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			The summary and analysis in this ebook are meant to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of fiction. This ebook is not intended as a substitute for the work that it summarizes and analyzes, and it is not authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the work’s author or publisher. Worth Books makes no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this ebook.

		

	
		
			Context

			To Kill a Mockingbird is set in a small town in the Deep South during the Great Depression. It tells of the overwhelming prejudice and pervasive attitudes regarding class, race, and gender. The 1950s, when Harper Lee wrote To Kill a Mockingbird, was an era during which Jim Crow laws were still very much in place.

			Since its publication in 1960, the novel’s honest depiction of prejudice continues to resonate throughout the world. The book’s release closely preceded the birth of the civil rights movement, thereby becoming a de facto textbook for examining America’s longstanding adherence to the culture of discrimination and racial injustice. At the same time, the story gives hope with its message of tolerance and compassion.

			Though controversial for its time—especially for its portrayal of the trial of a black man accused of raping a white woman—To Kill a Mockingbird won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction the year it was published.

			Film legend Gregory Peck was cast as protagonist Atticus Finch in a 1962 film adaptation, and the novel has grown to become one of the most beloved and important novels of the twentieth century.

			The historical and sociological significance of the book is undeniable; it contains themes that harken back to America’s slave-owning past, and it shines a light on the struggles that still persist today.

		

	
		
			Overview

			To Kill a Mockingbird revolves around a widower and lawyer, Atticus Finch, and his two children, Jem and Scout, set in a sleepy Southern Alabama town.

			Dill is the Finch children’s summertime playmate from Mississippi. He returns each year to visit his aunt and acts as a catalyst for the kids’ many adventures. Dill’s wild imagination is mostly fixated on the town’s mysterious recluse, a man called Boo Radley.

			Bright beyond her years, Scout’s been reading since she was a toddler and finds school a waste of time. She has a tendency to be hotheaded and somewhat rebellious. Atticus offers his daughter a life lesson in tolerance and empathy that will serve as the cornerstone of her character.

			Scout struggles to walk the line between her tomboyish proclivities and the expectations Southern culture placed on girls. She often turns to her neighbor and mentor, Miss Maudie, for advice in coping with her growing pains.

			The children try unsuccessfully to draw Boo—the recluse whom neighborhood kids have made the center of their curiosities—out of his safe haven of anonymity. One plan involves a note at the end of a fishing pole, which is thwarted by Atticus. He beseeches the children to leave poor Boo alone.

			The children’s obsession with Boo comes to a critical juncture on the eve of Dill’s departure for the season. Going against Atticus Finch’s direct order, a clandestine outing to the Radley house is met with the elder Radley’s shotgun, having been mistaken for a Negro trying to steal vegetables from his collard patch. The three kids narrowly escape.

			The Finch family find themselves at the epicenter of a crisis of conscience that rocks the foundation of Maycomb society. The children show uncommon restraint and dignity by standing up against a mob of angry men hell-bent on lynching Tom Robinson, an innocent black man accused of raping Mayella Ewell. The men’s retreat is a direct result of the children’s unbridled innocence and courage.

			The rape trial begins, shedding light on the deep-seated bigotry and hatred that exists among Maycomb’s citizens. At their young ages, Scout, Jem, and Dill must confront fundamental issues of right and wrong. Watching their father—Tom’s lawyer—conduct himself with his family and neighbors and throughout the trial, they have an opportunity to see Atticus as a champion of truth and justice.

			Winning a rape trial in which it’s the word of a Negro man against that of a white woman is a gargantuan task. Atticus harbors no illusions. Standing in the courtroom, he presents his case for the defense competently, but he’s unable to overcome narrow-minded attitudes of 1930s Alabama. Arguing against a white girl’s word falls on deaf ears, and an innocent man is convicted of a crime he didn’t commit. Atticus’s efforts don’t go unnoticed; the entire gallery of black citizens stand up in respect for the white lawyer who went against the establishment on their behalf.

			A death threat by Bob Ewell, the father of the girl who accused Tom Robinson, leaves the Finches on edge. Jem’s maturity enables him to face the ugly facts about racism, bigotry, and class warfare in the South. The young man questions his faith in human nature and understands why Boo might want to distance himself from others.

			During the month of October, subtle signs emerge that a reprisal aimed at the Finch family is on the horizon. On the way home from their school’s Halloween pageant, Jem and Scout are viciously attacked by a stranger in the dark schoolyard. Scout’s vision is impaired by her costume, so she can only hear the sounds of the assault. Flailing about, Scout runs directly into the clutches of an unidentified man who tries to suffocate her. In the nick of time, someone rescues them. Through her peepholes, Scout can’t make out who it is.

			The Sheriff finds Bob Ewell in the woods—dead, with a kitchen knife stuck in his gut. Jem is unconscious and has a broken arm. A man that Scout doesn’t recognize is hiding behind the door. She soon learns that it’s Boo Radley, the man who rescued them and killed Mr. Ewell.

			Like killing a mockingbird, Sheriff Tate sees no good in exposing Boo to the glare of the public eye. It would, in effect, punish Boo for saving two children and ridding the town of evil.

			Scout ponders the events of the last three years and fully grasps the awesome truth in Atticus’s lesson of tolerance: “You never really know a man until you stand in his shoes and walk around in them.”

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Aunt Alexandra: Atticus Finch’s strong-willed, traditional sister. She lives with the Finches during Tom Robinson’s trial, and is very concerned about Scout’s tomboyish ways.

			Maudie Atkinson: Miss Maudie is a supportive elderly neighbor, friend, and mentor to the Finch children.

			Calpurnia (“Cal”): The Finch family’s loyal housekeeper and church-going mother figure.

			Walter Cunningham Sr.: A poor white man and one of the members of the mob that wants to lynch Tom Robinson. However, he’s also one of Atticus’s clients and after speaking with Scout, he calls off the mob.

			Walter Cunningham Jr.: A classmate of Scout’s, Walter is from a poor family. Jem invites him to lunch at his house one day.

			Link Deas: An honest man; Tom Robinson’s employer, who praises the integrity of Tom’s character. Deas is not racist like his neighbors.

			Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose: An elderly, racist, and unpleasant neighbor of the Finch family. Jem learns to respect her in her courageous attempt to battle her morphine addiction.

			Bob Ewell: Hateful, racist drunk and Atticus’s archenemy. He and his daughter, Mayella Ewell, accuse Tom Robinson of assaulting her.

			Mayella Ewell: Bob Ewell’s unhappy nineteen-year-old daughter. She wrongly accuses Tom Robinson of raping her.

			Atticus Finch: Small-town lawyer, widower, and Jem and Scout’s benevolent father.

			Jean Louise “Scout” Finch: The novel’s narrator. She is a bright and precocious tomboy; daughter of Atticus; Jem’s younger sister.

			Jeremy Atticus “Jem” Finch: Atticus’s eldest son and protective older brother of Scout.

			Horace Gilmer: The Ewells’ lawyer.

			Charles Baker “Dill” Harris: Jem and Scout’s spunky and confident summertime playmate.

			Arthur “Boo” Radley: A hermit and neighbor of the Finch family, he is an object of the children’s obsessive curiosity.

			Nathan Radley: Boo Radley’s older brother. He cruelly closes up the knot-hole in the tree where Boo leaves presents for Scout and Jem.

			Mr. and Mrs. Radley: Boo and Nathan Radley’s parents.

			Dolphus Raymond: A wealthy white man who lives with his black mistress and his biracial children. He pretends to be a drunk when he comes to town, but, in reality, he is frustrated with the prejudices of white people and prefers to live in the black community.

			Tom Robinson: A decent and hardworking field hand; wrongly accused of raping and assaulting Mayella Ewell.

			Reverend Sykes: The pastor at First Purchase African M.E. Church (named for the freed slaves who founded it), he helps Jem and Scout understand Tom’s trial.

			Judge John Taylor: The judge at Tom Robinson’s trial. He appoints Atticus as Tom’s lawyer.

			Heck Tate: The sheriff of Maycomb, he does his best to protect citizens from danger. He is a witness at Tom Robinson’s trial.

			Mr. Underwood: The publisher of Maycomb’s newspaper and a friend of Atticus Finch. Although he is racist, he believes that everyone has a right to a fair trial, including Tom Robinson.

		

	
		
			Summary

			Part One

			1

			Jean Louise Finch (Scout) thinks the events leading up to her brother’s broken arm was the fault of the Ewells, but her brother, Jeremy Atticus Finch (Jem), says it all started the summer they met Dill. To avoid a fistfight, they went to their father, Atticus, who says they’re both right.

			Atticus Finch is a lawyer in Maycomb, Alabama. Widowed when Scout was two and Jem six, their black housekeeper and loyal member of the family, Calpurnia (Cal) has been with them since Jem was born.

			Small but spunky, Charles Baker Harris (Dill) comes to Maycomb for the first time in the summer of 1933 to visit his aunt. Dill, Jem, and Scout are inseparable and become fascinated with the town’s recluse, Boo Radley.

			2

			Scout is bright beyond her years and finds school
				unbearable. The first day is a disaster: She gets in trouble for knowing how to read
				and for innocently explaining to her teacher Miss Caroline, who’s new to town and
				doesn’t know the country folks well, why her classmate Walter Cunningham won’t
				borrow money for his lunch. She says the Cunninghams “never took anything they can’t
				pay back,” but in her misunderstanding, Miss Caroline takes it to be an offense and
				smacks Scout’s hand with a ruler. 

			3

			Angry with Walter for embarrassing her, Scout catches him in the schoolyard and gives him a whopping. Jem breaks up the fight and sets things right by inviting the hungry boy to their house for supper. During the meal, Cal marches Scout into the kitchen for a lecture on proper manners.

			Scout hates school and wants to stay home indefinitely. Atticus teaches her about tolerance and getting along with people. It’s a lesson that continues to resonate throughout Scout’s young life.

			4

			Walking home from school one day, Scout finds some chewing
				gum in a knot-hole in the oak tree outside the Radley place, which is inhabited by
				Mr. and Mrs. Radley and their mysterious and reclusive son, Boo. Boo is the subject
				of much myth and a grisly town legend. Jem is horrified and makes Scout spit the gum
				out, but Scout claims she has been chewing it all afternoon and she “ain’t dead
				yet.” Later, they’ll find a velvet box with two Indian-head pennies inside.

			Dill returns for the summer in fine form. The children make a game out of rolling a rubber wheel with Scout inside. But it crashes into the Radleys’ yard, which scares the living daylights out of her. Jem makes fun of Scout for being scaredy because he believes that Boo is dead. Scout knows he’s wrong because she heard someone inside the house laughing.

			5

			Jem and Dill leave Scout out of their plotting because she’s a girl, so Scout takes safe harbor with her mentor and neighbor, Miss Maudie. The kind widow assures her that most of the rumors about Boo are untrue. If he were dead, Maudie would have seen him carried out of the house by now.

			One day, the three kids hatch a plan to pass a note to Boo in order to get him to come outside. Their idea to deliver the note by attaching it to the end of a fishing pole and casting it toward the Radley place falls flat when Atticus Finch happens along and catches them red-handed. He is unhappy with their bothering of the man and tells them to leave Boo alone.

			6

			Dill is leaving in the morning, so it’s the last chance for the kids to get a look at Boo. Under the cover of darkness, they sneak under the Radleys’ fence and hoist Jem up to the window, but he can’t see anything. A shadowy figure appears and they run for their lives. As Scout trips in the collard greens, the sound of a shotgun blast rings out.

			Out of breath, but back at the house, Jem, Dill, and Scout see a crowd gathering down the street. They mosey over to find out what happened, and hear the false report that Mr. Radley shot a Negro in his collard patch. Atticus sees that Jem is not wearing pants (they got caught in the wire fence during his escape), so Dill makes up a story to appease their father for the moment. Jem knows he has got to produce his breeches by morning, so he goes back to recover them in the middle of the night.

			7

			On their way home from school several weeks later, Jem confides in Scout what he’d seen the night he went back to the Radley house to retrieve his pants. Apparently they had been folded neatly across the fence—like someone had been expecting him. And the tears in the cloth had been mended by hand.

			The old oak tree becomes a treasure trove of riches from small trinkets to pocket watches. When Nathan Radley plugs the hole with cement, Jem is heartbroken.

			8

			That winter, the coldest on record, Mrs. Radley dies of natural causes, though her prosaic demise would have been more interesting to Scout and Jem if the story was that Boo had finally “gotten her.”

			At the sight of falling snow—which she has never seen before, Scout screams that the world is ending, but Atticus assures her that it’s just precipitation. School gets canceled, even though Atticus thinks there is not enough accumulation to make a snowball. Jem spends all day building a snowman that looks remarkably like the Finches’ grouchy neighbor.

			The day’s fun is overshadowed by a fire that destroys Miss Maudie’s home after nightfall. Jem and Scout are instructed to stand outside the Radley house while Atticus goes over to help.

			When the flames are extinguished, they return to the house where
				Atticus notices that Scout is wrapped in a blanket that doesn’t belong to them. They
				figure out that it must have been Boo who covered her up. It’s then that Jem spills
				the beans about the knot-hole, the pants, and everything. Atticus decides to leave
				things as they are for now, but hopes one day the children will be able to thank Boo
				personally.

			9

			Back at school, Scout is ready to punch her schoolmate Cecil Jacobs for saying that her father defends “niggers”; she holds herself back, remembering the promise that if Atticus catches her fighting again he will “wear [her] out.”

			Atticus confirms that he is defending Tom Robinson in an upcoming
				trial, but asks Scout not to use the “N-word” when describing “colored” people; he
				says it’s “common” language. Some ugly things are going to be said in the months
				leading up to the trial, so Atticus wants his children to know how to control their
				temper.

			At Christmas dinner in Finch’s Landing, Scout gets into a scuffle with her dull cousin Francis when he calls Atticus “a nigger lover.” Scout’s not sure what that means, but she’s sure it’s an insult, so she beats Francis to a pulp.

			Atticus is concerned about the atmosphere he’s bringing his children up in, worrying they might turn bitter or worse: They might contract the town’s chronic disease of racism and narrow-mindedness.

			10

			Scout perceives Atticus as old, even though he’s not quite fifty. She compares him to the other fathers who smoke, drink, and play cards. Unlike them, her father wears glasses and is always reading.

			When the kids get air-rifles, Atticus tells them he prefers that they not use them to shoot animals, but if they do, they are not to kill any mockingbirds. Mockingbirds do no harm and live to sing for those who will hear it—to kill one would be a sin.

			Questions about Atticus’s manhood are silenced following an incident with a rabid dog: Called to the scene near the Finch house, a local sheriff, Heck Tate, hands his rifle to Atticus to take the sick dog out. Atticus was once the deadest shot in Maycomb County. When wondering why he hasn’t mentioned it to his children before, Maudie says decent people don’t brag about their talents. Welling with pride, Scout and Jem also learn a valuable lesson about the virtues of humility.

			11

			Two doors down from the Finches lives a poison-tongued old woman, Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose. She hurls insults at them whenever they pass her yard, and although Atticus is nothing but gentlemanly to her, he advises his kids to ignore her abuse.

			The woman flings a particularly nasty comment, directed at their father, and makes Jem irate. He proceeds to cut down every camellia bush in the woman’s garden. Atticus gets wind of it and is incensed by this tantrum. He demands that Jem apologizes to Mrs. Dubose and is handed down a punishment worse than death: Jem’s got to read to the elderly Mrs. Dubose two hours a day for an entire month.

			Scout keeps Jem company during the storytelling sessions, which often end early because of Mrs. Dubose’s fits. As time goes on, however, the sessions drag on longer and her fits come later and later. About a month after the completion of Jem’s reading duties, Mrs. Dubose dies.

			Unbeknownst to Jem, his reading served to distract the old woman from the suffering of a morphine withdrawal. Mrs. Dubose vowed to kick her addiction before she died, which, with Jem’s help, she was able to do. Atticus believes that people are wrong to think that courage means a man with a gun. Real courage is “when you know you’re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what.” Jem is profoundly altered by the experience.

			Part Two

			12

			Jem’s moodiness and impatience is a sure sign that he is entering puberty. When Scout gets lonesome, she can help Cal in the kitchen, which proves to enlighten her about the considerable skill involved in womanhood. A letter from Dill arrives, saying he’s not coming to Maycomb that summer; this makes Scout blue for a couple of days.

			Atticus is away on business and Calpurnia is left in charge. On Sunday, she takes the children with her to services at the Negro church. Reverend Sykes extends a warm welcome to the white children and remarks that their daddy is a true friend of the church. The congregation is taking up a collection for Tom Robinson’s family, prompting Jem to drop his own money into the basket. When they get home, they find Aunt Alexandra, Atticus’s sister, sitting on their front porch.

			13

			Aunty is going to live with them for a while, allegedly to help Atticus during the busy trial; however, Scout’s afraid she’s there to take away her overalls and turn her into a proper lady.

			14

			Pointing and whispering at the sight of a Finch is commonplace in town. Scout’s been curious for a while about Tom Robinson’s crime, and finally asks Atticus what the word “rape” means. He gives her the simplest, dictionary-like definition he can muster.

			Scout thinks there is a snake underneath her bed, but it’s Dill, who has run away from home. After phone calls to Dill’s aunt and mother, Atticus lets Dill stay overnight. Dill isn’t abused, just neglected and feels unwanted. Before dozing off, Dill empathically wonders if Boo would run away if he had somewhere to go.

			15

			It’s decided that Dill can stay in Maycomb for the rest of the summer. Things are tranquil for a time.

			Trouble is brewing by the looks on the faces of the men who come to the house with Sheriff Tate that evening. They fear Tom Robinson is in danger of being lynched. Their father leaves for a walk later that evening and when Aunt Alexandra is fast asleep, Jem, Scout, and Dill sneak out and head down to the courthouse to look for Atticus. They spot him across the square, sitting under a lamp outside the jailhouse. He’s reading the newspaper.

			An angry mob shows up at the jail demanding to see Tom Robinson. Atticus refuses to hand Tom over and advises the gang to go home, but they refuse. Seeing that Atticus is outnumbered, the children rush to his aide. Jem refuses Atticus’s order to take Dill and Scout and go home. When one of the thugs manhandles Jem, Scout lashes out in defense of her brother, landing a powerful kick to the burly man.

			The standoff reaches an impasse. As Scout scans the crowd, her eyes meet Mr. Cunningham, Walter’s father. The girl’s warm presence reminds the essentially decent man of his longstanding friendship with the Finch family. He relents and instructs the men to clear out. On the walk home, Atticus messes Jem’s hair, which is his way of showing affection.

			16

			Mr. Finch is grateful that the three children showed up at the jail the night before, but he doesn’t want them at the courthouse during jury selection. Against their father’s wishes, Jem, Scout, and Dill join the crowd at the courthouse, finding seats upstairs in the colored section on the balcony.

			17

			Sheriff Tate testifies that on November twenty-first, Bob Ewell’s daughter Mayella was beaten and raped, and that Tom Robinson was the perpetrator. Atticus brings to light some oddities and inconsistencies in the prosecution’s argument, questioning why a doctor wasn’t called after the alleged rape, and then when the Sherriff mentions lacerations on the left side of Mayella’s face, Atticus points out that they are, in fact, on the right side of her face.

			Mayella’s father, Bob Ewell, strutting and seething with distain, asserts that he saw Tom Robinson take advantage of his daughter with his own eyes. Agreeing with the assessment of Mayella’s injuries, he is tricked into writing his own name—demonstrating to the jury he is left-handed: an important detail when considering Mayella had a bruised on her right eye. Jem thinks Atticus has Mr. Ewell on the ropes.

			18

			Mayella recounts her story, stating she asked Tom to come into the yard to break up a chiffarobe and was attacked by him from behind. She tried to fight and scream for help, but he managed to choke, beat, and rape her.

			Atticus paints a grim picture of Ewell family life, knowing full well it was Mr. Ewell who beat Mayella. Unfortunately, Atticus is unable to get Mayella to admit it in court. The woman continues to maintain that Tom was her assailant.

			Atticus has only one witness for the defense: Tom Robinson.

			19

			It’s well known that Tom Robinson’s left arm and hand are useless from a childhood accident. He’s only been in trouble with the law once for a minor infraction. Tom implores the courtroom to believe that Miss Mayella’s account is inaccurate and he gives his honest version of the events.

			On the day in question, Tom came inside to fix a door; then Mayella said she needed a box pulled down from the dresser. It was a ploy to get Tom alone so she could hug and kiss him. He resisted and tried to get away. When her father appeared in the window screaming threats to kill Mayella for touching a black man, Tom ran away as fast as he could.

			The solicitor for the prosecution twists Tom’s words and fools him into saying he had pity on the white woman, and is calling her a liar. Atticus knows Tom’s testimony is seriously damaging their case. Dill is sickened by how the prosecution lawyer, Mr. Gilmer, is treating Mr. Robinson and bursts into tears. Scout takes him outside for some fresh air.

			20

			Dolphus Raymond knows full well why Dill is crying. It’s because, as a child, he’s able to clearly see the injustice that white people inflict on black folks every day. Although a white man himself, he’s an outcast for having a colored wife and mixed-race children. He hopes Scout fully appreciates how extraordinary a man her father is.

			Back in their seats, Scout and Dill are disappointed to have missed the beginning of their father’s closing argument. Atticus asks the jury to discount Mayella’s testimony as lies invented to cover up her shame for breaking the unwritten code of the South: a white woman tempting a black man. Furthermore, he asserts that the person who beat Miss Ewell led with his left. Tom’s only crime was that he had the audacity to “feel sorry” for a white woman.

			As Atticus finishes his summation, Calpurnia walks up the aisle and hands him an envelope.

			21

			Atticus tells Judge Taylor that the note is from Alexandra, frantic because the children are missing, but Mr. Underwood, publisher of the local newspaper points up to the balcony where they’ve been sitting all afternoon. Angry at first, Atticus relents to their request to hear the verdict come in. Jem’s optimistic for an acquittal, however Atticus knows the reality: No jury in the South has ever favored a colored man over a white man.

			It’s eleven o’clock when the jury comes back with a guilty verdict. After consoling Tom, Atticus makes the slow, lonely walk down the aisle. Scout looks around to see every colored person standing. Reverend Sykes pokes her and says, “Miss Jean Louise, stand up. Your father is passin’.”

			22

			Jem’s face is streaked with tears, pained by the injustice. All three Finches walk home in silence with Dill.

			Atticus implores Jem to take heart, for there’s an excellent chance for a win on appeal. Tom Robinson’s family, grateful for his help, sends over a kitchen full of food. Atticus is deeply touched, but asks them to stop, as times are hard.

			Miss Maudie is good at putting things into their proper perspective. Atticus managed to keep a jury out longer than anyone else had before, proving someday things could change.

			Word spreads like wildfire: Mr. Ewell spits on Atticus while he is by the post office, and threatens to kill him.

			23

			Chalking Mr. Ewell’s outburst up to a feeble attempt to save face, Atticus is optimistic about Tom’s chances for a new trial or a win on appeal. Jem is mature enough to know the ugly truth: A white man’s word always trumps a black man’s. Longing to spread some hope, Atticus reveals that a relative of Mr. Cunningham had been a lone holdout for an acquittal. Scout thinks that makes Walter a good friend of the family, but Aunty disagrees, moralizing that the Cunninghams are not “our kind of folks.”

			Before Scout can blow her stack, Jem decides to school her on the ways of the world, as he sees it. He figures there are four kinds of folks: ordinary people, like themselves; country folk, like the Cunninghams; the Ewells’ kind; and the Negroes. He’s beginning to see why Boo Radley might want to distance himself from the townsfolk.

			24

			Scout, wearing a dress for a change, stays home to help Cal with Aunty’s missionary circle. She’s invited to join the ladies for refreshments after the meeting.

			Atticus is home unexpectedly with the sad news of Tom’s death. Tom had given up hope for justice and tried to escape. The prison guards shot and killed him. Atticus needs Cal to come with him to the Robinsons’ house to inform Tom’s wife and family.

			Alexandra, Maudie, and Scout are in despair over the news, but gather themselves up and return to their guests. Scout picks up a tray and uses her best manners, figuring if Aunty can be a lady at a time like this, so can she.

			25

			When Atticus breaks the news to Helen Robinson, she collapses in the dirt like a rag doll.

			The news travels fast, but most of it is nasty. In the court of public opinion, Tom was a dead man the minute Mayella Ewell made her accusation. Bob Ewell was making threats again.

			26

			Scout regrets tormenting Boo back then and wonders if she’ll ever get to meet him. Things are back to normal, except when she brings up the trial; then Jem gets furious. Atticus says to be patient. Jem will be himself again someday.

			27

			Three things happen that fall, which are out of the ordinary and seemingly inconsequential to the Finches: Mr. Ewell gets a job and loses it; there’s an attempted robbery at the judge’s house; and Helen Robinson is taunted by Mr. Ewell on her way to work.

			In the same month, Scout is cast as a ham in her school’s lavish Halloween pageant. The costume is made of chicken wire and cloth, comes to Scout’s knees, and has peepholes so she can see where she is going. Scout needs help getting it on and off.

			Atticus and Aunt Alexandra can’t go to the show, so Jem accompanies Scout to the school auditorium, but it’s their walk home that ends up being significant.

			28

			It’s a moonless night as the two cut through the dark schoolyard to the auditorium. The pageant is a huge success, except for Scout’s late entrance. To hide her humiliation, Scout wears her costume home. Heading back through the pitch-black yard, Jem hears steps behind them. When they stop and listen, Scout hears them, too.

			The steps start running toward them, and Jem yells for Scout to run. But her costume causes her lose her balance. Jem grabs her arm and tries to pull her to the road. The confusion is mixed with screams and heavy breathing. Scout crashes into a man who tries to suffocate her, but she feels him being jerked backward and then the ruckus stops. Scout manages to get to the street, and through the peepholes she sees a figure carrying a load up their steps. Atticus runs down to meet him and they carry Jem inside.

			Jem’s arm is broken at the elbow and he is unconscious, but Dr. Reynolds says he’ll live. In the room stands a curious man in the corner. Sheriff Tate rushes in with news that he found Bob Ewell dead with a kitchen knife stuck in his ribs.

			29

			Scout gives the details of the attack and points out that the man behind the door is their savior. He smiles timidly and Scout realizes who he is. “Hey, Boo,” she says.

			30

			Arthur and Scout are formerly introduced and then they retire to the porch to discuss the serious matter of a dead man.

			Mr. Tate isn’t going to let Arthur be exposed to scandal and decides his report will say that Mr. Ewell fell on his own knife and killed himself. Atticus isn’t comfortable with a cover-up, but the sheriff says it’s not his call. He says good night and leaves.

			Scout thinks Mr. Tate is right. Telling the truth about gentle Boo would be like killing a mockingbird. Atticus rubs his face in Scout’s hair. “Thank you for my children, Arthur,” he says to Boo.

			31

			Boo hasn’t spoken a word all night, but Scout understands, by his nods and movements, that he wants to see Jem. Boo gently pets Jem on the head, then motions that it’s time to go. In a whispered voice Boo asks Scout to take him home. They walk arm in arm to the Radley house. Arthur goes into the house and shuts the door; Scout never sees him again.

			Looking back on the last three years, Atticus’s words to her on her first day of school reverberate: “You never really know a man until you stand in his shoes and walk around in them.” Scout finds Atticus sitting at Jem’s bedside, and that’s where he remains until his son wakes in the morning.

		

	
		
			Character Analysis

			Arthur “Boo” Radley: Shy, reclusive, and misunderstood, Boo sparks the imagination of townspeople to mythical proportions. He is like the mockingbird in the story’s title: a gentle soul who’d never intentionally hurt anyone. At the end of the narrative, Boo demonstrates uncommon strength and courage by defending the Finch children from their assailant, Bob Ewell. He embodies humanity in the face of prejudice.

			Atticus Finch: Bookish and kind, he is the archetypal champion of justice and truth, Atticus is a man of strong character and conviction. Although he’s a conscientious and loving father to Jem and Scout, he’s often conflicted about his personal choices and how they negatively impact his family. Self-reflective and compassionate, Atticus is the book’s inspirational hero.

			Calpurnia: “Cal” is the
				firm, but loving, Negro housekeeper; she represents stability and safety within the
				Finch household. Criticized by her community for being “uppity,” she serves as a
				warmhearted mother figure to Scout and Jem, though, in reality, she is subjected to
				a racial double standard: she is, in essence “the help.”

			Charles Baker “Dill” Harris: Wise beyond his years, Dill is an outsider who becomes part of the Maycomb community. Dill’s got a razor-sharp wit and a playful, wild imagination. He fills the role as instigator to mischief, but possesses a strong moral center. Although he appears to be confident to the point of cocky, deep down he’s quite lonely and sensitive.

			Jean Louise “Scout” Finch: The narrator and protagonist, Scout is a tomboy with a hair-trigger temper. She’s prone to physical outbursts, even though she is sweet and loving by nature. As she grows up, Scout struggles with her boyish leanings and the expectations for girls in the South. As a character, Scout isn’t afraid to express her opinions or ask hard questions, making her the novel’s touchstone for issues of human nature, gender roles, and societal values and mores.

			Jeremy Atticus “Jem” Finch: Jem is an old soul who takes on the role as protector and companion to his motherless younger sister. He possesses a strong sense of justice and tries to live up to his father’s exemplary standards. Because he sees the world’s unfairness clearly, he becomes Scout’s mentor and teacher.

		

	
		
			Themes and Symbols

			Bigotry: This central theme is anchored in the trial of Tom Robinson, a black man accused by a white woman of sexual assault. Atticus Finch, the defense attorney, knows that Robinson is innocent, and he maintains the position that all men are created equal. He makes it a point to teach this lesson to his children so they are not influenced by the majority of the (Southern) townspeople who embrace the racist ideologies of the Old South.

			Though Cal works as a housekeeper for the Finch family, Atticus treats her with respect. Similarly, when Cal takes the children to her church, they are welcomed; and when Scout and Jem watch Tom Robinson’s trial, they do so from the vantage point of the “colored” folk, up in the balcony of the courtroom.

			The story also touches on the double standard that existed, in that it would not be proper for a white woman to want the company or affection of a black man, as seen with Mayella Ewell desiring Tom Robinson.

			Gender roles: Scout is a tomboy, happy to explore her surroundings with her brother and their friend Dill. But her aunt Alexandra is concerned about Scout being raised by a single father and tries to make her fit the mold of a young Southern lady who wears dresses and hosts tea parties. 

			Traditional gender roles are also challenged in passing by Francis, Scout’s cousin who wants to learn how to cook. Scout thinks this is pretty funny, as she cannot imagine a boy in an apron.

			Good and evil: The archetypical theme is represented by the character of Bob Ewell, Mr. Cunningham, and the lynch mob, as well as in the coldhearted town-wide ostracizing of a white man who has a Negro wife and half-breed children. Atticus, in his quest for trust and justice, represents goodness.

			Mockingbird: Symbolizing innocence and the fragile nature of good against evil, Boo Radley and Tom Robinson are like docile songbirds that possess pure souls and are neither destructive nor harmful. At the end of the novel, the symbolism is further illustrated with the sheriff’s decision not to subject Boo to a public display. Scout understands this well, noting that exposing Boo to cruel town scrutiny would be “sort of like shootin’ a mockingbird.”

			Oak tree: An iconic motif of life and giving, the oak tree’s knot-hole offers trinkets and shiny objects, as well as wonderment and childhood delight. When the knot-hole is finally cemented over, it puts an end to the tree’s gift-giving powers, and in so doing, symbolically marks the transition from childhood innocence to the stark realities of adulthood.

			Rabid dog: The mad dog embodies the town of Maycomb’s racism. The act of Atticus taking a gun and shooting dead the rabid dog with the human name Tim Johnson, represents Atticus’s belief in standing up for what’s right. If the crazed animal—bigotry—were allowed to run rampant, it would continue to infect society. Note also that the town stray is described as a “bird dog.” By eliminating an animal used in bird hunting, the innocent—the “mockingbirds”—are protected.

			Tolerance and understanding: A common thread running through the story is Atticus’s lesson about seeing life from another’s point of view. Scout learns to be gracious as her impoverished friend, Walter Cunningham, displays odd table manners. Jem receives a lesson in courage when his sickly, elderly neighbor, Mrs. Dubose, uses him to read to her as a distraction to kick a morphine habit.

			When Boo comes to Scout and Jem’s rescue, Scout realizes that she has misjudged the timid man. These experiences prove to be transformative.

		

	
		
			Author’s Style

			This classic coming-of-age story is told entirely in retrospect. Narrated in a child’s voice, but from an adult’s perspective, the story takes place in the fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama, in the 1930s. The author paints a luminous picture of small-town life as seen through the innocent and refreshingly honest point of view of the protagonist, Scout. Many suggest that To Kill a Mockingbird is semiautobiographical, in that the author, Harper Lee, was a tomboy while growing up in Monroeville, Alabama—a town similar to Maycomb. The character of Dill was based on her lifelong friend Truman Capote, and Harper Lee’s father was a lawyer.

			The writing is arguably part of the Southern Gothic canon, with its damaged characters (Boo), borderline mystical elements (the mysterious trinkets in the knot-hole, the true nature of Boo Radley), and violence.

			In the twenty-first century, it stands as a striking and honest commentary on the hypocrisy and narrow-mindedness of American society in the segregated South.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view … until you climb inside of his skin and walk around in it.”

			Atticus imparts this essential wisdom to Scout: One should not judge another person without a true understanding of what it’s like to be them and to live their life. Young Scout struggles to understand this lesson, and does try to put it into practice throughout the novel. Eventually, she’s able to find sympathy and compassion for Boo Radley, just like Jem is able to find the same for Mrs. Dubose.

			“As you grow older, you’ll see white men cheat black men every day of your life, but let me tell you something and don’t you forget it—whenever a white man does that to a black man, no matter who he is, how rich he is, or how fine a family he comes from, that white man is trash.”

			Atticus reminds his children that a racist and bigoted person is a bad person, regardless of his or her own race, class, reputation, or social standing. Not only does this quote convey one of the major themes of the book—the evil of racism—but it also reminds readers that the novel was written in the 1950s, during the height of the civil rights movement, not in the 1930s when it takes place.

			“There are just some kind of men who—who’re so busy worrying about the next world they’ve never learned to live in this one, and you can look down the street and see the results.”

			Here Miss Maudie is talking about Nathan Radley and the other Baptists. She explains that some people are more worried about religion and its many rules that they forget to care about the people around them, which can lead to all the problems we see right in our own neighborhoods. Though able to cite scripture, Maudie’s interpretation of faith is more organic; she is able to see God in nature.

			“Atticus told me to delete the adjectives and I’d have the facts.”

			It is no surprise that a lawyer would be trained to hone in on the facts of any case, and so Atticus offers this counsel to Scout. He is always encouraging them to use their own intellect to form their opinions. This is also a great example of Atticus’s humor and wit.

			“Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win.”

			Atticus knows that he will not be able to win Tom Robinson’s trial, but that it’s important to fight anyway because it’s the right thing to do. Justice and truth are always worth standing up for, and maintaining one’s integrity in the face of opposition is one of Atticus’s many notable qualities.

			“Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy.… They don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out for us. That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

			These words describe one of the key metaphors in the book and are the source of its title. Good people (mockingbirds) can be easily destroyed by evil, which, according to Atticus, is the only “sin”. Though there are other kinds of birds—those who hunt and steal, mockingbirds are known for the sweetness of their voices; their songs adding to the beauty of nature in the world.

			Boo Radley is an example of a mockingbird: Though damaged by his abusive father, he was a kind soul who left presents for Jem and Scout, covered Scout with a blanket during the fire, and saved the children from Bob Ewell. Tom Robinson is also a mockingbird. The racism of the South destroyed a man that was only trying to help a sad and lonely woman.

			“The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”

			In the United States, many decisions are made by the majority, whether voting for political leaders or sitting on a jury and deciding if a defendant is innocent or guilty. The majority of people in Maycomb believe that Tom Robinson is guilty, even before hearing the evidence. But it is important that individuals are not swayed by popular opinion. Atticus believes that Tom Robinson is innocent and it’s his duty to fight for the truth, Tom’s freedom, and his reputation.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					In 1964, Harper Lee gave a radio interview to Roy Newquist of WQXR. It’s believed to be the only known recording of her discussing To Kill a Mockingbird. 

					The character of Dill was loosely
					based on Harper Lee’s real-life childhood friend Truman Capote. 

					The town of Maycomb, Alabama, was a fictional representation of Harper Lee’s hometown of Monroeville, Alabama.

					The Gray Ghost, a children’s adventure series popular in the 1930s, was one of the Finch children’s favorites. Its theme could be tied to the book’s character, Boo Radley. In the final chapter, Atticus picks up a copy of The Gray Ghost and reads it until his son, Jem, awakes from a traumatic injury.

					The Finch family was named for Harper Lee’s mother (née Finch).

					Harper Lee’s companion novel,
						Go Set a Watchman, set
					twenty years after To Kill a
						Mockingbird, was published in 2015. It was somewhat controversial,
					due to the timing of the release (Harper Lee was living in an assisted living
					facility) and the presentation of Atticus Finch (with racist views). 

					The film version of To Kill a Mockingbird (1962) exceeded box office expectations and won three Academy Awards, including Best Actor for Gregory Peck. It lost the Best Picture Academy Award to Lawrence of Arabia.

					Besides The Gray Ghost, Lee mentions several other classic literary titles in the novel. Among them are Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories, and Merlin.

					The first draft of To Kill a Mockingbird was submitted but initially rejected. Lee continued to revise and edit it for nearly three years before it was published in 1960 to great accolades.

					Though considered to be a national treasure, To Kill a Mockingbird often appears on lists of books that are banned or challenged by schools and communities due to racial content and excessive profanity.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Scrip stamps: Paper money of small amounts issued by the government for temporary use. It was particularly used during the Great Depression.

			Too many snakes in the closet: Southern slang for when someone goes through withdrawal from alcohol.

			Frog-sticking: The way of hunting frogs with a pitchfork.

			Kudzu: A climbing vine that grows rapidly. In the South, it is nicknamed “the vine that ate the South.”

			Uncle Natchell: Uncle Natchell was a cartoon figure used in advertising for a popular fertilizer company called Natural Chilean Nitrate of Soda; he was not real, contrary to the belief of one of Scout’s classmates.

			Nome: Southern dialectic combined and shortened form of “No, ma’am.” “Yes, ma’am” can be shortened to “yessum” and “yes’m.” In the 1930s, children were raised to be very polite, especially to their elders. Scout and Jem even call their own father “sir.”

			Touchous: A regional Southern term referring to someone who is overly sensitive. In To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus is touchous about Jem and Scout’s treatment of and fascination with Boo Radley.

			Shinny: A slang term for liquor (from “moonshine”), usually whiskey or bourbon. In the book, Miss Maudie Atkinson gives Aunt Alexandra a Lane cake “loaded with shinny” as a welcome gift. 

			Crackling bread: A popular type of cornbread in the southern region of the United States, where cracklings, or fried pig rinds, are cooked into bread. Crackling bread is Scout’s favorite food.

			Tenterhooks: An idiom that refers to something that holds one in suspense.

			Catawba worms: Caterpillars highly prized by fishermen in the Southern United States.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction

					Guinness Book of World Records’ Top-Selling Novel of All Time

			

			“A first novel of such rare excellence that it will no doubt make a great many readers slow down to relish more fully its simple distinction…. A novel of strong contemporary significance.” —Chicago Tribune

			“Not only is it a beautifully crafted masterpiece, it’s a timeless story where every word makes you feel something. If you are a human being with emotions, this book will impact you, regardless of age, gender or background.” —The Guardian

			“Author Lee, 34, an Alabaman, has written her first novel with all of the tactile brilliance and none of the preciosity generally supposed to be standard swamp-warfare issue for Southern writers. The novel is an account of an awakening to good and evil.” —Time

			“Harper Lee has wisely and effectively employed the piercing accuracy of a child’s unalloyed vision of the adult world, to display the workings of a tragedy-laden region that little understands itself—or rarely seeks to.” —San Francisco Chronicle

		

	
		
			About Harper Lee

			Born in 1926, Nelle Harper Lee grew up in the small Southern town of Monroeville, Alabama. The youngest of four children, her father was a lawyer, state legislator, and owner of the local newspaper. Her mother was a fragile figure who suffered from mental illness throughout most of her adult life.

			Dropping out of law school to pursue a career in writing, the author moved to New York City where she reunited with her childhood friend, Truman Capote. Together they worked on research for his bestselling literary true crime book, In Cold Blood.

			In 1960, To Kill a Mockingbird was published by J. B. Lippincott and quickly became a literary sensation. It earned Harper Lee a Pulitzer Prize and has sold more than 40 million copies to date.

			Uncomfortable with fame and press attention, Lee never wrote another book. She left the glare of New York City and returned to her hometown where she lived a somewhat reclusive life. In 2015, her second book, Go Set a Watchman (written prior to her penning To Kill a Mockingbird) was published by HarperCollins. She died quietly at her home in Monroeville on February 19, 2016, at the age of eighty-nine.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“5 Beloved Characters Who Shaped Our Identity.” Early Bird Books.

			“50 Years on, ‘Mockingbird’ Still Sings America’s Song.” NPR.

			“An Iconic Character Changes in Go Set a Watchman.” Early Bird Books.

			“Gregory Peck on the Power of Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.” Entertainment Weekly.

			“Harper Lee: American Masters.” PBS.

			“Harper Lee’s Novel Achievement.” Smithsonian.

			“How Newspapers Reviewed ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ in 1960.” PBS.

			“How ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ Changed Their Lives.” The New York Times.

			“Why is To Kill a Mockingbird so popular?” BBC News.

			Books

			The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

			The Color Purple by Alice Walker

			Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee

			I Am Scout: The Biography of Harper Lee by Charles J. Shields

			The Keepers of the House by Shirley Ann Grau

			The Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy

			Searching for Atticus by Jan Marino

			Scout, Atticus, and Boo: A Celebration of Fifty Years of To Kill a Mockingbird by Mary McDonagh Murphy
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