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			Context

			In January of 1925, the British explorer Percy Fawcett set off to discover a legendary lost city in the Amazon rainforest, and was never seen again. At the time, a number of forces increased the fervor surrounding his persona and disappearance. Society was shifting from the notoriously stuffy Victorian era to a newer, more curious age. The scientific revolution shook the foundations of people’s beliefs and, counterintuitively, led to extensive interest in occult and psychic forces, as well as the belief that unknown regions like the Amazon might be bastions of untold mystical discovery. Exploration ran practically rampant, with English explorers like Sir Richard Francis Burton infiltrating previously inaccessible cities such as Mecca, or Richard Speke hunting for the source of the Nile, not to mention explorers’ numerous expeditions into the Antarctic.

			In places like South America, the clash of the old world and the new was felt most acutely. Prospectors seeking rubber had decimated the Amazon and set up systems of indentured servitude at best and genocide and slavery at worst. Construction on the Panama Canal began in 1881 and led to more than 20,000 deaths due to disease in less than thirty years. 

			The inhabitants of these occupied lands were not generally seen as human in the West. With the publication of Darwin’s On the Origin of Species in 1859, Europeans began to think of indigenous American peoples as a subspecies to be studied, gawked at, and sometimes most destructively, to be “civilized” according to Western customs and etiquette.

			Since 2005, when David Grann was working on The Lost City of Z, an account of his hunt for Fawcett and Z, local governments have shifted their attitude towards indigenous tribes. They work to preserve these ancient cultures rather than to assimilate them. From an ecological standpoint, the riches of the Amazon are still being mined, and the dangers are still great, but now that threat comes from logging companies rather than rubber barons.

			Ultimately, Grann’s account carries an implicit message relevant to his modern audience’s concern about climate change and globalization: Places like the Amazon represent humanity’s relationship with nature as well as its relationship with itself. If we destroy the forest and the cultures within it, we lose not only enormous ecological treasures, but cultural and historical treasures as well.

		

	
		
			Overview

			In 1925, Colonel Percy Harrison Fawcett, along with his son Jack and Jack’s friend Raleigh, embark on an expedition into the Amazon jungle to find the mystical city, which Fawcett has theorized must exist, and which he has nicknamed “Z.” The three men vanish, never to be seen again.

			In 2005, journalist David Grann becomes obsessed with finding out the truth of Fawcett’s fate and the existence of Z. Grann’s journey takes him to the Royal Geographic Society in England, where Fawcett trained and lived. He discovers that Fawcett was critical in mapping parts of South America blanketed by the Amazon jungle. Fawcett’s encounters with small, fractured communities of indigenous Amazonian tribes leads him to believe that these tribes are the remnants of a larger, complex civilization which once thrived in the middle of the Amazon: Z. 

			Fawcett conducts multiple expeditions into the jungle, becoming famous for his efficiency and endurance, though his crews often suffer as a result of the ruthlessness with which he drives forth into the forest. As Fawcett ages and endures a tour in World War I, his seemingly inhuman constitution declines. In his desperation to find Z before he’s too old, or before one of his famous rivals finds it first, he decides to strike into the jungle one last time. 

			In the years that follow, many explorers from all walks of life seek out Fawcett’s whereabouts in the jungle. Almost all of them die, disappear, or if they’re lucky enough, fail and survive.

			Learning from the mistakes of his predecessors, Grann plunges into the jungle with the help of a Brazilian guide. He meets the chief of a tribe who confides in Grann about his practice of showing Fawcett’s skeleton to Western explorers. He admits that the bones were not actually Fawcett’s, but part of a ruse meant to ward off further incursion by Westerners.

			Finally, Grann meets with an anthropologist named Michael Heckenberger, who has been embedded with tribes in the region of the Amazon where Fawcett disappeared. Heckenberger reveals to Grann the amazing truth about the Amazon: it is filled with archaeological evidence of a vast, complex civilization replete with roads, canals, causeways, bridges, and plazas. Heckenberger theorizes that Amazonians once lived in this extensive, organized civilization, but were decimated by illness and violence brought by conquistadors. The forest would surely have quickly consumed their cities, built of degradable materials.

			Not only that, but Heckenberger also reveals to Grann that the tribes which do still exist in the Amazon carry on cultural traditions stretching back all the way to the days of Z. So in a sense, Z still exists.

		

	
		
			Summary

			Preface

			David Grann is alone in the Amazon jungle, seeking a lost civilization named Z. This moment is the result of years of obsession, research, and planning. He thinks of his wife and baby back at home. He reflects on what this civilization will stand for if he finds that it exists—a rethinking of man’s relationship with nature and the Amazon in particular. Without food, water, or his guide, the reality of Grann’s situation weighs on him. Through the trees, a figure approaches.

			Need to Know: David Grann, an obsessive who writes about obsessives—particularly the kind who gravitate toward risk and danger—is woefully ill suited for the trek ahead of him. His predecessor and research subject was remarkably fit and seemingly invincible, and even he succumbed to the to the punishing conditions of the Amazon. Grann, on the other hand, is a city boy, accustomed to all the creature comforts available in the twenty-first century, whose idea of preparation is taking out an extra life-insurance policy. 

			1. We Shall Return

			It is 1925, and Colonel Percy Harrison Fawcett, world-famous English explorer of South America, is boarding the SS Vauban en route to the Amazon. At the time, people from the West were convinced that anything might exist in the Amazon—enormous, oversized animals, creatures never observed, or those thought to be extinct, and completely unknown human or humanoid cultures. Fawcett is part-anthropologist, part-archaeologist, part-ethnographer, and seemingly invincible and without fear. To the millions who know his name, he represents the pinnacle of masculinity and rugged, adventuresome spirit. For this expedition, he embarks with his 21-year-old son Jack and Jack’s friend, Raleigh Rimell, on a quest for the fabled lost civilization of Z.

			Need to Know: Fawcett felt that he was about to make “the great discovery of the century.” Most of the world had already been explored and there wasn’t much left in the way of uncharted territory. He had full confidence that he would return home with exactly what he’d been looking for.

			2. The Vanishing

			At the time it occurred, the story of Fawcett’s expedition and disappearance captivated the world. In 1996, seventy years after Fawcett’s disappearance, Brazilian banker James Lynch, a thrill seeker with an interest in uncovering the unknown, enters the jungle in the rainy season on an expedition in search of answers to the mystery surrounding Fawcett’s disappearance. As if he has some subconscious desire to repeat the past, Lynch brings along his 16-year-old son James Jr. The group is attacked by a hostile Indian tribe and taken hostage.

			Need to Know: Even seventy years after Fawcett’s disappearance, people like Brazilian banker James Lynch are still captivated by his story, risking life and limb to find answers.

			3. The Search Begins

			Grann is hardly built for endurance in the jungle. He has a poor sense of direction, night blindness and a “blossoming waistline.” But as a reporter, he’s drawn to adventure and danger.   His grandfather, a National Geographic cameraman, was also such an adventurer: a seeker of the unknown and perhaps unknowable. Grann discovers Fawcett by way of The Lost World, Arthur Conan Doyle’s story inspired by Fawcett’s adventures. He is intrigued by the possibility of Z and its anthropological implications—that man and culture are capable of overcoming even the most unforgiving of conditions.

			Grann plans a trip to the Xingu region of the Amazon, where Fawcett disappeared, to meet Michael Heckenberger, an acclaimed anthropologist. But before he can do that, he must head to England to gather more information on Fawcett’s ill-fated expedition.

			Need to Know: Journalism is a family business for David Grann. His grandfather, Monya, was a daredevil and a bit of a mystery, leading some family members to think he might have been a spy as well. Grann’s wife was also in the news business: a producer for 60 Minutes.

			4. Buried Treasure

			Fawcett is 21, it’s 1888, and he is on leave from the military on the isle of Ceylon (today Sri Lanka). He has received information about a possible cache of treasure in a cave. We learn that his father, Captain Edward Boyd Fawcett, is an alcoholic nicknamed “Bulb” for his bulbous nose. His mother, Myra Elizabeth, is, according to Fawcett, “hateful.” Fawcett attended the finest schools, where he was groomed to be a gentleman, and at 17, he joined the Royal Military Academy. There, he trained to be an agent for the British colonial empire. 

			Although Fawcett fails to find any treasure, he gets a taste of a world beyond his drab, stuffy, and sometimes unpleasant upbringing. Back in Fort Frederick on Ceylon, Fawcett meets Nina Agnes Paterson. She, too, is brash, independent, and curious. He nicknames her “Cheeky,” she calls him “Puggy.” It’s a match made in heaven. After two years, he proposes. (The couple would go on to have three children: Jack, Brian, and Joan.)

			Consumed by his desire for excitement and boredom with the status quo, Fawcett joins the Royal Geographical Society, which has launched many famous adventurers.

			Need to Know: Fawcett encounters Madame Blavatsky, whose eccentricity and psychic abilities make her popular among Victorians who, like Fawcett himself, are searching for an antidote to their conservative lifestyle. Fawcett’s fascination with mysticism is a recurring theme throughout his life. 

			5. Blank Spots on the Map

			David Grann is dropped off at the Royal Geographic Society in London. 

			In 1830, as the English empire expanded and ships were often lost at sea, the Royal Geographic Society formed to map the world. The society mainly attracted the middle and upper classes, and among its members counted scientists, philosophers, military officers, and royalty. The Society, or RGS, became the cornerstone of debates not only over geography but also over philosophy, morality, anthropology, and ethnography. 

			While there, Grann finds what he came looking for: correspondence between Percy Fawcett and the RGS. 

			Need to Know: The Royal Geographic Society was not only Fawcett’s gateway to exploration, but it was England’s gateway to exploring, discovering, mapping, and understanding the mysteries of the world beyond Europe.

			6. The Disciple 

			On February 4, 1900, Fawcett goes to the Royal Geographic Society to study under Edward Ayearst Reeves. At this time, the Society was certifying people who were interested in becoming explorers, and that’s what Fawcett was after. Reeves teaches Fawcett all the necessary skills, including how to use a sextant and an artificial horizon to fix his position on a map, how to take thorough notes, the fledgling science of anthropology (then called the “Science of the Savages”), and basic survival skills such as how to avoid mutiny, how to recover from a poisonous wound, how to withstand hunger and thirst, and to how to take a hostile savage captive.

			Need to Know: In his memoir, Reeves makes a point of mentioning what a quick study Fawcett was at the science and art of exploration.

			7. Freeze-Dried Ice Cream and Adrenaline Socks

			David Grann goes to an outdoors store to prepare for his trip to the Amazon. The supplies there range from the practical to the extravagant, and everything is overwhelmingly specific in function. Grann is amused at the idea that, while the opportunity for true adventure had waned in the years since Fawcett disappeared, the gadgets with which to prepare for it had multiplied.

			Back at home, Grann reviews his Fawcett documents, which reveal that on his first ever mission for the RGS, Fawcett went to Morocco as a spy, further underscoring the disparity between Fawcett’s level of preparedness and Grann’s. 

			Need to Know: Among the many Amazonian perils catalogued by Fawcett in his papers is a deadly catfish called the candiru. A nearly translucent, pencil-shaped catfish whose only form of sustenance is blood, the fish has a tendency to burrow inside human orifices, including the genitals. 

			8. Into the Amazon

			Explorers are often tapped to be spies, as their work already involves gathering information, taking notes, and making maps. It’s the perfect cover. In Morocco, Fawcett dons disguises and infiltrates the highest levels of the sultanate. 

			In 1906, Fawcett is called back to the RGS by its new president, George Taubman Goldie. Goldie invites Fawcett to participate in a boundary commission to map the borders between Bolivia, Brazil, and Peru. The area at that time was particularly contested due to the growing demand for rubber trees, which grew only in the Amazon. Fawcett’s son Jack is nearly 3 and his wife Nina is pregnant with their second child, but that doesn’t stop Fawcett from accepting the mission.

			He acquires a crew and embarks via canoe up the Amazon. The river is not to be trifled with—piranhas, candirus, and electric eels are everywhere. At one point the crew kills an anaconda, which Fawcett claims is more than sixty feet long. While travelling through the forest, the expedition encounters stampeding pigs, poisonous frogs and snakes, fabric-eating sauba ants, ticks, chiggers, poison-squirting millipedes, blindness-causing parasitic worms, and a whole host of other menacing forces. Worst of all were the disease-carrying mosquitoes.

			Sick, bug-bitten, and constantly in fear of attack by savages, Fawcett’s crew unsurprisingly begin to lose their nerve. He relieves them of duty and sends them home. In May 1907, despite all odds, Fawcett completes his route and defines borders in South America nearly a year ahead of schedule.

			Need to Know: Trekking through the Amazon is a desperately uncomfortable, maddening, and often deadly experience, largely owing to the insect population. The situation is worsened by the demand for rubber and the practices of “rubber barons,” which incite local indigenous tribes to violence.

			9. The Secret Papers

			David Grann seeks out Fawcett’s family and meets Rolette de Montet-Guerin, Fawcett’s granddaughter. She reveals that much of the publicly available information on Fawcett’s route is incorrect—Fawcett himself had put out erroneous coordinates in order to keep competitors off his trail. Rolette shows Grann her grandfather’s personal diaries and logbooks. It turns out that the true location of Dead Horse Camp, one of Fawcett’s key camps, is different than what most people believe. This discovery casts a new light on Grann’s mission: All of the previous explorers were operating in accordance with misinformation. Armed with the correct location, Grann might actually have a chance. 

			Need to Know: Rolette shows Grann a photograph of Fawcett’s signet ring. It had turned up in a pawnshop and, desperate to make sense of things, Rolette took it to a psychic, who revealed that the ring had once been covered in blood. The insignia on the ring was the Fawcett family motto—Nec Aspera Terrent: difficulties be damned.

			10. The Green Hell

			Not much later, Fawcett is back in the jungle with his new second-in-command, Frank Fisher, trying to convince him to explore the Rio Verde, which runs between Brazil and Bolivia. Charting this river is not included in their contract with the boundary commission, but Fawcett won’t be deterred. At first he and his crew explore the river by raft, then, when the river becomes impassable, they follow it on foot. 

			They quickly run out of food, as neither Fawcett nor his men are successful in hunting or fishing due to the hostile conditions of “The Green Hell,” as the Amazon is sometimes called. Animals are well adapted for camouflage or avoid the forest floor altogether, and the river is virtually an underwater desert thanks to pollutants produced by the trees. Near death, the crew discovers the source of the river and begins their return trip. After more than a month without food, Fawcett spots and kills a deer. Regardless, upon return to a settlement, five of his men die. 

			Need to Know: To conquer the “green hell” of the Amazon, one needs almost superhuman resilience. Fawcett’s got it, but most others don’t. 

			11. Dead Horse Camp

			Grann uses Google Earth to show his wife the true location of Fawcett’s Dead Horse Camp, gleaned from Fawcett’s private journals. He also shows her a confidential document acquired from the RGS in which Fawcett mapped out the possible location of the Lost City of Z.

			Need to Know: Grann is the only person out of many Fawcett fanatics in history who has the key information which may allow him to successfully retrace Fawcett’s steps.

			12. In the Hands of the Gods

			In 1911, Fawcett is joined on another Amazonian expedition by the famed polar scientist James Murray. Murray seems the perfect match for Fawcett, but it quickly becomes apparent that each believes his own field of exploration to be the most important. Tensions rise. Murray begins to falter under the weight of his pack, eventually falling behind and getting lost. Fawcett finds him the next day, but Murray continues to slow the expedition. Fawcett, who has become more zealous as he spends time in the jungle, openly despises such laziness and fear. It is discovered that Murray has been stealing food from reserves for later in the trip, a grave crime. Plus, he dumps most of his pack in order to lighten the load. Eventually, the crew sends Murray back to civilization with a frontiersman they encounter. Murray survives and attempts to sue Fawcett, but the matter is eventually put to rest at the urging of the RGS.

			Need to Know: In an era when the conception of English masculinity is in crisis, Fawcett comes to be a guiding light for the confidence of the nation. Not only does he explore previously uncharted and dangerous regions, but he does so at a seemingly impossible rate. Fawcett begins to be seen and to see himself as a sort of mythic hero—immune to disease, and possess animal reflexes—his destiny, ordained by the gods.

			13. Ransom

			Grann seeks out James Lynch, the last explorer to follow Fawcett’s trail, who had been abducted along with his son. Lynch managed to negotiate with their captors by offering the tribesmen all their equipment in exchange for freedom. He and his son then returned to São Paulo. Undaunted, Lynch is planning another expedition, this time into the Andes in search of a lost plane. He even expresses an interest in joining Grann’s journey to the Amazon. He recommends Grann find a guide with connections to local tribes and a small, quiet party.

			Need to Know: The expedition bug is hard to kill, even after the most traumatizing experiences.

			14. The Case for Z

			Fawcett begins to suspect that a hidden civilization might exist in the Amazon in 1910, when he encounters an Indian tribe while exploring the Heath River in Bolivia. He befriends the Guarayos and discovers that they are masters of tropical pharmacology. In 1911 he resigns from the boundary commission in order to pursue anthropology. He develops a reputation for his ability to ingratiate himself with these “savages” through sheer bravery and confidence. 

			While staying with the Echojas, he discovers that they cultivate the Amazonian floodplains for crops, are efficient hunters, and are skilled at herbal medicine. 

			Then, in 1914, while exploring a region far from any rivers, Fawcett and his team find the Maxubis Indian village, with a population numbering in the thousands. These people make pottery and have names for the planets, and tell stories of their forebears. On his journeys, Fawcett would often find shards of fine pottery and paintings of human and animal figures on rocks, which convinced him that a larger and more developed civilization existed in the forest, away from the more explored river regions. 

			As competition grows among Amazonian explorers, Fawcett feels compelled to keep his ideas and plans a secret.

			Need to Know: While Fawcett is strongly influenced by notions of the Indian as a “noble savage” and, alternatively, an “evolutionary subspecies,” he often considers the Indians to be in some ways more civilized than their Western counterparts. He fiercely opposes the corrupting force of colonization, while simultaneously holding onto preconceived notions of race, saying that the more “civilized” Indians he runs into are “fairer” and must have Western origins. 

			15. El Dorado

			Fawcett becomes occupied with piecing together any evidence he can find of the fabled El Dorado. The name El Dorado means “the Gilded Man” and refers to the ruler of a civilization who was constantly covered in gold. Previously conquered New World cities like Tenochtitlan and Cuzco lend credence to these fanciful stories. The first expedition for El Dorado, led by conquistador Gonzalo Pizarro, ended in failure and disaster. The second expedition was led by Francisco de Orellana, a surviving member of Pizarro’s original party. This too was a disaster, ending with the deaths of hundreds of Orellana’s crew, as well as Orellana himself. Every subsequent trip ended in folly, disaster, and ruin.

			Fawcett believes that the accounts of El Dorado are exaggerated, but that the existence of such a city is not impossible. Conquistadors described an Amazon thickly populated with modern cities and towns, which had led Victorian explorers and ethnographers to consider their accounts to be entirely false. 

			Need to Know: Even the mythology of the Amazon women-warriors, which is roundly dismissed by academics along with the rest of the conquistadors’ tales, feels plausible to Fawcett and gives him hope, as he has encountered female tribal chiefs along the Tapajós River. 

			16. The Locked Box

			Grann travels to the largest archive in Latin America, in Rio de Janeiro, for a document that Fawcett considered the last piece to the puzzle of Z. He is told that out of the 800,000 manuscripts in the archive, the one he has requested to see is the most highly sought after and famous.

			According to this seemingly genuine account, the lost city of Z was once discovered by a Portuguese soldier of fortune, and Fawcett refers to this document in forming his expeditionary plans.

			Need to Know: There are some hand drawn diagrams in the document that look familiar to Grann. It takes him a moment to recall that he had first seen them in Fawcett’s journal, copied, no doubt, from this very document.

			17. The Whole World Is Mad

			Fawcett determines that many Amazonian cities must exist, but the one that’s most monumental he cryptically nicknames “Z.” He plans to mount an expedition to find this city; however, upon his return to civilization, he finds the world at war. He volunteers as a British officer. On the front, his men either revere or despise him, with very little middle ground. 

			While at war, Fawcett’s concern about his competition beating him to Z grows. Many of his friends perish, he himself suffers a gas attack, and the widespread and devastating carnage of the war begins to weigh on him. Fawcett descends into obsession with the occult, visiting mediums to commune with lost souls, and is rumored to use a Ouija board to make battlefield decisions.

			After Germany’s surrender in 1919, Fawcett finally returns home to his family and begins to plan his expedition to find Z. Unfortunately, his trusted crew is no longer available and the RGS is unable to provide him funding. Contemporary scientists believe that Z cannot exist due to the conditions of the Amazon.

			Meanwhile, Fawcett’s greatest competition, Dr. Alexander H. Rice, continues to self-finance exploration in the Amazon. This only incenses Fawcett who, after petitioning the Brazilian government, finally receives a small amount of funding to launch an operation. After acquiring two crew members from a newspaper ad, Fawcett heads into the forest. The expedition is quickly met with disaster as perpetual rain ruins their equipment and brings disease. His crewmates lose their nerve. Fawcett, beginning to feel his age, is laid low by an injured knee and illness. He returns from the Amazon.

			In August 1921, Fawcett enters the jungle again seeking Z, this time alone and from the opposite direction. After three months, he returns, physically spent.

			Need to Know: Fawcett’s experience in World War I not only steals valuable years during which he could have be searching for Z, it also weighs on him mentally and compromises his once-hardy constitution. 

			18. A Scientific Obsession

			While Fawcett was in the Amazon, Nina and the children relocate to Los Angeles. Upon his return, Fawcett entreats his son Jack to accompany him on the quest for Z. Jack and his friend Raleigh, ever the willing accomplice, agree to be Fawcett’s crew for this expedition. Out of money and unable to afford the expense of living in California, Fawcett is forced to move them all to a small house in Stoke Canon, England, with no running water or electricity. The family begins selling off their belongings. Meanwhile, the scientific community continues to express doubt toward Fawcett’s belief in Z, and Fawcett relies even more heavily on spiritual thinkers to confirm his theories.

			Luckily, Fawcett meets George Lynch, a well-connected British war correspondent and former member of the RGS, who agrees to fundraise for him in the United States, capitalizing on Fawcett’s legend. Lynch quickly sells the rights to Fawcett’s story, raising thousands of dollars. However, upon arrival in New York, Fawcett discovers that Lynch is an alcoholic who has spent part of their expedition funding on prostitutes. At the last minute, John D. Rockefeller steps in and provides the money needed for the expedition to move forward.

			Need to Know: Fawcett is so happy to finally be moving forward that he expresses no anger toward Lynch. Fawcett credits Lynch for “precipitating this exploration” and believed that “the Gods select curious agents for their purposes sometimes.”

			19. An Unexpected Clue

			Grann meets with Paulo Pinage, who will guide him into the Amazon. Together they pore over Fawcett’s documents and chart their route.

			Need to Know: As Lynch suggested, Grann has found the guide he needs to show him the Amazon.

			20. Have No Fear

			February 11, 1925—Fawcett, Jack, and Raleigh leave from Rio de Janeiro on their trip into the Amazon interior. With Lynch’s publicity, the story of their expedition is known the world over and they are treated to every luxury as they travel through Brazil.

			Meanwhile, Fawcett’s rival Dr. Rice surveys the Amazon for the first time by plane while maintaining communication with the outside world via radio.

			In the forest at last, Jack and Raleigh become acquainted with the trials of the Amazon. Jack possesses all of the same skills as his father, while Raleigh struggles. Finally, they arrive at Bakairí Post. Here the expedition encounters the sad result of Brazilian attempts to civilize Indians, with the Bakairís pressed into a form of indentured servitude.

			From the post, the men strike out into completely unknown territory.

			Need to Know: As the expedition travels through Brazil and into the Amazon, Jack Fawcett writes detailed letters home to his mother and his brother, Brian, describing their journey and the places they stay—and the many insects that plague them. 

			21. The Last Eyewitness

			Grann and Paulo enter the jungle by jeep with a driver and Taukane Bakairí, a tribal representative. They are headed for Bakairí Post, the last place Fawcett, Jack, and Raleigh were definitively seen. At one point, Grann and Paulo climb to the top of a hill, where they find pillars created by erosion, which may have been mistaken for the work of human hands and contributed to theories about the lost civilization. Much of the forest on their route has been cut down for farmland. The dangers now, rather than hostile Indians, are gunmen working for logging companies. 

			Grann and Paulo reach Bakairí Post after two days of driving. The same trip had taken Fawcett’s expedition a month. In the village, they meet a woman who was actually alive when Fawcett’s expedition passed through. The old woman recalls the tall, white men with long beards. Lamenting how the Bakairí culture has diminished, she questions what was so important about Fawcett’s expedition that so many people have expressed interest in it.

			Need to Know: The Amazon has transformed, modernized. The government, rather than attempting to civilize Indians, now makes an effort to sustain their culture.

			22. Dead or Alive

			It is 1927 and two years have passed since Fawcett, Jack, and Raleigh were last heard from. Nina is living in Madeira with the Fawcetts’ daughter, Joan. The common assumption is that the crew was taken captive by Indians. Fawcett’s rival, Dr. Rice, retires from exploration at the age of 50. In February 1928, a man named George Miller Dyott launches the first major rescue operation. A skilled pilot and publicist, Dyott had planned to film his journey and make regular radio dispatches.

			Dyott encounters a man named Bernardino, who says he led Fawcett and can guide Dyott on the same trail. Following Fawcett’s route, Dyott’s expedition encounters the Aloique, who he comes to suspect killed Fawcett. Shortly thereafter his radio ceases functioning. They encounter more and more Indians along the river, until they run out of provisions. The expedition flees the jungle. Ultimately, Dyott’s claims of Fawcett’s death are refuted, since they rest mainly on his baseless assumptions of malice on the part of the Aloique Indian chief, and also on the absence of any mention of Bernardino in Fawcett’s letters home. After Dyott, a number of explorers travel into the jungle to save Fawcett. All of them are unsuccessful, and many disappear entirely. 

			Nina becomes obsessed with evaluating the various accounts of her husband’s last known circumstances and the final pieces of evidence, which might reveal his whereabouts. Eventually, in 1937, she hears from a missionary that a white boy was encountered in the jungle who claimed to be the son of Jack Fawcett. A tabloid reporter unveils a white Indian named Dulipe, who turns out to be an albino, and thus a false lead. In 1951, a Brazilian government official claims that he has been informed by the chief of the Kalapalos Indians that his tribe killed the three explorers, and that he is still in possession of Fawcett’s bones.

			Need to Know: After Fawcett disappears, the world becomes obsessed with saving him and many die or are lost in the jungle as a result. While most of the world accepts that Fawcett must have died or been taken captive and killed by Indians, Nina holds out hope that he is still alive, more than twenty years later.

			23. The Colonel’s Bones

			Grann meets with the Kalapalos, who allegedly know the truth of Fawcett’s demise. After some haggling, the chief of the Kalapalos agrees to travel with Grann and Paulo to Kalapalo, in the Xingu region of the forest, Fawcett’s last suspected location. The village is impressive, with large huts and evidence of ancient tradition and culture. While they are there, the chief receives news that people have destroyed a sacred waterfall to build a hydroelectric dam.

			The chief reveals to Grann that the bones they found were not actually Fawcett’s—this claim had been a ruse in order to dissuade more white people from visiting the area. He explains that Fawcett had passed through—peacefully—and continued eastward, toward the most hostile Indian territory.

			Need to Know: The Kalapalos did not kill Fawcett, and whatever it is that happened to him continues to be a mystery.

			24. The Other World

			Nina, like her husband before her, turns to the occult. She seeks out mediums and soothsayers in order to discover what truly happened. The end of her own life approaching, Nina passes Fawcett’s papers on to their son, Brian. Brian pieces together the notes and journals and publishes Exploration Fawcett. The book becomes an international sensation. Soon after, Nina dies at the age of 84.

			Seeking closure, Brian decides to journey into the jungle in the early 1950s for answers about the fate of his father and brother. After canvassing the jungle by airplane to no avail, in search of both his family and Z, Brian begins to doubt his father’s entire enterprise. Some of the papers, which he never divulged in Exploration Fawcett, point to his father’s interest in Z not as a scientific discovery but as a spiritual one—a chance to gain transcendence.

			Need to Know: Brian Fawcett thinks that his father’s interest in Z was possibly the result of spiritual delusion.

			25. Z

			Grann begins to question himself—he now has enough to write a book, but he is driven forward by the gaps in the story, which bother him. What really happened to Fawcett? Does Z exist at all? He decides to press on and meet Michael Heckenberger, the anthropologist who lives in the Xingu near Kuikuro village.

			Heckenberger takes Grann and Paulo to a moat in the jungle, nearly a mile in diameter, thirty feet wide and twelve to sixteen feet deep, which he has carbon dated to 1200 AD. Near the moat are the remnants of post holes for a wall. Within the circle of the wall are copious amounts of broken pottery. Heckenberger explains that it would have been nearly impossible for Fawcett to find the settlement, because stone is not common in the jungle and these types of cities would have been built of degradable materials. The city Heckenberger shows them has three concentric moats and a large circular plaza as well as roads, canals, and bridges. Heckenberger explains that he has found twenty settlements like this one. He has even found that the streets and plazas are arranged according to the cardinal directions, at right angles to one another. It becomes clear that each settlement was part of a larger, organized civilization that existed before it was devastated by European diseases. Heckenberger had just published his findings in The Ecology of Power.

			A revolution is occurring in our understanding of the Amazon-—recent archaeological discoveries have shown civilizations dating from as far back as ten thousand years ago. Archaeologists have uncovered much evidence of agricultural cultivation of the soil in the forest, including massive excavation projects to take advantage of flooding. In the Amazonian tribes that still exist today, Heckenberger explains, there are cultural signposts that point all the way back to that ancient civilization. Z is not gone; it still exists in the people and the tribes who live in and carry on the ancient history of the Amazon.

			Need to Know: The lost city of Z was never lost. It continues through the land and the existing Indian cultures that remain.

		

	
		
			Timeline

			1753: A Portuguese soldier of fortune allegedly discovers a vast city in the Amazon interior, which Colonel Percy Harrison Fawcett later nicknames “Z.”

			1867: Percy Harrison Fawcett is born.

			1896: B. F. Goodrich manufactures the first automobile tires, sparking “rubber madness” which consumes the Amazon.

			February 4, 1900: Fawcett goes to study the essentials of exploration at the Royal Geographic Society (RGS) for the first time.

			January 31, 1901: Fawcett and Nina Agnes Paterson marry.

			May 1903: Fawcett and Nina’s first child, Jack, is born.

			1906: Fawcett is invited by the RGS to take part in the South American border commission.

			1907: Fawcett completes his mission to define certain borders in South America.

			1911: Fawcett embarks on an expedition into the Amazon with James Murray, famed polar scientist; Hiram Bingham uncovers the ruins of Machu Picchu, nearly 8,000 feet above sea level, in the Andes.

			1914: Fawcett discovers the Maxubis, an Indian civilization whose population numbers in the thousands and who had developed pottery and astronomy; World War I begins.

			May 22, 1916: Fawcett receives the Founder’s Gold Medal from the RGS, their highest honor.

			June 28, 1919: Germany signs the Treaty of Versailles, officially ending World War I.

			1920: Fawcett moves his family to Jamaica.

			August 1921: After a number of failed attempts with small crews, Fawcett embarks on a search for Z alone. Nina moves the family to Los Angeles.

			September 1921: Due to economic hardship, the Fawcetts move back to England and take up residence in Stoke Canon.

			February 11, 1925: Fawcett, Jack, and Raleigh leave Rio de Janeiro on their trip into the Amazon interior. They will never return.

			February 1928: George Miller Dyott launches the first major rescue operation searching for Fawcett and his crew, to no avail. Many failed rescue attempts follow.

			1996: Brazilian banker James Lynch seeks out Fawcett and is taken hostage with his son.

			2005: Journalist David Grann begins his hunt for the truth about Fawcett and Z.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Arthur John Chivers: An engineer and surveyor. Second-in-command on Percy Fawcett’s expedition to Bolivia.

			George Miller Dyott: Launches first major Fawcett rescue operation.

			Brian Fawcett: Colonel Fawcett’s younger son, who lives perpetually in the shadow of his father and brother. Later in his life, he becomes enraptured with his father’s notes and journals and publishes the book Exploration Fawcett, which becomes an international sensation. However, in the book, he included the falsified information his father had put out about the location of his jungle camp.

			Colonel Percy Harrison Fawcett: Raised in Victorian England, trained at the Royal Geographic Society, Colonel Fawcett becomes the foremost explorer of South America. He is particularly fascinated by indigenous Amazonian cultures and is uniquely skilled at embedding himself with tribes deep in the jungle.

			Edward Fawcett: Percy’s older brother. A spiritual man, he first follows Theosophy, then Buddhism, then becomes an adventure and science fiction novelist. His work and his beliefs reflect a move away from more restrictive aspects of Victorian culture, which his brother Percy expresses by exploring South American jungles.

			Jack Fawcett: Colonel Fawcett’s oldest son and the spitting image of a young Percy—tall, brave, and facile. He accompanies his father on his final journey in search of Z, they never return.

			George Taubman Goldie: British colonial administrator. Became president of the RGS in 1905. Known for his stern manner and lack of patience. Fawcett’s first expedition to South America is with Goldie.

			David Grann: New York Times–bestselling author and journalist. Raised in the city and not an outdoorsman, his obsession with uncovering the whereabouts of Percy Fawcett and the lost city of Z outweighs his lack of proper preparation for the punishing conditions of the Amazon. 

			Rolette de Montet-Guerin: Fawcett’s granddaughter. Passes on to Grann the real location of one of Fawcett’s key camps on his final expedition.

			Michael Heckenberger: An acclaimed anthropologist studying the remote Xingu region where Fawcett disappeared. Working on the cutting edge of anthropology in the Amazon, he has truly become a part of the jungle and the local indigenous cultures.

			George Lynch: British war correspondent, former member of the RGS; he helps Fawcett acquire funding for his final expedition to Z by selling the rights to his story to newspaper syndicates.

			James Lynch: Brazilian banker. An outdoorsman and adventurer, he is intrigued by uncovering the unknown. He has one son, whom he takes with him on an expedition into the Amazon to track down Fawcett. They both are taken hostage by hostile Indians.

			Nina Agnes Paterson: Fawcett’s brash, independent, and curious wife. She is a believer in gender equality, and would join Fawcett on his expeditions if she could. Instead, she becomes a champion of Fawcett’s exploits, dedicating her life to maintaining or expanding his renown.

			Paulo Pinage: Formerly of the Indian Protection Service, he serves as Grann’s guide and is one of his most critical assets when seeking out evidence of Fawcett in the Amazon.

			Edward Ayearst Reeves: A skilled draftsman who started working with the RGS in 1878 at age 16. Renowned within the Society for his training ability, he teaches Fawcett everything he needs to know to be a Victorian explorer.

			Alexander Hamilton Rice: Member of the RGS, Harvard-trained doctor with an interest in tropical diseases; explorer, and a competitor of Fawcett’s. He represents the opposite of Fawcett in that he is well equipped, well funded, forms expeditions with large teams, and is unopposed to killing indigenous peoples. Fawcett’s greatest rival.

			Raleigh Rimell: Jack Fawcett’s best friend from the age of 7. As Jack’s lifetime partner in crime, he accompanies Jack and his father on their ill-fated final expedition into the Amazon. 

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“The Amazon’s merciless conditions have fueled one of the most enduring theories of human development: environmental determinism.”

			This quote drives at one of the central tensions in The Lost City of Z. Since the “new world” was discovered, Europeans have viewed it and its peoples as backwards and undeveloped, and have sought explanations for that perceived backwardness. One explanation offered is the harshness of their environment. But the overall concept is that geography plays a role in determining the success and general trajectory of a society.

			“Yet each expedition that had tried to find El Dorado ended in disaster.… Some four thousand men died during that expedition alone, of starvation and disease and at the hands of Indians defending their territory with arrows dipped in poison. Other El Dorado parties resorted to cannibalism. Many explorers went mad.”

			From the very beginning, the Amazon has been swallowing those who attempt to penetrate it. The legends of El Dorado first drew in conquistadors, as the legend of Z would draw in Fawcett, whose disappearance would draw in many others.

			“Fawcett had determined that an ancient, highly cultured people still existed in the Brazilian Amazon and that their civilization was so old and sophisticated that it would forever alter the Western view of the Americas.”

			This quote exemplifies the driving force behind Fawcett’s interest in Z. He believed that the people indigenous to the Amazon were more than just “savage”: that they had an ability to survive and even thrive which far surpassed Western understanding. The discovery of a vast and well-ordered civilization would undermine the Western assumption of superiority over tribes native to the Americas.

			“While most of my articles seem unrelated, they typically have one common thread: obsession. They are about ordinary people driven to do extraordinary things—things that most of us would never dare—who get some germ of an idea in their heads that metastasizes until it consumes them.”

			David Grann speaks directly to his motivation in writing this book and to his own character. He does not share many traits with Colonel Fawcett, but he shares this one characteristic of personality: a tendency toward obsession. Luckily for Grann, his obsessions haven’t caused him major harm yet.

			“He was trained to be an apostle of Western civilization: to go forth and convert the world to capitalism and Christianity, to transform pastures into plantations and huts into hotels, to introduce to those living in the Stone Age the marvels of the steam engine and locomotive, and to ensure that the sun never set on the British Empire.”

			In some ways Fawcett was an arbiter of the civilization from which he was brought forth, and in other ways he ran against the grain. He embraced the role of the life-risking explorer as only a turn-of-the-century Englishman could, and he did tend to believe in the superiority of white Westerners, but he did not believe in the acculturation of or violence against indigenous tribes in which so many of his rivals engaged.

			“The rise of science in the nineteenth century had had a paradoxical effect: while it undermined faith in Christianity and the literal word of the Bible, it also created an enormous void for someone to explain the mysteries of the universe that lay beyond microbes and evolution and capitalist greed.”

			The scientific revolution set the stage for explorers like Fawcett in the post-Victorian era. Paradoxically, science undermined the public’s understanding of their world—founded mainly on religious doctrine. As people questioned reality, anything became possible. The Amazon, perhaps, represented a mystery as great as any.

			“In 1885, Haggard published King Solomon’s Mines, which was advertised as ‘THE MOST AMAZING BOOK EVER WRITTEN.’ Like many quest novels, it was patterned on folktales and myths, such as that of the Holy Grail. The hero is the iconic Allan Quatermain, a no-nonsense elephant hunter who searches for a hidden cache of diamonds in Africa with a map traced in blood.”

			Around the turn of the 20th century, an obsession with exploration of the unknown was deeply infused in the collective Western psyche. That there had never even been an English language novel set in Africa until Sir H. Rider Haggard’s King Solomon’s Mines perfectly illustrates this shift in the cultural zeitgeist. Fawcett’s brother Edward was also swept up in this phenomenon and became a successful adventure novelist. Fawcett himself became the object of the public’s thirst for these types of stories.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					In 2017, The Lost City of Z was made into a film starring Charlie Hunnam as Colonel Fawcett. Coincidentally, the film is being produced by Amazon Studios.

					David Grann also wrote a book on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle called The Devil and Sherlock Holmes. Doyle’s famous book The Lost World was inspired by Colonel Fawcett’s adventures.

					Charles C. Mann’s book 1491 was published not long after Grann returned from his trip to the Amazon. This book has reshaped much of the public’s thinking around what the Americas looked like before the arrival of Christopher Columbus.

					Colonel Fawcett was not actually a “Colonel” at all. The highest military rank he received was Lieutenant Colonel, but he insisted on adopting the title Colonel in order to command more respect from locals in Brazil.

					Grann provides numerous colorful descriptions of life aboard ocean liners crossing the Atlantic. These descriptions were sourced from the Lamport & Holt brochure “South America: The Land of Opportunity, a Continent of Scenic Wonders, a Paradise for the Tourist”; P.M. Heaton’s Lamport & Holt Line; and John Maxtone-Graham’s The Only Way to Cross.

					Racist views toward Native Americans were not held by Victorian England alone. These views were also widespread in the Brazilian government and populace. In 1909, Dr. Hermann von Ihering, director of the São Paulo Museum, said that Indians contribute “neither to labor nor to progress,” and therefore Brazil had “no alternative but to exterminate them.”

					Along with the Victorian belief in a lost Amazonian civilization came the belief that a Hebrew tribe may have somehow found their way to the Amazon. According to the Bible, in 722 BC, the Assyrian army kidnapped ten tribes from the northern Israelite kingdom, but the aftermath was never recorded. In the 17th century, Antonio de Montesinos claimed he had found descendants of those tribes in the Amazon. He reported that Indians had spoken to him in Hebrew. These theories were later adopted by the Mormons, who believe Indians originated from a Jewish migration.

					Albert William Stevens, aerial photographer for one of Rice’s expeditions into the Amazon, was the first photographer to capture the moon’s shadow on the earth during a solar eclipse. He also broke the world record for the highest ascent in a balloon in 1935, a record which remained unbroken until 1956.

					The book called Indiana Jones and the Seven Veils is about the famous fictional archaeologist searching for Colonel Fawcett in the Amazon.

					Francisco de Orellana named the Amazon River from the Greek word meaning “one of a race of female warriors in Scythia,” in 1541. Before that time it was named the “Río Santa María de la Mar Dulce.”

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Anthropology: The study of people. Fawcett and his fellows at the Royal Geographic Society, who were making first contact with indigenous tribes, were in some ways the first anthropologists. Modern day anthropologists like Michael Heckenberger continue the study of people and culture today.

			Autopsis: From the Greek, this term refers to the process of taking full and complete notes of a situation. This is one of the key skills Fawcett was taught at the Royal Geographic Society.

			Conquistador: Leaders in the Spanish exploration and conquering of America. They were the first to describe cities like El Dorado and what Fawcett called “Z.”

			Ethnography: A branch of anthropology that involves scientific description.

			Eugenics: A pseudoscience that proposes improvements to the human race through selective breeding. The father of eugenics, Sir Francis Galton, was a member of the Royal Geographic Society. Many of the ideas fundamental to eugenics, such as the study of human “subspecies,” were taught to budding explorers like Fawcett.

			Phrenology: A pseudoscience which involves measurement of the skull under the presupposition that its size corresponds somehow to mental faculty. This was another skill taught to explorers like Fawcett at the Royal Geographic Society.

			Theosophy: A religious movement started in 1875 following mainly Buddhist teachings. Fawcett’s brother Edward was a Theosophist.

			Victorian: Referring to the period in England during the reign of Queen Victoria and all of the art, attitudes, and styles of the time. Generally associated with prudishness and stuffiness. Colonel Fawcett is often considered to be a Victorian explorer, though the bulk of his exploration occurred after Queen Victoria died.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					Shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize

					A Publishers Weekly’s Top 10 Best Books in 2009

					A New York Times Notable Book of the Year

					An ALA Notable Books for Adults

					An Indies Choice Book Award

					A Globe and Mail best book

					An Essential Man’s Library: 50 Nonfiction Adventure Book

					A Christian Science Monitor best book

			

			“Mr. Grann treats us to a harrowing reconstruction of Fawcett’s forays into the Amazonian jungle, as well as an evocative rendering of the vanished age of exploration.” —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

			“Grann cleverly knits together Fawcett’s story with his own attempts to find Z, and sets both narratives against the socio-geographical debate over whether the Amazon is and always was a ‘counterfeit paradise,’ ill-suited to large human populations.” —Andrew Anthony, The Guardian

			“Grann’s voyage, in other words, was no disappointment to him. Nor is it to readers. Although Fawcett’s story cuts through 100 years of complicated history, Grann follows its twists and turns admirably. Thoroughly researched, vividly told, this is a thrill ride from start to finish.” —Maria Arana, The Washington Post

			“Grann expertly juggles narratives, including the story of a famous, ill-fated 1996 mission to retrace Fawcett’s steps; the history of exploration in the Amazon; and Fawcett’s own venture toward Z. It’s hard to imagine that Grann left any worthwhile stone uncovered, after visiting Fawcett’s granddaughter, the Royal Geographical Society’s archives in London, Brazil’s National Library in Rio de Janeiro and a fair share of archaeologists.” —Karla Starr, Los Angeles Times

			“Largely about Fawcett, the book examines the stranglehold of passion as Grann’s vigorous research mirrors Fawcett’s obsession with uncovering the mysteries of the jungle. By interweaving the great story of Fawcett with his own investigative escapades in South America and Britain, Grann provides an in-depth, captivating character study that has the relentless energy of a classic adventure tale.” —Publishers Weekly

		

	
		
			About David Grann

			David Grann is an award-winning author and journalist. Judging by the body of his work, it seems fair to say that Grann is obsessed with obsession. The Lost City of Z is one clear example of this; Grann describes how the Amazon has been the object of many people’s obsession for hundreds of years, not least of all Colonel Fawcett and Grann himself. However, obsession is key to all of his writing, whether it is about squid hunters or the sandhogs who work beneath New York City or the world of art authentication or Sir Arthur Conan Doyle or the FBI. Many of his stories, including The Lost City of Z, began in the New Yorker, for which he is a staff writer.

			Before the New Yorker, Grann was a senior editor at the New Republic. Prior to that, he was the executive editor of The Hill. Grann received his master’s degree in international relations from the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy at Tufts and in creative writing from Boston University. He did his undergraduate study at Connecticut College.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“David Grann Interview.” Mayborn School of Journalism.

			David Grann’s official website.

			“David Grann on murder, madness and writing for The New Yorker.” Nieman Storyboard. 

			“Explorer’s ‘Deadly Obsession’ With Lost City.” NPR.

			“I am David Grann: Ask me anything.” Reddit.

			“An Interview with David Grann.” Book Browse. 

			“The Storyteller’s Storyteller.” Slate. 

			“Visiting Writers Series David Grann.” Brookdale TV Visiting Writers Series. 

			Books

			1491 by Charles C. Mann

			The Amazon: The Story of a Great River by Robin Furneaux

			Amazon Frontier: The Defeat of the Brazilian Indians by John Hemming

			The Discovery of the Amazon: According to the Account of Friar Gaspar de Carvajal and Other Documents by Jose Toribio Medina

			Exploration Fawcett by Colonel Percy Fawcett

			The Incredible Voyage by Tristan Jones

			An Introduction to Tropical Rain Forests by T. C. Whitmore

			The Lost World by Arthur Conan Doyle

			The Search for El Dorado by John Hemming

			Smithsonian Atlas of the Amazon by Michael Goulding and Ronaldo Barthem

			To the Farthest Ends of the Earth by Ian Cameron

			Other Books by David Grann

			The Devil & Sherlock Holmes: Tales of Murder, Madness, and Obsession

			Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI
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