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[image: ] Affirmative Action

“We’ve been told we had three minutes. My good friend Senator Edwards spoke for five. So Joe Lieberman told me that, in the spirit of affirmative action, I get seven.”

—Al Sharpton (2004 presidential candidate), at a candidates’ forum


[image: ] African-Americans

“African-Americans watch the same news at night that ordinary Americans do.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), on Black Entertainment Television


[image: ] America

“Of course, I love many things American, including the food. You know, I used to work in a Howard Johnson’s restaurant.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001)

“God bless the America we are trying to create.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton


[image: ] Answers

“I should have had a circuitous answer that was a nonanswer.”

—Geraldine Ferraro (1984 vice presidential nominee), on her intended replies to media inquiries about her family’s finances


[image: ] Antenna

“I have a pretty good antenna for people who are chauvinistic or sexist or patronizing toward women.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001)


[image: ] Anticipation

“I remember you telling me earlier today that you were looking forward to not talking much today. I was looking forward to it, too.”

—Randy Ewing (Louisiana state senator, 1988–2000), to Republican Louisiana state senator John Hainkel


[image: ] Arnold

“Don’t run. You will be terminated.”

—Willie Brown (mayor of San Francisco, 1996–2004), on Arnold Schwarzenegger’s prospects as a gubernatorial candidate

“Schwarzenegger is going to find out that, unlike a Hollywood movie set, the bullets coming at him in this campaign are going to be real bullets.”

—Bob Mulholland (campaign adviser, California Democratic Party), during the 2003 gubernatorial recall campaign. Mulholland apologized for this remark.


[image: ] Artillery

“I’ve got recon out there. I’ve got some heavy artillery that can come in. I’ve got good logistics, and I’ve got strategic mobility.”

—Wesley Clark (2004 presidential candidate), a retired four-star general, asked if his late entry into the presidential race presented problems


[image: ] Aspirations

“I think I would like to be a better dancer.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001)


[image: ] Back–Scratching

“The kind of thing I’m good at is knowing every politician in the state and remembering where he itches. And I know where to scratch him.”

—Earl Long (three-term governor of Louisiana)


[image: ] Base Closings

“We will not close any bases that are not needed.”

—Les Aspin (secretary of defense, 1993–94)


[image: ] Bimbo Eruptions

“Who is going to find out? These women are trash. Nobody’s going to believe them.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001), during the 1992 presidential campaign, commenting on her husband’s affairs


[image: ] Osama bin Laden

“One could say that Osama bin Laden and these non-nation-state fighters with religious purposes are very similar to those kind of atypical revolutionaries that helped to cut off the British crown.”

—Marcy Kaptur (representative from Ohio, 1983–), comparing bin Laden to the founding fathers. She later apologized for the statement.

“He’s been out in these countries for decades building roads, building schools, building infrastructure, building day-care facilities, building health-care facilities, and the people are extremely grateful. It made their lives better.”

—Patty Murray (senator from Washington, 1993–), speaking to a high school honors class. Two days later, she issued a statement that “Osama bin Laden is an evil terrorist.”

“This guy has more videos than a rock star.”

—Al Sharpton (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Boats

“I wanted to have Playboy bunnies come on at night to meet with me. I wanted to be promiscuous with them.”

—James Traficant (representative from Ohio, 1985–2002), explaining why he kept a boat docked in the Potomac River


[image: ] Brushes

“People say I’ve had brushes with the law. That’s not true. I’ve had brushes with overzealous prosecutors.”

—Edwin Edwards (four-term governor of Louisiana), on his twelfth grand jury probe in a decade


[image: ] Carol Moseley Braun

“This so boggles the mind that one wonders whether we ought to be instituting some mental competency test to people before they announce they’re running for president.”

—Gerald Austin (political consultant), on Carol Moseley Braun’s running for president in 2004


[image: ] Budget Deficit

“If it were a movie, it would be Honey, I Shrunk the Surplus.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (senator from New York, 2001–), on President George W. Bush’s handling of the federal budget


[image: ] Burglary

“The Democratic Party, all the candidates from Washington, they all know each other, they all move in the same circles, and what I’m doing is breaking into the country club.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate), several days after his seventeen-year-old son was arrested for breaking into a country club


[image: ] George W. Bush

“The difference between Martin Sheen [on the television drama The West Wing] and George W. Bush is Martin Sheen is actually convincing when he acts like he’s the president.”

—Paul Begala (political consultant)

“He deserves a one-way bus ticket back to Crawford, Texas.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate)

“You can’t find a better fraternity brother.”

—Ernest Hollings (senator from South Carolina, 1966–2005)

“They elected the symbol of ebonics to the presidency of this nation. There ain’t no brother in Oakland, or anywhere else, that would run the phrases or mix up the words the way this cat does. It raises questions about whether he’s really white.”

—Willie Brown (mayor of San Francisco, 1996–2004)

“He’s as confounded as he is confused. He’s as flummoxed as he is floundering. He’s as puzzled as he is perplexed.”

—Chris Lehane (press secretary, Gore for President campaign)

“The poor boy just campaigns all the time. He pays no attention to what’s going on in Congress.”

—Ernest Hollings

“All over the country people are asking whether or not George Bush is smart enough to be president of the United States. And the scary thing is, one of the people asking me was Dan Quayle.”

—John Kerry (2004 presidential nominee)

“We have a president who thinks foreign territory is the opponent’s dugout and Kashmir is a sweater.”

—Fortney “Pete” Stark (representative from California, 1973–)


[image: ] Bushes

“There’s more with Gore! Stay out of the Bushes!”

—Jesse Jackson (1988 presidential candidate), in a frequent refrain during the 2000 presidential campaign


[image: ] Bushonomics

“His economic plan could fit on the back of a shampoo bottle: cut taxes, increase spending, borrow, repeat.”

—Joe Lieberman (2004 presidential candidate), on President George W. Bush


[image: ] Cactus

“I have learned the difference between a cactus and a caucus. On a cactus, the pricks are on the outside.”

—Morris Udall (representative from Arizona, 1961–91)


[image: ] Campaigning

“It’s either one of the best things I’ve ever done or one of the dumbest.”

—Janet Reno (attorney general, 1993–2001), on running for governor of Florida in 2002

“If you have thirty cousins, it’s pretty easy.”

—Joseph Kennedy II (representative from Massachusetts, 1987–99), asked about the difficulties of campaign fund-raising


[image: ] Capitalism

“This is capitalism. You invest in a stock; it goes up, it goes down.”

—Terry McAuliffe (then-chairman of the Democratic National Committee), on making $18 million from a $100,000 sweetheart investment in Global Crossing, the telecommunications giant that went bankrupt


[image: ] Lincoln Chafee

“Now when I hear someone talking about a Rhode Island politician whose father was a senator and who got to Washington on his family name, used cocaine, and wasn’t very smart, I know there is only a fifty-fifty chance it’s me.”

—Patrick Kennedy (representative from Rhode Island, 1995–), joking about Rhode Island Republican Senator Lincoln Chafee at a roast


[image: ] Chauvinism

“I am not a chauvinist, obviously… . I believe in women’s rights for every woman but my own.”

—Harold Washington (mayor of Chicago, 1983–87)


[image: ] Chinese Fund-Raising Scandal

“Mistakes were made… .”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), admitting that he and the Democratic National Committee continued to “raise money on the promise of guaranteeing specific kinds of access”


[image: ] Bill Clinton

“My daddy talks on the telephone, drinks coffee, and makes ’peeches.”

—Chelsea Clinton (daughter of Bill Clinton), at age four

“President Clinton didn’t start out with a lot of scrupolousity.”

—Jerry Brown (mayor of Oakland, California, 1998–2006)

“He almost makes Nixon look like a moral giant.”

—Tom Finneran (Massachusetts state representative, 1979–)

“If you allow him to drive the golf cart, he’ll run straight into a tree.”

—Webster Hubbell (associate attorney general, 1993–94), on Politically Incorrect

“If I didn’t kick his ass every day, he wouldn’t be worth anything.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001)


[image: ] Hillary Rodham Clinton

“She is as strong as garlic in a milk shake.”

—Paul Begala (political consultant)

“The first lady is sorry she can’t be with you tonight. If you believe that, I’ve got some land in Arkansas I’d like to sell you.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), joking at the Gridiron Dinner in Washington in March 1995

“Hillary Clinton, the next junior senator from New York, and, of course, her lovely husband, Bill.”

—Ann Richards (governor of Texas, 1991–95), introducing the Clintons at a fund-raising dinner in Washington, D.C., in June 1999


[image: ] Cockfighting

“This is not about cockfighting. It’s about the proper role of the federal government… . John Locke, Montesquieu, and Patrick Henry would have said to leave policing chickens to state and local governments, and I do, too.”

—Zell Miller (senator from Georgia, 2000–05), opposing Congressional legislation to ban the transport of live chickens across state lines for cockfighting


[image: ] Cockpit Security

“Just keep the cockpit door closed. You can put up a sign in Arab—that is, say, typecasting—but say, ‘Try to hijack, go to jail.’”

—Ernest Hollings (senator from South Carolina, 1966–2005)


[image: ] Commonalities

“Like many of us, I grew up in a small town in North Carolina.”

—John Edwards (2004 presidential candidate), in a speech to the California Democratic Party convention in 2002


[image: ] Computers

“I’m not an expert on computers.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), asked how his subpoenaed White House e-mails got lost


[image: ] Confederate Heroes

“I want people to see that if I’ll go to Robert E. Lee’s tomb, I’ll go anywhere. I wonder how this will play in Harlem.”

—Al Sharpton (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Congress

“Making Congress look even sillier than it sometimes looks would not be high on my priority list.”

—Barney Frank (representative from Massachusetts, 1981–), on the decision to replace “French fries” with “freedom fries” in the House cafeteria


[image: ] Congressmen

“I’ve had a tough time learning to be a congressman. Today I accidentally spent some of my own money.”

—Joseph Kennedy II (representative from Massachusetts, 1987–99)


[image: ] Consistency

“The position I’m taking now is an expansion, not a reversal.”

—Dennis Kucinich (2004 presidential candidate), explaining his changed position on abortion, from pro-life to pro-choice


[image: ] Co-Presidency

“I’m not going to have some reporters pawing through our papers. We are the president.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001), discussing the possible release of Whitewater-scandal documents


[image: ] Consciousness

“In our soul’s magnificence, we become conscious of the cosmos within us. We hear the music of peace, we hear the music of cooperation, we hear the music of love. In our soul’s forgetting, we become unconscious of our cosmic birthright, blighted with disharmony, disunity, torn asunder from the stars in a disaster.”

—Dennis Kucinich (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Constitution

“Due to a small but significant clause in the U.S. Constitution, I will be out of the office from January 21, 2001, until January 20, 2005.”

—Michael Feldman (adviser to Vice President Gore), on his White House voice-mail message


[image: ] Crack

“This bill is the legislative equivalent of crack. It yields a short-term high but does long-term damage to the system, and it’s expensive to boot.”

—Barney Frank (representative from Massachusetts, 1981–)


[image: ] Dairy Farming

“I’m very familiar with the importance of dairy farming in Wisconsin. I’ve spent the night on a dairy farm here in Wisconsin. If I’m entrusted with the presidency, you’ll have someone who is very familiar with what the Wisconsin dairy industry is all about.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), during the 2000 presidential campaign


[image: ] The Dating Game

“It’s not The Dating Game… . You don’t have to fall in love with Al Gore; I did that.”

—Tipper Gore (wife of Al Gore), during the 2000 presidential campaign

“Who wants a boring governor, anyway?”

—Jennifer Granholm (governor of Michigan, 2003–), asked about her appearance on The Dating Game in 1979


[image: ] Deals

“I’d like to start by offering you a deal, Jack. If you don’t use any old football stories, I won’t tell any of my warm and humorous stories about chlorofluorocarbon abatement.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), during his 1996 vice presidential debate with Jack Kemp


[image: ] Howard Dean

“You’ve been saying for many months that you’re the head of the Democratic wing of the Democratic Party. I think you’re just winging it.”

—Dick Gephardt (2004 presidential candidate), to Howard Dean in a debate

“You know, to listen to Senator Lieberman, Senator Kerry, Representative Gephardt, I’m anti-Israel, I’m anti-trade, I’m anti-Medicare, and I’m anti–Social Security. I wonder how I ended up in the Democratic Party.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Dear Diary

“11:15–11:20 Miami Lake townhouse kitchen—give Adele dry cleaning— newspapers—collect Coca-Cola.”

—Bob Graham (2004 presidential candidate), in an excerpt from the minute-by-minute logs he has kept for more than twenty-five years


[image: ] Debates

“We’re too old for Survivor and Star Search.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), explaining why he and Bob Dole signed a contract to debate national issues on 60 Minutes


[image: ] Democratic Party

“Assisted suicide.”

—Evan Bayh (senator from Indiana, 1999–), asked whether the woes of the Democratic Party were the result of Democratic mistakes or Republican attacks


[image: ] Dignity

“I’m sure this is funny. But at the end of this, I want to have some bread crumbs leading back to my dignity.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), expressing objections to a sketch about flatulence during rehearsal for his appearance on Saturday Night Live in December 2002


[image: ] Distinctiveness

“It doesn’t matter what I say as long as I sound different from other politicians.”

—Jerry Brown (governor of California, 1975–83)


[image: ] Division

“Have you ever tried to split sawdust?”

—Eugene McCarthy (senator from Minnesota, 1959–71), asked in 1969 whether he had divided the Democratic Party by running against President Lyndon Johnson in 1968


[image: ] Doughnuts

“As a free man, I take pride in the words ‘Ich bin ein Berliner.’”

—John F. Kennedy (president, 1961–63), near the Berlin Wall in 1963. The German translation is “I am a small jam doughnut.” He meant to say, “Ich bin Berliner.”


[image: ] Driving

“Well, I think Dad learned a lot.”

—Chelsea Clinton (daughter of Bill Clinton), at age sixteen, asked about getting a driving lesson from her father at Camp David


[image: ] Earth

“I just had to call, because you’ve printed a picture of the earth upside down in the front page of the paper.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), in a 1988 phone conversation with an editor at the Washington Post


[image: ] Economists

“I listen to what these propeller-heads have to say, and then I go ahead and say that I am for a tax cut.”

—Zell Miller (senator from Georgia, 2000–05), on economists who said that President George W. Bush’s tax cut plan was too generous


[image: ] John Edwards

“A Ken doll is plastic, lacking in substance, and can be bought for about ten dollars. There’s at least one critical difference right there.”

—John Edwards (2004 presidential candidate), joking at the Gridiron Dinner, challenging a columnist’s contention that he was little more than a Ken doll


[image: ] Embarrassment

“The only thing I’m embarrassed about is, I have to explain to my two teenage daughters why I wore such a cheap cowboy hat.”

—Al Sharpton (2004 presidential candidate), asked whether he had any remorse about a federal surveillance tape showing him discussing a drug deal with an undercover FBI agent


[image: ] Equality

“I always had a very vivid and clear sense that men and women were entirely and completely equal—if not more so.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), before a women’s political group in 1999


[image: ] Executions

“I’d have to think about it.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), asked on Meet the Press if he would favor postponing the execution of a pregnant woman


[image: ] False Rumors

“Don’t believe any false rumors unless you hear them from me.”

—Vic Schiro (mayor of New Orleans, 1961–70)


[image: ] Jerry Falwell

“I wouldn’t piss down that son of a bitch’s throat if his heart was on fire.”

—James Carville (political consultant)


[image: ] Florida Recount

“You don’t have to get snippy about it.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), to George W. Bush on election night 2000, withdrawing his previous concession. Bush had said, “Let me make sure that I understand. You’re calling back to retract that concession?”

“Let me explain something to you. Your brother is not the ultimate authority on this.”

—Al Gore, to George W. Bush on election night 2000. Bush had said that his brother, Florida Governor Jeb Bush, affirmed that he had carried Florida.


[image: ] Forgiveness

“In the Bible it says they asked Jesus how many times we should forgive, and he said seventy times seven. Well, I want you to know that I’m keeping a chart.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (senator from New York, 2001–)


[image: ] Freedom

“I don’t have to get elected to a boomin’ thing. And I don’t have to do things that are politically correct. The hell with everybody. I’m free at last.”

—Ernest Hollings (senator from South Carolina, 1966–2005), on election eve 1992, when he apparently thought he would be defeated for reelection. Hollings won the 1992 election and was reelected again in 1998.


[image: ] Gay Marriage

“That’s like asking me, ‘Do I support black marriage, or white marriage?’”

—Al Sharpton (2004 presidential candidate), at a candidates’ forum sponsored by the Human Rights Campaign


[image: ] Getting Down

“Motown, Motown: That’s my era. Those are my people.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (senator from New York, 2001–), during an interview in 2000 with Hot 97, a Manhattan hip-hop radio station


[image: ] Newt Gingrich

“I almost feel sorry for Newt Gingrich. President Clinton has an affair with a twenty-one-year-old, and [Gingrich] loses his job.”

—George Stephanopoulos (Clinton White House staffer), after the November 1998 elections


[image: ] Rudy Giuliani

“His wife kicked him out, and he moved in with two gay men and a shih tzu. Is that South Carolina values? I don’t think so.”

—Alex Sanders (2002 senatorial candidate from South Carolina). Giuliani had come to South Carolina to campaign for the Republican nominee, Lindsay Graham.


[image: ] Good Points

“You had some good points you brought up. It was kinda long, so I forgot some of them.”

—Diana Bajoie (Louisiana state senator, 1991–), during a debate in the Senate Health and Welfare Committee


[image: ] Al Gore

“I lost weight and shaved a beard. He gained weight and grew a beard.”

—Al Sharpton (2004 presidential candidate), contrasting his preparation for the presidential campaign with Al Gore’s

“I’m changing the subject real quickly here.”

—Christopher Dodd (senator from Connecticut, 1981–), asked to assess Gore’s chances if he ran for president in 2004


[image: ] Greatness

“This is still the greatest country in the world, if we just will steel our wills and lose our minds.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), at the University of Florida in 1992


[image: ] Hell

“I am in hell already. I am in Israel.”

—Al Sharpton, in 1991, responding to a Tel Aviv heckler who yelled, “Go to hell!”


[image: ] Holistic View

“I have a holistic view of the world. I see the world as interconnected and interdependent, and that leaves no room for war.”

—Dennis Kucinich (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Hookers

“I want to apologize to all the hookers in New York and Los Angeles for associating them with members of Congress.”

—James Traficant (representative from Ohio, 1985–2002). Traficant once referred to members of Congress as “prostitutes.”


[image: ] Hounddogging

“This is fun. Women are throwing themselves at me. All the while I was growing up, I was the fat boy in the Big Boy jeans.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), while governor of Arkansas


[image: ] Hurricanes

“All racial groups should be represented.”

—Sheila Jackson Lee (representative from Texas, 1995–), asking the World Meteorological Organization to give hurricanes such names as Keisha, Jamal, and Deshwan


[image: ] Saddam Hussein

“After listening to you for an hour, I can tell that you are a strong and intelligent man and that you want peace.”

—Howard Metzenbaum (senator from Ohio, 1974–95), in an April 1990 meeting with Hussein in Baghdad, Iraq

“I suppose that’s a good thing.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate), on the fall of Hussein


[image: ] Internet

“Remember, America: I gave you the Internet, and I can take it away.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), joking on the Late Show with David Letterman in 2000


[image: ] Jews

“The Jews, I find, are very selfish.”

—Harry Truman (president, 1945–53), in a recently discovered 1947 diary. Truman also said that Jews often expect “special treatment” and do not care about the suffering of other ethnic groups.

“If it were not for the strong support of the Jewish community for this war with Iraq, we would not be doing this. The leaders of the Jewish community are influential enough that they could change the direction of where this is going, and I think they should.”

—Jim Moran (representative from Virginia, 1991–). Moran was roundly criticized for this remark.


[image: ] Jobs

“The president goes around the country speaking Spanish. The only Spanish he speaks when it comes to jobs is ‘Hasta la vista.’”

—John Edwards (2004 presidential candidate), on George W. Bush’s economic policies


[image: ] Jungle Bunnies

“I got jungle bunnies coming out of the woodwork to help Morial. It looks like [Ugandan president] Idi Amin has sent in troops.”

—Joe DiRosa (New Orleans mayoral candidate, 1978), commenting on supporters of his opponent, Ernest “Dutch” Morial


[image: ] John Kerry

“I wish he’d say to my face what he says behind my back.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate), referring to Senator John Kerry. Moments before, Dean had said, “I do have a mouth on me—that is, I generally say what I think, so I get in trouble.”


[image: ] King’s English

“If the King’s English was good enough for Jesus, it’s good enough for me!”

—Miriam “Ma” Ferguson (governor of Texas, 1925–27, 1933–35)


[image: ] Lavish Spending

“I have to borrow money from her to get a soft drink.”

—Jesse Jackson (1988 presidential candidate), responding to charges that he lives lavishly. He claimed that his wife controlled the family budget.


[image: ] Layoffs

“I am concerned about the economy. I was the first person laid off.”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), in a 2001 speech to biotech executives in California


[image: ] Legislation

“This is the most important bill of the session… . I have not read the bill.”

—Sherman Copelin Jr. (Louisiana state representative, 1984–2000), on a bill to prevent flooding

“Don’t worry. If this bill was too complicated, they wouldn’t have let me handle it.”

—Troy Hebert (Louisiana state representative, 1995–)


[image: ] Lengthy Speeches

“It wasn’t my finest hour. It wasn’t even my finest half-hour.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), on his protracted speech nominating Michael Dukakis at the 1988 Democratic National Convention


[image: ] Lockboxes

“My plan to put Social Security in an ironclad lockbox has gotten a lot of attention recently, and I’m glad about that. But I’m afraid that it’s overshadowing some vitally important proposals. For instance, I’ll put Medicaid in a walk-in closet. I’ll put the Community Reinvestment Act in a secured gym locker. I’ll put NASA funding in a hermetically sealed Ziploc bag.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), joking at the Al Smith dinner in 2000


[image: ] Lying

“I tried to walk a fine line between acting lawfully and testifying falsely, but I now recognize that I did not fully accomplish that goal.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), on lying to the grand jury about Monica Lewinsky

“Rather than lie to the grand jury itself, the president lied about his relationship with Ms. Lewinsky to senior aides, and those aides then conveyed the false story to the grand jury.”

—Bruce Lindsey (senior assistant to President Clinton)

“If a president of the United States ever lied to the American people, he should resign.”

—Bill Clinton, commenting on President Nixon and the Watergate scandal while running for Congress in 1974


[image: ] Me

“Would you mind mentioning my name?”

—Joe Lieberman (2004 presidential candidate), to President George W. Bush, upon hearing that Bush was headed to electorally important Iowa

“I’m a powerful SOB, you know that?”

–Lyndon B. Johnson (president, 1963–69)

“See how liberal I’m becoming!”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (senator from New York, 2001–), writing to a friend while a student at Wellesley College

“I am Al Gore, and I used to be the next president of the United States of America.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee)

“Vice president of the government in exile.”

—Joe Lieberman (2000 vice presidential candidate)


[image: ] Meta-Narrative

“The meta-narrative is that Gore is stiff, Bush mangles his words.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), speaking to his class at Columbia University in 2001


[image: ] Misdeeds

“Was I ever arrested? No. But I’m not going to catalog my misdeeds, of which there were a significant number.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Missing Persons Bureau

“Bush said after September 11, we’ve got to go after bin Laden. Yet he can’t get bin Laden… . He can’t find the weapons. Now we’ve got to take pride that Saddam Hussein is still alive; we can’t find him. I promise you if I’m elected, President Bush will not be in charge of the missing persons bureau.”

—Al Sharpton (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Monica

“Maybe there will be a simple, innocent explanation. I don’t think so, because I think we would have offered that up already.”

—Mike McCurry (press secretary to President Clinton)

“If all that were proven true, I think that would be a very serious offense. This is not going to be proven true.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001), on the Today show, January 27, 1998

“I was never a bad person. I made some mistakes, but I just needed to mature. I’m doing that.”

—Monica Lewinsky (Clinton White House intern)

“You stupid, stupid, stupid bastard. My God, Bill—how could you risk everything for that?”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001)

“I’m really sorry for everything that’s happened. And I hate Linda Tripp.”

—Monica Lewinsky


[image: ] Motherhood

“There must be something in the home cooking Barbara was whipping up.”

—Terry McAuliffe (then-chairman of the Democratic National Committee), accusing both President George W. Bush and Florida Governor Jeb Bush of budget mismanagement and broken promises


[image: ] Multitasking

“I have a brain and a uterus, and I use both.”

—Patricia Schroeder (representative from Colorado, 1973–97), asked, “How can you be both a lawmaker and a mother?”


[image: ] NASA

“Now NASA is on an unmanned space mission to the moon. I think NASA should redirect and have an unmanned space mission to Washington, D.C., and try to find out if there is any intelligent life left in the nation’s capital.”

—James Traficant (representative from Ohio, 1985–2002)


[image: ] New Money

“My definition of new money is money that’s in my pocket today that was in somebody else’s pocket yesterday.”

—Jerry Luke LeBlanc (Louisiana state commissioner, 2004–)


[image: ] Notoriety

“I don’t know if you’ve been following the polls. But I think it will actually be news to most people that I’m running for president of the United States.”

—John Edwards (2004 presidential candidate), announcing his candidacy on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart on Comedy Central


[image: ] Pardons

“I knew nothing about my brother’s involvement in these pardons… . I had no knowledge whatsoever.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001), on the fact that her brother, Hugh Rodham, made $400,000 in legal fees securing presidential pardons for his clients


[image: ] Patronizing

“Maybe, at times, I was a little wooden and stiff, and I sighed too much and people said I was too patronizing. Patronizing, of course, means talking to people like they’re stupid.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), joking during the monologue on Saturday Night Live in December 2002

“If you give the impression you’re a smarty pants, that’s not good, for sure.”

—Al Gore, during the 2000 presidential campaign


[image: ] Political Philosophy

“I’m a liberal, conservative, radical, middle-of-the-road centrist Democrat.”

—Richard Dreyfuss (actor and Democratic activist)


[image: ] Post-Presidential Plans

“I have to work. It costs a lot of money to support a senator.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), just prior to leaving office


[image: ] Predators

“The other thing we have to do is to take seriously the role in this problem of … older men who prey on underage women… . There are consequences to decisions and … one way or other, people always end up being held accountable.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), in a 1996 speech endorsing a national effort against teen pregnancy


[image: ] Presidency

“I’m having a great time being presi—being a senator from New York.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (senator from New York, 2001–), asked at the National Press Club whether she intended to run for president

“When I’m president, we’ll have executive orders to overcome any wrong thing the Supreme Court does tomorrow or any other day.”

—Dick Gephardt (2004 presidential candidate), apparently unaware that the president has no authority to issue executive orders to overrule Supreme Court decisions


[image: ] Priorities

“Webb, I want to know two things: Who killed JFK, and are there UFOs?”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), to Associate Attorney General Webster Hubbell, in 1993


[image: ] Prison

“It’s like going to a very inexpensive spa.”

—Vincent “Buddy” Cianci (former mayor of Providence, Rhode Island), on reporting to a federal prison to serve a five-year sentence for bribery


[image: ] Procedures

“[There is] no procedural agreement on the procedures.”

—Bob Kerrey (senator from Nebraska, 1989–2001)


[image: ] Pronunciation

“You shouldn’t be governor unless you can pronounce the name of the state.”

—Gray Davis (governor of California, 1999–2003), during the 2003 California recall campaign, referring to Arnold Schwarzenegger’s “Kah-lee-fohr-nyah” pronunciation


[image: ] Public Approval Ratings

“If they reach 60 percent, then he can start dating again.”

—Ernest Hollings (senator from South Carolina, 1966–2005), on President Clinton’s approval ratings in public opinion polls


[image: ] Qualifications

“I can put two sentences together, and I know I can pronounce the word ‘nuclear.’”

—Dick Gephardt (2004 presidential candidate), on his prospects in a debate with President George W. Bush

“In America, anybody may become president, and I suppose it’s just one of the risks you take.”

—Adlai Stevenson (1952 and 1956 presidential nominee)

“I am working for the time when unqualified blacks, browns, and women join the unqualified men in running the government.”

—Frances “Sissy” Farenthold (Texas state representative, 1969—72)


[image: ] Race

“I’m the only white politician that ever talks about race in front of white audiences.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Rainbow Coalition

“Blackbow.”

—Ernest Hollings (senator from South Carolina, 1966–2005), on Jesse Jackson’s Rainbow Coalition


[image: ] Recovery

“Nothing beats C-SPAN on drugs.”

—John Kerry (2004 presidential nominee), joking about his recovery from prostate surgery


[image: ] Republicans

“I have to confess that it’s crossed my mind that you could not be a Republican and a Christian.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (senator from New York, 2001–)

“Did you get this shit out?”

—Al Gore (vice president, 1993–2001), to White House speechwriters in April 1995, insisting that they remove excessive praise for Republicans


[image: ] Rocket Science

“This isn’t rocket science here.”

—Tom Daschle (senator from South Dakota, 1987–2005), denouncing spending billions on President George W. Bush’s proposed space-based defense system


[image: ] Saddam’s Sons

“Are you going to sleep any safer tonight knowing that these two bums are dead?”

—Charles Rangel (representative from New York, 1971–), on the deaths of Uday and Qusay Hussein


[image: ] Self-Perception

“I think I am the first black president.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), repeating the designation first bestowed by author Toni Morrison

“I could be an incredible voice in the Senate. Why? Because the media will cover me every single day.”

—Jerry Springer (candidate for the U.S. Senate from Ohio in 2004)


[image: ] September 11

“The roads in Missouri were much more terrifying to me than the attacks on the World Trade Center, because I really did think my life was far more at risk.”

—Kathleen Sebelius (governor of Kansas, 2003–), during the 2002 campaign


[image: ] Sex

“Sex is a bad thing because it rumples the clothes.”

—Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis (first lady, 1961–63)


[image: ] Sexual Harassment

“I would never approach a small-breasted woman.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), denying that he had sexually harassed Kathleen Willey

“You’re smart. Let’s keep this to ourselves.”

—Bill Clinton, to Paula Jones during their alleged sexual encounter


[image: ] Sighs

“I put all my sighs in a lockbox.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), after his second presidential debate with George W. Bush


[image: ] Signatures

“I don’t sign skin.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), to a young voter during the campaign


[image: ] Smarts

“You think you are so smart. I’ll tell you how smart I am. I went all the way through USL [the University of Southwestern Louisiana] and I have never read a book all the way through.”

—Paul Hardy (1991 Louisiana gubernatorial candidate)


[image: ] Sombreros

“Do you own sombreros? Do you know the Mexican hat dance?”

—Sidney Yates (representative from Illinois, 1949–63 and 1965–99), to a group of Hispanic high school students


[image: ] “Some of My Best Friends”

“I have in some ways a special relationship with the African-American community because of my college career. I had two African-American roommates in college.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Straight-Talk Express

“I really don’t like the idea of a federal balanced-budget amendment, but I am very tempted… . You might just have to do it. I hate to do it because we didn’t have to do it in Vermont.”

—Howard Dean (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Strategy

“It’s our new secret debate strategy for undecided voters: Vote for the candidates with the best hair.”

—Kelley Benander (spokeswoman, John Kerry for President campaign)


[image: ] Taxes

“I don’t need Bush’s tax cut. I have never worked a [bleeping] day in my life.”

—Patrick Kennedy (representative from Rhode Island, 1995–)


[image: ] Term Limits

“You’d have to throw me out.”

—Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001), on what he would do if the Twenty-Second Amendment didn’t limit presidents to two terms


[image: ] “These People”

“These people are just like us. They love their children and keep themselves clean.”

—Paul Hardy (1991 Louisiana gubernatorial candidate), after spending a night at the Desire housing project in New Orleans


[image: ] Things

“Things happen more frequently in the future than they do in the past.”

—Booth Gardner (governor of Washington, 1985–93)


[image: ] Time Management

“You better call my dad. My mom’s pretty busy.”

—Chelsea Clinton (daughter of Bill and Hillary Clinton), to her school nurse


[image: ] Today and Tomorrow

“We’re the party of Tomorrowland. They’re the party of Fantasyland. We’re the party of Main Street USA. They’re the party of the Pirates of Enron.”

—Al Gore (2000 presidential nominee), in April 2002 at the Florida Democratic Party convention


[image: ] Twinkies

“They fry it in soy oil. We actually checked that out ahead of time. Because I just knew some son of a bitch would want to know.”

—Joe Lieberman (2004 presidential candidate), explaining that he knew that the deep-fried Twinkie he was eating at the Iowa State Fair was kosher


[image: ] Unemployment

“When we’re unemployed, we’re called lazy; when the whites are unemployed, it’s called a depression.”

—Jesse Jackson (1988 presidential candidate)


[image: ] Vast Right-Wing Conspiracy

“That’ll teach them to _____ with us.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001), to aides, after appearing on the Today show on January 27, 1998, to discuss “the vast right-wing conspiracy”


[image: ] Vision

“My vision is to make the most diverse state on Earth, and we have people from every planet on the earth in this state, of people from every planet, of every country on Earth.”

—Gray Davis (governor of California, 1999–2003)


[image: ] Voodoo Economics

“I’d call it a new version of voodoo economics, but I’m afraid that would give witch doctors a bad name.”

—Geraldine Ferraro (1984 vice presidential nominee), on the Republican Party platform


[image: ] What’s Your Major?

“I’m gonna guess it was political science, but I’m not sure. It might have been history. I’ll check. I hadn’t thought of that one.”

—Carol Moseley Braun (2004 presidential candidate)


[image: ] White House

“I would not argue that I was there, and I would not argue that I was not there.”

—Christopher Dodd (senator from Connecticut, 1981–), on whether he attended political fund-raisers at the White House

“I just don’t have any memory of that.”

—Hillary Rodham Clinton (first lady, 1993–2001), denying under oath that she ordered the firing of the employees at the White House Travel Office


[image: ] White People

“All white people, I don’t believe, are intolerant. That’s why I say I love the individuals, but I don’t like the race.”

—Barbara-Rose Collins (representative from Michigan, 1991–97)
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