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			The summary and analysis in this ebook are meant to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of nonfiction. This ebook is not intended as a substitute for the work that it summarizes and analyzes, and it is not authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the work’s author or publisher. Worth Books makes no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this ebook.
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			Context

			Originally published in 2002, The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For? was written as a follow-up to pastor Rick Warren’s first book, The Purpose Driven Church. 

			The Purpose Driven Life spent more than 20 months on the New York Times bestseller list and led to several other versions, including study guides and a children’s devotional. 

			Eleven years and millions of copies later, Warren introduced a new edition of his bestselling The Purpose Driven Life, noting it is the responsibility of the elders to pass on what they have learned, and “every new generation must rediscover God’s purposes for themselves.”

			In the most recent edition, published in 2013, Warren added new features for readers. For each chapter, there is now a video introduction available via QR code, and an audio Bible study link listed at the end, which adds up to 30 bonus hours of instruction. Readers receive two new chapters addressing the most common barriers to living with purpose. And, as would be expected given today’s technology and social media channels, readers also now have the option to access The Purpose Driven Life online community for questions and additional support.

		

	
		
			Overview

			Predicated on the Biblical notion that God considers 40 days a “spiritually significant time period,” The Purpose Driven Life Expanded Edition: What on Earth Am I Here For? is divided into 40 “daily” chapters. Author Rick Warren recommends readers focus on one chapter per day to best incorporate the book’s material into their daily lives. The expanded edition includes nine special features: five from the original publication and four new to the expanded edition.

			
					A Point to Ponder: Each chapter contains a corresponding daily “sound bite” which sums up the lesson for the day.

					A Verse to Remember: Each chapter includes a Bible verse directly related to the day’s topic.

					A Question to Consider: Questions to guide readers in discovering how each day’s lesson fits into their lives. 

					A Message to Hear: Forty-two audio messages from the author—one per chapter—accessed online and running an average of 45 minutes each.

					A Video Introduction: QR codes connect readers to corresponding video introductions for each chapter.

					An Audio Bible Study: A new Audio Bible Study component offers more than 30 hours of additional teachings from the author. 

					Access to an Online Community: Readers can share their journey, join in the conversation, and get support via this active online community.

					Two Bonus Chapters: Two extra chapters exploring some of the most common barriers to living a purpose-driven life.

			

			In this book, you’ll learn God’s five purposes for your earthly life: God made you as a member of his family, a model of his character, a magnifier of his glory, a minister of his grace, and a messenger of his Good News to others. There is an introductory section followed by five purpose-driven sections as follows: 

			Purpose #1—For God’s pleasure: Worship

			Purpose #2—For God’s family: Fellowship

			Purpose #3—For becoming like Christ: Discipleship

			Purpose #4—For serving God: Ministry

			Purpose #5—For a mission: Evangelism 

		

	
		
			Summary

			What on Earth Am I Here For?

			Day 1: It All Starts with God

			Author Rick Warren begins by reminding readers their time on this planet is a direct result of God’s will. He created us to serve his purpose, and focusing on our hopes, dreams, and goals will never lead us to discovering our earthly purpose. The answer to knowing your life’s purpose is not within you—it is within God.

			There are only two ways to go about discovering your purpose: speculation and revelation. Warren looks first at speculation, as he thinks this is what most people choose—the self-help route. They guess. They waffle. They wonder. They read lots of books that claim to provide important answers. They grasp at straws trying to find their higher purpose—to no avail. Speculation doesn’t work. 

			Fortunately there’s another option: revelation. We can look to God to help us understand. His teachings reveal our five purposes, providing us with an “Owner’s Manual” of sorts for living our best lives. It is only through recognizing we are here because God put us here—we exist by and for God—that we can begin to make sense of our purpose. 

			Need to Know: It’s not about you … it’s about God.

			Day 2: You Are Not an Accident

			God created us on purpose and for a purpose. He created each of us for his purpose. 

			He decided your how, when, where, and why before you were even born. Make no mistake, he didn’t need to create you, dear reader. He wanted to create you, because God is love. And he created you to exist in that love. 

			Need to Know: You are here for a reason … you are not an accident. 

			Day 3: What Drives Your Life? 

			Everyone’s life is driven by something. Warren says the five most common drivers are: 

			
					Guilt: Are you running from regrets and hiding your shame? The author tells us people who are driven by guilt are “manipulated by memories.” Consciously or unconsciously, people driven by their guilt are allowing the past to rule the present. But God is all about new beginnings and fresh starts. And while we are, each of us, a product of our past, we don’t have to remain so in our present. 

					Resentment and anger: Do you hold onto old hurts? Do you have a hard time forgiving those you believe have wronged you? Resentment hurts you much more than it hurts anyone else. By forgiving your transgressors you are releasing yourself from the pain and anger. They can only continue to hurt you if you continue to stew. 

					Fear: Do you play it safe more often than not? Do you worry about things you can’t control (which is practically everything)? Warren says that if you’re driven by fear, you’re in a self-imposed prison and it’s holding you back from realizing God’s plan for you. 

					Materialism: Do you “desire to acquire”? Warren reminds us our self-worth and our net worth are not one and the same. Material goods will not bring us security. Security manifests through your relationship with God. 

					Need for approval: Do you do things just because you want to be liked? Do you worry about what others think of you? Are you afraid of disappointing people? Being controlled by what others think is the surest way to miss your God-given purpose. Warren reminds us that Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters.” (Matthew 6:24 NLT)

			

			Warren follows the five drivers with five benefits to living a purpose-driven life: 

			
					Without purpose, life has no meaning. Adding a purpose gives us hope. 

					Living a purpose-driven life simplifies things and makes the decision-making process much less stressful. 

					Purpose adds focus to our lives, allowing us to concentrate our energies and efforts on things that really matter to us. 

					Purpose motivates us and energizes us to be our best selves. 

					A purpose-driven life prepares us for eternity by ensuring we don’t waste time creating our own earthly legacy, but instead focus on creating an eternal legacy. 

			

			Need to Know: God’s two crucial, eternal questions: 

			
					“What did you do with my Son, Jesus Christ?” 

					“What did you do with what I gave you?”

			

			Day 4: Made to Last Forever 

			Warren tells us Christians will spend far longer on the other side of death—in eternity—than in the here and now. Earth is merely a “staging area” for the real show, which is your life in eternity. And while life here on earth offers us many options for living, eternity offers only two: heaven and hell. Your relationship with God, while on this planet, directly determines your eternal future. 

			Once we realize there’s more to life than the here and now, we begin to live differently. Our priorities shift and our values change. When we realize death is not the end, but merely a transition to eternity—with eternal consequences—every move we make resonates deeply.

			Need to Know: Warren says need to think more about eternity, not less. If we have a relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, we need not fear death. It may be the end of our time on earth, but it will not be the end of us. 

			Day 5: Seeing Life from God’s View

			What you see is what you get. Or, as Warren says, the way you view your life is what shapes your life. When you picture your life, what image comes to mind? This image is your “life metaphor” according to Warren, and he says this image represents the view you hold of the world, the way you expect the world to work. 

			Your life metaphor could be influenced by any number of things and can manifest in myriad ways. Maybe you think life is a Ferris wheel, sometimes up, sometimes down, and sometimes in the middle ground. If this is you, you’re likely ready to go with the flow. Maybe you think life is a battlefield, in which case you’re probably focused on bringing home the big win. 

			The Bible offers three metaphors which reflect God’s view of life: Life on earth is a test; Life on earth is a trust; Life on earth is a temporary assignment. On Day 5, Warren shares two of the three. 

			God is always testing us. He tests our character, our faith, our love, our integrity, and our loyalty. When we realize this, we understand that everything we do matters. The good news? God wants us to pass. And so the tests he gives us are never greater than the grace he’s given us to pass them. 

			It’s important to understand money is both a test and a trust. And how we handle our money on earth has a direct correlation to the richness of our spiritual blessings in eternity. 

			God has entrusted the care of his earth and everything on it, to us. We are privileged to take care of his “stuff” while we are here. And at the end of our lives, God will evaluate and reward us based on how well we took care of things he entrusted us to care for. 

			Need to Know: It’s important to identify your life metaphor so you can better understand what’s important to you. 

			Day 6: Life Is a Temporary Assignment

			To make the most of our time here on earth, we must remember two things: Life is very brief and life on earth is a temporary residence—we are not meant to be here forever. In fact, to keep us from becoming too attached to earth, God allows us to feel discontent here. Not feeling euphoric on this planet? You’re not meant to! God saved the euphoria for eternity. Remember, in the eyes of God, the greatest heroes are not the ones who are ridiculously successful here on earth, but those who recognize life is a temporary assignment and live it faithfully. 

			Need to Know: Eternal values, not earthly ones, should be the basis for our decision-making. 

			Day 7: The Reason for Everything

			The ultimate goal of the universe is to illustrate the glory of God. And the glory of God is everywhere you look. Yet there are two of God’s creations which consistently fail to bring him glory: fallen angels and us. Sin is us failing to give God glory—and none of us have given God the glory he deserves. 

			So, how do we do that? Warren says we can bring glory to God in five ways—through God’s five purposes of life. The remainder of the book will be spent exploring the five purposes outlined here: 

			
					We bring glory to God when we worship him. 

					We bring glory to God when we love others. 

					We bring glory to god when we become Christlike. 

					We bring glory to God when we share our gifts with others in service. 

					We bring glory to God when we introduce others to him. 

			

			God wants you to live for his glory. He wants you to fulfill your purpose. First you must believe: Believe he loves you and you’re here for a purpose. Then you must receive: Receive Jesus Christ into your life as your Lord and Savior. 

			Believe. Receive. 

			Need to Know: You can bring glory to God through worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. 

			Purpose #1: You Were Planned for God’s Pleasure

			Day 8: Planned for God’s Pleasure

			Bringing enjoyment to God—known as worship—is your first purpose in life. Worship looks like different things to different people, largely dependent on your religious upbringing. One thing is certain: Worship is a lifestyle, not simply lighting some candles and singing some hymns. 

			According to Warren, worship is not for your benefit, it is for the benefit of God. If you’ve ever gone to a church service and left feeling like you didn’t get anything out of it—you weren’t meant to—and you likely worshiped for the wrong reason. Of course there are enjoyable bits of fellowship and evangelism, but the purpose of worship is to bring glory to God. 

			Need to Know: Warren reminds us worship is continual. Worship is not meant for Sunday service alone. Worship is not just a part of your life … worship is your life. 

			Day 9: What Makes God Smile?

			If our first purpose on earth is to delight God through worship, what does that look like? What makes God smile? Using the story of Noah as an example, Warren tells us there are five acts of worship that make God smile. 

			
					God smiles when we love him more than anything or anyone else. Learning to love God, and to be loved by him, needs to be the most important objective in your life. 

					God smiles when we trust him completely and fully believe he knows what’s best. Noah trusted God even when it didn’t make sense. 

					God smiles when we obey him with our whole heart. Noah did exactly as God instructed him, no questions asked. God appreciates your full obedience. Warren notes, “Understanding can wait, obedience can’t.” 

					God smiles when we appreciate him and praise him. Who doesn’t love to be thanked? And there’s reciprocity here, too. When we appreciate and thank God, it brings him joy, and also increases our joy. 

					The last act of worship which makes God smile is when we use the gifts he’s given us; when we use our abilities. Every human activity, save sin, can be carried out for God’s pleasure. Even sleeping! But don’t think for a moment that God expects you to be perfect in the execution of these abilities. He understands we’re each a work in progress and considers your heart’s attitude. 

			

			When you live life in worship, your focus changes from, “‘How much pleasure am I getting out of my life?’ to ‘How much pleasure is God getting out of my life?’” 

			Need to Know: Trust God and obey him fully. Partial obedience is disobedience. 

			Day 10: The Heart of Worship

			Offering yourself to God is the heart of worship. Warren uses the term “surrender” in place of “offering,” while acknowledging that it’s a tricky word that carries negative connotations for some. At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter what you call it, just do it: Surrender yourself to God. 

			Easier said than done! Warren cites three barriers to surrender: fear, pride, and confusion. 

			Trust is integral to surrender, but it’s difficult to surrender when you don’t know if you can trust someone. The more you understand how much God loves you, the easier it will be to surrender. Remember, he sacrificed his Son for you … that’s a lot of love, right there. 

			Pride is another deterrent to surrender. We don’t want to admit we’re not really in charge—that we don’t have control. And so we struggle. We’re struggling with God for control. Who is going to win that battle? Hint: Not you. Not now. Not ever. 

			And finally, confusion. Confusion with regard to the very definition of the word “surrender.” Warren says this is the paradox: Victory comes through surrender. You see, surrendering to God doesn’t weaken you, it strengthens you. Eventually, everybody surrenders. Either you surrender to God and are strengthened, or you surrender to money, lust, greed, and other forsaken idols, and lose sight of what’s most important. 

			Need to Know: In the words of E. Stanley Jones, “If you don’t surrender to Christ, you surrender to chaos.” 

			Day 11: Becoming Best Friends with God 

			God wants to be your BFF—best friend forever. Knowing and loving him is your greatest privilege and being known and loved is his greatest pleasure. But what does that look like? It’s easy enough to see things as master-servant or even parent-child, but what would a friendship with God look like? How do you become best friends with God? Warren looks at two “secrets of friendship” with God today, and four more on Day 12. 

			
					Constant conversation is key to developing your friendship with God. Of course a daily devotional is important, but Warren is referring to an ongoing conversation with God, throughout your day, involving him in everything you think and everything you do. 

					Continual meditation is the second way to establish your friendship with God. It’s unlikely you are able to spend the entire day studying the Bible, but you can certainly think about it, remembering relevant verses and musing more deeply about them. Warren notes that when you think about a problem over and over, it’s called worry, but when you think about God’s word over and over—that’s called meditation. 

			

			Need to Know: One way to have a conversation with God is through “breath prayers,” which are brief sentences, simple phrases, or scripture, which can be repeated in a single breath. Examples given by Warren include: “‘I receive your grace,’” “‘I want to know you,’” “‘You are my God.’” 

			Day 12: Developing Your Friendship with God

			In continuing to look at best practices for developing a friendship with God, Warren reviews four more secrets to a friendship with God. 

			
					Choose to be honest with God. God appreciates authenticity even when it means you express feelings of anger and resentment toward him. He understands, and uses all that you give him for good. There’s even a book in the Bible—the book of Psalms, full of ranting, raving, doubts, and fear—fully dedicated to candid honesty. 

					Choose obedience. When we choose to obey God—even when we don’t understand why—we are strengthening our friendship with him. Obedience is born not out of fear, but out of trust. 

					Align your values with God. What’s important to him should be important to you. That’s how friends support one another. And Warren reminds us what’s most important to God is the redemption of his people. To be friends with God, you need to care about the people he cares about. 

					Choose him as your friend. More than anything, you must want to have a friendship with God. A friendship built on love, not duty. It’s your choice. You can have as much, or as little, of this friendship with God as you wish. 

			

			Need to Know: God does not expect perfection, but he does expect complete honesty. 

			Day 13: Worship that Pleases God

			God is not interested in a part-time commitment. He wants all of you, all the time. Warren says God’s favorite kind of worship has four traits: 

			
					It’s accurate. Don’t create your own image of God—worship him as he is revealed to you in the Bible. Your worship must be based on the truth of scripture. 

					It’s authentic. Worship is not about using the right words, in the right way, at the right time. Worship is about being honest, and real, and sharing your most heartfelt thoughts with God. Be yourself. 

					It’s thoughtful. Pay attention to your words. Be specific in your worship. Warren encourages readers to explore scripture in different translations to bring expanded sensibilities to their worship. 

					It’s practical. Show up in person. If your body isn’t there, neither are you! Get out of bed to worship when you’re tired; show up to help someone out even when you’d rather not, but said you would. Sacrifice for the sake of practical worship. 

			

			Need to Know: Warren says, “If worship is mindless, it’s meaningless.” 

			Day 14: When God Seems Distant

			It’s easy to worship God when things are going swimmingly. But what happens when life takes a turn for the worse, and God seems nowhere to be found? How do you worship during times of scarcity and strife? 

			Warren says God tests us with periods of separation to “mature our friendship,” to test our faith. Will you continue to love God when you have no evidence of his presence in your life? And what will you do when life completely falls apart and God seems nowhere to be found? 

			Pour out your heart to God. Tell him how you really feel. Admitting you feel hopeless and angry is actually a statement of faith. You’re telling God you still believe in him, believe he’s willing to listen to you, and believe he won’t stop loving you. 

			Regardless of your current situation, hang onto what you know of God. He is constant in his love for you. As V. Raymond Edman said, “‘Never doubt in the dark what God told you in the light.’” 

			Trust that God will keep his promises. He will not abandon you. Remain faithful. 

			Don’t lose sight of what God has already done for you—he gave his only Son so you could share in God’s glory forever. 

			Need to Know: Your faith in God is more important than your feelings of God. 

			Purpose #2: You Were Formed for God’s Family

			Day 15: Formed for God’s Family

			Warren notes that when God created you, it was with the intention that you would be a part of his family—the highest honor you can receive. God doesn’t need a family—he wants one. And your invitation is always open. To accept it, you need only accept Jesus Christ into your life. When you put your faith in Christ, God becomes your father, and other believers become your brothers and sisters in a spiritual family that lasts through eternity. 

			Becoming a member of God’s family is simple: You must publicly identify, through baptism, your desire to be a part of God’s family. The Bible is clear that baptism is not optional. Warren likens it to wearing a wedding ring when you get married. If you’ve not yet been baptized, it’s critical you do so as soon as possible, following Jesus’s command. 

			Being a part of God’s family has its benefits! As a child of God, everything God has also belongs to you. And it is this eternal inheritance, rather than our retirement account, which Warren says we should be focused on. He goes on to list a few of the opportunities that come with your eternal inheritance, including: 

			
					The opportunity to be with God forever.

					The opportunity to be changed to be like Christ.

					The opportunity to be freed from all pain, suffering, and death. 

					The opportunity to be rewarded and reassigned positions of service. 

					The opportunity to share in Christ’s glory.

			

			Need to Know: Your second purpose in life is to become a part of God’s family through fellowship. 

			Day 16: What Matters Most

			God is love—and the most important thing in life is that we learn how to love. The Bible tells us this needs to be our top priority. Through fellowship, Warren says, we learn three important things: 

			
					Love makes life worthwhile. Relationships are the most important thing you have in your life. They’re not something to be squeezed into your schedule or obligations that must be fulfilled. Warren points out that all ten of the commandments are about relationships. 

					Love lasts forever. People will remember how you made them feel. That’s what is important. It’s not about things … it’s about people. 

					God will evaluate us based on our relationships. In eternity, you will have only your character to speak for you. Warren suggests beginning each day with the goal of spending time loving God and loving other people—particularly those in need. 

			

			Need to Know: The essence of love is time. When you give of your time, when you are focused on the one you love, that is the greatest gift of all. 

			Day 17: A Place to Belong

			Warren explains that being a part of God’s family is not just about believing—you also need to belong, because while your relationship to Christ is personal, it’s not meant to be private. Being a member of the church is vital to your life with Christ. Warren notes that today’s culture of “independent individualism” has created “bunny believers” who hop from one church to the next, without ever becoming a member of a specific church—and that’s not okay. The Bible offers several compelling reasons for joining a church. 

			When you have a church family, you’re publicly identifying as a member of God’s family. You’re committed to a specific group of disciples. Your church family will give you plenty of opportunities to practice love in the real world and will give you an opportunity to develop your spiritual maturity. Your church will also support you in avoiding temptation and will help keep you “on track.” Remember, biblical fellowship means we’re as committed to each other as we are to God. The church is God’s way of carrying his message to the world. By joining a church, you are sharing in Christ’s mission to spread God’s love. 

			Need to Know: Warren reminds us the difference between being a church attender and being a church member is your commitment—not only your commitment to Christ, but your commitment to other Christians. 

			Day 18: Experiencing Life Together 

			Real fellowship is about more than just showing up at church. It’s about showing up in life. In “real” fellowship (rather than fake fellowship), members experience authenticity. This happens when people are painfully honest about their experiences in life and share the hard stuff: the hurts, the despair, the fear and shame. Authenticity requires both courage and humility. 

			Mutuality is another benefit of real fellowship—the gifts of giving and receiving. We are all more consistent in our faith and actions when we are supported by others. Mutuality provides us with an opportunity look after each other—not to be responsible for each other, but rather to each other. 

			Fellowship also offers us sympathy—called empathy by some. To be understood and to have your feelings validated, that is sympathy. To know you are not alone in your struggle is to share in God’s love. 

			The last benefit of real fellowship is that of mercy. We must make room for forgiveness and it must be immediate. Some people are reluctant to show mercy because they don’t understand the difference between forgiveness and trust. While forgiveness is about past behavior, trust is focused on future behavior. If someone repeatedly hurts you, God asks that you forgive them, but he doesn’t require you trust them—an important distinction to remember. 

			Need to Know: In the case of fellowship, size does matter, and smaller is better—with about 10 being the maximum number of people Warren recommends, noting that Jesus himself had 12 disciples. When the group is smaller, our connection and commitment to one another is strengthened, and it’s easier to identify real fellowship. 

			Day 19: Cultivating Community

			If you want to cultivate community and real fellowship, you need to commit to doing so. You need to make some tough choices. Warren highlights for us what it takes to create a loving community: 

			It takes honesty. Speak your truth. Do not be afraid of conflict. Don’t ignore important issues simply because you don’t want to rock the boat or you’re afraid someone will be angry with you. That’s not love. That’s not honesty. That’s not real fellowship. 

			It takes humility. Self-importance, narcissism, and stubborn pride are a death knell for fellowship. Be humble. Admit your weaknesses. And be patient with the weaknesses of others. 

			It takes courtesy. To build real fellowship, we must respect our uniqueness and honor our differences. That’s where courtesy comes in. Let’s face it, we can all be our own special kind of annoying. But real fellowship and community is not about how much we are like one another—it’s about our relationship with God. We’re all in the family. 

			It takes confidentiality. People need to feel safe in order to be their most vulnerable and honest selves. Being able to trust what you say in a group will not be shared outside the group is critical to building real fellowship. God does not like gossip. 

			It takes frequency. Meeting regularly with your group is a must-do for building community. Relationships take time. 

			Need to Know: Warren says, “Pride builds walls between people, humility builds bridges.”

			Day 20: Restoring Broken Fellowship

			A significant portion of the New Testament is dedicated to teaching us how to get along with one another. For anyone who wants God’s blessing on their life and truly wants to be a part of God’s family, it is necessary to also be a peacemaker. This doesn’t mean you should avoid conflict, or pretend it doesn’t exist. Nor does it mean you should play the role of doormat, always giving in to louder voices. Being a peacemaker means standing your ground and working toward reconciliation. 

			So how do we restore a relationship? How do we make things right when they’ve gone horribly wrong? Warren has some thoughts on this: 

			Have a chat with God before talking to the other person. Pray with God about the conflict rather than gossip about it with a friend. God will guide you. 

			Take the initiative—don’t wait. It really doesn’t matter who did what to whom first. God expects you to take the initiative. And if you wait, the divide will only grow wider. 

			Sympathize. Listen to what the other person has to say. Don’t try to change their mind. Don’t insist on being right. This is not about facts, it’s about feelings. Try to be patient and hear what the other person is feeling. 

			Own your piece of the conflict. As they say, “It takes two.” Conflict does not happen in a vacuum. Take responsibility for your actions. Admit your mistakes. Own your weakness. Don’t make excuses. Move forward together. 

			Don’t attack the person—attack the problem. Warren says we must make a choice between fixing the problem and fixing the blame, because we can’t do both at the same time. 

			Play nice—cooperate. As your mom often said, “Would it kill you to get along?” For the sake of real fellowship, seek to compromise and keep the peace. 

			Remember, you’re looking for reconciliation—not resolution. This is an important distinction made by Warren. He says that reconciliation focuses on the relationship, while resolution focuses on the problem. So when we aim to reconcile, often times the problem disappears, because it becomes more important to us to rebuild our relationship than to be right. 

			Need to Know: Choose your words carefully. What you say is as important as how you say it. You can’t take it back once it’s out there. 

			Day 21: Protecting Your Church

			There is nothing on earth more important to God than his church. And, as Christians, it is our job to protect his church and to protect our fellowship. How do we accomplish this? How do we preserve the unity? 

			Turn your eye toward the commonalities, not the differences. God created each of us to be unique in our own way. Diversity is in the hand of God. He asks for unity—not uniformity. Focus on fulfilling God’s purpose and seek harmony. 

			Keep your expectations realistic. We are imperfect. The church is imperfect. Insisting on perfection as a condition for love goes against God’s notion of fellowship and grace. 

			Go high—encourage, don’t criticize. This one’s very simple: Do not stand in judgment. It is not your place. 

			Ignore the gossip. Gossip destroys unity. God does not like gossip. 

			Go with God’s method of conflict resolution. Jesus shared a three-step process to resolve conflict. First, speak to the person with whom you are in conflict and try to work it out. If that doesn’t work, ask a church member to accompany you and try, again, to resolve the conflict. Adding another person to the mix brings a fresh perspective for all. If neither of these ideas works, tell your church. Let the church step in to help resolve the issue. 

			Support your church leaders. Be respectful of their efforts to preserve unity. They are often faced with the daunting task of trying to keep everyone happy—even Jesus couldn’t do that!

			Need to Know: Pay more attention to what you have in common with others in your church, than to how you are different. Be realistic in your expectations. 

			Purpose #3: You Were Created to Become Like Christ

			Day 22: Created to Become Like Christ

			Warren tells us our third purpose in life is to become like Jesus. He’s very clear, though, when he says we should never think we could ever become God; but we can become godly. We can take on God’s character and God’s values. Character development is among God’s highest wishes for us—but we can’t do it on our own. Through the choices we make, the actions we take, and the trust we put in God to help us follow through, we are allowing Christ to live through us. And it is through this inhabitation of Christ that we begin to develop character. 

			God waits for us to take the first step. Don’t let your fear hold you back. It is only once you move forward, in spite of your weakness, that God steps in and releases his power. Some people think there’s nothing more to growth than reading the Bible and praying. They’re wrong. As we know, fellowship is an integral part of our growth and one of our purposes here on earth. God uses people, his Word, and daily circumstances to help us grow. We need to be out in the world for that to happen. 

			Of course nothing so complex as spiritual growth happens overnight. Transformation takes time and dedication. We are each a work in progress. 

			Need to Know: It is God’s job to help us grow. 

			Day 23: How We Grow

			It’s time to grow up! We know from yesterday’s lesson that spiritual growth is not a given. We have to commit to it. And we need to recognize that the choices we make and actions we take directly affect whether we grow up—or simply grow old. 

			Character development is a direct result of making Christlike choices in our day-to-day lives. And it generally means changing the way we do things. Changing the way we think about things. Remember, you’re not alone in this endeavor—God is here to help. 

			Changing the way you think is not about willpower. It’s not about forcing yourself to think differently. It’s about adjusting your autopilot through a mental shift Warren calls “repentance,” which focuses on adopting a Christlike way of thinking and overall perspective on life. Stop thinking immature, self-centered thoughts, and start thinking more about others. 

			Need to Know: Warren shares that “every behavior is motivated by a belief, and every action is prompted by an attitude.” 

			Day 24: Transformed by Truth

			The Bible is much more than a guidebook. It is God’s Word and it is alive. The Bible is responsible for creating life, building faith, driving change, producing miracles, and so much more. We must never take God’s Word for granted. We cannot live without it. 

			What does it mean to abide by God’s Word? Warren tells us there are three activities that guide us in this quest: 

			
					Accept the Bible’s authority as the standard for your life. Rely on it fully as it will answer your questions and provide all the guidance you need. 

					Assimilate the Bible’s truth by receiving it, reading it, researching it, remembering it, and reflecting on it. Allow yourself to be open and receptive to receiving God’s word. 

					Assimilating God’s Word is useless if you don’t put it to use in your life. Apply the principles of God’s Word every day. 

			

			Need to Know: Read the Bible daily. Study the Bible regularly. This means asking questions, writing down your thoughts, discussing it in fellowship. 

			Day 25: Transformed by Trouble

			God uses problems to bring us closer to him. It’s often in our darkest days when we have the most meaningful conversations and interactions with God. Every single problem is an opportunity to build character—to become more Christlike—provided you do your best to respond to the problem as Christ would. What does that look like? Warren provides some insight: 

			Remember God has your best interests at heart. Stay focused on God’s plan—not your own plan. And remember that your pain isn’t going to be forever. In Philippians 4:4 (NV), we’re told to “‘rejoice in the Lord always.’” Take comfort in knowing God is on your side—no matter what is happening. 

			Need to Know: Don’t ask, “Why me?” Instead ask, “What can I learn from this moment to make me more Christlike?” 

			Day 26: Growing Through Temptation

			Each and every time we’re confronted with temptation, we have an opportunity to develop our character and to become more Christlike. To better understand this idea, we need to take a look at Christ’s qualities. Warren shares nine qualities of Christ, which he refers to as “fruit of the Spirit”: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Developing our character means developing these qualities. According to Warren, one of the most important spiritual truths is this: God helps us develop our character by allowing us to experience circumstances that tempt us to become un-Christlike. He presents us with challenges and gives us the choice to decide how we’ll respond. Every time you make a good choice, your character continues to grow in a Christlike direction. 

			Need to Know: Temptation (Satan) will try to trick us into making the wrong choices. Temptation will play on our minds by introducing desire, doubt, and deception. 

			Day 27: Defeating Temptation

			Try as we might, sometimes temptation just seems too overwhelming to handle. In moments like these, remember there is always a way out. Warren offers some concrete steps to work through the temptation. First, focus your attention on something else—don’t try to resist the temptation. In fact, by resisting temptation, we’re actually reinforcing it in our minds because we’re thinking about it. Instead, redirect. Think of something else entirely. Remove yourself from the situation, if necessary. 

			Warren also recommends sharing your struggle with a godly friend or support group. Of course it’s humbling to admit our weaknesses, but it’s that lack of humility that is keeping you from defeating the temptation. Recognize your vulnerability, own your struggle, and you will begin to overcome temptation. 

			Need to Know: Don’t try to hide your struggle from your support group; hiding it only intensifies the temptation.

			Day 28: It Takes Time

			Growth takes time. God doesn’t care about speed, he cares about strength. It’s not how fast, but how far. Again, Warren reminds us, “growth is gradual.” Why? It’s painful. It’s scary. There’s a lot we have to unlearn and good habits take time to develop. 

			We must remember God is working through us. Be patient. Stay the course and know you are not alone. 

			Need to Know: These days, the need for immediate gratification in all things is ever-present. Resist that need and focus on your growth in God. 

			Purpose #4: You Were Shaped for Serving God

			Day 29: Accepting Your Assignment

			You were put here to make a difference. This is your ministry, your service to God. Warren tells us the word “ministry” is often misunderstood. Upon hearing it, people often think only of pastors, priests, and professional clergy, but every member of God’s family is a minister. In the Bible, service and ministry mean the same thing. 

			You must act on what you know and practice what you believe. Because at the end of your life God will evaluate your ministry. He will look at how well you served others, not just how well you served yourself. If you’re not currently involved in ministry, perhaps you should ask yourself why? What excuses have you been using? Stop it and serve. 

			Need to Know: For Christians, service is not optional. You don’t get to decide if this is something that fits into your schedule. Christ came “to serve” and “to give” and, as Christians, we must do the same. 

			Day 30: Shaped for Serving God

			Warren addresses the notion that we are formed to serve God on earth, and introduces readers to SHAPE, which stands for: Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience. Two of the five factors of SHAPE are reviewed on Day 30. 

			SPIRITUAL GIFTS: God gave you a unique set of spiritual gifts and he wants you to use them. Your gifts were given to you for the benefit of others, in the same way that others’ gifts were given to them to be used for your benefit. Be wary of “gift-envy” and “gift-projection.” The first occurs when you are envious of another’s gifts rather than honoring your own. “Gift-projection” happens when you think everyone else should have your same gifts and feel as passionate as you do about them. 

			HEART: Another word for “heart” is “passion.” You feel passionate about certain things—and not so passionate about others. Your passion is a clue to where your service should be focused. Pay attention to those things that excite you. Enthusiasm is one of the first indicators of serving God through your heart. Effectiveness is another such sign. 

			Need to Know: When you’re doing what God gave you the talent to do, you naturally become good at it.

			Day 31: Understanding Your Shape

			Warren explores the remaining factors of SHAPE. 

			ABILITIES: All of our abilities were given to us by God—even the ones that might appear to be less than godly—and all of our abilities can be used for God’s glory. For instance, let’s say you’re really good at making money. You could stay focused on getting rich and buying things, or you could, instead, focus on raising money for a worthy cause, using your God-given abilities to do good in the world. 

			PERSONALITY: You are truly unique. And the way you express your ministry will be unique to you. Some people are introverts and some are extroverts. God works through each personality type in a different way and no one type is best suited to ministry. Use your personality to serve God in a way that’s comfortable to you. 

			EXPERIENCES: Each one of us has been shaped by our own life experiences. Whether it’s experience related to family, work, or education; whether the experiences are joyful, painful, or somewhere in between, all experiences are worth sharing. Sometimes it’s sharing the painful experiences that provide the most service to others. 

			Need to Know: God gave you your unique abilities for ministry—not just to make a living! We’re all affected differently by our experiences, and our ministry will reflect as much. 

			Day 32: Using What God Gave You

			Now that you know what SHAPE is, how do you go about discovering yours? Warren advises you to begin by taking a long, honest look at your gifts and abilities. Make a list. Talk to friends, making sure they understand that you want truthful answers, not a feather to put in your cap. Think about where you’ve been especially successful in life. 

			Next, you’ll want to consider your heart and your personality. What do you like to do? What’s your temperament? What experiences have you had, and what have you learned that you can share with others? This one takes time. Warren suggests spending a weekend in a “life review retreat” where you take time to focus on how God’s gifts have worked through you in a variety of life situations. 

			Once you have some sense of your SHAPE, accept it, appreciate it, and continue to develop it. We will all serve God in eternity; your service begins on earth. 

			Need to Know: Experiment with different areas of service. Experimentation is key. You can’t figure out all of your spiritual gifts without volunteering to share some of them first.

			Day 33: How Real Servants Act

			Anyone can be a servant—the only requirement is character. But Warren is quick to point out that you can serve for a lifetime in church without ever being a servant. Being a servant requires a servant’s heart. 

			Real servants make themselves available to serve at any time. Their schedules do not conflict with God’s schedule. They keep their eyes open and are always on the lookout for ways to serve others. It doesn’t matter if it’s a big task or a small one. Real servants give equal dedication to all tasks and are not too good for anything, or anyone. They keep a low profile, choosing not to promote their service or call attention to themselves and they know the meaning of commitment. Real servants can be counted on to keep their promises and to show up in service. 

			Need to Know: It’s better to serve imperfectly than to avoid serving because you haven’t mastered the task at hand. Perfection in service is not required, so long as you are serving with all your heart.

			Day 34: Thinking Like a Servant

			Attitude is more important than achievement. God cares more about why you do something than what you’re doing when it comes to service. Warren says real servants have a mindset that includes five specific attitudes: 

			
					Thinking more about others. Service is not about getting others to like us, or meeting the right people. It’s about allowing God to use us for his purposes. 

					Remembering we are stewards, not owners. God owns it all. Don’t ever forget that. 

					Keeping the focus on our own work. It’s not your job to evaluate God’s other servants. 

					Basing our identity in Christ. Servants don’t need a shelf full of trophies, awards, and accolades—they have settled their identity in Christ. 

					Regarding ministry as an opportunity. Real servants come to ministry with joy and grace in their hearts. They enjoy serving others and don’t look at service as something that has to be done to secure God’s graces. 

			

			Need to Know: Real servants have reconciled their issues with money and have chosen to live for ministry rather than live for money.

			Day 35: God’s Power in Your Weakness

			We must learn to be content with our weaknesses. Being content is an expression of faith, because we are saying we recognize that God knows best and that he loves us in spite of our weaknesses. It also encourages us to be humble and spreads fellowship among believers—we are all in this together. 

			When we honestly share our weakness with others and allow our vulnerability to show through, we experience God’s grace at its fullest. 

			Need to Know: Don’t be afraid to admit it when you lack strength! God loves to use imperfect people to do extraordinary things. 

			Purpose #5: You Were Made for a Mission

			Day 36: Made for a Mission

			You were made for an important mission: to tell the people of the world about Jesus. This is a huge honor, as it means you are not only representing God, you are also working with God in the building of his kingdom. Sharing your knowledge of Jesus is the greatest kindness you can show anyone, and it will have a lasting impact on others’ eternal destiny. If you ignore your mission, you are wasting the life God gave you. 

			Warren shares a story of his father, a minister for more than fifty years, who, on his deathbed, could not stop repeating the phrase, “Got to save one more for Jesus!” Warren has made this his life’s work and invites readers to do the same. 

			Need to Know: If you commit fully to your mission, you will experience God’s blessings in extraordinary ways. There is almost nothing God won’t do for one who lives to carry out his mission of evangelism. 

			Day 37: Sharing Your Life Message

			With your mission in life comes your own Life Message. Your Life Message has four parts: 

			
					Testimony. When you share your testimony, you’re talking about how Christ has made a difference in your life. No two testimonies are ever the same, which is one of the reasons it’s so important to share yours. 

					Life Lessons. There’s not enough time for each of us to learn all the lessons on our own. We must learn from one another. Write down your major life lessons. Make a list. Share what you’ve learned. 

					Godly passions. God gives each of us something to be passionate about: a cause that’s important to him, something he wants us to champion. Whatever it is, you will feel compelled to speak about it. Don’t ignore your godly passions. To do so would be to ignore God’s wishes. 

					Good News. What’s the Good News? Our sins are forgiven when we trust in God’s grace. We are given a purpose and an eternal home in heaven.

			

			Need to Know: If you don’t share your testimony, it will be lost forever. 

			Day 38: Becoming a World-Class Christian

			Warren makes a distinction between worldly Christians and world-class Christians. Worldly Christians are more interested in how God can improve things for them than they are in serving to improve the lives of others. To be a world-class Christian, we have to shift our thinking. To begin, we must stop thinking so much about our own needs, and start thinking more about others’ needs. One way to do this is to ask God to help you consider the needs of unbelievers so that you can figure out where they are in their journey and help bring them closer to Christ. 

			Thinking globally, instead of locally, is another way to shift toward becoming a world-class Christian. One of the easiest ways to do this is to participate in a mission project in another country. This hands-on experience will strengthen your faith and fill you with joy. 

			If you truly want to be a world-class Christian, stop making excuses for why you’re not serving on-mission. There are plenty of ways to make it happen. There are agencies who can help. Warren tells us that God wants his whole church to take his whole mission to the whole world. 

			Need to Know: If you want to shift to world-class Christian thinking, stop thinking about the here and now and start thinking about eternity. What happens here on earth is temporary and unimportant—focus instead on your eternal perspective. 

			Day 39: Balancing Your Life

			It’s important to keep balance in your life. Warren says to remember that God has five purposes for your life: 

			
					You are meant to love God through worship. 

					You are to show love for others through ministry. 

					You are to share God’s message through evangelism. 

					You were formed by God to be a part of his family so that you could take part in fellowship. 

					You were created to become Christlike; you are meant to grow through discipleship. 

			

			In order to live a purpose-driven life, it is necessary to give yourself regular spiritual checkups; talk about God’s purpose for you with friends and in small groups; keep track of your thoughts regarding God’s purpose for you in a journal; and share what you know about God’s purpose for you. 

			Need to Know: When we share what we know about God’s purpose, we help his kingdom to grow and we bring glory to God. 

			Day 40: Living with Purpose

			It’s not always easy to stay focused on what matters most and sometimes we can drift off course. Warren recommends putting together a “Life Purpose Statement” to review regularly. He provides five questions you should consider when preparing your statement. These five questions dovetail with the five purposes. 

			
					Who or what will be at the center of your life? In other words, who are you going to worship? 

					What kind of person will you be; what kind of character will you have? This speaks to discipleship. 

					Knowing your SHAPE, how can you best serve? Who can you best help? 

					What will be your mission? How will you communicate God’s words to unbelievers? 

					What kind of community will you create in your life? Where will you practice fellowship? 

			

			There will come a day when God will review and evaluate your answers to these questions. Your number one goal should be to live up to God’s plan for you. 

			Need to Know: The statement should summarize God’s purpose for you in your own words. It will force you to think about the path of your life and to recognize what is most important to you. 

			Day 41: The Envy Trap

			In this first bonus chapter, Warren talks about envy and warns that we can only live the life God has created for us. We cannot live someone else’s God-given life—and wishing we could is a clear sign of envy. Warren outlines four harmful effects of envy: 

			
					God made you unique. Trying to be like someone else completely disregards your God-given uniqueness. 

					Envy is distracting. You can’t focus fully on realizing God’s plan for you if you’re focused on wanting what someone else has instead. 

					Envy makes short work of contentment. When you envy someone else, you are not content with what you have. So you work harder, you work longer, you work more, and you wind up exhausted and more discontent than ever before. 

					Envy is a gateway emotion and can lead us to all manner of deadly sins. 

			

			So how do we guard against envy? Warren says the Bible gives us a pathway to eradicating envy and it begins when you stop comparing yourself to others. None of us is comparable! We are, each one of us, unique. God made us that way. And he doesn’t judge you for talents you don’t have. He only expects you to be the best you. Celebrate the goodness God has given to others. Be cheerful and rejoice at their good fortune, while being grateful for who you are and what you have. Both are unique to you, and part of God’s plan for you. When things seem unfair, when envy raises its ugly head, trust in God. Never doubt that God knows what is best for you. 

			Need to Know: When we envy others’ lives, we are insulting God. Every time you wish you had a different life, you are challenging the life God has given you. Envy is a form of spiritual rebellion—one that God outlawed with the tenth commandment. 

			Day 42: The People-Pleaser Trap

			In the final bonus chapter, Warren looks at the people-pleaser trap and reminds readers we are to live only for God—not the approval of others. Of course, we all want to be liked. We all want to have friends. And we all want to be well thought of in our communities. But seeking outside validation is the flipside of envy. Whereas envy makes us say, “I need to be like you to be happy,” needing the approval of others makes us say, “I must be liked by you to be happy.” Neither works. 

			Warren outlines some of the things that can go wrong when you’re living the life of a people-pleaser. You can miss out on God’s plan for you while you’re busy trying to please everyone else. Worrying about what others think will stop you from taking risks in faith. If you’re living life as a people-pleaser, you’re probably a hypocrite. You’re wearing one mask at home, another mask in front of your neighbors, another mask at work—always looking for a way to be exactly what someone else needs you to be. As long as you’re living in fear of disapproval, you’ll never be able to fully experience God’s life message for you. You’ll be too worried about what others are thinking to share your communication. 

			So how to break free of the people-pleaser trap? Start by remembering you can’t please everyone. Not even God can do that! Keep in mind you don’t need anyone’s approval to be happy. It’s a choice you make, day in and day out. What goes on in the here and now won’t matter a bit in eternity. The only one you need to please, the only one whose purpose you need to fulfill, is God.

			Need to Know: Living your life as a people-pleaser is living a lie. You think if you can just get everyone to like you, you’ll be happy. But you’re never going to get everyone to like you. And it’s too stressful trying.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			Note: Warren includes more than a thousand quotes in The Purpose Driven Life—nearly all from scripture, using fifteen different Bible translations. This is a sampling of biblical and nonbiblical quotes.

			Biblical Quotes

			“For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible … everything got started in him and finds its purpose in him.” —Colossians 1:16 (MSG)

			Warren starts his book—on Day 1—with the revelation at the heart of the purpose-driven life: the fact that none of this is about you; it’s about God. God put you here for his own purpose, to do what he wants you to do, so any search for the meaning of life has to start with him, not with you.

			“God has … planted eternity in the human heart.” —Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NLT)

			Your life here on earth is nothing more than a short stopover before you move on to eternity. Instead of focusing on your life here, try to remember that this existence is nothing more than a preparation for your eternal life to come.

			“Everything comes from God alone. Everything lives by his power, and everything is for his glory.” —Romans 11:36 (LB)

			The glory of God is all around you, from the tiniest grain of sand to the beauty and majesty of the universe. You are here to give glory to God. By incorporating the five purposes into your life, you can work toward adding to God’s glory.

			“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” —Mark 12:30 (NIV)

			When you are worshipping God, you must do so with your whole self. Partial worship is an insult to God—he isn’t interested in the how or where, he cares only for the why. So don’t pay too much attention to saying the correct words or singing the correct songs; focus yourself on God, give yourself fully to him, and he will be pleased.

			“How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people to live together in harmony!” —Psalm 133:1 (TEV) 

			When Warren discusses fellowship, he cautions that it must be authentic. When a large group comes together to worship at church, that’s wonderful. But true fellowship takes place in smaller groups, at Bible study or Sunday school, for instance. In smaller groups, the interactions can be deeper than mere superficial small talk—people can share their burdens and help one another find their purpose. Fellowship is essential, according to Warren.

			“You are joined together with peace through the Spirit, so make every effort to continue together in this way.” —Ephesians 4:3 (NCV)

			Warren discusses the importance of unity within the Church. God wants his children to worship together and to share their lives. Therefore, focus on what is good in one another and in the Church, while trying to find a way together to address whatever problems may exist. Allow other Church members to be different from you without judging or correcting them. Don’t gossip. Remember, you are one family.

			“I glorified you on earth by completing down to the last detail what you assigned me to do.” —John 17:4 (MSG)

			You are here to serve God, and the way to do that is by serving others. God did not put you on earth to think and work only for yourself—he wants you to make a difference! Your job is to figure out what your ministry should be, and then do it. That’s the best way to honor God.

			“Don’t let the errors of evil people lead you down the wrong path and make you lose your balance.” —2 Peter 3:17 (CEV)

			Warren says that the five purposes are all equally important—you cannot be godly by focusing on only one or two, or only on those you are most passionate about. You must find a way to balance all five.

			Nonbiblical Quotes

			“God does not play dice.” —Albert Einstein

			Your life did not happen by chance. God planned for you and conceived of your existence well before you were ever born. 

			“Surely God would not have created such a being as man … to exist only for a day! No, no, man was made to exist for immortality.” —Abraham Lincoln

			The idea that this life is of utmost importance doesn’t make sense, because we are God’s creation and he plans for us to live with him in eternity. This life is merely the first step.

			“We don’t see things as they are, we see them as we are.” —Anaïs Nin

			Your view of life determines your behavior. If you think of life as a party, your focus will be on enjoying yourself. If you think of life as a grind, your focus will be on simply getting through. Warren says you must stop employing the perspectives of the outside world and instead look within for the biblical view of your life.

			“My temptations have been my masters in divinity.” —Martin Luther

			God has put temptations in our way to test us, and each time you are presented with a temptation, you have the ability to choose the right path, thereby pleasing God. Think of temptations as lessons—only by working through them and keeping your focus on God can you come to understand the depth of what God requires. 

			“What you are is God’s gift to you; what you do with yourself is your gift to God.” —Danish proverb

			Since your purpose is to do God’s will, everything you do in service to God is a present for him, a way to glorify and amplify him and thank him for your creation.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					The Purpose Driven Life is the bestselling hardcover book of all time, with more than 30 million copies sold worldwide. 

					Michael Phelps credits The Purpose Driven Life with helping get his life back on track, saying it “helped me when I was in a place where I needed the most help.” Fellow athlete Ray Lewis gave Phelps a copy of the book following his 2012 DUI. 

					According to an interview in US Weekly, Kim Kardashian listed The Purpose Driven Life, given to her by Kathy Lee Gifford, as one of her three favorite books (along with Tuesdays with Morrie and Embraced by the Light). 

					Starbucks’s 2005 “The Way I See It” campaign, which printed quotes from 63 writers, scientists, musicians, athletes, and cultural icons on Starbucks’s cups, used a quote from The Purpose Driven Life—the first to mention God within the campaign.

					Rick Warren delivered the invocation at President Barack Obama’s 2008 inauguration.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Discipleship: A work of one who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another, for example, one of the twelve in the inner circle of Christ’s followers. 

			Evangelism: Defined as the “winning or revival” of one’s “personal commitments to Christ,” the author encourages readers to accomplish this by sharing their testimony, sharing their life lessons, their godly passions and the Good News with others. 

			Fellowship: A community of interest, activity, feeling, or experience; or the quality or state of being comradely. 

			Ministry: Warren defines this as Christian service in God’s name. In the Bible, the words “servant” and “minister” are the same. 

			Worship: The practice of showing respect for God by saying prayers, singing with others, etc.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					A New York Times bestseller

					A Wall Street Journal bestseller

					A USA Today bestseller

					Winner of the ECPA Christian Book of the Year Award (2003, 2004)

			

			“The Purpose Driven Life is at the epicenter of a spiritual shock wave taking root across America in unlikely places like college campuses and offices. It’s more than a book; it has become a movement.” —ABC News

			“Rick Warren has a knack for helping people find a sense of purpose when life can seem materialistic and meaningless.” —Los Angeles Times

			“Movie stars and political leaders aren’t the only ones turning to Rick Warren for spiritual guidance. Millions of people—from NBA and LPGA players to corporate executives to high school students to prison inmates—meet regularly to discuss The Purpose Driven Life.” —TIME

		

	
		
			About Rick Warren

			Rick Warren was born in San Jose, California, in 1954 to Jimmy and Dot Warren. Following in his father’s footsteps, Warren received his undergraduate degree from California Baptist University and his pastoral training from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

			He founded Saddleback Church in Laguna Hills, California, in 1980. Under his direction, the church grew by leaps and bounds, relocating several times over the next 10 years to accommodate their ever-expanding membership. Finally landing in Lake Forest, California, they began construction on a new campus in the early ’90s. By the time construction was finished, they had 10,000 people attending weekly services. 

			Warren’s first book, published in 1995, was The Purpose Driven Church, aimed at clergy and focused on the principals of church growth.

			In 2002, Zondervan published The Purpose Driven Life, considered an antiself-help book, supported by a viral marketing campaign called “The 40 Days of Purpose.” The “40 Days of Purpose” campaign invited pastors to share the book with their congregations—day by day—for 40 days. More than 25,000 churches would ultimately take advantage of the program. 

			The release of The Purpose Driven Life increased Warren’s visibility a great deal. TIME listed him among “The 100 Most Influential People in the World” in 2005. The following year, Forbes named him “One of the World’s Most Powerful Celebrities,” Newsweek listed him among the “15 People Who Make America Great,” and US News & World Report called him one of “America’s 25 Best Leaders.” 

			Rick Warren and his wife, Kay, donate a significant portion of the proceeds from sales of The Purpose Driven Life to three specific foundations. He also paid 22 years’ worth of salary back to the church, and no longer receives compensation for his work there. In addition, he and his wife reverse-tithe, giving away 90% of their income and living on the remaining 10%. 

			Today Warren, a pastor, author, global strategist, theologian, and philanthropist, remains one of the most influential evangelists in the world. His Saddleback Church has ten satellite campuses in the United States and multiple international locations. And with an average weekly attendance of more than 22,000, his is one of the ten largest churches in America.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“An Evangelical Identity Crisis.” Lisa Miller, Newsweek.

			“Churches Debate Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven Model.” Christianity Today.

			“It’s Not About You.” Zachary K. Pearce, Huffington Post.

			“Pastor Rick Warren Is Well Prepared For A Purpose Driven Retirement.” Forbes.

			Purpose-Driven Life Website. 

			“Rick Warren Answers the Question: How Do You Forgive?” Katherine Weber, Christian Post.

			Books

			Becoming a Better You: 7 Keys to Improving Your Life Every Day by Joel Osteen

			Battlefield of The Mind: Winning the Battle in Your Mind by Joyce Meyer

			The Daniel Plan: 40 Days to a Healthier Life by Rick Warren, Daniel Amen, and Mark Hyman.

			If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat by John Ortberg

			Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence by Sarah Young

			The Praying God’s Will for Your Life: A Prayerful Walk to Spiritual Well Being by Stormie Martian

			When God Whispers Your Name by Max Lucado

			Other Books by Rick Warren

			God’s Answers to Life’s Difficult Questions (Living with Purpose) 

			Purpose of Christmas

			The Purpose Driven Church
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