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			AUGUST 15—JUDY GARLAND TRIUMPHS IN THE WIZARD OF OZ. Sixteen-year-old Garland had been featured in six films before she played Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, but the singer-actress didn’t become a full-fledged screen star until this 1939 film classic. MGM gave her prominent billing in this poster, one of three that were designed for the first release of the movie. Paramount Pictures / Photofest © Paramount Pictures
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			Introduction

			A Chronicle of a Remarkable Year

		

		
			During the year 1939, Hollywood released 510 feature-length movies. This is an impressive number even during the Depression when moviegoing was very high. But what is much more impressive is what is on that list of 510 films. It includes dozens of Hollywood classics in all genres, including westerns (Stagecoach and Destry Rides Again), musicals (Babes in Arms and The Wizard of Oz), crime dramas (The Roaring Twenties and Each Dawn I Die), historic adventures (Gunga Din and Drums along the Mohawk), biographies (The Story of Alexander Graham Bell and Young Mr. Lincoln), horror thrillers (Son of Frankenstein and The Hound of the Baskervilles), literary adaptations (The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Goodbye Mr. Chips), comedies (The Women and Ninotchka), great romances (Intermezzo and Wuthering Heights), vibrant action films (Beau Geste and Union Pacific), taut dramas (Golden Boy and Of Mice and Men), juvenile vehicles (The Little Princess and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn), patriotic stories (Nurse Edith Cavell and Mr. Smith Goes to Washington), weepy melodramas (Dark Victory and Made for Each Other), spectacular epics (The Rains Came and Gone with the Wind), and popular series featuring Andy Hardy, Blondie, the Cisco Kid, Dr. Kildare, Henry Aldrich, Charlie Chan, Buck Rogers, Mr. Moto, Nancy Drew, Dr. Christian, the Saint, and the Thin Man. If ever a Golden Age could be compressed into a single year, 1939 was that year.

			The reasons for such an abundance of riches have been proposed by many film historians. The explanations range from the waning of the Depression, the maturity of the studio system, and the political climate both in the United States and around the world, to the success of some of FDR’s relief programs and the presence of so many talented film artists at the peak of their powers. Yet none of these explanations are fully satisfying and 1939 remains a mysterious and wonderful phenomenon in which America turned out so many great films. Mark A. Vieira, in his 2013 book Majestic Hollywood: The Greatest Films of 1939, looks at fifty movies. The fact that fifty films from one year can be labeled “great” says something about the quality product Hollywood turned out that year. But what of the other 460 feature films that were released in 1939? They include popular comedies and melodramas that have not stood the test of time, many B westerns that had no trouble finding an audience, and dozens of first-rate movies that are still commendable even if they are not included with the four-star features. To understand the Hollywood and the moviegoing public of 1939, one must consider all of these films as well. Just as importantly, one needs to know what was going on in the United States and around the world to understand the context in which these movies were viewed.

			This book is a chronology of 1939 that attempts to look at the movies and the world in which they were released. (All premieres took place in Southern California unless otherwise noted.) It includes descriptions and commentary on all 510 feature films as well as notable shorts, cartoons, and foreign films. Major news events (national and international) are described, as well as minor curiosities or news items that would prove to be more important in the future. The activities on Broadway, on radio, and in the music business, literature, and other arts are included, as well as noteworthy sporting events. The goal is to create a picture of 1939 that emphasizes Hollywood movies without viewing them in a vacuum. Only then can one understand the full impact an Andy Hardy movie or Mr. Smith Goes to Washington had on the moviegoing public in 1939. With war clouds gathering across Europe and Americans confused and anxious about how it will affect them, escapist works like The Wizard of Oz and The Little Princess start to make more sense. The Depression had been a way of life for a decade, and the public’s weariness and frustration resulted in such different films as The Women and Drums along the Mohawk. And what of the biggest hit of the year, Gone with the Wind? Such a superb movie would have been a success in any year (as proven by its continued popularity) but when that film was released in December of 1939, war had begun in Europe and no one watching Gone with the Wind in America could be unaware that the near future promised events as harrowing as those on the screen.

			Perhaps an acceptable reason for 1939 being a banner year for Hollywood is that it was a watershed year for the history of the twentieth century. Great art has often come from times of strife and chaos. Yet Hollywood did not provide nearly as many great films during the war years as it did during 1939. So the mystery remains. Luckily, so do most of the films. The year 1939 is long past, but just about all of those 510 movies survive, and many of them continue to astonish us with their Hollywood magic.
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			Prologue

			New Year’s Eve, 1938

		

		
			What were Americans celebrating on the last day of 1938? The reasons for rejoicing were few. The ten-year anniversary of the stock market crash of October 1929 was approaching, but the Depression was far from over. For the ten million Americans still out of work, hard times had not gotten any better. The total population of the United States was only 131 million, so, calculating the workforce in the nation, unemployment was at 17.2 percent. Of course, this number was not as devastating as the unemployment rate of 24.9 percent in 1933, the darkest year of the Depression. Franklin Roosevelt’s relief programs, such as the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the National Recovery Administration (NRA), had certainly helped, but the federal budget for 1939 was only $9.14 billion, so such programs were limited in funds and, consequently, in impact. Many such efforts in the New Deal provided more psychological comfort than monetary relief. It would take a world war before the United States was finally able to lick the Depression.

			That war was percolating in Europe and in Asia, but many Americans tried their best to ignore it. FDR had promised neutrality, and most Americans agreed with him. But for the ten million Jews in the United States it was a different matter. Adolf Hitler had come to absolute power in 1933, and the years since then only increased the tension in Europe. The dictator’s overt condemnation of the Jews as the reason for Germany’s financial woes was reported on around the world. For the Jews in America, many of whom had relatives and friends in Germany, the threats were more than political rhetoric. In 1935, Benito Mussolini had made his imperial intentions clear and invaded Abyssinia (later Ethiopia). The next year the Spanish Civil War broke out and a third dictator, General Francisco Franco, was defending Fascism in Europe. Some Americans were very vocal about the rise of Fascism overseas, but most were too preoccupied with their own troubles to be overly concerned. Even more distant and foreign to Americans was the situation in Asia. Japan had been steadily building up its military machine and in 1931 invaded China, eager for the rich natural resources in Manchuria. By 1937 it was an outright war in Asia, and the reports of the atrocities committed in the Second Sino-Japanese War were too horrible to believe, so many Americans didn’t believe them and tried to deal with their own difficult lives.

			The prices of many items dropped during the 1930s and those who had money could afford big ticket items. The average cost of a new car was $700 in 1939 (and gasoline was a mere ten cents a gallon), and the average price of a new house was $3,800. But these kinds of purchases were far out of reach for most Americans. The average annual income for those with jobs was $1,730, and such individuals were usually supporting an immediate family, aging parents, and other relatives. So even the everyday costs added up quickly. In 1939, a loaf of bread cost eight cents and the admission price for a matinee at the neighborhood movie house was five cents (ten cents at night). Many Americans sacrificed one for the other. The fancy movie palaces downtown cost more but often included some live entertainment. For many, this was a special-occasion purchase. Going to the movies was a bargain if you considered what you got for your money. One could see the main feature film, a second feature (usually a low-budget B movie), a newsreel, a cartoon, and perhaps a short subject or travelogue. And if it was cold or rainy outside, patrons just stayed inside and watched the whole program over again. Kids could see their favorite movie serial on Saturday mornings and stay late into the afternoon.

			Hollywood was far from immune to the Depression, though as a business it fared better than most. Moviegoing had reached a peak in the 1920s, when the magnificent movie palaces were built in large and small cities. When the stock market crashed in 1929, attendance dropped. But Tinsel Town was saved by the growing interest in talking pictures as the early musicals, comedies, and dramas caught on with the public. While movie attendance in the Depression could not match that of the Roaring Twenties, it held steady, as the studios economized even as they continued to offer hundreds of films each year. Hollywood also helped Americans get through hard times with movies that were escapist. It is remarkable how much moviegoers in the 1930s enjoyed screwball comedies about mindless upper-class folk who lived in impossibly beautiful houses or penthouse apartments. The studios also offered “Depression-chasers,” optimistic films about overcoming adversity and finding happiness for all. The Shirley Temple musicals were the most popular of these optimistic movies, but there were many others as well. Since the Hollywood studios often owned movie houses across the nation, the drop in attendance hurt them doubly. Movie houses sometimes offered gimmicks to get people into the seats. In the big downtown cinemas, star appearances and other live entertainment helped draw in the crowds. In some of the small neighborhood houses, a free dish was given away each week with the purchase of a movie ticket; regular attendance could result in a complete set of dishes.

			So what were Americans celebrating on New Year’s Eve as they awaited the arrival of 1939? Probably an improvement over the past and hope for a better future. Few could have guessed that the year would be a pivotal one in history. The face of Europe would change and much of the rest of the world would be directly influenced by it. And it is unlikely anyone in Hollywood or elsewhere could have foreseen that 1939 would be a high-water mark for the American cinema.
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			January

			
				
					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	The Bronze Buckaroo

					5	Homicide Bureau

					5	Code of the Fearless

					6	Fighting Thoroughbreds

					6	Long Shot

					6	Water Rustlers

					6	Disbarred

					6	Stand Up and Fight

					6	Pacific Liner

					6	There’s That Woman Again

					7	King of the Underworld (NYC)

					7	Devil’s Island

					10	The Mysterious Miss X

					11	Arrest Bulldog Drummond

					12	The Thundering West

					13	Son of Frankenstein

					13	The Great Man Votes

					13	Honor of the West

					13	Trigger Pals

					13	Burn ’Em Up O’Connor

					15	Feud of the Range

					17	Scouts to the Rescue

					18	Convict’s Code

					19	Frontiers of ’49

					20	Mr. Moto’s Last Warning

					20	Ambush

					20	Arizona Legion

					20	Ride ’Em, Cowgirl

					21	They Made Me a Criminal   (NYC)

					21	Off the Record

					23	Pride of the Navy

					24	Gunga Din

					24	North of Shanghai

					25	Paris Honeymoon (NYC)

					25	Drifting Westward

					27	Idiot’s Delight

					27	The Lone Wolf Spy Hunt

					27	Boy Trouble

					27	Four Girls in White

					28	Flying G-Men

				

			

		

		
			Sunday, January 1

			While much of America awoke to hangovers and New Year’s resolutions, “Silicon Valley” was born. David Packard and William Reddington Hewlett, two electrical engineers who met while attending Stanford University, set up their new electronics company in a one-car garage in Palo Alto, California. They tossed a coin to see whose name should be first in the company’s name. William won and Hewlett-Packard was founded. The two-man operation would grow into an international corporation and a forerunner in computer technology.    

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					JANUARY 1—FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT ON THE AIR. The year 1939 marked FDR’s sixth year in the White House and during those six years progress had been made in battling the Depression. But the battle was still far from won. In the meantime, FDR kept Americans informed and encouraged with his Fireside Chats, in which he discussed everything from the banking crisis to his pet dog, Fala. Library of Congress (Harris & Ewing Collection)

				

			

			————

			Only one film opened, and it was a curiosity seen mostly in African American neighborhood theatres. The Bronze Buckaroo was the first of three B musical westerns featuring the singing cowboy Bob Blake as played by the African American baritone Herb Jeffries. Labeled a “race picture” in its day, The Bronze Buckaroo is a low-budget western with a handful of songs sung by Jeffries and the singing quartet the Four Tones. The plot, about Bob Blake and his men looking for a kidnapped rancher, is routine except for the character of Slim Perkins (F. E. Miller) who uses ventriloquism to cheat at cards and trick the kidnappers. Miller was an African American performer from vaudeville and Broadway who did his own vocal tricks in the film.

			Monday, January 2

			Whenever the first of January falls on a Sunday, the popular college football Rose Bowl is held on January 2, as it was in 1939. It was the twenty-fifth Rose Bowl game and the University of Southern California beat Duke University 7–3. Also in Pasadena that day was the fiftieth anniversary of the Tournament of Roses parade. Box office favorite Shirley Temple was that year’s Grand Marshall.

			A landmark in American publishing quietly began when publishers Richard L. Simon, M. Lincoln Schuster, and Robert de Graff released a paperback edition of James Hilton’s novel Lost Horizon under their new company, Pocket Books. Inspired by the British publishing company Penguin Books, which had begun in 1935, Pocket Books was the first American publisher to offer low-cost, mass-marketed paperbacks of new and old classics. Also released on that day were Pocket editions of Agatha Christie’s The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights, Samuel Butler’s The Way of All Flesh, Thornton Wilder’s The Bridge of San Luis Rey, Felix Salten’s Bambi, and Dorothea Brande’s Wake Up and Live. Pocket Books was a success from the start and changed the way Americans read books.

			Tuesday, January 3

			Tennis superstar Don Budge, who the year before was the first athlete to win the tennis Grand Slam or Majors (Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon, and U.S. Open), today defeated the world champion Ellsworth Vines at Madison Square Garden in New York City.

			On Broadway, a rare African American drama opened and was a surprise hit. Mamba’s Daughters was written by Dorothy and DuBose Heyward, white authors who had previously written the drama Porgy (1927) which became the opera Porgy and Bess (1935). Ethel Waters, famous for her performances in musical revues, starred as a strong-willed plantation worker who murders the gambler who raped her daughter then kills herself. Most critics dismissed the play as just another “Negro melodrama,” but both black and white audiences wanted to see Waters and the play ran twenty weeks.

			Wednesday, January 4

			In Nazi Germany, Hermann Göring, the president of the Reichstag and the man who had founded the Gestapo in 1933, named Reinhard Heydrich the head of Jewish Emigration. The euphemistic name of the office hid the truth of the deportation and elimination of Jews in Germany. In essence, the Holocaust starts here. Heydrich, whom Hitler described as a “man with an iron heart,” would become one of the chief architects of the genocide to follow. The growing persecution of Jews in Europe was not among the topics FDR spoke of during his annual State of the Union address to Congress. His only allusion to Europe was his resolve for the United States to remain neutral should war break out overseas.

			Thursday, January 5

			Amelia Earhart, the beloved aviator and celebrity, was officially declared dead although no body was ever found. Earhart and her copilot Fred Noonan, on a series of flights around the world, had last made radio contact over the Pacific on July 2, 1937. Search and rescue efforts continued for seventeen days before being called off. Earhart’s husband George Putnam requested to have the usual seven-year waiting period for “death in absentia” waived so he could settle her finances.

			Novelist Irwin Shaw turned to the theatre with his play The Gentle People, which opened on Broadway starring Franchot Tone. The drama was about a humble Jew (Sam Jaffe) and a Greek cook (Roman Bohnen) who take revenge on a gangster (Tone). The play ran eighteen weeks and in 1941 was turned into the movie Out of the Fog with John Garfield as the mobster.

			————

			Homicide Bureau was a B police melodrama from Columbia Pictures that is most remembered for a brief appearance by an unknown Rita Hayworth. Bruce Cabot plays a homicide detective who goes outside of the law to get a murder confession from some gangsters. The action-packed melodrama had plenty of twists in the plot and offered some vigorous characters. Hayworth plays a forensic expert at police headquarters who uses her chemistry expertise to solve the crime. It was Hayworth’s thirteenth Hollywood movie and her first role with some substance. Some point to Homicide Bureau as the first film in the genre “crime forensics” which would be popular on television six decades later.

			The low-budget Code of the Fearless released by Spectrum Pictures was a B musical western featuring the singing cowboy Fred Scott, who played ranger Fred Jamison. When he is suspected of being a member of a gang headed by Red Kane (John Merton), Fred is kicked out of the Rangers and has to prove himself innocent. Scott found time to sing three cowboy ballads before the happy ending.

			Friday, January 6

			Joe Arridy, a twenty-three-year-old mentally disabled man, was executed in the Colorado gas chamber for the rape and murder of a fifteen-year-old high school girl in Pueblo. Under coercion by the police, Arridy had confessed to the crime; when an axe was found near the crime scene, he was convinced by the police that he had used it on his victim. The child-like Arridy was found guilty and spent his time on Death Row playing with a toy train given to him by the warden. Seventy-two years later, Arridy was officially pardoned when an investigation found he was not in Pueblo at the time of the murder and that his confession was forced from him.

			Blue Note Records, a major label in the jazz genre, was cofounded by Alfred Lion and Max Margulies with the company’s first studio recording session on this date. The boogie-woogie pianists Meade Lux Lewis and Albert Ammons were the artists who recorded at the session; by the end of the year, Blue Note Records had a hit with Sidney Bechet’s “Summertime.”

			————

			Of the seven films released, two were about horse racing. Republic’s Fighting Thoroughbreds concerned a champion stallion that is secretly mated to a mare owned by a rival horse breeder and the resulting colt grows up to win the Kentucky Derby. Ralph Byrd and Mary Carlisle led the lackluster cast, but the film was often stolen by George “Gabby” Hayes as the old-timer Gramps Montrose. The busy Hayes appeared in twelve 1939 movies.

			Another minor league studio, Grand National Pictures, offered a better equine feature, Long Shot. Horse breeder Henry Sharon (Harry Davenport) always sees his horses lose on the track because his rival Lew Ralston (C. Henry Gordon) has bribed all of Sharon’s jockeys to throw each race. Also under Ralston’s thumb is Jeff Clayton (Gordon Jones), who is in love with Sharon’s granddaughter Martha (Marsha Hunt). The convoluted plot has Sharon’s horse released into the wild only to be discovered by Clayton and raced in the Santa Anita Handicap. Much of the horse racing was taken from stock newsreel footage and seen in other Hollywood films of the era.

			Grand National’s other release was the western Water Rustlers, which featured the novelty of a singing cowgirl (Dorothy Page). The mining mogul Robert Weyland (Stanley Price) dams up the river that provides water for the cattle ranchers downstream. After failing to stop Weyland in court, rancher Shirley Martin (Page) takes matters into her own hands and blows up the dam with dynamite. In addition to singing three songs, Shirley also rode like the wind, roped like a pro, and even rescued the leading man (Dave O’Brien) from drowning using some expert lasso maneuvers.

			The offerings by the big-time studios were only slightly better. Paramount’s crime drama Disbarred was about corruption in the legal profession and the way crooked lawyers managed to keep criminals out of jail. After he is disbarred by the American Bar Association, the conniving Tyler Craden (Otto Kruger) gets even by training the young attorney Joan Carroll (Gail Patrick) how to use legal tricks to allow gangsters to go free. She wins a series of cases for the Mob, but, with the help of assistant DA Bradley Kent (Robert Preston), Carroll sees the error of her ways and joins in the fight against crime.

			MGM’s release was Stand Up and Fight, a costume drama set in 1844. When the young plantation owner Blake Cantrell (Robert Taylor) goes bankrupt and has to sell his Maryland estate and the slaves who work it, he goes out West and works for a stagecoach company run by Captain Boss Starkey (Wallace Beery) and owned by young Susan Griffith (Florence Rice). Cantrell discovers the company is also in the business of capturing escaped slaves and returning them to their owners. The injustice of it turns Cantrell into an abolitionist. W. S. Van Dyke directed the unusual drama, which was filled with strong performances by the leads as well as by Charles Bickford, Helen Broderick, Claudia Morgan, and Charley Grapewin.

			Also unusual was RKO’s melodrama Pacific Liner about a cholera epidemic aboard a ship sailing from Shanghai to San Francisco. The ship’s Dr. Craig (Chester Morris) wants to quarantine the engine room crew below but the chief engineer Crusher McKay (Victor McLaglen) fights him at every turn. Barry Fitzgerald, Wendy Barrie, Alan Hale, Halliwell Hobbes, and John Wray were among the other unfortunate actors aboard. RKO spent a bundle on the ship, so when the movie failed at the box office the studio later used the same set pieces for The Ghost Ship (1943).

			The only comedy release was Columbia’s There’s That Woman Again starring Melvyn Douglas and Virginia Bruce as a sleuthing married couple. Private eye Bill Reardon (Douglas) is investigating a case of stolen jewelry when his wife, Sally (Bruce), decides to do some crime detection on her own. The film was a sequel to There’s Always a Woman (1938) in which Melvyn was married to Joan Blondell and the two solved a murder case. An obvious attempt to replicate The Thin Man series, the Columbia films did not catch on and plans for subsequent movies featuring the Reardons were scrapped.

			Saturday, January 7

			After twenty-two years in prison, labor agitator Thomas Mooney was pardoned and released. He had been convicted of organizing and executing a bombing in San Francisco in 1916. A review of the case revealed perjured testimony and the withholding of evidence in his favor. In poor health from his years in jail, Mooney died two years later at the age of fifty-nine.

			In Germany, the Nazi battleship Scharnhorst was commissioned. The ship was later sunk by the British in the Battle of North Cape in 1943.

			————

			Humphrey Bogart, who appeared in seven movies released in 1939, gave a particularly offbeat performance in King of the Underworld, a Warner Brothers gangster film with a plot full of holes. The thick-headed mobster Joe Gurney (Bogart) thinks he is some kind of genius and wants the world to know it so he kidnaps writer Bill Stevens (James Stephenson) and dictates to him a glowing biography of himself. Gurney is brought down by a woman doctor (Kay Francis) who, in one of the era’s silliest conclusions, convinces Gurney and his cohorts that they will go blind if they don’t allow her to help them with her special serum. Bogart is both funny and devious in the role and Francis gave one of her better performances as well.

			While The King of the Underworld premiered in New York City, Warner Brothers’ California opening was Devil’s Island, a B movie melodrama in which Boris Karloff gave a subdued performance as a renowned brain surgeon. Unjustly sent to Devil’s Island, Dr. Charles Gaudet (Karloff) protests the inhuman conditions of the French penal colony, so the brutal commandant, Col. Lucien, condemns the doctor to death. But when Lucien’s daughter is in an accident, only Gaudet can save her. Lucien was played with fervor by James Stephenson, the kidnapped writer in the day’s other release, King of the Underworld. Because the real Devil’s Island was still in operation at the time, the French government thought the film anti-French and banned not only Devil’s Island but all Warner Brothers movies. Before long, France fell to Nazi Germany and no American movies from any studio were seen there.

			Sunday, January 8

			The radio anthology program The Screen Guild Theatre premiered on CBS-Radio. Sponsored by Gulf Oil, the weekly show featured movie stars (members of the Screen Actors Guild) heard in abridged dramatizations of noted plays and films. Under various titles, the program ran until 1952.

			Monday, January 9

			The new Reich Chancellery, the home of the chancellor of Germany, was inaugurated in Berlin. The impressive Roman-influenced building was designed by Albert Speer and built to Hitler’s specifications. It was damaged during the bombing of Berlin and was demolished by the Soviets in 1945.

			Tuesday, January 10

			British prime minister Neville Chamberlain met with French ministers in Paris and assured them that Great Britain would side with France should Italy attempt to lay claim on French territorial possessions.

			The Irish drama The White Steed by Paul Vincent Carroll opened on Broadway and enjoyed a modest success. Barry Fitzgerald played a kindly old canon who is nearly replaced by a stern religious fanatic (George Coulouris) before the parishioners, led by a young and unknown Jessica Tandy, take matters into their own hands.

			————

			Republic Pictures released the better-than-average crime comedy The Mysterious Miss X, which had a clever plot and some enjoyable characters. Two actors (Chick Chandler and Michael Whalen) are suspected of committing a murder in a small town because they were staying in the hotel room next to where the deed was done. Going through the actors’ luggage, the local police come across a letter stating that they are undercover British police investigators. The letter is only a prop from a play but the police believe it and so the actors play along and help with the case. The light-hearted romp also featured a romance between Whalen and Lynne Roberts.

			Wednesday, January 11

			Chamberlain arrived in Rome to cheering Italians when he met with Mussolini to talk about the Fascist leader’s association with Hitler. Mussolini stated his country was for peace but did not rule out an alliance with Nazi Germany.

			The British domestic comedy Dear Octopus by Dodie Smith was a hit in London but when it opened on Broadway it met with mixed notices and a run of only six weeks. Similarly, the excellent 1943 British film version of Dear Octopus, starring Margaret Lockwood, Michael Wilding, and Celia Johnson, was a resounding success in England but not in America.

			————

			The very British character of Captain Hugh C. “Bulldog” Drummond did appeal to Americans and in the 1930s Paramount made a series of films featuring the gentleman explorer. Arrest Bulldog Drummond was the fourteenth movie (going back to 1922) featuring Drummond and the fifth starring John Howard as the title character. About to get married to his long-time fiancée (Heather Angel), Drummond discovers that a new-fangled atomic weapon has been stolen by evil forces. Drummond is on the trail of the culprit when he himself is suspected as the thief. The movie is one of the better ones in the series; before the year was out, moviegoers would have the opportunity to see two more Drummond films.

			Thursday, January 12

			Even as FDR promoted an isolationist policy for America, he realized that the nation’s armed forces were not keeping up with the rising powers in Asia and Europe. On this date he recommended to Congress a two-year defense budget of $535 million to build up the military.

			In Great Britain, the Irish Republican Army (IRA) sent an ultimatum to British foreign secretary Lord Halifax that the IRA would declare war unless all British troops were removed from Ireland within four days.

			On Broadway, the dapper gentlemanly actor Clifton Webb amused audiences in Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy of manners The Importance of Being Earnest. A perennial favorite in comedies and musicals, Webb turned to the movies during the war years and, after the success of Laura (1944), left the stage for good.

			The celebrated African American quartet the Ink Spots recorded “If I Didn’t Care” for Decca Records on this date. The ballad by Jack Lawrence was released in February and immediately climbed the charts, selling nineteen million records.

			————

			The Columbia B western The Thundering West had an overly familiar plot, which had been used in three previous films, and routine characters led by the Laramie Kid (Charles Starrett). There was a stagecoach robbery, a gang of outlaws, a crusty old-timer named Tucson (Hank Bell), a kindly judge (Edward LeSaint), and his pretty daughter (Iris Meredith) for the Kid to fall in love with. The Sons of the Pioneers were on hand to sing four songs, including the already-popular “Tumbling Tumbleweeds.” The movie was harmless but forgettable fun.

			Friday, January 13

			This Friday the 13th became known as Black Friday in Australia. A brush fire in the state of Victoria destroyed 20,000 square kilometers, including several towns and over three thousand buildings, and killed seventy-one people. The disaster led to the passing of the Forests Act which gave the Forest Commission the power to patrol and protect land that was vulnerable to widespread fires.

			An unsuccessful escape plot at Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary made headlines today. Five convicts, led by Arthur “Doc” Barker (the son of the notorious Ma Barker), sawed through the bars of their cell and managed to escape the prison but not the island in San Francisco Bay. Barker was wounded by prison guards and later died.

			With the official announcement that the British actress Vivien Leigh would play Scarlett O’Hara in the upcoming film of Gone with the Wind, the greatest talent search in the history of Hollywood came to an end.

			————

			Among the five feature films to premiere was the year’s first bona fide classic, Universal’s Son of Frankenstein. Dr. Frankenstein’s son Wolf (Basil Rathbone) returns to the baronial estate, where he learns that his father’s monster (Boris Karloff) is not dead but in a kind of coma, looked after by the suspicious servant, Ygor (Bela Lugosi). Using his father’s notebooks, Wolf brings the monster to life only to find that the creature is under the spell of the vengeful Ygor. After several people in the village are killed by the monster, Wolf has to destroy Ygor and then the creature itself. It was Karloff’s third and final time to play the monster in a feature film. In many ways, the film belongs to Lugosi, whose Ygor is a complex maze of emotions. The character was not even in the original shooting script, but director Rowland V. Lee cast Lugosi, then proceeded to build up his part each day on the set. While Son of Frankenstein may not be as accomplished as the original Frankenstein (1931) or The Bride of Frankenstein (1935), it is a beautifully designed, filmed, and acted movie in its own right.

			RKO’s melodrama The Great Man Votes boasted a superb performance by John Barrymore in his declining years. Many consider it one of his best film portrayals because of its simplicity and warmth. When the wife of Harvard professor Gregory Vance (Barrymore) dies, leaving him with two young children, he takes to the bottle, loses his job, and retires to a small town where no one gives him a second thought. But when it is discovered by the local politicos that Vance is the only registered voter in one district and that his vote determines a key upcoming election, both parties descend on Vance with phony affection. Meanwhile, relatives try to take Vance’s two children away from him. Vance is mildly drunk throughout the comedy-drama yet he grows in stature as he sees himself as something better than he thought he was. The low-budget movie was directed with sensitivity by Garson Kanin, and the entire cast is excellent. Yet it is Barrymore, in his last notable movie, who commands the film and brings it to life.

			Universal’s other entry was the B western Honor of the West, starring Bob “Tumbleweed” Baker, a cowboy player popular for a few years in the 1930s. The convoluted plot had Baker as Sheriff Bob Barrett, who closes in on some cattle rustlers but doesn’t arrest them because he needs proof. Consequently the locals suspect their sheriff is in league with the rustlers and complications build into a final shoot-out. Baker got to sing two cowboy songs in between all the action.       
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					JANUARY 13—SON OF FRANKENSTEIN, THE YEAR’S FIRST BIG HIT. Boris Karloff gives a touching performance in this popular horror sequel. When Karloff played the monster in Frankenstein (1931), he was mute. The creature learned to talk in The Bride of Frankenstein (1935), but in Son of Frankenstein he utters no words. Yet Karloff made the character’s emotions quite clear, particularly the painful scream he utters when he discovers Ygor’s body. The studio reused the scream for the monster’s own death and then later in other horror films. Universal Pictures / Photofest © Universal Pictures

				

			

			The day’s other western was Trigger Pals by Grand National Pictures and it also dealt with cattle rustling. The three pals of the title were ranch hands Lucky (Arthur Jarrett), Stormy (Lee Powell), and Fuzzy (Al St. John) who help Miss Doris Allen (Dorothy Fay) when the greedy Harvey Kent (Ted Adams) tries to take her farm away by stealing her cattle. There was plenty of action, a secret cave, and a muted romance to please moviegoers.

			The world of car racing and crime are brought together in MGM’s melodrama Burn ’Em Up O’Connor. Character actor Nat Pendleton again played a brawny, brainless lug, but this time he solved a series of murders. Race-car owner Pinky Dalano (Harry Carey) has seen three of his drivers crash and die in important races. He hires the eager Jerry O’Connor (Dennis O’Keefe) and his mechanic-sidekick Buddy Buttle (Pendleton) to drive his newest race car in the Grand Prix. Buddy figures out that each of the deceased drivers was blinded by a lethal eye-wash administered by the kindly Doc Heath (Charley Grapewin). The ridiculous finale has O’Connor driving blindfolded and being signaled when to turn by a series of whistles.

			The Disney Studio released the cartoon short Donald’s Lucky Day on Friday the 13th as a kind of macabre joke. On Friday the 13th, two gangsters place a time bomb into a package and pay delivery boy Donald Duck to deliver it to number 13 on 13th Street in order to blow up the mobster Scarbush. Donald walks under a ladder, breaks a mirror, and sees a black cat cross his path, causing all kind of delays and raising comic suspense. Donald’s Lucky Day, with its mocking film noir look and ominous music soundtrack, is rightfully considered a Donald Duck classic.

			Saturday, January 14

			Justice Louis Brandeis, the first Jew ever named to the Supreme Court, submitted his letter of resignation to FDR. The eighty-three-year-old justice had been on the court since Woodrow Wilson named him in 1916. Known as the “People’s Lawyer,” Brandeis championed many causes during his legal career. He died two years later and in 1948 Brandeis University was founded in his name.

			The Reich Propaganda Ministry announced that the chancellor of Germany was hereafter to be called “Führer” (spelled “Fuehrer” when the umlaut is not available). The word means “leader” or “guide” in German. The term made it clear that Hitler was much more than the president of the Nazi Party and chancellor of Germany.

			————

			Hollywood’s only offering was the Warner Brothers cartoon short Dog Gone Modern, which spoofed the new home gadgets getting a lot of press. Two curious puppies enter the All-Electric Model Home and do battle with an electric dish washer, a self-playing piano, and a robot that cleans anything on the floors, including the canines’ precious dog bones. Mel Blanc provided not only the “voice” of both puppies but also the sounds of the gadgets in the Chuck Jones “Merrie Melodies” cartoon.

			Sunday, January 15

			The first National Football League All-Star Game pitted the New York Giants against a team of all-star players. Played at Wrigley Field in Los Angeles, the Giants beat the All-Stars 13–10.

			————

			Minor studio Metropolitan Pictures provided the only new release, the B western Feud of the Range, featuring the prolific cowboy actor Bob Steele. The railroad wants possession of the Los Trancos Valley to run their rails through so the company starts a range war between the two most important ranches there. Steele played the rancher Bob Gray who outwits the railroad agent Clyde Barton (Jack Ingram) and stops the feud. Steele made over two hundred features and shorts during his six-decade career, including seven films in 1939.

			Monday, January 16

			Three bombs went off in the London suburbs, one knocking out a power station that served thousands of Londoners. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) took responsibility for the bombings.

			In the States, newspapers reported that FDR had asked Congress to extend the Social Security Act to include women and children. Also in the papers, fans of Hedda Hopper’s column had some juicy reading that day. She castigated Hollywood producer David O. Selznick for casting an English actress in the role of Scarlett O’Hara in his production of Gone with the Wind and encouraged moviegoers to boycott the film. Later some of Hopper’s Southern readers wrote in to say, “Better a Brit than a Yankee.” Those not reading the news or the gossip columns noticed a new comic strip appearing in the paper on this day. Superman began daily syndication and would appear in over three hundred newspapers for the next twenty-seven years.

			Radio listeners were offered a new program on NBC, I Love a Mystery. The show concerned ex-soldiers who start a detective agency that brings them cases from around the world. The popular radio series ran until 1944, then returned from 1949 to 1952.

			————

			The sole film offering was a swinging cartoon from Universal titled I’m Just a Jitterbug. The clever Walter Lantz short shows (in live action) the animators leaving the studio at the end of the day. Then their drawings and the toys in the studio come to life and have a wild dance party, much to the annoyance of the cuckoo clock who is trying to get some sleep. I’m Just a Jitterbug was one of the first cartoons to employ the new Big Band sound.

			Tuesday, January 17

			The German Reich announced that Jews were no longer allowed to hold professional jobs such as doctors, dentists, lawyers, and teachers.

			Felix Frankfurter, Roosevelt’s nominee to the Supreme Court, was unanimously confirmed by the Senate. Frankfurter was cofounder of the American Civil Liberties Union and a friend of Roosevelt’s. He remained on the bench for twenty-three years.

			————

			Universal introduced a new weekly serial for kids, Scouts to the Rescue, which followed the adventures of some Boy Scouts led by Eagle Scout Bruce Scott (Jackie Cooper). The twelve-episode serial featured the Martinville Troop Number One and their search for hidden treasure. The boys also uncover a counterfeiting ring, some forgotten Inca natives, and plenty of thrills spread over the twelve weeks.

			Wednesday, January 18

			The British police arrested fourteen IRA members suspected for the January 16 bombings. The authorities also uncovered and confiscated a large cache of explosives believed to be intended for future bombings.

			New York theatregoers were treated to a handful of Noel Coward songs not yet heard in the States when the revue Set to Music opened on Broadway. Such classics as “Mad about the Boy,” “The Stately Homes of England,” “The Party’s Over Now,” and “I’ve Been to a Marvelous Party” were performed by Beatrice Lillie and company. The musical, which had been a hit in London under the title Words and Music, was not as successful in New York.

			————

			Monogram Pictures provided the only movie, the B melodrama Convict’s Code. The too-familiar plot centered on Dave Tyler (Robert Kent) who is framed for a crime he didn’t commit and serves time in prison. When he is released on parole, Tyler searches out who set him up. The fast-paced melodrama was competently made and well acted (Sidney Blackmer was excellent as the bad guy) but far from original.

			Thursday, January 19

			On a slow news day, most of the nation’s newspapers covered the annual chicken plucking championship in which Ernest Hausen from Wisconsin broke the world record, completely plucking the feathers from a chicken in 4.4 seconds.

			————

			The single Hollywood offering was Columbia’s B western Frontiers of ’49 which was about political corruption in the Old West. The Lower California Company, headed by the sinister Howard Burton (Charles King), is evicting the Mexicans from the area and illegally foreclosing on their ranches. The U.S. Army Major John Freeman (Bill Elliott) disguises himself as a settler and checks out the situation, finding the company guilty of thievery and even murder. When Burton realizes he has been found out, he loots the town and disappears into the mountains. Much of the film is surprisingly intelligent and logical even as it utilizes many western clichés.

			Friday, January 20

			Modernist composer Charles Ives’s Piano Sonata No. 2 was premiered in Town Hall in New York City, performed by John Kirkpatrick. Also known as the Concord Sonata, the piece was inspired by transcendentalism, a philosophical movement associated with Concord, Massachusetts, and by the American writers who were leading lights of the movement. Ives had previously made revisions to the piece and this Manhattan performance established the sonata as one of his most famous works.

			————

			Continuing with its popular sleuth series, 20th Century-Fox released Mr. Moto’s Last Warning, the sixth time Peter Lorre played the Japanese police detective Kentaro Moto. This film puts Mr. Moto in Egypt, where secret agents are planning to start a war between Britain and France by blowing up the French fleet at the entrance to the Suez Canal. Mr. Moto not only uses his brain but also his judo powers in this fast-paced yarn that also boasts strong performances by John Carradine (with a British accent) and George Sanders (with a French accent). Mr. Moto’s Last Warning is considered one of the best movies in the eight-film series.

			A Paramount crime drama that should have worked, Ambush was hurt by some odd casting. The gang leader Mr. Gibbs (Ernest Truex) has his men rob a California bank, leaving their truck behind. Jane Hartman (Gladys Swarthout), a secretary at the bank, recognizes the truck as one her brother Charlie (William Henry) once drove. When Jane seeks out her brother, she is kidnapped by Gibbs’s gang and forced to ambush another truck and its driver (Lloyd Nolan). The two fall in love and outwit Gibbs. The renowned opera singer Swarthout was a curious choice for Jane, and the lightweight character comic Truex was unconvincing as Gibbs. Also unusual, light-verse poet S. J. Perleman and his wife Laura wrote the screenplay, which, despite some comic touches here and there, is a serious attempt at crime drama.

			Two westerns also opened. RKO’s Arizona Legion starred George O’Brien, a silent screen actor who found a busy career in B western talkies. In this one he played the captain of the Arizona Rangers, who disguises himself as boozing cowhand Boone Yeager in order to find out who is behind the lawlessness in the Arizona Territory. Laraine Day played Boone’s sweetheart, Letty Meade, and Chill Wills provided the laughs as Whopper Hatch, who likes to tell tall tales.

			Grand National’s Ride ’Em, Cowgirl starred Dorothy Page in her second singing western role in January. She played Helen Rickson, the daughter of Ruff Rickson (Joseph W. Girard), who is being framed for a crime he did not commit so that Sandy Doyle (Harrington Reynolds) can take over their ranch. With the help of the town newcomer, Oliver Shea (Milton Frome), Helen outwits and outshoots Doyle, still finding time to sing two songs. Grand National had featured Page in two previous westerns but called it quits after this one. It was Page’s last movie. Grand National was bankrupt by the end of 1939 and she left the movies to tend to her family.

			Saturday, January 21

			The fifty-eight-year-old Pablo Picasso was still puzzling art viewers twenty years after bursting on the scene with his cubist paintings. On this date he completed his two versions of the surreal masterwork Reclining Woman with Book.

			Champion figure skater Joan Tozzer again placed first in the women’s singles competition at the United States Figure Skating Championship. The eighteen-year-old skater had won in 1938 and would win again in 1940.

			A giant stage pageant titled The American Way opened at Rockefeller Center and thrilled theatregoers and critics. Comic playwrights George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart put aside their satiric talents and wrote the spectacle that utilized 250 actors showing an American family and world events from 1896 to the present. The production brought notice to actor Fredric March, who played the family patriarch.

			————

			Two strong melodramas opened, one in New York City and the other in California. The Manhattan entry was the better of the two, a powerful boxing drama by Warner Brothers titled They Made Me a Criminal, starring John Garfield. Based on a play and the 1933 film The Life of Jimmy Dolan, the movie cast Garfield as lightweight prize fighter Johnnie Bradfield, who wins the championship. During a drunken party afterward, his manager, Doc Ward (Robert Gleckler), accidentally kills a reporter, then dies in a fiery car crash. The hung-over Johnnie thinks he killed the journalist, so when he is thought dead in the same crash, Johnnie goes to Arizona where he gets a job at a work farm run by Grandma Rafferty (May Robson). Under the name Jack Dorney, he befriends the teenage boys (the Dead End Kids) on the farm by teaching them boxing and he falls in love with Peggy (Gloria Dickson), the sister of one of the boys. But New York police detective Phelan (Claude Rains) doesn’t believe Johnnie is dead and traces him to the farm. Johnnie/Jack boxes in an exhibition match and gives away his cover, adding more twists to the plot. They Made Me a Criminal had an unlikely director, former choreographer Busby Berkeley, and the film further secured Garfield’s screen career.

			Warner Brothers’ Los Angeles opening was the B movie Off the Record starring Pat O’Brien and Joan Blondell. They played newspaper editor Breezy Elliott and his columnist Jane Morgan, who uncover a racket in the pool halls involving kids used as spotters. Their newspaper article lands the billiards parlor owner, Joe Fallen (Alan Baxter), in jail and his kid brother Mickey (Bobby Jordan) in reform school. Jane feels guilty about Mickey and convinces Breezy to marry her and adopt the boy. But Mickey’s ties to his former life in crime cause complications for the new family. The story may have been lacking, but O’Brien and Blondell were in top form and audiences found them worth watching.

			Sunday, January 22

			Aquatic Park, a beach and activity area near San Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf, was dedicated and opened to the public. The park, which still exists, was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1984.

			Monday, January 23

			British prime minister Chamberlain called for thirty million Brits to enlist in a “voluntary civil defense army,” a clear sign that Britain was preparing for war.

			After two and a half years of the Spanish Civil War, martial law was declared in Spain by the Second Spanish Republic.

			————

			Republic Pictures’ Pride of the Navy was a fictionalized biography about an inventor, Speed Brennan (James Dunn), who experiments with a new weapon. He builds a sea-plane capable of traveling 300 mph for Navy Lieutenant Jerry Richards (Gordon Oliver), his pal from Annapolis days. The two men plan to launch a torpedo from the aircraft but when they demonstrate the new aircraft for the Navy brass, it crashes and Jerry is hurt. Despite their quarreling over the captain’s daughter Gloria (Rochelle Hudson), Speed and Jerry, with the help of mechanic Gloomy Kelly (Horace McMahon), solve the launch problems, and successfully demonstrate their plane for the Navy. Speed gets a commission in the Navy and wins Gloria’s heart. The low-budget adventure film was oddly prophetic about warfare in the near future.

			Tuesday, January 24

			An earthquake in south-central Chile, measuring a surface wave magnitude of 8.3, demolished the city of Concepción and killed 28,000 people. It was the most devastating earthquake in the history of Chile.

			————

			RKO released its most expensive movie to date, the adventure film Gunga Din, loosely based on Rudyard Kipling’s poem of the same title. Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, and Douglas Fairbanks Jr. played three sergeants in the British Raj in nineteenth-century India, and Joan Fontaine was the woman who comes between them. The title character is the Indian water boy who serves the trio, played by forty-seven-year-old Sam Jaffe when RKO couldn’t get the juvenile star Sabu. The film is a classic combination of action, comedy, and romance with memorable scenes in all three areas. The tight plotting includes an uprising by the Thugees, a secret Hindu temple filled with golden images, and Din’s heroic sacrifice to warn the British troops of an ambush by the Indian hordes. Several writers worked on the screenplay and George Stevens directed the expensive epic with panache, shooting the action scenes in California’s Sierra Nevada. Although Gunga Din was very popular at the box office, it did not earn back its $2 million cost and RKO took a loss of $193,000. Because of its inaccurate and irreverent portrayal of India and the Hindu religion, the film was banned in India.

			Columbia’s B spy drama North of Shanghai had plenty of intrigue but was weak on character and romance. American journalist Helen Warner (Betty Furness) travels by boat to China for a vacation and falls for reporter Jed Howard (James Craig) during the voyage. Arriving in Shanghai, news breaks of a Japanese attack in North China and the two Americans want to cover the story. But after some odd behavior by the local newspaper branches, the two discover that it is the newspapers that are funding the invading forces. In some ways North of Shanghai was rather current, as the Sino-Japanese War was being waged in China, but much of the movie was old-fashioned melodrama.

			Wednesday, January 25

			Boxing champ Joe Louis retained his world heavyweight title in New York City by knocking out world light-heavyweight champ John Henry Lewis in the first round. Lewis had long been suffering from cataracts. This was his last career fight.

			————

			Bing Crosby had three films released in 1939, but none of them was top drawer. Nevertheless there was plenty to enjoy in Paramount’s Paris Honeymoon, a genial comedy with three songs. Bing was the Texas millionaire Lucky Lawton, who, with his valet (Edward Everett Horton), goes to Europe to wed the American-born countess Barbara Wayne (Shirley Ross). While complications over Barbara’s divorce from the count delay the wedding, Lucky falls in love with the local peasant Manya (Franciska Gaal), who is queen of the rose festival. While he tries to decide whom to wed, there are some comic antics by Akim Tamiroff, as the town mayor and Manya’s intended, and Ben Blue, as the town idiot. The songs were pleasant but forgettable, the same as can be said about Paris Honeymoon.

			The day’s other entry was Monogram’s B western Drifting Westward featuring Addison Randall, a singing cowboy who made films for the minor studios in the 1930s and 1940s. Hired by Don Careta (Julian Rivero) to protect his hacienda from two crooks looking for a treasure map, Jack Martin (Randall) poses as the man hired to kill him and uncovers a plot to disinherit Careta. By the movie’s climax, Jack finds himself tied up in a mountain shack with a stack of timed dynamite. It is Rusty the Wonder Horse who saves the day, if not the film.

			Thursday, January 26

			At a meeting at the Washington (DC) Conference on Theoretical Physics, scientists Niels Bohr and Enrico Fermi announced to colleagues from Carnegie Institution of Washington (CIW) that their experiments have led to the discovery of nuclear fission.

			In Spain, General Francisco Franco’s troops captured Barcelona. Over one hundred Americans in the Spanish city escaped to France.

			No movies were released, but it is a notable Hollywood date all the same. Principal filming began on Gone with the Wind with George Cukor as director.

			Friday, January 27

			When FDR approved the sale of airplanes to France on this day, it was made clear that the United States would ally with France in any upcoming hostilities. A new American aircraft, Lockheed’s P-38 Lightning, a fighter craft developed for the Army Air Corps, made its first flight. The Lightning, with its twin propellers and wide booms, would later prove to be one of the most effective Allied aircraft during World War II.

			In Germany, Hitler was more concerned with naval power than air power. On this day he announced Plan Z, a five-year program that would create a German naval fleet larger and more powerful than that of Great Britain’s Royal Navy.

			————

			MGM’s Idiot’s Delight is an oddball comedy that is most remembered for Clark Gable singing and dancing to “Puttin’ on the Ritz” with a chorus of blondes. The film is not a musical but a dark satire closely based on Robert Sherwood’s 1936 play. The vaudeville performer Harry Van (Gable) once had a fling with acrobat Irene Fellara (Norma Shearer). Decades later, Harry is touring Europe with his chorines and is stranded at a Swiss hotel while all the countries surrounding Switzerland prepare for war. Among the various international guests is the munitions manufacturer Achille Weber (Edward Arnold) and his beautiful companion, a Russian countess who looks very much like Irene. It takes a while before the countess admits to Harry that she is indeed Irene and it looks like an old romance will be revived. But soon air raid sirens sound and a new world war has begun. Sherwood’s dark comedy was prophetic enough on Broadway in 1936; by 1939 the humor seemed uncomfortable. Idiot’s Delight was directed by Clarence Brown with a cockeyed sense of fun. Gable is buoyant as Harry but Shearer, doing a take on Greta Garbo, is less enjoyable. The supporting cast is exceptional, including Arnold, Burgess Meredith, Charles Coburn, Joseph Schildkraut, Laura Hope Crews, and Richard “Skeets” Gallagher.

			The character of the jewel thief-turned-detective known as the Lone Wolf was introduced in a 1914 novel by Louis Joseph Vance and since then has appeared in films, on the radio, and on television. Columbia’s The Lone Wolf Spy Hunt was the twelfth big-screen adaptation of Vance’s novels and the first time the gentlemanly hero was played by William Warren. Michael Lanyard (Warren) is known among spy circles as the Lone Wolf. Some old rivals set up Lanyard so it appears he is stealing secret plans from the government. Ida Lupino plays his girlfriend; Ralph Morgan is his nemesis, Spiro; and Rita Hayworth is Spiro’s sexy companion, Karen. Although it is a B movie, The Lone Wolf Spy Hunt is a high-quality romp with sassy dialogue and fine acting. Warren was ideal as the Lone Wolf and he returned to the character in eight subsequent movies.

			Another B movie that is surprisingly good is Paramount’s comedy-drama Boy Trouble. Clothing store owner Homer C. Fitch (Charles Ruggles) has a busy household with his active wife (Mary Boland); spirited daughter, Patricia (Joyce Matthews); and adopted son, Butch (Donald O’Connor). When Mrs. Fitch decides to take in Joey (Billy Lee), another orphan, Homer is not thrilled. But he eventually warms up to the boy and when Joey struggles with scarlet fever, the youth becomes as dear to Homer as if he were his own. Boy Trouble tugs on the heartstrings but it is also very funny at times. It was the fourteen-year-old O’Connor’s second film, and he was already quite accomplished at lighting up the screen.

			MGM’s B movie offering was the comedy-drama Four Girls in White, about student nurses. Florence Rice, Una Merkel, Ann Rutherford, and Mary Howard play four nurses-in-training who find time for romance, rivalry, and even a bit of adventuring during their internships. Just when one started to question how serious they were about nursing, a dam bursts and a train is flooded and the four girls show their true grit by tending to the wounded.

			The ageless cartoon flapper Betty Boop was in her waning year in 1939. After appearing in over one hundred shorts, the Roaring Twenties icon seemed to be out of date, and after her five cartoons this year, she disappeared until a revival of interest in the 1980s. Her first entry of the year was My Friend the Monkey, in which Betty gets so interested in a hurdy-gurdy man’s monkey that her pup Pudgy gets jealous. Margie Hines voiced Betty in the Fleischer Studios cartoon.

			Saturday, January 28

			The Irish poet William Butler Yeats died in Merton, France, at the age of seventy-four. Considered one of the century’s preeminent poets of the English language, Yeats was the first Irishman to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. He was later buried in Ireland, where his epitaph reads: “Cast a cold Eye / On Life, on Death. / Horseman, pass by!”

			————

			Columbia’s fifteen-part spy serial Flying G-Men premiered, introducing moviegoers to the Black Falcon (Robert Paige), a G-Man flyer who dons a black leather outfit when he takes to the air. The series included much intrigue, lots of action, and even a troop of G-Boys called the Junior Air Defenders.

			Sunday, January 29

			New York City gangster George Weinberg, under police protection for testifying against some of his underworld associates, committed suicide in his “safe house” in White Plains, New York.

			————

			The 1938 Russian film Chelovek ruzhyom was released in the States with the title The Man with the Gun and surprised American audiences with its flippant tone. The simple and amiable peasant Ivan Shadrin (Boris Tenin) joins the Red Army during the Bolshevik revolution and gets to chat with both Lenin and Stalin, telling stories about his life and military adventures. Although clearly a propaganda movie, The Man with the Gun was also lighthearted and genial.

			Between 1935 and 1941, comic author and actor Robert Benchley wrote and performed in a series of fourteen “How to . . .” comedy shorts for MGM. The befuddled Benchley usually tried to demonstrate how to do some everyday task but botched it with physical and verbal comedy. Many of these are priceless pieces of American humor but by 1939 he seemed to be running out of good ideas. The twelfth short, How to Sub-Let, released on this day, was mostly a misfire. With his wife gone to church, the husband (Benchley) attempts to show a young couple his apartment, which they are subletting. Most of the comedy is physical, such as mistaking the refrigerator for the stove. Two more “How to . . .” shorts were made later, then the series ended.

			Monday, January 30

			While Felix Frankfurter was sworn in as Supreme Court justice in Washington, Hitler addressed the Reichstag and ranted against the Jews. It was the sixth anniversary of his rise to power and Hitler promised, “If war erupts, it will mean the elimination of European Jews.”

			On Broadway, British classical actor Maurice Evans received a loud round of cheers for his Falstaff in Shakespeare’s Henry IV Part One. The production, directed by Margaret Webster, was a surprise hit, running ten weeks.

			Tuesday, January 31

			In a private meeting with some senators, FDR said that war in Europe would by necessity involve the rest of the world. The statement was leaked to the press causing some panic nationwide; most Americans wanted isolationism and didn’t want to hear about possible involvement in another war.

			Two liberal newspapers were shut down by the Nazis: the Berliner Tageblatt in Germany and the Neue Freie Presse in Austria.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Harlem Rides the Range

					2	Torchy Blane in Chinatown (NYC)

					2	Boy Slaves

					3	Honolulu

					3	St. Louis Blues

					3	Fisherman’s Wharf

					3	Wings of the Navy (NYC)

					3	Home on the Prairie

					5	In Old Montana

					6	Woman Doctor

					8	Navy Secrets

					8	Sundown on the Prairie

					9	Texas Stampede

					10	Made for Each Other

					10	The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

					10	One Third of a Nation

					10	Persons in Hiding

					10	Beauty for the Asking (NYC)

					11	The Arizona Wildcat

					15	Stagecoach

					17	You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man

					17	Fast and Loose

					17	The Three Musketeers

					17	King of the Turf

					17	Six-Gun Rhythm

					18	Nancy Drew . . . Reporter

					19	Tail Spin

					22	Cafe Society

					22	Star Reporter

					22	My Son Is a Criminal

					23	Twelve Crowded Hours

					24	Sunset Trail

					24	Pardon Our Nerve

					25	Yes, My Darling Daughter

					25	Wife, Husband and Friend (NYC)

					25	Let Freedom Ring

					25	The Lone Ranger Rides Again

					25	Code of the Cactus

				

			

		

		
			Wednesday, February 1

			A hunger strike by some inmates at San Quentin prison in California was the top news story of the day.

			Clarinetist-bandleader Benny Goodman and his orchestra went into the studio to record “And the Angels Sing” for Victor Records. The soothing ballad, which Ziggy Elman adapted from a Yiddish klezmer tune, had lyrics by Johnny Mercer, and Martha Tilton was the vocalist.

			————

			The African American singing cowboy Bob Blake (Herb Jeffries) made his second appearance of the year in the B western Harlem Rides the Range released by Hollywood Pictures. Blake and his sidekick Dusty (Lucius Brooks) help out a ranch owner and his daughter when the villainous Bradley (Clarence Brooks) tries to run them off. But Bradley frames Blake for a murder he did not commit, so Blake has to escape from jail and vindicate himself. The comedy was provided by Dusty and the ranch cook Slim (F. E. Miller), while Jeffries got to sing two catchy cowboy songs backed by the harmonizing Four Tones.

			Thursday, February 2

			Hungary broke off relations with Soviet Russia when the Hungarian government approved the Anti-Comintern Act, an anti-Communist agreement started by Germany and Japan. The Soviets responded by closing their embassy in Budapest. Further repercussions would follow.

			————

			Fictional news reporter Torchy Blane was the heroine of nine Warner Brothers features from 1937 to 1939. Most of them starred Glenda Farrell as the sleuth journalist, as was the case with Torchy Blane in Chinatown, one of the better entries in the series. The plot is a good one, though it was taken mostly from the earlier melodrama Murder Will Out (1930). Some prominent businessmen have been found murdered, each one having a laundry ticket from the same Chinese laundry. Torchy discovers the place is a front for an Asian gang involved with extortion and blackmail. Their latest victim is Senator Baldwin (Henry O’Neill), who has a priceless collection of jade and a few skeletons in his closet. Lieutenant Steve McBride (Barton MacLane) is assigned the case but it is Torchy who solves it and lets her sweetheart McBride take credit. Feminists might find the film off-putting but it is the stereotypic Asians and African Americans that date the movie more.

			A social drama from RKO titled Boy Slaves was a B melodrama with some A-quality acting and a very sobering message. Teenager Jesse (Roger Daniel) leaves his poor family during the Depression and sets out to make some money to send back to his widowed mother. He is tormented by and then joins a gang of homeless boys, gets chased by the police, and ends up in a juvenile labor camp where they work in a turpentine factory and are treated like slaves. The cruel guard Peter Graff (Alan Baxter) not only beats the boys but has a lustful eye for Annie (Anne Shirley), the one girl in the camp. Boy Slaves is far from subtle but it is also sincerely disturbing.

			Friday, February 3

			In the final weeks of the Spanish Civil War, the Republican Army retreated from Barcelona, held by Franco’s troops, and reached Tossa de Mar on the Mediterranean Sea.

			————

			Three Hollywood musicals opened and, while none were classics in the genre, each offered some solid entertainment. MGM’s Honolulu was a vehicle for the tap-dancing star Eleanor Powell but no one was surprised when much of the film was stolen by George Burns and Gracie Allen in their last movie together. The plot was familiar to the point of annoyance. Screen star Brooks Mason (Robert Young) is tired of his hyperactive fans and wants a quiet vacation, so he changes places with a Hawaiian plantation owner George Smith (Young) who looks just like him. While Smith is chased and mobbed by Mason’s fans, Mason goes to Hawaii and falls for dancer Dorothy March (Powell). Burns played Mason’s harried agent Joe Duffy and Allen was Dorothy’s kookie companion Millie De Grasse. Strangely, the two radio comics had only one scene together; most of the time they were in different locations. In this case, Allen without Burns was funnier than Burns without Allen. While Honolulu is clearly a B musical with modest production values, the songs are enjoyable and Powell’s tapping is, as always, first-rate.

			Paramount’s B musical St. Louis Blues was also a showcase, this one for rising star Dorothy Lamour. She played a movie queen tired of Hollywood (in particular the sarong roles she is stuck with) and runs away to a river town where she has a romance with show boat captain Dave Geurney (Lloyd Nolan). The two decide to put on a big show but face competition from a carnival run by Geurney’s rival. It was all rather contrived, but the songs by Frank Loesser and Burton Lane were delightful, particularly “I Go for That,” which proved to be a hit for Lamour. Oddly, the title song was only heard over the opening credits. The black and white supporting cast, including William Frawley, Tito Guizar, Maxine Sullivan, Jessie Ralph, and Jerome Cowan, was quite good, as was the singing by The King’s Men and the Hall Johnson Choir. Raoul Walsh was the unlikely director; both he and the performers deserved a better script.      
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					FEBRUARY 4—LOUIS ARMSTRONG ON THE CHARTS. Although the slangy song standard “Jeepers Creepers” was introduced by Armstrong in the film Going Places (1938), it was his later studio recording that climbed the charts. “Jeepers Creepers” had a sassy lyric by Johnny Mercer and jazzy music by Harry Warren. Photofest

				

			

			While every studio searched for another Shirley Temple, RKO came up with Bobby Breen, a boy soprano who could chirp like a bird and act well enough to tug on the heartstrings. He made his screen debut as the star of Let’s Sing Again (1936) followed by eight subsequent vehicles tailored to his talents. The first of his 1939 movies was Fisherman’s Wharf, set among Italian immigrants in the San Francisco fishing community. Breen played Tony, the adopted son of Carlo Roma (Leo Carrillo), whose happy life on the wharf is ruined when the manipulative Aunt Stella (Lee Patrick) arrives with her bratty son Rudolph (Tommy Bupp). The melodramatics were mercifully interrupted by several songs, all sung by Breen and backed by a chorus of fishermen or others. In addition to old favorites “Return to Sorrento,” “Funiculi, Funicula,” and “Santa Lucia,” there were some new numbers, such as “Fisherman’s Chanty” and “Sell Your Cares for a Song.”

			Olivia de Havilland was the love interest in Warner Brothers’ Wings of the Navy, a drama about building up the flying corps of the Navy. Brothers Cass (George Brent) and Jerry Harrington (John Payne) have always been competitive, not only in flying but even fighting over the same girl (de Havilland). When Cass is injured in a plane crash, he turns to designing a new plane for the Navy. Jerry decides to test the aircraft even though a previous pilot died trying to fly it. The human drama in the film was pretty forced, but the actual planes and aerial cinematography were authentic. Filmed on location in air bases in Pensacola, Florida, and San Diego, California, the movie showed how the planes were tested and the difficulty in producing effective military aircraft. Director Lloyd Bacon let the planes become the focus of the movie, and a good thing too.

			Republic’s B western Home on the Prairie had a rather unusual subject: hoof and mouth disease. Rancher Belnap (Walter Miller) knows that his herd is infected with the disease but tries to cross his herd from Mexico into the States. Gene Autry played a border inspector who gets wind of the deed and sets out to stop him. He also sang a handful of songs; even his sidekick Frog Millhouse (Smiley Burnette) got his own number. Home on the Prairie was Autry’s first film with June Storey, who played a rancher’s daughter. The two clicked on screen and off and were paired in nine more Republic westerns.

			Society Dog Show, a Disney short, starred Pluto, with Mickey Mouse in a secondary role. Mickey sprays Pluto with perfume and enters him in a dog show filled with classy pooches. Of course Pluto is out of his league, flirting with a female canine and attacking one of the judges. Mickey and the mutt are kicked out of the competition, but all is forgiven when a fire breaks out in the showroom and Pluto has to rescue his new canine friend. More nonsensical than most of Pluto’s adventures, Society Dog Show has its inspired moments of animation.

			Saturday, February 4

			The Republican Army in Spain suffered another loss when it was defeated at the Battle of Valsequillo.

			The musical revue One for the Money opened on Broadway and was popular enough to run four months. The cast included unknowns Keenan Wynn, Gene Kelly, and Alfred Drake, none of whom would remain unknown for very long.

			Sunday, February 5

			In Coventry, England, four fires broke out in the city; the government blamed the Irish Republican Army.

			A German expedition in Antarctica completed its mission to explore thousands of acres of the frozen continent. They named the region New Swabia.

			————

			The minor league studio Spectrum Pictures provided the day’s only movie, a B western titled In Old Montana. Singing cowboy Fred Dawson (Fred Scott) and his sidekick Doc Flanders (Harry Harvey) are recruited by the U.S. Army to try and stop a war between sheep ranchers. The two disguise themselves as medicine show performers and infiltrate the community of ranchers. They discover who is behind the hostilities but not before Dawson is accused of shooting one of the ranchers and has to escape from jail before the lynch mob gets him.

			Monday, February 6

			President Manuel Azaña and the Spanish government fled their country and entered France. They would never return to Spain.

			In London, Prime Minister Chamberlain stated in the House of Commons that any German attack on France would be considered an attack on Britain. Members of Parliament cheered Chamberlain’s declaration.

			In the literary world, iconic detective Philip Marlowe was born. Raymond Chandler’s novel The Big Sleep was released this day and readers were immediately taken with the hard-boiled Marlowe. The fictional detective would return in five other Chandler novels and show up in a dozen films. The Big Sleep wouldn’t be filmed until 1946 with Humphrey Bogart as Marlowe.

			————

			Republic’s Woman Doctor started out as a feminist tale but ended up being a traditional melodrama. The acclaimed surgeon Dr. Judith Crandall Graeme (Frieda Inescourt) is so busy at the hospital that it destroys her marriage to Allan (Henry Wilcoxon) and loses her the affection of her young daughter Elsa (Sybil Jason). The couple divorce and Allan remarries, but when Elsa is thrown from a horse and seriously injured, Judith has to operate (in a plane, no less) and saves her life. Allan and Judith are reunited and she quits her job at the hospital to be more with her family. Despite its questionable ending, Woman Doctor is well acted and holds one’s attention.

			Tuesday, February 7

			The London Conference on Palestine opened in England, while in Jerusalem there was a three-day strike by Arabs to protest the Conference, which would determine the fate of the Holy Land.

			A sensational melodrama, I Must Love Someone, opened on Broadway and was dismissed by the critics. But audiences wanted to see the scandalous adventures of the Florodora Girls in the Gilded Age, so the play ran six months.

			Wednesday, February 8

			In the Spanish Civil War, Franco and the Nationalists captured Figueres, the capital of Catalonia.

			————

			Monogram Pictures released two B movies, a spy melodrama and a western. It seemed like everyone in Navy Secrets was posing as someone else or was in the spy business. Naval-Intelligence officer Carol Mathews (Fay Wray) goes undercover and tries to figure out how CPO Jimmy Woodford (Craig Reynolds) is selling military secrets to the enemy. Meanwhile another Navy officer, Steve Fletcher (Grant Withers), takes on the identity of Steve Roberts and tries to break into the gang that is buying information from Woodford. The two investigations overlap resulting in an espionage victory and a romance. More complicated than necessary, Navy Secrets is only mildly interesting.

			Tex Ritter was the singing star of Monogram’s western, Sundown on the Prairie, his first of six films released in 1939. Tex and his sidekick, Ananias (Horace Murphy), are sent on a government mission to find out who is behind all the cattle rustling near Santa Fe. In addition to a lot of snooping around, the movie had plenty of action, which was interrupted three times so that Ritter could sing a song. Saloon singer Juanita Street sang the title number with Tex Ritter’s Musical Tornados.

			Thursday, February 9

			Anticipating war in the near future, the British Home Office announced that it would provide steel shelters for citizens living in areas most likely to be bombed. The structures would later be called Anderson Shelters after Cabinet minister Sir John Anderson, who was in charge of air raid preparations.

			Ethel Merman and Jimmy Durante were the stars of the Broadway musical Stars in Your Eyes, which opened to mixed reviews. The uninteresting plot, about a Hollywood star (Merman) in a romantic triangle with Richard Carlson and Tamara Toumanova, was relieved somewhat by Durante’s clowning as a studio idea man. The score by Arthur Schwartz and Dorothy Fields produced no hits, though Merman and Durante brought the house down with their comic duet “It’s All Yours.”

			————

			Columbia’s B western Texas Stampede was the day’s only movie. During a range war between sheep and cattle ranchers, Sheriff Tom Randall (Charles Starrett) tries to get both parties to agree to a truce. But when one of the ranchers is shot by a rival family member, Tom has to arrest the culprit, which raises more ire. While the humans fight each other, the parched cattle smell water in the canyon, resulting in a stampede. The plotting was competent but the acting was uneven. Texas Stampede slowed down for four songs sung by the Sons of the Pioneers, and many found them the best part of the movie.

			Friday, February 10

			Pope Pius XI, who had been on the throne of St. Peter since 1922, died in Rome. He had fought against the rise of Nazism and even Mussolini’s Fascist Party in his own country. Consequently, after the pope’s death, rumors circulated that the pontiff had been quietly murdered by his physician, who happened to be the father of Mussolini’s mistress.

			In the Pacific, Japanese troops occupied the Chinese island of Hainan off the coast of Indochina.

			————

			Selznick International released the high-class soap opera Made for Each Other through United Artists, and it was greeted with mixed emotions by the press. The only thing everyone agreed on was that Carole Lombard, most known for her screwball comic roles, was very effective in a serious, domestic role. After a short whirlwind romance, young lawyer John Horace Mason (James Stewart) weds Boston girl Jane (Lombard) and they struggle through their early years together, dealing with parental disapproval, job difficulties, money problems, and the illness of their baby son. Through it all, John and Jane barely manage to remain in love and are determined to make the marriage work. John Cromwell was the competent director and the supporting cast was led by Charles Coburn and Lucile Watson. Sincere drama or saccharine schmaltz, Made for Each Other was a box office success thanks to the billing power of the two stars.

			The first of Mickey Rooney’s five feature films released in 1939, MGM’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was a fairly accurate screen version of Mark Twain’s novel helped by a first-class cast, superb design, and sensitive direction (by Richard Thorpe). Eighteen-year-old Rooney comfortably passed as the much younger Huck and his boyish energy carried the movie. Rex Ingram gives a quietly dignified performance as the runaway slave Jim and William Frawley and Walter Connolly are hilariously right for the con men the Duke and the King. The novel is necessarily abridged (Tom Sawyer doesn’t even show up in the story) but the best sequences from the book are there to savor. MGM made the film as a showcase for its top juvenile star, and Rooney did not disappoint on the screen or at the box office.

			Paramount offered two hard-hitting dramas on the same day. One Third of a Nation was based on a potent stage production presented by the Federal Theatre Project in New York in 1938. Labeled a “Living Newspaper” project, it was a documentary drama that showed how ill-housed many Americans were and continued to be. The screen version added a fuller plot, but there were still plenty of speeches about the plight of the poor and the need for urban reform. When a firetrap of a tenement catches fire on Manhattan’s Lower East Side, many tenants are trapped inside, but the young Joey Martin (Sidney Lumet) manages to get to a fire escape, which crashes to the ground with him on it. His older sister Mary (Sylvia Sidney) is frantic over Joey’s injuries, and a kindly passerby, the wealthy Peter Courtlandt (Leif Erikson), takes Joey to a hospital and pays the bills. Courtlandt finds out that the burnt tenement is one of many in the city that his family owns. Against the resistance of his family, Courtlandt attempts to tear down the “rat trap” housing and replace it with modern buildings. The look of One Third of a Nation is unique, being filmed on location in New York and at the Astoria Studios in Queens. As preachy as parts of the movie are, it is still very persuasive and upsetting.

			Paramount’s Persons in Hiding was a B crime melodrama about real criminals and was based on a book by FBI director J. Edgar Hoover himself. The wanton Dorothy Bronson (Patricia Morison) so much loves expensive perfume, clothes, and other luxuries that she convinces small-time crook Freddy Martin (J. Carrol Naish) to team up with her for a series of robberies, which escalate into kidnapping and murder. Lynne Overman plays Agent Pete Griswold, who hunts down the Bonnie and Clyde–like couple. Much of Persons in Hiding was quite graphic for its time and it is still very effective in spots.

			RKO’s B drama Beauty for the Asking was loosely, very loosely, based on the life and career of Helena Rubenstein. Dumped by her fiancée, Denny Williams (Patric Knowles), for the wealthy socialite Flora Barton (Frieda Inescort), shop girl Jean Russell (Lucille Ball) decides to market a face cream product she has invented. She sends samples to some of the wealthiest women in town, hoping to interest one of them in bankrolling the product. It turns out Flora is interested, so Jean and Denny find themselves together again, creating business and romantic complications. The plot resembles not so much Rubenstein’s life as that of Lucille Ball, who would later move from Hollywood contract player to television mogul.

			Saturday, February 11

			A cross-country test flight of the Lockheed P-38 Lightning came to an unfortunate end. Piloted by Benjamin S. Kelsey, the aircraft flew from March Field in California to Mitchell Field in New York, but, due to engine failure from too much ice in the carburetor, the Lightning crashed just short of the runway. Kelsey survived.

			The Broadway musical revue Blackbirds of 1939, an evening of high-class “Negro” entertainment, only lasted nine performances but it gave audiences the chance to see newcomer Lena Horne featured in five production numbers. When the show quickly closed, Horne headed to Hollywood and did not return to Broadway until 1957, this time as the star of Jamaica.

			————

			The idea of an independent female cowboy was starting to become familiar in 1939. The 20th Century-Fox B western comedy The Arizona Wildcat was about spunky Mary Jane Patterson (Jane Withers), who discovers that her adopted father, Manuel Hernandez (Leo Carrillo), was once the Robin Hood–like bandit El Gato, who robbed the rich and turned over the spoils to the poor. El Gato’s old gang are now all respected citizens, but when trouble rises in town, Mary Jane rouses the old gang to action and joins in the adventure herself.

			The day’s cartoon release was also based on Robin Hood. Warner Brothers’ short Robin Hood Makes Good showed three squirrels who, inspired by the legend, play at Robin Hood. A fox, who catches on to their game, disguises himself as Maid Marian and tries to infiltrate the charade and get a meal out of it. While many of Chuck Jones’s cartoons at Warners were satirical, this one was more cute and harmless.

			Sunday, February 12

			It was a busy day for international sports. The South American Championship in football (soccer, to Americans) was won by Peru, which hosted the event and defeated the Uruguay team 2–1. In Prague, British skater Megan Taylor won the women’s competition of the World Figure Skating Championships. In Switzerland, the Canadian hockey team won the gold at the World Hockey Championships.

			In Hollywood news, director Victor Fleming left the Wizard of Oz set today because David O. Selznick needed him for Gone with the Wind. Clark Gable was not happy with director George Cukor, known as a “women’s director” for the fine performances he got out of actresses. Gable felt he was being slighted during the Gone with the Wind filming and demanded a more “masculine” director. Two days later Fleming started directing Gone with the Wind and King Vidor took over the final shooting of The Wizard of Oz.

			Monday, February 13

			In Spain, Franco dissolved all other political parties and threatened exile for any citizen who did not cooperate with the Nationalist Party.

			Tuesday, February 14

			While many countries around the world were celebrating Valentine’s Day, Germany marked the day by launching the Nazi battleship Bismarck in Hamburg. It was the largest battleship ever built in Germany and, for the next two years, it would be considered the most formidable military vessel on the high seas.

			Wednesday, February 15

			Three days before the official opening of the Golden Gate International Exposition in San Francisco, IBM invited some fair officials to the Palace of Electricity and Communications, where they demonstrated an electric typewriter and a punch card system that could electronically calculate and manage the accounting records for a business.

			On Broadway, playwright and activist Lillian Hellman had the greatest hit of her career: the powerful drama The Little Foxes. The play was set in a small Southern town at the turn of the twentieth century and concerned a rapacious, hate-filled family that has made a fortune during Reconstruction, but they are not content and continue to destroy others and each other to make more money. Tallulah Bankhead got the role of her stage career with the conniving, cold-blooded Regina, who goes so far as to refuse to give her husband (Frank Convoy) his medicine and watches as he suffers a fatal heart attack. Herman Shulman produced and directed the highly praised drama, which ran for over a year. Hellman later wrote the screenplay for the 1941 screen version of The Little Foxes, and many consider it even better than the play. Bette Davis starred as Regina in the superb William Wyler–directed movie.

			————

			United Artists’ Stagecoach was the only Hollywood premiere and expectations were not high for the low-budget, character-driven western that was loosely based on a Guy de Maupassant story that took place during the Franco-Prussian War. United Artists had tried to get Ward Bond or Gary Cooper to play the enigmatic Ringo Kid but ended up going with director John Ford’s choice, John Wayne. Although Wayne had appeared in dozens of silents and talkies, he was far from a star. The only name player in the cast was Claire Trevor, who played the prostitute Dallas. The rest of the cast was comprised of character actors who were already or were soon to be familiar faces: Thomas Mitchell, John Carradine, Andy Devine, Donald Meek, George Bancroft, and Louise Platt. Ernest Haycox’s story, about an odd mix of people riding a stagecoach through Apache territory, was adapted for the screen by Dudley Nichols with some uncredited help by Ben Hecht. There was little action until the climactic attack by Geronimo, but the characters were interesting, the dialogue was sparse but potent, and the location shooting in Monument Valley was refreshingly novel. What might have been a routine western became an enthralling Hollywood classic. Stagecoach made Wayne a film star. It was also the beginning of a long and fruitful collaboration between Wayne and Ford. In 1939 there was something dangerous and powerful about an antihero like the Ringo Kid, and audiences were immediately captivated with his rugged individualism and his raw sense of justice and duty.

			Thursday, February 16

			Hungarian prime minister Béla Imrédy had resigned when it was discovered and reported in the newspapers that he was part Jewish. He was replaced by Pál Teleki, who would later propose and enable anti-Semitic laws in Hungary.

			Friday, February 17

			The Berlin Auto Show was opened by Hitler, who introduced the Volkswagen or “the people’s car.” Designed and priced for the general public, the car became available to Germans in 1941.      

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					FEBRUARY 15—STAGECOACH IS A SURPRISE SUCCESS. Claire Trevor got top billing in Stagecoach, but it was John Wayne who captivated audiences with his rugged, enigmatic performance as the Ringo Kid. Wayne was hardly a novice to movies. He had previously appeared in eighty feature films (many of them B westerns) before making Stagecoach. United Artists / Photofest © United Artists

				

			

			————

			Although W. C. Fields was the top-billed star of Universal’s comedy You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man, he had to share screen time and laughs with the dummy Charlie McCarthy, the alter ego of ventriloquist Edgar Bergen. The popular radio team played performers in the floundering Circus Giganticus owned by Larson E. Whipsnade (Fields). His daughter Vicky (Constance Moore) turns down a marriage proposal from the wealthy Roger Bel-Goodie (James Bush) but reconsiders when she hears about the financial straits her father is in. It was a tired story but the comic gems coming from Fields and McCarthy made it all worthwhile. Also on hand was Eddie “Rochester” Anderson, who was the butt of many of Fields’s insults. You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man may not be among the best Fields vehicles, but some moments are priceless all the same.

			MGM’s comic mystery Fast and Loose was compared (unfavorably) by the critics to The Thin Man series, but this husband-wife sleuthing movie has much to recommend it. Joel Sloane (Robert Montgomery) is a rare book dealer and sometime detective who is interested in buying a scrap of a Shakespeare manuscript from the rich Nick Torrent (Ralph Morgan) for his client Mr. Oates (Etienne Giradot). When Torrent is murdered, Joel is a suspect, so he sets out to try and find the real murderer. He is assisted by his wife, Garda (Rosalind Russell), who likes to exchange acid barbs with him. While the husband-wife chemistry is not as accomplished as that of Nick and Nora Charles, Fast and Furious is still a well-written, tightly directed (by Edwin L. Marin) murder mystery that holds up very well.

			The adventure tale of The Three Musketeers was given a prankish manhandling by 20th Century-Fox, and one’s enjoyment of the farce depended on one’s appreciation of the Ritz Brothers. While the bare bones of Alexandre Dumas’s original story are enacted by Don Ameche (D’Artagnan), Douglass Dumbrille (Athos), John “Dusty” King (Aramis), and Russell Hicks (Porthos), three lackeys (Al, Jimmy, and Harry Ritz) enter the scene and are mistaken for the three famous musketeers by D’Artagnan. There is a lot of physical comedy, low-brow verbal jokes, and even four original songs. Ritz Brothers fans loved it; the rest of the audience found it only occasionally humorous.

			Adolphe Menjou gave a touching performance in the B racetrack drama King of the Turf. He played race-horse owner Jim Mason who was so upset when one of his jockeys died during a race that he gave up on horses and took to drink. The teen runaway Goldie (Roger Daniel) befriends Mason, helps him purchase a horse, and rides it to victory. Goldie’s fame as a jockey brings his family onto the scene, and Mason recognizes Goldie’s mother (Dolores Costello) as his ex-wife, making Goldie his son. It was a convoluted tale, but the actors made the most of it, particularly Menjou.

			Grand National had big plans for its new discovery, singing cowboy Tex Fletcher. He was signed to star in six westerns even though his only screen credit was a short in 1938. The first in the series was Six-Gun Rhythm, a cliché-ridden tale about a cowboy who returns to his Texas town to avenge the death of his father. Fletcher had limited acting talents but came across better when he sang the film’s six songs. Grand National went bankrupt before the other planned movies could be made and Fletcher left Hollywood to pursue other lines of work.

			Saturday, February 18

			While there was a lot of attention in the press about the upcoming World’s Fair in New York City, another exposition of note opened across the continent. The Golden Gate International Exposition was held on the man-made Treasure Island in San Francisco Bay and was a belated celebration of two recent bridges built in the city: the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge in 1936 and the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937. The theme of the fair was “Pageant of the Pacific” and its purpose was to showcase all the nations that bordered the Pacific Ocean. The symbol for the fair was an eighty-foot statue of Pacifica, the goddess of the ocean, called the “Tower of the Sun.” The exposition ran into October, then reopened for four months in 1940, and was attended by over fifteen million people.

			————

			The teenage detective Nancy Drew was introduced to readers in 1930 with The Secret of the Old Clock by Carolyn Keene (a pseudonym for Mildred Wirt Benson). While other books quickly followed, the first movie version of a Nancy Drew adventure was not made until Warner Brothers’ Nancy Drew . . . Detective in 1938, with Bonita Granville as the young heroine. The second film, Nancy Drew . . . Reporter, opened on this date, and Granville was once again Nancy, the daughter of attorney Carson Drew (John Litel), who has a gift for sleuthing. Working for her school newspaper, Nancy decides to investigate a local poisoning case when she is convinced that the accused Eula Denning (Betty Amann) is innocent. Nancy enlists the help of the bumbling neighbor boy Ted Nickerson (Frankie Thomas) and, after some hair-raising adventures, discovers the real murderer. Nancy Drew . . . Reporter is solidly plotted, well acted, and still highly enjoyable. Granville made only two more Drew features, but many other film and television adaptations with different actresses followed.

			Warner Brothers’ other opening was the cartoon Porky’s Tire Trouble. The stammering pig made his screen debut in 1935 and had appeared in over sixty cartoons by 1939. Mel Blanc had been the voice of Porky Pig since 1937 and he voiced him in Porky’s Tire Trouble in which Porky’s dog, Flat Foot Flookey, got most of the attention. The pet follows Porky to the Snappy Rubber Plant where Porky works and sneaks in for a series of mishaps. The funniest bit is when Flookey falls into a vat of rubber and his face changes into those of Clark Gable, Edward G. Robinson, and other film stars.

			The day’s other cartoon release was Disney’s Mickey’s Surprise Party. While Minnie Mouse is baking cookies, her dog Fifi spills some popcorn kernels into the batter without her knowing it. When Mickey and Pluto arrive, the cookies explode in the oven, causing Minnie to cry. Mickey comforts her with a box of Nabisco Oreo cookies, just like the ones his mother bought every time she burnt her cookies. The Nabisco promotion is obvious, but the short has a sweet quality that is far from commercial.

			Sunday, February 19

			While the president of Peru was on a holiday cruise, an unsuccessful coup to take over the presidential palace in Lima was put down by the military.

			In Budapest, British skater Graham Sharp won the men’s competition at the World Figure Skating Championship.

			————

			Moviegoers lining up to see 20th Century-Fox’s Tail Spin and hear Alice Faye sing a lot of songs were in for a disappointment. Instead she played the aviatrix Trixie Lee, who entered a flying competition to earn her bread and butter. Her chief rival in the Cleveland Air Races is society dame Gerry Lester (Constance Bennett), who has the best-equipped plane available. Also in the race was the young flying couple Lois (Patsy Kelly) and Speed Allen (Edward Norris). Mechanic Bud (Charles Farrell) was there for romance and Babe Dugan (Joan Davis) was there for laughs. The soapy melodrama had humor, suspense, a deadly crash, and one song for Faye to sing, the sly “Are You in the Mood for Mischief?”

			Monday, February 20

			In Italy, Mussolini announced that Jews would not be allowed to join the Italian Fascist Party.

			————

			Warner Brothers presented a series of live-action shorts in the late 1930s and early 1940s called Melody Masters and each one gave audiences the opportunity to see the musical artists they heard on the radio and on records. These were low-budget films with static camera work and not much cinema originality, but the musicians and singers made up for it. Artie Shaw and His Orchestra was a ten-minute short in which clarinetist-bandleader Shaw performed five numbers, with vocalists Helen Forrest and Tony Pastor joining in on two of them. The highlight of the short is Shaw’s instrumental version of Cole Porter’s “Begin the Beguine.” Shaw’s 1938 recording had made the song a giant hit, and it is easy to see why when the band plays it in this film.

			Tuesday, February 21

			The Reich in Germany announced that all Jews in the country must turn in all gold, silver, and other precious metals to the government without compensation.

			In New York City, a rally by the German American Bund drew 20,000 Americans to Madison Square Garden where Bund leader Fritz Kuhn denounced FDR, whom he called “Frank D. Rosenfeld,” and his policies, which he termed the “Jew Deal.”

			A patriotic parade in Barcelona, Spain, included 100,000 Nationalist soldiers.

			In England, the battleship HMS King George V was launched. It was the flagship of the British Home Fleet and managed to survive the war.

			————

			Hollywood offered no new movies today, but in Germany a comedy classic premiered. Bel Ami was not a propaganda film but a period social satire about a womanizing ex-soldier George Duroy (Willi Frost) who is called “Bel Ami” by his many feminine conquests. Using influential women, Duroy gets a job as a journalist then gets into government and ends up being a high-ranking cabinet minister. But it is his infatuation with the ladies that is his undoing. Bel Ami was very popular in parts of Europe, helped by the fact that it introduced the popular German song “Du hast Glück bein den Frau’n, Bel Ami.” The film was not seen in the States until 1947, the same year a Hollywood version was made, The Private Affairs of Bel Ami, with George Sanders as Duroy.

			In Sweden, Svensk Filmindustri released the romantic drama En enda natt (Only One Night), the last film actress Ingrid Bergman made in Europe before coming to Hollywood. She played the daughter of a wealthy landowner who falls in love with the stable master (Edvin Adolphson). Before the year was out, Bergman made a sensational American debut in Intermezzo. As for Only One Night, it was not seen in the United States until 1942.

			Wednesday, February 22

			George Washington’s birthday was celebrated in the States on this day. Many tuned in to hear the renowned stage actor Walter Hampden read “Washington’s Farewell Address” on the radio program Our American Schools.

			Across the Atlantic, the British Cabinet authorized the manufacture of more military aircraft, not even putting a budgetary limit on the production directive.

			————

			Paramount released a charming romantic comedy on this date, Cafe Society, a film that deserves to be better known. The spoiled socialite Chris West (Madeleine Carroll) makes a bet with one of the upper crust that she can get newspaper reporter Chick O’Bannon (Fred MacMurray) to marry her. Since Chick is in love with Chris, it is easy to get him to propose. After they are married, Chick finds out about the bet and plans to write a vicious story about it for the paper but Chris’s grandfather (Claude Gillingwater) talks him out of it. Not until Chick starts showing too much affection for nightclub singer Bells Browne (Shirley Ross), does Chris realize that she really loves Chick. Cafe Society may be predictable and contrived but the stars are able to gloss over that.

			A routine B melodrama from Monogram, Star Reporter moved quickly and offered enough action that its many clichés zipped by without notice. The idealistic young newspaper editor John Randolph (Warren Hull) works with the district attorney (Wallis Clark) to rid the city of crooks and crooked politicians. Randolph soon learns that everyone knows secrets about everyone else, so it gets messy quickly. Randolph’s engagement to the DA’s daughter Barbara (Marsha Hunt) is threatened, but so is everyone in this complicated tale that involved murder, safecracking, two signed confessions, and bribery.

			Columbia’s B crime drama was My Son Is a Criminal. “Big Tom” Halloran (Willard Robertson) retires as chief of police with the hope that his son Tim (Alan Baxter) will dedicate his life to the force. Not only does Tim turn to the wrong side of the law, he uses his knowledge of police squad car activity to help gangsters in their criminal endeavors. Complicating matters is a romantic triangle involving Tim, his boyhood friend Allen (Gordon Oliver), and Myrna (Julie Bishop), daughter of the new police chief (Joe King). My Son Is a Criminal is as unsubtle and blunt as its title.

			Thursday, February 23

			Julius Dorpmüller, the Reich’s transport minister, announced today that Jews were not allowed to ride in sleeping cars or dining cars on German railroads.

			The birth of the idea of “pay-per-view” was born in England. The boxing match between Arthur Danahar and Eric Boon was televised and transmitted live to three London movie theatres for an admission charge. The new idea was an instant hit, all three cinemas playing to full houses.

			Also in sports was the National Wrestling Association World Heavyweight Championship in St. Louis. Lou Thesz defeated Everett Marshall.

			The most important news in Hollywood was the Academy Awards ceremony. It was held in the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles and among the presenters were Bob Hope, Cedric Hardwicke, Lloyd C. Douglas, Shirley Temple, and Edgar Bergen. The Academy did not allow any radio coverage of the event but the technician in charge of the sound system secretly transmitted the ceremony to a local station until it was discovered and officials pulled the plug. The big winners were You Can’t Take It with You (Best Picture and Best Director—Frank Capra), Bette Davis for Best Actress in Jezebel, and Spencer Tracy for Best Actor in Boys Town. Walt Disney received seven miniature statuettes for Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and special awards were given to juvenile performers Mickey Rooney and Deanna Durbin.

			————

			The running time for RKO’s Twelve Crowded Hours was only sixty-four minutes but the B crime drama had enough action for twenty-four hours. Newspaper reporter Nick Green (Richard Dix) has only one night to hunt down numbers racketeer George Costain (Cy Kendall) who murdered Nick’s editor. Some comedy was introduced in between the car chases and shootings. Lucille Ball is wasted as Nick’s girl friend Paula, a role as artificial as all the others.

			A superior film premiered in Amsterdam. The Dutch drama Morgen gaat ’t beter! translates as Tomorrow It Will Be Better!, an ironic title considering the precarious state the Netherlands found itself in in 1939. When her father dies, the teenager Willy Verhurst (Lily Bouwmeester) has to fend for herself. Her late father worked in radio so she gets some help from the broadcast programmer Alfred Herder (Paul Steenbergen). But times are difficult for everyone and only by singing “Tomorrow It Will Be Better” do the young people find the strength to continue on. Bouwmeester was thirty-seven years old when she made the film yet was very convincing as the teenage Willy. She had found fame in Europe for her performance in the Dutch film version of Pygmalion (1937) and was offered a Hollywood contract from Paramount, but her husband refused the offer. Bouwmeester retired from the movies when the Germans occupied the Netherlands and spent the war years hiding Jewish children from the Nazis.

			Friday, February 24

			Under some pressure from Germany, the Hungarian government signed the Anti-Comintern Act, making them allies of Germany and Japan against Soviet Russia.

			————

			The fictional Old West hero Hopalong Cassidy first hit the screen in 1935 with William Boyd playing “Hoppy”; dozens of features followed. Both actor and character made five Hopalong films released in 1939. The first one, Sunset Trail, was also one of the best in the series. To determine who murdered rancher John Marsh (Kenneth Harlan) and stole all the money Marsh had from selling his cattle, Hoppy disguises himself as an Eastern greenhorn who writes western novels and plays poker very badly in order to trace the stolen bank notes and uncover the murderer. George “Gabby” Hayes played Hopalong’s sidekick, Windy Halliday, and Robert Fiske was the villain Monte Keller. While Sunset Trail has all the characteristics of a traditional western, it is distinguished by its wry comedy, most of it coming from Boyd who seemed to relish playing a ridiculous dandy.

			Attractive starlets Lynn Bari and June Lang had been cast as the youthful leads in Meet the Girls (1938), a B comedy from 20th Century-Fox. The idea was to create a series of movies featuring the same two characters but only one subsequent film was made: Pardon Our Nerve. Bari and Lang played down-and-out Terry Wilson and Judy Davis who are reduced to acting as escorts for fancy social gatherings. When they learn that a society lady wants a boxer to entertain her guests, the girls talk busboy Samson Smith (Guinn Williams) into impersonating a heavyweight contender. Samson fumbles the role at first but, with the girls’ help, he pulls it off and decides to go into the ring professionally.

			The legendary Disney cartoon Three Little Pigs (1933) and its song “Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?” were both so popular that the studio made three sequels. The last of them was The Practical Pig. The Big Bad wolf manages to capture two of the pigs and hide them away but, using a lie detector machine, the third pig gets the truth out of the wolf and frees his brothers. The expert animation and characterization make The Practical Pig one of Disney’s better cartoons.

			Saturday, February 25

			The first “Anderson” bomb shelter in Britain was erected in an Islington garden in London; hundreds of others would soon be assembled in areas most likely to be bombed. The Berlin police department ordered the city’s Jewish leaders to provide a list of one hundred Jews every day who would be deported.

			————

			One of the most talked about movies of the year was the comedy Yes, My Darling Daughter, a cleaned-up version of a witty 1937 Broadway play. Many thought that Warner Brothers did not clean up the story enough and the film was banned in certain communities. What was all the fuss about? When Ellen (Priscilla Lane) finds out her longtime boyfriend, Douglas (Jeffrey Lynn), has to go to Belgium for two years because of his job, she suggests before he goes that they spend a weekend in a tourist cabin by a lake. Ellen has no intention of engaging in anything improper, and Douglas always does what Ellen says. When Ellen’s parents (Fay Bainter and Ian Hunter) find out about the weekend, they are shocked and Ellen counters with speeches about the modern woman. Soon her grandma (May Robson), other relatives, and even Mom’s old boyfriend (Roland Young) are adding their opinions. Yes, My Darling Daughter is all harmless fun and, taken out of the moral context of the 1930s, rather ridiculous.

			With a provocative title like Wife, Husband and Friend, one might suspect this was the movie to have trouble with the censors. Instead, the 20th Century-Fox film is a clever comedy with some playful twists. Monied Doris Borland (Loretta Young) has always wanted to sing opera even though she is far from talented. Her husband, Leonard (Warner Baxter), is a contractor who is in financial trouble. Ironically, he actually can sing. So he pursues an opera career with the pretty singer Cecil (Binnie Barnes) and tries to keep it from his wife, who keeps singing to empty houses. Director Gregory Ratoff and screenwriter Nunnally Johnson make the crazy premise work. The comedy was remade as Everybody Does It in 1949 with the exact same script, the stars this time being Celeste Holm, Paul Douglas, and Linda Darnell.

			There was also some singing in the period drama-comedy Let Freedom Ring, the songs delivered by opera-voiced Nelson Eddy. The film is a mixed bag, moving from patriotic drama to action western to offbeat comedy to nostalgic musical. In 1868, Steve Logan (Eddy), a government agent in disguise, tries to get a western town to rise up against the railroad tycoon Jim Knox (Edward Arnold). The townspeople included such favorite character players as Lionel Barrymore, Guy Kibbee, Raymond Walburn, Victor McLaglen, and Charles Butterworth, with Virginia Bruce as Steve’s love interest. One suspects that Ben Hecht’s screenplay was an earnest indictment of big business, but much of the film is comic, and then there is government agent Eddy who breaks out in song on seven occasions. Let Freedom Ring is a curiosity with a first-rate cast.

			Republic launched its fifteen-part serial The Lone Ranger Rides Again, and it proved to be as popular as their 1938 series The Lone Ranger. This time Robert Livingston played Bill Andrews who, when needed, becomes the Lone Ranger. Chief Thundercloud (born Victor Daniels and actually part Cherokee) was the ranger’s companion, Tonto, and Ralph Dunn was the series’ main villain, Bart Dolan. The episodic plot involved settlers being driven out of their New Mexico homesteads by thugs hired by Dolan, and there were enough cliffhangers to keep audiences (mostly boys) coming back each week.

			Victory Pictures, another minor league studio, offered its own western, Code of the Cactus, but it was set in modern times and the cattle rustlers used trucks. Lightning Bill Carson (Tim McCoy) disguises himself as a Mexican bandit in order to infiltrate the gang run by Blackton (Forrest Taylor). The contemporary setting didn’t keep the film from employing the oldest western clichés, but McCoy played his two personas with a sly and knowing grin. His humor must have rubbed off on the other players because much of Code of the Cactus is actually funny.

			Sunday, February 26

			While the British government was debating whether or not to recognize the Franco regime in Spain, approximately one thousand anti-Fascist demonstrators filled Trafalgar Square in London and marched to Downing Street to discourage Prime Minister Chamberlain from supporting Franco.

			Monday, February 27

			Among the handful of decisions handed down from the Supreme Court was the declaration that sit-down strikes are illegal.

			Nadezhda Krupskaya, the widow of Lenin and a staunch Russian revolutionary, died in Moscow at the age of seventy, fifteen years after her husband’s demise.

			Both Great Britain and France officially recognized Franco’s regime in Spain. It was not a popular decision. The next day, a motion in the House of Commons castigated the move but was defeated.

			Tuesday, February 28

			In Washington, Senator Robert F. Wagner, a Democrat from New York State, introduced a National Health Program as an amendment to the Social Security Bill. The amendment did not pass and a similar program, Medicare, did not materialize until 1965.

			Two different English translations of Hitler’s inflammatory autobiography Mein Kampf (My Struggle) appeared in American bookstores.

			Austria had been peacefully annexed into Nazi Germany in March of 1938 and persecution of the Jews began immediately. But Austrians, most of whom were Roman Catholic, were surprised when the Nazi Party confiscated a large sum of valuable possessions from the Catholic Church in Austria to go to the State treasury.

			One of the most popular of all “nonsense” or “novelty” songs was born. “Three Little Fishies” was recorded by the Smoothies with Hal Kemp’s Orchestra. The Saxie Dowell ditty was released in May and was an immediate hit for Victor Records.

			————

			A first-rate English comedy, Me and My Pal, was released in Great Britain. Scottish comedian Dave Willis starred in the movie about two lorry (truck) drivers, Dave Craig (Willis) and Hal Thomson (George Moon), who are tricked into participating in an insurance scam by some criminals. The comedy was made by Welwyn Studios and released by Pathé Pictures International.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Mothers of Today

					1	Society Smugglers

					1	Rollin’ Westward

					1	Smoky Trails

					2	Blackwell’s Island (NYC)

					3	Risky Business

					3	The Oklahoma Kid (Tulsa, Oklahoma)

					4	Secret Service of the Air

					5	Two Gun Troubadour

					6	I Was a Convict

					8	The Saint Strikes Back (NYC)

					8	The Spirit of Culver (NYC)

					8	The Mystery of Mr. Wong

					8	Blondie Meets the Boss

					8	Mystery Plane

					10	The Little Princess (NYC)

					10	Inside Story

					10	The Ice Follies of 1939

					12	Trigger Smith

					13	Rough Riders’ Round-up

					15	King of Chinatown (NYC)

					16	Love Affair (NYC)

					16	Lone Star Pioneers

					17	Three Smart Girls Grow Up (NYC)

					17	Mystery of the White Room

					17	Within the Law

					18	The Adventures of Jane Arden

					18	Lure of the Wasteland

					19	Southward Ho

					20	Panama Patrol

					21	Society Lawyer

					22	I’m from Missouri (NYC)

					24	Wuthering Heights

					24	Midnight

					24	You Can’t Get Away with Murder (NYC)

					24	Sergeant Madden

					24	Everybody’s Baby

					24	Trouble in Sundown

					27	Mexicali Rose

					29	The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle

					29	Let Us Live (NYC)

					29	They Made Her a Spy (NYC)

					29	Bulldog Drummond’s Secret Police (NYC)

					30	Winner Take All (NYC)

					30	North of the Yukon

					30	Romance of the Redwoods

					31	The Hound of the Baskervilles  (NYC)

					31	Silver on the Sage

					31	Sudden Money

					31	Almost a Gentleman

					31	The Family Next Door

				

			

		

		
			Wednesday, March 1

			A Japanese Imperial Army ammunition dump accidentally exploded in Hirakata, Osaka, killing over two hundred people and wounding over five hundred.

			In Rome, cardinals from around the world gathered to begin the election of a new pope. It would be one of the shortest conclaves in the modern history of the Church.

			The Gilbert and Sullivan operetta favorite The Mikado received two makeovers this year. The first was The Swing Mikado, which used the original songs but rearranged for a swing orchestra, the setting was changed from Japan to a tropical Pacific island, and the cast was all African American. The production originated in Chicago, where it was put together by the Federal Theatre Program. The Swing Mikado was so popular in Chicago that the production was moved to Broadway, where it ran three weeks.

			————

			Just as Yiddish theatre was popular in large cities with many Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe, there were also shund movies, low-budget films usually about life in the New World. Mothers of Today is one of the best surviving samples. Esther Waldman (Esther Field) is pleased to see her children try to make good in their new land but is disturbed by the way they are throwing off traditions and leaving the past behind. The crudely made but effective film, written, produced, and directed by Henry Lynn, was performed in Yiddish with English subtitles. Radio star Esther Field, in her only film, is very effective as the grieving mother.

			A low-budget, fast-paced B crime drama, Universal’s Society Smugglers was directed by German-Jewish refugee Joe May, and it sometimes feels like those expressionistic Teutonic melodramas. Someone is smuggling diamonds out of the country and a luggage manufacturing company is suspected. The Treasury Department has agent Joan Martin (Irene Hervey) pose as a secretary in the company’s office and sniff out the culprit. The premise was familiar, but there were some nice twists in the plot along the way.

			The day’s other two entries were B westerns. Monogram’s Tex Ritter vehicle Rollin’ Westward was about yet another rancher (Herbert Corhell) and his pretty daughter (Dorothy Fay) who are being driven off their land, so they enlist the help of cowboy Tex Ramsey (Ritter). Also familiar was Metropolitan’s Smoky Trails, a vehicle for Bob Steele. He played cowboy Bob Archer, who is out to find the man who killed his father. He disguises himself as a bandit to get into the murderer’s gang but has more trouble getting out of it.

			Thursday, March 2

			Proving that bureaucracy in state government has long been a problem in New England, the Massachusetts legislature finally ratified the Bill of Rights, 147 years late. Vatican politics, on the other hand, moved very swiftly. After only two days of discussion, the Papal Conclave elected Italian cardinal Eugenio Pacelli as pope. He took the name Pius XII and sat on St. Peter’s throne for nineteen years.

			Although it was far from a bestseller, a book published in the States was about a startling conspiracy theory. The Strange Death of Adolf Hitler by an anonymous author stated that Hitler was poisoned the night before the Munich Conference in 1938 and that a double had been in use by the Nazi Party since that time.

			Another theory was questioned when the British Egyptologist Howard Carter, one of the two men to discover the tomb of Tutankhamen (King Tut) in 1922, died of natural causes at the age of sixty-four. The theory that all those who disturbed the “boy king’s” tomb met with terrible fates was certainly not true for Carter.

			————

			The day’s only film premiered in New York City and furthered the career of intense young actor John Garfield. Warner Brothers’ Blackwell’s Island was a fictional account of events that happened in 1934 at the New York City penitentiary located on what is today known as Roosevelt Island. The eccentric mobster Bull Bransom (Stanley Fields) is convicted of conspiracy charges and is sent to Blackwell’s Island where he continues to run his illegal activities from within. Crime reporter Tim Haydon (Garfield) poses as an inmate in order to get close to Branson and find out how he operates and which corrupt politicians on the outside are helping him. The B melodrama was completed before Garfield made Four Daughters (1938) but not yet released when that film premiered and Garfield was the talk of Hollywood. Warners’ reshot and reedited parts of Blackwell’s Island in order to build up Garfield’s role. They also added Rosemary Lane to the movie because she had played so well with Garfield in Four Daughters.

			Friday, March 3

			A group of reporters converged on Harvard University so that a handful of students could demonstrate the latest college fad: goldfish swallowing.

			First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt christened the Yankee Clipper on this date. Officially the Boeing 314 Clipper, the plane was a long-range flying boat meant for transocean commercial flights. One of the largest aircraft of its day, the Clippers were later used for military transport during the war.

			In British India, activist Mahatma Gandhi today began his famous fast in Bombay to protest the autocratic rule in India. After four days, the viceroy of India invited Gandhi to a political conference in New Delhi and Gandhi agreed to end the fast and speak at the gathering.

			————

			A first-rate crime drama about a kidnapping, Universal’s Risky Business gave George Murphy one of the best roles of his uneven career. He played radio commentator Dan Clifford, who is looking for a chance to become famous. When Norma (Frances Robinson), the young daughter of Hollywood mogul Henry Jameson (Charles Trowbridge), is kidnapped by gangsters, Clifford eagerly volunteers to act as intermediary and carry the ransom money. Phil Decarno (Eduardo Ciannelli), the gangster behind the kidnapping, wants clemency from the governor, but the governor tells Clifford that he refuses to let Decarno off. So Clifford lies to Decarno and the girl is released. When he finds out Clifford double-crossed him, Decarno has Clifford killed. The character of Clifford was loosely based on popular columnist Walter Winchell. The same story had been told previously in Universal’s Okay America! (1932) with Lew Ayres as the reporter.

			The day’s other movie, The Oklahoma Kid, did not premiere in California or New York but in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as a way of getting extra publicity. Warner Brothers probably figured they needed it because they cast two of their most popular gangster stars, James Cagney and Humphrey Bogart, in a western. Not surprisingly, The Oklahoma Kid feels more like a mobster melodrama than a western. Bogart plays the gang leader Whip McCord, who is so mean he holds up the stagecoach carrying money to be paid to the Cherokees for their land. Cagney plays an equally nasty gang leader named Jim Kincaid, who steals the money from McCord. The two crooks compete over gambling saloons and corrupt local politics. The only western touch is when McCord incites a mob into lynching Kincaid’s father, rather than ordering a tommy gun hit. It was Cagney’s first western, and, with his New Yorkese accent and oversized cowboy hat, it did not lead to many more. The Oklahoma Kid is an odd but often enjoyable film and the two stars are worth watching.

			Saturday, March 4

			A recording of the torchy ballad “Deep Purple” by Larry Clinton and his Orchestra, with vocalist Bea Wain, went to the top of the music charts on this day and stayed there for nine weeks. Peter DeRose composed the piece as an instrumental in 1933 and it enjoyed some popularity when recorded by Paul Whiteman’s orchestra. Mitchell Parish added the moody lyric about the sky turning purple in 1938 and the Victor recording made the song a hit.

			————

			Because an ex-Secret Service agent contributed to the screenplay of Secret Service of the Air, Warner Brothers advertised that the film was very authentic. It might have been but it was also rather leaden. Someone is illegally smuggling Mexicans into the country in a small plane. The Secret Service assigns Lieut. “Brass” Bancroft (Ronald Reagan) to find out who is behind the smuggling and to stop it. It was one of Reagan’s first leading roles and, as his assistant and sidekick Gabby Watters, Eddie Foy Jr. provided some much-needed laughs. What little action there was in the movie came from stock footage of the Pan American M-130 Clipper. Perhaps the most interesting thing about this B movie is the still-timely subject of Mexicans crossing the border into the States. Reagan returned to the role of Bancroft three times in the near future.

			Sunday, March 5

			The Spanish Republican cause took a beating today when their destroyer Sánchez Barcáiztegui was bombed by the Nationalist Army in Cartagena.

			————

			Spectrum Pictures, a very minor studio, offered Two Gun Troubadour, a B western featuring the singing cowboy Fred Scott. He played rancher Fred Dean, who is killed by his brother Kirk (Carl Mathews). Then Scott played Fred Dean Jr., who, twenty-two years later, is out to avenge his father’s death. Bill Barton (John Merton), the only one who saw the killing, is now grown up and working for the older Kirk, making it difficult for Fred Jr. to find out the truth about what actually happened. As his fans expected, Scott sang five cowboy songs in between all the action.

			Monday, March 6

			The United Auto Workers amended its constitution on this day, forbidding Communists from holding union officer positions.

			————

			The difficulty of going straight after a jail term was the subject of many 1930s films about ex-cons who were seduced back into a world of crime. Republic’s I Was a Convict was unique in that the ex-con, John B. Harrison (Clarence Kolb), was a millionaire who served time for income tax evasion. Once released, Harrison returns to his business and hires two fellow parolees, Ace King (Barton MacLane) and Missouri Smith (Horace McMahon), much against the wishes of most of the family. The bad publicity hurts Harrison’s business, but the two jailbirds use their wits to help their friend out. Then things get dangerous when two escapees from prison plot to murder Ace for ratting on them. I Was a Convict was a better-than-average B melodrama with some worthwhile writing and acting.

			Tuesday, March 7

			Guy Lombardo and His Royal Canadians went into the Decca studio and recorded the Scottish ditty “Auld Lang Syne.” The recording would become a hit and soon no New Year’s Eve broadcast or concert was complete without Lombardo and his band. The recording is still played at midnight in Times Square on New Year’s Eve.

			The first issue of Glamour magazine appeared on the newsstands. Alluring Hollywood actress Ann Sheridan was on the cover.

			Teenager Judy Garland was a guest on Bob Hope’s first popular radio program, The Pepsodent Show. She sang the song “F.D.R. Jones” about a family who names their newborn after Franklin Roosevelt.

			Wednesday, March 8

			General Franco declared a blockade of all remaining Republican-held ports in Spain. The decree stated that all ships, no matter what nationality, that come within the three-mile limit will be seized or torpedoed.

			On Broadway, actress Judith Anderson was roundly applauded for her performance as Mary, the mother of Jesus, in the biblical drama Family Portrait. Good reviews and Anderson’s popularity helped the drama run fourteen weeks.

			————

			Five Hollywood movies premiered, three of them in California and two in New York. The RKO sequel The Saint Strikes Back was the first Manhattan opening. The “Saint” was debonair British detective Simon Templar, who was featured in a series of books by Leslie Charteris. He first appeared on the screen in 1938 in The Saint in New York with Louis Hayward as the title character. George Sanders played Simon in The Saint Strikes Back and he was so effective in the role that he starred in four subsequent “Saint” films for RKO. The plot is a confusing mess about a disgraced cop’s daughter, Val Travers (Wendy Barrie), who mingles with gangsters in order to avenge her father’s death. The only thing that matters is Sanders, whose snide, witty performance turns a B melodrama into first-class fun.

			The other New York premiere was Universal’s melodrama The Spirit of Culver, a remake of the studio’s Tom Brown of Culver (1932). Young Tom Allen (Jackie Cooper) is on the breadlines with so many others during the Depression. His father was Doc Allen, a medic who was killed in the Great War, and was good to Tubby (Andy Devine), who now works in a soup kitchen. When he discovers that Tom is Doc’s son, Tubby arranges a scholarship to send Tom to Culver Military Academy in Indiana. Street-smart Tom doesn’t get along with the other boys, but his roommate, Bob Randolph (Freddie Bartholomew), helps him adjust. Just when things are getting better, Doc Allen (Henry Hull) shows up, not dead but (he thinks) a deserter. It takes Tubby and Bob to prove that Doc was shell-shocked and not a deserter after all. The Spirit of Culver features two of the era’s favorite juvenile actors, Cooper and Bartholomew, as well as such kid performers as Tim Holt, Jackie Moran, and Gene Reynolds.

			Boris Karloff took time off from horror films to make a series of five “Mr. Wong” films between 1938 and 1940. James Lee Wong was Hugh Wiley’s fictional Chinese-American agent of the U.S. Treasury Department who was based in San Francisco. Karloff first played Wong in Mr. Wong, Detective (1938) then made two sequels in 1939. The first was The Mystery of Mr. Wong and it centered on a stolen sapphire from China called “The Eye of the Daughter of the Moon.” The gem is rumored to be cursed and when the American who got hold of it is murdered, Mr. Wong investigates. Well plotted and acted, The Mystery of Mr. Wong is perhaps the best of the series. It was followed by two more Mr. Wong movies in 1940.

			An even more popular series was that of housewife Blondie, and Blondie Meets the Boss was the second in the series of twenty-seven comedies featuring Penny Singleton. The movies, based on the comic strip that Chic Young had created in 1930, also involved Blondie’s clumsy husband, Dagwood (Arthur Lake); their son, Baby Dumpling (Larry Simms); and Dagwood’s boss, Mr. Dithers (Jonathan Hale). Blondie Meets the Boss is about the mishaps that occur when Dagwood stays at home and tries to be a housewife while Blondie goes to work in Dagwood’s office. It was all contrived nonsense but highly enjoyable.

			Also based on a comic strip was Mystery Plane, featuring the hero Tailspin Tommy Tompkins from Hal Forrest’s long-running comic strip Tailspin Tommy. Tommy was inspired by Charles Lindbergh (the strip began within a year of Lindbergh’s 1927 flight) and Tommy’s adventures as a daring pilot were highly appealing to Americans. The first film version came in 1934 and Monogram’s Mystery Plane in 1939 was the first to feature John Trent as Tommy. The aviator invents a device that drops bombs from the air with a high level of accuracy. Tommy wants to sell his invention to the government, but before he can do so his girlfriend, Betty Lou Barnes (Marjorie Reynolds), is kidnapped by enemy agents who want the device, and Tommy has to rescue her. Mystery Plane is so slow and numbing that it is surprising that Monogram released three more Tailspin Tommy films in 1939.

			Thursday, March 9

			Emil Hácha, the president of Czechoslovakia, ousted the pro-German Jozef Tiso as premiere of Slovakia today and declared martial law in the Eastern European country.

			On the other side of the Atlantic, the United States and Brazil signed an agreement in which the South American nation would be helped financially by the States.

			Friday, March 10

			In England, twenty IRA members were sentenced to twenty-year prison terms for planning terrorist bombings in and around London.

			————

			Most of Shirley Temple’s films were tailor-made by 20th Century-Fox to fit the little tot’s considerable talents. But Frances Hodgson Burnett’s tale The Little Princess had been around since 1888 and had been adapted many times for the stage and screen before Temple was cast as the title heroine. The “princess” is wealthy little Sara Crewe who is put in an exclusive boarding school when her father (Ian Hunter) goes off to the Boer War. When he is reported missing and the tuition checks stop coming, Sara is reduced from privileged student to lowly servant who scrubs floors and cleans out the fireplaces. Sara is convinced her father is alive and goes to various veterans’ hospitals until she finds him. Temple does very little singing or dancing in The Little Princess, and many consider this to be her finest dramatic performance. The film is first-rate as well, with a tight script, excellent production values, and firm direction by Walter Lang.

			The other release by 20th Century-Fox was the teary melodrama Inside Story about kind-hearted newspaper reporter Barney Callahan (Michael Whalen) who decides to find the loneliest woman in New York City and bring her to a farm to celebrate a wholesome Christmas Day. He selects the tough June White (Jean Rogers), who he thinks is a lonely stenographer; in truth, she is a nightclub owner who doesn’t believe in Christmas. Needless to say, by the end of the movie she is thinking differently.

			MGM offered an equally saccharine melodrama, The Ice Follies of 1939. The married skating team of Larry Hall (James Stewart) and Mary McKay (Joan Crawford) barely make ends meet, so when Mary is offered a Hollywood contract she readily accepts it. The decision ruins their marriage, and Larry goes to Canada, where he puts on a big ice show. It takes a lot of scheming (and skating) on the writers’ part to get them back together. Lew Ayres was also featured as a professional skater, although none of the three leads did any of their own skating. The professional troupe called the International Ice Follies did all the skating in the movie and their performance is the film’s only saving grace.

			Saturday, March 11

			A new government was formed in the province of Slovakia today. It had no old members returning, as planned by Czechoslovakian president Emil Hácha.

			Live radio broadcasts by the Metropolitan Opera in New York had begun in 1931 and continued to grow in popularity. The broadcast on this day featured Lily Pons and Lawrence Tibbett in selections from Verdi’s Rigoletto.

			————

			A movie to encourage citizens to work hard for their country’s good opened in Japan. Hataraku ikka (The Whole Family Works) was more subtle than a propaganda film because the emphasis is on the characters as individuals. Ishimura (Musei Tokugawa) loses his job, so he tells his nine children that all of them must find jobs to keep the family together. Kiichi (Akira Ubukata), the eldest son, hopes to quit his job and go back to school, but the others convince him not to do it. The movie was directed by the prolific Mikio Naruse who would find international acclaim after World War II.

			Sunday, March 12

			Pope Pius XII was crowned in Vatican City. He remains a controversial figure with regard to the Holocaust. Before he was pope, Cardinal Pacelli was the Vatican diplomat to Nazi Germany and condemned the Third Reich on several occasions. Once the war broke out, he remained in contact with the German underground and helped to save many Jews. On the other hand, some claim Pius did not do enough to combat the Holocaust and too often remained silent when he could have asserted his authority. One thing is known today: Hitler hated the pope and in 1943 ordered plans to kidnap him. The plan was never executed.

			————

			Trigger Smith, a Monogram B western, was the only new offering. During a bank robbery in the town of Piru, a lawman is killed. His father, Marshal Smith (Ed Cassidy), sends for his other son, Jack “Trigger” Smith (Addison Randall), to go undercover as a ranch hand and find the secret hiding place of the gang who robbed the bank. The usual intrigue, romance with the rancher’s daughter (Joyce Bryant), and shootouts followed.

			Monday, March 13

			The Pan-German League, known in Germany as the Alldeutscher Verband, was dissolved. Founded in 1891 to promote German nationalism in regions outside of Germany, the small but potent group had great influence over the German government. The league was also responsible for promoting the idea of the Aryan race as superior. Membership in the league declined as the Nazi Party rose to power and many of its members left and supported Hitler.

			————

			Republic’s Rough Riders’ Round-up was far from Roy Rogers’s first film, but it was among the earliest in which he was the major character. After a few years of singing on screen as a member of the Sons of the Pioneers, Rogers started playing characters even though he was always called Roy Rogers. Rough Riders’ Round-up was about Rogers and other members of Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough Riders, who, after the Spanish-American War, move to Arizona where they work as a border patrol outfit. When a fellow ranger is killed by Arizona Jack (William Pawley), Rogers and his companions Rusty (Raymond Hatton) and Tommy (Eddie Acuff) hunt him down, taking time out for Rogers to sing two songs, which included a little western yodeling.

			Tuesday, March 14

			Hitler forced Czechoslovakian president Hácha to surrender the regions of Bohemia and Moravia to Germany on this day, naming the areas a German Protectorate. On the same day, the region of Carpatho-Ukraine declared its independence. Hungary reacted by invading the region and annexing it.

			In the States, the first trial of the “Philadelphia Poison Ring” began. Brothers Herman and Paul Petrillo were accused of running a murder-for-hire organization that poisoned its victims for money. The two men were eventually convicted of 114 murders, and both were executed in 1941.

			Dictators showed up on Broadway two days in a row. Today the drama First American Dictator about Louisiana governor Huey Long (Conrad Noles) opened to negative reviews. The next night, the drama Tell My Story, about a Mussolini-like Fascist dictator called The Duke (Robert H. Harris), opened to similarly dismissive notices. The Long play lasted a week, the Duke play closed after opening night.

			————

			The noteworthy French film Derriere la façade (Behind the facade), directed by Georges Lacombe and Yves Mirande, opened in Paris. The meandering but fascinating movie is about two policemen (Lucien Baroux and Jacques Baumer) who investigate a murder in an apartment building. The more they question the various tenants, the more secrets they uncover. What makes the film so interesting are the performances by several outstanding actors in France: André Lefaur, Erich von Stroheim, Jules Barry, Gaby Morlay, Michel Simon, Marguerite Moreno, and Elire Popesco. Derriere la façade would not be seen in the States until 1944.

			Wednesday, March 15

			German troops marched into Bohemia and occupied the disputed territory, dividing the region into Slovakia, Moravia, and Czechoslovakia.

			————

			Racketeering in the Chinatown section of a large American city was the subject of King of Chinatown, a complicated melodrama released by Paramount on this day. The King of the title is not Chinese but the Russian mobster Frank Baturin (Akim Tamiroff); most of the Chinese characters are played by Caucasians. The authentic Asian Anna May Wong plays the dedicated Dr. Mary Ling, who, although she hates Baturin, operates on him because of her ethics as a physician when he is wounded. Sidney Toler, in Charlie Chan mode, plays Mary’s father, Dr. Chang Ling, who defies Baturin and manages to protect the Chinese community from his henchmen. As a B crime drama, King of Chinatown is routine; as an example of Hollywood multicultural casting, it is unusual.

			Thursday, March 16

			To no one’s surprise, Nazi Germany crossed the border into Czechoslovakia and occupied the country. The next day Hitler arrived in Prague.

			During a National Hockey League game, the New York Rangers vs. the New York Americans had a record ten goals in one period.

			Filming for The Wizard of Oz ended. The final sequences to be shot were the black-and-white scenes on the Kansas farm.

			————

			One of the most romantic, if sentimental, movies of the 1930s, Love Affair has been overshadowed by its classy 1957 remake titled An Affair to Remember. Yet for many the original is the finer film. Frenchman Michel Marnet (Charles Boyer) and American nightclub singer Terry McKay (Irene Dunne) meet and fall in love during an ocean voyage even though they are promised to other people. When forced to part, they agree to meet on the observation deck of the Empire State Building in one year and see if they are still in love. Michel keeps the appointment but Terry does not, so he is crushed. Only later does he learn that Terry was hit by a car on her way to the assignation and, through the clue of a painting, he is reunited with her. Years later, both Boyer and Dunne stated that this was their favorite of all their movies. Many agree with them because Love Affair is so beautifully written, acted, and directed that it remains intelligent even as it gets tearful. Among the supporting cast, Maria Ouspenskaya stands out as Michel’s aristocratic grandmother. Leo McCarey directed and contributed to the script. He also directed the remake An Affair to Remember with Deborah Kerr and Cary Grant in fine form as the lovers. Another remake, returning to the title Love Affair (1994), starred Annette Bening and Warren Beatty.

			The settlers in Columbia’s B western Lone Star Pioneers are Texas homesteaders who depend on the wagon train to bring them supplies. But Buck Bally (Slim Whitaker) and his gang keep robbing the wagons, so Marshal Pat Barnett (Bill Elliott) disguises himself as an outlaw and infiltrates Buck’s gang. The usual double crosses follow and Barnett has to save the day by shooting his way to a happy ending.

			Friday, March 17

			While St. Patrick’s Day was celebrated in some countries, the Second Sino-Japanese War intensified with the beginning of the Battle of Nanchang, in which there were twenty-four thousand Japanese and fifty-one thousand Chinese casualties. The two-month battle in southeastern China resulted in a deadly stalemate in May, and the war continued until 1945.

			In Europe, the Iberian Pact was signed by the nationalist government of Portugal with Spain, which was in the final days of its civil war. The nonaggression pact later allowed both nations to remain neutral during World War II.

			————

			A popular sequel to Universal’s Three Smart Girls (1936) which made Deanna Durbin a star, Three Smart Girls Grow Up was a domestic comedy that concerned the adventures of three upper-class sisters living in Manhattan. Durbin plays the youngest sister Penny who tries to solve the dilemma of one sister falling for the other’s fiancé. Durbin played a secondary role in the first film but in this one she is featured and audiences fell in love with her, particularly when she sang some classical selections in her crisp soprano voice. Nan Grey and Helen Parrish played Penny’s sisters, Charles Winninger and Nella Walker were her parents, and Robert Cummings was the man caught between two sisters. Henry Koster was the shrewd director and the comedy was a big hit.

			Universal’s other entry was the crime drama Mystery of the White Room. The white room refers to a hospital operating room where a surgeon is murdered while performing an eye operation. The crime was done during a brief blackout, so police sergeant Spencer (Thomas E. Jackson) figures that one of the doctors or nurses in the room is the culprit. More than one had a motive for murder, so the mystery gets complicated before it is resolved quickly and illogically.

			The story for MGM’s melodrama Within the Law went back to Bayard Veiller’s 1912 play of the same name, which had been filmed three times before. Department store clerk Mary Turner (Ruth Hussey) is wrongly accused of theft by the store’s owner, Edward Gilder (Samuel S. Hinds). She is convicted and sent to prison, where she studies the law books in the library looking for a way to get revenge. Once released, Mary uses her legal knowledge to scam wealthy men by extorting money from them through a gang. She plans to scam Gilder’s son Richard (Tom Neal) and marry him, getting her revenge. But Mary falls in love with Richard and tells him the truth about her past. Just when it looks like Mary is going to be framed for a new robbery, her name is cleared.

			Disney’s animated creation Goofy had appeared in supporting roles in several shorts but he didn’t become the star of his own cartoon until Goofy and Wilbur. Goofy (voiced by George Johnson) goes fishing with his pal Wilbur, a grasshopper who lures the fish into Goofy’s net. But when a frog swallows Wilbur, Goofy has to rescue his little friend. Filled with physical comedy and sentiment, the short is masterfully done and Goofy would go on to have his own series of cartoons.

			Saturday, March 18

			Although the United States was officially neutral in the growing hostilities in Europe, the U.S. government raised the import tax on German goods by 26 percent, further alienating Hitler.

			One of the most famous stories to ever come from the New Yorker magazine was in today’s issue. James Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” was an immediate success and was later reprinted in dozens of anthologies. It is arguably Thurber’s most famous story, and thereafter the term “Walter Mitty” meant a daydreamer.

			————

			Based on a London play that was inspired by a popular comic strip in Great Britain, Warner Brothers’ The Adventures of Jane Arden introduced Americans to the heroine. In the newspapers, Jane was a well-endowed blonde who got into scrapes, usually losing much of her clothing in unusual ways. She was later a favorite pin-up girl during the war, but Jane had many readers in the 1930s. Unfortunately the B movie The Adventures of Jane Arden is a flimsy crime drama in which reporter Jane (Rosella Towne) uncovers a gang of jewel thieves. The most interesting thing about the film is Towne, whose brief Hollywood career (1937 to 1943) only hinted at her talents.

			The most memorable aspect of the B western Lure of the Wasteland is that it is in color. An independent production released through Monogram Pictures, the film involved hidden loot, a kidnapping, and yet another federal agent (Snub Pollard) disguised as an outlaw. Most of the “Poverty Row” studios in Hollywood kept their budgets low by using little-known actors and scrimping on production costs. Yet Lure of the Wasteland was filmed in color, something only the major studios could afford on occasion. Perhaps they should have saved their money by shooting the western in black and white and putting the cash into a better script.

			One of Robert Benchley’s “How to . . .” shorts, MGM’s An Hour for Lunch is a droll comedy in which everyman Benchley tries to demonstrate how to efficiently use the one-hour lunch time. He attempts to get a haircut, return a purchase at a store, and other activities, but nothing goes right and he doesn’t even get to eat lunch.

			Sunday, March 19

			French Egyptologist Pierre Montet announced that his archeological team had discovered the tomb of the Egyptian pharaoh Psusennes near Port Said. Before World War II put a stop to his excavations, Montet also found the tombs of two other pharaohs, Amenemope and Shoshenq II.

			The African American law student Lloyd L. Gaines disappeared and has never been found. Gaines had been denied entrance to the University of Missouri School of Law, sued the state, and the case went all the way to the Supreme Court. The justices decided that the college must accept Gaines or the state should build a law school for African Americans. Missouri decided to found a new school, but before he started classes, Gaines disappeared after leaving a fraternity house in Chicago. Today the Black Culture Center at the University of Missouri and a law school scholarship are named for Gaines.

			————

			Roy Rogers’s second film of the year was Southward Ho. The Republic western is notable because Rogers was teamed for the first time with George “Gabby” Hayes. The two played ex-Confederate soldiers who return to Texas after the war and find that some Yankee officers are in charge of Reconstruction. Captain Jeffries (Arthur Loft) has a gang that robs Texans instead of protecting them. When his superior officer gets suspicious, Jeffries has him killed. It is up to Rogers and Hayes to stop Jeffries’s illegal activities. Southward Ho is considered one of the better Rogers-Hayes westerns. Hayes would go on to become one of the most popular of all western sidekicks, appearing not only with Rogers but also John Wayne, Randolph Scott, and others.

			Monday, March 20

			FDR favorite William O. Douglas was named to the Supreme Court, replacing Louis Brandeis who had retired. Douglas was only forty, one of the youngest justices on record. He remained on the Supreme Court for nearly thirty-seven years, still the longest term in the history of the court.

			When Hitler demanded that the territory of Memel in Lithuania be turned over to Germany, seven thousand Jews fled Memel.

			Supposedly the Nazi Party burned five thousand works of “degenerate art.” Since the act was not a public one and there were no witnesses, the number of objects is unconfirmed. In fact, the burning itself cannot be substantiated.

			————

			The Grand National spy thriller Panama Patrol is noteworthy because the villains are the Chinese, an indication that Americans distrusted all Asian countries in 1939. Major Philip Waring (Leon Ames) is about to marry Helen Lane (Charlotte Wynters) when he is summoned to help decode a secret message coming from the Far East. With the help of his assistant Lieutenant Murdock (Weldon Heyburn), Waring learns that Chinese agents, with Germany’s help, plan to blow up the Panama Canal. Before Waring can get to the conspirators, they kidnap Helen and she has to be rescued before the zero hour. The plot was more interesting than the characters and the B movie missed the mark in several instances.

			Tuesday, March 21

			Singer Kate Smith had popularized Irving Berlin’s patriotic song “God Bless America” when she sang it on the radio on Armistice Day in 1938. Today she went into the Victor Records studio and recorded the song. The disc was a top-chart seller and was identified with Smith for the rest of her long career.

			————

			A slick MGM B melodrama, Society Lawyer boasts some fine performances but the convoluted plot runs out of steam long before it is over. High-class lawyer Christopher Durant (Walter Pidgeon) enjoys defending low-class criminals, which does not sit well with his fiancée, Sue (Frances Mercer), or her family. Sue leaves Durant for another man, Phil Siddall (Lee Bowman), who is arrested for murdering his ex-girlfriend Judy Barton (Ann Morriss). Sue pleads with Durant to defend Siddall. He uses his underworld connections to find out who really killed Judy and Siddall is exonerated. Virginia Bruce played the nightclub singer Pat Abbott and Leo Carrillo was the gangster Tony Gazotti; both help Durant in his investigation. Society Lawyer doesn’t look like a B movie but the plotting and dialogue do.

			Wednesday, March 22

			With no resistance, German troops marched into Lithuania.

			In Great Britain, five bombs were exploded in various sites around London; the IRA took responsibility.

			The Lucky Strike–sponsored radio quiz program Kay Kyser’s Kollege of Musical Knowledge moved from the Mutual Radio network to NBC. It was a smart move because the ratings soared and by the end of the season the program had over twenty million listeners.     
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					MARCH 22—KAY KYSER ON THE AIR. Bandleader and radio star Kyser first started performing his Kay Kyser’s Kollege of Musical Knowledge show in nightclubs and restaurants before the Mutual Broadcasting System put him on the air in 1938. The combination quiz show, comedy routine, and music program did not attract large audiences until NBC Radio picked up the program the next year. Photofest

				

			

			————

			An oddball comedy from Paramount with some amusing scenes, I’m from Missouri plays like a Will Rogers comedy without Rogers. Instead, hayseed comic Bob Burns was the star playing the rustic Missouri mule farmer Sweeney Bliss, whose wife, Julie (Gladys George), has always dreamed of entering high society. It looks like she might get her wish when Sweeney and his family are sent to London with some mules to try and convince the British government to buy mules rather than tractors. While there, Mrs. Bliss tries to marry her younger sister Lola Pike (Judith Barrett) into the English aristocracy. Also in London is American manufacturer Porgie Rowe (Gene Lockhart), who is trying to sell his tractors to the British. I’m from Missouri is harmless fun with a superior cast, which also included Melville Cooper, Patricia Morison, Lawrence Grossmith, and E. E. Clive.

			Thursday, March 23

			Hungarian troops marched into Slovakia, the only territory not occupied by the Germans. At the same time, Hitler arrived in Lithuania by ship and signed the surrender of the nation on board.

			Broadway’s second remake of The Mikado opened and was more successful than the earlier Swing Mikado. Producer Mike Todd had tried to buy The Swing Mikado when it was a hit in Chicago but other producers got it. So Todd put together his own Big Band version of the Gilbert and Sullivan operetta and titled it The Hot Mikado. The African American cast was led by Bill “Bojangles” Robinson as the Mikado, who was now an African emperor. The musical did only marginal business on Broadway so, after nine weeks, Todd brought the show to the amphitheatre at the World’s Fair and made a hefty profit.

			In London, the biggest musical hit of the era opened in the West End. The Dancing Years by Ivor Novello (book and music) and Christopher Hassall (lyrics) moved back and forth from the turn of the century to modern times when the plot concerned Nazi Germany’s annexation of Austria and the deportation of Jews. The romantic-political musical ran nearly three years in London but was never brought to the States.

			————

			An odd but intriguing French film, Les otages (The Mayor’s Dilemma), opened in Paris and premiered in the States the next year. Considering the world situation, the war film must have struck some moviegoers as in dubious taste. Two rival families in a small French village in La Marne are angry that the son of one family has married the daughter of another. When World War I breaks out, the Germans occupy the village. One of the German officers is killed and the townspeople must provide five hostages to be put to death. Some of the villagers actually fight over the honor of being chosen. The uneven combination of drama and dark comedy is still puzzling.

			Friday, March 24

			The struggling nation of Romania signed an agreement with Germany to develop the country’s natural resources. The plan was for German manufacturers to utilize Romania’s oil, timber, minerals, and other resources.

			The Grand National, the annual handicap steeplechase horse race in Liverpool, England, was won by the Irish thoroughbred Workman.

			————

			Of the six movies released, two have become undisputed cinema classics. Independent producer Samuel Goldwyn’s screen version of Emily Brontë’s classic novel Wuthering Heights is superior in all categories. The screenplay by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur covers only half of the plot in the novel, but it is an efficient and accessible script. Since the novel is a flashback with other flashbacks within it, Wuthering Heights on the screen is easier to follow. The privileged young Cathy Earnshaw (Merle Oberon) and the crude foundling Heathcliff (Laurence Olivier) grow up together as friends, both running wild and staying close to nature. As an adult, Cathy marries the aristocratic Edgar Linton (David Niven), but when Heathcliff comes back into her life her wild side surfaces again. Only after death are the two truly united, as seen in the final ghostly shot of the movie. The time period for the film was moved from the early nineteenth century to 1841 because the women’s clothes were more attractive. Although it was filmed in the California hills, the movie has the dark and ominous feel of the Yorkshire heaths. William Wyler directed with a kind of frenzy at times, reflecting the untamed nature inside both Heathcliff and Cathy. Gregg Toland’s cinematography is stark and moody, not only to depict the brutal Yorkshire moors but also the two principal characters. The acting is exceptional throughout. Olivier is particularly impressive. Trained (and bullied) by Wyler to adapt his stage acting style to a cinematic one, Olivier is seething with tension and moodiness. (Years later, Olivier wrote that Wyler taught him how to act for the screen.) Wuthering Heights received laudatory notices from the critics but did not do as well at the box office as Goldwyn had hoped. Only in later years did the film become a favorite.       

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					MARCH 24—BRONTE’S WUTHERING HEIGHTS HITS THE SCREEN. Although Emily Bronte’s novel had long been considered a world classic, there were few film versions. A silent screen version of Wuthering Heights was made in Britain in 1920, but Hollywood didn’t attempt an adaptation until producer Samuel Goldwyn’s 1939 version starring British actors Merle Oberon and Laurence Olivier (pictured). Since then, there have been fifteen movie and television adaptations. United Artists / Photofest © United Artists

				

			

			Although the title is not as immediately recognized as other comedy classics, Paramount’s Midnight rates very highly with those who have seen it. Chorus girl Eve Peabody (Claudette Colbert) arrives in Paris without a sou to her name and is helped by taxi driver Tibor Czerny (Don Ameche), who gets her a meal. Eve crashes a high-society party and catches the eye of Jacques Picot (Francis Lederer), the lover of the titled Helene Flammarion (Mary Astor). To break up his wife’s affair, Georges Flammarion (John Barrymore) arranges for Eve to be a guest at his villa, where she goes by the name Baroness Czerny. Things get delightfully complicated when Tibor shows up at the villa and Eve says he is her husband. A cross between screwball comedy and sophisticated comedy of manners, Midnight shines in every area. Billy Wilder and Charles Brackett wrote the delicious screenplay, Mitchell Leison directed with a light tough, and the entire cast is outstanding. Barrymore’s playful Georges is one of his funniest performances despite the fact that he could no longer memorize lines and had all his dialogue written on an off-camera blackboard. Midnight was applauded with rave notices and was a box office success, but it has never become as widely known as it should be.

			Humphrey Bogart played one of the most hard-hearted villains of his screen career in You Can’t Get Away with Murder, a better-than-usual Warner Brothers crime drama. Teenager Johnnie Stone (Billy Halop) is drawn to the wrong side of the law and falls under the influence of the small-time crook Frank Wilson (Bogart). Johnnie steals a gun belonging to Fred Burke (Harvey Stephens), the fiancé of his sister Madge (Gale Page), and with it Johnnie and Wilson commit a robbery in which Wilson kills a man. The gun is traced to Burke who is arrested and convicted of the murder. Johnnie wants to save Burke by telling the truth, but Wilson keeps him quiet, even when the two of them are sent to jail for a different crime. The acting by Bogart and the young Halop is the highlight of the film which was directed by Lewis Seiler.

			MGM’s crime drama released was Sergeant Madden, which also had a moral dilemma. Lovable Irish cop Sergeant Madden (Wallace Beery) is thrilled when his son Dennis (Alan Curtis) decides to join the force. But Dennis is a wayward cop, shooting a child for stealing and getting mixed up with the mobster Piggy Seders (Marc Lawrence). Madden finds out about Dennis’s dealing with the underworld and is torn between turning him in or saving him. Josef von Sternberg directed the melodrama, which is most memorable for Beery’s warm, Irish-brogued performance.

			Everybody’s Baby was a 20th Century-Fox domestic comedy that was far-fetched but intermittently funny. When the bogus pediatrician and author Dr. Pilcoff (Reginald Denny) comes to town and lectures on baby care, some of the mothers in town are smitten with his ideas. Bonnie Thompson (Shirley Deane) trusts Pilcoff so much that when she gives birth she won’t let any of the relatives come close to the baby for fear of germs. Soon the family and the whole town are in a tizzy because of the quack doctor. The B comedy was at its best when various family members were featured, in particular Florence Roberts, Jed Prouty, and Spring Byington.

			The B western Trouble in Sundown proved to be above average also. The bank in Sundown is robbed, money is taken from the safe, and the deputy on duty is killed. John Cameron (Howard Hickman) manages the bank and is the only one with a key to the safe, so the townspeople are sure he is the culprit and a lynch mob is formed. Clint Bradford (George O’Brien) saves Cameron from the mob, then sets out to find who the guilty party really was. The most unusual aspect of the western was reversing the usual trend, the banker being the good and innocent guy instead of the greedy villain.

			Saturday, March 25

			Italy gave an ultimatum to the tiny country of Albania: allow Italian troops to be stationed there or suffer the consequences.

			Billboard magazine, which had been tracking the music business since 1894, added a new chart category: Hillbilly Music. As the genre grew and expanded, the category was later changed to Country Music.

			Sunday, March 26

			In Great Britain, oil started spewing from a mine in Eakring. It was the country’s first oil well, and it became a crucial source of fuel once war broke out and oil imports were limited. The mine had produced over 47 million barrels of oil by the time it closed in 1964.

			The Nationalist troops in Spain launched the final offensive in the Spanish Civil War.

			Monday, March 27

			General Franco today signed the Anti-Comintern Pact, placing it with Germany, Italy, and other nations against Communism.

			The first National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) national basketball championship tournament ended on the campus of Northwestern University. The winner was the University of Oregon Webfoots (today the Oregon Ducks), who beat the Ohio State Buckeyes 46–33. This championship quickly grew in popularity and today is known as the Final Four as part of March Madness.

			————

			The sole opening was the Gene Autry musical western Mexicali Rose, which was a hit, as was the title song. Radio singer Autry and his sidekick Frog Millhouse (Smiley Burnette) help promote shares of stock in an oil well because the profits are to go to an orphanage for Mexican children. But it turns out the well is as fake as the enterprise, so Autry and Frog set out to bring justice to the region and money for the orphanage. Mexicali Rose gave Autry the chance to sing four songs, including “You’re the Only Star in My Heaven,” which he wrote.

			Tuesday, March 28

			The Spanish Civil War ended today when Madrid fell to Franco and the Nationalists after a three-day siege. Now totally in charge, Franco shrewdly kept Spain out of World War II, and he remained in power until his death in 1975.

			The popular American adventurer and author Richard Halliburton was last heard from on this date. On March 23 he set out in his custom-made Chinese junk Sea Dragon to cross the Pacific Ocean and arrive in San Francisco during the International Exposition there. After five days at sea, Halliburton delivered his last message, noting gale winds and heavy squalls. He was never heard from again, and neither crew nor vessel were ever found.

			Distinctive Hollywood star Katharine Hepburn was considered “box office poison” in 1939 because several of her movies had failed. So she turned to the stage and resurrected her career with a glowing performance on Broadway in the witty Philip Barry comedy The Philadelphia Story. Hepburn played a spoiled but entrancing socialite whose affections are divided among a liberal reporter (Van Heflin), a stuffy millionaire (Frank Fenton), and her sly ex-husband (Joseph Cotten). The play was a resounding hit and ran a year. Hepburn had her then-lover Howard Hughes buy the movie rights for her, and in 1940 she triumphed in the screen version with costars James Stewart and Cary Grant.       
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					MARCH 28—GENERALISSIMO FRANCO IS VICTORIOUS. The Spanish Civil War, which had been waged since 1936, concluded when Francisco Franco and his army captured Madrid and his Nationalist Party was firmly in power. It was no secret that Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy provided money and troops to the Nationalist cause, which made it clear that Franco was another European dictator. Photofest

				

			

			Wednesday, March 29

			Chamberlain and the British government unveiled plans today to double the size of the Territorial Army (what Americans call the Reserves).

			Clark Gable took time off from filming Gone with the Wind to marry actress Carole Lombard. It was her second marriage (she had been wed to William Powell from 1931 to 1933), and it was Gable’s third. Considered one of Hollywood’s great love matches, the Lombard–Gable union was abruptly ended with her death in a plane crash in 1942.

			————

			The most atypical Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers film, The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle was also the least popular in the series. The famous ballroom dance team of the title had been major stars in the years before World War I, introducing new dances such as the Castle Walk. The screen biography was fairly accurate because Irene Castle served as consultant on the RKO musical. The difficulty was with the public and what they expected from Astaire and Rogers. The period piece demanded that the dancing be old-fashioned and that the music be from the prewar years. Moviegoers preferred the couple doing swing and tap. Also, Vernon Castle died during flight training and audiences did not want to see a musical where Astaire dies. Yet there is much to enjoy in The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle and, unusual as it is, it is pleasing to see the two stars playing characters far removed from their other films. This was the dancing team’s ninth movie; it would be ten years before they reunited one last time for The Barkleys of Broadway.

			Columbia offered the powerful and thought-provoking melodrama Let Us Live. It was based on a real crime that occurred in Lynn, Massachusetts, in 1934, and painted such a disturbing picture of the state’s criminal justice system that pressure was put on studio head Harry Cohn to cancel production. The movie was made but Columbia gave it little publicity when it was released. Taxi cab drivers Brick Tennant (Henry Fonda) and Joe Linden (Alan Baxter) are wrongly convicted of a murder and put on Death Row. The case against them is so feeble that Brick’s fiancée Mary Roberts (Maureen O’Sullivan) convinces police lieutenant Everett (Ralph Bellamy) to help her find the real killers. They are successful, but the two innocent cabbie’s have by now lost faith in the American system of justice. Let Us Live has a stark, almost expressionistic look, and the acting is admirable, particularly Fonda, who changes from a well-balanced citizen into a bitter man.

			A crime drama with a feminist twist, RKO’s They Made Her a Spy never quite works effectively. A series of sabotage bombings at government munitions factories have put the pressure on Army Intelligence. After her brother is killed in one of the explosions, Irene Eaton (Sally Eilers) becomes a government agent and roots out the culprits. The melodrama was as implausible as it was unexciting.

			The British gentlemanly detective Captain Hugh C. Drummond, better known as Bulldog Drummond, had been appearing on the screen since 1922. Today brought Bulldog Drummond’s Secret Police, a Paramount feature with John Howard as Bulldog. He is about to get married to Phyllis Clavering (Heather Angel) but, for the sixth time, something crops up. Curious things are happening in the house the couple plan to live in. It turns out treasure is hidden somewhere in the house and there is no shortage of suspicious characters interested in it. The plotting might be suspect, but the cast is enjoyable and this B thriller is one of the better films in the series.

			Thursday, March 30

			The German-made high-speed aircraft known as the Heinkel HE 100 fighter set a world airspeed record when it reached 463 mph. Designed and built by the Heinkel Aircraft Company, the fighter did not impress the Luftwaffe, which did not think it would be useful in combat. So only nineteen prototypes were made and the Luftwaffe invested instead in the fighter plane Messerschmitt Bf 109.

			————

			Singer Tony Martin was the unlikely hero in a boxing drama released by 20th Century-Fox. Winner Take All was about the waiter Steve Bishop (Martin) who enters a benefit prizefight and is lucky enough to win. Some gamblers decide to promote Bishop, setting up rigged fights for him to win. The newspaper reporter Julie Harrison (Gloria Stuart) knows Bishop is a phony and organizes a bout with Paulie Mitchell (Kane Richmond), who is a real boxer and not on the gamblers’ payroll. The subsequent complications do not keep Bishop and Julie from ending up in each other’s arms.

			Columbia’s B western North of the Yukon was set in the wilds of Canada, but it still managed to include several western clichés. Royal Canadian Mounted Police sergeant Jim Cameron (Charles Starrett) and his brother-Mountie Bob (Bob Nolan) set out to find who murdered a French fur trapper and discover a gang led by Pierre LeDoux (Paul Sutton), a female in distress (Dorothy Comingore), and a frame-up that makes it look like Jim is the guilty party. Filmed in the San Bernardino National Forest in California, North of the Yukon looks better than it plays.

			Columbia released another outdoor adventure, Romance of the Redwoods, which took place in a logging camp in a California redwood forest. Pretty June Martin (Jean Parker) washes dishes at a boarding house and enjoys the attentions of both city-fella Jed Malone (Gordon Oliver) and logger Steve Blake (Charles Bickford). After she chooses to marry Jed, suspicion falls on Steve when Jed dies working the cutting machine with him. Although Steve is cleared at trial, the local citizens treat him like an outcast. Not until a forest fire breaks out and Steve rescues several men is he exonerated. Loosely based on a Jack London novel, Romance of the Redwoods was a routine B movie with some interesting performances.

			Friday, March 31

			Few Americans were alarmed when they read in the newspapers that seven French islands in the Pacific had been annexed by Japan. There was more concern in Europe where Great Britain and France announced that they would support Poland if Germany invaded its borders. This was interpreted by many as a threat to Hitler and the Nazi regime; others saw it as a sign of solidarity. Regardless, the announcement increased the tension in Europe.

			————

			Ironically, on that same day a Polish film premiered in America. On a heym (Without a Home) was based on a 1907 play by Yiddish playwright Jacob Gordin and, like the play, was performed in Yiddish. The movie had opened in Poland the previous month and was soon released in New York because the story was about Jewish immigrants struggling on the Lower East Side of Manhattan at the turn of the twentieth century. When the eldest son of Abram Rivkin (Aleksander Marten) drowns, the father leaves his family in Poland and journeys to America to make his fortune and then send for them. Abram encounters prejudice, poverty, and loneliness in New York City but perseveres and eventually the family is reunited. The cast also included the renowned Yiddish actress Ida Kaminska. The story was not always grim (there are hilarious scenes featuring Yiddish comics Shimen Dzigan and Ysreal Szumacher), but to Jewish audiences in Poland and the States, there was the very real fear that the fall of Poland to the Nazis would mean many Poles would be “without a home.” In fact, their fate was to be even worse than homelessness. Without a Home was the last Yiddish movie made in Poland before World War II decimated the film industry there along with so much else.

			The day’s New York City premiere was the most eventful: 20th Century-Fox’s The Hound of the Baskervilles starring Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce in their first of fourteen appearances as Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson. This was Hollywood’s first sound version of Arthur Conan Doyle’s story about a curse on the Baskerville family, the attempts to murder the current duke, and a deadly canine who is supposed to haunt the Devonshire estate. While the screenplay took liberties with the novel, the Sidney Lanfield–directed movie was very much in the spirit of the original. Watson was changed from a taciturn observer into Bruce’s bumbling comic sidekick, but Rathbone’s sleuth was so mesmerizing that for many he remains the only Sherlock Holmes. The fine supporting cast included Richard Greene, Wendy Barrie, Lionel Atwill, and John Carradine. Strong support also came from the atmospheric art direction and cinematography, as well as a sense of Britishness that pervades the movie. The Hound of the Baskervilles was a hit with the critics and the public. There was some controversy over portraying Holmes’s reliance on cocaine and his line “Oh, Watson, the needle!” was later cut from television broadcasts of the movie. (A restored version of the original was rereleased in theatres in 1975 with the line intact.) There have been over a dozen later film and television adaptations of The Hound of the Baskervilles in English, but the 1939 movie is generally thought to be the best.

			Silver on the Sage was one of the better of the sixty-six Paramount westerns featuring sagebrush hero Hopalong Cassidy. In order to find out who rustled some cattle belonging to rangers Lucky (Russell Hayden) and Windy (Gabby Hayes), “Hoppy” (William Boyd) poses as a gambler from the East and frequents a casino in order to discover the culprits. An interesting aspect of the story is a pair of twin crooks (both played by Stanley Ridges) who provide alibis for each other.

			Paramount’s other release was the comedy-drama Sudden Money in which a meek cigar-store clerk (Charles Ruggles) wins a bundle in a sweepstakes drawing and sees his life fall apart. His wife (Marjorie Rambeau) insists they move into a ritzy hotel, speculators and greedy relatives suck him dry, and soon he is penniless and back at the cigar store. The strong supporting cast included Charley Grapewin, Broderick Crawford, Evelyn Keyes, Billy Lee, and Phil Warren. The film was based on Milton Lazarus’s 1935 comedy Whatever Goes Up, which didn’t last long on Broadway but made an entertaining enough film, thanks mostly to the deft comic actor Ruggles.

			Premiering with Sudden Money was the latest Betty Boop cartoon So Does an Automobile. Since her introduction in 1930, the cutesy flapper heroine had appeared in 110 cartoons, usually with squeaky-voiced Mae Questel providing the voice of Betty. Director Dave Fleischer must have been running out of story ideas for the “Boop-Oop-a-Doop” girl. This short casts Betty as a singing nurse in an auto hospital where she is also the mechanic who repairs beat-up taxicabs, sleek limousines, and even police cars. It seems the flapper’s popularity was waning. She appeared in three more cartoons in 1939 then disappeared from the screen for forty years.

			RKO’s canine drama Almost a Gentleman starred Ace the Wonder Dog, a mongrel with plenty of screen appeal. The story revolved around the dog Max being wrongly accused of biting a man to death. His owner-lawyer (James Ellison) defends Max who, in turn, helps solve a kidnapping, thereby winning justice and the hearts of all. Ace was featured in sixteen feature films and this was far from the best of them.

			The Universal B movie The Family Next Door was a vehicle for comic Hugh Herbert, who played an incompetent plumber who constantly frustrates the lofty ambitions of his cockeyed family. The broad comedy was tailor-made for the distinctive Herbert and his fluttering mannerisms. Joseph Santley directed as if it were a first-class project and the fine supporting cast included Joy Hodges, Eddie Quillan, Ruth Donnelly, Cecil Cunningham, and Juanita Quigley. The domestic comedy appealed to audiences who liked their laughs unencumbered with wit.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Dodge City (Dodge City, Kansas)

					1	The Story of Alexander Graham Bell

					1	On Trial

					2	Double Deal (NYC)

					3	The Lady and the Mob

					4	The Man Who Dared (NYC)

					7	East Side of Heaven

					7	Broadway Serenade

					7	Mr. Moto in Danger Island

					7	The Flying Irishman

					11	Buck Rogers

					12	Streets of New York

					12	First Offenders

					12	The Night Riders

					12	Frontier Pony Express

					14	Never Say Die

					14	Code of the Streets

					14	The Kid from Texas

					15	Women in the Wind

					16	The Law Comes to Texas

					19	Back Door to Heaven (NYC)

					19	Undercover Agent

					19	Outlaws’ Paradise

					19	The Man from Texas

					20	Dark Victory

					21	The Hardys Ride High

					21	Fixer Dugan

					21	Zenobia

					21	Blind Alley

					24	Juarez (NYC)

					24	Forged Passport

					25	Street of Missing Men

					26	The Lady’s from Kentucky (NYC)

					26	The Gorilla

					27	Union Pacific (Omaha, Nebraska)

					27	Confessions of a Nazi Spy

					27	Spoilers of the Range

					27	Reform School

					28	Calling Dr. Kildare

					28	Man of Conquest (NYC)

					28	For Love or Money

					28	Return of the Cisco Kid

					28	The Rookie Cop

				

			

		

		
			Saturday, April 1

			The United States government officially recognized Franco and the Nationalists in Spain. The move was criticized by many Americans who saw Franco as a Fascist dictator no different from Hitler or Mussolini. In Italy, Pope Pius XII publicly congratulated Franco and the very-Catholic country of Spain.

			The ninety-first annual Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race on the river Thames was held. The rowing crew from Cambridge University defeated  Oxford. Because of the war, it was the last time the race was held until 1946.

			While launching the battleship Tirpitz, Hitler told the international press: “If [Great Britain and France] expect the Germany of today to sit patiently by until the very last day while they create satellite states and set them against Germany, then they are mistaking the Germany of today for the Germany of before the war.”

			————

			Warner Brothers premiered their first-class western Dodge City in Dodge City, Kansas, and soon it was a hit all over the country. In 1866, the new town of Dodge City springs up, and it is a lawless cattle town ruled by the corrupt Jeff Surrett (Bruce Cabot) and his gang. When the cattle agent Wade Hatton (Errol Flynn) comes to town, he is asked to be sheriff and to clean up the town. It is a job as difficult as wooing Abbie Irving (Olivia de Havilland), who won’t have anything to do with Hatton because he shot her drunken brother. Despite his natural British speech pattern, Flynn is very effective in his first western, giving Hatton an Irish accent and a dazzling screen persona. The whole cast, including Ann Sheridan, Frank McHugh, Henry Travers, and Victor Jory, is quite good, all under the no-nonsense direction of Michael Curtiz. Dodge City ranks high on the list of Hollywood westerns.

			One of the best of the many film biographies released in 1939 was The Story of Alexander Graham Bell, which premiered in New York because of a tie-in with the Bell Telephone exhibit at the World’s Fair. The Scottish immigrant Bell (Don Ameche) teaches the deaf in Boston and experiments with the telegraph and transmitting sounds through wires. He is in love with the deaf Mabel Hubbard (Loretta Young), but she convinces him to hold off marrying her until his experiments result in something worthwhile. With his assistant Thomas Watson (Henry Fonda), Bell manages to send the human voice through a wire. His invention is a success, he marries Mabel, and it seems like a happy ending until a rival company claims to have invented the telephone first. Well written and directed (by Irving Cummings), the movie gave the lightweight actor Ameche a chance at a serious role. He became so associated with the character that for several years after an “ameche” was slang for a telephone.

			Elmer Rice’s 1914 melodrama On Trial was unique in that it was the first American play to show a trial from start to finish and it was the first to employ flashbacks in its plotting. The 1939 screen version is much less unique, with both trials and flashbacks being regularly used in the movies. Robert Strickland (John Litel) is on trial for murdering Gerald Trask (James Stephenson), and he is doing little to help the defense. The flashbacks reveal why: his wife Mae (Margaret Lindsay) murdered Trask and he is trying to protect her and their young daughter. The acting was uneven and the old-fashioned tale seemed outdated even in the 1930s.

			Sunday, April 2

			A parade in Madrid included fifty-five thousand Nationalists who marched in victory for winning the Spanish Civil War.

			Walery Jan Stawek, who had served three terms as prime minister of Poland, committed suicide in Warsaw.

			Texas golfer Ralph Guldahl won the sixth annual Masters Tournament in Augusta, Georgia.

			————

			The short-lived minor-league movie company International Road Shows specialized in films for the African American market. Double Deal was an action comedy about two small-time crooks, Tommy McCoy (Freddie Jackson) and Dude Markey (Edward Thompson), who both love the Harlem saloon singer Nita (Jeni Le Gon). Hoping to get his rival out of the way, Markey robs a jewelry store and makes it look like McCoy did it. Nita and McCoy’s brother Jim (Monte Hawley) think Tommy is innocent and end up proving it to the police. Cheaply and crudely made, the “race film” has its merits nonetheless.

			Monday, April 3

			The secret preparations in Germany for the invasion of Poland were given the code name Case White by Hitler.

			NBC Radio’s crime drama Mr. District Attorney debuted. The popular program, sponsored by Bristol-Myers, ran until 1959. A television version was broadcast from 1951 to 1952. There was also a DC comic book series from 1948 to 1959.

			————

			Columbia offered a surprisingly funny crime comedy, the goofy The Lady and the Mob. High-society matron Hattie Leonard (Fay Bainter) notices her dry-cleaning bill has gone up twenty-five cents. She finds out that the cleaners had to pay the mob for “protection,” so they are passing the expense on to the customers. Hattie is infuriated enough that she decides to form her own gang and trace the gangsters behind the protection racket. Working with reformed crook Frankie O’Fallon (Warren Hymer); her son, Fred (Lee Bowman); and Fred’s fiancée, Lila (Ida Lupino); Hattie is soon involved in kidnapping, bank robbing, and dealing with corrupt politicians. The wacky premise allows for fine comic acting and some genuine laughs.

			The long-running 1937 London musical Me and My Girl was brought to the screen by Pinewood Studios with its star Lupino Lane again playing the Cockney laborer Bill Snibson, who inherits a title and (temporarily) loses his sweetheart Sally (Sally Gray). The stage score included the hit song and dance “The Lambeth Walk” and the sprightly title tune. Those were the only two musical numbers in the British film, which emphasized Lane’s physical and verbal comedics. Me and My Girl premiered in London and arrived in the States in 1940.

			Tuesday, April 4

			King Faisal II, the last king of Iraq, ascended the throne. Faisal would rule until 1958 when he and his family were murdered during the revolution of July 14 and the monarchy was replaced by a republic.

			The swing ballad “Moonlight Serenade” was recorded on this day by Glenn Miller and his Orchestra as an instrumental for RCA Bluebird. Miller composed the music and later Mitchell Parish added the dreamy lyric. “Moonlight Serenade” was a chart hit when it was released in May.

			————

			A routine Warner Brothers crime drama with no major stars, The Man Who Dared ended up getting a lot of publicity when Frank Shaw, the ex-mayor of Los Angeles, sued the studio for one million dollars. He claimed the film’s plot was based on his political career and the script accused him of bombing the home of a private eye who exposed his corrupt administration. The suit was settled out of court. The Man Who Dared had some parallels to Shaw’s situation, but it was more a remake of the studio’s Star Witness (1931). The Carter family, ordinary citizens in a small town, witness a gangland murder and when they turn witness for the State, the mobsters kidnap young Bill Carter (Dickie Jones). But the family remains firm, the grandfather (Charley Grapewin) rescues Bill, and the Carters end up bringing down the corrupt mayor and his cronies. The B melodrama is well acted by a cast that also includes Henry O’Neill, Jane Bryan, Frederic Tozere, and Elizabeth Risdon.

			Wednesday, April 5

			In Germany, it was announced that membership in the Hitler Youth was now obligatory for boys between the ages of fourteen and eighteen.

			Britain launched the aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious at Barrow-in-Furness. One of the largest ships in the Royal Navy, the Illustrious was active in World War II in the Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean, and the Pacific Ocean, surviving several conflicts including the Battle of Taranto.

			Thursday, April 6

			Great Britain and France signed a military pact with Poland, promising to come to the country’s aid if it was attacked by Germany. The pact was not only a warning to Hitler, but a confirmation that any future conflict with Germany would involve several countries.

			Friday, April 7

			Albania, having refused Mussolini’s demand for stationing of troops in their country, was invaded by Italy and the Italian troops met with little resistance. Queen Geraldine of Albania fled to Greece with her infant son, while King Zog remained in the capital city of Tirana. Within a week, Albania was annexed as part of Italy.

			————

			Of the three Bing Crosby movies released in 1939, East Side of Heaven is the most satisfying, although it is hardly in the same league with his finest films. Crosby was loaned to Universal for this mild melodrama with four enjoyable songs. He played Denny Martin, who makes his living delivering singing telegrams and then as a singing cab driver. He is engaged to telephone operator Mary Wilson (Joan Blondell), but the wedding has been postponed too many times to suit her. Millionaire Cyrus Barrett Jr. (Robert Kent) is married and the father of a ten-month-old infant; he is also an alcoholic. While Cyrus is in rehab, the Barrett family fights over custody of the baby. The mother, Mona Barrett (Irene Hervey), temporarily entrusts the child to Denny and his Russian roommate, Nicky (Mischa Auer), but they panic when the powerful grandfather Barrett (C. Aubrey Smith) calls out the police. By the final reel the Barretts make peace and Mary can finally anticipate marriage and a baby of her own. James V. Monaco and Johnny Burke provided the pleasing songs, David Butler directed efficiently, and Crosby led the first-class cast with his usual casual charm.

			The day’s other musical release also boasted a favorite singing star, Jeanette MacDonald, but she was not so lucky in her vehicle Broadway Serenade. MGM paired her with handsome Lew Ayres, but the teaming was oddly inert. Singer Mary Hale (MacDonald) is married to struggling composer Jimmy Seymour (Ayres) and their shaky marriage is not helped when she becomes a Broadway star. A forced happy ending was provided by having Jimmy’s concerto (based on a theme by Tchaikovsky) performed as a big production number. Busby Berkeley was brought in to stage the finale, and it is a bizarre dream piece with masked dancers and pretentious symbolism that is nearly laughable. Among Broadway Serenade’s many oddities was the studio’s decision to film it all in sepia, which seems to vary from moment to moment. The score was a mixture of old familiar tunes, opera selections, and forgettable new songs. Since Ayres was not a singer, MacDonald carried the film’s singing with over fifteen musical numbers.

			The island in 20th Century-Fox’s Mr. Moto in Danger Island was Puerto Rico, where the Japanese sleuth (Peter Lorre) is sent to uncover a diamond-smuggling operation. The previous investigator has been murdered, so Mr. Moto is up against some rather nasty characters on the island. He disguises himself as the criminal Shimura and, with the help of his wrestler assistant, Twister (Warren Hymer), Mr. Moto infiltrates the gang and brings them to justice. Interestingly, the script was written as Charlie Chan in Trinidad, but the untimely death of Warner Oland forced the studio to rework it for Mr. Moto.

			Aviator Douglas “Wrong Way” Corrigan was the subject of RKO’s The Flying Irishman, a quickly made biography that was released while the Corrigan name was still recent news. In 1938, Corrigan flew from California to New York with the idea of making the return trip without stopping. But instead of heading west, Corrigan flew east across the Atlantic and landed in Ireland. To this day it is not clear if it was a mistake caused by navigational errors (as Corrigan stated) or just a publicity stunt. Corrigan was certainly not afraid of publicity, because he agreed to play himself in The Flying Irishman, which made it quite clear that Corrigan was surprised to find himself in Ireland. Corrigan was no actor, and the story of his life before the famous flight was equally artificial. But moviegoers were curious and The Flying Irishman got plenty of attention.

			Ugly Duckling, a Disney cartoon, was the last Silly Symphony short made by the studio. It is also one of the best. Disney had made a cartoon version of the Hans Christian Andersen tale in 1931 but decided to clarify the story and render the tale in color. The new version, about a scorned duckling who turns out to be a swan, is funnier, more musical, and more heartwarming than the earlier short. Ugly Duckling later won the Academy Award for Best Short Subject—Cartoons.

			Saturday, April 8

			The deposed King Zog of Albania retreated to Greece, leaving his country completely in the hands of Mussolini and the Italian troops.

			Sunday, April 9

			This Easter Sunday became an important date in the history of civil rights in America. The African American opera singer Marian Anderson had been scheduled to give a concert at Constitution Hall in Washington until the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), who managed the hall, canceled the program, stating the location was a segregated space and black performers were not welcome. The uproar over the denial resulted in thousands of DAR members, including Eleanor Roosevelt, resigning from the organization in protest. Instead, Anderson was given permission to sing at the Lincoln Memorial. On Easter Sunday, approximately seventy-five thousand people attended the free concert as a show of support. All the same, it was another sixteen years before Anderson was allowed to sing at the Metropolitan Opera in New York.                
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					APRIL 9—MARIAN ANDERSON CONCERT A CIVIL RIGHTS LANDMARK. The African American contralto Marian Anderson had sung in the most renowned opera houses and concert halls in Europe, but she had a difficult time getting opportunities to sing in her native United States. The cancellation of her concert in Constitution Hall in Washington and her subsequent outdoor concert at the Lincoln Memorial brought nationwide attention to the young civil rights movement. National Film Registry / Photofest © National Film Registry

				

			

			Monday, April 10

			Because so many Jewish refugees from Germany were crossing the Dutch border, the government of the Netherlands opened camp Westerbork, the first of several camps to house them. The Dutch military also sent troops to the German border to assist the refugees.

			Tuesday, April 11

			Influential American art critic Willard Huntington Wright, who wrote detective novels under the pseudonym S. S. Van Dine, died in New York City from alcoholism and heart failure. His famous fictional detective, Philo Vance, was featured in seventeen movies and in a television series in the 1970s.

			Hungary officially removed itself from the League of Nations. The country would remain neutral when World War II broke out.

			The city government of Glasgow, Scotland, banned the playing of darts in city pubs. Although it was a long tradition throughout the United Kingdom, the city declared the game “too dangerous.”

			————

			Universal released the first episode of one of its most popular serials, Buck Rogers. The twelve-part series featured Buster Crabbe as Buck Rogers and Jackie Moran as Buddy Wade, two aviators who crash in the North Pole and wake up in the year 2440. Their adventures as resistance fighters against the evil dictator Killer Kane (Anthony Warde) had them flying to different planets in spaceships. Buck Rogers was a low-budget project that used sets and film footage from the earlier Flash Gordon series, and even the music was lifted from The Bride of Frankenstein (1935). Yet the series was a favorite of many and fondly remembered for many years.

			Wednesday, April 12

			Shefqet Vérlaci was named prime minister of Albania, now occupied by Italian troops. Vérlaci offered the Crown of Albania to King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy.

			————

			One of Monogram Pictures’ better efforts, the melodrama Streets of New York is surprisingly effective in its plotting and acting. Teenager Jimmy Keenan (Jackie Cooper) runs a neighborhood newsstand and encourages the kids on the street to work hard and keep on the right side of the law. His new pal Gimpy (Martin Spellman) helps Jimmy deal with bullies, gamblers, and mobsters, the two of them citing Abraham Lincoln as their role model. Jimmy and Gimpy’s good deeds get them and other street kids invited to the home of a judge (George S. Irving) for Christmas. Sometimes sentimental, other times hard-hitting, Streets of New York is a B movie with some A+ qualities.

			Kids on the streets was also the subject of Columbia’s First Offenders. District Attorney Gregory Stone (Walter Abel) believes that young criminals can be reformed. He resigns his position and gets funding from city benefactors to open a work farm-school to turn juvenile delinquents around. The plan works well until the vengeful teen Fred (Johnny Downs) tries to sabotage Stone’s whole enterprise. The B melodrama had a happy ending for Stone but not much else for the audience.

			John Wayne, in his first western released after his star-making performance in Stagecoach, played the vigilante Stony Brooke in Republic’s The Night Riders. He is one of the Three Mesquiteers who ride at night in robes and hold up tax collectors so they can give the money to the landowners being evicted by the land baron Talbot Pierce (George Douglas). After he finished making Stagecoach, Wayne returned to Republic and a B western not knowing that the release of the John Ford classic would change his life. He is featured in The Night Riders, but it is hardly a John Wayne movie.

			Republic released another western that same day, the Roy Rogers vehicle Frontier Pony Express. During the Civil War, both Yankees and Confederates are trying to get control of California. Rogers plays a Pony Express rider who is carrying messages and intercepting plans for corrupt Senator Calhoun Lasiter (Edward Keene) to try and take over the California Territory. It is all predictable, but there’s plenty of action, so much so that Rogers only has time to sing two songs.

			Thursday, April 13

			With tensions mounting in Europe, Britain and France today offered aid to Greece and Romania if either country was forced to go to war to preserve its independence. In Asia, the Indian Red Army (Hindustani Lai Sena) was formed to fight British rule of India.

			On Broadway, the dreamy, allegorical play My Heart’s in the Highlands opened to mixed notices, but the unusual script brought major attention to playwright William Saroyan. The Scottish drifter Jasper MacGregor (Art Smith) brings a kind of spiritual hope to a group of people in Fresno, California, in 1914. Even the critics who found the play confusing admitted the writing was lively and original. Today My Heart’s in the Highlands is considered an American theatre original.

			Friday, April 14

			Acting as a potential peacemaker for Europe, FDR sent a message to Hitler and Mussolini asking for assurance that they would not attack the independent nations of Europe. Roosevelt also stated he would get the various nations to assure that Germany and Italy would not be attacked. Both dictators failed to respond to the letter.

			John Steinbeck’s acclaimed novel The Grapes of Wrath was published. The provocative tale about struggling “Okies” in California would win the Pulitzer Prize the next year and become a compelling film.

			————

			Considered the first “Bob Hope movie” rather than a film in which he was featured, Paramount’s Never Say Die is a comedy that allows for some sportive acting by the leads and the supporting cast. Rich hypochondriac John Kidley (Hope) is at a European spa for his health and to get away from the predatory widow Juno Marko (Gale Sondergaard), who wants to marry him. Texan Mickey Hawkins (Martha Raye) is in Europe because her father (Paul Harvey) wants her to marry Prince Smirnov (Alan Mowbray), whom she doesn’t like. So Mickey and John decide to solve their problem by marrying each other, resulting in comic complications. The strong cast also included Andy Devine, Monty Woolley, Sig Rumann, and Ernest Cossart. Supposedly Preston Sturges contributed to the screenplay, and one can detect in Never Say Die some of the clever wackiness found in Sturges’s 1940s movies.

			Universal’s low-budget crime drama Code of the Streets managed to grab its audiences without the help of major stars. Although he has a solid alibi, small-time crook Tommy Shay (Paul Fix) is arrested for the murder of a police officer. At the time of the crime, Tommy was playing poker with a man named Denver Collins, but such a man cannot be found and Tommy is convicted and sentenced to die. While he waits on Death Row, Tommy’s kid brother Danny (James McCallion) and other youths from the neighborhood work with cop John Lewis (Harry Carey) to find Collins before it is too late. The “Tough Little Guys” on the street provide much of the fun in Code of the Streets and also solve the crime.

			Despite its title, The Kid from Texas is not so much a western but a comedy about polo. Cowboy William Quincy (Dennis O’Keefe) goes East with his pony and breaks into the high-society polo set with comic results. O’Keefe and such talented players as Buddy Ebsen and Jack Carson spend much of the film shouting at each other. The MGM B picture is more tiring than funny.

			Saturday, April 15

			Albert François Lebrun was reelected as president of France. When Germany occupied France during the war, Lebrun was kept prisoner at Itter Castle in the Tyrolian Alps.

			Romania moved thousands of troops to the Hungarian border.

			————

			Warner Brothers’ leading lady Kay Francis was, like some other stars of yesterday, reduced to appearing in B movies by the end of the 1930s. In Women in the Wind she played aviatrix Janet Steele who enters an air race in order to pay for an operation for her brother Bill (Charles Anthony Hughes) with the prize money. Janet’s rival is Frieda Boreman (Shirley Bromley) who is after Janet’s plane and her sweetheart, Ace (William Gargan). More interesting than Janet’s dilemma were Eve Arden, as the wisecracking aviatrix Kit Campbell, and delightful character actors Eddie Foy Jr., and Maxie Rosenbloom.

			Sunday, April 16

			Josef Stalin, determined to combat the Anti-Comintern Pact, proposed a British-French-Russian anti-Nazi pact to keep Hitler out of Eastern Europe. The next day he signed the pact and sent it to his potential future Allies.

			At the fifth game of the National Hockey League playoff, the Stanley Cup was won by the Boston Bruins when they bested the Toronto Maple Leafs four games to one.

			————

			For the umpteenth (and not the last) time this year, a lawman went undercover as an outlaw to catch the crooks. In Columbia’s B western The Law Comes to Texas, the lawman was lawyer John Haynes (Bill Elliott), who is sent by the governor of Texas (Paul Everton) to bring down the corrupt Judge Jim Dean (Bud Osborne), who is sheltering criminals and letting crime run rampant. Elliott, a prolific cowboy player, later found modest fame in the 1940s playing Wild Bill Hickok in a series of Columbia westerns.

			Monday, April 17

			The opening day of the major league baseball season was a little more celebratory than other years. It was the one-hundred-year anniversary of the “invention” of baseball by Abner Doubleday. All the teams in the league wore special centennial uniforms. Doubleday as the founder of baseball has been proven to be a myth, but the occasion was more a celebration of the game than the man.

			Also in sports, Joe Louis retained his world heavyweight boxing title at Wrigley Field in Los Angeles when he knocked out Jack Roper in the first round. Louis would hold on to the title for another ten years.

			William O. Douglas, a Democrat from Washington State, was sworn in as a justice of the Supreme Court. He remained on the bench until 1975.

			A sly comedy on Broadway gave beloved stage actress Katharine Cornell another triumph. The play was S. N. Behrman’s No Time for Comedy and her costar was Laurence Olivier, taking a break from Hollywood. They played a married couple in the theatre. Gaylord Estabrook writes slight comedies for his actress wife Linda Paige and both are a success. But when the highbrow Amanda Smith (Margalo Gillmore) convinces Gaylord that he should be writing serious dramas, both his career and marriage are threatened. Raves for the script and the two stars allowed No Time for Comedy to run six months. The 1940 screen version starred Rosalind Russell and James Stewart.

			Tuesday, April 18

			Pacts, agreements, and promises continued to make news. Today Neville Chamberlain pledged British aid to the Netherlands, Denmark, and Switzerland if any of them were attacked.

			In Eastern Europe, the new German-backed government of Slovakia approved various anti-Semitic laws effective immediately.

			The regal French ocean liner SS Paris docked at Le Havre, caught fire, and sank. The half-submerged ship remained there until 1947.

			Wednesday, April 19

			The forty-third annual Boston Marathon was won by Ellison Brown, a Native American from Rhode Island. His time was two hours and twenty-eight minutes, four minutes less than when he won the race in 1936.

			————

			A sentimental yet moving B melodrama from Paramount, Back Door to Heaven offered a striking juvenile performance by Jimmy Lydon. He plays Frankie Rogers from the slums who gets in with the wrong crowd and ends up in reform school. As an adult, Jimmy (Wallace Ford) is a full-fledged criminal and is sent to prison. Eventually getting out on parole, Frankie is at odds with the world and decides to look up his teacher Miss Williams (Aline MacMahon), the only one who ever believed in him. The strong performances by the principals, in particular Lydon, as well as Stuart Erwin, Van Heflin, and Kent Smith, often overshadow the material. Back Door to Heaven was Lydon’s first film and in the 1940s he would become famous playing Henry Aldrich in a series of teen comedies.

			The tight little crime drama Undercover Agent from Monogram had an unusual hero: postal inspector Bill Trent (Russell Gleason). He is out to uncover a gang making counterfeit sweepstakes tickets. Trent does it all using his brains rather than a gun. His girlfriend, Betty (Shirley Deane) and her overbearing alcoholic father (J. M. Kerrigan) get in the way of Trent’s investigation; they also bog down the plot.

			The other two releases were B westerns. Victory Pictures offered Outlaws’ Paradise, in which the villain and the hero are lookalikes, both played by Tim McCoy. When lawman Captain Bill Carson realizes that the imprisoned gang leader Trigger Mallory looks just like him, he convinces the Warden (Jack Mulhall) to announce that he is releasing Trigger and Carson will pretend to be him. Carson manages to fool the gang and even Trigger’s girlfriend Jessie (Joan Barclay), but when the real Trigger escapes from jail, the fireworks begin.

			Singing cowboy Tex Ritter once again played lawman Rex Allen in Monogram’s The Man from Texas, and it is considered one of the better entries in the series. Although Rex saves the Shooting Kid (Charles B. Wood) from being hanged as a horse thief, the Kid turns away from the law and works as a killer-for-hire. When he is later hired to murder Rex, things get messy and more than a little complicated. Rex sang two songs, which was a lot considering how busy he was in the story.

			Thursday, April 20

			Today was Hitler’s fiftieth birthday and a national holiday was declared in Germany. The nation gave him as a present the mountain-top retreat Kehlsteinhaus (Eagle’s Nest) near the town of Berchtesgaden on the Austrian border.

			Baseball legend Ted Williams made his major league debut for the Boston Red Sox in a game Boston lost to the New York Yankees. Williams, who would remain with the Red Sox for his entire nineteen-year career, went on to become one of the greatest hitters in baseball.

			The African American blues artist Billie Holiday recorded both “Strange Fruit” and “Fine and Mellow” today for the Commodore label. Both songs would forever after be associated with her.                 
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					APRIL 20—BILLIE HOLIDAY RECORDS TWO CLASSICS. Twenty-four-year-old blues and jazz singer Billie Holiday recorded two memorable singles on the Commodore label on the same day. The A-side was the haunting song “Strange Fruit” by Lewis Allen (pseudonym of Abel Meerpool) about the black victims of lynchings hanging from trees in the South. On the B-side of the record was “Fine and Mellow,” a smooth jazz number written by Holiday herself. Photofest

				

			

			————

			Labeled a “women’s picture” in its day, Warner Brothers’ Dark Victory is considered a romantic classic today. It is still an unabashed weepie, but it is done with such style that the film still fascinates. Socialite Judith Traherne (Bette Davis) is going blind, and when specialist Dr. Frederick Steele (George Brent) operates, he finds a tumor and tells her she has less than six months to live. Doctor and patient fall in love and marry, both putting on a brave front. Judith doesn’t tell Frederick when the symptoms return, and he goes off to a conference as she struggles to climb up to her bedroom and die. Humphrey Bogart appears in a supporting role, the Irish stable groom Michael O’Leary, who convinces Judith to live life to the fullest while she can. Based on a 1934 play that had starred Tallulah Bankhead on Broadway, Dark Victory was considered too “dark” for any studio to want it, but Davis persuaded Jack L. Warner to buy the script and let her play Judith. Edmund Golding directed with class and Davis gave one of her finest performances. The studio (and Hollywood) was surprised that the movie was so successful and started looking for other likely material for tearful “women’s pictures.”

			Friday, April 21

			The San Jacinto Monument outside of Houston, Texas, was dedicated. The 567-foot column commemorating the Battle of San Jacinto during the Texas Revolution is still the tallest masonry column in the world.

			————

			MGM’s very successful series of domestic comedy-dramas about the family of Judge Hardy (Lewis Stone) continued with The Hardys Ride High. It was not a high point for the series, the contrived plot defeating the best efforts of the director (George B. Seitz) and the actors. Attorney Jonas Bronell (George Irving) informs the Judge that he is in line to inherit two million dollars, but he and his entire family have to travel to Detroit to claim the money. Each family member starts to fantasize over the prospect of all that money, particularly son Andy (Mickey Rooney), who dreams of becoming a millionaire playboy in the big city. By the final reel, the money is gone and everyone in the Hardy family has learned a lesson about life. The Hardys Ride High was the sixth movie featuring the Hardy family; ten more would follow, most of them better than this installment.

			RKO’s circus movie Fixer Dugan has little out of the ordinary in it, including a lion on the loose. When her mother, a circus aerialist, dies in a fall, preteen Terry O’Connell (Virginia Weidler) is left an orphan and sent to an orphanage. The manager of the circus, Charlie “The Fixer” Dugan (Lee Tracy), figures out a way to get Terry back with the circus. He also captures that runaway lion. The acting throughout is strong even if the dialogue and plotting are suspect.

			Two comedy giants from the silent era were teamed for one time only in Zenobia, from Hal Roach Studios and distributed by United Artists. Oliver Hardy, performing without Stan Laurel, plays Dr. Tibbett in a small Southern town before the Civil War. Harry Langdon plays carnival manager Professor McCrackle, who pleads with the doctor to treat his star attraction, the female elephant Zenobia. The Doc agrees even though he doesn’t want to look foolish in the eyes of the town. The elephant is cured and she is so grateful to the Doc that she insists on following him wherever he goes, much to the amusement of the townspeople. Zenobia is mild comedy entertainment and the only chance to see Hardy and Langdon performing together.

			Columbia’s Blind Alley could be labeled a psychological thriller. The psychology professor Dr. Shelby (Ralph Bellamy) is entertaining some guests at his seaside home when it is taken over by escaped killer Hal Wilson (Chester Morris), his mistress Mary (Ann Dvorak), and two gang members. They are waiting to be rescued by boat and hold the doctor and his guests hostage until it comes. The doctor is fascinated by Wilson and wants to discover what occurred in his past to make him a murderer. Shelby even analyzes Wilson’s recurring nightmare and explains his dreadful fear of rain. The psychology in Blind Alley is questionable, but the drama is effective, as is the surreal dream sequence. Columbia remade the movie as The Dark Past in 1948.

			Saturday, April 22

			Seventy-one fighters from twelve countries participated in the 1939 European Amateur Boxing Championship that finished in Dublin. The Polish boxers won five medals followed by the German and Italian boxers who won four each.

			The very modern Johnson Wax Company headquarters opened for business in Racine, Wisconsin. The elegant and streamlined building was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. The structure was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1976.

			Sunday, April 23

			The Spanish Ministry of Finance restored royal property to King Alfonso XIII.

			In the young baseball season, rookie Boston Red Sox player Ted Williams hit his first home run. Before he retired in 1960, Williams hit 520 more.

			Monday, April 24

			President Germán Busch Becerra dissolved the government of Bolivia and set himself up as dictator. The temperamental military officer committed suicide four months later.

			On Broadway, a topical musical revue titled Sing for Your Supper opened to favorable notices. Produced by the Federal Theatre Project, the show consisted of sketches satirizing national and world events and songs ranging from the sarcastic to the fervent. The show’s finale was a moving number titled “The Ballad of Uncle Sam” (by Earl Robinson and John Latouche), which looked to a future of diversity and understanding in America. After the war broke out, the song was reworked into “Ballad for Americans” and sung as a patriotic piece.

			————

			One of the few Hollywood movies taken from Mexican history, Warner Brothers’ lavish, star-packed epic Juarez fiddled with the history a bit but still made for an exciting costume drama. The new Emperor Maximillian von Hapsburg (Brian Aherne) and his wife, Carlotta (Bette Davis), arrive in Mexico to find that the populace is drawn to the self-made statesman Benito Juarez (Paul Muni). The battling forces upholding the two leaders involve everyone from Abraham Lincoln to Napoleon III (Claude Rains). There is plenty of intrigue and romance in the film even though it tries to crowd too many events into one movie. The acting is uniformly expert, the script is intelligent, and William Dieterle’s direction is succinct.

			Republic’s contemporary melodrama Forged Passport takes place along the Mexico–California border where the American patrolman Dan Frazier (Paul Kelly) too often uses his fists rather than his head. Frazier’s temper leads indirectly to one of his fellow border agents getting murdered. He resigns from the border patrol and takes the investigation into the killing into his own hands. The most obvious suspect is a gang that smuggles illegal aliens into the United States, so Frazier starts his own smuggling activities and soon is inside the dangerous world of border crime.

			Tuesday, April 25

			The government of the United Kingdom announced that it was raising taxes to allow for a defense budget of 630 million pounds.

			In Washington, President Roosevelt, acting on the jurisdiction of the Reorganization Act of 1939, reduced the number of agencies reporting directly to the president and created the Federal Security Agency (FSA). This new independent agency would oversee Social Security, the Public Health Service, the Food and Drug Administration, the Office of Education, and other agencies. The FSA was abolished in 1953 and replaced by the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (HEW).

			————

			The cockeyed plot of Republic’s B crime drama Street of Missing Men had so many illogical twists and turns that it had moviegoers scratching their heads in disbelief. Cash Darwin (Charles Bickford) was convicted of racketeering because of an exposé printed in the newspaper owned by Charles Putnam (Harry Carey). After Darwin serves his five years in prison, he sets out to take revenge on Putnam. But before killing him, Darwin honors Putnam’s request for a last meal, so the two go to a restaurant where some underworld figures think Darwin has turned informant. From there things get crazy, with Darwin working for Putnam and trying to ruin him from within, to Darwin giving his life in trying to stop a bomb he planted in Putnam’s building. Four people contributed to the screenplay for Street of Missing Men, and it was up to director Sidney Salkow and the cast to try and make sense of it.

			Wednesday, April 26

			The German test pilot Fritz Wendel set a new world speed record of 469 mph with the racing aircraft Messerschmitt Me 209. The record was unbroken for thirty years.

			————

			George Raft got to play a genial character in Paramount’s The Lady’s from Kentucky instead of the heavies he was usually handed. Gambler Marty Black (Raft) is down on his luck and all he has in the world is a marker of half ownership of a young thoroughbred. The co-owner is Penny Hollis (Ellen Drew), who grew up on a Kentucky horse farm and dearly loves the thoroughbred. Marty wants to race the colt as soon as possible to make some money, but Penny fights him all the way. She wins and they fall in love. The routine comedy-drama is distinguished by Raft’s sly, warm, and engaging performance.

			A Ritz Brothers comedy that only their most devoted fans could endorse, The Gorilla tried to be a horror spoof and even had Bela Lugosi play the role of a creepy butler, but the laughs are few and far between. A killer known as “The Gorilla” vows to murder the wealthy Walter Stevens (Lionel Atwill), so he hires three incompetent private detectives (Al, Jimmy, and Harry Ritz) to protect him. When a real gorilla escaped from the zoo comes on the scene, even the Ritz Brothers get upstaged. The Gorilla was all harmless nonsense and very popular at the box office.

			Thursday, April 27

			A bill in Parliament to allow mandatory conscription of all British males aged twenty and twenty-one was passed by the House of Commons.

			A stage version of Emily Brontë’s Victorian novel Wuthering Heights opened on Broadway to dismissive reviews. Critics found the script as incompetent as the players. It certainly didn’t help that the Merle Oberon–Laurence Olivier screen version of the book was in movie houses and was very popular. The play folded within two weeks.

			————

			Paramount opted to premiere its western adventure film Union Pacific in Omaha, Nebraska, as a publicity stunt. A three-day celebration of parades, star appearances, and a banquet drew over two hundred thousand curious Midwesterners but the film needed no such gimmicks once it was released nationwide and was a resounding hit. Cecil B. DeMille directed the sprawling tale as an epic and Union Pacific sometimes feels like The Ten Commandments of westerns. The main conflict in the story is the 1862 competition between the Union Pacific Railroad and the Central Pacific Railroad to complete a rail line across the West to California. Strong personalities on both sides give the film its emotional push: armed railway troubleshooter Jeff Butler (Joel McCrea); cutthroat mogul Asa Barrows (Henry Kolker); gambler Sid Campeau (Brian Donlevy); Butler’s rival, Dick Allen (Robert Preston), for the hand of the feisty postmistress Molly Monahan (Barbara Stanwyck); the slick killer Cordray (Anthony Quinn); and comic sidekicks Fiesta (Akim Tamiroff) and Leach (Lynne Overman). Perhaps the biggest stars in the cast were the antique trains that Paramount purchased for the film. Union Pacific has intrigue, romance, sabotage, an attack by native tribes, and even two train wrecks. The film ends with the westward and eastward rail lines meeting in Promontory Summit, Utah, in 1869. Union Pacific gets a little preachy about the railroad and the American destiny, but it is still a rousing adventure movie with quality work in all departments.

			Hollywood’s first overtly anti-Nazi movie, Confessions of a Nazi Spy is a taut melodrama that was potent enough to rile Germany and even was protested in the States as a war-mongering piece of propaganda. After Kurt Schneider (Francis Lederer) is court-martialed and given a dishonorable discharge from the U.S. Army, he seeks revenge on the government and, encouraged by the Nazi philosophy of Dr. Karl Keassel (Paul Lukas), joins the underground movement to relay military information to Germany. The FBI intercepts one of Schneider’s messages and assigns agent Edward Renard (Edward G. Robinson) to uncover and arrest the members of the spy ring. The film was based on an actual 1938 case in which the FBI arrested four spies for the German government. Word about the making of the film spread to various groups, and Warner Brothers received death threats. Despite heavy security at the studio, sabotage attempts were found. Once the movie was released, it was immediately banned in Germany and Japan. When some Polish movie theatres attempted to show it, the proprietors were killed and hanged in the lobby of their theatre. Hitler later promised his countrymen that after he won the war, he would see that all the creators of Confessions of a Nazi Spy were executed. In the meantime, Hitler saw to it that the Warner Brothers representative in Berlin was murdered. With such publicity, the movie was a box office hit in the States and in England. Watching Confessions of a Nazi Spy today, one finds the characters and issues far from subtle but, as an espionage thriller, it is still gripping movie fare.

			Prolific cowboy actor Charles Starrett was the star of the B western Spoilers of the Range but the villains were much more interesting. Lolo Savage (Dick Curtis) and Cash Fenton (Kenneth MacDonald) steal the $450,000 that the ranchers in the Mesa Verde Valley have raised to build a new dam. Fenton then loans the ranchers their own money to build the dam, making provisions that make it impossible for them to repay the loans. Lawman Jeff Strong (Starrett) discovers the theft and the scheme and brings the crooks to justice. He was helped by the Sons of the Pioneers, who found time to sing five songs, including the popular “Tumbling Tumbleweeds.”

			A “race film” made for African American neighborhood cinemas, Reform School is as blunt and to the point as its title. Conditions in a Harlem reform school are so bad that when probation officer Mother Barton (Louise Beavers) campaigns for changes, she is made the new warden. Her trusting approach to handling the black teens doesn’t work at first, but slowly she wins them over and her students have a better chance of succeeding in the outside world. The low-budget film by Million Dollar Productions gave the wonderful character actress Beavers a chance to play a leading role and one with substance to it.

			Friday, April 28

			Hitler addressed the Reichstag and, as part of his speech, he mocked Roosevelt’s letter asking for peace in Europe.

			————

			The third in MGM’s popular doctor series and the second to feature Lew Ayres as the title physician, Calling Dr. Kildare lacks logic but makes up for it in interesting characters played by top actors. The old and wise Dr. Leonard Gillespie (Lionel Barrymore) feels that the young physician James Kildare needs to find out more about the real world so he assigns him to a street clinic. One case there requires Kildare to remove a bullet from the murder suspect Nick Lewett (George Offerman Jr.), getting the doctor in trouble with the police. But Kildare believes Nick is innocent and, in love with Nick’s sister Rosalie (Lana Turner), tries to prove him innocent. Although the handsome doctor had eyes for Rosalie/Turner, the film introduced the character of nurse Mary Lamont (Laraine Day) who became Kildare’s love interest in several of the subsequent films.

			Republic Pictures turned away from low-budget westerns with Man of Conquest and put money and talent into a historical biodrama about Sam Houston, father of the Texas Revolution and the first president of the Republic of Texas. Richard Dix played Houston, a friend to the Cherokees and a champion in winning Texas territory away from Mexico. Joan Fontaine played his first wife, and Gail Patrick was his second. But the most interesting supporting character in the movie is Andrew Jackson (Edward Ellis), a comrade in battle who becomes president and a kind of mentor to Houston. The strong cast also included Victor Jory, George “Gabby” Hayes, Ralph Morgan, Robert Barrat, Pedro de Cordoba, and Robert Armstrong. Man of Conquest ended up being a major achievement by a minor studio.

			Universal’s B crime comedy For Love or Money offered no stars but a silly plot and some playful performances. Ted Frazier (Robert Kent) and Sleeper (Edward Brophy) work for the gambler Foster (Richard Lane), who entrusts them to hold on to $50,000 in racetrack winnings. When they find out two thugs are after them to steal the money, Frazier tells Sleeper to put the money in an envelope and down a mail chute. By the time they can locate the envelope, it has been found by Susan Bannister (June Lang), who has already spent all but $8,000. She helps them raise the missing $42,000 by engaging in some oddball gambling schemes.

			In Return of the Cisco Kid, the fifth installment in 20th Century-Fox’s Cisco Kid series, Warner Baxter played the Mexican hero for the fourth time. He is in love with Ann Carver (Lynn Bari) but can only win her by helping her father (Henry Hull) get his ranch back from the corrupt Sheriff McNally (Robert Barrat). For help, the Kid has his sidekicks Lopez (Cesar Romero) and Gordito (Chris-Pin Martin), who provide the comedy as well. For the next installment, The Cisco Kid and the Lady (1939), Romero took over the title role and reprised the character in five succeeding Kid movies.

			The title of RKO’s B crime drama The Rookie Cop is misleading because the hero of the movie is Ace the Wonder Dog. Tim Holt plays the young cop Clem Maitland, who insists on using Ace in his police duties. The police commissioner (Robert Emmett Leane) hates dogs and finds a reason to throw Clem off the force. But Clem and Ace sniff out (literally, in the case of Ace) the crook who robbed a warehouse. Competing with the dog for charm is little neighbor Nicey (Virginia Weidler), who wants to grow up to be a cop, but in the meantime she squirts the bad guys with her water pistol.

			One of Disney’s better cartoons on a sporting theme, the animated short The Hockey Champ featured Donald Duck, who brags to his three nephews about how he was such an ace on the ice. He challenges them to a hockey game, which gives the threesome an opportunity to play a series of tricks on their uncle. Clarence Nash voiced all four ducks.

			Saturday, April 29

			In soccer news, Portsmouth beat the Wolverhamton Wanderers 4–1 in the Football Association Cup Final at Wembley Stadium in London.

			In New York City, Mayor Fiorello La Guardia presided over the festivities as the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge opened for vehicles and pedestrians. The suspension bridge connected the Bronx with Queens. In 1943 the pedestrian lanes were removed to make way for more vehicular traffic.

			————

			Released in London was A Girl Must Live, a British comedy with a familiar plot but some snappy dialogue and fun performances. Leslie James (Margaret Lockwood) escapes from her stuffy boarding school and travels to London to go on the stage. She gets a job singing in a cabaret and finds a place to live with some gold-digging chorus girls. When the young and unmarried Earl of Pangborough (Hugh Sinclair) comes on the scene, Leslie is interested but gets tough competition from Clytie Devine (Lilli Palmer) and Gloria Lind (Renée Houston). The Earl invites all the chorus girls to his estate for a party, and the efforts of the three girls get fierce. But Leslie has fallen in love with the Earl, tells him the truth about her original intentions, and wins him over. The Gainsborough Pictures comedy was directed with a light touch by Carol Reed. It was released in the States in 1942.

			Sunday, April 30

			After much advance ballyhoo, the New York World’s Fair opened in Flushing Meadows in Queens and attracted two hundred six thousand visitors. President Roosevelt was on hand for the opening, and his speech was televised to two hundred TV screens set up across the fair, making him the first U.S. president to appear on television. The fair was centered by the Trylon and Perisphere theme structures and included the participation of fifty-two nations and eleven colonies. The theme of the fair, “Dawn of a New Day,” emphasized a future world with marvelous inventions and developments. With a world war brewing in Europe and Asia, the fair’s optimism was perhaps ironic, yet many came to marvel at what such a future might hold in store. Some of the buildings were air-conditioned, which impressed fairgoers more than anything else. Other items demonstrated at the fair, which also became reality, included electric razors, 3-D movies, electric typewriters, a highway system using cloverleafs rather than stop lights, an early form of computer, and television. The fair ran to October then reopened in 1940 for five more months. Over 45 million visitors came during the two years, earning the Fair Corporation $48 million. But the fair cost $67 million, so the corporation ended up bankrupt. Yet for many, the New York World’s Fair of 1939–1940 was a magical experience that was never forgotten.        

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					APRIL 30—NEW YORK WORLD’S FAIR IS OPEN! The simple but elegant structures called the Trylon and Perisphere were the symbols of the 1939–1940 New York World’s Fair. Their futuristic look hinted at the marvels of the future demonstrated inside some of the exhibits. While the fair promoted world peace and understanding, during its two-year run war was waged in Europe and Asia. Photofest

				

			

			Mobster George “Bugs” Moran, the rival of Al Capone in Chicago during Prohibition, was convicted of conspiracy to make and cash $62,000 worth of American Express checks. He served several prison terms before his death in 1957.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Mesquite Buckaroo

					1	Boys’ Reformatory

					1 	The Middleton Family at the New York World’s Fair

					1	Lying Lips

					3	Big Town Czar (NYC)

					4	Lucky Night (NYC)

					4	Outside These Walls

					4	Blue Montana Skies

					5	Rose of Washington Square

					5	Chasing Danger

					5	Sorority House

					6	Mandrake, the Magician

					11	Ex-Champ (NYC)

					11	Hotel Imperial

					12	Only Angels Have Wings (NYC)

					12	Tell No Tales

					12	Panama Lady

					12	Three Texas Steers

					13	Torchy Runs for Mayor

					15	Goodbye, Mr. Chips (NYC)

					19	Some Like It Hot

					19	It’s a Wonderful World

					19	The Kid from Kokomo (NYC)

					19	Boy Friend

					20	They Asked for It

					20	Unmarried

					20	Sweepstakes Winner

					20	My Wife’s Relatives

					22	Wolf Call

					22	Missing Daughters

					26	The Zero Hour

					26	Bridal Suite

					26	Captain Fury

					26	Racketeers of the Range

					27	Exile Express

					27	Code of the Secret Service

					30	Young Mr. Lincoln (Springfield, Illinois)

					31	Charlie Chan in Reno (NYC)

					31	Undercover Doctor (NYC)

					31	The Sun Never Sets (NYC)

				

			

		

		
			Monday, May 1

			The comic book character of Batman was introduced when No. 27 of Detective Comics (DC) hit the newsstands. Artist Bob Kane combined aspects of Zorro and Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing of a flying man to create the look of the comic book hero. A year later DC published the first issue of Batman magazine. It came out quarterly at first, and later bimonthly, and eventually monthly for seventy years.

			On a higher literary plane, the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction was awarded to Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings for her novel The Yearling. The story of a boy who adopts a young deer was made into a popular film in 1946.

			Celebrating May Day at the Olympiastadion in Berlin, Hitler denounced the “international clique of war agitators” that threaten Germany and stated, “If we want to survive we must be unified.”

			————

			The fifty-four-year-old Gilbert and Sullivan comic operetta The Mikado was much in view in 1939. A faithful film version from Great Britain was released through Universal in the States in a three-color Technicolor print, the first for the studio. The colorful, if stagy, movie was directed by Victor Schertzinger and featured American tenor Kenny Baker as Nanki-Poo, the son of the Mikado, who is disguised as a wandering minstrel, and British operetta comic Martyn Green as Ko-Ko, the befuddled tailor who is named Lord High Executioner. The Mikado was among the most popular of Gilbert and Sullivan stage works and the film met with encouraging reviews but did only modest box office. G&S purists complained that the two-hour operetta was abridged into ninety minutes. In New York, the movie had to compete with the jazz version called The Swing Mikado which had opened on Broadway in March, and the all-black The Hot Mikado which opened there a few weeks later.

			The two Hollywood movies to open came from minor-league studios. Mesquite Buckaroo was a contrived B movie by Metropolitan Pictures that centered on a rodeo competition. The rivalry between rodeo champ Bob Allen (Bob Steele) and contender Luke Williams (Ted Adams) gets fierce as different people bet heavily on the outcome. Chicago hood Trigger Carson (Charles King) tries to pay Bob to throw the rodeo but the honest cowboy cannot be persuaded. So Carson and his toughs kidnap Bob so that the victory will fall to Luke through forfeit. The way Bob wins his freedom and the rodeo was no more interesting than the rest of the movie.

			More intriguing was Monogram’s Boys’ Reformatory, one of the decade’s many melodramas calling for prison reform. The reckless youth Eddie O’Meara (Frank Coglan Jr.) is like a brother to orphan Tommy Ryan (Frankie Darro), so when Eddie gets caught up in a robbery, Tommy takes the blame and is sent to a reform school. Despite the efforts of a kind doctor (Grant Withers), the reformatory is a corrupt prison filled with a sleazy staff and out-of-control students. When Eddie gets caught in another crime, he too is sent to the reform school, where the vicious superintendent (John St. Polis) tries to kill both boys because they know too much about the corruption in the place. The way the teens escape is as unrealistic as the rest of the plot, but the movie’s sentiments are in the right place and some of the acting is commendable.

			Two independent movies that had no official opening started appearing in theatres in May. The Middleton Family at the New York World’s Fair was produced by Westinghouse Electric Company to promote its exhibit at the fair. The fifty-five-minute movie is a family drama with a slight story, but mostly it is an advertisement about Westinghouse leading the way for American ingenuity and progress. Mr. Middleton (Harry Shannon) has a son (Jimmy Lydon) who is cynical about the future and a daughter (Marjorie Lord) who is a budding socialist. Only grandma (Adora Andrews), who debunks the “good old days,” is excited about a better world. So Mr. Middleton takes the whole family to the fair to demonstrate the wonders of capitalism. A cigarette-smoking robot is laughable today, but Westinghouse did brag about one novelty that became commonplace: the automatic dishwashing machine. The characters are as one-dimensional as the philosophy, but the movie has first-class production values and the actors do their best with the material.

			Much more believable characters were found in the low-budget Lying Lips put out by Micheaux Films. This crime melodrama featuring African-American characters manages to avoid the worst stereotypes, but the stilted dialogue and weak acting often defeat the movie’s good intentions. Elsie (Edna Mae Harris) sings at the Poodle Dog Club and refuses to sleep with an influential customer, so she is framed for the murder of her aunt (Gladys Williams). Although Elsie is convicted and sent to prison, Detective Wenzer (Robert Earl Jones, the father of James Earl Jones) is convinced she is innocent and hunts down the real culprits. Oscar Micheaux wrote and directed the well-meaning drama, which is more a curiosity today than a satisfying film experience.

			Tuesday, May 2

			Baseballer Lou Gehrig ended his 2,130 consecutive-game streak today when the New York Yankees beat the Detroit Tigers 22–2.

			In Slovakia, thirty thousand Jews had their citizenship taken away by the new German-backed government.

			Wednesday, May 3

			When questioned by the Gallup Poll, 84 percent of Americans wanted the United States to not get involved in a European war.

			In Asia, the conservative Indian National Congress was threatened today with the formation of the more liberal All India Forward Bloc led by Subhas Chandra Bose.

			————

			The most memorable aspect of Universal’s B crime melodrama Big Town Czar is that it was based on a story by newspaper columnist Ed Sullivan years before he became a radio and then television host. Sullivan also narrates the movie and plays the brief role of a news columnist. The movie centered on the gangster Phil Daley (Barton MacLane), who seems to have the whole city under his thumb, although his girlfriend, Susan Warren (Eve Arden), has lost respect for him. Daley’s brother Danny (Tom Brown) quits college so he can be part of the gang, but Danny soon angers rival crime boss Mike Luger (Jack La Rue) by fixing a prize fight. Luger thinks Phil Daley double-crossed him and sets out to kill him but knocks off Danny instead. Much of the acting in Big City Czar was as run-of-the-mill as the script.

			Thursday, May 4

			James Joyce’s experimental and complex novel Finnegan’s Wake was published in the United Kingdom. Written with made-up words, stream of consciousness, and obscure lexicons, the book puzzled readers and critics and continues to do so. Finnegan’s Wake was Joyce’s last work; he died two years later.

			————

			A comedy-drama misfire from MGM titled Lucky Night was the day’s most disappointing entry, especially since it boasted an A-list cast. The heiress Cora Jordan (Myrna Loy) leaves her rich family and decides to discover life. One night she meets the down-and-out Bill Overton (Robert Taylor) on a park bench; they enjoy a night of carefree fun on the town and get married. The next morning, sober and aware, they try to make a go of their marriage. But she wants security, he wants adventure, and the marriage falls apart. So too does the movie. After a promising and enjoyable start, Lucky Night doesn’t know where to go. Neither did the director (Norman Taurog) or the talented players.

			On the other hand, Columbia’s B melodrama Outside These Walls wanted to go everywhere but its illogical plot stood in the way. When Dan Sparling (Michael Whalen) desperately needs cash to pay for his extravagant wife’s whims, he embezzles money from his company, is found out, and goes to jail. A fire breaks out in the prison, and Dan saves the life of the warden, John Wilson (Selmer Jackson). Offered a parole by the thankful warden, Dan refuses and says he must serve out his time and pay his debt to society. Dan eventually gets out of jail, gets involved in politics, newspaper reporting, and the underworld, and ends up being editor of a newspaper run by Margaret Bronson (Dolores Costello), who once refused to marry him because of his criminal record.

			A Gene Autry western with snow, Republic’s Blue Montana Skies has a different look but utilizes the same Old West clichés. Autry and his sidekick, Frog Millhouse (Smiley Burnette), investigate a gang that is smuggling furs across the Montana-Canada border. They have to abandon their horses for dog sleds but there is still plenty of action. Autry wrote (with Johnny Marvin and Fred Rose) and sang five songs, the most memorable being “Neath the Blue Montana Skies.”

			Public Jitterbug No. 1 is an oddball musical short released by Warner Brothers. The live-action musical plays like a cartoon but is much more bizarre. The popularity of the jitterbug dance is thought to be a national threat by the U.S. government, so G-Man Hal Sturges (Hal Le Roy) is ordered to find and capture Public Jitterbug Number One, the person who is behind the dance phenomenon. Sturges checks out dance joints in the Broadway district and, in the process, falls in love with hoofer Betty (Betty Hutton). The fact that he’s an undercover agent and she is the jitterbug perpetrator is a stumbling block that they have to overcome for a happy ending. The twenty-one-minute mini-musical has seven songs, some fun dancing, and a truly strange premise. Public Jitterbug No. 1 is one of four shorts featuring Betty Hutton before she graduated to features.

			Friday, May 5

			Flash flooding in northeast Kentucky killed seventy-five people.

			The first woman to hold a full professorship at either Oxford or Cambridge universities in England was Dorothy Garrod, who was elected Disney Professor of Archeology at Cambridge.

			————

			The plot and characters of the 20th Century-Fox musical Rose of Washington Square were so close to the life of Broadway and radio comedienne Fanny Brice that she sued the studio and got a hefty out-of-court settlement. Yet the demure WASP character that Alice Faye played on screen was a far cry from the zany, Jewish Brice. The heroine is Rose Sargent (Faye) who climbs to the top of her profession, but her love for the disreputable con man Barton DeWitt Clinton (Tyrone Power) keeps dragging her down. Eventually he goes to prison, she sing’s Brice’s signature number, “My Man,” and everybody knew this was not fiction. The score consisted of several old standards (such as “I’m Just Wild about Harry” and the title tune), Al Jolson sang an armful of his old hits (including “California, Here I Come” and “My Mammy”), and Harry Revel (music) and Mack Gordon (lyrics) provided a new ballad, “I Never Knew That Heaven Could Speak.” The whole story would be told without disguises in 1968 in Funny Girl.

			Fox’s other release was the adventure film Chasing Danger, which traveled from Paris to the deserts of North Africa and included everything from an Arab rebellion to a shipboard fire at sea. The convoluted plot centered on newsreel reporter Waldo Rohrbeck (Wally Vernon) and his cameraman Steve Mitchell (Preston Foster), who are sent by their boss to cover an uprising in Algeria and, as a result, get tangled up in a spy ring, a revolution, stolen jewels used to buy weapons, and romance. It all happens so fast that one doesn’t have enough time to consider how cockeyed the plotting is. Directed by Ricardo Cortez with room for comic relief, Chasing Danger is a high-flying piece of bravado.

			College cliques and romance were at the center of RKO’s romantic drama Sorority House. Small-town girl Alice Fisher (Anne Shirley) is not rich, but her grocer-father (J. M. Kerrigan) scrapes up enough money to send her to Talbot College. Once there, she gets involved in the all-important task of getting into a sorority and making connections with the monied girls on campus. Alice also gets romantically involved with Bill Loomis (James Ellison), the big-shot student at the school, but he’s a regular guy once Alice gets to know him. Because Dalton Trumbo wrote the screenplay, there is much talk of social consciousness and honest values in the B movie.

			Saturday, May 6

			In the Kentucky Derby, Johnstown came in first at Churchill Downs.

			————

			Columbia introduced a new serial, Mandrake, the Magician, which was based on a popular newspaper comic strip. Mandrake (Warren Hull) is a top-hatted, black-caped magician on the stage, but when out of costume he’s a tough detective. The magician’s Asian assistant, Lothar (Al Kikume), also helps in Mandrake’s detective work. The twelve-part serial followed Mandrake and Lothar’s hunt for the arch-villain known as the Wasp, who is trying to steal a machine that runs on radium that Professor Hudson (Forbes Murray) has developed. Before he is finally captured in the last episode, the Wasp and his gang blow up a radio station, a power house, and a dam. Interestingly, magic and hypnosis do not enter into the storyline, which is more interested in physical action.

			A Warner Brothers cartoon that doesn’t run out of silly ideas, Thugs with Dirty Mugs is a clever spoof of gangster films, the title itself lampooning the studio’s own Angels with Dirty Faces (1938). The Edward G. Robinson–like mobster Killer Diller and his gang decide to rob every bank in town starting with the First National Bank, then the Second National Bank, and so on. The flat-footed police catch on to the pattern, but it takes a lot of chases, puns, and sight gags before Killer is captured and given a long sentence (literally) which he has to write out one hundred times on a blackboard. Tex Avery directed and provided the voice for Killer.

			Sunday, May 7

			The Rome–Berlin Axis was announced, officially uniting the forces of Hitler and Mussolini. The military alliance was formed to “contribute effectively to assure peace in Europe.”       
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					MAY 7—HITLER AND MUSSOLINI BECOME OFFICIAL ALLIES. Adolf Hitler (right) and Benito Mussolini had been making public gestures of political unity for the past four years, but an official show of solidarity did not come until they signed the Rome–Berlin Axis. The agreement’s use of the word Axis thereafter was used to describe the German, Italian, and (later) Japanese forces in World War II. Artkino Pictures / Photofest © Artkino Pictures

				

			

			Vulcan Park in Birmingham, Alabama, opened with a nine-day festival. The park was created as a home for the fifty-six-foot-tall statue of the Roman god Vulcan, which was created for the 1904 St. Louis Fair. Vulcan remains the largest cast iron statue in the world.

			Monday, May 8

			The Polish city of Danzig on the Baltic Sea had been eyed by Germany for its strategic location. Great Britain volunteered to serve as mediator between Germany and Poland on the future of the port city. The offer was later refused and tensions increased in Poland.

			Tuesday, May 9

			The Roman Catholic Church beatified the seventeenth-century Algonquin-Mohawk woman Kateri Tekakwitha as the first Native American saint.

			Franco announced that Spain was withdrawing from the League of Nations.

			The Second Sino-Japanese War intensified with the end of the Battle of Nanching. After nearly two months of fighting, the Imperial Japanese Army defeated the Chinese National Revolutionary Army. Japan suffered twenty-four thousand casualties while China lost over fifty-one thousand soldiers.

			Wednesday, May 10

			The new home for the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) opened on Fifty-Third Street in New York City. Founded in 1929 and housed in the Heckscher Building on Fifth Avenue, the museum was one of the first to collect and showcase modernist art.

			American writer Henry Miller’s controversial novel Tropic of Capricorn was released in Paris because it was banned in the States. Not until a court order in 1961 was the book allowed to be sold in America.

			Thursday, May 11

			In the undeclared war between Japan and the Soviet Union, the Battles of Khalkhin Gol began on the border of Mongolia and Manchuria. Fighting would continue into September, resulting in a Soviet and Mongolian victory.

			————

			A congenial B melodrama from Universal, Ex-Champ gave character actor Victor McLaglen the chance to play a sympathetic father figure. McLaglen is ex-boxer Tom “Gunner” Grey, who now works as a doorman in order to support his daughter Joan (Nan Grey) and son Jeffrey (Donald Briggs). The son marries a high-society girl (Constance Moore) and, because he is embarrassed by his uneducated father, does not tell his wife and family about Gunner. But when Jeffrey foolishly embezzles money from his father-in-law’s company, it is Gunner who steps in and saves his son from jail by training boxer Bob Hill (Tom Brown) and fixing a fight in order to pay back the stolen money. Also giving a memorable performance is William Frawley as Mushy Harrington, Gunner’s pal from his boxing days.

			A comedy-drama from Paramount titled Hotel Imperial had a promising premise but a plot with too many loose ends. During a war, a small town in Eastern Europe is alternately occupied by the Austrians and the Russians. Ann Warschaska (Isa Miranda) comes to the town looking for the Austrian officer who broke her sister’s heart and led her to suicide. All she knows about the man is his room number at the Hotel Imperial, so she gets a job as a maid there while working as an artist’s model as well. Ann falls in love with Lieutenant Nemassey, an Austrian officer (Ray Milland), then suspects he is the man who ruined her sister. The acting and directing (by Robert Florey) are first-rate, as is the scenic décor, but Hotel Imperial never quite holds together. Perhaps it was because of all the drama off-screen. The film went through three leading ladies during filming, and Milland was seriously injured during a horse-racing scene.

			Friday, May 12

			Turkey and Great Britain announced that an aid agreement between the two nations had been signed, each vowing to offer military help to the other in case of war. When war broke out in Europe four months later, Turkey decided to remain neutral.           
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					MAY 12—CARY GRANT SURPRISES IN ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS. While most of Grant’s 1930s roles were lightweight and comic, he played a character who was without charm or warmth in Only Angels Have Wings. His intense, bitter performance came as a surprise to many moviegoers, who found the star could also be alluring and dangerous. Grant is pictured with costar Jean Arthur, and behind them, left to right, are Victor Kilian, Thomas Mitchell, and Allan Joslyn. Columbia Pictures / Photofest © Columbia Pictures

				

			

			————

			In the opinion of many, Cary Grant gives his finest dramatic performance in the Columbia Pictures classic Only Angels Have Wings. He plays the tough-skinned flyer Geoff Carter, who manages an air freight company operating out of a remote South American trading port. Carter and the other flyers risk their lives every day flying through a mountain pass in often stormy weather. When cabaret singer Bonnie Lee (Jean Arthur) comes to town and gets romantically interested in Carter, he is reluctant to let a woman into his independent and dangerous life. Also new to the town is the flyer Bat McPherson (Richard Barthelmess) and his wife Judy (Rita Hayworth), who was once romantically involved with Carter. McPherson is there to fly freight for the company, but he is shunned by the other pilots because he once abandoned a burning plane, leaving his copilot to die. All these complications in Carter’s life are intensified when he has to push his flyers to do risky flights in order to get an important contract. Only Angels Have Wings is a taut drama directed with precision by Howard Hawks and boasts top-notch acting from all the cast, from the relative newcomer Hayworth to veteran Thomas Mitchell, who plays the tragic pilot Kid Dabb.

			Tell No Tales is a surprisingly tight and effective B crime drama from MGM with Melvyn Douglas turning in a splendid performance as a newspaper editor. Michael Cassidy needs to come up with a scoop and start selling more papers or he’ll go bankrupt. When he gets hold of a hundred-dollar bill and traces it to the ransom money in an unsolved kidnapping case, Cassidy turns detective and works his way through the city’s underworld until he uncovers the kidnappers. He is helped by school teacher Ellen Frazier (Louise Platt) and hindered by various suspicious characters. The fast-paced, well-plotted crime melodrama is well acted and directed (by Leslie Fenton) and often feels like an A movie.

			There is a lot of moody atmosphere in RKO’s sultry drama Panama Lady, a remake of the same studio’s Panama Flo (1932). Panama dance hall “hostess” Lucy (Lucille Ball) is dumped by her fiancé, Roy Harmon (Donald Briggs), who only used her to traffic in drugs. When she meets the oil driller Dennis McTeague (Alan Lane) and he offers to take her with him to the jungles of South America, Lucy agrees. In the jungle, Lucy has to contend with McTeague’s housekeeper-lover, Cheema (Steffi Duna), in winning his affections. Then Harmon arrives by plane and says he wants Lucy back, but in reality he has been hired by the mob to kill her. More intrigue and deception follow until Harmon is killed by Cheema and Lucy is framed for the crime. Yet there is a happy ending for the low-budget melodrama that feels logical enough.

			John Wayne is not top-billed in Republic’s B western Three Texas Steers because it was made before he found stardom with Stagecoach. Wayne is just one of the Three Mesquiteers (the other two are played by Ray Corrigan and Max Terhune) who help neighboring rancher Nancy Evans (Carole Landis) find out who is trying to drive her off her land and why. Since Nancy once owned a circus, the script manages to work a gorilla into the plot. Three Texas Steers was a turning point in the career of Landis, who graduated to A movies after this film was released.

			Cartoon favorite Betty Boop was the star of the Fleischer Studios short Musical Mountaineers. Betty runs out of gas in the Ozarks and finds herself in the middle of a Hatfield-McCoy-like feud. She brings peace to the mountains through her dancing, which charms the hillbillies.

			A French-Swiss film titled Farinet ou l’or dans la montagne (Farinet of the Mountains) was released by Clarté Films in Paris and, although it was not shown in the States until decades later, the movie is today considered something of a classic in French cinema. The Swiss peasant Maurice Farinet (Jean-Louis Barrault) becomes a counterfeiter but is sheltered from the authorities by the townspeople, in particular the waitress Joséphine (Suzy Prim), who is in love with him. The movie was directed by Swiss actor-director Max Haufler who later worked in Hollywood.

			Saturday, May 13

			The German luxury liner MS St. Louis departed today from Hamburg with over nine hundred Jews aboard. The ship was bound for Havana, Cuba, where the Jewish passengers planned to disembark and travel north to the United States.

			Challedon won the Preakness Stakes at Pimlico Race Course in Baltimore.

			————

			Glenda Farrell returned as reporter Torchy Blane in Warner Brothers’ Torchy Runs for Mayor. It is one of the most illogical entries in the series but still highly enjoyable. Everyone in town suspects that the mayor, Dr. Dolan (John Miljan), is corrupt, but Torchy sets out to prove it. Using evidence she finds in Dolan’s office, Torchy brings down the current administration. When the prime candidate to replace him is murdered, Torchy runs for mayor herself and, with the help of her ever-patient fiancé, Detective Steve McBride (Barton MacLane), solves the murder.

			One of the better Robert Benchley shorts made by MGM, Dark Magic is predictable but funny. Everyman Joe Doakes (Benchley) goes into a shop to buy some magic tricks for his son, and the proprietor demonstrates a handful of nifty routines. Once at home, Joe tries to show his son how they work but, of course, none of them do. Trying one final trick, Joe manages to make himself disappear.

			Sunday, May 14

			Hitler arrived in Aachen, on the border of France and Germany, to inspect the Siegfried Line. The nearly four-hundred-mile line of bunkers, tunnels, and traps was the protective “Westwall” of Germany.

			Monday, May 15

			A Supreme Court decision would become an important one in the ongoing debate over American gun politics. United States v. Miller stated that citizens (in this case, gangsters) could not use tommy guns and sawed-off shotguns and claim Second Amendment protection because neither they nor their weapons were part of a government militia. Advocates both for and against gun control would later interpret the decision to support their claims.

			The beloved Russian-Jewish writer Isaac Babel was arrested by Soviet police at his dacha in Peredelkino. Later imprisoned in a Gulag camp, Babel was interrogated and, under duress, admitted to anti-Stalinist activities. He was executed in 1940 and his name was removed from Russian dictionaries and encyclopedias.

			Construction was completed today on the concentration camp in Ravensbruck, Germany. The camp was designed to hold female prisoners who would serve as laborers, many for an electrical engineering company.

			————

			James Hilton’s popular and sentimental book Goodbye, Mr. Chips was turned into an equally popular and sentimental movie by MGM’s British Studios. In 1870, the young classics teacher Charles Edward Chipping (Robert Donat) begins his career at Brookfield Boarding School for boys, and over the next fifty-eight years he is sometimes revered, other times mocked or overlooked. Late in life he weds the vivacious Katherine Ellis (Greer Garson) and becomes less stodgy, but her premature death means his only life is the school, his only children the hundreds of boys he taught over the years. The thirty-four-year-old Donat played Mr. Chips (as he was called) with a quiet charm, aging effectively throughout the film. Goodbye, Mr. Chips brought Garson her first widespread popularity and made the English actress a Hollywood star. For many Americans, the movie remains their vision of the old British school system and Mr. Chips the quintessential English schoolteacher.

			Tuesday, May 16

			The United States government issued Food Stamps for the first time. The first coupons were distributed in Rochester, New York.

			Nathanael West’s scathing novel about Hollywood, The Day of the Locust, was published today. Because of its nightmarish view of the movie business, Hollywood would not make a screen version until 1975.

			Wednesday, May 17

			The British government issued the White Paper of 1939, sharply reducing Jewish immigration to Mandatory Palestine.

			On the other side of the world, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth arrived in Quebec City, the first time a British monarch visited Canada.

			————

			James M. Cain’s steamy 1934 novel The Postman Always Rings Twice was filmed by the French before Hollywood made its first screen version in 1946. Released in Paris, Le Dernier Tournant was generally faithful to the book. The itinerant Frank (Fernand Gravey) bums a meal at the truck stop owned and operated by Nick Marino (Michel Simon). When he sees Nick’s much-younger and sexy wife, Cora (Corinne Luchaire), Frank stays on as a handyman. Cora and Frank are soon in lust, if not in love, and plan to kill off Nick and make it look like an accident. Fate has different plans for them. The acting in the movie is very accomplished, and the plotting is solid. The director was the prolific Pierre Chenal.

			Thursday, May 18

			Reacting to Britain’s White Paper decision, riots broke out in Jerusalem where over one hundred people were injured.

			The twenty-seventh annual cycling race in Italy called the Giro d’Italia was won by Italian professional cyclist Giovanni Valetti.

			Friday, May 19

			The often-controversial Federal Theatre Project offered the inflammatory drama Life and Death of an American, which opened on Broadway. George Sklar’s pageant-like play was about the short tragic life of the fictional American citizen Jerry Dorgan (Arthur Kennedy). Born at the beginning of the new century, George becomes an average student who is good at football and dreams of being a scientist. But when his father dies, George has to go to work in an auto factory. When the Depression hits, he is out of work and active in the union until, during a protest, he is shot by the police. Such disturbing plays brought suspicion of Communism in the Federal Theatre and would eventually lead to its demise.

			————

			Paramount’s Some Like It Hot is not the cinema classic that Billy Wilder made in 1959, but an enjoyable musical comedy featuring Bob Hope. He played the small-time Atlantic City boardwalk promoter Nicky Nelson whose sideshow attractions attract no one. He latches onto singer Lily Racquel (Shirley Ross) and drummer Gene Krupa (playing himself) but once the two find success, they dump Nicky. A remake of Paramount’s Shoot the Works (1934), Some Like It Hot is a notable early showcase for Hope and it has some fine songs written by Krupa, Frank Loesser, and Burton Lane. When the movie was shown on television years later, it was retitled Rhythm Romance to distinguish it from the Wilder film.

			MGM’s It’s a Wonderful World was a crime comedy-drama written by Ben Hecht and directed by W. S. Van Dyke. James Stewart played detective Guy Johnson, who hides his client Willie Heywood (Ernest Truex) from the police, convinced that Heywood did not commit the murder he is wanted for. When the cops find Heywood, both he and Johnson are sentenced to prison. But Johnson escapes from the police and continues to look for the real murderer. Along the way he encounters the poet Edwina Corday (Claudette Colbert), who both helps and hinders him in his investigation. Parts of It’s a Wonderful World are screwball comedy, other parts rapid melodrama.

			A romantic B comedy from Warner Brothers titled The Kid from Kokomo had a superior cast, but it was a predictable movie with only the actors shining. Boxing promoter Billy Murphy (Pat O’Brien) and his girlfriend, Doris Harvey (Joan Blondell), find a promising fighter, Homer Baston (Wayne Morris), in Kokomo, Indiana, but he won’t leave town because he was abandoned as a baby and believes his mother will come back for him someday. So Billy pays the small-time crook Maggie Manell (May Robson) to impersonate Homer’s mother and the foursome go into the prize-fighting racket with dubious results. Also in the sparkling cast were Jane Wyman, as Homer’s sweetheart, Marian, and such wonderful character actors as Edward Brophy, Stanley Fields, Maxie Rosenbloom, and Ward Bond.

			The convoluted B crime movie Boy Friend from 20th Century-Fox couldn’t decide whether it was a comedy or a melodrama or a romance, and it generally failed on all three counts. Sally Murphy (Jane Withers) and her mother (Myra Marsh) run a boarding house for rookies in the police department, so they are very upset when Sally’s brother Jimmy (Richard Bond) turns to the wrong side of the law. Sally falls for the new rookie Billy Bradley (George Ernest), who helps her find out if Jimmy was behind the robbery of the local fur store. The investigation reveals that Jimmy was working for the police by joining the gang who robbed the store.

			Disney released the Donald Duck cartoon Donald’s Cousin Gus with the hope of introducing a new animated character to the family. Gus is a goose who arrives at Donald’s house with a note saying he is the duck’s cousin and that he doesn’t eat much. But Gus is a ferocious eater and he annoys Donald in other ways too. The audience was equally annoyed, did not take to Gus, and he was never heard of again.

			Saturday, May 20

			Trans-Atlantic air service between the United States and France began, courtesy of Pan American Airways. The Yankee Clipper’s route went from Port Washington on Long Island to Horta in the Azores, then on to Lisbon, then Marseilles.

			————

			An obscure Universal B movie with some youthful sass, They Asked for It is a crime comedy-drama with an unknown cast who seem far too old for the roles they play. Small-town newspaper editor Steve Lewis (William Lundigan) is recently out of college and finds that his paper is going bankrupt. His college pals Howard Adams (Michael Whalen), a struggling attorney, and Peter Starks (Thomas Beck), a physician right out of medical school, join with Lewis’s girlfriend, Mary Lou Carroll (Joy Hodges), to put some spice in the newspaper. When a crusty old farmer dies, the paper suggests that it was murder. Circulation goes up, but then the coroner declares that death was by natural causes, making Lewis a laughingstock. Then evidence surfaces that it might have really been murder and the four friends get in over their heads with the murderer.

			A boxing film with some tear-jerking scenes, Paramount’s Unmarried is pretty much stolen by fourteen-year-old Donald O’Connor. He plays the twelve-year-old boarding school kid Ted, who comes home on vacation to learn that his father has been killed. Ted is taken in by failed boxer Slag Bailey (Buck Jones) and his girlfriend, Pat Rogers (Helen Twelvetrees). The two raise the boy while remaining unmarried. As an adult, Ted (John Hartley) wants to become a boxer instead of going to college, which brings on a lot of domestic heartbreak and tears. Unmarried was the last of thirty-two films made by Twelvetrees, a temperamental actress who years later died of a drug overdose.

			The horse racing B comedy from Warner Brothers titled Sweepstakes Winner featured Marie Wilson, who had a long career playing dumb blondes in comedies. The blonde this time is Jennie Jones, who has $1,000 to buy a favorite racehorse, but she is fleeced out of the money by con men Tip Bailey (Allen Jenkins) and Jinx Donovan (Charley Foy). Jennie is forced to work as a waitress at a diner, where she has to fight off the amorous advances of her boss, Mark Downe (Johnnie Davis). When Jennie wins the Irish sweepstakes, she buys the racehorse, but Bailey and Donovan come back on the scene, and it looks like another con is in store. Also in the comic mix are the madcap chef Nick (Jerry Colonna), the scheming old codger Pop Reynolds (Granville Bates), and the goofy jockey Chalky Williams (Frankie Burke) who, intentionally or not, looks and sounds just like James Cagney.

			Republic Pictures made some movie series in the 1930s that were not westerns. One of them, The Higgins Family (1938), consisted of nine domestic comedies about Joe (James Gleason) and Lil Higgins (Lucile Gleason) and their family. The second installment, My Wife’s Relatives, was typical of the series. On the same day, Joe loses his job and the ring he bought for Lil for their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. Since Joe works at a candy factory, it is assumed that the ring is in one of the candy packages. A reward is offered and the townspeople buy up all the candy they can before the ring is found elsewhere. The subplots concerned Grandpa (Harry Davenport) chased by the wealthy widow Ella Jones (Maude Eburne) and Joe and Lil’s daughter Jean (Lynne Roberts) falling in love with the candy company owner’s son Bill (Henry Arthur).

			SUNDAY, MAY 21

			King George IV dedicated the National War Memorial today in Ottawa, Canada. The formidable granite and bronze cenotaph was dedicated in honor of the Canadian soldiers killed in World War I. Later, the memorial would include dedications to those fallen in subsequent wars.

			Monday, May 22

			German-Jewish writer and activist Ernst Toller committed suicide in New York City. Because of his leftist writings, Toller was exiled from Germany in 1933 when the Nazis came to power. He toured Canada and the States giving lectures. Depressed and in dire financial straits, Toller took his life upon hearing that his brother and sister had been sent to a concentration camp.

			Hitler and Mussolini signed the Pact of Steel, a ten-year military alliance.

			In Washington, the Supreme Court, in Lane v. Wilson, found that limiting the time for voter registration for African Americans was illegal under the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution.

			————

			An overly familiar story was given a slight twist by setting it in the Canadian wild in Monogram’s outdoor melodrama Wolf Call. Spoiled Mike Vance Jr. (John Carroll), the son of a successful mine owner (Guy Usher), is a playboy New Yorker who befriends the police dog Smokey one night. Vance Sr. decides that Mike needs to grow up, so he sends him (and Smokey) to the Vance Radium Mine in Canada to see if the mine is worth its costs. Mike finds out that the corrupt manager, Carson (Wheeler Oakman), wants to close the mine, while Dr. McTavish (George Cleveland) and his Native American daughter Towanah (Motiva) believe the mine can become profitable. Intrigue and romance follow, none of it very intriguing or romantic.

			Columbia’s B movie was the crime melodrama Missing Daughters. The title refers to single girls reported missing to the police. Newspaper columnist Wally King (Richard Arlen) starts to investigate when one of the girls is found dead, supposedly a suicide. But King finds out she was murdered as he uncovers a handful of businesses—including an art gallery, a theatrical agency, and an escort service—all run by Lucky Rogers (Edward Raquello), who uses them to recruit girls for his Club Naturrelle.

			Tuesday, May 23

			While submerged for testing off the coast of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the submarine USS Squalus failed to surface because of a malfunction of the valves. The USS Brooklyn was brought in for a rescue mission that lasted three days. Thirty-three sailors were saved, but twenty-six drowned.

			The British Parliament announced plans to make Palestine independent by the year 1949.

			Wednesday, May 24

			In China, the month-long Battle of Suixian-Zaoyang ended with a victory for the National Revolutionary Army of China. The victory cost China twenty-eight thousand men, while the loss of Japanese personnel was estimated at twenty-one thousand.

			In England, the annual Epsom Derby (also called the Derby Stakes) was won by Blue Peter.

			The ballet Billy the Kid, one of American composer Aaron Copland’s most renowned compositions, had its New York premiere as part of a program titled Ballet Caravan. The piece about the western outlaw was choreographed by Eugene Loring.

			Thursday, May 25

			Fritz Kuhn, leader of the German American Bund and avid American supporter of the Nazi Party, was arrested on charges of forgery and grand larceny. He was later convicted and imprisoned, then in 1945 deported.

			Friday, May 26

			Already passed by Parliament, the Military Training Act, which allowed the British government to begin drafting men for the military, was given “royal assent” by King George VI.

			————

			A romantic B melodrama from Republic, The Zero Hour had a far-fetched plot with illogical characters, but it succeeds as a weepy “women’s picture.” Veteran Broadway actor Julian Forbes (Otto Kruger) falls in love with his much-younger leading lady Linda Marsh (Frieda Inescourt), who wants to marry him. He refuses then later agrees to a wedding, only to be crippled in an accident before the ceremony. Linda sticks with him for years, then one day she decides the two of them should adopt the little orphan girl Beth (Ann Todd). But the rich businessman Brewster (Donald Douglas) also wants to adopt her even though his girlfriend, Susan (Adrienne Ames), doesn’t. Fighting over the child, Linda and Brewster fall in love and nothing but tears and tragedy follows. The best thing in the movie is Jane Darwell as Linda’s wisecracking companion.

			Another romance with holes in the plot could be found in MGM’s B movie Bridal Suite. London playboy Neil McGill (Robert Young) is engaged to marry Abbie (Virginia Field), but he keeps forgetting to show up at the altar. While vacationing in Switzerland, Neil falls for Luise (Annabella), but his parents still want him to marry Abbie. The three members of the romantic triangle all get stranded on a mountain before the film resolves itself. There are some snappy lines and playful performances to enjoy if one ignores the plot.

			The Robin Hood legend was reset in the Australian outback in United Artists’ Hal Roach production of Captain Fury. The eighteenth-century Irish activist Captain Michael Fury (Brian Aherne) is sent to prison in Australia, where he escapes from jail and, with other escapees, forms a gang that helps the locals fight off the greedy landowners. A swashbuckler with plenty of action and romance, Captain Fury has its exciting moments and some fine acting. Perhaps the most memorable performance was that of John Carradine as the escapee Coughy, who coughs his way through the film.

			RKO provided the western Racketeers of the Range. Yet it had little outdoor action and was mostly talk as a greedy meat-packing company tries to drive all the small independent companies out of business. A few characters turn to cattle rustling and there is a gun battle near the end, but this story could have taken place in downtown Chicago rather than on the range. George O’Brien was featured as the Irishman Barney O’Dell, who, with his sidekick Whopper Hatch (Chill Wills), leads the fight against the big bosses.

			Saturday, May 27

			The ocean liner MS St. Louis arrived in Havana, Cuba, with hundreds of Jewish refugees from Germany who had visas to enter the country. For six days the ship sat in the harbor while officials argued about letting the passengers into Cuba. In the end, only twenty-two passengers with United States visas were allowed to disembark.

			————

			Universal’s spy thriller Exile Express is an uneven affair, especially when slapstick is thrown into the works. The “express” of the title is a train that is taking deportees from San Francisco across the continent to Ellis Island in New York, where they will be shipped overseas. Among them is the beautiful Nadine Nikolas (Anna Sten), who is being wrongly exiled. She works as an assistant to the scientist Dr. Hite (Harry Davenport), who has developed a lethal poison that must not fall into the wrong hands. During her cross-country train trip, Nadine has to figure out, with the help of reporter and sweetheart Steve Reynolds (Alan Marshal), how to catch the spies in the group and assure her citizenship in the United States. The story lacks excitement, but it allows Sten to shine. Samuel Goldwyn had been trying since 1931 to make a star out of the Russian-Swedish actress but, no matter how often he featured her in movies and in the press, Sten never caught on with the American public. All the same, she continued to act in movies and television into the 1960s.

			Another espionage film of sorts opened the same day, Warner Brothers’ B movie Code of the Secret Service. Ronald Reagan, who had played agent Brass Bancroft in Secret Service of the Air earlier in the year, returned to the role in this sequel, which was lacking in all areas. Bancroft is sent to Mexico to find out where counterfeiters are minting phony U.S. coins and shipping them into the States. Before you know it, he is captured and handcuffed to pretty Elaine (Rosella Towne), and the two of them sit waiting for a bomb to go off. Luckily for Bancroft and Elaine, the bomb is a dud. Unluckily for the audience, so is the movie.

			Sunday, May 28

			The basketball team from Lithuania won the 1939 FIBA European Championship, commonly called the FIBA EuroBasket. The tournament was held in Kuanas, Lithuania.

			The Yugoslav comic strip Zigomar first appeared in the comic magazine Mikijevo Carstvo. The masked and caped hero Zigomar, a kind of Serbian Lone Ranger, soon found international fame as the strip was reprinted in several nations.

			Monday, May 29

			The U.S. Supreme Court decision in Perkins v. Elg stated that a child born in the United States to parents who were naturalized citizens is considered a natural-born citizen.

			British art dealer Joseph Duveen died. The son of a Dutch-Sephardic Jewish immigrant, Duveen rose to become the most celebrated and powerful art dealer of the twentieth century.

			Tuesday, May 30

			On Memorial Day (before it always fell on a Monday), the twenty-eighth annual auto speed race called the Indianapolis 500 was won by Wilbur Shaw. Another driver, Floyd Roberts, crashed and died during the five-hundred-mile-long race.

			————

			Of the many biographical films released in 1939, Young Mr. Lincoln is near the top of the list. The 20th Century-Fox movie was directed by John Ford and featured Henry Fonda as Lincoln. Although the screenplay sometimes quoted from Honest Abe himself, much of the movie was a fictionalized account of the ten years he spent in Illinois before he decided to go into politics. Much of the film is concerned with a murder case in which the young lawyer Lincoln defends brothers Matt (Richard Cromwell) and Adam Clay (Eddie Quillan). For romance, the courtship of Ann Rutledge (Pauline Moore), her early death, and the wooing of Mary Todd (Marjorie Weaver) are dramatized. Young Mr. Lincoln is held together by Fonda’s quiet but intense performance, helped by a first-rate supporting cast and sensitive direction by Ford. Fox wisely premiered the film in Springfield, Illinois, after which the whole country got to see it and cherish it.

			Wednesday, May 31

			Five thousand German soldiers, who had fought for Franco and the Nationalists in the Spanish Civil War, arrived by boat in Hamburg and were given medals by Hermann Göring, president of the Reichstag.

			————

			All three of today’s releases premiered in New York rather than California. The most popular of them was 20th Century-Fox’s Charlie Chan in Reno. The Charlie Chan franchise offered Sidney Toler in his second outing as the Chinese-American detective. He is called from his home in Honolulu to investigate a murder at a hotel catering to divorcees in Reno, Nevada. Guest Mary Whitman (Pauline Moore) is suspected of murdering a wealthy socialite, but as Chan examines the situation, the number of viable suspects increases considerably. The case is perhaps more complicated than it needs to be, but much of the film is highly enjoyable.

			Another crime drama taken from a book of case studies by head G-Man J. Edgar Hoover, Undercover Doctor is a Paramount B movie about Dr. Bartley Morgan (J. Carrol Naish), who serves as a cover for the mob. FBI agent Robert Anders (Lloyd Nolan) is the man out to get him, and Eddie Krator (Broderick Crawford) is the gang leader who tells the doctor what to do. Crawford, in only his fifth film appearance, is the most interesting thing about Undercover Doctor. It will take ten years and thirty more movies before Crawford finds wide recognition for All the King’s Men (1949).

			An adventure movie with more talk than action, Universal’s The Sun Never Sets raises some interesting questions about British colonialism. Clive Randolph (Basil Rathbone) and his wife, Helen (Barbara O’Neil), have endured the African heat on the Gold Coast and look forward to returning to London. Clive’s brother John (Douglas Fairbanks Jr.) does not wish to replace his brother in Africa but has no choice when the Colonial Office sends him to the Gold Coast and both brothers seek out the agitator Zurof (Lionel Atwill), who is inciting the natives to riot. Most of the action comes near the end of The Sun Never Sets but before that one can enjoy the strong performances.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Trapped in the Sky

					1	Across the Plains

					2	The Gracie Allen Murder Case

					2	The Girl from Mexico

					2	The Jones Family in Hollywood

					2	Inside Information

					2	S.O.S. Tidal Wave

					7	Invitation to Happiness (NYC)

					8	It Could Happen to You (NYC)

					8	Should a Girl Marry?

					9	Mountain Rhythm

					9	6,000 Enemies

					10	Daredevils of the Red Circle

					12	Daughters Courageous (NYC)

					14	Unexpected Father

					14	Down the Wyoming Trail

					15	Land of Liberty (NYC)

					15	Western Caravans

					16	Tarzan Finds a Son!

					16	The Girl and the Gambler

					16	The Law of the Wolf

					17	Nancy Drew . . . Trouble Shooter

					19	In Old Caliente

					20	Good Girls Go to Paris

					22	Maisie

					23	Five Came Back

					23	Susannah of the Mounties

					23	Naughty But Nice (NYC)

					23	Grand Jury Secrets

					23	Heritage of the Desert

					26	The Man in the Iron Mask

					27	Wyoming Outlaw

					29	Man about Town (NYC)

					30	Bachelor Mother (NYC)

					30	Second Fiddle

					30	The Saint in London

					30	Stronger Than Desire

					30	The House of Fear

					30	Timber Stampede

				

			

		

		
			Thursday, June 1

			The British submarine HMS Thetis sank in Liverpool harbor during trial maneuvers, drowning ninety-nine sailors. The sub was salvaged and repaired, serving during the war under the new name HMS Thunderbolt. It was sunk by enemy fire in the Mediterranean Sea in 1943, the entire crew drowning.

			The first heavyweight boxing match to be televised was held in the Bronx. Lou Nova defeated Max Baer.

			————

			An independent movie distributed by Columbia, Trapped in the Sky was a thriller about aerial espionage. The inventor Walter Fielding (Holmes Herbert) develops an electronically controlled plane that he offers to the U.S. government. When he is offered much more money by a foreign agent, Fielding sabotages his own plane, killing the pilot and making the Army Air Corps lose interest in the purchase. Major Roston (Jack Holt) suspects sabotage and allows himself to be court-martialed, expressing resentment for the military. He thereby attracts the foreign agent behind the double cross and eventually forces Fielding to confess.

			Another B western from Monogram was titled Across the Plains. After Buff Gordon (Bob Card) and his gang attack a wagon train, all of the settlers are killed except two young brothers. One is adopted by Gordon and grows up to be an outlaw nicknamed the Kansas Kid (Dennis Moore). The other brother hides from the outlaws and is rescued by the local tribe, growing up with the name Cherokee (Addison Randall). Twenty years later the brothers are brought together when Cherokee is hired to protect wagons being attacked by the Kid. The low-budget film is well written and a notch above the average western.

			Friday, June 2

			Threatened with gunboats by the Cuban president Federico Laredo Brú if it remained in Havana harbor, the MS St. Louis departed to look for a safe haven in the United States.

			————

			A rare case of a Hollywood performer’s name in the title of a movie, The Gracie Allen Murder Case was a Paramount comedy-mystery based on the book of the same title by S. S. Van Dine. Novelist Van Dine was a personal friend of George Burns and Gracie Allen and one of his last mysteries featured zany comic Gracie working with fictional sleuth Philo Vance. In the book, Burns was a minor character, and he was cut from the movie altogether. Gracie Allen played herself in the film, with William Warren once again as Vance. The plot, in which Gracie and Vance track down the murderer of a paroled convict in order to exonerate the suspected Bill Brown (Kent Taylor), was inconsequential to the comedy of Gracie and the playful chemistry between her and Warren. It is an uneven comedy and a poor mystery, but the movie is still very entertaining.

			Lupe Velez, billed as the “Mexican Spitfire,” was the star of RKO’s B romantic comedy The Girl from Mexico. Publicist Dennis Lindsay (Donald Woods) goes to Mexico looking for a Latin singer for a radio program and comes back to New York with the fiery Carmelita Fuentes (Velez), whose flamboyant nights on the town get her plenty of publicity. While flirting with both Dennis and his Uncle Matt (Leon Errol), Carmelita causes a lot of friction with Aunt Della (Elizabeth Risdon) and Dennis’s fiancée, Elizabeth (Linda Hayes). After some vivacious dancing and a few songs, Carmelita ends up with Dennis. RKO didn’t spend much time or effort on The Girl from Mexico, but it turned into a big hit and the studio featured Velez/Carmelita in seven more films.

			A series by 20th Century-Fox that attempted to capture the charm and popularity of the Hardy family was one dealing with the Jones family. The Jones Family in Hollywood was the thirteenth movie in a series of sixteen. The Joneses, headed by John (Jed Prouty) and Mrs. Jones (Spring Byington), were sillier than the Hardys but had their moments of sentiment as well. In this film, Dad goes to his annual convention and, because it is held in Hollywood, the family tags along for the chance to spot stars and see how movies are made. Filmed on Fox’s lot, the movie lets the audience experience some behind-the-scenes locales and have a few laughs along the way.

			The short-lived minor league studio Consolidated Pictures released its B crime drama Inside Information with no stars to speak of unless you count Tarzan the Police Dog. Investment agent Lloyd Wilson (Rex Lease) is wrongly suspected of stealing $20,000 in security bonds. Before the flat-footed police can track him down, Wilson and Tarzan sniff out the real crooks.

			An interesting low-budget film from Republic, S.O.S. Tidal Wave was one of the first movies about television broadcasting. Set in a future when everyone has a television set in their home, the pseudo-sci-fi movie was about the mob trying to control an election. On voting day, the underworld broadcasts a fake news story about a tidal wave hitting New York City. The plan is that everyone will stay home to watch the latest footage and forget to vote. Unfortunately the script doesn’t know where to go and the acting and production values are so poor that S.O.S. Tidal Wave is very difficult to sit through.

			Saturday, June 3

			At the Belmont Stakes, Johnstown was the big winner. The thoroughbred had won the Kentucky Derby but not the Preakness, so he failed to be a Triple Crown champion.

			The popular drinking song “Beer Barrel Polka” hit number one on the U.S. music charts for pop singles. The recording by German accordionist Will Glahé was first a success in Europe, then in America. The song, also known as “Roll Out the Barrel,” was written in 1927 by Czech composer Jaromir Vejvoda.

			Sunday, June 4

			The German liner MS St. Louis was denied permission today for its Jewish passengers to disembark in Florida.

			The U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued a new rule that required radio stations broadcasting to foreign countries to “promote international goodwill, understanding and cooperation” in their programs.

			Monday, June 5

			The first test screening of The Wizard of Oz was held for MGM executives. The movie ran about two hours, considered too long for a film aimed at children. Most features at the time ran ninety minutes. One of the suggestions was to eliminate the song “Over the Rainbow.” The studio later cut The Wizard of Oz down to 101 minutes.

			Black Narcissus, a novel by prolific English author Rumer Godden, was published by Little, Brown & Company. The emotional tale about a group of nuns in a convent high up in the Himalayas was turned into a British film classic in 1947.

			Tuesday, June 6

			The very first Little League baseball game was played in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Founded by Carl Stotz, the league consisted of only three teams the first year. Today there are over two thousand teams in eighty countries.

			Wednesday, June 7

			With Lithuania now in German hands, the other two Baltic nations—Estonia and Latvia—signed the German-Latvian Non-Aggression Pact and the German-Estonian Non-Aggression Pact in Berlin.

			Crossing from Canada into the United States by way of Niagara Falls, New York, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth became the first British monarchs to visit America. They were formally greeted by the U.S. secretary of state, Cordell Hull.

			————

			Paramount had a winner with the romantic drama Invitation to Happiness starring Irene Dunne and Fred MacMurray. They played a mismatched pair who love each other but are denied a typical Hollywood ending. Rookie prizefighter Al “King” Cole (MacMurray) meets society dame Eleanor Wayne (Dunne) when her father (William Collier Sr.) invests in the promising boxer. Despite their different backgrounds, the two fall in love and try to make a go of the marriage. But he is on the road all the time, she is lonely, and their son Albert (Billy Cook) is bitter toward his father. The couple divorce, but Cole still tries to befriend Albert, while Eleanor, who still loves her ex-husband, tries to help him. Also in the cast was Charles Ruggles, who played Cole’s manager, Pop Hardy. Ruggles’s brother Wesley produced and directed the movie, which is accomplished in all areas but is most remembered for the masterful acting by the two stars.

			Thursday, June 8

			The king of England visited the White House today and was hosted by FDR and entertained by singer Kate Smith. The purpose of the king’s visit was to solicit support from the United States in case Great Britain got into a war with Germany.

			In a directive from the Nazi Party, members of the Hitler Youth were forbidden to eat ice cream cones while in uniform. Hitler did not think it looked “dignified.”

			————

			An awkward but enjoyable comic mystery from 20th Century-Fox titled It Could Happen to You was released in New York. Adman MacKinley Winslow (Stuart Erwin) comes up with all the ideas, but fellow worker Freddie Barlow (Douglas Fowley) gets all the credit, much to the frustration of Mac’s wife, Doris (Gloria Stuart). After the two stop for some drinks at the Speckled Duck, Mac drives home and finds a dead girl in the back seat of his car. He is charged with murder, but Freddie and Doris set off to find the killer. It seems the murderer had an identical car and parked it at the Speckled Duck, putting the body in Mac’s car by mistake. The plotting was uneven, but the players were all in fine form.

			Monogram’s B movie was Should a Girl Marry?, a more serious mystery but a far from convincing one. Margaret (Anne Nagel) is about to marry a respected physician, Dr. Robert Benson (Warren Hull), when she finds out that her real mother was a convict, gave birth to her in prison, then put her up for adoption before dying. Harry Gilbert (Weldon Heyburn) tries to blackmail Benson, who is in line for a major promotion, but Benson dies in a car wreck and the evidence gets into the hands of Benson’s rival, Dr. White (Lester Matthews). There is some double crossing and a last-minute operation to save White before the happy ending.

			Friday, June 9

			Twenty-seven bombs exploded in twenty-seven mailboxes spread across Great Britain. Surprisingly, only seven people were injured.

			The International Olympic Committee awarded the 1944 Winter Olympics to Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, and the 1944 Summer Olympics to London. Neither would take place because of the war.

			German-born actress Marlene Dietrich became a U.S. citizen. A star of German films, Dietrich came to the States in 1930 to make Morocco and stayed.

			————

			There is a lot of singing in Republic’s B western Mountain Rhythm, but that’s the way Gene Autry’s fans liked it. This time around Autry and his sidekick, Frog Millhouse (Smiley Burnette), get involved with a couple of crooks that not only steal land but also take the ranchers’ auction money and start a run on a fake gold mine. Autry and his sweetheart, Alice (June Storey), don’t get a lot of screen time together because of all the action and eight songs, three of them penned by Autry, Johnny Marvin, and Fred Rose.

			The title of MGM’s B crime melodrama 6,000 Enemies refers to the convicts in a penitentiary who are hired to kill state prosecutor Steve Donegan (Walter Pidgeon), who happens to be in prison himself. After years of putting criminals behind bars, Donegan is set up on a bribery charge by mobster Joe Silenus (Harold Huber). Donegan is convicted and Silenus tells his friends on the inside to get rid of the prosecutor. But Donegan makes friends with his fellow inmates, works on his case from behind bars, and eventually exonerates himself. A hard-hitting film that turns soft right before your eyes, 6,000 Enemies boasts a first-rate cast, including Grant Mitchell, Rita Johnson, Paul Kelly, and Nat Pendleton, all of whom deserved better.

			The unusual pairing of Donald Duck and Pluto in the Disney cartoon Beach Picnic doesn’t quite work even though there are some good moments in the short. While Donald is confusing Pluto with a rubber horse, an army of ants picks up each item of their planned picnic lunch and carries it away, despite the fly paper Donald has provided. Not one of the better Disney cartoons, Beach Picnic has first-rate animation and coordinated music.

			The French film classic Le jour se leve (Daybreak) premiered in Paris. After factory worker François (Jean Gabin) shoots and kills Monsieur Valentin (Jules Berry), he takes refuge in his small apartment and holds off the police. A series of flashbacks reveal the events leading up to the murder, including his love affair with Françoise (Arletty). An early example of French poetic realism, Daybreak was directed with style by Marcel Carné and acted with great skill by Gabin and company. The film was released in the States in 1940.

			Saturday, June 10

			It was an exciting day in New York City as an estimated two million people crowded the waterfront to see King George VI and Queen Elizabeth arrive on the destroyer USS Warrington. After a drive though Manhattan, the royal couple moved on to Queens and visited the New York World’s Fair.

			“Aquarela do Brasil,” one of the most famous of all South American songs and best known outside the country as “Brazil,” was first performed on stage in Rio de Janeiro but was not well received by the audience. It was a later recording by Francisco de Morais Alves on Odeon Records that made the song known around the world.

			————

			Republic launched a new serial, Daredevils of the Red Circle, which quickly found an audience because of its daunting stunts. The arch-villain Harry Crowel (Charles Middleton) escapes from prison and takes revenge on Horace Granville (Miles Mander), the industrialist who had him put behind bars. Crowel sends his thugs to destroy each of Granville’s businesses, kidnaps Granville, and disguises himself as Granville to wreak havoc. The three heroes of the twelve-part serial are the Daredevils of the Red Circle (Charles Quigley, Bruce Bennett, and David Sharpe), who battle Crowel with their dazzling stunts in cars and motorcycles through the streets and tunnels. Considered one of the best of Republic’s serials, Daredevils of the Red Circle has surprisingly good acting, music, and, of course, action scenes.

			MGM released two shorts: The live-action Robert Benchley comedy How to Eat was really about the different things that can ruin one’s appetite. Joe Doakes (Benchley) demonstrates how being in love, getting bad news, having to eat with strangers staring at you, and running out of food can impede one’s dining pleasure. The cartoon The Bear That Couldn’t Sleep was similar in that Barney Bear keeps trying to hibernate but different things keep him awake, such as dripping water, a banging shutter, a whistling fireplace, and eventually getting locked outside his own house. It was the first appearance of the lazy, friendly bear and MGM featured him in over thirty subsequent cartoons between 1940 and 1954.

			Sunday, June 11

			Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt hosted the king and queen of England at a picnic at the family home in Hyde Park, New York. The media members covering the event were amused by the royals’ attempt to eat a hot dog for the first (and probably the last) time in their lives.

			Monday, June 12

			The Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York, was dedicated. The event took place on the one-hundredth birthday of baseball, and the U.S. Post Office issued a stamp commemorating the occasion. The induction of outstanding baseball players had begun in 1936, so all past recipients and ten new inductees were honored with a place in the Hall.

			Also in sports, the golf championship known as the U.S. Open concluded at the Philadelphia Country Club in Gladwyne, Pennsylvania. After two playoff rounds, the tournament was won by Byron Nelson.

			The Jean-Antoine Watteau painting L’indifferent was stolen from the Louvre in Paris. The thief returned it to the museum two months later.

			————

			Warner Brothers gathered most of the cast from the popular Four Daughters (1938) and gave them different characters in another sentimental melodrama called Daughters Courageous. Since her husband, Jim, abandoned her twenty years ago, Nan Masters (Fay Bainter) has raised her four daughters (Gale Page and Lola, Priscilla, and Rosemary Lane) herself and is now considering marrying the local businessman Sam Sloane (Donald Crisp). But before she can, Jim (Claude Rains) returns home and, after a cool reception, starts to win over the four girls. He even encourages youngest daughter Buff (Priscilla Lane) in her romance with the unpredictable Gabriel Lopez (John Garfield). There is a lot of heartache on the part of all before life lessons are learned. Directed efficiently by Michael Curtiz, Daughters Courageous is high-quality soap opera with some superb performances.

			Tuesday, June 13

			The Inter-governmental Committee of Refugees announced that an international agreement was forthcoming to keep the Jewish refugees aboard the MS St. Louis from having to return to Germany. Belgium agreed to grant temporary refuge to 250, the Netherlands 194, France about 200, and Britain the remainder. Sadly, the agreement was not fulfilled, and all of the passengers were forced to return to Germany where most died in concentration camps.

			Wednesday, June 14

			A maneuver later called the Tientsin Incident occurred when the Imperial Japanese Army began a blockade of the British concession at Tientsin in northern China. Because British officials refused to hand over the four killers of an important Japanese banker who died in a bomb explosion on April 9, Japan blocked the British settlement. The standoff was resolved in August when the four Chinese criminals were turned over to the Japanese and publicly beheaded.

			————

			Universal thought it had a heart-tugging comedy-drama on its hands with Unexpected Father, but the film was too contrived to be appealing despite some fine players in the cast. Jimmy Hanley (Dennis O’Keefe); his Russian roommate, Boris Bebenko (Mischa Auer); and Jimmy’s girlfriend, Diana Donovan (Shirley Ross) all work in the theatre so they are ill-equipped when Jimmy takes in the orphaned baby Sandy (Sandy Lee). The kid causes trouble in the theatre, then becomes an audience favorite, then is put in an orphanage, where he refuses to eat. The happy ending was as illogical as all the events leading up to it.

			The day’s other release wasn’t much better. Down the Wyoming Trail was one of Tex Ritter’s weakest vehicles. He dresses up like Santa Claus to amuse some kids on Christmas Eve but is in hot water when the villainous foreman Blackie (Bob Terry) also dresses up like Santa and shoots and kills Limpy Watkins (Ernie Adams). The only appealing aspect of the Monogram western was Ritter’s singing of three charming cowboy songs.

			Thursday, June 15

			The French submarine Phoenix submerged in the Cam Ranh Bay off French Indochina and never surfaced, drowning all sixty-three crew members.

			————

			A unique documentary film premiered in New York, then was shown at the San Francisco Golden Gate International Exposition and the New York World’s Fair. Land of Liberty was an inspiring piece of patriotic filmmaking if not always an accurate portrayal of history. The Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America produced the documentary and Jesse L. Lasky Jr. and Jeanie Macpherson wrote the narration, which looked at America from the Colonial days to the present. All the scenes in Land of Liberty were taken from previous Hollywood movies, going back to D. W. Griffith’s America (1924) and as recent as Union Pacific (1939). Clips from over a hundred different movie features and shorts were used, so the finished product was also a revealing documentary on the history of Hollywood. Cecil B. DeMille chose the clips and edited them into an original piece of moviemaking that still intrigues. Land of Liberty was later used in classrooms up into the 1950s with extra footage added to bring it up to date.

			The British spy movie Q Planes made its U.S. debut under the new title Clouds over Europe. Such an ominous title certainly was accurate for the current situation overseas, but Q Planes was a light-footed thriller and escapist entertainment. As different countries test their new planes out at sea, some are not returning, and it seems like more than a coincidence. Secret Service agent Major Hammond (Ralph Richardson), a quirky fellow who is actually very bright, investigates the crashes with the help of test pilot Tony McVane (Laurence Olivier) and Hammond’s sister Kay (Valerie Hobson). The culprit is the Baron (Gordon McLeod), who is shooting down the experimental aircraft from a German destroyer. When Tony is shot down by the Baron and imprisoned with the other flyers, he leads them in revolt and takes over the ship. Well written and superbly acted (especially by Richardson), Clouds over Europe plays like an early version of a James Bond movie.

			Another outstanding film from Europe, the French comedy classic Fric-Frac opened in Paris. The mousey clerk Marcel (Fernandel) works in a jewelry shop where the spoiled René (Helene Robert), the daughter of the owner, is always trying to seduce him. When he meets the enticing Loulou (Arletty), Marcel is mesmerized and wishes to enter her life. But she is a prostitute and a crook, so Marcel is soon involved with Loulou and her cohort Jo (Michel Simon), the laziest criminal in town. Against his will, Marcel finds himself robbing his own jewelry store even as he tries to reform Loulou and Jo. The droll acting, clever writing, and offbeat direction (by Maurice Lehmann) make Fric-Frac a timeless delight. The movie did not play in the States until 1948.

			Columbia’s B western was Western Caravans featuring cowboy actor Charles Starrett with the Sons of the Pioneers singing five songs. Just when it looks like Sheriff Jim Carson (Starrett) has brought some peace between the ranchers and the new settlers, Mort Kohler (Dick Curtis) stirs up trouble by setting up Joel Winters (Hal Taliaferro) as a cattle rustler and shooting Winter’s son Matt (Sammy McKim). So it is up to Carson to stop a range war, which he does.

			Friday, June 16

			The African American bandleader and musician Chick Webb died in Baltimore, the city of his birth. One of the finest drummers in jazz and early swing, Webb discovered teenage singer Ella Fitzgerald and featured her as vocalist with his band. He died of spinal tuberculosis at the age of thirty-four, although his birth date has been disputed.           
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					JUNE 16—TARZAN BECOMES A FATHER. The character of Tarzan first appeared on the screen in 1918, and Johnny Weissmuller first played him in 1932 with Maureen O’Sullivan as Jane. With Tarzan Finds a Son!, the character of Boy (Johnny Sheffield) was added to the mix and new dramatic possibilities arose. The film was one of the most popular in the series. MGM / Photofest © MGM

				

			

			————

			Johnny Weissmuller made his fourth appearance as the fabled Ape Man in MGM’s Tarzan Finds a Son! A plane carrying a British couple and their young son crashes in the jungle killing the parents. Tarzan and Jane (Maureen O’Sullivan) rescue the child, Tarzan names him Boy, and they raise Boy themselves. Five years later, relatives of Boy (John Sheffield) arrive looking for him because he has inherited a British title and a large estate. Tarzan wants Boy to stay in the jungle but Jane thinks he might be better off in England. The disagreement threatens to destroy Tarzan and Jane’s idyllic life in the wild, as does the scheming by Boy’s relatives. MGM wanted to add a child to the Tarzan series but the censors said Jane could not give birth because technically she and Tarzan were not married. So they took the original story of how Tarzan came to be in the jungle and adapted it for Boy. Tarzan Finds a Son! is one of the better movies in the series, with plenty of action as well as drama. Sheffield would go on to play Boy in seven more Tarzan films before outgrowing the role.

			RKO’s romantic South-of-the-Border melodrama The Girl and the Gambler was based on a 1925 play that was already showing its age. Dolores Romero (Steffi Duna) is billed as “The Dove” as she dances at the Purple Pigeon Cafe. She falls in love with the cafe’s dice dealer Johnny Powell (Tim Holt) but the Robin Hood–like bandit El Rayo (Leo Carrillo) also has his eye on Dolores and bets one of his comrades that he can win her without revealing his true identity. When Johnny accidentally kills a man, El Rayo tells Dolores his men will break Johnny out of jail if she will spend a night with him. Luckily Johnny escapes, El Rayo has a change of heart, and Dolores’s virtue is saved.

			Metropolitan Pictures gave the nonsensical title of The Law of the Wolf to its cliché-ridden crime drama, which starred the dog Rinty but had no wolf in the movie. As the son of Rin Tin Tin, the dog jumped in and out of the plot and came across as more believable than the human characters. Unjustly convicted and sentenced for killing his brother, Carl Pearson (Dennis Moore) escapes from prison and seeks the real murderer while the police seek him.

			Saturday, June 17

			The last public execution by guillotine in France was held in Versailles. Eugen Weidman, convicted of six murders, was guillotined before an unruly crowd, and it was difficult for the police to maintain order. This prompted the French government to outlaw public executions, although the use of the guillotine away from public view continued until 1977.

			Addressing a crowd in the Free City of Danzig in present-day Poland, Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels said that any nation will be mistaken if it “bases its calculations on the assumption that Germany is weak. It is strong, and unlike some other states whose destinies are in the hands of weak men, this new Germany is led by Adolf Hitler.”

			————

			Bonita Granville was again featured as the teenage detective in Warner Brothers’ Nancy Drew . . . Trouble Shooter. Nancy’s Uncle Matt (Aldrich Bowker) is accused of a local murder but she knows he is innocent. With boyfriend Ted Nickerson (Frankie Thomas), she finds evidence that her father, lawyer Carson Drew (John Litel), can use to free Uncle Matt. The movie’s most memorable scene is when Nancy and Ted fly in a small plane and the pilot parachutes out leaving the two teens to try to land the aircraft themselves.

			A British film about boxing titled There Ain’t No Justice premiered in London. It is a rather routine affair with young, naive prizefighter Tommy Mutch (Jimmy Hanley) getting mixed up with corrupt fight managers and boxing promoters. Yet the Ealing Studio movie is mildly interesting to those who want to see how the boxing business is different in Great Britain.

			Sunday, June 18

			On Father’s Day, a new radio program premiered. The Adventures of Ellery Queen was CBS-Radio’s anthology series based on the detective character Queen created by mystery writer Frederic Dannay. The show was an immediate hit and remained on the air for ten years, followed by several television versions a few decades later.

			Monday, June 19

			The Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, today diagnosed that baseballer Lou Gehrig was suffering from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a disease that affects the nerves and muscles. Today it is better known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

			Grace Abbott, an American social worker who initiated programs for immigrant children and fought against child labor, died in Chicago at the age of sixty.

			On Broadway, the star of the musical revue Streets of Paris was comic Bobby Clark, but the show is most remembered for bringing attention to the comedy team of Bud Abbott and Lou Costello and introducing the Brazilian singer Carmen Miranda. She sang the Jimmy McHugh-Al Dubin song “South American Way,” and it went over so well, a talent scout for 20th Century-Fox got her a movie contract. Miranda was also filmed in a New York studio singing “South American Way” and “Mamae eu quero” and the footage was inserted into the Betty Grable musical Down Argentine Way (1940).

			————

			A Roy Rogers vehicle with an unimaginative plot but pleasant songs, Republic’s In Old Caliente had Rogers and Gabby (George “Gabby” Hayes) pursuing the bandit Sujarno (Jack La Rue). He commits a robbery and murder then makes it look like Rogers did it. In good time, and after three songs, justice prevailed.

			Tuesday, June 20

			The Free City of Danzig established the SS Heimwehr Danzig (Danzig Home Defense), a military unit created to fight with the German army against Poland should war break out. Later, during the war, the Heimwehr would massacre hundreds of Polish citizens.

			Film giant Charles Chaplin celebrated his fiftieth birthday in Paris, where he was honored with a dinner at the Sorbonne sponsored by the National Cinema Archives and  Cinémathèque Française.

			————

			Joan Blondell had to carry the screwball comedy Good Girls Go to Paris but the Columbia film was so feeble she came across as more confusing than amusing. College cafeteria waitress Jenny Swanson (Blondell) desperately wants to go to Paris and plots how she can fleece some monied fellows into paying for it. She befriends the professor Ronald Brook (Melvin Douglas) from England who is engaged to marry into the wealthy Brand family. Jenny uses this opportunity to try to hook the son, Tom Brand (Alan Curtis), into a marriage proposal, then blackmail the parents into giving her the money for a Paris vacation. But her plan fails because she gets pangs of conscience and comes clean. A superior cast was wasted on an unfunny comedy misfire.

			Wednesday, June 21

			Japan put its Swatow Operation into effect. The plan was to form a blockade along the entire coast of China in order to stop the flow of arms and other crucial materials. The operation was named after the key island of Swatow.

			The management of the New York Yankees announced that star player Lou Gehrig would be quitting baseball due to ill health.

			Thursday, June 22

			The National Information Standards Organization (NISO) was founded in the United States. The nonprofit organization, housed in Baltimore, develops and controls standards for publishing and libraries.

			————

			The first of ten MGM Maisie films featuring Ann Sothern as the spunky heroine is a charming comedy-drama about a street-smart show girl stranded in a small Wyoming town and how the city girl deals with the rural residents. She gets a job as a maid at the ranch of Clifford Ames (Ian Hunter), has a romance with foreman Charles “Slim” Martin (Robert Young), and gets entangled in the infidelities of her employers. There are strong performances by Young, Hunter, Ruth Hussey, Cliff Edwards, George Tobias, and others, but the movie is held together by the sassy, sharp-tongued Sothern. The low-budget MGM B movie did so well the studio immediately started planning the next Maisie film.

			Friday, June 23

			At the Yale–Harvard Regatta, an annual boat race held at New London, Connecticut, the rowing team from Harvard won the day. In Houston, the National Wrestling Association World Heavyweight Championship was held. The footballer-turned-wrestler Bronko Nagurski defeated Lou Thesz.

			The U.S. Congress established the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve as a volunteer unit to support the Coast Guard in patrolling American waters.

			————

			A taut adventure-thriller from RKO, Five Came Back was an early version of a disaster film where selected characters are trapped in a life-and-death situation. In this case, twelve passengers aboard a flight to South America are blown off course by a storm and crash-land in a jungle filled with unfriendly natives. All twelve help clear a runway while the pilots Bill (Chester Morris) and Joe (Kent Taylor) repair the plane. It is then revealed that the damaged plane can fly with no more than five people inside, so there is an anguished debate over who is saved and who is left to the headhunters. There was no Hollywood ending to Five Came Back, with the abandoned ones hoping to fight off the natives with only one gun with a few bullets remaining. John Carradine, Lucille Ball, C. Aubrey Smith, Allen Jenkins, Wendy Barrie, and Patric Knowles were among the passengers and there was a story behind each character. RKO didn’t spend much on the film, but it was a box office surprise hit.

			Not one of the most known Shirley Temple vehicles, Susannah of the Mounties is nevertheless a very competent movie. As Temple got older, 20th Century-Fox gave her less singing and dancing to do and built more dramatic films around her. She again plays an orphan, Susannah Sheldon, the only survivor of a tribal attack in the wilds of Canada. Susannah is taken in by Mountie Angus Montague (Randolph Scott) and his sweetheart Vicky Standing (Margaret Lockwood), but the three of them still have to contend with repeated attacks by local tribes. Resourceful Susannah finds a way to charm Chief Big Eagle (Maurice Moscovitch) and bring peace to the territory.

			A Warner Brothers musical that capitalized on the latest passion for swing music, Naughty But Nice had a weak score, an efficient plot, and some engaging performances. Music professor Donald Hardwick (Dick Powell) is a serious composer and abhors all the swing music that his students love. He goes to New York to find a publisher for his rhapsody and gets enmeshed in the music business, his composition becoming a hit when given a swing treatment. Ronald Reagan and Gale Page played the music professionals, Ann Sheridan was the singer, and also on hand were Helen Broderick, Allen Jenkins, Zasu Pitts, and Jerry Colonna.

			An uneven mystery-comedy titled Grand Jury Secrets was released by Paramount, but there were few takers. John Keefe (John Howard) and Bright Eyes (William Frawley) are investigative reporters who figure out how to find out what is going on behind-closed-doors Grand Jury sessions by hiding a radio transmitter in a briefcase. The two discover a lot of things that they’re not supposed to know, which gets them in trouble with both the law and the underworld.

			Paramount’s other release was the B western Heritage of the Desert, loosely based on a Zane Grey novel. The bankrupt John Abbott (Donald Woods) heads West to claim a parcel of desert land he has inherited and is wounded by the crazed gunman Chick Chance (Paul Fix). Rancher Andrew Naab (Robert Barrat) and his daughter Miriam (Evelyn Venables) nurse him back to health, Abbott and she falling in love. But she is engaged to Snap Thornton (Paul Guilfoyle) and on her wedding day she runs off only to be kidnapped by the outlaw Henry Holerness (C. Henry Gordon). The big rescue is perhaps a genre cliché but much of the rest of the western is logical and solid.

			Saturday, June 24

			Pan American’s Yankee Clipper made the first U.S.-to-Great Britain mail service flight over the North Atlantic. The aircraft, with twelve crew members and 112,574 pieces of mail aboard, made fueling stops in New Brunswick and Ireland before landing in England.

			The government of Siam officially changed the name of the country to Thailand, which means “Free Land” in Siamese.

			Four bombs exploded in London’s theatre district, causing several injuries and creating panic among theatre and movie patrons. The explosives used were similar to those employed by the Irish Republican Army in other recent bombings throughout Britain.

			Sunday, June 25

			In European sports, the 1939 Belgian Grand Prix in Spa-Francorchamps was won by German race car driver Hermann Lang. During the race, British driver Richard Seaman crashed into a tree causing the fuel line to catch fire. Seaman died of multiple burns later in the day. In Barcelona, Spain, the 1939 race Copa del Generalísimo Final, also known as the King’s Cup, was won by the team Sevilla FC over the Racing Club de Ferrol 6–2.

			Monday, June 26

			The acclaimed British author, critic, poet, and publisher Ford Madox Ford died in Deauville, France. In addition to such World War I novels as The Good Soldier (1915) and Parade’s End (1928), Ford created the influential journals The English Review and The Transatlantic Review.

			————

			United Artists came up with a rousing, fast-paced adventure with its screen adaptation of Alexandre Dumas’s novel The Man in the Iron Mask. Louis Hayward played the twins separated at birth, one growing up to be King Louis XIV and the other becoming the imprisoned Philippe of Gascony. William Warren was D’Artagnan who, with the three musketeers (Alan Hale, Miles Mander, and Bert Roach), rescue Philippe from prison and from the iron mask the king had ordered to keep his brother’s identity a secret. Also in the cast were Joan Bennett, Joseph Schildkraut, Walter Kingsford, and Albert Dekker, all under the capable direction of James Whale. The movie may have taken liberties with the French novel but it was skillful storytelling all the same.

			Tuesday, June 27

			A night-time baseball game was played for the first time at Cleveland Stadium. The Indians defeated the Detroit Tigers 5–0 on a one-hitter by Bob Feller.

			————

			John Wayne played cowboy Stony Brooke, one of the Three Mesquiteers, for the seventh time in Republic’s western Wyoming Outlaw. The corrupt politician Joe Balsinger (LeRoy Mason) has bankrupted Luke Parker (Charles Middleton), so his son Will (Don “Red” Barry) has turned to cattle rustling to save the family. The Three Mesquiteers (Wayne, Ray Corrigan, and Raymond Hatton) go after Balsinger and Brooke goes after Luke’s pretty daughter Irene (Pamela Blake). Although many of the Old West clichés are in place, Wyoming Outlaw is set in contemporary times with Balsinger using the New Deal programs to cheat honest men.

			Wednesday, June 28

			The American author Harry Leon Wilson died in Carmel, California. In addition to his stories and novels being turned into twenty movies, he popularized the term “flapper.”

			It was a notable day for sports in New York City. Prizefighter Joe Louis retained the world heavyweight boxing title by knocking out Tony Galento in the fourth round at Yankee Stadium. The New York Yankees set a new major league record for home runs by one team in a single baseball game when they hit eight against the Philadelphia Athletics during a 23–2 victory in the first game of a doubleheader. Another record was set by the Yankees that day: most home runs in a doubleheader. They hit five more in the second game during a 10–0 victory for a total of thirteen in one day.

			Thursday, June 29

			Anti-Semitism was on the rise in Italy. The Fascist Grand Council approved additional Italian Racial Laws, prohibiting Jews from owning radios, vacationing at popular resorts, practicing their professions among Christians, or placing notices in newspapers.

			The Irish agrarian political party Clann na Talmhan (“children of the land”) was founded. Familiarly known as the National Agricultural Party, it remained active until 1965.

			————

			The sole premiere was Paramount’s musical comedy Man about Town starring Jack Benny and Dorothy Lamour. Benny played Broadway producer Bob Temple, and Lamour was his singing star Diana Wilson and the object of his unreturned affection. When Bob brings the show to London, he latches onto Lady Arlington (Binnie Barnes) in order to make Diana jealous. Instead he makes Lord Arlington (Edward Arnold) angry and Bob has his hands full until the happy ending. Considering the talent involved—director Mark Sandrich, screenwriter Morrie Ryskind, songwriters Frank Loesser, Friedrich Hollaender, Matty Malneck, and players Eddie “Rochester” Anderson, Betty Grable, Monty Woolley, and Phil Harris—the movie should have been much better than it ended up.

			Friday, June 30

			The Federal Theatre Project, a New Deal program that had brought free or low-cost live theatre to hundreds of thousands of Americans since its founding in 1935, ended abruptly when Congress voted to cancel funding for the program. Some Federal Theatre plays had caused controversy because of their left-wing philosophy, so the only federally assisted theatre program in the nation’s history came to an end.

			The radio anthology series Philip Morris Playhouse premiered on CBS. Dramatizations of literary works and new and established plays were presented weekly until 1949.

			Bandleader Harry James had heard Frank Sinatra sing in a roadhouse and signed him as vocalist for his band. At the Paramount Theatre in New York City, Sinatra sang with James’s band for the first time.

			————

			In one of her earliest nonmusical vehicles, Ginger Rogers starred in the RKO comedy Bachelor Mother, which was much more wholesome than the title suggested. When department store clerk Polly Parrish (Rogers) finds a baby left on the steps of a social services office, she brings the child inside and everyone assumes she is the unmarried mother, including her boss David Merlin (David Niven). When David decides to help the unwed mother and child, his father J. B. Merlin (Charles Coburn) thinks David is the father and is overjoyed because he desperately wants a grandson. The misunderstandings continued until the happy ending for all. Rogers and the skillful cast make the contrived plot work. The story was retold in the film Bundle of Joy (1956) with Debbie Reynolds as the bachelorette.

			Even with a score by Irving Berlin, the 20th Century-Fox musical Second Fiddle ended up being just a routine vehicle for ice skating star Sonja Henie. She played Minnesota school teacher Trudi Hovland, who is brought to Hollywood by studio publicist Jimmy Sutton (Tyrone Power). Trudi is featured in a movie and Jimmy creates an off-screen romance between Trudi and her leading man Roger Maxwell (Rudy Vallee) to arouse public interest in the new star. But Trudi loves Jimmy and is heartbroken so she returns to Minnesota. Jimmy finally realizes he loves her and heads north. This tired tale was enlivened by Henie’s skating and by Edna May Oliver, who played Trudi’s Aunt Phoebe. No Berlin classics came from the musical but “Back to Back” and “I Poured Myself into a Song” found some popularity.

			George Sanders was in top form in his third outing as the British sleuth Simon Templar in RKO’s The Saint in London. The Saint discovers a gang who try to pass great amounts of counterfeit pound notes. When he gets close to exposing them, the gang kidnaps his admiring assistant Penny Parker (Sally Gray). The plot was a bit obvious, but Sanders and his on-screen rapport with Gray made The Saint in London highly enjoyable.

			MGM’s Stronger Than Desire had some A-class stars in a B melodrama. The flirtatious Elizabeth Flagg (Virginia Bruce) tries to seduce Michael McLain (Lee Bowman) even though they both are married to someone else. In an argument, Elizabeth shoots and kills Michael, but it is his wife, Eva (Ann Dvorak), who is arrested for the crime. Elizabeth talks her lawyer husband Tyler (Walter Pidgeon) into defending Eva without telling him about her connection to the dead man. Part courtroom drama, part women’s picture, Stronger Than Desire has much to offer thanks to the fine players.

			A thriller with a theatre setting, The House of Fear is a Universal B movie that is a remake of the studio’s earlier The Last Warning (1929). The actor John Woodford (Donald Douglas) died on stage while performing in a play and soon after the body disappears. The theatre is closed for a while and it is believed the ghost of Woodford haunts the place. Police detective Arthur McHugh (William Gargan) disguises himself as a theatrical producer in order to be on hand while the actors rehearse and to find the murderer and perhaps the ghost. A bit stagy and dated at times, the film still holds a lot of twists and thrills.

			The day’s sixth feature was the RKO western Timber Stampede, about the friction between cattlemen and the railroad. The villains are the railroad barons Dunlap (Morgan Wallace) and Jay Jones (Guy Usher), who want to clear away the pine forests. Cowman Scott Baylor (George O’Brien) and his sidekick, Whooper Hatch (Chill Wills), are out to stop them. With its ecological tone, Timber Stampede was ahead of its time.

			One of the better Disney cartoons, Sea Scouts is filled with comic bits and doesn’t run out of steam. Donald Duck and his three nephews go out to sea on a sailboat and endure many mishaps, including an encounter with a shark.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Stunt Pilot

					1	Death Goes North

					3	Hell’s Kitchen (NYC)

					3	Mickey the Kid

					4	The Oregon Trail

					6	On Borrowed Time (NYC)

					7	Mr. Moto Takes a Vacation

					7	Career

					7	The Forgotten Woman

					10	Bad Boy

					12	She Married a Cop

					12	Bulldog Drummond’s Bride (NYC)

					12	News Is Made at Night (NYC)

					14	Million Dollar Legs

					14	Indianapolis Speedway (NYC)

					14	They All Come Out

					15	Waterfront

					15	The Man from Sundown 

					18	Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever (NYC)

					19	The Magnificent Fraud (NYC)

					20	Blondie Takes a Vacation

					21	Way Down South

					21	Overland with Kit Carson

					22	Each Dawn I Die (NYC)

					24	Beau Geste

					25	Renegade Trail

					26	They Shall Have Music (NYC)

					26	Should Husbands Work?

					28	Winter Carnival

					28	The Spellbinder

					28	Behind Prison Gates

					28	Frontier Marshal

					29	The Cowboy Quarterback

					31	Colorado Sunset

				

			

		

		
			Saturday, July 1

			The Irish Red Cross was founded by Nurse Elizabeth O’Herrin of Dublin City Hospital.

			The filming of Gone with the Wind was completed. The movie’s estimated cost was $3.85 million; in the history of Hollywood films, only Ben-Hur (1925) was more expensive.

			————

			Monogram’s popular series featuring comic strip hero Tailspin Tommy Tompkins (John Trent) continued with Stunt Pilot. While a movie company is filming a war picture on location, Tommy and other stunt pilots working on the film are treated cruelly by the director Sheehan (Pat O’Malley) who demands dangerous stunts in substandard aircraft. During one shoot, Tommy fires his machine gun and there are real bullets in the gun, causing a plane to crash and the pilot to die. The police charge Tommy with murder, but his mechanic, Skeeter Milligan (Milburn Stone), and the pretty Betty Lou Barnes (Marjorie Reynolds) discover that it was Sheehan who exchanged the bullets. Although Stunt Pilot is a low-budget action movie, the aerial stunts and the filming of them are impressive.

			A Canadian film released in the States by Columbia, Death Goes North is a murder mystery featuring Sergeant Ken Strange (Edgar Edwards) of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. The lumber mill owned by Herbert Barlow (Jameson Thomas) gets a new manager, Barlow’s niece Elsie (Sheila Bromley), who is recently returned from England. When the company’s male secretary is murdered, Sergeant Strange and his dog King (Rin Tin Tin Jr.) are on the case. A few unexpected plot twists make the film better than average.

			Sunday, July 2

			There was a new offensive in the Second Sino-Japanese War when thirty-eight thousand Japanese soldiers invaded Mongolia.

			The last of the four presidents carved into Mount Rushmore, South Dakota, was completed when the face of Theodore Roosevelt was unveiled. Construction on the monument began in 1927.

			The first World Science Fiction Convention opened in New York City as a tie-in with the World’s Fair.

			The radio program The Aldrich Family premiered on NBC. The domestic comedy series, based on a Broadway play, quickly caught on and ran until 1953. The show had one of the most famous openings with the mother yelling “Hen-reeeeeeeeeeeee! Hen-ree Al-drich!” and he answered with, “Com-ing, Mother!” A film version, titled What a Life, was released in October.

			Monday, July 3

			German aviation pioneer Ernst Heinkel demonstrated his rocket plane to Hitler. The Heinkel He 176 was the first aircraft to feature turbojet power that ran on liquid fuel. The rocket reached the speed of 800 kph (500 mph).

			————

			The Dead End Kids outshone the billed stars in Warner Brothers’ Hell’s Kitchen. The Hudson Boys Shelter in Manhattan’s Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood is run by the cruel Krispan (Grant Mitchell), who is embezzling money from the reformatory. When the lawyer Jim (Ronald Reagan) is assigned to audit the shelter’s books, Krispan gets nervous and puts more pressure on the boys, one of them dying when kept in a meat locker too long. The boys revolt and put Krispan in the hot seat with a mock trial. The adults are poorly written and weakly played but the Dead End Kids (Billy Halop, Stanley Fields, Leo Gorcey, Huntz Hall, Bobby Jordan, and Gabriel Dell) are lively, funny, and sometimes very touching.

			Republic’s Mickey the Kid was another juvenile-themed melodrama. Small-time crook Jim Adams (Bruce Cabot) wants his son Mickey (Tommy Ryan) to grow up in a small town rather than the big city. After Jim shoots and kills a bank teller during a robbery, he drops Mickey off with the elderly Veronica Hudson (Jessie Ralph) then goes on the lam. After some difficult adjustments, Mickey starts to make friends at school but Jim returns and Mickey is soon deep in criminal activities. After some harrowing adventures, including a group of kids trapped in a bus and nearly freezing to death, Jim dies and Mickey has a new home with Mrs. Hudson.

			Tuesday, July 4

			Some 61,000 baseball fans celebrated Independence Day by gathering for “Lou Gehrig Day” in Yankee Stadium, where favorite player Gehrig bid farewell to the crowd. The thirty-six-year-old first baseman had been forced to quit playing the previous month because he was suffering from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, which attacks the nervous system. Gehrig died from the condition in 1941. The disease came to be known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

			There was pressure from the Daily Telegraph and other British newspapers today to promote the popular politico Winston Churchill to the British Cabinet. By 1940, Churchill would be prime minister.          
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					JULY 4—LOU GEHRIG BIDS FANS FAREWELL. Lou Gehrig’s speech to fans at Yankee Stadium on Independence Day has been called baseball’s Gettysburg Address. Although he was suffering from a rare disease that forced him to quit playing ball, Gehrig (pictured center) told the crowd “Today I consider myself the luckiest man on the face of the earth.” Photofest

				

			

			After fame in the comic strips and the movies, Blondie became a radio show star on a new CBS program. The radio program favorite continued until 1950.

			————

			In Great Britain, where they were not celebrating Independence Day or baseball, a British B movie titled Poison Pen opened to appreciative notices. A quiet English village is thrown into a panic when a series of anonymous letters start showing up in the mail accusing individuals of illegal or sexually immoral behavior. Since the letters have a local postmark, everyone in the village starts to suspect everyone else. Connie (Catherine Lacey), a newcomer to the town from Wales, is particularly targeted and the strain leads her to commit suicide. The local Reverend Rider (Reginald Tate) and his sister (Flora Robson) use the shock of the girl’s death to bring some kind of sanity to the town. Well written and directed, Poison Pen boasted an expert cast that also included Robert Newton, Ann Todd, Geoffrey Toone, and Edward Chapman.

			More in the American holiday spirit was Universal’s fifteen-episode adventure serial The Oregon Trail. Wagon trains heading to Oregon are being attacked by thugs on horseback, so lawman Jeff Scott (Johnny Mack Brown) is sent to investigate. He discovers that fur trade moguls don’t want the Oregon Territory settled and have hired marauders to stir up the local natives to join in the attacks. In true Hollywood fashion, the cavalry, led by Col. Custer (Roy Barcroft), arrives in time and the villains who are behind the attacks are caught. This was the fourth Universal series featuring Brown as various Wild West heroes. His sidekick this time was played by Fuzzy Knight and also cast were Jack C. Smith, Louise Stanley, and Bill Cody Jr. Such serials were the bread and butter for the studios. They were low-budget favorites that brought moviegoers back into the theatre weekly to see the next episode.

			Wednesday, July 5

			Three months after flash flooding killed seventy-five people in northern Kentucky, waters quickly rose in eastern Kentucky, killing fifty-five people.

			When their working hours were extended without extra pay, thousands of Works Progress Administration (WPA) workers went on strike.

			Thursday, July 6

			The last Jewish enterprises in Germany were closed by the Nazis.

			Two important manufacturing companies began production. James Smith McDonnell founded McDonnell Aircraft in St. Louis. The company would make many military aircraft during the war and space capsules in the 1960s. The company merged with Douglas Aircraft in 1967. In the Soviet Union, the SeAZ automobile plant was founded in Moscow. Also known as the Serpukhov or SMZ, the company began by producing motorcycles; in the 1980s it started making cars as well. SeAZ is still in operation today.

			On Broadway, the musical Yokel Boy had a tired plot and no hit songs but did boast a splendid cast of new and up-and-coming faces: Buddy Ebsen, Phil Silvers, Dixie Dunbar, and Judy Canova. After the show had been running a month, the producers wisely interpolated the song “Beer Barrel Polka” to the score, giving the musical a lift and helping it run twenty-six weeks. The 1942 screen version of Yokel Boy changed the plot and cut all the songs.

			————

			MGM’s tear-jerking fantasy On Borrowed Time was based on the 1938 Broadway success by Paul Osborn, and the tale transferred to the screen beautifully. The orphan boy Pud (Bobs Watson) lives with his grandparents (Lionel Barrymore and Beulah Bondi), who have to fight off the greedy relative Demetria Riffle (Eily Malyon), who wants to get ahold of Pud’s inheritance money. Gramps has a magical apple tree in his backyard; anyone who climbs it is stuck there until Gramps breaks the spell. When Death, in the form of Mr. Brink (Cedric Hardwicke), comes to take Gramps, the old man tricks Mr. Brink into the apple tree. Soon, no person or animal can die while Death is stuck in the tree, causing problems with the balance of life and death. As soon as Gramps releases Mr. Brink, Pud falls from a fence and dies. In the final scene, Pud, Gramps, and Mr. Brink walk off together into the unknown. The movie is expertly acted by the principals as well as by Una Merkel, Henry Travers, Nat Pendleton, and Grant Mitchell.

			Friday July 7

			English pro golfer Dick Burton won the Open Championship (also called the British Open) at the St. Andrews Links in Scotland.

			————

			La regle du jeu (Rules of the Game) opened in Paris and received a cool reception, some audience members booing the French dark comedy. In October of 1939, the movie was banned in France for being “depressing, morbid, immoral [and] having an undesirable influence over the young.” Rules of the Game was the most expensive French film yet made and the noisy publicity campaign that preceded it all helped to lead to disappointment on the part of the critics and the public. Not until it was rereleased in 1946 was Rules of the Game appreciated. It opened in New York in 1950 and was soon proclaimed worldwide as one of the greatest of all films. Jean Renoir directed, cowrote, and played a supporting role in the tale of rich and famous people who are cynical about love and life and yet are ready to die for their passions for both. The characters in Rules of the Game paralleled the upper class in Europe at the time, a class that would be either changed or eliminated once war came. The superficial “game” the aristocrats play is both sarcastic and heartfelt, then ends in tragedy. Rules of the Game remains a one-of-a-kind cinema masterwork.

			Mr. Moto Takes a Vacation, from 20th Century-Fox, was one of the best in the series starring Peter Lorre as the Japanese sleuth. Yet the film was made in 1938 and not released right away because advance audiences did not like it. Despite the title, Mr. Moto does not get to go on vacation because he is needed in San Francisco. The crown of the Queen of Sheba is on display at a museum and news of a planned theft is picked up from the underworld. It seems everyone has plans to steal the priceless crown, from the mob to international agents to the criminal mastermind known as Metaxa. It is up to Mr. Moto to outwit them all. This was the last appearance of Lorre as Mr. Moto. It was also the last in the Fox series; the detective would not return to the screen until 1965.

			Set in rural Iowa in 1931, RKO’s drama Career was about the small-town rivalries, romance, and career choices in the little town of Pittsville. An unusual feature of the movie is the way it is divided into three parts, each section taking place on a holiday: the Fourth of July, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Eve. The talented cast included Anne Shirley, Edward Ellis, Samuel S. Hinds, John Archer, Maurice Murphy, Janet Beecher, Leon Errol, and Rowena Cook.

			The Forgotten Woman was a B melodrama from Universal filled with heartbreak and tears but with a happy ending. Two gangsters steal a car with Anne (Sigrid Gurie) and Terrence Kennedy (William Lundigan) in it and use it for a holdup. There is a car chase in which Terrence is killed, the crooks get away, and Anne is arrested for the crime. Sent to jail, Anne gives birth to a boy she names Terry, who is taken from her and put in an orphanage. Once Anne is paroled, she is refused custody of the child unless she can find a job and provide a home. Other misfortunes pile up, including a car accident in which young Terry (Donnie Dunagan) is injured, before justice and happiness prevail.

			Betty Boop made her swan song in the cartoon short Rhythm on the Reservation made by the Fleischer Studio and distributed by Paramount. It was not a glorious exit. Betty (voiced by Margie Hines) stops by an Indian reservation to buy a tom-tom drum and the natives steal her other musical instruments and use them for cooking, fishing, and building. Once Betty shows them how the instruments should be used, all join in singing and playing a swing number. Far from funny and more than a little offensive, Rhythm on the Reservation was the last Betty Boop short for forty years.

			Saturday, July 8

			In South Africa, 6,000 black citizens gathered in a Johannesburg stadium to launch the Passive Resistance Campaign against the racial policy of the nation.

			The first passenger air service from the United States to Great Britain began with Pan American Airways’ Boeing 314, known as the flying boat Yankee Clipper.

			That night, several counties in the southern part of England had practice blackouts and air raid tests.

			Sunday, July 9

			In the final day of the Wimbledon tennis tournament, the Gentlemen’s singles was won by Bobby Riggs and the Ladies’ singles by Alice Marble. Riggs and Elwood Cooke won the Gentlemen’s Doubles, while the Ladies Doubles was won by Marble and Sarah Fabyan. Marble and Riggs also won the Mixed Doubles tournament. It was the fifty-ninth Wimbledon Championship and, because of the war, the last until 1946.

			Monday, July 10

			The Spanish politician and University of Madrid professor Julián Besteiro was sentenced by Franco’s government to thirty years imprisonment for aiding the Republicans during the Civil War. He died in prison in 1940.

			Prizefighter Len Harvey defeated Jock McAvoy at White City Stadium in London to win the British light heavyweight boxing title.

			Lux Radio Theatre concluded its fifth season on CBS with Charles Laughton re-creating his film performance as the British valet out West in Ruggles of Red Gap (1935).

			————

			Monogram’s B crime drama Bad Boy was the only opening. It was a highly moralistic tale about the evils of the modern world. Johnny Fraser (Johnny Downs) leaves his small-town home and goes to the big city where he gets seduced by horserace gambling, which leads to embezzling money, which leads to jail. Things do not improve when Johnny is paroled. He marries Madelon Kirby (Rosalind Keith), who is also sleeping with Johnny’s supposed best friend, Steve Carson (Archie Robbins). It seems only Johnny’s mother (Helen MacKellar) has his best interests at heart and sticks with him.

			Tuesday, July 11

			The American League beat the National League 3–1 in the seventh Major League Baseball All-Star Game at Yankee Stadium.

			Wednesday, July 12

			Relations between Italy and Great Britain deteriorated when Mussolini recalled Dino Grandi, Italy’s ambassador to London, without any notification or explanation to the British government.

			————

			A rare comedy from Republic, She Married a Cop is a surprisingly clever movie about Hollywood. Film producer Linda Fay (Jean Parker) presents the Paddy the Pig cartoons for Mammoth Pictures and needs a singer to voice Paddy’s songs. She finds the perfect voice with the Irish cop Jimmy Duffy (Phil Regan) and records the songs without telling Jimmy he is voicing a pig. Linda also falls in love with Jimmy, so she marries him and moves in with his very Irish family. When Jimmy eventually finds out the truth, he is humiliated and both career and marriage are threatened. But Paddy is such a hit on the screen that Jimmy is famous and all is forgiven.

			After countless postponements, Phyllis Clavering (Heather Angel) finally got her fiancé to the altar in Paramount’s Bulldog Drummond’s Bride, but it didn’t happen until the final reel. On the planned wedding day of Phyllis and Captain Hugh “Bulldog” Drummond (John Howard), a London bank is robbed in broad daylight and Drummond is on the case. The crooks put the money inside a radio that happens to be in the apartment where Drummond and Phyllis are to live. Phyllis takes the radio with her to France, and soon everyone is chasing everyone else. More comic than most of the Drummond movies, this one is still charming if not gripping. Bulldog Drummond’s Bride was the last in the Paramount series. When Drummond returned to the screen in 1947 it was at a different studio with a different cast.

			Moviegoers liked their newspaper men and women tough but honest, and they got their wish in 20th Century-Fox’s melodrama News Is Made at Night. Journalist Steve Drum (Preston Foster) may not have the highest scruples when the circulation of his paper is at risk, but he is convinced that the death-row inmate Bat Randall (Paul Guilfoyle) did not kill Tad Beaumont and is determined to prove his innocence. It is against Drum’s policy to hire female reporters but Maxine Thomas (Lynn Bari) is so determined that she gives him no choice. The two investigate the murder, a blackmail scheme is uncovered, and the bodies pile up. By the time Drum and Maxine deliver the real culprit to the police, the two are sharing more than a byline.

			Thursday, July 13

			Although Europe was not officially at war, wartime espionage was already rampant. Two French newspaper executives were charged with espionage and taking money from the German government to publish defeatist propaganda.

			Frank Sinatra went into a recording studio for the first time when he cut his record, “From the Bottom of My Heart,” with Harry James and his Orchestra.

			————

			Great Britain’s popular singer-comedienne Gracie Fields was the star of the British film musical Shipyard Sally, which opened in London. Fields played the title heroine, who used to work in the music halls but retired to work in her father’s pub. Most of their patrons are shipyard workers who are unemployed because the government has closed the yard. Plucky Sally goes to London and campaigns (successfully) to have the yard reopened. The musical introduced the song “Wish Me Luck as You Wave Me Goodbye,” which became a World War II favorite in Britain. Shipyard Sally is a low-budget affair but with Fields’s winning personality it seems like gold.

			Friday, July 14

			Reacting to the WPA strikes, Roosevelt reminded workers that strikes against the U.S. government were not legal. The WPA was a federal program and, therefore, the workers were not allowed to strike.

			On this Bastille Day, the French celebrated the 150th anniversary of the storming of the Bastille prison. For the parade in Paris, hundreds of British troops joined in the celebration, the first British-French demonstration of solidarity since the end of World War I.

			————

			Although it was not until the 1940s that Betty Grable became a pinup favorite, her gams are clearly the attraction in the rather routine college comedy-romance Million Dollar Legs from Paramount, which was very popular. Grable was top billed, but her role is not the focal one, and she neither sings nor dances in the film. All the same, she joined the ranks of the top-grossing box office stars with this nonentity of a movie. At Middleton College, Greg Melton (John Hartley), the son of the Dean (Thurston Hall), wants to get a letter in sports to impress co-ed Susie Quinn (Dorothea Kent), so he starts a rowing team. After many setbacks and mishaps, the rowing team competes with the State University in an unexciting finale. Grable plays Carol Parker, a girlfriend of one of the athletes, and does little but look terrific. Also un-derused in the film are Buster Crabbe, Donald O’Connor, Peter Lind Hayes, and Jackie Coogan.

			Warner Brothers remade its race car movie The Crowd Roars (1932) and called it Indianapolis Speedway. Racing champion Joe Greer (Pat O’Brien) doesn’t want his son Eddie (John Payne) to go into racing, but Eddie does, causing domestic complications as well as career problems. Father and son also disagree about Eddie’s attachment to the sultry Frankie Merrick (Ann Sheridan). In the final race, father and son compete against each other, although it is neither clear nor logical why. Warner Brothers spent very little on the movie, using existing racing footage from The Crowd Roars and other films. Frank McHugh reprised his performance of Spud Connor from the earlier movie so that the studio could use the old footage for his scenes as well.

			The story behind the making of MGM’s crime drama They All Come Out is more interesting than the film itself. Director Jacques Tourneur made a documentary short about the terrible conditions inside American prisons. Louis B. Mayer liked the film and assigned Tourneur and John Higgins to write a story and rework the movie into a fictional short. They did so, and Mayer liked it enough to have it turned into a feature by adding more plot and characters. The result was a cut-and-paste melodrama about the young inmate Joe (Tom Neal), who is released from prison and slips back into a life of crime. The documentary sections of They All Come Out are the most impressive although some of the acting is also strong.

			Saturday, July 15

			American aviatrix Clare Adams became the first woman to fly around the world when she completed her sixteen-day flight.

			The song “Stairway to the Stars,” composed by Glenn Miller and recorded by his orchestra, went to the Number One spot on the American popular music charts.

			————

			The gripping Warner Brothers B melodrama Waterfront was filled with some dramatic clichés, but most of the film was very effective. The hot-tempered union organizer Jim Dolen (Dennis Morgan) on the waterfront is always getting into verbal and physical fights. His girlfriend, Ann Stacey (Gloria Dickson), refuses to marry him unless he changes his ways. Jim tries but when his brother Dan (Arthur Gardner) is killed by Matt Hendler (Ward Bond), Jim is back in the fight. Waterfront was instrumental in bringing twenty-one-year-old actor Morgan wider recognition.

			With five songs sung by the Sons of the Pioneers, Columbia’s B western The Man from Sundown almost seemed like a musical. Charles Starrett was the featured cowboy actor and he played the Texas Ranger Larry Whalen. Tom Kellogg (Richard Fiske) is about to testify about the illegal doings of a gang of outlaws when he is killed by them. Whalen, with the help of Tom’s sister Barbara (Iris Meredith), tracks down the gang’s hideout, then forms a posse to bring them to justice.

			Sunday, July 16

			While most in Great Britain were preparing for war with Germany, the British Fascist leader Sir Oswald Mosley held a pro-German rally in the Earls Court Exhibition Centre that drew over twenty thousand people. Mosley called for a hands-off policy in eastern Europe and the return of all former colonies to Germany. He also preached an isolationist policy for Great Britain. “Why is it a moral duty to go to war if a German kicks a Jew across the Polish frontier?” Mosley asked. “We are going, if the power lies within us . . . to say that our generation and our children shall not die like rats in Polish holes.”

			Monday, July 17

			The twenty-second annual Professional Golfers Association (PGA) Championship concluded at the Pomonok Country Club in Flushing, New York, with Henry Picard as the winner.

			Cab Calloway and his band went into the studio to record the swing number “Jumpin’ Jive,” a song forever after associated with the African American bandleader.

			Tuesday, July 18

			The first FM radio station, WFMN in Alpine, New Jersey, started broadcasting, although engineer Edwin Armstrong had patented the FM system back in 1933.

			————

			In Mickey Rooney’s seventh appearance as Andy Hardy, he got to play more serious scenes even though MGM’s Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever is still lightweight entertainment. The reason for Andy’s spring fever is his infatuation with his dramatics teacher Rose Meredith (Helen Gilbert) as he cools on his usual sweetheart Polly Benedict (Ann Rutherford). Paralleling Andy’s romantic distress is the anxiety his father, Judge Hardy (Lewis Stone), experiences when he finds he has been conned into investing his life savings in a fake aluminum company. Of course both men survive their crises and both are a bit wiser because of it. W. S. Van Dyke directed with a gentle touch and the film ended up being one of the best in the series.

			Wednesday, July 19

			A demonstration of military air power took place in Great Britain. A squadron of Royal Air Force bombers took off from an airstrip outside of London and flew to Marseilles, France. Without landing, they then returned to England. The publicized event made note of the fact that the distance from London to Marseilles was about the same as that from London to Berlin.

			————

			A familiar premise—an important leader impersonated by an actor—was used once again in Paramount’s The Magnificent Fraud, this time set in a fictional South American country that is facing a financial crisis. President Don Miguel Alvarado (Akim Tamiroff) is working on a delicate business negotiation with the United States when he dies at a theatre that is bombed during a performance. The actor Jules LaCroix (also Tamiroff) survives the blast and, because he looks like Alvarado, is passed off as the president by the government officials. There are not many surprises along the way but there is some fine acting from Tamiroff, Mary Boland, Lloyd Nolan, Patricia Morison, Steffi Duna, and others.

			Thursday, July 20

			One of Mussolini’s bold plans for improving the economy of Italy was announced in Rome. The island of Sicily, the poorest and least developed part of the nation, was to be turned into a thriving industrial isle with massive irrigation to create farmland, new villages, large estates, and better roads. Mussolini also boasted that the plan would double Sicily’s population to nine million within a decade. Because of the war, none of the projects was ever started.

			————

			Columbia’s Blondie series continued with Blondie Takes a Vacation, which has plenty of both character and physical humor. Blondie (Penny Singleton); Dagwood (Arthur Lake); Baby Dumpling (Larry Simms); and the family dog, Daisy, head to the mountains for a vacation at a summer resort, but they are turned away by the dog-hating manager Harvey Morton (Donald MacBride). Instead they stay at a dilapidated inn run by the elderly Emily (Elizabeth Dunne) and Matthew Dickerson (Thomas W. Ross), who are being run out of business by Morton. The whole family helps out the Dickersons by working various jobs, leading to plenty of comic mishaps. The comedy has a few tense moments when Baby Dumpling and Daisy are trapped inside a deserted inn that is set on fire by an arsonist but the tone of the movie soon returns to innocent pleasure.

			Friday, July 21

			The Slovak Diet had voted on the new Constitution of Slovakia and it came into effect. The nation, now called the Slovak Republic, was a client state of Nazi Germany and as such was recognized by the Axis nations but not the Allied ones.

			————

			RKO’s new Bobby Breen musical Way Down South placed the boy soprano on a Louisiana plantation in the pre-Civil War days, giving him the opportunity to sing “Negro spirituals” with the Hall Johnson Choir. Timothy Reid (Ralph Morgan) is a benevolent master but when he dies the plantation is left to his young son Tim (Breen) and managed by the cruel executor Martin Dill (Edwin Maxwell) and his mistress, Pauline (Steffi Duna). They plan to sell the slaves and the estate then leave the country with the money. Tim and his devoted house slave Uncle Caton (Clarence Muse) go to New Orleans before Dill can sell Uncle Caton, and they enlist the help of the Creole hotel owner, Jacques Bouton (Alan Mowbray). In addition to some wonderful singing, Way Down South offers a unique glimpse of slavery for a Hollywood movie. That is because the screenplay was written by two African Americans, actor Clarence Muse and poet-playwright Langston Hughes.

			Actor Bill Elliott played a variety of Old West heroes during his prolific screen career. Columbia’s fifteen-episode serial Overland with Kit Carson gave him an opportunity to play the famed “Indian scout” Carson. He is sent by the government to find out who is behind all the tribal attacks on the settlers in the region. Carson and army officer David Brent (Richard Fiske) learn that a gang called the Black Raiders is being run by the mysterious Pegleg, and they are paying the Native Americans to drive the homesteaders out. The serial is perhaps more drawn out than it needs to be but Overland with Kit Carson entertains with some good acting and action scenes.

			A classic Disney cartoon, The Pointer is about Mickey and Pluto going hunting for quail but ending up being chased by a bear. The section when Mickey teaches Pluto how to point and not move even as birds perch on him is justly famous. Top animation and excellent music coordination make The Pointer a Disney favorite.

			Saturday, July 22

			Jane Matilda Bolin was sworn to the bench of the New York City Domestic Relations Court, the first African American woman to be named a judge. Bolin also had the distinction of being the first African American woman to graduate from Yale Law School and the first to be admitted to the New York City Bar Association. She continued to practice law until 1979 and died in 2007 at the age of ninety-eight.

			In one of the largest religious assemblies yet held in the United States, the sixth congress of the Baptist World Alliance opened in an Atlanta baseball field with more than forty thousand delegates in attendance.

			Billie Holiday’s recording of “Strange Fruit” appeared on the music charts for the first time.

			————

			A classic prison drama premiered: Warner Brothers’ Each Dawn I Die, starring James Cagney and George Raft. District Attorney Jesse Hanley (Thurston Hall) is in line for the governorship, so he is not happy when newspaper reporter Frank Ross (Cagney) starts snooping into his corrupt past. Hanley frames Ross on a manslaughter charge and he is sentenced to Rocky Point Prison. While Ross’s newspaper colleagues try to uncover who is behind the frame-up, he befriends the jailed gangster Stacey (Raft), who is sentenced to 199 years. Stacey can use his underworld connections and help exonerate Ross but there is a steep price to pay. William Keighley directed the taut drama, which has so many memorable moments that today they are considered prison movie clichés. Cagney and Raft are in top form, and there are also solid performances by Victor Jory, Jane Bryan, George Bancroft, John Wray, and Maxie Rosenbloom.

			Sunday, July 23

			In India, activist Mahatma Gandhi wrote a letter to Adolf Hitler in which he addressed him as “friend” and asked that he refrain from starting a war “which may reduce humanity to the savage state.” The British government in India intercepted the letter so it never reached Hitler.

			The annual auto race Großer Preis von Deutschland (German Grand Prix), founded in 1926, was held in Nürburgring. The winner was German-born driver Rudolf Caracciola.

			Monday, July 24

			Detailed written plans to sabotage airplane and munitions factories and damage supplies of water and electricity throughout Great Britain had recently been discovered by the police. During the reading of a bill designed to crush IRA activities, Home Secretary Samuel Hoare read from the document, which became known as the S-Plan.

			————

			One of Hollywood’s great adventure films, Paramount’s Beau Geste was not the first (or the last) screen version of Percival Christopher Wren’s novel, but it was the best. Three British brothers—Michael “Beau” (Gary Cooper), John (Ray Milland), and Digby Geste (Robert Preston)—fall under suspicion when the family’s renowned “Blue Water” sapphire is stolen, so they join the French Foreign Legion in the Sahara Desert. There they serve under the sadistic Sergeant Markoff (Brian Donlevy), who is driving the men to mutiny. Under a siege by Arab tribes, the men in the fortress fight to the death, with only one of the brothers living and returning to England. Also in the outstanding cast were Susan Hayward, J. Carrol Naish, Albert Dekker, and Broderick Crawford. William A. Wellman shot the movie on the same sets in the same Arizona location that the 1926 silent version of Beau Geste had been filmed. Superb action sequences were matched by incisive characterizations and vigorous storytelling.

			Tuesday, July 25

			The Tuzigoot Site and the Apache pueblo village in Arizona were made a U.S. National Monument. Tuzigoot is Apache for “crooked water,” referring to the Verde River, which snakes far below the mountainous site.          
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					JULY 24—FOREIGN LEGION ADVENTURE IN BEAU GESTE. American actors Gary Cooper (center), and Robert Preston (right) joined British actor Ray Milland (left) in playing the English Geste brothers in Beau Geste. Although the siblings were said to be adopted, Cooper and Preston were not convincingly English. This didn’t stop the movie from being a rousing action film of the highest order. Paramount Pictures / Photofest © Paramount Pictures

				

			

			————

			Hopalong Cassidy (William Boyd) returned to the screen with Paramount’s Renegade Trail. The movie is noteworthy because it was the last appearance by George “Gabby” Hayes in the series. He played Marshal Windy, who calls on “Hoppy”and his pal Lucky Jenkins (Russell Hayden) when the villain Stiff-Hat Bailey (Roy Barcroft) and his gang start rustling cattle in the region. One of the victims is rancher Mary Joyce (Charlotte Wynters), who catches the eye of “Hoppy.” The romance is complicated by the fact that Mary is married and that her husband, Bob Smoky Joslin (Russell Hopton), is involved with Bailey’s gang. Lacking in action, Renegade Trail has some admirable acting and there are two enjoyable songs sung by the King’s Men.

			Wednesday, July 26

			Relations between Japan and the United States were damaged when the U.S. government gave Japan the required six months’ notice that it was annulling the 1911 Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between the two countries. The reason given was that the old treaty needed to be revised to take in new considerations.

			Two bombs exploded in London and three in Liverpool. Only one person was killed but twenty were injured.

			American artist William Mackay died of a heart attack while riding the subway in New York City. Although his murals in Manhattan’s American Museum of Natural History and Washington’s Library of Congress are greatly admired, it was Mackay’s design for camouflaging war ships during World War I that saved many American lives.

			————

			The violin virtuoso Jascha Heifetz played himself in the Samuel Goldwyn drama They Shall Have Music and came across well, although his performance on the violin outshone his acting. The street-smart kid Frankie (Gene Reynolds) finds a ticket to a concert featuring Heifetz, so he goes and falls in love with the violin. He runs away from his poor home and finds refuge in a music school for children run by Professor Lawson (Walter Brennan). Frankie takes violin lessons and thrives, but the school is in danger of going bankrupt because of the machinations of Mr. Flower (Porter Hall). The professor’s daughter Ann (Andrea Leeds) and her beau, Peter (Joel McCrea), try to save the school but it is Frankie and the kids who enlist the help of Heifetz, who eventually sponsors the school. The movie is filled with superb music, not only by Heifetz but also by Peter Meremblum and the California Junior Symphony Orchestra, whose members are seen as well as heard.

			The most recent film in Republic’s Higgins Family series was Should Husbands Work?, with James Gleason and Lucile Gleason once again as Joe and Lil Higgins. Joe and his grown son Sid (Russell Gleason) are fired from the cosmetics company they work for, so they stay home and do housework when Lil gets a job as general manager for the same company. But a shampoo that Lil promotes makes people’s hair fall out, which sends the company toward bankruptcy. Luckily a merger goes through, Joe and Sid gets their jobs back, and Lil returns to being a housewife.

			Thursday, July 27

			In an attempt to find the IRA members behind the recent bombings in Great Britain, forty houses in North London were raided by the police.

			Friday, July 28

			A bill that Parliament had passed, allowing for the deportation of suspected IRA members, was given Royal Assent. Home Secretary Samuel Hoare wasted no time in using the new law and signed deportation orders for nineteen suspected Irishmen that same day.

			————

			An Ivy League college tradition, Dartmouth’s Winter Carnival, is the centerpiece of the drama Winter Carnival, an independent movie by Walter Wanger that was partially filmed on the Dartmouth campus. Jill Baxter (Ann Sheridan) was once voted the Snow Queen at the carnival and has since had a disastrous marriage with a European duke. She returns to Dartmouth, where her younger sister Ann (Helen Parrish) is voted the Snow Queen, but Jill is alarmed to find that Ann is in love with Count Olaf Von Lundborg (Morton Lowry). Not wanting her sister to make the same mistake she did, Jill tries to seduce the count. Happily Ann goes back to her former beau, Mickey (James Corner), and Jill rekindles an old romance with Professor John Weldon (Richard Carlson). For moviegoers not interested in the soap opera plot there is actual footage of the Dartmouth activities.

			An RKO crime drama with a unique plot twist, The Spellbinder featured Lee Tracy as the sly criminal lawyer Jed Marlowe, who is expert at getting his guilty clients a “not guilty” verdict even if it takes bribery or legal loopholes. Marlowe is very pleased with himself when he saves the murderer Tom Dixon (Patric Knowles) from the electric chair. Then he finds out his daughter Janet (Barbara Read) is going to marry Dixon and he has to use his sharpest legal maneuvers to save his daughter. Tracy and some of the others in the B movie are quite good but the pace is slow and the courtroom scenes drag on and on.

			Columbia’s crime drama Behind Prison Gates gave Brian Donlevy a plum role to play. He was police detective Norman Craig, who assumes the identity of the bank robber Red Murray who was killed in a shootout with the police. Craig goes to prison as Murray to find out from the inmates who the other crooks in the robbery were. Once he finds them, Craig sets one against the other until confessions are signed.

			An inaccurate but lively retelling of the gunfight at the O.K. Corral can be found in 20th Century-Fox’s Frontier Marshal. Wyatt Earp (Randolph Scott) agrees to become marshal of Tombstone when the local lawman (Ward Bond) cannot deal with drunk Indian Charlie (Charles Stevens). Earp befriends the gambling Doc Holiday (Cesar Romero), so when Doc is killed by Curly Bill (Joe Sawyer), Earp takes on Bill and his gang in the famous shootout. The low-budget B western has some fine performances, but the same story would be told much better in John Ford’s My Darling Clementine (1946).

			Saturday, July 29

			In Eleanor Roosevelt’s daily column My Day, which was carried in many newspapers across the nation, she confessed that she had been stopped for speeding by a “very polite but firm gentleman.” Roosevelt reported that she was not arrested but given a “gentle reprimand” and told to be more careful.

			————

			Comedian Bert Wheeler’s career after the death of his partner Robert Woolsey in 1938 was uneven, as seen in the weak comedy The Cowboy Quarterback. The Warner Brothers film was based on the 1928 Broadway comedy Elmer the Great, which had already been filmed in 1933. The dim-witted yokel Harry Lynn (Woolsey) is pretty good at football, so Rusty Walker (William Demarest), a scout for the Chicago Packers, signs him up. But Harry won’t leave town without his sweetheart, Maizie Williams (Marie Wilson), and when he hits the big city Harry loses all his money gambling. To pay the gamblers off, he agrees to throw the football game but is even incompetent doing that. Forty-four-year-old Woolsey was too old to be the young rube but much of the rest of the cast was strong, particularly Demarest.

			Warner Brothers also released a somewhat amusing Chuck Jones cartoon, Snowman’s Land. The Merrie Melodies short was set in the Canadian North where the Mounted Police are all dogs. The goofy Little Mountie sets out to find the French outlaw Dirty Pete and gets his man through sheer incompetence. If the Little Mountie sounded just like Disney’s Goofy it was because Pinto Colvig voiced both characters.

			Sunday, July 30

			Firmly entrenched as the leader of Spain, Francisco Franco today decreed that the rebuilding of Spain required every able-bodied citizen to either perform fifteen days of unpaid work for the country each year or pay a cash sum equivalent to fifteen days of work at their own job.

			The thirty-third annual bicycle race known as the Tour de France was won by Sylvère Maes of Belgium. It was the last time the event was held until 1947.

			Monday, July 31

			Both Britain and France made a public announcement that military talks in Moscow were planned to negotiate a pact with the Soviet Union.

			In England, Dudley Pound, a hero of naval warfare during World War I, was named Britain’s Admiral of the Fleet. Pound retained the position until 1943, when he resigned and died soon after.

			The History of the Cinematic Art by Carl Vincent, one of the first scholarly works about the history of the movies, was published.

			————

			A high-quality B western from Republic, Colorado Sunset starred Gene Autry both singing and shooting. He and his sidekick, Frog Millhouse (Smiley Burnette), buy a ranch in Colorado to raise beef cattle, but it turns out to be a dairy farm. When they go to sell the milk, their shipments are blocked by Doc Blaire (Robert Barrat), who wants protection money. So Autry decides to clean up the town, run for mayor, and break Doc’s radio code that alerts his gang to the milk shipments. The western has plenty of singing, including five numbers crooned by Autry.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Mutiny on the Blackhawk (NYC)

					1	I Stole a Million

					1	Mr. Wong in Chinatown

					1	Conspiracy

					1	Riders of the Sage

					4	Stanley and Livingstone (NYC)

					4	In Name Only (NYC)

					4	Coast Guard

					4	Hotel for Women

					6	Wall Street Cowboy

					7	Girl from Rio

					8	The Fighting Gringo

					8	Bad Lands (NYC)

					10	Miracles for Sale (NYC)

					10	New Frontier

					11	When Tomorrow Comes

					11	Lady of the Tropics

					11	Chicken Wagon Family

					12	Torchy Blane . . . Playing with Dynamite

					12	Straight Shooter

					14	In Old Monterey

					15	The Wizard of Oz

					16	The Old Maid (NYC)

					16	Island of Lost Men

					16	Riders of the Frontier

					17	The Man They Could Not Hang

					18	These Glamour Girls

					21	Smuggled Cargo

					22	Five Little Peppers and How They Grew

					22	Irish Luck

					22	Port of Hate

					22	Fugitive at Large

					23	Riders of Black River

					23	Our Leading Citizen

					24	Death of a Champion

					25	Fifth Avenue Girl (NYC)

					25	The Star Maker

					25	Quick Millions

					25	Oklahoma Terror

					25	Range War (NYC)

					26	The Angels Wash Their Faces

					26	Everybody’s Hobby

					28	Flight at Midnight

					28	Daughter of the Tong

					30	Konga, the Wild Stallion

					31	Charlie Chan at Treasure Island (NYC)

				

			

		

		
			Tuesday, August 1

			The announcement was made that the French city of Cannes would host a new international film festival. The opening day was set for September 1, but Germany’s invasion of Poland on that date forced the city to cancel the event at the last minute. The first Cannes Film Festival would not be held until 1946.

			Glenn Miller and his orchestra went into the studio to make a record of the swing instrumental “In the Mood” for RCA Bluebird. Based on an old melody, it was arranged by Joe Garland and others into a Big Band classic. Upon release, the record was a big seller and “In the Mood” soon became a theme song for Miller’s band.

			————

			Of the five Hollywood movies released, Universal’s adventure drama Mutiny on the Blackhawk was the most satisfying. In the 1840s, U.S. Captain Robert Lawrence (Richard Arlen) is sent to stop the slave trade between the Sandwich Islands and California. He stows aboard the slave traders’ ship, the Blackhawk, and with the help of mate Slim Collins (Andy Devine) rouses the captured islanders to mutiny against the cruel captain (Noah Beery) and his crew. Lawrence’s adventures continue when he and the ship reach the California coast where an American fort, headed by the incompetent Sam Bailey (Thurston Hall), is under attack by the Mexican army led by General Romero (Francisco Marán). Lawrence uses Kit Carson (Richard Lane) to get word to General John Fremont (Charles Trowbridge) and his troops who come to the rescue. A historical drama with lots of action, the film also boasts some strong acting performances under the direction of Christy Cabanne.

			The novelist Nathanael West wrote the screenplay for Universal’s crime drama I Stole a Million, which may be why the film is a cut above many in that genre. Cab driver Joe Lourik (George Raft) turns to crime when he is cheated out of money by his employer. After a series of robberies, he considers going straight when he meets and falls in love with Laura Benson (Claire Trevor). But the law finds him out and, though he escapes, Laura is sentenced as his accomplice. Not until she is released on parole do the two get back together and she convinces him to turn himself in to the police. There is a dark and moody tone to the movie that might be described as early film noir.

			Boris Karloff returned to the role of detective James Lee Wong in Monogram’s Mr. Wong in Chinatown. The Chinese princess Lin Hwa (Lotus Long) seeks the help of Wong but is killed by a poisoned dart before she can give him any information. Instead she scribbles “Captain J” on paper before she dies. Wong investigates and finds that the princess was involved in smuggling airplanes to China. He also discovers two Captain J’s, Captain Jamie (William Royle) of the steamship Maid of the Orient and Captain Guy Jackson (George Lynn) of the Phelps Aviation Company. It turns out both are involved, but the mastermind behind the operation is the bank president Davidson (Huntley Gordon). There are preposterous details in the movie, such as a wild dog who turns out to be a dwarf in disguise, but much of it is entertaining.

			International espionage also figured in RKO’s B melodrama Conspiracy. Radio operator Steve Kendall (Allan Lane) is forced at gunpoint by crew member Carlson (Henry Brandon) to send a cryptic message to agents in the port city they are approaching. Carlson is shot by Wilson (Wilhelm von Brincken), another agent, and Kendall is accused of aiding Carlson. Ken-dall jumps ship and once ashore he hides in the apartment of the nightclub singer Nedra (Linda Hayes), who turns out to be Carlson’s sister. It seems everyone Kendall meets is a spy, including his old football coach, Edwards (Robert Barrat). The plotting is often as unclear as the characters but Conspiracy has a better look than a lot of B movies.

			Cowboy actor Bob Steele found himself in a tired plot with little action in Metropolitan’s B western Riders of the Sage. He played lawman Bob Burke, who tries to settle a range war while getting mixed up with the rancher’s daughter, Mona Halsey (Claire Rochelle), who may or may not be a bad girl. One family kidnaps the son of another family, and there is a lot of angry talk but not much else.

			In London, the British comedy Young Man’s Fancy from the Ealing Studios opened to appreciative reviews. Set during 1870, the aristocratic young Lord Alban (Griffith Jones) is being forced by his parents (Seymour Hicks and Martita Hunt) to wed the daughter of a brewery mogul with enough money to alleviate the family’s financial woes. Alban goes to the music hall where a human cannonball act is performed, and the cannonball, in the form of Miss Ada (Anna Lee), ends up in Alban’s lap. So begins a temperamental and funny romance, which has the lovers run off to Paris just in time for the siege by the Prussian army. Robert Stevenson directed the witty comedy, which has a few surprises plot-wise and is delightful all the way.

			Wednesday, August 2

			Congress passed the Hatch Act, which was officially titled An Act to Prevent Pernicious Political Activities. The act outlawed specific employees of the government from engaging in certain forms of political activity. Named after Democratic senator Carl Hatch, the law prohibited federal workers from joining the Communist Party, the German-American Bund, and other organizations that aimed to overthrow the government. The Hatch Act also applied to federal programs such as the WPA, which had been used by corrupt officials to bribe voters, promise jobs, or fund projects. Over the decades the Hatch Act would be challenged all the way to the Supreme Court.

			On this date, scientist Albert Einstein wrote a letter to FDR explaining how theoretically uranium could be used to create an atomic bomb, and he urged the government to begin research into such a weapon. The letter would eventually lead to the top-secret Manhattan Project.

			Thursday, August 3

			The medical licenses for all Jewish doctors in Germany were nullified by the government. Since Jews were no longer permitted to practice medicine, the new legislation was little more than a piece of anti-Semitic propaganda.

			————

			One of Great Britain’s best adventure films, Alexander Korda’s new screen version of The Four Feathers, was released in the States and was a great success. It was not the first film of A. E. W. Mason’s 1902 novel, but it was certainly the finest. In 1895, the British officer Harry Faversham (John Clements) decides to resign his commission and marry his fiancée, Ethne Burroughs (June Duprez). The same day, his regiment is called on to go to the Sudan and assist General Herbert Kitchener in putting down the tribal uprising of the Khalifa (John Laurie). Faversham’s resignation is seen as an act of cowardice by his officer colleagues John Durrance (Ralph Richardson), Peter Burroughs (Donald Gray), and Lieutenant Willoughby (Jack Allen), and each sends Faversham a white feather, a symbol of cowardice. (The fourth feather is Ethne’s similar rejection.) Determined to prove himself, Faversham disguises himself as a mute native and follows the troops to the Sudan where he manages to rescue his former friends from prison and death. By the end of his adventures, Faversham is able to return the three feathers and win back Ethne. The Four Feathers was one of the most expensive British movies yet made, filmed in the Sudan with military accuracy and rousing action scenes by Zoltan Korda. The acting throughout is exceptional, as is the production design by the third brother, Vincent Korda.

			Friday, August 4

			When a mob of Chinese rioters attacked offices of the British International Export Corporation in Tienstin, the British government said the action was instigated by the Japanese, thereby further weakening relations between Japan and Great Britain.

			————

			Stanley and Livingstone was 20th Century-Fox’s contribution to the list of 1939 movie biographies. It starred Spencer Tracy as the American reporter Harry M. Stanley and Cedric Hardwicke as the Scottish missionary-explorer Dr. David Livingstone. In 1866, Livingstone went deep into the African jungle looking for the source of the Nile River. After three years of no word from the expedition, Livingstone is presumed to be dead. But American editor James Gordon Bennett (Henry Hull) believes Livingstone is alive and knows it will be sensational news for the New York Herald if they can find the explorer. He sends journalist Stanley to Africa, where, with his assistant-sidekick, Jeff Slocum (Walter Brennan), they endure a year of unfriendly tribes, illness, and formidable terrain. Stanley finally finds Livingstone alive and working with the natives, but no one believes the story when it is printed until Livingstone dies and his body is returned to civilization. Although the movie was filmed in Hollywood, assistant directors Osa Johnson and Otto Brower took a crew to Africa and retraced Stanley’s path, collecting some of the finest movie footage of the continent yet seen. Solid acting and writing, Henry King’s direction, and some stunning visuals make Stanley and Livingstone first-class cinema.

			A tearjerker of the highest order, RKO’s In Name Only offered a romantic triangle with three of Hollywood’s favorite stars, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard, and Kay Francis. Alec Walker (Grant) is unhappily married to the manipulating Maida (Francis) when he meets and falls in love with the life-affirming young widow Julie (Lombard). The relationship is doomed, particularly after the two women meet and Maida quietly connives to destroy Alec’s happiness. John Cromwell directed the soap opera tale as if it were high drama, and the effect is completely captivating. Grant and Lombard both give excellent dramatic performances, but it is Francis who is the big surprise, breaking away from her superficial glamour roles and playing such a subtly devious female.

			Another love triangle was at the center of Columbia’s romantic drama Coast Guard. Ray Dower (Ralph Bellamy) and pilot Thomas “Speed” Bradshaw (Randolph Scott) are lieutenants in the Coast Guard and also best friends. The girl who comes between them is Nancy Bliss (Frances Dee). She marries the careless flyer Speed, but the marriage is rocky and Nancy still loves Ray. When Ray is sent North on a dangerous mission, his ship is trapped in the ice and Speed flies up to rescue him, the selfless action bringing the married couple back together. Seeing Randolph play a flippant, devil-may-care character is the most interesting thing about the film.

			A “women’s picture” in that it is mostly about females, 20th Century-Fox’s melodrama Hotel for Women has a fine cast of female players. Marcia Bromley (Linda Darnell) leaves Syracuse and checks into the Sherrington Hotel for Women in New York City to be close to her architect fiancé, Jeff Buchanan (James Gleason). But Jeff has cooled on marrying Marcia and is courting the boss’s daughter, Melinda Craig (Katharine Aldridge). Instead of returning to Syracuse, Marcia stays at the hotel, finds some fame as a model, and attracts some impressive suitors. Her career is threatened when Melinda is shot and Marcia is the prime suspect, but the truth comes out and Marcia ends up with Jeff. The soapy plot was much less interesting than the female characters, especially when played by such performers as Darnell (in her screen debut), Ann Sothern, June Gale, Lynn Bari, Joyce Compton, and the celebrated social hostess Elsa Maxwell.

			Saturday, August 5

			In Franco’s Spain, thirteen Republican women between the ages of eighteen and twenty-seven, known as Las Trece Rosas (the Thirteen Roses), were executed by firing squad. They were accused of aiding a military rebellion and of the assassination of a police officer even though the officer was shot after the thirteen women were incarcerated.

			————

			The sole new release was Warner Brothers’ Looney Tunes short Wise Quacks, featuring Daffy Duck in one of his funniest performances. The exasperated duck is more worried than usual (and more than a little drunk) because Mama Duck is expecting ducklings. When they are born, a bald eagle tries to fly off with the runt of the litter. The tipsy Daffy attempts to save the duckling, but Porky Pig, who has come to congratulate the family, rescues the littlest duck. Mel Blanc voiced both Daffy and Porky and director Robert Clampett did Mama Duck’s lines.

			Sunday, August 6

			The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Polish Legions’ entry into World War I was celebrated by over one hundred thousand cheering Poles in Warsaw. Marshal Edward Rydz-S´migły told the cheering crowd that “violence inflicted by force must be resisted by force” and that Poland’s conduct toward Germany “will be adjusted to the conduct of the other side.”

			————

			Republic’s musical western Wall Street Cowboy starring Roy Rogers was the only premiere. When a precious metal is discovered on Rogers’s Circle R ranch, greedy Wall Street investors and corrupt speculators try to foreclose on the property by making it impossible for the singing cowboy to make his mortgage payments. Ranch hands George “Gabby” Hayes and Raymond Hatton provided the comedy, and Rogers sang three tuneful cowboy songs.

			Monday, August 7

			With Europe about to erupt in war, the Swedish businessman Birger Dahlerus took it upon himself to try to get Germany and Great Britain on better terms with each other. He arranged a meeting at his house in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, between his German friend Hermann Göring and seven influential businessmen from Britain, hoping that an informal agreement could be reached by the two nations.

			————

			Monogram was probably hoping to create a new south-of-the-border star with Motiva when they featured her in the crime drama Girl from Rio, but the American-born singer-actress never graduated beyond pretty supporting player. In Girl from Rio she plays the Brazilian singer Marquita Romero, who travels to New York City when her brother Carlos (Alan Baldwin) is arrested for arson. Her American boyfriend, Steven Ward (Warren Hull), follows and helps Marquita try to clear her brother’s name. He traces the clues regarding an arson ring to a nightspot run by Mitchell (Clay Clement). Marquita gets a job singing at the club in order to find evidence but is soon discovered by Mitchell’s jealous girlfriend, Vicki (Kay Linaker). The plotting is sluggish and Motiva does not have the charisma to make the movie seem any better than it is.

			Tuesday, August 8

			Today was the first of several days of air defense tests in Great Britain. As a show of force, thirteen hundred warplanes from the Royal Air Force flew over various sections of Britain.

			On American radio, Edgar Bergen and his wise-cracking dummy Charlie McCarthy returned to the airwaves for the third season in the Chase and Sanborn Hour. The popular duo made the program the top-rated show of both 1938 and 1939.

			————

			RKO released two westerns, one in Los Angeles and the other in New York. The Fighting Gringo starred George O’Brien as Wade Barton, who leads a gang of men righting the wrongs of the Old West. In this case he needs to find out how the greedy rancher Ben Wallace (William Royle) framed competitor Don Aliso del Campo (Lucio Villegas) for murder so that he could take over his land. Wade gets to the truth through Wallace’s nit-wit accomplice Rance Potter (Glenn Strange) and finds time to romance Don Aliso’s daughter Anita (Lupita Tovar). The Fighting Gringo boasts some fine action scenes to spice up the routine storytelling.

			The Manhattan opening was Bad Lands, which also told a familiar story, this one very close to The Lost Patrol (1934). Sheriff Bill Cummings (Robert Barrat) gathers nine men of various ages and types to form a posse to capture the half-breed bandit Apache Jack (Jack [later John] Payne). The chase takes them deep into Apache territory, where they discover silver in the water of a watering hole. But the posse is soon surrounded by the tribesmen, and it looks like few will live to make a claim. The only interesting aspects of the movie are the character actors in the posse, including Noah Beery Jr., Guinn Williams, Andy Clyde, Robert Coote, and Paul Hurst.

			Wednesday, August 9

			King George VI, back in Britain after his North American tour, conducted a fleet review of 133 military vessels at Weymouth Bay.

			In Italy, the prospect of big cities being bombed prompted the government to issue a law introducing a fine for anyone moving from the country to a city of twenty-five thousand people or more unless they already had work there. Mussolini also encouraged people to move out of the cities if possible.

			Thursday, August 10

			On the season-end broadcast of the NBC radio program Kraft Music Hall hosted by Bing Crosby, the special guest was pianist-conductor José Iturbi. Because of Crosby’s popularity, the program was one of the top ten radio shows every year from 1938 to 1944.

			————

			MGM came up with an interesting mystery about magicians with Miracles for Sale. Mike Morgan (Robert Young) is the clever inventor of tricks and illusions that he sells to professional magicians. He does not believe in psychic powers and often debunks charlatans who take advantage of gullible people. When the frightened Judy Barclay (Florence Rice) comes to him asking to reveal a certain psychic as a fake, the two get involved in a series of murders in which magicians and physicians are the victims and the prime suspects. Intelligently written and directed with style by Tod Browning, Miracles for Sale is often first-class moviemaking. Sadly, it was horror expert Browning’s last film.

			John Wayne, still palling around with the Three Mesquiteers, played Stony Brooke for the last time in the western New Frontier released by Republic. When informed that New Hope Valley is to be flooded by a new dam project, Brooke and the other residents fight the project but are told they will be relocated to irrigated land. The corrupt land developers have no intention of bringing water to the displaced residents, so the Three Mesquiteers take action. New Frontier is a rather unremarkable movie unless one wishes to see Jennifer Jones (still using the name Phylis Isley) in her screen debut as the leading lady.

			Two noteworthy foreign films opened overseas but, because they were in Axis nations, were not shown in the States until years later. Italy’s I grandi magazzini (Department Store) was a comedy by director-writer Mario Camerini about a large store in which the manager Bertini (Enrico Glori) tries to woo the shop girl Lauretta Corelli (Assia Noris) while she is already in love with one of the company drivers, Bruno Zacchi (Vittorio De Sica). Japan’s Magokoro (Sincerity) was a drama by director-writer Mikio Naruse set in rural Japan. New recruits for the army are conscripted from a small village, but before the men go, some secrets are revealed about the identity of the father of Tomiko (Teruko Kato), the daughter of the single mother Tobiko (Takako). Both movies would eventually become acclaimed works in international cinema.

			Friday, August 11

			Between midnight and four o’clock in the morning, approximately one half of England went dark in order to test how effectively a blackout could help protect the country from enemy planes.

			American newspaper publisher Moses Annenberg was indicted on this day for evading $3.2 million in taxes between 1932 and 1936. He was later sentenced to three years in prison and a fine of $8 million, the highest amount yet charged for tax fraud.

			————

			Two heart-breaking romances with big stars opened. Universal’s When Tomorrow Comes featured Irene Dunne and Charles Boyer. He played the famous concert pianist Philip Chagal, and she was the restaurant waitress Helen Lawrence. Their love affair seems idyllic until Helen finds out that Philip is married to the mentally unstable Madeleine (Barbara O’Neil), who refuses to let him go. A hurricane forces Philip and Helen to spend a night together in a choir loft, but with the dawn he has to depart for Europe with Madeleine. He promises Helen that he will return to her someday, and the audience tearfully hopes so. When Tomorrow Comes is very similar in plot to Boyer’s other romance that year, Intermezzo, in which he leaves Ingrid Bergman for his wife.

			Hedy Lamarr was at her glowing best in MGM’s romantic drama Lady of the Tropics. The tale, written by Ben Hecht, was set in French Indochina (Vietnam today), where the wealthy American playboy Bill Carey (Robert Taylor) falls in love with the Eurasian beauty Manon DeVargnes (Lamarr). They wish to marry and return to the States, but local laws forbid part-Asian citizens from leaving the country. Also complicating their romance is Manon’s former beau, the powerful Pierre Delaroch (Joseph Schildkraut). The story ends tragically but in the glamorous Hollywood style.

			————

			An oddball comedy from 20th Century-Fox titled Chicken Wagon Family was true to its offbeat title. It was about the Fippany family, who live in and work out of a wagon selling trinkets and buying chickens which they sell in New York City. The father, Jean Paul (Leo Carrillo), and younger daughter, Addie (Jane Withers), enjoy their nomadic life, but the mother, Josephine (Spring Byington), and elder daughter, Cecile (Marjorie Weaver), want to settle down. When the family arrives in Manhattan, Cecile falls for policeman Kane Richmond (Matt Hibbard), who finds an abandoned firehouse for them to live in. The screwball plot gets more and more ridiculous with chicken pox and auctioning off bathtubs as part of the mix before a happy ending is achieved.

			Donald Duck’s short temper was tested in the Disney cartoon Donald’s Penguin. Admiral Bird sends Donald a penguin from the South Pole named Tootsie, and the two don’t get along very well at first, particularly when Donald thinks that Tootsie has eaten his pet goldfish. By the end of the short, a friendship is formed and one gets to see the soft side of Donald.

			Saturday, August 12

			British and French military representatives met in Moscow to begin talks with Soviet leaders about strategies should war break out in Europe.

			In Germany, the Nazi submarines U-49 and U-61 were commissioned. The U-49 was destroyed by the British in 1940, but the U-61 managed to sink five Allied vessels and survive the war.

			————

			For the final Torchy Blane film, Torchy Blane . . . Playing with Dynamite, female reporter Blane was played by Jane Wyman. (Glenda Farrell had played the heroine in seven of the previous movies.) Torchy is so determined to find the gangster Denver Eddie (Eddie Marr) that she gets herself thrown in jail so that she can befriend Eddie’s moll Jackie McGuire (Sheila Bromley) and use her to get to him. Torchy’s cop boyfriend Steve McBride (Allen Jenkins) hopes to collect the $5,000 reward for Eddie so they can marry and buy a house. But tracing Eddie turns out to be filled with pitfalls, and on the way Torchy and McBride get into some tight spots. The adequate plot is overshadowed by the playful performances, including Tom Kennedy as the poet-cop Gahagan. Torchy Blane . . . Playing with Dynamite was the last of Warner Brothers’ nine-film series featuring Torchy.

			Tim McCoy was once again federal agent “Lightning” Bill Carson in the Victor Pictures B western Straight Shooter. The villain Brainard (Ted Adams) knows rancher Ben Martin (George Morrell) has $500,000 worth of government bonds, so he kills Martin but the bonds are not on him. When Martin’s ranch goes up for auction, Brainard hopes to buy it and find the bonds. Martin’s niece Margaret (Julie Sheldon) also wants the ranch. The third person eying the property is the businessman Sam Brown, who is actually agent Carson in disguise. With more action than talk, Straight Shooter is a fast-paced western adventure.

			The Warner Brothers cartoon Hare-um Scare-um is noteworthy because this was the short in which Bugs Bunny was first named. The smart-aleck rabbit had appeared in the cartoon Porky’s Hare Hunt (1938) but was billed as the Happy Rabbit. In this short he is called Bugs at one point and the name stuck. The premise is simple—a hunter goes after a rabbit who always outwits him—but the gags are clever and the personality of Bugs is already very sharp.

			Sunday, August 13

			Intercontinental air service suffered a setback when a Pan American World Airways Sikorsky S-43, carrying twelve passengers and four crew members from Miami to Rio de Janeiro, made a crash landing in Guanabara Bay one mile short of the airport. All but two of the passengers died.

			Monday, August 14

			Jean-Antoine Watteau’s 1716 painting L’indifferent, which had been stolen from the Louvre Museum in Paris on June 12, was returned by the unidentified thief. He claimed to be an artist who was so upset over the way the painting had been retouched over the years that he stole it in order to clean away the changes.

			Movie actress Janet Gaynor and costume designer Adrian were married in Yuma, Arizona. It was her second marriage and Adrian’s first. The union ended with his death in 1959.

			————

			With ten songs, Republic’s In Old Monterey had Gene Autry singing a lot in between pacifying some angry ranchers. The reason for their anger is the federal government, which wants their land for bombing maneuvers. To protest, the ranchers start blowing up buildings and making it look like the U.S. Army did it. Autry plays an army sergeant sent in to find out who is behind the bombings. Although In Old Monterey adhered to the western clichés, it was set in modern times with cars, planes, trucks, and tanks. But the songs performed by Autry and the Hoosier Hot Shots were in the traditional Old West mode.

			Tuesday, August 15

			Known to only a few people in Germany, the U-boat commander Karl Dönitz received coded instructions for his fleet to put out to sea at once.

			The twenty-fifth anniversary of the opening of the Panama Canal was made a holiday in Panama. The SS Ancon, the first commercial vessel to go through the canal in 1914, repeated its historic voyage as its 820 passengers onboard cheered and celebrated.

			————

			After a great deal of advance publicity, MGM’s The Wizard of Oz premiered at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles. Arguably the most beloved and continually popular Hollywood musical ever produced, the film has become such a part of American pop culture that it seems to have been created by magic. Yet the troublesome movie went through a dozen scriptwriters, four directors, several cast changes (some after filming began), and one of the most complicated and difficult production histories on record. Producers Arthur Freed and Mervyn LeRoy both claimed credit for pitching the idea of a musical version of theL. Frank Baum tale to studio head Louis B. Mayer. Luckily the movie Mayer envisioned, with Shirley Temple as Dorothy and W. C. Fields as the Wizard, never materialized, and Judy Garland shot to stardom for her innocent, sincere performance. Ray Bolger (Scarecrow), Jack Haley (Tin Man), and Bert Lahr (Cowardly Lion) had the best screen roles of their careers, and the rest of the cast was equally expert, including Frank Morgan, who played a variety of roles, giving the cockeyed dream a kind of leitmotif. Using twenty-nine sound stages, and sixty-five different sets, the movie was one of the most expensive in the studio’s record books. Harold Arlen (music) and E. Y. Harburg (lyrics) penned one of filmdom’s greatest scores, led by the Oscar-winning “Over the Rainbow” which was nearly left on the cutting room floor until wiser minds prevailed. From the jubilant “Ding-Dong! The Witch Is Dead” to the character numbers “If I Only Had a Brain/a Heart/ the Nerve” to the farcical “If I Were King of the Forest” the score is one of Hollywood’s finest. All of the numbers have become part of American folklore, just as every line in the screenplay is widely recognized even out of context. But even acknowledging the high quality of all the movie’s elements doesn’t quite explain why The Wizard of Oz is so special. Billed as a treat for “children of all ages,” it goes beyond anyone’s idea of a children’s movie. It is very adult in many ways, from its expressionistic look (the change from black and white in Kansas to color for Oz was a bold idea) to its difficult themes of friendship and home. Arriving at the end of the Depression may have impacted the film, for it was not a hit until it was rereleased ten years later. Perhaps The Wizard of Oz is the great American fantasy, a dream that still prevails within the hearts of moviegoers.

			A British farce titled Old Mother Riley M.P. premiered in London and delighted British audiences during the tense weeks before war broke out. Laundress Old Mother Riley (Arthur Lucan in drag) loses her job at the laundry when she argues with her boss, Henry Wicker (Henry B. Long-hurst). She then gets more upset when she finds out Wicker is running for Parliament with the hopes of destroying her neighborhood. So Mother Riley decides to run for office herself, is elected and made Minister of Strange Affairs, and saves the country from bankruptcy by collecting a debt of 50 million pounds from the rich kingdom of Rocavia. The comedy was one of a series of Old Mother Riley films made in England in the 1930s, very few of which were ever released in the States.

			Wednesday, August 16

			Polish-German hostilities were illustrated in an incident on the Danzig border. When a Polish soldier was killed twenty yards inside the border, Polish sources said he had crossed over by mistake and was shot without warning. In retaliation, Polish military guards were given orders to shoot any uniformed German in Polish territory on sight.

			Manhattan’s Hippodrome, the largest theatre ever built in the city (or anywhere else, for that matter), closed for business on this day. Since it opened in 1905, the 5,300-seat Hippodrome had been a venue for Broadway shows, circuses, concerts, vaudeville, aquatic spectacles, and basketball games, but very few enterprises were able to turn a profit in the large and expensive theatre. The structure, which occupied an entire city block on Sixth Avenue, was demolished in September. Today the site consists of an office building and a parking garage called the Hippodrome Center.          
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					AUGUST 16—BETTE DAVIS NO ORDINARY OLD MAID. In 1939, Davis played royal personages in Juarez and The Private Life of Elizabeth and Essex, and a dying socialite in Dark Victory, but she most pulled the heartstrings in the fictional melodrama The Old Maid. Little Tina (Marlene Burnett, far left) thinks that Delia Lovell (Miriam Hopkins, center) is her mother but in truth Tina is the illegitimate daughter of her spinster “Aunt Charlotte” (Davis). Warner Bros. / Photofest © Warner Bros.

				

			

			————

			Although it was based on a Pulitzer Prize–winning play, Warner Brothers’ The Old Maid was a soapy “women’s picture” given top production values and boasting superior acting. During the Civil War, Charlotte Lovell (Bette Davis) has a one-night affair with her beloved Clem Spender (George Brent). He goes off and dies in battle and Charlotte is left alone and pregnant. She has the baby in secret then allows her widowed cousin Delia (Miriam Hopkins) to adopt the child to give her a name and social position. Over the next twenty years Tina (Jane Bryan) grows up thinking Charlotte is her old maid relative and treats her rather shoddily. On Tina’s wedding day, Charlotte prepares to tell Tina the truth, but she cannot go through with it, taking her secret with her to the grave. Edmund Goulding directed with more class than such material probably deserved and the wonderful performances turned The Old Maid into a Hollywood classic.

			Paramount remade its melodrama White Woman (1933) with a change of race and called it Island of Lost Men. Kim Ling (Anna May Wong) is a nightclub singer in Singapore whose father is a discredited general. She meets Gregory Prin (J. Carrol Naish), the Eurasian manager of her family’s plantation, who invites her to visit the Malay island. Once there, Ling finds a dreadful prison of a place and schemes with the Chinese secret service agent Chang Tai (Anthony Quinn) to overthrow Prin and make the plantation a more humane place. The acting is as uneven as the plotting, but there are some potent scenes. Also, Anna May Wong was finally given a substantial Asian role to play, and she played it very well.

			The new Tex Ritter western from Monogram was called Riders of the Frontier, and the film was as innocuous as its title. The Rancho Grande ranch is taken over by the cruel foreman Bart Lane (Jack Rutherford), who keeps the owner, the sickly Sarah Burton (Marin Sais), a prisoner in her own home. Texas Ranger Tex Lowery (Ritter) disguises himself as the wanted outlaw Ed Carter and manages to fool Lane’s gang until the real Carter (Roy Barcroft) comes on the scene. The most memorable scene in the B movie is not an action sequence but a musical one. Tex and Chappie the cook (African American actor Mantan Moreland) sing “The Boll Weevil Song” as they strum the guitar by a campfire.

			Thursday, August 17

			Hitler closed the German border with Poland at Upper Silesia. With the border closed, it became all but impossible for Jews to leave the country.

			Inside Poland, the Polish newspaper Kurjer Poranny demanded confiscation of property held by German citizens in Poland in retaliation for the confiscation of property owned by Polish Jews in Germany.

			————

			Boris Karloff got to play a variation of both Dr. Frankenstein and his monster in Columbia’s horror movie The Man They Could Not Hang. The brilliant if crazed scientist Dr. Henryk Savaard (Karloff) claims that he can prolong life with a mechanical heart he has developed. When his assistant Bob Roberts (Stanley Brown) allows the doctor to experiment with the device on him, Roberts dies, and his girlfriend, Betty Crawford (Ann Doran), reports Savaard to the police. At his trial, the doctor tries to explain his artificial heart, but the jury finds him guilty of murder, so Savaard vows to everyone in the court that he will be avenged. After Savaard is hanged, his assistant Lang (Byron Foulger) steals the body and uses the doctor’s notes and mechanical heart to bring him back to life. The embittered doctor then methodically starts to take his revenge on each member of the jury. It is the doctor’s daughter Janet (Lorna Gray) and the reporter Scoop Foley (Robert Wilcox) who discover what is going on and have to stop the dangerous doctor. The Man They Could Not Hang is intelligent in many ways, yet there are still plenty of chills. Also, Karloff gives one of his best performances.

			Friday, August 18

			Nazi Germany’s child euthanasia program began. The Reich Interior Ministry ordered all physicians, nurses, and midwives to report to the authorities any children under the age of three who showed signs of severe mental or physical disability.

			————

			A melodrama with a preachy attitude, MGM’s These Glamour Girls points its finger at the rich and spoiled, while most moviegoers are struggling with the Depression. Wealthy playboy Philip S. Griswold III (Lew Ayres) is slumming at a dance hall dive and, in a drunken sense of fun, invites the dance hostess, Jane Thomas (Lana Turner), to his upper-crust college for the annual house party. When the low-class but smart Jane arrives at Kingsford College for the event, Phil ignores her and the other high-brow students look down on her. But Jane decides to stay, and by the end of the film she has taught the blue-bloods a few life lessons they will not soon forget. Turner and much of the cast give admirable performances but cannot conquer the clichéd and moralistic movie.

			Saturday, August 19

			The Italian government announced that no Jew from Germany, Poland, Hungary, or Romania would be allowed to enter Italy.

			Only four days after The Wizard of Oz was released, the song “Over the Rainbow” showed up as one of the top ten songs on radio’s Your Hit Parade. The Harold Arlen (music) and E. Y. Harburg (lyric) ballad remained there for several weeks, ending up being one of the ten most popular songs of 1939.

			The National Bowling Association, the first African American league in the sport, was formed in Detroit. The organization is still in operation.

			Sunday, August 20

			A trade pact between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union was announced, not only surprising nations across the globe but further complicating the world situation. Also, Hitler sent a message to Josef Stalin proposing that the Reich’s foreign minister, Joachim von Ribbentrop, go to Moscow right away “in view of the international situation.”

			The Battle of Khalkin Gol, a new Soviet offensive against the Japanese in Mongolia, commenced. Russian General Georgy Zhukov launched the attack that consisted of more than two hundred aircraft and five hundred tanks.

			The fifth Swiss Grand Prix was held in Bremgarten. German Hermann Lang won the race in a Mercedes-Benz. It was the last time the event was held until 1947.

			Monday, August 21

			Negotiations between Britain, France, and the Soviet Union taking place in Moscow fell apart. The Soviets stated that no military pact was possible unless Poland consented to let the Red Army pass through its territory. France and Britain refused such an agreement and further negotiations were called off.

			Actor-director-writer Charles Chaplin stopped production on his new film, tentatively called The Dictators, because of the uncertainty of the situation in Europe. Once war broke out in Europe, Chaplin completed the satirical movie, titling it The Great Dictator. It was released by United Artists in 1940.

			In other Hollywood news, RKO president George Schaefer announced that he had signed radio/theatre director-writer-actor Orson Welles to a contract to make three movies of his own choosing. These were considered very unique and liberal terms, especially since Welles had never made a movie in Hollywood before. The RKO contract would result in Citizen Kane (1941), The Magnificent Ambersons (1942), and The Stranger (1946).

			————

			The contraband in Republic’s Smuggled Cargo was oranges. The complicated plot began with an approaching frost and the need for oil to keep the fires burning and the oranges from dying. Getting the oil led to underhanded schemes, crimes, and eventually a murder. The soft drink industry needed the oranges, so a smuggling operation began in California and more drama arose. The movie concludes with a murder solved and orange juice for all.

			Tuesday, August 22

			Public and private proclamations were made, intensifying the political scene in Europe. Dirk Jan de Geer, the prime minister of the Netherlands, ordered Dutch vacationers in Germany’s Black Forest to immediately return home. He also told border controls to prepare for a Nazi invasion. The British Home Office summoned members of Parliament from their vacations and told them to return to London for a special session on Thursday. In private, Hitler addressed the commanders of the Wehrmacht and, in what was later known as the Obersalzberg Speech, outlined his plans for the invasion of Poland and his plans to exterminate all Poles.

			The popular song “You Are My Sunshine” by Jimmie Davis and Charles Mitchell was recorded for the first time. The Pine Ridge Boys made the disc for Bluebird Records. The song would later become one of the State Songs of Louisiana because singer-songwriter Davis served as governor in the 1940s and again in the 1960s.

			————

			The first of five movies that Columbia made based on the characters created by Margaret Sidney, Five Little Peppers and How They Grew was a heart-tugging comedy-drama that was successful enough to warrant four sequels. The Peppers of the title are the five children of the widow Mrs. Pepper (Dorothy Peterson) who barely scrape by, but they are a happy family. The siblings Polly (Edith Fellows) and Joey (Tommy Bond) befriend the lonely Jasper (Ronald Sinclair), who is rich but all but ignored by his sole relative, his grandfather John H. King (Clarence Kolb). But King starts to show an interest in both Jasper and the Peppers when he finds out they own half interest in a defunct copper mine that he wants to buy. When some of the Peppers come down with measles and the family moves into the King mansion to recover, the old man becomes attached to the family and in the end asks them to be partners in the mine. The 1881 book was updated to the Depression years, and the transition worked, as did the sentiment of the original.

			Another series of sorts began with Monogram’s comedy Irish Luck, featuring the young Irish character actor Frankie Darro and the African American comic Mantan Moreland. Buzzy O’Brien (Darro) is a hapless bellhop at the Regal Hotel, where a murder has occurred. Kitty Monahan (Sheila Darcy) is suspected, and Buzzy helps her escape the hotel. He puts her up at home with his mother (Lillian Elliott). Fellow bellhop Jefferson (Moreland) and Buzzy join forces to find the murderer and, after some misadventures, they do. The teaming of Darro and Moreland had great comic chemistry, and the two were featured in seven more comic mysteries for Monogram.

			The fact that the female lead in Metropolitan’s South Seas drama Port of Hate is Polly Ann Young, the sister of Loretta Young, may be the film’s only interesting attraction. Americans Don Cameron (Carleton Young) and Bob Randall (Kenneth Harlan) are amateur adventurers who discover a bed of black pearls off the coast of the Island of Hate. When the two start looking for investors to develop the bed, greed and murder result. Jerry Gale (Polly Ann Young) is a pretty young missionary on the island and somehow is suspected of the murder, but in the final reel she is cleared and the pearl business is up and running.

			An independent film released by Columbia, Fugitive at Large tells a familiar story without too many surprises. The construction engineer George Storm (Jack Holt) is considered the most trustworthy man in the company, so everyone is shocked when he is identified as the man who held up the company payroll car. It turns out the robbery was done by Tom Farrow (also played by Holt), who looks just like Storm. With no alibi, Storm is convicted and sentenced to a chain gang peopled by members of the Hall Johnson Choir, so there was a lot of good singing. Justice prevails in the end, but by then the audience had lost interest.

			Wednesday, August 23

			A nonaggression pact signed between Russia and Germany seemed to be a polite agreement assuring that the two countries would not aid enemies of the other. In truth, it opened the door for World War II to begin and foreshadowed the Communist takeover of Eastern Europe after the war. The Nazi foreign minister, Joachin von Ribbentrop, went to Moscow, where he and the Soviet foreign minister, Vyacheslav Molotov, met and drew up what became known as the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. The agreement publicly stated that Germany would not aid Japan in its undeclared war with Russia in Manchuria. What was not made public was the way Molotov and Ribbentrop mapped out which parts of Poland and the Baltic countries would go to Germany and which to Russia. Within a week Germany invaded Poland, knowing which parts would be ceded to them with no opposition by the Soviets. The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact was in force during the early years of World War II. Hitler broke it in June 1941 when Germany invaded Russia.

			American playwright and screenwriter Sidney Howard, who had spent over a year working on the shooting script for Gone with the Wind, died today in a tractor accident on his farm in Tyringham, Massachusetts. A renowned author of many plays on Broadway, he also contributed to the scripts for a variety of movies in the 1930s. Although several writers worked on the Gone with the Wind screenplay, much of the final product was by Howard, who was the only author to receive screen credit. In 1940 he received an Oscar posthumously for writing Gone with the Wind, a film he did not live to see.

			British race car driver John Cobb set a new land speed record of 369.741 miles per hour at Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah. Cobb’s record stood until 1947.

			————

			The two Hollywood movies released dealt with justice. Columbia’s B western Riders of Black River was a remake of the studio’s The Revenge Rider (1935), both films based on a story by Ford Beebe. Wade Patterson (Charles Starrett) buys a ranch only to find out it is being used to hide rustled cattle. The rustler, Blaize Carewe (Dick Curtis), kills Wade’s brother when he discovers the stolen cattle. An inquest is held, and one of Carewe’s gang members, Terry Holden (Stanley Brown), betrays Carewe to the sheriff. So Wade sets out to find Carewe and get a confession for the murder and the rustling. A better-than-average western, Riders of Black River also featured Iris Meredith, Bob Nolan, Francis Sayles, and the Sons of the Pioneers who performed four cowboy songs.

			A more complicated look at justice was found in Paramount’s melodrama Our Leading Citizen about lawyer Lem Schofield (Bob Burns) caught between labor and management. The power-hungry industrialist J. T. Tapley (Gene Lockhart) runs his factory mill with an iron hand. When the workers go on strike, Tapley calls in scabs and has police attack the strikers. Schofield is against the strike but uses his legal skills to stop the scabs and bring down Tapley and his cronies. The sentimental melodrama brought up interesting ideas about socialism and Communism, but mostly skirted the issues and settled for emotional theatrics. Also in the Alfred Santell–directed movie were Joseph Allen, Elizabeth Patterson, Charles Bickford, and a young Susan Hayward.

			Thursday, August 24

			Two world leaders made pleas for peace in Europe. Roosevelt appealed to King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy “to formulate proposals for a pacific solution of the present crisis.” Pope Pius XII made a radio address to the entire world pleading for peace. “The danger is imminent, but there is yet time,” he said. “Nothing is lost with peace; all may be with war.” At the same time, Reichstag president Hermann Göring asked his friend Birger Dahlerus to go to London as an unofficial envoy and convince the British to enter negotiations as soon as possible. Over the next several days Dahlerus would shuttle back and forth between London and Berlin relaying “off the record” messages that differed greatly from the official statements.

			————

			Paramount’s B mystery Death of a Champion had some intriguing twists in the plot but the movie is most memorable for the enjoyable performances by Lynne Overman and young Donald O’Connor. The Champion of the title is a Great Dane show dog who turns up dead. Then one of the judges is found dead. Young Small Fry (O’Connor) has an idea of why Champion was poisoned and who might be behind it. He enlists the help of Oliver Quade (Overman), who follows the fairs as a pitchman and just happens to have a photographic memory. There are more murders and a few narrow escapes before the duo reveal the culprit behind the killings.

			A French screen version of Gustave Charpentier’s opera Louise opened in Paris with the American opera singer Grace Moore as the leading lady. She played the working-class Louise, who loves the struggling composer Julien (Georges Thill), but her narrow-minded parents object to the union. Moore had played the role in opera houses around the world and the film is a valuable archive of her performance. Louise opened in the States in 1940.

			Animation producer Walter Lantz introduced a new cartoon character in the short Life Begins for Andy Panda. In the jungle, gossip columnist Walter Finchell announces that Mr. and Mrs. Panda have a baby boy whom they have named Andy. In this first cartoon, young Andy is taught about life in the jungle as he experiences everything from nature to pygmies. Lanz went on to make over two dozen more Andy Panda cartoons for Universal in the 1940s.

			Friday, August 25

			Frantic moves on the part of Italy, Germany, France, and Great Britain were made today, some of them public announcements but others of a top-secret nature. What started the day’s activities was the announcement of a treaty that Britain and France signed with Poland promising military help if Germany attacked. Hitler already had made plans for the invasion of Poland for the next day but did not want war with Britain, so he summoned the British ambassador, Sir Neville Henderson, and talked to him about making a pact with Britain and limiting arms in the future. When the meeting did not go well, Hitler postponed the invasion of Poland. He then informed Mussolini that war with Poland was imminent. The Italian dictator sent a telegram to Hitler informing him that Italy would remain neutral in a war between Germany and Poland. During all this, the Swedish diplomat Birger Dahlerus kept trying to arrange a conference between Britain and Germany.

			In Coventry, England, five people were killed and seventy were injured by an IRA bomb explosion.

			In Paris, the Louvre Museum was closed to the public until further notice. The official announcement said the closure was for repairs, but in truth the staff was packing up some of the Louvre’s art treasures so that they could be transported to secret locations for safekeeping.

			————

			Gregory La Cava, who had directed the screwball comedy My Man Godfrey (1936), also directed RKO’s Fifth Avenue Girl, which was a variation on the earlier movie with Ginger Rogers in the William Powell role. Millionaire Timothy Borden (Walter Connolly) is not happy on his birthday, with union headaches; his wife, Martha (Verree Teasdale), running around with a playboy; and his grown children (Tim Holt and Kathryn Adams) paying no attention to him. When he sits on a bench at the zoo, he meets the charming out-of-work Mary Grey (Rogers) who agrees to go out to a nightclub with Tim to celebrate his birthday. Soon a platonic affair develops, Tim hiring Mary just so he has someone who enjoys going out with him. The family is suspicious of Mary at first but after a time she is solving their romantic problems and bringing the whole family together. While Fifth Avenue Girl does not have the craziness and top-flight performances of My Man Godfrey, it is still a fun romp. Rogers is delightfully droll for once, and Connolly, in one of his last roles, has never been better.

			Paramount’s Bing Crosby musical The Star Maker was a thinly disguised biography of Gus Edwards, a vaudeville songwriter, performer, and producer. Moviegoers in 1939 probably knew Edwards best as the presenter of “kiddie shows” on stage and in film shorts, although many of his songs were still-popular standards. The Star Maker did not do justice to the man or his accomplishments, but it afforded Crosby an opportunity to sing many old song favorites by Edwards and others. The rags-to-riches plot followed singer Larry Earl (Crosby) and his wife, Mary (Louise Campbell), who find fame putting kids on stage and climbing the showbiz ladder from third-rate vaudeville to Broadway. It is a routine tale but the musical numbers help one get through it.

			Quick Millions continued the 20th Century-Fox series of comedies featuring the Jones family. John Jones (Jed Prouty) and his wife (Spring Byington) get a telegram stating that John has been left an Arizona gold mine in his uncle’s will, so the whole family goes west with visions of wealth and happiness. They find the broken-down mine, which is being used by a gang of bank robbers as a hideout. When the youngest Jones finds a gold piece fallen off a watch, everyone thinks the mine is filled with gold and the complications start, at one point putting John in jail because he is suspected of being one of the gang members.

			Monogram’s B western Oklahoma Terror was supposedly based on historical fact, but that didn’t make it any better than a routine western. The corrupt Cartwright (Davison Clark) sells ranch land to settlers from the East then has his gang extort money or drive off the homesteaders, allowing Cartwright to resell the land. The former Union Army officer Jack Ridgely (Addison Randall) and his sidekick, Fuzzy Glass (Al St. John), come looking for the man who murdered Jack’s father and form a band of vigilantes to bring justice to the territory.

			Paramount’s B western was much better. Range War was one of the better Hopalong Cassidy films and, although the story was overly familiar, the characterizations and action scenes were top notch. “Hoppy” (William Boyd) and his sidekick, Lucky Jenkins (Russell Hayden), are helping the local ranchers avoid exorbitant tolls for their cattle to cross over railroad land by building a spur around the land. Paid by the railroad, Buck Collins (Willard Robertson) and his gang rob payroll coaches and destroy construction on the spur. So Hoppy disguises himself as a stagecoach robber, gets into the gang, and breaks up Collins’s activities.

			A commendable French film opened in Paris, but it would not appear in American movie houses for over a decade. Jeunes filles en détresse (Girls in Distress) was a drama about a group of teen girls in boarding school, most of whom have divorced parents. Jacqueline Presle (Micheline Presle) is often neglected by her career parents and arrives at the boarding school, where she befriends the other girls. Hearing of their separated parents, Jacqueline and the girls form a league against divorce called Lipcodipa. When Jacqueline’s parents announce they are divorcing, the Lipcodipa league goes into action. Directed by Georg Pabst, the film has some outstanding acting and several memorable scenes.

			Saturday, August 26

			Mussolini decided to change his position on war with Poland and sent Hitler a message expressing his desire to have Italy march side-by-side with Germany. The message also included a list of materials from Germany that Italy required to fight a war. The list was impossibly long, and Mussolini believed that his request would be denied, thereby getting out of a sticky situation with Hitler. Instead Germany immediately supplied Italy with everything on the list. At the same time, Germany announced to its citizens the rationing of shoes, textiles, and various food items in order to fund the country’s military.

			The first televised major league baseball game was broadcast on experimental station W2XBS (later WNBC-TV). An estimated three thousand viewers in various locations watched the Brooklyn Dodgers and the Cincinnati Reds split a doubleheader at Ebbets Field. The games were shot with three cameras and the commentator was Red Barber.

			————

			Although its title and cast suggested that Warner Brothers’ The Angels Wash Their Faces was a sequel to the studio’s successful Angels with Dirty Faces (1938), the new film was more a showcase for the popular Dead End Kids than a continuation of the earlier story. When Gabe Ryan (Frankie Thomas) is paroled from reform school, he moves to a new neighborhood with his sister Joy (Ann Sheridan) to make a new start. He falls in with the local punks (the Dead End Kids) and then gets into deeper trouble with adult criminals. The shenanigans of the Kids were given more focus than the plot, which included Ronald Reagan as the DA and such adult actors as Henry O’Neill, Berton Churchill, and Eduardo Ciannelli.

			A family series that didn’t take off was one that featured the Leslie family, who were introduced in Warner Brothers’ Everybody’s Hobby and then were never seen again. True to the title, every member of the Leslie family has a hobby. The patriarch, Tom Leslie (Henry O’Neill), is a news reporter, but his hobby is photography. The mother, Myra (Irene Rich), collects stamps; the son, Robert (Jackie Moran), is a short-wave radio hound; the daughter, Evelyn (Jean Sharon), is obsessed with her record collection; and Uncle Bert (Aldrich Bowker) stays at home doing statistics instead of getting a job. When father and son go on a camping trip, they get caught in a forest fire. Dad’s photos help determine who started the fire, and Robert’s radio transmissions save the day.

			Sunday, August 27

			In the FIFA World Cup soccer match in Warsaw, the Polish team beat the highly rated Hungarian “football” club 4–2. The event was a victorious day for Poland, and it later became famous as The Last Game. The day is still celebrated in Poland.

			Monday, August 28

			The border between Germany and France was closed.

			General Bernard Montgomery, who had fought in and was wounded during World War I, was today named the commander of Britain’s Third “Iron” Infantry Division. Often referred to as “Monty,” he later was put in charge of the British Eighth Army and was a major figure in the D-Day invasion.

			On Broadway, the era of the great musical revues came to an end with George White’s Scandals of 1939–1940, the last Scandals show. The up-and-coming stars included singers Ray Middleton and Ella Logan, tap dancer Ann Miller, and comics Ben Blue and the Three Stooges. From the old days came the comedy team of Willie and Eugene Howard. The sketches spoofed the World’s Fair, German-French relations with a French poodle and a German dachshund, and the latest invention, Tell-u-vision, which allowed one to look and see what was going on in the next room. The song hit from the show was “Are You Havin’ Any Fun?” The revue ran four months.

			————

			An aerial action film from Republic, Flight at Midnight had some fine acting and flying sequences. A small airport owned by Pop Hussey (Harland Briggs) is in need of repairs to the cost of $100,000 or it will be bought up by greedy speculators. The daredevil mail pilot Spinner McGee (Phil Regan) offers to raise the money, but he and Colonel Roscoe Turner (Roscoe Turner) come across some nasty competition on land and in the air. Turner was a famous flyer who played himself in a handful of films and served as stunt pilot in others. Also in the cast of Flight at Midnight were Jean Parker, Robert Armstrong, and Noah Beery Jr.

			The villain in Metropolitan’s spy melodrama Daughter of the Tong was a woman. This is probably the only interesting aspect to the low-budget B movie. The Chinese mob in San Francisco, known as the Tong, is run by the ruthless Carney (Evelyn Brent), called the Illustrious One by her minions. FBI agent Ralph Dixon (Grant Withers) goes undercover as a crook to find out who is running the Tong and is more than a little surprised when he finds out it is a seductive, slinky woman. There is more talk than action until the climactic car chase. Brent’s performance is the most intriguing in the film although there is absolutely nothing Asian about her.

			Tuesday, August 29

			Addressing the House of Commons, Neville Chamberlain informed the public that discussions with Germany were ongoing. But a more ominous note was sounded when he concluded, “The issue of peace or war is still undecided, and we still will hope, and still will work, for peace; but we will abate no jot of our resolution to hold fast to the line which we have laid down for ourselves.”

			Jozef Tiso declared martial law in Slovakia. New laws were announced ordering Slovaks to accept German currency and furnish food to the Nazi soldiers who were “here to protect our young state against the threatening Polish danger.”

			Poland prepared for war by sending three of its destroyers to Great Britain so they would not be sunk or captured in a German invasion. Rome prepared for upcoming hostilities by conducting two test blackouts.

			————

			No new Hollywood films opened, but a British comedy classic premiered in the States. Ask a Policeman was a merry farce from Gainsborough Pictures that greatly entertained nervous Brits when it opened in London in April. When it looks like a lack of criminal activity in the town of Turnbottom Round may lead to layoffs in the small police department, Police Sergeant Samuel Dudfoot (Will Hay) and his two constables, Jeremiah Harbottle (Moore Marriot) and Albert Brown (Graham Moffatt), decide to create a crime wave to secure their jobs. In the midst of trying to solve phony crimes, the inept trio run into real criminals in the form of dangerous smugglers. The plot was a variation on that in Oh, Mr. Porter! (1937) and it would serve decades later for The Boys in Blue (1982). Yet the combination of clever writing, expert comic acting, and a daffy tone provided by director Marcel Varnel make Ask a Policeman an all-around farcical feast.

			Wednesday, August 30

			While the Polish government ordered a partial mobilization and other European nations prepared for war, Japan was reorganizing its government. The Imperial Japanese Army general Nobuyuki Abe was named prime minister. His term lasted only four months, and during that time he tried to end the Sino-Japanese War and keep Japan out of a world war. On the same day, Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto was made commander-in-chief of the combined Japanese fleet. He would later engineer the attack on Pearl Harbor.

			————

			The only new entry was a B western from Columbia titled Konga, the Wild Stallion. There has long been a feud between horse rancher Yance Calhoun (Fred Stone) and wheat farmer Jordan Hadley (Robert Warwick), but that hasn’t stopped Calhoun’s son Steve (Richard Fiske) from falling in love with Hadley’s daughter Judith (Rochelle Hudson). When Calhoun’s stallion Konga breaks out of the corral and leads a stampede through Hadley’s wheat fields, Calhoun hears (wrongly) that Hadley has shot and killed Konga. In an altercation between the two men, Calhoun shoots Hadley in self-defense. It is up to Steve and Judith to fight for Calhoun’s pardon and end the feud.

			Thursday, August 31

			Great Britain made several moves in preparation of war. Among them was the mobilization of the Royal Navy and the calling up of all reserves in the army and Royal Air Force. There was an official order to evacuate civilians from cities and towns that were prime targets for enemy bombing. Most of the evacuees were schoolchildren. Over the next few days nearly three million people would be relocated.

			————

			The International Exposition on Treasure Island in San Francisco Bay served as the background for one of 20th Century-Fox’s best Charlie Chan movies, Charlie Chan at Treasure Island. The suicide of a famous novelist sets the plot in motion as Chan (Sidney Toler) and Number One Son Jimmy (Victor Sen Yung) attempt to expose a mysterious psychic at the Exposition named Dr. Zodiac, who blackmails his customers. Father and son learn that the writer’s death was not suicide but murder. They are helped (and possibly hurt) in their investigation by the magician Rhadini (Cesar Romero). Charlie Chan at Treasure Island boasts lively dialogue, solid acting, and first-class production values, all under the direction of Norman Foster.
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			September

			
				
					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	Nurse Edith Cavell

					1	The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

					1	The Women

					1	Hawaiian Nights (Honolulu, Hawaii)

					1	Tropic Fury

					1	The Under-Pup

					1	The Fighting Renegade

					2	Dick Tracy’s G-Men

					5	Golden Boy

					7	Stop, Look and Love (NYC)

					7	Hidden Power

					8	Blackmail

					8	Full Confession

					8	Desperate Trails

					9	The Rains Came (NYC)

					9	Nancy Drew and the Hidden Staircase

					12	Sky Patrol

					13	The Day the Bookies Wept (NYC)

					13	Outpost of the Mounties

					14	Jesse James (NYC)

					14	The Real Glory (NYC)

					14	Honeymoon in Bali (Wheeling, West Virginia)

					15	Babes in Arms (Houston, Texas)

					15	Thunder Afloat

					16	Dust Be My Destiny

					20	Calling All Marines

					21	Two Bright Boys (NYC)

					21	Parents on Trial

					21	Those High Grey Walls

					22	The Witness Vanishes

					22	The Light Ahead

					23	Espionage Agent (NYC)

					23	No Place to Go

					27	The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex

					29	Here I Am a Stranger

					29	Dancing Co-Ed

					29	Rio

					29	The Arizona Kid

				

			

		

		
			Friday, September 1

			Americans awoke to the news that Hitler had invaded Poland. While some people in the States were shocked, many political analysts foresaw the move but were still surprised at the audacity of how it was done. The night before, German soldiers dressed in Polish military uniforms staged a phony attack on some German installations on the Polish border. Hitler then declared war on Poland and justified the invasion as a defensive move. Within an hour, over a million Nazi ground troops crossed into Poland at several points on the border, the German Luftwaffe bombed Polish air fields, and Nazi warships attacked Polish naval bases on the Baltic Sea. Few were fooled by Hitler’s “defense” argument.

			Switzerland wasted no time in declaring its neutrality even as it named Henri Guisan as the head of the Swiss army. Also, American General George Marshall was sworn in as the United States Army Chief of Staff.

			In England, the last first-class cricket match was played. It would be six years before the games returned.

			————

			It was both timely and ironic that an antiwar movie from Hollywood opened on the same day that war broke out in Europe. RKO and British producer-director Herbert Wilcox’s bio-pic Nurse Edith Cavell was set during World War I, yet was not so much anti-German as a plea for pacifism. Cavell (Anna Neagle) is an English nurse who works in a hospital in German-occupied Belgium. When some British soldiers escape from a German prisoner-of-war camp, they are hidden by Cavell until she can get them safe passage to Holland. Soon she and other local women have set up a transport system to get refugee soldiers out of Belgium. Cavell helps 200 men escape before she is arrested and executed by the Germans. The movie is exceptional in the way it avoids sentimentality and refrains from becoming preachy, making the true story all the more powerful. Neagle is very skillful in her performance, avoiding saintliness, and she is given expert support by Edna May Oliver, George Sanders, May Robson, Zasu Pitts, Robert Coote, and H. B. Warner. Perhaps Americans did not want to see such a pacifist film because Nurse Edith Cavell did poor box office in the States. It was more popular in Great Britain and later was recognized as one of the best movie biographies of its era.

			Twentieth Century-Fox reunited Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce for The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes and had an even bigger hit than The Hound of the Baskervilles. Not based on any one Arthur Conan Doyle story but rather on the popular 1899 stage version, the movie was not faithful to the play but captured the spirit of the character. Fearing for her brother’s life, Ann Brandon (Ida Lupino) goes to Holmes for help but before he can act, the brother (Peter Willes) is murdered. The culprit is Professor Moriarty (George Zucco), who is planning to steal the crown jewels from the Tower of London, and he knows the murder will arouse Holmes’s interest. The sleuth is in top form as he solves the crime and saves the jewels, even disguising himself as a singer at a party to do so. Alfred L. Werker directed with gusto, and the film is filled with atmospheric sets and masterful acting. Rathbone’s Holmes is very polished and already the character fits him like a glove. Also in the skillful cast are Alan Marshal, Terry Kilburn, E. E. Clive, Mary Gordon, and Henry Stephenson. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes is considered the finest of the Rathbone/Holmes movies by many fans of the genre.

			The same may be said for MGM’s The Women when it comes to the genre of acerbic, bitchy comedy. Clare Boothe Luce’s 1936 Broadway play had a large all-female cast and was set in various “female” locations (powder rooms, beauty parlors, exercise classes, fashion stores) and women’s gatherings (bridge games, gossip sessions, visits to Reno). The play easily opened up for the screen and scriptwriters Anita Loos and Jane Murfin wisely made sure none of the 120 characters were men. Park Avenue wife and mother Mary Haines (Norma Shearer) is so happily married that it grates on her upper-class lady friends, so they are thrilled when word gets around town that Mary’s husband is cheating on her with the sexy salesgirl Crystal Allen (Joan Crawford). The friends make sure Mary finds out about the affair and she ends up in Reno getting a divorce with them. But Mary manages to topple Crystal, get her husband back, and learn to live without the advice of her so-called friends. George Cukor directed with a sharp, comic edge and the all-star cast turned in indelible performances. Rosalind Russell was hilarious as the most vicious of the gang, and there were wonderful turns by Mary Boland, Ruth Hussey, Marjorie Main, Lucile Watson, Paulette Goddard, Joan Fontaine, Phyllis Povah, and Virginia Weidler. The Women was a big hit with the press and the public and remains one of Hollywood’s most stinging comedies about high-society females.

			Walt Disney managed to get even more stars into the eight-minute cartoon The Autograph Hound than there were in The Women. Of course they were animated and voiced by clever impersonators at the studio but in some ways that made it all the more fun. Donald Duck (voice of Clarence Nash) sneaks past a studio security guard (Billy Betcher) in order to get autographs from the movie stars on the lot. He manages to get quite a few before the guard finds him out. But by that time the stars have recognized Donald and are beseeching him for his autograph. The twenty-four stars ranged from Greta Garbo and Eddie Cantor to Shirley Temple and Groucho Marx. Since no actual stars were under contract to the Disney studio, the animators had free rein and didn’t have to limit the roster to names from any one studio. It is interesting how popular Donald Duck was by the late 1930s, eclipsing Mickey Mouse in fan mail and box office appeal. Although Donald was first featured in a Disney cartoon as recently as 1936, during the year 1939 he was starred in eight shorts. Mickey was featured in only two.

			Universal premiered two “tropical” movies, one opening in Honolulu, Hawaii, and the other in Hollywood. The musical Hawaiian Nights was the Honolulu opening, and it was so lackluster that it may as well have opened in Alaska. New Yorker Ted Hartley (Johnny Downs) has forsaken the family hotel business and started his own swing band. His father (Thurston Hall) is furious that a Hartley has taken up such a frivolous vocation, so he sends his son to Honolulu to run one of the family’s hotels. But once in Hawaii, Ted finds a band in every hotel and pursues his music career as well as the pretty Millie (Mary Carlisle). Frank Loesser and Matty Malneck wrote the four forgettable songs and the cast also featured Constance Moore, Eddie Quillan, Etienne Giradot, and Samuel S. Hinds.

			Universal’s second tropical movie was far from a musical comedy. Tropic Fury was an overheated melodrama with more than a touch of jungle fever. An American rubber plantation in the Amazon rainforest has been suspected of using slave labor, so undercover investigator Dan Burton (Richard Arlen) and his assistant Tiny Andrews (Andy Devine) travel south and find dreadful working conditions, brutal overseers, and a missing professor (Charles Trowbridge) who has been tortured into a state of insanity. Burton falls in love with the professor’s daughter and reports the atrocities to the authorities.

			Universal’s singing star Deanna Durbin was almost out of her teens in 1939 so the studio was looking for a younger ingenue with wholesome charm and musical clout. They found her in thirteen-year-old Gloria Jean who was introduced in the musical The Under-Pup. She played tough Pip-Emma Binns from the slums, who wins a stay at an exclusive girls’ camp. Of course she is shunned by the snobby rich girls but, after a few songs and some streetwise determination, Pip-Emma wins over the other campers and their parents. Gloria Jean was not the next Durbin but she was featured in some two dozen subsequent movies and still has her fans.

			Victory Pictures’ B western The Fighting Renegade was another feature starring Tim McCoy as “Lightning” Bill Carson. This one had an intriguing plot that mixed the mystery and the western genres. Six years after her archeologist father was killed in an expedition into the Mexican badlands, Marian Willis (Joyce Bryant) returns to the site with her uncle’s diary (written in Aztec!) and the Mexican guide El Puma. Bandits believe the diary tells where hidden treasure lies, so they kidnap Marian. El Puma turns out to be Bill Carson (McCoy), who was wrongly accused of the archeologist’s murder and is now out to clear his name. The dialogue and the characters were rarely as interesting as the story and McCoy’s clichéd El Puma caricature is difficult to watch today.

			Saturday, September 2

			Poland, which had been under a “state of emergency,” upgraded its status to a “state of war.” Ireland declared its neutrality in the German-Poland conflict but at the same time declared a state of emergency.

			One of the first activities once German troops crossed into Poland was to establish the Stutthof prison camp near the former territory of Danzig. In January 1942 it would be redesignated as a concentration camp.

			————

			Republic’s new serial, the fifteen-episode Dick Tracy’s G-Men, featured Ralph Byrd as the stolid title hero. Tracy’s nemesis Nicolas Zarnoff (Irving Pichel) has been executed in prison, but he took a secret drug before dying that allowed him to return to life and continue his criminal activities. Tracy’s job is to find and stop Zarnoff before he can gather up his old gang members. Fans of the comics’ Dick Tracy may have been dismayed at the lack of accuracy in the series, such as turning police detective Tracy into a federal G-Man, but once one accepted the various changes the episodes were quite thrilling. Republic spent a lot on Dick Tracy’s G-Men and it shows in the fine production values and commendable cast.

			Sunday, September 3

			World War II officially began. At nine o’clock in the morning, Britain gave Germany a deadline of eleven o’clock to announce that it was withdrawing its troops from Poland or else a state of war would exist between the United Kingdom and Germany. The deadline passed with no response, so at eleven-fifteen, Chamberlain announced on BBC-Radio that Britain and Germany were at war. At noon, France gave Hitler a similar ultimatum with a five o’clock deadline. When no reply came from Germany, France declared it was at war with Nazi Germany.

			At six o’clock that evening, King George VI addressed the British Empire by radio, announcing that “for the second time in the lives of most of us we are at war. Over and over again we have tried to find a peaceful way out of the differences between ourselves and those who are now our enemies. But it has been in vain.” Later that day, Australian prime minister Robert Menzies made a radio address announcing that the country was at war with Germany.

			The first naval attack of the war came as the Nazi submarine U-30 torpedoed and sunk the British passenger ship SS Athenia traveling from Liverpool to Canada with 1,103 passengers and crew, including about 500 Jewish refugees. Several ships came to the rescue but 128 died, some two dozen of them Americans.

			On FDR’s Fireside Chat on the radio that night, he urged neutrality, stating, “I hope the United States will keep out of this war. I believe that it will. And I give you assurance and reassurance that every effort of your government will be directed toward that end.”

			Monday, September 4

			The Netherlands and Belgium each declared their neutrality.

			Governor-General Lord Galway of New Zealand signed the country’s declaration of war with Germany today but backdated the declaration to September 3 so it would match the time that Chamberlain declared war.

			In London, Winston Churchill joined the war cabinet as First Lord of the Admiralty, the same position he had at the outbreak of World War I.

			The Royal Air Force conducted a bombing raid on German warships docked at Wilhelmshaven and Brunsbüttel, the first aerial attack of the war and an unsuccessful one. Only one German cruiser was damaged and seven RAF bombers were shot down, mostly from anti-aircraft fire.

			In the States it was Labor Day and also the final day of the tennis championships known as the U.S. Open in Forest Hills, New York. Bobby Riggs won the Men’s Singles and Alice Marble won the Women’s Singles. The Men’s Doubles was won by John Bromwich and Adrian Quist while the Women’s Doubles was won by Marble and Sarah Palfrey Cooke. Marble also won the Mixed Doubles with Harry Hopman.

			Tuesday, September 5

			The British steamer SS Bosnia became the first British freighter lost in the war when it was sunk by German submarine U-47.

			The NBC-Radio comedy series Fibber McGee and Molly began its fourth season. The program, featuring husband and wife actors Jim and Marian Jordan as the title couple, was the third-highest-rated show of 1939. It continued on the air until 1959.

			————

			Although Columbia gave Clifford Odets’s 1937 play a happy Hollywood ending, there is much to admire in the taut boxing drama Golden Boy. Much against the wishes of his father (Lee J. Cobb), Joe Bonaparte (William Holden) knows the way out of the slums is not as a violinist but as a boxer, and his career soars for a time under the shrewd supervision of Tom Moody (Adolphe Menjou). Joe falls in love with Moody’s girl, Lorna Moon (Barbara Stanwyck), who encourages him to pursue boxing even when gangsters try to manipulate his career. When Joe accidentally kills a man in the ring, he breaks his hand—and his spirit—and he goes off with Lorna to start a new life. In the Broadway play, Joe and Lorna die in a car crash so Odets’s tale lost much of its point. But the acting in the movie is so powerful and Rouben Mamoulian’s direction so skillful that Golden Boy ended up being one of the great boxing films. Columbia wanted John Garfield to play Joe but Stanwyck insisted on the unknown newcomer Holden, who had only had bit parts in two previous movies. Golden Boy made Holden a screen star.

			Wednesday, September 6

			The German army reached and occupied the ancient Polish city of Kraków even as Polish forces were able to keep the Germans out of Piotrków Trybunalski. Germany also made its first air attacks on Great Britain.

			The nation of South Africa declared war on Germany.

			————

			The only release was a Robert Benchley comedy short from MGM titled The Day of Rest. As he sits in a lawn chair in his backyard, Benchley explains how to make sure Sunday is a day of rest for the average man. Of course all his plans for sleeping late, puttering in the garden, and playing a game of badminton are disrupted by the maid, his kids, and a stubborn tree root. A combination of dry humor and physical comedy, The Day of Rest is one of the best Benchley shorts.

			Thursday, September 7

			In its only offensive move of the war, French troops invaded Saarland in Germany and met with light German defenses. Called the Saar Offensive, it only lasted fourteen days. All subsequent French fighting would be defensive.

			————

			A domestic comedy from 20th Century-Fox titled Stop, Look and Love was an unpretentious little film that managed to charm despite the lack of stars. Louise Haller (Jean Rogers) loses every beau she dates because of her obnoxious mother (Minna Gombell), who drives them away with talk of marriage, expensive gifts, and the life of luxury that her daughter deserves. When Louise meets architect Dick Grant (Robert Kellard) at the movies and they fall in love, she does everything she can to keep him from meeting her mother. When Dick comes to the house one night to pick up Louise, Mrs. Haller bombards him with her usual demands and Louise is so embarrassed that she breaks off the relationship. It takes Louise’s no-nonsense father (William Demarest) to set things right.

			An independent movie distributed by Columbia, Hidden Power was a domestic melodrama with some laudable performances. The research chemist Dr. Stephen Garfield (Jack Holt) is so preoccupied with his experiments on treating burns that he neglects his social-climbing wife, Virginia (Gertrude Michael), and their son, Steve Jr. (Dickie Moore). One of his lab tests produces a highly flammable substance that explodes, burning down the factory. Two board members want to buy Garfield’s formula to produce powerful bombs, but he is hesitant, even though his wife demands that he sell it so they can be rich. When he refuses, Virginia takes Steve Jr. and moves out. Mother and son are in a car crash, Virginia dies, and Steve Jr. is badly burned. Garfield uses his experimental process on the boy’s burns; he recovers, and father and son start a new life together.

			Friday, September 8

			German troops reached the suburbs of Warsaw, Poland, and the siege of the capital city began.

			While still insisting on neutrality, Roosevelt today declared a “limited national emergency” and ordered increases in the enlisted strength of the U.S. Army, Navy, and National Guard. Also, FDR allocated $500,000 to help bring home American citizens stranded in war zones in Europe.

			————

			Edward G. Robinson was the formidable star of MGM’s crime thriller Blackmail. He played the oil-field fire fighter John Ingram who has a wife (Ruth Hussey) and son (Bobs Watson) and is well respected by the company and the community. But Ingram has a past: he escaped from a chain gang in the South nine years ago. The psychopathic William Ramey (Gene Lockhart), who knew Ingram in those days and set him up to take the rap for his own crime, has traced Ingram and blackmails him. Ingram pays him but Ramey double crosses Ingram and he is soon back on the chain gang. When he finds out that Ramey is bleeding his family dry, Ingram escapes again and, in the dramatic climax during an oil well fire, gets a full confession out of Ramey. Robinson, playing against type, is excellent and Lockhart is a mesmerizing villain. H. C. Potter was the astute director of Blackmail, a movie in which the explosive character scenes are matched by the action scenes.

			Another innocent man is suspected of a crime in RKO’s Full Confession, a B melodrama with an A cast. Thinking he has a fatal disease, Pat McGinnis (Victor McLaglen) confesses to the priest Fr. Loma (Joseph Calleia) that he murdered a man. Circumstantial evidence has condemned Michael O’Keefe (Barry Fitzgerald) to the electric chair for the crime. When McGinnis recovers from the illness and falls in love with Molly Sullivan (Sally Eilers), he won’t tell the police the truth and Fr. Loma, bound by the confidential nature of the confessional, cannot turn McGinnis in. But he eventually convinces McGinnis to save O’Keefe’s life by going to the authorities. A very similar story would be told in Thou Shalt Not Kill (1939) and Alfred Hitchcock’s I Confess (1953).

			Universal’s B western Desperate Trails focused on two villains, banker Melenkthy Culp (Clarence Wilson) and outlaw Big Bill Tanner (Russell Simpson), who take mortgages out on properties they don’t own. When Judith Lantry (Frances Robinson) returns from the East to her ranch run by her cousin Willie Strong (Fuzzy Knight), the two crooks fear she will find out about the money they have made off her property and her cattle. They hire the thug Ortega (Charles Stevens) to kill her but Steve Hayden (Johnny Mack Brown), an undercover agent posing as a ranch hand, catches the villains red-handed and saves Judith’s life and ranch.

			A comedy classic from Czechoslovakia titled Kristian (Christian) opened in Prague but would not be discovered by the rest of the world until the next century. The hen-pecked travel agent Alois Novák (Oldrich Novy) leads a hum-drum life, but once a month he sneaks out of the house and becomes the dashing playboy Mr. Christian at the Orient Bar, where he is the life of the party. When he falls for the exciting Zuzana (Adina Mandlová), his double life is threatened and Alois has to pretend to be his brother in order to keep up the deception. The wry comedy by director Martin Fric did not receive its premiere outside of the Czech Republic until 2009.

			Saturday, September 9

			The Canadian Parliament approved Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King’s decision to declare war on Germany.

			At the annual pageant in Atlantic City, Patricia Donnelly of Michigan was crowned Miss America of 1939.

			The Glenn Miller Orchestra recording of “Over the Rainbow,” with vocals by Ray Eberle, climbed to the top of the American pop charts as compiled by the radio program Your Hit Parade.

			Movie patrons in Riverside, California, going to see the double bill of Hawaiian Nights and Beau Geste were given quite a surprise from the management. After Hawaiian Nights was shown, it was announced that instead of Beau Geste, the second feature was a sneak preview of a major new Hollywood movie. The audience was the first to see Gone with the Wind.

			————

			The Rains Came was 20th Century-Fox’s adventure film that offered the most spectacular special effects of the year. Based on the novel by Louis Bromfield, the movie is set in the province of Ranchipur in India, which is ruled by the Maharajah (H. B. Warner). The British Lord Esketh (Nigel Bruce) travels to Ranchipur with his wife, Lady Edwina (Myrna Loy), because he wants to buy some of the Maharajah’s horses. Edwina is reunited with a past lover, the carefree Tom Ransome (George Brent), but she is more attracted to the Indian doctor Rama Stafti (Tyrone Power), who is in line for the Maharajah’s throne. Stafti is too dedicated to helping the poor and sick of Ranchipur and resists Edwina’s romantic advances. When the rainy season and an earthquake suddenly descend on the region, most of the buildings and houses are destroyed and many people perish, including Lord Esketh and the Maharajah. Then the plague breaks out and Edwina assists Stafti in treating the many victims. The two fall into a deeper, more real love, but Edwina catches the disease and dies, leaving Stafti to rule the province and improve the plight of the people. The acting by the large cast (which also included Maria Ouspenskaya, Brenda Joyce, Joseph Schildkraut, Mary Nash, Jane Darwell, Marjorie Rambeau, and Henry Travers) is commendable if one can get over the Western actors made up to look Indian. The most memorable moments in The Rains Came are the amazing depictions of the flood and earthquake, prompting the Academy to give an Oscar for the first time for Special Effects. Clarence Brown directed the movie, the most expensive and ambitious in Fox’s history.

			In her third 1939 outing as teen detective Nancy Drew, Bonita Granville had her hands full in Warner Brothers’ Nancy Drew and the Hidden Staircase. The premise for this adventure was a cockeyed will that states that one of the spinster Turnbull sisters, either Rosemary (Vera Lewis) or Floretta (Louise Carter), must remain in the old mansion every night for twenty years before they can sell the house. It seems someone wants to frighten the old ladies away because strange occurrences are going on. When their chauffeur is murdered, Nancy and her boyfriend of sorts Ted Nickerson (Frankie Thomas) begin to investigate, resulting in plenty of chills before the case is solved. In the opinion of many, this is the best Nancy Drew film. It was also the last produced by Warner Brothers. The teenage sleuth returned years later with different actresses and other studios.

			Sunday, September 10

			The British submarine HMS Oxley was cruising off the coast of Norway when it was mistaken by the Royal Navy for an enemy vessel and sunk by the HMS Triton. Only two sailors survived.

			Wilhelm Fritz von Roettig became the first German general to die in World War II when his unit was ambushed by Polish troops near Opoczno.

			Another notable death was that of pioneer film composer Hugo Riesenfeld. The Austrian-born conductor and composer wrote symphonic scores for such silent classics as The Miracle Man (1919), The Ten Commandments (1923), The Hunchback of Notre Dame (1923), Sunrise (1927), and The King of Kings (1927). Riesenfeld continued to write film scores for the talkies and was actively composing for movies up until his death at the age of sixty.

			Monday, September 11

			Iraq and Saudi Arabia each officially declared war on Germany.

			On the U.S. airwaves, Lux Radio Theatre began its sixth season with an abridged version of The Awful Truth starring Cary Grant and Claudette Colbert. The popular anthology program remained on the air until 1955.

			————

			The only release was a French drama titled La fin du jour (The End of the Day) which had opened in Paris in March and was highly praised. American moviegoers and critics agreed. In a retirement home for penniless actors and actresses, the residents bore each other with stories about their days on the stage. Things liven up when the celebrated actor Raphael Saint-Clair (Louis Jouvet) moves in, not only because he is still full of life but several of his ex-lovers are in residence. But it turns out even the Don Juan–like Saint Clair is afraid of getting old and dying. Petty rivalries and complaints are put aside when one resident dies and the funeral is an opportunity for all to reflect on how short even a long life is. The film is beautifully directed by Julien Duvivier, who also cowrote the screenplay, and the ensemble acting by Jouvet, Michel Simon, Madeleine Ozeray, Victor Francen, and company is outstanding.

			Tuesday, September 12

			One dozen days after the start of the war, both sides were making laws to raise extra money and supplies. Germany issued two decrees that put an end to private automobile use. As of September 20, special permits would be required to buy gasoline. Also, every privately owned rubber tire in the country was now declared property of the state. Canada introduced its first war budget. Minister of National Revenue James Lorimer Ilsley announced a new 20 percent surtax on personal income to pay for the war as well as tax increases on alcohol, tea, coffee, and cigarettes.

			In France, the Anglo-French Supreme War Council met for the first time in Abbeville to determine military strategies.

			————

			The only Hollywood movie to premiere was the latest adventure of Tailspin Tommy (John Trent) in Monogram’s action film Sky Patrol. Tommy and his sidekick, Skeeter Milligan (Milburn Stone), are training young recruits for the U.S. Army’s flying unit called Sky Patrol. Their primary concern is seeking out smugglers on coastal waters or in the interior. The colonel’s son, Carter Meade (Jackie Coogan), is a timid flyer, and when he encounters a suspicious amphibious plane, he is shot down. It is Tommy and Skeeter’s mission to locate Meade, rescue him, and bring the smugglers to justice.

			A noteworthy foreign film debuted. The Russian drama Vlyudyakh (On His Own) was the second part of a trilogy based on writer Maxim Gorky’s autobiography. The poor youth Aleksei Peshkov (Aleksei Lyarsky) is little better than a serf as he works for a wealthy family who treat him cruelly. The only joy in his life is reading, so when he loses his job Aleksei reads aloud to the monks as they make religious icons. By the end of the movie Aleksei has decided he wants to be a writer. Delicately filmed and acted, Vlyudyakh (literally Apprenticeship) was given a limited release in the States but did not find acclaim until years later.

			Wednesday, September 13

			The French mine-laying cruiser Pluton was placing mines in the sea outside of the port of Casablanca when one accidentally was detonated, sinking the ship and killing 186 crew members. And the British steam trawler Davara was sunk by the German submarine U-27 off the coast of Ireland.

			Aeronautics inventor Igor Sikorsky made a test flight of the Vought-Sikorsky VS-300, the first practical helicopter, which he had designed and built. He later modified the design and the Sikorsky R-4 became the first mass-produced helicopter.

			Baseballer Early Wynn made his major league debut for the Washington Senators, pitching a 4–2 complete game loss against the Chicago White Sox.

			In broadcasting news, Conrad Binyon joined the cast of the long-running radio soap opera One Man’s Family in today’s episode. He played the grandson Hank, a role he performed until 1950. One Man’s Family ran from 1932 to 1959, one of the longest series in radio history.

			————

			Stage and radio comic Joe Penner was featured in RKO’s farce The Day the Bookies Wept, and one’s appreciation of the film depended on one’s tolerance for Penner. He played Ernie Ambrose, one of a group of taxi drivers at the Colonel Cab Company who are always losing money on the horse races. Fellow driver Ramsey Firpo (Richard Lane) gets the idea that the cabbies should pool their money and buy a race horse because the owners always make money. Firpo’s sister—and Ernie’s sweetheart—Ina (Betty Grable) tries to discourage both men from getting involved with horses, but they go to Kentucky anyway and purchase the broken-down nag Hiccup from the con man Colonel March (Thurston Hall). When they see Hiccup chase a beer wagon they are encouraged that they have a winner, but in reality Hiccup only runs when tempted by beer. Once the cabbies realize this, they end up with a winner indeed.

			Several western clichés were used in Columbia’s Canadian adventure film Outpost of the Mounties. The crooked owners of the Caribou Trading Company are cheating the miners and traders who rely on them for supplies. When one of the owners is murdered, the Mounties are called in and Sergeant Neal Crawford (Charles Starrett) investigates. There is plenty of action but still enough time for five songs sung by the Sons of the Pioneers and for a romantic subplot with Norma Daniels (Iris Meredith), the suspect’s sister.

			Thursday, September 14

			When the German submarine U-39 fired its torpedoes at the British aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal off Rockall Bank, they fell short of their target. Three British destroyers in the vicinity hunted down U-39 and destroyed it with depth charges, rescuing all the crew. It was the first Nazi U-boat to be sunk in World War II.

			————

			The biographical Jesse James was a first-class western that 20th Century-Fox came up with, although the screenplay was far from historically accurate. The James brothers, Jesse (Tyrone Power) and Frank (Henry Fonda), turn outlaw after their farm is taken away and their mother is killed by a bomb thrown by a railroad agent. The brothers take vengeance by robbing banks and trains, becoming folk heroes to the oppressed people and labeled wanted outlaws by the authorities. The movie romanticizes the James’s lives of crime and the film ends with Jesse being shot in the back by his old friend Bob Ford (John Carradine) because the reward money was so tempting. The exceptional cast also included Nancy Kelly, Randolph Scott, Slim Summerville, Brian Donlevy, Henry Hull, Jane Darwell, and others. As biography, Jesse James is a shambles, but as an exciting western it is very pleasing. It was filmed in the new Technicolor; The Wizard of Oz and Gone with the Wind were the only other 1939 releases to use that color process.

			A superior adventure movie opened in New York: the Sam Goldwyn production The Real Glory, which was released through United Artists. It was the first (and still one of the very few) films to deal with the Filipino-American War at the turn of the century. In 1906 the American troops are leaving the Philippines and five U.S. Army officers are ordered to remain and organize the locals into a force to deal with the Muslim Moros tribes. The action that follows is more fiction than history, but the movie is so well acted and the action scenes so compelling that The Real Glory is very potent. Gary Cooper was the standout in the large cast, playing the courageous but unconventional Lieutenant Doc Canavan. Among the other accomplished players were Reginald Owen, Broderick Crawford, Andrea Leeds, Kay Johnson, Vladimir Sokoloff, Russell Hicks, and David Niven (who is difficult to believe as an American). Henry Hathaway was the expert director.

			For some unexplained reason, Paramount chose to premiere its romantic comedy Honeymoon in Bali, which takes place in Manhattan and on the island of Bali, in Wheeling, West Virginia. There are not many surprises in the lightweight film, but the actors are charming and the result is unpretentious fun. American Bill Burnett (Fred MacMurray) lives in Bali and takes a trip to New York where he is smitten with Gail Allen (Madeleine Carroll), a career woman who runs her own shop on Fifth Avenue. When he asks her to marry him and return with him to Bali, she refuses. Prodded by the philosophical window washer Tony (Akim Tamiroff) and the little girl Rosie (Carolyn Lee), Gail realizes she loves Bill and goes to Bali to tell him. But he is engaged to wed Noel Van Ness (Osa Massen), so the happy ending is slightly delayed. Also on hand to add flavor to the tale were Helen Broderick, Allan Jones, and Astrid Allwyn.

			Friday, September 15

			Aviation pioneer Charles Lindbergh, still seen as a hero in America’s eyes, made a nationwide radio broadcast in favor of American isolationism. “We must not permit our sentiment, our pity, or our personal feelings of sympathy, to obscure the issue, to affect our children’s lives,” he said. “America has little to gain by taking part in another European war.” Within a year, Lindbergh’s popularity dwindled when his pro-German and anti-Jewish sentiments came out in his public speeches as part of the America First movement.

			————

			The youthful and tuneful film Babes in Arms is considered the granddaddy of all “let’s put on a show!” movie musicals. Although it has often been imitated and parodied, the movie was considered refreshingly original in its day. The story had first appeared as a surprise hit musical on Broadway in 1937. It boasted more song standards than any other Richard Rodgers (music) and Lorenz Hart (lyrics) musical, including “My Funny Valentine,” “The Lady Is a Tramp,” “Johnny One-Note,” “I Wish I Were in Love Again,” “Where or When,” and the marching title number. Surprisingly, only the last two songs were retained for the MGM screen version. The plot centered on a group of teenagers, the children of out-of-work vaudevillians during the Depression. Led by the young songwriter Mickey Moran (Mickey Rooney) and his adoring sweetheart, Patsy Barton (Judy Garland), the pack of “babes in arms” plan to put on a show to raise money and save their parents and themselves. Hollywood child star Rosalie Essex (June Preisser), patterned after Shirley Temple, arrives on the scene and comes between the two teen lovers. The plot culminated in a big musical revue put on by the kids and the “let’s put a show on!” film musical was born. It was the first teaming of Rooney and Garland and they totally charmed Depression-era audiences. The two teenage stars would go on to appear in ten other films together. The movie’s score also included a few new numbers and some old favorites. Babes in Arms was the first musical produced by Arthur Freed and the beginning of the studio’s historic Freed Unit. It was also director-choreographer Busby Berkeley’s first movie at MGM and the musical numbers are still fresh and creative when seen today. Almost everything in Babes in Arms is now cliché, yet the movie is still very enjoyable.

			MGM’s other entry that day was the World War I drama Thunder Afloat, which was not scheduled for release until October. But once war broke out in Europe, the studio rushed the movie into theatres. When a German U-boat sinks the tugboat captained by the old salt John Thorson (Wallace Beery), he swears vengeance and joins the U.S. Navy. There he comes face to face with his former competitor Rocky Blake (Chester Morris), who cautions him that the navy is no place for Thorson’s hot-tempered ways. Regardless, Thorson commandeers a sub chaser without permission and goes out hunting for U-boats. The act gets Thorson court-martialed and only by working with Blake on a daring rescue mission does he get back in favor with the navy. Virginia Grey played Thorson’s daughter Susan, who was also Rocky’s love interest.        
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					SEPTEMBER 15—MICKEY AND JUDY PUT ON A SHOW! Juvenile singer-actor-dancer Mickey Rooney was the top male box office star of the 1930s (Shirley Temple was the most popular female star of that decade) and a new facet to his career began when he was teamed with Judy Garland for the first time in Babes in Arms. The teen musical film introduced a new genre in Hollywood: kids putting on a big musical show. MGM / Photofest © MGM

				

			

			The British film musical Discoveries was released in the States and was pretty much ignored. But in Great Britain it was notable because the movie introduced the hymn-like song “There’ll Always Be an England.” A popular radio show in the UK was Carroll Levis’s Discoveries, in which he introduced new talent to the public. The movie has a thin plot about various people trying to get on the show and much of the screen-time is devoted to the various acts. But when the boy soprano Gyn Davies came on the air and sang “There’ll Always Be an England,” the moment was unforgettable. A later recording by Vera Lynn became one of the most beloved records in Great Britain throughout the war.

			Saturday, September 16

			The British trawler Rudyard Kipling was sunk about 100 miles off the west coast of Ireland by the Nazi submarine U-27. The Germans took the crew on board, provided them with food and warm clothes, and towed their lifeboats to within five miles of land before setting them free.

			————

			By this time, John Garfield was an established enough star that Warner Brothers’ Dust Be My Destiny was regarded as a John Garfield movie. He played wrongly convicted Joe Bell, who is paroled out of prison only to be double crossed and sentenced to a prison farm. Joe doesn’t get along with the yard boss, Charlie Garrett (Stanley Ridges), but he falls in love with his stepdaughter, Mabel (Priscilla Lane). During an argument between father and stepdaughter, Garrett dies of a heart attack. Certain that he will be suspected of murder, Joe and Mabel go on the lam. In Robert Rossen’s screenplay they are hunted down by the police and killed, but the studio was nervous about the tragic ending and reshot the end of the film so that the lovers lived and prospered. Dust Be My Destiny is worth watching for Garfield, who is at his best playing the outcast anti-hero.

			Warner Brothers released the live-action comedy short Slapsie Maxie’s starring comic character actor Maxie Rosenbloom. Slapsie Maxie (Rosenbloom) runs a nightclub patronized by sports celebrities. When the boxing champ Tiger Dorsey (Frank Faylen) is in the club one night, the waiter Johnny (Johnny Davis) accidentally knocks Tiger out cold. Slapsie sets up a rematch and sells a lot of tickets, but Johnny is frightened. By the night of the bout, there is so much cheating on both sides that the match becomes a farce.

			Sunday, September 17

			The war in Europe got more complicated when Soviet troops crossed the eastern border into Poland. The Polish president and prime minister fled to Romania, and 217,000 Poles were taken prisoner.

			German submarine U-29 torpedoed and sank the British aircraft carrier HMS Courageous off the coast of Ireland and 519 crew members died. It was the first British warship to be sunk by Nazi Germany in World War II.

			Monday, September 18

			Today was the first of many propaganda radio broadcasts from Berlin that American-born William Joyce made in English for British listeners, urging Great Britain to surrender to the superior Germany. The British jeered Joyce and nicknamed him Lord Haw-Haw, although it is estimated that over six million Brits listened to his program regularly. After the war, Joyce was found guilty of high treason and hanged.

			The acclaimed Polish writer, philosopher, and painter Stanisław Ignacy Witkiewicz committed suicide in Jeziory, Poland, as German troops overran his country. He was only fifty-four years old. At the time of his death, Witkiewicz was known primarily in his native land. After the war, his writings and paintings were discovered by the rest of the world and he is today considered one of the most important figures in Polish culture.

			On Broadway, a revival of the gritty World War I play Journey’s End by R. C. Sheriff opened. The British drama was a grim reminder of the horrors of war and not what New York theatregoers wanted to see. The production folded in two weeks.

			Tuesday, September 19

			British military forces arrived in France to prepare for the invasion of Germany. Hitler entered the former Free City of Danzig and used the opportunity to give a speech denouncing the Polish government. He also warned Great Britain that even if the war lasted for years, Germany would not give in to the British.

			————

			The Chinese film Gu Dao Tian Tang premiered in British Hong Kong under the English title Orphan Island Paradise. Life in the backstreets of Shanghai is filled with various characters, good and bad, but when the Japanese invade, the neighborhood is filled with spies and criminals. A group of young nationalists fight the enemy, going so far as breaking into nightclubs and gunning down the known culprits. When later released worldwide, the movie went under different titles, including Heaven under Occupation and An Isolated Heaven.

			Wednesday, September 20

			The German submarine U-27 was destroyed by depth charges from three British destroyers in waters west of Scotland. All thirty-eight German crew members were rescued and put in prison camps for the duration of the war.

			In Detroit’s Briggs Stadium, prizefighter Joe Louis retained the world heavyweight boxing title when he knocked out Bob Pastor in the eleventh round.

			————

			Republic provided the only new entry with the crime film Calling All Marines. Mobster Big Joe Kelly (Cy Kendall) can sell a set of military plans to spies for a lot of money, but he can’t get his hands on them. So he orders gang member Blackie Cross (Donald Barry) to enlist in the Marines with a fake name and steal the plans from Colonel C. B. Vincent (Selmer Jackson). Fellow marine, Sergeant Marvin Fox (Robert Kent), catches Blackie trying to break into the colonel’s office and their fist fight gets them in trouble. But when Blackie saves Fox from a burning ship, the two become friends. Blackie uses a torpedo to wipe out some of Kelly’s gang and the rest are captured. There was also a romance between Blackie and Fox’s sister Judy (Helen Mack).

			Thursday, September 21

			Reinhard Heydrich, the Nazi leader who would be in charge of the “final solution,” met with police and security officials in Berlin about the transporting in freight trains of all Jews in Germany to ghettos and camps in Poland.

			In Bucharest, Armand Caˇlinescu, the prime minister of Romania, was assassinated by the Iron Guard, an extremist right-wing movement.

			In Roosevelt’s speech to Congress, he stated that the United States should amend its Neutrality Acts to allow countries fighting Germany to purchase American arms. The current laws, he argued, gave passive “aid to an aggressor” while denying help to victimized nations.

			The entire day’s broadcast by WJSV Radio in Washington, DC, was recorded and placed in the National Archives for future historians.

			————

			Freddie Bartholomew and Jackie Cooper, two of Hollywood’s top boy actors, were featured in Universal’s melodrama Two Bright Boys. Widow Kathleen O’Donnell (Dorothy Peterson) and her son Rory (Cooper) will lose their Texas farm unless they can extract the oil under the property. The Englishman Hillary Harrington (Melville Cooper) and his son David (Bartholomew) come to the region and are framed by oil baron Bill Hallitt (Alan Dinehart) into befriending the O’Donnells and stealing the deed to their farm. The boys become fast friends and Hillary courts Kathleen, but all four have to outwit Hallitt and his schemes in order to have a happy ending. The drama is well acted and the oil well explosion scene is quite impressive.

			Juveniles were also the focus of Columbia’s melodrama Parents on Trial, this time played by teenagers Jean Parker and Johnny Downs. Boarding school student Susan Westley (Parker) is under the thumb of her strict father (Henry Kolker) every time she comes home for school breaks. Teen Don Martin (Downs) has similar problems with his mother (Virginia Brissac). When the two teens fall in love during summer vacation, Susan’s father finds out and forbids her to see Don. The young couple try to elope, but the parents find out and stop them and Don is sent to reform school. He runs away and tries to find Susan but is arrested. Luckily the judge sees the parents as the guilty parties and so a compromise is made: Susan and Don can wed after a one-year probationary period.

			Columbia’s prison drama Those High Grey Walls gave comic character actor Walter Connolly the chance to play a leading role with some depth to it. He was the dedicated country physician Dr. MacAuley, who one day removes a bullet from a man being pursued by the police. Sentenced to Fillmore Prison, the doctor offers his services in the prison hospital but is forced to do manual labor. When the prison’s Dr. Norton (Onslow Stevens) decides that the heart attack of the inmate Lindy Lindstrom (Nicolas Soussanin) has left him with no hope of survival, MacAuley gives Lindy adrenalin and works on him, saving his life. Even then, Norton refuses to let MacAuley practice medicine. Lindy is later found dead from an overdose and Norton accuses MacAuley of killing Lindy because he knows where Lindy hid all the money he stole. There is plenty of tension in the prison before the truth comes out and MacAuley is exonerated.

			Friday, September 22

			Two battles in Poland ended with opposing results. The battle for Lwów concluded with the Polish commander handing the city over to the Soviets. At the same time, German troops were pushed back from the city of Czes´niki by Polish forces.

			————

			The Witness Vanishes, a mystery thriller from Universal, was the last in a series of “Crime Club” films of the 1930s. London newspaper publisher Lucius Marplay (Barlowe Borland) was put into an insane asylum twenty years ago because of the false testimony of four colleagues. He escapes from the asylum and methodically plans the murders of the four journalists. Three of the men’s deaths are announced beforehand in an obituary published in a rival newspaper and then come true. The race is on to track down Marplay before he strikes again. The plot has some oddball red herrings, but the cast is laudable, in particular Edmund Lowe, Wendy Barrie, Bruce Lester, Walter Kingsford, and Forrester Harvey as a very strange Scottish gentleman.

			The small independent Collective Film Producers released the Yiddish-language film The Light Ahead in selected cities and it was well received by the few moviegoers and critics who saw it. In a backwater shtetl in Russia, the lame young man Fishke (David Opatoshu) falls in love with the blind girl Hodel (Helen Beverly) and the two of them dream of going to the big city of Odessa where they will not be mocked by the narrow-minded locals. Humor and pathos are blended in the delicate film, which must have been heartbreaking for American Jews to watch knowing what was going on in Europe.

			Saturday, September 23

			One of the great figures of the Twentieth Century died in exile. The Austrian neurologist Sigmund Freud, the father of modern psychoanalysis, had fled his native land in 1938 because he was Jewish. He was living in London and battling cancer of the jaw when he passed away at the age of eighty-three. Freud’s body was cremated three days later, and his ashes remain in the Golders Green Crematorium in London.

			The Panama Conference, in which representatives from the United States and twenty other nations met for one day in Panama City, agreed to maintain neutrality during the European war and banned warring submarines from using North and South American ports. The only exceptions were Canada and the British possessions.

			In Germany, all radios owned by Jews were confiscated by the government.

			The Brooklyn Dodgers’ third baseman “Cookie” Lavagetto went 6 for 6 with a walk during a 22–4 win over the Philadelphia Phillies.

			————

			Spy movies continued to interest moviegoers even after the war broke out in Europe; in some ways, interest was even greater. Warner Brothers’ Espionage Agent must have been particularly engrossing because it dealt with foreign agents within the United States. American diplomat Barry Corvall (Joel McCrea) suspects that his bride, Brenda (Brenda Marshall), is an enemy agent who married him to gain access to top-secret information. She confesses to Corvall that she was threatened by the Nazis to work for them. He resigns from his job and the two of them go undercover to trace the clues Brenda has gotten from Germany. They soon discover a vast espionage ring that is out to cripple the country by destroying major industries with bombs planted by various agents. The intriguing premise loses steam as the film progresses, and the final impact is dampened by too much talk and not enough action.

			Warner Brothers’ second release was the sentimental drama No Place to Go, which was a screen version of a 1924 play by George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber called Minick. Aged Andrew Plummer (Fred Stone) leaves his home for old soldiers and moves in with his son Joe (Dennis Morgan) and social-climbing daughter-in-law Gertrude (Gloria Dickson). Andrew thinks Joe needs his help in his business and the Plummers think that Andrew was miserable at the home, so both sides are working at cross purposes. Andrew drives the couple crazy trying to take over, doing odd jobs around the place that need not be done, and driving away every cook that they hire. The old man strikes up a friendship with the neglected neighbor kid Tommy Foster (Sonny Bupp), and they get involved with some crooks who are after Andrew’s money. In the end, Andrew decides he is an unwelcome guest, so he uses the money to move into a high-class home for seniors.

			There was a third new offering from Warner Brothers, the Porky Pig cartoon Jeepers Creepers. Porky plays a police officer told to report on the strange noises coming from a deserted old house. Once inside, the resident ghost plays various tricks on Porky and even sings its version of the popular Harry Warren–Johnny Mercer song of the title. Mel Blanc voiced Porky and Pinto Colvig created the hilarious sounds and words of the ghost.

			Sunday, September 24

			The German Luftwaffe began the bombing of Warsaw, which left the Polish capital with dozens of out-of-control fires. The British government stated that the bombing was a breach of the pledge Germany made at the start of the war to refrain from indiscriminate attacks.

			Hollywood pioneer filmmaker Carl Laemmle died in Los Angeles at the age of seventy-two. The founder of Universal Pictures, Laemmle produced over four hundred movies during his career. He was survived by his son, film producer Carl Laemmle Jr.

			Monday, September 25

			A tropical storm named El Cordonazo made landfall near San Pedro, California, destroying hundreds of houses and killing nearly one hundred people. Also known as the Lash of St. Francis, it was the only major tropical storm to hit California in the twentieth century.

			Anticipating a naval attack from Germany, Britain began laying antisubmarine mines in the Strait of Dover.

			The popular radio variety show The Rudy Vallee Program featured special guests Jimmy Durante and Carmen Miranda. Also known as The Fleischmann Yeast Hour, the program made its debut in 1929 and, under various titles, remained on the air until 1947.

			Tuesday, September 26

			The first Luftwaffe aircraft shot down by the British in World War II was a “flying boat” Dornier Do 18. It was downed by a Blackburn Skua of the 803 Naval Air Squadron over waters north of the Fisher Bank.

			In response to the Soviet Union’s invasion of Poland and its pact with Germany, the French government today banned the French Communist Party and all of its affiliates.

			One of the most beloved of all books of poetry arrived in British book stores. T. S. Eliot’s Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats was published by Faber & Faber, London, and quickly became a reader’s and cat lover’s favorite. The collection of feline poems later served as the inspiration for the London/Broadway hit musical Cats.

			Wednesday, September 27

			The Polish resistance movement known as Słuz˙ba Zwycie¸stwu Polski (Service for Poland’s Victory) was created. It was the first such underground movement of the war.

			In Great Britain Chancellor of the Exchequer Sir John Simon introduced an emergency war budget. The plan called for raising income and inheritance taxes and placing duties on alcohol, sugar, and tobacco. Yet even with the new tax revenues, the nation faced a deficit of £938 million.

			On Broadway, a silly farce titled See My Lawyer opened to poor notices, but audiences enjoyed it, so the Richard Maibaum–Harry Clork comedy ran seven months. It helped that the cast included veteran comic Teddy Hart and newcomer Phil Silvers. See My Lawyer was turned into a film for the comedy team Olson and Johnson in 1945.

			————

			Warner Brothers’ screen version of the 1930 play Elizabeth the Queen was changed to The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex because costar Errol Flynn wanted his character’s name in the title. The Maxwell Anderson drama had starred Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontane on Broadway, but the famous acting couple had no box office draw in Hollywood, so Bette Davis played Elizabeth to Flynn’s Essex. Both the play and film are historically inaccurate, but the characters and dialogue are first-rate and both stars are vibrant. Davis was only thirty-one years old when she played the late-middle-aged Queen Elizabeth I of England and her performance is as convincing as it is compelling. The “virgin queen” falls in love with the military hero Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, but she fears she will lose power if she weds such an ambitious man. She decides, therefore, to send Essex on a suicidal campaign to Ireland. Their love letters are intercepted by court politicos, so when Essex returns and demands to rule Britain with her, Elizabeth has him arrested and tried for treason. Before Essex is executed, the two affirm their love, which was destroyed by their lust for power. Also featured in the splendid cast were Olivia de Havilland, Donald Crisp, Vincent Price, Alan Hale, Henry Daniell, and newcomer Nanette Fabray. Michael Curtiz directed efficiently, and the sets and costumes are first-class. The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex is a good example of an exceptional Hollywood historical drama.

			Thursday, September 28

			In Poland, the capital city of Warsaw fell to Hitler’s forces and the country surrendered to Germany after twenty-eight days of resistance. Wasting no time, the two victors signed the German-Soviet Frontier Treaty, amending a secret clause in the earlier Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact.

			The Cincinnati Reds captured the National League pennant today with a 5–3 win over the St. Louis Cardinals.

			————

			The Walter Lantz cartoon short A Haunting We Will Go introduced a new character that modern moviegoers might have a problem with. He was an African American boy called L’il Eightball, and, while physically he was a caricature, his character was individual and rather strong. Eightball (voice of Mel Blanc) wakes up in the middle of the night to find a boy ghost in his bedroom. The young ghost tries to frighten Eightball, but the boy is not afraid. So the ghost takes Eightball to a haunted mansion where ghosts of all sizes and ages try to spook the boy but without success. Considering how Hollywood always had African American characters petrified of ghosts, this cartoon is refreshingly different.

			Friday, September 29

			Officials from both Germany and Russia met to divide up the regions of Poland between the two countries.

			A new health idea was introduced at a conference of the American Water Works Association. Chemist Gerald C. Cox spoke on the process and advantages of the fluoridation of public water supplies in the United States.

			The musical show Straw Hat Revue opened on Broadway. The songs and sketches were deemed mediocre, but there was high praise for the cast of newcomers, including Danny Kaye, Alfred Drake, Imogene Coca, and dancer-choreographer Jerome Robbins. The low-budget show came from a Pennsylvania summer stock (or straw hat) theatre and looked pretty shabby on Broadway, but the lively cast found an audience for nearly eight months.

			————

			A sentimental drama from 20th Century-Fox, Here I Am a Stranger is about a life-affirming father-son relationship. Duke Allen (Richard Dix) is a gifted writer and reporter, but his drunkenness drives his wife, Clara (Gladys George), to take their young son, David, and leave him. Twenty years pass and David (David Paulding) is a student at Stafford University, his parents’ alma mater, and the English professor Daniels (Roland Young) gives David one of the stories Duke wrote when he was a student there. David is so impressed with the story that he looks up his estranged father and the two become close. This inspires Duke to stop drinking and go back to journalism. When David gets caught up in a hit-and-run crime, the youth turns to his father, who supports him through the crisis. In the end, David decides to live with Duke rather than his mother. Also in the commendable cast were Brenda Joyce, Russell Gleason, and Kay Aldridge, all of whom made the soapy tale seem better than it was. Roy Del Ruth directed with the right touch.

			The combination of up-and-coming Lana Turner and band favorite Artie Shaw and his Orchestra was enough to make MGM’s romantic comedy Dancing Co-Ed a success. The movie was planned as a vehicle for the tap-dancing queen Eleanor Powell but ended up featuring Turner, so songs were cut and Shaw’s Big Band provided most of the music. Hollywood producer H. W. Workman (Thurston Hall) needs a leading lady for the musical he is about to film, so press agent Joe Drews (Roscoe Karns) sets up a bogus talent search in which college co-eds will be tested. Workman has already decided to cast studio bit player Patty Marlow (Turner), so Drews has Patty enroll at Midwestern College so that it looks legit when she is picked. Pug Braddock (Richard Carlson) is editor of the college newspaper and is suspicious about the contest, but he and Patty fall in love, making for a few harmless complications before the happy ending. For those who only know the later, icy blonde Turner, this film is a revelation. She even gets to dance.

			Aside from an atypical performance by Basil Rathbone, Universal’s crime drama Rio had little to recommend it despite a cast with pedigree. The Parisian businessman Paul Reynard (Rathbone) has cheated so many people and banks that he is finally caught and condemned to a French penal colony in South America. His nightclub singer wife, Irene (Sigrid Gurie), and family friend Dirk (Victor McLaglen) go to Rio de Janeiro, where they plan to aid Reynard if he can escape. Irene falls in love with the American engineer Bill Gregory (Robert Cummings), and when Reynard does escape, he hears about the romance from Dirk and plans to kill Bill. Dirk intervenes just in time, allowing for a happy ending.

			The day’s western was Republic’s Roy Rogers vehicle The Arizona Kid. During the Civil War, the outlaw Val McBride (Stuart Hamblen) and his gang are pretending to be Confederate agents but are really just crooks. Rogers and his sidekick, Gabby Whittaker (George “Gabby” Hayes), are Confederate scouts who set out to capture McBride and his raiders. There are fewer songs and more action in the western than in many Rogers movies.

			Saturday, September 30

			The Polish government-in-exile was established in Paris. Władysław Raczkiewicz became president, and Władysław Sikorski was named prime minister.

			The French offensive came to an end when French troops withdrew from Germany and crossed the border back into their own country. During the preceding weeks, the army had never gotten farther than five miles into Germany.

			The annual Australian soccer match known as the AFL Grand Final was held in Melbourne. The home team defeated Collingwood for the Australian Football League championship. In the States, the college football game between Waynesburg and Fordham was broadcast on NBC, the first American football game ever televised.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1 (?)	Birthright

					1 (?)	Paradise in Harlem

					1	The Adventures of the Masked Phantom

					2	The Great Commandment

					3	A Woman Is the Judge

					4	$1000 a Touchdown

					6	Ninotchka

					6	Intermezzo: A Love Story (NYC)

					6	Fast and Furious

					6	Hero for a Day

					6	The Kansas Terrors

					6	The Escape

					6	Everything’s on Ice

					6	What a Life 

					7	Eternally Yours (NYC)

					7	Pride of the Blue Grass

					8	Hitler—Beast of Berlin

					10	Oklahoma Frontier

					12	The Taming of the West

					13	Hollywood Cavalcade

					13	Three Sons

					13	Sabotage

					14	On Your Toes 

					16	Scandal Sheet

					17	Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (Washington, DC)

					17	The Phantom Creeps

					20	At the Circus

					20	Pack Up Your Troubles

					20	Television Spy 

					21	Smashing the Money Ring

					23	The Roaring Twenties

					24	Beware Spooks!

					25	Disputed Passage (NYC)

					25	Mutiny in the Big House

					26	The Housekeeper’s Daughter

					27	20,000 Men a Year

					27	Bad Little Angel

					27	On Dress Parade (NYC)

					27	Sued for Libel

					27	Little Accident

					27	Jeepers Creepers

					28	Torture Ship

					31	Moon over Harlem 

				

			

		

		
			Sunday, October 1

			The Battle of Wytyczno in Poland was fought. The struggle between the Polish forces of the Border Defense Corps and the Soviet Red Army resulted in a Soviet victory with two hundred Poles killed and nearly five hundred wounded. After a one-month siege of Warsaw, German forces entered the capital city.

			All British men between the ages of twenty and twenty-two were ordered by royal decree to report for army registration by October 21. First Lord of the Admiralty Winston Churchill gave a radio address from London in which he reviewed the first month of the war. The broadcast included Churchill’s now-famous quotation in which he called Russia “a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.”

			————

			Two low-budget independent movies had no official opening but started appearing in African American neighborhood theatres during October. The pioneering African American filmmaker Oscar Micheaux had been making movies about race relations in the United States since the silent era. In 1924 he filmed Thomas S. Stribling’s novel Birthright. In 1937 Micheaux remade the story as a talkie but it was not released until late 1939. The tale of the black student Peter Siner (Carman Newsome) who graduates from Harvard and returns to his Tennessee hometown to try to open a school for African American children was told with passion yet restraint. The documentary look of Birthright provides a valuable archival record of life among African Americans in the 1930s.

			The small movie company International Road Shows provided a very different view of African Americans in the same period with the musical melodrama Paradise in Harlem. The “race movie” depicted the slick urban dwellers in Harlem and the musical numbers ranged from swinging jazz to hip gospel. The vaudeville comedian Lem Anderson (Frank H. Wilson) is just starting to break into some serious stage roles when he witnesses a gangland killing and has to leave Manhattan to escape the mobster Rough Jackson (Norman Astwood). Anderson turns to drink as he tours the country but returns to Harlem when a church presents a gospel version of Othello. Jackson tries to end Anderson’s career by setting him up as two-timing his wife with the seductive Doll Davis (Edna Mae Harris) but the plot backfires, Jackson shoots Doll, and Anderson is left to pursue his stage career. The film’s minimal budget is obvious but the musical is filled with talent and lively performances. Wilson, who had appeared in some noteworthy Broadway dramas, is a force to be reckoned with here. Also turning in strong performances were Harris as Doll and singer Mamie Smith as a landlady who brings down the house with “Harlem Blues.”

			The two movies to officially premiere in the States were a western and a thriller, both from England. Equity British Films’ The Adventures of the Masked Phantom is a laughable effort filled with western clichés. While the city gangsters in the East steal gold bullion, crooks in the West melt the gold down in order to smuggle it out of the country. The hero Alamo (Monte Rawlins) hears gossip about a so-called Masked Phantom, so he disguises himself as the Phantom and sets out to find the outlaws. Most of his work is done by Boots the Wonder Dog, the only believable character in the movie even though the canine supposedly knows how to start an automobile.

			A dog was at the center of the other, much better, British movie. Grand National Pictures’ I Met a Murderer boasted a fine performance by the twenty-eight-year-old James Mason in a plot that left something to be desired. The unhappy farmer Mark Warrow (Mason) tolerates his shrewish wife, Martha (Sylvia Coleridge), until she kills his beloved pet dog for no reason whatsoever. In a rage, Warrow kills Martha and runs away and is soon chased by the police. He finds temporary safety in a caravan with the young writer Jo Trent (Pamela Kellino), who recognizes Warrow and hopes to write a book about how she met a murderer. The two fall in love, but that doesn’t stop the tragic ending of the movie. Pamela Kellino, who was married to director Roy Kellino, wrote the script with Mason and her husband. Like the twosome in the movie, she and Mason fell in love and later married; she used the name Pamela Mason for the rest of her career.

			Monday, October 2

			One European battle ended and another began. In Poland’s Hel Peninsula, some two thousand soldiers of the Fortified Region Hel unit had been defending the area from the much larger force of German troops since September 9. The Battle of Hel, one of the longest in the invasion of Poland, ended when the Poles surrendered. Also in Poland, the Battle of Kock began when eighteen thousand Polish soldiers fought Germany’s 30,000 men of the 14th Motorized Corps near the town of Kock. This confrontation lasted only three days, with Germany victorious and taking seventeen thousand Polish prisoners.

			The Benny Goodman Sextet went into the recording studio to make their disc of the jaunty jazz classic “Flying Home.” Goodman and Lionel Hampton co-composed the music and Hampton later used “Flying Home” as his theme song.

			————

			A religious movie made by the Christian company Cathedral Films, The Great Commandment told a biblical story with competent production values and some admirable acting. Young Joel (John Beal) is studying to become a rabbi but is bitter over the Roman occupation of the Holy Land. He is converted to Christianity after hearing Jesus speak, and he even gets his hated rival, the Roman Longinus (Albert Dekker), to believe in the Messiah. Jesus was never seen in the movie, making his presence and words more effective. The Great Commandment premiered in Joplin, Missouri, on this day and then received a limited release until 20th Century-Fox distributed the movie in 1941.

			Tuesday, October 3

			The mayors of the Dutch villages of Urk and Lemsterland were able to meet and shake hands on dry land in today’s ceremony to celebrate the completion of the Lemmer-Urk Dike. The construction of the dike allowed the Netherlands to claim large tracts of land from the sea. 

			The Panama Conference, a meeting in Panama City of U.S. delegates with those from nineteen other nations, concluded with the adoption of a general declaration of neutrality of the American Republics.

			While sailing off the Cornish Peninsula of Great Britain, the Greek cargo ship Diamantis was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U-35 during a storm. The Diamantis’s lifeboats were useless in the bad weather, so the U-35 took all twenty-eight crew members aboard and the next day released them at Dingle Bay, Ireland. 

			Fay Templeton, a longtime favorite singer and comedienne on Broadway, died in San Francisco at the age of seventy-three. On the vaudeville stage at the age of three, Templeton later starred in many shows with Webber and Fields and with George M. Cohan. Her last Broadway appearance was as the aging Aunt Minnie in Roberta (1933) in which she sang the haunting song “Yesterdays.”

			————

			A Woman Is the Judge provided a plum role for actress Frieda Inescort, but the Columbia melodrama had a preposterous plot. Judge Mary Cabot (Inescort) is presiding over the trial of mobster Tim Ryan (Arthur Loft) for racketeering, but he plans to blackmail the judge with his knowledge of her long-lost daughter, Justine (Rochelle Hudson). When Justine and Ryan get into an argument, his gun explodes and kills him, leading the police to arrest her for murder. Mary resigns from the bench to defend Justine, wins the case, and is reunited with her daughter. Completing the happy ending is prosecutor Stephen Graham (Otto Kruger), who has long loved Mary.

			Wednesday, October 4

			Unknown to the public, Adolf Hitler issued a secret decree granting amnesty to all crimes committed by Nazi officers and police in Poland since the invasion on September 1. The decree justified the crimes as being natural responses to “atrocities committed by the Poles.”

			Winston Churchill’s son Randolph wed the American heiress Pamela Harriman. 

			It was also the first game of the World Series with the Cincinnati Reds trying to dethrone the reigning champion New York Yankees.

			————

			Paramount teamed two of the broadest comics in show biz in its farce $1000 a Touchdown and one’s enjoyment of the movie depends on how much you like Joe E. Brown and Martha Raye. Both were noted for their wide mouths and loud sounds, so pairing them up as a married couple was perhaps overkill. Performers Marlowe Mansfield Booth (Brown) and Martha Madison (Raye) inherit a bankrupt college, so they quit show business and beef up the college football team by offering $1,000 for each touchdown scored. The nonsense continues through to the climactic game in which Marlowe has to take to the field. Also in the cast were comic Eric Blore, co-ed Joyce Matthews, and a young and fetching Susan Hayward.

			The other opening was in Europe. The Dutch movie Boefje (later titled Wilton’s Zoo in the States) was much anticipated in the Netherlands, being based on a novel that had been adapted for the stage several times. The story centered on the twelve-year-old Boefje, who is always getting into trouble with his pal Pietje. Their escapades get Boefje thrown into reform school, where he discovers a love for music. It is a very episodic tale, but Dutch moviegoers relished each familiar scene. The actress Annie van Ees had begun playing Boefje on the stage in 1923 and repeated her performance in the movie even though she was now forty-five years old. Boefje was directed by the German refugee Detlef Sierck, who didn’t stay to see the finished movie. On the last day of filming, he and his wife departed for America where he did very well as Hollywood director Douglas Sirk.

			Thursday, October 5

			Hitler flew to Warsaw to review a victory parade in the Polish capital and to celebrate Nazi Germany’s conquest of Poland.

			The Soviet-Latvian Mutual Assistance Treaty was signed. It allowed 30,000 Soviet troops to be stationed in Latvia at Russian naval and air bases. This gave Stalin greater military access to Lithuania, Estonia, and Finland.

			————

			A British movie about World War I opened in the States and its parallels to World War II were unmistakable. The Spy in Black is a thriller made by London Films and directed by Michael Powell with a screenplay by Emeric Pressburger, the first of many times the two would work together. In 1917, the German U-Boat commander Captain Hardt (Conrad Veidt) is sent on a spying mission in the Orkney Islands north of Scotland in order to find out where the British fleet can be cornered. The captain goes ashore to meet his contact, but soon he is led into a trap by a schoolmistress (Valerie Hobson) who is a British agent. The movie is remarkable in its restraint, allowing the German officer to be human and the British characters to be fallible. The Spy in Black had been released in Great Britain in March, five months before the start of World War II. By the time Americans saw it, Britain was at war and German submarines were again in the waters off the coast of Scotland.

			Friday, October 6

			For the fourth time during the Second Sino-Japanese War, Japanese troops tried to capture the city of Changsha but were repulsed by the Chinese. Labeled the first Battle of Changsha, the confrontation was the first to fall during World War II. During the eleven-day battle, over forty thousand Japanese soldiers were killed, a major setback for Japan in the two-year-old conflict.

			In Europe, the so-called Phony War began. When Hitler addressed the Reichstag, he hinted at a possible armistice with Britain and proposed an international security conference. But such a conference would require a ceasefire from England and France. While each of the nations considered its options, the Phony War dragged on for the next five months.

			A Gallup poll in the U.S published its most recent findings. The poll asked “What should be the policy in the present European war? Should we declare war and send our army and navy abroad to fight Germany?” Of the Americans polled, 95 percent said no.

			A memorable night at Carnegie Hall on this date featured Benny Goodman with Glenn Miller and His Orchestra. The program of two dozen musical numbers included jazz, traditional Dixieland, and swing. 

			————

			Among the eight Hollywood movies to open, two went on to become beloved favorites. MGM’s satiric comedy Ninotchka remains a sterling comic treat. Yet how different the tone must have seemed in 1939 when American relations with Russia were confusing, to say the least. The stern Soviet commissar Ninotchka (Greta Garbo) arrives in Paris to check on the progress of three Russian agents (Sig Rumann, Felix Bressart, and Alexander Granach) sent there to sell valuable jewels to help support the Party. She is disgusted to find the trio living in luxury in a Paris hotel and being seduced by the temptations of capitalism. The playboy Leon (Melvyn Douglas), who is trying to return the jewels to the deposed Grand Duchess Swana (Ina Claire), decides to seduce Ninotchka to delay the sale of the jewels but ends up falling in love with her. More surprising, the ice-cold Ninotchka falls for Paris, Leon, and the West. Yet duty calls and she returns to Russia; it takes a lot of maneuvering by Leon before they end up together. Being Garbo’s first comedy, MGM touted the movie with the exclamation “Garbo laughs!” So did audiences, who discovered that their favorite tragic actress was also a deft comedienne. It helped that the script by Charles Brackett, Billy Wilder, and Walter Reisch was resplendent and that Ernst Lubitsch’s direction was sportive and sly. With his breezy charm, Douglas was an ideal foil to Garbo’s Russian and he gives what some consider his finest performance. Ninotchka pulled no punches and had a great deal of fun satirizing Communism and the Soviet work ethic. The movie was not shown in Stalin’s Russia. Ninotchka made its official Russian debut at an American film festival in 2007.          
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					OCTOBER 6—GARBO LAUGHS! When Greta Garbo’s first sound movie, Anna Christie (1930), was released, the studio’s ads proclaimed “Garbo Talks!” Nine years later, for her first comedy Ninotchka, the ads announced “Garbo Laughs!” She not only laughed, as seen here with costar Melvyn Douglas, but proved herself a fine comedienne who made the moviegoers laugh. MGM / Photofest © MGM

				

			

			While Garbo laughed, a new star from Sweden made her Hollywood screen debut in the kind of tragic role that Garbo had played since the silents. The actress was Ingrid Bergman, and her vehicle was the romantic Intermezzo: A Love Story, made by Selznick International Pictures and released through United Artists. The Swedish concert pianist Holger Brandt (Leslie Howard) falls in love with his daughter’s piano teacher, the talented Anita Hoffman (Bergman). He leaves his wife (Edna Best) and family and he and Anita go on tour and live together as lovers. But Holger’s guilt and love for his daughter (Ann Todd) forces him to return to his wife, and he and Anita part tearfully. Bergman had played the same role in the 1936 Swedish film Intermezzo but in the early rushes producer Selznick complained to director Gregory Ratoff that the actress was not as attractive as she was in the Swedish version. Cinematographer Gregg Toland told Selznick that the heavy Hollywood makeup was the problem so the scenes were reshot with Bergman wearing very little makeup, making her all the more distinctive on the screen. The movie made Bergman a Hollywood star and her unadorned look became popular.

			MGM’s comic mystery Fast and Furious was the third in a trilogy of films featuring married detectives Joel and Garda Sloane. (The previous year had seen Fast Company, and earlier in 1939 there was Fast and Loose.) The sleuth couple was no Nick and Nora Charles, but they had their charm. Oddly, MGM cast different actors in each of the “Fast” films so moviegoers never got caught up in the series. In Fast and Furious, Franchot Tone and Ann Sothern play the Sloanes, who run a bookstore in Manhattan in between solving crimes. While vacationing at a seaside resort town, Joel is asked to invest in and help judge a local beauty contest. Garda is not happy with the arrangement and gets jealous watching her husband cavort with all those bathing beauties. But when the contest’s promoter (John Miljan) is murdered, she teams with Joel in finding out who the killer is. Busby Berkeley directed the crime comedy with a playful touch and got enjoyable performances from the cast, which also included Ruth Hussey, Lee Bowman, Bernard Nedell, and Mary Beth Hughes.

			Universal’s B movie Hero for a Day was the weakest entry. A night watchman (Dick Foran) on a college campus is mistaken for a popular football star who played for the college when he was a student. What might have been a mildly interesting comedy instead was a dreary drama. Among the other unfortunate cast members were Charley Grapewin, Anita Louise, Emma Dunn, Berton Churchill, and Samuel S. Hinds. 

			Republic’s western The Kansas Terrors was a kind of Robin Hood tale set in the Caribbean. Kansas cowboys Stony Brooke (Robert Livingston) and Rusty Joslin (Raymond Hatton) are hired to bring some horses to the governor-general (Howard Hickman) of a West Indies island. Once there, the two Americans are dismayed to see the way the islanders are tormented by taxes and other evils dictated by the villainous Commandante (George Douglas). When the activist Renaldo (Duncan Renaldo) protests, he is labeled an outlaw. So Renaldo becomes a bandit who uses his stolen money to lead a revolt against the Commandante. With the help of Stony and Rusty, Renaldo brings justice to the island. With some colorful characters and plenty of action, The Kansas Terrors is better than it sounds. The Caribbean setting is a bit forced (the locations are standard western settings with a few palm trees added) and the dialogue is sometimes stilted, but much of the B western is quite enjoyable. 

			The same could be said for Twentieth Century-Fox’s B melodrama The Escape, which boasted no stars but plenty of action. Louie Peronni (Edward Norris) and Eddie Farrell (Kane Richmond) grew up in the slums together, but Louie turned to crime and Eddie became a cop. After serving a sentence in prison, Louis returns to the old neighborhood to find that his sister Juli (Amanda Duff) is engaged to Eddie. Undeterred, Louie reunites with his old gang and they plan a fur warehouse robbery that goes wrong and a night watchman is killed. There is also a kidnapping plot in which the child turns out to be Louie’s illegitimate baby from his common-law wife (June Gale). Actor Ricardo Cortez directed The Escape with panache and the crime drama moved along at a thrilling pace.

			Sonja Henie had nothing to worry about with RKO’s musical Everything’s on Ice, which featured eight-year-old skating talent Irene Dare. She played a gifted tike whose uncle (Roscoe Karns) smells money, so he brings her to a Florida resort where she becomes a skating sensation. Things are not so sunny when the uncle runs off with all the money she earned, but, with the help of her father (Edgar Kennedy), there is a forced happy ending. Much of the film consists of ice routines set to music and there were some songs for the plot’s sweethearts (Lynne Roberts and Eric Linden). Dare had appeared in the 1938 Bobby Breen musical Breaking the Ice before producer Sol Lesser gave her the starring role in Everything’s on Ice (which was later rereleased as Frolics on Ice). Moviegoers were not overly impressed. Dare made one more movie in 1943 and then retired from the screen at the age of twelve. 

			Screen audiences were more interested in the juvenile character of Henry Aldrich. Paramount’s What a Life was based on a long-running 1938 Broadway comedy by Clifford Goldsmith, which had been turned into the radio program The Aldrich Family the previous summer. Mischievous but likable teenager Henry (Jackie Cooper) always seems to be getting into trouble that’s not his fault. When he is wrongly accused of stealing and pawning the school’s band instruments, Henry is in deep trouble and not allowed to attend the prom. Luckily the thief turns out to be George Bigelow (James Corner), who is Henry’s rival for the affection of pretty coed Barbara Pearson (Betty Field). George is found out and Henry takes Barbara to the prom. While the screenplay by Billy Wilder and Charles Brackett contained none of their usual acerbic wit, neither was the script bland or forced. And the performances were genuine and easily embraced by the public. Hedda Hopper, John Howard, Lionel Stander, Dorothy Stickney, and Andrew Tombes were among those giving solid acting support. Silent child star Cooper revitalized his career as a teen actor with What a Life, but played Henry in only one other film, Life with Henry (1941). Jimmy Lydon was Henry in the nine subsequent features about the Aldrichs. They were even more popular on the radio; The Aldrich Family ran from 1939 to 1953. 

			Saturday, October 7

			The British Expeditionary Force completed its crossing to France. 

			The Spanish Air Force was officially established. 

			In Germany, Hitler created the office of Reich Commissioner for the Consolidation of German Nationhood and appointed Heinrich Himmler as its head.

			————

			United Artists distributed Walter Wanger’s comedy Eternally Yours, which just missed being a screwball classic. One cannot fault the superb cast, in particular Loretta Young and David Niven who have a charming rapport. She played Anita, the granddaughter of Episcopal bishop Peabody (C. Aubrey Smith), who is engaged to wed steady but unexciting Don Burns (Broderick Crawford). Then she meets Tony (Niven), a magician known as the Great Arturo, who sweeps her off her feet. They wed and she tours the world with him, but she’d rather settle down and raise a family. Fed up, Anita does her own disappearing act and Tony spends the rest of the film winning her back. Also adding to the fun were Hugh Herbert, Eve Arden, Billie Burke, and Zasu Pitts. The story concludes at the New York World’s Fair and the footage of the actual fair is a bonus.

			Warner Brothers offered a better-than-average race horse movie with Pride of the Blue Grass, which was based on the steeplechase champion Gantry the Great. The stormy night Gantry is born, his mother is killed by lightning, as is his owner Mack Lowman (John Butler). Lowman’s teenage son Danny (James McCallion) and Gantry are taken in by horse rancher Midge Griner (Edith Fellows), whose father Colonel Bob (Granville Bates) trains Gantry for the race track. But Gantry contracts an eye disease that leaves him blind. Undeterred, Danny and Colonel Bob teach Gantry audio signals and the horse goes on to win England’s Aintree Grand National Steeplechase. The acting throughout is solid and the race sequences are well done.

			Sunday, October 8

			Hitler issued a decree proclaiming the annexation of the western Polish states of Pomerania, Wielkopolska, and Silesia. In the ancient Polish city of Piotrków Trybunalski where many Jews lived, the first Jewish ghetto in Nazi-occupied Europe was founded. The Piotrków Trybunalski Ghetto, like the dozens of others that followed, confined Jews to small sections of towns to live in poverty until they were later transported to concentration camps.

			In the fourth and last game of the thirty-sixth World Series, the New York Yankees won their fourth straight series, beating the Cincinnati Reds 7–4 in ten innings at Crosley Field to complete a four-game sweep.

			Radio’s The Jell-O Program starring Jack Benny began its fifth season on the air. It was the second most popular radio show of 1939, bested only by Charlie McCarthy and Edgar Bergen’s program.

			————

			An early anti-German propaganda film that had trouble getting distributed, Hitler—Beast of Berlin was so sensational and melodramatic that its impact was severely weakened. Producer Ben Judall founded the Producer’s Distributing Corporation in order to make and distribute the movie but it ran into so many legal and administrative blocks that few saw it until years later when America was deep in the war. The complicated plot centered on the patriotic German youth Hans Memling (Rowland Drew), who listens to foreign radio broadcasts and realizes that Hitler and the Third Reich are pushing Germany into another disastrous world war. He plots with various Germans, including the disillusioned storm trooper Albert Stalhelm (Hans Heinrich von Twardowski), to start a resistance movement. After many atrocities and the deaths of his comrades, Hans still refuses to leave his homeland and is determined to stay and fight. The acting, production values, and the writing are all inferior, and the well-intended movie is difficult to watch.

			Monday, October 9

			In what was later known as Directive No. 6, Hitler ordered preparations for the invasion of France and Belgium to take place on November 12. Although Hitler’s advisors stated that the military was not yet ready for such an offensive, the Führer was adamant. It was the unusually cold weather that delayed the Western advance several times.

			The American freighter City of Flint, carrying cargo from New York to Liverpool, was seized by the German cruiser Deutschland off the coast of Newfoundland. The Germans declared the freighter’s cargo contraband and took over the ship. Unable to bring the freighter to Germany because of the British fleet, the City of Flint was sailed to Norway and then Russia before it was taken over by the crew of the Norwegian minelayer Olav Tryggvason. 

			In nearby Finland, the government called for full mobilization for war, knowing that Stalin’s naval and air bases in Latvia were poised for an attack.

			Tuesday, October 10

			Hitler’s recent peace proposal was met with suspicion by the Allies. In today’s radio address, French prime minister Édouard Daladier stated that arms would only be laid down “when we have certain guaranties of security which may not be put in doubt every six months.” 

			Stalin signed a pact with Lithuania. By allowing twenty thousand Russian troops to be stationed there, the capital city of Vilnius and other sections of the Baltic country would remain under Lithuanian sovereignty. 

			A favorite fixture of wartime London began with the first Myra Hess lunchtime concert at the National Gallery. The famed British pianist offered dozens of concerts during the war to boost morale and the public soon saw her as a champion for Britain as well as an accomplished musician.

			————

			Universal offered its version of frontier adventure with the western Oklahoma Frontier. There is to be a land rush for a strip of Oklahoma Territory and George Frazier (James Blaine) is determined to get it before the Rankin family can. Frazier kills Tom Rankin (Bob Baker) then frames the former U.S. marshal Jeff McLeod (Johnny Mack Brown) for the murder. He is sentenced to hang, but his pal Frosty (Fuzzy Knight) causes an uproar at the execution and McLeod escapes to clear his name. Some competent acting and solid direction by Ford Beebe raise this movie above the B western level.

			Mickey Mouse’s longtime nemesis Pegleg Pete was Donald Duck’s antagonist in the Disney cartoon Officer Duck. Police officer Donald sets out to arrest the outlaw Tiny Tim only to find that he is the oversized brute Pete. So Donald disguises himself as a baby and Pete is charmed by the kid and brings him home to play piggy back, giving Donald the opportunity to put the handcuffs on him. A superior Donald Duck short, Officer Duck is unusual in that the duck is victorious instead of being a frustrated loser.

			A Japanese film classic that would not get an official screening in the States until 1979, Zangiku monogatari (The Story of the Last Chrysanthemum) opened in Japan. Set in the world of Tokyo theatre in the 1880s, the story follows the young performer Kikunosuke Onoue (Shôtarô Hanayagi), the son of a famous actor, who realizes that his acting is poor and knows that others laugh at him behind his back. Only the servant Otoku (Kakuko Mori) encourages Kikunosuke and tells him someday he too will be a great actor like his father. The two fall in love, but the family is outraged and fire Otoku. The two lovers take to the road and, after performing in many theatres across Japan, Kikunosuke does indeed become a great actor. Beautifully acted and directed with sensitivity by Kenji Mizoguchi, The Story of the Last Chrysanthemum is considered one of the finest prewar Japanese movies.

			Wednesday, October 11

			Roosevelt received the so-called Einstein-Szilárd letter in which Albert Einstein encourages the president to investigate the possibilities of an atomic weapon. FDR took the contents seriously and the letter later led to the top-secret Manhattan Project.

			The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), founded in 1909, organized its Legal Defense Fund, which helped African Americans in voting and criminal justice rights. The fund was later changed to the Legal Defense and Education Fund and included equity in education.

			British actress Gertrude Lawrence proved she was still a Broadway favorite with rave reviews for her performance in the comedy Skylark. The Samson Raphaelson play was filmed in 1941 with Claudette Colbert as the heroine. 

			On the London stage, the musical comedy The Little Dog Laughed opened despite worries about night bombings. One song in the show, “Run Rabbit Run,” was later rewritten as “Run Adolf Run” and was a popular ditty sung by Londoners to satirize Hitler.

			————

			Alfred Hitchcock’s last British film before going to Hollywood, Jamaica Inn is an uneven movie but was a great success on both sides of the Atlantic because of the popularity of Hitchcock and leading player Charles Laughton. The fact that Laughton was coproducer of the Mayflower Pictures production caused many problems. He wanted to play a certain character that was only a supporting role in Daphne Du Maurier’s popular novel, so the script departed greatly from the book in order to accommodate the change. Laughton also had power over the director, so it rarely feels like a Hitchcock movie. On the plus side, Laughton insisted that the leading female role be given to newcomer Maureen O’Hara. She played the young and innocent Mary, who lives near the rugged coast of Cornwall in 1819. She discovers that the Jamaica Inn run by her uncle Joss Merlyn (Leslie Banks) is the headquarters for a gang of cutthroats who lure ships onto the rocky coast then kill the crew and take off with the plunder. Laughton plays Sir Humphrey Pengallan, who is supposed to represent law and order but is actually the gang leader. This was revealed to Mary (and the audience) too early in the film to be totally effective. The acting and the production values are first-class, but the movie fails to deliver when it should. Jamaica Inn opened in May in England and was released in New York City before doing well across the country.

			Thursday, October 12

			While the U.S. celebrated Columbus Day with parades, Nazi Germany began the deportation of all Czech and Austrian Jews to concentration camps in Poland.

			Great Britain’s reaction to Hitler’s proposal of peace negotiations was similar to that from France. In the British House of Commons, Chamberlain stated that a settlement “must be a real and settled peace, not an uneasy truce interrupted by constant alarms and repeated threats.” Chamberlain concluded his speech by saying, “Past experience has shown that no reliance can be placed upon the promises of the present German government.”

			————

			Columbia’s B western The Taming of the West was one of the better offerings in the series featuring “Wild Bill” Elliott. He played Wild Bill Saunders, who is made marshal of a lawless prairie town in which no one will testify against the gang leader, Rawhide (Dick Curtis). When one citizen offers to help Saunders, he is killed by Rawhide. It turns out Rawhide is only the henchman of the real boss, the banker Carp Blaisdale (Kenneth MacDonald). Saunders sets a trap to catch Blaisdale, but only after the banker has killed other witnesses.

			Friday, October 13

			Although it was widely suspected that German U-boats were patrolling close to the British coastline, today it was verified when Nazi submarine U-40 struck a mine in the English Channel and sank. On the same day, another German sub, U-42, was sunk off the coast of southwest Ireland by depth charges from the British destroyers Imogen and Ilex.

			Charles Lindbergh continued to push for American isolationism and in a broadcast questioned Canada’s right to be involved in the war. He concluded his speech proclaiming, “Have they the right to draw this hemisphere into a European war simply because they prefer the Crown of England to American independence?”

			————

			Fans of Alice Faye got to see her in color for the first time in 20th Century-Fox’s backstage movie Hollywood Cavalcade. At the same time, they might have been disappointed that the film was not a musical and Faye did not sing one song. She played Broadway actress Molly Adair, who is discovered by Michael Linnett Connors (Don Ameche), who brings her to Hollywood in 1912 and makes her a silent screen comedy star. Molly loves Connors but thinks he is all business, so she marries her costar Nicky Hayden (Alan Curtis). Connors’s career goes down the drain without Molly, but when Hayden dies in an auto accident, the two are reunited professionally and romantically. Aside from the happy ending, the plot was very close to the careers of silent screen pioneers Mack Sennett and Mabel Normand. There was even a pie-throwing scene, bathing beauties, and Keystone Cops on hand. Adding a touch of authenticity to the film were silent stars Ben Turpin and Buster Keaton, as well as Al Jolson re-creating a scene from The Jazz Singer (1927). What might have been a revealing look at the days of the silent movies was instead a tired melodrama with earnest but ineffectual acting.

			RKO’s melodrama Three Sons was a remake of the studio’s Sweepings (1933) and, in the opinion of most, not an improvement over the original. The humble Chicago shopkeeper Daniel Pardway (Edward Ellis) builds his business into a major department store through hard work and ingenuity. He hopes his three sons (Dick Hogan, Kent Taylor, and Kirby Grant) will be just as ambitious, but the threesome and their sister (Virginia Vale) are spoiled and lead reckless and empty lives. But Pardway manages to help them all get back on their feet, even the prodigal son, Freddie, who finally comes home to be forgiven. The simplistic movie is somewhat saved by some fine performances.

			The B spy movie Sabotage from Republic Pictures was not afraid to name Germany as the enemy. A series of sabotages has destroyed planes and pilots at an army test-flight center and the young pilot Tommy Grayson (Gordon Oliver) is suspected and arrested. His father, Major Matt Grayson (Charley Grapewin), is convinced of his son’s innocence and sets out to find out who is behind the sabotage. German spies are the culprits, and they nearly kill Major Grayson before he exposes them. Sabotage gave busy character actor Grapewin a rare opportunity to play a leading role.

			The British comedy Over the Moon opened in London after sitting on the shelf for nearly two years. Producer Alexander Korda made the movie to introduce his protégé and lover Merle Oberon, but by the time Over the Moon was released she was already well known on both sides of the Atlantic because of Wuthering Heights. She plays the working-class girl Jane Benson in a Yorkshire village who falls in love with her father’s doctor, Freddie Jarvis (Rex Harrison). It looks like it will be wedding bells, but Jane inherits 18 million pounds from a miserly grandfather and decides to live the high life in London, Paris, and the Riviera. Freddie tags along for a while but returns to Yorkshire once Jane is courted by various suitors. Eventually Jane comes to her senses, realizes she is just a Yorkshire girl at heart, and returns to Freddie. This annoyingly predictable tale was relieved by some color sequences in Europe and the charm of young performers Oberon and Harrison. Over the Moon was released in the States in 1940 and brought Harrison his first recognition in America.

			Saturday, October 14

			The British naval base at Scapa Flow in Scotland was considered an impregnable sanctuary, but the German submarine U-47 penetrated the barrier and sank the battleship HMS Royal Oak. Over eight hundred men were killed, including Rear-Admiral Henry Blagrove. It was the first major naval disaster of the war. On the same day, the Nazi sub U-45 was sunk in waters southwest of Ireland by depth charges from the British destroyers HMS Inglefield, Ivanhoe, and Intrepid.

			BMI (Broadcast Music, Inc.) was formed on this date. The performing rights organization was created to give radio stations, nightclubs, and concert venues an alternative to the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) when performing or broadcasting songs. BMI would later expand to include television, satellite stations, and the Internet.

			————

			Warner Brothers botched the screen version of the Broadway musical hit On Your Toes when it foolishly decided to cut all of the Rodgers and Hart songs and retain only the dance music. It also missed the boat when Ray Bolger, who won acclaim on Broadway in the 1936 show, was not used and non-dancer Eddie Albert was cast. The plot remained the same. Junior Dolan (Albert) grows up dancing in vaudeville, but as an adult teaches music at Knickerbocker University. The stage beckons once again when he arranges for a Russian ballet troupe to perform to his friend’s music on Broadway. Junior falls for the troupe’s leading lady, Vera Barnova (Vera Zorina), which raises the ire of her dancing partner and boyfriend Konstantine Morrisine (Erik Rhodes). He arranges with some gangsters for Junior to be shot on stage during the performance of the modern ballet “Slaughter on Tenth Avenue,” but Junior uses some fancy footwork to save the show and his own life. Junior could not save the movie; neither could such accomplished character actors as Frank McHugh, Alan Hale, Leonid Kinskey, Gloria Dickson, and James Gleason.

			Sunday, October 15

			The New York Municipal Airport, considered the most modern facility for air travel yet built, was formally dedicated in Queens. The airport was built on the site of the former Gala Amusement Park and cost $40 million. Nearly 100,000 people gathered for the opening to watch some sixty military aircraft perform a flyby. In 1953 the facility was renamed LaGuardia Airport, after the mayor who had initiated the project.

			Monday, October 16

			For the first time Nazi aircraft were shot down over British territory. Nine Luftwaffe planes conducted an air raid on the Firth of Forth in Scotland, damaging three British ships and killing sixteen Royal Navy crew. When the RAF Supermarine Spitfires of No. 603 Squadron arrived, they shot down three of the German aircraft.

			An American comedy favorite, The Man Who Came to Dinner, opened on Broadway and ran nearly two years. The George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart play featured former Yale professor Monty Woolley as the cantankerous celebrity Sheridan Whiteside, who is forced to stay in the home of an Ohio family while he recuperates from a fall on the ice. Woolley reprised his performance in the popular 1942 screen version of the comedy.

			————

			Columbia’s crime melodrama Scandal Sheet had a better plot than most B movies of the genre. Jim Stevenson (Otto Kruger) runs a sensational tabloid that sells briskly. He has an illegitimate son, Peter Haynes (Edward Norris), who has just graduated from journalism school and has ideals about newspaper reporting. Unaware that Stevenson is his father, Peter accepts a job at the tabloid but is quickly disillusioned with the paper and goes to work for a better publication. The private detective Bert Schroll (Edward Marr) finds out about Peter’s parentage and tries to blackmail Stevenson. In an argument, Stevenson kills Schroll and, rather than let Peter find out the truth, remains silent when he is arrested and sent to prison.

			Tuesday, October 17

			Switzerland reaffirmed its neutral status when it passed a decree defining the legal status of immigrants and forbidding them to engage in activities that were political in nature. All the same, Switzerland would become a hot bed of spies during the war.

			Helen Hayes, one of the great ladies of the theatre, got to show off her comic talents in the whimsical courtroom play Ladies and Gentlemen written by her husband, Charles MacArthur, and Ben Hecht. Every member of a jury believes that the defendant is guilty except Terry Scott (Hayes), who uses her intuition and feminine wiles to change the minds of the other jurors. The comedy ran thirteen weeks on the strength of Hayes’s popularity.       
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					OCTOBER 17—POLITICOS EXPOSED IN MR. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON. James Stewart became a major Hollywood star in 1939 thanks to superb performances in Made for Each Other, Destry Rides Again, and It’s a Wonderful World. But most agree that his outstanding performance as a disillusioned young senator in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington was his best of the year, possibly the best given by any actor in 1939. Columbia Pictures / Photofest © Columbia Pictures

				

			

			————

			Columbia chose to premiere Mr. Smith Goes to Washington in the capital city, which was appropriate not only because of the movie’s locale but also because it turned out to be one of the best films ever made about Washington politics. When an elderly senator dies, the idealistic young Jefferson Smith (James Stewart) is appointed as his replacement by the fatherly Senator Joseph Paine (Claude Rains). The experienced secretary Clarissa Saunders (Jean Arthur) finds Smith too naive for the deadly game of politics but changes her opinion when Smith tries to expose corruption in the system. The men behind the power, including Paine, create a scandal to discredit Smith, but he fights on and, thanks to the people, is cleared and praised. The movie is both a patriotic celebration of American ideals and a scathing indictment of political dishonesty. Director Frank Capra lays it on a bit thick in both cases, but the film is saved by the superior performances, including those by such supporting players as Edward Arnold, Harry Carey, Thomas Mitchell, Eugene Pallette, Beula Bondi, Guy Kibbee, and H. B. Warner. Mr. Smith Goes to Washington remains a cinema classic and is on most lists of the best American movies.

			Universal’s horror-sci-fi serial The Phantom Creeps began on this day, and over the next twelve weeks thrilled audiences with its imaginative weapons and super powers. The mad scientist Dr. Alex Zorka (Bela Lugosi) is laughed at by the scientific society, so he starts to use his various inventions to try to take over the planet. Zorka’s devices include a belt that renders one invisible, a metal ore that can put an entire army into suspended animation, an eight-foot robot with destructive powers, and an explosive dart that brings down the Hindenburg. Zorka’s assistant Monk (Jack C. Smith) is so incompetent that he often hinders rather than helps the doctor. Out to stop Zorka is Captain Bob West (Robert Kent) of Military Intelligence, who is aided by the journalist Jean Drew (Dorothy Arnold). Modern audiences might find the serial more campy than terrifying, but either way it is still entertaining.

			Wednesday, October 18

			The Soviet Union began its occupation of Estonia, setting up military bases closer to the borders of Finland. 

			In Germany, Hitler presented honorary medals to the captain and the crew of U-47 which had sunk the British battleship Royal Oak four days earlier.

			In New York, the Museum of Modern Art’s exhibition titled “Contemporary Unknown American Painters” opened. The works most applauded were those by seventy-nine-year-old folk artist Anna May Robertson Moses, who became famous as Grandma Moses. 

			Rodgers and Hart’s collegiate musical Too Many Girls opened on Broadway and brought recognition to newcomers Eddie Bracken and Desi Arnaz. The silly plot was about three football players who are sent to Pottawatomie College to keep an eye on a millionaire’s daughter and, to no one’s surprise, one falls in love with her. The biggest hit from the sparkling score was “I Didn’t Know What Time It Was.” The musical ran into the summer. 

			One of the most celebrated political poems of the twentieth century was introduced when W. H. Auden’s “September 1, 1939” was published in today’s New Republic. A reaction to Hitler’s invasion of Poland and the start of another world war, the poem is both somber and uplifting. Its most famous line urges, “We must love one another or die.”

			Thursday, October 19

			Among the many treaties broken during World War II was the Anglo-French-Turkish Treaty of Mutual Assistance, signed in Ankara. The treaty guaranteed aid from France and Britain if Turkey was attacked. In exchange, Turkey agreed to fight for Britain and France if war spread to the Mediterranean. In reality, Turkey did not get involved in the war except to provide raw materials to Germany.

			Nazi leader Hermann Göring created the Haupttreuhandstelle Ost, a systematic confiscation of Jewish and Polish assets in German-occupied Poland.

			Among the many who took umbrage with Charles Lindbergh’s anti-Canada remarks on the radio was former heavyweight boxing champion Gene Tunney. In a statement, Tunney said it took “great nerve and ambition” for Lindbergh to tell Americans how they should think after accepting an award from the Nazis while visiting Germany. Also in sports news, baseballer Red Downs died at the age of fifty-six. After a career with the Detroit Tigers, Chicago Cubs, and minor league teams, Downs fell on hard times during the Depression. In 1932 he was arrested for the armed robbery of a jewelry store and spent two and a half years in prison.

			————

			No Hollywood film opened, but in London a horror film starring Bela Lugosi premiered. The Pathé Pictures movie The Dark Eyes of London cast Lugosi as Dr. Feodor Orloff, who runs a suspicious insurance company in London. A series of seeming accidents arouses the curiosity of Scotland Yard detective inspector Larry Holt (Hugh Williams), who notices that all the dead men had policies that benefited a certain home for the blind. In reality, Orloff is working with the home’s administrator, Professor Dearborn (O. B. Clarence), by murdering the men and making the deaths look like accidents. The movie is a low-budget affair with poor production values, but Lugosi is excellent and The Dark Eyes of London is actually very scary. When the film was released in the States in 1940, it was given the unfortunate title Human Monster.

			Friday, October 20

			This date marked the first deportation of Jews in Austria. Approximately fifteen hundred Viennese Jews were deported to Nisko and Lublin in Poland.

			Tommy Dorsey and His Orchestra recorded the song “All the Things You Are.” The ballad by Jerome Kern (music) and Oscar Hammerstein (lyrics) was written for the Broadway musical Very Warm for May, which did not open until November 17. The Dorsey record, with a vocal by Jack Leonard, became a bestseller.

			————

			While the MGM comedy At the Circus cannot be considered a top-drawer Marx Brothers vehicle, all the same it has some memorable moments, musical and comic. Circus owner Jeff Wilson (Kenny Baker) needs $10,000 to save his operation because his crooked partner, John Carter (James Burke), has arranged for the box office money to be stolen so he can take over the show. Jeff is in love with the performer Julie Randall (Florence Rice) and wants to save the circus for her sake. He enlists the help of the lawyer J. Cheever Loophole (Groucho Marx), who, with the strongman Goliath (Nat Pendleton), his bumbling assistant Punchy (Harpo Marx), and the corrupt Antonio Pirelli (Chico Marx), find the thieves and save the day. Also on hand were Margaret Dumont, Eve Arden, and Fritz Feld. The comedy has two exceptional musical numbers: Harpo plucking out Rodgers and Hart’s “Blue Moon” on the harp and Groucho singing and prancing to “Lydia, the Tattooed Lady” inside a train car. 

			With a war raging in Europe, some might consider a Ritz Brothers comedy about World War I to be in questionable taste. But 20th Century-Fox’s Pack Up Your Troubles would be questionable entertainment no matter when it was released. Al, Jimmy, and Harry Ritz played unemployed vaudeville entertainers who sign up with the army and head to France, where their slapstick comedy helps them outmaneuver the Germans. The supporting cast is quite commendable, particularly Jane Withers as a French girl, and Joseph Schildkraut as her father. But the movie is mostly the Ritz siblings, and that was enough (or too much) for many.

			Like its intriguing title, Paramount’s B espionage thriller Television Spy is a curiosity piece for modern audiences. The word “television” was already in common use in 1939, but the device itself was little understood and rarely seen by most Americans. The inventor in the film, Douglas Cameron (William Henry), has created a gizmo called the Iconoscope that allows for cross-country broadcasts. Spies from different nations are interested in the invention for military reasons rather than entertainment, so Cameron spends much of the movie chasing after agents who have stolen his plans for the Iconoscope. Television Spy is lackluster in writing and acting except for a young Anthony Quinn as the henchman Forbes.

			Saturday, October 21

			Reacting to the Einstein-Szilard letter regarding the possibility of an atomic weapon, Roosevelt created a U.S. Advisory Committee on Uranium headed by physicist and engineer Lyman James Briggs. The first meeting of the committee was held and the agenda concerned the ways to determine if uranium ore could be used in developing a new kind of bomb. 

			Another meeting, that of the British War Cabinet, was held for the first time in the War Room deep below the London streets.

			————

			For the third time, Ronald Reagan was cast as secret agent Lieutenant Bass Bancroft, and in Warner Brothers’ crime thriller Smashing the Money Ring his job was to seek out a counterfeit money operation. Ironically, the fake money is being manufactured in a prison print shop so Bancroft gets himself arrested and poses as a convict to find out who is behind the operation. The movie is mildly interesting without being too exciting. Reagan played Bancroft one last time in Murder in the Air (1940).

			Warner Brothers also released a cartoon: The Good Egg. The Chuck Jones short is a variation on the ugly duckling tale. A mother hen finds a stray egg and sits on it until it hatches. To the surprise of everyone in the chicken coop, out of the egg hatches a turtle. He is much scorned and laughed at by the chickens until he rescues some baby chicks from drowning in a lake. The turtle is cheered and the others make him a life guard at the lake. Somewhat conventional for a Jones cartoon, The Good Egg has some moments of cockeyed humor.

			Sunday, October 22

			American television took another step forward. A professional football game was televised for the first time when NBC broadcast the contest between the Philadelphia Eagles and the Brooklyn Dodgers. The telecast was sent to the nearly five hundred television sets in the New York City area and was also shown on monitors placed throughout the New York World’s Fair. The hometown Dodgers won the game, 23–14.

			Monday, October 23

			With the coming of winter, the French government assumed that Hitler would not begin a Western offensive until the spring. Prime Minister Édouard Daladier announced that French soldiers would receive eight to ten days’ leave every four months. The government also relaxed the blackout regulations in several French cities.

			The opinion of U.S. citizens regarding the war in Europe was measured in a new Gallup poll. The poll asked, “Which side do you want to see win the war?” Of those surveyed, 84 percent favored the Allies, 14 percent expressed no opinion, and only 2 percent said Germany. The same poll asked, “Do you think the United States should do everything possible to help England and France win the war, except go to war ourselves?” The result was 62 percent saying yes and 38 percent saying no.

			America’s most famous author of western novels, Zane Grey, died at the age of sixty-seven. The former dentist wrote over ninety books and many stories that were source material for over one hundred movies.

			————

			Considered the last of the great 1930s gangster films, The Roaring Twenties features two of the best stars of the genre: Humphrey Bogart and James Cagney. Producer Mark Hellinger cowrote the screenplay based on the notorious bootlegger Larry Fay in the 1920s. In the film he was called George Hally (Bogart), a war veteran who goes into the bootleg liquor business when Prohibition comes in. Another vet, Eddie Bartlett (Cagney), becomes a cab driver and soon owns a fleet of cabs because he becomes Hally’s delivery man. The third vet, Lloyd Hart (Jeffrey Lynn), returns to his law practice after the war and acts as Bartlett’s lawyer when needed. All three prosper during the decade when bootlegging becomes big business. But with the stock market crash of 1929, things fall apart and Bartlett is back to driving a cab. Jean Sherman (Priscilla Lane), the girl he loved, has married Hart, who now works in the District Attorney’s office and has been threatened by bootlegger Nick Brown (Paul Kelly). Bartlett goes to Brown to warn him off but ends up shooting him and Brown’s gang guns down Bartlett on the steps of a church. He dies in the arms of speakeasy owner Panama Smith (Gladys George), who tells a cop “He used to be big.” With its taut direction by Raoul Walsh and razor-sharp performances, The Roaring Twenties is a historic epic about a dangerous time and transcends the routine gangster film.

			Tuesday, October 24

			In Pittsburgh, the Carnegie Science Center—with one of the largest planetariums in the nation—opened to the public. It became the prototype for many other urban science centers across the country. 

			In Wilmington, Delaware, nylon stockings manufactured by DuPont Chemical went on sale for the first time.              
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					OCTOBER 24—KING OF SWING INTRODUCES THE BIG BAND ERA. Clarinetist and bandleader Benny Goodman had been labeled the King of Swing in the music business and by the public. When he and his orchestra went into the Columbia studio to record “Let’s Dance!,” the sound was sweeter and more mellow. Some musicologists point to the recording as the beginning of the Big Band sound. Paramount Pictures / Photofest © Paramount Pictures

				

			

			Two new laws concerning Jews were announced in Germany, and all of its occupied territories. Jewish shops must remain open for business on Saturdays and all Jews must wear the Star of David at all times.

			Benny Goodman and His Orchestra today recorded the swing classic “Let’s Dance” for Columbia Records. The song by Gregory Stone and Joseph Bonine soon became Goodman’s theme song.

			The American League named Yankee baseballer Joe DiMaggio the Most Valuable Player of 1939. Earlier this year, DiMaggio was dubbed the “Yankee Clipper” by sportscaster Arch McDonald, comparing him to the new Pan American aircraft. DiMaggio was named MVP in 1941 and 1947 as well.

			————

			Comic Joe E. Brown got one of his better vehicles with Columbia’s farce Beware Spooks! Policeman Roy L. Gifford (Brown) accidentally lets a robber get away, so he is demoted to walking a beat in the dull part of town. Determined to prove himself, Gifford and his new wife, Betty Lou (Mary Carlisle), set out on a series of mishaps that climax in a chase for an escaped convict in the spook house of an amusement park. Brown is perhaps an acquired taste, but much of the movie is genuinely funny.

			Wednesday, October 25

			The Strait of Dover, the narrowest body of water between France and Great Britain, had been so heavily mined and patrolled by the British that German submarines were finding it a treacherous route to take. On this day, the Nazi sub U-16 ran aground on the Goodwin Sands trying to avoid a depth charge attack. Consequently, German U-boats were ordered to stop using the Strait of Dover.

			One of the most unique of American plays, The Time of Your Life by William Saroyan, opened on Broadway today and was well received by the critics and the public. Set in a San Francisco saloon, the comedy-drama featured an array of interesting characters, many of them offbeat or downright eccentric. Holding the random play together was the moneyed Joe (Eddie Dowling), who uses his money to amuse himself and help others. The Time of Your Life ran six months and was the first play to win both the Pulitzer Prize and the New York Drama Critics Circle Award. The 1948 screen version starred James Cagney as Joe.

			————

			The ongoing Second Sino-Japanese War was ignored by most Americans, yet it showed up in the Paramount drama Disputed Passage. Dorothy Lamour played the American Audrey Hilton, who was raised in China with the name Lan Ying. When she is wounded in the war, the young American surgeon John Wesley Beaven (John Howard) successfully operates on her, saves her life, and falls in love with her. The couple plan to marry until the older surgeon, Dr. “Tubby” Forster (Akim Tamiroff), convinces her that she will ruin Beaven’s medical career, so she returns to China. Beaven pursues her, is severely wounded in an air raid, and is saved by Forster, who has a change of heart and encourages the couple to wed. Frank Borzage directed the melodrama, which was often effective despite heavy doses of sentimentality.

			Monogram’s B prison drama Mutiny in the Big House was loosely based on a 1929 prison riot that was quelled by a brave chaplain. Charles Bickford played the chaplain, Father Joe Collins, who tries to help the naive young inmate Jimmy Gates (Dennis Morgan), who must bunk with the hardened con Red Manson (Barton MacLane). Manson uses both Gates and the chaplain in planning a big prison break, which goes wrong and it takes Fr. Collins to stop a bloody massacre. Although it was filled with prison movie clichés, Mutiny in the Big House was sometimes an intelligent illustration of the ills of America’s prison system.

			Thursday, October 26

			Nazi lawyer and politico Hans Frank was appointed governor-general of the German-occupied areas of Poland. Frank set up his government in the ancient city of Kraków. Over the next five years he was directly involved in the murder of thousands of Jews. Also in Poland, it was announced that all Jewish males between the ages of fourteen and sixty were obligated to perform work service for the new government. 

			The winner on the popular radio program Major Bowes’ Amateur Hour was ten-year-old Beverly Sills, who sang “Caro Nome” from Rigoletto and launched her long opera career.

			The novel Kitty Foyle, about a working girl who exposes the hypocritical mores of the upper classes, was published by J. B. Lippincott. Christopher Morley wrote the bestseller, which was made into a film in 1940 with Kitty played by Ginger Rogers, who won an Oscar for her performance.

			————

			A comedy from Hal Roach Studios and distributed by United Artists, The Housekeeper’s Daughter has some of the screwball and slapstick humor from Roach’s silent days, but the movie falls short of being very satisfying. Joan Bennett stars as gangster’s moll Hilda, who gives up on the underworld and returns to her mother (Peggy Wood), who is housekeeper for the wealthy Randall family. The mobsters follow Hilda to the house, as do reporters Deakon Maxwell (Adolphe Menjou) and Ed O’Malley (William Gargan), who are sponging off the young Robert Randall (John Hubbard), who wants to become a reporter too. Comic chaos ensues, much of it loud and little of it as funny as one hoped.

			The British thriller On the Night of the Fire opened in London and gave stage actor Ralph Richardson the chance to give another superb screen performance. He played the impoverished barber Will Kobling, who steals 100 pounds from the miserly tailor Pilliger (Henry Oscar). Pilliger discovers the theft and starts to blackmail Kobling. When a fire breaks out in the apartment building where Pilliger lives, Kobling murders him hoping the body will never be found. His actions eventually catch up with him, destroying both his family and himself. Directed with acute tension by Brian Desmond Hurst, On the Night of the Fire is also a visually stunning movie with an early film noir look. When the film was released in the States in 1940, it was given the unimaginative title The Fugitive.

			Friday, October 27

			Pope Pius XII published his first encyclical on this day: Summi pontificatus (On the Supreme Pontificate). The encyclical denounced totalitarianism, offered compassion for the displaced Poles, but avoided mentioning Germany or Hitler by name. Pius XII would write forty more encyclicals before his death in 1958, more than any pope since then.

			————

			Of the seven films to open, 20th Century-Fox’s action movie 20,000 Men a Year is arguably the best. The unusual title referred to the Civil Aeronautics Agency’s plan to expand its air corps and add twenty thousand new pilots to the program within a year. The U.S. government was quietly expanding each of its military branches by 1939, and flight was one of them. The film told a melodramatic story but a good one. The rivalry between CAA administrator Jim Howell (Randolph Scott) and pilot Brad Reynolds (Preston Foster) is complicated when Howell’s younger brother Tommy (Robert Shaw) enrolls in Reynolds’s program even though he is fearful of flying. During a practice run, the engine stalls, Tommy faints, and Reynolds has to push Tommy and his parachute out of the plane. The search to find Tommy provides much of the action, including an exciting aerial sequence over the Grand Canyon. While the aeronautical displays overshadow the plot, 20,000 Men a Year still has plenty of entertainment value.

			Child actress Virginia Weidler, who often stole the show in supporting parts, portrayed the central character in MGM’s comedy Bad Little Angel. She played the preteen orphan Patricia Victoria Sanderson in 1900. She has been brought up on the Bible and is quoting it on every occasion, usually solving other people’s problems with biblical advice. She runs away from the orphanage and, taking direction from the biblical passage about the flight to Egypt, takes a train to the small town of Egypt, New Jersey. There she reforms the town drunk (Henry Hull), gives a misdirected teenage boy (Gene Reynolds) a direction, and helps a family overcome its despair when the father (Ian Hunter) loses his job. Bad Little Angel is often sentimental and has the feel of a Christian message film, yet it is also a lot of fun at times.

			Warner Brothers featured the popular Dead End Kids in the drama On Dress Parade and it was one of the gang’s better vehicles. It was also their last. The dying wish of Bill Duncan (Donald Douglas) is that his juvenile delinquent son Slip (Leo Gorcey) be sent to military school. But Slip is headed for reform school until Colonel Riker (John Litel) admits him to Washington Military Academy. Slip is a disruptive influence at the school and has a particular animosity toward cadet Jack Rollins (Billy Halop) until one of their quarrels has Jack pushed out of a window and badly hurt. The incident changes Slip and he slowly gets the respect of the other boys. Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordan, and some of the other Dead End regulars were featured as fellow cadets. As adults they would return as the Bowery Boys, who were mostly comic misfits and rarely had a sense of pathos as in movies like On Dress Parade.

			A highly rated French comedy opened in Paris. Ils étaient neuf célibataires became known by the English title Nine Bachelors when released in the States in 1942. Sacha Guitry wrote, directed, and played the central character, Jean Lécuyer, who comes up with a money-making scheme. Paris is filled with wealthy and beautiful foreigners with expiring visas who are to be deported unless they marry a French citizen. Lécuyer sets up a business in which such women can wed aged Frenchmen in name only, not consummating the marriage but legal all the same. The scheme works well at first, then comic complications set in and the movie turns into a delicious farce.

			A dark comedy with some interesting plot twists, RKO’s mystery Sued for Libel boasts a vivacious cast who help keep the storyline fresh. Reporter Steve Lonegan (Kent Taylor) from radio station NYEB is covering the murder trial of Albert Pomeroy (Morgan Conway) along with the rest of the press. Pomeroy is accused of murdering his business partner Edward Webster, and when the jury finds him innocent, Lonegan gets the wrong message and broadcasts that the verdict was guilty. Pomeroy sues the station for $1 million, so station owner Colonel White (Roy Gordon) and Lonegan look for some dirt in Pomeroy’s past. They find a juicy tidbit just as they hear from Pomeroy’s lawyer that his client is guilty. But it turns out the real murderer is the one behind the false information and he is out to kill Lonegan. The action is as swift as the dialogue and parts of Sued for Libel recall the better newspaper movies of the 1930s. 

			The title of Universal’s comedy Little Accident referred to an infant played by Baby Sandy Lee, a tot featured in eight movies between 1939 and 1942. This was her third outing as Sandy (all her characters were named Sandy), this time abandoned by her father and left outside the office of the celebrated baby care columnist Mrs. Teedsley. The column is actually written by Hubert Pearson (Hugh Herbert), whose boss, Jim Collins (Charles D. Brown), thinks Sandy might win the “perfect baby contest.” Soon Pearson and Collins are hiring the model Alice (Florence Rice) to play the part of the baby’s mother and making up others stories to win the contest. When Sandy does win, there is trouble from Alice’s parents, the real father shows up, and things get pretty sticky for Collins and Pearson. It is all agreeable nonsense and humorous enough to sustain one’s interest.

			The Roy Rogers film Jeepers Creepers is atypical in title as well as in subject matter. The Republic movie is about a coal miners’ strike in a town in which Rogers is sheriff. The complicated plot includes greedy businessmen, four brothers who find coal on their land, dirty deals made and broken, and even a forest fire before Rogers settles the strike. The film was titled Jeepers Creepers because at one point Rogers and several of the cast sang the popular song “Jeepers Creepers” by Harry Warren (music) and Johnny Mercer (lyric), which had been introduced in the film Going Places (1938).

			Saturday, October 28

			Today was Czech Independence Day marking the twenty-first anniversary of the founding of Czechoslovakia. Thousands of Czechs, mostly students, held anti-Nazi protests in various cities. German officials later retaliated by closing universities, arresting many students, and executing student leaders.

			American actress Alice Brady died of cancer at the age of forty-six. A dramatic actress on the stage and in silent films, Brady later played character roles in talkies. She completed making Young Mr. Lincoln a few months before her death. 

			————

			The day’s only offering was a poor excuse for a horror film. Producers Distributing Corporation’s B movie Torture Ship was a botched adaptation of Jack London’s short story “A Thousand Deaths.” The mad scientist Dr. Herbert Stanton (Irving Pichel) is convinced he can cure the criminal mind by injections into the glands, but no one believes him. So he fills a ship with murderers, crooks, and other unpleasant folk with plans to use them as guinea pigs at his laboratory on an island in the Pacific Ocean. But on the way there, the criminals mutiny and there are plenty of bodies on deck before the doctor’s deathbed scene.

			Sunday, October 29

			One of Mussolini’s largest civic projects was inaugurated in Italy. The marshland near the ancient site of Lavinium was drained and fortified and the new city of Pomezia was built. The modern community was populated with peasants from nearby towns. Although heavily bombed during the war, Pomezia survived to become a prosperous manufacturing city in the 1950s.

			ABC-Radio’s Campbell Playhouse broadcast a one-hour version of Booth Tarkington’s novel The Magnificent Ambersons featuring Orson Welles and Walter Huston in the cast. Welles would make a cinema classic from the book in 1942.

			The National Hockey League’s Babe Seibert Memorial Game was played at the Montreal Forum. The All-Stars beat Montreal 5–3. It was the third annual game played to raise funds for the family of the deceased hockey favorite A. C. “Babe” Siebert.

			Monday, October 30

			British battleship HMS Nelson, with First Lord of the Admiralty Winston Churchill aboard, was sailing west of the Orkney Islands when the German submarine U-56 fired three torpedoes at the ship. All three missiles failed to explode. The U-boat’s commander, Wilhelm Zahn, became known as “the man who almost killed Churchill.”

			Russian and German leaders met to partition Poland between the two countries. Both nations announced plans to deport all Jews.

			Tuesday, October 31

			While variations of Halloween were being celebrated in some countries, new restrictive laws were announced by the Schutzstaffel (SS) in Poland that were more frightening than Halloween. A long list of activities that were forbidden for all Poles ranged from using a telephone booth to wearing a felt hat. The punishment for violators was death.

			Soviet foreign minister Vyacheslav Molotov sent an ultimatum to the government of Finland making several demands, most importantly that the coastal town of Hanko be handed over to the Soviets for use as a Russian naval base.

			It was recorded that during the month of October, twenty-seven German U-Boats had been sunk by the Allies, equaling 135,000 tons of ship craft.

			————

			Three days after the arrest of students in Czechoslovakia by the Nazi occupiers, a Czech film classic opened in Prague. Ironically, Cesta do hlubin studákovy duse (Journey into the Depth of a Student’s Soul) was a comedy about Czech students. Set in a small-town school in Czechoslovakia in the early 1930s, the movie is a series of vignettes dealing with the awkward relationship between the students and their teachers. Based on stories by Czech writer Jaroslav Zák, who contributed to the screenplay, the light-hearted yet truthful film about school life was directed with a careful touch by Martin Fric. It would be decades before the movie was discovered in the States.

			The “race movie” Moon over Harlem was one of several films made at the time that aimed to destroy black stereotypes. This crime drama succeeds to a point, but the movie was made on such a low budget ($8,000) and filmed so quickly (four days) that its poor quality gets in the way of its effectiveness. The plot concerned the young Sue (Izinetta Wilcox), who escapes from the amorous advances of her gangster stepfather Dollar Bill Richards (Bud Harris) and becomes a chorus girl in Harlem. Director Edgar G. Ulmer gets some admirable performances from his cast and manages to present a realistic picture of working-class African Americans.
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1 (?)	Unborn Souls

					1	Danger Flight

					1	The Pal from Texas

					1	Flaming Lead

					1	Trigger Fingers

					3	Drums along the Mohawk  (NYC)

					3	The Flying Deuces 

					3	Heaven with a Barbed Wire Fence

					3	Legion of Lost Flyers

					3	One Hour to Live (NYC)

					3	Call a Messenger

					3	Main Street Lawyer

					3	Law of the Pampas

					3	The Marshal of Mesa City 

					4	Kid Nightingale

					5	Fighting Mad

					6	Buried Alive

					7	Heroes in Blue

					8	First Love (NYC)

					8	Blondie Brings Up Baby

					8	Rulers of the Sea (NYC)

					10	The Cat and the Canary

					10	Allegheny Uprising

					10	The Covered Trailer

					14	The Invisible Killer

					16	Missing Evidence (NYC)

					16	Overland Mail

					16	Rovin’ Tumbleweeds

					17	Another Thin Man

					17	Tower of London

					17	Meet Dr. Christian

					17	Too Busy to Work 

					17	Saga of Death Valley

					22	The Amazing Mr. Williams

					23	The Return of Doctor X (NYC)

					24	Day-Time Wife

					24	That’s Right—You’re Wrong

					24	One Dark Night (NYC)

					24	Our Neighbors—The Carters

					25	The Secret of Dr. Kildare

					25	We Are Not Alone 

					26	Geronimo (Phoenix, Arizona)

					29	Chip of the Flying U 

					29	Cowboys from Texas

					30	Destry Rides Again (NYC)

				

			

		

		
			Wednesday, November 1

			Scientists in Chicago displayed a rabbit that was conceived in the lab, the first successful artificial insemination.

			In the Sino-Japanese War, the Chinese army launched a winter offensive on several fronts against the Japanese forces.

			Western Poland officially became part of Germany. Two days later, eastern Poland became a territory of the Soviet Union. Not for the first time in its troubled history, Poland disappeared from the map of Europe.

			John D. Rockefeller Jr. drove the last rivet for the steel structure for the United States Rubber Building in New York City. It was the final structure to be built as part of the nineteen-building Rockefeller Center.

			————

			Independent filmmaker Del Frazier wrote and directed the melodrama Unborn Souls, which had no official opening and started appearing in small movie houses in November. In order to stop an abortion ring run by quack doctors, a young physician opens a birth control clinic to provide an alternative for women. But the mob behind the ring frames the doctor for murder and the leader is eventually killed by one of his ex-patients. Weak acting and production values made it difficult for the low-budget movie to rise above its controversial subject matter. 

			John Trent returned as Tailspin Tommy Tompkins in Monogram’s Danger Flight, a B adventure film with a questionable plot. Pilot Tommy flies the payroll shipment through a storm and crashes but survives. The teenager Whitey (Tommy Baker) rescues him then leads him into a trap set by robbers who are after the payroll. The aeronautic scenes are routine but provide the only excitement in the movie.

			Three undistinguished westerns also opened. If the plot for Metropolitan Pictures’ The Pal from Texas seemed familiar to moviegoers, it was because it had been used in two earlier westerns, Fightin’ Thru (1930) and Fargo Express (1933). Bob Barton (Bob Steele) and his buddy Texas Malden (Josef Swickard) are sitting pretty since gold was discovered on their land and the miners are paying well to lease it. But the crooked saloon owner Ace Brady (Ted Adams) lusts after the land. He has his henchman Fox Tyson (Carlton Young) kill Malden and make it look like Barton did it. Even Malden’s niece, Alice (Claire Rochelle), believes Barton is guilty until Barton escapes from a hanging posse and proves his innocence.

			The Poverty Row company Colony Pictures came up with a better B western with Flaming Lead. The Arizona cowpoke Ken Clark (Ken May-nard) works as a sharpshooter entertaining the crowds in Chicago, but he longs to return to the West. When his newfound friend Frank Gordon (Dave O’Brien) gets word that the horses in his ranch in Arizona are being stolen and his partner will not be able to fulfill a contract for the U.S. Army, Clark goes with Gordon to find out who is behind the rustling. It turns out to be an inside job, which Clark figures out while wooing the ranch beauty, Kay Burke (Eleanor Stewart).

			A slight variation on an overused plot device was found in Trigger Fingers, a B western by yet another small studio, Victory Pictures. Once again Tim McCoy played Lightning Bill Carson and his efforts to find the gang behind a string of cattle rustlings led to his posing as a fortune teller. The only clue to the culprit is a set of fingerprints on a saddle, so Carson dresses as a gypsy and reads fortunes using cards in which his clients leave their prints. He is aided by his pal, Magpie (Ben Corbett), and his sweetheart, Margaret (Joyce Bryant), who also disguise themselves as gypsies to infiltrate the gang’s camp. Trigger Fingers was the last of the series of Tim McCoy westerns featuring Lightning Bill.

			Thursday, November 2

			The Polish government-in-exile dissolved the Sejm, the nation’s parliament. A National Council was set up to govern in its place until the end of the war.

			————

			No Hollywood movies opened, but a very interesting German one did. Die Reise nach Tilsit (The Trip to Tilsit) was not a political or historical movie but a gentle character study. It was based on the acclaimed silent film Sunrise (1927) made in the States by the German director F. W. Murnau. The remake was also about a country couple who take the train into the big city and the excitement of it all restores their troubled marriage. Filmed in a poetic yet realistic style by Veit Harlan, The Trip to Tilsit is a touching film that almost equals Sunrise. Because of the movie’s nonpolitical subject matter, it was released in the States in February 1940 and was well received.

			Friday, November 3

			In order to avoid mistakes made during World War I, the U.S. Congress amended the Neutrality Act of 1937 by repealing the embargo on arms to nations at war. Instead, the revised act allowed sales on a cash basis. In this way, there would be no large war debts to be paid to the United States when hostilities were ended.

			The war in Europe was the subject of a dark comedy on Broadway. Clare Boothe Luce’s Margin for Error was about a Jewish New York cop (Sam Levene) who is assigned to protect a Nazi diplomat (Otto Preminger) during his visit to Manhattan. The diplomat has many enemies and the cop does his best, but while listening to a Hitler broadcast with friends, the German is poisoned, stabbed, and shot. The cop reports the incident to his supervisor who, in the play’s famous closing line, asks, “Did it kill him?” Margin for Error confirmed Levene’s place as a Broadway star and the comedy ran nearly nine months. Preminger reprised his performance in the disappointing screen version in 1943 in which Milton Berle played the cop.            
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					NOVEMBER 3—PIONEER ADVENTURE IN DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK. In 1939, Henry Fonda played historical characters in Jesse James, The Story of Alexander Graham Bell, and Young Mr. Lincoln, but arguably his best performance was as a fictional farmer in Drums along the Mohawk. The John Ford action movie found room for delicate character development, as in the relationship between Fonda’s farmer and Claudette Colbert as his new wife. 20th Century Fox / Photofest © 20th Century Fox

				

			

			————

			Nine Hollywood movies opened, but there was no question about which was the best one. Drums along the Mohawk, from 20th Century-Fox, based on Walter D. Edmonds’s best-selling novel set during the American Revolution, was a masterful blending of history, romance, and adventure. Farmer Gil Martin (Henry Fonda) brings his city-bred wife, Lana (Claudette Colbert), to his remote farm in the Mohawk River Valley of upper New York State. The territory is embroiled in the War for Independence, fierce weather conditions, and attacks by unfriendly Native Americans. Lana and Gil struggle together and survive both the turmoil and the awkward period in their marriage. Although the story was fiction, historical characters appear, such as the American General Nicholas Herkimer (Roger Imhof), and true events occur, as with the Battle of Oriskany. John Ford directed (his first movie in color), Fonda was quietly noble as Gil, Colbert was appropriately frail and feminine as Lana, and Edna May Oliver got the best role of her career as the tough-tender widow who takes the Martins in after their house is burned to the ground. The action sequences are thrilling and the character scenes are moving. Drums along the Mohawk is one of the few films about this period of American history and is one of the best movies about the pioneers who shaped the new nation.

			Fans of the comedy duo Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy rate The Flying Deuces as one of their very best. Boris Morros produced the independent movie, which was released through RKO with A. Edward Sutherland directing. The film is a spoof of Beau Geste, with Ollie joining the French Foreign Legion when he finds out the pretty innkeeper’s daughter Georgette (Jean Parker), with whom he is smitten, is already married to an officer. Stan joins Ollie and they embark on a series of misadventures in the North African desert. The best laughs in the film are physical, such as the team’s confrontation with a huge pile of laundry and their hiding in an airplane and mistakenly taking to the air. There are also moments of whimsy and pathos, as when Stan plucks out a tune on the bed springs in his jail cell. The Flying Deuces often has the feel of Laurel and Hardy’s best work in silent films.

			Glenn Ford and Richard Conte both made their feature film debuts in 20th Century-Fox’s melodrama Heaven with a Barbed Wire Fence. The Manhattan store clerk Joe (Ford), who is weary of the urban rat race, has long been saving his money to buy some land in Arizona. When he does, he sets off across the country to claim it, along the way meeting up with Anita (Jean Rogers), a refugee from the Spanish Civil War, the vagabond Tony (Conte), and a hobo professor (Raymond Walburn). The view of Depression America that the foursome encounter is not pleasant, and many illusions are destroyed before the comforting ending. Dalton Trumbo worked on the screenplay, so there are some leftist ideas in the movie that are far from subtle.

			Universal released two crime dramas, as well as an aerial action movie. The former was titled Legion of Lost Flyers and it was uncomfortably similar in plot and situation to the superior Only Angels Have Wings, which was released the previous May. Flyer Gene “Loop” Gillan (Richard Arlen) cannot get a job, since he was accused of parachuting out of a faltering plane and letting four passengers die. So he goes to a remote outpost in Alaska where a small company of rogue pilots fly dangerous missions delivering goods. His old mechanic, Beef Brumley (Andy Devine), is there as well as a former friend, Ralph Perry (William Lundigan), and Gillan’s past is reopened. It turns out Perry flew the infamous flight that Gillan is accused of. These melodramatics were less important than the flying sequences, such as Gillan and Perry flying a damaged aircraft that falls apart as they approach the landing field.

			Universal’s B melodrama One Hour to Live opened in New York while Call a Messenger, another crime drama made by the same studio, premiered in Hollywood. One Hour to Live offered Charles Bickford as Inspector Sid Brady, who loses his girl Muriel (Doris Nolan) to suspected racketeer and murderer Rudolph Spain (John Litel). The more Brady pursues Spain, the more he realizes that the real power behind Spain’s illegal activities is someone else, so he goes after the unknown big shot. The film moves along quickly enough that one doesn’t notice the lack of rational behavior of some of the characters. Call a Messenger centered on a juvenile delinquent named Jimmy Hogan (Billy Halop) who is caught trying to rob a post office. Instead of sending him to reform school, the authorities give Jimmy a job as a messenger for the post office. Jimmy and his ex-con brother, Ed (Victor Jory), go straight until some mobsters use the brothers as a way to rob a series of post offices. Jimmy and Ed have a tough time convincing the cops that they are innocent.

			Republic’s contribution to the crime drama entries was Main Street Lawyer, a complicated and convoluted movie in which the past catches up with a district attorney. Abraham Lincoln Boggs (Edward Ellis) once sent a woman to prison even though he knew she was pregnant with the child of gangster Tony Marco (Harold Huber). When the woman dies in prison, Boggs adopts the baby girl and names her Honey. Years later, Honey Boggs (Anita Louise) is in love with the young prosecutor Tom Morris (Robert Baldwin), but she knows nothing about her mother. The town’s leading businessman, John Ralston (Willard Robertson), knows the truth and tries to blackmail Marco, but Marco kills him. Honey arrives on the scene, is accused of the murder, and in court her boyfriend, Morris, has to prosecute her. After some tense courtroom scenes, Boggs allows the truth to come out and justice prevails.

			Of the two westerns that opened, the Hopalong Cassidy movie Law of the Pampas from Paramount was the better. “Hoppy” (William Boyd) and his partner, Lucky (Russell Hayden), are hired to deliver a boatful of bulls to the Argentine ranch owned by Ralph Merritt (Sidney Blackmer). The outlaw Jose Valdez (Pedro de Cordoba) is now Merritt’s son-in-law and is quietly killing off Merritt’s family members, hoping to inherit the ranch. Hoppy recognizes Valdez from an old Wanted poster and is able to stop him from any further killings. RKO’s B western The Marshal of Mesa City was set in motion when schoolmarm Virginia King (Virginia Vale) refuses the romantic attentions of Sheriff Cronin (Leon Ames) of Mesa City and tries to leave town. Cronin sends his henchman Pete Henderson (Joe McGuinn) to hold up the stagecoach she is traveling in, but he is stopped by ex-lawman Cliff Mason (George O’Brien). Mason is named marshal of Mesa City and tries to prosecute Henderson, but the corrupt Judge Wainwright (Carl Stockdale) is on Cronin’s payroll. Cronin also hires the gunman Duke Allison (Henry Brandon) to kill Mason, but the marshal saves Allison’s life, so Allison helps Mason bring down Cronin and his gang.

			Before war broke out, British producer Alexander Korda was planning the film The Lion Has Wings about the threat of Fascism in Europe. Once Britain was at war, the project was rushed through production using newsreel footage to help fill out the visuals, and the propaganda film was released throughout the United Kingdom. The result is a curious blend of documentary and fiction with scenes from British history recreated to support the patriotic theme of the movie. For example, the might of the British navy in Elizabethan times is compared to the Royal Navy of the present. The Lion Has Wings was most prophetic in pointing out the vital importance of air power in a modern war and some of the footage of contemporary aircraft is very effective. There was a thin plot concerning an RAF commander (Ralph Richardson) and his sweetheart (Merle Oberon), who becomes a nurse and contributes to the cause. The weakest part of the film for modern audiences is the portrayal of Germany as a land of monstrous villains, though this was probably the most engaging part of The Lion Has Wings for British moviegoers in 1939. 

			A German film was released in the States, but it was a costume bio-pic and far from a propaganda piece. Es war eine rauschende Ballnacht (It Was a Glittering Ball), billed in American cinemas as It Was a Gay Ballnight, was about the young Russian composer Tchaikovsky (Hans Stüwe) and the aristocratic Katharina (Zarah Leander). She loves him but is already married, so Katharina secretly funds Tchaikovsky’s musical works without his ever knowing it. The film, directed by Carl Froelich for the Universum Film (UFA), is a visual feast filled with ball scenes and ballet sequences; but the monochrome coloring is disappointing. After the war, the movie was reissued in America with the title The Life and Loves of Tchaikovsky.

			Saturday, November 4

			The Neutrality Act of 1939 was passed by Congress. It most affected Americans by forbidding U.S. ships and citizens from entering clearly defined war zones.

			Stewart Graham Menzies today was appointed Chief of MI-6, the British Secret Intelligence Service. The former general would remain in the position throughout the war and up until 1959. 

			In another important announcement, the Olympics Committee named Helsinki, Finland, as the site for the 1940 Summer Olympics. As war in Europe escalated, the games were later canceled and were not held again until 1948 in London.

			The Packard Motor Car Company introduced the first air-conditioned car at the 1939 Chicago auto show. Previously the only cooling system for cars was Four and Sixty—all four windows down and driving 60 mph.

			————

			Up-and-coming actor-singer John Payne was featured in the boxing comedy Kid Nightingale, and the Warner Brothers’ movie helped to secure his career. He played singing waiter Steve Nelson, who, while waiting tables and singing one night, gets into an argument with a customer and knocks him out cold. Boxing manager Skip Davis (Walter Catlett) sees it and signs Nelson up, billing him as Kid Nightingale. Soon Nelson is involved with the mob, but with the help of his pianist-sweetheart, Judy Craig (Jane Wyman), he pulls though. The B movie is perhaps more silly than it has to be but Kid Nightingale is worth watching for Payne and the delightful character actor Catlett.

			Sunday, November 5

			Despite the real possibility of bombs and fires in London, the British celebrated Guy Fawkes Day as usual with fireworks, bonfires, singing, and drinking.

			A secret meeting was held in which three German army commanders—field marshals Fedor von Bock, Wilhelm Ritter von Leeb, and Gerd von Rundstedt—discussed the invasion of France. All three felt that the Western offensive demanded by Hitler would not be successful. They later tried to dissuade Hitler from the plan but failed. Yet all three commanders were involved in the successful invasion of France.

			————

			The Canadian Mounties were the heroes in the convoluted melodrama Fighting Mad from minor-league Criterion Pictures. When Ann Wenwick (Sally Blane) witnesses a bank robbery, the robbers takes her and the money to Canada and put both in a trailer. But the trailer hitch breaks, the trailer disconnects and falls into a lake, and Ann is rescued by the Mounties. Then a warrant for her arrest is issued in the United States because she is a material witness. Ann gives a false name to the Mounties and runs away, forcing the Mounties to rescue her once again from the clutches of the robbers. The characters and dialogue were as ridiculous as the story.

			The animated Porky Pig was upstaged by a camel in the Warner Brothers short Porky in Egypt. On vacation in Egypt, Porky rents the camel Humpty Bumpty and they get lost in the desert. Both start to hallucinate in the heat, the camel going so far as playing the bagpipes and dancing a jig. The cartoon is uneven, but Humpty Bumpty makes it all worthwhile.

			Monday, November 6

			Hitler’s plan to squash the intelligentsia of Poland began in Krakow. Under the code name Sonderaktion Krakau, the Gestapo called for a mandatory meeting of the 183 professors and lecturers of Jagiellonian University to explain the German plan for higher education in Poland. When the staff was assembled, they were all arrested by the Nazis and all but a handful were sent to the Sachsenhausen concentration camp in Oranienburg, Germany.

			Agatha Christie’s biggest-selling novel of her remarkable career was released in the United Kingdom. Published by the Collins Crime Publishers with the unfortunate title Ten Little Niggers (the title taken from a popular blackface song in England), the mystery novel was later rereleased as And Then There Were None, though it is also known as Ten Little Indians. The tale of a group of strangers lured to an island estate where they are murdered one by one has been frequently adapted for radio, the stage, television, and film, including movie versions in 1945 and 1974 as And Then There Were None and remakes in 1965 and 1988 as Ten Little Indians.

			In broadcast news, the commercial television station WGY-TV in Schenectady, New York, began service. 

			And Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood debuted on the radio. The actress-turned-gossip-columnist grew even more powerful with this program, continuing to reign until the early 1960s. 

			————

			The short-lived Producers Distributing Corporation today offered an inferior prison drama, Buried Alive, which had theatrics, romance, and unintended humor. Prison nurse Joan Wright (Beverly Roberts) is loved by three staff members, including the nervous executioner Ernie Matthews (George Pembroke), who wants to stop pulling the electric chair switch and buy a farm. But she falls in love with the convict Johnny Martin (Robert Wilcox), who is wrongfully accused of starting a prison brawl and later blamed when his mentally simple cellmate, Big Billy (Don Rowan), strangles a prison guard. It takes a lot to get Johnny back in the good graces of the warden so he can get paroled and marry Joan.

			Tuesday, November 7

			Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands and King Leopold III of the Belgians offered to mediate in the European war. Nothing came of the offer. The Polish government-in-exile named Władysław Sikorski the general inspector of the armed forces.

			————

			The heroes in Monogram’s crime drama Heroes in Blue were policemen. The cop Terry Murphy (Dick Purcell) has a brother (Charles Quigley) who is a petty thief, and his father (Frank Sheridan) is a night watchman who has been forced to cooperate with a gang of robbers. It’s a tall order, but Terry manages to save both brother and father. Weak acting was matched by the low-budget production values, making this B movie a chore to sit through now and probably then as well.

			Wednesday, November 8

			On the sixteenth anniversary of his triumph at the Beer Hall Putsch in Munich, Hitler returned to the city as he did annually. Eight minutes after he concluded a speech at the Bürgerbräukeller, a time bomb exploded near the speaking platform and eight people were killed, but Hitler was safely away. The carpenter Johann Georg Elser was found with incriminating documents at the Swiss border and brought back to Munich for interrogation. Had Hitler not begun his speech thirty minutes earlier than originally announced, the bomb would have killed him. Elser was in various prisons before he was executed at Dachau in 1945. 

			CBS-TV station W2XAB transmitted an all-electronic system broadcast from the top of the Chrysler Building in New York City.

			The biggest hit of the theatre season opened on Broadway: the comedy Life with Father by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse. Based on a series of stories by Clarence Day about the domineering patriarch of a household in turn-of-the-century Manhattan, the comedy was both nostalgic for a simpler time and funny in a domestic way. Coauthor Howard Lindsay played Father and the actor’s wife, Dorothy Stickney, was the dithering but sly wife, Vinnie. The reviews were all valentines, and Life with Father went on to run eight years—still the longest-running nonmusical in the Broadway record books. The 1947 film version starred William Powell and Irene Dunne as the parents.               
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					NOVEMBER 8—COMEDY LIFE WITH FATHER THE BROADWAY HIT OF THE SEASON. In his review in the New York Times, critic Brooks Atkinson had no idea how prophetic he was when he wrote, “Sooner or later, everyone will have to see Life with Father.” Everyone did come to see it, and the comedy ran 3,224 performances, still a record for a play on Broadway. Photofest

				

			

			————

			Teenage singing star Deanna Durbin got her first screen kiss in the modern Cinderella tale First Love, presented by Universal. Orphan Connie Harding (Durbin) graduates from boarding school and is forced to live with her Aunt Grace (Leatrice Joy) and Uncle James (Eugene Pallette), who are indifferent to her. Connie is disdained by her cousin Barbara (Helen Parrish), a noted socialite who is more than a little snobby. When the family is invited to a big society dance, Barbara sees to it that Connie is not included. But with the help of the household servants, Connie gets to the ball and meets her Prince Charming in the form of handsome Ted Drake (Robert Stack), who just happens to be Barbara’s boyfriend. It might have been rather trite, but First Love is charming throughout with a touch of screwball comedy here and there. Although the film is not a musical, Durbin gets to sing four times, which adds to the enchantment.

			In Columbia’s third Blondie film of 1939, Blondie Brings Up Baby, the Bumstead parents (Penny Singleton and Arthur Lake) are convinced that their Baby Dumpling (Larry Simms) is a child prodigy, so they register him in a school for gifted children. But on the first day of school, the family dog Daisy follows Baby to school and is picked up by the dog catcher. Baby is so distraught that he sets off to find Daisy and everyone thinks the child has been kidnapped. Comic complications continue, including papa Dagwood getting arrested as a kidnapping suspect, until the happy ending. Unlike some of the more farcical Blondie movies, Blondie Brings Up Baby has situations closer to real life even though the whole thing is slightly daffy.

			Paramount came up with an intelligent adventure film, Rulers of the Sea, which was a fictional account of the first steam-powered ship to cross the Atlantic Ocean. Engineer John Shaw (Will Fyffe) and sailor David Gillespie (Douglas Fairbanks Jr.) spend years developing a durable steam engine and a ship that can support it. They spend even more time getting the financing, but in the 1840s they set sail with Shaw’s daughter Mary (Margaret Lockwood) from Liverpool to prove that steam will indeed rule the seas. They encounter various difficulties on the voyage, including a violent storm and a failed engine, but they make it to New York and history is made. The romance between Gillespie and Mary is believable, thanks to the chemistry between Fairbanks and Lockwood. Also of interest are the villains (George Bancroft and Montagu Love) who try to block the steamship experiment.

			Thursday, November 9

			Supreme Allied Commander Maurice Gamelin of the French forces, meeting with his staff in Vincennes, outlined his Dyle Plan for keeping German troops east of the Dyle River. The plan presumed that the concentration of German forces was farther north, near Belgium; in reality, the Germans were stronger in the south and had no trouble entering France in May of 1940.

			Two British spies were captured by Nazi officers outside the town of Venio in the Netherlands. Although the Dutch nation had declared neutrality, Hitler used the so-called Venio Incident as evidence of Dutch-British collusion and justified his invasion of the Netherlands also in May of 1940.

			The annual Nobel Prizes were announced in Stockholm, Sweden, today. The prize for physics went to the American Ernest O. Lawrence for his development of the cyclotron. The literature award went to Finnish writer Frans Eemil Sillanpää. The chemistry Nobel was shared by German biochemist Adolf Friedrich Johann Butenandt for his study of sex hormones and Swiss scientist Leopold Ruzicka for his work on polymethylenes. The prize for economic sciences went to Norwegian economist Ragnar Frisch and Dutch economist Jan Tinbergen, and the award for medicine was shared by German Max Delbrück, American Alfred D. Hershey, and Italian Salvador E. Luria. The Nobel Peace Prize was not awarded that year, though Swedish Parliament member E. G. C. Brandt nominated Hitler for the honor.

			Friday, November 10

			Before it was changed to Veterans Day in 1954, today was Armistice Day in the United States, named after the Armistice that ended World War I and honoring veterans of the armed forces. Parades and ceremonies were held in cities and towns across the nation.

			For the first time, Hitler traveled in his new personal aircraft, the Focke-Wulf 200 Condor which was named Immelmann III after the World War I flying ace Max Immelmann.

			The United States Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia unanimously ruled that schoolchildren did not have to salute the American flag if such action conflicted with their religious beliefs.

			A prolific character actor of stage and screen, Etienne Giradot died in Hollywood at the age of eighty-three. The diminutive British-born actor had appeared in eight 1939 films and just completed filming Isle of Destiny (1940) when he passed away.

			————

			John Willard’s 1922 Broadway thriller The Cat and the Canary had been filmed, under various titles, three times before Paramount came up with this mystery-comedy favorite. The plot remained the same but with Bob Hope playing the cowardly Wally Campbell, the chills were mixed with laughs. Ten years after the death of millionaire Cyrus Norman, the six surviving relatives are gathered at the spooky family mansion to hear the reading of the will by lawyer Crosby (George Zucco). Norman left his estate to Joyce (Paulette Goddard), but should she show any signs of insanity the money goes to the person indicated in a sealed envelope. During the night, the lawyer is murdered and efforts are made to drive Joyce insane. The “Cat” of the title was the nickname of a homicidal maniac who had escaped from an asylum and was thought to be in the neighborhood. Hope plays Joyce’s bodyguard and his wisecracking comments as they face danger are the highlight of the film. Elliott Nugent was the shrewd director and the supporting cast included Elizabeth Patterson, John Beal, Douglass Montgomery, and Gale Sondergaard.

			RKO’s historical adventure Allegheny Uprising is a film that just misses classic status but has strong entertainment values all the same. In Pennsylvania’s Allegheny Valley in 1759, the British commander Captain Swanson (George Sanders) allows the corrupt trader Ralph Callendar (Brian Donlevy) to sell guns and liquor to the local Native Americans. The area colonists are angry with the tribes’ frequent attacks so, led by Quaker Jim Smith (John Wayne), a group of them dress up as Native Americans and attack the shipments of alcohol and arms. The action puts Smith in jail but at his trial he is vindicated and the colonists are able to keep the tribes at bay. The movie is filled with interesting supporting characters, such as the tomboy Janie MacDougall (Claire Trevor), who loves Smith; her hard-drinking father (Wilfred Lawson); the shrewd lawyer Duncan (Robert Barrat); Callendar’s henchman Poole (Ian Wolfe); and the slick-talking professor (Moroni Olsen). Although Allegheny Uprising was not as popular as the earlier Stagecoach, it also helped make John Wayne a star.

			The Higgins family returned to the screen for the third time in 1939 in the frantic Republic comedy The Covered Trailer. Joe (James Gleason), Lil (Lucile Gleason), and various Higginses go on a fishing trip pulling a trailer behind their car. They meet with a series of far-fetched comic misadventures involving not only the family but the police, a doctor from the lunatic asylum, a forger, and a bear. The labored comedy was not for all tastes, but there were some fun performances in all the commotion. 

			Much shorter and funnier was the Walter Lantz cartoon Scrambled Eggs. The mischievous forest elf Peterkin is angry at the birds for complaining about his flute playing, so he secretly switches all the eggs in the various nests. When canaries hatch out of sparrows’ nests and blackbirds appear in mockingbirds’ nests, the parents are angry and confused. After arguing with their mates, all the female birds go home to mother and Peterkin is left to tend to and feed all the baby birds. The Technicolor cartoon is a visual treat as is the animation and characterization.

			Saturday, November 11

			The Ezras Israel Synagogue in Lodz, Poland, was burned down by the Nazis. The property that the imposing 1904 structure sat on was later turned into part of the Lodz Ghetto.

			In a radio broadcast from London, Queen Elizabeth reminded the women of the British Empire that in the war, “We, no less than men, have real and vital work to do.”

			Sunday, November 12

			Armistice Day in Britain is also known as Remembrance Sunday because it falls on the Sunday closest to November 11 each year. Traditionally there is a ceremony at the Whitehall Cenotaph in London in which wreaths are laid on behalf of the King and Queen and people leave flowers. There is also an official two minutes’ silence at 11 a.m. On this Remembrance Sunday, both traditions were dispensed with but many Britons publicly observed them all the same.

			In response to the Belgian and Dutch offer of mediation, the French government stated that Germany must repair “the injustices which force has imposed on Austria, Czechoslovakia and Poland” before peace could be discussed. In Great Britain, King George VI replied that the “essential conditions upon which we are determined that an honorable peace must be secured have already been plainly stated.”

			Monday, November 13

			Two World War II firsts occurred. The Germans dropped bombs on the Shetland Islands off the northern coast of Scotland. It was the first Nazi bombing on British soil. There were no casualties. The HMS Blanche became the first British destroyer to be sunk in the war when it hit a mine in the Thames Estuary. 

			Diplomatic relations between Finland and the Soviet Union were severed when the Finnish delegation in Moscow refused to accede to the Soviet demands for military installations in Finland.

			The Polish resistance movement, known as the Zwia¸zek Walki Zbrojnej (ZWZ), or the Union of Armed Struggle, was created to combat their nation’s German and Russian occupiers. 

			Tuesday, November 14

			German diplomat Joachim von Ribbentrop informed the Belgian and Dutch envoys in Berlin that Germany was rejecting their joint mediation offer because of the negative responses from Britain and France.

			An oil refinery fire in Lagunillas, Venezuela, destroyed the entire town and killed five hundred people.

			On Broadway, the allegorical drama Thunder Rock by Robert Ardrey opened to appreciative reviews but could not find an audience and closed three weeks later. The play, about a disillusioned journalist (Luther Adler) who learns the value of democracy from some ghosts from the past, was made into a British film in 1942 with Michael Redgrave as the troubled newspaperman. 

			————

			The Invisible Killer, a low-budget thriller from Producers Distributing Corporation, had an interesting premise but quickly fell apart because of its weak writing and directing. Hardboiled news reporter Sue Walker (Grace Bradley) and her boyfriend, police detective lieutenant Jerry Brown (Roland Drew), go after a gambling racket tied to a series of poison murders. It turns out the culprit of the title was killing people by placing poison pellets in the receiver end of their telephones.

			Wednesday, November 15

			In the Second Sino-Japanese War, the Battle of South Guangxi began. Japanese troops landed on the coast of Guangxi, and for fifteen days the Chinese launched several offensives, losing over twenty-three thousand men.

			Roosevelt dedicated the cornerstone for the Jefferson Memorial in Washington. Also, two new categories of Social Security beneficiaries were added: spouses and minor children of deceased workers.

			Thursday, November 16

			Famous mobster Al Capone, suffering from paresis and syphilis, was released from federal custody after serving seven-and-a-half years of his eleven-year sentence for tax evasion. Capone went directly from prison to a Baltimore hospital for treatment. He lived another eight years, dying from cardiac arrest in Palm Island, Florida, at the age of forty-eight.

			Pierce Butler, an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, died at the age of seventy-three. The Catholic Democrat from Minnesota had been appointed by Warren Harding in 1923 and was still on the bench when he died.

			The Dutch tanker Sliedrecht was stopped by the German submarine U-28 off the coast of Ireland and the ship’s documents were examined by the sub commander, Günter Kuhnke. Although the Netherlands was a neutral country, the papers showed that the tanker was carrying supplies to the British fortress at Gibraltar. Kuhnke ordered the German crew off the Sliedrecht then sunk the tanker with a single torpedo. Half of the Dutch crew perished.

			————

			The crime drama-romance from Universal titled Missing Evidence had an A-list cast but was little better than a B movie. The FBI agent Bill Collins (Preston Foster) is out to solve a counterfeit sweepstakes ticket operation and it leads him to the pretty Linda Parker (Irene Hervey), who sells the fake tickets at a cigar stand but doesn’t know they are counterfeit. Neither does Jerry Howard (Chick Chandler), who delivers the tickets to her. Collins arranges for both Linda and Jerry to get jobs working for the crime boss Paul Duncan (Noel Madison) and find out who Mr. X is, the power behind the operation. Much screen time was taken up with the romance between Bill and Linda, which was not much more interesting than the crime tale.

			The other two entries were westerns. Monogram’s Overland Mail was true to its title, the heroes being mail riders for the Overland Stage Company. When a gang of outlaws murders a Native American brave, the tribe vows revenge and an uprising is in the works. Riders Jack Mason (Addison Randall) and Porchy (Vince Barnett) suspect that Joe Polini (Tristram Coffin), the leader of a counterfeiting ring, is responsible for the murder. With the help of federal agent Duke Evans (Dennis Moore), they find Polini and turn him over to the tribal chief, keeping peace in the territory.

			Gene Autry was the star of the other western, Republic’s Rovin’ Tumbleweeds. The singing cowboy became a U.S. Congressman in this tale about a valley that has been destroyed by a flood because the corrupt congressman Fuller (Gordon Harry) has blocked a flood control bill. Autry runs for Congress, defeats Fuller, and goes to Washington, where he runs up against more political corruption. With storms brewing and another flood expected, Autry finally convinces Congressman Holloway (Douglass Dumbrille) to push for the bill and a happy ending. Autry sings five songs in the movie, including the standard “Back in the Saddle Again” and one ditty about, of all places, Hawaii.

			Friday, November 17

			Reacting to recent student protests throughout Czechoslovakia, Nazi troops stormed the University of Prague and other colleges. Nine students were executed that same day without a trial and over one thousand other students were arrested and sent to concentration camps. All Czech universities were closed for the duration of the war. The 17th of November is still observed in the Czech Republic as International Students’ Day in remembrance of those students.

			The Broadway musical Very Warm for May opened but, despite a superb score by Jerome Kern (music) and Oscar Hammerstein (lyrics), the show only lasted seven weeks. The standout song from the musical was “All the Things You Are,” which went on to be a major hit, remaining eleven weeks on radio’s Your Hit Parade. With the failure of Very Warm for May, Kern went to Hollywood and his illustrious thirty-five-year Broadway career ended.

			————

			The third of six MGM movies featuring sleuths Nick (William Powell) and Nora Charles (Myna Loy), Another Thin Man is one of the best in the series. The couple now have a one-year-old child, Nick Jr. (William A. Poulson), and are trying to be domestic, but they are intrigued when the wealthy manufacturer Colonel MacFay (C. Aubrey Smith) asks Nick to protect him from Phil Church (Sheldon Leonard), an ex-con who is out for revenge because he took the rap for some of MacFay’s illegal business deals. When the colonel is found murdered, the police believe Church is the obvious suspect but Nick and Nora think otherwise. The MacFay household is filled with suspects and there are several complications (including the murder of Church) before Nick discovers that MacFay’s greedy daughter Lois (Virginia Grey) killed both the colonel and her ex-lover, Church. One of the film’s most memorable scenes is when a group of ex-cons descends on the Charles’s Manhattan apartment with babies to throw a birthday party for Nick Jr. Stylishly directed by W. S. Van Dyke and acted with dry panache by Powell and Loy, Another Thin Man is Hollywood mystery-comedy at its best.

			History and Shakespeare are given the Hollywood horror film treatment in Universal’s Tower of London, and the result, while no Richard III, is ghastly fun. The hunchbacked Richard (Basil Rathbone) gets to be king by killing off all of the family members standing between him and the throne. Much of his dirty work is done by his club-footed henchman, Mord (Boris Karloff), including the murder of the two young princes one night in the Tower. Once Richard is crowned, fate turns against him and he is slain in battle. Rowland V. Lee directed in the gothic horror style that Universal excelled at and the acting throughout is sly and macabre. The first-rate supporting cast includes Vincent Price, Ian Hunter, Barbara O’Neil, Ernest Cossart, Leo G. Carroll, and Nan Grey. Tower of London was remade by Roger Corman in 1962 with Price as Richard and, to save money, the battle scenes were lifted directly from the 1939 original.

			RKO launched a successful series of homespun dramas with Meet Dr. Christian. Jean Hersholt played the title character, an elderly and big-hearted physician in the small town of River’s End, Minnesota. As the community grows, the doctor tries to convince the mayor, John Hewitt (Paul Harvey), and the town council that a hospital is needed, but the politicians are only interested in the new highway being built that will put River’s End on the map. When Hewitt’s daughter Patsy (Patsy Parsons) is near death, Dr. Christian is able to save her using the outmoded equipment at his clinic. The doctor is cheered and consequently gets his hospital. Without being very exciting, the Dr. Christian movies were comforting and appealing to 1939 audiences. Hersholt returned as the physician in five subsequent movies and in a television series before his death in 1956.

			The Jones Family, which 20th Century-Fox had introduced in Educating Father (1936), was back again in Too Busy to Work with Jed Prouty again playing patriarch John Jones and Spring Byington as his wife. The thin plot concerns John’s decision to run for mayor of the town and how the family business suffers while he is out campaigning all the time. Wife and daughters bring him back to earth when they decide not to do any of their usual household work. The plan succeeds and the women save the family business as well as the Jones family itself.

			Republic’s Roy Rogers western Saga of Death Valley was indeed a saga and one with an almost mythic plot. Land baron Ed Tasker (Frank M. Thomas) kills the owner of the Circle R Ranch, leaving two orphaned sons. Tasker takes the younger boy, Tim (Buzz Buckley), with him, leaving adolescent Roy (Tommy Baker) behind to be raised in another town. Years later, Roy (Roy Rogers) returns to the valley and leads the other ranchers in revolt against Tasker, who is extorting money from them. Roy doesn’t know that Tasker’s henchman Jerry (Don “Red” Barry) is his own brother Tim and Jerry/Tim doesn’t recognize Roy, so there are some startling revelations that follow. Saga of Death Valley has a tragic ending and a somber feeling that is not typical of Rogers’s westerns. Consequently, some fans rate the film as one of his best.

			Saturday, November 18

			Two days after the Dutch tanker Sliedrecht was torpedoed by a German submarine, the ocean liner Simon Bolivar from the Netherlands sank off the east coast of England when it ran into two mines planted by the Nazis. Of the approximately 400 passengers on board, 102 died. The British accused the Germans of laying the mines in violation of Article VIII of the 1907 Hague Convention, which forbade using mines in areas frequented by commercial shipping.

			Three bombs exploded in central London but remarkably there were no injuries. The Irish Republican Army claimed responsibility for the attacks.

			The crusading American journalist Heywood Broun died from pneumonia at the age of fifty-one. During his newspaper career, Broun wrote sports stories, opinion columns, and theatre reviews. His most quoted line was “Posterity is as likely to be wrong as anybody else.”

			Sunday, November 19

			The construction of barricades around the Warsaw Ghetto was completed today by the German occupiers and strict regulations about entering and exiting the area were put into action.

			Yankee baseballer Joe DiMaggio married film actress Dorothy Arnold in San Francisco as twenty thousand fans lined the streets around St. Peter and Paul Church. The couple divorced in 1944, and ten years later DiMaggio married Marilyn Monroe, also in San Francisco.

			Monday, November 20

			A British submarine sunk a German ship for the first time in World War II. The sub HMS Sturgeon torpedoed the Nazi patrol vessel V-209 in the North Sea. 

			The comic book superheroes Flash, the fastest man alive, and Hawkman, the winged vigilante, were introduced by DC Comics. 

			Tuesday, November 21

			British prime minister Chamberlain announced in the House of Commons that the government had declared a blockade of German exports in reprisal for numerous incidents at sea such as the sinking of the Dutch tanker Simon Bolivar. 

			British destroyer HMS Gipsy struck a mine off the east coast of England and sank with the loss of thirty crew members.

			Wednesday, November 22

			Word had spread throughout the crime underworld that mobster Harry “Big Greenie” Greenberg would become a police informant. He was gunned down outside his Los Angeles home by Bugsy Siegel, Whitey Krakower, Frankie Carbo, and Albert Tannenbaum. Siegel was arrested and tried for the murder but was not convicted.

			Members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses had been barred from passing out handbills in New Jersey by a local ordinance. The case went all the way to the Supreme Court and the justices handed down the decision, Schneider v. New Jersey, that such distribution was protected by the First Amendment rights of freedom of speech.

			————

			Columbia came up with a sprightly comic vehicle for stars Melvyn Douglas and Joan Blondell with The Amazing Mr. Williams. The title character is police lieutenant Kenny Williams (Douglas), who is married to his job. When he gets engaged to the mayor’s secretary, Maxine Carroll (Blondell), the wedding keeps getting postponed every time an important murder case comes up. The new case requires Williams to disguise himself as a woman (mustache and all) which amuses Maxine as much as the audience. There are a few too many twists and turns in the plot before Maxine finally gets Williams to the altar, but for the most part this screwball comedy-mystery is worth the ride. The sportive supporting cast includes Donald MacBride, Edward Brophy, Clarence Kolb, and Ruth Donnelly.

			Thursday, November 23

			In order to lengthen the Christmas shopping season and encourage commerce during the Depression, Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving Day from the last Thursday in November to a week earlier. Today was the first Thanksgiving since the change. In 1941, pressure was put on Roosevelt and he changed the holiday to the fourth Thursday in November. 

			German authorities announced that all Jews over the age of ten residing in Nazi-occupied lands must wear white armbands bearing a Star of David.

			The HMS Rawalpindi, a British armed merchant ship, was sunk by German warships in the North Atlantic halfway between Norway and Iceland. Of the 286 British crew members aboard, 238 died.

			————

			The mystifying logic of Hollywood is on display in The Return of Doctor X, a horror film intended for Boris Karloff. When the actor was unavailable, Warner Brothers cast Humphrey Bogart as the title doctor, who was, in essence, a vampire. Dr. Marshall Quesne (Bogart) has died, but he shows up again and seems fit as a fiddle except for his need for human blood. When the actress Angela Merrova (Lya Lys) dies and then also returns to life, the news reporter Walter Garnett (Wayne Morris) starts to investigate and traces Dr. Quesne to a series of grisly murders. The film is very earnest and not played for laughs but modern audiences have trouble with Bogart doing a horror movie. That said, his acting is not embarrassing though the actor himself was forever after embarrassed by The Return of Doctor X. Also turning in sturdy performances were Rosemary Lane, Dennis Morgan, and John Litel.

			Friday, November 24

			One hundred twenty Czech students who had staged protests at Prague University and had been accused and convicted of anti-Nazi plotting were executed.

			The Japanese Imperial Army captured the city of Nanning in southern China on this date. This meant that the only way supplies could be brought to the Chinese army from Indochina was by way of the treacherous Burma Road.

			In England, Imperial Airways and British Airways Ltd. merged to form British Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC). Today the company is known as British Airways.

			————

			Sixteen-year-old Linda Darnell makes a convincing wife of two years in the 20th Century-Fox romantic comedy Day-Time Wife. When Jane Norton (Darnell) finds out that her husband, Ken (Tyrone Power), is philandering with his secretary, Kitty (Wendy Barrie), she tries to get even by getting a job as secretary to Ken’s skirt-chasing colleague Bernard Dexter (William Warren). Ken gets jealous but Jane has her hands full avoiding Dexter’s amorous advances. The comedy has some splendid supporting players, including Joan Davis, Leonid Kinskey, and particularly Binnie Barnes as Jane’s thrice-married friend Blanche, whose advice is usually questionable. Gregory Ratoff was the nimble director.

			Bandleader Kay Kyser was extremely popular in 1939 with his radio program Kay Kyser’s Kollege of Musical Knowledge so RKO featured Kyser and his band in the quasi-musical movie That’s Right—You’re Wrong. The Hollywood mogul J. D. Forbes (Moroni Olsen) decides what his studio needs is a movie with Kay Kyser and his band. Kyser (playing himself) and his band and vocalists (also playing themselves) go to Hollywood where the bandleader is cast as a dashing European lover. Producer Stacy Delmore (Adolphe Menjou) senses disaster when he meets the puny, egghead Kyser so he has screenwriters Tom Village (Edward Everett Horton) and Dwight Cook (Hobart Cavanaugh) rewrite the script. But no matter what the studio tries, Kyser is no movie star and soon he and his band and singers are back on the radio. Thrown into the confusion are Lucille Ball, May Robson, Dennis O’Keefe, and Roscoe Karns, but one’s enjoyment of the silly film depends on the appeal of Kyser. Audiences who tuned into his radio program were anxious to see him on the screen and That’s Right—You’re Wrong was a hit, followed by seven more Kyser comedies. Modern audiences are more likely to enjoy the movie for the musical numbers by the band and vocalists like Ginny Simms, Harry Babbitt, Sully Mason, and M. A. Bogue, better known as Ish Kabibble.

			Million Dollar Productions, another short-lived minor studio, came up with a comedy titled One Dark Night that featured a cast of some talented African Americans. The lazy, unemployed Samson Brown (Mantan Moreland) is so tired of being badgered by his wife Hannah (Betty Treadville) and his in-laws that he leaves home and wanders freely across the country. In a desert he stumbles upon a uranium mine and gets rich, but when he returns home life is still a burden. Distinctive singer Josephine Edwards got to croon two songs. The film is believed to be lost.

			Paramount offered a Depression-chaser of a film with the comedy-drama Our Neighbors—The Carters, which was not afraid to pull on the heart strings. Doc Carter (Frank Craven); his wife, Ellen (Fay Bainter); and their five kids are in difficult straits since Doc’s drugstore went bankrupt. Their neighbors Bill (Edmund Lowe) and Gloria Hastings (Genevieve Tobin) have lots of money but no children so Bill offers to adopt one of the Carter children. The Carters struggle with the proposition but realize they cannot do such a thing. The happy ending was achieved when Bill buys Doc a new drugstore and the Hastings decide to start their own family through an adoption agency.

			Saturday, November 25

			The 1940 Winter Olympics, scheduled to be held in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, were canceled today by Henri de Baillet-Latour, president of the International Olympic Committee. The Winter Olympics were not held again until 1948 when they took place in St. Moritz, Switzerland.

			The annual Yale-Harvard football game took place at Harvard Stadium where the Yale Bulldogs beat the home team 20–7.

			————

			Dr. James Kildare and the familiar Blair General Hospital characters from the MGM series returned in The Secret of Dr. Kildare. The wise and elderly Dr. Gillespie (Lionel Barrymore) is suffering from cancer yet still wants to pursue his study of sulfa drugs to cure pneumonia. Dr. Kildare (Lew Ayres) gets caught up in the case of the wealthy heiress Nancy Messenger (Helen Gilbert) who is going blind yet has no physical causes. Also facing serious illness is Kildare’s father (Samuel S. Hinds), but he refuses to tell his son. Dr. Gillespie cures the elder Kildare then sets off on a long vacation while Kildare gets to the root of Nancy’s psychological blindness. The strong acting throughout raises The Secret of Dr. Kildare above soapy melodrama.

			Warner Brothers’ drama We Are Not Alone is probably the first Hollywood movie to include the outbreak of World War II in its plot. Dr. David Newcomb (Paul Muni) and his high-strung wife, Jessica (Flora Robson), live in a small town in England with their sensitive son, Gerald (Raymond Severn). The doctor feels the boy needs a more sympathetic person in his life so he hires the kind but emotionally damaged German girl Leni Krafft (Jane Bryan) as caretaker for the boy. When the war breaks out, Newcomb makes efforts to get Leni back to Germany. Both are arrested for the murder of Jessica, who took an overdose of sleeping pills that Gerald accidentally put in her regular pill bottle. Rather than hurt Gerald, Newcomb decides not to talk and to be sentenced and executed with Leni. Based on a novel by James Hilton, We Are Not Alone was not a hit like Hilton’s Goodbye, Mr. Chips. The plotting was often contrived but the superior cast made the drama palatable.

			Sunday, November 26

			Copying Hitler’s excuse to invade Poland by setting up a mock attack by the enemy, Stalin ordered an attack on the Russian village of Mainila near the Finnish border and then blamed the attack on Finland.

			————

			Paramount held the premiere for its western Geronimo in Phoenix, Arizona, which was a more authentic location than the California hills where the movie was filmed. At least there was authenticity in having the title character played by Chief Thundercloud (né Victor Daniels), who was part Cherokee. The film portrays Geromino and his tribe attacking the white settlers using weapons provided by the gun runner Gillespie (Gene Lockhart). President Grant assigns Captain Bill Starrett (Preston Foster) to stop Geronimo, but most of the work is done by the aged General Steele (Ralph Morgan) and his upstart son, Lieutenant John Steele (William Henry). Playing the scout Sneezer, Andy Devine got a more fully developed character than he was usually handed. The acting throughout is better than the action scenes, most of which were lifted from previous Paramount westerns. Legend has it that members of the U.S. Army parachute company in Fort Benning, Georgia, saw this film the night before test jumping and started the tradition of shouting “Geronimo!” when jumping from a plane.

			Monday, November 27

			Finland officials strongly denied that they were responsible for the shelling of the Russian town of Mainila. The Finnish statement suggested that the Soviets had accidentally fired upon their own village while conducting training exercises.

			A powerful drama, Key Largo, opened on Broadway and, although it was a success, the work is more known today for its 1948 screen version. The Maxwell Anderson play was set in a remote Florida motel in the Keys run by the blind D’Alcala (Harold Johnsrud) and his sister, Alegre (Uta Hagen). The guilt-ridden King McCloud (Paul Muni), who fought in the Spanish Civil War, visits D’Alcala just as the gangster Murillo (Frederic Torzere) and his gang take over the place while running from the police. McCloud kills the head gangster then is himself killed, finally at peace with himself. It was Paul Muni’s first Broadway appearance in seven years, so audiences allowed the production to run a profitable three months. The later movie version, which made several changes in the script, starred Humphrey Bogart, Lionel Barrymore, Edward G. Robinson, Lauren Bacall, and Claire Trevor.

			————

			Cheer Boys Cheer, a British comedy that had fun with Romeo and Juliet, opened in London and brought some comic relief to nervous Britons. The scheming brewery owner Edward Ironside (Edmund Gwenn) attempts to drive his rival, the mild-mannered Tom Greenleaf (C. V. France), out of business and chaos breaks out in the town. Only the love between Ironside’s son John (Peter Coke) and Greenleaf’s daughter Margaret (Nova Pilbeam) brings about a happy ending. The Ealing comedy was broad in its humor, some of which was pretty dark, such as having Ironside reading Mein Kampf with glee. 

			Tuesday, November 28

			In what was more of a test than an aggressive raid, twelve Bristol Blenheims of the Royal Air Force flew over France into Germany today and dropped some bombs on the Nazi seaplane base at Borkum. The damage was minimal but more importantly all twelve bombers returned to England safely, proving the viability of future raids. 

			Throughout Great Britain, valuable art and historic treasures were being stored away in safe places in anticipation of Nazi bombing. The Magna Carta, the invaluable thirteenth-century document that was the cornerstone of British law and government, was currently in New York City on display at the World’s Fair. The British Museum asked the Library of Congress in Washington to keep the Magna Carta in its collection until the end of the war.

			The Heisman Trophy Trust announced that footballer Nile Kinnick of the University of Iowa was the winner of that year’s Heisman Trophy. Kinnick is the only Heisman winner to die in combat and the only one to have a stadium named after him, Kinnick Stadium at the University of Iowa.

			Sixty-year-old Ethel Barrymore played a ninety-seven-year-old murderess in the drama Farm of Three Echoes, which opened on Broadway today. The critics castigated the Noel Langley play but praised Barrymore’s performance, helping the production run six weeks.

			Wednesday, November 29

			In Moscow, the government institution called the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet decreed that all permanent residents of Soviet-occupied Poland were now considered full citizens of the USSR. The decree also stated that as citizens, the Poles would be obligated to serve in the Red Army.

			Naturalized American citizen Fritz Julius Kuhn of the pro-Hitler German American Bund was found guilty in a New York City court on five counts of larceny and forgery. Kuhn was later sentenced to two and a half years in prison for embezzlement and tax evasion. In 1943, while in prison, Kuhn’s citizenship was canceled and in 1945 he was deported back to Germany.

			Broadway saw a jazz version of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream when the musical Swingin’ the Dream opened in the huge Center Theatre. The story was set in Louisiana in the 1890s and most of the cast was African American, including Louis Armstrong as Bottom and Butterfly McQueen as Puck. The extravaganza also included Benny Goodman and his Sextet and a score by James Van Heusen that included the jazz standard “Darn That Dream.” The expensive show could not draw enough patrons to keep the large venue filled, so it closed after thirteen performances.

			————

			The day’s two entries were westerns. Universal’s Chip of the Flying U centered on the Flying U Ranch, which is on the coast and run by Margaret Whitmore (Doris Weston). Smuggler Ed Duncan (Anthony Warde) needs the ranch to store the explosives that his gang brings ashore. His operation is discovered and stopped by Chip Bennett (Johnny Mack Brown), the ranch foreman who is falsely accused of robbing the local bank. His sidekick, Weary (Fuzzy Knight), provided the comedy and there were a handful of songs sung by Bob Baker and the Texas Rangers. The B movie is an unpretentious action western with some noteworthy performances.

			Republic’s Cowboys from Texas was about the feuding between cattlemen and homesteaders in Texas territory opened up by the government. The greedy Clay Allison (Ivan Miller) sends his henchman Duke Plummer (Ethan Laidlaw) to start a range war, both sides thinking the other is starting the trouble. But Stony Brooke (Robert Livingston) and his colleagues known as the Mesquiteers suspect Allison is behind it all and go undercover to get the proof. The up-and-coming starlet Carole Landis was wasted as one of the homesteaders.

			Thursday, November 30

			The tension in Europe increased as Soviet troops numbering over six hundred thousand attacked Finland on several fronts and the Russo-Finnish War began. Small but determined Finland had been mobilizing for weeks in preparation for such an attack, particularly when Finland refused to allow a Soviet naval base and the stationing of Russian troops in their country. Finland put up an impressive resistance against the much stronger USSR, but, unable to get enough military support from Great Britain or France, the Finns succumbed four months later. The conflict later became known as the Winter War.

			A play and a film premiered in New York City, each one a kind of cockeyed classic. Paul Osborn’s comedy Morning’s at Seven opened on Broadway to excellent reviews so it was surprising that box office was weak and the production lasted only forty-four performances. The gentle domestic comedy would not find wide recognition until a superb 1980 revival on Broadway confirmed the play’s merits and ran over a year, making the old comedy a favorite in summer, community, and regional theatres.

			————

			Universal’s Destry Rides Again was similarly offbeat, being a western, a comedy, a romance, and something of a musical. The western town of Bottleneck is riddled with so much corruption and lawlessness that the villainous boss Kent (Brian Donlevy) shoots the sheriff dead when he questions his rigged poker game. The crooked mayor (Samuel S. Hinds) appoints the drunken Washington Dimsdale (Charles Winninger) as the new sheriff, but it is his mild-mannered deputy, Tom Destry Jr. (James Stewart), who manages to bring down Kent, clean up Bottleneck, and romance the zesty saloon keeper Frenchy (Marlene Dietrich) along the way. George Marshall directed the unique film, which moved from boisterous farce to tender sincerity without missing a beat. Highlights in the movie include a no-holds-barred cat fight between Frenchy and Lily Belle (Una Merkel) and Dietrich’s sexy, funny belting out of the best of the three songs, “See What the Boys in the Back Room Will Have.” Also in the sparkling cast were Mischa Auer, Allen Jenkins, Irene Hervey, Billy Gilbert, and Jack Carson. It was Stewart’s first of countless westerns and the role of Frenchy revitalized Dietrich’s career. (She only accepted the role when someone suggested that her playing an American character would upset the Nazis.)
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					Feature Film Release Dates

					1	City in Darkness 

					1	The Night of Nights

					1	Reno

					1	Laugh It Off

					1	Joe and Ethel Turp Call on the President

					2	The Stranger from Texas

					4	Mercy Plane

					6	The Great Victor Herbert (NYC) 

					7	A Child Is Born (Kansas City, Missouri)

					7	The Devil’s Daughter

					7	Keep Punching (NYC)

					8	Barricade

					8	Henry Goes Arizona

					8	Two Thoroughbreds

					8	The Llano Kid

					9	The Man from Montreal

					9	Private Detective

					11	Crashing Thru

					12	Straight to Heaven

					12	El Diablo Rides

					13	Nick Carter, Master Detective

					14	Remember? (NYC)

					14	The Honeymoon’s Over (NYC)

					14	Death Rides the Range

					15	Gone with the Wind (Atlanta, Georgia)

					15	Balalaika

					15	Everything Happens at Night (NYC)

					15	All Women Have Secrets

					15	South of the Border

					15	Westbound Stage

					16	The Mad Empress

					16	Zorro’s Fighting Legion

					18	Gulliver’s Travels (Miami, Florida) 

					19	Miracle on Main Street 

					20	Days of Jesse James

					21	Tevye 

					22	Charlie McCarthy, Detective

					22	Four Wives (NYC)

					22	Judge Hardy and Son

					22	Escape to Paradise

					22	The Big Guy

					22	Slightly Honorable

					24	Of Mice and Men (NYC)

					24	The Light That Failed

					24	The Cisco Kid and the Lady

					25	The Gentleman from Arizona

					28	My Son Is Guilty

					29	The Hunchback of Notre Dame

					29	Raffles

					29	Swanee River 

					30	Invisible Stripes

					30	Thou Shalt Not Kill

					31	Money to Burn

				

			

		

		
			Friday, December 1

			One day after the Soviet invasion of Finland, the events there were watched carefully by several nations. In the Finnish government, Risto Ryti replaced Aimo Cajander as prime minister. The Russians set up the Finnish Democratic Republic, creating a puppet state in the Soviet-occupied parts of the country. In Stockholm, Sweden, a recruitment office opened for Swedish volunteers to fight for the Finns.

			————

			Although it was made months before the outbreak of World War II, 20th Century-Fox’s latest Charlie Chan movie, City in Darkness, dealt with an underground gang smuggling armaments into Nazi Germany. The title of the movie referred to Paris where Chan (Sidney Toler) arrives for a reunion of World War I comrades. The French inspector Spivak (Harold Huber) asks Chan to solve the murder of manufacturer Petroff (Douglass Dumbrille), which leads to the discovery of the weapons operation. When Chan does unmask the murderer as Petroff’s butler, Antoine (Pedro de Cordoba), both the police and the audience are sympathetic toward him because he was doing his part in fighting Hitler. City in Darkness is an unusual Charlie Chan movie in that the Chinese detective is secondary in the plot, since Spivek does most of the investigating.

			A soppy backstage melodrama from Paramount titled The Night of Nights had an A-list cast but a B movie plot. The alcoholic playwright-actor Dan O’Farrell (Pat O’Brien) was once a promising artist, but years ago he ruined his own play Laughter by being drunk on opening night. His wife left him, and only now does he learn that she gave birth to a daughter before she died. The grown daughter, Marie (Olympe Bradna), is now an actress, and when she reenters his life, Dan casts her opposite him in a new production of Laughter. The play is a success, but Dan dies of a heart attack after the curtain falls on opening night. Among the fine cast members were Reginald Gardiner, Roland Young, and Pat O’Malley.

			RKO’s melodrama Reno also boasted a strong cast, but the implausible plot did them all in. Nevada lawyer William Shear (Richard Dix) has a reputation for being the best divorce lawyer in Reno and he is turning the little city into the divorce capital of the nation. Shear is good at getting rich women a fast divorce, but when his own wife Jessie (Gail Patrick) wants her freedom, he is powerless to stop her. The whole story was told as a flashback with Shear a corrupt casino owner who no longer practices law. Because the movie code did not allow a positive portrayal of divorce, the divorcees Shear handles are an obnoxious horde of ladies who don’t deserve to be happily married.

			Laugh It Off was the title of a low-budget musical from Universal with a forgettable score but an engaging cast. Sylvia Swan (Marjorie Rambeau), Tess Gibson (Cecil Cunningham), Lizzie Rockingham (Hedda Hopper), and Mary Carter (Janet Beecher) are former performers whose retirement home goes bankrupt. When a casino run by Barney “Gimpy” Cole (William Demarest) is raided and closed, the ladies decide to turn the place into a nightclub with themselves as the entertainers. Crooner Johnny Downs got to sing a number with Constance Moore, and Edgar Kennedy steals all his scenes as an exasperated judge.

			A sentimental comedy about everyday people, MGM’s Joe and Ethel Turp Call on the President has its charm as well as some charming performances. The Brooklyn mailman Jim Martin (Walter Brennan) lost the love of his life, Kitty (Marsha Hunt), to another man, but he still loves her. Years later, Kitty is a widow and has a disruptive son Johnny (Tom Neal) who is always in trouble. Johnny is arrested and sentenced to San Quentin, so Jim fakes letters of affection from Johnny to his mother and delivers them to her. When an authentic letter arrives from San Quentin saying Johnny died during an escape attempt, Jim cannot bear to deliver it to Kitty. He destroys the letter but is found out and arrested. The neighbors Joe (William Gargan) and Ethel Turp (Ann Sothern) take pity on Jim, and when the local authorities cannot help, the Turps travel to Washington and see the president (Lewis Stone) who gets Jim pardoned.

			A superior comedy mystery from England, Inspector Hornleigh on Holiday featured Gordon Harker as Inspector Hornleigh and Alistair Sim as his comic assistant Sergeant Bingham, the two of them solving a crime at a seaside resort. The two actors had introduced the characters in England in Inspector Hornleigh earlier in 1939 and were welcomed back when this film opened in London in October. While on holiday in rainy Brighthaven, Hornleigh and Bingham stay at the Balmoral Guest House and one day have a chat with the Royal Navy veteran Captain Fraser (Edward Chapman). That night Fraser’s car is in a fiery crash and the burned victim cannot be identified. Hornleigh and Bingham help the local police and discover the accident was actually murder and that it was someone else who was killed in Fraser’s car. The plotting is solid, but it is the comic byplay of Harker and Sim that makes the film so enjoyable. The duo reteamed in 1941 for a third Hornleigh comedy, The Mail Train.

			Saturday, December 2

			Reacting to the Russian invasion of Finland, the Roosevelt administration imposed a “moral embargo” on the Soviet Union and urged American companies not to sell airplanes or component parts to Russia. 

			In Finland, the Soviet forces captured the province of Petsamo. 

			The annual Army-Navy football game was held in Philadelphia’s Municipal Stadium. The Navy team defeated Army 10–0.

			The New York Municipal Airport, today known as La Guardia Airport, opened for business.

			————

			The only opening was a B western from Columbia. The Stranger from Texas featured Charles Starrett as U.S. Marshal Tom Murdock, who arrives from Texas and poses as a cattle buyer to get to the source of a cattle rustling scheme. The complicated operation, involving rebranding cattle and loading them into railroad cars, is led by Murdock’s own father (Edward LeSaint), so agent Murdock is in a sticky situation. There was plenty of action in The Stranger from Texas but still room for five songs sung by the Sons of the Pioneers.

			Sunday, December 3

			The government of Finland appealed to the League of Nations, asking for intervention regarding the Soviet invasion of their country.

			The sixth of nine children of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, Princess Louise, the Duchess of Argyll, died today at the age of ninety-one. Only two of her siblings, Arthur William and Beatrice Mary, survived her.

			Dmitri Shostakovich’s Sixth Symphony in B Minor (Opus 54) premiered at the All-Soviet Music Festival in Russia.

			On the ABC-Radio anthology program The Screen Guild Theatre, British stars Gertrude Lawrence and Herbert Marshall acted in a thirty-minute version of the play Accent on Youth. Marshall had appeared in the 1935 film version of the romantic comedy.

			Monday, December 4

			British submarine Salmon sank German submarine U-36 in the Bay of Heligoland Bight off the German coast.

			On Broadway, Shakespearean actor Maurice Evans triumphed in the title role of Hamlet for five weeks. The New York stop was part of a nationwide tour. Evans would later take an abridged version of the tragedy on tour to Allied troops overseas, billing it as The GI Hamlet.

			————

			Romance and flying were mixed into the plot of Mercy Plane, a B adventure film from Producers Pictures Corporation. Test pilot and air racer Speed Leslie (James Dunn) teams up with his rival, the aviatrix Brenda Gordon (Frances Gifford), and starts a business rescuing lost planes and flying wealthy clients to out-of-the-way locations. Neither Brenda nor Speed knows that her brother, Big Jim Gordon (William Pawley), runs a gang that steals aircraft and extorts money from flyers. The romantic scenes are as awkward as the plot but some of the aerial sequences are worth seeing.

			Tuesday, December 5

			Since 1932, Finland had been constructing a defense fortification stretching across the country near the Russian border. Named the Mannerheim Line after Finnish Field Marshal Mannerheim, the fortification was not complete when the Russians invaded Finland. Today the Soviet army reached the Mannerheim Line.

			When German passenger steamer Ussukuma was intercepted by the British cruiser Ajax off the coast of Uruguay, the captain decided to scuttle the ship. The Ajax rescued the 107 crew members of the Ussukuma and they were later interned as enemy civilians.

			Wednesday, December 6

			The Soviet assault of Finland’s Mannerheim Line began, the start of the Battle of Taipale. The conflict lasted twenty-one days before the Soviet troops were repelled. 

			In France, British troops were busy preparing trenches on the western front behind the Franco-Belgian frontier. 

			The British government began to send arms to Finland as agreed to before the war began.

			Popular songwriter Cole Porter had another hit on Broadway when the musical comedy DuBarry Was a Lady opened to enthusiastic reviews. Ethel Merman and Bert Lahr led the cast of the sparkling show in which a washroom attendant (Lahr) dreams he goes back in time to the court of Louis XIV of France and romances Madame DuBarry (Merman). The standout hit of the score was the comic ditty “Friendship.” The musical ran over a year. The lackluster 1943 screen version starred Red Skelton and Lucille Ball.

			————

			With so many wonderful Victor Herbert songs to choose from, Paramount was able to fill its bio-musical The Great Victor Herbert with entrancing music that may not have been recent but was still appealing to 1939 audiences. Walter Connolly (in his last film) played the composer Herbert, but the movie was more interested in the fictional romance between the temperamental singer John Ramsey (Allan Jones) and Louise Hall (Mary Martin in her screen debut), the girl he discovers then marries. Their soap opera marriage was relieved by glorious duets and medleys. Also making her movie debut was Susanna Foster, whose singing was equally thrilling. The Great Victor Herbert is a beautifully filmed musical but far from the biography one might hope for from the title.

			Thursday, December 7

			Two important battles in the Winter War began in Finland. The battles of Kollaa and Suomussalmi both involved the Soviet troops advancing into difficult terrain in Finland and being repelled by the Finnish forces even though the Russians outnumbered the Finns five times over.

			The Nazi euthanizing of mentally disabled patients began at the Dziekanka Psychiatric Hospital in the Polish city of Gniezno. Under the supervision of SS officer Herbert Lange, 1,043 patients were gassed to death with carbon monoxide over the next thirty-six days.

			Although he was only thirty-six years old, suffering from a rare and fatal disease, baseball favorite Lou Gehrig was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.

			————

			The poorly titled Warner Brothers’ melodrama A Child Is Born is not a religious Christmas movie but a tragicomic hospital soap opera set in a maternity ward. Nurses Miss Bowers (Gale Page) and Miss Pinty (Eve Arden) oversee the ward, which is filled with expectant mothers, each one having a story. While the cheerful Mrs. West (Spring Byington) is going into labor with her sixth child, Mrs. Kempner (Gloria Holden) has had a history of stillborn births and fears a repeat experience. Teenager Gladys Norton (Nanette Fabray) is worried that her parents will find out she is secretly married and giving birth. Vaudeville performer Florette (Gladys George) gives birth to twins and is afraid it will ruin her and her husband’s act. The most interesting mother-to-be in the ward is the handcuffed Grace Sutton (Geraldine Fitzgerald) who has been found guilty of murder. When the delivery goes wrong, her husband (Jeffrey Lynn) has to decide whether to save the baby or the mother. The movie is often overwrought but never less than fascinating.

			A “race movie” from Sack Entertainment, The Devil’s Daughter is a low-budget horror film featuring the beautiful Nina Mae McKinney, the first African American actress to get a Hollywood contract from a major studio. She plays the Jamaican Isabelle Walton, who is furious when her half-sister from Harlem, Sylvia (Ida James), inherits their father’s banana plantation. Isabelle consorts with the island’s “obeah” natives and sets up frightening ceremonies and witchcraft to get her revenge. The acting is uneven and the dialogue is as racist as all the voodoo stereotyping, yet The Devil’s Daughter is historically interesting.

			Boxing champion Henry Armstrong was the attraction in another African American film from Sack, Keep Punching. Armstrong had limited acting skill, yet he was worth watching in this tired tale. Despite the pleadings of his parents and his girlfriend, Fanny (Francine Everett), amateur boxer Henry Jackson (Armstrong) turns professional. The corrupt bookie Frank Harrison (Willie Bryant) bets heavily on Jackson losing the big fight, so he hires the seductive Jerry Jordan (Mae E. Johnson) to get the boxer drunk and drugged before the match. But Jackson and Jerry fall in love, so things get complicated in a contrived manner. Although the production values are bargain basement, Keep Punching has some effective sequences and some commendable acting, including supporting performances by Canada Lee, Dooley Wilson, and Hamtree Harrington. Armstrong made two more boxing movies in the 1940s before retiring from show business.

			Friday, December 8

			Determined to maintain its neutrality stance, the Roosevelt administration sent the government of Great Britain a diplomatic letter protesting the British policy of seizing German goods on ships of neutral countries.

			————

			In the romantic adventure film Barricade, 20th Century-Fox must have been trying to expand Alice Faye’s career, because the studio’s singing star didn’t sing a note. All the same, she played singer Emmy Jordan, who is riding on a train in China when it is attacked by Mongolian bandits. Also on board is the hard-drinking journalist Hank Topping (Warner Baxter) to provide romantic interest for Emmy until the action heats up. The Europeans on board barricade themselves inside a remote American consulate building and fight off the hordes until help comes in the form of the Nationalist Chinese Army. Arthur Treacher, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Moroni Olsen, Joan Carroll, Willie Fung, and others get some juicy parts in the adventure film, which holds together very well. Oddly, the studio thought Barricade was a dud and it sat on the shelf for a year until Faye’s popularity was so high that they released it as is.

			The other three entries were westerns, two of them set in Arizona. MGM’s Henry Goes Arizona starred Frank Morgan as unsuccessful New York actor Henry Conroy who travels to Tonto City, Arizona, to take over the JC Ranch, which was run by his stepbrother until he was murdered. Bad guy Ricky Dole (Douglas Fowley) and his gang want the ranch and are willing to kill again to get it. But with the help of his niece, Molly (Virginia Weidler), and some new friends, Henry outwits the gang. The exceptional supporting cast includes Guy Kibbe as an inebriated lawyer, Slim Summerville as the gentle and ineffectual sheriff, and Owen Davis Jr. as a wrongly suspected cowboy who lends a helping hand for justice.

			RKO was not as fortunate with Two Thoroughbreds, even though it also had some excellent players. Essentially another boy-and-horse melodrama, the plot centered on a young colt named Larkspur that is found lost on the Arizona prairie by the teenager David Carey (Jimmy Lydon). He raises the horse and is crushed when he finds out it belongs to the Conway Ranch. While deciding whether to keep Larkspur, the thoroughbred breaks its leg and is nearly shot until veterinarian Doc Purdy (Spencer Charles) figures out how to put a cement cast on the horse’s leg and save it.

			Paramount’s B western The Llano Kid was set on the Mexico-Texas border where the holdup man known as the Llano Kid (Tito Guizar) has been robbing stagecoaches. The conniving John (Alan Mowbray) and Lora Travers (Gale Sondergaard) get a good look at the Kid’s face, but instead of turning him in to the sheriff they convince him to go to Mexico to pull off a scheme with them. The son of the wealthy widow Dona Teresa Ibarra (Emma Dunn) has been missing for years and the Kid passes himself off as the long-lost Enrique Ibarra. The scheme works until the Kid grows to care for the widow and the local girl Lupita Sandoval (Jan Clayton) and realizes he has to outsmart the Traverses. The plot, based on an O. Henry story,  appeared in various forms in several films both before and after The Llano Kid.

			Saturday, December 9

			In Canadian football, the Winnipeg Blue Bombers beat the Ottawa Rough Riders 8–7 to win the twenty-seventh Grey Cup of the Canadian Football League. In American sports, the 1940 National Football League draft was held. The Chicago Cardinals selected George Cafego of the University of Tennessee as the first overall pick.

			————

			A routine adventure movie from Universal, The Man from Montreal was set in the Canadian wilderness and featured the services of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Fur trapper Clark Manning (Richard Arlen) has been accused of plundering other trappers’ traps and selling the pelts illegally. Manning secures the help of Constable “Bones” Blair (Andy Devine) of the Mounties to find out who is behind the thefts. Also helping is Manning’s friend Ross Montgomery (Reed Hadley) and his sister Myrna (Kay Sutton), with whom he starts to fall in love. But it turns out Myrna is Montgomery’s wife and it was the two of them that framed Manning. Although it was filmed in California, The Man from Montreal captures the look and feel of the Canadian mountains.

			A sometimes clever crime comedy from Warner Brothers with an unimaginative title, Private Detective starred Jane Wyman as a quick-thinking, smart-talking private eye. Her name is Myrna Winslow, but everybody calls her Jinx. When Mona Lannon (Gloria Dickson) is accused of murdering her millionaire ex-husband, Jinx decides to investigate but keeps bumping into her boyfriend, the police detective Jim Rickey (Dick Doran), who is also on the case. The two work together, but it is clear that Jinx is the brains of the duo. The case they crack is rather uninteresting, but the dialogue and the rapport between Wyman and Foran is often delightful.

			Sunday, December 10

			The 1939 Nobel Prizes, which were announced on November 9, were given out today in a ceremony in Stockholm. Many of the recipients attended, but Nazi officials forced physicist Adolf Butenandt and physiologist Gerhard Domagk to refuse the awards. The two men accepted their Nobels after the war was over. The American to be given a Nobel in physics, Ernest Lawrence, did not travel to Sweden because of the dangers of sailing the Atlantic, but he received his award at a ceremony on February 29, 1940, at the University of California, Berkeley.

			The National Football League’s seventh annual championship game was played today at the Wisconsin State Fair Park near Milwaukee. The Green Bay Packers beat the New York Giants 27–0.

			Monday, December 11

			Twelve days after Russian troops invaded Finland, the League of Nations sent the Soviet Union a telegram calling for “a cessation of hostilities” and to submit its dispute with Finland to mediation by the League.

			————

			The singing Mountie Renfrew (James Newill) returned in his fourth, and possibly best, action movie, Crashing Thru. The Criterion film placed Renfrew and his partner, Constable Kelly (Warren Hull), on a riverboat in Canada. They do not know that a shipment of stolen gold is hidden below deck and when they start to suspect, the robbers tie them up and get away. The leaders of the gang are Fred Chambers (Dave O’Brien) and his sister Angel (Jean Carmen) and they set out to double cross the other robbers. In order to save face for the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Renfrew and Kelly track down the gang and return the gold. The B movie is packed with action, but Newill still found time to sing three songs.

			Polish-born violinist David Rubinoff was a musician with a long career in nightclubs and on the radio, usually billed as “Rubinoff and His Magical Violin.” Moviegoers only got to see him once, in the Warner Brothers musical short Rubinoff and His Violin. Set in a nightclub, Rubinoff went from table to table making small talk and playing his fiddle.

			Tuesday, December 12

			A tragic nautical accident was a blow to the Royal Navy’s morale. British destroyer HMS Duchess was accompanying battleship HMS Barham in the Atlantic in a thick fog when the Barham rammed into the Duchess, cutting the ship in half. Of the 160 crew members aboard, only 23 survived.

			Finland won its first major offensive of the Winter War when its troops defeated the Soviet army in the Battle of Tolvajärvi. Approximately one hundred Finns died in the one-day battle in which over five thousand Russians perished.

			Silent screen giant Douglas Fairbanks died of a heart attack at the age of fifty-six. The dashing film star was a cofounder of United Artists. Once labeled the “King of Hollywood,” Fairbanks’s career faltered with the arrival of the talkies. 

			————

			Million Dollar Productions’ “race” movie Straight to Heaven is an intriguing melodrama about racketeers in Harlem. The unemployed chemist Joe Williams (Lionel Monagas) is suspected in the murder of George Elliott because the police find cyanide in Joe’s lab. Joe’s young son Jimmy (Jackie Ward) gets a job singing in the nightspot Trocadero, which has links to the mob. When Jimmy sees too much, the gang kidnaps him, but the lawyer Stanley Jackson (Jack Carter) gets the truth to the police, and father and son are saved. The acting is often commendable as are the musical numbers in the Trocadero, particularly Nina Mae McKinney’s rendition of “When the Dark Became Dawn.”

			The B western El Diablo Rides from Metropolitan Pictures starred Bob Steele as cowboy Bob searching for his father’s killer. His journey brings him into a town where he is arrested by Herb Crenshaw (Robert Walker) and his men as the notorious rustler El Diablo. But the arrest is just a ruse to save Bob from the gang run by Buck Lambert (Ted Adams). Bob agrees to help Crenshaw expose Lambert’s contraband operation, and along the way he falls in love with Crenshaw’s sister Mary (Claire Rochelle). 

			Wednesday, December 13

			The Battle of the River Plate, the first major naval battle of the war, occurred in the South Atlantic off the coast of Argentina. The one-day conflict involved the German battleship Admiral Graf Spee, which was critically damaged by the Royal Navy cruisers Exeter, Ajax, and Achilles but managed to make it to the port of Montevideo in Uruguay, a neutral nation. The local authorities told Captain Hans Langsdorf that the German warship could remain in the harbor for only seventy-two hours.

			————

			Fictional detective Nick Carter had been around since the sleuth first appeared in dime novels in the 1880s. He was featured in over two dozen French and Hollywood films going back to 1908, but American moviegoers hadn’t seen him in seventeen years when MGM resurrected him with Nick Carter, Master Detective. Carter (Walter Pidgeon) is called upon by Hiram Streeter (Addison Richards), the owner of the Radex Airplane Factory in California, where a top-secret fighter plane is being developed. Foreign spies have managed to steal some of the plans and there is also the threat of sabotage. Carter is aided in his investigation by his sidekick, Bartholomew (Donald Meek); the Bee-Catcher (Sterling Holloway); and the pilot Lou Farnsby (Rita Johnson), who also provides the romantic interest. Pidgeon is a confident, appealing Carter; no wonder MGM cast him in two subsequent Nick Carter films.

			Thursday, December 14

			At the meeting of the League of Nations, it was voted to expel the Soviet Union because of its invasion of Finland. Germany, Italy, and Japan had already resigned from the League, and the United States never joined. That left Britain and France as the only major powers in the organization.

			————

			Despite a winning cast, MGM’s romantic comedy Remember? failed at the box office, but over the years the movie has found its fans. Greer Garson was very popular after the success of Goodbye, Mr. Chips, so Louis B. Mayer insisted a vehicle be created for her right away. The story the studio came up with was illogical and far-fetched but enjoyable. Linda Bronson (Garson) meets Sky Ames (Lew Ayres) while on vacation in Nassau and it looks like there will be wedding bells. But when Sky introduces his fiancée to his friend Jeff Holland (Robert Taylor), those two fall in love and marry. Jeff’s advertising business comes between the married couple and there is talk of divorce. Sky believes the two are meant for each other so he gets an amnesia drug from lab scientist Dr. Schmidt (Sig Rumann) and administers it to the unhappy couple. The drug makes them forget the last few months and suddenly the two don’t even know each other. Sky introduces them a second time and Linda and Jeff fall in love all over again. This nonsensical frolic was saved by the winning performances of the stars and plenty of help from Billie Burke, Henry Travers, Reginald Owen, George Barbier, and Laura Hope Crews.

			Another pair of newlyweds were at the center of 20th Century-Fox’s The Honeymoon’s Over, a remake of the studio’s Six Cylinder Love (1931). Donald (Stuart Erwin) and Betty Todd (Marjorie Weaver) wed and manage to make a down payment on a modest house, secure in the knowledge that Donald is in line for a promotion. But the couple get tangled up in the country club set and spend more than they have, and when Donald does not get the promotion, he is driven to embezzling money from his company. The forced happy ending involved Betty investing in a bath lotion that helps one lose weight. Although it was no more far-fetched than Remember?, the film did not have a cast strong enough to make all the nonsense palatable. 

			Death Rides the Range, a B western from Colony Pictures, had a plot that resembled a spy movie. Helium is needed to fly dirigibles, and a lot of helium has been discovered inside an old cave once inhabited by Native Americans. Archeologists, foreign agents, and the usual western outlaws are all after the helium, and it takes undercover G-Man Ken Baxter (Ken Maynard) to separate the bad guys from the legitimate owners of the cave.

			Friday, December 15

			Today marked the date of the first commercial manufacturing of nylon yarn. The factory was in the small town of Seaford, Delaware.

			————

			An estimated three hundred thousand people showed up for the festivities marking the premiere of Gone with the Wind in Atlanta, Georgia. Margaret Mitchell’s novel had been an immediate hit when published in 1936, going on to sell more copies than any other American book up to that time. Just as immediate was talk and speculation about a film version. Despite its length and scope, the book was immediately thought of as a strong movie possibility, even though films about the Civil War had been out of fashion for several years. The preparation and making of Gone with the Wind have been written about more than any other film, and the casting of Scarlett and other major characters was as dramatic as the movie itself. Producer David O. Selznick was as obsessive as Scarlett in bringing the novel to the screen and, considering the difficulties along the way (several script writers, three different directors, money problems, etc.), it is remarkable that Gone with the Wind came off at all. Like the novel, the action of the film runs from the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 to the era of Reconstruction about fifteen years later. The focal character is the willful Southern belle Scarlett O’Hara (Vivien Leigh), and the film chronicles her girlish but obsessive love for the gentlemanly Ashley Wilkes (Leslie Howard), her marriage to two men she doesn’t love, her survival of the war, her rebuilding of the family home of Tara by any means, her rise in the business world, her marriage to the impudent but gallant Rhett Butler (Clark Gable), who has long courted her, the collapse of that marriage when their daughter dies, and the final realization that she loves Rhett and will scheme to get him back. The movie’s many qualities and achievements are legendary. Among the glories of the film are the efficient screenplay, which skillfully condenses the novel’s many characters and scenes, the outstanding decor and costumes, and the memorable performances by everyone from Leigh to Butterfly McQueen as the funny Prissy. For a movie made by so many disparate individuals, Gone with the Wind is surprisingly unified. It is a masterwork of concise storytelling with plenty of room for character development and period flavor. With such high anticipation and the daunting task of satisfying the novel’s millions of readers, Gone with the Wind did not disappoint. It continues to enthrall audiences after seven decades.

			Nelson Eddy found someone else besides Jeanette MacDonald to sing with in the MGM costume musical Balalaika, which was based on a 1936 London operetta that never made it to Broadway. All that was kept from the stage work was “At the Balalaika” and the basic story. The Russian prince Peter Karagin (Eddy) assumes the guise of a lowly music student in order to woo the revolutionary peasant Lydia Pavlovna (Ilona Massey). He helps her become an opera singer and she saves his life by warning him of an assassination at the opera house. Their troubled romance was complicated by the presence of such beloved character actors as Charles Ruggles, Frank Morgan, Lionel Atwill, C. Aubrey Smith, and Joyce Compton. Added to a handful of new songs were a potpourri of classical pieces taken from Chopin, Bizet, Lehar, Glinka, and Rimsky-Korsakov. Eddy’s popularity, even without MacDonald, helped the musical do well at the box office.

			The latest Sonja Henie vehicle, 20th Century-Fox’s Everything Happens at Night, cast the skating star as the Swiss villager Louise, who spends more of the movie skiing than skating. Rival journalists Ken Morgan (Robert Cummings) and Geoffrey Thomspon (Ray Milland) are looking for the Nobel Prize–winning scientist Dr. Norden (Maurice Moscovitch), but he is hiding from foreign agents who are trying to use him for evil ends. Both Americans are smitten with Louise and are as competitive over her as they are over finding Norden. It turns out Norden is Louise’s father and Thompson and Morgan save him from the Gestapo officers who come looking for him. Henie has only one major skating sequence, but it’s a dazzler.

			The Paramount comedy-drama All Women Have Secrets may not have had big stars in it, but it was a pleasing film all the same. Three couples in college decide to get married before graduation, figuring that two can live cheaper together than apart. One couple (Betty Moran and John Arledge) make a go of it by living frugally in a trailer and working part-time while going to school. Another couple (Virginia Dale and Peter Lind Hayes) live off the wife’s allowance from home. But the third couple (Jeanne Cagney and Joseph Allen) are in serious trouble when her stepmother cuts her off without a cent, he loses his scholarship as a premed student, and she finds herself pregnant. They compromise by her returning home to have the baby and his accepting a medical assistant position abroad.

			Singing cowboy Gene Autry had a hit single with the title song from Republic’s South of the Border. There were eight other songs as well, making this one of the most musical of Autry’s westerns. The plot sent Autry and his sidekick, Frog (Smiley Burnette), to Mexico to keep bandits from taking over the oil refineries needed to fuel American submarines. The convoluted story also had the duo stopping the rustling of cattle by foreign agents. It was all a bit messy but agreeable for Autry’s many fans.

			Tex Ritter was the star of the other western, Westbound Stage from Monogram Pictures. He played the stagecoach scout Tex Wallace who learns that his cousin, Captain Jim Wallace (Keene Duncan), has been killed by Red Greer (Reed Howes) and his gang. Wallace’s quest for revenge is complicated by a shipment of gold, an ambush outside a cave, and a long and dangerous stagecoach ride, but by the last reel Wallace gets even.

			Saturday, December 16

			In the Winter War between Finland and Russia, the first Battle of Summa began. Soviet troops attempted to break through the Mannerheim Line but were met by Finnish fortifications near the town of Summa (today Soldatskoye).

			The National Women’s Party (NWP), which had been founded in 1916 as part of the suffragette movement, urged Congress to take action on an equal rights bill that guaranteed the same pay for men and women in the same job. The greatest resistance to the NWP’s policies were the labor unions, which wanted to protect the mostly male workforce in America.

			————

			Warner Brothers and Mexican producer-director Miguel Contreras Torres combined forces (and actors) and presented the costume drama The Mad Empress. It told much the same story as the earlier Hollywood film Juarez but from the viewpoint of Emperor Maximilian (Conrad Nagel) and Countess Carlotta (Medea Norova). In 1862 the Emperor Louis Napoleon III (Guy Bates Post) grants the French throne in Mexico to Maximilian, but from the start the popular Republican Benito Juarez (Jason Robards Sr.) is a threat. Carlotta appeals to the pope and the crowned heads of Europe for aid, and when she is refused she goes insane. Maximilian is executed by Juarez, his last thoughts on his poor Carlotta. Torres began filming the movie in 1937 under the title Maximilian and Juarez but ran out of money. In 1939 Warner Brothers funded the completion of the film but cut the finished product by twenty minutes and released it with the inaccurate title The Mad Countess.

			Benito Juarez (Carlton Young) also showed up in Republic’s adventure serial Zorro’s Fighting Legion. The twelve-episode serial featured Reed Hadley as the nobleman Don Diego Vega, who fights for justice under the guise of the masked swordsman Zorro. His nemesis is the ambitious Don-del-Oro, but his identity is not revealed until the last episode. In the meantime, there are several cliffhangers, plenty of dueling swordplay, and even a romance with Volita (Sheila Darcy). Many rate this serial among the best of the 1930s. 

			Robert Benchley is at his funniest in the MGM comedy short See Your Doctor, but the movie itself lacks a payoff. When average guy Joe Doakes (Benchley) is stung by a bee in his garden, his chain-smoking brother-in-law (Hobart Cavanaugh) suggests that it might be the bite of a black widow spider and rushes him to the doctor’s office. It takes forever before the nurse (Claire Du Brey) and then the doctor (Monty Woolley) take a look at Doakes and only conclude that he needs to have his tonsils taken out.

			Sunday, December 17

			With the German warship Admiral Graf Spee needing repairs, low on ammunition and fuel, and facing three British cruisers in the nearby Atlantic, Captain Hans Langsdorf decided to scuttle the ship in neutral waters near Montevideo rather than attempt to return to Germany. 

			————

			The only new offering, Warner Brothers’ cartoon Porky the Gob, was possibly in poor taste considering the current war at sea. Porky Pig is among the mostly canine crew of an aircraft carrier that is out to capture a pirate submarine. While everyone sets off in planes to find the sub, Porky is left alone to capture it with an oversized plunger when the submarine surfaces close to the ship. Mel Blanc provided all the vocals and his voices are more entertaining than the actual cartoon.

			Monday, December 18

			The first major air battle of World War II occurred in the skies over the waters called Heligoland Bight off the coast of Germany. The Battle of the Heligoland Bight took place in the same area where a famous World War I conflict was also fought. Twenty-two British Vickers Wellington bombers faced forty-four Nazi fighter planes, and there was a great deal of damage and lives lost on both sides. Yet the battle was considered a German victory because it forced the Royal Air Force to abandon daylight bombing missions into Germany.

			In the Sino-Japanese War, the Battle of Kunlun Pass began. The three-week encounter took place near the city of Nanning and centered on the essential Kunlun Pass. The Chinese army lost over twenty-three thousand men but was able to hold the pass.

			Today was Joseph Stalin’s sixtieth birthday. Hitler sent a telegram wishing Stalin “good health and a happy future for the peoples of the friendly Soviet Union.”

			————

			Hollywood’s second feature-length animated movie opened, and it wasn’t a Disney product. Paramount’s Gulliver’s Travels could not compete with the craftsmanship of the Disney artists, but the animated musical has much to offer. Based on the Lilliput section of Jonathan Swift’s satire, the plot concerned two rival kingdoms that are about to make peace because Princess Glory of Lilliput and Prince David of Lupescu have fallen in love and wish to wed. But the nuptials are stalled because the governments disagree on which country’s official song should be played at the wedding. It is at this impasse that giant Gulliver is washed up on the beach. The Lilliputians tie up Gulliver and transport him to the town but he awakes and breaks loose just as the Lupescuians attack. Gulliver forces a peace, pointing out that the official songs “Faithful” and “Forever” can be sung together in perfect harmony. Producer Max Fleischer and director Dave Fleischer kept the comic characters broad and the lovers dull and the tone of the musical is often lighthearted fun.

			Tuesday, December 19

			Against the wishes of the neutral nations of Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, the Anglo-French Supreme War Council announced that, if requested, Britain and France would aid Finland in its war with Russia. 

			————

			The tear-jerking melodrama Miracle on Main Street was made by Grand National Pictures, but the studio went bankrupt before it could release the movie, so Columbia picked it up. The low-budget film featured the Mexican-born actress Margo as the stripper Maria Porter who works in a sleazy club in the Spanish section of Los Angeles. While hiding from the cops in a church, Maria discovers an abandoned baby and decides to keep it. She is helped by the good-hearted Jim Forman (Walter Abel) and the tipsy Dr. Miles (William Collier Jr.). When Maria’s estranged husband Dick Porter (Lyle Talbot) returns, trouble follows and there is a lot of anguish before the happy ending.

			Wednesday, December 20

			Although Americans by and large wanted to remain neutral in the European War, efforts were made to help nations in the conflict. Today a fund-raising rally called “Let’s Help Finland” was held at Madison Square Garden in New York for the Finnish Relief Fund. The event was broadcast on national radio and among the speakers heard was former president Herbert Hoover.

			German officer Hans Langsdorf, the captain of the Admiral Graf Spee, committed suicide, three days after destroying the Nazi warship.

			————

			It was probably only a matter of time before Roy Rogers met up with Jesse James, and he did in Republic’s western Days of Jesse James. When Wyatt’s Bank is held up by the James gang, Rogers is called in by proprietor Sam Wyatt (Arthur Loft). Rogers manages to become a member of the James gang and meet Jesse James (Don “Red” Barry) face-to-face. It soon becomes clear to Rogers that James doesn’t have any money and that he didn’t rob the bank. After some investigating, Rogers discovers that Wyatt robbed the bank posing as James.

			Thursday, DECember 21

			Sergei Prokofiev’s cantata Zdravitsa was performed for the first time in Moscow. The piece draws from Russian folk songs yet is also very modern. Zdravitsa translates as “A Toast!” and the cantata was billed as a toast to Joseph Stalin. Music scholars later determined that Prokofiev meant the piece as a salute to the Russian people. 

			Adolf Eichmann was named the leader of the transport of Jews as part of Hitler’s Final Solution. Eichmann was one of the few top Nazi officials to survive the war. He was found in Argentina in 1960, tried in Israel in 1961, and executed in 1962.

			Film critic Howard Rushmore’s movie review in the Communist newspaper the Daily Worker did not praise the film Gone with the Wind, calling it an apology for slavery. The paper’s editors did not think the review was harsh enough and fired Rushmore. 

			————

			Decades before Fiddler on the Roof, Sholom Aleichem’s story about Tevye the dairy farmer was made into a Yiddish film. Tevye was made by the independent Maymon Film, Inc., and was filmed on a farm on Long Island with actors from New York’s Yiddish theatre. The acclaimed Yiddish actor Maurice Schwartz directed and played the Russian Jew Tevye, who is concerned about marrying off his five daughters in the small town of Boyberik in the Ukraine. Although more somber than the later musical version, there is still wry humor in the movie and the performances are generally very engaging.

			Friday, December 22

			The first Battle of Summa ended when the Soviet troops, faced with strong Finnish resistance, pulled back their offensive operation. But the Winter War was far from over. Once the Russians received more resources, the second Battle of Summa began on February 2, 1940, and this time the Soviets were victorious. 

			Scientists noted a change in the warm and cold layers of the Atlantic Ocean and a report was published about the phenomenon. The article concluded that the huge convoys of ships, the laying and explosion of mine fields, the use of depth charges, and other military actions had altered the Atlantic currents, which would affect the weather patterns in Europe. The scientists warned that an unusually cold winter was in store. Little attention was given, but in retrospect the winter of 1939–1940 was one of the coldest on record. 

			The Indian National Congress had decided to enter the war without consulting any of the Muslim Indians in the government. Many of these Indians resigned from their posts in protest and celebrated a “Day of Deliverance” in support of the resignations. 

			Pioneering blues singer Ma Rainey died of a heart attack in Rome, Georgia, at the age of fifty-three. The African American Rainey was considered by many to be the Mother of the Blues.

			————

			The popular radio ventriloquist Edgar Bergen and his wise-cracking dummy Charlie McCarthy had starred in a number of shorts and made appearances in a few features, but they were finally the center of attention in Universal’s comedy mystery Charlie McCarthy, Detective. Bergen plays himself, a nightclub performer with two hilarious dummies, McCarthy and Mortimer Snerd. All three get tangled up in the murder of a newspaper editor with ties to the mob. It’s all forgettable nonsense, but the dialogue for the two dummies is often funny.

			The Lemp family from Four Daughters (1938) were reassembled in Warner Brothers’ domestic drama Four Wives. Once again Claude Rains was the patriarch of the family and the dean of the Briarwood Music Foundation. Three of the daughters (Gale Page, Lola, and Rosemary Lane) are married and Ann (Priscilla Lane) is engaged, but the memory of her late husband Mickey (John Garfield) seems to stand in the way. She is pregnant with Mickey’s child and that is a problem for her fiancé, Felix Dietz (Jeffrey Lynn). Much of the rest of the film is uneventful, but the characters are pleasantly intriguing and the actors are all first-rate, including supporting performances from May Robson, Eddie Albert, Frank McHugh, and Dick Foran. Four Wives was popular enough that the Lemp girls returned in Four Mothers (1941).

			Another familiar family, the Hardys, were back with MGM’s Judge Hardy and Son, but there were fewer laughs this time around. Andy Hardy (Mickey Rooney) is hired by his father (Lewis Stone) to find the grown daughter of a poor Italian couple who are in desperate financial straits. At the same time, Andy is trying to talk different girls into helping him with a scheme he has to win an essay contest. But girls and money become less important when Andy’s mother Emily (Fay Holden) comes down with pneumonia. Rated highly by fans of the series, Judge Hardy and Son is more sentimental than most entries but also more affecting.

			Boy soprano Bobby Breen’s third musical of 1939, Escape to Paradise was perhaps the weakest of his RKO vehicles. He played the South American youth Roberto Ramos, who is saving his pesos to buy a taxicab and go into business for himself. He helps the American tourist Richard Flemming (Kent Taylor) woo the local beauty Juanita (Maria Shelton), the daughter of tea merchant Don Miguel (Pedro de Cordoba). Breen’s Latin accent is quite accomplished and his bird-like singing is as crisp as ever. But Escape to Paradise is a dull affair and did poorly at the box office. It was Breen’s last starring vehicle. He played a supporting role in Johnny Doughboy (1942) then retired from films.

			The other two entries were crime dramas, but there were no smart aleck dummies to provide humor. Universal’s The Big Guy starred Victor McLaglen as Warden Bill Whitlock, who is bitter with the authorities because he is being demoted to a prison guard. After a jailbreak by some of the most dangerous convicts, the innocent Jimmy Hutchins (Jackie Cooper) is forced to drive the getaway car after a robbery in which a police officer is killed. Whitlock finds the stolen money as well as proof that Hutchins was blameless. When Hutchins is sentenced to hang, Whitlock’s conscience torments him and he must decide whether to keep the money or prove that Hutchins is innocent. Hutchins and the inmate Dippy (Edward Brophy) try to break out of jail, and in the confusion Dippy shoots Whitlock who dies but has left evidence of Hutchins’s innocence. The tight and efficient melodrama was later remade as Behind the Wall (1956) with Tom Tully as the warden.

			United Artists released the Walter Wanger B crime drama Slightly Honorable, which had a problematic plot but some fine performances. The crusading Ohio lawyer John Webb (Pat O’Brien) is always up against the crooked political boss Victor Cushing (Edward Arnold), so when Cushing’s mistress Alma (Claire Dodd) is murdered, Webb is a prime suspect. With the help of his wisecracking secretary, Miss Ater (Eve Arden); the spunky nightclub singer Ann Seymour (Ruth Terry); and his thick-headed assistant, Russ Sampson (Broderick Crawford), Webb finds the real murderer, clears his name, and brings down Cushing.

			Saturday, December 23

			In preparation for an offensive against Germany, the first Canadian troops arrived in Britain. 

			The Dutch aviation pioneer Anthony Fokker died from pneumococcal meningitis in a New York City hospital at the age of forty-nine. Fokker developed and manufactured most of the military aircraft Germany used during World War I. Since 1927, he had run the Atlantic Aircraft Corporation in the United States.

			————

			The British spy movie Sons of the Sea is notable because it was shot with the experimental Dufaycolor process, the only feature film to use it. The story is set at the naval school Dartmouth Training College, where Captain Hyde (Leslie Banks) is put in charge when the former head is murdered. Hyde’s son, Philip (Simon Lack), is a cadet at the school and has noticed some suspicious goings on. Father and son do not agree on many things, but together they uncover a secret agent, Nazi spies, and the murderer. The acting is uneven but the story is gripping and the color is remarkably good. 

			Sunday, December 24

			Pope Pius XII made a Christmas Eve plea for peace when he addressed two dozen cardinals at the Vatican. The speech, which was broadcast, outlined a five-point program for obtaining a “just and honorable peace.” 

			Also broadcast was a one-hour dramatization of Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol on ABC-Radio’s Campbell Playhouse. The cast included Orson Welles and Lionel Barrymore.

			————

			John Steinbeck’s novella and play Of Mice and Men was turned into a very effective film drama by director Lewis Milestone and Hal Roach Studios. During the Depression, two drifting farm workers, the half-witted giant Lennie Small (Lon Chaney Jr.) and the nervous, complaining George Milton (Burgess Meredith), have lost many jobs because Lennie doesn’t know his own strength. They get work at a California ranch, but trouble comes in the form of the sluttish wife (Helen Lynd) of the cowboy Curley (Bob Steele). She comes upon Lennie alone in the bunkhouse, crying over a puppy he has accidentally crushed. She is sympathetic but when he goes to embrace her she screams and in a panic Lennie breaks her neck. With a lynch mob looking for Lennie, George finds him alone along the banks of the Salinas River and shoots him in the head before the mob arrives. Of Mice and Men was adapted by Steinbeck for the stage and it was a hit on Broadway in 1937. The movie is a faithful adaptation of the book and play with some superior performances. Shot in the California hills, the film has a poetic look that matches Aaron Copland’s haunting soundtrack score.

			Rudyard Kipling’s novel The Light That Failed was turned into a first-class tearjerker by Paramount with a splendid cast. Wounded during the war in the Sudan, the British artist Dick Heldar (Ronald Colman) in invalided to London, where he continues his career as a painter. He is romantically inclined toward Maisie (Muriel Angelus), but his model, the Cockney girl Bessie Brooke (Ida Lupino), falls in love with him as he struggles with his masterpiece even as his eyesight in failing. When Bessie gets jealous of Maisie, she destroys the painting. Heldar, now totally blind, rejoins his regiment in the Sudan and dies in a suicidal attack. Also in the cast are Walter Huston, Dudley Digges, Ernest Cossart, and Pedro de Cordoba, all helping to turn the sentimental tale into an engrossing movie.

			The Latin hero known as the Cisco Kid was played by Cesar Romero for the first time in 20th Century-Fox’s The Cisco Kid and the Lady, and he cut quite a romantic figure. Cisco and his sidekick, Gordito (Chris-Pin Martin), have part of a map to a gold mine, but the murderer Jim Harbison (Robert Barrat) has the other part and will kill again to get the rest of it. The mine belongs to an orphaned infant (Gloria Ann White) and Cisco finds the baby’s mother and sees that the mine goes to them. The title is misleading. Cisco romances two women in the western, schoolteacher Julie Lawson (Marjorie Weaver) and saloon singer Billie Graham (Virginia Field). After dancing the tango and whispering words of love to both, Cisco rides off into the sunset looking for more adventures and probably more women. Romero made five more Cisco Kid movies for Fox.

			Monday, December 25

			On this Christmas Day, the character of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer was a bona fide Christmas legend. Robert L. May, a frustrated novelist who worked at a Montgomery Ward department store, wrote a children’s book about Santa Claus’s ninth reindeer. The illustrated book was published by the store and given out to 2.4 million children across the country during the Christmas season. While the character of Rudolph showed up in various guises after that, it was not until Johnny Marks wrote the famous song in 1949 and Gene Autry recorded it that Rudolph became widely known to adults as well.

			In his Christmas Day radio address to the United Kingdom, King George VI said, “A new year is at hand. We cannot tell what it will bring. If it brings peace, how thankful we shall all be. If it brings us continued struggle, we shall remain undaunted.”

			J. B. Priestley’s London comedy hit When We Are Married opened on Broadway. The play, about three middle-aged couples who find out they are not legally married, met with appreciative reviews and ran twenty weeks. There was a British film version in 1943. 

			————

			With a plot right out of a nineteenth-century melodrama, Monogram’s B western The Gentleman from Arizona manages to please if you overlook all the clichés. Wild Bill Coburn (J. Farrell MacDonald) owes the government $80,000 in back taxes, so it looks like he will lose his ranch unless his race horse Sky Lancer wins the Arizona Derby. If the horse loses, Coburn will be forced to make his daughter Georgia (Joan Barclay) marry the rich rancher Van Wyck (Craig Reynolds), even though she’s in love with the ranch hand Pokey (John “Dusty” King). Van Wyck poisons Sky Lancer the night before the big race in order to assure that his horse, The Gem, wins and that Georgia will be his. But Georgia’s little sister Juanita (Ruth Reece) finds a wild horse named Sky Rex who has never run in a race, and Pokey and Georgia use him to replace Sky Lancer. Rex wins, Coburn pays off his debt, and Pokey gets Georgia.

			Tuesday, December 26

			It was Boxing Day in the United Kingdom and its commonwealth nations, a day for giving gifts and shopping. With the war and rationing, the holiday was less cheerful than usual.

			Wednesday, December 27

			An earthquake in northeastern Turkey devastated the city of Erzincam. The death toll was never accurately determined but casualties were between thirty thousand and forty thousand. 

			Thursday, December 28

			British battleship HMS Barham, once the flagship of the Royal Navy, was still in use after twenty-four years. When it was sailing through the Outer Hebrides it was hit by a torpedo by the Nazi submarine U-30. Four British crew members were killed but the Barham was able to make it back to Liverpool. After six months of repairs the battleship was again in service until it was sunk by a U-Boat off the coast of Egypt in November of 1941.

			W. S. Morrison, the British minister of food, announced that as of January 8, butter, bacon, ham, and sugar would be added to the list of rationed products.

			————

			Columbia’s B crime drama My Son Is Guilty cast Harry Carey as the well-respected cop Tim Kerry in the tough New York neighborhood of Hell’s Kitchen. While Kerry is as honest as can be, his grown son Ritzy (Bruce Cabot) has already served one jail sentence and is being wooed by the gangster Whitey Morris (John Tyrell) to join his gang in a payroll robbery. Morris wants Ritzy to get his father to hire him in the police radio unit so that the cops won’t hear about the job until the robbers are long gone. The outcome is tragic, and Kerry is left to mourn his son. The plot was rather illogical, but there was some fine acting from the leading players as well as Glenn Ford, Julie Bishop, Wynne Gibson, and Don Beddoe.

			Friday, December 29

			The Consolidated B-24 Liberator, an American heavy bomber that was able to cross the Atlantic Ocean with ease, had its first flight in San Diego. Manufactured by Consolidated Aircraft, the B-24 was first used in 1941. Nearly twenty thousand B-24s were made and used during the war by the U.S. Army and Navy as well as by the Royal Air Force of Britain and Australia.

			————

			RKO spent more money on its screen version of Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame than any previous movie, hoping that its spectacle would keep older moviegoers from comparing it to the 1923 silent classic starring Lon Chaney Sr. The studio rebuilt Medieval Paris in the San Fernando Valley, spending $250,000 just on the replica of Notre Dame Cathedral. Charles Laughton was cast as Quasimodo, but his makeup (by Hollywood expert Perc Westmore) was kept secret and no publicity stills with Laughton were allowed. The film opened to favorable reviews, more for the superb cast than for the production values. Maureen O’Hara was the sultry gypsy Esmerelda, Cedric Hardwicke was the villainous Frollo, and Thomas Mitchell was the clown Clopin. Also featured in the large cast were Alan Marshal, Edmond O’Brien, Walter Hampden, and Harry Davenport. William Dieterle directed the massive production with skill and Alfred Newman provided the dramatic music soundtrack. The Hunchback of Notre Dame was a box office hit, eventually paying off its huge cost.           

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					DECEMBER 29—CHARLES LAUGHTON IS THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME. Before releasing its version of the Victor Hugo classic, RKO allowed no photographs of Laughton in makeup as Quasimodo in newspapers or magazines. Even in the previews for The Hunchback of Notre Dame, the character was kept in the shadows. Similarly, this poster for the film keeps Laughton quite in the dark. RKO Radio Pictures / Photofest © RKO Radio Pictures

				

			

			David Niven was ideally cast as the title debonair thief in the Samuel Goldwyn production of Raffles. The character of the “amateur cracksman” had been seen on stage and screen since he first appeared in E. W. Hornung’s 1899 novel. (Ronald Colman had been a splendid Raffles in the 1930 movie of the same title.) Always a gentleman, Raffles steals a priceless old master from the National Art Gallery then gives it to the retired actress Maud Holden (Margaret Seddon) so she can get the reward money. When Raffles falls in love with Gwen (Olivia de Havilland), he decides to give up his avocation. He is invited to the country home of Gwen’s parents and Scotland Yard inspector MacKenzie (Dudley Digges) is on hand, assuming Raffles is after the family’s treasured necklace. The burglar Crawshay (Peter Godfrey) is there for that purpose, and it is Raffles who outwits both MacKenzie and Crawshay. Because Niven had enlisted in the British army and had to return to England, the production was rushed forward and director Sam Wood filmed all of Niven’s scenes first. The movie is a bit disjoined and much shorter than it should be, but the cast is outstanding and Raffles is still a lot of fun.

			Of the three Hollywood biographies of composer Stephen Foster, 20th Century-Fox’s Swanee River is the best even if it plays loose with the facts. Foster (Don Ameche) hails from Pittsburgh but falls in love with the South, the music of the slaves, and the Southern belle Jane McDowell (Andrea Leeds) whom he marries. But his song career falters, he drinks too much, his wife dies, and Foster commits suicide. Little of it was true (his death was accidental), but the songs were the real thing and that’s what counted. In his last screen role, Al Jolson plays the famous blackface minstrel Edwin P. Christy and his song delivery is still vibrant. 

			Saturday, December 30

			Writing in the Völkischer Beobachter, the official newspaper of the Nazi Party, Hermann Göring warned the world that when Hitler orders the Luftwaffe to attack Britain, “it will make an assault such as world history never has experienced.”

			The radio program Your Hit Parade, which lists the top ten songs of the week, today announced the top twelve songs for the year 1939. They were, in alphabetical order, “All the Things You Are,” “Beer Barrel Polka,” “Brazil,” “God Bless America,” “I Didn’t Know What Time It Was,” “I’ll Never Smile Again,” “The Lamp Is Low,” “Moon Love,” “Our Love,” “Over the Rainbow,” “South of the Border,” and “Three Little Fishes.” 

			————

			The ex-con trying to go straight was the premise for several movies in the 1930s and one of the best of them was Warner Brothers’ Invisible Stripes. Cliff Taylor (George Raft) and Chuck Martin (Humphrey Bogart) are released from prison on the same day. Taylor tries to go straight but society is not welcoming to an ex-con, so he joins Martin’s gang. Taylor makes enough money to help his mother (Flora Robson) and to keep his kid brother Tim (William Holden) from a life of crime. Tim is now able to marry Peggy (Jane Bryan) and own his own garage. Taylor then gives up crime for good. Unfortunately, Martin and his gang use the garage to hide out after an armored car robbery goes wrong and both Taylor brothers are implicated. Taylor tries to help the wounded Martin but both are gunned down by rival gangsters. Invisible Stripes has some outstanding performances, all under the taut direction of Lloyd Bacon.

			Republic offered its own crime drama, Thou Shalt Not Kill, and it also had some commendable acting, but the movie itself was lacking. Reverend Chris Saunders (Charles Bickford) counsels the new kid in town, Allen Stevens (Owen Davis Jr.), to stop running around with the flighty waitress Julie Mancini (Sheila Bromley) if he hopes to win the heart of Mary Olson (Doris Day, not the later-known singer). Allen goes to Julie to say their affair is over, but the next day Julie is found murdered and all the evidence points to Allen. Rev. Saunders hears the confession of Gordon Mavis (Paul Guilfoyle) who says he killed Julie, but the confidentiality of the confessional keeps Saunders from going to the police. Mavis tries to kill Saunders and then confesses to the murder.

			Warner Brothers released a thoroughly entertaining cartoon, The Curious Puppy. Late at night after an amusement park has closed down, the watchdog notices a stray puppy on the grounds and pursues him. The watchdog accidentally hits the power switch and the whole park lights up and all the rides start to move, dazzling and confusing the two dogs.

			Sunday, December 31

			Because of blackout requirements, New Year’s Eve celebrations in Britain, France, and Germany were either canceled or held indoors with windows covered. In London, the use of horns and fireworks was prohibited in case they should be mistaken for air raid warnings. 

			In a radio address to the German people, Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels declared, “Germany today is economically, politically, militarily and spiritually ready to respond to the attack of the enemy.” He made no specific predictions but cautioned listeners that 1940 would be “a hard year, and we must be ready for it.”

			The show business publication Variety announced that the three top-grossing films of the year were Babes in Arms, Drums along the Mohawk, and Goodbye, Mr. Chips. Gone with the Wind had been released only two weeks before the end of the year so it had not yet made enough money to rank so high. Later the movie easily broke all records.

			An article on the state of filmmaking in Great Britain was published. Whereas England had presented 228 movies in 1937, only forty were made during 1939.

			————

			The last Hollywood movie to be released in 1939 was yet another Higgins Family comedy from Republic. Money to Burn was more illogical and scatterbrained than usual, but that is what some moviegoers enjoyed. Joe Higgins (James Gleason) is all lined up for a promotion at the ad agency where he works until a mistake he makes puts his boss, Mr. Ellis (Thurston Hall), in jail overnight. Lil Higgins (Lucile Gleason) and her friend Lucy Davis (Winifred Harris) are all excited by a contest to come up with a slogan for a dog biscuit product but the two become very competitive with each other and the friendship is destroyed. Grandpa (Harry Davenport) tries to get Joe a job with a rival advertising company but Joe ends up in more trouble than before. Lucy wins the contest and shares the prize money with the Higginses, so all is well. The low-budget Higgins comedies continued to be popular. Four more were made in the next two years.
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			Epilogue

			New Year’s Day, 1940

		

		
			When people around the globe awoke on January 1, 1940, many were looking at a world quite different from the one of one year ago. The map of Europe had changed somewhat and, more importantly, international relations had changed drastically. The number of nations involved in war was sobering, and within the next two years new ones would be added. January 1 also found countries preparing for new military offensive moves: Russia into Finland, Japan into China, Germany into France, and Britain and France into Germany. It seemed that no one was winning. Japan had made headway into China but at a horrendous cost. Nazi Germany occupied a large portion of Europe, but Hitler found himself battling more countries than he originally bargained for. The first four months of World War II had proved little except the realization that this ordeal was not going to be brief. Developments in 1940 and 1941 escalated the conflict. Russia occupied Finland in April 1940. Germany invaded France, Holland, and Belgium in May 1940, and by June France fell. Nazi troops invaded the Soviet Union in June of 1941 and the siege of Leningrad began in September of that year. The U.S. entered the war after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941. 

			Although the United States remained neutral throughout 1940 and most of 1941, many Americans saw everyday life change. Jobs were still scarce and many products easily obtained previously were now hard to get. The economy continued to improve at a slow but steady rate, but not until 1942 when there was a demand for materials for the war did the Great Depression finally end. 

			Hollywood continued to function in much the same way but was seriously hurt by the loss of European markets for its movies. Even film stock itself was difficult to get, particularly color film, which was now in greater demand. Hollywood produced about the same number of movies in 1940 as it had in 1939, but the quality was noticeably lower. Yet how obvious this was to the studios and to moviegoers at the time is not easy to determine. Did Hollywood and the public actually realize they were living in a Golden Age in 1939? Probably not. It wasn’t until the Academy Award nominations were announced in March that one was confronted with a record of the many outstanding films that had opened in 1939 and it was impressive indeed. Gone with the Wind swept the awards, the only major Oscar going to another movie being the Best Actor statuette to Robert Donat for Goodbye, Mr. Chips instead of to Clark Gable. But it didn’t take a soothsayer to imagine The Wizard of Oz, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, Drums along the Mohawk, Ninotchka, Stagecoach, Wuthering Heights, and other 1939 movies winning Best Picture in a year without Gone with the Wind. (See appendix C for a detailed account of all the Oscar nominees and winners.)

			When movie buffs and cinema historians wax nostalgic about the Hollywood of old, they are probably thinking of 1939. Maybe that specific year doesn’t come to mind but the Hollywood of 1939 was a highpoint in American filmmaking. The very best artists of the decades before and the up-and-coming talent of the decades to follow were all active in 1939. Never had so many brilliant actors, directors, writers, producers, and studio craftsmen all been working on Hollywood movies at the same time. It is ridiculous to imagine a day when that will happen again because the studio system is dead and movies are not made in the same way. Moviegoers today have to settle for brief flashes of brilliance coming from a wide and varied field of filmmakers. Good, and sometimes even great, movies trickle in and we are grateful for them. But 1939 was an avalanche that still inspires awe.
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			Appendix A

			International Films

		

		
			The following 1939 movies that were not from Hollywood are discussed on these dates. Both foreign and English titles are given.

			The Adventures of the Masked Phantom (Great Britain)—October 1

			Ask a Policeman (Great Britain)—August 29 

			Behind the Facade [Derriere la façade] (France)—March 14

			Bel Ami (Germany)—February 21

			Boefji [Wilton’s Zoo] (Netherlands)—October 4

			Cesta do hlubin studákovy duse [Journey into the Depth of a Student’s Soul] (Czechoslovakia)—October 31

			Cheer Boys Cheer (Great Britain)—November 27

			Chelovek ruzhyom [The Man with the Gun] (Soviet Union)—January 29

			Christian [Kristian] (Czechoslovakia)—September 8

			Clouds over Europe [Q Planes] (Great Britain)—June 16

			The Dark Eyes of London [Human Monster] (Great Britain)—October 19

			Daybreak [Le jour se leve] (France)—June 9

			Death Goes North (Canada)—July 1

			Department Store [I grandi magazzini] (Italy)—August 10

			Derriere la façade [Behind the Facade] (France)—March 14

			Die Reise nach Tilsit [The Trip to Tilsit] (Germany)—November 2

			Discoveries (Great Britain)—September 12

			En enda natt [Only One Night] (Sweden)—February 20

			The End of the Day [La fin du jour] (France)—September 11

			Es war eine rauschende Ballnacht [It Was a Gay Ballnight] (Germany)—November 3

			Farinet ou l’or dans la montagne [Farinet of the Mountains] (France)—May 12

			The Four Feathers (Great Britain)—August 3

			Fric-Frac (France)—June 15

			The Fugitive [On the Night of the Fire] (Great Britain)—October 26

			A Girl Must Live (Great Britain)—April 29

			Girls in Distress [Jeunes filles en détresse] (France)—August 25

			Gu dao tian tang [Orphan Island Paradise] (China)—September 19

			Hataraku ikka [The Whole Family Works] (Japan)—March 11

			Human Monster [The Dark Eyes of London] (Great Britain)—October 19

			I grandi magazzini [Department Store] (Italy)—August 10

			I Met a Murderer (Great Britain)—October 1

			Ils étaient neuf célibataires [Nine Bachelors] (France)—October 27

			Inspector Hornleigh on Holiday (Great Britain)—December 1

			It Was a Gay Ballnight [Es war eine rauschende Ballnacht] (Germany)—November 3

			Jamaica Inn (Great Britain)—October 11

			Jeunes filles en détresse [Girls in Distress] (France)—August 25

			Journey into the Depth of a Student’s Soul [Cesta do hlubin studákovy duse] (Czechoslovakia)—October 31

			Kristian [Christian] (Czechoslovakia)—September 8

			La fin du jour [The End of the Day] (France)—September 11

			La regle du jeu [Rules of the Game] (France)—July 7

			Le dernier tournant [The Postman Always Rings Twice] (France)—May 17

			Le jour se leve [Daybreak] (France)—June 9

			Les otages [The Mayor’s Dilemma] (France)—March 23

			The Lion Has Wings (Great Britain)—November 3

			Louise (France)—August 24

			Magokoro [Sincerity] (Japan)—August 10

			The Man with the Gun [Chelovek ruzhyom] (Soviet Union)—January 29

			The Mayor’s Dilemma [Les otages] (France)—March 23

			Me and My Girl (Great Britain)—April 3

			Me and My Pal (Great Britain)—February 28

			The Mikado (Great Britain)—May 1

			Morgen gaat ’t beter! [Tomorrow It Will Be Better!] (Netherlands)—February 23

			Nine Bachelors [Ils étaient neuf célibataires] (France)—October 27

			Old Mother Riley M.P. (Great Britain)—August 15

			On a heym [Without a Home] (Poland)—March 31

			On His Own [Vlyudyakh] (Soviet Union)—September 12

			On the Night of the Fire [The Fugitive] (Great Britain)—October 26

			Only One Night [En enda natt] (Sweden)—February 20

			Orphan Island Paradise [Gu dao tian tang] (China)—September 19

			Over the Moon (Great Britain)—October 13

			Poison Pen (Great Britain)—July 4

			The Postman Always Rings Twice [Le dernier tournant] (France)—May 17

			Q Planes [Clouds over Europe] (Great Britain)—June 16

			Rules of the Game [La regle du jeu] (France)—July 7

			Shipyard Sally (Great Britain)—July 13

			Sincerity [Magokoro] (Japan)—August 10

			Sons of the Sea (Great Britain)—December 23

			The Spy in Black (Great Britain)—October 5

			The Story of the Last Chrysanthemum [Zangiku monogatari] (Japan)—October 10

			There Ain’t No Justice (Great Britain)—June 17

			Tomorrow It Will Be Better! [Morgen gaat ’t beter!] (Netherlands)—February 23

			The Trip to Tilsit [Die Reise nach Tilsit] (Germany)—November 2

			Vlyudyakh [On His Own] (Soviet Union)—September 12

			The Whole Family Works [Hataraku ikka] (Japan)—March 11

			Wilton’s Zoo [Boefje] (Netherlands)—October 4

			Without a Home [On a heym] (Poland)—March 31

			Young Man’s Fancy (Great Britain)—August 1

			Zangiku monogatari [The Story of the Last Chrysanthemum] (Japan)—October 10
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			Appendix B

			Cartoon and Live-Action Shorts

		

		
			The following 1939 Hollywood shorts are discussed on these dates.

			Artie Shaw and His Orchestra (Warner Bros.)—February 20

			The Autograph Hound (Disney)—September 1

			Beach Picnic (Disney)—June 9

			The Bear That Couldn’t Sleep (MGM)—June 9

			The Curious Puppy (Warner Bros.)—December 30

			Dark Magic (MGM)—May 13

			Day of Rest (MGM)—September 6

			Dog Gone Modern (Warner Bros.)—January 14

			Donald Duck’s Lucky Day (Disney)—January 13

			Donald’s Cousin Gus (Disney)—May 19

			Donald’s Penguin (Disney)—August 11

			The Good Egg (Warner Bros.)—October 21

			Goofy and Wilbur (Disney)—March 17

			Hare-um Scare-um (Warner Bros.)—August 12

			A Haunting We Will Go (Lantz)—September 28

			The Hockey Champ (Disney)—April 28

			An Hour for Lunch (MGM)—March 18

			How to Eat (MGM)—June 10

			How to Sub-Let (MGM)—January 29

			I’m Just a Jitterbug (Universal)—January 16

			Jeepers Creepers (Warner Bros.)—September 23

			Life Begins for Andy Panda (Lantz)—August 24

			Mickey’s Surprise Party (Disney)—February 18

			Musical Mountaineers (Fleischer)—May 12

			My Friend the Monkey (Fleischer)—January 27

			Officer Duck (Disney)—October 10

			The Pointer (Disney)—July 21

			Porky in Egypt (Warner Bros.)—November 5

			Porky the Gob (Warner Bros.)—December 17

			Porky’s Tire Trouble (Warner Bros.)—February 18

			The Practical Pig (Disney)—February 24

			Public Jitterbug No. 1 (Warner Bros.)—May 4

			Rhythm on the Reservation (Fleischer)—July 7

			Robin Hood Makes Good (Warner Bros.)—February 11

			Rubinoff and His Violin (Warner Bros.)—December 11

			Scrambled Eggs (Lantz)—November 10

			Sea Scouts (Disney)—June 30

			See Your Doctor (MGM)—December 16

			Slapsie Maxie’s (Warner Bros.)—September 16

			Snowman’s Land (Warner Bros.)—July 29

			So Does an Automobile (Fleischer)—March 31

			Society Dog Show (Disney)—February 3

			Thugs with Dirty Mugs (Warner Bros.)—May 6

			Ugly Duckling (Disney)—April 7

			Wise Quacks (Warner Bros.)—August 5
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			Appendix C

			Academy Awards

		

		
			The following are Academy Award nominees for 1939. Winners are listed in bold.

			Best Picture

			Dark Victory (Warner Brothers)

			Gone with the Wind (Selznick/MGM)

			Love Affair (RKO)

			Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (Columbia)

			Ninotchka (MGM)

			Of Mice and Men (Roach United Artists)

			Stagecoach (United Artists)

			The Wizard of Oz (MGM)

			Wuthering Heights (Goldwyn/United Artists)

			Best Actress

			Bette Davis in Dark Victory

			Irene Dunne in Love Affair

			Greta Garbo in Ninotchka

			Greer Garson in Goodbye, Mr. Chips

			Vivien Leigh in Gone with the Wind

			Best Actor

			Robert Donat in Goodbye, Mr. Chips

			Clark Gable in Gone with the Wind

			Laurence Olivier in Wuthering Heights

			Mickey Rooney in Babes in Arms

			James Stewart in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			Best Supporting Actress

			Olivia de Havilland in Gone with the Wind

			Geraldine Fitzgerald in Wuthering Heights

			Hattie McDaniel in Gone with the Wind

			Edna May Oliver in Drums along the Mohawk

			Maria Ouspenskaya in Love Affair

			Best Supporting Actor

			Brian Aherne in Juarez

			Harry Carey in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			Brian Donlevy in Beau Geste

			Thomas Mitchell in Gone with the Wind

			Claude Rains in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			Best Director

			Frank Capra for Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			Victor Fleming for Gone with the Wind

			John Ford for Stagecoach

			Sam Wood for Goodbye, Mr. Chips

			William Wyler for Wuthering Heights

			Best Original Story

			Mildred Cram and Leo McCarey for Love Affair

			Lewis R. Foster for Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			Felix Jackson for Bachelor Mother

			Melchior Lengyel for Ninotchka

			Lamar Trotti for Young Mr. Lincoln

			Best Screenplay

			Charles Brackett, Walter Reisch, and Billy Wilder for Ninotchka

			Sidney Buchman for Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur for Wuthering Heights

			Sidney Howard for Gone with the Wind

			Eric Maschwitz and R. C. Sherriff for Goodbye, Mr. Chips

			Best Cinematography (black and white)

			Joseph H. August for Gunga Din

			Norbert Brodine for Lady of the Tropics

			Tony Gaudio for Juarez

			Bert Glennon for Stagecoach

			Arthur Miller for The Rains Came

			Victor Milner for The Great Victor Herbert

			Gregg Toland for Intermezzo: A Love Story

			Gregg Toland for Wuthering Heights

			Joseph Valentine for First Love

			Joseph Walker for Only Angels Have Wings

			Best Cinematography (color)

			Ernest Haller and Ray Rennahan for Gone with the Wind

			George Perinal and Osmond Borradaile for Four Feathers

			Sol Polito and W. Howard Greene for The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex

			Ray Rennahan and Bert Glennon for Drums along the Mohawk

			Hal Rosson for The Wizard of Oz

			William V. Skall for The Mikado

			Best Interior Decoration

			Lionel Banks for Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			James Basevi for Wuthering Heights

			William Darling and George Dudley for The Rains Came

			Hans Dreier and Robert Odell for Beau Geste

			Cedric Gibbons and William A. Horning for The Wizard of Oz

			Anton Grot for The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex

			Charles D. Hall for Captain Fury

			John Victor MacKay for Man of Conquest

			Van Nest Polglase and Al Herman for Love Affair

			Alexander Toluboff for Stagecoach

			Lyle Wheeler for Gone with the Wind

			Best Sound Recording

			John Aalberg for The Hunchback of Notre Dame

			Bernard B. Brown for When Tomorrow Comes

			E. H. Hansen for The Rains Came

			Nathan Levinson for The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex

			John Livadary for Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

			C. L. Lootens for Man of Conquest

			Thomas T. Moulton for Gone with the Wind

			Elmer Raguse for Of Mice and Men

			Loren Ryder for The Great Victor Herbert

			Douglas Shearer for Balalaika

			W. Watkins for Goodbye, Mr. Chips

			Best Song

			“Faithful Forever” from Gulliver’s Travels; Ralph Rainer (music), Leo Robin (lyric)

			“I Poured My Heart into a Song” from Second Fiddle; Irving Berlin (music and lyric)

			“Over the Rainbow” from The Wizard of Oz; Harold Arlen (music), E. Y. Harburg (lyric)

			“Wishing” from Love Affair; Buddy de Sylva (music and lyric)

			Best Score

			Babes in Arms; Roger Edens and George E. Stoll

			First Love; Charles Previn

			The Great Victor Herbert; Phil Boutelje and Arthur Lange

			The Hunchback of Notre Dame; Alfred Newman

			Intermezzo: A Love Story; Lou Forbes

			Mr. Smith Goes to Washington; Dimitri Tiomkin

			Of Mice and Men; Aaron Copland

			The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex; Erich Wolfgang Korngold

			She Married a Cop; Cy Feuer

			Stagecoach; Richard Hageman, Frank Harling, John Liepold, and Leo Shuken

			Swanee River; Louis Silvers

			They Shall Have Music; Alfred Newman

			Way Down South; Victor Young

			Best Original Score

			Dark Victory; Max Steiner

			Eternally Yours; Werner Janssen

			Golden Boy; Victor Young

			Gone with the Wind; Max Steiner

			Gulliver’s Travels; Victor Young

			The Man in the Iron Mask; Lud Gluskin and Lucien Moraweck

			Man of Conquest; Victor Young

			Nurse Edith Cavell; Aaron Copland

			Of Mice and Men; Aaron Copland

			The Rains Came; Alfred Newman

			The Wizard of Oz; Herbert Stothart

			Wuthering Heights; Alfred Newman

			Best Film Editing

			Gone with the Wind; Hal C. Kern and James E. Newcom

			Goodbye, Mr. Chips; Charles Frend

			Mr. Smith Goes to Washington; Gene Havlick and Al Clark

			The Rains Came; Barbara McLean

			Stagecoach; Otho Lovering and Dorothy Spencer

			Best Special Effects

			Gone with the Wind

			Only Angels Have Wings

			The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex

			The Rains Came

			Topper Takes a Trip

			Union Pacific

			The Wizard of Oz

			Short Subjects (cartoons)

			Detouring America (Warner Bros.)

			Peace on Earth (MGM)

			The Pointer (Disney)

			The Ugly Duckling (Disney)

			Short Subjects (one-reel)

			Busy Little Bears (Paramount)

			Information Please (RKO)

			Prophet without Honor (MGM)

			Sword Fishing (Warner Bros.)

			Short Subjects (two-reel)

			Drunk Driving (MGM)

			Five Times Five (RKO)

			Sons of Liberty (Warner Bros.)

			Special Awards

			Douglas Fairbanks (posthumous), first president of the Academy

			The Motion Picture Relief Fund

			Judy Garland, outstanding juvenile performer of the year

			William Cameron Menzies, color design for Gone with the Wind

			Technicolor Company, new three-color process
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