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The Louisiana Territory was an object of great interest to European nations during their explorations of North America. This vast tract of land in the continent’s interior stretched from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains and from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. Explorations and scattered settlements in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries gave France control over the river and title to most of the Mississippi valley. In 1762, France ceded the territory to Spain.

By 1800, the young and expanding United States was pushing up against the eastern edge of the Louisiana Territory. Great Britain held the territory of Canada to the north, and Spain owned Florida to the south. Spain allowed Americans to use the Mississippi River as well as the port of New Orleans, at the river’s mouth. In 1800, however, Spain ceded Louisiana back to France, leaving the United States uncertain about the future of transportation and trade on the Mississippi and uneasy about a powerful French neighbor. In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson dispatched ambassadors to Paris, France, to negotiate a deal for control of New Orleans. They got much more than they bargained for when France offered not only New Orleans but the whole Louisiana Territory. The Americans signed the unprecedented deal now known as the Louisiana Purchase.
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At the start of the nineteenth century, the states and territories of the United States were confined to eastern North America. The Louisiana Purchase moved the border westward and doubled the country’s size.



On December 20, 1803, the French flag was slowly lowered in New Orleans, followed by the raising of the American flag. The moment marked the transfer of the Louisiana Territory to the United States. The Louisiana Purchase doubled the country’s size, adding to it an area larger than today’s Spain, Portugal, France, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and Great Britain combined. All or parts of thirteen states would be created from it. The United States was immediately elevated in stature among world powers.

An expedition to study the land, and hopefully find a navigable water route west to the Pacific Ocean, began in 1804. Headed by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, the Lewis and Clark Expedition was a remarkable journey of nearly 8,000 miles (13,000 kilometers) across North America and back. Over two years the courageous group created maps, collected notes and specimens of previously unknown plants and animals, and named geographic locations after expedition members, peers, loved ones, and even their dog. They also made contact with numerous American Indian peoples who called the Louisiana Territory home.

The hardships—including hunger, dysentery, boils, tick bites, and injuries—were balanced by incredible encounters with unspoiled beauty. The explorers were astonished by natural wonders and huge herds of elk, antelope, and bison. Their discoveries opened a new frontier for Americans, who were already looking westward for new adventures and opportunities.

But Lewis and Clark’s journey would not have been as momentous if the United States had not just acquired the Louisiana Territory. And that acquisition occurred because the world stage was precisely set for an extraordinary agreement. The United States benefited greatly from the tense atmosphere in Europe during the rise of soon-to-be French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte.
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Facing certain defeat at the hands of the British in the Seven Years’ War, France secretly ceded its North American lands west of the Mississippi River—the Louisiana Territory—to Spain in 1762. Months later, in the treaty that ended the war, France transferred virtually all its remaining land in North America to Great Britain. This arrangement, however, proved temporary.

French power recovered under the military leadership of Napoleon Bonaparte. On October 1, 1800, Napoleon persuaded King Charles IV of Spain to agree to cede Louisiana back to France under the Treaty of San Ildefonso. The treaty would reestablish French control of the commercially significant port of New Orleans as well as the mouth of the Mississippi River. Reports of this deal were received by the US government with great concern about its implications for the future of American commerce. These were the circumstances in which the Louisiana Purchase took shape.
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The Emperor Napoleon in His Study at the Tuileries, an 1812 oil painting by Jacques-Louis David, is found today in the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC.



American Interests

During the preceding decade, Americans had streamed westward into the valleys of the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Ohio rivers. They sought fertile land to farm and new reserves of natural resources that were dwindling in the East. The very existence of these new settlers depended on their right to use the Mississippi River, then the western border of the nation, and to ship goods through the port of New Orleans.

In 1795, by the terms of the Treaty of San Lorenzo, Spain had granted to the United States the right to ship goods originating in American ports through the mouth of the Mississippi without paying taxes. The agreement also granted the United States the right of deposit, or temporary storage, of American goods at New Orleans for later reshipment. But in 1802, the year the Treaty of San Ildefonso was finalized, Spanish officials still in control of New Orleans revoked the US right of deposit.

The transfer of Louisiana from Spain to France was bad news for the western farmers. France was then the most powerful country in the world, and there was no hope of forcing any privileges from it.

Mission to France

Jefferson instructed Robert R. Livingston, the US minister in Paris, to take two steps. First, he was to approach Napoleon’s minister, Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand, with the objective of preventing the transfer of Louisiana from Spain to France if that act had not yet been completed. If the transfer had already taken place, however, Livingston was to try to purchase at least New Orleans. Direct negotiations with Talleyrand proved difficult, though. For months, Livingston had to be content with promising rumors of a possible deal between France and the United States. But even these faded as news of the Spanish governor’s withdrawal of the right of deposit reached the US minister.
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James Monroe and Robert Livingston discuss the purchase of the Louisiana Territory with French minister Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand. Thomas Jefferson and Napoleon Bonaparte are depicted in the frame.



With this information, Livingston had good reason to think the worst: that Napoleon may have been responsible for this act and that his next move might be to close the Mississippi River entirely to the Americans. Livingston had an idea. He made it known that a US alliance with Great Britain might best serve the interests of his country. At that particular moment, a British-American alliance was one of the least of Napoleon’s desires.


 Napoleon

Napoleon Bonaparte was in Paris in 1792 when the French people overthrew their king during the French Revolution. He helped defend France’s new government in a series of wars. In 1799, a government called the Consulate took control of France. Napoleon, the military hero, became the leader, called first consul, and built up an empire in a series of wars called the Napoleonic Wars. In 1804, Napoleon made himself emperor of France. In 1812, he invaded Russia, which was a disaster for the French. Great Britain, Austria, and Prussia joined Russia in the War of Liberation. They forced Napoleon from power in 1814. Napoleon was sent away to Elba, a small island off the coast of Italy. In 1815, he escaped to France. He gathered supporters and seized power once again. This period, known as the Hundred Days, lasted until British and Prussian troops defeated Napoleon in the battle of Waterloo, in Belgium, in June 1815. This time Napoleon was sent away to Saint Helena, an island in the South Atlantic Ocean. He died there on May 5, 1821.



At this moment, James Monroe arrived in Paris with power from President Jefferson to assist Livingston in buying New Orleans and East and West Florida for not more than $10 million. Even though the two American ministers had neither instructions nor authority to purchase the whole of Louisiana, the negotiations that followed—with minister of the treasury François, marquis de Barbé-Marbois, acting for Napoleon—moved swiftly to a conclusion. A treaty, signed on May 2, 1803, but dated April 30, sold the entire Louisiana Territory to the United States.
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François, marquis de Barbé-Marbois (standing), French minister of the treasury, shows a map to Robert Livingston (center) and James Monroe in a fresco by Constantino Brumidi from 1875.



The French Point of View

The Louisiana Purchase was a surprise to many, perhaps most of all to the American ministers who made the deal. Many wondered why Napoleon would offer such a large territory at such a low cost. However, the state of France at that time offers some answers.

[image: image]


This etching depicts French forces landing in Haiti in 1802. The people of the French colony, consisting mainly of black slaves, were fighting for independence. The revolution drove out the French in 1803.



In 1802, France’s Caribbean colony of Saint-Domingue (now Haiti) was experiencing upheaval. French troops were having difficulty putting down a rebellion during a devastating outbreak of yellow fever. France would eventually withdraw completely, and Haiti would declare independence. The depletion of the French army during this conflict left it unable to secure and defend Louisiana.

Another factor in Napoleon’s decision was an imminent war between France and Great Britain. Napoleon needed money for the war. The sale of Louisiana provided funds while also freeing up French forces for the conflict.

An added bonus in allowing the United States to have the land was that Great Britain was decidedly against it. In fact, Napoleon was later quoted as saying about the deal: “This accession of territory affirms forever the power of the United States, and I have given England a maritime rival who sooner or later will humble her pride.”
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As much as the Louisiana Purchase was a windfall to the United States, there was still much controversy surrounding the acquisition. Livingston and Monroe, as American ministers, had no authority to acquire so much land. Additionally, they spent more money than they were authorized to spend. Eventually, though, the extraordinary value of the purchase became clear.

Making the Deal

The first price offered by the marquis de Barbé-Marbois was $22.5 million. The American ministers replied with an offering of $8 million. The French counteroffer was $15 million, which the Americans accepted without waiting for approval. At that time, transatlantic mail took weeks or months. Livingston and Monroe worried that delaying the deal for authorization would give France time to back out.

[image: image]


The Louisiana Purchase treaty is housed at the National Archives of the United States in Washington, DC.



When news of the transaction hit the United States in early July, the Washington newspaper the National Intelligencer reflected on how many citizens felt, referring to the “widespread joy of millions at an event which history will record among the most splendid in our annals.” President Jefferson himself was pleased, but he was also concerned that the Constitution did not give him the power to authorize such a purchase. He wanted an amendment to the Constitution to legalize the transaction. The members of his Cabinet did not think this was necessary, and the Senate agreed, approving the treaty by a vote of twenty-four to seven.
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This portrait of Thomas Jefferson was painted by Charles Willson Peale in 1791. Jefferson was US secretary of state at the time.




How Much Did It Cost?

The American ministers in Paris agreed to pay $15 million for about 828,000 square miles (2,144,520 square km) of land. Something that cost $15 million dollars in 1803 would cost more than $233 million dollars today. The cost can be broken down to about 3 cents per acre (0.4 hectare), or about 44 cents per acre today—still a bargain. Some experts think if the deal were to happen in modern times, it would be worth about $1.2 trillion.



What, Exactly, Was the Louisiana Territory?

Precisely what the United States had purchased was unclear. The wording of the treaty was vague; it did not clearly describe the boundaries. It gave no assurances that West Florida was to be considered a part of Louisiana. It also didn’t define the southwest boundary. The American negotiators were fully aware of this.

The setting of fixed boundaries awaited negotiations with Spain and Great Britain. The purchase of the Floridas from Spain in 1819 finally settled the dispute over the ownership of West Florida and Texas and established a southwest boundary line. This line ran along the Sabine River from the Gulf of Mexico to the parallel of 32° N; then north to the Red River, following this stream to the meridian 100° W; then north to the Arkansas River and along this stream to its source; then north or south to the parallel of 42° N (the source of the Arkansas was not yet known) and west to the Pacific Ocean. The northern boundary was established by a British-American agreement in 1818. It established the 49° parallel N between the Lake of the Woods and the Rocky Mountains as the American-Canadian border. The Rocky (then “Stony”) Mountains were accepted as the western limit of the Louisiana Territory, and the Mississippi River was considered the eastern boundary of the purchase.
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The land that the United States purchased from France in 1803 included all or part of fifteen present-day states. After negotiations between the United States and Spain, the southwestern boundary of the territory was changed in 1819 so that what are now Texas and New Mexico were not included. With its final boundaries, the Louisiana Purchase included all or part of thirteen modern US states.



Out of this territory were carved in their entirety the states of Louisiana, Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Oklahoma. In addition, the area included most of the land in Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, and Minnesota. At one stroke, the area of the United States was doubled. Much of the territory turned out to contain rich mineral resources, fertile soil, valuable grazing land, forests, and wildlife resources of incalculable worth.
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Prior to the Louisiana Purchase, plans were already in motion in the United States for an exploration of that territory and beyond. On January 18, 1803, President Jefferson sent a message to Congress requesting $2,500 to fund an expedition to find a water route to the Pacific Ocean and to meet with Native Americans in the West in the hope of establishing trade with them. This request was approved.

Jefferson had long believed that the West would be part of the future of the United States. Besides the purposes stated to Congress for the expedition, he also wanted a report of the geography, climate, and plants and animals of the vast, unknown territory.

Just weeks before the Louisiana Purchase was made public, Jefferson asked his personal secretary, Captain Meriwether Lewis, to lead the expedition into what at that time was still French territory. Lewis’s considerable frontier skills, military service, physical endurance, and intelligence made him an excellent choice.
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This portrait of Meriwether Lewis was painted by Charles Willson Peale in 1807. It is located in Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



The Corps of Discovery

Meriwether Lewis invited his friend William Clark to share leadership of the mission, which became known as the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Like Lewis, Clark was familiar with the frontier and with some American Indian groups through his service in the army. Clark served as the expedition’s principal waterman and mapmaker.
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Charles Willson Peale also painted the expedition’s coleader, William Clark, in 1810. The portrait can be viewed in Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



Lewis was the expedition’s field scientist, making observations on the plants, animals, climate, soil, and geography of the land they crossed. He also gathered plant, animal, and mineral specimens to send back for further study. To prepare for the expedition, Lewis traveled to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to study astronomy, botany, zoology, and medicine with some of the country’s brightest scientists and doctors. He also began purchasing equipment and supplies. Lewis supervised the construction of a 55-foot (17-meter) covered keelboat and secured smaller vessels.

Both Lewis and Clark recruited men for the expedition. The permanent exploring party—known as the Corps of Discovery—consisted of about thirty men, most of whom were soldiers. The party also included a part–Native American frontiersman named George Drouillard and Clark’s African American slave, York. Lewis purchased a dog, a Newfoundland named Seaman, to accompany the group as well.

The Journey Begins

The explorers set off on May 14, 1804. They started up the Missouri River, which was believed to be the best chance at delivering a route to the Pacific. The explorers covered about 10 to 20 miles (16 to 32 km) a day, poling, pushing, and pulling their keelboat and dugout boats up the river. On August 3, they held their first council with Indians, the Oto and Missouri, at a place the explorers named Council Bluff. The site is near what is today Council Bluffs, Iowa.
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The Lewis and Clark Expedition greets a group of Native Americans in an engraving by Patrick Gass, one of the members of the Corps of Discovery.



The Oto and Missouri were two of about fifty Indian groups with whom the expedition would make contact. These peoples had lived on the land that became the Louisiana Territory long before the explorers arrived. Some of them had previously encountered traders, but others had never before seen anyone other than Indians.

During the meeting at Council Bluff, the expedition’s soldiers marched and demonstrated their weapons. The Indians were told they were “children” of a “great father”—President Thomas Jefferson—who would provide them with trade and protection. This was the speech given to many Indian peoples throughout the journey along with a presentation of offerings, including a peace medal with a picture of Jefferson on one side and clasped hands on the other. Many Indian leaders were agreeable to both peace and trade. Later, as suggested by Lewis, a group of Indians visited President Jefferson in Washington, DC.
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The expedition held a friendly council with the Mandan and Hidatsa peoples and distributed gifts to win their good favor, an effort they repeated many times with other Indian groups.



In late October, the Corps reached the earth-lodge villages of the Mandan and Hidatsa Indians, near what is now Bismarck, North Dakota. Across the river from the Indian villages, the explorers built Fort Mandan and spent the winter. It was there that they hired two interpreters—Toussaint Charbonneau, a French Canadian fur trader, and his Shoshone Indian wife, Sacagawea, the sister of a Shoshone chief.


Sacagawea

Sacagawea was born about 1786 in what is now Idaho or Montana. When she was about ten or twelve, she was captured by a group of Hidatsa Indians. They took her to what is now North Dakota. In about 1804, Sacagawea became the wife of French Canadian fur trader Toussaint Charbonneau. When Lewis and Clark hired Charbonneau as an interpreter, Sacagawea and her infant son, Jean-Baptiste, joined the expedition as well.

Charbonneau and Sacagawea went all the way to the Pacific coast with the Corps of Discovery. In December 1812, six years after the expedition ended, Sacagawea gave birth to a daughter, Lisette. It is believed that Sacagawea died days later, at age twenty-five. Eight months after Sacagawea’s death, Clark legally adopted her two children.

In the years after her death, Sacagawea became a legend and the subject of many books and movies. She has also been honored with monuments, statues, US postage stamps, and a US dollar coin.



While at Fort Mandan, Sacagawea gave birth to a baby boy. This did not stop her from participating in the group. She carried the child on her back for the rest of the trip. Besides being a Shoshone interpreter, Sacagawea identified plants for the explorers and searched for fruits and vegetables they could eat. Her presence showed other Native Americans that the group came in peace. Many tribes believed that a woman with an infant would travel only with a peaceful group. Sacagawea proved invaluable to the expedition.
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This bronze statue of Sacagawea is found in Cascade Locks Marine Park in Oregon. Her baby boy is sculpted on her back, as she carried him during the journey.
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In the spring of 1805, the explorers sent their keelboat and about twelve men back to St. Louis. They brought with them maps, reports, Indian objects, and scientific specimens, including animal skins, mineral samples, and live magpies and a prairie dog. The permanent party—Lewis, Clark, York, Charbonneau, Sacagawea, Sacagawea’s baby boy, and twenty-seven soldiers—headed west in canoes they had built.

Moving on the Missouri

On April 7, the group continued up the Missouri River. On April 26, the explorers passed the mouth of the Yellowstone River, and on June 13, they reached the Great Falls of the Missouri. Carrying the loaded canoes 18 miles (29 km) around the falls caused a month’s delay. Their way was made even more difficult by broken terrain, prickly pear cactus, hailstorms, and numerous grizzly bears.

[image: image]


Meriwether Lewis described the Great Falls of the Missouri River as “the greatest sight I ever beheld.” Nevertheless, the falls proved a difficult obstacle for the explorers.



In mid-July, the explorers launched the canoes above the falls. On the twenty-fifth, they reached Three Forks, where three rivers (the Madison, the Jefferson, and the Gallatin) join to form the Missouri. For some time they had been within sight of the Rocky Mountains. Crossing them was to be the hardest part of the journey. The expedition decided to follow the Jefferson River, the fork that led westward toward the mountains.

The Rocky Mountains

On August 12, the group climbed to the top of the Continental Divide. They hoped to see the headwaters of the Columbia River close enough to let them carry their canoes and proceed downstream toward the Pacific. Instead they saw mountains stretching endlessly into the distance. They knew then the water route Jefferson had sent them to find did not exist. Still, they persevered west.
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On August 12, 1805, Lewis and three other members of the Corps of Discovery discovered Lemhi Pass. The 2-mile (3-km) pass spans the modern Montana-Idaho border and crosses the Continental Divide.



They were in the country of the Shoshone. Sacagawea eagerly watched for her people, but it was Lewis who found them. He met a Shoshone leader who turned out to be Sacagawea’s brother, Cameahwait. Lewis and Clark named the site Camp Fortunate. Cameahwait provided the party with horses and a guide for the difficult crossing of the lofty Bitterroot Range, which expedition member Sergeant Patrick Gass called “the most terrible mountains I ever beheld.”

It took the Corps of Discovery most of September to cross the mountains. Hungry, sick, and exhausted, they reached a point on the Clearwater River where Nez Percé Indians fed them and helped them make dugout canoes. From there they were able to proceed by water, via the Clearwater and Snake rivers. They reached the Columbia River on October 16.

Pacific View

On November 7, thinking he saw the end of land in the distance, Clark wrote his most famous journal entry: “Great joy in camp. We are now in view of the Ocean.” But the expedition was actually in Gray’s Bay, still 20 miles (32 km) from the ocean. They finally arrived at the Pacific in mid-November.
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Canoe Camp in Nez Percé Historic National Park in Idaho marks the place where the Nez Percé people helped the explorers carve the canoes that would take them to the Pacific Ocean.




York

Not much is known about York, William Clark’s black slave who accompanied the expedition the entire way. But it’s clear that York was not only Clark’s servant—he was a full member of the expedition. He is mentioned several times in Lewis’s and Clark’s journals, which note that his great strength was admired by the Native Americans they met along the way. When the expedition reached St. Louis in 1806, York was welcomed and praised. After the journey, York asked Clark for his freedom or to be hired out near Louisville to be closer to his wife, who had a different owner. Though Clark refused at first, he sent York to Kentucky in 1809. Finally, at least ten years later, Clark granted York his freedom. In recognition of his services, on January 17, 2001, President Bill Clinton promoted York to the rank of honorary sergeant in the US Army.



Fierce storms delayed their progress for nearly a month. The members voted on where to spend the winter, and even York and Sacagawea were allowed to cast votes, though blacks and women would not be able to vote as American citizens for decades. The decision was to build Fort Clatsop near what is now Astoria, Oregon.

The Corps of Discovery endured a wet, miserable winter at Fort Clatsop by journal writing, drying meat, and making salt. However, a highlight for all was viewing a 105-foot (32-m) beached whale a few days after Christmas. The whale’s bones had been picked clean, but Clark traded with the local Tillamook Indians for blubber to eat.
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Several members of the Corps of Discovery kept journals on their long trip. William Clark’s notes are shown here. His writings, though invaluable, were filled with spelling errors and confusing language.





[image: image]

On the Pacific coast, William Clark estimated that they had traveled 4,162 miles (6,698 km) from the mouth of the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean. His estimate turned out to be within 40 miles (64 km) of the actual distance.

The explorers had hoped to encounter ships on the Pacific that could transport them home. They found none, however, and the party started the long journey back.

Heading Home

After stealing a Clatsop Indian canoe, the Corps of Discovery headed up the Columbia River on March 23, 1806. They arrived at the Nez Percé villages, gathered up their horses, and waited for the snow to melt. They crossed the mountains in June with Nez Percé horses and guides. Beside the Bitterroot River, the party divided into groups to learn more about the country.
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This is a view of the Pacific coast near Astoria, Oregon, where the Corps of Discovery spent the winter of 1805–1806.



Clark headed for the Yellowstone River and followed it to the Missouri. Lewis and several men struck off toward the northeast to explore a branch of the Missouri. On this trip he had a skirmish with Indians that left two Blackfeet dead, the only such incident of the entire journey.

Later, while out hunting, Lewis was accidentally shot by one of his own men. He recovered after the party was reunited and had stopped at the Mandan-Hidatsa villages. There they left Sacagawea and her family.
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Lewis and Clark separated for part of the return trip. Clark followed the Yellowstone River to the Missouri, while Lewis went northeast to explore a branch of the Missouri that he named the Marias River.



The Corps of Discovery reached St. Louis on September 23, 1806. Their arrival caused great rejoicing, for they had been believed dead. They had been gone two years, four months, and nine days.

Lewis wrote to Jefferson: “It is with pleasure that I announce to you the safe arrival of myself and party ... In obedience to your orders we have penitrated the Continent of North America to the Pacific Ocean, and sufficiently explored the interior of the country to affirm with confidence that we have discovered the most practicable rout [sic] which dose [sic] exist across the continent by means of the navigable branches of the Missouri and Columbia Rivers.”


Unsung Hero

In July 1806, Meriwether Lewis made the last mention of his beloved Newfoundland, Seaman, in his journal. He described a terrible attack of mosquitoes: “My dog even howls with the torture he experiences from them.” Lewis mentioned Seaman often in his writings during the journey, praising his intelligence and skill at swimming. Seaman was also helpful in gathering food for the party. Lewis noted how he caught squirrels for them to eat. Seaman later caught a deer in a river and returned it to the party. Lewis refused to sell the dog to some impressed Native Americans and named a stream in Montana after him: Seaman’s Creek. One story relates that, years later, Seaman refused to leave his master’s grave and eventually died there.
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Though we know Meriwether Lewis’s “dogg of the newfoundland breed” was named Seaman, we do not know what the color of his fur was. Most think he was black.





Leaving a Legacy

The Lewis and Clark Expedition was the nation’s first federally funded scientific expedition, and its successes ensured it was not the last. In the late 1800s, a new federal agency called the US Geological Survey (USGS) was formed to provide scientific understanding about natural resources. Today, it calls itself a successor to Lewis and Clark’s mission.


What Happened to Lewis and Clark

In 1807, following the completion of the expedition, President Jefferson appointed Meriwether Lewis governor of the Louisiana Territory, with headquarters in St. Louis. Lewis’s service in his new position was brief. In 1809, he started on a trip to Washington, DC. On October 11, he was found shot to death at an inn in Tennessee. Some historians believe he killed himself, while others contend he was murdered.

William Clark made his home in St. Louis after the expedition returned. In 1813, he became governor of the Missouri Territory. He died on September 1, 1838, at the St. Louis home of his oldest son, Meriwether Lewis Clark.



Although Lewis and Clark were not the first non-Indians to explore the interior of North America, the expedition contributed important scientific and geographic knowledge of the West. The Corps of Discovery mapped every turn of the Missouri, Columbia, and other rivers and gathered detailed information about soils, plants, animals, and American Indian peoples. Lewis identified or collected 178 plants and 122 animals that were new to science. Clark’s maps were the best available until the 1840s. The trail blazed by the expedition paved the way for future explorers, traders, and settlers who sought to colonize the West.

The peaceful meetings with Native Americans, so full of hope, would not continue as settlers flooded Indian lands, claiming them as their own. William Clark himself urged the government to treat Indians fairly. Nevertheless, the treaties he negotiated forced the relocation of tens of thousands of Indians.
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William Clark and Meriwether Lewis themselves made this map of their celebrated expedition. It is found today in the Library of Congress’s Geography and Map Division in Washington, DC.



In 1821, a trader wrote, “By the journey of Captains Lewis and Clark across the Rocky mountains to the Pacific Ocean, the whole of that western region is now laid open.” The expedition unlocked a door to the West, making the land seem accessible to settlers. In 1845, journalist John O’Sullivan coined the phrase “manifest destiny” to describe the belief that the United States would and should extend westward over the entire continent. Over the next few decades, western expansion into the Louisiana Territory and beyond toward the Pacific became an unstoppable force.	



[image: image]

amendment A change in the words or meaning of a law or document (such as a constitution).

botany A branch of science that deals with plant life.

cede To give control of something to another group.

Continental Divide A ridge of north-south mountain summits that crosses western North America and separates the waters flowing west from those flowing north or east.

controversy Strong disagreement about something among a large group of people.

depletion Reduction in quantity or power.

destiny A predetermined course of events often believed to be unchangeable.

dysentery A disease that causes abdominal pain and severe diarrhea.

expedition A journey for a specific purpose, such as to explore a distant place or to do research.

imminent Happening very soon.

interpreter A person who translates the words that someone is speaking into a different language.

keelboat A large, flat freight boat used on rivers.

manifest Easy to understand or recognize.

marquis In some European countries, a nobleman ranking above a count and below a duke.

meridian Any one of the imaginary circles on the surface of Earth that go through the North Pole and the South Pole and shown as numbered lines on maps.

navigable Deep and wide enough for boats and ships to travel on or through.

negotiation A formal discussion between people who are trying to reach an agreement.

parallel Any one of the imaginary circles on the surface of Earth that are parallel to the equator and that are shown as numbered lines on maps.

Prussia A former state in northern Europe that became a military power in the eighteenth century and in 1871 led the formation of the German empire.

revoke To officially cancel the power or effect of.

Seven Years’ War A war fought in the middle of the eighteenth century between the German kingdom of Prussia, supported by Britain, and an alliance that included Austria, France, and Russia.

skirmish A brief and usually unplanned fight.

specimen Something (such as an animal or plant) collected as an example of a particular kind of thing.

survey An act of measuring and examining an area of land.

unprecedented Not done or experienced before.
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