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			Context

			The known crimes of Theodore Robert Bundy began after the 1969 Manson Family murders and the last gasps of the free-love movement. Feminists were blazing trails for the very types of women that Bundy was attacking and killing. He shattered the perceived safety of college campuses and forced women, and those who loved them, into a frenzied fear. The fact that he looked just like an everyday college guy was even more terrifying. A “nice” boy killing “nice” girls.

			In addition, the 1970s and ’80s were decades when serial killers seemed to be operating everywhere—from the Hillside Strangler in Los Angeles and “Son of Sam” David Berkowitz in New York, to John Wayne Gacy in Chicago, and the Green River Killer, Gary Ridgway, in Washington State. 

			Ted Bundy is one of modern America’s biggest celebrity criminals. Part of his appeal is what likely helped him obtain so many victims—he was handsome, charming, witty, and intelligent. On the outside, he was a man many women would be proud to bring home to their parents. His popularity was such that his trials were televised and female groupies attended every day. In one case, prospective jurors lined up in hopes of being a part of the spectacle. The very fact that The Stranger Beside Me exists, and is a bestseller, is a testament to Bundy’s celebrity status, despite his horrific crimes.

			Murdered and missing women remain of special interest in popular American culture. From the tragic death of Nicole Brown Simpson and the killing of Laci Peterson, to the disappearances of Natalee Holloway and so many others, the media and public continue to be drawn to these stories.

		

	
		
			Overview

			Acclaimed true crime writer and former police officer Ann Rule was friends with infamous American serial killer Ted Bundy. Having met while working together at a suicide hotline, the two became close and remained so even during Bundy’s killing sprees.

			Ann Rule, trained in criminology, recounts the story of how she began researching the missing women in her area and the search for an abductor—later known to be a killer—named “Ted.” Rule’s familiarity with local law enforcement lend an insider’s view to the tale, while her own knowledge of Ted Bundy allows for a particularly detailed view into the mind of a killer. While her background led her to realize that her friend Ted Bundy fit the profile of the killer “Ted,” Rule found it impossible to believe he could really be the one they were looking for. Though she reported him to police as a possible lead, she didn’t expect anything to come of it.

			As Ted Bundy’s guilt became more and more clear, Rule continued to feel empathy toward him and struggled to understand what would make her friend commit such horrors.

			Throughout his jail time, his escapes, his trials, and his years on death row, Ted Bundy and Ann Rule continued to correspond. In the final edition of The Stranger Beside Me, Rule updates the case and its aftermath through the use of an epilogue and several addendums, the last one written in 2008. 

		

	
		
			Summary

			The Final Chapter?—2008

			Some characters in this book are referred to using a pseudonym. In these cases, an asterisk (*) appears after the name.

			On the twentieth anniversary of publication, interest in Ted Bundy remained high. The author, considered a go-to expert on the serial killer, still received many letters from young women enthralled with Bundy, and from older women who thought they had escaped his clutches decades ago. Some survivor stories were more believable than others. Rule also answers the most common questions she is asked about Bundy, such as “Did Ted Bundy really father a child in prison?” (Most likely), “Were you in love with Ted Bundy?” (No), and “Was Ted Bundy ever cleared of homicides he was suspected of?” (Yes).

			Preface—1980

			Rule, who began writing the book that would become The Stranger Beside Me, could never have imagined the vicious killer could be someone she considered a friend. Bundy was aware, even when he was incarcerated, that she was writing this book, yet he continued to confide in her. It became a deeply personal book, and Rule attempted to chronicle the horrors Ted Bundy committed while still showing the man that she knew.

			The Stranger Beside Me

			Ted Bundy was born to a single mother, Eleanor Louise Cowell, at a time in the United States when this was a shameful start in life. His father was unknown to him. Cowell, 22, gave birth to Theodore Robert Cowell at the Elizabeth Lund Home for Unwed Mothers in Burlington, Vermont, on November 24, 1946. She returned home to Philadelphia with the baby, who would grow up believing Cowell was his sister. 

			When he was four, Cowell moved with him to Washington, where she met and married Johnnie Bundy. More children followed. After the marriage, the boy became Theodore Robert Bundy. Bundy was remembered as a good, well-liked student in high school. But in 1965, still a juvenile, he also had his first brush with the law on suspicion of burglary and car theft.

			In 1967 at the University of Washington, twenty-year-old Bundy fell in love with a beautiful, wealthy student named Stephanie Brooks*. She had long, dark hair, parted down the middle. Nearly a year later, Brooks realized that aimless, timid Bundy was not for her. The breakup devastated Bundy and he began to wander, eventually to Philadelphia and Vermont, a trip during which he discovered that he was an illegitimate child. His mother had never told him the truth.

			Ted Bundy was determined to become the type of man Stephanie was looking for. He found a new place to live and renewed vigor, even taking a ski trip to Colorado. He changed his major from Chinese to psychology, at which he excelled. 

			In September of 1969, Bundy met Meg Anders*, a divorced mother, who quickly fell in love with him. The two began a romance that seemed headed for marriage.

			Ann Rule, a true crime writer and former police officer, met twenty-four-year-old Ted Bundy in 1971 at the Seattle Crisis Clinic. She liked the handsome, amiable man right away. He seemed a throwback to the young men of her generation—short hair, a clean shave, conservative. The two worked late at night alone in a Seattle building, taking calls from, and sometimes saving, suicidal people. 

			Bundy confided in Rule about his illegitimacy, his relationship with Meg, and his abiding fixation on winning Stephanie back. And Bundy always walked Rule to her car on the nights they worked together, for her safety.

			By June of 1972, Ted Bundy graduated from college and Rule, about to be divorced, quit volunteering at the hotline. Bundy worked for the Republican party, attending functions and rubbing elbows with politicians (including the soon-to-be governor), and began studying law at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington.

			A “new” Ted Bundy contacted former flame Stephanie Brooks in summer of 1973 and swept her off her feet. Still in a relationship with Anders, Bundy made Brooks his fiancée. But by the new year, he turned cold and broke her heart. They would never speak again.

			During their brief, second stint, Brooks noticed a dark, brooding side to Bundy. She believed that Bundy had planned to break her heart in revenge for breaking his. 

			Young women were being attacked in the Seattle area in early 1974. One woman survived a brutal sexual attack on January 4. The next morning, twenty-one-year-old Lynda Healy did not show up for work. Her roommates discovered she was missing from her basement bedroom, and that the door to the outside was unlocked.

			Detectives on the scene discovered blood on the sheets of Healy’s made bed as well as on her nightgown, found hanging deep in the closet. Her backpack and clothes from the night before were missing. If there had been an intruder, he or she had left no trail. 

			Law enforcement received a call from an anonymous male who said that one man was responsible for the attacks on January 4 and 5, and had been spotted at both crime scenes. But that was all. None of Healy’s associates turned out to be suspects, and without any useful evidence, the case went cold.

			On March 12, nineteen-year-old Donna Manson, a rebellious and troubled student at Evergreen State College nearby, also disappeared. Police thought she may have committed suicide, but no body was found.

			Rule was trusted by law enforcement, who often shared information about cases she would use in her writing. Seattle police were desperate to solve the disappearances and enlisted the local author to help find a link between the abductions. She and detectives began to see a pattern. 

			On April 17, 1974, Susan Rancourt, eighteen, vanished from Central Washington State College. Soon college girls were reporting strange encounters with a tall, handsome man who drove a VW Bug with the passenger seat missing. Some witnesses spoke of the man as wearing an arm sling.

			On the night of May 6, Roberta “Kathy” Parks, twenty, didn’t return from getting coffee—this time in Oregon. Brenda Ball, twenty-two, never made it home from a Seattle bar on the night of May 31. 

			Georgeann Hawkins was an eighteen-year-old attending the University of Washington when she disappeared from campus on the night of June 10. Detectives were quickly on the scene, since young women were going missing in astonishing numbers. But as with the other cases, the alleged abductor did not leave a trace. 

			Or did he? Witnesses came forward with the story of a man on crutches and in a leg cast asking sorority girls for help. This piqued detectives’ interest because of the report of a man wearing an arm sling associated with the Rancourt disappearance. 

			The word was out that someone was taking young, beautiful college girls—nice girls, good girls—and the public was terrified. On July 14, a handsome young man wearing a sling at Lake Sammamish State Park outside Seattle was having little luck convincing a pretty girl to help him load his boat onto his VW Bug—at first. Janice Ott, twenty-three and married, agreed to help shortly after noon. Someone overheard the man say his name was “Ted” before the two walked off, Ott never returned. A witness would recall the man’s strange, vaguely British accent.

			Denise Naslund was also at the lake that day with her boyfriend and friends. At 4:30, the man with the sling was back, again asking for help with his boat. Some women turned him down, but not Naslund. She vanished with the man, just like Ott hours before, never to be seen again. 

			The missing girls had much in common. They were all white, attractive, intelligent, and had long hair, parted in the middle. Each was missed by a loving family. The disappearances, until the incidents at Lake Sammamish, took place at night and the perpetrator left no physical evidence to incriminate himself. The abductions at the lake in broad daylight were devilishly bold.

			Now detectives, the media, and the public had a name—“Ted.” Law enforcement from several jurisdictions and two states worked together closely, but much of the pressure was on the young detectives of King County, Washington, including Bob Keppel. A composite drawing based on witness accounts was nondescript, depicting an average-looking man. More distinguishing clues were “Ted’s” vaguely British accent, his winning smile, and his brown VW Bug—a popular car.

			Seattle psychiatrist Dr. Richard B. Jarvis created a psychological profile of the suspect as a man between twenty-five and thirty-five. The man was a sexual psychopath whose mental illness could go unnoticed. The suspect was not insane, but was deeply afraid of women.

			As the public called in leads on countless “Teds” and VWs, Ann Rule realized that her friend Ted Bundy fit the suspect description, resembled the composite, and sometimes affected a similar accent as “Ted.” Bundy also lived close to the missing women. But she didn’t know of him owning a car.

			Rule called a friend at the Department of Motor Vehicles and discovered that Bundy did have a car—a 1968 bronze VW Bug. The friend passed on the information to police. Rule felt guilty for even considering that nice, respectful Ted Bundy could be the suspect and put it out of her mind.

			Meanwhile, in spring of 1974, Bundy dropped out of law school in Tacoma after poor performance, planning to attend the University of Utah law school in the fall. He began work at the Washington State Department of Emergency Services, where he was not universally liked. One person who did become friends with Bundy was Carol Anne Boone Anderson, who teased him about being the “Ted” from Lake Sammamish. Several people noted his resemblance to the suspect; none took it seriously. The Ted Bundy they knew would never do such things. Still, in addition to Ann Rule, a woman from the Department of Emergency Services and a professor at the University of Washington gave Bundy’s name to the police. They described his similarities to the “Ted” suspect, but also said that his behavior wasn’t suspicious at all. 

			Only Lynn Banks, a close childhood friend of Meg Anders, thought Bundy could really be the criminal. She tried to get Meg to see the similarities to her long-term boyfriend, but Anders refused. She still did not know that Bundy had briefly reconnected with Stephanie Brooks. 

			On September 6, 1974, a construction worker near Lake Sammamish discovered human bones in the mountains. Though the remains had been scattered and destroyed by animals, detectives found hair and numerous bones, but five femur bones. Janice Ott and Denise Naslund were identified among the remains, but the femur bones indicated there could be at least two more victims. The Seattle Police Department and King County Police Department created a Task Force to investigate the thousands of leads in the “Ted” case. 

			As Bundy settled in at the University of Utah for the fall 1974 semester, he began dating local women while still in a long-distance relationship with Meg. Women stopped disappearing in Washington, but in Utah, a familiar pattern was emerging.

			Seventeen-year-old Melissa Smith, daughter of a police chief, went missing near Salt Lake City on the night of October 18, 1974. Her beaten, strangled, and sexually assaulted body was found in a park over a week later. Detective Jerry Thompson led the investigation, which had little to go on. On Halloween, Laura Aime, also seventeen, went missing. Her body, with trauma similar to Smith’s, was found on Thanksgiving in Utah’s Wasatch Mountains.

			Anders’s friend Lynn Banks read about the murders when visiting family in Utah. This time she would not allow Anders to shrug off Bundy’s resemblance to the suspect. Anders called King County police, who added Ted Bundy’s name to the vast pile of tips for a fourth time.

			Carol DaRonch, eighteen, went to the mall in Murray, Utah, on November 8, where she was approached by a man who said he was a police officer. He said he got a report that her car had been broken into, and wanted her to come check for anything missing. When she saw that her car was fine, he told her they had to file a report at the police station and that he would drive her there in his car. DaRonch didn’t listen to her intuition; instead she got into the man’s VW Bug. But she was on edge, and when he stopped the car and tried to handcuff her, she fought, managing to escape and flag down a car for help. DaRonch’s statement described the man as wearing patent leather shoes.

			Later that night, just miles away, Debby Kent, seventeen, did not return to her family at a high school play after leaving to pick up her brother. 

			By November of 1974, Ted Bundy was doing poorly in law school and drinking heavily. Meg Anders, egged on by Lynn Baker, called Salt Lake City police to report Ted Bundy’s name to investigators. Bundy visited Anders in Seattle in January 1975, seeming so much like his old self that her secret calls to police made her feel guilty. She felt silly for doubting him after he left, allegedly to return to Utah.

			Caryn Campbell, twenty-three, was vacationing in Aspen, Colorado, when she disappeared from her hotel on January 12, 1975. Her body was discovered on February 17 with signs of blunt force trauma to the head, deep cuts to the neck, and sexual assault. One witness from California recalled seeing a handsome young man in the hotel hallway around the time Campbell disappeared. 

			On March 1, the skull of Brenda Ball was found in the Washington mountains, just miles from the remains of Janice Ott and Denise Naslund. On March 3, Bob Keppel and investigators found Kathy Park’s skull and Lynda Healy’s jaw bone in the same area.

			Colorado women continued to vanish. In Vail on March 15, Julie Cunningham, twenty-six, never reached a tavern to meet her roommate. On April 6, Denise Oliverson, twenty-five, disappeared from Grand Junction. Eighteen-year-old Melanie Cooley vanished from Nederland on April 14; her body was discovered about a week later, strangled and bludgeoned. On July 1, Shelly Robertson, twenty-four, disappeared in Golden and was found dead in August. As before, the victims shared several qualities in common: they were beautiful, intelligent, and unlikely to go off with a stranger, and they all had long hair, parted down the middle.

			By March of 1975, the Task Force had investigated 2,247 lookalikes and 916 vehicles. There were still 200 suspects to go, and Ted Bundy was on that list. After Shelly Robertson, the killings stopped. 

			In June of 1975, Ted Bundy and Meg Anders made plans to wed the next Christmas. On August 16 at around 2:30 a.m., Sergeant Bob Hayward of the Utah Highway Patrol approached a suspicious VW Bug, which sped off without its lights on. After a short chase and running two stop signs, the VW pulled over and the driver, Theodore Robert Bundy, said he was lost. 

			Hayward noticed the VW’s front passenger seat sitting on the backseat and searched the car with Bundy’s permission. Hayward found some tools of the burglar’s trade: crowbars, an ice pick, ski masks, rope, a flashlight, and wire. He also found handcuffs and another mask made of pantyhose. Bundy was arrested and taken to the station where Detective Jerry Thompson released him on his own recognizance. 

			Days later, Thompson reviewed Bundy’s file and made some connections. Ted Bundy was the man Meg Anders from Seattle reported to Salt Lake City police. The Carol DaRonch and Debby Kent case files included handcuffs and a crowbar, and Melissa Smith had disappeared nearby. On August 21, Thompson arrested Bundy for possession of burglary tools. Bundy wasn’t concerned. He had an excuse for each item. 

			Detectives photographed Bundy’s VW, and a search of his immaculate apartment turned up patent leather shoes and a map of Colorado ski resorts on which someone had circled the hotel where Caryn Campbell had last been seen. By his scheduled police interview on August 22, Bundy clammed up and lawyered up.

			Bundy’s mug shot was recognized by a witness in the Kent case, but DaRonch was not sure Bundy was her abductor at first because in his police photos, he did not have a moustache. Utah police began following Bundy everywhere. They subpoenaed his credit card and school records and contacted Meg Anders.

			Ted Bundy called Ann Rule in late September 1975. It had been some time since they spoke. Bundy said he trusted her and asked that she find out from her police contacts why his school records were being subpoenaed—and to say that Ted Bundy wanted to know. Rule sensed her contacts were stalling when she called. They told her to reassure Bundy that he was just one of many names on the list.

			But Rule knew better and felt torn. Subpoenas were serious and here she was writing a book about a killer that authorities apparently thought was one of her friends. On an intellectual level in keeping with her law enforcement background, Rule saw that Bundy made a good suspect. But the man she knew on a personal level made that difficult to face.

			On October 2, Bundy was arrested in Utah for the aggravated kidnapping and attempted criminal assault of Carol DaRonch, who, along with witnesses in the Debby Kent case, identified him in a lineup.

			In the fall of 1975, detectives grilled Meg Anders, learning that Bundy often disappeared at night and had possessed items including crutches, strange women’s clothing, a fake moustache, knives, surgical gloves, and plaster of paris, used for making casts. Anders confided that Bundy had once tied her up during sex and scared her. When she checked her journal against the times that girls had disappeared, she realized that Bundy had not been with her. She also told detectives that Bundy told her not to cut her long hair, which she parted in the middle.

			Bundy started writing Rule from jail in Utah. He claimed he had never been to Colorado. However, Detective Mike Fisher of Aspen used credit cards receipts to place Bundy and his car in Colorado, tying him to Caryn Campbell, Julie Cunningham, and Denise Oliverson. 

			Detectives took Anders through more of the dates when women disappeared, discovering that Bundy tended to call her, or even be with her, not long before or after many of the killings. It seemed that he literally fit murdering into his schedule. Meanwhile, women Bundy dated behind Meg’s back came forth with tales of his strange, sometimes frightening, and manipulative behavior. The gentleman’s façade was eroding.

			Ted Bundy had many people behind him, including cousin Alan Scott and wife Jane, who knew Lynda Healy. Both reluctantly spoke with detectives. Alan was subpoenaed to show them where he and Bundy liked to hike on Washington’s Taylor Mountain—not far from Lake Sammamish. The mountain was where an eyewitness saw a VW on the side of the road the night Susan Rancourt disappeared. 

			The Washington Task Force believed it had found “Ted” in Ted Bundy. The ties to Bundy seemed endless. Detectives held a summit on November 13, 1975, to discuss Bundy and the cases in Washington, Utah, Colorado, and Oregon. Meanwhile, Bundy’s parents posted bail to free him in Utah. 

			After Thanksgiving 1975, Ted Bundy and Ann Rule met for lunch in Seattle. He seemed to be enjoying the cat-and-mouse game of police surveillance. He told Rule that the Utah charges were a misunderstanding that he was not worried about. When she asked Bundy if he had known that girls were going missing, he told Rule he had been too busy to notice. However, he would not look at Rule while they discussed it. 

			When they met again after the new year, Bundy remained confident, even as he told Rule that Anders had reported his name. However, he was not angry with her, which Rule found odd. By the end of the meeting, Bundy was drunk. He told Rule that he wanted to tell her some things, but his friend and legal advisor, lawyer John Henry Browne, wouldn’t allow it.

			Ted Bundy’s trial in Salt Lake City for the kidnapping of Carol DaRonch began on February 23, 1976. His parents and Anders were in the courtroom, as was Sharon Auer, a new love interest who convinced Bundy to become a Mormon. DaRonch was a timid but strong witness, and confidently identified Bundy as her abductor. Bundy stared at her throughout her testimony.

			Bundy had no alibi for the crime. On February 27, the judge found Bundy guilty, ordering him into custody until the March 22 sentencing. The verdict utterly shocked Bundy. 

			The sentencing was delayed for three months so that Bundy could be evaluated by a psychiatrist. It was obvious to Rule that Bundy’s ego remained intact. In the interim, Colorado detectives were building a strong case against Bundy. 

			On April 1, 1976, Rule visited a gaunt but resolute Bundy in Utah State Prison. He believed that DaRonch’s identification had been coerced and insisted he never owned the patent leather shoes the detectives claimed to find in his closet. Among Bundy’s other concerns was his love life, particularly keeping Auer and Anders apart.

			Rule received a call from a psychiatrist evaluating Bundy, Dr. Al Carlisle, who wanted her take on her friend. The doctor was struck by the starkly different impressions Bundy made on people. However, Carlisle’s diagnosis included no psychosis, brain disorder, or sexual deviance.

			On June 30, Bundy was sentenced to one to fifteen years in the Utah kidnapping case of Carol DaRonch. In Colorado, detectives discovered hairs in Bundy’s VW that could be tied to DaRonch, Caryn Campbell, and Melissa Smith. Bundy became morose and despondent in letters to Rule, but was soon back to his confident, defiant self.

			Rule remained torn about Bundy’s guilt and was still in touch with investigators in Washington, who were frustrated by the weak, circumstantial cases they had on him. It was not enough to make any arrests. It never would be. 

			…

			On October 19, 1976, Bundy was caught attempting to escape from the Utah prison and placed in temporary solitary confinement. Two days later, he was charged with the murder of Caryn Campbell in Colorado.

			Bundy’s fight against extradition to Colorado failed and he was moved to Pitkin County Jail on January 28, 1977. Rule could see that Bundy was confident. He had the audacity to call Washington detective Bob Keppel for information for his defense. After a lackluster preliminary hearing for the prosecution, Bundy fired his public defenders. Judge George Lohr had no choice but to grant his request to represent himself.

			The prisoner was transferred to Aspen’s Garfield County Jail in April, where he began to lose weight. The murder trial was set to begin November 14, 1977.

			A hearing to decide whether Bundy would face the death penalty in Colorado took place on June 7. In the law library, an uncuffed Bundy jumped from a second-floor window and escaped onto the Aspen streets. In preparation, he wore several layers of clothing in anticipation of cold Colorado nights. 

			Weather was not on his side and his ankle was injured from the jump. Bundy became lost in the mountains, unable to flee the county. On June 12, he stole a car in Aspen. At around 2:00 a.m. on June 13, his erratic driving got him pulled over by a police officer who immediately recognized and returned him to jail. 

			By this time, Meg Anders and Sharon Auer were out of the picture. Carole Ann Boone (formerly Anderson) had become Bundy’s latest female devotee and a staunch defender of his in the press.

			Bundy now faced another ninety years in prison due to his escape. However, he scored victories late in 1977 when Judge George Lohr ruled that Bundy’s crimes and alleged crimes in other states were not admissible, the death penalty was thrown out, and the trial was moved from Bundy-obsessed Aspen to Colorado Springs. 

			On December 30, it became clear that Bundy was not concerned about the upcoming trial. During the few weeks prior, he’d cut a hole in the ceiling of his cell, where his newly lithe body could just fit through the channel between the ceiling and the roof. The escape was frighteningly easy and Bundy soon stole a car to get to a train to Denver. By 11:00 a.m. on December 31, Bundy had landed at the Chicago airport. About an hour later, his jailers, who had obviously given their captor too much leeway, discovered that he had fled. As a desperate search began, Bundy was relaxing on a train to Ann Arbor, Michigan.

			On January 8, 1978, Ted Bundy arrived in Tallahassee, Florida by way of a stolen car. He took on the identity of Chris Hagen, moved into an apartment building called The Oak, and set out to live a new, clean life.

			Bundy’s good behavior lasted until the early morning hours of January 15. Florida State University Chi Omega sorority sisters Margaret Bowman and Lisa Levy were sexually assaulted and brutally murdered in their beds. In another room Karen Chandler and Kathy Kleiner were bludgeoned, but survived. Nita Neary arrived at the sorority house and witnessed Bundy leaving with a club in his hand. A few blocks away, he continued his rampage, sexually assaulting Cheryl Thomas, twenty-one, and beating her within an inch of her life. 

			Detectives had evidence this time: an eyewitness in Neary, a mask made out of pantyhose and a semen stain from Thomas’s apartment, and a vicious bite mark on Levy’s body, which experts hoped to match to a suspect. Bundy’s rage had cooled for the moment and he was back at The Oak, continuing to steal to survive.

			Fourteen-year-old Leslie Parmenter, another police officer’s daughter, was approached by a man in a white van who claimed to be a firefighter in Jacksonville, Florida, on February 8. Just then her brother, Danny, arrived to pick her up, scaring the man off. The siblings followed the van long enough to get the license plate number. They told their father, who passed it on to police.

			The next day, twelve-year-old Kimberly Leach disappeared from her middle school. Witnesses reported seeing Leach leave in a white van, while others reported a man in a white van with a young girl who looked very upset. Meanwhile, the Parmenter children helped police draw up a composite of the man they’d encountered. Detectives also discovered that the license plate belonged to a stolen van.

			After two very close calls with police on surveillance, Bundy knew it was time to leave. He wiped down his room at The Oak, as well as the white van, and left them. On February 12, 1978, he stole an orange VW Bug and slapped on some stolen plates. Two days later, Officer David Lee pulled Bundy over for stolen plates in Pensacola. A wrestling match ended with Bundy in the back of the police car, saying that he wished the officer had killed him. The officer had no idea whom he had just arrested.

			At the Pensacola station, Bundy gave an alias, and when police found out, he refused to give any name at all. He made phone calls to renowned criminal defense attorney Millard O. Farmer and Seattle lawyer John Henry Browne, both of whom told him not to talk to police. He wasn’t his usual controlled self—he seemed to be unraveling.

			Ann Rule received a call from a despondent Ted Bundy on February 16, 1978, asking her to come to Florida. She suggested to detectives that she might be able to get confessions from Bundy, but Florida law enforcement had no interest in her help. Later, she heard what had happened—from February 16–17, Bundy participated in a series of interviews with authorities, with no counsel present, in which he claimed to have murdered thirty-seven women. 

			The badly decomposed body of Kimberly Leach was found in a pig shed on April 7. Unlike the Chi Omega victims, she sustained no head injuries but appeared to have been strangled. Experts searched the white van and orange VW that Bundy had stolen. The van revealed blood matching Leach’s type, fibers linked to Leach and Bundy, and more damning receipts. Meanwhile, Bundy’s choice of lawyer, Millard O. Farmer, not licensed in Florida, was denied by authorities.

			Until July 27, 1978, Bundy faced no murder charges in Florida. Sheriff Ken Katsaris of Leon County, Florida, whom Bundy detested more than he did most other authorities, grandstanded to the press as he announced indictments in the attempted murder of Chi Omega sisters Chandler, Kleiner, and Cheryl Thomas, as well as in the murders of Levy and Bowman. A charge for the murder of Leach in Lake City followed days later. Bundy, who faced the death penalty for the murders, pleaded not guilty on all charges.

			Bundy told Ann Rule of his gratitude to Carole Ann Boone, who moved to Miami to support him. He maintained his confidence and belief in his superiority over law enforcement and its experts. But Rule was concerned that he would not get a fair trial in Florida. The press was all over Bundy, nationwide.

			Judge Edward Cowart was appointed to preside over the Chi Omega/Thomas trial in January 1979, which was televised. Bundy’s mother and Carole Ann Boone begged Bundy to work out a plea deal. Prosecutors later alleged that Bundy gave them a confession but then backed out of the second-degree murder deal.

			Psychiatrists found Bundy competent for trial, but they said that he exhibited “self-defeating, unadaptable, antisocial behavior.” Due to the case’s publicity, Judge Cowart moved the trial from Tallahassee to Miami. A team of inexperienced public defenders was assigned to Bundy, and jury selection was completed.

			Ann Rule arrived in Florida for the trial on July 3, 1979. She was shocked by the number of young, female Ted Bundy “groupies” at the courthouse. Meanwhile, Bundy was pleased when Cowart suppressed any mention of the Utah, Colorado, and Florida cases, as well as the unrecorded statement Bundy made in Florida. The trial began on July 7 and the prosecution called many witnesses, including Bundy’s surviving victims. The grotesque details of his murderous handiwork caused Rule to run out and vomit.

			Bundy was becoming less confident by the time the prosecution’s bite mark expert took the stand and said that the impressions taken of Bundy’s teeth matched up exactly with the mark on Lisa Levy. In addition, the pantyhose mask at the scene of the Thomas attack had two of Bundy’s hairs in it. 

			On July 20, Cowart reluctantly allowed Bundy to represent himself with the support of his public defenders. The judge would occasionally help the defendant/lawyer craft his arguments. Bundy’s defense strategy was to attack the state’s evidence to create reasonable doubt rather than give an alibi. Bundy did chip away a bit at the legitimacy of the bite mark expert. 

			After closing arguments, the press believed he had a solid chance. Rule was not so sure. Jurors began deliberations on July 23 at around 3:00 p.m. and returned verdicts of guilty on all charges by 9:30 that night. If Ted Bundy was upset, he didn’t show it.

			Ann Rule left before the trial’s sentencing phase, feeling a death sentence was imminent. Florida, after all, was known as the “Buckle of the Death Belt” in the United States. If only Bundy had stayed in Colorado to face his trial, she thought.

			The penalty phase began on July 28, with testimony from detectives and victims that reinforced the brutality of the crimes. Bundy’s mother, Louise, took the stand, joining others in an attempt to save her son’s life. During her testimony, Bundy actually wept. After less than two hours, the jury recommended the death penalty, and Cowart, saddened by what a waste Bundy had made of his natural talents, upheld it. Bundy was to die by electrocution in Florida’s infamous, and busy, electric chair, “Old Sparky.”

			After the July 31, 1979 death sentence, Ann Rule felt a deep sense of loss for the man who had been her friend. Nevertheless, she was acutely aware of how he had manipulated her along with other women in his life. 

			She ends The Stranger Beside Me with a list of Ted Bundy’s victims: Twenty-six women, only five of whom survived. Someday, she says, the remains of more may be found.

			Epilogue

			In January 1980, Ted Bundy faced another capital trial, this time for the murder of Kimberly Leach. Rule did not travel to Orlando for the hearing, and neither did Bundy’s parents, but Carole Ann Boone did. At trial, Bundy exhibited unhinged behavior. On February 2, the jury found him guilty. 

			Bundy was allowed to represent himself in the sentencing phase, and on February 9 he called Carole Ann Boone to the stand. Through a bit of legal trickery, Bundy asked Boone to marry him, she agreed, and the two immediately became legally married at that moment. At 3:20 p.m., the jury recommended death. On February 12, Bundy was once again formally sentenced to die in the electric chair at Raiford Prison.

			Afterword—1986

			The Stranger Beside Me was published in August 1980, and Ann Rule was deluged with interview requests and stories from women who believed they had escaped Ted Bundy. She became a sought-after speaker. Bundy was not thrilled with the book; he felt exploited, and demanded that Rule send him and Boone at least $2,500. Rule sent nothing. Although they had corresponded somewhat regularly throughout Bundy’s time in jail, they didn’t exchange a letter for years after this.

			In summer 1982, Boone and Bundy conceived a child during a prison visit. Their daughter, Rose*, was born the next year. Bundy made and lost many appeals of his convictions, but was able to obtain stays of execution up until 1986. Ann Rule wrote to him. At the time of writing the epilogue, he hadn’t answered. 

			The Last Chapter—1989

			Ted Bundy wrote his last letter to Ann Rule on August 4, 1986. To get a final stay of execution, he confessed to several murders, even to that of Leach. In all, he confessed to five murders in Colorado, five in Utah, one in Oregon, three in Florida, and two in Idaho. Bundy was suspected of killing numerous additional women, but time eventually ran out. Today, he is suspected of murdering at least thirty-six women, if not more.

			Along with his confessions, Bundy opened up to psychiatrists in his last days. He recalled his grandfather as a terrible man with vicious tendencies. And even as a toddler, Bundy himself exhibited disturbing behavior.

			Ted Bundy was electrocuted to death on January 24, 1989, with much fanfare and press coverage. Carole Ann Boone had left him. Bundy died essentially alone, save for his secrets, at the age of forty-two.

			Update: Twenty Years Later—2000

			Ted Bundy made an indelible mark on Ann Rule. She was an intelligent woman and a former police officer, but a murderer, a man she knew well, had flown below her radar. Rule was not the only one, including detectives in several states, who felt duped.

			To this day, Bundy’s true body count is unknown. By the time of this update, he was also a strong suspect in what may have been his first murder, in 1961—the disappearance of eight-year-old Ann Marie Burr. At that time, a fourteen-year-old Bundy lived just blocks away from the young girl, whose body was never found.

		

	
		
			Timeline

			November 24, 1946: Theodore Robert Cowell is born to a single mother in Burlington, Vermont. They move to Pennsylvania to live with his grandparents, who he believes to be his parents.

			1950: Louise Cowell moves with her son to Washington State and marries Johnnie Bundy, giving Ted a new last name.

			Fall 1966–1969: Bundy attends the University of Washington, settling on a psychology major.

			1967–1968: Bundy dates Stephanie Brooks, the “prototype” of his future victims.

			Early 1969: Bundy learns he is an illegitimate child.

			Fall 1969: Bundy begins dating Meg Anders, a single mother.

			June 1973: Bundy earns his psychology degree from the University of Washington.

			February 1, 1974: Bundy abducts Lynda Ann Healy from Seattle.

			March 12, 1974: Bundy abducts Donna Manson from Evergreen College in Washington.

			April 17, 1974: Bundy abducts Susan Rancourt from Central Washington State University.

			May 6, 1974: Bundy abducts Kathy Parks from Oregon State University.

			June 1, 1974: Bundy abducts Brenda Ball from Burien, Washington.

			June 11, 1974: Bundy abducts Georgeann Hawkins from the University of Washington.

			July 14, 1974: Bundy abducts Janice Ott and Denise Naslund from Lake Sammamish State Park in Washington.

			August 1974: Bundy begins law studies at the University of Utah.

			September 2, 1974: Bundy abducts an unknown woman in Boise, Idaho.

			September 6, 1974: The remains of Ott and Naslund are found in Washington.

			October 18, 1974: Bundy abducts Melissa Smith from Midvale, Oregon.

			October 27, 1974: Melissa Smith’s body is discovered near Salt Lake City.

			October 31, 1974: Bundy abducts Laura Aime from Lehi, Utah.

			November 8, 1974: Bundy tries—and fails—to abduct Carol DaRonch and later abducts Debby Kent from Bountiful, Utah.

			November 28, 1974: Aime’s body is discovered in Utah.

			January 12, 1975: Bundy abducts Caryn Campbell from Aspen, Colorado.

			March 3, 1975: Healy, Parks, Rancourt, and Ball’s skulls are discovered on Washington’s Taylor Mountain.

			March 15, 1975: Bundy abducts Julie Cunningham in Vail, Colorado.

			April 6, 1975: Bundy abducts Melanie Cooley from Nederland, Colorado.

			April 23, 1975: Cooley’s body is discovered in a Colorado canyon.

			July 1, 1975: Bundy abducts Shelley Robertson in Golden, Colorado.

			July 4, 1975: Bundy abducts Nancy Baird from Layton, Utah.

			August 16, 1975: Bundy is pulled over in Salt Lake City and arrested for having burglary tools. He is released on his own recognizance. 

			October 2, 1975: Bundy is arrested for the DaRonch abduction and jailed.

			November 13, 1975: Bundy is bailed out.

			February 23, 1976: Carol DaRonch kidnapping trial begins.

			March 1, 1976: Bundy is found guilty of DaRonch abduction; sentencing delayed.

			June 30, 1976: Bundy is sentenced to one to fifteen years in the DaRonch case and jailed.

			October 21, 1976: Bundy is charged with murder of Campbell.

			July 7, 1977: Bundy escapes from the Pitkin County, Colorado law library.

			July 13, 1977: Bundy is apprehended and jailed in Garfield County, Colorado.

			December 30, 1977: Bundy escapes again and heads to Florida.

			January 14, 1978: At the University of Florida Chi Omega sorority house, Bundy murders Margaret Bowman and Lisa Levy, and severely injures Karen Chandler and Kathy Kleiner. Blocks away, he nearly beats Cheryl Thomas to death.

			February 9, 1978: Bundy abducts Kimberly Leach in Lake City, Florida.

			February 15, 1978: In Pensacola, Bundy is arrested driving a stolen car and jailed.

			April 7, 1978: Leach’s body is found in a pig shed in Florida.

			July 27, 1978: Bundy is indicted for the Chi Omega and Thomas crimes.

			July 31, 1978: Bundy is indicted for the Leach murder.

			July 7, 1979: Chi Omega/Thomas trial begins.

			July 23, 1979: Jury finds Bundy guilty for murders of Levy and Bowman, as well as the three attacks on January 14, 1978.

			July 31, 1979: Bundy is sentenced to death for Bowman and Levy murders.

			January 7, 1980: Leach trial begins.

			February 6, 1980: Bundy is found guilty.

			February 9, 1980: Bundy is sentenced to death in Leach murder.

			July 2 and November 18, 1986: Bundy receives stays of execution.

			November 17, 1989: Bundy’s final death warrant is issued and he begins to confess his crimes.

			January 24, 1989: Ted Bundy is executed in Florida at the age of forty-two.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Meg Anders: Bundy’s girlfriend—the relationship changed from time to time. Meg, a single mother, may have been meek, but she was not stupid. She was aware of Bundy’s strange behavior, and when the police began looking for a killer named “Ted,” she had her suspicions. However, she was in love with Bundy, who always had a reasonable explanation for any seemingly bizarre possessions or habits, so she convinced herself that her doubts were unfounded. Nevertheless, Meg did eventually lead authorities to Ted Bundy. Even after his arrest and incarceration, she remained in a relationship with him.

			Sharon Auer: A fellow law student at the University of Utah, she befriended and fell in love with Bundy in Utah, helping him convert to Mormonism. She stood by him until his first escape in Colorado. Bundy asked Ann Rule to help him juggle his relationships with Auer and Meg Anders while he was in jail.

			Lynn Baker: Meg Anders’s best friend since childhood. She never liked Bundy, suspected him immediately, and pushed Anders to call the police.

			Carole Ann Boone Anderson: Bundy’s coworker in Seattle, and his eventual wife and mother of his child while behind bars. Before his execution, she left him, moved to a new state, and changed her last name and that of their daughter.

			Stephanie Brooks: Bundy’s college girlfriend, with whom he seemed obsessed. When she broke off their relationship, he was devastated—and determined to become the type of man who could fit in to her upscale lifestyle. Having reinvented himself, he rekindled their romance a few years later only to break her heart. Stephanie—pretty, with long dark hair parted in the middle—became the physical type that Bundy targeted for his murders.

			Louise Cowell Bundy: Ted Bundy’s mother, who gave birth to him while still a teenager. She passed herself off as his sister, and her own mother as Bundy’s mother, while he was a small child, and never admitted the truth even after taking him from her parents’ home. Bundy’s anger toward his mother about his illegitimacy may have been a cornerstone of his mental problems. She stood by her son until the end.

			Theodore Robert Bundy: Discovering exactly who this man was may have depended on whom one asked. Bundy had a chameleon-like quality that enabled him to live a double life as a serial killer and rapist, while those who knew his public face considered him to be the epitome of a straight-laced, respectable man. Born in shameful circumstances, he strived for acceptance, especially from his college girlfriend Stephanie, whom most of his later victims resembled. No one is certain how many women Bundy killed; he hinted that there were more than the police knew about. He was executed by electrocution in 1989.

			Bob Keppel: A Washington detective on the “Ted” Task Force, Keppel was the one to whom Bundy made most of his pre-execution confessions. The two also discussed the work of another active serial killer in the area, Gary Ridgway, the “Green River Killer.”

			Ann Rule: In a strange coincidence, true crime writer Rule was placed on a shift alone with Ted Bundy at the crisis hotline where they both worked. They became friends and kept in touch after they moved on to other jobs. Rule appreciated Bundy’s advice on her divorce, while he confided in her about his devastation over his break up with Stephanie Brooks. Throughout his jail time and trials—up until his execution—the two remained in contact. Rule was experienced enough in law enforcement to recognize the signs that Bundy was, in fact, a killer, but she retained a sense of empathy and fondness for the man she’d known at the suicide hotline. 

			Ted Bundy’s Confessed Victims and Dates of Disappearance: Down to the last hours before his execution, Bundy confessed to 31 murders and attacks. He also admitted to killing women whose names he did not know, including at least two in Idaho and three in Washington. The names, ages, and dates of death of those we know are below.

			Washington

			Lynda Ann Healy, 21: 2/1/74 

			Donna Manson,19: 3/12/74 

			Susan Rancourt, 19: 4/17/74 

			Brenda Ball, 22: 6/1/74 

			Georgeann Hawkins, 18: 6/11/74 

			Janice Ott, 23: 7/14/74 

			Denise Naslund, 19: 7/14/74

			Oregon

			Roberta “Kathy” Parks, 20: 5/6/74

			Utah

			Nancy Wilcox, 16: 10/2/74

			Melissa Smith, 17: 10/18/74 

			Laura Aime, 17: 10/31/74 

			Carol DaRonch, 18: 11/8/74 (survived)

			Debby Kent, 17: 11/8/74

			Nancy Baird, 23: 7/4/75

			Colorado

			Caryn Campbell, 23: 1/12/75

			Julie Cunningham, 26: 3/15/75

			Denise Oliverson, 25: 4/6/75

			Melanie Cooley, 18: 4/15/74

			Shelley Robertson, 24: 7/1/75

			Florida

			Lisa Levy, 20: 1/15/78

			Margaret Bowman, 21: 1/15/78

			Karen Chandler, 21: 1/15/78 (survived)

			Kathy Kleiner, 20: 1/15/78 (survived)

			Cheryl Thomas, 21: 1/15/78 (survived)

			Kimberly Ann Leach, 12: 2/9/78

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“If, as many people believe today, Ted Bundy took lives, he also saved lives. I know he did, because I was there when he did it.”

			Here, Ann Rule recalls her time working with Ted Bundy at a suicide hotline. Rule witnessed Bundy’s way of talking through personal issues with people who called in for help, and she even opened up to him herself, discussing her private life and seeking counsel from him as a friend. After his execution, Rule realized that she had known two Ted Bundys, the empathetic coworker and the sociopathic serial killer. 

			“And so, I kept on, trying to find the answer to the awful puzzle, believing that the killer, when he was found, would prove to be a man with a record of violence, a man who should never have been allowed to walk the streets, someone who must surely have shown signs of a deranged mind in the past, someone who had been let out of prison too soon.”

			Ann Rule is describing her attempts to help police solve the cases after more and more girls go missing. Bundy was nothing like the killer Rule envisioned. She knew him to be a gentleman, a helpful friend who was respectful of women. It seemed impossible to imagine that her friend Ted could be involved in anything like multiple abductions and murders. As she came to understand, his friendly act was the perfect disguise. He was a real-life wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

			“I’m the most cold-hearted son of a bitch you’ll ever meet.”

			Ted Bundy made this comment to Florida investigators in 1978, after they told him Kimberly Leach’s family needed to know where her body was to have any closure. At only twelve years old, she was even younger than his usual victims. While detectives felt sure she was dead, they kept asking Bundy for certainty, which he refused to give. He was unswayed by an appeal to his conscience.

			“Take care of yourself, young man.… I say that to you sincerely; take care of yourself. It’s a tragedy for this court to see such a total waste of humanity that I’ve experienced in this courtroom. You’re a bright young man. You’d have made a good lawyer, and I’d have loved to have you practice in front of me—but you went another way, partner. Take care of yourself. I don’t have any animosity to you. I want you to know that.”

			These are Judge Edward D. Cowart’s words to Ted Bundy as he sentenced him to death in Florida’s Chi Omega/Cheryl Thomas murder and attempted murder trial. Bundy defended himself and despite occasionally butting heads, Cowart, a very well-liked man, admired Bundy in a way. He treated Bundy’s mother gently during her testimony in the penalty phase, and he seemed to admire Bundy’s intelligence. Nevertheless, he did not overturn the death sentence. Ann Rule wondered how Bundy could be expected to take care when he was scheduled to die in the electric chair.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					As Bundy fought extradition to Colorado from Utah in November 1976, the press was more interested in Gary Gilmore, a serial killer and fellow inmate of Bundy’s at Utah State Prison. Gilmore, a murderer who fought to be executed, was the subject of Norman Mailer’s Pulitzer Prize–winning novel, The Executioner’s Song.

					John Hinckley Jr., the man who attempted to assassinate President Ronald Reagan, wanted Ted Bundy to be his pen pal. The authorities would have none of it, but Hinckley did manage to write Charles Manson and to have a short correspondence with Manson Family member Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme.

					The Stranger Beside Me is also the title of a 1995 TV movie about a seemingly charming man who becomes violent. However, it is not based on Ann Rule’s book nor on the crimes of Ted Bundy.

					It seemed Ted Bundy had an obsession with socks. In his ideal world he would have had a brand-new pair for every day.

					Jonathan Davis, the lead singer of the band Korn, had a fascination for serial killer memorabilia and once owned Ted Bundy’s VW Bug.

					During his years as a young Republican up-and-comer working for the Nelson Rockefeller and Daniel J. Evans campaigns, Ted Bundy advocated for a law in Seattle that made hitchhiking legal. This also made it easier for killers to prey on women looking for a ride on the highways.

					In 2000, Governor Jeb Bush signed a Florida law allowing death row inmates to be killed by lethal injection rather than the electric chair used to execute Ted Bundy.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Antisocial behavior/sociopathy: These terms are synonymous. Sociopathic individuals lack a conscience and do not feel compelled to follow society’s rules, and tend to be of high intelligence, knowing right from wrong in a legal sense. They are often manipulative, aware of how to behave in order to fit in with society, and emotionally immature. 

			Ted Bundy was diagnosed as such a person, which manifested in his inability to form healthy romantic relationships with women, his bold disdain for authority, and the brutal attacks and murders he committed. Bundy felt entitled to all that he took.

			Competent to stand trial: This means that the defendant is capable of understanding the charges against him and the court proceedings that will take place. Ted Bundy was ruled competent to stand trial and even to participate as his own defense lawyer.

			Electric chair: The means of execution in Florida until 2000. The electric chair was invented around 1886 by Thomas Edison’s company in hopes of developing a more humane way to execute criminals. The convicted person is strapped to a chair with electrodes placed on the body, and then an electrical current is run through them.

			Sanity: Legal sanity is different than competency to stand trial. To be found legally insane, the defendant must be found incompetent and unable to understand that his or her actions were wrong. Not only did Ted Bundy know that what he was doing was wrong, he even enjoyed sparring with the authorities. But others argue that, when his “fantasies” took over, Bundy was indeed insane.

			Serial killer: In use by law enforcement since the Son of Sam murders in the 1970s, the term has had different definitions. The FBI considers a serial killer to be someone who kills two or more people in separate events—that is, not at the same time.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					New York Times #1 Bestseller

			

			“The definitive work of American true crime from ‘America’s Best True-Crime Writer.’” —Kirkus Reviews

			“Ann Rule has an extraordinary angle that makes The Stranger Beside Me as dramatic and chilling as a bedroom window shattering at midnight.” —The New York Times

			“A shattering story … carefully investigated, written with compassion but also with professional objectivity.” —The Seattle Times

			“This multiply-reprinted account of crime writer Ann Rule’s detective work on serial killer Ted Bundy’s case also honestly portrays her long-term, and often confusing, role as friend and confidante to an incomprehensibly magnetic serial killer.” —Booknews

		

	
		
			About Ann Rule

			Ann Rule was born Ann Stackhouse on October 22, 1931 in Lowell, Michigan. She married Bill Rule, with whom she had four children, and later divorced in 1972. At the University of Washington, Rule earned a degree in creative writing. She also held a PhD in Human Letters from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon. A onetime Seattle police officer, Rule was a certified instructor for the FBI and the American Academy of Forensic Sciences.

			Rule began her true crime–writing career in 1969, publishing her work in magazines such as True Detective. In all, she wrote thirty-three books and approximately fourteen hundred articles. The Stranger Beside Me was her first bestseller with more than two million copies sold. Now, she has thirty-two New York Times bestsellers, and has sold more than twenty million books worldwide. 

			Many of Rule’s books, including The Stranger Beside Me, were adapted into television movies and miniseries. She won a Peabody Award for a miniseries based on her book about child-killer Diane Downs, called Small Sacrifices.

			Rule died at the age of eighty-three on July 26, 2015, after a battle with congestive heart failure.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“25 Books About the World’s Most Famous Serial Killers.” The Lineup.

			“A List of Women Bundy Has Confessed to Killing.” Associated Press.

			Ted Bundy Information. Clark County Prosecutor Website.

			The FBI Records Vault’s Ted Bundy Files. FBI.

			“Too Close to Ted Bundy.” New Yorker.

			Books

			The Bundy Murders: A Comprehensive History by Kevin M. Sullivan.

			The Deliberate Stranger by Richard W. Larson.

			The Only Living Witness: The True Story of Serial Sex Killer Ted Bundy by Stephen G. Michaud and Hugh Aynesworth.

			The Riverman: Ted Bundy and I Hunt for the Green River Killer by Robert D. Keppel with William J. Birnes.

			Ted Bundy: Conversations with a Killer by Hugh Aynesworth and Stephen G. Michaud.

			Select Books by Ann Rule

			Bitter Harvest

			Dead by Sunset

			Green River, Running Red

			Heart Full of Lies

			Small Sacrifices

			Too Late to Say Goodbye
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