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			Context

			Victoria: crowned when only a teenager, but fated to become one of the longest-reigning monarchs in British history, one who ruled longer than Great Britain’s previous three female queens combined. She was a complex ruler with an intimate, sometimes contentious relationship with both the populace, her advisers, and her close family—determined to govern, but also to be a devoted wife and mother.

			When Victoria took the throne, Britain had a small population largely consisting of the peasant class, with limited modern technology and industrial methods. By the end of her reign, Britain had colonized large swaths of the globe, and was a modern industrial nation. Her reach, her relationship with her people, and her reforms on their behalf were unprecedented.

			Julia Baird contrasts aspects of the queen’s domestic life—her relationships with her mother, husband, and children—with the onerous tasks of her day-to-day life as the ruler of one of the world’s most powerful nations. She also explores the dynamics of that rule with the multiple prime ministers who served under Victoria, such as Melbourne, the eminent Disraeli, and Gladstone. Placing the queen in a larger cultural context, Baird details her relationships with the disapproving Charles Dickens (whose works Victoria adored), historian and sometime chronicler Thomas Carlyle, nurse and inspiration Florence Nightingale (whose work in medicine greatly affected Victoria’s reforms), and, finally, poet and confidante Alfred, Lord Tennyson. 

			Fiery, passionate, impulsive, diligent, hard-working—the list of adjectives that can be applied to this icon of British history is long and diverse. Above all, Baird seeks to separate the real Victoria from the ubiquitous public portrayal of her as a puritanical, one-dimensional queen, which even members of her own family have sought to promote. Baird looks at letters, documents, and accounts from Victoria’s contemporaries to dissociate the real woman and monarch from the myths which have been promulgated about her—that she was a pawn of powerful men, or more interested in maternity than governance. Victoria was very human, and the dynamics between herself and the people of her time were deeply personal and complex. Her rule was singular even in the colorful annals of the British monarchy, with which the public maintains a fascination that made this book a bestseller—and its revelations about the nineteenth-century queen front-page news.

		

	
		
			Overview

			Victoria, the daughter of Edward and Victoire, Duke and Duchess of Kent, had a difficult childhood that was far from the glittering paradise one might expect for a princess fated for the crown. After her father died when she was only a few months old, her mother came to increasingly rely on her associate John Conroy, a controlling, manipulative man who sought to exercise undue power over the young princess. (Conroy, who took on the role of domineering father, was likely also her mother’s lover.) When Victoria was crowned queen upon the death of William IV (her uncle) in 1837, she immediately dismissed Conroy. She instead took Lord Melbourne, then prime minister, as adviser, with whom she maintained a strong bond: Melbourne made the young, inexperienced queen his ally, and kept her apprised of national politics and the internal mechanics of her government. 

			Shortly thereafter, the young queen married her German cousin, Albert, with whom she would have nine children. During the course of their happy, though sometimes contentious, life together, Albert was first relegated to a minor role in his adopted nation. He was determined to contribute, and took on promoting the Great Exhibition and working with PM Robert Peel on reforms to improve the lives of the nation’s working poor. For over a decade, Victoria and Albert ruled as partners.

			However, he died in 1861, possibly from complications caused by Crohn’s disease, which was, then, unrecognized. When Victoria lapsed into a protracted and bitter mourning period, the British public lost patience—until staunch friend John Brown helped her emerge and take up the reins of power again. When Brown also died, along with much of her family, including a daughter and a son, Victoria was forced to draw on her own resources. They were considerable. 

			Queen Victoria died in 1901, bringing to an end a momentous era in British culture and politics. 

		

	
		
			Summary

			Part 1

			Princess Victoria: “Poor Little Victory”

			Chapter 1

			The Birth of “Pocket Hercules”

			Politicians and courtiers milled anxiously about the house, waiting for news of the birth of a baby who would be fifth in line to the throne, the child of the Duke and Duchess of Kent. It was the morning of May 24, 1819, at 4:15, when Victoria finally arrived. Because history had proved succession in the royal family was a chancy matter, her father, Edward, the fourth son of King George, had raced his pregnant German wife home in a carriage to make sure that the baby was born on English soil—though in truth, the chances of the child taking the throne seemed remote. Still, all knew that delicate politics, as well as the dangers of childbirth and childhood illness, made it crucial that Victoria be given all the advantages possible. 

			It was a particularly disruptive time in English politics: King George III was widely assumed to be going mad. His presumptive line of heirs to the throne—from his eldest son, the Prince Regent George, through his granddaughter Charlotte, to her son—was abruptly cut off by Charlotte’s death and that of her child. When he took the throne, George IV had a “violent and toxic” relationship with his wife, whom he banned from his coronation, and may have even poisoned. That meant the heirs to the throne would be created by his brothers. However, besides Edward, all but one were unmarried, and all debauched, producing a total of fifty-six illegitimate sons and daughters. None of these could ever take the throne. A race began among the brothers to make legitimate marriages, and produce a lawful heir.

			Victoria’s father, the fourth in line, had never given in to such debauchery. Scholarly and mild, he had a happy marriage with his wife Victoire, who had nevertheless chosen to marry the penniless suitor only when his prospects improved at Charlotte’s death. However, though their daughter was robust, the chance she would become queen remained unlikely. The public was mostly uninterested in yet another heir. But the same was not true of the tight-knit royal family itself, which knew how fickle the balance of power really was. It was a sign of their interconnections that three months later, the same midwife that had managed Victoria’s birth would preside over that of Victoria’s cousin, and future husband, Albert.

			Need to Know: Victoria was only fifth in line for the throne, and the laws of primogeniture made the chance of a woman ascending remote. However, the complex and capricious nature of successful marriage and childbirth had a long history of upending royal inheritances, which made protecting her slim chance all the more important.

			Chapter 2

			The Death of a Father

			When Victoria was born, England was about to enter the Pax Brittanica, the ninety-nine years without war that lasted until World War I. Napoleon had surrendered at Waterloo and was imprisoned on Elba, where he had taken up gardening. However, her own family roiled with turmoil: Her father was soon to die, and she was surrounded by the German relatives of Victoire, a veritable foreigner on her own soil. But when her father’s death was followed by that of George III, with his newly ascended son without wife or heir, Victoria moved from fifth to third in line. 

			Meanwhile, in London and Great Britain, it was a time of hardship. Half of the population was under 21, and child labor was rampant. (Child chimney sweeps died while performing the routine service.) Children were soothed with laudanum, and infant deaths were so common, people insured their children. In London slums, thirty people could live to a room.

			Need to Know: When Victoria’s father died in 1820, shortly after her birth, followed by King George III, Victoria came under the watchful eyes of the royal family, many of whom had different agendas.

			Chapter 3

			The Lonely, Naughty Princess

			Victoria grew up “short-tempered and defiant.” She hated being told what to do—characteristics which were both to her advantage and disadvantage later in life. She threw many tantrums, but she was also an honest child who tried hard to behave herself despite her disposition. She was conscious of her position from an early age—great bishops actually crawled on the floor to play with her. But life in Kensington Palace was not comfortable, being both cold and rather dirty. And she had few friends of her own age. By 1830, her principal comfort was her governess, Baroness Lehzen—and she would come to need this friend, for the king died in 1830, leaving the throne to his brother and propelling Victoria even closer to succession, a fact which made her very unhappy. She was strong-willed and Lehzen brought her up to know her own mind—unusual at the time, when women were expected to be subservient to men. Victoria was not a beauty, although visitors spoke of her as an attractive and lively child. But she was also lonely, devastated when visitors left, and kept a menagerie of pets. She became close to her Uncle Leopold, the widower of Princess Charlotte. She needed allies, as her mother’s advisor, John Conroy, who had been her father’s replacement, was increasingly taking control, and he was not kind to Victoria. 

			Need to Know: Victoria’s mother fell under the sway of her bullying friend and adviser (possibly her lover) John Conroy, but Victoria was supported in defying him by her governess, the faithful Baroness Lehzen. When her uncle, George IV, died, and her middle-aged uncle William became king, Victoria moved closer again to the throne.

			Chapter 4

			An Impossible, Strange Madness

			With Victoria one step from the throne, Conroy and Victoire increased the pressure. While Victoria was suffering from what would become a five-week illness, they attempted to bully her into signing a document that would make Conroy private secretary once she was queen. The princess refused, even when he took her hand and tried to make her sign the document by force. Meanwhile, the liberal Whigs has swept into Parliament in 1830, and, on the third attempt, were finally able to pass voting reform that gave one million more men the right to vote, as well as abolishing slavery three decades before the United States. The power was beginning to shift to the House of Commons from the House of Lords. Meanwhile, Victoire’s relationship with King William deteriorated, a situation that would soon erupt into a public scandal and free the future queen from her mother’s grasp.

			Need to Know: William IV became king, bringing Victoria herself closer in line to the throne. The teen, now a great catch, began collecting suitors, while Conroy kept attempting to seize power. Baird speculates that he may have mistakenly believed his wife was the illegitimate daughter of Victoria’s father, which would have made him her brother-in-law. Little else explains his sense of entitlement.

			Chapter 5

			“Awful Scenes in the House”

			The king and Victoria’s mother were now effectively embroiled in a family war with one another. William hated Victoire’s grasping for power, and how she and Conroy isolated his niece, even going so far as to make her refuse his request to apply to Parliament for enough funds to establish her own household. Finally, William declared in public that he sorely hoped he did not die before Victoria turned 18, and that in such case he would leave the crown directly to Victoria, rather than allow her mother to rule as regent. When she became 18, the enormous public celebration made her aware of the public’s affection and the importance of her future role. Victoria was willing to entrust herself entirely to the current prime minister, Lord Melbourne. When the king fell ill, the situation became even more tense, with Conroy suggesting the princess be locked in her room until she capitulated. However, Victoria wrote to Leopold that, should she become queen, she “shall not fail.”

			Need to Know: Conroy’s campaign of intimidation continued apace, not helped by disagreement between the king and Victoria’s mother. Meanwhile, a happy encounter with a gypsy presaged Victoria’s lack of prejudice and determination to represent all classes of her populace.

			Part 2

			The Teenage Queen

			Chapter 6

			Becoming Queen: “I Am Very Young”

			In June 1837, William died. Courtiers rushed to Kensington Palace and woke up the princess, who shut out both her governess and her mother in order to greet them and receive the news that she was now queen. She cried, moved out of her mother’s room, had breakfast with Stockmar, Leopold’s former private secretary, whose services he had transferred to her upon her becoming queen. Melbourne drafted a statement which she read so calmly and beautifully before Parliament that she brought many of those present to tears. Both the public and the government were entranced. What the Spectator referred to as “Reginamania” swept the nation.

			Conroy was furious. Melbourne offered him an Irish peerage, which never materialized. The Duchess of Kent became increasingly shut out of her daughter’s life—probably necessarily, given her reliance on Conroy. Despite being so young, Victoria enjoyed new solitude and new power. She and Melbourne formed such a close bond that there was gossip about them becoming lovers—they almost certainly were not, but Victoria, as a young queen, depended upon him as an ally and confidant. She had lost her father, he his wife and daughter, and they relished filling familial roles for one another. Unlike her uncles and grandfather, she was a hardworking monarch. Telegraphs and railways were beginning to change the nation, while the industrial era was literally blackening the cities. There was much to do.

			Need to Know: In 1837, the king died. Victoria was now queen and, although only a teenager, she rapidly assumed the reins of power. She ruled by her own code of conduct, as when she knighted Moses Montefiore, the first Jewish subject to receive such an honor in all British history.

			Chapter 7

			The Coronation: “A Dream out of The Arabian Nights”

			In June 1838, London was getting ready for the huge celebrations surrounding the coronation. Charles Dickens wrote that the capital was “alive with men” waiting to catch a glimpse of the new queen, but Victoria herself was nervous. However, the coronation went more or less smoothly, with the queen crowned in Westminster Abbey. She and the peerage wore so many diamonds that writer Harriet Martineau, whom Victoria admired and had invited, wrote that they “shone like a rainbow.”

			Among many humorous hiccups, Melbourne, to counter stress and nerves, had taken a large dose of brandy and laudanum, while the elderly Lord Rolle fell down the steps. The queen was forced to ask how to hold the orb with the scepter. Victoria handled these mishaps with admirable aplomb. One Captain Thomas Flower tried to force his way in to propose to the queen but was apprehended: Victoria would be bedeviled by stalkers throughout her career. 

			When the queen returned, she engaged in the mundane tasks of soaking her hand in ice water to remove the tight ring that had been forced onto the wrong finger, and giving her dog a bath. Thousands of people poured into Hyde Park for the festivities and freak shows. Charles Dickens attended these, amused. There were parties across the nation and Victoria watched a giant firework illumination of herself light up the evening sky. 

			Afterwards, Melbourne, to Victoria’s annoyance, took to his bed for a week. 

			Need to Know: Victoria was crowned in 1838, ably aided by Prime Minister Lord Melbourne, on whom she quickly came to rely. The nation was transfixed and adoring, but the queen would soon fall from these heights.

			Chapter 8

			Learning to Rule

			Encouraged by Melbourne, a Whig, Victoria had embarked on a dangerous path for a ruler: taking sides, which led to much grumbling among the Tories. This was ironic, as Melbourne was actually a very poor Whig—with little interest in social reform or welfare. Nor were his private relationships smooth. His former wife, the Lady Caroline Lamb, had had a notorious affair with Lord Byron. (She coined his enduring description: he was “Mad, bad, and dangerous to know.”) Melbourne was failing Victoria as an adviser: he did not ease relationships with her mother, he didn’t develop her social conscience, and he made her too aligned to the Whig party. He encouraged her in physical discipline, but was little help with political moderation.

			Need to Know: Melbourne continued to advise the queen on political matters, taking a fatherly interest in her. However, his racy past made his close relationship with the queen reflect poorly on her, and she failed to be as politically impartial as a queen must be.

			Chapter 9

			A Scandal in the Palace

			In 1839, Victoria made her first public misstep. She mistook the symptoms of grave liver disease in her lady-in-waiting, Lady Flora Hastings, for pregnancy. She also suspected Conroy was the father. She forced Lady Hastings to submit to a grueling and humiliating test to prove her virginity, after which the family took to the press. The scandal was personal as well as political: Hastings was a Tory, and Lord Melbourne, who had encouraged Victoria, was a Whig. The uproar led to his losing his grasp on power, and the Tories took the wheel, with a new prime minister. Victoria had been “compromised” by her relationship with Melbourne. Prime Minister Robert Peel would prove far less warm with the new queen, and his first request was that she remove some of her Whig ladies-in-waiting, whose spouses were his political rivals. The disintegration of her relationship with the government, as well as the public mourning over Lady Flora’s death, “tarnished” the crown. Some people went so far as to call Victoria a murderer. The only positive note of that year was the arrival of Prince Albert in England.

			Need to Know: After the new Tory prime minister took power, Victoria forced his resignation. While she was delighted with Lord Melbourne’s return, she lost still more respect in the eyes of the public. When Lady Flora died, she and her Melbourne were hissed at in public.

			Part 3

			Albert, the Man Some Called King

			Chapter 10

			Virago in Love

			When Victoria saw her cousin Albert again, she fell in love, but their courtship was rocky. Albert was determined not to be kept waiting for years, and Victoria found the prospect of proposing to her own husband daunting, though for a queen, doing so was tantamount to a declaration, not a proposition. However, she would eventually make her way to doing so, and he would agree. Their affection for each other developed rapidly, though Victoria preferred dancing, and he, country walks. Victoria could not wait until they were “very very intimate” together. However, the choice was not particularly popular with the public. He was a foreigner, and Darwin’s theories had begun to cast an unflattering light on cousins marrying. 

			Need to Know: Victoria fell in love with her cousin, Albert, and they became engaged. However, the Tory government immediately gave him a “humiliating” income for a consort, and refused Victoria’s request to make him king. This meant she would have to reconcile being a submissive wife with being her husband’s ruler.

			Chapter 11

			The Bride: “I Never, Never Spent Such an Evening”

			Victoria grew more panicked as the wedding approached: the weather was awful and she was misdiagnosed with measles. Her anxieties were numerous: She wanted a simple wedding, not possible for a queen. She was scared of having children—a most justified fear, in that day and age. She had enjoyed two years of freedom, which now would end. Many were of the opinion he would rule. She was ugly, he was beautiful. Melbourne had alarmed her by suggesting that Albert might turn to other women. The prime minister attempted to calm her, without success, and she only relaxed when Albert returned from Germany.

			The wedding, in February, was held on a stormy day, and plagued by stalkers, to the extent that Dickens joked about it. But at last Victoria and Albert were married and drove off to Windsor for their short honeymoon. Her wedding night was a passionate affair, and the ease with which she accepted it was remarkable in an era that feared female sexuality. Scholars have speculated that Albert was gay because he seemed immune to “London beauties,” but it seems evident only that his close friendships were mostly men. Victoria approved: Albert’s own family had been shattered by infidelity, and she was pleased it would not be a problem with her own. Their problems instead would revolve around power: Victoria was to spend the equivalent of eighty months pregnant, and Albert was an able deputy.

			Need to Know: Victoria and Albert were married. She insisted “obey” remain in the vows, making it clear she would not rule over her husband as she did her subjects. Instead, in private, she frequently invoked her role as a sovereign as a reason she could not accede to his wishes.

			Chapter 12

			Only the Husband, and Not the Master

			Four months later, an unemployed potboy, Edward Oxford, attempted to assassinate Victoria in a public park. Though she insisted on continuing the journey, to great public support, she returned home shaken. Authorities first suspected it was a Hanoverian plot, but Oxford soon confessed he simply did not think England should be ruled by a woman. It taught Victoria an important lesson, though: A public show of strength was important, and she continued to appear in her open carriage as the emblem of her country. 

			Albert, however, took the threat far more seriously: At the time of Oxford’s attempt, Victoria was four months pregnant. Her cousin Charlotte’s death had given her a morbid fear of childbirth and its aftermath—one justified by maternal health rates at the time. However, she was most dismayed by the thought that her private time with Albert would almost immediately be interrupted. 

			For his own part, Albert found the court dull and the company boring. However, what he truly disliked was Victoria’s ascendancy at the same time he lost his power. He wished to be her equal, while Victoria was intent on keeping her political power separate from his private power in their household. But Albert felt women should not rule alone, and in this view he found plenty of support. Victoria wanted to love and obey, but she also wanted to do her job. She continued to see her ministers alone, to the extent that they began to feel sorry for Albert. Only Baroness Lehzen supported Victoria in her desire to keep her own rule, and felt Albert should be relegated to a role closer to her own—adviser and companion. 

			Throughout her pregnancy, Victoria continued hard at work on the “Eastern Question”—the decline of the Ottoman Empire—which consumed all of Europe and much of North Africa. She gave birth three weeks early. Selective publications, after her death, on the subject of Victoria’s feelings for children gave the impression she disliked them, but in fact she was a doting mother. This did not mean, however, that she and Albert were not disappointed their first child, Victoria, was a daughter. It also did not mean that she was not enraged to find herself pregnant three months after giving birth.

			Need to Know: When the prospect of her death, either by assassination or in labor, began to make itself evident, Parliament ruled that in the event of Victoria’s death, Albert would serve as sole regent. It was a decision he relished, and he used her next pregnancy as the opportunity to become de facto ruler.

			Chapter 13

			The Palace Intruders

			Late in 1840, a teenager was found under a couch in the queen’s Buckingham Palace sitting room. His name was Edward Jones. He had “only come to see the queen,” he said, and was sentenced to three months’ hard labor. It was clear to all that security at the palace was poor. Albert used this as an excuse to overhaul the systems at the palace, establish a routine for Victoria herself, and sort out waste and expenditure. The palace was in fact foul: the drains smelled, and there were frequent infestations of rats. The staff were rude and incompetent, bordering on corrupt. Albert slashed salaries and established a moral code for palace staff.

			The government was also looking at changes: Melbourne was on his way out. He wanted to go, as he was not well, but Victoria was glum: She didn’t want to lose him, or to work with Robert Peel. When he left, she wept. Peel was not popular, but he was a reformer, and he got on very well with Albert. 

			In addition to losing Melbourne, Victoria was pregnant again. Albert turned his sights on Baroness Lehzen. He took the opportunity when, in 1841, Victoria gave birth to their first son and was shortly afterwards obliged to nurse Vicky through an illness. Albert blamed Lehzen, and he and Victoria fought. Albert fired Lehzen and lied to Victoria, telling her that the Baroness wanted to return to Germany. Lehzen did go, however, with dignity, and without making difficulties. Taking over Lehzen’s former role as private secretary, Albert was now able to turn his attention to the work of ruling: housing, art, music, and architecture. But he also made sure that their Christmas that year was a happy one. 

			Need to Know: The birth of his second child with Victoria, a son, meant that the politically-adroit Albert was able to gain still more power. 

			Chapter 14

			King to All Intents: “Like a Vulture into His Prey”

			January 1846: the winter was appalling, and the streets of London were filled with frozen corpses of those abandoned for want of graveyards. Albert, who missed the clean air of his country, was obliged to wear long johns to bed. In Parliament, his zealous advocacy of Peel once again made the monarchy seem too partisan. Peel was able to pass many successful reforms, but England’s response to the potato famine, directed by Victoria, was insufficient, leading to great starvation, death, and suffering. The coal industry at home was cruelly exploiting child laborers, and rape of the female workers was rampant. In this case, a series of measures passed by Parliament improved worker conditions radically. However, in the midst of reforms, the palace held a glittering ball to support underpaid silk weavers, and the opulence was a cruel contrast to the workers underground. The Northern Star compared Victoria to Nero, fiddling while Rome burned.

			Not all was well in the palace, either. Victoria felt that Albert, as a German, was not properly accepted, and her uncles jostled for position in front of him—sometimes literally. In 1844, Albert’s father died, which distressed him but also made him resolved to devote himself entirely to his adopted country. However, their domestic life was, in the main, happy: Victoria had given birth to her third child, Alice, in 1843, followed by another son, Albert, in 1844. Albert himself was continually engaged in public works—and in 1844, for the first time, they travelled by train. Victoria loved it; Albert was not so keen. 

			In 1846, Victoria had her fifth child and Peel was removed from his position, to be replaced by the Whigs. Victoria had grown fond of him and was sorry to see him go. However, she and her husband were now 30, and prepared to work together.

			Need to Know: Victoria had four more children in rapid succession. Albert worked hard with Peel to improve conditions across the country, picking up the slack of administration while his wife was child-rearing. For all intents and purposes, he was king.

			Chapter 15

			Perfect, Awful, Spotless Prosperity

			In 1844, Victoria met one of the exhibits of the showman Barnum: the little man nicknamed Tom Thumb. She became consumed with what, at the time, were called “curiosities,” part of her enduring attraction to the vulnerable and unique. This was a happy time for her, when she and Albert could escape to the Highlands or the Isle of Wight. They made their first visit to Balmoral and Victoria befriended many of the local women. Although she was happy, she was increasingly conscious of the injustices that women had to go through: constant childbirth being one of them. She hated breastfeeding, which she considered vulgar and unpleasant. Albert was a helpful husband—atypical in his era—but he could not take on the actual work of child bearing. However, the example set by the royal family made Victoria very popular: She was regarded as a good example to her people. 

			Need to Know: Despite Albert’s staunch support of her role as a mother, Victoria was becoming increasingly conscious of the injustices that women were obligated to endure. While they remained firmly on the throne, across Europe, monarchs were being deposed, and The Communist Manifesto was released.

			Chapter 16

			Annus Mirabilis: The Revolutionary Year 

			When Louis Philippe was obliged to step down from the throne of France, he fled to England. Victoria welcomed him, but disapproved of his actions, nonetheless: She thought he ought to have stayed and fought, and she thought the same of his fellow deposed rulers. Revolution was spreading throughout Europe in 1848, sometimes bloody and violent, as the middle and working classes began to revolt over the appalling work and living conditions. Victoria was horrified, unsurprisingly, but democracy and socialism were gaining power over the rich and royal, and the trend would not reverse. The opinion that hierarchy was divine was firmly out of vogue.

			In England, the Chartist movement was gaining strength, though revolution would never take hold in England. It was in Ireland that tensions boiled over, and Victoria and Albert disagreed over foreign policy, as they did with the extraordinarily popular Prime Minister Robert Palmerston, who favored rebels and secretly contravened her. 

			In 1850, Peel died, after a fall from his horse. Albert was devastated and a series of deaths among family and friends did not help. 

			Need to Know: Revolution was spreading across Europe, making Victoria uneasy: the Chartist movement in England was gaining strength and promoting anti-monarchy sentiment. Her inability to stem the deaths of Ireland’s famine gave her the name “the Famine Queen,” but she cannot be held solely responsible for what some now consider genocide. 

			Chapter 17

			What Albert Did: The Great Exhibition of 1851

			The Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace in 1851 was Albert’s finest moment. It was an exceptional event, attended by six million people, that showcased the glories of the British Empire, including diamond-encrusted socks, sperm whale teeth, a Colt revolver, a suitcase bed, and a vacuum-sealed coffin. Six million people visited over five months, and it would have taken twenty working days to see the whole thing. Critics’ fears that crime would increase and the building collapse turned out to be unjustified. In Victoria, the Exhibition awakened a knowledge of what science was capable of achieving. (She was particularly intrigued by the cotton-cleaning machine.) Dickens, however, remained critical considering it a chaotic project, inappropriate at a time when so many lived in poverty and squalor. 

			Dickens was not alone. Reformers were everywhere, such as Florence Nightingale, who revolutionized nursing during the Crimean War. Like Victoria, she felt the tension between being a traditional wife and mother, and a force in culture and society. 

			Yet another sign of modernity: When, in 1853, Victoria gave birth to Leopold, she took chloroform for the first time. Though doctors were critical of the practice, fearing it would sexually arouse women, Victoria’s support meant that many thankful mothers-to-be followed suit: one nicknamed her daughter Anesthesia.

			Need to Know: In 1851, Albert’s hard work paid off in the form of the Great Exhibition, a magnificent display of advances in the sciences and other disciplines. But reform was brewing in women’s role in society, and in the lot of the poor and the laborers.

			Chapter 18

			The Crimea: “This Unsatisfactory War”

			In 1854, Victoria saw off the troops that were heading out to the Crimea. It was a war she and Albert did not want, one mainly held to secure British supply lines to India, and pushed by Prime Minister Lord Aberdeen. She hoped it would be short, but it was also grim, inefficient, and disease-ridden. The lack of preparation was astounding. Florence Nightingale, whose role in treating soldiers during the conflict was historic, believed along with many others that far too many of the deaths were avoidable. Victoria was stymied by lack of knowledge: most of what was reported to her was propaganda. Albert campaigned for more troops to be sent, but was the subject of a great deal of xenophobia himself: false rumors were spread that he had been charged with treason.

			By this time, Victoria’s eldest, Vicky, was old enough to be courted. She became engaged to the son of the emperor of Prussia. The queen’s distress at losing her daughter brought an end to her lengthy estrangement from Victoire. Conroy was long dead, and they were able to reconcile. 

			Need to Know: Victoria’s active role in the Crimean War made evident her empathy and her lack of political power. As her admiration for Albert, who had little interest in the intellect of women, grew, her own self-esteem faltered. Florence Nightingale, upon meeting both, found Victoria stupid and Albert intelligent but capable of grave mistakes. She eventually greatly revised her opinion on the first. 

			Chapter 19

			Royal Parents and the Dragon of Dissatisfaction

			By the mid-1850s, eighty million gallons of human waste were polluting the once-green Thames, enough to provide an industry to “mud larks,” who fished out salable materials like bolts, nails, and coal. A cholera epidemic killed thousands. In Parliament, sheets of bleach were hung to block the stench. Even Buckingham Palace stank, and Victoria’s dogs chased rats around her bedroom. When a drought created an eighteen-mile-long stretch of sewage known as the Great Stink, the fumes paralyzed the city.

			In 1857, Victoria gave birth to her ninth child, Beatrice. The doctor advised it be her last, to which Victoria replied, “Can I have no more fun in bed?” But the joy of another child was a diluted by a sudden mutiny in India—by Indians against the British, and by Muslims and Hindus against Christians. Great Britain had greatly expanded into India in an effort to bring the entire country under the nation’s control, and pushback was inevitable. Both sides committed atrocities. Victoria was appalled, but reassured her subjects in India there was “no hatred of a brown skin.” Eventually Parliament took control of the region from the East India Company. 

			In 1858, Victoria’s daughter Vicky married her Prussian prince, the first in a line of Albert’s plan to “seed” foreign courts with his offspring. Victoria missed her bitterly—they wrote every day, even as she and Albert were consumed with the prospect of war on the continent. In her letters, Victoria was characteristically blunt in her praise and criticism of her children, particularly the “dull” Bertie, heir to the throne. 

			Need to Know: While industry began to affect the health of England, resulting in a great fire that burned for two days, the appropriateness of Albert’s influence began to be questioned. Victoria had her final child, and lost her mother.

			Part 4

			The Widow of Windsor

			Chapter 20

			“There Is No One to Call Me Victoria Now”

			“Poor Bertie,” as Victoria called her first son and heir, was increasingly, in his parents’ view, a failure, lacking intellect, discipline, and the ability to command. Albert and Victoria despaired over their heir’s affair with Irish actress Nellie Clifden, which his father called “debauched.” They knew and cared little of his great popularity in the United States, which would serve him well, and began to push Denmark’s Princess Alexandra—“Alix”—as a candidate for marriage.

			Albert’s health, never good, was suffering from his numerous responsibilities and anxieties, including negotiations with the United States: He was anxious that the two countries might end up at war. After a protracted illness, during which Victoria was continually and mistakenly assured the crisis had passed, Albert died. He died at 42, surrounded by many of his children, when their daughter Beatrice was 4. (The cause of his death is still unknown, although a recent and plausible theory is that he died from Crohn’s disease, which was not yet identified as an illness.)

			The country went into mourning. Victoria was stricken, signing her letters “the brokenhearted widow.” 

			Need to Know: Before his death, Albert drafted an extraordinary memo that allowed Britain to remain neutral after the seizure of a British ship during the American Civil War. Victoria was nearly destroyed by his death, and took “happiness” out of the routine blessing of the queen during his funeral.

			Chapter 21

			“The Whole House Seems Like Pompeii”

			Victoria remained in deep mourning, but summoned poet Alfred Tennyson, whose In Memoriam had deeply affected her. They became close. Still, she was bereft. She had lost not only Albert’s emotional companionship, but also his political and administrative guidance. She declared an official mourning period of two years, preserved Albert’s belongings as they had been when he was alive, and drew the children into a grim house of mourning. 

			Albert’s death also increased her distance from Bertie, even when he married her choice, Alix of Denmark. Victoria went so far as to pray she would outlive him. Alice married a German prince, leaving the queen with another daughter in a foreign court. 

			And as she “canonized” Albert, the British public began to lose faith in the woman they now saw as only the widow of the true sovereign. They were not pleased with the prospect of Bertie becoming king, and Victoria’s increasing assertion that she had been helpless, useless, and worthless as a ruler. 

			But still, though Victoria refused to emerge from her depression, she reentered politics when Prussia became aggressive, again being more partisan than the public would like, as her son’s marriage to Denmark made it a family affair. As Baird writes, “This became Victoria’s new template: weep with the women and dictate to the men, all while cushioning herself with a dramatic, large grief.”

			Need to Know: Victoria entered a years-long period of mourning and seclusion, participating in politics only intermittently. But on a trip to the Highlands, she was thrown out of her carriage in an accident and realized it was time to reemerge. She still had work to do.

			Chapter 22

			Resuscitating the Widow of Windsor

			When a mining tragedy killed nearly two hundred men and boys, Victoria’s role as a widow became a strength, not a liability—her embrace of her “kind sister widows” made what had been an invisible role into one women could make noble. 

			There was no way for the public to learn that the grieving Victoria in fact continued to work vigorously behind the scenes, and they demanded she show herself. (The Times “officially protested” her continuing absence.) In fact, she was emotionally frail, and only began to recover with the company of a new Scots ghillie (servant), John Brown, who was strong and cheerful and devoted. Though it was an enormous drain on her resources, she opened Parliament and began to show herself in public. (Characteristically, she still walked her daughter Helena down the aisle, despite the archbishop’s admonishment.) 

			Benjamin Disraeli, the flamboyant novelist who swept into power in 1866, was uniquely able to navigate Victoria’s manner of rule: averring weakness while asserting strength. He charmed her with his pen, wielding it to provide flattery and entertainment. Her next prime minister, William Gladstone, was less flowery, but more politically effective. 

			With Victoria still far less public than she and Albert had been, the country began to question why they were supporting a feeble monarchy that nonetheless kept breeding and spending—Bertie in particular. Still, attempts to overthrow the monarchy, notably the “Fenian Brotherhood,” fizzled.

			Need to Know: As Prussia’s Otto von Bismarck muscled his way across the power vacuum of Europe, consolidating states, the foreign matches among Victoria’s children began to be a hindrance, not a help. When she was 46, the death of Victoria’s uncle Leopold sent her into another spiral of depression.

			Chapter 23

			The Queen’s Stallion

			Her kilt-wearing ghillie, John Brown, became her constant companion, and Victoria’s public appearances with him yet again bucked convention, if not actual propriety. (It is not known if they were lovers, though it is likely; she spent eighteen years in his close company.) He treated her with an unprecedented familiarity which others, particularly her children, found horrifying. Victoria thought it liberating. But the scandal of their relationship pursued her, and after her death, her children were sure to assiduously destroy all “compromising” documents. 

			Privately, Victoria was lobbying Gladstone for more military support to preserve Britain’s neutrality as Bismarck moved to acquire more power. Her daughters Vicky and Alice, inspired by Nightingale, tended to soldiers in hospitals while waiting for news of their own soldier husbands.

			Still, her relationships with her elder children and the public were fractious, particularly in the case of scandal-ridden Bertie. Ironically, it was only his prolonged illness and recovery that yet again brought the monarchy back into the public’s affections. 

			Need to Know: Victoria’s self-centeredness and seclusion strained her relationships with her family and the public, as did her close friendship with a servant, John Brown. 

			Chapter 24

			The Faery Queen Awakes

			While British ally Turkey committed barbarous acts against the rebelling Bulgarians—including brandishing fetuses on bayonets and tossing heads around marketplaces—Victoria and Disraeli dismissed the rumored atrocities. Public opinion went the other way: former Prime Minister Gladstone, as well as Thomas Carlyle, Victor Hugo, a young Oscar Wilde, and Charles Darwin applied pressure on the government to act.

			In this round, Disraeli and Victoria won. And as prime minister, Disraeli imbued the Tory party with an attention to the working man it maintains to this day, passing labor laws and public health initiatives. At Victoria’s behest, he even introduced legislation barring cruelty to animals. Politically, a newly conservative Victoria was again in the ascendant in a modernizing world, but it was also a time of great sorrow. Sickness took Victoria’s daughter Alice and several grandchildren.

			Need to Know: A conflict over how to address atrocities in Turkey carried the seeds of a longtime feud between Gladstone and Disraeli, the “Lion and the Unicorn”—with Victoria taking Disraeli’s side.

			Part 5

			Regina Imperatrix

			Chapter 25

			Enough to Kill Any Man

			In 1880, Disraeli lost the parliamentary election and the queen’s greatest fear came to pass: she was forced to summon Gladstone to Windsor so he could yet again assume the role of prime minister. Disraeli had overextended the empire at great cost to the military, and under him, economic growth had slowed. Gladstone’s campaign, in which he released fearsome oratory before crowds of thousands and urged a less interventionist foreign policy, could not be defeated. A year later, a much-reduced Disraeli died, but an energized Victoria hounded and opposed Gladstone at every opportunity.

			Women throughout society, in fact, were rising up and demanding their due. Women were subjected to enormous monitoring and humiliation, unable to own property or maintain custody of children after a divorce, subjugated, persecuted, and utterly owned. While Victoria may have fought for power, she was no suffragette, and had no sympathy for their cause. (She called women’s rights a “mad, wicked folly.”) She was, she insisted, an anomaly. Her political foe, Gladstone, was on the other end of the spectrum: he zealously fought to protect “fallen” women, particularly, critics noted, good-looking ones. 

			Need to Know: After eighteen years in service to Victoria, her companion John Brown died, followed by her hemophiliac son, Leopold. That gene would pass down through Victoria’s family to several descendants, most notably Alexis, son of Czar Nicholas and Victoria’s granddaughter Alexandra, who all lost their lives in the Russian Revolution. 

			Chapter 26

			“Two Ironclads Colliding”: The Queen and Mr. Gladstone

			Victoria’s dislike of Gladstone had hardened into detesting him. They clashed over military abroad—Victoria was always in favor of supporting the military, while Gladstone pushed for less intervention, and called attention to abuses by the English forces. Their most notable clash was over Ireland’s Home Rule, which Gladstone supported and Victoria vehemently opposed. Gladstone’s failure to pass legislation granting Ireland the right to rule itself would haunt England into the next century, and destroy his own political career.

			At home, Victoria and her youngest, Beatrice, were not speaking. Beatrice had fallen in love with Prince Henry of Battenberg. In that era, it was not uncommon for the youngest to devote their lives to taking care of their elderly parents (as indeed a widowed Beatrice did later, destroying and censoring reams of Victoria’s papers). Victoria agreed to the match on the condition that the couple remain with her. 

			Need to Know: While Victoria cultivated the role of a motherly, apolitical monarch, this period comprised perhaps her most canny and energetic intervention into her government, including working to undermine Gladstone as prime minister and overturn his many reelections. Their battle for primacy would only cease at his retirement.

			Chapter 27

			The Monarch in a Bonnet

			When, in 1887, the queen had her Golden Jubilee, the celebrations were unprecedented and enormous. She wore a diamond-beaded bonnet rather than a crown, emblematic of her eschewing of (most) of the public trappings of royalty. Soon they were showing up in garden parties across the nation. 

			In Prussia, Vicky’s husband, Fritz, was dying. His loss proved to be immense. While he was a progressive, his son Wilhelm II, the last of the kaisers, was an anti-Semite, a jingoistic militarist who embraced Bismarck. His ineffective rule would prove indirectly responsible for WWI, in which he would fight against his English cousins. In one of her last shows of royal power, Victoria traveled to Prussia to subdue Bismarck and protect the interests of her daughter Vicky, who was deeply unpopular. 

			At the same time, she had employed the services of an Indian servant, her “Munshi,” whose promotion in the household from clerk to royal peer would lead to an internal revolt. 

			Need to Know: After decades of wrangling, Victoria dismissed a retiring Gladstone as if she were “settling a tradesman’s bill.”

			Chapter 28

			The “Poor Munshi”

			The Munshi was aggravating the household, but Victoria herself had roared back to life in her seventies, once again taking part in household entertainments—particularly tableaux vivants. Her continuing support of her Munshi over the objections of all also revealed an internal progressiveness. She staunchly defended him against all his slights, most of which she perceived as ordinary racism. (Unfortunately, her personal lack of prejudice did not extend to empathy for her subjects abroad—millions of Africans and Indians perished under her reign.) Finally, Munshi was ousted—he had been passing on confidential papers to a friend at the Muslim Patriotic League.

			Need to Know: Though Victoria was almost certainly fiscally taken advantage of by Munshi, her family and household also failed to recognize how the frail queen personally benefited from the attentions of her devoted servant. 

			Chapter 29

			The Diamond Empire

			In 1897, four years before her death, Victoria had become a figure of global import, her figure worshiped abroad and adored at home, almost a mystical power in the eyes of the world. At the time of her Diamond Jubilee, the world had been “transformed” by technology, yet the wealth of the palace was reflected by a bloody campaign of colonization that had killed millions. While suffrage was on the cusp of transforming the lives of white women, countless other women caught up in Britain’s colonization around the world suffered unimaginable crimes. While she was heralded during her Diamond Jubilee, the discovery of diamonds in what is now known as South Africa was the source of the bloody Boer wars, in which the English military’s behavior forever tarnished its reputation. Victoria gave it unquestioning support.

			It would be the last of the “imperialist, expansionist wars,” and the last great political battle of Victoria’s reign. The queen weakened. Surrounded by her family, she died. It was not the end of an era. It was the end of an era she had defined.

			Need to Know: The Boer wars were Victoria’s last battle. Up to her death, she remained vigorously involved with the actions of Great Britain, which by this point had colonized one-quarter of the inhabitable world.

			Chapter 30

			The End of the Victorian Age: “The Streets Were Indeed a Strange Sight”

			The country was plunged into mourning. People wept openly in the streets and spoke in whispers. England was described as “motherless.” 

			Victoria had left detailed instructions as to what she wanted in her coffin, and what kind of funeral. She wore rings from Albert, and Brown’s mother’s wedding ring, which he had given to her. She wanted a white funeral, no black except for mourning: Tennyson had given her the idea that death should be associated with light, not darkness. 

			Need to Know: Perhaps Victoria’s most lasting effect was on women. Despite her dislike of suffrage, the queen who reigned for six decades was the consummate example of a woman in power, one who also had a husband and a family.

		

	
		
			Timeline

			1819: The future Queen of England, Victoria, is born. At the time, her chances of ruling are slim—she is fifth in line for the throne. 

			1820: Victoria’s father, the Duke of Kent, dies unexpectedly. It is the beginning of a mournful, lonely childhood, with a de facto, cruel stepfather in the person of John Conroy, her mother’s associate. 

			1838: At 18, her uncle dies, and Victoria becomes queen—Britain’s youngest sovereign to rule without a regency. She is immediately beloved by her public and her government.

			1840: Victoria marries her cousin, Albert, who will prove to be a stalwart ally but also the source of internal and external conflict, as Victoria balances her desire to be a submissive wife with her duty to rule.

			1840–1857: Shortly after their marriage, the couple’s first child, Victoria, is born. She will be followed by four siblings in five years, then another four, until Victoria finally ceases bearing children at her doctor’s advice.

			1851: The Great Exhibition, Albert’s first major political triumph, opens to the public. It is an enormous display of marvels of the modern world, and it is tremendously popular. 

			1857: Albert is given the title of Prince Consort.

			1861: Albert dies. Victoria is inconsolable and goes into mourning for nearly seven years, during which time the British public becomes increasingly disenchanted with the monarchy.

			1877: During a golden time with her political ally, the colorful PM Benjamin Disraeli, Victoria is made Empress of India at his behest.

			1887: Golden Jubilee.

			1897: Diamond Jubilee.

			1901: Victoria dies at 81. She served for six decades and ruled over one-quarter of the inhabitable world. From the time of her birth until her death, she witnessed the creation of the modern era, and peopled the courts of Europe with her offspring and their descendants.

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			Prince Albert: Victoria’s husband, the Prince Consort, an energetic ally who ruled alongside Victoria for much of their marriage—not without objection.

			Albert (Bertie): The queen’s eldest son and heir. He was a disappointment to his parents, who found him dull and stupid compared to his clever elder sister, Vicky.

			Alice: The third child of Victoria and Albert.

			Alfred: The fourth child of Victoria and Albert.

			Alfred, Lord Tennyson: The famous poet, who met and corresponded with Victoria after Albert’s death.

			Arthur: The seventh child of Victoria and Albert.

			Beatrice: The ninth, and youngest, child of Victoria and Albert.

			John Brown: Victoria’s Scottish ghillie; her closest friend after the death of Albert and rumored to be her husband or lover.

			John Conroy: Adviser and possibly lover of Victoria’s mother; tormented Victoria throughout her childhood and adolescence, bullying her in a failed attempt to maintain his power once she took the throne.

			Charles Dickens: The famous author and commentator on affairs of the time. 

			Benjamin Disraeli: British politician and prime minister, a novelist of Jewish descent with whom Victoria shared a close relationship.

			Edward, the Duke of Kent: Victoria’s father. Though Victoria ever ascending the throne was unlikely, he was alive to the possibility. 

			Edward Oxford: A young man from Birmingham who was the first to attempt to assassinate Victoria. After that, she made sure to show herself yet more in public. 

			George IV: Victoria’s uncle and King of England before William, 1820–30. He was debauched and indolent, and not beloved by the people.

			Lady Flora Hastings: A young lady-in-waiting to Victoria’s mother, and later, Victoria. Victoria accused her of being pregnant when she was merely ill, and her persecution of the noblewoman was the first great scandal and misstep of Victoria’s reign.

			Helena: The fifth child of Victoria and Albert.

			Hafiz Karim: Victoria’s secretary during the final years of her reign, much disliked by her family and household.

			Lehzen, Baroness: Victoria’s German governess, and her friend and supporter during her early years. She was eventually ousted from Victoria’s side by Albert.

			Leopold I of Belgium: Victoria’s uncle and close adviser, as well as the father of Leopold II, who colonized what is now the Congo, and in a violent and bloody struggle.

			Leopold: The eighth child of Victoria and Albert.

			Louise: The sixth child of Victoria and Albert.

			Lord Melbourne: British politician and Victoria’s first prime minister. Victoria later became embarrassed by the naked affection of their correspondence.

			Florence Nightingale: Nurse and campaigner for improved medical treatment of the military. She met Victoria and Albert on a number of occasions. 

			Lord Palmerston: British politician and foreign secretary with whom Victoria did not get along.

			Robert Peel: British politician and prime minister, a reformer who worked closely with Prince Albert.

			Lord Rosebery: British politician and prime minister, 1894–95.

			W. T. Stead: A newspaper editor whose work focused on child prostitution as well as other criminal vices. He later died on the Titanic. 

			Queen Victoria: The reigning monarch of Britain from 1838–1901.

			Victoria (Vicky): The queen’s eldest child, who married the man who would become Kaiser of Prussia. Much disliked, she gave birth to Kaiser Wilhelm II.

			Marie Louise Victoire, the Duchess of Kent: Victoria’s mother, who, along with John Conroy, bullied and plagued Victoria throughout her childhood.

			Wilhem II: The Kaiser of Germany and Victoria’s grandson, the child of her daughter Vicky.

			William IV: King of England, 1830–37. Victoria assumed the throne after his death. He took the throne in his middle age and was a largely ineffective politician.

		

	
		
			Direct Quotes and Analysis

			“Victoria was acutely conscious of her flaws. Her dress was considered gauche, she was always fatter than she would have liked, and she surrounded herself with beauty out of a desire to compensate for her own lack of it. But she loved fiercely, was kind and truthful, had a keen sense of justice, despised racial and religious prejudice, and formed attachments to her servants that were so strong they were considered peculiar and even suspect. She also survived eight assassination attempts.” 

			An assessment of Victoria in her early days—qualities which she would continue to exhibit throughout her reign. Baird’s stated aim in writing this book is to draw a picture of Victoria as she really was, rather than as a staid, puritanical British icon, and she seeks here to describe the young queen as accurately as possible. 

			“He was a composite of opposites that his daughter would later reflect: gentle and tough, empathic and needy, severe when crossed and tender when loved.”

			On Victoria’s father, Edward, whom Victoria resembled, although he died too early in her life for her to know him properly. Victoria really felt sympathy for people, although she needed to be introduced to their problems first-hand—for instance, she needed to see conditions in hospitals and poverty-stricken areas before she could really relate to them. 

			“When Victoria was born, food was cooked in open fireplaces, horses carried messages, half of the population was illiterate, and a narrow band of property owners were the only ones with political power. By the end of her life in 1901, people traveled by subway, telegraphs shot messages across oceans, education was compulsory, and women had some basic rights.”

			This compares the state of the nation at the beginning of Victoria’s reign with that at the end of it—Britain became increasingly industrialized during her rule. This quote seeks to show how greatly her kingdom changed during this period, becoming the modern nation that it is today. Political, social, and scientific changes took place across the board, in many instances prompted by the work of Prince Albert. 

			“Albert was determined to usher in a new era: one of a noble, unpartisan, unbiased monarchy.”

			Albert believed that Victoria was too partisan to particular politicians and prime ministers, and thus too affiliated with the Whigs. This was to change over the course of her reign, as a result of his political work. 

			“It would take decades for Victoria to stop pretending that being a good woman required eschewing power.”

			This is a comment on the tension between Victoria’s role as a good Christian wife and her desire to rule properly as queen. She really felt that she needed to take a subordinate place to Albert, it being a woman’s natural place, and yet she was reluctant to relinquish the reigns of power—a power which was, after all, her own and not his, since she was the crowned monarch.

			“I thought he was the cleverest man in England. But when I sat next to Disraeli I thought I was the cleverest woman.”

			A woman of the time comparing Gladstone to Disraeli—the latter understood, and was popular with, women. Disraeli got on very well with Victoria as he could talk easily to her and was charming, whereas, as we shall see, Gladstone did not possess this ability. 

			“The Queen alone is enough to kill any man.”

			Gladstone commenting on Victoria: the two did not get on with each other, to the extent that Gladstone was puzzled and distressed by her dislike of him. Being charming to the queen was the way to her heart and Gladstone was too serious to be successful at this.

			“Those encircling her bedside knew of her faults: her capriciousness, her temper, her domineering way with her children, her sharp eye, her tendency to self-pity, her unchecked selfishness, her conviction that she was always right. But they also knew of her kindness, her loyalty, her humor, her devotion to her work, her faith, her lack of pretension or prejudice, and her resilience.”

			A summary of Victoria’s many contradictory qualities over the course of her long life. A complex woman, she was often paradoxical, with many faults—which she herself acknowledged—but also many virtues.

		

	
		
			Trivia

			
					Victoria’s first name was actually “Alexandrina” and she was called “Drina” for the first few years of her life. 

					Victoria was fluent in several languages: French, Italian, and Latin, as well as English and German. She also learned a few words of Hindustani.

					It is believed that the queen was a carrier of hemophilia. 

					Victoria and Albert’s wedding cake was nine feet around, weighed three hundred pounds and was fourteen inches high.

					Prince Albert introduced the custom of the Christmas tree to the United Kingdom. 

					The traditional black band on a Panama hat was added in mourning for Prince Albert after he died. It has been retained ever since.

					Albert is the only British consort to have had a memorial (Albert Memorial) and a public building (Royal Albert Hall) dedicated to his name.

					The London police force was created during the Victorian period by Sir Robert Peel (hence the nickname “bobbies”).

					Some of the most famous Victorian inventions were the telephone, radio, camera, postage stamp, train, vacuum cleaner, and sewing machine.

					In the Victorian era, if a single man called a single woman by her first name, it implied engagement.

			

		

	
		
			What’s That Word?

			Balmoral: A Scottish castle belonging to the royal family.

			Crimea: A peninsula in Ukraine.

			Munshi: The official title of the queen’s Indian servant, Karim; it means “secretary.”

			Ghillie: A Scots servant; someone who assists on hunting and fishing expeditions.

			Kaiser: The title of the German emperor.

			Khartoum: The capital of the Sudan.

			Potboy: Someone who helps out in an alehouse.

			Osborne House: Victoria’s residence on the Isle of Wight.

			Prince Consort: The title of the husband of the reigning monarch.

			Raj: The rule by the British in India in the Victorian era and beyond. 

			Rotten Borough: A voting area which has become uninhabited but which still has representation in Parliament.

		

	
		
			Critical Response

			
					Longlisted for the 2017 Stella Prize

			

			“A stunning achievement … Neither sanitized nor mythologizing, Victoria: The Queen is a remarkably lucid, endlessly engaging account of Queen Victoria’s life and rule.” —Amanda Foreman

			“Julia Baird’s exquisitely wrought and meticulously researched biography brushes the dusty myth off this extraordinary monarch. Right out of the gate, the book thrums with authority as Baird builds her portrayal of Victoria. Overturning stereotypes, she rips this queen down to the studs and creates her anew.… Baird writes in the round. She constructs a dynamic historical figure, then spins out a spherical world of elegant reference, anchoring the narrative in specific detail and pinning down complex swaths of history that, in less capable hands, would simply blow away.” —The New York Times

			“‘Read no history: nothing but biography, for that is life without theory.’ So said Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli. He would have loved this big, blowsy bio of his sovereign. Queen Victoria was a lusty wife, a doting mother and ‘a clever and forceful’ politician. Baird excavates Victoria the woman from beneath the ice-sheets of past and present myth.” —Sunday Express

			“Vividly written … It captures its subject with verve.” —Daisy Goodwin, Sunday Times

			“Julia Baird vividly captures her in every light, at once bold and sentimental, stubborn and deferential. Victoria: The Queen is a crisp, sparkling account of the extraordinary woman whose reign was as long as her legacy is vast.” —Stacy Schiff

			“[Baird’s] portrayal of the ways in which Albert’s brilliance and industry reinforced Victoria’s inferiority complex … and the subsequent revelation of her ability to rule alone after his death, is one of the undoubted strengths of Baird’s work.” —Mark Bostridge, Times Literary Supplement

		

	
		
			About Julia Baird

			A journalist for Newsweek, Julia Baird is a broadcaster and author based in Sydney, Australia. Baird started her career at the Sydney Morning Herald, where she worked as a columnist and editor. Her writing has appeared in a range of publications including Newsweek, the New York Times, the Philadelphia Inquirer, and the Guardian. In 2005, Baird was a fellow at the Joan Shorenstein Center on the Press and Public Policy at Harvard, researching the global response to American opinion in the lead-up to the Iraq War. Her PhD from Sydney University on female politicians and the press formed the basis of her book, Media Tarts: How the Australian Press Frames Female Politicians (2004). Baird has also taught history and made radio documentaries on subjects as diverse as black metal music and convent education.

		

	
		
			For Your Information

			Online

			“Julia Baird: Queen Victoria would have been a ‘nasty woman’ in Trumpian terms.” The Guardian. 

			“Julia Baird Paints A Stronger, More Likeable ‘Victoria The Queen.’” NPR.

			“Review: ‘Victoria the Queen’ Delves Into Her Epic Reign.” The New York Times.

			Books

			Magnificent Obsession: Victoria, Albert and the Death That Changed the British Monarchy by Helen Rappaport

			Media Tarts by Julia Baird

			The Queen’s House by Edna Healey

			Queen Victoria: A Personal History by Christopher Hibbert

			Queen Victoria in Her Letters and Journals by Christopher Hibbert, editor 

			Shooting Victoria by Paul Thomas Murphy

			Victoria: A Life by A. N. Wilson

			We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals by Gillian Gill
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