
		
			[image: Kilmeade_ThomasJefferson.jpg]
		

	
[image: image]

Sign up for our newsletter to discover more ebooks worth reading.

    [image: image]


[image: bird]


    EARLY BIRD BOOKS

    FRESH EBOOK DEALS, DELIVERED DAILY

    
    LOVE  TO READ?

    
    LOVE GREAT SALES?

    
    GET FANTASTIC DEALS ON BESTSELLING EBOOKS DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX EVERY DAY!


    [image: signup]




		
			Summary and Analysis of 

			Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates

			 The Forgotten War that Changed American History 

			Based on the Book by Brian Kilmeade and Don Yaeger

			[image: Logo2]

		

	
		
			The summary and analysis in this ebook are meant to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of nonfiction. This ebook is not intended as a substitute for the work that it summarizes and analyzes, and it is not authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the work’s author or publisher. Worth Books makes no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this ebook.

		

	
		
			Contents

			Context

			Overview

			Summary

			Timeline

			Cast of Characters

			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			Trivia

			What’s That Word?

			Critical Response

			About Brian Kilmeade and Don Yaeger

			For Your Information

			Bibliography

			Copyright

		

	
		
			Context

			It’s easy to understand why Brian Kilmeade cites the story of the Tripoli pirates as one of his favorites, and why his book, written with Don Yaeger, has become a New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and Publishers Weekly bestseller: Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates is an action-filled account of land and sea battles, exiled kings, fiery ships, captured sailors, and more, as it recounts the events of the First Barbary War. 

			After the Revolutionary War, the United States was a young nation still trying to establish its identity and reputation around the world. America found itself at peace until 1785, when pirates off the coast of North Africa began capturing US merchant ships and taking their crews back to the Barbary nations as slaves. The Mediterranean sat in the midst of the Ottoman Empire, and American merchants depended on doing commerce with the nations along the coast; but the tributes demanded by the Muslim nations to ensure the safety of US ships were exploitative and liable to increase without warning. During their successive presidencies, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson confronted the problem with opposing views: Adams favored diplomacy and tribute payments; Jefferson preferred war. 

			In Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates, readers will learn the little-known history of America’s first encounters with terror from Islamic nations, and how strong naval and military defense on the Barbary Coast helped the United States achieve its status as a world power today. 

		

	
		
			Overview

			In 1785, the United States was a nation largely at peace, trying to establish its status in commerce and government throughout the world. It came as a surprise when American merchant ships sailing the Mediterranean Sea began to face an undeclared threat: Pirates from nations along the North African coast were attacking and enslaving their crews. When the Dauphin and the Maria were captured, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams met in London and learned that their country’s ships would be in danger unless the United States agreed to pay thousands in annual tribute money. Thus began a disagreement that would plague their personal relationship as well as their country for decades to come: To use force, as Jefferson wanted, or to negotiate and pay for peace, as Adams preferred?

			By the time the enslaved sailors were released a decade later, the United States was struggling to piece together tributes that would satisfy the Barbary nations’ ever-increasing demands. In 1799, the George Washington delivered an unsatisfactory tribute to Algiers and in return its crew was forced to ferry an Algerian entourage to Constantinople. When Jefferson became president in 1801, tensions were high enough that he sent the US Navy’s first flotilla of ships to the Mediterranean to keep the peace. At the same time, the bashaw of Tripoli, Yusuf Qaramanli, declared war against the United States. 

			During the next four years, the US Navy fought battles at sea, blockaded enemy harbors, endured the capture and enslavement of the Philadelphia, and finally launched a plan to take Derne, Benghazi, and Tripoli by land and overthrow Yusuf Qaramanli. In the end, only Derne fell, as Consul Tobias Lear stepped in with a treaty and ransom that appeased Bashaw Yusuf and secured the prisoners’ release. The peace was not to last forever, but the First Barbary War ended, and President Jefferson had proved the necessity of military strength in the Mediterranean and the Middle East. 

		

	
		
			Summary

			Author’s Note

			Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates is the story of a young nation fighting against the brutality of four Muslim powers. Frustrated that American ships were being captured, enslaved, and held for ransom, Thomas Jefferson decided on a show of strength, committing the country to a war that in some ways we’re still fighting today. Patriotic and proud, failure is not an option for Americans. This book is about the brave men, many of them forgotten, who fought to secure our freedom. 

			Prologue: Unprepared and Unprotected 

			In July 1785, the US merchant ship Dauphin sailed the Mediterranean, its crew under the impression that it was on friendly seas, as the United States was at peace with all surrounding nations. Captain Richard O’Brien was shocked, then, when he realized that a ship that had pulled up alongside them wasn’t merely trying to communicate—instead, members of its crew swung aboard the Dauphin in a surprise attack that culminated in enslaving the Americans and holding them captive in Algiers for ten years. 

			Chapter 1: Americans Abroad

			When the Dauphin was seized, Thomas Jefferson was acting as minister to France and John Adams as ambassador to London. The two convened to discuss the situation, and meet with Tripoli’s London ambassador, Sidi Haji Abdrahaman. Abdrahaman explained that because the US ships carried non-Muslims, the Islamic pirates saw no wrongdoing in plundering their ships—although they would stop if the United States paid an annual tribute to each of the Barbary nations. The amount was more than $120,000. Jefferson and Adams refused to pay such a high tribute—the US didn’t have that kind of money, and besides, they didn’t want to pay bribes or ransoms. However, they also couldn’t afford to stop conducting commerce in the Mediterranean, either. Here, their discussion reached a standstill: Adams wanted to negotiate, Jefferson wanted to use force. By 1789, they had both returned to the United States with the conflict unresolved.

			Chapter 2: Secretary Jefferson

			Upon his return to the United States, Jefferson was appointed secretary of state by George Washington. He used his new position to petition Congress on behalf of the enslaved men in Algiers. When it became clear that pirates were now specifically targeting American ships, President Washington authorized the Act to Provide a Naval Armament in 1794, providing for six new frigates. 

			Even then, the use of force was far off, as Congress continued to draw up treaties and collect money to send for ransom. Consul Joel Barlow bartered for the release of the slaves who were still alive in 1795, a decade after their capture. Richard O’Brien, James Cathcart, and William Eaton remained consuls on the coast in Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, to maintain the hesitant peace between the Maghreb region and the United States. 

			Chapter 3: The Humiliation of the USS George Washington

			William Bainbridge captained the USS George Washington as it sailed the Mediterranean for the first time, on its way to deliver an overdue tribute to Algiers. He met a nervous Consul O’Brien at the dock; nervous, because O’Brien knew that impatience had increased the demands of the dey of Algiers. Indeed, Dey Bobba Mustapha was not appeased by the size of the tribute the George Washington carried, and he insisted the ship and its crew must complete the payment themselves. They would do this by sailing the ship to Constantinople carrying the Algerian ambassador, his entourage, and Algiers’ tribute to the Ottoman Empire. 

			Bainbridge had no option but to comply. Following custom, he had allowed the captain of the Algiers port to steer his ship into the harbor; conveniently, the Algerian captain had anchored the ship in the fortress guns’ line of fire. Frustrated and embarrassed, Bainbridge and his crew hoisted the Algerian flag and ferried the ambassador’s crew and their heavy tribute of slaves and animals to Constantinople, redirecting the ship toward Mecca five times a day for prayers along the way.

			Chapter 4: Jefferson Takes Charge

			When Jefferson was inaugurated on March 4, 1801, the United States’ standing treaties with the Barbary nations stated that the America would pay an annual tribute of $20,000, as well as one barrel of gunpowder for every cannon salute that US ships received. Letters from Captain Bainbridge and Consul Eaton told President Jefferson that tensions and tribute demands were rising in the Mediterranean, so when news about the repurposing of the USS George Washington arrived, he was moved to call the first meeting of his cabinet. President Jefferson proposed declaring war without the permission of Congress. The cabinet refrained from a declaration of war, but did send an additional naval squadron—one carrying a letter from Jefferson himself, strongly warning the Tripoli leader to tread carefully—to the Mediterranean to act as peacemakers and project a show of strength. 

			Chapter 5: A Flagpole Falls

			From his isolated position in Tripoli, Consul Cathcart was forced to deal with Bashaw Yusuf Qaramanli’s increasing ill will and demands by himself. Alone, except for his wife and children, Cathcart had no resources to call on and no deal to offer that could satisfy Yusuf; thus, the bashaw declared war against the United States on May 11, 1801. Despite the long gaps in correspondence across the Atlantic, Bashaw Yusuf’s declaration occurred in the same month as President Jefferson’s proposal to his cabinet to do the same. 

			A few days after the declaration, a squad of Algerian soldiers made a show of chopping down the flagpole at the US consulate—more a comedy than a dramatic act of war, since the pole proved strong enough to withstand hours of hacking and chopping at its base. Despite the problems with Yusuf, Cathcart was fond of Tripoli and sad to leave. He and his family were given safe passage out of Tripoli, but the sea’s danger proved real when their ship had a run-in with pirates between Malta and Leghorn, Italy.

			Chapter 6: The First Flotilla

			A flotilla of four ships was finished and ready to sail by June of 1801. The ships were the President, the Philadelphia, the Essex, and the Enterprise; their captains were Commodore Richard Dale, Samuel Barron, William Bainbridge, and Lieutenant Andrew Sterett, respectively. Members of the US Marine Corps sailed with the crews to act as a line of hand-to-hand defense—all of the crews and captains were under orders to shoot or fight in defense only.

			When the ships arrived at Gibraltar, no one on board knew about the war with Tripoli, but Captain Dale had his suspicions. The Meshuda, a former US ship captured and refitted by Tripoli, was docked in the harbor, and Captain Dale approached to ask its captain, Admiral Murat Rais, what the state of relations was. Like his ship, Rais had adopted a new identity: Formerly known as Peter Lisle, Australian deckhand on the USS Betsey, he had chosen to join the pirates that captured his shipmates, converted to Islam, and eventually married the bashaw’s daughter. When approached, Rais lied and said that Tripoli was at peace with the United States, but said honestly that Cathcart had left Tripoli. Understanding that Rais was deceiving him, Dale decided to send the Essex to protect merchant ships, and the Enterprise and the President to Algiers and Tunis to deliver correspondence before heading to Tripoli. The Philadelphia was told to remain outside Gibraltar harbor, with orders to take out the Meshuda should she attempt to leave.

			Chapter 7: Skirmish at Sea

			After brief visits to Algiers and Tunis, Captain Dale guided the President and the Enterprise toward Tripoli, whose harbor was already under partial blockade from Sweden. Dale sent two letters to the bashaw attempting diplomacy, but they were summarily refused. The President and the Enterprise joined the blockade, which would endure for weeks.

			Consul William Eaton had been living in Tripoli for several years. Although the landscape was beautiful, the citizens were oppressed, and Eaton was infuriated how America and Europe tolerated the pirates’ bullying in Mediterranean waters. He knew the only answer was a show of force.

			On August 1, 1801, the Enterprise left the Tripoli harbor on a run to Malta for provisions. On the way, Lieutenant Sterett spotted a pirate ship, the Tripoli, and decided to approach under a British flag. His instincts were sound, because when they came together, the pirate captain freely admitted that they were looking for Americans. The Enterprise crew raised the American flag and fired, and an intense battle ensued—the first of the Barbary War. Though the crew of the Tripoli tried to trick their opponents with not one, not two, but three false surrenders, the bloody fighting ended in the Americans’ favor. The Tripolitans suffered thirty dead, another thirty wounded, and a ship so incapacitated that it could barely sail back to port. The battle was an embarrassment for Bashaw Yusuf and gave US Congress a potential push toward allowing President Jefferson to declare war. 

			Chapter 8: Patience Wears Thin

			The speed and success of the first Barbary battle was anomalous compared to the events that followed it. After ending the Tripoli blockade in September, Captain Dale returned to Gibraltar to learn that Admiral Rais and his men had abandoned their ships and escaped by land; the President ran aground and had to dock in France for the winter; then Dale fell ill. Meanwhile, the Senate took their time, approving President Jefferson’s request for use of force on February 6, 1802. Jefferson could not declare all-out war, but he could increase the size of the navy, signing into law “An Act for the protection of the Commerce and Seamen of the United States, against Tripolitan Corsairs.”

			Still in Tunis, Consul Eaton had begun a relationship with Hamet Qaramanli, the exiled older brother to the bashaw, Yusuf. Yusuf was not the rightful heir to his throne; years ago, he had murdered his oldest brother, banished Hamet, and taken Hamet’s wife and children hostage. Eaton had an idea that restoring Hamet to the throne might guarantee peace between the United States and Tunisia, and President Jefferson allowed him to explore that option. 

			Chapter 9: The Doldrums of Summer

			President Jefferson appointed Richard Valentine Morris to command the next fleet that would sail across the Atlantic. Captain Morris had proven himself during sea battles with the French, but now, married, his wife requested to sail with him. This proved to be a distraction as the couple got comfortable at the Gibraltar port while the USS Chesapeake was undergoing repairs, and carrying forward, Morris gave more attention to socializing in friendly ports than to those where his orders directed him.

			While the Chesapeake dawdled, Captain Alexander Murray delivered tribute to Tunis, then took the Constellation to patrol Tripoli. Murray’s efforts to blockade the corsairs were genuine but often ineffective. In June of 1802, escaped corsairs captured the Franklin, a merchant ship, and evaded the blockade again to return their hostages to Tripoli. It took assistance from Bobba Mustapha and a ransom of $5,000 to release the prisoners. 

			Morris’s slow progress finally led him to Tripoli in May of 1803, but he didn’t see much action before being relieved of duty in July after Eaton returned to the United States and reported on him. Morris had to face a court-martial that ended in his dismissal from the navy. President Jefferson was frustrated because nearly two years had passed with nothing to show for it.

			Chapter 10: The Omens of October

			Edward Preble was Captain Morris’s replacement, and he set sail on the USS Constitution on August 12, 1803, with Colonel and Mrs. Tobias Lear on board (and without his own wife). Lear was slated to replace O’Brien as consul general to Algiers. He had been an aide to President Washington and had a close relationship with Washington’s family; it was rumored that he had also gained President Jefferson’s favor by burning angry correspondence between Jefferson and Washington after the first president died.

			Captain Preble had discretion to act as he saw fit, and better warships to serve him, including the Vixen and the Syren. When he arrived in Gibraltar he learned that United States relations with Morocco were also on the decline, so he sailed first to Tangier harbor to make a show of strength. Preble and Lear went ashore to find the sultan sufficiently intimidated and apologetic; he recanted his threats and promised to uphold the 1786 peace treaty between Morocco and the United States.

			Chapter 11: The Philadelphia Disaster

			While Preble was making his first moves along the Barbary Coast, the USS Philadelphia was maintaining a blockade of the Tripoli harbor. On October 31, 1803, they gave chase to a Tripolitan ship but ran aground less than two miles from shore. Captain Bainbridge ordered the crew to dump most of its guns and cannons into the water to lighten the ship and lift free of the rock they were stuck on; in the meantime, nine Tripolitan warships surrounded them. 

			Feeling he had no other choice, Bainbridge surrendered, burning any information that might have been useful to the enemy. He and the crew of 306 were taken ashore as captives. The crew was kept in miserable conditions and put to work, while the officers had a somewhat easier time in the empty consulate building. Dale was comforted that at least the ship would be useless to Tripoli, but after a gale loosed it from its rock, the imprisoned Americans were forced to repair it and retrieve the dumped guns from the harbor so it became seaworthy and outfitted again for their captors. 

			Chapter 12: By the Cover of Darkness

			After he dropped off the Lears in Algiers, Captain Preble directed his ship toward Tripoli. However, learning about the Philadelphia situation, he stopped in Malta to read Bainbridge’s letters along the way. He decided the Constitution and the Enterprise, captained by Stephen Decatur Jr., would sail in tandem to Tripoli to reinstate a blockade. 

			On December 23, 1803, the Enterprise approached a vessel outside the Tripolitan harbor that claimed to be a mercantile ship, but the strange mix of crew members and a sword that belonged to one of the Philadelphia men found on board proved otherwise. The Mastico was seized as a war prize, refitted, and returned to the Tripoli harbor by February 1804 as the Intrepid. Using intelligence written in sympathetic (invisible) ink that Captain Bainbridge sent from his vantage point inside the harbor, Preble developed a plan to burn the Philadelphia. Captain Decatur would sail the Intrepid into the harbor in the middle of the night and set fire to the ship. The operation was a success that the naval force celebrated—while the slaves from the Philadelphia suffered the anger and retaliation of the Tripolitans back on shore.

			Chapter 13: The Battle of Tripoli

			Back in the United States, President Jefferson had no good news until he learned about the Intrepid and the Philadelphia in March of 1804. Another attempt was made at seeking a truce with Bashaw Yusuf, but it was rejected, and by summer Jefferson was ready to go forth with former consul Eaton’s plan to team up with Hamet and take cities by land. Eaton sailed back to the Mediterranean with Commodore Samuel Barron, who was assigned to replace Preble as captain and commander of the US flotilla. 

			Just before they arrived, Preble waged one largely successful battle in the Tripoli harbor and two relatively unsuccessful bombardment attempts, all during the month of August. On September 3, he sent the Intrepid back into the harbor under cover of darkness, helmed by Captain Richard Somers and stuffed with gunpowder and explosives. It was intended to get close enough to ships or shore to bomb them, but the ship had barely crossed into the harbor when the powder was set off—none of the crew escaped the explosion, and no harm was done to Tripolitan property. On September 9, Barron arrived and took over for Preble, who returned to the United States a hero in March 1805.

			Chapter 14: Opening a New Front

			During their voyage across the Atlantic Ocean, Eaton convinced Commodore Barron to support his plan to ally with Hamet Qaramanli. Barron committed a ship to Eaton to search for the exiled prince in Egypt. Consul Lear was less convinced that unseating Yusuf from the throne was the best plan, but since Eaton had Barron and Jefferson behind him, Lear’s doubts were ignored. In November 1804, Eaton sailed for Egypt on the USS Argus with an army of ten (including Lieutenant Presley O’Bannon, a leader from the marines). Egypt was in a state of political instability, and Eaton was hesitantly welcomed by the Egyptian viceroy in Cairo. Appealing to commonalities between Christianity and Islam, Eaton sought his approval and assistance in the plan to find Hamet and overthrow Yusuf.

			It worked: The viceroy sent word out to his contacts and Hamet was found on January 3, 1805. Reunited, Eaton and Hamet drew up a treaty stating that the United States would provide funds and equipment to restore Hamet to the throne if, in exchange, he would release all the Philadelphia prisoners and turn over Bashaw Yusuf and Admiral Rais to the United States when he came to power. 

			Chapter 15: Win in the Desert or Die in the Desert

			Eaton, Hamet, and their army, composed of ten Americans, ninety Tripolitans, and a few hundred Arab and Greek mercenaries, set forth from Alexandria on March 6, 1805. They planned to first march to Derne, then on to Benghazi, and finally to Tripoli. Along the way, they came across Bedouin camps and gained some additional fighters, increasing the army’s numbers to around six or seven hundred infantrymen. The long march elicited moments of unruliness and rebellion due to low rations and famine; on April 8 the commanders scarcely avoided a mutiny. It wasn’t until a week later that they reached Bomba, the port where ships carrying provisions awaited the men. 

			On April 23 the troops arrived at Derne; a truce was offered and summarily rejected. Four days later, the traveling army launched its attack on the city with the help of warships that had posted up in the harbor. Derne fell in only two and a half hours, a rousing and intimidating victory. The Americans and Greeks suffered minimal casualties (fourteen), while Hamet’s party and the Arabs lost hundreds of men. 

			Chapter 16: Endgame

			News of Derne’s fall did not sway Consul Lear in favor of Eaton’s plan. Instead, he seized the chance to show off his diplomatic authority and broker a peace deal with Bashaw Yusuf, wherein the United States paid $60,000 for the Philadelphia prisoners’ release on June 3, 1805. Yusuf won out in this deal—intimidated by the attack that had been waged on Derne, he would have been willing to release the prisoners for free. 

			Beyond being a poor negotiator, Lear had betrayed Eaton’s plan and Hamet’s trust in the deal. While Eaton and Hamet’s army still held Derne, Eaton sent requests for supplies and reinforcement, but instead received news of the peace accord that required him to relinquish his spoils and give up his plan. After news of the treaty arrived, the Americans in Derne left in secret, bringing only Hamet along and abandoning the rest of the Arabs who had supported them to deal with the aftermath. In June, the US Senate ratified Lear’s treaty, although they disapproved of his rashness in brokering it.

			Chapter 17: Fair Winds and Following Seas

			President Jefferson was relieved when he learned about the treaty and the release of the US prisoners from Tripoli. In mid-September 1805, Captain Bainbridge and 117 men from the crew of the Philadelphia were received back in the United States with fanfare, awards, and honors. The conclusion of the First Barbary War was not considered a complete victory, but it had achieved decent results and helped the navy gain necessary experience to fight the British in the War of 1812. 

			Jefferson and Adams, who began as friends before they were rivals, eventually resolved their differences before dying, both on the same day: July 4, 1826 (the fiftieth anniversary of the ratification of the US Constitution). To author Brian Kilmeade, the Barbary War represents a small part of an ongoing argument between the two. In Kilmeade’s estimation, Jefferson was right and Adams was wrong: A strong military presence was, and still is, the way to achieve peace between the United States and Islamic powers.

			Epilogue

			During the War of 1812, the British used the Barbary powers’ animosity toward the United States to their advantage, leading Algiers to declare another war against the United States in 1815. That year, Stephen Decatur Jr. returned to the Barbary Coast with America’s largest fleet thus far (including flagship USS Guerriere and nine other warships). On June 28, they arrived at Algiers with 500 Algerian prisoners they had seized from ships along the way; by June 30, a peace treaty had been signed, followed by a peace agreement and reparations in Tunis, and compensation and the release of Americans and other prisoners in Tripoli. Under President James Madison, the Barbary Wars were finished the way Thomas Jefferson would have wanted.

			Afterword

			When Jefferson first proposed a war against the Barbary nations, and even later, when the Second Barbary War was fought, the naval forces of the United States paled in comparison to the British, Dutch, and French. However, it was America’s initiative and success that prompted the European nations to fight back as well, resulting first in a British and Dutch attack against Algiers in 1816, and later in an occupation of the same city by the French in 1830, finally ending the piracy against Europeans.

			Part of what contributed to American citizens’ willingness to fight piracy was the publication of William Ray’s Horrors of Slavery: or, The American Tars in Tripoli (1808), a book of his journals detailing the treatment endured by the crew of the Philadelphia during the First Barbary War. The torturous ordeal that he described helped reinforce Americans’ will to fight a lasting battle against piracy and American enslavement. 

			The US government was also more willing to invest in defense after victories in the War of 1812 and the Second Barbary War.  In 1816, the Act for the Gradual Increase of the Navy allocated $1 million each year for the next eight years to building and improving ships. A newly established military and naval strength propelled the Monroe Doctrine in 1823, which forbade European powers from interfering on North and South American shores. Americans had learned that diplomacy was not enough for security or peace; a well-funded defense system was necessary to remain safe from terror.

		

	
		
			Timeline

			1784: Thomas Jefferson becomes minister to the French government of Louis XVI.

			July 1785: Algerian pirates capture the USS Dauphin and Maria and enslave their crews.

			November 1789: Jefferson returns to United States from France; appointed Secretary of State by George Washington.

			October 1793: Barbary pirates begin targeting US merchant ships in the Mediterranean.

			March 27, 1794: George Washington approves Act to Provide a Naval Armament.

			September 17, 1799: Captain Bainbridge sails USS George Washington into the port of Algiers; the ship is forced to carry Algerians to Constantinople because the US tribute is too small.

			March 4, 1801: Thomas Jefferson inaugurated as president of the United States.

			May 11, 1801: Bashaw Yusuf Qaramanli of Tripoli declares war against the United States.

			May 14, 1801: Flagpole at the US consulate in Tripoli chopped down.

			July 2, 1801: First flotilla of the US Navy reaches Gibraltar harbor.

			July 24, 1801: USS President and Enterprise arrive in Tripoli harbor and begin blockade.

			August 1, 1801: USS Enterprise fights first battle of the war, disables the Tripoli.

			September 3, 1801: Captain Dale ends first blockade of Tripoli harbor.

			February 6, 1802: Senate approves bill to allow President Jefferson’s use of force.

			June 1802: USS Franklin captured; crew enslaved and released for ransom a month later.

			August 12, 1803: Captain Preble sets sail on the USS Constitution.

			October 10, 1803: Captain Preble and Consul Lear establish peace with Morocco.

			October 31, 1803: USS Philadelphia runs aground in Tripoli harbor; Captain Bainbridge and crew imprisoned.

			December 23, 1803: USS Constitution and Enterprise seize Tripolitan ship Mastico.

			February 16, 1804: USS Philadelphia is burned in the Tripoli harbor.

			September 3, 1804: USS Intrepid (formerly the Meshuda) explodes in Tripoli harbor in a misguided battle tactic; its entire crew is killed.

			September 9, 1804: Commodore Samuel Barron arrives to replace Preble as commander. 

			November 1804: USS Argus sails for Egypt with William Eaton and his small army aboard.

			January 3, 1805: Hamet Qaramanli found in Egypt.

			February 5, 1805: William Eaton and Hamet Qaramanli reunite to move forward with plan to unseat Bashaw Yusuf and restore Hamet to his throne.

			March 6, 1805: Trek led by Eaton and Hamet begins from Alexandria, Egypt.

			April 15, 1805: Marching army arrives in Bomba, where ships are waiting with provisions.

			April 24, 1805: Eaton and Hamet’s army arrives in Derne and offers a truce; truce is rejected.

			April 27, 1805: Eaton and Hamet launch their attack; Derne falls.

			June 3, 1805: Lear negotiates peace with Yusuf and pays ransom for prisoners’ release, betraying Eaton and Hamet.

			Late June 1805: Senate ratifies Lear’s peace treaty.

			June 1815: Captain Stephen Decatur Jr. returns to Barbary Coast for a second war.

			June 28, 1815: Decatur arrives in Algiers with 500 Algerian prisoners.

			June 30, 1815: Peace treaty made with Algeria; Tunis and Tripoli follow suit soon after.

			July 4, 1826: Fiftieth anniversary of the United States; deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams. 

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Sidi Haji Abdrahaman: Tripolitan ambassador to London in 1785.

			John Adams: Founding father who served as US minister to London before becoming president of the United States; argued against Thomas Jefferson in favor of negotiations and tributes for peace.

			William Bainbridge: Captain of the George Washington when it was forced to sail to Constantinople and of the Philadelphia when it ran aground and its crew was imprisoned in Tripoli.

			Joel Barlow: US Ambassador to Algiers in 1797; used gifts and promises to get the captives from the Dauphin released.

			Samuel Barron: Commodore; former captain of the USS Philadelphia; replaced Preble as commander of the Mediterranean fleet during the last leg of the First Barbary War.

			James Cathcart: Enslaved in Algiers with the crew of the Maria in 1785; appointed US Consul to Tripoli after his release.

			Richard Dale: Captain of the USS President and commander of the first naval flotilla; maintained the first US blockade of the Tripoli harbor.

			Stephen Decatur Jr.: Handsome young lieutenant who sailed with the first naval flotillas to the Barbary Coast; eventually earned the rank of captain for his daring, but usually successful, risk-taking.

			William Eaton: Appointed US Consul to Tunis because of his aptitude for diplomatic frontier relations in the United States. Eventually led the march of American and Arab soldiers across Egypt to Derne.

			Thomas Jefferson: Founding father who served as US minister to France and secretary of state under George Washington before becoming president. Argued for the use of force to maintain peace in the Mediterranean.

			Tobias Lear: Colonel who replaced Richard O’Brien as the US Consul at Tripoli. Brokered unauthorized peace treaty with Yusuf Qaramanli; eventually shot himself in the head.

			Richard Valentine Morris: Captain appointed to command the Mediterranean flotilla in 1802; his wife sailed along and kept him more busy with socializing than with his work.

			Alexander Murray: Captain of the USS Constellation who maintained blockade of Tripoli while Captain Morris idled in Gibraltar.

			Bobba Mustapha: Algerian ruler whose ambassador first demanded tributes from the United States when the Dauphin was captured in 1785. 

			Presley O’Bannon: Marine corps lieutenant who sailed to Egypt with William Eaton and helped him lead the army that seized Derne. Original recipient of the Mameluke Sword.

			Richard O’Brien: Captain of USS Dauphin, captured by pirates and enslaved in Algiers from 1785 to 1795. Later became the US Consul to Algiers. 

			Edward Preble: Third captain to take command of the US naval force in the Mediterranean; he served heroically before dying of consumption in 1807.

			Hamet Qaramanli: Rightful heir to the Tripoli throne who was exiled by his murderous younger brother, Bashaw Yusuf. Teamed up with William Eaton and the United States to try to regain power over Tripoli.

			Yusuf Qaramanli: Bashaw of Tripoli who declared war on the United States. Stole the throne by murdering his eldest brother and exiling the next-in-line heir, Hamet Qaramanli.

			Murat Rais/Peter Lisle: Admiral of Tripoli who was born to Scots in Perth, Australia, and worked as a deckhand on a US ship before joining the band of pirates who captured his shipmates. He converted to Islam, and married the bashaw’s daughter.

			Richard Somers: Captain of the Intrepid, which sailed into Tripoli harbor on what turned out to be a suicide mission.

			Andrew Sterett: Lieutenant who captained the USS Enterprise; fired the first shots and won the first battle of the war against Tripoli.

			George Washington: First president of the United States, appointed Thomas Jefferson as his secretary of state.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“All nations which had not acknowledged the Prophet were sinners, whom it was the right and duty of the faithful to plunder and enslave.”

			This is reasoning Ambassador Abdrahaman gave to Jefferson and Adams for the capture of US ships in the Mediterranean. As Islamic nations, they saw it fit, and even felt bound to punish non-Muslim sailors and nations by attacking and pillaging their ships. The solution that Barbary nations offered was for other countries to pay them tributes; however, Jefferson saw the illogic of paying for a peace that was set on religious terms and preferred to use a show of strength if the Barbary nations would not comply with the usual terms of fair engagement. 

			“An honorable peace is established.”

			How Preble described the peace negotiation he made with the sultan of Morocco on October 10, 1803. Preble arrived in the Tangier harbor with an intimidating show of US naval power, and when he met with the sultan he emphasized the benefits of conducting commerce with the United States instead of fighting against it. Preble settled the negotiation without paying or promising any money, and stopped the Barbary War from expanding further than it already had.

			“I hope I shall never again be sent to Algiers with tribute, unless I am authorized to deliver it from the mouth of our cannon.”

			Captain Bainbridge made this statement after he was forced to sail the USS George Washington to Constantinople under the Algerian flag, loaded to its maximum with its own crew, the Algerian ambassador and his attendants, their African slaves, and more than 200 assorted animals. The George Washington was the first US military vessel to sail the Mediterranean, and it was meant to be intimidating and powerful; instead, it was reduced to being a tribute courier for both the United States and Algeria. Bainbridge recognized that the Americans and their ships would continue to be taken advantage of (or worse, enslaved) if they were not given permission to meet threats with force off the Barbary Coast.

			“‘Egypt has no master.’”

			When William Eaton arrived in Egypt in 1804, he found a disheveled country with stark divisions between its inhabitants and the regions where disparate power reigned. There were Albanian Turks, Mamelukes, and even French and British colonists occupying parts of the country. The Egyptians’ disorganization and strife kept them from being hostile toward the United States, and gave Eaton an opportunity to find commonalities with the viceroy in Cairo and secure his assistance in finding Hamet Qaramanli.

			“The treaty opened with one line—“GOD IS INFINITE”—followed by an oath of friendship between the government of the United States and the one to be reestablished by Hamet.”

			This opening line refers to the treaty that William Eaton forged with Hamet Qaramanli before they led an army overland to fight Bashaw Yusuf and restore Hamet to the throne. Eaton convinced the Egyptian king and Hamet that an alliance could be formed between their countries and the United States on the basis of the similarities between Islam and Christianity, in particular, their shared monotheism. Unfortunately, this treaty was not ratified; Hamet was later betrayed by the treaty that Thomas Lear signed with Bashaw Yusuf.

			“In prevailing off the Barbary Coast, the United States proved that it would not only go to war for its own interests but would do what it could for oppressed citizens of other nations.”

			This quotes refers to the US treatment of Hamet Qaramanli, who was reunited with his family and provided with a stipend from the United States after Consul Lear betrayed the plan that would have given Hamet the throne in Tripoli. This statement is somewhat hypocritical because while the United States provided for Hamet and his family, it did nothing for the Arab soldiers or their families who were killed or wounded in the march to and battle at Derne. The men who had supported Eaton and Hamet’s plan were abandoned to deal with the city’s hostilities after the peace accord was signed with Bashaw Yusuf; the Americans left with Hamet in secret.

			“These events amounted to the first signs of a significant shift in the world’s balance of power.”

			During the First Barbary War, the relationship between the United States and England was still delicate—Americans had won an independence that England did not condone, and the two countries would fight over that issue again in the War of 1812. The United States prevailed, but with its success in the Second Barbary War it truly began to mark itself as an international power. America showed that it was a forerunner in the fight against Islamic terror, as the European powers had to concede to using military force against the pirating countries in the years following 1816. 

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					Tripoli, the capital of modern-day Libya, was founded by Phoenicians as Oea and was controlled by many empires including the Roman, Vandal, and Byzantine empires; during the Barbary Wars it was part of the Ottoman Empire. 

					The Mamelukes (or Mamluks) were slaves who were forced to become soldiers in the armies of a number of Muslim states during the Middle Ages; they eventually used their military power to rise up and control a dynasty in Egypt and Syria. By the start of the nineteenth century, the Mamluks were no longer rulers but still held political clout in Egypt. 

					For ceremonial purposes, soldiers in the US Marine Corps still carry the Mameluke Sword in remembrance of the sword that Lieutenant Presley O’Bannon was awarded in North Africa for his service.

					One of the factors that sparked Thomas Jefferson’s desire to declare war against the Barbary nations was his indignation about their enslavement of American citizens. Jefferson himself owned slaves: Around 100 slaves resided at Monticello at any given time; in total, he owned about 600 slaves during his lifetime. 

					Sympathetic ink, or invisible ink, was inscribed in the letters Captain Bainbridge sent during his imprisonment in Tripoli. Secret messages were written in lemon juice and revealed by exposing the paper to heat, such as a candle flame. 

					In 1814, Lord Byron published The Corsair, a narrative poem about a chivalric pirate whose character was informed by Byron’s travels in North Africa. The first run of 10,000 copies sold out in one day.

					The word Barbary derives from Berber, the name given to the pre-Arab people of North Africa and their descendants (also known as Imazighen).

					The French occupation of Algeria that began in 1830 led to its adoption as a department of France in 1848. The French-Algerian War began in 1954 and didn’t end until 1962, when Algeria regained its independence.

					Abraham Browne, taken captive for three months in Morocco in 1665, penned one of the first American captivity narratives. The genre became more popular after 1682, when Mary Rowlandson published her account of being a captive of Native Americans; other journals of settlers captured by Native Americans followed.

					In 2014, the US Navy had a budget of $137 billion. Even adjusted for inflation, that’s about 8,560 times bigger than the $1 million budget allotted to the navy in 1816.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Barbary, Barbary Coast: The Northern coast of Africa, now more commonly described as Maghreb; included Algeria, Tripolitania, Tunisia, and Morocco.

			Bashaw: Title used to address the ruler of Tripoli, alternatively pronounced ‘pasha’ in Turkey. Yusuf Qaramanli was the Bashaw of Tripoli who seized the throne from his brother, Hamet.

			Blockade: Sealing off an area to prevent people or goods from leaving or entering. The American ships attempted to blockade the Tripoli harbor, but were unsuccessful. 

			Tribute: A payment made from one state to another. Europe and the United States paid tribute to the Barbary nations to ensure safe passage in the Mediterranean. 

			Captivity narrative: A genre of writing that became popular in the United States during the 1700s wherein a person who has been enslaved (usually a ‘civilized’ Christian person) writes about his or her bondage by a people who are considered uncivilized. 

			Corsair: A pirate or pirate ship. A word commonly used at the time of the First Barbary War.

			Dey: Algerian ruler’s title under the Ottoman empire. Bobba Mustapha was the dey who captured the USS Dauphin.

			Flagship: The ship within a fleet that carries the fleet’s commander and his flag. The Barbary War saw some unconventional flagship conduct, such as the captured USS Betsey that was the flagship of the Tripolitan fleet; and the USS Chesapeake that, under Morris’s command, saw more time at port than in battle.

			Flotilla: A fleet of ships. The United States sent out small flotillas of its first completed military ships to the Mediterranean in the 1790s.

			Frigate: A smaller sailing vessel, usually built for speed and military use. The United States built its first frigates in the 1790s and sailed them against the Barbary pirates.

			Maghreb: Used to describe the region of Northwest Africa that includes Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya (formerly Tripolitania). These were widely known as the Barbary Nations during the 1800s.

			Sympathetic ink: Invisible ink. Captain Bainbridge used sympathetic ink, a dilute mix of lime or lemon juice, to hide messages in his letters. By holding the letter to a flame, the writing appears in brown.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					#1 on Conservative bestseller list

					A New York Times bestseller

					A Publishers Weekly bestseller

					A Los Angeles Times bestseller

			

			“Another blockbuster! Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates reads like an edge-of-your-seat, page-turning thriller. You will love this book and also wonder why so few people know this story. No one captures the danger, intrigue, and drama of the American Revolution and its aftermath like Brian Kilmeade and Don Yaeger.” —Brad Thor

			“A fascinating story of extraordinary courage and resolve, and a brilliant reminder of an early chapter of our country’s remarkable history.” —Donald Rumsfeld

			“In this popular history of the first Tripolitan War, Kilmeade and Yaeger focus more on the daring strategies and bold actions of envoys, commodores, and marines who executed Jefferson’s policy than on Jefferson himself. The authors propose to enliven the memory of the first US offshore fight to oppose intimidation and lawlessness.” —Margaret Kappanadze, Library Journal

			“Written in lively style this book is both informative and a quick read.” —Vice Admiral Robert F. Dunn, US Navy

			“This is a well-told tale, and there are lessons aplenty about both diplomacy and warfare—with useful application to the challenges the United States faces in our own time.” —Professor Larry J. Sabato

		

	
		
			About Brian Kilmeade and Don Yaeger

			Brian Kilmeade is a married father of three who lives in Massapequa, New York. He is a TV and radio host on Fox & Friends and Kilmeade & Friends, respectively, both of which are aired by Fox networks. Kilmeade was born on May 7, 1964, in New York City, and started early on his news career when he worked as announcer on the national high school news station Channel One. He went on to earn his BA from C.W. Post at Long Island University in 1986. 

			From there, he got into sports reporting. He was a reporter for NewSport TV and had a stint announcing play-by-plays for some of the first UFC fighting championships. He and his wife, Dawn Kilmeade, married in 1993, and in 1997 he became an anchor for Fox News. 

			Kilmeade’s writing trajectory has been similar to that of his correspondence career. He published his first two sports-related books, The Games Do Count and It’s How You Play the Game in 2004 and 2008. In 2013, having noticed the level of interest and sales that Bill O’Reilly’s historical books were generating, Kilmeade decided to pursue publishing books on another subject that he felt passionate about: American history. His foray into historical writing has proven successful so far, first with George Washington’s Secret Six, and now with his newest book, Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates. 

			It is also rumored that Kilmeade has been performing stand-up comedy for the past ten years, but no video evidence could be found to support this claim.

			Don Yaeger began his career in journalism, but quickly turned to writing books. Since 1990, he has cowritten 24 of them, including 9 New York Times bestsellers. He is an associate editor for Sports Illustrated and a professional speaker. He lives in Tallahassee, Florida, with his wife Jeanette and two children.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“10 Heart-Pounding Heroic Missions.” Early Bird Books. 

			“America’s Pirate Wars.” New York Times.

			“Guess What ‘Fox & Friends’ Co-Host Brian Kilmeade’s Next US History Book Is About?” Townhall.

			“Jefferson Versus the Muslim Pirates.” City Journal.

			“What Do Pirates, Thomas Jefferson & Radical Islam Have in Common?” Conservative Book Club.

			Books

			Captives by Linda Colley 

			Drake: England’s Greatest Seafarer by Ernle Bradford

			Jefferson’s War: America’s First War on Terror 1801–1805 by Joseph Wheelan

			The Barbary Wars: American Independence in the Atlantic World by Frank Lambert

			The Pirates Laffite: The Treacherous World of the Corsairs of the Gulf by William C. Davis

			Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power by Jon Meacham

			White Gold: The Extraordinary Story of Thomas Pellow and Islam’s One Million White Slaves by Giles Milton

			Other Books by Brian Kilmeade

			George Washington’s Secret Six: The Spy Ring That Saved the American Revolution

			It’s How You Play the Game

			The Games Do Count: America’s Best and Brightest on the Power of Sports
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