
      
         	
         
      

   
      
         
         
         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            
            
         

         
         
         
            
            The historical dictionaries present essential information on a broad range of subjects,
               including American and world history, art, business, cities, countries, cultures,
               customs, film, global conflicts, international relations, literature, music, philosophy,
               religion, sports, and theater. Written by experts, all contain highly informative
               introductory essays of the topic and detailed chronologies that, in some cases, cover
               vast historical time periods but still manage to heavily feature more recent events.
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               of browsing. Extensive bibliographies are divided into several general subject areas,
               providing excellent access points for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to
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      Editor’s Foreword

      
         
         
         
      

      
      Few places in the world show so clearly that a country’s success lies not in what
         it consists of but what it makes of these components. South Korea and North Korea
         started out in a similar fashion, although South Korea was at a disadvantage due to
         Japanese occupation and the bitter civil war that followed. Yet while North Korea
         or the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has been generally written off as a failure,
         South Korea, or more formally the Republic of Korea, is widely regarded as a success,
         as is shown here. 
      

      
      This fourth edition of Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Korea has been updated and expanded since the previous edition. It contains a chronology;
         a survey introduction covering broad themes; and a large dictionary section with extensive
         entries on people, places, events, and institutions as well as the economy, society,
         and culture of South Korea. The bibliography provides the location of more information
         on specific topics. In addition, there are maps, a list of acronyms, and appendixes.
      

      
      Like the second and third editions, this book is written by James Hoare. From 1969
         to 2003, he had an eventful career as a member of the British Foreign Service, including
         postings to the British embassies in Seoul and Pyongyang. He has also taught Korean
         history at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. This
         combination gave Dr. Hoare exceptional insight into the evolution on both sides of
         the armistice line within the two uncommonly different countries that grew out of
         the old Korea. Thanks to this background, he has been able to write books such as
         Korea: The Past and Present and Conflict in Korea, as well as both the Historical Dictionary of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Korea. Readers could hardly ask for a better source of information.
      

      
      Jon Woronoff

      
      Series Editor

      
      
   
      Preface

      
         
         
         
      

      
      This new edition of Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Korea follows the original 1993 edition by the late Professor Andrew Nahm. The content,
         greatly expanded for the last edition in 2015, has been further expanded in this edition.
         The aim remains to provide a reference companion for those interested in the history
         and development of the Republic of Korea (ROK—South Korea). The dictionary proper
         covers the history since its establishment in 1948, including domestic, political,
         and social events; foreign affairs along with economic and cultural developments;
         and the men and women, both Korean and foreign, who have influenced the multifarious
         events that make up a country’s history. The last edition included new themes such
         as adoption, collaboration, health, the environment, fisheries, and industrialization.
         To this have been added journalism, photography, and U.S. military bases, as well
         as much more coverage of those scholars of things Korean, missionaries. These join
         major political and historical figures as well as novelists, poets, artists, musicians,
         scientists, and those in the world of business. More cities are also included. I hope
         this expanded coverage, although by no means complete, will provide an indication
         of the richness of these fields. The chronology and historical narrative cover the
         entire history of the peninsula. The bibliography also covers this wider range.
      

      
      Like the earlier editions, this one draws on a wide range of materials of various
         kinds. It summarizes the important events and developments in South Korea up to fall
         2019. I have corrected errors from the earlier editions and rewritten or expanded
         many entries in the light of current knowledge. The alphabetical arrangement of the
         main body of the book is complemented by a chronology, a year-by-year survey of events
         of major importance in the entire history of Korea, with more items related to South
         Korea since 1945. One major change since the first edition is the romanization system;
         this is explained in a separate note.
      

      
      No work such as this is the product of one person. Over the years, I have benefited
         from a wide range of discussions on things Korean, and this is reflected in the book.
         Access to a wide range of libraries has also helped, and I should record in particular
         my gratitude to the library of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies. Over
         the years, many people have added to my understanding of things Korean. They include
         journalists, academics, and officials. The following list is by no means inclusive
         but records some of my more obvious debts for discussions, arguments, and advice about
         the Korean Peninsula: Charles Armstrong, Jeff Baron, Roger Barrett, Tim Beal, Brian
         Bridges, Kerry Brown, Stephen Brown, Sabine Burghart, Bob Carlin, James Cotton, Mike
         Cowin, Mark Fitzpatrick, Glen Ford, Aidan Foster-Carter, Ruediger Frank, Paul French,
         the late Walter Graham, John Gittings, Euan Graham, Ruth and James Grayson, Chris
         Green, Tom Harris, Penny Hay, Keith Howard, Peter Hughes, Don Keyser, Kim Hak-joon,
         Kim Seung- young, Tat Yang Kong, Heonik Kwon, Lee Jong-chan, Lho Kyong-su, Beth McKillop,
         John Merrill, Tony Michell, Owen Miller, Moon In-chung, the late John Morgan, Alistair
         Morgan, Warwick Morris, Rajiv Narayan, John Nilsson-Wright, Chad O’Carroll, Ramon
         Pacheco Pardo, James Pearson, Jane Portal, Keith Pratt, Gay and Terry Pye, Ken Quinones,
         Ra Jong-il, the late Richard Rutt, the late Gerry Segal, Michael Shin, Scott Snyder,
         the late Bill Skillend, Hazel Smith, Song Jiyoung, the late Margaret and Nicholas
         Spreckley, Suh Dae-sook, Thae Yong Ho, Robin Tudge, Martin Uden, Tristan Webb, Peter
         Whitehead, and Sally and David Wright; my former students at the School of Oriental
         and African Studies; and my former diplomatic and other colleagues in London, Seoul,
         Beijing, and Pyongyang. Thanks for help with illustrations go to Chong Chin-sok, the
         family of the late Hubert Evans, the late Walter Graham, Andrew Hillier, Yvonne Hughes,
         the family of the late Park Kwon-sang, Colin Parr, Olive Peirera, and the late Jo
         Roberts. My greatest debt, as always, is to Susan, who has encouraged and accompanied
         me for nearly fifty years and who has always been willing to discuss obscure points
         about things Korean; this work is dedicated to her.
      

      
      Errors and omissions are my fault; I hope there are not too many. It has been good
         to work with staff at Roman & Littlefield (and previously at the Scarecrow Press)
         and especially with the series editor, Jon Woronoff. I am even more grateful for the
         tolerance all have displayed over the long delay in producing it. I had thought that
         I would have ample time for writing and meeting deadlines. The reality has proved
         somewhat different, and between broadcasting, teaching, and the demands of ordinary
         life, the completion of this work has slipped somewhat from the original plan. 
      

      
       

      
      J. E. Hoare

      
      St. Omer and London, August 2019

      
      
   
      Reader’s Notes

      
         
         
         
      

      
      Romanization

      
      All East Asian languages pose problems with romanization, the transfer of the sounds
         from one language to another. This is particularly true of Korean. Before 1939, there
         was no agreed upon system. Then two American scholars devised the McCune–Reischauer
         system, which became widely used, especially among academics, after it was published
         in the Transactions of the Korea Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. But it was never universally accepted. Its use of diacritics put many off. Koreans
         tended to romanize names of people and places as it suited them. In North Korea, a
         simplified form of McCune–Reischauer is used today, although it is never called that.
         In South Korea, governments have experimented with various systems, including McCune–Reischauer,
         but since 2000 the official system transliterates every Korean letter into a roman
         letter. This produces some strange-looking words and does not help the English speaker
         to pronounce words correctly. Its wide usage is the result of a dedicated campaign
         for its use in any project funded by the South Korean government. More details can
         be found in the entry “Language and Writing” in the main dictionary.
      

      
      Since this work is primarily intended for the nonspecialist, I use a modified version
         of the McCune–Reischauer system, omitting the diacritics and the apostrophes. Otherwise,
         consonants are pronounced as in English and vowels as in Italian. In some cases, I
         have continued to use the romanization preferred by individuals and companies, even
         though this may not conform to the McCune–Reischauer system. So Rhee Syngman is used
         instead of Yi Sung-man, and Hyundai instead of Hyondae. For Japanese words, I have
         used a modified version of the Hepburn system, and for Chinese, pinyin.
      

      
      Names

      
      Names of Koreans, Japanese, and Chinese people, without exception, are given in the
         usual East Asian order, surname followed by given name. Thus, it is Park Chung-hee, Mao Zedong, and Ito Hirobumi. South Korea generally places a hyphen between the second and third syllables
         of a name; North Korea treats names as three separate syllables. I have followed the
         practice of both: South Korean names appear, for example, as Park Chung-hee, North Korean names, for example, as Kim Il Sung. Koreans who are citizens of Western
         countries often take foreign names as well as their Korean ones—an example is the
         late professor Andrew Nahm—and that is how they appear in the dictionary, with their
         Korean names given as well.
      

      
      Cross-References

      
      In order to facilitate the rapid and efficient location of information and to make
         the book as useful a reference tool as possible, extensive cross-references are provided.
         Within individual Dictionary entries, terms that have their own entries are in boldface type the first time that they appear. Further cross-referencing is achieved through the
         use of See and See also references at the end of entries. Note that “South Korea” is not cross-referenced.
      

      
      Measurements

      
      Both Koreas use the metric system for all measurements, so metric measurements are
         used throughout, with nonmetric equivalents given in parentheses.
      

      
      Prices and Costs

      
      Prices and costs are given in U.S. dollars, as far as possible at rates current in
         the period to which they refer.
      

      
      
   
      Acronyms and Abbreviations

      
         
         
         
      

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  ADIZ

               
               
               	
                  Air Defense Identification Zone

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AFKN

               
               
               	
                  American Forces Korea Network

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ANSP

               
               
               	
                  Agency for National Security Planning (Kukka anjun kihoekbu)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  APEC

               
               
               	
                  Asia–Pacific Economic Cooperation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ASEAN

               
               
               	
                  Association (for) Southeast Asian Nations

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ASPAC

               
               
               	
                  Asia and Pacific Council

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BA

               
               
               	
                  bachelor of arts

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BCG

               
               
               	
                  Bacillus Calmette-Guérin

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BSE

               
               
               	
                  bovine spongiform encephalopathy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  C

               
               
               	
                  centigrade

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CBE

               
               
               	
                  Commander of the Order of the British Empire

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CCF

               
               
               	
                  Combined Forces Command

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CEO

               
               
               	
                  chief executive officer

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CGT

               
               
               	
                  compensated gross ton

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chamintu

               
               
               	
                  Chauju minju tujaeng (Self-Oriented Struggle for Democracy)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chondaehyop

               
               
               	
                  Chonguk taehaksaeng taeptyo hyupuihoe (National Council of Representatives of University Students)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chongyojo

               
               
               	
                  National Teachers’ Union

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chonminyon

               
               
               	
                  Chonguk minjujuui undong yonhaphoe (National Coalition for a People’s Democratic Movement)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chonnohyop

               
               
               	
                  Chonguk nodong chohap hyupuihoe (National Council of Labor Unions)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chonnong

               
               
               	
                  Chonguk nongmin chohap chongyunmaeng (National Federation of Farmers’ Unions)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chonpyong

               
               
               	
                  Chonguk nodong chohap pyunguihoe (National Council of Korean Labor Unions)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CIC

               
               
               	
                  Counterintelligence Corps (Dukmudae)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  cm

               
               
               	
                  centimeter

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPD

               
               
               	
                  Council for the Promotion of Democracy (Minjujuui choksung hyupuihoe)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPNR

               
               
               	
                  Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction (Kunguk chunbi wiwunhoe)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPV

               
               
               	
                  Chinese People’s Volunteers

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DEcon

               
               
               	
                  doctor of economics

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DJP

               
               
               	
                  Democratic Justice Party (Minju chunguidang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DKP

               
               
               	
                  Democratic Korea Party (Minju hangukdang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DLP

               
               
               	
                  Democratic Liberal Party (Chayu minjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DMB

               
               
               	
                  digital mobile broadcasting

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DMZ

               
               
               	
                  Demilitarized Zone

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DP

               
               
               	
                  Democratic Party (Minjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DPhil

               
               
               	
                  doctor of philosophy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DPP

               
               
               	
                  Democratic People’s Party (Minkukdang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DPRK

               
               
               	
                  Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (Chosun mimjujuui inmin konghwaguk—North Korea)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DRP

               
               
               	
                  Democratic Republican Party (Minju konghwadang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DSC

               
               
               	
                  Defense Security Command

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DSP

               
               
               	
                  Democratic Socialist Party

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ELINT

               
               
               	
                  electromagnetic intelligence

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EPB

               
               
               	
                  Economic Planning Board

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EPS

               
               
               	
                  Employment Permit System

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EU

               
               
               	
                  European Union

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  F

               
               
               	
                  Fahrenheit

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FIFA

               
               
               	
                  Fédération internationale de football association

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FTA

               
               
               	
                  free trade agreement

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GNI

               
               
               	
                  gross national income

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GNP

               
               
               	
                  Grand National Party (Hannaradang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GNP

               
               
               	
                  gross national product

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  G7

               
               
               	
                  Group of Seven

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Hanguk noryon

               
               
               	
                  Hanuk nodong chohap chongynmaeng (General Federation of Korean Labor Unions)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  HCI

               
               
               	
                  heavy and chemical industries

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IAAF

               
               
               	
                  International Athletic Association Federation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IAEA

               
               
               	
                  International Atomic Energy Agency

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ICA

               
               
               	
                  International Cooperative Alliance

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ICFTU

               
               
               	
                  International Confederation of Free Trade Unions

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IFANS

               
               
               	
                  Institute for Foreign Affairs and National Security

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IFDI

               
               
               	
                  inward foreign direct investment

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IHO

               
               
               	
                  International Hydrographic Organization

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IMF

               
               
               	
                  International Monetary Fund

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  INSS

               
               
               	
                  Institute for National Security Strategy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IT

               
               
               	
                  information technology

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JSA

               
               
               	
                  Joint Security Area

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KA

               
               
               	
                  Korean Air

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KAIS

               
               
               	
                  Korean Advanced Institute of Science

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KAIST

               
               
               	
                  Korea Advanced Institute for Science and Technology

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KAL

               
               
               	
                  Korean Airlines

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KARI

               
               
               	
                  Korea Aerospace Research Institute

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KBRAS

               
               
               	
                  Korea Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KBS

               
               
               	
                  Korea Broadcasting System

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KCFT

               
               
               	
                  Korean Coalition for the Future

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KCIA

               
               
               	
                  Korean Central Intelligence Agency (Chungang chungbobu)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KCP

               
               
               	
                  Korean Communist Party (Chosun kongsan-dang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KCTU

               
               
               	
                  Korean Confederation of Trades Unions

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KDI

               
               
               	
                  Korean Development Institute

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KDP

               
               
               	
                  Korean Democratic Party (Hanguk minjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KEDCF

               
               
               	
                  Korean Economic Development Cooperation Fund

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KEDI

               
               
               	
                  Korean Educational Development Institute

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KEDO

               
               
               	
                  Korean (Peninsula) Energy Development Organization

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KEPCO

               
               
               	
                  Korean Electric Power Company

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KINU

               
               
               	
                  Korea Institute of National Unification

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KIST

               
               
               	
                  Korea Institute of Science and Technology

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KIZ

               
               
               	
                  Kaesong Industrial Zone

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  km

               
               
               	
                  kilometer

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KMA

               
               
               	
                  Korean Military Academy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KNCW

               
               
               	
                  Korean National Council of Women

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KNP

               
               
               	
                  Korean National Party (Hanguk kungmindang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KNP

               
               
               	
                  Korean National Police

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KNR

               
               
               	
                  Korean National Railroad

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KNRC

               
               
               	
                  Korean National Red Cross

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KNTO

               
               
               	
                  Korean National Tourist Organization

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KOTRA

               
               
               	
                  Korea Trade Promotion Association

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KSLV-1

               
               
               	
                  Korea Space Launch Vehicle 1

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KTX

               
               
               	
                  Korea Train Express

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KWDI

               
               
               	
                  Korean Women’s Development Institute

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KWP

               
               
               	
                  Korean Workers’ Party (North Korea-Choson nodongtang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LBGT

               
               
               	
                  lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transsexual

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LCNS

               
               
               	
                  Legislative Council for National Security (Kukka powi ippop hoeui)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LDP

               
               
               	
                  Liberal Democratic Party

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LiNK

               
               
               	
                  Liberty in North Korea

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LP

               
               
               	
                  Liberal Party (Chayudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LWR

               
               
               	
                  light water reactor

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MAC

               
               
               	
                  Military Armistice Commission

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MBC

               
               
               	
                  Munhwa Broadcasting Corporation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MDL

               
               
               	
                  Military Demarcation Line

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MDP

               
               
               	
                  Millennium Democratic Party (Seochonnyonminjudang, or Minjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MFA

               
               
               	
                  Ministry of Foreign Affairs

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Minchong

               
               
               	
                  Chosun minju chonguyon tongmaeng (Alliance of Democratic Korean Youth)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Minchuwi

               
               
               	
                  Minjujuüi chujin wiwnhoe (Committee for Promotion of Democracy)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Minjon

               
               
               	
                  Chosun minjujuui minjok chonson (Korean National Democratic Front)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Mintongyon

               
               
               	
                  Minjujuui tongil yonmaeng (Joint Masses Movement for Democracy and Unification)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MP

               
               
               	
                  Masses (People’s) Party (Minjungdang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MRC

               
               
               	
                  Military Revolutionary Committee (Kunsa hyongmyonghoe)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MSc

               
               
               	
                  master of science

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MTCR

               
               
               	
                  Missile Technology Control Regime

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MV

               
               
               	
                  motor vessel

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NACF

               
               
               	
                  National Agricultural Cooperative Federation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NCNP

               
               
               	
                  National Council for New Politics

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NCU

               
               
               	
                  National Conference for Unification (Tongil kungmin hoeui)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NCWO

               
               
               	
                  National Council of Women’s Organizations

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NDP

               
               
               	
                  New Democratic Party (Shinminjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NDRP

               
               
               	
                  New Democratic Republican Party (Shinminju konghwadang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NDUP

               
               
               	
                  New Democratic United Party (Shinminju yonhaptang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NIS

               
               
               	
                  National Intelligence Service (Kukka chongbowon)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NKDP

               
               
               	
                  New Korea Democratic Party (Shin hanguk minjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NKP

               
               
               	
                  New Korea Party (Saehandang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NKPH

               
               
               	
                  New Korea Party of Hope (Huimanghui sinhagukdang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NLL

               
               
               	
                  Northern Limit Line

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NNSC

               
               
               	
                  Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Nonghyop

               
               
               	
                  Nongop hyoptong chohap (Association of Agricultural Cooperatives)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NPT

               
               
               	
                  Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NSS

               
               
               	
                  Nuclear Security Summit

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OBE

               
               
               	
                  Officer of the Order of the British Empire

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OECD

               
               
               	
                  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OFDI

               
               
               	
                  outward foreign direct investment

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PhD

               
               
               	
                  doctor of philosophy

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PNPR

               
               
               	
                  Party for New Political Reform

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  POSCO

               
               
               	
                  Pohang Steel Corporation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PPD

               
               
               	
                  Party for Peace and Democracy (Pyonghwa minjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PPP

               
               
               	
                  purchasing power parity

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PR

               
               
               	
                  proportional representation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PRC

               
               
               	
                  People’s Republic of China

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PSI

               
               
               	
                  Proliferation Security Initiative

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Psy

               
               
               	
                  pseudonym of Park Jae-Sang

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RDP

               
               
               	
                  Reunification Democratic Party (Tongil minjudang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ROC

               
               
               	
                  Republic of China

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ROK

               
               
               	
                  Republic of Korea (Daehan minguk—South Korea)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Sam mintuwi

               
               
               	
                  Committee for the Three People’s Struggles

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SCAP

               
               
               	
                  Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SCNR

               
               
               	
                  Supreme Council for National Reconstruction (Kukka chaegon choego oeui)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SCNSM

               
               
               	
                  Special Committee for National Security Measures (Kukka powi pisang taechtaek wiwonhoe)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SEZ 

               
               
               	
                  Special Economic Zone

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SIGINT

               
               
               	
                  signals intelligence

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SKIG

               
               
               	
                  South Korean Interim Government (Namchosun kwado chongbu)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SKILA

               
               
               	
                  South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly (Namchosun kwado ippop uiwon)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SKWP

               
               
               	
                  South Korean Workers’ Party (Namchosun nodongtang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SNU

               
               
               	
                  Seoul National University

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  sq km

               
               
               	
                  square kilometer

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Taehan nochong

               
               
               	
                  Taehan Tongnip choksong nodong chongdongmaeng (General Alliance of Laborers for Rapid Realization of Korean Independence)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Taehan noryon

               
               
               	
                  Tachan nodong chohap chongyonmaeng (General Federation of Korean Labor Unions)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TB

               
               
               	
                  tuberculosis

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TGV

               
               
               	
                  train à grande vitesse (French—high-speed train)

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Tokchok

               
               
               	
                  Tongnip choksong kungmin hyopuihoe (National Council for Rapid Realization of Korean Independence)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UAE

               
               
               	
                  United Arab Emirates

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ULD

               
               
               	
                  United Liberal Democrats (Jayuminju yonmaeng)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UN

               
               
               	
                  United Nations

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNC

               
               
               	
                  United Nations Command

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNCURK

               
               
               	
                  United Nations Commission for Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNESCO

               
               
               	
                  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNKRA

               
               
               	
                  United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNP

               
               
               	
                  Unification National Party

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNTCOK

               
               
               	
                  United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UPP

               
               
               	
                  Unified Progressive Party

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UPP

               
               
               	
                  United People’s Party (Tongil kungmindang)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USAFIK

               
               
               	
                  United States Armed Forces in Korea

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USAMGIK

               
               
               	
                  United States Army Military Government in Korea

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USP

               
               
               	
                  Unification Socialist Party

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USS

               
               
               	
                  United States [War]Ship

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USSR

               
               
               	
                  Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  WHO

               
               
               	
                  World Health Organization

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  YMCA

               
               
               	
                  Young Men’s Christian Association

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Yujonghoe

               
               
               	
                  Yushin chonguhoe (Political Fraternal Society for Revitalizing Reform)
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  YWCA

               
               
               	
                  Young Women’s Christian Association

               
            

         
      

      

      
      
   
      Maps

      
         
         
         
      

      
      

      Map of South Korea

      

      
      Map of East Asia

      

      
      Map of the Korean Peninsula

      

      
      
   
      Chronology

      
         
         
         
      

      
      Dates prior to 1876 are from the lunar calendar; dates prior to 1945 refer to the
         entire Korean Peninsula.
      

      
      ca. 30,000–2333 BC: Prehistoric Periods

      
      ca. 30,000 BC Paleolithic culture.
      

      
      ca. 6000 BC Neolithic pointed-bottom pottery, flat-bottom pottery, and comb-marked pottery appear.
      

      
      ca. 2333–108 BC: The Old Chosun Period

      
      ca. 2333 BC Traditional date of the founding of the Kingdom of Chosun by Tangun.
      

      
      ca. 1200 BC Beginning of the Bronze Age. 
      

      
      ca. 1122 BC Kija Chosun established. 
      

      
      ca. 300 BC Beginning of the Iron Age.
      

      
      ca. 194 BC Rise of Wiman Chosun in the north and the three federations of the Han tribes in the
         south.
      

      
      108 BC Invasion of Korea by Emperor Wu of the Han dynasty of China.
      

      
      57 BC–AD 668: The Three Kingdoms Period

      
      57 BC Founding of the state of Saro (later renamed Silla).
      

      
      37 BC The state of Koguryo emerges in Manchuria.
      

      
      13 BC The state of Paekche emerges in central Korea.
      

      
      AD 313 End of the Chinese Lolang commandery in Korea.
      

      
      372 Official adoption of Buddhism and establishment of a school for Confucian studies
         in Koguryo.
      

      
      382 Official adoption of Buddhism in Paekche.
      

      
      427 Capital of Koguryo relocated to Wanggomsong (now Pyongyang).
      

      
      528 Buddhism adopted in Silla.
      

      
      612 Koguryo defeats invasion of the Sui (Chinese) forces.
      

      
      644–655 Invasions of the Tang (Chinese) forces.
      

      
      663 Combined Silla and Chinese forces destroy Paekche.
      

      
      668 Combined Silla and Chinese forces destroy Koguryo.
      

      
      668–918: Silla Unified Korea

      
      699 The Kingdom of Barhae (Bohai) emerges in Manchuria.
      

      
      727 Monk Hyecho returns from pilgrimage to China and India.
      

      
      892 Founding of the Later Paekche Kingdom.
      

      
      901 Founding of the Later Koguryo Kingdom.
      

      
      918–1392: Koryo Period

      
      
         	
            
            Wang Kun founds the Koryo Kingdom.

         

      

      
      
         	
            
            Last Silla king surrenders to Koryo.

         

      

      
      936 Overthrow of the Later Paekche and reunification of the Korean Peninsula.
      

      
      993 Khitan invasion.
      

      
      998 Chinese civil service examination system adopted.
      

      
      1011 Wooden block publication of Buddhist Tripitaka.
      

      
      1018 Second Khitan invasion.
      

      
      1104 Jurchen invasion.
      

      
      1145 Kim Bu-sik completes Samguk sagi.
      

      
      1170 Chang Chun-bu’s rebellion.
      

      
      1196 Choe Chung-hon’s coup and establishment of Choe clan dictatorship.
      

      
      1231 First Mongol invasion.
      

      
      1232 Flight of the Koryo court to Kanghwa Island. Second Mongol invasion.
      

      
      1234 Casting of movable metal type.
      

      
      1235 Third Mongol invasion.
      

      
      1251 Publication of the Tripitaka Koreana.
      

      
      1258 End of the Choe dictatorship.
      

      
      1259 Peace with the Mongols and acceptance of Mongol domination.
      

      
      1270 Return of the Koryo court to Kaegyong (Kaesong). Korea’s acceptance of Mongol vassalage.
         The Sambyolcho rebellion.
      

      
      1273 End of the Sambyolcho rebellion.
      

      
      1274 First Mongol–Korean expedition to Japan.
      

      
      1281 Ilyon’s Samguk yusa published. Second Mongol–Korean expedition to Japan.
      

      
      1388 Coup d’état by General Yi Song-gye.
      

      
      1392 End of the Koryo Kingdom.
      

      
      1392–1910: The Yi Dynasty

      
      1394 Hanyang (now Seoul) becomes the capital of Korea.
      

      
      1420 Founding of the Royal Academy of Scholars.
      

      
      1432 Publication of Geography of the Eight Provinces.
      

      
      1446 Promulgation of the new Korean script (hangul).
      

      
      1452 Publication of the Koryosa (History of Koryo).
      

      
      1498 First purge of scholars.
      

      
      1502 Second purge of scholars.
      

      
      1519 Third purge of scholars.
      

      
      1545 Fourth purge of scholars. 
      

      
      1562 Lim Ko-jong’s rebellion.
      

      
      1592 April: Japanese invasion. July: Construction of ironclad war vessels (turtle boats) leads to Admiral Yi Sun-shin’s
         great naval victory.
      

      
      1597 January: Second Japanese invasion.
      

      
      1598 October: Withdrawal of Japanese troops from Korea. 
      

      
      ca. 1610 First Korean contacts with Roman Catholicism in China.
      

      
      1624 Yi Kwal’s rebellion.
      

      
      1627 First Manchu invasion.
      

      
      1628 Crew of a shipwrecked Dutch vessel rescued off Cheju Island and taken to Seoul.
      

      
      1636 Second Manchu invasion. 
      

      
      ca. 1650 Beginning of the Sirhak (practical learning) movement.
      

      
      1653   August: Dutch ship, the Sparrow Hawk, wrecked off Cheju Island and crew taken to Seoul.
      

      
      1654 Korean rifle troops sent against the Russians in Manchuria on behalf of the Manchu.
      

      
      1712 New Sino–Korean boundary line established.
      

      
      1728 Yi Rin-jwa’s rebellion.
      

      
      1784 First Catholic church established in Seoul.
      

      
      1785 Catholicism banned.
      

      
      1790 Publication of An Chong-bok’s Outline History of Korea.
      

      
      1801 First anti-Catholic persecution.
      

      
      1812 Hong Kyong-nae’s rebellion.
      

      
      1831 Arrival of French priests and establishment of Korean Catholic diocese.
      

      
      1839 Anti-Catholic edicts.
      

      
      1854 April: Arrival of Russian admiral Putiatin.
      

      
      1860 Choe Che-u founds the Tonghak sect.
      

      
      1864 22 January: Beginning of the reign of King Kojong and the regency of the Taewongun. Choe Che-u
         executed.
      

      
      1866 February: Large-scale anti-Catholic persecution. August: American merchant ship, the General Sherman, destroyed at Pyongyang. September–October: Attack by French naval forces.
      

      
      1871 May–July: Attack by U.S. forces. Korea proclaims policy of isolation.
      

      
      1873 December: End of Taewongun’s regency.
      

      
      1875   September: Japanese warship Unyo-kan incident; Japanese troops land at Taegu.
      

      
      1876   February: Arrival of six Japanese naval vessels. Kanghwa Treaty with Japan signed 26 February.
         April–July: Korean diplomatic mission to Japan. 26 August: Supplementary treaty and trade regulations signed with Japan.
      

      
      1879 Opening of Taegu to Japanese traders.
      

      
      1880   May: Opening of Wonsan to Japanese. August–September: Kim Hong-jip’s mission to Japan.
      

      
      1881   January: Establishment of the Office for the Management of State Affairs.
      

      
      1882 Publication of William Elliot Griffis’s Corea: The Hermit Nation. March: Beginning of modern military training. 22 May: Chemulpo Treaty signed with the United States. 9 June: Military insurrection; Chinese forces take Taewongun to China. 20 September: Pak Yong-hyo’s mission to Japan. 26 December: Foreign Office established.
      

      
      1883   1 January: Chemulpo renamed Inchon. June: Opening of Inchon. September: Min Yong-ik heads first Korean mission to the United States. 30 October:  Hansong Sunho, the first Korean newspaper, founded. 26 November: Korean–British and Korean–German treaties.
      

      
      1884   21 June: Korean–Italian Treaty. 7 July: Korean–Russian Treaty. September: Dr. Horace N. Allen, first Protestant missionary, arrives. 4 December: Progressive (Post Office) coup; Chinese military intervention and the flight of the
         Progressives to Japan.
      

      
      1885   9 January: Korean–Japanese Agreement. 15 April: British occupation of Komundo (Port Hamilton). 18 April: Sino–Japanese Tianjin Agreement. 5 October: Taewongun returns from China.
      

      
      1886   January: Ewha school for girls established. 4 June: Franco–Korean Treaty.
      

      
      1887   27 February: British forces evacuate Komundo. October: First Korean minister Pak Chong-yang arrives in the United States.
      

      
      1894   March: Tonghak uprising. 25 July: Sino–Japanese War begins. 26 July: Establishment of the Deliberative Council and the beginning of the Kabo Reform. 26 August: Korea–Japan Mutual Defense Agreement.
      

      
      1895   7 January: King Kojong takes an oath before his ancestors’ shrine and proclaims a royal charter,
         Honghom sipsajo, asserting Korea’s independence. 18 January: Cabinet system established. 17 April: Treaty of Shimonoseki ends the Sino–Japanese War. 8 October: Assassination of Queen Min. 30 December: Hair-Cutting Ordinance.
      

      
      1896   1 January: Gregorian calendar adopted. 11 February: Flight of king and the crown prince to the Russian legation. 7 April:  The Independent newspaper published. 14 May: Waeber–Komura Memorandum issued. 9 June: Lobanov–Yamagata Protocol signed. 2 July: Min–Lobanov Agreement; Independence Club established. August: Korea divided into 13 provinces. 21 November: Construction of the Independence Gate.
      

      
      1897   20 February: King Kojong leaves the Russian legation. 12 October: Tae Han Empire proclaimed; King Kojong becomes emperor.
      

      
      1898   22 February: Death of Taewongun. 20 May: Ports of Songjin, Kunsan, and Masan opened to foreign trade. 4 November: Abolition of the Independence Club and arrest of its leaders.
      

      
      1899   4 May: Streetcar operation begins in Seoul.
      

      
      1900   10 April: Seoul streetlights installed. 12 November: Seoul–Inchon railway opens.
      

      
      1901   23 March: Korean–Belgian Treaty.
      

      
      1902   15 July: Korean–Danish Treaty. 23 July: Korean–Austrian Treaty.
      

      
      1903 Seoul YMCA and Seoul Medical School founded.
      

      
      1904   8 February: Russo–Japanese War begins. 23 February: Korean–Japanese Protocol. 22 August: Korean–Japanese Agreement; pro-Japanese organization, Ilchinhoe, founded.
      

      
      1905   21 March: Western weights and measures adopted. 25 May: Seoul–Taegu railway opens. June: New monetary system introduced. 10 August:  Korean Daily News/Daehan Maeil Shinbo published. 5 September: Treaty of Portsmouth (New Hampshire) ends Russo–Japanese War. 17 November: Japanese–Korean Agreement on the establishment of a protectorate.
      

      
      1906   28 January: Tonghak sect renamed Chondo-gyo. 1 February: Japanese statesman Ito Hirobumi appointed first resident-general in Korea. April: Seoul–Shinuiju railway opens. August: New public school ordinance.
      

      
      1907   May: Formation of Yi Wan-yong cabinet. June: New cabinet system adopted; Kojong’s envoys attend The Hague World Peace Conference.
         20 July: Kojong abdicates. 24 July: New Korean–Japanese Agreement; new press and public security laws. 31 July: Korean army disbanded; Righteous Armies begin anti-Japanese guerrilla war. 27 August: Coronation of Emperor Sunjong. 18 November: Six-article imperial charter proclaimed.
      

      
      1908   April: Ordinance concerning girls’ schools. August: Ordinance concerning private schools.
      

      
      1909   February–April: New tax laws. 4 March: Family Registration Law passed. 5 July: Sone Arasuke succeeds Ito Hirobumi as Japanese resident-general. 12 July: Japanese assume judicial administration. 31 July: Abolition of the Ministry of Defense and the Korean military school. 4 September: Signing of Sino–Japanese Treaty concerning Chien-tao (Kando); new boundary established
         between Korea and Manchuria. 26 October: Ito Hirobumi assassinated at Harbin station. 24 November: Opening of the Bank of Korea (became Central Bank of Chosen in 1910; renamed Bank
         of Chosen on 29 March 1911).
      

      
      1910   22 August: Treaty of Annexation signed; end of the Yi dynasty and Korean independence.
      

      
      1910–1945: Japanese Colonial Period

      
      1910 1 October: Government-general of Korea established; beginning of land survey.
      

      
      1914 Seoul–Wonsan railway opened.
      

      
      1918 Land survey completed.
      

      
      1919   22 January: Death of former emperor Kojong. 8 February: Korean students in Tokyo issue Declaration of Independence. 1 March: Beginning of Independence Movement. 11 April: Establishment of the Korean provisional government in exile in Shanghai.
      

      
      1920   5 March:  Chosun Ilbo published. 1 April:  Dong-A Ilbo published. 21 October: Korean insurgents’ victory at Chongsan-ri.
      

      
      1925   17 April: Foundation of the Korean Communist Party in Seoul.
      

      
      1926   25 April: Death of former emperor Sunjong. 10 June: Independence demonstrations in Seoul.
      

      
      1929 30 October: Kwangju student incident. 3 November: Nationwide anti-Japanese student movement begins.
      

      
      1931   July: Anti-Chinese activities in Korea.
      

      
      1932   8 January: Yi Pong-chan attempts to assassinate the Japanese emperor at the Sakurada Gate in
         Tokyo. 1 March: Establishment of the Japanese puppet state of Manzhouguo (Manchukuo). 29 April: Yun Pong-gil’s bomb attack at Hongkou Park in Shanghai.
      

      
      1937   7 July: Marco Polo bridge incident; outbreak of Sino–Japanese War.
      

      
      1938   26 February: Special Army Volunteer Ordinance in Korea. 1 October: Beginning of labor mobilization.
      

      
      1940   11 February: Ordinance concerning the adoption of Japanese-style family and given names by Koreans.
         10 August: Closure of Korean-language newspapers.
      

      
      1941   7 December: Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor; Pacific War begins.
      

      
      1942   8 May: Mobilization of Koreans into the Japanese imperial army. 1 September: Arrest of Korean Linguistic Society leaders.
      

      
      1943   20 October: Korean students mobilized into the Japanese army. 1 December: The Allies’ Cairo Agreement states that “in due course, Korea shall become free and
         independent.”
      

      
      1944   20 January: General mobilization of Korean youth into the Japanese armed forces.
      

      
      1945   8 August: Soviet Union declares war on Japan. 11 August: Soviet–U.S. agreement on division of Korea at 38th parallel in order to take the Japanese
         surrender; Soviet forces move into Korea. 15–16 August: Japan accepts Allies’ Potsdam ultimatum; end of Pacific War; liberation of Korea;
         formation of the Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction.
      

      
      1945–1948: The Allied Occupation Period

      
      1945 1 September: Nationalist Party formed. 2 September: Supreme Command of the Allied Powers in the Pacific (SCAP) announces the division
         of Korea into U.S. and Soviet military operational zones along the 38th parallel line.
         6 September: People’s Republic of Korea proclaimed. 7 September: Landing of U.S. troops. 9 September: Japanese governor-general signs surrender. 11 September: Establishment of the U.S. Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK). 12 September: Korean Communist Party reestablished in Seoul. 16 September: Formation of the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party. 21 October: Establishment of South Korean national police. 7 November: Students’ anticommunist uprising in Shinuiju on the Sino–Korean border. 12 November: Korean People’s Party formed. 28 December: Moscow Agreement on Korea announced; eruption of antitrusteeship demonstrations. 30 December: Right-wing nationalist Song Chin-u of the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party assassinated.
      

      
      1946   3 January: Nationwide antitrusteeship strikes and demonstrations; fall of the nationalists in
         the north and the flight of the Korean (Chosun) Democratic Party to the south. 19 January: Democratic People’s Front formed. 14 February: Representative Democratic Council established. 13 March: Student uprising in Hamhung in the north. 30 March: Communist-inspired labor strikes in Taegu and elsewhere in the south. October: Communist-inspired labor uprising and railway workers’ strike in Taegu. 7 October: Coalition Committee for Cooperation between the rightists and the leftists formed.
         12 November: Socialist Workers’ Party formed. 23 November: Korean Communist Party renamed the South Korean Workers’ Party (merged with the People’s
         and the New People’s Party). 12 December: South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly established.
      

      
      1947   18 February: Supreme People’s Assembly established in the north; Central People’s Committee becomes
         the central government of North Korea. 24 May: Working People’s Party formed in the south. 3 June: South Korean interim government established in Seoul. 19 July: Left-wing leader Yo Un-Hyong assassinated. 14 November: United Nations General Assembly adopts Korean resolution; creation of the UN Temporary
         Commission on Korea (UNTCOK). 2 December: Assassination of Chang Tok-su of the Korean Democratic Party.
      

      
      1948   3 April: Cheju Island rebellion. 19–21 April: Kim Ku, Kim Kyu-shik, and others make a journey to Pyongyang for a joint conference
         with the North Korean Communists. 10 May: UN-sponsored general elections in South Korea. 14 May: North Korea suspends electric power supply to South Korea. 31 May: South Korean National (Constituent) Assembly convenes. 12 July: South Korea adopts a constitution; election of the president and the vice president.
      

      
      1948–: The Republic of Korea

      
      1948 15 August: Republic of Korea (ROK; South Korea) established; inauguration of President Rhee Syngman;
         end of the U.S. occupation of South Korea. 9 September: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK; North Korea) established. 22 September: Law Concerning Punishment of Those Who Committed Crimes against the People (antitraitor
         law) passed. 2 October: Military insurrection on Cheju Island. 19–22 October: Yosu–Sunchon military insurrection. 2 November: Taegu military revolt. 13 November: Martial law proclaimed. 30 November: National Security Law passed. 9 December: UN recognition of the ROK.
      

      
      1949 February: Korean Democratic Party renamed Democratic Nationalist Party. 18 April: ROK Marine Corps activated. 20 May: 10 members of the National Assembly arrested as DPRK spies. 21 June: Land Reform Law passed. 26 June: Right-wing nationalist and head of the Korean Independence Party, Kim Ku, assassinated.
         29 June: U.S. troop withdrawals completed. 12 October: ROK Air Force established. 29 October: South Korean Workers’ Party and affiliated groups outlawed.
      

      
      1950 30 May: National Assembly elections. 12 June: Bank of Korea established. 25 June: Korean War begins. 27 June: UN Security Council calls for assistance to the ROK. 28 June: Seoul falls; ROK government retreats to Taejon. 30 June: U.S. president Harry Truman commits ground forces to Korea. 8 July: General Douglas MacArthur appointed commander of UN forces in Korea. 20 July: Fall of Taejon; ROK government retreats to Taegu. 4 August: Naktong River (Taegu) perimeter established. 15 August: ROK government establishes its wartime capital at Pusan. 15 September: Amphibious landing of UN troops at Inchon. 22 September: U.S. 8th Army breaks out from the Pusan perimeter. 27 September: UN forces recapture Seoul. 1 October: 3rd ROK Division crosses the 38th parallel. 7 October: U.S. forces cross the 38th parallel; UN General Assembly authorizes the crossing of
         the 38th parallel; establishment of UN Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation
         of Korea (UNCURK). 19 October: Fall of Pyongyang; “Chinese People’s Volunteers” cross the Yalu River into Korea.
         26 October: ROK forces reach the Yalu River. 27–31 October: First Chinese offensive. 25–26 November: Second Chinese offensive. 5 December: UN forces abandon Pyongyang. 24 December: Withdrawal of UN troops from DPRK. 31 December: Third Chinese offensive, south of the 38th parallel.
      

      
      1951 4 January: Fall of Seoul to North Korean and Chinese forces. 1 February: UN General Assembly condemns the People’s Republic of China as an aggressor. 11 February: Kochang incident. 7 March: Adoption of new educational system. 15 March: Recapture of Seoul. 3 April: UN forces at the 38th parallel. 11 April: General Matthew Ridgway replaces MacArthur as UN commander. 9 May: Vice President Yi Shi-yong resigns. 15 May: National Assembly elects Kim Song-su as vice president. 10 July: Truce negotiations begin at Kaesong behind North Korean/Chinese lines. 23 August: Truce talks suspended. 25 October: Truce talks resume at Panmunjom. 12 November: Operation Ratkiller begins against suspected guerrilla groups in South Korea. 23 December: Formation of the Liberal Party.
      

      
      1952 18 January: Declaration of the Rhee (Peace) Line. 17 April: Constitutional amendment proposed; premier resigns. 28 April: General Mark Clark replaces Ridgway as UN commander. 7 May: Prisoner-of-war uprising on Koje Island. 25 May: President Rhee proclaims martial law in the Taegu area. 29 May: Vice president resigns. 4 July: First constitutional amendment passed. 5 August: Reelection of President Rhee by popular vote. 1 October: Prisoner-of-war uprising on Cheju Island.
      

      
      1953 15 February: Monetary reform replaces the won with hwan notes, at a rate of 100 to 1. 8 March and 10 May: Labor laws passed. 20 April: Sick and wounded prisoners of war released in Operation Little Switch; diplomatic
         and other civilian detainees released by the North Koreans. 18 June: President Rhee releases 27,000 Communist prisoners of war. 10 July: President Rhee refuses to sign Armistice Agreement but agrees not to disrupt it. 13 July: Final Chinese offensive in the Kumsong area against ROK forces. 27 July: Korean armistice signed at Panmunjom. 28 July: First meeting of the Military Armistice Commission (MAC) at Panmunjom. 15 August: Return of the government to Seoul. 1 October: U.S.–ROK Mutual Defense Treaty signed.
      

      
      1954 20 May: National Assembly elections. April–June: Geneva Conference on Korea and Vietnam; ends without finding a solution to the Korean
         problem. 27 November: Second constitutional amendment passed.
      

      
      1955 18 September: Democratic Party (DP) formed. 8 December: South Korean UN application vetoed.
      

      
      1956 3 March: Korean Stock Exchange established. 20 March: Republican Party formed. 15 May: Reelection of President Rhee and election of Chang Myon of the Democratic Party as
         vice president. 16 June: Television broadcasting begins. 28 September: Assassination attempt on Chang Myon. 11 November: Progressive Party established.
      

      
      1957 2 July: UN Command Headquarters moves to Seoul from Tokyo. 9 September: South Korean UN application vetoed.
      

      
      1958 1 January: Passage of new election law. 13 January: Cho Pong-am and other Progressive Party leaders arrested as spies. February: New Civil Law promulgated. 16 February: (South) Korean National Airlines aircraft hijacked to North Korea. 2 May: National Assembly elections. 8 December: South Korean UN application vetoed. 26 December: New National Security Law.
      

      
      1959 15 February: Japan–North Korea Red Cross Agreement on the repatriation of Koreans from Japan to
         North Korea. 30 April:  Kyonghyang Daily News suspended. 31 July: Cho Pong-am executed. 14 October: Repatriation of the first group of Koreans from Japan to North Korea. 26 October: Formation of the Federation of Labor Unions.
      

      
      1960 15 March: Reelection of President Rhee and election of Yi Ki-bung as vice president; beginning
         of demonstrations for nullification of election results; student demonstrations in
         Masan. 19 April: Student uprising in Seoul. 24 April: Resignation of Vice President Chang. 25 April: Demonstration by college professors and others. 27 April: Rhee and his cabinet resign. 22 May: Formation of the Teachers’ Labor Union. 29 May: Rhee exiled to Hawaii. 15 June: Constitutional amendments replace executive presidential system with a cabinet system.
         29 July: National Assembly elections. 13 August: Yun Po-son elected president. 15 August: Second Republic proclaimed. 28 August: Formation of the Chang Myon cabinet. 23–28 November: New constitution adopted. 25 November: Federation of Korean Labor Unions formed.
      

      
      1961 January: Emergence of the Reform and the Unification Socialist Parties. February: New Democratic Party established. March: Student demonstrations against the Anti-Communism Law. May: Student resolution to hold a conference of students from north and south at Panmunjom.
         16 May: Military coup d’état; fall of the Second Republic. 19 May: Military Revolutionary Committee established. 20 May: Military Revolutionary Committee renamed the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction.
         22 May: Dissolution of all political parties and suspension of the National Assembly. 6 June: Promulgation of Law Concerning Extraordinary Measures for National Reconstruction.
         10 June: Promulgation of the laws concerning the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction
         and the Central Intelligence Agency. 3 July: Promulgation of the Anti-Communist Law. 10 October: General Federation of Labor Unions established. 11–15 November: General Park Chung-hee visits Japan and the United States.
      

      
      1962 22 March: Promulgation of the Political Activities Purification Law; resignation of President
         Yun; General Park becomes acting president. 10 June: Second monetary reform; hwan replaced by the won at a rate of 10 to 1. October: Promulgation of national referendum law. November: Revised constitution published. 12 November: South Korea–Japan Agreement (KimOhira Memorandum). 17 December: National referendum approves new constitution by 78.8 percent. 26 December: New constitution in force; political party and other laws promulgated.
      

      
      1963 1 January: Ban on political activities lifted. 26 February: Democratic Republican Party formed. 15 May: Civil Rule Party formed. 18 July: Democratic Party formed. 1 August: Nationalist Party formed. 3 September: Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) formed. 15 October: Park Chung-hee elected president. 26 November: National Assembly unicameral elections. 17 December: Inauguration of President Park Chung-hee marks emergence of the Third Republic.
      

      
      1964 March–April: Demonstrations against South Korea–Japan talks on the normalization of relations.
         2–3 June: Violent student demonstrations in Seoul; promulgation of martial law in the Seoul
         area (to 29 July). 2 August: New press law passed. 5 October: Democratic and Nationalist Parties merge to form the Democratic Party. 31 October: South Korea–South Vietnam agreement on the dispatch of South Korean troops to Vietnam.
         27 November: Civil Rule and Liberal Democratic Parties merge to form the Civil Rule Party. 6–15 December: President Park visits West Germany.
      

      
      1965 11 May: Civil Rule and Democratic Parties merge to become the Masses (Minjung) Party. 16–17 May: President Park visits United States. 22 June: South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty signed; ratified by the National Assembly on
         14 August. 19 July: Former president Rhee Syngman dies in Hawaii. 13 August: National Assembly approves the dispatch of combat divisions to South Vietnam. 26 August: Garrison decree issued in the Seoul area.
      

      
      1966 February: President Park visits Malaysia, Thailand, and Taiwan. 30 May: New Korea Party formed. 14 June: First ministerial meeting of the Asia-Pacific Council in Seoul. 9 July: U.S.–South Korea Status of Forces Agreement signed. 2 November: U.S. president Lyndon B. Johnson visits South Korea. December: Democratic Socialist Party (DSP) formed.
      

      
      1967 11 February: New Korea Party and Masses Party unite to form the New Democratic Party (NDP). 22 March: Populist (Taejung) Party formed. 7 April: Unification Socialist Party (USP) formed. 27 April: Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) formed. 3 May: President Park reelected. 6 May: Democratic Party (DP) formed. 3 June: Election of seventh National Assembly. 8 July: Korean Central Intelligence Agency announces the East Berlin spy case. 13 December: All 34 accused in East Berlin spy case convicted by Seoul District Court.
      

      
      1968 21 January: North Korean commandos attempt to storm the presidential mansion in Seoul to assassinate
         President Park. 23 January: U.S. intelligence ship, USS Pueblo, seized by North Korean naval ships; surviving crew members released on 23 December.
         1 April: Homeland Reserve Forces formed. 30 May: Kim Jong-pil, chairman of the Democratic Party, resigns from the party and the National
         Assembly, announcing his retirement from politics. 4 November: 30-man North Korean commando team infiltrates on the east coast. 5 December: Charter for National Education issued.
      

      
      1969 15 May: South Korea’s first communications satellite is built. June–August: Mass demonstrations against proposed revision of the constitution. 20 August: President Park visits United States. 17 October: National referendum approves constitutional amendments. 11 December: South Korean passenger aircraft with 15 passengers is hijacked to the North.
      

      
      1970 15 August: President Park declares willingness to open contacts with North Korea if use of force
         is renounced. 24 December: Trade Law amended to allow trade with nonhostile communist countries.
      

      
      1971 12 March: Following partial U.S. troop withdrawals, South Korean forces take over responsibility
         for the whole truce line. 27 April: President Park reelected for third four-year term. 25 May: National Assembly elections. 6 August: North Korean premier Kim Il Sung proposes a summit meeting and contacts between nongovernmental
         organizations (NGOs). 20 September: North–South Red Cross societies begin talks. 15 October: Martial law proclaimed in the Seoul area. 6 December: President Park declares a state of national emergency. 26 December: Special Measures Law for National Security and Defense passed.
      

      
      1972 11 April: New Community Movement (Saemaul undong) launched. 4 July: Signing of the North–South joint communiqué and establishment of the North–South Coordinating
         Committee. 29 August: First round of full North–South Red Cross talks held at Pyongyang to discuss family
         reunions. 12 October: First North–South Coordinating Committee meeting held in Pyongyang; formally inaugurated
         30 November. 17 October: President Park imposes martial law throughout the country; some provisions of the
         constitution suspended; National Assembly dissolved and all political activities banned.
         21 November: Amended (Yushin) Constitution approved in a national referendum. 23 December: President Park elected the first six-year president by the newly formed National Conference
         for Unification. 27 December: Inauguration of President Park; beginning of the Fourth Republic. 30 December: New National Assembly Election Law and the new Political Party Law promulgated.
      

      
      1973 27 January: Formation of the Democratic Unification Party. 27 February: National Assembly elections. 10 March: Formation of the Yujonghoe, a progovernment group in the National Assembly. 12 March: North–South political talks in Pyongyang. 23 April: Announcement of the breakup of a North Korean spy ring. 23 June: President Park announces that the government will no longer oppose diplomatic relations
         between third countries and North Korea, and it is not opposed to simultaneous North–South
         entry to the UN. 8 August: Opposition politician Kim Dae-jung is kidnapped from a Tokyo hotel and taken to Seoul.
         28 August: North Korea suspends Red Cross and North–South Coordinating Committee meetings in
         protest against Kim Dae-jung kidnapping. 2 October: Anti-Yushin protests begin. 21 November: UN agrees by consensus to end UNCURK. 4 December: Launch of a movement to collect one million signatures for the revision of the constitution.
      

      
      1974 8 January: Presidential Emergency Decrees Numbers 1 and 2 ban all criticism of the constitution.
         14 January: Presidential Emergency Decree Number 3 issued. 3 April: Presidential Emergency Decree Number 4 issued. 15 August: Assassination attempt against President Park by a pro–North Korean from Japan; Park
         escapes, but his wife is killed. 23 August: Cancellation of Presidential Emergency Decrees Numbers 1 and 4. 15 November: UNC announces the discovery of an infiltration tunnel in the southern half of the
         Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).
      

      
      1975 12 February: National referendum reaffirms the 1972 Yushin Constitution. 26 February: North and South Korean naval vessels clash in the West Sea. 19 March: UNC announces the discovery of a second infiltration tunnel in the DMZ. 8 April: Presidential Emergency Decree Number 7. 13 May: Lifting of Presidential Emergency Decree Number 7; Presidential Emergency Decree Number
         9 issued. 15 September: 700 pro–North Koreans arrive from Japan on a visit. 19 November: UN General Assembly passes both pro–North Korean and pro–South Korean resolutions.
      

      
      1976 1 March: Declaration of Democratic National Salvation issued by dissident leaders (the Myongdong
         incident). 22 July: U.S. secretary of state Henry Kissinger proposes a conference of North and South Korea,
         China, and the United States to discuss Korea. 18 August: Two American army officers killed by North Korean troops at Panmunjom.
      

      
      1977 19 January: Operation of the first South Korean atomic power plant begins at Kori. 9 March: U.S. president Jimmy Carter announces withdrawal of U.S. ground combat troops from
         South Korea. October–December: Growing student demonstrations for constitutional reform. Association of dismissed
         professors is formed and issues Declaration of Democratic Education.
      

      
      1978 23 February: Justice Ministry decides to issue visas to nationals of “nonhostile” communist countries
         and of “left-leaning nonaligned nations” with which South Korea has no diplomatic
         relations. 21 April: Soviet air force intercepts a Korean Airlines Boeing 707 with 110 passengers and forces
         it down south of Murmansk. 30 April: Declaration of 12-mile territorial waters. 18 May: National Conference for Unification (NCU) elections. 12–26 June: Large student demonstrations in Seoul. 6 July: Reelection of President Park by the NCU; he is inaugurated on 27 December. 3 September: Minister for Health and Social Affairs Shin Hyon-hwak becomes the first South Korean
         cabinet minister to visit the Soviet Union when he attends a World Health Organization
         conference. 13–14 September: Violent student demonstrations in Seoul. 27 October: UNC announces discovery of a third tunnel in the DMZ. 7 November: U.S.–ROK Combined Forces Command (CFC) established. 12 December: National Assembly elections.
      

      
      1979 30 May: Kim Young-sam elected president of the New Democratic Party. 29 June: U.S. president Jimmy Carter visits South Korea. 9 August: Female workers of the Y. H. Trading Co. occupy National Democratic Party headquarters.
         8 September: Student demonstrations in Taegu. 9 September: Kim Young-sam’s party presidency suspended by the government. 4 October: Kim Young-sam expelled from the National Assembly. 9 October: Arrest of the alleged leaders of the “South Korean People’s Liberation Front.” 16 October: Violent student demonstrations in Taegu and Masan. 20 October: Proclamation of garrison law in the Taegu and Masan regions. 24 October: Violent student demonstrations in Taegu. 26 October: Assassination of President Park. 27 October: Proclamation of nationwide martial law; premier Choe Kyu-ha becomes acting president.
         6 December: NCU elects Choe Kyu-ha as president. 12 December: General Chun Doo-hwan stages a military coup; arrest of the martial law commander
         General Chong Sunghwa.
      

      
      1980 April–May: Mass student demonstrations in Seoul, Taegu, and other cities. 21 April: Coal miners’ strike at the Sapuk Mine. 17 May: Proclamation of martial law and Emergency Decree No. 10 banning all political activities,
         assemblies, and rallies; key political leaders arrested. 18–27 May: Kwangju uprising. 31 May: Special Committee for National Security Measures (SCNSM) formed. 16 August: Resignation of President Choe. 27 August: NCU elects Chun Doo-hwan president. 17 September: Kim Dae-jung given death sentence. 17 October: Martial law proclaimed. 22 October: Fifth Republic constitution approved; National Assembly dissolved; political parties
         disbanded. 27 October: Establishment of the Legislative Council for National Security (LCNS), replacing the
         National Assembly. 12 November: 835 former politicians banned from politics for eight years. 10 November: New Political Party Law promulgated. 14 November: Drastic plan to reorganize mass media (“massacre of mass media”) finalized. 15 November: Partial lifting of martial law. 1 December: KBS-TV begins color broadcasting. 26 December: National Security Law adopted; Korean CIA renamed the Agency for National Security
         Planning (ANSP).
      

      
      1981 15 January: Democratic Justice Party (DJP) formed. 17 January: Democratic Korea Party (DKP) formed. 23 January: Korean National Party (KNP) formed. 23 January: Kim Dae-jung’s death sentence commuted to life imprisonment. 28 January: President Chun visits United States. 11 February: Electoral college elections. 25 February: Chun Doo-hwan formally elected president. 3 March: Inauguration of President Chun and the Fifth Republic. 25 March: National Assembly elections. 25 June: President Chun visits the ASEAN nations. 30 September: Seoul beats Nagoya in Japan to host the 1988 Summer Olympics.
      

      
      1982 5 January: 36-year midnight to 4:00 a.m. curfew lifted. 16 October: Chinese MiG fighter plane lands near Seoul. 23 December: Kim Dae-jung leaves Korea for United States for medical treatment.
      

      
      1983 25 February: North Korean MiG-19 lands and its pilot seeks political asylum. 5 May: Hijacked Chinese passenger plane lands. 7 August: Chinese MiG-21 plane lands. 1 September: Korean Air flight KE 007 from Anchorage to Seoul shot down by a Soviet fighter plane
         in Soviet airspace. 8 October: President Chun embarks on a Southeast Asian tour. 9 October: Remote-controlled bomb aimed at the assassination of President Chun explodes at the
         Martyr’s Mausoleum in Rangoon, Burma, killing 18 South Korean ministers and advisers.
         17 October: New cabinet.
      

      
      1984 25 May: Eight South Koreans visit China for Davis Cup tennis tournament in Kunming, the first
         to visit China since 1949. 3 May: Pope John Paul II visits South Korea and canonizes 93 Korean and 10 French martyrs.
         30 June–14 November: Korean Broadcasting System runs family reunion program for those separated during
         the Korean War. 6–8 September: President Chun’s state visit to Japan. 14 September: South Korean National Red Cross accepts a North Korean Red Cross offer of flood relief
         materials. 12–14 November: U.S. president Ronald Reagan visits South Korea. 14 November: Democratic Justice Party HQ occupied by students. 15 November: First-ever inter-Korean economic conference at Panmunjom.
      

      
      1985 18 January: New Korea Democratic Party (NKDP) formed. 8 February: Kim Dae-jung returns from United States; largest student demonstration since 1980
         in Seoul. 12 February: National Assembly elections. 23 February: Roh Tae-woo becomes chairman of the Democratic Justice Party. 6 March: Restrictions lifted on the last group on the 1980 political blacklist. 3 April: Council for the Promotion of Democracy formed, with Kim Dae-jung and Kim Young-sam
         as cochairs. 7 April: Three People’s Struggle Committee (Sam mintuwi), a radical student organization, formed. 22 May: Students occupy Seoul U.S. Information Service building. 18 July: Arrest of core members of the Three People’s Struggle Committee and other radical
         student groups. 2 August: Kim Dae-jung and Kim Young-sam named as advisers to the president of the NKDP. 31 December: Lawmakers defecting from the NKDP form the New Conservative Club.
      

      
      1986 6 January: President Chun announces that he has no intention of rewriting the constitution during
         his tenure and that the question of changing the presidential election system ought
         to be debated in 1989. 5 April: President Chun embarks on a four-nation European tour. 29 May: Rival political parties agree to revise the constitution, advocating parliamentary
         government. 26 November: Government decides to construct a large dam near the 38th parallel in the eastern
         front in order to neutralize an alleged “water assault” from North Korea.
      

      
      1987 11 January: NKDP lawmakers begin sit-in strike at the National Assembly. 19 February: 270 opposition politicians put under house arrest and headquarters of the NKDP closed.
         11 March: Kim Dae-jung put under house arrest. 4 April: Government realigns 20 business firms. 8 April: Kim Daejung, Kim Young-sam, and many NKDP lawmakers announce intention to form a new
         party. 13 April: President Chun forbids debates on constitutional revision; states that his successor
         will be chosen under the current constitution. Widespread antigovernment demonstrations.
         21 April: Hunger strike by Catholic priests and nuns. 1 May: Kim Young-sam forms the Reunification Democratic Party (RDP) and becomes its president.
         26 May: Major cabinet reshuffle. 1–26 June: Nationwide antigovernment demonstrations. 10 June: DJP nominates Roh Tae-woo as its presidential candidate. 24 June: President Chun agrees to reopen constitutional revision debates. 29 June: Roh Tae-woo announces democratic reform plan. 1 July: President Chun accepts Roh’s demands. 5 August: Roh Tae-woo elected president of the DJP. 8 August: Kim Dae-jung joins Reunification Democratic Party. 12 October: National Assembly passes new constitution. 28 October: National referendum approves new constitution; Kim Jong-pil reconstitutes the former
         Democratic Republican Party as the New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP). 12 November: Kim Dae-jung forms the Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD) and becomes its presidential
         candidate. 29 November: Korean Air passenger plane destroyed over Andaman Sea by bombs planted by North Korean
         agents. 16 December: Roh Tae-woo elected president in first direct presidential election in 16 years.
      

      
      1988 8 February: Kim Young-sam resigns as president of the RDP. 25 February: Roh Tae-woo takes the oath of office as president of the Sixth Republic. 8 March: National Assembly passes new National Assembly Election Law. 12 March: Kim Young-sam resumes party presidency. 17 March: Kim Dae-jung resigns presidency of the PPD. 26 April: National Assembly elections. 8 May: Kim Dae-jung resumes PPD presidency. 10   July: Radical students launch a movement for talks on Korean unification with North Korean
         students at Panmunjom. 17 September–2 October: 24th Olympiad held in Seoul. 27 October: Government lifts ban on works of South Korean writers and artists who either emigrated
         or were abducted to North Korea. 23 November: Former president Chun makes formal apology for misdeeds of his relatives and the Fifth
         Republic on a national television broadcast and begins self-imposed exile with his
         wife at a remote Buddhist temple. 5 December: Major cabinet reshuffle.
      

      
      1989 21 January: 200 dissident groups form National Coalition for a People’s Democratic Movement (Chonguk minjok minju undong yonhap, or Chonminyon). 31 January: 47 former high-ranking officials of the Fifth Republic arrested on charges of irregularities
         and corruption. 1 February: Diplomatic relations established with Hungary; first South Korean direct importation
         of North Korean coal. 13 February: 15,000 farmers stage a violent antigovernment rally in front of the National Assembly
         building, clashing with riot police. 14 March: Minister of government administration resigns after issuing a warning against growing
         leftism. 13 April: Arrest of Reverend Moon Ik-hwan, who made a secret unauthorized visit to North Korea
         in March, on his return to Seoul. 3 May: Six police officers killed in a fire set by rioting antigovernment students at Dongeui
         University in Taegu; the United States agrees to relocate its military base from Seoul.
         12–13 May: Large peaceful antigovernment student demonstrations in Kwangju in commemoration of
         the May 1980 Kwangju uprising. 25 May: National Assembly’s Internal Affairs Committee passes bills concerning the punishment
         of firebomb users and restraining tear-gas use. 28 May: Nationwide teachers’ union formed in defiance of government ban. 9 June: President Roh cancels the promised midterm evaluation of his administration; radical
         student demonstrators call for the resignation of Roh and the withdrawal of U.S. troops.
         12–16 June: Kim Young-sam of the RDP and Ho Dam, chairman of the North Korean Peaceful Unification
         Committee, meet in Moscow. 19 June: Six ministers and the director of the ANSP replaced in cabinet reshuffle. 21 June: Ms. Lim Su-gyong leaves Seoul on a secret mission to North Korea, representing the
         National Council of Student Representatives (NCSR). 27 June: ANSP arrests Suh Kyong-won, former member of the PPD, who made secret visits to North
         Korea in August 1988, met Kim Il Sung, and received political funds. 29 July: Chinese delegate to the Korean Armistice Commission and his wife defect to South Korea
         across the DMZ. 2 August: ANSP question Kim Dae-jung in connection with the Suh Kyong-won case. 13 August: 5,500 students from 26 colleges hold anti-U.S. demonstrations; 300 students raid the
         U.S. ambassador’s residence. 15 August: Lim Su-gyong and a Roman Catholic priest, Moon Gyu-hyon, who visited North Korea from
         the United States to accompany her, are arrested after crossing the DMZ at Panmunjom.
         25 August: Kim Dae-jung indicted on charge of violation of the National Security Law and the
         Foreign Exchange Control Law (charges later dropped). 11 September: President Roh puts forward new Korean reunification formula at the National Assembly.
         4 October: 44th International Eucharistic Congress opens in Seoul. 7 October: Pope John Paul II makes second Korea visit. 16 October: Delegates at North–South Red Cross working-level talks agree to exchange visitors
         and art tours; President Roh visits United States. 1 November: Establishment of diplomatic relations with Poland. 13 November: 15,000 antigovernment students from 78 colleges clash with riot police. 18 November: President Roh embarks on a state visit to four European countries. 27 December: Ministry of Culture and Public Information split into Ministry of Culture and the
         Office of Public Information; creation of a new Ministry of Environmental Control.
         28 December: Diplomatic relations established with Yugoslavia. 31 December: Former president Chun testifies at the National Assembly on the wrongdoings of the
         Fifth Republic; President Roh declares that the issues connected with the Fifth Republic
         are settled.
      

      
      1990 23 January: President Roh announces merger of the DJP with the RDP to form the Democratic Liberal
         Party (DLP). 3 March: Fourth North Korean infiltration tunnel discovered. 24 March: Violent student demonstrations; labor strikes at KBS and Hyundai Heavy Industries.
         4 June: President Roh meets Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev in San Francisco. 6 June: Democratic Party formed. 30 September: South Korea and the Soviet Union establish diplomatic relations. 13 December: President Roh makes state visit to the Soviet Union. 27 December: Premier, a vice minister, and several ministers replaced in a major cabinet reshuffle.
      

      
      1991 23 January: 134-man military medical team leaves for Saudi Arabia to join Operation Desert Storm.
         30 January: South Korea opens permanent trade mission in Beijing. 26 March: First local elections for 30 years for small cities, counties, and ward councils.
         19–20 April: President Roh and Soviet president Gorbachev hold summit meeting on Cheju Island.
         27 April: 27-member South Korean delegation attends the Inter-Parliamentary Union meeting in
         Pyongyang. 7 May: South Korean expedition team reaches the South Pole. 22 May: Premier Ro Chae-bong resigns. 24 May: Major cabinet reshuffle. 20 June: Provincial and special city assemblies’ elections. 22 August: South Korea and Albania establish diplomatic relations. 17 September: Two Koreas become full UN members. 1 October: South Korean army takes over security in the DMZ and the joint security area at Panmunjom.
         23–24 October: Fourth round of talks between premiers of the North and the South in Pyongyang. 8 November: President Roh makes Three-Point Declaration in which he calls for a nuclear-free Korean
         Peninsula. 9 December: South Korea joins the International Labour Organization. 13 December: North–South Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and Exchanges and Cooperation
         signed. 18 December: President Roh declares that there is not a single nuclear weapon in South Korea. 31 December: North–South Joint Declaration on Non-nuclearization of the Korean Peninsula initialed.
      

      
      1992 10 January: Unification National Party (UNP) formed. 15 January: New Korea Party (NKP) formed. 7 February: Unification National Party and the New Korea Party merge to form the Unification National
         Party (UNP). 24 March: 14th National Assembly elections. 22 May: South Korean security forces kill three North Korean infiltrators across the 38th
         parallel. 10 June: Director-General Hans Blix of the International Atomic Energy Agency voices concerns
         about a North Korean “radiochemical laboratory” at Yongbyon. 28 July: North and South Korea agree to open two ports each to trade. 11 August: South Korea’s first satellite, Uribyol (Our Star), launched. 24 August: China and South Korea establish diplomatic relations. 28 August: Kim Young-sam is elected president of the ruling Democratic Liberal Party, the first
         civilian leader of a ruling party for 31 years. 3 September: North and South Korea agree to open Seoul and Pyongyang airports to traffic from each
         country. 27–30 September: President Roh visits China. 12 October: Launch of South Korea’s first submarine. 2 November: Britain’s Prince Charles and Princess Diana make a four-day visit to South Korea.
         19 November: President Roh and Russian president Boris Yeltsin sign basic relations’ treaty. 1 December: South Korea takes over the ground component command of the ROK–U.S. Combined Forces
         Command; Combined Marine Forces Command activated. 18 December: Kim Young-sam, first elected ruler in 32 years who is not an army general, becomes
         14th president. 19 December: Kim Dae-jung announces his retirement from the National Assembly and from politics.
      

      
      1993 25 February: Kim Young-sam inaugurated as president. 12 March: North Korea announces it will withdraw from the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT).
         15 March: All economic aid to North Korea suspended. 13 May: General Chun Doo-hwan’s 12 December 1979 seizure of power officially described as
         “a coup-like” incident. 17 May: High school students’ military training scrapped after 24 years. 20 May: South Korea proposes North–South talks to relaunch North–South dialogue. 11 June: North Korea–U.S. joint statement in New York states that neither side will use force
         against the other; North Korea suspends its NPT withdrawal. 12 June: President Kim Young-sam says that inter-Korean summit is possible if nuclear issue
         is settled. 10 July: U.S. president Bill Clinton visits Seoul and says that he supports the immediate reunification
         of Korea. 4 August: Japanese government makes first official admission of the existence of “comfort women”
         for military prostitution in World War II. 6 August: EXPO ’93 launched at Taejon. 12 August: “Real-name” financial transactions introduced. 1 November: UN General Assembly adopts resolution calling on North Korea to accept International
         Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) checks. 6 November: Japanese prime minister Hosokawa Morihiro visits. 25 November: South Korea and Taiwan agree to open private representatives’ offices in each other’s
         capitals. 22 December: UN secretary-general Boutros Boutros-Ghali visits.
      

      
      1994 11 January: South Korean team reaches South Pole. 24 January: Seoul–Beijing direct air route agreed upon. 22 March: United States sends 192 Patriot missiles to Korea. 24 March: President Kim Young-sam visits Japan. 28 March: President Kim Young-sam visits China. 11 May: North Korea’s deputy ambassador to the UN says that North Korea accepts IAEA suggestion
         to send an extra inspection team to Yongbyon. 1 June: President Kim Young-sam visits Russia. 13 June: Former U.S. president Jimmy Carter visits Seoul on his way to North Korea to discuss
         the nuclear question. 22 June: South Korean prime minister Lee Yung-duk proposes preliminary North–South talks on
         a possible summit; the offer is accepted. 28 June: North and South Korean officials reach an agreement to hold summit meeting in Pyongyang
         25–27 July. 8 July: Death of North Korean leader Kim Il Sung; proposed summit abandoned. 2 September: North Korea announces that Chinese forces will withdraw from the MAC. 21 October: U.S.–North Korea “Agreed Framework” on nuclear issues signed in Geneva. 1 December: Peacetime operational control over all South Korean forces under U.S. operational
         command transferred to South Korean armed forces.
      

      
      1995 12 January: Daewoo Group delegation in North Korea to conduct investment feasibility study. 16 January: Samsung Group concludes an agreement with North Korea on building an airport and highways
         in the Rajin-Sonbong Special Economic Zone (SEZ). 23 January: Formation of the Korea Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) to supply
         light water nuclear reactors (LWRs) to North Korea. 26 January: Martin Luther King Peace Prize awarded to President Kim Young-sam. 21 February: Formation of the United Liberal Democrat party led by Kim Jong-pil, who resigned as
         chairman of the ruling Democratic Liberal Party. 1 March: 20 cable television channels open. 2 March: President Kim Young-sam departs on European tour. 3 March: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development loans end after 33 years. 17 May: Government approves Daewoo Corporation plans to invest US$5.12 million in Nampo Industrial
         Complex in North Korea, the first-ever such approval. 25 June: South Korean freighter with 2,000 tons of rice leaves for North Korea. 8 July: South African president Nelson Mandela visits South Korea. 21 July: South Korea and the United States agree that cost of LWRs for North Korea should be
         met by a Japan–U.S.–South Korean consortium. 26 July: President Kim Young-sam visits United States. 15 August: To mark 50th anniversary of liberation, work begins on dismantling the Japanese colonial
         government’s capitol. 5 September: National Council for New Politics inaugurated, with Kim Dae-jung as president. 8 November: South Korea becomes nonpermanent member of the UN Security Council; government announces
         measures to promote economic cooperation with North Korea; South Korean industries
         allowed to visit North Korea and set up branches. 16 November: Arrest of former president Roh Tae-woo on suspicion of accepting bribes. 2 December: Seoul District Court special investigation headquarters issues arrest warrant for
         former president Chun Doo-hwan on charge of leading a military rebellion. 12 December: KEDO and North Korea agree on supply of LWRs.
      

      
      1996 26 February: European Union decides to contribute $6.25 million to KEDO project. 11 March: Seoul District Court begins trial of former presidents Chun and Roh for involvement
         in 1979 coup and 1980 Kwangju massacre. 4 April: North Korea announces that the Korean People’s Army renounces its truce obligations
         on the maintenance of the Military Demarcation Line and the Demilitarized Zone. 16 April: President Kim Young-sam meets U.S. president Bill Clinton on Cheju Island, where they
         propose four-way talks (North and South Korea, China, and the United States) on the
         Korean question. 20 April: UN Command in Korea asks UN Security Council to take steps so that North Korea does
         not violate the Armistice Agreement. 31 May: International Football Federation (FIFA) agrees to award hosting of 2002 Football
         World Cup jointly to Japan and South Korea. 4 June: Ministry of Health, after 35 years, abolishes penalties for having more than two children.
         17 August: First joint North–South venture opens at North Korean port of Namp’o. 18 September: North Korean infiltration submarine runs aground near Kangnung on the east coast.
         11 October: South Korea becomes 29th member of the OECD. 29 December: North Korean spokesperson expresses “deep regret” over the submarine incident.
      

      
      1997 1 February: Government decides to provide 570 billion won emergency aid to prevent Hanbo Steel
         Corporation from going bankrupt. 10 March: National Assembly approves new labor laws. 17 April: Former presidents Chun and Roh sentenced respectively to life and 17 years in prison,
         plus heavy fines. 20 April: Senior North Korean party official Hwang Jang-yop and aide Kim Dok-hong defect to
         South Korea via Beijing. 3 May: North and South Korean Red Cross Societies agree in Beijing on direct delivery of
         food aid to North Korea. 17 May: President Kim Young-sam’s son, Kim Hyun-chul, arrested on tax evasion and corruption
         charges. 28 July: KEDO opens offices in Kumho, North Korea. 19 August: Ground breaking for LWR construction at Shinpo-Kumho district in North Korea. 7 November: Ruling New Korea Party and small opposition Democratic Party agree to merge. 27 November: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the Asian Development Bank
         agree to participate in international efforts to extend financial support to South
         Korea. 3 December: South Korea and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) sign agreement on IMF support
         for South Korea. 9 December: Four-party talks involving North Korea, South Korea, the United States, and China
         held in Geneva. 10 December: Operation of five merchant banks suspended. 18 December: Kim Dae-jung elected president. 22 December: Special amnesty granted to former presidents Chun and Roh.
      

      
      1998 19 February: Reduction of overseas missions from 145 to 125 to reduce costs. 25 February: Kim Dae-jung inaugurated as 15th president. 9 April: Former Seoul National University professor Ko Yong-bok receives a seven-year sentence
         for spying for North Korea for 36 years. 25 May: Ceiling on foreign investment on the Korean Stock Exchange lifted. 16 June: Hyundai founder Chung Ju-yung takes 501 head of cattle to North Korea. 22 June: North Korean Yugo-class miniature submarine caught in fishing boat’s nets off east
         coast. 31 July: Massive flooding in the Mount Chiri National Park leaves 348 dead and missing. 31 August: North Korea fires a three-stage Taepodong-1 rocket, which it claims is to launch a
         satellite, over Japan. 20 October: Minister of culture and tourism announces partial opening of the South Korean market
         to Japanese films, music, and comic books for the first time since 1948. 18 November: Beginning of Hyundai-organized tours to the Kumgang (Diamond) Mountains in North Korea.
      

      
      1999 15 June: Serious naval clash between North and South Korea in the West Sea. 2 September: North Korea declares Northern Limit Line (NLL) invalid and announces a new sea boundary
         in the West Sea, which is rejected by South Korea. 29 September: Hyundai Group holds a groundbreaking ceremony for a new sports hall in Pyongyang.
         15 December: KEDO and KEPCO sign $4.6 billion contract to build two LWRs in North Korea. 20 December: Launch of South Korea’s first multipurpose satellite.
      

      
      2000 5 January: Italy and North Korea establish diplomatic relations. 9 March: In Berlin, President Kim Dae-jung proposes talks between North and South on improving
         the North Korean economy, ending the Cold War on the peninsula, and resolving the
         separated families issue. 17 March: North and South Korean officials meet in Beijing to discuss possible North–South summit.
         22 March: North Korea announces “new navigational zones and waterways” in the West Sea. 10 April: North and South Korea announce a summit meeting in Pyongyang on 12–14 June. 11 April: Christian Council of Korea holds rally in Seoul demanding the dismantling of statues
         of the mythical founder of Korea, Tangun, erected in primary schools and public parks
         by the Han Munwha Movement Federation. 29 May: Japanese prime minister Mori Yoshiro makes one-day visit. 29 May–10 June: Pyongyang State Circus in Seoul. 31 May: Korean Air pilots form a labor union. 13–15 June: President Kim Dae-jung visits North Korea. 19 June: United States lifts some sanctions on North Korea. 14 July: World Bank closes Seoul office established in 1998. 11 August: South Korean media delegation in North Korea; meets Kim Jong Il. 15 August: Resumption of North–South family reunion meetings after 15-year gap; North Korea reopens
         the North-South liaison office at Panmunjom, closed since 1996. 18 September: South Korea begins work on reconnecting the North–South railway. 19 September: Red Cross meeting agrees on further family exchanges, including mail. 25–26 September: North–South defense ministers meet, for first time ever, on Cheju Island. 13 October: President Kim Dae-jung awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 19–21 October: Third Asia–Europe meeting in Seoul. 23–25 October: Madeleine Albright, U.S. secretary of state, visits Pyongyang. 12 December: Britain and North Korea establish diplomatic relations.
      

      
      2001 8 January: Ruling MDP and ULD resume alliance. 31 January: Tax office announces investigation of leading newspapers. 27 February: Russian president Vladimir Putin in Seoul. 1 March: Germany and North Korea establish diplomatic relations. 7 March: U.S.–ROK summit meeting. 10–11 March: North–South trade unions meeting at Mount Kumgang. 15 March: First official letter exchange between separated families since 1945. 21 March: Death of Chung Ju-yung, founder of the Hyundai Group. 26 March: U.S.–Japan–South Korean ministerial meeting in Seoul; Democratic People’s Party joins
         ruling coalition. 2–4 May: EU delegation in Pyongyang; Kim Jong Il agrees to extend moratorium on missile tests;
         delegation also visits Seoul. 14 May: EU–North Korea establish diplomatic relations. 6 June: United States announces completed review of policy to North Korea. 13 June: Opposition GNP makes sweeping gains in the local government elections; accidental
         killing of two girls by U.S. armored personnel carrier leads to demonstrations. 17 August: Arrest of heads of Chosun Ilbo, Dong-A Ilbo, and Kukmin Daily on fraud and embezzlement charges. 23 August: South Korea repays final US$140 million of emergency loan from IMF. 2 September: South Korean cabinet resigns after no-confidence vote against minister for unification
         carried in the National Assembly; ruling party loses control of Assembly. 13 September: Groundbreaking ceremony for LWRs at Kumho; North Korea condemns 11 September terrorist
         attacks in the United States. 19–20 September: South Korean forces fire on North Korean forces that cross the MDL at Panmunjom. 30 September: South Korea reopens Imjin railway station. 15 October: Visit by Japanese prime minister Koizumi Junichiro, who expresses “heartfelt apology”
         for the Japanese colonial period. 24 October: Three ROK naval vessels visit China. 25 October: Opposition GNP wins three by-elections. 24 November: Launch of National Human Rights Commission. 27 November: First exchange of fire in DMZ since 1998. 2–12 December: President Kim Dae-jung visits Britain, Norway, Hungary, and the European Parliament
         in Strasbourg.
      

      
      2002 25 January: Presidential Commission on Anti-Corruption launched. 29 January: In his State of the Union speech, U.S. president George Bush refers to North Korea
         as part of an “axis of evil,” together with Iraq and Iran. 7 March: First female graduates of the Korean Military Academy. 7 April: ROK–Japan Extradition Treaty signed. 27 April: Former human rights lawyer Roh Moo-hyun wins MDP presidential nomination. 10–14 May: Representative Park Geun-hye in North Korea; meets Kim Jong Il. 17 May: Park Geun-hye launches a new party, the Korean Coalition for the Future (KCFT). 31 May–30 June: Football World Cup in Japan and South Korea. 29 June: North Korea–South Korea naval clash in the West Sea. 13 June: GNP wins landslide victory in mayor and governor elections. 1 July: President Kim Dae-jung visits Japan. 29 September–14 October: 14th Asian Games held in Taegu. 5 October: After the National Assembly rejects two previous nominations, Kim Suk-soo becomes
         prime minister. 16 October: United States claims that North Korea has an enriched uranium program, in breach of
         the Agreed Framework. 26 October: North Korea publicly denies that it has an enriched uranium program. 5 November: Chung Mong-joon of Hyundai and the Korean Football Association establish the political
         party “National Alliance 21,” with him as its presidential candidate. 14 November: KEDO suspends heavy fuel oil supplies to North Korea. 15 November: Death at age 90 of Sohn Kee-chung, winner of the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games marathon
         and a national hero. 19 November: Representative Park Geun-hye rejoins the GNP. 21 November: North Korea announces that it is restarting the Yongbyon nuclear reactor. 22 November: Acquittal of two U.S. servicemen in the deaths of two Korean girls in June sparks
         nationwide demonstrations. 25 November: Following an election runoff, Chung Moon-joon of “National Alliance 21” agrees to
         support MDP candidate Roh Moo-hyun in the upcoming presidential election. 19 December: Roh Moo-hyun of the MDP elected 16th president of the ROK, beating Lee Hoi-chang of
         the GNP. 26 December: ROK per capita income reaches US$8,900, compared with $706 in North Korea. 27 December: Korean Air sends first charter flight to Taiwan since diplomatic relations with the
         “Republic of China” were severed in 1992. 29 December: North Korea expels IAEA inspectors.
      

      
      2003 10 January: DPRK announces its withdrawal from the NPT. 5 February: ROK tourist group going to Mount Kumgang makes the first journey across the DMZ apart
         from Panmunjom since the end of the Korean War in 1953. 12 February: IAEA declares that North Korea is in breach of its agreement with the authority and
         refers the issue to the UN Security Council. 16 February: Hyundai Group chairman Chung Moon-han admits that the group paid US$500 million to
         the DPRK for exclusive business rights and that some of this money may have helped
         to pave the way for the June 2000 summit. 18 February: North Korea threatens to abandon the 1953 Armistice Agreement if the United States
         imposes trade sanctions. 21 February: A group of ROK government and business leaders cross the DMZ to visit Kaesong. 23 February: Hahn Hwa-kap resigns as head of the MDP, allowing president-elect Roh Moo-hyun to
         take over. 25 February: Roh Moo-hyun inaugurated as 16th president. 26 February: Former Seoul mayor Goh Kun becomes prime minister; National Assembly approves appointment
         of an independent counsel to investigate the Hyundai Group’s links with North Korea.
         10 March: Unification Church leader Moon Sun-myong announces formation of the Party for God,
         Peace, Unification, and Home. 2 April: National Assembly authorizes dispatch of noncombatant ROK forces to Iraq. 25 April: Ko Young-koo, former human rights lawyer, becomes head of the National Intelligence
         Service. 5 May: 100 years after King Kojong imported the first car, Ministry of Construction and Tourism
         announces that there are over 12 million cars in the ROK. 12 May: North Korea announces that it is ending the 1992 North–South Agreement on keeping
         the Korean Peninsula free of nuclear weapons. 14 May: President Roh makes first official visit to the United States. 5 June: United States agrees to withdraw ground troops from the DMZ, to be replaced by South
         Korean forces. 30 June: Hyundai Asan begins construction of an industrial zone at the North Korean town of
         Kaesong, close to the DMZ. 1 August: North Korea agrees to Six Party Talks with South Korea, Japan, China, Russia, and
         the United States on its nuclear program. 21 August: Summer university games open in Taegu, with DPRK participation. 27–29 August: First round of Six Party Talks in Beijing fails to reach any agreement, except to
         meet again. 15 September: 100 South Koreans fly to Pyongyang for first North–South business meeting. 9 November: Violent student and labor demonstrations in Seoul. 21 November: KEDO announces that it will suspend operations. 4 December: National Assembly overrides a presidential veto for the first time in 49 years to
         call an independent investigation into alleged corruption by three former aides of
         President Roh. 12 December: Park Jie-won, former associate of President Kim Dae-jung, convicted of taking US$12.5
         million in bribes and sending money illegally to North Korea to facilitate the 2000
         summit.
      

      
      2004 4 January: Prosecutors indict 48 government and company officials over corruption in bidding
         for government contracts. 10 January: Six lawmakers and the head of a conglomerate arrested on corruption charges. 28 February: 78 percent of South Koreans have high-speed broadband connections. 12 March: President Roh is impeached on charges of illegal electioneering and corruption and
         stripped of executive powers. 14 March: Large demonstration in Seoul to protest Roh’s impeachment. 14 May: Constitutional Court dismisses Roh’s impeachment. 7 June: South Korean–U.S. agreement on the withdrawal of one-third of the 37,000 U.S. forces
         in Korea. 19 October: Nationwide protest by sex workers against a government crackdown on prostitution.
         30 December: National Assembly agrees to another year’s extension for South Korean troops in Iraq.
      

      
      2005 25 April: Agreement on resumption of North–South talks. 16 May: First North–South talks in 16 months, on provision of fertilizer. 1 June: Yonhap News Agency begins a Japanese-language service. 14 June: Fugitive head of the Daewoo Group Kim Woo-choong returns to Seoul and is arrested
         (sentenced in 2006, he was pardoned on 30 December 2007). 22 May: First North Korean ship in 21 years arrives to collect fertilizer. 19 June: South Korean soldier kills eight and wounds seven near the DMZ. 20 June: South Korea–Japan talks fail to reach agreement on Tokto dispute and historical issues.
         29 June: Another sex workers’ rally against antiprostitution laws. 12 July: South Korea offers to supply electricity to the North in return for the end of the
         nuclear program. 16 July: Death in Japan of Yi Ku, the last representative of the Yi dynasty (1392–1910). 17 July: Asiana Airlines’ pilots on strike. 4 August: South Korean scientist Professor Hwang Woo-suk claims successful cloning of a dog.
         11 August: Government orders compulsory arbitration of Asiana strike. 1 October: Mayor of Seoul Lee Myung-bak formally opens the restored Chonggeychon stream. 28 October: Opening of a North–South Joint Trade Office. 17–19 November: APEC meeting in Pusan. 18 November: Government announces that it intends to reduce South Korean troops in Iraq by one-third.
         23 November: Professor Hang Woo-suk resigns from Seoul National University after claims that the
         evidence for stem cell research was faked.
      

      
      2006 8 January: KEDO staff withdraw from Kumho site in North Korea. 10 February: Two Koreas participate as one team in the Turin Winter Olympics opening ceremony.
         21–23 February: Seventh inter-Korean Red Cross talks at Mount Kumgang agree to confirm what happened
         to Korean War missing persons. 25 February: First human cases of bird flu diagnosed. 27–28 February: Fourth video reunion of separated families. 4 March: North–South military talks on preventing West Sea clashes end without agreement. 6–13 March: President Roh Moo-hyun visits Egypt, Nigeria, and Algeria. 20–25 March: 13th family reunion at Mount Kumgang. 24 March: Archbishop Nicholas Cheong Jin-Suk of Seoul is one of 15 new Roman Catholic cardinals.
         25 March: Han Myeong-sook becomes the ROK’s first woman prime minister. 28 March: South Korea–World Health Organization agreement on improving North Korean children’s
         health; President Roh attends memorial ceremony for those killed in the 1948–1949
         Cheju uprising. 21–24 April: 18th inter-Korean ministerial meeting agrees on cooperation on issues relating to
         persons missing from Korean War and after. 28 April: Arrest of Chung Mong-koo, head of Hyundai Automotive Group, on charges of misappropriation
         of corporate funds. 7–14 May: President Roh visits Mongolia, Azerbaijan, and the United Arab Emirates. 9 May: ROK elected a member of the new UN Human Rights Council. 13 May: Professor Hwang Woo-suk indicted on charges of fraud, embezzlement, and violations
         of bioethics law. 18 May: President Roh attends ceremony for 26th anniversary of the 1980 Kwangju uprising.
         19 May: South Korean unification minister visits Kaesong Industrial Zone. 20 May: Chairwoman Park Geun-hye of the Grand National Party slashed in the face while campaigning.
         24 May: North Korea cancels proposed test runs for North–South rail operation on security
         grounds. 31 May: Ruling Uri Party loses heavily in local elections. 3 June: 12th inter-Korean economic talks on Cheju at which South Korea offers to provide material
         for North Korean light industry if the North cooperates on cross-border railway issues.
         14 June: Joint North–South events to mark anniversary of 2000 summit. 2–5 July: South Korean navy conducts survey around Tokto Islands. 7 July: South Korea suspends food aid to the North in protest over missile tests. 10–14 July: Second round of South Korean–U.S. trade negotiations on a bilateral free trade agreement
         (FTA) curtailed because of differences. 11 July: Kang Jae-sup elected chairman of the Grand National Party. 12–13 July: At the 19th North–South ministerial talks in Pusan, South Korea rejects requests for
         economic assistance because of North’s missile tests. 3–8 August: President Roh visits Greece, Romania, and Finland. 16 August: Official ROK protest at Japanese prime minister’s visit to Yasukuni Shrine. 6–9 September: Third round of ROK–U.S. trade negotiations on a bilateral free trade agreement. 12–15 September: President Roh visits the United States and holds summit with President George W. Bush
         on 14 September. 28 September: Establishment of the Northeast Asia History Foundation to counteract alleged historical
         falsifications by China and Japan. 9 October: North Korea says it has carried out its first nuclear test; South Korea–Japan summit
         ends without a joint statement. 13 October: President Roh in China; meets President Hu Jintao and both sides express agreement
         on 2006 UN sanctions on DPRK over missile and nuclear tests. 14 October: UN General Assembly elects former ROK foreign minister Ban Ki-moon as secretary-general.
         20 October: 38th ROK–U.S. Security Consultative Meeting agrees on transitional period from October
         2009 to March 2012 for transfer of wartime operational control of ROK troops from
         United States. 25 October: ROK announces development of 1,000-km (620-mile) -range cruise missile. 7–9 November: Inaugural session of ROK–Africa Forum in Seoul; ROK pledges to triple development
         aid to Africa by 2008. 16 November: South Korea votes in favor of a UN General Assembly resolution on North Korean human
         rights. 19–22 November: President Roh visits Cambodia. 26 November: Slaughter of poultry after avian flu is confirmed in southwest. 3–10 December: President Roh visits Indonesia, Australia, and New Zealand. 6 December: South Korea–U.S. agreement on a 6.7 percent increase for 2007 and 2008 in South Korea’s
         share of costs of maintaining U.S. forces in Korea. 7 December: Five members of an alleged pro–North Korean group arrested on spying charges; a sixth
         person is arrested in February 2007. 14 December: Ban Ki-moon inaugurated as UN secretary-general. 18–22 December: Six Party Talks resume in Beijing. 22 December: National Assembly approves one-year extension of South Korean forces in Iraq. 29 December: South Korea describes the North as a “serious threat” following the October nuclear
         test.
      

      
      2007 4 January: Iraqi embassy reopens in Seoul. 9 January: President Roh proposes amending the constitution to provide for four-year presidential
         term, renewable once. 23 January: Seoul Central District Court gives posthumous acquittals to eight people executed
         in 1975 under former president Park Chung-hee’s emergency decrees. 31 January: Truth and Reconciliation Committee publishes the names of 492 judges who passed sentences
         under Park Chung-hee. 5 February: Government announces that length of military service will be gradually reduced; Chung
         Mong-koo, chairman of Hyundai Motor Company, sentenced to three years’ imprisonment
         for embezzlement. 6 February: Foreign Ministry announces opening of a consulate in Sakhalin. 11–16 February: President Roh visits Spain, Italy, and the Vatican and meets Pope Benedict XVI. 21 February: Foreign Ministry announces it will open 25 new diplomatic missions over the following
         two years. 22 February: South Korea–U.S. agreement by which wartime operational command of South Korean forces
         will be restored by 17 April 2012, with the Combined Forces Command being dissolved
         on the same day. 27 February: South Korean soldier in Afghanistan becomes first to die overseas since the Vietnam
         War. 27 February–2 March: 20th inter-Korean ministerial talks in Pyongyang. 7 March: Prime Minister Han Myeong-sook resigns. 9–12 March: Eighth (and theoretically final) round of South Korea–U.S. FTA negotiations in Seoul,
         but informal talks continue. 24–29 March: President Roh visits Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar. 27–29 March: Fifth video family reunion. 2 April: South Korea–U.S. FTA negotiations concluded; Han Duck-soo becomes prime minister.
         5 April: One man convicted of spying for North Korea. 10–23 April: Eighth inter-Korean Red Cross talks discuss missing persons from Korean War and after.
         11 April: National Assembly opposes constitutional reform to presidential term of office, and
         the proposal is postponed. 16 April: Four more convicted of spying for North Korea. 18–22 April: 13th meeting of the inter-Korean Committee for the Promotion of Economic Cooperation
         in Pyongyang. 2 May: Assets of descendants of nine people said to have amassed wealth by collaborating
         with the Japanese colonial authorities to be confiscated. 7–11 May: South Korea–European Union FTA negotiations begin. 9–11 May: 15th family reunion session at Mount Kumgang. 17 May: First passenger test trains cross the DMZ at east and west ends. 19 May: First South Korean soldier killed in Iraq. 29 May–2 June: 21st inter-Korean ministerial talks in Seoul. 1 June: North Korea opens Inner Kumgang to South Korean and foreign tourists. 27 June: Cheju Island and its lava tubes declared a UNESCO World Heritage site. 30 June: South Korea–U.S. FTA signed in Washington, D.C. 30 June–7 July: President Roh visits United States and Guatemala. 4–19 July: South Korean forces arrive in stages in Lebanon to serve with UN Interim Forces in
         Lebanon (UNIFIL). 19 July: 23 South Korean missionary aid workers kidnapped by Taliban in Afghanistan; two males
         killed in July and two women released in mid-August. 20 July: Groundbreaking ceremony for the new Sejong administrative city in South Chungchong
         Province. 28 July–7 August: Two Korean foreign ministers meet at the ASEAN conference in the Philippines. 6–8 August: Exchange of fire on the DMZ. 13 August: Confiscation of land from 10 more alleged collaborators. 13–14 August: Sixth video family reunion. 23–25 August: Government sends US$7.5 million relief supplies by land to North Korea. 28 August: Release of remaining hostages in Afghanistan; Lee Myung-bak nominated as Grand National
         Party presidential candidate. 28 August–1 September: Foreign minister visits Saudi Arabia, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, and Russia. 8–9 September: President Roh attends APEC leaders’ summit in Australia. 10 September: Further US$36 million aid sent overland to North Korea; Lee Soo-ja, widow of composer
         Yun Isang, visits South Korea for first time in 40 years to attend the 2007 Yun Isang
         Festival; Pyongyang University of Science and Technology opens. 16–24 September: Prime Minister Han Duck-soo visits Hungary, Norway, Sweden, France, and the UN session
         on climate change in New York. 2–4 October: President Roh and his wife visit North Korea. 17–22 October: 18th family reunion at Mount Kumgang. 10–22 November: President Roh attends ASEAN+3 meeting in Singapore; South Korea signs FTA on investment
         and services with ASEAN. 14–15 November: Seventh video reunion. 14–16 November: Vietnamese Communist Party secretary-general Nong Duc Minh visits South Korea. 14–16 November: North–South prime ministerial meeting, Seoul. 27–29 November: Second inter-Korean defense ministers’ meeting in Pyongyang. 28–30 November: Ninth Red Cross talks. 29 November–1 December: Director of the Korean Workers’ Party United Work Department Kim Yang Gon visits South
         Korea. 4–6 December: First meeting of Joint Committee for inter-Korean Economic Cooperation in Seoul. 5 December: Hyundai Asan begins tourist visits to Kaesong. 11 December: South Korean freight train begins the first regular inter-Korean service since the
         Korean War. 12 December: South Korean prime minister Han Duck-soo visits the Kaesong Industrial Zone. 14 December: South Korean forces leave Afghanistan; North Korea delivers 500 tons of zinc as first
         installment of payment for South Korean loan for raw materials. 18 December: Director of the National Intelligence Service Kim Man-bok visits North Korea (revealed
         on 3 January 2008). 19 December: Lee Myung-bak elected president. 28 December: National Assembly approves continued troop deployment to Iraq, but numbers halved
         to 600.
      

      
      2008 2 January: Arrest of Yoo Sun-min of Hanchongryon for leading an anti-U.S. rally in 2004. 4 January: Second zinc delivery from North Korea completes 2007 payments due. 7 January: President Roh appoints independent counsel to investigate allegations of financial
         irregularities by president-elect Lee Myung-bak. 15 January: President-elect Lee Myung-bak says that he is willing to meet North Korean leader
         Kim Jong Il at any time to improve relations. 16 January: Jo Yong-su, founder of Minjok Ilbo, who was executed in 1961, is rehabilitated. 21 January: North Korea suspends working-level meeting on railway cooperation projects. 25 January: Inter-Korean military working-level talks at Panmunjom to discuss security methods
         for joint ventures. 29–30 January: Inter-Korean working-level talks on regular train services across the DMZ. 4 February: Inter-Korean working-level talks on Olympics agrees to send a joint cheerleaders delegation.
         5 February: Inter-Korean working-level meeting at Kaesong on a joint committee to oversea Mount
         Kumgang tours; separated families exchange videos via Red Cross; U.S. forces in Korea
         confirm reduction of troops to 25,000 by end of 2008. 10 February: Fire destroys wooden superstructure of Seoul’s Namdaemun Gate, National Treasure No.
         1. 12–13 February: Inter-Korean working-level meeting at Kaesong to discuss repair of Kaesong–Pyongyang
         highway. 19–23 February: Joint North–South on-site survey of northern medical facilities. 21 February: Special investigating counsel clears president-elect Lee Myung-bak of wrongdoing.
         28 February: Lee Myung-bak inaugurated as president. 29 February: Han Sung-soo appointed prime minister. 17 March: First South Korean tourists allowed to visit Mount Kumgang in their own automobiles.
         19–22 March: 159-member South Korean business delegation in North Korea. 27 March: North Korea expels the 11 South Korean government officials from the inter-Korean
         office at Kaesong Industrial Complex. 1 April: First North Korean media denunciation of President Lee Myung-bak. 8–19 April: Dr. Yi So-yun becomes the first South Korean astronaut. 9 April: Ruling Grand National Party wins majority in parliamentary elections. 10 April: South Korean supervisor expelled from inter-Korean family reunion construction site
         at Mount Kumgang. 15–19 April: President Lee visits the United States. 18 April: Agreement on the lifting of South Korean restrictions on the import of U.S. beef.
         20–21 April: President Lee visits Japan and reaches agreement on resuming “shuttle diplomacy” between
         the two countries. 27 April: Cross-border defection of first North Korean army officer since 1998. 5 May: Novelist Park Kyung-ni dies. 6 May: Emergency aid sent to Burma after cyclone. 7–9 May: Inter-Korean journalists’ meeting at Mount Kumgang. 11–20 May: Prime Minister Han Sung-soo visits Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Azerbaijan.
         13 May: United States gives South Korea same status as NATO, Australia, Japan, and New Zealand
         for military sales (passes House on 23 September, Senate on 2 October). 15 May: South Korean Unification Ministry announces aid for nongovernmental organizations
         and for WHO and UNICEF programs in North Korea but says that the North must apply
         for other aid. 20 May: Emergency aid and funds to China for earthquake relief. 27–30 May: President Lee makes state visit to China; relations upgraded to a “strategic and cooperative
         partnership.” 30 May: Inter-Korean working-level military talks at which the North warns against sending
         leaflets. 3 June: South Korean and U.S. defense ministerial meeting in Seoul confirms the cancellation
         of U.S. forces reduction. 24 June: North Korea imposes limits on South Korean personnel and materials from Kaesong zone.
         26 June: South ships anti-malaria supplies to the North. 11 July: President Lee Myung-bak proposes resumption of North–South dialogue; South Korean
         female tourist shot dead after allegedly entering a restricted area in Mount Kumgang.
         12 July: South Korea suspends Mount Kumgang tourist visits; North expresses regret over the
         shooting but says responsibility for the incident rests with the South. 14 July: Japanese Education Ministry’s guidelines describe Tokto as Japanese territory; South
         Korea recalls its ambassador. 30 July: South allocates US$4.1 million for civilian programs in the North in 2008. 5–6 August: U.S. president Bush visits South Korea. 10–11 August: Australian prime minister Kevin Rudd visits South Korea. 10–20 August: South Korean personnel expelled from Mount Kumgang, leaving 199 to manage the resort.
         12 August: Collision between a South Korean sand carrier and a North Korean fishing boat leaves
         two North Koreans dead; the incident is treated as an accident and the sand carrier
         is returned. 24–26 August: Chinese president Hu Jintao makes state visit to South Korea. 27 August: Arrest of a female North Korean defector on charges of spying; she later pleads guilty
         and is jailed for five years. 27–30 August: Buddhist protests in Seoul against President Lee’s apparent prejudice against Buddhists.
         9 September: President Lee apologies to Buddhists. 10–11 September: Romanian president Traian Basescu visits South Korea. 21 September: Restricted area on south side of DMZ reduced from 15 to 10 kilometers (9.3 miles to
         6.2 miles). 28–30 September: President Lee visits Russia; relations raised to “strategic cooperative partnership.”
         24–25 October: President Lee attends seventh Asia–Europe meeting in Beijing. 27 October: At an inter-Korean military working-level meeting, North again warns against dispatch
         of leaflets. 29 October–1 November: 254-member delegation from South to the North for the opening of the joint venture
         Pyongyang Hemp Textiles Factory. 31 October: Announcement that South Korea–Cambodia FTA in force in November. 3 November: South Korea and Canada resume negotiations on the import of Canadian beef, suspended
         for five years. 5–7 November: State visit of president of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow. 6 November: North Korean military teams inspect Kaesong Industrial Zone. 11 November: South Korean National Human Rights Commission establishes a special committee on North
         Korean human rights. 12 November: North Korea announces at inter-Korean military talks that it will restrict all overland
         passages across the DMZ from 1 December and end tourism to Kaesong; North Korean Red
         Cross announces closure of Panmunjom office and severance of all telephone links with
         the South Korean Red Cross. 14–25 November: President Lee visits United States, Brazil, and Peru to attend Group of 20 Financial
         Summit and APEC Forum Summit. 21 November: South Korea is an initiator and votes for a draft UN resolution on North Korean human
         rights. 28 November: Cross-border train service suspended. 1 December: Cross-border controls imposed; most South Korean personnel withdrawn from Kaesong
         by 4 December. 2 December: Clash between activists near western end of DMZ over attempts to send balloons to
         North Korea. 5–7 December: President Lech Kaczynski of Poland visits South Korea. 19 December: President Lee, Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe, and Chinese premier Wen Jiabao
         meet in Fukuoka in Japan for the first three-way summit. 19 December: End of South Korean operations in Iraq. 21–28 December: Minister for Unification Kim Ha-joong visits China to discuss North Korea.
      

      
      2009 3 January: Vice foreign minister Lee Yong-joon visits Burma and Laos to discuss North Korean
         defectors sheltering there. 12 January: President Lee and Japanese prime minister Taro Aso meet in Seoul. 15–19 January: South Korean nuclear delegation visits North to discuss buying spent fuel rods. 30 January: North Korean Committee for the Peaceful Reunion of the Fatherland says that all North–South
         agreements on avoiding conflict are nullified and the sea border will be regarded
         as void. 5 February: Koreans overseas allowed to vote in parliamentary and presidential elections from
         2012. 16 February: Death of Cardinal Stephen Kim (Kim Sou-hwan). 24 February: Iraqi president Jalal Talabani visits and signs an agreement on oil for development.
         March: North Korean People’s Army closes crossings at Kaesong and at Mount Kumgang on several
         days and cuts telephone links in protest at South Korean–U.S. military exercises (links
         and line restored 21 March). 2–8 March: President Lee visits New Zealand, Australia, and Indonesia and announces “New Asia”
         initiative to improve relations with Asian countries. 30 March: Hyundai Asan employee at Kaesong, Yu Song-jin, detained and accused of criticizing
         North Korea and trying to persuade a woman to defect. 9 April: North Korea abolishes cabinet committee on North–South economic cooperation. 10 April: FTA on services signed with ASEAN. 21 April: At first intergovernmental meeting for over a year, North seeks changes at Kaesong.
         10–14 May: President Lee visits Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan; agreements made to develop energy
         resources. 15 May: North Korea declares all Kaesong contracts and agreements null and void, and that
         it will set wages and land taxes for South Korean companies. 21 May: Seoul High Court acquits six people convicted in 1981 of forming an antigovernment
         group. 23 May: Former president Roh Moo-hyun commits suicide while under investigation for alleged
         influence peddling; DPRK announces second nuclear test. 24 May: North Korean leader Kim Jong Il sends condolences on death of former president Roh.
         26 May: ROK announces that it will join the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) immediately.
         27 May: North Korea says that South’s PSI is a declaration of war and will retaliate if any
         of its ships are stopped. 1–2 June: FTA on bilateral investment with ASEAN signed during commemorative summit on Cheju
         Island. 11 June: At inter-Korean talks at Kaesong, North demands fourfold increase in wages and thirtyfold
         increase in rents. 15–17 June: President Lee visits United States. 22 June: Agreement with Dubai on nuclear energy cooperation. 27 June: UNESCO adds 40 Chosun-period tombs to World Heritage list. 7–9 July: Government and Blue House websites under cyberattack. 7–14 July: President Lee visits Poland, Italy, and Sweden; attends G8 summit in Italy and meets
         Pope Benedict XVI. 7 August: Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement with India. 10–17 August: Hyundai Asan chairwoman Hyun Jung-eun visits North Korea, meets Kim Jong Il, and secures
         the release of detained employee Yu Song-jin; also agrees to restart tourist project
         to Mount Kumgang. 18 August: Death of former president Kim Daejung; state funeral in Seoul on 25 August. 19 August: Kim Jong Il sends message of condolence on Kim Dae-jung’s death. 21–23 August: North Korean delegation for Kim Dae-jung’s funeral meets President Lee and brings
         personal message from Kim Jong Il. 25 August: Launch of satellite-carrying rocket, but contact with satellite is lost; North–South
         Red Cross telephone reopens. 26–28 August: Red Cross officials meet at Mount Kumgang for talks on family reunions. 1 September: DMZ crossing restrictions lifted. 2 September: DMZ western sector military communications reopen. 6 September: North Korea opens dam on Imjin River; six South Korean campers drowned. 16 September: 20-member delegation from South Korea attends ceremony marking completion of the Pyongyang
         University of Science and Technology; agreement on raising minimum wage at Kaesong
         by 5 percent. 20–26 September: President in United States for UN climate change summit, UN General Assembly, and
         third G20 Summit. 21–23 September: In return for giving up nuclear weapons, President Lee offers North Korea a “grand
         bargain” involving aid and security. 26 September–1 October: 17th family reunion meeting at Kumgang Reunion Center. 30 September: North rejects “grand bargain.” 14 October: North–South working-level meeting at Kaesong to discuss flood control on the Imjin
         River; North expresses regret over September deaths. 20–25 October: President Lee visits Vietnam and Cambodia and attends ASEAN Summit and ASEAN+3 meeting
         in Thailand. 28 October: South sends upgraded telecommunications equipment to the North for cross-border communications.
         18 November: South refuses to restart Mount Kumgang tours. 18–21 November: U.S. president Barack Obama visits as part of four-nation Asian tour. 24 November: Second Korea–Africa Forum in Seoul. Pledge to double aid to Africa by 2012. 6–7 December: Canadian prime minister Stephen Harper in Seoul. 16–19 December: Chinese vice president Xi Jinping in Seoul. 17–18 December: President Lee attends climate change conference in Copenhagen. 18 December: North accepts antiviral drugs for treating influenza from the South. 26–27 December: President Lee visits United Arab Emirates and signs nuclear energy deal. 28 December: South Korea announces it will offer 26 billion won (US$2.4 million) in aid for North
         Korea via WHO, UNICEF, and private aid organizations. 30 December: Upgraded cross-DMZ communications reopen.
      

      
      2010 15 January: Medical assistance team leaves for Haiti following a major earthquake; two more follow
         later. 24–27 January: President Lee makes state visit to India; relations upgraded to “strategic partnership.”
         27–29 January: President Lee visits World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 10–12 February: President Islam Karimov of Uzbekistan visits and signs agreements on building a chemical
         plant and developing a gas field. 22 February: First foreigners-only prison opens. 23 February: Delivery of anti-flu hand sanitizers to North Korea. 28 February: 109 South Korean peacekeeping troops arrive in Haiti. 10 March: South Korean Red Cross reports delivery of 20 tons of powdered milk to the North.
         15 March: National commemoration of the 1960 uprising in Masan. 19–21 March: Visit by French foreign minister Bernard Kouchner; appeal for return of Korean texts
         looted in 1866. 26 March: ROK navy corvette Chonan (Cheonan) sunk in West Sea. 8 April: North freezes South Korean assets at Mount Kumgang. 12–13 April: President Lee attends Nuclear Security Summit in Washington, D.C. 16 April: South Korea offers US$1 million in emergency aid to Qinghai Province, China, after
         earthquake. 20 April: Two North Koreans arrested in Seoul and charged with plotting to assassinate Hwang
         Jangyop. 27 April–3 May: South Korean assets at Mount Kumgang seized and staff expelled. 30 April–1 May: President Lee attends opening of Shanghai World Expo. 20 May: ROK investigation, assisted by international experts, concludes that the Chonan was sunk by a DPRK torpedo. 24–25 May: Each side takes measures against the other over Chonan incident. 9 June: Satellite rocket launch fails soon after takeoff. 9–24 June: Government authorizes humanitarian aid to North. 12 June: Reverend Han Sung-ryol makes unauthorized visit to the North and is arrested on return.
         15 June: Advance team of troops arrives in Afghanistan to protect South Korean provincial reconstruction
         team. 25 June: 60th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War. 26 June: Presidents Lee and Obama meet in Toronto, Canada, and agree to postponement of South
         Korean forces wartime operational command until December 2015. 28 June–3 July: President Lee attends G20 Summit in Toronto and visits Panama and Mexico. 9 July: UN Security Council Presidential Statement condemns sinking of the Chonan. 25–28 July: First joint South Korean–U.S. naval and air exercises in the East Sea. 10 August: Japanese statement of apology and remorse over the colonial period. 27 August: Five religious organizations send 300 tons of food aid to the North. 31 August: South Korean Red Cross offers flood aid; North accepts on 4 September, asking for
         rice, cement, and heavy machinery. 9–10 September: President Lee visits Russia. 27 September–1 October: Second South Korea–U.S. naval exercise, off the west coast. 30 September: North–South military talks at Panmunjom make no progress. 3–6 October: President Lee attends eighth ASEM meeting in Brussels. 6 October: FTA with European Union signed in Brussels. 18 October: North–South air traffic control link restored. 25 October: Government-supplied rice sent to North Korea. 25–27 October: President Lee visits Hanoi for ASEAN, ASEAN+3, and East Asia Summit. 29 October: Gunfire exchange across the DMZ. 30 October–5 November: 830 people meet in two rounds of family reunions at Mount Kumgang. 2 November: North Korea shells Yonpyong (Yeonpyeong) Island in the West Sea, killing two marines
         and two civilians; South Korean forces return fire. 10-12 November: Russian president Dmitry Medvedev makes state visit. 11–12 November: G20 Summit in Seoul. 13–14 November: President Lee attends APEC Summit in Tokyo. 14 November: Agreement on the return of 1,205 volumes of Korean archives taken by Japan from Korea
         during the colonial period. 15 November: FTA with Peru signed in Seoul. 25 November: ROK defense minister Kim Tae-young resigns; North Korean People’s Army condemns South
         Korean live fire exercises near Yonpyong and denounces the Northern Limit Line. 28 November–1 December: Joint South Korean–U.S. naval exercise in the West Sea. 9–11 December: President Lee visits Indonesia and Malaysia. 23 December: South Korean ground and air live firing exercise at Pochon on the DMZ. 30 December: Seoul Court overturns 1981 conviction under the National Security Law of 24 former
         student and labor activists; South Korean defense white paper lists the North as “enemy.”
      

      
      2011 11 January: First military conference with Japan in Seoul reaches agreement on sharing information
         and exchange of munitions and services. 13 January: Access blocked to North Korean websites. 14 January: Agreement with China on criminal law enforcement. 28 February: South Korea says it has no plans for the reintroduction of nuclear weapons. 12 March: Team from National Emergency Management Agency is first rescue team to reach Japan
         after the 11 March Tohoku earthquake. 12–14 March: President Lee visits UAE and arranges an oil export deal. 17 March: Agreement with France for the return of Korean royal archives looted in 1866; 297
         volumes returned on a five-year renewable lease between 14 April and 27 May. 4–6 April: Malaysian prime minister Najib Razak in Seoul, discusses possible FTA. 8 April: North Korea formally revokes Hyundai Asan’s rights at Mount Kumgang. 14 April: U.S. announces that it has signed a missile defense agreement with South Korea. 5 May: Buddhist monks from North and South meet at Mount Kumgang. 9–14 May: President Lee visits Germany, Denmark, and France. 21–22 May: President Lee, Chinese premier Wen Jiabao, and Japanese prime minister Nato Kan hold
         fourth trilateral summit in Tokyo. 25 May: Japan protests when a South Korean government minister visits Tokto. 1 June: North Korea reveals that secret North–South talks held from 9 May. 10 June: Bilateral agreement with Japan on return of historical documents comes into force.
         13 June: South Korea refuses to allow delegation to go to Pyongyang to mark June 2000 summit
         anniversary. 24 June: Sung Kim, U.S. representative to the Six Party Talks, is nominated as U.S. ambassador
         to the ROK, the first Korean American to be named to the post. 28 June: First 120 Chinese government–brokered migrant workers arrive. 29 June: Large protest in Seoul against FTA with United States and rise in tuition fees. 1 July: European Union FTA comes into force. 2–6 July: President Lee visits South Africa, Congo, and Ethiopia. 6 July: Pyongchang awarded 23rd Winter Olympics in 2018. 24–27 July: Indian president Pratibha Patil visits. 27–28 July: First strategic defense talks with China. 19 August: North Korea orders all South Koreans to leave Mount Kumgang resort. 21–25 August: President Lee visits Mongolia, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan to discuss energy projects.
         3–7 September: South Korean Buddhist delegation to North Korea. 21 September: Beginning of construction of naval base at Kangjong village on Cheju Island despite
         strong local opposition. 21–24 September: Leaders of seven major South Korean religious groups visit the North. 27 September: Trilateral (China, Japan, and South Korea) cooperation secretariat opens in Seoul.
         11–15 October: President Lee visits United States. 26 October: Park Wonsoon elected mayor of Seoul, beating ruling GNP candidate Na Kyung-won. 26–27 October: Chinese vice premier Li Keqiang visits Seoul. 2–5 November: Protestant church leaders visit the North. 4 November: 1,000-strong candlelight protest in Seoul against U.S. FTA. 13 November: President Lee attends APEC meeting in Hawaii. 18–19 November: President Lee attends ASEAN+3, East Asia Summit, and Trilateral (China, Japan, and
         South Korea) Meeting in Bali. 22 November: National Assembly approves U.S. FTA. 6 December: Japan returns 1,205 volumes of Korean archives taken during the colonial period. 12 December: Clash in Yellow Sea between Chinese fishing boats and ROK coast guard leaves one dead
         and several injured. 17 December: Death of North Korean leader Kim Jong Il (announced on 19 December). 20 December: South Korean government expresses sympathy for the North Korean people but sends no
         official message of condolence. 26–27 December: Lee Hee-ho, widow of Kim Dae-jung, and Hyun Jeoneun, chair of the Hyundai Group, visit
         North Korea to offer condolences on the death of Kim Jong Il.
      

      
      2012 9–11 January: President Lee visits China to mark 20th anniversary of Sino–ROK diplomatic relations
         and to discuss situation on Korean Peninsula following death of Kim Jong Il. 15–17 January: Prime Minister Kim Hwang-sik visits Oman and the UAE to secure agreement on stable
         oil supplies. 2 February: Grand National Party changes its name to Saenuri (New Frontier) Party. 4–11 February: President Lee visits Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE to secure oil supplies.
         20–24 February: ROK and U.S. navies hold antisubmarine exercises in Yellow Sea. 1 March: On 93rd anniversary of 1 March 1919 uprising against Japanese colonial rule, President
         Lee urges Japan to resolve “comfort women” compensation issues. 11 March: President Lee writes article for the Japanese Asahi Shimbun commemorating first anniversary of Fukushima disaster. 15 March: ROK–U.S. FTA enters into effect. 19 March: ROK International Cooperation Agency announces multiyear development program with
         Japan International Cooperation Agency on disaster management. 25 March: U.S. president Obama and President Lee hold talks in run-up to second Nuclear Security
         Summit (NSS) in Seoul; discuss DPRK and FTA. 26 March: Chinese president Hu and President Lee meet on sidelines of second NSS. 26–27 March: Second NSS held in Seoul, with emphasis on preventing nuclear terrorism. 27 March: Japanese government approves new high school textbooks that claim Takeshima/Tokto
         is Japanese territory; ROK government protests. 11 April: Saenuri Party led by Park Geun-hye wins general election. 19 April: Inchon District Court sentences Chinese captain involved in December clash to 30 years
         in prison and 20 million won (US$18,500); China rejects South Korean “unilateral application”
         of the law on Exclusive Economic Zones. 30 April: Nine Chinese fishermen detained in West Sea after clash with coast guards. 2 May: FTA talks with China begin. 13–14 May: Fifth Trilateral Summit in Beijing agrees to begin talks on a trilateral FTA. 14 May: President Lee visits Burma and meets Aung San Suu Kyi. 18 May: Launch of Arirang 3 satellite. 25 May: Supreme Court overturns decisions of several lower courts and rules that Japanese
         companies are liable for compensation for labor during the colonial period; remains
         of 12 South Korean soldiers killed in Korean War repatriated. 17–25 June: President Lee visits Mexico for G20 leaders’ summit, Brazil for the UN Conference
         on Sustainable Development, Chile, and Colombia. 29 June: Signing of General Security of Military Information agreement with Japan postponed.
         20 July: Activist Kim Young-hwan returns after 114 days’ detention in China and alleges that
         he was tortured. 3 August: Hyundai Asan delegation visits Mount Kumgang resort on seventh anniversary of suicide
         of former group chair, Chung Mong-hun; reports that facilities at the resort are fairly
         well maintained. 14 August: “Gangnam Style” by Psy is most viewed video on YouTube’s monthly chart; by December,
         it is the most widely viewed video ever. 20 August: President Lee visits Tokto. 23 August: Admission that Iranian crude oil has been imported despite an undertaking not to.
         3 September: Announcement that military exchanges with Japan are temporarily suspended. 7–14 September: President Lee visits Russia for the 20th APEC Summit in Vladivostok, then Greenland,
         Norway, and Kazakhstan. 14 September: Office of the prime minister moves from Seoul to Sejong City. 19–21 September: President Islam Karimov of Uzbekistan visits. 27 September: PSI exercise off Pusan. 7 October: New missile agreement with United States extends range of ROK ballistic missiles from
         300 to 800 km (186 to 497 miles) and increases the payload from 500 kg to 2.5 tonnes
         (1,102.3 pounds to 551.2 tons). 8 October: President Thein Sein of Burma visits. 16 October: Clash with Chinese fishermen in West Sea leaves one Chinese man dead and two vessels
         detained; ROK expresses regret over the shooting of the Chinese man. 19 October: South Korea holds nonpermanent UN Security Council seat for second time. 21 October: UN Green Climate Fund votes to establish its secretariat in Seoul. 7 November: President Lee visits Indonesia and Thailand. 18–20 November: President Lee attends ASEAN and East Asian summits in Phnom Penh. 19 November: Hyundai Asan officials visit Mount Kumgang to mark 14th anniversary of opening of
         the resort. 20–22 November: President Lee visits UAE. 3–5 December: President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan visits. 12 December: North Korea successfully launches a long-range rocket. 13 December: First Korean Cultural Center in South Asia opens in Delhi. 19 December: Park Geun-hye of the Saenuri Party wins the presidential election.
      

      
      2013 22 January: UN Security Council Resolution 2082 unanimously condemns North Korean rocket launch
         and imposes additional sanctions. 25 January: North Korea says that the UN actions are a “declaration of war” and threatens countermeasures
         against the South. 29 January: Outgoing President Lee issues “special pardon” to 55 people. 30 January: ROK successfully launches KSLV-I carrier rocket. 12 February: Third North Korean nuclear test. 25 February: Inauguration of Park Geun-hye as 18th president. 7 March: UN Security Council Resolution 2094 unanimously condemns North Korean nuclear test
         and imposes additional sanctions. 8 March: North Korea declares all nonaggression agreements with the South null and void. 11 March: North Korea says 1953 Armistice Agreement is no longer valid and cuts the military
         hotline between the two sides. 27 March: Last North–South military landline cut. 30 March: North Korea says that a state of war exists on the Korean Peninsula and threatens
         to close Kaesong Investment Zone. 6 April: 100 South Korean workers expelled from Kaesong. 8 April: North Korea announces the suspension of Kaesong. 9 April: North Korea urges all foreign residents and tourists to leave South Korea. 22 April: Foreign Minister Yun Byung-se cancels visit to Japan over Japanese ministerial visits
         to Yasukuni Shrine. 26 April: South Korea says it will withdraw remaining 176 workers at Kaesong. 30 April: Prosecutors stage raid on National Intelligence Service Headquarters in connection
         with allegations of illegal interference in December 2012 presidential elections.
         5–9 May: President Park visits the United States. 28 May: Two nuclear plants suspended because of falsified safety tests. 2 June: Agreement with the United States to establish new Combined Theatre Command after the
         transfer of wartime operational control. 7 June: North Korea reopens cross-border telephone links. 25 June: 63rd anniversary of the start of the Korean War; massive cyberattack on government
         and media sites. 27–30 June: President Park visits China. 6–7 July: North–South talks reach agreement on reopening Kaesong. 28 July: Ministry of Unification announces US$7.3 million aid package for the North, to be
         used by NGOs and UNICEF. 7 August: Government insurance payments for Kaesong companies approved. 14 August: Agreement reached on reopening Kaesong. 28 August: NIS raids offices and homes of 10 officials of the left-wing Unified Progressive Party
         on charges of conspiring to mount a pro–North Korean insurrection. 2–3 September: Two groups of South Korean businessmen and technicians visit Kaesong. 4 September: National Assembly votes unanimously to allow the arrest of representative Lee Seokki
         of the Unified Progressive Party (indicted on 27 September). 29 October: South Korea–U.S. agreement on student exchange programs. 30 October: Lawmakers visit Kaesong; ruling Saenuri Party wins two by-elections. 2–8 November: President Park visits Belgium, France, and Great Britain. 5 November: Ministry of Justice applies to the Constitutional Court for dissolution of the Unified
         Progressive Party; director of military intelligence tells National Assembly that
         South Korea would lose in a one-on-one war with the North. 12–13 November: Russian president Putin in Seoul. 25 November: South Korea protests Chinese decision to establish Air Defense Identification Zone
         (ADIZ) that covers Korean-claimed Iodo (Socotra Rock). 30 November: Ministry of Transport instructs South Korean airlines not to comply with Chinese ADIZ.
         4 December: President Park opens the UN Green Climate Fund Headquarters in Songdo City. 5–7 December: U.S. vice president Joseph Biden visits South Korea, after Japan and China. 8 December: South Korea extends its ADIZ southward to overlap with the Chinese zone. 17 December: President Park orders increased police and military alert after the dismissal and
         execution of North Korea’s Jang Song Taek. 18 December: Supreme Court rules that regular bonuses count as wages. 19 December: Two Koreas exchange threats after a right-wing group in Seoul burned an effigy of
         North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on 17 December. 20 December: Remains of Chinese killed in the Korean War excavated from Paju Cemetery. 22 December: Seoul police storm headquarters of Korean Confederation of Trades Unions (KCTU) using
         tear gas and detain 135 striking railway workers for questioning. 27 December: Defense Ministry spokesman announces that South Korean forces with the UN peacekeeping
         force in South Sudan will return 10,000 rounds of ammunition supplied by Japan as
         soon as new supplies arrive. 28 December: KCTU stages general strike in support of railway workers.
      

      
      2014 15 January: Burma and South Korea agree to build a monument to mark the 1983 Rangoon assassination
         attack. 15–18 January: President Park visits India. 16 February: Three South Korean tourists killed in terrorist attack in Egypt. 17 February: Building collapse in Kwangju kills 10. 18 February: Hyundai Engineering and Construction wins US$6.04 billion contract to construct a
         new oil refinery in Iraq. 19 February: Unified Progressive Party lawmaker Lee Seok-in sentenced to 12 years in jail for “plotting
         insurrection”; other party members get between four and seven years. 20 February: Yoido Full Gospel Church’s senior pastor, David Yonggi Cho, sentenced to three years
         in prison, suspended for five years, and given five billion won (US$4.67 million)
         fine for embezzlement. 11 March: ROK–Canada FTA signed. 24 February: Start of South Korea–U.S. annual military exercises “Key Resolve” (to 6 March) and
         “Foal Eagle” (to 18 April). 11 March: Free trade agreement signed with Canada. 18 March: ROK–U.S. agreement to extend the existing Agreement on Peaceful Nuclear Energy Cooperation
         until 15 March 2016. 22–29 March: President Park Geun-hye visits (1) the Netherlands for a nuclear summit, where she
         meets Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe; and (2) Germany, where she makes a speech
         on Korean unification in Dresden. 8 April: ROK–Australia FTA signed. 16 April: A ferry, MV Sewol, carrying 459 passengers, sinks off south coast with the loss of 262 lives and 40
         missing; South Korea–Japan officials meet to discuss the comfort women issue but fail
         to reach agreement. 25–26 April: U.S. president Barack Obama in Seoul. 27 April: Prime Minister Chung Hong-won resigns, taking responsibility for the ferry sinking.
         29 April: North Korea stages live firing exercise in the West Sea; South Korea sends ships and
         aircraft to the area. 21 May: Cardinal Andrew Yeom Soo-jung visits the Kaesong Industrial Zone and calls for better
         North–South relations. 22 May: North and South naval vessels exchange fire near the Yonpyong Islands, apparently
         with no damage on either side. 23 May: North Korea announces that it will participate in the 17th Asian Games to be held
         in Inchon September–October 2014. 23–24 May: EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton in Seoul. 28 May: Hospice fire kills 21 in Seoul. 22 June: Former National Intelligence Service (NIS) director Woo Sei-hoon jailed for two years
         and fined for “influence peddling.” 24 June: Moon Chang-keuk, nominated for prime minister, steps down after allegedly making pro-Japanese
         statements. 3–4 July: Visit by Chinese president Xi Jinping. 15 July: Formal inauguration of the Presidential Committee for Unification Preparation. 17 July: Helicopter involved in Sewol rescue work crashes; five killed. 14–18 August: Visit by Pope Francis; 124 Korean martyrs beatified. 18–29 August: South Korea–U.S. exercise “Ulchi Freedom Guardian.” 3 September: Two members of girl K-pop band killed in a car crash on the Deoul–Kangwon highway.
         19 September–4 October: Asian Games at Inchon. 3 October: North Korean delegation led by Hwang Pyong-so visits South Korea for close of Asian
         Games; two sides agree to North–South talks. 7 October: North and South ships exchange fire across the NLL. 8 October: Prosecutors indict former Sankei Shimbun Seoul bureau chief Kato Tatsuya for defaming President Park. 10 October: North Korea fires on privately launched propaganda balloons from the South; South
         Korean forces respond. 13 October: South Korea offers talks to North on 30 October. 15 October: First North–South military talks in seven years held at Panmunjom but end without
         agreement; North Korean woman defector sentenced to three years in jail for espionage.
         17 October: 16 people die when ground gives way at an open-air concert in Songnam City. 19 October: North and South exchange gunfire at Paju in the Demilitarized Zone. 5 December: Korean Air flight 086 turns back before takeoff at JFK airport in New York after
         airline vice president Cho Hyun-ah (Heather), daughter of the company chair, becomes
         enraged over macadamia nuts served in a packet.
      

      
      2015 5 January: South Korea says it will return remains of Chinese People’s Volunteers from Korean
         War. February: Former president Lee Myung-bak publishes details of North–South contacts under his
         administration. 25 February: Gunman kills former girlfriend’s father, brother, and current boyfriend before shooting
         himself in Sejong City. 27 February: Shooting in Hwasong City leaves five dead, including the gunman. 5 March: U.S. ambassador Mark Lippert attacked by a left-wing activist in Seoul; face and
         wrist cut but not life threatening. 25 March: South Korea says it will join China’s Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. 28 April–2 May: South Korean private donor, Ace Gyeongnam Foundation, allowed to ship US$185,994 of
         fertilizer and aid materials to North Korea. 20 May: Beginning of outbreak of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome. 24 May: Delegation of 30 women peace activists led by Gloria Steinem cross the Demilitarized
         Zone from North to South by bus. 23 June: UN opens field office in Seoul to monitor human rights in North Korea. 1 July: 10 South Korean tourists and a Chinese bus driver killed in a road accident in Jinan,
         Shandong Province, China. 4 August: Two South Korean soldiers injured by a land mine in the DMZ. 5–8 August: Widow of former president Kim Dae-jung, Lee Hee-ho, visits North Korea. 15 August: South Korea expresses regret that North Korea has introduced “Pyongyang time,” which
         is 30 minutes behind Seoul time. 20 August: Artillery exchanges along the DMZ. 25 August: North–South agreement on reducing tension after North Korea expresses regret over
         the land-mine incident and South Korea agrees to stop cross-border broadcasts. 8 September: North–South agreement on restarting family reunions. 20–26 October: Family reunions at Kumgang Mountain Resort. 7 December: South Korean Roman Catholic bishops announce that they will send a delegation of priests
         to Pyongyang to say Mass in the Catholic cathedral.
      

      
      2016 6 January: North Korea conducts fourth nuclear test; claims it is a hydrogen bomb. 13 April: National Assembly elections; opposition Democratic Party wins 123 seats to the ruling
         Saenuri Party’s 122, creating a hung assembly. 8 July: Thermal High-Altitude Air Defense (THAAD) deployment announced. 9 September: North Korea conducts fifth nuclear test. 1 November: Detention of Choi Soon-sil, President Park’s confidante. 12 November: Major demonstrations in Seoul against Choi Soon-sil. 9 December: National Assembly votes 234 to 56 to impeach President Park; Prime Minister Hwang
         Kyo-ahn becomes acting president.
      

      
      2017 7 January: Japanese prime minister Abe Shinzo urges South Korea to remove a “comfort woman” statue
         installed outside the Japanese consulate-general in Pusan, claiming it violates a
         2015 agreement between the two countries. Japanese ambassador and Pusan consul-general
         both recalled to Tokyo for consultations. 8 January: Buddhist monk in critical condition after setting fire to himself in Seoul in protest
         against the 2015 ROK–Japan agreement on “comfort women.” 17 January: Japan protests a proposal on 16 January by a group of South Korean National Assembly
         members to erect a “comfort woman” statue on the disputed Takeshima/Tokto islands.
         21 January: Minister of Culture Cho Yoon-sun resigns following her arrest on bribery charges.
         11 February: China expels 32 South Korean missionaries working in the Yanbian Korean Autonomous
         area. 12 February: Cho Hyun-ah sentenced to a year’s imprisonment for endangering the safety of an aircraft;
         she serves five months and is then released after the sentence is reduced to a suspended
         one on appeal. 10 March: Constitutional Court unanimously upholds December 2016 parliamentary motion to impeach
         President Park Geun-hye. 29 March: Visit of North Korean women’s team for World Ice Hockey championship meeting in Kangnung
         allowed. 2–3 April: South Korean women’s soccer team visits North Korea for the Asian Football Confederation
         Women’s Action Cup. 4 April:  South Korea says that North Korea has hacked into the ROK–U.S. war plan OPLAN 5027.
         2 May: THAAD goes operational. 9 May: Moon Jae-in wins the presidential election; he says that he favors engagement with
         North Korea but that there will be no talks without the end of nuclear and missile
         tests. 21 May: ROK president Moon Jae-in nominates Kang Kyung-hwa, a special advisor to the UN secretary-general,
         as foreign minister. 26 May: Incoming administration authorizes Korea Sharing NGO to contact DPRK. 18 June: Kang Kyung-wha becomes South Korea’s first female foreign minister. 25 June: Choi Soon-sil, friend of former president Park Geun-hye, jailed for three years on
         corruption charges. 29–30 June: President Moon Jae-in visits Washington, D.C. 6 July: President Moon gives a speech in Berlin in which he emphasizes that it was for the
         two Koreas to handle Korean affairs. 30 August: Former NIS director Won Sei-hoon jailed for four years for interfering in 2012 presidential
         election. 25 September: British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) begins Korean-language broadcasts. 31 October: South Korea and China agree to end the dispute over THAAD. 4–12 December: Largest ever joint ROK–U.S. air exercise, “Vigilant Ace,” takes place in South Korea.
         18  December: Apparent suicide of K-pop superstar Kim Jong-hyun focuses attention on the pressures
         on such artists. 22  December: President Moon visits Chechon city following a fire in which 20 women and 9 men were
         killed. 23 December: North Korean defector Thae Yong-ho makes first public appearance before South Korean
         National Assembly. 
      

      
      2018 1 January: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in his New Year speech offers to send a team to the
         Pyongchang Winter Olympics 4 January: President Moon and U.S. president Donald Trump agree to postpone joint military exercises
         during the Pyongchang Winter Olympics. 6 January: Beginning of a national campaign calling for the arrest of former president Lee Myung-bak
         on charges of corruption, antimedia activities, and allowing the importation of U.S.
         beef. 9 January: North–South talks at Panmunjom reach agreement on high-level military talks, the sending
         of a North Korean delegation to the Winter Olympics, and the reopening of the military
         hotline. 10 January: President Moon says at a press conference that U.S. president Trump deserves credit
         for North–South talks. 11 January: South Korea, China, and Japan agree on a crackdown on cybercurrencies. 14 January: Prosecutors seek arrest warrants for Kim Baek-joon and Kim Jin-mo, former Blue House
         presidential secretaries under President Lee Myung-bak. 23 January: Higher Court overturns suspended sentence given in 2017 and jails former minister
         of culture Cho Yun-soon for two years for her role in drawing up a blacklist of artists
         under Park Geun-hye. 26 January: At least 37 people killed and about 70 injured in a hospital fire in Miyang City,
         270 km (168 miles) east of Seoul. 29 January: North Korea cancels proposed joint cultural event to be held in Kumgang Mountains
         because of ‘biased’ South Korean media coverage. 30 January: 45 South Korean Winter Olympic athletes fly to North Korea for joint training. 31 January: Yonhap News Agency reports that in a poll of 415 defectors, 20 percent said they
         had considered returning to the DPRK. 9–25 February: Winter Olympic Games at Pyongchang. 2 March: Arson attack on Seoul’s Tongdaemun (Great East Gate). 6 March:  Former president Lee Myung-bak summoned by the prosecutor’s office over alleged
         receipt of political bribes. 9–18 March: Paralympics at Pyongchang. 6 April: Former president Park Geun-hye receives a 24-year prison sentence and $130 million
         fine for abuse of power and corruption. 13 April: Local elections produce win for ruling party. 14 April: Alleged opinion poll rigging scandal breaks. 16 April: Death of Choi Eun-hee, ROK actress allegedly abducted by North Korea in the late 1970s.
         22 April: South Korea halts broadcasts along the DMZ. 27 April: Kim Jong Un and President Moon Jae-in hold a summit meeting at Panmunjom and sign
         the Panmunjom Declaration. 9 May: Lee Myung-hee, the director of Ilwoo Foundation and wife of Hanjin Group Chairman
         Cho Yang-ho, banned from leaving the country after allegations lodged by employees
         of Korean Air and the group’s hotel affiliate accusing her of physical and verbal
         abuse. 26 May: Second Moon–Kim summit at Panmunjom. 12 June: Kim Jong Un and U.S. president Trump hold summit meeting in Singapore. 18 June: United States suspends some joint military exercises. 21–23 June: President Moon Jae-in makes state visit to Russia. 23 June: Death of former prime minister Kim Jong-pil. 12 July: Anti-Yemeni refugee protests on Cheju Island. 31 August: UNC blocks proposed North–South survey on border crossings, claiming insufficient
         documentation. 6 September: Cultural Heritage Administration says that the two Koreas have agreed to resume archaeological
         cooperation at Kaesong. 9–14 September: North–South Liaison Offices open at Panmunjom. 18–20 September: President Moon and his wife go to Pyongyang for third inter-Korean summit of the year;
         they also visit Mount Paektu with Kim Jong Un and his wife. 21 November: Interpol elects South Korean Kim Jong-yang as president; United States announces that
         it will cut back on military exercise “Foal Eagle” due in Spring 2019. 22 November: Officials begin dismantling the largest dog slaughterhouse in Seoul. 30 November: Blue House announces that emails of senior presidential aides and ministerial staff
         have been hacked, possibly since January. U.S. President Trump meets President Moon
         Jae-in at G20 summit in Argentina.
      

      
      2019 15 January: South Korean defense ministry drops reference to North Korea as “enemy” in annual
         defense document. 16 January: South Korean government stops the import of paintings produced by the North’s Mansudae
         Studio because its products are covered by UN sanctions. 25 January: Former chief justice Yang Sung-tae arrested for corruption. 26 January: Defense Minister Chong Kyong-doo instructs navy to deal “sternly” with alleged provocation
         by Japanese low-flying military aircraft. 5 February: United States announces agreement reached on cost sharing for U.S. forces in Korea
         and for the arrangements to be updated annually instead of every five years. 8–9 February: Hyundai delegation of 22 visits Kumgang Mountain Resort to mark 20th anniversary of
         its establishment; Ministry of Unification says that it does not signal reopening
         of the resort. 11 February: South Korean Olympic Committee selects Seoul instead of Pusan to be the city to share
         the 2032 Olympics with a North Korean city. 12–13 February: North–South NGO meeting at Kumgang Resort to mark New Year. 22 February: “Chollima Defense League” stages raid on North Korean embassy in Madrid. 25 February: Moon Jae-in proposes a “New Korean Peninsula Regime” to improve North–South relations.
         1 March: Marking Samil Day (1 March 1919), Moon says he will work to reopen the Kumgang Mountain
         tourist resort and the Kaesong Industrial Zone; supposed South Korean–based “Free
         Joseon [Choson]” group announces that it has established a “North Korean Provisional
         Government.” 2 March: South Korea and United States announce the end of large-scale military exercises.
         8 March: ROK unification minister Cho Myung-gun replaced by Kim Yeon-chul of the Korea Institute
         for National Unification. Hyundai Heavy Industries signs deal with Korean Development
         Bank to take over Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering. 9 March: Japan indicates that it may raise tariffs on some South Korean goods in retaliation
         for South Korean courts’ decision on compensation for wartime forced labor. 22 March: North Korea says it is withdrawing all staff from the Kaesong Liaison Office. 25 March: District Court in Taejon approves request for the seizure of assets of Mitsubishi
         Heavy Industries; ministry of unification says some North Korean staff will return
         to Kaesong. 25–28 March: King Philippe and Queen Mathilde of Belgium on a state visit. 27 March: Cho Yang-ho, head of the Hangjin Corporation, ousted from the board of Korean Air,
         although he remains chair of Korean Air; his daughter, Cho Hyun-ah (Helen), convicted
         in the “nut rage” case in 2014, accused of domestic violence against her husband and
         children. 28 March: International Olympic Committee announces that the two Koreas will march in together
         at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and that there will be unified teams. 29 March: Gallop Poll Korea reports President Moon’s approval rating has fallen to 43 percent
         and his Democratic Party to 35 percent. 1 April: South Korea begins demining and searching for bodies in the central area of the DMZ.
         3 April: Police Commissioner-General Min Gap-ryong issues apology for 1948 massacre on Cheju
         Island; defense ministry expresses “regret.” 5 April: Samsung Electronics announces launch of first cell phones using 5G mobile network.
         10 April: Seoul city government cancels building permit for new Japanese embassy as work not
         started since it was granted in 2015. 11 April: Constitutional Court rules that the Anti-abortion Law is unconstitutional. 12 April: North–South taekwondo teams compete at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland,
         to mark 25th anniversary of taekwondo as an Olympic sport. 2 May: President Moon says that relations with Japan should be improved. Foreign Minister
         Kang says at a separate meeting that the South Korean government should not interfere
         in the issue of wartime forced labor. 29–30 June: U.S. president Trump visits South Korea. 30 June: President Moon joins North Korea’s Kim Jong Un and President Trump in a brief meeting
         at Panmunjom. 4 July: Japan tightens export controls on three chemicals needed in South Korea for semiconductors,
         cell phones, and TV monitors. 11 July: DPRK condemns ROK acquisition of F35A Stealth fighter aircraft as “not helpful to
         peace on the Korean Peninsula.” 22 July: South Korean military aircraft fire warning shots at a Russian surveillance aircraft
         over Tokto; Russia denies violating South Korean air space. 26 July: Two South Korean athletes killed when a balcony collapses in Kwangju. 31 July: Seoul Foreign Correspondents’ Club issues as statement condemning attacks on Japanese
         media bureaus in South Korea. 1 August: Over 200,000 sign a petition calling for a ban on the importation of life-sized sex
         dolls. North Korean soldier defects across the DMZ. 2 August: Japanese cabinet approves the removal of South Korea from the “White List” of trusted
         trading partners; South Korea responds with the removal of Japan from its list. 5 August: South Korean won drops to three-year low because of trade war with the Japanese and
         fears over China–U.S. trade war. Four Japanese automakers fined for rigging bids on
         parts for South Korean companies. 12 August: Presidential spokesman says that South Korea can counter the missiles currently being
         tested by the North. 15 August: In his Liberation Day address, President Moon says that he will work toward providing
         a solid base for Korean reunification by 2045. He also urges resumption of dialogue
         with the North and the North’s with the United States and calls on Japan to choose
         dialogue rather than confrontation. 16 August: Spokesman for the North’s Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland
         dismisses Moon’s comments as nonsensical when ROK–U.S. military exercises are under
         way; there is nothing to talk about with “an impudent guy, rarely to be found.” 20–22 August: Chinese, Japanese, and South Korean foreign ministers meet in Beijing. Separate Japan–Korea
         meeting on the sidelines, the first since August 2016. 22 August: Great Britain and South Korea sign a continuity trade agreement to come into force
         when Britain leaves the European Union. South Korea announces that it is canceling
         its intelligence-sharing agreement with Japan as “not in the national interest.” 24 August: North Korea tests what it calls a new “super-large multi-stage rocket.” 25 August: President Trump at G7 summit in France says that recent South Korean–U.S. military
         exercises are “unnecessary” and a “waste of money”; says North Korean rocket launch
         is not in breach of no ICBM launch agreement and that he has had a “nice letter” from
         Kim Jong Un. 25–26 August: South Korea stages largest-ever military drill around Tokto; Japan protests.
      

      
      
   
      Introduction

      
         
         
         
      

      
      The Korean Peninsula lies at the strategic heart of East Asia, between China, Russia,
         and Japan, and has been influenced in different ways and at different times by all
         three countries. Across the Pacific lies the United States, which has also had a major
         influence on the peninsula since the first encounters in the mid-19th century. Faced
         with such powerful neighbors, the Koreans have had to struggle to maintain their political
         and cultural identity. The result has been to create a fiercely independent people.
         If they have from time to time been divided, the pressures toward unification have
         always proved strong.
      

      
      The most recent division, in 1945, following 30 years of harsh Japanese colonial rule
         and consolidated by a savage war between 1950 and 1953, led to the establishment of
         two very different states on the peninsula. While both retain the features of a more
         traditional Korea, they have also both taken on some of the characteristics of their
         respective protecting powers. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), or
         North Korea, modeled itself on Stalin’s Soviet Union, while the Republic of Korea
         (ROK), or South Korea, looked to the West, particularly the United States.
      

      
      Once North Korea seemed the more successful, with a greater degree of industrialization
         and higher GNP than the South. Those days have long since passed, and it is now South
         Korea that, despite occasional setbacks, is the more successful of the two, in both
         economic and political terms. Even the Asian economic crisis of 1997–1998, which had
         a serious negative impact, was weathered successfully, and when the next crisis came
         along in 2007, South Korea coped better than many other countries. This economic strength,
         taken with the steady progress of democratization since 1987, indicates that when
         the peninsula is eventually reunified, as one day it probably will be, a new unified
         Korea will follow the ROK model rather than that of the DPRK.
      

      
      Land and People

      
      Physical Features

      
      The Korean Peninsula extends due south from northeast China (a region traditionally
         known in the West as Manchuria) on the Asian mainland. The peninsula and its associated
         islands lie between longitudes 124° and 131° east and between latitudes 33° and 43°
         north. The total area of the peninsula is 221,000 square kilometers (km; 82,242 square
         miles), about the same as mainland Britain. The peninsula is roughly 1,100 km (688
         miles) long and 216 km (134 miles) wide at its narrowest point. The average width
         is about 250 km (170 miles). It is separated from China by the Yalu and Tumen Rivers.
         Yalu is the Chinese name; in Korean it is the Amnok River. Even in Korea, however,
         it is often referred to as the Yalu, which is used here.
      

      
      The peninsula is surrounded by the East Sea, or Sea of Japan; the Yellow Sea (West
         Sea); and the Korea Strait. The peninsula has a 1,025 km (640 mile) border with China
         and a short, 12 km (9 mile) one with Russia.
      

      
      Today, the peninsula is divided into two Korean states along the 240 km (150 mile)
         military demarcation line laid down in the 1953 Armistice Agreement. The DPRK is slightly
         the larger of the two, at 122,827 square kilometers (sq. km; 46,768 square miles);
         the ROK is 99,173 sq. km (38,131 square miles). The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) that
         separates the two Koreas covers an area of 1,253 sq. km (477 square miles).
      

      
      The Western name Korea is derived from the Koryo dynasty, which ruled Korea from AD 936 to 1392 as a unified
         kingdom. The other name of Korea, Chosun, came from the kingdom that the Yi dynasty established in 1392 and ruled over until
         1910. Chosun can be translated as “morning freshness,” implying the land in the east
         (relative to China). The popular Western name, “the Land of the Morning Calm,” appears
         to be a Western misunderstanding of the original Chinese characters. It dates from
         the 1880s.
      

      
      The peninsula is mountainous, but the west coast along the Yellow Sea and the southern
         coast both have low hills with some plains. In the north, the Changbaek Range and
         its branches cover an extensive area. The highest mountain in the Changbaek Range,
         which runs along both banks of the Yalu and Tumen Rivers, is Mount Paektu (2,744 meters;
         9,000 feet), often referred to as Paektusan; san means mountain. In the Nangnim Range, the Kaema and the Pujon Plateaus constitute
         the “roof” of North Korea. The Taebaek mountain chain, the backbone of the peninsula,
         runs almost its entire length and parallels the east coast from the eastern fringe
         of the Kaema Plateau. In this range are found famous mountains such as Mount Kumgang,
         or the Diamond Mountain (1,631 meters; 5,350 feet), Mount Sorak (1,703 meters; 5,600
         feet), and Mount Taebaek (1,555 meters; 5,100 feet). Running in a southwesterly direction
         is a branch of mountains called Sobaek, where the second-highest peak on the peninsula’s
         mainland, Mount Chiri (1,905 meters; 6,250 feet), is located. Mount Halla, an extinct
         volcano on Cheju Island, is 1,950 meters (6,398 feet) high.
      

      
      Whereas the east coast generally has smooth shorelines, the west and south coasts
         have extremely irregular ones, with numerous bays and inlets. Most of Korea’s 3,400
         islands are located near the west and south coasts. Among the major islands are Koje
         and Wan off the south coast, Chin Island off the southwestern corner of the peninsula,
         and the island of Kanghwa near Inchon on the west coast. Located 160 kilometers (100
         miles) off the southern coast is Cheju, the largest of the Korean islands, created
         by volcanic activities, which also boasts one of the highest and most majestic mountains,
         Mount Halla. Finally, in the East Sea are the two Korean islands of Ullung and Tok;
         the latter, known as Takeshima in Japanese, is also claimed by Japan.
      

      
      Most major rivers flow westward into the Yellow Sea (West Sea). They are the Yalu,
         the Chongchon, and the Taedong Rivers in the north, and the Imjin, the Han, and the
         Kum Rivers in the south. The exceptions are the Tumen River, which flows into the
         East Sea, and the Naktong River in the south, which flows southward into the Korea
         Strait. There are three major plains: one in the northwestern region, one in the west-central
         region, and one in the southwestern region of the peninsula.
      

      
      Only about 22 percent of the land is cultivated, while 66 percent is mountainous or
         covered with forests. Most of the arable lands are located in the western and southern
         regions of South Korea, although a sizeable area of fertile farmland is located in
         the western region of North Korea.
      

      
      Climate

      
      The climate of Korea is more continental than oceanic, and there are four distinct
         seasons. Spring generally begins in early March, accompanied by warm breezes from
         the south, and lasts until the end of June, with light rainfall at regular intervals.
         Late June and the month of July are generally the heavy rainy season, with July temperatures
         reaching 26 to 30 degrees centigrade (77 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit) in the south. The
         summer is hot and humid due to southern monsoon winds. Annual precipitation varies
         from about 61 centimeters (cm; 24 inches) in the northeast to more than 152 cm (60
         inches) in the southern regions.
      

      
      The fall is pleasant, starting generally in late September and ending in mid-November
         with the first frost. This is a period of dry and sunny weather; the Koreans, like
         the Chinese, refer to it as the time “when skies are high and horses are fat.” The
         winter begins around mid-December and lasts until February, being extremely cold in
         the north, where January temperatures can fall to minus 17 degrees C (8 degrees F),
         or even lower in exceptional years. Owing to the influence of the surrounding seas,
         the winter climate in the south is not as severe. Snowfall is generally light in the
         lowlands and the southern half of South Korea. The mean January temperature in Seoul
         is minus 8 degrees C (23 degrees F). The extreme southern area of South Korea has
         only very light snowfall or none at all.
      

      
      The People

      
      The Koreans are a homogeneous people, speaking the same language, and culturally distinct
         from their Chinese, Mongol, and Japanese neighbors. In 30,000 BC, Homo sapiens inhabited the peninsula, leaving behind numerous Paleolithic culture sites. Later
         on, around 3,000 BC, certain tribal units of the Tungusic people, such as the Han,
         the Kaema or Koma, the Maek, and the Puyo, migrated into the peninsula from the Altai
         Mountain region via Siberia, Mongolia, and Manchuria, bringing with them Neolithic
         culture—the Ural-Altaic language and shamanism—and became the ancestors of the present-day
         Koreans. Ethnologically, the Koreans belong to the Altaic family of races, which includes
         the Turkic, Mongolian, and Tungusic peoples. Generally, Koreans are lighter skinned
         than Chinese or Japanese; some see this as evidence of a Western origin.
      

      
      Population

      
      The total population of Korea reached 20 million in the 1930s and was about 25 million
         when the country was liberated from Japan and partitioned into military operations
         zones by the Allies in 1945. The South had about 16 million and the North a little
         over 9.5 million people. However, with the steady influx of two million refugees from
         the north and another two million Koreans who returned from overseas, the population
         of South Korea had grown to 20 million by 1948. Since then, the population has steadily
         increased: 24 million in 1965, 35 million in 1975, 42 million in 1985, and 50.2 million
         in 2013. In August 2019, the UN population estimate for South Korea was 51,355,196.
         The North remained at about half of that, at 25,738,312.
      

      
      The average life expectancy was less than 45 years during the Japanese colonial period.
         In 1945, only 12.5 percent of the total population was over the age of 50. Since liberation,
         the life expectancy has steadily increased, and in 1995 the life expectancy of men
         stood at 69.5 and that of women at 77.4 years. At the end of 2002, it was 71.8 years
         for men and 79.1 years for women. In 2014, it was estimated at 77.5 years for men
         and 84.5 years for women. The population grew at an annual average rate of 3 percent
         up until 1960. After that time, the growth rate fell gradually, declining to 0.93
         percent by 1985; it has remained at about that figure ever since. The average Korean
         woman had 6.1 children in 1960, 4.2 in 1970, 2.8 in 1980, 2.5 in 1984, 1.3 in 2002,
         and 1.19 in 2014. The disappearance of traditional large families and the rapid increase
         in urbanization in the 20th century have had major effects on Korean family life.
      

      
      On the eve of liberation in 1945, the total urban population was about 3.4 million.
         It rose steadily during the 1960s and 1970s; according to the 1985 census, the urban
         population stood at 26.5 million, representing 65.4 percent of the total population,
         and the rural population was 14 million, or 34.6 percent of the total. By the mid-1990s,
         the rural population had fallen further, to 9.6 million. The population of Seoul grew
         from 1 million in 1948 to 10.7 million by 1990; by 2002 it had fallen slightly, to
         10.33 million. The 2019 estimate was 10.35 million. Kyonggi Province, which surrounds
         the capital, has shown huge growth. Seoul accounts for 25 percent of the total South
         Korean population. Other cities that have experienced heavy growth include Pusan,
         Inchon, Taegu, Taechon, Kwangju, Suwon, and Songnam, all of which have over a million
         people.
      

      
      History

      
      Korean history may be divided into several distinct periods. The first is the period
         before the rise of the Three Kingdoms—that is, to about the beginning of the Christian
         era. The second covers the Three Kingdoms (57 BC–AD 936) as well as the period during
         which a unified Korea was ruled by the Silla dynasty. The third is that of the Koryo
         dynasty (918–1392). The long fourth period (1392–1910) is the Yi dynasty, lasting
         until the dawn of the 20th century. The relatively short fifth period (1910–1945)
         saw Korea under Japanese colonial rule, and the sixth, and even shorter (1945–1948),
         was that of the Allied occupation, at the end of which the two Korean states emerged.
      

      
      Before the Three Kingdoms

      
      Various groups of people inhabited the Korean Peninsula from about 30,000 BC, leaving
         behind many Paleolithic sites throughout the land. From about 3000 BC, groups of Neolithic
         people began to migrate to the peninsula. These were the Tungusic tribes, who arrived
         from central Asia via Siberia, Mongolia, Manchuria, and the northwestern Chinese coastal
         regions. It was these Tungusic people who brought to Korea the Ural-Altaic language,
         shamanistic religion, and Neolithic culture. Many dolmens, menhirs, different types
         of pottery, and a variety of stone tools unearthed in Korea attest to this fact. These
         new immigrants formed tribal units and built walled towns and pit dwellings.
      

      
      The traditional legendary history begins in 2333 BC, when a divinity named Tangun
         (also known as Wanggom) came to earth and became the progenitor of the Korean race.
         Tangun is said to have formed a “nation,” marking the beginning of the Old Chosun
         period. (Under the brief Chosun Empire, 1895–1910, and again under the First Republic,
         years were dated from this foundation date, which derives from Chinese records. Thus
         1948 was 4281 of the Tangun era.) The territory of Old Chosun is said to have included
         the southern part of Manchuria and the northwestern part of the Korean Peninsula along
         the Taedong River, with its capital at Asadal. Many believe that Asadal was present-day
         Pyongyang, whose former name was Wanggomsong. Much is made of this version of Korea’s
         early history in North Korea, since it enhances the role of Pyongyang, now the North
         Korean capital, in the nation. In the mid-1990s, the North Koreans even announced
         that they had found and excavated Tangun’s tomb just outside Pyongyang. Although obscurity
         surrounds Old Chosun and its history, it was said to have been ruled by Kija, a fugitive
         from China, and his successors from about 1120 BC until it was taken over by Wiman
         in 194 BC, ushering in the Wiman Chosun period. Wiman, too, was from China. These
         Chinese-linked myths are ignored in the North nowadays.
      

      
      Wiman Chosun extended its domination into the northeastern part of the peninsula,
         establishing the Imdun District there, and into the central region of the peninsula,
         where it established the Chinbon District. As Wiman Chosun rose, a tribal state named
         Chin emerged in the southern region of Korea. The state of Chin, founded by the refugees
         from Old Chosun, eventually gave way to the rise of the three federations of the Han
         people, namely Mahan in central Korea, Chinhan in the southeastern region, and Pyonhan
         in the south-central coastal region.
      

      
      In 190 BC, Emperor Wu of the Han dynasty of China invaded Korea, and after overthrowing
         Wiman Chosun in 108 BC, he established three Chinese commanderies (military colonies)—Lelang
         (Kor. Nangnang), Zhenfan (Kor. Chinbon), and Lintun (Kor. Imdun)—on the Korean Peninsula,
         and a commandery named Xungtu (Kor. Hyondo) in southern Manchuria along the lower
         Yalu River region. The Chinese commandery of Lintun was soon overthrown and was replaced
         by two Korean states, named Okcho and Eastern Ye, in the northeastern region.
      

      
      The Period of the Three Kingdoms

      
      In 37 BC a new state, Koguryo, formed by tribes that had emerged in the central region
         of Manchuria, conquered the state of Puyo, located in the northwestern region of Manchuria.
         From there, Koguryo extended its territory into the Korean Peninsula, with its capital
         at Kungnaesong in the middle region of the Yalu River. After conquering both Okcho
         and Eastern Ye during the first century, Koguryo became a recognizable political entity
         in the third century. In 313, Koguryo first overthrew the Chinese commandery of Lelang
         and then a new Chinese commandery of Taifang (Kor. Taebang), which had been established
         around AD 204. After this, Koguryo moved its capital from Kungnaesong to Wanggomsong
         (now Pyongyang) in 427, controlling most of the northern half of Korea and the southern
         part of Manchuria.
      

      
      The political changes in the north were matched by those in the southern part of Korea,
         with the emergence of the state of Saro in the Chinhan area in 57 BC and the state
         of Paekche in the Mahan area in 18 BC. In the meantime, Pyonhan split into several
         Kaya states. The state of Saro eventually absorbed other areas of Chinhan, establishing
         the Kingdom of Silla in the third century. Paekche did likewise in the Mahan area,
         becoming an established kingdom in the third century and extending its territory into
         the southwestern region of Korea. Six Kaya states located in the lower reaches of
         the Naktong River failed to coalesce into a state, and they were taken over one by
         one by Silla in the sixth century. With the rise of Koguryo in the north, Silla in
         the southeast, and Paekche in the central region of Korea, the “Three Kingdoms” period
         in Korean history began.
      

      
      From the end of the sixth to the early seventh centuries, Koguryo was engaged in frequent
         warfare, not only against Paekche and Silla, but also against Chinese forces of the
         Sui and Tang dynasties. At the same time, its rulers faced serious internal disunity,
         as did Paekche. Silla, however, increased its economic and military strength thanks
         to the political and military leadership provided by able bureaucrats and military
         leaders.
      

      
      Silla, in alliance with the Tang forces, destroyed Paekche in 663 and then Koguryo
         in 668, thus unifying approximately two-thirds of the Korean Peninsula. When Koguryo
         fell, its territory in western Manchuria was taken over by China, which established
         a puppet state named “Lesser Koguryo” in that area. Koguryo’s eastern territory in
         both Manchuria and northeast Korea was invaded by nomads named Khitans and Jurchens.
         However, a Koguryo general who fled after the fall of Koguryo to eastern Manchuria
         with a large number of followers established a new kingdom of Chin in 698, which was
         renamed Parhae (Ch. Bohai) in 713, the territory of which covered the former Koguryo
         territories in eastern Manchuria and what is now northeastern Korea.
      

      
      Silla was able to prevent the reestablishment of Chinese control on the Korean Peninsula,
         but it encountered growing internal problems, and in 892 a rebel leader established
         “Later Paekche” in the former Paekche territory in the southwestern region of the
         Korean Peninsula, while another rebel established “Later Koguryo” in 898 in the central
         region. Once again, Korea entered a brief period of division, known to historians
         as the “Later Three Kingdoms.”
      

      
      During the earlier Three Kingdoms period, an agricultural economy developed rapidly
         in the southern region. At the same time, Chinese cultural influence grew in Korea
         as Buddhism, first introduced in the fourth century, flourished in Paekche and Silla.
         As Chinese influence increased, the political system of the Korean kingdoms evolved
         into a centralized bureaucratic rule under the monarchy, mirroring that of China.
         This political change also brought about social changes, establishing a new class
         structure dominated by the aristocracy. While Confucian learning spread, leading to
         the rise of educational institutions and scholarship, Buddhism also developed rapidly,
         bringing new art, architecture, crafts, music, dance, and scholarship. Thus Korea
         became a cultural satellite of China.
      

      
      The Koryo Period

      
      In 918 Wang Kon, a general of the Kingdom of Later Koguryo, rebelled, and after overthrowing
         Later Koguryo, established his own dynasty and a new kingdom named Koryo, with its
         capital at Songak (now Kaesong). Soon after the last king of Silla surrendered to
         Koryo in 935, Koryo conquered Later Paekche in 936, reunifying Korea, this time without
         the aid of a foreign power. Gradually, Koryo extended its territory up to the Yalu
         River region in the west and near Hamhung in the east. After incorporating Cheju Island
         into the kingdom, Koryo ruled the entire Korean Peninsula except the northeastern
         region from the early 12th century.
      

      
      The Koryo dynasty adopted the Chinese model of political structure, including the
         executive organ, called the Secretariat of State Affairs, which had six boards (ministries).
         It also adopted the Tang code as well as the civil examination system to select qualified
         civil and military officials into the centralized bureaucracy. With the adoption of
         a new land system, farmlands were distributed to meritorious persons, and civil and
         military officials of high rank were given stipend lands, creating a new pattern of
         absentee landlordism. A social structure emerged with a new landed gentry class at
         the top, which was cushioned by a class of petty functionaries in the central and
         local bureaucracies. The commoner class included artisans, merchants, and peasants
         (paekchong). At the bottom were the lowborn (chonmin), a class that included mostly slaves and domestic servants.
      

      
      While the Koryo dynasty nurtured Confucian learning and scholarship, establishing
         many new educational institutions, it nevertheless made Buddhism the state religion
         and contributed toward the further development of Buddhist culture in Korea. However,
         it also encouraged a harmonious relationship between Buddhism and the native shamanistic
         religion. A significant cultural and technical innovation was the production of good-quality
         wooden printing blocks, and many books were printed, including the 81,137-page Tripitaka Koreana (Koryo Taejanggyong) in 1251. Among the many history books published were the History of the Three Kingdoms (Samguk sagi) by Kim Pu-sik and others in 1145, and an account by Monk llyon entitled Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms (Samguk yusa) in 1281. These are the first written accounts of the history of the Korean peoples
         produced in the peninsula itself.
      

      
      The Korean Peninsula suffered Khitan invasions in 993 and 1018 and a Jurchen attack
         in 1104. A power struggle between the civil and military officials in the 12th century
         led to the rise of the military dictatorship of the Choe clan in the late 12th century.
         This, together with numerous slave and peasant uprisings, weakened the political structure
         and brought about the decline of the Koryo dynasty. The most serious threat to the
         Koryo dynasty occurred in the 13th century, when the Mongols invaded Korea several
         times between 1231 and 1270, making the country a vassal state of the Mongol Empire.
         When the Koryo court surrendered to the Mongols, a rebellion of Korean military units
         called Three Elite Patrols (Sambyolcho) erupted against both the Koryo court and the Mongols. The rebels fled from Kanghwa
         Island to the island of Chindo, off the southwest tip of the peninsula, but they were
         again forced to flee to Cheju Island. There they made their last stand in 1273.
      

      
      The Mongol invasions, and the failure to deal with them, destroyed the legitimacy
         of the Koryo dynasty. But in the fighting, countless cultural properties such as temples,
         pagodas, books, and wooden printing blocks were also lost. Much property was destroyed.
         In what turned out to be two futile attempts of the Mongols to invade Japan in 1274
         and 1281, Korea lost several thousand sailors, soldiers, and skilled craftsmen.
      

      
      The Yi Dynasty

      
      In 1388 a Koryo general, Yi Song-gye, who subscribed to an anti-Mongol and a pro-Ming
         (China) policy, carried out a coup, taking control of a government already in disarray.
         When he met opposition to his reform measures, he overthrew the Koryo dynasty and
         established his own Yi dynasty (1392–1910). The kingdom was renamed Chosun. The capital
         was moved from Songdo (now Kaesong) to Seoul, to a site chosen because of its central
         and defensible position. Conquering the northeastern region of Korea, the Yi dynasty
         brought the entire Korean Peninsula under its control and strengthened its national
         defense. However, the Yi dynasty maintained Korea’s vassal links to China, where the
         native Ming dynasty had overthrown the Mongol Yuan dynasty in 1368. These links would
         continue under the Manchu Qing dynasty, which overthrew the Ming in 1644.
      

      
      The Yi dynasty established an elaborate bureaucracy patterned after the Chinese model,
         introduced many new laws, adopted neo-Confucianism as a state creed, and promoted
         educational development for Confucian learning. It fully adopted the Chinese civil
         examination system and reconstructed the social structure of Korea. The kingdom was
         divided into eight provinces governed by the central bureaucracy in Seoul through
         provincial governments. A Privy Council and State Council headed the central bureaucracy;
         the latter was the executive branch of the central government. This had six boards
         (ministries), of Personnel, Rites, Revenue, Punishment, Public Works, and Military.
         The Office of the Inspector General and the Office of the Censors played important
         roles in controlling the behavior of the monarchy, the bureaucracy, and the bureaucrats.
         The top military organ was the Five Military Commands Headquarters.
      

      
      The social structure of Yi dynasty Korea was similar to that of the Koryo period.
         The upper class was called yangban, which included high-ranking civil and military officials (scholar-gentry known as
         sadaebu) and their families. Petty functionaries in the central and local governments were
         called the “middle people” (chungin), and the commoners were called sangmin or sangin, a class that included free peasants, artisans, and merchants, in that social order.
         At the bottom was the class of lowborn (chonmin) people. As before, the last group included slaves, domestic servants, and others
         who were engaged in unclean or undesirable professions such as butchers, undertakers,
         and public entertainers.
      

      
      With the adoption of neo-Confucianism as a state creed, the Yi dynasty rejected the
         Buddhism that had been favored under Koryo. Now Buddhism was relegated to a religion
         of the rural masses. The monasteries with their monks and nuns were banished from
         the cities, to be established in remote mountainous areas. Shamanism, widely practiced
         by the people, was allowed some tolerance. Even at court, it was not unknown for the
         royal ladies to consult the shamans, whatever the official line might be. Along with
         the creation of the Korean alphabet (hangul) in the middle of the 15th century, the government of the Yi dynasty brought about
         a tremendous cultural upsurge. Scholarship was encouraged, as was the creation of
         educational institutions from the primary to university levels for Chinese and Confucian
         studies. Folk culture also flourished, as new forms of poetry (sijo), genre painting, and popular literature developed rapidly.
      

      
      However, serious political instability also developed. There were several causes:
         power struggles between the monarch and the bureaucracy controlled by the Confucian
         scholar-officials, several purges of certain scholars carried out by the kings in
         the late 15th and early 16th centuries, and factional strife between politically ambitious
         groups of scholars. Korea also suffered heavily from the Japanese invasions (the Imjin
         War or “seven-years’ war”) of the 1592–1598 period and from Manchu invasions in 1627
         and 1636. Numerous rebellions and uprisings in the 17th century created serious economic
         and social problems from which the Korean government found it difficult to recover.
         Two reform-minded monarchs, Yongjo (1724–1776) and Chongjo (1776–1800), adopted a
         number of measures, including tax reform, but they were unable to restore national
         strength after the disastrous Japanese and Manchu wars, and they could not reestablish
         political morality and social stability.
      

      
      This unrest continued into the next century. Popular uprisings occurred in 1811–1812
         in the northwest, and in 1862 in the southern region. The various reform measures
         proposed by a new breed of Confucianists known as Sirhak (“Practical Learning”) scholars in the 18th and early 19th centuries fell upon the
         deaf ears of conservative neo-Confucian scholars and policy makers.
      

      
      Korea was thus in a poor state when a young boy was put on the throne in 1864 as King
         Kojong, succeeding an uncle who had died without an heir. The boy-king’s father was
         selected to be his regent, with the title Taewongun. The regent was ambitious not
         only to strengthen his son’s monarchical power but also to recover the prestige and
         glory of the Yi dynasty. He launched various reform measures and made plans to reconstruct
         palace buildings that had been destroyed by the Japanese during the Imjin War. However,
         these reform measures antagonized reactionary Confucian scholars and conservative
         officials, and new taxes and coinage antagonized the commoners. In the end, he was
         forced to relinquish the regency in 1873. His inept son was increasingly dominated
         by his wife, Queen Min, and other ladies and their relatives in the court.
      

      
      From the 1850s onward, Korea, described by some in the West as the “Hermit Kingdom,”
         was under pressure from the Western powers to open its doors for trade. But it was
         Japan, itself newly opened by Western pressure in the 1850s, that forced Korea to
         establish a new relationship by signing a diplomatic and commercial treaty in 1876.
         The signing of this treaty was followed by the conclusion of diplomatic and commercial
         treaties between Korea and the United States in 1882 and with other Western powers
         in the following years. These treaties treated Korea as though it were an independent
         state, but there remained ambiguity about the precise relationship between Korea and
         China, an ambiguity that the Western countries sometimes contributed to, since they
         regularly consulted China on Korean affairs.
      

      
      The opening of Korea brought forth a group of nationalist reform advocates who were
         collectively called Kaehwadang, or the “Party of the Progressives.” The king, who became fond of the Americans,
         was willing to adopt a new policy and modernize his kingdom. Thus, a new era of national
         reconstruction began after 1881. However, the growing power struggle between conservative
         and progressive officials, together with increasing international rivalries among
         the powers in Korea, led to serious political disturbances and social problems. Among
         these were a military insurrection in 1882; an attempted coup d’état carried out by
         the progressives in 1884; and the Tonghak uprising, whose adherents were a mixture
         of a religiously rebellious group and the poverty-stricken and socially mistreated
         people, including the peasants, in 1893–1894.
      

      
      The first serious international conflict that developed in Korea was that between
         China and Japan. China refused to disclaim suzerainty over Korea and recognize it
         as a completely sovereign and independent nation. The Japanese challenged both Chinese
         political claims and China’s economic position in Korea, leading eventually to the
         Sino–Japanese War of 1894–1895. After removing Chinese domination over Korea, the
         Japanese in turn increased their encroachment on the peninsula, leading the Korean
         government to seek Russian aid.
      

      
      Korea’s growing ties with Russia increased Japan’s apprehension about its national
         security in the face of growing Russian expansionism in Manchuria and Korea. At this
         juncture, the Independence Club and other reform advocates emerged, preaching self-oriented
         national regeneration, cultural modernization, and the strengthening of national independence.
         However, the Korean government was both unwilling and unable to adopt such policies.
         Russo–Japanese friction increased, culminating in the Russo–Japanese War of 1904–1905.
         Like the earlier Sino–Japanese War, much of the fighting took place on Korean soil,
         allowing the Japanese increasingly to establish domination over the peninsula. In
         1905, when Japan defeated Russia, Korea became a Japanese protectorate, with a Japanese
         residency-general (Tokanfu) superimposed on the Korean government. After a Korean assassinated the former resident-general
         and Japanese elder statesman, Ito Hirobumi, in 1909, Japan annexed Korea the following
         year, ending the rule of the Yi dynasty as well as any hopes for Korean independence.
      

      
      The Japanese Colonial Period

      
      During the Japanese colonial period (1910–1945), Korea was ruled by a central government
         named the Government-General of Korea (Chosen Sotokufu). This was effectively a military bureaucracy normally headed by a Japanese army
         general on active duty. Despite the Meiji emperor’s “Imperial Rescript on Annexation,”
         which promised the extension of the “benevolent rule” of the Japanese emperor to Korea,
         the Japanese imposed military rule there, referring to Korea as a gaichi (“outer land”), and treated it as a colony rather than an integral part of the empire.
         The Koreans were given no constitutional protection and had no voting rights or voice
         in politics. The Japanese referred to the Koreans as senjin, a derogatory Japanese term for “the people of Chosen.” (“Chosen” was the Japanese
         reading of the Chinese characters that Koreans read as “Chosun.”) Social integration
         between the Koreans and the Japanese was nonexistent, and intermarriage was rare.
      

      
      In the beginning of their colonial rule, the Japanese made vigorous efforts to suppress
         and stamp out Korean nationalism. To achieve this end, they closed down all Korean
         newspaper presses and magazine companies, shut down hundreds of private schools that
         were allegedly engaged in anti-Japanese activity, outlawed the teaching of Korean
         history, confiscated all Korean history books, and forbade the publication of nationalistic
         books and magazines. After this, they proceeded to appropriate farms and forests,
         forcing hundreds of thousands of Korean farmers into tenancy agreements.
      

      
      After suffering humiliating Japanese colonial rule for 10 years, in 1919 the Koreans
         launched independence movements at home and abroad. In February 1919, Korean students
         in Japan wrote a “Korean Declaration of Independence” and began a campaign calling
         for an independent Korea. Shortly thereafter, 33 important figures in Korea, many
         of them from religious backgrounds, promulgated another Declaration of Independence,
         which led Koreans of all classes, sexes, and ages to demonstrate their desire for
         independence in a peaceful manner. The culmination of these developments was the March
         First Movement (the Samil or 3-1 movement) in 1919 for national independence. Over two million Koreans were
         reported to have participated throughout the country in demonstrations against the
         Japanese.
      

      
      The Japanese response was fierce. The March First Movement was crushed, and its leaders,
         along with thousands of those who had participated in the demonstrations, were imprisoned.
         Several hundred people were killed, and hundreds of nationalists were forced to flee
         the country. In April 1919, a group of Korean nationalists in Shanghai in China established
         a provisional government of Korea, with Dr. Rhee Syngman, then in the Unites States
         and previously a political prisoner under the Yi dynasty, as premier (later president).
         After that, in cooperation with other nationalists in Korea and elsewhere, they continued
         to sustain Korea’s national liberation movement. In addition, Koreans engaged in armed
         opposition to the Japanese, mainly in the northern half of the peninsula and in Manchuria.
         Many of these groups fought the Japanese in association with both Chinese Nationalist
         and Chinese Communist groups.
      

      
      The efforts made by the Korean nationalists at home, including students, were fruitless,
         but the relentless resistance that the Japanese continued to encounter, together with
         some degree of international pressure, convinced them that Korea could not be ruled
         by force and intimidation alone. The harsh rule of the early years was relaxed somewhat
         after 1920, and Koreans were again allowed to establish newspapers and other publications.
         Some efforts were also made to associate more Koreans with the Government-General,
         but senior positions at all levels of the bureaucracy continued to be reserved for
         Japanese. The modernization of Korea began. It was a process to which Koreans made
         both voluntary and involuntary contributions, as did various Japanese policies and
         plans. First of all, the Japanese replaced old laws and administrative and judicial
         systems with new ones. They also developed the Korean economy so as to strengthen
         the power of their empire. The result was the appearance of modern financial and commercial
         institutions, along with a variety of industrial establishments. Communication and
         transportation systems were modernized, with the installation of telegraph and telephone
         networks, the construction of more railways and highways, and improvement in harbor
         facilities. In due course, radio and air travel were also introduced to the peninsula.
      

      
      Although inadequate, education was transformed, as both public and private schools
         grew in number. Korea’s educational development began with the introduction of Confucianism
         in the second century AD and Buddhism in the fourth century AD. After that, Confucian
         learning, along with studies in Chinese culture, developed rapidly under state sponsorship,
         particularly during the Yi period. Buddhism also contributed toward the development
         of scholarship.
      

      
      Modern education began in 1883 when a Western-style private school was established
         in Wonsan by a Korean. This was followed by the establishment of schools by foreign
         missionaries in 1885 and 1886 and a palace school by the government in 1886; this
         was the first time in Korean history that girls were given an opportunity to receive
         formal education. Many private schools were established from the 1890s up to 1906,
         increasing educational opportunities for young Koreans.
      

      
      After 1910, the Japanese educational system was introduced. The Japanese built public
         primary and secondary schools, as well as professional schools, although the number
         of the latter was small. Foreign mission boards established four colleges. However,
         educational development was restricted by the Government-General of Korea, and only
         a small number of Koreans received a modern education. The illiteracy rate of Koreans
         at the end of Japanese colonial rule was 75 percent.
      

      
      Whatever benefits the Japanese brought, Koreans paid a high price for the changes.
         Japanese capitalist firms (zaibatsu) ruthlessly exploited natural and human resources. The Japanese appropriated farmlands
         and forests, while increasing rice production helped the Japanese rather than the
         Koreans, as much rice was shipped to Japan. Korean workers’ wages were low, working
         hours were long, and working conditions were poor. If Korea was “thriving,” as the
         Japanese claimed, it was doing so only to enrich Japan. Korean youth lagged far behind
         the Japanese in regard to educational opportunities. It was Japanese policy not to
         educate too many Koreans or train Korean scientists and technicians.
      

      
      Then, in 1937, the Government-General of Korea adopted various programs and policies
         to Japanize the Koreans in order to make them “loyal imperial subjects.” To do so,
         it launched what was called the Kominka undo (Movement for the Conversion of the Koreans to Be Imperial Subjects). Koreans were
         forced to adopt Japanese-style family and given names, memorize and recite the Pledge
         of the Imperial Subjects, and speak only Japanese in public. The teaching of the Korean
         language was first discouraged, and then in 1938, forbidden altogether. Even the ministers
         of churches were ordered to deliver their sermons only in Japanese. The Koreans were
         forced to abandon their traditional white clothes and to become followers of Japanese
         Shinto practices. In essence, this was an attempt to wipe out Korea’s ethnic identity
         and nationalist consciousness.
      

      
      Without giving any political rights and social equality to the Koreans, the Japanese
         mobilized more than two million workers after 1937 and shipped about half of them
         to factories and mines in Japan. Tens of thousands of young Koreans as well as college
         students in Korea and Japan were drafted into the Japanese army and navy during World
         War II, and several thousand Korean women were forced to go to the war fronts in China
         and elsewhere as “comfort women” to provide sexual services to Japanese troops. It
         is therefore not surprising that most Koreans remained anti-Japanese to the bitter
         end as the savage war between the Allies and Japan was being waged in the Pacific
         area.
      

      
      Liberation, Partition, the Allied Occupation, and the Birth of the Republic of Korea

      
      In November 1943, the United States, Great Britain, and China held a conference in
         the Egyptian capital, Cairo, on the progress of World War II. In a communiqué released
         on 1 December 1943, they stated that “mindful of the enslavement of the people of
         Korea” under Japanese colonial rule, the three Allies had resolved that “in due course
         Korea shall become free and independent.” The Soviet Union later acceded to this Cairo
         Agreement.
      

      
      As agreed at a further Allied meeting at Yalta with the United States and Great Britain
         in February 1945, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan on 8 August 1945. Soviet
         troops moved into Korea at once, and within a short time most of the northern half
         of Korea was under their occupation. At this juncture, the American government proposed
         the partition of Korea into two military operational zones along the 38th parallel
         line—the area south of the line to be a U.S. zone and the northern area a Soviet zone—to
         prevent the Soviet occupation of the entire Korean Peninsula. The Soviet Union accepted
         this arrangement, even though it gave the Americans control of Seoul, the capital.
      

      
      Realizing in early August 1945 that the emperor was ready to capitulate to the Allies,
         the then Japanese governor-general in Korea became concerned about the safety of the
         Japanese in Korea. As a result, he made an attempt to establish a transitional government
         in Korea in the hands of a group of prominent Korean leaders, hoping this would prevent
         possible anti-Japanese retaliation and allow time to make arrangements for safe repatriation
         of Japanese subjects. After failing to secure the cooperation of a right-wing nationalist
         leader, the Japanese turned to Yo Un-hyong, a well-known left-wing nationalist leader
         who had formed a secret Alliance for Korean Independence in 1944.
      

      
      When approached by the Japanese, Yo laid down five conditions before the transfer
         of major governmental functions to his organization in order to preserve law and order,
         to prevent political chaos, and to establish a Korean government according to the
         wishes of the people: (1) immediate release of all political prisoners, (2) noninterference
         by the Japanese in his activities for national reconstruction, (3) freedom to organize
         student and youth corps, (4) freedom to organize labor unions, and (5) guarantee of
         a three-month supply of food.
      

      
      These conditions were met on 15 August, the day Japan surrendered to the Allies, accepting
         the unconditional surrender terms included in the Potsdam Declaration of July 1945.
         On 16 August, with acceptance of his conditions by the Japanese, Yo organized the
         Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction (CPNR), which immediately
         began to function as a government with its own public security units. The CPNR organized
         provincial, district, and local committees to maintain law and order.
      

      
      Learning on 2 September that the Allies’ plan was to partition Korea into two military
         operational zones, the CPNR called a National Assembly of 1,000 delegates. On 6 September,
         this body established the Korean People’s Republic and a cabinet. Rhee Syngman, still
         in exile in the United States, was appointed chairman, and Yo Un-hyong was appointed
         vice chairman of the republic. Ho Hon, a prominent leftist, was named premier. Most
         cabinet ministers appointed were well-known right-wing nationalists.
      

      
      In the northern half of the peninsula, Soviet forces recognized the legitimacy of
         the People’s Republic. The American occupation authorities, arriving in Korea on 7
         September 1945, the day after its formation, did not. After accepting the surrender
         from the Japanese governor-general, General John R. Hodge, commander of U.S. occupation
         forces in Korea, outlawed the People’s Republic and established the United States
         Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK). Exiled political leaders returned to
         Korea from China and the United States. In the northern half of the peninsula, a contingent
         of Korean communist troops under Kim Il Sung arrived with the Soviet forces, followed
         by Korean communist troops from the Yanan area in China in late December.
      

      
      In the south, the freedom of assembly, speech, religion, and the press granted by
         the American military government in the fall of 1945 resulted in a proliferation of
         political parties of various political and economic orientations and many social and
         labor organizations of various ideological persuasions, as well as newspapers and
         magazines. Among the major political parties in the south were the Korean Democratic
         Party, the Korean Independence Party, and the National Council for Rapid Realization
         of Korean Independence, all of which represented the conservative nationalist camp,
         while the Korean Communist Party and the People’s Party represented the leftist camp.
         In the north, there were similar developments, leading to the rise of a branch of
         the Korean Communist Party as well as the right-wing nationalists’ Korean Democratic
         Party, and Chongudang, a political/social organization of the religious group Chondogyo (formally Tonghak).
         However, in early 1946, the Soviet forces and Korean communists broke up these right-wing
         organizations.
      

      
      While the right-wing groups were more concerned with political matters, the communists
         were quick to take advantage of a favorable situation for the promotion of socialist
         and labor movements, and they established subordinate groups of the Korean Communist
         Party, such as the General Council of Labor Unions (Chonpyong) in November 1945, the General Federation of Farmers’ Unions (Chonong) in December 1945, and the General Alliance of Korean Women (Chosun punyo tonghaeng) and the Alliance of Korean Youth (Chosun minju chongnyon tongmaeng, or Minchong) in the spring of 1946. All of these leftist organizations in the South were broken
         up in 1947. The right-wing organizations belatedly formed labor unions in late 1945.
         In March 1946, they formed the General Alliance of the Laborers for Rapid Realization
         of Korean Independence.
      

      
      From 16 to 26 December 1945, the foreign ministers of the United States, Great Britain,
         and the Soviet Union met in Moscow and adopted the Moscow Agreement. This provided
         for the formation of a U.S.–USSR Joint Commission, consisting of the occupation authorities
         of the two powers, for the purpose of establishing, in consultation with Korean leaders,
         an independent nation of Korea and its government. They also agreed to put this Korean
         government under a five-year trusteeship of the four Allies (the United States, Great
         Britain, China, and the Soviet Union).
      

      
      When the news of the Moscow Agreement reached Korea on 29 December 1945, all Koreans,
         including the communists, opposed the trusteeship plan, and violent antitrusteeship
         demonstrations swept the country. Then, suddenly, the communists in both zones changed
         their stand in favor of the plan, polarizing the Korean people; bloody clashes between
         the rightists and the leftists ensued in both zones. In March 1946, in the midst of
         a chaotic political situation, the U.S.–USSR Joint Commission was formed to carry
         out the Moscow Agreement. It held its first session in Seoul in March–May 1946, but
         it was unable to achieve its primary objective when the Soviet side refused to talk
         with the right-wing leaders, condemning them as “undemocratic” because of their opposition
         to the trusteeship plan. It seemed to the United States that the Soviet Union intended
         to establish a national Korean government dominated by the leftists, if not completely
         in their hands. Witnessing the difficulties that the Joint Commission had faced, in
         October 1946 Kim Kyu-shik, a moderate nationalist, and the moderate leftist Yo Un-hyong
         organized the Coalition Committee for Cooperation between the Rightists and the Leftists
         in order to unite the strength of the middle groups and establish “a democratic transitional
         government” in accordance with the Moscow Agreement. In May 1947, the second session
         of the Joint Commission met in Pyongyang after a lengthy recess, but it failed to
         achieve any agreement, and in June the commission’s business was suspended indefinitely.
      

      
      Realizing that the establishment of Korean unity and a national government by the
         Joint Commission was a remote possibility, the American occupation authorities adopted
         new plans for “Koreanization” of the American military government. In December 1946,
         the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly (SKILA) replaced the Korean advisory
         “Democratic Council,” which had been set up in February 1946 by General Hodge. Then
         in June 1947, the South Korean Interim Government (SKIG) was established to assist
         the American military administration. The Soviet forces in the north, after arresting
         nationalist leaders, proceeded to establish a regime under Kim Il Sung and began to
         implement economic measures to produce a socialist North Korea.
      

      
      In September 1947, unilaterally discarding the Moscow Plan, the United States placed
         the Korean question before the United Nations. In November 1947, the United Nations
         General Assembly adopted a resolution establishing the United Nations Temporary Commission
         on Korea (UNTCOK). This body was authorized to conduct a national election in Korea
         to create a national government for the whole peninsula to end the Allied occupation.
      

      
      This United Nations decision on Korea was welcomed by the United States, but the Soviet
         Union did not accept it and would not allow UNTCOK to function north of the 38th parallel.
         It soon became apparent that the United Nations plan would not work in the whole of
         Korea, and UNTCOK adopted an alternative plan to hold elections in those areas where
         it was possible, namely in South Korea only. UNTCOK assumed that UN-sponsored and
         supervised elections would be held in the North in the near future, that a National
         Assembly created by two-thirds of the Korean people in the first democratic elections
         in Korea would represent the entire country, that the government would be that of
         all Korea, and that the people in the North would elect their representatives to the
         national assembly later.
      

      
      While the right-wing nationalists in Rhee’s camp welcomed this plan, moderate and
         progressive nationalists, such as Kim Kyu-shik, as well as extreme right-wing nationalists,
         such as Kim Ku, vehemently opposed it, fearing that it would turn the temporary division
         of Korea into a permanent political partition. In an effort to prevent such a development,
         they visited North Korea in April 1948 and talked with the communist leaders there.
         They failed, however, to achieve their objective, which was for Koreans themselves
         to solve the Korean question, primarily because of Kim Il Sung’s refusal to cooperate.
      

      
      The Soviet authorities in the North had already begun to transfer power to the Koreans
         and to introduce a Soviet-style government in North Korea. The North Korean Provisional
         People’s Committee was established in February 1946 as the central authority, and
         the People’s Assembly was established in February 1947 as North Korea’s legislative
         body. Unlike their counterparts in South Korea, these administrative and legislative
         organs exercised great authority. In 1948, the People’s Army was formed.
      

      
      On 10 May 1948, a month after a rebellion broke out on Cheju Island, UN-sponsored
         elections were held in South Korea, electing members of the Constituent Assembly.
         About 7.5 million people, or 75 percent of eligible voters, cast their ballots in
         the elections (although bloodshed accompanied the process) and elected 198 of 200
         representatives to the National Assembly for the South, while 100 seats were left
         vacant to be occupied in the future by the representatives elected in the North.
      

      
      The Constituent Assembly drew up a democratic constitution for the Republic of Korea.
         It elected Rhee Syngman as the first president of the republic and Yi Si-yong as vice
         president for a four-year term of office. On 15 August 1948, the republic and its
         government were inaugurated. Rhee took the oath of office as president, and the U.S.
         occupation of South Korea came to an end.
      

      
      In the latter part of August, the Communists in the North held an election and established
         the Supreme People’s Assembly, which adopted a constitution, established the Democratic
         People’s Republic of Korea, and elected Kim Il Sung premier of North Korea. The communist
         republic and its government were inaugurated on 9 September, ending the Soviet occupation
         of the North.
      

      
      The rival regimes in divided Korea made conflicting claims for political legitimacy,
         each declaring that the entire Korean Peninsula was its national territory. South
         Korea’s claim to legitimacy was based on the fact that the Republic of Korea was established
         by a majority of the Korean people under a UN resolution and UN supervision, and that
         the UN General Assembly recognized it in November 1948 as “the only and lawful government
         in Korea.” North Korea, for its part, claimed that “all the Korean people” had established
         the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea by elections in North and South, claiming
         that in addition to the elections held in the North, underground elections were also
         held in the South. These “elections” had returned 360 delegates to the 572-member
         Supreme People’s Assembly in a turnout of 77.8 percent of the eligible voters in the
         South. Needless to say, no such elections had been held in the South.
      

      
      The growing distrust and antagonism between the United States and the Soviet Union,
         which created the Cold War between East and West, together with the inability of the
         Allies to carry out their previous agreements, had led to the establishment of two
         separate states in Korea with conflicting ideologies and systems, opening a tragic
         chapter in the history of the Korean people.
      

      
      The Republic of Korea

      
      The history of South Korea began in a turbulent domestic and international environment,
         and the many tragic events that took place in the Korean Peninsula shaped the particular
         character of South Korean society as it is today. The original aim of building a democratic
         country was soon overwhelmed by many unfortunate circumstances. These included the
         government’s traditional bureaucratism, the Korean War, and the lack of experience
         in self-rule. The South Korean people’s desire for democracy took a long time to be
         fulfilled; it was only in the 1990s, after a hard struggle, that South Korea could
         be described as a democracy. Nevertheless, various efforts made by the government
         and the people eventually brought about remarkable progress in cultural, economic,
         and social development, dramatically modernizing South Korean society.
      

       

      The First Republic, August 1948–April 1960. The foundation of the republic had hardly quieted down when a communist-inspired military
         rebellion broke out on 19 October 1948 in the Yosu and Sunchon areas in South Cholla
         Province, followed by another in Taegu, North Kyongsang Province, on 2 November. Both
         were crushed, but they demoralized the nation and encouraged the repressive character
         of the government. Democratic aspirations suffered as the government became increasingly
         autocratic with the passage of the National Security Law in November 1948. Despite
         the growing fear of further communist uprisings and a possible North Korean invasion,
         the U.S. troop withdrawal from South Korea was completed in June 1949, leaving behind
         an infant South Korean defense force of 50,000 men. Although a group of 500 American
         military advisers remained in South Korea to help train South Korean troops, the latter
         were inadequately equipped, having neither fighter aircraft nor bombers, nor tanks,
         nor naval craft. They had been given only training aircraft and ships, and they were
         equipped with light arms, mostly those that had been surrendered by Japanese troops.
         The newly established Officers’ Training School was yet to function fully, and the
         complete annihilation of communist guerrillas in the mountainous south-central regions
         was yet to be achieved. As the new nation faced this difficult situation, tensions
         mounted. An army officer’s assassination of the rightist leader Kim Ku and the arrest
         in October under the recently passed National Security Law of 16 National Assembly
         members for alleged collaboration with communists made the situation worse.
      

      
      Although there was little publicity, military clashes between troops of North and
         South Korea had been taking place along the 38th parallel as both sides jockeyed for
         position. On 25 June 1950, a Sunday, North Korea launched a surprise attack at 0400
         hours. Some 80,000 well-trained North Korean troops, supported by Soviet-built tanks,
         crossed the 38th parallel and invaded South Korea to annex what North Koreans called
         “the southern half of the republic.” Many South Korean army units were on weekend
         leave and were totally unprepared for the sudden attack. Three days later, the North
         Koreans captured Seoul and pushed southward. Neither the South Korean army nor small
         units of American troops, hastily sent to Korea from Japan, were able to check the
         advance of the aggressors.
      

      
      Responding to an appeal made by the United States, the UN Security Council, with the
         Soviet Union absent, condemned North Korea as an aggressor and organized a UN force,
         consisting of troops contributed by 16 member nations, to assist South Korea. North
         Korean troops occupied most of South Korea, leaving only the southeastern corner of
         the country along the Naktong River—the Pusan perimeter—unoccupied. After the arrival
         of UN troops and the formation of the United Nations Command (UNC) under General Douglas
         MacArthur, UN forces launched a counterattack, beginning with a seaborne landing at
         Inchon in September 1950. At the same time, a breakout was organized from the Pusan
         perimeter. Seoul was recovered on 28 September, and the invaders were pushed back
         beyond the 38th parallel. United Nations troops then advanced into North Korea in
         pursuit of the fleeing enemy in early October, capturing the North Korean capital,
         Pyongyang, on 19 October. On 21 November, advance units of the UN forces reached the
         Chinese border on the Yalu River.
      

      
      The People’s Republic of China (PRC), established in October 1949, had begun life
         with a strong suspicion of U.S. motives, derived from American support for the Chinese
         Nationalists in the civil war. Tensions between China and the United States increased
         upon the outbreak of the Korean War when the United States announced that its 7th
         Fleet would patrol the Taiwan Straits, thus preventing any attempt by either the PRC
         or the Chinese Nationalists, now established on Taiwan, to invade the other. After
         the Inchon landing and the crossing of the 38th parallel, the Chinese sent signals
         that if UN forces approached the Yalu River border, China would intervene. Mac- Arthur
         discounted these signals, but in November 1950, China sent troops to the Korean Peninsula
         to save North Korea and to protect its border. By late November 1950, 250,000 troops
         of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army had crossed the Yalu. Officially described
         in the Chinese media as the “Chinese People’s Volunteers” (CPV), they now struck hard
         at the UN forces.
      

      
      MacArthur panicked, and the UN forces began a rapid retreat. By December 1950, South
         Korean and UN troops had withdrawn from the North, and Seoul fell to the communist
         forces for the second time in January. Over a million Chinese troops participated
         in the Korean War, while Soviet pilots, in Chinese or North Korean uniforms, joined
         in air battles against the UN forces. The UN forces, under the local command of General
         Matthew Ridgway, regrouped and mounted a counterattack, retaking Seoul on 12 March
         1951. Thereafter, although many fierce battles would be fought, the war settled down
         in stalemate roughly along the 38th parallel, where it had begun.
      

      
      At this point, the Soviet government called for truce negotiations. Talks began at
         Kaesong behind the North Korean lines in July 1951 but failed to end the fighting.
         They were later transferred to Panmunjom, on the 38th parallel. Hostilities continued
         until the Armistice Agreement was finally signed at Panmunjom on 27 July 1953 between
         the UNC and the North Koreans and the CPV. The South Korean government refused to
         sign the armistice but did agree to abide by its terms. The 1953 cease-fire line became
         the military demarcation line, a new boundary between North and South Korea, with
         a narrow Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) separating the two countries. The war had caused
         more than a million casualties in South Korea, as well as enormous property damage,
         and political and social conditions became chaotic as economic hardships multiplied.
         On 15 August 1953, the South Korean government returned to the war-devastated capital
         city of Seoul.
      

      
      During the war, President Rhee and his Liberal Party, formed in 1951, had behaved
         high-handedly toward their opponents in the National Assembly. The Assembly refused
         to approve a series of constitutional amendments proposed by the government in January
         1952, leading to a political crisis known as the “Pusan political disturbance” of
         May 1952. After proclaiming martial law in the Pusan area on 25 May, Rhee and his
         party forced the National Assembly in July 1952 to pass a constitutional amendment
         bill, instituting a direct, popular election of the president and the vice president.
      

      
      Under the amended constitution, Rhee was reelected by popular vote in 1952, but the
         vice-presidential candidate nominated by the Liberal Party was defeated by an elderly,
         independent candidate, who was helped by the police under secret instructions given
         by Rhee himself. In November 1954, the Liberal Party–dominated National Assembly adopted
         another series of constitutional amendments by dubious means, providing exemption
         to the incumbent president from the two-term limitation in office and abolishing the
         office of prime minister.
      

      
      In the 1956 presidential election, a new opposition Democratic Party, founded in 1955,
         nominated candidates for the offices of president and vice president. The sudden death
         of its presidential candidate, Shin Ik-hui, assured victory for Rhee, but the Democratic
         Party’s candidate for the vice presidency, Chang Myon, widely known as John Chang,
         defeated the Liberal candidate. Encouraged by this, Cho Pong-am, a socialist and former
         minister of agriculture, formed the Progressive Party in November.
      

      
      As corruption among government officials and members of the Liberal Party became rampant
         and repression by the police increased, a widespread desire for change grew, particularly
         among urban voters. In the general elections for the National Assembly in 1958, the
         Democratic Party increased its seats substantially. Aware of the danger of losing
         its absolute control, the Liberal Party repealed the local autonomy law and passed
         a new National Security Law, promulgated on 26 December 1958, to strengthen the government’s
         control.
      

      
      In the fourth presidential election, held in March 1960, Rhee and Yi Kibung ran as
         the presidential and vice-presidential candidates of the Liberal Party. Three weeks
         before the election, the Democratic Party’s presidential candidate, Cho Pyong-ok,
         died while receiving medical treatment in the United States, once again assuring the
         election of Dr. Rhee. However, there were doubts about whether Yi would be elected.
         As a result, the ruling party resorted to corrupt and fraudulent means to elect Yi,
         who defeated Chang Myon, the vice-presidential candidate of the Democratic Party,
         by a large margin. Popular reaction against the autocracy of President Rhee and the
         corrupt and fraudulent practices of his administration and the LP exploded immediately
         after the March election of 1960. Fierce student riots erupted throughout the country,
         particularly in the Pusan-Masan area, producing casualties among students and leading
         to the student uprising of 19 April 1960 in Seoul. These incidents, combined with
         mounting pressure from the United States, forced President Rhee and his cabinet to
         resign en masse on 26 April.
      

       

      The Second Republic, August 1960–May 1961. A caretaker government was set up under Foreign Minister Ho Chong, and in mid-June
         the National Assembly adopted constitutional amendments. In July, general elections
         for the new upper House of Councillors and the House of Representatives were held.
         In August, both houses of the National Assembly elected Yun Po-son as president and
         Chang Myon as prime minister, and the Second Republic emerged.
      

      
      The Second Republic was handicapped from the start. It had no mandate from the people,
         and both President Yun and Prime Minister Chang lacked determination and political
         skills. The Chang administration was indecisive in dealing with former leaders of
         the Rhee regime and seemed too tolerant toward left-wing radicals. It was unable to
         cope effectively with the ideological and social cleavage between political and social
         groups and failed to gain the confidence of the people. The ruling Democratic Party
         was badly split, and it had no solutions for economic and social problems. New student
         demonstrations erupted as left-wing influence grew among the students. Campuses were
         severely disrupted as students and some radical faculty members demanded more control
         over university affairs. Student agitation for direct negotiations with North Korean
         students, aimed at reunification of the country, created more problems. The danger
         to national security increased, as shortages of food and jobs became more acute. These
         developments set the stage for a military takeover that would usher in another important
         period in Korean history.
      

       

      Military Rule, May 1961–December 1963. On 16 May 1961 a military coup, led by a small group of young, disgruntled army officers
         headed by Major General Park Chung-hee, overthrew the Second Republic. Those involved
         claimed that their aims were to protect the country from communist threats and to
         reconstruct its political, economic, and social systems, establishing a clean government
         and social justice; however, there were also grievances within the officer corps about
         slow rates of promotion as a result of the rapid promotion of young officers during
         the Korean War, and other such issues.
      

      
      The Military Revolutionary Committee (MRC), which emerged on 16 May and took over
         the government, declared martial law, dissolved the National Assembly, forbade all
         political activity, banned student demonstrations, and imposed press censorship. President
         Yun was persuaded to remain in office as the Second Republic fell on 18 May. Thereupon
         the MRC, headed by Lieutenant General Chang To-yong, army chief of staff, who had
         not participated in the planning of the takeover but became chairman of the committee,
         issued six pledges, and on the following day, acting as a legislative body, it adopted
         the Law Concerning Extraordinary Measures for National Reconstruction.
      

      
      In late May 1961, the MRC was renamed the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction
         (SCNR), which became the supreme lawmaking organ of the nation. A new executive branch
         (cabinet), headed by the chairman of the SCNR, and a new judicial branch, also in
         the hands of the military, were established at the same time. At the same time, the
         Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA) was established. In theory, this was modeled
         on the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, but from the start its remit included domestic
         politics as well as external threats. Although not specified, part of its role was
         to ensure that no other group of soldiers followed Park’s example. In November 1961,
         the General Alliance of Laborers for Rapid Realization of Independence and the National
         Council of Labor Unions, which had been organized in October 1960, were compulsorily
         merged with the General Federation of Korean Labor Unions (Hanguk noryon).
      

      
      In July 1961, General Park Chung-hee became chairman of the SCNR. In August, he announced
         that political activity would be permitted in early 1963 to pave the way for a return
         to civilian government. The activities of the Political Purification Committee, established
         under the Political Purification Law of 16 March 1962, created much controversy. In
         a bitter political dispute over the law, President Yun resigned, whereupon Park became
         acting president. The Constitution, amended by the SCNR, was presented to the people
         and was approved in a national referendum in late December 1962. A Political Party
         Law was promulgated on 30 December 1962, permitting the revival of political activities
         by those not purged.
      

      
      In January 1963, as the ban against political activity was removed, military factions
         formed the Democratic Republican Party (DRP), which nominated Park as its presidential
         candidate. When, in mid-March, the discovery of an alleged plot to overthrow the military
         junta was announced, Park announced that a plebiscite would be held on a four-year
         extension of military rule. However, following a strong negative reaction against
         this proposal, Park withdrew it, once again promising the restoration of civilian
         rule. In August, Park retired from the army and ran for the four-year-term presidency.
      

      
      The opposition forces were split into four parties. This allowed Park to defeat former
         president Yun, the presidential candidate of the Civil Rule Party, by a narrow margin
         in the presidential election held in October 1963. Park’s DRP also won a majority
         in the National Assembly elections held in November 1963, giving former military junta
         members control over the new civilian government. With Park’s inauguration on 17 December,
         the Third Republic began. Although theoretically civilian government had been restored,
         ex-military men occupied all major positions, and the National Assembly was completely
         dominated by the military-based DRP.
      

       

      The Third Republic, December 1963–December 1972. While considerable economic progress was achieved under its two consecutive five-year
         economic development plans (1962–1966 and 1967–1971) and social stability was restored,
         the Third Republic failed to promote democracy. In March and April 1964, large student
         demonstrations broke out in Seoul against the normalization negotiations with Japan.
         As a result, the government issued an emergency decree in the Seoul area in June.
         Despite violent opposition, the government signed the treaty with Japan on 22 June
         1965, establishing formal diplomatic and commercial relations. Matters were made worse
         when the National Assembly, without the participation of the opposition lawmakers,
         passed a bill authorizing the dispatch of South Korean troops to South Vietnam under
         a U.S.–South Korean agreement signed on October 1964. Violent demonstrations against
         these government actions broke out, and the government declared martial law in the
         Seoul area again in August 1965.
      

      
      In order to promote a parliamentary democracy, if not to weaken the power monopoly
         of the ruling DRP, the opposition leaders formed a new party named the New Korea Party
         (NKP) in May 1966. However, formation of two new parties late in 1966 by two prominent
         dissident groups allowed the ruling party to maintain its control. In February 1967,
         the NKP and the Masses Party were united into the New Democratic Party (NDP), which
         nominated Yun Po-son as its presidential candidate. But in the May 1967 presidential
         election, the incumbent president defeated Yun again, this time by a large margin,
         and the ruling party won a substantial majority of seats in the National Assembly
         elections of July 1967.
      

      
      At this point, a series of events provided the government with ample excuses to tighten
         its control over the country, as well as increasing the sense of insecurity in South
         Korea. The first was the announcement in July 1967 of the arrest of an alleged pro–North
         Korean espionage team consisting of over 100 members, whose main operational base
         was located in East Berlin. This was followed in January 1968 by an attempt by a North
         Korean commando team to assassinate President Park; the capture off the coast of North
         Korea of a U.S. intelligence ship, the USS Pueblo, by North Korean naval vessels; and the arrest of an underground espionage group
         of the phantom Unification Revolutionary Party in August 1968. Partly in response
         to these developments, in April 1968 the government formed the 2.5-million-man Homeland
         Reserve Forces and in September introduced military training for college students.
      

      
      In addition, and despite strong opposition, the ruling party amended the Constitution
         in mid-September 1969, allowing the incumbent president to run for a third term of
         office while the members of the opposition party were boycotting the National Assembly
         sessions. A national referendum held in October approved the amendment.
      

      
      A calmer political atmosphere prevailed in 1970. In September, seven months after
         former president Yun Po-son departed the NDP, Kim Daejung was nominated as its presidential
         candidate. In December, the National Assembly revised the foreign trade law, allowing
         trade with “non-hostile Socialist countries.”
      

      
      In the presidential election held in April 1971, President Park defeated Kim Dae-jung
         by what many felt was a suspiciously narrow margin. However, in the National Assembly
         elections held in May, the ruling DRP won a larger majority. Shortly after President
         Park took the oath of office on 1 July for his third term, the government adopted
         the New Community Movement Plan (Saemaul undong), designed to prevent too big a gap developing between urban and rural areas.
      

      
      Hostile student demonstrations continued to plague the government. This, and the ongoing
         talks between the Red Cross societies of North and South Korea that began in September
         1971, led the government to declare a state of national emergency on 6 December 1971.
         This, it was claimed, would help the nation to meet the rapidly changing domestic
         and international situations. The withdrawal of South Korean troops from South Vietnam
         began in early December 1971. On 26 December 1971, the National Assembly adopted the
         Special Measures Law on National Defense, giving extraordinary power to the president.
      

      
      Secret negotiations conducted between Seoul and Pyongyang in early 1972 led to the
         issue of an identical statement by the two Korean governments on 4 July 1972, recording
         their agreement on a Korean reunification formula. This momentous statement announced
         the opening of a dialogue to achieve national unification by peaceful means without
         outside intervention. Since two successive five-year economic development plans (1962–1971)
         had laid a good foundation for economic development, the future of the nation seemed
         brighter both politically and economically.
      

      
      However, the sudden changes in the international situation following the Sino–American
         détente, the new development in North–South relations, and changes in the U.S. Asian
         policy that implied less commitment to preserving Asian security provided the ruling
         party with a convenient pretext to perpetuate President Park’s rule. As a result,
         the government proclaimed a national emergency decree on 17 October 1972, dissolved
         the National Assembly, and suspended the Constitution. This coup d’état, effectively
         staged by Park against himself, became known as the October Yushin (revitalizing) coup. The government proposed new constitutional revisions, including
         one that provided for the indirect election of the president, on 17 October. These
         revisions were approved in a national referendum held on 21 November 1972.
      

      
      Martial law was lifted in mid-December. The new electoral college, known as the National
         Conference for Unification (NCU), whose 2,350 members were elected by popular vote
         on 15 December, was formally established and duly elected President Park as the eighth
         president of the Republic.
      

       

      The Fourth Republic, December 1972–October 1979. The Fourth Republic began with Park’s inauguration on 27 December 1972. The new Yushin
         Constitution was officially proclaimed on 30 December, followed by the promulgation
         of the new National Assembly Election Law and the Political Party Law.
      

      
      The elections for the National Assembly held in February 1973 under the new election
         law gave the ruling DRP a majority. A new political society, named the Political Fraternal
         Society for Revitalizing Reform (Yushin chonguhoe, or Yujonghoe), was set up as a companion political body of the ruling party, and 73 of its members
         were elected by the NCU, on the president’s recommendation, to serve a three-year
         term in the National Assembly under the new Constitution. This gave the ruling party
         a guaranteed built-in majority.
      

      
      Soon the Fourth Republic began to encounter domestic and foreign problems. In August
         1973, the kidnapping of Kim Dae-jung from Tokyo to Seoul by agents of the Korean CIA
         led to widespread protests. Increased antigovernment agitation and demands for the
         abolition of the 1972 Yushin Constitution produced political instability in 1974.
         As well as domestic problems, the government faced increased diplomatic tensions with
         Japan and the United States over both the kidnapping of Kim Dae-jung and its increasingly
         repressive measures against civil liberties.
      

      
      Park’s response was more repression. To cope with the situation, a series of presidential
         emergency decrees banned all antigovernment activities and agitation for constitutional
         reform, but these only added to the general air of instability. In this tense situation,
         a pro–North Korean man from Japan attempted to assassinate President Park as he was
         addressing the audience at the National Theater on 15 August 1974 (National Day) but
         killed Park’s wife (Yuk Yong-su) instead.
      

      
      In late August, some of the emergency decrees were lifted, but the NDP and other groups
         relentlessly pressed for constitutional reform and the release of political prisoners.
         While college students of 18 universities were engaged in violent antigovernment and
         anti-Japanese demonstrations in September and October, reporters from the newspaper
         Dong-A Ilbo and a group of 101 writers issued the “Declaration for the Realization of Freedom
         of Speech and the Press.” In late November, 71 dissident leaders, including former
         president Yun, formed the National Conference for Restoration of Democracy.
      

      
      Despite the national referendum held in February 1975, which reaffirmed the Yushin
         Constitution by 73 percent of the vote, and the release of those who had violated
         the presidential decrees soon after that, antigovernment demonstrations and the demand
         for the revision of the constitution continued unabated.
      

      
      To meet this situation, Park issued Presidential Emergency Measures No. 7 of April
         and No. 9 of May 1975, which imposed further restrictions on the opponents of the
         1972 Constitution, banned student demonstrations, and outlawed public defamation of
         the government. However, political turbulence persisted and many dissidents were imprisoned.
         In March 1976, the three major opposition political leaders issued a joint statement,
         the “Democratic National Salvation Declaration.” They demanded the abolition of the
         1972 Constitution and the complete restoration of human and civil rights. Further
         student demonstrations followed.
      

      
      There were more difficulties for the Korean government as a result of the disclosure
         by the Washington Post in October 1976 of illegal lobbying activity by a Korean businessman, Park Tong-son,
         in Washington, D.C., followed by the investigation of Park and other Koreans, including
         a former ambassador to the United States, by the U.S. House of Representatives in
         the spring of 1977. The reelection of President Park by the new members of the NCU
         in December 1978 only made the situation worse; student unrest, supported by the opposition,
         caused greater political turmoil.
      

      
      After the National Assembly elections, held on 12 December 1978, President Park took
         the oath of office as the ninth president on 27 December and released 1,000 political
         prisoners, including Kim Dae-jung. However, the voice of the dissidents grew louder
         in March and May 1979 as Kim Young-sam, who became president of the NDP in May, initiated
         a new movement for constitutional revision. His antigovernment speeches and press
         interviews infuriated the government. This fury turned to savage attacks on all opposition,
         and following an incident in which riot police attacked the NDP headquarters, where
         disgruntled workers had taken refuge, moves were taken to suspend Kim’s party presidency
         and engineer his expulsion from the National Assembly.
      

      
      Student protests now became more intense and moved from the campuses to the streets.
         They also spread to other parts of the country, including Kim Young-sam’s hometown,
         Pusan. In Pusan, middle-class citizens joined with the students in attacks on police
         boxes and government buildings in mid-October. The rioting then spread to the nearby
         city of Masan. The government’s response was to impose martial law in the region.
         The situation became more critical toward the end of October as college students in
         Seoul prepared for a large-scale uprising, similar to that of April 1960. On 26 October
         1979, in the midst of the crisis, Kim Chae-gyu, director of the Korean CIA, shot and
         killed President Park and his chief bodyguard and confidant, Cha Chi-chol, in the
         course of a row over dinner about how to handle the growing demonstrations. As the
         country faced an unprecedented national crisis, Prime Minister Choe Kyu-ha was named
         acting president and martial law was proclaimed, with General Chong Sung-hwa as martial
         law commander. Kim and his accomplices were executed in late May 1980.
      

       

      The Interim Period, October 1979–March 1981. The NCU elected Choe Kyu-ha as the new president on 6 December 1979, but Lieutenant
         General Chun Doo-hwan, commander of the Defense Security Command, overshadowed both
         the president and the government. On 12 December Chun, aided by a fellow general,
         Roh Tae-woo, carried out a coup, arresting the martial law commander, General Chong
         Sung-hwa, who was accused of complicity in Park’s assassination. Both Chun and Roh
         were members of a secret military clique within the army, known as the Hanahwoe, or One Association. The government restored the civil rights of former president
         Yun, Kim Daejung, and others in February 1980 and established the Constitution Revision
         Deliberation Committee in March, but both the opposition NDP and students became impatient
         with the slow progress of political reform.
      

      
      Conditions deteriorated further when Chun was appointed as acting director of the
         Korean CIA in April without leaving his army post. Many campus rallies followed, demanding
         the immediate end of martial law, the adoption of a new constitution, and the resignation
         of Chun as acting director of the Korean CIA. Tens of thousands of students marched
         on the streets in Seoul and elsewhere in mid-May, clashing with riot police. Troops
         were mobilized, and on 17 May, the government proclaimed nationwide martial law. Martial
         Law Decree No. 10 followed. Under this, 30 political leaders, including Kim Jong-pil,
         founder of the KCIA and head of the DRP; Kim Youngsam, head of the NDP; and Kim Dae-jung
         were put under house arrest. The National Assembly was closed, as were colleges. All
         political activities, assemblage, and public demonstrations were banned. In spite
         of these restrictions, demonstrations continued in Seoul and elsewhere. In Kwangju,
         the capital of Kim Dae-jung’s home province and a city that had suffered much discrimination
         under Park Chung-hee, there were outbreaks of violence, with attacks on the police
         and public buildings. To restore order in the city, Chun sent special forces trained
         to deal with North Korean infiltrators. They initially failed to take the city, which
         was now in a state of armed insurrection, but eventually did so, with heavy casualties,
         on 27 May 1980. Kwangju and nearby towns were put under military control.
      

      
      The cabinet tendered its resignation on 20 May, and a new cabinet emerged in an extremely
         unstable situation. The Special Committee for National Security Measures (SCNSM) was
         formed on 31 May to cope with the crisis, with President Choe as its chairman and
         Chun Doo-hwan as chairman of its standing committee. Chun resigned as acting director
         of the Korean CIA in June, but he and 15 other generals in the SCNSM exercised absolute
         power, instituting many changes, including a drastic educational reform in July.
      

      
      President Choe resigned on 16 August and was succeeded by Chun. When Chun was elected
         by the NCU as the president and took the oath of office on 1 September, he said that
         he would do his best to make his government an “honest and efficient one, which can
         win the confidence of the nation.” He pledged that he would eradicate past ills and
         restore public faith in honest rule.
      

      
      However, President Chun soon displayed dictatorial tendencies. In late September,
         the police rounded up 13 NDP members on suspicion of playing a key role in the political
         melee in the 1976 NDP national convention. That same month, a military court sentenced
         Kim Dae-jung, charged with instigating the Kwangju uprising even though he was in
         detention at the time, to death. On 22 October, new constitutional revisions proposed
         by the SCNSM were approved in a national referendum, replacing the Yushin Constitution
         and paving the way for the Fifth Republic. Meanwhile, Chun dissolved the National
         Assembly and replaced it with an 81-member “Legislative Council for National Security”
         (LCNS), whose members he appointed. In late October, all existing political parties
         were dissolved, and on 12 November, the government announced that a total of 835 persons
         were to be banned from political life for the next eight years. The government forced
         the dismissal of 937 journalists (editors and reporters) and the consolidation of
         radio-TV broadcasting systems and newspaper presses in what became known as “the massacre
         of the mass media” of October–November 1980. In essence, a new military revolution
         took place under the dictatorial leadership of Chun. In December, the Korean CIA was
         renamed the Agency for National Security Planning (ANSP) without losing any of its
         former power.
      

      
      With the partial lifting of Martial Law Decree No. 10 on 15 November 1980, political
         activity was renewed, and in January 1981 there emerged new parties with new leadership:
         President Chun’s Democratic Justice Party (DJP), the Democratic Korean Party (DKP)
         led by Yu Chi-song, and the Korean National Party (KNP) of Kim Chong-chol. All were
         government funded in one way or another, as were a number of minor parties. On 25
         February 1981, the 5,278-member Presidential Electoral College, which was popularly
         elected on 11 November and replaced the NCU, elected the incumbent president as the
         first president of the Fifth Republic for a nonrenewable, seven-year term of office
         under the new Constitution.
      

       

      The Fifth Republic, March 1981–February 1988. The Fifth Republic began on 3 March 1981 when Chun took the oath of office for a single
         seven-year presidential term. This was followed by the general elections for the new
         National Assembly in late March. The 11th National Assembly was inaugurated on 11
         April, replacing the short-lived LCNS; the DJP was the majority party. Although Chun
         sustained the momentum of economic modernization and development that began in the
         1960s, his government displayed little inclination to promote democracy, and it failed
         to win the confidence of the people. It also misused power to strengthen government
         control and benefit the ruling party and those individuals and business firms that
         supported it. As a result, the people regarded the Chun administration as “a hotbed
         of illegality and irrationality,” and the dubious financial dealings of President
         Chun’s wife, his brother, and other relatives were widely known. Consequently, the
         democratic aspirations of the people suffered, and there occurred frequent student
         riots and labor unrest, accompanied by violence, as the demand for democratic reform
         increased.
      

      
      President Chun made state visits to the five nations of the Association of Southeast
         Asian Nations (ASEAN) in June 1981, to Japan in September 1984, to the United States
         in February 1981 and April 1985, and to five European nations in April 1986, improving
         South Korea’s diplomatic and commercial ties with them. However, his plan to visit
         six Southeast Asian nations in October 1983 was cut short by an assassination attempt
         by North Korean agents in Rangoon, Burma, on 9 October. Chun escaped, but many of
         his top advisers and cabinet ministers were killed.
      

      
      In June 1981, Chun granted amnesty to 1,061 political prisoners who had been imprisoned
         in connection with the Kwangju uprising, reduced the death sentence given to Kim Dae-jung
         to life imprisonment, and allowed him to travel to the United States for “medical
         treatment” in December 1982. Between February 1983 and November 1984, Chun gradually
         removed 835 former political leaders from the political blacklist, restoring their
         political and civil rights. However, Chun and his government utterly failed to promote
         democracy, refusing to revise the Constitution before 1989. Following the founding
         of an underground radical student organization named the Committee for Promotion of
         Democracy (Minchuwi) in October 1984, a group of radical students occupied the headquarters of the ruling
         DJP, demanding further democratic reform. But Chun made no concessions, except the
         removal of 84 names out of 103 persons who were still on the political blacklist in
         November 1984. A final group of 19 former political leaders, which included Kim Jong-pil,
         Kim Dae-jung, and Kim Young-sam, did not regain political and civil rights until March
         1985.
      

      
      Those who regained their political and civil rights in November 1984 established the
         New Korea Democratic Party (NKDP) in January 1985 and agitated for an immediate revision
         of the Constitution. At this juncture, Kim Dae-jung returned to Seoul from the United
         States.
      

      
      In the general elections for the National Assembly, held in mid-February 1985, the
         opposition NKDP won the majority of urban votes, but the ruling DJP managed to maintain
         its overall majority. Shortly thereafter, President Chun named Roh Tae-woo as the
         new chairman of the DJP in order to strengthen the party and also to indicate that
         Roh would be his successor. The opposition party leaders, having formed the Council
         for the Promotion of Democracy (CPD), called for the merger of all opposition parties,
         named Kim Dae-jung and Kim Young-sam cochairmen of the CPD, and demanded further constitutional
         revision. In mid-April 1985, radical students formed the Committee for the Three People’s
         Struggle (Sammintu) with the representatives of 23 universities and began to organize more violent protests.
         Students belonging to this and other radical groups occupied both the U.S. Information
         Center in Seoul in late May and the training institute of the ruling DJP.
      

      
      In March 1985, Kim Young-sam officially joined the NKDP, becoming adviser to the party
         president. The NKDP thereupon launched a more determined movement for the revision
         of the Constitution, demanding the direct election of the president and a return to
         the system whereby the prime minister was responsible to the National Assembly.
      

      
      In the turbulent political climate of the spring of 1986, the police placed 270 opposition
         politicians under house arrest to block a mass rally planned by the NKDP. Nonetheless,
         large mass rallies were held in Seoul, Inchon, Kwangju, Taegu, and Pusan in support
         of the constitutional revision drive. It was the first time since 1981 that such large
         outdoor mass political rallies openly criticizing the regime and its policies had
         been held in South Korea. While demonstrators even demanded the immediate resignation
         of Chun, several groups of university professors issued statements calling for the
         immediate revision of the Constitution, and a group of 325 women leaders called for
         the promotion of social democracy and women’s rights under a new constitution.
      

      
      Political peace was restored temporarily when, following the meeting between the president
         and the opposition leaders, Chun agreed to form a constitution study committee to
         prepare for the constitutional revision. However, Chun refused to revise the Constitution
         before 1989 in order to enable his successor to be chosen by the Electoral College
         under the existing Constitution. Opposition groups such as the NKDP, the CPD, and
         Catholic and Protestant societies increased their demands for a constitutional revision
         in 1986 so that the 1987 presidential election would be held under a revised constitution.
      

      
      The rise of radical groups and increasing demonstrations caused considerable problems
         for the government. In late October 1986, a group of young revolutionaries whose aim
         was to form a Marxist–Leninist party was arrested. This was followed in early November
         by a mass demonstration at Konguk University in Seoul of 1,270 radical students from
         various universities.
      

      
      The police cracked down on dissidents who had organized the Joint Masses Movement
         for Democracy and Unification (Mintongyon) in mid-November, and they also arrested the leaders of the allegedly pro–North Korean
         Anti-Imperialist League.
      

      
      The political situation rapidly deteriorated as antagonism between the ruling DJP
         and the opposition NKDP grew following the adoption by the DJP in October 1986 of
         a resolution that would allow the police to arrest opposition assemblymen. The passage
         of the 1987 national budget bill by DJP lawmakers in early December without opposition
         participation only worsened the situation. The death by police torture of a university
         student in December further radicalized antigovernment students, forcing the president
         to replace the home minister and the director of the National Police in January 1987.
      

      
      President Chun’s 13 April 1987 ban on any further talks about constitutional reform
         until after the 1988 Seoul Olympics precipitated violent reaction against the government
         and the ruling party. Protestant ministers and Catholic priests and nuns carried out
         hunger strikes demanding Chun’s resignation, while professors at many universities
         and lawyers issued political statements criticizing the policy of the president and
         his party. Hundreds of thousands of students and others staged antigovernment demonstrations
         throughout the spring and early summer, regularly clashing with the paramilitary “combat”
         (riot) police. The city of Seoul became a battleground as teargas filled the air over
         the city and traffic stoppages became a regular feature. In this turbulent political
         situation, 71 lawmakers defected from the NKDP and formed the new Reunification Democratic
         Party (RDP) on 1 May, with Kim Young-sam as its president and Kim Dae-jung as his
         adviser, declaring their determination to carry out their struggle for democratization.
      

      
      The nomination on 10 June of Roh Tae-woo, chairman of the ruling DJP, as presidential
         candidate of the DJP precipitated more violence. The opposition RDP demanded an immediate
         revision of the Constitution, restoration of full freedom of the press, release of
         all political prisoners, and the restoration of full civil rights for Kim Dae-jung.
         In the wake of this, 500 people, including the vice president of the RDP, were arrested
         on 10 June in the midst of daily clashes between riot police and protesters. A total
         breakdown of law and order seemed imminent.
      

      
      On 24 June 1987, President Chun met with Kim Young-sam to seek a solution, but they
         failed to reach agreement because Chun would make no major concessions. Thereafter,
         the opposition RDP mobilized the masses and carried out the Grand Peace March on 26
         June. Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets, clashing with the riot
         police. The police seized Kim Young-sam and others, while Kim Dae-jung, who had been
         freed the previous day after 78 days of detention in his home, was again placed under
         house arrest. The country seemed on the verge of a serious national crisis similar
         to that of April 1960.
      

      
      Roh Tae-woo now intervened. He issued the “Democratization Declaration” on 29 June,
         demanding that President Chun accept his proposals and indicating that he would resign
         the chairmanship of the party and candidacy for the presidency if his demands were
         not met. The nation was stunned by this unexpected development but welcomed it with
         cautious optimism. Roh met with Chun and convinced the latter that the only peaceful
         way to defuse the crisis was to implement his reform policy. Persuaded by Roh, Chun
         announced on 1 July that he had accepted the proposals, thus paving the way for a
         peaceful settlement of the most troublesome political issues the nation had faced
         in years.
      

      
      In an attempt at conciliation, the government granted amnesty on 10 July 1987 to 2,335
         political prisoners, including Kim Dae-jung, also restoring their civil rights. President
         Chun relinquished the presidency of the DJP to Roh in early August as the two major
         political parties agreed on the basic outline of a new constitution.
      

      
      As the winds of democracy rose, labor unrest increased, while radical students continued
         their antigovernment demonstrations. More than 500 industrial disputes erupted, mainly
         in the motor, mining, and shipbuilding industries, as striking workers demanded higher
         wages, better treatment, and better working conditions. Most of these disputes were
         settled quickly, but violent clashes between striking workers and riot police took
         place at Hyundai Motors in Ulsan. By mid-October 1987, however, nearly all labor strikes
         ended when the government conceded a swift revision of labor laws. Workers were now
         guaranteed the right to form unions and to engage in collective bargaining, and minimum
         wages were raised.
      

      
      On the political front, negotiations carried out between Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-jung
         failed to result in the selection of a single RDP presidential candidate. Kim Young-sam
         declared his candidacy for president in mid-October, and on 12 November Kim Dae-jung,
         taking 27 of the RDP’s lawmakers with him, formed his own Party for Peace and Democracy
         (PPD), becoming its head as well as its presidential candidate. With this, the two
         major existing opposition parties—the NKP and the NKDP—were virtually dissolved. Kim
         Jong-pil revived Park Chung-hee’s old Democratic Republican Party (DRP), which had
         been defunct since early 1980, renaming it the New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP).
         He also became its leader and presidential candidate. For the first time in the history
         of South Korea, a woman, Hong Sook-ja of the Socialist Democratic Party, announced
         her intention to run for the presidency, although she later withdrew.
      

      
      The democratization process moved ahead when on 12 October 1987 the National Assembly
         passed the ninth constitutional amendment, providing for direct presidential election.
         The new Constitution was put to a national referendum on 27 October, to take effect
         on 25 February 1988. Some 20 million of the country’s 25.6 million eligible voters
         cast their ballots, approving the Constitution by 93.3 percent. Thus the stage was
         set for the establishment of the Sixth Republic.
      

      
      The first direct popular presidential election in 16 years was conducted on 16 December
         1987. Some 23 million, or 89.2 percent of, eligible voters cast their ballots, electing
         Roh Tae-woo of the DJP as president for a nonrenewable five-year-term of office with
         36.6 percent of the vote. Kim Daejung received 28.1 percent, and Kim Young-sam received
         27.1 percent. It was clear that the two major opposition parties’ failure to present
         a single candidate had “given” the presidency to Roh. Kim Jong-pil of the NDRP received
         8.1 percent of the vote, while the fifth candidate received only 0.2 percent.
      

       

      The Sixth Republic, First Stage, Roh Tae-woo: 1988–1993. On 25 February 1988, President Roh took the oath of office for a single five-year
         presidential term, the first truly peaceful transfer of power since 1948, thus beginning
         the Sixth Republic. In his inaugural address, Roh said that the era of “ordinary people”
         had arrived and that the days when freedom and human rights could be suppressed “in
         the name of economic growth and national security have ended.”
      

      
      Looking forward to the National Assembly elections under the new National Assembly
         Election Law of 8 March 1988, which restored the single-member constituency for the
         first time in 17 years and increased the number of seats in the legislature from 276
         to 299, Kim Young-sam resigned the presidency of the DRP, hoping to bring about the
         merger of the two major opposition parties. Kim Dae-jung refused to do likewise until
         criticism against him grew to such an extent that in mid-March 1988 he was forced
         to step down from the presidency of his party. Despite this move, the two opposition
         parties failed to merge, and both Kims resumed their respective party presidencies.
         In the general elections for the National Assembly held on 26 April, the ruling party
         failed to win a majority for the first time, as only 87 of its candidates were elected.
         Kim Dae-jung’s PPD won 54 district seats, thus becoming the first opposition party;
         Kim Young-sam’s RDP won 46 district seats; and Kim Jong-pil’s NDRP won 27 district
         seats. A minor party won 1, and 9 seats were taken by the Independents. The 75 national
         seats were distributed to each party according to the percentage of votes it received.
         Thus the DJP received 38 seats, the PPD 17, RDP 13, and the NDRP 8.
      

      
      The nature of politics remained undemocratic under the Sixth Republic. The uncooperative
         relationship between the ruling and opposition parties continued; the behavior of
         politicians and government officials remained dishonest and bureaucratic; and student,
         farmer, and worker unrest did not subside. Despite these unfavorable factors, the
         government of the Sixth Republic took several significant steps to promote democracy
         and restore harmony between the government and the people. First of all, in April
         1988, the government redefined the May 1980 civil disturbances in Kwangju as “part
         of the efforts by students and citizens . . . for democratization of the nation,”
         offered an apology to the people in Kwangju, and promised compensation for the victims.
         Second, in July it removed a long-standing ban on the published works of 120 writers
         who had defected to North Korea after 1945, and in October it lifted another long-standing
         ban on the pre–Korean War songs and artworks of 100 musicians and artists who had
         either defected or were abducted to North Korea, provided their material included
         no North Korean propaganda. The government also liberalized the press law, permitting
         the establishment of new newspaper presses and radio-television broadcasting corporations.
         It also allowed the sale of some books on communism published in North Korea and elsewhere
         and permitted the study of Marxism at colleges.
      

      
      In May 1988, the Roh administration established the Administrative Reform Commission
         to study “future-oriented government systems” to help the country move forward with
         democratic development, including a plan to implement local autonomy in 1991. Roh
         made efforts to promote cooperative relationships between the ruling DJP and the opposition
         parties in solving domestic and foreign problems, especially those issues related
         to the Fifth Republic, and made some effort to meet the grievances of students and
         workers.
      

      
      These and other measures brought about a temporary truce among conflicting groups
         for the primary purpose of hosting the 1988 24th Summer Olympics in Seoul as scheduled.
         As a result, between 17 September and 2 October 1988, Seoul witnessed the largest
         and the most peaceful Olympics ever held up until then. Following this success, the
         Roh administration was able to persuade former president Chun to make a nationwide
         television appearance on 23 November to apologize for the wrongdoings of his administration
         and its officials. Chun and his wife then left Seoul for self-imposed internal exile
         at a remote Buddhist temple, where they stayed until December 1990. Three days later
         after Chun’s broadcast, Roh appealed for leniency for his predecessor, and in a five-point
         formula, he promised to launch a broad reform plan to ensure democratic rule and end
         abuses of power by the government. His plan also included the reorganization of the
         government and the ruling party to realize “a spirit of a new era,” the institutionalization
         of an impartial method for raising and allocating political funds, and the promotion
         of “liberal democracy.”
      

      
      In order to calm several months of political storm that had engulfed his administration
         over matters related to the Fifth Republic, as well as to improve public confidence
         in his administration’s commitment to democratization, on 5 December 1988, Roh carried
         out a major cabinet reshuffle, appointing Kang Young-hoon as prime minister and replacing
         20 of the 25 cabinet ministers and the mayor of Seoul. This was followed by the granting
         on 21 December of amnesty for more than 2,000 “politically motivated offenders” and
         the release of 281 political prisoners, including those students who were serving
         20-year sentences for firebombing the U.S. Cultural Center in Pusan in 1982.
      

      
      While issues related to former president Chun and the Fifth Republic, as well as the
         alleged involvement of Roh as former commander of a military unit in the Kwangju incident,
         continued to trouble the Roh administration, a new outbreak of antigovernment demonstrations
         was triggered when Roh announced on 20 March 1989 that he was postponing the national
         referendum on his administration that he had promised in 1987 during his presidential
         campaign.
      

      
      The two most significant political developments in South Korea in the early 1990s
         were the emergence of the “super” ruling Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) and the restoration
         of partial local autonomy. The first was achieved when the interests of the ruling
         DJP, which had no majority in the National Assembly, and two opposition parties, the
         RDP and the NDRP, both of which badly needed to strengthen their positions, converged
         in January 1990. Following secret negotiations carried out among the presidents of
         these three parties, in February 1990 they merged to form the DLP, with 216 seats
         in the 299-seat National Assembly, making the lone opposition PPD, with 70 seats,
         altogether powerless. Those former members of the RDP who refused to join the newly
         established DLP formed their own parties, such as the New Democratic United Party
         and the Democratic Party. Eventually these two parties merged with the PPD, forming
         a viable opposition New Democratic Party (NDP) in 1991.
      

      
      New political problems soon hit the government. It was disclosed that government and
         party officials were involved in financial scandals, including one relating to an
         illicit allotment of a large tract of land in Seoul’s Suso District to a developer.
         Riot police beat a college student to death. These developments and other political
         and labor problems led Roh to carry out his third major cabinet reshuffle, in February
         1991.
      

      
      The most constructive political development during this period was the partial restoration
         of local autonomy in 1991. It came about in two stages under a new local autonomy
         law adopted by the National Assembly in December 1990. In the first stage, members
         of small district councils were elected on 25 March 1991. The small districts included
         small cities, counties, and wards of large municipalities. In these elections, only
         55.9 percent of the 24 million eligible voters cast their ballots. In the second stage,
         on 20 June, members of the large district councils were elected. These included Seoul
         and five other special municipalities and nine provinces. In the large district council
         elections, only 58.9 percent of the 28 million eligible voters cast ballots. The elections
         for provincial governors and mayors of the special municipalities, which would provide
         the new system with real authority, were supposed to be held during the first half
         of 1992, but they were postponed until 1995. Real local autonomy was, for the present,
         aborted.
      

      
      With National Assembly elections due in 1992, and in order to cope more effectively
         with the superior position of the ruling DLP, in September 1991, Yi Ki-taek’s Democratic
         Party and the NDP led by Kim Dae-jung and Yi Wu-jong merged to form yet another Democratic
         Party (DP). This provided a stronger opposition party in the National Assembly. There
         was a surprising new development in January 1992, when Chung Juyung, founder and honorary
         chairman of the Hyundai Group, who had no political experience, organized the Unification
         National Party (UNP). Soon thereafter, Dr. Kim Tong-gil, professor of history at Yonsei
         University, reorganized his Asia-Pacific-Era Committee into the New Korea Party (Saehandang) in mid-January, while Pak Chan-jong formed the Party for New Political Reform (PNPR).
         On 7 February, the Unification National Party and the New Korea Party merged to form
         the Unification National Party (UNP), otherwise called the United People’s Party (UPP),
         with Chung as its president and Kim as its executive chairman.
      

      
      In the general elections for the National Assembly held in March 1992, the ruling
         DLP, the DP, the UNP, and three other splinter parties competed for seats. Despite
         its size, the ruling DLP won only 38.5 percent of the votes, winning 116 district
         seats, while the major opposition DP won 29.2 percent of the votes (75 assembly seats),
         and the newly formed UNP won 17.3 percent of the votes (24 assembly seats). Independents
         won 11.5 percent of the votes (21 assembly seats). Even with 33 National Assembly
         seats allocated to the ruling DLP, it failed to secure a majority. Only when seven
         Independents joined the DLP, and one assemblyman-elect from the UNP and another from
         the DP defected to the DLP, did the ruling DLP gain a majority (159 seats). The remaining
         Independents formed their own Fraternal Society. Only 71.9 percent (20.8 million)
         of the 29 million eligible voters cast ballots, the lowest turnout of voters in the
         history of National Assembly elections, indicating voters’ declining interest in politics.
      

      
      President Roh’s term of office was due to expire in February 1993. In preparation
         for the election, in May 1992 the major parties selected their presidential candidates.
         The ruling DLP nominated Kim Young-sam, the DP nominated Kim Dae-jung, the UNP nominated
         Chung Ju-yung, and the PNPR nominated Pak Chan-jong as candidates. Only the DP selected
         its presidential candidate in a democratic manner, offering a choice of candidates.
         The leadership of the PNPR and the UNP nominated their presidential candidates without
         any contenders. The way in which the ruling DLP selected Kim Young-sam not only aroused
         bitter intraparty conflict, and eventually a party split, but also attracted criticism
         from the electorate.
      

      
      At the December 1992 election, Kim Young-sam won with 42 percent of the votes, well
         ahead of Kim Dae-jung, the major opposition candidate. For the first time since 1961,
         South Korea had a democratically elected civilian president, albeit one who had thrown
         in his lot with the existing ruling party. Kim Dae-jung, his onetime fellow dissident
         and rival, announced his retirement from politics, retreating to the University of
         Cambridge in Britain to reflect and write. The industrialist Chung Ju-yung, who had
         not done as well as he had expected, also moved out of the political arena. Kim Young-sam
         was therefore in a very powerful position, despite some lingering opposition from
         within his own party.
      

       

      The Sixth Republic, Second Stage, Kim Young-sam: 1993–1998. Kim began well. In his inauguration speech, he pledged that he would fight both public
         and private corruption and revitalize the flagging economy. He called upon the people
         to help him build a “New Korea” in which Koreans would regain their former industriousness
         and self-confidence. His first symbolic gesture was to open up the streets around
         the presidential palace, Chong Wa Dae, usually known as the Blue House, which had
         been closed as a security measure since the 1960s. He introduced a series of short-term
         measures designed to get the economy moving, followed by a new five-year plan, which
         provided a longer-term strategy for sustained economic development. He also pledged
         that he would clean up the money politics that had come to dominate the South Korean
         political scene. He made public his total assets and those of his immediate family.
         Corrupt officials were purged, and known corrupt lawmakers were encouraged to leave
         the ruling party. A further weapon against corruption and financial irregularity was
         the introduction of the real-name system in financial transactions, completed in August
         1993 but prepared in great secrecy for maximum effect. One personal contribution to
         honesty was that the president stopped dyeing his hair; instead of the jet-black locks
         he had hitherto worn, he now appeared in public and in his official pictures with
         a distinguished head of gray hair. At the end of his first year in office, he enjoyed
         an 80 percent approval rating in opinion polls.
      

      
      The following year saw a further batch of reforms, mainly in the political field.
         These included a law against election malpractices, a law concerning political funds,
         and a local autonomy act. These were designed to strengthen and deepen the South Korean
         commitment to the democratic process. They were ambitious projects, often based on
         the best practice of more politically advanced countries, and some doubted whether
         they were really suitable for or likely to be successful in the particular circumstances
         of a country that had just emerged from a long period of military or quasi-military
         rule. Apart from such doubts, there was also some concern that, whatever the theory,
         there was a marked reluctance on the part of the South Korean ruling elite to give
         up power once obtained. In the case of the local autonomy law, for example, many powers
         that might have logically devolved to the localities were reserved to the center.
         The laws on election malpractices and political funds set high standards, perhaps
         even higher than the current level of South Korean political behavior could sustain.
         One area in which radical reform had been expected from Kim, a former opposition figure,
         was the national security apparatus, and there were some changes. Kim Deok, a university
         professor, took over as head of the ANSP, with a mandate to downsize the organization
         and end its role in domestic politics. There the reforms stopped. The National Security
         Law and the other means of repression used since the very beginning of the ROK continued
         in force, and before long there was backtracking even on the modest reforms in the
         ANSP.
      

      
      In addition to high standards of political behavior, South Koreans also found themselves
         expected to meet new international standards. From November 1994, President Kim committed
         South Korea to a new concept of “globalization,” or in Korean, segehwa. Segehwa was from the beginning an imprecise concept. Building on the fact that the South Korean
         economy was the 11th largest in the world, Kim appeared to claim that South Korea
         could teach the rest of the world about economic development. In the short term, however,
         much of the segehwa rhetoric related to what some felt was a premature commitment to the opening of the
         South Korean economy to the world. This would culminate in South Korea’s successful
         attempt to join the world’s leading group of industrialized nations, the Organisation
         for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). Ironically, this bid succeeded in
         November 1997, just as South Korea’s economy faced its worst-ever economic crisis
         and as Kim Young-sam’s term of office came to an end.
      

      
      Well before that, however, Kim had begun to face major problems on several fronts,
         which would cast a shadow over his early successes. Just as he had taken office, a
         crisis developed over North Korea’s alleged nuclear weapons program. Satellite evidence
         appeared to show that an experimental site at Yongbyon, north of the North Korean
         capital, Pyongyang, contained more than the North Koreans admitted. There was also
         growing concern over the North Korean attitude toward the Nuclear Non-proliferation
         Treaty (NPT). The North had signed this in 1985 under Soviet pressure but had failed
         to sign the required safeguards agreement or to provide a full list of its nuclear
         installations until 1992. Faced with international pressure, the North announced in
         March 1993 that it would withdraw from the NPT.
      

      
      This was obviously a serious issue for South Korea, but it was the United States that
         dominated the attempts to persuade North Korea to conform to the terms of the NPT.
         Kim Young-sam’s approach to the issue was very much in keeping with what was increasingly
         seen as his approach on most issues: he failed to pursue a consistent policy, sometimes
         being conciliatory, sometimes bellicose. Hostile press comment would quickly induce
         a presidential change of policy. Somehow, however, a dialogue with North Korea continued,
         and there were plans for a summit meeting between the North’s leader, Kim Il Sung,
         and Kim Young-sam in July 1994. But to many in South Korea, their country seemed sidelined,
         especially when it was the former American president, Jimmy Carter, still regarded
         with hostility in some circles in South Korea for his planned troop withdrawals in
         the 1970s, who appeared to save the day with his June 1994 negotiations in North Korea.
      

      
      At this point, Kim Il Sung died, and the summit was postponed. Although Kim Young-sam
         had been prepared to meet Kim Il Sung, he now refused to express any form of condolence,
         and the government took firm action against manifestations of sympathy that took place
         on a number of university campuses. The North retaliated with much hostile comment
         and effectively ceased all dialogue with the South as long as Kim Young-sam remained
         president. A further sign of Kim’s unsure touch where North Korea was concerned came
         in 1996. When a North Korean infiltration/surveillance submarine went aground off
         the east coast, the ROK security forces at first failed to capture those who went
         on the run, and then killed them all. The North demanded the return of the bodies,
         and after it had agreed to apologize for the incident, the cremated remains were handed
         back on 30 December 1996. There had been no notification that the bodies were to be
         cremated, and this action increased the North’s hostility toward Kim Young-sam’s regime.
      

      
      Domestic issues also brought problems for Kim Young-sam. A series of fatal accidents
         during 1994–1995, while not the direct responsibility of the government, pointed to
         weak control of the construction industry and corruption in local and national governments.
         The popularity of both the government and Kim Young-sam fell rapidly, a decline reflected
         in the antigovernment party vote in the June 1995 local elections.
      

      
      More serious was the reopening of the issue of how Chun Doo-hwan had come to power
         and responsibility for the Kwangju incident. There had been high hopes among dissident
         groups and families of the Kwangju victims that Kim’s election would lead to a reexamination
         of the events of 1979–1980. Kim Young-sam had declined to address the issue, saying
         that it should be left for history to decide. Some felt that this attitude had less
         to do with magnanimity on the president’s part than with the fact that he had come
         to power with the support of Chun and Roh.
      

      
      In 1995, the issue was taken out of Kim’s hands. In 1993, the general whom Chun Doo-hwan
         had dismissed in 1979, Chung Sung-hwa, brought a case accusing Chun and Roh Tae-woo
         of mutiny on that occasion. The court agreed in July 1995 that the events in 1979
         had been something approaching a mutiny, but the prosecutors declined to take action.
         Chun and Roh had once again escaped an examination of their actions. As the real-name
         (the depositor’s  genuine name, not an alias or some other person’s name) financial
         reforms began to take effect, however, there was increasing speculation that some
         of the biggest borrowed-name (a depositor’s own name, not an alias or somebody else’s)
         accounts belonged to the two former presidents and their supporters. On 19 October
         1995, an opposition legislator revealed in the National Assembly that Roh had about
         400 billion won (US$500 million) in a series of undisclosed bank accounts. Speculation
         was soon rife that Chun probably had similar amounts. On 27 October, Roh in tears
         revealed at a press conference that he actually held US$650 million in various funds.
      

      
      This confession led to countrywide demonstrations and demands from the opposition
         that Kim Young-sam should indicate whether or not he had received money from Roh.
         The prosecutors also began investigations into the source of the funds—which turned
         out to be mainly the big business conglomerates—and Roh was arrested on 25 November
         on suspicion of taking bribes. Before long, Chun too had been arrested.
      

      
      Kim Young-sam, who hitherto had not been involved and indeed had refused to reopen
         the past, now effectively gave the go-ahead for a full investigation, not just of
         the corruption and bribery issues, but also of the circumstances surrounding the 1979
         coup and the Kwangju incident. A special law passed the National Assembly on 19 December
         1995, and the way was opened for the prosecution of Chun, Roh, and a number of their
         military and business associates.
      

      
      The verdict was issued in August 1996. Chun was sentenced to death and Roh to 22 years
         and six months in jail, while both had large fines imposed. Other military figures
         received jail sentences, but the industrialists who were convicted of bribery and
         corruption received suspended sentences. Both of the former presidents had their sentences
         reduced on appeal, Chun to life and Roh to 17 years. Eventually, after the 1997 presidential
         elections, Kim Young-sam, with the agreement of the incoming president, Kim Dae-jung,
         released both men from prison. The heavy fines stood. For many years they remained
         unpaid, but in 2013 both Chun and Roh paid off substantial amounts. It is not clear,
         however, that all the fines have yet been fully paid.
      

      
      There was much speculation over why Kim Young-sam had changed his mind about prosecuting
         his predecessors. The public outrage at the extent of the corruption may have been
         a factor, but he had firmly resisted earlier calls for action. Some argued that he
         had allowed the prosecutions to go ahead to protect himself. Chun and Roh would not
         reveal what they knew about him, since they might ultimately be dependent on him for
         presidential clemency. Others felt that he had acted to recoup some of his lost popularity
         and with a view to influencing both the April 1996 National Assembly elections and
         the 1997 presidential elections.
      

      
      If these were his aims, they were unsuccessful. In the April 1996 elections the government
         party failed to win an overall majority in the National Assembly. The defeat was soon
         remedied, with promises buying defections from other parties, but it was not a good
         omen. Soon there were other problems as well. The change of heart over prosecuting
         the former presidents brought little credit to Kim Young-sam, who was widely seen
         as having acted too late. Besides, there was soon clear evidence that corruption had
         by no means disappeared. Before the end of 1996, a former minister of health and a
         former minister of defense had been jailed for corruption. Early in 1997, the collapse
         of the Hanbo Iron and Steel Company not only had major economic repercussions but
         also brought the tide of corruption lapping at the president’s own door. Another minister,
         a presidential aide, several parliamentarians, and various businessmen were caught
         up in the scandal, as was one of the president’s sons, Kim Hyon-chol. In the event,
         no charges were levied against the younger Kim, but again questions lingered about
         the real reason for his activities.
      

      
      Increasingly savage labor disputes and a new round of student demonstrations, during
         one of which a policeman was killed, added to Kim’s difficulties. There were claims
         that pro–North Korean activists were behind the student demonstrations, and the North
         itself seemed to be more belligerent.
      

      
      To cope with these developments, Kim decided to restore many of the powers that he
         had taken away from the ANSP in his early days and to introduce tough new labor laws.
         Faced with opposition in the Assembly, in a move reminiscent of Park Chung-hee’s day,
         the ruling party met at six in the morning on 26 December 1996 and passed the two
         bills.
      

      
      The presidential election year of 1997 therefore began on a low note. Kim Young-sam’s
         personal popularity in the opinion polls was below 20 percent and falling. He was
         reluctant to name a successor as the ruling party candidate for the election, no doubt
         wishing to prevent an alternative center of power developing within the party. He
         also had to be careful in his choice if he wished to avoid the same fate as his two
         predecessors. The corruption issue would not go away either, and in May, Kim Hyon-chol
         was arrested. The parties traded allegations about the amounts of money political
         leaders had received. The year also saw increasing economic problems, beginning with
         the collapse of the Hanbo Group in January. By the summer, several of the lesser chaebol appeared to be in serious difficulties. President Kim, preoccupied with the arrest
         of his son and increasingly struggling to prevent his onetime associate and political
         rival, Kim Dae-jung, from becoming president, seemed oblivious to the major problems
         the country faced.
      

      
      When the collapse of the Thai currency in July triggered the Asian financial crisis,
         Kim Young-sam seemed detached. He remained so as the crisis began to engulf the South
         Korean economy. It is true that the government stepped in when Kia Motors went bankrupt
         in October 1997, but that was to prevent the social dislocation likely to be caused
         by such a failure. As the won came under pressure, the government declined all outside
         assistance, only to see the currency fall to under 1,000 won to the U.S. dollar. At
         this point, the government called on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for assistance.
         By the end of November 1997, the IMF had advanced South Korea $57 billion, the largest
         such loan ever made. Koreans, used to success and fearful of the IMF’s demands for
         the opening of the economy, seemed in despair. Not surprisingly, the crisis became
         known as the “IMF crisis” in Korea.
      

      
      This was the backdrop against which the 1997 presidential election was fought. The
         ruling party eventually settled on a respected High Court judge, Lee Hoi-chang, as
         its candidate. He seemed to have good qualifications. He was notably younger than
         his main opponent, Kim Dae-jung, and enjoyed a reputation for honesty. However, there
         was opposition from within the party, and when news broke that both his sons had somehow
         avoided military service, his reputation suffered a setback.
      

      
      Meanwhile, an unexpected alliance had emerged among the opposition candidates. In
         early November, just ahead of the election, Kim Dae-jung of the National Council for
         New Politics (NCNP), the party he had created in 1995, and Kim Jong-pil, head of the
         United Liberal Democrats (ULD) and once Park Chung-hee’s prime minister and founder
         of the KCIA, announced an electoral alliance, with Kim Dae-jung as their presidential
         candidate. Many predicted that what they saw as an unholy alliance would fail; the
         ruling party, using state powers as in the past, tried to ensure that it would. In
         the event, and following a split in the ruling party, Kim Dae-jung won the 1997 presidential
         election on 18 December, albeit by just 400,000 votes out of 26 million. When he took
         office in February 1998 as the 15th president, it marked the first time since 1948
         that power had passed peacefully from a ruling party to the opposition.
      

       

      The Sixth Republic, Third Stage, Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun: 1998–2008. The new administration faced a formidable task as the economic crisis deepened. Kim
         Dae-jung appeared to begin badly, stating after receiving his first official briefings
         that he had had no idea how bad things were. He later claimed that this was an attempt
         to bring home to the Korean people how serious a position they faced. If he had made
         an error, he quickly recovered. Kim had in fact given much thought to the economic
         needs of South Korea during his long years in opposition, and he now began to put
         some of these into practice. He also assembled a competent team of advisers while
         making conciliatory moves toward both the labor unions and big business.
      

      
      Clearly action was needed as the economic crisis deepened, and the economy dominated
         Kim Dae-jung’s first year in office. In the first six months of 1998, real GNP declined
         by 5.3 percent compared with the same period the previous year. The dollar/won ratio
         hovered around the 1,700 level. Unemployment increased as more and more companies
         became insolvent. This reflected a huge range of problems, including great over-capacity,
         a nearly bankrupt financial sector, and massive private debt.
      

      
      Kim set out to persuade his countrymen that the IMF package, negotiated the previous
         year, had to be implemented, however hard that was. The Financial Supervisory Commission
         oversaw the shutting down of about 100 financial institutions and over 50 non-competitive
         companies. The reform of the chaebol proved more difficult, but here too strenuous efforts were made, with most of the
         major companies agreeing to restructure around a set of core activities. At the same
         time, the South Korean capital markets were liberalized, and many areas hitherto closed
         to foreign investment were now opened. By the end of 1998, there were signs of hope.
      

      
      Perhaps it was not surprising that in these circumstances domestic politics seemed
         less important. Kim Dae-jung’s links with the ULD and Kim Jong-pil led to the latter’s
         nomination as prime minister. Tensions between the ruling party and the opposition,
         so recently itself the ruling party, and Kim Jong-pil’s own past, meant that it was
         six months before the National Assembly approved his appointment as prime minister.
         There was little sign of the political reform that many had expected from a Kim Dae-jung
         government, although there was a swing toward new political blood as liberal scholars,
         former student dissidents, and people from the hitherto neglected Cholla provinces
         found themselves in positions of power. The catchall National Security Law remained
         in effect, as did the powers of the ANSP, now renamed the National Intelligence Service
         (NIS). The NIS was given new leadership, and once again there was a pledge that it
         would no longer operate on the domestic scene. In the event, the new leadership, while
         carrying out some reforms, appears to have made little difference to the overall ethos
         of the service, and it was not long before allegations of the organization’s involvement
         in internal affairs were being made public.
      

      
      Internationally, Kim Dae-jung enjoyed a favorable reputation for his long years of
         opposition to successive military regimes and for his democratic principles. Domestic
         problems to some extent limited his opportunities for travel, but when he did, such
         as his visit to London in April 1998 for the relatively new Asia–Europe Summit Meeting,
         it made an impact.
      

      
      Kim Dae-jung had long been an advocate of a new approach to North Korea, one that
         would avoid confrontation. Sometimes his advocacy of closer ties with the North had
         been portrayed as akin to treason, and government officials had not been shy of claiming
         that he was a crypto-communist. Now, as president, he was able to put his ideas into
         practice. Basically, Kim formally and in public abandoned any idea of taking over
         the North. References to “unification policy” were dropped in favor of a more general
         “policy toward the North.” These new efforts at engagement with the North were named
         the “sunshine policy,” and Kim Dae-jung would stick to it throughout his presidency,
         in the face of domestic attacks and the North’s reluctance to engage.
      

      
      Despite the latter, and despite what some saw as North Korean provocation, including
         a second submarine intrusion in June 1998 and a major naval clash in the Yellow Sea
         a year later, Kim Dae-jung continued to emphasize that his government was not planning
         to take over the North and that South Korea was willing and able to help the North
         out of its severe economic difficulties. He encouraged nongovernmental contacts with
         the North, including the Hyundai Corporation’s tourist trips to the Kumgang (Diamond)
         Mountains. Eventually, in spring 2000, the North responded positively, and the first-ever
         North–South summit took place in June 2000. When the North’s de facto leader, Kim
         Jong Il, appeared to be more approachable than expected, a short-lived wave of pro-North
         euphoria swept South Korea, to the chagrin of many South Korean conservatives and
         Korean War veterans.
      

      
      Yet there were few who could deny that the summit was an outstanding achievement.
         The June 2000 summit, if it had done nothing else, seemed to secure Kim Dae-jung’s
         place in history. The award of the Nobel Peace Prize later that year seemed to confirm
         this.
      

      
      The euphoria did not last long. Contacts between North and South did flow from the
         June 2000 summit, and the North found itself being courted diplomatically by countries
         such as Great Britain and Germany, which had hitherto been hostile. But even before
         the end of 2000, it was clear that the North–South relationship was not going to develop
         smoothly. The summit had envisaged a return visit by Kim Jong Il to South Korea, which
         never materialized. Exchanges at lower levels were suddenly halted by the North, usually
         based on some perceived insult. Before long, the tone of the North Korean media had
         once again become critical of South Korea.
      

      
      Many South Koreans, for their part, remained cautious about the growing links that
         were developing between North and South. Visitors to the North were watched carefully,
         not only by the NIS, but also by the press and opposition parties, in case they appeared
         to be endorsing or supporting the North’s position on unification or related matters.
         Despite such setbacks, North–South contacts moved forward, though at a painfully slow
         pace. Interfamily exchanges, though still involving small numbers and subject to sudden
         cancellation, became more institutionalized, with an eventual agreement reached on
         a permanent meeting place. The Hyundai-organized tourist visits to Mount Kumgang continued,
         despite the huge financial burden they had become on the group and the inevitable
         loss of interest as few wanted to go for a second visit under the heavy restrictions
         that the North Koreans imposed. Work on connecting the cross-border roads and railways,
         also promised at the 2000 summit, made little progress. The North demanded help with
         earth-moving and other equipment but seemed unwilling to start the work. Yet by 2003
         there was minor progress, and the once sealed DMZ had begun to see some cross-border
         traffic.
      

      
      Kim Dae-jung stuck to his principle of engagement right to the end of his presidency.
         However, as time passed, it became clear that the events surrounding the 2000 summit
         had been rather murkier than they had at first seemed. Allegations of large sums paid
         to the North to agree to the summit were heard almost as soon as it was announced.
         Over the next three years, they would be confirmed. This could be seen as money well
         spent, as North Korea and its leadership were drawn out of their shells, but the secrecy
         and denials tainted the image of both Kim Dae-jung and his sunshine policy.
      

      
      Kim’s domestic political legacy was also mixed. Despite his personal reputation for
         probity, repeated corruption scandals marked his administration, as they had for his
         predecessors. A set of violent accidents similar to those that had rocked Kim Young-sam’s
         government also showed that problems of shoddy work and failure to meet standards
         were not confined to one presidency. Neither did Kim Dae-jung move away from his predecessors’
         stand on civil rights issues as time passed. Some minor changes occurred, such as
         the end of the police reliance on tear gas to break up demonstrations, but most things
         continued as before. The NIS’s role in domestic politics continued, and the oppressive
         weight of the National Security Law only began to be lifted, in very tentative fashion,
         when the apparent major change in North–South relations of June 2000 seemed to mark
         a possible permanent shift of approach by the North. When North–South rapprochement
         became more problematic, the will to change the National Security Law also faded.
      

      
      Part of Kim Dae-jung’s reluctance to make changes in the security system may have
         been prompted initially by his political alliance with the ULD and Kim Jong-pil. But
         if Kim Dae-jung conceded some ground to Kim Jong-pil on the narrow area of security
         policy, he effectively broke his preelection pledge to introduce a cabinet system
         of government. To do so would have meant a major diminution of presidential power,
         and once he had obtained the office, Kim Dae-jung, again like his predecessor, showed
         no sign of being willing to do that. (In party matters too, Kim Dae-jung showed himself
         as determined as previous leaders to retain power as far as possible in his own hands.)
         Tensions over issues such as this led the ULD to withdraw from the coalition at the
         end of 1999. The party would reenter it again, but in the long term, the strains between
         Kim Dae-jung and Kim Jong-pil would lead the latter off on his own once again.
      

      
      One area in which Kim Dae-jung tried and failed to change South Korean attitudes was
         the regional approach to politics. Although he himself had been elected largely on
         a regional vote, he tried to move politics away from such a base. However, the April
         2000 National Assembly elections showed that regional differences were as strong as
         ever. Kim Dae-jung’s party, now known as the Minjudang (literally the Liberal Party, but the party used the name Millennium Democratic Party
         [MDP] in English), came in second after the former ruling party, the Grand National
         Party, as the former Democratic Liberal Party was renamed in 1997. Only by attracting
         some stray independents, and eventually renewing the alliance with the ULD, was the
         MDP able to command a majority in the assembly. The very low voter turnout on this
         occasion, 57.2 percent, indicated a growing disillusionment with party politics. Another
         indication of the same trend was the emergence of “citizens’ groups,” who before and
         during the election took it upon themselves to pass judgment on the suitability—or
         otherwise—of candidates for election. For most South Korean politicians, these signs
         of growing political sophistication on the part of the electorate were not very welcome.
      

      
      As if these problems were not enough, the last months of Kim Dae-jung’s presidency
         were haunted by two old demons. One was corruption. Although Kim was regarded as personally
         incorruptible, the methods used to bring North Korea to the summit, the tax investigations
         of leading opposition newspapers, and the arrest of his sons on bribery charges tainted
         his image, as similar problems had done his predecessors.
      

      
      The other burden he faced was the return of the North Korean nuclear issue. Kim’s
         sunshine policy toward the North had been paralleled by the willingness of the United
         States under President Bill Clinton to also engage with North Korea. By the end of
         2000, while there clearly remained problems, the United States had moved to a point
         where it was seen as only a matter of time before North Korea was removed from the
         U.S. State Department’s “terrorism list.” The visit of U.S. secretary of state Madeleine
         Albright to Pyongyang in 2000 seemed to hold out hope of major progress in U.S.–North
         Korean relations.
      

      
      The election of President George W. Bush changed all that. The new administration
         from the start indicated that it did not agree with its predecessor’s policies on
         a number of countries, including North Korea, and that these would be subject to review.
         The North Koreans reacted with hostility.
      

      
      President Kim Dae-jung, feted in Washington under Clinton both as a great democrat
         and the man who had brought imagination to bear on the North Korea policy, found on
         his visit early in 2001 that the new U.S. president was skeptical about the policy
         and, apparently, personally hostile to the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il. President
         Bush announced that the Clinton policy of engagement would be put on hold while a
         review would be conducted of U.S. policy toward North Korea.
      

      
      The review, when concluded, came to much the same view as had Clinton: whether one
         liked the North Koreans or not, it was necessary to engage with them. But although
         the United States continued to be the main supplier of food to North Korea through
         the World Food Program, and although some contacts between the two countries continued,
         the atmosphere was increasingly hostile. Even North Korea’s relatively quick move
         to express condolences to the American people and to condemn terrorism after the 11
         September 2001 attacks on U.S. soil failed to shift the American stance. President
         Bush appeared to further undermine Kim Dae-jung’s position when in his January 2002
         State of the Union message to the U.S. Congress, he described North Korea, together
         with Iraq and Iran, as part of a worldwide “Axis of Evil.” This was followed by references
         to the need for better verification of controls on the North Korean nuclear program
         than had been provided for by the 1994 Agreed Framework and suggestions that North
         Korea should also reduce its conventional weapons.
      

      
      As 2002 progressed, relations between North Korea and the United States went progressively
         downhill. Kim Dae-jung did what he could to keep his sunshine policy in place, but
         the struggle became harder as the U.S. pressure built, and revelations about how the
         2000 summit had been arranged indicated that the North Koreans had only been willing
         to move for payment. For their part, the North Koreans did little to help Kim, although
         contacts and exchanges between North and South continued.
      

      
      In August 2002, a ceremony took place at Kumho to mark the first concrete pouring
         for the light water reactors promised under the 1994 Agreed Framework. But the atmosphere
         was already tense, with the North Koreans complaining that the project was years behind
         schedule, and the Americans hinting that before there could be more progress, the
         North Koreans would have to submit to a full inspection of their existing nuclear
         facilities. The United States continued to express willingness to talk to the North
         Koreans, however, and a visit by the State Department’s assistant secretary of state
         for Asian affairs, James Kelley, was planned for October 2002. At the meeting, instead
         of discussing the broad range of subjects that the North Koreans expected, Kelley
         concentrated on one point, accusing the North Koreans of engaging in a second nuclear
         program involving enriched uranium. When confronted with this allegation, according
         to the Americans, the North Koreans admitted that they were engaged in such a program
         but argued that they were entitled to do so since the United States continued to target
         them with nuclear weapons. By the time Kim Dae-jung left office in February 2003,
         the situation had deteriorated further. North Korea threw out the IAEA inspectors
         at Yongbyon and claimed to have restarted the plant there. North Korea also announced
         its intention to withdraw from the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty, which it formally
         did in April 2003.
      

      
      Kim Dae-jung continued to stand by the policy of engagement, despite all the problems.
         This must also have resonated with the South Korean people, for in November 2002,
         they elected as his successor a former lawyer, Roh Moo-hyun, who both was in favor
         of continued engagement with the North and came from a radical background, rather
         than the conservative Lee Hoi-chang of the Grand National Party. To many, this marked
         the end of South Korean politics as they had developed from the 1970s, sometimes known
         as the “era of the three Kims.” In a sense, that era was not quite over. Kim Young-sam
         and Kim Dae-jung were indeed now gone from the political stage, but one Kim remained.
         Kim Jong-pil was still leader of the United Liberal Democrats. In reality, however,
         there was now no chance that even that great survivor would again gain power. South
         Korean politics had moved on, although, as Roh Moo-hyun’s presidency was to prove,
         not as far as many had hoped. Politically, the country remained conservative, and
         conservative forces dominated the media and the National Assembly.
      

      
      Roh Moo-hyun began his presidency with popularity ratings running about 80 percent.
         His election came on the back of the feel-good atmosphere created by the unexpectedly
         successful Korea–Japan joint hosting of the 2002 football World Cup and by the cyber-campaign
         waged by his supporters to get the vote out for the presidential election. It also
         helped that the conservative vote was split between two candidates. Roh offered a
         continuation of Kim Dae-jung’s policy toward the North coupled with a more robust
         stand toward the United States and promises to help and advance younger people.
      

      
      But Roh was a diffident person, unwilling to push too hard, who also publicly doubted
         his own suitability for a political role. His wish to maintain engagement with the
         North and his apparent anti-Americanism led to stinging criticism from the conservatives,
         and his failure to tackle youth unemployment disappointed many who had campaigned
         for him. Many of his appointments, coming as they did from the ranks of dissidents
         and those hitherto out of power, proved less than competent when faced with the realities
         of office. Concerned at the loss of support, Roh proposed holding a referendum on
         his suitability to remain in office. There was no constitutional provision for such
         a move, which failed to find support even among his supporters. By the end of 2003,
         his popularity in the polls had plunged to under 30 percent. The Millennium Democratic
         Party split in November 2003, the first time that a ruling party had split since 1948.
         Roh did not join the new Uri Party formed by his supporters but was close to its leaders.
         Allegations of corruption regarding the amounts spent on the presidential election
         intensified, and Roh’s campaign manager, now a leading Uri Party member, was jailed
         in January 2004 over monies he had received in 2002–2003.
      

      
      January 2004 saw an opposition campaign to impeach Roh because, it was claimed, his
         links to the Uri Party meant he was not impartial. Roh stepped down temporarily, with
         Prime Minister Goh Kun stepping into the vacancy, but this action effectively paralyzed
         the government. If, as some believed, the impeachment process was designed to raise
         support for the opposition parties in the April 2004 National Assembly elections,
         the move backfired. The Uri Party won a slim majority, increasing its seats from 57
         to 152. There was also a new development: the emergence of the country’s first true
         left-wing party, the Korean Democratic Party, which won 10 seats. To crown Roh’s moment
         of triumph, the Constitutional Court threw out the impeachment charge at the end of
         April.
      

      
      These developments seemed to bolster Roh, who began an active legislative program,
         attempting to modify the National Security Laws and to move the capital from Seoul
         to a more central position. But the opposition parties were against both moves, even
         though the Grand National Party had been in favor of the latter when in office. Now,
         however, under Park Geun-hye, daughter of Park Chung-hee, the parties were against
         it, arguing that they had not fully understood the implications of such a move when
         in office. In the event, the Constitutional Court ruled that to move the capital would
         require a constitutional amendment. With no hope of getting agreement on this, Roh
         adopted a much-watered-down version of the original proposal. This continues to be
         implemented but without a great deal of enthusiasm on the part of those who have been
         moved.
      

      
      Roh still had two years in his term, but they were not easy. Although his government
         claimed to be engaged in “participatory politics,” the general impression was one
         of tension. Gains, such as reform of the family law and major reductions in the power
         of the prosecution service, were offset by continued dithering over what form the
         government should take. The Uri Party lost control of the National Assembly in May
         2005 when it did badly in a series of by-elections and never regained it. Roh proposed
         a coalition government at the end of that year, to the consternation of many, including
         among his own party. Later, in early 2007 as the country entered into the run-up to
         the presidential election, he floated the idea of a constitutional amendment to allow
         for a two-term presidency. This, too, fell on stony ground.
      

      
      Perennial problems included the role of the National Intelligence Service, which,
         despite frequent pledges to do so, had not withdrawn from monitoring domestic politics.
         Business and political corruption were also a constant source of worry; at the end
         of 2006, several leading chaebol leaders faced heavy fines and possible prison terms. There was corruption in the scientific
         and educational fields, with prominent figures claiming to have degrees that they
         had not earned, an education minister was fired for publishing the same academic paper
         in two different journals, and a prominent scientist was shown to have falsified his
         results—but not before he had received many government honors and been featured on
         stamps. Not all of these problems were attributable to Roh, but they did not help
         his image. To many, he seemed to suffer from lack of judgment in the people and causes
         he favored. A decision to ban the system of “press rooms” in government ministries
         to stop the traditional cozy relationship between journalists and bureaucrats did
         not go down well with an already hostile media.
      

      
      From February 2007 onward, the Uri Party began to break up as members sought to avoid
         continued association with the president, whose popularity rating in some polls was
         below 10 percent. There was thus little surprise when the party dissolved at the end
         of August. Most of its members merged with the Democratic Party to form the United
         New Democratic Party, with 143 National Assembly seats compared to the GNP’s 129.
         The new party settled on Chung Dong-young, Uri Party chairman during the 2004 National
         Assembly elections, as its presidential candidate.
      

      
      Although Roh was seen as anti-American, he made no attempt to undermine the South
         Korean alliance with the United States. Indeed, during his period in office, difficult
         issues such as the status of forces agreement, the relocation of U.S. bases, and the
         decision to send troops to Iraq were all handled to take account of U.S. concerns.
         Negotiations on a free trade agreement (FTA) also began under Roh. Even North Korean
         policy was less of an issue between the two countries than it had been in Kim Dae-jung’s
         presidency, as President George W. Bush pursued a more conciliatory approach toward
         the North in the wake of the 2006 nuclear test. Relations with Japan were not good,
         as the issue of Tokto/Takeshima flared up again. Like all recent presidents, Roh was
         a regular traveler, pursuing resource diplomacy with enthusiasm but also reaching
         out to African countries in a way that no other South Korean president had ever done.
      

      
      In the last months of his presidency, Roh agreed to a second inter-Korean summit in
         Pyongyang. He had remained committed to engagement with the North despite the latter’s
         failure to fulfill the terms of the 2000 agreement and growing criticism from conservative
         circles of both the principle of engagement and its costs. The decision to go to the
         North was seen as particularly problematic since it came so near the end of his presidency,
         and there were fears that he would concede too much. He stuck to his decision, however,
         and it was generally agreed that the agreements reached, if implemented, would benefit
         the South as much as the North. In the end, it was not to be. An outgoing president
         as unpopular as Roh had become had little influence over who might succeed him. What
         was clear as the nation went to vote at the end of 2007 was that the liberal experiment
         that had marked the years since Kim Dae-jung’s election in 1997 was over.
      

      
      There was a sad postscript. In retirement, Roh and his family were pursued by allegations
         of corruption. He retired to his hometown and seemed to be living happily as a grandfather
         and a cheery greeter of the many visitors who came by. Then, in May 2009, he apparently
         took his own life. A short time afterward, Kim Dae-jung died. The liberal interlude
         in Korean politics was over.
      

       

      The Sixth Republic, Fourth Stage, Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye: 2008–. For much of 2007, the smart money was on Park Geun-hye to carry the conservative flag
         forward. Her family background resonated with conservative groups, and she had proven
         ability to organize and win elections. But she faced a challenge from Lee Myung-bak,
         known as “the Bulldozer,” a former chief executive of the Hyundai Construction Company
         and former mayor of Seoul. Both promised to improve the economy; to improve relations
         with the United States; and to be tougher on North Korea, although Park had visited
         the North and met Kim Jong Il. Lee was selected in August, winning by just 1.5 percent.
         Park announced that she would work for Lee during the presidential campaign but effectively
         withdrew from the political scene until 2010. Lee, despite allegations about his past
         conduct, developed a commanding lead in the polls. There was another challenge for
         the conservative vote from Lee Hoi-chang, twice a GNP candidate.
      

      
      In the event, Lee carried the day, winning a larger percentage of the vote than in
         any other presidential election except the rigged one in 1960 that brought down Rhee
         Syngman. The turnout was low at 62.5 percent (in general, voter turnout has continued
         to drop in most Korean elections), but Lee won 48.7 percent, while Chang Dong-young
         of the main opposition party won 26.1 percent, and Lee Hoi-chang won 15.1 percent.
      

      
      Lee expressed doubts about the value of politics from time to time and certainly made
         little attempt to reach out to those who did not agree with him. His presidency was
         marked by an abrasive style that resulted in normally docile groups such as Buddhist
         monks taking to the streets against him. His grandiose economic plans had to be abandoned
         in the face of the 2008 world economic crisis, while later his scheme for remodeling
         the country’s major rivers met opposition on both economic and environmental grounds.
         He had pledged to improve relations with the United States, claiming that they had
         been damaged under Roh Moo-hyun. However, the restoration of beef purchases from the
         United States, seen as a placatory gesture, led to further street demonstrations,
         often led by schoolchildren. Relations with Japan fluctuated but plummeted in Lee’s
         last year in office when he made the unprecedented decision to visit Tokto/Takeshima.
      

      
      Relations with North Korea were bound to be different under a conservative administration.
         While campaigning, Lee and his supporters had made it clear that further aid to the
         North would be dependent on progress on several issues, including the North’s nuclear
         program and more local issues such as family reunions. As several of his supporters
         expressed it, the days of South Korea acting as an ATM (automatic teller machine)
         for the North were over. The North delayed its response for a few months, but from
         April 2008, the relationship between the two Koreas went steadily downhill. Things
         began to go badly wrong after a tourist was shot and killed at the Kumgang Mountain
         resort in the North. The South demanded that it be allowed to investigate, the North
         refused, and the tours came to an end. So did the tours to Kaesong, although the special
         industrial zone continued to function. All the contacts built up since 1997 steadily
         fell apart, and by the end of Lee’s presidency, the once regular exchanges of officials,
         aid staff, and other personnel had dried up. North–South relations were back to confrontation.
         Not all of this could be tied directly to Lee’s approach. The North continued to pursue
         its missile and nuclear program, and there were periodic clashes at sea, reaching
         a climax in 2010 when first a South Korean naval vessel, the Chonan, was sunk in the spring, and then two South Korean islands close to the North Korean
         shore were fired upon, killing four people. Changes in North Korea following the death
         of Kim Jong Il and the emergence of his son, Kim Jong Un, as his successor added further
         uncertainty to the mix.
      

      
      Park Geun-hye remained on the sidelines until the latter stages of Lee’s presidency,
         although she was clearly the most likely candidate for the GNP in the 2012 presidential
         elections. She reemerged early in 2012 as the GNP appeared to flounder, losing control
         of Seoul and generally presenting an image of disorder. She revitalized the party,
         which changed its name to Saenuri (New Frontier Party) and thus ensured its success
         in the April 2012 National Assembly elections. In the presidential elections, she
         did equally well, winning with 51.6 percent of the votes cast.
      

      
      Although many of Lee Myung-bak’s specific policies were abandoned or modified, Park
         did not introduce fundamental changes after she took office as the first woman president
         in Korean history. South Korea would continue on a conservative tack. She made a number
         of highly successful overseas visits, including to the United States, China, and various
         European countries. (Predictably, some on the opposition side in the National Assembly
         criticized her choice of clothes and her ability to speak a number of foreign languages,
         including Chinese.) But she had problems assembling her ministerial and advisory teams.
         She was said to rely heavily on people from her father’s era, and several of her appointees
         failed to get National Assembly approval or were dismissed. There was also concern
         over the role of the NIS during the presidential election. A series of man-made disasters,
         including in particular a heavy loss of life, mostly among schoolchildren, when the
         ferry Sewol sank in April 2014, did not help.
      

      
      Park adopted a very tough line toward Japan, perhaps mindful of the fact that her
         father had been seen as pro-Japanese. There had been expectations that she would reach
         out to the North, and she said she would follow a policy of “Trustpolitik,” which
         turned out to be a somewhat nebulous concept. Soon after she took office, the North
         reacted with fury against UN sanctions, imposed because of its missile tests, and
         annual South Korean–U.S. military exercises. At one time, it appeared that the Kaesong
         Industrial Zone was doomed, but eventually the North rowed back and the zone continued.
         In the course of this and other anti–South Korean and anti-U.S. campaigns, Northern
         propaganda dismissed Park in overtly sexist terms. She continued nevertheless to make
         overtures to the North, including a speech in Dresden, Germany, in spring 2014. At
         the same time, however, she began to act as though Korean reunification was likely
         to occur sooner rather than later.
      

      
      The president seemed to be becoming more and more authoritarian. There were pressures
         on the press and on any form of dissidence. She seemed happiest when abroad, making
         frequent overseas visits. Anxious to keep China and Russia in play over North Korea,
         she attended both countries’ commemoration events to mark the anniversary of the end
         of World War II. Tensions with Japan grew worse as Prime Minister Abe Shinzo pursued
         a nationalist agenda. The United States put pressure on the two governments, however,
         and Park and Abe met at the end of the year. An agreement was signed on the “comfort
         women” issue, which it was hoped would remove that irritant. But there had been no
         attempt on the part of the Park government to involve the remaining comfort women
         in the negotiations, and the agreement was soon under attack in Korea. There was no
         improvement in relations with the North, although nothing much happened until August
         2015, when two South Korean soldiers were injured by a land mine in the DMZ. The South
         resumed loudspeaker broadcasts, suspended since 2004, along the DMZ. The North declared
         this an act of war and fired upon them. There were no injuries, and eventually talks
         occurred between the two sides. This in turn led to a round of family reunions.
      

      
      The North began 2016 literally with a bang, carrying out a nuclear test on 6 January,
         which it claimed was a hydrogen bomb. While there was some skepticism over this claim,
         there had been a test. President Park responded with the closure of the Kaesong Industrial
         Zone, perhaps the last symbolic remainder of the “sunshine policy.” But in some ways,
         she seemed less worried by a threat from the North, arguing that it was on the point
         of collapse, with the result being a “bonanza” for South Korea. To some, she was behaving
         increasingly erratically, which began to be attributed to her long-standing friendship
         with a businesswoman, Choi Soon-sil. Choi’s father, Choi Tai-min, head of a cult-like
         religious group, had befriended Park after the assassination of her mother in 1974.
         When he died in 1994, his daughter, who had also known Park since the later 1970s,
         took over his role. She and her husband worked in the Blue House after Park became
         president. They soon acquired a reputation for influence peddling and ignoring the
         normal channels of authority.
      

      
      Rumors about Choi’s influence over Park began to surface and eventually questions
         were raised in the National Assembly. This was dangerous for in the April 2016 assembly
         elections, Park’s ruling Saenuri Party did badly, losing control to the opposition
         Democratic Party. Her personal popularity also began to plunge. It had never been
         very high in the polls, and in September 2016, it dropped to 33 percent. In November,
         it fell even lower, to 29 percent, the lowest of any president since the establishment
         of the Republic of Korea. Foreign affairs provided no solace. Relations with Japan
         grew worse over the “comfort women” issue. Relations with China also suffered a downturn
         over the deployment of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) system. Although
         it was presented as a deterrent against possible rocket attack from the North, the
         Chinese argued that it was aimed at them. They imposed tariffs on Korean goods and
         against Korean companies in China. Tourism also suffered. The election of Donald Trump
         as U.S. president cast a further shadow over South Korea. He was critical of free
         trade agreements, which he claimed exploited the United States and of the alleged
         costs of keeping U.S. troops in Korea. On the North, he sent mixed signals.
      

      
      All this time, the row over Choi Soon-sil festered. Her influence over Park was seen
         as the source of the view that the North would soon collapse. Her alleged shaman’s
         role was said to have led the National Intelligence Service to change its logo from
         an eight-pointed star to entwined dragons. Choi fled to Germany, where she had business
         interests, but soon returned and promised to cooperate with any investigation. Park
         was faced with massive candlelight demonstrations in downtown Seoul and elsewhere.
         She accepted some of the claims about Choi and expressed regret, but she would not
         resign. In the end, the National Assembly voted on 9 December to impeach her by 234
         votes to 58; many of her own party voted against her. She would later go on trial
         and receive a heavy sentence and fine. Ironically, her predecessor, Lee Myung-bak,
         would also face trial on corruption charges, and he too would go to jail.
      

      
      The Constitutional Court upheld the impeachment in March 2017, which meant that there
         had to be a presidential election. As usual, a large number of candidates entered
         the field, but in the end the opposition party candidate, Moon Jae-in, won. Moon had
         been jailed as a student activist against Park Chung-hee, then became a lawyer. He
         had been a senior aide and friend to President Roh Moo-hyun and hoped to revive Roh’s
         approach to North Korea, moving away from the hostility that had marked the two previous
         presidencies. He also promised to tackle the country’s economic and social problems.
      

      
      He began with appointments that marked a fresh approach. His cabinet included six
         women, the highest number in Korea, one of whom was the first Korean woman foreign
         minister. Efforts began to improve working conditions. Legislation covered a reduction
         in working hours, an improved minimum wage structure, and job creation. But there
         were still strikes and protests. In other ways, too, he had a hard time in his first
         year. His dissident past and his support for engagement aroused suspicion in many
         quarters. UN and other sanctions limited what he could do toward improving links with
         the North, which in any case spurned his overtures, especially once it became clear
         that there would be no halt to joint South Korea–U.S. military exercises. The tensions
         with China appeared to ease somewhat when Moon visited there in October, but the beginning
         of the THAAD deployment set them back again. The dispute with Japan would not go away;
         hints from the Japanese that they might need to intervene on the peninsula to protect
         Japanese citizens did not go down well.
      

      
      Then there was Trump. Even before taking office, his tone toward North Korea had taken
         a more hostile tone. Under no circumstances would the North’s nuclear and missile
         program go ahead, he tweeted. These tweets continued once he was in office, with the
         heat of the rhetoric rising steadily. The North responded in kind, with both Trump
         and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, adding a more personal edge to the exchanges.
         By the late summer, Guam seemed to be under threat, and Trump was promising that if
         the North continued, there would be “fire and fury like the world has never seen.”
         Some close to the president mused that a war in Korea would be acceptable since it
         would not be on U.S. soil and most of those killed would be Koreans. Moon was worried.
         As one of his advisers put it, his concern was “peace above all.” Anything else was
         far too dangerous for the Korean peninsula. He visited Washington, D.C., twice in
         2017, and invited President Trump to come on a state visit. He received various reassurances.
         There were also tensions between the two countries, as expected, over the FTA and
         the issue of paying for U.S. forces.
      

      
      From summer 2017, there were hints from the North that it might be interested in moving
         away from confrontation. Kim Jong Un said that the basic nuclear and missile program
         was complete. There was no need therefore for further testing. At first, this was
         not taken seriously. But it was repeated at the New Year, together with an offer to
         send a delegation to the Winter Olympics, to be held at the South Korean East Coast
         city of Pyongchong. Moon accepted and also made arrangements for a North Korean women’s
         hockey team to participate. The delegation duly came. Its formal head was Kim Yong
         Nam, the North’s ceremonial head of state, but all eyes tended to be on Kim Yo Jong,
         also a member of the delegation, who was the younger sister of Kim Jong Un. She politely
         ignored snubs by U.S. vice president Mike Pence. More important as far as South Korea
         was concerned was that she brought a letter for Moon from her brother, offering talks.
         Moon accepted.
      

      
      From this flowed three North–South summits in 2018 and an invitation to President
         Trump. Trump, who had been dismissive of the January proposal, claimed that it was
         only his policy of maximum pressure that had led the North to the negotiating table
         but seized on the invitation to meet Kim. After some ups and downs, a meeting duly
         took place in Singapore in June. It was strong on theater, but content was more elusive.
         Trump claimed that Kim had agreed to complete unilateral denuclearization, but the
         communiqué actually used wording that the North Koreans had used in the past, which
         implied the ending of the U.S. nuclear umbrella in East Asia. Moon was pleased. There
         was, however, some concern in Korea and among the U.S. military establishment when
         Trump announced, apparently without any consultation, that he was canceling some planned
         joint military exercises.
      

      
      Yet it seemed that a new phase had begun. When Moon and his wife went to Pyongyang
         for the third summit in September, great progress was made for a future relationship,
         with moves to end military confrontation and to develop economic and other links.
         They visited Mount Paektu, and Moon was able to give a speech at the May Day Stadium.
         The two leaders pledged to meet and to exchange views regularly, while Kim said he
         hoped to visit Seoul, perhaps even by the end of the year.
      

      
      North Korea–U.S. relations were less smooth. The differences papered over in Singapore
         kept reappearing once the two sides got down to serious negotiations. Trump’s advisers
         included John Bolton, long a hardliner on policy toward North Korea. The North criticized
         U.S. demands as being “gangster-like”; they were being asked to make concessions but
         there was no reduction in the sanctions. Trump remained optimistic, but the lack of
         progress also spilled over into North–South relations. Kim did not go to Seoul, there
         were no consultations, and the downturn continued into the New Year, as Kim warned
         that without progress, the North would not regard itself as being bound by past understandings.
         After Kim and Trump met for their second summit in February 2019 in Hanoi and the
         meeting was curtailed without agreement, the South found itself even more frozen out.
         
      

      
      The three leaders met briefly at Panmunjom in June, but while Kim and Trump engaged
         in direct talks, Moon’s involvement was limited to a handshake and a few photographs.
         The iciness grew worse. Moon’s Liberation Day address in August, which talked of unification
         by 2045 and suggested the resumption of contacts, was spurned with contempt. The North
         particularly resented the fact that military exercises had once again taken place.
      

      
      Improved relations with the North had been Moon’s priority. He had been hampered by
         the heavy pressure of sanctions and the hostility of the United States. In any case,
         his priorities were not those of his fellow South Koreans, for whom the economy mattered
         above all else. His popularity dropped in the polls, and he came under heavy criticism
         from the opposition for his alleged failure to tackle other important issues. Like
         all recent presidents, he faces being a lame duck while jockeying begins to succeed
         him. 
      

      
      Economic Development

      
      The Background: Economic Development before 1945

      
      The story of South Korea’s economic development has been a remarkable one, and one
         that still amazes many people. From being one of the poorest countries in the world,
         lagging even behind its rival in the north, South Korea by the mid-1990s was a member
         of the OECD, with the 11th-largest economy in the world. Badly hit by the 1997 Asian
         economic crisis, in which it suffered briefly from negative economic growth, within
         two years its economy had bounced back. It then rode out the international financial
         crisis that struck from 2007 to 2008, in general coping much better than most other
         developed countries.
      

      
      The Koreans have had much to contend with. The peninsula may be beautiful, but its
         mountains and steep valleys have always severely limited the amount of land available
         for dwelling and cultivation to about a fifth of the total. Traditional Korea before
         the days of Japanese colonization had been an agricultural society, with the main
         emphasis on rice growing. By all accounts, Koreans were good rice farmers, able to
         produce crops in the most difficult conditions. They also developed double-cropping
         techniques, which are still of value today. Korea was not as isolated from the mainstream
         of East Asian economic trends as is sometimes implied. The Korean court sent missions
         to both Imperial China and Tokugawa Japan that served the dual purpose of maintaining
         political links and allowing trade. The intrusion of the West into Asia in the 19th
         century also affected Korea in economic terms before the Japanese forced a reluctant
         Korean court to sign its first “unequal treaty” in 1876. The first Western merchants
         arriving in Korea found that simple Western goods such as matches were already on
         sale, brought in by enterprising Chinese and Japanese peddlers. That said, the opening
         up of Korea to Japanese and Western commerce after 1876 did eventually have a major
         effect on Korea. Railways, roads, and modern buildings all now made their appearance.
      

      
      The pace of economic change quickened under the Japanese after 1910. This is an area
         of much sensitivity in modern Korea, one on which much work remains to be done. There
         have been many publications in recent years showing that there were benefits as well
         as disadvantages for the Koreans under colonial rule. The Japanese expanded the basic
         infrastructure that they inherited in 1910, adding new railways, tramways, and roads
         to those already in existence. By the mid-1930s, the peninsula was linked by air to
         Japan and China, and there was a broadcasting system in place. Banks and financial
         institutions brought Koreans into the new world of capitalism, where they were also
         introduced to modern department stores and factories, even if such developments generally
         affected only a few. Japanese zaibatsu, or conglomerates, would later provide a model for South Korean economic development.
         Education, though severely limited at the upper levels, became a general part of Korean
         life. Of course, these developments were largely undertaken for the benefit of the
         colonial rulers, but there were gains for Koreans as well. But as Japan moved onto
         a war footing after 1937, Koreans found themselves called upon to work more and more
         for Japan. Pressures of war meant that by the time of the Japanese surrender in 1945,
         many of the economic gains of the 1920s and 1930s had been lost. Factories and railways
         were worn out, the land suffered from lack of fertilizer, and there had been massive
         deforestation. The workforce, too, was exhausted by the unremitting demands of the
         war economy.
      

      
      Economic Development 1945–1961

      
      The division of the Korean Peninsula in 1945 dealt South Korea a severe blow. From
         1910 onward, the peninsula had been developed on a unified model. Much heavy industry
         was in the northern part, which also supplied hydroelectric power and had the natural
         resources required for industrialization. The southern half of the peninsula was the
         agricultural center of the country as well as the home of much of the new light industry
         that had developed during the Japanese period. Between 1945 and the emergence of separate
         states in 1948, the economic links between the two halves of the peninsula were steadily
         broken; they were to remain so until the late 1990s.
      

      
      The departure of the Japanese also dealt Korea an additional blow. With the Japanese
         went their expertise in engineering, banking, and finance. There was also an outflow
         of capital. As the nature of the new regime in the northern half of the peninsula
         became clear, many fled to the South, while at the same time there was a huge inflow
         of Koreans returning from all over the defeated Japanese Empire, expanding what seemed
         an already large population. Estimates put the increase in the population of the southern
         half at between two and three million between 1945 and 1948.
      

      
      The division had left South Korea’s mostly light industries depending entirely on
         North Korea’s supply of electric power (95 percent) and chemical fertilizers (100
         percent), as well as coal, the main source of fuel, and timber. When the supply of
         these vital commodities was cut off, the economic consequences were devastating. Almost
         all industrial establishments were forced to close down due to the shortage of electric
         power, and food production was sharply reduced due to the shortage of fertilizer.
         A 1948 World Bank report indicated that the South Korean economy was “close to the
         bottom of the international economic scale and without the benefit of sufficient supply
         of natural resources.” South Korea had virtually no highly trained scientists, technicians,
         economic experts, or managerial personnel as a result of Japanese policy, which had
         not allowed Koreans to be trained in these fields, and the American military government
         had done virtually nothing to bring about economic improvement.
      

      
      The United States sent US$525 million to South Korea between 1945 and 1948 in the
         form of essential goods, grants, and loans. This support, together with United Nations
         assistance, kept the population from starving and allowed some economic rehabilitation.
         The new South Korean government also made efforts to improve economic conditions.
         An economic reconstruction program began with land reform, which was carried out in
         June 1949, when all farmlands (excluding fields where special crops such as tobacco
         and ginseng were grown) not cultivated by the owners, and holdings of more than 7.5
         acres of farmland owned by owner-cultivators, were purchased by the government. The
         government, in turn, sold these lands to the farmers, charging lower prices than it
         had paid to the former owners and providing the opportunity to pay in a long-term
         installment scheme. Around 1.5 million farmers acquired 1.2 million acres of land.
         With this, the system of absentee landlordism was abolished, and the amount of grain
         produced rose from 4.6 million tons in 1948 to 5.2 million tons by 1950. The construction
         of three new railroads and the development of the coal industry helped manufacturing
         industries operate their factories as the per capita gross national product (GNP)
         grew to $68 in 1950.
      

      
      The 1950–1953 Korean War wiped out such gains as had been made. Millions died, and
         millions more were affected by the loss of family members. By the end the war, two
         million northern refugees were living in South Korea. Schools, homes, and over 40
         percent of industrial installations were destroyed. Total property damage due to the
         war was estimated at $2 billion, the same as South Korea’s GNP in 1949. Agricultural
         production in the South fell by 27 percent between 1949 and 1952, while total GNP
         fell by 14 percent during the same period. Inevitably, in the war and thereafter,
         expenditure on the military came to occupy a disproportionate share of the economy.
      

      
      Once again, South Korea was kept going by economic assistance from the United States
         and the United Nations. By 1960, aid from these two sources amounted to over $2 billion.
         Theoretically there was from 1953 a national plan produced by the Office of National
         Planning, originally established in 1948 but obviously not functioning during the
         war. In practice, Rhee Syngman’s interest in economic matters was limited, and little
         was done. Rhee was happy to concentrate on security issues and his own political survival.
         Little industrial development was accompanied by heavy reliance on the import of foreign
         food and consumer goods. The result was rampant inflation and slow growth. By the
         end of the 1950s, despite the aid received, South Korean per capita income was still
         only about $74, making it one of the world’s poorest countries. As in the colonial
         period, however, all was not as black as it is sometimes painted. Postwar reconstruction
         of new railroads, highways, and roads, as well as power plants and an increased supply
         of fertilizer, contributed to a formal growth rate that averaged 5.1 percent. Korean
         companies began to take the place left by the departing Japanese.
      

      
      Economic Development after the 1961 Military Takeover

      
      The government maintained the free enterprise system until 1962, when the military
         junta adopted various economic development plans and increased central control; the
         system remained nominally “capitalist” but owed much to Japan’s prewar experiment
         in state-directed development in Manchuria. While the new military leaders had no
         ready-made blueprint for economic development, they were determined to make South
         Korea an economic success. Significant economic growth began following the implementation
         of the First Five-Year Economic Development Plan (1962–1966) by the military junta,
         accompanying sustained expansion of exports with large U.S. grants and foreign loans.
         The normalization of relations with Japan in 1965 brought additional economic assistance,
         contributing substantially to economic development.
      

      
      South Korea’s GNP grew annually by 7.4 percent between 1962 and 1981, during which
         period four successive five-year economic development plans were successfully completed,
         bringing the nation’s GNP to $66.2 billion by 1981, with a per capita GNP of $1,605.
         The high rate of increase in GNP and personal income was accompanied by rising ratios
         of investment savings and exports and by basic structural change. Whereas the first
         plan promoted import-substitution industries, the second plan laid the foundation
         for a modern industrial structure, promoting exports; and the third plan, achieving
         between 8.6 percent and 10.1 percent annual GNP growth, brought about the rise of
         an industrial structure, facilitating heavy industry and modernization of farm villages
         and rural areas with the Saemaul (New Community Movement). Finally, the fourth plan established the foundation of a
         self-reliant growth structure and the advancement of high technology.
      

      
      The share of agriculture/fisheries in the GNP decreased from 36.6 percent in 1962
         to 18 percent in 1981, while that of mining and manufacturing industries increased
         from 16.2 percent to 30.9 percent during the same period. The manufacturing industry’s
         share rose from 14.2 percent to 29.5 percent, and while the share of light industry
         decreased from 73.2 percent in 1962 to 44.6 percent in 1981, that of heavy industry
         and chemical industry increased from 26.8 percent to 55.3 percent during the same
         period. The social service industry’s share in the GNP also grew. All but the fourth
         plan achieved the planned goals. The actual growth rate during this period of the
         fourth plan was 5.8 percent per year. Among the factors responsible for this shortfall
         were the substantial increase in the price of imported petroleum and raw materials
         in the late 1970s, a worldwide recession, the rise of protectionist sentiments in
         the advanced countries, strong inflationary pressures, rising wage rates, and the
         chaotic situation that developed in South Korea following the assassination of President
         Park Chung-hee in 1979.
      

      
      After Park Chung-hee: Economic Development 1980–1997

      
      The Fifth Economic and Social Development Plan (1982–1986), which accompanied the
         liberalization of the domestic market and the strengthening of exports, was highly
         successful, as South Korea attained a GNP growth rate of 10 percent per year during
         this period, the GNP reaching the $95.1 billion mark in 1986 with a per capita GNP
         of $2,300, despite the population increasing to 41 million. For the first time, South
         Korea’s exports ($34.7 million) exceeded its imports ($31.6 million). In 1986, 8.2
         million owner-cultivators cultivated 5.3 million acres of farmland. The production
         of rice increased from 3 million tons in 1962 to 5.6 million tons in 1986, achieving
         near self-sufficiency in food supply. The total amount of grain production increased
         from 6.5 million tons in 1961 to 8.5 million tons in 1986. Other important accomplishments
         in the agriculture and forestry sector were the implementation of a 10-year Resources
         Development Plan (1972–1981), which included the planting of 186.6 million trees on
         51,000 acres of land, rejuvenating hills and forestlands.
      

      
      The most significant economic achievement of South Korea was industrialization, resulting
         in increasing production of anthracite, electric power, cement, chemical fertilizer,
         and textiles and the training of scientists and skilled workers. South Korea developed
         new industries such as automobiles, electronics, iron and steel, petrochemicals, oil
         refining, and shipbuilding. The production of anthracite rose from 3 million tons
         in 1962 to 24 million tons in 1985, and that of cement increased from 790,000 tons
         in 1962 to 16.5 million tons in 1986. Power production increased from 1,789 million
         kilowatt-hours in 1962 to 67,639 million kilowatt-hours in 1986, and chemical fertilizer
         production increased from 83,000 tons in 1966 to 3.5 million tons in 1986. The automobile,
         manufacturing, and shipbuilding industries made remarkable progress, as South Korea
         became one of the world’s largest shipbuilders and automobile exporters.
      

      
      These economic development plans brought about the rise of many industrial centers
         (tax-free industrial zones included), beginning at Kumi in the southeast of the country.
         Such industrial centers as shipbuilding at Ulsan and on Koje Island; iron-steel and
         petrochemical works at Pohang; cement, coal, and fertilizer manufacturing at Samchok;
         and automobile manufacturing, electronics plants, and textile factories located at
         Inchon and other places had a revolutionary effect on the Korean economy, increasing
         exports and changing the social life of the people. However, the heavy concentration
         of such development in the southeast, which began under Park Chung-hee and continued
         until the 1990s, led to resentment in less-favored areas such as the southwestern
         Cholla provinces.
      

      
      In 1987, a Sixth Five-Year Economic and Social Development Plan began, aimed at increasing
         GNP by 7 percent and exports by 13.3 percent per year. In 1987 alone, the GNP grew
         to 128.4 billion with a per capita GNP of $3,110, and South Korea’s exports ($47.2
         million) remained greater than its imports ($41 million). In this way, South Korea
         managed to reduce its foreign debt from $45 billion in 1986 to $35.5 billion in 1987
         as it showed its capacity to bring about continuous economic growth, despite many
         problems. By 1991, GNP was $284.8 billion, or $6,498 on a per capita basis.
      

      
      The political changes that marked Roh Tae-woo’s presidency led to a relaxation of
         some of the hitherto tight controls on labor in South Korea. Yet despite various problems
         caused by labor disputes and appreciation of the won currency, South Korea achieved
         12.2 percent GNP growth in 1988. Per capita GNP jumped from $3,098 in 1987 to $4,040
         in 1988, when the inflation rate of consumer goods was 7.5 percent. More than 500,000
         new jobs were created in 1988 as the percentage of unemployment remained at 2.5 percent.
         South Korea’s exports grew by 28.3 percent to $60.7 billion ($47.3 billion in 1987),
         while its imports rose by 26.3 percent to $51.8 billion ($41 billion in 1987), making
         it one of the world’s 10 largest trading nations. With the increase in exports, by
         the end of 1988, South Korea had reduced its foreign debt from $35.6 billion in 1987
         to $31.2 billion.
      

      
      South Korea’s economic growth slowed down after 1988. Labor costs rose as the average
         annual rate of increase in wages between 1988 and 1991 reached 20 percent following
         the adoption of a minimum wage system and several labor strikes. The increasing wages
         of urban workers brought about a shift in income of urban and farm households; in
         1988 the annual average urban household’s income was $11,938, while that of farm households
         was $12,507. By 1991, the respective figures were $18,537 for urban and $17,473 for
         rural households. The dollar/won exchange rate was 1 to 680 in 1988, 1 to 700 in 1990,
         and 1 to 750 in 1991. The inflation rate of consumer goods in 1989 was 5.2 percent
         but jumped to 9.5 percent in 1991.
      

      
      Mainly because of rising wages and the importation of foreign goods, South Korea’s
         GNP growth slowed down as its balance of trade shifted from plus to minus. Thus, in
         1989, South Korea’s GNP growth rate was 6.5 percent, raising the GNP to $204 billion
         with a per capita GNP of $4,830. The downward trends in economic development continued
         in 1990 and 1991 as South Korea’s overseas markets shrank due to growing competition
         from other Asian “mini-dragons,” as well as China. Despite this, South Korea’s GNP
         growth rate in 1991 rose to 8.7 percent, with a total GNP of $272.2 billion and per
         capita GNP of $6,498. South Korea’s exports grew by 10.5 percent in 1991 reaching
         the $71.8 billion mark, but its imports jumped by 16.8 percent to $81.5 billion, producing
         a trade deficit of $9.7 billion, twice as large as the 1990 trade deficit of $4.8
         billion. Of this, $759 million was with the United States, and $8.8 billion was with
         Japan. South Korea’s two-way trade with China, the Soviet Union, and former socialist
         countries grew substantially, from $3.7 billion in 1988 to $8.1 billion in 1991, with
         an annual increase of 40 percent. Exports jumped from $2 billion to $3.7 billion.
         However, the annual growth rate of imports from these countries was 49.8 percent,
         exceeding the annual growth rate of exports at 30 percent.
      

      
      As a result, the trade balance shifted from $329 million in favor of South Korea in
         1988 to a deficit of $299 million in 1989, $159 million in 1990, and $591 million
         in 1991. While the trade balance vis-à-vis the Soviet Union and Eastern European and
         other socialist countries was in favor of South Korea by $499 million in 1991, South
         Korea’s trade balance with China created a deficit of $2.4 billion in that year ($1
         billion in exports and $3.4 billion in imports), due primarily to the large quantities
         of agricultural products and medicinal herbs imported from China. South Korea’s market
         share in the United States shrank from 4.6 percent in 1988 to 3.5 percent in 1991
         as a result of the growing Chinese market share of goods, from 1.9 percent to 4.8
         percent during that period.
      

      
      GNP growth was sustained by the home market, with the population increasing from 41.9
         million in 1988 to 43.9 million in 1991, creating more domestic demand for goods and
         services, especially housing and transportation. However, in view of the declining
         rate of GNP growth, coupled with the growing trade deficit, the South Korean government
         reduced the share of military spending in the national budget from 33 percent in 1987
         to 30 percent (4.37 percent of GNP) in 1988. It was further reduced to 27.6 percent
         (3.77 percent of GNP) in 1991, and 25.3 percent (3.71 percent of GNP) in 1992. The
         government announced in May 1992 that military spending would be further reduced to
         24.4 percent of the national budget, or 3.69 percent of projected GNP, by 1997. By
         that time, however, very different considerations would apply.
      

      
      In November 1991, the South Korean government announced its seventh socioeconomic
         development plan, for 1992–1997. Its targets were to achieve an average annual GNP
         growth rate of 7.5 percent and to increase the GNP to $492.6 billion and per capita
         GNP to $10,908 by 1996. There would also be a shift from what were by now the traditional
         heavy industry sectors toward new high-technology industries, such as computers, precision
         instruments, and electronic goods. But there were growing difficulties in the economy.
         Growth slowed, inflation grew, and the workforce became less and less amenable. Wages,
         under union pressure, rose rapidly; real wages doubled between 1986 and 1993, much
         faster than productivity, reducing the competitiveness of Korean goods internationally.
         There was also an increasing shortage of workers in many areas. South Koreans now
         refused to do many of the “dirty” jobs necessary in any economic system. Foreign labor
         acted as a substitute but brought its own problems.
      

      
      Yet by the mid-1990s, despite all the difficulties, South Korea seemed set for an
         indefinite period of single-digit high economic growth, with a balanced budget and
         a low current account deficit. While the government continued to play a major role
         in directing the economy, President Kim Young-sam’s proclaimed policy of “globalization,”
         while somewhat imprecise in detail, was seen by many, both in South Korea and abroad,
         as a promise that the South Korean economy would, in due course, open up to foreign
         investment and would become more transparent in the process. Economic reform seemed
         to be promised in the decision to impose a real-name system on the financial markets.
      

      
      The 1997 Economic Crisis and Its Aftermath

      
      A few clouds appeared on the economic horizon early in 1997. The Hanbo Group found
         itself at the center of a crisis as a result of taking on huge loans without proper
         collateral; the fact that one of the president’s sons was implicated in the affair
         made what was originally a financial crisis into a potential political issue. Worse
         was to come. In the summer of 1997, international speculation against the Thai currency
         led to a collapse of the baht, and speculators turned their attention to other Asian
         currencies. At the same time, another major company, Kia Autos, found itself in difficulties
         and looked to the government to bail it out. There followed a run on the South Korean
         currency, which quickly showed up the problems of most of the country’s financial
         institutions. The won fell from just over 800 to the U.S. dollar to around 1,700 between
         October 1997 and January 1998. Unemployment soared. By the end of December 1997, foreign
         exchange reserves had fallen to $5 billion.
      

      
      The government seemed paralyzed. President Kim Young-sam gave little indication of
         understanding the seriousness of the situation and did nothing to alleviate it. As
         the crisis persisted, it was clear that action was needed, and after much soul-searching,
         the government turned to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for assistance. The
         IMF eventually came up with a $57 billion bailout package just before the 1997 presidential
         election. There was much dismay in the country at the apparent failure of “the miracle
         on the Han” (the Han River runs through Seoul). Many protested at the “sellout” to
         the IMF and the forced opening of the South Korean economy that was part of the deal.
         Demonstrators smashed foreign goods in protest; Japanese pens were one favored target.
         Some women donated their gold and jewels to help pay the nation’s debts.
      

      
      The incoming president, Kim Dae-jung, at first seemed just as overwhelmed by the enormity
         of what had happened as Kim Young-sam, but he pledged to implement the IMF package.
         In April 1998, the government formed the Financial Supervisory Commission to oversee
         the restructuring of the economy. By the end of 1998, this body had closed down about
         100 financial institutions and more than 50 noncompetitive corporations. Organizations
         closed included 5 commercial banks, 5 securities houses, and 16 merchant banks. Other
         major banks were forced to merge or were sold off to foreign companies. Even the chaebol did not escape; among liquidated corporations were 20 chaebol subsidiaries, though the big corporations generally resisted attempts to force them
         to undertake major structural reform.
      

      
      Despite these efforts, 1998 was a bad year. GDP fell by over 6 percent. Unemployment
         continued to rise, reaching 6.8 percent by the end of the year and peaking at 8.6
         percent in February 1999. By then, banks alone had laid off 39,000 employees. Overcapacity,
         a nearly bankrupt banking sector, and huge private debt took their toll.
      

      
      Difficulties continued into 1999, but before long there were signs of improvement.
         Inflation dropped to 0.8 percent, the lowest since the days of Park Chung-hee. GNP
         bounced back, to around 10 percent over the year as a whole. Unemployment, while still
         high, began to fall and was down to 4.4 percent by November 1999. The won climbed
         back to about 1,150 to the dollar, and the IMF loan was paid off ahead of time. Inevitably,
         this led some to question the need for continued economic reform. The government continued
         to avoid a confrontation with the chaebol and showed the old willingness to bail out major companies in difficulties when Daewoo
         came close to bankruptcy. That the long-established links between the chaebol and the government continued in place was shown by the Hyundai Group’s involvement
         in North Korea. Although nothing was formally said, Hyundai could not have engaged
         in such a sensitive business without at least tacit government support.
      

      
      The pace of recovery was maintained in 2000, though the opening up forced on South
         Korea by the events of 1997 altered the face of Korean industry and finance. Other
         problems remained. While the number of chaebol shrunk, some of the remainder still have problems. The giant Hyundai Group ran into
         financial difficulties in spring 2000 and sought government assistance. This was forthcoming,
         but on the condition that the group’s founder, Chung Ju-yung, and other members of
         his family resign. There followed a hard struggle, but in theory this requirement
         was met. There was some disquiet in South Korean society that the pace of recovery
         had thrown a heavy burden on the poorer sectors of society, who were not cushioned
         as they might have been in the West, but generally South Korea faced the economic
         future in mid-2000 with a degree of confidence that was remarkable given the trauma
         of 1997.
      

      
      This confidence continued for the remainder of Kim Dae-jung’s term of office, despite
         the setbacks on the political scene. There was not, however, a totally smooth period
         of economic recovery. If GNP rose by 8.6 percent in 2000, it fell back to 3.6 percent
         in 2001. This was still respectable compared with other developed nations, but it
         was not what the Koreans had been used to, and it did not match the steady growth
         of the Chinese economy. The election year 2002 showed no sign of improvement in growth,
         which again slumped, from a projected 6.3 percent to 2.9 percent, over the course
         of the year. The chaebol began to slow down on reorganization. Kim Dae-jung, beset by other problems, now seemed
         as bemused about the economy as his predecessor had been in 1997.
      

      
      Yet the positive outweighed the negative. The won slowly appreciated in value against
         the dollar; in May 2002, the exchange rate was 1,325 won to the dollar, but a year
         later, it was at 1,200 and still improving. Foreign exchange reserves reached US$121.41
         billion in December 2002, the fourth largest in the world. The trade surplus for 2002
         was $10.8 billion, with exports at $162.82 billion and imports at $152.02 billion.
         Per capita income in December 2002 was $8,900 compared with $706 in North Korea. While
         the great growth days of the 1960s and 1970s might be long past, all signs were that
         the “miracle on the Han” was still in business, as developments over the next decade
         were to prove. From being a basket case in 1960, with a per capita income well under
         $100, by the end of 2013 South Korea had a per capita income of $32,000. From being
         an aid recipient, it had graduated to become an aid donor.
      

      
      South Korea’s economic reforms, introduced as a result of the 1997 Asian crisis, paid
         off in the 2008 crisis. Even before then, the move from a planned economy toward a
         more market-oriented one was well-established, and the trend continued. While its
         growth did fall because of the general downturn in world economic activity, with falling
         markets for automobiles and semiconductors, it recovered more quickly than most countries.
         GDP was almost stagnant in 2009 but began to move again thereafter and has continued
         to do so ever since. Measures taken earlier may have helped. There had been a reduction
         of the workweek from six to five days, spread over several years as it moved by sector.
         Public holidays had increased slightly. The long daily work hours continued, however,
         and it would be some years before this issue was tackled. Unemployment rates went
         up in 2008 and 2009, but then dropped back to around 3.5 percent, a rate that persisted.
         GDP continued to climb and was estimated at $31,345 nominal, $41, 350 PPP in 2018.
         By sector, it was agriculture, 2.2 percent; industry, 39.3 percent; and services,
         58.3 percent. The labor force totaled just over 28 million, with 4.8 percent in agriculture,
         24.6 percent in industry, and 70.6 percent in services.
      

      
      Whatever the figures seemed to indicate, Koreans did not feel that they were gaining.
         Youth unemployment remained high, with the well-educated finding it difficult to get
         work that matched their training. The population, which was 50.75 million in 2014,
         was 51.08 million in 2017 and 51.64 million in 2018. It was expected to peak at 51.94
         million in 2028, and then start a steep decline. The population was aging and dropping
         out of the workforce, a trend that would continue. That and the unwillingness of people
         to do the “3 D” jobs—dirty, dangerous, and demeaning—were major problems. Encouraging
         immigration was a solution but was seen as bringing its own problems in a society
         that tended to view itself as highly homogenous. Both Presidents Park Geun-hye and
         Moon Jae-in promised to tackle these issues but had little success. South Korea remains
         a rich country that does not see itself as one. Its economy can easily be thrown off
         balance by external factors. Relations with China and Japan, both important for the
         South Korean economy, can easily sour. President Trump, with his negative views of
         FTAs, has shown that even a long-term ally cannot be relied on over economic matters.
      

      
      
   
      A

      
      
         
         	ACADEMY OF KOREAN STUDIES (Hanguk jungsin munhwa yunguwon)
         

         
         	
            This academic institution was established in 1978 under President Park Chung-hee. Its formal purpose is to promote scholarship in the field of Korean studies, but
               it also aims to improve South Korea’s international image. It publishes works on Korea,
               including books and the Review of Korean Studies in English and two Korean-language journals. It is also a center for scholars, with
               a graduate program since 1980. By 2019, this program had produced 900 master’s degrees
               and 400 PhDs in Korean studies. It occupies an attractive campus just outside Seoul; 300 students were enrolled there in the academic year 2018–2019. Foreign students,
               who pay no fees, made up half this total. There is also a free Korean-language program
               for foreign students. Among the library holdings are the records of the former Yi
               dynasty. The academy also supports Korean studies worldwide and has established posts
               in many foreign universities.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; KOREA FOUNDATION; NATION BRANDING; UNIVERSITIES.
            

            
         

         
         	ACHESON’S STATEMENT ON KOREA

         
         	
            On 12 January 1950, Dean Acheson, then secretary of state of the United States, spoke on Asian policy at the Press Club in Washington, D.C. Speaking “off the cuff”
               from notes, he said that the U.S. defense perimeter in the Pacific ran along the Aleutian
               Islands, to Japan to the Ryukyu Islands, and to the Philippine Islands, which “must and will be held”
               by the United States. In his statement, the Republic of Korea and the Chinese Nationalists’ “Republic of China” on Taiwan were conspicuously absent from the line
               of the U.S. defense perimeter, and some have seen this as a signal to North Korea that it would not have to deal with the United States in the event of a conflict on
               the Korean Peninsula. In the end, the United States came to South Korea’s assistance
               immediately upon the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950.
            

            
         

         
         	ADAMS, EDWARD B. (1934–)

         
         	
            Edward (known to all as Ed) Adams was the founder and for many years the principal
               of the first international school in South Korea, the Seoul International School.
               He is also the author of numerous books about the country and the founder, with his
               wife, Chung-shil, of the Seoul International Tourist Publishing Company. Adams was
               born in Taegu, where his parents and grandparents were Presbyterian missionaries. His grandfather,
               James Edward Adams, was a missionary who founded a school in Taegu that later became
               Keimyong University. James Adams is also credited with introducing apple growing into
               the Taegu area.
            

            
             Ed Adams grew up in Andong, another Presbyterian mission station. During the Pacific
               War, the family returned to the United States but returned to Korea after the war. Ed Adams had just started high school when the
               outbreak of the Korean War led to another evacuation, this time to Japan. He did not return to South Korea until 1965. In the meantime, he completed his education and joined the U.S Department of Defense, teaching at schools in Taiwan and Japan.
               From 1965, he was principal at Department of Defense schools in the South Korean capital,
               Seoul, and later at Taegu. During these years, he began writing about Korea, publishing
               his first book, Faces of Korea, in 1969, followed by the two-volume Through Gates of Seoul in 1971 and Palaces of Seoul the following year. These were illustrated by his own photographs, which were also
               used to illustrate books such as Patricia Bartz’s Geography of Korea, published by Oxford University Press in 1972. Later he wrote Guide to Korea and Kyongju Guide.
            

            
             In 1973, he left the Department of Defense to establish Seoul International School,
               the first school in the country to provide an education for foreign children that
               was not under military or religious auspices. It was first established on the campus of Konkuk University in Seoul. In
               1985, it moved to a new purpose-built campus in Songnam, a satellite city south of
               Seoul. Adams was the headmaster until he moved back to the United States in 2001.
               In 1976, he and his wife established the Seoul International Tourist Publishing Company,
               which published many of his later works. He was for many years an active member of
               the Korea Branch, Royal Asiatic Society, serving as a council member for a time.
            

            
            See also HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949); MCCUNE FAMILY; UNDERWOOD FAMILY.
            

            
         

         
         	ADOPTION

         
         	
            The issue of adoption has arisen in two contexts in South Korea: domestic adoption
               and transnational adoption. In premodern Korea, adoption was not rare. Most Koreans
               believe that this was usually in-family adoption, which occurred when one branch could
               not produce an heir and would adopt a nephew from another branch, in line with Confucian insistence on an heir. Although some scholars say that before the 20th century, adoption
               from outside the family was not unusual, this practice seems to have become rare at
               the end of the Chosun dynasty. Many Koreans now say that they do not understand the
               idea of adoption.
            

            
            The Korean War created a new problem, as had World War II in Europe and Japan. Large numbers of children
               were left orphaned or abandoned in the chaos of war. Korean families might take in
               children to whom they were related, but the vast majority of those whose parents were
               dead or had disappeared were gathered into orphanages, often in very primitive conditions.
               Another factor was a growing number of mixed-race children. The stigma of being an
               unmarried mother was such that the majority of such children also found their way
               into orphanages. The continued presence of a large number of United States troops in South Korea since the end of the Korean War has meant that this issue continues into the present.
               The result has been one of the oldest and longest international adoption programs
               in the world. Exact figures are hard to come by, but in 2008, the official responsible
               for adoptions at the South Korea Ministry of Health said that since 1958, 164,000
               children had been adopted. In 2011, a figure of 220,000 was given.
            

            
            From 1951 to 1964, the number of children in South Korean orphanages rose from 715
               to 11,319. Most of the orphanages were foreign funded, and many of the children were
               of mixed race. Few Korean families would adopt children that they did not know, and
               after the war, the government began to look for other solutions. One was to have children
               adopted abroad, partly on the grounds that the problem was caused by the presence
               of foreign troops. It was also soon realized that there was money to be made in overseas
               adoptions, through fees and charges. As the plight of Korean children became known,
               individuals and organizations both inside and outside Korea began to take an interest
               in their future. Some U.S. military personnel fostered and later adopted children.
            

            
            The most famous organization operating in Korea was that run by Bertha and Harry Holt,
               an evangelical couple from rural Oregon. According to their own account, moved by
               the stories of “waifs” from the Korean War, they decided to try to adopt some Korean
               children to add to their already large family. This required a special act of Congress,
               but the Holts persisted and eventually adopted eight Korean children. This was the
               start of Holts Adoption Agency, as others also wanted to adopt Korean children. The
               organization still functions, although now it is known as the Holt International Children’s
               Service, and it still operates in South Korea. In February 2019, the Holt organization
               merged with Washington State–based World Association for Children and Parents (WACAP).
               WACAP, despite its name, appears to be a wholly U.S. organization.
            

            
            The Holts had little time for the standard approach of more conventional adoption
               agencies and government departments responsible for child care. They did not believe
               in background checks or the careful placing of children in suitable homes. They saw
               a need and met it, doing what they saw as “God’s work.” If people who wanted to adopt
               children appeared to be good Christians, that was enough. They enjoyed widespread
               support in this from people such as the evangelist Billy Graham (whose wife had grown
               up in Korea before World War II) and the novelist Pearl S. Buck. There was criticism
               of the Holts’ approach, however, and concern that some of those they brought from
               Korea were not strictly speaking orphans. Eventually, the Holt Agency changed, becoming
               more like a normal adoption agency and using professional rather than faith-based
               staff, although it still has a very strong religious ethos. Over the years, it has
               placed 40,000 Korean children.
            

            
            As economic development took off in the 1970s, the South Korean government began to see international
               adoption less as a convenient solution to a difficult problem and more as a negative
               mark against the country. A “developed” country should not be sending its children
               abroad for adoption. North Korea also began to comment on the subject, accusing the South of selling off children for
               gain. From 1976 onward, therefore, the government’s aim was to end the practice. However,
               the reluctance of Korean families to adopt, the stigma that attached to single mothers,
               and the reluctance of both the state and companies to provide adequate child-care
               facilities meant that the international adoptions did not stop. Indeed, despite the
               government’s aim, the numbers continued to rise, peaking at over 6,000 per annum in
               the mid-1980s. (One poignant aspect of flying to the United States from Korea in the
               early 1980s was the cardboard cribs with babies at the back of the aircraft, looked
               after by young men and women who earned free flights by doing so. The women complained
               that the men only carried the babies on and off the flights, leaving them to feed
               and change them.) By 2010, the annual number of international adoptions was 865, although
               it would rise again slightly.
            

            
            The plan in 1976 was to reduce international adoptions to 1,000 per annum and to end
               the practice by 1981. The continued difficulties over domestic adoption led to the
               plan being abandoned in 1980. A new proposal in 1989 would see international adoptions
               handled by one of four Korean agencies, with the practice ending in 1996. This was
               abandoned in 1994 for the same reasons as the earlier scheme and was replaced by an
               annual quota system, which was scheduled to end in 2015. This target was not abandoned,
               but it looked increasingly unlikely by 2007, when additional benefits were introduced
               both to persuade mothers to keep their children and to encourage domestic adoption.
            

            
            Other issues now needed attention. Earlier adoptees were starting to question the
               terms on which they had been adopted and to demand information about their birth families.
               (The Holts’ belief that it would be possible to turn Korean children into Americans
               clearly did not work in all cases, and in others, even well-integrated adoptees wanted
               to know more.) The figures for what was now really a developed country were also of
               concern. In 2010, there were 8,590 abandoned or relinquished children in South Korea.
               Of these, 6,115 went into institutions, while 1,462 were adopted domestically and
               1,013 internationally. Of those adopted domestically, the majority were under three
               months old, female, and physically fit. By 2011, 80 to 90 percent of Korean children
               born to single mothers were put up for adoption, whereas in the United States, the
               comparable figure was 1 percent. It was also disquieting that the four main agencies
               handling international adoptions were said to be making US$35 million a year from
               the practice. Koreans also remained reluctant to adopt. A Ministry of Health survey
               found that many believed that only when there are strong blood ties would adoption
               be successful, and 11.4 percent gave no reason why they were against adoption; they
               just were.
            

            
            A new law introduced in 2011 tried to deal with such issues. More encouragement would
               be given to mothers to keep their children, and there would be a seven-day cooling-off
               period during which they could change their minds about adoption. Those already adopted
               were given the right to see their birth records. Since then, South Korea has signed
               the Hague Adoption Convention in 2013, which controls international adoption, but
               has not yet ratified it.
            

            
            Despite government efforts, international adoptions continue. In 2017, there were
               465 domestic and 398 international adoptions.
            

            
            See also SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS; WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	AFGHANISTAN

         
         	
            Links between South Korea and Afghanistan are relatively few. The two countries established
               diplomatic relations in 1973, but when Afghanistan turned communist in 1978, the South Korean embassy
               closed. It would not reopen until 2002. An Afghan embassy opened in Seoul in 2004. With the outbreak of the war in Afghanistan in 2001, South Korea decided
               to send a small contingent of the national defense forces in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. As with South Korean support for the war
               in Iraq, this decision had more to do with a wish to be seen as supporting the United States than with any real Korean interest in Afghanistan. The 200-strong contingent, made
               up of a medical team and military engineers, was essentially a support unit and was
               not involved in military conflict. It was due to leave at the end of 2007, but the
               United States called for its continuation. However, in July 2007, a group of 23 South
               Korean missionaries was taken hostage by the Taliban, who demanded that the South
               Korean forces leave the country. Two of the hostages were killed, and the South Korean
               government began negotiations for the release of the remainder. These negotiations
               were successful, and the remaining hostages were released. The Taliban demands included
               the withdrawal of the Korean forces, which occurred as planned in December 2007. There
               were also unconfirmed reports that a ransom had been paid.
            

            
            The South Korean withdrawal was not total; a small group of medical staff and vocational
               training workers continued to operate inside the U.S. base at Bagram, without publicity.
               South Korean civilian engineers also continued to work in the country. In December
               2009, under the government of President Lee Myung-bak, the Defense Ministry announced that 350 South Korean troops would be sent to protect
               these workers. They would not engage in fighting unless it was necessary to protect
               the civilian reconstruction team. Despite Taliban threats, these forces were deployed
               for 30 months from 1 July 2010. With the planned U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan
               in 2014, the South Korean presence would also come to an end. The troops finally left
               in 2015.
            

            
            South Korea has pledged to assist Afghanistan after the end of its military involvement,
               signing a US$43 million agreement with a number of United Nations agencies in December 2013 to assist in projects aimed at long-term development programs
               designed to help women and children. These continue, as does support for education.
               At the end of 2018, 50 Afghan students were attending South Korean universities, while there were South Korean–funded Korean language courses at Kabul and Herat
               universities.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; VIETNAM.
            

            
         

         
         	AGENCY FOR NATIONAL SECURITY PLANNING

         
         	
            See NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon).
            

            
         

         
         	AGREEMENT ON RECONCILIATION, NONAGGRESSION AND EXCHANGES AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE
            SOUTH AND THE NORTH
         

         
         	
            This agreement was concluded at the fifth round of talks between the premiers of North Korea and South Korea in Seoul in December 1991.
            

            
            The first three premier-level talks were held in September, October, and December
               1990, and the fourth in October 1991. The agreement was dated 13 December 1991. The
               principles set out in the document were reaffirmed by South Korea’s Kim Dae-jung and North Korea’s Kim Jong Il at their June 2000 summit, and the text remains the main formal document in North–South relations.
            

            
            In it, the two sides agree to respect each other’s political systems and to follow
               a policy of noninterference in each other’s affairs. Until such time as a permanent
               peace agreement could be reached, each would abide by the terms of the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement. They also agreed to stop international competition with each other. The agreement
               provided for a wide range of social and economic exchanges and for the reconnection
               of road and rail links severed since the Korean War.
            

            
            The agreement was approved by President Roh Tae-woo of South Korea on 17 January 1992 and by President Kim Il Sung of North Korea on 18 January 1992. The approved document was exchanged at the sixth
               round of the premier talks held in Pyongyang from 18 to 21 February 1992, in theory bringing the agreement into force. In practice,
               it remained a dead letter until some of its precepts were reaffirmed in the June 2000
               North–South Summit exchanges. After that, there was some progress on issues such as
               family reunions and North–South transport links. Deteriorating relations after the election of President Lee Myung-bak in 2007 meant that the agreement remained moribund. The 2018 North–South Summits raised
               the possibility that the agreement might be revived. Refer to appendix F for the full
               text of the agreement.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	AGRICULTURE

         
         	
            The southern half of the Korean Peninsula was the traditional agricultural heartland
               of the country. Before the division in 1945, about 90 percent of the population in the southern part of the peninsula were engaged in agriculture. Agriculture was
               then transformed as a result of two major land reform measures. The first was carried
               out in 1947 under the United States Army Military Government in Korea and transferred land previously held by the Japanese to Korean farmers. The second,
               the Land Reform Law of 1949 under President Rhee Syngman, broke up large landholdings.
            

            
            
               Thatched cottage near Kyongju, 1976.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            In the late 1950s, there were still well over two million families and 13.5 million
               people engaged in agriculture, out of a population of 24 million. This had changed
               by the early 1970s. In 1970, agriculture contributed about 25.5 percent of the South
               Korean gross domestic product (GDP) and still accounted for nearly 40 percent of the
               workforce. By the 1990s, the figures were 5.7 percent of GDP and 11 percent of the
               workforce, and by 2013 they had been further reduced to about 2.9 percent of GDP and
               around 7 percent of the population. The proportion of the rural population that was
               over 60 years of age also increased rapidly and reached 40 percent by 2005. Rural
               households dropped by 50 percent. The steady opening of the Korean market since the
               country joined the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1994 and a series of free trade agreements have been major contributing factors to these developments. These trends have continued.
               By 2018, only 4.5 percent of the population worked in agriculture, 2.5 million people.
               The percentage of elderly farmers—now considered those over age 65—which had been
               5 percent in 1970, was 38 percent in 2015. The agricultural share of GDP was only
               1.8 percent by 2016. Most farms were tiny; the average size was 1.5 hectares (ha).
               But 69 percent of farms were less than one ha, and only 8 percent were more than that.
               (Figures based on a Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs presentation to
               the WTO, February 2018.)
            

            
            Nevertheless, the rural population matters, and the agricultural sector is still important.
               Agricultural production is concentrated in the lowlands of the west and south coast
               of the peninsula and in the major river valleys. Rice remains the main crop, accounting
               for 50 percent of agricultural output, although the consumption of rice has been dropping.
               Other crops, in order of importance, include potatoes, barley, soybeans, maize, bananas,
               and wheat. Production of barley and soybeans has steadily declined since the 1980s,
               freeing up more land for rice cultivation, and maize and wheat production is small.
               South Korea is self-sufficient in rice but not in other food crops. Vegetable and
               fruit production has increased since the 1980s, and a steady export trade in fruit
               has been developed. Ginseng is a highly regarded export product, whose production
               has also increased since the 1980s. The biggest growth has been in the production
               of livestock and dairy products, which indicates changes in eating habits. Beef production
               has fluctuated, dropping in the late 1990s but then increasing because of fears of
               cattle diseases such as bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) and possibly contaminated
               meat from overseas.
            

            
            Agricultural exports, including fish, amounted to US$3.3 billion in 1997, while imports
               came to $10.8 billion. By the mid-2000s, the figures were US$2.06 billion and $9.9
               billion. The main countries importing Korean products were Japan, the United States, Russia, and China. Imports to Korea came from the United States, China, Australia, and the European Union. Changing eating patterns and the declining agricultural
               workforce have led some farmers to raise less labor-intensive crops, such as vegetables
               and fruit. A major project to create additional farmland in North Cholla Province,
               which began in 1991 but was stopped in 1999 following the Asian financial crisis, resumed in 2002. A series of agricultural plans begun in the 1990s continue to help
               farmers meet the challenges imposed by the reduction in import controls. The government
               has also encouraged farmers to use the internet to increase outlets for farm produce.
               Organic farming has also caught on, which has reduced the need for artificial fertilizers
               and pesticides. Until the 1990s, Korean farmers were among the highest users of artificial
               fertilizers and pesticides in the world, the result of the government’s attempts to
               achieve self-sufficiency in food. This has declined, partly as a result of new policies,
               including penalties for the use of pesticides and the phasing out of subsidies for
               fertilizers.
            

            
            The administration of President Moon Jae-in, which came to power in May 2017, has produced the 2018–2022 Development Plan to
               take some of these ideas, such as the reduced use of pesticides, forward and also
               to improve the lives of farmers. Rice production is to be reduced and farmers encouraged
               to look to new nonagricultural sources of income such as tourism. Digitalization continues
               to be stressed, as does renewable energy. More is to be done to improve food safety
               and animal welfare. Young people were to be encouraged to take up agriculture. Rural
               life would be improved, with better transport, health facilities, and housing. Elderly
               farmers would be encouraged to retire, with better pensions. As with other programs
               under the Moon government, so far there appears to have been little progress, possibly
               because much government energy has been channeled into relations with North Korea.
            

            
            See also COOPERATIVES; ECONOMY; FARMERS’ DEMONSTRATIONS; FISHERIES; NEW COMMUNITY MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	AHN CHOL-SU (1962–)

         
         	
            Ahn, now romanized as Ahn Cheol-soo and often known as Charles Ahn, has been a medical
               professional, business entrepreneur, and latterly, a politician. He was born in South
               Kyongsang Province and grew up in the port city of Pusan. While undertaking medical studies at Seoul National University, he developed a software
               antivirus system, which he at first distributed free of charge but then marketed through
               a company he founded in 1995 under the name AhnLab. The company is regularly listed
               as among the most popular in Korea and has gone on to be the biggest software security
               company in South Korea. Ahn is still connected with it but plays little role in its
               daily operations. While still its chief executive officer, he took time off to study
               for a master’s degree in business in the United States. After his return, he and his wife, also a physician, both taught for a time at the
               Korea Institute of Science and Technology. As well as running his own company, Ahn served on the board of POSCO, the former
               Pohang Iron and Steel Company, and was chairman in 2010–2011.
            

            
            But he was increasingly credited with political ambitions. In September 2011, there
               were rumors that he would stand in the unexpected by-election for mayor of Seoul, but in the event he did not, instead throwing his support behind the successful
               independent candidate, Park Won-soon. In September the following year, he announced that he would stand in the December
               presidential elections. Although he had considerable support, he dropped out of the
               race three weeks before the polls, switching his support to another liberal, Moon Jae-in. Moon lost to Park Geun-hye. Finally, in April 2013, Ahn was elected to the National Assembly, his first elected office. The next month, he announced the establishment of a political
               think tank. In November 2013, he said that he would establish a new opposition party
               by June 2014, but by March of that year, he was in discussions with the Democratic Party about forming a new political grouping. He appears to have fallen out with Moon Jae-in
               and finally defected from the New Politics Alliance for Democracy, as the Democratic
               Party was briefly named, in December 2015. He then established the People’s Party.
            

            
            This party did surprisingly well in the 2016 National Assembly elections, holding
               the balance of power between the main parties. Ahn was its candidate for the unexpected
               presidential election caused by the impeachment of Park Geun-hye. At first he seemed to be doing well, briefly leading the polls. But he performed
               poorly in television debates, and Moon Jae-in was elected. After accusations that
               his party had engaged in a smear campaign against Moon, Ahn briefly stepped down as
               leader. He was soon back. In February 2018, the People’s Party merged with the center
               right Bareun Party. The new party became the Bareunmirae Party, or Bareun Future Party, which adopted Ahn as its candidate for the 2018 Seoul mayoral
               elections, but he lost to the incumbent, Park Won-soon, whom he had supported in 2011.
            

            
            See also KIM HAN-GIL (1953–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	AHN DAE-HEE (1955–)

         
         	
            On 22 May 2014, President Park Geun-hye nominated Ahn Dae-hee as prime minister to succeed Jung Hong-won. Jung had offered his resignation in the wake of the April 2014 Sewol incident, taking responsibility for the apparent failures on the part of the government. Ahn
               spent 26 years as a public prosecutor, until President Roh Moo-hyun appointed him as a justice of the Supreme Court in 2006. He left the Supreme Court
               in mid-2012 and began a political career, joining Park Geun-hye’s campaign for the
               presidency as chair of her team’s political reform committee. There was criticism
               of his appointment because there were only a few weeks between his stepping down from
               the Court and taking up that appointment, and because he also returned to the bar,
               making large sums in a short period. It also transpired that he was able to earn these
               amounts, which the newspaper Hankyoreh estimated at US$9,789 per day, because the courts had given him special treatment.
               Ahn said that he would give away all his earnings for society’s benefit, but the criticism
               did not abate, and he withdrew his nomination one week after it had been made, adding
               to the number of failed nominations made by President Park since her election.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	AID

         
         	
            In January 2014, South Korean prime minister Jung Hong-won publicly committed the country to give US$2 billion in international aid that year,
               an increase of 11 percent over 2013 and setting the country well on the way to reaching
               the goal of spending 0.25 percent of its gross national income (GNI) on aid by 2015.
               Asia would receive 47 percent, Africa 17 percent, South America 8 percent, and the
               Middle East 5.5 percent. This was from a country that had only graduated from the
               World Bank lending list in 1995. Although the 1997 Asian financial crisis forced it to seek assistance from the International Monetary Fund, that loan was repaid
               by 2000. Now South Korea, once a major aid recipient, is a donor nation.
            

            
            Until the 1970s, South Korea received considerable international aid, mainly from
               the United States. Additional assistance came from Japan after the 1965 South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty, that finally established diplomatic relations between the two countries. European countries also provided some aid, especially in
               the years immediately after the 1950–1953 Korean War. In the early years, much of this assistance was grant aid, but by the mid-1960s,
               it was usually in the form of loans. Altogether, South Korea received US$12.69 billion
               between 1945 and the early 1990s, according to the Korean Economic Development Cooperation
               Fund (KEDCF).
            

            
            South Korea’s provision of international aid began in a small way as early as the
               1960s, with the country providing medical assistance, some training, and expertise
               sharing programs, but the systematic distribution of aid began with the creation of
               the KEDCF in 1987. The first aid was provided to Nigeria and Indonesia. The KEDCF
               was designed as a permanent organization to provide long-term development programs.
               In addition, since 1991 the Korea International Cooperation Agency, run by the Ministry
               of Foreign Affairs, has provided grants and technical aid programs. Other ministries
               provide technical assistance, but not on the same scale. South Korea also donates
               to multilateral programs run by the World Bank and other international agencies.
            

            
            Some of the government-provided aid is channeled through the National Emergency Management
               Agency, itself a government body. Established in 2007, it is employed when the Foreign
               Ministry decides that assistance is needed in a disaster area. It emerged in the aftermath
               of the December 2004 Asian tsunami disaster, during which South Korea provided $15
               million. For the May 2008 Myanmar cycle, the agency provided $2.5 million, and $5.48
               million for the 2008 Sichuan earthquake in China. South Korea was among the first countries to supply assistance to Japan at the time
               of the 2011 earthquake and tsunami, although it was not among the major donors. Government
               aid also goes to fund international organizations, especially those under United Nations auspices, a reflection of the country’s high estimation of the UN role on the Korean
               Peninsula since 1947.
            

            
            Nongovernmental organizations have been an important factor in South Korea’s response
               to international aid needs. Some government funding is set aside to support them.
               They became prominent in the 1990s, with volunteers going to Rwanda, Turkey, and other
               countries after natural disasters. Many groups are from a religious background, and some Christian groups have not always been sensitive to local feelings, especially in the Middle
               East; this has caused problems in Afghanistan and Iraq.
            

            
            During the years of the “sunshine policy,” much aid went to North Korea from both government and private sources, as well as in response to UN appeals. After
               President Lee Myung-bak came to power in 2008, government aid steadily dried up, and severe restrictions were
               placed on nongovernmental aid. Under President Park Geun-hye since 2013, there has been some limited easing of control on private aid.
            

            
            In 2017, South Korea was the 15th largest donor country in the world, spending U.S.
               $2.2 billion on official development assistance (ODA), or 0.14 percent of its gross
               national income (GNI). This was slightly down from 2016, but the government of President
               Moon Jae-in has pledged to increase such aid to 0.2 percent of GNI by 2020. Loans account for
               40 percent of ODA, with a concentration on Asian countries. Aid focuses on transport,
               health, environment, education, agriculture, and fisheries.
            

            
            See also ECONOMY.
            

            
         

         
         	AIR-RAID DRILLS

         
         	
            From 1972 to 1993, regular daytime air-raid drills were held in South Korea on a monthly
               basis. From 1993 onward, they have been held three times a year, later reduced to
               two. Finally, there was only one, usually held in August, to coincide with one of
               the major joint South Korean–U.S. joint military exercises that succeeded Team Spirit. In 2018, as North–South relations improved, there was no drill. In any case, unlike
               in the days of the military governments of Park Chung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan, many people had come to ignore them. Nighttime blackout drills, rigorously enforced,
               have also been held periodically. The Civil Defense Corps, created in 1975, was primarily charged with air-raid precautions.
            

            
         

         
         	AN CHAE-HONG (1891–1965)

         
         	
            A progressive nationalist, An graduated from Waseda University in Japan in 1914. He was associated with the Korean Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA)
               and in 1919 was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment for his activities in the Samil Undong (March First Movement). In 1923, along with others, he founded a Korean-language newspaper, Shidae Ilbo, and served on its editorial board. Later he became president and editor in chief
               of another Korean newspaper, Chosun Ilbo, a position he held for 10 years, but he was imprisoned again in 1925, 1936, and
               1942 for his nationalistic remarks. Upon Korea’s liberation, An, a member of the Korean Nationalist Party (1), together with Song Chin-u and Yo Un-hyong, set up the Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction. When the South Korean Interim Government was established in 1947 by the United States Army Military Government in Korea, An became civil administrator. However, he opposed the UN plan to hold separate elections in South Korea. After the Korean War, he reappeared in North Korea, where he held a post on the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland
               (Chaebuk pyonghwat tongil chokjin hyopuihoe).
            

            
         

         
         	AN CHANG-HO (1876–1938)

         
         	
            Nationalist leader and educationalist. He was born near Pyongyang, now in North Korea, but attended a missionary-run school in Seoul in 1894–1895 and became a Christian. He joined the Independence Club in 1897 and became
               an advocate for reform. During this period, along with Yun Chi-ho, he was involved in writing the words of what became the national anthem after 1948.
            

            
            He was in the United States from 1902 to 1907, where he was active in Korean organizations. On his return to Korea,
               An took part in the growing anti-Japanese nationalist movement, working with others such as Yun Chi-ho, with whom he opened
               two schools. Following the Japanese takeover, An again left for the United States
               in 1911 and ran the Korea National Association. He moved to China in 1926, where he was involved with the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea and became a Chinese citizen. In 1932, he was arrested in the French Concession in
               Shanghai and handed over to the Japanese on suspicion of being involved in an assassination attempt on a Japanese general. The Japanese took him back to Korea, where he was jailed
               between 1932 and 1935. He had only been released for a short time when he was again
               arrested in a drive against Korean nationalists in July 1937. Imprisoned once again,
               he died of tuberculosis in Sodaemun prison (now part of Sodaemun Independence Park) in March 1938.
            

            
            His reputation as an organizer and a Korean patriot remains high, although there are
               disputes over exactly who can claim his inheritance. One of his sons, Philip Ahn (1905–1978),
               became a prominent and successful Hollywood actor. His daughter, Susan Ahn Cuddy (1915–2015),
               joined the U.S. Navy during World War II and became the first female gunnery officer,
               reaching the rank of lieutenant.
            

            
         

         
         	AN HO-SANG (1902–1999)

         
         	
            Educated at Jena University, Germany, An taught in Seoul at Korea University (1933–1945) and Seoul National University (1945–1948). He served
               as the minister of education from 1948 to 1950. He was the author of South Korea’s
               Education Law of 1949, which reflected his conservative philosophy. He then returned to university teaching but remained active in conservative political organizations.
            

            
         

         
         	AN IK-TAE (1905–1965)

         
         	
            Musician who pioneered Western-style music in Korea and composed the tune now used
               for the South Korean national anthem in 1936. An was born in Pyongyang, now in North Korea, and studied music in Japan and the United States. From the late 1930s until 1959, he spent most of his time in Europe, where he established
               a name as both a conductor and composer. In 1959, he returned to South Korea, where
               he remained active in musical circles until his death in Majorca in Spain. The current
               South Korean national anthem, the Aegukka (“love country song”), adopted in 1948, may have been written originally in the late
               19th century. There were earlier anthems, including one sung to the tune of the Scottish
               melody “Auld Lang Syne” and another composed by the German bandmaster Franz Eckert. An is credited with drawing on traditional musical forms
               for the current version. The words are attributed to An Chang-ho and Yun Chi-ho. Because of his education in Japan, he was among those singled out as an alleged
               collaborator in the mid-2000s.
            

            
         

         
         	AN JUNG-GUN (1879–1910)

         
         	
            A Korean patriot honored in both South and North Korea. He was born in Haeju, now in North Korea. He became a Roman Catholic in 1895. He
               worked as a coal merchant and moved to Vladivostok after the establishment of the
               Japanese protectorate over Korea in 1905. There he organized a righteous army to fight against
               the Japanese. On 26 October 1909, he assassinated the Japanese elder statesman Prince
               Ito Hirobumi at Harbin station. Ito had been the first governor-general of Korea,
               and An saw him as the embodiment of Japanese imperialism. An was arrested, tried,
               and executed in 1910. His life has featured in films in both Koreas, and there is
               a museum honoring him in Seoul. On 19 January 2014, the Chinese government held a ceremony at Harbin station to open a new memorial hall in his honor.
               This move has attracted some criticism in Japan, where in November 2013 the chief
               cabinet secretary, Suga Yoshide, referred to An as “a criminal.” Other Japanese have
               been less critical.
            

            
         

         
         	AN SU-GIL (1911–1977)

         
         	
            Born in Hamhung, now in North Korea, An went to school in Seoul and was briefly detained at the time of the 1929 Kwangju incident before going to Japan to study at Waseda University. After graduation, he went to Manchuria, where he worked as a teacher and a journalist. After 1945, he returned to North Korea, but he went to Seoul in 1948. Thereafter An worked as a journalist on the Kyunghyang Sinmun and as a teacher, while producing many novels and short stories. The best known of
               his novels is Pukkando (North Jiandao), published in five volumes between 1959 and 1967, which describes
               life from the 1860s to 1945 in an area that was famous for its resistance to the Japanese.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

            
         

         
         	ANTHONY OF TAIZÉ, BROTHER (1942–)

         
         	
            Born Anthony Graham Teague in Great Britain, he joined the interdenominational religious order of Taizé in 1969, after taking
               a degree in medieval and modern languages at the University of Oxford. He spent some time in the Philippines before moving to Seoul in 1980, where he has lived ever since, eventually becoming a South Korean citizen
               in 1994, taking the name An Son-jae. From 1985 until 2007, he taught English language
               and literature at Sogang University in Seoul, where he is now professor emeritus.
               Since leaving Sogang, he has been chair and professor of English studies at Dankuk
               University. As well as professional works in English studies, he has established a
               formidable reputation as a translator of Korean novels and poetry, including works
               by Ko Un and many others known internationally. He has also written about early Western involvement
               with Korea and about Korean traditions relating to tea. Since 2011, he has been the
               president of the Korea Branch, Royal Asiatic Society, also editing its annual Transactions, the longest-established Western academic journal on Korean matters. The South Korean
               government awarded him the Academic Order of Merit, Jade Class in 2008, for the international
               promotion of Korean literature. In 2015, he became an honorary member of the Order
               of the British Empire (MBE) for his work on British–Korean relations.
            

            
         

         
         	ANTICOMMUNISM LAW

         
         	
            Promulgated on 3 July 1961 by the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction, the purpose of the law was to strengthen the anticommunist posture of the nation,
               to block the activities of communist organizations, and to secure the safety of the
               nation and freedom of the people. It consisted of 11 articles barring the following:
               affiliation and solicitation of affiliation with antistate organizations; praising,
               encouraging, or cooperating with antistate organizations; escaping to or making secret
               entry from regions under control of antistate organizations; and aiding persons who
               had committed offenses in violation of this law or the National Security Law. Those who violated the law or failed to report to the authorities any criminal offenders
               under it would be punished. In December 1980, the Anticommunism Law was consolidated
               with the National Security Law.
            

            
            See also EAST BERLIN CASE; NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon).
            

            
         

         
         	ANTI-IMPERIALIST NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT

         
         	
            This purports to be a South Korean political organization, with offices in Seoul and branches elsewhere in the country. There is a “diplomatic mission” linked to it
               that has an office in Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea. It began as the “Revolutionary Party for Revolution” in 1969. This was created in
               the North, following the breakup by the then Korean Central Intelligence Agency (now
               the National Intelligence Service) of a group that was said to have infiltrated South Korea to foment revolution and
               the subsequent execution of some of those concerned. The name was changed to the “National
               Democratic Front” in 1985, and its present name was adopted in 2005. It is also supposed
               to operate a radio station in South Korea, the Voice of National Salvation. In reality,
               the whole organization, including the radio station, has only ever operated in North
               Korea.
            

            
            See also BROADCASTING; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	APRIL 1960 STUDENT UPRISING

         
         	
            Term applied to popular antigovernment demonstrations, led by students, that forced
               President Rhee Syngman and his cabinet to resign in April 1960, ending the problem-ridden First Republic.
               It is also known as the April Student Righteous Uprising or student “revolution.”
               It began immediately after the 15 March 1960 presidential and vice-presidential elections,
               when the opposition Democratic Party and university students protested in Seoul against the alleged “rigging” of elections by Rhee’s Liberal Party in collusion with the police. The protesters clashed with the police; several persons were killed and many more
               were wounded when the police opened fire. The discovery in Masan on 11 April of the body of a student who had been shot and killed by the police provoked
               even more violent antigovernment demonstrations. Police stations, the Liberal Party
               headquarters, and some public buildings in Masan were wrecked.
            

            
            Students in Seoul and other cities and towns began demonstrations, demanding the nullification
               of the 15 March election results as well as the resignation of President Rhee and
               his cabinet members. On 18 April, 3,000 students of Korea University in Seoul staged
               a mass rally and marched to downtown Seoul. On their way back to the campus, they
               were attacked by hundreds of thugs presumably hired by the Liberal Party. A new wave
               of student demonstrations, joined by professors and thousands of citizens, erupted
               on 19 April, resulting in more clashes with the police. The demonstrators marched
               toward the presidential mansion, and the police fired upon them. Further provoked,
               students burned down police stations; sacked the building of the government newspaper,
               the Seoul Shinmun; and broke into the headquarters of the Liberal Party in Seoul.
            

            
            Greatly outnumbered and facing a dangerous situation, many police officers fled, but
               others continued to fire at the demonstrators, killing 125 persons and wounding 1,000.
               Rhee declared martial law on the afternoon of 19 April and mobilized army troops accompanied
               by tanks, but the troops refused to act against the demonstrators or to supply the
               police with ammunition. In an attempt to save the president, all cabinet members submitted
               their resignations en masse. Under pressure from the United States and facing impossible odds, President Rhee himself resigned on 26 April.
            

            
            See also STUDENT MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	ARCHITECTURE

         
         	
            Little of Korean architecture before the 17th century has survived the wars and invasions
               that have occurred since then. Even where buildings had survived into the late 20th
               century, modern developments have swept away many of them. In the capital, Seoul, swathes of old housing that was still in use in the 1980s and 1990s have gone, despite
               much expressed nostalgia for the style of traditional housing. Since wood featured
               prominently in many buildings, even those that claim a long ancestry have often been
               rebuilt several times. Many modern buildings draw on what are believed to be traditional
               principles, especially in roof design.
            

            
            
               Pulguksa, the Buddha Land temple.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            Western-style architecture was introduced in the last years of the 19th century. Surviving
               examples include the Roman Catholic Myongdong Cathedral in Seoul and a number of other
               churches and missionary-related buildings, as well as the ambassador’s residence and
               a former office and residential building at the embassy of Great Britain. Under the Japanese Government-General of Korea, Korean cities acquired many modern buildings. In Seoul, these included the Capitol, demolished in 1997 after a few years as the National Museum of Korea; the city hall; the Bank of Korea; a number of department stores; and the former Seoul railway station, which since
               2012 has become “Cultural Seoul Station 284.” The Korean War saw much destruction, and postwar buildings were often hastily erected and of poor
               quality. As South Korea became wealthier in the 1970s and 1980s, new buildings drawing
               on a wide range of traditions began to appear in the capital and elsewhere. They included
               a number of branches of the National Museum of Korea, the Sejong Cultural Center in
               Seoul, the 1988 Olympic Stadium, and many commercial buildings. The late 1980s and
               1990s saw a further wave of new buildings, including the Seoul Arts Center and the
               spectacular new Inchon International Airport, opened in 2001. Domestic housing needs were met by the widespread
               building of high-rise apartment blocks, somewhat daunting to look at but popular with
               those who lived in them, who appreciated their comfort and security.
            

            
            This trend has continued, with new galleries and museums appearing all the time. Seoul’s
               National Museum of Korea, which opened in 2005 on the former Yongsan military base, joins a growing number of museums and galleries, all of them adding to the city’s
               attractions. They include the Seoul Museum of History, opened in 2002, and the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, which since 2011 has also occupied a former military site.
            

            
            New buildings are confined neither to museums and galleries nor to Seoul. As South
               Korea has become wealthier, Korean companies have commissioned imaginative new premises.
               New urban complexes, such as Chongju and Songdo, have provided scope for new designs. In June 2014, South Korea was awarded the Golden
               Lion, the top prize, at the Venice Biennale, the world’s premier architectural festival.
            

            
            See also CHUNG GU-YON (1945–2011); KIM CHUNG-UP (1922–1988); KIM JONG-SUNG (1935–); KIM SU-GUN (1931–1986); LEE HEE-TAI (1921–1981).
            

            
         

         
         	ARMED FORCES

         
         	
            See NATIONAL DEFENSE FORCES.
            

            
         

         
         	ASIAN FINANCIAL CRISIS

         
         	
            In July 1997, a run on the Thai currency, the baht, triggered major financial problems,
               first in Southeast Asia and later spreading to East Asia, including South Korea and
               Japan. The close Korean economic links with Japan increased the impact of the crisis on South Korea, and in October
               1997 there was a massive run on the currency. To cope with this, South Korea appealed
               to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for assistance in December 1997 and was granted
               a loan of US$57 billion. This imposed harsh terms and caused much bitterness. The
               crisis was generally known as the “IMF crisis” in Korea, leading to wry jokes along
               the lines of “I’M Fired.” At the same time, many people donated funds, jewelry, and
               gold to assist the government in riding out the crisis. As the crisis developed, 10
               out of 14 major merchant banks closed, and there were widespread layoffs in the banking industry. The chaebol, South Korea’s industrial conglomerates, were also badly affected. Some disappeared,
               and others, such as Hyundai, underwent major reorganization. These measures, together with further closures in
               the financial sector, eventually brought the crisis under control. The IMF loan was
               repaid by August 2001.
            

            
            The fundamental cause of the crisis was seen as the failure to impose proper control
               on the banking sector, and there was some criticism that the reforms introduced after
               1997 did not go far enough. However, during the financial crisis that hit the world
               in 2008, South Korea emerged virtually untouched, which was attributed to the success
               of the earlier reforms.
            

            
            One beneficiary from the 1997 crisis was Kim Dae-jung, who was elected president in December 1997. While the incumbent president, Kim Young-sam, was conspicuous for his apparent lack of policies to deal with the crisis, Kim Dae-jung
               made a series of reassuring speeches and comments before he took up office in February
               1998, and he then displayed much vigor in handling the aftermath of the crisis.
            

            
            See also AID.
            

            
         

         
         	ASIANA AIRLINES

         
         	
            South Korea’s second airline after Korean Air, founded in 1988 when air transport was deregulated. The Kumho Group is a major shareholder.
               It started with flights between Seoul and Pusan in December 1988 and in the following year began to offer international flights; it
               now increasingly concentrates on long-haul flights, where it competes with Korean
               Air. In 2000, Asiana owned 54 aircraft, flying on both domestic and international
               routes. The company then flew to 51 destinations in 17 countries. At the end of 2013,
               it had 14 domestic routes, serving 12 cities. Internationally, it flew to 24 countries,
               serving 71 cities on 86 routes. By 2018, it had 90 destinations in 27 countries. Twenty-two
               of its routes were to Chinese destinations, while it had 10 destinations in both Japan and the United States. Its cargo operation covered 14 countries, 29 cities, and 27 routes. It has been
               a full member of the Star Alliance group of airlines since 2003. It is a major shareholder
               in the budget Air Busan, which began in 2007, and wholly owns another budget airline,
               Air Seoul, founded in 2015 and operational from 2016. Air Seoul has taken over a number
               of Asiana’s regional destinations.
            

            
            See also ECONOMY; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSASSINATION AND ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS

         
         	
            The fatal attack on Kim Jong Nam, half-brother of the current North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, in Malaysia in 2017, was a reminder that Korea is no stranger to assassinations.
               The history of the use of assassination to get rid of opponents in Korea began well
               before the colonial period, and assassination was also used against the Japanese. It recommenced against prominent political leaders soon after the division of Korea
               in 1945 with the killing by a leftist on 28 December of Song Chin-u, a major leader of the Korean Democratic (Hanguk) Party, in the midst of antitrusteeship protests. The killing of Song was followed on 19
               July 1947 by the assassination of Yo Un-hyong, a prominent moderate left-wing nationalist who was the head of the Working People’s Party, by a North Korean refugee. On 2 December 1947, a leftist assassinated another key
               leader of the Korean Democratic Party, Chang Tok-su. On 26 June 1949, Kim Ku, an ultra-rightist leader and the head of the Korean Independence Party, was assassinated by a South Korean army lieutenant, who accused him of being an
               obstacle to the republic and to the promotion of democratic government in South Korea.
               The army lieutenant, An Du-hui, who had strong links to right-wing organizations,
               was sentenced to life in prison for the killing. However, he was soon released and
               subsequently fought in the Korean War. After the war, he became a businessman but was frequently attacked. He also claimed
               that Kim’s assassination had been at the orders of the then head of security. In 1996,
               he, too, was assassinated, by a follower of Kim.
            

            
            On 28 September 1956, a would-be assassin shot and wounded vice president–elect Chang Myon at the Citizen’s Hall in Seoul. In 1974, a Korean from Japan, believed to be pro North Korea, attempted to kill
               President Park Chung-hee at a National Day ceremony but instead killed Madam Park (Yuk Yong-su), who was sitting on the platform. Park was eventually fatally wounded on 26 October
               1979 by pistol shots fired by the director of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency
               (now the National Intelligence Service), Kim Jae-gyu, and died early the next morning. The assassin allegedly said that he had killed
               the president to promote democracy in South Korea. Park’s security service chief was
               also killed.
            

            
            North Korea has also made assassination attacks on the South. On 21 January 1968,
               a 31-man team of North Korean commandos infiltrated the northern part of Seoul in
               order to gain access to the Blue House and assassinate President Park. All but one of the commandos were killed by the police. On 9 October 1983, North Korean agents attempted to assassinate President Chun Doo-hwan in the Rangoon bombing. They placed remote-controlled bombs at the Martyr’s Mausoleum in Rangoon, Burma
               (Yangon, Myanmar), but detonated them before Chun’s arrival. Chun, who was on a state
               visit in Southeast Asia, was behind schedule because of traffic congestion, thus escaping
               certain death. However, Chun’s top advisers and several cabinet ministers were killed.
               In April 2010, the National Intelligence Service announced the arrest of two North
               Korean defectors, who were charged with plotting to assassinate Hwang Jang-yop, the highest-ranking North Korean defector. They were found guilty and sentenced
               to 10 years in jail. Fear of assassination attempts has led to the South Korean government
               providing high-profile North Korean defectors with constant security protection.
            

            
         

         
         	AUSTRALIA, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Korea’s relations with Australia date back to the late 19th century, when Australian
               Presbyterian missionaries arrived in Korea. Until 1941, Australian diplomatic and
               consular interests in Korea were handled by Great Britain. After 1945, Australia played a prominent role in the 1947 United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea (UNTCOK) and its successor, the 1948 United Nations Commission on Korea (UNCOK). Australia
               recognized the Republic of Korea in 1948, although an Australian embassy was not established
               in Seoul until 1962. During the Korean War, Australian forces from all three services participated. Australian forces eventually
               formed part of the 28th British Commonwealth Brigade, and later of the First Commonwealth
               Division. Australian forces remained in South Korea until 1957, though in decreasing
               numbers. In 1974, Australia established diplomatic relations with North Korea, and the two countries exchanged embassies. This link was broken in 1975 and not
               renewed until 2000. Australia and South Korea cooperate on the issue of the North Korean nuclear program and other strategic considerations.
            

            
             Australian trade with South Korea is important. In 1994, Australia briefly overtook the United States as the country’s second-largest export market. Although Australia did not hold that
               position for long, it has continued to be important, with two-way trade at the turn
               of the century reaching over $10 billion annually. By 2012–2013, this had risen to
               $30.5 billion, accounting for 5 percent of Australia’s total trade. The two countries
               signed a free trade agreement (FTA) in April 2014, which gave a boost to trade and investment. By 2017–2018, total
               trade had reached over $35 billion, with the balance very much in South Korea’s favor.
               Australia exports minerals, energy, and travel and educational services, while South
               Korean exports to Australia include passenger vehicles, petroleum, electronic goods,
               and parts. Australia is a popular tourist destination for South Koreans, while 150,000
               Koreans live there. There are also many Korean students in Australian schools and
               universities.
            

            
            There are regular diplomatic and other exchanges. In recent years, Presidents Kim Dae-jung and Lee Myung-bak have visited Canberra, while John Abbot, the Australian prime minister, was in Seoul in April 2014 for the signing of the FTA.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

            
         

         
         	AUTUMN UPRISING 1946

         
         	
            In autumn 1948, the southern provinces of South Korea saw a serious protest movement
               against the policies of the United States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK) in suppressing the people’s committees that had been established all over
               the peninsula immediately after the Japanese surrender in 1945. The USAMGIK had come to see these as communist organizations, especially
               after they opposed the trusteeship proposals reached in the December 1945 Moscow Agreement. The protests began in Pusan and soon spread to other areas. They were particularly strong in Taegu and are therefore also referred to as the “Taegu incident” or the “Taegu riot.” As
               the protests progressed, other grievances relating to working conditions and the release
               of political prisoners were also included in the protestors’ complaints. There were
               several violent incidents, and the USAMGIK eventually forcibly suppressed the demonstrations.
               This led to deaths on both sides and marked the beginning of the dominance of right-wing
               groups in South Korea. It may well have had a decisive effect on the elections for
               the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly, which took place around that time. In 2010, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea assessed the incident. It concluded that 7,500 people had been affected and recommended
               that the government should compensate 60 families who had suffered most. In January
               2013, a district court in Pusan ruled that compensation should be paid, but nothing
               has been done about it.
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         	BAN KI-MOON (1944–)

         
         	
            Ban Ki-moon became the eighth secretary-general of the United Nations (UN) in 2007, the first Korean to hold the post. He was elected to a second term in
               2011 and remained in the position until 2016.
            

            
            Ban was born in North Chungchong Province. His family had been well off, but his father’s
               warehouse business went bankrupt, and the family was also affected by the Korean War. Nevertheless, Ban did well at school and attended Seoul National University, majoring in international relations. He joined the foreign ministry (MFA) in 1970.
               His first post was to New Delhi, but much of his career revolved around postings to
               the United States, where he served twice, and the United Nations. Hardworking and conscientious rather
               than brilliant, his nickname within the MFA was “the Bureaucrat.” In 1996, President
               Kim Young-sam appointed him national security adviser. Two years later, he became ambassador to
               Austria and Slovenia. In 1999, he also became chair of the preparatory commission
               for the Comprehensive Test Ban Organization. In this role, in 2001, he published a
               letter in which he praised the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty that the United States had just decided to abandon. President Kim Dae-jung dismissed him and apologized to the U.S. government.
            

            
            Ban’s career prospects looked poor, but later the same year he became chief of staff
               to Foreign Minister Han Sung-soo, who was elected chair of the UN General Assembly in September 2001. In 2003, the
               incoming president, Roh Moo-hyun, selected Ban as his foreign minister. By that stage, Ban may have already decided
               to run for UN secretary-general. Kofi Annan’s term was due to end in 2007, and there
               was a widespread expectation that his successor would be from Asia. Ban declared his
               candidacy early in 2006 and campaigned hard for the post. There was later some adverse
               comment about the way he had used his position as foreign minister to advance his
               cause, although this was not exceptional. He was successful and took over in 2007.
            

            
            His period as secretary-general saw no major changes, but he proved a competent holder
               of the office. He was particularly noted for advancing women in the organization,
               for promoting sustainable development, and for encouraging assistance for countries
               facing financial problems after the financial turmoil of 2008 and subsequent years.
               He also tried to help solve the North Korean nuclear issue, but perhaps inevitably North Korea was cautious about the role of a former South Korean foreign minister as a mediator.
               However, it was reported in the South Korean media in September 2014 that he had received
               a letter from the North, inviting him to visit. Some UN staff criticized him, alleging
               that he had brought too many Koreans into the organization and that he would not allow
               full investigation of allegations of mismanagement and corruption. Such allegations
               have not been uncommon at the UN.
            

            
            As Ban approached the end of his tenure at the UN, there was much speculation in South
               Korea that he would be the ruling party’s choice as candidate for the presidential
               election due in 2017. By the time he left the UN in December 2016, the political scene
               was in turmoil following the impeachment of President Park Geun-hye. The ruling party’s popularity dropped rapidly, while Ban badly trailed Moon Jae-in, the main opposition candidate, in the opinion polls. Around the same time, his brother
               and a nephew were arraigned on bribery charges in the United States. As a result,
               he announced his withdrawal from the race on 1 February 2017. Instead, he turned his
               attention, together with the former Austrian president Heinz Fischer, to establishing
               the Ban Ki-moon Center for Global Citizens. This, based in Vienna, opened in January
               2018. He was also elected chair of the International Olympics’ Ethics Committee, holds a distinguished professorship at Yonsei University in Seoul, and is a member of the Elders.
            

            
            See also CARTER, JAMES (JIMMY) EARL (1924–); FOREIGN POLICY; KANG KYUNG-WHA (1955–).
            

         

         
         	BANK OF KOREA

         
         	
            There was a bank (Hankuk unheung in Korean) with this name during the Japanese protectorate period (1905–1910), but it became the Bank of Chosen during the colonial
               Government-General of Korea. The modern Bank of Korea dates from 1950, when the Bank of Korea Act of 12 June
               1950 established it as the country’s central bank. Originally, it had capital of 1.5
               billion won, all subscribed by the government, but under the Bank of Korea Act passed
               in 1962, it became a state juridical person with no capital. It issues banknotes and
               coins, formulates monetary and credit policy, and acts as the bank for both the government
               and other banks. It also manages the foreign exchange reserves and is the bank of
               settlement for South Korea. It sees its primary purpose as price stability and the
               control of inflation. It occupies the premises built in the Japanese colonial period
               for the Bank of Chosen.
            

            
            See also CURRENCY; ECONOMY.
            

         

         
         	BANKS AND BANKING SYSTEM

         
         	
            South Korea’s modern banking system can be traced back to the foundation of a Japanese-owned bank, the First National Bank, established at Pusan in 1878. This later became the first note-issuing bank in Korea. In 1909, a central
               bank, called the Bank of Korea, took over the note-issuing function. This bank became the Bank of Chosen during
               the Japanese Government-General of Korea. Several other banks were also established under the Japanese, some of them, such
               as the Chosen Industrial Bank, highly specialized.
            

            
            The Bank of Chosen became the Bank of Chosun in 1945, but the whole banking system
               was thrown into disarray by the split between the Japanese and Korean economies that
               occurred then. On the eve of the Korean War, a new banking act created the current Bank of Korea and also provided for the organization
               of commercial banks. However, the outbreak of the war prevented the implementation
               of this section of the act. Only with the end of the war did new banks emerge. The
               Korea Development Bank, wholly government funded, was established in 1954, followed
               by the Korea Agriculture Bank in 1956. As their names imply, these were specialized
               banks, aimed at economic development.
            

            
            Following the military revolution of May 1961, the government reorganized financial institutions to facilitate the development
               of the economy. Various specialized banks were created to meet the needs of areas such as fisheries and housing. Regional banks also emerged to assist local development. Although the
               1960s and 1970s saw the creation of private banks, the whole financial sector was
               very close to, and very influenced by, government policies. In particular, the government
               encouraged the banks to support the chaebol, or industrial conglomerates. The 1970s saw the development of merchant banking, and foreign banks
               began to open in Seoul.
            

            
            In theory, the government began to withdraw from the banking sector as early as 1972,
               when the Commercial Bank of Korea, originally government owned, was privatized. Further
               privatizations took place in the 1980s, but in reality, a close relationship continued
               between the banks and the government, with the latter still directing much of the
               banks’ lending. This created some of the problems that emerged during the Asian financial crisis of 1997, when a number of banks were brought down by the burden of their nonperforming
               loans. A massive reorganization took place, with strong, healthy banks taking over
               a number of weaker ones. Many workers were laid off as a result. In the end, however,
               the banking sector came through the crisis stronger than before. As a result, it was
               able to ride out the 2008 world financial crisis. Recent years have seen the growth
               of technology in the banking sphere as elsewhere in South Korea, and the country leads
               the world in mobile banking.
            

         

         
         	BAREUN PARTY

         
         	
            Short-lived political party formed in January 2017 by disaffected members of the Saenuri Party, as the latter split over growing hostility to President Park Geun-hye. The name means “Righteous Party,” but the English name seems to have been rarely
               used. Representative Chong Pyon-kuk was its leader. It claimed to be a broad liberal group, although it was generally
               seen as center-right. There were defections, and in 2018 the party merged with Ahn Chol-su’s People’s Party, to form the Bareunmirae Party.
            

            
            See POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	BAREUNMIRAE PARTY

         
         	
            Center-right South Korean political party established in February 2018 through a merger
               of the Bareun Party and Ahn Chol-su’s People’s Party. The name means “Righteous Future Political Party,” but the English
               name is rarely used. Most of its members are disaffected former Saenuri Party members. In 2019, it was the third largest party in the National Assembly, with 30 members, a long way behind the ruling Democratic Party and the main opposition Liberty Party. There was opposition within both parties to the merger, apparently on ideological
               grounds, and 16 of the People’s Party members formed yet another party, the Party for Democracy and Peace.
            

            
            See POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	BETHELL, ERNEST THOMAS (1872–1909)

         
         	
            Long forgotten in his native Great Britain, Ernest Bethell is honored in South Korea as one of the founders of Korean journalism
               and for his opposition to the way the Japanese wiped out Korean independence after 1905. Bethell was born near the city of Bristol
               in the west of England, where he was educated. His father owned for a time an import and export business in Japan. Ernest and his
               younger brother worked for their father’s company but from 1899 traded on their own
               account as Bethell Brothers, based in Kobe. The company was in existence until 1991.
               Ernest married Mary Maude Gale (1873–1965) in Kobe in 1900, and they had one son,
               Herbert (1901–1964). Bethell was apparently a somewhat hot-tempered person who smoked
               and drank heavily but was also active in the local community in Kobe. By 1904, his
               once successful business was in difficulties after branching out into new lines. He
               later claimed that while in business in Japan he also became involved with newspapers.
               These local press connections may have been what took him to Korea in March 1904 to
               cover the war between Japan and Russia, which had begun the month before. He initially went as a special correspondent for
               the London Daily Chronicle, although he only seems to have been with the Chronicle for a short time. He also worked for the Associated Press.
            

            
               Tomb of Ernest Bethell in Seoul Foreign Cemetery, showing original memorial as erased
                     by the Japanese.
                  

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            By May 1904, Bethell and another British newspaperman from Japan, Thomas Cowen, a
               much more experienced journalist also sent by the Daily Chronicle, planned to establish an English-language newspaper of their own, to be published
               simultaneously with a Korean-language version. This followed the model established
               by Philip Jaesohn, who had established The Independent and the Tongnip Shinmun (Korean for The Independent) eight years before. Bethell had found a number of Koreans who were interested in
               a Korean-language paper, the most prominent of whom was Yang Ki-tak. Through them, the new newspaper got funding from Korean sources. Even before it
               was published, there were allegations from Japanese-related sources that it was funded
               by the Korean court and by the Russians. These allegations seem to have come from
               Cowen, who was not anti-Japanese, whereas Bethell, who later admitted having received
               Korean funds but not Russian, was becoming increasingly hostile to Japan and its policies.
               The receipt of such funds was hardly surprising; many of the foreign newspapers published
               in East Asia at the time were at least partially dependent on such sources.
            

            
            The new newspaper duly appeared as the Korea Times and Daehan Maeil Shinbo (Korean daily news). After the first issue, Cowen withdrew because of his disagreement
               over the paper’s stance on Japan. Bethell then ran it with Korean assistance, changing
               the name of the English version to Korea Daily News. Although he had a good knowledge of Japanese, he had little or no Korean so was
               not able to monitor what was in the Korean version. Perhaps that did not matter. As
               the Japanese tightened their grip on Korea, Bethell, like many other foreigners, became
               strongly opposed to their policies and methods. Extraterritoriality still existed
               in Korea, which meant that the Japanese could not arrest Bethell. They arrested and
               imprisoned his Korean partner, Yang Ki-tak. When the anti-Japanese newspaper attacks
               continued, the Japanese pocketed their pride and asked the British authorities to
               prosecute Bethell. Bethell took precautions to enable the newspaper to continue. He
               was tried twice for spreading false information. At the second trial, he received
               a three-month prison sentence, which he served in the British consular jail in Shanghai.
               After his release, he returned to Korea in July 1908, determined to continue his anti-Japanese
               policies. But he fell ill and died on 1 May 1909. There was a huge foreign and Korean
               turnout for his funeral. Soon after his death, his wife and son returned to Britain.
               Ironically, his Korean newspaper passed into Japanese control after 1910 and became
               the official journal of the colonial authorities, the Maeil Shinbo, which lasted until 1945.
            

            
            In 1910, a Korean-style monument was erected over his grave in the foreign cemetery
               in Seoul, detailing his views of the Japanese. Unsurprisingly, the words were erased during
               the Government-General of Korea. In 1964, the Korean Journalists’ Association erected a new monument with the old
               inscription, to stand beside the original one. A Bethell Memorial Committee holds
               a ceremony each year at the grave. On 1 March 1968, the South Korean government posthumously
               awarded Bethell the Order of Merit for National Foundation. His wife and son were
               both dead by then, but his grandchildren were present. In 1976, the Korea Newspaper
               Research Society published a facsimile edition of both the Korea Daily News and the Daehan Maeil Shinbo.
            

            
            See also CHOSUN ILBO (KOREA DAILY); DONG-A ILBO; HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949); YI KI-PUNG (1896–1960).
            

         

         
         	“BLACK POLITICIANS”

         
         	
            In the lead-in to the 2000 National Assembly elections, a new phenomenon emerged. For the first time ever in South Korea, groups
               of political activists who had met to campaign against corruption and the role of
               former military figures in political life published a list of those who they said
               should not be elected because of corruption, past violations of the electoral process,
               anti–human rights activities, or anticonstitutional activities. The campaign was conducted
               in two stages. In the first, the groups called upon the three main political parties
               contesting the election—the ruling Millennium Democratic Party (MDP) and its coalition ally, the United Liberal Democrats (ULD), and the main opposition party, the Grand National Party (GNP)—not to select any of the 102 people on the list. This appeal had some effect,
               as 48 out of the 102 were not selected. The emphasis then shifted to the second stage,
               which was to persuade voters not to support 86 candidates. These were denounced at
               mammoth rallies in Seoul and on nationwide bus tours, as well as online, another new development. Those under
               attack made determined efforts to stop the campaign, including invoking a law that
               forbade activities by third parties during elections, but without success. Although
               his own MDP was under attack, President Kim Dae-jung declined to intervene and even, according to some reports, encouraged the campaigners.
               The Central Election Management Committee, charged with overseeing elections, at first
               ruled that the campaign should stop, then decided that it could continue, a decision
               that the ULD in particular fiercely criticized; the party’s leader, the veteran politician
               and founder of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service), Kim Jong-pil, was a particular target of the campaign.
            

            
            Turnout at the election was low, 56.4 percent, but it is not clear how much this was
               attributable to the campaign. In the event, 59 of the 86 contenders on the list failed
               to get elected, including 15 of the 22 priority targets. Among those who failed to
               get elected was Lee Jong-chan, who had just resigned as Kim Dae-jung’s first chief of intelligence. This activism
               does not seem to have been repeated in subsequent elections.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	BLUE HOUSE

         
         	
            The official residence in Seoul (Chong Wae Dae in Korean) of the president of the Republic of Korea. In both English
               and Korean, the name has come to symbolize the highly centralized system of presidential
               government that has characterized South Korean politics for most of the period since
               1948. The term “Blue House” comes from the color of the roof tiles. The site was originally
               that of a Koryo (918–1392) palace that was much built over in the Yi dynasty (1392–1910).
               In 1927, the Japanese demolished all the then extant buildings to erect a residence for the Japanese governor-general;
               office accommodation was erected below this, in the Capitol. After 1945, the former Japanese governor-general’s residence was first used by U.S.
               general John Reed Hodge, then by the Republic of Korea’s first president, Rhee Syngman. Under Rhee, the building was known as Kyongmudae. In 1993, President Kim Young-sam had all the Japanese-era buildings removed and a Korean-style building, supposedly
               in the original palace style, erected on the site. Since the 1990s, the complex has
               become more open for visitors. A tourism and history center, Sarangchae, opened in
               January 2010, providing historical and tourist information about South Korea and Seoul,
               as well as a mock-up of the presidential office. Group tours are available Tuesday
               to Friday. Saturday is reserved for individual visitors. The current president, Moon Jie-in, has not lived there since 2017.
            

            
            See also ARCHITECTURE.
            

         

         
         	BODO LEAGUE

         
         	
            See NATIONAL REHABILITATION AND GUIDANCE LEAGUE

         

         
         	BOSWORTH, STEPHEN WARREN (1939–2016)

         
         	
            United States diplomat and academic with a long connection to the Korean Peninsula. He graduated
               from Dartmouth College and served as a foreign service officer, including head of
               the policy planning staff. He also had spells as an academic at a variety of universities. He served as U.S. ambassador to Tunisia (1979–1981) and the Philippines (1984–1987).
               He also took an interest in Japan and was president of the U.S.–Japan Foundation between 1987 and 1995 and then became
               the executive director of the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO), the organization set up to supply light water reactors to North Korea. After he left KEDO, he became U.S. ambassador to South Korea (1997–2001) during
               the early years of the Kim Dae-jung presidency. He was in broad sympathy with Kim’s “sunshine policy” and thus was not popular with the George W. Bush administration that took over in 2001. Bosworth therefore returned to academia, as
               emeritus dean of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University in Massachusetts.
               While at Tufts he continued his interest in Korea. In 2009, the incoming Barack Obama Democratic administration appointed him as the U.S. special representative for North
               Korea. This move was widely seen as sending a positive signal to the North Koreans
               about the wish of the new administration to continue the dialogue that had developed
               in the second George W. Bush administration, but the North seemed uninterested. The
               North Korean nuclear program and missile tests continued. There was also U.S. domestic criticism about the part-time
               nature of Bosworth’s appointment since he continued his role at the Fletcher School.
               Bosworth made his first visit to the DPRK as special representative in December 2009,
               when he found DPRK officials positive about engagement. Nothing came of this, and
               it was not until October 2011 that Bosworth again had substantive talks with DPRK
               officials in Geneva. During these talks, it was announced that Glyn Davies, the U.S.
               envoy to the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, would replace Bosworth
               as special representative for North Korea. In January 2013, he joined the Harvard
               Kennedy School’s Belfer Center as a senior fellow.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; KIM, SUNG (1960–); NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; WALKER, RICHARD L. (1922–2003).
            

         

         
         	BROADCASTING

         
         	
            Radio broadcasting in Korea began from a station in Seoul in 1927 during the Japanese colonial period. After liberation in 1945, the United States Army Military Government in Korea reorganized this station into the Korea Broadcasting System (KBS). Until 1954, this
               remained the sole broadcasting station in South Korea. In that year, however, the
               Christian Broadcasting System (CBS) began to broadcast news, entertainment, religious,
               and educational programs. Another religious station, the Far East Broadcasting Station,
               started at Inchon in 1956, broadcasting in Korean, English, Chinese, and Russian. The first commercial
               service, provided by the Pusan Munwha Broadcasting Station (MBC), dates from 1959. Many others followed. FM broadcasting
               began in 1966 from Seoul and was followed quickly by other stations in Pusan and Taegu. Both the Republic of Korea national defense forces and the U.S. forces in Korea developed their own radio—and later television—broadcasting
               systems. KBS has maintained an overseas broadcasting service since 1953, providing
               programs in a variety of languages. It also runs a website.
            

            
            Television began in South Korea in 1956, broadcast by a privately owned station, which
               closed down in 1959. In 1961, the existing radio broadcasting system was renamed KBS-Radio,
               and KBS-TV began operating. Cable TV started in 1970. At first its use was mainly
               confined to areas of difficult reception, but later it became much more widespread,
               as people sought a greater variety of channels. By 2000, there were 30 Korean as well
               as a number of foreign channels available to South Korean viewers; by July 2002, 92
               operators provided 211 channels. The number of channels has not produced much variety,
               and there are complaints about the similarity of what is offered. Satellite TV began
               in the mid-1990s and has also enjoyed widespread popularity. Digital broadcasting
               started in 2001. TV set ownership rose from about 25,000 in 1961 to 15.8 million in
               1998; it has remained at about this figure ever since. Radio receivers reached 47.5
               million in 2002, equal to almost one per person in a population of 47.9 million. By
               2013, 95 percent of households subscribed to pay television, 85 percent via cable.
               Mobile television (digital mobile broadcasting, or DMB) started in 2005 and again
               enjoys widespread popularity, with services covering most of the country. “Smart DMB,”
               or interactive mobile television, began in 2011.
            

            
            Both radio and television broadcasting have attracted the attention of several governments.
               In 1980, under the increasingly authoritarian regime of Chun Doo-hwan, the state-owned KBS and MBC absorbed the private radio and television networks.
               Until 1989–1990, KBS-TV featured four channels, and MBC-TV had one channel with 20
               local stations. Then, under Roh Tae-woo, there was a major liberalization of broadcasting, and many new stations emerged.
               By 2000, South Korea had 86 FM and 59 AM radio stations, in addition to its variety
               of TV stations. The number of stations has continued to grow since then. In 2013,
               TV moved from analog to digital.
            

            
            The other change is the growth of internet broadcasting outlets, a reflection of the
               high percentage of South Koreans who use the internet. As well as traditional and
               satellite broadcasting, all the major stations have internet outlets, and many people
               now get both news and entertainment that way. Since 2010, a number of cable TV companies
               also operate, making available a wide range of channels to Korean viewers. There are
               also two channels that broadcast in English. One belongs to the American Forces Korea
               Network and has been primarily aimed at the United States troops in South Korea since it began broadcasting in the 1950s. When Korean broadcasting was highly restricted
               in the past, it provided a somewhat limited access to the outside world. For Koreans
               and for many foreign residents with little or no command of Korean, the English-language
               American Forces Korea Network (AFKN) was a lifeline of news and entertainment for
               many years. More effective in this role is Arirang TV, which has been run by the Korea
               International Broadcasting Foundation since the late 1990s. Its primary audience is
               overseas, but it also has a following in South Korea. In October 2012, it was said
               to reach more than 100 million homes worldwide and had become an important disseminator
               of the Korean wave (hallyu).
            

            
            Koreans also listen to foreign broadcasts, but statistics are hard to come by. During
               the authoritarian years, this was an important source of information, but it is probably
               less so now. At that time, it was an offense under the National Security Law to listen to broadcasts from communist countries. Listening to North Korean broadcasts or accessing North Korean websites is still forbidden. Voice of America
               from the United States broadcasts a Korean-language service, as do Radio China, stations from Russia, and Great Britain’s British Broadcasting Corporation since 2017. Much of this output is aimed at North
               Korea, but there are stories about the South as well.
            

            
            By 2002, Koreans were spending 174 minutes a day watching television, 61 minutes listening
               to radio, and 42 minutes on their computers. In early 2014, the available figures
               were 127 minutes watching television, 94 minutes on computers, 144 minutes on smartphones,
               and 14 minutes on tablets. Radio listening had dropped by the mid-2000s; it was about
               35 minutes per day in 2005. Four years later, in 2018, digital clearly dominated.
               Total cell-phone usage had risen to 98 percent of the population. The hundreds of
               television stations were still watched by a large number—89 percent—but now it was
               as likely to be done on a cell phone of some sort. Far more time was spent on the
               internet than watching television: 5 hours, 4 minutes compared to 2 hours, 51 minutes.
               Radio, despite a large number of stations, continued to fade; only 12 percent of the
               population said that they listened to it. The use of tablet devices was also dropping,
               and not much time was spent streaming music.
            

            
            See also NATION BRANDING; TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
            

         

         
         	BUDDHISM

         
         	
            Arriving in AD 372 from China, Buddhism (Mahayana sect) became the religion of the masses, including the upper
               class. Although it was introduced first to the Koguryo Kingdom, it did not flourish
               there. However, it became the state religion of Paekche in the fourth century and
               that of Silla in the sixth century, contributing greatly toward the development of
               art, architecture, crafts, music, scholarship, and sculpture, as well as metallurgical technology. Several sects, including Son (Zen in Japan), rose in Silla. From the Korean Peninsula, Buddhism was also transmitted to Japan.
            

            
               Buddhist figures (and the author) at Paju, north of Seoul.

                   Courtesy of Susan Pares

               

            

            During the Koryo period, Buddhism reached its golden age in Korean history. Many books,
               including the massive Tripitaka Koreana, were printed in the 13th century. During the Yi period, the government and the ruling
               class rejected Buddhism. It survived among the rural population, however, and found
               some favor after Buddhist monks took an active role in resisting the Japanese invaders
               during the Imjin Wars at the end of the 16th century.
            

            
            Buddhism revived somewhat during the Japanese colonial period, encouraged by the Government-General of Korea, which saw it as a counterweight to Confucianism. However, at the time of liberation in 1945, relatively few people described themselves
               as Buddhist. As with all religions, the number of Buddhists has grown enormously since the 1960s. Among several current
               sects, the most prominent one is the Chogye, which combines Son practices with evangelistic
               drive. Two other important sects are the Taego and the Won. By the mid-1990s, over
               10 million South Koreans described themselves as Buddhists. By 2000, the number had
               reached 11 million. More recent estimates place the number at about 15 percent of
               the population, or 7.65 million. However, not all those who claim to be Buddhist are necessarily
               familiar with Buddhist scriptures or practices, even if Buddhism as a philosophical
               and cultural force remains strong in the country.
            

            
            Buddhists have adopted some practices from Korean Protestantism, such as charity collections
               and overseas missionary work. They have also embraced new methods of communication,
               especially broadcasting. Buddhist Broadcasting Radio was established in 1990 and the Buddhist Cable Television
               service in 1995. The relationship between Christians and Buddhists is sometimes an
               uneasy one. Several presidents with Christian backgrounds have been seen as discriminatory
               toward Buddhists. The most recent was President Lee Myung-bak (president 2008–2013), and many Buddhists suffered imprisonment and torture when Chun Doo-hwan seized power in 1979–1980. Evangelical Protestant groups have targeted Buddhist monasteries
               and have destroyed Buddhist images. The studios of the Buddhist radio station were
               attacked soon after it was established, and considerable damage was inflicted. This
               stopped after the election of Park Geun-hye.
            

         

         
         	BUSH, GEORGE W. (1946–)

         
         	
            George W. Bush, the eldest son of U.S. president George H. W. Bush (1924–2018; in
               office 1989–1993), became the 43rd president of the United States in 2001. Educated at Yale University and Harvard Business School, he had previously
               been an oilman and was governor of Texas from 1995. He and his senior advisers made
               no secret of their dislike of North Korea and of the 1994 Agreed Framework signed by the previous administration under President
               William Jefferson Clinton to cap the North Korean nuclear program. On coming to office, Bush ordered a review of U.S. policy toward North Korea. Although
               this report stated that some form of engagement with the North was necessary, Bush
               and his team were not happy about this, and the U.S. approach began to diverge from
               the “sunshine policy” of South Korean president Kim Dae-jung. Bush made little secret of the fact that he thought Kim was starry-eyed and out
               of touch. He held a similar view of Kim’s successor, the more radical Roh Moo-hyun. Other problems apart from North Korea included a proposed South Korea–U.S. free trade agreement and the question of beef imports from the United States. Although by the time of the
               latter, a conservative government under President Lee Myung-bak was more ideologically in tune with the Bush administration, massive protests in Seoul resulted in the cancellation of a Bush visit planned for July 2008. Lee and Bush were
               also out of sync even on North Korea, with the second Bush administration following
               a more conciliatory policy in the hope of reaching agreement on a nuclear freeze by
               the North even as Lee pursued a harder line.
            

            
             Bush’s reputation was low after leaving office, and he has been blamed for following
               policies that allowed North Korea to become a claimed nuclear power. Since 2017, the
               contrast with President Donald Trump has served to improve Bush’s standing, however.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; OBAMA, BARACK (1961–).
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         	CAIRO AGREEMENT

         
         	
            In November 1943, a summit conference of the United States, Great Britain, and China was held in Cairo, Egypt, to adopt an Allied plan to deal with Japan during and after World War II. Regarding Korea, the communiqué issued on 1 December
               1943 by the Allies stated that “the . . . great powers, mindful of the enslavement
               of the people of Korea, are determined that in due course Korea shall become free
               and independent.” This statement was made following the decision that Japan was to
               be stripped of all the islands in the Pacific that it had seized or occupied since
               1914, that all the territories Japan had “stolen” from China were to be returned,
               and that Japan was to be expelled from all other territories that had been taken by
               violence and greed.
            

            
         

         
         	CAMP BONIFAS

         
         	
            Until its closure in 2004 as part of the relocation of U.S. forces south of Seoul, Camp Bonifas was the nearest U.S. military facility to the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and to the Joint Security Area (JSA) at Panmunjom. It was situated 400 meters (1,300 feet) south of the southern boundary of the DMZ
               and was meant to house the JSA Quick Response Team. It also provided access to the
               Swedish and Swiss delegations to the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission. Its original name was Camp Liberty Bell, and it was later known as Camp Kitty Hawk.
               In 1986, it was renamed after Captain Arthur George Bonifas, killed in the JSA in
               1976. The camp itself had been attacked in 1967, when North Korean troops fired upon it from the surrounding hills. One U.S. soldier and two South Koreans
               were killed, and many were wounded. It was also known for its one-hole (par three)
               golf course.
            

            
            See also CAMP HUMPHREYS; CAMP WALKER; KUNSAN CITY AND KUNSAN AIR BASE; OSAN AND OSAN AIR BASE; YONGSAN MILITARY BASE.
            

            
         

         
         	CAMP HUMPHREYS

         
         	
            Under agreements signed between South Korea and the United States in 2004 and 2006, it was agreed that 36 installations and the vast majority of U.S.
               military forces on the peninsula would be moved south of the capital, Seoul, and relocated at Camp Humphreys near the town of Pyongtaek. The move would include
               the closure of the Yongsan military base, the headquarters of the U.S. 8th Army since the Korean War (1950–1953). Only a small number of U.S. personnel attached to the United States–South Korea Combined Forces Command and to the United Nations Command would remain at Yongsan. The Yongsan base area would also continue to house certain
               parts of the U.S. embassy, but most of the area would revert to Korean ownership.
               Although the process is still (2019) not complete, considerable progress has been
               made.
            

            
             The area chosen as the main relocation center, Camp Humphreys, is 96.6 km (60 miles)
               from the Demilitarized Zone and 64.4 km (40 miles) from Seoul. It was already a major military hub, having begun
               as the Japanese Pyongtaek airfield in 1919. During the Korean War, it had been known as K-6 and housed
               the U.S. marine air group. It was renamed Camp Humphreys in 1962 after a noncommissioned
               officer helicopter pilot killed in an air accident. It now houses the Desiderio army
               airfield, with a 2.5 km (1.5 mile) runway, and is the busiest U.S. Army airfield in
               Asia. The arrival of the majority of the 28,000 U.S. forces in Korea will make it
               the largest U.S. overseas base. While many Koreans are pleased that the Yongsan site
               has been largely given up, local activists in the Pyongtaek area have protested at
               the growth of U.S. numbers at the camp and the consequent increase in the problems
               of violence and prostitution that surround all such bases.
            

            
            See also CAMP WALKER; KUNSAN CITY AND KUNSAN AIR BASE; OSAN AND OSAN AIR BASE; YONGSAN MILITARY BASE.
            

            
         

         
         	CAMP WALKER

         
         	
            Camp Walker is a U.S. military base near the South Korean city of Taegu. Subsidiary camps nearby include Camp Henry and Camp George. It was originally established
               in 1921 as an army base during the Japanese colonial period. The present camp dates from the Korean War (1950–1953) and got its name from General Walton Walker, commander of the U.S. 8th
               Army, who was killed in a jeep accident in December 1950. During the Korean War, Camp
               Walker’s main role was as an airfield, known as K-37. There is still an airfield,
               now known as Taegu West Air Base and used by helicopters. The main base, known as
               U.S. Garrison Taegu, which houses a signals brigade as well as the helicopter unit,
               has the usual shops, schools, and other facilities.
            

            
            See also CAMP HUMPHREYS; KUNSAN CITY AND KUNSAN AIR BASE; OSAN AND OSAN AIR BASE; YONGSAN MILITARY BASE.
            

            
         

         
         	CANDLELIGHT REVOLUTION 2016–2017

         
         	
            “Candlelight Revolution” or “Candlelight Struggle” was the name given to a series
               of demonstrations held across South Korea from November 2016 to March 2017 that led
               to the impeachment and downfall of President Park Geun-hye. Park’s rule had become steadily more peculiar over time, with much of the blame
               laid at the door of her unofficial adviser, Choi Soon-sil. To these concerns were added others, such as the role of Minister of Culture, Sport
               and Tourism Cho Yoon-sun in organizing a blacklist of artists and writers to be boycotted because of their
               perceived hostility to the president and to her father, former president Park Chung-hee. Press freedom was also believed to be under attack by the government. There were
               also questions about the role of other senior figures associated with the administration
               and with business, such as Lee Jae-yong (1969–), the de facto head of the Samsung group.
            

            
             The demonstrations began in early November as stories about Madame Choi’s activities
               began to emerge. It was not the first time that there had been candlelight vigils
               to draw attention to government policy. They had featured at the time of the Sewol incident in 2014, for example. But as the 2016 ones got under way, the numbers involved kept
               on swelling. By the end of the month, even the police conceded that nearly two million people had taken part in a demonstration on the
               streets of Seoul, and the numbers continued to grow. The movement also spread to other cities. It
               did not go unopposed; there were counterdemonstrations organized by pro-Park groups,
               but despite some lofty claims about how large these were, the police reports indicated
               that none ever reached the proportions of the anti-Park crowds.
            

            
             Eventually, the strength of public feeling empowered the National Assembly to begin successful impeachment proceedings against the president, a move that ultimately
               led to her imprisonment and the election of the opposition leader, Moon Jae-in, as president in May 2017. In December that year, Germany’s Friedrich-Ebert Foundation presented its annual award for human rights to the participants
               in the Candlelight Revolution. The person chosen to accept it was a survivor of the
               Sewol shipwreck.
            

            
         

         
         	CAPITAL DEFENSE COMMAND

         
         	
            See CAPITAL GARRISON COMMAND.
            

            
         

         
         	CAPITAL GARRISON COMMAND

         
         	
            A unit of the South Korean national defense forces now renamed the Capital Defense Command, that in theory was charged with guarding
               the capital, Seoul, in the event of an attack from North Korea. Created under President Park Chung-hee, its real purpose was to act as a countercoup unit, although it did undertake some
               more normal military activities such as the training of reservists. Prominent officers
               who led the unit included President Chun Doo-hwan and Major General Park Seh-jik.
            

            
         

         
         	CAPITOL

         
         	
            The most prominent colonial-era building in Seoul, erected by the Japanese Government-General of Korea in the 1920s as the center of government, it was taken over by the United States Army Military Government in Korea in 1945. It was on its steps that Rhee Syngman proclaimed the Republic of Korea in 1948. Although it was badly damaged in the early
               stages of the Korean War, General Douglas MacArthur made it the setting for the formal return of Seoul to Rhee’s government in September
               1950. However, Rhee disliked it as a symbol of Japanese imperialism and refused to
               devote funds to repairing the wartime damage that it had suffered. After the military revolution of 1961, the new government of Park Chung-hee had no compunction about using it, and it once again became the center of government,
               which it remained until the early 1980s. In 1986, after three years’ restoration,
               it reopened as the National Museum of Korea. In 1996, President Kim Young-sam decided to demolish it because of its association with the Japanese period. The ground
               on which it stood has been reincorporated into the Kyongbok Palace. The National Museum was given no notice of the decision until it had been made,
               and eventually it moved to a new purpose-built building on the site of the former
               Yongsan military base.
            

            
            
               Capitol in the early 1960s.

                   Courtesy of Olive Perera

               

            

            See also ARCHITECTURE.
            

            
         

         
         	CARTER, JAMES (JIMMY) EARL (1924–)

         
         	
            President of the United States from 1977 to 1981, Jimmy Carter began his presidency with a pledge to withdraw U.S.
               forces from the Korean Peninsula. He also disliked the authoritarian policies of President
               Park Chung-hee and was strongly critical of South Korea’s human rights record. After a visit to South
               Korea in June 1979, Carter agreed to postpone the proposed troop withdrawal, though
               he remained highly critical of the Park regime. One of his last acts as president
               was to intervene in 1980 with Park’s successor, Chun Doo-hwan, to persuade him not to execute the opposition leader Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
            Carter continued to take an interest in Korea after leaving office, and his intervention
               in June 1994 is credited with helping to bring about a temporary solution to the North Korean nuclear crisis, although there were many other factors at work. He made a second visit to North
               Korea in 2010 to secure the release of a detained U.S. citizen. In 2011, he led a
               group known as the Elders to North Korea with the aim of reducing tension between
               the two Koreas and addressing the North Korean nuclear issue. The group did not meet
               the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il, and the visit came in for much international criticism, not least in South Korea.
            

            
            See also BAN KI-MOON (1944–); BUSH, GEORGE W. (1946–); CLINTON, WILLIAM JEFFERSON (BILL) (1946–); FOREIGN POLICY; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; OBAMA, BARACK (1961–); TRUMP, DONALD (1946–).
            

            
         

         
         	CATHOLICISM

         
         	
            See CHRISTIANITY; RELIGIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	CENSORSHIP

         
         	
            From the beginning of the Republic of Korea until 1987, successive governments engaged
               in repressive measures against the press and other media. Newspapers and journals
               have been suspended or closed, and broadcasting was restricted in 1948–1949, 1962, and 1980, with the dismissal of many journalists.
               Of particular concern to the censors was material portraying North Korea and other communist states in a favorable light or reproducing material published
               by them. Criticism of the government could also lead to trouble; the Seoul daily,
               Dong-A Ilbo, fell foul of President Park Chung-hee in the mid-1970s and suffered the loss of most of its advertising revenue under government
               pressure. When Chun Doo-hwan came to power in 1980, his government carried out a major purge, known as the “massacre of the mass media,” to curtail both print and broadcasting journalists. Under Roh Tae-woo, president from 1988 to 1993, there was a marked reduction in government interference
               with the media and consequent large increases in the numbers of newspapers and magazines
               published and radio and TV outlets. This trend continued into the 2000s, but concerns
               about attempted government censorship of the press appeared again during the presidencies
               of Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye, which covered the period from 2008 to 2017.
            

            
            See also CINEMA; DECONTROL OF PUBLISHING; JOURNALISM; PRESS CODE OF ETHICS.
            

            
         

         
         	CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (KCIA)

         
         	
            See NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon).
            

            
         

         
         	CERAMICS

         
         	
            Pottery exists from the Three Kingdoms period (57 BC–AD 935), with fine examples preserved
               in museums worldwide. The most famous and highly prized Korean pottery is celadon
               from the Koryo period (935–1392), which is often seen as the height of Korean artistic
               achievement. During the Chosun dynasty (1392–1910), white porcelain was especially
               prized. Ceramics are still a major feature of South Korea’s artistic output, with
               many traditional styles routinely reproduced. A small number of artists produce new
               material.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL MUSEUM OF KOREA (Kuknip chongang bakmulgwan).
            

            
         

         
         	CHAEBOL

         
         	
            These large business conglomerates are a distinct component of the South Korean economy
               and bear some resemblance to the pre–World War II Japanese zaibatsu, in that they often began as family firms and some still are. Some go back to small
               beginnings in the Japanese colonial period, and a number have become internationally
               known, including Hyundai, Samsung, LG (formerly Lucky Goldstar), and Daewoo. During the rapid industrialization of the 1960s and 1970s, they diversified into many areas of manufacturing and trade while working closely with the government to further South Korea’s economy. The Asian financial crisis of 1997, however, revealed that there were severe management problems even among the
               most successful groups, and that their close relationships with the government and
               the financial system had often resulted in poor financial and managerial control.
               By 2000, a number of the smaller ones had gone into liquidation, and even the big
               groups faced major difficulties. Hyundai, for many years the largest of the groups,
               broke up in 2001 after the death of its founder, Chung Ju-yung, and Samsung became the leading group. It remains so (2019). Many South Koreans are
               concerned about the sense of entitlement that some members of chaebol families display. The Cho family, of the Hanjin group, which owns Korean Air among many other companies, have been particularly noticeable for this sort of behavior.
            

            
            See also BANKS AND BANKING SYSTEM; CHO JOONG-HOON (1920–2002); “NUT RAGE” INCIDENT; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG, ADRIAN HONG (1983?–)

         
         	
            In March 2019, a Spanish court issued an arrest warrant for Adrian Chang Hong in connection
               with a raid on the North Korean embassy in Madrid that had taken place the previous month. Chang is a somewhat shadowy
               figure. He has been widely identified as a Mexican Korean who has resident status
               in the United States. He is reported to have studied history at Yale. He was one of a group of student
               activists, mainly of Korean origin, who established “Liberty in North Korea” in 2004.
               LiNK, as it became known, originally aimed at assisting North Korean defectors who had left the country. It soon became more proactive, sending teams into China to help defectors. Chang took part in these activities. In 2006, he was arrested
               and briefly imprisoned, then banned from China for 10 years. Two years later he left
               LiNK, and the organization said in March 2019 that he had nothing to do with it any
               longer. For a time, he worked with Libyan refugees and was said to have CIA links,
               He also described himself as managing director of a consultancy company and wrote
               and lectured on North Korean issues. In 2015, he established the “Joseon [Chosun]
               Institute” in New York. Quite what this does, or who is part of it, is not clear,
               although it does claim to have links with figures active in conservative circles,
               not just in the United States. An unsourced reference in a Wikipedia entry about Chang
               describes him as the managing director of Chollima Civil Defense, the group identified as being behind the Madrid attack. Since this group has also
               been identified as identical to a group called “Free Joseon,” it is likely that this
               is correct.
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG MYON (1899–1966)

         
         	
            Chang Myon, often in his later years known by his Westernized name, John Chang, was
               educated in the United States and taught at a secondary commercial school in Pyongyang during the Japanese colonial period. This meant that he had to work with the Japanese authorities, which
               later led some to accuse him of being a collaborator.
            

            
            Following the liberation of Korea in 1945, he served as a member of the Representative Democratic Council and as a member of the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly. He was elected to the Constituent Assembly in May 1948 as a moderate nationalist.
               Chang was sent to the United States by President Rhee Syngman as ambassador in 1949. In 1950, he served as head of the South Korean observer mission
               to the United Nations. After serving as prime minister in 1951, he resigned from the post and became a
               prominent opposition leader, forming the Democratic Party in 1955 in cooperation with Shin Ik-hui. Elected in 1956 as vice president of the republic, Chang was shot and slightly wounded
               in September that year in one of many political assassinations and assassination attempts during this period.
            

            
            He was nominated by the Democratic Party as the vice-presidential candidate for the
               March 1960 presidential elections but was defeated. In the heat of the April 1960 student uprising, Chang resigned the vice presidency, although his term of office did not expire until
               May. When the First Republic fell and the National Assembly adopted a new constitution, in August 1960 Chang was chosen as prime minister by the National Assembly. The
               military revolution of May 1961 forced him to resign on 18 May 1961. Chang was purged by the military junta and retired
               from politics.
            

            
            See also YUN PO-SON (1897–1990).
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG SANG (1939–)

         
         	
            In 2002, Chang Sang became the first-ever woman to be nominated as prime minister in South Korea. Chang had no political background.
               She studied mathematics at Ewha Women’s University, graduating in 1962. She then switched to theology, taking courses at Yonsei University
               in Seoul and Yale in the United States, and received a PhD at Princeton Theological Seminary in 1977. Upon her return to
               Korea, she became professor of Christian studies at Ewha, rising through various stages until she became president of the university
               in 1996. She was also president of the Korean Young Women’s Christian Association
               and was ordained a minister. As president of Ewha, she became embroiled in the controversy
               over the alleged pro-Japanese activities of Elwha’s first president, Kim Hwal-lan. In July 2002, then president Kim Dae-jung carried out a cabinet reshuffle and nominated her as prime minister. When the nomination
               came before the National Assembly for approval, however, she was subjected to severe questioning on three issues: alleged
               speculation in real estate, why her son had opted for U.S. citizenship, and why she
               had claimed to have a PhD from Princeton University when her degree was from Princeton
               Theological Seminary. She denied the first accusation, said her son would resume Korean
               citizenship, and blamed the third issue on a simple mistake in the faculty office.
               In the event, the nomination was not confirmed by 144 to 100, and she stepped down
               after 20 days. She expressed regret and returned to teaching at Ewha.
            

            
            See also COLLABORATION; EDUCATION; HAN MYUNG-SUK (1944–).
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG SE-DONG (1938–)

         
         	
            Intelligence chief, who was for a brief period in the 1980s seen as a possible rival
               to Roh Tae-woo as president. Chang was a colonel in charge of the 30th Guard Unit of the Capital Garrison Command at the time of the December 1979 coup that brought Chun Doo-hwan to power. He was said to have helped the conspirators by providing a meeting place.
               He also played a role in the suppression of the May 1980 Kwangju uprising. After Chun became president in 1980, Chang became his chief secretary. Then, in
               1985, he was appointed head of the Agency for National Security Planning (ANSP; now
               the National Intelligence Service). In this role, he led the South Korean side in eventually aborted negotiations with
               North Korea for a North–South summit. He also acquired a reputation for a tough approach to those
               deemed to be dissidents in one form or another. On one occasion, Chang ordered the
               beating up of staff members of the Dong-A Ilbo when the newspaper criticized the government for covering up its failure to detect
               a Chinese fighter aircraft whose pilot was defecting. In 1987, he was forced to resign, along
               with Prime Minister Lho Shin-yong, following the death of a student in custody. Soon afterward, he was caught up in
               the scandal over the funding of Chun’s Ilhae Foundation and was eventually jailed for using heavy-handed tactics to persuade businesses to
               make donations. After his release, he was arraigned over his role at Kwangju and again
               jailed. In 2001, he was questioned about the murder in Hong Kong in 1987 of Suzy Kim,
               a Korean bar girl who was said to have been an agent from North Korea. He accepted
               that the incident had taken place when he was head of the ANSP but denied any involvement.
            

            
            See also CHANG TAE-WAN (1931–2010).
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG TAE-WAN (1931–2010)

         
         	
            Chang was born in North Kyongsang Province and joined the national defense forces in 1950. He later served in Vietnam and became a general in 1971. At the time of the December 1979 coup led by Generals Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo, Chang Tae-wan was the recently appointed (November 1979) general commanding the
               Capital Garrison Command. When the mutineers went to arrest the martial law commander and army chief of staff
               General Chong Sung-hwa without presidential authority, Chang tried without success to stop them and was himself
               detained, interrogated, and placed under house arrest. Eventually he was forced to
               retire.
            

            
            After his release from house arrest, he faded from view, although in the late 1980s,
               Roh Tae-woo, by now president, consulted him on veterans’ affairs. During the 1990s, as public opinion increasingly demanded a proper investigation
               into the events of December 1979, Chang found a ready audience for his account. In
               1994, he became the first-ever freely elected head of the Korean Veterans’ Association,
               a post he held for six years. In March 2000, he joined the Democratic Party and was elected to the National Assembly. He also served on the Democratic Party’s Supreme Council.
            

            
            See also CHANG SE-DONG (1938–).
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG TAEK-SANG (1893–1969)

         
         	
            Educated at Edinburgh University in Great Britain, Chang was appointed as chief of the Seoul Metropolitan Police in 1945 by the United States Army Military Government in Korea. He entered the National Assembly in 1950 and was appointed prime minister in 1952. Reelected in 1954 and 1958, he served
               as chairman of the Anti-Communist Struggle Committee. Elected again in 1960 to the
               National Assembly, he was purged after the military revolution of 1961. In 1963, he reconstituted former president Rhee Syngman’s Liberal Party, but he and the new party played no significant role.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG TO-YONG (1923–2012)

         
         	
            Born into a Christian family in a village near Sinuiju, North Pyongan Province (now North Korea), Chang enrolled at a university in Japan, but his education was interrupted by student mobilization that the Japanese government carried out in
               January 1944. Drafted into the Japanese Imperial Army, Chang served as an instructor
               of the Nanjing Officers’ Candidate Training School in China toward the end of World War II. When the war ended, he returned to his hometown and
               became a high school teacher. Following an anticommunist uprising by his students
               in November 1945, he fled to South Korea.
            

            
            Graduating in 1946 from the Military English School, which was established by the
               United States Army Military Government in Korea to train Korean officers in the constabulary, the forerunner of the South Korean national defense forces, Chang was commissioned as a lieutenant. He remained in the military and commanded
               combat divisions and an army corps during the Korean War.
            

            
            Chang received further military training at the Command and General Staff College
               in the United States in 1953. Rising rapidly in rank, he became army chief of staff in February 1961. When
               the military revolution of May 1961 began, he went along with it. Hoping to avoid large-scale bloodshed, believing that
               many commanders of army divisions were behind the revolution, mindful of the persistent
               military threats from North Korea, and with the idea of “guiding” the revolutionaries, he accepted the chairmanship
               of the Military Revolutionary Committee (MRC). In late May, the MRC was renamed the
               Supreme Council for National Reconstruction (SCNR), and as chairman of the SCNR, Chang served as head (prime minister) of the
               cabinet until July 1961, when he was charged with an alleged antirevolutionary plot.
               He was tried and given a death sentence by a lower military court, later reduced to
               a life term by a higher military court. The case then went to the highest military
               court, but while the case was being reviewed, Chang received a pardon from General
               Park Chung-hee, who had become chairman of the SCNR and who dismissed the case in May 1962. Shortly
               after this, Chang was allowed to leave Korea and go into exile in the United States.
            

            
            Chang then studied at the University of Michigan, earning a PhD in political science.
               He was appointed a professor at the university and worked there until his retirement
               in 1993. He spent his later years in Florida, where he died in 2012.
            

            
         

         
         	CHANG TOK-SU (1894–1947)

         
         	
            A prominent right-wing nationalist who was educated at Waseda University in Japan and later received a PhD from Columbia University in the United States. He served as chief editor of the Dong-A Ilbo newspaper from 1920 and championed the Korean cause. He was an important founding
               member of the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party and chairman of its political committee. He was shot by a police officer on 2 December 1947 because of his support for the Moscow Agreement despite his party’s opposition to it.
            

            
            See also ASSASSINATION AND ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS.
            

            
         

         
         	CHANGWON

         
         	
            In 2010, Changwon became part of the newly created Unified Changwon City, a major urban conglomeration made up of Changwon, Masan, and Chinhae. Until the mid-1970s, Changwon was a small and sleepy backwater in South Kyongsang
               Province. Its main claim to fame up to then was that there had been demonstrations
               in the town in March 1960 against the corruption of the Rhee Syngman government, even before the larger demonstrations that broke out in Masan and the
               development of the April 1960 student uprising. Changwon’s transformation occurred after 1974, when it was designated as an industrial development area as part of President Park Chung-hee’s drive to develop the economy. To advance this goal, the Changwon Industrial Complex was established on a greenfield
               site to the south of the city. After a slow start, the complex took off. By the time
               of the merger in 2010, there were 2,000 companies operating in Changwon, most of them
               small and medium establishments. The city also expanded, following a development model
               that was supposedly based on that of Canberra, Australia’s capital. Before the merger, it occupied 743 sq km (287 square miles) and had a
               population of around 500,000 (in 2019, estimated at 550,000). This made it the largest
               unit in the new unified city, which has a total population of 1.08 million. The city
               is noted for its commitment to “green” politics. It was, for example, the first city
               in South Korea to introduce a bicycle-sharing scheme, which began in 2008.
            

            
         

         
         	CHARTER FOR NATIONAL EDUCATION

         
         	
            On 5 December 1968, the Park Chung-hee government promulgated this charter to set goals and standards for Korean education. It called for the promotion of a “posture of self-reliance . . . by revitalizing
               the illustrious spirit of our forefathers” with a keen sense that “we have been born
               into the land, charged with the historic mission of rejuvenating the nation.” There
               was a strong patriotic and especially anticommunist tinge to the charter, which had
               echoes of the pre-1945 Japanese Imperial Rescript on Education, originally issued by the Meiji emperor in 1890. Under
               the charter, schools lost autonomy and came under the ministry of education. Some
               loosening up of the system began under President Chun Doo-hwan in the early 1980s. A full revision of the charter began under the Kim Young-sam administration in 1993, and it is now of historic interest only.
            

            
         

         
         	CHEJU ISLAND

         
         	
            Cheju is the Korean Peninsula’s largest island, lying 80 km (60 miles) off the south
               coast. It is 72 km long by 17 km wide (45 miles by 17 miles). Its total land area
               is 1845 sq km (718 square miles). It contains South Korea’s highest mountain, Mount
               Halla, which reaches a height of over 1,950 meters (6,000 feet). The island was under
               Mongol control for over 100 years in the 12th and 13th centuries. During the Chosun
               dynasty, Chejut was a place of exile. The Japanese Government-General of Korea administered it as part of South Cholla Province, but it became a separate province
               in 1946. It was the scene of a major uprising against the growing political dominance of right-wing groups based around President Rhee Syngman and the planned 1948 general elections, which continues to have local repercussions.
               During the Korean War, like the neighboring island of Koje, it was the site of many prisoner-of-war camps. Cheju has a national university, established in 1982, based on a long-existing national college. The island’s main
               sources of revenue are agriculture, fisheries, and tourism. Cheju has always been a popular Korean honeymoon destination. As South Koreans can
               now travel abroad freely, this aspect has begun to decline, but the island’s two sex
               museums are a reminder of those days. There is no industry apart from tourism. This is very important, with up to 15 million visits in a year.
               As well as conventional fishing, the island is famous for its women divers (“sea women”;
               haenyo in Korean), who since the 17th century have harvested seafood by this method. They
               now wear wetsuits but still dive without oxygen. As late as the 1960s, 21 percent
               of women on the island were professional divers, but numbers have steadily declined,
               from around 26,000 in the late 1960s to about 4,500 in 2014, and ca. 2,000 in 2018,
               as tourism has created less-dangerous jobs. The professional divers are also increasingly
               elderly, with most over age 60. They were listed in UNESCO World Heritage records as an intangible cultural asset in 2016. A joint military-civilian naval facility
               was built between 1993 and 2007, against strong local protests.
            

            
             In recent years, Cheju has become a popular destination for Chinese visitors; the China Daily newspaper reported in June 2014 that many Chinese were now beginning to purchase property
               on the island, which is only one hour’s flying time from Shanghai and two and a half
               hours from Beijing. The dispute with China over the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense system in South Korea affected this tourist trade for a time, but it has revived
               since 2018. The island’s population, 366,000 in 1970, was 592,449 in 2012 and 612,550
               by 2018.
            

            
            See also CHEJU REBELLION; KOJE ISLAND.
            

            
         

         
         	CHEJU REBELLION

         
         	
            On 3 April 1948, 3,000 communist guerrillas, in collusion with communist elements
               in the Korean Constabulary, the forerunner of the national defense forces, began a rebellion on Cheju Island in opposition to the planned 10 May general elections. Their main targets were the
               police and right-wing youth groups on the island. The outbreak began in the northern part
               of the island, spreading as other islanders joined the rebels. After reinforcements
               of police and constabulary arrived from the mainland, a counterinsurgent campaign
               began, leading to a large number of casualties. The rebellion lasted until May 1949,
               although some guerrilla activities continued into 1954.
            

            
            During the rebellion, 15,000 persons were reported to have been killed by the communists,
               300 to 400 villages were ravaged, 20,000 houses were burned down, 34 schools and 15
               town halls were destroyed, and 65,000 islanders were made homeless. Between 20,000
               and 30,000 rebels were reported killed. Of 2,000 captured insurgents, 250 were executed,
               and the remainder were given prison terms ranging from seven years to life. Allegations
               of atrocities by government forces during the suppression of the rebellion have surfaced
               regularly, and in recent years there have been demands that the government reopen
               the issue. On 10 May 1949, one year after the general elections were held on the mainland,
               elections were held on Cheju Island to elect the two Cheju representatives to the
               Constituent Assembly.
            

            
            In 2003, then president Roh Moo-hyun offered an apology for the way the incident had been handled. In 2018, President Moon Jae-in attended the annual commemoration. In April 2019, the head of the South Korean police
               force issued a formal apology, while the head of the defense ministry expressed “deep
               regret.”
            

            
            See also TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK); YOSU-SUNCHON REBELLION.
            

            
         

         
         	CHI CHONG-CHON (1888–1959)

         
         	
            Born Chi Tae-hyong, Chi graduated from an army cadet school in Japan in 1913. In 1919, he fled from Korea after taking part in the Samil Undong (March First Movement) and joined a Korean anti-Japanese military group in Manchuria. When the Korean Independence Party was organized in China in 1930, Chi became chairman of its military committee, establishing the Korean National
               Restoration Army.
            

            
            In 1940, he became its commander. Chi returned to Korea after liberation and organized
               the Taedong Youth Corps, an extreme rightist organization.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHI KAP-CHONG (1927–)

         
         	
            Few people have done as much as Chi Kap-chong to remind the South Korean people of
               the assistance that they received from the United Nations forces during the Korean War. At the beginning of the war, Chi was at Yonsei University, from which he graduated in 1952. He then became a newspaper reporter, working on
               a local Pusan newspaper and also for the Reuters News Agency. In 1963, he founded the UN Korean
               War Veterans Association, of which he would become chair in 1977, and began work to commemorate
               the people, the units, and the battles they had fought to preserve South Korea’s freedom.
               He concentrated on the non–United States contribution, believing that this was not well known. Through his work, a variety
               of commemorative monuments to battles fought by troops from Greece, Colombia, France, Belgium, Luxemburg, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and South Africa appeared along the southern side of the Demilitarized Zone.
            

            
            In 1975, he persuaded the government of President Park Chung-hee to begin inviting foreign veterans and their families to visit Korea. This was an
               all-inclusive program involving U.S. veterans as well as all the others and has continued
               to the present. Fewer and fewer of the veterans are now capable of making the journey,
               but family members still come. Chi was also active in persuading the government to
               set up scholarships for the descendants of the veterans in several countries. From
               the 1960s until the opening of the Korean War Memorial in 1994, Chi ran a small Korean War museum on Seoul’s Yoido Plaza, where he would entertain visiting veterans in sight of the National Assembly. He served in the National Assembly as a member of Chun Doo-hwan’s Democratic Justice Party from 1981 to 1988 and was for a time chair of its Committee on International Affairs.
               He has been decorated by many countries for his services to veterans, including Australia
               and New Zealand. Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain made him an honorary Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) during her visit
               to Korea in 1999.
            

            
         

         
         	CHIN IEE-CHONG (1921–1995)

         
         	
            Chin was prime minister from March 1983 to February 1985. Educated in Seoul, he worked in the Japanese colonial administration during the last stages of World War II. After 1945, he worked
               as a planning officer as South Korea prepared for independence, and in 1948 he joined
               the ministry of construction and industry, leaving in 1952 to train as a lawyer. During
               the remainder of Rhee Syngman’s presidency, he was in private practice. He briefly returned to government during
               the upheavals that followed Rhee’s ousting in April 1960 but spent the rest of the
               1960s in a variety of commercial organizations. He was elected to the National Assembly as a member of the opposition New Democratic Party in 1971 and again in 1973. After the assassination of President Park Chung-hee in October 1979, Chin became minister for health and social affairs, but he lost his
               position after Chun Doo-hwan came to power.
            

            
            Nevertheless, in 1981 he was again elected to the National Assembly, as a member of
               Chun’s newly formed Democratic Justice Party (DJP). The next year, he was chair of the DJP’s policy committee as well as a member
               of its executive committee. In October 1983, following the Rangoon bombing, Chin became prime minister. Like most prime ministers, he made little impact, with
               major policy decisions resting with the Blue House. When the DJP did badly in the February 1985 National Assembly elections, he was
               replaced by Lho Shin-yong. He then largely disappeared from public view. However, in 2008 he was one of those
               named by groups compiling lists of alleged collaborators with the Japanese.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHINA, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Historic links between China and Korea are of long standing, with Korea deriving much
               of its cultural and political inheritance from its huge neighbor. The Chosun dynasty,
               traditional Korea’s last independent rulers, had a particularly close relationship
               with China. Following Japan’s takeover of Korea from 1905 onward, many Korean exiles
               went to China. Some organized political parties and a government in exile based in
               Shanghai. Others, such as Kim Il Sung, later leader of North Korea, organized guerrilla bands that fought with Chinese groups against the Japanese.
            

            
            Given the staunch anticommunism of South Korea’s first president, Rhee Syngman, it is not surprising that he developed early links with General Chiang Kai-shek
               and the Chinese Nationalists after the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948.
               These links would persist after Chiang lost the Chinese civil war and was forced to
               flee to Taiwan in 1949. From then until the 1980s, anticommunism was a strong binding
               force between the Republic of Korea and the Republic of China (ROC), as the Chinese
               Nationalists continued to style themselves.
            

            
            South Korea’s leaders therefore viewed with much suspicion the establishment of the
               communist-run People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949. This was partly the natural
               Korean suspicion of any strong government in China, given the past tendency of such
               governments to take an active interest in Korean affairs. But in the case of the PRC,
               such suspicions were reinforced because of the PRC’s communism and the Chinese Communist
               Party’s past support for Kim Il Sung and his followers.
            

            
            There were no contacts between the two sides until they met on the battlefield during
               the Korean War. After the end of the war, successive South Korean governments continued to view
               the PRC with suspicion. Chinese hostility to South Korea was made clear at the 1954
               Geneva Political Conference and by the PRC’s continued support for North Korea. It was not until 1973, when President
               Park Chung-hee announced that South Korea would no longer oppose contacts with “nonhostile” communist
               regimes, that the first low-level contacts between the two countries took place. These
               were mostly at the sporting and cultural levels for several years, though some trade links also developed; the usual practice was for the paperwork to go via a third party,
               with goods increasingly shipped directly. In the mid-1980s, the Chinese imposed restrictions
               on trade with South Korea, allegedly because of the latter’s dealings with Cambodia
               and Vietnam. A more positive sign was the growing Chinese willingness during the 1980s to allow
               contacts between overseas Koreans in China and South Korea.
            

            
            By the end of the 1980s, Sino–South Korean trade had recovered and was growing steadily.
               South Korean–manufactured goods found a ready market in China, while Chinese raw materials
               and traditional products such as medicines were welcomed in South Korea. Chinese reformers
               expressed great interest in the South Korean experience of economic development. Despite North Korean protests, PRC athletes attended the Asian Games
               in Seoul in 1986 and the 1988 Olympic Games. Finally, in 1992 South Korea and the PRC established full diplomatic relations, again despite strong North Korean objections as well as protests from the ROC. The
               decision to derecognize the Chinese Nationalist regime led to a marked drop in trade
               and the suspension of air services between South Korea and Taiwan for some years.
            

            
            Thereafter, relations generally continued to develop to the mutual satisfaction of
               both sides for several years. Problems arose because of the increasing numbers of
               Chinese visiting South Korea, some of whom overstayed their permitted visiting time.
               During the famine years in North Korea from ca. 1994 onward, the question of North
               Korean refugees in China also put strains on the relationship. China has insisted
               that these are economic migrants, not political refugees, and has returned them to
               North Korea despite South Korean (and other) protests. South Korean activity in China’s
               Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region has also caused problems, with complaints about exploitation of local labor and poor
               conditions in South Korean–owned factories. The two sides have scrapped over history
               and the Chinese role on the peninsula. There are minor territorial disputes and also regular clashes over fishing grounds in the West Sea (Yellow Sea); these have involved fatalities on both sides.
            

            
            The North Korean nuclear problem has also caused friction. While Sino–North Korean relations are not always easy, China
               has remained a supporter of the North despite claiming at the same time that it does
               not want nuclear weapons on the Korean Peninsula and formally condemning the nuclear
               (and missile) tests that North Korea has carried out since the breakdown of the 1994
               Agreed Framework with the United States. While South Korea welcomed the Six Party Talks that China brokered in 2003 to try to solve the nuclear issue, it has been disappointed
               that the Chinese have not put more pressure on North Korea to solve the question.
               Another cause of South Korean worry is the growing economic influence that China appears
               to have over North Korea. After Lee Myung-bak became president in 2008 and adopted a tougher line toward the North, North–South
               trade steadily dwindled. International and bilateral sanctions also led to a decline
               in trade between Japan and North Korea. The Chinese stepped into the breach and rapidly
               became the North’s chief trading partner. This led to claims in South Korea that China
               had a long-term plan to take over the North.
            

            
            Despite the tensions, formally relations remained good, with a high volume of trade
               and frequent exchanges at all levels. Two-way tourism has become a major industry, with Cheju Island a popular destination for Chinese. Soon after taking office in 2013, President Park Geun-hye visited China, where she proved a great hit when she made a speech in Chinese at Tsinghua
               University. Relations hit a bad patch in 2016, however, after President Park agreed
               to the introduction of the U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area Defense system. While it was claimed that this was aimed solely at North Korea, the Chinese
               argued that it could also be used against them. This led to a standoff between the
               two countries. The Chinese authorities placed restrictions on the South Korean tourist,
               cosmetics, and entertainment industries that had bad effects on the economy. Reuters
               News Agency reported in fall 2017 that $6.5 billion had been lost in the first six
               months of the year. In October 2017, the new government of Moon Jae-in apparently reached agreement on ending the dispute, but some restrictions persisted.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; NORTHEAST ASIA HISTORY FOUNDATION.
            

            
         

         
         	CHINDO

         
         	
            Chin (also Jin) Island is South Korea’s third-largest island, situated in South Cholla
               Province. It is famous as the area where the Korean admiral Yi Sun-shin defeated a much larger Japanese fleet in 1597, and for its special breed of dogs. Since 1984, it has been linked to
               the mainland by bridges. Once a year, the sea parts between the main island and a
               smaller one, Modo, to allow access on foot. This has come to be known as the “Chindo
               miracle.”
            

            
         

         
         	CHINHAE

         
         	
            Since 2010, Chinhae, the home base of the South Korean navy, has, with Masan and Changwon, formed part of the Unified Changwon City. Its population in 2010 was about 172,000; by 2019, it had dropped to about 140,000,
               although this may have been a result of population moves in the new Changwon conurbation.
               The town, which is in a natural harbor surrounded by pine-covered hills, was originally
               developed as a Japanese naval base during the colonial period. After Japan’s defeat in 1945, Chinhae became
               the home of the South Korean coast guard, the forerunner of the naval section of the
               South Korean national defense forces. After the Korean War, there was a determined effort to build up the navy, and Chinhae developed accordingly.
               Chinhae is also the site of the South Korean Naval Academy, established in 1948 on
               the basis of an earlier naval college and coast guard training college. The only U.S. naval facility in Korea, U.S. Fleet Activities, operates close to the South Korean
               facility; the main U.S. naval installations are in Japan. A new naval base is under
               construction, despite much opposition. The Japanese planted many flowering cherry
               trees, and there is an annual spring cherry blossom festival, which adds to the town’s
               appeal as a tourist destination. The cherry flower is the town’s symbol.
            

            
         

         
         	CHINJU

         
         	
            City in South Kyongsang Province, which is now the seat of the national defense forces’ Air Force Education and Training Command. The city has various historic claims to
               fame, including undergoing two sieges in the Imjin Wars with the Japanese between 1592 and 1597. In the late Chosun period, it became the capital of the province,
               but this was moved to Pusan in the 1920s. It has a current (2019) population of just over 300,000 and is home
               to several colleges and universities.
            

            
         

         
         	CHIRI MOUNTAINS

         
         	
            The Chiri mountain range straddles three South Korean provinces, North and South Cholla
               and South Kyongsang. It lies at the southern end of the Sobeak range. A national park with many historical monuments, it is a popular tourist destination, especially for hiking and mountain walking.
            

            
            The area featured in two major anti-guerrilla campaigns in the early years of the
               Republic of Korea. After the suppression of the Yosu-Sunchon rebellion in 1948, many of those involved fled into the Chiri Mountains, and the area was not
               fully cleared until early 1950. In September of that same year, after the outbreak
               of the Korean War, North Korean troops took refuge in the mountains as they retreated before United Nations forces after the breakout from the Pusan perimeter. These troops established camps in remote areas and waged guerrilla warfare behind
               the lines during the remaining years of the war and into the postwar period. The last
               North Korean units were not rounded up until 1955. This formed the basis of a 1990
               South Korean film, Nambugun (A North Korean partisan in the South), which, unusually, attempted to see the conflict
               from a North Korean perspective.
            

            
            See also CINEMA; LEE MAN-HEE (1931–1975).
            

            
         

         
         	CHO JOONG-HOON (1920–2002)

         
         	
            At the time of liberation in 1945, Cho Joong-hoon owned one truck, which formed the
               main asset of the Hanjin Transport Company. By the time he died, he headed the Hanjin
               Group, a major South Korean conglomerate, or chaebol, specializing in transportation but with other interests, including two universities. He began as an apprentice engineer working for a Japanese company, but the 1950–1953 Korean War provided Cho with the real start of his business empire, as he exploited the United Nations forces’ need for transport. The Vietnam War provided further opportunities for expansion, and Cho began to acquire ships just
               as he had previously acquired trucks to shift the vast amounts of equipment needed
               by the U.S. and South Korean forces to fight the war. By this time he had come to the attention
               of President Park Chung-hee, and this connection helped with the further expansion of Hanjin’s interests. In
               his drive to develop the economy, Park asked Cho to take over the ailing government-owned Korean National Airlines. Cho did so and turned it into Korean Air Lines, later Korean Air, of which he was chair from 1969 to 1984 and then president from 1984 to 1999. During
               this time, the airline developed from covering a small number of domestic routes to
               being a major international carrier.
            

            
            Cho’s interest in shipping had not disappeared, and the Hanjin Group introduced containerization
               to South Korea in 1977. Today, the group’s containers can be found all over the world.
               Unlike most other chaebol, Hanjin stuck to one main field, transport. But it did acquire other interests along
               the way. It moved into tourism, though not in a big way. It also moved into education. It became one of the principal founders of Inha University in Inchon. This had been established in the 1950s with support from President Rhee Syngman as the Inha Institute of Science and Technology and eventually became a full university,
               although its interest in science and engineering remained strong and attracted Cho.
               His other educational interest was the Hankuk Aviation University, now the Korea Aerospace
               University. Originally established as a state institution in 1952, the Hanjin Group
               took it over in 1979. Staff from the group trained at both institutions.
            

            
            By the late 1990s, Cho had handed over much of the running of the group to his sons,
               but when the company was investigated for tax evasion in 1999, he was not exempt from
               questioning. In the event, the prosecutors decide that he was too old and that his
               past services to the country were too great to pursue charges against him. Although
               action was taken against one of his sons, Cho was not charged. However, stinging criticism
               of Korean Air’s safety record by President Kim Dae-jung and members of his government after a series of crashes led to Cho’s stepping down
               from the position of chairman. He died soon afterward.
            

            
            See also ASIANA AIRLINES; “NUT RAGE” INCIDENT.
            

            
         

         
         	CHO MYUNG-GYON (1957–)

         
         	
            Cho Myung-gyon was one of the ministers first appointed after President Moon Jae-in took office in May 2017, when he became minister of unification in July. He took his
               BA in statistics at Sunkyunkwan University in 1979 and a master’s degree in public administration at Seoul National University
               in 1981. He then joined the ministry of unification. He was later a visiting scholar
               at the Hudson Institute in the United States. During Kim Young-sam’s presidency (1992–1997), he served for a time as the president’s executive officer.
               He took part in both the June 2000 North–South Summit and the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit. From October 2004 to February 2006, he was director-general of business support
               for the Kaesong Industrial Zone. He then became presidential secretary of unification, diplomacy, and security to
               President Roh Moo-hyun. He was thus the leading adviser on relations with North Korea as well as with allies. As minister, he did not seem to favor Moon’s wish to improve
               relations with the North by relaxing sanctions, preferring the U.S. approach under
               President Donald Trump of maximum pressure. He was also unwilling to see the reopening of the Kaesong zone,
               closed by President Park Geun-hye in 2016. These views probably lay behind his replacement by the more conciliatory
               Kim Yun-chul in April 2019.
            

            
         

         
         	CHO MYUNG-RAE (195?–)

         
         	
            In November 2018, Cho Myung-rae was appointed South Korean minister for the environment by President Moon Jae-in. He was the seventh minister appointed without National Assembly approval by Moon and one of 10 official appointments made in this fashion, more than
               had been made by Moon’s predecessor, the impeached President Park Geun-hye. This was not a constitutional crisis, since National Assembly approval is not required, although it is usually
               sought in the case of ministers.
            

            
             Cho appears to have solid qualifications for the environment post. His first degree,
               in regional planning, was from Dankook University in Seoul, followed by a master’s degree in environmental planning at Seoul National University.
               After that, he spent almost 10 years acquiring another master’s degree and then a
               PhD in urban and regional studies from the University of Sussex in Great Britain. He also taught environmental sciences at Dankook University during those years,
               published many academic papers, and was increasingly called upon to act as an adviser
               to local and national government bodies. These included the Presidential Committee
               for Balanced National Development from 2003 to 2005. In 2017, President Moon appointed
               Cho head of the Korean Environmental Institute, a position he only held until November
               2018.
            

            
             When he was nominated as minister, members of the opposition challenged him on two
               main counts. One was that he had moved house to improve the choice of schools for
               his children. The other was that he had been guilty of plagiarism in writing his PhD
               thesis. Newspaper accounts said that he could provide no satisfactory answers to these
               claims, but the president decided to go ahead with the appointment. There was some
               talk of pursuing the issue further, but nothing happened.
            

            
         

         
         	CHO PONG-AM (1898–1959)

         
         	
            Cho was born and brought up near Seoul and educated in an agricultural school. After serving a one-year prison term in 1919 for his participation in the
               Samil Undong (March First) demonstrations, he went to Japan to study, joining a radical leftist group there. He later went to Shanghai in China and then to Russia, where he studied at the Communist University of Toilers of the East in Moscow. Upon returning to Korea, he became a founding member
               of the Korean Communist Party (KCP) in 1925. He collaborated with other socialists in forming the General Federation
               of Farmers and Laborers. Cho played an active role in promoting social revolution,
               as a result of which he served several prison terms. After his release from prison
               in August 1945, he was active in the labor movement, and in September 1945, in cooperation with other communists, he reestablished the
               KCP. However, in 1946 he left following a disagreement with Pak Hon-yong, the head of the party.
            

            
            Elected in 1948 to the Constituent Assembly (later National Assembly), Cho became the first minister of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries of the Rhee Syngman administration. He advocated and carried out radical land reform. His progressive
               economic policy led Rhee to dismiss him. Cho was reelected to the National Assembly in 1950
               and ran for the presidency in 1952. In 1956, he formed the Progressive Party and in the same year again ran for the presidency as the sole opposition candidate.
               This time he got 30.1 percent of the vote. Rhee viewed this as a serious challenge.
            

            
            In January 1958, Cho was arrested. A district court sentenced him to a five-year prison
               term for illegal possession of firearms and a minor violation of the National Security Law. At a second trial, he was found guilty of “treason against the state in collaboration
               with the communists.” This verdict was upheld on appeal, and on 30 July 1959, the
               day after his appeal had been dismissed, he was executed. In 2007, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission said that the case had been a “judicial murder,” and in November 2010, the Supreme
               Court reopened the case. On 22 January 2011, the court cleared Cho of the charges
               against him and posthumously pardoned him.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHO PYONG-OK (1894–1960)

         
         	
            Born to a Christian family, Cho was educated at Christian schools in Korea and then studied at Columbia University in the United States, where he was strongly influenced by liberal and democratic ideas. After earning
               a PhD in 1925, he returned to Korea, becoming a professor of economics at Yonhui College
               (now Yonsei University). He joined a pan-national society named the New Shoots Society (Shinganhoe). In 1929, he was imprisoned for three years for his involvement in the Kwangju student incident.
            

            
            After his release from prison, Cho became a staff member on the vernacular daily paper
               Chosun Ilbo. In 1940, he was again imprisoned for his nationalistic activity. In September 1945,
               Cho was one of the founders of the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party, serving briefly as director of the department of public security of the United States Army Military Government in Korea. On the inauguration of the Republic of Korea in 1948, Cho became minister of home
               affairs. In 1952, he visited the United States and other countries as a presidential
               envoy, campaigning for South Korean membership in the United Nations. From 1951, Cho, as secretary-general of the small Democratic Nationalist Party, struggled to promote democracy. He was elected to the National Assembly in 1954 and again in 1958. In 1955, he became a cofounder of the Democratic Party. In 1959, the Democratic Party nominated Cho as its presidential candidate, but he
               died on 15 February 1960 while receiving medical treatment in the United States.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHO YOON-SUN (1966–)

         
         	
            South Korean politician and minister, who was jailed in 2017 for her role in acting on a blacklist of artists
               who were regarded as hostile to then president Park Geun-hye. Cho studied diplomacy at Seoul National University, then took an LLM degree at Columbia University. She passed the Korean Bar exams
               in 1991. She was a highly successful lawyer in both the United States and in South Korea, amassing a considerable fortune in the process. She joined the
               Saenuri Party and acted as a spokesperson for Park Geun-hye in the lead-up to the 2012 presidential
               election. Following Park’s success in the election, Cho became minister for gender
               equality and the family. She was both the youngest and the richest member of the cabinet.
               She came under some criticism for high-profile activities such as hosting charity
               concerts and for what was seen as interference in the Sewol incident aftermath in 2014. Soon afterward, she was moved to the ministry of culture, sports,
               and tourism. At the end of 2016, stories began to emerge about a ministry blacklist
               of nearly 10,000 artists who were deemed to be anti-Park or to be critical of her
               father, the late president Park Chung-hee, who had come to power as a result of the coup known as the military revolution of 16 May 1961. The list included many well-known artists in all fields, including international
               prize winners. Cho was arrested in January 2017 along with others close to Park, who
               was herself already in political trouble. Cho, the first minister to be arrested while
               still in office, resigned. In July 2017 she received a suspended sentence, but this
               was overturned on appeal in January 2018, and she began a two-year sentence.
            

            
            See also KIM KI-CHOON (1928?–); KIM OK-SUN (1934–); WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOE KYU-HA (1919–2006)

         
         	
            Born into the family of a Confucian scholar in Wonju, Kangwon Province, Choe (also spelled “Choi”) graduated from Tokyo
               High Normal School in Japan in 1941. He taught at the National Taitung Institute in the Japanese puppet state of Manzhouguo (Manchukuo) from 1943 to 1945 and, after liberation, at
               Seoul National University from 1945 to 1950. After serving as director of the bureau of trade of the ministry
               of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, he held a similar position in the foreign
               ministry. He was consul general in the Korean mission to Japan from 1952 to 1957,
               becoming counselor and minister from 1957 to 1959. His other posts included vice minister
               of foreign affairs (1959–1960), adviser to the chairman of the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction (1961–1963), ambassador to Malaysia (1964), minister of foreign affairs (1967–1971),
               special assistant to the president in foreign affairs (1971), acting prime minister
               (1975), chairman of the National Conference for Unification (NCU) (1979), and prime minister (1976–1979). Following the assassination of President Park Chung-hee, he became acting president from October to December 1979. In December 1979, the
               NCU elected him president. He was forced to resign in August 1980, paving the way
               for Chun Doo-hwan’s presidency. For a time, he was chairman of the Advisory Committee on State Affairs.
               Choe then virtually disappeared from public life. In 1996, when Chun and Roh Tae-woo were tried for treason, Choe refused to testify against the former presidents.
            

            
            See also DECEMBER 1979 COUP; FOREIGN POLICY; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOE NAM-SON (1890–1957)

         
         	
            Choe was born in Seoul and began publishing while still a child. He was educated at Waseda University in Japan. After his return, he set himself up as a publisher. He soon established a reputation
               as a poet and as one of the early leaders of the new culture movement in Korea. He
               was publisher of magazines for young Koreans, such as Sonyon (Children, 1908) and Chongchan (Youth, 1914). With his poem “From the Sea to the Youth,” he established a new form
               of Korean poetry. Choe authored, but did not sign, the Declaration of Independence
               of 1919, and after serving a prison term in connection with his activity in the Samil Undong (March First Movement), in 1924 he and others organized a vernacular newspaper named Shidae Ilbo. He also worked with the Japanese, serving on the official National History Compilation
               Committee (now the National Institute of Korean History) from 1927.
            

            
            In 1949, Choe was imprisoned as a traitor for his alleged collaboration during the Japanese colonial period. Released from prison in 1950, he published many
               historical works, including Korean People’s History, Korea’s Culture, and Korea’s Mountains and Rivers. In 1954, he published a new edition of the historical work Samguk Yusa. He edited the Korean Historical Dictionary in 1955. He also became a Roman Catholic in that year.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; LITERATURE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOE TOK-SIN (1914–1989)

         
         	
            In 1986, Choe Tok-sin, a former officer in the national defense forces, diplomat, and religious leader, became the highest-ranking South Korean defector to North Korea. He was born in Uiju, now in North Korea. He went to China, where he graduated from the Huangpu Military Academy and joined the Chinese Nationalist
               Army, reaching the rank of colonel. He returned to Korea in 1945, eventually becoming
               a second lieutenant in the newly formed South Korean army. He was attending the U.S.
               army academy when the Korean War began in June 1950, and he returned home the following month. In 1951, he was commander
               of the 11th Division, which carried out massacres in South Kyongsang Province. He
               also took part in the negotiations leading to the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement. Choe retired from the army in 1956. Following the military revolution of 16 May 1961, Choe became minister of foreign affairs, a post he held for two years before becoming
               ambassador to West Germany. On his retirement in 1967, he became the head (“bishop”) of the Chondogyo religion.
            

            
            Although Choe had once been a firm supporter of the South Korean government and anticommunist,
               he grew increasingly dissatisfied with what he saw as its corruption. The government
               in turn accused him of corruption, and he went to the United States. There he continued his criticisms of the Park Chung-hee government. He also established contact with North Korea, and in 1986, Choe, his wife
               Ryu Mi-yong (1921–2016), and one of their sons moved there. Until his death in 1989,
               Choe was vice chair of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland,
               a united front organization; a member of the Supreme People’s Assembly, the North
               Korean parliament; chair of the (North Korean) Central Chondogyo Guidance Committee;
               and president of the (North) Korean Religious People’s Association. He is buried in
               the Patriotic Heroes’ Cemetery in Pyongyang.
            

            
            After his death, Ryu Mi-yong assumed some of his roles, including the chair of the
               Central Chondogyo Guidance Committee. She died in 2016 and was given a state funeral.
               In July 2019, one of their sons, Choe In-guk (1946–), who had remained in South Korea,
               arrived in North Korea. He said that he had decided to “permanently resettle” in the
               North to fulfill his parents’ wish that he should devote himself to the reunification
               of the peninsula.
            

            
            See also CHOI HONG-HI (1918–2002); FOREIGN POLICY; HAMPYONG-KOCHANG INCIDENTS; HWANG JANG-YOP (1923–2010); NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; THAE YONG-HO (1962–); TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK).
            

            
         

         
         	CHOI HONG-HI (1918–2002)

         
         	
            Born in the northern half of the peninsula, Choi went to Japan during the Pacific War. Drafted into the Japanese army, he was under sentence of death
               for attempted desertion in 1945 but was saved by the end of the war. He returned to
               Korea, where he joined the new South Korean national defense forces after independence. He quickly made a name for himself, rising to the rank of major
               general. In 1948, he was one of the panel of officers that condemned the future president,
               Park Chung-hee, to death for his part in the Yosu-Sunchon rebellion. As a result, although he supported the military revolution of 16 May 1961, he was forced to resign from the military. He became ambassador to Malaysia from
               1962 to 1965 and settled in Canada from 1972.
            

            
            Choi’s main interest, however, was martial arts, which he introduced into the South
               Korean armed forces in 1952. He was instrumental in having the type of martial arts
               practiced in Korea renamed taekwondo. In 1966, he founded the International Taekwondo Federation (ITF), and he wrote a
               number of books about the sport. When he moved to Canada, he took the ITF with him.
               President Park Chung-hee responded by creating the World Taekwondo Federation. Choi’s
               last years were spent in North Korea, which further alienated him from the South Korean government.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; HWANG JANG-YOP (1923–2010); NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOI HYUN-BAE (1894–1970)

         
         	
            Choi, whose pen name was Oesol, was a scholar and a linguist who advocated the complete
               abandonment of Chinese characters when writing Korean. He was born in Ulsan. He began his education in Seoul and continued at Hiroshima Higher Normal School (now Hiroshima University) in Japan. A brief spell of teaching in Korea was followed by further study in Japan at the
               then Kyoto Imperial University. He returned to Korea in 1926 and taught at Yonhui
               College (now Yonsei University). His interest in the Korean language and writing system was already strong and grew stronger in the following years. He became an active
               member of the Hangul Society, founded in 1908 to advance the Korean writing system. Hangul and Korean nationalism were closely connected. Hangul was therefore looked upon with suspicion by the Government-General of Korea, which forced Choi’s dismissal from Yonhui in 1938. In 1942, he was arrested, and
               he spent the rest of the war in jail.
            

            
            After his release in 1945, he was appointed head of the textbook compilation bureau
               of the ministry of education. In this position, he continued to push for the abandonment
               of Chinese characters, arguing that they hampered education and that their use indicated
               subservience to a foreign culture. He also pushed these ideas as president of the
               Hangul Society. Although his ideas were not accepted at the time, the advent of the computer has pushed
               forward the spread of hangul-only publication in recent years. In 2012, Yonsei University brought out a complete
               collection of his writings.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOI IN-HUN (1936–2018)

         
         	
            South Korean novelist. Born in what is now North Korea, Choi and his family escaped to the South after the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950. He lived for a time in Mokpo in the far southwest and in 1956 moved to Seoul. He enrolled in the College of Law at Seoul National University (SNU) in 1952 but left in 1956 to join the army before finishing his degree. He remained
               in the army as an interpreter and education officer until 1963. During this time,
               he began writing; his first novel appeared in 1959. His most famous novel, The Square, about a young man who wants to be neither a North nor a South Korean, but just a
               Korean, appeared in 1961 as Korean politics seemed to be entering a new age after the overthrow of President Rhee Syngman. It became a success not only in South Korea but worldwide, being translated into
               English, French, German, Japanese, Russian, and Chinese. It has also been a long-standing standard text in South Korean schools. Over the
               following 30 years, he wrote several more novels. His themes included Korean politics
               and the sorrows of a divided people. He also wrote plays and essays and was a theater
               critic. From 1977 to 2001, Choi taught at the Seoul Institute of the Arts, then became
               an honorary professor. He received a number of prizes and honors. In 2004, he became
               a “Distinguished Alumnus” of SNU’s College of Law.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOI SOON-SIL (1956–)

         
         	
            In February 2018, Choi Soon-sil received a 20-year jail sentence and an 18 billion
               won ($16.6 million) fine on a series of counts, including obstruction of justice and
               the police, corruption, and concealing the profits of crime. The charges were linked to her
               relationship with former president Park Geun-hye, and especially to the role that she was believed to have played for several years
               as an unofficial adviser to Park. Choi was born in Seoul, the only child of Choi Tae-min and his wife, Lim Seon-yi (?–?), in 1956. Her father had links to President Park Chung-hee, father of Park Geun-hye. Following the assassination of Park Chung-hee’s wife, Yuk Young-su, in 1974, Choi Tae-min became a mentor to Park Geun-hye, a relationship that apparently
               lasted until his death in 1994. Park Geun-hye’srelationship with Choi Soon-sil developed
               through different channels.
            

            
            Choi attended Dankuk University as an auditor in the English department but did not take a degree. While she was there,
               however, she became the head of the newly formed student wing of the government-sponsored
               national Saemaul Undong (New Community) Movement. Park Geun-hye, who since her mother’s death had been acting as her father’s First
               Lady, was one of those attending the inaugural session in 1977, and the two met. Later,
               commentators would link that meeting to Choi’s influence on Park. The relationship
               did not develop immediately, for Choi went to Germany, then to the United States, where she received a master’s degree from the unaccredited Pacific Western University,
               returning in 1985. Thereafter, she became a real estate developer and also ran a kindergarten.
               She married, but that marriage ended in divorce, and in 1995 she married Chung Yoon-hoi
               (1955–). Chung was a somewhat shadowy figure. According to later South Korean press
               reports, he had played a role in the circles around Park from the time she had stood
               in a 1998 by-election for a Taegu constituency. After Park became president in 2013, Chung began working in some capacity
               for her presidential secretariat in the Blue House. He does not seem to have had an official position, but it would emerge that both
               he and his wife were very close to the president. Both, it was said, behaved with
               great arrogance toward other members of the Blue House staff, even senior ones. The
               president seemed to be heavily reliant on them. Choi was said to advise on what she
               should wear and to redraft speeches. She was also said to have begun to give advice
               on policy, including policy toward North Korea. Rumor had it that Park’s increasing hostility toward the North and her apparent
               belief that it was on the point of collapse came from Choi. Chung’s influence was
               also said to be great. At the time of the Sewol incident in April 2014, Park failed to make a public appearance for several hours. The Japanese
               newspaper Sankei Shinmun claimed that this was because she was closeted with Chung. This accusation was denied,
               and its author was prosecuted, but soon afterward Chung was dismissed from the Blue
               House. By then, his marriage had ended, but Choi continued to be influential.
            

            
            In fall 2016, however, things began to fall apart. A former Blue House secretary,
               dismissed soon after Park came to office, but now in the National Assembly, claimed that two supposedly nonprofit organizations established by Choi were used
               to channel funds from the chaebol for her use and to advance her daughter’s role as an equestrian competitor. There
               were also claims about heavy spending on acquiring property, including a hotel in
               Germany. Questions were raised about how her daughter, Chung Yu-ra (1996–), had gotten
               into high school and then been accepted by Ewha Women’s University, as well as how
               she had qualified for the South Korean equestrian team in the 2014 Asian Games, at
               which she had won a Gold Medal. Mother and daughter fled to Germany. Choi returned
               in late October 2016 and surrendered to the prosecution amid growing allegations from
               a variety of people about her greed and power. As the process known as the Candlelight Revolution got under way in November, she was assailed on all sides. One academic described her
               as a “shadow president.” She took responsibility, saying that she had sinned and deserved
               to die. Effectively the court agreed.
            

            
            Her daughter did not return with her mother but stayed in Germany. As the South Korean
               courts pursued her, she was stripped of her high school qualifications, her admission
               to Ewha was canceled, and she was expelled from the Korean Equestrian Federation.
               She moved to Denmark, but she was arrested in January 2017 and extradited to South
               Korea in May 2017. She denied any wrongdoing, claiming that she had done nothing;
               her mother had done everything.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOI TAE-MIN (1912–1994)

         
         	
            Choi Tae-min was a South Korean religious leader who came to have a close link with President Park Chung-hee and with Park’s daughter, President Park Geun-hye. His daughter, Choi soon-sil, also came to have considerable, and ultimately damaging, influence on Park Geun-hye.
               Choi was born in Sariwon, now in North Korea. He was in the police during the Japanese colonial period. After 1945, he was for a time a Buddhist monk but later converted to Roman Catholicism. In 1975, he created his own religious group, Yongsae-gyo (Church of Eternal Life). This was an eclectic mix of shamanism, Buddhism, and Christianity; Choi claimed that he was Maitreya, the future Buddha. Around that time, he got to
               know Park Geun-hye, daughter of and acting First Lady to President Park Chung-hee. This was just after the assassination of Park’s wife, Yuk Young-su, and Choi befriended Park Geun-hye, a relationship that would last until his death
               in 1994. Wikipedia notes that in 2007, after Park had become active in politics, a
               South Korean magazine published a Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the
               Korean Intelligence Service) report from the 1970s relating to Choi and Park. This said that he had first gained
               influence over her because he claimed to be in touch with her dead mother, and she
               worked with him in his organization. Choi apparently used the connection to raise
               funds illegally. This led to his being questioned by President Park himself, although
               there was no follow-up. At the trial in 1979 of the then head of the KCIA, Kim Jae-gyu, who had assassinated the president, Kim claimed that one reason for the killing
               was that Park had refused to do anything about Choi.
            

            
             Choi Tae-min’s influence over Park Geun-hye continued after her father’s death. It
               apparently still caused concern within the family. It attracted some media attention
               in 1986, when a letter from Park’s younger sister to the presidential secretariat
               claimed that her sister and Choi were misusing a memorial fund set up for Yuk Young-su.
               Again, no action was taken. Rumors about corruption and Choi’s undue influence did
               not go away, however. In 2012, Wikileaks published a 2007 cable from the U.S. ambassador
               in Seoul in which Park’s connection with Choi was likened to that of Rasputin with
               the Russian imperial court under Tsar Nicholas II. The cable noted that the relationship had
               not ended with Choi Tae-min’s death but had continued with his daughter, Choi Soon-sil.
            

            
            The links with Choi Soon-sil also dated back to the 1970s and continued after Park
               Geun-hye became president in 2013. Choi Soon-sil’s lavish lifestyle and apparent domineering
               ways in the Blue House began to give rise to much media comment and were eventually raised in the National Assembly. The resulting scandal eventually brought both down, following the Candlelight Revolution of November–December 2016.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOLLIMA CIVIL DEFENSE (Chollima min bang)
         

         
         	
            On 5 March 2017, a young man appeared in a YouTube video claiming to be Kim Han Sol,
               the son of Kim Jong Nam, the half-brother of the current North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, who had been killed in Malaysia shortly before. Kim Han Sol said that he and his
               family were under the protection of the “Chollima Civil Defense.” This was the first
               indication of such an organization, whose logo, featuring an arrowhead (or compass
               point) pointing north, was featured in the background. “Chollima” (Cheollima in South
               Korea) was a legendary Korean (and Chinese) horse that could travel vast distances.
               The site featured a brief note in English thanking the governments of the Netherlands
               and Great Britain for their assistance in helping unspecified North Koreans to escape, together with
               a number of messages in Korean. These included offers of help to anybody who wished
               to escape, plus testimony from some who claimed that they had already left the North
               and were now in South Korea. The origins of the site were heavily disguised. While
               nothing was then known about such a group, some claimed that it indicated the development
               of an opposition movement in the North, possibly with links to South Korean intelligence
               organizations. There was also speculation that Chollima was in fact run by North Korean
               intelligence services in order to trap would-be escapees.
            

            
             Two years later, on 1 March 2019, the 100th anniversary of the promulgation of the
               Korean “Declaration of Independence” that led to the Samil Undong (March First Movement) against the Japanese colonization of Korea, another unknown group, “Free Chosun” (“Free Joseon” in the
               South) posted an online note headed “Declaration for a Free Chosun.” This group claimed
               that it had established a “provisional government” in North Korea to fight against
               the abuse of human rights there. It called on North Koreans worldwide to join the
               struggle. It then showed a young woman in Korean costume in a Korean-style building
               reading out the same declaration. Although the item gave no details, South Korean
               journalists identified “Chollima Civil Defense” and “Free Chosun” as one and the same.
               Foreign journalists followed the same line. Later in March, a Spanish court identified
               the Chollima Civil Defense Group/Free Chosun as being behind a raid carried out against
               the North Korean embassy in Madrid. The attackers had beaten and gagged some of the
               staff and tried unsuccessfully to persuade the chargé d’affaires to defect. The court
               named the leader as a Mexican citizen of Korean origin, Adrian Hong Chang. The court issued arrest warrants for Chang and two other alleged attackers, one
               Korean American, one South Korean. There were reports in the Spanish press that the
               groups had links to U.S. intelligence organizations; this has been denied by the U.S. State Department. Toward
               the end of the month, another internet item appeared, supposedly from the Chollima
               group, claiming responsibility. On 1 April, a North Korean foreign ministry spokesman
               called the affair a “terror attack,” adding that the ministry were “following . .
               . rumors that the FBI of the United States and a small-fry anti-DPRK [North Korea]
               ‘body’ were involved.”
            

            
            See also DEFECTORS; THAE YONG-HO (1962–).
            

            
         

         
         	CHON TAE-IL (1948–1970)

         
         	
            In 1970 Chon Tae-il, a young tailor who had been active in the labor movement protests against conditions in the South Korean textile industry, burned himself to death in Seoul. His action followed the refusal of the authorities, who saw such protests as antipatriotic
               at a time of rapid development of the economy, to do anything about the poor conditions forced upon workers, who generally lacked
               any protection under the labor laws. Chon’s death began a process that would eventually
               lead to improvements in conditions and permission for trade unions to operate. His
               life was the subject of a highly successful film in 1995, A Single Spark, which was shown at the Berlin Film Festival. A biography appeared in 2001, and a
               documentary about his mother was screened in 2012. His life and death are also featured
               in the National Museum of Contemporary History.
            

            
            See also KOREAN FEDERATION OF  TEACHERS’ LABOR  UNIONS (KFTLU).
            

            
         

         
         	CHONAN INCIDENT
         

         
         	
            On 26 March 2010, the South Korean corvette Chonan (Cheonan in the current official romanization) sank near the Paengnyong Islands in the West Sea. The ship split in two, with the loss of 46 of its 104 crew members.
               The islands, which are South Korean territory, are close to the Ongjin Peninsula in North Korea. The ship sank just south of the Northern Limit Line (NLL), the disputed sea boundary
               between the two Koreas, which dates from the end of the Korean War, an area that has seen several maritime clashes since the 1990s. The sinking came
               soon after the end of the South Korea–United States Foal Eagle military exercise, the successor to Team Spirit. The South Korean government reacted cautiously at first, saying that there was no
               evidence of North Korean involvement and that it would draw no conclusions until there
               had been an investigation. To many, however, the incident had all the hallmarks of
               a North Korean attack.
            

            
            South Korea established the Joint Civilian-Military Investigation Group, which included
               representatives from Australia, Great Britain, Sweden, and the United States. Canadian experts joined the team shortly before the
               group reported on 20 May. Their conclusion was that North Korea had carried out the
               attack, probably using a midget submarine, citing evidence that a torpedo of a type
               known to be used by North Korea had hit the ship. Later, Russia also conducted its own inquiry but did not release the results. Press reports said
               that the Russian conclusions had not agreed with the Investigation Group’s report
               and had cast doubts on whether the North was capable of such an attack. China also expressed doubts, and while condemning the attack as adding to international
               tension, did not assign blame.
            

            
            President Lee Myung-bak demanded an apology and imposed sanctions. South Korea took the issue to the United Nations (UN), seeking a Security Council resolution condemning North Korea. The North, for
               its part, denied any involvement and demanded to examine the evidence, a demand that
               was refused. On 27 May, the North Korean General Staff issued a “crucial notice,”
               effectively ending all contacts and designed to prevent clashes between the two sides
               and prohibiting most movement between them. Although most Western countries and Japan supported the South Korean demand for UN sanctions, China and Russia continued to
               urge caution and refused to back the resolution. The best that South Korea could get
               was a UN Security Council “Presidential Statement” condemning the sinking without
               assigning blame.
            

            
            Speculation continued long after the official report was issued. Some cast doubt on
               the scientific evidence, and it was never clear what role the international experts
               had played in the investigation. There were also questions about how the South Korean
               national defense forces had handled the issue, questions that would resurface later in the year. One consequence
               was that South Korea decided to take full part in the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI). It had not done so previously to avoid clashing with the North. It took part
               in one PSI exercise later in the year. South Korean hostility toward the North as
               a result of the incident continued throughout 2010, being reinforced at the end of
               the year by the shelling of the Yonpyong Islands in November.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; TERRITORIAL DISPUTES.
            

            
         

         
         	CHONDOGYO (TEACHING OF THE HEAVENLY WAY)

         
         	
            Choe Che-u founded a native religion named Tonghak (“Eastern Learning”) in 1860. This quickly became a religion of the
               oppressed. Combining superstitious religious beliefs in a better future with the concept
               of the unity of god and man, as well as the equality of man, it became an anti-establishment
               and anti-foreign (particularly anti-Christian) force in the late 19th century. Its followers took part in the Tonghak uprising
               in 1893–1894, which led both China and Japan to intervene in Korea, and to the 1984–1895 Sino–Japanese War.
            

            
            In 1906, the religion changed its name to Chondogyo and asserted that, through self-discipline
               and cultivation of mind, one could obtain the divine virtue of being able to influence
               everything without conscious effort of volition. Chondogyo leaders played an important
               part in the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in 1919 and in other Korean independence movements. Its followers were active in opposition
               to the division of the peninsula in 1945, insisting that Korea was one nation. The
               division also affected its membership, since in 1945 the majority of its followers
               were in the northern half of the peninsula.
            

            
            Today it is a minor religion in South Korea. It was reported as having about 53,000
               followers in 1985, but that figure had fallen to 28,184 by 1995. By 2013, figures
               quoted for the number of followers varied between 50,000 and 1.13 million. This last
               figure seems to be based on claims made by the governing body of Chondogyo, but this
               is probably a major overestimation or the result of people claiming to belong to more
               than one religious group. Since the end of military rule in South Korea in 1993, the
               Tonghak rebellion has become less of a taboo subject than it was in the past, and
               some of the sites of the battles in the 1890s have become national monuments. A Chondogyo
               church and political party also exist in North Korea. There, the party supposedly represents the interests of those of peasant origin.
            

            
         

         
         	CHONG IL-GWON (1917–1994)

         
         	
            A graduate of Japan’s military academy in the puppet state of Manzhouguo (Manchukuo) in 1940, he joined
               the Japanese army there. After the liberation of Korea, Chong returned to South Korea,
               joining the newly established South Korean national defense forces. He played a prominent role in the suppression of the Yosu-Sunchon rebellion. It has been claimed that he saved the life of then major (later president) Park Chung-hee, who was accused of communist sympathies at that time.
            

            
            Chong rose in rank during the Korean War. After serving as head of the Command and Staff College (1954–1956), he became chairman
               of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Retiring from the army as a lieutenant general in 1957,
               he served as ambassador to Turkey (1957), France (1959), and the United States (1960–1963). In 1963, he became minister of foreign affairs. Appointed to the premiership
               in 1964, he served until 1970. He was elected to the National Assembly (1971–1979) and served as acting chairman of the ruling Democratic Republican Party (1972–1973). He was National Assembly speaker from 1973 to 1978. He also held roles
               in the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Asian Parliamentary Union, as well as in
               the South Korea–Japan Parliamentarians’ Union.
            

            
            With the fall of the Fourth Republic in 1979, Chong’s political fortunes declined,
               but he remained active during the 1980s as a member of the advisory council on state
               affairs to President Chun Doo-hwan.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHONG PYON-KUK (1958–)

         
         	
            Chong Pyon-kuk (he prefers to Romanize his name as Choung Byoung-gug) is a former
               student activist turned politician, who currently (2019) heads the Bareunmirae Party. He comes from Kyonggi Province and enrolled in the sociology department at
               Sungkyunkwan University in 1978, where he became active in the student movement opposing President Park Chung-hee. Wanted by the police, he went on the run. When Park was assassinated in October 1979, Chong returned to Seoul and again becoming involved in the student movement. Following Chun Doo-hwan’s coup in 1979, Chong once more came to the attention of the authorities. He was
               detained in May 1980 by the military group Hanahwoe and given the choice of prison or military service. Choosing the latter, he joined
               the Marine Corps. After he was discharged in 1984, he returned to university and resumed his activism.
               This led to another arrest in June 1987 and a sentence of 18 months. However, following
               the June 29th Democratization Declaration, he was released almost immediately.
            

            
              From then on, he was involved with mainstream political activities. He was director
               of public affairs for Kim Young-sam in the December 1987 presidential election. Kim failed to get elected, but Chong became
               his secretary in the Reunification Democratic Party from 1988 to 1990 and was then secretary to the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) from 1990 to 1992. When Kim Young-sam won the 1992 presidential election, Chong
               became a staff officer in the presidential office in the Blue House. He remained in the Blue House until the end of Kim’s presidency in 1998. That same
               year, he graduated from the school of public administration at Yonsei University.
            

            
            Two years later, he was elected to the National Assembly for the Grand National Party (GNP), formed by a merger between the DLP and a smaller party. He has remained a
               National Assembly member since then, serving as director of public affairs for the
               GNP 2007–2010, then as the party secretary-general for a short period. He also received
               a PhD in political science from Sungkyukwan University in 2004. In January 2011, President
               Lee Myung-bak appointed him minister of culture, sports, and tourism. This proved to be another
               short-lived appointment, with a replacement minister appointed in the fall. Chong
               continued to serve as a backbench representative in the Saenuri Party, as the GNP became in December 2011. Although the party suffered badly in the March
               2016 assembly elections, Chong held his seat. His attempt to become party leader in
               June 2016 failed, and as scandals surrounded President Park Geun-hye in 2016, eventually leading to her impeachment, Chong was one of the Saenuri Party members
               who left and eventually formed the Bareun Party in January 2017. Chong was its leader. When, following a merger with the People’s
               Party the following year, the Bareun Party became the Bareunmirae Party, Chong continued
               as leader. He has also served as chair of several committees in the National Assembly.
            

            
            See also KIM MOON-SOO (1951–); LEE SOK-KI (1962–).
            

            
         

         
         	CHONG SUNG-HWA (1926–2002)

         
         	
            South Korean military officer who became the 22nd army chief of staff in February
               1979. Chong Sung-hwa was army chief of staff in October 1979 when Kim Jae-gyu, then head of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service), assassinated President Park Chung-hee. Although not present at the actual shooting, he was in another building nearby.
               Moving quickly to maintain order, acting president Choe Kyu-ha appointed Chong martial law commander. However, when General Chun Doo-hwan staged the December 1979 coup, Chong was arrested and charged with complicity in Park’s murder. He was sentenced
               to 10 years’ imprisonment in 1980 but was released the following year. His military
               titles were not restored, and he was not granted a pension.
            

            
            In 1993, Chong brought a charge of mutiny against Chun and his accomplice and successor
               as president, Roh Tae-woo. The court agreed that their actions in 1979 had been mutiny but declined to take
               the issue further. Chong’s action prompted a wave of popular protests that led to
               the arrest and eventual conviction of both former presidents in 1996. In 1997, the
               Seoul district court reviewed Chong’s case and decided that he had been wrongly convicted.
               His military rank and pension were restored. His autobiography appeared posthumously
               in 2002.
            

            
         

         
         	CHONG WON-SHIK (1928–)

         
         	
            After studying at Seoul National University (SNU), Chong Won-shik went to the United States, where he attended George Peabody College, part of Vanderbilt University in Tennessee.
               There he took an MA and a PhD in psychology. Upon returning to Korea, he worked in
               educational research and briefly in the ministry of education before joining SNU as professor
               and later dean of the College of Education. From 1984 to 1988, he served on the Presidential
               Commission for Educational Reform and in various other inquiries concerned with education-related
               matters. As minister of education under President Roh Tae-woo from 1988 to 1990, he acquired a reputation as a tough operator, especially when he
               fired 1,500 teachers in 1990 for joining an illegal trade union. He continued a tough
               line as prime minister from May 1991 to October 1992. He was head of the Sejong Institute
               (formerly the Ilhae Foundation) from 1993 to 1997 and then held various honorary educational positions.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL TEACHERS’ UNION.
            

            
         

         
         	CHONGJU

         
         	
            Capital of North Chungchong Province, which for a brief period in the 1980s and the
               1990s was the planned site of Seoul’s new international airport. The city was the scene of a major battle during the
               Japanese invasion of 1592–1597 but only began to develop as a modern city with the coming of
               the railroad in 1926. It has numerous colleges and universities, and there are many historical and tourist sites nearby. Its population in 2012 was 671,000.
            

            
            In 1976, the South Korean national defense forces established an air base, and the Korean Air Force Academy moved there in 1985. As part of a planned move of important installations away from
               Seoul because of that city’s predominance and closeness to the Demilitarized Zone, a new international airport to replace Kimpo Airport was planned at Chongju. Work began in 1984, and the airport was completed in 1997.
               From the beginning, however, there were doubts about the proposal, especially since
               the city was 112 km (69 miles) from Seoul, and by the 1990s, the port city of Inchon had become the favored site for Seoul’s new airport. Chongju International Airport
               still functions, sharing some of its facilities with the air force, but it handles
               only about a million passengers a year, and its international flights are limited
               to Taiwan, Thailand, and China. In addition, it has a branch of the National Museum and a Museum of Early Printing.
            

            
            See also JIKJI ISSUE; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	CHONMINYON

         
         	
            See NATIONAL COALITION FOR A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	CHONGMYO ROYAL ANCESTRAL SHRINE

         
         	
            Situated in central Seoul, capital of South Korea, the Chongmyo Royal Ancestral Shrine is where the spirit
               tablets of the kings and queens and ancestors of united Korea’s last dynasty, the
               Yi, are kept. The original shrine was begun in 1394, two years after Seoul became
               the capital following the 1392 coup that brought Yi Song-gye (Yi Taejo) to power.
               The buildings have been expanded and much altered over the years. During the Imjin Wars of the 16th century, the Japanese destroyed the whole complex, but it was reconstructed within a few years. Here the
               ancestral rites for deceased monarchs and their consorts were performed on a regular
               basis until the early part of the 20th century. Under the Republic of Korea, the rites
               were revived and are now held annually, an assertion of the continuity of between
               South Korea and the past. The rites are an “intangible cultural property,” and two
               of the buildings in the complex are “National Treasures.” The whole complex has been a UNESCO World Heritage site since 1995. Some Yi family tablets are preserved at Yi Taejo’s ancestral home
               near Hamhung in North Korea.
            

            
            
               Confucian ceremony at the Chongmyo Royal Ancestral Shrine, Seoul.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            See also PULGUKSA.
            

            
         

         
         	CHORWON

         
         	
            Before 1945, Chorwon was a thriving market and industrial town and a major station
               on the railroad from the capital, Seoul, to the east coast port of Wonsan. The division of the peninsula along the 38th parallel in 1945 put it on the North Korean side of the line, and it was much developed as a center for the new regime between
               1945 and 1950. Among other buildings erected was a large block for the ruling North
               Korean Worker’s Party. The area was the scene of fierce fighting as part of what was
               known as the “Iron Triangle” during the 1950–1953 Korean War. The most famous of the many battles in the area was centered on a hill known as
               “White Horse Mountain,” and this title became attached to a South Korean division
               that fought there. This “White Horse Division” was commanded for a time by Park Chung-hee, later president. The division was one of those that Park sent to fight in Vietnam in the 1960s.
            

            
            The 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement left much of Chorwon on the South Korean side of the military demarcation line, the de facto frontier ever since. The North Korean leader, Kim Il Sung, is supposed to have wept at the news of the loss of Chorwon. The area is heavily
               militarized, with major troop formations stationed on either side of the division
               line. Although there are restrictions on civilian access to the region, it has also
               become a tourist attraction, with the former North Korean Worker’s Party building being a major draw.
               The county had a population of just under 50,000 in 2013 but is suffering a steady
               decline. Part of the once united county lies north of the demarcation line and is
               believed to have a larger population.
            

            
            See also KAESONG.
            

            
         

         
         	CHOSUN ILBO (KOREA DAILY)
         

         
         	
            This prominent South Korean newspaper was founded in March 1920 by Sin Sogu (1894–1953),
               after restrictions on Korean newspapers, in place since 1910, were lifted. At first
               it supported the Government-General of Korea, but like the Dong-A Ilbo, it soon became an advocate of Korean independence. It supported the use of the Korean
               alphabet, encouraged the study of Korean culture, and organized art exhibitions. Closed
               down along with other Korean newspapers in 1940, it reappeared in 1945. Since then,
               the Chosun Ilbo has had a reputation for conservatism and took a very skeptical line on President
               Kim Dae-jung’s “sunshine policy” toward North Korea, for which it has come under heavy criticism and threats from the North. It has continued
               to be critical of approaches to the North and has acquired something of a reputation
               for running unsubstantiated stories as facts.
            

            
            See also KIM HAK-JOON (1943–).
            

            
         

         
         	CHRISTIANITY

         
         	
            Both Catholicism and Protestantism have flourished since their introduction to Korea.
               As in other East Asian countries, Roman Catholics are not usually referred to as “Christians”;
               the term is used for Protestants.
            

            
            
               Mid-1980s, Korean members of the Salvation Army attend army conference in London.

                   Courtesy of the Korean Salvation Army

               

            

            Catholicism was first introduced to Korea in the 17th century from China, and it grew in the 18th century despite many difficulties and severe persecution.
               It was called Sohak (“Western Learning”) before 1900. In the anti-Catholic persecution of 1866, some 7,000
               faithful, including several French priests, were executed. Although persecution ended after 1868, Catholics tended to
               remain in hiding, even after the Franco–Korean Treaty of 1886 allowed them to practice
               their religion legally. The Roman Catholic Myongdong Cathedral was built in Seoul in 1892, and Catholicism continued to grow in the 20th century. During the Japanese colonial period, the Catholic Church generally kept a low profile on issues such as
               attending Shinto ceremonies, whereas many Protestants refused to do so. After liberation
               in 1945, as in other missionary countries, control of the church gradually passed
               to Koreans. The modern Korean hierarchy was established in 1962, and Kim Sou-hwan (Stephan Kim), the first Korean cardinal, was appointed in 1969. The second, Archbishop
               Nicholas Chung Jin-suk, was appointed in 2006, and the third, Archbishop Andrew Yum
               Soo-jong, in February 2014. The church has also learned to accommodate local practices,
               allowing ceremonies to honor ancestors, for example, an issue that had been a problem
               in the early years. In May 1984, Pope John Paul II visited Korea and canonized 93
               Korean and 10 French martyrs as he celebrated the bicentennial of the founding of
               the first Catholic church in Korea; this was the first time a canonization ceremony
               was held outside the Vatican. Pope John Paul II made a second visit to South Korea
               in October 1989. Pope Francis visited in August 2014; he has indicated that he might
               make another trip. He has also been invited to visit North Korea, although no dates have been fixed. There are 3 archdioceses and 12 Catholic dioceses
               in South Korea. There is also 1 military diocese. In 1998, there were 3,500,000 Catholics
               and 3,000 priests in South Korea. In 2013, the numbers were 5,443,000 and 4,901, and
               by the end of 2017, it was reported that there were 5,813,770 practicing Catholics
               and 5,360 priests. Catholics make up about 11 percent of the population. Since the
               end of the Korean War, Catholics have been frequently associated with the political opposition, and during
               the 1970s, Myongdong Cathedral was often a central point in antigovernment demonstrations.
               Prominent Catholics include the late president Kim Dae-jung and current president Moon Jae-in (since 2017).
            

            
            Protestantism was introduced to Korea in the late 19th century, first by Scottish missionaries
               working in Northeast China and then by American and other missionaries who arrived
               after the conclusion of the treaty with the United States in 1882 and later treaties with Western nations. The main missionary groups were from
               the United States and included both Methodists and Presbyterians. Later there were
               also Canadian and Australian Presbyterians, but they cooperated to establish one Korean Presbyterian Church. Together
               with a small group of Anglicans (Episcopalians) from Great Britain from 1890, and the Holiness Church from 1907, the Protestant churches worked together
               on Bible translation under the auspices of the British and Foreign Bible Society,
               which became the Korea Bible Society after 1945. The Salvation Army, established in
               Korea in 1908, did much to meet social welfare needs with the provision of orphanages
               and homes for homeless children. It continues to help the needy and is particularly
               prominent around Christmas. The Japanese colonial authorities looked upon it with
               some suspicion, worried by its military ranks and apparent martial displays. Protestantism
               played an important role in modern education and in the establishment of a modern health system. Many of the leading private universities owe their origins to Protestant activists. Such activities meant that many Koreans
               identified Protestantism with modernization. Since liberation, members of Protestant
               churches have become political and social leaders of South Korea as the membership
               of Protestant churches has increased rapidly. This has led to some criticism from
               other religious groups. Under President Lee Myung-bak, non-Christian organizations complained that too many Protestants were being appointed
               to ministerial positions.
            

            
            The early missionaries were usually of a conservative nature in their social habits,
               and this was reflected in the attitudes of Korean Protestants until the late 1960s.
               Even today, many Protestants will not smoke or drink alcohol. At the same time, the
               missionaries were often fiercely critical of the Japanese, and some of them were active
               in events such as the Samil Undong (March First Movement). Many took a more vigorous attitude toward the Shinto rites issue than did their
               Catholic counterparts. The compromises and accommodations forced on Christian believers
               in the Japanese period had repercussions after 1945, with splits developing within
               previously united groups; these have often persisted to the present. Following the
               division of the peninsula after 1945 and an influx of Christians from the North, Korean
               Protestantism took on a very conservative and strongly anticommunist edge. This too
               has persisted, although it has become somewhat less strong since the late 1990s. A
               recent development has been the growth of a Korean Protestant missionary movement.
               The first 24 Korean Protestant missionaries went abroad in 1974. The current figure
               (2018) is about 27,500. The missionary movement has not been without problems. Overzealous
               and ill-prepared missionaries have gotten into trouble, especially in Afghanistan and Iraq.
            

            
            As of 2000, there were over 10 million Protestant church members in 168 denominations,
               forming a clear majority of Korean Christians. There has been a decrease since then,
               so that ca. 2013, there were said to be 8,760,000 Protestant Christians. The number
               is now (2019) thought to be back up to about 10 million. All such figures have to
               be treated with caution, however. The figures sometimes include syncretic churches,
               including the Unification Church and other new denominations that clearly draw some of their inspiration from the Christian
               tradition but are not necessarily accepted by more orthodox groups. Another complication
               is that many Koreans seem to have no difficulty claiming to belong to more than one
               religion.
            

            
            Adherents of smaller groups such as the Quakers (Society of Friends) and Jehovah’s
               Witnesses exist but are little understood, especially for their refusal to accept
               military conscription. Quakers in Korea date from the Korean War and the operations of international Quaker relief organizations during and after
               the conflict. A number of them have suffered because of their opposition to the authoritarian
               governments that ruled the country from 1948 until the mid-1990s. The first Jehovah’s
               Witness missionaries arrived during the post–World War II period. From the Korean
               War onward, their refusal to undergo military service led to 19,000 being jailed between
               1953 and 2019. However, in November 2018, the Supreme Court ruled that the government
               should offer an alternative to military service, and the last prisoners were released
               in 2019.
            

            
            See also BUDDHISM; CHONDOGYO (TEACHING OF THE HEAVENLY WAY); CONFUCIANISM; HAM SOK-HON (1901–1989); MOON IK-HWAN (1918–1994); MOON TONG-HWAN (1921–2009); RO KI-MAN (1902–1984); SHAMANISM.
            

            
         

         
         	CHUN DOO-HWAN (1931–)

         
         	
            Born in a small village in South Kyongsang Province, Chun enrolled at the Taegu Technical Middle School in 1950, but in 1951 he transferred to the Korean Military Academy (KMA), graduating in 1955. He then served in various posts in the army. As an army
               captain, he was a fervent supporter of General Park Chung-hee’s coup, the military revolution of 16 May 1961, and benefited from this support. After serving as a member of the Civil Affairs
               Section of the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction in 1961 and as personnel section chief of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA;
               now the National Intelligence Service) from 1963 to 1967, Chun became battalion commander of the Capital Garrison Command in 1967.
            

            
            
               British Ambassador Nicholas Spreckley presents credentials to President Chun Doo-hwan,
                     May 1983. Author on the far left.
                  

                   Courtesy of the Presidential Press Office

               

            

            During these years, he organized the Hanahwoe secret military association of colleagues from the KMA, who would later support his
               bid for power in 1979. Between 1969 and 1970, he served as senior aide to the army
               chief of staff. In 1970, he went to Vietnam as commander of the 29th Regiment. Returning home in 1971, Chun became commander of
               the First Paratrooper Special Force. After serving as assistant deputy chief of the
               Blue House security force from January 1973, he rose to the rank of major general in February
               1978, commanding the 1st Army Division. Early in 1979, he became commander of the
               Defense Security Command (DSC).
            

            
            Following the assassination of President Park Chung-hee in October 1979, Chun, as
               head of the DSC, was charged with investigating what had happened. While doing this,
               he and a number of his fellow officers, including Roh Tae-woo, began plotting to seize power from the weak civilian government that had succeeded
               Park. On 12 December 1979, Chun and his fellow officers carried out the December 1979 coup, arresting Chong Sung-hwa, the army chief of staff and martial law commander, and other officers on charges
               of treason connected with Park’s assassination. In 1980, Chun became acting director
               of the KCIA and chairman of the Standing Committee of the Special Committee for National Security Measures. After President Choe Kyu-ha resigned in August 1980, the National Conference for Unification elected Chun as president. In February 1981, he was reelected president of the Fifth
               Republic by the newly created electoral college. When the Democratic Justice Party was formed by his supporters, many of whom were members of the “Class of 1955,” he
               became its president, a post he held until June 1987.
            

            
            During his presidency, Chun made much of the fact that, under the terms of the eighth
               constitutional amendment, he was limited to a single term in office. Although there were occasional rumors
               that he would try to extend his period to include the 1988 Olympic Games, in the event, he made no attempt to do so. His presidency began with a purge of
               most political figures from Park Chung-hee’s day and a wide-ranging “massacre of the mass media.” Many journalists lost their jobs, and forced amalgamations reduced the number of newspapers
               and TV stations. The veteran opposition leaders Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-jung were particularly singled out for attack.
            

            
            Chun spent much time traveling and taking part in summit meetings with other heads
               of state. In 1983, he negotiated a major aid and loan agreement with Japan, arguing that Japan should reimburse South Korea for the latter’s role in the front
               line against communism. He made a number of attempts to open a dialogue with North Korea, without much success. He was the presumed target of the 1983 Rangoon bomb attack, carried out by North Korean agents. Despite this attack, in which he lost many of
               his most capable advisers, Chun accepted a 1984 offer from North Korea of materials
               for flood relief. This rare gesture came to nothing, however.
            

            
            In the latter part of Chun’s period in office, there was some relaxation of the tight
               controls of the early years. Kim Young-sam was freed from house arrest in 1984, and
               Kim Dae-jung returned from the United States the following year, though initially he was subject to strict controls. Faced with
               strong opposition demands for political reform, Chun agreed in April 1986 to a debate
               on constitutional revision. This failed to produce results by April 1987, and Chun
               announced the suspension of debate, arguing that the existing constitutional arrangements,
               which provided for the indirect election of the president, would apply to the 1987
               presidential election. He also indicated that his preferred successor was Roh Tae-woo.
               These attempts to control the outcome of the election sparked a series of protests,
               which eventually included not just the student movement but also many middle-class voters. The protests, and the worldwide attention that
               they attracted, seemed to threaten the Olympic Games. At this point, Roh intervened,
               saying that he would not stand as president unless Chun accepted a package of political
               reforms, including direct election of the president. Chun did so, and the crisis passed.
            

            
            His term of office expired on 25 February 1988, but he got little credit for the peaceful
               transfer of power. A wave of criticism of Chun and of his family for alleged corruption
               led him to make a nationwide television appearance in which he admitted many wrongdoings
               during his administration. He and his wife, Lee Soon-ja, then retired to a Buddhist temple in a remote mountain region, staying there until December 1991.
            

            
            But the issue of how he had come to power in the first instance would not go away.
               Following the 1992 election of President Kim Young-sam, there were renewed calls for
               an investigation of the events of December 1979 and the suppression of the 1980 Kwangju uprising. In December 1993, former general Chong Sung-hwa brought a case of mutiny in the
               courts against both Chun and Roh. The courts accepted that there had been a mutiny
               in 1979 but declined to take the matter further. Pressure continued, however, and
               in December 1995, Chun and Roh were arrested and charged with bribery and corruption.
               Soon charges of treason and mutiny were added, and in 1996 both were convicted. Chun
               was sentenced to death and ordered to pay a heavy fine. On appeal, his sentence was
               reduced to life imprisonment. After the 1997 presidential election, President Kim
               Young-sam, with the agreement of president-elect Kim Dae-jung, released both men,
               though the fines still stood.
            

            
            Chun kept a relatively low profile after that. He refused to answer charges against
               him relating to Kwangju, although he has always denied that he did anything wrong.
               He and his family also fought a long rearguard action to avoid having their various
               properties seized to pay the outstanding fines. Eventually, some houses held in Chun’s
               name were seized and sold in 2018. At the end of 2018, the Seoul city government seized some of Chun’s possessions, including artworks. These were
               sold to meet unpaid taxes. Most of the family’s most valuable assets, including other
               houses, are registered in the name of Lee Soon-ja, Chun’s wife.
            

            
            Both Chun and Lee published memoirs in 2017, justifying the 1979 coup and the 1980
               Kwangju massacre. Lee claimed that Chun was the “father of [Korean] democracy” for
               sticking to his own rule of only one term for president. This assertion caused widespread
               condemnation, except in conservative sections. Chun caused even greater outrage. In
               his three-volume work, he not only repeated claims that the killings at Kwangju were
               carried out by 600 North Korean commandos aiding a communist uprising, but attacked
               Father Pius Cho, a deceased Roman Catholic priest from Kwangju, who had given testimony
               against Chun about events at Kwangju. Chun referred to him as a “masked Satan” and
               a “shameless liar unworthy of the ecclesiastical title.” A case was brought against
               him in Kwangju for defamation, but Chun’s lawyers claimed he had Alzheimer’s disease
               and could not attend the court. It was also argued that he could not get a fair trial
               in Kwangju. He was summoned again in January 2019. Again, he did not attend, claiming
               he had influenza. He was eventually subpoenaed in March 2019, warned that he would
               be forcibly brought to court if necessary. He attended but refused to testify. A further
               hearing was ordered for April 2019, and the case continues.
            

            
            See also CHIN IEE-CHONG (1921–1995); KIM JAE-IK (1938–1983); KIM SANG-HYOP (1920–1995); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); NAM DUCK-WOO (1924–2013); PARK SEH-JIK (1933–2008); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; SEVEN-POINT CONDITIONS FOR DEMOCRATIZATION; WALKER, RICHARD L. (1922–2003); YI POM-SUK (1) (1900–1972).
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG DONG-YOUNG (1952–)

         
         	
            Chung, a journalist turned politician, is currently (2019) chair of the Party for Democracy and Peace, one of the several parties that developed out of the Uri Party. He was the main opposition candidate in the 2007 presidential election, when he
               lost heavily to the conservative Lee Myung-bak. Chung was born in North Cholla Province and took a BA in history at Seoul National
               University, followed later by an MA in journalism at the University of Wales in Great Britain. After obtaining his first degree, Chung became a broadcasting journalist and later an anchorman with the Munhwa Broadcasting Corporation. He left
               journalism in 1996 and entered the National Assembly as a member of Kim Dae-jung’s National Congress for New Politics (NCNP), soon being appointed its official spokesman. When the NCNP became the Millennium Democratic Party (and later the Uri Party), he continued in the same role. Under President Roh Moo-hyun, Chung was minister of unification from April 2004 to December 2005. He was a strong
               supporter of the “sunshine policy” and is credited with pushing hard to make a success of the Kaesong Industrial Zone, which began just before he became minister.
            

            
            After his failure to win the 2007 election, he remained in the National Assembly as
               a member of the Democratic Party (yet another change of name had taken place) but walked out when he failed to be nominated
               for a seat in the 2009 National Assembly elections. He stood and was elected as an
               independent, but he rejoined the party after a few months. He later fell out with
               Moon Jae-in and became the chair of the Party for Democracy and Peace, founded in February 2018.
               He is widely regarded as an expert on North Korea.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG EUI-YONG (1946–)

         
         	
            Chung Eui-yong was one of a number of early appointments by President Moon Jae-in. Very soon after taking office in May 2017, Chung, a career diplomat turned politician,
               who had been foreign policy adviser to Moon’s election team, became director of the
               National Security Office, a senior member of the presidential secretariat. Chung,
               a graduate in diplomacy from Seoul National University, joined the ministry of foreign affairs in 1971. He served in various posts, including
               in Washington, D.C., and Brussels, before becoming ambassador to Israel between 1997
               and 1998. He then became deputy minister for trade in President Kim Dae-jung’s administration, until he was appointed ambassador to the United Nations and international
               organizations in Geneva from 2001 to 2004. He then left the MFA to become a member
               of the National Assembly as a proportional representational member of the Uri Party, the predecessor of the current ruling Democratic Party. 
            

            
             Chung only served in the National Assembly for three years. He continued his involvement
               with politics in a new role, becoming secretary-general of the International Conference
               of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) in 2007. The ICAPP, founded in Manila in 2000,
               had quickly become a useful center for developing contacts across a wide spectrum
               of Asia. Chung did not miss out on the South Korean political scene, because from
               2009, Seoul became the ICAPP secretariat’s permanent base. He remained secretary-general until
               called to the Blue House in 2017.
            

            
             In his role as the president’s closest adviser, Chung played an important part in
               the development of policy toward North Korea. This became very evident after the 2018 Winter Olympics and the expressed willingness of the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, to meet with
               President Moon. Chung led a delegation to Pyongyang in March 2018, to take forward
               the idea of a summit. The delegation was not only able to do that but was also asked
               to convey an invitation from Kim to U.S. president Donald Trump proposing a summit meeting. Chung and his colleagues traveled back via Washington,
               D.C., to brief U.S. officials and the president. Trump was so pleased at the invitation
               that, apparently without consulting his own advisers, he suggested that Chung announce
               the invitation there and then to the White House press corps. For a brief moment on
               8 March 2018, Chung was very much in the limelight. He continues to play a major role
               in North–South contacts, even if somewhat less publicly. 
            

            
            See also IM JONG-SUK (1966–); SUH HOON (1954–).
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG FAMILY

         
         	
            If any one group of people can be said to personify Western music in South Korea since the 1970s, it is the Chung family, three of whose members have
               become international stars: the cellist Chung Myong-wha (1944–); the violinist Chung
               Kyung-wha (1948–); and their younger brother, the pianist and conductor Chung Myung-whun
               (1953–). Another sister, the flautist Chung Mung-so (1941–2011), was for a time music
               minister at the world’s largest church, the Yoido Presbyterian Church in Seoul.
            

            
            All of the first three debuted as children, playing with the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra.
               Later, they went to the United States and attended the Julliard School of Music in New York. For some years, they played
               together as the Chung Trio, but all had successful careers as soloists, winning Korean
               and international prizes. Many of their recordings are available. Myung-whun’s second
               career as a conductor has been as successful as his earlier one as a performer. In
               2012, he became the first-ever principal guest conductor at the Dresden Staatskapelle
               in Germany.
            

            
            See also AN IK-TAE (1905–1965); KOREAN WAVE (HALLYU); YUN I-SANG (1917–1995).
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG GU-YON (1945–2011)

         
         	
            Born in North Chungchong Province, Chung Gu-yon graduated from the applied arts department
               at Seoul National University and then took a master’s degree in ceramics. He received a scholarship from the French government to study interior design, shifted to architecture at the École d’Árchitecture de Paris La Villette, then studied urban planning at
               the Université de Paris VIII. He ran his own office in Paris before returning to South
               Korea in 1985, where he opened Guyon Architects. He also lectured on architecture
               at Hanyang University in Seoul. He wanted architecture for all, rather than just for
               the rich, and became the first president of the People’s Architecture Association
               in 1992. He was architect for a series of library buildings built throughout the country that won him a series of awards. He was also
               the adviser on high-profile projects such as the monument to honor democracy fighters,
               Seoul City Hall Square, and the National Museum of Korea. Under President Roh Moo-hyun in the mid-2000s, he was regularly consulted on how to improve architecture and urban
               planning. This led Roh to ask him to design a house in his hometown, to which Roh
               retired on leaving office. Throughout these years, Chung continued to teach architecture
               at a number of universities. He was still working at the time of his death. In September
               2013, the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art held an exhibition on his life and work.
            

            
            See also KIM CHUNG-UP (1922–1988); KIM JONG-SUNG (1935–); KIM SU-GUN (1931–1986); LEE HEE-TAI (1921–1981).
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG, HENRY (1890–1985)

         
         	
            Henry Chung was a writer and a political activist in the Korean independence movement.
               He was born Chung Hang-yong in what is now North Korea. His father was a wealthy merchant, and Hang-yong received a traditional Confucian education. However, one of his teachers, Pak Chang-hyon, had studied in the United States and persuaded Chung to pursue a Western education. Chung went to the United States
               around 1904 under the auspices of the Southern Methodist Episcopal Church. He worked
               as a houseboy and took “Henry” as his first name.
            

            
            In 1906, Pak Chang-hyon arrived in the United States and introduced Chung to Kearney,
               Nebraska, where there was already a group of Koreans, attracted by a military academy
               and the high school’s cadet corps as well as the opportunity to study English. Chung
               graduated from the high school in 1913. He was also active in helping Pak Chang-hyon’s
               nephew, Pak Yong-man (1881–1928), establish a military summer school for Koreans in
               1909. Pak was also on good terms with Dr. Rhee Syngman, whom he had met when both were imprisoned in Korea in 1895. By 1910, Rhee, who obtained
               his PhD from Princeton that year, was regarded as the senior Korean among the exiles
               in the United States. Rhee and Henry Chung probably first met at this time.
            

            
            In 1912, Pak moved to Hawaii to raise funds for a Korean school of which Rhee would
               be principal. Pak was also in contact with An Chang-ho, who already had a reputation as a campaigner for Korean independence. Henry Chung
               became active in An’s Korean National Association, and he also founded the All-Korean
               Association of Hawaii. Rhee came to Hawaii expecting to be treated as leader of the
               exiles, but he found himself at odds with An and his associates. Pak, in particular,
               advocated a physical force solution to Korea’s problems, which Rhee rejected. The
               two groups fell out, with much bitterness.
            

            
            Henry Chung obtained a teacher’s certificate from Kearney Normal School in 1915 and
               enrolled at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, earning his BA in 1917 and an MA in sociology and philosophy
               in 1918. He then received scholarships from Northwestern University and American University
               in Washington, D.C. These allowed him to write his first book, published in 1919,
               on Korea’s treaties. It argued that Korea had been a fully independent state, wrongfully
               deprived of independence in 1910. His second book, which appeared the same year, was
               critical of U.S. policies in Asia, especially the U.S. failure to realize the dangers
               of Japan.
            

            
            By the time the two books appeared, Chung was also involved in politics. Chung considered
               Rhee the natural leader of the Koreans in exile. In December 1918, the Korean National
               Association chose Chung for two roles. One was as a delegate to the League of Small
               and Subject Nationalities, a somewhat controversial body that had emerged during World
               War I to represent countries and groups claiming independence, and the other was as
               a delegate to the Paris Peace Conference together with Rhee. President Woodrow Wilson’s
               endorsement of the rights of subject peoples boosted Korean hopes, but the United
               States refused them exit permits, and they were unable to go to Paris. Rhee and Chung
               therefore drafted a petition that sought to have Korea placed under a League of Nations
               mandate and sent it to the president on 3 March 1919.
            

            
            By then, Korea was in turmoil. As news of the Samil Undong (March First Movement) filtered out, Rhee, Chung, and Philip Jaesohn organized a “Korean Congress” at Philadelphia in April 1919. Some 150 delegates attended.
               Rhee read a Declaration of Korean Independence, with little discernible effect. For
               the remainder of 1919 and 1920, Chung continued to be active in exile politics. The
               Korean Provisional Government was proclaimed in Seoul on 23 April 1919 but could only function outside the country.
               In September 1919, Rhee was elected provisional president of this “government,” by
               now functioning in Shanghai in China. A year later, Rhee appointed Chung secretary of the “Korean Commission to America
               and Europe,” a body designed to carry out the Provisional Government’s diplomatic
               activities. In this role, Chung, Rhee, and Philip Jaesohn were nominated in September
               1921 as the Korean delegates to the Washington Disarmament Conference, an appointment
               that produced no result as far as the Koreans were concerned.
            

            
            While working with Rhee, Chung continued to write, publishing various journal articles,
               and he used his scholarships to work on a thesis for American University. In 1921,
               he became the second Korean after Rhee to receive a PhD. He quickly turned his thesis
               into The Case of Korea. Like The Oriental Policy of the United States, it was not a dispassionate scholar’s account but a fierce polemic, parading the
               flaws in Japan’s claims about its rule in Korea. Although the Japanese argued that
               their rule in Korea was for the benefit of Koreans, the reality was that “reforms”
               were designed to benefit Japan and not Koreans, and the latter paid for them through
               increased taxation. Chung argued that the Korean Provisional Government under Rhee
               was “de facto and de jure” the rightful government of Korea. The 1919 uprising was
               not the work of outside agitators but of ordinary Koreans, and the Korean cause would
               prevail.
            

            
            By the time The Case for Korea appeared, the disputes among Korean exiles had become very bitter. The decision to
               petition President Wilson in 1919 led to much criticism of Rhee and Chung, which continued
               into the 1920s. All three of the delegates retired, at least temporarily. Rhee went
               to Hawaii, and Jaesohn returned to medicine. Henry Chung abandoned his academic work;
               changed his name in October 1923 to Henry Chung DeYoung, which he would use for the
               rest of his life; and went to work as a salesman for La Choy Food Products. In 1933,
               he moved to Colorado Springs with his second wife, Zona.
            

            
            World War II rekindled his interest in Korean matters. In 1943, he collaborated with
               Robert Oliver on a short article in Asia magazine, and the following year he contributed a critique of the December 1943 Cairo Agreement to the same journal. He resumed direct political activity, representing the Korean
               Provisional Government at an Institute of Pacific Relations Conference in August 1944,
               and was chief secretary of the Korean Diplomatic Mission to the United States. He
               was named as one of the Korean delegation to the April 1945 San Francisco Conference
               that established the United Nations. Following the agreement between the United States and Russia in 1945 on the division of Korea, he devoted much energy to writing another polemic,
               The Russians Came to Korea.
            

            
            In February 1948, he returned to Korea for the first time in 44 years, as a civilian
               employee of the United States Army Military Government in Korea. He helped supervise the 1948 general election, which paved the way for the founding
               of the Republic of Korea in August 1948. He also assisted Rhee in drafting the new
               republic’s first constitution. In December 1948, Rhee, who had a low opinion of Chung’s written Korean, appointed
               him head of the diplomatic mission to General Douglas MacArthur’s headquarters in Tokyo. But Chung resigned almost immediately and returned to the
               United States in March 1949; he had retained his American citizenship. He did not
               lose interest in Korea. During the Korean War, which convinced him that the arguments about Russian policies in his 1947 book were
               correct, he wrote a series of letters to American newspapers fiercely arguing the
               South Korean case. After the war, he made one visit to Korea in 1956 and began work
               on a study of U.S. policies in Korea since the 1943 Cairo Agreement. Picking up on
               themes that he had regularly returned to since his first book, he produced an unrelenting
               indictment of U.S. policy, especially what he saw as the failure to support Rhee.
               While Chung was working on this manuscript, Rhee was ousted and replaced by Park Chung-hee. The last section of the book was a condemnation of the new regime. Although the
               manuscript was more or less complete by the end of 1963, it remained unpublished when
               Chung died in 1985. It finally appeared in 2000.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; NEW IL-HAN (1895–1971); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG JU-YUNG (1915–2001)

         
         	
            Chung was South Korea’s leading businessman from the 1950s until his death in 2001.
               Originally from North Korea, in 1946 he started a company called Hyundai Auto Services that would eventually become the basis of South Korea’s biggest conglomerate.
               He worked closely with family members and apparently found the tough approach to labor
               and other issues favored by President Park Chung-hee to his liking. In the 1960s and 1970s, Hyundai worked closely with Park’s government
               to bring about the economic transformation of South Korea. In the process, Hyundai became the biggest of the chaebol, leading in fields such as construction, shipbuilding, and automobiles.
            

            
            In the late 1980s, Chung decided to enter politics, as Hyundai found itself less in
               favor with the government. In 1992, he formed his own party, the Unification National Party, but failed to achieve his goal of becoming president. The government turned against
               him, with President Kim Young-sam launching a series of tax audits and other probes. Chung was prosecuted for using
               Hyundai funds in his presidential campaign and received a three-year prison sentence,
               suspended because he was already 80. These moves drove him out of politics but also
               set in motion the eventual breakup of Hyundai.
            

            
            Before that took place, however, Chung had begun to open links to North Korea. In
               1998, he was allowed to go to the North, taking 501 head of cattle with him—when he
               left home in the late 1930s, he had taken the family cow to pay his way. He was now
               returning it, with interest. He repeated this gesture later in the year. From this
               action, which reflected the intentions of President Kim Dae-jung’s “sunshine policy,” would eventually emerge Hyundai Asan (Asan was Chung’s home village), which developed
               tourist links with the North. It also transmitted funds that helped to pave the way
               for the June 2000 North–South Summit.
            

            
            Chung died in March 2001, and his death prompted the breakup of the Hyundai conglomerate,
               which had suffered during the Asian financial crisis of 1997. Revelations about payments and undercover transactions seem to have prompted
               his eldest son, Chung Mong-hun, head of Hyundai Asan, to commit suicide in August
               2003. His second son, Chung Mong-koo, took over the running of Hyundai Motors in 1999. His sixth, and reportedly favorite
               son, Chung Mong-joon, followed him into politics.
            

            
            See also CHUNG SE-YUNG (1928–2001); MOUNT KUMGANG TOURS; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG MONG-JOON (1951–)

         
         	
            Sixth and youngest son of Chung Ju-yung, the founder of the Hyundai Group, he was born in Pusan. He studied at Seoul National University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Johns Hopkins University in the United States. He then joined Hyundai Heavy Industries, the shipbuilding arm of the Hyundai Group,
               becoming managing director in 1980 at the age of 29. From 1987 onward, however, his
               main interest became politics. He was elected as an independent for the Ulsan constituency—much of Hyundai’s industrial empire was situated in and around the town—to
               the National Assembly in 1988 and continued to hold the seat for several years. Soon after his election,
               he joined the then ruling Democratic Liberal Party. For a brief period in 1992, he was a member of his father’s Unification National Party, but he reverted to being an independent member when that party came under attack.
               Following his success in organizing the football World Cup 2002 Competition (see below), he established his own party, the National Alliance 21, as a vehicle for his candidacy for the presidency. He then decided to support Roh Moo-hyun of the opposition Millennium Democratic Party but withdrew his support just before the election. When Roh won, Chung suffered a
               major political setback. He was effectively out of politics all during Roh’s presidency
               but rejoined the ruling party (by then called the Grand National Party [GNP], later the Saenuri Party, and now the Liberty Korea Party). He reentered the National Assembly in 2008 for a Seoul constituency on a GNP ticket.
               For a brief period, he served as party chair. In May 2014, the Saenuri Party chose
               him as its candidate for the June 2014 elections for the mayor of Seoul, but he failed
               to dislodge the incumbent, Park Won-soon.
            

            
            Chung had been a moderately successful athlete as a young man, and sports have remained
               his other abiding interest. He served as vice chair of the organizing committee for
               the joint South Korea–Japan Fédération International de Football Association (FIFA) World Cup 2002 Competition
               and later as cochair. He then served as a vice president of FIFA until 2011. He has
               also served in a variety of capacities in Hyundai-associated enterprises such as the
               University of Ulsan and the Asan Foundation. He is no stranger to controversy. In
               April 2013, he gave an address at the Carnegie Policy Conference in the United States
               at which he said that South Korea might leave the Non-Proliferation Treaty and develop
               its own nuclear weapons capability since there had been no solution to the problems
               caused by the North Korean nuclear program. In April 2014, he apologized publicly for comments made by one of his sons on Facebook,
               in which those protesting the Sewol incident were described as behaving in an uncivilized manner.
            

            
            See also KIM UN-YONG (1931–2017).
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG MONG-KOO (1938–)

         
         	
            Second son of the Hyundai founder, Chung Ju-yung. He was educated at Hanyang University in Seoul and joined the Hyundai Group upon graduation. In 1999, Chung Ju-yung replaced his
               younger brother, Chung Se-yung, as head of Hyundai Motors, putting Chung Mong-koo in his place. Chung Mong-koo concentrated
               on improving the quality of Hyundai automobiles. This approach succeeded so well that
               by 2006 the company had overtaken the Toyota Company of Japan in sales and was among the top four companies in the world, behind Lexus, Porsche,
               and Cadillac, a position it has maintained.
            

            
            Chung was subject to a legal probe in May 2006 and was indicted for embezzling US$100
               million from Hyundai Motors for political purposes. He was found guilty in February 2007 and sentenced to three years in prison.
               However, the judge decided that his contribution to the economy was too great to be
               curtailed. The prison sentence was commuted to a period of community service and a
               donation to charity of $1 billion. This led to the creation of the Hyundai Motor Chung
               Mong-koo Foundation in 2009. The foundation aims to help educate future leaders, to
               provide support for the underprivileged, and to assist arts and culture.
            

            
            See also ECONOMY.
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG SE-YUNG (1928–2001)

         
         	
            From 1960 until he was ousted by his elder brother Chung Ju-yung in 1999, Chung Se-yung ran the automobile division of the Hyundai Group’s vast business empire. Born in what is now North Korea, he was educated at Korea University in Seoul and did graduate studies in the United States at the University of Miami. Returning to Korea, he became executive director of the
               Hyundai Construction Company in 1960. In 1967, he and his brother founded the Hyundai
               Motor Corporation. It began making Ford Cortinas, which came as knocked-down kits
               from the Ford Motor Company of Great Britain. This was to be the beginning of a close link that would see both brothers be decorated
               by the queen for their services to British relations with South Korea.
            

            
            Hyundai Motors also had close links with Japanese automobile manufacturers, and its Pony car, introduced in 1974 at the Turin Motor
               show, used components from Mitsubishi. But there were strong British and Italian influences
               as well. Overall production of the Pony was in the hands of George Turnbull, formerly
               managing director of the British company, Austin Motors, who hired British designers.
               This was not the first Korean-produced automobile, but it was the first to be mass
               produced and the first to sell in overseas markets. In 1982, it became the first Korean
               automobile to go on sale in Great Britain. Chung Se-yung worked hard to make the car
               a success, developing special models for different markets.
            

            
            While continuing to head Hyundai Motors, Chung Se-yung also chaired the whole group
               from 1987 to 1996 and was then honorary chairman. This was during the years that Chung
               Ju-yung was pursuing his political ambitions, but when he returned to the business, he ousted his brother so that his
               own eldest son, Chung Mong-koo, could take over Hyundai Motor Corporation. Chung Se-yung became the honorary chair
               of Hyundai Development. He was president of the Korea–Great Britain Business Economic
               Council from 1977 to 1995 and of the Korea–United States Economic Council from 1986
               to 1991. Among his other interests, sports were important. He was at one time chair
               of the Korea Volleyball Association and also chair of the Korea Water Ski Association,
               and he was no mean performer in the latter sport.
            

            
            See also ECONOMY.
            

            
         

         
         	CHUNG UN-CHAN (1946–)

         
         	
            Prime minister from 2009 to 2010. Chung was an academic economist who was born in
               Kongju in South Chungchong Province. He earned his first degree at Seoul National University (SNU) and an MA at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, in the United States. He then went on to teach at Columbia University and to complete a PhD in economics
               at Princeton University. After his return to South Korea, he eventually became president
               of SNU, from 2002 to 2006. Over the years, he also held visiting professorships at
               Hawaii, the London School of Economics in Great Britain, and Bocham University in Germany. He resigned as prime minister when the National Assembly rejected the president’s plans for Sejong Special Administrative City.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CINEMA

         
         	
            Koreans were probably introduced to the idea of projecting pictures before an audience
               by foreign missionaries using lantern slideshows as a means of attracting audiences;
               the missionaries also used pictures of Korea to explain their work and to raise funds
               in their own countries. Interestingly, the pioneers in this work were Anglican (Episcopalian)
               missionaries from Great Britain rather than the more numerous groups from the United States. The first-known moving picture show in Korea was presented at the Kyongbok Palace in Seoul in 1899. The first Korean films appeared in the early 1920s. Sound films arrived in
               1928, but the first Korean-made sound film was Chunhyang in 1936; until 1945, however, Japanese films predominated. But it was in these years that Korean filmmakers first learned
               their craft. After 1945, a number of silent films were made, and the first color film
               appeared in 1949.
            

            
            The Korean War disrupted the industry until the mid-1950s. It then revived, with assistance from
               the U.S. film industry. Sound tracks added specially composed Korean music from the early 1960s,
               which also saw the emergence of a star system and Cinemascope in 1968. By then, however,
               the cinema was facing strong competition from both foreign films and increasingly,
               television. Cinema attendance peaked at 173 million in 1969 but declined to about
               a quarter of that number in the mid-1990s. From the earliest days after the military revolution of 16 May 1961, the Park Chung-hee government established tight control over the cinema, which effectively became a propaganda
               tool for successive Korean governments until the late 1980s. The government exercised
               censorship over both domestic and imported films, banning movies such as Gandhi, which it was thought could incite civil disobedience. Restrictions on Japanese films
               continued until Kim Dae-jung became president in 1997.
            

            
            From the late 1990s onward, South Korean films have enjoyed growing international
               success. Popular genres include police dramas and horror stories. Historical dramas
               are particularly popular in other Asian countries and have contributed to the success
               of the Korean wave (hallyu). The industry is represented at all the major film festivals, and South Korean directors
               have won many prizes. Since 1996, there has been a regular film festival in the southern
               port city of Pusan, where a dedicated modern cinema complex has been created. The first festival, in
               September 1996, attracted 169 films from 31 countries and a total audience of 184,071.
               By the time of the 18th festival in October 2013, there were 299 films from 70 countries,
               and the audience numbered 217,865. Of the films shown, 94 were world premieres. The
               23rd festival, in 2018, attracted 324 films from 79 countries, which were seen by
               191,000 people.
            

            
            See also KIM SUNG-OK (1941–); LEE MAN-HEE (1931–1975); LEE SOON-JAE (1935–).
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL DEFENSE CORPS (Minbanguidae)
         

         
         	
            The Civil Defense Corps was established in September 1975 to protect lives and property
               in times of enemy attack or national disasters and to provide support to rescue and
               rehabilitation activities and augment military operations. All male citizens between
               the ages of 17 and 50, except members of constitutionally established government agencies—police, firefighters, military and civilian personnel serving in the national defense forces, members of the Homeland Reserve Forces, and members of the Student National Defense Corps—were obliged to serve in the corps.
            

            
            The government designated the 15th of each month as a civil defense day, with mock
               air-raid drills and other exercises under the direction of the Civil Defense Headquarters. In June
               1988, the government raised the minimum age from 17 to 20, benefiting 300,000 youths
               in that age group; even so, numbers enrolled remained high, reaching 3.5 million in
               1990. From the 1990s onward, civil defense faded somewhat from the scene. Air-raid
               drills became rarer, and while the Civil Defense Corps did not disappear, it attracted
               little attention. This changed in 2010 following the Chonan incident. Some of the earlier practices were revived, and in December 2010, the government
               announced that it would set up an additional force, a Volunteer Civil Defense Corps,
               to be open to men over 40 and to women. At that point, there were said to be 3.9 million
               people enrolled in the regular Civil Defense Corps.
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL DEFENSE FORCE SCANDAL

         
         	
            The Civil Defense Force (Kukmin bangwigun, not to be confused with the Civil Defense Corps) was a paramilitary force organized to augment the regular national defense forces during the Korean War. Able-bodied males between the ages of 18 and 40 who were not in the regular national
               defense forces were obliged to join the force and fight in the war. The scandal, which
               occurred in the early stages of the war, involved the embezzlement of a large amount
               of funds and misappropriation of supplies allocated for the force, resulting in the
               deaths and illness of many young enlistees. The crimes were carried out by General
               Kim Yun-gun, commander of the force and a former bodyguard of President Rhee Syngman, and those around him. National Assembly investigations found the commander and other officers in the force guilty, and they
               were executed in August 1951. The Civil Defense Force was abolished at the end of
               the Korean War.
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL RELIEF IN KOREA

         
         	
            A UN program that began during the Korean War to provide assistance for civilian relief efforts. Under a Security Council resolution
               on 31 July 1950, the United Nations Command determined the requirements for civil relief, and a U.S. military unit known as the
               United Nations Civil Assistance Command (later reorganized as the Korean Civil Assistance
               Command) was delegated to make necessary requests. In practice, it was almost entirely
               a U.S. undertaking, with the United States contributing nearly 95 percent of the total US$457 million made available to the
               program as well as running it. It successfully prevented widespread outbreaks of disease
               and hunger among the large numbers displaced by the fighting.
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL RULE PARTY (Minjongdang)
         

         
         	
            This party emerged in May 1963, with Yun Po-son as its president. It promoted democracy in the face of President Park Chung-hee’s autocratic rule. In May 1965, the party merged with the Democratic Party (formed in August by Pak Sun-chon) to form the Masses Party (Minjungdang). Eventually, in February 1967, the Masses Party and one other party were united,
               forming the New Democratic Party.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL SERVICE

         
         	
            In the Chosun and earlier periods, the civil service was a highly respected occupation,
               reserved for the educated nobility. The myth of the honest man serving the king and
               the people was strongly entrenched. With the beginning of Western influences in the
               1880s, new concepts of the role of the civil service began to take hold in Korea,
               but these developments had not gone very far by the time Japan established total control over the country in 1910.
            

            
            Under the Japanese Government-General of Korea, the civil service was organized on more modern lines, similar to those introduced
               into Japan after the Meiji Restoration in 1868. The result was to create a powerful
               bureaucratic machine that penetrated into all sections of the country. This did involve
               Koreans, but important positions were reserved for Japanese officials, and most Koreans
               were confined to low-ranking positions in the colonial civil service.
            

            
            With the disappearance of the Japanese in 1945, Koreans tried to take over running
               the country immediately, but the establishment of the United States Army Military Government in Korea meant that once again senior positions were held by foreigners. Gradually, however,
               a South Korean civil service began to reemerge. From the start, while the civil service
               was held in high regard as a proper occupation for a well-educated Korean, some of
               the old deference toward government officials from precolonial days had disappeared.
            

            
            After the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, the Law on Public Officials
               of August 1949 classified Korean government officials into two main categories. A
               “special category” included military personnel, members of the National Assembly, cabinet ministers, presidential staff, judges, and senior diplomats, which were
               and still are regarded as noncareer public servants. They are either elected or appointed
               by the president. The “general category,” which constituted the civil service proper,
               included bureaucrats in various branches of the government, who were classified into
               five ranks. All “general category” officials were appointed according to the results
               of a civil service examination that had two categories, the higher and the ordinary.
               Both were open to all who met certain required standards of education. The 1949 law was amended in 1950, 1961, and 1962 but basically remained the same.
            

            
            Following the military revolution of May 1961, many civil servants were purged for corruption. The National Civil Service Act,
               passed in 1963, reaffirmed the principle of a career civil service, which was divided
               into a national and a local service. The act also confirmed the continued existence
               of the special and general categories. Later acts would provide separately for those
               in education and for foreign service officers. Management of the civil service was
               in the hands of the ministry of government administration. There were nine grades.
               Ministers appointed grades one to five, while grades six to nine were presidential
               appointments. The main criteria for promotion were efficiency and merit.
            

            
            A further extensive purge of the civil service took place in 1980–1981, after Chun Doo-hwan became president. As with Park Chung-hee’s 1961 purge, this was widely seen as politically inspired. Under Chun’s successor,
               Roh Tae-woo, a far less politically motivated anticorruption campaign, which operated through
               the regular court system, netted some of Chun’s family and advisers as well as a number
               of regular bureaucrats.
            

            
            In 1998, the government of President Kim Dae-jung amalgamated the ministries of home affairs and government administration, but the
               new ministry continued to be responsible for civil service matters. However, the following
               year the government created a civil service commission, which took over all responsibility
               for recruiting and managing the civil service.
            

            
            The civil service remains a popular career choice. The main motives appear to be the
               continued high regard in which government servants are held by the population at large
               and the guaranteed salary. The Korea Herald reported in April 2018 that when candidates were asked why they were taking the civil
               service examinations, 2.9 percent mentioned serving the country, while 21.3 percent
               cited the salary. That year, 440,000 applied for just over 4,000 posts, up from 222,650
               in 2016. The ministry of personnel management, which conducts a five-year census on
               the civil service, reported in early 2019 that, in the previous year, the total number
               of civil service posts was 1,068,629. The proportion of university graduates was 54.2 percent. Graduates of Seoul National University, Yonsei University,
               and Korea University predominated. The average age was 46 percent, and the average
               time spent in the civil service was 16.2 years. Women have become more prominent.
               In 2018, 46.5 percent were female, an increase of 3.3 percent over 2013. The number
               of older women, and therefore more senior in grade, had gone up slightly, from 15.4
               percent in 2013 to 15.6 percent in 2018. Among the over-50s, the number of women rose
               from 27.5 to 34.1 percent between 2013 and 2018.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CLARK, MARK WAYNE (1896–1984)

         
         	
            Born in New York, Clark saw service in World War I and World War II, which he ended
               as commander of U.S. forces in Italy. In May 1952, Clark became commander in chief of the Far Eastern Command
               and commander in chief of the United Nations forces in Korea, succeeding General Matthew Bunker Ridgway. Clark faced a tough period in the Korean War. Fighting was fierce but made little progress, and there were problems in the prisoner-of-war
               camps, with the prolonged armistice discussions, and with obstruction from South Korean
               president Rhee Syngman.
            

            
            While Clark shared some of Rhee’s views about the conduct of the war, he kept to his
               orders and was prepared to remove Rhee if needed. This proved unnecessary, and Clark
               signed the 27 July 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement, claiming later that he did so with a heavy heart, as the first U.S. military commander
               to end a war short of victory. In retirement, he was noted for his anticommunist views
               and for his belief that the Korean War led to the war in Vietnam.
            

            
         

         
         	CLINTON, WILLIAM JEFFERSON (BILL) (1946–)

         
         	
            William Jefferson Clinton, generally known as Bill Clinton, was the 42nd president
               of the United States, from 1993 to 2001. Relations with North Korea were a difficult issue during his presidency, which in turn caused some problems with
               South Korea. Educated at Georgetown University, the University of Oxford in Great Britain, and Yale Law School, he married a fellow student, Hillary Rodham (1947–). Clinton
               was governor of Arkansas before becoming president. At the beginning of his presidency,
               he was faced with the problem of the North Korean nuclear program. Although the administration considered the possibility of some form of military
               attack to prevent the development of the program, in the end the issue was settled
               for the short term by the 1994 Agreed Framework between North Korea and the United
               States. This froze the existing North Korean nuclear program and led to the establishment
               of the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) to provide North Korea with light water reactors. The Agreed Framework also
               provided for the lifting of some sanctions and a move toward establishing diplomatic relations. South Korean President Kim Young-sam was unhappy with the fact that the United States had negotiated the deal without involving
               the South, although the latter was kept informed.
            

            
            Clinton’s relationship with Kim’s successor, Kim Dae-jung, was better, and the administration backed the “sunshine policy.” Kim Dae-jung was happy to see U.S. moves toward better relations with the North and
               made no objections when Clinton’s secretary of state, Madeleine Albright (1937–),
               visited there in 2000 and when Clinton indicated that he also might go. The latter
               visit did not take place, and Clinton’s successor, President George W. Bush, did not support the sunshine policy. In retirement, Clinton visited North Korea
               in 2009 and secured the release of two detained U.S. journalists.
            

            
            Hillary Rodham Clinton served as a U.S. senator from 2001 to 2009 and then was secretary
               of state from 2009 to 2013, in the first administration of President Barack Obama. Like Obama, she had a frosty relationship with North Korea but a good one with South
               Korean president Lee Myung-bak. She visited South Korea in 2010, visiting the Demilitarized Zone and Panmunjom. During the period of increasing tension between the United States and North Korea
               in 2017, she was regularly critical of President Donald Trump, who had defeated her in the 2016 presidential election. He retaliated by blaming
               the crisis on what he claimed was appeasement of the North during Bill Clinton’s presidency
               and Hillary Clinton’s time as secretary of state.
            

            
         

         
         	CLONING SCANDAL

         
         	
            In 2005, Professor Hwang Woo-suk (1953–) of Seoul National University (SNU), an established veterinarian and biotechnician, was named South Korea’s first-ever
               “Supreme Scientist” by the government of President Roh Moo-hyun. Special stamps were issued in his honor. Hwang was then a highly respected scientist,
               with the world’s first cloned dog, “Snuppy” (“SNU puppy”) to his credit as well as
               an impressive fund-raising record. What really put him in the limelight both at home
               and abroad was the publication of two articles in the internationally respected journal
               Science in 2004 and 2005, in which he described successful stem-cell research that involved
               cloning human embryonic cells.
            

            
            Hwang’s moment of triumph did not last long. Toward the end of 2005, accusations emerged
               from colleagues that he had paid for some of the cell donations and that many of those
               involved had not given informed consent. He was also accused of falsifying data, a
               charge that was confirmed in early 2006 following an SNU investigation. Although at
               first the government and the public rallied to his defense, this support steadily
               ebbed in face of the growing evidence against him. The post office withdrew the stamps
               on which he featured in January 2006, and the government stripped him of the “Supreme
               Scientist” title in March 2006. Although Hwang protested his innocence and claimed
               that any errors in his work were due to other people, he tried to resign his SNU professorship.
               The university declined to accept it but formally dismissed him in 2007. By then he
               had been charged with embezzlement and biotech law violations, for which he received
               a two-year suspended sentence in 2009. Hwang appealed against this, first to the Court
               of Appeals and then to the Supreme Court. In March 2014, the Supreme Court upheld
               his sentence, which had been reduced to an 18-month suspended sentence by the Court
               of Appeals. Despite his disgrace, Hwang has continued to operate his own private research
               institute, the Sooam Bioengineering Research Institute at Yongin near Seoul, concentrating
               on animal cloning. He has also developed links with companies in China.
            

            
            Interest in the case revived briefly in 2017. Hwang’s former colleague and defender,
               Professor Park Ki-young, who had been appointed head of a newly established science
               center, was forced to step down after her appointment came under strong public criticism
               for her role in the cloning scandal.
            

            
         

         
         	COALITION COMMITTEE FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN THE RIGHTISTS AND THE LEFTISTS

         
         	COALITION COMMITTEE FOR COOPERATION

         
         	
            In October 1946, Kim Kyu-shik, representing moderate right-wing nationalists, and Yo Un-hyong, representing moderate leftists, organized this committee as the extreme rightists
               and the hard-line leftists, including the communists, were engaged in bitter controversy
               in connection with the implementation of the Moscow Agreement. The aims of the committee were to promote the strength of the moderates by unifying
               them and to establish “a democratic transitional government” in Korea in accordance
               with the Allies’ Moscow plan. Both Kim and Yo accepted the inevitability of a trusteeship,
               and neither wished to see the establishment of absolute control over the government
               by either conservative rightists or radical leftists. The committee failed to unite
               the two groups.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	COLLABORATION

         
         	
            One of the most difficult issues since the establishment of the Republic of Korea
               in 1948 has been that of those who allegedly were “friends of Japan” (chinilpa) during the colonial period. The difficulty is that unless one left the country,
               and many did, it was nearly impossible to function without at some level cooperating
               with the Japanese authorities. To keep a factory or an institution in existence, it
               was necessary to follow rules laid down by the Japanese and to have contact with Japanese
               officials. The latter held all the main levers of power. Inevitably, as Japan moved
               more and more onto a war footing in the 1930s, the demand that important Koreans support
               the Japanese war effort also increased. Failure to do so meant the loss of influence,
               position, and possibly liberty or life. Some faced with this situation refused to
               cooperate and suffered the consequences. Others worked with the Japanese, arguing
               that there was nothing to indicate that the Japanese Empire was going to go away and
               that by working with the system, they could continue to provide information, occupations,
               and education for their fellow Koreans. Still others may have welcomed the opportunity to advance
               provided by the need for officers for the Japanese military, for example.
            

            
            The collapse of Japan in 1945 in theory made all those who had worked with the colonial
               system vulnerable. But instead of being arraigned for betraying Korea, many of those
               who had been influential under the Japanese found that the incoming United States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK) turned to them for assistance in running the country. USAMGIK saw not collaborators,
               but conservative, experienced bureaucrats and businesspeople, many of whom spoke English
               and had Christian backgrounds. Factory owners, newspaper proprietors, and educators who had functioned
               before 1945 continued as before. All Koreans were now patriots, with previous activities
               explained away as the requirement of the times. More problematic was the employment
               of those who had served in the police and the military under the Japanese. These included people who had actively pursued
               those carrying out anti-Japanese activities in Korea and in Manchuria before and during World War II. The only action taken against those accused of collaboration
               by USAMGIK was to disqualify three of those elected to the Interim Assembly established
               in 1946, including Kim Song-su, businessman and newspaper proprietor. This had little effect on his subsequent career.
            

            
            Although President Rhee Syngman had a reputation for being strongly anti-Japanese, he drew his support from many of
               those who had worked with the colonial authorities, and he had no desire to antagonize
               them. He also may have thought that any form of witch hunt would be dangerous for
               the stability of the country, especially if those in the police and the fledgling
               national defense forces felt that their positions were threatened. When the opposition, ironically including
               Kim Song-su, introduced the Law Concerning Punishment of Those Who Committed Crimes
               against the People (Panminjok haengi chobolbop), commonly known as the Anti-traitor Law, Rhee strongly opposed it. It was nevertheless
               passed by the Constituent Assembly in September 1948. Its purpose was to seek out
               and punish those who were alleged to have collaborated with Japan between 1910 and
               1945. It would remain the only South Korean attempt to deal with the issue of collaboration
               by legal means until the Roh Moo-hyun administration took up the issue in 2004. Under the 1948 law, the Special Investigation
               Committee for Acts against the People was established in October 1948 and began work
               in January 1949. From the start, it faced opposition from Rhee and from those who
               had, for whatever reason, worked with the Japanese Government-General of Korea. In June 1949, the police ransacked its offices, and all members of the investigative
               committee resigned the following month. Although a new, more compliant committee was
               appointed, the Constituent Assembly abolished the law and the committee in August
               1949.
            

            
            The committee investigated 682 cases. Of these, 559 were referred to the prosecutor’s
               office, but only in 221 cases were any charges laid, and only 38 cases went to court.
               Twelve people were given prison sentences, five of them suspended. There was one life
               sentence and one death sentence. The death sentence was not carried out, and by the
               outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, all those concerned had been released. The war raised another, more
               pressing issue over collaboration with the North Korean authorities in areas that they occupied in 1950–1951. For the rest of Rhee’s time
               in office, the issue of Japanese collaboration was put to one side, although gossip
               and allegations about alleged collaborators did not go away.
            

            
            The fall of Rhee in 1960 was soon followed by the military revolution of 16 May 1961, which brought a former Japanese military officer, Major General Park Chung-hee, to power. Many of those who supported Park and many of those he advanced in both
               the military and civilian fields over the following years had a similar background.
               In many areas, including education, health, the bureaucracy, and political circles, people educated under the Japanese were now in middle and senior management
               positions. (It was not unusual in the 1970s and 1980s to hear middle-aged and older
               Koreans speaking Japanese.) It was not surprising, therefore, that the issue of collaboration
               was seldom raised. Anti-Japanese feeling might be strong, but it was not allowed to
               extend to those Koreans who had worked with the Japanese.
            

            
            Members of the radical student movement, which developed in Park’s years and continued to function into the 1990s, felt differently.
               They had not experienced the reality of Japanese rule and had not been educated in
               the Japanese language. From time to time, these groups protested against the honor
               paid to those they regarded as traitors. Thus, in the late 1980s, protesting students
               at Korea University forced Dr. Kim Sang-man, son of Kim Song-su the founder, to abandon a proposed monument to his father on
               the university campus.
            

            
            In the period after 2000, those who had earlier been radical students began to move
               into positions of authority. Known as Generation 386, they had little compunction about raising issues that had earlier been controversial,
               and it helped that most of those accused of collaboration were now dead. To some,
               however, there was still political advantage to be gained by pursuing the issue of
               collaboration. The children of alleged collaborators, such as Park Geun-hye, daughter of Park Chung-hee, were now pursuing their own political careers.
            

            
            The Roh Moo-hyun government introduced the Special Law on the Inspection of Collaborations
               for Japanese Imperialism, which passed the National Assembly in 2004. This gave a rather broad-brush description of collaboration that covered
               the period from 1905 to 1945. Private organizations also began to act, with Park Chung-hee
               a prime target. In 2006, the government established a commission to prepare for the
               confiscation of assets allegedly acquired as a result of collaboration, and a law
               allowing the seizure of such assets was passed in December 2006. In February 2007,
               the government published a list of 40 descendants of alleged collaborators whose assets
               were to be confiscated. A later list increased the number to 1,005. Nothing much had
               happened by the time the conservative Lee Myung-bak was elected president in December 2007, and the issue became dormant as far as the
               government was concerned.
            

            
            This did not stop private organizations from pursuing the subject. In August 2008,
               the Institute for Research in Collaborationist Activities and the related Committee
               for Publication of a Directory of the Biographies of Pro-Japanese Collaborators published
               an encyclopedia that contained 4,766 names. These included many famous names, including
               Park Chung-hee; Kim Song-su; and a host of people from political, cultural, and educational
               circles. There were protests from right-wing groups, but President Lee effectively
               distanced the government from the issue, saying, “We need to view the issue of pro-Japanese
               collaboration in terms of national reconciliation,” a position not much different
               from Rhee Syngman’s in 1950.
            

            
            The issue has not gone away, with arguments in various localities about removing statues
               or memorials to those later accused of collaboration. Opposition politicians occasionally
               raise the subject but usually concentrate on individuals rather than the wider issue.
               The government is not interested, and with Park Geun-hye’s election in 2012, the issue
               of collaboration again faded from the agenda. It may come to the fore again since
               her replacement in 2017 by Moon Jae-in, although he has other matters to preoccupy him.
            

            
            See also AN IK-TAE (1905–1965); CHANG MYON (1899–1966); CHONG IL-GWON (1917–1994); IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); KIM HWAL-LAN (KIM, HELEN) (1899–1970); PAIK, L. GEORGE (1895–1985); PAIK SUN-YUP (1920–); RO KI-MAN (1902–1984); SHIN HYUN-HWAK (1920–2007); SHIN KI-NAM (1952–); TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK); YI KWANG-SU (1892–1950); YU CHI-HWAN (1908–1967).
            

            
         

         
         	COMBINED ECONOMIC BOARD

         
         	
            An agency set up under the Economic Coordination Agreement signed between the South
               Korean and U.S. governments in 1952 “to insure effective support of the military forces . . . to relieve
               the hardships of the people of Korea, and to establish and maintain a stable economy.”
               Its membership included both Koreans and Americans. It was abolished in 1960.
            

            
         

         
         	COMBINED FORCES COMMAND (CCF)

         
         	
            See  UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA COMBINED FORCES COMMAND.
            

            
         

         
         	COMFORT WOMEN

         
         	
            Label given to Korean and other women who were used as military prostitutes by Japan’s forces from about 1932 onward. After decades of silence, a number of women came
               forward in the early 1990s in South Korea and other areas of Japanese occupation,
               arguing for a formal Japanese apology and compensation. There were claims that between
               100,000 and 200,000 Korean women had been forced into military prostitution by the
               Japanese, 80 percent of the total. Many died or were killed during World War II, and
               most were prevented by shame from coming forward afterward. When the first former
               comfort women emerged in the early 1990s, the Japanese government at first argued
               that the program had been an entirely private one. Later, as evidence emerged that
               in fact there had been official involvement, the Japanese position shifted to arguing
               that all claims involving South Koreans had been settled by the 1965 South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty. Subsequent Japanese proposals for privately funded compensation met with a hostile
               response in South Korea, where the government of Kim Young-sam said that it would provide compensation. However, few if any of the women concerned
               appear to have claimed the offered sums. A number of former comfort women appeared
               in North Korea, where the government also demanded that Japan acknowledge their claims. The issue
               remains a source of contention with Japan, even though the number of living comfort
               women has steadily decreased since the early 1990s. Campaigners on behalf of the women
               have drawn attention to the issue with demonstrations outside Japanese diplomatic
               and consular offices. In Seoul and Pusan, statues depicting comfort women were erected in front of such premises. Statues
               have also been erected in a number of other countries, including the United States, the Philippines, and Germany.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMITTEE FOR ASSISTING THE RETURN OF DISPLACED CIVILIANS

         
         	COMMITTEE FOR ASSISTING THE RETURN

         
         	
            Authorized by paragraph 59 of the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement, this committee dealt with the needs of two groups. One was those who had been resident
               on one side of the Military Demarcation Line before 24 June 1950 and found themselves on the other side at the end of the Korean War. The other was civilians of foreign nationality who found themselves north or south
               of the line at the end of the war. Two military officers from each side made up the
               committee. In the event, only 37 from the South in the first category went to North Korea. The North put forward no Koreans but instead released 20 foreign nationals (11 Turks—one
               large family—and 9 stateless Russians) who had been captured in 1950. After these exchanges, the committee was disbanded
               on 1 March 1954. Subsequent movements of population were clandestine.
            

            
            See also COMMITTEE FOR REPATRIATION OF PRISONERS OF WAR; FAMILY REUNIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMITTEE FOR REPATRIATION OF PRISONERS OF WAR

         
         	
            Authorized by the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement, this committee consisted of three officers from each side, whose task was to supervise
               the handing over by both sides of prisoners of war. Large numbers were involved, with
               66,900 from North Korea and China and 12,700 from South Korean and United Nations forces. The committee was tasked to complete repatriation of prisoners of war within 60
               days of the signing of the armistice and was then disbanded.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMITTEE FOR THE PREPARATION OF NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION (Konguk chunbi wiwonhoe)
         

         
         	
            Established at the suggestion of the last head of the Japanese Government-General of Korea, General Abe Nobuyaki, on 16 August 1945, by Yo Un-hyong, with An Chae-hong, a prominent moderate right-wing nationalist as the vice chairman, and Song Chin-u, its aim was to function as a transitional government of all Korea.
            

            
            Abe also hoped that it would provide protection to the Japanese civilian population
               left unprotected by the loss of authority of Japanese security forces in Korea. As
               soon as it was established, branches were organized throughout the country, functioning
               as local governmental units. Security maintenance units, performing the role of the
               police, were established under these committees. When the Korean People’s Republic and its government were established by the “National Assembly” on 6 September 1945,
               the committee was disbanded.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMITTEE FOR THE THREE PEOPLE’S STRUGGLE (Sammintuwi)
         

         
         	
            A committee formed in the spring of 1985 by radical students, with an anti-imperialist
               and antifascist line. It advocated popular struggle for national unification, people’s
               liberation, and democratization.
            

            
            See also STUDENT MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE A DEMOCRATIC COALITION (Minju yonhap chujin wiwonhoe, or Minyonchu)
         

         
         	
            This political organization was formed in April 1990 by leaders of the dissident forces
               who represented a broad national coalition composed of radical groups such as the
               National Council of Labor Unions (Chonnohyop), formed in January 1990; the National Federation of Farmers’ Unions; the National
               Federation of Teachers’ Unions (Chongyojo), formed in May 1989; and the National Council of Representatives of University Students (Chondaehyop). The main purpose of the founders was to create a progressive party in cooperation
               with the Party for Peace and Democracy of Kim Dae-jung and the newly formed Democratic Party of Yi Ki-taek. They hoped to establish a large, united opposition party of all dissidents.
               However, the leaders of the committee were split between those who advocated the creation
               of their own party and those who favored the formation of a united opposition party
               with other opposition groups. In the end, those who belonged to the former group set
               up their own Masses (People’s) Party in November 1990.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	CONFUCIANISM

         
         	
            A Chinese secular philosophy, which was introduced to Korea in the second century
               AD and gained strength during the Three Kingdoms period (55 BC–AD 668). It has ever
               since been a major influence on the political, cultural, and social development of
               the peninsula. The Koryo dynasty (918–1392) maintained Confucian influence and practices,
               but it did not strengthen them, other than by its promotion of an educational system in the Confucian tradition. The Yi dynasty (1392–1910) adopted the Chu Xi school
               of neo-Confucianism as a state creed, building a Confucian temple and establishing
               Confucian academies such as Sungkyunkwan as a national university and other colleges collectively known as Sahak in Seoul.
            

            
            Along with the strengthening of the Confucian bureaucracy, certain social institutions
               such as “ancestor worship” (chesa) were transplanted to Korea and became firmly entrenched there. The number of those
               claiming to be “Confucianists” has steadily declined, so that by 1998, there were
               only about 200,000 in this category. At the time of the 2005 census, the number was
               down to 104,575, and it is unlikely to have increased. But certain moral and ethical
               standards, including respect for those in authority, educational philosophy, cultural
               patterns, and social institutions, which developed in Korea under Confucian influence,
               are still evident in South Korea.
            

            
            See also RELIGIONS; WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSCRIPTION

         
         	
            After the establishment of the national defense forces in 1948, service in the South Korean military was voluntary. This approach formally
               continued even after the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, but there was clearly much forcible enlistment before 1952, when the
               first moves to create a conscript force began. In 1957, the duty to carry out military
               service became a clear obligation for all males and has remained so ever since. Women are exempt from conscription but can and increasingly do volunteer. There have always
               been relatively fewer roles for them, especially in command positions, but since the
               1990s, this has begun to change. Women are now captains of ships in the navy and fly
               military aircraft. The current (2019) Moon Jie-in administration has promised to increase their number, but there seems to be no suggestion
               that they should face conscription.
            

            
             All young men, however, are expected to serve between 18 and 22 months, depending
               on the branch. They then belong to the reserve for six years, which involves a few
               days of training each year. Those eligible for military service must register when
               they reach age 18 and before they are 28. They are then graded from one to six. The
               grading depends mainly on a medical exam. Grades one to three are passed for active
               duty; this may include service with the riot police. Grade four is assigned “social work,” which may be at home or overseas. Working
               in a town hall or on an aid project is a usual assignment for these grades; many of
               those involved are medical personnel or lawyers, but sportsmen and artists may also
               participate. Grade five will only be recruited in wartime, while a grade of six gives
               exemption. Some young men go to elaborate efforts to achieve the last grade. Losing
               or gaining weight drastically is a common method, as is feigning mental illness. One
               reluctant conscript was accused of having pulled all his teeth out but did avoid service.
               Conscientious objection on religious or other grounds was not accepted as a valid reason to avoid military service. Over
               the years, several thousand members of groups such as Jehovah’s Witnesses were imprisoned
               for refusing to undergo conscription, despite protests including international objections
               from organizations such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. In 2018,
               the courts ruled that this was unlawful and that alternatives to military service
               should be provided. Many people get exemption because they are successful sportsmen
               or because of their achievements in other fields. But others avoid service by going
               abroad or adopting a foreign nationality if they are eligible. Such behavior is frowned
               upon. In some cases, students can postpone their military service until they have
               graduated. One twist on this under the military-dominated regimes from 1961–1993 was
               that some activists in the student movement who had been arrested for public order offences would be given the choice of a prison
               sentence or fulfilling their military service duties. Those who took the latter option
               were often posted to tough units such as the Marine Corps.
            

            
             “Boot camp,” or induction training, has a bad reputation. New recruits are hazed
               by their seniors, and there have been suicides. Once assigned to a unit, many complain
               of boredom or being expected to perform pointless tasks. Even those who serve along
               the Demilitarized Zone, the division line with North Korea, often do not seem very motivated. One officer, himself a conscript, told the author
               how hard it was to motivate his charges. Sleeping on duty and accidentally discharging
               weapons were both frequent occurrences. Conscripts are paid the equivalent of between
               $100 and $200, which does not go very far even away from the big cities. There are
               occasional reports of lack of uniforms and equipment; sneakers were in short supply
               at one time, with the elite of the Korean Military Academy being favored ahead of enlisted men.
            

            
             Periodically, it has been proposed that the length of service should be reduced.
               This was due to happen in 2010 under the Lee Myung-bak administration; the sinking of the Chonan and the shelling of the Yonpyong Islands led to postponement of this change, but it has now happened. Abolishing conscription
               altogether is rarely considered. While the usual reason given is the threat from the
               North, to many it provides a means of inculcating patriotic values. Similar motives
               operate in North Korea, where conscription is a much heavier burden.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

         
         	
            See NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUTION

         
         	
            The Constitution of the Republic of Korea was adopted on 12 July 1948 following a
               perfunctory debate by the Constituent Assembly. It was promulgated on 17 July. It
               showed traces both of the principles of responsible parliamentary democracy and of
               the U.S. concept of an independent executive. While displaying the outward form of responsible
               parliamentary government, it granted much power to the president. No constitutional
               provision was made for the dissolution of the National Assembly, but Article 48 gave the president extraordinary powers, stating that in time of
               civil war, if a dangerous situation arose from foreign relations, in case of a national
               calamity, or on account of a grave economic or financial crisis it is necessary to
               take urgent measures for the maintenance of public order and security, the president
               shall have the power to issue orders having the effect of law if time is lacking for
               convening the National Assembly.
            

            
            The 103-article Constitution was divided into 10 chapters, followed by a preamble
               stating: “We the people of Korea at this time engaged in reconstructing a democratic
               and independent society,” are determined to
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  consolidate national unity by justice, humanity, brotherly love, and the elimination
                     of all kinds of social evils;
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  offer equal opportunity to every person;

                  
               

               
               	
                  provide for the fuller development of an equality of each individual in all the fields
                     of political, economic, social, and cultural life;
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  permit every person to discharge his duties and responsibilities; and

                  
               

               
               	
                  promote the welfare of the people, to maintain permanent internal peace, and thereby
                     to assure Security, Liberty, and Happiness of ourselves and our posterity.
                  

                  
               

               
            

            
            Chapter I (articles 1–6) included general provisions. It stated that Korea shall be
               a democratic republic (article I) and the territory of Korea shall consist of the
               Korean Peninsula and its accessory islands (article 2). Chapter II (articles 8–30)
               enumerated the rights and duties of citizens. Chapter III (articles 31–50) dealt with
               the National Assembly, established on the principle of universal, direct, equal, and
               secret votes. Chapter IV (articles 51–75) covered the structure of the government,
               making the president the head of the executive branch. The president and the vice
               president were to be elected by the National Assembly, and the prime minister was
               to be appointed by the president with the consent of the National Assembly. Under
               articles 46 and 47, they, together with the members of the cabinet and judges, were
               subjected to impeachment by the National Assembly.
            

            
            Chapter V (articles 76–83) dealt with the judicial branch of the government. It specified
               that the chief justice and justices of the Supreme Court were to be appointed by the
               president with the consent of the National Assembly. Article 80 designated the Constitution
               Committee, consisting of the vice president as its chairman and five members of the
               National Assembly, as having the power to determine the constitutionality of a law.
               Chapter VI (articles 84–89) established the principle of the economic order of the
               nation, recognizing citizens’ private ownership of property.
            

            
            Chapter VII (articles 90–95) related to financial matters of the government. Chapter
               VIII (articles 96–98) dealt with local autonomous organizations. Chapter IX (article
               98) spelled out the procedure for constitutional amendments.
            

            
            Finally, Chapter X (articles 99–103) included supplementary rules concerning the National
               Assembly and enactment of the special Law Concerning Punishment of Those Who Committed
               Crimes against the People, dealing with the punishment of those who had committed
               malicious antinational acts prior to 15 August 1948.
            

            
            See also CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE; CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION DELIBERATION COUNCIL.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

         
         	
            The Constitution has been amended nine times since its adoption. The first amendment, made on 4 July
               1952, was forced upon the National Assembly by then president Rhee Syngman and his Liberal Party. It instituted the system of a direct popular election of the president and vice
               president. It also included the right of the National Assembly to pass a vote of no
               confidence against cabinet members and the decision (not carried out by the president)
               to establish a bicameral legislative body by adding a House of Councillors as an upper house of the National Assembly. The lower house was to be named the House of Representatives.
            

            
            The second amendment was passed on 27 November 1954, eliminating any limit on the
               term of office of the incumbent president. It received 135 votes, one vote short of
               the required two-thirds majority. Nevertheless, the Liberal Party declared that it
               had passed, applying a dubious mathematical principle known as “Sa-sa o-ip” (round off), or the practice of knocking off fractions under 0.5. It instituted
               the system of national referendum on constitutional amendments and abolished the office
               of the prime minister. The National Assembly adopted the amendment after the fall
               of the Rhee administration in April 1960.
            

            
            The Constitution of the Second Republic, adopted on 15 June 1960, strengthened fundamental
               civil rights and freedom of the press and established a new Constitutional Court and
               a Central Election Management Committee. At the same time, it reinstalled the National
               Assembly election of a figurehead president, eliminated the office of the vice president,
               and established a responsible cabinet system. The prime minister would now appoint
               the cabinet, subject to the approval of the National Assembly. It also created an
               upper house (House of Councillors) of the National Assembly.
            

            
            The fourth constitutional amendment adopted on 23 March 1960 by both houses of the
               National Assembly provided for an exception to the principle of no retroactive punishment,
               so that those involved in the rigging of the 15 March presidential and vice-presidential
               elections would be punished. The fifth amendment was adopted following the military revolution of May 1961. For the first time, the amended constitution was put to a national referendum, on
               17 December 1962, and it became the Constitution of the Third Republic in 1963. It
               revived the presidential power, abolished the upper house of the National Assembly,
               downgraded the cabinet to a consultative body, and authorized the president to appoint
               the prime minister without the consent of the National Assembly.
            

            
            The sixth amendment was approved by a national referendum on 17 October 1969, eliminating
               the two-term restriction on the president. The amendment also authorized members of
               the National Assembly to concurrently serve as cabinet ministers and increased the
               membership of the National Assembly to no fewer than 150 and no more than 250.
            

            
            With the seventh amendment approved by a national referendum on 21 November 1972,
               the Constitution became known as the Yushin (Revitalizing) Constitution; it provided extraordinary power to the president. With
               the removal of the restriction on the term of office, the incumbent president, Park Chung-hee, was reelected on 23 December 1972, an event that marked the beginning of the Fourth
               Republic. The amended constitution introduced a new system of presidential election
               by establishing the National Conference for Unification (NCU), whose members were popularly elected, as an electoral college. It also authorized
               the president to recommend 73 members of the National Assembly to form a new political
               society, named the Political Fraternal Society for Revitalizing Reform, to be appointed by the NCU as members of the National Assembly. In February 1975,
               the voters confirmed their acceptance of the Yushin Constitution in a national referendum.
            

            
            The eighth amendment was adopted on 22 October 1980 in a national referendum and was
               promulgated on 27 October. It formally ended the Yushin rule and laid the legal foundation
               for the launching of the Fifth Republic in 1981. The amended constitution strengthened
               the legislative and judiciary branches and limited the term of office of the president
               to a single seven-year term. Upon its promulgation, the National Assembly and all
               existing political parties were dissolved, and the Legislative Council for National Security was set up to function as a legislative body.
            

            
            The ninth amendment, adopted by the National Assembly on 12 October 1987 and approved
               in a national referendum on 28 October, limited the term of office of the president
               to a single five-year term, laying the foundation for the establishment of the Sixth
               Republic. Under the amended constitution, the system of a direct, popular election
               of the president was restored, civil rights and freedoms of the press and speech were
               expanded, and the power of the National Assembly was strengthened. There have been
               no subsequent constitutional amendments.
            

            
            See also CHUN DOO-HWAN (1931–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; ROH TAE-WOO (1932–).
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE

         
         	
            Under the Constitution of 1948, questions involving the constitutionality of laws were decided by this committee,
               headed by the vice president of the republic. It included five justices of the Supreme
               Court and five members of the National Assembly. Under the 1960 Constitution, the Constitutional Court, consisting of three members
               of the National Assembly, three justices of the Supreme Court, and three others appointed
               by the president, was set up, replacing the Constitutional Committee. The Constitutional
               Court adjudicated the constitutionality of laws; impeachment trials; the dissolution
               of a political party; and litigation on the election of the president, chief justice,
               and justices of the Supreme Court.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

         
         	
            See CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION DELIBERATION COUNCIL

         
         	
            Under great pressure, the government established this committee in March 1980. It
               consisted of 69 individuals drawn from political, academic, business, legal, journalistic,
               and other circles and was chaired by the prime minister. It drafted a new constitution that was approved in a national referendum on 22 October 1980, replacing the Yushin Constitution.
            

            
         

         
         	COOPER, ALFRED CECIL (1882–1964)

         
         	
            Cecil Cooper was the fourth Anglican (Episcopalian) bishop and head of the English
               Church Mission in Korea from 1931 to 1954. Born in Great Britain, he graduated from the University of Cambridge and was ordained as a priest in 1907. The following year, he joined the
               English Church Mission in Korea. He worked for a time in Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea but at that time a center of great Christian activity. He also worked in Seoul. Following the death of Bishop Trollope in 1930, Cooper succeeded him. He carried
               on the traditions established by his predecessors, including ministering to Japanese people in Korea, the only Christian denomination to do so, as well as running small
               cottage hospitals. The schools once run by the church had long since closed under
               Japanese pressure. Cooper was also a regular traveler, visiting the growing congregations
               and the new churches being built in the 1930s. Between 1931 and 1939, the number of
               native Korean Anglicans grew from ca. 6,000 to ca. 9,000. There were 15 churches and
               99 outstations. The clergy numbered 31: 18 Korean, 4 Japanese, and 9 foreigners. To
               ensure the church’s financial future, the bishop invested heavily in rice land. Unlike
               some other denominations, the Anglicans avoided becoming embroiled with the Japanese
               authorities over the issue of Shinto shrines.
            

            
            
               Anglican (Episcopalian) Church south of Seoul.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            This more accommodating approach did not prevent the Anglicans, like all foreigners,
               from experiencing increased vigilance as the 1930s progressed. Clashes between Britain
               and Japan in China made matters worse. One Anglican priest in Pusan was arrested and imprisoned for possessing an unregistered shortwave radio. Cooper
               was also detained by the Japanese for five days in 1940. The decision was then taken
               to withdraw all foreign clergy, and a Japanese priest, Fr. John Kudo, was appointed
               bishop in Cooper’s place at the end of 1940. Cooper returned to Britain, where he
               spent the war years.
            

            
            But Cooper always expected to go back to Korea. In 1945, all Japanese, including Bishop
               Kudo, left Korea. It was not easy for nonmilitary personnel to return to Korea, and
               Cooper could not do so until 1946. He found that many Anglicans had drifted away,
               churches had suffered years of neglect, and the whole of the northern half of the
               peninsula was inaccessible. Gradually things improved. A few foreign clergy returned,
               churches were repaired, and congregations were rebuilt. Then came the Korean War. This time the bishop and his colleagues stayed, against the government’s advice.
               That was a mistake. The North Koreans were even more suspicious of foreigners and
               foreign religions than the Japanese had been. Cooper and others were taken captive
               and marched to the far north of the country. Some died. Cooper survived but was not
               released until April 1953. He resumed his post in the fall of 1953, but his captivity
               had taken its toll. To make matters worse, the financial arrangements that he had
               put in place in the 1930s collapsed as a result of the postwar implementation of the
               1949 Land Reform Law. He struggled on, but in December 1954 he resigned and returned to Britain. He was
               made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1956 and died in 1964.
            

            
            See also RELIGIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	COOPERATIVES

         
         	
            Korea has a long history of cooperatives. The traditional format of the indigenous
               cooperative, or kye, was a small nonfamily group operating a circulating credit system. Since the end
               of the Japanese colonial period, one of the main areas of cooperative development has been in agriculture, especially since the government began promoting cooperatives in the early 1960s,
               but others can be found in fisheries and for credit and savings purposes.
            

            
            Some 3,744 agricultural cooperatives of various categories were organized throughout
               the country in February 1958 as mutual aid associations, while 2,200 others were being
               formed. The number of these cooperatives grew to about 20,000 by 1960. But the membership
               in individual cooperatives remained small.
            

            
            In July 1961, the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction promulgated a new Agricultural Cooperatives Law, establishing a semigovernment agency,
               the National Agricultural Cooperative Federation (Nongop hyoptong chohap—NACF) in August 1961. Newly combined agricultural cooperatives were organized, one
               in each district throughout the country, to promote the welfare of farmers, increase
               production, and advance cooperative spirit and efforts. To further these aims, a national
               cooperative training center for agricultural cooperatives was set up in 1962. It was
               followed by other training centers covering fisheries, livestock, and savings and
               credit. By the early 1980s, there were 1,473 agricultural cooperatives with 2,099,720
               members, 1,138 credit societies with 833,173 members, 72 fisheries cooperatives with
               137,038 members, and 126 others with 76,071 members. By 1997, there were 5,886 cooperatives
               with a total membership of 19,802,406; this amounted to 43.5 percent of the population.
               Agricultural cooperatives suffered during the 1997 Asian financial crisis, and the NACF took on a lobbying role. This led to the Agricultural Cooperative Law
               of 13 August 1999, which brought the livestock and ginseng cooperative groups into
               the NACF.
            

            
            In 2001, the International Cooperative Alliance held its general assembly meeting
               in South Korea. The cooperative movement continues to be important, and it has expanded
               in some areas, becoming much more like ordinary business, with chief executive officers
               replacing the elected heads of earlier years. The NACF became two holding companies
               in 2012. One area of expansion is banking, which has become steadily more important since the first cooperative credit card
               was issued in 1984. An international banking center opened in 2008. But the steady
               growth of urbanization and the decline of the rural population is beginning to have
               an effect, as is the opening up of Korean markets as a result of the growing number
               of free trade agreements (FTAs). Although FTAs may not have had the devastating effects on farming that some
               expected, they have made an impact. The clear intention of the government to continue
               negotiating them also has implications. Already there are signs of relative decline
               in the numbers of cooperatives and in the numbers of those belonging to them. By 2012,
               there were 3,306 cooperatives, with just under 18 million members. Most of the latter
               were associate members; the actual number of farmers in the movement was 2,247,000.
               South Korea, which had been number three in the International Cooperative Alliance
               (ICA) in 2008, had dropped to number nine by 2011. That the movement in Korea still
               remained important, however, was indicated by the fact that the world president of
               the ICA was a Korean, Choi Byung-won. A cooperative farmer from Anyang near Seoul, he was first elected president in 2007 and was reelected in 2011 for a further four
               years.
            

            
            See also NEW COMMUNITY MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	COUNCIL FOR THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY (Minjujui choksong hyopuihoe)
         

         
         	COUNCIL FOR THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY

         
         	
            Organized by opposition leaders in 1984 to promote a united movement of all dissident
               groups to bring about constitutional reform and democratization, it was led by two
               cochairs, the veteran opposition leaders Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-jung. The organizers of the council were disillusioned when the two Kims failed to work
               together, making the council an almost meaningless entity. When the two Kims formed
               their own political parties in 1987, the council dissolved.
            

            
            See also PARTY FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY (Pyonghwaminjudang or Pyongmindang); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; REUNIFICATION DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Tongilminjudang).
            

            
         

         
         	CROSS-RECOGNITION

         
         	
            The idea that South Korea’s principal international supporters (the United States and Japan) and those of North Korea (the Soviet Union, now Russia, and China) should each establish diplomatic relations with the “other Korea” seems to have been first suggested by a U.S. official, Morton
               Abramowitz, in a paper published in 1971 by the London-based International Institute
               for Strategic Studies. It began to gain ground internationally after South Korea’s
               president Park Chung-hee announced in June 1973 that South Korea would no longer break off relations with countries
               that established relations with the North. The U.S. secretary of state, Henry Kissinger,
               was one proponent of the idea, and it regularly reemerged during the late 1970s and
               the 1980s.
            

            
            However, the Eastern European countries’ recognition of South Korea, beginning with
               Hungary in 1989 and followed by the Soviet Union (Russia) in 1990 and by China in
               1992, was not matched by Western diplomatic relations with North Korea. Only at the
               end of the 1990s, with Italy’s decision to establish relations with North Korea, followed
               in 2000 by Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the Philippines, did the original concept of cross-recognition
               appear to be taking shape. This new trend was confirmed at the Asia–Europe Meeting
               (ASEM 3) in Seoul in October 2000 when a number of other countries, including Great Britain, Germany, and the Netherlands, announced their intention of establishing diplomatic relations
               with North Korea.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

            
         

         
         	CURFEW

         
         	
            Because of fear of North Korean infiltration by night, a widescale midnight to 4 a.m. curfew operated throughout most
               of South Korea, with the exception of Cheju Island, from 1945 to January 1982. Foreigners were exempt but had to be very careful about
               nighttime movements. Theoretically, curfews on the same basis can still be imposed
               locally.
            

            
         

         
         	CURRENCY

         
         	
            Until the establishment of the Japanese Government-General of Korea in 1910, Korean currency consisted solely of coins. During the colonial period, the
               Bank of Chosen issued various notes, and these continued in use, together with U.S. dollars,
               under the United States Army Military Government in Korea after liberation from Japan in 1945.
            

            
            Following the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, the Bank of Korea replaced all colonial-era money. The smallest unit was a copper coin called chon,
               and 100 chon equaled one won (paper money). There were 5, 10, and 50 chon coins. In
               February 1953, a monetary reform replaced the won currency with the hwan currency
               at the rate of 100 won to 1 hwan. In June 1962, the second monetary reform was implemented,
               returning to the won system at the rate of 10 hwan to 1 won. Notes, some at first
               printed by Thomas de la Rue of Great Britain, were issued in denominations of 10 and 50 chon and 1, 5, 10, 100, and 500 won. Thereafter,
               the Korea Minting and Security Printing Company, whose headquarters are at Taejon, produced all the country’s coins and notes.
            

            
            By 1972, the chon had ceased to be used for all practical purposes, although it is
               still used in foreign exchange transactions and in accounting. Around the same time,
               coins replaced the 10, 50, and 100 won notes. That year, 1,000, 5,000, and 10,000
               won notes were issued. By 1983, the 500 won note had gone, replaced by a coin. The
               South Korean currency was floated in December 1997, following the Asian financial crisis, and there was clearly a need for higher-denomination notes. This need was not met
               until 2006, when 50,000 won notes made their appearance. A 100,000 won note was also
               planned, but the image chosen for it was the 1861 map, the Taedongjido (Great Map of the Eastern Land), which unfortunately failed to show the Tokto group of islands, whose ownership is disputed with Japan. After much debate, the note
               issue was canceled. The highest denomination note therefore remains the 50,000 won.
               As more and more people pay electronically, coins are used less and less.
            

            
            See also ECONOMY.
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         	DAEWOO MOTORS

         
         	
            In some ways, the story of Daewoo Motors shows the trajectory of many chaebol, the South Korean equivalent of Japan’s zaibatsu. Its origins lie in one of the many small Korean companies that developed during
               the Japanese colonial period. These were often engaged in the manufacturing of parts
               for Japanese companies, including the growing Japanese automobile industry. The Hyundai automobile group came from just such a background, and so did Daewoo Motors, which
               can be traced back to a workshop in Inchon called National Motor, established in 1937. This company maintained a precarious existence
               after 1945, but in 1962 it became the channel by which Kim Jong-pil and others associated with the military revolution of 16 May 1961 hoped to raise funds for a new political party, the Democratic Republican Party.
            

            
            The arrangement was that National Motor, now renamed Saenara (New Nation) Auto Company,
               would bring in semi-knocked-down kits produced by Datsun in Japan and that the profits
               from the sale of the automobiles would be channeled to the new party. This worked
               for a time, but eventually opposition leaders in the National Assembly drew attention to what became the Saenara Datsun automobile scandal. Saenara was closed down. Its facilities were taken over in 1965 by Shinjin, a joint
               venture between a Korean company and Japan’s Toyota in the new climate of cooperation
               with Japan that arose after the signing of the South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty. The link with Toyota lasted until 1972. Toyota then withdrew in order to exploit
               the new openings in China following the normalization of Sino–Japanese relations that year. Shinjin then turned
               to General Motors (GM) in the United States. The new joint venture was known as General Motors Korea until 1976, when it became
               Saehan Motors. For a time in the 1970s, Saehan had 80 percent of the domestic market
               but was beginning to face stiff competition from Hyundai.
            

            
            In 1982, control of Saehan Motors passed to the Daewoo Group. Like Hyundai, Daewoo
               was favored by President Park Chung-hee, who had come to power in 1961. The founder of the Daewoo Group, Kim Woo-chung, was
               fortunate in that his father had taught Park at school. The younger Kim founded his
               Daewoo trading company in 1967 and enjoyed much success in international trade. In
               the 1970s, the group was encouraged to branch out into other areas. One of these involved
               taking over the Hankuk Machinery Company from Saehan. When Saehan found itself in
               further difficulties, the government took it over and handed it to Daewoo, which renamed
               it Daewoo Motors. GM was not happy with these developments but accepted the arrangement.
               For years, all Daewoo models were based on GM cars.
            

            
            The GM joint venture finally ended in 1992, and Daewoo Motors continued on its own.
               In the midst of the Asian financial crisis, it bought Ssang-Yong Motors, a four-wheel-drive specialist. This move added to the
               Daewoo Group’s own growing problems, and it decided to sell off the motor division
               in 1999. There was much competition, but in the end GM bought the group, eventually
               rebranding many of Daewoo’s products with the Chevrolet badge. The truck and heavy
               vehicle division was sold to the Tata Group from India. Daewoo’s numerous overseas
               factories in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union (now Russia) were turned over to the local joint venture partner or otherwise acquired new partners.
            

         

         
         	DAVIDSON, HENRY WILLIAM (186?–1948)

         
         	
            Davidson first went to Korea at the beginning of the 20th century, seconded from the
               Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs as a member of the Korean Customs Service. He was from Great Britain, having been born in Aberdeen, Scotland. He worked under another Briton, Sir John
               McLeavy Brown, on a variety of projects, including the building of the Stone Palace
               in the Toksu Palace and the laying out of Pagoda Park in Seoul; the latter was at the center of the Samil Undong (March First Movement). He was also a noted tennis player. After the establishment of the Japanese protectorate in 1905, he was kept on as the only Westerner in customs until the establishment
               of the Japanese Government-General of Korea in 1910. After his resignation, he received a Japanese decoration for his past work.
               He then turned to business and was involved in gold mining and general trading, as well as acting as honorary consul for some countries. In 1941, his daughter Joan
               married Horace G. Underwood of the missionary Underwood family. After Pearl Harbor, Davidson was one of the few foreigners not placed under house
               arrest by the Japanese, thanks to his 1911 decoration. He was repatriated along with
               others, including his daughter and son-in-law, in May 1942. After the establishment
               of the United States Army Military Government in Korea in September 1945, Davidson was invited back to advise on the reestablishment of a
               Korean customs service. This was hard work for a man already in his 80s, but he once
               again became an active member of the foreign community until his death.
            

            
            See also ARCHITECTURE.
            

         

         
         	DEATH PENALTY

         
         	
            The death penalty was regularly used prior to 1910 in Korea and under the colonial
               Government-General of Korea. As in many countries, the death penalty was not confined to murder but was also
               applied to a wide variety of other offenses, including arson and treason. Traditional
               methods of execution were similar to those in China and were often brutal. Under the Japanese colonial authorities, more “modern” practices prevailed, and executions were usually
               by hanging. This continued after 1945 under the United States Army Military Government in Korea, and after the Republic of Korea was established in 1948. Hanging remained the method
               of execution for the civilian population; military offenders were executed by firing
               squad.
            

            
            Between 1948 and December 1997, a total of 902 judicial executions took place in South
               Korea. As in Japan, prisoners were not informed until just before their execution,
               and families were not informed until after the sentence had been carried out. The
               most recent executions took place in the last months of President Kim Young-sam in 1997, when 23 people (18 men and 5 women) were put to death at various prisons
               throughout the country. The move was unexpected, since the previous executions had
               been two years before, when 19 people died, and had led to national and international
               protests. In February 1998, the incoming president, Kim Dae-jung, who had himself been sentenced to death and reprieved, announced a moratorium on
               executions.
            

            
            The death penalty remains on the statute books, and convicted prisoners are regularly
               sentenced to death. At the end of 2013, there were 63 people so sentenced in prison.
               From time to time, abolition bills have been introduced, but none has passed the National Assembly. There are also periodic calls for the use of the death penalty, usually after some
               particularly violent killing or when there has been a serial killing. Under the conservative
               Lee Myung-bak administration (2008–2013), the Supreme Court ruled in 2010 that the death penalty
               did not violate human dignity and worth. That same year, Lee Kwi-nam, the minister
               of justice, hinted at the possible use of the death penalty, but nothing further happened.
               There are high hopes that the Moon Jae-in administration, which came to power in 2017, will formally abolish the death penalty.
            

            
            There were also extrajudicial executions, the extent of which was confirmed after
               2004 by the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea. Such executions took place on Cheju Island, in the suppression of the Yosu-Sunchon rebellion in the tumultuous political scene that marked the early years of the republic, and
               during the Korean War. Sometimes such executions were carried out under martial law, but not always. The
               exact number will probably never be known, but it ran into the thousands.
            

            
            See also EAST BERLIN CASE; EMERGENCY DECREES; KWANGJU UPRISING; NATIONAL REHABILITATION AND GUIDANCE LEAGUE; NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS; YUSHIN RULE.
            

         

         
         	DECEMBER 1979 COUP

         
         	
            On 12 December 1979, Major General Chun Doo-hwan, commander of the Defense Security Command, an army intelligence unit charged with preventing internal subversion in the army,
               carried out a coup with the aid of the 9th Army Division troops under Lieutenant General
               Roh Tae-woo. The official purpose of the coup was to “ensure a joint investigation into the assassination
               of the late President Park.” Chun claimed there was sufficient evidence of possible
               complicity of some senior army officers in the conspiracy against the late president
               Park Chung-hee.
            

            
            Chun arrested General Chong Sung-hwa, army chief of staff and the martial law commander, and several other generals, charging
               them with involvement in the death of the president, and at the same time took control
               of the armed forces. The coup placed the real power in the hands of Chun and a small
               group of army officers who cooperated with him. As a result, acting president Choe Kyu-ha became a puppet of the military. His resignation in August 1980 paved the way for
               Chun to make himself president.
            

            
            See also MILITARY REVOLUTION OF 16 MAY 1961.
            

         

         
         	DECLARATION OF DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL SALVATION

         
         	
            A declaration adopted by opposition leaders, including Yun Po-son, Kim Dae-jung, and Ham Sok-hon, on 1 March 1976 at the Roman Catholic Myongdong Cathedral in Seoul, which led to what became known as the “Myongdong incident.” Many dissident leaders
               were arrested following this declaration. At the same time, staff dismissed from the
               Dong-A Ilbo newspaper formed the Dong-A Committee for the Struggle for Protection of Freedom of
               the Press and Speech.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	DECONTROL OF PUBLISHING

         
         	
            The government of President Roh Tae-woo in July 1988 lifted the ban on the publication of literary and artistic works by 80
               defectors who had gone, either voluntarily or not, to North Korea. At the same time, the government allowed the circulation of books on socialism and
               communism, as well as North Korean publications, thereby encouraging the rise of studies
               on North Korea and other socialist countries.
            

            
            See also CENSORSHIP; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

         

         
         	DEFECTORS

         
         	
            Since the end of the Korean War, there has been a steady trickle of defectors from North Korea to the South, matched by a much smaller number who have gone from South to North.
               The volume of defectors to the South began rising in the 1990s. In October 1998, the
               South Korean ministry of unification said that from July 1953 to October 1998, 923
               defectors had come from the North. In 1999 the number was 148, and in 2000 it rose
               to 312. In 2001, 583 made their way to South Korea. In 2002, the number reached 1,140.
               Numbers continued to rise until 2008–2009, when they reached just under 3,000 per
               annum. Since then they have declined. In 2016, there were 2,706. A year later, the
               number had dropped by 21 percent, to 1,127, the lowest figure since 2001. This is
               attributed to improvements in the North Korean economy and to tighter controls on the borders with China that began in earnest with the coming to power of Kim Jong Un in 2011. Estimates of the total number who have left vary widely. In 2005, the U.S. State Department said that the figure was between 75,000 and 125,000. Others have
               come up with figures as high as 300,000. By 2013, it was estimated that just over
               25,000 had reached South Korea. In June 2017, the ministry of unification said that
               since the first defectors had arrived in 1948, a total of 30,805 had reached the South.
               In the early years, more men came than women, but South Korean figures indicate that
               from 2002, when they made up 55 percent of the total, the women’s share had reached
               over 75 percent by July 2013. Although overall numbers have fallen, the distribution
               between the sexes remains more or less the same. Of the total, the majority had at
               least a middle school education.
            

            
            Most defectors who arrive in South Korea come via China. Reports speak of tens of
               thousands of North Koreans hiding out in China, where they lead a precarious existence,
               lacking identification papers and often with no knowledge of the language. Women in
               particular are very vulnerable, with many being trafficked in the Sino–North Korean
               border region. Some make the long journey across China to seek asylum in Southeast
               Asian countries such as Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam, countries that have usually been willing to facilitate their onward passage to South
               Korea. Others are known to have gone to Mongolia and Russia. A very small number have made it to Western Europe, where they have sought political
               asylum. If caught in China, they are usually returned to the North. China does not
               accept that they are refugees, and the two countries have long-standing agreements
               about returning their citizens. From 2002, groups of North Koreans made persistent
               attempts to seek asylum in embassies in Beijing and occasionally at consulates elsewhere.
               Tighter Chinese security brought these attempts to an end, and there have been none
               in recent years.
            

            
            Most defectors appear to have left for economic or social reasons, or because of personal
               problems. As early as 1994, a survey in South Korea found that only about a quarter
               of the defectors questioned had left for ideological reasons; there is no sign that
               things have changed since then. Some, such as North Korean agents discovered in South
               Korea or a few fishermen who drifted into South Korean waters, had originally been
               involuntary defectors; a number of these have been returned to the North. There are
               occasional defections from the North Korean armed forces; the most recent was in August
               2019, when an enlisted man escaped across the DMZ.
            

            
            Before the numbers grew in the 1990s, the South Korean government, once it had accepted
               that those concerned were bona fide defectors, was generous toward them. They received
               a large sum of money (US$24,000) and much help with resettlement. Military officers
               were incorporated into the South Korean national defense forces and given a rank equal to that which they had held in the North. As the numbers increased,
               however, the financial reward was heavily reduced.
            

            
            Most of those who come are workers or unemployed and do not find adjustment easy.
               Even those with training and skills often find that their qualifications count for
               little in the South. They are viewed with suspicion by many, and they find it hard
               to get work. Since they often lack the basic skills needed to adjust to life in South
               Korea, the ministry of unification, which handles defectors, established a transit
               center called Hanawon (House of Unity) in 1999, to which new arrivals are sent for three months after security
               interrogations. Inmates learn how to use ATMs, drive, shop, and other skills. They
               also receive medical and dental treatment. They are kept under tight security with
               guards and barbed wire fences and are not allowed to travel on their own until they
               have completed the training period. The original institution, south of Seoul, handled 200 defectors at a time. A second facility, on the same site and with a
               similar capacity, dates from 2004. In 2011, another facility was established, also
               not far from the Seoul area. Not all defectors have settled. Some have found the period
               of forced isolation on arrival frustrating and claim that the environment is hostile
               rather than welcoming. Others have complained of excessive involvement by Christian evangelical groups. Whatever training they receive in the Hanawon does not really equip many of them to go it alone in South Korean society. Many admit
               to missing their homes and families. A few have even gone back to North Korea. One
               of these was Lim Ji-hyun, who had become a popular figure on South Korean television
               after leaving the North in 2014. In July 2017, she apparently appeared in a YouTube
               video, together with another former defector, Kim Man Bok, saying that she had made
               a mistake and had slandered North Korea. There were suspicions that she had been captured
               while visiting China, but these were not proved. At that time, the South Korean Unification
               Ministry told a British Broadcasting Corporation reporter that only 25 defectors were
               known to have returned to the North between 2012 and 2017.
            

            
            Prominent North Korean defectors have included the deputy head of the North Korean
               Central News Agency, Yi Su Gun, who fled to the South in 1967 while covering a Military Armistice Commission meeting at Panmunjom. He was later accused of being a spy and executed. The most senior was Hwang Jang-yop, supposed architect of juche, the North Korean political philosophy, and tutor to the North Korean leader Kim Jong Il, in 1997. He died in Seoul of natural causes in October 2010. In 2016, Thae Yong Ho, then number two in the North Korean embassy in Great Britain, became the highest ranking diplomat to defect to South Korea. He was accompanied
               by his wife and two sons. Other diplomats, some more senior, have gone to third countries,
               including the United States. Several others have made unverifiable claims about their
               former closeness to the center of the North Korean leadership.
            

            
            The number of defectors from South to North since the end of the Korean War is believed
               to be very small, but it includes some prominent figures, such as Choi Hong-hi, a former military officer and later sportsman. From time to time, there are reports
               of South Koreans being kidnapped and taken to the North. One such case was that of
               South Korean missionary Kim Tong-shin, who disappeared from North China in 2000 and
               was allegedly taken to North Korea. Fishermen and farmers in the Demilitarized Zone have also been taken from time to time.
            

            
            See also ASSASSINATION AND ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS; COMMITTEE FOR ASSISTING THE RETURN OF DISPLACED CIVILIANS; COMMITTEE FOR REPATRIATION OF PRISONERS OF WAR; FAMILY REUNIONS; HIJACKING OF SOUTH KOREAN AIRPLANES; LONG-TERM PRISONERS REPATRIATION; SAKHALIN KOREANS’ RETURN.
            

         

         
         	DEFENSE SECURITY COMMAND

         
         	
            A military intelligence organization of the Ministry of Defense, primarily responsible
               for security within the national defense forces. There were originally separate organizations for the army, navy, and air force,
               which began with the Army Counterintelligence Corps in October 1950. The organization
               appears to have been based on the system of political officers used in the Chinese military under the Guomindang (Kuomintang), which in turn may have derived from the
               system in use in the armed forces of the Soviet Union (Russia).
            

            
            Under President Park Chung-hee, the separate units were combined into the Defense Security Command in October 1977
               as part of a growing number of security organizations designed to watch each other.
               One unit would now watch out for subversive or pro–North Korean developments among all the armed forces through small subunits placed in all major
               military units and would report directly to the minister of defense. It would also
               handle civilian subversive activities. Following Park’s assassination in October 1979, General Chun Doo-hwan, who had been appointed to head the command in February 1979, carried out an investigation
               into Park’s killers while plotting his own December 1979 coup. The command remained very important during Chun’s presidency, carrying out such
               activities as the 1980 “massacre of the mass media.” Under Chun’s successor, Roh Tae-woo, officers from the command were in theory removed from both the National Assembly and the Agency for National Security Planning (now the National Intelligence Service). It is widely believed, however, that the command still operates outside the purely
               military sphere.
            

            
            See also CAPITAL GARRISON COMMAND; NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	DEMILITARIZED ZONE (DMZ)

         
         	
            With the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement on 27 July 1953, a 225 km (50 mile) military demarcation line, based on the line of actual control of each side when the fighting stopped, zigzagged
               across the Korean Peninsula and established a new boundary between South and North Korea. This replaced the 38th parallel as the division line between the two Koreas. At the same time, the Demilitarized Zone
               was established along the military demarcation line. This zone is 4 km (2.5 miles)
               wide, 2 km (1.25 miles) on each side of the line. A 3.05-meter-high (10-foot-high)
               fence was erected on each edge of the zone, guarded by heavily armed guards posted
               outside it. All civilian dwellings inside the DMZ were removed, but some farmers were
               allowed to farm there. The truce village of Panmunjom is located at the point in the western DMZ where the main North–South highways meet.
               At the end of 2000, administrative jurisdiction over the southern half of the zone
               passed from the United Nations Command to the South Korean military. Despite its name, the DMZ was never really demilitarized.
               There were land mines, some dating back to the Korean War, others planted in subsequent years. Both sides appear to have set up trip-wire-operated
               weapons in the area, which were sometimes triggered by animals, leading to wider exchanges
               of fire. There were incidents involving defectors from both sides, which again often
               led to shooting. North Korean commandos passed through the zone on occasion, sometimes
               attacking installations on the South side. Although never openly admitted, South Korean
               forces are widely believed to have done so as well, at least in the immediate postwar
               period but possibly at later times as well. U.S. president William Jefferson Clinton called the DMZ the “scariest place on earth” in 1993, a phrase that became popular
               among tourists and journalists. Improved relations brought about by the North–South Summits of 2018
               have led to moves to remove land mines and to the beginning of demilitarizing the
               Joint Security Area. If good relations between North and South and the moves continue, the zone may finally
               live up to its name.
            

            
            See also CAMP BONIFAS.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC JUSTICE PARTY (Minju chongudang)
         

         
         	
            In January 1981, the supporters of President Chun Doo-hwan formed this new political party with Chun as its president. Lee Jong-chan, a former member of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (now the National Intelligence Service), was its floor leader (chief whip). It became the ruling party in the National Assembly. In April 1988, Chun’s successor, Roh Tae-woo, replaced Chun as president. In February 1990, it merged with the Reunification Democratic Party and the New Democratic Republican Party to become the Democratic Liberal Party.
            

            
            See also KIM CHUN-SU (1922–2004); KIM HAK-JOON (1943–); LEE HAN-DONG (1934–); PARK TAE-JOON (1927–2012); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC KOREA PARTY (DKP) (Minju hangukdang, or Minhandang)
         

         
         	
            In January 1981, a group of dissidents formed a new political party with Yu Chi-song
               as its president. In 1984, it was absorbed into the New Korea Democratic Party.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC LABOR PARTY (Minju nodondang)
         

         
         	
            The Democratic Labor Party began in 2000, bringing together various “progressive forces”
               and claiming to represent labor, students, peasants, and other dispossessed groups;
               it was seen as close to the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions. The party enjoyed some success in the 2002 local elections, winning two mayoral
               slots in the industrial city of Ulsan. By October 2002, it claimed 30,000 members, of whom 13,000 were trade unionists.
               In the 2004 National Assembly elections, the party gained 10 seats. Soon, however, two distinct groups emerged.
               One was the “equality faction,” also known as the “people’s democracy faction,” which
               favored a concentration on social welfare and civil liberties. The other was the “autonomy
               faction.” The latter pursued an anti–United States policy and called for better relations with North Korea. This group was widely seen as following a pro–North Korean agenda. After the 2007
               presidential election, won by the conservative Lee Myung-bak, the equality faction left and eventually formed the New Progressive Party. This
               failed to win any seats in the 2008 National Assembly elections and has virtually
               ceased to exist. The remainder of the Democratic Labor Party also contested the election,
               winning five seats. In December 2011, the Democratic Labor Party, the People’s Participation
               Party, and part of the New Progressive Party agreed to merge to form the Unified Progressive Party.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY (Minju chayudang)
         

         
         	
            The merger of the ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP) and two minor parties—the Reunification Democratic Party (RDP) and the New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP)—created this new party. The agreement to form a “grand alliance” of the three
               parties was announced on 22 January 1990. The formal decision to form a new party
               was made on 9 February. By doing so, the new party secured an absolute majority in
               the National Assembly by including 127 lawmakers of the former DJP, 54 lawmakers of the former RDP, and
               56 lawmakers of the former NDRP, resulting in having 18 more seats than the opposition,
               thus allowing the government to pass any bills. Only five lawmakers of the former
               RDP refused to join the new party. When the representatives of the three parties met
               on 9 February and made a formal decision to form a new party, they chose Roh Tae-woo, Kim Young-sam, and Kim Jong-pil as supreme representatives of the new party, forming the party leadership of a troika.
               In 1996, the party was renamed the New Korea Party (2).
            

            
            See also LEE MYUNG-BAK (1941–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; SOHN HAK-KYU (1947–).
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC NATIONALIST PARTY (Minju kungmindang)
         

         
         	
            In February 1949, the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party merged with several other conservative groups to form an anti–Rhee Syngman political party under the leadership of Shin Ik-hui. Its leadership group boasted many prominent individuals, including Cho Pyong-ok. Among its aims was to institute a responsible cabinet system in order to strengthen
               parliamentary democracy. It failed in its opposition to constitutional amendments in 1952 and 1954. Many of its members were involved in the Pusan political disturbance of 1952. After suffering much under the repressive measures of the government, it
               was reorganized into the Democratic Party in September 1955.
            

            
            See also KIM SONG-SU (1891–1955); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Minjudang)
         

         
         	
            Shortly after the passage of the constitutional amendments in November 1954, the members of the Democratic Nationalist Party formed the Society of the Comrades for the Protection of the Constitution and solicited
               wider support among the people. To strengthen their anti-autocracy struggle, in September
               1955 they reorganized their party in an enlarged Democratic Party with Shin Ik-hui, Cho Pyong-ok, and Chang Myon as its supreme committee members. It became the majority party in the aftermath of
               the fall of the First Republic, and the National Assembly elected its leaders, Yun Po-son and Chang Myon, as the president and prime minister, respectively, of the Second Republic.
            

            
            The party was badly split into the old and new factions, and when the latter gained
               prominence under Chang Myon’s leadership, the old faction broke away, forming the
               New Democratic Party (shinmindang) in October 1960. The Democratic Party, along with others, was dissolved following
               the military revolution of May 1961. However, when a dozen new political parties emerged in the spring and summer of
               1963, Pak Sun-chon established a new Democratic Party in July. In May 1965, this party and the Civil Rule Party (Minjongdang) were united into the Masses Party (Minjungdang). In order to strengthen the opposition group, in February 1967 the Masses Party
               and the New Korea Party (1) (Shin hankukdang; formed in May 1966) were united into another New Democratic Party (Shin minjudang), which became the main opposition party under the leadership of Yu Chin-o.
            

            
            The third Democratic Party was formed in June 1990 by Yi Ki-taek and others who refused
               to follow Kim Young-sam when he merged his Reunification Democratic Party (Tongil minjudang) with the Democratic Justice Party (Minju chongudang) and the New Democratic Republican Party (Shin minju konghwadang) to form the Democratic Liberal Party in February 1990. In September 1991, Yi Ki-taek of the Democratic Party and Kim Dae-jung of the New Democratic Party agreed to merge their parties, bringing the fourth Democratic
               Party into existence with Kim and Yi as copresidents.
            

            
            Yet another Democratic Party emerged as the successor to the Uri Party when it fell apart in 2007. The remaining members of the Uri Party joined forces with
               the newly established United New Democratic Party, and the new grouping became the
               Democratic Party. It did not last long. Following yet another merger, in 2011, it
               became the Democratic United Party (DUP), with Moon Jae-in as its 2012 presidential candidate. Moon lost to Park Geun-hye and the DUP, having merged with the New Politics Party to become the New Politics
               Alliance for Democracy. This split in 2016. The main group of the party, which supported
               Moon, renamed itself the Democratic Party. Following the impeachment of President
               Park Geun-hye, Moon won the presidency in May 2017 as the Democratic Party nominee.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA

         
         	
            See NORTH KOREA.
            

         

         
         	DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY (Minju konghwadang)
         

         
         	
            A party established in February 1963 by the leaders of the military revolution of 16 May 1961, including Kim Jong-pil, with General Park Chung-hee as its president. It became the ruling party, remaining as such until 1979. It was
               dissolved along with other political organizations in May 1980, but in 1981 it was
               revived as the New Democratic Republican Party (Shin minju konghwadang) under the leadership of Kim Jong-pil.
            

            
            See also KIM CHUNG-YUL (1917–1992); PAIK TOO-CHIN (1909–1993); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; SAENARA DATSUN AUTOMOBILE SCANDAL; SHIN HYUN-HWAK (1920–2007); YUN CHI-YOUNG (1898–1996).
            

         

         
         	DEMOGRAPHICS

         
         	
            See SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS.
            

         

         
         	DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND RECOGNITION

         
         	
            With the emergence of two separate states on the Korean Peninsula in 1948, it was
               natural that they should compete against each other for diplomatic recognition. At
               first, there was a clear division. The Soviet Union (now Russia) and its allies recognized North Korea, while the United States and Western countries recognized South Korea on the basis of United Nations resolutions, although relatively few established diplomatic missions in Seoul at that time.
            

            
            The emergence of newly independent states in the late 1950s as decolonization began
               to take effect prompted the two Koreas into competition for diplomatic recognition.
               The South Korean government operated a “Hallstein Doctrine,” similar to that of West
               Germany (German Federal Republic), from which the name came, whereby it would break off relations
               with countries that established links with the North. This worked well for years.
               By 1965, South Korea had diplomatic relations with 64 countries, the North with 24.
               Following the North–South July 1972 statement on Korean unification, the South announced that it would no longer oppose the establishment of diplomatic
               relations with the North. This announcement, and the abolition of the United Nations Commission for Reunification and Rehabilitation of Korea in 1973, led to a steady increase in diplomatic recognition of both North and South.
               By March 1973, 86 countries recognized the South and 47 the North; 11 recognized both.
               By December 1976, recognition was almost equal, with 94 for the South, 90 for the
               North, and 46 recognizing both. Thereafter, the competition rather petered out until
               the end of the 1980s, when, following President Roh Tae-woo’s policy of Nordpolitik, the South began cultivating the East European countries. Diplomatic relations were
               established with Hungary in 1989, and most of the socialist countries followed soon
               thereafter.
            

            
            The North, faced with increasing economic problems, began closing posts in the 1990s
               (the South would do the same after the 1997 Asian financial crisis), while some of those who remained were involved in illegal activities such as drug
               smuggling in order to support themselves. Only in late 1999 did the North, with the
               establishment of diplomatic relations with Italy, once again appear to be expanding
               its diplomatic contacts, though this time with the positive encouragement of South
               Korea. Australia and the Philippines soon followed Italy. In October 2000, Great Britain, the Netherlands, and Germany announced their intention of establishing relations
               with North Korea. The trend continued into 2001, with New Zealand establishing relations
               in March of that year. By then, the old sense of competition between the two Koreas
               for diplomatic recognition had ceased. Even the return to more conservative rule in
               the South from 2008 did not see a revival.
            

            
            See also CROSS-RECOGNITION; FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	DONG-A ILBO

         
         	
            The Dong-A Ilbo (also transcribed as Donga Ilbo, Tong-A Ilbo, and Tonga Ilbo), together with the Chosun Ilbo, dates from the relatively liberal regime introduced by the Japanese in 1920 after the suppression of the Samil Undong (March First Movement). The founder was the educationalist, business magnate, and later politician Kim Song-su. Like the Chosun Ilbo, the newspaper quickly became a regular critic of the Government-General of Korea. It was frequently suspended, most notably when in a photo it blurred the Japanese
               flag on the shirt of Sohn Kee-chung, the Korean winner of the marathon at the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games in Germany. Like all other Korean publications, Dong-A Ilbo was completely closed down in 1940 as Japan moved increasingly onto a war footing.
            

            
            It reappeared in 1945 and has continued to publish ever since. Kim Song-su died in
               1955, and control over the newspaper passed to his son, Kim Sang-man. Although conservative in its politics, it was not afraid to criticize successive
               governments from Rhee Syngman onward. This regularly got the publisher into trouble with the authorities, especially
               under President Park Chung-hee’s Yushin rule in the 1970s. For a time, the government stopped all advertising in the newspaper.
               It survived because of Kim Sang-man’s determination and the support of its readers.
               Indeed, it is said that many bought the paper even though they disagreed with its
               politics because they felt the cause of press freedom was worth upholding. Others
               bought advertising space to replace what had been lost.
            

            
            Dong-A Ilbo did not stick to straightforward news reporting. From the 1930s, when it launched
               the New Woman, later Dong-A Woman, it regularly pioneered new trends in journalism, publishing supplements on sports,
               on the arts, and for children. From the 1960s, it also had a broadcasting channel.
               It lost this and parts of its publishing empire in the “massacres of the mass media” that followed Chun Doo-hwan’s coup, when it was also forced to dismiss many journalists. Kim Sang-man protected
               some of them but could not find alternative posts for all those dismissed. The newspaper’s
               failure to defend all of its staff led to critical comments about its management by
               the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea (2005–2010), although the commission accepted that the government was most to blame.
               The paper, which had already claimed that the commission was too left wing in its
               composition, rejected the criticisms.
            

            
            Dong-A Ilbo continues to be one of South Korea’s leading newspapers. It has correspondents in
               several cities and widespread links with other newspaper groups. It returned to broadcasting
               in December 2011, when it launched the Channel A cable service. The Kim family is
               still involved, although not as closely as in the past.
            

            
            See also KIM HAK-JOON (1943–); PARK KWON-SANG (1929–2014).
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         	EAST BERLIN CASE

         
         	
            On 8 July 1967, the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (now the National Intelligence Service) announced that some Koreans had been arrested in connection with an alleged antistate
               espionage (pro–North Korean) team based in East Berlin, then the capital of the German Democratic Republic (East Germany). A total of 17 alleged leaders of this spy ring
               were abducted to Seoul via the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany). Along with those who were arrested
               in South Korea, they were tried under the Anti-Communism Law. This was known as the “case of East Berlin.” Of the 34 indicted, 2 were given the
               death sentence, 1 a life term, and the rest various prison terms. Five of those who
               were abducted from East Berlin were allowed to return to West Germany in March 1969.
               The death sentence given to two of them was later commuted to life imprisonment.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS.
            

         

         
         	EAST SEA/SEA OF JAPAN

         
         	
            East Sea and Sea of Japan are names given to the stretch of water that lies between
               the Korean east coast and Japan. During the Japanese colonial period, the name “Sea of Japan” was formally registered
               with the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) in 1929. Since then, it has
               been so listed in the IHO’s publication Limits of Oceans and Seas. After the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, successive South Korean
               governments have sought to at least have both names accepted, arguing that “East Sea”
               or even “East Sea of Korea” has a much longer pedigree than “Sea of Japan,” which,
               it is claimed, only came into general use from the end of the 18th century. After
               South Korea joined the United Nations in 1992, it took its case to the sixth (and subsequent) United Nations Conference
               on the Standardization of Geographical Names in 1992 and to the 15th IHO Conference
               in 1997. At the same time, it conducted a campaign to persuade commercial map publishers
               and others to use “East Sea.” Some have done so, while others put both terms on maps.
               However, at the 18th IHO Conference in Monaco in 2012, the organization decided to
               postpone consideration of the issue until the next conference, in 2017. Many South
               Korean private organizations also regularly take up the issue. North Korea also claims that “East Sea of Korea” is the correct name. Most countries, including
               the United States, follow the IHO position.
            

            
            See also TERRITORIAL DISPUTES; TOKTO DISPUTE.
            

         

         
         	EC 121, DOWNING OF

         
         	
            On 15 April 1969, a U.S. naval reconnaissance aircraft with 31 crew members on board
               was shot down by North Korean MiG fighter planes over the East Sea/Sea of Japan at a point 165 kilometers (95 miles) south of the port of Chongjin on North Korea’s
               east coast. All those on board were killed. The United States claimed that the incident took place over international waters. The aircraft was
               equipped to monitor both ELINT (electromagnetic intelligence) and SIGINT (signals
               intelligence) and had been engaged in reconnaissance activity along the eastern coast
               of North Korea from its home base at Atsuki, Japan. Although there were demands in the United States and in South Korea for firm action
               against the North, in the event, nothing was done.
            

            
            See also BLUE HOUSE; PUEBLO, USS.
            

         

         
         	ECKARDT, ANDREAS (1884–1974)

         
         	
            Andreas Eckardt (Ludwig Otto Eckardt) was the founder of Korean scholarship in Germany, best known for his study of the Korean language and Korean arts. He was born in
               Munich, where he attended university. After his graduation in 1905, he joined the Benedictine religious order, taking
               the name Andreas, and was ordained a priest. The Benedictines were already established
               in Korea, where they had a monastery in Seoul. Eckardt joined this group in 1908 and spent the next 20 years in Korea. At that
               stage, the Benedictines were not engaged in missionary work but ran a craft school
               and a teacher training establishment. Eckardt taught at the latter until it was closed
               by the Japanese. He then began to focus his attention on the study of Korean. From 1920, the Benedictines
               began missionary work in the north of the country and in neighboring Manchuria. Eckardt was one of those who moved to this area. He did much traveling and continued
               his Korean studies. In 1923, he published a two-volume grammar of the Korean language.
               In 1929, A History of Korean Art, the first Western-language account of the arts of Korea, was published in German
               and English. Later works covered Korean music and legends. His study of Korean music was reissued by a Bonn publisher as Musik-Lied-Tanz in Korea (Music-song-dance in Korea) in 1968. He was also involved in the study of Korean architecture
               and archaeology, as well as teaching classical languages and art history at Keijo
               Imperial University, the forerunner of Seoul National University.
            

            
            Eckardt left Korea in 1929, returning to Germany. In 1930, he received a PhD from
               Würzburg University. Around the same time, he left the Benedictine order and ceased
               to be a priest. He worked as an educator but lost his post when the National Socialists
               came to power in 1933. From then until the outbreak of World War II in 1939, he devoted
               himself to devising a universal written language. It has not survived. During the
               war, in which he engaged in language work for the military, he married. Postwar, he
               worked on adult education centers until he became a lecturer in Korean studies at
               the University of Munich in 1957, a post he held until just before he died in 1974.
               The post had previously been held by Li Mirok, author of the novel The Yalu Flows. In 1962, South Korean president Yun Po-sun awarded him the country’s highest honor for cultural activities.
            

            
            See also CHRISTIANITY.
            

         

         
         	ECONOMY

         
         	
            The introduction to this volume provides an account of South Korea’s economic development
               up to the early stages of the recovery from the 1997 Asian financial crisis. To widespread international surprise, this recovery generally continued, though
               internal and external factors had adverse effects. Reform of the chaebol did not go as far as many expected, but it was maintained. Reform of the banks and opening up of the banking sector to the outside world also continued. In 2001,
               the estimated gross domestic product (GDP) was US$865 billion, with per capita GDP
               at $18,000. (These are purchasing power parity, or PPP, rates.) Real growth was 3.3
               percent, much lower than in the two previous years; inflation was 4.3 percent; and
               unemployment was down to 3.9 percent. The labor force numbered 22 million. Of this
               number, 69 percent were in services, 21.5 percent in industry, and 9.5 percent in agriculture. Domestic consumption continued to be strong, helped by the low unemployment rate.
               Main industries included electronics, automobile production, chemicals, shipbuilding,
               steel, textiles, clothing, footwear, and processed foods. Trade was down, but the trade balance improved in South Korea’s favor. Total exports were
               $1,504.4 billion; imports were $1,411 billion. The country’s main trading partners
               were the United States, Japan, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Saudi Arabia, and Australia.
            

            
            In 2002, growth was estimated at 5.8 percent, despite low economic activity worldwide
               and the dampening effects of World Cup 2002 on production. On the same PPP terms, GDP reached $931 billion, and per capita GDP
               $19,400. Unemployment fell slightly, to 3.1 percent. The division of labor remained
               more or less the same as in 2001. Trade figures were $159.2 billion exports and $146.6
               billion imports, with the same pattern of trading partners. The United States remained
               South Korea’s main trading partner, followed by Japan and China.
            

            
            From ca. 2000 onward, there was a major shift in the economy. Under President Kim Dae-jung, the South Korean economy moved away from the pattern established in the 1960s and
               1970s. The state drew back from the tight control that it had then exercised, and
               the country became more market oriented. Foreign companies began to establish a stronger
               position in South Korea, although many did not find it easy.
            

            
            While the days of double-digit growth did not return, South Korea’s overall economic
               performance remained good, with year-on-year increases averaging 3 to 4 percent. The
               success of its post-1997 restructuring and its fundamental economic strength was demonstrated
               during the 2008 world economic crisis. Things were bad for a time. President Lee Myung-bak was forced to abandon his ambitious “747 Plan,” which was designed to provide 7 percent
               annual growth, double per capita income to $40,000, and make the country’s economy
               the seventh largest in the world. The won fell, inflation rose, and the balance of
               payments was negative. Rather than reaching the highly improbable level of $40,000,
               per capita GNP dropped back to under $20,000. But the following year, the economy
               showed many positive characteristics compared with other advanced economies.
            

            
            The economy’s strong points, as always, included a highly educated and motivated workforce. It was true that industrial unrest grew, but despite the
               belief among many foreigners that this was a major issue, the trend seemed to be that
               as unions grew stronger, the number of disputes, including those involving foreign
               investors, actually fell. Government statistics showed that between 2004 and 2007,
               for example, the total number of strikes fell from 462 to 115, while those involving
               foreign-invested companies went down from 34 to 11 over the same period. It was also
               noted that the majority of the disputes were in sectors involving metalworkers, with
               most other areas rarely if ever affected.
            

            
            Other positive aspects include the development of information technology (IT) and
               related industries, in which South Korea was the world leader in many sectors by the
               mid-2000s. This was helped by its position as the world’s largest memory chip maker,
               with Samsung and Hynix accounting for over 50 percent of the total production of random-access
               memory chips. This position has been maintained, as has Samsung’s dominance of the
               world cell-phone market, although much of the manufacturing is now done offshore.
               The development of new industries has not replaced older ones. The shipbuilding and
               auto industries continue to thrive, although the number one spot in the case of shipbuilding,
               which South Korea still held in 2008, passed to China. Korean companies maintain their
               edge, they claim, in the quality ship market.
            

            
            But the Korean economy is not without problems. Not all of them are immediate. The
               effects of the aging population, while noticeable in the changes in immigration patterns, are not yet critical. The relevant smallness of the domestic market and
               the resulting high external dependence makes the economy always vulnerable to changes
               on the international scene. Trading patterns have changed, and the main economic partner,
               which used to be the United States or Japan, is now China, with which there are a
               number of political problems. That said, this is something that South Korea has faced
               and usually coped with since the beginning of its economic takeoff.
            

            
            The figures have been positive. By 2006, GNP per capita was $20,045. As noted, it
               fell back during the early stages of the 2007–2008 world economic crisis, but it eventually
               recovered. By 2012, it was $32,000. South Korea was then the world’s seventh-largest
               importing ($520.5 billion) and exporting ($548.2 billion) country. The workforce was
               25.18 million in 2012, and 28.76 million in 2014. Aware of the constant need for innovation,
               the government has emphasized the need for development. A problem to overcome is that
               while 3.7 percent of GDP was spent on research and development, one of the highest
               figures in the OECD, most of this comes from private companies rather than universities or research institutes. It is thus geared to commercial developments rather than to
               broader scientific purposes. This explains why President Park Geun-hye established a ministry to deal with science, IT, and future planning and produced
               a creative economic action plan in 2013. The country became one of the highest users
               of the internet, with over 80 percent of the population connected. Despite Park’s
               growing political problems, the economy continued to perform well in the following
               years. In 2017, the World Bank estimated that GDP was US$1,531 trillion. GDP per capita
               was $29,742. Growth was around 3.1 percent per annum. The U.S. Central Intelligence
               Agency, using purchasing parity-power-based figures, gave somewhat higher figures
               of $2,035 trillion for total GDP and $39,500 per capita. The steady shift away from
               agriculture continued. By 2017, it only accounted for 2.2 percent of the workforce.
               Industry was 39.3 percent, while services’ share was 58.3 percent. Unemployment hovered
               between 2 and 3 percent but continued to be high among the young. Over the years,
               free trade agreements were concluded with a number of countries, including Australia
               and the European Union. China was the major trading partner, followed by the United States and Japan. The
               election of Donald Trump as U.S. president in 2016 caused concern, as he withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Trade
               Pact and threatened to use tariffs against countries that he felt were benefiting
               from trade at the expense of the United States.
            

            
            President Moon Jae-in, elected in 2017 after the fall of President Park Geun-hye, pledged to revitalize
               the economy and to tackle issues such as youth unemployment. Little happened, however.
               Some believe he was distracted by other issues, especially relations with North Korea.
               Others think the administration just lacked any real measures for change. Growth rates
               declined, and far from falling, youth unemployment continued to rise. Global Security
               noted that in April 2018, young graduates made up 36 percent of those out of work.
               The failure to solve the economic problems was seen as a major factor in the declining
               popularity of Moon and his administration.
            

            
            See also KIM JAE-IK (1938–1983); KIM KI-HWAN (1932–); NAM DUCK-WOO (1924–2013); NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS.
            

         

         
         	EDUCATION

         
         	
            Education up to the end of the colonial period is described in the introduction to
               this volume. Korea’s liberation from Japan in 1945 provided a turning point for educational development, although progress was
               slow because of a shortage of funds and trained teachers. Those Korean colleges that
               had been closed down by the Japanese were reopened and became universities, and private schools slowly began to appear. The United States Army Military Government, while maintaining the Japanese centralized national education system, introduced
               the U.S. school system of six years of primary school, followed by three middle and three
               high school years, with a four-year college period. It also published new textbooks
               and trained teachers at various institutes. When the republic was inaugurated, the
               U.S. system was kept in place. The 1948 Constitution guaranteed equal educational opportunity, making elementary education compulsory and
               free. The Education Law of December 1949 set out the purposes of education. While all public primary schools
               were coeducational, separate public middle and high schools were established for boys
               and girls.
            

            
            The outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 delayed the implementation of the six-year plan for compulsory education,
               originally due to begin in 1950, until 1954. The war and the disruption that it caused
               had a major impact on education through the destruction of schools and the loss of
               many teachers. For some years, many schools operated without permanent premises. But
               by the end of 1959, 95 percent of all school-aged children were enrolled in primary
               schools. These operated in two shifts. A five-year plan for vocational education was
               implemented in 1958, and the Industrial Educational Promotion Law followed in 1963.
               A significant step was taken in 1969 with the extension of compulsory education to
               the ninth grade and the abolition of the entrance examination for middle schools.
               With this, the ratio of primary school graduates advancing to middle schools reached
               98.7 percent in 1987. In that year, 91.9 percent of middle school graduates went on
               to academic and vocational high schools. In 1992, three-year compulsory middle school
               education was extended to rural areas. There has been a steady decline in the number
               of primary schools in rural areas as more people have moved to cities. School attendance
               at all levels peaked toward the end of the 1980s and has declined ever since as the
               population ages. This decline has helped reduce class sizes at all levels. By 2001,
               they had dropped to an average of 30 pupils per class. The trend has continued, and
               by 2012, the average class size across all levels was fewer than 20 students.
            

            
            The government paid particular attention to the promotion of secondary vocational
               and technical schools, as well as higher education. Many private colleges and universities
               were established along with primary and secondary schools of various kinds, contributing
               toward rapid educational development and an increase in skilled workers. In April
               1974, two years after the nongovernmental Korean Educational Development Institute (KEDI) was founded, the government established the National Institute of Education
               to carry out comprehensive research for the development of educational theories and
               practice in the sociocultural context of Korea and improvement of educational programs.
               In March 1985, the Presidential Commission for Educational Reform was established
               with a mandate to formulate a comprehensive set of reform measures for educational
               policy and administration to promote education for the 21st century. As a result,
               changes were introduced in the late 1980s, with further modifications being made subsequently.
            

            
            The government began the introduction of computers at all educational levels in the
               1990s. By April 2001, all primary and secondary schools in the country were equipped
               with personal computers and had access to the internet. There were also administrative
               links between the Ministry of Education and schools via computer links. Figures from
               2012 indicated that 58 percent of students in primary schools used the internet. In
               middle schools, the figure was 60 percent, and in high schools, 84 percent. In higher
               education, it was 98 percent. These figures reflected the high usage of the internet
               in the country as a whole.
            

            
            Special schools for children with disabilities were established in the colonial period,
               with a particular concentration on the blind and the deaf. By 1997, there were 109
               special institutions, with a total enrollment of 22,569. This had increased to 134
               institutions, with 23,769 students, by 2002. Of these, 47 were public and 87 were
               private. In 2002, there were 12 schools for children with visual impairments, 19 for
               the deaf, 18 for the physically handicapped, 85 for the mentally handicapped, and
               4 for the emotionally handicapped. In 2002, the Ministry of Education introduced an
               affirmative action program to help more handicapped children attend university. Not
               all children with disabilities went to special schools, and since 2007, the ministry
               has also pursued a program to integrate handicapped children into ordinary schools,
               with somewhat mixed results.
            

            
            Preschool education is not compulsory but has been steadily expanded in recent years.
               In 1965, 19,466 children attended kindergarten/day-care centers. By 1997, the number
               had risen to 586,000 enrolled in over 9,000 institutions throughout the country. However,
               the numbers in kindergarten dropped in subsequent years, possibly a reflection of
               the country’s economic problems. In 2001, the number was down to 545,912, though this
               represented a slight increase over the previous year. Numbers then began to pick up,
               and by 2005, there were 972,391 children aged from infancy to five years enrolled
               in 28,040 institutions, which more or less met the Ministry of Education’s plans to
               have 90 percent of kindergarten-aged children admitted to such schools by 2005. As
               in health care, most of the facilities are private and are heavily concentrated in urban rather
               than rural areas.
            

            
            Less-formal education has also developed, under both the government and private organizations.
               Until the early 1960s, nonformal education consisted of literacy campaigns, civil
               education, agricultural extension, and adult education. These programs not only reduced
               the rate of illiteracy among the adult population, especially in rural areas, but
               also provided practical knowledge and technology for life in a rapidly changing world.
               Rapid cultural, economic, and social transformation of Korean society from the 1960s
               onward increased the need for a more organized and systematic form of continuing or
               lifelong education. As a result, the government created a “nonformal education division”
               in the Ministry of Education’s Bureau of Social and International Education and expanded
               and strengthened nonformal educational programs. Civic schools were established for
               young people who had not completed a primary school education, and civic high schools
               were set up for those who were unable to attend formal middle and high schools. Trade
               schools at primary and secondary levels were also established for those who had primary
               education but did not go on to secondary schools. Corporal punishment was formally
               abolished in all schools in 2011, but it still occurs.
            

            
            In 1972, the Air (Radio-TV) and Correspondence High School system was adopted to provide
               educational opportunities to those who had to start making their livelihood early.
               In 1974, junior college–level courses were added when the Korean Air and Correspondence
               University was established, offering 12 bachelor’s programs in 13 departments. Subsequent
               years saw a steady expansion of distance learning through these programs. In 1977,
               a program of special evening classes for young workers and evening secondary schools
               attached to industry was started, to be followed in 1982 by the open college programs.
               These national and private open colleges offered industrial workers with a high school
               education the chance to earn a college degree while working.
            

            
            A significant development since the 1990s has been the establishment of branches of
               foreign schools and universities in South Korea, which attract both Korean and overseas
               students. Most are at the tertiary level, but they also include high school equivalents,
               such as the North London Collegiate School for Girls from Great Britain, which in 2010 was the first foundation to open in the Global Education City established
               on Cheju Island. There has also been a steady increase in the number of South Korean children studying
               abroad. The total was 46,685 in 2000, which had risen to 77,295 by 2011–2012. Again,
               the largest number is in the tertiary section, but school students also go abroad.
               The most popular destination is the United States, but there are significant numbers
               in other countries. In some cases, fathers remain in Korea while the mothers and children
               go abroad.
            

            
            Korean education is deemed a success story, with attendance levels that make it number
               one among OECD countries. Since 2014, South Korea has been at the top every year in
               the non-profit-making New Jersey Minority Educational Development’s World Top Twenty
               Project, which looks at a wide range of factors in education across the world. South
               Korea has the highest total (80 percent) of high school students going on to university
               and the highest level of first degrees in OECD countries. But this comes at a price.
               South Korean children appear to spend more days in school than most other children—220
               days a year compared with 180 in the United States, for example. They also spend longer
               studying, with 13 hours a day being not uncommon at the secondary level. Not all of
               this is spent in formal class teaching. In many cases, children continue to work at
               school after the school day is over. There are also cramming schools that persist
               in spite of regular attempts since the 1980s to close them down. As examination time
               draws near, some children do not return home until after midnight. The demands of
               the examination system tend to squeeze out of the curriculum all but essential subjects,
               and parents and children complain that there is no time for sports, art, or other
               less academic activities. The desire to escape from the pressures of the Korean system
               is often given as a reason for sending children overseas for study. At the same time,
               some critics blame the high expectations of parents for the intense pressure on children
               to do well.
            

            
            See also ADOPTION; EDUCATION LAW; KOREAN FEDERATION OF  TEACHERS’ LABOR  UNIONS (KFTLU); NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS’ LABOR UNIONS; NATIONAL TEACHERS’ UNION; TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
            

         

         
         	EDUCATION LAW

         
         	
            Promulgated on 31 December 1949, this law set forth the basic direction and objectives
               of education and delineated the fundamental policy directions for education in the country. Education,
               according to the law, was to inculcate in everyone a sense of national identity and
               respect for national sovereignty. The law emphasized the development of the spirit
               of universal fraternity and ability to work for the common prosperity of all humankind.
            

         

         
         	ELECTIONS

         
         	
            Refer to appendixes C and D.

            
            See CONSTITUTION; CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS; LOCAL AUTONOMY; NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
            

         

         
         	EMERGENCY DECREES

         
         	
            President Park Chung-hee issued Emergency Decrees Nos. 1–3 in January 1974, banning criticism of the Yushin system. Decree No. 1 prohibited any agitation for constitutional revision, Decree
               No. 2 established the Emergency Court Martial, and Decree No. 3 was concerned with
               security of lives. These three were followed by Decree No. 4, issued in April 1974,
               which prohibited activities of various organizations associated with the student movement. These decrees were canceled in August 1974 following the assassination of Madam Yuk Young-su, wife of President Park. But new Emergency Decrees Nos. 5–9 were proclaimed in April
               and May 1975, dealing with campus unrest and the growing demand for constitutional
               revision. After Park’s assassination in October 1979, President Choe Kyu-ha canceled the emergency decrees. In March 2013, the Constitutional Court ruled that
               the decrees were not in accordance with the principles of democracy and that they
               had infringed citizens’ rights. No other president since Park has issued emergency
               decrees.
            

         

         
         	ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

         
         	
            It was not unusual in South Korea to be told that it was one of the most beautiful
               countries in the world, famous for its mountains and rivers, its clear skies, and
               its pure air. When Westerners first came to the peninsula in the 19th century, these
               were indeed features on which they remarked. However, observers also noted what would
               now be called environmental issues, including widespread deforestation and lack of
               sanitation. Some effort was made to tackle these issues during the last years of the
               Yi dynasty and under the Japanese. Reforestation, for example, was a priority of the Government-General of Korea, but wartime demands for timber often undid much of the work accomplished. New efforts
               were made after 1945, but the Korean War again saw widespread destruction of forests and major damage to the urban and rural
               infrastructure. Postwar reconstruction addressed environmental issues, as they were
               understood in the 1950s. Lack of funds and the need to get the country functioning
               quickly meant that what was done was often inadequate. Urban water supplies, for example,
               were often provided via milled steel pipes that over time became porous and thus dangerous
               to health.
            

            
            The push for industrialization under President Park Chung-hee (president 1961–1979), which continued under his successors, Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo, saw lip service paid to the need to protect the environment. The reality was that
               the economy took precedence over such needs. Little attention was paid to archaeological sites
               or beauty spots in the rush to build new highways and factories. The need for water
               meant that rivers were canalized and dammed. This sometimes created attractive lakes,
               but little attention was paid to the long-term environmental effects. Land reclamation,
               begun under the Japanese, continued, again with little concern for the long-term effects.
               By the mid-1980s, virtually all South Korean rivers were controlled. While this was
               valuable for agriculture, the combination of damming, the heavy use of fertilizer, and the spread of industrialization
               led to high concentrations of chemicals in the waters and the soil. This has been
               particularly marked in the case of the building of the 33 km (20.51 mile) Saemangum
               seawall in South Cholla Province. Begun in 1991 and completed in the mid-2000s, this
               destroyed the natural habitat of millions of migrating seabirds. To make matters worse,
               the land so created turned out to be heavily polluted by chemicals carried down by
               the contaminated rivers. Pictures published by the campaigning organization Birds
               Korea show a desolate and empty landscape. Rapid urbanization meant that cities were
               pushed to cope with the needs of growing populations; water supplies and sewage facilities
               were hard pressed to meet increasing demands. Air pollution, especially in Seoul and the surrounding area, was clearly visible and was made worse at certain times
               of the year by sandstorms originating in the Gobi Desert in China.
            

            
            From the late 1980s onward, the toll from industrialization and urbanization became
               apparent. During the 1990s, a series of major accidents, including the collapse of
               one bridge across the Han River in Seoul and of several buildings, leading to high
               casualties, began to cast doubt on the wisdom of the “development at all costs” approach.
               The Asian financial crisis at the end of the 1990s added to the sense that something was wrong. Concerns grew
               about the heavy dependency on nuclear power.
            

            
            The development of national parks was one sign of changed priorities; another was the spread of registered World Heritage sites. South Korean governments began formally to embrace international environment
               standards, and many international conferences were held in the country. Reforestation
               made its mark, and now Korean hillsides are well covered with scrub and trees, aided
               by the replacement of traditional forms of heating and cooking, which had involved
               much use of firewood, with more modern methods. The rapid decline of the rural population
               has also helped. Seoul, once slave to the automobile, began to change. More trees
               were planted, parks were established, and a degree of pedestrianization came about.
               New cities such as Songdo near Inchon were consciously “green” in their approach to development, with cycle paths and wide-open
               spaces. (That said, the development of both Inchon International Airport and Songdo
               on the mudflats in Inchon harbor destroyed the habitat of vast numbers of seabirds.)
               The then mayor of Seoul, the future president Lee Myung-bak, decided to restore the long-covered Chonggyechon River in 2003, an undertaking completed
               in 2005, which was hailed as a great green achievement.
            

            
            Lee pushed his green credentials as president, but as a former chief executive of
               the Hyundai Group, perhaps his heart was in a different place. He came into office with a grandiose
               plan to link the major rivers of South Korea. Economically and ecologically, this
               made little sense since South Korea already has a huge waterway in the seas that surround
               it on three sides, and it was rejected by the National Assembly. Lee returned to the charge with a lesser project for canalization, but that appears
               to have been quietly shelved by his successor, President Park Geun-hye.
            

            
            The record is therefore mixed. Increasing environmental awareness has led to undoubted
               improvements, but problems remain. Partly this comes from views about what counts
               as success: big is best, new is important, and people’s short-term needs come before
               the environment. The important, showy project still has attractions. The Korean love
               affair with the automobile, which only began at the end of the 1970s, has not abated.
               Some problems are not of the country’s making. Air pollution from domestic sources
               may have been reduced, but the sand from Central Asia and acid rain as a result of
               China’s economic development since the late 1970s are outside Korean control. Some
               attempt has been made to engage in international cooperation on these matters, but
               there is a long way to go. The 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Tohoku in Japan, and
               the consequent damage to nuclear facilities at Fukushima, increased concerns about
               South Korea’s heavy dependence on nuclear power.
            

         

         
         	EQUALITY LAW OF MALE AND FEMALE EMPLOYEES

         
         	
            See LABOR MOVEMENT.
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         	FAMILY COURT (Kajong popwon)
         

         
         	
            Set up in 1963, this court marked a new departure in South Korea’s judicial development
               and a new stage in the women’s movement. The court meets in private, and it deals with matrimonial and juvenile issues. In
               matrimonial cases, the court attempts mediation first. Only if that fails does it
               proceed to adjudication.
            

            
            See also SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS.
            

         

         
         	FAMILY LAW

         
         	
            South Korea’s 1948 Constitution provided for formal equality between the sexes. The reality, however, was that Korea
               remained a very male-oriented society, and this was reflected in practice and in the
               family law. The first formal introduction of a family law was in 1957, under President
               Rhee Syngman. This essentially took over the Japanese Government-General of Korea’s legal provisions dealing with the family. The law laid down the role of the husband/father
               as head of the family, in accordance with the principles of Confucianism. However, the 1957 law did allow married women to legally function separately from their husbands. Women were also allowed to inherit
               property and to be treated equally in divorce hearings. These concessions did not
               satisfy the growing women’s movement, which pressed for a much fuller set of rights.
            

            
            A further revision took place in 1977. From then on, a wife’s share of the inheritance
               from her husband was equal to that of the eldest son, and other changes to inheritance
               rules improved the position of women; the age for marriage without parental consent
               became equal for men and women; and a provision was introduced for divorce by agreement
               under the auspices of the Family Court.
            

            
            In the 1980s, pressure continued for reform as women played a more active role at
               all levels of society, leading to a further revision of the law in 1989. This effectively
               marked the legal end of male dominance of the family; however, the informal social
               dominance did not disappear. Men and women now had equal rights over their children;
               inheritance rules no longer discriminated in favor of husbands/male heirs; and the
               definition of relatives, for marriage purposes, was curtailed. Campaigners continue
               to press for more legal reforms, such as the abolition of the “crime” of adultery,
               in order to bring about full legal equality. There was a marked difference between
               the small number of men prosecuted for adultery and the large number of women, which
               particularly incensed activists.
            

            
            For those directly affected, the changes introduced from 1989 did not go far enough.
               The issue of marriage between those of the same surname was a particular problem.
               Although Korea has relatively few surnames, many of which were adopted only in the
               19th century as slaves and others who had not had surnames in the past acquired them,
               the Confucian tradition forbade marriages between people with the same surname and
               ancestral home even where there was no blood link. Some Koreans affected married abroad
               to avoid the restrictions, but such marriages were not, in theory, valid in Korea.
               Eventually, following a series of campaigns and amnesties that legalized theoretically
               forbidden marriages, the Constitutional Court ruled in 1997 that the ban on all marriages
               between those of the same surname was unconstitutional. Only marriages between those
               who were closer than third cousins were forbidden.
            

            
            The social pressures against such marriages proved harder to shift. The government
               of President Kim Dae-jung presented a bill to the National Assembly in November 1998 to repeal the relevant section of the civil code. This was rejected
               as a result of strong traditionalist objections to changing “the beautiful customs
               of Korea.” The bill was successfully reintroduced in 2004. Bills to control prostitution
               were passed at the same time. Social pressure to prevent same-name marriages has not
               entirely disappeared, but the opponents are less vocal than formerly. A major change
               came in 2008, with the introduction of a new family registration law. This abolished
               the old registration system under which a man was always head of the family. It also
               made it possible for new families to begin their own registration system and gave
               inheritance rights to adopted children. The latter could also perform the ancestral
               rites for their adopted parents. In 2015, the Constitutional Court ruled that the
               law against adultery was illegal. While homosexuality is tolerated, same-sex marriages
               or other forms of contract are not recognized, and conservative groups remain opposed
               to any change in the law. The then opposition Democratic Party attempted to introduce legislation to allow same-sex marriage in 2014 but failed to
               get enough support. More generally, there has been a steady growth in tolerance even
               if the legal position has not changed.
            

            
            See also SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS.
            

         

         
         	FAMILY REUNIONS

         
         	
            The Korean War left families divided, and the hostility in North Korea–South Korea relations meant that few people had any contact or news of relatives in the other part of the
               peninsula after 1953. Only with the beginning of the first North–South dialogue in
               1971 was the possibility of some form of direct contact raised. With the collapse
               of the dialogue in 1976, the desultory exchanges on the subject came to a halt. Discussions
               revived in the mid-1980s, and two small-scale reunions took place. Following an agreement
               reached in August 1985 in North–South Red Cross talks, members of separated families and folk art troupes, numbering 151 members from each
               country, arrived in Seoul and Pyongyang on 20 September 1985 for four-day visits.
            

            
            Although this relaxation was widely welcomed, contacts between North and South broke
               off in January 1986, and there was no follow-up on visits until August 2000. Then,
               following the historic June 2000 North–South Summit between the South Korean president, Kim Dae-jung, and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il, a further exchange was arranged. On 15 August 2000, 200 elderly people from each
               side visited Pyongyang and Seoul. The visit was also remarkable in that aircraft from
               each side were involved in the exchange. A further exchange took place in February
               2001, and from then on there were regular exchanges at least once every year until
               2007. In 2009, the South Korean Unification Ministry estimated that during the 16
               reunion meetings, over 20,000 family members had been able to meet. Others had taken
               part in seven video conferences, and a purpose-built facility had been created.
            

            
            After the October 2007 reunion, however, North Korea brought the contacts to an end
               following the election of the conservative Lee Myung-bak as South Korean president in December 2007 and the suspension of the Mount Kumgang tours in July 2008. The then head of the Hyundai Group, which had handled the Mount Kumgang tours and the practical arrangements for the
               reunions, made a visit to North Korea in August 2009 to discuss the closure of the
               tours. Kim Jong Il agreed that the reunions could restart around the fall chusok festival marked by both Koreas. This visit duly took place in late September 2009
               and was followed by a similar exchange in October 2010. But the two sides did not
               reach agreement on regular visits, and increasing tension in North–South relations
               meant that it was not until February 2014 that another reunion took place. The reunions
               continued spasmodically until 2015, with video conferences allowing more people to
               view and talk to each other. They were then suspended as relations once again deteriorated.
               As relations again improved in 2018, a new round of reunions took place in August
               at the Kumgang Resort. South Korea sent 93 people, including a 101-year-old man and
               a 100-year old woman; 35 of the party were over 90. The North sent 88 people, of whom
               62 were over 80.
            

            
            There are no figures for how many people in the North have relatives in the South.
               In the South, by 2009 some 130,000 had registered to be entered into the lottery that
               selects those to take part in reunions, but with the vast majority of those concerned
               being well over 70, the actual numbers still alive are estimated at about 80,000.
               Even if meetings were to resume, few people are likely to meet their separated relatives.
            

            
            There have been some unofficial family reunions in China and Japan. There are also other groups, such as Koreans in the United States with relatives in North Korea, who want to hold reunions, but so far political tensions
               have prevented this, and the situation seems unlikely to change in the foreseeable
               future.
            

            
            See also REUNITING OF SCATTERED FAMILY MEMBERS.
            

         

         
         	FARMERS’ DEMONSTRATIONS

         
         	
            Although South Korean farmers were often not happy with the policies of successive
               governments toward agriculture, they put on no public demonstrations until the emergence of the democratic movement
               after 1987. Then, on 13 February 1989, some 15,000 farmers from various parts of the
               country held a violent rally in front of the National Assembly building, clashing with police. It was led by the Preparation Committee for the Federation of Farmers Movement,
               a branch of the National Coalition for a People’s Democratic Movement that included many dissident groups. Other demonstrations followed, especially after
               the country’s adhesion to the World Trade Organization and then as the South Korean
               government began negotiating a series of free trade agreements (FTAs) from the late 1990s onward. The negotiations with the United States caused particular anxiety in the farming community, and protests continued long after
               the U.S. FTA came into force in March 2012. There were further farmers’ protests in
               2015 and 2016, which merged into the general protests against President Park Geun-hye and her administration. As far as the farmers were concerned, their main grievance
               was the collapse of rice prices in the wake of a series of good harvests and what
               they felt was the government’s failure to help them. During demonstrations that began
               in Seoul in September 2015, Baek Nam-gi, a former activist in the student movement turned farmer, was hit by a blast from a water cannon. Hospitalized and in a coma,
               he died 10 months later. This led farmers to again join in the protests against President
               Park, which ultimately led to her downfall in early 2017.
            

            
            See also CANDLELIGHT REVOLUTION 2016–2017.
            

         

         
         	FARRAR-HOCKLEY, SIR ANTHONY (1924–2006)

         
         	
            Sir Anthony Farrar-Hockley was born in Great Britain and joined the British army as a parachutist during World War II. He eventually rose
               to be commander in chief of Allied forces in Northern Europe. Over the years, he served
               in Palestine, Cyprus, Aden, and North Ireland, but he first achieved fame during the
               Korean War. In April 1951, Captain Farrar-Hockley was the adjutant of the Gloucestershire Regiment
               (the Glosters) at the battle of the Imjin River. The Glosters held off a major force
               of Chinese “People’s Volunteers” attempting to break through to the South Korean capital, Seoul. Although the Chinese advance was stopped, the Glosters were surrounded and most,
               including Farrar-Hockley and the commanding officer, Colonel Carne, were captured.
               All would remain prisoners of war until 1953. Farrar-Hockley made six attempts to
               escape captivity but was recaptured each time and severely punished by his Chinese
               captors. His account of his experiences, The Edge of the Sword, appeared in 1954, soon after his release, and has become a minor classic, regularly
               reprinted.
            

            
            Although he never served in Korea after the war, he continued to take an interest
               in the country. In later life, he was a regular and welcome visitor to South Korea
               and for many years was president of the British Korean veterans’ organization. He
               took part in television programs and seminars about the Korean War and was selected
               to write the official history of the British role in the war. This appeared in two
               volumes: A Distant Obligation in 1990 and An Honorable Discharge in 1995. It was well-received by both military and Korean specialists. He was decorated
               by the South Korean government while still a serving military officer, receiving the
               Order of Diplomatic Service Medal, Kanghwa, First Class. His death in 2006 was widely
               commemorated in South Korea.
            

            
            In his last year, his mind reverted to the days of his captivity. As he lost his hold
               on reality, he tried again and again to escape, as he had done in Korea.
            

         

         
         	FEDERATION OF KOREAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS (Taehan kyoyuk yonmaeng, or Kyoryon)
         

         
         	
            See NATIONAL TEACHERS’ UNION.
            

         

         
         	FEDERATION OF KOREAN TRADE UNIONS (FKTU)

         
         	
            See GENERAL FEDERATION OF KOREAN LABOR UNIONS.
            

         

         
         	FISHERIES

         
         	
            The fishing industry has long been important in Korea. With a long coastline and warm and cold currents
               meeting, the waters around the peninsula are good breeding grounds for fish; both
               tropical and cold-water fish can be caught. Available fish include sardines, mackerel,
               hair tails (saber fish), Alaskan pollock, herring, cod, halibut, squid, and shrimp.
               Cultural influences, such as the Buddhist prohibition against eating meat, encouraged the eating of fish. In the past, up to
               85 percent of the animal protein consumed in Korea came from fish, and it remains
               a major component of the modern diet; one estimate in 2005 was that South Koreans
               were consuming 48.1 kilograms (106 lbs.) of fish per annum. In the Japanese colonial period, the export of marine products became important. By the mid-1930s,
               Korea was the sixth- or seventh-largest fish exporter in the world, with a major share
               going to Japan. Sardines made up a high proportion of such exports until they were
               effectively fished out by 1939. Ordinary Koreans saw little of this despite the high
               catches. Much of the catch was processed not only for food but also for fertilizer
               and other products. Fishing and fish processing suffered a continuing decline during
               World War II, and at the end of the war, much of the offshore fishing fleet went to
               Japan. Inshore fishing was adversely affected by the Korean War, with widespread disruption to fish stocks and the destruction of many boats. The
               former markets for Korean fish had also largely become unavailable.
            

            
               Fishing in the southern islands.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            Postwar reconstruction of the industry was slow. By the mid-1950s, of a fishing fleet
               of 44,000 vessels, only 8 percent were powered. There was limited offshore capacity
               and no deep-sea fishing. Canning and other processing facilities were at most only
               working at half capacity, with much damaged equipment unrepaired since World War II.
               Security considerations also limited fishing areas. Fishing was not allowed in the
               estuary of the Han-Imjin Rivers’ complex and could only be conducted under tight military
               surveillance in the area north of Kanghwa Island. Nevertheless, there was some revival of the export trade, with US$3 million worth
               of fish exported in 1957, amounting to over 16 percent of that year’s total foreign
               trade.
            

            
            The 1960s saw increases of up to 50 percent in production. By 1970, some 250,000 households
               and about one million people were engaged in fishing, using about 66,000 boats. Most
               of these were wooden sailing boats, but the proportion of powered boats had risen
               to about 25 percent. There was also some deep-sea fishing, with ships operating not
               just in the Pacific but also in the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans; by the late 1960s,
               this was causing tension with a number of countries, including the United States and Japan. A large number of households were engaged in the production of cultured
               sea products, especially various forms of seafood and seaweed. Much of the seaweed
               was exported to Japan, as were other sea products after the signing of the 1965 South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty. That treaty also introduced a joint fishing area in the East Sea/Sea of Japan. The Japanese, with a much larger fishing fleet, tended to take much more of the
               catch than their Korean counterparts.
            

            
            The fishing industry continued to develop during the 1970s and subsequent decades
               so that by the 1990s, when the catch peaked at 1,623,822 tonnes (1,789,957 tons),
               South Korea was one of the world’s top 10 fishing countries. Deep-sea fishing had
               grown apace, with factory ships ranging far and wide. But changes were under way.
               The coming into force of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1994 and the signing of agreements on fishing
               limits with China and Japan between 1999 and 2001 restricted where Koreans could fish. In order to reduce
               the numbers engaged in low-value inshore fishing, the government introduced a buyback
               scheme for fishing boats. This led to over 16,000 boats being scrapped between 1994
               and 2010; this left about 47,000 boats still in use, with the aim being to bring the
               number down to 39,000. Numbers of those engaged in fishing were also declining, and
               they were getting older. There were 130,000 fishing households in 1981, 77,000 in
               2001, and 69,000 in 2010. In 2010, 36 percent of those in fishing were over the age
               of 60. Long-distance fishing has declined as well. Yet the 2010 catch, at 2.8 million
               tonnes (3.1 million tons), made South Korea the 12th-largest fishing nation in the
               world.
            

            
            Consumption habits have been changing. While raw fish is still popular, more and more
               fish is processed. By 2010, South Korea was importing more fish than it exported.
               Between 1992 and ca. 2009, some of this fish came from North Korea. Deteriorating relations between the two countries since the election of President
               Lee Myung-bak in 2007 has seen this trade largely dry up. There have been hygiene problems with
               some imported fish.
            

            
            Fish farming was relatively late coming to South Korea. The first products from salmon
               farming only date from 2016. However, it has taken on a new importance as long-range
               fishing has begun to decline. Cholla Namdo Province, which includes many islands and
               bays and relatively shallow water, is the main center for all fishing. It is easier
               to use these islands for fish farming rather than reclaiming them for farmland, but
               fish farming requires a high standard of hygiene and clean water, which has not always
               been easy to ensure. Eel, rainbow trout, catfish, loach, carp, and crab are among
               the main farmed species, along with varieties of seaweed, which are used in cooking,
               for fertilizers, and in some industrial processes.
            

            
            Although tensions over Korean deep-sea fishing have been reduced since the 1970s,
               there are regular clashes with Chinese, Japanese, and North Korean vessels, some of
               which have led to loss of life.
            

            
            See also AGRICULTURE; ECONOMY; TERRITORIAL DISPUTES.
            

         

         
         	FOREIGN POLICY

         
         	
            Two features have characterized the foreign relations of the Republic of Korea. Foreign
               affairs from the earliest days of the republic have been dominated by the views of
               successive presidents. While a number of capable people have occupied the post of
               foreign minister, foreign policy has essentially always been made in the presidential
               secretariat, known for short as the Blue House. Just as important has been the fact that until at least the late 1980s, foreign
               policy issues were dominated by the perceived need to combat attempts by North Korea to secure diplomatic recognition.
            

            
            When the Republic of Korea was established in August 1948, the United States and other Western countries recognized the new nation and established diplomatic relations
               with it. However, neither the Soviet Union (now Russia) and its allies nor most of the small number of independent Middle Eastern and African
               states did so. Even when the United Nations General Assembly in December 1948 recognized the South Korean government as “the only
               legitimate government on the Korean Peninsula,” South Korea was unable to obtain UN
               membership, and its diplomatic ties with the nations of the world remained limited.
               Negotiations to establish normal relations with Japan began after the Japanese Peace Treaty came into force in April 1952 but brought no
               results, partly because of President Rhee Syngman’s dislike of Japan. However, a South Korean mission, with diplomatic status, began
               to operate in Tokyo from 1952.
            

            
            Following the Korean War, the United States and South Korea signed the Mutual Defense Treaty, which further
               tied the latter to the United States. Until the 1970s, South Korea had a very clear
               policy on diplomatic recognition, refusing to establish relations with countries that
               had diplomatic relations with North Korea. If relations were already established with
               a country and that country later recognized the North, then South Korea broke off
               relations. This practice, similar to that of West Germany (Federal Republic of Germany) toward East Germany (German Democratic Republic), was
               known as the “Hallstein Doctrine.”
            

            
            During the 1960s, South Korea’s diplomatic relations expanded following the adoption
               of a more active foreign policy. As a result, the number of countries with which South
               Korea maintained diplomatic ties increased from 22 to 93, the number of resident missions
               abroad rose from 17 to 97, membership in international organizations increased from
               26 to 476, and the number of international agreements signed grew from 127 to 598.
               The president of South Korea made only four state visits (mainly to the United States)
               up to 1961, but between 1961 and 1970, 13 such visits were made. Thereafter, the frequency
               of such visits increased rapidly. All presidents are now regular travelers. Increasingly,
               the foreign policy goals of South Korea were to improve its image in the international
               community and gain a greater share of world markets through a program of modernization,
               thereby strengthening the economy.
            

            
            One of the most significant achievements in foreign relations was the conclusion,
               on 22 June 1965, after 13 years of negotiations, of the South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty, establishing diplomatic relations between the two countries. In addition, South
               Korea secured a large loan and a large sum of monetary reparations from Japan. Many
               historical issues between the two countries were pushed aside, however, and they have
               tended to resurface at regular intervals.
            

            
            Other major achievements included the conclusion in July 1966 of the Status of Forces
               Agreement with the United States; the strengthening of ties with the United States
               by dispatching South Korean troops to Vietnam; and the establishment of the Asian and Pacific Council (ASPAC) in 1966, a South
               Korean initiative, to promote cultural ties with Asian nations.
            

            
            In the 1970s, South Korea continued to expand its diplomatic links, particularly in
               Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East. Hoping to establish relations with communist
               countries, on 3 June 1973, President Park Chung-hee said that South Korea would “open its doors to all the nations of the world on the
               basis of the principle of reciprocity and equality.” In turn, he urged those countries
               whose ideologies and social institutions were different from South Korea’s “to open
               their doors” to South Korea. Although Park and his successors would continue to make
               efforts to prevent countries from developing relations with North Korea for several
               more years, this was the effective beginning of the end of the Hallstein Doctrine.
               Efforts to establish diplomatic relations with communist countries did not bring results
               until late in the 1980s, but the number of other countries that established diplomatic
               ties with South Korea rose to more than 103, including 50 full members of the group
               of nonaligned nations and the Holy See. While South Korea supported countries that
               had been struggling for independence, the elimination of racial discrimination, national
               sovereignty, and territorial integrity, it failed to become a member of the nonaligned
               movement, although North Korea did. The movement rejected South Korea on the grounds
               that it had an alliance with the United States, although it ignored the alliances
               between North Korea and China and the Soviet Union.
            

            
            South Korea concluded bilateral cultural treaties with 35 countries (28 between 1965
               and 1977) and multilateral cultural agreements with several consortiums. By 2001,
               South Korea maintained a network of embassies, consulates, and other diplomatic missions
               in 183 countries, with a total of 100 embassies, 38 consulates, and 7 other missions.
               It was a member of 91 international bodies, including 16 United Nations agencies,
               as well as a host of nongovernmental bodies.
            

            
            Although cordial and amicable relations developed between South Korea and many countries,
               some incidents created friction. The military revolution of May 1961 and subsequent suppression of civil liberties by the South Korean government caused
               tension in Korean–American relations, as did President Jimmy Carter’s plan in the late 1970s, later abandoned, to withdraw all American ground troops
               from South Korea. Other issues included the investigation of the U.S. House of Representatives
               into the so-called Koreagate and General Chun Doo-hwan’s December 1979 coup.
            

            
            The 1967 East Berlin case involving the abduction of an alleged pro–North Korean espionage team from West Germany
               to Seoul by South Korean agents likewise created diplomatic tensions between Seoul and Bonn
               for some years. The relationship between South Korea and Japan was strained when Korean
               agents kidnapped the opposition leader, Kim Dae-jung, from Tokyo to Seoul in August 1973. Since the early 1980s, there have been regular
               disputes between South Korea and Japan because of the claim that Japan’s revised high
               school history textbooks whitewashed Japanese aggression in Korea. The East Sea/Sea of Japan issue has also soured relations from time to time. Under Chun Doo-hwan, South Korean
               demands that Japan should provide more aid in return for South Korea’s role as a shield
               against communism, while ultimately successful, also caused tension in relations with
               Japan. The dispute over Tokto, claimed by both Koreas and Japan but occupied by South Korea, flares up regularly.
            

            
            From the 1970s onward, a significant development in foreign relations was the steady
               development of links with communist countries. The Soviet Union’s decision to allow
               South Korean diplomats to attend the UNESCO conference in Moscow in 1976, and the
               participation of the Soviet Union, Hungary, East Germany, and Yugoslavia in the International
               Athletic Association Federation (IAAF) meeting in Seoul in 1978, paved the way for
               the establishment of new relations between South Korea and these socialist countries.
               After the adoption of the policy of perestroika by Mikhail Gorbachev, South Korea
               increased commercial and cultural ties with the Soviet Union. At the same time, South
               Korea developed cultural and economic contacts with the People’s Republic of China and East European countries.
            

            
            In March 1988, Hungary became the first socialist country to open a trade office and
               mission in Seoul, followed by the Soviet Union and China. After the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games, South Korea’s foreign relations with socialist countries expanded rapidly. In February
               1989, South Korea established diplomatic relations first with Hungary and then with
               Poland. Yugoslavia followed, while South Korea and the Soviet Union concluded an agreement
               to establish consular relations in early December 1988. South Korea also established
               new trade relations with Vietnam, which eventually led to diplomatic ties in 1992.
            

            
            In November 1989, President Roh Tae-woo strengthened the new links with Hungary by a state visit. It was the first time that
               a South Korean president had made an official state visit to a communist country,
               marking a significant turning point in South Korea’s foreign relations. Following
               the meeting between President Roh and Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev in San Francisco
               on 4–5 June 1990, the Soviet and South Korean foreign ministers, meeting in New York
               on 30 September 1990, announced the establishment of full diplomatic relations between
               the two nations. After that, President Roh made a state visit to Moscow in December,
               and in April 1991 President Roh and President Gorbachev held a summit meeting on Cheju Island. One of the features of the normalization of relations with the Soviet Union was
               a large aid package. South Korea agreed to provide US$3 billion in aid over three
               years. A “tied” loan of $1.5 billion that included a $1 billion bank loan and $472
               million in export credits was provided to Moscow. The long-hoped-for diplomatic relations
               with the Soviet Union came just as the Soviet system was on the point of collapse,
               and there was much domestic criticism of what was regarded as the high price paid
               for diplomatic relations. There were problems with Russia over the repayment of loans
               made to the Soviet Union.
            

            
            Diplomatic relations with China came in 1992, following the steady development of
               economic links between the two countries, as did the entry of both Koreas to the United
               Nations that fall. By the mid-1990s, South Korea had effectively won the diplomatic
               competition with North Korea, as more and more of the latter’s former supporters established
               relations with the South. South Korea played a prominent role in the establishment
               of the Asia–Europe Movement (ASEM) in 1997, and the second meeting of this forum was
               held in Seoul in 2000.
            

            
            The relationship with China was at first more satisfactory than that with Russia,
               but here too there were soon problems over the activities of South Koreans in China’s
               Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region and over the influx of Chinese into South Korea. During the presidencies of Roh Tae-woo
               and Kim Young-sam, the question of the North Korean nuclear program increasingly came to the fore and led to close coordination with the United States
               on the issue. Both Roh and Kim paid frequent visits to Washington, D.C.
            

            
            Under President Kim Dae-jung, the foreign ministry became the ministry of foreign
               affairs and trade; it would revert to being the ministry of foreign affairs in 2013,
               with trade matters separated to a new ministry. Kim’s diplomatic debut was to attend
               the second Asia–Europe Summit (ASEM) meeting in London in April 1998; the third meeting
               was in Seoul in October 2000. Kim Dae-jung’s international prestige as a champion
               of democracy and the advocate of the “sunshine policy” toward the North remained high, as testified by his being awarded the Nobel Peace
               Prize in 2000. While later revelations about the methods used and the amounts of money
               paid to bring about this result have taken some of the shine off the award, Kim is
               still the only Korean to be awarded a Nobel Prize.
            

            
            By 2000, South Korean foreign policy had ceased to be a “one issue” matter. New difficulties
               emerged as South Korea continued to face a hostile North Korea and as there continued
               to be a large U.S. presence in South Korea. But South Korea was also playing a larger
               role internationally. It became a member of the G20 and hosted that organization’s
               summit in 2010. Koreans began to take on senior roles in international bodies. Dr.
               Lee Jong-wook headed the World Health Organization and died in harness. Former foreign minister
               Ban Ki-moon became UN secretary-general. Korean peacekeepers served in many parts of the world,
               and Korean troops were involved in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Once an aid recipient, South Korea became a donor.
            

            
            See also ADOPTION; BOSWORTH, STEPHEN WARREN (1939–2016); BUSH, GEORGE W. (1946–); CHOE KYU-HA (1919–2006); CHOE TOK-SIN (1914–1989); CHOI HONG-HI (1918–2002); CHONG IL-GWON (1917–1994); CHUNG, HENRY (1890–1985); CLINTON, WILLIAM JEFFERSON (BILL) (1946–); CROSS-RECOGNITION; FRANCE, RELATIONS WITH; GONG RO-MYUNG (1932–); GREAT BRITAIN, RELATIONS WITH; HAN PYO-WOOK (1916–2003); HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–); IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); IMMIGRATION; KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); KIM CHUNG-YUL (1917–1992); KIM HAK-JOON (1943–); KIM KYUNG-WON (1936–2012); KIM, SUNG (1960–); KOREA FOUNDATION; KOREA NATIONAL DIPLOMATIC ACADEMY; KOREA TRADE PROMOTION ASSOCIATION (KOTRA); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–); LEE HONG-KOO (1934–); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); LIM DONG-WON (1933–); MOON CHUNG-IN (1951–); MUCCIO, JOHN JOSEPH (1900–1989); NATION BRANDING; NORDPOLITIK; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; OBAMA, BARACK (1961–); PAIK SUN-YUP (1920–); PYUN YUNG-TAI (1893–1969); WALKER, RICHARD L. (1922–2003); YANG SUNG-CHOL (1939–); YI POM-SUK (2) (1922–1983).
            

         

         
         	FRANCE, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            From the 1830s until the signing of the first Franco–Korean Treaty in 1886, the issue
               of French Roman Catholic missionaries dominated relations between the two countries.
               Such missionaries first entered the country in the 1830s. Their letters and writings
               are a valuable record of Korea before 1870. But they suffered in the various persecutions
               that were launched against Christianity in the mid-19th century. This led the government of Napoleon III to launch an attack
               on Korea in 1866. The small French force was defeated but inflicted considerable damage
               on Kanghwa Island at the mouth of the Han River, looting the royal library and seizing a collection
               of books on royal protocol (uigwe). This would become an irritant in the 21st century. A separate but related issue
               is possession of the world’s first-known book printed with movable metal type, the
               Jikji, which has been held in the Bibliothèque nationale de France since 1950.
            

            
            After the signing of the 1886 treaty, French diplomatic and consular officers and
               missionaries made up almost all the French community. One of the diplomats, Maurice
               Courant (1865–1935), became the effective founder of modern French studies of Korea.
               Many missionaries were also important scholars. The diplomats were withdrawn after
               the establishment of the Japanese protectorate in 1905. The missionaries remained
               until the late 1930s. Among their many buildings was Myongdong Cathedral, in the heart
               of Seoul, which would become a major center for antigovernment protests against President
               Park Chung-hee in the 1970s. After the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, France established
               diplomatic relations the following year. France also took part in the United Nations forces during the Korean War, and 270 French soldiers died in the conflict. The French ambassador, like his counterpart
               from Great Britain, was captured by the North Koreans and held captive until 1953.
            

            
            Postwar relations settled into a similar pattern to those South Korea had with most
               other Western European countries. There were no great issues between the two countries,
               and France was generally supportive of South Korea’s international position. There
               were occasional spats over trade issues, but France and French culture were much admired.
               The French Cultural Center and the Alliance française in Seoul are popular. Koreans
               studied in France, and Korean studies in France were much expanded in the 1970s and
               1980s. Political exchanges occurred regularly. There are about 6,000 nationals of
               each country in the other.
            

            
            Then the small cloud appeared. A Korean scholar working in the National Library in
               Paris found the long-missing uigwe. Eventually, this discovery led to a formal request in 1992 for the return of the
               volumes taken in 1866. It took many years, but in 2011 they were returned to South
               Korea on long loan, to much rejoicing. The issue of the Jikji has continued to be a problem, with the French National Library refusing to return
               it.
            

            
            France is one of the few European countries that have not established diplomatic relations with North Korea. Although there is currently (2019) a French diplomatic officer based
               in the North Korean capital, he only handles cultural and educational exchanges. France is part of a Franco–North and –South Korean project examining archaeological
               sites at the former capital of a united Korea at Kaesong. North Korean students also study in France. 
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS

         
         	
            Since South Korea signed its first free trade agreement (FTA) with Chile in 2004,
               FTAs have become an important feature of its international trading regime. FTAs aim to eliminate all tariff barriers between two countries as fast as
               possible. Negotiations with Chile took four years. But as far as South Korean officials
               are concerned, the move was a resounding success. It opened the way to other negotiations,
               and it saw bilateral trade with Chile rise from US$1.57 billion in 2004 to $7.12 billion
               in 2013. Worldwide, South Korean trade went from $478.3 billion in 2004 to $1.07 trillion
               in 2013.
            

            
            Since that first agreement, FTAs have been signed with Singapore, the European Free
               Trade Association, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, India, Peru, the European Union, the United States, and in early 2014, Canada and Australia. Negotiations began with China in 2012 and are still ongoing. Negotiations with Japan started even further back, in 2003, but are effectively stalled because of the wider
               political issues between the two countries. There are also negotiations for a three-way
               China–Japan–South Korea agreement. These began in 2012 and have not been concluded.
               Ongoing political tensions, especially over territorial disputes, seem likely to make this a long process.
            

            
            Most of the agreements concluded have not led to major tensions, although on the Korean
               side much worry has been expressed about the dangers to local producers, especially
               in agriculture, from opening up the economy. (Similar doubts are not unknown among other partners.)
               In the case of the agreement with the United States, however, there was loud and vociferous
               opposition to the agreement on both sides. Negotiations began in February 2006, and
               a treaty was signed in April 2007. Protests began simultaneously with the negotiations.
               On the U.S. side, there was strong opposition from automobile manufacturers and unions
               at the prospect of South Korean companies having greater access to the U.S. market,
               where they were already strongly established. These issues were taken up by the Democratic
               Party, which controlled Congress. On the Korean side, the possible effect on farmers
               was the main issue, with fears that U.S. rice and beef, produced on a much larger
               scale than was possible in South Korea, would dominate the market.
            

            
            The outcome was that although the treaty was signed in April, by May 2007, the U.S.
               side was demanding changes, including some to take account of new trade policy guidelines
               introduced by the George W. Bush administration. The Korean side said that this was not possible but eventually agreed
               to talks. Protests in Korea began as soon as the treaty was announced and intensified
               when the United States also seemed to be calling for it to be scrapped. The change
               of president in the United States was a further complication. As a senator, Barack Obama had expressed opposition to the FTA, and it was not until 2010 that a new treaty was
               agreed. This provided protection for U.S. automobile manufacturers for five years
               after ratification and agreed to set aside the contentious issue of beef. Another
               issue that had arisen was whether goods made in the joint North–South Korean industrial
               zone at Kaesong in North Korea could be counted as made in the South. Despite South Korean requests, the Obama administration
               would not agree to this. The new treaty finally came into force in March 2012. As
               a presidential candidate, Donald Trump in 2016 argued that the agreement was a “job-killing trade deal.” This hostility
               continued once Trump was in office, leading to a new agreement being signed in September
               2018. Criticism of the agreement has continued in both countries.
            

            
            Despite this bruising experience, South Korea remains keen on forming more FTAs. In
               June 2019, it was announced that South Korea and Great Britain had signed an agreement in principle for a free trade agreement to follow Britain’s
               proposed departure from the European Union.
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         	GALE, JAMES SCARTH (1863–1937)

         
         	
            James Gale was born in Canada and died in Great Britain. His father was from Scotland, and his mother came from an American Dutch family.
               He was a Presbyterian missionary and scholar, whose works on Korea are still of interest.
               Gale’s Korean-English Dictionary, first published in 1897, had a third edition in 1931. According to his biographer,
               Richard Rutt, it was still very much a standard work in Korean studies into the 1960s. Gale attended
               the University of Toronto and spent some time in France. Around the time of his graduation in 1888, a revivalist meeting led him to go with
               the Canadian Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) to Korea. It would become his
               home for almost the next 40 years. Soon after he arrived, he met the Presbyterian
               missionary Horace G. Underwood, who guided his early years in Korea. Gale began language training and worked with Underwood and with Homer Hulbert on a dictionary of Korean. Gale also began scholarly work on Korea, publishing a series
               of articles in the Korean Repository. Some of these were translations or on Korean grammar; others dealt with aspects
               of Korean history. Extensive travels throughout the country provided useful background
               to his historical studies, as did his language work. His views on history, and especially
               the importance of China in Korea’s development, brought him into conflict with Hulbert. Gale was a founding
               member of the Korea Branch Royal Asiatic Society and in 1900 gave the first-ever paper presented to it, on China’s influence on Korea.
               It was also the first paper published in the Society’s Transactions. He would publish another seven papers in the series. Hulbert responded, arguing
               that Gale had exaggerated the degree and the importance of Chinese influence. The
               scrapping between them continued for years, conducted in missionary and secular publications.
               Gale also worked on translations, including being part of a Protestant group translating
               the Bible. Carrying on from his early work with Underwood, he produced his Dictionary in 1897. Among those who helped him was the future anti-Japanese journalist Yang Ki-tak.
            

            
             He had moved from YMCA auspices to the American Presbyterian mission in 1891. He
               married Harriet Elizabeth Heron (née Gibson), the widow of a missionary doctor, John
               Heron, in 1892. After her death in 1908, in 1910 he married Ada Louise Sale, daughter
               of a British businessman in Japan. He was ordained as a Presbyterian minister while
               visiting the United States in 1897, after first going to Japan. For some years, the Gales lived and worked at
               Wonsan, now in North Korea, on the East Coast. Back in Seoul from 1899, Gale ran a middle school. He also had
               contact with many anti-Japanese Koreans, some of whom he had met in Japan. Among them
               was the future South Korean president Rhee Syngman. Gale’s writing and translating continued, appearing in a variety of publications
               in Korea and elsewhere. Not only did he translate works from Korean to English, but
               he also translated from English to Korean. His first such work seems to have been
               part one of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, published in 1895. Like all his work, these translations were part of a prolific
               output and covered a huge range. If religious-related materials predominated, they
               were well matched by works of fiction, such as The Swiss Family Robinson and Robinson Crusoe, as well as world history and exploration. In this work, he was assisted by a number
               of Koreans. From 1899 to 1923, he was an occasional correspondent for the North China Daily News; many of his articles also appeared in another Shanghai newspaper, the North China Herald.
            

            
            In the Japanese colonial period, some of his works were banned as being potentially
               inflammatory. This added to his disillusionment with Japan’s policies in Korea, which
               increased with the suppression of the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in 1919. Gale went on leave during this period, and in comments to Canadian newspapers,
               he indicated that he thought the Japanese were following dangerous policies. But he
               returned and continued his mission and scholarly work until he retired to Bath in
               the West of England in 1927. His literary works are still of interest. His History of the Korean People, based on a series of papers that first appeared in the Korean Mission Field but were published in book form in 1927, was reissued by the Royal Asiatic Society,
               with a biography by Richard Rutt, in 1972.
            

            
            See also BETHELL, ERNEST THOMAS (1872–1909); CHRISTIANITY; ECKARDT, ANDREAS (1884–1974); JOURNALISM; MOFFETT, SAMUEL AUSTIN (1864–1939); SCHOFIELD, FRANK (1889–1970).
            

         

         
         	GENERAL ALLIANCE OF LABORERS FOR RAPID REALIZATION OF KOREAN INDEPENDENCE

         
         	GENERAL ALLIANCE OF LABORERS FOR RAPID REALIZATION

         
         	
            A group formed in March 1946 by right-wing labor leaders to combat the leftist labor
               movement, represented by the National Council of Labor Unions (1). Rhee Syngman was honorary president and Kim Ku honorary vice president. It was renamed the General Federation of Korean Labor Unions (Taehan nodong chohap chongyonmaeng, or Taehan cochong) in 1948 when the republic was inaugurated. In this role, it was essentially a political
               front for the conservative regime of President Rhee, although it also claimed to represent
               workers’ rights. In 1949, it became a founding member of the anticommunist International
               Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). In 1960, following Rhee’s downfall, it
               merged with the National Council of Labor Unions to form a new General Federation
               of Korean Labor (or Trade) Unions.
            

            
            See also LABOR MOVEMENT.
            

         

         
         	GENERAL FEDERATION OF KOREAN LABOR UNIONS

         
         	
            In November 1960, the National Council of Labor Unions (2) joined the General Federation of Korean Labor Unions to form the new General Federation
               of Korean Labor Unions (Taehan nodong chohap congyonmaeng, or Taehan noryon for short), claiming a total membership of three million. From the start it was generally
               known in English as the Federation of Korean Trade Unions (FKTU). However, it was
               disbanded following the military revolution of 16 May 1961.
            

            
            It was reestablished in August 1961 as the General Federation of Korean Labor Unions
               (Hanguk nodong chohap hongyonmaeng, or Hanguk noryon). During the Park Chung-hee era, it was widely seen as close to the government and as a means of curtailing rather
               than enhancing workers’ rights. Despite this reputation, it was one of the targets
               of Chun Doo-hwan in 1980, when under his martial law regime its president and those of 11 industrial
               unions were dismissed, local branches were closed, and their leaders were fired. As
               tight governmental controls relaxed, the federation again began to play an active
               role in labor matters, though during the 1990s it faced increasing competition from
               the more radical Korea Confederation of Trade Unions. In 1996, its total membership
               was reported as 1.1 million.
            

            
            See also GENERAL ALLIANCE OF LABORERS FOR RAPID REALIZATION OF KOREAN INDEPENDENCE; LABOR MOVEMENT.
            

         

         
         	GENERATION 386

         
         	
            Term applied from the late 1990s into the 2000s to those who were in their 30s (3),
               had been educated in the 1980s (8), and had been born in the 1960s (6). It was also
               supposed to be derived from the 386 generation of computers, introduced by Intel in
               1985. The 386 generation, the first who had grown up outside the shadow of the Korean War and postwar deprivation, was seen as radical and antiestablishment. Members of it
               played a leading role in the election of President Kim Dae-jung (1997) and, even more so, that of President Roh Moo-hyun (2003). Although many remained in responsible positions in the bureaucracy and especially
               in education, their influence was much reduced after the election of the conservative president
               Lee Myung-bak in 2007. They somewhat revived as part of the opposition to President Park Geun-hye in 2016–2017 and supported Moon Jae-in in his successful bid for the presidency in 2017.
            

            
            See also COLLABORATION; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS.
            

         

         
         	GENEVA POLITICAL CONFERENCE

         
         	
            A conference of 19 nations was held in April–June 1954 at Geneva, Switzerland, to
               deal with issues arising from conflicts in Korea and Vietnam. This was regarded as the political conference provided for in the July 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement. In addition to the 16 nations that had fought on the UN side in the Korean War, North Korea, China, and the Soviet Union (Russia) participated in the debates on Korea. The conference “solved” the Vietnam problem
               by dividing Vietnam in two, but it failed to reach agreement on the Korean issue.
               The North Korean delegation rejected proposals made by the South Korean government
               and the United States to bring about a peaceful unification of Korea. South Korea in turn rejected proposals
               put forward by North Korea and China, thus setting a pattern for relations between
               the two that persists to the present. Following the conference, those countries that
               had fought in the Korean War issued the Sixteen Nations Declaration on Korea. This stated that the United Nations was fully empowered to take collective action to repel aggression, restore peace
               and security, extend its good offices, and seek a peaceful settlement in Korea. The
               declaration also said that genuinely free elections should be held in Korea under
               UN supervision to unify the country. The declaration has never been invoked. A South
               Korean attempt to do so in the 1968 incident met with no response.
            

         

         
         	GERMANY, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Like most other Western countries, Germany’s formal relations with Korea only began
               in the 1880s. There were earlier contacts. The Pomeranian missionary Karl Gützlaff
               visited in the 1830s; the adventurer Ernst Oppert from Hamburg tried to do some tomb
               raiding in the 1860s; and before there were diplomatic relations, Paul Georg von Möllendorff,
               seconded from the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, was a senior foreign adviser with the rank of vice minister
               for foreign affairs from 1882 to 1885. The treaty signed in 1883 and ratified in 1884
               was an exact copy of that with Great Britain, but it brought German consular staff to Korea along with a few merchants. In addition,
               German Benedictine Roman Catholic missionaries arrived, settling first in Seoul and later at Tokwon (now in North Korea), where they would remain until 1950. (The site of the monastery at Tokwon now houses
               the North Korean Agricultural University.) A German bandmaster, Franz Eckert, composed an early Korean national anthem. The
               German community continued to function in Korea right through World War II because
               of Germany’s alliance with Japan, and a number of Koreans studied in Germany. After 1945, the Benedictines in the
               North were imprisoned, and some were executed around the time of the Korean War; the community later reestablished itself in South Korea and still has several establishments
               there. Korean studies in Germany are dated from the appointment of Andreas Eckardt, formerly of the Tokwon monastery, as professor of Korean studies at the East Asian
               Seminar in Munich in 1950. Eckardt wrote widely on all aspects of Korean culture.
            

            
            East Germany established diplomatic relations with North Korea in 1949. West German recognition of the Republic of Korea occurred
               in 1955. In the late 1950s, a number of Korean students and nurses went to study in
               West Germany. This small trickle became a flood in the 1960s and 1970s, although its
               character changed. Students continued to go, and Germany was a particularly favored
               destination for those studying music. Under bilateral agreements signed in 1963, Korean
               nurses were recruited in large numbers to work in German hospitals and clinics and
               were joined by young men recruited for coal mining. Both groups were encouraged by
               the South Korean government, which valued both the experience gained and the foreign
               currency earned. In total, 18,000 Koreans went to West Germany in those years. They
               were expected to leave when their contracts expired, but many wished to settle there.
               Agreements eventually allowed this, and this was the basis of the contemporary Korean
               community in Germany. This is the second largest in Europe, after that in Great Britain,
               reaching 32,000 at the end of 2013. In recent years, a few long-term Korean residents
               have returned to Korea as they reached retirement age, bringing German spouses with
               them.
            

            
            The presence of a North Korean embassy in East Germany was a cause of much concern
               to the South Korean government, which feared that it would be used as a base for subversion.
               This led to the 1967 East Berlin Case, in which 17 South Korean members of an alleged North Korean–organized spy ring were
               kidnapped and brought back to Seoul. They included the internationally famous composer Yun I-sang and his wife, I Soo-ja. This group and others arrested in South Korea were put on
               trial. All were found guilty. Two received death sentences, which were later commuted,
               and the rest were jailed. International protests led to the release of Yun and his
               wife, who returned to Germany along with three others in 1969. The remainder were
               released in 1970. The West German government considered breaking off diplomatic relations
               and reducing economic aid but eventually confined its actions to expelling three South
               Korean diplomats.
            

            
            In an echo of that event, in 2004 a German citizen of Korean origin, Professor Song Du-yul (1944–) of the University of Munster, received a seven-year sentence for activities
               in support of North Korea. Song denied the charges, which were partly based on statements
               by the North Korean defector Hwang Jang-yop. In the event, the sentence was suspended, and Song was allowed to return to Germany.
            

            
            German reunification in 1990 had a considerable impact on South Korea. If the two
               German states, divided by the Allies in 1945 and then by Cold War politics, could
               reunite, might not the two Koreas also do so? There was much short-term euphoria,
               but this evaporated as the problems, both economic and political, of German reintegration
               began to emerge. Think tanks and government bodies regularly examine the German experience
               as a source of possible precedents for Korea, but the early enthusiasm for the German
               model has largely disappeared.
            

            
            Bilateral trade is governed by the European Union–South Korea free trade agreement. It totaled US$27.2 billion in 2013, with the balance in Germany’s favor. Levels
               have not varied much in subsequent years, and the balance remains in Germany’s favor.
               German investment in South Korea totaled $10.1 billion between 1962 and the first half of 2018; Germany
               is the third-largest foreign investor. South Korean investment in Germany was $4.01
               billion, mainly concentrated in the Frankfurt am Main region, which also has one of
               the largest concentrations of Korean residents.
            

            
            Political links are strong. President Kim Dae-jung visited in March 2000, when he gave a speech in Berlin that outlined what became his
               “sunshine policy” toward North Korea. President Lee Myung-bak visited in May 2013, and his successor, Park Geun-hye, went in March 2014. During this visit, she made an important speech on Korean reunification
               in Dresden. Park’s successor, Moon Jae-in, visited Germany in July 2017, soon after taking office. His prime purpose was to
               attend the G20 summit meeting. He also had talks with German chancellor Angela Merkel
               and gave a speech in Berlin that, like Kim Dae-jung’s, proposed an improved relationship
               with North Korea. The German president attended the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyongchang, South Korea. A German–Korean Forum, bringing together nongovernmental
               organizations in both countries, dates from 2002.
            

            
            North Korea and Germany established diplomatic relations in March 2001, and the North
               maintains an embassy in Berlin. South Korea, while monitoring its activities, seems
               generally relaxed about it. The German government watches it carefully and has expressed
               concern about some of its commercial activities.
            

            
            See also AN IK-TAE (1905–1965); ECKARDT, ANDREAS (1884–1974); FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	GOH KUN (1938–)

         
         	
            Goh graduated in liberal arts from Seoul National University, followed by a course in urban planning. He then went into government service, first
               as vice governor of Kangwon Province and then as governor of South Cholla Province.
               In 1980, he was attached to the Blue House as senior secretary for political affairs, and he held ministerial posts under President
               Chun Doo-hwan. In 1985, he was elected to the National Assembly as a member of the ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP). He served briefly as minister for home affairs before becoming head of the
               DJP in North Cholla Province. He was the appointed DJP mayor of Seoul from 1988 to 1990. He left politics between 1990 and 1997, and for a time was president
               of Myongji University and head of nongovernmental organizations.
            

            
            Goh first served as prime minister in 1997–1998. He was then elected (the system had
               changed in 1995) mayor of Seoul as a member of Kim Dae-jung’s National Congress for New Politics, which later became the Millennium Democratic Party. He remained mayor until 2002; one of his major roles, he claimed, was to fight corruption
               and illegitimate pressure from business and other quarters. In 2003, President Roh Moo-hyun appointed him prime minister. For a brief period in 2004, Goh Kun became interim
               head of state following the impeachment of Roh Moo-hyun. When Roh returned to office
               after the failed impeachment, the two fell out over the appointment of cabinet ministers,
               and Goh resigned. In 2006, he announced his candidacy to succeed Roh as president,
               but in January 2007 he withdrew and announced his retirement from politics. In 2008,
               President Lee Myung-bak appointed him the first head of the Green Korea Project, a post he held for two years.
               Later, in 2014, he took up the leadership of the Green Asia Organization, affiliated
               with the Green Korea Project.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	GONG RO-MYUNG (1932–)

         
         	
            Foreign minister under President Kim Young-sam from 1994 to 1996. Gong studied law at Seoul National University, then attended the London School of Economics and Political Science in Great Britain. He joined the ministry of foreign affairs (MFA) in 1958 and served in the United States, Japan, Egypt, and Australia. He was appointed a vice minister in 1981 and then became ambassador to Brazil in
               1983. From 1986 to 1989, he was consul general in New York before moving in 1990 to
               open the newly established consular office in the Soviet Union (Russia). When full diplomatic relations were established later in the year, Gong became the first ambassador. In 1992, he
               was briefly head of the MFA think tank, the Institute for Foreign Affairs and National
               Security (now the Korea National Diplomatic Academy), from where he moved to become ambassador to Japan in 1994.
            

            
            When Kim Young-sam fell out with Foreign Minister Han Sung-joo over the way to handle the North Korean nuclear issue, Gong replaced Han. Eventually, however, Gong also came under suspicion of not supporting
               presidential policy, and he was in turn replaced. In retirement, he became a member
               of the Presidential Advisory Committee on Unification, a sinecure. He also held a
               number of academic posts dealing with Japanese affairs and chaired the Pyongchong
               Committee seeking to be awarded the 2010 Winter Olympic Games. As well as frequently giving lectures on Korean–Japanese relations, he served as
               publisher of the influential journal Global Asia. Quiet in manner, he has excellent English and Japanese and is proud of his family’s
               descent from the Chinese sage Confucius.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	GOVERNMENT-GENERAL OF KOREA (Chosen sotokufu)
         

         
         	
            When Japan annexed Korea in August 1910, the Japanese established the Government-General of Korea
               as the colonial administration. The government seat was in Seoul, renamed Keijo by the Japanese. Korea was called Chosen. The colonial government
               was headed by a governor-general of Korea (Chosen sotoku) who was assisted by the director-general of administration (Seimu sokan). All the governors-general were Japanese army generals on active duty except for
               a retired admiral installed after the 1919 Samil Undong (March First Movement). The governor-general was appointed by the Japanese emperor himself and was directly
               responsible to the emperor as well as to the Japanese prime minister. He also exercised
               military power and was authorized to mobilize Japanese armed forces in Korea. All
               chiefs of bureaus and sections in the Government-General were Japanese, as were most
               of the top-ranking officials. The governor-general appointed provincial governors
               as well as provincial police superintendents. The Government-General of Korea was abolished following Japan’s surrender
               to the Allies on 15 August 1945.
            

         

         
         	GRAND NATIONAL PARTY (GNP)

         
         	
            The Grand National Party (Hannaradang in Korean) was formed in November 1997 by a merger between the New Korea Party (2) and one of South Korea’s many Democratic Parties. It was the successor to the variously named conservative parties that had effectively
               run South Korea since 1948. The party, which campaigned on a platform of “progressive
               conservatism,” became the main opposition party following Kim Dae-jung’s election as president in 1998. It performed well in parliamentary and local elections,
               but its candidate (and party president), Lee Hoi-chang, failed to win in the 1997 and 2002 presidential elections. In June 2003, Choe Byung-yul
               (1938–), a former lawyer and journalist who was elected mayor of Seoul, became the party chairman following Lee Hoi-chang’s resignation from politics.
            

            
            The next few years proved difficult for the party. After it attempted to impeach President
               Roh Moo-hyun in 2004, it suffered badly in the National Assembly elections of that year. From being the single largest party with 147 seats out of
               271, it dropped to 121 out of 299, the first time that the “conservative” party had
               not held the most seats of any party in the assembly. In subsequent by-elections,
               it added 6 more seats, so that by the end of 2005 it held 127.
            

            
            During this period, Park Geun-hye, daughter of former president Park Chung-hee, was the party’s dominant figure and was expected to be its nominee for the 2007
               presidential election. However, she found herself facing a challenge from Lee Myung-bak, a former chief executive with the Hyundai Group, who had just completed four successful years (2002–2006) as mayor of Seoul. The campaign was hard fought, with Park attacking Lee for corruption, tax evasion,
               and shady land deals, but Lee won the nomination and was duly elected. For a time,
               the GNP was split into pro-Lee and pro-Park groups, and although she pledged to work
               with Lee, Park effectively withdrew from party activity after working to restore the
               party’s fortunes in the 2008 National Assembly elections. The party won 153 out of
               the 299 seats, which restored its status as the leading party. The pro-Park group
               gradually rejoined the GNP, but Park, while not leaving the party, remained aloof.
               Under Lee Myung-bak, the GNP became more right wing than before. Lee pursued a particularly
               tough line on North Korea, abandoning the “sunshine policy” of engagement that had begun in 1997, while working hard to improve relations with
               the United States. This led to serious confrontations on the streets when Lee announced the resumption
               of U.S. beef sales, which had been halted because of fear of bovine encephalitis (“mad
               cow” disease). Lee’s pursuit of what he claimed were “green policies” but which raised
               serious environmental issues also proved unpopular. The GNP lost many seats in the 2010 local elections, and in
               2011 the GNP mayor of Seoul, Oh Se-hoon, lost the post to an independent candidate in an election fought over the issue of
               free school meals for all.
            

            
            Growing concern that the party would do badly in the April 2012 National Assembly
               elections and Park’s reputation as an election organizer led to a rapprochement between
               Park and Lee. Park became chair of an “emergency response commission” in December
               2011, which led to the GNP rebranding itself as the Saenuri Party. Under this title, it fought the 2012 presidential election, which saw Park Geun-hye
               become president.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	GREAT BRITAIN, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Great Britain took an interest in Korea in the 19th century mainly because of the
               peninsula’s strategic importance. But Korea was never a primary British interest.
               Britain’s main interests were in China and Japan, and by the time the 1902 Anglo–Japanese Alliance was formed, Britain effectively
               allowed Japan a free hand in Korea. There was some British concern about the policies
               of the Japanese Government-General of Korea, especially at the time of the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in 1919, and there were always a few Britons in Korea as consular staff, traders,
               and missionaries until the late 1930s.
            

            
               British and ROK troops at the main British Korean War memorial. Crown Copyright

               

            

            Great Britain played a minor role in the World War II discussions on Korea’s future
               and was a party to the 1943 Cairo Agreement, but it took no part in the postwar occupation
               of Korea. A British consulate-general reopened in Seoul in 1946. Following the 1948
               elections in South Korea, Great Britain recognized the government of the Republic
               of Korea, establishing diplomatic relations in 1949. The consulate-general then became
               the British legation.
            

            
            At the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, Great Britain responded to the UN call for assistance. The Royal Navy
               was in operation off the coast of Korea within a week, and ground troops arrived at
               the end of August 1950. The Royal Air Force was also present. In 1951, British ground
               forces became part of the First Commonwealth Division. British troops remained in
               Korea until 1957, and a British general, representing the Commonwealth forces, sat
               on the Military Armistice Commission. During the war, there was some criticism in Britain of the South Korean government,
               especially over alleged atrocities. President Rhee Syngman was suspicious of Britain. In particular, he blamed it for opposing General Douglas MacArthur’s wish to use atomic bombs and for opposing a second attempt at going north after
               a stalemate was reached on the battlefield in 1951.
            

            
            After the war, Britain played a role in the economic reconstruction of South Korea.
               The two countries upgraded their respective legations to embassies in 1957. Great
               Britain was a firm supporter of South Korea’s international position, especially at
               the United Nations. At the same time, while there was some trade with North Korea, there were no other contacts. Although the legal obstacles to British recognition
               of North Korea were removed with the abolition of the United Nations Commission on the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea in 1973, Great Britain did not recognize North Korea until the two Koreas entered
               the United Nations in 1991. When Kim Dae-jung became president in 1998, he encouraged countries supporting South Korea to establish
               relations with the North. Britain was at first reluctant to do so, but on 12 December
               2000, it signed an agreement on the establishment of diplomatic relations with North
               Korea. A British embassy opened in Pyongyang in July 2001.
            

            
            British trade and investment developed from the 1960s. British trade was always overshadowed by that of the United States and later Japan, but British companies played an important role in the development
               of the Korean automobile and shipbuilding industries, for which British banks provided funding. Particularly close relations developed with Hyundai. The Standard Chartered Bank had an agency in Korea in the early 20th century and
               opened again in Seoul in 1968; others would follow. Korean banks have maintained a
               presence in London since the 1960s, and a number of Korean companies began investing
               in Britain in the 1980s. These included Hyundai, Daewoo, LG, and Samsung. The Korean community in Britain, mainly centered on the London suburb of New Malden,
               is the largest in Europe, having overtaken that in Germany since about 2010. The New Malden shops and wholesale food companies serve as a supply
               center for Korean restaurants throughout Europe. From the mid-1980s until the mid-2000s,
               the government-funded British–Korean Forum for the Future brought together nongovernmental
               groups in both countries, but it ceased to function when the British government withdrew
               funding. A similar trade-related organization, which had more government involvement,
               also closed around the same time.
            

            
            Direct air services, introduced in the early 1990s, have reduced the travel time between
               the two countries from 30–36 hours to 11–13 hours. There are regular high-level visits.
               All South Korean presidents since Chun Doo Hwan, except Moon Jae-in (in office since May 2017), have visited Britain, the most recent visit being that
               by President Park Geun-hye in 2013. During President Park’s visit, the two sides agreed to a major increase in
               trade between them by 2020. The first official British royal visits to Korea took
               place in 1983, and Queen Elizabeth II made a state visit in April 1999. In 1986, Margaret
               Thatcher was the first British prime minister to visit South Korea.
            

            
            In the early 20th century, a few British consular officers and missionaries began
               to take an interest in Korean history and culture. London’s Victoria and Albert Museum
               held exhibitions of Korean ceramics, for example. The academic study of Korean only began in the 1950s, when a lecturer
               (assistant professor) was appointed to teach the Korean language at the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies. Now Korean studies are well established
               there and at other universities, while individual teachers of Korean studies can be
               found at several institutions. Many South Korean children are sent to prestigious
               British public (in fact private) schools such as Eton College. One new development
               in recent years is that a number of such schools have opened campuses in Korea. As
               Britain prepared to leave the European Union, a tentative free trade agreement between the two countries was signed in June 2019.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; FOREIGN POLICY; GONG RO-MYUNG (1932–); KIM SANG-MAN (1910–1994); PARK JIN (1956–); PARK KWON-SANG (1929–2014); PARK WON-SOON (1956–); RA JONG-IL (1940–); SHIN KI-NAM (1952–); SHIN SUNG-MO (1891–1960); SOHN HAK-KYU (1947–); YUN PO-SON (1897–1990).
            

         

         
         	GROUP FOR STRIKING THE STATUES OF KIM IL-SUNG

         
         	
            At a news conference in Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, in July 2012, an alleged defector to South Korea who had returned to the
               North said that he had been sent on the orders of the South Korean National Intelligence Service (NIS) and the United States to destroy statues of the first North Korean leader, Kim Il-sung. The Northern media declared that this was an “unpardonable outrage” and threatened
               retaliation. Although both the NIS and the U.S. authorities denied they had taken
               part in any such program, the South Korean press reported that North Korean defector
               groups in Seoul admitted that there was an organization that claimed to have such a purpose, but that
               it was moribund. No more has been heard of either the alleged defector or the group
               he was said to represent.
            

            
            See also ANTI-IMPERIALIST NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
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         	HAM SOK-HON (1901–1989)

         
         	
            A 1924 graduate of Tokyo High Normal School in Japan, Ham joined the Korean Quaker movement in 1960, becoming the voice of Korean pacifists
               and a champion for peace and democracy. He published a monthly named Voice of a Prayer, became an uncompromising crusader for human rights, and played the role of spiritual
               leader, gaining the respect and love of the people until his death. He was arrested,
               tried, and imprisoned many times in the 1970s.
            

            
            See also CHRISTIANITY; MOON IK-HWAN (1918–1994); MOON TONG-HWAN (1921–2009); RELIGIONS.
            

         

         
         	HAMPYONG-KOCHANG INCIDENTS

         
         	
            These two separate incidents refer to the massacre of villagers in the Hampyong and
               Kochang areas in central South Korea by government troops during the Korean War. Both of these incidents involved the 9th Regiment of the 11th Division of the national defense forces. They occurred during the mopping-up campaign in and near the Chiri Mountain area following the beginning of the counterattack of the United Nations forces in October 1950. The first incident took place in the Hampyong area in South Cholla
               Province between December 1950 and early January 1951 in the aftermath of an attack
               on the local police station by communist guerrillas. Troops of the 5th Battalion launched an antiguerrilla
               assault in which they killed 500 people in several villages, who it was claimed had
               been collaborating with the enemy.
            

            
            The second incident took place in the Kochang area in South Kyongsang Province, from
               9–11 February 1951, when troops of the 3rd Battalion launched a mopping-up campaign,
               killing 700 villagers and burning down over 700 houses, claiming they were harboring
               fugitives. The incident was well known, and attempts were made at the time to have
               it investigated. The government tried to suppress these, but eventually the National Assembly passed a resolution of censure. As a result, four officers were arrested. Three were
               sentenced to prison terms but were soon released under a special amnesty. However,
               the then defense minister, Shin Sung-mo, was forced to resign.
            

            
            See also NOGUN-RI MASSACRE; TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK).
            

         

         
         	HAN MYUNG-SUK (1944–)

         
         	
            In 2006, Han Myung-suk became the first woman to be prime minister of the Republic of Korea. She was born in Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea, but her family moved to the South as the division on the peninsula became firmer.
               She took a bachelor’s degree in French literature at Ewha Women’s University in Seoul, a master’s in theology at Hanshin University, and then a PhD in women’s studies
               at Ewha. She met her future husband, Park Sung-ju, while she was a student, and she
               joined him in the student movement protests against the government of President Park Chung-hee. Soon after they were married in 1968, Park was arrested and jailed for 13 years
               for his antigovernment activities. Later, he taught at the Anglican Sungkonghoe University.
               Han continued her political campaigning and was in turn sent to prison for two years
               in 1979 for activities with a radical Christian group, the Korean Christian Academy. After her release, she continued to work with
               this group and with the women’s movement, but she also held lecturing posts at Ewha
               and then Sungsim Women’s University.
            

            
            During the 1990s, she began to move into mainstream political activity, supporting
               Kim Dae-jung and the then Millennium Democratic Party (MDP) and entering the National Assembly in 2000. Kim Dae-jung, by then president, made her the first minister for gender equality
               in 2001. Under Kim’s successor, Roh Moo-hyun, she became minister for the environment and then, three years later, prime minister.
               She was also a high-ranking member of the Uri Party, as the MDP had then become. Like most South Korean prime ministers, she was somewhat
               in the shadow of the president, but she threw herself into the post with enthusiasm,
               traveling a lot. In her first year, Forbes magazine in the United States listed her as number 68 among the world’s most powerful women. She served a year and
               then stepped down, hoping to be selected as a candidate in the 2007 presidential election,
               but she was not chosen. Under Roh’s successor, the conservative Lee Myung-bak, she was arrested on charges of bribery, but the charges were dismissed. In 2010,
               she ran for mayor of Seoul, losing narrowly to Oh Se-hoon of the Grand National Party. Despite these setbacks, she remained active in politics. In 2012, she became chair
               of the supreme council of the newly formed Democratic United Party but stepped down the same year. In 2015, she became the first South Korean prime
               minister to be imprisoned when the Supreme Court found her guilty of receiving illegal
               political donations. It was claimed that she had received 880 million won (then $760,000)
               from a business contact. She always denied that she had done anything wrong. She served
               two years in prison, being released in August 2017. She is ineligible to stand for
               political office until 2027.
            

            
            See also CHO YOON-SUN (1966–); PARK GEUN-HYE (1952–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HAN PYO-WOOK (1916–2003)

         
         	
            Han Pyo-wook, known to many Koreans and foreigners alike as Philip Han, was one of
               two members of the South Korean embassy in the United States on 25 June 1950, the day that the Korean War began. It was Han who took the call from the State Department that announced the North Korean attack and who later took a call from President Rhee Syngman with instructions to persuade the U.S. government to come to South Korea’s assistance.
               Han, a first secretary, later accompanied the ambassador, Chang Myon, to call on U.S. president Harry S. Truman to carry out these instructions.
            

            
            Han had studied at Syracuse University in New York, graduating in 1942. He later took a PhD at the University of Michigan
               in 1963. He had remained in the United States during World War II and had then gotten
               to know Rhee. After the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, Han joined
               the new country’s diplomatic service. He remained in Washington for much of the 1950s,
               eventually reaching the rank of minister plenipotentiary, and was closely involved
               with Korean–U.S. negotiations during the Korean War and in the postwar years. In 2002,
               the then U.S. ambassador in Seoul described him as “a key architect of U.S.–Korean relations in their formative years.”
               After leaving Washington, Han held a number of diplomatic posts, including head of
               the South Korean observer mission to the United Nations, culminating in his appointment as ambassador to Great Britain from 1977 to 1980.
            

            
            In retirement, he remained active and, with his good command of English and easy manner,
               was in demand as a regular participant in seminars and programs about the Korean War.
               He also continued to take an interest in Britain and was for some years chair of the
               Korean–British Society in Seoul. He was a strong defender of Rhee and was staunchly
               anticommunist and highly critical of those, such as Kim Dae-jung, who sought improved relations with North Korea. He had met his wife, Choi Chung-nim,
               who also called him Philip, at Syracuse, where she was the first-ever Korean student.
               She too had a PhD from the University of Michigan, obtained in 1949, and Han devoted
               much time to eventually getting it published in the Transactions of the Korean Branch, Royal Asiatic Society, in 1987. His own thesis, “The Problem of Korean Unification,” was published the
               same year. In 2000, Syracuse University established the Han Pyo-wook lecture series,
               which alternated between Syracuse and South Korea.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–)

         
         	
            Han Sung-joo has had a varied career as an academic, diplomat, and UN official. He studied at Seoul National University and took a PhD at the University of California, Berkeley, in the United States. His thesis, a study of politics after the fall of Rhee Syngman in 1960, was published in 1974 as The Failure of Democracy in South Korea. It remains a valuable analytical study of the period. He taught at the City University
               of New York from 1970 to 1978 and then returned to Korea, taking the chair of international
               relations at Korea University. From 1993 to 1994, he was President Kim Young-sam’s first foreign minister, handling the difficult issues raised by the North Korean nuclear program and the U.S. decision to engage in unilateral negotiations with North Korea. He is also credited with coining the term segehwa, often translated as “globalization,” but which he translated as “globalism.” From
               1996 to 1997, he was the UN special representative on Cyprus and in 1999 a member
               of the UN Commission on the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda.
            

            
            Unusual in South Korea, Han was also reemployed at Korea University and for a time
               was acting president as well as the first director of the university’s Ilmin Institute
               of International Relations, founded to commemorate Dr. Kim Sang-man. He also acted as a foreign policy adviser to Lee Hoi-chang during his candidacy for the presidency in 1997 and 2002. When the Association of
               Southeast Asian Nations set up the East Asia Vision Group in 1998, Han served as its
               chair from 2000 to 2001. From 2003 to 2005, he was ambassador to the United States,
               where he again found himself embroiled in North Korean nuclear matters.
            

            
            He has published several books in both Korean and English and is active in a number
               of foreign-affairs-related organizations both at home and abroad. From 1984 to 1993,
               he was a regular contributor to Newsweek magazine. He is married to Professor Yi Song-mi, a well-known art historian, whose sister was married to the economist Kim Jae-ik. Han is often confused with another academic turned diplomat and politician, Han Sung-soo.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; FOREIGN POLICY; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–)

         
         	
            Han Sung-soo has been an academic, member of the National Assembly, ambassador, foreign minister, and prime minister, serving a number of South Korean
               presidents of different political persuasions. He was born in Kangwon Province. He
               took a BA degree at Yonsei University and a master’s at Seoul National University. Then, unlike most of those of his generation,
               who pursued graduate studies in the United States, in 1963 he became one of the first overseas students enrolled at the newly established
               University of York in Great Britain. His PhD thesis, “The Growth and Function of the European Budget” (1968), won a prestigious
               European Community prize in 1971. Han then taught economics at York and at the University
               of Cambridge before moving back to Seoul National University in the late 1970s. He
               taught there until 1988, when he was recruited into the then ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP). Han served three terms in the National Assembly for the DJP and its successor
               party.
            

            
            Han became South Korea’s ambassador to the United Nations in 1993–1994, from which position he was moved to become the chief of staff of President
               Kim Young-sam in 1994–1995, and then deputy prime minister and finance minister from 1996 to 1997.
               Out of office in the early part of the Kim Dae-jung presidency, he was appointed minister of foreign affairs in 2001. This coincided with
               South Korea’s election as chair of the 56th United Nations General Assembly, of which
               Han became president just in time to deal with the aftermath of the terrorist attacks
               in September 2001. After he had completed his year as General Assembly president and
               left the foreign ministry, he returned to the National Assembly as a member of the
               opposition during the Roh Moo-hyun presidency. When the conservative Lee Myung-bak became president in 2008, Han served as his first prime minister for just over a year.
               In this role, he had to handle the beef crisis with the United States. In 2009, he
               retired from politics.
            

            
            Han was the UN special envoy on climate change in 2007 and in 2013 became the special
               envoy for disaster risk reduction and water. He also chaired the UN panel of high-level
               experts on these subjects. He headed the team that unsuccessfully campaigned for the
               town of Pyongchang in his home province to be the site of the 2014 Winter Olympic Games and has been active in other domestic campaigns. He has received many honors and awards,
               including the title of Honorary Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire
               (KBE) in 2004, membership in the Club of Madrid, and an honorary doctorate from the
               University of York. He speaks good English and Japanese and has a quiet manner. His
               wife, Han Son-ja, is a distinguished educator in her own right. Both retain an attachment to Great Britain.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HAN WAN-SANG (1936–)

         
         	
            Academic and political dissident who later held a series of government ministry positions.
               He took BA and MA degrees in sociology from Seoul National University and then went to the United States to study at Emory University, where he received his PhD in 1967. He taught at various
               U.S. universities before returning to Seoul in 1970, where he took up an appointment at Seoul National University (SNU). While
               at SNU, he became increasingly active against the government of President Park Chung-hee, which led to his dismissal in 1977 and a brief period of imprisonment. Released
               in 1980, he returned to teaching and also served as president of the Korean Christian Professors’ Fellowship and chair of the Korean Sociological Society. For a brief period
               under President Kim Young-sam, he served as deputy prime minister and minister of national unification. In the
               1990s, he was president or chair of a number of academic bodies, including the Korean
               Open University (1994–1998). Under President Kim Dae-jung he was again deputy prime minister and minister for education, between 2001 and 2002.
               From 2004 to 2007, he served as president of the South Korean Red Cross as well as
               president of Hansung University. Han has written much on religion in Korea and was the recipient of Emory University’s Sheth Distinguished International
               Alumni Award in 2009. In 2018, President Moon Jae-in appointed him chair of a presidential commission set up to mark the 100th anniversary
               in March 2019 of the Samil Undong (March First Movement) and the Korean Provisional Government.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; LEE HONG-KOO (1934–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HANAHWOE

         
         	
            Soon after the military revolution of 16 May 1961, a group of junior army officers led by then captain Chun Doo-hwan organized a secret military association called the Chilsongwoe (Seven Star Association). In 1964, this changed its name to Hanahwoe or “One Association,” referring to the fact that its original members were all graduates
               of the first four-year Korean Military Academy (KMA) course. Gradually, the group recruited carefully chosen members of other KMA
               classes, who met at Chun’s house in Seoul on a regular basis. It operated as a mutual support and advancement body within the
               military. Its members played a central role in paving Chun’s road to power after President
               Park Chung-hee’s assassination in October 1979, bypassing the normal military chains of command.
            

            
            When Kim Young-sam became president in 1993, he set about controlling and ultimately eliminating the
               association’s influence in the military leadership. Officers were retired early, demoted,
               or dismissed. Those in the military who had been outside the Hanahwoe did not interfere, although some became concerned about what was seen as a loss of
               prestige for the military as a whole.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL DEFENSE FORCES.
            

         

         
         	HANARO NATIONAL UNION
         

         
         	
            A short-lived party that existed between 2002 and 2004, which illustrates most of
               the characteristics of Korean politics and political style. It was created because Lee Han-dong, who served as a prime minister under President Kim Dae-jung in 2002–2003, failed to win the nomination of the then Grand National Party (GNP) as its candidate in the 2002 presidential election. Lee then formed this party
               and stood as its candidate. He came in a poor third, with only 0.3 percent of the
               vote, behind Roh Moo-hyun, who won, and the man who had beaten him for the GNP nomination, Lee Hoi-chang. Lee Han-dong remained in the National Assembly until 2004. When he retired, the party died with him.
            

         

         
         	HANKYOREH

         
         	
            The Hankyoreh, originally known as the Hankyoreh Sinmun, is a South Korean newspaper founded in May 1988. The name can be translated as either
               “One Nation” or “Korean Race.” The newspaper’s staff largely came from former journalists
               from the Chosun Ilbo and the Dong-A Ilbo who had been dismissed because of government pressure under President Chun Doo-hwan. From the beginning, the paper was owned by shareholders and not, like most other
               newspapers, by a corporation or a family. As the name implied, it was patriotic and
               in favor of Korean reunification. However, it did seek a more equitable capitalism,
               although it stressed that it was not anticapitalist, and to many it had a somewhat
               leftist tinge. Others saw it as merely a bit quirky. The paper tried to expose corruption
               and the failings of the state, but at the same time, it did not hesitate to criticize
               President Roh Moo-hyun, the most “left-wing” president that South Korea has had since 1948. It was also
               often critical of North Korea, even if it was at the same time not a great fan of the United States, especially under President George W. Bush.
            

            
            It saw itself as innovative. From the beginning, it declined to use hanja (Chinese characters), whereas most Korean newspapers did so at the time because it
               allowed for more compact headlines. The paper eventually dropped Sinmun (newspaper) from its title to become just Hankyoreh. It embraced internet journalism ahead of other newspapers, and it makes use of social
               media such as Twitter and Facebook. In addition to the main newspaper, it began publishing
               a news magazine, Hankyoreh 21, in 1994, and Cine 21, covering Korean films and the cinema, in 1995. This eventually became a completely separate publication in 2011. Hankyoreh also has a research and policy institute, the Hankyoreh Foundation for Reunification
               and Culture; the current (2019) unification minister, Kim Yun-chul, is among those who have worked there. The Hankyoreh now claims to be the country’s fourth-largest newspaper, after the conservative papers
               Dong-A, Chosun, and JoongAng Ilbo. 

            
            See also KYUNGHYANG SINMUN; LANGUAGE AND WRITING.
            

         

         
         	HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE

         
         	
            Traditional Korean health care relied on a mixture of Korean Oriental medicine (based, for the most part, on herbal remedies and acupuncture) and shamanism. There was little understanding of illness or disease. The regular epidemics that
               struck the Korean people were seen by most as acts of heaven, and shamans would be
               called upon to perform ceremonies to appease the powers causing them. From the 1870s
               onward, Western medical approaches to illness began to enter the country, first via
               the Japanese and then via Western doctors. Some of South Korea’s modern hospitals date from this
               period. Improvements in health care occurred during the Japanese colonial period,
               especially in attempts to control tuberculosis (TB) and other communicable diseases.
               Koreans complain that much of this effort was designed to protect the small Japanese
               community rather than the population at large. Average life expectancy among Koreans was low: 37 years from birth in the
               1920s and less than 45 years at the end of the Japanese colonial period. In 1945,
               only 12.5 percent of the total population was over the age of 50. This was similar
               to the situation in most Western European countries and the United States ca. 1900.
            

            
            Between 1945 and 1948, the United States Army Military Government in Korea tried to tackle some of the deficiencies, and a public health system began with the
               establishment of a department of public health at the newly established Seoul National
               University. The Korean War (1950–1953) disrupted such efforts. Large movements of people and the collapse of
               what public services existed resulted in heavy increases in diseases. Large numbers
               of wounded veterans needed medical attention and support.
            

            
            A desperately poor country was hard put to cope. A government publication in 1960
               noted that life expectancy in 1958 was 47. Of a total population of about 22.5 million,
               only 2.5 million had adequate water supplies; many depended on wells. Most drains
               were uncovered, and inadequately treated human excrement was used as a fertilizer.
               To meet the health needs of the population, there were just under 7,000 Western medicine
               doctors, of whom 713 were female; 1,215 dentists (71 female); 2,373 traditional medicine
               doctors (14 female); 2,878 midwives; and 2,962 nurses. While there were 50 general
               hospitals and 96 other hospitals, most medical support came from around 3,000 clinics.
               Training took place in 8 medical colleges, 2 dental colleges, 25 midwife and nursing
               schools, and 1 school of public health. Even if spread evenly throughout the country,
               these would have been inadequate, but in reality, most medical facilities and most
               staff were concentrated in the cities. The capital, Seoul, had a ratio of one doctor for every 800 people, compared with the theoretical national
               provision of 3.2 doctors per 10,000 of the population as a whole. Much of the medical
               provision was in private hands. It was also noted that many qualified medical personnel
               did not stay in Korea but sought employment overseas. In some cases, such as nurses
               who went to Germany in the early 1960s, this was done with government encouragement.
            

            
            Around this time, South Korea was probably not far from its lowest point. By the late
               1970s, after two decades devoted to the development of the economy, there were major improvements in most health matters. A health insurance scheme
               was introduced in 1963 that covered expenditure during childbirth, death, and disease
               based on contributions by the insured and, for those in work, employers. By 1978,
               10 percent of the population was covered, and numbers were growing quickly; the entire
               population was covered by 1989. More than 20,000 doctors, 33,000 nurses, and 4,000
               midwives operated out 301 main hospitals, and thousands of other medical facilities,
               including some specialized ones. There were 3,000 dentists and just under 2,000 dental
               clinics. A much smaller number of traditional medicine doctors (2,852) and clinics
               (2,306) also provided medical support. The ratio of doctors to patients was now one
               per 1,614, and there was one bed for every 1,283 people. The majority of medical facilities—over
               90 percent—were still privately owned, and this has remained a feature of Korean health
               care. By 1976, over 50 percent of drugs used were Korean made, and there were more
               than 700 drug companies by 1978. Koreans were living longer; life expectancy had gone
               up by about 20 years, to 67. Sanitation and water supplies had improved, although
               in the early 1980s, even in Seoul it was advisable to boil drinking water. Artificial
               fertilizers had replaced human excrement, which reduced waterborne and parasitic diseases.
               Cholera, typhus, smallpox, and malaria, once scourges of the Korean people, had been
               eradicated. It was still deemed advisable to take malaria prophylactics, however,
               especially in the northern part of the country near the Demilitarized Zone. Malaria continued to exist in North Korea, and mosquitoes were no respecters of boundaries.
            

            
            Major health problems nevertheless persisted. TB was still serious, although the percentage
               of those suffering from it had fallen to 2.8 by 1978. As many as 150,000 TB patients
               were receiving free medicine, and an active campaign took place to inoculate children
               with the Bacillus Calmette-Guérin (BCG) vaccine. Over two million children, of whom
               123,000 proved to be infected, received BCG injections in 1978. Leprosy (Hansen’s
               disease) was declining, but there were believed to be 60,000 suffering with it, of
               whom just under 50 percent were registered and about 2,400 had active symptoms. Although
               compulsory isolation of those concerned had stopped in the early 1960s, there were
               still five private rehabilitation centers and one national leprosarium looking after
               around 5,000 patients. Another 15,000 outpatients received free medicine. The imbalance
               between rural and urban provision has also continued.
            

            
            Korean health care is regarded as a success. It remains largely privately provided,
               with a strong element of government supervision. The health insurance scheme covers
               most, and even if it does not meet all costs, it goes a long way toward providing
               coverage at crucial stages. A small number of the very poor and some groups such as
               certain artists and crafts’ specialists (living “national treasures”) are covered by government premiums. Most of the killer diseases of the past have
               disappeared or are under control. Life expectancy is now around 80 years from birth,
               mostly attributable to the decline in infant mortality. One testimony to success is
               the growing strength of medical and cosmetic tourism. Another is the reduction of deaths from stomach cancer and cardiovascular diseases.
            

            
            New health problems have emerged, as they have in all countries. Pollution and urbanization
               affect health. Smoking is common, with 36.3 percent of adult males and 4.3 percent
               of females smoking regularly. The government has taken firm measures to tackle this
               issue, with smoking banned in all public buildings and an increasing range of other
               public places. Heavy fines are imposed on offenders. Some local authorities have introduced
               even stronger controls; Seoul has taken the lead here. Doctors are accused of overprescribing
               drugs and of having too close links to pharmaceutical companies. Attempts by the government
               of President Kim Dae-jung to stop the lucrative sale of drugs by hospitals and clinics led to two walkouts by
               doctors in 2000. The dispute was eventually settled by the government agreeing to
               increase fees paid to doctors, which heavily increased the costs of medical service.
               In an effort to reduce such costs, which had risen from US$943.8 per capita in 2002
               to $2,371 in 2013, and to take advantage of the revolution in the use of telecommunications, the government of President Park Geun-hye advocated the introduction of “telemedicine.” It was hoped that this would reduce
               time-consuming face-to face consultations, but the proposal led to protests in 2014.
               Since President Park was impeached and lost her position in 2017, little has been
               heard of the idea. Attempts by President Moon Jae-in since 2017 to introduce reforms in health care have met with strong opposition from
               doctors’ organizations.
            

            
            See also SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS; WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

         

         
         	HENDERSON, GREGORY (1922–1988)

         
         	
            Gregory Henderson took undergraduate and graduate degrees at Harvard University in the United States. During World War II, he learned Japanese in the U.S. foreign service and was assigned to Tokyo in 1945. He then volunteered
               to go to Korea, where he remained as vice consul in the U.S. embassy until the outbreak
               of the Korean War. A memorandum he wrote in August 1949, recording conversations with South Korean
               military officers, fell into North Korean hands when Seoul was captured in June 1950. Ever since, it has been used by North Korea as evidence
               that the South intended to provoke a war. Henderson again served in Japan in the early
               1950s and returned to South Korea between 1958 and 1963. He also served in Germany.
            

            
            Henderson was an avid collector of Korean art and accumulated a large and important
               collection during his two spells in Seoul. He was also a student of the local political
               scene, which led to his writing the book Korea: The Politics of the Vortex, published in 1968, which remains an important study of the dynamics of Korean politics.
               The work was critical of South Korean leaders, including Park Chung-hee. He was later critical of Chun Doo-hwan, who became president after Park’s assassination in 1979. As a result, Henderson
               was banned from visiting the country for many years. Another factor putting him in
               bad odor with the South Korean government was his art collection, some of which it
               was claimed he had taken out of the country illegally, a claim he always denied. He
               was eventually allowed to return in the mid-1980s.
            

            
            Henderson taught at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.
               He also remained close to Harvard. After his death in October 1988, his widow, Maia
               Henderson (Maria-Christine Elisabeth von Magnus, 1923–2008), a German sculptor whom
               he married in 1954, presented part of his collection of Korean ceramics to the Arthur
               M. Sackler Museum at Harvard.
            

            
            See also KNEZ, EUGENE IRVING (1916–2010).
            

         

         
         	HEYMAN, ALAN CHARLES (1931–2014)

         
         	
            Alan Heyman was a musicologist who played a major role in bringing knowledge of Korean
               music to the West. He was born in New York City and took a degree in musicology at the University of Colorado, where he also attended a premedical course. When he was conscripted into
               the U.S. army during the Korean War, this medical training led to his being assigned to a mobile army surgical hospital
               unit in Korea. By his own admission, he had never heard of Korea at the time. While
               stationed at Uijongbu, north of Seoul, he heard Korean traditional music used at night by enemy troops to disturb their
               opponents. It had the opposite effect on Heyman, who was intrigued by the sounds he
               heard rather than disturbed. This led him to earn a master’s degree in musicology
               from Columbia University after his discharge. When it became possible for nonmilitary
               personnel to go to South Korea in 1960, he went. He lived a hand-to-mouth existence,
               swopping English lessons for musical training. He learned to play and to compose traditional
               formal music. Always short of money, he was willing to take on any sort of work, especially
               if it was related to music. This included writing music for Korean films. Beset by
               a series of disasters, including the death of his first wife, he always bounced back,
               all the while working to preserve and propagate Korea’s musical heritage. His achievements
               were recognized. In 1995, the year he became a Korean citizen, he received the Korean
               Order of Cultural Merit. The following year, he received a UNESCO Cultural Award,
               and in 2011, President Lee Myung-bak awarded him the Silver Crown of Cultural Merit. In his will, he left his collection
               of traditional Korean musical instruments to the Korean Traditional Music Center in
               Seoul.
            

            
            See also MILLER, CARL FERRIS (1921–2002).
            

         

         
         	HIJACKING OF SOUTH KOREAN AIRPLANES

         
         	
            There have been two hijackings of South Korean aircraft to North Korea. The first took place in February 1958, when a passenger plane belonging to Korean
               Airlines (KAL; now Korean Air), on its way to Seoul from Pusan, was diverted to North Korea. North Korea claimed that the aircraft had “escaped”
               from the South. All passengers and crew were returned in March 1958. The second took
               place in December 1969, when a KAL passenger aircraft was hijacked en route from Kangnung
               on the east coast to Seoul and also diverted to North Korea. Of the 47 passengers
               on board, 35 were returned to South Korea in February 1970 along with four crew members.
               Those who did not return included a television cameraman. He may have been employed
               in North Korean television. Two of the female flight attendants were later reported
               to be working as announcers on the North Korean clandestine broadcasting station, Voice of National Salvation, which claimed to be based in South Korea. Some
               of those hijacked in 1969 have turned up at family reunions in recent years. In 2008, the son of one of those detained in the North established
               the Committee of Families of Those Detained. This group has campaigned in the South
               and internationally. It has contrasted the attention paid to foreigners held in North
               Korea with that given South Koreans.
            

            
            On 12 September 2001, a day after the attack on the World Trade Center in New York,
               a Korean Air flight landed at Whitehorse in Canada because of what was assumed to
               be a hijacking. In fact, there had been confusion between the hijacking warning and
               the low fuel warning.
            

         

         
         	HO CHONG (1896–1988)

         
         	
            Ho Chong was born in Pusan and graduated from Posong College (now Korea University). While still at school, he met the future president Rhee Syngman and worked with him in the United States between 1921 and 1932. He remained a faithful supporter until Rhee’s ouster from the
               presidency in 1960. Rhee, in turn, placed great trust in him. Ho was a leading figure
               in the Korean Democratic Party (Hanguk minjudang). Elected to the National Assembly in 1948, he served as minister of transport (1948–1950), minister of social affairs
               (1950–1952), and acting premier (1950–1951). But he did not agree with the creation
               of the Liberal Party in 1952 and left the government. Although Rhee frequently asked him to return to office,
               he did not do so until 1957, when he accepted appointment as mayor of Seoul, a post he held until 1959. After a brief spell as head of the South Korean diplomatic
               negotiating mission to Japan, he became minister of foreign affairs (April–August 1960). He became acting president
               following the fall of the First Republic in April 1960. In this role, it fell to him
               to persuade a number of senior members of the national defense forces to resign in May 1960 in return for appointments as ambassadors, paving the way for
               the establishment of the Second Republic in August 1960. But his authority was weak,
               and while some of those connected with the Rhee administration were punished, others
               were not, which caused political tensions. Part of Ho’s problem was that he had little
               desire for power. After 1961, he served as adviser to the National Unification Board
               (1969–1984), as a member of the Advisory Council on State Affairs (1980–1988), and
               as chairman of the National Unification Advisers’ Conference (1980–1984).
            

            
            See also PAIK SUN-YUP (1920–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HODGE, JOHN REED (1893–1963)

         
         	
            Hodge was born in Golconda, Illinois, in 1893. He joined the United States Army and served in France in World War I. He served on the General Staff before Pearl Harbor and acquired a
               reputation as a brave and competent soldier during the Pacific War. At the end of
               the war, he was a lieutenant general, in command of the XXIV Corps of the 10th Army.
               In this capacity, he was ordered to move his troops to Korea to take the Japanese surrender south of the 38th parallel, and also to take over the day-to-day running of South Korea. Nothing in Hodge’s
               previous experience had prepared him for this task, and he was more or less left without
               orders for the next six months.
            

            
            Hodge and his colleagues arrived in Korea unprepared for the revolutionary fervor
               that they found. Hodge’s main concern was to preserve law and order, and at first,
               he made little distinction between Koreans and Japanese, using the latter for a short
               period to control the former. This, and his decision to suppress the People’s Committees
               and other popular movements, led to Korean opposition. In addition, Hodge had few
               Korean-speaking staff and instead became increasingly reliant on a small group of
               English-speaking Koreans. These tended to come from wealthy and conservative backgrounds,
               often with close links to the former Japanese Government-General of Korea, which added to popular resentment. At the same time, Hodge did not get along with
               Rhee Syngman after the latter’s return from exile in October 1945. All in all, under Hodge, the
               United States Army Military Government in Korea seemed to be less responsive to Korean hopes and aspirations than the Soviet forces
               in North Korea.
            

            
            Hodge also had to represent the United States in the Joint United States–Soviet Union Commission on Trusteeship set up in December 1945. He did not find it easy working with the Soviet representatives,
               and when the commission proved unworkable, he was happy to see the matter referred
               to the United Nations in 1947. Hodge left Korea in August 1948 as two separate regimes emerged on the peninsula.
               He retired from the army in 1953 and died in 1963.
            

         

         
         	HOMELAND RESERVE FORCES

         
         	
            The Homeland Reserve Forces were established in April 1968. They totaled 2.5 million
               personnel in 191 reserve battalions with 2,018 companies. The reservists were under
               the operational control of the national defense forces, and they received part of their training at regular military installations. All
               veterans remained in the reserve units until the age of 35 in the case of enlisted men, and
               until 45 in the case of officers. In June 1975, a Combat Land Reserve Corps was set
               up under the Homeland Reserve Forces. In 2002, there were 4.5 million members of these
               forces; this had fallen to just under 3 million by 2014, as the forces were turned
               into a more professional body. An ongoing program is under way to improve weapons,
               personal equipment, and communications.
            

         

         
         	HONG JUN-PYO (1954–)

         
         	
            In the South Korean 2017 presidential election, brought about by the impeachment of
               President Park Geun-hye, Hong Jun-pyo was the chief conservative candidate, coming in a poor second to Moon Jae-in. Hong had already acquired a reputation as a right-wing populist, who apparently
               modeled himself on U.S. president Donald Trump. Hong took a bachelor of law degree at Korea University and then took the bar examination. He became a prosecutor in South Kyongsang Province,
               where he acquired a reputation for hard work and determination. He played a role in
               the prosecution of some high-profile cases, such as those involving former presidents
               Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo. Hong then turned to politics, joining the New Korea Party. He served in the National Assembly from 1996 to 2012, transferring his allegiance to the Grand National Party, of which he was chair until replaced by Park Geun-hye in 2012. He then served as
               the governor of South Kyongsang Province from 2012 to 2017. In hard-line, right-wing
               rhetoric, he opposed legalization of homosexuality and other liberal causes.
            

            
            After his failure in the 2017 elections, Hong was quiet for a time and announced that
               he would retire from politics. Then in December 2018, he announced that he was establishing
               a YouTube channel, to be known as “TV Honka-cola.” The channel was, he claimed, “the
               last chance to end the crazy wind of the liberals . . . [and] . . . save the country.”
               (Cola has a reputation in South Korea as a remedy for bloated stomachs.) He also said
               that he would be establishing a right-wing think tank. He did make one or two appearances
               on YouTube, but both the TV Honka-cola channel and the think tank appear to have faded
               away. He has expressed disbelief that a conservative politician such as Trump could
               support a South Korean liberal government and have links with North Korea.
            

            
            During the 2017 presidential campaign, Hong was forced to defend a passage in his
               2005 autobiography that described helping a fellow student to rape a woman using a
               drug. At first, he said that all Korean men would have a similar story, but later
               he claimed that he had been misrepresented.
            

         

         
         	HONG SUK-CHA (1933–)

         
         	
            A graduate of Ewha Woman’s University and holder of a doctoral degree, she served as assistant to the minister of foreign
               affairs in 1959, vice consul in New York in 1965, and chair of the Korean National
               Council of Women (1980–1987). In the 1987 presidential election, she ran as a candidate
               for the presidency for the Social Democratic Party, but like a number of other small party nominees, she withdrew from the race in favor
               of the Democratic Justice Party candidate, Roh Tae-woo. She has taken no further part in public life.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS

         
         	
            Under the revised Constitution of 1952, the Election Law for an upper house, named the House of Councillors (Chamuiwon), was promulgated in January 1958 after a long period of bickering in the National Assembly. Each city and province constituted an electoral district; between two and eight
               councillors were to be elected from each district, each representing 600,000 constituents;
               and the total number of councillors was to be not more than 70. The elections for
               the upper house were to be held within a year after the promulgation of the law, but
               President Rhee Syngman failed to implement the law.
            

            
            When the First Republic fell and the Constitution was amended in June 1960, it was
               decided that the upper house would be established according to the previous Election
               Law for the House of Councillors, with some modifications. According to the revised
               law, only the city of Seoul and each province would constitute an electoral district, each electing between two
               and eight councillors to serve a three-year term. In June 1960, 58 councillors were
               elected from 10 electoral districts (Seoul plus nine provinces). Professor L. George Paik of Yonsei University and a former minister of education was elected president. However, following the military revolution of 16 May 1961, the National Assembly was abolished. When constitutional government was restored in 1963, the House of Councillors
               was not reestablished.
            

            
            See also HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

         
         	
            The National Assembly (Minuiwom) established in 1948 had one house until the upper house, named the House of Councillors, was established in July 1960 under the revised Constitution. The lower house was then designated the House of Representatives. As before, each
               member of the lower house represented 100,000 constituents, serving a four-year term.
               Under the new National Assembly Election Law of 1962, the country was divided into
               131 single-member districts and 44 additional at-large districts. Each single-district
               representative was elected by popular vote, and at-large seats were distributed to
               each party according to the percentage of popular votes it received. When the unicameral
               legislative system was restored under the Constitution of 1963, the South Korean legislature
               was simply called the National Assembly.
            

            
            Currently, the total number of seats is 300, of which 253 are elected from single-member
               electoral districts, and 47 are national constituency seats that are distributed to
               political parties winning five seats or more in the direct election. All members of
               the National Assembly are elected for four-year terms of office.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949)

         
         	
            Homer B. Hulbert (for understandable reasons, he does not seem to have used his middle
               name), was born in New Haven, Vermont, where his father was a Congregational minister.
               He graduated from Dartmouth College and began studies at Union Theological College
               in New York. He left after two years, to go to Korea as a Methodist missionary. Arriving
               in Seoul in 1886, he taught English at the Royal School. He also set about learning Korean
               and became particularly interested in the written language. He apparently did not like Chinese and became a devotee of the Korean hangul script. In 1891, he produced the first Western textbook on hangul, which was followed by a number of other works on the subject. He was also active
               in the foreign community, being one of the founders of the Seoul Union Club. Hulbert
               returned briefly to the United States in 1891, taking up a post as the principal of the Putnam Military Academy in Ohio.
            

            
             By 1893, he was back in Korea. That year, he became manager of the Trilingual Press,
               a Methodist-run publishing house, publishing The Korean Repository, to which he also contributed. When Philip Jaesohn founded the Independent newspaper in 1897, Hulbert edited the English-language version. During these years,
               he also got to know Emperor Kojong. In 1901, when the Trilingual Press began to publish
               a monthly, The Korea Review, Hulbert became both the editor and the main contributor. His interests had turned
               to Korea’s history. This led to the publication of A History of Korea, which appeared in installments in the Review and in a two-volume edition in 1905. Hulbert sought to change the widespread perception
               that Korea had always been dominated by China and had little real distinctiveness
               from its big neighbor. It was a valiant, if somewhat turgid, effort that brought him
               into conflict with fellow scholar-missionaries such as James Scarth Gale. Around the same time, Hulbert worked as a stringer for the Associated Press during
               the 1904–1905 war between Russia and Japan.
            

            
             The defeat of Russia left the Japanese a free hand in Korea. Up to that point, Hulbert
               had largely shared the views of many foreigners in Korea that the country was in urgent
               need of reform that the emperor and the court seemed incapable of delivering. Japan
               seemed to be the obvious choice to lead this reform. But as Japan tightened control,
               leading to the declaration of a protectorate in November 1905, Hulbert became steadily
               disillusioned. When Emperor Kojong sought assistance from the United States, it was
               to Hulbert he turned to argue the case that the Korea–Japan Treaty had been brought
               about by force and was invalid. Hulbert went to Washington, but quickly found that
               the United States was not interested in taking up the cause of Korea. He returned
               to Korea, taking an increasingly anti-Japanese stand. This included a detailed account
               of Japan’s behavior, The Passing of Korea, published in 1906. When Kojong secretly sent a delegation to the 1907 Peace Conference
               in the Hague, Hulbert joined them on what turned out to be another futile mission.
               He returned to Korea but was expelled by the Japanese, returning to the United States.
               He claimed that he was allowed back briefly in 1909 under police escort to sort out
               his affairs.
            

            
             Thereafter his home was in the United States. He was ordained in 1911 and became
               an active participant in the Chautauqua movement, a Methodist-associated educational
               and entertainment program that still functions. During World War I, he worked with
               the Young Men’s Christian Association in France. But Korea remained a strong interest, and he frequently wrote and lectured about
               the country. He was in touch with Korean exiles, including Philip Jaesohn and Rhee Syngman. Together with these two, he took part in the Korea Liberty Conference held in Washington,
               D.C., early in 1942. After the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, Rhee
               Syngman, now president, invited Hulbert as a guest of government. Although aged 86,
               he accepted. It was reported that as he embarked, he said that he “would sooner be
               buried in Korea than in Westminster Abbey.” If so, he got his wish. He arrived sick
               and died a week later, on 5 August 1949. He was given a government funeral and buried
               in the Foreign Cemetery. The following year, he was posthumously awarded the Order
               of Taeguk for his services to Korean independence.
            

            
             Hulbert continues to be honored in South Korea. When Yonsei University Press began
               to republish a series of early Western books on Korea in 1969, the first one was Hulbert’s
               The Passing of Korea. A commemorative society keeps his memory alive. When its members realized in the
               1990s that Hulbert’s grave only gave his name in Roman letters, it arranged for it
               to be added in Korean; President Kim Dae-jung provided the calligraphy.
            

            
            See also BETHELL, ERNEST THOMAS (1872–1909); CHRISTIANITY; MCCUNE FAMILY; MOFFETT, SAMUEL AUSTIN (1864–1939); RELIGIONS; SCHOFIELD, FRANK (1889–1970); UNDERWOOD FAMILY.
            

         

         
         	HWANG JANG-YOP (1923–2010)

         
         	
            In February 1997, Hwang Jang-yop, a secretary of the Central Committee of the North Korean ruling Korean Workers’ Party (KWP), became the highest-ranking defector from North Korea to the South since the 1950–1953 Korean War. The importance of the defection was not confined to Hwang’s current party role.
               He was widely credited with being the main theorist of the KWP’s juche (self-reliance) philosophy and had been tutor to Kim Jong Il, the son and heir of North Korea’s first leader, Kim Il-sung. Hwang’s defection, which took place in China following a visit to Japan, and which appears to have been arranged by the South Korean Agency for National
               Security Planning (now the National Intelligence Service), was at first seen as indicating major problems within the North Korean regime.
            

            
            However, although the defection was denounced by the North, and Hwang revealed some
               details of how the North Korean political structure operated, it soon became clear
               that he had long been away from the center of political power and that personal as
               well as political reasons had played a part in his defection. There appeared to be
               no repercussions in the North. Hwang also found that the government of President Kim Dae-jung, who was elected soon after the defection, was anxious to pursue a new approach to
               the North, the “sunshine policy.” This made it unwilling to let him propagate his views, or for a long time, to travel
               abroad. The return to a more conservative stand under President Lee Myung-bak in 2008 made Hwang’s critical view of the North more acceptable. By then, however,
               his direct knowledge was over 10 years out of date, which limited its effectiveness.
               Nevertheless, for the last two years of his life, Hwang made regular pronouncements
               on the situation in the North, usually in his capacity as president of the Committee
               for the Democratization of North Korea. The North appears to have made one or two
               attempts to have him assassinated, but in the end, he died of natural causes in Seoul on 10 October 2010.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; SONG DU-YUL (1944–); THAE YONG-HO (1962–).
            

         

         
         	HWANG KYO-AHN (1957–)

         
         	
            A lawyer by training, Hwang was briefly acting president of South Korea from 6 December
               2016 until 11 May 2017, between the impeachment of President Park Geun-hye and the election of President Moon Jae-in. Hwang studied law at Sunkyukwan University, graduating in 1981. He then passed the bar examinations and became a state prosecutor,
               particularly known for his rigid interpretation of the National Security Law. In 2013, President Park appointed him as the minister of justice, a post he held
               for two years before becoming prime minister. During his time as justice minister,
               he was criticized, along with Park, for the handling of the Sewol incident, and for the way that he oversaw the controversial case against the Unified Progressive Party. As prime minister, he was seen as very supportive of President Park, even suggesting
               that the problems of the administration were his fault, not hers. As the Constitution provides that the prime minister steps in as acting president if the incumbent is
               unable to function for whatever reason, Hwang took over when Park was impeached by
               the National Assembly. At one time, he considered running in the subsequent presidential elections but
               apparently thought better of it; he was unlikely to have been successful in the heightened
               atmosphere of the time. After leaving office, he kept a low profile for a time, but
               eventually joined the conservative Liberty Korea Party in November 2018. The following February, he became the party’s leader.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HWANG SON-WON (1915–2000)

         
         	
            Born near Pyongyang, now in North Korea, Hwang is regarded as one of Korea’s most accomplished short story writers, although
               he was also a novelist and a poet. His first published poems appeared in 1931 while
               he was still a middle school student, and his first short stories in 1937. He read
               English at Waseda University in Japan and settled in South Korea after the division of the peninsula in 1945. He was a schoolteacher
               before becoming a professor of Korean literature at Kyunghee University. His most
               successful novel, published in 1960, was Namduel Bitare Seoda (Trees on a slope), which dealt with the effects of the Korean War on three soldiers. He has been widely acclaimed for his grasp of character, his ability
               to handle town and country scenes, and his vast array of characters. He won several
               domestic prizes and has been much translated.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

         

         
         	HWANG SUN-MI (1963–)

         
         	
            Hwang Sun-mi has enjoyed great domestic and international success as a children’s
               writer since she began publishing in 1995. Her most famous work is The Hen Who Dreamed She Could Fly, originally published in Korean as Madangul Naon Amtak in 2000. It has been translated into many languages and is also the basis of a successful
               animated film. She has published 30 books in all and has won many prizes. As well
               as writing, she is also an adjunct professor at the Institute of the Arts in Seoul. In 2014, she appeared at the Cambridge Literary Festival in Great Britain and was one of those chosen as an “Author of the Day” at the London Book Fair. Another
               book, translated as The Dog Who Dared to Dream, appeared in 2016.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

         

         
         	HYUN IN-TAEK (1954–)

         
         	
            Hyun In-taek was unification minister from January 2009 to August 2011. He was credited
               with devising the approach to North Korea that marked the presidency of Lee Myung-bak, which swung away from the engagement policy of the two previous presidents, Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun, toward a tougher and more pragmatic line. Hyun was born in Cholla Province and graduated
               from Korea University in Seoul. He then took a PhD at the University of California, Los Angeles. Returning to Korea,
               he worked at Korea University’s Ilmin Institute for International Affairs and at the
               Sejong Institute (originally the Ilhae Foundation), eventually becoming professor of political science and international relations
               at Korea University. After Lee Myung-bak won the 2007 presidential election, Hyun
               joined his transitional team as adviser on North Korea. He devised Lee’s “Vision 3000”
               policy, which proposed that, in return for the North abandoning its nuclear program and pursuing a policy of openness, the South would work toward raising North
               Korean per capita income to US$3,000. In terms of following a tough line, Hyun’s approach
               could be said to be successful; in terms of achieving a change of approach by the
               North, it was anything but. In August 2011, in what many saw as a move away from the
               previous tough line, Lee replaced Hyun with former ambassador to China Yu Woo-ik, although Hyun was kept on as special adviser to the president on unification
               matters. He also returned to academic life.
            

            
            See also HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; “SUNSHINE POLICY”.
            

         

         
         	HYUN SOONG-JONG (1919–)

         
         	
            Hyun Soong-jong was briefly prime minister under President Roh Tae-woo from October 1992 to February 1993, at the very end of Roh’s presidency. He graduated
               from Kyongsong College (now Korea University) in 1943, where he later became a professor, and spent his whole career in education. He was president of Sungkyunkwan University from 1974 to 1980 and of Hallym University
               from 1989 to 1992. He returned to academia when Kim Young-sam became president in 1993.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	HYUNDAI GROUP

         
         	
            Hyundai was originally one of the biggest of the chaebol, South Korea’s industrial and business conglomerates. In 1946, Chung Ju-yung, who came originally from North Korea, founded Hyundai Auto Services, dealing in spare parts. The following year, Chung
               established Hyundai Civil Works Company. These merged into the Hyundai Construction
               and Engineering Works in 1950. By 1960, this was the largest construction company
               in South Korea.
            

            
            During the next 20 years, Hyundai expanded into engineering, petrochemicals, shipbuilding,
               and finance. Hyundai Construction built most of the new roads and tall apartment blocks
               that became a symbol of South Korea’s rapidly growing economy under President Park Chung-hee. South Korea’s first modern ships came from Hyundai yards, while the country’s first
               indigenous automobile, the Pony, was produced by Hyundai in 1976. Later, the group
               would branch out into new industries such as computers. Chung and his brothers remained firmly in control of the various
               companies that made up the Hyundai Group, and Chung became group chairman in 1971,
               a post he held until 1987, when he began to take an interest in politics.
            

            
            Because of his North Korean background, Chung also used Hyundai to develop links with
               North Korea. Following a visit to the North with 501 cattle in June 1998, he returned
               with more cattle in the fall. This eventually led to the creation of Hyundai Asan,
               a company that developed tourist links with the North, but which also seems to have acted as a channel for the South
               Korean government to pass funds to the North as part of President Kim Dae-jung’s “sunshine policy.”

            
            By that stage, Hyundai was already in trouble. Chung’s political career had attracted
               the wrath of President Kim Young-sam, and the group was subject to a series of tax audits and probes. Family disputes
               over control of the group, as a second generation came to the fore, did not help.
               When Chung died in March 2001, Hyundai broke up, but the individual components were
               still important. Although only one part of the original group, Hyundai Motors was
               still the fourth-largest chaebol in 2002, but it was a long way from the number one position the group had occupied
               for many years. The group is now made up of the following companies: Hyundai Construction
               Equipment India Pvt. Ltd.; Hyundai Construction Equipment Americas, Inc.; Hyundai
               Asan; Hyundai Elevator; Hyundai Merchant Marine; Hyundai Research Institute; Hyundai
               U&I; Hyundai Welding; and Hyundai Power Equipment (UK).
            

            
            See also CHUNG MONG-KOO (1938–); CHUNG MONG-JOON (1951–); CHUNG SE-YUNG (1928–2001); INDUSTRY AND INDUSTRIALIZATION; INVESTMENT; TRADE.
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         	ILHAE FOUNDATION

         
         	
            On the airplane returning from Burma after the 1983 Rangoon bombing, a group of those traveling with President Chun Doo-hwan suggested that something should be done for the families of the bereaved. From this
               suggestion emerged an institute that would eventually become the Ilhae Foundation
               in 1986. “Ilhae,” meaning “sun from the sea,” was described as Chun’s pen name, though
               it is not clear when he ever used it. A number of senior chaebol leaders agreed to provide funds. From the beginning the organization had a dual function.
               One part, eventually the Ilhae Foundation, provided funds for scholarships for the
               children of those killed, while the other, the Ilhae Institute, was to be an academic
               think tank dealing with peace and security issues. In addition to the strong business
               involvement, officers from the military and the Agency for National Security Planning
               (ANSP; now the National Intelligence Service) also played a prominent, if not always publicized, role. Chun was the foundation’s
               president, and the first director was Kim Ki-hwan, a prominent economist. Grandiose buildings were erected at Songnam near Seoul, and a distinguished set of political figures joined as senior fellows. Fellows were
               well-qualified academics and graduate research assistants from top Korean and foreign
               universities. Large amounts of money continued to be collected from business leaders.
            

            
            As Chun faced increasing political difficulties in 1987 and 1988, more and more of
               the money destined for the foundation found its way into the fund he was building
               up for political purposes or into providing him with luxurious accommodation. As a
               result, when Roh Tae-woo became president, and after the ruling party lost control of the National Assembly in February 1988, demands for investigations into Ilhae and other aspects of Chun’s
               rule led to National Assembly hearings. These were televised, and people watched avidly as the proceedings revealed
               the details of ANSP and military involvement, the pressures on business to contribute,
               and the diversion of funds away from the stated purpose of the foundation. Chun apologized
               and resigned from Ilhae. His place was taken by the honorary head of the Hyundai Group, Chung Ju-yung, who was probably the person who had originally suggested its establishment.
            

            
            In May 1988, the Ilhae Foundation changed its name to the Sejong Institute. This organization
               carries on the original twin functions of Ilhae.
            

            
            See also LIM DONG-WON (1933–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	IM JONG-SUK (1966–)

         
         	
            In May 2017, Im Jong-suk became chief secretary to newly elected President Moon Jae-in. This was a powerful and important position in the Blue House. He had previously managed Moon’s campaigns for selection as his party’s candidate
               for the unexpected presidential election caused by the impeachment and dismissal of
               President Park Geun-hye. The appointment was not uncontroversial. While at Hanyang University in the 1980s, Im had been a prominent antigovernment activist in the student movement and was sentenced to three and a half years in jail for allegedly aiding a fellow
               activist, Lim Soo-kyung, to go to North Korea to attend the 1989 Pyongyang World Youth Festival. There was particular concern in
               conservative circles that Im might still be pro–North Korea in his views and might
               have influence because of President Moon’s wish to improve relations with the North.
               Im has denied that he is pro–North Korean, but there was some adverse comment when
               he was seen to play a prominent role during the 2018 Winter Olympics, held in South Korea, to which the North sent a high-powered delegation.
            

         

         
         	IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979)

         
         	
            Known to foreigners as Ben C. Limb, Im was South Korea’s foreign minister at the outbreak
               of the Korean War in June 1950. He was born in Puyo in South Chungchong Province and attended the
               Young Men’s Christian Association School in Seoul, where he was taught by the future president, Rhee Syngman. He followed Rhee to the United States and studied at Ohio University. He also became active in the exiled Korean nationalist
               movements, organizing a meeting in Philadelphia in April 1919 at which both Rhee and
               Philip Jaesohn were present, to capitalize on the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in Seoul. Although the meeting was soon adjourned in disarray, Im served for a time
               as Rhee’s secretary in the Korean Provisional Government. Rhee also gave him the rank of colonel in the largely nonexistent Provisional Government
               army; it was a title he would use consistently from World War II onward. He remained
               outside Korea, sometimes operating in China but mostly in the United States. For a time, he appears to have been a food salesman
               in Hawaii. By 1941, he was back in Washington, D.C., and working on Rhee’s behalf
               as secretary of the Korean Commission. Like many other Koreans, he worked with the
               Office of Strategic Services (OSS), the wartime forerunner of the U.S. Central Intelligence
               Agency. In 1947, following the U.S. decision to refer the Korean question to the United Nations, he and Im Young-shin (Louise Yim) were sent as unofficial delegates to New York. (Although they shared
               the same surname, they were not related.)
            

            
            After the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, Im returned to Korea and
               was appointed foreign minister in December, a post he held until April 1951. He consistently
               argued against the U.S. decision to withdraw its military from Korea and, together
               with Shin Sung-mo, the defense minister, regularly warned of the threat from North Korea. He was the chief South Korean delegate to the United Nations in September 1950 and
               became the permanent representative in 1951. Despite their long association, Rhee
               was beginning to find him something of an unguided cannon, and he was not given another
               position. After the military revolution of 16 May 1961, he was briefly the figurehead chair of the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction. In 1967, he was appointed ambassador to India and then ambassador at large. His
               last diplomatic role was as a goodwill envoy to Africa in 1973 as the competition
               between the two Koreas for diplomatic relations increased. As well as serving on the National Unification Board, he was chair of the
               Korean Anti-Communist Federation from 1974 until his death in 1979.
            

            
            See also CHUNG, HENRY (1890–1985); OLIVER, ROBERT TARBELL (1909–2000); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977)

         
         	
            Im Young-shin was an active Christian who took part in the Korean independence movement, education, politics, and the broader women’s movement. She is generally known to foreigners as Louise Yim from her time in the United States. She first came to attention as a student in the Japanese colonial period, conducting anti-Japanese activities at her high school in Seoul. During the 1919 Samil Undong (March First Movement), she was imprisoned and tortured for organizing demonstrations. In the 1930s, after
               studying at the University of Southern California, she first worked for the Young Women’s Christian Association
               and then became principal of the Chungang Training School for Kindergarten Teachers
               (later Chungang University). She used her own money to keep this institution going
               despite much Japanese opposition until it was closed in 1944. After liberation, she
               again became principal after the school reopened and set it on the path to becoming
               a college and then a university.
            

            
            For some years after 1945, she also had a political career. She was friendly with
               Rhee Syngman, whom she had known during her time in the United States, and in the period between
               liberation in 1945 and the establishment of the Republic of Korea (ROK) in 1948, she
               became one of a group of close advisers whom he appeared to trust. In 1947, after
               the United States had referred the question of Korea’s future to the United Nations, Rhee chose her and Im Pyung-jik (Ben C. Limb) to be the unofficial South Korean delegates to New York. After the establishment
               of the ROK, Rhee appointed her minister of commerce and industry, the first woman
               to head a ministry. In 1949, she won a by-election to the National Assembly, and she held onto the seat at the 1950 general election. Rumors of corruption surrounded
               Rhee’s inner circle, and she was no exception. Her ministry provided many opportunities,
               with abandoned Japanese enterprises available to give away to friends or sell to the
               highest bidder. According to Robert T. Oliver, another confidant of Rhee, the United States refused to channel industry rehabilitation
               funds through the commerce and industry ministry while she was in charge. She rejected
               the claims of corruption, and some of the claims may have had more to do with the
               fact that she was a woman. By all accounts, she had a hard time with the all-male
               staff of the ministry, some of whom refused to work with her. Eventually, Rhee came
               to accept that she was more of a liability than an asset, and she lost her ministerial
               position. As compensation, she was once again sent to the UN. Around this time, she
               wrote, with assistance, her autobiography, My Forty Years’ Fight for Korea; contemporary reviewers found it interesting but somewhat defensive. She was also
               active on the wider home front, founding the Women’s Association for National Defense;
               postwar, this would become the Korean Women’s Association.
            

            
            In 1952, she stood for the then-elected post of vice president but came in a poor
               third. In 1954, she lost her National Assembly seat but continued her political work
               until 1961 in the Korean Women’s National Party. She also returned to education, resuming
               her work at Chungang, which now became a full-scale university. She stepped down briefly
               in 1961 but was soon back and continued to head the university until 1972. Whatever
               happened in 1952, she remained publicly a loyal supporter of Rhee Syngman, even when
               he was ousted in 1960. She remains a controversial figure, a liberal patriot to some
               and an important figure in Korean education, but to others, a self-serving provider
               of bad advice to Rhee.
            

            
            See also CHUNG, HENRY (1890–1985).
            

         

         
         	IMJIN WARS

         
         	
            Name given to the conflict with Japan between 1592 and 1598. The wars were part of attempts by the Japanese leader Toyotomi
               Hideyoshi (1536–1598) to conquer China. The first war in 1592–1593 saw the Korean court fleeing to China and asking for
               assistance, as Korean resistance proved no match for the experienced and well-armed
               Japanese. The Ming emperor sent forces to Korea, which encouraged the Koreans to take
               up the fight again. Faced with this determination, the Japanese withdrew. Hideyoshi
               staged a second attempt in 1597 but this time met strong resistance from the Koreans.
               Under Admiral Yi Sun-shin, the Koreans controlled the sea lanes between Japan and Korea. Using ironclad “turtle
               boats,” they defeated the Japanese in a series of naval battles. (There is much speculation
               about the “turtle boats.” No example survived the conflict, which has given rise to
               strange stories. Despite regular denials, many Koreans seem convinced that one such
               ship is concealed in the basement of Great Britain’s British Museum.) Admiral Yi died in battle in 1598; Hideyoshi died the same year,
               and the war petered out. Hideyoshi’s successor, Tokugawa Ieyasu, had no wish to carry
               on the conflict. The Japanese withdrew, and peace was formally restored between the
               two countries in 1606. It would last until the end of the 19th century.
            

            
             The wars, especially the first one, caused much devastation, leaving palaces and
               temples in ruins. Some of the destruction, such as that at the great Pulguksa temple complex, the pride of Korean Buddhism, was still evident in the 20th century. Large numbers of Koreans were killed. Towns
               and cities lay in ruins; the population of Seoul, the capital, fell by over half. Many Korean scholars, craft workers, and other skilled
               persons were taken to Japan. Koreans turned inward, while the wars contributed to
               the downward spiral of China’s Ming dynasty. Still today, sites relating to the wars
               can be found all over the country. Admiral Yi is the national hero, whose statue is everywhere. The wars are readily invoked as evidence
               of perpetual Japanese hostility toward Korea.
            

            
            See also EAST SEA/SEA OF JAPAN; GOVERNMENT-GENERAL OF KOREA (Chosen sotokufu); KYONGBOK PALACE; TOKTO DISPUTE.
            

         

         
         	IMMIGRATION

         
         	
            Traditionally, Korea was not a country that saw much immigration. A few Chinese may have crossed into the peninsula, but if they remained, they were quickly absorbed.
               The same was true of Japanese who may have stayed at the end of the Imjin Wars in the late 16th century. The position changed after Japan colonized the peninsula
               after 1910, but intermarriage, while not unknown, was very limited, and the Japanese
               left in 1945. Few Koreans went abroad until the late 19th century, when the traditional
               restrictions on movement ended and the relative openness of borders saw numbers move
               to China and Russia, a development given added emphasis by the onset of Japanese colonialism. Japanese
               demands for labor also saw large numbers of Koreans recruited or forced to work in
               various parts of the Japanese empire, especially after 1931. Most of these were repatriated
               after 1945, although there were Koreans fighting on both sides during the Chinese
               civil wars between 1945 and 1949; most of them eventually returned.
            

            
            In the 1960s, many South Koreans went to work in what was then West Germany (the Federal Republic of Germany). These included skilled workers such as miners and
               nurses. Some settled and still remain in Germany. Later, as the South Korean economy developed under President Park Chung-hee in the 1970s, South Koreans went as construction workers to the Middle East; the vast
               majority of them returned. This outward movement ended during the 1980s. Koreans still
               work overseas, but not in the numbers or the occupations of the past. As the migration
               of Korean workers came to an end, South Korea found itself in the late 1980s faced
               with a labor shortage at home. This emerged around the time of the Summer 1988 Olympic Games as the reforms introduced under President Roh Tae-woo began to benefit the Korean workforce. Koreans were no longer willing to do what became
               known as “3–D” jobs: those that were dirty, dangerous, and difficult. An aging population also contributed to the growing labor shortage. It is not clear how the influx of
               foreign workers began, but probably some who entered on tourist visas stayed on and
               began to take on these jobs. Numbers grew, and in order to control their arrival,
               the government introduced the Industrial Technical Training Program in 1991. Under
               its terms, the Small and Medium Industries Federation organized the recruitment of
               overseas workers. The “training” provided was something of a fiction, and in practice
               those recruited undertook the 3–D jobs that Korean workers would no longer do. Many
               abandoned their first jobs and took other work, although this was technically a breach
               of their visa status. Estimates of the numbers involved vary, but from around 6,400
               in 1987, they had reached just under 400,000 by 2003. A United Nations report around that time concluded that South Korea would need to import 100,000 foreign
               workers per year for the foreseeable future in order to meet economic demands and
               to compensate for an increasingly aging population. It predicted that between 2030
               and 2050, there would be a need for 1.5 million foreign workers.
            

            
            In 2003, the government introduced a parallel scheme to the “trainee” program, the
               Employment Permit System (EPS). The latter acknowledged that the primary purpose of
               coming to Korea was to work. In 2007, the concept of trainees was abandoned, and the
               EPS became the main scheme, although it ran alongside another arrangement that allowed
               ethnic Koreans from China and Central Asia to enter South Korea and work. Whatever
               their original status, many migrants left their first jobs and effectively became
               illegal workers.
            

            
            By 2007, it was estimated that there were about one million foreign workers. About
               two-thirds of this figure were temporary laborers; “illegals”—that is, those working
               in a different category from that allowed by their visa— were about 25 percent. They
               came from a variety of countries, but the main ones were China (mainly Chinese of
               Korean ethnic origin), Vietnam, Mongolia, the Philippines, and Bangladesh. Figures quoted at an Asian Development Bank conference
               in 2012 gave a total of just under 700,000. Variations in estimates are inevitable
               given the status of those being counted, and it is not thought that the trend is really
               downward. There was a growing category of foreign spouses, mainly from Southeast Asia,
               a consequence of the rapid urbanization that swept younger people into the towns but
               often left an elder son in the countryside with few young women available for marriage. An article in the Wall Street Journal in June 2013 stated that 14 percent of Korean marriages fell into the foreign spouse
               category. It also noted that as a result of these marriages, there were 150,000 multiracial
               children. Language and cultural differences often lead to much unhappiness in these relations.
            

            
            To manage the flow of immigrants and to integrate them into society, the government
               has taken a number of measures. It has signed memoranda of understanding with 15 governments
               to regularize the entry permit system. Since the mid-2000s, the Korean Immigration
               Integration Program, which has some similarity to the program for North Korean defectors, has been in operation. It started with 4 venues, but the number had increased to
               70 by 2010. The program provides language training and teaching about Korean society.
               It is open to all foreigners, including students, as long as they are legally in the
               country.
            

            
            In theory, this should help those who want to settle become naturalized, but acceptance
               of the idea of naturalization is not widespread in South Korea. Many Koreans remain
               skeptical of the concept. A government survey in 2012 found that 89 percent of Korean
               adults thought that it was necessary to have Korean blood to be a Korean. Children
               of mixed marriages are automatically entitled to Korean citizenship as long as one
               parent is Korean, which should make it easier for them to be accepted. But foreign
               spouses and foreign migrant workers are not so easily accepted.
            

            
            Immigrant numbers continue to grow, although the caveats about accuracy still apply.
               A 2014 OECD report on worldwide immigration figures stated that immigrants accounted
               for only 2 percent of the population of South Korea. (For Australia that number was 29 percent, and for both the United States and Germany it was 13 percent.) In 2016, there were said to be 962,000 immigrants,
               although official South Korean statistics gave a figure of over one million. The following
               year, official statistics put the total figure for immigrants at 1,409,000. Chinese
               Koreans continue to be the largest group. In 2016, they were reported to account for
               42.5 percent of the total number of immigrants; non-Korean Chinese were 12 percent.
               Vietnamese Koreans still held second place, with 8.9 percent.
            

            
            See also ADOPTION; FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	INCHON

         
         	
            This is the major port and industrial center on South Korea’s west coast, 31 km (19
               miles) from the capital, Seoul. The river route, now little used but once the main connecting link between the two
               cities, is longer. It was a small fishing village in 1882, with a population of around
               5,000, when the first treaties between Korea and Western countries were signed there.
               This led to the establishment of a foreign settlement at Chemulpo, now a suburb of
               Inchon. For some years, a small number of consulates operated in the city, but gradually
               all consular staff were relocated to Seoul. There was also a relatively large Chinese community. Little now remains of the foreign settlement, apart from the foreign cemetery,
               and even this was relocated from its original site in 1965. A major naval battle took
               place in Chemulpo at the start of the Russo–Japanese War in 1904, and there are many Russian graves in the foreign cemetery from that clash. The city developed as a port under
               the Japanese Government-General of Korea, though high tides limited its use. In 1947, the population was 260,000. During the
               Korean War, Inchon was the scene of General Douglas MacArthur’s spectacular September 1950 seaborne Inchon landing, which played an important role in turning the tide of the war.
            

            
            After the war, the city was rebuilt and developed as an important industrial and educational center as well as a port. Its population reached 1 million in 1979 and 2.5 million
               in 1999. The current population (2017) is about 2.93 million. It was placed under
               the central government in 1981 and became a metropolitan city in 1995. High tides
               and heavy silting have limited the port’s development. In recent years, however, an
               elaborate system of locks and other controls has improved access. Inchon remains the
               country’s second port, after Pusan in the south. Inchon International Airport, South Korea’s newest, located mainly on
               reclaimed land in the harbor, opened in March 2002. It has become an important air
               hub for East Asia and is now the main airport for Seoul. It has also regularly won
               prizes as one of the best airports in Asia. Near the airport, also on reclaimed land,
               the new eco-friendly business city, Songdo, is in the course of development.
            

            
            Inchon City was an important center for the World Cup 2002 competition. In August 2003, the city was designated a free economic zone, which has assisted
               its economic development. It has many universities and colleges, including Inchon National University and Inha University. It regularly
               hosts trade fairs and other international meetings. It was the site of the 17th Asian
               Games in 2014.
            

            
            See also ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.
            

         

         
         	INCHON LANDING

         
         	
            The port city of Inchon was captured by North Korean forces in 1950, early in the Korean War. Although close to the capital, Seoul, it was thought that it was unlikely to be attacked from the sea because of the high
               tidal variations—up to nine meters (30 feet)—and the large stretches of mud that were
               exposed at low tide. Any landing had to be precisely timed, with little margin for
               error. Despite these difficulties, the strong objections of the U.S. Navy, whose vessels would have to get an invading force ashore, and the doubts of
               the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Douglas MacArthur, supreme commander of the United Nations forces, decided that an amphibious landing would be attempted at Inchon. It would have the
               advantage of surprise, it would lead to the capture of Seoul, and it would provide
               encouragement as land forces broke out from the Pusan perimeter in the far south of the country. A disinformation campaign began in Japan in order to persuade the North Koreans that an attack would come at some other point,
               probably on the east coast, where the United States had already staged one amphibious
               landing at Pohang.
            

            
            The attack, known as Operation Chromite, was planned for 15 September 1950. Since
               the U.S. Navy had little up-to-date knowledge of the Inchon waterways, former Japanese
               naval and coast guard personnel were recruited to act as pilots, something that would
               only be acknowledged much later. The attack began early in the morning, despite a
               hurricane that left many of those on the ships prostrate with seasickness. U.S. and
               other UN navies bombarded the port, concentrating their attack on the fortified island
               of Wolmi (Wolmido) in the center of the harbor. The first troops that landed on the
               island at 0700 hours were unable to push forward because of a receding tide, and it
               was some hours before they were able to press their attack. Once past heavily defended
               Wolmi, the incoming forces met relatively little resistance, and Inchon was taken
               in two days. The U.S. and South Korean Marine Corps forces pushed on toward Seoul’s Kimpo Airport, while other forces turned south toward the city of Suwon, from where they were able to join up with forces coming north from the Pusan perimeter.
               Fighting for Seoul lasted until the end of September, as the North Koreans put up
               a heavy resistance. Once it was taken, the main objective of the landing was complete.
            

            
            South Koreans regard MacArthur’s decision to stage the landing at Inchon as the beginning
               of the liberation of their country from the North Koreans. A large statue of him stands
               overlooking the now much-altered beaches where the troops came ashore in September
               1950, and there is a museum about the landing nearby. The landings, and MacArthur,
               have been a popular cinema theme. MacArthur, released in 1977, starred Gregory Peck in the title role. The Unification Church–backed Inchon appeared in 1982, with Sir Laurence Olivier as MacArthur. It was a box office failure
               and was quickly withdrawn. There is also a North Korean film about the landings, Wolmido, which appeared in 1982 and is widely available.
            

         

         
         	INDEPENDENCE HALL OF KOREA

         
         	
            The Independence Hall of Korea (Toknip kinyomkwan) is a museum situated in South Chungchong Province. It is the largest exhibition
               area in South Korea, occupying 23,424 square meters (252,133.83 square feet) spread
               over several buildings and open spaces. The exhibits cover “5,000 Years of Korean
               History” but, as its name indicates, most concentrate on the Japanese involvement in Korea from the late 19th century onward. It began in 1982 in the Chun Doo-hwan presidency and was widely seen as a vanity project designed to burnish Chun’s nationalist
               credentials. Strenuous efforts were made to raise funds, mainly from the business
               community. Public criticism of the project at the time was understandably muted, but
               in private there was much adverse comment about the use of money for such a project
               when there were other more pressing needs. One senior journalist, not normally critical
               of the government, remarked to a group of diplomats that if Chun really wanted to
               make a mark, he could build independence halls all over the country and call them
               schools.
            

            
             It was built, however, and opened on 15 August, Korean Independence Day, in 1987.
               From the start, schools were encouraged to arrange visits, and it has continued to
               be popular. It has built up a library and an archive collection, which makes it a
               center of research, especially on disputes with Japan such as the East Sea/Sea of Japan and Tokto issues. There are regular special exhibitions on nationalist themes.
            

            
            See also ILHAE FOUNDATION; PULGUKSA; SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK.
            

         

         
         	INDUSTRY AND INDUSTRIALIZATION

         
         	
            Before the Japanese colonial period (1910–1945), most Koreans engaged in agriculture. Such industrial activity as there was in Korea was very local and on a very small
               scale. There was some mining, including gold mining, largely developed by Western
               companies, but most industry was what the geographer Shannon McCune described as “simple home industries.” These included brewing, ironwork, and furniture
               making, but all were similar to craft work. This changed after 1910, especially under
               the impetus of World War I.
            

            
            In the colonial period, there was much expansion of traditional industry. The production
               of liquor and brewing was by far the most important overall, with production increasing
               by 5,580 percent between 1910 and 1935! The Japanese also encouraged the expansion
               of textile production, commercial food production, and some heavy industry, which
               included chemicals and fertilizer, especially in the 1930s. Koreans see this as largely
               for the benefit of Japan, but some Koreans also benefited, albeit to a lesser extent,
               from the side effects of an annual growth rate of about 3.6 percent. The extent of
               industrialization should not be exaggerated; in the mid-1930s, only 2 percent of the
               population were engaged in industry, compared to 79 percent in agriculture.
            

            
            The division of the peninsula in 1945 left South Korea with much light industry, while
               the heavy industry was in what became North Korea. The North had also been the main source of electric power before the division, mainly
               from the hydroelectric dams on the Yalu River. The division broke the traditional
               trade patterns of the peninsula and saw the South’s population increase as Koreans returned from elsewhere in the former Japanese empire or fled
               from the regime in the North. Such industry as existed was worn out by wartime needs.
               It had scarcely recovered when the Korean War inflicted huge devastation, with the destruction of 50 percent of what industry existed.
               The economy would not return to prewar levels of growth until the late 1950s.
            

            
            Little changed under President Rhee Syngman. Only with the coming to power of Park Chung-hee in 1961 did the picture begin to alter. Park probably had no real blueprint for the
               economic development of the country at first, but he was concerned about the industrial
               might of North Korea. The series of plans that the government introduced from 1962
               laid a strong emphasis on the creation of an indigenous heavy industrial base, to
               be developed with the assistance of the chaebol, the country’s counterpart to the Japanese zaibatsu. Government control of banks and the banking system also helped. South Korea’s industrial development might officially be in private hands,
               but the hand of the government was also very obvious. As well as providing favorable
               terms for selected companies, it firmly controlled the labor movement. Benefits were for the country, not for the workers. An additional advantage came
               from education, which produced a well-trained and highly literate workforce. Military discipline,
               learned through universal male service in the national defense forces, also helped.
            

            
            Like many developing countries, South Korea’s modern industrialization began with
               textiles, often produced in very poor conditions that would eventually cause major
               problems. Park wanted more than the production of T-shirts, however. The development
               of a chemical industry, steel production, and refining all allowed new industries
               to make their appearance. The chaebol were encouraged to move into new areas and to concentrate on exports. Shipbuilding
               was one such area. By the mid-1970s, the Hyundai Group, with technical assistance from Great Britain, had built a one-million-ton-capacity dockyard at Ulsan. Other chaebol followed suit, and South Korea, which at one time produced only small boats for fishing and coastal trading, now has the largest shipyards in the world and was for many years
               the world’s leading shipbuilder. It lost this position to China in 2010, when the latter produced ships of 15.9 million compensated gross tons (CGTs),
               the internationally agreed measurement for the relative output of ships, and South
               Korea produced 11.77 million tons. Korean companies as a result are tending to concentrate
               on the higher end of the market.
            

            
            The production of automobiles also took off in the 1970s. There was an embryonic motor
               industry before then, but it had been mainly confined to military and utility vehicles.
               Again, the chaebol led the way under government direction. Among the earliest manufacturers was Kia Motors,
               which began as a bicycle-making company in 1944. It made trucks from 1962 and cars
               from 1974. Hyundai created a motor division in the 1960s under the leadership of Chung Se-yung, a younger brother of the company’s founder, Chung Ju-yung. It began by assembling the British Ford Cortina model under license and in 1975
               produced the Pony; this hatchback, aimed at an expected growth of owner-drivers, also
               had British technical and design assistance. Somewhat to Hyundai’s chagrin, the Pony
               quickly became a much-used taxi vehicle. Other automobile manufacturers included Daewoo Motors, Samsung, and SsangYong.
            

            
            Until the mid-1980s, the main thrust remained exports, with a very small domestic
               market. The Pony was ubiquitous as a taxi, but few were in private ownership. A degree
               of liberalization under President Chun Doo-hwan saw a major change as middle-class Koreans, hitherto users of public transport, bought
               cars and took to the roads. Demanding customers sought improved cars, and the automobile
               industry began to cater for the domestic market as well as for export. Korean automobile
               companies also began to move some of their manufacturing overseas, and sales boomed
               until the Asian financial crisis of 1997. A number of manufacturers went out of business; Daewoo Motors eventually
               disappeared into General Motors of the United States, and Kia was effectively taken over by Hyundai, although the latter’s share was eventually
               reduced. Those that survived often did so with a foreign partner. Hyundai was perhaps
               the most successful survivor, concentrating on quality rather than quantity as it
               had done at the beginning. South Korea has been the world’s fifth-largest motor vehicle
               manufacturer for many years, with a well-established overseas presence. The 28,000
               vehicles produced in 1970 had grown to 4.7 million in 2011. That proved to be the
               peak; since then production has fallen back, to 4.03 million at the end of 2018. In
               terms of global ranking, South Korea, which had been fourth in the world up to the
               early 2000s, steadily fell back as China and India moved up. By 2018, there were expectations that even Mexico would be ahead
               of it, partly as the result of increasing offshore manufacturing by Korean companies.
            

            
            The 1980s saw a new development in South Korean manufacturing industry as companies
               diversified into the growing field of electronics and telecommunications. Korean companies now produced semiconductors, computers, cell phones, televisions,
               electronic household goods, and a variety of other devices. Starting out at the lower
               end of the market, Korean products moved steadily upward in quality. The two leading
               chaebol in these fields were Samsung and LG. By 2012, Samsung was the world’s leading manufacturer
               of cell phones, a position it maintained in 2013. LG was in fourthplace. Even by that
               time, the majority of “Korean” cell phones were being produced outside the country,
               with China very much in the lead. Production in South Korea peaked at 136 million
               units in 2008, when China was already producing 622 million units. By 2018, Korean-based
               production had dropped to 25 million units, while Chinese production was 1.372 billion.
               Samsung in particular had suffered a major setback in 2016 with its Galaxy 6 cell
               phone. Because of battery problems, the Galaxy 6 had a habit of catching fire and
               had to be withdrawn from the market. The cell phone industry remains important in
               South Korea, where over 50 percent of people use it as their most popular means of
               accessing the internet. In April 2019, it claimed to be the first country to move
               to the fast 5G system, although the United States contested that claim.
            

            
            Industrialization has transformed South Korea. From being an exporter of processed
               agricultural products and human hair for wigs in the 1950s, it has moved through textiles
               to automobiles and now high-tech products. The 2 percent of the workforce engaged
               in industrial production under the Japanese had become 25 percent by the mid-1980s,
               and it has remained around this level ever since. Manufacturing accounts for 30 percent
               of GDP. In 1948, South Korea was an agricultural country. Today it is an industrialized
               and urbanized one.
            

            
            See also ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES; TRANSPORTATION.
            

         

         
         	INFILTRATION TUNNELS

         
         	
            The first two infiltration tunnels were discovered in 1974, the third one in 1975,
               and the fourth in 1989. The United Nations Command charged North Korea with digging the tunnels for the purpose of invading South Korea, and it is suspected
               that the North may have dug at least 10 more such tunnels. Three of the tunnels were
               found in the western part of the Demilitarized Zone and the fourth in the eastern part. The North Koreans have always denied the charge,
               claiming that the tunnels were old mine workings and had nothing to do with them.
               Some of the tunnels have been opened up for tourism purposes.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

         

         
         	INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY (INSS)

         
         	
            INSS is a government-funded research institute that studies South Korean national
               security issues and makes policy recommendations to government. Its origins lie in
               three other bodies: the Research Institute for National Affairs, established in 1977;
               the Research Institute for North Korean Studies (1994); and the National Security Policy Institute (1995). In 2007, these
               three were merged into the INSS. This has subsequently been reorganized and expanded.
               The institute’s current mission is to study other countries’ policies as they affect
               South Korea, North Korea, unification issues, and international security in East Asia
               and more widely. Its staff is made up of South Korean national security experts and
               high-ranking North Korean defectors; Thae Yong-ho worked there for a time after his defection in 2016. It holds regular seminars and
               conferences, some open, others closed. It collaborates with other South Korean and
               a range of international institutes, including some in China and Japan. It issues a range of scholarly publications, including, since 1981, the biannual
               English-language Journal of East Asia Affairs.
            

            
            See also KOREA INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL UNIFICATION (KINU); KOREA NATIONAL DIPLOMATIC ACADEMY.
            

         

         
         	INVESTMENT

         
         	
            Inward. South Korean inward foreign direct investment (IFDI) began with two U.S.-based companies
               in 1962. An earlier attempt to attract IFDI had been made in the late 1950s but had
               no success. There was reluctance on the part of Koreans to go down this road, which
               they associated with Japanese methods of infiltration in the early 20th century, but the needs of the economy as the United States steadily phased out direct aid made it imperative to attract foreign funds. The first
               investments were small: US$3.6 million in the first year. European investment began
               in 1964, also on a very small scale. The arrival of the Japanese on the scene after
               the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1965 began to change the picture. By the end of the 1960s, total IFDI was $149.9
               million. The United States still led, at $63.1 million, but the Japanese, despite
               a later start, accounted for $50.6 million. The $3.6 million of 1962 had by 1970 grown
               to $195 million. To attract more foreign capital, the 1962 Foreign Capital Inducement
               Law was amended in 1966 and, with further amendments, would effectively govern IFDI
               until the mid-1980s. At the same time, there was continued concern about the dangers
               of foreigners gaining control of the Korean economy, and all IFDI was carefully controlled
               by the state.
            

            
            This concern persisted as IFDI levels grew in the 1970s and early 1980s, which saw
               a shift to chemical and heavy industries. Now it was Japan that led, followed by the United States, with Europe in third place.
               Together, they accounted for over 80 percent of the total of $2,174.7 million, in
               2,367 projects. The chemical industry was the main beneficiary, but new areas of investment
               were beginning to emerge, such as hotels and other parts of the service industry,
               as the government worked to develop tourism.
            

            
            International pressure to open the Korean market and the need to tap into up-to-date
               technology led the Chun Doo-hwan administration to ease up on IFDI restrictions. From 1984, anything not specifically
               prohibited was allowed, and a new approval system allowed proposals that met the required
               criteria to go through automatically. This left 339 of 999 areas on the prohibited
               list. By July 1987, the number had fallen further, to 211 of 999. By that stage, 97.5
               percent of manufacturing was open to foreign investment. It was announced in December
               1987 that the domestic capital market would be opened by 1992 and that direct foreign
               investment on the Korean Stock Exchange would be permitted. The pattern established
               earlier continued. By the early 1990s, Japan remained the leading investor at 37.6
               percent, followed by the United States at 29 percent. Europe was still in third place,
               but its share was rising, reaching 27.3 percent in 1992.
            

            
            The trend toward more opening to IFDI continued under President Kim Young-sam, who adopted segehwa (“globalization”) as his motto. Government was to withdraw from economic control,
               and the free market was to prevail. Between 1993 and 1997, IFDI totaled $26,643.3
               million. The United States led, with Europe second and Japan third. The 1997 Asian financial crisis caused a temporary setback. Anxious not to lose as the South Korean economy appeared
               to be on the point of collapse, foreign investors pulled out, leading to Korean claims
               that IFDI was a major cause of the problem. The reality was rather different—South
               Korea was far less dependent on foreign investment than other countries affected in
               1997—but in the search for scapegoats, that fact was passed over.
            

            
            In the event, South Korea recovered quickly, and so did the flow of IFDI. In 1997,
               2,000 foreign companies invested in the country. By 2010, this number had risen to
               14,000. In 2009, IFDI totaled $11.5 billion. Kim Young-sam’s successors continued
               the government pullback from the economy, reduced corporation taxes, and provided
               better protection for intellectual property rights. Certain areas remain closed to
               foreign companies, but they were limited to certain strategic fields such as nuclear
               power generation and broadcasting. According to one U.S. government report, 99.8 percent of South Korean industries
               were open to inward investment by 2012, which reached $16.3 billion, a 19 percent
               increase over the previous year. The amount pledged dropped in 2013, to $14.55 billion,
               mainly because Japanese companies pulled back. There was a heavy decrease in 2015.
               The withdrawal of Tesco, a supermarket company from Great Britain, saw the flow of inward investment drop to $4.104 billion. In 2016, however, it improved
               to $12.04 billion, and by 2017, it was $17.053 billion. During the same three years,
               the IFDI stock went from $179.544 billion in 2015, to $188.877 billion in 2016, and
               to $230.597 billion in 2017.
            

            
            The leading foreign investor by a long way was the United States, followed by the
               Cayman Islands, Hong Kong, China, Vietnam, Luxemburg, Ireland, Great Britain, Singapore, and Japan. The presence of the Cayman
               Islands and Luxemburg was an indication of the important role of finance and insurance.
               Other major areas of investment were trade, manufacturing, real estate, information
               and communications, mining, quarrying, and transportation. Foreigners still found
               problems with opaque regulations and alleged hidden barriers, but the situation had
               markedly improved since the early 1980s.
            

            
            Outward. South Korean overseas investment did not really begin until the late 1960s. Then,
               as economic development got under way, Korean companies began to move to secure supplies
               such as wood for the plywood industry. To assist them, the government changed the
               foreign exchange regulations to allow such activity, while maintaining tight control
               over it. Korean investment went to Southeast Asia, the United States, Africa, and
               the Middle East and totaled $145 million between 1968 and 1980. This was still primarily
               to secure raw materials.
            

            
            In the early 1980s, the strong emphasis on securing raw materials began to give way
               to the development of overseas manufacturing, especially of automobiles and electrical
               goods. This development increasingly involved the large companies, the chaebol, but small and medium companies also began to move manufacturing outside the peninsula
               as wage levels at home began to rise. Relatively speaking, this increase was not very
               large, although the publicity attending some of the openings of Korean factories might
               have led observers to think otherwise. Until 1987, outward foreign direct investment
               (OFDI) amounted to about $100 million annually. That year it jumped to $410 million.
               In 1990, it reached $943 million. In 1991, it passed the $1 billion mark, and in 1996,
               $3.5 billion. There was a shift away from raw material exploitation toward manufacturing,
               which during the period 1986–1996 accounted for 57.4 percent of all OFDI. In regional
               terms, Southeast Asia experienced the main concentration, with 44.8 percent. The government
               became increasingly supportive, seeing in OFDI a means of combating trade friction,
               gaining access to advanced technology and creating funds for investment. Some worried,
               however, that moving manufacturing overseas would create unemployment at home.
            

            
            The 1997 financial crisis affected OFDI as it did all other aspects of the Korean
               economy, but not for long. By 2003, the total of overseas investments was $5.9 billion,
               and by 2005, $9.2 billion. From 2002, China became the largest receiver of South Korean
               OFDI, a position it has maintained ever since. In 2005, it accounted for 41 percent
               of the total. India was another important destination. There are fluctuations year
               on year, but the trend remains upward. In the first six months of 2014, OFDI totaled
               $15.42 billion, a fall of 6.5 percent year on year, but a huge increase since 2005.
               The trend toward increasing overseas investment has continued, reaching $49.78 billion
               in 2018, an increase of 11.6 percent over 2017. The United States again is the top
               destination, but others include the Cayman Islands, China, Indonesia, and Hong Kong.
            

            
            See also TRADE.
            

         

         
         	IRAN, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            South Korea and Iran established diplomatic relations in 1967. The former opened an
               embassy in Tehran in 1967 as it made a bid for construction projects throughout the
               Middle East. The Iranian embassy in Seoul opened in 1975. In 1977, the two countries agreed that each would rename a street
               in the capital city to mark their links. Seoul has a Tehran Street and Tehran a Seoul Boulevard. (Seoul’s is a busy and important
               street, Tehran’s apparently something of a sleepy backwater.) By that time, South
               Korean companies were well established in Iran, with 20,000 workers located there
               in the late 1970s. Relations continued during the Islamic Revolution after 1979 and
               during the years of the Iran–Iraq War. Oil played an important part in the relationship, but South Korea was also concerned
               about Iran’s relationship with North Korea, which developed during the Iran–Iraq War. Later, South Korea also became concerned
               about the apparent links that Iran and North Korea had developed as part of the North Korean nuclear program. Despite these concerns, South Korea has been reluctant to impose sanctions on Iran
               over the nuclear issue because it was South Korea’s fourth-largest oil and gas supplier
               in the 2000s, and its supplies were hit as more sanctions were applied to Iran. South
               Korea therefore welcomed the partial lifting of sanctions in January 2014, and it
               was reported that oil imports from Iran had doubled year on year in February 2014,
               from four million barrels to over eight million barrels. The increasing tensions between
               the United States and Iran since the election of U.S. President Donald Trump in 2016, especially demands for the reimposition of sanctions, are a concern. There
               are economic and cultural exchanges, and the Korean wave (hallyu) is said to have reached Iran, but oil and construction are still the main components
               of the relationship.
            

            
            See also DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND RECOGNITION; INVESTMENT; TRADE.
            

         

         
         	IRAQ, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            At one point during the second Gulf War, also known as the Iraqi War of 2003–2011,
               the South Korean national defense forces were the third-largest military group in Iraq, after the United States and Great Britain. This had more to do with relations with the United States than with direct South
               Korean interests in Iraq.
            

            
            Like most of the Middle East, Iraq did not feature much in South Korea’s foreign relations until the 1970s. Even then, it lagged behind such countries as Saudi Arabia and Iran
               in terms of trade and wider involvement. Iraqi links with North Korea were relatively more developed, although that changed during the Iran–Iraq War, when the North supplied missiles to Iran. There were no formal relations
               between South Korea and Iraq until the establishment of consular links in 1981. It
               was not until 1989 that the South Korean consulate-general was replaced by an embassy,
               which withdrew to Jordan at the time of the first Gulf War and closed altogether in
               1994; it would not reopen until 2003. South Korea made a symbolic contribution to
               that war, sending 341 soldiers to provide logistical support, the first time that
               South Korean forces had operated abroad since the Vietnam War. In the second Gulf War, South Korea made a much larger contribution, at U.S.
               request. From May 2003 until their final withdrawal in December 2008, some 20,308
               South Korean forces rotated through Iraq. At their peak, the South Korean forces numbered
               3,600, the largest overseas deployment since the war in Vietnam. As in the earlier
               conflict, they did not take part in the fighting but instead supplied medical support
               and engaged in civilian reconstruction work and various forms of training, mainly
               in northern Iraq. Some 88,000 Iraqis received free medical aid. The first unit arrived
               in April 2003, and the numbers increased in September that year. To underline the
               noncombatant role of the forces, they were named the “Zaytun Division,” from an Arabic
               word meaning “olive.”
            

            
            President Roh Moo-hyun agreed to the deployment partly to counter charges that he was pursuing an anti-U.S.
               agenda but also to emphasize the country’s international role; the concept of South
               Korea as a “middle power” was beginning to gather steam at this point. Despite the
               need to preserve the South Korea–U.S. alliance, there was strong opposition to the
               move within the country. This intensified when a South Korean national working for
               a company under contract to the U.S. military was kidnapped and killed in June 2004
               in an apparent attempt to push the South Korean forces out. Roh, who made an unexpected
               visit to the Zaytun Division in December 2004, did not capitulate, and the troops
               remained, becoming the third-largest group in 2005. At the end of 2005, however, the
               National Assembly voted, with only one abstention, for the withdrawal of about half of the force in
               2006. Early the following year, a further withdrawal took place, leaving about 1,200.
               These troops were due to leave at the end of 2007, but Roh unexpectedly extended the
               deployment to December 2008, although halving the contingent to 600, which duly left
               as scheduled. Only one fatality occurred among the Korean forces, of an officer who
               committed suicide.
            

            
            Since the departure of the Korean troops, relations with Iraq have resumed their relatively
               low-key pattern. Trade, which totaled just under US$500 million in the 1990s, was
               $21,250 million between 2000 and 2010. Oil from Iraq accounted for 9 percent of South
               Korea’s needs, a similar proportion to that from Qatar and the United Arab Emirates
               and a long way behind the 33 percent from Saudi Arabia. In 2011, the then Iraqi prime
               minister visited South Korea. In December 2013, the sale of 24 light fighter jets
               was announced, and in February 2014, Hyundai announced that its Engineering and Construction Division had won a contract to build
               an oil refinery.
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         	JAESOHN, PHILIP (1864–1951)

         
         	
            Philip Jaesohn was born So Jae-pil in Korea and was the first Korean to become a U.S.
               citizen in 1890. He came from the Korean aristocracy, the yangban class, and received a traditional education. This qualified him for official status, and he became a government official in 1882.
               He then spent time in Japan at the Toyama Army Academy, founded in 1873. On returning to Korea, he became involved
               with the advocates of a reform policy that led to the “Kapsin” or “Post Office” coup
               in December 1884. When this failed, So escaped, but many members of his immediate
               family, including his wife, were captured and executed. He fled first to Japan and
               then to the United States. He did various jobs and changed his name to Philip Jaesohn. Eventually he studied
               medicine, qualifying as a doctor in 1892, two years after he had become a U.S. citizen.
               In 1894, he married Muriel Armstrong, a niece of President James Buchanan, with whom
               he had two daughters. His wife died in 1941.
            

            
            In 1895, the participants in the Kapsin coup were pardoned, and Philip Jaesohn, as
               he was now known, was invited back to Korea. During a brief period, he was active
               in promoting reforms. He founded The Independent newspaper, which used the Korean alphabet, hangul, rather than Chinese characters; was involved with the Independence Club, dedicated to reforms; and encouraged
               the building of the Independence Gate to mark Korea’s independence from China. But
               his ideas were too progressive, and he encountered hostility from Japan and Russia. Once again, he left for the United States. There he engaged in some medical work
               but also in various business interests. But he remained active in Korean circles,
               organizing pressure groups and arranging publicity, especially following the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in 1919. During the 1920s and 1930s, while he remained in the United States, he wrote
               for Korean newspapers and magazines. Eventually he returned to medicine, after having
               gone back to university to refresh his knowledge, and from the late 1920s until the outbreak of World War
               II, he worked either in hospitals or in his own private practice.
            

            
            During the war, he worked as a physical examination officer. Following the defeat
               of Japan and the establishment of the United States Army Military Government in Korea, he was asked to become its chief adviser, a position he held for just over a year
               (1947–1948). At the same time, he was a member of the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly. His relations with Rhee Syngman were difficult and, in spite of appeals for him to stand for president as South Korea
               moved toward the establishment of a separate state, he returned to the United States
               soon after the new state was founded and died early in 1951.
            

            
            In 1975, a memorial foundation, based in his former home, was established in Philadelphia.
               In 1977, the Park Chung-hee government posthumously awarded him the National Foundation Medal, and in 1994, his
               remains were brought back to Korea and buried in Seoul’s National Cemetery.
            

            
            See also CHUNG, HENRY (1890–1985); HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949); JOURNALISM; LANGUAGE AND WRITING; PAIK, L. GEORGE (1895–1985); SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK; YUN CHI-HO (1865–1945).
            

         

         
         	JAPAN, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            South Korea’s relations with Japan have been complicated by the long historical involvement
               between the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese Islands. Events such as the late-16th-century
               Imjin Wars still resonate within both Koreas. The harsh rule of the Japanese Government-General of Korea during the 1910–1945 colonial period left a bitter legacy in both South and North Korea. Since liberation in 1945, both Koreas have struggled to come to terms with their
               relationship with Japan.
            

            
               Japanese-era buildings, Komun islands (Komundo), 1984.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            Under President Rhee Syngman from 1948 to 1960, relations with Japan were formally very distant. Although kept
               secret at the time, the United Nations Command did use former Japanese imperial forces during the Korean War, especially in actions such as the Inchon landings in September 1950. Negotiations began in 1952 to normalize relations between the two
               countries, but Rhee’s personal antagonism to the Japanese prevented much progress
               during his presidency. The former Japanese military officer turned president, Park Chung-hee, who came to power in 1961, had no scruples about South Korea’s need for Japanese
               assistance, and in 1965, despite domestic opposition, he concluded the South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty. This treaty, and a second one in 1970, brought much-needed Japanese finance for
               South Korea’s growing economy.
            

            
            Difficulties remained on a number of issues. These included some perennial problems,
               such as the status of Koreans in Japan, relations between Japan and North Korea, the
               East Sea/Sea of Japan issue, comfort women, and the Japanese treatment of the historical relationship. But they also included
               events such as the attempted kidnapping of the South Korean opposition leader Kim Dae-jung from Tokyo in 1973. Although the 1965 treaty was supposed to settle all Korean claims
               against Japan, President Chun Doo-hwan, who came to power in another military coup in 1980 after Park’s assassination, demanded that Japan provide additional economic assistance because of South Korea’s
               forward role in defense against communism, a stance that had much popular South Korean
               support. Although Chun did not get all that he wanted, the Japanese eventually did
               agree to new grants and loans.
            

            
            In 1992, Japanese prime minister Kiichi Miyazawa visited South Korea and apologized
               for Japan’s colonial past. Other Japanese leaders have made similar apologies on numerous
               occasions, but even younger Koreans often remain unsatisfied. At the same time, Japan
               is a major economic partner of South Korea, and things Japanese, such as popular songs
               and fashion, are readily accepted in South Korea, except when prevented by government
               action. The joint staging of the World Cup 2002 competition in Japan and South Korea helped to bridge some of the gaps, but there was much rejoicing
               in South Korea when the Koreans did better than the Japanese.
            

            
            Japan remains an important trade and investment partner, and there is heavy tourist traffic between the two countries. Two-way trade was $103 billion in 2012; by 2017,
               it had fallen to around $82 billion, with China displacing Japan in many fields. Talks on a free trade agreement remain stalled, and since the last years of the Lee Myung-bak presidency, political relations have been increasingly frosty. President Park Geun-hye, perhaps mindful that her father, Park Chung-hee, was seen as close to the Japanese,
               did little to improve matters, although she did make an agreement in 2015 that provided
               a Japanese apology for the sufferings of the wartime comfort women, as well as a welfare fund. The remaining comfort women expressed dissatisfaction
               at the agreement, which had been made without their involvement. After Moon Jae-in became president in May 2017, his government reexamined the question and concluded
               that the 2015 agreement was seriously flawed because it did not take into account
               the feelings of those concerned. The Japanese reaction to this announcement was that
               if the agreement were. torn up, relations between the two countries would be seriously
               damaged. The sniping continued, and new grievances emerged. As well as the comfort
               women, another group of Koreans who had suffered at Japanese hands in the Pacific
               War, those who had been forcibly recruited to work in Japan or in the Japanese wartime
               empire, demanded compensation. The Japanese argued in vain that all such matters had
               been settled by the 1965 treaty, which had provided funds to South Korea specifically
               to cover this issue. Korean courts accepted that the 1965 agreement did not exclude
               individual claims for compensation and said that major Japanese corporations such
               as Nippon Steel Corporation and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries should pay compensation
               of $100,000 per person to the former industrial conscripts. The courts eventually
               ordered the seizure of the Japanese companies’ assets in South Korea. The Korean government
               at first adopted a hands-off approach to the issue but later began to support the
               claimants.
            

            
            Other, more minor issues also served to damage relations. At the end of 2018, Japan
               claimed that a South Korean naval vessel had locked its fire-control radar onto a
               Japanese airplane. The Koreans denied this, but there followed a series of alleged
               incidents in which Japanese airplanes had flown close to South Korean warships. By
               August 2019, the two countries were engaged in a trade war, with each country removing
               the other from its list of “trusted trade partners” and hurling accusations. South
               Korea raised the tension further in late August, when it announced that it was canceling
               the three-year-old General Security of Military Information Agreement between the
               two countries. The old antagonisms continue.
            

            
            See also DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND RECOGNITION; FOREIGN POLICY; RHEE (PEACE) LINE; TOKTO DISPUTE.
            

         

         
         	JIKJI ISSUE
         

         
         	
            The Jikji is a book of anecdotes about the lives and activities of Buddhist monks. The full title is Pulcho-jikji simcha-yol. It is the world’s oldest known existing book printed with metal moveable type. It
               was produced during the Mongol invasions at the Hungduk Temple near Chongju, North Chungchong Province in 1377, over 70 years before Johannes Gutenberg’s Bible
               was printed in Europe. Only the second volume of the metal type edition is known to
               exist, although woodblock printed versions of the whole work do exist. It is now in
               the Bibliothèque nationale de France (BNF) in Paris. Unlike the uigwe, books of royal protocol, that were looted by French forces in 1866, the Jikji appears to have been commercially acquired by a French diplomat in Seoul, Victor Emmanuel Collin de Plancy (1853–1922), in 1887. According to the Chongju
               Early Printing Museum, it was exhibited at the 1900 Paris Exhibition, then sold at
               auction in 1911. The purchaser was Henri Veve (1854–1942), a jeweler and art collector.
               He seems to have left it to the BNF. It was added to the library’s book collection,
               but its significance was overlooked until a South Korean scholar employed at the library,
               Dr Park Byung-sun (1932?–2011), who had discovered the uigwe, found the Jikji among Chinese books in the collection in 1967. She attempted to raise interest in
               both works in South Korea but found little support under President Park Chung-hee. She persisted nevertheless, being ultimately successful in the return of the uigwe, although in the process she was forced out of the BNF, accused of leaking confidential
               material. The BNF, while accepting the Jikji’s value, has always refused to return it. It was displayed in an exhibition on the
               book in 1972. In 2001, it was listed in the UNESCO World Documentary List. At one
               point, the French government promised to return it, but the BNF has remained firm
               in its refusal. The BNF argues that the book was legitimately acquired and is therefore
               in a different position from the uigwe. Agitation in South Korea for its return continues. In 1992, the Early Printing Museum
               was established in the city of Chongju, on what is believed to be the site of the Hungduk Temple where the Jikji was originally printed. There is a reconstruction of the temple next door to the
               museum. Although it does not have the original book, the museum has copies and much
               else relating to it and to early printing in Korea.
            

         

         
         	JOINT DECLARATION OF THE NONNUCLEARIZATION OF THE KOREAN PENINSULA

         
         	JOINT DECLARATION OF THE NONNUCLEARIZATION

         
         	
            Representatives of the two Koreas initialed this declaration on 31 December 1991.
               It provided for the total end of nuclear weapons development and deployment on the
               Korean Peninsula and for full mutual inspection. South Korean president Roh Tae-woo approved the declaration on 17 January 1991, and North Korean president Kim Il Sung did so on 18 January 1991. The signed document was exchanged at the sixth round of
               talks between the premiers of the two Koreas held in Pyongyang on 18–21 February 1992. Despite numerous attempts by the South Korean government
               to persuade North Korea to act on it, the declaration has remained a dead letter.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; SOUTH KOREAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM.
            

         

         
         	JOINT UNITED STATES–SOVIET COMMISSION ON TRUSTEESHIP

         
         	
            Under the Moscow Agreement signed by the foreign ministers of the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union (Russia) in December 1945, the Allied occupation authorities in Korea were mandated to form
               a commission to establish a Korean national government to end the occupation of Korea.
               This was established in January 1946, with Colonel General Terenti Shtykov as head
               of the Soviet delegation, and Major General A. V. Arnold as his U.S. counterpart.
               The proposal was greeted with dismay by most Koreans, who wanted immediate independence,
               and violent protests broke out in many parts of the peninsula, to no avail.
            

            
            The first meeting of the Joint Commission was held in March–May 1946, briefly interrupted
               in April, but on 8 May was adjourned sine die, without reaching any agreement on the
               establishment of a new Korean government. The second commission meeting was held in
               June–August 1946, and the third in May–August 1947, without achieving any of its goals.
               This was the last meeting of the commission, which was effectively dissolved when
               the United Nations, at U.S. request, took over the Korean question in November 1947.
            

            
            See also HODGE, JOHN REED (1893–1963).
            

         

         
         	JOURNALISM

         
         	
            Some Korean accounts date the birth of the country’s journalism to the publication
               of a daily bulletin in 1578. Around that time, something resembling a newspaper was
               being published in China, and it is possible that the two developments were connected. The Korean venture
               lasted only a few months before it was closed by royal decree. It would be 300 years
               before there was a successor. This was the Hansong Sunpo (Seoul gazette), a government publication. It was regarded with hostility by conservatives,
               who instigated a mob to burn down the paper’s premises after a few months of publication.
               A similar publication, Hansong Chupo, also from the government, ran from 1886–1888, until it was closed down when more
               conservative ministers came to power.
            

            
             What is usually regarded as Korea’s first modern newspaper, Philip Jaesohn’s Tongnip Sinmun (The independent), appeared in 1896. The day of its first issue, 7 April, is marked
               as “Newspaper Day.” The early issues included a sheet in English, headed The Independent. Later this was published as a separate newspaper. The Korean edition did not use
               Chinese characters but was entirely in the Korean alphabet. It was highly critical
               of the government, which bought it in 1899 and promptly closed it down. The Hwangsong Sinmun, which used Chinese characters and was thus less objectionable to conservative forces,
               appeared in 1898. It lasted until 1910. The Maeil Sinmun (Daily news) was edited by Rhee Syngman, later the first president of the Republic of Korea, but only ran from 1898 to 1899.
               From 1904, with the growing Japanese presence in Korea, newspapers appeared thick and fast. The most famous of these was
               the dual language newspaper, Daehan Maeil Sinbo/Korea Daily News, published and edited by Ernest Bethell from Great Britain and the Korean Yang Ki-taek. It was firmly anti-Japanese, especially after the establishment of the Japanese
               Protectorate in 1905, as were a number of others that are now generally less well
               known. However, there were numerous papers published by Koreans and Japanese in both
               languages that took a pro-Japanese position. The Japanese established the English-language
               Seoul Press and the Japanese-language Keijo Nippo (Seoul daily; Keijo was the Japanese name for the Korean capital) in 1906 to convey
               their point of view to non-Koreans. They also applied legal controls over the press
               from 1907. These were the foundation of all Korean press laws until almost the 21st
               century.
            

            
             With the establishment of the Government-General of Korea in 1910, the Japanese authorities closed down all newspapers except their own Seoul Press and the Keijo Nippo. They bought out the Daehan Maeil Sinbo, which was renamed the Maeil Sinbo and became the only Korean-language newspaper. It followed the government line. A
               number of Japanese-language newspapers were allowed soon afterward, but it was not
               until the aftermath of the 1919 Samil Undong (March First Movement) that privately owned Korean-language newspapers were allowed to publish. There were
               three: the Dong A Ilbo and the Chosun Ilbo, both dating from 1920, and the Sidae Ilbo (The times), from 1924. The last was in financial difficulties almost from the start.
               It frequently changed proprietors and names before closing in the early 1930s. The
               other two survived. The Dong A was always strongly nationalist. The Chosun varied. It began as nationalist, then for a time switched to supporting the colonial
               government, then switched back to nationalist. The Japanese authorities kept a close
               watch on the press, adding new controls to those of 1907. Editors were harried, imprisoned,
               and even executed. Presses were seized and newspapers periodically closed. In the
               end, as Japan became more and more militaristic, the independent Korean press was
               closed down altogether in 1940, leaving only the Maeil Sinbo publishing in Korean. Although some controls were enforced on the Japanese-language
               press, and the number of papers was reduced during the Pacific War, there were still
               12 newspapers in 1945, catering to 600,000 Japanese. (Of course, many Koreans were
               fluent in Japanese by that point.) In addition to the papers published in Korea, there
               were a number of Korean-language publications in China during the colonial period.
               Some came under the auspices of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea, others under a variety of other organizations. None lasted very long.
            

            
             The end of the Pacific War in August 1945 saw a flood of newspapers and magazines
               covering all parts of the political spectrum. The Maeil Sinbo was taken over by its Korean staff, who were able to publish immediately because the
               presses were available; eventually it became the left-leaning Seoul Sinmun. The Dong A and the Chosun, hampered by lack of equipment at first, had restarted by the end of the year. They
               faced much competition. The United States Army Military Government in Korea (USMAG), which operated in the South from September 1945 until 1948, was at first
               very tolerant. All that was needed to publish a newspaper was a simple registration
               under the terms of USMAG’s Ordinance No. 19. Many of the newspapers were left-wing
               and some openly procommunist. With increasing Cold War tensions and much domestic
               unrest, the U.S. approach became less tolerant. In 1946, the liberal approach came
               to an end and a new ordinance, No. 88, based on the old Japanese controls, came into
               force. Although from then on the control of the press grew steadily tighter, a right-wing
               paper was the first to be closed, for encouraging assassination. But it was not long before left-wing papers were closed. Nevertheless, even as further
               controls were applied in 1947, there were still 85 newspapers being published in Korean.
               Most had small circulation figures or catered to particular interests. Of the general
               newspapers, eight were identified as rightest, seven as middle of the road, and six
               as leftist.
            

            
            Once USMAG gave way to the Republic of Korea in 1948, the left-wing press was eliminated
               and the control of the press generally increased. Not only were left-wing newspapers
               not allowed, but any reporting or stories deemed to be favorable to the North Korean state that emerged at the same period were banned. The government of President Rhee
               had no qualms about using the same means as the Japanese and USMAG. The 1907 newspaper
               law would remain in force until 1952, while USMAG Ordinance 88 continued until Rhee
               was overthrown in 1960. The Korean War added to the controls and also disrupted the
               operations of the press. Papers established themselves in the southern port city of
               Pusan, where Rhee’s government came to rest. The local Pusan press also benefited from
               the presence of the government; for a time, some of the Pusan papers were able to
               outsell the national dailies that had moved from Seoul. After the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement in July 1953, Seoul still remained a difficult place to operate, but by the end of
               the year, with U.S. aid and the threat of further conflict removed, the newspapers
               all returned, and they were gradually able to return to prewar size. The 1950s saw
               the press taking on an increasingly antigovernment stand, even though newspapers supported
               issues such as the opposition to the operation in the South of Czechoslovak and Polish members of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission set up under the armistice. Elections, especially presidential elections, received
               heavy coverage, as did the exchanges in the National Assembly. During these years, the major newspapers were becoming larger, with morning and
               evening editions, and more professional. Signs of the latter change included an increasing
               number of journalists receiving training abroad, mainly in the United States, as well
               as the adoption of a Press Code of Ethics in 1957.
            

            
            Government attempts to control the press intensified as President Rhee grew more and
               more authoritarian. In 1958, new laws governing coverage of elections were passed
               in January, while December saw a new National Security Law forced through the National Assembly. Both were used to muzzle the press. Newspapers
               were fiercely partisan. The government went after the opposition Kyunghyang Sinmun (“Urbi et Orbi” newspaper), at that time owned by the Roman Catholic Church. (The
               name was a reference to the pope’s traditional Easter address, “To the City and the
               World.”) It was closed down in April 1959. The newspaper was still fighting the decision,
               with widespread domestic and international support, when the April 1960 student uprising led to the end of the Rhee government.
            

            
            For a year, there was an outburst of untrammeled press activity. The repressive laws
               were swept away. Many new publications appeared, some of them left leaning, adding
               to a sense that the country was in danger. The government under Prime Minister Chang Myon floundered. The military, arguing that the nation was in danger, stepped in. The military revolution of 16 May 1961 led immediately to a crackdown on the press, with the Minjok Ilbo case (People’s daily), begun two days after the coup, ending with the owner and founder
               being executed and other staff members being jailed. (The main verdict was overturned
               in 2008.) That action was followed by a series of laws and regulations that returned
               the press to tight control. This was not limited to newspapers. A 1963 law on the
               registration of newspapers and news agencies was designed to bring the latter under
               control. One, the Donghwa News Agency, set up in 1956, was closed in 1963 because
               of the alleged financial wrongdoing of its owner. Press opposition to a law establishing
               a press ethics commission in 1964 led to an undertaking not to implement it. But it
               remained on the statute books and could, if the government chose, be used. In 1973
               came the government issue of press cards. Only those issued with such a card could
               function as journalists. Presented as an improvement in the status of journalists,
               it was another means of control. All the time, of course, the weight of the national
               security laws could be brought to bear if the government so decided. It was not just
               evident procommunist reporting that concerned the Park government. Any criticism of
               government policies could result in trouble, as the Dong-A Ilbo found out in the mid-1970s. Stripped of all government advertising and with its journalists
               being harried, it only survived because of the determination of its proprietor, Dr.
               Kim Sang-man.
            

            
            Park’s assassination in October 1979 led briefly to another period of press freedom. That ended with General
               Chun Doo-hwan’s coup the following year. Military men such as Chun saw not press freedom but press
               anarchy. The result in late 1980 was a series of “massacres of the mass media.” To compulsory mergers and closures were added major purges of staff. While a few could
               be protected by a determined proprietor, many lost their jobs. National newspaper
               owners were also forced to give up provincial publications, and local newspapers were
               vastly reduced in numbers. The Dong-A lost its broadcasting station, and the two news agencies were forced to merge into
               the government-controlled, if nominally independent, Yonhap News Agency.
            

            
            The tight control was eased somewhat after Chun was succeeded by a fellow general,
               Roh Tae-woo, in 1987. One sign of this was the establishment of the Hankyoreh (One nation or Korean race), in 1988 by former Dong-A and Chosun Ilbo journalists. As South Korea has become steadily more democratic in succeeding years,
               this trend has continued; whereas in 1980 there were 28 national newspapers, in 2017
               the Korea Press Foundation’s Yearbook listed 380 dailies. There are a number of foreign-language newspapers. But the national
               security laws have not disappeared, and even liberal presidents have attempted to
               control what the press says about them and their governments, while under more conservative
               governments from 2008 to 2017, something of the old approach reappeared. There is
               concern about the role big business groups play, since they own most of the major
               newspapers. While the majority of journalists are now graduates, not many have received
               professional training, and it shows. The scene has also changed with the arrival of
               the internet, now a major source of news and information for many, if not most, South
               Koreans. Over 7,000 “internet newspapers” were registered in 2017. 
            

            
            See also PARK KWON-SANG (1929–2014); PRESS CODE OF ETHICS; TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
            

         

         
         	JUDICIARY

         
         	
            The judicial branch of the government is headed by the Supreme Court, whose chief
               justice is appointed by the president with the consent of the National Assembly. The Supreme Court justices are appointed by the president on the recommendation
               of the chief justice and with the consent of the National Assembly. Below the Supreme
               Court are the high (appellate) courts, the district courts, and the Family Court. The chief justice can serve only one term of six years under the 1987 Constitution. The other 10 Supreme Court justices can serve 10 years, which can be renewed. The
               chief justice of the Supreme Court appoints all judges of the high courts, district
               courts, and the Family Court.
            

         

         
         	JULY 1972 STATEMENT ON KOREAN UNIFICATION

         
         	
            On 4 July 1972, following a series of secret negotiations that began in May of that
               year between the director of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (now the National Intelligence Service) and his counterpart from North Korea, the two governments issued identical statements announcing an agreement to end hostility
               and work together toward peaceful unification of the country without outside interference.
               The seven-point statement included the following three principles for national unification:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Unification shall be achieved through independent Korean efforts without being subjected
                     to external imposition or interference.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Unification shall be achieved through peaceful means, and not through the use of force
                     against each other.
                  

               

               
               	
                  As a homogeneous people, a broad national unity shall be sought above all, transcending
                     differences in ideas, ideologies, and systems.
                  

               

            

            
            The statement went on to pledge:

            
            
               	
                  
                  “to ease tension and foster an atmosphere of mutual trust between the South and the
                     North”;
                  

               

               
               	
                  not to “slander or defame each other”;

               

               
               	
                  not to “undertake avowed provocative measures to prevent inadvertent military incidents”;
                     and
                  

               

               
               	
                  that each side would carry out “various exchanges in many fields to restore severed
                     ties, to promote mutual understanding and to expedite independent peaceful unification.”
                  

               

            

            
            In order to achieve these objectives, the statement said that a political dialogue
               between the two sides would begin. Although the 1972 arrangements petered out after
               a couple of years, the 1972 Joint Declaration has remained a regularly restated fundamental
               document in North Korea–South Korea relations.
            

            
            See also JUNE 2000 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT; NORTH–SOUTH POLITICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; OCTOBER 2007 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT.
            

         

         
         	JUNE 29TH DEMOCRATIZATION DECLARATION

         
         	
            Issued in June 1987 by Roh Tae-woo, then chairman of the ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP) and its presidential candidate, this declaration defused the political crisis that had been building up under President Chun Doo-hwan since April 1986. It included the following points:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  The Constitution should be expeditiously amended to adopt a direct presidential election system, and
                     presidential elections should be held under a new constitution to realize a peaceful
                     transfer of power in February 1988.
                  

               

               
               	
                  The Presidential Election Law should be revised so that freedom of candidacy and fair
                     competition are guaranteed.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Antagonisms and confrontations must be resolutely eradicated not only from our political
                     community, but also from all other sectors to achieve grand national reconciliation
                     and unity. Kim Dae-jung should be given amnesty and his civil rights restored, and all those who are being
                     detained in connection with the political situation should also be set free, except
                     those who have committed treason.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Human dignity must be respected even more greatly, and the basic rights of citizens
                     should be promoted and protected to the maximum.
                  

               

               
               	
                  The freedom of the press and the relevant systems and practices must be drastically
                     improved.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Freedom and self-regulation must be guaranteed to the maximum. . . . Colleges and
                     universities . . . must be made self-governing, and educational autonomy in general must be expeditiously
                     put into practice.
                  

               

               
               	
                  A political climate conducive to dialogue and compromise must be created expeditiously,
                     with healthy activities of political parties guaranteed.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Bold social reform must be carried out to build a clean and honest society.

               

            

            
            At the end of his speech, Roh Tae-woo said he was confident that President Chun Doo-hwan
               and the DJP members would accept his proposals. But he added, “If they fail to be
               accepted, however, I want to make it very clear that I will resign from all public
               duties, including the presidential candidacy and the chairmanship of the Democratic
               Justice Party.” Chun accepted the proposals, and the crisis passed. Some South Koreans
               have claimed that Chun and Roh planned the whole affair to ensure that Roh would succeed
               in his bid for the presidency.
            

         

         
         	JUNE 2000 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT

         
         	
            In June 2000, a summit meeting between the South Korean president, Kim Dae-jung, and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il, took place in Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea. The two leaders held a series of wide-ranging talks and reached agreements that
               held out much hope for a reduction of tension on the peninsula.
            

            
            Although Kim Dae-jung’s government had pledged to maintain its “sunshine policy” (engagement policy) however North Korea reacted, it had come in for much domestic
               criticism for so doing, especially following naval clashes in the West Sea in 1999.
               Aid flowed to the North, and there was some trade, but until 2000, no spectacular breakthrough seemed likely. In March 2000, Kim Dae-jung
               made a speech in Berlin, Germany, that offered assistance to the North, together with a pledge that the South’s policy
               was not aimed at the overthrow of the Northern regime. The North made no immediate
               public response. However, in April 2000, it emerged that the two sides had almost
               immediately begun talking and had agreed that the leaders of North and South would
               meet in Pyongyang in June.
            

            
            Such a summit was not in itself a new idea. There had been many proposals in the past
               for such a meeting, and as recently as 1994, a summit had been planned between Kim Il Sung and the then South Korean president, Kim Young-sam. Kim Il Sung’s death in July that year intervened, however, and the two sides lapsed
               into their customary hostile mode. So there was some skepticism about this latest
               proposal. Planning continued, however, and despite an unexplained one-day postponement
               just before the meeting, on 13 June, Kim Dae-jung flew north in the first direct civil
               flight between North and South since 1948, to become the first South Korean president
               to visit North Korea.
            

            
            From the start, Kim Jong Il dominated the summit. He appeared at the airport to greet
               his guest, according the older man all the deference in public that Koreans would
               expect, and over the next few days he became the unlikely star of the media coverage
               of the visit. The formal talks were conducted on the North Korean side by the chairman
               of the Standing Committee of North Korea’s parliament, the Supreme People’s Assembly,
               Kim Yong Nam, who was the titular head of state. However, Kim Jong Il appeared at
               several informal sessions. After two days of talks, the two sides pledged in a joint
               declaration to work for national unification, accepted that there were common elements
               in each side’s proposals about some form of federated state, agreed to work together
               for a balanced national economy, promised to promote exchanges and cooperation, and agreed to work toward further
               humanitarian exchanges by 15 August, the anniversary of Korea’s liberation from Japan in 1945.
            

            
            Implementation of the summit agreements began almost immediately. Red Cross meetings
               led to two rounds of separated family reunions. These were stilted affairs, with the North’s participants carefully chosen from
               among the most loyal groups. Attempts to agree on more regular exchanges, with a permanent
               meeting place, led to much wrangling between the two sides; but agreement was eventually
               reached, and for some years there were regular family reunions.
            

            
            In South Korea, it was widely believed that the North had gained more than the South
               from the summit, especially as details emerged of how much the South had paid to persuade
               the North to attend the meeting, and of how, in private, Kim Jong Il had been far
               less deferential toward Kim Dae-jung than he had been in public. He also failed to
               fulfill his pledge to make a return visit to Seoul. Aid and economic assistance to the North seemed to produce no benefit for the South.
               The South also agreed to repatriate a number of long-term unconverted prisoners to
               the North, but the North denied that it held any similar prisoners. In other areas,
               too, the North appeared to be moving more slowly than the South. Work to reconnect
               the Seoul–Pyongyang railway began on the southern side of the Demilitarized Zone, but there was no corresponding work on the northern side. Talks between military
               leaders of both sides were held, but again, the South felt that these lacked substance
               and, in particular, failed to begin the implementation of confidence-building measures
               that would reduce the military standoff on the peninsula. Despite these problems,
               the sunshine policy, increasingly referred to as the “engagement policy,” continued
               under Kim Dae-jung until his retirement in February 2003.
            

            
            His successor, Roh Moo-hyun, continued a similar policy toward North Korea and, despite Kim Jong Il’s failure
               to make a return visit to the South, took part in a second meeting, the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit. Roh was already then near the end of his presidency, and his successor, Lee Myung-bak, effectively abandoned any attempt at engagement with the North during his first
               year in office.
            

            
            See also JULY 1972 STATEMENT ON KOREAN UNIFICATION; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; NORTH–SOUTH POLITICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE.
            

         

         
         	JUNG HONG-WON (1944–)

         
         	
            Jung was the first prime minister under President Park Geun-hye, appointed in February 2013. Jung was born in South Kyongsang Province and studied
               law at Seoul’s Sunkyunkwan University. He then became a prosecutor and was involved in a number of high-profile cases.
               On 27 April 2014, he offered his resignation, taking responsibility for the government’s
               slow response to the Sewol incident, in which a ferry sank off the southwestern coast of the peninsula on 16 April with
               the loss of over 300 lives, most of them schoolchildren. President Park accepted his
               resignation, which may have been offered to take pressure off her, but asked him to
               stay on until the salvage operation had been completed. However, her first nominee
               to replace him, the former Supreme Court judge Ahn Dae-hee, withdrew, as did the second, the journalist Moon Chang-kuk. Eventually President Park rejected Jung’s resignation in June 2014, and he remained
               in office until February 2015. He has kept a low profile since then.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	JUSTICE PARTY (CHANGUIDANG)
         

         
         	
            Small progressive party that emerged in October 2012 when it split from the United Progressive Party. Its leader was Sim Song-jung (1959), and at first it was known as the Progressive
               Justice Party; it changed its name in 2013. It won six seats in the April 2016 elections for the National Assembly. Ms. Sim was the party’s candidate in the 2017 presidential election caused by the
               impeachment of President Park Geun-hye. She campaigned on a pro-labor and pro-social reform ticket, winning 7 percent of
               the votes. Ms. Lee Jung-mi (1966–) took over as leader for 2017–2019, but at the end
               of her two-year term, Ms. Sim again assumed the leadership.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

      

      
      
   
      K

      
      
      
         
         	K-POP

         
         	
            In March 2012, Time magazine said that K-pop (short for Korean popular music) was South Korea’s greatest export. K-pop emerged as a major industry in the 1990s, although some trace its mixture of Korean and Western styles back to
               at least the 1960s. It began to attract an international audience in Asia very soon
               afterward. Since the early 2000s, its popularity has spread more widely as part of
               the Korean wave, the biggest breakthrough coming in 2012 with the success of Psy and “Gangnam Style.” Musically, it is a mixture of electro, hip-hop, rock, and many
               other Western styles. It makes much use of video effects. It is performed by somewhat
               androgynous bands of both sexes who work to strict patterns. Although it gives the
               appearance of spontaneity with catchy tunes, the bands and the individual performers
               are reportedly carefully trained by entertainment management companies, who also attempt
               to control their offstage behavior so that no offense is given to the large and often
               very young fan base that is carefully developed to provide support for the performers.
            

            
            Although many older Koreans are puzzled by “Korean music” that is so very different
               from traditional music or from Western music as it is generally understood, South
               Korean governments have taken it up with enthusiasm, believing that it contributes
               to nation branding and augments the country’s “soft power.” Embassies are encouraged to assist groups
               playing overseas. The government has also supported an annual K-pop World Festival
               since 2011.
            

            
            From 2016 onward, however, a murkier side of the K-pop world began to emerge. Cha
               Joo-hyuk (1991–), who had been a singer with the Co-ed School group until accused
               of sexual assault, was sent to jail for 18 months for drunk driving and drug abuse.
               Released in December 2018, he was arrested again 12 days later for drug usage. An
               even bigger scandal began that same month after a fight in a nightclub owned by another
               K-pop star, Seungri (Lee Seung-hyun, b. 1990), in Seoul. Out of this incident emerged claims of drug use and frequent sexual harassment involving several other K-pop stars, managers, and a number of foreign businessmen.
               There were accusations of police collusion and tax evasion, which led President Moon Jae-in to call for a full investigation. By mid-April 2019, several clubs had closed down,
               while business had fallen away at those that remained open. Police had by then investigated
               500 people and made over 200 arrests. It was reported that the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation was cooperating with the South Korean police authorities
               to investigate some of the international connections thrown up by the issue. K-pop
               still enjoys a considerable following, especially overseas, but its image of innocent
               and unsullied performers has been damaged.
            

            
         

         
         	KAESONG

         
         	
            The capital of Korea during the Koryo dynasty (918–1392), Kaesong was on the southern
               side of the 38th parallel at the division of Korea in 1945. It was swiftly captured in the early days of the
               Korean War and remained in North Korea at the end of the war, the only major South Korean city to do so. It was the site
               of the first truce talks in 1951 but was soon abandoned in favor of the nearby village
               of Panmunjom. Today it has an estimated population of about 200,000 to 300,000 and produces ceramics and ginseng. Visitors to the North Korean side of Panmunjom often visit the city as
               well, which has an old quarter and a museum devoted to the Koryo dynasty. Koryo dynasty
               royal tombs and other major archaeological sites are found nearby. These have been
               investigated by teams of archaeologists from the two Koreans and France since the late 1990s. From the same time, the South Korean Hyundai Group was involved in the Kaesong Industrial Zone, which functioned from 2003 to 2016. For a brief period in 2007–2008, South Korean
               tourists were able to visit the city on tightly controlled bus tours. Although visitors were
               allowed very limited contact with local people, the tours were popular, even if expensive.
               When relations between the two Koreas deteriorated after Lee Myung-bak became South Korean president in 2008, the tours ended in November 2008 and have not
               resumed. The industrial zone was closed down by the Park Geun-hye administration in 2016. Despite difficulties, the archaeological project continues.
            

            
            See also CHUNG JU-YUNG (1915–2001); KOREAN ARMISTICE AGREEMENT; MOUNT KUMGANG TOURS; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	KAESONG INDUSTRIAL ZONE

         
         	
            In 2003, a groundbreaking ceremony took place just outside the city of Kaesong, in the far south of North Korea, which marked the start of the Kaesong Industrial Zone (KIZ). This was the brainchild
               of Chung Ju-yung, founder of the Hyundai Group, who was originally from North Korea. One of his companies, Hyundai Asan, played
               the leading role in setting up and organizing the KIZ. It remains the most potent
               symbol of the “sunshine policy” of engagement as an alternative to confrontation between the two Koreas. The KIZ lies
               between Kaesong and the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), 10 km (6 miles) to the south, the boundary between the two Koreas since the
               end of the Korean War. The original plan envisaged that the project would be completed by 2012, the centenary
               year of the birth of Kim Il Sung. Work on the first phase finished at the end of 2004. Only three South Korean companies
               began manufacturing on the site in March 2005, although 15 applied for places. This
               was less spectacular than expected, but it was progress. Buses regularly crossed the
               DMZ, and kitchen pans, the first goods manufactured in the zone, went on sale in South
               Korea. By 2007, 22 companies employed 12,000 North Koreans, who were producing shoes,
               textiles, and light industrial goods. International tensions over the North Korean nuclear program put off potential foreign investors. By mid-2010, the KIZ was employing 42,000 North Koreans in more than 100 companies,
               and there were 800 South Korean managers.
            

            
            The complex was responsible for US$941 million of inter-Korean trade in 2009, and $1.44 billion in 2010.
            

            
            The KIZ was not exempt from the tensions between the two Koreas over the North Korean
               nuclear program and other issues. But the effect was minimal until the Lee Myung-bak administration in 2008. Lee had strong reservations about the engagement policy of
               his predecessors, and relations with North Korea became more tense. Following the
               suspension of the Kumgang Mountain Tourist Project in July 2008, there was concern
               about the KIZ. North Korea at first took no action, but by the end of the year it
               imposed restrictions on access and numbers. These were soon lifted, and business continued
               as before. Then, in the middle of 2009, the North announced that it was scrapping
               all existing rent and salary agreements and demanded that wages be raised from $75
               to $300 per month. (Wages had originally been $57 per month.) Following a visit by
               the chair of Hyundai Asan, North Korea withdrew the threat and accepted a 5 percent
               increase in wages.
            

            
            The sinking of the Chonan and the Yonpyong Islands clash in 2010 brought relations between the two Koreas to a very low ebb, with the
               cutting off of most contacts. However, the KIZ remained in operation, although construction
               ceased at the site for a time. The biggest threat to the continued existence of the
               project came in March–April 2013. North Korea, claiming to be furious at United Nations sanctions and at regular South Korean–U.S. military exercises, began to issue wild threats about attacking all those who supported
               sanctions. South Korea did not escape. In early March, the North warned that it would
               close the links across the DMZ, a threat duly implemented in April, when all South
               Korean managers were thrown out as well. Hitherto, it had been thought that the zone’s
               continued existence was important to North Korea since it brought in a relatively
               large sum of money each year. This now seemed not to be the case. ROK companies that
               had invested in the project were worried that they would suffer heavy losses and demanded
               government action. In the event, after the end of the exercises, the North indicated
               that it wanted the KIZ to restart. After several rounds of negotiations, agreement
               was reached in August, and the border reopened in September 2013. It was also agreed
               that a joint committee would be set up to avoid further problems.
            

            
            In February 2016, the Park Geun-hye administration announced the “temporary closure” of the complex and ordered all South
               Korean personnel to leave the zone, in protest at a North Korean satellite launch
               and a claimed hydrogen bomb test. It also claimed that funds from the zone were being
               used to finance the North Korean nuclear program. The North promptly announced that
               it was expelling all South Koreans from the site and was freezing all the facilities.
               Park’s administration showed no disposition to reopen the zone, but President Moon Jae-in, who succeeded Park in May 2017, has expressed a wish to do so. Soon after his election,
               his administration said that there was no evidence that profits from Kaesong had financed
               the North’s nuclear development. Later that year, a panel appointed to investigate
               the issue concluded that former President Park had personally made the February 2016
               decision on closure without consultation and that there was indeed no evidence to
               support it. Some moves have been made that could be precursors to reopening, but the
               issue of the North Korean nuclear program and international sanctions and the unwillingness
               of the North to engage with the South since the start of the year have so far (August
               2020) prevented any change.
            

            
            See also CHUNG DONG-YOUNG (1952–); JUNE 2000 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; OCTOBER 2007 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT.
            

            
         

         
         	KANG KYUNG-WHA (1955–)

         
         	
            In June 2017, Kang Kyung-wha became South Korea’s first female foreign minister. She
               was born in Seoul, where her father, a refugee from North Korea, worked for the Korean Broadcasting System (KBS). From 1964 to 1966, the family lived
               in the United States while her father was seconded to the Voice of America radio in Washington, D.C. She
               attended Yonsei University and then took an MA and a PhD in communications studies at the University of Massachusetts,
               Amherst. Returning to Seoul, she worked as a producer in the KBS English-language
               section before becoming a university lecturer at Cleveland State University in Ohio,
               then at Sejong University in Seoul. She periodically worked as an adviser and interpreter
               for the speaker of the National Assembly, covering areas such as human rights and women. She was active in the women’s movement.
            

            
              In 1998, she became an acting senior research officer at the foreign ministry’s
               think tank, the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (now part of the
               Korea National Diplomatic Academy). From this role, she gradually moved into general diplomatic work, although she
               did not take the diplomatic entrance examinations, the normal route into the foreign
               service. Her command of English and interpreting skills seem to have overridden this
               requirement, for she became the principal speechwriter for the foreign minister and
               then principal interpreter to President Kim Dae-jung. She became first a deputy director general and later director general of the ministry’s
               international organizations department. The latter post was the first one ever held
               by somebody who had not passed the examinations. From 2001 to 2005, Kang was successively
               minister-counselor and then minister in the South Korean mission to the United Nations (UN) in New York. During this time, she chaired the 48th and the 49th sessions of
               the UN Commission on the Status of Women. She then returned briefly to Seoul as a
               director general and then as ambassador-at-large for global affairs.
            

            
              However, in September 2006, Secretary-General Kofi Annan (1938–2018), who had become
               familiar with her UN work, recruited her as UN deputy high commissioner for human
               rights. Annan was succeeded by Ban Ki-moon in 2007, and in 2013, Ban appointed Kang as deputy emergency relief coordinator and
               assistant secretary general for the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
               When Antonio Guterres (1949–), a fellow UN official, was selected to succeed Ban in
               September 2016, he appointed Kang as chief of his transition team. Upon taking office,
               Guterres appointed her as senior adviser on policy in February 2017.
            

            
            Her UN career came to an end after South Korean president Moon Jae-in won the May 2017 presidential election brought about by the impeachment of President
               Park Geun-hye and nominated her as his foreign minister. She had to face a strong attack on the
               appointment from opposition parties, on several grounds. These included the diplomatic
               service examinations issue, use of a false address to allow her daughter to attend
               a prestigious school, the nationality of her older daughter (born in the United States),
               and, somewhat oddly, that she lacked experience dealing with foreign countries. There
               was more than a hint of misogyny in such criticism, and she received strong backing
               from a large number of previous foreign ministers, from the foreign ministry, and
               from former comfort women. The appointment went ahead. Kang has proved an effective foreign minister, with
               a nonconfrontational style and well able to handle other countries.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; HAN MYUNG-SUK (1944–); HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); KIM HWAL-LAN (KIM, HELEN) (1899–1970); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); YUN BYUNG-SE (1953–). 
            

            
         

         
         	KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016)

         
         	
            Born in Changsong, North Pyongan Province, now in North Korea, Kang graduated from Manzhouguo (Manchukuo) National University. Returning home at
               the end of World War II, he joined the Korean national defense forces. Rising in rank during the Korean War, he served as a division commander in 1953. In 1958, he studied at the Army Command
               and General Staff College in the United States.
            

            
            In 1959, he became a corps commander, becoming the commandant of the Korean Military Academy in 1960. He was critical of the military revolution of 16 May 1961 and retired from the army as a lieutenant general in 1961. He then went to the United
               States for graduate studies, receiving a doctoral degree in political science from
               the University of Southern California. He established the Research Institute on Korean
               Affairs in Silver Spring, Maryland, in 1970.
            

            
            Returning to Korea in 1976, Kang became dean of the graduate school of Hanguk University
               of Foreign Studies in 1977, and from 1978 to 1981 he served as director of the ministry
               of foreign affairs (MFA) training institute, the Institute of Foreign Affairs and
               National Security (now the Korea National Diplomatic Academy). He then became ambassador to Great Britain (1981–1984) and to the Holy See (1984–1987). After leaving the MFA, he was elected
               to the National Assembly in 1988 as a member of the ruling Democratic Justice Party. In December 1988, Kang was appointed prime minister, serving in that office until
               December 1990. He was subsequently president of the Korean National Red Cross from
               1991 to 1997, during which period he was involved in North–South Red Cross talks. Kang also served as president or chairman of a number of academic and social organizations
               and societies.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; HAN MYUNG-SUK (1944–); HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; YUN BYUNG-SE (1953–).
            

            
         

         
         	KANGHWA ISLAND

         
         	
            Kanghwa Island is situated at the mouth of the Han River, which leads to Seoul, now the South Korean capital. It is separated from the dormitory town of Kimpo,
               site of Kimpo Airport, by a narrow channel now spanned by two bridges. The broader main channel of the
               Han River separates it from the former Koryo dynasty (918–1392) capital of Kaesong, now in North Korea. The island, which is the fourth-largest Korean island, is 302.4 sq km (116.8 square
               miles), with a population (2013) of around 65,000, and forms part of Inchon municipality. The main town is Kanghwa Town in the northeastern part of the island.
               Mani Mountain, which rises to 469 meters (1,539 feet) above sea level, is associated
               with the cult of Tangun, the mythical founder of Korea.
            

            
            Kanghwa is important historically. It is a major site for dolmens, which indicates
               that it has been occupied since prehistoric times. During the Mongol invasions of
               the 13th century, the court retreated here from Kaesong from 1232 to 1270. It has
               long been a site for Buddhist monasteries. During the Chosun dynasty (1392–1910), a branch of the Royal Library
               was established here, and it was a repository for the books of court protocol, the
               uigwe. It was the scene of three small international conflicts in the middle of the 19th
               century: a French attack in 1866, a U.S. attack in 1871, and a Japanese attack in 1875. The first two in particular resulted in much damage and, in the case
               of the French, in heavy looting, including of a number of volumes of the uigwe, and destruction. After the signing of the treaties with Western countries in the
               1880s, Kanghwa became open for foreign residence. It was particularly popular with
               the Anglican (Episcopalian) Mission from Great Britain, and several Anglican churches were built in Korean style. Some survive. At the outbreak
               of the Korean War in 1950, a number of people enrolled in the local branch of the National Rehabilitation and Guidance League, or Bodo League, were executed. The island was occupied by North Korean forces soon afterward. Following its liberation, a large number of those who it was
               claimed had been in collaboration with the communists appear to have been summarily executed in January 1951. Estimates
               vary from 212 to more than 1,300. That some form of massacre took place was accepted
               by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea in 2008. Because of its proximity to North Korea, the island still has a heavy military
               presence, and some areas on the north side are off limits to nonmilitary personnel.
               It is a major center for ginseng growing and a popular day trip from Seoul for domestic
               and foreign tourists.
            

            
            See also CHEJU ISLAND; KOJE ISLAND.
            

            
         

         
         	KCIA

         
         	
            See NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon).
            

            
         

         
         	KEDO

         
         	
            See KOREAN PENINSULA ENERGY DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (KEDO).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM CHANG-RYONG (1916–1956)

         
         	
            Kim was born to a peasant family in South Hamyong Province, now in North Korea. He became a Japanese military police officer, working mainly in counterintelligence in China, in 1940. It is alleged that in this role, he pursued many Korean patriots. After
               the defeat of Japan in 1945, he returned to North Korea. Later he claimed to have
               been twice arrested and sentenced to death but to have escaped each time, before finally
               escaping to South Korea. There Kim joined the constabulary, the forerunner of the
               South Korean national defense forces, as a corporal, the same rank he had under the Japanese. However, after attending
               officer school, he became a lieutenant in April 1948.
            

            
            He again began to work in counterintelligence and was involved in the extensive inquiries
               launched after the Yosu-Sunchon rebellion. During this period, he was promoted to major. Kim was noted for the fervor of his
               anticommunist activities, and some have linked him to the assassination of Kim Ku in 1949. He was also closely associated with President Rhee Syngman and was widely believed to have eliminated a number of Rhee’s opponents. Promoted
               to colonel on the eve of the Korean War, Kim was also believed to have masterminded the massacre of the members of the National Rehabilitation and Guidance League in the early days of the Korean War.
            

            
            During the war, Kim became the formal head of South Korea’s military Counterintelligence
               Corps (CIC; Dukmudae). In 1953, he became a brigadier, and in 1955 a major general. On 30 January 1956,
               a group that included members of his own organization assassinated him.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM CHE-WON (1909–1990)

         
         	
            Kim Che-won, who served as director of the National Museum of Korea from 1945 to 1970, was an important figure in the development of modern museums in
               South Korea. Born in Hamhung, now in North Korea, he came from a wealthy family. He was brought up by an uncle after his father died
               and his mother disappeared. In 1929, he went to Germany, where he took a PhD in 1934 in education at the University of Munich. The subject did not interest him much, and he rarely referred to the field
               in which he had obtained his doctorate. In 1935, he moved to Antwerp to assist the
               sinologist Carl Hentze, in whose library he began to acquire the interest in East
               Asian archaeology that would become his main field of interest. He returned to Korea
               for a short period and then returned to Europe. Although he tried to get a job in
               Berlin, he decided to leave again in 1940.
            

            
            In 1945, the United States Army Military Government in Korea appointed him to head the new National Museum, and he would hold the post, despite
               the various political upheavals that the country went through, until he reached retirement
               age in 1970. During the Korean War, he managed, with the help of Eugene Knez, to move most of the museum’s collection to Pusan, where it remained until the end of the war. After returning to Seoul in 1954, Kim approached President Rhee Syngman for assistance in finding new premises for the museum. Rhee arranged for part of the
               damaged Toksu Palace in central Seoul to be repaired as a home for the museum. It
               moved to this site in 1955. After Kim’s retirement, the museum moved again, in 1972,
               to a purpose-built building in the grounds of the Kyongbok Palace.
            

            
            Kim was a prolific writer. He maintained his interest in archaeology but also wrote
               on Korean art more generally, and many of his works are still highly valued. He encouraged
               the development of the arts, especially modern Korean ceramics. This included the
               establishment of the Korean Plastic Art Research Institute with the assistance of
               the Rockefeller Foundation in 1955.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM CHI-HA

         
         	
            See KIM YONG-IL (1941–).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM CHUN-SU (1922–2004)

         
         	
            A poet, born in South Kyongsang Province, Kim Chun-su studied literature at Nihon
               University in Japan from 1940 to 1943, until he was expelled and imprisoned for making anti-Japanese statements.
               When he was released, he returned to Korea and taught in middle and high schools.
               He joined Kyongbuk National University in 1960, where he taught literature until 1978,
               when he moved to Yongnam University near Taegu to be dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. During these years, he regularly
               published poetry, which drew heavily on the European symbolist poets of the 19th century.
               He served for one term in the National Assembly from 1981, as a member of the ruling Democratic Justice Party, but otherwise he was a member of various cultural committees and organizations.
               These included the Korean Poets’ Association, which he chaired from 1986 to 1988.
               Many of his works were published in translation, including Snow Falls on Chagall’s Village: Selected Poems, published by Columbia University Press in 1998 to much acclaim.
            

            
            See also KIM YONG-IL (1941–); KU SANG (1919–2004); LITERATURE; SO CHONG-JU (1915–2000).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM CHUNG-UP (1922–1988)

         
         	
            Kim Chung-up was by no means the only South Korean architect to study abroad, nor the only one to be influenced by the Swiss French architect Le Corbusier (Charles-Édouard Jeanneret, 1887–1965). But he was the only
               one to have worked in Le Corbusier’s Paris workshop in Paris. Kim was born in Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea. As a child, he wrote poetry and was interested in painting. This led his teacher
               to persuade him to go to Japan, where he studied fine arts at what is now Yokohama National University. He then worked in a Japanese architectural firm before returning to Korea, where
               he became an assistant professor at Seoul National University. In this role, he was one of the Korean delegates to the First
               International Conference of Artists, held in Venice, Italy, in 1952. There he met
               Le Corbusier briefly. After the conference, he went to Paris and asked for and got
               a job in the architect’s office, where he stayed until 1955. He then returned to Seoul
               and opened his own office. In the following years, he was commissioned for some major
               projects. These included the French embassy in Seoul in 1960 and the main gate of
               the United Nations Memorial Cemetery in Pusan.
            

            
             Kim did not get on with the authoritarian regime of President Park Chung-hee. In particular, he was critical of the approach to urban planning, or the lack of
               it. He came under great pressure to conform but eventually left for Paris, leaving
               his family behind. Failing to make a successful restart in Europe, he moved to the
               United States in 1975. He was there mainly engaged in private practice but also found an academic
               post at the University of Rhode Island. In 1978, he was able to return to Korea and
               to recommence work. Projects included the Korean Military Academy Museum and the Peace Gate for the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul. This was his last work before he died in 1988. By then, he had long moved
               away from Le Corbusier toward a lighter and simpler approach. In 2014, the Kim Chung-up
               Architectural Museum opened in the city of Anyang near Seoul. In 2018, the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art at Kwachon held a major exhibition to mark the 30th anniversary of his death.
            

            
            See also CHUNG GU-YON (1945–2011); KIM JONG-SUNG (1935–); KIM SU-GUN (1931–1986); LEE HEE-TAI (1921–1981). 
            

            
         

         
         	KIM CHUNG-YUL (1917–1992)

         
         	
            In July 1987, retired lieutenant general Kim Chung-yul became the somewhat surprising
               choice of incoming President Roh Tae-woo to be prime minister, a post he would hold until February 1988. He was born in Seoul and graduated from a Japanese military academy in 1940, and he had trained as a pilot. After the establishment of
               the Republic of Korea in 1948, he joined the national defense forces and became the first chief of staff of the fledgling air force, a post that he held
               until 1952, rising from the rank of colonel to lieutenant general. He served in the
               same position from 1954 to 1956. From 1957 until 1961, he was minister of national
               defense. After the military revolution of 16 May 1961, he served as ambassador to the United States from 1972 to 1974. After his return, he entered the National Assembly as a member of President Park Chung-hee’s Democratic Republican Party until all political parties were dissolved in the wake of the December 1979 coup that brought Major General Chun Doo-hwan to power. Kim then became a businessman, until he was appointed prime minister. He
               had little impact in this position and was soon retired.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM DAE-JUNG (1924–2009)

         
         	
            In December 1997, after three previous attempts, Kim Dae-jung became president of
               South Korea. Born in South Cholla Province, Kim graduated from high school in 1943
               and later became a clerk in a Japanese-owned shipping company, which he and other employees took over after the departure
               of the Japanese in 1945. In 1950, he became president of a daily newspaper in Mokpo,
               in South Cholla, where he had attended school. He was a Roman Catholic. Married twice,
               with his first wife, Cha Yong-ae (1927–1959), he had two sons, Kim Hong-il and Kim Hong-up (1950–), and a daughter, who died in infancy. His second wife, Lee Hee-ho, whom he married in 1962, was a major support to him during his long years of political
               campaigning. With her he had one son, Kim Hong-gul, born in 1963. He published many books, including a collection of his prison writings.
            

            
            Kim graduated from Konguk University in 1953 and later earned graduate degrees from Korea and Kyunghee Universities. After
               several attempts, he was elected to the National Assembly in 1960. Reelected in 1963, Kim became spokesman for the newly formed Masses Party in 1965. When the Democratic Party and the Masses Party merged into the New Democratic Party (NDP) in 1967, he became the spokesman for the new party.
            

            
            Kim ran for the presidency in 1971 as the nominee of the NDP, narrowly losing the
               election to Park Chung-hee. During the campaign, he was badly injured when his car was driven off the road by
               a truck. Kim, who thereafter walked with a limp, claimed that this had been organized
               by the government. Thereafter, Kim became a strong critic of Park and his government.
               In August 1973, while on a visit to Japan, Kim was abducted by agents of the Korean
               Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) and taken from Tokyo to Seoul. Kim claimed that the KCIA intended to kill him but that he was saved by U.S. intervention.
               Although he was released from prison, he was subsequently arrested many times for
               his alleged antigovernment activities. In 1976, he was sentenced to five years in
               prison, although this was later reduced to house arrest. During these years, Kim was
               adopted as an Amnesty International Prisoner of Conscience. After the assassination of President Park in October 1979, he was freed. Following the Chun Doo-hwan coup in December 1979, Kim was put on trial in May 1980 and sentenced to death for
               alleged sedition and conspiracy. Following U.S. intervention, the sentence was reduced
               to life imprisonment, but he was allowed to travel to the United States for medical treatment in December 1982.
            

            
            Returning home in February 1985, Kim served as cochairman of the Council for the Promotion of Democracy and, after a brief period of collaboration with Kim Young-sam as a member of the Reunification Democratic Party, he organized his own Party for Peace and Democracy in 1987, becoming its head as well as its presidential candidate. After losing the
               election, Kim successfully ran for the National Assembly in 1988. In the spring of
               1991, he merged his party with the Democratic Party, forming another New Democratic
               Party. In September of that year, his party merged with the Democratic Party, keeping
               the title New Democratic Party (NDP). In May 1992, he was nominated as the NDP presidential
               candidate.
            

            
            Once more he lost, this time to Kim Young-sam, who had thrown in his lot with the
               ruling party under Roh Tae-woo. Kim Dae-jung then announced his retirement from politics and left for a period of
               study at the University of Cambridge in Great Britain. However, upon his return to South Korea in 1993, he resumed his political career,
               founding the National Congress for New Politics (NCNP). In 1997, he and another veteran politician, Kim Jong-pil, Park Chung-hee’s first head of the KCIA, joined forces to contest the presidential
               election. Kim Dae-jung became the candidate, winning the election by a narrow majority;
               Kim Jong-pil eventually became premier. Despite the narrow margin of the victory,
               it had great symbolic importance, marking the first-ever peaceful South Korean transfer
               of political power from the government to the opposition.
            

            
            Kim’s most immediate task upon becoming president in February 1998 was to tackle South
               Korea’s economic problems resulting from the 1997 Asian financial crisis, which he did with some success. He showed a willingness to forgive his enemies,
               agreeing after his election that former presidents Chun and Roh should be released
               from prison. He also introduced a new approach to North Korea, the “sunshine policy.” In 1999, the NCNP changed its name to the Millennium Democratic Party. Following a falling out with Kim Jong-pil, the coalition split up in 2000, but after
               both parties did badly in the April National Assembly 2000 elections, they rejoined
               in May 2000.
            

            
            At the June 2000 North–South Summit in the North Korean capital, Pyongyang, Kim Dae-jung and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il, held the first-ever such meeting. For a brief moment, Kim Dae-jung enjoyed huge
               domestic and international prestige, winning the 2000 Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts
               at North–South reconciliation. The high hopes of June 2000 quickly faded, however,
               and during 2001, Kim’s domestic popularity steadily declined, as did that of his party.
               The United States, which under President William (Bill) Clinton had been broadly supportive of his approach to the North, was far less so under President
               George W. Bush after 2001. Corruption scandals involving his sons and the lack of progress in relations
               with North Korea also added to his political problems. By the time he left office
               in January 2003, Kim was a sick man, and his political reputation had suffered badly
               as a result of these scandals, growing revelations about clandestine payments to North
               Korea in order to bring about the 2000 summit, and evidence that he had used both
               money and government efforts to obtain the Nobel Prize.
            

            
            Kim was supportive of his successor as president, Roh Moo-hyun, who followed his broad approach to the North, but made clear his dislike of the
               more conservative stance of President Lee Myung-bak in 2008. He was apparently very upset by Roh Moo-hyun’s suicide in May 2009 and died
               three months later. His reputation remains mixed, clouded by the money politics that
               marked his approach to the North and the efforts put into obtaining the Nobel Peace
               Prize. Yet he worked hard for democracy and rejected the idea that Asia was somehow
               different and that “Asian values” precluded the success of democracy. He also did
               more than any of his predecessors to tackle the difficult issue of the relationship
               between the two Koreas. That he was not successful had more to do with the separate
               development of the two Koreas since 1945, the bitterness of the Korean War, and the
               lack of support from South Korea’s main ally at a crucial time.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM GEUN-TAE (1947–2011)

         
         	
            Kim Geun-tae attended Seoul National University, where he became highly active in
               the student movement during the Park Chung-hee regime. This activism continued under Chun Doo-hwan, when he and his wife, In Jae-keun (1953–), were both imprisoned; Kim was badly tortured
               by the then Agency for National Security Planning (now the National Intelligence Service). In 1987, while still jailed, he and his wife jointly received the Robert F. Kennedy
               Human Rights Award. Released in 1988 when Roh Tae-woo became president, Kim continued as a political activist in the student movement. As
               the years went by, he moved more into conventional politics, although still retaining his radical edge. He entered the National Assembly as a member of Kim Dae-jung’s National Council for New Politics (NCNP; later the Millennium Democratic Party [MDP]) in 1996, of which he became a governing council member. When the MDP became
               the Uri Party, he became its floor leader. He was an early candidate in the competition to succeed
               Kim Dae-jung, but he dropped out of the contest. Under the man who won, Roh Moo-hyun, Kim became minister of health and welfare from 2004 to 2008. But he was already
               badly affected by posttraumatic stress and then became ill with Parkinson’s disease,
               believed to have been brought on by his interrogations, and died on 30 December 2011.
               His autobiography, Namyong-dong ’85, named after the area in Seoul where he was interrogated and tortured, was turned into a film of the same name (National Security in the English version) in 2012. Although praised, it did not enjoy much popular success
               because of its harrowing nature. His wife stood for and won his former National Assembly
               seat in 2012.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM HAK-JOON (1943–)

         
         	
            In February 2013, Professor Kim Hak-joon became the third president of the South Korean
               Northeast Asia History Foundation, a government organization set up in 2008 to combat what were seen as distorted views
               of Korean history in neighboring countries. If not quite the end of his career, it
               was a fitting milestone for one who has been involved in journalism, education, and politics.
            

            
            Kim Hak-joon graduated from Seoul National University (SNU). He then took an MA at Kent State University in the United States, followed by a PhD in political science at the University of Pittsburgh. He worked
               for a time as a reporter on the Chosun Ilbo, then taught at Pittsburgh. From 1972 until the early 1980s, he taught at SNU, where
               he produced a number of books, including a major study, Unification Policies on South and North Korea: A Comparative Study. The first edition of this work appeared in 1978 and was followed by new and enlarged
               editions in 1986 and 1992. He also wrote a major study of South Korean politics, for
               which he received the Korean Political Science Association’s “Best Book” award in
               1983. By that time, he was a member of the National Assembly, elected for the ruling Democratic Justice Party. He briefly returned to SNU before being selected as senior presidential secretary
               for press affairs and Blue House spokesman from 1989 to 1993, under President Roh Tae-woo.
            

            
            Kim returned to the academic world as a professor at Dankook University, of which
               he became chairman in 1994. Two years later, he was president of the University of
               Inchon, a position he held until 2000. In 2000, he switched back to an earlier interest,
               becoming president and publisher of the Dong-A Ilbo newspaper until 2010. In addition, he chaired various academic organizations, including
               the Research Institute for Korean Archives and Records, the Korean Federation of Teachers,
               and the Korean Political Science Association, all the while producing academic publications
               and acting as a visiting professor to institutions in Europe, the United States, and
               Korea. Since 2015, he has been a distinguished professor at Dankuk University.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM HAN-GIL (1953–)

         
         	
            In 2013, Kim Han-gil became leader of the then newly created Democratic Party, successor to the former Democratic United Party. A year later, he was negotiating with Ahn Chol-su, an independent member of the National Assembly, to form a new party later in the year.
            

            
            Kim studied political science and diplomacy at Konkuk University in Seoul. After graduation, he became a journalist in the United States, first for the Hankuk Ilbo in Los Angeles and then for the JoongAng Ilbo in San Francisco. Around this time he wrote a successful novel. From 1996, he was
               active in Kim Dae-jung’s National Congress for New Politics, then later in the Millennium Democratic Party (MDP) and the Uri Party. From 1999 to 2000, he was senior secretary for policy and planning to the then president
               Kim Dae-jung, and then minister of culture and tourism between 2000 and 2001. When
               Roh Moo-hyun succeeded Kim Dae-jung as president, Kim remained in the background. He was out of
               the National Assembly from 2008 to 2012 but then returned as a member of the Uri Party’s
               successor, the Democratic United Party; this became the Democratic Party in 2013,
               with Kim as its leader. By 2016, he had joined Ahn Chol-su in the People’s Party, but left after Ahn refused to cooperate with other opposition
               parties to contest the 2016 National Assembly elections. He can be somewhat acerbic;
               in 2007 he wrote about the “white trash” that had come to South Korea claiming to
               teach English but in reality to chase Korean women, and in 2013 he criticized President Park Geun-hye for using foreign languages to give speeches overseas.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM HONG-GUL (1963–)

         
         	
            Son of former president Kim Dae-jung and his second wife, Lee Hee-ho, and half-brother to Kim Hong-il and Kim Hong-up (1950–). He attended the College of Education at Ewha Women’s University, took a BA in French language and literature at Korea University, and then went to the University of Southern
               California in the United States. He was later a visiting researcher at Pomona College’s Institute of Pacific Basin
               Studies and a visiting professor at Yonsei University in Seoul. Like his half brothers, he was convicted of influence peddling and accepting bribes
               during his father’s time in office. He later said that this had led to a two-year
               estrangement from his father. He then kept a low profile, although he was apparently
               wooed by opposition politicians. Eventually, Moon Jae-in recruited him to the newly established Democratic Party in 2016. In 2017, he became the chair of the Korean Council for Reconciliation and Co-operation, a position once held by Kim Hong-il. In this capacity, he visited North Korea in
               2018.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM HONG-IL (1948–2019)

         
         	
            Eldest son of President Kim Dae-jung and his first wife. He was a supporter of his father during the Park Chung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan presidencies. Like his father, he was imprisoned. It was claimed when he died that
               he had developed Parkinson’s disease as a consequence of the mistreatment that he
               had received while in detention. Between 1996 and 2006, he was a member of the National Assembly for the National Congress for New Politics, which later became the Millennium Democratic Party. Between 2004 and 2006, he was the chair of the Korean Council for Reconciliation and Co-operation. He lost this position and resigned from the National Assembly in 2006, after being
               convicted of influence peddling and bribery. His brother, Kim Hong-up (1950–), and
               his half brother, Kim Hong-gul (1963–), were convicted on similar charges. He died in April 2019, just two months
               before the death of his stepmother, Lee Hee-ho.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM HWAL-LAN (KIM, HELEN) (1899–1970)

         
         	
            Born to a Christian family in Inchon, her childhood name was Kiduk, but she became better known among Westerners in Korea
               as Helen Kim. Educated at Ewha Girls’ School in Seoul, where she took up the nationalist cause in 1919, she received her higher education
               in the United States at Columbia University. In 1931, she obtained her doctoral degree, the first Korean woman to do so, on the
               subject of rural education for the regeneration of Korea.
            

            
            Kim taught at Ewha Woman’s College (now Ewha Woman’s University) while promoting Korean
               women’s modernization and the nationalist movement during the 1920s and 1930s. Toward the
               end of the 1930s, however, she broke off some of her connections with the women’s
               movement, which she felt had become too dominated by left-wing ideology. In 1939,
               she became president of Ewha. She kept it functioning during the Pacific War, which
               would later lead to charges of collaboration with the Japanese, and oversaw its postwar transformation into Ewha Women’s University, continuing
               to serve as president until 1961. She was a cofounder of the Korean Young Women’s
               Christian Association (YWCA) in 1922.
            

            
            Kim was one of the South Korean delegates sent by President Rhee Syngman to the United Nations in 1948. During the Korean War, she headed the office of public information. After the war, she was a founder-president
               of the English-language Korea Times, vice president of the South Korean Red Cross, and president of the Korean Council
               of Women. After retiring from the presidency of Ewha Woman’s University, she devoted
               her life to the Christian and social reform movement, receiving five honorary doctoral
               degrees. She was the recipient of the Magsaysay Prize in 1963.
            

            
            To many Koreans, she was the epitome of the dedicated educator, devout Christian,
               and social reform advocate. Since the 1980s, however, there has been criticism of
               her as a collaborator during the Japanese colonial period. This came to a head as
               Ewha prepared to celebrate the centenary of her birth in 1999. There were protests
               in the National Assembly, and she was burned in effigy outside the gates of Ewha. Among the accusations made
               against her was that she had encouraged young Korean men to fight for the Japanese
               and young women to become comfort women. She was by no means the only prominent Korean to have done the former, although
               she had always maintained that the speeches she gave had been made under Japanese
               pressure and the words she had used were drafted by the Japanese. Rather than encouraging
               comfort women, she had called on Korean women to stay at home and keep Korea functioning
               under wartime conditions. The Ewha celebrations were scaled back, a proposed feminist
               award in her name was abandoned, and a determined effort began to expose alleged collaborators.
               As well as righteous indignation, there was more than a hint of sexism about the affair.
               After the dust settled, Ewha University quietly launched the Helen Kim Society to
               honor donors in 2010, to no apparent outcry.
            

            
            See also CHANG SANG (1939–).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM HWANG-SIK (1948–)

         
         	
            Kim Hwang-sik was prime minister from October 2010 to February 2013. He was born in
               South Cholla Province and was the first-ever prime minister from that province. He
               studied law at Seoul National University and spent a year at Marburg University in Germany. After graduation, he passed the examinations to become a judge. He ended his judicial career as a Supreme Court justice from 2005 to 2008, when he became the chair of
               the Audit and Inspection Bureau. His nomination as prime minister was not without
               controversy because he had been exempted from service with the national defense forces on health grounds. Despite this, his nomination was approved, and he served until
               the end of the Lee Myung-bak administration.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM IL SUNG (1912–1994)

         
         	
            Born Kim Sung-ju in a village near Pyongyang, Kim was taken by his parents to Manchuria in 1925. He became active in anti-Japanese guerrilla groups from about 1929 and campaigned
               against Japan until forced to retreat into the Soviet Union (Russia) in about 1941. Kim remained in the Soviet Union until 1945, where he served in the
               Red Army and became one of a number of Koreans brought into North Korea to help the Soviet occupation in fall 1945. By 1948, with the establishment of separate
               governments in North and South Korea, Kim was in effect the main leader in North Korea.
            

            
            With the agreement of both Joseph Stalin and Mao Zedong, Kim launched the Korean War in June 1950 in the belief that he could unify the country. The attempt almost succeeded,
               but the North was defeated by United Nations intervention and only saved by China. After the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement, Kim remained the undisputed leader of North Korea until his death in 1994. From
               1953 to the late 1960s, Kim concentrated on the elimination of his domestic opponents
               and on postwar reconstruction, but he then attempted to destabilize the South under
               President Park Chung-hee.
            

            
            Nevertheless, in 1972, both Kim and Park agreed on the North–South Red Cross talks and the further contacts that flowed from them. Later, Kim seems to have sanctioned
               both the 1983 Rangoon bomb attack and the 1991 North–South rapprochement. Kim died in July 1994, just before a planned
               summit with the South Korean president, Kim Young-sam. By then, much of the day-to-day responsibility for running North Korea had passed
               to his son, Kim Jong Il. The elder Kim, still referred to as the “Great Leader,” remains formally the president
               of North Korea.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM, ILPYONG JOHN (1931–2017)

         
         	
            Dr Ilpyong J. Kim, the author of Historical Dictionary of North Korea (Scarecrow Press, 2003), a predecessor of the present author’s Historical Dictionary of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (new and rev. ed., 2019), was born in the Japanese colonial era. His parents died from disease, and Kim and his sisters were brought
               up by an uncle and aunt. His schooling was largely in Japanese until 1945. He then
               switched to Korean. He had just started at university when the Korean War began in June 1950. Abandoning his studies, he received a brief period of training
               at the Officers’ Training College and was then commissioned as an army lieutenant.
               Kim’s language skills—somewhere along the way he acquired English as well as Japanese
               and Korean—led to intelligence work. This included translation and also occasional
               interpretation for senior U.S. military officers. For his war work, he received the
               U.S. Bronze Star. At the end of the Korean War, he won a scholarship to Asbury University
               in Kentucky, where he completed his undergraduate studies. He later said in an interview
               at the East-West Center in Hawai’i that at the end of the war, he had very mixed feelings
               about the United States, although these changed while he lived there. From Asbury, he moved to Columbia University,
               where he received an MA and PhD in political science. His first academic post was
               as a research assistant at the East-West Center. From 1970 to 1997, he was professor
               of politics at Columbia University in New York and had a number of visiting professorships,
               including at Harvard and Tokyo. Much of his academic work was on China. The Historical Dictionary of North Korea was his last work. In 1996, he was the founding president of the International Council
               on Korean Studies. After he died, the University of Connecticut created a fellowship
               in his memory.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JAE-GYU (1926–1980)

         
         	
            On 26 October 1979, Kim Jae-gyu (also spelled Chae-gyu), an army lieutenant general
               and the then head of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service), shot dead President Park Chung-hee and several other members of the presidential entourage at a dining facility at a
               KCIA facility in Seoul.
            

            
            Kim came from Kumi, President Park’s hometown. He graduated from Kyongbuk University in 1945 and became a middle-school teacher before joining the national defense forces and attending the Korean Military Academy (KMA) together with Park. He graduated in December 1946. Later he attended the Army
               College, from which he graduated in 1952. In 1954, he was appointed a regimental commander,
               and he became vice president of the Army College in 1957. The then president of the
               Army College was Kim Gye-won, who would later become Park’s chief secretary and be
               present at the assassination, although he was not a party to the plot against the president.
            

            
            Kim Jae-gyu took no part in Park’s coup, the military revolution of 16 May 1961. For a time, he was detained on suspicion that he had opposed it, but he was later
               released on Park’s orders. He resumed his army career and from 1968 to 1971 was commander
               of the Army Security Command, one of the military organizations responsible for presidential
               security. He was thus close to President Park. According to some accounts, it was
               Kim who persuaded Park to announce that he would not seek election again after 1971.
               He was unhappy when Park did not keep his pledge and apparently opposed the Yushin Constitution. He was also opposed to the emergence of the Hanahwoe association among younger military officers in the 1970s. He later claimed that he
               had links with the growing opposition to Park; one of his contacts was the Roman Catholic
               archbishop of Seoul, Cardinal Kim Sou-hwan.
            

            
            From 1974 to 1976, Kim served as minister of construction, an important position as
               Park worked to create a strong economy. Then, in 1976, he was appointed KCIA director. At that time, there was widespread
               opposition to Park’s increasingly dictatorial government and the KCIA was very much
               regarded as the state’s leading tool for oppression. Matters were not helped by disagreements
               between Kim and Park’s bodyguard, Cha Ji-chul, with the latter favoring an increasingly
               tough line. Matters came to a head in fall 1979, when government actions against Kim Young-sam and the major opposition New Democratic Party led to widespread rioting in Kim Young-sam’s hometown of Pusan and other nearby towns. Park and Chan wanted firm action, including use of the military.
               Kim was against such a move and apparently decided to eliminate Park. The occasion
               chosen was a dinner for Park at a KCIA safe house. When a violent argument arose,
               Kim went out and collected a gun, and Park, Cha, three bodyguards, and a chauffeur
               were shot to death. General Chung Sung-wha, the army chief of staff, was dining in
               another KCIA facility nearby but was not part of the plot.
            

            
            Having killed Park, Kim and his colleagues seem to have had no further plans. General
               Chung established control and took Kim and others into custody. Apart from dislike
               of Park’s authoritarian rule, no clear motive for Kim’s action was established. It
               paved the way, however, for the coup d’état carried out by Generals Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo in December 1979. Kim was tried and executed in May 1980.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL DEFENSE FORCES; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JAE-IK (1938–1983)

         
         	
            When he was blown up along with other members of President Chun Doo-hwan’s entourage in the Rangoon bombing in 1983, Kim Jae-ik, although still only 44, was among those credited with turning
               around an economy that had faltered badly in the wake of President Park Chung-hee’s death in October 1979. He was already one of the most highly regarded South Korean
               economists. Kim was born into a landowning family in South Chungchong Province that
               suffered badly during the Korean War. His father was killed, and three of his brothers disappeared. He went to school
               in Seoul and then studied international relations at Seoul National University (SNU). After graduation in 1960, he joined the Bank of Korea, completing a master’s degree in international relations part time. A scholarship
               took him to the United States, where he would acquire two more master’s degrees, in economics and statistics, and
               eventually a PhD in economics from Stanford University in 1973. After his return,
               he rejoined the Bank of Korea rather than taking the university posts that were offered him. Before long, he was seconded to the presidential secretariat
               at the Blue House, where he worked for a short period as an economic analyst.
            

            
            The then deputy prime minister and minister for economic planning, Nam Duck-woo, asked Kim to join the economic planning board (EPB) as his chief secretary. In 1976,
               he became an EPB director-general, overseeing the development of the heavy and chemical
               industries, two important planks of Park Chung-hee’s economic program. He was also involved
               in wider economic matters, including taxation issues, and is credited with having
               pushed for the introduction of a value-added tax. It was from his position at the
               EPB that he handled many of the issues that arose in 1979 from the second oil shock,
               which sent energy costs spiraling out of control, and the violent death of Park Chung-hee
               in October 1979. South Korean economic development, hitherto apparently unstoppable,
               now went into a severe decline, with huge wage increases at a time of rising costs
               for raw materials. Chun Doo-hwan, the general who seized power after Park’s death
               and eventually made himself president, called on Kim to become his senior adviser
               for economic affairs in September 1980. In this capacity, he played a major role in
               prising the economy out of the doldrums and getting it back on track for development,
               reducing the money supply and getting wages under control. He was a natural choice,
               therefore, to accompany Chun on his trip to Southeast Asian countries in October 1983,
               only to die in the North Korean bomb attack.
            

            
            Kim was hardworking and expected his staff to be the same. But he could relax and
               enjoyed playing tennis. His English was excellent, and his easygoing manner made him
               popular among those foreigners who got to know him. His wife, Yi Sung-ja, whom he
               met at SNU, was the sister of Yi Song-mi, the wife of Han Sung-joo.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JONG-GIL (1926–2017)

         
         	
            Kim Jong-gil was a poet and academic who also translated English poems into Korean.
               He was born near Andong, a major center of Confucian scholars, and was taught the Chinese classics by his great-grandfather. He attended a local college teacher training college
               in Taegu, before moving to Seoul in 1945, where he attended a Buddhist college. There he began to write poetry as well as editing a literary magazine. His
               poetry won a newspaper prize in 1947. He then attended Korea University, studying English. His graduation in 1950 coincided with the outbreak of the Korean War. During the war, he was an English interpreter with the national defense forces. At the end of the war in 1953, he returned to Taegu, teaching at Taegu High School.
               The following year, he began teaching at Kyongbuk University but moved to Korea University
               as an assistant professor, teaching English language and literature. During these
               years, he was also beginning to translate English poetry into Korean. In 1960, he
               went to Sheffield University in Great Britain. During his time there, he met a number of British poets, including T. S. Eliot.
            

            
              On his return to Korea, Kim resumed teaching at Korea University, publishing his
               first collection of poetry in 1969. In 1983, he visited the United States and Britain again. The following year, he returned to Britain to spend an academic
               year at the University of Cambridge. Throughout that period, he wrote Korean poetry
               and continued with his translation work. After his retirement in 1992, he was elected
               to the Korean Academy of the Arts in 1993 and awarded the Silver Order of Merit for
               Culture in 1998. Some of his poetry has appeared in translation.
            

            
            See also ANTHONY OF TAIZÉ, BROTHER (1942–); KO UN (1933–).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JONG IL (1942–2011)

         
         	
            Eldest son of the North Korean leader Kim Il Sung, whom he succeeded as de facto leader of North Korea in 1994. His main formal title was chairman of the National Defense Committee, and
               he was also secretary-general of the Korean Workers’ Party (KWP). According to official
               North Korean accounts, he was born on 15 February 1942 on Mount Paektu, the sacred
               mountain on the Sino–Korean border, but it is more likely that he was born in 1941
               in the Soviet Union (Russia), where his father had taken refuge from the Japanese. During the Korean War, he and his sister were sent to China for safety.
            

            
            Kim attended Kim Il Sung University in Pyongyang, and after graduation in 1963, he joined the KWP secretariat. In 1973, he became
               KWP secretary in charge of organization and propaganda and seems to have been selected
               as his father’s successor. He was not named publicly but was referred to as “the Party
               Center.” From 1980 onward, he began to make public appearances and was referred to
               as the “Dear Leader,” while his father remained the “Great Leader.” In South Korea,
               Kim was described as a hard-drinking playboy and was also blamed for incidents such
               as the Rangoon bomb attack.
            

            
            After his father’s death in 1994, Kim turned increasingly to the military for support
               and played down the role of the KWP. Gradually the term “Dear Leader” fell out of
               use, and he became either the “Great Leader,” although using a different word for
               leader from that used by his father, or “the General.” Although described as reclusive,
               he proved a capable host during the June 2000 North–South Summit, deferring, in public at least, to the South Korean president, Kim Dae-jung. The high hopes raised then for improved North Korea–South Korea relations proved abortive, however, and Kim Jong Il did not pay the promised return visit to
               the South. He died in December 2011 and was succeeded by his third son, Kim Jong Un.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018)

         
         	
            Popularly known as J. P., he was born in Kongju, South Chungchong Province. After graduating from Seoul National University in 1947, he joined the national defense forces and enrolled in the Korean Military Academy, graduating as a member of the eighth class in 1949. Rising in rank to lieutenant
               colonel, he served in the Army Headquarters G-Intelligence Section and married a niece
               of Major General Park Chung-hee. In December 1960, Kim and other army officers, who had been contemplating a military
               coup for some time since early 1960, advocated the purification of the army. As a
               result, he was forced to retire from active military service for insubordination.
               After that he became a more determined plotter of a military coup, bringing about
               the military revolution of 16 May 1961, which brought Park Chung-hee to power.
            

            
            Following the 1961 military takeover, Kim established the Korean Central Intelligence
               Agency (now the National Intelligence Service), becoming its first director, and when he and his associates established the Democratic Republican Party (DRP) in early 1963 to support Park, he became one of its key leaders. He was elected
               to the National Assembly in 1963 as chairman of the DRP. Reelected in 1967, he served as senior adviser to
               President Park, who was also president of the DRP. Kim became vice president of the
               party in 1971.
            

            
            He served as Park’s premier from June 1971 to December 1975. In March 1973, when Park
               and his close associates formed a new political party named the Political Fraternal Society for Revitalizing Reform, Kim became one of its key leaders. Reelected to the National Assembly in 1979, he
               became the president of the DRP when President Park was assassinated in October.
            

            
            Following the December 1979 coup, Kim was purged in May 1980 and was often under house arrest. When the ban on his
               political activities was lifted in 1987, he reconstructed the defunct DRP into the
               New Democratic Republican Party, becoming its head as well as its presidential candidate. He lost the presidential
               election in December 1987, but in 1988 he was again elected to the National Assembly.
               When the party merged with the Democratic Justice Party and the Reunification Democratic Party, forming the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) in February 1990, Kim became one of its three supreme leaders.
            

            
            Kim survived in the leadership of the DLP until January 1995, when, although he was
               party chairman, he was forced out. Nothing daunted, he proceeded once more to form
               a new political party, the United Liberal Democrats (ULD), with himself as leader. It claimed to be the only genuine conservative party
               in South Korea. It enjoyed modest electoral success, with 50 members elected in the
               1996 National Assembly elections.
            

            
            How deep its political convictions were was not clear. In a surprise move, the party
               joined with Kim Dae-jung’s National Congress for New Politics in 1997 in order to contest the presidential election. Despite their long years in
               opposition to each other, the two agreed that Kim Dae-jung would be the presidential
               candidate. After his narrow win in 1997, Kim Dae-jung made Kim Jong-pil his prime
               minister, though not without a great deal of opposition from within his own party.
               As prime minister, Kim Jong-pil advocated a cabinet system of government to replace
               the executive president system. Early in 2000, the coalition broke up. Kim resigned
               as prime minister to contest the April 2000 National Assembly elections as ULD leader.
               However, his party did badly in the elections, and by May 2000 he was once again in
               a coalition with Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
            The election of Roh Moo-hyun as president in 2002, and the passing from the political scene of Kim Dae-jung in
               2003, left only Kim Jong-pil from the era of the “three Kims” (Kim Jong-pil, Kim Dae-jung,
               and Kim Young-sam), as the period since the early 1970s has come to be known. In 2004, he announced
               his retirement from politics and maintained a low profile until his death.
            

            
            See also SAENARA DATSUN AUTOMOBILE SCANDAL.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JONG-SUNG (1935–)

         
         	
            Kim Jong-sung (preferred romanization Kimm Jong-soung) was born in Seoul. He began to study architecture at Seoul National University but moved to the United States to finish his undergraduate degree and then graduate studies at the Illinois Institute
               of Technology (IIT). He then joined the office of Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (1886–1969)
               in Chicago, where he was involved in a number of major projects until 1972. He also
               taught at IIT; much later, he was appointed to the board of overseers of the architectural
               college. Kim returned to South Korea in 1978, opening SAC International. Although
               he drew on van der Rohe and others in his use of space, he developed his own approach.
               His major buildings appeared in the 1980s and 1990s. They include the Seoul and Kyongju Hilton hotels, the Korean Military Academy library, and the Seoul National University library, as well as major office complexes.
            

            
            See also KIM CHUNG-UP (1922–1988); KIM SU-GUN (1931–1986); LEE HEE-TAI (1921–1981).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JONG UN (1984–)

         
         	
            Third son of Kim Jong Il. Like his siblings, Kim Jong Nam and Kim Jong Chul, Kim Jong Un attended school in
               Switzerland and later studied at both Kim Il Sung University and the Kim Il Sung Military
               University. No picture of him appeared in North Korean media until 2010. However, following Kim Jong Il’s reported stroke in the summer
               of 2008, there was speculation that Kim Jong Un was his designated successor, reinforced
               when he was appointed to the National Defense Council, which his father headed. The
               rumors steadily increased until the Korean Workers’ Party (KWP) meeting in September
               2010, when Kim Jong Un was named a vice chairman of the KWP Central Military Commission,
               was appointed a four-star general, and began to appear with Kim Jong Il at functions.
               His title now appeared to be the “Young General.” A remarkable feature about him was
               his strong physical resemblance to his grandfather, Kim Il-Sung.
            

            
            During 2011, Kim Jong Un was pictured with his father, and officials were prepared
               to admit that he was Kim Jong Il’s son, although there was never any public announcement.
               Immediately after the announcement of Kim Jong Il’s death on 19 December 2011, however,
               he was clearly identified as Kim Jong Il’s son, conspicuous as the chief mourner.
               On 31 December 2011, the KWP Politburo announced that, in accordance with Kim Jong
               Il’s will, Kim Jong Un would become Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces. He was
               also referred to as the supreme leader of the Korean Workers’ Party and of the DPRK
               state and army. He was now the “Great Successor,” “Supreme Leader,” and “Great Leader,”
               and there were references to the “Dear Respected Leader Kim Jong Un.” “Supreme Leader”
               has since become the most frequently used epithet.
            

            
            Outsiders speculated about who really held power. Officially there was no issue, since
               the younger Kim was clearly his father’s designated successor, and it was being said
               that his father had trained him for the role. Some form of collective leadership seemed
               to guide the new leader as he learned his way around. This included his uncle, Jang
               Song Taek, who was prominent at the funeral. Vice Marshal Ri Yong Ho, widely believed
               to be close to Kim Jong Il and Kim Jong Un, was another seen in this role. Jang Song
               Taek’s estranged wife, Kim Jong Il’s sister Kim Kyong Hui, who became a four-star
               general in 2010, may also have had a role.
            

            
             It was not long before Kim began throwing off his mentors. Senior military and party
               figures began to disappear. Most spectacular was the downfall of Jang Sang Taek. In
               December 2013, he was publicly stripped of his positions and expelled from the Korean
               Workers’ Party. A swift trial and execution followed. There have been unconfirmed
               claims that Jang’s wife and Kim’s aunt, Kim Kyong Hui, was forced to take poison.
               Kim’s half brother, Kim Jong Nam, the eldest child of Kim Jong Il, who may have been
               seen, like Jang, to be too close to China and a possible rival, was killed in a poison attack while away from Chinese protection.
               Some figures fell for failing to show proper respect to the leader, others because
               of corruption. Not all were killed, and not all remained out of favor. None of this
               was new. Both Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il had purged those they regarded as dangerous,
               but from the mid-1950s until 2011, such actions had taken place away from the public
               eye. Kim Jong Un wanted to make a point.
            

            
            At the same time, again imitating his grandfather but not his father, he seemed more
               relaxed with people. Like Kim Il Sung, he made public speeches on important occasions
               and at the New Year. Whereas his father had tended to be seen with the military or
               dourly gazing at objects, the younger Kim laughed and joked. He talked to people.
               While his father had kept his family life secret, Kim Jong Un’s wife was identified.
            

            
             Under him, the North Korean nuclear program shifted into a higher gear, and he increasingly was projected as determined military
               leader. The world watched with concern as the DPRK seemed to move inexorably toward
               becoming a nuclear power. Yet just as the DPRK had frequently said that it was withdrawing
               from the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement, or that it was in a state of war with the United States or South Korea, but then carried on as before, so now it regularly claimed that it
               had an atomic bomb and the means to deliver it, or later, that it had a hydrogen bomb
               that it could also deliver. Many remained skeptical of the accuracy of such claims,
               but others often took them at face value. The claims were accompanied by violent rhetoric.
               As tensions increased with the United States under President Barack Obama and with South Korea under Presidents Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye, the rhetoric took on both racist and misogynist tones that marked a new low. As
               international sanctions grew steadily tougher in the face of the North’s nuclear intransigence,
               relations even deteriorated with China and Russia. After the election of Donald Trump in 2016, relations with the United States became even more tense than they had been
               under Obama; the two countries seemed to many to be on the brink of war. Yet at the
               same time, Kim stressed the need for economic development, including light industry
               on a number of occasions, including his 2017 and 2018 New Year’s addresses.
            

            
             From 2011, Kim seemed to display an unremitting hostility toward the South Korean
               leadership. President Lee Myung-bak was mocked as a rat and shown being torn apart
               by dogs. Park Geun-hye was vilified, and there was much gloating over her impeachment
               and eventual imprisonment in 2016–2017. Her successor, Moon Jae-in, at first fared no better, despite attempts to reach out to the North. But then there
               was a change of tone. The 2018 New Year address offered talks with the South and participation
               in the Winter Olympics, to be held in the South Korean city of Pyongchong. Moon grasped the opportunity.
               A high-powered delegation including Kim Jong Un’s sister went to the games, bearing
               an invitation to open talks. This led eventually to an offer to meet U.S. president
               Donald Trump. Kim began to travel. In January, accompanied by his wife and officials, Kim went
               to Beijing to meet Chinese president Xi Jingpei. Two further visits to China indicated
               a visible relaxation in the tense relations of recent years. There was even more evidence
               of relaxation when the two Korean leaders met at Panmunjom in April and at subsequent meetings. In fall 2018, Moon Jae-in and his wife went to
               Pyongyang and together with Kim and his wife visited Mount Paektu. Kim undertook to
               visit Seoul.
            

            
            The biggest development in Kim’s new international role was his meeting with Donald
               Trump in Singapore on 12 June 2018. After much uncertainty about whether it would
               actually take place, the meeting went ahead. In terms of personal chemistry, it was
               a remarkable success. Kim knew his subject and had no difficulty holding his own with
               the U.S. president. Both parties came away apparently satisfied, even if the meeting
               was stronger on theater than on content. Trump had made one concession to the North
               when he announced the cancellation of some of the joint South Korean–U.S. military
               exercises, meeting a long wished for goal of the North Koreans.
            

            
            There seemed to be continued progress in relations with the South. The Koreas set
               up liaison offices and began removing mines from the Demilitarized Zone. Family reunions restarted. But the second Kim–Trump summit in Hanoi in February 2019 broke up without
               agreement, with each side accusing the other of making maximalist demands but offering
               little in return. The friendly noises from the North stopped. Not all contacts with
               the South ended, but the apparent goodwill of 2018 was little in evidence. Moon remains
               hopeful, but the omens are not good.
            

            
             Kim has shown that he is no figurehead. He can be ruthless, but also charming. He
               appears to study his brief and master it. While he does not command the whole country
               single-handedly, he has eliminated a series of possible challengers to his position.
               He has shown that he is not afraid to make bold gestures. It would be dangerous to
               underestimate him.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM JONG-YANG (1961–)

         
         	
            Kim Jong-yang is a South Korean police officer who became head of the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol)
               in October 2018. He was born in Changwon, South Kyongsang Province, and attended university in Seoul. In 1992, he joined the South Korean National Police, eventually becoming head of
               the Kyonggi Province police. At more than 13 million people (2019), this is the most
               populous province in the country, with nearly a quarter of the country’s population.
               It is also a major economic and educational center. Kim acquired a reputation for a determined approach to his role. He was also
               interested in the growing issue of cybercrime. His other interest was international
               police cooperation and training. This background led to his election as a vice president
               of Interpol in 2015, representing Asia. In October 2018, he took over as acting president
               of Interpol when the then president, Meng Hongwei, a Chinese national, was detained while on a visit to China, apparently over allegations of bribery.
               When Meng failed to return to his Interpol post, Kim Jong-yang was elected to replace
               him on a temporary basis, and then elected to the substantive position in November
               2018. He is expected to serve two years.
            

            
            See also TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM KI-CHOON (1928?–)

         
         	
            A former intelligence officer, Kim Ki-choon became chief of staff to President Park Geun-hye after she took office in 2013. Kim had been a member of the Korean Central Intelligence
               Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) under Park’s father, the late president Park Chung-hee. In January 2017, the Seoul District Court issued a warrant for his arrest, along with other staff members of
               the president’s office and the Minister of Culture, Tourism and Sport Cho Yoon-sun. The charges against them all related to a ministerial blacklist of artists in various
               fields because of their perceived hostility to Park, support for opposition parties,
               or criticisms of her father. In July 2017, Kim received a three-year sentence. Cho’s
               sentence was suspended but was later reinstated on appeal.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM KI-HWAN (1932–)

         
         	
            Kim Ki-hwan was a prominent economist, who moved between economic think tanks and
               government and negotiated the deal with the International Monetary Fund that helped
               the South Korean economy out of the 1997 Asian financial crisis. He received his higher education in the United States, at Grinnell College in Iowa, Yale, and the University of California, Berkeley, where he took a PhD in economics. He then taught at Portland
               State University and at the Berkeley and Davis campuses of the University of California,
               returning to Korea in 1976. He joined the then Korean International Economics Institute
               as director and also became the senior adviser to the minister for the economic planning
               board and a member of the monetary board in the early years of the Chun Doo-hwan presidency. Later under Chun, he was vice minister of trade and industry. He played
               a prominent role in North Korea–South Korea relations for a time as South Korea’s chief delegate to the economic talks held between 1984
               and 1986. He was the first director of the Ilhae Foundation and continued as head of its successor, the Sejong Institute. After Chun left office,
               Kim returned to academic life and the world of semiofficial think tanks until the
               1997 crisis. He was then appointed chair of the Presidential Commission for Economic
               Reform and an ambassador for economic affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
               With the passing of the 1997 crisis, he again left government but continued to be
               involved with think tanks and other economic organizations.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM KI-JONG (1959–)

         
         	
            In March 2015, the U.S. ambassador to South Korea, Mark Lippert, was attacked with a knife while attending
               a function in Seoul organized by the Korean Council for Reconciliation and Cooperation. He was cut about
               the face and hand; his face required 80 stitches, and he spent a week in hospital.
               His assailant was Kim Ki-jong, who claimed that he had no intention of killing Lippert
               but that he was protesting the regular Key Resolve-Foal Eagle South Korean–U.S. military
               exercise. Kim already had the dubious distinction of conducting the first known attack
               on an ambassador in South Korea. In 2010, he had received a suspended sentence for
               throwing a concrete block at the Japanese ambassador, who had been giving a lecture. Kim took a degree in law at Sunkyunkwan
               University in 1984. From then on, he had been an active left-wing nationalist. He had set up
               an organization, Our Ground (Uri madang), in the 1980s, which campaigned on issues such as the Tokto dispute and the comfort women issue with Japan. (At the time of the attack on Lippert, an organization representing
               the women claimed that Kim had been more of a nuisance than a help to their cause.)
               He had written about Tokto, arguing that the two Koreas should cooperate on the campaigns
               against Japan on the issue. Kim was part of a group who set fire to a U.S. flag in
               the embassy grounds in 1985. For many years, he claimed that the headquarters of Our
               Ground had been invaded by a group of unknown men in 1988, who had raped one of the
               staff. Having failed in his attempts to get this investigated, in 2007 he set himself
               on fire at the Blue House, the presidential palace, and was badly injured. Before that happened, he seems to
               have made a number of visits to North Korea, planting trees at Kaesong, the North Korean city nearest the South. After his detention
               in 2015, the police apparently claimed that he had tried to set up an altar in Seoul
               to Kim Jong Il, the North Korean leader who died in December 2011. At his trial in September 2015,
               however, he strenuously denied this, and the issue was not pursued by the prosecution.
               He was also cleared of a more general charge under the National Security Laws of supporting North Korea but received a 12-year sentence for the attack on Lippert.
            

            
            See also ASSASSINATION AND ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS; TEAM SPIRIT.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM KU (1876–1949)

         
         	
            Born in Haeju, Hwanghae Province (now in North Korea), Kim Ku joined the Tonghak movement in 1893. Fleeing to China in 1895, he joined the Righteous Armies there, but he returned to Korea to fight the
               Japanese. Imprisoned for the killing of a Japanese army officer in 1895, he managed to escape
               from prison in 1898. He was briefly a Buddhist monk until he became a Christian in 1903, teaching at a mission school. In 1911, he was arrested in connection with
               the “105 Persons Incident” (an alleged plot to assassinate the Japanese governor-general, involving Koreans and Christian missionaries), serving
               a prison term until he was released on parole in 1915. After that he was involved
               in the Rural Enlightenment Movement until he joined the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in 1919.
            

            
            In 1919, Kim left Korea for Shanghai, where he became one of the founders of the Korean Provisional Government in exile, serving as its chief of security, minister of home affairs, and then premier.
               In 1930, he and others formed the Korean Independence Party and directed terrorist activities against the Japanese. In 1935, he established the
               Korean National Restoration Army in China, and he served as the president of the Provisional
               Government in Chongqing from 1944. He returned to Korea in late 1945 as head of the
               Provisional Government with his Korean Independence Party, where he and Rhee Syngman collaborated for a while as leaders of the rightist movement. Kim served as vice president
               of the National Council for Rapid Realization of Korean Independence and vice chairman of the Representative Democratic Council.
            

            
            As controversy grew over the implementation of the UN plan to establish a Korean government by having general elections only in the South,
               Kim opposed the plan, becoming a bitter political rival and critic of Rhee. He and
               others made vain efforts to solve the Korean question by Koreans themselves and prevent
               the permanent division of Korea. Kim and some of his supporters even went to Pyongyang and met with North Korean leaders, including Kim Il Sung, but were unable to reach agreement.
            

            
            Kim refused to take part in the founding of the Republic of Korea. An army officer,
               Ahn Du-whi, assassinated him on 26 June 1949. Ahn was sentenced to life imprisonment
               but was soon released. Ahn lived under a false name until he was murdered in Seoul in October 1996. There is a museum and library in Kum Ku’s honor in Seoul.
            

            
            See also CHONDOGYO (TEACHING OF THE HEAVENLY WAY); NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM KWAN-JIN (1949–)

         
         	
            Kim Kwan-jin was minister of defense from December 2010 to June 2014. He then became
               chief of the national security office. He attended the Korean Military Academy, graduating with a BSc. During his years with the national defense forces, he rose to become a four-star general and, in 2006, chair of the joint chiefs of
               staff, a post he held for two years. In 2010, President Lee Myung-bak appointed him minister of defense. Although Lee’s successor, President Park Geun-hye, wished to replace him in 2013, her own nominee resigned, so Kim remained minister
               until he was moved to the national security office. Following Park’s impeachment and
               consequent replacement by Moon Jae-in in May 2017, Kim was replaced. He almost immediately came under investigation and
               was arrested for alleged political interference while defense minister. The charges
               revolved around the alleged role played by military cyber experts during the 2012 elections for the presidency and the National Assembly. According to the prosecution, Kim had instructed members of the armed forces cyber
               units to post messages supporting Park Geun-hye and her conservative supporters; 9,000
               such messages were reported to have been sent. Kim and his senior colleagues, two
               of whom would eventually be tried with him, were also said to have blocked an attempted
               internal investigation of the issue. Kim was released in 2017, but the investigations
               continued, and in 2019 he was found guilty of political meddling and sentenced to
               30 months in jail. He was found not guilty on a separate charge of preventing military
               staff who came from the Cholla Provinces, an area long associated with opposition
               to conservative politicians, from being employed in cyber warfare. On being sentenced,
               he said that he had always worked for the good of the country, but that final responsibility
               for “overzealousness” by subordinates lay with the minister.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon); WOON SEI-HOON (1951–).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM KYU-SHIK (1881–1950)

         
         	
            Born into a poverty-stricken family near Pusan, Kim became an orphan at the age of nine when his father, a widower, died. With the
               help of Dr. Horace G. Underwood, an American Presbyterian missionary, he was able to study at Roanoke College in
               Virginia in the United States from 1896. Returning home in 1904, Kim worked as Underwood’s private secretary while
               teaching at the Korean Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) in Seoul and at a mission school.
            

            
            Kim became an elder in a Presbyterian church in Seoul, and he worked for Korean independence
               from Japan while teaching English at Paejae College (now a university) in 1911–1912. He fled from the Japanese police to China in 1912, first to Manchuria and then to Shanghai in 1918. There he met many Korean nationalists and became one
               of the leaders of the Korean Independence Movement.
            

            
            In Paris in January 1919 as a representative of the Korean YMCA, he solicited the
               help of Western powers for the Korean cause, and when the Korean Provisional Government in exile was established in April that year, he was appointed as foreign minister,
               continuing his work for Korea in Paris. In May 1919, Kim presented the “Petition of
               the Korean People and Nation for Liberation from Japan and for the Reconstitution
               of Korea as an Independent State” and the “Claims of the Korean People and Nation”
               to the Paris Peace Conference. When the Korean Provisional Government was reorganized,
               he was named the minister of education and was sent to Washington as chairman of the
               Korean Commission to work with Dr. Rhee Syngman, who as president of the Provisional Government created the Korean Commission in
               Washington in 1919.
            

            
            Kim Kyu-shik arrived in Washington, D.C., in September 1919 and remained in the United States until early 1921. After his return to Shanghai, he served in the Provisional Government
               in various capacities while endeavoring to bring about unity among the various groups
               of nationalists. In 1930, he and his colleagues formed the Anti-Japanese United League
               of Koreans in China, and in 1935 they organized the Nationalist Revolutionary Party
               to lead the united Korean anti-Japanese struggle. In 1944, he became vice president
               of the Provisional Government in Chongqing, China.
            

            
            Kim and other members of the Provisional Government returned to Korea in November
               1945. A moderate nationalist, Kim helped form the Coalition Committee for Cooperation between the Rightists and the Leftists. When the United States Army Military Government established the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly in 1946, Kim was appointed its chairman. When it became apparent that the United Nations plan for elections would not work in all of Korea, his opposition to Rhee’s plan to
               establish a separate government in South Korea led to a growing antagonism between
               them. Kim, along with others who were determined to prevent the permanent partition
               of Korea, visited Pyongyang in April 1948 to solve the Korean question in cooperation with the North Korean communists,
               but they failed to achieve their aims.
            

            
            During the Korean War, he was abducted by the North Koreans and taken to North Korea, where he died in 1950.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM KYUNG-WON (1936–2012)

         
         	
            Kim Kyung-won, a soft-spoken, self-proclaimed “liberal” with an excellent command
               of English, was for many years the acceptable face of military dictatorship in South
               Korea. He was born in South Pyongan Province, now in North Korea, which he said gave him an understanding of why it was necessary to exercise tight
               political control in South Korea. After studying law at Seoul National University, he completed his education in the United States, where he attended Williams College in Massachusetts. He then took a PhD in political
               science at Harvard under Dr. Henry Kissinger in 1963. He taught at New York University
               and later at York University in Canada. He returned to South Korea in 1971 as professor
               of political science at Korea University. In 1975, he was appointed to the Blue House secretariat as special adviser for international affairs to President Park Chung-hee. It was Kim who handled the growing international criticism of South Korea’s human
               rights record as Park became steadily more authoritarian in the face of growing political
               opposition. Following Park’s assassination in 1979, Kim became a member of the Special Committee for National Security Measures and then was appointed chief of the presidential secretariat under President Chun Doo-hwan from 1980 to 1982. From 1982 to 1985, he was ambassador to the United Nations, heading the South Korean Observer Mission in New York, and then became ambassador
               to the United States until 1988. In retirement, he headed the then newly formed Seoul
               Forum for International Affairs and became a regular speaker and writer on international
               affairs in Korea and abroad, defending the necessity for the tough policies pursued
               by Park and Chun. In his last years, he suffered from Parkinson’s disease.
            

            
            One year after his death, a commemorative meeting was held to mark his career and
               the publication of a volume of his collected essays in Korean and English.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM MOON-SOO (1951–)

         
         	
            Activist turned conservative politician, Kim Moon-soo was elected governor of Kyonggi
               Province in 2006 and was reelected several times until 2014. He was enrolled in the
               business administration department at Seoul National University (SNU) in 1970 but was expelled the following year for taking part in the antigovernment
               student movement against President Park Chung-hee. He returned to SNU in the 1990s and completed his degree. In the 1970s and 1980s,
               he was active in the labor movement in both rural and urban areas. His activism led to his being arrested and tortured
               in 1980. After his release, he continued as a labor activist. In 1990, he shifted
               into politics, joining the left-wing People’s Party at first but in 1994 switching to the ruling
               Democratic People’s Party, with which he has remained through its many changes of
               name; it is now the Saenuri Party. He served three terms in the National Assembly, concentrating on labor and environmental issues. In 2006, he left the National Assembly to stand for election as governor
               of Kyonggi Province, which surrounds the capital, Seoul, and which is the most populated province in the country. In 2012, he made a bid
               for the then Grand National Party nomination as a presidential candidate but lost to Park Chung-hee’s daughter, Park Geun-hye, who went on to become president in 2013. Kim remains in the party, where he has
               taken a special interest in North Korea, especially human rights issues.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM OK-SUN (1934–)

         
         	
            In the highly conservative 1970s, the female National Assembly member Kim Ok-sun stood out not just for her politics but also because of her cross-dressing and apparent transvestism. She was the youngest
               child in her family but later assumed the head of the family role after the death
               of an older brother. Her education was at Chungang University, founded by another female political activist, Im Young-shin, where she received a BA and a PhD in political science. She was also a devout Christian, building several churches as a member of the Holiness Church. She stood for direct
               election as a National Assembly candidate in 1966 but lost. Convinced that her opponent
               had won by fraud, she fought a yearlong battle and eventually took the seat as a member
               of the Democratic Party. When elected, she was described as being a virgin candidate, since she was unmarried.
               That, and her cross-dressing, became regular matters of comment. In 1975, she drew
               further attention to herself with a speech attacking the increasingly dictatorial
               rule of President Park Chung-hee. Park was apparently furious and brought pressure that led to her expulsion from
               the National Assembly. Her party, led by Kim Young-sam, declined to support her. She was also arraigned on a charge of staging an illegal
               rally three years earlier. For this, she received a one-year suspended jail sentence.
               She remained out of national politics for 10 years but returned to the National Assembly,
               again on a direct election ticket in 1985, as a member of the New Korea Democratic Party. That same year, she ran unsuccessfully for both the vice presidency of the party
               and deputy speaker of the National Assembly.
            

            
            See also SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS; WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM, RICHARD E. (1932–2009)

         
         	
            A prominent Korean American writer, academic, and documentary maker, Richard E. Kim
               was born Kim Eun-kook in Hamhung (now in North Korea) during the Japanese colonial period. In his childhood he lived in both Korea and the Japanese puppet state
               of Manchukuo (Manzhouguo). The family fled to the South after the Soviet occupation
               of the northern half of the peninsula in 1945. During the Korean War, Kim served in the Marine Corps and then as an infantry officer. In 1955, he attended Middlebury College in Vermont,
               where he took a bachelor’s degree in political science and history. He then took three
               master’s degrees, in writing, languages, and literature. From 1964 to 1969, he was
               an associate professor in the English Department at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He would later teach at a number of other universities,
               including a spell as a Fulbright professor at Seoul National University from 1981
               to 1983.
            

            
             In the same year that he started at Amherst, he became an American citizen and published
               his first novel, The Martyred, which drew on his experiences in North Korea during the Soviet occupation period.
               It drew wide acclaim and was translated into 14 languages. In South Korea, it became
               a play, an opera, and eventually a film. It remains in print. It was followed by The Innocent in 1968, and the autobiographical novel Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood in 1970. All were again praised, and he was nominated for the Nobel Prize for Literature.
               But he produced no more novels, concentrating on teaching and translations. Eventually
               in the 1980s, he developed new interests. He established the Trans-Lit Agency to help
               Korean writers get international copyright, and he began to make television documentary
               films, mainly for the Korean Broadcasting System (KBS). While in Seoul as a Fulbright
               professor, he also became a newspaper columnist, writing for the Korean-language Chosun Ilbo and for the English-language Korea Herald, both conservative in outlook. In private, however, he was critical of the continued
               involvement of the military in government under President Chun Doo-hwan.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SAGWA (1984–)

         
         	
            Kim Sagwa (pseud.) is a novelist who has enjoyed considerable success since her university days. By the time she graduated in creative writing in 2009, she had already published
               her first novel, Mina, dealing with the problems of being a teenager in South Korea in 2008. She was then
               well on the way to finishing her second novel, Pur i numunda (The grass is lying down), which appeared in 2009. She has continued to produce novels,
               short stories, travel essays, and journalism. Some of her work has been translated
               into English, including Mina (trans. Bruce and Ju-chan Fulton, 2018). Since 2016, she has lived in the United States. She has been nominated for a number of prestigious Korean literary awards.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SANG-HYOP (1920–1995)

         
         	
            A graduate of Tokyo Imperial University in Japan in 1942, and a cousin of Dr. Kim Sang-man, he taught at Korea University for various periods between 1957 and 1982. He served
               as the minister of education (1962) under President Park Chung-hee and as president of Korea University (1970–1975). Elected to the National Assembly in 1980, he was named prime minister in 1982, apparently without any consultation,
               and he resigned in 1983. He became president of the Korean Red Cross Society in 1985.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SANG-MAN (1910–1994)

         
         	
            Son of Kim Song-su, whose memory he made great efforts to preserve, and a cousin of Kim Sang-hyop, Kim spent his entire public career as a newspaperman with the Dong-A Ilbo. He was educated at the London School of Economics in Great Britain, for which he retained a lifelong affection, and at Waseda University in Japan. He received many honors. For several years, he was chairman of the Press Foundation
               of Asia.
            

            
            Although Kim was conservative in his political views, he opposed President Park Chun-hee’s Yushin rule. In particular, he fought against press censorship and the presence in newspaper offices of agents from the Korean Central Intelligence
               Agency (now the National Intelligence Service). The Dong-A Ilbo suffered as a result, with all government advertising being removed for a time; Kim
               published the paper with blank spaces. Many of its staff were singled out for attack,
               but Kim did his best to defend them.
            

            
            The Dong-A Ilbo also suffered following the December 1979 coup. The company’s broadcasting assets and provincial publications were suppressed, and staff members were once again
               targeted. Many lost their jobs, but Kim Sang-man made sure that as many as possible
               were given backstage or unofficial positions. Eventually government opposition waned,
               and Kim was treated like an elder statesman in his later years. Following his death,
               the newspaper established the Ilmin (his pen name) Cultural Foundation in the offices
               that the paper had occupied from 1926 to mark Kim’s great interest in and support
               for Korean culture.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; KIM HAK-JOON (1943–); “MASSACRES OF THE MASS MEDIA”; PARK KWON-SANG (1929–2014).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SONG-SU (1891–1955)

         
         	
            Born into a wealthy landlord family in Kochang, North Cholla Province, he graduated
               from Waseda University in Japan in 1914. In 1915, he took over a secondary school for boys in Seoul, becoming its principal in 1917. He and his brothers established the Seoul Spinning
               and Weaving Company in 1919, contributing to the development of nationalistic entrepreneurial
               ventures.
            

            
            In 1920, Kim established a new Korean-language newspaper, publishing the Dong-A Ilbo and other Korean-language publications for the purpose of maintaining the Korean nationalistic
               spirit. After taking over Posong College (later Korea University) in 1932, Kim became
               its president, providing an education for Koreans in modern law and commercial studies. In order to keep his various enterprises
               going, however, Kim to some extent had to work with the Japanese. Like others in this
               position, he has subsequently been accused of collaboration. His record under the Japanese led to his exclusion from the Interim Assembly established
               in December 1946, but the following year, he and other right-wing political leaders
               established the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party. He served as vice president of the National Council for Rapid Realization of Korean Independence, and when his party and another party merged into the Democratic Party in 1949, he became one of its top leaders. In May 1951, the National Assembly elected him vice president, replacing Vice President Yi Si-yong, who resigned after disputes with President Rhee Syngman. A year later, Kim, too, resigned after bitterly criticizing Rhee’s autocratic rule.
               After that he served as adviser to the Democratic Nationalist Party.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SOU-HWAN (1920–2009)

         
         	
            Cardinal Kim Sou-hwan (Stephen Kim) was the leader of the Roman Catholic Church in
               South Korea from 1968 until he retired in 1998. He attended high school in Seoul and then studied philosophy at the Jesuit Sophia University in Tokyo, Japan, from 1941 to 1944. Like many other Korean students at the time, he was compelled
               to serve in the Japanese army, which would later lead to charges of collaboration. After his return to Korea, he attended the Catholic University of Korea from 1947
               to 1951. He was ordained as a priest in 1951 and became pastor of the parish of Andong
               in the archdiocese of Taegu the same year. Kim studied at Münster in Germany from 1956 to 1963 and became bishop of Masan in 1966, moving on to be archbishop of Seoul in 1968. He became a cardinal in 1969.
            

            
            During the 1970s, many Roman Catholics, including Kim Dae-jung, opposed the increasingly authoritarian Yushin rule of President Park Chung-hee. Seoul’s Roman Catholic cathedral in Myongdong became the scene of major protests
               against the regime in 1976. While Cardinal Kim did not confront the Park regime directly,
               the church provided support for the dissidents and their families. Later, during the
               presidency of Chun Doo-hwan, Kim became a more outspoken critic of government suppression of democracy. In particular,
               he opposed Chun’s attempt to stifle the debate on reform of the Constitution. For his stand against authoritarianism, he received the Robert E. Kennedy Human
               Rights Award in 1988. He retired as archbishop of Seoul in 1998, becoming archbishop
               emeritus. When he died in 2009, more than 100,000 people visited his lying-in-state
               in Myongdong Cathedral. South Korea’s second Roman Catholic cardinal, Archbishop Nicholas
               Chong Jin-suk, was appointed in 2006, and the third, Archbishop Andrew Yum Su-jung,
               in 2012.
            

            
            See also CHRISTIANITY; RELIGIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SU-GUN (1931–1986)

         
         	
            Kim Su-gun (he romanized it as Kim Swoo Geun) was something of a polymath: the architect who designed the stadium for the Olympic Games held in Seoul in 1988, publisher of the first Korean general arts magazine, a teacher, and a patron
               of the arts. He was born in what is now North Korea, but the family soon moved to Seoul. His interest in architecture began while he
               was a high school student, and in 1950 he enrolled at Seoul National University. The Korean War intervened, but instead of enlisting in the armed forces, he made his way to Japan in 1952. There he first studied at the Tokyo University of Fine Arts, then earned
               a master’s degree in architecture at Tokyo University in 1960, for a study of planning
               for the 1964 Tokyo Olympics.
            

            
             By then he had already won a competition in Seoul to design a new National Assembly building. The political upheavals of 1960–1961 meant that his design was never implemented.
               Back in Seoul, and with a Japanese wife, he set up an architectural practice, Kim
               Swoo Geun Planning and Design, as well as teaching at Seoul’s Hongik University, generally
               regarded as the best art and architecture school in the country; he would later be
               appointed professor at other universities. Over the following years, he designed over
               200 projects at home and abroad. Among them were some very expensive private houses,
               yet he seems to have avoided falling foul of President Park Chung-hee’s austerity measures. Under President Chun Doo-hwan, who had less interest in austerity, as well as the Olympic Stadium and the gymnasium
               complex, he was chosen as the architect of the main buildings of Chun’s Ilhae Foundation (now the Sejong Institute). He had also begun to branch out into other areas. From
               1966 to 1972, he published the arts magazine Konggan (Space). It would later appear as a bilingual Korean–English journal. In 1972, he
               built the SPACE Gallery, to which he added a small theater in 1978.
            

            
            See also KIM CHUNG-UP (1922–1988); KIM JONG-SUNG (1935–); LEE HEE-TAI (1921–1981).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SUK-SOO (1932–)

         
         	
            Kim Suk-soo was a well-established legal figure when he became prime minister under
               President Kim Dae-jung from September 2002 to February 2003. He was born in South Kyongsang Province and
               attended Yonsei University in Seoul. After graduation, he became a career judge and later headed the National Election
               Commission.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM, SUNG (1960–)

         
         	
            In October 2011, Sung Kim became the first Korean American to be appointed U.S. ambassador to South Korea. He was born in Seoul, where his father was a South Korean diplomat. Sung Kim moved to Los Angeles in 1973,
               where he received his school education. He then studied at the University of Pennsylvania (BA) and Loyola Law School (JD), as well as taking a master of laws
               degree at the London School of Economics in Great Britain. After a period as a public prosecutor, he joined the State Department, serving in
               Washington, D.C.; Seoul; Tokyo; Kuala Lumpur; and Hong Kong. From August 2006 to July
               2008, he was director of the Office of Korean Affairs in the State Department. In
               July 2008, he was appointed U.S. representative to the Six Party Talks concerned with the ongoing problem of the North Korean nuclear program. His appointment as ambassador to South Korea from 2011 to 2014 was widely welcomed
               in the country.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM SUNG-OK (1941–)

         
         	
            Kim is a novelist and filmmaker. He was born in Osaka, Japan, but his family moved to South Cholla Province after 1945. He studied French literature at Seoul National University. While still a student, he worked as a cartoonist and began to publish short stories.
               Among other works, he wrote Seoul 1964, kyoul (Seoul, 1964, winter), which dissected the lives of ordinary people in the South Korean
               capital at a time of great change. To many, this is the representative Korean story from the 1960s. Some of his work was turned into films,
               and Kim also became a major screenwriter. He experimented with various approaches
               in his writing and won a number of prizes. Eventually, however, he abandoned fiction
               altogether in the late 1970s.
            

            
            See also CINEMA; LITERATURE.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM UN-YONG (1931–2017)

         
         	
            Kim Un-yong had a long and varied career; at various times he was an army officer,
               a diplomat, and a leading figure in sports administration both at home and abroad.
               He was born in Taegu in 1931, when Korea was a Japanese colony. His father was a journalist who died when Kim was five. He Kim learned Japanese as a schoolboy and would later
               acquire several other languages. His first ambition was to become a diplomat. In 1949,
               he enrolled at Yonsei University in Seoul, then the only place where one could study international relations. His studies were
               cut short by the start of the Korean War in June 1950; he would not formally graduate from Yonsei until 1960. He also studied
               in the United States. Trapped in Seoul when the North Korean forces took the city within days of the start of the war, he managed to escape and
               join the national defense forces, in which he was commissioned as an army officer. He remained in the military until
               the early 1960s, spending some time training in the United States and acquiring a
               good command of English in the process. Kim worked as an intelligence officer, which
               led to his appointment as secretary to General Song Yo-chan, the army chief of staff whom President Rhee Syngman appointed martial law commander at the time of the April 1960 student uprising. Song’s refusal to allow troops to fire on the students led to Rhee’s downfall. Kim
               remained his secretary during this period and continued to be so when Song served
               briefly as foreign minister after the military revolution of 16 May 1961, and later as chief cabinet minister (prime minister) until June 1962. Because of
               his close links with Song, when the latter publicly called for a return to civilian
               rule, Kim found himself under investigation by the newly established Korean Central
               Intelligence Agency (now the National Intelligence Service) but was not charged.
            

            
             Soon after he left the army, having reached the rank of lieutenant colonel, Kim completed
               a master’s degree and then a PhD in 1963 in international relations and diplomacy,
               then joined the South Korean diplomatic service. Between 1963 and 1968, he served
               as a counselor in Washington, D.C., at the United Nations in New York, and in Great Britain, before moving to the Blue House as deputy secretary general for security under President Park Chung-hee, a post he held until 1974. He resigned that August after the assassination of Madame Park (Yuk Young-soo). He had always been interested in sports—he had been a sumo wrestler as a schoolboy—and
               this became his new career. From 1971, he was president of the Korean Taekwondo Association. In 1973, he took over the presidency of Park’s Kukki taekwondo, an organization that aimed to unite the various Taekwondo groups. He also became
               head of the World Taekwondo Association. From then on, his career became steadily
               more sports oriented and steadily more international. He played an important role
               in Seoul’s successful bid to host the 1988 Summer Olympics, especially in persuading countries such as the Soviet Union and China to attend. He was also vice chair of the Seoul Olympics Organizing Committee. This
               would lead to a growing personal involvement with the International Olympic Committee
               (IOC), of which he became a member and later vice chair. At the same time, he remained
               active in domestic sporting affairs, serving as chair of the unsuccessful bid for
               the 1999 Winter Olympics and chair of the successful 2002 Pusan Asian Games organizing
               committee.
            

            
            He also began what proved to be a brief political career. He had met Kim Dae-jung several times over the years. After Kim became president and established his Millennium Democratic Party (MDP), he asked Kim Un-yong to stand for election to the National Assembly as a proportional representative member of the party. He agreed and was one of those
               who accompanied the president to Pyongyang for the June 2000 Inter-Korean Summit. On that occasion, he suggested to the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il, that the two Koreas might jointly enter the stadium for the forthcoming Sydney Olympics,
               which duly happened. But his was to be a short-lived success. He had growing ambitions
               to succeed Juan Antonio Samaranch as the head of the IOC and for a time had considerable
               support from some fellow members of the committee. However, the IOC had gone through
               a considerable shakeout of the committee in the wake of a scandal that had erupted
               over the 1999 Salt Lake City bid for the games. Many of the committee members had
               been supporters of Kim, and he too had been suspected. As a result, he lost his 2001
               bid for the IOC chair to the Belgian Jacques Rogge by 59 votes to 23. Kim’s position
               became steadily more difficult. There were attacks on his handling of the failed 2003
               Winter Olympics bid from Pyongchong and rumors of corruption. President Kim Dae-jung
               apparently turned against him, and he was compelled to give up a number of his domestic
               sports positions. In November 2003, he declined a request from Kim Dae-jung’s successor,
               President Roh Moo-hyun, to join the Uri Party, successor to the MDP.
            

            
            The following month, the prosecutor’s office announced that Kim Un-yong was under
               investigation for corruption. Early in January 2004, he was suspended from the IOC
               because of the investigation, and at the end of the month, he was arrested. At his
               trial in June, he was convicted of embezzlement and accepting bribes. He received
               a 30-month prison sentence and was fined US$672,000. The judge had rejected the prosecution’s
               demand for a heavier sentence on the grounds of his age and his long service to sports.
               An appeal failed, but he was released after serving 12 months. By then, he had been
               stripped of his IOC role. After his release, he was occasionally consulted as an adviser
               for international sports events. In 2008, President Lee Myung-bak formally pardoned him. Thereafter, he received a number of honorary appointments that
               reflected his role in taekwondo. He wrote several books and has been the subject of
               at least two biographies in English as well as a number in Korean.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM WHAN-KI (1913–1974)

         
         	
            Kim Whan-ki was a painter with an international reputation who worked in Tokyo, Paris, and New York. He was
               born on Kijwa, an island near Mokpo in South Cholla Province. He went to Japan in the 1930s and studied art at Nihon University in Tokyo. Although he returned to Korea in 1937, he regularly exhibited at the Association
               of Free Artists exhibitions in Tokyo between 1937 and 1940. His work, inspired by
               nature, was at that time in the abstract tradition. He appears to have done little
               painting during World War II, concentrating on essay writing. After liberation in
               1945, he taught briefly at the Seoul National University (SNU) College of Fine Arts.
               From then, his work moved away from abstract themes to more figurative art, drawing
               on Korean traditional symbols and subjects. With the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, he moved to Pusan and joined the faculty of Hongik University, whose fine arts department rivaled that
               of SNU for influence in the Korean art world. From the late 1950s, he spent time in
               France, and from 1963 until his death in 1974, he was in the United States. This long period abroad made him one of the few Korean artists who enjoyed an international
               reputation. In his later years he returned to a more abstract approach, in particular
               producing a series of dot paintings.
            

            
            After his death, his widow, Kim Hyang-an, established the Whanki Foundation in Seoul. In 1992, the foundation established the Whanki Museum in his honor, following an
               exhibition of his work held in Paris in 1987. The museum holds 2,000 of his works
               but also exhibits works of other painters. In 1996, the Korean art journal Wolgan Missul (Art monthly) named him the most representative of modern Korean artists.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART (Kuknip hyundae misulgwan); PAIK NAM-JUNE (1932–2006).
            

            
         

         
         	KIM YO JONG (1987–)

         
         	
            Sister of the current North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un. Like her brother and the other children of Kim Jong Il, she received part of her education in Switzerland. She came to prominence after her father’s death, when she was regularly
               seen as part of her brother’s entourage and began to move up the hierarchy of the
               ruling Korean Workers’ Party. For a time, she was thought to be his wife but was eventually
               correctly identified. In February 2018, she became the first member of the Kim family
               to visit South Korea when she was part of the delegation that attended the Pyongchong
               Winter Olympic Games. Although the North Korean ceremonial head of state, Kim Yong Nam, was nominally
               the delegation leader, it was clear that she was the really important one. When the
               U.S. vice president, Mike Pence, snubbed her at the opening ceremony of the games and refused
               to attend a dinner given by South Korean president Moon Jae-in at which she would be present, she did not respond. Moon ignored the U.S. action
               and received her formally. Later, it emerged that she was carrying a personal letter
               from Kim Jong Un for Moon proposing talks. Moon accepted, and the first of the 2018
               summit meetings took place in April at Panmunjom. Kim Yo Jung was not present on that occasion nor at the subsequent meetings between
               the two Korean leaders. She did, however, attend the summit meetings with U.S. president
               Donald Trump that took place later in 2018 and in 2019.
            

            
            See NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM YONG-IL (1941–)

         
         	
            Kim Yong-il, who writes under the pen name Kim Chi-ha, became the best-known South
               Korean dissident writer under President Park Chung-hee and a symbol of resistance against the government.
            

            
            A Roman Catholic and a supporter of radical theology, Kim entered the Department of
               Aesthetics at Seoul National University in 1959. He was active in the student movement that overthrew President Rhee Syngman in 1960. Because of his political activism, he went into hiding after the military revolution of 16 May 1961 that brought Park Chung-hee to power. After he emerged from hiding in 1963, he began
               writing a series of poems, essays, and plays that attacked Park’s regime for its oppression
               of the poor and its promotion of elite groups. His poems included “Five Bandits,”
               satirizing the new rich. In 1972, he was tried under the 1961 Anticommunism Law and was sentenced to death in 1974.
            

            
            Following national and international protests, Kim was reprieved and released with
               a suspended sentence. After his release, however, he did not keep silent about the
               torture of those convicted in the 1964 People’s Revolutionary Party case and was thus deemed to have benefited an “antistate organization.” His life sentence
               was reactivated, and he was re-imprisoned in 1975. He remained in jail, mostly in
               solitary confinement, until 1980. His work was banned from publication. Eventually,
               he was pardoned, and his works were removed from the banned list in 1984. Since then,
               his work has been published in South Korea and in several languages. Kim has also
               been involved with environmental and human rights issues. In 2007, he was appointed to a chair at Dongguk University.
               His poetry has moved away from the highly political works of the past toward a more
               contemplative mode. Over the years, he has received a number of awards for his poetry
               and for services to human rights.
            

            
            In 1973, he married Kim Young-joo (1946–2019), the daughter of the novelist Pak Kyung-ni. When Kim was imprisoned under President Park Chung-hee, Pak provided financial support
               to the family.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE; NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM YOUNG-JU (1920–1995)

         
         	
            An artist and a critic, Kim first exhibited in the early 1940s, when his work came
               under Japanese suspicion as potentially advocating Korean nationalist themes. After 1945, his painting became steadily more abstract, with great verve. During the 1950–1953 Korean War, he was appointed an official war artist. Some of his most powerful work linked to
               the war was produced after 1953 and dwelled on the sufferings of the civilian population.
               He acquired an international reputation, which has survived after his death.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM YOUNG-SAM (1927–2015)

         
         	
            Born in Pusan, South Kyongsang Province, Kim graduated from Seoul National University in 1951. He joined the Liberal Party and served as secretary to the prime minister in 1951. Deserting the Liberal Party,
               Kim joined the Democratic Party and was elected to the National Assembly in 1954 and 1960. He was reelected to the National Assembly in 1963 as a member of
               the Civil Rule Party and in 1967 as a member of the New Democratic Party, serving in the National Assembly until 1980. He was then banned from politics under President Chun Doo-hwan, but by 1984, he was again active in political circles.
            

            
            
               Kim Young-sam’s arrest, 1980.

                   From the collection of Park Kwon-sang. Courtesy of Sohee Park

               

            

            Kim served with Kim Dae-jung as cochairman of the Council for the Promotion of Democracy in 1984, and when the New Korea Democratic Party was established in 1986, he became its adviser. In 1987, he founded the Reunification Democratic Party, becoming its president as well as its candidate in the 1987 presidential election.
               He lost the election but was elected to the National Assembly in 1988. In June 1989,
               he visited the Soviet Union (Russia), contributing to the development of South Korean ties with Moscow. In February 1990,
               when his party merged with the Democratic Justice and the New Democratic Republican Parties, forming the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP), he first became one of the three supreme leaders of the new party, and then
               its executive chairman. In May 1992, the DLP nominated him as its presidential candidate
               for the December 1992 presidential election.
            

            
            His presidency, which broke away from the military dominance that had prevailed since
               Park Chung-hee’s coup in 1961, aroused high hopes. He began well, with a series of reforming measures.
               But faced with the issue of the North Korean nuclear program and domestic pressure to reopen the issue of the Kwangju uprising, he seemed to lose his touch. His policy toward North Korea swung back and forth as events developed, and while he authorized the trials of the
               former presidents, Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo, he gained little credit, since he only did so under growing popular pressure. His
               last months in office were marred by his son’s alleged corruption and tax evasion,
               by attempts to prevent Kim Dae-jung from succeeding him as president, and by his failure
               to respond to the Asian financial crisis that hit South Korea in the autumn of 1997. In retirement, Kim made occasional references
               to returning to politics, but these came to nothing.
            

            
         

         
         	KIM YUN-CHUL (1964–)

         
         	
            In April 2019, South Korean president Moon Jae-in nominated Kim Yun-chul as minister of unification, to replace Cho Myong-gyun, who had held the post since Moon came to office in 2017. Kim’s career, like that
               of his predecessor, had been entirely tied up with North Korean affairs. After military service, he attended Sunkyukwan University between 1983 and 1996, graduating with a BA, an MA, and a PhD in political science.
               He then worked as head of the North Korean team at the Samsung Group’s Economic Research Center. He moved to Korea University’s Asia Research Center as
               a research professor from 2004 to 2006 before spending the following two years as
               an adviser to the ministry of unification under President Roh Moo-hyun. In 2006, he returned to Korea University. He next headed the Hankyoreh newspaper’s Peace Research Institute at the Foundation for Reunification and Culture.
               In 2010, Kim took up an academic post in the department of Korean unification at Inje
               University, although he seems to have spent much of his time on leave of absence,
               first as president of the Institute for National Strategy, a private think tank, then
               from 2018 to 2019, as president of the Korea Institute for National Unification.
            

            
             He has been close to President Moon for a number of years. He favors a softer approach
               to North Korea, which chimes with Moon’s view. He would like to see sanctions relaxed
               in order to create a more positive atmosphere for North–South relations and North
               Korean–U.S. relations. He also would like to see the resumption of the Kaesong Industrial Zone. Unsurprisingly, these views have led to criticism from the right wing.
            

            
         

         
         	KIMPO AIRPORT

         
         	
            Until the opening of the international airport at Inchon in 2001, South Korea’s main international airport was at Kimpo, a short distance (15
               km/9 miles) to the west of the capital, Seoul. Work on construction of an airfield at Kimpo began in 1936. Until then, Seoul’s
               military and civilian flights took place from an airfield on Yoido Island, now the
               site of the National Assembly. Kimpo served as a Japanese fighter base during World War II. After the war, it was occupied by U.S. forces until the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, when it became a
               base for the fledgling air element of the national defense forces and the first home of the Korean Air Force Academy. It played a major role, along with the airbase at Suwon, in the evacuation of U.S. and other foreigners at the beginning of the Korean War, but was quickly captured by North Korean forces. Recaptured after the Inchon landing in September 1950, it again became a U.S. base but was abandoned in the face of the
               Chinese advance in late 1950. Retaken in January 1951 and again functioning by March 1951,
               its importance remained high for the rest of the war. It became Seoul International
               Airport in 1958. Eventually it had three terminals, two international and one domestic;
               extensive cargo facilities; and two runways. After the opening of Inchon Airport in
               2001, it was at first given over to domestic flights. Gradually, however, airlines
               flying to nearby destinations in China and Japan began to use it. Because of its closeness
               to central Seoul, it is particularly popular with those traveling on business, and
               it is still the second busiest airport after Inchon, with 20 million passengers in
               2012. The terminals have been reconfigured, and there are two passenger terminals
               and one cargo terminal.
            

            
            See also ASIANA AIRLINES; KOREAN AIR; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	KNEZ, EUGENE IRVING (1916–2010)

         
         	
            Eugene Knez was born Eugene Ishmael Knezevich but changed his name in 1949. An anthropologist
               by training, Knez graduated from the University of New Mexico in 1941 and joined the U.S. Army as a private. By the end of World
               War II, he had attended officer school and reached the rank of captain (he would later
               become a full colonel in the army reserve). Following the Japanese surrender in 1945, he was assigned to the United States Army Military Government in Korea to administer national cultural and scientific agencies. In this position, he was
               responsible for the creation of the Korean National Folk Museum in Seoul in November 1945 under Military Order No. 68. The museum opened in April 1946. Knez
               also engaged in archaeological and anthropological work at Kyongju and on Cheju Island. By the time he left the army in August 1946, he had accumulated a considerable mass
               of material on Korea, including notes, objects, music, film, and photographs. These
               materials were to play an important part in his later career.
            

            
            Knez worked at Yale and then joined the U.S. foreign service in 1949. He again went
               to South Korea, this time as chief of operations for the U.S. Information Agency.
               He was in Seoul in June 1950 when the Korean War began, then followed the U.S. embassy and the South Korean government to Pusan. When Seoul was recaptured following the September 1950 landings at Inchon, he returned to the city. As United Nations forces retreated in November 1950, Knez was approached by Kim Che-won, the director of the National Museum of Korea, to help remove the museum’s collections to Pusan. This he did, although he had no
               formal authorization to do so. While in Pusan, he undertook local ethnographic fieldwork;
               this would become the basis of his Syracuse University PhD, completed in 1959, on
               a village near Kimhae. During this period, he also met his future wife, Choi Ji-ae,
               a well-known actor.
            

            
            During 1951, Knez transferred to Japan. He left the foreign service in 1953. He taught
               at Hunter College in New York while studying for his PhD, and he joined the Smithsonian
               Institute in Washington, D.C., in 1959, as an associate curator in anthropology. He
               remained at the Smithsonian until his retirement in 1978, when he became curator emeritus.
               Working in the National Museum, which later became the Museum of Natural History,
               he established permanent collections on Asian material, including Korea, for the first
               time. One of his most successful ventures was an exhibition on the Korean village,
               first staged in 1971 and later the basis of a traveling exhibition that toured the
               United States and Canada between 1977 and 1979. In later years, he lived in Hawaii, where he had
               links with the University of Hawaii Center of Korean Studies. Knez wrote relatively
               little, but in 1997, the Smithsonian Institute published a revised version of his
               1959 thesis as The Modernization of Three Korean Villages, 1951–81: An Illustrated Study of a People
                  and Their Material Culture. His papers, which contain much about Korea, are in the Smithsonian. Like Gregory Henderson, Knez has been criticized for using his position to acquire Korean artifacts for
               his own collection.
            

            
         

         
         	KO HUI-DONG (1886–1965)

         
         	
            A Korean artist who pioneered the application of Western painting techniques to the traditional Korean approach to painting. He was the first Korean
               student to learn Western-style oil painting, during his studies in Japan from 1908 onward, where he trained at the Tokyo School of Fine Arts. He returned to
               Korea in 1915 but found little interest in his new skills, and he devoted most of
               his time thereafter to more traditional painting. In 1945, he became chair of the
               Korean Association of Artists, and in 1955 chair of the Korean Academy of Arts. In
               his later years, he became involved in politics as a supporter of President Rhee Syngman, but he retired following Rhee’s overthrow in 1961.
            

            
         

         
         	KO UN (1933–)

         
         	
            Ko Un (full name, Ko Un-tae) is a prominent political activist and poet who has gained
               widespread international attention. He was born to a peasant family from North Cholla
               Province and began writing poetry while still very young. He was much affected by
               the Korean War, during which he worked as a gravedigger. What he saw and heard led him to attempt
               suicide and then to become a Buddhist monk. While still a monk, he published his first volumes of poetry. He gave up being
               a monk in 1962. There followed a period in which he ran a school on Cheju Island for a short time, drank heavily, and eventually drifted to Seoul in 1966. He also made another suicide attempt. In the 1970s, Ko Un became a highly
               active member of the opposition to President Park Chung-hee’s Yushin Constitution. In 1974, he set up the Association of Writers for Political Freedom.
               He also joined the National Association for Recovering Democracy. In 1978, he became
               vice chair of the Korean Association for Human Rights and the following year, vice
               chair of the Association of National Unity. For these activities, he was repeatedly
               jailed and tortured, further damaging his hearing. In 1980, he was accused of treason
               and sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment for opposition to President Chun Doo-hwan. However, he was released under a general amnesty in 1982. He married Lee Sang-wha
               and settled in Ansong, a town 80 km (50 miles) from Seoul, later moving to Suwon.
            

            
            He now began to enjoy both domestic and international recognition for his poetry.
               His passport was restored in 1990, which allowed him to travel again. He has been
               invited as a visiting scholar at Seoul National University. He won a number of national
               and international awards and has been three times nominated for the Nobel Prize in
               Literature. In recognition of his long political struggle, he was among the group
               that accompanied then president Kim Dae-jung to the June 2000 Inter-Korean Summit in Pyongyang. He has published more than 130 volumes of poetry, fiction, autobiography, translations,
               and essays. His most famous work is the multivolume epic Maninbo, which deals with the turbulent history of Korea in the 20th century. The first 10
               volumes of this work have been translated into English. In August 2014, he received
               the Golden Wreath award, established in Struga (now in the Republic of Macedonia)
               in 1988, previously awarded to many other internationally famous poets. His links
               with North Korea developed after 2000, and he made a number of visits. He was also the chair of a committee
               that planned to produce a joint North–South Korean-language dictionary, a project
               that failed to get very far because of deteriorating relations after 2008. In 2014,
               he was appointed a goodwill ambassador for the Korean National Commission for UNESCO.
            

            
            In February 2018, however, a poem, “Monster,” by the female poet Choi Young-mi, engulfed
               Ko in scandal. Choi, a feminist activist, did not name Ko, but the poem described
               sexual harassment by a famous poet identified as “En.” It also linked the alleged harassment to the
               worldwide “#MeToo” movement. At first it made little impact, but gradually “En” was
               identified as Ko. An anonymous apology by “En” that appeared in the press did not
               end the furor. Ko denied that he had ever engaged in “habitual misconduct” and expressed
               regret for “any unintended pain that [his] behavior might have caused.” He took matters
               further in July 2018, filing a lawsuit against Choi for one billion won ($821,460)
               in damages. In February 2019, the Seoul Central District Court dismissed the case,
               stating that there was no reason to doubt Choi’s claims. Following the court’s decision,
               the Seoul Municipal Library dismantled an exhibition about Ko and his work, returning
               various items that he had donated for it. The city of Suwon stopped work on a planned
               Ko Un literary house, and all over the country, his poems were removed from middle
               and high school textbooks.
            

            
            See also ANTHONY OF TAIZÉ, BROTHER (1942–).
            

            
         

         
         	KOCHANG INCIDENT

         
         	
            See HAMPYONG-KOCHANG INCIDENTS.
            

            
         

         
         	KOJE ISLAND

         
         	
            Koje Island, off the south coast of South Korea, is the peninsula’s second-largest
               island, after Cheju Island. Its total area is 383 sq km (148 square miles). Part of the island is in the Halleyo
               Maritime National Park. Once only accessible by sea, it now has a number of bridges to the nearest points
               on the mainland. It also has a direct bridge and tunnel connection to Pusan, which opened in December 2010. It is a major shipbuilding center, with Daewoo Shipbuilding
               and Marine Engineering established at Okpo town and Samsung Heavy Industries at Koje town. It is also a tourist center, and the new connection to Pusan is expected to lead to an increase in tourist
               traffic.
            

            
            During the Korean War, Koje and Cheju were home to large prisoner-of-war camps. After the Inchon landings and the breakout from the Pusan perimeter in September 1950, the United Nations Command (UNC) took large numbers of North Korean and, later, Chinese prisoners. To remove them as far away as possible from the front lines, and also from
               Pusan, the Koje and Cheju camps were set up late in 1950. The Koje camps were soon
               effectively controlled by the prisoners themselves, who often included North Korean
               agents. It was claimed that they had deliberately allowed themselves to be captured
               in order to establish control over the camps. UNC guards, largely drawn from U.S. units, were non-Korean speaking and relatively few in number. While negotiations for
               what would eventually become the Korean Armistice Agreement took place, the issue of repatriation of prisoners became one of increasing importance.
               To avoid the return of those who had been forcibly recruited into the North Korean
               and Chinese forces, screening was attempted in the camps. This was resisted, and some
               prisoners were killed following “kangaroo courts” in the camps or by guards trying
               to prevent disturbances. As a consequence, prisoners staged a trap, and in May 1952,
               the camp commandant, U.S. Brigadier General Frances T. Dodd, was seized while inspecting
               the camps. Dodd was eventually released unharmed after concessions were made to the
               POWs. Thereafter, the camps were broken up and steps were taken to make sure that
               the prisoners would never again run the successor establishments.
            

            
            At the end of the war, the Koje camps were destroyed. In 2002, however, the site was
               reopened as a historic theme park relating to the Korean War, including an exhibition
               on POW camp life.
            

            
            See also ECONOMY.
            

            
         

         
         	KONGJU

         
         	
            A small city of 72,000 habitants (2019 est.) in South Chungchong Province, Kongju
               was the capital of the Paekche kingdom until absorbed into Unified Silla in 660. It
               is an important archaeological and historical site. With many temples nearby and a
               branch of the National Museum, it is an important center for tourism. In 2004, President Roh Moo-hyun announced that the capital would move from Seoul to the Kongju-Yongi area. This proposal, which was backed by the National Assembly, was not popular. Eventually the Supreme Court ruled that to change the capital was
               such a momentous event that it required either endorsement in a national referendum
               or else an amendment to the Constitution. Although President Roh argued that the National Assembly agreement was sufficient,
               the move did not go ahead despite local disappointment in Kongju. A modified scheme,
               centered on the new Sejong Special Administrative City, replaced the original proposal.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA ADVANCED INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (KAIST)

         
         	
            A research body, the Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST), was established in 1966 for the promotion of science and technology through
               the conduct and encouragement of scientific research and development. In 1971, the
               South Korean government, feeling the acute need for a pool of experts in the field
               of science and technology, established the Korea Advanced Institute of Science (KAIS).
               KAIS, while expanding its research programs, established a graduate school exclusively
               for physical science and engineering, training a large number of high-level scientists
               and engineers. This was partly funded by the United States and had close links with Stanford University.
            

            
            In 1981, these two bodies merged to form the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and
               Technology (KAIST), which came under the control of the ministry of science and technology.
               It was not a wholly successful merger, with the two institutions pulling in different
               directions. In June 1989, therefore, the former KIST separated to become an independent
               research center once again. At the same time KAIST, which was solely devoted to postgraduate
               and advanced research, merged with the Korea Institute of Technology, founded in 1984,
               where the main remit was to teach science and technology to undergraduates.
            

            
            KAIST was relocated to the Taedok Science Town near Taejon in 1989. It now has two campuses there. There is another in Seoul. In 2019, it had 10,633 full-time students, the majority studying for master’s or
               doctor’s degrees, and about 1,140 faculty and research staff. Since 2009, it has offered
               dual degrees with a number of foreign universities, and it consistently ranks highly
               in international league tables. The full name of the institution is no longer in regular
               use; it is now just KAIST.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; UNIVERSITIES.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA AEROSPACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE

         
         	
            Established in 1989 as part of the Korea Institute of Machinery and Machines, the
               Korea Aerospace Research Institute (KARI) became an independent organization in 1996.
               It is based in the Taedok Science Town near the city of Taejon. Its role is to develop South Korea’s space program. To do this, it has reached agreements with various countries, including the United States, Great Britain, France, China, Israel, Poland, and Russia. Since the early 2000s, the most important cooperation has been with Russia. It financed
               the training of two Korean astronauts in Russia, one of whom, Yi So-yun, went on a Russian spaceflight on a payment basis in 2008. After earlier failures,
               in January 2013 it succeeded in launching its first satellite. Before then, South
               Korea had relied on other countries to launch its satellites.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA BRANCH, ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY (KBRAS)

         
         	
            Founded by Western residents in Korea in June 1900, the Korea Branch of the Royal
               Asiatic Society (usually known among foreigners in South Korea as the RAS) is loosely
               associated with the London-based Royal Asiatic Society in Great Britain. It is the oldest association in Korea and has always had both foreign and Korean
               members. Under the Park Chung-hee administration from 1961 to 1979, it was viewed with some suspicion by the authorities
               as a possible center of subversion. Checks were regularly carried out on its membership
               and lectures. Its Transactions have appeared regularly since 1900, with the exception of the Pacific and Korean War years. It is the oldest academic journal on Korea in the world. The German geographer
               Hermann Lautensach described the Transactions as the “only European scientific journal in Korea” in his 1945 study of the geography
               of the peninsula. The Transactions provide a unique collection of scholarly articles on all aspects of Korean history,
               art, and culture. The text of the Transactions and that of other books in English on Korea has been digitalized by the society and
               is available online at http://raskb.inje.ac.kr/help/info_desk03.php?mod=1.
            

            
            The society has also published a number of monographs over the years. Most of the
               Transactions papers were originally lectures given before the society, but in recent years, occasional
               contributed papers have been included. In addition to lectures, the society runs outings
               that range from half a day to weekends and even longer. Since the 1990s, it has also
               run overseas tours. Destinations have included China, Vietnam, and Mongolia.
            

            
            See also ANTHONY OF TAIZÉ, BROTHER (1942–).
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA/COREA CONTROVERSY

         
         	
            After the establishment of the Yi dynasty in 1392, the name “Chosun” was used by Koreans
               to refer to their country until the Yi kingdom became the “Taehan”—Great Korean—empire
               in 1897. Under the Japanese Government-General of Korea from 1910, the Japanese used “Chosen,” the Japanese reading of the Chinese characters for the word, while Koreans continued to use “Chosun.” In the early colonial
               years, however, the Japanese often used “Korea.” After the division of the peninsula
               in 1945, North Korea continued to use Chosun, while South Korea eventually revived “Han,” in the form of
               “Hanguk.” So, in North Korean usage, South Korea is “Nam (South) Chosun,” and in South
               Korea, North Korea is “Buk (North) Hanguk.”
            

            
            The Western name for the Korean Peninsula derives from the Koryo dynasty (918–1392),
               either through Chinese Gaoli or Japanese Korai. The first known Western reference to “Caule” is in the Franciscan friar William
               of Rubruck’s account of his visit to Mongolia in 1253. Both “Corea” and “Korea” appear
               in Portuguese missionary letters dating from the 1590s. “Corea,” or slight variations,
               appears to have become the norm and was used by most mapmakers and authors until the
               end of the 18th century. During the 19th century, both were common, but in the 20th
               century, “Korea” became the more usual form in English, though “Corea” was not uncommon
               until about 1940. Latin languages continue to use variations of “Corea.”
            

            
            In the late 1990s, a number of South Koreans began to claim that the Japanese had
               deliberately fostered the use of “Korea” rather than “Corea” so that Japan would be listed before Korea in country lists. This claim received a boost during
               the World Cup 2002. There is no evidence that Japan actually did this, and since Korea was not an independent
               country from 1910 to 1945, it rarely appeared in country lists. However, the claim
               gained some support, and in 2003 the issue was also taken up in North Korea. This
               was largely in the context of opposition to Japanese colonialism, and there were no
               signs that North Korea intended to change its usage. In August 2003, 22 South Korean
               National Assembly members introduced a bill to make the use of “Corea” compulsory, since this was the
               “historically correct” way to refer to the peninsula until the name had been changed
               by the Japanese. Some of those involved attended a conference in Pyongyang in September 2003 to discuss the proposed use of “Corea.” In the end, nothing came
               of the proposal, which seems to have quietly died. Some organizations still use “Corea,”
               but “Korea” seems again to be the more frequent usage.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (KDI)

         
         	
            A private think tank, funded by the government but with considerable independence
               in operation, was established in 1971 under a charter to conduct research and analysis
               on a systematic basis on matters relating both to the national economy as a whole and to specific problems of particular sectors. While conducting studies
               on past performance of the economy, the institute provided professional advice to
               the government’s Economic Planning Board and economic forecasts. It had a large number
               of foreign-trained economic specialists on its staff and published various reports
               on the economic performance of the nation.
            

            
            With the move away from direct government involvement with the economy in recent years,
               KDI’s emphasis has also shifted. It now provides expert analysis and advice on all
               aspects of long- and short-term policies in a wide range of areas, from domestic economic
               policy to international investment. In addition, it has played an increasing role in international economic cooperation.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA FOUNDATION

         
         	
            Established in 1991, the Korea Foundation (Hanguk kukje koryu chedan in Korean) resembles similar organizations designed to promote culture and education in countries such as Japan (Japan Foundation) and Great Britain (British Council). It encourages scholarship on Korea by funding Korean studies overseas,
               in universities, museums, and art galleries; inviting scholars of things Korean and influential international
               figures to South Korea; publishing under its own imprint; and assisting the publication
               of books and journals. Although separate from the ministry of foreign affairs and
               essentially apolitical, the foundation works closely with the ministry, and the senior leadership is drawn
               from former diplomats.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; NATION BRANDING.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL UNIFICATION (KINU)

         
         	
            This institution, usually known by its initials, KINU, is a think tank based in Seoul, established under the ministry of unification in 1990 to study developments in North Korea, especially in the field of human rights. As well as holding regular conferences
               both at home and abroad, including an annual one in Europe, it publishes a variety
               of publications, including the International Journal of Korean Unification Studies and Annual Report on North Korean Human Rights, in English and Korean.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (KIST)

         
         	
            Under an agreement signed in 1965 between the U.S. and South Korean governments, a nonprofit research organization named the Korea Institute
               of Science and Technology was established in 1966 for the promotion of science and
               technology through the conduct and encouragement of scientific research and development.
               A major portion of the KIST funds was provided by the U.S. government, and with a
               large number of well-trained scientists and technicians, most of whom were educated
               abroad, KIST contributed much toward South Korea’s industrial development through its research and technology transfer in cooperation with the United States.
            

            
            In 1981, this institution and the Korea Advanced Institute of Science merged to form
               the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST). In practice, KIST maintained its separate structure and purpose, and in 1989
               the merger was undone, with the KIST title being revived. KIST is a research institute,
               working in the field of developing all areas of technology for domestic use. It works
               closely with similar bodies in other countries.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; UNIVERSITIES.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA NATIONAL DIPLOMATIC ACADEMY

         
         	
            A training institution under the ministry of foreign affairs (MFA) that was established
               in its present form in 2013. The Diplomatic Academy has its origins in an earlier
               institute, the Education Institute for Foreign Service Officers, established in September
               1963. This provided language and other training for both newly recruited and established
               diplomats. In 1975, it became the Institute for Foreign Affairs and National Security
               (IFANS). It remained part of the MFA although it had separate buildings some way away
               from the main ministry.
            

            
            IFANS continued to be a training institute, but it also had another function, as the
               ministry’s think tank. Under a director who was always a senior diplomat of vice ministerial
               rank, it recruited academic staff, often with overseas PhDs in foreign affairs and
               diplomacy, to work on international relations issues and on relations with North Korea. As a result, IFANS was one of the few institutions in South Korea in the 1970s and
               1980s at which it was possible to study materials from North Korea, although even
               at IFANS, such material was only available on a strictly “need to know” basis. In
               addition to the academic staff, senior diplomats, often at the ambassadorial level,
               would be seconded to the institute to carry out research projects while between posts.
               Thus, in one part of the building young recruits were learning how to order a cup
               of coffee in English, while in another, staff would be trying to work out a policy
               toward the Middle East.
            

            
            From 2013, while the think tank element continued, a new system was planned to replace
               the former foreign service training element. Rather than training people who had already
               been recruited through the ministry’s own examinations, the academy would take a number
               of those who had passed the standard civil service examinations and provide them with
               a year’s training in diplomacy. It would then select some to become the new diplomatic
               intake. Thus it was planned that in the first year 45 to 50 people would be trained,
               but only 40 of those would be given appointments in the MFA. At the same time, in-service
               training would be extended to staff in other ministries. How much actually changed
               is hard to tell. The first dean of the new institution, Professor Yun Duk-min, an
               academic specialist on North Korean affairs, had already taught at IFANS from 1991
               to 2013.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; GONG RO-MYUNG (1932–); KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); KOREAN AIR FORCE ACADEMY; KOREAN MILITARY ACADEMY; UNIVERSITIES.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA STOCK EXCHANGE

         
         	
            Established in Seoul on 3 March 1956, with 12 corporations listed, the Korea Stock Exchange initially traded
               mainly in government bonds. Computerization started in 1977, and in July 1979, the
               exchange moved to its present location on Yoido Island. In March 1988, it was privatized.
               Direct foreign investment was allowed for the first time in January 1992, with a 10 percent foreign investment
               ceiling set by the government for any single stock. From 1 September 1998, the trading
               system became fully computerized, and in May 1998, the ceiling on foreign investment
               was lifted.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREA TRADE PROMOTION ASSOCIATION (KOTRA)

         
         	
            A government agency established in 1962 for the purpose of promoting exports. It participates
               in international trade fairs, sends trade missions overseas, provides information to foreign businesspeople
               and firms, and displays Korean products at the World Trade Center in Seoul. It currently (2019) has 127 overseas trade centers. It is well-represented in Europe,
               China, Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and Central and South America, with smaller numbers
               in the Commonwealth of Independent States, Africa, North America, and Japan.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; NATION BRANDING

            
         

         
         	“KOREAGATE”

         
         	
            Name given, in ironic reference to the Watergate scandal, to a major lobbying exercise
               carried out by South Korea in the United States. It followed the decision by President Richard Nixon to reduce the U.S. military
               commitment in Asia. South Korean president Park Chung-hee sanctioned the exercise, which involved the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA;
               now the National Intelligence Service); Moon Sun-myong and the Unification Church; and a businessman, Park Tong-sun. When the introduction of the Yushin Constitution in 1972 led to widespread U.S. criticism, efforts were also made to counteract
               this development.
            

            
            The main target was the U.S. Congress, and it was claimed that a number of congressmen
               took bribes from Koreans. Knowledge of the exercise became public in 1976 and led
               to a series of congressional hearings between 1977 and 1978. Although Park Tong-sun
               testified in exchange for immunity, there were no convictions. Moon left the United
               States when summoned for questioning, and the KCIA was immune from prosecution. But
               the case left a shadow over South Korea’s relations with the United States for many
               years.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN AIR

         
         	
            Originally Korean Air Lines, the company changed its name after the disastrous Korean Air Lines flight KE 007 in 1983. Founded in 1962 as Korean National Airlines, a government-owned company, Korean Airlines was privatized in 1969 and became part
               of the Hanjin Corporation, one of the major conglomerates or chaebol. This move turned the company from a loss-making enterprise, mainly flying domestic
               routes, into a major Asian airline. It remained the sole carrier in South Korea until
               1988, when air transport was deregulated and a second international carrier, Asiana Airlines, was licensed. At the end of 2000, Korean Air owned 112 civil aircraft and flew to
               28 countries. The company also served a variety of domestic routes. By 2019, it had
               175 aircraft, with four on order. It flies to 120 cities in 50 countries and has 12
               domestic routes. Seoul’s international airport at Inchon is the company’s main hub. In 2013, it acquired a 44 percent share in Czech Airlines;
               this was sold back to a Czech company in 2017. It is in code-sharing arrangements
               with a large number of airlines.
            

            
            Between 1970 and 1999, Korean Air acquired a poor reputation for safety standards,
               with a number of fatal crashes. In 1983, flight KE 007 was shot down by Soviet aircraft
               after having apparently deviated from its route from Anchorage in the United States to Seoul, with the loss of all those on board. In 1987, Korean Air flight KA 858 was destroyed over the Andaman Sea by a bomb planted by North Korean terrorists, again with the loss of all those on board. Since 1999, the airline’s safety
               record has improved.
            

            
            See also CHO JOONG-HOON (1920–2002); “NUT RAGE” INCIDENT.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN AIR FLIGHT KA 858

         
         	
            On 29 November 1987, while flying over the Andaman Sea near Myanmar (Burma), Korean
               Air flight KA 858, traveling from the Middle East to Seoul, blew up in midair, killing all 115 passengers and crew. A Korean man and woman who had left the aircraft during a fueling stop in the Gulf came under suspicion.
               The man committed suicide before he was caught, but the woman, later identified as
               Kim Hyon-hui, failed to kill herself. Taken to South Korea, she eventually admitted
               that she was from North Korea and a member of a special task force that had carried out the attack, which was designed
               to dissuade people from attending the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games. Kim was sentenced to death but was subsequently given amnesty. She later gave lectures
               and wrote an account of her role in the attack, got married, and settled in South
               Korea. The incident had no discernible effect on the Seoul Olympics.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN AIR FORCE ACADEMY

         
         	
            The Korean Air Force Academy, like its army and navy counterparts, is designed to
               provide training in civilian and military skills to the officer corps of the national defense forces. It was first established at Kimpo Airport near Seoul in June 1949 as the Aviation Academy, with 97 cadets. With the emergence of a separate
               air force later that year, it adopted its current title. Its formal title is Sungmudae (Military Star Base), which was bestowed by President Park Chung-hee in 1966.
            

            
            With the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, the academy moved first to Cheju Island and then to Chinhae, where the Naval College is situated. The academy returned to Seoul in 1958, and
               it moved to its present campus in Chongju in 1985. It began to issue its own bachelor’s degrees in 1977 and has gradually expanded
               the range of degrees it offers. In 1997, it became the first of the Korean military
               academies to admit female cadets.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; KOREAN MILITARY ACADEMY; UNIVERSITIES.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN AIR LINES FLIGHT KE 007

         
         	
            In the early hours of 1 September 1983, Korean Air Lines flight KE 007 from New York
               to Seoul via Anchorage was shot down in Soviet (now Russian) airspace off the west coast of Sakhalin by Soviet fighter aircraft, with the loss
               of all 269 passengers and crew. The Boeing 747 should have been on a heavily used
               flight path well away from the Soviet Union, but it appears to have been 580 km (360
               miles) off course. According to later Soviet claims, the aircraft displayed no navigation
               lights and failed to respond to warning shots. There was widespread international
               condemnation of the Soviet action, and the incident immediately became part of the
               ongoing dispute between the Soviet Union and the United States. Despite many claims and counterclaims about what really happened, there has never
               been a satisfactory explanation of why the aircraft was so far off course.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN ARMISTICE AGREEMENT

         
         	
            An agreement signed at Panmunjom on 27 July 1953 after two years of negotiations between the United Nations Command and representatives from North Korea and China, which ended the fighting in the Korean War. It established the existing line of control as a cease-fire (military demarcation) line and designated a 2.4 km (1.5 mile) area on each side of the line as the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission was established to investigate violations of the cease-fire. The cease-fire line is
               240 km (150 miles) long, zigzagging from sea to sea. Although South Korea refused
               to sign the agreement on the grounds that it perpetuated the division of the peninsula,
               President Rhee Syngman agreed not to oppose it.
            

            
            Although there were breaches of the agreement almost from the day it was signed, it
               remains the only agreement governing the cessation of hostilities on the peninsula.
               As tensions have arisen over the North Korean nuclear program and other matters, North Korea has regularly threatened to denounce the agreement
               or has declared that it is no longer operational, demanding that it be replaced by
               a peace treaty or an “end of war” declaration. Despite the bluster, the North Korean
               side generally follows the terms of the agreement.
            

            
            See also KAESONG.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN’S STUDIES

         
         	
            An umbrella organization for women’s organizations, established in October 1984. It
               stages interdisciplinary meetings.
            

            
            See also WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN AUGMENTATION TO THE UNITED STATES ARMY (KATUSA)

         
         	
            Name given to South Korean military forces recruited to augment U.S. army units during the 1950–1953 Korean War. KATUSAs, as they are known, remained subject to South Korean discipline and received
               South Korean rates of pay, but received U.S. rations, weapons, and training. They
               acted in many capacities but were especially important as interpreters and in liaison
               roles. So useful did both parties find the system that it continues to survive. During
               the war, there were similar arrangements with some of the other United Nations forces in Korea.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (KCIA)

         
         	
            See NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon).
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN COALITION FOR THE FUTURE (KCTF)

         
         	
            A short-lived political party established in 2002 by Park Geun-hye, the daughter of former president Park Chung-hee, following her falling-out with the Grand National Party (GNP) and its leader, Lee Hoi-chang. Park was nominated as the party’s presidential candidate in the 2002 presidential
               elections but withdrew. She then rejoined the GNP and acted as a campaign manager
               for Lee Hoi-chang. In 2012, she won the presidential election as the candidate of
               the Saenuri Party, successor to the GNP.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN COMMUNIST PARTY (Chosun kongsandang)
         

         
         	
            In September 1945, Pak Hon-yong and others reconstituted the Communist Party, which had been broken up by the Japanese soon after it was founded in 1925. After its revival, it formed many subordinate labor
               and social organizations to promote communist ideas.
            

            
            In November 1946, the Korean Communist Party was reorganized into the South Korean
               Workers’ Party (Namchosun nodongdang), uniting two other leftist parties under the leadership of Ho Hon and Pak Hon-yong.
               This occurred after the North Korean Bureau of the Korean Communist Party and the New People’s Party in North Korea merged
               to form the North Korean Workers’ Party in July. In 1947, the United States Army Military Government in Korea organized a crackdown against the South Korean Workers’ Party (SKWP) and its affiliated
               organizations. This was partly because of their illegal activities, including the
               printing of counterfeit currency. The leadership group of the party fled to North Korea.
            

            
            In the South, many members went underground in order to continue their activity. Their
               subversive actions led to the rebellion on Cheju Island and the Yosu-Sunchon rebellion. Under the control of the Korean Communist Party (later SKWP) were the National Council of Labor Unions (1), the General League of Korean Women, the National Federation of Farmers’ Unions,
               and the General Federation of Democratic Korean Youth.
            

            
            In October 1949, the South Korean government outlawed the SKWP and its subordinate
               organs. However, many communists, who went underground, continued subversive activities.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPY RING CASE.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN CONFEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS (Minjunochang)
         

         
         	
            This is the successor body to the National Council of Labor Unions (3) (Chonguk nodong chohap hyopuihoe, Chonnohyop), an organization of radical labor unions formed in late January 1990, although it
               traced its origins back to labor struggles against President Park Chung-hee in the 1970s. Some 190,000 members belonging to 600 local chapters of various unions
               joined the new group. The organizers charged that the existing General Federation of Korean Labor Unions was “progovernment” and “promanagement” rather than working for the rights of the
               workers. The government immediately declared that the council was an illegal body,
               but it survived and eventually became legal. It steadily increased in numbers and
               influence, so that by 2007 it had nearly 700,000 members, or more than 40 percent
               of all union members. It currently (2019) has about 786,000 members. It remains smaller
               than the General Federation, however, which has over 900,000 members. Although primarily
               concerned with workers’ issues, it also took up more political causes. It played a
               prominent role in the 2008 protests against beef imports from the United States but was also a strong supporter of the rail unions’ campaign against privatization,
               which led to a police raid on its headquarters in December 2013. This more militant
               attitude was partly a response to the return of a conservative government to power
               with the election of Lee Myung-bak in 2007 and apparently cost it some members. Its militancy has continued, with regular
               strikes and demonstrations. It claimed that 160,000 workers came out on a half-day
               general strike in November 2018, protesting proposals from the Moon Jae-in administration to allow companies to impose longer hours on workers and at the failure
               of the government to increase the minimum wage. In March–April 2019, it held a series
               of rallies outside the National Assembly on these and other issues, which led to the arrest of some of the leaders for obstructing
               the police and damaging barricades.
            

            
            See also LABOR MOVEMENT; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY (1) (Chosun minjudang)
         

         
         	
            Right-wing nationalists in North Korea formed this political party in September 1945. Under the leadership of the Christian Cho Man-shik, an elder in the Presbyterian Church in Pyongyang, they struggled against the communists and opposed the trusteeship proposal in the
               Moscow Agreement. When the Soviet military forces put Cho under house arrest and cracked down on rightist
               organizations because of their opposition trusteeship, its leaders brought the party
               to South Korea. Eventually it broke up when its members joined other opposition parties
               in South Korea.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY (2) (Hanguk minjudang)
         

         
         	
            In September 1945, conservative right-wing leaders in South Korea formed a political party under the leadership of Song Chin-u, Chang Tok-su, and Kim Songsu. The list of its leadership included nearly all prominent right-wing leaders in the
               South. After the assassination of Song in 1945 and Chang in 1947, Kim led the party
               as the major opposition party in 1948. In February 1949, it merged with another party,
               forming the Democratic Nationalist Party.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (KEDI; Hanguk kyoyuk kaebalwon)
         

         
         	
            An autonomous educational research and development organization established in 1972
               with government funding. Its purpose was the development of high-quality education in South Korea by undertaking comprehensive and systematic research and development
               activities on educational goals, content, and methodology and formulating education
               policies and recommending them to the ministry of education. A number of other educational
               research bodies exist, including one for children with special needs, the Institute
               for Special Education (Kuknip toksuyokwon), founded in 1994.
            

            
            See also UNIVERSITIES.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN FEDERATION OF  TEACHERS’ LABOR  UNIONS (KFTLU)

         
         	
            Following the fall of the First Republic, labor unions of all kinds were formed. Workers
               in education were no exception, and in May 1960, 300 primary and secondary school teachers and
               college professors formed this federation. Its aim was to launch a more aggressive
               movement to promote the welfare of teachers and protect their rights. The ministry
               of education immediately outlawed these unions and the federation, but it was not
               until the military revolution of 16 May 1961 that the unions and the federation were dissolved by the military junta.
            

            
            See also FEDERATION OF KOREAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS (Taehan kyoyuk yonmaeng, or Kyoryon); LABOR MOVEMENT; NATIONAL TEACHERS’ UNION.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN FOLK VILLAGE

         
         	
            In the 1960s and 1970s, under President Park Chun-hee, national monuments were either refurbished or constructed to emphasize Korea’s history.
               As part of this process, and to record traditional housing and customs that were disappearing,
               a Korean Folk Village was established at Suwon, 40 km (25 miles) south of Seoul, in 1973. This brought together types of building and crafts from all over the peninsula
               in a re-creation of a Korean community from about 1900. The village has steadily expanded
               since its foundation, becoming a major tourist attraction, immensely popular with both domestic and foreign visitors.
            

            
            The term “folk village” is also sometimes used for Hahoe, on the Naktong River in
               North Kyongsang Province, but that is more of a genuine survival from the past. In
               addition, a number of folk museums have been established in various parts of the country.
               The main one is in Seoul, but there are important museums in Andong and on Cheju Island. The Korean folklorist Zo Zayang tried to counteract what he believed was the ersatz nature of such enterprises with
               a more robust presentation of Korean popular customs.
            

            
            See also NATION BRANDING; NATIONAL TREASURES; WORLD HERITAGE.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (Hanguk yoksa hakhoe)
         

         
         	
            The oldest organization of South Korean historians, founded in 1952 and dominated
               by conservative historians. It has faced challenges at regular intervals in recent
               years from younger historians who desired to throw off the restraints imposed by a
               conservative view of Korean history and to study Korean history based on “scientific
               methodology,” in particular to study the masses (minjung) as the agents of social transformation and progress. These challengers have included
               the Korean History Research Society (Hanguk yoksa yonguhoe), established in 1988, and several others. Most do not survive very long, although
               the Korea History Research Society still functions.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN INDEPENDENCE HALL

         
         	
            The Korean Independence Hall opened on 15 August 1987 in Chonan City, South Chongchung
               Province. It is the largest exhibition facility in the country, covering 23,424 square
               meters (28,014 square yards). It has seven exhibition halls and a number of related
               buildings, spread over several buildings and open spaces. The exhibits cover 5,000
               years of Korean history, but as the facility’s name indicates, most concentrate on
               Japanese involvement in Korea from the late 19th century onward. A major feature of the complex
               is the building that was the seat of the Korean Provisional Government that operated in China during the Japanese colonial period. One hall tells the story of Korea before 1910.
               The story of the struggle for Korean independence, from a South Korean perspective,
               is told in the next five halls, while a seventh hall has state-of-the-art technology
               designed to instill in children a “love of the country.”
            

            
            When the plan for the complex was first put forward early in Chun Doo-hwan’s presidency (1980–1988), there was opposition from both left and right to what was
               seen as a self-glorifying and unnecessary exercise, designed to burnish Chun’s nationalist
               credentials. Strenuous efforts were made to raise funds, mainly from the business
               community. Public criticism of the project was understandably muted, but in private
               there was much adverse comment about the use of money for such a project when there
               were other, more pressing needs. One senior journalist, not normally critical of the
               government, remarked to a group of diplomats that if Chun really wanted to make a
               mark, he could build independence halls all over the country and call them schools.
               The facility was built, however, opening on Korean Independence Day (15 August) in
               1987. From the start, schools were encouraged to arrange visits to it, and it has
               continued to be popular with both domestic and foreign tourists. It has built up a library and an archive collection, which makes it a center of
               research especially on disputes with Japan such as the East Sea/Sea of Japan and Tokto
               issues. There are regular special exhibitions on nationalist themes.
            

            
            See also ILHAE FOUNDATION; PULGUKSA; SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN INDEPENDENCE PARTY (Chosun tongnipdang)
         

         
         	
            This extreme right-wing political party, formed in China by Kim Ku in 1930, advocated violent struggle for Korean independence against the Japanese. It relocated to South Korea when Korea was liberated, but after the assassination of Kim Ku in June 1949, its members abandoned it for other parties. The party name
               was revived in October 1963, without success.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN MILITARY ACADEMY

         
         	
            The Korean Military Academy (KMA), now situated in the northern part of Seoul, has its origins in an interpreters’ school established by the United States Army Military Government in Korea in 1945. When the South Korean national defense forces were established the following year, the interpreters’ school was closed down, and
               its students were incorporated into the South Korean Defense Academy. Former Korean
               officers and noncommissioned officers who had served with the Japanese Imperial Army and the Manzhouguo Army, as well as from the Korean Liberation Army
               in China, also attended the academy. Among its first students was a future president, Park Chung-hee. Many others prominent in business and politics from 1948 until the late 1980s were also graduates. In Korean, it is also known as
               the Hwarangdae or “Elite Youth University.” Hwarangdae was a dynasty training school for young men, which since 1945 has been regarded as
               having been a military training school. Since the political liberalization of the
               1990s, the academy has opened for tourist visits as well as on ceremonial occasions. The Korean Naval Academy is at Chinhae, and the Korean Air Force Academy is at Chongju.
            

            
            See also KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); PARK SEH-JIK (1933–2008); PARK TAE-JOON (1927–2012); UNIVERSITIES.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN NATIONAL AIRLINES

         
         	
            South Korea’s first airline company, founded in 1962. It was government owned and
               lost money heavily on both its domestic and the few international routes that it flew,
               mainly to Japanese cities. In 1969, the government sold it to the Hanjin Group, which
               renamed it Korean Air Lines. Under this new management, the company became one of Asia’s leading airlines.
            

            
            See also ASIANA AIRLINES; CHAEBOL; ECONOMY; KOREAN AIR.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN (KNCW)

         
         	
            See WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN NATIONAL GUARD SCANDAL

         
         	
            After the Chinese intervention in the Korean War in late fall 1950, South Korean president Rhee Syngman decided to create a National Guard, or reserve force. All males not already in the
               national defense forces or the police were to be enrolled in this body. These included members of various right-wing youth
               groups, including the pro-Rhee Korean National Youth Corps, whose director, General Kim Yun-gun, was made commander of the new force. In January
               1951, when the Chinese forces took the capital, Seoul, for the second time, members of the National Guard were ordered to march south to
               North Kyongsang Province for training. However, the National Guard leadership appears
               to have siphoned off large amounts of funds and also diverted food and medical supplies.
               As a direct consequence of these actions, more than 1,000 National Guard members died,
               and others suffered badly. In April 1951, the issue was raised in the National Assembly. The assembly voted for the disbandment of the National Guard and for action to be
               taken against those involved. This forced the resignation of Shin Sung-mo, the defense minister and father-in-law of Kim Yun-gun. Shin’s successor had Kim
               and others arrested, and they were court-martialed. Five, including Kim, were sentenced
               to death and executed in August 1951. Some believed that those executed were by no
               means the only ones implicated in the scandal and that the diversion of funds and
               supplies was designed to provide funds for Rhee and his political supporters.
            

            
            The Korean National Guard did not completely disappear but metamorphosed into the
               Korean Service Corps, an organization that provided logistical support to the United Nations forces for the rest of the Korean War.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN NATIONAL WRITERS’ UNION

         
         	
            This organization is also known as the Writers’ Association of Korea. It began in
               1974 as the Council of Writers for Freedom and Practice, organized by 500 liberal
               playwrights, novelists, and poets, including Ko Un, initially to support the imprisoned poet Kim Yong-il (Kim Chi-ha). This became the Association of Writers for National Liberation in 1999
               with the aim to promote what it called people’s or masses (minjung) literature to bring about national unification. It adopted its present name in September 1987
               and still functions.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS (Chosun minjok chongayondan, later Taehan minjok chongnyondan)
         

         
         	
            An ultra-rightist youth organization organized in October 1946 by General Yi Pom-suk (1), a military leader who returned from China in 1945. Its original aim was to combat those who supported the Moscow Agreement, which provided for a trusteeship for Korea, but it became an important element in
               South Korean domestic politics. Dr. Rhee Syngman and Kim Ku were its honorary chairmen, and at one point the corps claimed over one million members.
               When the Republic of Korea was inaugurated, it changed its name to Taehan minjok hongnyondan, reflecting the new country’s official name. At the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, Rhee ordered that all right-wing youth groups be consolidated into the Korean
               National Guard. Following the Korean National Guard scandal of early 1951, the Guard was dissolved in May 1951.
            

            
            See also SHIN SUNG-MO (1891–1960).
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN NATIONALIST PARTY (1). (Chosun kungmindang)
         

         
         	
            In September 1945, An Chae-hong and other moderate nationalists brought several small political parties together to form this party. Most of its members had broken away from the
               Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction. However, its members gradually drifted away to join other parties. When An became
               the civil administrator of the South Korean Interim Government in July 1947, the party was virtually dissolved.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN NATIONALIST PARTY (2). (Taehan kungmindang)
         

         
         	
            In November 1949, several small groups of politicians who supported President Rhee Syngman formed a new political party, which they called the Nationalist Party, creating intense rivalry with the
               Democratic Nationalist Party. The party was composed of right-wing politicians led by Yun Chi-yong. It was dissolved
               in March 1952, when the Liberal Party was formally established.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN ORIENTAL MEDICINE

         
         	
            Korean traditional medicine is still practiced in both South and North Korea. It is known as hanbang or “Korean prescription” in the South and as “Koryo medicine” in the North. It is
               closely related to the Chinese and Japanese traditions of medicine, but Koreans argue that it developed differently and that it
               is quite different from other forms of traditional medicine in East Asia. It was largely
               eclipsed by Western medicine during the late Chosun and Japanese colonial periods,
               and discrimination against it continued into the brief period of the United States Army Military Government in Korea between 1945 and 1948. As a result, many practitioners went to North Korea in the
               hope of a better reception. Before that, it had enjoyed 1,500 years of dominance.
               Like other forms of “Oriental medicine,” it was based on the idea of balance within
               the body (yin/yang in Chinese, um/yang in Korean). It aimed to treat the whole person, not just the illness, and it relied
               heavily on herbal remedies, together with techniques such as acupuncture and moxibustion.
               Medicines were regularly exchanged among the three East Asian countries and often
               figured in the various “tribute” missions that took place between the courts. The
               oldest surviving Korean text on medical matters dates from 1236. During the 15th century,
               King Sejong oversaw the compilation of two medical encyclopedias, but the greatest
               work of Korean medicine is deemed to be the Tongui pogam (Mirror of Eastern medicine), a work in 25 volumes compiled by the court physician
               Ho Chun and published ca. 1612. Among its descriptions of medicines and their effects
               was an account of the benefits and dangers of alcohol. In 2009, the Academy of Korean Studies published a version in hangul for the first time.
            

            
            Korean medicine was not entirely driven out by Western medicine after the 1890s. It
               was cheaper and more familiar, and practitioners, such as the father of the North
               Korean leader Kim Il Sung, found customers. But it was not modern and was a slow process compared to the Western
               method. It began to enjoy a revival after the Korean War (1950–1953), when the South Korean government was willing to use anything that would
               compensate for the lack of health facilities, and it has steadily gained adherents ever since. The government later
               encouraged its use as part of the country’s cultural inheritance. A medical school
               for “Tongyang” (Oriental) medicine opened in 1953, and by the late 1950s, 2,539 male
               and 14 female traditional doctors (sometimes called “herb doctors”) were practicing,
               compared to around 7,000 Western doctors. The two traditions have continued to function
               side by side. There were 2,308 clinics offering Oriental medicine in 1978, which grew
               to 11,968 clinics and 800 hospitals by 2010. It has also become one aspect of the
               recent growth of medical tourism; this is a lucrative business, and it has led to some tension between the two traditions.
               The World Health Organization has also expressed some concern about the failure to
               properly record side effects of traditional medicines.
            

            
            Such concerns have not stopped its growth. Not only are people coming to South Korea
               for Korean medicine, but a government publication reported in 2012 that hospitals
               have been established in a number of countries, including Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Russia, Vietnam, and Cambodia, in which Korean traditional methods are used.
            

            
            Some of this interest is attributed to a popular soap opera, Jewel in the Palace, about a female traditional doctor in the Chosun period, which enjoyed much success
               in Asia around 2003 as part of the Korean wave. A further sign of government support was the registering of Tongui pogam in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage “Memory of World Heritage” in 2009. The Korean Medical Association, which represents
               Western-style medical practitioners, criticized this decision on the grounds that
               many of the precepts in Tongui pogam are little more than superstition.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN PATRIOTS’ PARTY (Daehanaekukdang)
         

         
         	
            See OUR REPUBLIC PARTY (Urikonghwadang).
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN PENINSULA ENERGY DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (KEDO)

         
         	
            An organization set up in March 1995 by the governments of South Korea, Japan, and the United States following the 1994 “Agreed Framework” between North Korea and the United States, which froze the North Korean nuclear program. Subsequently, a number of other governments also joined.
            

            
            KEDO’s purpose was to provide for the financing and supply of 1,000-megawatt light
               water reactors (LWRs) to North Korea, to provide interim energy resources to North
               Korea before the LWRs are operational, and to carry out any other measures that would
               help implement the Agreed Framework. The LWRs were to be built at Kumho on North Korea’s
               east coast and were scheduled to be ready by 2003, but it was clear by the end of
               2001 that they would not be, although the first concrete pouring for them took place
               in August 2002. North Korea began to demand additional compensation for lost power.
               However, North Korea’s apparent admission to a visiting U.S. delegation in October
               2002 that it had been trying to develop an enriched uranium program threw the future
               of both the Agreed Framework and KEDO into doubt and revived tension over the North
               Korean nuclear program.
            

            
            See also BOSWORTH, STEPHEN WARREN (1939–2016).
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN PEOPLE’S PARTY (Chosun inmindang)
         

         
         	
            Following the outlawing of the Korean People’s Republic by the United States Army Military Government in Korea in October 1945, in November Yo Un-hyong and other moderate leftists organized the Korean People’s Party by uniting several
               small moderate left-wing political and social groups. The party advocated socialistic economic reform and supported the
               Moscow Agreement. After joining the Coalition Committee for Cooperation between the Rightists and Leftists in May 1946, in October the Korean People’s Party and two other moderate leftist parties
               were united into the Socialist Labor Party (Sahoe nodongdang), pursuing democratic socialism. When the Korean Communist Party was expanded into the South Korean Workers’ Party in November by incorporating two
               other radical leftist parties, many of the members of the Socialist Labor Party deserted,
               joining the radical communist party. Consequently, Yo and other moderate leftists
               reorganized their party into the Working People’s Party (Kullo inmindang) in May 1947, pursuing a middle-of-the-road policy and seeking cooperation with moderate
               rightists. With the death of Yo Un-hyong in July 1947, the party collapsed.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

         
         	
            This organization and its associated “government” were established on 6 September
               1945 by the “National Assembly,” convened under the auspices of the Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction. The “National Assembly” appointed Dr. Rhee Syngman, who was still in the United States, as chairman of the republic, and Yo Un-hyong as vice chairman. It elected Ho Hon, a prominent leftist, as premier, and it named
               cabinet ministers. The key cabinet members were Kim Ku (internal affairs), Kim Kyu-shik (foreign affairs), Cho Man-shik (finance), Kim Song-su (education), Kim Pyong-no (justice), Ha Pil-won (commerce), and Shin Ik-hui (communications).
            

            
            The republic’s main program included the establishment of a politically and economically
               independent nation, the elimination of Japanese collaborators, the realization of a democracy based on fundamental human rights, implementation
               of social and economic reforms, and maintenance of international peace in close cooperation
               with friendly nations. However, the United States Army Military Government in Korea outlawed both the republic and its government.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

         
         	
            Established by Korean exiles in Shanghai, China, in April 1919 following the Samil Undong (March First Movement) uprising against the Japanese in Korea, its Korean name was Taehan minguk imsi chongbu. Later it followed the Chinese Nationalists to Nanjing and then to the wartime capital,
               Chongqing, where it remained until 1945. Dr. Rhee Syngman, then living in the United States, was elected president, and a socialist, Yi Tong-hwi, premier. It also had a newspaper,
               Tongnip Sinmun (Independence news).
            

            
            A split occurred in 1921 when Yi and some others left, and there was a more serious
               division in the late 1930s because of the split between the Chinese Nationalists and
               the Chinese Communists, but the “government” continued to exist. In 1943, it was organized
               with Kim Ku as president and Kim Kyu-shik as his deputy. However, when Japan was defeated in 1945, the Provisional Government failed to make the transition to
               actual rule. The United States Army Military Government in Korea refused to deal with it, and its members were forced to return to Korea as private
               individuals. Today, many in South Korea argue that the Republic of Korea dates not
               from 1948, when it was formally established, but from the establishment of the Korean
               Provisional Government.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; SHIN IK-HUI (1892–1956).
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN RECONCILIATION AND COOPERATION COUNCIL

         
         	
            As part of the effort to improve relations between the two Koreas, President Kim Dae-jung’s administration set up this council in September 1998. It was to be a nongovernmental
               organization, bringing together 200 established groups representing all parts of society.
               Although it was to be independent of the ministry of unification, it received funding
               from that source. It had a high profile under the Kim and Roh Moo-hyun administrations but was less important under Presidents Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye. Under the Moon Jae-in presidency since 2017, it has seen a revival of its importance. Two of Kim Dae-jung’s
               sons have chaired it: Kim Hong-gil from 2004 to 2006 and his half brother, Kim Hong-gul, from 2017 to date. In this capacity, the latter visited North Korea in 2018.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN WAR

         
         	
            The Korean War began on 25 June 1950 when North Korea launched a well-prepared attack against South Korea across the 38th parallel, the division line between the two Koreas established in 1945. Kim Il Sung, North Korea’s leader, thus tried to reunite the peninsula by force, since it had
               become clear that uprisings and subversion would fail to topple the South Korean government.
               This was the culmination of tensions and jockeying for position along the 38th parallel
               ever since the emergence of separate states in 1948, with both sides periodically
               threatening invasion.
            

            
            In early 1949, Kim Il Sung proposed to the Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin, that the
               North should launch a war against South Korea, but he was turned down. Stalin feared
               that such a move would lead to a confrontation with the United States. Kim approached Stalin again in February 1950, seeking support for an attack. The
               international situation had changed by then, following the successful Soviet test
               of an atomic bomb in August 1949 and the establishment of the Communist People’s Republic
               of China in October 1949. Stalin’s agreement, sometime in March or April 1950, was conditional
               on the acquiescence of the Chinese leader, Mao Zedong, to such a move. Despite some
               misgivings, this was forthcoming, and the stage was set. New Soviet military advisers
               and Soviet aid were promised, although Stalin did not want the Soviet Union (now Russia) to be directly involved. Kim began the war with massive Soviet military aid.
            

            
            The North Koreans called the attack the “war to liberate the southern half of the
               Republic from American imperialists and their puppets.” Initially, 80,000 North Korean
               troops, supported by Soviet-built tanks, crossed the 38th parallel. Three days later,
               on 28 June, the North Koreans captured Seoul, the South Korean capital. The South Korean government fled first to Taejon and then to Taegu and finally to Pusan. North Korean troops pushed southward, encountering minor resistance. South Korea,
               which was taken by surprise and had only 67,000 ill-equipped and poorly trained national defense forces, was faced with a threat to its very existence and requested U.S. military assistance.
               In spite of earlier signs that it did not consider Korea a vital interest, the U.S.
               government ordered troops in Japan to go to Korea. The U.S. forces that arrived in July were lightly equipped and ill
               prepared and could not stop the North Korean southward advance. Both South Korean
               and U.S. troops took up defensive positions in the southeastern corner of the peninsula,
               known as the “Pusan perimeter.”
            

            
            South Korea and the United States also brought the matter to the United Nations (UN). The Security Council, in the absence of the Soviet Union, condemned North Korea
               as an aggressor and mounted a collective defensive action in support of South Korea.
               When 16 UN member states, including Great Britain, France, Australia, New Zealand, Greece, and Turkey, in addition to the United States, provided military
               forces, a United Nations Command (UNC) was set up. The United States named the supreme commander of Allied forces in
               Japan, General Douglas MacArthur, supreme commander of the UN forces. The South Korean government put its defensive
               forces under his command as UN troops began arriving in growing numbers. Following
               a seaborne landing by the UN forces at Inchon, the port of Seoul, on 15 September 1950, Seoul was recaptured on 26 September. Although
               the United Nations resolutions on Korea had called for the restoration of the status quo, this was ignored, and in early October,
               UN forces moved across the 38th parallel in pursuit of the fleeing enemy, capturing
               Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, on 20 October. At the same time, UN troops reached the
               Yalu River, the border between Korea and China.
            

            
            At this juncture, troops of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army, described officially
               by the Chinese as “Chinese People’s Volunteers,” which had been preparing to enter
               Korea from Manchuria for some time, joined the North Korean forces in combat. MacArthur, who had played
               down any prospect of Chinese intervention, now said there was “an entirely new war.”
               Initially 250,000 Chinese troops entered North Korea in mid-October, but before long,
               over one million Chinese were engaged in military actions in Korea.
            

            
            Soviet forces also took part in the Korean War, although not as openly as the Chinese.
               After the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Russian government, successor to the
               Soviet Union, made public hitherto classified reports. These confirmed that Soviet
               airmen were involved in the war from November 1950, flying MiG-15s and other Soviet
               aircraft, wearing Chinese uniforms, and with air bases in Manchuria. Soviet military advisers were also present, including specialists such as antiaircraft
               personnel.
            

            
            The massive attack launched by the Chinese forces in late October 1950 against the
               UN forced a withdrawal of the UN forces. As UN troops withdrew southward, the communist
               forces came across the 38th parallel. Seoul fell for the second time on 4 January
               1951 as the UN forces set up their defensive line just south of the city of Wonju,
               160 km (100 miles) south of Seoul. UN counterattacks launched in February pushed the
               enemy northward, and on 15 March 1951, Seoul was recovered.
            

            
            The UN forces crossed the 38th parallel once again in early April. Although there
               was a series of seesaw battles, a stalemate now developed. Lieutenant General Matthew B. Ridgway was appointed supreme commander of the UN forces, replacing MacArthur, who was dismissed
               by President Harry S. Truman.
            

            
            In April 1951, the Chinese launched a ferocious attack to end the war, but it failed
               to achieve its objective. By then, the United States and the other countries involved
               wished to end the fighting quickly, despite Rhee’s wish to destroy North Korea completely
               and unify the peninsula. Thus when Yakov Malik, the Soviet ambassador to the UN, called
               for a cease-fire on 23 June 1951, and the Chinese also voiced their desire for a cease-fire
               two days later, the U.S. government welcomed the opportunity to initiate truce talks,
               instructing Ridgway to arrange meetings with the communists to achieve this.
            

            
            Armistice negotiations began on 10 July 1951 at Kaesong, formerly a South Korean city but captured by the North Koreans in the early stages
               of the war. The talks dragged on until the communists suspended negotiations on 23
               August. Talks resumed at Panmunjom on 25 October 1951, but various issues, especially the question of repatriation of
               prisoners of war and the exact location of a truce line, prevented progress toward
               an armistice. Meanwhile, fighting continued; the North in particular suffered heavy
               damage from bombing. As the United States indicated that it was anxious to end the
               “wrong war in the wrong place at the wrong time,” President Rhee remained vehemently
               opposed to anything short of a complete victory against the communists. This intransigent
               position led the U.S. government to contemplate his removal from the presidency. Plans
               for such a move were drawn up but were not implemented.
            

            
            In January 1953, General Dwight D. Eisenhower became the new U.S. president. He was
               keen to end the fighting but was not in favor of drastic action against Rhee. To reassure
               Rhee of continued U.S. commitment to South Korea, Eisenhower agreed to begin negotiations
               for a United States–South Korea Mutual Defense Treaty, and that the question of Korea’s division should be solved by political means at
               a conference after an armistice. He also indicated that the United States might use
               atomic weapons to end the war. This threat, and the death of Stalin in March 1953,
               led to a renewal of the armistice negotiations. The first positive development came
               in April 1953, in Operation Little Switch, which involved the release of sick and
               wounded prisoners of war and some civilian detainees.
            

            
            Rhee remained opposed to ending the war without total victory, and in the hope of
               preventing an agreement, in June 1953 he ordered South Korean guards at prisoner-of-war
               camps to release North Korean prisoners of war who did not wish to be repatriated.
               Some 25,000 of them were allowed to escape without the knowledge or approval of the
               UN commander. This action caused much anger, and Rhee was warned of the grave consequences
               if anything else like it happened. Although still unwilling to accept the armistice,
               he agreed not to do anything further to undermine the negotiations.
            

            
            On 27 July 1953, General William K. Harrison, representing the UN Command; General
               Nam Il, representing North Korea; and General Peng Dehui, representing the “Chinese
               People’s Volunteers,” signed the Korean Armistice Agreement, and the fighting stopped. Rhee refused to sign, however.
            

            
            With the signing of the truce, a military demarcation line was established across the peninsula, based on the respective lines of actual control
               at the time of the armistice, with the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on either side. At the same time Panmunjom, where the truce was signed, was
               designated as a neutral zone where the Neutral Nations Armistice Supervisory Commission (NNSC) and the Military Armistice Commission (MAC) established their headquarters. The NNSC, drawn from UN member nations that
               had not taken part in the Korean War, was to supervise observance of the terms of
               the armistice, while the MAC, composed of the representatives of North Korea, China,
               and the UN Command, was to deal with any problems rising between the two former belligerents.
            

            
            North Korea lost a sizable amount of mountainous area in the east while gaining a
               small but fertile rice-growing area in the west, including the city of Kaesong. When
               the truce was signed, the 16 UN member states that had fought the war issued a Sixteen Nation Declaration on Korea, which indicated that they would fight again if the communists renewed their aggression.
            

            
            Exchanges of prisoners of war were carried out under the supervision of the UN Neutral
               Nations Repatriation Commission in Operation Big Switch, which began on 5 August 1953.
               It involved the handing over of 75,823 communist prisoners of war (5,640 Chinese)
               who wished to be repatriated. The communist side turned more than 12,773 UN prisoners
               of war (3,597 Americans, 7,862 South Koreans, and 1,112 other UN troops). The remaining
               22,606 prisoners of war were held under the custody of the Neutral Nations Repatriation
               Commission pending their decision on repatriation. Of these, 22,118 communists (mostly
               Chinese) who did not wish to be repatriated elected to settle either in South Korea
               or Taiwan. The “Chinese People’s Volunteers” withdrew from North Korea toward the
               end of 1958, while a sizable number of UN troops (mainly American) remained in South
               Korea.
            

            
            The Korean War caused numerous casualties and heavy property damage on both sides.
               Of 1.3 million U.S. troops who served in the Korean War, 33,625 were killed, 105,785
               were wounded, and several hundred were reported missing. The South Korean army lost
               225,784 men, and 717,170 were wounded. Some 2,186 other UN troops were killed, and
               10,117 were wounded. In South Korea, 373,500 civilians were killed, more than 225,600
               were wounded, and over 387,740 were listed as missing. The war produced one million
               orphans and 600,000 war widows in South Korea alone. During the occupation of Seoul,
               the communists massacred 128,936 civilians, and 84,523 were taken captive to North
               Korea. When the communists retreated from Seoul, a large number of pro–North Korean
               artists and writers defected to the North. The casualties on the part of North Korean
               troops were 294,151 dead, 229,849 wounded, and 91,206 missing. It was estimated that
               900,000 Chinese troops were either killed or wounded. Some 406,000 North Korean civilians
               were reported killed, 1,594,000 were wounded, and 680,000 were missing. More than
               1.5 million North Koreans fled to the South during the war.
            

            
            The Korean War was a national tragedy for the Korean people. It achieved nothing and
               caused massive loss of life, property destruction, and great human suffering. It made
               a peaceful settlement for Korean unification more difficult, as it fostered deep hatred
               between the North and the South.
            

            
            See also ADOPTION; KOJE ISLAND; MUCCIO, JOHN JOSEPH (1900–1989); NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; ONGJIN PENINSULA; REUNITING OF SCATTERED FAMILY MEMBERS; UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR UNIFICATION AND REHABILITATION OF KOREA (UNCURK); WAR MEMORIAL.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN WAVE (HALLYU)
         

         
         	
            The Korean wave is the name given to the enthusiastic reception of South Korean pop
               music—K-pop—and other cultural manifestations such as television dramas and cinema by the rest of the world. It is said that in the late 1990s, a Chinese newspaper coined the term “Korean style,” or hallyu in Chinese, to describe this development, and the term has stuck. K-pop appeals mainly
               to the young, or perhaps the young at heart, although Psy and “Gangnam Style” seemed to take off in 2012 to a much wider circle than most of
               the bands. The appeal of Korean soap operas and historical dramas, usually television
               series available on video and more recently, DVD, is often to an older age group.
               Turning on the television in a hotel room in any part of Asia is likely to plunge
               the viewer into a Chosun dynasty tale of swashbuckling and mayhem or the doings of
               a middle-class family living in a high-rise block in the South Korean capital, Seoul. Two successful series, Autumn in My Heart from 2001 and Winter Sonata from 2003, are credited with giving a powerful boost to the phenomenon. Other popular
               genres are Korean horror films and detective stories. In North Korea, where officially all material from the South is banned, there are reports that Korean
               wave material is widely available and watched clandestinely.
            

            
            Increasingly, the Korean wave has caught on outside Asia, with Korean film festivals
               in many parts of the world and steady sales of DVDs of Korean films and Korean pop
               music reaching a wide audience. A secondary industry has developed around pictures and mementos of the actors in the films and the singers
               and players in the bands. The South Korean government is keen on using the Korean
               wave to make the country better known and has been very encouraging of this development.
            

            
            There are regular predictions that interest in this modern popular culture is on the
               point of peaking, but each time, some new aspect catches the attention and another
               round of dramas or performances finds an audience. Both K-pop and the Korean wave,
               especially Korean films, have become respectable academic studies in and outside Korea.
               An issue of the prestigious Korea Journal, produced by the Korean National Commission for UNESCO (vol. 53, no. 4, Winter 2013),
               was largely devoted to the subject. It regularly features in conferences and seminars
               outside Korea, where there is also a growing academic literature on the subject.
            

            
            See also NATION BRANDING.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (KWDI)

         
         	
            A government body, established in 1983, under a law passed the previous year. It first
               came under the ministry of health, but in 1991, with the appointment of the minister
               of public affairs, the KWDI was transferred to that department. Following further
               government restructuring in 1998, it moved to the Presidential Commission for Women’s
               Affairs, but the following year it was again moved, this time to the Council for Humanities
               and Social Research under the prime minister. It has played an important role in promoting
               gender equality in Korea.
            

            
            See also WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN WOMEN’S NATIONALIST PARTY

         
         	
            See WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN WOMEN’S SOCIETY

         
         	
            See WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	KOREAN YOUTH CORPS

         
         	
            See KOREAN NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS (Chosun minjok chongayondan, later Taehan minjok chongnyondan).
            

            
         

         
         	KU SANG (1919–2004)

         
         	
            A poet, journalist, and essayist, Ku Sang was born in Seoul, but his family moved to Wonsan (now in North Korea) on the east coast. Ku was brought up a Roman Catholic but lost his faith while a
               student in Japan. He returned to it later in life, and it influenced his poetry. He returned to Wonsan
               after 1945, but attempts to publish a collection of his poems were thwarted by the
               communist authorities, and he fled to the South. During the Korean War, he was the deputy director of a writers’ group covering military activities. He
               then became a newspaper writer and editor, as well as teaching poetry at Chungang
               University and publishing poetry. His works have been described as deceptively simple, pared
               down and without symbolism, and have been translated into numerous languages. Themes
               include his experiences in the Korean War and, in his later years, the environment.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; SO CHONG-JU (1915–2000).
            

            
         

         
         	KUNSAN CITY AND KUNSAN AIR BASE

         
         	
            Kunsan City (current Romanization Gunsan), in Cholla-namdo, lies 260 km (160 miles)
               south of the South Korean capital, Seoul, and has a population of around 280,000. It was a small fishing port on the Kum River
               not far from the West Sea (Yellow Sea) when it was opened as an international port
               in 1899. Because of its proximity to the most fertile agricultural area in Korea,
               the Hoam Plain, it rapidly developed a thriving rice trade with Japan. This in turn attracted a large number of Japanese settlers. The Japanese all departed
               in 1945, but the town still has several buildings that date from the colonial period,
               including the only functioning Japanese-style Buddhist temple, which dates from 1913.
               Other buildings from Japanese days include private houses and public buildings. The
               Modern History Museum, opened in 2011, includes a reconstruction of part of the Japanese-era
               town. This colonial inheritance attracts both Korean and foreign tourism. Kunsan National University, developed from a teacher training college established in 1947, dates from 1991.
            

            
             Nearby is Kunsan Air Base, which shares some facilities with the city’s commercial
               airport, established in the 1970s. Originally built by the Japanese in the 1920s on
               reclaimed land, it became a fighter base in 1938 and was briefly used by U.S. forces during the post–Pacific War United States Army Military Government in Korea between 1945 and 1948. Although the air base was captured by North Korean forces in the first phase of the Korean War, the war in general had relatively little effect on Kunsan, which lay well to the
               west of the main army routes. (During the discussions about where to attack North
               Korean forces in September 1950, some favored Kunsan rather than Inchon but were overruled by General MacArthur.) After the North Korean forces were driven back across the 38th parallel in the autumn of 1950, the air base was used by the U.S. Air Force from 1951, which
               built it up to be the second major air base in South Korea after Osan, near Seoul. Today it is home to the Eighth Fighter Wing, part of the Seventh Air
               Force, which has 45 fighters. The base is entirely operational. Staff live in dormitories.
               There is no family accommodation and no family facilities. This has led to a large
               Korean-ran “ville” or camp town developing nearby, providing entertainment facilities
               for U.S. servicemen. As at other bases, the U.S. authorities wage a constant battle
               to restrict these because they are a source of medical problems and friction with
               the local population.
            

            
            See also CAMP BONIFAS; CAMP HUMPHREYS; CAMP WALKER; EDUCATION; YONGSAN MILITARY BASE.
            

            
         

         
         	KWANGJU

         
         	
            Capital of South Cholla Province and a special city with a population (2019) of 2.63
               million, it has been a major market town and transportation center since the early 20th century. Early industry included textile production and breweries, and in the 1960s, it became a center for
               automobile production.
            

            
            Kwangju has a long revolutionary tradition. It was the scene of a serious anti-Japanese outbreak of violence in 1929, which spread nationwide. During the Korean War, it was an important military training center. Kwangju is also closely associated
               with the opposition leader, later president, Kim Dae-jung, and it was his arrest in May 1980 that sparked the Kwangju uprising that same month. A monument to those killed in 1980 was erected in the city during
               Roh Tae-woo’s presidency.
            

            
         

         
         	KWANGJU UPRISING

         
         	
            Following violent student demonstrations in Seoul on 14 May 1980 against the growing power of General Chun Doo-hwan, the government extended martial law to the entire country on 17 May 1980, banned
               all political activities, and arrested many prominent political leaders, including
               Kim Dae-jung. Kim Dae-jung was charged with inciting the students. Angered by the government actions,
               dissident groups in the city of Kwangju in South Cholla Province, Kim’s home province, began violent protests, clashing with
               the police.
            

            
            When the situation in Kwangju got out of control and demonstrations against the government
               spread into other nearby cities and towns, troops were sent in to crush what the government
               regarded as a rebellion. This only further provoked people in Kwangju. A protest movement
               became an open uprising as the demonstrators attacked police stations, other government
               buildings, and small military units, confiscating weapons. A bloody conflict ensued.
            

            
            A special paratrooper unit was sent in to put down the rebellion, causing many deaths.
               Although the official estimate of the number of people killed was around 200, local
               people claimed that more than 2,000 were killed. The uprising ended on 27 May 1980.
               In April 1988, following the fall of the Fifth Republic, the government of the Sixth
               Republic under President Roh Tae-woo designated the 1980 Kwangju uprising “part of the democratization efforts of the students
               and citizens in Kwangju” and apologized for failing to provide a satisfactory solution
               to the uprising. In June 1988, the National Assembly set up the Special Committee for the Investigation of the Kwangju Incident, and eventually
               the government agreed to provide monetary compensation to the families of the victims
               and to erect a proper monument in honor of the dead. However, the issue has not gone
               away, and there are regular calls for further investigations into the role of the
               government forces and allegations that the United States could have stopped the suppression but failed to do so. Former president Chun Doo-hwan
               has rejected all claims that innocent people were killed, claiming that the uprising
               was the work of a large group of North Korean commandos, a claim for which there appears to be no evidence whatsoever. In February
               2018, the government of President Moon Jae-in put forward a law providing for a renewed investigation into the events of 1980.
               It has not so far (2019) been implemented because of the stance of the conservative
               opposition Liberty Korea Party.
            

            
            See also CHEJU REBELLION; TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK); YOSU-SUNCHON REBELLION.
            

            
         

         
         	KYONGBOK PALACE

         
         	
            One of the four major palaces constructed after Seoul became the capital of Korea in 1392. It was destroyed during the Imjin Wars (1592–1597) and rebuilt with much splendor in the 1860s. Following the annexation
               of Korea by Japan in 1910, many of the main buildings were again destroyed. In 1923, the Japanese began
               building the Capitol, the administrative center for the Government-General of Korea, in front of the palace. Although many regarded the Capitol as a fine example of
               neoclassical architecture, to some Koreans these additions to the palace site symbolized Japan’s domination
               of Korea. After 1945, the Capitol was used as offices. The whole area was badly damaged
               in the Korean War. After the war, the Capitol remained a burned-out shell, though some attempt was
               made to rehabilitate the Kyongbok Palace, which was used for government receptions
               and later as the site of various museums. Under President Kim Young-sam, a decision was made to pull down the Capitol and to reconstruct some of the original
               Kyongbok Palace buildings as a demonstration of nationalist sentiment.
            

            
            
               Kyongbok Palace in the snow.

                   Courtesy of Olive Perera

               

            

         

         
         	KYONGJU

         
         	
            An important tourist city in North Kyongsang province, 55 km (34 miles) east of the
               provincial capital, Taegu, and 50 km (31 miles) north of Pusan. Its population at the end of 2012 was approximately 260,000; in 2019, it was estimated
               to be 155,000. Although close to the Pusan perimeter, it escaped damage during the Korean War. It was once the capital of the kingdom and has become one of the most important
               centers of tourism in South Korea, following an imaginative program of reconstruction of some of its
               ancient buildings at the direction of President Park Chung-hee in the 1960s and 1970s. These include Pulguksa temple complex, one of the greatest architectural remains of Buddhism in the peninsula, and the seventh-century observatory, the Chomsongdae. Much of the
               area has been listed as a World Heritage site. There are important royal tombs of the period, some of which have been excavated,
               and a major branch of the National Museum, which can trace its origins back to 1915. In addition to tourism, it is an agricultural and educational center.
            

            
            See also KNEZ, EUGENE IRVING (1916–2010).
            

            
         

         
         	KYUNGHYANG SINMUN

         
         	
            South Korean daily newspaper founded in 1948 by the Roman Catholic Church. Kyunghyang is a Korean translation of the Latin “Urbi et Orbi,” which means “To the City and
               the World,” and which is used by the pope in his Easter blessing. The newspaper was
               a firm opponent of the autocratic rule of President Rhee Syngman from 1948 to 1960, which led to strong government pressure and its eventual closure
               just before the April 1960 student uprising that would lead to Rhee’s overthrow. It then reappeared. With a strong emphasis on
               human rights and personal freedom, it continued to be a thorn in the flesh of the
               military governments that ruled South Korea from 1961 until the late 1980s. At the
               time of the 1997–1998 Asian financial crisis, its links with the Catholic Church ended. Since then, it has been owned by its staff,
               both current and retired. It has continued its campaigning traditions, becoming the
               second strongest opposition newspaper after the Hankyoreh. It currently (2019) has a total of 600 staff, of whom 240 are journalists. The chief
               executive officer and the management are elected by the staff. The daily circulation
               is about 350,000, and there are three overseas bureaus, in the United States, China, and Japan. It includes a number of specialist magazines, covering women’s issues, sports, lifestyle,
               and business.
            

            
            See also CHOSUN ILBO (KOREA DAILY); DONG-A ILBO; JOURNALISM.
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         	LABOR MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

         
         	
            See LABOR MOVEMENT.
            

         

         
         	LABOR MOVEMENT

         
         	
            The first Korean organized labor movement, developed in the mid-1920s by left-wing
               groups, was crushed by the Japanese colonial regime after 1931. When Korea was liberated from Japan, left-wing groups
               quickly took the initiative in developing the labor movement by forming labor unions.
               In November 1945, they established the National Council of Labor Unions (1) (Chonguk nodong chohap pyonguihoe, or Chonpyong). In order to combat the leftist labor movement, right-wing labor unions were organized,
               and in March 1946, the General Alliance of Laborers for Rapid Realization of Korean Independence (Taehan tongnip choksong nodong chongyonmaeng, or Taehan nochong) was formed, with Dr. Rhee Syngman as its president and Kim Ku as its vice president.
            

            
            The Japanese colonial period, the partition of Korea, and the growing antagonism between
               left and right meant that the Korean labor movement was highly politicized. The 1945 Moscow Agreement only added to this, with the rightists opposing it and the leftists supporting it.
               When the leftists brought about a railway workers’ general strike in the fall of 1946,
               bloody clashes took place between the members of the Taehan nochong and the Chonpyong throughout the fall and winter of 1946 and in the spring of 1947. The general strike
               was followed by a nationwide railway, factory, and communication workers’ strike sponsored
               by the communists in March 1947.
            

            
            Following the immigration of the leaders of the South Korean Workers’ Party to North Korea in the fall of 1947 and the implementation of antileftist measures by the new government
               after August 1948, the left-wing labor movement was drastically weakened. The rightist
               labor federation became badly split between those who were allies of the Rhee administration
               and those who advocated a pure labor movement. The conflict between these two groups
               grew more vicious when the head of the Taehan nochong, Chun Chin-han, became minister of social affairs in 1948 and the top leadership
               of the Taehan nochong consisted of pro-Rhee elements. The name of the Taehan nochong changed to the General Federation of Korean Labor Unions (Hanguk nodong chohap chongyonmaeng, or Hanguk noryon), claiming over three million members. But the Taehan nochong had become a tool of the government first, and then of the Liberal Party after 1952, playing more of a political role rather than promoting the welfare of
               the laboring class.
            

            
            Strikes of workers at Chosun Spinning and Weaving Company in Pusan in March 1952, followed by a dockworkers’ strike in Pusan in July, led the National Assembly to enact four labor laws: a labor standards law, a labor dispute mediation law, a
               labor commission law, and a labor union law. But strikes were banned, and labor unions
               could not enter into separate negotiations with the management. Nonetheless, the growing
               labor unrest led to strikes at the Taehan Spinning and Weaving Company in Taegu in May 1955 and February 1956, at the Samchok cement factory in December 1956, at
               the Chosun Spinning and Weaving Company in Pusan in January 1958, and at the Taehan
               Shipbuilding Corporation in November 1958.
            

            
            In October 1959, those who advocated the development of a pure and democratic labor
               movement formed the new National Council of Labor Unions (2) (Chonguk nodong chohap hyopuihoe, or Chonguk nohyop) in Pusan and called a strike at the Chosun Spinning and Weaving Company in Pusan
               in March 1960. There followed the emergence of the Korean Federation of Teachers’ Labor Unions in May 1960 (dissolved in May 1961) and the establishment of the National Labor Union
               of Bank Employees in July. In order to unify and strengthen the labor movement, in
               November 1960 the Taehan nochong and the Chonguk nohyop merged into the General Federation of Korean Labor Unions, which included 1,000 labor
               unions. It was dissolved following the military revolution of 16 May 1961 but was reestablished in August 1961 as a new federation of labor unions, commonly
               known as Hanguk noryon, composed of 1,035 separate trade unions. In August 1961, the government established
               the Association of Agricultural Cooperatives (Nongop hyoptong chohap, or Nonghyop).
            

            
            The Supreme Council for National Reconstruction revised the labor union law in December 1963, making labor unions self-supporting
               and restricting their activity. As before, strikes were banned. South Korean labor
               laws prohibited the development of a true labor movement, and as a result many unions
               ceased to exist, reducing the number to 420 and the membership to 260,000 by 1965.
               The government tightened its control over the labor movement even more after 1965,
               further weakening it following a protest by the Hanguk noryon against the labor law and a wage dispute in the government monopoly industries (ginseng
               and tobacco) in December 1963.
            

            
            The Noryon leaders made various efforts to bring about the revision of the labor law, without
               much success. In November 1970, in a dramatic gesture of protest, Chun Tae-il, a labor
               leader demanding higher wages and improvement of working conditions, set himself alight
               and died. The incident was followed by strikes at the Hyundai shipyard in September 1974, at the Tongil Spinning and Weaving Company in Pusan in
               February–March 1978, and of the women workers of the YH Trading Company in Seoul in August 1979. Then in April 1980, 700 coal mine workers at Sabuk and over 1,000
               workers at Tongguk Steel Works in Pusan carried out violent strikes, demanding higher
               wages. Subsequently, 500 disputes erupted, followed by the declaration of martial
               law on 17 May 1980, when a large number of union leaders were purged.
            

            
            During the Fifth Republic (1981–1988), the government continued suppressive measures
               against the labor movement, but beginning with the strike of the workers at Kuro Industrial
               Estate in 1985, labor unrest again emerged, and there was an increasing number of
               wage disputes. The watershed in the labor movement occurred in July and August 1987,
               immediately following the publication of the June 29th democratization declaration by the presidential candidate Roh Tae-woo. A strike that began at Hyundai Motors at Ulsan on 5 July 1987 was followed by 3,200 strikes during the months of July and August.
               The largest-ever number (3,749) of labor disputes occurred in 1987, the vast majority
               after 29 June. This represented 18 times as many as there had been in the 12 years
               since 1975. After June 1987, the number of unions increased from 2,658 to 4,086 in
               1987, to 6,142 in 1988, and to 7,500 in 1989. The number of union members doubled,
               from 900,000 before 1987 to 1,800,000 in 1989.
            

            
            The major issues in these disputes were wages and working conditions. In order to
               deal with the rapidly growing labor problems, the National Assembly adopted the new
               Labor Standard Law, the Labor Union Law, and other laws concerning labor in October
               1987. These laws allowed the formation of unions and simplified the procedures for
               establishing a union. These developments led to the establishment of a new General
               Federation of Korean Trade Unions (FKTU; Hanguk nodong chohap chongyonmaeng, or Nochong).
            

            
            The government of the Fifth Republic in its twilight encouraged the establishment
               of labor management councils for better relations between the two sides. By the end
               of November 1987, 6,596 such councils were established, reducing the number of labor
               disputes to 1,686 in 1988 and 1,560 in 1989 following the establishment of the Sixth
               Republic in 1988. In order to reduce labor problems, the National Assembly adopted
               the two-tiered Minimum Wage Law in January 1988 and the Equality Law of Male and Female
               Employees, effective 1 April, to ensure equal opportunity and equal treatment for
               female workers. At the same time, labor wages rose by 10.1 percent in 1987, 15.5 percent
               in 1988, and 18.8 percent in 1989.
            

            
            Radical labor leaders, who advocated the development of a genuine union movement,
               regarded the General Federation of Korean Trade Unions as a government-manipulated
               organization. Consequently, they launched a “democratic labor movement.” This led
               to the emergence of the National Headquarters for Labor Law Reform in 1988 and the
               National Council of Regional Trades Unions in 1989. In 1989, the latter organized
               the first workers’ May Day rally since the Japanese period. It also supported the
               establishment of the new National Teachers’ Union in 1989 despite the government ban
               against the organization of such unions. Radical labor leaders formed a new federation,
               tentatively named the National Council of Labor Unions (3) (Chonguk nodong chohap hyopuihoe, or Chonnohyop), in January 1990. This eventually became the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions
               (KCTU; Minju nochang) in 1994. It claimed a membership of 862 enterprise unions and 418,000 members. A
               year after its founding, KCTU organized a general strike in December 1996 to protest
               the railroading through the National Assembly of bills such as the National Security
               Agency Planning Act. It pressed for the legalization of all trade unions, a campaign
               that was eventually successful with the recognition of the teachers’ union (Chungyojo) in 1999, the same year that the KCTU was also officially recognized by the government.
               Both the FKTU and the KCTU are affiliated with the International Labour Organization
               (ILO). The South Korean government became a member of the ILO in 1991.
            

            
            South Korea’s progress toward democracy in the 1990s led to a more sympathetic environment
               for labor activity. However, labor suffered a severe setback as a result of the Asian financial crisis that hit the country in 1997. Unemployment rose dramatically, from 556,000 in 1997
               to 1,436,000 in 1998. New legislation passed early in 1998 allowed massive layoffs
               and in other ways reduced employment security. Both wages and hours worked fell as
               the recession deepened.
            

            
            The picture changed again as Korea came out of recession from late 1998 onward. Unemployment
               fell steadily, so that by mid-2001, the number of unemployed was back at the December
               1997 level, though some structural problems remained. Numbers of unions and members
               grew again; by 2000, there were 5,698 unions, with 1.52 million members, about 12
               percent of the workforce. Strikes were frequent, with the KCTU being generally more
               militant than the FKTU. Many disputes, however, were settled by arbitration. The government
               took active measures on a number of labor issues, including the formal introduction
               of a five-day week and protection for casual and part-time workers. Such moves were
               severely criticized by employers and by the opposition for giving too much power to
               the labor movement.
            

            
            The post-crisis union revival noted above did not last. Membership fell to 10 percent
               of the workforce in 2004. Thereafter, it gradually rose to around 11 percent in 2008,
               but fell back below 10 percent in 2011, among the lowest in OECD countries; this was
               partly because the government refused recognition to some unions on a variety of grounds.
               There were other factors, including the large number of women in nonunionized work.
               The actual number of those in unions seemed to be static at around 1.6 million workers.
               Unions nevertheless were powerful. They were concentrated in heavy industry, especially among metalworkers, and in some areas of transportation. Strikes were often accompanied by street demonstrations, which gave union activities
               a high profile. Railroad workers’ strikes, of which there have been a number since
               2000, including major ones in 2009 and 2013, have had a direct impact on the public.
               Although the current (2019) Moon Jae-in administration is seen as more sympathetic to workers than those of the conservative
               presidents Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye and has taken some action to improve workers’ conditions, such as reducing working
               hours, there is still much labor unrest. The difference in status between permanent
               and casual employees—the latter make up around 30 percent of the workforce, the numbers
               are growing, and salaries are significantly different—has been one cause of industrial
               unrest, with strikes by public sector workers. Youth unemployment remains high, especially
               among the well-qualified, and the proportion of females in the workforce remains low.
            

            
            Under the conservative administrations, government and employers remained hostile
               to trade unions. At the time of the 2013 railroad workers’ strike, Amnesty International
               condemned the South Korean government for brutal tactics by police and for arresting strike leaders. Government attitudes may have changed under President
               Moon, but there has been little change in business circles.
            

         

         
         	LAND

         
         	
            A vast sprawling novel (Toji in Korean) that covers the period from 1897 until 1945. Written by the woman novelist,
               Pak Kyung-ni, it chronicles rural life in Korea from the late Yi dynasty to the turbulent years
               of World War II. Its protagonists, who form a huge cast of several hundred characters,
               grapple with a rapidly changing world and learn to cope with defeat, modernization,
               and Japanese colonialism. The novel, which exists in various versions, some authorized, others
               not, originally appeared in installments between 1969 and 1993 and runs to over 7,000
               pages; in book form it makes up 16 volumes in 5 parts. It has been translated into
               a number of languages. The first section of three large volumes has been translated
               into English by Agnita Tennant and was published in 2011.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

         

         
         	LAND REFORM LAW

         
         	
            Promulgated on 12 June 1949, this law provided for government purchase of all land,
               except 0.2 hectare (half an acre) of agricultural land not cultivated by the owners themselves and all holdings of more than 3 hectares
               (7.5 acres), whether they were cultivated by the owners or not. Certain lands (special
               crop-growing areas such as orchards, sapling gardens, and mulberry trees) were exempt
               from the 7.5-acre limitation, as were lands cultivated by religious and educational institutions. (Those that were owned by such organizations but not worked directly
               by them did not qualify for exemption.) The government paid 150 percent of the current
               market price to the sellers and sold the land to farmers at 125 percent of the current
               land price. Those who could not pay outright for the land could purchase on an installment
               plan, paying in cash or in crops.
            

            
            The Korean War interrupted the program, but it was completed in 1964. Some 10 million hectares (25
               million acres) of farmland were sold to farmers who had little or no land. Whereas
               small farmers who sold land to the government received an additional 30 percent compensation,
               poor farmers who bought the land were given a 30 percent subsidy by the government.
               With the implementation of this law, traditional absentee landlordism was abolished.
               Over time, however, many smaller farmers sold off their plots, and large landholdings
               have reemerged in some areas.
            

         

         
         	LANGUAGE AND WRITING

         
         	
            The Korean language is similar to the Ural-Altaic group of languages, which includes
               Hungarian, Turkish, Mongolian, and Finnish. Scholars are divided about whether it
               should be listed as part of this group or is a separate language group of its own.
               It has also been influenced by Chinese and Japanese, especially in vocabulary. It appears to derive from two ancient languages, Puyo,
               spoken in the north of the peninsula, and Han, spoken in the south; as a unified state
               emerged on the peninsula, the southern language became the more dominant. A number
               of dialects existed in the past, but only that used on Cheju Island was not easily understood. The language has many honorific levels, although not all
               are used as frequently as they used to be. Some 80 million people worldwide speak
               Korean. It is mainly spoken on the Korean Peninsula and in China’s Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region, but also by overseas Koreans in the United States, Europe, and elsewhere. In some parts of the diaspora, such as the area of the former
               Soviet Union, although some traditional practices remain, the Korean language has
               largely died out. On the peninsula, the division since 1945 has had its effects on
               the language. While Koreans from both sides can usually understand each other, there
               are now wide differences in vocabulary.
            

            
            Until the 15th century, literate Koreans wrote in Chinese, as did their counterparts
               elsewhere in East Asia. Since literary Chinese required the memorizing of large numbers
               of individual ideograms, this meant that literacy was confined to a relatively small,
               wealthy, leisured and educated class. Various methods were devised to provide a guide to both Korean pronunciation
               and grammar, which were very different from Chinese. Koreans date their own written
               language from 1446, when King Sejong the Great (r. 1418–1450) created an indigenous
               alphabet for the Korean language. Sejong commissioned members of the academy of scholars,
               called the Hall of Wise Scholars (Chiphyonjon), to create a phonetic system that would be more in keeping with Korean grammar.
               These scholars drew on many sources to create the new script that Sejong adopted.
               In 1446, he proclaimed it as Hunmin chongum, or the “correct sounds to instruct the people.” However, the use of the new script
               came under attack from orthodox Confucian scholars, who dismissed it as onmun (common, or vulgar, letters) and refused to use it. Nevertheless, it survived and
               was widely used by women and writers of popular stories and songs; some scholars wrote
               poetry in it as well. Only at the end of the 19th century did its use begin to spread
               among the educated classes. Western missionaries were keen on it since it was a faster
               means of spreading their message than using Chinese characters. In the Japanese colonial
               period (1910–1945), its use became patriotic, and it was then that the term hangul, originally “Great Script” but also a pun on “Korean letters,” began to be used.
               Hangul is still the term used in South Korea, where until recently it was common to see it
               mixed with Chinese characters, known as hanja. Computerization of printing has seen the disappearance of characters in favor of
               all hangul texts. In North Korea, the alphabet is usually called Chosun muncha (Korean letters) and has entirely replaced Chinese characters. Modern hangul has 10 vowels, 14 consonants, and a number of diphthongs and compound consonants.
            

            
            Until 2009, the use of hangul was largely confined to Koreans. In that year, however, there was much excitement
               in media accounts that the CiaCia, an Indonesian tribe with a rich oral tradition
               but no written language, had decided to adopt the Korean alphabet in order to preserve
               their language. The reality appears to have been somewhat different, but a Korean-language
               program, funded by the South Korean government, was opened at a local university in
               2013. Korean is no longer taught there, but the Korean alphabet was still being used
               for some signs and in some schools in 2017.
            

            
            Transliteration of Korean has been complicated from the first Western encounters.
               Before 1939, there was no generally accepted standardized system of romanization;
               people wrote things as they heard them. The first successful attempt at standard usage
               was the McCune–Reischauer system, devised by two American scholars and published by
               the Korea Branch, Royal Asiatic Society (KBRAS), in 1939. This used a diacritic to show double vowels such as “oe” and “ou,”
               and the apostrophe to show aspiration—so Pyongyang, now the capital city of North Korea, is written “P’yŏngyang.” The M-R system, as it became known, was popular among scholars
               because it introduced a system that provided a guide to the pronunciation of Korean,
               at least for English speakers. It was less helpful for those who spoke other European
               languages and was rejected by some scholars of linguistics in favor of a system devised
               at Yale University.
            

            
            Many South Koreans, especially academics, used the McCune–Reischauer system, but others
               stuck to the old principle of writing what one heard when romanizing the language.
               Some did not like the idea that foreigners had devised a romanization system; others
               just found McCune–Reischauer too complicated. Since the 1960s, a modified version
               of the McCune–Reischauer system has been used in the North, although the term McCune–Reischauer
               is never used. In the South, the Ministry of Education introduced its own modified
               version of McCune–Reischauer in 1984 and encouraged its use on street signs and in
               government documents. Opposition to its origins continued, however, and the South
               Korean government abandoned it in July 2000 (at considerable expense in producing
               new signs, etc.), when the then Ministry of Culture and Tourism introduced a new,
               Korean-devised method of romanization. This attempted to make romanized Korean more
               intelligible to non-Korean speakers by reproducing every letter in each Korean word.
               While the “Revised Romanization,” as it is known, has not found universal favor, the
               South Korean government has pushed hard for it to become the norm, and it is steadily
               overtaking the M-R system even in academic circles. Indeed, the KBRAS Transactions now accepts both and is increasingly using the new system.
            

         

         
         	LAW CONCERNING EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES FOR NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION

         
         	LAW CONCERNING EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES

         
         	
            This law, divided into four chapters and 22 articles followed by a supplementary provision,
               was promulgated on 6 June 1961. Chapter I dealt with the establishment of the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction “for the reconstruction of the Republic of Korea as a genuine, democratic republic,
               in order to safeguard the Republic of Korea against communist aggression, and to overcome
               the national crisis resulting from corruption, injustices, and poverty.” It defined
               the council as having the status of the supreme ruling organ of the republic, pending
               the establishment of a civilian government following the reestablishment of the National Assembly. The basic rights of citizens were allowed only when they did not conflict with the
               fulfillment of the tasks of the revolution.
            

            
            Chapter II dealt with the composition of the Supreme Council; chapter III dealt with
               the authority of the Supreme Council; and chapter IV covered “miscellaneous provisions,”
               including the methods of amendment to this law. The return of a theoretically “civilian
               government” in 1963 saw the formal ending of the law, but its basic principles remained
               in force for the whole period of Park’s government. After his assassination in 1979, his ultimate successor, General Chun Doo-hwan, carried on in the same way.
            

         

         
         	LAW CONCERNING PUNISHMENT OF THOSE WHO COMMITTED CRIMES AGAINST THE PEOPLE

         
         	
            See COLLABORATION.
            

         

         
         	LAW CONCERNING THE RESTRICTION OF THE CIVIL LIBERTIES OF THOSE WHO COMMITTED ANTIDEMOCRATIC
            ACTS
         

         
         	
            This law was adopted by the National Assembly on 31 December 1960 to deprive those who had performed “notably anti-democratic acts”
               prior to 26 April 1960 of their civil rights. Many political leaders (most of whom
               were supporters of disgraced president Rhee Syngman’s Liberal Party), police officers, and high military personnel who were investigated lost their civil rights
               as a result.
            

         

         
         	LEAGUE FOR THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS

         
         	
            See WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

         

         
         	LEE HAI-CHAN (1952–)

         
         	
            Lee Hai-chan, at that time a member of the ruling Uri Party, was appointed prime minister on 29 June 2004. Goh Kun, his predecessor, resigned at the end of May 2004, having run the country during
               the impeachment of President Roh Moo-hyun. At the time of his appointment, Lee was the youngest South Korean prime minister
               since Kim Jong-pil in 1971 and was seen as representative of a new generation in politics who had become political activists in the Park Chung-hee era. Although he enrolled at Seoul National University in 1972, he did not graduate until 1982 because he was engaged in student movement protests, for which he was jailed in 1974 and 1980. He served a total of four years
               in jail. On the second occasion, the prosecution linked him with Kim Dae-jung’s alleged plot against the state. He continued his political activities after graduation,
               working with Kim Dae-jung’s Party for Peace and Democracy and its successors and successfully standing for the National Assembly in 1988. He was vice mayor of Seoul in 1995, and Kim Dae-jung appointed him minister of education in 1998–1999. In this role, he introduced new rules on university admission that
               were said to favor his generation, and he also lowered the retirement age for teachers
               .
            

            
            He was one of the main organizers of Roh Moo-hyun’s successful bid for the presidency
               in 2002. Like most Korean prime ministers, his term was relatively brief. He resigned
               in March 2006 after coming under criticism for playing golf in Pusan while a major railroad and subway strike, which he was supposedly handling, led to
               traffic chaos in Seoul. He made a brief political reappearance in 2012 when he served as the chair of the
               main opposition Democratic United Party, but he had stepped down by the time of the December 2012 presidential election,
               which the party lost to Park Geun-hye. Although Lee was regarded as a reformer, much of his political experience was as
               an organizer rather than a policy maker.
            

         

         
         	LEE HAN-DONG (1934–)

         
         	
            Lee was born in Kyonggi Province and studied law at Seoul National University. He passed the judicial examinations and became a judge. He was later a prosecutor and a lawyer in general
               practice. Following the December 1979 coup that brought General Chun Doo-hwan to power, Lee entered politics, being elected to the National Assembly in 1981 as a member of Chun’s Democratic Justice Party (DJP). He remained with the DJP until 1990, holding a variety of offices, including
               deputy floor leader and later floor leader. He was also briefly minister of home affairs.
               When the DJP joined other parties to form the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) in 1990, Han again held senior positions in the party. He became deputy speaker
               of the National Assembly in 1995. For a time, he joined the New Korea Party (2), serving briefly as its chair, but when this merged to form the Grand National Party (GNP) in 1997, he became a vice president of the new party. However, he later left
               the GNP and joined Kim Jong-pil’s United Liberal Democrats (ULD).
            

            
            Lee then served as prime minister under President Kim Dae-jung from May 2000 to July 2002. He failed to be nominated as the party’s candidate for
               the 2002 presidential election. Losing out to Lee Hoi-chang, he formed his own party, the Hanaro National Union, and stood as its candidate. He came in third, gaining only 0.3 percent of the vote.
               Although he remained in the National Assembly until 2004, his political career was
               effectively over.
            

         

         
         	LEE HEE-HO (1922–2019)

         
         	
            Lee Hee-ho, who died at age 96 in June 2019, is best known as the wife of President
               Kim Dae-jung, but she was much more than that. She was born in Seoul but soon moved to Inchon, where her father was a doctor. The family were Christian. When Lee was seven, the family moved to South Chungchong Province, where her father
               established a private hospital. She started school there, but eventually the family
               returned to Seoul. From 1944, she attended Ewha Girls’ High School, where she enjoyed
               acting, then went to Ewha Women’s University, graduating from the College of Education in 1950. From then onward, Lee became active in the women’s movement. She was director of the foreign relations department of the Korean Young Women’s
               Christian Association (YWCA) and then managing director of the Research Institute
               for Women’s Problems. In 1954, she received a Methodist scholarship that enabled her
               to attend two Methodist foundations in the United States: Lambuth College in Jackson, Tennessee (1954–1956), from which she graduated in sociology,
               and Scarrit College, also in Tennessee, where she took a master’s degree in 1958.
            

            
             After her return to South Korea, she lectured in sociology at Ewha. She also became
               general secretary of the YWCA and president of the Research Institute for Women’s
               Problems. After her marriage in 1972 to Kim Dae-jung, whose first wife had died some
               years earlier, she continued her active involvement in the Korean women’s movement,
               although much of her attention was devoted to supporting Kim during his struggles
               with President Park Chung-hee in the 1970s and then with President Chun Doo-hwan in the 1980s. During Kim’s presidency from 1997 to 2003, she continued to support
               the women’s movement but otherwise kept a relatively low profile. She did, however,
               write a number of books about her relationship with her husband. She continued writing
               after Kim’s death in 2009 and also tried to keep alive his policy of engaging North Korea, partly through her role as chair of the Kim Dae-jung Peace Foundation. Despite the
               more hostile Northern policies of Presidents Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye, Lee made a number of visits to North Korea, including one at the time of Kim Jong
               Il’s death in 2011. She also remained active in support of women activists both in
               South Korea and abroad. The couple had one son. Kim Dae-jung’s eldest son by his first
               marriage, Kim Hong-il, died in April 2019. His stepmother was too ill to be told of his death.
            

            
            See also LEE SOON-JA (1939–); RHEE, FRANCESCA (1900–1992); YUK YOUNG-SU (1925–1974).
            

         

         
         	LEE HEE-TAI (1921–1981)

         
         	
            Lee was born in North Chungchong Province. The family moved to Seoul, where Lee attended a vocational school. It was there that he first learned about
               architecture, but he had no formal training. Despite this, in 1946 he opened an architect’s office
               in Seoul and through the good offices of a professor at Seoul National University, he began to get commissions to design a number of buildings for the Roman Catholic
               Church. These included the Jesuit Hall at Sogang University and the Church of the
               Martyrs on the banks of the Han River. Lee drew on traditional Korean styles, very
               evident in the Church of the Martyrs, which resembles a traditional horsehair hat.
               Well-established and known by the 1960s, Lee began to get commissions for other public
               buildings. These included the National Theater and a number of museum buildings. But
               by the 1970s there was increasing competition, and he found it difficult to get work.
               He died of cancer in 1981.
            

            
            See also KIM CHUNG-UP (1922–1988); KIM JONG-SUNG (1935–); KIM SU-GUN (1931–1986). 
            

         

         
         	LEE HOI-CHANG (1935–)

         
         	
            Former prime minister who failed in several bids for the presidency. Born in South
               Hwanghae Province (now in North Korea) in 1935, Lee grew up in South Korea. He graduated in law from Seoul National University
               in 1957. For many years, he was a judge in Inchon and Seoul (he was one of the appeal judges in the 1961 Minjok Ilbo case), becoming the youngest-ever Supreme Court judge at the age of 46 in 1981. In 1988,
               Lee was appointed head of the Central Election Management Committee. In 1993, he became
               prime minister under President Kim Young-sam. However, he found that the position lacked power, and he resigned in 1994, returning
               to his law practice. In 1996, he entered the National Assembly as a member of the ruling New Korea Party (2) (NKP). The following year, he became the party’s chairman.
            

            
            Following the creation of the Grand National Party (GNP) by the merger of the NKP and the Democratic Party, Lee was the new party’s candidate in the 1997 presidential election. However, he
               failed to beat Kim Dae-jung by a narrow margin. He remained at the head of the GNP, pursuing a conservative agenda
               against the reforming government of Kim Dae-jung. In particular, Lee and his party
               expressed much skepticism about Kim’s policy toward North Korea. Although Kim had
               a personal reputation for being incorruptible, there was scandal surrounding his sons,
               neither of whom had done military service. Lee was again the GNP’s candidate for president
               in 2002 and was widely expected to win, especially given the party’s success in other
               elections.
            

            
            To general surprise, however, Lee again failed, losing to Roh Moo-hyun. Following this defeat, Lee resigned from the GNP (and from politics) in December 2002, and in February 2003 he announced that he would spend a year at
               Stanford University in the United States. As with many other such declarations, Lee’s decision to leave politics did not last
               long. In 2007, he announced that he would stand as a nonparty candidate in that year’s
               presidential election. He came in third, however, with only 15 percent of the vote.
               He then created the Liberty Forward Party as a bastion of conservatism. For the next few years, the new party sometimes cooperated
               with other conservative parties and sometimes appeared under its own name, until it
               lost most of its seats (13 out of 18) in the 2012 parliamentary elections. Lee then
               announced that he was leaving the party, but not politics, and threw his support behind
               Park Geun-hye for the 2012 presidential elections. Given his age, it is unlikely that he will play
               much more of a role in active politics.
            

            
            See also HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); LEE HONG-KOO (1934–); NA KYUNG-WON (1963–).
            

         

         
         	LEE HONG-KOO (1934–)

         
         	
            A former prime minister of South Korea, Lee Hong-koo had a long and distinguished
               career in education, government, and politics. He attended Seoul National University and then went to the United States to study in the mid-1950s. He graduated from Emory University in Georgia and then
               took a PhD at Yale. He then held professorships at Emory and Case Western Reserve
               Universities before returning to Seoul to take up a post at Seoul National University. In 1988, then president Roh Tae-woo appointed him minister of national unification, in which post he elaborated some of
               the policies that later became Kim Dae-jung’s “sunshine policy.” When he left the Unification Ministry, Lee became ambassador to Great Britain from 1991 to 1993.
            

            
            After his return, President Kim Young-sam made him prime minister from 1994 to 1996. Under Kim Young-sam’s successor and great
               rival, Kim Dae-jung, he was posted in 1998 to Washington, D.C., as ambassador at the
               height of the Asian financial crisis. He also served as chair of the bidding team for the World Cup 2002 competition. After leaving the U.S. post, Lee was elected to the Club of Madrid, an association
               of former presidents and prime ministers who work to promote democracy internationally.
               He also headed various political science–related organizations, including the Seoul
               Forum for International Affairs. In 2002, Emory University awarded him its Sheth Distinguished
               International Alumni Award, the first time a South Korean had received the honor.
               Some of his writings have appeared in a five-volume Collected Works.
            

            
            See also HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–); LEE HOI-CHANG (1935–).
            

         

         
         	LEE HU-RAK (1924–2009)

         
         	
            Lee was born in Pusan in 1924 and served as a noncommissioned officer in the Japanese army during the colonial period. After liberation, he attended the Korean Military Academy. From 1963 to 1970, he was private secretary to President Park Chung-hee. Lee was briefly ambassador to Tokyo in 1970, but that same year, he became director-general
               of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service). In this capacity, he visited North Korea twice in 1972, thus beginning Park’s dialogue with the North. According to accounts
               published after his death in October 2009, he carried cyanide in case he was held
               hostage. In 1973, Lee was blamed for the KCIA’s attempt to kidnap the opposition leader,
               Kim Dae-jung, in Japan and resigned as director-general, ostensibly on health grounds.
            

            
            He then disappeared from view, resurfacing in 1978 as an independent member of the
               National Assembly. When General Chun Doo-hwan came to power in 1979, Lee was accused of embezzlement and was purged from politics.
               As the political climate eased after Chun’s departure from office in 1988, Lee occasionally
               appeared in public, offering some insights into his past involvement with North Korea.
               He is buried in the National Cemetery in Taejon.
            

            
            See also JULY 1972 STATEMENT ON KOREAN UNIFICATION; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; NORTH–SOUTH RED CROSS TALKS.
            

         

         
         	LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–)

         
         	
            Lee Jong Chan was born in China, where his family was heavily involved in the struggle for Korean independence. He
               graduated from the Korean Military Academy (KMA) in 1960, with a degree in engineering. He received a master’s degree from Seoul
               National University in public administration. He then joined the national defense forces, but also taught for a year at the KMA. After leaving the army in 1971, he joined
               the then Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service). He served as a counselor in the South Korean embassy in Great Britain in the mid-1970s, returning to Seoul to take up a senior post in the KCIA. Following the December 1979 coup that brought General Chun Doo-hwan to power, Lee was one of those appointed by the new regime as a member of the Legislative Council for National Security. When that dissolved itself in March 1981, Lee was elected to the new National Assembly as the member for one of the most prestigious constituencies in the country, in central
               Seoul.
            

            
            Although he had no experience in politics, Lee was also selected to be the floor leader (chief whip) of the Democratic Justice Party (DJP), newly organized to support Chun. He held this position for several years, until
               he became the first minister for political affairs in 1988. Under Chun’s successor,
               Roh Tae-woo, he was soon back in the National Assembly as secretary-general of the DJP. When
               this became the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) in 1990, Lee became a member of the new party’s central executive committee.
               However, Lee fell out with the DLP when it nominated Kim Young-sam instead of him as its candidate for the 1992 presidential elections. He left the party
               and briefly entered the presidential race, but he dropped out and joined the Unification National Party and then eventually moved to Kim Dae-jung’s National Congress for New Politics (later the Millennium Democratic Party). In both of these organizations, he occupied senior positions.
            

            
            Following Kim Dae-jung’s election as president in 1997, he appointed Lee as director
               of the Agency for National Security Planning, the successor organization to the KCIA.
               According to a book by a former South Korean intelligence officer and the journalist
               Don Kirk, Lee devoted much of his time at the NIS to promoting Kim Dae-jung’s campaign
               for the Nobel Peace Prize, which Kim received in 2000 after the June 2000 North–South Summit. Lee resigned from the ANSP in May 1999.
            

            
            He continued as a member of the National Assembly until 2000. That year, he appeared
               on a list of “black politicians” published by political activists, which called for a boycott of many of those who
               had been prominent political figures in the period 1981–2000. Perhaps as a result
               of this, he lost the seat for central Seoul that he had held since 1980, although
               he continued to act as an adviser to the MDP until 2002. He is still active in a variety
               of local and international organizations but avoids politics. His most recent involvement
               has been as chair of a committee to establish a monument to the Korean Provisional Government.
            

            
            See also LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); LIM DONG-WON (1933–).
            

         

         
         	LEE JONG-WOOK (1945–2006)

         
         	
            In May 2003, Dr. Lee Jong-wook became the first Korean to head an international organization
               when he was elected director-general of the World Health Organization (WHO), part
               of the United Nations. Lee received his doctor of medicine degree from Seoul National University and took a master’s of public health degree in Hawai’i in the United States. He then worked at the LBJ Tropical Medical Center in American Samoa, specializing
               in antituberculosis medicine and vaccine immunization. He joined the WHO as a leprosy
               consultant in the South Pacific in 1983 and over the years worked at all levels in
               technical, managerial, and policy roles in the organization. As director-general,
               he led the WHO response to avian influenza (bird flu), the 2004 Indian earthquake
               and subsequent Asian tsunami, and the 2005 Pakistani earthquake. He died suddenly
               in May 2006 while still in office.
            

            
            See also BAN KI-MOON (1944–).
            

         

         
         	LEE JUNG-HEE (1969–)

         
         	
            Lee graduated in law from Seoul National University, where she was active in the student movement. After graduation, she became a lawyer specializing in human rights cases. In 2007,
               she joined the Democratic Labor Party (DLP) and was elected to the National Assembly in 2008. Following the merger of the DLP and other left-wing parties to form the Unified Progressive Party in 2011, she was selected to be the party’s candidate in the 2012 presidential election.
               During the campaign, she made a particular point of attacking the other female candidate,
               the Saenuri Party’s Park Geun-hye, an approach that seems to have had the opposite effect to that intended since it
               led to a rally of support for Park. Just before the election, which she had no hope
               of winning, Lee withdrew in the hope that this would help the opposition candidate,
               Moon Jae-in, but the tactic failed.
            

            
            Lee continued in politics. In September 2013, she announced that she was going on a hunger strike to protest
               what she described as the persecution of her party colleague, Lee Sok-ki, over alleged pro–North Korean activities. The hunger strike did not last long. In 2014, the party was dissolved
               as a “pro–North Korean” organization, and Lee appears to have ceased political activities.
            

         

         
         	LEE MAN-HEE (1931–1975)

         
         	
            Lee Man-hee is now seen as a major filmmaker, who produced 51 films between 1961 and
               1975, winning six major awards. In 2014, the Korean Film Archive included six of his
               films in its list of the 100 best Korean films made between 1934 and 2012. During
               the Korean War, he worked as a code breaker. After the military revolution of May 1961 that brought General Park Chung-hee to power, Lee at first had no problems with the tighter control over the cinema that was then introduced. His 1963 film, Marines Who Never Returned, which has come to be regarded as the greatest anticommunist film of the 1960s, was
               made with support from the ministry of defense. But Seven Female POWS, which appeared in 1964, ran into trouble. It was passed by the censors, but the
               Seoul prosecutor’s office and the recently established Korean Central Intelligence Agency
               (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) decided that it was pro–North Korean. Lee was arrested for violating the National Security Law and the KCIA confiscated all copies. Although the film was eventually released, with
               a significant cut, no copies have survived. Lee was jailed for 40 days but released
               by the criminal court. However, he was then rearrested. When the case was heard in
               December 1965, he received a suspended sentence. Although he continued working, he
               was badly affected by his treatment and by the increasing pressure on the film industry.
               He died of cirrhosis of the liver just before his last film appeared in 1975. His
               daughter, Lee Hye-young (1971–), has been a dancer, singer, actress, and owner of
               a fashion company.
            

            
            See also KIM SUNG-OK (1941–).
            

         

         
         	LEE MYUNG-BAK (1941–)

         
         	
            Lee Myung-bak was elected president in 2007, taking office early in 2008. He was born
               in Osaka, Japan, where his family had moved during the Japanese colonial period. The family returned
               to Korea at the end of World War II and settled at Pohang. He graduated in business studies from Korea University. While a student, he participated in demonstrations against the 1965 South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty and served a brief prison sentence. Lee joined the Hyundai Construction Company in 1965, rising to chief executive officer (CEO) in 1988, the
               youngest CEO in the country. During these years, he also chaired a number of other
               companies involved in the construction industry and acquired the nickname “Bulldozer.”
            

            
               Then Seoul mayor Lee Myung-bak’s Great Project, 2003–2005: Restored Chonggyechon stream,
                     Seoul.
                  

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            His political career began in 1996, when he was elected to the National Assembly as a member of the ruling Democratic Liberal Party (DLP), winning the Chongno seat in central Seoul that had been held for many years
               by Lee Jong-chan. From the beginning, there were questions about his election expenditures. He resigned
               his seat in 1998 rather than face a legal challenge. He then spent some time as a
               visiting professor at George Washington University in the United States. He also began to take an interest in environmental issues. In 2002, Lee became mayor of Seoul, where he added to his reputation for getting things done. His most notable achievement
               was the re-creation of the ancient Chonggyechon Stream in the center of the city.
               In the 1950s, this had become little more than an open drain with dilapidated buildings
               along its banks. Under President Park Chung-hee, the stream was covered, the buildings removed, and an expressway built along the
               route. What had been a symbol of progress in the 1960s had become an eyesore by the
               1990s, and Lee determined to get rid of it. The project cost US$900 million, which
               led to criticism, but when the restoration was completed in 2005, it was deemed a
               success. The restored stream, hailed as the first step in turning Seoul into an “eco
               city,” has become a tourist spot for residents and visitors. Lee also created a new Seoul Forest Park and the
               Seoul Plaza green space in front of city hall.
            

            
            Lee was a member of the opposition Grand National Party (GNP; successor to the DLP) and, building on his success as mayor, he announced in
               2007 that he would stand as a GNP candidate for the presidential elections. This pitted
               him against Park Geun-hye, Park Chung-hee’s daughter, who had been the favorite up to then. Lee won both the
               nomination and then the presidency in December 2007 when he beat Chung Dong-young of the opposition New United Democratic Party by some five million votes. Relations between Lee and Park would remain frosty throughout
               his presidency.
            

            
            For a time, a pro-Park faction broke away from the GNP, but all eventually returned.
               Allegations of shady business practices, which had arisen during the campaign, faded
               away once Lee was president. They were soon replaced by other charges.
            

            
            At first, Lee seemed to be riding a wave of success. The April 2008 National Assembly
               elections saw the GNP emerge as the main party, and its position was boosted by the
               return of six of Park Geun-hye’s supporters to the party whip. Then 13 independents
               joined. The GNP thus held 172 of the 299 seats. But the selection of Lee’s Blue House secretarial team and his ministerial nominations raised eyebrows as he put forward
               a stream of former business, university, and church friends and colleagues. Allegations of cronyism were accompanied by allegations
               of corruption, with 13 of 15 proposed ministers being accused of real estate speculation,
               7 of tax evasion, and 1 of plagiarism. Three withdrew, but the others went forward.
            

            
            Another crisis then arose. Lee made his first overseas visit to the United States
               in April, determined to improve what he claimed had been the deteriorating state of
               South Korean–U.S. relations under his predecessor. Apparently in order to move forward
               the ratification of the free trade agreement, Lee promised that the importation of U.S. beef, banned since 2003 because of fears
               of “mad cow disease” (bovine encephalitis), would resume. Instead of being a welcome
               sign of better relations with the United States, this decision was widely condemned
               because of continued health concerns. Demonstrations, mainly at first by children
               but later including trade unionists and opposition politicians, began in Seoul in
               May 2008 and continued for two months. Echoing earlier campaigns, many of these were
               held by candlelight and took place on the Seoul Plaza that Lee had created. Clashes
               with the police led to many injuries on both sides. Lee was slow to react but eventually admitted
               that he had been overhasty. Limitations on the age of beef that could be imported
               went some way toward defusing the situation, and the protests eventually came to an
               end in the summer.
            

            
            New ones took their place. Lee made no secret of his Christianity—he was a Presbyterian elder—and had apparently made some disparaging remarks about
               Buddhism during his election campaign. His first cabinet had 13 Christians and 1 Buddhist,
               and in August, Buddhist adherents and monks took to the streets to protest. Apologies
               were made, and the demonstrations ended. But the basic issue remained unresolved.
               Next was a battle over the media. Existing heads of government-owned broadcasting companies were replaced by Lee’s men, and there were determined attempts to control
               the internet.
            

            
            Lee had made much of his intention to get the South Korean economy going again, promising a “747” approach. There would be 7 percent annual economic
               growth, per capita income would reach $40,000, and the country’s economy would become
               the seventh largest in the world. When the 2008 world economic crisis struck, the
               747 plan came to earth rather sharply and then quietly disappeared. Working on the
               basis of the economic reforms introduced under Kim Dae-jung after the 1997 Asian financial crisis, Lee was able to steer the economy through the new crisis with relatively little
               damage, no mean achievement. South Korea was not totally unaffected; there were high
               levels of unemployment, especially among the young, while a rapidly aging population also began to cause concern. In the shorter term, the crisis and domestic opposition
               forced Lee to abandon another grand scheme for a canal that would boost the economy
               by moving freight off the roads. A somewhat lesser project, involving the country’s
               four main rivers, did go ahead, despite opposition.
            

            
            Lee’s popularity rarely moved above 30 percent in the opinion polls until the end
               of his presidency, and criticism of his personnel selections continued right to the
               end. He continued to draw mainly on former acquaintances, who frequently failed at
               the National Assembly approval stage. Like other South Korean presidents, Lee appeared
               to find the operations of democracy a trial. Critics said his approach remained that
               of a CEO rather than an elected leader. Relations with the opposition were poor. Lee’s
               term began with an opposition boycott that lasted several months, and it was three
               years before he met the leader of the main opposition party. They apparently did not
               get on, and confrontation continued.
            

            
            Where he did enjoy success was in international relations. He got on well with U.S.
               president George W. Bush from the beginning, especially as they saw eye to eye over North Korea. Concern that these good relations might not continue under Bush’s successor, Barack Obama, proved unfounded. The two developed a good rapport that helped with the issues of
               North Korea and the FTA. South Korea had developed a long tradition of holding international
               meetings, and Lee encouraged this. In November 2011, he became the first Asian leader
               to cohost the Group of 20 (G20) meeting of advanced economic countries. The following
               year, South Korea was host to the second nuclear summit.
            

            
            Not everything went well. Relations with Japan, which Lee had hoped to improve, deteriorated.
               Although the two countries handled issues such as the 100th anniversary of the colonial
               takeover of Korea quite well, the other regular irritants in the relationship did
               not go away. Textbooks, comfort women, and the territorial dispute over Tokto all continued to sour relations. How far Lee had failed to change relations with Japan
               was made crystal clear when he made the first-ever presidential visit to Tokto, to
               the fury of the Japanese. Relations with China were also somewhat mixed. While China was vitally important for the South Korean economy,
               there were clashes over fishing and history, and there was a growing concern about
               Chinese influence in North Korea.
            

            
            North Korea was a major concern. In his election campaign, Lee had expressed skepticism
               over the policies of his predecessors, Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun, and like many conservatives he was critical of the “sunshine policy.” He made it clear upon taking office that aid would no longer flow north unless there
               was movement on the issue of the North Korean nuclear program. Existing projects would be up for examination, and South Korea would take a more
               active role on the issue of North Korean human rights, hitherto handled in a low-key
               manner. In return, he offered “Vision 3000,” an undertaking to raise the North’s income
               level to $3,000 per capita. North Korea, which had not criticized Lee directly during
               the presidential campaign, now broke its silence on 1 April 2008 with a personal attack
               on him and a rejection of “Vision 3000.” Thereafter, relations between the two Koreas
               steadily deteriorated. Ironically, while Lee was becoming tougher on the DPRK, George
               W. Bush’s second administration was pursuing a more conciliatory policy in the hope
               that this would curtail the nuclear program. Only after the election of Barack Obama
               did policies reconverge.
            

            
            As in other areas, Lee drew back somewhat from his earlier tough stand. On 11 July
               2008, he said that he would follow a policy of “mutual benefit and common prosperity”
               and pledged that agreements reached at the 2000 and 2007 Inter-Korean Summits would
               be honored. Unfortunately this announcement coincided with the killing of a South
               Korean tourist at the Mount Kumgang tourist resort when she allegedly refused to answer a sentry’s challenge. South Korea demanded that
               it should be allowed to investigate the incident. The North expressed regret but refused
               to allow a South Korean investigation. The South suspended the tours, which have not
               resumed. The North eventually took over the Hyundai assets at the site. Tours to Kaesong continued, as did the Kaesong Industrial Zone (KIZ), but at the end of the year, the North suspended these and began to put pressure
               on the KIZ. The South remained firm.
            

            
            The standoff worsened in 2009, with a North Korean missile launch in April and a nuclear
               test in May, which led to United Nations sanctions. The North responded by announcing that all agreements and arrangements
               between the two Koreas were null and void; later, it said that it would no longer
               recognize the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement. Lee did not overreact, and in practice, nothing much happened. By August, there
               were more hopeful signs, especially when Lee met the high-ranking delegation from
               the North that attended former president Kim Dae-jung’s funeral on 22 August. Soon
               afterward, Lee made another offer of a “grand bargain” of aid and security linked
               to denuclearization, similar to his earlier proposal. The North rejected it, but in
               less hostile terms than before. There were even talks about a possible summit. Hopes
               of improved relations continued in early 2010, but the sinking of the South Korean
               corvette, the Chonan, in March and the shelling of the Yonpyong Islands in November left Lee with little choice but to condemn the North and seek further
               sanctions.
            

            
            At the end of a difficult year, Lee began to talk as though reunification of the peninsula
               was not far off and of the need for a “reunification tax.” Despite the outrage over
               the two attacks, neither proposal seemed to strike a note with his fellow citizens.
               As always, what was on the surface was not the whole story. In early 2011, the North
               revealed that the Lee administration had sounded it out on the possibility of a further
               summit, a proposal that had been declined. Relations deteriorated further in the last
               year of the Lee administration. The North professed outrage when Lee refused to send
               condolences on the death of Kim Jong Il in December 2011, just as President Kim Young-sam had refused to do when Kim Il Sung died in 1994. From then until he left office, Lee was the subject of vitriolic attacks
               in the North Korean media. Drawing on themes that had appeared in cartoons in the
               South, such as his apparent resemblance to a rat, Lee was regularly depicted as a
               rat-like figure, being shot, torn to pieces by dogs, or subjected to other indignities.
            

            
            Lee’s last year had a lame duck feel about it. It was also marked by the resurgence
               of Park Geun-hye, who proved adept at organizing election victories and who eventually
               succeeded him in January 2013. After stepping down from the presidency, he generally
               kept a low profile. The publication of a memoir of his time in office in January 2015
               aroused some controversy, as he revealed matters that had been kept out of the public
               gaze, including previously undisclosed contacts with North Korea. The fuss died down.
               Then, in March 2018, Lee was arrested on a series of charges relating to his time
               in office. These included taking bribes, establishing a large political slush fund,
               and tax evasion. He denied any wrongdoing in a handwritten message on Facebook. In
               October 2018, however, he was convicted and sentenced to 15 years in jail, as well
               as a fine of $11.5 million. Lee appealed and was released on bail in March 2019. However,
               when the case came before the appeals’ court, his sentence was increased by two years,
               had to forfeit an additional $4.6 million, and was sent back to jail.
            

            
            See also NATION BRANDING; SEJONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE CITY.
            

         

         
         	LEE NAK-YON (1952–)

         
         	
            Lee Nak-yon was appointed prime minister in May 2017 by the newly elected president
               Moon Jae-in. Lee was born in South Cholla Province. He studied law at Seoul National University, worked for a year in an investment company, then from 1979 was a political journalist on the Dong A-Ilbo. From 1990 to 1994, he was the paper’s correspondent in Japan; it is claimed that he became fluent in Japanese at that time. He returned to Seoul
               as an assistant editor on the political desk, followed by other editorial positions.
               This led to contacts with the veteran opposition leader, Kim Dae-jung, who was eventually elected president in 1997. Kim persuaded Lee to enter politics.
               Lee joined Kim’s Millennium Democratic Party and was elected to the National Assembly in 2000. He served four terms. During the 2002 presidential election, he was the chief
               spokesman for Roh Moo-hyun. After Roh became president in 2003, Lee was floor leader for the party and appears
               to have developed good links with other parties. He was for many years a senior official
               in the Korea–Japan Parliamentarians’ Union.
            

            
             In 2014, he resigned his assembly seat and was elected governor of South Cholla,
               a post he held until he became prime minister. His time as governor was regarded as
               highly successful, with many fresh approaches to the problems of what had often been
               a neglected and discriminated against region. As prime minister, Lee was the first
               person to be appointed to a post after Moon became president. He has worked hard to
               try to improve relations with Japan but has not found it easy because of the historical
               and other issues between the two countries. He has also visited many other countries.
               Although he was widely seen as a person who might successfully tackle South Korea’s
               economic and social problems, he has made little headway. But after two years, he appears to
               still have the confidence of the president, who may be more preoccupied with relations
               with North Korea and the United States than with domestic concerns.
            

            
            See also COMFORT WOMEN; EAST SEA/SEA OF JAPAN; TOKTO DISPUTE.
            

         

         
         	LEE SOK-KI (1962–)

         
         	
            A former student activist turned politician, Lee was sentenced to 12 years in prison and 10 years’ loss of civil liberties as
               a member of a group called Revolutionary Organization in February 2014. He was the
               first member of the National Assembly to be imprisoned under the National Security Laws since 1988. Six other members of the alleged organization received sentences of between
               four and seven years.
            

            
            Lee attended university in the early 1980s and then became active in the student movement opposing the government of President Chun Doo-hwan. He gravitated toward left-wing groups. In 2002, he was jailed for antigovernment
               activities, but he was released the following year and pardoned in 2005. He then joined
               the Democratic Labor Party, which became the Unified Progressive Party (UPP) in 2011. In the 2010 National Assembly elections, Lee was elected as a proportional
               representative member. He took an active part in the National Assembly, serving on
               several committees. Later it was claimed that he had tried to obtain secret government
               documents, but no evidence of this has emerged.
            

            
            According to a former UPP member, on 13 May 2013 at a time of great tension following
               the March 2013 North Korean nuclear test, Lee addressed the Revolutionary Organization. It was said that he had
               told members of the group to prepare attacks on South Korea’s communication lines
               and transportation in case of a full-scale conflict breaking out with the North. It was also said that
               he had made sympathetic remarks about the North; had used the term Chosun for Korea as used in the North rather than Hankuk, the term used in the South; and had encouraged the singing of Northern propaganda
               songs. These allegations would form the main basis of charges against him.
            

            
            The National Intelligence Service (NIS) began an investigation into Lee’s activities; there were claims that this was
               a tactic to divert attention from the NIS’s own problems, as it faced accusations
               of wrongful involvement in the 2012 presidential election campaign. But the NIS pursued
               the case, raiding both Lee’s home and the UPP offices. Lee’s parliamentary immunity
               was lifted, with government and opposition parties both voting for the move. He was
               charged in September 2013, but even before the case came to trial, the ruling Saenuri Party was demanding that the UPP be dissolved. The main opposition party, the Democratic United Party, protested at this move but in general showed little inclination to support the UPP,
               which it blamed for splitting the “progressive” vote in the 2012 presidential elections
               and thus allowing the conservative Park Geun-hye to win. Although Lee was convicted in February 2014, the Constitutional Court did
               not dissolve the UPP until December 2014.
            

            
            See also EAST BERLIN CASE; LEE JUNG-HEE (1969–); NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPY RING CASE; PEOPLE’S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; UNIFICATION REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE.
            

         

         
         	LEE SOON-JA (1939–)

         
         	
            Lee Soon-ja is the wife of former South Korean President Chun Doo-hwan. She was born in Hsinking (now Changchun in the People’s Republic of China), the capital of the Japanese puppet state of Manzhouguo. The family moved back to Korea after the defeat of the
               Japanese in 1945. She attended school in Seoul. Although she enrolled in the medical school at Ewha Women’s University, after she met and married Chun in 1958, she left without a degree. The two met while
               Chun was attending the Korean Military Academy, where her father, Brigadier General Lee Kyu-dong, was commandant. For the next 22
               years, she was an army wife. After Chun seized power in 1980 and became president,
               she was formally the First Lady. Always elegantly dressed, usually in Korean costume,
               she appeared regularly with Chun and engaged in some charitable work. But there were
               suspicions that she was corrupt, as were her two sons and her brother. Although her
               dresses were simple, they were not cheap. Activists in the student movement, who became steadily more vocal, were highly critical of her flashy jewelry and other
               signs of wealth. After Chun left office in 1988, he apologized for the corruption
               during his time in office, conceding that such charges had involved family members,
               although he did not name Lee. She accompanied Chun into internal exile at a Buddhist temple from 1988 to the end of 1991. Thereafter, when Chun and his successor, Roh Tae-woo, were tried and imprisoned, she was a firm defender of her husband’s record. She
               later claimed that he had dementia and could not be expected to recall events from
               the past. In January 2019, she argued that Chun deserved to be acclaimed “the father
               of Korean democracy” because he had stepped down from office in 1988, thereby abiding
               by the Constitution. This view received some support in conservative circles but much
               derision from others.
            

            
            See also LEE HEE-HO (1922–2019); RHEE, FRANCESCA (1900–1992); WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT; YUK YOUNG-SU (1925–1974).
            

         

         
         	LEE SOON-JAE (1935–)

         
         	
            South Korean cinema and television actor whose career stretches over 60 years. He was born in North Hamgyong
               Province, now in North Korea, but his family moved to Seoul in 1939. He graduated from Seoul National University, where he began acting while still a student. In the 1960s and 1970s, he appeared
               mainly in films, but after that most of his appearances were on television. Among
               his many roles, he played the former president, Yun Po-son, on several occasions. During Kim Young-sam’s presidency, he served one term in the National Assembly, but he did not enjoy the experience. In addition to acting, he has also held university posts in the arts. In 2018, he was awarded the Order of Cultural Merit, Eungwan Class.
            

         

         
         	LEE TAE-SOK (1962–2010)

         
         	
            Lee Tae-sok was a Roman Catholic priest, known as Father John Lee Tae-sok. He died
               of cancer in January 2010, and his story became famous in South Korea when he was
               featured in a television documentary, Don’t Cry for Me, Sudan. He was widely seen as a symbol of South Korea’s growing international role in providing
               aid to poor countries. He was born in Pusan, the ninth of 10 children in a Catholic family.
            

            
            One of his older brothers became a Franciscan, but Lee studied to become a doctor
               and joined the national defense forces as an army surgeon. He then decided to become a priest and joined the Salesian order.
               While studying in Rome, he became aware of the problems of the Sudan and went there
               to work in a leper colony. He was put off at first but returned and spent the rest
               of his time in Africa working in a village called Tonji. Not only did he tend to the
               sick there, but he visited many of the surrounding villages, including a leper colony.
               He built houses, arranged water supplies, and organized a band. Always cheerful and
               smiling, he became known as “Father Jolly.” Although he was diagnosed with cancer
               while on home leave in Korea in 2008 and never returned to Tonji, his work became
               widely known through an autobiographical account he published in 2009 and even more
               through the documentary film that appeared in September 2010. This was well received
               in Korea, not just in Catholic circles but also among other religious groups, including
               Buddhists.
            

            
            See also CHRISTIANITY.
            

         

         
         	LEE YONG-DUK (1926–2010)

         
         	
            Lee was an educator who was prime minister in 1994. He studied at Seoul National University (SNU) and then took a PhD at Ohio State University in the United States. After his return, he became professor of pedagogy at SNU, becoming professor emeritus
               in 1991, and was also involved with a variety of education-related institutions. His family had connections with North Korea, which may have led to his appointment as a vice president of the Korean National
               Red Cross (KNRC) in 1984 and his role as a senior delegate to the North–South Red Cross talks in 1985.
            

            
            After his retirement from SNU, he became president of Myongji University in Seoul and was also an adviser to President Kim Young-sam. This led to his appointment as vice premier and chair of the National Unification
               Board, which handled relations with the North. He acquired a reputation for a robust
               attitude toward the North, which continued in 1994 when he became prime minister.
               Even though negotiations had been under way for a summit meeting between the leaders
               of the two Koreas, when North Korean leader Kim Il Sung died in July 1994, Lee was adamant that there should be no messages of condolence
               because Kim had started the 1950–1953 Korean War. After stepping down as prime minister in December 1994, he returned to university-related
               work. He also chaired various organizations. In 2009, he organized a group of his
               fellow former prime ministers to provide support for the Sejong Special Administrative City project.
            

            
            See also LEE HOI-CHANG (1935–).
            

         

         
         	LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL SECURITY (LCNS)

         
         	
            Shortly after the public referendum on a new constitution in October 1980, the 81-member Legislative Council for National Security, whose members
               were appointed by President Chun Doo-hwan, replaced the National Assembly. It served as the legislative arm of the Special Committee for National Security
               Measures. It adopted various crucial laws, including the revised National Security Laws, which incorporated the Anticommunism Law. Following the National Assembly elections on 25 March 1981, the council was dissolved
               on 31 March 1981.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019)

         
         	
            A career diplomat, Lho became a government minister and later prime minister under
               President Chun Doo-hwan from 1980 to 1987. He was born in what is now North Korea. He studied law at Seoul National University. After postgraduate work at Kentucky State University in the United States, he joined the foreign service in 1956, serving as consul general in Los Angeles
               and in New Delhi. He was ambassador to India from 1973, briefly vice foreign minister
               in 1974, and then head of the mission to the United Nations in Geneva from 1976. After Chun’s December 1979 coup and subsequent assumption of the presidency, Lho became his first foreign minister.
               In this role, he played an important part in 1980 in the negotiations with the U.S.
               government that led to the commutation of Kim Dae-jung’s death sentence to life imprisonment. In 1982, Lho became head of the Agency for
               National Security Planning (ANSP; now the National Intelligence Service). Although the ANSP failed to prevent the 1983 Rangoon bombing, in which several of Chun’s ministers and advisers were killed in a North Korean
               attack aimed at Chun, Lho remained its head until he became prime minister in 1985.
               During his time as prime minister, the administration faced an increasingly active
               student movement and growing demands for democratization. Lho advocated a firm line on these issues,
               but he offered his resignation and that of all his cabinet in 1987 after it became
               known that a student activist had died of torture while in police custody. Chun accepted
               his resignation and those of a small number of other ministers. Lho did not return
               to an official role after that but became involved with various charitable foundations
               associated with the Lotte Group.
            

            
            See also KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018); LEE HOI-CHANG (1935–); LEE HONG-KOO (1934–); LEE HU-RAK (1924–2009); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–).
            

         

         
         	LI OGG (1928–2001)

         
         	
            There had been French interest in Korea in the 19th century, French Roman Catholic missionaries had remained
               in the country throughout the colonial period, and a few individual scholars had written
               about the country. Korean studies in France, as elsewhere in Europe, did not really
               take off until the mid-1950s, with the beginning of a language course at the Sorbonne.
               Professor Charles Haguenaur (1896–1976), whose main field was Japanese studies but who had also written on some aspects of Korea, was the prime mover in
               this. To assist with the language teaching, the Sorbonne recruited in 1957 what must
               have seemed an unlikely choice, Li Ogg. Li Ogg was a son of Yi In (1896–1979), a lawyer
               who was the first minister of justice under President Rhee Syngman in 1948. The younger Li had studied history at Yonsei University and was teaching U.S. history there when he was asked to go to Paris. He would remain there until his death.
               While there, he continued with historical research on ancient Korean history, for
               which he received his doctorate in 1977. He published both specialist and general
               historical works, but he also studied linguistics so that he could properly engage
               in language teaching. In 1970, he became an assistant professor at the new Paris VII University,
               where he founded a Korean studies center and where he was promoted to professor in
               1983. For many years, he ran a seminar on ancient Korean history in the fourth and
               fifth sections of the Ecole pratique des Hautes études. Many of those who have become
               prominent in Korean studies in France benefited from his relaxed and easygoing manner.
               It was natural that, as one of the small group of Korean specialists in Europe, he
               played a role in the founding of the Association for Korean Studies in Europe in 1976–1977.
            

            
            See also ECKARDT, ANDREAS (1884–1974); SKILLEND, WILLIAM E. (1926–2010); VOS, FRITZ (1918–2000).
            

         

         
         	LIBERAL PARTY (Minjudang)
         

         
         	
            Two pro–Rhee Syngman conservative political groups emerged in December 1951, each calling itself the Liberal Party. One was composed
               of National Assembly members, and the other belonged to those outside the assembly. However, in March 1952
               these two were united into a single Liberal Party, exercising enormous power in collusion
               with the Rhee administration. The united party elected Rhee as its president and Yi Pom-suk (1) as its vice president.
            

            
            The Liberal Party was crippled in 1960 when the April student uprising occurred, and it barely maintained its existence after the fall of the First Republic.
               Following the military revolution of 16 May 1961, it was dissolved. In January 1963, the party was reestablished under the leadership
               of Chang Taek-sang. It made no attempt to win the presidency in the 1963 and 1967 presidential elections.
               Its members ran for the National Assembly, but all failed to win seats. Many other
               parties have subsequently included “Liberal” in their names.
            

         

         
         	LIBERTY FORWARD PARTY (Chayusonjintang)
         

         
         	
            A short-lived conservative party, also known as the Advancement Unification Party
               (Sonchintongiltang), that existed from 2008 to 2012. It was founded by Lee Hoi-chang after he failed for the third time to be elected president. Soon after its founding,
               it merged with another small conservative group, the People First Party based in Chungchong
               Province; the merged group kept the name Liberty Forward Party. The party won 18 seats
               in the 2008 general election but lost all but 5 of these in the 2012 elections. Lee
               then resigned, announcing that he would support Park Geun-hye of the Saenuri Party. The party struggled on for a short period but eventually dissolved itself in October
               2012; the remaining National Assembly members joined the Saenuri Party.
            

            
            See POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	LIBERTY KOREA PARTY (Chayuhangukdang)
         

         
         	
            Liberty Korea is currently (2019) the main South Korean opposition party in the National Assembly. It won 112 seats in the 2016 elections but since then has lost two seats because of defections. A Korean government website
               that lists all political parties notes that it is “center-right to right-wing” and
               that it believes in “social conservatism.” It is a descendent of a long line of conservative
               parties that stretch back to the Democratic Republican Party, established in 1963 as a vehicle to support President Park Chung-hee. Under its present name, it dates from the merger of the United Democratic Party and the New Korea Party in November 2017, following the failure of the main conservative candidate, Hong Jun-pyo, to defeat Moon Jae-in in the presidential election that followed the impeachment of Park Geun-hye in May 2017. Liberty Korea has opposed Moon’s attempts to reach out to North Korea as well as his policies on matters such as the 1980 Kwangju uprising.
            

            
            See POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	LIBRARIES

         
         	
            A library was established in Seoul in the 16th century, and a National Library opened just before Japan established its protectorate in 1905. Under the colonial period Government-General of Korea, this and other libraries were mainly concerned with works in Japanese, and Korean
               writing was neglected. From the 1890s onward, a number of schools and colleges that
               would later become universities began to assemble books and other materials, but again, the emphasis tended to be
               on non-Korean works. Some changes took place under the United States Army Military Government in Korea between 1945 and 1948. Large numbers of English-language books were brought into South
               Korea, and the first public libraries appeared. Also during this period, a school
               of librarianship started at the National Library in 1946. The Korean Library Association
               was founded in 1946. By 1950, there were 16 public libraries throughout the country.
               Both library buildings and collections were destroyed during the Korean War. North Korean forces looted or wrecked many, and others fell victim to bombing or other attacks.
               After the war, the library service revived slowly. A lack of paper meant that few
               books were published, and with so much destruction, the reestablishment of local libraries
               was not a priority. The National Library’s training school closed.
            

            
            Slowly things improved. The National Library, which had moved to Pusan during the war, returned to Seoul. It has steadily expanded since then and currently
               has over nine million books and other materials, including over a million foreign
               books. It also has a reading room, open to the public, in which North Korean books,
               otherwise rarely available, can be consulted. One offshoot opened in 2006 as the National
               Library for Children and Young People, and a second in 2009 as the National Digital
               Library. The National Assembly has a library, which also functions to some extent as a second national library. Established
               in Pusan in 1952, it moved to Seoul after the Korean War and was eventually settled
               with the National Assembly on Yoido Island in the center of the Han River. Originally
               only for members of the assembly and staff, since 1998 it has been opened to the wider
               (over age 18) public. As well as an extensive collection of monographs, periodicals,
               and newspapers, it has thousands of master’s and doctoral theses, a large collection
               of digital material, and an extensive foreign-language collection, in addition to
               its Korean-language holdings. University libraries have also expanded greatly, and
               whereas in the early days of the Republic of Korea their holdings were normally available
               mainly to faculty members—even students had difficulty accessing them and sometimes
               could not borrow books—a more liberal approach has now developed. Much wider access
               is now the norm. The National Library’s training program did not reopen until 1967,
               but Yonsei University ran a training course from 1957.
            

            
            Given the high rate of literacy, the importance attached to education, and the relevant poverty in South Korea before the 1980s, it is not surprising that
               a system of public libraries eventually developed. Before the Korean War, there were
               16 public libraries, a number not reached again until 1957. The number continued to
               grow thereafter, and by the end of 2012 there were 838 such establishments, handling
               books and other print materials and, unsurprising given the high rate of internet
               usage, with online facilities; the availability of books was given as 1.53 per borrower.
               Increasingly, they were supplemented by digital libraries, the first of which started
               in 1996. But in spite of the widespread use of cell phones and other telecommunications, the traditional library is still regarded as important. In January 2014, it was
               reported that the government planned to increase the number of local libraries to
               1,100 by 2018, while also increasing the number of books available to 2.5 per borrower.
               A presidential committee reported in January 2019 that the target for more libraries
               had been exceeded, with 1,042 existing by January 2019, with over 6,000 mini-libraries
               also created. Books available were 2.03 per borrower, but it was still planned to
               get to the 2.5 level. Libraries were changing, with better facilities for the physically
               disadvantaged and mothers and children. Cafés and lounges were being added where possible.
               Electronic resources were also increased. Seoul alone has seven English-language libraries.
               The one librarianship course of pre–Korean War days has now become multiple courses
               at 32 universities, 8 colleges, and 3 schools, all of which offer one-year training.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

         

         
         	LIM DONG-WON (1933–)

         
         	
            Lim, who was born in North Pyongyan Province, now in North Korea, has been a soldier and diplomat who became the senior negotiator with North Korea
               during the early years of President Kim Dae-jung’s “sunshine policy.” After the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, he was recruited as a reservist and witnessed firsthand what became known
               as the Korean National Guard scandal in 1951. He was saved from starvation by a U.S. military unit that recruited him to do odd jobs. From there he moved into the Korean
               national defense forces and was sent for officer training at the Korean Military Academy (KMA), where he took a BSc. He later also studied at Seoul National University, where he witnessed the demonstrations that brought down President Rhee Syngman in 1960. After the military revolution of 16 May 1961 that brought Park Chung-hee to power, Lim went to the U.S. Army Special Warfare School at Fort Bragg. After his
               return, he began teaching courses on communism at the KMA. Later, he attended the
               Israeli Armed Forces Command and General Staff College. Thereafter, he held staff
               positions, devising military doctrines for the South Korean national defense forces
               partly based on Israeli experience.
            

            
            According to his own account, he did not approve of the December 1979 coup. As a result, he was compelled to resign from the army as a major general but began
               a new career, going as ambassador to Nigeria in 1981 and then to Australia from 1985 to 1988. President Roh Tae-woo then appointed him head of the Institute for Foreign Affairs and National Security
               (now the Korea National Diplomatic Academy). There he began to study the end of the Cold War, helping to formulate Roh’s Nordpolitik. He also began to modify his views about how to handle North Korea–South Korea relations. In 1990, he served as chair of the Presidential Commission for Arms Control and
               then was appointed a member of the South Korean team that negotiated with the North
               in 1990 and 1991. He served briefly as vice minister for unification in 1993, then
               retired from government service.
            

            
            In the following years, he joined think tanks and other organizations and began to
               develop links with the opposition leader, Kim Dae-jung. In particular, the two seemed
               to have a shared view about how to handle the North. This involved accepting that
               the North would not suddenly disappear, and in the meantime a way should be found
               to improve relations. For a time, Lim was secretary-general of the Kim Dae-jung Foundation
               for the Asia-Pacific Region. When Kim became president in 1998, Lim became successively
               his senior secretary for foreign affairs and national security, minister for unification,
               and then director-general of the National Intelligence Service (NIS). In these various roles, he negotiated and masterminded the historic June 2000 North–South Summit, at which he accompanied the president.
            

            
            His success was short-lived. No sooner had the summit taken place than questions were
               raised about how it had been arranged. As it became clear that large sums of money
               had been involved, Kim came under heavy criticism. He resigned following a “no confidence”
               vote in the National Assembly and a subsequent impeachment. Yet he continued to be a special adviser to the president
               until Kim left office. In 2003, Lim received an 18-month suspended sentence for illegal
               use of government funds. Later, he would be indicted on charges relating to alleged
               illegal NIS telephone tapping. But although no longer in government, he continued
               to maintain a high public profile, including a spell as head of the Sejong Institute
               (formerly the Ilhae Foundation). He was highly critical of both U.S. president George W. Bush’s approach to North Korea and South Korean president Lee Myung-bak’s rejection of engagement. In 2008, Lim published an account of his role vis-à-vis
               North Korea, which appeared in 2012 in an English translation as Peacemaker: Twenty Years of Inter-Korean Relations and the North Korean Nuclear Issue, an unapologetic defense of his stewardship.
            

         

         
         	LIM SOO-KYUNG (1968–)

         
         	
            Lim Soo-kyung (also written as Rim Su Gyong and Im Su-kyung) was an activist in the
               student movement at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Seoul in the late 1980s. In 1989, she went without permission to North Korea to attend the World Youth Festival in Pyongyang. She traveled clandestinely, via Japan and Germany, accompanied by a Roman Catholic priest, Father Moon Kyun-hyun. She described herself
               as a representative of the National Council of Student Representatives, a South Korean
               student dissident group. The two were widely feted in Pyongyang, where they made a
               series of statements denouncing the division of the peninsula and demanding the withdrawal
               of foreign troops. Both also joined a march for peace and reunification from Mount Paektu on the northern border with China to Panmunjom. At Panmunjom, the group tried to cross into the South but were refused entry. They
               went on a hunger strike and were eventually allowed to cross on 15 August, which both
               Koreas celebrate as National Liberation Day.
            

            
            They were promptly arrested and charged under the National Security Laws. Lim received a 10-year sentence, later reduced to 5, while Moon received 8 years,
               also later reduced to 5. After they were released, both adopted a low profile. Lim
               came to some domestic prominence in 2005 when her son, who was studying English in
               the Philippines, drowned in a hotel pool. This led to hostile comments on a website
               to the effect that as a traitor, she deserved what had happened. A number of people,
               including at least one university professor, were prosecuted and convicted. In 2011,
               she was elected to the National Assembly as a proportional representative deputy for the Democratic United Party. She again came under criticism the following year when she got into what the Joongang Ilbo newspaper described as a “drink-induced brawl” with a North Korean defector in a Seoul bar. She remains a hero in the North. A postage stamp was published in
               her honor, and she is still sometimes referred to as “the Flower of Unification.”
               An account of her visit appeared in For a United Homeland (Pyongyang: Foreign Languages Press, 1992). In 2012, an Argentine filmmaker, José
               Luis Garcia, made a documentary about her visit to the DPRK, called La chica del sur (The girl from the South), which enjoyed some critical acclaim. 
            

            
            See also IM JONG-SUK (1966–).
            

         

         
         	LIM WON-SIK (1919–2002)

         
         	
            A major figure on the modern South Korean musical scene, Lim was a conductor who studied in Japan before attending the Julliard School of Music in the United States. In 1946, he established the Koryo Symphony Orchestra, the first postliberation orchestra.
               He created the Korean Broadcasting System (KBS) Orchestra in 1956 and served as its
               resident conductor until 1971. He was later appointed honorary conductor of the orchestra.
               Lim became the Inchon Symphony Orchestra’s principal conductor in 1984, a post he held until 1992. During
               the Korean War, he was a founder of the Seoul Arts School, which began in Pusan, and was later its principal from 1961 to 1975. Although Lim was devoted to the German
               classical composers, he introduced much modern music to Korean audiences as well.
               He also defended his fellow musician, Yun I-sang, and tried to arrange for his return to South Korea.
            

         

         
         	LIMB, BEN C

         
         	LIMB, BEN C.

         
         	
            See IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979).
            

         

         
         	LITERATURE

         
         	
            There is a strong oral literary tradition in Korea, with ancient myths, legends, and
               folktales along with songs, riddles, and proverbs being widely known. These were preserved
               in works written down much later, beginning in the Koryo dynasty (936–1392). Such
               works were written in classical Chinese, and although some poetry was written in hangul from the 15th century onward, it was Chinese that remained the language used for most writing until the 20th century. Among the important survivals from the
               Koryo period are the formal, court-commissioned Samgak sagi (History of the Three Kingdoms) and the Buddhist monk Ilyon’s less formal Samguk yusa (Memorials of the Three Kingdoms). The latter is less systematic but is also far more
               wide ranging than its title implies. Both draw on older works that have long since
               disappeared. The Korean poetic form known as sijo also began in the Koryo period and was further developed under the Yi dynasty (1392–1910).
               This was an aristocratic pastime, and the products were much prized. From the 18th
               century onward, they became a written form and are still being produced.
            

            
            Much writing outside the circle of educated men was done in hangul from the mid-15th century. Apart from the Yongbi ochon ka, or “Song of the Dragons Flying to Heaven,” written on the orders of King Sejong
               and which praised the founder of the Chosun dynasty, it was little regarded. That
               work drew heavily on Chinese themes and traditions rather than Korean ones. The Chosun
               dynasty saw the emergence of another poetic form, the kasa, poems that were longer than sijo. Poetry in Chinese, known as hansi, continued to be produced into the 20th century. Novels also began to appear, often
               in the form of long family sagas or based on stories in the oral tradition. Those
               that were published before the influence of Western-style literature are known as
               kodae sosol, or old-time stories. Most only appeared in printed form from the mid-19th century
               but drew on older traditions. Other works from the late Chosun period include the
               memoirs of Princess Hyegyong (1735–1815). Hanjungnok (Memories of sorrowful days), often referred to as “Memoirs of a Korean Queen,” tells
               of her life with Crown Prince Sado, whose father had him executed. It has regularly
               been translated and provided the basis for The Red Queen by Margaret Drabble, a major novelist from Great Britain.
            

            
            Change took place as Koreans began to learn of the various Western literary traditions
               around 1900, often by way of Japan. Some date the beginnings of a new tradition from the publication of a poem in colloquial
               Korean, Haeegiso sonyonege (From the sea to the youth), by Choe Nam-son (1890–1957), which is regarded as the first Korean Western-style poem. Others date
               it from the novel Mujong (Heartlessness) by Yi Kwang-su, which appeared in 1917. Both Choe and Yi were prolific writers in both prose and
               poetry. They were among several writers who established a tradition of literary magazines
               in the years before and after the 1919 Samil Undong (March First Movement). These were often of an experimental nature and usually did not last long, but their
               influence was considerable. Koreans who studied abroad brought new ideas with them
               upon their return, and the establishment of newspapers such as the Chosun Ilbo and the Dong-A Ilbo, both of which regularly serialized novels as well as providing livelihoods for writers,
               helped to spread these ideas. Much writing during the Japanese colonial period (1910–1945)
               dwelled on the sorrows of the country under alien rule.
            

            
            New political ideas fostered “proletarian literature,” most notably the work of the
               Korean Proletarian Artists’ Federation (KPAF), formed in 1925. For many years, the
               KPAF was more honored in North Korea, where one of its members, the novelist Han So-rya, was a leading figure in artistic
               circles from 1945 until the early 1960s. Since the 1990s, it has also been acknowledged
               as part of South Korea’s history.
            

            
            Division and war after 1945 had a profound effect on the South Korean literary scene,
               with the sorrows and bitterness of those events reflected in fiction and poetry. Similarly,
               the rapid industrialization and authoritarian rule that marked the period from the
               mid-1960s onward had affected writers. Many were arrested, such as the poet Kim Yong-il (better known by his pen name, Kim Chi-ha), who received a death sentence in 1974.
               The death sentence was commuted, but he spent many years in prison. Kim’s mother-in-law
               was the novelist Pak Kyung-ni, whose vast novel, Land (Toji), appeared between 1969 and 1993. Korean writers embraced all genres, but poetry
               and short stories, which perhaps came closest to traditional literature, were both
               highly important. Perhaps the most famous of the short stories was “Seoul 1964, kyoul”
               (Seoul 1964: Winter) by Kim Sung-ok. This dealt with the lives of ordinary people as they faced the growing power of
               the state under President Park Chung-hee. In addition to those writing in Korea itself, a number of overseas Koreans have established themselves as accomplished writers both on Korean themes and the
               lives of those in the diaspora. Many of these writers use Western languages rather
               than Korean.
            

            
            A considerable amount of Korean literature has appeared in translation. Missionaries
               such as the Canadian James Scarth Gale began the process of introducing Korean literature to the rest of the world, but
               the real breakthrough did not come until the last quarter of the 20th century. Since
               then, there has been a steady increase in the number of works available. Collections
               of short stories have enjoyed particular popularity, but there is also a ready market
               for longer works and for children’s books. This development has received much government
               encouragement, especially since the establishment in 1996 of the Literature Translation
               Institute, which encourages translation through grants and publicity. It holds conferences
               and publishes a number of periodicals, including the quarterly list: Books from Korea, aimed at foreign publishers. It maintains a library in Seoul and has an online database of Korean authors. The institute has encouraged participation
               in international book fairs and related events. Foreign literature is widely available
               in South Korea in both the original and translated versions. Shakespeare has always
               been popular, and in the 1980s, it was said that there was at least one Shakespeare
               play in production in Seoul every day of the year. Older Koreans, like older Japanese
               who had not traveled abroad, often gained their picture of the West from Dickens and
               other 19th-century authors. Foreign literature is not confined to English. Literature
               from France and Germany is also widely read, as is material in Chinese and Japanese.
            

            
            See also AN SU-GIL (1911–1977); ANTHONY OF TAIZÉ, BROTHER (1942–); CHOE NAM-SON (1890–1957); CHOI HYUN-BAE (1894–1970); HWANG SON-WON (1915–2000); HWANG SUN-MI (1963–); KIM CHUN-SU (1922–2004); KO UN (1933–); KU SANG (1919–2004); SO CHONG-JU (1915–2000); YI MUN-YOL (1948–); YU CHI-HWAN (1908–1967).
            

         

         
         	LOCAL AUTONOMY

         
         	
            Articles 96 and 97 of the July 1948 Constitution of South Korea stated that local autonomy would be operated under local assemblies,
               but President Rhee Syngman was reluctant to proceed with its implementation. Instead, Rhee decided to appoint
               all provincial governors and the mayor of the Special City of Seoul. However, on 17 June 1949, the National Assembly adopted the local autonomy bill (revised in December), and elections for the establishment
               of local governments and their councils were planned for December 1950.
            

            
            The 1949 law governing local autonomous organizations specified that the mayor of
               Seoul and provincial governors were to be appointed by the president; mayors of other
               cities and chiefs of towns and townships were to be elected by respective local councils;
               and provincial councils and councils of Seoul and other cities, towns, and townships
               were to be established by direct elections of the inhabitants. County chiefs were
               to be appointed by governors in the respective provinces. Limited elections were conducted
               in 1950 in Seoul and one other city, three towns, and 140 townships in northern districts.
            

            
            Because of the Korean War, it was not until spring 1952 that elections for autonomous organizations of provinces,
               cities, towns, and townships were held in the rest of the country. The local autonomy
               law was revised twice in 1956 to abolish the system of indirect election of mayors
               of cities and towns and chiefs of townships. However, the system of appointment of
               the mayor of Seoul and provincial governors was retained. Under the revised law, elections
               were held in August 1956 to elect new councillors of all municipalities, including
               Seoul, provinces, towns, and townships, as well as heads of local governmental units,
               except the mayor of Seoul. Fearing the election of Rhee’s opponents in the local elections
               due in August 1960, in December 1958 the Rhee administration and the Liberal Party engineered the railroading of an amendment to the local autonomy bill whereby provincial
               governors, mayors of municipalities and towns, and chiefs of townships were to be
               appointed by the central government. With this, any chance for the development of
               genuine local autonomy was destroyed.
            

            
            The amended local autonomy law went into effect in January 1959. In February and May
               that year, the central government appointed all provincial governors, the mayor of
               Seoul and other cities, and county chiefs. The county chiefs in turn appointed township
               heads, while mayors of cities appointed ward chiefs. Local councils could only elect
               the chiefs of the precincts in small cities, towns, and townships. Local government
               bodies therefore enjoyed little or no independence. Their financial situation did
               not allow them to promote local autonomy, and the control of the central government
               increased. A bureau of the ministry of home affairs controlled virtually all local
               matters, including the allocation of grants in aid and the collection of local taxes
               and fees.
            

            
            The short-lived Second Republic took measures to establish meaningful local autonomy
               under the amended constitution. In November 1960, it enacted a new local autonomy
               law, and elections for new councils of Seoul, provinces, cities, towns, and townships
               were held in early December. The elections for mayors of cities, excluding Seoul,
               and chiefs of towns and townships were then held, followed by the elections for the
               mayor of Seoul and provincial governors at the end of December. The military revolution of 16 May 1961 “temporarily” suspended the local autonomy law, abolishing all local councils. However,
               Article 110 of the 1963 Constitution stated that the “local government authority shall
               have a council,” while Article 109 stated that the “local government authorities shall
               deal with matters pertaining to the welfare of local residents, manage properties,
               and may establish, within the limit of laws and ordinances, rules and regulations
               regarding local government.” In spite of these provisions, the central government
               of the Third Republic steadfastly refused to reestablish local councils and hold elections
               to elect local government heads, on the grounds that the local areas did not have
               financial self-sufficiency to institute true local autonomy.
            

            
            Undoubtedly, the real reason for the central government’s attitude was its unwillingness
               to decentralize. Chapter X of the Constitution of the Fourth Republic (the Yushin Constitution), amended and approved in a national referendum in November 1972, retained
               those features regarding local autonomy, but it decided to postpone the restoration
               of local autonomy “until reunification” was achieved. Chun Doo-hwan’s Fifth Republic made no attempt to restore local autonomy.
            

            
            It was the Sixth Republic that began the process of reestablishing local autonomy.
               In December 1990, the National Assembly enacted three laws related to local autonomy.
               President Roh Tae-woo announced in early March 1991 that elections for councils of small districts (small
               cities, counties, towns and townships, and wards in cities) would be held in late
               March, and that elections for councils of large districts (six special cities and
               nine provinces) would be held in June. In the 26 March 1991 elections for small district
               councils, 10,102 candidates from 3,562 electoral districts ran for 4,304 council seats.
               In these elections, the new ruling Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) won a total of 2,142 seats, whereas its major opponent, the Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD), won only 785 seats, and another minor party won only 33 seats. Some 1,343 seats
               were won by Independents. In the large district council elections conducted on 20
               June, 2,873 candidates ran for 866 seats in six special cities and nine provincial
               councils. As was the case in small district council elections, the ruling DLP won
               victory with 564 of its candidates elected, while the New Democratic Party, which had emerged in April 1991 when the PPD and the New Democratic Alliance united,
               won only 165. Some 115 Independents won council seats everywhere except Seoul and
               Pusan.
            

            
            In both of these elections, the voters showed a marked lack of interest. In the small
               district council elections, 13.2 million (55.9 percent) of 24 million eligible voters
               cast their ballots. Only 42.3 percent of eligible voters in Seoul cast their ballots
               in ward council elections. In the elections for large district councils (municipal
               councils of the special cities of Seoul, Pusan, Taegu, Kwangju, Inchon, and Taejon and nine provincial councils), 16.5 million (58.9 percent) of 28 million eligible
               voters cast their ballots. In Seoul, 52.4 percent of the eligible voters participated
               in the elections for the Seoul Municipal Council.
            

            
            Complete local autonomy was still not achieved. In May 1992, the mayoral and gubernatorial
               elections due in mid-1992 were postponed because of “financial constraints.” These
               elections were finally held in June 1995, the first time that local government had
               moved out of central control since 1948. The 1995 elections were followed by the second
               comprehensive local elections in June 1998. From 1998 onward, local elections were
               scheduled to take place every five years. Local autonomy has not been without its
               critics, who allege that it encourages regionalism and favoritism. In November 2000,
               for example, a group of lawmakers from the ruling and opposition parties proposed,
               unsuccessfully, a return to the appointment system. This move was fiercely opposed
               by many of those involved in local government.
            

            
            In theory, local governments have a wide range of functions, including property management,
               provision of local services, assessment and collection of local taxes and fees, and
               some responsibility for education. In practice, central government still retains considerable powers over local governments
               and seeks to control them. Thus the ministry of government administration and home
               affairs carried out a major reform of local government staff matters in 2000. While
               local chief executives are elected, deputy chief executives are appointed and in practice
               tend to have detailed control over local activities.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	LONG-TERM PRISONERS REPATRIATION

         
         	
            During the Korean War, a number of captured North Korean soldiers and noncombatants refused to abjure communism and remained in South Korean
               captivity after the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement. As South Korea moved away from military rule after the election of President Roh Tae-woo in 1987, some were released, although they were not allowed to return to North Korea.
               The best known was Ri In-mo (1917–2007), a North Korean war correspondent captured
               in the Chiri Mountains in January 1952, whose story appeared in newspapers such as the Hankyoreh and later as a book, My Life and Faith (Pyongyang: Foreign Languages Press, 1997). When the North publicized an appeal from
               his wife and he became seriously ill, he was allowed to return to the North in March
               1993.
            

            
            There was no further movement on the issue until February 1999. That month, President
               Kim Dae-jung released the world’s longest-serving political prisoner, 71-year-old Woo Yong-gak,
               an alleged North Korean spy, and 16 others. These were either people captured during
               the postwar guerrilla campaigns in South Korea or alleged spies from the North. They
               had all refused to admit their alleged crimes and had therefore remained in detention.
            

            
            Although released from prison, again they were not allowed to go to North Korea as
               they wanted. In August 2000, however, following the June 2000 summit meeting in Pyongyang between Kim Dae-jung and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il, a number were to return to North Korea. Acclaimed as heroes upon their arrival in
               the North, they were provided with apartments and, for those who wished it, spouses.
               There was criticism in the South of the decision to free the prisoners, on the grounds
               that they should have been used as bargaining chips to obtain the release of a number
               of South Koreans allegedly abducted over the years, as well as unreleased prisoners
               of war. North Korea has always denied that it is holding anybody from the South against
               their will.
            

            
            The long-term prisoners were the subject of a South Korean film, Songhwan (Repatriation), made in 2003 by director Kim Dong-hwan. The South Korean government
               cites a figure of 560 former South Korean soldiers still alive in the North, but others
               give higher figures. By 2008, 79 were reported as having escaped.
            

            
            See also FAMILY REUNIONS; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
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         	MACARTHUR, DOUGLAS (1880–1964)

         
         	
            Douglas MacArthur, general of the army from 1944, commander in chief of the U.S. forces in the Pacific at the end of World War II, was appointed supreme commander
               of the Allied powers in Japan after the Japanese surrender in 1945. Following the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, U.S. president Harry S. Truman additionally appointed him commander
               of the United Nations Command (UNC). On 14 July 1950, South Korea’s president Rhee Syngman put the South Korean national defense forces under MacArthur’s command.
            

            
            In September 1950, MacArthur planned and executed Operation Chromite, whereby United Nations forces captured the port city of Inchon, opening the way for the recapture of the South Korean capital, Seoul, and for the crossing of the 38th parallel into North Korea. Meeting little opposition, the UNC swept north, with MacArthur discounting rumors
               that China would intervene if the UN forces approached the Yalu River. When Chinese forces did
               intervene in October–November 1950, MacArthur panicked and demanded that the war be
               extended to China. This was refused, and under General Matthew Ridgway, who was given battlefield command in Korea, the line of battle stabilized around
               the 38th parallel, although a war of movement would continue until mid-1951. By then,
               MacArthur had been dismissed. He had privately criticized the decision not to attack
               China, and in a public letter in April 1951 he had called for the use of Chinese Nationalist
               forces from Taiwan against the Chinese mainland. As a result, he was relieved of his
               command on 11 April, and Ridgway took over.
            

            
            After retirement, MacArthur continued to blame those he believed had prevented him
               from winning the war in Korea. In South Korea, he is remembered as the savior of the
               country, and a statue of him stands on Freedom Hill in Inchon. He has been the subject
               of two films dealing with Korea. MacArthur, released in 1977, starred Gregory Peck in the title role. It enjoyed modest success.
               Inchon, or Inchon!, appeared in 1982. It was backed by Unification Church money, with Sir Laurence Olivier as MacArthur. It proved a box office failure, and
               it was quickly withdrawn from circulation.
            

            
            See also CLARK, MARK WAYNE (1896–1984).
            

            
         

         
         	MANCHURIA

         
         	
            The Western name for the area that the Chinese call “the northeast,” made up now of the three Chinese provinces of Heilongjiang,
               Jilin, and Liaoning; the name is not used in China. The area was the original home
               of the Manzhou people (Manchu in the older Wade–Giles romanization), who established
               the Qing dynasty in China in 1644. The name Manchuria has become associated with the
               Japanese puppet state of Manzhouguo (Manchukuo in Wade–Giles romanization), which existed
               from 1932 to 1945. There have been sizable Korean communities in parts of the area
               since the late 19th century from all parts of the peninsula, and it was a major center
               of Korean guerrilla activity against the Japanese in the 1930s. Kim Il Sung’s family lived there from time to time from about 1916 to the early 1930s. It was
               also an important staging area for Chinese forces moving into Korea during the Korean War (1950–1953). Today, much of the foreign trade of North Korea passes through the area. Since the early 1990s, and with the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and South Korea, South Korean economic and other links with the area
               have developed, while it continues to play an important role for North Korea.
            

            
            See also YANBIAN KOREAN AUTONOMOUS REGION.
            

            
         

         
         	MARINE CORPS

         
         	
            Established in April 1949 as part of the national defense forces and patterned after the U.S. Marines, the South Korean Marine Corps played a crucial role in Inchon landing during the Korean War. The corps was also important during the military revolution of 16 May 1961. The Supreme Council for National Reconstruction, which was established after this coup, included a number of Marine Corps senior
               officers. In October 1973, the Corps was disbanded and incorporated into the South
               Korean navy, but in November 1987, the Marine Corps regained its former status as
               a separate entity.
            

            
            See also CHONG PYON-KUK (1958–); KIM, RICHARD E. (1932–2009).
            

            
         

         
         	MASAN

         
         	
            A major industrial and port city in South Kyongsang Province, originally opened for
               foreign trade in 1899, but closed in 1908 because it was close to a fortified naval
               zone. It was reopened as a port in 1967 and developed thereafter as the South Korean
               economy began to take off. In April 1960, the death of a student from the Commercial High
               School sparked demonstrations and rioting that spread to other parts of the country
               and eventually led to the overthrow of the Rhee Syngman government. It was again the scene of protests in 1979 in support of striking workers
               in Seoul. Apparently a heated debate over how to handle the situation in Masan led to the
               quarrel in October 1979 in which President Park Chung-hee was assassinated.
            

            
            In 2009, the city council approved a motion to merge with the neighboring cities of
               Chinhae and Changwon. This merger came into effect in 2010, creating Unified Changwon City, with a population of 1.08 million.
            

            
         

         
         	M*A*S*H

         
         	
            Strictly speaking, the initials “MASH” refer to a mobile army surgical hospital, a
               concept developed during the Korean War to handle wounded personnel quickly so that they could be moved away from the combat
               area to hospitals in the rear. It is credited with saving many lives.
            

            
            For many in the West, however, the initials are more readily associated with a movie,
               M*A*S*H, produced in 1970, and a television series that derived from it, both developed from
               a novel by Richard Hooker. The television series ran from 1972 to 1983 and enjoyed
               huge popularity. It is regularly rerun. In theory set during the Korean War, in reality
               it portrayed attitudes that were more typical of the Vietnam War and the antiwar sentiment that developed around that conflict. Yet for many, M*A*S*H is the Korean War.
            

            
            See also CINEMA.
            

            
         

         
         	“MASSACRES OF THE MASS MEDIA”

         
         	
            In October–November 1980, under pressure exerted by the Defense Security Command, the Special Committee for National Security Measures forced the publishers of newspapers and magazines to dismiss 298 journalists and bring about the “voluntary resignation” of 635 others who were deemed to have
               defied the ruling party and the government. They were also forced to accept a series
               of compulsory closures and mergers.
            

            
            Part of the Dong-A Ilbo group was taken over by the Kyunghyang Sinmun. The measures also affected broadcasting. The government-run Korean Broadcasting System (KBS) radio and TV absorbed the Tongyang
               and the Dong-A radio-TV broadcasting systems as well as three others, leaving only
               two (KBS and the Munwha Broadcasting Corporation) radio-TV broadcasting systems and
               one (Christian) radio broadcasting system in operation. Several local newspapers were either abolished
               or forced to merge with other progovernment presses. The two national news agencies,
               Hapdong News Agency and Orient Press, were merged to form Yonhap News Agency.
            

            
            See also CENSORSHIP; DECONTROL OF PUBLISHING; KIM SANG-MAN (1910–1994); PARK KWON-SANG (1929–2014).
            

            
         

         
         	MASSES PARTY

         
         	
            In May 1965, the Democratic Party of Pak Sun-chon and the Civil Rule Party merged, forming the Masses Party, Minjungdang in Korean. This new party played a key role in the opposition. In February 1967, the
               Masses Party united with the New Korea Party (1) to form the New Democratic Party, with Yu Chin-o as its president.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	MASSES (PEOPLE’S) PARTY

         
         	
            This left-of-center party, Minjungdang in Korean, was formed in November 1990 with Yi Wu-jae as its leader. It was organized
               by former members of the Committee to Promote a Democratic Coalition who refused to become associated with the regionally based Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD) of Kim Dae-jung when the leaders of the committee advocated its merger with the PPD. The party did
               not last long.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	MCCUNE FAMILY

         
         	
            The history of the McCune family, whose contacts with Korea date from 1905, provides
               an informative insight into the way interest in Korea and things Korean has gripped
               many foreigners over the last 150 years. Like many others, the McCunes began as a
               missionary family from the United States. The patriarch was George Shannon McCune (1873–1941). He was from Pennsylvania and
               taught for two years at a middle school in Parkville, Missouri. He met his wife, Helen
               Bailey McFee (1872–1952), in Parkville, where he also attended university. He then took a master’s degree in theology at Missouri University. After he was
               ordained a Presbyterian minister, the couple left for Korea in 1905. They were sent
               to Pyongyang, a strong Presbyterian bastion with numerous churches, schools, and other religious
               establishments. As well as studying Korean, George taught in various schools in the
               city before moving to Sunchon, where he became head of the Songsil Middle School.
               Although he seems to have encouraged his students to accept the Japanese takeover of Korea, the Japanese authorities began to regard him as anti-Japanese.
               He was under suspicion at the time of the 1911 conspiracy trial but was neither detained
               nor charged. As the trial got under way, he drew attention to the defects in the evidence,
               as did other missionaries. Subsequently, Japanese suspicions would swirl around McCune,
               especially at the time of the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in 1919. Japanese pressure and the illness of his eldest son, George McAfee McCune
               (1908–1948), led him to leave Korea for the United States in 1921.
            

            
             Between 1921 and 1928, McCune was president of Huron College, a Presbyterian foundation
               in South Dakota. His son George attended Huron at the same time. In 1928, the elder
               McCune returned to Korea, resuming his role at Songsil school, while also becoming
               principal of Songsil Vocational College. The Japanese authorities continued to view
               him with suspicion, a situation that grew worse as Japan became more and more militarized
               in the 1930s. A crisis arose over the question of attendance at Shinto shrines. To
               many Christians, Shinto was not just a question of state ceremonies but a religion. Refusing to take
               part brought them into conflict with the Japanese. As a result, McCune’s qualification
               to teach and to run a school was withdrawn in 1935. A police guard stood outside his
               house, and he was followed. In 1936, he left Korea and retired to Parkville. There
               he spoke out against Japanese behavior in Korea, until his death in 1941. His wife
               continued to live in Parkville until her own death in 1952.
            

            
             The McCunes had four children, two boys and two girls. All four were born in Korea
               and received their elementary education in Korea, then went to the United States to
               continue their studies. The eldest, George, who had accompanied his father to the
               United States in 1921, suffered from a weak heart as a result of rheumatic fever when
               a child. After a brief spell at Huron College, he moved to Rutgers University, then
               to the Presbyterian-associated Occidental College in Los Angeles, from which he graduated
               in 1930. He then returned to Korea, teaching at Union Christian College in Pyongyang
               and running a small business on the side. While in Pyongyang, he met Evelyn Margaret
               Becker (1907–2012). She was the daughter of another missionary, Arthur Becker (1879–1961),
               and his wife, Louise Ann Smith (1888–1961), and was then teaching at Seoul Foreign
               School. Arthur Becker was one of the founders of Chosen Christian College, which later
               became Yonsei University.
            

            
             George McCune returned to Occidental College to complete his master’s degree, then
               moved to the University of California to begin doctoral studies in 1935. A scholarship
               took him back to Seoul to work on the royal archives. Intending to go to China, he found himself trapped in Korea because of the war in China in 1939. He was also
               frustrated by the lack of a standardized way of transliterating Korean. He worked
               together with another American scholar, Edwin Reischauer, and a group of Korean linguists
               to produce the McCune–Reischauer system of romanization, published in the Transactions of the Korea Branch, Royal Asiatic Society. Among most scholars of Korea, this became the standard form of romanization until
               the 2000s. George McCune received his PhD in 1941; his thesis, never published, was
               about Korean relations with China and Japan to 1864.
            

            
            From 1939 to 1946, he was formally attached to Occidental College, teaching Korean
               language, but he spent the war years working for the Office of Strategic Services, the precursor
               of the Central Intelligence Agency, and later in the State Department. He produced
               little academic work during this period but did establish a reputation as a major
               scholar of things Korean and as the State Department’s foremost authority on Korea.
               After the war, following a period of recuperation in Los Angles, he joined the department
               of history at Berkeley, first as a lecturer and later as a professor. As well as producing
               a series of articles and journal papers, he was on the editorial board of the Far Eastern Quarterly (since 1956, the Journal of Asian Studies), and worked to develop a Korean language program. He was also working on two books,
               Korea Today and a collection of documents on early Korean–U.S. relations, but died in November
               1948 before they were completed. His wife, Evelyn, who had worked with him on parts
               of Korea Today, and one of his graduate students completed that book, and it appeared in 1950. The
               collection of diplomatic documents, completed by John A. Harrison, appeared in 1951.
            

            
            Evelyn McCune, George’s widow, was a scholar of Korea in her own right. She had contributed
               to several of her husband’s writings and received a master’s degree in Korean studies
               at Berkeley in 1950. During World War II, she was a teacher but also did work on Korea
               for the Far Eastern Section of the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Treasures
               in War Areas. She also was a technical assistant with the U.S. Army Map Service. During
               the Korean War, she returned to South Korea and again worked on saving cultural properties in 1951–1952.
               She then headed the Korean unit in the Library of Congress. This included work in
               Korea again, looking at the effects of the war on libraries and art collections. She
               subsequently worked for the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency. In the early 1960s, she worked on North Korea in the bureau of intelligence and
               research in the State Department. All through these years, she taught at the university
               level, including from 1956 to 1978 at Diablo Valley College in Pleasant Hill, California,
               and wrote books and articles. Her writings were mostly about Korean art and included
               a major study of the subject, The Arts of Korea, which appeared in 1962.
            

            
            The younger McCune son, Shannon Boyd-Bailey McCune (1913–1993), was also a Korean
               scholar. His field was geography, in which he received his PhD in 1939 from Clark
               University in Worcester, Massachusetts. During World War II, he worked for the U.S.
               government. This included a period as a foreign economic administrator in India, Ceylon
               (now Sri Lanka), and China, for which he received the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
               and with the Joint Chiefs of Staff’s Joint Intelligence Staff. He then taught at Ohio
               State University before moving to head the geography department at Colgate University
               in Hamilton, New York. He remained there from 1947 to 1955, taking a leave of absence
               to serve with the Economic Cooperation Administration from 1950 to 1951, including
               time spent in Indonesia. After leaving Colgate, he moved to the University of Massachusetts
               at Amherst as provost. From 1961, McCune was director of education for UNESCO in France. Between 1962 and 1964, he was the first civilian administrator of the Ryukyu Islands,
               then under U.S. control. After that he spent two years as president of the University
               of Vermont, leaving in 1966 for an extended research trip to Asia. After his return,
               he became professor of geography at the University of Florida, Gainesville, a post
               he held until his retirement.
            

            
            Shannon McCune’s interests spread well beyond Korea, but he produced an impressive
               volume of publications on the peninsula. They included over 120 papers and articles
               and three books: Korea’s Heritage: A Regional & Social Geography, published in 1956; Korea: Land of Broken Calm, in 1966; and a collection of his shorter writings, Views of the Geography of Korea 1935–1960, in 1980.
            

            
            See also ADAMS, EDWARD B. (1934–); ECKARDT, ANDREAS (1884–1974); HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949); MOFFETT, SAMUEL AUSTIN (1864–1939); SCHOFIELD, FRANK (1889–1970); UNDERWOOD FAMILY.
            

            
         

         
         	MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION (MAC)

         
         	
            The Military Armistice Commission owes its origins to the Korean Armistice Agreement signed on 27 July 1953, which ended the Korean War. It was to be composed of 10 officers, 5 from North Korea and China and 5 from the United Nations Command (UNC), of which 3 on each side should be of general rank. Its remit was to deal with
               issues related to violations of the neutrality of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) or the territorial rights of North and South Korea by another party.
            

            
            
               Armistice Commission, Panmunjom General Officers’ Meeting, 1990s.

                   Courtesy of Brigadier Colin Parr, former defense attaché, British embassy

               

            

            A conference building for the MAC was erected at Panmunjom, where the armistice had been signed, and was designated as a free zone. The conference
               building straddles the military demarcation line. On a table covered with green cloth in the center of the conference room, a microphone
               cable marks the border. The MAC was a joint organization with no chair, supported
               by a secretariat and 10 joint observer teams.
            

            
            During the Cultural Revolution in China (1966–1976), the Chinese representatives withdrew;
               they returned in the 1970s. Until 1991, the UNC head had always been a U.S. officer,
               but in March 1991, the UN side appointed a South Korean general to the post. The communist
               side refused to recognize the change, charging that South Korea had no right to represent
               the UNC because it had not signed the Armistice Agreement. As a result of this move,
               the 460th meeting, due on 29 May 1992, failed to materialize.
            

            
            In 1994, the North Korean side announced that it was withdrawing from the MAC and
               persuaded the Chinese to make a similar announcement. However, in June 1998, the North
               Koreans agreed to resume general officer-level meetings at Panmunjom, provided that
               a U.S. officer headed the UNC side. The full MAC has not met since 1991.
            

            
         

         
         	MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE

         
         	
            The boundary between the opposing forces drawn up along the line of actual control
               when the Korean Armistice Agreement was signed on 27 July 1953, ending the Korean War. The 240 km (150 mile) line runs a course from sea to sea. The 2.4 km (1.5 mile)
               wide Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) was established on each side of the line, and the small hamlet named Panmunjom on the line, where the armistice negotiations took place after being moved from Kaesong, was designated as a “truce village.”
            

            
            The Armistice Agreement made no mention of a boundary at sea. On the east coast, the
               line is simply projected out into the East Sea/Sea of Japan, which has caused a few problems. On the west coast, however, soon after the armistice
               the United Nations Command unilaterally introduced a maritime division line, which became known as the “Northern
               Limit Line,” which ran north of the logical extension of the MDL. This was designed
               to secure important fishing grounds for South Korean fishermen and to ease access
               to South Korean–controlled islands. Although such an extension had no legal force
               and is rejected by North Korea, South Korea has insisted that this is a legal boundary. There have been frequent
               clashes between the South and North Korean navies in the area, especially during the
               crab-fishing season in May–June.
            

            
            See also TERRITORIAL DISPUTES.
            

            
         

         
         	MILITARY REVOLUTION OF 16 MAY 1961

         
         	
            As early as February 1960, young army officers, under the leadership of Major General
               Park Chung-hee, then logistic base commander in Pusan, formulated a plan to carry out a coup d’état against the government of President
               Rhee Syngman. This group included Major General Yi Chu-il, chief of staff of the Second Army;
               Major General Kim Tong-ha, commander of the Marine Corps; Lieutenant Colonel Kim Chong-chol, commander of the 33rd Anti-Aircraft Artillery
               Battalion; and Lieutenant Colonel Kim Jong-pil of the Army Headquarters G-2. They planned the coup for 8 May 1960, three days after
               the scheduled departure of army chief of staff General Song Yo-chan for a visit to the United States.
            

            
            The plan adopted by this disgruntled and rebellious group, which was dominated by
               the eighth graduating class (1949) of the Korean Military Academy, included the following demands:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  punishment of top military officers who collaborated with the Liberal Party in rigging
                     the 1960 presidential elections,
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  punishment of military officers who amassed wealth illegally,

                  
               

               
               	
                  elimination of incompetent and corrupt commanders,

                  
               

               
               	
                  establishment of political neutrality of the armed forces and elimination of factionalism
                     within the armed forces, and
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  improvement of treatment for military servicemen.

                  
               

               
            

            
            The planners claimed to be particularly unhappy with three things: politicization
               of the armed forces, particularly the army; incompetent generals who occupied top
               army posts and blocked the advancement of younger army officers (mostly of the rank
               of colonel); and corrupt and illegal means by which these top-ranking army generals
               enriched themselves. Of these issues, it was perhaps the promotion blockage that was
               the biggest grievance.
            

            
            The April 1960 student uprising interrupted their plan. After the fall of the First Republic, the group decided to
               wait and see how the new president, Yun Po-son, and the Chang Myon administration would handle domestic problems, including the problem that existed
               within the national defense forces. They were disappointed, although they were able to pressure army chief of staff
               General Song to resign in May 1960, as well as obtaining the resignation of his replacement,
               Lieutenant General Choe Yong-hui. The appointment of Lieutenant General Chang To-yong in early 1961 as army chief of staff did not fully satisfy the core group, whose number
               had grown to 250 officers. The planners succeeded in securing the pledge of many commanders
               of various units of the army, as well as those of the Marine Corps, before they launched
               the revolution.
            

            
            In the predawn hours of 16 May 1961, 1,600 troops, spearheaded by the marines, struck
               and seized key government buildings, banks, the metropolitan police headquarters, and communications centers. Some 2,000 more troops entered the city,
               putting Seoul under siege. On 16 May, the Military Revolutionary Committee (MRC), quickly formed
               from a handful of generals, declared martial law, along with a daily curfew from 1900 to 0500. It froze all bank accounts, closed airports and harbors, placed
               the media under strict censorship, and forbade assembly. At the same time, it dissolved both houses of the National Assembly as well as provincial councils.
            

            
            Although both President Yun and General Chang To-yong were urged by the United States
               to launch a counterrevolution in cooperation with U.S. troops, they did not wish to
               bring about possible large-scale bloodshed by doing so, for they believed that many
               army commanders were behind the revolution. They were also keenly aware of the ever-present
               threat from North Korea. Moreover, it was the opinion of President Yun that although a military takeover
               was not desirable, it was perhaps inevitable in view of the domestic situation. Had
               they followed U.S. advice, a civil war may have resulted. General Yi Han-lim, commander
               of the First Army Corps, which was stationed near Seoul, could have mobilized at least
               three divisions under his command against the revolutionaries, but he did not, although
               he himself was not a member of the core group. In the late afternoon of 17 May, his
               headquarters announced that Yi supported the coup.
            

            
            The plotters succeeded in persuading President Yun to remain in office, and he approved
               the declaration of martial law. At the same time, they persuaded General Chang to
               join and lead the revolution. Chang, with the idea of controlling and leading the
               revolutionaries so as to preserve the constitutional system, accepted the chairmanship
               of the Military Revolutionary Committee on 18 May. That same day, Premier Chang returned
               to Seoul from his hiding place and held his last cabinet meeting, submitting the resignation
               of cabinet members en masse, ending the Second Republic. Also on 18 May, the MRC issued
               six pledges of military revolution.
            

            
            Efforts made by General Chang brought about U.S. recognition on 19 May that the military
               takeover was a fait accompli. Following this, on 6 June, the revolutionaries promulgated
               the Law Concerning Extraordinary Measures for National Reconstruction, and the next day they renamed the MRC the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction (SCNR), which would be the nation’s supreme governing organ. All administrative, judicial,
               and legislative functions were now in the hands of the 30-member SCNR. It appointed
               the head of the cabinet (prime minister), who in turn appointed cabinet members with
               the approval of the SCNR. The judicial branch was also placed under the control of the members of the SCNR, as were the
               armed forces. The SCNR functioned as a legislative organ as well. Thus the era of
               junta rule began.
            

            
         

         
         	MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE

         
         	
            See SUPREME COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION.
            

            
         

         
         	MILLENNIUM DEMOCRATIC PARTY (MDP)

         
         	
            In 1999, Kim Dae-jung’s party, the National Congress for New Politics, renamed itself the Millennium Democratic Party. Its formal Korean name was Saechonyonmin-judang, but most Koreans referred to it as the Minjudang or Democratic Party, thus emphasizing the continuation of the opposition tradition. The party selected
               Roh Moo-hyun as its candidate in the 2002 presidential elections, in which he beat Lee Hoi-chang. In fall 2003, the MDP split and thus ceased to be the official ruling party.
            

            
            See also KIM HAN-GIL (1953–); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; URI PARTY.
            

            
         

         
         	MILLER, CARL FERRIS (1921–2002)

         
         	
            Ferris Miller (he did not use the name Carl) was born in Pittston, Pennsylvania, in
               the United States. He trained as a Japanese interpreter during World War II and was then a naval intelligence officer. He joined
               the U.S. government’s Economic Administration Agency and was posted to Seoul in 1949. This was the beginning of his lifelong involvement with South Korea. Briefly
               evacuated to Japan at the outbreak of the Korean War, he was back in Seoul in 1951 and remained there for the rest of his life. In 1953,
               he joined the Bank of Korea, where he worked until the 1980s. He then spent some time working in various financial
               institutions.
            

            
            Outside work, he was an active member of the Korea Branch, Royal Asiatic Society, serving on its council on several occasions. But his greatest interest was the arboretum
               that he developed at Chollipo in South Chungchong Province. He made his first purchase
               of land in the area in 1962 but only began to develop the area systematically in the
               1970s, when he started to move traditional-style houses from Seoul. He gradually acquired
               more land and began planting trees. Hollies were his special interest, and there are
               now 400 different types of holly at Chollipo, as well as 450 specimens of magnolia.
               The arboretum has hosted international seminars on both plants. Miller adopted a number
               of Koreans, some of whom lived at the arboretum. He also maintained a house there
               and was a generous host to Koreans and non-Koreans alike.
            

            
            He eventually became a naturalized Korean citizen and took the Korean name Min Byung-gal.
               Another of his passions was bridge, which he regularly played as part of the Korean
               international team.
            

            
         

         
         	MINJOK ILBO CASE
         

         
         	
            Two days after Major General Park Chung-hee led the military revolution of 16 May 1961, the publisher and staff of a small newspaper, the Minjok Ilbo (People’s daily), were arrested and charged with running a pro–North Korean publication. The newspaper had been founded in January 1961 by Cho Yong-su (1930–1961),
               who came from a wealthy and politically active family. He was educated at Meiji University in Japan and had only just returned to Korea when he founded the newspaper. He and other staff
               members went on trial in August. Cho was sentenced to death, and the others received
               jail sentences. They had no defense lawyers and were convicted under a law that was
               not on the statute books at the time of their alleged offenses. An appeal was rejected—one
               of the appeal judges was the later conservative leader Lee Hoi-chang—and Cho was executed in December 1961.
            

            
            In 2006, his younger brother, Cho Yong-jun, raised the issue of the trial with the
               Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea, which eventually recommended a retrial in Cho’s case. In January 2008, the Seoul
               district court overturned the 1961 verdict on a number of grounds. Rather than being
               pro–North Korean, the Minjok Ilbo was relatively neutral and had not advocated pro-North policies. The original charges
               claimed that a man called Lee Yong-gun, who was said to be a member of the pro–North
               Korean Chongryn (Chosen soren) in Japan, had provided funds for the newspaper, yet Lee had later been decorated
               by the South Korean government for his services to the Korean community in Japan.
               In September 2010, the Seoul High Court overturned the prison sentence given to one
               of Cho’s codefendants, Yang Su-jong.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM.
            

            
         

         
         	MINJUNG (PEOPLE’S) MOVEMENT
         

         
         	
            Minjung was the name of an informal movement whose roots can be traced back to the Japanese colonial period, but which became prominent in the 1970s and 1980s. It is usually
               translated as “people” or “common people,” but it was a much wider phenomenon than
               these terms imply. It was a mix of nationalism, pride in being Korean, Marxism, support
               for North Korea’s ideology, and Roman Catholic liberation theology. It traced many of South Korea’s
               problems to the decision to divide the peninsula in 1945, which it blamed solely on
               the United States. It also blamed the United States for what it claimed was its support of right-wing
               and military governments after 1948. Its primary supporters were the activists of
               the student movement, but there was tacit and sometimes explicit support from a much wider range of people,
               including Roman Catholic clergy, followers of indigenous religions, and workers. It also had artistic strands, including literature and music, again with the emphasis on “Koreanness.” At its most extreme, minjung followers rejected all things Western, although few went that far. Minjung has not disappeared, but the development of South Korean democracy from 1987 onward,
               the evidence of what life was really like in North Korea that emerged during the famine
               years of the 1990s, and the marked decline in student activism since roughly 1997
               have made it a much less potent movement than in the past.
            

            
         

         
         	MOFFETT, SAMUEL AUSTIN (1864–1939)

         
         	
            Samuel Moffett played a major role in the establishment of the Korean Presbyterian
               Church, now the largest Christian group in South Korea. Born in Madison, Indiana, he attended Hanover College and then
               the McCormick Theological College in Chicago. Moffett arrived in Korea in 1890, joining
               Horace G. Underwood, who had been there since 1885. Moffett went to Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea, and spent most of his missionary life there. He
               began training courses for potential Korean catechists, which eventually became the
               Pyongyang Presbyterian Seminary, a bastion of Christian fundamentalism. By the time
               of the establishment of the Japanese Protectorate over Korea in 1905, Pyongyang was a major center for Protestantism in
               East Asia, becoming known informally as “the Jerusalem of the East.” Moffett became
               president of the seminary in 1907. That same year, he became moderator of the United
               Presbyterian Mission, which brought together the hitherto separate U.S. Northern and
               Southern Presbyterian missions, and the Australian and Canadian missions. The ultimate aim was that Koreans would take over the organization
               sooner rather than later. Around the same time, a huge “revival” movement swept through
               Protestant groups, beginning in Pyongyang, reinforcing the “Jerusalem” idea. Moffett
               was prominent in supporting Christians accused in 1911 of plotting against the Japanese,
               publicizing the case internationally. Moffett remained in Korea until 1936. He was
               often critical of Japanese policies, especially those that attempted to force religious
               schools to abandon religious teaching. He also strongly opposed the pressure to take
               part in Shinto ceremonies. In 1936, he retired to the United States, where he died in 1939. Three of his sons were missionaries in Korea after the Korean War. One son, Samuel Hugh Moffett (1916–2015), born in Pyongyang and a missionary between
               1955 and 1981, later a professor at Princeton University Theological College, wrote accounts of Christianity in Korea and in Asia more generally.
            

            
            See also ADAMS, EDWARD B. (1934–); HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949); SCHOFIELD, FRANK (1889–1970).
            

            
         

         
         	MOKPO

         
         	
            A city in the southwestern part of South Cholla Province, Mokpo was the hometown of
               former president Kim Dae-jung. In the 16th century, it was a base against the Japanese in the Imjin Wars (1592–1597). In 1897, it became a treaty port, open to foreign trade. Because it occupied a midway position between China and Japan, it developed as an important port in the Japanese colonial period and had
               a large Japanese settlement. In the 1940s, it suffered something of a decline. The
               Japanese withdrew after 1945, and the establishment of the People’s Republic of China
               in 1949 cut off its trading links to China. These were not to be renewed until the
               1990s.
            

            
            Although Mokpo became a city in 1949, it languished, especially after the military revolution of 16 May 1961. The Cholla region was discriminated against under Park Chung-hee and his successors, and the economic developments of those years made little impact on the region. Mokpo, like all of the
               Cholla area, supported Kim Dae-jung and the opposition and suffered accordingly. Its
               fortunes improved after Kim Dae-jung became president in 1998. A number of colleges
               and universities now operate in Mokpo, most owing their origins to former training institutions. Since
               2004, it has been the terminus of a high-speed train service that links it to Seoul, the capital. It shares an airport, 22 km (13.12 miles) away, with Kwangju. It is also an important ferry center, with links to the many islands that lie off
               this part of the mainland. It has several local media outlets, including the Christian Far Eastern Broadcasting Corporation. Its population (2019) is about 268,000.
            

            
         

         
         	MONGOLIA, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            During the Chinese Qing dynasty (1644–1911), Mongolia was under Chinese imperial administration. Following
               the Chinese 1911 revolution, it asserted its independence from China, but tended to
               have a close relationship with Russia. With the establishment of the Mongolian People’s Republic in 1924, Mongolia’s policies
               followed closely those of the Soviet Union. It was the second country to establish
               diplomatic relations with North Korea on 15 October 1948. Like other Soviet allies, it played no direct part in the Korean War (1950–1953) but provided economic assistance during the conflict and afterward. The
               ideological split that developed between the Soviet Union and China in the late 1950s
               was awkward for Mongolia, but with a long-standing fear of Chinese designs on the
               country, it was natural that it should continue to side with the Soviet Union. Since
               North Korea tended more toward support for China, this led to a worsening of relations
               between it and Mongolia. Their relationship began to improve as the two major communist
               powers moved toward rapprochement in the 1980s. A Mongolian–North Korea treaty of
               friendship and cooperation was signed in 1986, and the DPRK leader, Kim Il Sung, visited in 1988.
            

            
             After the fall of the Soviet Union and as the DPRK’s economy collapsed in the early 1990s, Mongolia’s involvement and interest in that country
               waned. It established diplomatic relations with South Korea in 1990, ignoring North
               Korean objections. The 1986 treaty was canceled in 1995, and North Korean diplomats
               were expelled for allegedly trying to pass fake U.S. $100 bills. Relations further deteriorated following the visit to Mongolia in 1999
               of then South Korean president Kim Dae-jung. North Korea closed its embassy, ostensibly on financial grounds. As the extent of
               the DPRK famine became known after 1994, Mongolia sent food aid. High-level visits resumed. Economic
               relations also improved, with Mongolian tobacco becoming a major export. Mongolia’s
               small population meant that it sought means of supplementing its workforce. To this
               end, North Korean workers went to Mongolia. According to a report in the South China Morning Post in December 2017, they reached a maximum of 2,123 in 201. As international sanctions tightened at the end of 2017, the Mongolian government said all the remaining 1,190
               workers would leave by the end of the year, and there would be no new contracts. As
               a landlocked country, Mongolia would like to see economic and transportation links develop between the two Koreas that would enable its trade links to develop.
               It has thus welcomed the so far abortive attempts to develop the Tumen River area,
               in which it and the two Koreas were involved from the 1980s onward.
            

            
             Mongolia has become a staging post for North Korean defectors since the years of the famine. Their presence has attracted less international attention
               than those in China, probably because the Mongolian government allows them to stay
               unmolested while they seek the means of onward travel. The Mongolian government has
               denied reports that it would allow South Korea to set up a holding camp for defectors.
               It also hosted a meeting between Japanese abductees taken to North Korea in the 1970s and 1980s and their families in 2014.
               Mongolia is regularly mentioned as a possible “honest broker” between the two Koreas
               because of its political and economic links with both. The same idea has also surfaced
               in the context of concerns about the North Korean nuclear program, given Mongolia’s proclaimed nonnuclear status. In this context, Mongolia has hosted
               several meetings between officials from North Korea and the United States over the years, as well as between academic experts. The Mongolian government has
               indicated that it is willing to play a greater role.
            

            
         

         
         	MOON CHANG-KEUK (1949–)

         
         	
            Until 2014, Moon Chang-keuk’s career had been entirely connected with journalism. He was born in North Chungchong Province just after his family had fled from North Korea. He took a degree in journalism at Seoul National University (SNU) and after graduating in 1975 joined the JoongAng Ilbo, a conservative daily owned by the Samsung Group. He served as the paper’s correspondent in the United States, returning to be the political editor and later editor in chief. He was also active in journalists’ associations
               such as the Kwanhun Club and the News Editors’ Association. Following his retirement
               from the JoongAng in 2012, he took a post as a visiting professor in communications at SNU.
            

            
            In 2013, Moon was appointed director of the foundation established to honor former
               president Park Chung-hee, whose daughter, Park Geun-hye, was elected president in December 2013. Moon, who had no experience in government,
               was seen as a somewhat surprising choice for prime minister when he was nominated
               on 13 June 2014 in the reshuffle that she carried out in the wake of the April 2014
               Sewol incident, the country’s worst-ever ferry disaster. The first choice to replace Jung Hong-won, who had resigned in April to take responsibility for the incident, had been the
               lawyer Ahn Dae-hee, who was forced to stand down when it was clear that his nomination would not be
               approved by the National Assembly.
            

            
            Moon proved an equally unfortunate choice. It was revealed that in various writings
               and speeches made while he was still a journalist, he had argued that the Japanese takeover of Korea in 1910 was “God’s will” or “God’s message” to Koreans since the
               country had failed to modernize. It was also “God’s will” that Korea had been divided
               in 1945 since this had prevented the spread of communism. And at a time when the issue
               of comfort women had again arisen between Japan and Korea, he had apparently said that South Koreans
               should stop blaming the Japanese over the issue. Unsurprisingly, all this caused much
               outrage, although some of his fellow conservative journalists argued that his words
               had been taken out of context. That response was unsatisfactory, and Moon withdrew
               on 24 June, saying that he had no wish to damage President Park. The president gave
               up at that point, and Jung Hong-won continued in office.
            

            
         

         
         	MOON CHUNG-IN (1951–)

         
         	
            A liberal academic, closely associated with President Kim Dae-jung and his “sunshine policy,” of which he remains a stout defender. Immediately after taking office in May 2017,
               President Moon Jae-in appointed him as special adviser on unification, foreign policy, and national security matters.
            

            
            Moon was born in Cheju. After taking his first degree in Chinese philosophy at Yonsei University in Seoul, he went to the United States for graduate study, obtaining a PhD in political science from the University of Maryland.
               He taught at Williams College in Massachusetts and at the University of Kentucky before
               returning to Yonsei as professor of political science in 1994. From 1997 to 1999,
               he was director of Yonsei’s Center for International Studies, and from 2000 to 2002,
               dean of the graduate school of international studies. He finally retired from Yonsei
               in 2016. While continuing his academic work, Moon was helping to craft the sunshine
               policy, Kim Dae-jung’s attempt to engage North Korea and to move away from the sterile policy of confrontation. He accompanied Kim to the
               June 2000 North–South Summit in Pyongyang and continued to advise him in the face of the increasingly hostile approach of the
               U.S. government under President George W. Bush. Under Kim Dae-jung’s successor, Roh Moo-hyun, Moon’s influence continued. He accompanied Roh’s high-level delegation to the United
               States in 2003 and became chair of the Presidential Commission on Northeast Asian
               Cooperation, a cabinet-level post. He was also appointed ambassador for international
               security in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. When Roh went to Pyongyang
               for the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit, Moon was again a member of the delegation. However, with the election of Lee Myung-bak as president in 2007, the engagement policy was soon being reversed. Though Moon lost
               his government positions, he remained an active advocate for the policy, arguing the
               case in print and at lectures and seminars all over the world. This campaign included
               a book published in 2012, The Sunshine Policy: In Defense of Engagement as a Path to Peace in Korea. He remained out of favor under Lee Myung-bak’s successor from 2013, President Park Geun-hye. Since his appointment by her successor, Moon Jae-in, he has been a tireless supporter
               of better relations with the North, appearing at numerous conferences and seminars
               around the world, as well as engaging in contacts with governments.
            

            
            Moon is a prolific writer, having published 40 books and more than 250 papers in journals
               and edited volumes. He is also editor in chief of Global Asia, founded in 2005, a quarterly journal that “strives to promote peace, prosperity,
               security and sustainability in East Asia by creating an open and creative forum for
               the exchange of ideas.” He serves on many domestic and international bodies, including
               the Korea Foundation and the Club of Madrid. He continues to be much in demand at seminars and conferences,
               where his trenchant opinions, always politely expressed, are guaranteed to create
               debate.
            

            
         

         
         	MOON IK-HWAN (1918–1994)

         
         	
            Older brother of Moon Tong-hwan, Moon Ik-hwan was a Christian pastor, theologian, poet, and political activist. He was born and educated in the
               Korean enclave of Kando in Manchuria. He then entered Tokyo Theological College in Japan but was dismissed when he refused to join the Japanese army. He remained a pacifist
               all his life. He returned to Manchuria and entered theological college there. After
               end of the Pacific War, the family went to North Korea, then under Soviet occupation. As the atmosphere in the North became increasingly
               hostile to religion, they fled to the South in 1946. Moon studied at Hanshin University in Seoul, served briefly as an interpreter with the U.S. forces, and then went to the United States, attending Princeton Theological College. After his return to South Korea, he taught
               at Yonsei and Hanshin Universities. He also began Bible translation work. At the same
               time, he was becoming increasingly active against the government of Park Chung-hee. For this, he went to jail for the first time in 1976. It was not the last time,
               and in total he spent over 10 years in jail. Under Chun Doo-hwan, in 1986 he was charged with supporting student activists at Seoul National University.
               After his release, in 1989 he went to North Korea to discuss unification, an action
               in breach of the National Security Laws. This led to a five-year prison sentence. All along, he had continued his biblical
               studies, establishing a reputation as one of the country’s foremost experts in the
               field and as a major theologian. He also became an accomplished poet.
            

            
         

         
         	MOON JAE-IN (1951–)

         
         	
            President of South Korea since May 2017. Moon was born on Koje Island, although his family came from Hamhung in North Korea. He went to the local high school and then read law at Kyunghee University in Seoul. He was expelled from Kyunghee for antigovernment activities and, like other student activists, was conscripted into the South Korean Special Forces. (His brigade commander was
               the future president Chun Doo-hwan, and his battalion commander was Chang Se-dong, later Chun’s chief secretary.) Eventually, he returned to legal training, but his
               hope of becoming a judge was blocked by his dissident record. Instead, he became a
               lawyer working on human rights issues with Roh Moo-hyun. They not only worked together but became good friends, and when Roh stood for president
               in 2002, Moon was his campaign manager, becoming his chief secretary after the election.
               Moon handled Roh’s legal affairs, including the charges of corruption made after his
               presidency, and his estate after his death in 2009. He also became chair of the Roh
               Moo-hyun Foundation. As one of the main organizers behind the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit, he has been involved in the subsequent dispute over alleged missing documents. In
               2012, he won a seat in the National Assembly in the April elections. Later that year, he became the New Politics Alliance for
               Democracy (NPAD) candidate for the presidential election in December but narrowly
               lost to Park Geun-hye of the ruling Saenuri Party. In 2015–2016, he was leader of the Democratic Party, which had emerged from the NAPD. As opposition grew to Park Geun-hye during 2016,
               amid increasing speculation that she would be driven from office, Moon resigned as
               party leader to be able to contest the election.
            

            
            In the 2017 presidential election that followed Park’s impeachment in 2016, Moon stood
               again, this time successfully, with 41 percent of the vote. His administration began
               work immediately and was notable for a fresh approach, with younger and more progressive
               appointments. This caused him some difficulties, as there was opposition in the National
               Assembly to a number of the appointments. Since formal approval was not necessary
               in most cases, Moon stood his ground, and the appointments went ahead. He also pledged
               to revert to more progressive policies, similar to those followed under Presidents
               Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun. He promised action on unemployment, workers’ rights, and economic
               growth. He also attempted to reach out to North Korea, although making it clear that
               he wanted to see the end of the North Korean nuclear program. But pushed in a debate on social issues, he indicated that he did not wish to see
               any sweeping social changes such as same-sex marriage.
            

            
            At first, things seemed to go well. There was new labor legislation, reducing working hours, while 2017 saw impressive economic growth, which passed the 3 percent rate for the first time since 2014. Exports were
               up. Minimum wage rates increased. Measures were taken that began to shift power within
               the large conglomerates, the chaebol, from the family founders. The system of state control over history textbooks ended.
               Moon moved out of the presidential residence at the Blue House to more modest accommodation, promising that the Blue House would be a tourist destination.
               During his first overseas visit as president, to Washington, D.C., in June 2017, Moon
               seemed to handle successfully U.S. president Donald Trump, despite the latter’s increasingly hostile approach to North Korea, apparent belief
               that South Korea was exploiting the United States economically, and claim that South Korea was not paying enough to support U.S. forces
               in the country. The statement agreed at the summit rather glided over the economic
               relations but reaffirmed the alliance between the two countries and agreed to a “lock-step
               coordination program” toward the North, with Trump agreeing that South Korea would
               play the leading role in fostering an “environment for peaceful unification.” It even
               appeared to hint at a relaxation of sanctions.
            

            
            Moon’s popularity in the opinion polls was high, soaring to 80 percent at the end
               of his first year in office, as a result of his successful bid to engage the North,
               which had led to what would be the first of three summits and, eventually, to a North Korea–U.S. Summit. Such a high figure was not likely to last. After two years, the polls in May 2019
               showed a steep decline, to 45 percent. This was better than his predecessor’s rating
               at the same point in her presidency, but no better than Lee Myung-bak’s had been after two years. Economic problems were proving more intractable than
               expected. Shorter working hours seemed to be working in Seoul but not elsewhere. Youth
               unemployment refused to come down. Public sector workers staged a series of strikes.
               By January 2019, growth had dropped below 3 percent. Moon made changes in his economic
               team, but his magic seemed to have faded. Around the same time, doubts were raised
               about his clean image, as an opposition assemblyman raised questions about possible
               misuse of government funds by his daughter, Moon Da-hye (1983–), and her husband.
               These were dismissed as unfounded rumors, but given the past record of presidential
               families, it was not easy to stop them.
            

            
            Worst of all, Moon’s apparent success with North Korea began to fall apart. The second
               North Korea–U.S. Summit, in Hanoi in February 2019, appeared not to have gone well,
               with the two leaders parting without an agreement. This had a knock-on effect on North–South
               relations as it became clear that any real improvement in them was closely linked
               to the North’s desire to talk to the United States. Moon, who had been promised regular
               meetings with Kim Jong Un at their first 2018 meeting, found the North Koreans unwilling
               to resume the dialogue. A brief Trilateral Summit at Panmunjom, at Trump’s suggestion in June 2019, was not the positive dialogue for which Moon
               had hoped. He tried again on 15 August, Liberation Day, saying that he would work
               for unification by 2045 and calling for the resumption of the dialogue. The North’s response was negative,
               citing the military exercises with the United States then under way as proof that
               the South was not sincere. To make matters worse, Moon was dismissed as an “impudent
               guy, rare to be found.” As he moved into his third year as president, Moon had already
               begun to be seen as a lame duck in some quarters. This might change, especially if
               the North changed its stance, but it would not be easy.
            

            
            He is a Roman Catholic and was one of the founders of the Hankyoreh newspaper in 1988. Despite his closeness to Roh Tae-woo, he does not have the same
               easy approach. Former legal colleagues have described a conscientious, hard-working
               lawyer but not a charismatic figure. Moon himself said in March 2017, as the election
               to succeed Park Geun-hye got under way, “My best quality is that I am persistent.
               My worst is that I am no fun.”
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	MOON SUN-MYONG (1920–2012)

         
         	
            Moon was the charismatic founder of the Tongilgyo, or the Unification Church, one of South Korea’s new religions, popularly known as the “Moonies.” He was born in North Korea. At age 16, he claimed that he had been given a divine mission to reform Christianity; he would later claim to be the younger brother of Jesus Christ. His religious activities
               around Pyongyang led to his imprisonment in 1945. Released when the United Nations forces captured the city in 1950, he fled to South Korea.
            

            
            In 1954, he organized the Unification Church in the Pusan area, and by 1959 he was able to send the church’s first missionary overseas. Thereafter,
               the Unification Church’s main strength was overseas, and Moon moved to the United States in the 1970s, later leaving after being charged with tax evasion during the “Koreagate” affair. Moon was staunchly anticommunist and provided support for South Korea under
               President Park Chung-hee, but even in South Korea, there was concern over his church’s recruiting methods
               and business practices. Later South Korean presidents tended to keep Moon and the
               Unification Church at a distance, although sometimes using the church’s cultural groups,
               such as the Little Angels dance troupe, for formal entertainment. Despite his earlier
               anticommunism, Moon became a frequent visitor to North Korea during the 1990s, and
               the Unification Church developed a number of business interests there.
            

            
            Moon was known for conducting mass weddings of his followers, some of whom only met
               each other on the day of the ceremony. He and his wife, known to followers as the
               “True Parents,” seemed to live a somewhat luxurious life compared to their followers.
               Questions were asked from time to time about his sources of funds but were never completely
               answered. Some came from rich right-wing Japanese, and he had many contacts among conservative business circles in the United States.
               In 2008, he announced that he would hand over control of the church to one of his
               sons, Moon Hyung-jin, while others of his 10 children would be in charge of various
               parts of the enterprise. This caused disputes, and Moon may in fact have continued
               in a controlling role until his death from pneumonia in September 2012. His wife,
               Han Hak-ja, continued to play a role in the church after his death.
            

            
         

         
         	MOON TONG-HWAN (1921–2009)

         
         	
            Like his older brother, Moon Ik-hwan, Moon Tong-hwan was born in the Korean enclave of Kando in Manchuria. His early schooling was in Manchuria, which became the Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo (Manzhouguo) in 1932, and he then trained as a teacher in
               Tokyo. From there, he returned to Manchukuo as a schoolteacher. Like the rest of his
               family, he left in 1946, ending up in Seoul. There he attended Hanshin University. After the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, he worked for a time as an interpreter with the U.S. forces, then moved
               to the United States in 1951. He studied at Western Theological Seminary and Princeton Theological Seminary
               before moving to Hartford College in Connecticut, where he obtained a PhD in 1961,
               with the thesis “First Century Christ and Twentieth Century Korean Youth.”
            

            
             He then returned to South Korea, where he taught theology, as well as being prominent
               and active in the opposition to President Park Chung-hee. For this, he served almost two years in jail. After his release, he returned to
               Hanshin University, but after Chun Doo-hwan seized power in 1979 and eventually became president, Moon left for the United States.
               Although Chun was still president, Moon returned to Seoul in 1985 and again taught
               at Hanshin until his retirement the following year. Thereafter, he continued his political
               activism, partly through support for Minjung theology. In the changed atmosphere of the late 1980s, his friend, the long-term
               political activist and future president, Kim Dae-jung, persuaded him to stand for the National Assembly, to which he was elected in 1991. Moon only remained in this new field for three
               years. In 1991, he moved back to the United States, where his family remained, and
               resumed work as a Christian pastor. He returned to Seoul for his last years, where
               he died in March 2009. Among the mourners at his funeral was Prime Minister Lee Nak-yon, who had also become active in politics at the suggestion of Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
         

         
         	MOSCOW AGREEMENT

         
         	
            To deal with the postwar problems among the Allies, the foreign ministers of the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union (Russia) met in Moscow from 16 to 26 December 1945. Regarding Korea, they reached the agreement
               summarized here, which was made public on 28 December:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  To set up a provisional Korean democratic government.

                  
               

               
               	
                  In order to do so, a Joint United States–Soviet Commission drawn from the U.S. and
                     the Soviet occupation authorities in Korea would be established, and this commission,
                     in consultation with Korean democratic parties and social organizations, should establish
                     a provisional Korean government.
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  A four-power trusteeship of the United States, China, Great Britain, and the Soviet
                     Union should oversee Korean affairs for a period of up to five years following the
                     establishment of a Korean government and the national independence of Korea.
                  

                  
               

               
            

            
            When news of this agreement reached Korea, there was an outpouring of opposition from
               all political groups to the continued division of the peninsula and to the postponement of national
               independence. This made implementation of the agreement difficult, and in 1947 the
               United States handed the question of Korea over to the United Nations.
            

            
         

         
         	MOUNT KUMGANG TOURS

         
         	
            In 1998, the veteran South Korean economic leader Chung Ju-yung of the Hyundai Group reached an agreement with the North Korean authorities on tourist visits from South Korea to the Kumgang (Diamond) Mountains in North Korea. These mountains
               have long been famous for their natural beauty. Tours began in November 1998, and
               by November 1999, 140,000 South Koreans had taken part.
            

            
            The tours continued despite clashes between the North and South Korean navies in the
               West Sea in June 1999 over the Northern Limit Line, and the detention for five days,
               also in June 1999, of a South Korean tourist. At the end of 1999, the tours were opened
               to some non-Korean participants. According to published statistics, the Hyundai Group
               lost over US$257 million in the first year of operation and continued to lose heavily
               thereafter. But it was widely believed that the South Korean government had tacitly
               underwritten the venture as a means of furthering the “sunshine policy” of President Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
            In the early days, visitors slept aboard the ship that brought them, but from 2000,
               additional facilities were erected for the tours, including hotel accommodations.
               These were funded and constructed by Hyundai. Tours by road, passing through the Demilitarized Zone, also became possible. Previously this had been impossible except for a few government
               officials, who could only cross at Panmunjom. But in July 2008, a woman tourist was shot and killed after she had apparently failed
               to answer a challenge by a North Korean sentry. The South Korean government under
               President Lee Myung-bak stopped the tours and demanded to be allowed to conduct an inquiry. The North expressed
               regret over the incident but refused the request for an inquiry. Although Hyundai
               made several attempts to have the tours restarted, the South Korean government continued
               to block them. Eventually, the North took over all the facilities, without compensation.
               They have been used in somewhat desultory fashion by the North’s own tourist organization.
               Since his election in May 2017, President Moon Jae-in has expressed the hope that the tours and the Kaesong Industrial Zone, closed under his predecessor, Park Geun-hye, might both reopen, but nothing has happened so far (August 2019).
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	MUCCIO, JOHN JOSEPH (1900–1989)

         
         	
            John Muccio was an Italian-born U.S. foreign service officer, who became the first U.S. ambassador to the Republic of Korea
               in March 1949. He served with the U.S. Army in World War I and then became a U.S.
               citizen. After graduating from Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, he joined the foreign service, with postings in Europe,
               East Asia, and Latin America. In August 1948, President Harry S. Truman appointed
               him special representative to the newly established Republic of Korea. The following
               March, he became ambassador. Despite disagreements, he apparently got on well with
               President Rhee Syngman even under the strains of wartime conditions. He favored the supply of military equipment
               to South Korea in early 1950 in light of the development of the North Korean armed forces. When the Korean War began on 25 June 1950, he tried to persuade Rhee to stay in Seoul and direct the fighting, but when Rhee and the government went south, Muccio was instructed
               to follow. He also oversaw the evacuation of all U.S. civilians and a number of other
               foreigners as the North Koreans advanced on Seoul. Muccio had the difficult task of
               trying to keep Rhee from sabotaging the negotiations for a cease-fire and suggested
               that plans should be made to remove him if necessary. He was instructed to draw up
               contingency plans for this purpose with the U.S. military, but they were never put
               into action.
            

            
            Muccio left Korea in November 1952. After postings as ambassador to Iceland and Guatemala,
               he retired in 1961, living in Washington, D.C., until his death.
            

            
            See also DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND RECOGNITION; FOREIGN POLICY; KIM, SUNG (1960–).
            

            
         

         
         	MURDER OF RIOT POLICE

         
         	
            On 3 May 1989, riot police invaded the campus of Dongui University in Pusan to break up a large and violent antigovernment student movement demonstration. The students trapped some of the police in a corridor and then doused
               them in flammable liquid, which they set on fire. Seven police officers died, and
               six others were badly burned. Seventy-one students were arrested, and in October 1989,
               one was sentenced to life imprisonment. Thirty others were given various prison terms.
               About half of them were released on suspended sentences. The incident proved to be
               a major setback for the student movement, which took some time to recover from public
               hostility toward such a use of violence.
            

            
         

         
         	MUSIC AND DANCE

         
         	
            Korean love of music is a long, well-established tradition, with musical instruments
               discovered indicating that it goes back to the very first inhabitants of the peninsula.
               Traditional music and dance owed much to neighboring countries, especially China, but Chinese writings from the Han dynasty, which overlapped with the Korean Three
               Kingdoms period, record a distinctive music coming from the Korean Peninsula. Like
               the exchanges of medicine that contributed to the development of Korean Oriental medicine, musical instruments also featured in the “tribute” missions exchanged between courts.
               Whatever the origins, Koreans modified what they learned and turned it into something
               that was uniquely Korean. The Japanese colonial period and the penetration of Western music overshadowed traditional music
               from the early part of the 20th century. It has since undergone a revival and now
               enjoys much popularity in South Korea and even further afield.
            

            
            It is also fortunate that as early as the first decade of the 20th century, efforts
               were made to record Korean music. In 1906, the Gramophone and Typewriter Company of
               Great Britain (later His Master’s Voice, and now part of EMI), which was engaged in a worldwide
               project to collect indigenous music, made a series of recordings in Korea. These were
               published by the U.S. affiliate of the company, the Victor Talking Machine Company,
               and constitute the earliest known collection of Korean music before it began to be
               influenced by the outside world apart from China.
            

            
            Court music, now once again performed in concerts and on some ceremonial occasions,
               is slow, stately, and tightly controlled; it is seen as representing the Confucian tradition, from which it derives. Folk music is livelier, more spontaneous in performance,
               and often very loud. It derives from the ritual music that accompanied the agricultural seasons and marked the stages of life. Regional variations are marked. What are now
               generally called “farmers’ dances,” accompanied by vibrant percussion instruments,
               have become very popular. During the heyday of the student movement, demonstrations were often accompanied by the loud drumbeats of this type of music.
               It has also proved highly popular abroad. Vocal music includes the distinctive style
               of pansori, in which a solo singer tells a story against a drum background. The singer takes
               all the roles in the story, switching styles to represent the different characters.
            

            
            Dance is also clearly an ancient tradition, with tomb pictures dating from ca. AD
               600 showing what appear to be formal performances for the court or high-ranking officials.
               Later, both Confucian and Buddhist traditions contributed to the development of Korean ritual dancing. Again, Chinese
               influence was strong, but Korea developed its own styles. Popular dancing, like popular
               music, tended to be less inhibited and formal and was often influenced by shamanistic performances.
            

            
            From about 1890, new forms of music came to Korea. Western military bands were probably
               among the first forms of such music heard in the country, but before long they were
               joined by Christian missionaries. Western hymns not only contributed to the development of religious music
               but also changed the way people sang secular songs. In dance, many new ideas came
               from Japan after 1910, including the introduction of Western ballet. The gramophone
               and broadcasting contributed to the spread of these new styles. Korean music did not disappear. As
               mentioned, the earliest recordings date from 1906, but there are recordings from the
               1920s of professional performers keeping alive older traditions. But with Japanese
               disdain of “old-fashioned” Korean ways and the desire to appear modern, it was a difficult
               struggle, and interest in traditional music declined. Koreans went to Japan or Europe
               to study music.
            

            
            After liberation, Western music continued to dominate in South Korea, now reinforced
               by the presence of the United States Army Military Government in Korea and then of United States troops in South Korea. Over the years, the U.S. presence would bring many new styles of music. Concertgoing
               became popular, and Korean Western-style orchestras were established. The National
               Ballet Company was founded in 1973. Music and dance became well established in universities, and many Korean children learned to play Western instruments.
            

            
            More recent is the development of K-pop, performed by girl or boy bands, and sometimes by mixed groups. This owes more to
               Western popular music than it does to Korean traditions, which has sometimes led more
               conservative Koreans to deny that it has anything to do with their country. Yet for
               many, it has come to symbolize the new Korea. Along with Korean cinema and other aspects of what is known as the Korean wave, it has brought knowledge of Korea to a whole new audience.
            

            
            Traditional music did not disappear, and indeed it began to revive in the 1960s. This
               was partly a result of the system of “Important Intangible Cultural Properties,” which
               derived from the concept of national treasures. Thereafter, individual performers received stipends, and particular genres were
               protected. The government has also taken measures to protect the court music tradition.
            

            
            See also AN IK-TAE (1905–1965); CHUNG FAMILY; HEYMAN, ALAN CHARLES (1931–2014); KOREAN FOLK VILLAGE; LIM WON-SIK (1919–2002); NATIONAL FOLK MUSEUM OF KOREA.
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         	NA KYUNG-WON (1963–)

         
         	
            Na, who was born in Seoul and studied law at Seoul National University, was a rising political star from the mid-2000s. After graduation, she became a judge, working in Pusan and Inchon before moving to Seoul in 2002. She then left the judiciary to become an adviser to Lee Hoi-chang in the 2002 presidential election campaign. When Lee failed to be elected, Na returned
               briefly to law but in 2004 was elected to the National Assembly as a member of the then Grand National Party (later the Saenuri Party, now Liberty Korea). She ran for the party nomination for the mayor of Seoul in 2010 but was not selected.
               When the 2010 winner stepped down in 2011, resulting in a by-election, she stood again
               but lost to Park Won-soon. The following year, she decided not to stand for the National Assembly elections
               after it was revealed that her husband, Kim Jae-ho, also a judge, had tried to persuade
               the prosecutor’s office in 2005 to take action against a blogger whom he claimed had
               defamed Na. Her political career was only briefly interrupted, however, as she returned
               to the National Assembly in 2014. In December 2018, she was elected as the floor leader
               of Liberty Korea. One of her children has Down syndrome, and she has been active on
               behalf of those with disabilities. She serves on the South Korean Paralympics Board,
               and in November 2013 she was elected to the International Paralympics Committee. She
               was reelected in 2017. Na can be controversial in her views. In February 2019, she
               claimed that if the North Korean nuclear program was not ended, South Korea would probably develop nuclear weapons capability.
            

            
            See also HAN MYUNG-SUK (1944–); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); PARK GEUN-HYE (1952–); WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	NAEWOE NEWS AGENCY

         
         	
            The Naewoe (“Home and Abroad”) News Agency was a South Korean government-affiliated
               organization established in the mid-1970s. Its task was to publish information and
               analysis about North Korea from a South Korean perspective, which it did in books and in journals such as the
               monthly Vantage Point: Developments in North Korea. From 1996, it has also been available via the internet. Its products became less
               partisan after the late 1980s and are often a useful source of information on North
               Korea. On 1 January 1999, Naewoe merged with the Yonhap News Agency. The agency continues to produce the same materials but no longer uses the Naewoe
               imprint for its monthly summary of developments in North Korea. It also announced
               that it would charge for Naewoe publications, hitherto distributed for free as part
               of the government’s propaganda efforts. In practice, much of the information has continued
               to be freely available via the Yonhap website.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	NAM DUCK-WOO (1924–2013)

         
         	
            Nam Duck-woo is widely credited with being the guiding light behind President Park Chung-hee’s successful transformation of the South Korean economy in the 1970s. He received his BA from Seoul National University and took an MA at Kookmin University. He then went to the United States, where he received an MSc and a PhD in economics from Oklahoma State University.
               After his return to Korea, he taught at Kookmin and Sogang Universities until he was
               appointed minister of finance in 1969, a post he held until he became deputy prime
               minister from 1974 to 1978. He joined the Blue House staff as special adviser on economic affairs but held the post for only a short period
               before the assassination of President Park. He was thus out of office when the economy plunged in 1980. After
               Major General Chun Doo-hwan had consolidated his position following the December 1979 coup, Nam became his first prime minister. In this role, he played an important part in
               getting the economy back on track. In retirement, he held a number of domestic and
               international posts, including being involved in the preparatory work for the 1988
               Summer Olympic Games, held in Seoul. He also continued to lecture and write on economic matters.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	NATION BRANDING

         
         	
            Under President Lee Myung-bak from 2008 to 2013, South Korea became very involved with the concept of nation branding.
               After South Korea first industrialized, then democratized, and began to be a more active player internationally, there was
               concern that the country had failed to make sufficient impact in the world. South
               Koreans were disappointed to find that the term “Korea” had little resonance or, worse,
               produced a negative impression. Yet South Korea had hosted the 1986 Asian Games, the
               1988 Summer Olympic Games, and the soccer World Cup 2002 competition, as well as many other international meetings and events; it had a vibrant economy and was a major international trading country. When asked, those with no direct knowledge of the country tended to say that
               the image conjured up by the word “Korea” was the Korean War or the more extreme manifestations of the student movement. The existence of two states on the peninsula has also had an adverse impact on South
               Korea, with people failing to distinguish the policies and actions of North Korea from those of the South. Some attributed this failure to be recognized to the lack
               of a potent physical symbol, such as the U.S. Statue of Liberty, France’s Eiffel Tower, or Japan’s Mount Fuji. Others bemoaned the fact that few outside East Asia could distinguish
               the local languages, seeing no difference between Korean and Japanese brand names, for example. China’s rise to economic eminence since the 1990s compounded the problem in Korean eyes.
               Korean companies were apparently not recognized as such. To make matters worse, when
               Korean companies were recognized, there was an automatic discounting of their products,
               precisely because they were Korean. It was noted that the chaebol, the biggest Korean companies, usually did not stress their “Koreanness” in selling
               their products abroad. Koreans found it unacceptable that their country, which ranked
               high in economic achievement tables (between 12th and 15th by the mid-2000s), was
               rated lower in nation branding indexes.
            

            
            The existence of such indexes indicated that South Korea was not the only country
               concerned about its image. The concept of nation branding was developed in the mid-1990s
               by an adviser from Great Britain, Simon Anholt, an “independent policy advisor who helps national, regional and city
               governments develop and implement strategies for enhanced economic, political and
               cultural engagement with other countries.” The concept developed from brand marketing
               of companies, but Anholt stressed that a country was not selling a product but an
               image.
            

            
            The Korean concerns predated the Lee Myung-bak government. There had been earlier
               attempts to project a positive image of South Korea, mainly through the work of the
               Korean Overseas Information Service and the Korea Foundation. In the lead-in to the World Cup 2002 competition, the government of Kim Dae-jung established the National Image Committee under the prime minister, which pushed the
               slogan “Dynamic Korea.” Kim’s successor, Roh Moo-hyun, continued this approach, using the slogan “Korea Sparkling” for purposes of tourism. These attempts had little impact, and as Anholt pointed out in an article in the
               Korea Times in September 2009, outside Asia, where the Korean wave boosted its image, South Korea was still ranked very low by his own Anholt-GfK Roper
               index.
            

            
            The Lee Myung-bak government decided to remedy this. As a former chief executive officer
               in the Hyundai Group, Lee was familiar with the concept of branding. At the beginning of 2009, he established
               the Presidential Council on Nation Branding to pursue the subject. This was to be
               a high-powered and dynamic body, with a total of 47 members drawn from the ranks of
               government ministers, senior officials, corporations, and universities; one report said that it was to be a cornerstone of the new administration. There
               was an international advisory council drawn from the foreign community in Korea. The
               first chair was Euh Yoon-dae, former president of Korea University. He was critical
               of past efforts to project a more positive image. He dismissed “Dynamic Korea,” claiming
               that it would remind people of demonstrations, and he thought that “Sparkling Korea”
               sounded like a soft drink; the latter was apparently a criticism often made outside
               Korea. He also felt that emphasis on Korean War–related tourism, such as visits to
               the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), conveyed the wrong image. The slogans did not disappear, and DMZ tourism remains
               very popular. It is also not clear how effective were either the council’s motto,
               “Korea: A Loving Embrace,” or its favored slogan, “Korea: Be Inspired,” but Euh left
               after 18 months and was succeeded by Lee Bae-yong, former head of Ewha Women’s University.
            

            
            Whether or not it was the work of the council, by 2012 South Korea’s position on international
               branding indexes was reported to have moved up several notches to number 17, and it
               was expected to reach the target of number 15 in 2013. This success was attributed
               to a variety of developments, including the success of Samsung’s Galaxy smartphone
               and Psy’s storming of YouTube with “Gangnam Style.” Under President Park Geun-hye, the presidential council appears to have been quietly dissolved; its web page has
               disappeared, and it currently appears under the works of former presidents on the
               Blue House web page. It is not clear if this is due to the success of the committee or to President
               Park’s antipathy to her predecessor. South Korea continues to have a low marking on
               Anholt’s charts.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; KOREA TRADE PROMOTION ASSOCIATION (KOTRA).
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY AND UNIFICATION (Minjujuui minjok tongil chonguk yonhap, or Chonguk yonhap)
         

         
         	NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY AND UNIFICATION

         
         	
            An alliance of radical opposition groups, organized on 1 December 1991. It included
               21 radical organizations. It advocated “the rejection of interference of outside (foreign)
               powers, the winning of the autonomy of the people, and the establishment of a democratic
               government.” It was seen as being very much against the continued U.S. military presence in South Korea but does not seem to have lasted long.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL COALITION FOR A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT; NATIONAL COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS (Chondaehyop); NATIONAL TEACHERS’ UNION; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; STUDENT MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL ALLIANCE 21

         
         	
            A short-lived party created in 2002 as a vehicle for the political ambitions of Chung Mong-joon, sixth son of the founder of the Hyundai Group, Chung Ju-yung. Although Chung hoped to stand for the presidency in the 2002 elections, he abandoned
               his plans and decided to support Roh Moo-hyun as the opposition candidate. However, he withdrew his support on the day before the
               election. When Roh won, Chung found himself in the political wilderness until he returned
               to politics in 2007 as a member of the then Grand National Party, now the Saenuri Party.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL ANTHEM

         
         	
            See AN IK-TAE (1905–1965).
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

         
         	
            The National Assembly of the Republic of Korea emerged as the unicameral Constituent
               Assembly in June 1948, following the 10 May general elections under the supervision
               and sponsorship of the United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea (UNTCOK). Of the 300-seat assembly, 198 members were elected from mainland South Korea,
               each representing 100,000 constituents. Two more members were elected from Cheju Island later in May 1949 when the Cheju rebellion was subjugated. One hundred seats allocated for North Korea were left vacant.
            

            
            The members of the Constituent Assembly were elected for a two-year term of office,
               and the assembly opened on 31 May 1949. It elected Dr. Rhee Syngman as chairman, and on 12 July it adopted the Constitution of the Republic of Korea. In accordance with the Constitution, Rhee was elected as
               president and Yi Si-yong as vice president for four-year terms of office. Thus the Constituent Assembly acted
               as a legislative assembly as well as an electoral college.
            

            
            In May 1950, the second general elections were held, the new legislative National
               Assembly of 210 members was established, and the term of office of each assemblyman
               was extended to four years. It remained a single-house legislature until July 1960,
               when a constitutional amendment established a bicameral legislature, with the House of Councillors as the upper house and the House of Representatives the lower. Following the military revolution of 16 May 1961, the assembly was dissolved.
            

            
            It was reestablished in November 1963 as a unicameral legislative assembly. The seventh
               constitutional amendment of 1972 introduced a new system of legislative assembly whereby
               73 of its 219 members, or one-third of its total membership, were appointed by the
               newly established National Conference for Unification upon the nomination of the president. Thus in the 9th, 10th, and 11th National Assemblies
               one-third of the total number of seats were occupied by members of the Political Fraternal Society for Revitalizing Reform (Yujonghoe), a political group closely associated with the ruling Democratic Republican Party. With the fall of the Fourth Republic in 1979, this system was abolished.
            

            
            Following General Chun Doo-hwan’s coup, in October 1980 the National Assembly was again dissolved, replaced by the
               Legislative Council for National Security, whose members were appointed by the president. When the Fifth Republic emerged in
               March 1981, the new National Assembly Election Law stipulated that 184 members of
               the 276-seat National Assembly were to be popularly elected from 184 electoral districts,
               and the remaining 92 seats were to be distributed among parties winning 5 seats or
               more in the National Assembly in proportion to the number of candidates each party
               elected in the direct election. The National Assembly Law was revised after the proclamation
               of the Constitution of the Sixth Republic. According to the new law, 224 members of
               the 299-member National Assembly were to be elected through popular vote, and the
               remaining 75 seats were to be proportionally distributed among parties winning 5 or
               more seats.
            

            
            The National Assembly has a speaker, two vice speakers, 16 standing committees, and
               a secretariat. It holds one regular session per year (up to 100 days), extraordinary
               sessions (up to 30 days), and occasional special sessions requested by the president.
               The next elections (21st) are due in 2020.
            

            
            See also CHANG MYON (1899–1966); CHANG TAEK-SANG (1893–1969); CHI CHONG-CHON (1888–1959); CHI KAP-CHONG (1927–); CHIN IEE-CHONG (1921–1995); CHO PONG-AM (1898–1959); CHO PYONG-OK (1894–1960); CHOE KYU-HA (1919–2006); CHONG IL-GWON (1917–1994); CHUNG MONG-JOON (1951–); DEFENSE SECURITY COMMAND; GOH KUN (1938–); GONG RO-MYUNG (1932–); HAN MYUNG-SUK (1944–); HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–); HO CHONG (1896–1988); IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); KIM CHUN-SU (1922–2004); KIM CHUNG-YUL (1917–1992); KIM GEUN-TAE (1947–2011); KIM HAN-GIL (1953–);  KIM MOON-SOO (1951–); NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPY RING CASE; PARK TAE-JOON (1927–2012); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; PUSAN POLITICAL DISTURBANCE; SHIN IK-HUI (1892–1956); SOHN HAK-KYU (1947–); YUN CHI-YOUNG (1898–1996); YUN PO-SON (1897–1990).
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPY RING CASE

         
         	
            In May–June 1949, Kim Yak-su, No Ik-hwan, and eight other National Assembly members were arrested in connection with an alleged conspiracy in collaboration with
               communists, most of whom were underground members of the South Korean Workers’ Party.
               The accusation was based on their advocacy of the withdrawal of the United States troops in South Korea and negotiations with North Korea for national reunification. On 10 February 1950, they were given prison terms of between
               4 and 12 years for violating the National Security Law.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL CEMETERY

         
         	
            Originally designed for those killed in the 1950–1953 Korean War, this cemetery is situated on the south bank of the Han River in Seoul. It contains an impressive memorial to the Korean War dead, the tombs of former presidents,
               including Rhee Syngman and Park Chung-hee, and a section devoted to those killed under the Japanese. President Chun Doo-hwan’s advisers and cabinet members killed in the 1983 Rangoon bomb attack are buried together in an area reserved for meritorious civilians. Only one foreigner
               is buried there, the Canadian missionary Frank Schofield, a tribute to his role at the time of the 1919 Samil Undong (March First Movement).
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COALITION FOR A DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION

         
         	
            A loose alliance formed in June 1987 to protest the attempts by President Chun Doo-hwan to prolong the military dominance of the South Korean political scene. As an umbrella organization of opposition intellectuals and religious leaders,
               it provided leadership for a short time for popular opposition outside the established
               opposition parties.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COALITION FOR A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT

         
         	
            Formed in January 1989 by 200 dissident social, labor, and religious organizations, it launched a new grassroots democratization movement and struggle
               against dictatorship and foreign influence under the slogan “Social Movement in an
               Age of Masses.”
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR UNIFICATION

         
         	
            An electoral college established in December 1972 under the revised, or Yushin rule, Constitution of 1972. Its members, no fewer than 2,000 and no more than 5,000, were to be popularly
               elected. In 1972, 2,359 members were popularly elected. Under the 1980 Constitution,
               the new 5,278-member Presidential Electoral College replaced it in February 1981. After the revised constitution was approved in a national
               referendum in October 1987, the electoral colleges were replaced by direct presidential
               elections from December of that year.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL CONGRESS FOR NEW POLITICS (NCNP)

         
         	
            Political party founded by veteran opposition leader Kim Dae-jung after his return from self-imposed exile in Great Britain in 1993. This was the vehicle that brought Kim to the presidency in 1997. In 2000,
               the party changed its name to the Millennium Democratic Party.
            

            
            See also KIM GEUN-TAE (1947–2011); KIM HAN-GIL (1953–); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–).
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR RAPID REALIZATION OF KOREAN INDEPENDENCE

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR RAPID REALIZATION

         
         	
            On 25 October 1945, 50 right-wing political and social organizations formed this council (Tongnip choksong kungmin hyopuihoe, or Tokchok in Korean), with Dr. Rhee Syngman as its head. Its purpose was to launch a united movement to end the Allied occupation
               as quickly as possible and restore Korean national independence. However, many moderate
               nationalists, as well as moderate and radical leftist organizations, declined to join
               the council.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL OF KOREAN WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS

         
         	
            A body formed in 1959 by  64 women’s societies to strengthen the campaign for full
               women’s’ rights in Korea. It became a major factor in the women’s movement.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LABOR UNIONS (1)

         
         	
            Formed in November 1945 by leftist groups following the emergence of the labor movement after August of that year, this council, whose Korean name was Chonguk nodong chohap pyonguihoe, or Chonpyong for short, included 500,000 members belonging to various trade unions. Following a
               railway strike in October 1946 and a general strike of laborers in November 1947,
               the movement declined under the suppressive measures taken by the United States Army Military Government in Korea against violent, illegal labor movements. It was closed down in June 1948.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LABOR UNIONS (2)

         
         	
            In October 1959, progressive labor leaders formed this council (Korean name, Chongak nodong chohap hyopuihoe, or Chonguk nohyop) for the purpose of promoting a more efficient and moderate labor movement in South Korea. However, in November 1960 it was forced to merge with the General Federation of Korean Labor Unions.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LABOR UNIONS (3) (Chonguk nodong chohap hyopuihoe, or Chonnohyop)
         

         
         	
            An organization of radical labor unions formed in late January 1990. Some 190,000
               members belonging to 600 local chapters of various unions joined the new group. The
               organizers of this radical council charged that the existing General Federation of Korean Labor Unions was “pro-government” and “pro-management” rather than working for the rights of the
               workers. The government immediately declared the council an illegal body.
            

            
            See also LABOR MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS (Chondaehyop)
         

         
         	
            A national federation of radical university students, established in June 1988. Spearheaded by the Federation of Seoul Student
               Associations, it had 115 member groups. It promoted socialistic democratization, an
               anti-U.S. national reunification movement, and North–South student talks.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; STUDENT MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS’ LABOR UNIONS

         
         	
            Shortly after the formation of the Secondary School Teachers’ Labor Union in Seoul on 1 May 1960, 300 teachers engaged in education at all levels from elementary school to universities met in Seoul to establish this council. The government immediately declared that it
               was in violation of the Public Employees Law and therefore an illegal body. It was
               dissolved in late May 1961, when the Military Revolutionary Committee dissolved all
               political and social organizations under its Decree No. 6.
            

            
            See also LABOR MOVEMENT; NATIONAL TEACHERS’ UNION.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL DEFENSE FORCES

         
         	
            On 29 August 1948, the Law on Organization of National Defense was promulgated. Under
               this law, the Korean Constabulary and the Coast Guard, established in January and
               September 1946 respectively by the United States Army Military Government in Korea, were reorganized into the army and the navy. The army and navy chiefs of staff were
               installed on 30 November 1948. A Marine Corps was established in April 1949, followed by the establishment of the air force in October.
               In 1973, the Marine Corps was absorbed into the navy to save money, but it again became
               a separate force in 1983. Up to September 1952, members of the armed forces were in
               theory volunteers, although there was clearly much enforced enlistment during the
               Korean War, but thereafter military conscription was introduced. It was formalized in 1957. All able-bodied men between the ages of
               20 and 40, except students and only sons, were obliged to serve in the armed forces
               for two years (three years in the air force). Currently (2019), service is 18 months
               in the army, 20 months in the navy, and 22 months in the air force, followed by six
               years on the reserve. Women are not conscripted. They do join the armed forces, but their numbers are small, around 10,000 in 2019.
               Although in the past they only served in noncombat roles, this has been gradually
               changing. The commander in chief of all the forces is the president. The military
               budget for 2019 is $43.1 billion, which ranks 10th in the world.
            

            
            The army was organized in 2000. It then had 560,000 troops, 2,200 tanks, 4,850 field
               artillery pieces, and 2,200 armored vehicles. Currently, there are 599,000 personnel,
               2,300 main battle tanks, 5,800 artillery pieces, and 2,800 armored vehicles. The army
               is also responsible for the ground air defense network and has 200 multiple rocket
               launchers and 60 guided missile systems. Weapons production for the army began in
               1971 with the assembly of U.S.-designed Colt M-16 rifles.
            

            
            The navy, which played an important role in the Korean War, is a small force, primarily
               concerned with coastal defense. The main naval base is at the former Japanese naval base at Chinhae. It began with patrol and torpedo boats and acquired destroyers in the 1960s. In
               addition to the navy, South Korea has had a Coast Guard Service since 1953. It was
               originally established at Pusan but moved to Inchon in the early 1960s. The headquarters remain at Inchon, and there are numerous stations
               scattered around the coast. There was also a separate Maritime Police Force, which came under the National Police Agency. These two forces merged in 2007.
               The force had an aviation unit from 1953 to 1963, but this was then taken over by
               the air force. It was reestablished in the 1980s. The coast guard is responsible for
               air-sea rescue operations and for fishery protection duties. The latter tasks have
               involved its vessels in periodic clashes with the North Korean and Chinese fishing fleets in the West Sea. These have led to loss of life on all sides. Following
               the Sewol incident in April 2014, President Park Geun-hye castigated the coast guard for its alleged failure to handle the situation correctly
               and announced that the service would be disbanded. Currently (2019), the navy, including
               the marines, has a total of 70,000 personnel. It has 150 ships, including 16 submarines
               and 12 destroyers. It also has 70 aircraft, which includes fixed wing and helicopters.
            

            
            The air force, which scarcely existed at the time of the Korean War, has developed
               into a major fighting force. It is organized into three commands and has a number
               of large air bases spread around the country, as well as many small air bases. Civilian
               airfields and specially designated sections of some highways can also be used in time
               of war. Its personnel total 70,000. It has 700 aircraft. The majority are of U.S.
               origin, but its inventory includes machines from France and Great Britain, as well as indigenous models. The air force works closely with U.S. units based
               in South Korea.
            

            
            The national defense forces were ill prepared for the outbreak of the Korean War in
               June 1950 and suffered badly in the early stages of the conflict. However, with U.S.
               assistance, the army was rebuilt, and by the end of the war it had become a formidable
               fighting force. Army units served in Vietnam in the 1960s, in the Gulf War (noncombat roles), in Afghanistan, and in the Iraq War. Participation had more to do with supporting the United States than with any great desire to become involved in the conflicts.
            

            
            From the coup, known as the military revolution of 16 May 1961, until the presidency of Kim Young-sam in the mid-1990s, serving or retired military officers dominated South Korea’s economic and political life. They contributed to the economic development of the country but
               did little to advance its political development until the last military president,
               Roh Tae-woo. Although Kim Young-sam formed an alliance with Roh in order to secure the presidency,
               he also tackled the place of the military in politics. In particular, he set about ending the influence of the secret military association,
               the Hanahwoe, which had played an important role in allowing Roh’s predecessor, Chun Doo Hwan, to stage the December 1979 coup. Since then, the military has generally kept out of politics and political controversy.
               However, in 2019, Kim Kwan-jin, minister of defense from December 2010 to June 2014 and then chief of the national
               security office until 2017, was convicted of interference on behalf of conservative
               interests in the National Assembly and the presidential elections in 2012.
            

            
            See also CHANG SE-DONG (1938–); CHANG TO-YONG (1923–2012); CHONG SUNG-HWA (1926–2002); CIVIL DEFENSE CORPS (Minbanguidae); HOMELAND RESERVE FORCES; KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); KIM CHUNG-YUL (1917–1992); KIM JAE-GYU (1926–1980); KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018); KOREAN AIR FORCE ACADEMY; KOREAN MILITARY ACADEMY; LEE HU-RAK (1924–2009); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–); LIM DONG-WON (1933–); PAIK SUN-YUP (1920–); PARK CHUNG-HEE (1917–1979); PARK SEH-JIK (1933–2008); SONG YO-CHAN (1918–1980); STUDENT NATIONAL DEFENSE CORPS.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT (Minjujuui minjok chanson)
         

         
         	
            Organized in February 1946 by Yo Un-hyong, Ho Hon, Pak Hon-yong, and other leftists in order to counter the rightists and establish a socialistic
               Korean nation. However, Yo withdrew from the front, leaving it in the hands of more
               radical leftists. It collapsed when Ho and Pak fled to North Korea in 1947.
            

            
            See also DEFECTORS.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS

         
         	
            Five five-year plans to boost the economy were completed between 1962 and 1986, and the sixth national development plan was
               implemented in 1987. The first five-year plan (1962–1966) was aimed at developing
               social overhead capital, such as electricity, railroads, ports, and communications,
               in order to build a firm basis for the subsequent takeoff of the economy.
            

            
            During the period of the second plan (1967–1971), the government sought to upgrade
               industrial structures by developing the electronic and petrochemical industries while promoting
               exports and increasing farm income. The third plan (1972–1976) marked a turning point
               in the expansion of heavy industries such as shipbuilding, iron and steel production,
               and petrochemical manufacturing. During this period, the New Community Movement played an important role in the modernization of the rural environment and reconstruction
               of agriculture.
            

            
            The fourth five-year plan (1977–1981) included both economic and social development
               aspects. It paid particular attention to the development of technology and skilled-labor-intensive
               industries such as machinery and electronics. Shipbuilding was stressed, and industrial
               consolidation was carried out. At the same time, urban renewal accompanied a comprehensive
               and systematic social development plan. After suffering a sharp economic decline in
               1980, the Fifth Economic and Social Development Plan (1982–1986) was implemented with
               the basic goal of achieving stability, efficiency, and balance in economic growth.
               During this period, the gross national product (GNP) growth rate rebounded from 3.7
               percent in 1980 ($60.5 billion) to 12.9 percent in 1986 ($102.7 billion).
            

            
            The sixth plan (1987–1991) was launched with the aim of achieving an average GNP growth
               of 7.2 percent and raising GNP to $166 billion and per capita GNP to $3,800. Despite
               many problems, the plan moved ahead, achieving a GNP growth of 13 percent in 1987,
               12.2 percent in 1988, and 6.6 percent in 1989. In 1989, GNP reached the $204 billion
               mark, and per capita GNP increased to $4,830. There was also some progress on the
               plan’s proclaimed agenda of liberalizing markets and removing restrictive regulations.
            

            
            A revised plan was introduced in 1993. The aim now was to prepare South Korea for
               membership in the OECD, and the targets were structural reform of the economy and
               eliminating official corruption. To this end, three subplans targeted deregulation,
               financial liberalization, and the management of foreign exchange and capital flows.
               The OECD targets were achieved, and South Korea became the 39th member in December
               1996. Unfortunately, this moment of success came just before the Asian financial crisis, which hit the country in 1997. Thereafter, there was a move away from indicative
               planning as the economy was opened up to outside investment and the government drew back.
            

            
            See also LABOR MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL ELECTION COMMITTEE

         
         	
            Under the amended Constitution of 1960, the Central Election Management Committee
               was established “for the purpose of conducting fair elections.” It included three
               members elected by the justices of the Supreme Court and six members recommended by
               the political parties. This committee decided all disputes over the results of elections.
               This later became the National Election Committee (NEC). The NEC is the highest level
               of a four-tiered regional structure that matches the local government structure in
               Korea. It now has nine commissioners. Three each are chosen by the president, by the
               National Assembly, and by the Supreme Court. One of the Supreme Court commissioners is also a Supreme
               Court judge and is elected as chair. A secretariat, under a secretary general, supports
               the commissioners.
            

            
             The main tasks of the NEC are managing elections for public office and affairs related
               to political parties and political funds. However, the NEC now has several other important
               responsibilities. First, the NEC undertakes civic education in Korea, which is done
               through the Korean Civic Education Institute for Democracy (KOCEI). Second, the NEC
               heads the Boundary Delimitation Commissions set up before elections to decide constituency
               boundaries. It also manages elections entrusted to it by public or private organizations
               and political parties.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL FLAG

         
         	
            The South Korean national flag, known as the Taegukki, consists of two interlocking commas, one red and one blue, which represent yang
               and yin, symbolizing the universe. They are surrounded by four trigrams or bars, variously
               representing heaven-earth-sun-moon, father-mother-daughter-son, and benevolence-justice-propriety-wisdom.
               The flag in its present form dates from 1949 and derives from a royal flag of the
               1880s. A version was used in North Korea from 1945 and 1948, when it was replaced by the current North Korean flag.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL FOLK MUSEUM OF KOREA

         
         	
            This museum began as the National Museum of Ethnology in 1946. It was then based on
               Namsan Hill in Seoul. Its aim was and remains to collect, record, and display the daily lives of people
               on the Korean Peninsula from Neolithic times to the present. Between 1966 and 1975,
               it was the “Folk Hall” in the National Museum of Korea in the Kyongbok Palace. It then moved to another building in the grounds of the Kyongbok Palace, the former
               Modern Art Museum (now the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art). Since 1993, it has been in the former National Museum building, also in the Kyongbok
               grounds, left vacant after the National Museum moved to the Capitol in 1986. The museum’s guidebook makes clear that this was not necessarily an ideal
               site and that there have been difficulties adapting it for the different requirements
               of a folk museum. The museum is particularly strong on material from the late Chosun
               period, roughly since 1800, and on the 20th century; typical rooms from various periods
               are reproduced. Like other Korean museums, it uses many electronic aids. It has also
               begun a program of proactively reviving ancient skills. It is popular with both Korean
               and foreign visitors.
            

            
            See also KYONGJU; NATIONAL TREASURES; SEOUL MUSEUM OF HISTORY.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL HISTORY COMPILATION COMMITTEE

         
         	
            See NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF KOREAN HISTORY (Kuksa pyonchaan wiwinhoe).
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF KOREAN HISTORY (Kuksa pyonchaan wiwinhoe)
         

         
         	
            Established in 1946 as the National History Office (Kuksagwan) and theoretically tracing its roots back to the Chosun dynasty’s Annals Compilation
               Office (Chunchugwan) and to a body with a similar name established under the Japanese, this government organization was for many years known as the National History Compilation
               Committee; according to its website, this is still the usual name for it among South
               Koreans. It is charged with preserving Korean cultural and historical heritage. Until
               it was settled in new purpose-built headquarters at Kwachon city near Seoul in 1987, it suffered from frequent moves that disrupted its work. Since then, aided
               by new laws on the preservation of historical records, its work has steadily expanded.
               It has a strong publication record, covering both original materials and works of
               interpretation, including a 25-volume History of Korea (Hanguksa) published between 1971 and 1979. This was republished in a much-expanded edition
               (52 volumes) in the 1990s. It has also produced a major study of the Korean independence
               movement in the Japanese colonial period. Since 2012, it has engaged on a project
               to translate the official records of the Chosun dynasty into a digitalized English
               version. This is expected to be completed in 2034. It produces regular bulletins in
               Korean and English, recording historical works published in Korea, and it has encouraged
               historical research by the provision of research grants for scholars since 1988. Increasingly,
               its products are available in electronic form.
            

            
            See also KOREAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (Hanguk yoksa hakhoe); NORTHEAST ASIA HISTORY FOUNDATION.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon)
         

         
         	
            Originally, this was the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA). It was established
               following the military revolution of 16 May 1961 by a law of 10 June 1960 “for the purpose of countering indirect aggression of the
               communist forces and to remove obstacles to the execution of the revolutionary tasks.”
               The first director was Kim Jong-pil, a former colonel in the national defense forces, related by marriage to President Park Chung-hee. It was intended to “coordinate and supervise activities of government ministries,
               including armed forces, concerning information and investigation of matters at home
               and abroad related to the ensuring of national security and the investigation of criminal
               activities.” The KCIA not only dealt with external threats but was also involved in
               domestic affairs, providing valuable services to the administration in exercising
               its autocratic power. It stationed agents on university campuses and in newspaper offices and monitored the activities of organizations such
               as the Korea Branch, Royal Asiatic Society. Many of its staff worked overseas under diplomatic cover, where again one of their
               main concerns has been dealing with political opponents of the government, as well
               as monitoring the activities of North Korea. In 1979, it suffered a setback when its then director, Kim Jae-gyu, assassinated President Park following a dispute about how to handle the student movement.
            

            
            In December 1980, it was renamed the Agency for National Security Planning (Kukka anjon kihoekpu, usually abbreviated to Angibu in Korean, or ANSP in English) without losing any of its power. Under President Kim Dae-jung, the ANSP was renamed the National Intelligence Service in January 1999, again with
               little change in either its powers or its apparent remit. Various attempts over the
               years to restrict its domestic operations have not been successful. According to a
               1999 article in the Sisa Journal, NIS personnel at that time numbered 60,000 spread across 39 posts, with an annual
               budget of over $600 million. For many years, it had offices on Namsan Hill in Seoul and in the city’s eastern suburbs, but in 1995 it moved to new purpose-built offices
               south of the capital. Although it is regularly stated that the NIS is concerned with
               external threats to the state and does not have a domestic remit, in practice it has
               been used by successive presidents to control dissent within the country as well as
               overseas. NIS staff have regularly infiltrated the National Assembly and political parties. During the presidency of Lee Myung-bak, the NIS became involved in politics in more blatant ways than had been seen since
               the 1980s. It conducted an online campaign against the opposition candidate Moon Jae-in and released material designed to discredit him from his time as chief of staff to
               former president Roh Moo-hyun. Many people believe that it worked to support Park Geun-hye in the 2012 presidential election. The then head of the service, Woon Sei-hoon, was charged in 2013 with illegally interfering in the election as well as with corruption.
               He was convicted on the corruption charges in January 2014 and sentenced to two years
               in prison, but the wider charges of political interference were not publicly addressed.
               In 2017, however, the NIS said that an internal investigation had shown that the service,
               like the defense ministry, had used cyber means to support the conservative and eventual
               victor, Park Geun-hye. In June 2018, three former directors, Lee Byung-kee, Lee Byung-ho, and Nam Jae-joon,
               were all convicted for diverting funds from the NIS budget to President Park to finance
               payments to her associate, Choi Soon-sil, and bribery.
            

            
            The NIS website, available in Korean and English—the latter at https://eng.nis.go.kr/—is
               singularly uninformative.
            

            
            See also KIM KWAN-JIN (1949–); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–); LEE HU-RAK (1924–2009); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); LIM DONG-WON (1933–); NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS; PARK SEH-JIK (1933–2008); PARK TONG-SUN (1935–); RA JONG-IL (1940–); SAENARA DATSUN AUTOMOBILE SCANDAL; SONG DU-YUL (1944–).
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL LABOR FEDERATION OF BANK EMPLOYEES

         
         	
            See LABOR MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY (Daehan minguk yoksa bakmulgwan)
         

         
         	
            This museum, which covers Korean history from 1876, the date of Korea’s first modern
               treaty, to the 21st century, opened in December 2012. Situated in the center of Seoul in a building that formerly housed the ministry of culture, it was the brainchild
               of then president Lee Myung-bak. It covers all aspects of Korea from the last years of the kingdom, through the Japanese colonial period, into the postliberation period and after. It holds 40,000 artifacts,
               including letters, Korean War memorabilia, and material relating to the nurses and miners who went to work in Germany in the 1960s and 1970s. About 1,500 items are on display at one time. It does not
               avoid controversial issues; there is, for example, material on the suicide of the
               worker Chon Tae-il in 1970 and coverage of the 1980 Kwangju uprising. Nevertheless, there was early criticism of its approach, with some historians pointing
               out that while it had 28 references to the first president, Rhee Syngman, and 24 to Park Chung-hee, others, such as former president Roh Moo-hyun, were not mentioned. There have been some modifications since it opened and, like
               all such enterprises, it is a work in progress, but it may always arouse some controversy.
            

            
            See also KOREAN FOLK VILLAGE; KOREAN INDEPENDENCE HALL; NATIONAL MUSEUM OF KOREA (Kuknip chongang bakmulgwan); SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL MUSEUM OF KOREA (Kuknip chongang bakmulgwan)
         

         
         	
            In 1908, the Yi dynasty government opened a museum in the Changgyonggung Palace in
               Seoul; it is from this event that the modern National Museum of Korea dates its foundation.
               In 1915, the Japanese Government-General of Korea reorganized the museum as the Japanese Government-General Museum and moved it to the
               Kyongbok Palace; this became the National Museum of Korea in 1945. The exhibits were packed up at
               the beginning of the Korean War in 1950 to be moved south. Seoul was taken before this could happen, however, and
               they fell into enemy hands. North Korea clearly intended to take the collection to the North, since it was moved from its
               original location to the basement of the Museum of Modern Art (now the National Museum
               of Modern and Contemporary Art) in the Toksu Palace, closer to Seoul railway station.
               The recapture of the city in September 1950 saved the collection.
            

            
            As the communist forces swept south again at the end of 1950, the South Korean government
               moved the exhibits to Pusan, where they remained until the end of the war. The collection then returned to Seoul,
               where part of it was put on display in the Stone Palace in the Toksu Palace near the
               Seoul City Hall. The bulk of the materials, however, remained in storage until a new
               National Museum was opened in the grounds of the Kyongbok Palace in 1972. There the
               museum remained until August 1986, when the former Japanese Government-General Building,
               known since 1945 as the Capitol and used for government offices, was converted into a new museum. For the first time
               ever, all the museum’s collection, including a small number of foreign artifacts,
               could be displayed. However, the government of President Kim Young-sam decided that the Capitol was too great a reminder of the colonial past and decided
               to remove the museum. There was no consultation with the museum authorities, who once
               again found themselves homeless.
            

            
            A temporary museum was subsequently erected in the grounds of the Kyongbok Palace,
               and work began on a new museum at the former Yongsan military base. This opened in 2005 and has proved a great success. The collection covers all aspects
               of Korean art and artifacts and is particularly strong in bronze ornaments and pottery.
               It holds a large number of national treasures. As well as the imaginatively displayed traditional collection, the museum makes
               much use of electronic technology to explain particular aspects of Korean history.
               The museum is set in parkland, and the complex includes a children’s museum.
            

            
            There are branches of the National Museum in a number of other cities; the foremost
               of these is at Kyongju. There are also numerous private museums throughout the country.
            

            
            See also KIM CHE-WON (1909–1990); KNEZ, EUGENE IRVING (1916–2010); KOREA BRANCH, ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY (KBRAS); KOREAN FOLK VILLAGE; KOREAN INDEPENDENCE HALL; NATIONAL FOLK MUSEUM OF KOREA; NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART (Kuknip hyundae misulgwan); WAR MEMORIAL.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART (Kuknip hyundae misulgwan)
         

         
         	NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART
 
         
         	
            This museum was established in the late 1960s and was based in the Sokchojun (Stone
               Palace) in the Toksu Palace near Seoul’s City Hall. This is still used for some exhibitions, but the main museum moved in
               1986 to a much bigger complex in Kwachon, a satellite city south of Seoul, where it
               occupies a large area that includes a sculpture park. The complex particularly highlights
               late 20th-century art. Although it is on the Seoul subway system, it was felt to be
               somewhat inaccessible, which led to the decision to create a new central museum.
            

            
            In November 2013, the new museum devoted to modern and contemporary art opened in
               the center of Seoul. The museum is on a site near the Kyongbok Palace and the Blue House; it was a teaching hospital under the Government-General of Korea. It later became the headquarters of the Defense Security Command. In the past, therefore, it was closed off to the public. The museum incorporates
               some of the buildings of the Japanese-era hospital and others that originally stood on the site but were moved away when
               it was under military usage. It cost US$230 million and took four years to build.
               The new building had to be kept low because of a 12-meter (29.4-foot) height restriction
               in the area of the Blue House, so much use is made of underground facilities. It has
               displays of modern and contemporary art of all genres. There have been complaints
               from some artists that it particularly favors graduates of Seoul National University, of which its first director was a graduate. A further development was the establishment
               of another branch of the museum at the central city of Chongju, planned for 2015, but which opened in December 2018.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL PARKS

         
         	
            South Korea established its first national park in the Chiri Mountains in the center of the country in 1967. By 2014, the number of such parks had reached
               21. All but one of these are managed by the Korea National Parks Service, which also
               dates from 1967. The exception is the Hallasan (Halla Mountain) Park on Cheju Island, which is managed by the local provincial government. The parks service, which maintains
               its own police force, was originally under the jurisdiction of the ministry of construction. In 1991,
               it was transferred to the ministry of labor, and since 1998 it has been under the
               ministry of the environment. The parks include mountain and sea areas; Chiri Park
               is the largest mountain park, and Dadohaehaesang Park off the west coast is the largest
               sea park. They are major attractions for domestic and foreign tourists alike. Within the park areas, there are strict rules limiting development. An additional
               park, to be based on the two island groups of Tokto and Ullungdo in the Sea of Japan/East Sea, has been under consideration since ca. 2000, but local concerns about the development
               rules have so far prevented the realization of this idea.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL REHABILITATION AND GUIDANCE LEAGUE

         
         	
            This organization, Kukmin bodo rungmaeng in Korean, also called the “Bodo League,” was established by the Rhee Syngman government in June 1949. Its stated purpose was to reform the views of left-wing sympathizers,
               who were pressured into joining. At the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, many of its 350,000 members disappeared. There were allegations at the
               time that they had been killed on Rhee’s orders, although many of the alleged massacres
               were attributed to the invading North Korean forces. Two television programs broadcast
               by Munhwa Broadcasting Corporation (MBC) in 2001 claimed that 200,000 had been massacred
               on Rhee’s orders by members of Kim Chang-ryong’s Counterintelligence Corps early in the war. MBC reported that it had found the
               remains of many of those killed in a variety of mass graves. In 2008, a number of
               mass graves dating to the Korean War period were discovered near Taejon. The remains included children as well as adults. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission said in February 2009 that 3,400 prisoners had been killed during the period July–September
               1950. This included 1,500 Bodo League prisoners killed at Pusan, as well as others who were killed at nearby towns such as Masan, Ulsan, and Chinju. There were also killings on Kanghwa Island. These were areas under South Korean government control, but according to the commission
               report, there were fears that those killed would work with North Korean forces should
               the latter penetrate the Pusan perimeter. The commission advised the government to issue an apology to the families of those
               killed.
            

            
            See also CHEJU REBELLION; DEATH PENALTY; HAMPYONG-KOCHANG INCIDENTS.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS

         
         	
            The first National Security Law was enacted by the Constituent Assembly in November
               1948, making it a crime to betray the Constitution by “posing as a government” or “in collusion with a betrayer” to seek to consolidate
               or group together with the purpose of disturbing the tranquility of the state. The
               second National Security Law was promulgated on 26 December 1958. It was aimed at
               punishing those individuals, associations, groups, or organizations “which seek to
               overthrow the state in violation of the national constitution and the activities for
               the realization of their objectives.” The law declared that anyone who detected or
               gathered “national secrets” or aided and abetted such acts for the purpose of “benefiting
               the enemy” would be punished by the death penalty or penal servitude for life.
            

            
            Article 22 of the new National Security Law stated that “anyone who had openly impaired
               the prestige of a constitutional organ by holding a meeting or by publishing documents,
               tape-recorded materials, drawings and other materials of expression . . . shall be
               punished by penal servitude for not more than ten years.” The constitutional organs
               listed in Article 22 included the president, the speaker of the National Assembly, and the chief justice of the Supreme Court. The law provided that military intelligence
               agencies could conduct investigations of civilians who were suspected of having violated
               the National Security Law.
            

            
            The National Security Law was enhanced when, at 3:00 a.m. on 28 December 1971, the
               ruling party rammed through the National Assembly the Special Measures Law for National
               Security and Defense (Kokka powipop). In addition to imposing economic controls, the law empowered the president to curtail the freedom of the press, to
               issue national mobilization decrees, to prohibit outdoor assemblies and demonstrations,
               to restrict labor activities, and to alter the national budget when necessary to cope with emergency
               conditions.
            

            
            In December 1980, the Anticommunism Law was consolidated with the National Security Law. It was widely expected that there
               would be a far-reaching examination of the laws following the inauguration of the
               former political dissident Kim Dae-jung as president in February 1998. However, conservative opposition to such a move remained
               strong, as did fear of North Korea, and the laws remained in place, though with some modifications. From 1998, those
               who had been charged under these laws no longer had to renounce their beliefs before
               their cases could be reviewed. This allowed Kim to release a large number of “unconverted
               prisoners,” who had been charged as North Korean spies. In some cases, they had been
               held since the end of the Korean War in 1953. Some were allowed to return to North Korea in 2000. There was also a steady
               decline in the number of those charged under the laws. Although President Roh Moo-hyun, who came to power in 2003, had a reputation as a radical lawyer, he too showed no
               disposition to reform the National Security Laws. With the return to power of more
               conservative presidents after 2008, reform became even more unlikely, despite the
               continued international criticism that the laws attract. In the first year of the
               Park Geun-hye presidency from January 2013, there were 119 arrests, an increase of 19 percent over
               the previous year. The laws were increasingly used against those who tried to access
               information about North Korea from electronic sources. Although Park was replaced
               in 2017 by Moon Jae-in, a former human rights’ lawyer who had been close to Roh Moo-hyun, there continued
               to be no change in the law. 
            

            
            See also NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon); SONG DU-YUL (1944–); TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL TEACHERS’ UNION

         
         	
            The first teachers’ unions were formed after the fall of the First Republic in 1960
               and led to the establishment of the Korean Federation of Teachers’ Labor Unions of
               primary and secondary schoolteachers in May of that year. However, the government
               declared that the unions and the federation were illegal organizations, and they were
               dissolved following the military revolution of 16 May 1961.
            

            
            Riding the new tide of democratization that developed in 1987 and the growing labor movement, and despite the law against the formation of unions by those working in education, in May 1989 radical teachers reestablished the National Teachers’ Union (Chonguk kyowon chopha in Korean, or Chongyojo for short), which soon reached a membership of 14,000. The Ministry of Education refused
               to recognize its legitimacy and dismissed thousands of teachers who joined the organization.
               The struggle for recognition continued, however, and in 1999 the ministry finally
               agreed to recognize the teachers’ union.
            

            
            It enjoyed a steadily growing membership, reaching a peak of 94,000 in 2003. But it
               was always highly political and unwilling to compromise on what it saw as teachers’
               rights, and many left the union. It was also criticized by right-wing groups for what
               was seen as a pro–North Korean stand on issues such as the content of textbooks and for becoming involved in politics.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL TREASURES

         
         	
            South Korea designates two forms of national (sometimes “important”) treasures. One
               group consists of sites of historical, artistic, or cultural value. The other is “intangible
               cultural properties.” The latter include music and dance and performances. The origins of these designations go back to the Japanese colonial period, when the Government-General of Korea began to list historical monuments and archaeological sites. There is still a fierce
               debate about the Japanese motives for this development. Some Koreans see it as an
               attempt to appropriate Korean culture to assist the colonization process and to facilitate
               the export of Korean artifacts. Others regard it as a positive move to prevent the
               erosion or disappearance of ancient monuments. By the end of the colonial period,
               many monuments and sites were listed, and in 1955, the Rhee Syngman government reissued the list as “National Treasures of Korea.” There were then nearly
               600 items listed. Following the military revolution of 16 May 1961, the ruling Supreme Council for National Reconstruction passed the Cultural Protection Act in December 1962. This listed 116 “national treasures,”
               while a number of other sites became just “treasures.” On all these lists, the first
               treasure was the South Gate in Seoul (Namdaemun, now often referred to by its more formal name as Sungnyemun). Over the
               years, many other sites have been added to the national list. Many more are listed
               as local treasures, administered by local authorities, and there are other sites also
               deemed important and listed but that are outside national or local government administration.
               Since 2004, the Cultural Heritage Administration, which is in overall charge of managing
               cultural heritage, has been a government agency of subministerial rank.
            

            
            The listing “Important Intangible Cultural Properties” began in 1964 and has expanded
               ever since. In this area, too, there are many categories that are not officially listed,
               and the same central/local division also applies, as does the listing of performances
               and so on that do not fall under the main headings. From the beginning, folk categories
               were included as well as more aristocratic traditions such as the rites for the royal
               ancestors from the Chosun dynasty, held at the Chongmyo Ancestral Shrine in Seoul. Performers recognized as intangible properties receive a stipend. The concept
               has also been expanded to include what might be seen as more humdrum items such as
               household implements and traditional means of transportation. Here again, the Cultural Heritage Administration plays a major role. The attempt
               to preserve performances in particular has not been without controversy, with some
               arguing that it effectively “freezes” such material and allows no place for artistic
               development and interpretation.
            

            
            The South Korean approach to preserving intangible treasures was one of the factors
               that led the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to recognize the concept
               of intangible heritage, and the Korean “Rite for Royal Ancestors” was among the first
               items to be so listed in 2001. Other Korean items have been added subsequently.
            

            
            North Korea also maintains a similar system of classification of historic monuments. This also
               appears to have been derived from the colonial-era Japanese lists and, until the 1970s,
               listed monuments in the South as well as in the North. This is no longer the case.
            

            
            See also WORLD HERITAGE.
            

            
         

         
         	NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS

         
         	
            See KOREAN NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS (Chosun minjok chongayondan, later Taehan minjok chongnyondan).
            

            
         

         
         	NEUTRAL NATIONS SUPERVISORY COMMISSION (NNSC)

         
         	
            This organization was created by the Korean Armistice Agreement signed in July 1953 and was established immediately after the signing of the agreement.
               It consisted of Swedish, Swiss, Czechoslovak, and Polish representatives. Its primary
               function was to supervise the observation of the Armistice Agreement by the signatories
               and to bar any new arms buildup in either South or North Korea. South Korean president Rhee Syngman objected to it, and the Czechoslovak and Polish contingents were soon prevented from
               working in South Korea. North Korea took an equally hostile line toward the Swiss
               and the Swedes.
            

            
            Following the breakup of Czechoslovakia in 1993, North Korea would not accept the
               Czech Republic as the successor state on the NNSC. In 1995, the North Koreans refused
               to accept the Polish mission any longer, saying that they would no longer supply it
               and could not guarantee its safety. The Poles then withdrew from North Korea. Although
               the NNSC still meets from time to time in South Korea, it is now completely unable
               to carry out any of its original functions.
            

            
            See also MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION (MAC).
            

            
         

         
         	NEW COMMUNITY MOVEMENT

         
         	
            President Park Chung-hee launched the New Community Movement (Saemaul undong) in 1972. It started as a rural modernization program, intended to galvanize the
               tradition-bound and poverty-stricken rural society into participating actively in
               national development. To this end, three main goals were adopted: improvement of the
               living environment, spiritual enlightenment, and income enhancement. The three methods
               adopted to achieve these aims were the fostering of a spirit of self-help, development
               of diligent habits, and promotion of mutual cooperation. In the initial stage of the
               movement, the main emphasis was placed on environmental improvement, with projects
               such as the cleanup of villages, sanitation works, housing renovation, and reconstruction
               of roads and waterways. After 1973, the emphasis was shifted to the promotion of income-generating
               enterprises.
            

            
            In 1974, the movement spread nationwide to include the urban sector and schools in
               a comprehensive national regeneration reform movement. Between 1972 and 1984, an aggregate
               of 24 million people from 36,000 villages took part in a total of 18,600 projects.
               By the end of 1987, 7,000 km (4,350 miles) of rural roads were rebuilt or repaired,
               and 1,287 km (800 miles) of canals, irrigation dykes, and other waterways were reconstructed.
            

            
            Under President Chun Doo-hwan, whose younger brother, Chun Kyong-hwan, became the secretary-general, the aims of
               the movement became less focused, and it was increasingly seen as a means of drumming
               up support for the government in rural areas. It suffered from its association with
               the younger Chun, who was widely seen as corrupt. In 1984, “Saemaul for Foreigners”
               was launched so that other countries could benefit from the Korean experience. As
               a result, many foreign community leaders have been trained in South Korea over the
               years.
            

            
            A “second phase” of the movement was formally launched in December 1998. The aims
               of Saemaul undong were redefined as to revitalize the country, construct a sound society, provide a
               good environment, prepare for reunification, and work for international cooperation.
               It continues to exist, but with the steady decline of the rural population, and with
               many other outlets for Koreans, it is far less important than it once was.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Shinmindang)
         

         
         	
            There have been three political parties with this name. The first was formed in February 1961 by the “old faction”
               members of the Democratic Party under the leadership of Kim To-yon. Its aim was “to promote liberal democracy.” However,
               it was dissolved following the military revolution of 16 May 1961. The second New Democratic Party was organized in February 1967 when the Masses Party and the New Korea Party (1) merged. The new party, under the leadership of Yu Chin-o, advocated progressive reforms. It was at this juncture that younger leaders such
               as Kim Dae-jung, Kim Young-sam, and Yi Chol-sung rose within the party. In 1967, its presidential candidate, Yun Po-son, ran but failed, and in the 1971 presidential election, Kim Dae-jung lost by a narrow
               margin to the incumbent president, Park Chung-hee. In 1973, Kim Young-sam became president of the party, which was then the major opposition
               party.
            

            
            The third New Democratic Party emerged in the aftermath of the defeat suffered by
               Kim Dae-jung’s Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD) in the March 1991 local council elections. In April 1991, Kim effected a merger
               between the PPD and the New Democratic United Party of Yi Wu-jong to form the New Democratic Party. It was a centralist reformist party
               under the collective leadership of Kim and Yi, with Kim as its president. In September
               1991, it merged with the Democratic Party.
            

            
            See also PAK SUN-CHON (1898–1983).
            

            
         

         
         	NEW DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY (Shin minju konghwadang)
         

         
         	NEW DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY

         
         	
            In October 1987, Kim Jong-pil reconstituted the Democratic Republican Party, the ruling party under President Park Chung-hee, which was dissolved along with all other political parties in 1980 following Park’s assassination, naming it the New Democratic Republican Party. Kim became its president, and it
               won 35 seats in the 1988 National Assembly elections, becoming the third opposition party. In February 1990, the party merged
               with the ruling Democratic Justice Party and Kim Young-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party to form the Democratic Liberal Party.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW DEMOCRATIC UNITED PARTY (Shinminjuyonhap)
         

         
         	
            A political party established in February 1990, following the merger of the Reunification Democratic Party, the ruling Democratic Justice Party, and Kim Jong-pil’s New Democratic Republican Party to form the Democratic Liberal Party. Its leaders included Yi Wu-jong, a female professor turned politician, and others
               who objected to the cynical way in which ruling and opposition groups had come together.
               In April 1991, it merged with Kim Dae-jung’s Party for Peace and Democracy to form the New Democratic Party.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW IL-HAN (1895–1971)

         
         	
            New (Yu would be the more normal romanization) Il-han was a Korean businessman, campaigner
               against the Japanese, philanthropist, and educator. He was born in Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea, but moved to the United States in 1904. Like other young Koreans at the time, he gravitated toward Kearney, Nebraska.
               There he attended local schools and also enrolled in the same local military academy
               as Henry Chung, later active in the Korean exile groups in the United States. He studied at the
               University of Michigan, receiving a bachelor’s degree in business administration. He put this
               to immediate use with the establishment of the “Chinese” food company, La Choy, in 1920; Henry Chung, disillusioned with academic work and
               with the Korean Provisional Government, went to work at La Choy as a salesman. In 1924, New established New Han and Company;
               its first chair was another Korean activist in exile, Philip Jaesohn. New would later sell his share of La Choy to his American partner.
            

            
             Before then, he had returned to Korea, where he established the Yuhan Corporation,
               the first Korean pharmaceutical company, in 1926. By the early 1940s, he was back
               in the United States, where he took a PhD at the University of Southern California.
               He also became involved with Korean exile organizations. During the Pacific War, he
               worked with the Office of Strategic Services (OSS; forerunner of the Central Intelligence
               Agency). He was involved with the Korean “Tiger Army” and in planning for OSS infiltration
               operations in Korea. The sudden end of the war in August 1945 saved New and his colleagues
               from what would have been a highly dangerous mission. Instead, he returned to South
               Korea in 1946 and resumed charge of the Yuhan Corporation, which steadily grew under
               his leadership, and also became the first chair of the revived Korean Chamber of Commerce
               and Industry. As the years went by, he also became a generous donator to charitable
               causes. In 1963, he made a major donation of Yuhan shares to Yonsei University to
               establish a health center. The following year he established the Yuhan Educational
               Foundation and the Yuhan Technical High School. After his death, these would become
               the basis for the eventual Yuhan University. His biggest philanthropical move was
               to set up the Korea Social and Educational Trust Fund in 1970—now the Yuhan Foundation—to
               which he would leave all his considerable fortune. His daughter did the same on her
               death in 1990. These were grand and highly public gestures, but New could also be
               unexpectedly generous away from the limelight. The American journalist and musicologist James Wade recounted an unsolicited call from New’s office asking
               to meet. It transpired that the businessman had learned that Wade was having trouble
               producing a planned opera based on The Martyred by the Korean American author Richard Kim. New immediately gave one million won, equivalent to US$18,660 today (2019). He promised
               to raise more but died before he was able to do so. He received few honors in life,
               but he was posthumously awarded the South Korean highest honor, the Order of Civil
               Merit, the Mugunghwa Medal, the Order of Merit for National Foundation, and the Independence
               Medal.
            

            
            See also CHUNG JU-YUNG (1915–2001).
            

            
         

         
         	NEW KOREA DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NKDP) (Shinhangukminjudang)
         

         
         	NEW KOREA DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NKDP)

         
         	
            This political party was formed in January 1985 by politicians who regained their civil rights, which
               had been revoked following the December 1979 coup. In November 1984, all but 19 former political leaders were freed from the political
               blacklist, and they immediately launched a new party movement to promote democracy.
               Yi Min-woo was named its president, and among its key leaders were Kim Young-sam and Yi Chol-sung. Kim Dae-jung, who returned from exile in the United States in February 1985, did not join the party immediately, but he agreed to serve as adviser
               to the president of the party.
            

            
            The New Korea Democratic Party quickly became the main opposition party, struggling
               against the Democratic Justice Party and the government of President Chun Doo-hwan. In 1986, it launched a nationwide movement for constitutional revision. However,
               it suffered badly when Kim Young-sam broke away in May 1987 to form his own Reunification Democratic Party (RDP). Kim Dae-jung joined this new party in August. The NKDP then steadily dissolved
               as members left it to join either the RDP or the new Party for Peace and Democracy, which Kim Dae-jung formed in November 1987.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW KOREA PARTY (1) (Shinhandang)
         

         
         	
            A short-lived political party that former president Yun Po-son established in May 1966. In February 1967, it merged with the Masses Party to form the New Democratic Party.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW KOREA PARTY (2) (Saehandang)
         

         
         	
            A longtime critic of the existing political parties, as well as governments since the late 1960s, Professor Kim Tong-gil of Yonsei
               University founded this party in January 1992. Kim had set up a group known as the
               Asia-Pacific Era Committee, promoting “new politics,” and the New Korea Party emerged
               from this organization. Shortly after its formation, it merged first with the New Democratic Party and then with Chung Ju-yung’s Unification National Party. Kim later joined the United Liberal Democrats.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW KOREA PARTY OF HOPE (NKPH) (Huimanguishinhankuktang)
         

         
         	
            Small conservative political party that contested the 2000 National Assembly elections and won one seat.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW PARTY FOR THE PEOPLE (NPP) (Kukminshindang)
         

         
         	
            A political party that emerged in 1997 as Rhee In-je’s vehicle for that year’s presidential election. The party failed to survive Rhee’s
               defeat, and its members generally drifted back to the National Congress for New Politics, as did Rhee himself. Its name was sometimes given in English as the New People’s
               Party.
            

            
         

         
         	NEW PEOPLE’S PARTY

         
         	
            See NEW PARTY FOR THE PEOPLE (NPP) (Kukminshindang).
            

            
         

         
         	NOGUN-RI MASSACRE

         
         	
            In October 1999, newly declassified U.S. documents appeared to confirm rumors that
               United States troops in South Korea had carried out a massacre of South Koreans at a village called Nogun-ri in South
               Kyongsang Province in late July 1950 during the early stages of the Korean War. Former U.S. soldiers who came forward to testify appeared to provide further evidence
               about the alleged massacre, though subsequently some of this testimony was shown to
               be false in at least one case. Claims of a massacre at Nogun-ri went back to the period
               after the overthrow of President Syngman Rhee in 1960, but the military revolution of 16 May 1961 stopped all inquiries and so the matter had never been investigated. A team from
               the Associated Press used the documents to produce a detailed account of what was
               supposed to have happened at the village.
            

            
            The story was that U.S. soldiers from the Seventh Cavalry Regiment, acting under orders
               to shoot at Korean refugees who appeared to be approaching them since there might
               be North Korean agents among them, had fired on a large group sheltering in and around a railway
               arch. Air strikes were also used. Evidence for such orders existed in the U.S. archives,
               as did evidence of some concern on the part of U.S. ambassador John Muccio. Faced with these claims, the U.S army conducted an investigation in January 2001.
               This concluded that there had been “an unfortunate incident” at the village, but the
               United States declined to apologize or to provide compensation, although President
               Bill Clinton expressed regret. The U.S. and South Korean governments then issued a “Statement
               of Mutual Understanding Between the United States and the Republic of Korea on the
               No Gun Ri Investigations” that effectively agreed to do nothing.
            

            
            The issue did not end there. In 2005, a South Korean inquest concluded that 163 people
               had been killed or were missing and 55 had been wounded. These figures were revised
               by a further investigation by the government-funded Nogun-ri Foundation in 2011, which
               estimated that between 250 and 300 had died at Nogun-ri, most of them women and children.
               That same year, a peace memorial park opened at Nogun-ri.
            

            
            The Nogun-ri material led to many other similar allegations about the conduct of both
               the South Korean and the U.S. forces toward refugees; the Truth and Reconciliation Commission confirmed eight similar incidents. The incidents and subsequent investigations led
               to a host of books. The AP team won the Pulitzer Prize for journalism for their report
               in 2000; after some of the material used was shown to be false, there was some pressure
               for the prize to be taken away. But since something clearly had happened at Nogun-ri
               involving Korean refugees and U.S. forces, in the end they kept it.
            

            
            See also CHEJU REBELLION; HAMPYONG-KOCHANG INCIDENTS; KWANGJU UPRISING; NATIONAL REHABILITATION AND GUIDANCE LEAGUE.
            

            
         

         
         	NORDPOLITIK

         
         	
            In June 1973, President Park Chung-hee announced that his government was willing to establish ties with countries having
               ideological and political systems different from South Korea’s. It was hoped that
               this new foreign policy approach would allow South Korea to escape from the Cold War era and establish diplomatic relations with all of its neighbors, regardless of ideology.
            

            
            South Korea had been obliged to rely on the West for international support and was
               cut off completely from China, the Soviet Union (now Russia), and other socialist countries, yet these countries could play an important role
               in the country’s affairs. Park also hoped to weaken the ties between North Korea and the Soviet Union and its allies, and he wanted South Korea to join the United Nations. However, under Park and his immediate successors, the policy made little progress.
            

            
            The position changed with the election of President Roh Tae-woo in 1987. Less than a week after taking office, Roh indicated on 1 March 1988 that
               his government would actively seek the establishment of diplomatic relations with
               China, the Soviet Union, and other socialist countries. Accordingly, on 7 July 1988,
               he announced the adoption of Nordpolitik, or “Northern Diplomacy.” Roh’s approach
               was inspired by West Germany’s Ostpolitik (“Eastern Policy”), launched by former chancellor Willy Brandt to improve
               his country’s relations with the Soviet Union and Eastern European countries, as well
               as with East Germany. In a July declaration, Roh also indicated that his government
               would work for the establishment of amicable relations between North and South Korea.
               This strand of Nordpolitik would eventually lead to the 1991 Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and Exchanges and Cooperation between the
                  South and the North and related agreements. None of these, in the event, were ever implemented.
            

            
            The other strand was more successful. Taking advantage of the 1988 Summer Olympic Games in Seoul, cultural exchanges began with Hungary, Poland, and the Soviet Union before the Olympics.
               The participation of sports teams from the Soviet Union and other socialist countries
               (except Albania, Cuba, and North Korea) in the Olympics paved the way for commercial
               relations as well. Hungary moved even before the Olympics and exchanged trade offices
               with South Korea in June 1988. Bulgaria, Poland, and Yugoslavia followed also in 1988,
               and Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union in 1989.
            

            
            Diplomatic relations then followed, with Hungary again leading the way in February
               1989, despite strong opposition and retaliatory action from North Korea. Poland did
               likewise in November, followed by Yugoslavia in December 1989. In March 1990, the
               trend became a flood, as relations were established with Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
               Romania, and Mongolia. Meanwhile, once-hostile Third World countries also moved to normalize relations
               with South Korea. Algeria did so in January 1990, and South Yemen in May. In June,
               South Korea restored its diplomatic relations with the Congo, which had been severed
               in 1965 when the Congo had recognized North Korea.
            

            
            The main aim, however, was the establishment of full diplomatic relations with the
               Soviet Union and China, seen as the key to enhancing South Korea’s security and paving
               the way to United Nations membership. The Seoul government had made various gestures
               on several occasions to Moscow and Beijing, but there was little response from either
               until the adoption by Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev of the policies of glasnost
               and perestroika.
            

            
            Taking advantage of Gorbachev’s new domestic and foreign policy, Roh took positive
               steps to achieve his foreign policy objectives with new overtures to the Soviet Union.
               The approach worked. In September 1988, Gorbachev clearly indicated the possibility
               of opening the way to economic relations with South Korea. In addition to official
               contacts, Roh also encouraged nongovernmental ones. In January 1989, Chung Ju-yung, head of the Hyundai Group, visited Moscow, where he concluded agreements with the Soviet Union’s Chamber of
               Commerce and Industry to set up South Korean–Soviet joint ventures in the timber,
               fishery, and shipbuilding industries. Chung returned in August, taking a 31-man study team
               with him to explore the possibilities for other joint ventures.
            

            
            In June 1989, Kim Young-sam, leader of the opposition Reunification Democratic Party, visited Moscow and discussed various matters, including the conclusion of a diplomatic
               treaty between South Korea and the Soviet Union. Following this, two key members of
               the Soviet government visited South Korea in September 1989, and in October the new
               director of the Soviet Institute of World Economics and International Relations, Vladlen
               A. Martynov, visited Seoul, bringing a 12-man delegation with him. Such contacts led
               to the establishment of consular relations in December 1989, as well as the beginning
               of joint ventures in April 1990.
            

            
            In 1990, South Korean–Soviet relations took a dramatic turn following the Moscow visit
               of Kim Young-sam, now executive chairman of the newly formed ruling Democratic Liberal Party. In March, he led a delegation composed of high-level party and government officials
               to Moscow and negotiated with the Soviet leaders as President Roh’s personal envoy.
               Anatoly Dobrynin, former Soviet ambassador to the United States, flew to Seoul in May 1990. He met President Roh and discussed a possible meeting
               between Roh and Gorbachev while the latter was on a state visit to the United States
               in June. Direct air services between Seoul and Moscow opened in April.
            

            
            Roh and Gorbachev met in San Francisco on 4–5 June 1990. Although no official statements
               were made on the subject, it was now unmistakably clear that the establishment of
               full diplomatic relations was only a matter of time. In September 1990, Soviet foreign
               minister Eduard Shevardnadze visited Pyongyang and informed the North Korean government that the Soviet Union would establish diplomatic
               relations with South Korea. Then on 30 September, in New York, Shevardnadze and his
               South Korean counterpart, Choe Ho-jung, announced the establishment of full diplomatic
               relations. In mid-December 1990, President Roh made a state visit to the Soviet Union,
               consolidating the ties with that nation.
            

            
            Relations with China moved in parallel with these developments, but more slowly. Despite
               occasional setbacks, from the early 1980s, Sino–South Korean trade had begun to expand,
               although its extent was not always openly admitted by either side. South Korean manufactured
               goods found a ready market in China, while Chinese raw materials and traditional products
               such as medicines were welcomed in South Korea. Cultural and sporting links were also
               on the increase. Despite North Korean protests, PRC athletes attended the Asian Games
               in Seoul in 1986 and also the 1988 Olympic Games.
            

            
            Relations with China were more complicated than relations with the Soviet Union, because
               of South Korea’s long-standing relationship with, and diplomatic recognition of, the
               “Republic of China” on Taiwan. As in negotiations with other countries, the Chinese
               made it clear that these relations would have to be broken if South Korea wanted diplomatic
               relations. Finally, in 1992, and despite strong protests from Taiwan, South Korea
               and the PRC established diplomatic relations. The North Koreans made clear their opposition
               to this move by their closest ally, but such protests were now far more muted than
               when Hungary had begun the process in 1988.
            

            
            By the time South Korea and China established relations in 1992, both Koreas had already
               entered the United Nations, thus meeting another target of Nordpolitik.
            

            
            See also CROSS-RECOGNITION; TRUSTPOLITIK.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTH KOREA

         
         	
            The state that has occupied the northern half of the Korean Peninsula since 1948,
               North Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; DPRK) is, at 122,313 square km
               (47,225 square miles), slightly larger than South Korea in area. A population in 1945
               of about 7 million had reached 14.7 million by 1973 and was estimated at about 24
               million in 2003 and 25.74 million in 2019. These figures are all around 50 percent
               of the population of the South at the same time. A government census in 2008 also
               gave a figure of 24 million. Until 1972, the North Korean capital was officially Seoul, the capital of unified Korea from 1392, with Pyongyang designated the “temporary capital.” The Constitution adopted in 1972 no longer referred
               to Seoul, however, and since then the North Koreans have made much of Pyongyang’s
               historical role as one of Korea’s ancient cities.
            

            
            North Korea emerged from the 1945 division of the Korean Peninsula in order to take
               the Japanese surrender. The Soviet Union (now Russia) may not have intended to establish a state in Korea, but the administration it established
               in its zone of occupation soon began to take on the characteristics of a separate
               entity. These tendencies were increased with the onset of the Cold War, and two separate
               states emerged in 1948. Since its establishment, North Korea has remained a one-party
               state, under the rule of the Korean Workers’ Party (KWP), led first by Kim Il Sung, then by his son Kim Jong Il. Since the latter’s death in December 2011, his third son, Kim Jong Un, has taken control. Having failed to reunify the peninsula during the 1950–1953 Korean War, Kim Il Sung concentrated on building up North Korea and his own position, so that
               by the mid-1960s, all known opposition had been eliminated. From about then, Kim also
               began grooming Kim Jong Il as his successor.
            

            
            Aided by the Soviet Union, China, and Eastern European countries, North Korea had become an industrialized country by the early 1960s, with a higher standard of living than South Korea. However,
               this position began to slip in the 1970s, when an ambitious program of modernizing
               industry collapsed, leaving a string of bad debts. At the same time, fearful of what
               it felt was the threat of the United States, North Korean military expenditure began to rise, a trend that has continued steadily
               ever since. This distorted the economy, as did a heavy dependence on the Soviet Union.
               When the latter collapsed in 1991, so did the North Korean economy. Together with
               the problems inherent in a command economy and a series of natural disasters in the
               mid-1990s, the end of Soviet support led to famine and great distress for much of
               the 1990s.
            

            
            North Korea survived both those disasters and the death of Kim Il Sung in July 1994.
               Although Kim Jong Il was slow to take over his father’s role, by 2000 when he met
               the South Korean president, Kim Dae-jung, at the June 2000 summit, he appeared fully in control. The transition from Kim Jong Il to Kim Jong Un may
               have been more difficult, but as time goes by, he appears in control.
            

            
            North Korea–South Korea relations have been marked by hostility and suspicion, an inevitable legacy of the original
               circumstances in which the two states emerged and of the Korean War. While there was
               some relaxation between 1997 and 2007, with growing trade and other links, this disappeared under the more conservative governments of Presidents
               Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye. The election of President Moon Jae-in in 2017 at first led to no change, but developments in 2018 seemed hopeful, with three
               North–South Summits and improved North Korean relations with the United States. Unfortunately,
               developments in 2019 seemed to show a return to earlier hostility, and each side remains
               wary of the other.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS

         
         	
            The division of the Korean Peninsula in 1945 by the Soviet Union (now Russia) and the United States led eventually to the creation of two states, the Democratic People’s Republic of
               Korea (North Korea) in the northern half of the peninsula, and the Republic of Korea (South Korea) in
               the south. Each state was backed by its erstwhile liberator, and both claimed to be
               the legitimate government of a united Korea. Some on both sides of the divide tried
               to bring about reconciliation, and the wartime Allies devised a formula in the 1945
               Moscow Agreement for the eventual reunification of the peninsula, but by 1948, the division was fixed.
            

            
            In 1950, having put forward proposals for discussions on the division, North Korea
               under Kim Il Sung attempted to reunify the peninsula by force via the Korean War. The attempt was thwarted by United Nations intervention, with North Korea only saved from extinction by Chinese intervention. The war ended with the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement, which perpetuated the division. Despite strong unification rhetoric from both sides,
               after 1953 they each concentrated on postwar reconstruction, and there were no official
               contacts between them. Occasional military clashes and exchanges of fire along the
               Demilitarized Zone served as reminders of the underlying tension, but the presence of U.S./United Nations forces in South Korea and Chinese forces in the North prevented any escalation of these incidents.
            

            
            The late 1960s saw developments that would eventually lead the two Koreas to the negotiating
               table. U.S.–Soviet détente was one such factor; the U.S.–China rapprochement of 1971
               was another. Each Korea saw that its supporters had other interests that would be
               likely to prevail over their interests in Korea. It was in this context that the first
               links between North and South Korea were set up in 1971, with the 1971 North–South Red Cross talks, in which both governments took a strong interest. The Red Cross channel would continue
               to be used from time to time thereafter, but in 1972, formal governmental-level talks
               led to the July 1972 statement on Korean reunification. The talks seemed to indicate some common ground, but they eventually fizzled out
               in mutual recrimination. South Korea’s president Park Chung-hee used the alleged threat posed by growing North–South contacts to introduce his Yushin rule, while the North broke off contacts after the alleged kidnapping by South Korean
               agents of the South Korean opposition politician Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
            There were no moves from the North at the time of Park’s assassination in October
               1979, or when General Chun Doo-hwan staged the December 1979 coup. Chun made some proposals to the North about resuming talks after he became president
               in August 1980, but they were rejected. Then in October 1980, Kim Il Sung put forward
               a revised version of a 1960 proposal for solving the problem of reunification by establishing
               a “Democratic Confederal Republic of Koryo,” which has remained the essential basis
               of the North Korean position ever since. Instead of talking, the North appears to
               have tried terror, with the 1983 Rangoon bomb attack on Chun and his party during a state visit. Despite this, the Chun government reacted
               positively in 1984 to a North Korean offer of flood assistance, and North Korean goods
               flowed south. But there was no follow-up.
            

            
            North Korea protested the holding of the 1986 Asian Games in Seoul, while the North Korean agents’ bombing of Korean Air flight KA 858 in 1987 was aimed at discouraging visitors to the 1988 Olympic Games. The United States successfully intervened to persuade the North Koreans against
               any further such acts, and there was no disruption of the games. By that stage, Chun’s
               successor, Roh Tae-woo, had begun his policy of Nordpolitik, which was at first directed toward the North Koreans as much as the other communist
               states. A series of high-level talks eventually led to the 1991 Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and Exchanges and Cooperation between the
                  South and the North and a number of other agreements. These represented the most comprehensive agreements
               ever reached between North and South. Although they have not been implemented, both
               sides continue to use them as a benchmark in relations.
            

            
            The early 1990s were dominated by the possible consequences for North Korea of the
               collapse of the Soviet Union and by growing international concern over the North Korean nuclear program. The fall of the Soviet Union and the end of communism throughout Eastern Europe
               led many in South Korea (and elsewhere) to predict that the North Korean political
               and economic system would also soon disappear. While this in the short term led to
               a certain degree of triumphalism, the nuclear issue showed that North Korea was still
               a force on the peninsula. As the crisis deepened in 1994, South Korea felt increasingly
               marginalized in the face of direct U.S.–North Korean negotiations. But contacts continued,
               and an agreement was reached for the first-ever summit meeting between the leaders
               of North and South Korea in July 1994.
            

            
            At this point, Kim Il Sung died. The South Korean president, Kim Young-sam, though he had been prepared to meet Kim a few days earlier, refused to express condolences.
               The police firmly suppressed expressions of mourning that took place on some university campuses. Relations cooled, and they were not improved when a North Korean submarine,
               apparently engaged in an infiltration attempt, went aground on South Korea’s east
               coast in 1996. The North eventually apologized for the incident, which it claimed
               was the result of engine failure, and the cremated remains of the crew were returned
               on 30 December 1996 at Panmunjom.
            

            
            When the long-term opposition leader, Kim Dae-jung, became president in 1998, he announced
               a new policy toward the North, usually described as the “sunshine policy.” Rather than confrontation, Kim said that while any attack or intrusion would be dealt
               with firmly, there would be no attempt at a takeover, and the South would be ready
               to provide assistance to help the North both feed its people and rebuild its economy. This policy continued until 2008. Periodic upsets happened. These included a further
               submarine incident in 1998, occasional tension in the Demilitarized Zone, and regular naval clashes in the West Sea during the May–June crab-fishing season.
            

            
            Despite such incidents, Kim Dae-jung and the North Korean leader Kim Jong Il were able to meet in Pyongyang for the June North–South 2000 Summit. Other links were forged by “private” efforts such as that of the Hyundai Group, which was probably heavily subsidized in one form or another by the government,
               and a host of South Korean nongovernmental organizations. Whereas in the past, few
               if any South Koreans had seen more of North Korea than the view across the Demilitarized
               Zone, beginning in the 1990s, thousands visited the North either as tourists on the Mount Kumgang tours and later Kaesong, or in other capacities.
            

            
            Such developments did not prove popular with all South Koreans. Many older people
               and war veterans remained suspicious of the North and its motives. Others were concerned that most
               of the benefits from the new relationship lay with the North, which seemed happy to
               take the South’s money and assistance and to give little in return. Even in official
               circles, there remained reluctance to accept North Korea’s legitimacy. Displays of
               the North Korean flag and other state symbols were not normally allowed. The national defense forces still officially viewed North Korea as their principal enemy. Despite the progress,
               full reconciliation remained a long way off. The issue of the North Korean nuclear
               program and missiles overshadowed engagement from the beginning and eventually led
               to strains in relations with the United States. Although President Kim Dae-jung and
               his successor, Roh Moo-hyun, persisted in their efforts to woo the North, they were not able to modify its behavior.
               Revelations about the amount spent to persuade the North to take part in the June
               2000 North–South Summit increased hostility to the policy. Roh tried to keep it alive
               with the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit, but he was already in the last months of his presidency. Although various projects
               potentially beneficial to both sides were agreed upon and work on implementation began
               immediately, it was too late. Under Roh’s conservative successor, President Lee Myung-bak, relations steadily deteriorated. Even if Lee had wanted to engage the North, incidents
               such as the killing of a tourist at Mount Kumgang in 2008, naval clashes in the West,
               the Chonan incident, and the shelling of the Yonpyong Islands in 2010, among other events, would have made it difficult to do so. By the end of
               his presidency, the North had taken to vicious personal attacks, which also would
               not have disposed him to engage. Yet writing in retirement, Lee gave details of North–South
               contacts that had taken place even while the rhetoric had been at its most venomous.
               While nothing had come of such contacts, it perhaps indicated that relations with
               the North were more convoluted than outsiders understood.
            

            
            Under Lee’s successor, President Park Geun-hye, there was continued hostility. Although she had visited the North and met Kim Jong
               Il, who had expressed admiration for her father, Park Chung-hee, almost from the start
               of her presidency in 2013 the North engaged in vitriolic attacks, often couched in
               highly sexist terms. By 2014, the two sides seemed almost as far apart as they had
               ever been, with engagement but a faint echo. Park, perhaps under the influence of
               her close confidant, Choi Soon-sil, seemed to become convinced that the North was on the point of collapse; she talked
               of a “bonanza” for South Korea from such a result. The North increased the vitriol
               as Park came under increased domestic pressure in 2016 and rejoiced when she was impeached
               at the end of 2016 and eventually imprisoned the following year.
            

            
            But there was no positive greeting for Moon Jae-in, who succeeded Park as president in May 2017. Moon had been a close associate of
               Roh Moo-hyun and was widely believed to want to return to engagement. But by the time
               he became president, there was a new problem affecting North–South relations. The
               new U.S. president, Donald Trump, elected in 2016, had given conflicting signals about his likely approach to North
               Korea during his campaign. Once in office and faced with the rapid development of
               the North’s nuclear program, he became steadily more belligerent, threatening massive
               retaliation against the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, whom he dismissed as “rocket man” and later “little rocket man.” The North Koreans
               responded in kind, and it looked as though each side was squaring up for a fight.
               Moon wished to defuse the situation, urging caution and talks, since while the North’s
               threats were directed at the United States, the South and its U.S. military establishments
               were far more vulnerable. Moon had no wish to oppose the U.S. ally, for both domestic
               and international reasons. The South continued to support international sanctions
               against the North, although some humanitarian contacts were renewed. In any case,
               North Korea dismissed Moon’s efforts; the aim was to deal with the principal, not
               the puppet, and Moon should keep out of it. Yet even while the rhetoric grew steadily
               fiercer, the North began to hint that it was open to talks with the United States
               and that, since it claimed that its nuclear and missile programs were complete, there
               was no need for further tests. The South saw that there might be a chance for change.
            

            
            Kim Jong Un restated his position in his 2018 New Year’s address, but this time there
               was also a hint that the North might be open to improved North–South relations. Kim
               offered to send a team to the forthcoming Winter Olympics, to be held in the East
               Coast resort of Pyongchong in January 2018. Although the North Koreans had not qualified
               for any of the events, Moon jumped at the opportunity. The North Korean offer was
               accepted, with arrangements made for participation in some events, including a joint
               women’s ice hockey team. The eagerness to accommodate the North was not universally welcomed
               in South Korea. Some complained that the hopes of the country’s women hockey players
               had been damaged on a government whim, others that the North was still hostile and
               the enemy.
            

            
            The delegation that accompanied the North Korean athletes indicated that the North
               wanted renewed contacts. The formal leader was Kim Yong Nam, the chair of the presidium
               of the North Korean parliament, the Supreme People’s Assembly, and the country’s ceremonial
               head of state. More significant was the presence of Kim Jong Un’s sister, Kim Yo Jong. She was poised and appeared unfazed by being deliberately snubbed by U.S. vice president
               Mike Pence (1959–). Pence pointedly ignored her presence at the games’ opening ceremony
               and then refused to attend a banquet given by President Moon at which she was present.
               President Moon wasn’t bothered; he got his reward in the form of a letter offering
               talks between the two leaders.
            

            
            As contacts developed to turn this idea into reality, another invitation emerged,
               to Donald Trump, which was accepted in principle. This caused much debate within the
               U.S. administration but allowed Moon to go forward toward a summit. As a result, Moon
               and Kim met on 27 April at Panmunjom, the first such meeting since Roh Moo-hyun and
               Kim Jong Il had met in 2007. But whereas that occasion had seemed strained, with Roh’s
               conservative successor waiting to take over, this meeting seemed positive. There were
               moments of high theater when Kim crossed into the South and then Moon crossed into
               the North. The talks were positive. The North pledged to give up its nuclear program,
               albeit with the condition that the United States should remove its nuclear capability
               and threat to North Korea. The two leaders talked about the end of hostility and the
               start of a peace regime, including discussions with the United States and China about
               ending the state of war on the peninsula. There would be exchanges and cooperation,
               including a resumption of family reunions. They agreed to establish joint liaison
               offices at Kaesong. This was done not just in private but in public, and Kim Yo Jong
               played a choreographing role. Both sides pledged to keep in touch and to work for
               a successful U.S. summit and perhaps even wider meetings, involving China. Discussion
               about what it all meant concluded that it was long on theater but thin on substance.
               The positions stated were not new, and Kim’s commitment to denuclearization gave no
               indication of the time frame involved or what the concept meant for North Korea. At
               the same time, it was a remarkable turnaround from the tensions of 2017. President
               Trump claimed the credit, contrasting the tensions of 2017 with the new mood in 2018.
               The more cynical noted that the president had himself contributed no little amount
               to the tension in 2017.
            

            
            A second North–South summit was planned for September. In the event, apparent difficulties
               over the U.S. summit, which Trump announced was canceled because of disrespect allegedly
               shown to the U.S. chief negotiator, CIA director Mike Pompeo (1963–), led to a hastily
               arranged second meeting between Moon and Kim at Panmunjom on 26 May. Photographs showed
               warm handshakes, and the two leaders announced that they had discussed matters of
               importance, including the planned third summit. The substance was indicated by Kim
               Jong Un’s warm thanks to Moon over his efforts regarding the U.S. summit, which he
               pledged to hold. They also agreed to meet frequently to “pool wisdom.” North Korean
               media coverage was even more positive than it had been in April.
            

            
            The U.S. summit in Singapore went ahead. It too was noted for its theater and its
               relative lack of substance. But it was nevertheless a major step. Then came the Pyongyang
               summit, confirmed in an announcement in August. This was to be a three-day event,
               with Moon and his wife flying to Pyongyang to be greeted by Kim. Discussions the following
               day produced the Pyongyang Declaration and various formal agreements that provide
               for even greater cooperation. Practical steps would be taken to begin full demilitarization
               of the DMZ. Work would begin to prepare for the possible reopening of the Kumgang
               tourist resort and the Kaesong industrial zone. Kim promised that there would be denuclearization.
               He also promised to visit Seoul at a suitable time; later South Korean media said
               that this might be as early as December 2018. That same day, Moon gave the first ever
               public speech by a South Korean leader in the North, to a large audience at the May
               Day Stadium. In the evening, the two leaders and their spouses attended a performance
               of “The Glorious Country,” a mass games extravaganza to mark the 70th anniversary
               of the establishment of North Korea. On the final day, the two leaders and their wives
               visited Mount Paektu on the border with China, allowing Moon to fulfill what he said
               was a lifelong dream.
            

            
            While there remained questions, it did look as though a new relationship was under
               way. Work began on various of the agreed projects, and messages between the leaders
               seemed positive. However, Kim did not visit Seoul before the end of the year. It was
               also clear that there were major problems in the U.S.–North Korean negotiations for
               a second summit. It did eventually take place, in Singapore in February 2019, but
               broke up without agreement. Worldwide, there was a visible withdrawing from contacts.
               The tone of the North Korean media toward the South changed. The United States was
               not attacked, but South Korea was. Overtures from Moon were rebuffed. Some low-level
               cooperation continued, but nothing like what had been hoped for. When Trump visited
               the South in June, he suggested to Kim Jong Un that they should meet at Panmunjom.
               This duly happened. Moon was present for the photo call, and he and Kim were shown
               smiling and shaking hands, but Moon was not included in the talks. When U.S.–South
               Korean military exercises resumed in summer 2019, the tone became even more bitter
               and personal against Moon. His 15 August Liberation Day address, in which he said
               he hoped for unification by 2045 and urged the resumption of dialogue, was rejected
               a day later by the North, which called him “an impudent guy, rarely to be found.”
               North–South relations clearly come second in Kim Jong Un’s view.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019

         
         	
            There are no diplomatic relations between the United States and North Korea. Until the late 1980s, the only official contacts were those at Panmunjom, where U.S military personnel served as members of the United Nations Command. This began to change, first in an attempt to secure a threat-free Olympic Games in Seoul, and then more intensely over concerns about the North Korean nuclear program. From the latter talks came the 1994 Agreed Framework and other forms of cooperation.
               Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (1937–) visited North Korea in October 2000,
               and there were hopes that President William Clinton might visit, but he left office before this was possible. In retirement, both Clinton
               and former president Jimmy Carter did make visits. The question did not arise under Clinton’s successors, as the question
               of North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs caused increasing international concern.
            

            
            The election of Donald Trump in 2016 sent mixed signals. On the one hand, he had said more than once that he might
               meet Kim Jong Un, the North Korean leader. On the other, he had condemned the North’s nuclear program
               and threatened to take action against it. In office, it was the second theme that
               was prominent, and tensions seemed to rise to worrying levels during 2017. From the
               North Korean involvement in the 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea and the North’s
               proposal of a meeting between the Korean leaders there emerged an invitation to Trump.
               This was eagerly accepted and widely welcomed. Although the path was not smooth, the
               two leaders met in Singapore on 12 June 2018. The meeting appeared to go well. The
               communiqué said there would be new U.S. security guarantees to the North, the two
               sides would work toward new and peaceful relations, North Korea would work for the
               complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, and the search for U.S. military
               personnel missing in action since the Korean War would restart. Separately, the U.S. president said that “provocative war games” would
               stop and that there would be a reduction in U.S. forces on the peninsula. Neither
               his allies nor his own security advisers appeared to have received advance notice
               of these announcements. While the fact that there had been a meeting at all was seen
               as hopeful, there were obvious questions about some aspects of the communiqué. The
               North Koreans had not spelled out what they meant by “complete denuclearization.”
               In the past, they had argued that it should include the ending of the U.S. nuclear
               umbrella provided for South Korea and Japan. There was no mention of lifting sanctions; indeed, U.S. officials made it clear
               that sanctions would remain until there was “complete denuclearization.” While the
               improvement in relations was welcomed internationally, there were clearly many questions
               unanswered and issues pushed aside.
            

            
            Regular contacts now began between officials to take the arrangements forward, and
               the North Koreans made some gestures toward reducing their nuclear program. But there
               were as many difficulties as there were advances. The North Koreans complained that
               they were expected to make concessions but got nothing in return. The lead U.S. negotiator,
               Mike Pompeo, was accused of behaving “like a gangster” in his demands, and the North
               Koreans demanded that he be replaced. At the same time, relations with South Korea
               appeared to have been given a boost, as Kim Jong Un consulted Moon Jae-in regularly.
               The North even gained as a number of countries, including China and Russia, relaxed their enforcement of sanctions on the grounds that its willingness to engage
               with the United States should be acknowledged. And in spite of the bickering and threats,
               which included Kim Jong Un warning in his 2018 New Year’s address that unless the
               North saw more real benefits it might revert to its previous position and restart
               nuclear and long-range rocket testing, a second summit was set up.
            

            
            Much more preparation had gone into this meeting, which took place in the capital
               of Vietnam, Hanoi, on 27–28 February 2019. There were plenty of smiles and photographs over
               dinner on the first day, and substantive discussions began on the following morning.
               There was then to be a lunch, followed by a signing ceremony of an agreed document.
               However, the lunch and the signing ceremony were canceled. Trump said later that the
               North Koreans had demanded the end of all sanctions. The North Korean response, made
               by the foreign minister, was to deny that this was the case. They had asked for the
               lifting of some of the more recent UN sanctions, having undertaken to begin major
               moves toward denuclearization that the United States could monitor. However, Trump
               had moved from what they had thought was agreed, presenting a demand that appeared
               to reflect the views of his national security adviser, John Bolton (1948–), which
               the North Koreans had already rejected. Reaction to the way the meeting had gone was
               mixed. To some, the blame lay with North Korea for, it was claimed, going back on
               its promise of complete denuclearization. North Korea had behaved as it had always
               done, trying to get the maximum advantage for the minimum concession. The United States
               should abandon the idea of making a deal with the North Koreans and return to a hostile
               stance. Others assigned blame more equally, pointing to the apparent sudden change
               in the U.S. position that had caught the North Koreans by surprise. Some felt that
               the Hanoi meeting had not been a failure. It had revealed the fault lines between
               the two countries, but it might still be possible to get back to the negotiating table
               with a clearer understanding of the problems.
            

            
            The immediate consequence was that North Korea seemed to withdraw into its shell.
               Its embassies, which had been more outgoing since early 2018, were less approachable
               and entertained less, even on major occasions. South Korea found that the goodwill
               and cooperation that had emerged in 2018 evaporated. Not all contacts were broken
               off, but they were reduced. The tone of comments on South Korea returned to hostility,
               and attempts at contact were rebuffed. As some South Korean–U.S. military exercises
               resumed, the tone became even more bitter toward the South. With the United States,
               it was somewhat different. The contacts continued, and there were exchanges of letters
               between Trump and Kim. Then, at the end of June 2019, President Trump visited South
               Korea. Soon after his arrival, he sent a tweet offering to meet Kim Jong Un at Panmunjom. After a positive response from North Korea, the two met on 30 June. Kim apparently
               said that he had not expected to meet Trump “at this place,” but there was more, in
               that Trump stepped across the military demarcation line, thus becoming the first U.S. president to stand on North Korean soil. There was
               a brief Trilateral Summit when President Moon joined the other two, and then Trump and Kim talked for an hour.
               President Trump, who said that they had agreed to set up teams to revive their negotiations,
               called it a “legendary day.” As before, it was strong on theater, with many photographs.
               By August 2019, when North Korea contemptuously dismissed Moon’s offer of contacts,
               it was hard to see that the June meeting had made much difference.
            

            
            See also JUNE 2000 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; OCTOBER 2007 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM

         
         	
            North Korea began a civilian nuclear energy program in the 1950s, with assistance from the Soviet
               Union (Russia). Given the relative lack of other energy resources and the presence of graphite
               and uranium, this made sense. The Soviet Union provided training, and an experimental
               reactor was built at Yonbyon in 1965. At Soviet insistence, this reactor was registered
               with the International Atomic Energy Agency in 1977 and was subject to IAEA inspection.
            

            
            In 1987, again at Soviet insistence, North Korea joined the Non-proliferation Treaty
               (NPT), although it did not sign the required safeguards agreement or submit a full
               list of its nuclear facilities to the IAEA until 1992. Following a South Korean declaration
               that there were no nuclear weapons in South Korea, the two Koreas signed a non-nuclear
               declaration in December 1991. Like the Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and Exchanges and Cooperation between the
                  South and the North signed at the same time, this remained largely a dead letter.
            

            
            By 1991, however, there was growing international concern that North Korea might be
               developing a nuclear weapons program. Satellite photographs showed that there were
               more facilities at Yongbyon than the Soviet reactor. This was confirmed by the North
               Korean list supplied to the IAEA. What the North Koreans described as a radiochemical
               laboratory appeared to be a spent nuclear fuel reprocessing plant. This would allow
               the extraction of plutonium, necessary for nuclear weapons. IAEA attempts to inspect
               these facilities led the North Koreans to announce in March 1993 that they were withdrawing
               from the NPT.
            

            
            This threatened to put the whole international nonproliferation regime in jeopardy.
               Great pressure was put on North Korea, including the threat of United Nations sanctions, not to withdraw. It also emerged later that the U.S. government under President
               William Clinton even considered military action, although this line was not pursued. The pressure
               on the North Koreans eventually worked, and they agreed to suspend their withdrawal
               from the NPT.
            

            
            Following a visit in June 1994 to North Korea by former U.S. president Jimmy Carter, negotiations began between North Korea and the United States that led to the signing of an “Agreed Framework” at Geneva in October 1994. Under
               this agreement, North Korea agreed to freeze all its activities at Yongbyon, while
               a consortium, to be known as the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO), would supply two light water reactors (LWRs) to North Korea to meet its energy
               needs. In addition, it was agreed to supply heavy fuel oil to North Korea until the
               LWRs became operational. The United States undertook also to lift sanctions and to
               move toward diplomatic relations with North Korea. Only when the new LWRs were about to become operational would the
               IAEA fully investigate North Korea’s past nuclear history. The groundbreaking ceremony
               for the LWRs took place in 1997, and the first concrete pouring for the reactors themselves
               occurred in August 2002.
            

            
            By then, there were new concerns. For North Korea it was whether or not the United
               States would fulfill its part of the 1994 agreement. For the United States after the
               visit of a senior U.S. official to North Korea in October 2002, it was whether North
               Korea had embarked on a separate road to a nuclear weapons program using enriched
               uranium. The United States claimed that the North Koreans had admitted to having such
               a program. The North denied this but claimed that it had the right to do so, since
               the United States continued to target it with nuclear weapons. As the allegations
               flew, North Korea expelled the IAEA inspectors from Yongbyon, claimed to have restarted
               its program there, and formally withdrew from the NPT, the first state ever to do
               so. Once again, there was much international activity, eventually leading to talks
               involving the two Koreas, China, Japan, Russia, and the United States in August 2003. These Six Party Talks would go on until 2009, but despite apparent breakthroughs in 2005 and 2007, they
               failed to deliver a solution. In the meantime, North Korea continued a program of
               nuclear tests. When these in turn led to additional UN and international sanctions,
               the North became steadily more defiant under Kim Jong Un, who succeeded his father, Kim Jong Il, in 2011. It demanded recognition as a nuclear state and enshrined its nuclear program
               in its Constitution. In 2016, it carried out two tests, the first of which, in January, it claimed was
               of a hydrogen bomb. There was some doubt about this, but the message was clear. Sanctions
               would not deter it. Another test took place in September 2017, again to universal
               condemnation. A new concern was the possibility that further tests might trigger an
               eruption from Mount Paektu, a volcano on the Sino–North Korean border that was said
               to be extinct (although it had erupted in the early years of the 20th century).
            

            
            That year also saw a new development, following the election of Donald Trump as U.S. president. Trump had sent mixed signals during his election campaign, offering
               to meet Kim Jong Un but also saying clearly that the North would not be allowed to
               conduct nuclear or missile tests. Once in office, however, Trump took no action, although
               his rhetoric and threats became strident. The North Koreans responded in kind but
               also, in the course of the year, announced that they had now reached satisfactory
               levels of both nuclear weapons and long-range missile development and that there was
               no longer any need for further tests. This message was repeated in Kim Jong Un’s 2018
               New Year’s address.
            

            
            From then on, there was a gradual reduction in tension. Summit meetings between South
               Korea’s president Moon Jae-in and later, President Trump, resulted in North Korean pledges to work toward denuclearization.
               Although it was clear that this meant different things to different people, it did
               mean that tension declined. But while the North appeared to show willingness, blowing
               up at least part of its main test site, the failure to have the removal of any of
               the sanctions against it as a quid pro quo for its actions caused dissatisfaction.
               It also continued some nuclear and missile-related work. Tensions may be less than
               they were in 2017, but a satisfactory solution to the problem was increasingly difficult
               to envisage.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTH–SOUTH POLITICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE

         
         	
            This committee, established after the July 1972 statement on Korean reunification, held its preliminary meeting at Panmunjom in August 1972. Six rounds of the full-dress meetings were held in Seoul and Pyongyang between October 1972 and July 1973. The meetings were designed to discuss and settle
               various procedural steps necessary for the achievement of peaceful reunification of
               the country in accordance with the 4 July statement. However, in August 1973, North Korea unilaterally suspended the dialogue in the wake of the kidnapping of Kim Dae-jung from Tokyo to Seoul.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTH–SOUTH RED CROSS TALKS

         
         	
            On 12 August 1971, the president of the South Korean Red Cross Society proposed to
               the Red Cross of North Korea that the two societies should begin talks to discuss ways to ease the sufferings of
               dispersed families in both the North and the South and ultimately arrange for their
               reunion. Specifically, he proposed that both Red Cross societies launch a movement
               to search for separated family members, arrange an exchange of letters between them,
               and bring about family reunions. The North Korean Red Cross accepted the proposal on 14 August, and talks began in
               September. The only two memorable events that they brought about over many years were
               the exchange of a 151-member group comprising hometown visitors and folk art troupes
               in late September 1982, and a North Korean Red Cross Society offering of relief goods
               (food and clothing) to the flood victims in the South in September 1984. The South
               Korean Red Cross promptly accepted. Working-level meetings of the representatives
               were held in 1989 to arrange another exchange of hometown visitors and performing
               art troupes, but they failed to reach an agreement on that occasion.
            

            
            Both sides continue to use the Red Cross as a channel when direct government-to-government
               contacts are difficult for whatever reason, and each has made sure that its own Red
               Cross is staffed by high-quality personnel. The two Red Cross organizations have continued
               to be involved with the issue of family exchanges, for example, leading to the introduction
               of a regular program of such contacts.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTH–SOUTH SUMMITS

         
         	
            See JUNE 2000 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; OCTOBER 2007 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT.
            

            
         

         
         	NORTHEAST ASIA HISTORY FOUNDATION

         
         	
            A number of long-standing disputes between the countries of East Asia have flared
               up from time to time since World War II. South and North Korea share with China concern about Japan’s attitude to its recent past, issues such as the question of apologies for colonial
               or wartime conduct and how Japan handles the memory of the war. The adequacy, or otherwise,
               of compensation is another contentious issue. There are also territorial disputes.
               In the case of the two Koreas and China, another important issue has been the status
               of early Korean kingdoms such as Koguryo, which straddled what is now the accepted
               border between China and the Korean Peninsula. The Chinese maintain, for example,
               that Koguryo and its successor state of Parhae were not Korean but part of the Chinese
               cultural and diplomatic world. Korean historians and many others dispute this. The
               result has been bitter exchanges and much ill feeling. In 2002, the Chinese Academy
               of Social Sciences established a “Northeast Project” to examine historical materials
               and restore the status of Northeast China, that is, to assert that this had always
               been “Chinese” territory. To Koreans in both South and North, this seemed to be a
               claim that denied the existence of the early Korean kingdoms, and both at various
               times contested it.
            

            
            It was against this background that in September 2006, the South Korean government
               established the Northeast Asia History Foundation. Like its Chinese counterpart, the
               foundation would examine documents and relevant materials to produce a “correct” historical
               account. Its first president was Professor Kim Yong-duk. Although in theory it examined
               all historical questions, and “Ancient History” is listed as one of its areas of concentration,
               it increasingly concentrated on issues with Japan, covering subjects such as comfort women, the Yasukuni Shrine, where the souls of Japan’s wartime leaders are enshrined, and
               postwar compensation. It also established a special research institute dealing with
               the Tokto dispute in 2008, which among other tasks looks at what is described as the “misnaming” of
               Tokto and the East Sea/Sea of Japan. These issues are perhaps reflections of the interests of those appointed to lead
               the foundation, who change every two years. Presidents have included historians and
               political scientists. The foundation runs regular seminars involving both Korean and
               foreign scholars and has a prolific publishing program.
            

            
            See NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF KOREAN HISTORY (Kuksa pyonchaan wiwinhoe).
            

            
         

         
         	“NUT RAGE” INCIDENT

         
         	
            On 5 December 2014, as Korean Air flight 086 was taxiing out for takeoff at JFK International Airport in New York, it
               turned back to the departure gate. The reason was that an executive of the airline,
               Cho Hyun-ah (Heather Cho), daughter of the company’s chief executive officer, became
               furious when she was served macadamia nuts in a bag instead of on a plate. She berated
               the flight attendant who served her, then called the chief of the cabin crew. The
               latter was forced to kneel to apologize while Ms. Cho tapped his knuckles with a tablet
               device, fired him on the spot, and demanded that he be put off the aircraft. The flight
               was delayed briefly. Cho had demanded that there should be no publicity, but eventually
               the story came out despite attempts by the airline to persuade the crew members not
               to complain. An official investigation proved to have been heavily weighted against
               the flight staff and led to a criminal investigation. Cho resigned from some positions
               but kept others. In February 2015, she was found guilty of obstructing the safety
               of an aircraft and received a 12-month jail sentence. This was reduced on appeal in
               May to a suspended sentence, and she was released. During the court hearings, it was
               revealed that she had been involved in an earlier incident involving service on an
               aircraft, which had been covered up by the airline. Her behavior was seen as typical
               of the arrogance of the “princelings” of the families that run the chaebol, the families who once dominated most South Korean large conglomerates. However,
               it did have one positive effect: sales of macadamia nuts increased significantly in
               the months following the incident.
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         	OBAMA, BARACK (1961–)

         
         	
            Elected 44th president of the United States in 2008, Barack Obama was widely expected to try to engage with North Korea. In the event, he and his secretary of state, Hillary Rodham Clinton, the wife of
               former U.S. president William Jefferson Clinton, pursued a hardline stance toward North Korea and were firm supporters of South Korean
               president Lee Myung-bak. The United States would practice “strategic patience.” This approach continued into
               Obama’s second term under Secretary of State John Kerry, and with President Park Geun-hye from 2013. When North Korea tested what it claimed was a hydrogen bomb in January
               2016, Obama resisted calls for some form of military action, saying that while it
               was obvious that the United States could destroy North Korea, it was right next to
               “our vital ally,” South Korea, and therefore, strategic patience should continue.
            

            
            He is said to have briefed his successor, Donald Trump, that the North Korean issue was the most important one that he would face as president.
               After Trump stepped briefly into North Korea at Panmunjom in June 2019, he claimed at a press conference that he had succeeded in getting meetings
               with Kim Jong Un, North Korea’s leader, which Obama had asked for but failed. Former members of the
               Obama administration firmly denied that Obama had ever sought such a meeting. Ben
               Rhodes, former deputy national security adviser to Obama, told CNN: “It’s just a lie
               with no supporting evidence and no basis in anything. It’s not even an exaggeration;
               it’s just not true.”
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	OCTOBER 2007 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT

         
         	
            The second summit meeting between the top leaders of the two Koreas was held in the
               North Korean capital, Pyongyang, in October 2007. Although the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il, had not carried out the promise made at the June 2000 North–South Summit to make a return visit to South Korea, South Korean president Roh Moo-hyun was anxious to keep up the momentum of the engagement policy even though he had only a few months remaining in office. Those in favor of such a
               meeting hoped that it would help the negotiations on the North Korean nuclear issue and on other issues between the two countries. Those against saw it as yet more pandering
               to the North without much prospect of return.
            

            
            Originally scheduled for August, the meeting was postponed because of floods in the
               North. When it did take place, it was very close to the South Korean presidential
               election, and the opposition Grand National Party demanded postponement. Roh refused, and the summit duly went ahead on 2–4 October.
               Roh took his wife, Kwon Yang-sook (1947–), and a large business entourage. In a symbolic
               gesture, the president and his wife walked across the Military Demarcation Line between the two countries in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). Public opinion in the South seemed not to oppose the visit, but few expected
               much from it.
            

            
            In the event, the summit went well. Roh did not allow himself to be overwhelmed. The
               closing eight-point joint declaration, which used the formal name for each side, agreed
               to work toward improved economic and security arrangements and to reduce military
               tension. The West Sea was to be turned into a “special peace and cooperation zone.”
               There would be further economic zones near the DMZ, building on the Kaesong experience. The South agreed to help upgrade the North’s transportation infrastructure, including introducing a direct air service between Seoul and Mount Paektu on the North Korean border with China to boost inter-Korean tourism. The declaration also mentioned the Six Party Talks on denuclearization and touched on the possible replacement of the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement by a peace treaty. None of this would be cheap; estimates put the bill as high as
               $11 billion.
            

            
            Efforts at implementation began immediately. Prime ministers met in November, and
               the first high-level military meeting for seven years took place. But by then the
               South Korean political scene had changed with the election of the conservative Lee Myung-bak as president. Lee made no secret of his unwillingness to implement his predecessor’s
               program, and the 2007 declaration quickly became a dead letter, with none of its imaginative
               proposals being implemented. Some of the proposals were revived in 2018, but the downturn
               in North Korea–South Korea relations in 2019 has meant that they are once again on hold.
            

         

         
         	OH SE-HOON (1961–)

         
         	
            Conservative mayor of Seoul who succeeded the future president, Lee Myung-bak, in 2006. Oh was from the city, where he attended Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
               and then studied law at Korea University. Before being elected mayor, he practiced
               as a lawyer, then served in the National Assembly as a member of the Grand National Party (now the Saenuri Party). As mayor, he did not make the same impact as Lee. Until 2011, his main campaign
               was over better-quality drinking water. His other achievement was to triple the city’s
               debt. However, he was comfortably reelected in 2010. In 2011, the opposition Democratic Party proposed to extend free school meals to Seoul schoolchildren from the then 35 percent
               to 100 percent. Oh opposed this and called for a referendum. When a very low turnout
               meant that the referendum was declared void, he resigned. The subsequent election
               saw the conservatives defeated. After stepping down, Oh went to Great Britain, where he enrolled in King’s College London’s Graduate School of Social Science and
               Public Policy, looking at the development of modern cities.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	OLIVER, ROBERT TARBELL (1909–2000)

         
         	
            Born in Oregon in the United States, Robert T. Oliver was an expert on rhetoric who became adviser to South Korea’s first
               president, Rhee Syngman. He began his studies at Pacific University and took his PhD at the University of
               Wisconsin. During World War II, he was engaged in civilian war work in Washington,
               D.C. There he first met Rhee in 1942, and a link began that lasted until Rhee’s death
               in 1965. By Oliver’s own account, he fell under Rhee’s spell and began helping him
               draft speeches and other documents. At the same time, Oliver began to publish books
               and papers under his own name on Korean issues, often based on discussions with Rhee
               and other Koreans in exile. He was also an adviser to the Korean Commission in Washington
               and to the Korean delegation to the United Nations at Lake Success and Paris. The
               relationship continued after Rhee became president of South Korea in 1948 and from
               1949 was put on a more formal footing. Oliver received a salary from the South Korean
               government of US$10,000, which he voluntarily reduced at the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950. After the war, the salary was increased to $20,000, at which level it remained
               until Rhee was overthrown in 1960. Oliver continued to help with speeches and presentations
               and also wrote a series of books on Korea that invariably portrayed Rhee in a favorable
               light. Writing later, Oliver maintained that he had not been afraid to offer unwelcome
               advice to Rhee in private, including opposing Rhee’s decision to stand for a fourth
               term as president, which had led to his overthrow. He remained in contact with Rhee
               until the latter’s death in 1965. Thereafter, he continued to have occasional exchanges
               with Rhee’s wife.
            

            
            Oliver remained in the United States all through his years as an adviser. He was careful
               to keep within the law and formally registered himself as an agent of the Korean government.
               He continued to pursue his academic career at Pennsylvania State University, where
               he was professor and chair of the department of speech. He wrote many academic books
               and papers in this field, in addition to his works on Korea. His papers are at Pennsylvania
               State.
            

            
            See also CHUNG, HENRY (1890–1985); FOREIGN POLICY; IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977).
            

         

         
         	OLYMPIC GAMES

         
         	
            Korean athletes took part in the Olympic Games before World War II as members of the
               Japanese team and under Japanese names, achieving great success in the 1936 Berlin Games in
               Germany, when Sohn Kee-chung won the gold medal for the marathon. South Korea participated in the 1948 Winter Olympic
               Games held in January–February 1948 in St. Moritz in Switzerland, and then in the
               Summer Olympic Games held in London, capital of Great Britain, even though the Republic of Korea was not formally established until the day after
               the games ended on 14 August 1948. On that occasion, Sohn Kee-chung carried the Korean
               flag. Since then, the country has been a regular participant in the games.
            

            
            After hosting the Asian Games for the first time in 1986, South Korea held the Olympic
               Games in the capital, Seoul, in 1988. North Korea protested when the games were awarded to Seoul and called for an international boycott,
               but from the mid-1980s, it became clear that most countries would attend. The North
               then demanded that it should share the games, on the basis that Korea was one country
               even though divided into two states. This was unprecedented, but the International
               Olympic Committee and the Seoul Olympics Organizing Committee agreed to negotiations.
               Although the North built many new sporting facilities, the negotiations were ultimately
               unsuccessful, and the games were held in the South only.
            

            
            They proved to be a great success, with the host country coming fourth in the medal
               table, despite concerns that they might be disrupted by North Korea or by radical
               members of the student movement. Although North Korea did not participate and tried to discourage others from attending
               by blowing up a South Korean airliner, most communist countries and the rest of the
               world ignored the North and went to Seoul. Once again, the veteran athlete Sohn Kee-chung
               carried the Korean flag at the opening ceremony. In domestic terms, the need for a
               trouble-free Olympics and concern that antigovernment demonstrations might lead to
               the loss of the games were among the factors that led President Chun Doo-hwan to allow constitutional reform in 1987.
            

            
            Since 1988, South Korea has continued to appear in the summer, winter, and paralympic
               games, always ranking among the leading countries in the medal tables. It has also
               made three bids to host the winter games, finally succeeding in winning the 2018 games,
               which were held in Pyongchang in Kangwon Province in February 2018. A last-minute
               North Korean offer to take part in the games was accepted, and an important delegation
               accompanied the athletes. This led to major political developments, including three
               North–South summit meetings and the first ever North Korea–United States Summits.
            

            
            At the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games in Australia and the 2004 Games in Athens, North and South Korea marched in together under a specially
               designed flag showing the whole peninsula, but they always competed separately. At
               the 2008 Beijing Olympics in China and at the 2012 London Olympics, the teams marched under their own flags. The “One
               Korea” flag appeared again for the Pyongchang Winter Olympics.
            

            
            See also KIM UN-YONG (1931–2017); KOREAN AIR FLIGHT KA 858; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019; PARK SEH-JIK (1933–2008); WORLD CUP 2002.
            

         

         
         	ONGJIN PENINSULA

         
         	
            A peninsula to the northwest of the Han River estuary, south of the 38th parallel. Haeju is the principal city. The division of the Korean Peninsula in 1945 left the
               Ongjin Peninsula on the southern side, but without land access to the rest of South
               Korea. It was the scene of a number of clashes between North and South forces in 1949–1950.
               The United States Military Advisory Group advised that it was dangerous to leave too
               many troops in such an exposed position, and by June 1950 there was only a single
               South Korean regiment on the peninsula. This came under heavy attack with the outbreak
               of the Korean War, and the surviving troops were evacuated by boat on 25–26 June. The end of the war
               left the whole peninsula in North Korean hands.
            

            
            See also CHORWON; KAESONG.
            

         

         
         	OSAN AND OSAN AIR BASE

         
         	
            Osan City lies 35 km (22 miles) south of Seoul. Originally part of Suwon, it began its progress to separate city status in 1916, although it did not finally
               achieve that status until 1989. It is famous for the largest market in South Korea,
               which dates from the 1790s. Osan was the site of the first major clash between North Korean and U.S. forces in the Korean War. In July 1950, Task Force Smith, hastily assembled from troops on garrison duty in
               Japan, tried but failed to halt the southward advance of North Korean tanks. Osan suffered
               heavily during the war, but today it is a thriving place. Its population is about
               200,000, with active agricultural and industrial sectors. Its development has been
               aided by its closeness to Seoul. It lies just off the Seoul–Pusan Expressway and it is on Seoul subway line one.
            

            
             The Osan Air Base, a major U.S. Air Force facility, is not actually at Osan, even
               though it takes its name from it. It lies farther south, near the city of Pyongtaek. It currently (2019) houses the U.S. Pacific Air Force 5th Fighter Wing and is the
               headquarters of the U.S. 7th Air Force. In addition, it is the headquarters of the
               South Korean Air Force. The original site was developed by U.S. forces in 1951, after
               North Korean and Chinese forces had failed in their spring 1951 offensive against Seoul. It was heavily used
               during the various crises on the Korean Peninsula after the end of the Korean War in 1953 and during the war in Vietnam. This led to new building gradually replacing Korean War vintage facilities, including
               much improved runways. During the 1970s and 1980s, the U.S. Air Force operated SR-71
               Blackbird high-speed reconnaissance aircraft along the Demilitarized Zone from the base. The flights took place every day around noon. The aircraft flew too
               fast and high to be seen, but their sonic booms could be clearly heard. Although the
               flights theoretically began in Japan, very little attempt was made to hide the aircraft on the ground or taxiing from
               those passing nearby the Osan base. In August 1981, a North Korean guided missile
               was fired at one of the aircraft, but its speed allowed it to evade the attack.
            

            
            See also CAMP BONIFAS; CAMP HUMPHREYS; CAMP WALKER; YONGSAN MILITARY BASE.
            

         

         
         	OUR REPUBLIC PARTY (Urikonghwadang)
         

         
         	
            This was originally the Korean Patriots’ Party (Daehanaekukdang), established in July 2017 to support ousted President Park Geun-hye. It was renamed in June 2019. It is pro-Park, anticommunist, and on the extreme right
               on social issues. Its leaders are Cho Won-jin (1959–) and Hong Moon-jong (1955–),
               both from the Liberty Korea Party, who are the party’s only members in the National Assembly. The party has staged noisy demonstrations in prominent parts of Seoul. It has also set up tents in Kwanghwamun Square that are regularly cleared by the
               police and just as regularly restored.
            

         

         
         	OVERSEAS KOREANS

         
         	
            Until the 1880s, Koreans were officially forbidden to leave Korea. In practice, numbers
               did drift into China and Russia, where sizable Korean communities were established by 1900. After the annexation
               of Korea by Japan in 1910, the numbers in China and Russia increased. Large numbers of Koreans also
               moved to the Japanese mainland and to other parts of the Japanese empire. In the 1930s,
               more Koreans were taken to Japan as forced labor to help the war effort. There was
               also immigration to Hawaii, where Korean laborers worked on the sugar plantations.
               These overseas communities played a role in the anti-Japanese resistance, either as
               a base for political groups or, especially in northeastern China, as a source of guerrilla
               bands. In the Soviet Union, Stalin’s fear that the Koreans might be a “fifth column”
               for the Japanese led to a massive resettlement of the community away from the Soviet–Korean
               border to parts of Soviet Central Asia, especially Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. Although
               still thinking of themselves as Koreans, and often with recognizable Korean names,
               few of them now speak or understand Korean; they do however maintain some traditional
               customs.
            

            
            The end of the Pacific War in 1945 led to the repatriation of large numbers of Koreans,
               while the emergence of two states on the peninsula in 1945 divided the loyalties of
               the remaining overseas Korean communities. Both Korean states would claim the loyalty
               of all overseas Koreans, but until the 1980s, South Korea had little contact with
               or influence among Korean communities in China or the Soviet Union. North Korea, while maintaining strong links with the Korean community in Japan, which was an
               important source of economic assistance, had few links with the fast-growing communities
               in the United States and in newer destinations such as Australia and Europe. The Korean community in China provided many of the “Chinese People’s Volunteers”
               who fought in the 1950–1953 Korean War. In general, the Koreans in China fared better than their counterparts in the Soviet
               Union. They were well integrated into Chinese society and usually were encouraged
               to keep their language and culture. However, like other minorities, they suffered
               badly both during the antirightist campaign of the late 1950s and even more during
               the Cultural Revolution between 1966 and 1976.
            

            
            By the end of the 20th century, the number of overseas Koreans was estimated at about
               5.6 million, compared with about 66 million people on the Korean Peninsula. There
               were just over 2 million in China, mostly in the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region, and a similar number in the United States, compared to 660,000 in Japan, and just
               under 500,000 in the former Soviet Union. Canada and Australia were also popular destinations,
               and there were large numbers in Germany and Great Britain. Most of them retained their Korean citizenship. From 1966 to 1972, Koreans living
               and working overseas had been allowed to vote in National Assembly and presidential elections, a measure primarily introduced to allow Korean national defense forces serving in Vietnam to vote.
            

            
            Following the introduction of President Park Chung-hee’s Yushin rule, the right to vote was taken away in 1972. However, after a series of petitions from
               Koreans living in the United States and Japan, a Constitutional Court decision in
               2007 allowed overseas Koreans who have registered to vote in South Korean elections.
               The first election after this decision was incorporated into law was the April 2012
               National Assembly election, which saw a low figure for registration to vote, about
               4 percent of those eligible, or about 84,000. In the presidential election in December
               2012, in which Park Geun-hye was elected, the number doubled to about 160,000.
            

            
            Both Koreas continued to compete for the loyalty of the long-established Korean communities,
               but the old strict divisions began to break down in the 1980s. Even the pro–North
               Korean community in Japan began to move away from its previous close links with North
               Korea. Increasingly, many in these communities were becoming integrated into their
               new societies and were less interested in their Korean homeland. The South Korean
               government has made vigorous attempts to maintain links with overseas Koreans, running
               programs, especially in countries that were formerly part of the Soviet Union, to
               encourage Koreans to remember their ancestral homeland. At the same time, direct contacts
               with some of the long-term overseas Korean communities, especially those in China,
               have not always gone well, with complaints about behavior on both sides.
            

            
            Overseas Koreans who have moved to South Korea have often not found as much of a welcome
               as they had expected. Chinese Koreans have few language problems but are seen as poor
               and not well-educated. They do not always find it easy to get work, and some go back
               to Korea. Koreans from Central Asia have greater difficulty. Most lack the language,
               and even those who do speak a distinctly different form. But some succeed. The Koreana magazine carried a story in 2018 about a community of Central Asian Koreans in Kwangju who had first started coming in 2005 and by 2018 numbered 4,000. They had found work
               on a nearby industrial estate; had established a school that had been accredited by
               the ministry of education; and had opened cafés, a small museum about their origins,
               and even a radio station that broadcast programs in Russian.
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         	PAENGNYONG ISLAND GROUP

         
         	
            Also known as the Five West Islands group, these small islands, situated at 37°57'42″
               North and 124°39′31″ East, are South Korean territory and are administratively part
               of Inchon city, a four-hour boat journey away. The islands lie close to the North Korean shore and are technically within North Korean territorial waters. The size of the
               current population is not known. U.S. forces occupied them at the end of World War II. During the Korean War, some of the islands were temporarily held by North Korean units, but by the end
               of the war, the islands were under the control of the United Nations Command (UNC), and they are listed as South Korean territory in the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement. During and after the conflict, they were reportedly used to launch clandestine operations
               into North Korea.
            

            
            In international law, ships sailing to or from the islands have the right of innocent
               passage, but in order to provide safer access to the islands, the UNC unilaterally
               designated the Northern Limit Line (NLL) in August 1953 as an extension of the Military Demarcation Line (MDL). The MDL is provided for in the Armistice Agreement but not the NLL, and North
               Korea has never accepted the line as a valid border. It formally denounced the NLL
               in the 1970s, but its naval vessels generally operated above the line until 2009.
               The situation of the islands has led to naval clashes since the early 2000s, and they
               are heavily fortified. In March 2010, the Chonan incident occurred in nearby waters.
            

            
            See also TERRITORIAL DISPUTES; YONPYONG ISLANDS.
            

         

         
         	PAIK, L. GEORGE (1895–1985)

         
         	
            Professor L. George Paik (Paik Nak-chun) was a noted nationalist and academic. He
               was born in the far north of Korea, attended a mission school in Sonchon, and became
               a Christian. From there he went to the Anglo–Chinese College in Shanghai in China, and in 1916 to the United States. He graduated with a BA in history from Park College in Parkville, Missouri; took
               an MA in theology at Princeton; and then completed a PhD in history at Yale. In 1927,
               he returned to Korea and began teaching Bible studies at Chosen Christian College
               (now Yonsei University). In 1929, he published The History of Protestant Missions in Korea, 1832–1910, based on his thesis, which is still the standard work on the subject.
            

            
            During the 1930s, he continued to teach at Chosen Christian College, becoming head
               of literacy (humanities) and then dean. In 1939, however, he came under suspicion
               by the Japanese authorities for his nationalist views and was forced to resign. After Western missionaries
               departed or became prisoners after 1941, Yun Chi-ho became the head of the college until it was effectively sequestered as enemy property
               and taken over by the Japanese. Paik spent much of the war period under house arrest
               on the campus. At the end of the war, he was first involved in the work of turning
               what had been Keijo (the Japanese name for Seoul) Imperial University into Seoul National
               University, and then from 1946, he was president of Yonhui College. From 1950 to 1952,
               Paik was minister of education, no easy task in a country torn apart by war. He then
               resumed the presidency of Yonhui. Under his leadership, Yonhui and the Severance Medical
               School, also a missionary establishment, merged in 1957 to form Yonsei University.
            

            
            Following the overthrow of President Rhee Syngman in April 1960, Paik was elected to the newly created House of Councillors and became its first and only president, as it was abolished following the military revolution of 16 May 1961. In his absence, Horace G. Underwood became the third generation of the Underwood family to be directly involved in the
               running of the university as acting president.
            

            
            Paik did not return. His liberal views were not popular in the era of military dominance
               under President Park Chung-hee. Like other Koreans educated in the United States and who had seen missionaries at close hand, he could be ambivalent
               in his attitude toward Westerners and their often unintended racism. He could also
               be arrogant and haughty toward his Korean colleagues. But in many ways, the modern
               Yonsei University is as much a tribute to his vision as it is to the missionaries
               who founded it.
            

            
            See also KIM HWAL-LAN (KIM, HELEN) (1899–1970).
            

         

         
         	PAIK NAK-CHUN

         
         	
            See PAIK, L. GEORGE (1895–1985).
            

         

         
         	PAIK NAK-CHUNG (1938–)

         
         	
            Controversial South Korean academic. Paik studied at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, in the United States, then took his PhD at Harvard with a study of D. H. Lawrence. After his military
               service, he taught at Seoul National University (SNU) until 1974, when he was dismissed
               for calling for democracy. Attempts at reinstatement failed until after Park Chung-hee’s assassination in 1979; only then was he allowed back at SNU. He remained a dissident, and since
               the late 1980s he has regularly spoken and written about what he describes as the
               “division system” that operates on the Korean Peninsula and how this issue has come
               to dominate not only political activity but many other aspects of life in both Koreas.
               He has been a trenchant critic of South Korean conservative thinkers and has periodically
               been in trouble with the government for his views and for his willingness to have
               contact with North Korea. He has published widely on both literature and politics and has edited the Quarterly Changbi since he founded it in 1966.
            

         

         
         	PAIK NAM-JUNE (1932–2006)

         
         	
            A Korean American artist, known particularly for his performance art exploiting electronic
               technology; sometimes called the “Father of Video Art.” Paik was born in Seoul, but his family left in 1950 after the outbreak of the Korean War. They lived for a time in Hong Kong. Paik went to Japan, where he studied aesthetics and art history at the University of Tokyo, and then to Germany to continue piano studies. In 1964, he moved to New York and thereafter spent most
               of his life in the United States. There he became the founder of video art and pioneered innovative ways of using
               technology to produce artistic works. He is also credited with seeing the potential
               of electronic communications, coining the phrase “electronic superhighway” in the
               mid-1970s. After he had a stroke in 1996, he incorporated his wheelchair into his
               art. Although he lived most of his life outside Korea, he is regarded in South Korea
               as a Korean artist, and he received a number of Korean awards for his artistic work.
               These include the Golden Lion, jointly with a German artist, at the 1993 Venice Art
               Biennale, and the posthumous award of the Order of Cultural Merit in 2007. The U.S.
               art magazine ARTnews described him in 1999 as one of the 25 most influential artists of the 20th century,
               and after his death in 2006, Time magazine wrote that he was one of Asia’s heroes. A museum in his honor, the NJP Art
               Center, opened in Yongin City near Seoul in 2008 and has proved very popular.
            

         

         
         	PAIK SUN-YUP (1920–)

         
         	
            Paik Sun-yup was born in Nampo, now in North Korea. He attended the Manzhouguo (Manchurian) Military Academy and served in the Manzhouguo and Japanese armed forces until the end of World War II. This included campaigns against the Korean
               anti-Japanese guerrilla groups, which has led him to be included in the lists of those
               who are accused of collaboration with Japan. He returned to Korea in 1945 and joined the newly formed Korean Constabulary
               and then the South Korean national defense forces. When the Korean War began in June 1950, he was in command of the 1st Division, one of the four South Korean
               divisions on duty on the 38th parallel. Despite many of his men being on leave, Paik’s division fought well and only retreated
               across the Han River after the fall of Seoul on 28 June. The 1st Division was quickly reformed, and following the September 1950
               landing at Inchon, Paik led the United Nations forces across the 38th parallel and into North Korea, taking Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, on 19 October.
            

            
            Paik’s next major role was at the armistice negotiations from July to October 1951.
               He then led Task Force Paik, a combined military and police unit that conducted Operation Ratkiller against North Korean guerrilla forces in the
               southwest from December 1951 to April 1952. It was deemed a success, but there have
               been accusations that Paik’s force used great brutality in pacifying this region.
               President Rhee Syngman then appointed him army chief of staff, a post he held until 1954. He also became
               South Korea’s first four-star general at age 33. Paik again served as army chief of
               staff from 1957 to 1959, and in 1959 he became chairman of the chiefs of staff. It
               was his task on 19 April 1960 to convey the news to President Rhee Syngman that the
               army would no longer support him in the face of widespread protests. He resigned from
               the army in May 1960 following allegations of corruption by younger officers. Following
               the military revolution of 16 May 1961, Paik served as ambassador to the “Republic of China” on Taiwan, then to France and to Canada. He was minister of transport in 1969–1970, during which period work
               began on the Seoul subway. He later became a successful businessman. In 1992, he published
               his autobiography, From Pusan to Panmunjom. This carefully avoided some of the more controversial issues in his life, such as
               the question of wartime atrocities.
            

         

         
         	PAIK TOO-CHIN (1909–1993)

         
         	
            A politician who served as prime minister to both Rhee Syngman and Park Chung-hee, Paik was educated at Tokyo Commercial College in Japan in the 1930s. In 1951, he became minister of finance. The following year, he became
               acting prime minister and was eventually confirmed in the role in April 1953. He resigned
               in June 1954, disappearing from public life until 1967, when he reemerged as an adviser
               to Park’s Democratic Republican Party (DRP). That same year, he entered the National Assembly on the DRP ticket. Park appointed him prime minister in December 1970, and he served
               until June 1971, during which time he presided over the controversial 1971 presidential
               election, which Park won by a narrow majority over Kim Dae-jung amid widespread allegations of vote rigging. Paik’s reward was to be speaker of the
               National Assembly from 1971 to 1972. He then became chair of the Political Fraternal Society for Revitalizing Reform, or Yujunghoe, Park’s device for providing himself with an in-built parliamentary majority, as
               well as one of its National Assembly seat holders. In 1979, as the political situation
               deteriorated, Paik again became National Assembly speaker, only to be swept away in
               the tidal wave that followed Park’s assassination in October 1979.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	PAINTING

         
         	
            The oldest extant Korean paintings are to be found in the Koguryo tombs, now located
               in North Korea and China. These date from the early years of the first century AD and reflect the characteristics
               of contemporary Chinese painting. Some rock art from the same period has also survived
               in the far south of the peninsula in the Naktong River area near Pusan. This shows fish, animals, humans, and some artifacts. Archaeological excavations,
               especially from royal tombs, point to highly skilled painters. Evidence from carving
               and etching shows that Korean artists were skilled at representation, but apart from
               occasional fragments, such as part of an illustrated sutra from the eighth century
               in the Hoam Museum in Seoul, not much has survived from before the Koryo period (918–1392). During that period,
               Buddhist paintings were particularly important, and many have survived, especially in Japan, where they were highly prized. Nonreligious painting may also have been important.
               It is mentioned in the annals of the dynasty, but little has survived.
            

            
            As in literature, Chinese influence remained strong until the early 20th century, but Korean painting
               developed its own traditions and had its own characteristics. It used different colors
               from those used by Chinese artists, for example. From the late 17th century onward,
               there is evidence of Western influences affecting Korean painting, especially in matters
               of perspective. Again, the knowledge was received through China. As in other East
               Asian countries, professional artists were members of a middling class and regarded
               as skilled artisans. There was also a tradition of amateur painting among the nobility
               similar to that in literature. The capable official or scholar should be able both
               to write a poem and paint a scene.
            

            
            Korea began to undergo a major shift toward Western-style art in the early part of
               the 20th century, largely at first under Japanese influence. Not only were Koreans
               who visited Japan and the West exposed to new ideas about art, but within Korea after
               1905, there were Japanese artists who used Western techniques. As with literature,
               many Koreans took to these new approaches with enthusiasm, although others continued
               to follow traditional methods. Some combined the two. Korean artists took to all forms
               of Western art. New institutions to teach these methods appeared, including the country’s
               first art school, the Institute for Calligraphy and Fine Arts (Sohwa misulhoe kangsupso), established in 1911. As an indication of the continued links between traditional
               calligraphy and painting and the new Western ideas, the institute was at first run
               by artists from traditional backgrounds. Gradually, those who had acquired new skills
               and techniques began to come to the fore. Exhibitions, which became common in the
               1920s and 1930s, spread knowledge of modern art widely, as did coverage in the newly
               established Korean-language newspapers such as the Chosun Ilbo and the Dong-A Ilbo after 1920. Among the new artists was the Tokyo-trained Ko Hui-dong, who used Western oil paints and would remain an important figure in art circles
               until well into the post-1948 period. The adoption of Western themes was not without
               its difficulties; nudity in particular caused problems for a number of artists, some
               of whom reverted to more traditional themes to avoid censure. Nevertheless, by the
               early 1930s, Western-style art in all its forms had become the dominant style among
               Korean artists, and it remains so to the present.
            

            
            As Japan moved onto a war footing in the late 1930s, there were increased restrictions
               on what artists might paint and pressure to support the war effort. Some did and were
               later accused of collaboration. The late 1930s were also a time when abstract and other more experimental art forms
               began to make a mark on the Korean art scene. Such works were often viewed with suspicion
               by the Japanese authorities, who feared that they were being used to spread nationalist
               sentiments. Kim Young-ju, later famous as an abstract artist, found that his painting of Korean socks fell
               into this category when it was exhibited in 1942.
            

            
            Division and war after 1945 clearly had an effect on the art scene in South Korea.
               Japanese colonial oppression might have ended, which allowed for a revival of Korean
               themes, but the new political structure after 1945 had its own agenda. Left-wing views
               and left-wing artists were viewed with suspicion; many either fled to the North or
               were taken there during the Korean War, often disappearing without a trace. Those who went North, for whatever reason, became
               nonpersons in the South, with mention of them banned until the late 1980s. In South
               Korea, two centers of artistic studies emerged, both in the capital, Seoul: at Seoul
               National University and Hongik University. Their graduates tended to dominate the art scene and continue
               to compete against each other for important positions such as gallery directorships.
               The state-funded National Art Exhibition ran from 1949 until the 1970s. It provided
               encouragement for artists but tended to be somewhat unimaginative in its approach,
               favoring realism and rejecting abstract or experimental art. Young artists, inspired
               by new movements in Europe and the United States, tended to work outside the National Exhibition’s concept, in more fluid ways. They
               received support from unexpected quarters. Thus the politically conservative Chosun Ilbo newspaper held a number of exhibitions of more advanced art in the 1950s.
            

            
            The older generation of Japanese-trained artists began to be replaced from the 1960s
               onward, and those trained in the West or in the Western tradition came to prominence.
               Abstract painting remained important, and a tradition of monochrome art emerged. As
               South Korea began the transformation that marked the 1960s and 1970s, new corporate
               buildings needed decoration, and this provided new outlets for artists. Many corporate
               institutions established galleries, and the major newspapers continued to be important
               supporters of painting and other arts. The National Museum of Korea had always taken an interest in painting. The National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art dates from the late 1960s and has steadily expanded since then, now having three sections.
               Numerous private museums can be found all over the country, some dedicated to individual
               artists, others covering broader ground. Many contemporary artists have rediscovered
               Korean traditional art, and calligraphy is especially important. Korean painting is
               also increasingly known worldwide, with Korean artists taking part in major international
               events.
            

            
            See also CERAMICS; KIM WHAN-KI (1913–1974); KOREA FOUNDATION; NATIONAL FOLK MUSEUM OF KOREA; PAIK NAM-JUNE (1932–2006); SCULPTURE; YI EOK-YEONG (1923–2009); ZO ZAYANG (1926–2000).
            

         

         
         	PAK HON-YONG (1900–1956)

         
         	
            Pak Hon-yong was a communist activist who played a major role in the establishment
               of the Korean Communist Party (KCP) and became the leader of the revived party after 1945. Based in Seoul, he fled to North Korea in 1946 and joined forces with Kim Il Sung. Kim distrusted him, however, and he was purged and probably executed in 1956.
            

            
            Pak was born in South Chungchong Province in southern Korea. He studied in Seoul and
               Japan, and in 1921 he went to Shanghai in China. There he met Korean communists from the Soviet Union (now Russia). In 1922, he was arrested and imprisoned when he tried to enter Korea. He remained
               active in left-wing circles after his release, and in April 1925 he was one of the
               founders of the KCP and the Korean Communist Youth League. When the KCP collapsed
               in November 1925, Pak was again arrested and imprisoned by the Japanese. Released
               in 1928, he went to the Soviet Union. He returned to Shanghai, where he was again
               arrested in 1933, handed over to the Japanese, and sent back to Korea. He remained
               in prison until 1939. After his release, he disappeared from public view, spending
               most of the war years as an ordinary worker away from Seoul to avoid arrest. After
               the defeat of the Japanese, he reemerged and returned to Seoul, where he revived the
               KCP in September 1945, becoming party chairman. But the United States Army Military Government in Korea was increasingly hostile to the KCP, and in September 1946, faced with a warrant for
               his arrest, Pak and a number of his colleagues fled north. Pak and his South Korean
               “domestic faction” appeared to be accepted by the North Korean leader Kim Il Sung.
               When the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was established in September 1948,
               Pak became a vice premier and minister of foreign affairs. The following year, he
               became a vice chairman of the Korean Workers’ Party (KWP). Upon the outbreak of the
               Korean War in June 1950, he was appointed a member of the KWP’s Military Affairs Committee.
            

            
            Immediately after the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement in July 1953, Pak was arrested, along with most of his associates. There are reports
               that he claimed the southern population would rise up to support a northern invasion
               and that he was blamed when this failed to happen. Those accused with him were tried
               and executed in August 1953 on charges of treason and spying, but Pak did not go on
               trial until December 1955. He then faced similar charges, including allegations that
               he had worked closely with the Underwood family and that he had been plotting to seize power. He admitted all charges and was sentenced
               to death; it is assumed that the execution took place shortly afterward, although
               this has never been confirmed.
            

         

         
         	PAK KYUNG-NI (1926–2008)

         
         	
            Novelist whose major work, Land (Toji in Korean), was written between 1969 and 1993. She was born and brought up in a rural
               community during the Japanese colonial period. Like many other Koreans, she discovered Western literature in Japanese translation and read widely in the European classics. She married in 1946
               and had a daughter, but her husband died in the early stages of the Korean War. She never remarried. During the 1950s, Pak began to publish short stories about
               widowhood and country life, and in the 1960s she established a reputation as an accomplished
               novelist. She began work on Land at this time, and it began to appear in installments from 1969 onward in a variety
               of editions, some authorized, others not. When it was finally completed in 1993, it
               ran to 16 volumes and over 7,000 pages. In 1973, her daughter married the dissident
               poet Kim Chi-ha (Kim Yong-il). When Kim was imprisoned under President Park Chung-hee, Pak supported her daughter Kim Young-joo (1946–2019), financially, but association
               with political dissidence brought unwelcome attention from the authorities.
            

            
            The completion of Land brought her much recognition and allowed her to establish the Toji Cultural Center
               to preserve rural traditions and values. President Kim Dae-jung attended its formal opening in 1999. When Pak died in May 2008, it was reported that
               vast numbers of people lined the roads along which her cortège passed.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

         

         
         	PAK SUN-CHON (1898–1983)

         
         	
            Born in Tongnae, South Kyongsang Province, she received a modern education and became a teacher in Masan. In 1919, she was imprisoned in connection with her direct involvement in the independence
               movement in that city. Released from prison, she went to Tokyo, Japan, to study, graduating from Nihon Women’s College in 1926. Returning to Korea, she
               became an educator and a leader in the nationalist women’s movement, and in 1940 she established the private Kyongsong Academy. Elected to the National Assembly in 1950, she became one of the most influential politicians and a leading opposition
               member in the National Assembly until 1971. In 1960, she formed her own Masses Party, but in 1967 she and Yun Po-son formed the New Democratic Party, which became the main opposition party. After retiring from politics in 1972, she
               became head of a girls’ school and served as a member of the State Advisory Council
               from 1980.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	PANMUNJOM

         
         	
            This hamlet, located 40 kilometers (25 miles) north of Seoul on the 38th parallel, was totally destroyed in the early stages of the Korean War. However, the site was declared a neutral area and became the second meeting place
               for the armistice talks between the United Nations Command and the North Korean and Chinese forces in September 1951. Here the Korean Armistice Agreement was signed in July 1953, and it was through Panmunjom that exchanges of prisoners
               of war took place in April and August–September 1953. The headquarters of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission was located there, and the Military Armistice Commission held its meetings there. It is a joint security area, with guards from the two sides
               patrolling the area and the military demarcation line running through the middle. After the 1976 Panmunjom incident, neither side crossed the demarcation line. In October 2007, then president Roh Moo-hyun crossed it in a symbolic gesture on the way to Pyongyang. Occasional North–South meetings took place at Panmunjom, and until 2002 it remained
               the only recognized land crossing point between the two Koreas. Although still an
               area of tension, it is also a popular tourist destination. When President Moon Jae-in met the North Korean leader Kim Jong Un there in April 2018, each stepped across into the other’s territory, while in June
               2019, Donald Trump, meeting Kim Jong Un, became the first U.S. president to step into the North.
            

            
               Postcard of United Nations Command Entrance to the joint security area, Panmunjom.

               

            

            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019.
            

         

         
         	PANMUNJOM INCIDENT (AX MURDERS)

         
         	
            On 18 August 1976, soldiers from North Korea attacked two U.S. army officers and nine other military personnel in the joint security area (JSA) at
               Panmunjom. The American soldiers were involved in an operation to trim a poplar tree that obstructed
               vision from a United Nations Command (UNC) observation point. Earlier attempts to trim the tree had led to North Korean
               protests. On this occasion, the North Koreans demanded a halt to the trimming until
               the issue could be discussed at a security officers meeting. When Captain Bonifas,
               the U.S. officer in command, refused, North Korean lieutenant Pak Chul seized one
               of the axes and struck Bonifas, who was then kicked to death. His fellow officer was
               also killed, and others on both sides sustained injuries. The UNC protested, and both
               sides raised their level of alert. On August 21, a UNC work group cut down the tree,
               and on 6 September the Military Armistice Commission negotiated the removal of North Korean observation posts from the south side of the
               military demarcation line. It was also agreed that only MAC personnel and Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission staff would move freely in the JSA; others would keep to their own side. The UNC set
               up a memorial room, displaying the ax and other items from the incident.
            

         

         
         	PARK CHUNG-HEE (1917–1979)

         
         	
            Born the youngest of seven children in a poor farm family in Sonsan, North Kyongsang
               Province, Park Chung-hee graduated from the normal school in Taegu and became a primary school teacher in 1937. After a fight with a Japanese teacher, he resigned from the school and went to the Japanese puppet state of Manzhouguo
               (Manchuria; Manchukuo), established in 1932 in northeast China, where he enrolled at the Manzhouguo Military Academy in 1942. After completing a
               two-year course there, in 1944 he enrolled at the Japanese Military Academy. Upon
               graduation from this school, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Japanese
               Imperial Army and was assigned to the Kanto army in Manzhouguo.
            

            
               President Park Chung-hee and his wife watch a children’s performance, early 1960s.

                   Courtesy of Olive Perera

               

            

            When the Pacific War ended, Park returned to Korea, and in 1946 he enrolled at the
               military academy established by the United States Army Military Government in Korea, the forerunner of the Korean Military Academy. After completing a short (three-month) training course, Park was commissioned as
               a captain in the Korean Constabulary. When the South Korean national defense forces were formed, he remained in the military. He was implicated in the 1948 Yosu-Sunchon rebellion and sentenced to death, but he was reprieved. Restored to the military, Park fought
               in the Korean War, reaching the rank of brigadier general in 1953. After studying at the War College
               in 1957, he was promoted to the rank of major general in 1958. In 1960, at the time
               he first formulated a plan for a military coup, he was commander of the Logistic Base
               Command in Pusan.
            

            
            In 1961, Park brought about the coup known as the military revolution of 16 May 1961, overthrowing the Second Republic and becoming the vice chairman of the Military
               Revolutionary Committee. He served as chairman of the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction from July 1961, and upon the resignation of President Yun Po-son in March 1962, Park became acting president. He retired from the army as lieutenant
               general in 1963. Elected in October 1963 as the first president of the Third Republic,
               he was reelected in 1967, 1971, 1972, and 1978. During his presidency, he carried
               out a series of five-year national development plans, which laid the foundation of the modern South Korean economy, instituted the Yushin rule, launched the New Community Movement, and contributed to the modernization and industrialization of South Korea. However, he grew steadily more authoritarian as the years passed,
               especially after the failed assassination attempt against him in 1974 that killed his wife, Yuk Young-su. By 1978, there was widespread opposition to his rule. Following disagreement among
               Park and his advisers on the handling of this opposition, he was shot to death by
               Kim Jae-gyu, the director of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (later the National Intelligence Service), at a dinner party on 26 October 1979.
            

            
            Park’s political legacy lived on under President Chun Doo-hwan until 1987, and to a lesser extent under Chun’s successor, Roh Tae-woo. Even today, politicians of various groups trace their line back to Park, while North Korea’s former leader, Kim Jong Il, was said to admire both his political methods and his results. His daughter, Park Geun-hye, who became president in 2013, inherited his political mantle. But he remains a controversial
               figure. A Park Chung-hee Memorial Foundation Hall opened in Seoul in February 2012, with Park Geun-hye in attendance. There was adverse comment from
               some groups, and the hall was vandalized that October on the anniversary of Park’s
               assassination. Subsequently, there have been arguments over the exact terms on which
               the buildings were erected that have led to conflicts between the organizers and the
               Seoul city authorities. In June 2014, the authorities agreed to sell the land to the
               foundation.
            

            
            See also CHOE KYU-HA (1919–2006); DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY (Minju konghwadang); KIM DAE-JUNG (1924–2009); KIM YOUNG-SAM (1927–2015); POLITICAL FRATERNAL SOCIETY FOR REVITALIZING REFORM; YUN PO-SON (1897–1990).
            

         

         
         	PARK, ENNA (1962–)

         
         	
            In August 2018, Park Enna took up her duties as South Korean ambassador to Great Britain, the first woman to hold the post. She thus joined a small but growing group of South Korean heads
               of diplomatic missions. She graduated in history from Yonsei University in Seoul and joined the ministry of foreign affairs (MFA) in 1985, the third woman to do so.
               (The others had resigned when they married, arguing that it was impossible to combine
               domestic and public duties.) Later she took a master’s degree in international relations
               from Columbia University in New York, where she also spent a year as a visiting fellow
               in 2010.
            

            
             Overseas postings included second secretary to India and China, where she served twice, the second time as deputy head of mission in charge of economic cooperation from 2014 to 2016. She also served twice in New York, once as consul in
               the South Korean consulate general and later as minister in the permanent mission
               to the United Nations (UN). In the latter role, she was heavily involved in work relating to the status
               of women.
            

            
             At home, she was for a time a presidential protocol officer and later director of
               planning and research at the MFA’s think tank. After she left New York, she returned
               to Seoul. From 2011 to 2013, she was in charge of South Korea’s development policy
               and was the organizer of the OECD’s Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness,
               held in Pusan in 2011. After her return from Beijing, she was appointed head of the office of public
               diplomacy, with the status of a deputy minister, in February 2017, which she held
               until becoming ambassador to London.
            

            
             She speaks English and Chinese and has an easy manner. Her husband is Kim Won-soo
               (1956–), a fellow diplomat, who served as a UN deputy undersecretary to Ban Ki-moon. They have two children.
            

            
            See also KANG KYUNG-WHA (1955–).
            

         

         
         	PARK GEUN-HYE (1952–)

         
         	
            The daughter of former dictator Park Chung-hee, Park Geun-hye became the first female president of the Republic of Korea in 2013.
               She graduated from the Department of Electronic Engineering at Sogang University in Seoul in 1974. When her mother, Yuk Young-su, was shot dead in 1974, she was studying at the University of Grenoble in France. She returned to act as her father’s First Lady. After her father’s assassination in 1979, she avoided politics and publicity, instead involving herself with various educational organizations. In 1995, however, she became an adviser to the then ruling Grand National Party (GNP), then entered the National Assembly at a by-election in 1998 on the GNP ticket as a directly elected member for a Taegu constituency. Park became a vice president of the GNP during the 16th National Assembly
               session (2000 onward) but left the party in 2002, accusing its then president, Lee Hoi-chang, of “imperialistic leadership.” She founded her own party, the Korean Coalition for the Future (KCTF), which she represented in the National Assembly. She was also nominated as
               the party’s candidate in the 2002 presidential election. She did not rejoin the GNP
               until 2004. In March 2002, she visited North Korea and met Kim Jong Il, who apparently expressed much respect for her late father.
            

            
            On rejoining the GNP, she became party president until 2006, becoming known for her
               success in winning by-elections and restoring the GNP’s fortunes. She and her followers
               had expected that she would be the GNP nominee for the 2007 presidential elections,
               but Lee Myung-bak took the nomination and won the election. When Lee took office in 2008, Park, while
               remaining in the party, was outside the ruling circle. Her supporters split into two
               groups, one within the GNP and one that acted as independents, although they generally
               sided with the GNP. Eventually they would all come back to the party and would provide
               her with powerful political backing.
            

            
            By early 2012, the GNP was in difficulties, with plunging popularity ratings. It set
               up an emergency committee headed by Park, which effectively made her again head of
               the party. To burnish its image, it changed its name to the “Saenuri” or New Frontier Party. Her talent for elections was at the fore once more, with
               party successes in by-elections and in the 2012 National Assembly election. To crown
               her success, she won the 2012 presidential election, taking 51.6 percent of the vote
               to beat the opposition’s Moon Jae-in.
            

            
            She was slow organizing a transition team to prepare for office and proved equally
               slow getting her team together after taking over from Lee Myung-bak. A number of her
               nominations failed because of the usual skeletons in the cupboard, such as real estate
               speculation and sons who had avoided military service. During a visit to Washington
               in May 2013, she had to fire one aide for an assault on a female employee of the Korean
               embassy. But she got on well with U.S. president Barack Obama, and it was clear that relations with the United States would continue to be good.
               She also conducted a successful visit to China, where she made a speech in Chinese, even if she could not persuade the Chinese leadership
               to take a tougher line on the North Korean nuclear issue. Europe also featured in her overseas visits. One area of failure was relations with
               Japan, which became steadily frostier. Also frosty were relations with North Korea. There
               had been much speculation that there would be a departure from the hard line pursued
               by Lee Myung-bak, but this failed to materialize. She talked of trustpolitik and offers of assistance to the North, but these were spurned. The North’s language
               took a decidedly threatening and often sexist turn.
            

            
            In domestic terms, she aimed at reconciliation within society, expressing concern
               at the level of domestic and social violence. Aware of the fast-moving nature of modern
               economies, she wished for more science-based and creative industries to develop and
               wanted educational reform. The April 2014 Sewol incident, with its heavy loss of life, cast a shadow over her administration. Her absence
               from public view for several hours and failure to issue an early personal apology
               for the event led to much adverse comment. Her solution to the multiple issues thrown
               up by the event was the creation of a new ministry, which was not the imaginative
               solution for which people hoped.
            

            
            Other issues developed in 2016. For some time, there had been rumors about her links
               to a businesswoman, Choi Song-sil. Her links with Choi Soon-sil dated back to the 1970s. After her mother’s death,
               Park had been befriended and counseled by Choi’s father, Choi Tae-min. The links with him continued until his death in 1994 and had clearly caused some
               concern within the Park family. The daughter replaced the father as confidant, and
               these links continued after Park Geun-hye became president in 2013. But Choi Soon-sil’s
               lavish lifestyle and apparently domineering ways in the Blue House, where her husband also occupied a somewhat shadowy position, gave rise to much media
               comment and were eventually raised in the National Assembly; Park’s ruling party had lost control of the Assembly in that year’s elections. The
               resulting scandal eventually brought both down. Choi was jailed in 2018 for 20 years
               and fined $16.6 million on a series of counts. Following the Candlelight Revolution of November–December 2016, even Park’s own party turned against her, allowing for
               her impeachment by 234 votes out of 300 and eventual arrest on March 2017, after the
               Constitutional Court upheld the impeachment. In April 2018, she received a jail sentence
               of 25 years and a fine of $17 million. In July the same year, 8 more years were added
               to her sentence on an additional charge relating to the misuse of National Intelligence Service funds. Her lawyers said they would appeal. One said in June 2017 that she was the
               victim of mob justice just as Socrates and Jesus Christ had been; others claimed she
               had been brought down by communists with pro–North Korean leanings. She still has
               supporters, such as the Our Republic Party, but they are on the fringe of politics.
            

            
            A degree of misogyny may have been a factor in her downfall, in a society that remains
               heavily male dominated. Her links to Park Chung-hee and his authoritarian government
               would also not have helped. But there can be little doubt that the corruption and
               strange policies that came from her links with Choi Soon-sil played a major part.
               She is not the first president to be imprisoned. Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo preceded her, and her immediate predecessor, Lee Myung-bak, followed her to jail in
               October 2018, when he was convicted and sentenced to 15 years in jail and fined $11.5
               million. Chun and Roh were pardoned by President Kim Young-sam, with the agreement of his successor, Kim Dae-jung, but Park’s successor, Moon Jae-in, has said that he will not pardon former presidential
               wrongdoers.
            

         

         
         	PARK JIN (1956–)

         
         	
            An academic who at one time looked as though his future would be as a politician. He studied at Seoul National University and Harvard Law School in the United States and took a DPhil degree at Oxford University in Great Britain. He served briefly in the ministry of foreign affairs and then held academic posts
               in Japan and Great Britain. Following the election of Kim Young-sam as president in 1992, Park became successively presidential secretary for press affairs
               and then secretary for political affairs. With the election of Kim Dae-jung in 1997, he returned to academic work at Yonsei University and later worked for the
               well-known Seoul legal company of Kim and Chang. In 2002, he entered the National Assembly as a member of the Grand National Party (later the Saenuri Party) for the Chongno District in Seoul, one of the most prestigious constituencies, and
               was its spokesman for a time. From 2008 to 2010, he served as chair of the National
               Assembly’s foreign affairs, trade, and national unification committee.
            

            
            In January 2013, a conviction and small fine that he had been given for receiving
               political funds from a businessman were upheld. The fine was not enough to lead to
               the loss of his seat, but in December 2013, he announced that he would not stand again,
               in the hope that this would restore the fortunes of the Saenuri Party. He then became
               chair of the international relations graduate school at Hankuk University of Foreign
               Studies. He also chairs a number of organizations, including the Korean–Britain Society
               and the Asia Future Institute. He was appointed an honorary Commander of the Order
               of the British Empire (CBE) for his services to Korean–British relations in December
               2013.
            

         

         
         	PARK JIN-SONG (1981–)

         
         	
            Park is a South Korean football (soccer) player who has become the most decorated
               Asian player. He was born in South Cholla Province, but his family moved to Suwon near the capital, Seoul. Park attended Myong Ji University, where he played for the university team and established
               a name for himself as an accomplished midfield football player. From 1999 to 2004,
               he was a member of the Korean under-23 team, and was a member of the Korean national
               team from 2000 to 2011. He was also an international player, first for a Japanese team and then for the Dutch team PSV Eindhoven, where he played from 2003 to 2005.
               In 2005, he moved to Great Britain as a member of Manchester United, where he played until 2012. He then moved to the
               Scottish team, Queen’s Park Rangers, until he went back to Eindhoven on loan for the
               2013–2014 season. However, he had been troubled by a recurring knee injury and announced
               his retirement in May 2014, becoming an ambassador for Manchester United. Many other
               Korean footballers have followed him to Europe. Like the rapper Psy, he is regularly held up as an example of modern South Korea.
            

            
            See also NATION BRANDING; OLYMPIC GAMES.
            

         

         
         	PARK KWON-SANG (1929–2014)

         
         	
            Park Kwon-sang entered journalism straight after graduating from Seoul National University in 1952. Between 1952 and 1960, he was a reporter for the Hapdong News Agency and
               Segye News. During this time, he took a master’s degree in journalism from the Medill School
               of Journalism at Northwestern University in the United States. Between 1960 and 1969, he was a writer for both the Hankuk Ilbo and the Dong-A Ilbo. He was then managing director of the Dong-A Ilbo until 1973, when he moved to Great Britain as the paper’s London correspondent. At that time, the London slot was regarded as
               the newspaper’s major overseas slot, partly because Dr. Kim Sang-man, then proprietor and publisher, made regular visits to London because of his attachment
               to the London School of Economics. The move may also have been aimed at protecting
               Park, who was viewed with growing suspicion by the government of President Park Chung-hee.
            

            
            Park returned to Seoul in 1977 and became director of the Dong-A’s think tank, the Security and Unification Research Institute (now the Hawjong Peace
               Foundation), until 1980. Following the assassination of Park Chung-hee in October
               1979, there was a brief period of press freedom, during which Park became editor in
               chief of the Dong-A. But this was short-lived and was followed by one of the “massacres of the mass media” after Chun Doo-hwan seized power. Kim Sang-man was forced to dismiss Park, who was also subjected to direct
               intimidation from the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (now the National Intelligence Service). However, although nominally a freelance journalist from 1981 to 1988, Kim contrived
               to find some work for Park, including writing the history of the Dong-A Ilbo. He spent some time studying abroad, in both Great Britain, where he researched British-style
               parliamentary democracy as a possible model for South Korea, and the United States.
            

            
            As a more liberal regime came into place at the end of Chun’s presidency and even
               more under his successor, President Roh Tae-woo, after 1988, Park was able to practice his journalism more and more openly. In 1989,
               he became editor of the Sisa Journal, and he also began to be publicly associated with the Dong-A Ilbo once again. After Kim Sang-man’s death in 1994, Park was the first chair of the Ilmin
               Cultural Foundation that the Dong-A established to honor the company’s late president.
            

            
            Park had long been an acquaintance of Kim Dae-jung, and when Kim became president in 1998, he appointed Park the chair of South Korea’s
               largest broadcasting organization, the state-owned Korean Broadcasting System (KBS). Park worked hard to
               turn KBS from an adjunct of government into a public service broadcaster such as the
               British Broadcasting Corporation or Japan’s NHK, both of which he admired. As chair of KBS, he led a group of South Korean
               media representatives to North Korea in 2000, soon after the June 2000 North–South Summit. They were well-received by Kim Jong Il, who reportedly asked Park for copies of the KBS documentary on the life of Park
               Chung-hee. For some years afterward, a picture of Kim Jong Il and Park featured in
               North Korean photographic displays.
            

            
            Park became somewhat disillusioned with Kim Dae-jung once the latter was in power.
               He had long advocated political reforms that would reduce the powers of the Blue House and the powerful presidential secretariat, proposing to replace them with a British-style
               premier system, but found few takers for his suggestions. After leaving KBS, he returned
               to print journalism until a bad fall in 2010 incapacitated him until his death.
            

         

         
         	PARK SEH-JIK (1933–2008)

         
         	
            When he died in 2008, Park Seh-jik was the chair of the South Korean veterans’ organization. His career was long and varied. He was educated at the Korean Military Academy and also at Seoul National University (SNU). Later, while still a serving military officer, he obtained a degree in business
               administration from SNU and a PhD in education from the University of Southern California
               in the United States. He had an excellent command of English and an easy manner with foreigners. He served
               in the Capital Garrison Command and as a staff officer in various capacities. In 1981, as a major general, he was
               appointed head of the Capital Garrison Command by President Chun Doo-hwan but was abruptly dismissed in August that year for “influence peddling.” He had apparently
               tried to assist a former fellow officer to obtain favorable loans, but the real reason
               may have been that Chun, himself a former head of the Capital Garrison Command, thought
               that Park was becoming too powerful.
            

            
            His loss of position did not last long. In 1982, he became successively vice president
               of the Korea Electric Power Corporation and, more politically important, a deputy
               director of the Agency for National Security Planning (ANSP; now the National Intelligence Service). He held this position for three years and then became minister for government affairs—effectively
               minister without portfolio. In 1986, he was at first minister of sports and then,
               charged with delivering a successful Olympic Games in Seoul in 1988, became chair of the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee, an objective that
               he fully achieved. This success was followed by two years as director of the ANSP
               (1988–1989) and then a brief period as mayor of Seoul (December 1990–February 1991).
            

            
            Park then became a member of the National Assembly. First elected in 1992, he held various positions in different conservative parties,
               ending up as vice president of Kim Jong-pil’s United Liberal Democrats until 2000. At the same time, after the award of the competition jointly to Korea
               and Japan, he was chairman of the Korean organizing committee for the World Cup 2002 competition. Although he strenuously argued that with his experience of organizing the 1988 Olympics,
               he should continue as World Cup coordinator, President Kim Dae-jung decided otherwise. For the remainder of his life, Park was active as president of
               both the KMA alumni association and the Korean veterans’ association. In 1991, he
               published an account in English of the Seoul Olympics: The Seoul Olympics: The Inside Story (London: Bellew Press).
            

         

         
         	PARK TAE-JOON (1927–2012)

         
         	
            Park Tae-joon was in many ways the epitome of success during the Park Chung-hee era. Born in Pusan in either 1927 or 1928—both dates are found—Park went to Japan, attended middle school, and attended Tokyo’s Waseda University in 1946. He then returned to South Korea and enrolled in the Korean Military Academy in 1948, where Park Chung-hee was a fellow classmate. Park remained in the national defense forces and served as a member of the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction, established after the 1961 coup that brought Park Chung-hee to power. In 1963, Park
               Tae-joon retired with the rank of major general and became head of the state-owned
               Korean Tungsten Company (later renamed TaeguTec), a post he held until 1968. President
               Park then appointed him as head of the newly established Pohang Iron and Steel Works. This was a joint venture between the government and TaeguTec.
               It was based in the southeast of the country and was an essential component in the
               presidential drive to create a powerful economy. Financing for the project came from Japan. It later became POSCO, from Pohang Steel Corporation.
            

            
            Under Park Tae-joon’s leadership, the steelworks made rapid progress, producing its
               first steel in the early 1970s. By 1998, it was the world’s leading steel mill, producing
               25.6 million metric tons. Although its production continued to increase, it fell back
               to third place in 2011. It was quoted on the New York Stock Exchange in 1994 and in
               London the following year. Park remained head of the company until 1993, but he also
               played a wider role in public life. After Park Chung-hee’s assassination in 1979, Park continued to be favored by his successor, Chun Doo-hwan. He joined Chun’s Democratic Justice Party (DJP) and served four terms in the National Assembly, including a spell as the chair of the finance committee. He was chair of the Korea–Japan
               Economic Association and president of the Korea–Japan Parliamentarians Association
               from 1988 to 1992. He was chairman of the DJP in 1990, and after the merger that led
               to the founding of the Democratic Liberal Party that same year, he was briefly one of the cochairs of the new party.
            

            
            Park’s fortunes faltered in 1993 when, like other businessmen who had been close to
               Park Chung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan, he came under investigation on the orders of President
               Kim Young-sam. Accused of embezzlement, he resigned from the National Assembly and fled to Japan.
               However, he was cleared of tax evasion and eventually returned. He remained out of
               public life for a time, but in 1997 he was reelected to the National Assembly, first
               as an independent and then as a member of Kim Jong-pil’s United Liberal Democrat Party, of which he was president from 1997 to 2000. He was restored as head of the Korea–Japan
               Parliamentarians Association and served briefly as prime minister in 2000. The following
               year, he was made honorary chairman of POSCO, a position he still held at the time
               of his death.
            

         

         
         	PARK TONG-SUN (1935–)

         
         	
            A South Korean businessman, Park came to prominence in the mid-1970s during the Koreagate scandal in the United States. Together with Moon Sun-myung of the Unification Church, Park was implicated in a Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) plot to influence the U.S. government to keep its forces in Korea. In 1976, he was
               charged in a district court on 36 counts, including bribery, corruption, racketeering,
               and being an agent of a foreign power. He escaped prosecution in return for agreeing
               to testify. At the end of the trial, he returned to South Korea. During the 1980s,
               the Chun Doo-hwan government granted him a number of concessions, including the franchise of the Hannam-dong
               diplomatic store, a duty-free outlet for the resident diplomatic corps. He also acquired
               a reputation for giving grand parties attended by prominent South Korean political
               and social figures as well as resident diplomats. In the early 1990s, he became involved
               in the Iraqi Oil for Food Program, partly due to links that he had established with
               the then United Nations secretary-general Boutros Boutros-Ghali. This led to another U.S. indictment. In July
               2006, he appeared in a U.S. federal court on conspiracy charges, and in February 2007
               he was convicted. He received a five-year jail sentence, was fined $15,000, and was
               ordered to forfeit $1.2 million. He was released from jail in September 2008 and returned
               to South Korea. Around 2001–2002, he was also involved with North Korea and was a
               regular visitor to Pyongyang.
            

         

         
         	PARK WON-SOON (1956–)

         
         	
            Park Won-soon, a former human rights activist, was elected mayor of Seoul in October 2011. He had run as an independent, although with the support of opposition
               parties, and early in 2012, he joined the main opposition Democratic Party. Park was born in South Kyongsang Province to a farming family. He attended Kyonggi
               High School in Seoul and then Seoul National University but was expelled soon after for starting antigovernment activities in the 1970s. He
               attended Dankuk University, where he graduated with a BA degree. Later, he went to
               Great Britain, where he studied at the London School of Economics and Political Science. He had
               a brief spell as a public prosecutor after qualifying as a lawyer but then became
               a human rights lawyer. In 1994, he was among those who established People’s Solidarity
               for Participatory Democracy, an organization whose aim was to monitor government activities.
               He stepped down from this body in 2002 to establish the Beautiful Foundation, aimed
               at promoting community service. He established the Hope Institute in 2006, aimed at
               encouraging community spirit. He also served on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea. In the October 2011 mayoral election contest, he beat the ruling Grand National Party candidate, Na Kyung-won, by a clear majority. He was reelected in 2014 and 2018 and cannot stand again. He
               is widely seen as a future presidential candidate.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	PARK YN-HUI (1930–2017)

         
         	
            Park Yn-hui (a more usual Romanization would be Park In-hui), who also wrote in Korean
               under the pen name Park Yee-mun, was a philosopher and poet. He graduated from Seoul National University with a degree in French literature, then moved to Paris to take a PhD at the Sorbonne in philosophy in 1964.
               He took a second PhD, also in philosophy, at the University of Southern California
               in the United States. For 30 years, he taught philosophy at universities in France, Germany, Japan, and the United States, where he taught at Simmons College (now Simmons University)
               in Boston from 1968 until his retirement in 1993. He then returned to South Korea,
               continuing to teach philosophy, first at Pohang University of Science and Technology and later at Yonsei University in Seoul. He
               has written numerous works on philosophy in French and English, as well as several
               volumes of poetry in Korean. Some of the latter have been translated into English
               and German.
            

            
            See also KO UN (1933–).
            

         

         
         	PARTY FOR DEMOCRACY AND PEACE (Minjupyonghwdang)
         

         
         	
            Political party formed in February 2018 by members of the People’s Party who objected
               to the merger between that party and the Bareun Party that produced the Bareunmirae Party. Both the new parties were launched on the same day. Most were former supporters
               of the late president Kim Dae-jung. Although apparently presented as an ideological split, it is more likely to have
               arisen from the different regional basis of the original parties. The party has 14
               seats in the National Assembly.
            

            
            See POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	PARTY FOR NEW POLITICAL REFORM (Shinjongdang)
         

         
         	
            When the New Korea Party (2) of Kim Tong-gil merged with the Unification National Party in 1992, those former members of the New Korea Party who opposed the merger formed
               their own political party, the Party for New Political Reform, in late February 1992 under the leadership
               of Pak Chan-jong. It did not survive long.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	PARTY FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY (Pyonghwaminjudang or Pyongmindang)
         

         
         	PARTY FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY

         
         	
            A political party formed in November 1987 by Kim Dae-jung, who became its president as well as its presidential candidate in the 1987 election.
               Kim Dae-jung resigned the party presidency in March 1988, bowing to mounting public
               criticism of his continuing rivalry with Kim Young-sam and his failure to unite with Kim to present a single candidate in the 16 December
               1987 presidential election. However, he returned to the party presidency in May 1988,
               following the National Assembly elections held in April, when his party became the leading opposition party by winning
               the second-largest number of seats.
            

            
            See also REUNIFICATION DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Tongilminjudang).
            

         

         
         	PEACE DAM

         
         	
            A dam constructed in Yanggu County, Kangwon Province, in the 1980s for the purpose
               of neutralizing an alleged possible water offensive from North Korea. The construction of the dam began in 1986 and was completed in 1988. It was designed
               to contain a large amount of water that might be released by the North Koreans from
               a dam of their own, suspected of having been built for military purposes. There were
               widespread suspicions about government corruption in the whole project.
            

         

         
         	PEACE LINE

         
         	
            See RHEE (PEACE) LINE.
            

         

         
         	PEACEFUL UNIFICATION FOREIGN POLICY

         
         	
            One of many policies enunciated by the South Korean government on the question of
               reunification. This one was set out in 1973 by President Park Chung-hee in his “26 June Declaration.” The seven-point statement included the following:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  The peaceful unification of Korea is the supreme task of the Korean people, and South
                     Korea will continue to exert every effort to accomplish this task.
                  

               

               
               	
                  The South and the North should neither interfere with each other’s internal affairs
                     nor commit aggression against each other.
                  

               

               
               	
                  South Korea would continue to make efforts with sincerity and patience to secure concrete
                     results from the North–South dialogue based on the July 1972 statement on Korean unification.
                  

               

               
               	
                  South Korea would not oppose North Korea’s participation with it in international organizations.
                  

               

               
               	
                  South Korea would not object to its admittance into the United Nations together with North Korea.
                  

               

               
               	
                  South Korea would open its doors to all the nations of the world, and it urged those
                     countries whose ideologies and social institutions were different from it to open
                     their doors to South Korea.
                  

               

               
               	
                  Peace and good-neighborliness were the firm basis of the foreign policy of South Korea.

               

            

            
            See also CROSS-RECOGNITION; NORDPOLITIK; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

         

         
         	PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

         
         	
            See CHINA, RELATIONS WITH.
            

         

         
         	PEOPLE’S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE

         
         	
            In August 1964, the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) announced the arrest of what it described as a large espionage group of the “People’s
               Revolutionary Party” (Inhyotang). The party may have been entirely fictional, though later in the 1960s, a People’s
               Revolutionary Party, supposedly based in South Korea, was established by North Korea. Those arrested included radical college professors, students, newspaper reporters,
               and workers. The group was allegedly involved in an organized revolutionary movement
               to overthrow the republic in collusion with the North Korean communists. In 1965,
               14 of them were given prison terms under the Anticommunism Law, but because the prosecution bungled the case, many of those charged were not convicted.
            

            
            Ten years later, however, the KCIA returned to the case, rearresting 21 of those detained
               in 1964. They were now charged with being a North Korean cell and stirring up student
               discontent. The aim of the arrests was apparently to justify the harsh repression
               of those opposed to Yushin rule. This action, and the torture of those detained, led to an active campaign against
               the arrests by Christian groups. These included the Urban Industrial Mission and two of its advisers, missionaries
               from the United States. In the end, the government prevailed. Eight of the accused were executed within
               hours of being sentenced, and the two Americans were deported. The case was a powerful
               factor in strengthening opposition to Park Chung-hee’s increasingly authoritarian rule.
            

            
            Under President Roh Moo-hyun, the Truth and Reconciliation Committee of Korea decided in 2006 that the case had been a fabrication by the intelligence service.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPY RING CASE; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; UNIFICATION REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE.
            

         

         
         	PHOTOGRAPHY

         
         	
            Today, South Koreans are known to be avid photographers. No event, whether public
               or private, is complete without photographs or video footage. Yet it is only since
               the end of the Korean War in 1953 that photography has become at all widespread, and not until the late 1970s
               that camera ownership became nearly universal. As in China and Japan, it was foreigners who first began to take photographs of the country and its people.
               Photographs of Koreans outside the country began in the 1860s; the first known ones,
               of visiting Korean dignitaries, were taken in China. From the brief war with the United States in the 1871 onward, foreigners took photographs within Korea. One of those on an
               expedition was the well-known photographer Felix Beato (1832–1909). Some of the earliest
               photos survive and feature in works such as Terry Bennett’s Korea: Caught in Time (1997) and other compilations. Soldiers, diplomats, missionaries, and visitors have
               also left a photographic record. It seems likely that there were photographers among
               Chinese and Japanese businesspeople; by the 1880s, photography was well-established
               commercially in both countries. As in those countries, ordinary people in Korea often
               fought shy of what they feared was a means of “soul stealing,” but upper-class Koreans,
               including the royal family, seemed happy to be photographed. There were short-lived,
               Korean-run photographic studios from the early 1880s, but as more conservative officials
               regained power, they were closed down. It is known that some Koreans studied photography
               in Japan during the 1880s. The journal Koreana, in an article in 2018, stated that the first commercial studio was established in
               Seoul in 1907, but cameras were in use among Koreans, especially those who went abroad,
               before that time.
            

            
              During the Japanese colonial period between 1910 and 1945, cameras were expensive,
               and only the very rich could afford them. Nevertheless, the first amateur photographic
               societies began to appear. Newspapers used photography, but sparingly. In 1923, the
               then recently established Dong-A Ilbo newspaper employed the first Korean photojournalist. Photojournalism was not without
               its risks; the blurring of the Japanese flag in a photograph of the marathon winner
               at the 1936 Olympic Games led to the temporary closure of the Dong-A Ilbo by the colonial authorities. The Japanese colonial authorities made great use of
               photography in works about Korea, which helped to spread information about the land
               and its people around the world. Books by other foreigners did the same, though controversial
               subjects were always best avoided. Korean photographers published in Japan as well
               as Korea. Photographic associations usually had Japanese as well as Korean members.
               Some were affiliated with Japanese organizations. As Japan became more militaristic
               in the late 1930s, photography by both Koreans and foreigners, including Japanese,
               was viewed with increasing suspicion and hedged about with restrictions. After Japan’s
               defeat and the liberation of Korea, commercial studios began to spread in South Korean
               cities; cameras were still out of reach of ordinary people.
            

            
              Photography came to a wider Korean audience when the Museum of Art, then in the
               Kyongbok Palace, staged the international touring exhibition, The Family of Man. Over 300,000 visitors
               flocked to see the 500 exhibits. In 1963, the Dong-A Ilbo held a photo competition, while the following year, the National Art Exhibition included
               a section on photography for the first time, giving it status as an accepted art form.
               That same year, the first course on photography was offered at a Korean university. Koreans began to go abroad to study the subject. More and more, they also marked
               important events such as weddings, graduations, and so on with formal photographs.
               The growth of the fashion industry in the 1970s and 1980s gave a spur to “art photographs”
               But amateur photography also enjoyed a boom as cameras became cheaper. Photographic
               shops were ubiquitous throughout the country, not just in the big cities. With the
               spread of cell phones, no occasion now seems complete without photographs. The academic
               study of photography continues to develop, with courses now offered at many universities.
               Korean photographers are established internationally. The Museum of Korean Photography
               opened in Seoul in 2009. 
            

            
            See also KOREAN WAVE (HALLYU).
            

         

         
         	POHANG

         
         	
            The coastal city of Pohang stands at the mouth of the Hyongsan River. It lies on a
               site that has long been occupied by humans, at the end of a wide valley that also
               leads to Kyongju and Taegu. At the beginning of the 20th century, it was a small fishing village, but it began to develop after 1930 when the Japanese built a new harbor. From then on, it became a fishing, freight, and passenger port.
               It was also a railroad center. It was made a township in 1931 and became a city in
               1943. In the late 1930s, its population was 15,000, of whom about 2,000 were Japanese.
            

            
            Pohang featured in the early stages of the Korean War. It was the scene of what, until the Inchon landings in September 1950, was the largest amphibious exercise since World War II,
               staged by United States forces on 18 July 1950, and then of the last major thrust of the North Korean forces to break through the Pusan perimeter. During the battle, in late July to early August 1950, Pohang changed hands several
               times, but eventually the North Korean assault was stopped. From that point on, the
               war began to turn in favor of the United Nations forces.
            

            
            After the war, Pohang remained a small coastal town until the late 1950s, with a population
               reaching about 50,000. In 1968, it was selected as the site of South Korea’s first
               major steel plant. President Park Chung-hee named one of his fellow generals, Park Tae-joon, as the head of the company called Pohang Iron and Steel, later POSCO, and under
               him it began to produce steel in 1972, eventually becoming one of the world’s largest
               iron and steel producers. This changed the town’s character, with the emergence of
               a large workforce. From being a backwater, it became a major industrial hub. As well as POSCO, Park Tae-joon encouraged the creation of Pohang University
               of Science and Technology, opened in 1986. Modeled on the California Institute of
               Technology, it seeks to attract international students, and in 2001 it became the
               first Korean university to establish a bilingual campus, with teaching in English as well as Korean. Handong
               University is another private foundation, with a strong religious bent, established
               in 1995.
            

            
            Pohang now (2019) has a population of around 500,000. It remains an important freight
               and passenger port, with regular sailings to Ullungdo. This attracts a number of tourists, but otherwise Pohang is not a tourist destination. As the steel industry is seen
               to be declining, the city seeks newer industries to support its economy. Lee Myung-bak, president from 2008 to 2014, comes from the city.
            

         

         
         	POLICE

         
         	
            The first postliberation police force in South Korea was organized in 1945 by the
               United States Army Military Government in Korea. Following the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, this became the Korean
               National Police (KNP). Although separate national defense forces were also established in 1948, the KNP retained a paramilitary role, and its members
               were employed in military roles during the 1950–1953 Korean War.
            

            
            Because many of its early recruits had served in the police under the Japanese colonial Government-General of Korea, and because it was seen as a poorly qualified force, the KNP faced many difficulties
               in its early years. These were compounded by the force’s use for political purposes
               by the Rhee Syngman regime, a tradition that would continue. At the same time, however, the KNP began
               to develop into a more professional force, using increasingly modern crime detection
               processes. From 1975, the head of the KNP was of vice-ministerial rank, reporting
               directly to the minister of home affairs.
            

            
            In addition to normal police functions, the KNP was also responsible for riot control,
               and various measures were designed to protect the country from infiltration from North Korea. This led to a considerable overlap between the role of the police and other agencies,
               including the National Intelligence Service. One of its main functions in combating alleged threats to the state was the administration
               of the combat, or riot, police, established in 1967. This group, although theoretically
               under the defense ministry, was administered on a day-to-day basis by the KNP and
               was often the police front line against activists in the student movement and the labor movement.
            

            
            The KNP has been regularly accused of heavy-handed tactics and brutality against political
               opponents of the South Korean government. There have also been allegations that suspects
               held in police custody were particularly vulnerable to torture. Despite such complaints,
               few police officers were ever brought before the courts.
            

            
            A separate body of marine police operates as part of the coast guard and comes under
               the control of the navy.
            

         

         
         	POLITICAL ACTIVITIES PURIFICATION LAW

         
         	
            Enacted on 16 March 1962 by the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction, until August 1968 this law purged “old and corrupt politicians” and others, including
               the members of the Liberal Party, the Democratic Party, and the New Democratic Party, and the leaders of progressive organizations. Under the law, the Political Purification
               Committee was established to screen those individuals to be banned. Some 4,369 were
               put on the purge list; of these, 1,336 were cleared. President Yun Po-son resigned on 22 March 1962, protesting the law.
            

         

         
         	POLITICAL FRATERNAL SOCIETY FOR REVITALIZING REFORM

         
         	
            A political society that was formed in March 1973, mostly by those who had been connected with
               the military revolution of 16 May 1961. It was a sister political organization of the ruling Democratic Republican Party. It was usually known by the abbreviated version of its Korean, name Yujonghoe, from Yushin jonguhoe. Seventy-three of its members were appointed to the National Assembly, becoming a built-in progovernment group, supporting President Park Chung-hee’s Yushin rule. It was abolished in 1980.
            

            
            See also KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018); PAIK TOO-CHIN (1909–1993).
            

         

         
         	POLITICAL PARTY LAWS

         
         	
            Laws that allowed the revival of political activity, after periods when such activity was banned. The first was promulgated on
               26 December 1962, reviving organized political activities of politicians and bringing
               about the formation of four political parties. The law was promulgated in order to
               restore a civilian government. The second Political Party Law was promulgated on 30
               December 1972 for the purpose of reviving political party activities that had been
               curtailed in October. Similar to the first law, this one also saw the rise of new
               political parties.
            

         

         
         	POLITICAL REFORM COMMITTEE

         
         	
            A committee established by the Special Committee for National Security Measures in November 1980 to screen and purge undesirable politicians. It put 835 former politicians
               on a blacklist, barring them from playing any political role. Eventually, some were allowed to resume their political activities, but many
               of those concerned kept away from politics.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE

         
         	
            South Korean politics can be confusing. Since its establishment in 1948, the Republic
               of Korea has, in theory, been a liberal democracy, yet for the first 45 years of its
               existence, it was first an authoritarian state run by one man, Rhee Syngman, and then under military rule lightly dressed up as democracy. Only in 1998 did a
               peaceful transfer of power take place from an incumbent government to an opposition
               leader. During this same period, the Constitution underwent six major amendments (and a number of minor ones), twice all existing political
               parties were declared illegal, and each time all current politicians were banned from
               holding office. New parties emerged, but they were remarkably similar to what had
               gone before, and eventually formerly banned politicians were permitted to reengage
               in political activities. Other characteristic features of Korean politics include
               a strong emphasis on the leader, whether of the state or the party; kaleidoscopic
               changes of party names; factionalism and splittism; and a seeming lack of ideological
               base apart from the wish to preserve the state and to stay in power. People regularly
               switch parties, usually to follow a favored leader. Political parties are generally
               conservative, whether they are in government or opposition; the failure of any government
               to abolish the National Security Laws is one example of the conservative hue that marks South Korea. Parties with a reforming
               agenda are viewed with suspicion and seen as surrogates for North Korea. The ideological division of the peninsula, exacerbated by the Korean War, has effectively ensured the exclusion of left-wing politics from South Korea. Such
               small left-leaning groups as have emerged have usually been effectively broken up
               by the National Intelligence Service or its predecessors using those same National Security Laws. While in the past the
               student movement was attracted to the North partly because it was forbidden fruit, this has faded as
               a more realistic picture of what life is like in North Korea has emerged since the
               famine of the 1990s. In any case, few radical students continued their radicalism
               into later life. The immense pressure to conform and the fact that all young men have
               to undergo service in the national defense forces are effective ways of cutting off such tendencies.
            

            
               Meeting of the three Kims (Kim Young-sam, Kim Jong-pil, and Kim Dae-jung), early 1980.

                   From the collection of Park Kwon-sang, courtesy of Sohee Park

               

            

            There is much debate about the possible reasons for the way Korean politics has developed.
               Korea’s introduction to democracy came rather late. Neither the Korean monarchy nor
               the Japanese colonial authorities allowed the development of real political parties. This did not
               help to develop an understanding of what a political party might do and how it would
               be organized. The United States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK), whatever its formal commitment to democratic principles might have been,
               showed a dislike of the political groups that contended for influence in postliberation
               South Korea and was unwilling to work with them at first. When it found it had little
               choice, it tended to favor the same people who had been favored by the Japanese—the
               rich and conservative. It also reemphasized the centralizing traditions of the past.
            

            
            Rhee Syngman, despite his education in the United States, did not like opposition and came to believe that he was entitled to rule. Park Chung-hee had a similar attitude. To the military who came to power with Park, democracy was
               disorderly. It also seemed dangerous, since in their eyes it sent the wrong signals
               to the North. Although both Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-jung had well-earned reputations as opponents of authoritarian government, once in office
               they too proved to be unyielding and not keen on listening to other views. Despite
               occasional past cooperation between them, Kim Young-sam devoted much effort in the
               last months of his presidency to trying to prevent Kim Dae-jung from becoming his
               successor.
            

            
            Power remains very much concentrated at the top of the system. The Blue House, the presidential palace, has also given its name to the presidential secretariat,
               a more powerful organization than the cabinet. The secretariat makes policy, which
               the cabinet carries out. The National Assembly debates, but it is not the source of power. Presidents like to have their own party
               in control but can still govern if it is not.
            

            
            See also AHN CHOL-SU (1962–); APRIL 1960 STUDENT UPRISING; “BLACK POLITICIANS”; CENSORSHIP; CHANG MYON (1899–1966); CHANG TAEK-SANG (1893–1969); CHUN DOO-HWAN (1931–); CHUNG DONG-YOUNG (1952–); CHUNG MONG-JOON (1951–); CIVIL RULE PARTY (Minjongdang); CIVIL SERVICE; CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS; CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE; CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION DELIBERATION COUNCIL; COUNCIL FOR THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY (Minjujui choksong hyopuihoe); DECEMBER 1979 COUP; DECLARATION OF DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL SALVATION; DEMOCRATIC JUSTICE PARTY (Minju chongudang); DEMOCRATIC KOREA PARTY (DKP) (Minju hangukdang, or Minhandang); DEMOCRATIC LABOR PARTY (Minju nodondang); DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY (Minju chayudang); DEMOCRATIC NATIONALIST PARTY (Minju kungmindang); DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Minjudang); DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY (Minju konghwadang); EMERGENCY DECREES; GOH KUN (1938–); GRAND NATIONAL PARTY (GNP); HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–); HAN WAN-SANG (1936–); HANARO NATIONAL UNION; HO CHONG (1896–1988); HONG SUK-CHA (1933–); HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS; HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; HYUN SOONG-JONG (1919–); IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); JUNG HONG-WON (1944–); KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); KIM CHUNG-YUL (1917–1992); KIM GEUN-TAE (1947–2011); KIM HAN-GIL (1953–); KIM HWANG-SIK (1948–); KIM JAE-GYU (1926–1980); KIM JONG IL (1942–2011); KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018); KIM KI-HWAN (1932–); KIM KU (1876–1949); KIM KYU-SHIK (1881–1950); KIM MOON-SOO (1951–); KIM OK-SUN (1934–); KIM SANG-HYOP (1920–1995); KIM SONG-SU (1891–1955); KIM SUK-SOO (1932–); KOREAN COALITION FOR THE FUTURE (KCTF); KOREAN COMMUNIST PARTY (Chosun kongsandang); KOREAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY (1) (Chosun minjudang); KOREAN INDEPENDENCE PARTY (Chosun tongnipdang); KOREAN NATIONALIST PARTY (1). (Chosun kungmindang); KOREAN PEOPLE’S PARTY (Chosun inmindang); LEE HAI-CHAN (1952–); LEE HAN-DONG (1934–); LEE HOI-CHANG (1935–); LEE HONG-KOO (1934–); LEE HU-RAK (1924–2009); LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–); LEE JUNG-HEE (1969–); LEE MYUNG-BAK (1941–); LEE SOK-KI (1962–); LEE YONG-DUK (1926–2010); LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL SECURITY (LCNS); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); LIBERAL PARTY (Minjudang); LIBERTY FORWARD PARTY (Chayusonjintang); LOCAL AUTONOMY; MASSES PARTY; MILLENNIUM DEMOCRATIC PARTY (MDP); MOON CHANG-KEUK (1949–); MOON JAE-IN (1951–); NA KYUNG-WON (1963–); NAM DUCK-WOO (1924–2013); NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY AND UNIFICATION (Minjujuui minjok tongil chonguk yonhap, or Chonguk yonhap); NATIONAL ALLIANCE 21; NATIONAL COALITION FOR A DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION; NATIONAL COALITION FOR A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT; NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR UNIFICATION; NATIONAL CONGRESS FOR NEW POLITICS (NCNP); NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Shinmindang); NEW DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY (Shin minju konghwadang); NEW DEMOCRATIC UNITED PARTY (Shinminjuyonhap); NEW KOREA DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NKDP) (Shinhangukminjudang); NEW KOREA PARTY (1) (Shinhandang); NEW KOREA PARTY (2) (Saehandang); NEW KOREA PARTY OF HOPE (NKPH) (Huimanguishinhankuktang); NEW PARTY FOR THE PEOPLE (NPP) (Kukminshindang); OH SE-HOON (1961–); PAK SUN-CHON (1898–1983); PARK GEUN-HYE (1952–); PARK WON-SOON (1956–); PARTY FOR NEW POLITICAL REFORM (Shinjongdang); PARTY FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY (Pyonghwaminjudang or Pyongmindang); PEOPLE’S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE; POLITICAL ACTIVITIES PURIFICATION LAW; POLITICAL FRATERNAL SOCIETY FOR REVITALIZING REFORM; POLITICAL PARTY LAWS; POLITICAL REFORM COMMITTEE; PROGRESSIVE PARTY (Chinbodang); PUSAN POLITICAL DISTURBANCE; REUNIFICATION DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Tongilminjudang); RHEE IN-JE (1948–); RO JAI-BONG (1936–); ROH MOO-HYUN (1946–2009); ROH TAE-WOO (1932–); SAENURI PARTY; SEVEN-POINT CONDITIONS FOR DEMOCRATIZATION; SHIN HYUN-HWAK (1920–2007); SHIN KI-NAM (1952–); SHIN SUNG-MO (1891–1960); SOHN HAK-KYU (1947–); SONG CHIN-U (1889–1945); UNIFICATION NATIONAL PARTY; UNIFICATION REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE; UNIFIED PROGRESSIVE PARTY (UPP) (Tonghap chinbotang); UNITED LIBERAL DEMOCRATS (ULD) (Jayu minju yonmaeng); URI PARTY; WORKING PEOPLE’S PARTY (Kullo inmindang); YI KI-PUNG (1896–1960); YI POM-SUK (1) (1900–1972); YI SI-YONG (1868–1953); YO UN-HYONG (1885–1947); YU CHIN-O (1906–1988); YUN PO-SON (1897–1990).
            

         

         
         	POPULATION

         
         	
            The population of South Korea was said to be 50,219,669 at the end of 2013 and to
               have increased by 215,228 during the course of the year. Some of this increase would
               have been the result of immigration, but most was a natural increase. Women, at 25,248,655 (50.27 percent), outnumbered men at 49.72 percent, and the population
               density was 503 per sq km (1,303 per square mile). These figures were valid in 2019.
               By comparison, the U.S. population was 32.44 per sq km (84.02 per square mile) and Great Britain’s was 262 per sq km (679 per square mile). In mid-2019, the total population is estimated
               at 51,355,196.
            

            
               As population declines, children are more cherished.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            In the early 1930s, the population of the Korean Peninsula reached about 20 million.
               At the time of the division in 1945, the total population of the peninsula was about
               27.6 million. Roughly two-thirds were in the South. By 1948, the return of overseas Koreans from Japan and other parts of Asia and the movement of many people from North Korea had swollen numbers in South Korea, giving it a population estimated at 18,275,000.
               The first census, taken in 1949 after the establishment of the Republic of Korea,
               gave the population as 20,188,641. The Korean War led to much disruption and more movement of population as well as losses through fighting
               and disease. But it also increased the numbers from the North as people fled to escape
               the regime and the fighting; in 1955 the population of the South was estimated at
               21.5 million.
            

            
            It then began to increase steadily, reaching the 25 million mark in 1960. By 1970,
               it was over 32 million; in 1980, 38 million, 42 million in 1990, 47 million in 2000,
               and 49.5 million in 2010. The growth in population was accompanied by a massive move
               into urban areas and new industrial centers. The urban population grew at an annual
               average rate of 5 percent after 1955, while the population in rural areas showed a
               commensurate decrease. The migration of the rural population grew faster from the
               mid-1960s. The number of people engaged in agriculture, forestry, and fisheries declined from 9.1 million in 1966 to 3.6 million in 1985, while the number of those
               in industry grew from 1.1 million in 1966 to 4.6 million in 1985, and the number of those who
               were engaged in the services sector grew from 2.5 million in 1966 to 8.2 million in
               1987. According to the 1985 census, the urban population stood at 26.5 million, or
               66 percent of the total population of 40.5 million, and the rural population was 14
               million, or 34 percent of the total population.
            

            
            The population of Seoul grew from about 1 million in 1948 to 10 million by 1987, that of Pusan from 500,000 to 3.5 million, and Taegu from 250,000 to 2.0 million, while Inchon, Taejon, and Kwangju grew to just over 1 million each. By 2019, Seoul was estimated at 10.25 million, with
               Pusan and Taegu little changed. Inchon is 2.6 million, Taejon 1.5 million, and Kwangju
               1.4 million. Despite the increase in some cases, the great wave of urbanization that
               began in the 1960s may now be over. The creation of new cities such as Songdo and the Sejong Special Administrative City in an attempt to reduce the concentration of people in one area rather than to reduce
               overall urbanization has had only limited success.
            

            
               Elderly man in traditional costume.

                   Courtesy of Yvonne Hughes

               

            

            With the improvement in living standards, the rates of birth and death decreased.
               In 1960, the rate of birth was 42 per 1,000. This dropped to 24.3 in 1975, to 15.12
               in 2000, and to 8.42 in 2012. The mortality rate fell from 13 per 1,000 in 1960, to
               6.6 in 1975, and to 5.85 in 2000. Since then it has tended to fluctuate around 5.8
               to 6.6; in mid-2014 it was 6.63 and in 2018, 6.4. The average life expectancy increased
               from 51.1 years for men and 53.7 years for women in 1960 to 69.5 for men and 73.3
               for women in 1987 and to 70.6 years for men and 78.1 years for women in 2000. In 2014,
               it was estimated at 77.5 for men and 84.5 for women; for the population as a whole,
               this gave a figure of 81 years life expectancy. It is now (2019) 82.5.
            

            
            The average South Korean woman had 6.1 children in 1960, but this dropped to 4.2 in
               1970, 2.8 in 1980, 2.3 in 1987, and 1.42 in 1999. A report to the National Assembly in 2014 gave a figure of 1.19 for 2013. In 2018, it was 0.97. These figures have led
               to the conclusion that the population of South Korea would drop to 40 million by 2056,
               20 million by 2100, and 10 million by 2136, and would disappear entirely by 2750.
               These long-term projections appear to remain valid. The population is expected to
               peak at around 52 million in 2028.
            

            
            By 1997, 6.3 percent of the population was over age 65; this increased to 7.1 percent
               by 2000 and to 12.3 percent by 2013. The rate of population growth from 1949 to 1955
               was around 1.1 percent, not unexpected in a period of war and disruption. From 1955
               to 1966, it was 2.7 percent, but it dropped to 2.3 percent in the 1966–1970 period,
               1.9 percent in the 1972–1975 period, and 1.37 in 1987. By the late 1980s, it had fallen
               below 1 percent, reaching 0.71 percent in 2000. It continued to fall, reaching 0.2
               percent in 2005, but reviving somewhat in subsequent years. In 2013, it was at 0.4
               percent.
            

            
            South Koreans sometimes talk of “70 (or more recently 80) million Koreans.” This figure
               includes the population of North Korea, currently (2019) 23.7 million, and is used
               to make the political point that South Korea does not formally recognize the existence
               of a separate state of North Korea. The overseas Korean community, thought to be about
               7 million worldwide, may also sometimes be included in the global figure for “Koreans,”
               even though the majority of such people do not have Korean citizenship.
            

            
            See also SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS.
            

         

         
         	POSTAL SERVICES

         
         	
            Korea’s postal services did not have a very auspicious start. At a banquet held in
               the post office headquarters in December 1884 to mark the launch of the country’s
               new Western-style postal service, an antigovernment coup was launched. The minister
               of posts was killed, and the post office was burned down. With it went most of the
               country’s first stamps. It was not until 1895 that a second attempt was made to introduce
               modern postal services. After the declaration of a Japanese protectorate over Korea in 1905, Korea ceased to issue its own stamps and instead
               used Japanese stamps until 1945. The Japanese did develop the Korean postal system,
               and what they did foreshadowed many features of the modern South Korean post office.
               This included a strong emphasis on post office savings. But the main thrust of the
               Japanese-era post office, especially in newly developing areas such as telecommunications, helped the Japanese rather than the Koreans. This meant that the 1,031 post offices
               in Korea in 1938 were more for the benefit of the Japanese than for the Koreans.
            

            
            After 1948, South Korea once again handled its own postal affairs, and it resumed
               membership in the International Postal Union, which Chosun dynasty Korea had originally
               joined in 1900. The whole system was badly disrupted by the Korean War, and further rebuilding took place after 1953. By 1958, there were 648 post offices,
               employing 6,671 staff, of whom 3,486 were postal carriers. Mail was exchanged with
               88 countries, but all communist countries were excluded.
            

            
            By the mid-1960s, there were 1,728 post offices, many of which also handled telegraphic
               services. In many rural areas, the postman (never at that stage a woman) and the local police officer were almost the only government representatives seen by most people. Over
               the years, the postal service continued to grow and develop, steadily moving into
               new fields. In 2000, while remaining part of the government, the service became Korea
               Post under the Ministry of Communications and Information. By 2009, there were 3,700
               post offices, employing 44,000 people. Korea Post has moved with the times and now
               offers different savings accounts and many other facilities. It retains a monopoly
               on the delivery of traditional mail but has to compete with commercial organizations
               for express mail, where it commands 25 percent of the market, and parcels, where it
               has 10 percent. The issue of privatization has surfaced from time to time, but there
               has been no progress toward such a status, which is strongly opposed by trade unions.
            

         

         
         	PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

         
         	
            Refer to appendix C.

         

         
         	PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORAL COLLEGE

         
         	
            Under the revised Constitution approved in the national referendum on 22 October 1980, the new Presidential Electoral
               College, composed of “no less than 5,000 popularly elected delegates,” was created,
               replacing the National Conference for Unification. On 11 February 1981, elections were held to choose 5,278 members of the electoral
               college. When the Constitution was again revised following a national referendum on
               27 October 1987, the electoral college was abolished, restoring the system of popular
               election of the president.
            

         

         
         	PRESS CODE OF ETHICS

         
         	
            The Korean Newspaper Editors’ Association was established in April 1957. It adopted
               the press code of ethics primarily to protect national security and strengthen an
               anticommunist stand. This self-imposed censorship of the press remained in force until 1988.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; “MASSACRES OF THE MASS MEDIA”.
            

         

         
         	PRIME MINISTER

         
         	
            A list of South Korean prime ministers since 1948 is supplied in appendix B. It notes
               that the office did not exist between November 1954 and August 1960; President Rhee Syngman did not want anybody to appear to challenge his authority. That gap was followed by
               a brief period, from August 1960 to July 1961, during which the prime minister held
               executive power and the president was head of state, not chief executive. Following
               the military revolution of 16 May 1961, the system reverted to what it had been from 1948 to 1954. The prime minister has
               been a presidential appointment ever since. The nominee must be approved by the National Assembly but does not have to be an elected politician; presidents select whomever they want
               for the role. Sometimes this has been personal cronies, and at other times it has
               been somebody distinguished in fields such as education or the law. In at least one case, that of Kim Sang-hyop, a former minister of education and a member of the National Assembly when he became
               prime minister in 1982, he was not even consulted in advance about his appointment.
               As the list indicates, few serve very long in the post. The president also selects
               other members of the cabinet, sometimes on the advice of the prime minister, sometimes
               not. The prime minister can make recommendations about cabinet members but there is
               no constitutional requirement for the president to take account of them. The prime minister can attend
               the National Assembly but does so as the chief executive assistant to the president.
               As well as coordinating the work of the cabinet, the prime minister directly supervises
               a number of government agencies. It is occasionally suggested that to break up the
               weight of presidential power, South Korea should consider returning to an executive
               prime minister. Kim Dae-jung toyed with this idea in opposition, but once he became president, he lost interest
               in power sharing.
            

         

         
         	PROGRESSIVE PARTY (Chinbodang)
         

         
         	
            A party formed in November 1956 by Cho Pong-am, a progressive socialist who had served as the minister of agriculture and forestry
               under President Rhee Syngman from August 1948 to February 1949 and ran for the presidency in the 1952 presidential
               election. When Cho was executed for his alleged antistate activity in July 1959, the
               party collapsed. In 2011, the Supreme Court overturned his conviction.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK).
            

         

         
         	PROLIFERATION SECURITY INITIATIVE

         
         	
            In a speech in Krakow, Poland, in May 2003, the then U.S. president, George W. Bush, proposed setting up an international organization to better control the proliferation
               of weapons of mass destruction. Although North Korea was not mentioned by name, the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) came shortly
               after the revival of the North Korean nuclear program in late 2002. As the idea developed, it was proposed that countries subscribing to
               the initiative would share intelligence and would interdict suspected shipping in
               territorial waters. The North Korean reaction was that any move against its shipping
               would be tantamount to an act of war. The initial group of supporting countries, which
               included several European countries and Australia, was augmented by others, and by 2019, 105 countries had signed up. China, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, and many Latin American and Africa countries have not.
            

            
            The South Korean government declined to join in 2003, citing the difficulties it would
               face if it tried to interdict North Korean shipping. In 2009, however, following an
               attempted North Korean long-range rocket test and a second nuclear test, the government
               of President Lee Myung-bak, which had adopted a less tolerant attitude toward North Korea than its two predecessors,
               announced that it would play a full part in the PSI. At the same time, however, it
               said that the 2005 North–South agreement on maritime cooperation would continue in
               force. South Korea then began to take a full role in the PSI process, including hosting
               an intervention exercise in Pusan in 2010.
            

            
            In reality, little has changed. South Korea has not attempted to stop North Korean
               ships near the peninsula. Although the PSI continues, there are doubts about its legality,
               and it has proved difficult to enforce.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; TERRITORIAL DISPUTES.
            

         

         
         	PROTESTANTISM

         
         	
            See CHRISTIANITY; RELIGIONS.
            

         

         
         	PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

         
         	
            In April 1919, soon after the Samil Undong (March First Movement) in Korea, Korean exiles in China met in Shanghai and established a provisional government. Although the organization
               lasted in theory until the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, the only
               established government to accord it even minimal recognition was that of China. During
               the Sino–Japanese War (1937–1945), it moved to the Chinese wartime capital of Chongqing.
               In 1945, it sought to establish itself in Seoul, but the United States Army Military Government in Korea refused to deal with it. Its first president was the veteran nationalist campaigner
               Rhee Syngman. It was, however, prone to factionalism, and Rhee was ousted in 1925. There followed
               a period of theoretical parliamentary government until 1940, when it reverted to a
               presidential system under Kim Ku. Rhee was again elected as its president in 1947 and became president of the Republic
               of Korea in August 1945. As part of the battle for political legitimacy with North Korea since 1948, some in South Korea argue that the Republic of Korea dates not from August
               1945 but from 1919. Although this claim is reflected in the 1987 revised South Korean
               Constitution, it is not accepted by all. There are museums at the sites in Shanghai and Chongqing
               that the Provisional Government occupied. President Moon Jae-in visited the one in Chongqing on his state visit to China in 2017.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	PSY (PARK JAE-SANG 1977–)

         
         	
            In December 2012, the music video of the song “Gangnam Style” by the South Korean rapper Psy became the most-watched
               video ever on YouTube, having notched up over one billion hits, bringing international
               fame to its performer and, for those concerned with nation branding, much-prized recognition to the country. By May 2014, it had two million hits. Psy,
               real name Park Jae-sang, was born in Gangnam, a wealthy and recently developed suburb
               of Seoul, the capital. His family was wealthy, and after attending school in Seoul, where
               he was not a very diligent pupil, he went on to study business management at Boston
               University in the United States. By his own account, he was already hooked on Western-style pop music. He dropped
               out of management studies, switching to music at Boston’s Berklee College. Again,
               he failed to complete the course and returned to Seoul, where he began performing
               rap using the name “Psy,” derived from “psycho.” His albums were successful, but he
               was regularly in trouble with the authorities over the sexual explicitness of his
               lyrics. He was also arrested in 2001 and fined for the possession and use of marijuana.
               Like other young men, he was called up in 2003 for service with the national defense forces, but he secured an exemption on the grounds that he was working for a software company,
               an occupation that was deemed to be of national importance. He continued to issue
               regular music albums, which led to his prosecution in 2007 for draft evasion. He was
               convicted and again called up, serving from 2007 to 2009 as a private in a signals
               unit. In the meantime he had married a cellist, Yoo Hye-yun. They have twin daughters.
            

            
            When “Gangnam Style” was released, it immediately became a worldwide hit, and Psy
               was famous and in demand. He made many international appearances and was feted by
               domestic politicians, while the song itself spawned many imitators, including members
               of the South Korean navy and people at Great Britain’s Eton College. In October 2012, he met Ban Ki-moon, the Korean-born United Nations secretary-general, who said they should be able to work together, a suggestion that
               has remained unfulfilled. Around the same time, it emerged that in earlier years,
               Psy had made a number of anti-American remarks, including one in which he appeared
               to encourage the killing of U.S. soldiers. A public apology in 2012 just before he
               performed at a concert for U.S. president Barack Obama and Michelle Obama proved sufficient to nullify the negative effects. He has continued
               to produce new albums but so far has failed to emulate the success of “Gangnam Style.”
               In 2017, he announced that he was abandoning the approach of “Gangnam Style” to return
               to his musical roots.
            

            
            See also KOREAN WAVE (HALLYU); K-POP.
            

         

         
         	PUEBLO, USS
         

         
         	
            On 23 January 1968, naval ships from North Korea seized a U.S. intelligence ship, the USS Pueblo, under Commander Lloyd M. Bucher and with a crew of 83 aboard, 24 km (15 miles) east
               of the North Korean east coast port of Wonsan. One crew member was killed during the
               attack. The United States claimed that the ship was on the high seas at the time of its capture; the North
               Koreans said that it was within their territorial waters. After protracted negotiations
               in the Military Armistice Commission at Panmunjom and an American apology, Commander Bucher and 82 surviving crew members were returned
               to South Korea on 23 December 1968, but the ship was not. The United States promptly
               repudiated the apology once the crew had been released.
            

            
            The Pueblo was periodically on display at Wonsan until about 1998, when it was moved to the Taedong
               River in Pyongyang, the North Korean capital; exactly how it got there is something of a mystery. It
               remained on display on the Taedong River as an adjunct of the North’s Korean War Museum
               until 2011 and was a regular stop on tourist visits. It then disappeared from view, reappearing the following year repainted. Since
               then, it has been on display in the new section of the War Museum opened to mark the
               Kim Il Sung centenary in 2012.
            

            
            See also EC 121, DOWNING OF.
            

         

         
         	PULGUKSA

         
         	
            Pulguksa (Temple of the Buddha Land) in Kyongju in North Kyongsang Province is the largest Buddhist temple in South Korea. It is famous for its bridges between levels and has many National Treasures associated with it. Since 1995, it has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Its origins
               date back to the sixth century AD, but it has been rebuilt many times. The current
               site is about 20 percent of the original. The Japanese sacked it in 1592 at the beginning of the Imjin Wars, and it lay in ruins until the 1960s. Then the military government of President Park Chung-hee decided to restore it, probably to emphasize its nationalism and patriotism. No expense
               was spared, and the restoration was completed in 1972. Not everybody was happy with
               the restoration, which some described as a Disney-like image of a Buddhist temple
               and a vanity project of the president. Most Koreans were pleased that the ravages
               of the Japanese had been undone, and it immediately became a must-see site in what
               was already a major tourist area.
            

            
            See also INDEPENDENCE HALL OF KOREA.
            

         

         
         	PU-MA DISTURBANCES

         
         	
            These were antigovernment student demonstrations that took place in the Pusan and Masan area in October 1979, accompanied by bloody clashes between the demonstrators and
               riot police. These violent demonstrations brought about a declaration of garrison law and eventually
               led to the fall of the Fourth Republic. The news from Pusan and Masan led students
               in Seoul and elsewhere to prepare for large antigovernment demonstrations similar to those
               of April 1960.
            

            
            See also STUDENT MOVEMENT.
            

         

         
         	PUSAN

         
         	
            South Korea’s major port and an industrial city in the southeast of the peninsula,
               Pusan is also the home of former president Kim Young-sam. Its population in 2012 was about 3.5 million; in 2019, it was estimated at 3.7 million.
               It developed originally in the early Yi dynasty as the harbor for nearby Tonghae,
               which was an important point of contact with Japan and where Japanese merchants were allowed to reside. After the 1876 Kanghwa Treaty,
               the Japanese presence increased rapidly. A railway from Seoul to Pusan was begun in 1904; this was later extended to the border with China and connected to the trans-Siberian railway. It remains well connected by rail and
               road to the rest of the country, as well as having an international airport. It is
               the main port for passenger ferries to Japan.
            

            
            The city, which is Korea’s nearest to Japan, developed as the main port for Korean–Japanese
               trade under the Japanese Government-General of Korea and was the center of anti-Japanese strikes in 1921. Retreating South Korean and United States troops, and the South Korean government, arrived in the city in August 1950 during the Korean War. For a short period, the city and the surrounding area, the Pusan perimeter, was the only remaining unoccupied territory of the Republic of Korea. Pusan remained
               the seat of government until 1954. In January 1951, a cemetery was established for
               the dead of the United Nations Command forces, which later became the United Nations Memorial Cemetery.
            

            
            Pusan became a directly governed city in 1963 and a metropolitan city in 1965. Its
               development as a major port continued all through the Korean War and in subsequent
               years. It is now (2014) the world’s fifth-busiest port, with three container ports.
               The Pusan–Chinhae Free Economic Zone is associated with the port. A number of companies have their headquarters
               in the city, and it is also a major shopping hub for the surrounding region, with
               all the major South Korean retail organizations represented. Its closeness to Japan
               helped it develop as a fashion center in the 1970s and 1980s, with new trends from
               Japan often starting in Pusan rather than Seoul. The city has numerous universities and colleges, including the Korea Maritime University, as well as museums and galleries.
               Pusan National University is one of the country’s major seats of learning. There are
               two foreign schools, offering education from kindergarten through 12th grade. The city has developed as a broader cultural
               center. The Pusan Film Festival, the first in South Korea, began in 1996 and has occupied
               a permanent site since 2011. In 2002, Pusan hosted the Asian Games, the second South
               Korean city to do so. The Asia–Pacific Economic Community summit was held there in
               2005.
            

            
            Pusan is an important tourist and leisure center for the whole country. There are numerous historic monuments in
               the greater Pusan area. The city has a large number of hotels and restaurants. The
               nearby beaches are among the most popular in South Korea; Haeundae Beach is said to
               have up to a million visitors a day during the height of summer. The local hot springs
               are also popular.
            

            
            See also INCHON; PU-MA DISTURBANCES; TAEGU; TAEJON.
            

         

         
         	PUSAN PERIMETER

         
         	
            At the start of the Korean War in June 1950, the North Korean forces at first swept all before them. The South Korean government under President
               Rhee Syngman fled from the capital, Seoul, and at first established itself at Taejon. As the northern forces pressed on, the government retreated farther, to Taegu, and eventually to the southern port city of Pusan. From 1 August to 16 September 1950, the area known as the Pusan or Naktong perimeter
               was all the territory administered by the Republic of Korea. It was also where the
               U.S. 8th Army began to assemble. The line to be defended ran 80 km (50 miles) east–west
               to the coast through mountainous country, and north–south for about 160 km (100 miles)
               along the Naktong River—hence the alternative name for the perimeter—and the fighting
               is known in both Western and North Korean accounts of the war as the Battle of the
               Naktong River. Pusan was already crowded with refugees, and more arrived as the fighting
               continued. Possession of the area and especially the port allowed the United Nations forces to establish and supply themselves for a counterattack and gave the South Korean forces
               time to regroup.
            

            
            Although the North Korean forces regularly attacked along the line of the perimeter,
               they were just as regularly forced back, and the line held. Following the UN forces’
               amphibious landing at Inchon on 8 September 1950, a successful breakout from the Pusan perimeter began on 15 September.
               The exhausted North Korean forces fell back before them, retreating first to the 38th parallel and then into North Korea. At the time of the breakout, there were 84,500 UN, mainly
               U.S., and 72,700 South Korean troops, who faced about 70,000 North Koreans.
            

         

         
         	PUSAN POLITICAL DISTURBANCE

         
         	
            An event that took place in the latter part of May 1952 in connection with the controversy
               surrounding the constitutional revision proposed by the administration. The opposition
               lawmakers refused to pass the constitutional revision bill, and Prime Minister Chang Myon, the opposition leader, resigned in mid-April. President Rhee Syngman then appointed a new prime minister and declared martial law in the Pusan area on 25 May. The military police entered the National Assembly building, arrested 50 lawmakers, and charged some of them with having received political
               funds from “international Communist organizations.” The National Assembly was eventually
               forced to pass the bill at midnight on 4 July, thus revising the Constitution so as to institute the direct, popular election of the president and vice president.
            

         

         
         	PYONGYANG

         
         	
            Pyongyang was the “temporary capital” of North Korea from its establishment in 1948 until 1972; Seoul, the capital of Korea from 1392, was listed as the capital. After 1972, Pyongyang
               became the permanent capital of North Korea. The city, which occupies an important
               strategic position on the Taedong River, was probably the site of the Koguryo capital.
               It suffered heavily in Japan’s wars with China in 1894–1895 and with Russia. Under the Japanese Government-General of Korea, it began to develop as a modernized industrial center, with important railway connections. It was also a major center of Christianity.
            

            
            During the 1950–1953 Korean War, the United Nations Command forces briefly occupied Pyongyang in the autumn of 1950. After their retreat, the
               city was subjected to heavy bombing, which left little standing. The government and
               the remaining inhabitants were forced to live underground. A massive reconstruction
               program, with help from many Eastern European countries and China, saw a new city
               arise in the 1950s. Pyongyang remains the political, educational, and economic center
               of North Korea, though it did not escape the economic problems that have beset the
               North since the mid-1990s. Its population is estimated at 2.2 million. Pyongyang has
               been the scene for meetings between the North and the South, including the June 2000 summit meeting between Kim Dae-jung and Kim Jong Il, the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit, and the meeting between Kim Jong Un and President Moon Jae-in in September 2019. In September 2003, the first-ever tourist group from South Korea visited Pyongyang. It then looked as though tourism from the
               South might develop on a regular basis, but this failed to happen.
            

         

         
         	PYONGYANG UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

         
         	
            This institution, usually known by the abbreviation PUST, is the only private educational establishment in North Korea. There has been strong South Korean involvement in it, and although this has diminished
               somewhat since 2008, South Korean money, mainly from evangelical churches, supports
               it, and South Korean academics still endorse it. Evangelical groups in the United States also contribute. It admitted its first group of students to a new campus, built by
               the military on a former military base near the capital city of Pyongyang, in October 2010, reportedly on the site of the Thomas Memorial Church that commemorated
               a missionary from Great Britain killed in 1866. Its first graduation ceremony took place in May 2014.
            

            
            Its founder and first principal, Kim Chin-kyung (also known as James Kim), was born
               in Korea in 1935 but now carries a U.S. passport. According to his own account published
               in 2013, his family had connections with Manchuria, where his father ran an agricultural school in the 1930s. They had returned to Korea
               by 1950, and Kim enlisted in the South Korean national defense forces at the beginning of the Korean War. After the war, he attended Soongsil University, a private Christian establishment in Seoul. After graduation, he taught German in high school. In 1960, he decided to study abroad. He spent eight months in the
               L’Abri community in Switzerland and then studied theology at Clifton Theological College,
               an Anglican foundation in Great Britain. After his return to Seoul, he established
               a seminary and ran a taxi company. He also married. Having lost all his money because
               of fraud, Kim went to the United States and obtained a PhD. He also opened a shoe
               shop and later a clothing factory, becoming wealthy in the process. In the 1980s,
               he began to visit China, including the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region, and North Korea. China’s eagerness for education led him to found the Yanbian University
               of Science and Technology in 1992. While not formally religious, many of the faculty
               are Christian. It has links with a number of South Korean universities. Yanbian is
               the model on which PUST is based. During the 1990s famine, Kim brought humanitarian
               aid to North Korea. His frequent visits, his U.S. connections, and his ability to speak
               Korean may have aroused the suspicions of the authorities, which led to his detention.
               He was interrogated and claims that he was sentenced to death. Exactly how he came
               to be released is not clear.
            

            
            In 2001, according to his own account, North Korean officials contacted him about
               establishing a university similar to Yanbian in North Korea. Kim has denied paying
               anything and maintains that the project is financed from his own resources and from
               Christian donations. The agreement to establish PUST was signed with the DPRK in May
               2001 and approved by the South Korean government, then following the “sunshine policy.” A groundbreaking ceremony was held in Pyongyang a year later, but it was not until
               September 2009 that the formal opening ceremony took place. By that stage, South Korea,
               now under President Lee Myung-bak’s government, was much less enthusiastic about the project. Although South Korean
               government representatives took part in the ceremony, the government blocked certain
               items of equipment, including computers, because of the North Korean nuclear program. Kim persisted, however, and in October 2010 enrolled the first group of 160 postgraduate
               students, all male. By 2014, student numbers had doubled but remained all male. Now
               there are also female students. PUST has 16 teachers, none of whom have come from
               South Korea; most teach on a voluntary basis. Its website lists and carries messages
               from four cochairs: Dr. Kim; Dr. Kim Jung-bae (1940–), former president of Korea University
               and now president of the South Korean Academy of Korean Studies; Dr. Park Chan-mo (1935), former head of Pohang University of Science and Technology;
               and Dr. Malcolm Gillis (1940–2015), former president of Rice University in the United
               States. Great Britain’s Lord (David) Alton (1951) is a trustee. There are claims of
               North Korean military involvement, but these are unconfirmed.
            

            
            A number of Korean–American members of the staff were detained in 2017 as North Korean–U.S.
               relations deteriorated after President Donald Trump took office. The prohibition on U.S. citizens visiting North Korea, introduced by
               Trump later that year, has affected PUST’s ability to recruit foreign staff.
            

         

         
         	PYUN YUNG-TAI (1893–1969)

         
         	
            Pyun Yung-tai served as foreign minister and then prime minister from 1951 to 1955.
               He was born in Seoul and educated in Korea and Manchuria. After liberation in 1945, he became a professor of English at Korea University in Seoul. In 1949, President Rhee Syngman asked him to conduct a diplomatic mission to the Philippines; he appointed him foreign
               minister in 1951, a post he held until June 1954. He was thus involved in the very
               difficult negotiations on several subjects with the United States during the later stages of the Korean War, including the United States–South Korea Mutual Defense Treaty and the 1954 Geneva Political Conference. During all these negotiations, he came across as abrasive, strongly anti-Japanese, and equally strongly anticommunist. His uncompromising stand at Geneva, which paralleled
               that of the North Korean negotiators, meant that no agreement on the future of Korea
               could be reached. From June 1954 to the end of July 1955, he was prime minister. Rhee
               then abolished the position, and Pyun returned to Korea University.
            

            
            He reemerged briefly on the political scene as a candidate in the 1963 presidential
               election against Park Chung-hee. He was nearly bankrupted in the process and thereafter left politics altogether.
               For a time, he taught English at a private school. He published a number of books,
               including Tales from Korea, together with Robert T. Oliver, who was also close to Rhee Syngman, and H. R. Underwood, and Korea: My Country, which went through several editions.
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         	RA JONG-IL (1940–)

         
         	
            Ra Jong-il is a South Korean academic who also served as deputy head of the National Intelligence Service (NIS) under President Kim Dae-jung and then as ambassador to Great Britain and Japan. He was educated at Seoul National University, where he took bachelor’s and master’s
               degrees in political science, and then at the University of Cambridge in Great Britain.
               His thesis at Cambridge examined British policy during the Korean War, and he published a number of highly respected academic articles derived from his
               research. After his return to Korea, he taught at Kyunghee University, a private research-oriented university in Seoul, until 1998, serving as dean of the College of Political Science and Economics and
               later as dean of the graduate school.
            

            
            He had long been close to Kim Dae-jung when the latter was in opposition. It was Ra
               who arranged for Kim to spend some time at the University of Cambridge when he failed
               to win the 1992 presidential election and announced his retirement from politics.
               Following Kim’s successful bid for the presidency in 1997, Ra was appointed deputy
               head of the NIS and then special adviser to the president for foreign policy and national
               security in the Blue House. These appointments put him close to the center of Kim Dae-jung’s “sunshine policy” of engagement with North Korea. In 2001, he became ambassador to Great Britain, where he supported British policy
               toward North Korea, especially the decision to establish a resident embassy in Pyongyang. From London, he moved as ambassador to Japan, probably the most difficult post for
               any South Korean diplomat. His time in Tokyo ended as Lee Myung-bak succeeded Roh Moo-hyun as president in 2007. Ra then returned to university administration. He continued
               writing on the politics of the Korean Peninsula, often in a slightly amusing and quirky
               manner, but never afraid of being controversial and continuing to support the broad
               principle of engagement with the North. He also maintained his links with Cambridge,
               which he visits regularly. In 2008, he established an annual lecture series in Korean
               studies in his name at Robinson College, Cambridge. Characteristically, he gave the
               first lecture, “The Discovery of the World: A Korean Perspective,” in October 2008.
               He is still (2019) very active. As well as being president of Woosuk University, he
               is a regular speaker in South Korea and internationally. He has written many books,
               including most recently an account of the rise and fall of Jang Sang Taek, uncle by
               marriage of the current North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un.
            

            
            See also MOON CHUNG-IN (1951–).
            

         

         
         	RADIO

         
         	
            See BROADCASTING.
            

         

         
         	RANGOON BOMBING

         
         	
            On 9 October 1983, a bomb explosion at the Aung Sun Mausoleum in Rangoon, Burma (Yangon,
               Myanmar), killed 4 local officials and 16 leading officials of the government of South
               Korea, including the deputy prime minister, Suh Sook-joon; the minister for foreign
               affairs, Yi Pom-suk (2); and the minister for commerce and industry, Kim Dong-whie. The bomb was intended
               for the South Korean president, Chun Doo-hwan, who was on an official visit to Burma. Chun escaped because bombers thought that
               the South Korean ambassador’s car was that of the president. Suspicions immediately
               fell on North Korea. Two of those involved were captured, and a third committed suicide. One was hanged
               and the other sentenced to life imprisonment after he made a full confession; he died
               in jail. Burma withdrew diplomatic recognition of North Korea and broke off diplomatic relations, as did a number of other countries.
               Burma eventually reestablished diplomatic relations with North Korea in 2007. The
               third terrorist was released in 2008 and was due to go to South Korea but died of
               cancer before this could be arranged. In June 2014, the Burmese government dedicated
               a monument at the mausoleum to those who had died in 1983, in the presence of family
               members and the South Korean foreign minister.
            

            
            See also KIM JAE-IK (1938–1983).
            

         

         
         	RELIGIONS

         
         	
            The traditional native religion of the Koreans was animistic shamanism, which may have been brought in by the Neolithic people. It was joined by Buddhism, which was introduced to Korea in the fourth century AD from China. It eventually became a state religion in Paekche and Silla, flourishing after Silla
               unified Korea and especially during the Koryo period (918–1392). Buddhism, which was
               rejected by the ruling class and the government of the Yi dynasty (1932–1910), became
               the religion of the rural population, but after 1900 it began to attract wider attention
               as religious toleration was practiced. Although Confucianism is sometimes described as a religion, it is more a set of precepts on moral behavior.
            

            
               Rural Protestant church.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            Christianity became a major religion in Korea upon its introduction, in the form of Roman Catholicism,
               from China in the 17th century. Its impact was much enhanced with the arrival of Protestantism
               in the late 19th century. While some Koreans who lived and worked in China converted
               to Islam and returned to Korea after 1945, it was only the presence of Turkish troops
               during the Korean War that gave it real impetus. The first Korean imam was elected in 1955. The Federation
               of Korean Muslims was established in 1967, and the Central Mosque opened in Seoul in 1976. By that stage, Muslim numbers had increased with the return of workers from
               the Middle East, some of whom had converted to Islam.
            

            
            There are also a number of native religions. Taejonggyo has a deity named Hanul (Heaven), a trinity of creator, teacher, and temporal king
               who took the form of the person of Tangun, the mythical founder of the Korean nation.
               This religion became virtually extinct in the 15th century, but it revived with the
               resurgence of Korean nationalism and a spirit of independence in the late 19th and
               early 20th centuries. Tonghak (Eastern learning) was founded in 1860. It grew strong
               among the oppressed and mistreated population, becoming an antiforeign force in the
               late 19th century. Its influence declined sharply after the failed “Tonghak rebellion”
               of 1893–1894. In 1906, it was renamed Chondogyo (Teachings of the heavenly way). It survives in both South and North Korea, though its numbers are now small. There were other minor religions that were Confucian
               in ethics, Buddhist in rituals, and Taoist in beliefs.
            

            
            After the liberation of Korea in 1945, both Buddhism and Christianity grew strong,
               while Chondogyo and others maintained the status quo. Many new Christian sects emerged,
               one of the most successful being the Unification Church (Tongilgyo) created by Moon Sun-myong. While this attracted relatively few followers in South Korea, it enjoyed popularity
               abroad. Many similar quasi-religious bodies also emerged, attracting people by quaint
               doctrines and methods.
            

            
               The pope’s visit, City Hall, 1984.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            By the mid-1980s, 12 million people, or 30 percent of the population, claimed to be
               Christians—this figure included a number of indigenous Korean churches—9 million (21
               percent) were Buddhists, and Chondogyo had around 53,000 followers. Churches and temples
               increased to match these figures. In 1962, it was reported that there were about 2,500
               registered Buddhist temples; by 1993, there were 10,632. Protestant churches had increased
               from 6,785 to 42,598, while Roman Catholic churches had gone from 313 to over 800
               in a similar period. One church alone, the Yoido Full Gospel Church, claimed over
               700,000 adherents. The 2005 census noted that 10.7 million claimed to be Buddhist,
               8.6 million Protestant, and 5.1 million Catholic. No other religions matched these
               figures. The next-largest groups were Won Buddhists (a Korean version of Buddhism
               that dates from 1916) at 129,907, Confucianists at 104,575, and followers of Chondogyo
               at 45,835. All other religious groups totaled 201,401. At the time of the next census,
               in 2015, 45 percent said they were Protestant (9.68 million), 35 percent were Buddhist
               (7.62 million), and 18 percent were Roman Catholic (9.68 million). Other minor religions
               accounted for 2 percent (370,000). While the figures give a broad indication of religious
               belief, there is thought to be a certain amount of overlap because not all religions
               are exclusive, and some people may be followers of more than one.
            

            
            See also EDUCATION; HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE; UNIVERSITIES.
            

         

         
         	REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL (Minju uiwon)
         

         
         	
            A 50-member advisory council established on 14 February 1946 by General John R. Hodge, U.S. military commander in South Korea, with Rhee Syngman as its chairman. The United States Army Military Government in Korea appointed half of its members, and the rest were selected by various Korean organizations.
               However, the leading liberals, as well as the leftists, refused to serve in it. It
               did not cooperate with the occupation authorities and was replaced by the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly in December 1946.
            

         

         
         	REUNIFICATION DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Tongilminjudang)
         

         
         	
            A political party formed in May 1987 by the followers of Kim Young-sam, who defected from the New Korea Democratic Party. Kim Young-sam became its president, and when Kim Dae-jung joined the party, it gained a considerable amount of strength, as many lawmakers who
               defected from the New Korea Democratic Party joined its ranks. However, when Kim Dae-jung
               left the party and formed his own Party for Peace and Democracy in November 1987, it was badly damaged, as many of its lawmakers followed Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
            In the 1987 presidential election, the two parties failed to form a united front and
               present a single presidential candidate, thus allowing Roh Tae-woo to become president. In the 1988 National Assembly, the Reunification Democratic Party became the second major opposition party by winning
               the third-largest number in the National Assembly. In February 1990, it merged with
               the ruling Democratic Justice Party and the New Democratic Republican Party to form the Democratic Liberal Party.
            

         

         
         	REUNITING OF SCATTERED FAMILY MEMBERS

         
         	
            The Korean War led to the separation of many families. Large numbers took to the roads to avoid bombing
               and military clashes. Estimates vary for the total number of refugees. Estimates for
               those who moved from North Korea range from 450,000 to over 1 million, while some 286,000 moved from South Korea to
               the North. Estimates of the numbers displaced also vary enormously. The often-quoted
               figure of 10 million separated family members in South Korea is more an expression
               of the importance of the problem than an accurate picture of the numbers involved.
               The South Korean government has estimated that the number of first-generation separated
               is about 480,000; if second- and third-generation family members are added in, the
               total comes to about 7.5 million. In addition, many families in the South became separated
               in the wartime confusion.
            

            
            The Korean Armistice Agreement, signed on 27 July 1953, authorized the establishment of the Committee for Assisting the Return of Displaced Civilians. This was aimed at civilians displaced as a result of the fighting and did not cover
               civilians detained during the war. The latter were handled under the armistice arrangements
               for prisoners of war. None in North Korea applied to go to South Korea, and only 37
               from the South eventually went North early in 1954. Thereafter, there were no mail
               or telephone contacts between North and South, and those separated were unable to
               trace their relatives. In the years following the war, the International Committee
               of the Red Cross tried without success to arrange exchanges of lists of missing persons
               between North and South.
            

            
            For many years, no attempts were made by the South Korean government to reunite even
               those family members in South Korea who were separated during the war. From 1971 onward,
               the issue of separated families featured in the periodic North–South Red Cross talks, but without much progress before the talks were broken off in 1973. From that same
               year, the South Korean government allowed its citizens to correspond with Koreans
               in communist countries, except North Korea, and some reunions were eventually arranged
               in China.
            

            
            In the 1970s, the South Korean media took up the issue of those living in South Korea
               who were separated, which at first evoked little interest. It was a telethon launched
               by the state-run Korean Broadcasting System between 30 June and 14 November 1983 that
               brought about the reuniting of some 10,189 family members who had been separated and
               whose whereabouts had hitherto been unknown.
            

            
            When the Red Cross talks resumed in 1985, agreement was reached on the first-ever
               North–South family reunions. In September 1985, 50 individuals from each side crossed
               the Demilitarized Zone, but only 65 contacts were made. Further talks in 1989–1990
               and 1992 failed to reach agreement. At the June 2000 North–South Summit, the two leaders agreed on further exchanges. These began on Liberation Day (15 August)
               2000 and have continued sporadically since then. In January 2003, the two sides reached
               agreement on the establishment of a permanent reunion site in North Korea’s Diamond
               (Kumgang) Mountains. Since then there have been periodic face-to-face reunions and,
               more recently, video reunions. But the issue has all along been tied up with the broader
               question of North Korea–South Korea relations. When these are positive, family reunions have taken place. When they are not, the
               North has frequently either refused to discuss the issue or sometimes has canceled
               planned meetings at the last moment. The South has been less blunt in handling the
               issue but also sees it as part of the wider relationship between the two. The first
               reunions for three years were held in February 2014. From 2015 until 2018, the reunion
               program was again suspended. But as relations between North and South appeared to
               improve in 2018, they began again.
            

         

         
         	RHEE, FRANCESCA (1900–1992)

         
         	
            Francesca Rhee was the wife of Rhee Syngman, the first president. She was born Franziska Donner to a prosperous family in Vienna.
               She took a PhD in languages, specializing in English and French, at the University of Vienna. She then worked as an interpreter for the League of Nations. In 1933,
               she met Rhee, who was attending a League of Nations disarmament conference in Geneva.
               Eventually, he asked her to marry him. Despite family opposition and a major difference
               in age—he was born in 1875—she agreed. They married in New York in 1934. Like Rhee,
               she had also been married before. They had no children but adopted two sons, Rhee
               In-su (1931–) and Rhee Kang-sok (1937–1960). After the marriage, she always used the
               Italian form of her first name.
            

            
             She became Rhee’s faithful supporter and secretary as he campaigned for Korean independence.
               When he became the first president of the Republic of Korea in 1948, she was the First
               Lady, regularly by his side in Korean traditional costume at public functions. Despite
               her efforts, she did not enjoy much popularity. She did not acquire much Korean, tending
               to mix with English speakers. She was suspected of trying to influence Rhee over appointments,
               but there may also have been an element of xenophobia in her treatment. When Rhee
               was driven from office in 1960, she accompanied him into exile to Hawai’i, where she
               nursed him in his last illness. After his death in 1965, she returned to Austria.
               In 1970, the South Korean government under President Park Chung-hee invited her to return to Seoul. She returned to Rhee’s old residence, Ilwajang, where she lived with Rhee In-su,
               then a professor at Myungji University, and his family. (The Rhees’ other son, Rhee
               Kang-sok and his birth family committed suicide together.) Francesca made few public
               appearances but was a faithful defender of Rhee in private. She was pleased to entertain
               foreigners in the 1980s, when she would express strong views on issues such as the
               role of Great Britain during the Korean War in allegedly undermining General Douglas MacArthur and persuading the United States not to use nuclear weapons against North Korea.
            

            
            See also LEE HEE-HO (1922–2019); LEE SOON-JA (1939–); WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT; YUK YOUNG-SU (1925–1974).
            

         

         
         	RHEE IN-JE (1948–)

         
         	
            Rhee graduated in law from Seoul National University in 1972. He then became an attorney
               and eventually a judge of the Taejon district court from 1981 to 1983, when he returned to his law practice. In 1987, he
               entered the National Assembly as a member of Kim Young-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party. When the party merged to form the Democratic Liberal Party, Rhee too switched. Following Kim Young-sam’s election as president, Rhee became
               minister of labor from 1993 to 1994 and then governor of Kyonggi Province from 1995
               to 1997. In 1997, he left what had then become the New Korea Party (2) to stand as the presidential candidate for the newly formed New Party for the People. He failed but split the conservative vote, allowing Kim Dae-jung to become president. Following this, Rhee eventually became a senior member of Kim
               Dae-jung’s Millennium Democratic Party (MDP). However, he failed to win the party’s nomination for the December 2002 presidential
               elections. When Roh Moo-hyun was selected, Rhee left the party to join the United Liberal Democrats. In September 2003, he published a book alleging that his failure to win the MDP
               nomination was a conspiracy since he knew too much about how the June 2000 North–South Summit had been agreed. He remained active in politics. In 2018, he ran for the governorship
               of South Chungchong Province but lost. He has been elected to the National Assembly
               six times, and has changed party allegiance16 times.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	RHEE (PEACE) LINE

         
         	
            A maritime demarcation line, running on average up to 97 km (60 miles) from the Korean
               shores but 274 km (170 miles) at its farthest point in the Sea of Japan/East Sea, that was originally imposed by General Douglas MacArthur during the occupation of Japan. Its purpose was to keep Japan closely within his jurisdiction and avoid clashes
               over fisheries. General Mark Clark, then head of the United Nations Command, reaffirmed it during the Korean War to restrict possible infiltrations from North Korea.
            

            
            During the negotiations on the normalization of relations with Japan after the Korean Armistice Agreement of 1953, South Korean president Rhee Syngman reintroduced the line, now renamed the Peace Line, but generally called the Rhee Line
               outside Korea, in order to conserve Korean fisheries’ resources in the Sea of Japan/East
               Sea. The line, and South Korean efforts to enforce the prohibition of Japanese fishing
               in what the Japanese regarded as the high seas, became a bone of contention between
               the two countries. The dispute continued until the 1965 South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty, in which the South Koreans agreed to a 19 km (12 mile) fishing limit. In April 1978,
               the South Korean government proclaimed a 19 km (12 mile) territorial waters limit.
            

            
            See also TERRITORIAL DISPUTES; TOKTO DISPUTE.
            

         

         
         	RHEE SYNGMAN (1875–1965)

         
         	
            Born Yi Sung-man in Pyongsan, Hwanghae Province, now in North Korea, he became a student activist as a member of a student society named Hyopsonghoe at a mission school (Paejae) in Seoul, where he also taught for a short period. He was an advocate of nationalism and cultural
               reform, joined the Independence Club when it was founded in 1896, and also wrote for
               the country’s fledgling newspapers. For these activities, he was imprisoned in 1898
               for allegedly participating in a plot to overthrow the monarchy and establish a republic.
            

            
            Released from prison in 1904, Rhee traveled to the United States to study. He took a BA degree at George Washington University in 1908, a master’s degree from Harvard in 1908, and then a doctoral degree in political
               science in 1910 from Princeton University, the first-ever Korean to gain a doctorate.
               He returned to Korea, now annexed by Japan, but in 1912 he was forced by the Japanese to leave. Returning to the United States,
               he spent some time in Hawai’i, where he founded a magazine called Korean Pacific. This argued that overseas Koreans should press the United States to support Korean independence. He also formed a nationalist
               society named Tongjihoe (Comrades Society). In 1919, he was named premier of the Korean Provisional Government established by Korean nationalists in China. When the Provisional Government revised its administrative structure, Rhee became
               president, a position he held until 1931. He fought for Korea’s freedom in a variety
               of ways, always seeking official U.S. recognition of the Provisional Government as
               the legitimate government of the Koreans in exile.
            

            
               President and Mrs. Rhee at the presidential palace, ca. 1959.

                   Courtesy of Olive Perera

               

            

            Despite opposition from the United States Army Military Government in Korea USAMGIK, Rhee returned to Korea in October 1945, following liberation. Rhee became the leader
               of the right-wing National Council for Rapid Realization of Korean Independence, which included 50 political and social organizations. After serving as chairman of the Representative Democratic Council established by the USAMGIK in 1946, he was elected to the Constituent Assembly in May 1948, which elected him
               as the first president of the Republic of Korea. He was reelected in 1952, 1956, and
               1960, becoming more and more autocratic. During the Korean War, Rhee argued against any compromise with North Korea or China. He opposed the Korean Armistice Agreement, which he tried to jeopardize, and refused to sign it, even though he eventually
               agreed to abide by its terms.
            

            
            Following the April 1960 student uprising, brought about by heavy-handed rigging of the 1960 presidential election, Rhee was
               forced to resign from the presidency on 26 April 1960, marking the end of the First
               Republic. In late May, he left Korea for Hawai’i, where he died in 1965. His body
               was brought back to South Korea and buried at the National Cemetery. In 2000, it was decided to erect a statue to his memory in the National Assembly.
            

            
            Rhee married twice. His second wife was Francesca Donner (Francesca Rhee; 1900–1992) from Austria, whom he met in Geneva in 1933. They married in 1934, and
               she accompanied him to the United States and acted as his secretary. She accompanied
               him into exile in 1960. After his death, she returned to Austria but went back to
               South Korea in 1970 and spent the rest of her life there. She remained a doughty defender
               of her husband and his policies to the end.
            

            
            See also CAPITOL; CHANG MYON (1899–1966); CHUNG, HENRY (1890–1985); HODGE, JOHN REED (1893–1963); IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979); IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); KIM HWAL-LAN (KIM, HELEN) (1899–1970); KIM KU (1876–1949); KIM KYU-SHIK (1881–1950); KIM SONG-SU (1891–1955); KOREAN NATIONAL GUARD SCANDAL; LIBERAL PARTY (Minjudang); MUCCIO, JOHN JOSEPH (1900–1989); PAIK, L. GEORGE (1895–1985); YI POM-SUK (1) (1900–1972); YUN PO-SON (1897–1990).
            

         

         
         	RIDGWAY, MATTHEW BUNKER (1895–1993)

         
         	
            A U.S. general who ended World War II as the deputy supreme allied commander in the Mediterranean,
               Ridgway became commander of the 8th United States Army in Korea in December 1950, during one of the blackest phases of the Korean War. United Nations forces, which in October 1950 had reached the Yalu River border with China, had been thrown back by Chinese and North Korean forces. These captured the South Korean capital, Seoul, for the second time in January 1951. Ridgway abandoned Seoul and regrouped his forces
               south of the capital on the Han River, from where he began a counterattack.
            

            
            This was successful. Seoul was retaken in March 1951, and the UN forces pushed the
               enemy back to the region of the 38th parallel, where the fighting had begun in June 1950. Ridgway resisted pressure from General
               Douglas MacArthur to take the war across the parallel again, and when U.S. president Harry S. Truman
               dismissed MacArthur in April 1951, Ridgway succeeded him as commander in chief of
               the United Nations Command (UNC). In this role, Ridgway continued to be cautious until General Mark Clark replaced him in May 1952.
            

            
            In later life, Ridgway drew on his experiences in Korea to criticize the war in Vietnam. He wrote a personal account of the Korean War, which appeared in 1967.
            

         

         
         	RO JAI-BONG (1936–)

         
         	
            Ro studied at Seoul National University (SNU) and then at New York University in the United States, where he took a PhD in political science. He then taught at Armstrong State College
               (now Armstrong State University) in Savannah, Georgia, before returning to South Korea as successively a lecturer
               and then a professor at Seoul National University. At SNU, he was director of the
               International Affairs Research Institute in 1978 and again in 1985. From 1988 to 1990,
               he was special adviser for political affairs to President Roh Tae-woo and then chief presidential secretary. He served as prime minister from December 1990
               to May 1991, resigning because of the growing opposition to the president. After his
               resignation as prime minister, he was elected to the National Assembly for the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) from 1992 to 1995 and served on the DLP central executive committee in 1994.
               He then returned to academic work, first at Myongji University and later as president
               of the Seoul Digital University from 2002 to 2006.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	RO KI-MAN (1902–1984)

         
         	
            Paul Marie Ro Ki-man was a Roman Catholic priest. He was ordained in 1930 and in 1942
               became vicar apostolic of Seoul and titular bishop of Cobasa. He was consecrated archbishop of Seoul in 1962 and resigned
               in 1967. After his death, he was criticized for collaboration with the Japanese during World War II. An encyclopedia published by the Institute for Research in Collaboration
               Activities in 2009 claimed that from 1940 he had been chair of the “Catholic Federation
               of Seoul Diocese to Fully Support Japan’s War” and had visited Koreans in the Japanese
               military. Then, as vicar apostolic, he had instructed Catholics to observe the first
               Sunday of each month as “Patriotism Sunday” and to pray regularly for Japan’s success
               in the war. The Korean Catholic Bishops’ Conference said in response to the claims
               that he had only been trying to protect the Catholic faithful and was not an active
               supporter of the Japanese.
            

            
            See also CHRISTIANITY.
            

         

         
         	ROH MOO-HYUN (1946–2009)

         
         	
            Roh was born in a farming village in South Kyongsang Province. His education was at a commercial school in Pusan, from which he graduated in 1966. After military service, he studied law, qualifying
               in 1975. In 1977, he became a district court judge in Taejon but opened his own law office in 1978. At first, his work was mainly on tax issues,
               and he became reasonably well off. During the protests against President Chun Doo-hwan in the early 1980s, he began to defend student movement activists. This led him to a role in the June 1987 demonstrations that followed Chun’s
               nomination of Roh Tae-woo as his successor. As a result, he was imprisoned for a short period for helping striking
               workers.
            

            
            In 1988, he entered the National Assembly as a member of the opposition Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), serving in a variety of roles and becoming well known for incisive questioning,
               some of which was shown on television. In 1990, he broke with the RDP over its decision
               to amalgamate with the ruling party and helped to form a new Democratic Party. That same year, he resigned his National Assembly seat in protest at the forced
               passing of a broadcasting bill. In 1992, he ran the unsuccessful presidential campaign for the opposition candidate,
               Kim Dae-jung, and also failed to be reelected to the National Assembly. He again ran unsuccessfully
               for mayor of Pusan in 1995, and for the Chongno (central Seoul) National Assembly seat in 1996. In 1997, Roh ran Kim Dae-jung’s successful campaign
               for the presidency as the candidate of the National Congress for New Politics (NCNP). The next year he won the Chongno seat for the NCNP in a by-election. He gave
               up this seat in 2000 but failed to be elected for Pusan.
            

            
            In 2000–2001, he was the minister for maritime affairs, serving also as an adviser
               and senior member of the central committee of the ruling Millennium Democratic Party (MDP). In 2002, the MDP chose him as its presidential candidate. In the elections,
               Roh, campaigning on the continuation of Kim Dae-jung’s policies on North Korea, scored
               an unexpected victory over the opposition Grand National Party’s Lee Hoi-chang, to become the 16th president of the Republic of Korea. His election was widely seen
               as representing the final end of the political era of the “three Kims”: Kim Jong-pil, Kim Young-sam, and Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
            However, Roh did not have an easy time as president. More conservative South Koreans
               viewed his radical background with suspicion. He was also seen as anti-U.S., and there
               were certainly differences between him and the administration of President George W. Bush on how to handle the question of the North Korean nuclear program, although he did agree to send Korean troops to Iraq. He seemed unable to cope with the economic and political problems that beset the country, and by summer 2003, his popularity had plunged.
               The MDP split, leaving him with only a small supporting group in the National Assembly;
               this eventually became the Uri Party. Faced by mounting problems, Roh announced in October 2003 that he had lost confidence
               in his own ability as president and suggested that there should be a referendum early
               in 2004 on whether or not he should continue. Nothing came of this.
            

            
            In March 2004, the opposition attempted to impeach him, alleging that he had violated
               his presidential impartiality by expressing support for the Uri Party. Roh, who had
               actually left the Uri Party soon after it was formed, stepped down, and Prime Minister
               Goh Kun took over. The impeachment issue rallied his supporters, and the April 2004 assembly
               elections gave him a majority. His position was further enhanced when the impeachment
               attempt was thrown out by the Supreme Court in May. After 63 days, Roh resumed office;
               he also announced that he was rejoining the Uri Party.
            

            
            His remaining time in office was as tempestuous as his early years. He continued to
               engage North Korea, to the continued annoyance of the United States, although he did end some official contacts after the North’s nuclear test in 2006.
               Some of his appointments proved contentious. He fired one prime minister, Lee Hae-chan,
               for playing golf rather than sorting out a national rail strike. An education minister
               quickly resigned after it was found that he had published the same academic paper
               in two different journals. The government’s enthusiastic endorsement of Professor
               Hwang Woo-suk backfired when the cloning scandal erupted in 2005–2006. Although the economy was doing reasonably well, South Koreans
               did not feel well off and blamed the government. In his last few months in office,
               Roh launched an attack on the mainstream press, which hit back with stinging criticisms.
               A proposal for a “Grand National Alliance” with the opposition, in Roh’s own words,
               “exploded” in his own backyard and effectively destroyed the Uri Party. Finally, just
               before the 2007 presidential elections, Roh decided to go to North Korea, despite
               an outcry from the opposition. The October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit was not the one-sided event that many had expected, and there were many positive aspects
               to it. But Roh’s presidency was in its last few months; the opposition would have
               none of it, and under his successor, Lee Myung-bak, its provisions were soon a dead letter.
            

            
            Even before Roh left office, charges of corruption were in the air. His brother was
               convicted of taking bribes in 2008. Soon Roh was under investigation about monies
               received by his wife and possibly other family members from a shoe manufacturer in
               Pusan. Early in April 2009, Roh admitted that his wife had received money but said
               it was a loan. The investigation continued, with copious leaks from the prosecutor’s
               office and heavy press coverage. On 23 May 2009, Roh left a suicide note on his computer
               and apparently jumped off a cliff near his home. There was a huge national outpouring
               of grief, the investigations were abandoned, and even his old enemies in the media
               conceded that he had good points. Not all were forgiving, however. The Dong-A Ilbo, expressing regret that the truth about the charges against him would now never be
               known, somewhat churlishly implied that he should not have cheated the investigators
               by killing himself. An annual memorial service is held in his memory; former U.S.
               president George W. Bush attended it in May 2019. The Institute for Future Korea works to preserve his political
               legacy.
            

            
            See also MOON JAE-IN (1951–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	ROH TAE-WOO (1932–)

         
         	
            Born in a middle-class farm family in Talsong, North Kyongsang Province, Roh first
               attended the Technical Middle School in Taegu in 1945 and then transferred to Kyongbok Middle School, graduating in 1950. He joined
               the national defense forces, and in 1951 he entered the Korean Military Academy for training as a career army officer.
            

            
            After graduating from the military academy in 1955, Roh served in various positions
               in the army. In 1959, he studied at the Special Warfare School in the United States, and in 1968 he graduated from the Korean Army War College. As he rose in rank, he
               served as commander of the 9th Special Forces Brigade (1974–1979), commander of the
               9th Infantry Division (1979), and commander of Capital Security Command (1979). He
               was also a member of the Hanahwoe. After taking part in the December 1979 coup engineered by General Chun Doo-hwan, he became commander of the Defense Security Command in August 1980.
            

            
            When the Democratic Justice Party (DJP) was inaugurated, Roh joined it. After retiring from the army as a four-star
               general in July 1981, he served as minister of state for political and security affairs
               (1981–1983), minister of sports (1982), and minister of home affairs (1982–1983).
               After the decision of the International Olympic Committee to award the 1988 Olympic Games to Seoul, he was named president of the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee in July 1983, becoming
               president of the Korean Olympic Committee in October 1984.
            

            
            Elected as a member of the National Assembly in 1985, Roh served as chairman of the ruling DJP. On 10 June 1987, the DJP nominated
               him as its presidential candidate for the 1987 presidential election. But following
               an outburst of antigovernment demonstrations, Roh made the stunning June 29th democratization declaration, demanding that Chun introduce reforms and address political grievances.
            

            
            When Chun accepted this, the political crisis was defused, and on 5 August 1987, Roh
               replaced President Chun as president of the ruling DJP. In the 16 December 1987 presidential
               election, he won the election as the 13th president by 36.6 percent of the popular
               vote, defeating four other candidates. On 25 February 1988, Roh became president,
               inaugurating the Sixth Republic.
            

            
            His presidency was notable for the successful Seoul Olympic Games in 1988 and for
               his policy of Nordpolitik, or rapprochement with the Soviet Union (later Russia) and the People’s Republic of China. The same policy led to a series of agreements with North Korea in 1991–1992, but these remained largely unimplemented. The beginning of the North Korean nuclear crisis overshadowed the end of his presidency. In 1990, he concluded a political alliance
               with the veteran opposition leader, Kim Young-sam, who succeeded him as president in 1993.
            

            
            After he left office, Roh, like his predecessor, Chun Doo-hwan, was under constant
               attack for his role in the 1979 coup and the 1980 Kwangju incident, leading eventually to their arrest in 1995 on charges of bribery and corruption.
               Later, charges of treason and mutiny were added. Sentenced to 22 years’ imprisonment
               and a fine in 1996, he was released, as was Chun, in 1997, although in theory the
               fine was still in effect. He has lived out of the limelight since then.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	RUSSIA, RELATIONS WITH (Soviet Union, 1917–1991)

         
         	
            Russia had been an important player in Korean affairs around the beginning of the
               20th century, but its defeat by Japan in 1905 saw its influence dwindle to nothing. During the Japanese colonial period
               (1910–1945), which largely overlapped with the first 30 years of the Soviet Union,
               Japanese suspicions of communism meant that contact between Korea and the Soviet Union
               was minimal. A few Koreans went to the Soviet Union for revolutionary training, but
               China and the United States were far more important destinations for Koreans. The small community of overseas Koreans in the Soviet Union were viewed with suspicion by the Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin.
               Seeing them as a potential fifth column for Japan, he had the majority of them deported
               to Central Asia, where some of their descendants still live. From 1939 onward, Korean
               anti-Japanese guerrilla units in China were driven by Japanese security forces into
               the Soviet Union; among them was the group led by Kim Il Sung, the future leader of North Korea. When the Soviet Union declared war on Japan in August 1945, Soviet forces moved
               quickly into Korea to effect the Japanese surrender, a move previously agreed with
               the Allies. As was also agreed, they stopped at the 38th parallel, to allow U.S. forces to take the Japanese surrender in the South. Thus began the
               division of Korea and the circumstances that would eventually lead to the emergence
               of two separate states on the peninsula.
            

            
            From the establishment of the Republic of Korea (South Korea) in September 1948 until
               the early 1970s, there was no contact between South Korea and the Soviet Union. South
               Korea, dominated politically by right-wing groups that looked to the United States
               for support, feared communism and blamed the Soviet Union for perpetuating the 1945
               temporary division of the peninsula. When the Korean War began in June 1950, South Korean leaders shared the widespread view that it was a
               Soviet plot and thus felt even less inclined to make any attempt to develop relations.
               Soviet support for the North confirmed the South Korean belief that the Soviet Union
               was an enemy.
            

            
            Changes in U.S. policies toward the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China
               in the 1960s and early 1970s led President Park Chung-hee to reconsider South Korea’s anticommunist policies. In 1973, Park announced that South
               Korea would not oppose contacts with “non-hostile communist states.” There was at
               first little response. In public, the Soviet Union continued to support North Korea
               and to attack the South as a U.S. puppet regime, but some tentative contacts began.
               A South Korean journalist visited Moscow in 1973. That same year, the first South
               Korean athletes were allowed to take part in the Universiade Athletic Competition
               held in Moscow. Gradually, South Koreans applying for visas for international conferences
               in the Soviet Union found that they were no longer automatically rejected. In 1978,
               Shin Hyun-hwak became the first South Korean minister to visit the Soviet Union when
               he attended a World Health Organization Conference at Alma Alta. In another first,
               the Soviet media used the official name of the Republic of Korea in reporting Shin’s
               speech to the conference. Visits by Soviet officials to South Korea were slower in
               coming, but they eventually began. South Korea’s economy also attracted Soviet interest, and soon there was a small-scale bilateral trade. By 1981, the two-way trade amounted to over US$30 million and was growing. Relations
               suffered a setback when Soviet fighter planes shot down Korean Air Lines flight KE 007 on 31 August/1 September 1983. For a time, relations seemed likely to return to Cold
               War levels, especially as the USSR began to increase contacts with North Korea. As
               time passed, however, both sides made moves to renew links, a process crowned by the
               Soviet decision to attend the 1988 Summer Olympic Games held in the South Korean capital, Seoul. The new direction in Soviet foreign policy under Mikhail Gorbachev from the mid-1980s
               and President Roh Tae-woo’s policy of Nordpolitik further helped to improve relations. Trade increased, reaching nearly $600 million
               by 1990. After a determined South Korean campaign, including promises of economic
               assistance to the Soviet Union, Roh and Gorbachev met in San Francisco on 4 June 1990.
               This was followed by an exchange of consular and trade officials, and then by full
               diplomatic relations in September 1990, much to the fury of North Korea.
            

            
            Gorbachev’s fall and the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 led many in South Korea
               to argue that their country had paid too high a price for winning over the Soviet
               Union. Since 1991, relations between South Korea and Russia have developed normally,
               but they have been much affected by the economic and political problems that have
               affected Russia. Relations are less important than they were in the days of the Soviet
               Union and are overshadowed by relations with China. Although there had been considerable
               South Korean interest in Russia’s economy, the attractions of China proved greater
               after 1992, and much of the Korean interest in Russia faded away. Matters were not
               helped by Russia defaulting on its debts as loan repayments became due.
            

            
            There was a slow increase in trade, and South Korean goods are popular and widely
               available in Russia. Speaking at an Asia-Pacific Economic Council summit in Vladivostok
               in 2012, Russian president Vladimir Putin said that South Korea was his country’s
               third-largest trade partner, but the figures are not overly impressive. Trade reached
               US$4.2 billion in 2003 and continued to climb to $25 billion by 2012; this was, however,
               only one-tenth of South Korean trade with China. Korean investment also made progress, but it too has remained low. It was about $1.9 billion at the
               end of the 1990s and reached $3 billion in 2012.
            

            
            There is cooperation in other areas. In 1992, the two sides signed a protocol for
               regular military and naval exchanges, and in 1997 they established a “hotline.” Since
               2004, Russia has played an important part in the developing South Korean space program, which began in 2001. In 2007, the two countries signed a Space Partnership Agreement.
               Two South Korean cosmonauts received training in Russia, and one of these, Yi So-yun, was a member of the crew of the Russian Soyuz TMA-12 in April 2008. In January 2014,
               President Putin became the first senior international leader to visit South Korea
               since Park Geun-hye became president in February 2013. The visit was relatively short and was marred by
               what many South Koreans thought was a somewhat cavalier approach to timekeeping by
               the Russian leader. It led to a somewhat nebulous agreement on cooperation on railroad
               and other matters relating to North Korea and, probably more important in terms of
               improving bilateral relations, to the signing of a visa-free travel agreement. Park’s
               successor, Moon Jae-in, made a state visit to Russia in June 2018. The two sides signed an agreement for
               the development of a joint free trade area at Nakhodka in Russia’s Primorsky Krai.
               In July 2019, South Korea accused Russia of violating its airspace around Tokto Island; the Russians denied this. Although Russian influence over North Korea has
               declined since the beginning of the century, the question of the North Korean nuclear program and related issues still encourages South Korean engagement with Russia.
            

            
            See also CROSS-RECOGNITION; FOREIGN POLICY; SAKHALIN KOREANS’ RETURN; SIX PARTY TALKS.
            

         

         
         	RUTT, CECIL RICHARD (1925–2011)

         
         	
            Richard Rutt (he did not use his first name), was an Anglican (Episcopalian) missionary
               in South Korea who became a major scholar of Korean culture, using both Korean and
               classical Chinese materials. He was born in Bedfordshire in Great Britain. During World War II, he worked as a codebreaker. After the war, he studied at Kelham
               Theological College and at Cambridge University. He was ordained an Anglican priest in 1952. Historically, Kelham had its origins
               in a society for training missionaries for Korea, and this connection may have led
               him to go to South Korea in 1954. He immediately began language training and soon
               was skilled. His sojourn as a parish priest in Anju not far from the capital, Seoul, led him to write a delightful account of country life in the 1950s: Korean Works and Days: Notes from the Diary of a Country Priest, which appeared in 1954. Even though the country has changed enormously since those
               days, Rutt’s insights into Korean ways remain valuable. He was also active in the
               Korea Branch, Royal Asiatic Society, contributing papers to its Transactions, serving on the council, and serving as its president in 1974.
            

            
             Scholarship did not detract from his missionary work. By 1966, when he became assistant
               bishop of Taejon, he had worked not only as a parish priest but also as an administrator, including
               two years running the Anglican theological college. He became bishop of Taejon in
               1968. In 1973, on the recommendation of the British embassy, he became a Commander
               of the Order of the British Empire (CBE). By that point, he had come to believe that
               the Korean Anglican church should no longer be foreign led, and he resigned his position.
               Hopes that he could return to parish work came to nothing. He returned instead to
               Britain, becoming suffragan (assistant) bishop of Truro in Cornwall in the West of
               England. He continued scholarly work on Korea and China but also learned the Cornish
               language, which had become defunct in the 18th century but was revived in the 20th,
               in order to conduct marriages in it; he is listed as a Gorsedh, or bard. In 1979, he moved to become bishop of Leicester in the midlands. During
               his time at Leicester, from which he retired in 1990, he was made a member of the
               House of Lords, the nonelected upper house of the British parliament.
            

            
             In retirement, he and his wife, Joan Ford (1919–2007), whom he married in 1969, moved
               back to Cornwall, to the town of Falmouth. He continued to produce scholarly works
               on both Korean and Chinese subjects, and he was active in Korean scholarly organizations
               in Britain and in Europe. But he was becoming increasingly dissatisfied with the Church
               of England. The Anglican church in Korea had been on the Catholic wing of the church
               from its foundation. Rutt, who had opposed merging with more Protestant churches,
               was part of the that tradition. When the Church of England decided to allow the ordination
               of women, he and his wife left to become Roman Catholics. Although married, he was
               eventually ordained as a Catholic priest, becoming a Prelate of Honor and a monsignor
               in 2009.
            

            
             He was a charming person, whose scholarship has stood the test of time. As well as
               writing on Korea, China, and Cornwall, he was an accomplished hand knitter, a skill
               he had acquired as a boy. He described it as a soothing way of passing the long periods
               of inactivity during the war. As bishop, he knitted his own miters, one of which he
               wore in 1983 at the inauguration in Seoul of the first native Korean Anglican archbishop
               in 1984, when he was the representative of the archbishop of Canterbury. He also wrote
               the standard scholarly work on the subject, A History of Handknitting, which appeared in 1987 while he was still bishop of Leicester. In his will, he left
               his books on Korea and China to the Universities of Durham and Oxford, while those
               on knitting went to the University of Southampton.
            

            
            See also ANTHONY OF TAIZÉ, BROTHER (1942–).
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         	SAENARA DATSUN AUTOMOBILE SCANDAL

         
         	
            In February 1964, opposition party lawmakers brought charges of illegal stock market
               manipulation and dubious financial dealings against members of the recently organized
               Democratic Republican Party (DRP) in connection with the importation of automobiles from the Datsun Company of
               Japan in 1963. To fund the new party, the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now
               the National Intelligence Agency), led by Kim Jong-pil, had organized licenses for a company called National Motor, which changed its name
               to Saenara Motors, to import semi-knocked-down kits of Datsun’s Bluebird car. The
               kits were imported at US$1,000 and sold at $1,923, part of the difference being used
               to finance the new party. These cases, plus two other scandalous financial and business
               dealings of ruling DRP members, constituted the “four great economic scandals.” Kim
               Jong-pil survived this political attack, but Saenara Motors collapsed. The company was relaunched in 1965 and eventually
               became the basis of Daewoo Motors.
            

            
         

         
         	SAENURI PARTY

         
         	
            As President Lee Myung-bak’s term began to draw to a close in late 2011, his Grand National Party, the heir to a long series of conservative political parties, became concerned that it might suffer severe losses in the April 2012 National Assembly elections and lose the December 2012 presidential election. The party therefore persuaded
               Park Geun-hye, daughter of former president Park Chung-hee, who had lost the 2007 party nomination to Lee, to take on the job of managing the
               campaign, since she had acquired a reputation for delivering results in previous elections.
               She became chair of the GNP’s Emergency Response Committee for this purpose in December
               2011. In February 2012, the committee decided to rename the GNP the Saenuri or New
               World Party—the English name is rarely used— and to change the party color, which
               had been blue throughout all the various changes of name, to red. Otherwise, the party
               remained as before, a conservative party with little real ideological basis. Park
               Geun-hye became the Saenuri Party’s candidate for the 2012 presidential election,
               which she duly won. Following Park’s impeachment in 2016, the party changed its name
               in February 2017 to the Liberty Korea Party; the party’s policies remained the same.
            

            
            See also KIM MOON-SOO (1951–).
            

            
         

         
         	SADAE AND SADAEJUUI

         
         	
            Sadae is an ancient term that first appeared in the writings of the Chinese philosopher Mencius (Mengzi, fourth century BC), regarded as second only to Confucius (Kong Qiu, fifth century BC). The term means “respecting the great” or “honoring the
               great” and refers to the general way small states behave with regard to larger states.
               It was particularly notable in the Chinese world order, which prevailed in East Asia
               until the beginning of the 20th century. Sadae was not a pejorative term but was regarded as a factual description of how countries
               viewed China even if they were not under any form of Chinese political control. China
               was the source of culture, government, and beliefs. The concept was very strong in
               Korea, which had taken to the doctrines of Confucius perhaps more than other countries
               in East Asia. This did not stop Koreans from wishing to preserve their separateness
               from China or taking pride in their own language. They were not Chinese but accepted that China was of greater importance.
            

            
             As Korea came under pressure from the West and later from Japan from the mid-19th century onward, the East Asian order began to be questioned. Europeans
               thought in terms of sovereign states rather than the subtleties of Korea–China relations,
               and eventually this affected how some Koreans saw their traditional relations. Sadae no longer seemed an acknowledgment of reality but something of an aberration. Korea
               should be independent. Sadae gave way to a new word, sadaejuui, coined by nationalists, and variously translated as dependency of flunkeyism, indicating
               inferiority. After the Japanese victory in the 1894–1895 Sino–Japanese War, China’s
               status was diminished, but there were some Koreans who began to view Japan in the
               way that they had once viewed China. The same term could be and was applied to collaborators with Japanese colonialism.
            

            
             After 1945, the world was a different place. China was engulfed in civil war, and
               Japan was defeated. In the South the United States became the dominant outside power and has remained so to the present. Although the
               term sadaejuui was little used, to many people the relationship between the South Korean government
               and the United States seemed to be just that. Later, activists in the student movement used the term. In the North, the term was often used to refer to the South’s links
               with the United States. But as Kim Il Sung tried to steer between the conflicting demands of the Soviet Union (now Russia) and China, the term was also used to describe and condemn those who, it was claimed,
               thought that Soviet literature or Chinese painting was better than Korean.
            

            
         

         
         	SAKHALIN KOREANS’ RETURN

         
         	
            Under a joint government program between Japan and South Korea begun in 1997, 1,000 Koreans from southern Sakhalin in Russia, which had been Japanese territory until 1945, returned to South Korea and were resettled
               in Seoul. Only Koreans born before August 1945 and holding South Korean citizenship were eligible
               to relocate. The South Korean government constructed a purpose-built apartment complex
               60 km (40 miles) south of the capital, Seoul, to accommodate them. The Japanese government
               provided the funds for the building. In early 2000, 40,000 Koreans and their families
               remained in Sakhalin. Since then, there has been a steady trickle of Koreans from
               Sakhalin to South Korea; not all have settled. As with other groups of Koreans in
               the former Soviet Union, many in Sakhalin no longer speak Korean and have lost touch
               with former family members. Some have Russian citizenship.
            

            
            See also OVERSEAS KOREANS.
            

            
         

         
         	SAMCHUNG REEDUCATION CAMP

         
         	
            After seizing power in the December 1979 coup, Major General Chun Doo-hwan set in train a process that would lead him to the presidency in 1980. Concerned about
               antisocial behavior and opposition to his regime, he created the Samchung Reeducation
               Camp. Here, it was claimed, drug addicts, drunks, and other antisocial groups would
               undergo training and rehabilitation. The process was arbitrary, without proper warrants
               and without trial. Those detained fell into four categories, with no check on how
               they were assigned. Those in Class A, 3,250, were handed over to the military courts.
               A small number were released quickly, but about 40,000 were subjected to forced labor
               and a harsh disciplinary regime. These included students and others deemed to have
               committed political offenses. Altogether, it appears that 60,000 passed through the camp. In 1988, some
               of those who had been detained brought a formal complaint, and the following year
               the defense ministry, which ran the camp, admitted that 54 people had died. It also
               admitted that the records of those detained were handed over to the police upon their release. Demands for redress continued for many years, until in 2004 the
               Compensation Act was passed. Some 2,800 applications were registered by 2006. They
               included Chinese and Taiwanese who had been detained, but their claims were dismissed on the grounds
               that the law of redress contained no provision for foreigners to make claims.
            

            
         

         
         	SAMIL UNDONG (MARCH FIRST MOVEMENT)
         

         
         	
            In spring 1919, Korean students in China and Japan began to issue calls for Korean independence, apparently inspired by the news of the
               Versailles Peace Conference and the Wilsonian principle of the rights of small nations.
               This, together with the news of the death of the former Korean emperor, Kojong, on
               21 January, fueled an outburst of patriotic fever and anti-Japanese sentiment in Korea.
               A group of mainly religious leaders drew up a formal declaration of independence, which was read out in Pagoda
               Park in Seoul on 1 March 1919. This was followed by demonstrations throughout the country. The Government-General of Korea arrested the signatories and put down the demonstrations with considerable ferocity,
               leading to international protests and eventually to a less draconic regime in Korea.
               The anniversary is one of the few occasions marked in both South and North Korea.
            

            
            See also CHOE NAM-SON (1890–1957); CHONDOGYO (TEACHING OF THE HEAVENLY WAY); SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK.
            

            
         

         
         	SAMSUNG GROUP

         
         	
            Samsung is now the largest of the South Korean chaebol, or conglomerates. It has 38 subsidiaries, whose business interests range from electronics
               to banking, trade, shipbuilding, construction, life insurance, a theme park, and much
               else. In 2013, it was said to account for 17 percent of the country’s GNP and 20 percent
               of its exports. By 2014, it was the world’s top cell phone manufacturer, although
               it had suffered a steady fall in demand from the previous year.
            

            
            It began as the Samsung (“Three Stars”) Company in Taegu in 1938. Its founder, Lee Byung-chull (1910–1987), came from a landowning family.
               The company imported and exported mainly food and also developed its own noodle manufacturing.
               In 1948, Lee moved to the capital, Seoul, but during the Korean War the company moved to Pusan, changing its name to Cheil (First, or Number One). Later, after moving back to Seoul,
               Lee revived the Samsung name, and it has been used ever since. The company expanded
               in the postwar period and began to take off in the 1960s under President Park Chung-hee. During this period, Lee moved into both broadcasting, with the Tongyang Broadcasting Company, which later merged with the Korean Broadcasting
               System, and print, with the JoongAng Ilbo. This, founded in 1965, is one of the main conservative newspapers, along with the
               Chosun Ilbo and the Dong-A Ilbo. Since 1987, it has been run separately from the Samsung Group.
            

            
            In the early 1970s, Samsung acquired the Korea Semiconductor Company, whose main line
               was the production of transistors for watches. This began a move into the production
               of electronic goods for the domestic market. During the late 1970s, Lee Byung-chull
               began to relinquish direct control of the company, concentrating on his cultural and
               artistic interests. At first the business was in the hands of his two eldest sons,
               but Lee was not satisfied with their performance and brought in his youngest son,
               Lee Kun-lee (1942–), to head the group. Lee transformed it from a company associated
               with low-quality goods to a world leader in the manufacturing of high-quality components
               for computers, televisions, cell phones, and other goods. It successfully weathered
               the 1997 Asian financial crisis and expanded further after 2000.
            

            
            In 2008, Lee Kun-hee was charged with tax evasion and breach of trust over an alleged
               fund maintained by Samsung Group for bribing politicians and others. He at first denied
               the charges but eventually said that he would take full responsibility for any wrongdoing.
               In July 2008, he was sentenced to three years’ suspended imprisonment and fined US$100
               million. The then president, Lee Myung-bak, formally pardoned him so that he could continue in his role as chair of the committee
               then organizing what turned out to be a successful bid for the winter 2018 Olympic Games. Lee stepped down from the chair of the Samsung Group but resumed the position in
               2010. Several members of his family have taken leading roles in the group. The group
               has faced lawsuits in India and the United States. In the latter case, the Apple Corporation accused Samsung of infringing patents
               in the manufacturing of cell phones; Apple won. Lee suffered a heart attack in 2014
               and is reported to be still in a coma. By then he was the richest South Korean businessman
               in the world. He was said to have a fortune of $7.2 billion in 2010, $15.1 billion
               in 2017, and $16.9 in 2019. Lee Jae-yong (1969–), his son who was linked to the events
               that led to President Park Geun-hye’s downfall in 2016, was accused of bribery and embezzlement. In February 2018, the
               Seoul Higher Court sentenced him to 30 months’ imprisonment, but the sentence was
               suspended. In September 2018, he was part of a business group that accompanied Park’s
               successor, President Moon Jae-in, to North Korea.
            

            
            See also CHUNG JU-YUNG (1915–2001); HYUNDAI GROUP; “MASSACRES OF THE MASS MEDIA”; TOURISM; TRADE; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	SCHOFIELD, FRANK (1889–1970)

         
         	
            Frank Schofield was a Canadian Presbyterian missionary, who first came to Korea in
               1916 and died there in 1970. He is buried in the National Cemetery in Seoul. He was born in Great Britain, where his father was a schoolteacher. Sent to work on a farm, he quickly realized
               that he could not make enough money to attend university, so he immigrated to Canada in 1907. He quickly raised funds and enrolled in the
               Ontario Veterinary College of Toronto University. Despite contracting polio, he graduated
               and became an assistant in the bacteriological laboratory at the Ontario Health Center.
               While there, he received a DVS degree in 1911. His life changed in 1916, when he responded
               to an invitation to work at the Severance Hospital in Seoul (now part of Yonsei University).
               As well as his medical work, he taught Bible classes and learned Korean. He also got
               to know Koreans who were opposed to the Japanese colonial regime established in 1910. Because of his sympathy with their cause, at
               the end of February 1919, he was approached by members of this group, who told him
               of a planned Declaration of Independence to be issued on 1 March. They asked him to
               bring a camera to Pagoda Park in Seoul on that day to record what happened. He did
               and also followed up the consequences of what became the Samil Undong (March First Movement). This involved traveling around the countryside recording the brutal suppression
               of the demonstrations that followed the initial one in Seoul. He photographed the
               physical destruction of villages by the police and military, and much more. He also protested directly to the Japanese, occasionally
               managing to modify their behavior. But he also aroused their enmity. His actions were
               not popular with some other missionaries, who proved unwilling to take up his case
               as Japanese pressure increased to have his contract at Severance canceled. Since his
               wife was already suffering from mental strain, the Schofields returned to Canada in
               1920. He took with him a copy of a book-length account of the events of 1919, concealed
               in his leg irons, worn since he contracted polio as a young man. It was never published,
               and neither it nor the original has been found.
            

            
             Schofield did not expect to return. His reputation remained high among Koreans, to
               whom he was the 34th representative of the 1919 movement, after the 33 signatories
               of the Declaration of Independence. While working in Canada, his research led to the
               development of anticoagulants. He also became involved in relief work for defeated
               Germany in 1945. Unexpectedly, he was invited to South Korea in 1958, for the 13th anniversary
               of liberation and the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the Republic of Korea
               (ROK). The invitation came personally from President Rhee Syngman. Relations between the two broke down, however, after Schofield made critical comments
               on some of Rhee’s policies, and they never met again. But Schofield decided to stay
               on in Korea, becoming professor of veterinary pathology at Seoul National University.
            

            
             After Rhee’s fall from power in 1960, President Yun Po-son awarded Schofield the Order of Cultural Merit. In increasingly bad health, he returned
               again to Canada. He was still honored in South Korea, regularly receiving gifts from
               Yun’s successor, President Park Chung-hee, and was one of the recipients of the Medal for National Foundation on the ROK’s
               20th anniversary in 1968. He returned to Korea in 1969 but died soon afterward. Because
               of his role in 1919, Park decided that he should be buried in the National Cemetery,
               the only foreigner to be so honored.
            

            
            See also BETHELL, ERNEST THOMAS (1872–1909); GALE, JAMES SCARTH (1863–1937); HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949); MCCUNE FAMILY; UNDERWOOD FAMILY.
            

            
         

         
         	SCULPTURE

         
         	
            Korea has a long and vibrant sculptural tradition that was closely associated with
               Buddhism until the end of the 14th century. There was then a setback with the advent of the
               anti-Buddhist philosophy of the Chosun dynasty after 1392, but sculpture revived after
               Buddhism regained some favor during the Imjin Wars with Japan at the end of the 16th century. Modern sculpture did not develop until the early years
               of the 20th century, when students studying fine arts in Japan were first introduced
               to Western-style sculpture and its depiction of the human form. They brought their
               knowledge back to Korea, and Koreans began to produce modern sculpture. For many years,
               the prevailing style was realism. Figures were lifelike, and historic themes prevailed.
               King Sejong (1397–1450) and Admiral Yi Sun-shin, two prominent figures of the Chosun dynasty, were particularly popular subjects.
               After the Korean War, many monuments were erected all over the country. These usually followed Western
               models. Monuments to important historical figures, including Douglas MacArthur, tended to follow the same traditions. In the late 1950s, more abstract sculpture
               began to appear, and Korean sculpture became particularly associated with the video
               sculptures of Paik Nam-june.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART (Kuknip hyundae misulgwan).
            

            
         

         
         	SEGEHWA

         
         	
            Korean term meaning “globalization.” It seems to have been coined by then foreign
               minister Han Sung-joo in the early days of President Kim Young-sam’s administration. It embodied the idea that the days of the Hermit Kingdom—a 19th-century
               coinage for Korea by the missionary and teacher W. E. Griffis—were well and truly
               over. In the future, Korea would reach out to the world, and the world would come
               to Korea. Many saw it in terms of trade, but the idea went beyond that to mark South Korea’s coming-of-age in the world.
               The 1997 Asian financial crisis showed that opening to the outside world was a two-way process and not always beneficial.
               The term effectively disappeared from regular usage with the end of the Kim Young-sam
               government early in 1998.
            

            
         

         
         	SEJONG INSTITUTE

         
         	
            See ILHAE FOUNDATION.
            

            
         

         
         	SEJONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE CITY

         
         	
            There has long been concern in South Korea regarding the capital city, Seoul. Despite Seoul’s historic claims to be the capital since 1392, there were regular
               proposals from the 1980s onward for a change. Seoul played such a prominent role in
               all aspects of South Korean life that it was a major distorting factor in the country’s
               development. But there were also security considerations. Seoul lies very close to
               the Demilitarized Zone that has divided the peninsula since 1945, and it was not forgotten that North Korean forces had taken the city in three days at the beginning of the Korean War. These concerns led to the creation of an administrative city at Kwachon just southeast
               of Seoul in the 1980s. As Seoul grew, however, it absorbed its offshoot, thus defeating
               the purpose of the original creation.
            

            
            When Roh Moo-hyun became president in 2002, he made little secret of his dislike of Seoul and its dominance.
               He announced plans to move the capital to the more central Kongju area. Although the National Assembly approved the move, there was much opposition, not least from the then mayor of Seoul,
               Lee Myung-bak. Roh pressed ahead, but the Supreme Court ruled in 2004 that shifting the capital
               was such a major decision that it could not be decided without either a referendum
               or an amendment to the Constitution. Although Roh questioned this, the project to move the capital did not go ahead.
               But Roh went forward with a reduced version of the original plan. Echoing what had
               happened with Kwachon in the 1980s, it was announced that many government ministries
               and agencies would be moved to a new city 120 kilometers (72 miles) south of Seoul.
               It would be called the Sejong Special Administrative City, named after Korea’s most
               admired king, who ruled from 1418 to 1450, and who is credited with overseeing the
               invention of the Korean alphabet, hangul.
            

            
            Under the new proposal, 36 government organizations were to move by 2015. However,
               major ministries would remain in Seoul, as would the president, the National Assembly,
               and the central judiciary. Work began despite continued opposition from Lee Myung-bak.
               Although elected president in 2007, he was unable to stop it. On an essentially greenfield
               site, which had a population of only 875 in 2011, the new city was formally opened
               in July 2012. How much it has grown since then is not easy to establish. Figures given
               on the government’s web portal stated that there were 20,000 inhabitants at the end
               of 2012, and 32,000 at the end of 2013. Other sources give figures ranging up to 500,000
               by the end of 2013; this figure is now (2019) not expected to be reached until 2030.
               The web portal stated that by the end of 2014 there would be 13,000 civil servants
               in 37 organizations. While construction continues, there will also be large numbers
               of workers, but these are unlikely to stay once the city is established. On 1 August
               2019, the population was estimated at 230,237; it had fallen from 281,000 since 2017.
               Costs so far have been reported as US$10 billion; the total cost is expected to reach
               about $22 billion.
            

            
            Those already working there have found that it does not to live up to its alternative
               name, “Happy City,” which is pushed in city publicity. Transportation facilities are limited. The city is not directly on the high-speed railroad. Most
               travel to and from Seoul is by road, which takes two hours. Some spend the week in
               Sejong and return to Seoul on weekends. Senior staff, however, find that they have
               to attend meetings in Seoul during the week, which is time consuming. There appear
               to be few amenities. The main one appears to be a branch of the National Library, and there are a number of tourist sites in the area. A few restaurants have opened, but by early 2014, there were still
               no hotels, no cinemas, and no supermarkets. Neither was there any sign of businesses
               moving to the new city. At the same time, some small businesses in Kwachon have voiced
               complaints about the loss of custom as a result of the move of civil servants. These
               complaints, similar to those made about Songdo, are probably inevitable in the construction of any city from scratch.
            

            
         

         
         	SEOUL

         
         	
            Capital of Korea from 1394 to 1945, and capital of South Korea since 1945, Seoul lies
               on the Han River, 40 km (25 miles) from the port of Inchon. From 1948 until 1972, Seoul was also formally listed as the capital of North Korea; it was then replaced by Pyongyang. Seoul began to develop as a modern city at the end of the 19th century, in the last
               years of the Yi dynasty (1392–1910). Modern drainage, lighting, and transportation all began at that time. Under the Japanese Government-General of Korea, there was much new building, some of which survives, such as the city hall; the
               old main railway station, now a historic site and no longer functioning; and the Bank of Korea. The main symbol of the Japanese colonial period, the Capitol, was demolished in the 1990s on the orders of President Kim Young-sam. The population grew steadily under the Japanese and reached the million mark in
               1944.
            

            
            
               Postcard of Seoul’s East Gate by night.

               

            

            Seoul was captured in the first few days of the Korean War in June 1950 and changed hands twice more during the fighting. It suffered much destruction.
               It was abandoned as the capital during the war, when the government was eventually
               established in the southern port city of Pusan. It also suffered a dramatic drop in population, though this recovered when the government
               returned in 1954. Seoul today is a huge modern city. It had a registered Korean population
               of 10,263,336 and an additional 67,908 foreigners in December 2001. By 2013, the population
               was estimated at 10,442,426; non-Koreans accounted for 2.2 percent of the population.
               These figures have remained more or less the same. It is the political, economic, educational, and social center of the country, with numerous universities and colleges. Most Korean companies have their headquarters in Seoul. Some attempt
               has been made to preserve a few of the city’s older quarters, but new wealth has brought
               new construction to most parts of the city. It was the site of the Asian Games in
               1986, the Olympic Games in 1988, and some of the World Cup 2002 football features.
            

            
            Periodic proposals to shift the capital from its present position, which is regarded
               as too close to North Korea and the Demilitarized Zone, have had a limited impact. Some government buildings and institutions moved south
               of the Han River to Kwachon in the 1980s, but Kwachon gradually became just another
               suburb of Seoul. In 2012, the new Sejong Special Administrative City was formally opened. Many government ministries and agencies and their staff will
               move there, but there is no sign of a major shift of businesses or population from
               the greater Seoul area.
            

            
            
               Seoul street scene.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            See also ARCHITECTURE; BLUE HOUSE; KYONGBOK PALACE; LEE MYUNG-BAK (1941–); NATIONAL CEMETERY; OH SE-HOON (1961–); PARK WON-SOON (1956–); SEOUL MUSEUM OF HISTORY; SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK; YI KI-PUNG (1896–1960); YONGSAN MILITARY BASE; YUN CHI-YOUNG (1898–1996).
            

            
         

         
         	SEOUL MUSEUM OF HISTORY

         
         	
            Local branches of the National Museum of Korea often contain some material relating to the area in which they are situated, but there
               are relatively few local museums. Those that do exist tend to be private or semiprivate.
               This makes the Seoul Museum of History somewhat special, since it is a nationally
               funded organization that concentrates on the history of the city of Seoul, the capital of a united Korea before 1945 and the capital of South Korea ever since.
               The idea of the museum emerged in the mid-1980s. It was originally to be called the
               Seoul City Museum, but by the time it was completed and functioning, the present name
               had been adopted. It opened its doors in 2002. The museum is housed in a new purpose-built
               building near the site of the now demolished Kyonghi Palace and the former West Gate
               of the city. Parts of the remaining city walls are incorporated into the complex.
               It has a permanent exhibition that concentrates on Seoul in the Chosun dynasty (1392–1910).
               This is supplemented by regular exhibitions on Seoul ancient and modern. Like all
               modern Korean museums, it makes good use of audiovisual aids. Two editions of a highly
               impressive catalog to the permanent exhibition and a series of equally high-quality
               catalogs of its special exhibitions have been published. It has developed good international
               links, which has enabled it to hold exhibitions using material held in foreign museums
               and private collections. Since 2008, it has also been responsible for the museum that
               tells the story of the fall and the re-creation of the ancient Chonggyechon Stream.
            

            
            See also KOREAN FOLK VILLAGE; LEE MYUNG-BAK (1941–); NATIONAL FOLK MUSEUM OF KOREA; SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK; WAR MEMORIAL.
            

            
         

         
         	SEVEN-POINT CONDITIONS FOR DEMOCRATIZATION

         
         	
            Proposed on 24 December 1986 by the New Korea Democratic Party, these included the following: guarantee for freedom of speech, assembly, and the
               press; adoption of a new fair election law; inauguration of local self-rule; political neutrality of government officials; strengthening of party politics; release of political
               prisoners; and restoration of civil rights of all former political leaders. President
               Chun Doo-hwan ignored them at the time, but some were introduced in 1987.
            

            
            See also JUNE 29TH DEMOCRATIZATION DECLARATION.
            

            
         

         
         	SEWOL INCIDENT
         

         
         	
            On 16 April 2014, the MV Sewol, sailing on its regular route between Inchon and Cheju, got into difficulties off the southwestern coast near Chindo. The exact cause is not known, but the vessel seems to have made a sudden turn and
               then began to sink. It took 90 minutes for the latter to happen, and film footage
               showed it well out of the water, though listing heavily, for much of that time. The
               exact number of those on board is not known, with figures of between 450 and 500 being
               quoted in the Korean and international media accounts of the incident. Whatever the
               cause, the vessel sank rapidly. There were 174 survivors, including the captain and
               21 members of the 29-person crew. By mid-May, 286 were known to be dead and 18 were
               missing. Most of the dead were schoolchildren, teenagers from the Danwon High School
               near Seoul. A vice principal from the school, who had been in charge of the expedition, was
               found hanged on 18 April. He left a note taking blame for having put the children
               in danger. Two divers died during the rescue attempts. As search operations continued,
               the five-man crew of a helicopter working on the site was killed in a crash on 17
               July 2014. It was the second-worst ferry disaster in South Korean history.
            

            
            The Sewol was built in Japan in the mid-1990s. It was originally 6,825 tonnes, but when sold to the Inchon-based
               Chonghaejin Marine Company in 2012, it underwent modifications that may have increased
               its weight and created some instability. On the day of the accident, the captain was
               not at the wheel; an inexperienced third officer was in charge. Instead of launching
               the lifeboats and mustering the passengers for an evacuation, the crew instructed
               them to don lifejackets but stay in their cabins. Most of the dead drowned in the
               cabins in the heavily listing vessel. Some reports said that the captain was the first
               to leave the ship. Coast guard and naval ships did not arrive on the scene until 30
               minutes after the accident was first reported, and early rescue work was carried out
               by commercial vessels.
            

            
            The captain and 14 other crew members were detained when they came ashore; the captain
               and 3 others were charged with homicide by negligence on 15 May, and 11 others were
               held on lesser charges. The company owner was also indicted but went into hiding.
               His body was eventually found in July, although it was not clear how he died. In addition
               to the charges relating to the loss of the ferry, the company has been accused of
               tax evasion and illegal land speculation. Many international figures sent condolences.
               North Korea did so on 30 April but later criticized the South Korean government for its handling
               of the events.
            

            
            An immense outpouring of grief from parents, some of whom had received texts and photographs
               from their children trapped in the sinking ship, and from ordinary people quickly
               turned to anger at what was seen as inept rescue attempts and then a lack of proper
               expressions of remorse. Most of the outbursts were on Chindo, where parents gathered
               awaiting news, but there were also demonstrations in Seoul. Heavy-handed policing that tried to prevent the crowds from approaching the Blue House did not help. Soon after the disaster, Prime Minister Jung Hong-won, who had come in for much abuse when he visited the grieving families, offered his
               resignation, accepting responsibility for the slow response and the apparent lack
               of coordination among the rescue services. President Park Geun-hye accepted this in principle but asked him to stay on to handle the aftermath of the
               sinking. When she failed to find a satisfactory successor, she withdrew her acceptance
               of his resignation, and he remained in office. Others involved were fired, including
               the head of the National Intelligence Service. Park announced that the coast guard would be abolished and its role taken over by
               the police and that all procedures for handling accidents and disasters would be overhauled.
               The president herself at first made a somewhat indirect personal apology and expressed
               her grief at what had happened, but this failed to satisfy the families, who were
               highly critical of her failure to appear for several hours after it became clear that
               there had been an accident. Later, on 19 May, when she announced the abolition of
               the coast guard, she made a fuller apology. These moves were also felt to be unsatisfactory,
               and it was reported that her popularity had dropped from over 70 percent in early
               April to around 40 percent by mid-May.
            

            
            Beyond the grief of the families, the loss of the Sewol has raised other questions about the business deregulation and labor casualization
               policies pursued under former president Lee Myung-bak since 2008, as well as about the close relationships between companies and those who
               are supposed to regulate them.
            

            
         

         
         	SEXUAL HARASSMENT PROTESTS

         
         	
            Starting in May 2018, women in the Republic of Korea (ROK) launched a series of regular protests in Seoul over “spycam pornography.” Media reports said that the campaign was sparked by the
               international #MeToo movement against sexual harassment. As in many other countries,
               women using public facilities such as lavatories discovered both still and video cameras
               arranged to photograph them using the facilities. The number of such incidents reported
               to the police rose from 1,100 in 2010 to 6,500 in 2017. Those planting the cameras included school
               and university teachers, doctors, church pastors, government officials, police officers,
               and a judge. Women complained that the men prosecuted received very light sentences
               such as cautions or fines, while the very rare female offenders tended to be treated
               more harshly. Before long, the #MeToo movement began to gain supporters in South Korea,
               where there has been a long history of sexual exploitation and harassment. Among those
               supporting the movement was the poet Choi Young-mi (1961–). In December 2017, she
               published the poem “Monster,” which was widely seen as a condemnation of the behavior
               of the well-known male poet Ko Un. Although he rejected the accusation and sued for defamation, he lost the case. This
               was seen as a major step forward for the #MeToo movement.
            

            
            See also WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	SHAMANISM

         
         	
            One of the earliest religions of the inhabitants of the Korean Peninsula that recognizes a myriad of spirits that
               affect people’s health and well-being directly or indirectly. According to this belief, these spirits must
               be pacified to avoid evil consequences and their favors solicited to ensure the safety
               and good fortune of both individuals and village communities. Shaman priests and priestesses,
               commonly called mudang, perform a variety of religious rituals to exorcise evil spirits. There are no specific
               temples or shrines for the spirits as in the case of Buddhism and Confucianism, but Korean villages used to have their shaman shrines (usually huts), called songhwangdang, in remote locations near the villages. Regarded as superstition by the educated
               and often frowned upon by the state, shamanism was practiced mostly by the uneducated
               population, particularly women. Under President Park Chung-hee, shamanism was officially banned, but it survived in remote areas. In recent years
               its popularity has increased, and it is now seen as an important part of traditional
               Korean culture, with somewhat sanitized shamanist performances often featuring in
               presentations of traditional culture or on occasions such as the completion of a building.
            

            
            
               Shaman painting, The Old Man of the Mountains.
                  

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            See also ZO ZAYANG (1926–2000).
            

            
         

         
         	SHIN HYUN-HWAK (1920–2007)

         
         	
            Born in North Kyongsang Province, Shin attended high school in Taegu and then Kyongsong (Keijo) Imperial University (now Seoul National University), where he took the Japanese higher civil service examinations in 1943. Despite this, he avoided later charges
               of collaboration. After liberation in 1945, he taught for a time at Taegu College before becoming
               a bureau director in the ministry of construction and industry in 1955. In 1957, he
               was appointed vice minister of rehabilitation and was minister from 1959 to 1960.
               After the fall of President Rhee Syngman in April 1960, he spent two and a half years in jail. After his release, he worked
               for various companies and organizations. By 1971, he was vice chair of the Korean
               Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He then entered the National Assembly as a member of President Park Chung-hee’s Democratic Republican Party.
            

            
            He was back in office as minister of health and social affairs in 1975 and then was
               appointed deputy prime minister and head of the economic planning board, while continuing
               to be a member of the National Assembly. Following Park’s assassination, he was appointed prime minister in December 1979. He apparently tried to stop Major
               General Chun Doo-hwan’s rapid accumulation of power after Park’s death, but without success. After he left
               office, he was appointed to the Advisory Council on State Affairs, a nominal body
               used to honor former political figures. He also held a variety of chairs in organizations having to do with the economy.
            

            
         

         
         	SHIN IK-HUI (1892–1956)

         
         	
            Born in Kwangju, Kyonggi Province, Shin became a champion of Korean freedom while
               studying at Waseda University in Japan. After graduating from Waseda in 1913, he returned to Korea and taught secondary
               school, then taught at the Posong College for Commerce and Law. In 1918, Shin became
               involved in the independence movement. In the spring of 1919 he fled to China, where he participated in the establishment of the Korean Provisional Government in exile in Shanghai, becoming vice chairman of its legislative council in 1922. He
               served in various positions in the Provisional Government until he returned to Korea
               in 1945.
            

            
            After his return, Shin founded Kungmin University in Seoul and served as a member of the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly in 1947, when he and Yi Chong-chon of the Taedong Youth Corps united their organizations into the Korean Nationalist Party (1). He was elected to the Constituent Assembly in May 1948, serving as vice chairman
               and then chairman, replacing Dr. Rhee Syngman, who was elected president. In 1949, Shin’s party and the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party merged into the Democratic Nationalist Party. Elected to the National Assembly in 1950, Shin expanded his party into the Democratic Party in 1955, becoming its president. Nominated as a presidential candidate in the 1956
               presidential election, he died of a stroke during the heated election campaign.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	SHIN KI-NAM (1952–)

         
         	
            A lawyer turned politician who became chairman of the South Korean ruling Uri Party in May 2004. However, in August 2004 he resigned after the revelation that his father
               had been a military policeman during the Japanese colonial period (1910–1945). Shin was educated at Seoul National University and the University of London in Great Britain. He served in the national defense forces as a naval officer. In 1996, he was elected to the National Assembly as a member of the National Congress for New Politics (NCNP) led by Kim Dae-jung, to whom he was special assistant during the latter’s successful bid for the presidency
               in 1997. Shin then became spokesman for the NCNP. He later transferred to the Millennium Democratic Party, and then to the Uri Party. He then worked closely with President Roh Moo-hyun, who succeeded Kim Dae-jung in 2003.
            

            
            In August 2004, President Roh began an active campaign to root out the influence of
               families that had collaborated with the Japanese. The opposition claimed that this was aimed at Park Geun-hye of the main opposition party, whose father, President Park Chung-hee, had been a Japanese military officer. Shin was active in the campaign and strongly
               denied that his own family had been collaborationist. When clear evidence emerged
               of his father’s role, however, he resigned. He continued as a member of the National
               Assembly. By 2013, he was a respected member of the opposition Democratic Party and was active in calls for reform of the National Intelligence Service.
            

            
         

         
         	SHIN SUNG-MO (1891–1960)

         
         	
            At the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, Shin Sung-mo was the minister of defense and concurrently acting prime
               minister. He was born in South Kyongsang Province and studied law. Following the Japanese annexation of Korea in 1910, he went to Vladivostok in the Soviet Union (now Russia) and became active in Korean nationalist organizations. From Vladivostok, he moved
               to Shanghai, where he attended a maritime school. After graduation, he became a junior
               officer in the Chinese navy in 1913. In 1919, he joined the Korean Provisional Government in Shanghai. Because of his anti-Japanese activities, the Japanese police in Shanghai
               arrested him in 1923 and sent him back to Korea, where he served two years in prison.
               After his release, he went to Great Britain, attended the London Nautical School, and obtained a master’s certificate. From 1930
               to 1945, he was a captain on British and Indian commercial ships.
            

            
            In 1948, Shin returned to Korea and was welcomed by President Rhee Syngman. In November 1948, a month after his return, he was appointed minister of the interior.
               In March 1949, he became minister of defense, a post for which he had few obvious
               qualifications apart from loyalty to Rhee. In April 1950, he succeeded Yi Pom-suk (1) as acting prime minister and also as head of the Korean National Youth Corps, holding both positions concurrently with the defense portfolio. Wearing these various
               hats, he made a series of claims that North Korea was on the point of attacking but that the South Korean national defense forces would have no difficulty in stopping such an attack and staging a successful counterattack.
               In the event, when the North Koreans did attack, Shin did not take any effective countermeasures
               but instead advised that the government should leave Seoul immediately. This it did, and the capital fell to the invading forces within three
               days.
            

            
            Despite his apparent inability to know what to do, Shin remained prime minister until
               November 1950 and defense minister until April 1951. Then two scandals for which he
               was held to be responsible brought him down. One was the massacre of civilians at
               Kochang, the other the death of many national guardsmen, in which his son-in-law,
               General Kim Yun-gun, the head of the National Guard, was implicated. Later, Shin briefly
               headed the Korean representative office in Tokyo.
            

            
            See also HAMPYONG-KOCHANG INCIDENTS; KOREAN NATIONAL GUARD SCANDAL; TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK).
            

            
         

         
         	SIM SANG-JUNG (1959–)

         
         	
            Sim is a member of the National Assembly and the leader of the Justice Party. She studied at Seoul National University, majoring in teaching after switching from history. After graduation, she worked
               in a factory. She was eventually dismissed for organizing the workers, which inspired
               her to become an activist for labor rights. This led in 1985 to her being listed as among the most wanted activists, after
               she led a major strike. She was on the run until 1993, during which time she got married.
               Arrested in 1993 and brought before the courts, she was given a suspended sentence
               because she was pregnant. She was elected to the National Assembly in 2004 as a proportional
               representation candidate for the Democratic Labor Party. When that split, she went with the faction that formed the New Progressive Party,
               which rapidly fell apart. She then joined the United Progressive Party, winning a directly elected seat in 2012. That party was accused of being pro–North Korea and was dissolved in 2013. Sim was one of those who went on to found the Justice Party,
               which she headed from 2015 to 2017. She was the party’s candidate for the 2017 presidential
               election caused by the impeachment of President Park Geun-hye. Sim campaigned on a progressive platform and was the only candidate to support lesbian,
               bisexual, gay, and transsexual (LBGT) rights. She came in fifth, with 2,017,458 votes,
               6.17 percent. By contrast, Moon Jae-in, the victor, got 13,423,800 votes, or 40.08 percent. Sim has continued to serve in
               the National Assembly and again became leader of the Justice Party in July 2019.
            

            
         

         
         	SIX PARTY TALKS

         
         	
            A series of talks held in Beijing, China, from 2003 to 2008 that were aimed at solving the issue of the North Korean nuclear program. When the 1994 Agreed Framework that had put a cap on the program collapsed at the
               end of 2002, U.S. president George W. Bush refused to take part in bilateral negotiations with North Korea. Continuing concern over the possibility that the North would withdraw from the Nuclear
               Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) and that it was engaged in a nuclear weapons program
               led the Chinese government to propose that the two Koreas, the United States, Russia, Japan, and China should meet together to discuss the issue. This was an expanded version
               of the talks held in the late 1990s by the two Koreas, China, and the United States.
               What mattered was not the somewhat formalistic plenary sessions but the opportunity
               the talks provided for U.S. and North Korean diplomats to talk directly to each other.
               The South Koreans liked the formula because, unlike the Agreed Framework, it did not
               exclude them. The talks began in August 2003, and despite periodic interruptions,
               an agreement was reached in September 2005. Under its terms, North Korea would abandon
               its weapons and other nuclear programs and return to the NPT. However, the agreement
               stalled when the U.S. Treasury imposed sanctions on the North for alleged money laundering
               and other offenses. The talks broke off and did not resume until North Korea carried
               out its first nuclear test in 2006, which brought the negotiators back to the table.
               A second agreement was reached in 2007, which reaffirmed the 2005 terms. But implementation
               proved difficult, and in December 2008, the talks broke down over the issue of verification
               and have not recommenced. From time to time, all parties say that they want to renew
               the talks, but this has not happened.
            

            
            See also BOSWORTH, STEPHEN WARREN (1939–2016).
            

            
         

         
         	SIX PLEDGES OF THE MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE

         
         	
            After the military revolution of 16 May 1961, the Military Revolutionary Committee announced on 18 May these six pledges to win
               the support of the people:
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Positive, uncompromising opposition to communism is the basis of our policy.

                  
               

               
               	
                  We shall respect and observe the United Nations Charter and strengthen our relations with the United States and other Free World Nations.
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  We shall eliminate corruption and eradicate other social evils that have become prevalent
                     in our country; we shall inculcate fresh and wholesome moral and mental attitudes
                     among the people.
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  We shall provide relief for poverty-stricken and hungry people and devote our entire
                     energies toward the development of a self-sustaining economy.
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  We shall strengthen our military power and determination to combat communism, looking
                     forward to the eventual achievement of our unchangeable goal of national unification.
                  

                  
               

               
               	
                  As soldiers, after we have completed our mission, we shall restore the government
                     to honest and conscientious civilians and return to our proper military duties. As
                     citizens, we shall devote ourselves without reservation to the accomplishment of these
                     tasks and to the construction of a solid foundation for a new and truly democratic
                     republic.
                  

                  
               

               
            

            
         

         
         	SIXTEEN NATIONS DECLARATION ON KOREA

         
         	
            On 27 July 1953, when the Korean Armistice Agreement was signed, the 16 nations whose troops composed the United Nations forces that had fought in the Korean War issued the “Joint Policy Declaration Concerning the Korean Armistice,” pledging that
               they would again unite to resist any renewed communist aggression. On 15 July 1954,
               at the Geneva Political Conference, the 16 nations also declared that further consideration and examination of the Korean
               question should be transferred to the United Nations. Since then, there have been no further declarations by this group. Given the time
               that has elapsed and changes that have taken place in the countries that made up the
               original group, it is unlikely that they would again function as a unit.
            

            
         

         
         	SKILLEND, WILLIAM E. (1926–2010)

         
         	
            When William Skillend, always known as Bill, became a lecturer (assistant professor)
               in Korean studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London in 1953, he became the first full-time holder of such a position in Great Britain and Western Europe. Skillend was born in Liverpool and educated in that city and at
               the University of Cambridge. His studies in classics were interrupted by wartime service
               at Bletchley Park, the British codebreaking center established in 1938 and much expanded
               with the outbreak of the European War in 1939. There, Skillend was trained in Japanese; when he resumed his university studies at Cambridge in 1947, he switched from classics
               to Japanese studies, then just beginning at Cambridge. He received a BA in 1949 and
               a PhD in 1955. During that time, he had also begun to study Korean, which led to his
               obtaining a lectureship in that subject before he had finished his PhD. He never referred
               to his work at Bletchley, and there was much surprise when his role was revealed in
               the eulogy at his funeral in 2010.
            

            
             There were few Korean teaching aids available, so he devised his own courses from
               scratch. He spent a sabbatical year in South Korea in 1955–1956. Despite the difficulties
               of living and studying in the aftermath of the Korean War, he enjoyed his time there and decided to switch entirely from Japanese studies to
               Korean, which remained his focus for the rest of his academic career. As well as teaching
               the small number of full-time students studying Korean, Skillend also provided ad
               hoc language training for a variety of people, including businesspeople and diplomats,
               but mainly concentrated on teaching and building up Korean studies at SOAS. He wrote
               comparatively little. His most important work was probably the specialist Kodae Sosol: A Survey of Korean Traditional Style Popular Novels, which appeared in 1968. It has been reprinted many times. He also wrote regular
               surveys of developments in both Koreas, although he found working on North Korea difficult and frustrating. While he often appeared shy and withdrawn, he was very
               much the driving force behind the Association for Korean Studies in Europe (AKSE),
               which was founded in London in 1977. AKSE brought together scholars from South Korea
               and Western Europe. Skillend worked hard to get participants from Eastern Europe,
               the Soviet Union, and even, in the end, from North Korea, to attend its conferences.
               As with Korean studies worldwide, much of the funding for AKSE and, indeed, for Korean
               studies at SOAS, came from South Korea, which led some to argue that Skillend was
               in the pocket of conservative South Korean organizations. Given his efforts to attract
               as wide a spectrum of Korean scholars as possible, and his genuine attempts to understand
               North Korea, it is not surprising that he resented such claims. SOAS made him a full
               professor in 1987, and he retired in 1989. By that time, Korean studies was well established
               at SOAS and at a number of other British universities. For reasons that were never
               clear, he disposed of his Korean library and ceased to work on Korean matters. He
               later said that he regretted this but gave no explanation. He did, however, continue
               to take an interest in AKSE and remained active in the Anglo–Korean Society (now the
               British Korean Society), of which he had been among the earliest members. In retirement,
               he was a welcome guest at the South Korean embassy in London, a devoted member of
               the Anglican (Episcopalian) Church, and a member of his local church choir. Upon his
               retirement, he received a citation from the South Korean Ministry of Education for
               his work in developing Korean studies in Europe. The British Association for Korean
               Studies has established a prize in his honor.
            

            
            See also ACADEMY OF KOREAN STUDIES (Hanguk jungsin munhwa yunguwon); ECKARDT, ANDREAS (1884–1974); KOREA FOUNDATION; RUTT, CECIL RICHARD (1925–2011).
            

            
         

         
         	SO CHONG-JU (1915–2000)

         
         	
            A Korean poet who wrote under the pen name Midang, So, who was much influenced by
               European poets such as Baudelaire, is widely considered to be the best Korean poet
               of the 20th century and the founding father of modern Korean poetry.
            

            
            He was born in North Cholla Province. He took part in a student demonstration in 1936
               against the Japanese authorities and subsequently dropped out of Chungang College, a Buddhist institution. That same year, he published his first poem in the Dong-A Ilbo. His first collection of poems appeared in 1941. During World War II, he adopted
               a pro-Japanese position in his writings, which led to later allegations of being a
               collaborator. After 1945, he was briefly a civil servant and then a university teacher, eventually becoming professor of literature at Donggak University. He published
               15 collections of poetry and received many national and international awards. So was
               nominated for the Nobel Prize for Literature five times. His poems have been translated
               into many languages and have enjoyed wide popularity outside South Korea.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

            
         

         
         	SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS

         
         	
            The most significant social change in South Korean society since 1948 has been the
               rise of the middle class. After the country’s annexation by Japan in 1910, colonial rule modernized the traditional social structure of Korea by reducing
               the power and privileges of the upper class (yangban) and creating new conditions that allowed the rise of commoners.
            

            
            
               Postcard of children in traditional dress, 1930s.

               

            

            However, it was the rapid development of the economy from the late 1960s that increased the number of professional and skilled people,
               turning them into a solid and growing middle class. Since the mid-1980s, polls have
               regularly indicated that 65 percent of the population regard themselves as “middle class.” As the economic structure changed, migration
               of the rural population meant that from being an agricultural country, South Korea has become a heavily urbanized society, with 66 percent of the
               population living in cities. Seoul, the capital, has 10 million people, while the surrounding area of Kyonggi Province
               and the nearby city of Inchon account for about another 15 million people. Industrial development since the 1960s has also led to large population increases along the south
               coast. The development of an efficient modern transportation system has aided the process of urbanization.
            

            
            The disappearance of the traditional social class structure, along with the rise of
               a new middle class and a new elite business community, contributed to the growth of
               social equality. Individual ability and educational background, rather than birthright, became the means by which to rise in social status.
               Although many political leaders came from the former yangban class, the majority of new Korean business leaders were from the commoner class. The
               economic development that affected the rural economy also closed the gap between the
               living standards of the urban population and the rural areas, in conjunction with
               the New Community Movement.
            

            
            Another important social change was the rise in the social status of women. A growing number of women with higher education became professionals, and along
               with the increasing number of women wage earners, they brought about a growing social
               equality with men, although there are many areas where considerable disparity still
               exists. Many traditional attitudes toward family and society have altered with the
               increase in nuclear families and the commensurate decrease in extended families.
            

            
            As the educated population grew, the number of newspapers increased to 31 by 1987.
               Of these, 5 were national papers, the rest local papers. There were also two English-language
               dailies. The total circulation of daily newspapers surpassed the 15 million mark in
               1987; subsequently, newspaper readership has declined as new media have appeared.
               Meeting the growing demands for more reading materials, hundreds of magazines and
               journals were published, and the number of book titles published reached nearly 29,000
               in 1998, though it has declined since.
            

            
            From the 1950s onward, broadcasting, first radio and later television, spread throughout South Korea. By the mid-1980s,
               no part of the country was out of reach of the electronic media; nearly all Korean
               homes had radio and television sets thanks to electrification of rural areas. During
               the 1990s, South Korea underwent a telecommunications revolution, with the spread of the internet and electronic devices such as smartphones.
               This was very much encouraged by successive governments. It is now regularly described
               as the most wired up country in the world.
            

            
            While reviving traditional national culture, especially music, dance, and painting, South Korea at the same time promoted modern culture, importing international ideas,
               particularly in the area of music and art. The traditional religions—Buddhism and shamanism—remained strong, while Christianity became the major religion. Confucianism is still practiced by a vast number of people as they maintain Confucian morality
               and ethics, rituals, and social values, although the actual numbers who claim to be
               Confucianists is low. The Confucian shrine in Seoul observes semiannual rituals in
               honor of the Chinese sage.
            

            
            Since the presidency of Roh Tae-woo (1988–1993), there has been a steady growth in democracy and personal liberty. Even
               if politics and political style have not changed that much, the state is relatively more tolerant of dissidence and
               nonconformity than was the case under the military rule that lasted from 1961 to 1988.
               A number of those formerly active in the student movement have entered mainstream politics; several have been elected to the National Assembly, and some have become ministers. There is even an acceptance that Korea’s past is
               not quite as simple as it used to be presented and that communists, for example, played
               a leading role in opposing the Japanese colonial government. A more relaxed attitude
               prevails on matters of dress and behavior, especially among the young. The success
               of the Korean wave (hallyu) has shown that “things Korean” does not necessarily mean traditional music and arts.
               Restrictions on overseas travel have disappeared. While in many ways South Korea is
               still a very conservative society, especially among religious groups, the existence
               of LGBT groups as well as others who do not follow traditional rules on what is or
               is not acceptable are far more tolerated than was the case 30 years ago.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; “MASSACRES OF THE MASS MEDIA”.
            

            
         

         
         	SODAEMUN INDEPENDENCE PARK

         
         	
            Situated near the site of the former West Gate of Seoul, Sodaemun prison was in use from 1907 to 1987. It underwent a major reconstruction
               in the 1920s, and many of its buildings were pulled down after it closed. Some remained,
               however, and from 1992 this complex has formed the main feature of the Sodaemun Independence
               Park. In addition to the surviving prison buildings, a number have been reconstructed
               and are used to tell the story of the anti-Japanese struggle. Photographs are supplemented by instruments of torture, and wax figures
               show how prisoners were treated. There is no mention of the prison’s continued use
               after 1945. Nearby also stands the Independence Gate, originally erected in the 1890s
               to mark Korea’s declaration of its independence from China. For many years, the arch languished at the side of a busy main road. Nearby are
               the remains of the Yongunmun, the gate at which Chinese envoys were received until
               the 1890s. There is also a reconstruction of the audience hall in which the envoys
               were received. The area is a popular tourist destination for both Koreans and foreigners.
            

            
            See also KOREAN INDEPENDENCE HALL; NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY (Daehan minguk yoksa bakmulgwan); SEOUL MUSEUM OF HISTORY.
            

            
         

         
         	SOHN HAK-KYU (1947–)

         
         	
            A onetime activist in the student movement turned mainstream politician, Sohn graduated in political science from Seoul National University (SNU) in 1973 and received a DPhil in 1988 from the University of Oxford in Great Britain. For a time he was the director of the Christian Institute for the Study of Justice
               and Development in Seoul. Then he became successively a lecturer at SNU and a university professor, first at Inha University in Inchon and then at Sogang University in Seoul.
               In 1993, he entered the National Assembly as a member of the ruling Democratic Liberal Party (later the Grand National Party; GNP) under President Kim Young-sam. As well as holding party positions, he was minister for health and welfare from
               1996 to 1997. Following the election of President Kim Dae-jung, Sohn returned briefly to academia but retained his seat in the National Assembly
               until in 2002 he was elected governor of Kyonggi Province, the most populous province
               in the country. He served two terms and then attempted to return to national politics
               as the GNP candidate for the 2007 presidential elections. When that bid failed, he
               moved to the opposition Democratic Party, eventually becoming its leader. This was not popular with all members, particularly
               as Sohn had been highly critical of former president Roh Moo-hyun. Sohn made a bid as the opposition’s candidate for the 2012 presidential election
               but never looked likely to be nominated. He eventually ended up in 2018 in the Bareunmirae Party, whose leader he became. While he has not disappeared from the political scene, his
               record of moving from left to right and then back again and his age seem to make it
               unlikely that he will reemerge as a major political figure.
            

            
         

         
         	SOHN KEE-CHUNG (1914–2002)

         
         	
            Born in Sinuiju, now in North Korea, Sohn is probably the most famous Korean athlete. He trained as a runner and in 1935
               established a world record for the marathon. In 1936, he won the gold medal at the
               Olympic Games held in Berlin in Germany, while his teammate Nam Song-yong, won the bronze. But because Korea was then a Japanese colony, they had to compete as members of the Japanese team and with Japanese names.
               Both silently protested by bowing their heads during the playing of the Japanese national
               anthem. To mark the event, Sohn was to receive an ancient Greek helmet associated
               with the Olympics. The Japanese would not allow him to accept it, and it was not until
               1986 that he received it.
            

            
            When the Dong-A Ilbo newspaper carried a picture of Sohn from which the Japanese flag had been removed
               from his vest, several of its staff were tried and imprisoned, and the newspaper was
               suspended for nine months.
            

            
            Sohn completed his studies at Meiji University in Tokyo and for the rest of his working
               life was an athletics coach. In 1948, he carried the Korean national flag at the opening ceremony at the London (Great Britain) Summer Olympics, and he carried the torch into the opening ceremony at the 1988
               Seoul games. He is buried in the Taechon National Cemetery.
            

            
         

         
         	SONG CHIN-U (1889–1945)

         
         	
            Born to a well-to-do family in Tamyang, South Cholla Province, he received both traditional
               and modern education in Korea as a child, followed by secondary education in Japan. While studying at Meiji University from 1911, he became a student activist in the Korean students’ nationalist movement.
               Graduating from Meiji University in 1915, he returned to Korea and became the principal
               of the private Chungang School, which his friend, Kim Song-su, had established in Seoul. There he promoted ethnic consciousness and patriotism among students. Arrested for
               his nationalistic activity in connection with the 1919 Samil Undong (March First Movement), he was imprisoned for 18 months. In 1920, when Kim Song-su founded the Dong-A Ilbo newspaper, Song was made its president. He continued playing an important role as
               a nationalist leader during the Japanese colonial period.
            

            
            At the time of the Japanese surrender in 1945, Song, An Chae-hong, and Yo Un-hyong were asked by the Japanese governor-general, Abe Nobuyaki, to superintend the transition
               period before the arrival of U.S. forces. Together, they formed the Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction. Later, with friends such as Kim Song-su, Song formed the Korean (Hanguk) Democratic Party, which represented a conservative, nationalist, propertied class, and became one
               of its key leaders. Although he opposed left-wing groups, he supported the Allied
               plan to impose a trusteeship in Korea as set out in the 1945 Moscow Agreement, believing that this would help Korean independence for practical reasons. This support
               alienated him from other right-wing leaders, and two days after his statement in favor
               of the trusteeship plan became public, he was assassinated by an ultra-right-wing youth, on 30 December 1945.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	SONG DU-YUL (1944–)

         
         	
            Song was born in Japan, of Korean parents. He studied at Seoul National University and then moved to West
               Germany in 1967. He continued his studies at the Universities of Heidelberg and Frankfurt-on-Main.
               Jürgen Habermas was his PhD supervisor at Frankfurt. He became a German citizen and
               professor of sociology at the University of Münster. He published on a wide range
               of subjects, including the question of North Korea–South Korea relations. As a result of such work, there were persistent claims in South Korea that he was
               a North Korean supporter. He made his first visit to the North in 1973, which he later said required
               his joining the Korean Workers Party. He made 18 further visits to the North and met
               the North Korean leader Kim Il Sung in 1991. In 1999, the North Korean defector Hwang Jang-yop claimed that Song was a member of the North Korean ruling party’s political bureau,
               using the name Kim Chul-su. Song denied the charge and sued Hwang for defamation in
               the South Korean courts, winning the case in 2001. In 2002, Song received an invitation
               from the Korean Democracy League to visit South Korea. When the National Intelligence Service (NIS) announced that it wished to interview him about his alleged links with North
               Korea, the league withdrew the invitation.
            

            
            It was reissued in 2003, and Song went to Seoul in September 2003. Although he had an itinerary planned that included a meeting with
               President Roh Moo-hyun, the NIS detained him on arrival, using Hwang Jang-yop’s claims as evidence that
               he was a North Korean spy. The German government declined to intervene, although Song
               was a German citizen. He was formally arrested and indicted on several charges under
               the National Security Laws, involving contacts and connections with “an anti-state organization,” that is, North
               Korea. He was also charged with fraud in connection with his court case against Hwang
               Jang-yop. A number of Korean scholars from Germany testified against him. He was convicted
               on 30 April 2004 and sentenced to seven years in jail. This led to international protests.
               Song appealed, and while two of the charges were upheld, the prison sentence was suspended,
               and he was allowed to leave the country. He does not appear to have returned to South
               Korea.
            

            
            A South Korean film about him, Border City, was shown at the 2002 Pusan Film Festival and at the 53rd Berlin Film Festival in 2003.
            

            
            See also EAST BERLIN CASE; YUN I-SANG (1917–1995).
            

            
         

         
         	SONG YO-CHAN (1918–1980)

         
         	
            Song served as a noncommissioned officer in the Japanese armed forces during World War II and later studied at George Washington University in the United States. He joined the national defense forces, reaching the rank of lieutenant general, and was appointed army chief of staff in
               1959, when he pledged to drive out corruption in the military. During the events that
               brought down President Rhee Syngman in April 1960, Song refused to support the police and would not let the military fire on the anti-Rhee demonstrators, even though he
               was accused of meddling in the 1960 presidential elections. As the crisis deepened,
               he was one of those advising Rhee that he should resign and leave the country, then
               stepped down in May 1960. After the military revolution of 16 May 1961, he served briefly as foreign minister to the new regime from July to October 1961.
            

            
            From July 1961 to June 1962, he was also chief cabinet minister, which was equivalent
               to prime minister, in the early days of the Park Chung-hee military junta. To implement Park’s ideas on building up the national economy, he became chair of the economic planning board in March 1962. In 1963, he was nominated
               as president of the newly formed Liberal Democratic Party but withdrew. He played no further role in political life.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	SONGDO CITY

         
         	
            Songdo City, also known as Songdo International Business District, has been developed
               on reclaimed land in what was the harbor of Inchon, the port city for South Korea’s capital, Seoul. Conceived in the first years of the 21st century under President Kim Dae-jung, Songdo was touted by President Lee Myung-bak as a city of greenery and low carbon growth. New York–based architects Kohn Pedersen
               Fox are in charge of the project, which is supported by two U.S. companies, Gale International (61 percent) and Morgan Stanley Real Estate (9 percent),
               and the South Korean iron and steel conglomerate POSCO (30 percent). It is planned
               as a high-tech city, with wi-fi available in all dwellings and offices, a large central
               park and numerous smaller parks, canals and bikeways, a major convention center, and
               an international golf course. A number of U.S. universities have, or plan to have, campuses in the city.
            

            
            The project is not without problems. It is expensive, at a planned US$40 billion.
               It was initially opposed on environmental grounds because it would destroy the natural habitat of millions of seabirds. Its
               transportation links have not developed as fast as was hoped or expected. There has been a poor take-up
               of residential accommodation. The population in 2012 was 22,000. By 2018, it was 100,000
               and is planned to reach 250,000. Those who have moved there, like those who live in
               South Korea’s other big urban development, Sejong Special Administrative City, complain of a lack of amenities and being cut off from other people.
            

            
            See also TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUTH KOREA–JAPAN NORMALIZATION TREATY

         
         	
            A series of talks to establish normal relations between South Korea and Japan began soon after Japan regained its independence with the coming into force of the
               San Francisco Peace Treaty in 1952. South Korea maintained a diplomatic office in
               Tokyo for this purpose. Little progress was made in the early years because of the
               stance taken by South Korean president Rhee Syngman and the refusal of some Japanese to admit that their country had done anything wrong
               in Korea. The April 1960 student uprising also caused delays. After the military revolution of 16 May 1961 that bought the former Japanese army officer Park Chung-hee to power, talks began again in October 1961 at Korean suggestion. Park was anxious
               to get Japanese financial assistance for his ambitious plans for the economy and less interested in blaming Japan for the past. This improved atmosphere eventually
               led to the signing of a treaty on 22 June 1965 in Tokyo after the seventh round of
               talks.
            

            
            The main features of the treaty included the establishment of diplomatic relations and commercial links, nullification of all treaties signed prior to 22 August 1910
               between Korea and Japan, and Japan’s affirmation that the government of the Republic
               of Korea was the only lawful government on the Korean Peninsula. With the conclusion
               of this treaty, Japan recognized the legitimacy of the Rhee (Peace) Line, made property compensation (reparations) of US$300 million, and agreed to make government
               and commercial loans to South Korea amounting to an additional $300 million. Difficult
               issues such as the status of Koreans residing in Japan and the ownership of Tokto (Takeshima in Japanese), an island group in the Sea of Japan/East Sea, were left unsettled.
            

            
            Although the Normalization Treaty was supposed to settle all issues between the two
               countries, some of those that had been put aside, such as the Tokto issue, have regularly
               resurfaced, and new ones, such as Japanese ministerial visits to the Yasukuni Shrine,
               comfort women, and wartime forced labor, have emerged. In 1983, the government of President Chun Doo-hwan sought major additional funding from Japan, arguing that the security benefits Japan
               received from South Korea had not been adequately provided for in 1965. Although the
               Japanese government did not fully accept the argument, it did eventually agree to
               provide extra funds. Questions over the Japanese attitude toward their past history
               also regularly cause bouts of tension between the two countries. Currently (2019),
               the issues of comfort women and forced labor have led to a major estrangement, with
               repercussions in trade and intelligence cooperation.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUTH KOREAN INTERIM GOVERNMENT

         
         	
            With the appointment of An Chae-hong as civil administrator in February 1947, the Korean element of the United States Army Military Government in Korea, which actually handled administration, was named the South Korean Interim Government
               (SKIG). However, the American military government was not abolished, and South Korea
               continued to be ruled by a military governor. The SKIG had no independent power and
               ceased to exist with the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUTH KOREAN INTERIM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

         
         	
            Following an announcement on 3 October 1946 by General John R. Hodge, commander of United States troops in South Korea, the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly (SKILA; Namchosun kwado ippop uiwon) was established as a branch of the South Korean Interim Government (SKIG), replacing the Representative Democratic Council. It had 90 members, 45 of them appointed by the United States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK), while the others were popularly elected. More than half were right-wing
               nationalists, 16 were moderates, and 14 were leftists. However, the assembly legislated
               no laws as such for the SKIG; only certain laws requested by the USAMGIK were passed.
               Like the SKIG, SKILA ceased to exist once the Republic of Korea was established in
               August 1945.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUTH KOREAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM

         
         	
            Before 1945, much of the electric power for the southern half of the peninsula came
               from the North. Electricity and some other supplies still continued across the 38th parallel after liberation, in return for payment, but ceased as the division of the peninsula
               developed into separate states in 1948. This left South Korea with a major energy
               problem because of a lack of resources. Finding a solution was postponed by the Korean War, but the issue arose again once the war was over. In the circumstances, it seemed
               natural to turn to nuclear power supplies. The country’s close ally, the United States, was encouraging the use of nuclear energy through its Atoms for Peace program, and
               from 1955 to 1959, the two countries engaged in negotiations that led in 1959 to the
               building of South Korea’s first experimental reactor; this went critical in 1962.
               The U.S. scientists involved in this project saw nuclear power in South Korea as something
               that would take a long time to develop and were not concerned about the immediate
               supply of electricity. The Koreans involved, however, had a different approach, which
               was encouraged by U.S. commercial nuclear companies.
            

            
            From the early 1960s, there was additional pressure for quick results. Under President
               Park Chung-hee, the need for energy increased as the country embarked on a massive industrialization program to develop its economy. Setting aside the slow, steady model that had been favored by U.S. scientists in
               the 1950s, South Korean scientists began to build civilian nuclear power stations
               in the 1960s. The first of these came online in 1978, and the program has continued
               to expand ever since. It has operated under full International Atomic Energy Agency
               (IAEA) safeguards.
            

            
            By 1995, there were eight light water reactors in operation, producing 11 percent
               of the country’s energy needs. The program continued to expand, and by 2013 there
               were 23 reactors producing about one-third of the country’s electrical power. Demand
               for power, which had been rising at 9 percent per annum during the period 1990–2006,
               slackened off thereafter, falling to about 2.8 percent per annum.
            

            
            Further expansion of the number of reactors was planned, with a projected increase
               to 30 by 2022, supplying about half of needed supplies. This now seems unlikely for
               two reasons. The Fukushima nuclear disaster in Japan in March 2011 cast doubt on the wisdom of erecting nuclear plants in areas liable
               to natural disasters. Then in 2012 and 2013, it was discovered that incorrectly certified
               components had been installed at a number of plants. As a consequence, the chief executive
               of the Korea Electric Power Corporation, the monopoly provider of nuclear power, resigned
               in November 2012, and three plants were temporarily closed. In 2013, a number of people
               were prosecuted, and there was a slowing down in the construction of plants. The government
               of current president Moon Jae-in has talked of the total ending of nuclear power.
            

            
            These developments also led to an increase in antinuclear protests. South Korea has
               been active in supplying nuclear power plants to other countries, including the United
               Arab Emirates and Jordan. China, Turkey, Indonesia, and India have also shown interest. Under the 1994 Agreed Framework
               between the United States and North Korea, the North was to be supplied with two light water reactors. The North made objections,
               but it was eventually agreed that these would be of South Korean manufacture. Although
               some progress was made on constructing the site for these reactors at Kumho on North
               Korea’s east coast, the Agreed Framework collapsed in late 2002, and the reactors
               were never completed.
            

            
            The existence of a civilian nuclear program has led to much speculation that South
               Korea might be tempted to develop a military nuclear program. Nuclear weapons, held
               by United States troops in Korea, had been present on the peninsula since at least the end of the Korean War in 1953, and South Korea seemed content with this nuclear umbrella. However, increasing
               contacts between the Soviet Union (Russia) and the United States in the 1960s, the beginnings of U.S. contacts with China, and
               the withdrawal of some U.S. forces from Korea appears to have led President Park Chung-hee to look at the possibility of developing South Korea’s own nuclear weapons, even though
               South Korea had signed the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 1968.
            

            
            There was no open admission of such a program, but there was clearly some concern
               in the United States about South Korean policies. The United States brought pressure
               to bear on third countries not to supply South Korea with equipment that would have
               given it an enriched uranium capability. In addition, the United States halted troop
               withdrawals and renewed the nuclear umbrella pledge. These moves were successful,
               in that South Korea ratified the NPT in 1975, and any weapons program development
               appears to have halted. In 1991, the United States withdrew its tactical nuclear weapons
               worldwide, which allowed the then South Korean president, Roh Tae-woo, to announce that there were no nuclear weapons in South Korea, clearing the way
               for the North–South Joint Declaration of the Non-nuclearization of the Korean Peninsula at the end of the year. This issue has remained a dead letter.
            

            
            The emergence of the North Korean nuclear issue, however, in the 1990s, and again after 2002, has led some in South Korea to argue
               that the country needs nuclear weapons to counter a possible threat from North Korea.
               There have also been periodic calls from groups such as veterans and some right-wing politicians for a return of U.S. nuclear weapons to the peninsula.
               Successive South Korean governments have reaffirmed their commitment to the NPT. They
               and the U.S. government have also rejected calls for a return of U.S. nuclear weapons.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUTH KOREAN WORKERS’ PARTY

         
         	
            See KOREAN COMMUNIST PARTY (Chosun kongsandang).
            

            
         

         
         	SPACE PROGRAM

         
         	
            South Korean interest in a space program began as an offshoot of concern over North Korea’s development of rocket capability from the 1960s onward. Short-range rockets supplied
               by the United States allowed the first research experiments in this field. At the same time, U.S. concern
               about a potential arms race on the Korean Peninsula meant that the United States,
               citing the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) established in 1987, to which
               South Korea was not a party, would only supply limited rocket technology. As countries
               such as Japan, China, and India developed their own long-range rocket and satellite capabilities, the
               South Korean position seemed more and more anomalous.
            

            
            In 1989, the government established the Korea Aerospace Research Institute (KARI) at Taedok Science Research Town near Taejon. Unable at first to develop the long-range rockets that it coveted, KARI concentrated
               on building a commercial satellite network, launched by other countries. It also worked
               on its own rockets but continued to be hampered by lack of access to state-of-the-art
               technology. To overcome this, South Korea joined the MTCR in 2001. It still found
               that its long-range rocket hopes were frustrated, however. U.S. technology was expensive,
               and the United States also applied non-MTCR restrictions. In 2004, therefore, South
               Korea approached the Russian government and reached agreement on the provision of a first-stage liquid-fueled rocket.
               The second stage would be constructed by the Koreans. Russia also helped establish
               the Naro Space Control Center in South Cholla Province, which opened in July 2009.
            

            
            Collaboration with Russia on space matters continued to grow in the following years,
               and in 2007 the two countries signed a Space Partnership Agreement. Two South Korean
               astronauts received training in Russia. One of these, Yi So-yun, was a member of the crew, albeit on a paying basis, of the Russian Soyuz TMA-12
               in April 2008. In addition, work went ahead on what became the Korea Space Launch
               Vehicle 1 (KSLV-1), with a Russian-derived first stage and a Korean-built second stage.
               Using this, unsuccessful attempts at a satellite launch took place from the Naro Center
               in 2009 and 2010. A third attempt, in January 2013, was successful in putting a satellite
               into orbit. This led the newly elected president Park Geun-hye to announce that space exploration should be a major priority. She shifted the target
               date for a launch of a South Korean moon landing craft from 2025 to 2020.
            

            
            There was some consternation in 2014 when the country’s only astronaut, Yi So-yun,
               announced her resignation on personal grounds, but the thrust toward becoming an independent
               player in space continued. Korean satellites were developed independently, but the
               country was still dependent on others for launching. A major step toward independent
               launch capability was taken in December 2018. Two satellites were put in orbit, still
               using other countries’ facilities but successfully testing a locally developed rocket
               engine, developed by KARI. In due course, this will allow South Korea to launch its
               own satellites and become a full member of the space community.
            

            
         

         
         	SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES (SCNSM)

         
         	SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES

         
         	
            On 31 May 1980, in the wake of the Kwangju incident, the government established this committee, granting it extraordinary power. President
               Choe Kyu-ha named General Chun Doo-hwan, commander of the Defense Security Command, as head of the standing committee of the SCNSM. Composed of 30 high-ranking army
               officers, the SCNSM replaced the National Assembly and decreed many laws. In addition, it adopted several constitutional amendments, dissolved all existing political parties, and put a total of 835 persons on a blacklist, depriving them of any right
               to engage in political activity. The SCNSM was abolished in October 1981 following
               the establishment of the Fifth Republic in March that year.
            

            
         

         
         	SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES OF THE FIFTH REPUBLIC

         
         	SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF ILLEGAL

         
         	
            The National Assembly formed this special committee in June 1988 to investigate alleged wrongdoings of former
               president Chun Doo-hwan and top leaders of the Fifth Republic. Although Choe Kyu-ha, who had been president at the time of Chun’s coup, refused to testify before the
               National Assembly, the committee was able to force Chun do so in December 1989. While
               the Special Committee failed to expose most of the serious wrongdoings of the Chun
               administration, in February 1989, the Prosecutor-General’s Office arrested 47 people.
               Most of these had been high government officials and close relatives of ex-president
               Chun.
            

            
            See also TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK).
            

            
         

         
         	SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

         
         	
            An ad hoc 24-member committee of the National Assembly, established in November 1979 for the purpose of drafting a new constitution to replace that in operation during the period of Yushin rule. Once the new constitution was in force, the committee was dissolved.
            

            
         

         
         	SPECIAL MEASURES LAW FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AND DEFENSE

         
         	
            On 26 December 1971, following the proclamation of a state of national emergency by
               President Park Chung-hee on 6 December, the National Assembly passed this law in the absence of the opposition party lawmakers. The law empowered
               the president to exercise, whenever the need arose, the same power that he would otherwise
               be able to invoke only under martial law. The law, which was immediately proclaimed,
               authorized the president to curb press freedom, freeze wages and prices, restrict
               outdoor meetings and demonstrations, and forbid labor strikes.
            

            
            See also LABOR MOVEMENT; NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	SPECIAL PARLIAMENTARY COUNCIL ON REUNIFICATION ISSUES

         
         	
            A committee of the National Assembly set up in June 1988 to deal with all matters related to the reunification of Korea.
               Other organizations and institutions gradually took over its work during President
               Roh Tae-woo’s pursuit of Nordpolitik.
            

            
            See also NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; “SUNSHINE POLICY”.
            

            
         

         
         	STATE AFFAIRS COUNCIL

         
         	
            The cabinet of the Republic of Korea was known as the State Council until 1962. Up
               to August 1960, it was a consultative administrative council of ministers controlled
               by the president. During the Second Republic period (August 1960–May 1961), it was
               a cabinet responsible to the National Assembly. After the fall of the Second Republic, the State Council was renamed the State Affairs
               Council, becoming a consultative body to the president. The president appointed the
               prime minister, while the prime minister appointed all cabinet ministers with the
               approval of the president.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	STUDENT MOVEMENT

         
         	
            Korean students had been politically active during the time of the Government-General of Korea. They engaged in anti-Japanese activities and campaigned for national independence as well as organizing cultural
               and social movements. This legacy passed to students of the postliberation period,
               and from time to time they demonstrated against both the American Army Military Government in Korea and, after 1948, the autocratic rule of President Rhee Syngman, the corrupt political practices of his administration, and his Liberal Party. This culminated in the April 1960 student uprising that overthrew Rhee and the First Republic.
            

            
            After the military revolution of 16 May of 1961, the student movement continued to grow in strength as students increased their demands
               for democracy. Students also demonstrated in 1964 against the possible conclusion
               of a “humiliating treaty” with Japan and the dispatch of South Korean troops to Vietnam. These demonstrations led to the declaration of a state of emergency in the Seoul area in June 1964. When President Park Chung-hee imposed his Yushin rule in October 1972, students became the most active protesters, critics, and advocates
               for the revision of the Constitution and the restoration of democracy.
            

            
            In these years, students set up many groups and alliances, which formed and reformed
               frequently and with many changes of name. They included the Student League for the
               Protection of People’s Rights (Mingwon suho haksaeng yonmaeng) at Seoul National University in 1971 and the broader-based Federation of Democratic Youth and Students (Chonguk minju chongnyo haksaeng yonmaeng minchong hangnyon) in 1974, but there were many other groups. Student protests and government repression
               eventually led to serious riots in Pusan and Masan in October 1979. These spread to Seoul and were the cause of the quarrel within the
               leadership that led to the assassination of President Park that same month.
            

            
            Along with demands for more democracy, students were also protesting against compulsory
               student military training, progovernment professors, and economic and social injustice. Following the death of President Park, the student movement
               was directed toward the adoption of a new constitution to replace the Yushin Constitution,
               the lifting of the Emergency Martial Law decree issued on 27 October 1979, and the
               establishment of university campus autonomy. The movement steadily escalated into more violent and frequent on-campus
               demonstrations.
            

            
            Following the December 1979 coup and the appointment of General Chun Doo-hwan as acting director of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) in April 1980, a student Great March for Democracy began, accompanied by widespread
               street demonstrations and violence in May. On 17 May, 90 representatives of the student
               associations in Seoul met and discussed their plan of action.
            

            
            When the Kwangju uprising broke out on 18 May 1980, hundreds of students in that city led the citizens in a
               bloody confrontation with troops, resulting in a massacre. At the same time, as well
               as a desire for early Korean unification, U.S. support for Chun was leading to growing anti-American sentiment among the students.
               There were violent clashes with the riot police and deaths among the students. Some 2,900, or 85.2 percent of 3,400 political prisoners,
               were students as of December 1986. Between 1980 and 1987, a total of 124,600 students
               were expelled from colleges and universities.
            

            
            During the struggle against President Chun, students put their efforts into broadening
               the basis of their movement by pursuing intercampus cooperation and a variety of forms
               of solidarity with the labor movement. At the same time, the movement expanded into a force of 2,000 students who were
               radicalized and imbued with a militant political ideology. In April 1985, radical
               students from 23 colleges and universities formed the new National Federation of Student
               Associations (Chonhakyon) and its political arm, called the Committee for the Three People’s Struggle (Sammintuwi). These claimed to have three basic goals: the liberation of the masses (minjung haebang), the attainment of democracy (minju chaengchwi), and the unification of the Korean people (minzok tongiul). The leadership of the Committee for the Three People’s Struggle disintegrated after
               the arrest of its leaders, but in the spring of 1986 two more militant, antistate
               organizations, called People’s Struggle for Democracy (Minmintu) and Self-Oriented Struggle for Democracy (Chamintu), were formed.
            

            
            Some members of these radical groups left their schools, securing employment at various
               industrial establishments disguised as laborers. In this way, they fostered a new social awareness
               among the workers as they organized them for the labor struggle. The People’s Struggle
               for Democracy group held that the current problems of South Korean society were created
               by internal forces, its class structure, and its inherent contradictions, and they
               believed that by overthrowing the “military fascist regime,” it would be possible
               to eliminate the influence of foreign powers, achieve a people’s democracy, and bring
               about the unification of the country. The followers of the Self-Oriented Struggle
               for Democracy group argued that the existing contradictions of Korean society had
               developed because of the external forces that influenced the internal workings of
               Korean society. They saw South Korea as a neocolonial society and advocated following
               the North Korean juche (self-oriented) ideology. Known as the juche faction (chusapa), this group focused on the elimination of foreign influences, pursuing anti-foreignism,
               anti-imperialism, and anti-neocolonialism. The People’s Struggle for Democracy group
               sought to bring about an “anti-imperialist people’s democratic revolution,” while
               the Self-Oriented Struggle for Democracy group pursued the goal of bringing about
               a “national liberation people’s democratic revolution.”
            

            
            In June 1988, following the crackdown on radical groups, the national liberation movement
               of the Self-Oriented Struggle for Democracy formed the National Council of University
               Student Representatives (Chondachyop) from 115 colleges, pursuing the three goals of democratization with socialism, the
               anti-U.S. reunification movement, and North–South student tasks. This group sent the
               coed Im Su-kyung to the World Youth Festival in the North Korean capital, Pyongyang, in July 1989. Radical student activism resulted in a number of serious clashes as
               well as violent demonstrations on campuses and in the streets in 1988 and 1989. The
               participation in the Pyongyang festival, and the disclosure of the killing by torture
               of a student in October 1989, allegedly a spy for the intelligence agencies, by members
               of the National Council of University Student Representatives, led to a split. The
               radical faction advocated national liberation with North Korea’s juche ideology, and the moderate faction called for “people’s democracy” without such an
               ideology. The latter group formed the separate National Federation of Students for
               People’s Democracy (Chonminhakyon).
            

            
            In fact, the growing radicalism of the student political groups and the successful
               transition of power from Chun Doo-hwan to Roh Tae-woo in 1988, which was widely seen as a victory for those, including students, who had
               taken to the streets in 1986, began to have an impact on the student movement. The
               number of those involved in political activism decreased, and while student demonstrations
               did not disappear, they were more likely to be on campus than on the streets. This
               trend would continue as democratization progressed in the 1990s, and many of those
               who had once been activists gravitated toward more conventional politics.
            

            
            There were still issues that could bring the students into the streets, however. Protests
               against the United States or Japan were not uncommon during the 1990s. Students ostentatiously
               mourned the death of Kim Il Sung in July 1994, provoking police intervention on a
               number of campuses. Seoul’s Yonsei University saw massive on-campus demonstrations
               in favor of reunification in August 1996, which were eventually broken up by the police.
               Autumn 1999 saw protests about the alleged Nogun-ri massacre, while the killing of two girls by American soldiers in a road accident in June 2002
               provoked another outpouring of anti-U.S. sentiment. But in all cases, while student
               organizations such as the Federation of Korean Student Councils (Hanchongryon) took part, although officially outlawed, they were far less in evidence than in
               the past.
            

            
            By the end of the first decade of the 21st century, former student activists had largely
               abandoned such activities. Disillusionment with the North Korean political system
               grew as evidence of famine and economic mismanagement in the North undermined its
               appeal. The growing numbers of North Korean defectors, with their harrowing accounts of their lives, increased doubts among student groups
               about the North. There were few if any altars on campuses when Kim Il Sung’s successor,
               Kim Jong Il, died in 2011. Indeed, many of those who had been pro–North Korea in the past were
               increasingly turning to campaigning for improvements in North Korean human rights.
               For most of the rest, concern about future jobs and income became more pressing. Public
               demonstrations were increasingly organized by nonstudent groups; the candlelight protests
               over U.S. beef in 2008, for example, brought more schoolchildren than university students
               into the streets.
            

            
            See also CANDLELIGHT REVOLUTION 2016–2017; ; LEE HAI-CHAN (1952–); LEE JUNG-HEE (1969–); LEE MYUNG-BAK (1941–); LEE SOK-KI (1962–); SIM SANG-JUNG (1959–).
            

            
         

         
         	STUDENT NATIONAL DEFENSE CORPS

         
         	
            Established in March 1949, the corps was aimed at providing spiritual and military
               training to university and college students, as well as at enhancing national security. All students were
               required to take a certain number of hours in military training. When the Korean War broke out in July 1950, student volunteer units were organized and were sent to the
               battlefields to augment the regular national defense forces. The corps and compulsory military training were abolished in 1988 as part of the
               democratization process under President Roh Tae-woo.
            

            
         

         
         	SUH HOON (1954–)

         
         	
            Suh Hoon, a former career intelligence officer, became head of the National Intelligence Service (NIS) soon after the election of President Moon Jae-in in May 2017. He was born in Seoul and took his bachelor’s degree in education at Seoul National University. He also holds master’s degrees in international politics from Johns Hopkins University
               in the United States and in North Korean studies from Dangguk University in Seoul. He joined the then Agency for National Security
               Planning, the forerunner of the NIS, in 1980 and served until his retirement in March
               2008. He specialized in North Korean affairs. In this role, he spent some time in
               the 1990s as a South Korean representative to the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization. After his return to the NIS, he continued to climb in the organization. Under President
               Roh Moo-hyun, he became the NIS chief strategy officer. During his last two years, he was one
               of the NIS deputy directors, playing a major role in organizing the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit. He was also a visiting professor in North Korean studies at Ewha Women’s University.
            

            
             He had worked with President Moon during the Roh Moo-hyun presidency, and his appointment
               as NIS director was among the new president’s early moves. Moon wanted to move away
               from the confrontational approach toward North Korea that had tended to dominate policy
               under his two predecessors. He was also concerned at the increasingly bellicose nature
               of the exchanges between the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, and U.S. president Donald Trump. Suh, with his deep knowledge of North Korean affairs and his past contacts with
               the country’s leadership, fitted in well with the new approach that eventually began
               in 2018, with the North Korean attendance at the Winter Olympics. He became a frequent visitor to Pyongyang in the lead-in to the series of North–South
               Summits in 2018. He was also present at the brief Trilateral Summit on 30 June 2019 between Presidents Trump and Moon and Kim Jong Un. In August 2019,
               the Hankyoreh reported that he had met his North Korean counterpart, Jang Kum-chol, director of
               the Korean Workers Party United Front Department, in April for a discussion on getting
               back to talks. Nothing had come of this, but it showed that there was some contact
               between North and South.
            

            
            So far, Moon’s opponents have not attacked Suh as they have some of his other senior
               appointments. With his long years of NIS service, he is not thought to harbor any
               pro–North Korean feelings but does know how to negotiate with them.
            

            
            See also IM JONG-SUK (1966–); KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; RA JONG-IL (1940–).
            

            
         

         
         	“SUNSHINE POLICY”

         
         	
            When Kim Dae-jung became South Korean president in 1998, he announced that his government would follow
               a new approach toward North Korea. This was the “sunshine policy.” The origins of the term can be found in an Aesop’s
               fable, in which the wind and the sun contend in trying to persuade a traveler to take
               off his overcoat. The wind blows and buffets the traveler as hard as possible, without
               success, but the sun, by shining steadily, succeeds.
            

            
            In essence, the policy was one of engagement with, and assistance to, the North, with
               certain clear rules laid down if the North behaved in a hostile fashion toward the
               South. The idea of such a policy of engagement was not new; it can be traced back
               to President Park Chung-hee’s decision in 1971 to agree to talks with North Korea. But unlike his predecessors,
               Kim stuck to it. The policy appeared to have worked when Kim and the North Korean
               leader, Kim Jong Il, met in the North’s capital, Pyongyang, at the June 2000 North–South Summit, but there were inevitably critics who claimed that South Korea was giving away too
               much for too little. When, toward the end of Kim Dae-jung’s term in office, details
               began to emerge of how the summit had been brought about by payments to the North,
               the criticism increased. By that stage, the United States, which had been supportive under President William Clinton, had become much less so under President George W. Bush. Nevertheless, Kim’s successor, President Roh Moo-hyun, announced in 2003 that he would continue the policy, albeit with a somewhat different
               title. Roh also went to Pyongyang for the October 2007 Inter-Korean Summit, but that was almost at the end of his presidency.
            

            
            With the election of the conservative Lee Myung-bak as president in December 2007, there was a new approach, and the sunshine policy was
               effectively abandoned by the end of 2008. There were hopes in some quarters that the
               change of president in 2012 might lead to a return to something like the earlier policy,
               but this has not happened. President Moon Jae-in, who was elected in May 2017, was close to Roh Moo-hyun and has made it clear that
               he would like to return to the earlier approach to the North. At first, his attempts
               at beginning a dialogue were rebuffed by the current North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, and hampered by the increased tension that followed the election of U.S. president
               Donald Trump. Moon persisted, however, and during 2018 his efforts appeared to pay off, with a
               series of summit meetings between himself and Kim and an improved North Korean relationship
               with the United States. But when the North Korea–United States Summits ran into difficulties in Hanoi in February 2019, the North reverted to hostile rejection
               of South Korean overtures.
            

            
            See also CHUNG JU-YUNG (1915–2001); HYUNDAI GROUP; KAESONG; MOON CHUNG-IN (1951–); MOUNT KUMGANG TOURS; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; PARK GEUN-HYE (1952–); RA JONG-IL (1940–).
            

            
         

         
         	SUPREME COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION

         
         	
            The junta that carried out the military revolution of 16 May 1961 established a Military Revolutionary Committee (MRC) consisting of five generals,
               headed by Lieutenant General Chang To-yong. Its purpose was to exercise executive, legislative, and judicial functions. Its
               first three decrees froze all bank assets, closed airports and harbors, placed publications under strict censorship, and forbade assembly. On 18 May 1961, it issued the six pledges of the Military Revolutionary Committee. On 20 May, the committee was renamed the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction (SCNR) following the proclamation of the Law Concerning Extraordinary Measures for National Reconstruction on 19 May. It became the supreme organ of the state, consisting of 30 councillors
               and two advisers, all drawn from the national defense forces. Three were Marine Corps generals, one each came from the air force and the navy, and the rest came from the
               army. The two advisers were retired military officers. Of the 30 members, 19 were
               generals, and about a third were lieutenant colonels and colonels.
            

            
            Chang served as chairman until July, when Major General Park Chung-hee replaced him. The chairman was the head of the cabinet, or prime minister. The Supreme
               Council adopted the Law Concerning Temporary Measures Aimed at the Settlement of Critical
               Situations, the Revolutionary Court and Prosecution Law, the Political Activities Purification Law, the Political Party Law, and the Anticommunism Law. In June 1961 it established the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the
               National Intelligence Service). With the restoration of a civilian government in December 1963, the Supreme Council
               completed its task and disbanded.
            

            
            See also KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018); NATIONAL DEFENSE FORCES; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	SUWON

         
         	
            A city 30 km (19 miles) south of the South Korean capital, Seoul, Suwon is the largest city of Kyonggi Province and became the provincial capital
               in 1967. It is linked to Seoul by road, rail, and subway. The city has a complete
               set of city walls, which, together with the nearby Hwasong Fortress, constructed at
               the end of the 18th century, forms a World Heritage site. Suwon was the scene of heavy fighting in the Korean War, including the first engagement of U.S. troops fighting under the United Nations Command. In the course of the fighting, Suwon changed hands four times. The city is the site
               of an important military air base, which was originally established as K-13 air base
               during the Korean War for use by U.S. fighter aircraft. The U.S. air force officially
               withdrew in 1977, and the base reverted to the South Korean national defense forces.
            

            
            Suwon’s main industry is the Samsung Group’s research and development division. For many years, the city was the home of an
               agricultural research center, originally established by the Government-General of Korea, and later part of Seoul National University (SNU). This facility was closed in 2005 and moved to the SNU campus at Kwanak in
               Seoul. The population of Suwon in 2014 was about 1 million, and it was estimated at
               1.24 million in 2019.
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         	TAEDOK SCIENCE RESEARCH TOWN

         
         	
            A new town, begun in 1973 by the government on the outskirts of Taejon in South Chungchong Province to ensure cooperative research among the various fields
               of science and joint utilization of facilities and equipment by bringing various research
               institutes together in one area. Among some of the major research institutes that
               were relocated to Taedok are the Korea Aerospace Research Institute, the Korea Research Institute of Ships and Oceanography, the Korea Standard Research
               Institute, the Nuclear Fuel Development Institute, the Korea Research Institute of
               Geosciences and Mineral Resources, the Korea Telecommunications Institute, and the Korea Chemical Research Institute. It is also now known as the
               Taedok Innopolis, but the older name is still used.
            

            
         

         
         	TAEDONG YOUTH CORPS

         
         	
            An ultra-right-wing youth organization established in September 1947 by General Yi
               Chong-chon, a military leader who returned to Korea from China in 1945 and was noted for his racist views. With Rhee Syngman as its president, it combated left-wing groups, particularly the communists. In the
               1948 general elections for the Constituent Assembly, its members won 12 seats. It
               gave strong support to President Rhee after 1948. At one point, it had over a million
               members.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	TAEGU

         
         	
            The capital of North Kyongsang Province in the southeastern part of South Korea, Taegu
               has been inhabited since Neolithic times. It is now (2019) the fourth-largest city
               in South Korea, after the capital, Seoul, and the port cities of Pusan and Inchon. Its name, originally derived from two Chinese characters meaning “large hill,” dates
               from AD 757. In modern times, it developed into an important agricultural and industrial center, especially for textiles. It is also a tourist center, and there are many Buddhist temples in the surrounding region. Taegu has a tradition of political activism. In 1946, local workers rioted in support of left-wing activists threatened
               with arrest, in what became known as the Autumn Uprising. In 1948–1949, it was a major center of guerrilla activity. During the first phase
               of the Korean War, it was the temporary capital for a few days as President Rhee Syngman and his government retreated south in front of the communist forces. Taegu then became
               the center point of the Pusan perimeter, the line along which North Korea’s advance was stopped in August–September 1950. For the United States and South Korea, it became a symbol of their determination to prevent any further
               communist gains. After the breakout from the Pusan perimeter in September 1950, Taegu
               ceased to play an active role in the war.
            

            
            Taegu students joined in the nationwide protests that led to the overthrow of the
               Rhee Syngman regime. Presidents Park Chung-hee, Chun Doo-hwan, and Roh Tae-woo all came from the province and attended school in Taegu, which led to a widespread
               belief in the 1980s and early 1990s that the “T-K (Taegu-Kyongsang) faction” of former
               classmates played a dominant role in South Korean politics. Taegu is still regarded
               as a very conservative city politically.
            

            
            In mid-2019, Taegu’s population was 2.57 million, and 22,000 foreigners lived in the
               city. They included Chinese, Vietnamese, Indonesians, Filipinos, and U.S. citizens; the last accounted for more than half
               of all foreigners. It has established a large number of international links, especially
               with Chinese cities. The city has many universities and other institutions of higher education, including the Kyonbuk National University;
               the private Keimyung University, founded by Presbyterians; and the Taegu Catholic
               University, which traces its origins back to St. Justino’s Seminary, founded by French missionary priests in 1914. A science museum opened in the city in fall 2013. Taegu
               is also home to a U.S. army garrison. This is scattered among a number of small installations,
               some dating back to the Korean War, supporting other institutions such as Chinhae. One of them, Camp Carroll, was a dumping ground for chemicals and pesticides during
               the Vietnam War, including Agent Orange. A major cleanup took place in 1979–1980.
            

            
            See also CAMP BONIFAS; CAMP HUMPHREYS; CAMP WALKER.
            

            
         

         
         	TAEHAN YOUTH CORPS

         
         	
            See KOREAN NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS (Chosun minjok chongayondan, later Taehan minjok chongnyondan).
            

            
         

         
         	TAEJON

         
         	
            An important industrial and education center and the capital of South Chungchong Province, Taejon is a metropolitan city
               under the central government. It is currently (2019) the fifth-largest city in South
               Korea, with a population of about 1.5 million. Taejon, which means “big field,” lies
               160 km (100 miles) south of South Korea’s capital, Seoul, and about 210 km (130 miles) northwest of the port of Pusan. Before Japan annexed Korea in 1910, it was a small and poor village, but from 1905 onward, it developed
               into an important transportation center. During the Korean War, it served briefly as the national capital from 28 June to 16 July 1950, after the
               fall of Seoul, but it was abandoned as the North Korean forces pushed south. It also served as the main center for South Korean and U.S. forces in early July 1950, and the Taejon Agreement, which first placed South Korean
               forces under U.S. operational command, was signed there on 12 July. On 19 July 1950,
               a full-scale battle began for control of the city, which eventually fell to North
               Korean forces. This was the most successful North Korean battle, and it features prominently
               in the Pyongyang museum devoted to the war. The city suffered much destruction in the fighting but
               was rebuilt in the 1950s. It is now a major center for the manufacture of textiles
               and chemicals. It also houses many central government offices in the National Government
               Complex created in the late 1990s. It has 18 universities and institutions of higher education, including the Taedok Science Research Town. It hosted an international exhibition in 1993. This was Expo ’93, around the theme
               of development.
            

            
            See also UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA COMBINED FORCES COMMAND.
            

            
         

         
         	TAEJONGGYO

         
         	
            One of South Korea’s new religions, whose followers regard a divinity called Hanul as the supreme god. Hanul is a trinity—creator,
               teacher, and temporal king—who took human form in the person of Tangun and, as father,
               teacher, and king of the Korean people, founded the first Korean nation in 2333 BC.
               Whatever the claimed origins, the indigenous cult of Tangun had long since disappeared
               when Na Chol reinvented it in 1910. Na committed suicide in 1916, and his followers
               moved to northeast China. After 1945, they returned to South Korea, and the religion has enjoyed a modest
               following ever since, being especially associated with Korean nationalism. On 3 October
               each year, they celebrate the founding of the Korean nation by Tangun. With the growth
               of Christianity in South Korea, much opposition to the cult of Tangun has come from fundamentalist
               Christian groups.
            

            
         

         
         	TAEKWONDO

         
         	
            This Korean martial art has in theory a long history, dating back to the Koguryo period.
               In reality, what is now known as Taekwondo probably only dates from a post-1945 attempt
               to give a Korean heritage to the Japanese martial art karate. Under President Park Chung-hee, the various “schools” of Taekwondo were brought together in the 1960s Kukki taekwondo, or National Taekwondo. Since then, Taekwondo has developed in quite a different
               fashion from karate and has come to be regarded as a different sport. In 1994, Taekwondo
               became an official Olympic Games sport, and it has a widespread international following.
            

            
            See also CHOI HONG-HI (1918–2002).
            

            
         

         
         	TEAM SPIRIT

         
         	
            A joint U.S.–South Korean military exercise, first staged in 1976, Team Spirit was
               particularly concerned with coordination of the two armed forces in time of war. It
               was not the first joint service exercise, but it was the most comprehensive, testing
               all aspects of army, navy, marine, and air force cooperation, with troops airlifted
               from the United States to supplement those already in South Korea. It was held annually until 1991. North Korea always protested against the exercise and went into an enhanced state of military
               preparedness while it was in progress, arguing that it could be used to cover a real
               attack. Following the 1991 North–South Agreement on Reconciliation, Non-aggression and Exchanges and Cooperation, Team Spirit was canceled in 1992, but it was reinstated in 1993. Despite tension
               because of the North Korean nuclear program in 1994, Team Spirit was again canceled, and it has not subsequently been reinstated.
               Other joint exercises, such as Ulchi Lens and Foal Eagle, have continued, despite
               North Korean protests, and seem to cover much of the same ground as Team Spirit. U.S.
               president Donald Trump, elected in 2016, has expressed concern about the costs involved and the military
               necessity for the exercises. After his summit meeting with current North Korean leader
               Kim Jong Un in 2018, he announced that some exercises would be canceled. Others continued, and
               North Korea still protests.
            

            
            See NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019.
            

            
         

         
         	TELECOMMUNICATIONS

         
         	
            Modern telecommunications began in Korea at the end of the Chosun dynasty. The telegraph
               dates from 1885 and the telephone from 1896. Both had a very limited number of users.
               Things began to change in the Japanese colonial period, but like other modernizations, these largely benefited the Japanese.
               In 1938, the undivided Korea had 1,031 post offices, of which 1,019 could handle telegrams.
               Koreans did not make much use of the telegraph system, sending less than half a telegram
               per person per year. Koreans also had relatively little access to the telephone system.
               Of the 53,000 telephones on the peninsula in the late 1930s, Korean families had one
               for every 306 families, while the Japanese had one for every 4 families.
            

            
            World War II put a severe strain on these facilities, and little had been done to
               make improvements when the Korean War damaged as much as 80 percent of the facilities existing in 1950. What still worked
               was largely commandeered for official use. Government postwar efforts and U.S. assistance
               meant that by 1957, available telecommunications were roughly back where they had
               been in 1950, with 40,000 subscribers. By 1959, the number of subscribers reached
               66,000, using 1,168 circuits. Telegraph services were also increased, as were direct
               telephone and telegraph links to the United States and to some neighboring countries and territories. Other international communications
               facilities included wireless links, used inter alia for weather forecasts and press
               contacts. Further expansion of the services saw the number of telephone subscribers
               increase almost fivefold by 1966, when there were 11 telephones per thousand, 2,355
               intercity and intertown circuits, and 18 international links. Telegraph and telex
               services were also increasingly in use.
            

            
            As the South Korean economy began to take off in the following decades, the telecommunications system was also
               modernized. By 1997, the number of telephone subscribers had reached 20.4 million;
               there were also 5.7 million cellular phone subscribers. By 2001, these had become
               24 million landline subscribers and 28 million cellular phone users. By 2012, the
               figures were 30 million landline subscribers and 53.6 million cell phone users.
            

            
            Use of the internet in South Korea began a rapid expansion in the mid-1990s. Korea
               Telecom’s internet services date from 1994, and the real boom in use began the following
               year. There were then about one-third of a million users. By February 2001, South
               Korean internet users had reached 22 million, and at the end of 2002, 26.2 million.
               The figures continued to rise in the following decade, reaching 39.4 million by 2014,
               with broadband in 95 percent of homes. This makes South Korea one of the world’s leading
               users of broadband facilities. Successive governments have encouraged this development
               by providing internet facilities for farmers and other groups and by encouraging the
               use of the internet for recreational and similar bookings. A strong telecommunications
               industry, with companies like Samsung and LG, has also fueled development. In April 2019, Samsung claimed it was the first
               country in the world to move to the 5G cell phone system, although the claim was disputed
               by an American company. By June 2019, one million people had subscribed to the new
               service.
            

            
            See also BROADCASTING; POSTAL SERVICES; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	TELEVISION

         
         	
            See BROADCASTING.
            

            
         

         
         	TERMINAL HIGH ALTITUDE AREA DEFENSE (THAAD)

         
         	
            Following a North Korean nuclear test in January 2016, the United States and South Korea agreed to begin discussions on the establishment of the THAAD antimissile
               system in the ROK. This system was already in use in Guam and Hawai’i against a possible
               DPRK missile attack aimed at the United States. The system uses “hit to kill” technology
               to destroy incoming missiles in the final stages of their trajectory. It involves
               mobile units that detect and track missiles. Incoming missiles can be detected from
               about 800 km (496 miles). The system has a range of 200 km (124 miles) and can reach
               an altitude of 150 km (93 miles). There was some concern in the ROK that the deployment
               of THAAD would be seen as a hostile move by China. But there was disappointment in the ROK at what was seen as China’s failure to restrain
               the DPRK, and the decision was taken to go ahead. China did indeed react negatively,
               claiming that there was no need for such a system, that it was only likely to increase
               tension on the peninsula, and that the real target was China not the DPRK. In order
               to bring pressure on the ROK, China hit at bilateral trade and at the ROK tourist industry, which has become heavily dependent on Chinese visitors. ROK charter flights to China
               were suspended. It also penalized one of the major ROK industrial groups, Lotte, which
               had sold a golf course to the government as a THAAD site. Although the two sides seemed
               from time to time to have reached agreement to settle the dispute, the issue remains
               contentious, especially as the U.S. military began deploying the system on the ground
               in 2017. Opposition to THAAD deployment also continues within the ROK, especially
               in the area where the system operates.
            

            
         

         
         	TERRITORIAL DISPUTES

         
         	
            South Korea has territorial disputes with North Korea, Japan, and China. In the case of North Korea, the dispute involves the Northern Limit Line (NLL).
               This is a matter of some controversy. The NLL appears to date from the period immediately
               after the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement in July 1953. The armistice left a number of islands off the North Korean coast under
               South Korean occupation but did not deal with access to them. The commander of the
               United Nations forces therefore unilaterally introduced the NLL to prevent clashes and to allow access to
               the islands. The North has never recognized the NLL, but until the 1970s its naval
               vessels did not usually cross it. Thereafter, they did so regularly, and there have
               been naval standoffs and periodic clashes ever since. Although South Korean officials,
               including one minister of defense, have admitted that the NLL is neither a formal
               boundary nor a part of the armistice, many in South Korea refuse to accept this.
            

            
            The main dispute with Japan concerns Tokto, a group of small islands in the East Sea/Sea of Japan. These have been in dispute since 1952, when Japan regained its independence after
               World War II, although both countries quote long historical precedents for their claims.
               South Korea has occupied the islands since the 1950s and has erected various buildings
               on them. North Korea also regards the islands as “Korean” and has protested at Japanese
               claims. In August 2019, amid deteriorating relations with Japan over a number of issues,
               the South Korean national defense forces staged their biggest ever exercise around the islands; Japan protested. Some South
               Koreans also claim that the Tsushima archipelago, which lies between the Korean mainland
               and Japan, is rightfully Korean territory. The newly independent government of the
               Republic of Korea did make such a claim in the period 1948–1950. However, the claim
               was not pursued, and Tsushima was listed as Japanese in the 1952 San Francisco Peace
               Treaty. No South Korean government has revived the issue, but it has been periodically
               proposed in the National Assembly that the claim should be reactivated. Tsushima has developed as an important Korean
               tourist destination since the introduction of a high-speed ferry connection to Pusan in 1999, which makes it easy to do day trips.
            

            
            Both China and South Korea claim rights over a submerged reef in the West Sea (Yellow
               Sea to the Chinese). The reef, named Socotra Rock by a British merchant ship of that
               name in 1900, was called Parangdo (Parang Island) or Iodo (Io Island) in Korean, and
               Suyan in Chinese. It lies 149 km (93 miles) from Cheju Island, the nearest point in Korean territory, and 287 km (178 miles) from Chinese territory.
               Since 2001, its official Korean name has been Iodo. A Korean encyclopedia claims that
               the Japanese colonial authorities tried to erect a structure on the reef during World
               War II but failed. In 1951, a bronze plaque was fixed, claiming it as Korean territory.
               As a submerged rock, it cannot be used for territorial claims, but both South Korea
               and China claim it as part of their special economic zones. Since 2013, both countries
               have also included it in their air defense information zones. Neither side seems to
               want to push the issue too hard, and the Chinese have denied that there is any dispute.
               However, the area has valuable fishery resources and may have mineral potential, which might lead to more tension.
            

            
            See also CHONAN INCIDENT; MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE; PAENGNYONG ISLAND GROUP; RHEE (PEACE) LINE; YONPYONG ISLANDS.
            

            
         

         
         	THAE YONG-HO (1962–)

         
         	
            In August 2016, Thae Yong-ho, then minister and number two at the North Korean embassy in Great Britain, together with his wife, O Hye-son (1966–), disappeared from London. Soon after,
               they arrived in South Korea, where they were joined by their two sons. Amid South
               Korean claims that Thae was the highest ranking diplomat to defect from North to South,
               the North’s Korean Central News Agency said that Thae, who was not mentioned by name,
               had defected to escape charges of misusing government funds, selling state secrets,
               and committing child rape. British officials had been informed of his alleged crimes,
               but Britain had tainted its image as a law-abiding nation by “handing over the fugitives
               without passports to the South Korean puppets and neglecting its duty to protect diplomats
               living in its own country.” Thae had “proved that he is human scum that has no basic
               loyalty as a human and no conscience and morality by running away to survive and abandoning
               the homeland and parents and siblings that raised and stood by him.”
            

            
            
               Mr. and Mrs. Thae Yong-ho in London, 2013.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            Thae was born in Pyongyang and educated at the Pyongyang University of Foreign Studies. He is known to have good
               Chinese- and English-language skills. After graduation, he joined the ministry of foreign
               affairs (MFA), working on European issues. His first posting was to Demark. His wife
               has been identified as coming from the family of, a guerrilla fighter with Kim Il Sung who was killed fighting the Japanese in 1939. During the mid-1990s, Thae dealt with matters relating to Britain. He was
               part of a team that went to London and to other European capitals in December 2000
               for the negotiations that led to the establishment of diplomatic relations. From 2002 onward, he made frequent visits to London to find suitable premises for
               an embassy and was appointed counselor when it opened. His wife and sons accompanied
               him; the sons attended local schools and did very well. Thae’s fluent English and
               easy ways made him popular. He returned to Pyongyang in 2008 and again worked in the
               European bureau.
            

            
            In 2012, he returned to London, this time as minister and second in command. The family
               did not live on the embassy premises but in a small apartment nearby, a sign of Thae’s
               trusted position that may have allowed him to make the contacts necessary to defect.
               He has written that one of his main tasks was to monitor the activities of other members
               of the mission, ensuring ideological correctness. By that point, his eldest son was
               back in North Korea as a medical student. He later returned to London and did a course
               in public health at a London hospital. The younger son was at secondary school in
               London. At the time of the defection, the younger son had been offered a place at
               the prestigious Imperial College in London for autumn 2016. By then the family was
               about to return to Pyongyang. Their motives for defecting were probably mixed. When
               he resurfaced in the South, Thae talked about his growing dissatisfaction with the
               DPRK system and wanting to live in a free country. He also spoke about his sons’ concerns
               at the prospect of having to go back to North Korea when the posting ended.
            

            
             Like all those from the North, the family were thoroughly checked upon arrival in
               Seoul and kept from the public eye while they underwent training to equip them for their
               new life. By December 2016, Thae was employed in one of the many institutions studying
               the North and could make public appearances, first with local media and then with
               foreign correspondents. He stressed that he thought the North Korean system could
               not survive and that other diplomats would defect. As tensions between the United States and the North developed during 2007 because of the latter’s nuclear program, Thae became more cautious, urging the use of soft power to undermine the system
               rather than military threats. In November 2017, he addressed the U.S. Congress on
               the subject, arguing that the dissemination of foreign information would in time bring
               down the current regime of Kim Jong Un. Yet the United States spent little money on providing information and much on military
               preparations. He urged that U.S. officials should try to meet Kim and other senior
               leaders. In May 2018, he published a book in Korean, Cryptography from the Third-Floor Secretariat, which criticized the North’s leadership, claiming that it would never abandon nuclear
               weapons. Shortly after, Thae announced that he had left government employment since
               he found that his views were not in line with those of the Moon Jae-in administration.
            

            
             It is not known what has happened to his family members. His mother-in-law and a
               sister and brother were shown on television condemning the defection. Thae said that
               he assumes his family have been punished. In 2016, Oleg Kriyanov, a Russian scholar at Moscow University, said after a visit to the DPRK that he had confirmed
               that Thae Hyong Chol, current minister of higher education and the rector of Kim Il Sung University, was Thae Yong Ho’s brother.
            

            
            See also HWANG JANG-YOP (1923–2010); INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY (INSS).
            

            
         

         
         	38TH PARALLEL

         
         	
            The parallel 38° N cuts through the center of the Korean Peninsula, bisecting farms,
               villages, and long-existing administrative units for 240 km (150 miles). When Soviet
               troops moved swiftly southward following the invasion of Korea that began on 10 August
               1945 (two days after the Soviet Union declared war on Japan), there was concern in the United States that they might occupy the entire Korean Peninsula before the arrival of U.S. forces.
               Therefore, on 13 August 1945, the U.S. government proposed that Korea be divided into
               two military operational zones along this parallel line. Although the proposal put
               the capital, Seoul, under U.S. control, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin accepted the 38th parallel without
               objection, though he asked for minor changes in other matters.
            

            
            The line of demarcation was “intended to be temporary and only to fix responsibility”
               between the two sides for carrying out the Japanese surrender, but the parallel eventually
               became the boundary between North and South Korea in 1948. It lost its significance
               at the end of the Korean War in 1953 when the Korean Armistice Agreement created the Demilitarized Zone and the military demarcation line (MDL). The latter marked the line of actual control at the end of the fighting. Since
               1953, the MDL has remained the dividing line between the two Koreas, neither of which
               regards it as a national boundary.
            

            
         

         
         	TOKTO DISPUTE

         
         	
            The Tok (or Dok) Islands, known as the Take Islands (Takeshima) in Japanese, are a small group of barren rocks in the Sea of Japan/East Sea. They lie east of the Korean Peninsula and northwest of Japan. There are two main
               rocks, East Island, rising to 168 meters (504 feet), and West Island, 98 meters (294
               feet), and 37 smaller ones. The islands lie 87.4 km (54 miles) from the South Korean
               island of Ullung, and 157.5 km (97.87 miles) from the Japanese island of Oki. Older Western maps often
               show them as the Liancourt Rocks, after a French ship of that name, which called there in 1849. In 1855, the crew of the HMS Hornet from Great Britain named them after their ship, and this name, too, occasionally appears on old maps.
               The Korean name means “Solitary Island,” the Japanese, “Bamboo Island.” The former
               is more accurate because there is relatively little vegetation on the islands, no
               natural water, and no bamboo. The seas around, where hot and cold currents meet, are
               good fishing grounds. Since 1982, the islands have been designated Korean Natural Monument No.
               336.
            

            
            The group has been claimed by both South Korea and Japan since 1952, each tracing
               its ownership back to at least the 17th century, if not further. North Korea also regards them as Korean territory. The South Korean government points to a 1946
               directive (SCAPIN No. 677) from General Douglas MacArthur, then Allied commander in chief in Japan, that included “Utsuryo (Ullung) island;
               Miancourt [sic] rocks (Take island), and Quelpart (Saisho or Cheju) Island” as territories over
               which Japan should cease to exercise jurisdiction. However, “Miancourt rocks (Take
               island),” is not listed in the 1952 Japanese Peace Treaty as among those territories
               that Japan renounced. From 1946 until a short time after the end of the occupation
               of Japan in 1952, the islands were used by U.S. aircraft as a bombing range. On one occasion in June 1948, the bombing practice resulted
               in the deaths of many Korean fishermen operating in the waters around the island.
               Japan claims that the fact that the bombers came from U.S.-occupied Japan is evidence
               that the status of the islands as Japanese territory was not in dispute.
            

            
            During the period of the U.S. occupation of Japan, the supreme commander imposed a
               line in the Sea of Japan/East Sea beyond which Japanese boats should not fish. This
               was confirmed during the Korean War as a means of interdicting enemy shipping from entering South Korean waters. Tokto
               lay beyond this line, which South Korea’s president Rhee Syngman reaffirmed as the Rhee (Peace) Line from January 1952. Although Japan had not at that stage regained its independence,
               the Japanese Foreign Ministry protested at the Korean claim, insisting that the islands
               were Japanese territory. In June 1953, the Japanese government sent two ships to the
               islands. These expelled a group of Korean fishermen and erected signs indicating that
               the islands were Japanese territory. The Korean response was to occupy the islands
               after the Japanese left, and since 1954, a small group of South Korean police or members of the coast guard have always occupied the islands. That same year, South
               Korea issued postage stamps featuring the islands.
            

            
            In subsequent years, the Korean authorities have erected three lighthouses and other
               buildings, including a helicopter pad. In 1965, a Korean resident of Ullungdo went
               to live on the islands, staying there until he died in 1987. Tourists from South Korea have been allowed on the islands since 2004; they are now said to
               number up to 1,800 during the height of the season and up to 100,000 annually. In
               August 2012, President Lee Myung-bak became the highest-ranking Korean visitor to the islands. The Japanese government
               withdrew its ambassador for a time in protest.
            

            
            Formally, in South Korea the islands form part of Ullungdo District, which in turn
               comes under North Kyongsang Province. Japan, which claims they were incorporated into
               Shimane Prefecture in 1905, still gives their address as Okinoshima, Oki District,
               Shimane Prefecture. Japan regularly sends ships of its Maritime Self-Defense Forces
               to the islands to assert its claim. In 2005, Shimane Prefectural Assembly established
               “Takeshima Day”; a South Korean government publication claimed that this amounted
               to “a denial of Korean independence from Japanese colonial rule, and an effective
               withdrawal of the apologies that Japanese leaders and politicians have made.” In August
               2019, the South Korean national defense forces staged their largest ever military exercise involving the islands, to Japanese protests.
            

            
            The issue of the islands proved a major difficulty in the negotiations leading to
               the 1965 South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty, and it has continued to be a problem in relations ever since. The intensity of the
               dispute tends to wax and wane depending on the broader state of Japan–South Korean
               relations. Japan has suggested on a number of occasions that the case be put before
               the International Court of Justice. South Korea has refused on the grounds that there
               is no dispute. For most of the time, South Korean and Japanese fishermen operate in
               the area without clashes. To emphasize its claim, in October 2012, the South Korean
               government announced that the two main islands would be renamed. East Island would
               become Usanbong (Usan Peak), reflecting one of the names by which the whole group
               was known in the Chosun dynasty. West Island would in future be known as Daehanbong
               (Great Korea Peak.) The announcement said that in future these names would be used
               on all official maps, textbooks, and internet portals.
            

            
            No other country has taken a position on the status of the islands. In 2008, the South
               Korean government protested a decision by the U.S. Board on Geographic Names to change
               the name of the islands to Liancourt Rocks. U.S. president George W. Bush, who was due to visit South Korea, asked for the decision to be reversed, and the
               controversy died down.
            

            
            See also TERRITORIAL DISPUTES.
            

            
         

         
         	TONGHAK

         
         	
            See CHONDOGYO (TEACHING OF THE HEAVENLY WAY).
            

            
         

         
         	TONGILGYO

         
         	
            See UNIFICATION CHURCH.
            

            
         

         
         	TOURISM

         
         	
            While South Korea has many fine scenic spots and a number of world-class historic
               sites, unlike its neighbors, China (the Great Wall) and Japan (Mount Fuji), the country lacks any obvious tourist symbol. It was also far less well
               known in the West before 1945. During the 1950s and 1960s, as the era of mass tourist
               travel began, Korea suffered from the negative images of the Korean War, the continued security threat from North Korea, and the student violence that brought down President Rhee Syngman. Continued student protests and the authoritarian regime of President Park Chung-hee helped to perpetuate this somewhat bleak picture of Korea during the 1970s and into
               the 1980s.
            

            
            
               The invention of a tradition: changing the guard at Seoul’s Toksu Palace, 2011.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            Even under Park Chung-hee, however, South Korea was determined to increase tourism,
               which was seen as a way of both helping the economy and improving the country’s international image. The government established the Korea
               National Tourist Organization (KNTO) in 1963, but a general lack of tourist infrastructure
               did not help, and the number of visitors remained low. In 1970, for example, about
               160,000 out of 480,000 international passengers claimed to be visiting as tourists
               rather than on business. About one-third of the total were from the United States,
               and many may have been connected with the United States troops in South Korea. The second-largest group was Japanese, mostly men.
            

            
            Tourist figures remained low during the 1970s and into the 1980s, despite a number
               of campaigns to bring people to Korea and a steady relaxation in border controls.
               KNTO opened more overseas offices, and if there was perhaps a mismatch between what
               it was offering and what tourists came for, the numbers began to climb. The 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul were a big attraction and helped to create a more positive image of South Korea. They
               also led the government to do more to make Korea an attractive destination, with improved
               hotel, restaurant, and toilet facilities. By 1992, well over half of those visiting
               South Korea claimed to be doing so for tourism.
            

            
            By 1999, tourist numbers had climbed to over 4.5 million, bringing in receipts of
               US$6,801.9 million. By 2001, there were over 5 million tourists and estimated revenues
               of $6,282.5 million. The steady spread of visa-free entry arrangements helped to boost
               figures. The makeup of those arriving had also changed. Japanese tourists remained
               by far the largest group, at over two million annually. Americans had by 2001 been
               pushed into third place, after those from China. By 2011, the United States was still
               in third place; Japan with its 3.51 million and China with its 2.83 million tourists
               took the top positions. Tourists were also staying longer. By 2002, the average stay
               in South Korea was 11 days, whereas in the 1970s it had been 2 or 3 days. These figures
               were further boosted by the World Cup 2002 competition, which brought a much wider selection of tourists to South Korea. In 2009, just under
               8 million visits to Korea took place. The following year, the figure reached over
               11 million, and in 2013, it was 12,175,550. Around then, Chinese tourists became the
               largest numerical group, if not the largest spenders. Chinese visitors in 2013 were
               3.92 million, up 43.6 percent over the previous year. Japanese numbers fell by 22.4
               percent to 2.71 million, which was attributed to a weakened yen. The United States
               was in third place but quite a way behind, at 740,000. The overall figures continued
               to rise in subsequent years, reaching over 17 million in 2016. But there was a downturn
               in 2017, with numbers falling to 13.34 million. This arose from two main factors.
               One was a reduction in Chinese tourists because of tensions between the two countries over the South Korean decision
               to allow the stationing of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense system. The other was the tension on the Korean Peninsula because of a marked deterioration
               in relations between North Korea and the United States in the first year of the presidency
               of Donald Trump. By the following year, the numbers were up again, to 15.35 million. They are expected
               to be even higher in 2019. China remains the leader, followed as before by Japan and
               the United States. Russia, at number 10, appears to be the only European country in
               the list of the top 10 places of origin of tourists.
            

            
            Until the 1980s, South Koreans could not easily travel abroad, except for education or on business. Tourism was discouraged, since it was seen as a drain on the country’s
               resources. The rules steadily relaxed, although events such as the 1997 Asian financial crisis led to a temporary revival of old attitudes. South Koreans now travel the world, increasingly
               as solo rather than group travelers. South Koreans going abroad as tourists totaled
               a mere 2,000 in 1985. By 1990, the figure had reached 590,000, and by 2001, 2,647,000
               were traveling. That year, tourism accounted for 43.5 percent of all departures. The
               trend has continued, with massive year-on-year increases. In 2012, 13.73 million visits
               abroad were recorded, and in 2013, the figure had reached 14.86 million. In 2017,
               the last year for which statistics appear to be available, the figure reached 26.5
               million. With more people traveling, South Korean tourists became more vulnerable,
               with regular reports of robberies overseas and some deaths.
            

            
            Domestic tourism has also grown steadily, especially since the mid-1980s and the increase
               in ownership of private automobiles. South Koreans have tended not to take long holidays,
               but this too may be changing. For a brief period from the late 1990s until 2008, a
               new development in domestic tourism was the Hyundai Group’s Mount Kumgang tours to North Korea, supplemented by direct tourist flights to the North Korean capital,
               Pyongyang, from September 2003. There were also tourist trips across the Demilitarized Zone to the border city of Kaesong. If these had continued, the North might have become an important destination for
               South Koreans. But the advent of a more conservative government with the election
               of President Lee Myung-bak in 2007 and the shooting of a South Korean tourist at Mount Kumgang in 2008 led to
               the eventual closure of all North–South tourist routes.
            

            
            A new feature of the Korean tourist scene in recent years has been the development
               of medical tourism, the practice of combining a sightseeing visit with dental or medical
               treatment, and the closely related cosmetic tourist industry. Medical tourism to South
               Korea began to take off after 2000, and while South Korea lags behind the countries
               of Southeast Asia and India, it is a growing market, reaching a total of 211,218 visitors
               in 2013, almost 37 percent above the previous year. By 2018, it was 364,000, and the
               government expected it to reach one million by 2020. Chinese were the largest single
               group, followed by those from the United States, Russia, and Japan. Big cities with up-to-the-minute hospital facilities attract most visitors,
               but Cheju Island is also attempting to develop as a medical tourist center in the hope that it will
               replace the island’s decline as a domestic holiday destination. Advertisements for
               cosmetic surgery can be found all over major Korean cities. Another growing aspect
               of medical tourism is an interest in Korean traditional medicine. This is particularly
               popular with visitors from nearby countries, which share a similar medical tradition.
               So far, the bulk of those interested in traditional medicine treatment come from Japan,
               Hong Kong, and Thailand. In 2011, over 100,000 came for such treatment, and the government
               hopes to expand the numbers well beyond this. In 2013, the country became the seventh
               most popular destination internationally for medical tourism.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; NATION BRANDING; TRANSPORTATION.
            

            
         

         
         	TRADE

         
         	
            Historically, Korea was not seen as a trading nation. Wary of their main neighbors,
               China and Japan, after wars and invasions, the Koreans kept to themselves and rebuffed Western attempts
               at trade well into the 19th century. Even with the signing of treaties with Japan
               and Western countries from 1876 onward, trade remained small, much of it in the hands
               of itinerant peddlers.
            

            
            After 1910, the establishment of the Japanese Government-General of Korea changed the situation. Agricultural and industrial development led to an increase in trade with Japan and also China. Of the rice crop,
               over 40 percent was exported to Japan, as were processed food products. Fishing was important as a source of protein in Korea, but 75 percent of what was caught went
               to Japan. The defeat of Japan and the division of Korea in 1945 disrupted what trade
               there was since Japan had been the main market. The establishment of the People’s
               Republic of China (PRC) in 1949 ended trade with China. Then came the Korean War, which further disrupted trade.
            

            
            Postwar recovery did not see much expansion of trade. In 1958, the main export items
               were tungsten, iron ore, and fish, each of which brought in over US$1 million, and
               which together accounted for 45 percent of all trade. Raw materials, food, and machinery
               were the main imports, as they had been in the Japanese period. As the economy began to take off in the 1960s, imports of machinery become particularly important.
               These years saw an increase in both exports and imports. Although the percentage increase
               in exports was far greater than that in imports, the total value of imports was much
               greater, leading to a trade deficit that amounted to $1 billion by 1970. This shortfall
               was covered by aid, mainly from the United States, and eventually loans. The United States was the main trading partner, followed by
               Japan. Exports in the late 1960s included textiles, plywood, wigs, raw silk, frozen
               fish, and fruits and vegetables. By that point, processed goods were replacing unprocessed.
               Imports also came mainly from the United States and Japan, with the latter becoming
               increasingly important.
            

            
            
               Hyundai Motors advertisement in The Morning Calm: Journal of the British Korean Veterans Association 29 (October 1993).
                  

                   Courtesy of the BKVA

               

            

            From 1970 onward, there were major changes as the country underwent high levels of
               economic growth and as light industrial products were steadily replaced by heavy and
               chemical industries (HCI). Increasingly, ships and automobiles took the place of wigs
               and textiles. GNP grew in the 1970s at 10.8 percent annually, while as early as 1973,
               87 percent of exports was manufactured goods. There was still a heavy reliance on
               imports to provide the means to produce the exports, and foreign capital was increasingly
               important. The problems of commodity dependency were made clear during the two oil
               crises of the 1970s. As the decade progressed, the workforce became less docile and
               demanded a bigger share of the country’s increased wealth. The political situation also had an impact. The assassination of President Park Chung-hee in 1979 and the subsequent political upheaval affected growth, and trade faltered.
               But as order was restored after Chun Doo-hwan came to power, so trade revived. Exports were US$20,671 million in 1981 and $26,335
               million in 1982. Imports remained high, at $24,299 million and $27,371 million in
               the same years. The United States remained the main trading partner, with Japan second.
               The need for raw materials saw an increasing number of new trading partners such as
               Saudi Arabia. As the quality of Korean goods improved, so new markets opened up in
               Europe, Australasia, and the Middle East.
            

            
            The 1979–1980 dip was seen as a warning sign of the need to diversify. The government
               forced the merger of several industries and encouraged foreign inward investment. Korean manufacturers began to move into the growing field of computers and telecommunications. High rates of growth returned. By 1986, South Korea was enjoying a trade surplus.
               New trading partners appeared, as Russia (then the Soviet Union), Eastern European countries, and China all began to allow
               trade with South Korea despite protests from North Korea. In the early stages, this trade was semi-clandestine. Paperwork went via third countries
               or regions such as Hong Kong. Increasingly, however, the actual goods went directly
               from one country to another, and by the end of the 1980s, the paperwork did too. This
               would lead eventually to major changes in the pattern of trade.
            

            
            The Asian financial crisis of 1997, while a great shock at the time, had only a short-term effect on foreign
               trade, whatever it did to the domestic market. Trade soon revived, as it did after
               the world economic crisis of 2008. In these years, South Korea clearly became one
               of the world’s major trading nations. From being at the lowest levels of the developing
               world in the 1950s, it had graduated from being a recipient of overseas development
               assistance to a contributor. Its position in world economic tables varied, but it
               was around the 13th to 15th mark by the early 21st century and has remained there
               ever since. Although President Lee Myung-bak announced an ambitious program in 2007 to take it to seventh place, this fell by the
               wayside with the 2008 financial crisis. But by 2012, it was seventh in both world
               import and export tables.
            

            
            Korean products have long left behind the lower end of the market. While heavy chemical
               and industrial products are still important, South Korean goods now include much that
               is of high quality, whether it is the Hyundai Group’s automobiles or Samsung’s cell phones and computer products. By 2013, the top five Korean exports were refined
               petroleum, integrated circuits, automobiles, passenger and cargo ships (of which it
               was the world’s top exporter, with over 50 percent of the global market by 2008),
               and liquid crystal displays (for televisions and computers). The main imports included
               crude petroleum, petroleum gas, integrated circuits, refined petroleum, and coal briquettes.
               Despite their successes, Korean companies were often worried that their products were
               not seen as “Korean” but were often confused with Japanese goods. As more and more
               manufacturing was moved offshore, it became less and less clear which country was
               the manufacturer, which added to the concern, reflecting the government’s overall
               concern with nation branding.
            

            
            Trading partners also changed. The United States dropped back in the 1990s, and China
               took first place for both Korean imports and exports; Japan maintained second place
               but was well behind China. Hong Kong and Singapore were also major consumers of South
               Korean goods. South Korea’s other main sources of imports were Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
               an indication of the importance of petroleum refining. A major new development since
               2000 has been the negotiation and implementation of a number of free trade agreements (FTAs). The first was with Chile. Others have been signed with a total of 15 countries,
               including the European Union, Australia, China, and the United States; since the election
               of President Donald Trump in 2016, there has been a question mark over the future of the latter agreement, which
               he has regularly criticized as being unfair to the United States. A planned agreement
               with Japan has failed to materialize; the issue is complicated by the historical issues
               between the countries.
            

            
            South Korea is now a member of all the world’s major economic and trading organizations,
               including the World Trade Organization, the OECD, and the Group of 20. In 2012, its
               exports reached US$548.2 billion and imports $520.5 billion. In 2017, the figures
               were exports $ 596 billion and imports $471 billion. Its foreign reserves were $306.4
               billion in 2012 and $493 billion at the end of 2018.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

            
         

         
         	TRANSPORTATION

         
         	
            South Korea’s modern transportation system began during the last years of the Yi dynasty
               (1392–1910) with the introduction of railways. The first line, constructed between
               1896 and 1900, ran from Chemulpo (Inchon) to Seoul. Long-distance routes followed, and the completion of the Trans-Siberian Railway
               and the Chinese Eastern Railway in the early part of the 20th century linked Pusan to Europe. Other developments before the Japanese colonial period included tramways
               in Seoul and new harbors. After Japan’s annexation of Korea in 1910, the Japanese Government-General of Korea modernized the railway system. From the 1920s, road transport became increasingly
               motorized, although there were few paved roads outside the major cities. Many people
               traveled by sea.
            

            
            In 1945, the railway system was in a poor state as a result of wartime conditions.
               It suffered more damage during the Korean War, and the war cut all rail contacts with North Korea. Under the Rhee Syngman administration, a determined effort was made to rehabilitate and expand the railway
               system, including the introduction of diesel engines. Steam was phased out on the
               main lines in 1967, and the first domestically produced diesel engines appeared in
               1979. By the 1960s, there were 3,402 km (2,114 miles) of total track. Most of this
               was standard gauge, but there was a small amount of narrow gauge (124 km, 77 miles).
               Only the Seoul–Pusan line was double-tracked. There has been no major increase in
               the amount of track, which now stands at 3,558 km (2,211.4 miles), all standard gauge.
               Of this, 1,865 km (1,590 miles) is double-tracked, while 2337.5 km (1452 miles) is
               electrified. There are 652 stations. Plans to build a high-speed line from Seoul to
               Pusan, modeled on the French TGV system, suffered a temporary setback following the 1997 Asian financial crisis, but work soon resumed, and the trains began running in 2004. The KTX (Korea Train
               Express) covers the 368.5 km (229 miles) in two and a half hours, compared with over
               four hours previously, and now takes many travelers who formerly went by air. In 2009,
               it passed the 200 million passengers mark, and it has continued to increase custom.
               In 2011, it carried over 50 million passengers in one year for the first time.
            

            
            After the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, management of the railways
               came under a dedicated section of the Ministry of Transport. The Korean National Railroad
               (KNR) was established in 1963 and in the 1990s began using the name Korail in publicity.
               In 2005, KNR divided into two groups. One was the Korea Railroad Corporation, which
               ran the trains and continued to use the Korail logo. The other was the Korea Rail
               Network Authority, which managed the tracks. Korail’s headquarters are at Taejon, where it runs a football team and an orchestra. All railways remain nationally owned,
               although there are plans for privatization for a proposed new high-speed line. These
               have been strongly opposed by trade unions and have led to a number of strikes.
            

            
            In addition to the national railway system, Korail also runs subways. The first subway
               line opened in Seoul in 1974. Seoul now has 22 lines, which extend well beyond the
               city proper. Currently, it has lines totaling 340.44 km (211.5 miles) and further
               expansion is planned, mainly by extending existing lines. The Sinbundang line in the
               south of the city is driverless. There are also subway systems operating in Pusan,
               Taegu, Kwangju, Taejon, and Inchon.
            

            
            Roads changed little until the late 1960s, when there were 32,911 km (20,450 miles).
               Of this total, only 1,931 km (1,200 miles) were paved, and two-thirds of that was
               in cities. Badly maintained dirt or at best gravel roads were the norm outside the
               cities and remained so into the 1980s. In 1966, there were just over 50,000 registered
               motor vehicles, of which commercial vehicles (trucks and buses) accounted for over
               30,000. Of the 17,500 passenger cars, only 7,500 were privately owned. From the late
               1960s, the highway mileage increased as expressways and highway projects were launched.
               Work began on a Seoul–Inchon and a Seoul–Pusan expressway. The latter, which opened
               in 1971 and was built by Hyundai, runs the whole length of the country from Seoul, passing through such industrial
               and urban centers as Suwon, Taejon, and Taegu. Other expressways followed. By the mid-2000s, the total length
               of roads was 104,983 km (65,233 miles). Paved roads accounted for 83,199 km (51,697
               miles), including 3,779 km (2,348 miles) of expressway. Unpaved roads still made up
               21,784 km (13,536 miles) of the total. Vehicle numbers have also increased enormously.
               In 1985, 1 million vehicles were registered. By 1995, this figure had reached 8 million,
               and in April 2014, it was 19,663,050, according to Ministry of Transport figures.
               The production figure for the previous year was a total of 4,521,429 vehicles, of
               which only 398,825 were commercial vehicles. At the end of 2018, the number of registered
               vehicles was 23.2 million; commercial vehicles accounted for about 300,000.
            

            
            Air transport, originally begun under the Japanese, was important in the 1950s and
               1960s because of the slowness of the railways and the poor condition of the roads,
               although only a small number of people used it. The government-owned and -operated
               Korean National Air Lines was turned over to a private company in 1969 and became Korean Air Lines (now Korean Air). It operated domestic services and also flew to Japan. It held a monopoly until
               another Korean airline company, Asiana, received a charter in 1988 for domestic and foreign air traffic. Both domestic and
               international air traffic has expanded in recent years, with the two major airlines
               covering the world. In addition, a number of budget airlines have emerged, which fly
               on domestic routes and to some nearby countries. South Korea has 111 airports, of
               which 71 are paved. There are also 466 heliports.
            

            
            Although few people would now travel between points on the mainland by sea as they
               might have done even into the 1960s, and some islands have been linked to the mainland
               by bridges, ferry traffic is still important because of the large number of islands
               in the West (Yellow) Sea and along the south coast. Cargo shipments also still often
               go by sea.
            

            
            See also CHO JOONG-HOON (1920–2002); CHUNG JU-YUNG (1915–2001); DAEWOO MOTORS; FISHERIES; KIMPO AIRPORT; KOREAN AIR FLIGHT KA 858; KOREAN AIR LINES FLIGHT KE 007; PAIK SUN-YUP (1920–); SAENARA DATSUN AUTOMOBILE SCANDAL; SEWOL INCIDENT.
            

            
         

         
         	TRILATERAL SUMMIT 2019

         
         	
            In June 2019, U.S. President Donald Trump paid a visit to South Korea for a summit meeting with President Moon Jae-in. While in Seoul, he tweeted that he would be willing to meet North Korean leader Kim Jong Un at Panmunjom. The two had most recently met in Vietnam in February 2019, where they had parted without agreement, leading to frosty relations
               between the North and South Korea, as well as the United States. Kim, who had met
               Moon three times in 2018, had refused to have any contact with him after the February
               summit. There was a positive response from North Korea to Trump’s suggestion. The
               exchanges had not mentioned Moon, but he accompanied Trump to Panmunjom. When Kim
               and Trump met on 30 June, Kim apparently said that he had not expected to meet Trump
               “at this place,” but there was more, in that Trump stepped across the military demarcation line, thus becoming the first U.S. president to stand on North Korean soil. On returning
               across the line, Trump appears to have suggested that President Moon should join them.
               There was a brief, though cordial, meeting, and when President Moon joined the other
               two, the two Koreans shook hands, with many photographs taken of everybody smiling.
               But there was no substantive discussion between Moon and Kim, while Trump and Kim
               talked for an hour.
            

            
            See also JUNE 2000 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; OCTOBER 2007 INTER-KOREAN SUMMIT.
            

            
         

         
         	TRUMP, DONALD (1946–)

         
         	
            In 2016, Donald Trump, a New York businessman with interests primarily in real estate
               but also in show business, including reality TV, was elected 45th president of the
               United States on a Republican Party ticket. He was widely seen as something of a political maverick
               who over the years had supported both the Republican and Democratic Parties, as well
               as some smaller nonmainstream ones. During the campaign, he was critical of many of
               the policies of then president Barack Obama, including his policy toward trade and foreign policy issues. In East Asia, Trump
               sought the renegotiation of several trade agreements, including those with China and South Korea, as well as the multilateral Transpacific Trade Pact. He also cast
               doubt on why the United States provides defense support to countries such as South
               Korea, which he maintained were capable of doing it themselves or, if they wanted
               U.S. support, should pay more for it. As far as North Korea was concerned, he sent mixed signals. Generally he was negative and highly critical
               of what he saw as Obama’s failure to stop the North Korean nuclear program and solve the issue of U.S. citizens being detained in North Korea. But he also indicated
               that he would have no difficulty dealing directly with the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un.
            

            
             As Trump took office in 2017, South Korea was in political turmoil following the
               impeachment and subsequent arrest of President Park Geun-hye. Trump does not seem to have intervened in any way on this issue. On North Korea,
               however, he had already commented in January following the claim in Kim Jong Un’s
               New Year address that the country was entering the final stages of completing its
               nuclear and missile programs that this would not happen. Nothing else happened. For
               a variety of reasons, relations between the United States and North Korea became steadily
               more tense, with Trump threatening fire and fury such as the world had never seen;
               the North Korean response was equally bellicose. At the same time, signals about a
               willingness to talk began coming from the North, especially in the leader’s January
               2018 New Year address.
            

            
             President Moon Jae-in, who replaced Park in May 2017, seized on these signs. Following a North Korean delegation’s
               attendance at the Winter Olympics, which delivered an offer to begin talks, development was rapid. Moon and Kim Jong
               Un would meet three times in the course of the year. An even more surprising development
               was that the North sent a similar message to Trump, who turned out to be just as eager.
               Trump and Kim met in Singapore in June, and the prospects of an improved relationship
               seemed very positive. Trump claimed that he and Kim were now friends and that they
               had reached agreement on North Korean denuclearization. That was not quite what had
               been said, but discussions on further meetings began.
            

            
             Trump’s popularity in South Korea soared, but it proved much harder to make progress
               than he had expected. When the two leaders met again in Hanoi in February 2019, each
               presented maximalist demands, and the meeting broke up prematurely without any agreement.
               Yet Trump remained positive, claiming that he had received very good letters from
               Kim. But his administration would not budge on sanctions and saw North Korean gestures
               toward denuclearization as mainly window dressing. The North indicated its displeasure
               and began testing short-range missiles.
            

            
             As far as South Korea was concerned, Trump continued to criticize the FTA and to
               demand that it should pay more for the presence of U.S. forces. He implied that the
               Koreans did not pay for their defense, ignoring the fact that since 1990 they had
               paid an increasing share of direct costs, so that by 2019 they were paying 50 percent
               of the total cost. If one added in the value of land supplied for bases, it was estimated
               that the South met 70 percent of the cost. Trump also ignored the fact that U.S. forces
               were not only defending South Korea but also had responsibilities toward Japan and,
               in the view of many including senior members of the American military, were providing
               forward defense for the United States itself. One example of this was the deployment
               of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense system, which the United States had pressed South Korea to deploy although it made
               little sense in terms of local defense. All this was ignored as Trump insisted he
               would wring more out of the Koreans.
            

            
             No doubt like other small countries dependent on a big power, the Koreans will find
               ways to manage the alliance. South Korean leaders have faced U.S. pressure before.
               Trump has an advantage with a very conservative country like South Korea, where there
               are long-established, close military links, even if his opening to the North has confused
               some. But there will be rocky times ahead.
            

            
            See also BUSH, GEORGE W. (1946–); CARTER, JAMES (JIMMY) EARL (1924–); CLINTON, WILLIAM JEFFERSON (BILL) (1946–); FOREIGN POLICY; FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS; KOREAN WAR; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS; NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019; TRILATERAL SUMMIT 2019; UNITED NATIONS COMMAND (UNC); UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA COMBINED FORCES COMMAND; UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT (SOFA); VIETNAM; YONGSAN MILITARY BASE.
            

            
         

         
         	TRUSTPOLITIK

         
         	
            Term coined by then South Korean presidential candidate Park Geun-hye in an article in the September–October 2011 issue of the journal Foreign Affairs to describe her approach to dealing not just with North Korea but with other international relations. It continued in use after she was elected
               president that year. The original article was titled “A New Kind of Korea: Building
               Trust between Seoul and Pyongyang,” and it indicated an attempt to steer a middle
               course between what was seen as the overly soft policies pursued toward North Korea
               by Presidents Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun between 1998 and 2008 and the more aggressive approach of President Lee Myung-bak after his election in 2007. The term echoed the German concept of realpolitik, or
               power based on an unsentimental assessment of reality, as well as the Ostpolitik pursued
               by West Germany toward East Germany and, closer to home, the Nordpolitik of former South Korean president Roh Tae-woo. In her article, Park argued that there was a need for trust between the two Koreas,
               “establishing mutually binding expectations based on global norms.” Essentially, this
               was a call for reciprocity, moving away from the largesse toward the North of the
               Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun years but equally rejecting the Lee Myung-bak approach.
               It called upon North Korea to keep its agreements with the South and with the “international
               community.” The concept appeared to remain at the heart of Park’s approach to both
               North Korea and the rest of the world, but in the light of continued tensions with
               Japan, China, and the North, it became more a set of pious hopes than a real policy.
            

            
         

         
         	TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  COMMISSION OF KOREA (TRCK)

         
         	
            President Kim Dae-jung established South Korea’s first truth commission in 2000. This was the Presidential
               Commission on Suspicious Deaths, which operated until 2004. Its remit was to examine
               the deaths of South Korean citizens who died in circumstances that indicated government
               involvement between 1975 and 1987. Its task was to investigate, report, and make recommendations,
               while also identifying the perpetrators. To some, the antecedents of such a body lay
               in the Chosun kingdom, when court historians, as in imperial China, had a duty when
               a new ruler came to power to establish a record of what had happened in the previous
               reign. More recently, after the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, there
               had been a brief attempt to investigate alleged collaborators during the Japanese colonial period. But the Special Committee to Investigate Anti-Nation Activities established
               by the National Assembly under the 1948 Law Concerning Punishment of Those Who Committed Crimes against the
               People found little support from President Rhee Syngman, whose main supporters were the alleged collaborators. The committee quickly became
               moribund, and it was formally abolished in 1951. Another attempt to investigate the
               past took place in 1960, after Rhee’s fall from power, but it too soon foundered.
            

            
            The 2000 committee also was not very successful. It published an interim report in
               four volumes in February 2003 but appears to have published no final report. It investigated
               80 cases and found that government officials were involved in just over 50 of those,
               but it was unable to reach a conclusion in the remaining cases. Its work was hampered
               since it had no power to subpoena witnesses, and it encountered a high degree of noncooperation
               among current and former government officials.
            

            
            A new commission was established in December 2005 under President Roh Moo-hyun. This had a much wider remit. It was to investigate incidents from the Japanese colonial
               period (1910–1945) onward, until the election of Kim Young-sam as the first civilian president since 1961 in 1992. There were to be 15 commissioners,
               8 of whom were appointed by the National Assembly, 4 by the president, and 3 by the
               Supreme Court. The chair was to be of ministerial caliber and the commissioners of
               vice ministerial caliber. When the full commission was not meeting, a standing commission
               of four, two chosen by the president and two by the National Assembly, would carry
               on its work. Commission staff totaled 240, and its budget was US$19 million. It was
               to make its final report by 31 December 2010. A number of other commissions were also
               set up about this time to look at particular issues, especially those arising from
               the Japanese colonial period, but also including the National Intelligence Service. The Truth and Reconciliation Committee of Korea had the most comprehensive remit
               and the largest budget.
            

            
            The first chair was a Roman Catholic priest, Father Song Ki-in. Song was close to
               President Roh, which perhaps told against him. He served two years. During that time,
               the commission investigated a large number of incidents, drawing attention to several
               alleged atrocities perpetrated by government officials. Those identified as committing
               atrocities included Japanese, members of the United States Army Military Government in Korea, United States troops in Korea during the Korean War, and South Korean governments and officials since the establishment of the Republic
               of Korea in 1948. At the end of Father Song’s term of office, the commission published
               a list of 492 judges who were alleged to have passed judgment under the various emergency
               decrees that had operated in the past. The list included 10 who still occupied judicial
               positions, at all levels from district courts to the Supreme Court. The commission
               was also highly critical of U.S. actions during both the 1945–1948 military government
               and the Korean War. Song commented on the difficulties the commission had faced, noting
               in a radio interview that “Korea lacks a confessional culture.”
            

            
            The commission was much criticized, with the Dong-A Ilbo newspaper arguing in an editorial that it was not a reconciliation commission but
               one that worked for division. The newspaper also claimed that the commission was dominated
               by left-wing groups. Many Americans were unhappy at the criticism leveled at the United
               States. President Roh, who was widely regarded on the right as being anti-American,
               distanced himself somewhat from the more extreme criticism of the United States.
            

            
            The commission continued under a new chair, Professor Ahn Byung-ook, of the Catholic
               University of Korea, who had much experience on other commissions of inquiry, including
               that investigating the National Intelligence Service, and had also served briefly
               as a member of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in the year before his appointment
               as chair. Its work continued to arouse opposition. Among the cases that it investigated
               was the firing of many journalists by the Dong-A Ilbo in the 1970s. While it condemned the government action that had put pressure on the
               proprietor, Kim Sang-man, to take such action, it also blamed the newspaper for not taking more steps to defend
               its staff, and it called for apologies from both the government and the Dong-A management.
            

            
            The election of the conservative President Lee Myung-bak at the end of 2007 did not spell the end of the commission, but the atmosphere in
               which it operated became more hostile once Lee assumed office in February 2008. When
               Ahn’s period of office expired in 2009, he was succeeded by the Harvard-educated Dr.
               Young Jo-lee, who was regarded as more right-wing than his predecessors. Under Dr.
               Young, the commission continued its work, but there was clearly a change of emphasis.
               An English-language version of a report critical of President Park Chung-hee was suppressed, and although the commission was allowed to continue until December
               2010, there was clearly little government enthusiasm for its activities.
            

            
            In total, the commission investigated 11,175 incidents. Of these, it verified the
               claims in 75 percent of the cases, while 15 percent were dismissed, and 4.5 percent
               were unsuccessful. Like its predecessors, it suffered from weak powers. It could,
               for example, ask for documents from government departments but could do nothing if
               the departments refused to cooperate. While it enjoyed some success, in the end the
               heavily polarized nature of Korean politics proved too strong to bring about the hoped-for reconciliation process.
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         	UIGWE ISSUE
         

         
         	
            Uigue (Guides to ceremonies or Royal protocol) were books of instruction on various forms
               of court ceremonies. Sometimes they were handwritten and drawn, sometimes woodblock
               printed. They were housed in various parts of the country in the Chosun period. A
               particularly rich collection was kept in a branch of the royal library on Kanghwa Island. When French forces attacked the island in 1866, they engaged in widespread looting. Among the
               items taken was a collection of 297 uigwe. These ended up in the French National Library, the Bibliothèque nationale de France.
               Under the Government-General of Korea, in 1922 others were taken by the Japanese from the Changdok Palace in Seoul and moved to Tokyo, where they were placed under the control of the Imperial Household
               Agency. Both sets were deemed lost.
            

            
            They came to light in the late 20th century and became something of an irritant in
               diplomatic relations with France and Japan. A Korean working in the National Library in Paris found the
               long-missing Kanghwa uigwe in 1976. They had not been hidden but had been wrongly cataloged as Chinese books, a not uncommon mistake in the 19th century in Europe and elsewhere. Nothing
               was done at the time, but some years later, South Korea embarked on a determined effort
               to track down Korean artifacts that had been taken abroad and to seek their return.
               In 1992, this led to a formal request for the return of the Kanghwa uigwe. France refused, arguing that the works were now part of its national heritage and
               that it would require a change in the law to allow that to be broken up. Nevertheless,
               in 1993 when President François Mitterrand visited Seoul, he presented one of the
               original volumes to President Kim Young-sam. It was not seen as coincidental that France was trying to sell high-speed train
               technology to Korea at the time. Mitterrand promised to look into the return of the
               other volumes, but the National Library was adamant that these would have to stay
               in France. Years of unsuccessful negotiations followed. Finally in 2010, French president
               Nicholas Sarkozy, in Seoul for the G20 Summit, agreed to loan the books to South Korea
               on a five-year renewable loan, with strong hints that there would be no request for
               their return. The books duly arrived from France in four shipments between 14 April
               and 27 May 2011, to much rejoicing; 30 of them were found to be the sole copies. The
               collection is now on display in the National Museum of Korea.
            

            
            The discovery of the volumes in France aroused interest in what had happened to the
               other volumes, and it emerged that they were still with the Japanese Imperial Household
               Agency. Many other Korean artifacts had been returned after the 1965 South Korea–Japan Normalization Treaty that established diplomatic relations, but since the uigwe were presumed lost, they had not been included. By the mid-2000s, it had become clear
               that many artifacts were still in Japan, and the demand grew for their return. This
               led to the discovery of the uigwe’s whereabouts and the request for their return. The Japanese accepted that they belonged
               to Korea and in 2010 announced that they would be returned. The following year, Japanese
               prime minister Noda Yoshiko brought five volumes with him on a visit to Seoul, and
               the remainder of the uigwe, together with other books and objects, arrived in December 2011. On 13 December,
               a formal ceremony was held at the Chongmyo Royal Shrine to inform the royal ancestors
               of the return of the books. The volumes from Japan have been classified as part of
               the national cultural heritage, but those from France, which are on loan, cannot be
               so classified. The uigwe were declared to be a World Heritage international cultural property in 2007.
            

            
            See also JIKJI ISSUE. 

            
         

         
         	ULLUNGDO

         
         	
            Ullong is an island (do is Korean for island) in the East Sea/Sea of Japan, 120 km (75 miles) from the Korean mainland, which has been part of Korean territory
               since at least the 10th century AD. Ullung appears on older Western maps as Dagelet
               Island, a name given to it by members of the Lapérouse expedition to East Asia in
               the 1780s. “Dagalet” is listed as a Korean island in the 1952 Japanese Peace Treaty, but the name has now fallen out of use. It was also sometimes called
               Argonaut Island.
            

            
            It is now part of North Kyongsang Province. Both Koreas regard it as Korean territory,
               and there are no other claimants. It is 11.3 km (7 miles) wide and 12.4 km (7.7 miles)
               long. There are supposedly 44 small subordinate islands as well as the principal one.
               It is an extinct volcano. Most of it is underwater, but the main visible peak rises
               to 984 meters (3,228 feet). Because of Japanese pirate raids, the Korean authorities adopted an empty island policy in the 1690s.
               While never completely successful, this formally remained in place until 1881. After
               that, the Korean government encouraged resettlement of the island, but it also attracted
               Japanese. By the 1930s, there were 12,000 Koreans and 500 Japanese on the islands,
               whose main occupation was mackerel fishing. There was also some logging.
            

            
            The current population is about 10,000–11,000, concentrated in four main villages.
               Fishing, especially now for squid, remains important, but tourism is rapidly developing. Ullung is reached by a three-hour ferry ride from Pohang or from Dongdae in Kangwon Province. Heavy seas often make it impossible for ships
               to reach the island, which can be cut off for several days at a time. There is no
               air access. As well as being a popular Korean tourist destination in its own right,
               it is the jumping-off point for visits to Tok Island, visible from Ullung on a clear day. A Tokto Museum, presenting the Korean
               claim to those islands, has been established on Ullung and is popular with visitors.
               Summer visitors often outnumber residents. The two islands together form the administrative
               Ullung County. Since 2002, there have been a number of attempts to designate Ullung
               and Tok islands as a national park. Local objections because of the restrictions that might consequently be placed on
               development have prevented the proposals from coming to fruition.
            

            
         

         
         	ULSAN

         
         	
            Ulsan is a major port and industrial city in South Kyongsang Province, 60 km (40 miles) north of Pusan, with a population of about 962,000 in 2019. It was an important garrison town in
               the Yi dynasty (1392–1910) and one of the places where the Japanese were allowed to trade before the 1870s. Links with Japan continued to be important during the colonial period,
               when it was a stage for flights from Japan to China. Since the early 1960s, Ulsan’s importance has rested on its industrial development,
               beginning with steel, which in turn led to the establishment of the Hyundai shipbuilding yards and automobile factories, as well as oil refineries and chemical
               plants. By the end of 1998, it was responsible for over 11 percent of the country’s
               industrial output and had bypassed both Pusan and Inchon as a cargo port. The town is the home of the University of Ulsan, which began as South Korea’s first Institute of Technology, with support
               from Great Britain, a reflection of that country’s close involvement with the Hyundai chaebol at the time. The university still has a heavy technological bent. Ulsan became a city
               in 1962 and a metropolitan, or self-governing, city in 1997.
            

            
         

         
         	UNDERWOOD FAMILY

         
         	
            One of the major missionary families in Korea, which has been closely involved with
               the religious, educational, and political development of Korea since Horace Grant Underwood (1859–1916) arrived in Seoul as a missionary for the American Presbyterian Church in 1885 and remained there until
               his death. One of the orphans for whom he cared was the nationalist leader Kim Kyu-shik, who also acted as his secretary for a time. Horace Grant Underwood’s brother, John,
               who founded the Underwood Typewriter Company, gave a donation of $50,000 that formed
               the original endowment of Chosun Christian College, which later became Yonhui College
               and then Yonsei University, and supported the college with additional funds later. The family has maintained
               close links with Yonsei ever since.
            

            
            Horace’s son, Horace H. Underwood, was also a missionary and taught for many years
               at Chosen Christian College, where he was principal from 1934 to 1941. He was then
               imprisoned by the Japanese and repatriated to the United States in 1942. Among his contacts was Pak Hon-yong, later a communist leader and vice premier and foreign minister in North Korea. These contacts with Underwood were used in 1955 by Kim Il Sung to discredit Pak. Horace H. Underwood returned to Korea after 1945 and resumed teaching
               at what had now become Yonhui University. He also acted as an adviser to the United States Army Military Government in Korea. He died in 1951. His wife, Ethel Van Wagoner Underwood, whom he married in 1916,
               also taught at Chosen Christian College. In 1949, she was assassinated at their house on the campus by suspected communist guerrillas.
            

            
            Three of their sons played prominent roles in Korea. The eldest, Horace G. Underwood
               II, taught at Chosen Christian College before World War II. He served in the U.S.
               Navy during World War II, reaching the rank of captain. He returned to Korea in 1945
               and served as registrar for Seoul National University, and later as a Presbyterian
               missionary. During the Korean War, he was again in the U.S. military. As well as serving as an intelligence officer
               interrogating North Korean prisoners of war, he acted as a guide for United Nations forces advancing on Seoul after the Inchon landing. Later he was chief interpreter for the United Nations Command (UNC) at the negotiations in Panmunjom leading to the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement. He then returned to academic and missionary work, including a spell as acting president
               in 1960–1961 of what by then had become Yonsei University. He died in Seoul in 2004.
               His first wife was Joan, daughter of Henry William Davidson.
            

            
            His brother, John T. Underwood (1917–1994), was a missionary in Korea from 1947 onward;
               he too was an army interpreter in the Korean War. A third brother, Richard F. Underwood
               (1927–), served in the U.S. army and was also an interpreter at Panmunjom during the
               negotiations leading to the Armistice Agreement, and later as a missionary. He was
               the head of the Seoul Foreign School for many years before retiring to the United
               States.
            

            
            Later generations of the family have continued the links to Korea. The former family
               home on the campus at Yonsei, rebuilt after being destroyed in the Korean War, was
               given by the family to the university in 1974. In 2003, this became the Underwood
               Memorial Hall, which reopened in 2012 after refurbishment. Yonsei University’s international
               school, where teaching is in English, is called the Underwood International College
               in honor of the family’s long and close involvement with the university.
            

            
            The Underwood family was featured in North Korean propaganda as American spymasters
               and may have been the model for the hostile American missionaries portrayed in the
               novel Love published by the North Korean novelist Han Sor-ya in 1970.
            

            
            See also COOPER, ALFRED CECIL (1882–1964); GALE, JAMES SCARTH (1863–1937); HULBERT, HOMER BEZALEEL (1863–1949); MCCUNE FAMILY; MOFFETT, SAMUEL AUSTIN (1864–1939); RUTT, CECIL RICHARD (1925–2011); SCHOFIELD, FRANK (1889–1970).
            

            
         

         
         	UNIFICATION CHURCH

         
         	
            One of South Korea’s successful new religions, which incorporates elements of Christianity. It was established in Pyongyang by a former Presbyterian elder, Moon Sun-myong, shortly after Korea’s liberation from Japan in 1945. Moon was arrested on several occasions in North Korea but ended up in Seoul in 1953. There he reorganized his group as Tongilgyo, or the “Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity,” known
               in English as the Unification Church or, more familiarly, as the “Moonies.” Moon argued
               for his own divinity and that of his third wife, Han Hak-ja (1943–), whom he married
               in 1960. They were referred to as the “True Parents” (one of the Church’s internet
               outlets is http://www.tparents.org) and kept a tight control over his followers. When
               Moon fell foul of the authorities in South Korea in 1973, he relocated to the United States, expanding the activities of the sect and preaching that salvation would come from
               Korea. Implicated in the 1970s “Koreagate” scandal and convicted of U.S. income tax fraud in 1982, Moon moved to Brazil. From
               there he returned to South Korea in 1998. The church began to use the title “Family
               Federation for World Peace and Unification” around this time. In 2008, Moon said that
               he was handing over control of the church to his youngest son, Moon Hyung-jin, but
               the older Moon continued to play a major role until his death in September 2012.
            

            
            Although the Unification Church does not have large numbers in South Korea, it is
               relatively rich and operates on an international scale. In 1976, it founded News World
               Communications in New York, which managed a number of newspapers worldwide. Among
               these was the conservative Washington Times. When this began to move away from total support for the Unification Church, a group
               including Moon bought it out in 2011. News World Communications also owns the press
               agency United Press International, which it acquired in 2000. In South Korea, as well
               as owning the Segye Ilbo newspaper, it is particularly associated with the ginseng monopoly and with arms manufacturing.
               Since the early 1990s, there have been growing links between the church and North Korea. It has been involved in running a hotel in Pyongyang and also in the fledgling North Korean automobile industry.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIFICATION NATIONAL PARTY

         
         	
            This party, Tongil kungmindang in Korean, was also known as the United People’s Party. It was formed in January 1992
               by Chong Ju-yong, founder and chairman of Hyundai. In February 1992, it merged with the New Korea Party (2) of Kim Tong-gil (also formed in January 1992). A little over a month after its formation, its candidates
               won 24 district seats in the 14th National Assembly elections held in March 1992. When the new National Assembly was formed, the Unification
               National Party was allocated seven at-large seats, making it for a short time a viable
               opposition party, but it did not survive.
            

            
            See also LEE JONG-CHAN (1936–); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIFICATION REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE

         
         	
            The Unification Revolutionary Party was said to be an underground “party,” established
               in South Korea by North Korea. In August 1968, the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) arrested 73 of its members as antistate espionage terrorists and imprisoned them.
            

            
            See also EAST BERLIN CASE; NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS; PEOPLE’S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE; SONG DU-YUL (1944–); UNIFIED PROGRESSIVE PARTY (UPP) (Tonghap chinbotang).
            

            
         

         
         	UNIFIED CHANGWON CITY

         
         	
            This is a new urban conglomerate on the south coast. It was created in 2010 by the
               amalgamation of three existing cities, Changwon, Masan, and Chinhae, and formally opened by then prime minister Chang Un-chan on 1 July 2010. Of the
               three, Changwon was the newest, created in the 1970s as part of President Park Chung-hee’s drive for economic development. The combined city had a population of 1.08 million in 2013 and covers
               743 sq km (287 square miles). There has not been any significant increase in the population
               since then. There have been disputes among the three constituent cities, which clearly
               tend to see themselves as separate entities, about where to site the local government
               offices. The unified city is also the capital of South Kyongsang Province.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIFIED PROGRESSIVE PARTY (UPP) (Tonghap chinbotang)
         

         
         	
            Established in December 2011 by a merger of the Democratic Labor Party, the People’s Participation Party, and the New Progressive Party (a breakaway group
               from the Democratic Labor Party), this left-leaning party gained 12 seats in the 2012
               National Assembly elections. Five of these were proportional representation (PR) seats, and almost immediately
               after the election, the party announced an internal investigation into alleged irregularities
               in the way that candidates were chosen for these seats. Four coleaders of the party
               resigned, leaving Lee Jung-hee as leader. She contested the 2012 presidential election on behalf of the UPP, stating
               that her purpose was to prevent Park Geun-hye from winning, a move that appeared to have the opposite effect from that intended.
               What were seen as smear tactics led to much adverse commentary, as did Lee’s reference
               to the “government of the Southern part,” a formula similar to that used by North Korea.
            

            
            The UPP’s apparent links to North Korea were raised again in 2013. A former member
               of the party claimed that it was in fact a pro–North Korean group called the “Revolutionary
               Organization.” This was said to be run by Lee Sok-ki, a PR National Assembly member, who had addressed the group during May 2013 during
               the then crisis with North Korea. Lee denied that his speech was pro-North but was
               arrested by the National Intelligence Service in September 2013. Following this development, the ruling Saenuri Party called on the Ministry of Justice to begin an investigation with a view to disbanding
               the party as an antistate organization. Other opposition parties condemned the proposal.
               The ministry passed the issue to the Constitutional Court, which ruled in December
               2014 that the party should be disbanded. In February 2014, Lee received a 12-year
               sentence for plotting to overthrow the South Korean government. This was the first
               time that a member of the National Assembly had received a sentence under the National Security Laws since 1988. Six other members of the alleged group received sentences of between four
               and seven years.
            

            
            See also NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPY RING CASE; PEOPLE’S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; UNIFICATION REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CASE.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED LIBERAL DEMOCRATS (ULD) (Jayu minju yonmaeng)
         

         
         	
            Party created in 1995 by the veteran politician Kim Jong-pil after he was forced out of the leadership of the Democratic Liberal Party. It claimed to be the only genuine conservative party in South Korea. It enjoyed
               modest electoral success, with 50 members elected in the 1996 National Assembly elections.
            

            
            In a surprise move, the party joined with Kim Dae-jung’s National Congress for New Politics in 1997 to contest the presidential election. Despite their long years of hostility
               to each other, the two agreed that Kim Dae-jung would be the presidential candidate.
               After his narrow win in 1997, Kim Dae-jung made Kim Jong-pil his prime minister, though
               not without a difficult struggle in the National Assembly. As prime minister, Kim
               Jong-pil advocated a cabinet system of government to replace the executive president
               system. Early in 2000, the coalition broke up, and Kim Jong-pil resigned as prime
               minister to contest the April 2000 general election as ULD leader. However, his party
               did badly in the election, and by May 2000, he was again in a coalition with Kim Dae-jung.
            

            
            The election of Roh Moo-hyun as president in 2002, and the passing from the political scene of Kim Dae-jung in
               2003, left only Kim Jong-pil from the era of the “three Kims,” as the period since
               the early 1970s has come to be known. He continued to head the ULD, but when the party
               gained only four seats in the 2004 National Assembly election, he announced his retirement.
               Most members of the ULD then joined the People First Party, which in turn became the
               Liberty Forward Party.
            

            
            See also MILITARY REVOLUTION OF 16 MAY 1961; NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (NIS) (Kukka chongbowon); PARK SEH-JIK (1933–2008); PARK TAE-JOON (1927–2012); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS

         
         	
            The United Nations (UN), established in June 1945, has been involved in the Korean
               Peninsula since 1947, when the United States, unable to reach agreement with the Soviet Union (now Russia) on Korean reunification, referred the issue to the UN General Assembly. In November
               1947, the General Assembly passed the first of many United Nations resolutions on Korea, calling for a unified government in Korea through peninsula-wide general elections.
               The resolution also established a United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea (UNTCOK) to oversee these elections. The inability of UNTCOK to operate in the northern
               part of the peninsula led to its disbandment in December 1948 and replacement by the
               United Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea (UNCURK), which survived until 1973.
            

            
            UN involvement in Korea increased after the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950. Although the United States was in many ways the driving force, it operated
               through the United Nations Command (UNC), and the forces that fought in Korea did so as United Nations forces. Even 50 years after the end of the Korean War, the UN flag still flies over certain
               military installations in South Korea, although the UNC is now a shadow of its former
               self.
            

            
            In the years before 1950, both South and North Korea applied for UN membership, but each application was blocked by the other’s supporters.
               After the Korean War, South Korea pursued an active policy of joining UN specialized
               agencies such as the UN Development Program (UNDP) and the World Health Organization.
               Although at first reluctant, North Korea eventually did the same. South Korea also
               regularly attempted to join the UN, especially during the 1960s and 1970s, but was
               prevented by opposition from communist countries, and it was not until 1991 that its
               campaign was successful. By then, North Korea had reluctantly decided that it too
               should join, and both Koreas did so within days of each other.
            

            
            South Korea’s attachment to the United Nations has perhaps waned somewhat since the
               early 1990s. However, the country is very proud that former foreign minister Ban Ki-moon was elected the eighth UN secretary-general in 2008. Other South Koreans have served
               as UN officials.
            

            
            See also KANG KYUNG-WHA (1955–); UNITED NATIONS KOREAN RECONSTRUCTION AGENCY (UNKRA).
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS CIVIL ASSISTANCE COMMAND

         
         	
            See CIVIL RELIEF IN KOREA.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS COMMAND (UNC)

         
         	
            Following the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, the United Nations Security Council condemned North Korea as an aggressor and recommended that UN member states should provide assistance to
               South Korea. It further resolved on 7 July 1950 that member states’ forces should
               come under a “unified command,” which should make periodic reports to the United Nations
               on its progress. The United States, which was the prime mover behind the resolution, was asked to provide a commander,
               and U.S. president Harry S. Truman named General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers in Japan and commanding general, U.S. Far East, for the role. President Rhee Syngman placed the South Korean national defense forces under the UN commander on 14 July 1950, and a total of 16 UN members, including the
               United States, contributed to the United Nations forces. The UNC headquarters was established in Tokyo, where MacArthur ran his other commands.
               It moved to Seoul later in the war, then back to Tokyo at the end of the war. Since 1967, it has remained
               in South Korea. MacArthur normally delegated his UN command to the commanding general
               of the U.S. 8th Army in Korea. The command remains in existence and periodically sends
               reports to the United Nations. It also flies the UN flag, but there is no other UN
               involvement with it. Since the establishment of the United States–South Korea Combined Forces Command in 1978, the UNC has consisted of little more than a small headquarters staff and
               an honor guard attached to the UN commander. In the event of a renewed conflict on
               the peninsula, in theory the Combined Forces Command personnel would be available
               to the UN commander, together with any further troops UN member states might agree
               to furnish. It is difficult to see in what circumstances this might happen, however.
               Since it joined the UN in 1991, North Korea has periodically demanded that the UN
               close the UNC. Successive UN secretaries-general have responded that the UNC has nothing
               to do with the UN, apart from its title.
            

            
            See also CLARK, MARK WAYNE (1896–1984); RIDGWAY, MATTHEW BUNKER (1895–1993); UNITED STATES TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR UNIFICATION AND REHABILITATION OF KOREA (UNCURK)

         
         	UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR UNIFICATION

         
         	
            In October 1950, the General Assembly of the United Nations (UN) established this commission, replacing the United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea (UNTCOK). Two months later, UNCURK’s rehabilitation work was taken over by the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA).
            

            
            UNCURK remained formally in existence, however, charged with bringing about Korean
               reunification. It also carried out a number of minor functions, including management
               of the United Nations Memorial Cemetery at Pusan. Its formal existence provided many countries with a legal reason for not recognizing
               North Korea, since UNCURK’s remit was based on various United Nations resolutions on Korea that recognized only one legal government on the Korean Peninsula, that of South Korea,
               and envisaged the eventual reunion of the peninsula. Following the dialogue between
               the two Koreas in the early 1970s and a modification in South Korea’s own position,
               the UN made a consensus decision to end UNCURK on 21 November 1973, and it wound up
               the following year.
            

            
            See also DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND RECOGNITION; NORTH KOREA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS FORCES

         
         	
            Following the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, the United Nations Security Council, after condemning North Korea as an aggressor, on 27 June 1950 called upon UN member nations to provide troops to
               aid South Korea to repel the aggressors. A total of 16 nations provided ground forces,
               8 nations provided naval forces, and 5 nations provided air forces. On 10 July 1950,
               a United Nations Command (UNC) was established, with General Douglas MacArthur of the United States as its commander. Ground forces came from Australia, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Ethiopia, France, Great Britain, Greece, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the Philippines, Thailand, Turkey,
               and the United States; naval forces from Australia, Canada, Colombia, France, Great
               Britain, the Netherlands, Thailand, and the United States; and air forces from Australia,
               Canada, the Union of South Africa, Great Britain, and the United States. Denmark,
               India, Italy, Norway, and Sweden provided medical services. Bolivia, the Chinese Nationalists on Taiwan, Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Panama also offered troops, but
               acceptance of their offer was deferred. All armed forces provided by these nations,
               plus those of South Korea, were put under the UNC.
            

            
            At the end of the war, most countries withdrew their forces. British Commonwealth
               forces remained until 1957. Thereafter there were only ever token forces from countries
               other than the United States and South Korea.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS KOREAN RECONSTRUCTION AGENCY (UNKRA)

         
         	
            This United Nations agency was established in December 1950 to undertake long-range reconstruction projects
               at the end of the Korean War, a role it took over from the United Nations Committee for Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea. During the war, it could do little given the disruption of the country, although
               it did support some short-term projects. After the war, it was able to begin work
               providing materials and technical assistance to help restore the shattered South Korean
               economy; it was never able to work in North Korea. Working with other international aid agencies or on its own, it was engaged on over
               4,000 sites. Its work included rehabilitation of agriculture; assistance with education, especially the reconstruction of schools; health projects; and similar rehabilitation efforts. Although its total expenditure was only
               US$150 million until it was abolished in June 1960, in the circumstances of the time,
               its work made a difference to many local communities.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS MEMORIAL CEMETERY

         
         	
            The southern port city of Pusan is the site of the United Nations Memorial Cemetery. The original cemetery was established
               in January 1951, six months after the start of the Korean War. In 1955, the South Korean National Assembly donated the land on which it was created in perpetuity to the United Nations (UN), and the cemetery was renamed the United Nations Memorial Cemetery when it passed
               into UN control in 1960. It is the only UN cemetery in the world. It was managed by
               the United Nations Commission for Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea until that organization was dissolved in 1974. Since then, management has been under
               a commission made up of ambassadors from those countries who have people buried in
               the cemetery. This committee normally meets twice a year. The chair rotates annually.
               Day-to-day management of the cemetery is in the hands of a South Korean custodian
               seconded from the ministry of foreign affairs and trade and local Korean staff.
            

            
            
               Great Britain’s duke of Gloucester at the United Nations Memorial Cemetery at Pusan,
                     May 1983.
                  

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            At the end of the war, the cemetery held 11,000 bodies, but many were repatriated
               in subsequent years, and today there are 2,299 soldiers of 11 nationalities, four
               unknown soldiers, and 11 nonbelligerents buried there. The largest remaining group
               is from Great Britain, at 885, followed by Turkey with 462, Canada with 378, and Australia with 281. In the case of the United States, although there were 36,492 U.S. dead during the war, there are only 36 bodies at
               Pusan, all members of U.S. forces serving after the Korean War who asked to be interred
               in there. In addition to the graves, there is a memorial hall and commemorative monuments.
               The cemetery, now enclosed by the expanding city of Pusan, receives many visitors
               each year.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS ON KOREA

         
         	
            Following the failure of the Joint United States–Soviet Commission on Trusteeship to solve the question of Korean reunification, the U.S. government laid the issue before the United Nations. On 14 November 1947, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution to
               establish a unified government of Korea through general elections under UN supervision.
               This resolution was followed by several others, especially once the Korean War began in June 1950.
            

            
            See also UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR UNIFICATION AND REHABILITATION OF KOREA (UNCURK); UNITED NATIONS TEMPORARY  COMMISSION ON KOREA (UNTCOK).
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS TEMPORARY  COMMISSION ON KOREA (UNTCOK)

         
         	
            After the adoption of the resolution on Korea on 14 November 1947, the United Nations General Assembly created a United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea, consisting
               of representatives of Australia, Canada, China, El Salvador, France, India, the Philippines, Syria, and the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic, for
               the purpose of fulfilling the program outlined in the resolution, namely to establish
               a unified government through general elections in the whole of Korea. When this proved
               impossible because the commission was unable to enter North Korea, UNTOCK conducted elections only in South Korea on 10 May 1948. The UN General Assembly
               then adopted a resolution on 12 December 1948, proposed by the United States, to replace UNTCOK with a new UN Commission on Korea. This was authorized to travel,
               consult, and observe throughout Korea for the purpose of fulfilling the original aims
               of the UN resolution of 14 November 1947, but it was unable to carry out this task
               north of the 38th parallel. During the Korean War, the UN Commission on Korea was replaced by other UN agencies.
            

            
            See also UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR UNIFICATION AND REHABILITATION OF KOREA (UNCURK); UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS ON KOREA.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED PEOPLE’S PARTY

         
         	
            See UNIFICATION NATIONAL PARTY.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED STATES, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Since its establishment in 1948, South Korea has maintained extremely close links
               with the United States across the whole spectrum of relations. Many Koreans, indeed,
               look back positively to the U.S. role in the opening of Korea in the 19th century,
               and the centenary of diplomatic relations was celebrated with much ceremony in 1982.
               As well as their religious role, the long involvement of U.S. missionaries in introducing new ideas in fields
               such as health and education is also remembered with affection. Several missionary families, such as the Underwood family, are still either present in South Korea today or maintain close links with the country.
               A number of private universities and colleges are also closely linked with the United States. Older Koreans tend to
               see the United States as the country that saved them from communism in 1945 and again
               during the Korean War. While they acknowledge the role of the United Nations, they believe that if the United States had not rallied that body, its help would
               not have been forthcoming.
            

            
            
               Postcard of U.S. Korean War Memorial, Washington, D.C.

               

            

            The massive U.S. postwar aid; the continued presence of the United States troops in Korea; and the educational, cultural, and economic links that developed after the Korean War are also powerful factors in the U.S.–South
               Korean relationship. The United States has been the most consistent supporter of South
               Korea internationally, even when South Korean governments were being criticized for
               dictatorial methods. All South Korean presidents from Rhee Syngman onward have regularly visited the United States and have found a body of supporters
               there prepared to overlook their faults. Many other South Koreans have lived, studied,
               and worked in the United States, which increases the bond.
            

            
            Inevitably, the relationship is not always easy. Some South Koreans blame the United
               States for the division of the peninsula in 1945, or for sending the wrong signals
               in 1950, which persuaded North Korea to launch the Korean War. Like other U.S. allies, South Korea sometimes thinks that
               U.S. trade practices are not always fair. Over the years, as the United States has moved away
               from some of its rigid Cold War positions, there have been concerns in South Korea
               that Korean interests would be swamped in the U.S. desire to improve relations with
               Russia, China, or even, in light of the North Korean nuclear program, with the country’s greatest threat, North Korea. South Koreans have been particularly
               worried by the increasing willingness of U.S. presidents since George H. W. Bush (1924–2018)
               in the late 1980s to deal directly with North Korea. On the other side of the political
               line, the South Korean student movement consistently attacked the U.S. military presence and what it saw as U.S. dominance
               of the country. Problems from the past and the present, whether the allegations about
               the Nogun-ri massacre or the tensions created by the United States–South Korea Status of Forces Agreement or the free trade agreement, can quickly ignite demonstrations. President George W. Bush’s unwillingness to support the “sunshine policy” pursued by Presidents Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun rankled at the time. However, South Korean conservatives, who returned to power under
               President Lee Myung-bak in 2008, welcomed the tough line taken by the younger Bush’s administration. They
               were less happy at the continued reduction in the number of U.S. troops in South Korea.
               Relations were generally seen as good under Lee’s successor, Park Geun-hye, although many Americans became concerned at the increasing oddity of her government.
               President Moon Jae-in, who took over after her fall from power in 2016–2017, has faced new problems with
               President Donald Trump. While they appear to get on well enough on a personal level, Trump has been critical
               of the U.S.–South Korean trade pact and cast doubts on the future of the U.S. military
               presence in Korea. He has also demanded that South Korea pay more to maintain the
               U.S. troops. During 2017, Moon shared the widespread international concern at the
               apparent willingness of Trump to go to war with the North and worked hard to try to
               defuse the situation. He therefore welcomed the moves away from such a position in
               2018, including the summit between Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un held in Singapore in June 2018, which followed his own earlier meetings with Kim.
               Like many other South Korean presidents from Rhee onward, he has not always found
               “our closest ally” easy to deal with. Yet despite all the problems, the U.S.–South
               Korean relationship is a solid one and seems likely to remain so for the foreseeable
               future.
            

            
            
               Welcome for Dwight D. Eisenhower, City Hall, 1960.

                   Courtesy of Olive Perera

               

            

            See also HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); KIM, SUNG (1960–); NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019; OVERSEAS KOREANS; PYUN YUNG-TAI (1893–1969); TRILATERAL SUMMIT 2019; UNITED STATES ARMY MILITARY GOVERNMENT IN KOREA (USAMGIK); UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA COMBINED FORCES COMMAND; UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY; WALKER, RICHARD L. (1922–2003); YANG SUNG-CHOL (1939–).
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED STATES ARMY MILITARY GOVERNMENT IN KOREA (USAMGIK)

         
         	UNITED STATES ARMY MILITARY GOVERNMENT IN KOREA

         
         	
            General John Reed Hodge established USAMGIK after his arrival in Korea in 1945 as the political arm of the
               United States occupation forces, with Major General A. V. Arnold as the first military governor.
               Arnold, in effect, took over the apparatus of the colonial Government-General of Korea and for a short time even used Japanese officials as well as Koreans who had collaborated with the Japanese, such as members of the police. The USAMGIK governed South Korea until 15 August 1948. Despite a formal commitment
               to establishing democracy in Korea, the USAMGIK was distrustful of most Korean politicians and tried to keep real power in U.S. hands. At the same time, it set about improving
               life for Koreans after years of deprivation under the Japanese, concentrating on urgent
               needs in areas such as health, education, and an exhausted economy. But although it made some token gestures toward democracy, its lasting legacy was
               probably a reinforcement of the centralizing and autocratic traditions that had marked
               both the Korean monarchy and its Japanese colonial successors.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED STATES MILITARY ADVISORY GROUP

         
         	
            See UNITED STATES TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA COMBINED FORCES COMMAND

         
         	
            On 7 November 1978, the U.S. and South Korean Combined Forces Command was formally
               activated, which brought together the two countries’ armed forces under the commander
               of the U.S. forces in Korea, who was also head of the United Nations Command (UNC). A South Korean general would be deputy commander.
            

            
            From 1950 to 1978, in theory at least, all South Korean national defense forces had been under UNC control, under arrangements first agreed by the Rhee Syngman government in the early stages of the Korean War. In practice, the South Korean government could and did remove troops from UNC control
               from time to time on grounds of national security.
            

            
            The 1978 agreement was subject to some criticism in South Korea from the beginning
               because it was thought to detract from state sovereignty. It also appeared to reinforce
               the North Korean claim that the South was a U.S. puppet state that did not even control its own armed
               forces. Negotiations on the restoration of peacetime control began under President
               Roh Tae-woo’s administration (1988–1993), and it was eventually agreed that this would take effect
               from December 1994. For the United States, this was a welcome development since it
               avoided U.S. forces becoming entangled in South Korean domestic affairs, as many Koreans
               believed had happened during the December 1979 coup that brought General Chun Doo-hwan to power and during the 1980 Kwangju uprising.
            

            
            This arrangement left the question of wartime control, and the South Korean national defense forces remained under the Combined Forces command. Under the Roh Moo-hyun administration, the issue was raised in 2004. The United States was not averse to giving up wartime control since it would represent a reduction
               in its worldwide commitments, and an agreement was reached in 2006 that such control
               would be transferred from 17 April 2012. The agreement was criticized, especially
               among South Korean veterans and conservatives, partly because Roh was seen as anti-American and radical, even
               though the first moves had been made by the conservative Roh Tae-woo government. There
               were also doubts about the risk of cutting off South Korea’s forces from U.S. logistics
               and especially intelligence. The result was that the transfer was postponed until
               1 December 2015. Concerns still remained, however, and in April 2014, South Korean
               president Park Geun-hye and U.S. president Barack Obama agreed to start negotiations on postponement. This led to an announcement in October
               2014 that a postponement was accepted, but no date would be set. In April 2017, as
               a candidate for the presidency after the fall of Park Geun-hye, Moon Jae-in made a clear statement at a press conference in the National Assembly that, if elected, he would seek to implement the earlier agreements as soon as possible.
               When in office, however, and faced with both President Donald Trump’s apparent desire to withdraw or drastically reduce U.S. forces in Korea and a more
               belligerent North Korea, Moon did not raise the issue.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY

         
         	
            The Mutual Defense Treaty between the United States and the Republic of Korea was
               signed on 1 October 1953 in Washington, D.C. After ratification by the two countries,
               it entered into force on 17 November 1954. The treaty was for an indefinite period,
               and either party could terminate it one year after giving notice to the other party.
               The most crucial aspect of the six-article treaty is found in Article III, which stated:
            

            
            
               Each Party recognized that an armed attack in the Pacific area on either of the Parties
                  in territories now under their respective administrative control, or hereafter recognized
                  by one of the Parties as lawfully brought under the administrative control of the
                  other, would be dangerous to its own peace and safety and declares that it would act
                  to meet the common danger in accordance with its constitutional processes.
               

               
            

            The U.S. Senate gave its advice and consent to the ratification of the treaty with
               the understanding:
            

            
            
               that neither party is obligated, under Article III of the [Treaty], to come to the
                  aid of the other except in case of an external armed attack against such party; nor
                  shall anything in the present Treaty be construed as requiring the United States to
                  give assistance to Korea except in the event of an armed attack against territory
                  which has been recognized by the United States.
               

               
            

            The treaty was the fulfillment of an undertaking made to South Korean president Rhee Syngman in the last stages of the negotiations leading to the July 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement to stop him taking actions to frustrate the armistice. The Senate advice was to make
               it clear that there would be no U.S. support for any attempt by South Korea to renew
               the conflict on the Korean Peninsula.
            

            
            See also KOREAN WAR.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED STATES–SOUTH KOREA STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT (SOFA)

         
         	
            The Agreement on the Status of American Forces in Korea was signed on 9 July 1966
               with South Korea as a supplementary agreement to Article IV of the 1954 United States–South Korea Mutual Defense Treaty. Until the signing of this agreement, the legal status of the United States troops in South Korea had been determined by individual ad hoc agreements that were initially agreed upon
               during the Korean War. By 1966, the South Korean government wanted these arrangements standardized and
               formally encoded. The United States, for its part, wanted to acknowledge the growing
               Korean commitment of forces to the war in Vietnam, and a status of forces agreement was a convenient way of doing so. Along with agreements
               on facilities and areas used by the U.S. armed forces, the agreement provides the
               means of resolving critical problems of legal jurisdiction when crimes are committed,
               property is damaged or destroyed, and/or local inhabitants are injured by the visiting
               forces. In 1991 and 2001, the agreement was modified to give the Korean side more
               latitude in the arrest and prosecution of U.S. military personnel charged with crimes
               in South Korea. Despite the agreement, the issue of crimes committed by U.S. forces
               in Korea continues to cause problems, as it does in other places where large bodies
               of foreign forces are stationed.
            

            
            See also KOREAN WAR.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED STATES TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA

         
         	
            The presence of United States troops in South Korea began with the arrival of an advance team of the 24th Corps
               on 4 September 1945, followed by the landing of 72,000 men of the 7th, the 40th, and
               the 6th Infantry Divisions of the 24th Corps of the U.S. 8th Army between 8 September
               and 8 October. The commander of the U.S. forces in Korea was Lieutenant General John Reed Hodge. Hodge’s assignment was to accept the surrender of the Japanese government-general of Korea, disarm Japanese troops and repatriate them, and maintain law and order.
               He was also instructed to establish an effective government along democratic lines,
               rebuild a sound economy as a basis for Korean independence, and train Koreans in handling their own affairs
               so as to prepare them to govern themselves as a free and independent nation. The occupation
               forces established their headquarters in South Korea at Yongsan military base in Seoul, which had been the main Japanese military base. Hodge set up his headquarters
               at the Bando Hotel in downtown Seoul, and after outlawing the Korean People’s Republic, in mid-September, he established the United States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK).
            

            
            Following the establishment of the Republic of Korea in August 1948, the American
               occupation of Korea ended, and the USAMGIK was abolished. The evacuation of U.S. troops
               began in September 1948. In January 1949, the headquarters of the 24th Corps itself
               left Korea, leaving behind the 7,500-man 5th Regimental Combat Team and a U.S. Military
               Advisory Group of 500 officers and enlisted men to train the South Korean national defense forces. In May and June, the 5th Regimental Combat Team also withdrew from South Korea,
               completing the evacuation of all U.S. troops on 29 June 1949.
            

            
            The outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950 brought U.S. troops back to Korea, first from Japan, spearheaded by the
               24th Infantry Division commanded by Major General William Dean, and then from the
               mainland United States. During the war, U.S. forces in South Korea consisted of three
               army corps, one marine division, three naval groups, four air force groups, and other
               supporting groups, totaling 360,000 men at the end of the war. The headquarters of
               the United Nations Command (UNC) and that of the 8th Army were relocated to Seoul from Tokyo. The war produced
               147,262 American casualties (33,625 dead, 105,785 wounded, and 7,852 missing).
            

            
            Following the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement in July 1953, U.S. troop withdrawals began in March 1954. However, under the United States–South Korea Mutual Defense Treaty signed in October 1953, more than 40,000 U.S. troops remained in South Korea. Most
               were stationed along or near the Demilitarized Zone and in the vicinity of Seoul as a deterrent against renewed North Korean aggression. In July 1966, the United States–South Korea Status of Forces Agreement was signed, and the headquarters of the UNC and that of the 8th Army, which had moved
               back to Tokyo in November 1954, returned to Seoul in July 1967, making Yongsan their
               new home.
            

            
            In 1970, there were still 40,000 U.S. troops in South Korea. But with the withdrawal
               of the 7th Infantry Division from South Korea under President Richard Nixon’s new
               Asian policy, the number of U.S. troops in Korea was reduced to about 30,000. U.S.
               president Jimmy Carter proposed to withdraw all U.S. ground troops from South Korea, but the plan, announced
               in March 1976, was not carried out. However, 3,400 U.S. troops were withdrawn in December
               1978. In order to enhance mutual cooperation between U.S. and South Korean military
               establishments, in November 1978 the United States–South Korea Combined Forces Command was created, and the strength of the U.S. Air Force in South Korea was greatly increased.
            

            
            In 1989, the United States and South Korea agreed to relocate the U.S. military base
               from Yongsan to near Taejon, with the South Korean government defraying the cost. This was a slow process, however,
               and many U.S. troops remained in or near the capital. In 2003, there were 37,000 American
               forces in South Korea. By 2014, the number was 28,500. These forces regularly train
               with South Korean forces, thus creating a more integrated military force. Such exercises
               have always been criticized by North Korea, which claims that although the exercises are described as defensive, they could
               just as easily become offensive.
            

            
            The presence of large numbers of U.S. forces in Korea has not been without its complications.
               As with all armies, U.S. soldiers commit crimes, including robbery and murder. Traffic
               accidents and violations can lead to problems. Around military base areas, entertainment
               quarters develop that are not always welcome to other inhabitants, who dislike the
               public prostitution and loud music that tend to be a feature of such areas. Liaisons
               between U.S. soldiers and Korean women are often resented and cause local trouble.
               There are many marriages, not all of which are successful. Despite these difficulties,
               which are not unique to South Korea, for the majority of Koreans, the presence of
               U.S. forces, together with the existence of the U.S. nuclear umbrella, provides reassurance
               in the face of what they see as the threat from North Korea.
            

            
            How long the U.S. military presence will be maintained in South Korea has become less
               clear since the election of U.S. president Donald Trump in 2016. As a candidate, he had expressed doubts about the need for the United States
               to provide defense support to countries that he claimed could afford to do it themselves.
               If countries did want U.S. protection, then they should pay more for it. He has continued
               to say much the same in office, even though, in 2017, he became embroiled in furious
               and warlike rhetoric with North Korea. He has insisted on tougher terms on South Korean
               payments to support U.S. troops. As tensions with North Korea eased in 2018, he announced
               without consultation that he was canceling some of the joint exercises and in the
               margins of a meeting of the G7 in France in August 2019 again attacked them. Trump is erratic, and such views may not prevail.
               But they have raised doubts about the long-term future of U.S. forces on the Korean
               Peninsula.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIVERSITIES

         
         	
            The history of modern tertiary education is a major part of the history of education in South Korea. It began with a series
               of colleges founded by Western Christian missionaries in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These include Yonsei University,
               originally Chosun Christian College, still closely associated with the Underwood family, who helped found it; Korea University (Posung College), founded by Kim Song-su; and Ewha Women’s University. Under the Government-General of Korea from 1910 to 1945, none of these had university status; that was reserved for Keijo (Seoul) Imperial University, founded in 1924, and largely intended for Japanese residents in Korea.
            

            
            After the division of the peninsula, the United States Army Military Government in Korea and other Americans, together with some Korean educationalists, reorganized the Imperial
               University as Seoul National University (SNU). There were then 19 institutes of higher
               education. SNU remained the only formal university until 1950, when it was decided
               to upgrade many existing colleges to university status and to found new ones. The
               Korean War severely disrupted higher education, but its development formed an important part
               of postwar reconstruction. By 1967, there were 211 higher education institutions,
               and the number reached over 600 in the next 25 years. About one-fifth of the total
               were full four-year universities. By 2002, the number of four-year colleges was 206,
               with an additional 40 tertiary-level institutions also offering four-year specialized
               courses. There were 184 junior colleges. In 2014, the number of four-year colleges
               had reached 222, although the number of junior colleges had fallen to 149. By 2019,
               there were 247 four-year colleges. Numbers of students attending university have declined
               somewhat in recent years, after steadily rising. In 2001, four-year students totaled
               1.7 million; there were more than 2 million by 2012, and that number rose a bit over
               the next two years. Since then, it has dropped. In 2018, there were 2.03 million four-year
               students. Three-year community colleges have also decreased in number, to 137, with
               around 700,000 students.
            

            
            Many universities remain private institutions, and both public and private universities
               receive state funding. A number of Korean universities feature in the international
               lists of top institutions, although none of them are very high ranking; those that
               appear regularly are Pohang Institute of Science and Technology (POSTECH), Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST), SNU, and Yonsei University. In domestic tables, such as that prepared by
               the Joongang Ilbo, these four also lead the field. Faculty at these institutions have often studied
               abroad. In 2010, 80 percent of those on the faculty at POSTECH and KAIST had U.S.
               PhDs, while the figure was 52.6 percent at SNU. Such figures and the listings are
               regarded as important evidence for South Korea’s globalization. Citations in international
               journals are also seen as very important in this context, and much effort is expended
               on making sure this happens. This pressure has led to some scholars being less than
               careful with their claims. One area in which Korean universities do excel is the use
               of telecommunications, with over 98 percent regularly using the internet.
            

            
            In addition to domestic colleges and universities, South Koreans have been enthusiastic
               seekers after foreign education, with large numbers studying in the United States; others go to Japan, Australia, Great Britain, and Canada. In 2005, about 192,000 were taking language courses, and over 100,000
               were doing full degrees. By 2011, those figures were 262,000 and 164,000, respectively.
               A number of foreign universities have planned branch campuses in Korea, to attract
               Korean students. Cheju Island began Cheju Global Education City around 2008, for both schools and universities,
               where only English was to be spoken. Although a number of schools have opened there,
               no universities have done so. At Songdo, a new town near Inchon and Seoul, a similar setup also began around 2010. The City University of New York
               at Stony Brook opened a location in 2012. George Mason University, the University
               of Utah, and the University of Ghent in Belgium opened branches in 2014. St. Petersburg
               University in Russia expressed interest in opening a location in 2015, but nothing
               has happened yet. It has, however, established a link with Hankuk University of Foreign
               Studies in Seoul. Some Korean universities, including Yonsei and Korea, provide courses
               in English for both non-Korean and Korean students, often using foreign teachers to
               provide the courses.
            

            
            Although much American assistance has helped the development of modern Korean higher
               education and many Koreans wish to study in the United States, the universities were
               major centers of anti-American and antigovernment activity from the late 1950s through
               the 1990s. Those decades witnessed radical activity by the student movement. This now seems to have faded, with students more concerned with their future employment
               than with domestic or foreign politics.
            

            
            See also ACADEMY OF KOREAN STUDIES (Hanguk jungsin munhwa yunguwon); APRIL 1960 STUDENT UPRISING; CLONING SCANDAL; HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–); HAN WAN-SANG (1936–); HYUN SOONG-JONG (1919–); ILHAE FOUNDATION; IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); KANG YOUNG-HOON (1922–2016); KIM HAK-JOON (1943–); KIM HWAL-LAN (KIM, HELEN) (1899–1970); KIM SANG-HYOP (1920–1995); KOREA AEROSPACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE; KOREA DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (KDI); KOREA FOUNDATION; KOREA INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (KIST); KOREA NATIONAL DIPLOMATIC ACADEMY; KOREAN AIR FORCE ACADEMY; KOREAN MILITARY ACADEMY; KOREAN WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (KWDI); LEE HONG-KOO (1934–); MOON CHUNG-IN (1951–); NAM DUCK-WOO (1924–2013); PAIK, L. GEORGE (1895–1985); PYONGYANG UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY; RA JONG-IL (1940–); RO JAI-BONG (1936–); TAEDOK SCIENCE RESEARCH TOWN; YU CHIN-O (1906–1988).
            

            
         

         
         	URBANIZATION

         
         	
            See SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS.
            

            
         

         
         	URI PARTY

         
         	
            In October 2003, supporters of then president Roh Moo-hyun, who were dissatisfied with the Millennium Democratic Party (MDP), formed this party, Uridang or Yeolin uridang in Korean, to back Roh. The name means “Our Own Party” and represented inclusiveness.
               Originally, there were 42 ex-MDP members and 5 from the Grand National Party (GNP). Allegations that Roh favored the Uri Party led to his impeachment in March
               2004, but the party’s success in the April 2004 Republic of Korea National Assembly elections, when it won 152 seats out of 299 and thus gained a slim majority, indicated
               that the impeachment was unpopular. Roh formally joined the party in May 2004. One
               of its major campaigns sought to track down those whose families had collaborated with the Japanese during the colonial period (1910–1945). This was a move possibly aimed at the GNP,
               whose leader, Park Geun-hye, was the daughter of former president Park Chung-hee, who had made no secret of the fact that he had been a Japanese military officer
               or that he admired Japan’s modern transformation. The campaign backfired in August
               2004 when the chairman, Shin Ki-nam, resigned following revelations, which he denied at first, that his father had been
               a military policeman under the Japanese. Roh’s rather incoherent presidency led to
               a loss of both his personal popularity and that of the party, which suffered heavy
               losses in by-elections and nationwide local government elections. The impending end
               of Roh’s presidency also had a negative effect on the party’s fortunes. As a result,
               it decided to merge in August 2007 with the then newly created United New Democratic
               Party to form the Democratic Party.
            

            
            See also KIM GEUN-TAE (1947–2011); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
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         	VETERANS

         
         	
            The organization of South Korean veterans appears to have begun during the 1950–1953
               Korean War, although it would also later involve those who were deemed to be patriots and independence
               fighters during the Japanese colonial period (1910–1945). The veterans’ movement has always had two strands: an
               official one providing medical and other forms of care and a private one representing
               veterans’ interests. At times there has been much overlap, with apparently private
               organizations often being used or even at times controlled by the government.
            

            
               Publicity brochure for programs for foreign veterans organized by the Korean Veterans’
                     Association.
                  

               

            

            The first veterans’ group emerged in 1951–1952 in Pusan, the wartime capital. It called itself the Wounded Soldiers’ Association or the Disabled
               Veterans Association, and its members included police as well as members of the national defense forces. At a foundation ceremony in February 1952, serving military officers were elected
               as the chair and vice chair of the organization, but from July 1953, retired officers
               took these roles. Some 30,000 wounded soldiers joined. It was closed down in the purge
               of organizations that followed the military revolution of 16 May 1961.
            

            
            Given that the event of 16 May 1961 was a military coup, it was unlikely that the
               needs of veterans would be entirely ignored, and in July that year, the military junta
               passed the Act for the Establishment of Military Relief Administration. In May 1962,
               the Veterans Military Relief Office became the Veterans Office (or Agency), and branch
               offices became regional offices. The organization also looked after the families of
               students who had died in the April 1960 student uprising, the cemeteries associated with that event, and later the Kwangju uprising cemetery. In 1985, the Veterans Office became the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans
               Affairs. It manages pensions, accommodation, and health care for veterans, broadly defined, and their dependents. It runs hospitals and homes
               and provides for dependents’ education. It continues to manage some conflict-related cemeteries and has also managed the
               Korean Independence Hall since 2005.
            

            
            For understandable reasons, the veterans in South Korea have adopted a strong position
               on a number of political questions. They tend to be among the more conservative groups and have taken a particularly
               hostile attitude toward North Korea; as a group, they were skeptical of the “sunshine policy” of former president Kim Dae-jung. They have been highly critical of the North Korean nuclear program, calling at one point in 2012 for the return of U.S. nuclear weapons to the Korean Peninsula. They have been skeptical about President
               Moon Jae-in’s reversion to a form of engagement with the North since 2017 and confused by U.S.
               president Trump’s willingness to pursue improved North Korean–U.S. relations. Numbering in the millions,
               including family members as well as formerly serving military personnel, South Korean
               veterans make a formidable pressure group. High-profile leaders, such as former major
               general Park Seh-jik, who led them for several years until his death in 2009, also ensure that they make
               an impact.
            

            
            Outside Korea, there are many foreign Korean War veterans’ organizations. The largest
               and most diverse groups are in the United States, but there are groups in Australia, Canada, France, Great Britain, New Zealand, and several other countries. Over the years, Korean veterans’ organizations
               have arranged visits for foreign veterans of the Korean War. They have also provided
               scholarships for the descendants of veterans. These foreign veterans and their dependents
               have been welcomed on a no-cost basis, with fares paid and in-country hospitality
               extended.
            

            
            However, as the foreign veterans become older and are dying off, many overseas groups
               are closing. That in Great Britain, for example, decided to wind up its affairs in
               2014 because of the dwindling numbers and advanced age of its members. Regional groups
               may keep going.
            

            
            See also CHI KAP-CHONG (1927–).
            

         

         
         	VIETNAM

         
         	
            Vietnam has played an important role in modern South Korean history. Before 1975,
               South Korea and South Vietnam were naturally drawn together by their colonial pasts,
               their common hostility toward communism, what the two sides saw as their common experience
               of invasion in the claimed cause of national unification, and their close links to
               the United States. These various factors, especially the last, led the government of Park Chung-hee to commit South Korean forces to the growing conflict in Vietnam from 1965 onward.
               Beginning with marine engineers and a marine artillery battery, the South Korean presence
               was augmented by additional marine corps forces and by two brigades from the Capital Division. From the latter’s tiger badge,
               the Koreans took the name Tiger Division. Other divisions were known as White Horse
               and Blue Dragon. The Koreans totaled over 50,000 by September 1967, compared with
               5,200 Australians, 2,000 Filipinos, 2,000 Thais, and 300 from New Zealand. The South Korean forces
               were theoretically all volunteers, who received US$1.20 per day in addition to their
               normal pay. They acquired a reputation as tough fighters, and there were accusations
               of atrocities being committed by Korean units from the beginning of their involvement
               in the conflict. In recent years, there have been calls in South Korea for these accusations
               to be investigated, but so far nothing has happened.
            

            
            By 1972, the South Koreans were the only non-U.S. outside forces in Vietnam. But they
               had already begun to withdraw as early as April 1971, and by mid-1973, they had all
               gone. In total, some 312,853 South Korean troops served in Vietnam during the course
               of the war. Of those, over 5,000 died and 11,000 were wounded. Those who survived
               found little interest in their activities at home, although the Vietnam War has featured
               in some South Korean films. Many of these really relate more to the Korean War than to Vietnam. Korean veterans from Vietnam have played an active role in veterans’ activities more generally since
               the 1960s. The Vietnam War provided important combat experience for South Korean forces.
               Future president Chun Doo-hwan served there. It gave a major boost to the South Korean economy, greatly helped Park’s push for economic development, and helped cement links with
               the United States.
            

            
            The North Vietnamese victory in 1975 led to the severance of all contact between South
               Korea and Vietnam. Three South Korean diplomats who were trapped in Saigon were not
               released until 1980, while a South Korean businessman had to wait until 1987 for release.
               By that time, there were some signs that Vietnam wished to renew contact with South
               Korea. There was a growing, if formally unacknowledged, trading relationship, which became more open in February 1989 with an exchange of trade missions.
               In July 1989, a direct shipping line opened. In the early 1990s, sports and youth
               exchanges took place, to be followed by liaison offices in October 1992, and formal
               diplomatic relations in December 1992. There are regular exchanges of visits. During then president Lee Myung-bak’s to Vietnam in 2012, the countries raised their relationship to a “strategic and
               cooperative partnership.” This has led to a regular “defense and security” dialogue.
               President Park Geun-hye visited Vietnam in September 2013, as did her successor, Moon Jae-in, in March 2019. Moon signed a number of agreements, including a commitment to hold
               annual summits.
            

            
            South Korea has been closely involved in Vietnam’s development. While the Vietnamese
               have not forgotten South Korea’s role in the Vietnam War, they have clearly decided
               that there are more advantages in concentrating on the present than the past. Trade
               and other links have grown accordingly. The value of two-way trade reached US$1.3
               billion by 1996 and climbed steadily in the following years, to $9.68 billion in 2009
               and some $20 billion in 2012, heavily in South Korea’s favor. By 2018, two-way trade
               reached over $30 billion. The two countries began negotiations for a free trade agreement in 2010, and a final agreement was signed in December 2014. South Korean investment is important. It began soon after the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1992,
               and by 1996 it totaled US$1.9 billion. Despite the 1997 Asian financial crisis it continued to grow, reaching a total of $4 billion by 2006. There was somewhat of
               a downturn during the world financial crisis, but this did not last long. By the end
               of 2014, South Korea overtook Japan as the chief investor in Vietnam and had a total investment of US$30.4 billion. South
               Korea remains the chief investor, and by 2018 its accumulated investment was $63 billion.
               The South Korean community in Vietnam is large and well organized, with schools and
               associations in the main cities. Estimates of the numbers vary from about 80,000 to
               around 130,000; the majority are in Ho Chi Minh City. Many Korean men have gone to
               Vietnam in search of spouses. The South Korean ministry of justice stated in 2012
               that there were 35,355 Vietnamese married to Korean nationals. Numbers have fluctuated,
               but Vietnamese have in recent years overtaken Chinese brides, accounting for about 28 percent of the total. Large numbers of Vietnamese
               are working in South Korea. As a result of high numbers changing jobs illegally, the
               ministry of justice has introduced measures to restrict the number of visas issued
               since 2012.
            

            
            Another point of contact has been North Korean refugees. Vietnam became a popular destination for those seeking transit to South
               Korea. South Korea has helped those who want to leave, without publicity. In 2004,
               however, news of the movement of some 400 refugees to South Korea received much attention.
               North Korea apparently protested, and the Vietnamese subsequently tightened up border
               controls, reducing the numbers.
            

            
            Vietnamese links to North Korea are still important but lag far behind those with
               the South. In February 2019, Hanoi, the Vietnamese capital, was the scene of the second
               North Korea–U.S. Summit.
            

            
            See also CINEMA; NORTH KOREA–UNITED STATES SUMMITS 2018–2019.
            

         

         
         	VOS, FRITZ (1918–2000)

         
         	
            Born in Delft in the Netherlands, Fritz Vos studied Chinese and then Japanese at the University of Leiden, where he became a lecturer (assistant professor) in 1947. He had already
               begun to take an interest in Korea, but it was as a captain in the Netherlands forces
               under the United Nations Command during the Korean War that he first went there. From then onward, his interests were divided between Japan
               and Korea, although he also acquired a number of other languages along the way. He
               received his PhD in 1957 and the following year became a professor. About half of
               his 150 publications dealt with Korea, and he established Korean studies in the Netherlands.
               Several of those scholars who would become prominent in Korean studies in later years
               all over Western Europe were among his students. He was among the small group of scholars
               who came together to establish the Association for Korean Studies in Europe (AKSE)
               in 1977 and remained an active member until his death. He bequeathed his extensive
               library to the University of Leiden.
            

            
            See also ACADEMY OF KOREAN STUDIES (Hanguk jungsin munhwa yunguwon); ECKARDT, ANDREAS (1884–1974); KOREA FOUNDATION; SKILLEND, WILLIAM E. (1926–2010).
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         	WALKER, RICHARD L. (1922–2003)

         
         	
            Richard Walker, always known as “Dixie,” although he was born in Pennsylvania, was
               appointed U.S. ambassador to South Korea by President Ronald Reagan in April 1981, soon after Chun Doo-hwan had come to power. He served until 1986, the longest serving U.S. ambassador to Korea.
            

            
            Walker came from a missionary background. He attended Drew University in New Jersey
               and joined the U.S. Army in 1943, where he obtained a Chinese-language diploma. After the war, he took a master’s degree at Yale in Far Eastern
               and Russian studies. After service in the Korean War, he began an academic career, most of which was spent at the University of South
               Carolina. He was conservative in his views and critical of the Chinese Communist regime.
               He was also active in supporting the Republican Party.
            

            
            It was as a reward for this support in the 1980 presidential election that Reagan
               appointed him ambassador, an appointment that was welcomed in South Korea, where his
               conservative views were well known. Walker was an affable and bluff figure, but he
               had the measure of Chun and encouraged him to keep to his promise to serve only one
               term. At the time of the Rangoon bombing in 1983, Walker was one of those who counseled a cautious and nonmilitary response.
               Because of his conservative views and his support for the Chun government, Walker
               was not popular with the South Korean student movement, and there were rumors early on in his term of office of a planned assassination attempt, but this did not materialize. In 1985, when students occupied the U.S. Information
               Office in Seoul, Walker apparently referred to them as “spoiled brats,” a comment that won him few
               friends in the country.
            

            
            In retirement, he returned to the University of South Carolina but continued to take
               an interest in Korea, where he remained a popular figure in conservative circles.
               He published Korean Remembrances in 1998.
            

            
            See also KIM, SUNG (1960–).
            

            
         

         
         	WAR MEMORIAL

         
         	
            The South Korean War Memorial, opened in Seoul in 1994, is an extensive museum, similar to the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. It was three decades in the making, mainly because of problems
               raising the funds to build it. The museum, which replaced an earlier private one on
               Yoido Island in the heart of the city, is on the site of the former South Korean army
               headquarters at Yongsan. Although the Korean War features prominently, the museum goes well beyond that conflict, claiming to show
               all wars in which Koreans have been involved, including the struggle against Japan and the war in Vietnam. There is no mention, however, of the anti-Japanese activities of Kim Il Sung or other communist fighters.
            

            
            In addition to the displays, the museum also contains extensive archives relating
               to conflicts involving Koreans and has a library and a research center. It also records
               the names of the 160,000 South Koreans killed since 1946, including members of the
               police force who died on duty.
            

            
            See also CHI KAP-CHONG (1927–); KOREAN INDEPENDENCE HALL; NATIONAL MUSEUM OF KOREA (Kuknip chongang bakmulgwan).
            

            
         

         
         	WHITE SKELETON CORPS

         
         	
            A terrorist youth group, Korean name Paekkoltan, established in 1952 in Pusan. It actively supported President Rhee Syngman, intimidating his opponents.
            

            
         

         
         	WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT

         
         	
            In December 2012, Park Geun-hye, daughter of former president Park Chung-hee, was elected South Korea’s first female president. On the face of it, this was an
               endorsement of the steady rise to the top of women in Korean society. The reality
               was somewhat different.
            

            
            
               Women workers’ demonstration, Seoul, 2011.

                  Courtesy of J. E. Hoare.

               

            

            Although there is evidence that in early times Korean women enjoyed a relatively high
               degree of freedom, this disappeared as time passed. Under the Yi dynasty (1392–1910),
               the role of women was severely curtailed, especially among the upper classes. They
               were subject to Confucian rules on subordination and were expected to be in turn dutiful daughters and then
               equally dutiful wives and daughters-in-law. Even in old age, when women enjoyed more
               freedom, they still had to accept subordination to their sons. In the home, women
               were expected to manage the household without disputes and to produce a male heir.
               Some of these attitudes can still be discerned in Korean society.
            

            
            With the opening of the country in the 19th century, new ideas began to take root.
               Western missionaries had a more positive view of women and in particular encouraged
               education. Japan’s encroachment on Korea after 1905 saw the emergence of a number of patriotic women’s
               organizations. After the complete Japanese takeover in 1910, women continued to be
               active both in the cause of increased female participation in society and in the anti-Japanese
               movement. A relatively large number of women took part in the Samil Undong (March First Movement) demonstrations. After the Japanese authorities relaxed control over publications,
               magazines and journals aimed at women began to appear. Although there were strong
               pressures from men for women to accept masculine control of the nationalist movement,
               the foundations were laid for many later debates about the status of women, the family,
               and related matters. There was also a growing division between those who stressed
               education, such as Kim Hwal-lan (Helen Kim), and those, especially on the left, who emphasized the political dimension. As in China and Japan, the 1920s in particular saw much debate about the “modern girl” and her
               relationship to traditional society and customs. Prevailing attitudes toward women
               moved the Japanese authorities to forcibly recruit women as military prostitutes (comfort women) as Japan moved onto a war footing from 1937.
            

            
            The liberation of Korea in 1945 revived the women’s movement. Two organizations emerged
               almost immediately. The first group was the left-wing Women’s League for the Construction
               of the Nation (Konguk puin tongmaeng), established in August 1945. The second women’s organization was the right-wing
               Korean Women’s Nationalist Society (Taehan yoja kungminhoe). Among other women’s organizations formed in 1945 were the Korean Patriotic Women’s
               Society (Taehan aeguk puinhoe), a revival of an earlier name; the Patriotic Women’s Society for the Rapid Realization
               of Independence (Tongnip choksong aeguk puinhoe); and the League for the Protection of Women’s Rights (Yogwon poho tongmaeng). The movement remained split along ideological lines, with the rightists following
               the lead of the newly emerged National Federation of Women’s Organizations (Chonguk yosong tanche chongyonmaeng), while the General League of Korean Women (Chosun punyo chongdonemaeng) led the left-wing faction. These organizations and the Young Women’s Christian Association
               (YWCA) all campaigned for social reform. They launched a campaign to abolish prostitution
               and the so-called kisaeng houses, large Korean-style restaurants where female entertainers similar to the Japanese
               geisha entertained men. This led the United States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK) to issue Ordinance No. 70 of 17 May 1946, which banned the sale of women.
               At the same time, the two camps were engaged in a bitter struggle in connection with
               the Moscow Agreement and the Allies’ plan to impose trusteeship in Korea.
            

            
            Shortly after the establishment of the South Korean Interim Legislative Assembly (SKILA) in late 1946, to which four women were appointed, these women’s organizations
               and the moderate left-wing Democratic Women’s League (Minju yosong tongmaeng) presented a petition for the enactment of a law guaranteeing equality of the sexes
               in political, economic, social, and cultural fields. They sought equality in voting
               rights, education, marriage and divorce, and property inheritance and the abolition
               of public prostitution. This last campaign was successful, leading to the promulgation
               of a law abolishing public prostitution by USMGIK on 14 February 1948. Voting rights
               came without any struggle, as these were granted by the United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea (UNTCOK) and guaranteed in the Constitution of 1948. However, the struggle for equal rights continued because, while the 1948
               Constitution established democratic principles and sexual equality in theory, many
               laws and social traditions undermined these principles. The departure of communist
               leaders to the North in fall 1947 was followed by the decline of the left-wing women’s
               movement.
            

            
            In July 1948, several right-wing organizations merged to form the Korean Women’s Society
               (Taehan puinhoe), allied to the autocratic Rhee Syngman administration and, after 1952, to his Liberal Party. This had an adverse effect on the advancement of women’s interests. The Korean War had a major impact on women. Many were killed, and 600,000 women became war widows
               and breadwinners during and after the war. As the traditional dependence on men weakened,
               the desire for freedom from bondage grew stronger as traditional values and morality
               were undermined.
            

            
            While contributing to economic recovery and the restoration of social stability, the
               leaders of Korean women’s associations fought for a democratic civil code and new
               family law that would establish equal rights for women. However, the revision of the civil code
               and the family law in 1957 did not allow women to be legal heads of households, prohibited
               marriages between men and women of the same clan origin however distant their kinship,
               and did not establish women’s property rights. Women’s leaders therefore launched
               a new struggle for the revision of these laws, and 64 societies formed the National Council of Women’s Organizations (NCWO) in 1959.
            

            
            In August 1962, the NCWO and other societies petitioned the government to revise the
               family and inheritance laws, as well as to establish family courts. In October 1963, the Family Court was created to handle civil matters involving
               family members. The government was unwilling, however, to revise the civil code and
               family law. Later, as part of their social reconstruction movement, women leaders
               formed 500 mother’s clubs and launched a drive to popularize family planning in 1968.
               Their slogan was “Stop at Two and Raise Them Well.” In June 1972, 1,200 women, representing
               61 women’s associations, formed the Pan-Women’s Association for the Acceleration of
               Revision of the Family Law. The association adopted a 10-point resolution that demanded,
               among other things, the abolition of the system of male household heads, the abolition
               of the law against marriage between men and women of the same clan origin, the establishment
               of equal rights of father and mother, woman’s right to property upon divorce, and
               the rationalization of the system of property inheritance. However, the government
               of Park Chung-hee remained traditional in its attitude toward the status of women.
               Conservative women received government support and in 1974 established an institute
               called Hanguk yejiwon to preserve Korea’s “beautiful manners and good customs,” a traditional Confucian
               phrase to describe the ideal role for women.
            

            
            Progressive women did not give up the struggle in the face of growing conservative
               opposition. In September 1974, in preparation for the United Nations “Decade of Women,” 2,000 representatives of 64 women’s societies and 28 university women’s groups held a national conference. This called for a presidential declaration
               that 1975 was the “Year of Women,” the establishment of a presidential commission
               on the status of women, and revision of family law. Meanwhile, they proclaimed the
               “Women’s Human Declaration,” emphasizing the rights of women and their equality with
               men. In 1976, they formed the Council of Consumers as a lobbying organ of women consumers.
            

            
            Academic institutions for women were actively involved in the promotion of women’s
               studies. Sookmyung Women’s University established its Research Center for Asian Women
               in 1960, followed by Ewha Woman’s University’s Korean Women’s Institute in 1977. Both
               had undergraduate and graduate programs in women’s studies. A Korean Association of
               Women’s Studies was established in October 1984.
            

            
            At the same time, there were new national developments affecting women. In rural areas,
               women enthusiastically participated in the New Community Movement, forming clubs of women aged between 20 and 60. Such clubs encouraged family planning,
               the promotion of moneymaking projects, and the spread of knowledge on improving living
               conditions, increasing savings, and developing a cooperative spirit. Three million
               women joined these clubs. Later, when the New Community Movement became discredited,
               rural women began to organize themselves in their own associations.
            

            
            Another new development was the emergence of urban women workers as the South Korean
               economy developed under Park Chung-hee. From the late 1960s, an increasing number of young
               Korean women became politically active in the labor movement in the face of restrictions and discrimination in their workplaces. The government
               treated all such movements as procommunist and tried to suppress them, but the steady
               politicization of younger Korean women continued under Chun Doo-hwan’s Fifth Republic after 1980. These efforts were partly rewarded when the government
               adopted a minimum wage system and when the National Assembly passed the Equality Law of Male and Female Employees in early 1988. The late 1980s
               saw the establishment of local workingwomen’s associations in most major cities, which
               came together as the Korean Women’s Workers Associations United, a body that received
               official recognition in June 1995. By 1998, there were eight million workingwomen
               in South Korea, 47 percent of the workforce.
            

            
            The struggle for more legal reforms continued, gradually gaining new strength with
               the spread of democracy in the 1980s and 1990s. The 1977 family law revision provided
               only a token concession to women’s demands. Efforts therefore continued to bring about
               a complete change in family law. To this end, in 1988 the representatives of 54 women’s
               societies formed the Korean National Council of Women (KNCW), with 1.7 million members.
               Another major development was the government’s establishment of the Korean Women’s Development Institute (KWDI) in 1982.
            

            
            The late 1980s saw the process of change for women accelerating. In 1988, President
               Roh Tae-woo appointed a minister to handle women’s affairs; the post has continued under a variety
               of titles. Women’s issues also featured in the national development plans. The Basic Law on the Development of Women was passed in 1995. In 1997, the Comprehensive
               Women’s Development Plan was integrated into the Five Year Economic and Social Development
               Plan, which covered the years 1998 to 2002. Laws also improved entitlement to maternity
               leave and support and provided for assistance to women establishing businesses. In
               1999 came the Gender Non-Discrimination and Relief Act, and in 2001, the various organizations
               dealing with women and family matters were brought together in the ministry of gender
               equality. A major change took place in 2008, with the ending of the traditional family
               registration system, which had made clear male dominance, and its replacement by an
               individual registration process. Women could from then on become heads of family and
               could inherit their husbands’ property. Children could take their mothers’ names and
               could be registered. Adopted children and those born outside marriage could inherit.
            

            
            Women’s lives are now very different from what they were in 1945. More women work,
               and an increasing number live independent lives, either through choosing to stay single
               or after divorce. The burdens of child care and housekeeping are much reduced. Male
               dominance within the family has gone in theory, if not always in practice. Formally,
               therefore, Korean women have achieved something approaching full equality. As elsewhere,
               the situation is often better on paper than it is in reality. Few women reach top
               positions in the professions, a problem that it is hoped will be overcome by setting
               targets. Few women reach high positions in companies. Among those in employment, women
               in 2013 constituted 55 percent of the workforce, a figure that rose to 62.9 percent
               among those in their twenties. This remains the case. By contrast, the figures were
               for China, 74 percent, and for Japan, 62 percent. In 1998, women held three cabinet-rank
               positions, including that of president of the Presidential Commission on Women’s Affairs.
               This rose to four under Roh Moo-hyun but dropped back to two under Park Geun-hye.
               Under Park’s successor, Moon Jae-in, the number of women rose to six, including the foreign minister, Kang Kyung-wha. The first female ambassador was appointed in 1996, and the first female general
               in 2001, when army colonel Yang Sung-sook became a brigadier general upon being appointed
               head of the military nursing academy. President Kim Dae-jung nominated Chang Sang as the first female prime minister in July 2002, but the National Assembly did not
               confirm the appointment. The first substantive female prime minister was Han Myung Sook, from 2006 to 2007. In 2008, Dr. Yi So-yun became South Korea’s first astronaut.
            

            
            See also COMFORT WOMEN; IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977); KIM HWAL-LAN (KIM, HELEN) (1899–1970); KO UN (1933–); PAK KYUNG-NI (1926–2008); SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS; YI PANGJA (1901–1989); YI SONG-MI (1939–).
            

            
         

         
         	WOMEN’S LEAGUE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE NATION

         
         	
            See WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

            
         

         
         	WOON SEI-HOON (1951–)

         
         	
            Woon Sei-hoon was director of the National Intelligence Service (NIS) from 2009 to 2013, when he was indicted on a series of charges, including bribery,
               corruption, and attempting to manipulate the 2012 presidential election. He graduated
               from Seoul National University School of Law, passed the civil service examinations, and became a local government
               official in Seoul. After Lee Myung-bak’s election as mayor of Seoul in 2002, Woon became the first deputy mayor. When Lee
               became president in 2008, he appointed Woon as minister of public administration that
               same year. The following year, he became a somewhat surprising choice as NIS director,
               since he had no background in intelligence. This did not necessarily endear him to
               the NIS professional staff. Following his indictment in 2013, he was found guilty
               of taking bribes and influence peddling in January 2014. He was sentenced to two years
               in jail and received a fine of $130,000. The court considered there was insufficient
               evidence on the additional charges relating to interference in the 2012 presidential
               election. However, the Supreme Court referred the case back to the lower courts in
               2015, and in 2017 the Seoul High Court convicted him of attempting to manipulate the
               election; he was sentenced to four years in jail. Woon maintained that he had always
               acted in the public interest, but some of his former NIS staff claimed that he had
               said during the election campaign that if the opposition won, the NIS would be abolished.
               Soon after the verdict, the NIS said that its own internal inquiry had revealed attempts
               to use cyber warfare in favor of the successful conservative candidate, Park Geun-hye. It also said that it would not become involved in internal affairs in future.
            

            
            See also KIM JONG-PIL (1926–2018); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019); RA JONG-IL (1940–).
            

            
         

         
         	WORKING PEOPLE’S PARTY (Kullo inmindang)
         

         
         	
            A short-lived political party, originally called the Socialist Labor Party (Sahoe nodongdang), created by Yo Un-hyong in May 1947. It was formed from the union of three moderate left-wing parties.
            

            
         

         
         	WORLD CUP 2002

         
         	
            Soon after the successful 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul, South Korea made a bid to hold the International Football Association Federation
               (known as FIFA from the initials of the French version of its title) 2002 World Cup.
               The other main contender was Japan. In 1996, FIFA made the unprecedented decision to award the 2002 competition jointly
               to both countries. In South Korea, this decision prompted a major program to build
               stadia for the competition, which continued even after the onset of the Asian financial crisis in 1997. New buildings were constructed in most major cities, including Seoul, Inchon, and Taegu. Former major general Park Seh-jik, who had organized the 1988 Olympic Games, was put in charge of the organization
               for the World Cup.
            

            
            Given the past history of Korean–Japanese relations and continued tensions over matters
               such as textbooks and visits by Japanese ministers to the Yasukuni Shrine, there was
               concern that the competition would be marred by hostility. In the event, the 2002
               World Cup was a great success, with no untoward incidents. Japan was knocked out early
               on, which may have helped, while South Korea made it to the quarter finals. The games
               brought South Korea to a wide audience worldwide, including even North Korea, where highlights of the competition were shown on domestic television.
            

            
         

         
         	WORLD HERITAGE

         
         	
            The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) adopted
               the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and National Heritage
               in November 1972 to protect sites of special cultural or physical significance. The
               convention came into force in 1975. Today, all United Nations states are members, together with the Cook Islands, the Holy See, Niue, and Palestine,
               making a total of 190 adherents. South Korea, which had its own tradition of listing
               and preserving national treasures, joined the convention in September 1988. The first site submitted for registration
               was the Kangjingun kiln site in 1994; it remains on the tentative list. The first
               site accepted was the Changdogung Palace complex in Seoul, registered in 1997. By 2019, there were 14 accepted sites: 13 are cultural, and
               1, Cheju Island and its lava tubes, is natural. There are a total of 19 South Korean sites on the
               tentative list. North Korea has two sites. The most recent, added in 2019, are a number of neo-Confucian Academies.
            

            
            UNESCO also promotes the safeguarding of “Intangible Cultural Heritage,” a concept
               partly derived from the South Korean experience in attempting to preserve such cultural
               manifestations. Following a report in 2001, UNESCO adopted in 2003 the Convention
               on the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. South Korea now has 20 elements
               inscribed on the UNESCO list’ falconry is jointly inscribed with a number of other
               countries. Four are pending. North Korea is a party to the convention but has so far
               made no inscriptions on the list.
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         	YANBIAN KOREAN AUTONOMOUS REGION

         
         	
            Situated on the Chinese border with North Korea, this region has the largest concentration of ethnic Koreans in China. Although there
               are Korean claims that this is historically part of Korea, in modern times, Koreans
               settled the region from the late 19th century onward. The Autonomous Region dates
               from the 1950s. The total Korean population of China is about 1.2 million, with a
               majority living in the Yanbian (Yongbyong in Korean) area. However, while the ethnic
               makeup of the area was originally about 60 percent Korean to about 40 percent Han
               Chinese, with small numbers of Manchu and other groups, by the early 2000s, the Koreans
               were only about 40 percent of the total of 2.27 million. As in other minority areas,
               a steady drift in of Han Chinese has altered the balance. Many ethnic Koreans have
               tended to see Chinese-language skills as more important than Korean outside Yanbian
               and have concentrated on acquiring a good command of that language.
            

            
            The region has always had strong links with North Korea, but since the late 1980s,
               ties have also developed with South Korea. Many South Korean businesses have established
               factories in the area, and there are close links between South Korean educational institutes and those in Yanbian. A large number of Chinese Koreans from Yanbian have
               moved to South Korea. The relationship is not always an easy one. South Koreans have
               been seen as exploiters, with a carpetbagging approach to the local Korean population.
            

            
               Yanji in China’s Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region.

                   Courtesy of J. E. Hoare

               

            

            The area is also a first destination for many North Korean refugees, who can make
               the crossing across the Tumen River with relative ease. Their presence has attracted
               a mixed group of “snakeheads” (those who arrange escapes from the North in return
               for payment), Christian and Buddhist groups wanting to help the refugees, and others with an interest in the refugee groups.
            

            
            See also OVERSEAS KOREANS.
            

         

         
         	YANG KI-TAK (1871–1938)

         
         	
            Yang, a journalist and patriot, was born near Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea. His father was a scholar of the Chinese classics, and Yang, too, was skilled in Chinese. He was briefly involved with the
               Tonghak (now Chondogyo) religion but then went to the capital, Seoul, where he studied English and became a Christian. He was one of a group of Koreans, including his father, who worked with James Scarth Gale on the latter’s Korean–English Dictionary. In 1896, Yang went to Japan, learning Japanese and teaching Chinese classics at a school in Nagasaki. The Japanese
               government awarded him the Order of the Rising Sun Sixth Grade for his work in Nagasaki,
               but he was later stripped of the honor when he was tried for sedition. He returned
               to Seoul, working from 1903 to 1905 as an interpreter in the Imperial Court but resigning
               after the Japanese established their protectorate in Korea. He also began to mix with
               nationalist groups and was one of the organizers of a fund established to pay back
               government loans from the Japanese.
            

            
             By then, he was working with Ernest Bethell, who had established the Korea Daily News/Daehan Maeil Shinbo. Yang was first an interpreter but soon managing editor of the Korean version. Since
               Bethell knew no Korean, Yang had a free hand; he claimed that he had written all the
               Korean editorials. Like the English editorials, these were increasingly critical of
               Japanese behavior in Korea. Bethell was protected by extraterritoriality, but Yang
               was not. In July 1908, he was arrested by the Japanese, charged with embezzling the
               National Debt Redemption Fund. He was held in appalling conditions but then accidently
               released; he fled to the newspaper offices, which were protected by extraterritoriality.
               The Japanese demanded his return, but the consul of Great Britain, Henry Cockburn, refused to turn him over until compelled to do so by the British
               Foreign Office. Cockburn resigned in protest and left Korea. Yang was acquitted. Released,
               he returned to his editorial role, which became even more important since Bethell,
               too, was pursued by the Japanese through the British consular court and eventually
               jailed in Shanghai. In his absence, the paper, by now appearing only in Korean, was
               nominally in the hands of another Briton. But he too knew no Korean, so it became
               effectively Yang’s. This became even more the case in 1909, when Bethell died. When
               the Japanese took over the paper the following year, Yang resigned.
            

            
             He remained a marked man. In January 1911, he was arrested along with other former
               members of the Daehan Maeil Shinbo, charged with sedition. His Order of the Rising Sun was taken from him, and he was
               sentenced to two years in jail. Then in September 1911, while still in jail, he was
               one of over 100 people charged with organizing a plot to kill the Japanese governor
               general. Despite international condemnation of the trial, Yang received a 10-year
               sentence, later reduced to 6 years. After his release, he moved to China, where he
               worked with anti-Japanese groups. He returned to Korea in 1920 to work on the newly
               established, Korean-owned Dong-A Ilbo. He also founded one of Korea’s many new religions. Accused of anti-Japanese activities,
               he was arrested but released before the end of the year on compassionate grounds.
               He returned to China, where for a brief period in the mid-1930s, he was president
               of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea, based in Shanghai. He died soon after. He is much honored in Korea both as a patriot
               and as a pioneer journalist. The newspaper offices where he worked have long since
               disappeared, but busts of both him and Bethell stand nearby.
            

         

         
         	YANG SUNG-CHOL (1939–)

         
         	
            Korean academic who became ambassador to the United States under President Kim Dae-jung in 2000. Yang was born in South Cholla Province and studied at Seoul National University (SNU). He then became a reporter on the Hanguk Ilbo newspaper until he was offered a scholarship at the University of Hawai’i at Manoa.
               While there he met the South Korean opposition leader Kim Dae-jung, also from South Cholla. From Hawaii, he moved to the University of Kentucky, where
               he received his PhD. Yang spent several years in the United States, eventually becoming
               a U.S. citizen in 1977. He returned to South Korea in 1986 as a visiting professor
               at SNU, then moved to become a professor at the Graduate Institute of Peace Studies
               at Kyunghee University, and eventually became dean. He gave up his U.S. citizenship
               in 1989. In 1996, he was elected to the National Assembly as a member of Kim Dae-jung’s National Congress for New Politics. Although he had no previous diplomatic experience, Kim appointed him in 2000 as
               ambassador to Washington, D.C. In 2003, he was replaced by another former academic,
               Han Sung-joo. Yang then returned to academic life, and later served as the chair of the Kim Dae-jung
               Peace Foundation Advisory Committee. His writings include a major study of the political
               systems in the two Koreas, The North and South Korean Political Systems: A Comparative Analysis, published in 1994.
            

         

         
         	YANG SUNG-TAE (1948–)

         
         	
            Yang Sung-tae was chief justice of the South Korean Supreme Court from 2011 to 2017
               under Presidents Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye. He was born in the southern port city of Pusan and studied law at Seoul National University. In 1975, he became a judge in the Seoul Civil District Court, followed by judicial
               appointments in various parts of the country. He also taught at the judicial training
               center. He eventually became chief justice of the Pusan District Court. During the
               Asian financial crisis in 1997, he was in charge of the bankruptcy chamber of the Seoul Central District
               Court. He then became vice minister of the National Court Administration before being
               appointed a Supreme Court justice in 2005. Six years later, he was named chief justice.
               Having been closely associated with two conservative presidents, it was perhaps inevitable
               that when Park Geun-hye became embroiled in scandals that eventually led to her impeachment
               and imprisonment, investigators would turn their attention to the role the courts
               might have played in supporting her. Yang, widely seen as right-wing, was investigated
               in fall 2018 on a series of counts, including influencing politically sensitive trials,
               discriminating against progressive lawyers, and in other ways trying to influence
               judicial decisions. These investigations led in January 2019 to his arrest and detention
               on a warrant issued by the Seoul District Court on 40 charges, the first such arrest
               of a judge since the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948. At the time of
               writing (July 2019), the investigations continue. Some within the judicial system
               have objected to what they see as a witch hunt. Others want the case to continue.
            

         

         
         	YI EOK-YEONG (1923–2009)

         
         	
            Artist famous for his black-and-white pictures of Seoul scenes, especially for The Cable Car, an illustration for a children’s book cover, published in 1964 and frequently reproduced.
               The Seoul Museum of History held a retrospective of his works at the end of 2013.
            

            
            See also PAINTING.
            

         

         
         	YI KI-PUNG (1896–1960)

         
         	
            Born in Seoul, he studied in the United States. While in New York, he participated in the Korean nationalist movement as one of
               the publishers of a Korean-language newspaper, Samil Shinmun. He returned to Korea in 1934. In 1945, he became secretary to Dr. Rhee Syngman, and in 1949, he was appointed mayor of Seoul. While serving as the minister of defense in 1951, he and others founded the Liberal Party, becoming one of its key leading members. Elected to the National Assembly in 1954, he became the speaker, remaining closely allied with Rhee.
            

            
            Yi ran as the vice presidential candidate of the Liberal Party in 1956 but was defeated.
               He ran again in the March 1960 presidential election and was elected vice president.
               However, when the April student uprising of 1960 overthrew the First Republic, Yi, his wife, and his son all committed suicide.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	YI KU (1931–2005)

         
         	
            The only son of the last crown prince of the Yi dynasty, which ruled Korea from 1392
               to 1910, Yi Ku was born in Japan in 1931. His father, Yi Un (1897–1970), had married the minor Japanese princess Nashimoto Masako (1901–1989),
               known in Korea as Yi Pangja. Yi Ku grew up in Japan and was not allowed to leave after 1945. Even after the establishment
               of the Republic of Korea in 1948, President Rhee Syngman did not wish to encourage a royal restoration movement and was reluctant to give Yi
               a passport. When Yi eventually received his passport, however, he left Japan in August
               1950 for the United States, where he enrolled at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to study architecture.
               When his passport expired, the Korean embassy in the United States refused to renew
               it. The U.S. government stepped in, and he became a permanent U.S. resident in 1956.
               He graduated in 1957 and subsequently practiced architecture in the United States,
               where he worked with I. M. Pei. In 1959, Yi Ku married an American citizen of Ukrainian
               background, Julia Mullock. Yi in turn acquired American citizenship.
            

            
            In 1963, the Park Chung-hee government allowed him to visit South Korea. For some years, he lived in Seoul with his wife and other members of the family in part of the former royal residence.
               Yi taught architecture at Seoul National and Yonsei Universities, as well as running his own architectural practice. But the marriage suffered difficulties.
               The couple had no children, were separated in 1977, and got divorced in 1982. By that
               time, Yi’s architectural practice had gone bankrupt. Not speaking Korean very well
               and under pressure to act as crown prince, he returned to Japan, setting up a home
               with a Japanese woman. He visited Korea from time to time and even announced in 1996
               that he would live there permanently, but he showed no interest in reviving a claim
               to the Korean throne and in fact spent most of his time in Tokyo. He died in July
               2005, in Tokyo’s Akasaka Prince Hotel, which, as the Kitashirakawa Palace, had been
               the home of his parents. He was buried in Seoul, dressed in royal garments. The funeral
               was organized by the Yi Family Association and attended by over 1,000 people, including
               the then prime minister.
            

         

         
         	YI KWANG-SU (1892–1950)

         
         	
            Yi Kwang-su, sometimes described as Korea’s first modern novelist, was a person of
               many contradictions. He was born near Chongju in what is now North Korea. Orphaned at age 10, he was brought up by followers of Chondogyo, who sent him to school at Meiji Gakuin in Tokyo. He then attended Waseda University. He became fluent in Japanese, and some of his earliest writings were in that language, but his first major novel,
               Mujong (Heartlessness) appeared in installments between 1917 and 1918 in the only Korean-language
               newspaper permitted in Korea, the Maeil Shinbo. It soon also appeared in book form. He would become a prolific fiction writer as
               well as a literary theorist, probably the first Korean to do so. He is also seen as
               among the first Korean “queer” authors. He was equally unconventional in other ways.
               In 1918, he divorced his wife from an early arranged marriage and married a Korean
               medical student, Ho Yong-suk, whom he had met in Japan. At the same time, he was heavily
               involved with Korean political groups in Japan. It was he who drafted the “Declaration
               of the Korean Independence Youth Corps” in Tokyo in February 1919, which is widely
               seen as the precursor of the “ Declaration of Independence” drawn up in Seoul three
               weeks later that sparked the Samil Undong (March First Movement). In the wake of the crackdown that followed these events, Yi moved to China, joining the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea, established in April 1919.
            

            
             In China, he edited a newspaper for the Provisional Government, writing anti-Japanese
               pieces. Disillusioned by the infighting that went on among the exiled Koreans, he
               left Shanghai for Korea in 1921. He was briefly detained by the Japanese authorities.
               After his release, he returned to writing both as a fiction writer and a journalist. Much of his work appeared in the Dong A-Ilbo, one of the newly permitted Korean-language newspapers set up as the Japanese Government-General of Korea tried conciliation in the wake of the March First Movement. He would also write for
               the Chosun Ilbo. As the 1920s progressed, Yi began to move away from some of his earlier positions,
               adopting a more nuanced position toward the Japanese authorities. He argued that what
               was needed before independence was a move away from the “backwardness” of the past,
               while asserting that Koreans were a “good race” that would eventually be able to regain
               their independence. In the early 1930s, he converted to Buddhism. He was still viewed
               with suspicion by the Japanese authorities and spent another short period in prison
               in 1937. When he was released, he began to write in a very different fashion. He now
               praised the Japanese, including the emperor, and encouraged Korean support for the
               war effort, positions he held all through the war years.
            

            
             The end of the war in 1945 led to his ostracization. In order to save the family
               property from confiscation, he and his wife divorced. The United States Army Military Government in Korea was not interested in pursuing collaborators—indeed, it often seemed to prefer to work with them—and Yi was left alone. After
               the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948, the Constituent Assembly, and
               later the National Assembly, did take up the issue, despite opposition from President Syngman Rhee. Yi was one of a small number of alleged collaborators imprisoned; like the others,
               he was quickly released. His freedom was not to last long, however. When North Korean
               forces captured Seoul in June 1950, they began to round up alleged collaborators and intellectuals. Yi was
               among those detained. As Seoul was recaptured in September 1950, those prisoners still
               alive were taken north. Yi was seen in prison in Pyongyang in early October, then was moved up toward the Chinese border, where he is thought
               to have died later that month.
            

            
              He left a controversial inheritance. To some, he deserves respect for moving Korean
               literature into new fields as well as for his early nationalist stand. Others cannot
               forgive his eventual apparently enthusiastic support for Japanese imperialism or his
               encouragement for Korean participation in the war against China and the wider Pacific
               War. That said, his writings are still available both in Korean and in translation.
            

            
            See also AN IK-TAE (1905–1965); CHANG MYON (1899–1966); CHONG IL-GWON (1917–1994); IM PYUNG-JIK (1893–1979).
            

         

         
         	YI MUN-YOL (1948–)

         
         	
            A major South Korean novelist and essayist. Born in North Kyongsang Province, his
               family were forced to move around frequently during the Korean War. Then his father defected to North Korea, which meant that Yi became a political pariah. He enrolled in Seoul National University but dropped out. His first works were published in newspapers in Seoul in the later 1970s. He taught Korean literature at Sejong University and in recent
               years at the Hankuk University of Foreign Studies. His novels include The Poet, Our Twisted Hero, and Hail to the Emperor, which have been translated into English. His works have also appeared in other European
               languages. The war and his father’s departure are clearly important themes for him.
               He is sometimes regarded as right wing; he attacked the organizers of the 2000 “Black Politicians” list as worse than the Red Guards in China during the Cultural Revolution.
            

            
            See also LITERATURE.
            

         

         
         	YI PANGJA (1901–1989)

         
         	
            Born Nishimoto Masako, the daughter of a minor Japanese prince, she was chosen to
               marry the crown prince of Korea, Yi Un, in 1920. The couple had two sons, Yi Jin, who died as a baby, and Yi Ku, who became crown prince upon his father’s death in 1970. In 1963, when her husband
               was seriously ill, President Park Chung-hee allowed them to come to South Korea, where they lived in part of the former imperial
               palace. At that time, she began to be known by her Korean name, Yi Pangja. She became
               much respected for her interest in social issues, especially the care of people with
               disabilities, and the arts. When she died in 1989, she was given a semi-state funeral.
               She published an autobiography, The World Is One, in 1973.
            

         

         
         	YI POM-SUK (1) (1900–1972)

         
         	
            Born in Seoul, he fled to China in 1915. After graduating from a Chinese military school in 1919, he joined the Korean
               army in Manchuria, participating in the anti-Japanese Chongsan-ri battle of 1920. In 1933, he became commander of the Korean military unit
               at the Chinese Nationalists’ Loyang Military Academy, and in 1941, he became chief
               of staff of the Korean Restoration Army in China, which was engaged in the war against
               Japan with the Chinese Nationalists.
            

            
            When Yi returned to Korea in August 1945, he spoke better Chinese than he did Korean.
               In October 1946, he formed the National Youth Corps. In 1948, he became the first
               prime minister and concurrently the minister of defense of the newly established Republic
               of Korea. He was viewed with great suspicion by both the United States Military Advisory
               Group and the U.S. embassy, who regarded him as giving bad advice to President Rhee Syngman. After serving as ambassador to Nationalist China in 1950, Yi became vice president
               of the Liberal Party and was named the minister of home affairs in April 1952. Nominated by the Liberal
               Party as its vice presidential candidate, he failed to get elected. He tried again
               in 1954 but was once more defeated. When the House of Councillors was established in 1960, he ran for office and was elected. In 1963, he formed the
               Party of the People, but thereafter he played only a minor role in politics.
            

         

         
         	YI POM-SUK (2) (1922–1983)

         
         	
            Better known to foreigners as Lee Bum Suk, his preferred romanization, which gave
               rise to many jokes, he was South Korean foreign minister from May 1982 until his death
               in the 1983 Rangoon bombing incident. He was born in Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea, and graduated from Posung College, the forerunner of Korea University, in 1936. He later studied in the United States, at the University of Maryland and at George Washington University in Washington,
               D.C. He served in the national defense forces during the Korean War and later joined the Foreign Ministry. He was vice president of the (Republic of)
               Korea Red Cross in 1972, and in this role, he was the senior South Korean delegate
               to the North–South Red Cross talks from 1972 to 1976. In 1976, he became ambassador to India. When Chun Doo-hwan became president in 1980, Yi was appointed minister of national unification, but he
               achieved little before becoming foreign minister.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY.
            

         

         
         	YI SI-YONG (1868–1953)

         
         	
            Yi was a former high-ranking official in the government of the Yi dynasty. In 1910,
               at the time of Japan’s annexation of Korea, he fled to China, where he established a military school to train young Koreans. After serving as
               the minister of justice and the minister of finance in the Korean Provisional Government from 1919, in 1930 he and Kim Ku formed the Korean Independence Party. After returning to Korea in 1945, he played a leading role as chair of the National Council for Rapid Realization of Korean Independence. He was elected vice president of the Republic of Korea in 1948, but in 1951 he resigned
               in protest against the undemocratic rule of Rhee Syngman. In 1952, he ran unsuccessfully for the presidency in opposition to Rhee.
            

            
            See also POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	YI SO-YUN (1978–)

         
         	
            In April 2008, Dr. Yi So-yun became the first South Korean in space when she formed
               part of a three-person crew aboard the Russian SOYUZ TMA-12 spacecraft. She was born in Kwangju. After education at a local science high school, she continued further studies at the Korea Advanced Institute for Science and Technology (KAIST), where she was awarded a PhD in February 2008. She was unable to attend the
               award ceremony because she was already undergoing training for a space mission. She
               was one of two Korean scientists chosen for this role but was not the first choice.
               When her colleague, Ko San, was forced to leave training because of complaints that
               he had broken regulations, Dr. Yi took his place. She was not a regular crew member.
               The South Korean government paid a fee for her participation in the program, and she
               was described as a “spaceflight participant.” In this role, she carried out various
               experiments on behalf of the Korean Aerospace Research Institute (KARI) and other institutions and gave media interviews. In space she ate specially
               prepared Korean food, including bacteria-free kimchi. After her return, she began
               working at KARI, and she also acted as a South Korean “space ambassador.” In 2014,
               she announced her resignation to get married and complete an MBA that she had started
               in California in 2010. In the United States, she has engaged in further studies as well as being a visiting professor at Everett
               Community College near Seattle. With her departure, the South Korean space program was said to have ended, at least as far as sending people into space was concerned.
            

         

         
         	YI SONG-MI (1939–)

         
         	
            Yi Song-mi is an art historian, specializing in the history of Korean landscape painting.
               She took her BA degree at Seoul National University and then studied in the United States, where she took an MA at the University of California and then a PhD at Princeton
               University. After her return to South Korea, she taught at Duksung Women’s University
               and eventually became a professor of art history at the Academy of Korean Studies; she is now (2014) professor emerita at the academy. She has contributed to many
               international publications, including the Macmillan Dictionary of Art and Encyclopedia Britannica, as well as authoring or coauthoring several books. She is married to the academic
               and former foreign minister Han Sung-joo.
            

         

         
         	YI SUN-SHIN (1545–1598)

         
         	
            Admiral Yi Sun-shin is very much the Korean hero in South Korea. His statue towers above the main street in the capital,
               Seoul, and is replicated everywhere. He has been featured on stamps and all sorts of promotional
               material. Yi came of a low-level official’s family. He became a military officer and
               owed his promotion as Left Admiral of Cholla in 1591 to support at court. While he
               apparently had a reputation as a rough-and-ready sort, he proved the man for the job.
               A buildup of forces convinced him that the warlord Hideyoshi Toyotomi, the de facto
               ruler, of Japan, was planning an invasion of Korea as part of an attack on China. So Yi set about building up his fleet, creating a group of fortified ships. These
               were the “turtle boats” that have ever since been associated with Admiral Yi. They
               proved their value when the Imjin Wars began in 1592, preventing Japanese reinforcements from making their way to Korea.
               During the fighting, Yi had made decisions that trespassed on the authority of a neighboring
               admiral. When the first war ended in 1593, the neighbor saw his chance to be avenged.
               Yi’s patron was out of favor, and Yi was summoned to Seoul, imprisoned, tortured,
               stripped of his rank, and sentenced to death. Others intervened, and his life was
               spared.
            

            
             His fortunes turned when the second Japanese attack began in 1597. He was restored
               as admiral and took to the seas again, repeating his earlier successes. During the
               fighting, Hideyoshi died and the Japanese pulled back. Yi continued to harass the
               retreating forces, only to be killed by a stray bullet. His reputation lived on. In
               1706, a large shrine was dedicated to him as chongmu-gun, or “loyal warrior.” Situated not far from the hot spring resort of Onyang, not far
               from Seoul, it quickly became a place of pilgrimage and remains so today. In the colonial
               period under the Japanese Government-General of Korea, it lost state patronage and suffered from neglect. In 1932, however, the Dong-A Ilbo newspaper defied the Japanese and undertook restoration of the shrine. In 1966, under
               President Park Chung-hee, it was designated a national shrine and another round of renovation and beautification
               took place. Yi’s letters and a diary of the war against the Japanese (Nanjung ilgi, Daily writings during the Troubles) were preserved at the shrine. They were published
               under royal auspices in 1795. Yonsei University Press published English translations
               of them around 1980.
            

            
            Admiral Yi is also honored in North Korea. During the Korean War (1950–1953), there was an honor order, the Order of Ri Sun Sin, commemorated in two
               stamps issued in April 1951. It is not clear if the order still exists. A set of stamps
               in May 1955 showed “Famous Patriotic General Ri Sun Sin”; one of these was reissued
               in 1956. Historic themes then tended to disappear from stamps in favor of more revolutionary
               themes, but on the 400th anniversary of the end of the Imjin Wars, a four-stamp set
               showed various battle scenes and monuments, including one to Yi.
            

            
            See also INDEPENDENCE HALL OF KOREA; PULGUKSA.
            

         

         
         	YI SUNG-MAN

         
         	
            See RHEE SYNGMAN (1875–1965).
            

         

         
         	YI UN (1897–1970)

         
         	
            Crown prince of Korea. After the establishment of the Japanese protectorate over Korea in 1905, in 1907 Yi Un went to Japan for education. He attended
               the Japanese peers’ school, the Gakushin, and then the military academy. He was gazetted
               as a second lieutenant in 1917 and by 1940 was a lieutenant general in the Japanese
               Imperial Army. In 1920, he married Nishimoto Masako, better known by her Korean name
               Yi Pangja. After the end of World War II, he and his family were not allowed to return to Korea
               until 1963. By then, however, he had suffered a cerebral hemorrhage that left him
               unconscious until he died in Seoul in 1970. His second son, Yi Ku, formally succeeded him, but there seems to be little support for a restoration of
               the former monarchy.
            

         

         
         	YIM, LOUISE

         
         	
            See IM YOUNG-SHIN (1900–1977).
            

         

         
         	YO UN-HYONG (1885–1947)

         
         	
            Born in Kyonggi Province, he founded private schools in 1907 and 1908. Following the
               annexation of Korea by Japan in 1910, his schools were closed. Yo converted to Christianity and entered the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea. In 1914, he went to China to fight for Korea’s liberation. In 1918, after attending a college in Nanjing for
               a brief period, he organized the New Korean Youth Party in China.
            

            
            When the Korean Provisional Government in exile was established in Shanghai, Yo became a member of its legislative assembly.
               In 1919, he attended the meeting of the Korean Youth Independence Association in Tokyo
               that drafted the Declaration of Independence. It is not clear whether he joined the
               Korean Communist Party, established in China in 1919, but he did attend the Conference of Oppressed Peoples
               of the Far East held in Moscow in 1921. Returning to Korea sometime in late 1920s,
               he was imprisoned for three years by the Japanese.
            

            
            After his release from prison in 1933, he became president of the Chungang Ilbo newspaper until the Japanese closed it down in 1936. In 1944, he organized a secret
               society named the Alliance for Restoration of the Korean Nation, but he was again
               imprisoned. Released in August 1945, he organized the Committee for the Preparation of National Reconstruction, and in September he helped establish the Korean People’s Republic, becoming its vice chairman. When the United States Army Military Government in Korea outlawed the Korean People’s Republic, he established the Korean People’s Party (Chosun inmindang) in November 1945, and in February 1946 his party joined the left-wing Korean National
               Democratic Front (Chosun minjujuui minjok chonson, or Minjon), supporting the implementation of the Allies’ Moscow Agreement.
            

            
            Yo collaborated with the Korean Communist Party for a while, but in September 1946
               he severed his ties with them and joined the moderate right-wing nationalists in forming
               the Coalition Committee for Cooperation between the Rightists and the Leftists for the purpose of establishing “a democratic transitional government” of Korea in
               cooperation with the Allies under the Moscow Agreement. He also helped unify three
               other moderate leftist parties, forming a new party named the Socialist Labor Party
               (Sahoe nodongdang), which was renamed as the Working People’s Party (Kullo inmindang) in May 1947. For unknown reasons, Yo left the Coalition Committee for Cooperation
               between the Rightists and Leftists in December 1946 but did not withdraw his support
               for its aims. His opposition to the rightists and the radical leftists made him the
               target of bitter criticism and attack by both groups. In the end, having endeavored
               in vain to unite the middle groups for the solution of the Korean question, he was
               assassinated on 19 July 1947 by a right-wing nationalist youth.
            

            
            See also COMMITTEE FOR THE PREPARATION OF NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION (Konguk chunbi wiwonhoe); JOURNALISM; NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT (Minjujuui minjok chanson); POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE.
            

         

         
         	YONGSAN MILITARY BASE

         
         	
            Situated in what is now the heart of Seoul, the Yongsan military base was originally the headquarters of Japan’s military forces in Korea during the colonial period. Its military use long predated
               the Japanese. During the Korean War, it became the headquarters of the U.S. 8th Army. In 1994, following an agreement signed in 1989, the U.S. military authorities
               gave up some of the land of the base to the Seoul municipal government, which turned
               the area into a park. The War Memorial and the National Museum of Korea both occupy land that was formerly part of the base area. The U.S. embassy has housing
               and other facilities on the base. The continued occupation of the rest of the base
               area remains a matter of contention. In 2003, the U.S. government announced its intention
               to move all its forces in Korea, except for a small number attached to the United Nations Command and the Combined Forces Command, south of Seoul. In 2018, the U.S. forces headquarters
               moved to Camp Humphreys, while the Yongsan garrison is due to follow suit by 2020.
            

         

         
         	YONHAP NEWS AGENCY

         
         	
            Up to 1980, South Korea had two general news agencies, the Hapdong News Agency, which
               dated from 1945, and the more recently established Orient Press. In the course of
               the “massacre of the mass media” that took place following the December 1979 coup, these were forced to amalgamate into the Yonhap (United) News Agency. Yonhap was
               nominally independent of the government, but in reality, until Roh Tae-woo’s government relaxed press controls in 1987, it normally followed the government
               line on domestic stories, while suppressing international news deemed to be unfavorable.
               It continued to be subordinate to the government even under Presidents Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun. Yonhap has a large staff in Seoul, 580 reporters in South Korea, and 60 correspondents in 35 countries. It has exchange
               agreements with other agencies worldwide. It is noted for technical innovations. It
               has published the Korea Annual, formerly published by Hapdong, since 1981. Its website carries news in Korean, Arabic,
               Chinese, English, French, Japanese, and Spanish.
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; NAEWOE NEWS AGENCY.
            

         

         
         	YONPYONG ISLANDS

         
         	
            A group of islands, romanized since 2000 in South Korea as Yeonpyeong, in the West
               Sea (Yellow Sea) that have been under South Korean control since the Korean War. The islands lie north of the Northern Limit Line (NLL), a maritime boundary that
               was unilaterally designated by the United Nations Command (UNC) after the Korean Armistice Agreement was signed in July 1953. Although the islands are heavily militarized, two of them
               have civilian inhabitants as well. They are administered as part of Ongjin County,
               Inchon, and lie two hours’ travel by fast catamaran from that port. They are very close
               to the North Korean shore, with the nearest point eight km (five miles) away. They appear as South Korean
               territory on maps published in the North, although the latter refuses to recognize
               the NLL. There have been periodic clashes on or near the islands since the early 2000s,
               often as a result of contending fishing activities. The most serious of these was in November 2010. The South Korean navy
               announced that it would stage a live firing exercise in the area, as it had done several
               times in the past, and went ahead despite protests from the North. On 23 November
               2010, North Korean onshore artillery batteries opened fire on the largest of the islands,
               destroying several buildings and killing two civilians and two marines. South Korea
               fired at the batteries concerned, but it is not known if there were any casualties
               on the North Korean side. Dramatic pictures of burning buildings brought the incident
               to the world’s attention, and there were exaggerated references to the worst clash
               between North and South Korea since the end of the Korean War.
            

            
            Although North Korea said the incident was the result of provocation, there was much
               international condemnation. However, China, which did not condemn the North and as usual advised caution, ensured that the United Nations was not able to impose further sanctions as a result of the incident. The North threatened
               retaliation if the South carried out such exercises again. But it did not respond
               when the South conducted a further live ammunition exercise in late December 2010,
               saying that it was not necessary to respond to “every provocation.”
            

            
            See also CHONAN INCIDENT; PAENGNYONG ISLAND GROUP; TERRITORIAL DISPUTES.
            

         

         
         	YOSU-SUNCHON REBELLION

         
         	
            Following the Cheju rebellion in April 1948, in the fall of 1948 the newly formed government of Rhee Syngman took rigorous moves to suppress it. But on 19 October 1948, the communist-infiltrated
               14th Regiment of the army, based in Yosu in South Cholla Province, refused to go to
               Cheju Island as ordered. When the military insurrection began, communists and communist sympathizers
               in the Yosu and Sunchon areas joined in, resulting in a large-scale rebellion. At
               this juncture, the communist-infiltrated 4th Regiment, based in Kwangju, also carried out an abortive rebellion. The rebels in the Yosu-Sunchon area seized
               government buildings and police stations. They set up people’s committees and tribunals, which tried local officials
               and civilian leaders, killing 1,200 local officials, police, and their families, and
               destroyed several hundred homes and public buildings. In the wake of the rebellion,
               the government proclaimed martial law in the area and arrested 23,000 rebels and civilian
               collaborators. Over 80 percent were found guilty, and several hundred were executed.
               The rebellion was crushed by early November, but many rebels fled into mountainous
               areas, especially in the Mount Chiri area, and harassed the local officials and inhabitants, leading to events such as
               the Hampyong–Kochang incidents. During and after the Yosu-Sunchon rebellion, some troops of the 6th Regiment stationed
               at Taegu, who had been members of the underground South Korean Workers’ Party, attempted to
               take over the regiment in November and December 1948.
            

         

         
         	YU CHI-HWAN (1908–1967)

         
         	
            Yu was a schoolteacher and a poet. He was born in Chungmu, a seaside town in South
               Kyongsang Province, and went to school in Japan. He attended Yonhui College (now Yonsei University) but did not take a degree. From
               1940 to 1946, he lived in Manchuria, returning to Korea in 1946. He then lived at Tongyung, also in South Kyongsang Province,
               where he taught and wrote poetry until his death in an automobile accident in 1967.
               He published 10 volumes of poetry, won a number of awards, and is highly regarded
               as a poet. Many of his early poems express bitterness about Japanese colonialism and
               his later ones, loneliness. His reputation has suffered somewhat because of revelations
               after his death that he had written poems in praise of the Japanese during World War
               II.
            

            
            See also COLLABORATION.
            

         

         
         	YU CHIN-O (1906–1988)

         
         	
            A graduate of Keijo (Seoul) Imperial University in 1929, Yu joined a nationalist society named Suyang yonguhoe that dated from 1922. Becoming an active member, he edited its organ, Tonggwang (The Eastern light) from 1932 until Japan’s colonial government abolished the society in 1939. Under Japanese pressure, Yu
               joined the Korean Society of Literary Persons, established in 1939.
            

            
            In 1946, Yu became professor of law at Korea University and then served as director
               of the office of government legislative affairs from August 1948 to June 1949. After
               being elected as a member of the National Academy of Science in 1954, he served as
               president of Korea University until 1966. He became a key member of the new Masses (People’s) Party formed in May 1965 and was elected to the National Assembly in 1966. He was nominated by his party to run in the 1967 presidential race, but he
               brought about the merger of his party with the New Democratic Party (NDP) of Yun Po-son in February 1967, and Yu became the sole presidential candidate of the major opposition
               party. Following the establishment of the Fourth Republic in 1972, Yu retired from
               politics, playing the role of an elder statesman and adviser to the NDP (1970–1979)
               and the National Unification Board (1980–1984).
            

            
            See also JOURNALISM; POLITICS AND POLITICAL STYLE; UNIVERSITIES.
            

         

         
         	YUK YOUNG-SU (1925–1974)

         
         	
            Yuk Young-su was the wife of President Park Chung-hee and the mother of President
               Park Geun-hye. She came of a prosperous family in Okchon County, North Chongchung
               Province. After graduating from high school, she became a teacher. In 1950, she met
               and married Park Chung-hee, then a rising army officer. They had three children. After
               Park came to power in the military revolution of 16 May 1961 and eventually became
               president in 1963, she was always referred to as the First Lady. She was somewhat
               retiring and concentrated on charitable works, mainly involved with children and young
               people. She established a children’s park in Seoul and a children’s magazine. She
               was widely seen as a gentle person who exercised a benign influence on the somewhat
               austere Park. On 15 August 1974, she was sitting beside her husband as he prepared
               to deliver a Liberation Day address in the National Theater. A gunman opened fire
               in an assassination attempt on Park but hit Madam Yuk instead. She died later that
               same day. After her death, their eldest daughter, Park Geun-hye, acted as her father’s
               First Lady. Following this incident, Park became more and more remote until his own
               assassination in 1979. Her retiring nature and incorruptibility were seen as being
               in marked contrast to Lee Soon-ja, the wife of President Chun Doo-hwan, who seized
               power after Park’s death.
            

            
            See also LEE HEE-HO (1922–2019); RHEE, FRANCESCA (1900–1992); WOMEN AND THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT.
            

         

         
         	YUJONGHOE

         
         	
            See POLITICAL FRATERNAL SOCIETY FOR REVITALIZING REFORM.
            

         

         
         	YUN BYUNG-SE (1953–)

         
         	
            A graduate of Seoul National University’s school of law who also studied at Johns Hopkins University in the United States, Yun Byung-se became foreign minister in 2013. After taking the diplomatic entrance
               examinations, he joined the ministry of foreign affairs in 1984 and served in Sydney,
               Australia, the United States, and Singapore, as well as at the United Nations in New York. When at home, he worked mainly on North American and Asian affairs.
               From 2006 to 2009, he was deputy foreign minister, seconded to the Blue House as senior presidential secretary for foreign affairs, security, and unification. He
               was appointed foreign minister when Park Geun-hye became president in 2013 and held the post all through her tenure in office. In June
               2017, he was replaced by Kang Kyung-wha.
            

            
            See also FOREIGN POLICY; HAN SUNG-JOO (1940–); HAN SUNG-SOO (1936–); LHO SHIN-YONG (1930–2019).
            

         

         
         	YUN CHI-HO (1865–1945)

         
         	
            Yun Chi-ho is a controversial figure in Korean history. He was born to a yangban (noble) family, and his education was in the Confucian classics. At 16, he went to Japan as a member of a Korean fact-finding mission. He stayed on, learned Japanese, and
               studied under the famous Japanese educator, Fukuzawa Yukichi. After his return to
               Korea, he worked as an interpreter for the U.S. legation in Seoul. In 1886, he went to China, studying at the Anglo–Chinese College in Shanghai, at which he would later teach
               for a short period. There he learned both English and Chinese and became a Christian. He developed both his English and his devotion to Christianity while studying at
               Emory and Vanderbilt Universities in the United States between 1888 and 1893. But he encountered racism and ignorance, which he recorded
               in the English-language diaries that he began to keep at that time. He also threw
               himself into educational work. He was active in reforming circles, including the Independence
               Club. He was president and editor of The Independent newspaper from 1896 to 1898 as well as being involved with Korean-language newspapers.
               At the same time, he served as vice president of the Privy Council and as vice minister,
               first of education and later of foreign affairs. He also wrote the words for the first
               Korean national anthem, later banned under the Japanese. But concern about his political
               activism led to his effective demotion to a series of provincial magistrate posts
               between 1899 and 1904. On returning to Seoul, he was acting foreign minister as Japan established the protectorate that would
               eventually lead to colonization.
            

            
            After the Japanese takeover of Korea in 1910, his father became a member of the Japanese
               colonial nobility; after his father’s death, Yun was sometimes referred to as Baron
               Yun but did not normally use the title. He was one of those arrested and charged in
               1911 for allegedly plotting the assassination of the governor-general. He was convicted but eventually released in 1915. From then
               on, while he remained active in missionary and educational circles, including the
               Korean Young Men’s Christian Association, he no longer opposed Japanese rule in Korea.
               He refused to join the 1919 Samil Undong (March First Movement) and advised cooperation with the colonial regime. This did not save him from being
               arrested along with other Protestant leaders in 1938 for suspected nationalist sympathies,
               but during World War II, he encouraged Koreans to join the Japanese armed forces.
               At the same time, he struggled to keep Chosen Christian College (now Yonsei University)
               open during the war years.
            

            
            His diaries are in the Emory University Library and have been published. They reveal
               his continued indignation at Western insensitivities to Koreans and to Korean customs.
               Yun’s educational and religious work and his involvement in the reform programs in the later Chosun dynasty sit uneasily
               with his later support for the colonial regime and make it difficult to fit him neatly
               into the narrative of Korea’s nationalism, but many South Koreans were reluctant to
               criticize him. One of those attending his funeral in December 1945 was the veteran
               nationalist Rhee Syngman, who had just returned from years of exile in the United States and who would become
               president of the Republic of Korea in 1948. The picture is clouded by the number of
               his relatives who were also active politically in both government and opposition after
               liberation. His half brother, Yun Chi-wang (1895–1982), graduated from the University
               of Glasgow in Great Britain in medicine in 1925 and joined the Severance Hospital in Seoul after his return to
               Korea. During the Korean War, he joined the Korean national defense forces’ medical services and retired with the rank of lieutenant general.
            

            
            See also AN CHANG-HO (1876–1938); COLLABORATION; JOURNALISM; YUN CHI-YOUNG (1898–1996); YUN PO-SON (1897–1990).
            

         

         
         	YUN CHI-YOUNG (1898–1996)

         
         	
            Yun Chi-young came from the same political family that produced Yun Chi-ho, the nationalist and later collaborator with Japan, and the liberal president Yun Po-son. Yun Chi-young studied at Waseda University in Japan, then in the United States at George Washington University and American University in Washington, D.C. He was
               an associate of Rhee Syngman and became a member of the National Assembly from its establishment in 1948; he was deputy speaker in 1949–1950. Rhee appointed
               him minister of home affairs in 1948–1949. He then disappeared from the political
               scene but reemerged as chair of President Park Chung-hee’s Democratic Republican Party (DRP) in 1963 and then mayor of Seoul from 1963 to 1966. He was again elected to the National Assembly in 1967. He was acting
               DRP chair from 1968 to 1970, when he was one of the first to argue that Park should
               stand for a third term as president. From 1970 to 1973, he was on the presidential
               advisory board. Yun also served on the National Unification Board from 1972 to 1974
               and on the Advisory Council on State Affairs under President Chun Doo-hwan from 1980 to 1988. Understandably, he and Yun Po-son did not see eye to eye.
            

         

         
         	YUN I-SANG (1917–1995)

         
         	
            Yun was perhaps the most famous Korean composer of the 20th century, but for most
               of his life he was more honored in North Korea than in the South. He was born in Tongyong, in South Kyongsang Province, where he
               began to write music at the age of 14. His father, Yun Ki-hyon (dates not known), was a poet. The younger
               Yun studied music in Japan, first at the Osaka Conservatory and then in Tokyo; his musical training was almost
               completely Western. As well as studying music, he was active in Korean revolutionary
               groups. This led to his imprisonment in 1943. He returned to Korea in 1945 and taught
               music at various places, including his hometown. After the Korean War, he taught at Seoul National University. Much of his early surviving work dates from
               this period. In 1955, Yun won a major award from the Seoul city government, which allowed him to resume his music studies in Paris in France and in Berlin in West Germany. There he acquired an international reputation, and his music was performed and recorded.
            

            
            In 1963, he visited North Korea. He did not seek South Korean approval for the visit, which as a South Korean citizen
               he was supposed to do, and thus he fell under suspicion. He remained in Berlin, funded
               by the Rockefeller Foundation in the United States from 1964. At this time, his music began to incorporate Korean traditions. In 1967,
               he and his wife, along with other South Koreans in Germany, were kidnapped by the
               then Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA; now the National Intelligence Service) and brought back to South Korea, accused of spying for the North. Yun was sentenced
               to life imprisonment, but following an international outcry, he was released after
               two years and allowed to return to Germany. His wife had been released earlier.
            

            
            Thereafter, Yun’s music became more political. He took German citizenship in 1971
               and taught in Hanover and Berlin, becoming a professor at the Berlin Hochschule in
               1973. He visited North Korea several times but never returned to the South, where
               his music was banned. He received many honors, including North Korea’s National Unification
               Prize. After his death in 1995, the changed political climate in the South led to
               increased interest in his music, which is now regularly performed in the South. He
               also remains popular in the North. A Yun I-sang music festival was held in North Korea
               in 1998, Pyongyang’s main concert hall is dedicated to his memory, and there is an annual series of
               concerts in his name.
            

            
            See also EAST BERLIN CASE; SONG DU-YUL (1944–).
            

         

         
         	YUN PO-SON (1897–1990)

         
         	
            Born into a former yangban family, Yun graduated from Edinburgh University in Great Britain with an MA degree in archaeology in 1930. He managed a family business and played
               no political role before 1945. In November 1945, he joined the Korean Independence Party, which had returned from China. South Korea’s first president, Rhee Syngman, appointed him mayor of Seoul in December 1948, but he only held the post until June 1949. He then served as the
               minister of trade and industry (1949–1950) but was becoming disillusioned with Rhee’s
               increasingly authoritarian rule. Elected to the National Assembly in 1954, he gained political importance as the chief representative of the opposition.
               In 1955, he was one of the founders of the opposition Democratic Party.
            

            
            In August 1960, following the overthrow of Rhee, the National Assembly elected him
               president of the Second Republic. He was thus president at the time of the military revolution of 16 May 1961. He remained in the office until March 1962. He then resigned the presidency in protest
               at the Political Purification Law and the activities of the Political Purification
               Committee. Yun ran for the presidency twice thereafter: first in 1963 as the candidate
               of the Civil Rule Party, and the second time in 1967 as the candidate of the New Democratic Party (NDP). He was a founder of the Civil Rule Party (1963) and the New Korea Party (1) (1966), and he helped found the NDP (1967). Under Park, he was twice convicted of
               trying to overthrow the government and received suspended sentences. After Park’s
               assassination in 1979, he was tried for organizing a pro-reform rally and again received a suspended
               sentence. Thereafter, he left party politics.
            

            
            At the instigation of Yun Po-son’s family, the University of Edinburgh organized a
               celebration of his association with the university in 2013 and invited speakers from
               Korea and Great Britain to participate. The occasion also saw the inauguration of
               what is planned to be a regular “Yun Po-son Memorial Lecture.”
            

         

         
         	YUSHIN RULE

         
         	
            Shortly after his reelection for the third time in April 1971 under the revised Constitution of 1969 and his inauguration on 1 July, President Park Chung-hee proceeded to tighten government control over the nation in view of the rapidly changing
               domestic and international situations, particularly in view of new developments in
               relations with North Korea. Then on 17 October 1972, Park proclaimed nationwide martial law, suspended some
               provisions of the Constitution, dissolved the National Assembly, and banned all political activities. This action became known as the “October Yushin” (revitalizing reform), ending the Third Republic and preparing for the coming of
               the Fourth Republic. Park claimed that his reasons for this action were “to have unity
               in order to have a dialogue with the North” and to deal with the “great changes” that
               had occurred on the international scene, a reference to improved relations between
               the United States and the Soviet Union (Russia) and China. Yushin was designed to remove politics from the vagaries of politicians and the
               electorate and to centralize policy making and the execution of functions in the hands
               of the president. In effect, Park staged a coup d’état against himself.
            

            
            Under the Yushin program, the government proposed a series of constitutional amendments, and on 21 November 1972 these were approved in a national referendum. A new electoral
               college, named the National Conference for Unification, was established, with 2,359 members elected by popular vote on 15 December 1972.
               The new electoral college elected Park president of the Fourth Republic, without any
               limit on his term of office. The Yushin Constitution was proclaimed on 12 December
               1972, and President Park took the oath of office as the eighth president. His assassination in October 1979 led to the formal end of the Yushin system, although elements of it
               lingered on under Presidents Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo.
            

            
            See also POLITICAL FRATERNAL SOCIETY FOR REVITALIZING REFORM.
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         	ZO ZAYANG (1926–2000)

         
         	
            A Korean folklorist who tried to preserve the traditions of shamanism in face of the relentless modernization of South Korea. He studied architecture and
               engineering at Harvard University in the United States, where he took a PhD, and practiced architecture for a time. From the 1970s onward,
               his focus was on the preservation of traditional folk painting, especially of tigers and the “Old Man of the Mountains.” To this end, he established
               the Emille Museum, near Seoul, in 1968. His efforts met with government opposition, especially under Park Chung-hee, for advocating “common” rather than aristocratic art, but in his later years, he
               found a more appreciative audience both officially and privately. He published a number
               of books on folk painting. The museum seems to have closed after his death, and his
               books are out of print.
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         Government organizational chart.

             Source: Korea Overseas Information Service 2019, http://www.korea.net/Government/Constitution-and-Government/Executive-Legislature-Judiciary
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                  Ho Chong (acting)
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                  Kwak Sang-hun (acting)
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                  August 1960–March 1962

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Park Chung-hee (acting)

               
               
               	
                  March 1962–December 1963

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Park Chung-hee

               
               
               	
                  December 1963–October 1979

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Choi Kyu-ha (acting)

               
               
               	
                  October 1979

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Choi Kyu-ha

               
               
               	
                  October 1979–August 1980

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Park Choong-hoon (acting)

               
               
               	
                  August 1980

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chun Doo-hwan

               
               
               	
                  September 1980–March 1981

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chun Doo-hwan

               
               
               	
                  March 1981–February 1988

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Roh Tae-woo

               
               
               	
                  February 1988–February 1993

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Young-sam

               
               
               	
                  February 1993–February 1998

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Dae-jung

               
               
               	
                  February 1998–February 2003

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Roh Moo-hyun

               
               
               	
                  February 2003–February 2008

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Myung-bak

               
               
               	
                  February 2008–February 2013

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Park Geun-hye

               
               
               	
                  February 2013–March 2017

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Moon Jie-in

               
               
               	
                  May 2017–

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Vice Presidents (Post Abolished in June 1960)

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Yi Si-yong

               
               
               	
                  August 1948–May 1951

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Song-su

               
               
               	
                  May 1951–May 1952

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ham Tae-yong

               
               
               	
                  August 1952–August 1956

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang Myon

               
               
               	
                  August 1956–April 1960

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Prime Ministers (No premiership between November 1954 and August 1960)

               
               
               	
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Yi Pom-sok

               
               
               	
                  July 1948–April 1950

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Shin Song-mo (acting)

               
               
               	
                  April–November 1950

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang Myon

               
               
               	
                  November 1950–April 1951

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ho Chong (acting)

               
               
               	
                  November 1951–April 1952

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Yun-yong (acting)

               
               
               	
                  April–May 1952

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang Taek-sang

               
               
               	
                  May–October 1952

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Paik Too-chin (acting)

               
               
               	
                  October 1952–April 1953

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Paik Too-chin

               
               
               	
                  April 1953–June 1954

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Pyun Yung-tai

               
               
               	
                  June–November 1954

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Paik Han-sung (acting)

               
               
               	
                  November 1954

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ho Chong

               
               
               	
                  April–August 1960

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang Myon

               
               
               	
                  August 1960–May 1961

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang To-yong

               
               
               	
                  May–July 1961

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Song Yo-chan

               
               
               	
                  July 1961–June 1962

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Hyun-chul

               
               
               	
                  June 1962–December 1963

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Choi Doo-son

               
               
               	
                  December 1963–May 1964

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chung Il-kwon

               
               
               	
                  May 1964–December 1970

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Paik Too-chin

               
               
               	
                  December 1970–June 1971

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Jong-pil

               
               
               	
                  June 1971–December 1975

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Choi Kyu-ha (acting)

               
               
               	
                  December 1975–March 1976

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Choi Kyu-ha

               
               
               	
                  March 1976–December 1979

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Shin Hyun-hwak

               
               
               	
                  December 1979–May 1980

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Park Choong-hoon (acting)

               
               
               	
                  May–September 1980

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Nam Duck-woo (acting)

               
               
               	
                  September 1980

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Nam Duck-woo

               
               
               	
                  September 1980–January 1982

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Yoo Chang-soon (acting)

               
               
               	
                  January 1982

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Yoo Chang-soon

               
               
               	
                  January–June 1982

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Sang-hyop (acting)

               
               
               	
                  June–September 1982

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Sang-hyop

               
               
               	
                  June 1982–October 1983

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chin Iee-chong (acting)

               
               
               	
                  October 1983

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chin Iee-chong

               
               
               	
                  October 1983–February 1985

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lho Shin-yong (acting)

               
               
               	
                  February–May 1985

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lho Shin-yong

               
               
               	
                  May 1985–May 1987

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Han-key (acting)

               
               
               	
                  May–June 1987

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Chung-yul (acting)

               
               
               	
                  July–August 1987

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Chung-yul

               
               
               	
                  August 1987–February 1988

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Hyun-jae (acting)

               
               
               	
                  February–March 1988

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Hyun-jae

               
               
               	
                  March–December 1988

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kang Young-hoon

               
               
               	
                  December 1988–December 1990

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Ro Jae-bong

               
               
               	
                  December 1990–May 1991

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chung Won-shik

               
               
               	
                  May 1991–October 1992

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Hyun Soong-jong

               
               
               	
                  October 1992–February 1993

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Hwang In-sung

               
               
               	
                  February–December 1993

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Hoi-chang

               
               
               	
                  December 1993–April 1994

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Yong-duk

               
               
               	
                  April–December 1994

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Hong-koo

               
               
               	
                  December 1994–December 1995

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Soo-sung

               
               
               	
                  December 1995–March 1997

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Goh Kun

               
               
               	
                  March 1997–March 1998

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Jong-pil (acting)

               
               
               	
                  March–August 1998

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Jong-pil

               
               
               	
                  August 1998–January 2000

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Park Tae-jong

               
               
               	
                  January–May 2000

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Hun-jai (acting)

               
               
               	
                  May 2000

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Han-dong (acting)

               
               
               	
                  May–June 2000

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Han-dong

               
               
               	
                  June 2000–July 2002

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang Sang (f) (acting)

               
               
               	
                  July 2002

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang Dae-whan (acting)

               
               
               	
                  August–September 2002

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Suk-soo (acting)

               
               
               	
                  September–October 2002

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Suk-soo

               
               
               	
                  October 2002–February 2003

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Goh Kun

               
               
               	
                  February 2003–May 2004

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Hae-chan

               
               
               	
                  June 2004–March 2006

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Han Myung-suk (f)

               
               
               	
                  April 2006–March 2007

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Han Duk-soo

               
               
               	
                  March 2007–February 2008

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Han Sung-soo

               
               
               	
                  February 2008–September 2009

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Chang Un-chan

               
               
               	
                  September 2009–August 2010

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Kim Hwang-sik

               
               
               	
                  October 2010–February 2013

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Jung Hong-won

               
               
               	
                  February 2013–February 2015

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Wan-koo

               
               
               	
                  February 2015–April 2015

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Choi Kyoung-hwa (acting)

               
               
               	
                  April–June 2015

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Choi Kyoung-hwa

               
               
               	
                  June 2015–March 2017

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Hwang Kyo-ahn

               
               
               	
                  March 2017–May 2017

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Yoo Il-ho (acting)

               
               
               	
                  May 2017

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Lee Nak-yeon

               
               
               	
                  May 2017–

               
            

         
      

      

      
      
   
      Appendix C

      
         
         Presidential Elections

         
         
         
      

      
      Nineteen  presidential elections were held between 20 July 1948 and 9 May 2017. The
         dates, number of eligible voters, number of votes cast, and method of election are
         listed in the following chart:
      

      
         
         
         
         
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
               
            
            
               
            
            
               
            
            
               
            
            
               
               
                  	
                     
                     Date

                  
                  
                  	
                     Electorate

                  
                  
                  	
                     Votes

                  
                  
                  	
                     Elected by

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     20 July 1948

                  
                  
                  	
                     198

                  
                  
                  	
                     196

                  
                  
                  	
                     National Assembly

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     5 Aug. 1952

                  
                  
                  	
                     8,259,428

                  
                  
                  	
                     7,275,883

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     15 May 1956

                  
                  
                  	
                     9,606,870

                  
                  
                  	
                     9,067,063

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     (15 March 1960*)

                  
                  
                  	
                     11,196,490

                  
                  
                  	
                     10,862,272

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     12 Aug. 1960

                  
                  
                  	
                     263

                  
                  
                  	
                     258

                  
                  
                  	
                     National Assembly

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     15 Oct. 1963

                  
                  
                  	
                     12,985,015

                  
                  
                  	
                     11,036,075

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     3 May 1967

                  
                  
                  	
                     13,035,093

                  
                  
                  	
                     11,645,215

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     27 April 1971

                  
                  
                  	
                     15,552,236

                  
                  
                  	
                     12,147,824

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     23 Dec. 1972

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,359

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,359

                  
                  
                  	
                     Nat. Conf. for Unification**

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     6 July 1978

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,578

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,578

                  
                  
                  	
                     Nat. Conf. for Unification

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     6 Dec. 1979

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,560

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,549

                  
                  
                  	
                     Nat. Conf. for Unification

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     27 Aug. 1980

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,540

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,525

                  
                  
                  	
                     Nat. Conf. for Unification

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     25 Feb. 1981

                  
                  
                  	
                     5,277

                  
                  
                  	
                     5,274

                  
                  
                  	
                     Presidential Electoral College***

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     16 Dec. 1987

                  
                  
                  	
                     25,873,624

                  
                  
                  	
                     23,070,748

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     18 Dec. 1992

                  
                  
                  	
                     29,422,658

                  
                  
                  	
                     24,096,643

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     18 Dec. 1997

                  
                  
                  	
                     32,290,416

                  
                  
                  	
                     25,642,438

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     18 Dec. 2002

                  
                  
                  	
                     34,991,529

                  
                  
                  	
                     24,784,963

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     19 Dec. 2007

                  
                  
                  	
                     37,653,518

                  
                  
                  	
                     23,732,858

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     19 Dec. 2012

                  
                  
                  	
                     40,507,842

                  
                  
                  	
                     30,721,459

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     9 May 2017

                  
                  
                  	
                     42,479,710

                  
                  
                  	
                     32,807,908

                  
                  
                  	
                     Popular vote

                  
               

            
         

         

      

      
      
   
      Appendix D

      
         
         National Assembly Elections

         
         
         
      

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
               
            
            
               
            
            
               
            
            
               
            
            
               
            
            
               
               
                  	
                     
                     Date

                  
                  
                  	
                     Seats

                  
                  
                  	
                     Candidates

                  
                  
                  	
                     Eligible Voters

                  
                  
                  	
                     Votes Cast

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     10 May 1948

                  
                  
                  	
                     300*

                  
                  
                  	
                     942

                  
                  
                  	
                     7,840,871

                  
                  
                  	
                     7,497,649

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     30 May 1950

                  
                  
                  	
                     210

                  
                  
                  	
                     2,227

                  
                  
                  	
                     8,434,737

                  
                  
                  	
                     7,752,076

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     20 May 1954

                  
                  
                  	
                     203

                  
                  
                  	
                     1,207

                  
                  
                  	
                     8,446,509

                  
                  
                  	
                     7,698,380

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     2 May 1958

                  
                  
                  	
                     233

                  
                  
                  	
                     841

                  
                  
                  	
                     10,164,328

                  
                  
                  	
                     8,923,905

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     29 July 1960**

                  
                  
                  	
                      

                  
                  
                  	
                      

                  
                  
                  	
                      

                  
                  
                  	
                      

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     Lower House

                  
                  
                  	
                     233

                  
                  
                  	
                     1,518

                  
                  
                  	
                     13,344,149

                  
                  
                  	
                     9,778,921

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     Upper House

                  
                  
                  	
                     58

                  
                  
                  	
                     210

                  
                  
                  	
                     13,344,191

                  
                  
                  	
                     9,747,688

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     26 Nov. 1963

                  
                  
                  	
                     175

                  
                  
                  	
                     976

                  
                  
                  	
                     13,344,191

                  
                  
                  	
                     9,622,183

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     8 Jul. 1967

                  
                  
                  	
                     175

                  
                  
                  	
                     821

                  
                  
                  	
                     14,717354

                  
                  
                  	
                     11,203,317

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     25 May 1971

                  
                  
                  	
                     204

                  
                  
                  	
                     696

                  
                  
                  	
                     16,616,258

                  
                  
                  	
                     11,430,202

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     27 Feb. 1973

                  
                  
                  	
                     219+

                  
                  
                  	
                     339

                  
                  
                  	
                     15,690,130

                  
                  
                  	
                     11,196,484

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     12 Dec. 1978

                  
                  
                  	
                     231++

                  
                  
                  	
                      

                  
                  
                  	
                     19,489,490

                  
                  
                  	
                     15,029,387

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     25 Mar. 1981

                  
                  
                  	
                     276+++

                  
                  
                  	
                     634

                  
                  
                  	
                     20,909,210

                  
                  
                  	
                     15,403,151

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     12 Feb. 1985

                  
                  
                  	
                     276+++

                  
                  
                  	
                     440

                  
                  
                  	
                     23,987,930

                  
                  
                  	
                     20,290,867

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     26 Feb. 1988

                  
                  
                  	
                     299+++

                  
                  
                  	
                     1,045

                  
                  
                  	
                     26,198,205

                  
                  
                  	
                     19,853,890

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     24 Mar. 1992

                  
                  
                  	
                     299+++

                  
                  
                  	
                     1,052

                  
                  
                  	
                     29,003,828

                  
                  
                  	
                     20,844,403

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     11 Apr. 1996

                  
                  
                  	
                     299+++

                  
                  
                  	
                     n/a

                  
                  
                  	
                     31,491,070

                  
                  
                  	
                     20,122,799

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     13 Apr. 2000

                  
                  
                  	
                     273+++

                  
                  
                  	
                     n/a

                  
                  
                  	
                     33,748,844

                  
                  
                  	
                     19,473,083

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     30 May 2004

                  
                  
                  	
                     299

                  
                  
                  	
                     n/a

                  
                  
                  	
                     33,482,387

                  
                  
                  	
                     19,156,515

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     9 Apr. 2008

                  
                  
                  	
                     299

                  
                  
                  	
                     n/a

                  
                  
                  	
                     37,796,518

                  
                  
                  	
                     17,389,206

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     11 Apr. 2012

                  
                  
                  	
                     300

                  
                  
                  	
                     1,090

                  
                  
                  	
                     40,205055

                  
                  
                  	
                     21,815,420

                  
               

               
               
                  	
                     
                     13 Apr. 2016

                  
                  
                  	
                     300

                  
                  
                  	
                     n/a

                  
                  
                  	
                     41,383,569

                  
                  
                  	
                     24,002,420

                  
               

            
         

         

         
      

      
      
   
      Appendix E

      
         
         North–South Joint Declaration, 4 July 1972

         
         
         
      

      
      Lee Hu-Rak, director of the Central Intelligence Agency in Seoul, visited Pyongyang
         in the period from May 2 to 5, 1972, and had talks with Kim Yong Ju, director of the
         Organization and Guidance Department of Pyongyang, and Vice-Premier Park Sung Chul,
         acting on behalf of Director Kim Yong Ju, visited Seoul in the period from May 29
         to June 1, 1972, and held further talks with Director Lee Hu-Rak.
      

      
      With the common desire of achieving the peaceful unification of the nation as early
         as possible, the two sides engaged in a frank and openhearted exchange of views during
         these talks and made great progress towards promoting mutual understanding.
      

      
      In an effort to remove the misunderstandings and mistrust, and mitigate the heightened
         tensions that have arisen between the South and the North as a consequence of their
         long period of division and moreover to expedite unification, the two sides reached
         full agreement in respect of the following issues.
      

      
      1. The two sides agreed on the following principles as a basis of achieving unification:
         
      

      
      
         	
            
            First, unification shall be achieved independently, without depending on foreign powers
               and without foreign interference. 
            

            
         

         
         	
            Second, unification shall be achieved through peaceful means, without resorting to
               the use of force against each other; 
            

            
         

         
         	
            Third, a great national unity shall be sought first, transcending differences in ideas,
               ideologies, and systems.
            

            
         

         
      

      
      2. In order to ease tensions and foster an atmosphere of mutual trust between the
         South and the North, the two sides have agreed not to slander or defame each other,
         not to undertake military provocations, whether on a large or small scale, and to
         take positive measures to prevent inadvertent military incidents.
      

      
      3. In order to restore severed national ties, promote mutual understanding, and to
         expedite independent peaceful unification, the two sides have agreed to carry out
         numerous exchanges in various fields.
      

      
      4. The two sides have agreed to actively cooperate in seeking the early success of
         the South–North Red Cross talks, which are currently in progress with the fervent
         support of the entire nation.
      

      
      5. In order to prevent the outbreak of unexpected military incidents and to deal directly,
         promptly, and accurately with problems arising between the South and the North, the
         two sides have agreed to install a direct telephone line between Seoul and Pyongyang.
      

      
      6. In order to implement the above items, to solve various problems existing between
         the South and the North, and to settle the unification problem on the basis of the
         agreed principles for unification, the two sides have agreed to establish and operate
         a South–North Coordinating Committee co-chaired by Director Lee Hu Rak and Director
         Kim Yong Ju.
      

      
      7. Firmly convinced that the above items of agreement correspond with the common aspirations
         of the entire Korean people, all of whom who are anxious for an early unification,
         the two sides solemnly pledge before the entire Korean nation to faithfully carry
         out these agreed items.
      

      
       

      
      Agreed upon July 4th 1972

      
      Lee Hu-Rak, South side delegate,

      
      Kim Yong Ju North side delegate

      
       

      (NB. There are slight variations of wording, but not of meaning, in the texts issued
         by the two sides. In addition, in versions issued by the DPRK, North and Pyongyang
         come first and South and Seoul second.)
      

      
      
   
      Appendix F

      
         
         Text of the December 1991 Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and Exchanges
            and Cooperation between the South and the North
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Preamble

      
      Whereas in keeping with the yearning of the entire people for the peaceful unification
         of the divided land, the South and the North reaffirm the unification principles enunciated
         in the 4 July (1972) South–North Joint Communiqué;
      

      
      Whereas both parties are determined to resolve political and military confrontation
         and achieve national reconciliation; Whereas both desire to promote multi-faceted
         exchanges and cooperation to advance common national interests and prosperity;
      

      
      Whereas both recognize that their relations constitute a special provisional relationship
         geared to unification; and Whereas both pledge to exert joint efforts to achieve peaceful
         and unification;
      

      
      Therefore, the parties hereto agree as follows:

      
      South–North Reconciliation

      
      
         	
            Article 1: The South and the North shall respect each other’s political and social
               system.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 2: Both parties shall not interfere in each other’s internal affairs.

            
         

         
         	
            Article 3: Both parties shall not slander and vilify each other.

            
         

         
         	
            Article 4: Both parties shall not attempt in any manner to sabotage and subvert the
               other.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 5: Both parties shall endeavor to transform the present armistice into a firm
               state of peace between the South and the North and shall abide by the present Military
               Armistice Agreement (of 27 July 1953) until such time as such a state of peace has
               taken hold.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 6: Both parties shall cease confrontation on the international stage and shall
               cooperate and endeavor together to promote national interests and esteem.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 7: To ensure close consultation and liaison between both parties, a South–North
               liaison office shall be established at Panmunjom within three months of the effective
               date of this Agreement.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 8: A South–North Political Subcommittee shall be established within the framework
               of the Inter-Korean High Level Talks within one month of the effective date of this
               Agreement with a view to discussing concrete measures to ensure the implementation
               and observance of the accords on South–North reconciliation.
            

            
         

         
      

      
      
      South–North Nonaggression

      
      
         	
            Article 9: Both parties shall not use armed force against each other and shall not
               make armed aggression against each other.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 10: Differences of opinion and disputes arising between the two parties shall
               be peacefully resolved through dialogue and negotiations.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 11: The South–North demarcation line for non-aggression shall be identical
               with the Military Demarcation Line specified in the Military Armistice Agreement of
               July 27, 1953, and the areas that have been under the jurisdiction of each party respectively
               thereunder until the present.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 12: To abide by and guarantee nonaggression, the two parties shall create
               a South–North Joint Military Committee within three months of the effective date of
               this Agreement. The said Committee shall discuss and carry out steps to build military
               confidence and realize arms reductions, including the mutual notification and control
               of major movements of military units and major military exercises, the peaceful utilization
               of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), exchanges of military personnel and information,
               phased reductions in armaments including the elimination of weapons of mass destruction
               and surprise attack capabilities, and verifications thereof.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 13: A telephone hotline shall be installed between the military authorities
               of both sides to prevent accidental armed clashes and other military emergencies and
               avoid their escalation.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 14: A South–North Military Subcommittee shall be established within the framework
               of the Inter-Korean High-Level Talks within one month of the effective date of this
               Agreement in order to discuss concrete measures to ensure the implementation and observance
               of accords on nonaggression and to resolve military confrontation.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 15: To promote an integrated and balanced development of the national economy
               and the welfare of the entire people, both parties shall conduct economic exchanges
               and cooperation, including joint development of resources, trade in goods as a kind
               of domestic commerce and joint investment in industrial projects.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 16: Both parties shall carry out exchanges and cooperation in diverse fields,
               including science, technology, education, literature, the arts, health, sports, the
               environment and publishing and journalism, including newspapers, radio, television
               and publications in general.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 17: Both parties shall guarantee residents of their respective areas free
               inter-Korean travel and contacts.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 18: Both parties shall permit free correspondence, reunions and visits between
               family members and other relatives dispersed South and North, shall promote the reconstitution
               of divided families on their own and shall take measures to resolve other humanitarian
               issues.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 19: Both sides shall reconnect railroads and roads that have been cut off
               and shall open South–North land, sea and air transport routes.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 20: Both parties shall establish and link facilities needed for South–North
               postal and telecommunications services and shall guarantee the confidentiality of
               inter-Korean mail and telecommunications.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 21: Both parties shall cooperate on the international stage in the economic,
               cultural and various other fields and carry out joint business undertakings abroad.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 22: To implement accords on exchanges and cooperation in the economic, cultural
               and various other fields, both parties shall establish joint committees for specific
               sectors, including a South–North Economic Exchanges and Cooperation Committee, within
               three months of the effective date of this Agreement.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 23: A South–North Exchanges and Cooperation Subcommittee shall be established
               within the framework of the Inter-Korean High-Level Talks within one month of the
               effective date of this Agreement with a view to discussing concrete measures to ensure
               the implementation and observance of the accords on South–North exchanges and cooperation.
            

            
         

         
      

      
      
      Amendments and Effectuation

      
      
         	
            Article 24. This Agreement may be amended or supplemented by concurrence between both
               parties.
            

            
         

         
         	
            Article 25: This Agreement shall enter into force as of the day both parties exchange
               instruments of ratification following the completion of their respective procedures
               for bringing it into effect.
            

            
         

         
      

      
      Note: The document above is an official translation of the Agreement by the South
         Korean government, as exchanged at the sixth round of the high-level (premiers) talks
         held in Pyongyang, 18–21 February 1992.
      

      
      
   
      Appendix G

      
         
         North–South Joint Declaration of 15 June 2000

         
         
         
      

      
      True to the noble will of all the fellow countrymen for the peaceful reunification
         of the country, Chairman Kim Jong-il of the National Defense Commission of the Democratic
         People’s Republic of Korea and President Kim Dae-jung of the Republic of Korea had
         a historic meeting and summit in Pyongyang from 13–15 June 2000.
      

      
      The heads of the North and the South, considering that the recent meeting and summit—the
         first of their kind in history of the division—are events of weighty importance in
         promoting mutual understanding, developing inter-Korean relations, and achieving peaceful
         reunification, declare as follows:
      

      
      
         	
            
            The North and the South agreed to solve the question of the country’s reunification
               independently by the concerted efforts of the Korean nation responsible for it.
            

         

         
         	
            The North and the South, recognizing that a proposal for federation of lower stage
               advanced by the North side and a proposal for confederation put forth by the South
               side for the reunification of the country have elements in common, agreed to work
               for the reunification in this direction in the future.
            

         

         
         	
            The North and the South agreed to settle humanitarian issues, including the exchange
               of visiting groups of separated families and relatives and the issue of unconverted
               long-term prisoners, as early as possible on the occasion of 15 August this year.
            

         

         
         	
            The North and the South agreed to promote the balanced development of the national
               economy through economic cooperation and build mutual confidence by activating cooperation
               and exchanges in all fields, social, cultural, athletic, public health, environmental
               and so on.
            

         

         
         	
            The North and the South agreed to hold dialogues between the authorities as soon as
               possible to implement the above-mentioned agreed upon points in the near future.
            

         

      

      
      President Kim Dae-jung cordially invited Chairman Kim Jong-il DPRK National Defense
         Commission to visit Seoul and Chairman Kim Jong-il agreed to visit Seoul at an appropriate
         time in the future.
      

       

      15 June 2000

      
      Kim Jong-il, Chairman of the National Defense Commission, DPPRK

      
      Kim Dae-jung, President of the Republic of Korea

      
      
   
      Appendix H

      
         
         Panmunjom Declaration, 27 April 2018

         
         
         
      

      
      Note that the ROK version uses Panmunjeom and Gaesong and the DPRK version uses Panmunjom
         and Kaesong.
      

      
      Panmunjom Declaration for Peace, Prosperity and Unification of the Korean Peninsula

      
      During this momentous period of historical transformation on the Korean Peninsula,
         reflecting the enduring aspiration of the Korean people for peace, prosperity and
         unification, President Moon Jae-in of the Republic of Korea and Chairman Kim Jong
         Un of the State Affairs Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea held
         an Inter-Korean Summit Meeting at the ‘Peace House’ at Panmunjom on April 27, 2018.
      

      
      The two leaders solemnly declared before the 80 million Korean people and the whole
         world that there will be no more war on the Korean Peninsula and thus a new era of
         peace has begun.
      

      
      The two leaders, sharing the firm commitment to bring a swift end to the Cold War
         relic of longstanding division and confrontation, to boldly approach a new era of
         national reconciliation, peace and prosperity, and to improve and cultivate inter-Korean
         relations in a more active manner, declared at this historic site of Panmunjom as
         follows:
      

      
      1. South and North Korea will reconnect the blood relations of the people and bring
         forward the future of co-prosperity and unification led by Koreans by facilitating
         comprehensive and groundbreaking advancement in inter-Korean relations. Improving
         and cultivating inter-Korean relations is the prevalent desire of the whole nation
         and the urgent calling of the times that cannot be held back any further.
      

      
      
         	
            South and North Korea affirmed the principle of determining the destiny of the Korean
               nation on their own accord and agreed to bring forth the watershed moment for the
               improvement of inter-Korean relations by fully implementing all existing agreements
               and declarations adopted between the two sides thus far.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to hold dialogue and negotiations in various fields including
               at high level, and to take active measures for the implementation of the agreements
               reached at the Summit.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to establish a joint liaison office with resident representatives
               of both sides in the Kaesong region in order to facilitate close consultation between
               the authorities as well as smooth exchanges and cooperation between the peoples.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to encourage more active cooperation, exchanges, visits
               and contacts at all levels in order to rejuvenate the sense of national reconciliation
               and unity. Between South and North, the two sides will encourage the atmosphere of
               amity and cooperation by actively staging various joint events on the dates that hold
               special meaning for both South and North Korea, such as June 15, in which participants
               from all levels, including central and local governments, parliaments, political parties,
               and civil organizations, will be involved. On the international front, the two sides
               agreed to demonstrate their collective wisdom, talents, and solidarity by jointly
               participating in international sports events such as the 2018 Asian Games.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to endeavor to swiftly resolve the humanitarian issues
               that resulted from the division of the nation, and to convene the Inter-Korean Red
               Cross Meeting to discuss and solve various issues including the reunion of separated
               families. In this vein, South and North Korea agreed to proceed with reunion programs
               for the separated families on the occasion of the National Liberation Day of August
               15 this year.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to actively implement the projects previously agreed
               in the 2007 October 4 Declaration, in order to promote balanced economic growth and
               co-prosperity of the nation. As a first step, the two sides agreed to adopt practical
               steps towards the connection and modernization of the railways and roads on the eastern
               transportation corridor as well as between Seoul and Sinuiju for their utilization.
            

            
         

         
      

      
      2. South and North Korea will make joint efforts to alleviate the acute military tension
         and practically eliminate the danger of war on the Korean Peninsula. Alleviating the
         military tension and eliminating the danger of war is a highly significant challenge
         directly linked to the fate of the Korean people and also a vital task in guaranteeing
         their peaceful and stable lives.
      

      
      
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to completely cease all hostile acts against each other
               in every domain, including land, air and sea, that are the source of military tension
               and conflict. In this vein, the two sides agreed to transform the demilitarized zone
               into a peace zone in a genuine sense by ceasing as of May 1 this year all hostile
               acts and eliminating their means, including broadcasting through loudspeakers and
               distribution of leaflets, in the areas along the Military Demarcation Line.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to devise a practical scheme to turn the areas around
               the Northern Limit Line in the West Sea into a maritime peace zone in order to prevent
               accidental military clashes and guarantee safe fishing activities.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to take various military measures to ensure active mutual
               cooperation, exchanges, visits and contacts. The two sides agreed to hold frequent
               meetings between military authorities, including the Defense Ministers Meeting, in
               order to immediately discuss and solve military issues that arise between them. In
               this regard, the two sides agreed to first convene military talks at the rank of general
               in May.
            

            
         

         
      

      
      3. South and North Korea will actively cooperate to establish a permanent and solid
         peace regime on the Korean Peninsula. Bringing an end to the current unnatural state
         of armistice and establishing a robust peace regime on the Korean Peninsula is a historical
         mission that must not be delayed any further.
      

      
      
         	
            South and North Korea reaffirmed the Nonaggression Agreement that precludes the use
               of force in any form against each other, and agreed to strictly adhere to this Agreement.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea agreed to carry out disarmament in a phased manner, as military
               tension is alleviated and substantial progress is made in military confidence-building.
            

            
         

         
         	
            During this year that marks the 65th anniversary of the Armistice, South and North
               Korea agreed to actively pursue trilateral meetings involving the two Koreas and the
               United States, or quadrilateral meetings involving the two Koreas, the United States
               and China with a view to declaring an end to the War, turning the armistice into a
               peace treaty, and establishing a permanent and solid peace regime.
            

            
         

         
         	
            South and North Korea confirmed the common goal of realizing, through complete denuclearization,
               a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula. South and North Korea shared the view that the measures
               being initiated by North Korea are very meaningful and crucial for the denuclearization
               of the Korean Peninsula and agreed to carry out their respective roles and responsibilities
               in this regard. South and North Korea agreed to actively seek the support and cooperation
               of the international community for the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.
            

            
         

         
      

      
      
      The two leaders agreed, through regular meetings and direct telephone conversations,
         to hold frequent and candid discussions on issues vital to the nation, to strengthen
         mutual trust and to jointly endeavor to strengthen the positive momentum towards continuous
         advancement of inter-Korean relations as well as peace, prosperity and unification
         of the Korean Peninsula.
      

      
      In this context, President Moon Jae-in agreed to visit Pyongyang this fall.

      
       

      

      
      April 27, 2018

      
      Done in Panmunjom

      
      Moon Jae-in

      
      President, Republic of Korea

      
      Kim Jong Un, Chairman, State Affairs Commission, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

      
       

      

      
      Source: Japan Times, 27 April 2018, https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/04/27/national/politics-diplomacy/full-text-panmunjom-declaration/#.W4GCidSU1kg.
      

      
      
   
      Bibliography

      
         
         
         
      

      
      Contents

      

      Introduction

      
      While this bibliography is based on that originally devised by Professor Nahm for
         the first edition of this book, I have amended the order and introduced some new headings
         so that areas that were not previously covered or that were perhaps not sufficiently
         distinctive now have their own subheadings. The categories are of course only a rough
         guide; many works could fit into more than one section. Fields such as anthropology
         and sociology are particularly difficult to sort out, but there is also overlap between
         contemporary history and diplomatic and foreign affairs. By and large, I have kept
         the original entries, but I have removed a few that are now out of date. I have also
         added some older books that were missed in the past. 
      

      
      Even in the four years since the last edition, there has been a continued expansion
         in publications on things Korean, and I hope that this new work is adequately represented
         here. The spread of the internet has made books published in South Korea more readily
         available. Overseas links between major Korean and foreign publishers also help. The
         quality of Korean publishing has also markedly improved, with better standards of
         proofreading and conformity to international norms. To take one example of the change,
         all Korean publishers in English now appear to have ISBNs for their books, which is
         another aid to tracking down and ordering them.
      

      
      The Korean War has continued to fade somewhat from scholarly attention, although there
         is still a steady stream of popular works on the subject. Among scholars, the burst
         of new publications that followed the opening of archives covering the years 1945
         to 1955 has given way to new interpretations of the material. Partial availability
         of new material from China, the former Soviet Union, and Eastern Europe has led to
         reinterpretation of early assessments. To an extent, the question of security around
         the Korean Peninsula has replaced the Korean War as a focus, with many books and articles
         dealing with issues such as North Korea’s nuclear program. There is also, however,
         plenty of new writing on political, economic, and social developments in South Korea,
         which are now reflected in the bibliography. Those who wish to read more about North
         Korea (the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) should consult the bibliography
         in the most recent edition of my Historical Dictionary of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (2019) in this series.
      

      
      Only after Korea’s liberation from Japanese rule in 1945 did Korean studies begin
         to emerge as a distinct discipline in the West. Until then, the study of Korea had
         been very limited, with many seeing Korea politically and culturally as a part of
         the Chinese world up to 1894, then under Japanese domination, and eventually a Japanese
         colony. The Korea Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (KBRAS), founded by expatriates
         in Seoul in 1900 and still functioning, was an early pioneer of scholarship on Korea,
         and some of its early material can still be read with profit. Some of this has been
         made available in Discovering Korea at the Start of the Twentieth Century (2011) by the current (2019) president of the society, Brother Anthony of Taizé, formerly
         of Sogang University and often known by his Korean name, An Sonjae. Brother Anthony
         is also a distinguished and prolific translator of Korean poetry.
      

      
      Brother Anthony has also added to our knowledge of early publishing on Korea in his
         paper “How the West First Learned about Korea,” published in KBRAS Transactions 87 (2012): 117–58. In addition, his home page contains links to hundreds of early
         books and articles about Korea that are available online (http://hompi.sogang.ac.kr/anthony/BooksKorea.htm).
      

      
      The first book written by a westerner on Korea was Hendrick Hamel’s An Account of the Ship Wreck of a Dutch Vessel on the Coast of the Isle of Quelpart,
            Together with a Description of the Kingdom of Corea, published in Amsterdam and Rotterdam in 1668. In 1704, an English version, edited
         by John Churchill, was published in London, but generally Korea remained terra incognita
         for most Western people.
      

      
      At the end of the 18th century appeared A Voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean . . . by the British naval explorer William Broughton, a rather dull book but one that gave
         an account of his visit to the Pusan area in 1797. It was followed by two books recording
         an 1816 visit to Korea by other British ships: Basil Hall’s Voyage to Corea and the Island of Loo-choo (London, 1817; often reprinted) and John M’Leod’s Narrative of a Voyage in His Majesty’s Late Ship Alceste . . . (London, 1817). Other books of exploration followed. Charles Dallet published his
         important work, Histoire de l’église de Corée . . . in Paris in 1874, partly based on French missionary letters. It was followed by Leon
         de Rosny’s Les Coréens, aperçu ethnologique et historique (Paris, 1886) and Ernest Oppert’s A Forbidden Land: Voyages to the Corea (London, 1880). Some of these works appeared in the United States, but the first properly
         American work on Korea was William Elliot Griffis’s Corea: The Hermit Nation (New York, 1882), followed by Percival Lowell’s Choson, the Land of Morning Calm: A Sketch of Korea (Boston, 1888). Griffis’s book is something of a curiosity. It enjoyed great popularity
         and introduced the term “Hermit Nation” or “Hermit Kingdom” to describe Korea, a term
         that has remained in popular usage ever since. Yet Griffis, who was a teacher in Japan,
         had not visited Korea when he wrote his book and relied heavily on Japanese accounts
         of the country. (He addressed the KBRAS in 1927, which may have been his first and
         only visit to Korea.) In the late 1890s and early 1900s, British (including Canadians
         and others from the British Empire) and American missionaries and diplomats published
         more books about Korea, thus increasing knowledge about the peninsula in the West.
         Much early writing about the peninsula is covered in the works by Underwood and Gompertz,
         published by the Korea Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (see the bibliography).
      

      
      After the Japanese annexation of Korea in 1910, Western publications about Korea were
         comparatively rare. (Most of what was published up to the mid-1920s is listed in Oskar
         Nachod’s massive compilation, Bibliography of the Japanese Empire 1906–1926, published in two volumes in London and Leipzig in 1928.) The Japanese government,
         as well as the Japanese colonial Government-General of Korea, published numerous English-language
         publications. Many of these were for propaganda purposes, designed to create a positive
         view of Japanese rule, but they often contain useful statistics. Koreans in exile,
         such as Henry Chung, author of The Case of Korea: A Collection of Evidence on the Japanese Domination of Korea, and
            on the Development of the Korean Independence Movement, provided new insights on Korea under the Japanese.
      

      
      Since 1945, the division of the peninsula, the Korean War, South Korea’s economic
         development, and the continued tension between the two Koreas, as well as a widespread
         interest in Korean art and popular culture, have all contributed to a growing interest
         in Korean studies. Like other new fields, Korean studies sometimes lacked balance
         in their development, but they have developed rapidly in recent decades, filling the
         gap that used to exist in certain areas. These developments are, I hope, reflected
         in this bibliography, which aims to assist further research and reading. Most of what
         is included is in English. When books are unavailable, journal articles and doctoral
         dissertations have been substituted.
      

      
      Readers should also be aware of the huge amount of material on both Koreas that is
         now available on the internet. Korean newspapers have their own websites, and several
         are available in English versions. The South Korean government provides much information
         online, as do a number of South Korean embassies; the website of the Washington, D.C.,
         embassy is particularly good. Many educational institutions maintain websites, making
         available bibliographies, photographic collections, and other useful sources of information.
         Some universities even include whole courses on their websites. A selection of such
         sites, covering all fields, appears as the final section of this bibliography. However,
         even government websites have a habit of changing and altering, so this list should
         be regarded only as a guide. A good search engine will often produce additional information.
         In the last edition, a few CD-ROMs were also listed, but in general, more modern technology
         has led to the disappearance of the CD-ROM.
      

      
      In updating the bibliography for this new edition, I have kept much of what Professor
         Nahm included, even if some of the material may seem relatively obscure. But he knew
         the older literature rather better than I do, and it seems sensible to continue to
         draw on that scholarly knowledge.
      

      
      The following works, in addition to Nachod’s mentioned previously, provide further
         information on source materials in Korean studies. Institute of Asian Studies, Seoul
         National University, Korean Studies Today: Development and State of the Field (Seoul, 1970), includes bibliographical essays on ancient arts, dramatic arts, classical
         literature, modern literature, customs and folklore, history, economy, science, sociology,
         traditional music, traditional political and legal systems, religion, linguistics,
         and philosophy. Each section has its own bibliography that mainly includes works by
         Korean and Japanese authors.
      

      
      Korean National Committee of Historical Science, Historical Studies in Korea: Recent Trends and Bibliography (1945–1973) (Seoul, 1975), is an English-language guide that covers works by Koreans living in
         Korea. It provides authors’ names and titles of books in Chinese. It is divided into
         three parts: Korean history, Eastern history, and Western history.
      

      
      Han-kyo Kim, ed., Studies on Korea: A Scholar’s Guide (Honolulu, 1980), is an important guide that includes English-, French-, German-,
         and other European-language materials such as books, journal articles, doctoral dissertations,
         and master’s theses. It is divided into the following sections: bibliographies, handbooks,
         journals, and other publications; archaeology; history (up to 1945, including the
         history of science); philosophy and religion; language and linguistics; literature
         and folklore; art, music, and dance; education; geography and natural environment;
         people, family, and society; the economic system; government and politics; the legal
         system; international relations and national reunification; North Korea; and Russian-language
         materials. Each section, edited by one or more editors, has a brief bibliographical
         essay.
      

      
      Frank Hoffman, Matthew J. Christensen, and Kirk W. Lansen, comps., The Harvard Korean Studies Bibliography: 80,000 References on Korea (Cambridge, Mass., 1999; CD-ROM), covers a vast amount of material, covering all aspects
         of Korea as reflected in Western languages from the first publications in the 18th
         century to 1997. About one-quarter of the material, mostly journal articles, is annotated.
         To some extent, it has been replaced by material on Hoffman’s Korea Portal at https://koreanstudies.com/.
      

      
      The ongoing Korean History: A Bibliography, which is compiled by Kenneth R. Robinson and is available on the web at http://www.hawaii.edu/korea/biblio/BiblioOpen.html,
         is another valuable resource. (Note that this is a different URL from that in the
         previous edition.)
      

      
      Readers should also consult the Bibliography of Asian Studies (Ann Arbor, Mich.: Association for Asian Studies), which has been produced by the
         American Association for Asian Studies since 1941 and lists book-length studies of
         Asia. The main emphasis is on history, politics, and economics. Since 1991, the print
         edition has been replaced by an online version; see http://www.aasianst.org/aboutbas.htm.
         A scholar closely associated with this bibliography is Frank Joseph Shulman, who is
         working on the multivolume A Century of Doctoral Dissertations on Korea, 1903–2004.
      

      
      Most areas of Korean studies now have a reasonably up-to-date body of works for the
         reader to consult. As well as those noted here, most useful is the Yonhap News Agency’s
         Korea Annual, whose subtitle, “A Comprehensive Handbook on Korea,” has become more accurate in
         recent years since it now includes a relatively dispassionate section on North Korea.
         It is usually available from late August in the year stated on the cover and contains
         information up to the early part of that year. It is a descriptive handbook, a directory
         of organizations, and a biographical dictionary in one.
      

      
      Looking at more specialist works, perhaps the one area where there is a real lack
         is geography. Here it is still necessary to consult books such as Shannon McCune’s
         Korea’s Heritage: A Regional & Social Geography (1956) and the essays in his Views of the Geography of Korea 1935–1960 (1980), Patricia Bartz’s South Korea (1962), or even the much older work by Hermann Lautensach, originally published in
         German in the 1940s but reissued in an English translation in 1988. The Academy of
         Korean Studies published a short volume in 2016 (listed below), and a very simple
         introduction to the subject can be found at https://asiasociety.org/education/geography-korea.
         Occasional articles supplement such works, but it is surprising that there has not
         been more published, given the huge changes that have taken place in the South Korean
         landscape.
      

      
      New guidebooks appear all the time. The only recommendation, given the rapid pace
         of change in South Korea, is to use the latest available. One positive development
         is the appearance of local guides to cities such as Taegu and Pusan; up until recently,
         only Seoul tended to have such a luxury, and even now the coverage of other areas
         of the country is limited. Information can be obtained from the internet, but the
         coverage and the quality are variable. 
      

      
      Among recent books on art, Jane Portal’s Korea: Art and Archaeology (2000) marked the opening of a Korean Gallery in London’s British Museum, while Robert
         Moes’s Auspicious Spirits: Korean Folk Painting and Related Objects (1983) covers a subject often neglected. Jane Portal moved on to the Museum of Fine
         Arts in Boston, Massachusetts, and is producing works based on that museum’s Korean
         collection. An important recent work is Kim Youngna’s 20th Century Korean Art, published in 2005. Charlotte Horlyck’s Korean Art: From the 19th Century to the Present appeared in 2017.
      

      
      South Korea’s economic development has produced many studies. Much useful information
         is available from government publications, including annual statistics. These can
         also be had from the South Korean Government Statistical Office website, although
         this is not always easy to navigate. A popular account of how South Korea did it can
         be found in Robert P. Kearney’s The Warrior Worker: The History and Challenge of South Korea’s Economic Miracle (1991). One growing area is the study of women in South Korea’s economic development.
         Here Gender Division of Labor in Korea (1994), edited by Cho Hyoung and Chang Pil-wha, is helpful. The 1997–1998 and mid-2000s
         economic crises are probably best followed and analyzed via web materials. For those
         who can get hold of it, Korea Rebuilds: From Crisis to Opportunity, published by the East Asia Analytical Unit of the Australian Department of Foreign
         Affairs and Trade in 1999, is a good start for understanding the earlier case. There
         are a number of popular accounts, such as veteran journalist Don Kirk’s Korean Crisis: Unraveling of the Miracle in the IMF Era, which appeared in 2000. These have rarely proved accurate in the light of South
         Korea’s eventual recovery from 1997–1998 and its impressive performance during the
         second major economic crisis of recent years in the period from 2007 onward. The British
         academic Dr. Judith Cherry has written a number of works covering aspects of that
         recovery. The two books by Tom Conyer and Jang Song-hon cited in the bibliography
         on doing business in Korea also provide information on economic developments, as do
         studies of Samsung and Hyundai.
      

      
      The number of general histories has continued to grow. The most readable is probably
         Bruce Cuming’s Korea’s Place in the Sun (1997). Cumings is often seen as a controversial historian, but in this elegant work,
         he provides a good general history in a pleasing style. To get a feel for Korean source
         material, the reader should turn to two collections, both of them two volumes. The
         first is Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, edited by Peter H. Lee (1993 and 1996), and the second is Sources of Korean Tradition (1997 and 2000), edited by Choe Yongho, William Theodore de Bary, and Peter H. Lee.
         Korea: A Historical and Cultural Dictionary (1999), by Keith Pratt and Richard Rutt, with additional material by James Hoare,
         is a useful handbook to accompany all these volumes.
      

      
      Work on the Korean War has produced a huge literature, especially but not exclusively
         on the diplomatic context. Accessible to most readers will be James E. Hoare and Susan
         Pares, Conflict in Korea: An Encyclopedia (1999), which also covers the relationship between the two Koreas since the war, and
         Encyclopedia of the Korean War: A Political, Social and Military History (2000), edited by Spencer C. Tucker. In 2005, Scarecrow Press produced the equally
         accessible The A–Z of the Korean War by Paul M. Edwards, who has also produced a Historical Dictionary of the Korean War (2nd ed., 2010). For a South Korean perspective on the war, there is The Korean War, edited by the Korea Institute of Military History (3 vols., 1997–1999). In recent
         years, Allan R. Millett has produced a series of studies of the war that provide new
         insights. William Stueck’s two studies of the international dimensions of the war,
         The Korean War: An International History (1995) and Rethinking the Korean War: A New Diplomatic and Strategic History (2002), while attracting some debate, are well worth reading.
      

      
      South Korean politics are well covered, though often in conference-derived volumes,
         which are not always an easy read. John Oh’s two books, Democracy on Trial (1968) and Korean Politics: The Quest for Democratization and Development (1999), explain the political landscape up to the end of the 1990s with much detail
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         University of Leiden in the Netherlands.
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WHO REALLY

GIVES YOU MORE?

Some leading car manufacturers may promise more. But
there’s one who really delivers the goods.

Hyundai that's who.

More equipment, more models.
_—

With a wealth of big features and higher specifications, the X2
outclasses its class.

There’s a range of spacious 3 and 5 door hatchbacks or 4 door
saloons.

Different engines sizes and trim levels mean there’s an X2 to
fit your lifestyle.

Coming from the world’s largest single car plant, every
X2 brings with it an attitude of thought, a quality
of build and provides a unique package that lives up to the

highest accolades.

More safety.

For safety’s sake and greater protection in accidents,

anti-intrusion side impact bars are fitted in every x2!

For the same reason, the steering column is collapsible.

And all models have energy-absorbing crumple zones.

A 3 year unlimited mileage warranty, a 3 year
paintwork warranty and 6 year anti-perforation body warranty
are included.

Plus you get a full 3 year Rescue and Recovery service
including home-start, vehicle recovery, car hire, 24-hour helpline

and roadside assistance - even if you get a puncture.

More affordable.

The X2 from £6,499 for the 1.3 3 door Sonnet to £9,299
for the X2 GSi 4 door. There’s only one car manufacturer
who guarantees you so much.

High Tech. High Spec. Hyundai.
That's who. ‘ ‘

- D,
HYLUNDAI

For more information ‘phone free

now on 0800 800 444

HYUNDAI. THAT’S WHO.

HYUNDAI CAR DISTRIBUTORS (UK) LIMITED, RYDER STREET, WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS, 870 0. TEL: 0215222882, A SUBSIDIARY OF LM. GROUP LIMITED. SEE YOUR DEALER FOR WARRANTIES. 793 MODEL YEAR CARS ONLY. PRICES AND VEHICLE

SPECIFICATION CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS, EXCLUDE STANDARD DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES CHARGE OF £395.98 PLUS ROAD FUND LICENCE (UK MAINLAND ONLY). CAR ILLUSTRATED X2 GSi.
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var gPosition = 0;
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var gPageCount = 0;
var gClientHeight = null;
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function getPosition()
{
	return gPosition;
}

function getProgress()
{
	return gProgress;
}

function getPageCount()
{
	return gPageCount;
}

function getCurrentPage()
{
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}

/**
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 */

function setupBookColumns()
{
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	body.marginTop = 0;
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	var bi = document.getElementById('book-inner').style;
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	gPageCount = document.body.scrollWidth / window.innerWidth;

	// Adjust the page count to 1 in case the initial bool-columns.clientHeight is less than the height of the screen. We only do this once.2

	if (gClientHeight < (window.innerHeight-kMaxFont)) {
		gPageCount = 1;
	}
}

/**
 * Columnize the document and move to the first page. The position and progress are reset/initialized
 * to 0. This should be the initial pagination request when the document is initially shown.
 */

function paginate()
{	
	// Get the height of the page. We do this only once. In setupBookColumns we compare this
	// value to the height of the window and then decide wether to force the page count to one.
	
	if (gClientHeight == undefined) {
		gClientHeight = document.getElementById('book-columns').clientHeight;
	}
	
	setupBookColumns();
}

/**
 * Paginate the document again and maintain the current progress. This needs to be used when
 * the content view changes size. For example because of orientation changes. The page count
 * and current page are recalculated based on the current progress.
 */

function paginateAndMaintainProgress()
{
	var savedProgress = gProgress;
	setupBookColumns();
	goProgress(savedProgress);
}

/**
 * Update the progress based on the current page and page count. The progress is calculated
 * based on the top left position of the page. So the first page is 0% and the last page is
 * always below 1.0.
 */

function updateProgress()
{
	gProgress = (gCurrentPage - 1.0) / gPageCount;
}

/**
 * Move a page back if possible. The position, progress and page count are updated accordingly.
 */

function goBack()
{
	if (gCurrentPage > 1)
	{
		gCurrentPage--;
		gPosition -= window.innerWidth;
		window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
		updateProgress();
	}
}

/**
 * Move a page forward if possible. The position, progress and page count are updated accordingly.
 */

function goForward()
{
	if (gCurrentPage < gPageCount)
	{
		gCurrentPage++;
		gPosition += window.innerWidth;
		window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
		updateProgress();
	}
}

/**
 * Move directly to a page. Remember that there are no real page numbers in a reflowed
 * EPUB document. Use this only in the context of the current document.
 */

function goPage(pageNumber)
{
	if (pageNumber > 0 && pageNumber <= gPageCount)
	{
		gCurrentPage = pageNumber;
		gPosition = (gCurrentPage - 1) * window.innerWidth;
		window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
		updateProgress();
	}
}

/**
 * Go the the page with respect to progress. Assume everything has been setup.
 */

function goProgress(progress)
{
	progress += 0.0001;
	
	var progressPerPage = 1.0 / gPageCount;
	var newPage = 0;
	
	for (var page = 0; page < gPageCount; page++) {
		var low = page * progressPerPage;
		var high = low + progressPerPage;
		if (progress >= low && progress < high) {
			newPage = page;
			break;
		}
	}
		
	gCurrentPage = newPage + 1;
	gPosition = (gCurrentPage - 1) * window.innerWidth;
	window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
	updateProgress();		
}

//Set font family
function setFontFamily(newFont) {
	document.body.style.fontFamily = newFont + " !important";
	paginateAndMaintainProgress();
}

//Sets font size to a relative size
function setFontSize(toSize) {
	document.getElementById('book-inner').style.fontSize = toSize + "em !important";
	paginateAndMaintainProgress();
}

//Sets line height relative to font size
function setLineHeight(toHeight) {
	document.getElementById('book-inner').style.lineHeight = toHeight + "em !important";
	paginateAndMaintainProgress();
}

//Enables night reading mode
function enableNightReading() {
	document.body.style.backgroundColor = "#000000";
	var theDiv = document.getElementById('book-inner');
	theDiv.style.color = "#ffffff";
	
	var anchorTags;
	anchorTags = theDiv.getElementsByTagName('a');
	
	for (var i = 0; i < anchorTags.length; i++) {
		anchorTags[i].style.color = "#ffffff";
	}
}



images/50-F01-001.tif.jpg





images/86-F01-037.tif.jpg





images/55-F01-006.tif.jpg





images/87-F03-001.tif.jpg
Government Organization Chart

Office of the Office of

National Security

Board of Audit and Inspection
National Intelligence Service
Korea Communications Commission

Office for Government Policy Coordination

Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs -
Ministry of Personnel Management
Ministry of Government Legislation

Ministry of Food and Drug Safety

National Tax Service

Korea Customs

Public Procurement

National Fire Agency
Cultural Heritage

Ministry of Economy
and Finance

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Science
and ICT

Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

Ministry of Unification

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of National
Defense

* Ministry of the Interior

and Safety

Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Tourism

National Human
Presidential

Rights Commission
Security Service PR

National Security Council

- National Unification Advisory Council

National Economic Advisory Council

Presidential Advisory Council on
Science and Technology

Office of the Prime Minister

Korea Fair Trade Commission
Financial Services Commission

C

Anti-corruption and Civil Rights
'ommission

Nuclear Safety and Security Commission

~ Ministry of Agriculture,

Food and Rural Affairs

Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Energy

~ Ministry of Health and

Welfare

Ministry of Environment

~ Ministry of Employment
and Labor

Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family

Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and

Transport

~ Ministry of Oceans and
Fisheries

~ Ministry of SMEs and

Startups

Rural Development
Administration

Korea Forest Service

Korean Intellectual
Property Office





images/78-F01-029.tif.jpg





images/60-F01-011.tif.jpg
T\E OF 5g,
%ﬂ : M“‘Q/
2285-255 A 195y






images/61-F01-012.tif.jpg





images/64-F01-015.tif.jpg





images/54-F01-005.tif.jpg





images/77-F01-028.tif.jpg
oLk

The Children 5% o

e 304)





images/79-F01-030.tif.jpg





