumpet,” he wrote from the Jewish Refugee Hostel on 17 Wellington Street in Salford, England. He penned this letter at the age of fifteen, having survived separation from his parents, four sisters, and three brothers in Birkenau, then subsequent incarceration in Buna, Oranienburg, and Flossenbürg. “I am feeling quite well here,” he continued. “Every day I have lessons in English and Hebrew.” Uncertainty as to the fate of his parents and siblings still clouded all these positive things.32 In his case we know that he overcame these traumatic experiences to establish a business, raise a family, and, in 2011, return to Auschwitz to light nine candles for his murdered siblings and parents.33


  “FRAGEN AN ALLE AUSCHWITZER”34


  Subcollection 1.1.0.7 (ITS Compilation of Information Related to Various Detention Sites and Camps) contains extraordinary testimonies by Jews sent to the ITS in response to a set of questionnaires created in the first five years after the war ended in 1945. (See document 3.4.35) The responses, which number in the thousands, are organized by the camp to which they pertain, allowing researchers interested in prisoners’ experiences in a particular camp to analyze their responses as a whole and draw out patterns.36 For example, one can review the questionnaires completed by Jews from across Europe who spent anywhere from days to weeks to months in Auschwitz I, II, or III in 1943 or 1944. They reveal what Jews understood upon arrival; for those not immediately murdered, their treatment; what types of labor they were forced to perform; their clothing; their estimation of how many prisoners were in the camp; whether the camp was bombed, and if so, when and how many were wounded and killed; the camp’s evacuation; and the names of other inmates, both living and deceased.37 Imagine the social histories of sites of detention written for the first time based on aggregated studies of ITS-held questionnaires or, alternatively, offering a different lens on camp social histories generally thought of as understood and revealing that when such places are described in aggregate in victims’ voices, there is still much to learn.


  “I was in the Auschwitz-Birkenau transit camp only 14 days. Outside of nightly beatings by Kapos, there were no unusual occurrences during this time,” wrote Jakob Klein, born in Sátoraljaújhely, Hungary.38 He retained his civilian clothes, and for two of those fourteen days, he was forced to carry bricks.39 Polish Jew Aron Zultowski had a different dominant memory of his three months in Auschwitz after he arrived by cattle car on July 31, 1944, with 1,614 other male Jews.40 To the first question on this particular questionnaire, “Can you tell us about any unusual occurrences in the camp during your time of imprisonment,” Zultowski, a labor, ghetto, and concentration camp veteran since 1940, wrote simply, “There were selections.”41 Unlike Klein, he arrived in Auschwitz I, would have been assigned a number,42 and spent his first two weeks in quarantine. He then worked in the potato storehouse (Kartoffelbunker) and with the so-called sewer squad (Kanalisation) of the Auschwitz Central Construction Office (Zentralbauleitung der Waffen-SS und Polizei Auschwitz) and wore prisoners’ clothing. He cited the German Labor Front–owned Deutsche Bau AG (German Construction Corporation) as the private company for which his fellow prisoners worked.43 When asked about “unusual occurrences in the camp during [his] time of imprisonment,” Polish Jewish shoemaker Salomon Danielski, an inmate of Auschwitz III–Monowitz (Buna)44 with tattooed number 144218, simply responded, “No.” Nor did he give a long answer with regard to the seventh question on the questionnaire: “Was the camp bombed? If so, when? How many wounded or dead?” He answered simply, “Yes, 1944,”45 with regard to what has become one of the most contested points of the Allied response to the Holocaust.46


  Some wrote directly about murder by gas.47 To the question “Can you tell us about any unusual occurrences in the camp during your time of imprisonment,” Chaim Grünberg, a Polish Jew, wrote, “People were often hanged or shot. Upon arrival, the weak, the old and the sick were sent directly to be gassed.”48 And then there was the response by Edgar Mannheimer, a Czech Jew: “[My] parents, two brothers, and a sister died there.”49 He and his family arrived in Birkenau via Theresienstadt in the first days of February 1943; he was eighteen years old when the crematoria in Birkenau made him an orphan.50 Greek Jew Dinos (Daniel) Allaluf wrote of his family too, naming them all. (See document 3.5.51) “We came to the camp with the whole family [in March 1943]. My father, Israel Allaluf, my mother, Palomba, and my three sisters: Rachel with a daughter (1 month old), Klara, and Maria[. They] were sent to the crematorium right after arrival (except for Maria and Klara). Maria and Klara worked for a few months and then were killed.”52


  When one looks collectively at the questionnaires, Czech Jew Helene Isakowitz53 was among the sharpest with her pen. To the third question on the questionnaire form, “What kind of work did the prisoners do? For what firms?” she wrote, “All the dirty work in the camp” (Alle Schmutzarbeit im Lager). She was also the most descriptive about murder by gassing in Birkenau, writing, “There were 4 crematoria in Auschwitz, where most of the prisoners were burned. In addition, various prisoners were beaten to death, hanged, shot [etc.].”54 Polish Jew Markus Kremer (Langsam) wrote, “The crematorium was operating day and night, as burnings [of bodies] were constantly carried out there.”55 Devastating and overwhelming, these are only some of the references to gassing in the thirty-two questionnaires in the “Auschwitz I–III” folder in subcollection 1.1.0.7. Their power is obvious when one thinks about thousands of responses like these addressing key aspects of Jews’ experiences in all manner of camps, from labor camps to extermination camps like Auschwitz.


  One must look beyond the incarceration and persecution collections in the ITS holdings (1.1 through 1.2.8.1) to appreciate the many Jewish voices found across the entire archive. The registrations and files of displaced persons, children, and missing persons (3.1 through 3.3.2.4) are no exception. International Refugee Organization (IRO) review board cases found in subcollection 3.2.1.556 are one source. (See document 3.6.57) These were petitions from individuals whose initial application for DP status was refused. The files contain the board’s recommendation; the applicant’s own narrative is not included. That said, the IRO review board’s justification narratives reveal multiple facets of wartime experiences of Jewish people; they often demonstrate that in the study of the Holocaust and immediate postwar years, truth can be stranger than fiction. For example, in the case of Italy-based Haim Abraam, IRO officers in Geneva wrote that the “petitioner is a Bulgarian Jew who left his country in July 1943 when the persecution of Jews started [there]. He arrived in Trieste [Italy] with his wife and three daughters, bearing Italian passports [. . .] obtained by bribery. They proceeded to Rome where they remained during the whole war.”58 Austria-based Jakob Abrahamovicz, a Czech Jew, is described as “from Carpatho-Ukraine [and] claims to have joined [a] Czech Legion in [the] USSR in May 1944. On his return to his country he was given the trusteeship of a butcher’s business which formerly belonged to a German. In spite of his privileged position he came under suspicion after February 1948 as Western-oriented, and in June of 1948 he was obliged to flee.”59 Such summaries, written by the IRO review board, appear over and over again in subcollection 3.2.1.5.


  Particularly rich are the already discussed IRO care and maintenance—welfare and support (CM/1) forms.60 Each CM/1 form contained a set of questions to which applicants had to respond. While the forms were not 100 percent uniform across zones of occupation or year of issue, they all asked for basic biographical information for the applicant and his or her family (questions 1–9); places of residence for the last ten years (question 10); employment for the last ten years (question 11); education (question 12); languages (question 13); financial resources (question 14); relatives (question 15); record of previous assistance and documents (questions 16–18); present address (question 19); and a section concerning “future plans” (question 21). Question 21 included the following subquestions: “Do you wish to return to your country of former residence?” “Do you wish to remain in the country of current residence?” “Do you wish to emigrate to some other country, and if so, what is your country of preference?” “Do you have relatives there?” Finally, question 21 had a section on “other preferences to resettlement, and reasons.”61


  In answering these twenty-one or so questions, Jews who may or may not have experienced the wrath of the Nazi and Axis regimes, from across Europe and sometimes from Africa or the Middle East,62 gave a variety of answers, short and long. Their voices echo across these forms. To question 21 (“Do you wish to return to your country of former residence?”), Szimon Abend of Tarnów, Poland, answered simply, “Family murdered and home destroyed.”63 Moses Abelansky, also from Poland, responded, “Because I have no one at home!”64 Magda Aarts, from Holland, gave precisely the same answer,65 as did thousands of others. Some CM/1 forms portray in stark relief the emotional lives of survivors who struggled through the first difficult decade after the murder of their loved ones.


  “IN BUCHENWALD I SAID I AM A GREE[K] AND NOT [A] JEW”66


  Let us return to Dinos Allaluf, separated from his parents, three sisters, and one-month-old niece in Auschwitz. (See document 3.7.67) Within the first few sheets of his 137-page CM/1 file, one finds the following assessment by American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (AJDC) caseworker Deborah Levy, at that time based out of the Social Service Department in the AJDC emigration office at Siebertstrasse 3 in Munich:68


  
    Allaluf—10 March [1953] continued. He thinks that his life in this country [Germany] has only been a waste and covered his best years. He is now 30 years of age69 and since he was 18, he was pushed around and lived in camps. Mr. Allaluf expressed the great desire to have a family of his own, he would like very much to have children but feels, as long as [he and his wife] are living in the camp, there is no place to bring up a child. He explained that he came from a large family, there were 5 children and he would like to carry on his family tradition and especially, to give the name of his deceased parents to their children[,] which is customary in his country [of Greece] and presents a sign of respect to the dead persons.70

  


  Allaluf arrived in Auschwitz on March 20, 1943. Within two months, he was transferred to the Budy subcamp for agricultural labor on an SS farm,71 then to Buchenwald as a political prisoner, where he claimed to be Greek but not Jewish, then to Tröglitz/Rehmsdorf, and finally to Flossenbürg, where the US Army liberated him.72 Note that Allaluf did not differentiate between the extermination, concentration, and labor camps he experienced from 1943 to 1945 and the DP camps in Lechfeld, Landsberg, Feldafing, and Föhrenwald, where he lived from 1945 until the date of Levy’s note in March 1953.


  His attempts to resume some kind of a normal life did not go smoothly in those first years after liberation. In 1949, he married dressmaker Anna Meworach also Jewish, a survivor of Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen, and also born in Greece.73 At one point, they divorced because “they were told that a single person would have a better chance to emigrate [to Canada].”74 Their attempt to emigrate to Canada failed nonetheless. Dinos had already been barred from emigration to the United States because he “had been involved in a fight with the German police [in 1946].”75 In later explaining this, he told AJDC caseworkers that his “1946 troubles with the German police [. . .] did not represent a real crime[;] it was a natural outburst as a result of tensions that exist between German authorities and Jewish persons.” Further, he believed his case had not subsequently been “presented properly” to the US consulate.76 The conflict between Jewish DPs and Germans during the DP camp era is yet another fascinating issue into which ITS-held documents offer insight.77


  By March 1953, Dinos and Anna, divorced in civil court but still a couple, lived in Missouri 15/a, DP Camp Föhrenwald, approximately fifteen miles south of Munich. Dinos could only come home “once a week” on his day off from his job as a dishwasher78 at the US-run McGraw Kaserne in Munich.79 The CM/1 file reveals a couple struggling first to survive several concentration camps and then, after liberation in 1945, to find their bearings after the murder of their families. Dinos and Anna were regulars at the AJDC emigration offices in Föhrenwald and Munich, asking for help, perhaps receiving it, and typically leaving unsatisfied. The Allalufs, of Sephardic origin and fluent in Spanish and Greek, felt frustration when trying to make themselves understood by the staff of the AJDC.80 On March 16, 1953, Anna had fixed upon Greece as her desired destination for resettlement, and Dinos was to follow. Levy wrote, “Mrs. Allaluf came to the [AJDC] office [in Föhrenwald] and discussed the developments in her situation. She was skeptical whether AJDC could help her since so far she felt that she had never received anything positive.”81 (See document 3.8.82) In fact, Levy did follow up immediately to support her case, efforts recorded in painstaking detail and collected in this CM/1 file.83 A few months later, on May 5, 1953, the Föhrenwald office noted, “Interview with Mrs. Allaluf, who reported that her husband had lost the job [at McGraw Kaserne] for lack of health. He is receiving unemployment assistance which covers his expenses. Mrs. Allaluf was very concerned about the developments and insisted on help to get out of the camp as quickly as possible, since she felt in that atmosphere she will be close to a breakdown.”84 Anna emigrated from Germany to Greece on September 21, 1953. The report by her AJDC caseworker shows her ambivalence about leaving Germany and Dinos behind and the frustration her wavering caused the AJDC. Dinos remained in Germany.85


  Anger, depression, struggle, and loss are themes in this CM/1 file, and the Allalufs clearly confounded the caseworkers trying to help them. Following a visit by Dinos to the Munich AJDC emigration office on October 8, 1953, Levy wrote, “Allaluf had been offered the resettlement scheme in Norway in 1952, but since Mr. Allaluf refused to accept the conditions proposed by the Norwegian mission, he resigned from this project.” She continued, “Then it came out that Mr. Allaluf was not very anxious to return to Greece since he became aware that at the moment he would be back in his country, he would have to serve in the [Greek] Army. He felt that he has been long enough in the Army during the war, and he did not consider it his duty to serve for this country [Greece]. We offered to help [him] further on his repatriation matter, but he declined this offer, saying that he can take care of himself and will go when he considers it appropriate.”86


  He must have angered Levy during this visit. On that same day, she wrote to her colleague, M. Einziger,


  
    We want to bring to your attention that Mrs. Anna Allaluf left for Greece on September 22, 1953. Her husband Mr. Dinos Allaluf has not yet completed his finalities to return also to Greece and this on his own choice. He has told me that he does not want us to work on the matter as he is very capable of taking care of himself. He furthermore does not get any relief from JDC. Considering all these facts, we wish to inform you that we close the case of Mr. Dinos Allaluf and so he is no longer the concern of [the] Social Services Department.87

  


  Twelve days later, Dinos returned to the AJDC offices in Munich without an appointment. Levy was away from the office. “Mr. Allaluf appeared in my office in a very excited manner and said that he had to talk to me,” wrote her coworker Rita Katz on October 20, 1953. When she explained that she had other appointments and could not accommodate him in that moment, “he started to make a lot of noise.” When she responded in what she described as “a quiet and polite manner” and opened the door for him to depart, “he got into [a] rage and slam[m]ed the door with such a furious temper that the door hit my foot and the shoe was thrown in a corner.” A policeman escorted him out.88


  After another year of sending mixed signals to the AJDC staff,89 Dinos finally emigrated to Greece in October 1954, nine years after war’s end.90 As Deborah Levy described it, he “live[d] in a DP camp for eleven years and now return[ed] to a country where he ha[d] no house or job and no help from the Jewish community.”91 By December 1, 1954, he had returned to the Föhrenwald DP camp, much to the dismay of Deborah Levy, now assistant director of AJDC Föhrenwald Services.92 By 1980, he was living in Munich and wrote to the ITS from his address at Erich-Kästner-Strasse 2 as late as 1987, asking for help locating his brother, Isakino (Isac).93 Isac’s fate remained unresolved, and ITS staff presumed him to be deceased.94 But Dinos did not believe this to be so. (See document 3.9.95) In one of many attempts over decades to solicit information from ITS about his brother, in 1986 Dinos wrote that at war’s end, three different persons at three different times told Dinos that his brother had survived. One of them kept a book in which he recorded the names of all those who had been liberated in Theresienstadt. “My brother’s name was also listed there,” wrote Dinos. Those who had perished had a cross by their names. “There was no cross next to my brother’s name, and so I assume that he is still alive,” he wrote.96 Dinos’s explanation for why Isac never looked for Dinos after the war was equally wrenching: “My brother was assuming that I had been shot after an attempted escape and subsequent transfer to another camp. That explains why he is not looking for me.”97 Scholars of trauma and loss might study these files to determine patterns in how survivors wrote ITS multiple times over decades in search of particular loved ones, despite having or receiving no new information.


  Why such an extensive rendering of this one file, aside from its particular breadth (137 pages) and range, from Greece to Auschwitz to Germany, to Greece again, back to Germany, and ending at Erich-Kästner-Strasse 2 in Munich? By aggregating CM/1 forms by category (e.g., religion, ethnicity, location, or another variable), scholars can study specific patterns in physical, psychological, and other difficulties faced by Jewish DPs. The Allaluf CM/1 form captures and chronicles the long and difficult road Jewish survivors faced after liberation. Some, like the Allalufs, seem never to truly recover from the sudden and traumatic loss of their families, the physical and psychological hardships of concentration camp life, and the irony of remaining in Germany for years while sputtering toward new lives. There to see, page by page, are the emotional strain, broken relationships, volatility, and even rejection by Jewish DPs of help from agencies and caseworkers whose almost superhuman efforts on their behalf jump from the pages of ITS-held documentation. Scholars studying the aftermath of genocide from a psychological perspective have much material to work with in the roughly 350,000 CM/1 forms in the ITS holdings.


  “WE REGRET TO INFORM YOU . . .”98


  In early October 1949, Felix Ries, a German Jew, sent a postcard from his postwar residence in Dinkelsbühl (Bavaria) to 3 Siebertstrasse, the Munich headquarters of the Central Committee of Liberated Jews for the US Zone of occupied Germany.99 (See document 3.10.100) He wrote to ask for help in obtaining a certificate of incarceration regarding his foster brother (Pflegebruder), Harry I. Müller, and Harry’s wife, Theresia.101 About two weeks later, he wrote the Central Committee again, but with a bit more detail. He explained that he already knew Harry and Theresia Müller had been “taken to the east” (nach Osten gebracht).102 On October 28, 1944, Harry and Theresia Müller were put on transport “Ev” from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz—the very last of the ten autumn transports.103 Felix claimed to have been incarcerated at Theresienstadt in October 1944 as well, and we can assume that is how he knew that Harry and Theresia were “taken to the east.” But he did not say so in this letter. Rather, he wrote with regard to his “nephews.”104 “I would very much like to safeguard their reparations claims [Wiedergutmachungsansprüche] and for this purpose, I need official confirmation [of the deaths of their parents],” he wrote.105


  A survivor himself, Ries was born in 1892 in Hennersdorf (Upper Silesia; today Czech Republic).106 A self-employed merchant in Neisse (Upper Silesia; today Nysa, Poland), he claimed to have been arrested and incarcerated in Buchenwald from November 9, 1938, to February 18, 1939.107 From there, Ries was transferred to a labor camp in Falkenberg (today Niemodlin, Poland) until July 1944, then to Theresienstadt until May 1945. He spent his first year as a liberated man in Petschau bei Karlsbad (today, Bečov nad Teplou, Czech Republic).108 In 1946, he moved to Dinkelsbühl, where he died on November 12, 1951.109 Felix Ries was relying, we can presume, on the November 10, 1947, Law #59 on the Restitution of Identifiable Property, promulgated by the US military government.110 Writing within four years of the war’s end, he was among the first wave of Jewish families to request restitution for material losses during the Holocaust.


  While not explored in any depth in this volume, Jewish voices calling for justice in the form of restitution and compensation111 are a key component of ITS-held T/D files. Like the evolving and global restitution and reparations process itself, T/D files span from 1945 until today. The quest for restitution and compensation, Jewish and non-Jewish, seen from the viewpoint of the inquirers writing to ITS, be they individuals, institutions, or governments, unfolds over decades, and the story still awaits telling from the vantage point of those doing the asking. Further, as Regula Ludi points out, Jewish thinkers played a key role in conceiving “alternative approaches” to reparations following a war that had “surpassed any catastrophe within living memory.”112 What is more, scholars have not treated at all the role the ITS itself played in the ability of survivors to receive restitution and compensation. Let us look at the illustrative case of Abram (Abraham) Langer, a Polish Jew, to demonstrate the limitations of the ITS holdings and the folly of human error in relation to Jewish survivors and their advocates.


  Langer was born in 1922 in Chrzanów, Poland.113 Incarcerated in the Chrzanów ghetto from October 1939 to November 1941, he was then sent to a long list of forced labor camps in a series of smaller villages and towns:114 first to St. Annaberg from November 2, 1941, to January 1942; then to Laurahütte from January to October 1942; from there to Sakrau (today Zakrzów) from October to December 1942; next to Brande (later Pradki) from December 1942 to February 1943; then to a place his legal representatives called “Gross-Masslowitz” (perhaps a reference to Łowicz) from March to August 1943; next to Görlitz from August 1943 to March 1944; and finally to Kretschamberg,115 from where he and other Kretschamberg prisoners were marched to Buchenwald in February 1945. The survivors of this death march arrived in Buchenwald on April 4, 1945.116


  Langer spent the next four years in DP camps in Bavaria. On March 15, 1949, he boarded El Al Flight Number 71 to Israel, leaving Europe behind for good, like so many other survivors.117 Langer’s thick T/D file chronicles his multiple attempts to receive documentation about his Holocaust odyssey from Bad Arolsen for restitution/compensation purposes. Represented by Apelbom & Kossoy Law & Notarial Offices (19 Rothschild Boulevard in Tel Aviv, with a Munich office on Zweibrückenstrasse), Langer requested a certificate of incarceration from ITS in February 1951.118 He was able to supply a prisoner number, 19213, which he understood to be his Buchenwald prisoner number.119 Not surprisingly, given the late date of Langer’s arrival and the still nascent organization of records at ITS, nothing could be found. “We regret to inform you that the original concentration camp documents, held by the International Tracing Service, do not contain sufficient information to enable us to issue the requested certificate,” A. J. Wittamer, chief of the ITS Records Branch, wrote to Apelbom & Kossoy.120 Imagine the immense frustration that Langer must have felt, given his experiences. But he did not give up. In 1955, Apelbom & Kossoy wrote to the ITS again, asking that they recheck their records.121


  The response was slow but more fruitful than in the first go-round. This time, ITS staff located both a displaced person registration record (DP-2) card and also documentation from Langer’s stay in Garmisch (Bavaria) from 1945 to 1949, before his emigration to Israel. Based on this, the ITS issued a certificate of residence confirming that Langer registered at the Mittenwald DP camp on April 3, 1946, and lived on Ludwigstrasse 35 and then Rathausstrasse 6 in Garmisch until departing for Israel. No documentation from Buchenwald could be located still, but ITS staff noted that Langer’s DP-2 card contained the notation “Buchenwald prisoner number 19213.”122 Langer persisted. (See document 3.11.123) His attorney wrote yet again to ITS the following year, 1956, again specifying the long list of sites where Langer had suffered.124 Finally, their efforts met with success. This time, ITS staff managed to locate a single infirmary card (Revierkarte) dated May 7, 1945, for a “Langer” with prisoner number 19213.125 This was the crucial document that the Bayerisches Landesentschädigungsamt (BLEA) needed. Yet, one key omission in the list of sites supplied by Langer’s attorneys meant the process still failed.


  In their March 22, 1956, letter to Apelbom & Kossoy, ITS staff expressed reservations and caution with regard to the infirmary card, which they described as follows: “Langer, no further personal data, former prisoner number 19213, was brought to the Buchenwald concentration camp, no date given. On the infirmary card is noted: admission to infirmary—date admitted: May 7, 1945.” Maddeningly, the letter continues, “Because the personal information is incomplete, we cannot determine whether the [. . .] report pertains to the abovementioned individual. According to an April 4, 1945, report on changes [in the number of prisoners] at the Buchenwald concentration camp, a transport arrived from the Gross-Rosen concentration camp/Kittlitz-Treben [Kittlitztreben near Kretschamburg] [work] detachment with 746 prisoners, who never got registered at the Buchenwald concentration camp.” In their February 1956 letter, Apelbom & Kossoy never included Kittlitztreben/Kretschamburg on the long list of sites of incarceration (!).126 Yet, we know Langer was in Kretschamburg due to his testimony given to the US Army in June 1945, a copy of which arrived at ITS in 1956.127 Neither ITS nor, apparently, Apelbom & Kossoy made this connection. As a result, nearly ten years later, when BLEA wrote to ITS asking for a copy of the Buchenwald infirmary card,128 ITS staff sent it as requested, but with the following caveat: “We note that the Buchenwald concentration camp was liberated on April 11, 1945, and that the infirmary admission of the person in question took place on May 7, 1945. No other patient documents or relevant information is available.”129 ITS documents do not tell us whether Langer ever managed to prove his long history of incarceration so as to receive restitution and/or compensation.


  An introductory volume like this one cannot hope to provide more than a taste of what ITS holdings will offer scholars of the Holocaust and its aftermath in the decades ahead. This volume’s aim is far more modest: to give color and a voice to those who experienced the Holocaust. In the case of Jewish voices, ITS-held documents assembled here tell stories with few happy endings. We began this chapter in Estonia, where orphaned Vilna Jews labored in places few students in the modern Holocaust classroom have heard of: Aseri, Ereda, Gold-fields, Kiviôli, Narva-Ost, Vivikonna, and others. Jewish victims are allowed the dignity of describing their tormenters and their (few) saviors in the first person: Mack, who “one day would hit” Vilna ghetto inmates and “another day bring them food [depending] on his mood”; SS medic Eric Scharfetter, who liked to murder Jewish inmates with a pickax; and Marion Hutton, acting director of Kloster Indersdorf, whose humanity helped to save young Lazar Kleinmann’s innocence.


  With the best of intentions, even the most skilled scholars and professors teaching this subject can struggle to impart the human voice of Jewish victims in their books and courses on Nazi and Axis ideology, machinery, bureaucracy, and brutality. Yet students instinctively understand somehow that they cannot relate to mass numbers or descriptions of a Jewish people acted upon, rather than acting and speaking for themselves. And as the rich documents in the ITS holdings show us, Jewish voices offer a perspective the world needs. Students of psychology and linguistics will find much material here with which to try to explain how human beings process and put words to the unimaginable. The most (in)famous and described episode of the Holocaust, mass murder by gassing at Auschwitz II–Birkenau, is made new again by ITS-held questionnaires answered within five years after war’s end—and with no intention by their authors of providing a future pedagogical tool.


  CM/1 files tell us of the less triumphant endings for many Jewish survivors who never fully readjusted. Today, we hear stories of hope from survivors who have lived rich lives, and we would be dishonest to say this is not comforting, even easy on some level. Yet so many either did not survive at all or, like Dinos Allaluf never really left the selection ramp in Birkenau in their imaginations and memories. Finally, very promising indeed are the ITS-held T/D files for conveying a better understanding of how individuals, institutions, and nations struggled to apply old standards of restitution and compensation to an unprecedented event like the Holocaust. So many vantage points are possible here: that of the inquiring victims and their families; of nations struggling with practical realities that conflicted and conflict with the moral imperatives raised by the Holocaust; of institutions like the ITS itself; and of Jewish offices and agencies seeking elusive justice.
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  Before the beginning of the persecution measures, I lived together with my mother—my father had already died in 1923—and my five siblings in Wilno [Vilna]. I was a strong, healthy young man and cannot remember any serious illness, apart from the usual childhood diseases. I was employed as a mechanic and earned good money.


  After the German troops marched into Wilno, I was exposed to severe measures of persecution.


  In September 1941, I was taken to the ghetto of my native city. The conditions were depressing. We were crowded together in the tightest space, did not have enough to eat, and I was used for hard forced labor in the munitions dump.


  When the ghetto was liquidated in September 1943, I was transferred to the Waiwara [Vaivara] forced labor camp. In this camp, I was made to perform hard labor again, building railroad lines, and I was also used for excavation work. My working time totaled 14 hours daily. Our food was meager and very poor. I developed a serious case of typhus and, sick and completely weakened, dragged myself back to work because I was terribly afraid of being killed.


  In October 1943, I was taken to the Fifikoni [Vivikonna] forced labor camp and from there to the Kiviolo [Kiviõli], Narwa [Narva], Aseri, and Goldfilz [Goldfields] camps. Everywhere, I had to do heavy work; first I was made to do railroad construction work again, and later I had to work in an oil plant and was used for carrying loads and doing cleaning jobs and working in a sawmill. In the Fifikoni camp, I got an abscess on my right thigh. I was operated on under the most primitive conditions. I suffered terrible pain.


  In the summer of 1944, I came via Tallinn and Danzig to the Stutthof concentration camp. By this time, I was completely weakened. Nevertheless, I had to do various tasks there again, as a form of harassment.


  [remainder of page in English]
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    Mr. Mielnik, you say with such certainty that this involved corpses. Did you see these people die, and do you know for certain that these 3 or 4 men who had been beaten to death were taken to the incinerator? Please consider your answer very carefully, and please speak now.

  


  These people who were beaten to death were also typhus patients. They were Jews like me. They were completely exhausted and almost dead from starvation. When such utterly exhausted people are battered in that way, one can hardly expect them to survive it. I saw with my own eyes how the tip of the pickax pierced the bodies of the prisoners. It was done in such a way that the tip of the pickax poked out on the other side. I also saw that the whole floor was wet with blood. When people are killed in that way, it is more than sadism. This man was completely brutal and stopped at nothing. Whenever he entered the convalescence block, we all were afraid that now it would be our turn.


  Because of this bestial murder, this medical orderly was given the name “Kirkonik” (meaning “pickax”).


  
    Mr. Mielnik, what does the name R u n d e mean to you, and what sort of person was this?

  


  I’m familiar with the name R u n d e. I know that this man was a German SS man. As far as I can recall, he had a low SS rank. I think he had one or at most two triangles on his sleeve. As I recall, this man was between twenty-seven and thirty years old, 175 cm [5 feet, 7 1/2 inches] tall, of normal build. No specific features of his caught my attention. Several photos were shown to me just now. I know none of the people in the photographs. If I am now told that R u n d e is one of the people pictured, this does not help me either. Just now I was shown a photo of R u n d e, and once again I must confirm that I do not recognize him. After all, twenty years have passed now, and recognition beyond a shadow of a doubt is not necessarily easy. If the medical orderly in Narva is said to have been named R u n d e, then it can be


  [second page]


  only the medical orderly I mentioned. I know for certain that only one medical orderly was working in Narva, and this man was called “Kirkonik” by us.


  I myself did not witness other acts of killing by “Kirkonik”; nor do I know of any.


  I can still vaguely remember that this medical orderly led a transport of old and sick prisoners from Narva to Wilna. It was subsequently said that these people had been killed. By that, I mean they were shot or murdered in some other way. I am certain that I was no longer a patient in the convalescence block at this time. I also do not know whether the prisoners on the transport came from the convalescence block or were selected from the camp area.


  In reply to the question whether I know that Camp Leader [head SS officer] Pannicke once fell ill during my time in Narva, I can say that this was the case. In addition, I can say that Schnabel stood in for Pannicke while he was ill.


  Regarding the main question put to me, whether a medical orderly came along simultaneously with Schnabel in this period while he was standing in, I can only say that I cannot answer with 100 percent certainty.


  With absolute certainty, however, I know that only one medical orderly was working in Narva.


  Regarding: Request of the Stuttgart Public Prosecutor’s Office—16 Js 326.62—of July 13, 1965, from Hechingen.


  The witness now claims to be unable to give any additional information about Narva and describes his further painful experiences, from Narva to Kiviõli II.
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  Jewish Refugee Hostel


  Principal 17. Wellington St. East


  Rabbi C. Weingarten Salford, 7. Lancs.


  Dear Mrs. Hutton,


  I thank you very much for your kind and interesting letter and for the trouble you have taken for me.


  We are now learning English and arithmetic and some of us are learning music. I am playing the trumpet.


  We have not yet started learning trades but hope to do so soon.


  Best regards to all of my friends at the center. Why don’t the boys write to us here sometimes?


  Kindest regards from B. Meivels and Brother Klein. Please also give my regards to Miss. Robbins and Mr. Max.


  I remain yours sincerely,

  Lazar Kleinmann
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    	Please fill out and return!


    	Questions to all Auschwitzers


    	[stamp] “Eilt Sehr”: very urgent


    	Name: Ziegler, Wolfgang Markus


    	Date and place of birth: October 23, 1919, in Karlsruhe Baden


    	Nationality: German


    	Occupation: businessman and farmer


    	Place of residence before arrest: Prien Chiemsee


    	Date of arrest: August 31, 1943


    	Current place of residence: Prien Chiemsee


    	Concentration camp: Schirmeck; from: August 31, 1943 to: Jan. 1944; block: 7; [work] detachment: Lagerkommandant: camp commandant; Auschwitz from January 1944 to February 1945; block: BIIA, BIID, BIIF


    	Prisoner number: 171 507


    	Remarks: blank
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  INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE


  Headquarters


  May 17, 1950


  Inquiry sheet concerning those who died in the camp at: AUSCHWITZ


  1) Can you give us information about specific occurrences in the camp during your imprisonment?


  We came to the camp with the whole family. My father, Israel ALLALUF, my mother, Palomba, and my three sisters: Rachel with a daughter (1 month old), Klara, and Maria were sent to the crematorium right after arrival (except for Klara and Maria). Maria and Klara worked for a few months and then were killed.


  2) What work did you perform in the camp?


  I was only in the quarantine camp there. For thirty-eight days.


  3) What kinds of work did the prisoners usually have to perform? For what company?


  I don’t know, because I wasn’t there long.


  4) Did you wear concentration camp clothing or civilian clothes?


  Concentration camp clothing.


  5) What was the overall prisoner strength of the camp at the time of your imprisonment?


  Approximately 15,000 to 20,000 people.


  6) How many female prisoners were in the camp?


  Where I was, there were no women. Next to us was a women’s camp, how many women, I don’t know.


  7) Was the camp bombed? If so, when? Number of dead and injured?


  Not while I was there.


  8) Was the camp evacuated? When? To where?


  Not while I was there. Our group of 180 men was evacuated to Budy in early 1943.


  9) How did the evacuation take place?


  By bus, with guards (SS).


  10) Do you possess any official lists or other documents concerning persons who were prisoners in this camp or died there?


  No.


  11) Do you know any persons who have such lists or other documents in their possession? If so, can you give us their addresses?


  No.


  12) Do you know what became of the records and other documents of this camp after it was liberated?


  No. I was not there all the way to the end.


  13) Do you know where records of this camp are possibly still to be found?


  No.


  14) Do you know names and addresses of fellow prisoners who are still alive?


  
    1. Mordo TIANO, Greece, Thessaloniki, Pawlo Mello.


    2. Jehoschua BENJAMIN, Greece, Thessaloniki.


    3. Saul BENMAJOR, Israel.

  


  15) Do you know names and addresses of fellow prisoners who died in the camp? Do you have personal knowledge of the death of these fellow prisoners?


  No. I know nothing specific. Except about my parents and three sisters. (Names given above in 1.)


  16) Do you belong to any association of former prisoners of this camp? If so, what is the address of this association?


  No. I know nothing about any such organization.


  Daniel ALLALUF


  DP Camp, sheet 4/87


  LANDSBERG / Lech [Signature]
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  Daniel Allalouf December 3, 1986


  Erich-Kästner-Str. 2


  8000 Munich 40


  International Tracing Service


  Grosse Allee 5-9


  3548 Arolsen


  Search for my brother


  Dear Sir or Madam:


  Since liberation from the Theresienstadt concentration camp at the end of the war, my brother has been missing.


  Personal data:


  Allalouf, Isac, possibly also Hallalouf, Isakino


  Born: September 1, 1922, in Thessaloniki, Greece


  Tattooed concentration camp number: 10 94 25 (assigned in the Auschwitz camp)


  Shortly after the war, I was told by three individuals (at different times) that they had been liberated along with my brother from the Theresienstadt concentration camp. One of the three was a former neighbor from Thessaloniki. He lived in Prague until 1952 and then immigrated via Germany to the United States. This man carried a book with him that listed all the names of those who had been liberated from the Theresienstadt concentration camp.


  My brother’s name was also listed there, though it was misspelled, specifically spelled with an “H” as the first letter: HALLALOUF.


  The names of those who died after liberation were marked with a cross. There was no cross next to my brother’s name, and so I assume that he is still alive.


  The odds are that the surname continued to be misspelled later on as well: besides the “H” in front, perhaps also with “E,” “O,” or “U” as the first letter.


  I see one possibility for tracing my brother—he would be the only one of our entire family, besides me, to survive—in searching through the names on the applications for reparations.


  In those days, my brother was assuming that I had been shot after an attempted escape and subsequent transfer to another camp. That explains why he is not looking for me.


  Please advise me whether I should independently make inquiries with the Office for Reparations.


  Many thanks for your assistance, and with my kind regards,
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  [1]


  To the Committee of the Liberated Jews, Munich


  My foster brother Harry Müller and his wife Resi, née Süssmann, from Leobschütz/S[ilesia] were imprisoned in Theresienstadt (ghetto town), and I am asking you for proof of confinement to that effect.


  Yours respectfully,


  Felix Ries


  Dinkelsbühl, October 17, 1949


  [2]


  From: Ries


  Dinkelsbühl


  Feuchtwangerstr. 3[?]


  To


  The Committee of the Liberated Jews


  Munich


  Siebertstr. [?]
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  Law & Notarial Offices Munich Office


  APELBOM-KOSSOYMunich, St. Anna-Strasse 6/1


  Tel. 26476—Cables: APEX Munich


  Munich, February 10, 1956


  To the I.T.S.


  Arolsen


  Regarding: Abraham Langer, born June 19, 1916/1922, in Chrzanów


  CI 16881


  In the above-mentioned compensation matter, we request another search of your documents. The applicant claims in addition to have been imprisoned in the following camps:


  
    
    

    
      	October 1939–November 1941

      	Chrzanów
    


    
      	November 2, 1941–January 1942

      	Annaberg concentration camp
    


    
      	January 1942–October 1942

      	Laurahütte concentration camp
    


    
      	October 1942–December 1942

      	Sakrau concentration camp
    


    
      	December 1942–February 1943

      	Brande concentration camp
    


    
      	March 1943–August 1943

      	Gross-Masslowitz concentration camp
    


    
      	August 1943–March 1945

      	Görlitz concentration camp
    


    
      	March 1945 to liberation

      	Buchenwald concentration camp
    

  


  October 1945–1949 in Garmisch-Partenkirchen


  We would appreciate your speedy handling.


  Respectfully,


  Law & Notarial Offices


  Apelbom-Kossoy


  [Signed]


  E. Kossoy


  Attorney at Law
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    CHAPTER 4


    HOUR ZERO: THE YEAR 1945

  


  ON JANUARY 1, 1945, Hans Heinrich Fuge, head (Lagerleiter) of the Dzierżązna subcamp, reported positive tidings regarding the state of affairs on this agricultural estate 15 kilometers (9.3 miles) from Łódź.1 The Dzierżązna subcamp of the Polish Youth Custody Camp of the Security Police (Polen-Jugendverwahrlager der Sicherheitspolizei) in Litzmannstadt, opened in early 1943, held two hundred prisoners at its high point.2 This small and little-known camp was still operational on the date of Fuge’s report, New Year’s Day 1945.3“In the residential building of farm II, all the stairways were fixed and the house freshly painted. The heating system for the chicken coop, laundry room, and workshop was repaired and the flooring replaced in all the areas referred to,” wrote Fuge. “We did all the above-mentioned work by ourselves, without any outside help,” he added, meaning, we can presume, the adolescent Polish inmates of the camp performed the described labor.4 At the time of his report, with the war lost and the Third Reich months from collapse,5 Fuge seemed blissfully or perhaps willfully unaware of how bankrupt the racial ideals of the Third Reich had become. In condescendingly describing his so-called pupils (Zöglinge), he noted (twice) that the Polish people suffered from a disinclination to work (Arbeitsunlust) and that his “pupils” were no different. “One must bear in mind,” he wrote, “that the workers involved are only Poles, who accomplish nowhere near what a German worker does. The Polish pupils also are not to be rated as full-fledged workers, as they are youngsters (girls) twelve to fifteen years old.”6


  HOUR ZERO


  The year 1945 marked the demise of the Nazi and Axis regimes and a rebirth for liberated nations and peoples caught up in World War II and the Holocaust. Thus far, scholars have paid great attention to the notion of a Stunde Null, or “hour zero,” for Germany as a nation and for former Nazi sympathizers, collaborators, and Germans not targeted by the Nazi regime.7 Documents held by the International Tracing Service (ITS) allow us to view 1945 through a variety of lenses, not just from the perspective of a vanquished Germany or of humbled former Nazis and their beneficiaries. As we have seen in previous chapters, what Daniel Blatman terms “the Nazi oppression machine”8 produced victims among all the nationalities in Europe, Jewish and non-Jewish, caught up in all manner of camps and prisons, forced military service or forced labor, or in hiding. The year 1945 saw the liberation of all these sites of terror, unjust punishment, and utter brutality. Millions of victims in poor mental, physical, and emotional health fell to the care of bewildered Allied forces, governments, and aid organizations. The year also saw the first efforts to recover, rebuild, return, and consider retribution. The period from January 1 to December 31, 1945, is a remarkable analytical lens through which to view a Europe in the remaking.


  MURDER AND COLLABORATION AT WAR’S END


  In a secret January 3, 1945, report provided to Supreme Headquarters/Allied Expeditionary Forces (SHAEF) by the British War Office, a “Polish officer,” never identified by name, tried to describe what he had heard about the gas chambers in Auschwitz.9 In what we now know is an inaccurate account, he wrote, “The condemned prisoners, usually Jews, are first given a hot bath to open the pores of the skin and are then herded into a large room equipped with overhead sprays.”10 The author had never been in the Auschwitz camp complex himself, and the War Office was skeptical about the reliability of the details in the report. A cover letter remarked, “No attempt has been made to evaluate the information contained in it and no guarantee of its accuracy can be given.”11 The report is not historically valuable for its accuracy, as the reference to Jews being given a “hot bath” before their murder in the gas chambers of Birkenau already tells us it is flawed. However, the manner in which this anonymous Polish officer described the so-called Sonderkommandos12 of Auschwitz, at this late date in the extermination process, is fascinating:


  
    The bodies are cleared from the room by a special squad of prisoners [. . .] composed of Jewish men selected for their strength and physique. They serve a three months [sic] tour on gas chamber duties and during that time receive excellent treatment. Working hours are short, discipline lax, food and tobacco in abundance. At the end of the 3 months they in turn go into the gas chambers and in due course their successors tumble their bodies into the furnace. Nevertheless in spite of this grim condition, there is never any lack of volunteers for the gas chamber squad and the camp guards can pick or choose at their will from the innumerable applicants.13

  


  This inaccurate report—out of context and even accusatory, with its mention of no “lack of volunteers for the gas chamber squad” and guards who could “pick or choose at their will from the innumerable applicants”—was disseminated to a long list of SHAEF14 offices in sets of multiple copies in the first days of 1945.15 It gives us a sense of the distinct lack of empathy Jews who managed to survive the Holocaust would face in the long months ahead.


  In the last days of January, forty-year old Gertrud Leppin worked at the post office in the small German village of Sonnenburg (today, Słońsk, Poland). A Berliner by birth, as a so-called Mischling (person of “mixed race”) born to a Jewish mother, she moved to Sonnenburg in November 1943 because her former home was “bombed out” and she “did not want to get into trouble” on account of her racial status. She lived at Münzstrasse 21, “200 meters [656 feet]” from the town’s prison. “Sonnenburg is a small place in which the prison played a large role,” she testified.16 Established in the early nineteenth century as a royal Prussian penitentiary, it was located 600 meters [1,969 feet] outside the town on the major road leading to Poznań. Able to hold “637 inmates” and “economically significant for the town,” the prison was closed in 1931 “due to catastrophic sanitary conditions.” In early 1933, it became one of the first Nazi concentration camps; by 1945, it had returned to its function as a penitentiary.17


  Leppin recollected the penitentiary as quite full that bitter winter. She guessed that approximately a thousand prisoners were incarcerated there and worked either in the town or in surrounding villages, sometimes with and sometimes without supervision. She thought it was the night of January 29 or 30 on which she heard gunfire and assumed Russian troops had arrived. But she did not hear machine-gun fire; rather, she heard single shots, one after another, over two or three hours. She opened her window and, hearing no more shots, walked out of her house toward the prison. “I could not hear any cries,” she wrote, but she verified that the shots were coming from the penitentiary. Upset, she went to her neighbors, then to her in-laws, but could learn nothing. So she went to another neighbor, one “Schenkwitz,” a guard at the penitentiary, and asked him “what was going on” (was los war).18


  Schenkwitz was packing. “SS,” he told Leppin, were shooting political prisoners (politische Gefangene). In fact, he told her, the SS ordered the regular staff of the penitentiary to take part, and they (he claimed) “all refused.” She was not able to ask Schenkwitz further questions as he was “very upset” (sehr aufgeregt) and in a hurry to leave (wollte schnell weg). She felt the need to add that Schenkwitz was “no National Socialist.” On the following day, she heard that “all the SS together with the wives of the high-ranking regular prison staff” had fled. Local German Sonnenburgers would have been glad to go with them, she claimed, but the SS left them behind. Russian troops arrived on February 2, 1945. They told Leppin that “the SS” had “committed atrocities” in the penitentiary; bodies were piled up on the ground and in the cells. Not one prisoner survived, they said. Rumors circulated in the town that beyond the “815” “political” prisoners, the “SS [had] murdered women and children from Grodno.” But Russian troops did not confirm this, Leppin noted in her affidavit.19


  Leppin did not have it exactly right: in fact, the shootings took place on the night of January 30 and into the early hours of January 31, 1945. The victims were not women and children from Grodno but rather male detainees from Belgium, Denmark, France, Holland, Luxemburg, Norway, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, and Yugoslavia. The number of prisoners murdered on that night, as cited to Leppin by Russian soldiers, was approximately correct (in the neighborhood of eight hundred). Following the transfer of approximately eight hundred so-called Night and Fog prisoners20 out of Sonnenburg to Oranienburg on November 11, 1944, prisoners sentenced by Wehrmacht military tribunals for desertion took their place. Gestapo men, who controlled the prison, did the shooting.21 Leppin’s testimony illustrates a different point: the brutality and chaos of that time and the response of local Germans to open murder in their midst, which, generally speaking, ranged from a lack of intervention to participation.


  “BUT IT WAS NONE OF MY BUSINESS”22


  ITS holdings are rich in material pertaining to gender and the Holocaust, including but not limited to the role of women from small towns, eager for opportunities and adventure that led to collaboration in the Nazi system.23 In Ruth Kleinsteuber’s experience, even in the early months of 1945, for Germans the Nazi oppression machine still brought career opportunities for those not targeted by the regime. Born in 1922 in the small town of Aschersleben (Saxony), Kleinsteuber began to work in the local textile factory, the Junkers Werke, as an embroiderer in 1936. She was fourteen. Eight years later, in December 1944, the factory manager asked her whether she might be interested in training as an SS Aufseherin (prison guard). She was indeed interested. Dressed in a grey SS uniform and trained for four days at the Ravensbrück concentration camp, in mid-December 1944 she was assigned to the work education camp (Arbeitserziehungslager)24 Nordmark in Kiel (Schleswig-Holstein).25 In February 1945, she was promoted from guard to platoon leader and, by her own testimony, essentially functioned as overseer of all the female guards (Oberaufseherin), with authority over approximately one hundred female inmates.26 “Most of the female prisoners had to work eight to ten hours per day with a mid-day break of one, and later one-half hour,” she stated. As to mistreatment of prisoners in that camp, she had “never seen a female guard beat prisoners. But female guards, whose names I can no longer remember, told me they slapped faces of female prisoners,” she added. As to her own behavior, she wrote, “I myself have boxed the ears of two prisoners slightly.” She acknowledged that most of the guards, male or female, “carried wooden sticks in camp.” She claimed not to have done so herself. In January 1945, within her first month at the camp, she saw a male guard “beat a female prisoner.” “I believe,” she added, “he had a stick in his hand. But it was none of my business.”27 British officials did not agree and tried her for war crimes in Hamburg in 1947. It is a case in point of a young and ambitious German woman who, even in early 1945, with the war lost and the Nazi regime weak and discredited, was willing to take part in its terror apparatus.


  DEATH BY MARCH


  On January 27, 1945, US Air Force Lieutenant John C. Brown was marched with other prisoners of war. (POWs) from the famous Stalag (Stammlager) Luft III near Sagan28 (now Zagań, Poland) to Spremburg “in the snow, rain and regular winter weather of Silesia.”29 “I arrived at Nure[m]berg with the first group to set up the camp, and here I stayed until we marched out of there on the 4th of April,” he wrote.30 “In this time I had three showers, one of which was a delousing shower.” “The conditions were rotten,” he added, and one has to smile at his American euphemism. He went on to describe the lack of adequate food and shelter. In fact, prisoners “tore down outside washhouses to provide fuel for cooking and heating.”31 Abraham Langer (see document 4.1.32) was incarcerated in the forced labor camp for Jews in the forested village of Kretschamberg/Kittlitztreben in Silesia when he and other prisoners33 were marched to Buchenwald in February 1945.34 He had arrived in the Kretschamberg/Kittlitztreben camp in March 1944.35 He was one of nearly one thousand prisoners on the long march to Buchenwald.36 Due to the impending arrival of Russian troops, German inhabitants of Kittlitztreben were evacuated at 7 a.m. on the morning of February 9, amid the chaos of German aircraft firing on Russian tanks. Elderly villagers and women with small children were allowed to evacuate via train. One local villager’s otherwise detailed account makes no mention of the huge column of prisoners who were also evacuated. The account does mention two villagers from Kittlitztreben who perished: Charlotte Glauer, the local butcher’s daughter, and Berta Stammwitz, who both died of heatstroke in the train station.37


  As to the Jewish prisoners, because of ITS documents, we can reconstruct this death march with some precision. (See documents 4.2 and 4.3.38) The death march from Kittlitztreben to Buchenwald, a distance of 325 kilometers (202 miles), consisted entirely of Jewish prisoners. The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) Central Tracing Bureau investigations cite a start date of January 26 rather than February 9.39 All sources agree that the prisoners reached Buchenwald on April 4, 1945. In all, the prisoners made sixteen stops after setting off from Kittlitztreben on foot: first Hennersdorf, then Penzig (Pieńsk), Ludwigsdorf (Ludwikowice Kłodzkie), Görlitz, Reichenbach (Dzierżoniów), Weissenberg, Bautzen, Bühlau, Radeberg, Brest, Kesseldorf, Lugau, Zwickau, Gera, Jena, and finally Buchenwald.40 UNRRA investigators noted, “More than half the prisoners died on the way. The SS eliminated every morning the most feeble. Common graves [are] all along the way. The mayors [in these villages and towns] can furnish dates.”41


  The camp commandant at Kittlitztreben, recollected Langer, was SS Oberscharführer Otto Weingärtner.42 Weingärtner was, said Langer, “about twenty-eight to thirty years of age, tall, slender, black hair, [with] a scar on [his] right cheek.” Weingärtner “killed two Jews during the march on February 9, 1945. The name of the one was Berek Wellner, I saw it with my own eyes,” Langer said. “Five weeks later I saw that [Weingärtner] shot [a prisoner named] Ziegler.” The “prisoner chief of the barrack, Chaim Zylberberg,” also behaved murderously, according to Langer, who said Zylberberg “was especially angry” with Hungarian Jews. “During the march from the camp [Kretschamberg] to Buchenwald [. . .] Zylberberg was in charge of barrack five, while I was assigned to the sixth barrack,” Langer continued. “I saw that Zylberberg struck with a big stick chiefly those who fainted during the march. The mistreated persons were put on a wagon and brought to the next barn where we passed the night. Daily many of them died. Before we arrived at Buchenwald, he [Zylberberg] hurt the prisoner Leichter, who died the following day.”43


  LIBERATION


  When Langer arrived at Buchenwald, the camp was days from liberation. Liberation was a moment no one could forget, and among the most poignant testimonies are those taken by Allied soldiers in the days immediately following their arrival in the camps. Captain Alfred T. Bogen Jr., assistant army inspector general, First US Army, took one such testimony at the 51st Field Hospital in Nordhausen44 on April 14, 1945. Captain Bogen interviewed Christian Guy, a Belgian prisoner from Malines (Mechelen) brought from Gross-Rosen to Nordhausen via open railway car in February 1945, who had been there ever since.45 In Guy’s recollection, Allied bombs began to rain on Nordhausen “at 4:30 on April 3,” and on April 4 he and several hundred other prisoners hid themselves in a cellar. Here they remained, subsisting on bread pilfered “from the German kitchens.” On April 11, “in the morning, one of the boys came in and like a madman called, ‘There is an American with a car against the gate.’ All the comrades in the cell[ar] started yelling and weeping. They were mad. I could not move at the moment or believe it. I was astonished but a few hours later I had to accept it. The day after this we were taken away to city houses and then I was evacuated to this American field hospital.” He then added, “I am glad you arrived and wish you all success and hope that you get as many Germans as you can. I am sorry I cannot help you boys to do my part.”46


  Stunned and disconcerted liberating armies and their helpers struggled first to size up the situation in a given camp and then to act. ITS-held documents contain many reports written by Allied authorities that summer, giving their impressions of those first days of liberation and the many problems that would follow. The report by Miss I. Hillers, active in the Prisoners of War and Displaced Persons Division of the British Red Cross Society at the Sandbostel camp,47 is a case in point.48 British troops liberated the camp on April 29, 1945. Hillers composed this particular report on the basis of “war diaries of all medical units operating in the British Liberation Army from April to June, 1945.”49 Father Dewar-Duncan, Medical Unit 10, Casualty Clearing Station, wrote, “As you can appreciate things in Sandbostel in May 1945 were rather chaotic and it may well be that a mistake in identity could have occurred. The patients in their weak state would very often change beds, and with an inadequate staff and the added difficulty of language it was sometimes impossible to keep track of who was who.”50


  “Typhus and open T.B. [tuberculosis] were rife,” a member of the Medical Unit 11 Field Dressing Station wrote, adding that “typhus, T.B. and [the] unclassified sick were segregated and identified by the employment of yellow, blue and pink labels tied to the person. This proved very necessary owing to the wandering propensities of many patients who[,] in spite of their weak condition[,] would step out of bed and wander about in the nude.”51 Thousands of such testimonies and early reports, written from the viewpoints of both the liberated and the liberators in the days and weeks after liberation, span the range of sites of detention in the ITS holdings. The ambitious scholar might consider a monograph-length study of prisoners’ impressions in these first days of liberation as portrayed in ITS-held documents.


  “DEATHS WERE AVERAGING 500 PER DAY”52


  ITS-held documents detail mass death and convalescence in the camps within the first month of liberation. A copy of the supplement to the British Zone Review titled “Belsen,”53 available in the ITS holdings, is a case in point.54 When British troops liberated Bergen-Belsen on April 15, 1945, they estimated that sixty thousand prisoners were in the camp.55 (See document 4.4.56) “The conditions revealed on the British entry,” notes the supplement, “were these: deaths were averaging 500 per day. More than half the total inmates needed immediate hospital treatment. There were ten thousand unburied bodies, typhus-infested, many in advanced stages of decomposition strewn about the ramp. Huts intended for 60 inmates housed 600. Feeding, toilet, and sanitary utensils and equipment were non-existent[. . . . T]here had been neither food nor water for five days preceding the British entry. Evidence of cannibalism was found. The inmates included men, women and children.” We read, too, a not uncommon description of the prisoners themselves: “The inmates had lost all self-respect, were degraded morally to the level of beasts. Their clothes were in rags, teeming with lice, and both inside and outside the [prisoner] huts was an almost continuous carpet of dead bodies, human excreta, rags and filth,” stated the supplement.57


  From this chaos and human misery, Allied authorities began to create stability. Convalescence is an interesting and understudied aspect of that summer of 1945, and ITS-held documents are rich with material on this very specific aspect of prisoners’ experience.58 One way to approach this issue would be to study the voluntary agencies that approached UNRRA and subsequently the International Refugee Organization (IRO), offering their services. There were many such agencies, including national-level Red Cross offices and national and international Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant faith-based agencies such as the Church World Service,59 the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA)/Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA)60 (see document 4.5.61), the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC, formerly known as the Unitarian Service Committee),62 and many others, such as the Jewish relief agencies referred to in chapters 1 and 3.


  ITS holdings describing the work of the Child Projects Department of the UUSC capture well the mission of such voluntary agencies. “The time between [children’s] liberation from Nazi terror and their final placement will be very decisive for the future development of displaced children, determining whether they will become healthy, happy individuals, delinquents or neurotic wrecks, and whether they will prove an asset or a danger to society,” wrote Ernst Papa-nek, director of child projects for the UUSC in the summer of 1945.63 (See document 4.6.64) Margaret J. Newton, child welfare specialist for UNRRA District Office No. 2 in Wiesbaden, was delighted and accepted the offer of help. “We have just received your letter informing us that staff would be available from the Unitarian Service Committee. We would be grateful for the services of six or seven workers, who would be used as case workers with United Nations65 children living in German families or in German institutions. We have a real need for additional help,” she wrote.66


  In the summer of 1945, Jewish refugees, including Jewish children, faced antisemitism still. “The U.S. Zone has been working for several weeks on the location of unaccompanied children who might be eligible for haven under the invitation extended by the British government,” wrote Vernon Kennedy, Director, American Zone Austria, to E. Rhatigan in UNRRA’s Frankfurt office on August 16, 1945. “As you know,” Kennedy continued, “the English offer includes 1,000 children under the age of 16 years who have been in concentration camps[. . . . A] high percentage of these children are Jewish. We want to be sure that this is understood by the British government before the children are moved.” Kennedy was also sensitive to the needs of German Jewish children, adding, “First consideration should be given to children from concentration camps, including children of enemy nationality who were in concentration camps as a result of racial or political persecution.”67 Even after the Holocaust, Jewish children could still be hard to place and, when finally given a home, were not always welcomed.68


  The summer months of 1945 saw the return of some of those children kidnapped by the Nazis and subjected to so-called Germanization as part of the Lebensborn program (see chapter 1).69 In July 1945, Polish aid workers came to the home of Therese Grassler in Salzburg, Austria, to take ten-year-old Henderike Goschen70 back to her native country.71 Therese met Henderike in August 1943, when the latter was eight. On August 23, at the Regional Youth Office Salzburg, claimed Therese, “I picked out the eight and half year old girl Henderike Goschen.” Therese was told, she claimed, that Henderike “was an orphan from the German east who had lost both parents.” The little girl “looked quite different from the children in this part of the country; she was short and squat, had dark blond hair, but her eyes were blue.” When questioned about the child’s Polish heritage, Therese responded, “Henderike told me that she came from the vicinity of Lódź [and] that she had been in an orphanage there.”72


  Henderike was a Polish child kidnapped and turned over to the Lebens-born. Therese acknowledged this in a roundabout way only, telling US Assistant Defense Counsel Ernst Braune, “Whilst the arrangements were being made for transferring the child to a foster home, I had no dealings with the Lebensborn society, and all arrangements were made by the Regional Youth Office [Salz-burg] exclusively. Later on I was never approached by the Lebensborn but for one exception: I once received a letter from the Lebensborn asking how the child was behaving with me. I did not reply to this as I did not know what the Lebensborn really was, and since then I heard no more from them.”73 Their parting in July 1945 was a difficult one for Therese and, according to her foster mother at least, also for Henderike.74 After being taken from her temporary home with Therese in Salzburg, Henderike was placed in a children’s home in Łódź, where she was reunited with her brother.75 As mentioned in chapter 1, the Nazi Lebensborn program is a new and growing subject of study by scholars, accompanied by memoir literature by Lebensborn children. These memoirs have yet to be systematically analyzed for the impact of the Lebensborn program on the children affected, their adoptive parents, their families of origin, and their own siblings and children when this family history is unearthed.76


  CORC/P (45) 54


  As loved ones sought one another, governments sought their missing nationals, and the Allies sought perpetrators and collaborators, practical frustrations and difficulties abounded. A mention of the various tracing service structures in existence by the end of 1945 is necessary here. In 1944, UNRRA (discussed in chapter 1) had already proposed both establishing national tracing bureaus (NTBs) like the existing British Red Cross Tracing Bureau and also setting up one central tracing bureau. No agreement on the proposal was reached until April 1945, and in the meanwhile some countries set up NTBs. Key NTBs included the British Red Cross Tracing Bureau in London; the Belgian Service d’Identification et de Recherches, established by the Commissariat Belge au Rapatriement in June 1944; the Commissariat au Rapatriement of Luxemburg, established in August 1944; the Polish Red Cross–founded Biuro Informacyjne, reopened in April 1945; the Bureau National Français des Recherches, established in the summer of 1945; the Informatiebureau van het Nederlandse Rode Kruis, established by the Netherlands Red Cross in September 1945; and the Central Location Index. Still others were established in 1946 and thereafter.77


  On April 27, 1945, SHAEF “officially assumed the responsibility for the processing of tracing” and, the following month, established its Tracing and Locating Unit in Versailles. Then tiny, this unit was “supervised by a representative of the UNRRA liaison staff.”78 On June 28, US forces active in SHAEF moved to the headquarters of the US Forces, European Theater (USFET), located in Frankfurt am Main.79 USFET headquarters opened on July 1, 1945.80 SHAEF was dissolved in mid-July 1945 along with its Tracing and Locating Unit. Its responsibilities passed to the Combined Displaced Persons Executive (CDPX) of the Allied Control Council.81 CDPX in turn comprised two parts: the Central Records Office and the Central Tracing Bureau.82 UNRRA staff worked within the CDPX.83


  Lack of staffing was a grave problem. “On 26 June there were five members of the [CDPX-run Central Tracing Bureau] staff; to this number six were added on July 3, four from 4 July to 20 August, and eleven on 23 August,” noted one report.84 Further, the proliferation of different national offices and the near-constant mutation of a central tracing effort caused much confusion. Chaos often reigned supreme that first summer. On August 25, R. Oungre of the UNRRA office in Neuilly-sur-Seine (a western suburb of Paris) wrote to Colonel A. H. Moffitt in the USFET headquarters in Frankfurt. (See document 4.7.85) “I should like to take the opportunity of asking whether I should direct my enquiries regarding lost relatives to you or to Miss de la Pole who, we have been told, is in charge of the tracing bureau, but from whom we have never received any reply,” wrote Oungre.86 Even routine matters like mail delivery were problematic. “You will observe that this letter was written on the 17th of May [1945], posted through the US Army Postal Service on the 22nd of May. It does not appear to have reached this country until the 30th of July,” wrote Colonel L. W. Charley, deputy chief programs officer, Displaced Persons (DP) German Planning Branch in the United States, writing to E. E. Rhatigan at UNRRA’s Frankfurt office. “It will be interesting to know where this unconscionable delay has occurred,” he added.87 Challenges were far greater, of course, than the lack of a speedy postal system.


  In August 1945, various actors hardly knew whom to write in their pursuit of the missing. By summer’s end in 1945, the American, British, French, and Soviet counterparts of the Allied Control Council in Berlin-Schöneberg found they could agree on establishing a much-needed Central Tracing Service.88 (See document 4.8.89) Issued September 13, 1945, directive CORC/P (45) 54 established such a service with four objectives: (1) “to search for and trace military and civilian missing of the United Nations”; (2) “to establish, where possible, the fate of those missing who cannot be found alive”; (3) “to locate, collect and preserve all available records regarding displaced persons in Germany”; and (4) “to serve as a link to bring interested persons into communications with each other.”90 The CDPX was to be dissolved on October 1, and UNRRA would then assume responsibility for the newly created Central Tracing Service.


  Here was the size of it: “Although it had been clearly requested that a staff of 89 would be necessary before 1 October 1945 when UNRRA was to assume the entire responsibility for the operation, only 34 UNRRA employees were available at that time, assisted by six Class II employees and 18 displaced persons.”91 The UNRRA Central Tracing Bureau was formally established on November 16, 1945, subordinate to the Allied Control Council’s Central Tracing Policy Board.92 Then and in the years ahead, Allied authorities struggled to keep accurate lists of DPs, both inside and outside camps.93 (See document 4.9.94) ITS-held documents leave one with a sense of the overwhelming nature of the task, at the level not only of heads of state or major international relief organizations but also of ordinary men and women facing this work daily. (See document 4.10.95) “Search activities in Belsen [. . .] began in December 1945,” wrote Lieutenant H. François Ponet, the French search officer in that camp. “Originally the number of enquiries [. . .] averaged thirty to forty a week,” he wrote. They would quickly increase to over one hundred per week. “It soon became obvious that with the means at my disposal, that is two employees, I could not cope effectively with the number of enquiries I was receiving,” he lamented. “The enquiries [. . .] necessitate a number of investigations and check[s], and it proves impossible for only three people to deal with more than three or four cases a day, if these are to be investigated with accuracy and thoroughness,” he acknowledged.96


  ITS-held documents illustrate the role of prisoners both in administering the Nazi concentration camp universe and, after war’s end, in aiding the Allies to rehabilitate former prisoners. Not yet examined by scholars is the role that former prisoners themselves played in the tracing process. A case in point is the International Information Office (IIO) at Dachau.97 Its amazing story begins with the so-called camp registration office (Lagerschreibstube), “as old as the camp itself, the first records [originating] in 1933.”98 As of November 1, 1944, the “first camp writer [clerk]” for the Lagerschreibstube was Dachau prisoner Jan Domagała. Working with him were “three camp messengers, one Pole, one German, and one Austrian.” In the days before Dachau was liberated on April 29, 1945, these prisoners hid the original records from camp authorities to save them from destruction, an act of tremendous resistance and bravery given the violence of those last days of Nazi domination. A report on the history of the IIO describes this chain of events thusly: “At the camp’s liberation, the first camp writer [Domagała] understood [the need] to save the records of the Lager-schreibstube, excluding only a few camp records [. . .] as the SS destroyed all files of other offices. The Lagerschreibstube was in possession of all the records concerning the strength and feeding of the camp. The concerned prisoners [Domagała and the camp messengers] were responsible for the total [reporting regarding] the strength [i.e., population] of the camp.”99


  ITS holds the original copies of these saved cards, which include, as seen in chapter 1, prisoner category, previous and current prisoner number and block assignment, date and place of birth, religion, occupation, and transfer or death date. In aggregate, scholars might carry out a statistical analysis of the prisoner population (nationality, occupation, age, fate) or changes in the camp’s administration and policies as evidenced by changes in these cards over time. More than that, scholars may discuss the development and operations of this fascinating prisoner-run tracing service, already functioning in the summer of 1945,100 and those first months of what became the IIO, initially run by Domagała himself as camp secretary, with former prisoner Walter Cieslik as his deputy.101


  Established in June 1945 by order of the US military government in the city of Dachau102 and ultimately located on Schleissheimer Street,103 the IIO was “the only place which was able to care for evidence, information about [the] camp and [its] prisoners, and transports.”104 Specifically, this meant distributing “cards enabling survivors to receive double rations for eight weeks and disburs [ing] sums of money and items of clothing based on individual need to [. . .] local and traveling liberated inmates.”105 Given what we have seen concerning incredibly low numbers of staff engaged in tracing in those first fraught weeks and months,106 staffing of the IIO was rather astounding, “consisting of forty-two block writers, forty evidence writers and twenty-nine office writers.”107 The results were hundreds of documents like that dated November 30, 1945, in English, German, and Polish: “We attest that Mr. Kalicki Izydor born on 8.4.1909 in Kikól [a village in Poland] was in our office as clerk from 5th of May till 15th of December 1945.”108 (See document 4.11.109) Prisoners turned office clerks like Kalicki worked “day and night”110 and even created one of the first postwar exhibitions on the camp in its crematorium building in the fall of 1945.111


  INSTEAD OF RETRIBUTION, JUSTICE


  On November 20, 1945, the International Military Tribunal (IMT) opened in Nuremberg. Arguably the most famous and precedent-setting court of the twentieth century, the IMT consisted of the United States, Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union. The IMT indicted twenty-four of the highest-ranking Third Reich leaders still alive and ultimately tried twenty-two select political leaders; eleven subsequent trials dealt with officers of the SS and Wehrmacht, policemen, judges, medical doctors, industrialists, and economists. The IMT charges against these defendants included crimes against peace, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and membership in criminal organizations.112 ITS holds partial copies of the so-called Nuremberg successor trials, which frequently reference the precedent set by the IMT. For example, ITS holds a copy of the opinion written by Robert M. Toms, presiding judge of Military Tribunal II (U.S. v. Oswald Pohl et al.), titled “Treatment of the Jews.” “This disgraceful chapter in the history of Germany has been vividly portrayed in the judgment of the International Military Tribunal,” stated Judge Toms and his colleagues. “Nothing can be added to that comprehensive finding of facts, in which this Tribunal completely concurs. From it we see the unholy spectacle of six million humans being deliberately exterminated by a civilized state whose only indictment was that its victims had been born in the wrong part of the world[,] to forbearers whom the murderers detested. Never before in history has man’s inhumanity to man reached such depths.”113


  “STATISTICS”114


  The year 1945 closed quietly, with the victims of the Nazi and Axis regimes slowly recovering their physical health and struggling to take faltering steps forward, with the Allies and the many agencies invested in aiding these steps struggling to keep up with the volume of their needs, and with the perpetrators of these criminal systems facing legal proceedings. The dramatic winter, spring, and summer settled into a fall characterized by the routine but difficult work that would face the Allies and their helpers for years to come. Scholars have not yet studied at the day-to-day operational level the dedicated men and women who carried out this work against enormous odds. The monthly report for the Child Welfare Division, Eastern Military District, gives eight lines about the work of Louise Pinsky in notes on December 7, 1945. Pinsky, regional child welfare officer for Regensburg, “continues to give conscientious service,” the report states. “She has now transported her 200th unaccompanied child to Indersdorf.” As 1945 came to a close, Pinsky worried, reporting that team regional child welfare officers like herself suffered from a “lack of time [. . .] to devote to [their] important work” and that, consequently, “many [officers were thus] delegating this responsibility to DP interviewers.”115


  ITS-held documents allow us to look through the lens of 1945 and see far beyond studies of the so-called Hour Zero up to this point. In early 1945, many Germans in the privileged position of not yet counting themselves among the regime’s ever-increasing pool of victims did not understand or internalize that the war was lost, and with it, Nazism’s false ideals. Hans Fuge could still report with relish on his “lazy” camp inmates—Polish girls not yet sixteen—and Ruth Kleinsteuber could still volunteer for SS guard duty, as it seemed more promising than working for a ninth year as an embroiderer. Jews still alive in January 1945 could look forward to little sympathy or understanding as to the unique set of “choiceless choices” they faced and to even more unimaginable abuse at the hands of Nazis and their collaborators on the increasingly documented death marches. Civilians and captured military from all over Europe, including the United States, experienced the last months of the war as the most brutal.


  Liberation, thus, was an unbelievable moment for the persecuted and incarcerated. “I was astonished, but a few hours later I had to accept it,” Christian Guy told Captain Alfred T. Bogen. Then came the shock—for the Allies, their helpers, and the world—of what they had managed to ignore or at least to view from a great distance until then: terrain formerly controlled by Germany, now littered with camps, mass graves, and murdered bodies. Everyone was disoriented, as captured in one British medic’s comment that patients at Sandbostel, “in spite of their weak condition[,] would step out of bed and wander about in the nude.” Death and disease still raged, and the Allies and charitable bodies of all sizes, denominations, and nationalities rushed to the scene. The work was desperate, and the need for some kind of centralized agency to trace missing persons and return the captured, kidnapped, and persecuted to their former homes (or new ones) became obvious almost immediately. Despite so many pressing concerns and human limitations, a Central Tracing Service was established. The many brave men and women, including former prisoners, who took up this work have yet to be studied and will be well worth attention in the future. The Allies and many victims of Nazism and its collaborators did not seek retribution in the end; rather, they hoped for justice. The IMT was a legal proceeding that forever changed the way the world would view the newborn concept of genocide.


  For students and scholars, ITS-held documentation offers the opportunity to study the end phase of genocide and the beginning phase of recovery from the vantage point of every kind of actor, from perpetrator to witness to victim to rescuer. Any one aspect of that first year touched upon in this chapter merits broader and more systematic study of ITS-held documentation relating to everyone from German perpetrators, collaborators, beneficiaries, and witnesses, to victims struggling to hang on for just one more day, to the Allied soldiers and aid workers who came upon them and had to rebuild a broken nation, society, and infrastructure. The role of religious and secular aid organizations, including their motivations and the impact of gender within these organizations on the roles they took on, remains an understudied topic. Further, because ITS-held documentation spans the years of the Third Reich until today, any of these questions may be studied not only for 1945 but across decades.
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    CHAPTER 5


    IMAGINING THE DISPLACED

  


  ON DECEMBER 15, 1946, the United Nations adopted the constitution of the International Refugee Organization (IRO), which entered into force on August 20, 1948. The IRO was responsible for “care and maintenance” of displaced persons (DPs) and refugees, very specifically defined.1 It had missions and offices in forty-nine countries all over the world2 and defined DPs and refugees as those whose displacement resulted from the actions of or persecution by the National Socialist, Fascist, or “quisling” collaborator regimes, according to specific criteria outlined in Annex I (Definitions) of the IRO constitution.3 Most, but not all, who qualified for DP or refugee status were from Europe or other Axis-occupied or -controlled territories. Six categories of persons were defined as outside the concern of the IRO: (1) “war criminals, quislings and traitors,” (2) those who had “assisted the enemy” in persecuting civilian populations or “voluntarily assisted” enemy forces, (3) “ordinary criminals who [were] extraditable by treaty,” (4) ethnic Germans,4 (5) those with “financial support and protection from their country of nationality,” and (6) those found to have “engaged in hostile behavior or activities against UN member nations” or to be “in the military or civil service” of a foreign state.5


  “Who is a genuine, bona fide and deserving refugee?”6 Gerard Daniel Cohen has so concisely explained the administrative process by which DPs and refugees were screened, who was determined to be within or outside the mandate and why, and the impact of the growing Cold War on this process that we need not revisit these topics here.7 Documentation held by the International Tracing Service (ITS) gives color and life to the millions of individuals subject to the vagaries of Allied practices as relief agencies struggled to cope with the humanitarian crisis described briefly in chapter 1. The geographical diversity of displaced persons and refugees in the ITS archive is one of its great potential strengths for drawing in those who might normally shy away from the study of the Holocaust, yet are drawn to the opportunity to study the wartime and postwar fates of their conationals as revealed by ITS-held material.8 Thus, the aim of this chapter is threefold: first, to briefly consider new dimensions that ITS-held documents might bring to our understanding of predominantly European-born and Christian DPs and of European-born Jews; second, to bring to the fore some of the more unusual cases and highlight the presence in Nazi- and Axis-dominated Europe of prisoners, forced laborers, and even collaborators from Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America and/or belonging to ethnic or religious minorities; and third, to study the clues left behind in ITS-held documents recording the explanations collaborators gave and the paths they took to disappear into postwar, post-Holocaust societies in Germany and abroad.


  FRESH APPROACHES TO DPs USING MASS DATA SETS


  Many excellent studies of the predominantly European and Judeo-Christian DP population have recently become available.9 Yet ITS holdings contained within Subunit Three (Registrations and Files of Displaced Persons, Children, and Missing Persons) still offer fresh possibilities for the study of DPs and refugees. Let us return to the largest body of material mentioned only briefly in chapter 1: the displaced person registration record (DP-2) card file, consisting of over 3.4 million digital images. Such mass data opens the door for quantitative studies of, for example, Polish, Ukrainian, or Jewish DPs. If one looks at Greinom Golub’s DP-2 card (document 1.6), a study of any one of the more than twenty categories listed on his registration record, or several combined and then aggregated, could yield interesting results. For example, were particular towns or villages more heavily represented for “last permanent residence or residence [as of] January 1, 1938” (number 13)? If so, can such statistics provide clues as to towns and villages where Jewish survival patterns deserve further study? One might also run a statistical study of “desired destination” (number 12). What destinations were cited most frequently? One might sort by the “usual trade, occupation or profession” (number 14) or “languages spoken” (number 17) categories. Do predominant trades or languages come to the fore in a mass data study of DP-2 cards completed by Polish Jews? If so, what can these statistics tell us about a potential relationship between particular occupations or language skills and the ability to survive?


  Golub was himself a so-called infiltree, as duly noted in the upper-left-hand corner of his registration card, meaning that he was one of “tens of thousands of Jewish ‘infiltrees’ who poured into the American zone from Eastern Europe.” Atina Grossmann notes that those approximately two hundred thousand Polish Jewish DPs who had fled to the Soviet Union during World War II, returned to Poland postwar, and fled westward to escape antisemitism remain an understudied group.10 A statistical analysis of DP-2 cards completed by Polish Jewish DPs might make a beginning toward better identifying these survivors and bringing to the fore any patterns that emerge when looking at their DP-2 cards in aggregate. Or researchers could examine material organized in ITS by specific infiltree centers.11 This same model might be used for other specific DP and refugee subgroups to equal effect.


  Geography is another lens through which to view the massive quantity of DP- and refugee-related data in the ITS holdings. One of the freshest recent approaches to the Holocaust has come from a group of geographers and historians who recognize it as a “profoundly geographical phenomenon.”12 For example, in their essay “Mapping the SS Concentration Camps,” Anne Kelly Knowles and Paul B. Jaskot visually convey the four key stages in the “spatial-temporal development of the SS camps system.”13 A similar method might be employed using ITS-held documents on the DP camps and repatriation, resettlement, infiltree, and transient centers that exploded and then waned in Europe from May 1945 until the last camp closed in 1959. While we know about individual camps (though some remain understudied, especially in the French and Soviet zones), the ability to “map” them in relation to one another and over time will surely raise new questions. The same type of “mapping” of areas for “free living” DPs over time might also reveal patterns within survivor, refugee, and DP communities that were not as visible until scholars asked “spatial questions” of the sources.14 Spatial humanities methods might also allow for a closer look at the relationship of particular ports of exit from Europe taken by DPs and particular ports of entry in those countries accepting them. We have few effective visual tools to consider the path Holocaust survivors took, for example, from liberation to their new home countries. Researchers could also apply this line of inquiry to other groups of DPs, for which so much mass data can be found in the ITS holdings.


  DPs BORN IN ASIA, AFRICA, THE MIDDLE EAST AND LATIN AMERICA


  ITS-held documents demonstrate the international scope of World War II and the Holocaust in a way that allows us to see the intertwined fates of displaced persons, refugees, and those who claimed to be such from a staggering variety of ethnic and religious backgrounds from across Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America. (See document 5.1.15) Looking at such cases side by side, now possible due to the increasing search capability of the ITS digital archive, brings the war’s long reach into sharp focus. One example is the project by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the ITS in Bad Arolsen, and Yad Vashem to index the IRO’s so-called care and maintenance (CM/1) forms by the categories of religion, nationality, and ethnicity (see chapter 1). In the course of the project, indexers discovered a surprisingly long and diverse list of nationalities, ethnicities,16 and religious affiliations.17 Scholars interested in particular national, ethnic, or religious groups could use this search feature to begin investigating what ITS-held documents might yield. Further, scholars interested in the on-the-ground practices of the IRO in terms of whom it deemed to fall within or outside its mandate can efficiently select all CM/1 forms for a particular national, ethnic, or religious group and make a study of the patterns of who did or did not receive DP or refugee status and on what grounds.


  The cases of European ethnic or religious minorities and individuals born in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America were often less straightforward for IRO eligibility officers to evaluate. ITS-held documents allow us to investigate the experiences of those often marginalized or ignored in traditional World War II historiography. The cases presented here are on the periphery of the conventional boundaries of World War II experiences in the Western imagination, which has remained very Eurocentric in its analysis. Recently, Soviet and eastern European experiences have garnered more attention, and while this is a positive, important, and necessary development, Asian, African, Middle Eastern, and Latin American experiences, including those of Jews from these parts of the world, are vastly underresearched. Dozens of Western governments recruited refugees for their labor and reconstruction programs based on a strict hierarchy of races, as defined by ethnicity and physical attributes (i.e., “whiteness” and fitness).18 The following cases demonstrate what practical evaluations looked like “on the ground” for these groups and how emergent nationalist movements created a set of applicants to the IRO impacted not only by World War II and the Holocaust but also by rapidly changing territorial and political realities in their homelands.


  Jews and the Quest for “Due Protection”19


  While for obvious reasons IRO eligibility officers determined most Jewish cases to fall within the mandate of the IRO, there were exceptions. (See document 5.2.20) Joseph Abadi,21 born in 1927 in Aleppo, Syria, was one.22 His parents were of Iranian Jewish origin.23 The family moved to Syria before his birth but remained Iranian citizens. His mother tongue was French, and he was a trained pharmaceutical chemist, having studied for seven years at the prestigious American University of Beirut in Lebanon.24 When he could not find work in Beirut after finishing his schooling, he moved to the still new state of Israel in March 1951.25 He remained in Haifa for six months; then, still unable to find work, he went to Milan, Italy, to be with his brother, Ibrahim Abadi. In August 1951, Abadi applied for DP status, hoping to emigrate to Canada. He told his IRO interviewer that “the position of Jews in Syria and [Lebanon] became very difficult and dangerous because of persecutions of local authorities in connection [with] very strained relations between Israel and the Arab League.”26 “He says,” added his interviewer, “that in the next future he foresees expulsion of all Jews from [the] Arab States of the Middle East.” IRO eligibility officers evaluated the case as one would expect based on the IRO’s constitution: a handwritten note stated that Abadi had “a valid passport of his government; was never persecuted for racial or religious reasons; [was] not a refugee; [was] not a DP.”27


  Mosé Habib, born in Tripoli, Libya, in 1931, filled out a CM/1 form on May 27, 1949. He must have noted dryly—and his interviewer duly recorded—that he was born an Italian subject, and his parents before him had been born Turkish subjects.28 He lived in Tripoli with his father, mother, and nine siblings and attended an Italian school, which closed in June 1940 “because of [the] war.”29 The 1938 Italian racial laws,30 passed when Habib was seven years old, prompted his family to go into hiding in Gharian (Gharyan), approximately 100 kilometers (62 miles) from Tripoli, in June 1940.31 His father died of an unnamed illness while in hiding. Fascist and Nazi terror ended on January 23, 1943, commencing British military administration of Libya. Surviving members of the Libyan Jewish community “returned to find their homes ransacked and destroyed, their shops bombarded and left in ruins, and hardly any aspect of community life left.”32 The Habibs, too, returned to Tripoli, to “their previous address.” Habib’s mother died that year; he was twelve. Following his mother’s death, Habib claimed to have “worked as [a] mechanic until 1946, when he returned to school to study the English, French, Hebrew, and Arabic languages.” It was then that his brother, Saul, “escaped” to Palestine,33 perhaps inspired by the anti-Jewish pogrom in Tripoli and neighboring towns the prior year.34


  From this point on, Habib’s questionnaire reads like a manifesto and is utterly captivating. Saul took a year to reach Palestine, as he was caught en route and sent to Cyprus. Only following escape from Cyprus did he manage to get to Palestine in 1948. Now sixteen, Habib left Tripoli for Italy in October 1947. He acknowledged in his 1949 interview that “he came to Italy [. . .] with the pretext to study in Italy, but the true reason was to emigrate to Palestine. He could not do it directly from Tripoli. When [he] reached Italy he preferred to stay here [in Italy] and attend school and wait until [he] could go regularly, as [a] refugee, [so as] not to meet [the] same troubles as his brother, who finished in Cyprus Island for more than a year.”35


  During his 1949 interview, when asked if he wanted to return to his home in Tripoli, Habib responded no. Was he “determined against repatriation”? He answered yes. In the section of the questionnaire requesting an explanation, Habib wrote, “First of all, all my brothers and sisters will emigrate to Palestine. It is only a question of time. I wish to stay in Palestine. I consider [it] my country. I don’t know why we have to stay under foreign domination when there is a state for the Jews.”36 His sentiments were not uncommon among Libyan Jews. Maurice Roumani notes, “In less than 50 years, [Libyan] Jews had lived under three different powers [. . .] each with their own system of laws and regulations, expectations and dictates.” Further, the persecution that the community experienced from “1938 to 1943 [was] unprecedented in the modern history of Libyan Jewry,”37 only to be followed by the pogrom of 1945 and the anti-Jewish riots of 1948. For Libyan Jews and for Habib and his siblings, “Israel became the solution.”38 Habib’s interviewer did not classify him as within IRO’s mandate, however, writing, “[His] story [is] true-sounding, but [he] seems more an emigrant than [a] refugee.” The supervising officer was unmoved, writing on June 8, 1949, “Not a refugee or DP; not within the mandate of IRO; not eligible for any services.”39 ITS records do not tell us whether Habib ever realized his dream of emigrating to Israel.


  For Jews who had survived World War II in Europe, Israel made great sense as a destination after they had seen their families murdered simply for being Jewish. While excellent and extensive literature on European Jews seeking entry to Palestine/Israel after World War II exists, ITS still offers poignant snapshots of Jews like Stella Hasson, born in 1926 on the island of Rhodes.40 (See document 5.3.41) “A very modest, intelligent, and good young girl,” wrote her interviewer, Hasson was deported with her family to Auschwitz in July 1944. Russian troops liberated her in Theresienstadt and repatriated her to Italy in September 1945. “Consider her being alone in the world apart from Rhodes friends [fellow survivors] and [her] sister who are resettling [in Israel],” wrote her interviewer. Of note here is how her interviewer described the new state of Israel: “She wants to return to the old country of Israel to live together with her co-nationals and find there due protection.” IRO officers declared her “eligible” on November 18, 1948, but revoked her eligibility on April 27, 1949, due to a “failure toreport,” presumably to her place of employment,42 on March 11, 1949.43 ITS-held records do not tell us more.


  Muslims as Forced Laborers


  In April 1944,44 Crimean Tatar Ibrahim Abdurahman was living in Kosdegirmen (Predusel’noe) when the German army captured him and sent him to the Reich for forced labor in agriculture. (See document 5.4.45) Abdurahman spent two months, from April to June 1944, en route to Germany via Romania, Hungary, and Austria.46 On arrival, he described himself as a “gardener” for “K. Becker” in the vicinity of Kassel, which IRO review board officials noted as “land work.” Members of the review board of the Preparatory Commission for the International Refugee Organization (PCIRO)47 described Abdurahman, born in the Bakhchisarai district of Crimea,48 as “Mohammedan in religion [. . .] illiterate, speaks only Turkish, and [due to his age of fifty-six] is not considered eligible for military service in any form.”49 The PCIRO review board granted Abdurahman DP status,50 surely having the 1944 expulsion of Crimean Tatars by Josef Stalin in mind.51 “He is accepted as a DP who is unwilling to return [to Crimea] because of his fear of persecution as a Moslem Tartar minority, and his appeal is upheld,” wrote the review board. He hoped to emigrate to Turkey.52 There are other such cases from this region of Europe, including that of Iskak Seilhan, who in June 1942 was studying in Romania.53 He claimed to have been sent to Karlsbad, Germany, for forced labor on a farm in 1942. His CM/1 form identifies him as a Turkish citizen born in Afghanistan in 1923 and an adherent of the Muslim religion. In his case, too, IRO officers determined him to be eligible for legal and political protection, despite the rather unclear circumstances of his deportation to Germany.54


  Others were deemed to be outside the mandate, despite being able to prove they had at some point been put to forced labor for or incarcerated by the German or Axis regimes. German forces captured Djamie Karredian in Bordeaux on the southwest coast of France in July 194455 and transported him to Darmstadt, Germany, for forced labor. The type of labor is not specified; his employer is listed as the “German Army.” Born in 1924 in Alexandria, Egypt, Karredian was deemed to fall outside the IRO mandate and sent to the Luitpold Kaserne in Munich. The basis for this decision was the fact that he had voluntarily moved to Vichy France in 1943.56 Mohamed El-Mekki fared no better. Axis forces captured El-Mekki in Mersa Matruh, Egypt, in 1942.57 Born in 1922 in Iraq, he had worked, following his schooling, in the port city of Mersa Matruh since 1940. According to one account in his CM/1 file, he was placed in a work detachment and sent to Germany to perform forced labor for the Reichsbahn (National Railway) in Württemberg and then, in December 1944, to do farm labor in Weinsberg. According to another account, in December 1944 he went from Württemberg to a work camp (Arbeitslager) on the Bahnhofstrasse in Stuttgart and was briefly imprisoned there. As an Iraqi citizen, El-Mekki was determined to be outside the mandate of the IRO on the presumption that he could return to Iraq.58


  In completing a CM/1 form in 1948, Muhamed Abdulkadir, born in 1913 in Cairo, claimed to have been impressed into forced labor by the Italian army in Cairo in 1942, whereupon he was sent to Rome to work in ship building and then to Leipzig, Germany, for factory work, where he remained until the end of the war. According to the notes in the file, in Rome he worked six days per week and was paid; in Leipzig he was also paid, lived with a German family, and went to the movies and theater on Sundays. This account sounds fantastical and probably was: two years earlier, he had claimed a completely different wartime history. In filling out his June 1946 US Army questionnaire for DPs, he stated that he was in Marseilles at the outbreak of World War II, worked as a mechanic, and was swept up by the Germans in Paris in 1942 for forced labor.59


  We are unlikely ever to know Abdulkadir’s precise wartime history; his file better illustrates a different point. His interviewer, Emilian Rejnarowycz, described him as making “an impression of a very sly man who wants to play a stupid and blockhead. He speaks very bad German and French languages.” Rejnarowycz suspected Abdulkadir of joining the Italian and German armies voluntarily and coming to Germany via this route. In any case, as an Egyptian citizen, Abdulkadir was “not a concern of the IRO,” wrote Rejnarowycz’s superior.60 The role of the interviewer, usually a fellow DP, is another area in which ITS documents allow for a systematic study of the function, prejudices, and influence of these interviewers, who were in practice evaluating fellow DPs with whom they were competing for resources and emigration opportunities. In this case, Emilian Rejnarowycz, born in 1896 in Trijczyci, Galicia (Poland), had been swept up in 1944 and sent to the town of Suhl in Thuringia (Germany) for forced labor in agriculture. He most likely qualified as an interviewer because of his command of the Czech, German, Polish, Russian, and Ukrainian languages.61


  Two more examples of Muslims born in the Middle East, put to forced labor or incarcerated in Germany during the war, and ultimately determined to be outside the IRO mandate follow. Some cases offer so few details that it is difficult to discern a precise wartime narrative. German forces captured Mohamed Achmed, for example, in Libya in 1942.62 Born in 1918 in Beirut, Lebanon, he was thus determined after the war to be a French citizen. His CM/1 form provides few details as to why or precisely when he was in Libya in 1942. According to his account, after his father was killed in an air attack in Libya, German forces captured him and sent him to Berlin, via Naples, for labor. At least briefly in March 1945, he was registered as living in Leipzig.63 Due to his temporary stay in the DP camp in Donauwörth, Bavaria,64 Achmed hoped to emigrate to Australia. On September 8, 1949, IRO Area Welfare Officer F. Preziosi declared him ineligible.65 Achmed registered in the Augsburg DP camp on September 13, 1949, and there his trail goes cold.66 Even more puzzling is the case of Ali Bourzam, born in 1909 in Sidi Aïch, Algeria. He was living and working in Paris, first for the Moulin Rouge and then as a mechanic, when Gestapo agents arrested him in 1943 and sent him to the Zittau subcamp of Gross-Rosen in Saxony. Despite his status as a former inmate of the Zittau subcamp, he was determined to be outside the IRO mandate. His CM/1 form does not indicate a reason.67 The presence of individuals like Karredian, El-Mekki, Achmed, and Bourzam in German DP camps is a fascinating and understudied aspect of the ITS holdings. Researchers examining such cases in aggregate might determine patterns in how these individuals came to be in Germany during the war, how many remained there afterward to settle in a largely Christian society steeped in western European traditions, and how those who returned to their countries of origin fared.


  “In Saigon I Have My Father”68


  Some applying for refugee or DP status desperately wanted to return home rather than remain in Europe. Wilnguven Van Ut, a Roman Catholic born in Saigon in 1922, found himself betwixt and between in February 1949 when applying for IRO assistance.69 As he was a French subject due to his birth in French Indochina,70 his interviewers struggled with how to classify his citizenship. “Applicant born in Saigon, Indo-China,” wrote his interviewer. “His citizenship of this country or of France is undecided, because they are presumably in war,” he added.71 In 1940, at age eighteen, Van Ut was conscripted to military labor service in Bergerac in southwest (Vichy) France and remained there until1 944.72 He was “discharged” on June 13, 1944, within a week of the Allied landing at Normandy. He then “accompanied the American Army through Germany until [reaching the city of] Asch and [then returning to] Roth bei Gelnhausen.”73 He remained in the picturesque village of Roth bei Gelnhausen (Hesse), employed by the American army. In approaching the IRO in 1949, he aimed to be repatriated to Saigon or the United States with his child, Berth-Hans Meisner, born out of wedlock to a German mother in 1949.74 “I want to go to the United States, or, if it is not possible, I will go back to my native country. In Saigon I have my father,” he wrote. Van Ut was found to be “neither a refugee nor a DP [and] not within the mandate.”75 As late as 1951, he still sought emigration and was again declared ineligible on May 4, 1951.76


  Other cases from applicants born in Asia are much simpler. Buddhist Juen Tschang Al, born in 1903 in Chekiang province, China, “came [to Hamburg, Germany] as [a] cook with the Chinese consulate in July 1937.”77 He briefly opened his own shop from 1938 to 1940 and then became a butcher. By the time of his application to the IRO on April 6, 1949, he was still thus employed and offered no explanation for how he managed to survive the war years in heavily bombed Hamburg without any mention of difficulties with Nazi authorities.78 Al had left a homeland embroiled in hostilities with an aggressive Japan since 1931, though neither he nor the IRO interviewing officer mentioned this.79 During that time, the United States backed the Nationalist government of Chiang Kai-shek against Japan. In April 1949, the IRO declared Al “within the mandate of the IRO [and] eligible for legal and political protection, including repatriation,”80 surely because of the Cold War, in full bloom by 1949.81 As of April 1949, he still wanted “to return home,”82 having little idea what that would mean only six months later.


  II Duce


  ITS-held documents reveal the impact of the Italian invasion of Ethiopia on the lives and destinies of ordinary Ethiopians. Abballagi Abbagiru, born in 1912 in Gimma, Ethiopia, had recently turned twenty-three when Benito Mussolini invaded in October 1935. When filling out his questionnaire from the Fraschette DP camp in Casilina, Italy, on April 5, 1948, he described himself as a peasant by trade, Catholic by religion, and illiterate. He claimed to have volunteered for the Polizia Africa Italiana (PAI) in 1935, remaining in Gimma in this capacity until 1940. His parents, he noted, had both been “killed by [the] Italians in 1935.” He claimed to have been part of the Italian forces that “withdrew to Italy through Africa” in 194083 and by 1943 to have been living in a PAI camp in Rome, to which his interviewer adds, “Statement true!” When German forces occupied northern and central Italy in September 1943, Abbagiru claimed, he had “deserted with other Italian troops” to “join the Italian partisans” in the Marche mountains of Italy to fight against Germany.


  After the liberation of Rome in July 1944, he married a local peasant girl, Elvira Buggiarda. He worked in her family’s farmhouse, and they had a daughter. And so life continued until Italian police arrested him for living illegally in Italy and sent him to Fraschette in October 1947.84 Abbagiru had no desire to return to Ethiopia. To the question in his CM/1 form “Do you want to return [to your home],” he responded that he would like to remain in Italy and in fact “was afraid to return because [he had] collaborated with [the] Italians and his [fellow] nationals would kill him or his wife and child.” As Abbagiru had fought both for the Axis (in the Italian army) and then against Nazi Germany (as a partisan), it is not surprising that his interviewer and the supervising officer came to different conclusions. His interviewer wrote, “Subject is an honest, illiterate peasant [who] volunteered in 1935 for the Italian Army [and] is therefore eligible for repatriation.” The supervising officer crossed this recommendation out and wrote, “Not a genuine refugee [and] ineligible for IRO assistance.” The questionnaire was stamped “ineligible.”85 Abbagiru’s CM/1 form does not tell us whether he was ultimately allowed to stay in Italy.86


  Zamu Segai, born in 1921 in Eritrea87 and therefore an Ethiopian citizen after World War II, fared even more poorly. (See document 5.5.88) His PCIRO application for assistance, completed in April 1948 at the Fraschette DP camp, is stark. For the section on family, his caseworker wrote, “None.” For his education, “No education.” For his financial resources, “No resources.” For his relatives, friends, previous employers, documents, former organizations, and assistance since January 1, 1947: “No family; no documents; none; no assistance.”89 He spent 1938 to 1941 in the Italian navy in Eritrea. His time in the military ended with his capture and eight months in a British prisoner of war camp. In British-occupied Eritrea, he worked as a servant for an American firm in Ghinda in 1942, as a mechanic in Eritrea’s capital, Asmara, from 1943 to 1945, and as a cook in Massawa in 1946. In March 1948, he embarked illegally on the Carbonella, a ship heading to Venice, hoping to escape “great misery” and hunger in his home country. Italian police captured him in Venice and sent him to Fraschette.90 Despite Segai’s explanation that he had come to Italy to find “the work and the bread” and that in Eritrea he was “always hungry,” his PCIRO interviewers were not moved. “This is not a political refugee,” one wrote. The supervising officer simply wrote, “Collaborated,” due to his stint in the Italian armed forces. He was found ineligible.91 (See document 5.6.92)


  Waldemariam Tegeni (Teghenie), born in 1927 in Asmara, Eritrea, shared a similar biography. From 1938, he “was employed as a mechanic and driver by the Italians [in] Massawa” until he was drafted into the Italian army in 1939 at the age of twelve. He performed “guard duties” on the Isle of Durgam (off the coast of the Red Sea) near Massawa. When British forces occupied Eritrea in the winter of 1941, they did not take Tegeni prisoner “because he was young [fourteen years old],” noted his interviewer. And so he remained in Massawa working as a mechanic for American forces until their withdrawal in 1942. According to his account, he found work where he could in the British fort in Massawa until March 1948, when, like Segai, he went to Venice illegally, via the Carbonella. The Italian police were “waiting for him,” and so he too found himself in Fraschette in April 1948.


  Orphaned at some point during the war,93 he answered, when asked why he left Eritrea, that “there nobody helped him and he was always hungry.” The IRO supervising officer in Fraschette determined him, like Segai, to be ineligible.94 In his case, we have some indication of what happened next, because he filed an appeal to the IRO review board in Geneva. In December 1948, he filled out a questionnaire in the Lipari (Italy) DP camp.95 When his case came up in Geneva on September 2, 1949, he had disappeared. “Petitioner submitted an appeal against the decision of ineligibility, but information has been submitted to the Board that he/she has now left the country and/or has failed to keep the [IRO] informed of his/her whereabouts[. . . . T]he appeal must be considered as withdrawn,” wrote IRO officials.96 And there his trail goes cold.


  One does not normally think of East African children when considering the long reach of World War II and Axis ambitions; yet Tegeni was no exception. (See document 5.7.97) On September 1, 1949, officers in the Naples Intake Center interviewed Abraham Abaj, born in Asmara like Tegeni in 1929. He told his interviewer that he had “left home in 1943 [at the age of fourteen], clandestinely, on board the ship Sestra [and come] to Italy to find some work.” He wished to return to Ethiopia “as he could not find work” in Italy.98 These are but four examples of CM/1 forms for refugee hopefuls from Ethiopia and Eritrea, all poor, illiterate, and often very young East Africans whose fates hinged on that of Mussolini’s regime. No current study addresses this particular group as part of World War II and postwar European history.


  “Kalmook—Not Eligible for any Scheme”99


  As already discussed briefly, ITS-held documents make painfully clear that physical appearance mattered to the degree that it could determine one’s chances for repatriation or emigration. So-called unaccompanied children Vera Scharapowa (Abuschinow[a]) and her brother Stojan,100 born in Bulgaria in 1932 and 1936, respectively, to a father of Kalmyk descent101 and a Bulgarian mother, are a case in point.102 The family fled Sofia, Bulgaria, in 1944 at the approach of the Red Army because father Nikolai feared persecution. (See document 5.8.103) They reached Krumau am Kamp in Lower Austria, where Stojan and Vera became separated from their parents on an undetermined date in the spring of 1945. The file contains differing accounts of how this occurred. In one account, when German forces began the evacuation of Krumau in early 1945, “the children were sent with a car in the direction [of] Salzburg. The father stayed behind and promised to come with the next car. The mother stayed in a hospital in Krumau as she was very sick [with] TB [tuberculosis]. The children left and never saw their parents again.”104 According to a report from the Czech Red Cross, Wasilka Scharapowa (actually the children’s stepmother) was released from the hospital in Krumau on May 16, 1945, and then disappeared.105 Accounts agree that the children reached Salzburg, then differ again as to the circumstances of their admission to the International Children’s Center near Prien am Chiemsee in Bavaria on November 12, 1946.106


  Because of their Kalmyk blood and appearance, no country wanted them. Child Case Officer Joan W. Aitken described them this way: “Both children are undoubtedly of Kalmook descent. Vera is decidedly oriental in her appearance with slant eyes, yellow skin and straight, dark hair. Her brother[,] who looks only slightly oriental, could perhaps adjust into a white community with less feeling of difference than Vera.”107 By June 1949, attempts to send the children to Russia108 and the United States had failed. “I regret to say,” wrote Theodora Allen to their case supervisor in Bad Aibling,109 “that according to U.S. immigration laws they are not admissible to the U.S. However, if it is proved that they are not pure Kalmook we could present their case to the American Consulate to see if they could be admitted.”110


  Another July 1949 report—the first in the file to refer to the children as Buddhist Orthodox, despite the recognition in earlier notes that they had been baptized in the Greek Catholic tradition in Sofia—was even more plain. Aitken answered part II of the form, posing the question “If no plan for reestablishment has yet been formulated give reason why,” as follows: “Kalmook—not eligible for any scheme.” To the final question on the form, “What is workers’ plan for dealing with child’s or youth’s feelings in response to above question?” Ms. Gitken wrote, “Possibility of children being adopted by a Kalmook family in a Kalmook camp.”111 A 1950 attempt to emigrate to the Netherlands failed due to lack of funds.112 Later that fall, Vera and Stojan, along with two other Kalmyk “unaccompanied children,” moved to Ingolstadt and then to DP camp Munich-Schleissheim under the guardianship of a Kalmyk couple. Together, the six were to emigrate to Paraguay. This plan too fell through, and circumstances in their temporary household were far from ideal.113


  By January 1951, the Paraguay scheme had failed and the children were subject to neglect at the hands of their unstable guardians.114 Among all this, extremely detailed reports by caseworkers on the physical and mental manifestations Stojan and Vera both suffered by this point are the most devastating of all. Incredibly, their father, Nikolai, reemerged in April 1951, when Stojan received a card from him. He had remained in Krumlow (now Český Krumlov, Czech Republic) since their separation. Nikolai “ask[ed] the children to come to him to [Czechoslovakia].” They refused.115 The last letter in the file, dated 1952, is a request that the World Council of Churches consider taking interest in the case, together with the council’s refusal.116 Stojan’s tracing and documentation (T/D) file places him still in Munich in 1953, but no longer in the Schleissheim DP camp.117 As for Vera, the last available report places her in Pestalozzi Children’s Village in Stockach-Wahlwies, close to the German border with Switzerland.118 There is great irony in the fact that as Nazism and its quest for an “Aryanized” Germany collapsed in 1945, German armed forces sent two children of Kalmyk descent toward Salzburg in a cart, after which they ended up in Germany. As with other refugees viewed as undesirable for their race or religion, no one wanted them. And so they remained in Germany, a permanent reminder of the folly of the Nazi racial enterprise and of the tremendous population upheaval on the European continent in the wake of Nazi and Axis ambitions.


  COLLABORATORS AND PERPETRATORS IN ITS


  Only briefly alluded to in the case of Ivan Demjanjuk (chapter 1), the presence of perpetrators and collaborators in the DP and refugee population has received increased scholarly attention in recent years. As Gerald Steinacher points out, “SS members and Nazi war criminals [. . .] lived in the same camps and accommodations and made the same journeys overseas” as other refugees and DPs and “were able to escape with the help of the IRO” and other international aid organizations such as the International Red Cross.119 Specific high-profile cases studied by Steinacher include those of Adolf Eichmann, Josef Mengele, and leader of fascist Croatia Ante Pavelić. No less interesting is documentation about ordinary men and women whom we would today understand to be collaborators. In ITS-held documents, we read their invented war stories.


  Let us look, for example, at the case of Mac Dünzl, born in 1912 in Manila, Philippines, one of thousands of collaborators who hoped to use the DP system to escape less than savory wartime histories. Roman Catholic and claiming to be a dual citizen of the United States and the Philippines, in his initial application for IRO assistance completed from Darmstadt, Germany, on March 31, 1948, he claimed to have been working in Hamburg, Germany, as an insurance expert, and then for the Hapag-Lloyd steamship line until the fall of 1940. According to his story, he next moved to Berlin to work in life insurance until 1943, when he went “into hiding.” He claimed to have been captured in 1944, sent to a forced labor camp in Trieste, Italy, until March 1945, and liberated in Salzburg, Austria, in April 1945. To the next question on the June 1946 version of the “Questionnaire for DPs” (Fragebogen für DPs) regarding former organizations to which the applicant belonged, he wrote simply “inapplicable” (entfällt). His family left Manila for Germany in 1921 to inherit his grandfather’s estate, he wrote. He did not want to become a German citizen (question 19) and wished to return to the Philippines (question 17).120


  Things really become interesting when one reads his answer to question 20, “Were you persecuted in Germany for reasons of race, religion, or political views”? Yes, he answered. When asked for details, he answered, “I was often looked upon as a Jew [and] persecuted [and] fled as [a person] with American citizenship.”121 His initial interviewer seemed convinced. The notes read, “Applicant claims to be [a] citizen of [the] USA born in Manila. Has no documents but has a certificate from an American camp in Austria. During the war was hiding throughout Bavaria and Austria. It was possible because of knowledge of [the German] language. In 1944 [. . .] he passed [in]to Italy but there was taken into forced labor[. . . . He] escaped and went to Austria to find American troops. May be eligible for refugee status.”122


  While ITS records do not reveal what triggered her inquiry, in January 1951, A. W. Hawksley in the IRO’s Frankfurt office requested a records check with the US Army Document Center in Berlin, from which she learned that Max (not Mac) Dünzl was born in Munich (not Manila). (See document 5.9.123) That was not all. He enrolled in the Nazi Party in September 1932, earning himself the spectacularly low party number 1,316,381. The Nazi Party expelled him in March 1933 for failing to pay his membership dues but revoked this decision on January 13, 1934. Further, the Nazi Party was his employer: he worked in various capacities for the party’s Munich office of the Reich treasurer (Reichsschatzmeister) from 1933 to 1943.124 Specifically, Dünzl worked in Main Office V, Legal Matters in the Office for Members (Rechtswesen im Amt für Mitgliedsschaftswesen). After 1941, he moved to Main Office VII, Insurance and Social Welfare Office (Versicherungs- und Sozialamt). Main Office VII served as an insurance agency and benefits office for Nazi Party members and members of the Schutzstaffel (SS), Sturmabteilung (SA), and National Socialist Motor Transport Corps (Nationalsozialistisches Kraftfahrkorps).125


  As of April 16, 1951, he was living in Augsburg, which we know because he married, resulting in a record of this change at IRO headquarters in Geneva.126 When confronted with his Nazi Party file the prior month by IRO officers, he acknowledged that he had falsified his CM/1 form. His interviewer, G. Loustalot, recorded the remainder of the interview as follows: “He is a German born [citizen] and has never been to Manila. He is an early NSDAP member and worked for the Party, etc. From now on [the] applicant told the story as it is written in the Party’s file[,] trying to excuse himself for the lies[, those] told and [those] lived. He does not feel ashamed because he did not believe any more in Nazi ideal[s] and all his lies were because he wanted to start a new life.” Dünzl then revealed details about his personal situation, causing his interviewer to comment, “What is true in this confession is hard to tell.” Not so hard to make out was Max’s manner, which his interviewer described as follows: “Mr. Dünzl is a clever man who, while he is speaking to you, tries to find what can be said to please you. With me he talks of his wife[ . . . . With] Mr. Kauffmann it was a question of [discussing] acts of noble work [by] Jewish DP doctors.”127 Max’s IRO status was to be decided the following day, and his CM/1 file does not contain the outcome. Likely Max slipped back into postwar German society without notice or pause.


  As in the Dünzl case, IRO interviewers were sensitive to the need to identify collaborators as best they could, often with limited resources and information. (See document 5.10.128) Roman Catholic Valentin Antonio Caballero, born in Buenos Aires in 1908, lived in Lwów, then in Poland, and was thirty-one years old when World War II broke out. University educated in Prague,129 he had an engineering degree (Diplomingenieur) and owned a metal refinement factory.130 Soviet forces occupied Lwów in September 1939, arrested Caballero in October, and sent him east as a so-called capitalist.131 On December 20, 1940, he escaped to German-occupied Przemyśl, where, as he put it, his choices were to join the Ogranisation Todt (OT) or to be sent either to an internment camp or back to Soviet captivity. On December 28, he chose the OT.132 The interview notes do not detail his precise activities in the OT as a lieutenant (first grade) and engineer from December 1940 until April 1942.133 He described himself as posted in “many places in the Generalgouvernement [General Government]”134 from December 1940 until June 1941, including Przemyśl, Kraków, and Lwów. From June 1941 to April 1942, he was posted, as he put it, “in many places in” Ukraine.135 He told his interviewer that he became openly disenchanted with Nazism, and so Gestapo agents arrested him in April 1942 in Kharkiv, Ukraine, sending him to Berlin and then to Oranienburg.136 In thick red pencil, his interviewer underlined his time in the OT and wrote, “Collaborator.”137


  Yet, if one were to look only at his T/D file, one would never know he collaborated with the Nazi terror machine before he claimed to have been caught in its jaws himself. His T/D file contains nothing of his stint in the OT. Rather, it details his (uncorroborated) account of his time in the concentration camp system from April 1942 until April 1945.138 An alternate last name, “Stepanenko,” appears in the T/D file as well.139 He claimed to have been incarcerated in Oranienburg from April until late August 1942 and then in the punishment camp (Straflager) in the IG Farben Leuna-Werke in Saxony-Anhalt (August 22, 1942, to February 10, 1945); then he claimed to have been put to forced labor in fortification building near Saarbrücken (Saarland). According to his statement in his T/D file, he was liberated in Krauchenwies (Baden-Württemberg). In Caballero’s CM/1 form, his interviewer also underlined in thick red pencil Caballero’s admission that he had worked at the Leuna-Werke “as an engineer,” controlled, Caballero told his interviewer, “by the Gestapo” and living in the camp (Unterkunft im Lager).140 In 1956, still in Germany and living in Fried-richshafen am Bodensee, he requested admission to Canada. His CM/1 form does not indicate what became of his application, stating only that in response to a request for information, ITS staff sent his 1951 CM/1 form to the Canadian Government Immigration Mission on Redtenbacherstrasse 11 in Karlsruhe (Baden).141


  The utility of ITS-held documents to retrace the paths that those accused of war crimes took from Europe to welcoming shores worldwide reaches into our own day. Consider the case of Johann Breyer (1925–2014), born in the ethnic German farming village of Neuwalldorf, Czechoslovakia (now Nová Lesná, Slovakia). At the age of seventeen, as a member of the Waffen-SS, he performed guard duties in Buchenwald and Auschwitz.142 In 1952, he emigrated to the United States under section 12 of the 1948 DP Act, which was favorable to ethnic Germans.143 (See document 5.11.) The US Department of Justice Office of Special Investigations (today called the Human Rights and Special Prosecutions Section) first began to investigate Breyer in the early 1990s144 and filed a denaturalization action against him in 1992. For reasons not to be detailed here, the case did not succeed, and he remained in the United States. In 2013, the district court of Weiden, Germany, issued an arrest warrant for Breyer, and in June 2014, US federal officials arrested him at his home in Philadelphia. His death prevented his extradition to Germany to stand trial.


  ITS holdings reveal important details regarding Breyer’s path to the United States. We can begin to trace Breyer only as early as 1948.145 A list of “Czechs registered [as living] in Upper Austria out of camp” includes Breyer and his address as of October 1948: Gaumeberg 1 in Linz.146 He appears to have moved from there to the Neustadt an der Waldnaab district in Bavaria,147 then by February 1952 to Munich, where he registered at the Funkkaserne.148 Among those ethnic Germans supported by the Provisional Intergovernmental Committee for the Movement of Migrants from Europe (PICMME),149 he was able to leave Munich within a few months. As of April 1952, Breyer was one of ninety-nine migrants departing from Munich to Bremen by train on April 17, for emigration to the United States “via Bremen under the auspices of the PICMME and the German Liaison Office of the Resettlement Center Funkkaserne.”150


  Breyer then appears in the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM) correspondence and nominal rolls completed at Bremen-Grohn,151 which recorded transport by ship of approximately fourteen hundred ethnic Germans and DPs to New York Harbor on USAT General M. L. Hersey.152 Nominal rolls provide a wealth of information about each emigrant: first and last name, nationality, religion, marital status, sex, age, country of birth, occupation, sponsoring individual or agency, destination, length of stay in a DP camp, and zone of origin.153 For Breyer, then, as of May 3, 1952, this ITS-held nominal roll tells us that he was Czech, Protestant, single, male, age twenty-six, and born in Czechoslovakia; it lists his occupation as “factory laborer.” His sponsor was George A. Barry Jr. of 330 South Country Road, Crystal Lake, Illinois.154 Breyer is listed as having been in a DP camp for fifteen months in the American Zone.155 With the benefit of hindsight concerning Breyer’s wartime role as a teenage guard in two of the most notorious concentration and extermination camps of the Holocaust, interesting for us today is the wording of the certificates for ethnic Germans appearing at the end of the nominal roll.156


  CONCLUSION


  IRO workers must have been overwhelmed by cases in which World War II, the Holocaust, and a rapidly changing postwar political landscape, complete with the creation of entire new territories and countries, created dramatic difficulty for applicants. The IRO constitution was not written or equipped to account for nationalist movements in countries that struggled with independence or even existence for the first time in a world still awash with antisemitism, racism, nationalism, and xenophobia. As Ruth Balint notes, in this scenario, “the answers DPs gave to authorities and the testimonies and petitions they wrote were crafted for a certain purpose and a specific audience.” She adds, and examples in this chapter bear out, that “what people wrote was not necessarily the truth.”157


  But truths emerge nonetheless. These forms offer a snapshot of the zeitgeist of the first five to six years after one of the most cataclysmic wars the world has ever seen. The ITS holdings illustrate several broader, lesser-known themes. The first includes both the precarious position of Jews born in the Middle East during its remaking after World War II and the birth of Israel. More than a state, Israel was an idea long held in the Jewish imagination that caught fire in the wake of the Holocaust. As one IRO interviewer put it, the new state of Israel offered hope for “due protection.” Another theme is the presence of forced laborers not just from western, central, and eastern Europe but also from the Middle East and North and East Africa. While certainly a minority, they too formed a part of the history of Nazi forced and slave labor that should not be overlooked. On this score, this chapter hardly scratches the surface of what ITS-held documents offer the diligent researcher. Future students of the Nazi and Axis empires have here new and absorbing material. Another understudied area is that of poor, often illiterate, and frequently very young men and boys from French-occupied parts of Asia and Italian-occupied parts of North and East Africa, confronted with a choice between joining Axis forces or facing starvation or imprisonment. While Axis forces certainly used them ill, American and British forces offered them no protection on entering and then exiting Axis territories. One gets the sense that for such people, DP camps offered at least some relief and protection—temporarily. ITS-held documents do not reveal what happened to them after the DP system closed, and this deserves further attention.


  Unsurprisingly, ITS-held documents have much to tell us about collaborators—about their lies, about their excuses, about how they gamed the system and remained undetected for years and even decades. This very cursory sampling demonstrates that age and education impacted one’s choices: an illiterate East African teenager did not have the same options as an Argentinean-born, highly educated engineer. One could become caught up in menial and often dangerous frontline labor, fighting, or even guard duty; the latter was more likely to supervise slave laborers himself—or become one if he refused. Nor did education mean individuals made more selfless choices, as we see in the case of Valentin Antonio Caballero. Or was it Valentin Antonio Stepanenko?


  No systematic study exists of the reabsorption of the huge number of people identified as “not within the [IRO] mandate” on the grounds of collaboration. ITS-held documents are a gold mine for the researcher ready to take up this unsavory task. Nor should we take lightly one IRO interviewer’s comment regarding Munich-born Max Dünzl: he tried “to excuse himself for the lies told and lived. He [did] not feel ashamed.” There were millions of Max Dünzls, and they felt no remorse. The process of ferreting out collaborators also deserves further study, as the “first line of defense,” if you will, was usually a fellow DP interviewer. The interviewer’s own nationality and ethnicity, political and personal views and experiences, and material needs likely colored, at least to some degree, each and every interview. This too needs to be studied. How were interviewers chosen? Can we find patterns in specific interviewers’ recommendations? If so, what were the long-term implications for applicants and, ultimately, for a remade world absorbing them?


  Finally, and most striking of all, when the war ended, millions of uprooted people who had behaved in every possible human way, from the noblest to the basest, now had to try to get home and resume their lives. Nationalism, new political realities, flight westward from the Soviet Union, racism, antisemitism, and a host of other complicating factors meant that some would never return to their homelands. Many Nazis, like Max Dünzl, stayed right where they were and faded into “normal” postwar lives. Ironically, however, many of those they and their collaborators had persecuted so viciously stayed too, because no one else would take them in. The role of these last refugees and DPs, the “hard core” that no one wanted, a living and visible reminder to the postwar German conscience, is a story that needs telling.
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  Teganie Waldemariam Register 23.81/6


  Fraschette    April 7, 1948


  I was in the Royal Navy from the 1st of January 1937 until 1940. After imprisonment by the English until 1941 in a prison camp in Sudan, I remained in Massawa (city in Eritrea) where I worked at the harbor. During the war, I lost my entire family. On March 3, 1948, I secretly embarked aboard the ship “Carbonnella” and disembarked in Venice on March 21, 1948, where I was immediately imprisoned in the Fraschette camp.


  I am asking this commission (permission) to remain in Italy or else to emigrate to South America.


  Thanks in anticipation


  Teganie
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  A. says he is an Argentine citizen, born on August 12, 1908, in Buenos Aires, married since 1935, by profession a chemical engineer with a university degree, with identification papers from the German Red Cross, issued on April 17, 1951, in Heidelberg.


  He left Argentina as early as 1918, when he went with the family of his foster father, with proper travel documents, to Poland, where his foster father had received an inheritance in Lemberg. Thus they all remained in Poland as Argentine citizens until 1939, and A. studied in the meantime at the university in Prague from 1929 to 1935. During the Soviet occupation in 1939, he was expelled from Lemberg as a “capitalist” and sent eastward (see 11), but in December 1940 he managed to flee across the border into the German-occupied region of Przemyśl. He then joined OT [Organisation Todt] as an engineer—because he had only the choice between an internment camp and being sent back. In OT, he had the rank of lieutenant (first rank) and wore the OT uniform. He was a member of this organization until April 1942 and was soon very disappointed in Nazi policy. He expressed his opinion and therefore, in April 1942, was arrested and sent to the Oranienburg concentration camp—until August 1942. Then he was sent for labor deployment and assigned to the Leuna Works in Merseburg near Leipzig, as an engineer, until February 1945. He was under Gestapo control and lived in quarters in the camp. In February 1945, he was sent to Saarbrücken to work on trenches until April 1945. Then he went to Konstanz. Until October 1949, he lived in the French zone.


  Throughout the entire time, to this day, he has been an Argentine citizen. After the end of the war


  Continuation follows—9—


  [Notes in left margin]


  [In English] Collaborator


  [In German] Corroborated by 1) confirmation by the firm Usine—Leuna, February 10, 1945, in a photocopy of the translation, and 2) confirmation by the French army, June 1, 1945 (copy)
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    APPENDIX : THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE HOLDINGS BY SUBUNIT

  


  FOR a complete list and description of all items contained within appendix, please refer to the “General Inventory” on the International Tracing Service (ITS) website (www.its-arolsen.org/en/archives/collections/general-inventory/index.html).


  0. Global Finding Aids


  0 consists of three units (0.1 through 0.3) including the Central Name Index (58,427,102 digital documents); the inventory card file War Time Documents, 1945–1951 (37,876 digital documents); and partial carding of archival unit 2.1.1.1 (3,084 digital documents).


  1.   Incarceration and Persecution


  1.1   Camps and Ghettos


  1.1.0   General Issues


  1.1.0 consists of seven units (1.1.0.1 through 1.1.0.7) relating to the Wirt-schafts- und Verwaltungshauptamt (SS-Business Administration Main Office) (3,271 digital documents); the Reichssicherheitshauptamt (Reich Security Main Office) (3,357 digital documents); so-called work reeducation camps (414 digital documents); Nazi extermination policy (1,756 digital documents); the “Night and Fog” decree (221 digital documents); and general correspondence relating to sites of persecution (approximately 16,838 digital documents).


  1.1.1   Police Transit Camp Amersfoort


  1.1.1 consists of three units subdivided into list material (32 digital documents); individual documents (105,311 digital documents); and a number index (26,366 digital documents).


  1.1.2   Concentration and Extermination Camp Auschwitz


  1.1.2 consists of three units (1.1.2.0 through 1.1.2.5) subdivided into general information (4,947 digital documents); list material (145,612 digital documents); and a number index (562,425 digital documents).


  1.1.3   Concentration Camp Bergen-Belsen


  1.1.3 consists of four units (1.1.3.0 through 1.1.3.6) subdivided into general information (388 digital documents); list material (8,150 digital documents); a number index (8,816 digital documents); and prisoners’ cards without names (730 digital documents).


  1.1.4   Transit Camp Breendonk


  1.1.4 consists of three units (1.1.4.0 through 1.1.4.5) subdivided into general information (517 digital documents); list material (198 digital documents); and a number index (197 digital documents).


  1.1.5   Concentration Camp Buchenwald


  1.1.5 consists of ten units (1.1.5.0 through 1.1.5.10) subdivided into general information (24,268 digital documents); list material (137,013 digital documents); individual documents relating to male prisoners (2,134,375 digital documents); individual documents relating to female prisoners (264,103 digital documents); a number index (1,737,305 digital documents); prisoners’ cards without names (15,729 digital documents); a number and name index for male prisoners (283,687 digital documents); a number and name index for female prisoners (54,183 digital documents); employment cards (26,862 digital documents); and a registry of prisoner numbers (1,620 digital documents).


  1.1.6   Concentration Camp Dachau


  1.1.6 consists of nine units (1.1.6.0 through 1.1.6.10) subdivided into general information (18,152 digital documents); list material (64,819 digital documents); individual documents (444,338 digital documents); a number index (217,658 digital documents); prisoners’ cards without names (3,685 digital documents); camp registration office cards (187,635 digital documents); the so-called Messerschmittkartei card file (4,612 digital documents); a malaria card file (694 digital documents); and hospital files (50,578 digital documents).


  1.1.7   Concentration Camp Esterwegen


  1.1.7 Consists of one unit (1.1.7.1) of list material (10 digital documents).


  1.1.8   Concentration Camp Flossenbürg


  1.1.8 consists of six units (1.1.8.0 through 1.1.8.6) including documents related to general information (3,278 digital documents); list material (16,811 digital documents); individual documents relating to males (244,263 digital documents); individual documents relating to females (38,868 digital documents); a number index (68,868 digital documents); and prisoners’ cards without names (16,606 digital documents).


  1.1.9   Camps in France


  1.1.9 consists of seven units (1.1.9.1 through 1.1.9.13) including documents related to list material (6,689 digital documents); an index card file from Drancy (1 digital document); list material from Drancy (3,998 digital documents); list material from Beaune-la-Rolande, Pithiviers (612 digital documents); list material from Gurs (390 digital documents); list material from Montluc (Lyon) (21 digital documents); and list material from Rivesaltes (272 digital documents).


  1.1.10   Labor Education Camp Grossbeeren


  1.1.10 consists of one unit (1.1.10.1) including documents related to list material (54 digital documents).


  1.1.11   Concentration Camp Gross-Rosen


  1.1.11 consists of five units (1.1.11.0 through 1.1.11.7) including documents related to general information (1,342 digital documents); list material (26,248 digital documents); a number index (165,868 digital documents); prisoners’ cards without names (7,218 digital documents); and hospital cards (340 digital documents).


  1.1.12   Concentration Camp Herzogenbusch-Vught


  1.1.12 consists of four units (1.1.12.0 through 1.1.12.5) including documents related to general information (107 digital documents); list material (582 digital documents); individual documents (97,380 digital documents); and a number index (21,198 digital documents).


  1.1.13   Special SS Camp Hinzert


  1.1.13 consists of four units (1.1.13.0 through 1.1.13.5) including documents related to general information (2,189 digital documents); list material (365 digital documents); individual documents (8,940 digital documents); and a number index (573 digital documents).


  1.1.14   Camps in Italy and Albania


  1.1.14 consists of two units (1.1.14.1 and 1.1.14.6) including documents related to list material (2,536 digital documents) and an Italian card file (16,399 digital documents).


  1.1.15   Camps in Yugoslavia


  1.1.15 consists of one unit (1.1.15.1) including documents related to list material from Yugoslavia (199 digital documents).


  1.1.16   Concentration Camp Kislau


  1.1.16 consists of two units (1.1.16.0 and 1.1.16.1) including documents related to general information (1,338 digital documents) and list material (1,722 digital documents).


  1.1.17   Concentration Camp Klooga (Vaivara)


  1.1.17 consists of three units (1.1.17.1 through 1.1.17.5) including documents related to list material (106 digital documents); individual documents (6,471 digital documents); and a number index (1,752 digital documents).


  1.1.18   Ghetto Kauen (Kaunas, Kowno)


  1.1.18 consists of two units (1.1.18.1 and 1.1.18.5) including documents related to list material (134 digital documents) and a number index (575 digital documents).


  1.1.19   Concentration Camp Cracow-Plaszow


  1.1.19 consists of three units (1.1.19.0 through 1.1.19.5) including documents related to general information (147 digital documents); list material (509 digital documents); and a number index (2,625 digital documents).


  1.1.20   Concentration Camp Lichtenburg


  1.1.20 consists of three units (1.1.20.0 through 1.1.20.5) including documents related to general information (194 digital documents); list material (576 digital documents); and a number index (625 digital documents).


  1.1.21   Labor Education Camp Liebenau


  1.1.21 consists of one unit (1.1.21.6) including documents related to prisoners’ cards (670 digital documents).


  1.1.22   Ghetto Litzmannstadt (Łódź)


  1.1.22 consists of two units (1.1.22.0 and 1.1.22.1) including documents related to general information on the Litzmannstadt ghetto and detention camp for Polish adolescents (387 digital documents) and list material (2,877 digital documents).


  1.1.23   Concentration Camp Lublin (Majdanek)


  1.1.23 consists of five units (1.1.23.0 through 1.1.23.7) including documents related to general information (361 digital documents); list material (2,820 digital documents); individual documents (28,125 digital documents); a number index (32,766 digital documents); and a memorial book (421 digital documents).


  1.1.24   SS Deportation Camp Mechelen (Malines)


  1.1.24 consists of one unit (1.1.24.1) including documents related to list material (8,519 digital documents).


  1.1.25   Concentration Camp Mauritius


  1.1.25 consists of one unit (1.1.25.1) including documents related to list material (44 digital documents).


  1.1.26   Concentration Camp Mauthausen


  1.1.26 consists of seven units (1.1.26.0 through 1.1.26.7) including documents related to general information (2,988 digital documents); list material (46,662 digital documents); individual documents relating to males (541,463 digital documents); individual documents relating to females (18,015 digital documents); a number index (622,378 digital documents); prisoners’ cards without names (26,796 digital documents); and war crime investigations (1,854 digital documents).


  1.1.27   Concentration Camp Mittelbau (Dora)


  1.1.27 consists of four units (1.1.27.0 through 1.1.27.5) including documents related to general information (1,161 digital documents); list material (11,432 digital documents); individual documents (221,925 digital documents); and a number index (358,332 digital documents).


  1.1.28   Concentration Camp Moringen


  1.1.28 consists of two units (1.1.28.0 and 1.1.28.1) including documents related to general information (998 digital documents) and list material (6,078 digital documents).


  1.1.29   Concentration Camp Natzweiler (Struthof)


  1.1.29 consists of five units (1.1.29.0 through 1.1.29.6) including documents related to general information (7,755 digital documents); list material (12,524 digital documents); individual documents (111,091 digital documents); a number index (129,800 digital documents); and prisoners’ cards without names (11,671 digital documents).


  1.1.30   Concentration Camp Neuengamme


  1.1.30 consists of seven units (1.1.30.0 through 1.1.30.8) including documents related to general information (15,477 digital documents); list material (14,661 digital documents); individual documents (65,279 digital documents); a number index (117,973 digital documents); cards without names (28,484 digital documents); a card file of deceased persons (25,606 digital documents); and a so-called Bad Nenndorf card file (1,226 digital documents).


  1.1.31   Concentration Camp Niederhagen (Wewelsburg)


  1.1.31 consists of four units (1.1.31.0 through 1.1.31.5) including documents related to general information (106 digital documents); list material (152 digital documents); individual documents (13,751 digital documents); and a number index (3,518 digital documents).


  1.1.32   Camps in Norway


  1.1.32 consists of one unit (1.1.32.1) including documents related to list material (11 digital documents).


  1.1.33   Concentration Camp Oranienburg


  1.1.33 consists of one unit (1.1.33.1) including documents related to list material (21,999 digital documents).


  1.1.34   “Emsland” Camps (Papenburg)


  1.1.34 consists of two units (1.1.34.0 through 1.1.34.1) including documents related to general information on prisoner of war camps in the “Emsland” (2,615 digital documents) and list material from Papenburg (56,891 digital documents).


  1.1.35   Concentration Camp Ravensbrück


  1.1.35 consists of five units (1.1.35.0 through 1.1.35.6) including documents related to general information (674 digital documents); list material (9,338 digital documents); individual documents (28,047 digital documents); a number index (262,812 digital documents); and prisoners’ cards without names (6,770 digital documents).


  1.1.36   Concentration Camp Riga (Kaiserwald)


  1.1.36 consists of two units (1.1.36.1 and 1.1.36.5) including documents related to list material (131 digital documents) and a number index (341 digital documents).


  1.1.37   Concentration Camp Sachsenburg


  1.1.37 consists of three units (1.1.37.0 through 1.1.37.5) including documents related to general information (593 digital documents); list material (5,903 digital documents); and a number index (2,683 digital documents).


  1.1.38   Concentration Camp Sachsenhausen


  1.1.38 consists of four units (1.1.38.0 through 1.1.38.6) including documents related to general information (2,345 digital documents); list material (61,683 digital documents); a number index (240,103 digital documents); and prisoners’ cards without names (17,106 digital documents).


  1.1.39   Reception Camp Sandbostel


  1.1.39 consists of one unit (1.1.39.1) including documents related to list material (518 digital documents).


  1.1.40   Concentration Camp Schirmeck-Vorbruck


  1.1.40 consists of two units (1.1.40.0 through 1.1.40.1) including documents related to general information (79 digital documents) and list material (1,023 digital documents).


  1.1.41   Concentration Camp Stutthof


  1.1.41 consists of five units (1.1.41.0 through 1.1.41.6) including documents related to general information (1,458 digital documents); list material (11,425 digital documents); individual documents (289,388 digital documents); a number index (238,179 digital documents); and prisoners’ cards without names (18,145 digital documents).


  1.1.42   Ghetto Theresienstadt


  1.1.42 consists of five units (1.1.42.0 through 1.1.42.7) including documents related to general information (85 digital documents); list material (5,494 digital documents); a card file (177,478 digital documents); a memorial book (899 digital documents); and postwar documents (5,844 digital documents).


  1.1.43   Extermination Camp Treblinka


  1.1.43 consists of one unit (1.1.43.1) including documents related to list material (14 digital documents).


  1.1.44   Ghetto and Concentration Camp Warsaw


  1.1.44 consists of two units (1.1.44.0 through 1.1.44.1) including documents related to general information (76 digital documents) and list material (12 digital documents).


  1.1.45   Concentration Camp Welzheim


  1.1.45 consists of one unit (1.1.45.1) including documents related to list material (179 digital documents).


  1.1.46   Reception Camp Westerbork


  1.1.46 consists of two units (1.1.46.1 and 1.1.46.7) including documents related to list material (10,537 digital documents) and copies of transport lists (2,269 digital documents).


  1.1.47   Various Camps


  1.1.47 consists of four units (1.1.47.0 through 1.1.47.9) including documents related to general information (1,576 digital documents); list material (28,705 digital documents); a postwar compilation of Buchenwald-related documents (78,193 digital documents); and a catalogue of concentration camp cemeteries (449 digital documents).


  1.1.48   Concentration Camp Bad Sulza


  1.1.48 consists of one unit (1.1.48.1) including documents related to list material (41 digital documents).


  1.1.49   Concentration Camp Colditz


  1.1.49 consists of one unit (1.1.49.1) including documents related to list material (420 digital documents).


  1.1.50   Protective Custody Camp Hohnstein


  1.1.50 consists of two units (1.1.50.0 and 1.1.50.1) including documents related to general information (42 digital documents) and list material (428 digital documents).


  1.1.51   Concentration Camp Sonnenburg


  1.1.51 consists of one unit (1.1.51.1) including documents related to list material (19 digital documents).


  1.1.52   Concentration Camp “Columbia-Haus,” Berlin-Tempelhof


  1.1.52 consists of one unit (1.1.52.0) including documents related to general information (45 digital documents).


  1.1.53   Concentration Camp Eutin


  1.1.53 consists of one unit (1.1.53.0) including documents related to general information (87 digital documents).


  1.1.54   Concentration Camp Heinersdorf


  1.1.54 consists of one unit (1.1.54.0) including documents related to general information (5 digital documents).


  1.1.55   Concentration Camp Heuberg


  1.1.55 consists of one unit (1.1.55.0) including documents related to general information (9 digital documents).


  1.1.56   Concentration Camp Kemna


  1.1.56 consists of one unit (1.1.56.0) including documents related to general information (119 digital documents).


  1.1.57   Concentration Camp Kuhlen


  1.1.57 consists of one unit (1.1.57.0) including documents related to general information (12 digital documents).


  1.1.58   Concentration Camp Osthofen


  1.1.58 consists of one unit (1.1.58.0) including documents related to general information (11 digital documents).


  1.1.59   Concentration Camp Rosslau


  1.1.59 consists of one unit (1.1.59.0) including documents related to general information (7 digital documents).


  1.1.60   Concentration Camp Wittmoor


  1.1.60 consists of one unit (1.1.60.0) including documents related to general information (54 digital documents).


  1.1.61   Children’s Detention and Education Camp Lebrechtsdorf


  1.1.61 consists of one unit (1.1.61.0) including documents related to general information (145 digital documents).


  1.2   Miscellaneous


  1.2.1   Transports


  1.2.1 consists of four units (1.2.1.1 through 1.2.1.4) including documents related to Gestapo transport lists (32,972 digital documents); an American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (AJDC) Berlin card file (44,632 digital documents); reference lists of transports (531 digital documents); and a card file of Berlin transports to the east (5,036 digital documents).


  1.2.2   Prisons


  1.2.2 consists of nine units (1.2.2.0 through 1.2.2.10) including documents related to general information (9,029 digital documents); list material (958,001 digital documents); a Gestapo Berlin card file (1,384 digital documents); a Bonn Prison card file (4,563 digital documents); a Butzbach Prison card file (2,426 digital documents); a Darmstadt Prison card file (2,270 digital documents); a Jauer [now Jawor, Poland] Women’s Jail card file (1,239 digital documents); a Recklinghausen Court Prison card file (2,276 digital documents); and a Ziegenhain Jail card file (20,752 digital documents).


  1.2.3   Gestapo


  1.2.3 consists of fifteen units (1.2.3.0 through 1.2.3.14) including documents related to files of and information on the Gestapo (2,922 digital documents); a Frankfurt card file (137,607 digital documents); a Hamburg card file (7,151 digital documents); a Koblenz card file (101,278 digital documents); a Lenne card file (384 digital documents); a Luxembourg card file (1,160 digital documents); a Münster card file (525 digital documents); a Neustadt card file (57,797 digital documents); an Osnabrück card file (56,359 digital documents); a Trier card file (140 digital documents); a Wiesbaden card file (1,466 digital documents); a collection of Würzburg individual documents for German Jews (19,166 digital documents); a collection of Würzburg files (101,883 digital documents); a collection from Luxembourg, containing a subsection of the Diekirch card file (759 digital documents); and files from the Gestapo in Düsseldorf (2,949 digital documents).


  1.2.4   Various Organizations


  1.2.4 consists of three units (1.1.4.1 through 1.1.4.3) including documents related to the so-called Reichsvereinigung der Juden card file (32,270 digital documents); a Dutch wartime card file of Jews (167,023 digital documents); and a Service Watson card file (2,139 digital documents).


  1.2.5   Postwar Compilations


  1.2.5 consists of one unit (1.2.5.1) including documents related to local lists of Jewish residents (5,537 digital documents).


  1.2.6   Archival References


  1.2.6 consists of three units (1.2.6.1 through 1.2.6.3) including documents related to the national archive of Düsseldorf (6,120 digital documents); collections from various archives (1,242 digital documents); and collections from the Regional Finance Office of Cologne (478 digital documents).


  1.2.7   Persecution Actions Outside of the German Reich


  1.2.7 consists of twenty-six units (1.2.7.1 through 1.2.7.26) including documents related to the persecution of Jews in general (2,138 digital documents); the persecution of Polish Jews in newspaper cuttings (1,312 digital documents); the persecution actions in the “occupied Eastern territory” in general (1,035 digital documents), in the Baltic states (2,527 digital documents), in Ukraine (948 digital documents), in the former USSR (1,736 digital documents), in the General Government as a part of former Poland (10,071 digital documents), in the General Government within the District of Galicia (2,190 digital documents), in Reichsgau Wartheland as part of former Poland (1,067 digital documents), in Reichsgau Danzig as part of western Prussia (1,066 digital documents), in the territory of the Reich (1,956 digital documents), in District Białystok (299 digital documents), in Austria (452 digital documents), in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and in the Sudetenland (1,098 digital documents), in Hungary (879 digital documents), in Slovakia (376 digital documents), in Alsace and Lorraine (637 digital documents), in France and Monaco (4,000 digital documents), in the Benelux countries (2,511 digital documents), in the former USSR (3,002 digital documents), in North African states (117 digital documents), in Denmark and Norway (1,798 digital documents), in Serbia (2,414 digital documents), in Romania and Bulgaria (1,003 digital documents), and in Greece, Italy, and Spain (671 digital documents); and persecution actions directed against “gypsies” (218 digital documents).


  1.2.8   Court-Martial Proceedings (17,905 digital documents)


  2.   Registration of Foreigners and German Persecutees by Public Institutions, Insurance Companies, and Firms (1939–1947)


  2.1   Implementation of Allied Forces’ Orders to List All Foreigners and German Persecutees, and Related Documents


  2.1.1   American Zone of Occupation in Germany


  2.1.1 consists of three units (2.1.1.1 through 2.1.1.3) including documents related to the lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons within the American Zone of Bavaria and Hesse who were considered adults (701,609 digital documents); within the American Zone of Bavaria, Württemberg-Baden, and Bremen (115,419 digital documents); and within the American Zone of Bavaria and Hesse who were considered children (31,870 digital documents).


  2.1.2   British Zone of Occupation in Germany


  2.1.2 consists of one unit (2.1.2.1) including documents relating to the lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons within the British Zone (248,731 digital documents).


  2.1.3   French Zone of Occupation in Germany


  2.1.3 consists of two units (2.1.3.1 and 2.1.3.2) including documents relating to the lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons within the French Zone (56,118 digital documents) and hospital files (79,106 digital documents).


  2.1.4   Soviet Zone of Occupation in Germany


  2.1.4 consists of four units (2.1.4.1 through 2.1.4.4) including documents relating to the lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons within the Soviet Zone pt. 1 (38,332 digital documents) and pt. 2 (196,907 digital documents); the lists of patients in hospitals (373 digital documents); and hospital files (39,872 digital documents).


  2.1.5   Berlin, All Sectors


  2.1.5 consists of three units (2.1.5.1 through 2.1.5.3) including documents relating to the lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons within Berlin (33,970 digital documents); the lists of patients in hospitals (14 digital documents); and the hospital files (57,943 digital documents).


  2.1.6   Austria, All Zones of Occupation


  2.1.6 consists of one unit (2.1.6.1) including documents relating to the lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons within Austria (18,854 digital documents).


  2.1.7   Other Countries


  2.1.7 consists of five units (2.1.7.1 through 2.1.7.5) including documents relating to the lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons from those parts of Poland that had been territory of the German Reich until 1945 (9,504 digital documents); from those parts of Russia that had been territory of the German Reich until 1945 (164 digital documents); interned by German administration in Czechoslovakia (1,002 digital documents); interned by German administration in Yugoslavia (704 digital documents); and interned by German administration in various other countries (885 digital documents).


  2.1.8   Various and Unknown Zones


  2.1.8 consists of two units (2.1.8.1 and 2.1.8.2) including documents relating to lists of all persons of the Allied nations and other foreigners, German Jews, and stateless persons within various zones (1,592 digital documents) and within unknown zones (13,304 digital documents).


  2.2   Documents on the Registration of Foreigners and the Employment of Forced Laborers, 1939–1945


  2.2.0   Forced Labor


  2.2.0 consists of two units (2.2.0.1 and 2.2.0.2) including documents relating to correspondence and records (57,579 digital documents) and individual companies (5,677 digital documents).


  2.2.1   Generalbauinspektor für die Reichshauptstadt


  2.2.1 consists of three units (2.2.1.0 through 2.2.1.2) including documents relating to correspondence and records on foreign workers (524 digital documents); files with names of civilian foreign workers (3,143 digital documents); and lists concerning the payment of wages to foreign workers of the “Baustab Speer” in Berlin (4,077 digital documents).


  2.2.2   Various Public Administrations and Companies (Documents Related to Single Persons)


  2.2.2 consists of ten units (2.2.2.1 through 2.2.2.10) including documents relating to a wartime card file containing registration cards, employees’ record books, and individual correspondence (6,282,692 digital documents); official marriage and death certificates for the western zones (232,255 digital documents); birth certificates from the Child Tracing Branch (156,051 digital documents); death certificates of children from the Child Tracing Branch (32,383 digital documents); official marriage and death certificates for the Soviet Zone pt. 1 (18,654 digital documents) and pt. 2 (3,298 digital documents); official certificates obtained from the national archive Leipzig (1,280 digital documents); official marriage and death certificates obtained from the Russian Red Cross (29,410 digital documents); lists of unknown dead, compiled mostly from certificates without names (6,366 digital documents); and registration data of medical insurance plans in Osterode (30,252 digital documents).


  2.2.3   Organisation Todt


  2.2.3 consists of four units (2.2.3.0 through 2.2.3.3) including documents relating to general information (4,844 digital documents); a card file (23,264 digital documents); lists of employment in Norway (1,989 digital documents); and lists of employment in Germany (185 digital documents).


  2.2.4   Employment Office Warsaw


  2.2.4 consists of one unit (2.2.4.1) including documents relating to the lists of the Warsaw employment office concerning Polish forced agricultural laborers in Germany (19,410 digital documents).


  2.2.5   Prisoners of War


  2.2.5 consists of three units (2.2.5.1 through 2.2.5.3) including documents relating to administration in connection with POWs (936 digital documents); deceased POWs (1,211 digital documents); and POW camps (840 digital documents)


  2.3   Postwar Evaluations of Various Organizations


  2.3.1   Amt für die Erfassung der Kriegsopfer (Berlin)


  2.3.1 consists of two units (2.3.1.1 and 2.3.1.2) including documents relating to correspondence and lists of names from the Office for the Registration of War Victims (2,662 digital documents) and a card file of the Office for the Registration of War Victims (68,012 digital documents).


  2.3.2   Deutsche Dienststelle (Wehrmachtsauskunftstelle für Kriegerverluste und Kriegsgefangene [WASt, German Armed Forces Information Office for War Losses and Prisoners of War])


  2.3.2 consists of two units (2.3.2.1 and 2.3.2.2) including documents relating to lists of graves of Soviet nationals obtained from the WASt (3,685 digital documents) and lists of graves of Soviet nationals obtained from the Russian Red Cross, Moscow (7,174 digital documents).


  2.3.3   Haut-Commissariat de la République Française en Allemagne


  2.3.3 consists of five units (2.3.3.1 through 2.3.3.5) including documents relating to a card file of persecutees in the later French Zone and of French persecutees in other areas (672,522 digital documents); a card file of persecutees treated in hospitals in the territory of the later French Zone (107,031 digital documents); a card file of deceased persecutees (78,454 digital documents); a card file of the French Liaison Office in Berlin (284,421 digital documents); and a French catalogue of concentration and forced labor camps in Germany and German-occupied territory (643 digital documents).


  2.3.4   Miscellaneous


  2.3.4 consists of one unit (2.3.4.1) including documents relating to registration of former persecutees by various tracing bureaus from 1945 to 1946 (2,939 digital documents).


  2.3.5   Kingdom of Belgium Ministries


  2.3.5 consists of one unit (2.3.5.1) including documents relating to a Belgian catalogue of concentration and forced labor camps in Germany and German-occupied territory (13,101 digital documents).


  2.3.6   Kingdom of the Netherlands Ministries


  2.3.6 consists of one unit (2.3.6.1) including documents related to a Dutch catalogue of concentration and forced labor camps in Germany and German-occupied territory (4,657 digital documents).


  3.   Registrations and Files of Displaced Persons, Children, and Missing Persons


  3.1   Evidence of Abode and Emigration


  3.1.1   Registration and Care of DPs inside and outside Camps


  3.1.1 consists of ten units (3.1.1.0 through 3.1.1.9) including documents relating to general information: camps, correspondence, service regulations (3,252 digital documents); a displaced person registration record card file (3,440,058 digital documents); the DP registration lists for DP camps (102,916 digital documents); the registration of liberated former persecutees at various locations (55,031 digital documents); the registration of former persecutees deceased at various locations, predominantly after the war (456 digital documents); index cards of the Central Location Index (1,014 digital documents); a card file of refugees in Stade (674 digital documents); registrations in Denmark (29,029 digital documents); registrations in Italy (5,542 digital documents); and registrations in England (197,983 digital documents).


  3.1.3   Emigration


  3.1.3 consists of two units (3.1.3.1 and 3.1.3.2) including documents related to an AJDC Paris emigration card file (30,266 digital documents) and the passenger lists and further compilations regarding emigrated persons (149,193 digital documents).


  3.2   Relief Programs of Various Organizations


  3.2.1   International Refugee Organization “Care and Maintenance” Program


  3.2.1 consists of six units (3.2.1.1 through 3.2.1.6) including documents related to International Refugee Organization (IRO) care and maintenance—welfare and support (CM/1) form files originating in Germany (1,111,760 digital documents), Italy (246,025 digital documents), Austria (341,414 digital documents), and Switzerland (357,946 digital documents); CM/1 opposition proceedings from the IRO Bureau in Geneva (60,670 digital documents); CM/1 files originating in England (48,993 digital documents).


  3.2.2   Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration. 3.2.2 consists of one unit (3.2.2.1) including documents related to ICEM files. (130,801 digital documents)


  3.2.3   United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees


  3.2.3 consists of three units (3.2.3.0 through 3.2.3.2) including documents related to correspondence and evaluations in connection with United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Hong Kong files (1,093 digital documents); UNHCR files (64,069 digital documents); and files of UNHCR Hong Kong (90,608 digital documents).


  3.3   Child Tracing Branch


  3.3.1   The Limited Registration Plan


  3.3.1 consists of four units (3.3.1.1 through 3.3.1.4) including documents related to Limited Registration Plan (LRP) investigation results (55,066 digital documents); Hollerith cards of the LRP (669,978 digital documents); evaluation of Hollerith cards by dates of birth (6,782 digital documents); and various evaluations of Hollerith cards (679 digital documents).


  3.3.2   Material Used for Tracing Work


  3.3.2 consists of four units (3.3.2.1 through 3.3.2.4) including documents related to correspondence (37,590 digital documents); individual documents related to child tracing (1,366 digital documents); a child tracing index file (154,042 digital documents); and a card file of foundlings sorted by location (3,742 digital documents)


  4.   Special Nazi Party Organizations and Actions


  4.1   Lebensborn e.V.


  4.1 consists of three units (4.1.0 through 4.1.2) including documents related to files of institutions of the Lebensborn e.V. (35,530 digital documents); a Lebensborn card file (7,929 digital documents); and lists of the Child Tracing Branch (3,035 digital documents)


  4.2   Medical Experiments and “Euthanasia” (7,211 digital documents)


  5.   Miscellaneous


  5.1   Nazi Trials (33,889 digital documents)


  5.3   Death Marches/Identification of Unknown Dead (Investigations of the Allies, Routes, Identification of Unknown Dead, etc.)


  5.3 consists of six units (5.3.1 through 5.3.6) including documents related to investigations of the Allies (5,785 digital documents); attempted identifications (16,123 digital documents); death marches and identification of unknown deceased individuals (13,425 digital documents); cartographical material from investigations (1 digital document); grave investigations/cemetery maps (7,513 digital documents); and a card file of death march locations (3,437 digital documents).


  6.   Records of the ITS and Its Predecessors


  6.1   Administration and Organization


  6.1 consists of two units (6.1.1 and 6.1.2) including documents related to predecessor organizations (31,519 digital documents) and the child tracing service under the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration and IRO (5,938 digital documents).


  6.2   Information Material


  6.2 consists of one unit (6.2.1) including documents related to compensation paid by the Federal Republic of Germany (541 digital documents).


  6.3   Inquiry Processing


  6.3.1   Searching for Missing Persons


  6.3.1 consists of two units (6.3.1.1 and 6.3.1.2) including documents related to tracing inquiries from 1945 to 1946 (715,016 digital documents) and search lists (1,053 digital documents).


  6.3.2   Case Files of the Child Tracing Branch, 1947–1951


  6.3.2 consists of two units (6.3.2.1 and 6.3.2.2) including documents related to files of children identified by name (455,629 digital documents) and the Child Tracing Branch’s files of foundlings (1,447 digital documents).


  6.3.3   ITS Case Files as of 1947


  6.3.3 consists of three units (6.3.3.2 through 6.3.3.4) including documents related to repository of tracing and documentation (T/D) cases (9,419,440 digital documents); deposit of inquiries filed under a Briefnummer (945,176 digital documents); and inquiries related to Stiftung “Erinnerung, Verantwortung und Zukunft” (Foundation “Remembrance, Responsibility, and Futures”) compensation efforts (1,133,559 digital documents).


  10.   Documentary Fonds of the Archival Management Section


  10.1   Security Films


  10.1 consists of two units (10.1.1 and 10.1.2) including films (1,767 films, 35 negatives) and fiche (45,727 fiches).


  10.2   Microfilms (6,092 films, 60 glass tops, 1 file with negatives, 109 envelopes with negatives, 1 envelope with negative and positive photos)


  10.3   Microfiche (5,571 fiches, 15 cardboard boxes, 77 boxes)


  10.4   Disks (65 disks)


  10.5   CDs and DVDs (616 CDs/DVDs)


  10.6   Special Depot


  10.6 consists of fifty-one units (10.6.1 through 10.6.51) including documents, correspondence, personal items, and media related to twenty-four specific concentration and forced labor camps; lists of extracts and photocopies sent to Belgian, French, Italian, Luxembourgian, and Dutch National Tracing Bureaus; transports from Gestapo areas in various cities in Germany; non-inventoried documents held in original form from six concentration camps; locations and cemeteries of deceased Soviet nationals; Group P.P.; Records Library; Service Watson; activity reports of the ITS; files for exchange with the Auschwitz State Museum; register of arriving and departing collective transports; foreign records seized; old films; escapees; a Messerschmitt index; Drancy; Montluc; Information Bureau of the Netherlands Red Cross; an inventory; files relating to Italians; circular letters distributed by the United Restitution Organization; a permanent index of dead persons; and miscellaneous holdings (59 archival boxes, 2 archival files, 26 pads, 1 stitched booklet, 17 spools of film, 72 sheets, 31 cardboard boxes, 142 books, 41 boxes, 61 briefcases, 1,161 folders total). For a complete list of units, please refer to the “General Inventory” on the ITS website (www.its-arolsen.org/en/archives/collections/general-inventory/index.html).


  10.7   Finding Aids, Help Card Files, Labor Card Files, Papers


  10.7 consists of 163 units (10.7.1 through 10.7.163) including documents and media related to various card indexes for concentration camps, prisoners, places, inventory, addresses, birthdays, DPs, civilians, and other wartime information; preparatory work for catalogues of prisons; reports concerning hostilities, evacuation, transports, and DPs; ITS history, postwar concentration camp evaluations by Allied forces, Nazi experiments, “Gypsy” treatment, ghetto locations, and other assorted wartime information; prison catalogues and information; finding aids in the form of various help card files, guides to German records, photographs of office buildings and war information, archival fonds, lists of prisoner numbers and other finding-aid information (1 archival file, 1pad, 36 sheets, 68 envelopes, 4 photographs, 4 plates, 11 posters, 267 boxes, 484 stitched booklets, 116 books, 12,697 briefcases, 389 folders total). For a complete list of units, please refer to the “General Inventory” on the ITS website (www.its-arolsen.org/en/archives/collections/general-inventory/index.html).


  10.8   Liaison Missions


  10.8 consists of four units (10.8.1 through 10.8.4) including documents related to liaison missions in Belgium (7 archive boxes, 3 cards, 9 folders); Italy (7 books, 1 cardboard box, 354 folders); Israel (2 briefcases); and France (22 brochures, 11 books, 140,000 cards, 1,263 folders).


  10.9   Documents Not Yet Inventoried


  10.9 consists of two units (10.9.1 and 10.9.2) including nonpersonal documents (883 sheets, 12 boxes, 6 stitched booklets, 7 card-board boxes, 4 boxes, 24 briefcases, 190 folders, 2 plates) and personal documents (18 work cards, 11 archive cardboard boxes, 2 archive files, 18,435 sheets, 1 wallet, 278 books, 670 CDs/DVDs, 7 disks, 3,500 fiches, 2,498 films, 85 photos, 540 cardboard boxes, 22 boxes, 4 briefcases, 12 metal plates).


  10.10   Personal Effects


  10.10 consists of two units (10.10.1 and 10.10.2) including documents related to correspondence on personal effects (19 archive boxes, 4 folders) and personal effects (3,306 envelopes).


  10.11   File Deposit of HIST and “Sachnummern” (item code numbers: the reference codes of the nonpersonal documents) (14 books, 19 boxes, 31 briefcases, 443 folders)


  10.12   Documents That Do Not Fall within the ITS Mandate


  10.12 consists of ten units (10.12.1 through 10.12.10) including documents related to payrolls of German nationals employed in Sundhausen (7 stitched booklets); registration cards from Ahlen relating to Jewish persons; various sorted documents (1 archive box, 2 boxes); self-sufficiency of the entourage in Sundhausen (1 book); labor books of German nationals (2 books); passport of a Slovak national (1 book); ration coupons of German nationals from Waldeck (1 briefcase); military paybook, doctor’s report on results, tracing cards, ownership testimony of a Hungarian national (1 envelope); various Romanian files from fonds of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum; and photos showing various signs (8 photos).


  10.13   Documents’ Depot after Digital Inventorying


  10.13 consists of two units (10.13.1 and 10.13.2) including digitized original documents (1 file, 787 sheets, 7 books, reenlargements of microfilm [42 boxes]).


  10.14   Institutional File Deposit of All Departments (1 archive box, 23 books, 13 briefcases, 64 folders)


  10.15   Maps and Plans (835 cards)


  10.16   File Deposit Research


  10.16 consists of four units (10.16.1 through 10.16.4) including documents related to projects (22 folders); archival requests; data media (11 CD boxes); and educational material (5 folders).


  10.17   Any Other Items


  10.17 consists of four units (10.17.1 through 10.17.4) including facsimile documents(1 archive box); the movement of the T/D correspondence files (11 books); documents taken from correspondence files (1 briefcase); and business travel reports (12 folders).


  10.18   Indemnification UNHCR (2,590 cardboard boxes, 423 folders)


  10.19   Medical Papers (1,103 cardboard boxes, 492 folders)


  10.20   Nonidentified Concentration Camps


  10.21   Requests Filed with the ITS


  10.21 consists of nine units (10.21.1 through 10.21.9) including documents related to requests filed by the chief of police (12 folders), for which the ITS was not the competent office (60 folders), and regarding which the ITS checked back with the inquirer (64 folders); certificates of incarceration (71 folders); correspondence files (2,071,999 T/D correspondence cases); file 209 (55 cardboard boxes); microfilmed correspondence files (625 T/D correspondence cases); workflow requests (1 archive cardboard box); and the Central Register of Foreign Persons (5 folders).


  10.22   Bulletins (8 folders)


  10.23   File Deposit Inventorying Section (83 folders)


  10.24   Press (1,718 articles, 1 stitched booklet)


  10.25   Not Yet Digitized Documents on Forced Laborers and Postwar Documents, Files on Incarceration (1 archive box, 153 sheets, 8 books, 2 briefcases, 10 folders, 720 envelopes)


  11.   Institutional File Deposit for All Departments


  11.1   ITS Texts (3 boxes, 30 folders)


  11.2   Liaison Mission (10 archive boxes, 7 cardboard boxes, 6 boxes, 31 books, 31 folders)


  11.3   General Correspondence (1 box, 433 folders, 212 suspension files)


  11.4   Statistics (2 boxes, 127 folders, 11 suspension files)


  11.5   Data Protection (2 boxes, 22 folders, 13 suspension files)


  11.6   Documents (4 boxes, 1 folder)


  11.7   Case Requests (35 folders)


  11.8   Document Acquisition (5 boxes, 436 folders, 56 suspension files)


  11.9   Holocaust Deniers (2 folders)


  11.10   ITS Reports (1 box, 22 folders)


  11.11   Agreements (14 folders)


  11.12   Conservation Work (7 folders, 10 suspension files)


  11.13   Security Films (3 folders)


  11.14   Archives (34 folders, 6 suspension files)


  11.15   Public Prosecution (32 folders)


  11.16   Research (6 boxes, 95 folders, 73 suspension files)


  11.17   Methods of Treatment (2 boxes, 6 folders, 9 suspension files)


  11.18   Commemorative Book (1 box, 15 folders, 17 suspension files)


  11.19   Indemnification Funds (122 folders, 4 suspension files)


  11.20   Memorial (13 folders)


  11.21   Red Cross (39 folders, 1 suspension file)


  11.22   Business Trip (16 folders, 178 suspension files)


  11.23   Visitors to the ITS (11 books, 10 folders, 251 suspension files)


  11.24   Press/Communication (93 folders, 60 single activities)


  11.25   Director (2 folders)


  11.26   Internal Issues (10 CDs/DVDs, 180 folders, 164 suspension files)


  11.27   Minutes (27 folders, 3 suspension files)


  11.28   Finances (686 folders, 24 suspension files)


  11.29   Human Resources (1 file, 4 boxes, 851 folders, 3 suspension files)


  11.30   Information Technology (82 folders, 31 suspension files)


  11.31   Buildings (2 boxes, 12 folders, 4 suspension files)


  11.32   Events (2 folders)


  11.33   Personal Effects (11 suspension files)


  11.34   Transmission of Copies (1 box, 37 suspension files)


  11.35   Description Work (35 suspension files)


  11.36   Processing of Requests (1 box, 42 books, 62 folders)


  11.37   Budget (1 box, 2 folders)


  11.38   Predecessor Organizations (1 archive box, 2 cardboard boxes, 1 box, 5 folders)


  11.39   General Facts (9 boxes)


  11.40   Indemnification (1 archive box, 1 box)


  12.   Institutional File Deposit of the Directorate


  12.1   International Committee of the Red Cross


  12.1 consists of twenty units (12.1.1 through 12.1.20) including documents related to general correspondence (40 folders); evaluation and research (1 archive box); evaluation and research data protection (1 folder); processing of requests (7 folders); visitors (5 folders); events (3 folders); the Executive Council (1 folder); financial issues (7 folders); building (1 single activity); the International Commission (1 folder); inventory (2 archive boxes); direction and administration (10 folders); public relations work (16 folders); organizational strategies (2 folders); human resources (1 folder); legal issues (2 archive boxes, 10 folders); the Special Registry Office; miscellaneous (6 folders); cooperative projects (1 folder); and liaison missions.


  12.2   International Commission


  12.2 consists of twenty-one units (12.2.1 through 12.2.21) including documents related to general correspondence (82 folders); processing of requests (5 folders); regulations for access (2 folders); visitors (1 folder); data protection (1 folder); data transfer (4 folders); personal effects; events (2 folders); financial issues; rules regarding fees and tariffs; rules of procedure; direction and administration (1 folder); public relations work (1 folder); organizational strategies; the annual meeting (8 archive card-board boxes, 37 folders); subcommission (14 folders); the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (1 archive box, 1 folder); liaison missions (1 folder); agreement papers (3 archive boxes, 10 folders); and cooperative projects.


  13.   Library


  13.1   Objects Captured in the Internal Database (FAUST) (10,609 books, 125 journals)


  13.2   Correspondence (10 folders)


  13.3   DVDs/Videos (100 CDs/DVDs)


  13.4   Publications (7,000 books)
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25th August, 1945
Your Ref:0E-CDPX 383.8(A.31)(4032)

Colonel A. H. Moffitt,
C.D.P.K. ,

¢/o G-5 Division,
URSET

Dear Sir,
. Martin Welofeld
I wish to thank you for your repy to our enquiry
regeardias Vortin Wainfeld. —— =

I should like to take thiscpportunity of asking
ther I should direct amy nnr.uuu regerding lost
relatives to you or to Miss de le Pole who, we nnv- been
told, is in charge of .the Treocing Buresu, but from whom
we have never received any reply. I should be alhﬂ of
your advice on this point.

Tours truly,






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_020.png
BEFRFIREL
HELH

AEBEFER

SERIRREE

s op
Uberlabrstedn, don 18, April 1Mee.

an @)
RBthial Sechferashang Sher Verdleld vom Zivile dsd EA148arengedarigen
Tereinten Netlonen.

(Zsaiien)

| umgeruhres Davum | BeseMifiirh wikresd disser
| des butesthades | zets vet:

.luv. 1545-mrs 204

5
Gasehe, ENRPLE Halback G.l.
943 ummnmn

=
Sl
donel.

Ganshv, Lelbavh 0.1

dmal,

5,
Jad
/






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_033.png
DOCUMENT 3.5

St
| ATAR S T

B ":!E.ﬁ-: e s :

[ et
6) Fleviad weidtiche Cefungens Secuden ich i Lager?
.l= T 2‘ Procen.Desebes war als Precesleewe wiov.
e 1 Tern 30, WeRT TAAY der Totm wnd Terdotatent
g e bl

l!.muunmn—m
ST G IR e v 190 e

SR

ot eres D bt e

"

0 m-ﬂﬁ. e
in oo Yot ingenent Tiases

Sia v an 03 Shaser bitgeangean ol SLe Eniaist

v o 11






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_050.png
Dackau, 30*® of November 1345

e attest th 4 Br. Xaliowd Isjdor bers st 8.4.1069 to Kikl ves in
our of7ioe ss olerk frem 5 of Fay 4111 to 15" of Decesber 1545
emplejet.

Bestitisung

SRR ..7L. Tt 1ept freree s 61500
ey sephage 4 ety P e
g i by

Zaewiatorente

Bistelesyn sesviedcsn sie, 5o pen Kelieki lsder wrodsosy dats
11509 » Kikclowie. By1 » massze blurse jake praccenik usyelosy
o4 anta 5. mle do 15, grednis 1945 satrudatony.






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.png
DOCUMENT 1.2

Syri Aprmeceres Ak rarey ap W
B e ol el

(e
tprtivinse e e ARt ot
PR R g PSR

& s ot

o e 7 A 2 kel
At rrinlie s e dise

o e it

-

B sl Aot e i i
L et v gl o, Tl
s g oy B ¢ dvs
o e s pis e 4 mrindy 3 ol
Ao o ‘W“?f’ﬁ?" &
g, PRt s J a6
Ay comite g i 7w e
o dorde, Sog T s e Bl
o pladny ety 5 ot . B
rcetatd onkssster e i
Hariten pgpnrs S st otin Sk ol

Aol e A sroe






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_015.png
DOCUMENT 2.3*

BA - A04Y

1% &4 E H,Enil Israel 196 837

| _

212./17.4.1676 Cberlamnstein -

3‘?&1‘“!.1‘-1! 1.KE Bachsénhansen inhﬁf‘h
4 Jan.1945 verantl. wmgekomman

Stastsenweltachalt b.landgericht Minchen
8.6.67

K
|
||5

mis

File 209.372 30.6.67






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
vxv Claims Conference  muwann nmwn

The Conference on Jewish Material Clabms Against Germany





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_028.png
DOCUMENT 3.1

Vor Beglnn der Verfolguigssasssalne lebte ich susassen =it meiner Kt
BeF - maln Vater war berelts in Juhre 1903 versterben - wnd meimn fesnt
Gesthwisiers 1n Wilno, Toh war sin Erasftiger, gemmder jeger Mamn uwnd
kann nieh - ausser an die weblichen Kisdorkraskheiten = an kelne srmste
Lishe Kranihelt ericsern. Teh war ais echaniier b wnd ver-
deste ausreldhend.

Fash des Eimsarseh Sor destschen Truppes ln Eilss war ich sehweren Ver-
folgungeme sinalnen auagesetat. .

1n Septesber 1041 wirde fsh in dus OBetto meimer Helmststadt singelisfert

Ufs Vertaeltnlsse waren sdlederdrseckend. SIT WAren asf sngstes Raws .

sasmengepfercht, hatten slcht genug su essen wnd 1eh wurde su schwarer
1a

Als das Ghetto 1 septesber 1343 1quidiert wurds, weSerstellts man aish
16 das Zvangearbeltalager Usiware. In dieses Lager 2o man mieh wieder
24 hartes Avbelten belm Bem von Eisenbainiidnien bern, such su Drdarbel-
tes wurde Loh eingesetst. Velze Arbelitsselt Betrug tasglich 14 Stunden.
Taser esen war knapp wnd sebr schlecht. Ieh erkrazkte an sinem schwsren

Iyphustister wd schlepphe mich ooch krask und vellks=sn abgesshwaecht

@ "thT U Arbeit, da ten furcitbare Liget vor eiser Vemidibug hatt-
Im Gktobar 1043 achloppte mn mich in s Zeacgsarbeltslager Pifikeat,
¥en da aus in dle Lager Kiviolo, Nares. Aseri usd Oolafils. Teberall
masste 1ch sehwer arbeites, sosTast lless man mich wieder Penmbeuarbeiten
verrichten, master baite 1eh in eloer Celfabrik su arbelten, wurde su
Lastartelten wnd Ralnigungearbelten gencesen und 1n Seegewerc singessizs.
I Lager Pifikond beltas leh oin Abszess s reshten Obsrschenkel. Fas
eperierte alch unter Teh 118t =ter entseta-
ishen Soimeree
In iommariidd kan leh usber Tallin uwnd Danslg in des Kensentratlonslager

thef. Gu dleser Zalt war lah schem vosllls abguschwascht. Trotztem
te lch wuch dort wieder verschiedens Sehlkasearbelben su verric
=l

that 1
ity

e A e R





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_023.png
DOCUMENT 2.9

Du

e 1Y 19+ 75 (1141/44 60

ks vo 26,5194 = 8 2 469 Wi £-e
Vorbariobt vo WuTo1944 =3V to. 75 (1eel/ad
< A7 o Tofht ot 220,
/“1‘/‘__5' ",
Serrn kelsbsainaieter der Jutis, "l

~ader Vertreier in date,

I
- e Sncwmderront -

ks x eeteghns e s Mg . 4 Y s

Eing. Ju Serichtagefiageie in Lisburg oiteen sar Teit 2 masaliche Strmigw =

Schait, elser webrvirtschafilich wishiiees ATbeit, beschEftict sind. Mews Ar -
Valten deenten 1n Glesen anstelten BLaMAT RIGHY SAfgwioanen werdes.
e Jugrodarrestanetalt ia Setalar hatte in Jusl ise Purchestalitebe
Q| 1. v 16 o e Jugundiionen verian, sewedt aie alabt au Maamaried ten bere
asqesoqm verien, it dar Susssmessetsing vou Kleisem Blusettpiem am ge -
Wlanstar Tojge fir dle Flasseasectt beschifiigl, bie Arbelten werien fUr de






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_007.png
P e e
et






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_032.png
- - e .“!' - alre
* Fragen an alle Auschwilzer ﬂ;}l{’ ﬁ

BISGLER WoagGiMe MAaawos
i & 49 p, kKAALSRude RADEN
Devlsaw Theral: FoleF Mawe + LSDL R
PRign CHaicm Sa l:lll.i\"nhh: TR LTS S
swjetip Wobae: P Ruerd CHiZmiSes OTTarciine

Nk Sthirwedc voo B8 g Yo R - Kem Sheis Keme,
o Awiih Wiy _Jees P, 95 Bia BE& :
.EF






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_049.png
1.) Qripln wnd dotelopment of the Sesrch ip Belsen

Search mctivities in Beleen uwnler the suthority
of Bdarch Buress began in December 1595.

The Zirst officer in charge was Capt, BALME who
®as succeded by Capt. ELAKE, Capt. KAICMTEER and myself.

Originally the musber of eagufbes Teceived in
Beloon avoraged 3o to 50 & week but were soom imcreasing.
As the result of an agTessest betwees Capt. LATINER, 5.8.0.

30 Corps and Capt. DECATHALOGNE, Presch 8.8.0. 30 Corps, I
was agked in Pebruary 1946 to seccnd Ospt. KADCTZEF in his
duties an Search Offiser. I carried cm these dutles sloce
*hen Ospt. KADOWPZEF left Belsen in March 4!

I

At that time, an average of 100 enquirdes were
received overy week, sué this nusber has been maint¥med up
to mow. A total of 1.500 enquiries have been sent to Beleea
between the 15 th Pebruary and the 31 st of May, which re-
pressata about 4o % of all eagairies received in 3o Corps
Distriet from Seareh Bureau.

After Capt. KADONTIZR's dep .
became obvious that with the memns at mfdisposal, that is two
employees, I could 5ot cope efficleatly with the musber of

aad it proved impossible for cmly three pecple to deal with
Bere than three our four cases a day, if these were to be
investigated with sccurscy and thorcughness.
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In accordaace with the Provisionsl Constitwtics of the Review Board.
the underigned have, on thia  5th day of Hoveabar Vg, sikting at

.+ reviewed the appeal of A B DU R AHMAN Ibrshia
against the decision taken on 11e10uidy  Petitionee was interviewed on 264 10uk3n

Having cxamined the case-Ele and fousd it to be reasomably complete, the
Review Board bas reached the following decirion. which has been placed s the records
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Petitioner is declared within the mandate

‘ -\\-’mei

M. DANCY,

the petitioner nor to any person cutside
the Organization.

Potitioner is & Crimean Tartar, Mchamsdan in religics, bom in
1893, who was deported to

and his appesl is wpheld.
valid cbjeotions under Fart I, Sectien B.

Petitioner is within the Mandate of the Orgenization.






