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        Context
      


      
        In Winter Is Coming, retired Russian chess champion and current chairman of the
        Human Rights Foundation Garry Kasparov paints a troubling picture of conditions in Vladimir Putin’s Russia,
        where government funds are funneled to the president’s oil tycoon cronies and opposition activists are
        imprisoned—and often die under suspicious circumstances. The actions of Putin and his administration are under
        sharper scrutiny after the election of US President Donald Trump, a man who has repeatedly expressed his
        admiration for the president of the Russian Federation.
      


      
        With claims of Russia hacking the United States’ 2016 election, possible conflicts of interest for various
        politicians and cabinet members, and potentially inappropriate contacts between American leadership and those
        in power in the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin remains front and center in American politics and on the
        world stage.
      


      
        If the United States, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and the United Nations (UN) fail to stop
        Putin, he will continue his authoritarian rule and his expansionist designs. Garry Kasparov articulates several
        feasible strategies for curtailing these ambitions, including sending troops to defend Ukraine’s sovereignty
        and ending all further engagement with Russia via economic and travel sanctions.
      

    


    
      
        Overview
      


      
        Garry Kasparov begins Winter Is Coming with a short history of the dissolution of
        the Soviet Union and Russia’s flirtation with democracy before outlining the rise of Vladimir Putin, a former
        KGB operative and deputy prime minister to Boris Yeltsin. When Yeltsin resigned in 1999, Putin, who was well
        regarded by the Russian people for his leadership during the recent war with Chechnya, was made
        acting-president before being officially elected in 2000.
      


      
        The early years of his reign were marred by two botched hostage negotiations involving Chechen separatists, one
        in a Moscow theater in 2002 and another in 2004 at a school in Beslan, North Ossetia. Russian troops at both
        sieges killed hundreds of innocent hostages.
      


      
        In 2008, after Putin had served two terms, his prime minister, Dmitry Medvedev, was elected president, though
        it was widely understood that Putin was still in charge—a belief that was cemented when, in 2012, Putin was
        elected to a third presidential term (amid accusations of voter fraud).
      


      
        Since then, Putin has been actively suppressing his political opponents with imprisonment and (allegedly)
        murder while continuing his propensity to invade and conquer by annexing Crimea in 2014. Despite this direct
        attack on a sovereign nation, and the shooting down of a commercial flight over Ukraine in 2014, the
        international community has yet to intervene in any meaningful way. Kasparov chronicles his own experience as a
        lifelong Russian pro-democracy activist, including details of his two arrests and the harassment he faced from
        Putin’s lackeys, resulting in his choice to live in the United States.
      


      
        As a native of Azerbaijan who remembers Communism under the Soviet Union, as well as Russia’s brief foray into
        democracy under Boris Yeltsin, Kasparov provides essential background on the vacuum that allowed Putin’s rise
        to power
      


      
        Kasparov articulates several feasible strategies for the international community to inhibit Putin’s tyranny,
        including the aforementioned options of sending troops to defend Ukraine’s sovereignty and ending economic and
        travel sanctions, which would hit Putin and his oligarch friends where it hurts: their wallets. Otherwise,
        Kasparov posits, Vladimir Putin will continue warring with neighbors, committing human rights violations, and
        selling weapons to unstable nations in the Middle East to drive up the price of oil. As long as the world
        continues to treat him as a legitimate leader, Putin’s despotic reign will persist.
      

    


    
      
        Summary
      


      
        Introduction
      


      
        Garry Kasparov introduces himself as a former Russian chess champion and current chairman of the Human Rights
        Foundation before beginning a brief outline of the current situation in Russia. In August of 1991, Communists
        struggling against the downfall of their belief system in the Soviet Union staged an unsuccessful coup against
        president Mikhail Gorbachev. At the time, the Soviet people’s overall unwillingness to support the coup was
        seen as the beginning of democracy in Russia. Yet, just eight years later, Vladimir Putin, a former KGB
        lieutenant, was elected president.
      


      
        Despite Putin’s obvious corruption, subversion of democracy, and bullying of neighboring countries, the Western
        world continues to appease him, largely because of a dependence on Russian oil. The 2008 election of Putin
        successor Dmitry Medvedev would have been an excellent opportunity to end this charade, as the election was a
        sham in which Putin and Medvedev merely switched jobs so that Putin could be reelected after Medvedev’s term
        ended. Instead, the results of the election were accepted and treated as legitimate by an international
        community that supposedly disapproves of despotism. The years since have shown Putin growing bolder,
        culminating in the annexation of Crimea in 2014.
      


      
        In what will be a major theme of the book, Kasparov calls on American and European governments to cease giving
        validation to Putin’s regime by discontinuing friendly relations and trade. He notes that Hitler was emboldened
        by the lack of international response in 1939, resulting in World War II.
      


      
        Prologue
      


      
        The collapse of the Soviet Union could have been a fresh start for Russia, but insiders and the world at large
        mismanaged the opportunity. Russia was permitted to keep its nuclear weapons and there were no trials or
        punishments of any kind for the Communist leaders whose reign had been defined by violent oppression and
        corruption. American President George H. W. Bush, a “cautious pragmatist,” tried to help Mikhail Gorbachev
        preach unity to the members of the Soviet Union in 1991, even warning the Ukrainians to be cautious in their
        push for freedom.
      


      
        This passivity set the stage for the lack of intervention during Putin’s reign. The world has settled into a
        relationship of appeasement with Putin, in which he is either ignored or rewarded with lucrative trade deals.
        With no pushback, Putin has been free to do as he wishes, committing war crimes in Chechnya and completely
        shutting down the Russian free press. Putin ingratiated himself with President George W. Bush by being the
        first foreign leader to phone after the events of September 11, 2001, and President Barack Obama declared his
        wish to press a “reset” button on the relationship between the two nations.
      


      
        The only recent American thorn in Russia’s side has been the 2012 Magnitsky Act, which passed despite
        opposition from President Obama’s administration. The bill places restrictions on trade and travel for some
        Russian officials. It was named in honor of a whistleblower who was beaten to death in a Russian prison while
        awaiting trial.
      


      
        Chapter 1: The End of the Cold War and the Fall of the USSR
      


      
        The end of Communism in Russia was facilitated by unrest following the nuclear disaster at Chernobyl, the
        endless war with Afghanistan, and greater access to information from the outside world. The latter was a result
        of president Mikhail Gorbachev’s perestroika reforms, which were a loosening of the reigns of Communism’s
        strictures. There were further problems in the Caucasus region, where Armenians were being persecuted and
        killed.
      


      
        The seeds of democracy were planted in the March 1989 election, though the Communist party maintained control.
        As the various member nations split off, the USSR was officially dissolved on December 25, 1991. Despite the
        attempted coup in August, which Kasparov claims may have been organized by Gorbachev himself as a last-ditch
        effort to remain in power, Russia declared its independence on December 12, with newly elected Boris Yeltsin
        serving as president.
      


      
        After the dissolution, Russia was flooded with aid money from Germany, the United States, the International
        Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Bank, a fact that undermines Putin’s propaganda stressing Russia’s
        “victimhood” at the hands of Western nations.
      


      
        Chapter 2: The Lost Decade
      


      
        In 1992, the former members of the USSR were grappling with their independence, trying to establish a coherent
        national identity. The United States emerged from the Cold War as a major global superpower. Meanwhile, there
        was turmoil in former Yugoslavia as tensions mounted between the Albanians and the Serbs. While the rest of the
        world tried to put the pieces back together after the dissolution of the USSR, the United States was busy
        dealing with Saddam Hussein in Iraq.
      


      
        The Cold War had been won, in part, due to President Ronald Reagan’s ideology of American exceptionalism, but
        President George H. W. Bush did not entirely share his interventionist approach to foreign policy. The result
        was a failure to stop the violence and end the reign of dictator Slobodan Milošević in Yugoslavia, where
        civilians were being slaughtered during a bloody siege in Sarajevo. It took two years for the member nations of
        the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to intervene.
      


      
        Perhaps having learned from this experience, NATO was quicker to react against Milošević in 1999 when the Serbs
        attacked Kosovo, with US President Bill Clinton explaining to the American people that passivity would send a
        message to Milošević that his actions were acceptable. Had the deployment of troops happened sooner,
        approximately 140,000 lives could have been saved.
      


      
        NATO’s involvement in Kosovo sent a clear message of what would and would not be tolerated on an international
        stage, and the Serbs were pushed to withdraw from Kosovo. This is the kind of outside pressure that Kasparov
        would like to see applied to Putin, specifically in relation to his actions in Ukraine.
      


      
        Chapter 3: The Invisible Wars
      


      
        Hoping to have dominion over the largest area possible, Russia has been involved in several skirmishes in the
        Caucasus region, including two wars with Chechnya. When the USSR dissolved, there were many disputes over
        borders and independence—the first Chechen War being perhaps the worst of these. During the War in Chechnya, in
        1996, Russia had a free press and Boris Yeltsin was criticized for reported war crimes. Also at this time,
        Russia was supplying Iran with materials needed to produce nuclear weapons, yet calls for sanctions were
        largely ignored by President Clinton.
      


      
        In 1994, at the Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances, Ukraine agreed to dismantle its nuclear arsenal in
        exchange for promises to respect its sovereignty. In 2014, when Russia invaded Ukraine, both the United States
        and UN failed to intervene to protect it.
      


      
        As the 1996 Russian election approached, the sluggish economy seemed an indication that democracy and the free
        market had failed. Yeltsin managed to eke out a victory amid widespread rumors of corruption and voter fraud,
        tactics that Putin would later fully embrace to secure his own power. It has been much more comfortable—and
        financially lucrative—for the leaders of the free world to establish agreeable relationships with Russian
        leaders rather than take a stand against them, and Kasparov argues that this is a great moral failure.
      


      
        The author also points out that the Russian economy is totally dependent on foreign nations purchasing its oil
        and that a boycott by Europe and the United States would be an extremely effective way to force Putin to cease
        his human rights violations and tamp down his aggressive foreign policy positions.
      


      
        Chapter 4: Born in Blood
      


      
        Returning briefly to the Yugoslav Wars, Kasparov asserts these events are a good example of the UN having
        outlived its utility, its doctrine of extreme caution limiting effective global intervention in cases of war
        crimes, as there were several instances of civilian massacres before NATO stepped in. In 1999, the Russian
        people continued to be disillusioned with the government and, by extension, “democracy” as they understood it.
        Yeltsin encouraged this line of thinking because it allowed him to pass blame onto the Western world, which was
        supposedly imposing its ineffectual value systems on Russia. Putin would continue this line of argument during
        his own reign.
      


      
        A good opportunity for distraction came in September, when four apartment buildings in different Russian cities
        were bombed, and the government, which now included Vladimir Putin as prime minister, blamed the Chechens.
        Putin launched a war of retaliation that raised his public profile dramatically.
      


      
        On September 22, 1999, police foiled a fifth apartment building bombing in Ryazan, a city southeast of Moscow.
        The following day, the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation (FSB), Russia’s secret service and
        the primary successor of the KGB, announced that this had been a training exercise to test the local police and
        that the bomb wasn’t real. It looked very much like the FSB was caught staging a bombing and then, when caught
        by the police, claiming it was a planned event, calling into question the legitimacy of the four prior bombings
        and the entire war in Chechnya.
      


      
        All documents related to the investigation were sealed and, in 2006, an FSB whistleblower was killed under
        suspicious circumstances. The government’s cover-up was effective and there was no pushback from the
        international community.
      


      
        Not long after, in December 1999, Russian forces annihilated the city of Grozny in Chechnya. Anna
        Politkovskaya, a journalist covering the war, was particularly critical in covering the brutality of the
        invasion. She was murdered in 2006.
      


      
        On December 31, 1999, Yeltsin resigned, making Putin acting president. Putin’s first order of business was to
        sign a document guaranteeing Yeltsin and his family freedom from prosecution for any crimes. In May 2000, the
        federal government of Chechnya was dissolved and President Putin established direct rule.
      


      
        Considering whether a man like Vladimir Putin is born a dictator or made into one by circumstance, the real
        answer is that it is a combination of both. The turbulent political climate in Russia (and the even more
        turbulent climate in Chechnya) gave Putin the opportunity to seize power and appear to be the strong leader the
        Russian people thought they wanted.
      


      
        Chapter 5: President for Life
      


      
        Biographers have a difficult time nailing down the true events of Vladimir Putin’s life and any coherent
        picture of his real personality and belief system, as he seems to adapt his story to suit his audience, though
        by all accounts he is the sort of vicious and power-hungry individual that tends to aspire to dictatorship.
        Already acting president, Putin was a shoo-in to win the March 2000 presidential election. By then, the Russian
        people were certain that the experiment with capitalism and democracy had been a failure.
      


      
        After Putin’s inauguration on May 7, 2000, he arrested prominent media baron Vladimir Gusinsky, whose company
        was then taken over by the state. Anti-Putin Duma (legislature) member Boris Berezovsky was threatened with a
        fraud investigation and fled the country.
      


      
        In August of 2000, the Russian submarine Kursk sank after an onboard explosion.
        Putin denied international assistance and all 118 crew members went down with the vessel. When the media—and
        the Russian people—criticized the government and the navy’s failures, Putin decided that instead of publicly
        apologizing or reorganizing the military, he would destroy the media and it’s ability to speak out against him
        again.
      


      
        Despite the corruption his office was known for, Boris Yeltsin was an effective leader in many ways, including
        guiding Russia during the awkward post-USSR years, keeping Communist and KGB elements in check, and promoting
        the fair elections that resulted in an independent parliament. Mr. Putin, his successor, “began work
        immediately to tame or eliminate everything and everyone that could limit his power.”
      


      
        Chapter 6: The Search for Putin’s Soul
      


      
        In 2000, despite the terrible reports coming out of Chechnya, President Clinton had a relatively friendly
        meeting with Vladimir Putin, and Tony Blair made a private visit to Putin on the eve of the Russian
        presidential election, even attending the opera together. Meanwhile, Putin continued the war in Chechnya and
        rewarded his supporters in government with more money and greater power.
      


      
        On September 11, 2001, Putin was the first world leader to call President George W. Bush, and Bush’s War on
        Terror provided an air of legitimacy for Putin’s war in Chechnya. Regarding the international acceptance of
        Putin, Kasparov dismisses the notion that human rights violations could be ignored in pursuit of some greater
        good (like the defeat of terrorism).
      


      
        In October 2002, Chechen militants stormed Dubrovka Theater in Moscow, taking approximately 850 people hostage
        for four days. The event came to be known as “Nord-Ost,” named after the play that was being performed that
        evening. The fighters demanded that Russian forces pull out of Chechnya.
      


      
        On the third day of the siege, Russian forces pumped poisonous gas into the building and then opened fire,
        killing all 40 rebels along with 130 hostages in the process. Hospitals were unable to adequately treat the
        survivors because the government refused to identify the type of gas used.
      


      
        One year later, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, a Russian businessman whose oil company, Yukos, was poised to go global,
        was arrested on fraud charges and Putin had his assets seized and divided among his own associates. Vocal in
        his disapproval of Putin, Khodorkovsky was sentenced to nine years in a prison camp. This sentence was later
        extended before being commuted by Putin on the eve of the Sochi Olympics to curtail the possibility of the
        obviously false charges receiving international attention. Khodorkovsky fled to Germany.
      


      
        Kasparov invokes the legacy of Russian physicist and activist Andrei Sakharov when discussing the importance of
        refusing to compromise on issues like human rights. Sakharov was outspoken about the need for the USSR to
        deescalate the Cold War, lest civilians be slaughtered in a nuclear war, and for this, he was exiled for six
        years.
      


      
        Chapter 7: Off the Board, Into the Fire
      


      
        On September 1, 2004, Chechen rebels advanced on a school in Beslan, North Ossetia, a Russian region in the
        Caucasus, taking 1,100 hostages, including parents, children, and school staff. On September 3, the events
        reached a crisis point. There are discrepancies regarding what happened: Some say that an explosion inside the
        school caused the Russian soldiers outside to open fire; others insist that the soldiers began firing
        flamethrowers with no direct provocation. A total of 334 hostages were killed, including 186 children.
      


      
        Shortly thereafter, Kasparov retired from chess to devote himself to activism full time. Throughout 2006 and
        2007, he and other opposition figures organized protest marches in Russia that were attended by thousands,
        despite the government ban on such assemblies. In November 2007, he was arrested at one of these events and
        served five days in jail. Later, in August 2012, Kasparov was beaten and arrested in Moscow while protesting
        the trial of feminist and anti-Putin activist group Pussy Riot. He was acquitted, likely because of his
        celebrity status in Russia, while the members of Pussy Riot were sentenced to two years in prison.
      


      
        In 2008, Russia hosted the G8 (formerly G7) Summit in St. Petersburg, making the country an official member of
        the international group of “democracies” who gather annually to discuss their concerns, including maintaining
        global peace. The irony is that Putin and his oligarchs gain financially from a destabilized world because
        unrest and threats of nuclear war drive oil prices higher. Thus, Putin’s goals and the G8’s are completely at
        odds.
      


      
        After the attack on the school in Beslan, Putin held a meeting with all of Russia’s governors, informing them
        that, for the purpose of greater “unity,” he would now be appointing governorships. The role was no longer an
        elected office, serving to increase Putin’s grip on power.
      


      
        Chapter 8: Operation Medvedev
      


      
        With his eight years as president coming to an end in 2007—there is a limit of two consecutive terms—Vladimir
        Putin had to find a way to stay in power while maintaining the appearance of democracy so as not to displease
        the oil-buying Western world. He consequently endorsed his prime minister, Dmitry Medvedev, a supposed
        reformist, for president of the Russian Federation. Medvedev then announced that, should he win, he would
        appoint Putin as his own prime minister, thus assuring Putin’s continued reign.
      


      
        Naturally, Medvedev won the election, receiving 100% of the votes in some precincts. No one in the
        international community batted an eye at these results. In August of 2008, Putin felt emboldened enough to send
        troops into neighboring Georgia, an action that finally attracted the attention of the European Union, though
        they only issued a statement of warning.
      


      
        Opposition candidates in the presidential election had to contend with outrageous regulations, including
        collecting two million signatures in five weeks and holding a nominating convention (assuming they could find a
        venue to host such a thing), and even if they did manage to adhere to complete the protocols, they were
        frequently disqualified.
      


      
        As a testament to the greed and corruption of Putin and his band of oligarchs, it is noted that when he took
        office in 2000, there were no Russian citizens on the Forbes magazine list of
        billionaires. By 2005, thirty-six Russians made the list. In 2015, there were eighty-eight. Putin himself does
        not appear in this group of the ultra-rich, as it is impossible to accurately measure his wealth.
      


      
        In 2007, Putin was named Person of the Year by Time magazine, though they were
        careful to point out that this designation was not an endorsement. The article did praise Putin for elevating
        Russia’s prominence on the world stage. Adolf Hitler was Time’s Man of the Year in
        1938.
      


      
        Chapter 9: The Audacity of False Hope
      


      
        In the 2008 American presidential election, Senator John McCain argued for a tougher stance on Russia due to
        its abuses of human rights and its land-grab against Georgia. Rival candidate Senator Barack Obama did not
        share this sentiment, and he was elected by an American public weary of two long wars.
      


      
        On a 2009 visit to Moscow, Obama made a pro-democracy speech that was well received, but he followed it with
        little action. Meanwhile, despite the conflict in Georgia, the suspicious murder of a former KGB whistleblower
        in London, and the second sham trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky, British Petroleum and Shell made lucrative deals
        with Russian oil companies Rosneft and Gazprom, respectively, lining the pockets of Putin and his loyal
        oligarchs.
      


      
        In March of 2012, Vladimir Putin was reelected to the presidency amid widespread reports of corruption and
        voter fraud, which were ultimately not covered by Putin-controlled Russian media. In May, one day before
        Putin’s inauguration, police attacked and arrested 400 protesters at a large public demonstration. More
        stringent anti-protest laws were subsequently passed and well-known dissident Alexei Navalny was sentenced to
        five years in prison on bogus charges of embezzlement.
      


      
        In the 2012 American election, history repeated itself, as Governor Mitt Romney made adversarial comments about
        Russia and President Obama stressed the need for conciliation. In an article in Foreign
        Policy magazine, published after he lost the election, Romney wrote: “For three years, the sum total of
        President Obama’s policy toward Russia has been: ‘We give, Russia gets.’” To Kasparov, this is the truth
        exactly.
      


      
        Kasparov invokes George Orwell’s neologism “newspeak,” from his dystopian novel 1984, in which the government twists the meaning of words to give them new interpretations, as
        when peaceful anti-Putin protests become “extremist provocations.”
      


      
        Chapter 10: War and Appeasement
      


      
        Kasparov relocated to New York, expressing concern that if he returned to Russia, he would not be permitted to
        leave again. He was made chairman of the Human Rights Foundation there in 2012.
      


      
        In November 2013, Ukrainian protesters started demonstrations demanding the resignation of President Viktor
        Yanukovych after his delaying of the progress of Ukraine’s application to join the European Union. Ukrainians
        are not Russians, they claimed, and they had no interest in letting their country be swallowed up by Putin’s
        regime. The Euromaidan protests (a name that combined Europe and maidan, from Maidan Nezalezhnosti, Kyiv’s Independence Square) continued through the winter,
        despite regular violent crackdowns by authorities—including a February 23 incident in which military snipers
        fired on demonstrators, killing eighty civilians. Yanukovych and his aides fled to Russia, leaving behind an
        embarrassment of riches, paperwork, and scores of “courageous protestors.”
      


      
        Meanwhile, as the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi approached, Russia received international criticism for its
        recent anti-gay legislation and warnings that the games would be disastrous on the region’s economy and
        ecology. The Games proved a useful distraction from the Euromaidan protests, allowing Russia to annex Crimea
        with no consequences, despite the Ukrainians’ obvious desire for independence and greater European integration.
      


      
        In July 2014, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17—a commercial flight—was shot down by a missile over Ukraine,
        presumably by Russian military forces, killing all 298 people on board. Kasparov disparages the international
        community’s refusal to rebuke Russia for its involvement in this event and again urges economic sanctions
        against Russia’s wealthy elite and, ideally, military intervention on behalf of Ukraine. Without a
        confrontation, he believes that Putin will continue his brazen actions indefinitely, and many more lives will
        be lost.
      


      
        Kasparov “not at all lightly” compares the Sochi Olympics to the Berlin Games in 1936, stating that Hitler was
        emboldened by what he viewed as the international acquiescence implied by his being permitted to host. He
        continues this comparison to note the similarity between Hitler’s invasion of Czechoslovakia and the annexation
        of Crimea.
      


      
        Conclusion: Timeless Values in a Shifting World
      


      
        As the Cold War recedes into history, many of its lessons have been lost. The West won, and the USSR was
        dissolved because of a commitment to bold action by strong, idealistic leaders.
      


      
        Garry Kasparov eulogizes his friend Boris Nemtsov, a Putin critic and former deputy prime minister to Boris
        Yeltsin, who was murdered on the street in Moscow on February 27, 2015, joining the ranks of the other fallen
        opposition figures. He goes on to note that Russia’s membership in the G7 has been revoked, but that further
        action is required, ideally a global treaty signed by all democratic nations pledging to uphold the Universal
        Declaration of Human Rights.
      


      
        As globalization continues apace, dictators and terrorist organizations seek to keep people in the dark,
        limiting their freedoms and access to education so they can be controlled more easily. The poor and uneducated
        of today become tomorrow’s terrorists. Providing greater opportunities for education all over the world is
        cheaper and easier than launching military campaigns against elusive terrorist organizations. This should be a
        major priority in every Western nation. The title of the book, Winter Is Coming, is
        a warning, not a prophecy. The worst-case scenarios that could result from the unchecked power of Putin and
        other rogue leaders can still be averted with appropriate intervention.
      


      
        Arguing that the United Nations has outlived its utility, Kasparov quotes Winston Churchill’s prescient warning
        that such a thing could occur. The UN, Churchill asserted, must be “a force for action, and not merely a
        frothing of words.” The UN’s cautious diplomacy is not an effective deterrent to terrorists or leaders like
        Putin.
      

    


    
      
        Timeline
      


      
        August 19, 1991: An attempted coup against Mikhail Gorbachev led by KGB and
        other Communist holdouts occurs in the Soviet Union.
      


      
        December 25, 1991: The Soviet Union is officially dissolved.
      


      
        1991–2001: The Yugoslav Wars take place
        (Bosnian War: 1992–1995; Kosovo War: 1998–1999).
      


      
        August 9, 1999: Vladimir Putin becomes prime minister of Russia under Boris
        Yeltsin.
      


      
        September 27, 1999: Russian police foil the fifth apartment building
        bombing in Ryazan or uncover a plot by the Russian government to murder its own citizens, depending on
        interpretation of the facts.
      


      
        December 31, 1999: Vladimir Putin becomes president of Russia.
      


      
        March–June 1999: NATO conducts bombings
        in Yugoslavia.
      


      
        May 7, 2000: Vladimir Putin’s official inauguration.
      


      
        October 23–26, 2002: Chechen rebels
        take hostages at the Dubrovka Theater in the “Nord-Ost” siege. Russian forces respond by gassing the building
        and opening fire, killing 130 hostages along with the rebels.
      


      
        September 1–3, 2004: Chechen rebels
        seize the school at Breslan, North Ossetia and 334 hostages are killed in a subsequent firefight.
      


      
        July 15–17, 2006: The G8 Summit is held
        in St. Petersburg, officially welcoming Russia into the international group of democratic countries.
      


      
        April 23, 2007: Boris Yeltsin dies.
      


      
        November 2007: Garry Kasparov is arrested at a protest rally and serves
        five days in jail.
      


      
        May 7, 2008: Dmitry Medvedev is sworn in as president of Russia with Putin
        serving as his prime minister.
      


      
        August 7–12, 2008: Russian forces
        invade Georgia.
      


      
        March 12, 2012: Vladimir Putin is voted president—succeeding the “puppet”
        president Dmitry Medvedev—once more amid widespread reports of voter fraud.
      


      
        May 7, 2012: Vladimir Putin is inaugurated for his third term as the
        president of Russia.
      


      
        August 17, 2012: Garry Kasparov is beaten and arrested while protesting the
        trial of Pussy Riot.
      


      
        June 2013: Russia passes “family values” anti-gay law prohibiting
        “homosexual propaganda.”
      


      
        November 21, 2013: Euromaidan protests begin in Ukraine.
      


      
        February 7–23, 2014: The Winter Olympic
        Games are held in Sochi, Russia.
      


      
        March 18, 2014: The Crimea region of Ukraine is annexed by Russia.
      


      
        July 17, 2014: Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 is shot down over Ukraine,
        killing all 298 passengers. It is widely believed that Russian or Russian-trained fighters fired on the jet
        thinking it was a Ukrainian military plane.
      


      
        February 27, 2015: Putin opposition figure and former deputy prime minister
        Boris Nemtsov is murdered in Moscow.
      

    


    
      
        Cast of Characters
      


      
        George H. W. Bush: The forty-first president of the United States, he
        offered Mikhail Gorbachev support instead of arguing for the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the spread of
        democracy in Russia, a departure in policy from predecessor Ronald Reagan.
      


      
        George W. Bush: The forty-third president of the United States. Putin
        scored a foreign-policy victory when he was the first leader to contact Bush after the events of September 11,
        2001.
      


      
        Mikhail Gorbachev: The leader of the Soviet Union when it collapsed in
        1991, Gorbachev is responsible for the democracy-oriented perestroika reforms that began in 1986 and ultimately
        precipitated the collapse. His careful diplomacy is credited with reducing tensions and easing the USSR out of
        the Cold War. He is a Nobel Peace Prize winner and Putin critic who has spoken out about the political
        corruption that has hampered the forming of his own pro-democracy party in Russia. He has also spoken out in
        support of Russia’s annexation of Crimea.
      


      
        Mikhail Khodorkovsky: A Russian businessman and the former head of the
        Yukos oil company. After making comments about supporting Putin’s opposition, he was charged with fraud, his
        assets were seized, and he was sentenced to nine years in prison. This sentence was extended after a second
        trial, but Putin suddenly freed him on the eve of the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi.
      


      
        Dmitry Medvedev: Medvedev was first deputy prime minister during Putin’s
        second term as president and was subsequently elected president in a sham election in 2008. Medvedev made Putin
        his prime minister, simply switching jobs with the former president. He ran on a reformist platform, but Putin
        was clearly pulling the strings and no substantial reforms were made.
      


      
        Slobodan Milošević: President/dictator
        of Yugoslavia during the Yugoslav Wars. He was later sent to The Hague to be tried for war crimes, but he died
        from a heart attack in 2006 in the middle of his trial.
      


      
        Alexei Navalny: Russian dissident and Putin opposition figure. He was
        jailed in 2013 after protesting Putin’s election and remains on house arrest. He was a mayoral candidate in
        Moscow in 2013 and opened a presidential campaign office in early 2017.
      


      
        Boris Nemtsov: Boris Yeltsin’s deputy prime minister, later a member of
        parliament and Putin opposition figure. He was murdered in Moscow in 2015.
      


      
        Barack Obama: The forty-fourth president of the United States. He offered
        very little criticism of the Putin reign, discouraging passage of the Magnitsky Act and failing to defend the
        sovereignty of Ukraine after Russia’s annexation of Crimea.
      


      
        Anna Politkovskaya: Russian journalist well known for her reports from
        war-torn Chechnya and her criticism of Putin. She was murdered in her Moscow apartment building on October 7,
        2008, Vladimir Putin’s birthday.
      


      
        Vladimir Putin: A former KGB (Russian security and intelligence
        organization) operative and Boris Yeltsin’s deputy prime minister. Upon Yeltsin’s resignation in 1999, Putin
        was made acting president. He served two terms and endorsed his own deputy prime minister, Dmitry Medvedev, to
        replace him in 2008. It was widely believed that Putin never relinquished control at this time and Medvedev was
        a puppet figurehead. After Medvedev’s term, Putin was reelected president in 2012. There have been reports of
        voter fraud in each of these elections. Putin has been further criticized for his harsh treatment of
        dissidents, his corrupt foreign relations, his economic policies that have put the price of oil ahead of all
        other concerns, and his 2014 invasion of Ukraine. He has been accused of human rights violations and the
        murders of several outspoken opposition figures.
      


      
        Boris Yeltsin: The first president of Russia after the fall of the Soviet
        Union, serving from 1991–1999. Putin was Yeltsin’s deputy prime minister and succeeded him as president upon
        his resignation in 1999. As president, Yeltsin oversaw the First Chechen War and introduced democratizing
        political and economic reforms in Russia, though these were not extraordinarily successful. Upon his
        resignation, Yeltsin and his family were given immunity from prosecution by Putin, presumably for any war
        crimes and/or crimes of corruption committed while in office. He passed away in 2007.
      

    


    
      
        Direct Quotes and Analysis
      


      
        “Somehow people always forget that it’s much easier to install a dictator than to remove
        one.”
      


      
        Putin was elected president (though this is disputed) by a Russian people that were tired of corruption in the
        government, high crime rates, and a wilting economy. Putin campaigned as a tough leader who could rein in these
        problems, but he utterly failed to deliver on his promises, and it has become apparent he will do anything to
        stay in power.
      


      
        “Communism goes against human nature and can only be sustained by totalitarian
        repression.”
      


      
        This quote is in response to Mikhail Gorbachev’s 1987 comment about desiring a “socialism with a human face,”
        which Kasparov insists is impossible. The human spirit craves healthy competition and the encouragement to
        strive for excellence. These goals are anathema to Communist society. Instead, Kasparov champions a democracy.
      


      
        “If the road to hell is paved with good intentions, compromises on principles are the
        streetlights.”
      


      
        Kasparov suggests that those who compromise on their moral principles, even to a small degree, open the
        floodgates to greater and greater concessions. He is referring to the failure of the United States to intervene
        in Russian foreign policy, particularly after the 2014 invasion of Ukraine, as well as the corruption and voter
        fraud committed by Yeltsin in 1996. Once the Russian people were willing to accept such corruption to any
        degree, Putin knew he could exploit this acceptance with impunity.
      


      
        “‘A country that does not respect the rights of its own people will not respect the rights
        of its neighbors.’”
      


      
        This is a quote from physicist and activist Andrei Sakharov. It is in line with Kasparov’s assertion that the
        democratic nations of the world should not ignore human rights violations in order to align themselves with
        rogue nations, even in the spirit of accomplishing something noble, such as taking down a shared enemy. Nations
        with a history of human rights abuses at home cannot be trusted in any international alliance.
      


      
        “The central myths of engagement are that it (1) liberalizes the unfree states and (2)
        provides leverage over them if they don’t liberalize.”
      


      
        By “engagement,” Kasparov means treating a rogue nation as an ally by means of trade, open lines of
        communication, financial or military aid, etc. The theory that Western democracies are helping the citizens of
        Russia in any way by continuing to have a friendly relationship with Putin is false. The Russian people get
        nothing out of this relationship, as Putin has a vise grip on the economy and there is no leverage to force
        change without threatening to cease engagement, which the United States and European nations have yet to do.
      


      
        “The entire definition of approval and popularity of a democratic leader has no
        application in an autocracy.”
      


      
        Putin’s high approval ratings are often cited in the media, but Kasparov points out that this information is
        wildly inaccurate. It does not take into account the culture of fear that prohibits Russian citizens from
        honestly speaking their minds or the state’s control of media. Furthermore, if Putin were truly popular, he
        would have no need for his strong-arm tactics, such as jailing dissidents and fixing elections.
      


      
        “After all, why become a Russian billionaire if you are confined to the shell of a country
        you looted to become one?”
      


      
        Kasparov is arguing in favor of placing economic sanctions on Russian oligarchs and businessmen who spend,
        save, and invest their money in Europe and America. If Western democratic nations refused to do work with them,
        these men would likely stop supporting Putin, as they would not wish to be confined to Russia, a country whose
        economy they have tanked with their own greed.
      


      
        “The argument that the only alternative to Putin is World War III is for the
        simple-minded.”
      


      
        Kasparov contends that the Western world’s appeasement and engagement with Putin’s Russia does not deter
        conflict, but actually encourages it. When there were no repercussions to Putin’s human rights violations, he
        felt emboldened to stroll across the Ukrainian border and annex the Crimean territory. Economic and travel
        sanctions against Putin and his cronies would have an immediate effect, as they care more about their money
        than virtually anything else.
      

    


    
      
        Trivia
      


      
        	In 1990, Garry Kasparov’s notoriety
        brought him to a meeting at the RAND Corporation, during which President George H. W. Bush’s National Security
        Council expert on Russia, Condoleezza Rice, expressed utter surprise at hearing of Yeltsin’s popularity among
        the Russian people. Even the experts often have no idea what is actually going on in a country like
        Russia.


        	In the fall of 2000, Putin restored the Russian
        national anthem from the Soviet era, simply changing the words (commissioned by the same lyricist who wrote the
        original version). This act demonstrates Putin’s wish to return to Russia’s Soviet past and not move it
        forward.


        	Conflict between Russia and Ukraine escalated on
        January 29, 2017, one day after Putin’s first phone call with US President Donald Trump. The UN expressed
        “grave concern.” President Trump has suggested he may lift the sanctions placed on Russia by President Obama in
        2014.


        	Alexander Litvinenko, the whistleblower on the
        Ryazan apartment building cover-up, was poisoned with radioactive polonium-210 in London in 2006 after meeting
        with two former KGB members. An investigation launched by the British government in 2015 concluded that
        Litvinenko’s murder was “probably” approved by Putin.


        	The members of protest group Pussy Riot served
        twenty-one months in prison for “hooliganism” after conducting a performance called “Mother of God, Drive Putin
        Out” in Moscow’s Christ the Saviour Cathedral in 2012. Two members have filed suit against Russia at the
        European Court of Human Rights, alleging torture under imprisonment.


        	Before her murder in 2006, journalist and Putin
        critic Anna Politkovskaya was poisoned en route to negotiate at the Breslan school siege in 2004. In a
        documentary on her life by Swiss director Eric Bergkraut, she makes the tragically ironic statement that,
        because of her career, it is a “miracle” she is still alive.


        	When dissident Alexei Navalny was arrested for
        protesting Putin in 2012, he was a candidate for mayor in Moscow. He was released and allowed to continue his
        campaign, which he lost, before being imprisoned on more false charges. This allowed the mayoral race to appear
        “fair” when Putin’s candidate won the election easily.


        	In 2011, former US Vice President Joe Biden
        visited Putin opposition figures in Moscow and told Garry Kasparov that he had personally told Vladimir Putin
        not to run for president again. Kasparov expressed his shock that Biden believed Putin would care what he had
        to say on the matter.


        	In another act of provocation, Russia granted
        Wikileaks whistleblower Edward Snowden asylum in 2013. Kasparov criticizes Snowden for his statement upon
        arrival, in which he declared Russia a nation that “stand[s] against human rights violations.”


        	The $50 billion spent to produce the Winter
        Olympics in Sochi is another indication of corruption in the Putin regime. One close Putin associate received
        $7.4 billion in contracts. In contrast, the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver cost $6 billion.

      

    


    
      
        What’s That Word?
      


      
        Annex: To incorporate territory into the domain of a city, country, or
        state. Russia annexed the Ukrainian territory of Crimea in March 2014, escalating the ongoing conflict between
        the two nations.
      


      
        Appeasement: To yield or concede to the belligerent demands of a nation,
        group, or person in a conciliatory effort, sometimes at the expense of justice or other principles. Kasparov
        argues that the leaders of Western governments appease Putin out of fear, complacency, and a misguided belief
        that appeasement will somehow keep his ambition in check, despite all evidence to the contrary.
      


      
        Autocrat: An absolute ruler, especially a monarch, who holds and exercises
        the powers of government as by inherent right, not subject to restrictions. Putin is frequently described as a
        dictator and an autocrat, two titles that are synonymous, as his power is largely unchecked by any other
        government authority.
      


      
        Bureaucracy: Government by many bureaus, administrators, and petty
        officials. Putin’s regime (and those of most dictators) uses bureaucracy to create the illusion of democracy.
        There seems to be a system of checks and balances in place when, in fact, all government officials answer to
        one man.
      


      
        Demagogue: A person, especially an orator or political leader, who gains
        power and popularity by arousing the emotions, passions, and prejudices of the people. Putin continued the
        Soviet leaders’ tradition of scapegoating, asserting that the Western world was the root of all Russian
        problems and spouting anti-gay and anti-Semitic rhetoric.
      


      
        Draconian: Rigorous; unusually severe or cruel. Kasparov uses this word to
        describe Russia’s anti-protest laws, with which he has had direct experience. The jailed members of activist
        group Pussy Riot and the families of murdered Putin opposition figures like Anna Politkovskaya and Alexander
        Litvinenko would undoubtedly agree.
      


      
        Fallacy: A deceptive, misleading, or false notion, belief, etc. Kasparov
        explores the fallacies inherent in the Western diplomatic policies of engagement/appeasement, particularly the
        notion that human rights violations can be ignored in service of some greater good.
      


      
        Oligarchy: A form of government in which all power is vested in a few
        persons or in a dominant class or clique; government by the few. Russia is ruled by Putin and his few chosen
        cronies, most of whom are oil tycoons.
      


      
        Perestroika: The program of economic and political reform in the Soviet
        Union initiated by Mikhail Gorbachev in 1986. Perestroika was a loosening of the Communist economic and
        cultural strictures in the USSR that resulted in a less antagonistic relationship with the United States and
        the relinquishing of control over the Eastern European Communist nations. The ultimate result was the
        dissolution of the USSR.
      


      
        Propaganda: Information, ideas, or rumors deliberately spread widely to
        promote or harm a person, group, movement, institution, nation, etc. Putin’s propaganda is anti-Western in
        nature. He attempts to reopen old Cold War wounds, implying that anyone who disagrees with him is a fascist.
      


      
        Relativism: Any theory holding that criteria of judgment are relative,
        varying with individuals and their environments. Kasparov argues that those in the West arguing that Russians
        are better off under Putin than they were during the era of the Soviet Union are making a claim of “absurd”
        relativism. Just because the situation was worse before doesn’t mean the Russian people don’t deserve better
        now.
      


      
        Totalitarian: Of or relating to a centralized government that does not
        tolerate parties of differing opinions and that exercises dictatorial control over many aspects of life. While
        Kasparov first uses this word to describe the situation in the USSR before its dissolution, it is a fairly
        accurate term for the Putin regime as well.
      

    


    
      
        Critical Response
      


      
        “If you know nothing about post-Soviet Russia, this is a good place to start. … Kasparov is a witty and
        engaging companion throughout the book. But make no mistake—he is walking with you through a cold, fading dusk
        that, in the end, promises only a long night of a Russian winter.” —The Federalist
      


      
        “If you’re looking for a way to understand what Putin is about, this may be the book for you. … Kasparov has
        written a passionate, detailed warning to wake up the West.” —St. Louis Post
        Dispatch
      


      
        “A compelling story of courage and civic-mindedness … Winter Is Coming presents a
        picture of the internal forces propelling Russia’s descent into aggressive authoritarianism. And it offers a
        scathing analysis of the contribution of the West to that outcome.” —The Wall Street
        Journal
      


      
        “His prose, like his chess, is fast, ferocious and unforgiving. … The real power of Kasparov’s book lies in his
        argument that the West must pursue a more assertive and moral foreign policy.” —Financial
        Times
      


      
        “An emotionally charged look at Russia since the fall of Communism centered on the rise and rule of Vladimir
        Putin … A fascinating and thought-provoking book.” —Irish Independent
      


      
        “Kasparov’s message is aimed at an American audience … as a warning of impending doom. … [Kasparov is] a fiery
        man known for his dynamic play in chess and for his self-assurance.” —The New York
        Times
      


      
        “Kasparov’s witty writing style plus his personal, on-the-ground perspective as a Russian activist makes
        Winter is Coming a lucid and fascinating read. It is an essential book for those
        who view foreign policy through a human rights framework.” —Providence Journal
      

    


    
      
        About Garry Kasparov
      


      
        Garry Kasparov is a world chess champion, author, Russian dissident, pro-democracy activist, and chairman of
        the Human Rights Foundation. He was born in 1963 in Azerbaijan, then part of the USSR. He became the world
        chess champion at twenty-two, the youngest in the contest’s history, and continued to compete until his
        official retirement in 2005.
      


      
        In 1996, he received widespread attention for his chess match—and win—against IBM computer “Deep Blue.” The
        computer was upgraded and beat Kasparov in a rematch. In 2002, he created the Kasparov Chess Foundation, an
        organization designed to teach chess to children.
      


      
        In 1990, amid upheaval in the USSR, Kasparov chose not to play under the hammer-and-sickle flag in the World
        Championship game, opting to wear a Russian flag pin instead. He was an outspoken supporter of Boris Yeltsin
        and democratic reforms in post-Soviet Russia.
      


      
        After his retirement, Kasparov formed and demonstrated with a number of pro-democracy groups in Russia,
        including the Other Russia coalition, a group of dissidents dedicated to election reform and oversight. The
        Other Russia nominated Kasparov as their candidate for president in the 2008 election, though they were unable
        to secure a spot for him on the ballot. After two arrests (and one police-administered beating) while
        participating in protest marches, Kasparov relocated to the United States in 2013. He is a frequent contributor
        to the Wall Street Journal.
      

    


    
      
        For Your Information
      


      
        Online
      


      
        Garry Kasparov’s official website.
      


      
        “Garry Kasparov Takes on Vladimir Putin.”
        WNYC.
      


      
        “Interview with Garry
        Kasparov.” C-SPAN.
      


      
        Kasparov Chess Foundation.
      


      
        “The U.S. Doesn’t Have a Problem with Russia. It Has a Problem with Vladimir Putin.”
        The Washington Post.
      


      
        “Why Dictators Hate Chess: Garry Kasparov on Vladimir Putin’s Meddling and America’s
        Response.” Slate.
      


      
        Books
      


      
        The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert O. Paxton
      


      
        Between East and West: The Origins of Modern Russia: 862–1953 by R. D. Charques
      


      
        Blowing Up Russia: The Secret Plot to Bring Back KGB Terror by Alexander Litvinenko
        and Yuri Felshtinsky
      


      
        Fragile Empire: How Russia Fell In and Out of Love with Vladimir Putin by Ben Judah
      


      
        The Man Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin by Masha Gessen
      


      
        Words Will Break Cement: The Passion of Pussy Riot by Masha Gessen
      


      
        The New Cold War: Putin’s Russia and the Threat to the West by Edward Lucas
      


      
        Putin’s Kleptocracy: Who Owns Russia? by Karen Dawisha
      


      
        Other Books by Garry Kasparov
      


      
        Deep Thinking: Where Machine Intelligence Ends and Human Creativity Begins (with
        Mig Greengard)
      


      
        Garry Kasparov on Garry Kasparov
      


      
        Garry Kasparov on Modern Chess
      


      
        Garry Kasparov on My Great Predecessors
      


      
        How Life Imitates Chess: Making the Right Moves—from the Board to the Boardroom
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