
      
         	
         
      

   
      
         
         
         
         
      

      
         
         
         
            
            
         

         
         
         
            
            
               The historical dictionaries present essential information on a broad range of subjects,
               including American and world history, art, business, cities, countries, 
               cultures, customs, film, global conflicts, international relations, literature, music,
               philosophy, religion, sports, and theater. Written by experts, all contain highly
               informative introductory essays on the topic and detailed chronologies that, in some
               cases, cover vast historical time periods but still manage to heavily feature more
               recent events.
               
            

            
            
               Brief A–Z entries describe the main people, events, politics, social issues, institutions,
               and policies that make the topic unique, and entries are cross-referenced for
               ease of browsing. Extensive bibliographies are divided into several general subject
               areas, providing excellent access points for students, researchers, and anyone
               wanting to know more. Additionally, maps, photographs, and appendixes of supplemental
               information aid high school and college students doing term papers or introductory
               research projects. In short, the historical dictionaries are the perfect starting
               point for anyone looking to research in these fields.
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         	ABÉ (ABBÉ, ABBEY)

         
         	
            A people speaking a Lagoon language but with Akan social structures. They are reported to have been largely unaware of a common history
               before recent times. Their region of origin is around the town of Agboville. Their traditional political framework was not well developed above the village level.
               Nevertheless, they are famous for mounting some of the fiercest resistance against
               French colonial rule because of their opposition to the construction of the Abidjan–Niger
               railway line. The last major uprising of the Abé against French colonial rule occurred
               in 1910. It led to the murder of Colonel Rubino, an employee of the Compagnie Française d’Afrique Occidentale (CFAO), and the deportation of Abés to Congo-Brazzaville by Governor Gabriel Angoulvant. Ironically, an Abé village still bears the name of Rubino. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	ABENGOUROU

         
         	
            Prefecture of the département of the same name in the Moyen-Comoé Region, it was one of the original six prefectures
               at independence. Located near the border with Ghana, Abengourou is thought to have been founded in approximately the 1860s by an Anyi-Ndenye
               aristocrat Mian Kouadio, who signed a protectorate treaty with Marcel Treich-Laplène in 1887, confirmed by Louis-Gustave Binger in 1889. The French organized the cercle of Abengourou in 1896. King Boa Kouassi II established his capital there in 1910,
               and it has remained the seat of the traditional Ndenye rulers. The population of the city was reported to be 31,239 in 1975; it has since grown to an estimated
               116,169 in 2010.
            

            
             The city is home to the Roman Catholic diocese of Abengourou, with its elegant Cathédrale Sainte Thérèse de l’Enfant Jésus,
               a major attraction for pilgrims; it has also been served by a Catholic bishop since
               1963. The city has an airport and several important educational institutions, including
               an agricultural vocational training institute, along with a research station that
               specializes in cocoa and coffee, the two main cash crops produced in the surrounding area. Prominent citizens of
               Abengourou include Émile Atta Brou and François Yattien Amiguet.
            

            
         

         
         	ABIDJAN

         
         	
            Originally a small fishing village, it is currently the principal city of Côte d’Ivoire
               and the third-largest French-speaking city in the world, after Paris and Kinshasa.
               Often evocatively referred to as the “Pearl of the Lagoon,” Abidjan lies on the southeast
               coast of the country in the Gulf of Guinea and on the Ebrié Lagoon. The Ebrié villages of Locodjo, Anoumabo, and Cocody are located nearby. The site was chosen in 1903 by the Crosson-Duplessis mission in
               search of a railhead on a line connecting the coast with the interior. Six Europeans
               and 378 skilled African workers were the first inhabitants, and railroad construction
               produced a village of 1,400 by 1912, when the workers moved farther north. The population grew to 5,400 by 1921; by the time the capital was moved there in 1934, the population
               had risen to 17,000, increasing to 45,000 by the end of World War II, 127,000 in 1955,
               500,000 by the mid-1970s, and to about 2.7 million in 1990. The most recent estimate
               of the population of the city was 4,476,397 in 2012.
            

            
             The geographic layout of the city dates back to a 1925 colonial administration plan
               establishing an African quarter in Treichville and an administrative center on the Plateau. A park separated the government area
               from the Plateau’s commercial district to the south. A second African quarter, Adjamé, was created about 1930, separated from the Plateau by military camps. In 1931 the
               rail line was extended across the lagoon on a floating bridge to the island of Petit
               Bassam, then by a dike to the barrier island, and to a new wharf at Port-Bouët. By 1934, traffic through Port-Bouët exceeded that through Grand Bassam. Work began on a canal through the barrier island at Vridi in 1935 but was suspended during World War II. Until 1950, Abidjan consisted of the Plateau, Treichville, and Adjamé. The modern
               residential quarter of Cocody was planned in 1960.
            

            
             Economic activity expanded with the opening of the Vridi Canal in 1950, leading to
               the construction of the port and industrial sections on the southern part of the island
               of Petit Bassam and on the barrier island from Port-Bouët to Vridi. The airport was
               built in Port-Bouët in 1951. A permanent bridge was constructed between the Plateau
               and Treichville in 1957, followed by another one in 1967. The Plateau’s limited size
               has resulted in a push skyward, Manhattan style, earning Abidjan the nickname the
               “Miami Beach of Africa.” The average height of new construction there in 1975 was
               20 stories. When Adjamé reached its natural limits at the forest reserves of Banco
               and Abobo, and the Bay of Banco, new centers for urban immigrants grew up in Marcory, Koumassi,
               and Biétry, filling in the rest of Petit Bassam. By 1970, the continued immigration
               flow was directed toward Abobo to the north. In 1939, Abidjan was declared a “commune mixte,” second degree, which meant it was entitled to an elected council with deliberative
               powers. The elections were postponed until after the war and, in 1945, they provided
               the earliest opportunity for nationalists to confront colonial rule.
            

            
             Abidjan remained the capital of the country until 1983, when as a major effort toward
               decentralization it was announced that the political capital would be transferred
               to Yamoussoukro, leaving Abidjan as the economic or commercial capital. Indeed, Abidjan is the industrial
               hub for the Côte d’Ivoire and the West African sub-region; it has an array of major
               industries that include food processing, flour milling, lumber, beer and other beverages,
               cigarettes, textiles, footwear, plastics, chemicals, soaps, other detergents, and
               so on. In the 1960s and 1970s, Abidjan became so attractive that many multi-national
               corporations (MNCs), initially French but then increasingly American, as well as major
               financial institutions set up shop there. Major U.S. corporations like Union Carbide,
               Caterpillar, Goodyear, General Electric, and Price Waterhouse as well as Morgan Guaranty
               Trust, Chase Manhattan, Bank of America, and Citibank had manufacturing plants and
               offices located in Abidjan or had turned it into their regional headquarters. While
               the economic downturn of the 1980s and 1990s and the political crisis that followed
               had forced some of these corporations to wind down their businesses, relocate elsewhere
               in the region, or go belly-up, Abidjan still enjoys significant industrial activity.
               Meanwhile, all the major national institutions such as the presidency, the Assemblée Nationale, the judiciary, and all the foreign embassies have remained in Abidjan.
            

            
             Abidjan was divided administratively and politically into 10 communes in 1980. Since 2001, the city has been run as a department with the 10 communes and
               three new sub-prefectures at Anyama, Bingerville and Songon. The post of mayor of the city was abolished and replaced by that of a
               district governor, appointed by the president. Since 2011, Robert Beugré Mambé has served as governor.
            

            
             The city has several significant landmarks including St. Paul’s Cathedral; the Golf Hotel; the Hôtel Ivoire Intercontinental, which in its heyday featured an ice-skating rink,
               the only one of its kind in the tropics, and an elegant casino; the national museum
               which houses an interesting collection of traditional art and craftwork, including wooden statues and masks, pottery, ivory, and bronze; and
               the Parc du Banco rainforest reserve which has nice walking trails, majestic trees,
               and a lake but not much wildlife. Near the entrance to the park is Africa’s largest
               outdoor human washing enterprise where hundreds of professional cleaners do laundry
               by smashing clothes against rocks and tires using homemade detergent.
            

            
             The latest landmark is the Pont Henri Konan Bédié, a 1.5-kilometer-long toll bridge across the lagoon and linking Marcory to Cocody.
               Built by France’s Bouyges Group and partly financed by the Africa Finance Corporation (AFC), the
               Nigerian-based fund which aims to finance infrastructure projects in Africa, the bridge
               was inaugurated on 16 December 2014 and opened to traffic on 21 December 2014. It
               is the first major infrastructure project executed since 2002, with a price tag of
               $330 million. It will cost motorists between 500 and 1,000 F CFA. The toll amount
               has generated debate in Abidjan, but the minister of economic infrastructure Patrick Achi argues it is worth it because the bridge, which is also an expressway, will cut travel
               time and generate savings in petrol costs.
            

            
         

         
         	ABIDJAN STOCK EXCHANGE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ABLA POKOU

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ABOBO-GARE

         
         	
            A northern suburb of Abidjan and one of the most densely populated urban communes in Côte d’Ivoire. It has developed from small Ebrié farming villages, Abobo-té, Abobo Baule, and Anonkoi Kouté, to a very densely populated, low-income residential area. It
               was incorporated into the commune of Abidjan in 1980. In 1985, Abobo became a commune
               in its own right. On 11 August 2012, Prime Minister Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio, accompanied by Mayor Adama Toungara, cut the ribbon to open a new ultra-modern international bus terminal at Anonkoi
               Kouté. The University of Abobo-Adjamé is also located in the commune. Aké Loba, a writer and first mayor (1985–90), is among the prominent “sons” of the commune.
            

            
             The area has attracted large numbers of rural immigrants, with growth especially
               rapid since the 1970s. In 1982, the population was estimated at 370,000. Today, the population has risen to about 1,500,000 crammed
               into a 90 square km area. Most of the inhabitants are actively engaged in commercial
               and service activities. Although home to a large population of Muslims, many of them
               from neighboring countries as well as from northern Côte d’Ivoire, Abobo is actually
               characterized by considerable ethnic and religious diversity. It was the base of operation
               of the “commando invisibles” loyal to Ibrahim Coulibaly, alias IB. Not surprisingly, many violent clashes occurred in the community between
               government forces and the opposition during the 2010–11 “post-election crisis.” The
               worst episode was the gunning down of seven women by Laurent Gbagbo’s forces during a peaceful protest march on 3 March 2011.
            

            
         

         
         	ABOISSO

         
         	
            Prefecture of the département of the same name located 116 km southeast of Abidjan, north of the Aby Lagoon, at the northernmost navigable point from the lagoon on the Bia River. Inhabited
               by the ethnic Sanwi Anyi, Aboisso was founded by merchants as the point of exchange between the lagoon and
               the commercial route to Bondoukou and Kong. Once part of the kingdom of Krindjabo, the town also served as a launching pad for the early explorations of the country
               by Marcel Treich-Laplène. In 1895, Treich-Laplène estimated the population of “Ain-Boisseau” at 400 to 500. Once the route north was secured by a military presence
               at Zaranou in 1897, trade developed rapidly. The administrative capital of the cercle was moved there from Assinie in 1903, and the Compagnie Française d’Afrique Occidentale (CFAO) opened an office in 1904. The village was razed to the ground, and a new geometric
               town plan adopted. Aboisso grew in tandem with the rubber trade until 1913, when the
               market price of rubber collapsed.
            

            
             When the railroad north of Abidjan was opened, trade was redirected to the west, and Aboisso stagnated. It experienced
               a temporary resurgence with the construction of the Ayamé I and II dams in 1959 and
               has been further revived since 1988 due to its location on the new international road
               between Abidjan and Accra, Ghana. According to census data, the population was 13,527 in 1975 and 21,348 in 1988.
               In 2010, the population was estimated at 42,658. In 1980 Aboisso became a “commune de plein exercice” and elected its first mayor. The town has an airport, palm oil processing plants (Palmci and Coopalem), a center for processing fresh cocoa, and an SOS children’s village. Its most famous personalities include Joseph Anoma, a planter and nationalist politician, and Dr. Aouélé Eugène Aka, a former minister.
            

            
         

         
         	ABOUADIE KEOU

         
         	
            War chief who led several Dida sub-groups in an uprising against colonial rule from 1915 to 1919, at first because
               of assessments of rice destined for the French war effort. He was sentenced by the
               colonial government to be deported for 10 years but died in Grand Lahou under mysterious circumstances.
            

            
         

         
         	ABOUET, MARGUERITE (1971–)

         
         	
            Pioneer Ivoirian comic and graphic novelist. Marguerite Abouet was born in Abidjan. She grew up in Yopougon until she and her brother moved to France to live with their maternal great uncle
               to learn “papier longeur” when she was 12 years old. However, things did not quite work out that way. She
               worked at a few odd jobs and then as legal secretary in Romainville, a Paris suburb.
               She began writing novels for young adults but abandoned it for the more liberating
               graphic novel form of writing. She had a huge success with her first comic and graphic
               novel, Aya de Yopougon, in 2005. Aya won the 2006 Angoulême International Comics Festival Prize for First Comic Book and
               sold over 2 million copies in France. She has quit her job as legal secretary to concentrate
               on writing full time. An English-language version has been released by the Canadian
               publisher Drawn and Quarterly and is distributed in the United States. Between 2005
               and 2010, she published six volumes in the series. Akissi followed Aya, also set in Yopougon. In 2011, Marguerite Abouet started work on bringing Aya to the big screen. The animated film adaptation of Aya de Yopougon debuted in 2013. Marguerite Abouet resides in Noisy-le-Sec, outside Paris, with her
               husband, illustrator Clément Oubrerie.
            

            
         

         
         	ABRON (BRONG)

         
         	
            An Akan group whose homeland lies astride the central portion of the Ghana–Côte d’Ivoire border. (They are called Brong in Ghana, where the majority of them
               live). The Abron may have settled in their present location as early as the 15th century.
               Their own tradition has them as the founders of a state at Bondoukou in the 15th century under legendary King Adou Bini. The Abron kingdom was a vassal
               state of Ashanti from about 1819 until 1873, when the British invaded Ashanti. In
               1888, King Agyimini signed a “treaty of protection” with Marcel Treich-Laplène but was attacked by Samory Touré in 1895.
            

            
             The Abron are a matrilineal people with a typical Akan social structure and culture
               but lack centralized political power. The Joshua Project estimates that there are
               1,568,000 Abrons between the two countries, but only 195,000 live in Côte d’Ivoire.
               Comparatively, 43.0 percent of Abrons in Côte d’Ivoire are Christian, and only 4.0
               percent are Evangelical; 48.0 percent of Ghana’s Brongs are Christian, and an even
               stronger 17.0 percent are Evangelical.
            

            
         

         
         	ABURE (ABOURE)

         
         	
            Lagoon cluster people in the extreme southeast of Côte d’Ivoire. Under pressure from
               the Agni kingdom of Sanwi, they moved from an earlier location and now live between the villages of Moossou
               and Bonoua, east of Grand Bassam. They first came under French rule in 1842 through a treaty signed with Louis Edouard Bouët-Willaumez. The Monteil expedition put down an Abure revolt in 1894, growing out of Abure levies
               on trade on the Comoé River and eastern Ebrié Lagoon. Because they had accumulated some wealth in pre-colonial trade, some Abure were
               among the first and most successful Ivoirian capitalist planters. They are also some
               of the most Christianized people in Côte d’Ivoire. The Joshua Project puts the population at 81,000, out of which 92.0 percent are reported to be Christian and another 7.0
               percent are Evangelical.
            

            
         

         
         	ABY (ABI) LAGOON

         
         	
            Located in the far east of Côte d’Ivoire, it forms a natural boundary with Ghana. It actually consists of three lagoons—Aby, Ehy, and Tendo. Surrounded by mangrove
               forests, Aby is the second-largest lagoon in the country. It covers an area of 424
               square km and stretches 24.5 km north–south and 56 km east–west. It has a maximum
               width of 15.5 km and a depth of 17 meters at its broadest. The Aby lagoon is connected
               to the sea in its southern end by several artificial channels, including the main
               Aby and the Éhotilé Island channels, and to the Comoé through the Assinie Canal. It
               receives freshwater from the Bia and Toumanguié Rivers in the northwest and the Tanoé
               River in the east. The Ayénoua also flows into it.
            

            
         

         
         	ACAJOU

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ACCORD GÉNÉRAL DE COOPERATION ECONOMIQUE FRANCO-IVOIRIENNE (GENERAL AGREEMENT ON FRANCO-IVOIRIAN
            ECONOMIC COOPERATION)
         

         
         	
            This cooperation treaty, covering the years 1961–66, provided that France would import 100,000 tons of coffee per year until 1966 at 3.20 FF/kg (160 F CFA). The specified tonnage accounted for
               70 percent of Ivoirian production at the time. The figure was revised downward in
               1962–63 to 88,000 tons because of Algerian independence. (Algeria’s annual consumption
               of 10,000 tons was included in the original treaty).
            

            
         

         
         	ACHI, PATRICK JEROME (1955–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian engineer, energy consultant, and politician, he was born in Paris, France.
               He holds electrical engineering degrees from University of Paris 1 and the École Supérieure
               d’Électricité (Supélec), as well as a master’s in management from Stanford University,
               California. He also holds a master’s degree in physics from the Université of Cocody. The qualifications aside, he is highly regarded as a competent technocrat. His professional
               experiences include work at Arthur Anderson in Chicago and Paris as well as head of
               mission in Abidjan. In the public sector, he has served as technical adviser to the Ministry of Energy.
               In 1992, Patrick Jérôme Achi became government commissioner at the national electricity
               company and then president of the board of directors of the Société d’Opération Ivoirienne
               d’Electricité (SOPIE) in 1999. He has also served as governing delegate in charge
               of the coffee-cocoa sector. Since 2000, he has been the minister of economic infrastructure.
            

            
             A member of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), Achi is currently responsible for the rehabilitation of Ivoirian roads, a
               task made all the more urgent by neglect caused by a decade-long political-military
               conflict. He has recently completed the highest-priority and long-awaited third bridge
               across the lagoon, the Pont Henri Konan Bédié, opened to traffic on 21 December 2014. He is also responsible for executing the
               four-lane motorway linking Abidjan to Grand Bassam. His long-cherished dream of getting a tramway built for Abidjan may be inching closer
               to realization, as work on the first phase of the project is underway.
            

            
         

         
         	ADAI

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ADAMA, BICTOGO (1962–)

         
         	
            Former minister of African integration and national secretary of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) responsible for relations with rival political parties, he was a close ally
               of Alassane Ouattara. However, he served as special adviser to General Robert Guéï following the coup in 1999. Before then, he worked in the private sector, as director for the SCORE
               wholesale distribution chain owned by the Société Commerciale de l’Ouest Africain (SCOA) from 1990 to 1993, as executive director of the Société de Distribution des
               Produits Alimentaires (SDPA) from 1994 to 2000, and as consultant to the Bollore company
               from 2000 to 2002. From 2002 to 2004, Bictogo Adama was appointed special adviser
               to the minister of state in the Ministry of Agriculture; from there, he served as
               special adviser in charge of diplomacy and relations with international institutions
               under both Charles Konan Banny and Guillaume Soro (2004–8). He is considered a very skillful negotiator. Indeed, he is given credit
               for playing a crucial role in finding the necessary compromises and facilitating the
               search for common ground between the two camps during the negotiations that culminated
               in the signing of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) in 2004. There was an attempt on his life in July 2005; and during the post-election
               crisis in November 2010, his house was ransacked and looted. Nevertheless, he has
               been a consistent advocate of reconciliation, justice, and peace.
            

            
             He ran Ouattara’s campaign in the Agnéby region (Adzopé, Agboville, Yakasse, Attorou, and Affery) and the department of Alépé, not exactly friendly
               territory for the Ouattara camp. He orchestrated a successful four-day tour by Alassane
               Ouattara to this Bété stronghold of Laurent Gbagbo during the pre-campaign for the presidential elections (6–10 January 2010). He was
               elected RDR deputy of Agboville in the 2011 parliamentary elections and appointed
               minister of African integration by Ouattara. He was dismissed from the government
               (he also submitted his resignation the same day) on 22 May 2012 in the face of allegations
               that he had embezzled $1 million from funds intended to be used to compensate the
               victims of the toxic waste that was illegally dumped by the vessel Probo Koala on behalf of Traffigura in August 2006. Adama has denied any wrongdoing and says he looks forward to his
               day in court to clear his name.
            

            
         

         
         	ADAMA, DOLO (1968–)

         
         	
            Popularly known by his stage name Adama Dahico, he is a highly talented comedian,
               humorist, and theatrical and film actor. He was born in Adjamé. He injected a bit of levity into the 2010 presidential election as a presidential
               candidate. He finished 11th out of 14. Following his own failed bid, he threw his
               support behind Laurent Gbagbo in the runoff. Asked about his performance in a Jeune Afrique interview in June 2014, he responded with characteristic wit: he said it was because
               he did not want to make waves but that, according to certain credible sources, he
               finished between 6th and 7th. Asked if he would contest the 2015 election, he quipped,
               “I will not be a candidate but go straight to president.” In the same interview that
               took place in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, he was asked why he titled his new show “Adama Dahico, from CP1 to CPI.” He explained
               that “CP1” is kindergarten. The CPI is the Cour Pénale Internationale (International
               Criminal Court), but not entirely. He says the “show recounts how I went from CP1
               to ‘Candidat à la Présidentielle Ivoirienne,’ ‘Comédien Politique avec les Ivoiriens’
               or even ‘Comédien Professionnel International.’ I can also give other definitions
               of ‘CPI’: the ‘Cour aux Preuves Insuffisantes,’ ‘Comprimé Périmé Inbuvable,’ ‘Compaoré est un Président Intègre,’ and so on.”
            

            
             This prompted the interviewer to ask whether he really thought that President Compaoré
               has integrity, to which he responded that since they were in the land of people with
               integrity (the meaning of Burkina Faso), “the first among them had to be the president,
               no?” The interviewer probed further: “This country of integrity is going to organize
               a referendum on changing Article 37 [of the constitution] (to allow Blaise Compaoré
               to run again in 2015)? . . . Are you in favor of Blaise Compaoré running again?” Dolo
               Adama responded that he could not speak for the Burkinabè. It is for them to decide
               if Compaoré should leave office. He added that in the past, politicians dictated what
               people did. But today, the people are capable of sizing up the situation in the country.
               He said he was thinking in particular of “the young Burkinabè, who are vigilant and
               highly politically conscious.” The comedian appears to have been prescient, given
               the uprising by young people that occurred in Ouagadougou on 31 October 2014 and forced
               Blaise Compaoré to flee the country.
            

            
             Dolo Adama (Adama Dahico) stars in a television series, My Family, in Côte d’Ivoire. He has also starred in the film Adama Dahico in the Dromokan. He has been given numerous awards, including as Peace Ambassador of the International
               Ecumenical Federation, the Kilimandjaro Prize for best comedian, and as Best Comedian
               of Côte d’Ivoire. The United States embassy in Abidjan has also given him an honorary diploma of culture.
            

            
         

         
         	ADJAMÉ

         
         	
            An older, lower-income section of Abidjan, located to the north of the Plateau district. It is considered the oldest “indigenous”
               neighborhood. In 1980, Adjamé was designated a commune of Abidjan. Although it grew out of Ebrié villages, the population is extremely diverse. The nighttime population of Adjamé was estimated at 254,290
               in 2009, although during the daytime it caters to more than 2 million people because
               of its geographic location and commercial activities. It includes the railway station
               of Agban and, as the point of convergence of the main highways into Abidjan from the
               interior, has an important bus terminal. The name Adjamé actually means “junction”
               or “center” in the local Tchaman language. The current mayor of the city is Youssouf Sylla, a member of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). The growth of Adjamé has been so phenomenal that it has practically merged
               with the adjoining commune of Abobo.
            

            
         

         
         	ADJUKRU (ADJOUKROU, ADIOUKROU, ADYUKRU, LODJOUKROU)

         
         	
            Ethnic group of Kru origins, but with some borrowed traits from the Lagoon peoples among whom they live. According to their own tradition, they emigrated from
               the northwest, unlike nearby groups who claim to have come from the east. Also peculiar
               to their region is their traditional age grade hierarchy, marked by stages of initiation. They inhabit the coastal region along
               the western part of the Ebrié Lagoon near the town of Dabou. Their leaders signed an alliance with Captain Louis-Léon-César Faidherbe in 1852, and a French fort was subsequently constructed that was the origin of the
               town of Dabou. They numbered more than 100,000 in 1999.
            

            
             The Adjukru celebrate a rite of passage festival called Low that lasts three to five weeks, at the end of which young men between the ages of
               18 and 28 years become adults and assume social responsibilities, including the right
               to participate in war and to defend the village. The Joshua Project estimates that
               there are 123,000 Adjukru living in Côte d’Ivoire and 90.0 percent of them are Christian
               and 3.0 percent are Evangelicals. They are heavily involved in palm oil production. Cassava cultivation is another major activity of theirs; not surprisingly, attiéké is a traditional staple.
            

            
         

         
         	ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY

         
         	
            See ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	ADOU BINI

         
         	
            According to Abron tradition, he was the king who founded the Abron state at Bondoukou in the 15th century.
            

            
         

         
         	AFFI N’GUESSAN, PASCAL (1953–)

         
         	
            Politician and onetime staunch ally of ex-president Laurent Gbagbo, he is currently president of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). An Anyi born in Bouadikro in the sub-prefecture of Bongouanou, he has served in several high-profile
               positions in both his party and the government. He also served jail time after Gbagbo
               was arrested. He attended primary school in his hometown and the Lycée Technique (secondary-technical
               school) in Abidjan from 1969 to 1973. After pursuing a diploma course in telecommunication engineering
               at the École Nationale Supérieure des Travaux Publics (ENSTP) from 1975 to 1977, he
               left for France to continue his education. From 1989 to 1993, he was head of education and training at the École Nationale
               des Postes et Télécommunications. He served as special adviser to the regional director
               of Côte d’Ivoire-Télécom (CI-Telecom) in Bouaké from February 1993 to July 1997. From July 1997 to January 2000, he was head of the
               Department of Operations and Service Quality at CI-Telecom.
            

            
             Affi N’Guessan joined the FPI in 1986 when it was a clandestine organization and
               rose to became a member of the general secretariat of the party in 1990; in 1994,
               he became deputy secretary general. He was elected mayor of Bongouanou, a commune
               of about 30,000 people, in 1990 and served one five-year term; he also served as vice
               president of the Union des Villes et Communes de Côte d’Ivoire (UVICOCI) during his
               tenure. He first entered government as minister of industry and tourism following
               the overthrow of Henri Konan Bédié in a military coup in December 1999; he served in that position until the presidential
               election of October 2000 when he became Gbagbo’s campaign director. Following Gbagbo’s
               victory, he was appointed prime minister, serving from 27 October until 10 February
               2003 when he ceded the position to a new consensus prime minister chosen as a result
               of the Linas-Marcoussis agreement. He was the FPI’s overwhelming choice to replace
               Gbagbo as president of the party at its Third Extraordinary Congress held from 20
               to 22 July 2001, receiving 94.5 percent of the votes. Gbagbo was constitutionally
               barred from serving as party leader and state president. Affi N’Guessan was also elected
               vice president of the Socialist International at its 22nd Congress held in São Paulo,
               Brazil, from 27 to 29 October 2003.
            

            
             Following the crumbling of Gbagbo’s resistance to the international community and
               the end of the second civil war, Affi N’Guessan was initially confined to the Hôtel de la Pergola under UN supervision.
               However, a very critical interview he gave to the press on 22 April earned him a transfer
               to the seat of government of Alassane Ouattara in the Golf Hotel, then to Bouna in the north the next day to join Michel Gbagbo and other Gbagbo loyalists in detention there. On 5 August 2013, he was conditionally
               released along with 13 others, including Michel Gbagbo. With both Laurent Gbagbo and
               Simone Gbagbo in jail, Affi N’Guessan became the official face of the FPI opposition to the Ouattara
               government. Lately, however, he has been touring the country and preaching reconciliation;
               he has been trying to position the FPI to participate in the 2015 elections but has
               encountered significant resistance from the “rejectionists.” Over the weekend of 5–6
               July 2014, he restructured the general secretariat of the party by reassigning partisans
               of the Gbagbos, including Laurent Akoun, to other positions or by sidelining them altogether. According to Affi N’Guessan,
               “one cannot engage in politics from prison.” He is currently locked in a legal battle
               with those in the party who insist Laurent Gbagbo should be elected president of the
               party even from his jail in The Hague.
            

            
         

         
         	AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (AfDB)

         
         	
            Multilateral regional bank established in 1964 by the United Nations Economic Commission
               for Africa (UNECA) with a mandate to reduce poverty and promote African economic and
               social development. All 54 African states are members. Initially intended as an Africa-only
               institution, the inability of the member states to raise sufficient capital led to
               the admission of non-African states including the United States.
            

            
             The AfDB Group consists of the AfDB, the African Development Fund (ADF), and the
               Nigeria Trust Fund (NTF). Established in 1972, the ADF is the concessional or soft-loan
               window of the bank, financed by 26 participating countries and four regional donors,
               focusing on low-income African countries. It has a subscription of $35 billion that
               is replenished every three years. Established in 1976 by Nigeria, the NTF targets
               the bank’s most needy countries. Maturing in 2018, the NTF has a total of $242 million
               at its disposal. The AfDB also has co-financing arrangements with multilateral partners,
               bilateral institutions, governments, and local firms. The sectoral distribution of
               the bank’s operations in 2012 were as follows: energy, 24.7 percent; transport, 16.8
               percent; social, 14.6 percent; multi-sector, 14.0 percent; finance, 11.2 percent;
               agriculture, 8.6 percent; water supply and sanitation, 7.5 percent; and industry, 2.7 percent.
            

            
             The board of governors is the highest decision-making body of the institution. It
               is composed of ministers of finance and ministers of cooperation of the bank’s member
               countries. The board meets annually and makes the most significant decisions such
               as the admission of new members, increases to the bank’s capital, and the election
               of the president. Since 2005, Donald Kaberuka, former finance minister of Rwanda,
               has served as president. The 79 member states are represented on the board of directors,
               which comprises 20 executive directors, elected by the board of governors to oversee
               the day-to-day operations of the AfDB. They ultimately approve all projects, policies,
               and strategies of the institution. Decisions by both boards require a two-thirds majority
               or 70 percent, should any member request it. The African members have 13 seats on
               the board of directors and roughly 60 percent of its voting share; non-Africans have
               seven seats and 40 percent of voting power. As of 31 January 2013, Nigeria is the
               largest shareholder, with 9.2 percent of shares, followed by the United States and
               Japan with 6.5 and 5.5 percent respectively. Egypt and South Africa have 5.4 and 4.8
               percent of shares respectively, making them the top five shareholders among the 79
               member countries. The AfDB has an authorized capital of $103 billion. Turkey became
               the 79th member in October 2013. In addition to subscriptions, the AfDB raises funds
               from capital markets.
            

            
             The AfDB was headquartered in Abidjan from its inception in 1964 until Côte d’Ivoire’s political crisis erupted in 2002;
               it was temporarily relocated to Tunis. The government of President Alassane Ouattara engaged in successful negotiations to return the bank to its original home in Abidjan.
               At a press conference on 19 August 2014, Donald Kaberuka announced the official return
               of the bank to Abidjan. The vice presidents and 1,000 officers had already returned.
               Only 500 officers were awaiting repatriation from Tunis. The return is considered
               a vote of confidence and is expected to boost Côte d’Ivoire’s economic fortunes. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	AFRICAN GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY ACT (AGOA)

         
         	
            Considered the centerpiece of the U.S. trade policy with sub-Saharan Africa (SSA),
               AGOA was passed by Congress and signed into law by President Bill Clinton on 18 May
               2000 as Title 1 of the Trade and Development Act of 2000. Far from being altruistic,
               AGOA aims to expand U.S. trade and investment with SSA, stimulate economic growth,
               promote high-level dialogue on trade and investment-related issues, and facilitate
               SSA’s integration into the global economy. In return, eligible African countries get preferential treatment for a certain number
               of their products, from apparel to automobiles, from footwear to fruits, being able
               to export them into the United States duty free. On 2 October 2000, former president
               Bill Clinton designated 34 SSA countries eligible for the trade benefits provided
               under AGOA. On 16 May 2002, Côte d’Ivoire was designated the 36th AGOA-eligible country.
               To be eligible, a country must establish a market-based economy and demonstrate a
               commitment to rule of law, poverty reduction, protection of internationally recognized
               worker rights, and combating corruption. In short, they must promote human rights and good governance. Côte d’Ivoire lost
               its eligibility in 2005 following five years of political unrest and armed conflict
               and only regained it on 25 October 2011.
            

            
             U.S. imports under AGOA totaled $22.4 billion during the first half of 2010, up 67
               percent from the same period in 2009. Much of the increase was attributable to oil;
               non-oil AGOA imports increased by only one percent to $1.6 billion. According to the
               Office of the United States Trade Representative, Côte d’Ivoire is currently the 94th-largest
               goods trading partner with a total of $1.2 billion (two-way) goods traded in 2013.
               Goods exports totaled $168 million, down 10.5 percent ($20 million) from 2012; imports
               totaled $1.0 billion, an 8.9 percent decrease ($97 million) from 2012. The U.S. goods
               trade deficit was $834 million in 2013. Côte d’Ivoire was the 140th-largest goods
               export market for the United States in 2013 and the 79th-largest supplier of goods
               imports. The top export categories were machinery, plastics, vehicles, iron and steel
               products, and electrical machinery. The top import categories in 2013 were cocoa, rubber, mineral fuel (oil), edible fruits and nuts (cashew nuts), and wood. U.S. imports
               of agricultural products from Côte d’Ivoire totaled $920 million in 2013. The leading categories
               include cocoa beans ($650 million), cocoa paste and cocoa butter ($141 million), and
               rubber ($104 million). The U.S. goods trade deficit with Côte d’Ivoire was $834 million
               in 2013, an 8.5 percent decrease ($78 million) from 2012. United States foreign direct
               investment (FDI) in Côte d’Ivoire totaled $118 million in 2012. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	AFRICAN UNION (AU)

         
         	
            A continental union of 54 African states. The only African state that is a non-member
               is Morocco; it withdrew in 1984 because of the admission of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic
               Republic (Western Sahara). The AU is the successor to the Organization of African
               Unity (OAU), founded by the 32 newly independent African states on 25 May 1963 and
               based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The OAU became operational on 13 September 1963. Given
               the times, the OAU emphasized during the early years of its existence the need to
               rid the continent of the remaining vestiges of colonialism and apartheid, promote
               unity and solidarity among African states, coordinate and intensify cooperation for
               development, safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of member states,
               and promote international cooperation within the framework of the United Nations (UN).
            

            
             The AU has its genesis in the Sirte Declaration made by the African heads of state
               meeting in the Libyan city of Sirte, hence the Sirte Declaration, on 9 September 1999.
               The heads of state called for the establishment of an African Union to accelerate
               the pace of African integration to enable the continent to better address the multi-faceted
               economic, social, and political problems that still plagued it so that it could play
               its rightful role in the global economy. The late Libyan leader Muammar el-Qaddafi
               was a major driving force behind the push to establish this new organization.
            

            
             Following months of intense consultation, the Constitutive Act of the African Union
               was adopted by the 36th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
               in Lomé, Togo, on 11 July 2000. The AU was established on 28 May 2001 in Addis Ababa
               and launched at the Durban, South Africa, Summit on 9 July 2002. Amara Essy, the former Ivoirian foreign minister, became the first secretary general of the
               new organization, serving from 2001 to 2003. The AU aims, among other things, to achieve
               greater unity and solidarity between the African states and the peoples of Africa;
               defend the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and independence of member states;
               accelerate the political and socio-economic integration of the continent; promote
               peace, security, and stability on the continent; promote democratic principles and
               institutions, popular participation, and good governance; promote and protect human
               and peoples’ rights in accordance with the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights
               and other relevant human rights instruments; and promote sustainable development at
               the economic, social, and cultural levels as well as the integration of African economies.
            

            
             It can be argued that whereas the OAU was anti-colonial in orientation and tended
               to emphasize independence; anti-apartheid and racialism; the safeguarding of the territorial
               integrity of African states; and state, regime, and leadership security, the AU is
               concerned about human security, not just state security; human and peoples’ rights;
               state responsibility, not just state rights; popular participation; accountable and
               democratic governance; and sustainable economic development through regional integration.
            

            
         

         
         	AGBOVILLE (FORMERLY AGNEBY)

         
         	
            Town of historical and political significance located on the Abidjan–Niger rail line
               79 km north of Abidjan. It is the largest city closest to Abidjan. The city is made up of majority Abe and Krobous, both Akans, but there has been considerable immigration from elsewhere, making it quite cosmopolitan.
               The population had grown to nearly 27,000 in 1975; it is now estimated at about 80,000. Founded
               by the French in 1903 when the village of Erymakouguié was evacuated because of a
               malaria epidemic, it served as a railway station and shipping point for coffee and cocoa. This remains its chief economic activity, although between 1976 and when it collapsed
               in 2005, it was the site of the Cotivo textile complex with 2,000 employees. It is
               here, on the Anoma plantation located on the Agboville–Tiassalé road, that the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA) was born in 1944. Agboville is rich in natural resources such as wood, food
               staples, cocoa, coffee, and gold. The city and surrounding region have produced a number of prominent Ivoirians including
               Ernest Boka, Raymond Abou N’Dori, Leonard Yapo Offomou, Nicolas Kouandi Angba, and Thérèse Aya N’Dri-Yoman.
            

            
         

         
         	AGE GRADE

         
         	
            Form of socio-political organization found in Côte d’Ivoire among the Ebrié, Alladian, Abure, Atié, M’Bato, and Adjukru peoples. In these cases, the male population is divided into four grades, roughly
               covering the ages 18 to 24, 25 to 40, 41 to 56, and those over 56 years. The grades
               succeed one another in functions every 16 years, with a complete cycle every 64 years.
            

            
         

         
         	AGNI

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	AGNIBILEKROU

         
         	
            The traditional capital of the Anyi Juablin, now seat of a sub-prefecture with a population of 46,660 (in 2010). It is located 270 km northeast of Abidjan in the Moyen-Comoé region. Louis-Gustave Binger described it in the late 1880s as “the key to the communications of the entire region.”
               Françoise-Joseph Clozel described it in 1896 as having a permanent population of about 1,000 and the principal
               stop for caravans from Bondoukou and Kong to the coast. Due to this connection, Dyula is widely spoken and understood by a majority of the population even though the local
               language is Anyi. The French that is spoken in the region is popularly known as the Français de Moussa or Parler Moussa. Given its location on the border with Ghana, Agnibilékrou has a sizeable Abron and other Akan groups from Ghana. There is a thriving regional economy fueled by logging, cocoa, and coffee as well as cross-border trade with Ghana.
            

            
         

         
         	AGO-AMON, MARTHE (1949–)

         
         	
            Academic and politician. Marthe Ago-Amon joined the University of Cocody in 1981 to teach business law; she also joined the Syndicat National de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (SYNARES). She joined the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) in 1991 and was elected to the Central Committee of the party in 1996. Three
               years later, she was brought into the general secretariat to work alongside Laurent Gbagbo. She served as rapporteur for the sub-committee responsible for drafting a “charter
               of freedoms and rights” for the constitution of the second republic after the December
               1999 coup. When Gbagbo became president in 2000, Ago-Amon was given various responsibilities
               in government; she served as technical counselor in charge of legal and institutional
               affairs in the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific research (February 2000),
               and as assistant secretary general of the government (November 2000). In December
               2000, she was elected FPI deputy for Agnibilékrou, her birthplace.
            

            
             Marthe Ago-Amon came into even greater national prominence when she was elected first
               vice president of the Assemblée Nationale (2000–11), the first woman to occupy the position. She is currently vice president
               of the FPI; she is also secretary general, in collaboration with Bernard Dadié, of the Congrès National de la Résistance pour la Démocratie (CNRD), a coalition
               of parties and organizations dedicated to securing the release of Laurent Gbagbo.
               The FPI has given her the awesome responsibility of coordinating all activities and
               actions, both domestic and international, aimed at halting the prosecution of Laurent
               Gbagbo at the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague and securing his freedom.
            

            
         

         
         	AGRÉ, BERNARD (1926–2014)

         
         	
            Archbishop emeritus and cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church, His Eminence Bernard
               Cardinal Agré was born in Monga, in the diocese of Abidjan. He was baptized at age six in Memni, the village after Grand Bassam, where he attended primary school from 1936 to 1941. From 1941 to 1947, he attended
               the pre- and minor-seminaries in Bingerville where he studied philosophy; he continued his studies in theology at the Senior Seminary
               of Quidah, Dahomey (now Benin), from 1948 to 1953. After his ordination on 20 July
               1953, Reverend Father Bernard Agré served as vicar in Dabou for three years, teaching at the same time; he became director of the pre-seminary
               in Bingerville in 1956. Between 1957 and 1960, he took a leave from his ministry to
               study canon law and theology at the Pontifical University in Rome where he earned
               a doctorate. On his return to Côte d’Ivoire, Father Agré was appointed parish priest
               of Nôtre Dame in Treichville, 1960–62, then as vicar general in charge of education and the seminaries, 1963–68.
               He was elevated to bishop of Man on 8 June 1968 by Pope Paul VI and consecrated on 3 October 1968 by His Eminence
               Bernard Cardinal Yago. He also served as president of the Regional Episcopal Conference of West Africa
               from 1985 to 1991. He was bishop of Yamoussoukro from 1992 to 1994, then of Abidjan from 19 December 1994; he became the country’s
               second cardinal in February 2001.
            

            
             As a cardinal under the age of 80, he participated in the 2005 conclave that selected
               Pope Benedict XVI to succeed Pope John Paul II. When he turned 80, Cardinal Agré asked
               Rome to release him from his pastoral duties, and the Holy Father obliged on 2 May
               2006. His Eminence Bernard Cardinal Agré passed away on 9 June 2014 in Paris after
               a short illness. His credo was “to be all for all.” He was a strong advocate of reconciliation
               and, as he famously remarked with humor, “between Muslims and Christians, there is
               no Berlin Wall.”
            

            
         

         
         	AGRICULTURE

         
         	
            It is the mainstay of the Ivoirian economy. Although the country is heavily dependent
               on agriculture, it does not suffer from the same debilitating commodity dependence
               that other African countries endure. Ivoirian agriculture is dense and relatively
               more diversified. With government encouragement, coupled with material and financial
               assistance and extension advice to farmers, Côte d’Ivoire has diversified beyond the
               two traditional crops, cocoa and coffee, that were already the most important structural features of the economy at independence.
               Côte d’Ivoire is now a major producer of pineapples, bananas, coconuts, kola, palm oil, cashews, cotton, sugar, and rubber. It has managed to sustain high levels of production of domestic staples such as
               cassava, corn (maize), millet, yams, plantains, vegetables, and rice as well.
            

            
             Agriculture accounts for roughly 30 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) of
               Côte d’Ivoire; it is also the primary source of income for two-thirds of Ivoirian
               households. Moreover, it contributes about 75 percent of non-petroleum export earnings.
               While there are a few industrial plantations or large commercial farms, Ivoirian agriculture
               is dominated by smallholders who cultivate small plots of land ranging from 1 to 10
               hectares.
            

            
             As elsewhere in Africa, Ivoirian agriculture is characterized by gender and crop
               bifurcation, with men generally owning tree or cash crops and women primarily responsible for foodstuffs. Traditionally, women have been responsible
               for ensuring household food needs. They not only grow the food crops, but they or
               other women are responsible for bringing food to the market. In other words, women
               are in charge of domestic food production, commerce and food vending along main roads
               and on street corners, and food preparation for the household. The indicative aggregate
               production data from the


            
            
               
                  
                  
                  Table 1. Production Statistics of Some Major Staple Foods and Export Crops (Tons)
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                           319,726

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           311,264

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           319,779

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           270,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           235,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           235,000†

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Sugar

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,081,134

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,453,899

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,672,050

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,652,806

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,544,172

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,264,310

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,456,321

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,430,184

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,100,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,100,000

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Yam

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,219,287

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,336,165

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,456,280

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,579,723

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,706,585

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,836,961

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,996,019

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           5,160,307

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,851,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           4,900,000†

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Pineapple

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           213,974

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           252,000

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           238,000

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           248,890

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           227,501

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           243,242

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           215,989

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           195,294

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           250,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           240,000†

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Other

                           
                        
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                        	 
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Cotton

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           337,097

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           365,002

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           402,367

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           287,000

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           396,239

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           396,417

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           300,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           321,286

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           336,200

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           290,000†

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Rubber

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           105,363

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           118,860

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           123,398

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           127,900*

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           123,000*

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           129,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           136,776

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           134,802

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           130,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           128,000*

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Cocoa

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,201,119

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,163,025

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,401,101

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,212,428

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,264,708

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,351,546

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,407,213

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,286,330

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,254,500*

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,300,000*

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Coffee

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           311,000

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           307,331

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           380,000

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           301,127

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           182,001

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           140,027

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           154,081

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           95,569

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           166,200

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           171,000*

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        	
                           
                           Oil Palm
(kernels)

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,228,200

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,325,400

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,133,606

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           993,438

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,160,122

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,029,141

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,311,035

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,350,000†

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,413,000

                           
                        
                        
                        	
                           1,448,000†

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        
                        	
                           * = unofficial figure

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        
                        	
                           † = FAO estimate

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                     
                        
                        	
                           Source: FAOSTAT (FAO Statistics Division 2009), viewed on 15 March 2009.

                           
                        
                        
                     

                     
                  
                  
               

               

               
            

            
            Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in tonnage (1,000 metric tons) are as follows—total
               cereals: 1,478 in 2010, 1,436 in 2011, and 1,495 in 2012; fruits (excluding melons):
               2,190 in 2010, 2,218 in 2011, and 2,171 in 2012; roots and tubers: 7,828 in 2010,
               8,018 in 2011, and 8,217 in 2012; and vegetables (including melons): 643 in 2010,
               661 in 2011, and 685 in 2012. Refer to table 1 for production statistics from the
               years 1998 to 2007.
            

            
             Because of overall population growth and the incidence of high immigration, the country
               has had difficulty meeting demand from domestic production alone. It has had to resort
               to importation of large quantities of rice, wheat, fish, and meat, prompting the government
               to focus more attention on food security in recent years. Regarding the cash crop
               sector, women’s contribution is also enormous and critical to its success, especially
               during the first few years when regular weeding and pruning of trees are absolutely
               essential tasks requiring substantial labor input. Women in producing households also
               contribute their labor to the harvesting of mature trees, and all this for little
               or no remuneration.
            

            
             Despite its undeniable contributions to the economy and livelihoods, Ivoirian agriculture
               faces significant challenges, including low producer prices, high cost of inputs,
               freight costs that are quite high partly because of extortion by security personnel
               at various checkpoints on the road, considerable post-harvest losses, and low productivity
               due to insufficient application of modern farming techniques and technology. Moreover,
               most of the coffee, cocoa, and oil palm plantations are aging and in need of accelerated
               replanting. Extensive cultivation, the main characteristic of Ivoirian agriculture,
               has conspired with population growth to create land scarcity. Indeed, the shortage
               of arable land and the lack of secure land tenure and tenancy rights have played an
               important role in conflicts in the countryside over the last two decades. The land
               situation has been exacerbated by environmental damage caused by massive deforestation,
               reducing forest cover from 12 million hectares in 1960 to 2.8 million hectares in
               2007, a loss of 75 percent in less than 50 years. According to the International Fund
               for Agricultural Development (IFAD), unregulated deforestation and intensive farming
               have also led to advancing degradation of the savannah and loss of soil fertility.
               Experts are also signaling some troubling negative effects of climate change on Ivoirian
               agriculture.
            

            
             While some crops such as coffee have experienced a marked decline in production,
               new crops such as rubber and cashews are experiencing a boom. But to sustain overall
               agricultural production, there is a need to pursue targeted agricultural reforms.
               In 1993, the government introduced the Agricultural Development Master Plan covering
               the period 1992–2015; it resulted in state withdrawal from production by privatizing most of the remaining state-owned companies. The reform aimed to improve food security,
               reinvigorate the agricultural sub-sectors, create more permanent jobs, and improve
               rural living conditions. There is also a need to sustain recent reforms in producer
               pricing and marketing in order to raise the incomes of rural producers and to address
               the land question. The government of President Alassane Ouattara is also determined to increase value-added agriculture by increasing the amount of
               local processing and manufacturing to 40 percent by 2020. The government plans to
               devote 10 percent of the budget to agriculture starting in 2015, according to Minister
               of Agriculture Mamadou Sangafowa Coulibaly, in line with the Maputo Declaration of 2003 on agriculture and food security in
               Africa.
            

            
         

         
         	AHIN, ETIENNE (1934–)

         
         	
            He was head of the government budget from 1966 to 1971. He was then appointed minister
               of youth, popular education, and sports until 1978. He presided over the ceremony
               at which the celebrated African-American athlete and Olympic champion [AQ: NAME OF ATHELETE?] was honored by having a street named for him in Plateau, Abidjan’s central district.
               Etienne Ahin also served as minister of social welfare from 1978 to 1981.
            

            
         

         
         	AHIPEAUD, MARTIAL JOSEPH (1966–)

         
         	
            Academic and political activist. He was a founding member of the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) formed in April 1990; he served as FESCI’s first secretary general from 1990
               to 1993. He spent time in jail for his political activism. He was a close ally of
               Laurent Gbagbo before switching sides to join ex-president Robert Guéï as his adviser from 2000 until his death in 2002. Since 2006, he has presided over
               the party of the late Guéï, the Union pour le Développement et les Libertés (UDL). Indeed, he has announced his candidacy for the 2015 presidential elections
               and has advised Alassane Ouattara, whom he considers an imposter, not to seek a second term. Ahipeaud has a doctorate
               from the School of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London where
               he wrote his dissertation on “The Ideology of Ivoirian Elites: Press and Politics
               from 1944 to 1999.” He is the author of Côte d’Ivoire: entre barbarie et démocratie. La roue tourne.
            

            
         

         
         	AHOUANA DJRO, PAUL SIMÉON (1952–)

         
         	
            Archbishop of Bouaké, Monsignor Ahouana Djro was born in Bingerville, where he also attended the seminary; he was ordained a priest on 19 July 1981. He
               served as a parish priest in Nôtre Dame d’Assomption in the Koumassi commune of Abidjan before being elevated to bishop of Yamoussoukro on 6 December 1995. Known for speaking truth to power, he has served as secret mediator
               between Ivoirian political leaders in all the crises that have engulfed the country.
               He came to the political consciousness of Ivoirians for his frank talk. As bishop
               of Yamoussoukro, he publicly advised General Robert Guéï not to contest the presidential elections in order not to plunge the country into
               an even greater crisis than it was already in as a result of the December 1999 military
               coup. He has consistently preached truth and dialogue since the crisis of September 2002.
               He was the third vice president of the Commission Dialogue, Vérité et Réconciliation (CDVR).
            

            
         

         
         	AHOUA N’GUETTA, TIMOTHEE (1931–)

         
         	
            A native of Aboisso, Timothée Ahoua was a member of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and served as secretary general of the Assemblée Nationale, as well as minister of state in charge of relations with institutions in the first Henri Konan Bédié government. As a founding member of the Congrès National de la Résistance pour la Démocratie (CNRD) formerly led by Simone Gbagbo (and now presided over by Bernard Dadié), he became closely associated with ex-president Laurent Gbagbo who appointed him to the Constitutional Council in 2006. Currently in hiding, Timothée Ahoua N’Guetta is wanted by the Ivoirian authorities
               for his steadfast refusal to accept the results of the presidential election and the
               presidency of Ouattara and for obstructing the peace and reconciliation process. Ahoua N’Guetta served previously
               in diplomatic posts, including as ambassador to Canada and the United States.
            

            
         

         
         	AHOURE, MURIELLE (1987–)

         
         	
            She is the most successful Ivoirian athlete since Gabriel Tiacoh. Ms. Murielle Ahouré was born in Abidjan but left for Rouen, France, at the age of two. After a decade of living in Japan,
               China, and Germany, she returned briefly to Abidjan before moving to the United States
               at age 14. She attended Hayfield Secondary in Alexandria, Virginia. As a new foreign
               student in a new place, she joined the athletics team as a way for her to make new
               friends. After graduating from high school in 2005, Ms. Ahouré attended George Mason
               University and started competing at the collegiate level. Although she won the NCAA
               indoor title in 200 meters in 2009, she did not become a world-class sprinter until
               she moved to Houston, Texas, and started training under Coach Allen Powell. Winner
               of the silver medal in the 2012 World Indoor Championships in 60 meters in Istanbul,
               Turkey, she placed a disappointing seventh and sixth in the 100 and 200 meters respectively
               at the London Olympic Games in 2012. She bounced back to capture the silver medal
               in both the 100 and 200 meters at the World Championships in Moscow in 2013. She also
               won the silver in 60 meters during the World Indoor Championships in Sopot, Poland,
               in 2014.
            

            
             Murielle Ahouré holds the Ivoirian record in 100 meters as well as the indoor and
               outdoor African records in 200 meters. She is affectionately called the “female Drogba”
               by adoring Ivoirian fans; indeed, Didier Drogba is one of her biggest supporters. Daughter of Chantal and the stepdaughter of General
               Mathias Doué, Ms. Ahouré has a law degree and plans to practice law after her athletic career
               is over. For now, however, she hopes her success would inspire other young Africans
               and Ivoirian girls in particular to take up athletics. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	AHOUSSOU-KOUADIO, JEANNOT (1951–)

         
         	
            A lawyer and politician. He is a member of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and a staunch ally of Henri Konan Bédié. He was born in Riviart in the Tie-N’Diekro sub-prefecture. He was appointed to the
               Economic and Social Council in 1999 and elected to the Assemblée Nationale in the December 2000 election, representing Didievi and Tie-N’Diekro. He was elected
               deputy secretary general for legal affairs at the PDCI’s 11th congress held in 2002.
               He served as minister of industry and the private sector promotion in the national
               unity government from August 2002 until December 2005, and minister of justice from
               2010 to 2012. During the first round of the 2010 presidential elections, he was Henri
               Konan Bédié’s campaign manager.
            

            
             Following Bédié’s third-place finish and his subsequent support of Alassane Ouattara during the runoff, Ahoussou-Kouadio served as deputy manager of Ouattara’s campaign.
               He was initially appointed minister of state for justice and human rights on 5 December
               2010 under Prime Minister Guillaume Soro. Fulfilling a promise he had made to Bédié to appoint a member of the PDCI as prime
               minister in the event of a Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) coalition victory in the second round, Ouattara named Ahoussou-Kouadio his
               new prime minister on 13 March 2012. He was at the same time minister of justice and
               keeper of the seals. Ahoussou-Kouadio had one of the shortest stints as prime minister,
               having only been in office for eight months; on 21 November 2012, he was replaced
               in the premiership by Daniel Kablan Duncan in the wake of his government’s inability to get President Alassane Ouattara’s signature
               marriage law passed by the Assemblée Nationale. Ahoussou-Kouadio was subsequently
               appointed minister of state at the presidency on 9 January 2013.
            

            
         

         
         	AHUI, JOHN (OR JONAS) (C. 1888–1992)

         
         	
            Born Nanghui Togba, son of Ebrié chief Akadja Nanghui of the village of Petit Bassam, he was renamed Boghui Ahui by
               his teacher. He became the warrior chief of his age grade and married Jeanette Tohi in 1910. However, he and his father were baptized in 1914
               when William Wade Harris passed through the area. Ahui was recruited into the colonial army but was discharged
               because of an accident. He became a lead chorister in his village. When Methodist
               missionaries arrived in the village a decade later and claimed that it was Harris’s
               wish that his followers become Methodists, Ahui and two other villagers were sent
               to consult with Harris near Cape Palmas, Liberia. Ahui apparently came back as the
               anointed successor to Harris, who gave him his cross, Bible, and a letter, his “last
               will and testament,” addressed to Ahui’s father.
            

            
             According to the legend, Ahui hesitated to bear the cross, as it were, but after
               he nearly died from illness in 1936, he assumed his responsibilities and revived the
               Harris mission in the face of colonial opposition. He and a few disciples proselytized
               throughout the lagoon and coastal areas. The church organization was institutionalized
               at a conference in Petit Bassam in 1955, at which time Ahui’s leadership was formally
               established. His stewardship was remarkably successful; although he lacked formal
               education, he became the undisputed “supreme prophet” of the Harrist Church of West
               Africa, an African-led Christian community with followers spanning from Côte d’Ivoire
               to Benin and even Burkina Faso, for 57 years. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	AIDS (ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROME; IN FRENCH, SIDA)

         
         	AIDS (ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROME)

         
         	
            AIDS was first officially recognized by Côte d’Ivoire in 1985, and infection rates
               have been high ever since, especially in Abidjan. The country had an estimated HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) prevalence rate
               of 4.7 percent among adults aged 15 to 49 in 2005, the highest in West Africa. In
               2007, a Ministry for Fighting against AIDS was created alongside the formulation of
               an action plan against the pandemic. The prevalence rate seems to have stabilized
               in the last couple of decades and was about 3.4 percent in 2009 and 3.2 percent in
               2012. The government launched programs to raise the awareness of the youth regarding
               prevention of the virus, addressing young women in particular in 2012. According to UNICEF, in 2012 only 32 percent of women aged
               15 to 24 who were sexually active with multiple partners used condoms.
            

            
             Roughly 390,000 adults 15 years and up were infected with HIV, including 220,000
               women in that age group; 63,000 children aged 0 to 14 were also living with HIV in
               2012. In the same year, 31,000 deaths were attributed to AIDS; some 380,000 children
               aged 0 to 17 were orphaned as a result of the disease. The populations that are most
               at risk of contracting HIV include women aged 20 to 34, those engaged in prostitution,
               youth, and military personnel. Indeed, the prolonged politico-military crisis put
               these vulnerable groups at even greater risk, especially in the rebel-held areas of
               the north and in the lawless southwest region because of large-scale military deployment,
               massive population displacement, increased poverty, disrupted access to health services, and the exodus of skilled health professionals. A recent survey reported
               the persistence of risk factors including sexually active teens, limited use of condoms
               among the 15–24 year group, limited knowledge of HIV/AIDS, and failure to be tested.
            

            
         

         
         	AIR AFRIQUE

         
         	
            A pan-African airline that was once the pride of West and Central Africa. Created
               by the Treaty of Yaoundé signed on 28 March 1961, it was a joint venture between Air
               France and Union Aéromaritime de Transport (UAT), each of which had 17 percent shares,
               and 11 francophone African states, including Côte d’Ivoire, which owned the remaining
               66 percent. It initially took over the regional services that had been operated by
               Air France and UAT in Africa. Headquartered in Abidjan, it started operating on 1 August 1961 as a member of the International Air Transport
               Association (IATA). By 1994, the airline had a fleet of 12 aircraft and carried more
               than 761,000 passengers during 1995. By June 2001, Air Afrique ranked among the top
               five African airlines, but it had been hemorrhaging money due to a combination of
               mismanagement and corruption. Its debts had ballooned to $431 million. The cash position worsened with the 50
               percent devaluation of the F CFA in January 1994. A fourth of the fleet was confiscated
               due to debt defaults. In 1995 alone, it lost $19 million.
            

            
             Air Afrique ran into even more catastrophic headwinds following the downturn in the
               aviation industry following the 11 September 2001 attacks in the United States. In
               late 2001, it appealed to Air France for a rescue. Air France became the major shareholder
               when it raised its capital stake in the company to 35 percent after a cash infusion.
               The 11 African states reduced their stake in the company to 22 percent, while 5 percent
               belonged to the employees, with other investors owning the remaining stake. But even
               that financial infusion and reorganization could not save the airline. By the time
               it ceased operation and was liquidated in January 2002, it employed 4,400 people and
               was flying to 22 international destinations. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	AIR CÔTE D’IVOIRE

         
         	
            Founded in May 2012 and headquartered at the Port-Bouët airport, it is the latest incarnation of a national airline, successor to the country’s
               former flag carrier Air Ivoire that collapsed in 2011. It is a private-public partnership, partially owned by Air
               France, the Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development (AKFED), and the government of
               Côte d’Ivoire. Air Côte d’Ivoire had an initial capital of 2.5 billion F CFA, majority
               owned by the Ivoirian government (65 percent), Air France-KLM (20 percent), and Aérienne
               de Participation-Côte d’Ivoire, an airline holding company of the AKFED (15 percent).
               Air Côte d’Ivoire is expected to have “technical, commercial, and operational synergies”
               with Air Mali and Air Burkina since these two airlines are also affiliated with the
               AKFED.
            

            
             The new company was expected to recruit 13 flight captains, 12 first officers, and
               a cabin crew of 37, with a projected passenger capacity of 330,000 per year. It is
               also expected to cover nine international destinations in West and East Africa, with
               some of the routes flown by the two sister carriers. The cities to be served by Air
               Côte d’Ivoire include Accra, Conakry, Cotonou, and Dakar. The airline commenced operations
               on 12 November 2012, with the maiden flight linking Abidjan with Dakar.
            

            
         

         
         	AIR IVOIRE

         
         	
            The former national airline of Côte d’Ivoire, Air Ivoire has had a rather checkered
               history. Founded in December 1960, it did not begin operating until four years later,
               in August 1964. Sodetra, UTA, and Air Afrique held shares in the airline until the government took complete control in January
               1976. The airline experienced financial difficulties and suspended operations in 1999.
               With new owners and a changed name, Nouvelle Air Afrique, the company resumed operations
               in 2002. It then reverted to its original name. The airline rebounded nicely and even
               completed a substantial fleet modernization in the second half of 2009, replacing
               the Fokker F28 with three Boeing 737s and one Airbus A321 that allowed it to fly the
               Paris route in 2006. In 2011, its traffic plummeted by 50 percent and its business
               by 60 percent due to the country’s post-election political crisis. Faced with mounting
               debts and management problems, the airline was officially liquidated on 5 September
               2011 and was supplanted by Air Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	AIZI (AHIZI)

         
         	
            An ethnic group sometimes identified as belonging to the Lagoon cluster and sometimes to the Kru cluster, inhabiting the coastal area along the western portion of the Ebrié Lagoon. It was long assumed that a third Aizi language, Apro (“Aproumu”), belonged
               to the Kru as well, but it has now been documented as belonging to the Kwa language
               cluster.
            

            
         

         
         	AKA, JACQUES (1910–1963)

         
         	
            Employee in the colonial court system, he participated in the organizing congress
               of the Socialist Party (SFIO) of Côte d’Ivoire in August 1937 and was elected to its
               Administrative Commission. Later, he became the first accountant of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA). Jacques Aka was elected to the Abidjan Municipal Council on the ticket of the Bloc Africain in 1945, then to the Territorial Council representing Bouaké on the ticket of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1952, and reelected in 1957. He was a PDCI deputy to the Constituent Assembly and was elected to the Assemblée Nationale in 1960. Sadly, Jacques Aka did not live very long. However, he is immortalized in
               two special ways: the Avenue Jacques Aka lined with embassies in fashionable Cocody bears his name, and on 7 February 1974, the government named the cultural center in
               Bouaké the Jacques Aka Cultural Center. The center was closed at the beginning of
               the politico-military crisis in September 2002 but reopened on 22 February 2014, thanks
               to a generous donation of 300 million F CFA by President Alassane Ouattara for the renovation of the main hall.
            

            
         

         
         	AKA-ANGHUI, HORTENSE DADIÉ (1933–)

         
         	
            Pharmacist, deputy, mayor, and minister for women’s affairs. Born into a prominent political family in Agboville, Hortense Dadié (maiden name) attended primary school at Notre Dame des Apôtres in
               Abidjan before leaving for Senegal to continue schooling at Saint-Joseph de Cluny in St.
               Louis. Her educational journey took her to the Lycée des Jeunes Filles de Béziers,
               an all girls’ secondary school in France, where she obtained her bac (high school
               diploma) in experimental science. She went on to study pharmacy at the University
               of Paris and earned a doctorate degree in 1961.
            

            
             Hortense Aka-Anghui returned to Côte d’Ivoire and opened a pharmacy and a medical
               laboratory in Treichville where she grew up. She was first elected to the Assemblée Nationale in 1965 and served as deputy until 1990; she also served as vice president of the
               institution. From 1984 to 1991, she was president of the Association des Femmes Ivoiriennes (AFI); from 1986 to 1990, she was minister for the advancement of women. She is a
               member of the Central Committee as well as the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA).
            

            
             Hortense Aka-Anghui took on additional responsibilities when, in 1980, she was elected
               mayor of Port-Bouët. She has been reelected five more times, winning her sixth consecutive term during
               the municipal elections of 2011 against two other female contenders. As mayor, she
               leads a team of 45 municipal counselors. She is the longest-serving mayor in the country,
               vice president of the Union des Villes et Communes de Côte d’Ivoire (UVICOCI), and
               the dean of mayors.
            

            
             At age 81, this indefatigable sister of Bernard Dadié shows no sign of slowing down even as she says she is preparing her retirement. Her
               priorities now include access to housing, improved infrastructure, and better town
               planning. She has created a non-governmental organization (NGO) to build low-cost
               public housing. A source suggests that 800 units have already been built. She also
               intends to set up a micro-finance facility for women and the youth. Since 1980, she
               has been president of the Association Nationale d’Aide à l’Enfance en Danger (ANAED).
            

            
         

         
         	AKA AOUÉLÉ, EUGÈNE (1948–)

         
         	
            Pharmacist, manager, and politician. Eugène Aka Aouélé was born in Maféré and attended
               the Lycée Classique in Abidjan where he earned his bac (high school diploma) in experimental science. He earned
               a doctorate degree in pharmacy specializing in the pharmaceutical industry, and a
               diploma in business administration at the University of Caen, France. He served as deputy director of the central pharmacy in the public health service
               from January 1974 to February 1981. He has been owner-operator of the Pharmacie de
               L’Océan in Port-Bouët since 1981. Before he was named minister of health and public hygiene in Soro’s second term (11 April 2011 to 13 March 2012), Dr. Eugène
               Aka Aouélé was a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), vice president of the PDCI, and president of the General Council of Aboisso. He was elected to the Assemblée Nationale on the ticket of the PDCI in 1995 from the Aboisso sub-prefecture; he is the treasurer
               of the PDCI parliamentary caucus.
            

            
             Prior to entering politics, Dr. Aka Aouélé served in various administrative capacities
               in both France and Côte d’Ivoire. In France, he was manager of Ubipharm and Planet
               Pharma, both in Rouen, and in Côte d’Ivoire, he was manager of PharmaFinance S.A.
               Holding, permanent representative of PharmaFinance A Laborex-CI, vice president of
               Huake-Automobile (manufacturers of KIA trucks), and president of the board of governors
               of Ecobank-CI as well as president of the board of governors of Sud-Comoé Caoutchou
               (SCC).
            

            
             Socially, he is an affiliated member of the Lions Club International and honorary
               member of the Stella Club, the Abidjan soccer team. Dr. Aka Aouélé has been decorated
               at the Chevalier dans l’Ordre de Santé Publique as well as Officier dans l’Ordre du
               Mérite de l’Education Nationale.
            

            
         

         
         	AKAFOU

         
         	
            N’Gban (Baule) chief who resisted the French under colonial administrator Charles Monteil in 1894,
               and again in 1902, when he was provoked into action by the colonial demand to supply
               porters. The N’Gban were defeated and subjected to severe punishment, and Akafou died
               “under mysterious circumstances.”
            

            
         

         
         	AKAN

         
         	
            A language family often used to group the cultures in which Akan languages (of the Kwa branch of the Niger-Congo family) are spoken. This includes the Asante,
               Fanti, and related peoples in Ghana and the Anyi, Baule, Akye (Attié), and smaller groups living in the extreme southeast of Côte d’Ivoire. Together,
               they make up about one-fifth of the country’s population. The oral history of the various Ivoirian groups describes a common origin in the
               Ashanti kingdom, from which the groups broke off and dispersed as a result of succession
               disputes and conflicts among the Asante and Denkyira. The Akan are one of the major
               cultural groupings indigenous to Côte d’Ivoire and, because they were generally the
               first in contact with European colonization, they have achieved and maintained a dominant
               role in the country’s political economy. There are as many as 25 million Akans living across West Africa.
            

            
             Yams are the staple food crop in the Akan economy, although plantains and cassava (manioc) are also important; cocoa and palm oil are their major cash crops. Akan society is composed of seven exogamous matrilineal
               clans with members tracing their descent from a common female ancestor. As such, inheritance
               passes through the maternal line, from father through sisters to nephews and nieces.
            

            
         

         
         	AKÉ LOBA, GERARD (1927–2012)

         
         	
            Writer and politician. Aké Loba was born in the same year as a fellow first-generation
               or pioneer Ivoirian writer, Ahmadou Kourouma, in Abobo Baule. He studied in France. He published his first novel, Kocoumbo, l’étudiant noir (Kocoumbo, the African student) in 1960 when he was 33 years old. It won the Grand
               Prix Littéraire d’Afrique Noir in 1961. Les fils de Kouretcha (The sons of Kouretcha) appeared in 1966; then Les dépossédés (The dispossessed) in 1973. Aké Loba then went into politics and was elected a deputy
               in 1980 and mayor of Abobo in 1985. He served as a deputy in the Assemblée Nationale and mayor until 1990. His last novel, Le sac des parvenus (The scream of the upstarts), was published in 1992. Aké Loba died on 2 August 2012
               in Aix-en-Provence, France.
            

            
         

         
         	AKE N’GBO, GILBERT MARIE (1955–)

         
         	
            Academic. Prominent economics professor specializing in econometrics and regulatory
               economics, he has published extensively in both areas while teaching at universities
               in Abidjan-Cocody, Dakar, Yaoundé, and Lomé. He obtained his doctorate degree in economics from the
               University of Toulouse, France, in 1993 and became a full professor in 1998. He served
               as dean of the faculty of economics and management from 2001 to 2007 and president
               of the University of Abidjan-Cocody from 14 May 2010 until December 2011; he also chaired the scientific
               committee for Côte d’Ivoire’s 50th independence anniversary celebrations.
            

            
             Professor Aké N’Gbo was the surprise pick of Laurent Gbagbo to form the government following the disputed 2010 presidential elections, thus becoming
               Gbagbo’s last prime minister; he served from 7 December 2010 until 11 April 2011.
               He was preceded and succeeded by Guillaume Soro. Aké N’Gbo was arrested and charged with threatening national security and economic
               crimes, notably embezzlement of public funds, in May 2011 and released on bail in
               December 2012, along with seven of his former ministers.
            

            
         

         
         	AKÉ, SIMÉON (1932–2003)

         
         	
            A career diplomat. Siméon Aké was born in Bingerville. He joined the Foreign Service in 1959 after graduating in law from the University
               of Dakar, followed by a degree in public law from the University of Grenoble, France,
               the following year. From April 1963 to March 1964, he was director of state protocol
               in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. From April 1964 to August 1966, he served as ambassador
               extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Great Britain, Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. From
               September 1966 to July 1977, he served as the Ivoirian permanent representative to
               the United Nations and president of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). For the next 14 years
               (1977–90), he was Côte d’Ivoire’s minister of foreign affairs and chief diplomat.
               He became a member of the Comité Directeur of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1970 and a member of the Political Bureau in 1980.
            

            
         

         
         	AKINDÈS, FRANCIS (1961–)

         
         	
            A research scholar, professor of sociology at the University of Bouaké, and consultant to numerous international agencies including the United States Agency
               for International Development (USAID). Professor Francis Akindès was born in Cotonou,
               Benin, where he received his early education. He is a product of both the University
               of Benin and the University of Abidjan-Cocody. He earned his doctorate degree from the Écoles des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales
               in Paris. He has conducted research and written extensively on a wide variety of important
               issues including migration and public policy, civil society, the politico-military
               crisis, social inequality, decentralization, local development, identity politics
               and the politics of ethnic mobilization, privatization of oil palm production, urbanization, and food production and consumption, as well as urban food
               strategies in times of crisis.
            

            
         

         
         	AKOTO-YAO, PAUL (1938–)

         
         	
            A graduate of the École Normale Supérieure of Saint-Cloud and the first Ivoirian to
               be certified to teach biology, he taught natural science at the École Normale Supérieure
               of Abidjan (1966–69). Paul Akoto-Yao was minister of education from 1971 until he lost the position
               in 1983 after a series of teachers’ strikes. He was elected deputy in 1985; he represented
               the Sakassou constituency from 1985 to 2000. He served as vice president of the Assemblée Nationale (1987–94). He was a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), ambassador to South Africa (1994–96), and a member of the Executive Council
               of UNESCO.
            

            
             In the early 1980s, Akoto-Yao was even touted as a possible “technocratic” successor
               to Félix Houphouët-Boigny. Appointed minister of presidential affairs, he became the principal spokesperson
               for the government of President Henri Konan Bédié from August 1998 until December 1999, and representative of the president to the
               francophonie from March to October 2000. Long considered a poor tactician by his party
               colleagues, the Baule of Sakassou abandoned his old friend Konan Bédié in favor of General Robert Guéï; he even became Guéï’s spokesperson during the presidential campaign of October 2000
               and took over as secretary general of the Union pour la Démocratie et la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI) in February 2001. However, Akoto-Yao has since returned to the PDCI fold.
               His return was punctuated by his appointment by Konan Bédié to the party’s Council
               of the Wise. Another feather in the cap of Akoto-Yao is that he is a writer, the author
               of two novels—L’envol des tisserins (The flight weavers, 1986) and L’escalier aux sept marches (The stairs with seven steps, 1992).
            

            
         

         
         	AKOUN, LAURENT (1949–)

         
         	
            Former secondary school teacher and politician. Laurent Akoun was secretary general
               of the Syndicat National des Enseignants du Secondaire de Côte d’Ivoire (SYNESCI) from 1980 to 1983, and a leading member of the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT) until his imprisonment in 1992. When he was released from jail in 1993, he
               joined the general secretariat of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). He was elected on the ticket of the FPI to the Assemblée Nationale in December 2000 by voters in the Alépé-Abidjan commune and appointed to the Security and Defense Committee of the Assemblée Nationale
               by President Laurent Gbagbo. Since July 2001, he has served as the FPI’s secretary general.
            

            
             Laurent Akoun went into exile in Ghana when Gbagbo’s regime collapsed in April 2011. But he returned, and when he got off
               the plane from Accra on 8 March 2012, he was arrested, driven to the Direction de
               la Surveillance du Territoire (DST), and released shortly thereafter. However, a meeting
               he held in Akoupé on 26 August 2012 seemed to land him in hot water. On the same day,
               as he was getting ready to attend another meeting in Adzopé, 100 km east of Abidjan,
               he was apprehended by the police. His colleagues tried to follow the police vehicle
               but lost it; there was no news of Akoun for a couple of days. On 28 August, he was
               indicted by the state prosecutor for threatening public safety and defaming President
               Alassane Ouattara during a meeting with party members and supporters in an Abidjan café. On 31 August
               2012, Akoun was sentenced to six months in jail, a year of denial of civil rights,
               and a year of “prohibition from showing up anywhere in the national territory except
               in his home village.” He was thus essentially confined to house arrest in Memni.
            

            
             Although Akoun was released on 28 February 2013, having served his sentence, because
               he was not serving his sentences concurrently, he was sent right back to jail and
               was expected to stay there until 28 February 2014. He was again detained for “five
               and half hours” on 24 November 2014 at Abidjan airport while he was waiting to board
               the plane for medical treatment in France, accompanied by his wife and daughter. Akoun
               is currently embroiled in another dispute, this time within the FPI, specifically
               with Pascal Affi N’Guessan, the president of the party, over the latter’s decision to reshuffle the party executive
               on 4 July 2014. He contends that N’Guessan’s decision has no legal merit and that,
               in his view, the “party is courting a disaster.”
            

            
         

         
         	AKYE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ALLADIAN

         
         	
            One of the lagoon peoples spread across 21 villages on the barrier island between the Ebrié Lagoon and the Gulf of Guinea from Vridi to Jacqueville. The Alladians are traditionally a matrilineal society characterized by a powerful
               chieftaincy, with gold playing an important economic and ceremonial role, as among the Akan groups. The Alladians are divided into three sub-groups, the Aware, Kovu, and Akuri
               or Agru. With the development of the palm oil trade with Europe in the latter part of the 19th century, the Alladians (known to
               European traders as the Jack-Jack) became prosperous as brokers of palm oil produced
               by the peoples on the inland side of the lagoon. However, some of them continue to
               engage in ocean fishing with large (now imported) nets from large outrigger dugouts.
            

            
             The population of Alladians had grown from about 10,000 in 1970 to 23,000 in 1993. The current population
               estimate is around 34,000. According to the Joshua Project, 90 percent of the population
               are Christians, of whom 50 percent are Roman Catholics and 30 percent are Protestants.
               Nine percent of the Christians are Evangelical, and only 10 percent of the population
               practice indigenous religions. The most prominent Alladian is the late Philippe-Grégoire Yacé. Prophet William Wade Harris had great success baptizing and converting large numbers of Alladians one hundred
               years ago.
            

            
         

         
         	ALLIALI, CAMILLE (1926–)

         
         	
            Lawyer, diplomat, and politician. Camille Alliali was born in Toumodi, about 40 km from Yamoussoukro. The son of an ordinary Baule peasant, he attended primary school in Toumodi and middle school in Bingerville. He then attended the École Normale William Ponty in Dakar before studying law at the University of Grenoble in 1953, practicing later
               at the bar in Paris. He wanted to avoid going down the path of becoming a colonial
               administrator; he viewed it as an agent of oppression at a time when the anti-colonial
               struggle led by the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) was in full swing and party activists were being persecuted. He made a conscious
               decision to pursue a career as a public defender in order that he might represent
               his parents and fellow countrymen in court against perceived colonial injustices.
            

            
             But there was a catch. In those days, one could not simply pass an examination and
               be called to the bar; defense attorneys were appointed by a decree issued by the governor
               general of the French West African federation (AOF) in Dakar. Although there was a
               dearth of legal practitioners, and among them only two Ivoirians, namely Masters Lucien Yapobi and Aka Lambert, it took more than a year before the governor would appoint him.
               Even then, it required the intervention of Jean Delafosse, a member of the Advisory
               Council of the AOF and future brother-in-law, for the appointment to be made. Once
               appointed, Alliali became a forceful defender of the rights of PDCI militants.
            

            
             Alliali has had an illustrious career, starting with vice president of the Ivoirian
               Territorial Assembly (1957–59), representative of Côte d’Ivoire in the French Community
               Senate (1959–61), and Ivoirian ambassador to France (1961–63). He also served as the first deputy minister of foreign affairs (1963–66)
               and as the longest-serving minister of justice (1966–90). He was elected mayor of
               Toumodi in 1980. A Baule, Alliali was a member of the PDCI Executive Committee and,
               in the early 1980s, was considered a possible successor to Félix Houphouët-Boigny as president. Always in the service of the party, he arranged a truce between the
               two Konans—ex-president Henri Konan Bédié and ex–prime minister Charles Konan Banny; he was trying to prevent the scenario of having two rival PDCI candidates in the
               2010 presidential election. As it happened, Bédié finished third in the first round
               of balloting, and the PDCI joined the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) and two other smaller parties in a successful electoral alliance baptized the
               Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP).
            

            
         

         
         	AMANI N’GUESSAN, MICHEL (1957–)

         
         	
            High school history and geography teacher as well as a politician. He graduated from
               the University of Abidjan in 1984 with a degree in history and geography. He taught from 1985 to 1999 before
               joining the Front Populair Ivoirien (FPI) in 1990. He served as secretary general of the FPI branch in Bouaké and secretary of the FPI in the central region in 1992. He became an FPI deputy from
               Béoumi in December 2000. He was appointed minister of national education in January
               2000 under General Robert Guéï, and he held on to the position until April 2007 when he became defense minister.
               He was dropped from the government of Prime Minister Gilbert Aké N’Gbo following the disputed 2010 presidential election. However, he continues to serve
               as the assistant secretary general in charge of security and defense in the FPI.
            

            
         

         
         	AMIGUET, FRANÇOIS YATTIEN (1934–)

         
         	
            A civil servant and statistician. He was born in Abengourou and was a member of the Compagnons de l’Aventure 46, the fortunate few schoolchildren who were sent to France to study on government
               scholarship in 1946. Young François Amiguet earned his bac (high school diploma) in
               elementary mathematics at the Lycée de Garçons de Carcassone and, in 1959, pursued
               further studies in statistical economics at the French Institut National de la Statistique
               et des Études Economiques (INSEE). He returned to Côte d’Ivoire with a degree in statistics
               and began his career with the statistical services.
            

            
             Between October 1962 and January 1968, François Amiguet was head of economic and
               social statistics of the Direction de la Statistique et des Études Économiques (DSEE)
               of the Ivoirian Ministry of Economy and Finance. He became assistant director of the
               DSEE from January 1968 to March 1970. Amiguet was appointed director of the École
               de Statistique d’Abidjan (ESA), a public institution of higher education created in 1969 to train statistical engineers, adjunct technicians, and statistical
               agents. In March 1982, the ESA became the École Nationale Supérieure de Statistique
               et d’Économie Appliqué (ENSEA) of Abidjan. François Amiguet left the directorship
               of the ENSEA in December 1994 and has devoted much of his time consulting on statistics.
               Until December 2004, he was technical adviser to the newly created state-owned Institut
               National de la Statistique (INS).
            

            
         

         
         	AMON D’ABY, FRANÇOIS JOSEPH (1913–2007)

         
         	
            Playwright, essayist, and director of the National Archives of Côte d’Ivoire from
               1938 to 1959. He was a graduate of the École Normale William Ponty, with certificates from the Institut des Hautes Études d’Outre-mer and the Centre
               des Hautes Études Administratives sur l’Afrique et l’Asie Modernes. He was the first
               Ivoirian inspector of administration.
            

            
             A pioneer of indigenous theater, he wrote plays for several Ivoirian theater organizations,
               including the Théâtre Indigène de la Côte d’Ivoire (TICI), co-founded with Germain Coffi Gadeau in 1938; the Cercle Culturel et Folklorique de la Côte d’Ivoire (CCFCI), founded
               with Coffi Gadeau and Bernard Dadié in 1953; and the Jeunesse Ouvrière Chrétienne (JOC); he also co-authored Le théâtre populaire en République de Côte d’Ivoire. His plays and ethnographical works explore traditional social and cultural practices
               and economic problems in Côte d’Ivoire, especially among the matrilineal Anyi, as
               reflected in Kwao Adjoba ou Procès du régime matriarcal en Basse Côte d’Ivoire (Kwao Adjoba or the trial of the Matrilineal System of Lower Ivory Coast, 1953) and
               Entrave (Impediment, 1955).
            

            
         

         
         	AMONDJI, MARCEL (1934–)

         
         	
            Assumed name of an Ivoirian historian and political analyst whose real name is Marcel
               Anoma. Born in Anono, Amondji spent his childhood in Bingerville. He was a member of the Compagnons de l’Aventure 46, the fortunate few schoolchildren who were sent to France to study on government scholarship in 1946. He completed his secondary and post-secondary
               education in France. Forced to live in exile in Algeria and France since 1961, this fiercely
               unrepentant critic of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s policies has written extensively on the political economy of Côte d’Ivoire. His
               first critical work appeared in 1984 under the title Félix Houphouët et la Côte d’Ivoire: l’envers d’une légende, followed by Côte d’Ivoire: Le P.D.C.I et la vie politique de 1945 à 1985 in 1986. He founded a cercle in honor of the late senator Victor Biaka Boda whom he considers to be the antithesis
               of Houphouët-Boigny, and “the true founder of Côte d’Ivoire,” he insists. Amondji
               has made trips back to Côte d’Ivoire in recent years, but he continues to live in
               exile even though the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) is no longer in power.
            

            
         

         
         	AMON N’DOUFFOU II (N’DOUFOU, AMATIFOU) (C. 1812–1886)

         
         	
            King of the Anyi kingdom of Sanwi who signed a protectorate treaty with France in 1843, the last year of his uncle’s reign, then became king himself the following
               year. This permitted the construction of Fort Joinville at the entrance to the Aby lagoon at Assinie. He used his alliance with the French to extend the borders of Sanwi to the south.
               It was also under his reign that the queen mother, Malan Alloua, refused to permit
               whites to live in Krindjabo because she found them to be “too pale.” Instead, she showed them a place full of
               rocks, Ebouesso (on the rock), which became corrupted as Aboisso. Nana Amon N’Douffou occupied the throne for 42 years.
            

            
         

         
         	AMON TANOH, LAMBERT (1926–)

         
         	
            Teacher, trade union leader, and government official. Amon Tanoh studied at a teachers’
               college in Katibougou, Mali, then taught at a boys’ school in Bingerville. In 1959, he was elected secretary general of the Union des Travailleurs de Côte d’Ivoire (UTCI), the Ivoirian branch of the Conakry-based Union Générale des Travailleurs d’Afrique Noire (UGTAN), which had collaborated with the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) until 1958. Under Ivoirian government pressure for local unions to disaffiliate
               from the UGTAN, Amon Tanoh led a breakaway movement, the Union Nationale des Travailleurs de Côte d’Ivoire (UNTCI). He later served as secretary general of the PDCI-dominated Union Générale des Travailleurs de Côte d’Ivoire (UGTCI). He was elected to the Assemblée Nationale and was named minister of education in 1963, a post he held until 1970. He also served
               as general director of the Ivoirian Centre de Commerce Extérieur until 1983, when
               he was named ambassador to Algeria.
            

            
         

         
         	ANAKY, INNOCENT KOBENA (1948–)

         
         	
            Businessman and politician. Kobena Anaky was born in Bondoukou into a well-known family; his father, Anaky Kouassi, was a senior civil servant in
               the Postes, Télécommunications et Téléphone (PTT) and general counselor in the Bondoukou
               cercle under the colonial administration. His influential father was an ally of Félix Houphouët-Boigny within the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA). Young Anaky lost his father when he was only eight years old and was reportedly
               adopted by President Houphouët-Boigny. He spent his childhood with relatives in Treichville. He studied at the Lycée Classique in Abidjan and obtained his bac (high school diploma) in 1967. He enrolled at the University of Abidjan to study German. At the end of 1968, he left for France and enrolled at
               both the University of Paris X (Nanterre) to study German and at the Institut d’Études
               Politiques de Paris, where he specialized in public service.
            

            
             However, Kobena Anaky started his career in international maritime transport service
               to Africa and logistics in general, as well as customs operations, working for a private
               company, Rothschild-Saga, in Paris in 1972. After interning for a year, he was transferred
               to the SOAEM in Abidjan. His talents were recognized, and he rose quickly to become
               director of the departments of logistics and customs. He resigned in 1977 and formed
               his own company, Inter Transit SA, in 1978, presumably with a 100 million F CFA loan
               from President Houphouët-Boigny. The company became very successful; by 1988, it had
               some 400 employees and a presence in Africa (Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, and Nigeria), Europe, and North America. Anaky’s strong belief in corporate
               social responsibility led him to establish a sporting club financed by the company
               that catered to about a hundred youngsters. The company also took care of their education and health needs.
            

            
             In November 1988, he participated in the constitutive congress of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) in Dabou and allegedly used money from his business to finance the party. He was promptly
               arrested by the secret service when he left the meeting and was apparently tucked
               away in a secret hideout at the president’s residence in Cocody. On 19 February 1999, Anaky was sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment and fined heavily,
               allegedly for non-payment of taxes. Under pressure from the street, Anaky and some
               5,000 other political detainees were released on 29 September 1991.
            

            
             Always the maverick, Anaky parted company with the FPI and, with other “young democrats,”
               he founded his own opposition political party, the Mouvement des Forces d’Avenir (MFA), on 9 March 1993. He was unanimously elected president of the Executive Committee.
               He was a contender for the presidency in 1995, but his candidacy was rejected. He
               was again arrested following the December 1999 coup. In the parliamentary election of January 2001, he was elected MFA deputy for Kouassi-Datékro.
               His was the only seat the party won, but it gave him a platform. As leader of the
               MFA, he participated in the negotiations at Linas-Marcoussis. He was named minister
               of state and minister of transportation in Prime Minister Seydou Diarra’s government. He retained his position under Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny. Thus he served as minister from 2003 to 2006, that is, until he lost it in the cabinet
               reshuffle that was triggered by the toxic waste scandal. Meanwhile, on 18 May 2005,
               Kobena Anaky participated in the creation of the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) in Paris with three other parties. In 2006, he even proposed a single presidential
               candidate for the RHDP alliance.
            

            
             When Guillaume Soro formed a new government on 4 April 2007 as a result of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA), the MFA was assigned the Ministry of Reconstruction and Reintegration. In
               a televised debate on 18 March 2009, Anaky called on Ivoirians to overthrow President
               Laurent Gbagbo. Two days later, he was hauled before the Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire
               (DST), questioned, and released the next day. On 25 March 2009, Anaky announced the
               withdrawal of the MFA from the government.
            

            
             Innocent Kobena Anaky remains a controversial political figure, so much so that he
               has been summoned to appear before the authorities more times than any other Ivoirian
               politician. He has declared his candidacy for the 2015 presidential election, although
               he says “anything is possible in politics,” meaning that he could drop out of the
               race and cede the terrain to President Alassane Ouattara so that he can potentially be the sole candidate for the RHDP alliance as called
               for by ex-president Konan Bédié’s “Appel de Daoukro.” At the recent extraordinary congress of the party held on 12
               April 2015 at the Golf Hotel, the party voted in a new president, the deputy Anzoumana
               Moutayé, with 99.99 percent of the votes.
            

            
         

         
         	ANGBA, NICOLAS KOUANDI (?–1994)

         
         	
            Engineer and minister of trade from 1983 until he passed away in 1994. Kouandi Angba
               was one of the major political figures from Agboville. As trade minister, Angba is given credit for stimulating trade and investment relations
               between Côte d’Ivoire and the rest of the world, especially for attracting European,
               American, and Japanese investors and for Ivoirian penetration of the Russian and Japanese
               markets. He is also given credit for introducing Côte d’Ivoire to Canada and encouraging
               North American businessmen to invest in the country.
            

            
             Kouandi Angba is considered a genuine patriot who devoted his time and energies to
               serving his country. To continue his life’s work, his widow has established the Nicolas
               Kouandi Angba Children’s Foundation in his name to help all less fortunate children
               succeed in life. Apart from the foundation, the family has not been involved in politics
               since his passing. This is all the more reason why a brazen attack on the family residence
               on the night of 12–13 November 2002 remains a puzzle. During the night, six heavily
               armed men in uniform arrived in a 4x4 pickup truck and tried to break into the house.
               They fired several rounds from a machine gun when the watchman refused to open the
               door to the house. By the time the security services finally came to the aid of the
               family, the attackers had sped off, although they promised to return, leaving Kouandi
               Angba’s widow traumatized.
            

            
         

         
         	ANGOULVANT, GABRIEL LOUIS (1872–1932)

         
         	
            French colonial administrator and chronicler, he was governor of Côte d’Ivoire from
               1908 to 1916. He subsequently represented the French Indies in the French National
               Assembly in Paris. He obtained a degree in administration, but he also studied Chinese
               at the Institut National des Langues Orientales (“Langues O”) before embarking on
               a career in the colonial civil service. Angoulvant had served in various capacities
               in the French colonial administration, notably in Asia, but had little prior African
               experience. His appointment as governor of Côte d’Ivoire where France faced very strong resistance to its rule, especially from the Baule, occurred on 25 April 1908 and lasted eight years. Gabriel Angoulvant had strong
               convictions about what needed to be done in Côte d’Ivoire: the development of Côte
               d’Ivoire and the “civilizing mission” of France required the iron fist of “pacification.”
               His brutal suppression of Baule resistance from 1908 to 1910 involved not just military
               operations but also detentions, war fines, relocation, and burning of whole villages.
               These tactics were widely criticized by merchants, humanitarians at home, and even
               the military command. However, he was protected from reassignment by his political
               connections.
            

            
             It is estimated that Angoulvant’s reign of terror against the Baule resulted in the
               decline of the local population from one and a half million to 160,000 in the span
               of 10 years. Unconcerned by criticism, Angoulvant recounted his experiences in La Pacification de la Côte d’Ivoire: 1908–1915, méthodes et résultats (1916). He touted his forceful methods for the successful implantation of cocoa, coffee, and cotton cultivation as well as the exploitation of the forest, developments which catapulted
               Côte d’Ivoire to the head of the class as the most successful colony in Afrique Occidentale
               Française (AOF). Angoulvant was appointed governor general of Afrique Equatoriale
               Française (AEF) on 15 May 1917. A few months later, following the resignation of Joost
               van Vollenhoven, the governor of the AOF, Angoulvant succeeded him on 11 January 1918.
            

            
             He retired two years later only to enter French politics. He was elected deputy in
               legislative elections in May 1924 representing the French Indies. In parliament, he
               caucused with the radical left and continued to focus on colonial issues and to participate
               in various commissions and other projects related to the French overseas territories.
               He lost his bid for reelection on 22 April 1928 and died in Paris on 15 October 1932.
            

            
         

         
         	ANO ASEMAN

         
         	
            Chief of the Eborosa-Aowin. He led his people westward into present-day Côte d’Ivoire
               following a declaration of war against them by the Asante (about 1715). Arriving at
               the Moro, they founded the Anyi kingdom of Moronou.
            

            
         

         
         	ANOMA BONFUL, GLADYS ROSE (1930–2006)

         
         	
            One of the first three women elected to the Assemblée Nationale just after independence. Daughter-in-law of Joseph Anoma, she earned a doctorate degree in tropical botany and served as secretary (1965–75)
               as well as vice president (one of six) of the Assemblée Nationale (1975–80). She was
               a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) from 1975; she also served as secretary general of the Association des Femmes Ivoiriennes (AFI).
            

            
         

         
         	ANOMA, JOSEPH (1895–1983)

         
         	
            One of the earliest political leaders in Côte d’Ivoire, Anoma left the colonial service
               to become a planter rather than be posted to remote Guiglo. He was the delegate from
               Agboville and the first vice president of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA) in 1944, and SAA president in 1947 (while Houphouët-Boigny, then in France, was honorary president). He served as the first grand chancellor of the National
               Order of Merit from 10 December 1960 until 10 December 1978 and was succeeded by Germain Coffi Gadeau. The fashionable Avenue Joseph Anoma in the Plateau business district is named after him.
            

            
         

         
         	ANOUBLE, KOUAKOU II (1893–1958)

         
         	
            Baule king. He succeeded Kouadio N’Dri as chief of Sakassou and sat on the “chair” or stool of the Warebo royal family. Governor Laurent Péchoux appointed him “paramount chief” of the Baule, which was a gross violation of the
               Akan traditional procedure for enstoolment.
            

            
         

         
         	ANYI (AGNI)

         
         	
            Akan ethnic group living mostly east of the Comoé River, along the border with Ghana. Like those of the Baule, the Anyi settlements resulted from successive Akan migrations caused by conflict
               within the Ashanti kingdom. The Anyi are believed to have moved west under their warrior
               chief Bridou following a declaration of war by the Ashanti on the kingdom of Eborosa-Aowin
               about 1715. They came to the Moro, where they found unpopulated virgin land. They
               resumed the cultivation of yams and gold mining and founded a number of highly centralized and hierarchical kingdoms on the
               Ashanti model, including Ndenye, Sanwi or Krindjabo, Moronou, and Comoénou, and absorbed into them a number of neighboring populations, including
               some Ehotilé, Guro, and Kulango.
            

            
             There are probably close to 1 million Anyi living in Côte d’Ivoire and another 300,000
               living in Ghana. The Anyi were among the earliest Ivoirians to come into contact with
               Europeans, and among the first to adopt Western cultural forms including education and Christianity. However, whereas 73 percent of Anyi in Ghana are Christian, only
               55 percent of their Ivoirian kith and kin are Christian. Indeed, in Côte d’Ivoire,
               30 percent of them adhere to various ethnic religions; another 15 percent are Muslim. The largest Christian denomination is Roman Catholic
               (60 percent); Protestants are 30 percent of the Anyi population of Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             The Anyi were the first Ivoirians to take to cocoa farming, and some of the earliest cocoa plantations dating back to 1918–20 still
               exist. The last major insurrections against French rule took place in 1894 (Ndenye) and 1898 (Assikasso).
            

            
             The Anyi diet consists primarily of different kinds of soup (light, palm nut, groundnut,
               pistache) eaten with rice or foutou prepared from boiled and pounded plantains alone, a combination of plantains and manioc (cassava), or yams.
            

            
         

         
         	AOULOU, KACOU (1913–)

         
         	
            Teacher in Grand Bassam; he attended the organizing congress of the Socialist Party (SFIO) of Côte d’Ivoire
               in August 1937 and was elected to the Administrative Commission. An Anyi from Assinie, he was also secretary for the Grand Bassam section. In 1946, he was secretary general of the Parti Progressiste de Côte d’Ivoire (PPCI), a pro-France party. He later reconciled with Félix Houphouët-Boigny and the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and was appointed minister of construction and town planning in the first
               post-independence government formed on 3 January 1961. However, he would soon be arrested
               for alleged involvement in the “complot du chat noir” (black cat plot) of 1963.
            

            
         

         
         	AOUSSOU, KOFFI (?–2009)

         
         	
            Manager, politician, and diplomat. Koffi Aoussou was the second president of Air Afrique from 1973 until his ouster in 1985 when the airline experienced strong financial
               turbulence. The airline’s heavy debt burden was blamed on his mismanagement, perhaps
               unfairly. He was also accused of favoring Ivoirians in hiring and other practices
               by Benin, Burkina Faso, Niger, and Togo. Yet, during his tenure at the helm of Air Afrique, some good things
               happened: the ticket reservation system was computerized; new routes were opened,
               for instance, to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and the Middle East; and he initiated a major
               modernization of the fleet with the acquisition of Airbus A300-B4s (25 May 1981).
            

            
             Aoussou’s rise to prominence began in the late 1950s. He proved his loyalty to Félix Houphouët-Boigny in 1959, when as second-in-command of the Jeunesse du Rassemblement Démocratique
               Africain de Côte d’Ivoire (JRDACI), the youth branch of the RDA, he issued a statement
               rejecting a confrontational role for the youth organization and pledged its loyalty
               to the PDCI leadership. As Houphouët-Boigny’s protégé, he served as secretary of state
               in the Ministry of Industry and Planning, president of the Autorité pour l’Aménagement de la Vallée du Bandama, and minister of mining and of transportation. He also served as ambassador to some
               of the most coveted posts in the Foreign Service such as Italy, Belgium, Luxemburg,
               and the European Economic Community.
            

            
             Aoussou Koffi was kidnapped in 1987 by French business partners in an attempt to
               prevent him from forcing them out of a hotel-nightclub venture. He was later released
               unharmed by his captors.
            

            
         

         
         	APPOLONIEN

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ARABUSTA

         
         	
            A hybrid of arabica and robusta coffee developed in Bingerville in 1974 by a Belgian engineer, Jacques Capot. The arabusta variety is especially hardy and drought resistant, and has the body and aroma of
               arabica without the bitterness of robusta.
            

            
         

         
         	ARMED FORCES

         
         	
            Formerly known as the Forces Armées Nationales de Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI), the name
               has been changed to Forces Républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI) under President Alassane Ouattara. Côte d’Ivoire had no armed forces until April 1961, when under an agreement with
               France, personnel of the colonial marine infantry who had been born in Côte d’Ivoire were
               converted to an Ivoirian battalion. A mutual defense pact signed with France in 1961
               allowed for the stationing of French troops on Ivoirian soil. The 43rd French Marine
               Infantry Battalion was based at the Félix Houphouët-Boigny International Airport in Port-Bouët from 1979 with close to 500 troops until 2011, when its functions were taken over
               by the Opération Licorne.
            

            
             The armed forces (national army) consist of the army, the navy, the air force, the
               paramilitary gendarmerie, and the Presidential (Republican) Guard. The armed forces
               were created more to safeguard internal security than as a deterrent against an external
               foe. As a result, the force posture is primarily defensive. The army is the largest
               component, with a light infantry battalion headquartered in the major city in each
               of four military regions: Abidjan, Bouaké, Daloa, and Korhogo. In addition, the army includes specialized units, a para-commando company and artillery
               and engineer battalions. A major general serves as commander of the army and chief
               of staff of the armed forces and acts through the regional commanders (all colonels).
            

            
             The gendarmerie, the second-largest military service, is a national paramilitary
               police force organized into four legions corresponding to the military regions. It
               is responsible for internal security, especially in rural areas. Like the army, it
               has its headquarters in Abidjan, commanded by a colonel, and four legions. The Republican
               Guard, previously known as the Presidential Guard, is a force of about 1,000 troops
               primarily loyal to the incumbent president, largely because of how they tend to be
               drawn from the president’s ethnic base. This force spearheaded a number of offensives
               during the fighting in 2004 between the government and rebel forces.
            

            
             The air force and the navy are the two smallest branches of the armed forces of Côte
               d’Ivoire. The air force and the former national airline, Air Ivoire, operated as a single unit. The navy is even smaller than the air force. Its primary
               mission is patrolling the 530 km coastline. It may have a total of two operational
               craft and approximately 950 personnel. There may be additional craft in port that
               are most likely unserviceable. It may also retain a limited capacity to support amphibious
               landing by army personnel. Coastal patrol is done by two small craft (Rodman 890 class)
               operated by the Ministry of Fisheries.
            

            
             During the political unrest of 1963, President Houphouët-Boigny took direct control
               of the military, and not only did he downsize it but he also made it internally and
               professionally divided. A militia linked to the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA) and beholden to the president was also created. For nearly three decades,
               the Ivoirian military was politically quiescent. Indeed, compared to its regional
               counterparts, it was virtually apolitical. It was not until 1990 that there were visible
               signs of stirring among the ranks. In that year, conscripts demanding higher pay occupied
               the Félix Houphouët-Boigny International Airport and invaded the Plateau business
               district of Abidjan, wounding several civilians; they confiscated civilian vehicles,
               some taking them on joyrides. And in March 1993, 45 personnel of the elite Republican
               Guard mutinied in Abidjan and Yamoussoukro, taking three senior officers hostage. The mutineers were demanding a higher premium
               for the special place they occupy in the military as guardians of the head of state.
               President Houphouët-Boigny found a way to placate them and defuse a dangerous situation
               peacefully.
            

            
             Exact figures are hard to obtain. What we do know is that the military has grown
               in size in the last couple of decades. In 2002, the Ivoirian armed forces had a total
               strength of 8,400 plus 12,000 reserves. It had reached about 30,000 by the end of
               2010. Responsible to the Ministry of Defense, the army consisted of three infantry
               battalions, one armored battalion, one airborne division, one anti-aircraft division,
               and one engineer company. Military expenditure as a percentage of central government
               expenditure was 10.5 percent, 10.2 percent, and 9.9 percent in 2010, 2011, and 2012
               respectively. Put differently, the military budget took up 1.50 percent, 1.65 percent,
               1.49 percent, and 1.65 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) for 2009, 2010,
               2011, and 2012 respectively.
            

            
             The army is rather uneven in terms of training, and by American and Western standards,
               not very capable or effective. It is equipped with mostly a mix of Soviet small arms,
               AK-47/74s, RPGs, and PK machine guns. Also affecting its morale and effectiveness,
               the army became highly politicized and polarized under President Laurent Gbagbo. It is estimated that at least 10 percent of the national army sided with the rebels
               in 2002. As a result, President Gbagbo essentially took personal control of the army
               working primarily through South African mercenary “trainers” who were embedded in
               most units. He bypassed the official chain of command, further consolidating power
               in his hands. The gendarmes were regarded as intensely loyal to ex-president Gbagbo.
            

            
             Much of the Ivoirian air force was destroyed on 6 November 2004 when the French president
               Jacques Chirac ordered an attack on Ivoirian aircraft and the seizure of Yamoussoukro
               airport in retaliation for the killing of nine French Licorne peacekeepers by an Ivoirian
               air strike in Bouaké the same day. The overland attack on the airport destroyed two
               Sukhoi Su-25 ground-attack aircraft and three helicopter gunships. Two additional
               military helicopters were destroyed during combat in the skies over Abidjan. This
               humiliating French military riposte triggered violent protest demonstrations against
               France that targeted a French school, army base, and French nationals who had to be
               airlifted out of harm’s way.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire began to rebuild its air force a year after it was decimated by the
               French. It was reported in 2007 that the country had six aircraft in service. However,
               in 2012, only four aircraft were reported: one Mil Mi-24 attack helicopter and three
               SA 330L Puma transports (marked as potentially unserviceable). It is unclear how many
               aircraft are truly operational. For now, the most urgently serious task confronting
               the government of Alassane Ouattara is not the rebuilding of aircraft and the air
               force but how to inject discipline, professionalism, and republicanism into an army
               that had been highly fractured and politicized by more than a decade of conflict,
               a conflict which was characterized by atrocities on both sides of the military divide
               between rebel forces and the national army. The government is attempting to build
               a cohesive and disciplined republican army by merging 5,000 former rebels with 30,000
               former regular army personnel and to root out various militias and irregular armies
               that grew out of the rebellion and politico-military crisis.
            

            
         

         
         	ART

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire has a long and rich history of art as well as crafts. The 60 ethnic
               groups or four ethnic clusters have distinctive art styles. However, one ubiquitous
               art form is the wood-carved mask. Masks serve a variety of functions and are created
               in a variety of styles, some of which are peculiar to particular ethnic groups. Some
               represent totems, deities, or the souls of deceased twins and other family members.
               Only certain people can wear certain masks because of the souls that are believed
               to reside in them. Ivoirians believe that when you put the mask on, you embody the
               soul of the mask; it becomes you. The Baule, Dan (Yakuba), and Senufo are all renowned for their exquisite wood carvings. One of Côte d’Ivoire’s biggest
               and best-known festivals happens to be the festival of masks held in November in Man. This involves competition between villages to find the best dancers and pay homage
               to the forest spirits embodied in the intricate masks. The bragging rights are such
               that villages that lack master carvers sometimes rent them from other villages.
            

            
             Among the Akan, Akye, Baule, and Anyi, carved stools and drums generally take the place of masks. The stool is the essence
               of chiefly power, the “seat” of the kingdom. When the incumbent king or chief dies,
               the stool is blackened and retired into a sacred room. Generally, the next chief or
               king is blindfolded and led into the room of stools. The stool on which he sits is
               the stool name he is given. Another famous carved object is the Akuaba or fertility
               doll which is believed to have the power to make an infertile woman produce children
               by holding or simply brushing against it.
            

            
             The Sanwi and other groups in southern Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana work with fired clay figures and representational heads; these serve to commemorate
               deceased men and women in lieu of masks. The figures were essentially portraits of
               the dead, with distinctive scars, hairstyles, beards, hats, jewelry, and other identifying
               characteristics carefully reproduced. The artist, a female potter, molds the clay
               into a figure of the deceased, stains it black, and dresses it the day before the
               final funeral rites. The spirit of the deceased is then invited to occupy the figure
               before it is deposited in a special clearing in the forest. The tradition of pottery
               is widespread although, in this case, it is for a practical purpose rather than for
               the higher or spiritual realm. Clay pots or jugs are designed to keep water cool,
               and bowls are used to serve food, to mash cocoyam leaves into spinach, or to grind
               pepper and other condiments.
            

            
             In addition to woodcarving and pottery, cloth weaving is another art form that is
               widely practiced, especially among the Akan and Senufo peoples. Of special significance
               is the kente cloth of the Anyi, Asante, and Baule and the “Korhogo cloth” or “Senufo cloth.” Originally woven for royalty, the kente cloth has passed
               into general usage for special occasions. However, certain patterns are still reserved
               for royalty and are not to be reproduced for the general public. Copycat Chinese cloth
               is available on the market. However, it is printed rather than woven, although looked
               at from a distance, one could be easily led to believe that it is the real deal. Like
               the Akan kente cloth, the Korhogo or Senufo cloth has reached national and international
               markets. They feature animal, geometric, abstract, or figurative patterns. Artisan
               cooperatives in Korhogo and surrounding villages turn out beautiful textile art in
               the form of wall hangings, table cloths, napkins, place mats, and clothing from the
               cotton spun by women.
            

            
             The artistic repertoire has expanded beyond wood carving and cloth weaving. Today,
               Ivoirian art includes photography, sculpting, and painting. Art was a casualty of
               the second civil war: 80 precious art objects worth $6 million were stolen from the museum of civilizations
               in Abidjan in 2011. More than the monetary value, it is the lost history of Côte d’Ivoire that
               is even more significant. See also ; ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	ASSEMBLÉE NATIONALE

         
         	
            This is the name given to the legislative branch of the Ivoirian government. Côte
               d’Ivoire has a unicameral legislature. The deputés or deputies, as the members of the Assemblée Nationale are called, have been elected
               every five years since 1960 with a single interruption in 2005. Prior to the multi-party
               political opening of 1990, all the deputies belonged to the single ruling party, the
               Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Since 1990, other political parties, notably the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI), Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT), Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP), Mouvement des Forces de l’Avenir (MFA), Union des Démocrates de Côte d’Ivoire
               (UDCI), Union pour la Démocratie et la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI), and Union pour
               Côte d’Ivoire, have contested and won seats in the Assemblée Nationale. Furthermore,
               since 2000, both the FPI and the RDR have won the presidency and majorities in parliament
               and have taken turns in running the country, the latter with the help of the former
               ruling PDCI.
            

            
             The law establishes the number of deputies, the requirements of eligibility, and
               the balloting; the size of the legislature, hence number of deputies, in the Assemblée
               Nationale has changed over time. At independence in 1960, there were only 70 deputies.
               The number was raised to 75 in 1965, then 100 in 1970, then 120 in 1975, and then
               147 in 1980. For the next three consecutive elections (1985–95), voters elected 175
               deputies. The number was raised to 225 in 2000 and to 255 in 2011. The Conseil Constitutionnel
               determines candidate eligibility and the timing and validity of the elections. Normally,
               the term of office of the Assemblée Nationale expires at the end of the second ordinary
               session of the last year of its five-year mandate. Once elected, the deputies generally
               have legal immunity from prosecution during the period of their mandate, except in
               exceptional circumstances.
            

            
             The last parliamentary elections held on 11 December 2011 produced the following
               results: the RDR won 122 seats; the RDR’s ally, the PDCI, won 76 seats; the UDPCI
               won six seats; the RHDP won four seats; the MFA won three seats; and the Union pour
               Côte d’Ivoire (UPCI) won one seat. Thirty-one independent candidates also won seats.
               Elections in 11 constituencies were invalidated, and one was postponed due to the
               death of a candidate. A total of 124 women candidates contested seats, but only 27 of them were elected. In other words, among
               the current crop of 255 deputies, there are only 27 women, or 10.58 percent of the
               total. Incidentally, this performance, while a source of great disappointment for
               advocates of gender equality and human rights, is an improvement over the 2000 election
               where women numbered 19 out of the 225 deputies or 8.44 percent. The number of independent
               or non-partisan deputies stands at 31 or 12.2 percent.
            

            
             The organizational structure of the Assemblée Nationale comprises the bureau, the
               conference of presidents, the permanent commissions, and parliamentary caucuses. The
               bureau consists of the president, the first vice president, 10 vice presidents, 12
               secretaries, and 3 treasurers. Whereas the president and first vice president are
               elected for the duration of the legislature, the other members of the bureau are elected
               every year. The president and first vice president have to meet the same eligibility
               criteria as those prescribed for the president of the republic. The elections take
               place at least 20 days prior to or at most 50 days before the expiration of the mandate
               of the Assemblée Nationale. Since independence, there have been only a handful of
               presidents of the Assemblée Nationale. The longest serving so far was Philippe Yacé (1959–80), followed by Henri Konan Bédié (1980–93). Charles Bauza Donwahi served from 1993 to 1997, followed by Emile Atta Brou (1997–99), Mamadou Koulibaly (2000–12), and Guillaume Soro since 2012. Incidentally, the president of the Assemblée Nationale is next in line
               to succeed the president of the republic in the event of a vacancy.
            

            
             The conference of presidents comprises the president, the first vice president, the
               10 vice presidents, the presidents of the permanent commissions, and the presidents
               of the parliamentary caucuses or their representatives. There are six standing committees
               that address various issues that come under their purview. They are general and institutional
               affairs; economic and financial affairs; social and cultural affairs; external relations;
               research, science, technology, and the environment; and security and defense. In addition
               to these standing committees, the Assemblée Nationale could create special ad hoc
               committees to look into certain specific issues. Each ad hoc committee will consist
               of a president and vice president, a general recording officer and an assistant, and
               two secretaries.
            

            
             All deputies have to join a parliamentary group or caucus based on political affiliation.
               To constitute a caucus, a party or political group must have at least eight members.
               Interestingly, one could simply associate with a caucus or parliamentary group without
               being an adherent or subscribing to its ideology or political orientation. This practice
               has given rise to such nebulous labels as “Dialogue” and “Espérance,” in addition
               to the political party labels in the Assemblée Nationale. The Ivoirian Assemblée Nationale
               is weak relative to the executive branch. As a result, it has not lived up to its
               potential as a representative and legislative body, a body that provides governmental
               oversight and acts as a check on the executive. With rare exceptions, such as the
               family law fiasco of 2012, it has functioned more as a rubber-stamping body.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSI ADAM, CAMILLE (?–2007)

         
         	
            An Attié from Adzopé, he was a member of the Compagnons de l’Aventure 46, the fortunate few schoolchildren who were sent to France to study on government scholarship in 1946. A law school graduate, he mounted an
               electoral challenge to the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1957, receiving 42 percent of the vote in the Agboville cercle. At the time of the 1958 referendum on independence, Adam Assi reportedly encouraged
               a “no” vote and was exiled to Guinea. In 1980, he was allowed to return to Côte d’Ivoire and was elected to the Assemblée Nationale in 1981. He practiced law at the Court of Appeal in Abidjan.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSIKASSO

         
         	
            Area on the border with Ghana inhabited by the Anyi-Juablin. It was under Asante control until the Asante defeat by the British in 1874
               and resisted incorporation into the French colony in 1898 (mounting an unsuccessful
               siege of the French administrative post) because of its ties to Asante and other Akan peoples to the east. The French considered Assikasso to be part of the kingdom of
               Gyaman with which it had a complex tributary relationship. Migrants from the Gold Coast
               introduced rubber processing to the residents of Assikasso late in the 19th century. An Assikasso resident
               brought cocoa seeds from the Gold Coast as well in about 1910. Cocoa was strongly encouraged by
               the colonial administration in Assikasso beginning in 1912, and the next year 20,000
               cocoa trees were planted there.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSINIE

         
         	
            Town on the barrier island 80 km east of Abidjan on the coast of the Gulf of Guinea. It was the site of the earliest recorded European
               presence in Côte d’Ivoire and the point of departure for later French exploration.
               The Compagnie de Saint-Malo landed five missionaries in Assinie in 1637, but three
               of them died within a year from life in tropical conditions and the last two sought
               refuge at the Portuguese post of Axim in present-day Ghana. In 1687, a royal French naval ship landed off the coast of Assinie and brought a
               young “prince” Aniaba and his cousin Banga to France, presented to King Louis XIV
               and converted to Catholicism. Aniaba would be baptized by Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet, the famous theologian and bishop
               of Meaux, and would have Louis XIV as his godfather. The young Ivoirians would become
               officers in the king’s regiment before returning to Assinie in 1701 with a French
               contingent that established a small military post, Fort Saint-Louis. Aniaba went on
               to become adviser to the king of Quita (now Togo) and took the name Hannibal. The
               fort was abandoned in 1705.
            

            
             The French returned in 1842 and built Fort Joinville. In the meantime, the Anyi, an Akan group from the east, had occupied the territory and integrated the previous inhabitants
               into their society. Captain Edouard Bouët-Willaumez concluded the first protectorate treaty at Assinie in 1843. Arthur Verdier is credited for raising the economic profile of the Assinie area after 1870. The
               first coffee trees were planted in 1881 at the same time that cocoa production took off. Logging also started in 1885. The administrative offices of
               the cercle were moved from Assinie to Aboisso in 1903. Assinie would lose its strategic and commercial significance first to Grand-Bassam, then to Bingerville, and finally to Port-Bouët.
            

            
             The town experienced severe flooding in 1931 that was exacerbated by the opening
               of a canal several kilometers away. In October 1942, Assinie was submerged, and all
               economic activity ceased. However, in 1970 a tourist hotel complex with as many as 1,300 beds was opened there. As a result, Assinie has
               developed into a major tourist attraction for both nationals and Europeans, particularly
               the French, receiving as many as 15,000 tourists annually. An NGO, the Association
               pour le Développement d’Assinie Mafia (ADAM), is dedicated to keeping the lagoon and
               beaches clean so as to continue to attract tourists. Other local attractions such
               as the Aniaba museum, a zoo, and Climbié beach dedicated to the preservation of the
               Essouman culture are also being marketed.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSOCIATION DES FEMMES IVOIRIENNES (AFI)

         
         	
            Organization created by the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1963 to serve as the women’s wing of the party, with the First Lady, Marie-Thérèse Houphouët-Boigny, as honorary president, and wives of the political elite as members. Jeanne Gervais was the first vice president, later the long-serving president of the association,
               with Gladys Anoma serving as secretary general. Critics consider the creation of the AFI as the final
               subjugation of a women’s leadership grouping that was prominent in the anti-colonial
               movement, but others say it has played a significant role in promoting women’s legal
               and economic rights. In other words, its empowering influence is open to debate.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSOCIATION POUR LA DEFENSE DES INTERETS DES AUTOCHTONES DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (ADIACI)

         
         	ASSOCIATION POUR LA DEFENSE . . . (ADIACI)

         
         	
            Organization formed by Akan group leaders in southeastern Côte d’Ivoire in 1934 and approved by the Popular Front–appointed
               governor in 1937. In 1938, it took a position against the recruitment and retention
               of Dahomeyans and Togolese in administrative positions in Côte d’Ivoire. In this opposition
               to non-Ivoirian employees, the ADIACI appears to have shown the first conscious manifestation
               of an Ivoirian national identity. Composed predominantly of Anyis, the ADIACI opposed the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA) candidates in the election to the French Constitutional Assembly in 1945.
            

            
         

         
         	ASSOUAN, USHER ARSENE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ATCHO, ALBERT (1903–?)

         
         	
            Pastor of the Harrist Church in the village of Bregbo, near Bingerville; he devised a highly systematized method of healing or deliverance through confessions.
               In 1976, John Ahui conceded that while he was the supreme preacher of the Harrist Church, Atcho was
               the successor to William Harris for the ordering of what is good and for combating what is evil. Called a prophet
               by others, Atcho only claimed to be a spiritual leader. He preached individual responsibility
               and encouraged distressed people to find the source of their troubles within themselves.
            

            
         

         
         	ATSAIN, ACHI LAURENT (1951–)

         
         	
            Economist and academic. He was a presidential adviser, then deputy in the Assemblée Nationale and mayor of his hometown of Agou for 10 years. An Attié, he was appointed minister of employment and civil service in the first Henri Konan Bédié government under Prime Minister Kablan Duncan. He is also a member of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
               Board of Trustees and president of the West African Economics Association. Dr. Atsain
               earned his Ph.D. in economics from the State University of New York (SUNY) at Albany.
               He taught at the University of Abidjan and was director of the Centre Ivoirien de Recherches Economiques et Sociales (CIRES)
               for many years. He has published extensively on macroeconomic, regional integration,
               and sustainable development issues in West Africa. He is a consultant to many international
               organizations.
            

            
         

         
         	ATTIÉ (ALSO CALLED AKYE, AKIE, OR ATIE)

         
         	
            A people living north of Abidjan and west of the Comoé River. They are often grouped in the Lagoon Cluster because they speak a language related to other groups in that category. However, they are socially similar to the
               Anyi and Baule and are probably the descendants of one of the original waves of immigrants from
               the east. Unlike the larger Akan groups, the Attié have never been organized into centralized states; the most inclusive
               political unit has been the village, and age grades are important in Attié social cohesion. Attié chiefs signed a treaty with Louis-Léon-César Faidherbe in 1852 but revolted against French rule in 1909. They now number about 100,000 and
               are concentrated around the towns of Adzopé, Akoupé, Affery, and Agou. They are heavily
               Christianized and heavily invested in cocoa and coffee production.
            

            
         

         
         	ATTIÉKÉ

         
         	
            Grated and dried manioc (cassava) that is subsequently steamed; it is a dietary staple of the Anyi, Nzima, and lagoon peoples and those who frequent maquis because it is often the main side dish for kedjénou.
            

            
         

         
         	ATTOBRA, THEODORE KOFFI (1939–2001)

         
         	
            From 1976 to 1981 and again in 1985, he was minister of water and forests. He was
               a deputy and vice president of the Assemblée Nationale from 1980 to 1995 and then a member of the Constitutional Council from 1995 to 1999.
            

            
         

         
         	AURA POKU

         
         	
            According to Baule legend, the founder of their society in Côte d’Ivoire. When Asantehene Osei Tutu
               died in the 18th century, his nephews fought over the succession. One of them, the
               brother of Aura Poku, was killed, and she led a minority group westward from Kumasi
               to the central area of present-day Côte d’Ivoire, where she established the Baule
               state. In Baule legend, she had to sacrifice her infant son to the Comoé River in order for her people to get safe passage across the swollen river with the Asantes
               in hot pursuit. Hence the name Ba ouli, “a child died.” Aura Poku died in 1760 and was buried in her capital, the town of
               Warebo, close to Bouaké. Her very capable niece, Queen Akwa Boni, inherited the throne. When the latter died,
               the kingdom experienced dynastic disputes among the major family heads; the resultant
               lack of unity in the kingdom contributed to the conquest of the Baule by the French
               in the latter half of the 19th century. A critical literary rendition of the legend
               can be found in Veronique Tadjo’s Queen Pokou: Concerto for a Sacrifice.
            

            
         

         
         	AUTORITÉ POUR L’AMENAGEMENT DE LA REGION DU SUD-OUEST (ARSO)

         
         	
            A multi-functional regional agency created in 1968 to develop the area west of the
               Sassandra River. Its mandate included construction of a deepwater port and city of San Pédro; construction of a north–south axis in the Ivoirian west terminating at San Pédro;
               exploitation of forests for timber and development of iron mining; siting of industries
               in San Pédro; creation of agro-industrial complexes based on oil palm, coconuts, and rubber; resettlement of persons displaced by the Kossou Dam reservoir; and attracting of settlers from other areas of the country.
            

            
         

         
         	AUTORITÉ POUR L’AMENAGEMENT DE LA VALLÉE DU BANDAMA (AVB)

         
         	AUTORITÉ POUR L’AMENAGEMENT DE LA VALLÉE DU BANDAMA

         
         	
            A multi-functional regional agency that was responsible for managing the drainage
               area of the Bandama River, with an area of authority covering almost one-eighth of the country. Although
               growing out of the construction and operation of the Kossou Dam, the AVB took on responsibility for the reconstruction and relocation of facilities
               necessitated by the formation of a reservoir of 1,700 square km. The agency eventually
               took charge of the general economic and social development of the area, beginning
               with the relocation of the population displaced by the reservoir. The AVB attempted to convince the dislocated inhabitants
               to move to the thinly populated area around the newly developed port of San Pédro, but only a small proportion of them accepted this agreement.
            

            
             Seventy-four villages were eventually relocated, with a total population of 75,000.
               There were 11,800 “modern” houses (i.e., with permanent walls and roof) constructed
               in new villages with one or more wells, a school, a market, an administrative building,
               a public square, and a sports field. Food was provided in full rations the first year,
               and in supplementary rations the second year by the World Food Programme (WFP) of
               the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO). Originally chartered for 99 years, the
               AVB was terminated after only 11 years (in 1980) for political reasons.
            

            
         

         
         	AUTOROUTE DU NORD

         
         	
            The first Ivoirian superhighway. Completed in 1981, it links Abidjan with N’Douci, a distance of 114 km.
            

            
         

         
         	AVIKAM

         
         	
            Westernmost people of the Lagoon Cluster; they live at the mouth of the Bandama River. They are known variously as Avekom, Avikam, Brignan, Brinya, Avekom, or Gbanda.
               They are close to Akans. In 1993, there were an estimated 21,000 native speakers, mostly in the Grand Lahou region. The current population is estimated to be 33,500. The vast majority of them (90 percent) are Christians,
               80 percent are Roman Catholics. Protestants and independents make up 10 percent each.
               Most of them engage in palm oil production and fishing.
            

            
         

         
         	AYE, HYPPOLITE (1932–)

         
         	
            An Attié medical doctor who served as a member and vice president of the Economic and Social
               Council from 1970; in 1976, he became a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). He received his medical degree from the University of Toulouse along with
               a diploma from the École des Hautes Études en Santé Publique (EHESP) in Rennes, France. From 1963 to 1966, he was director of public and social hygiene at the Directorate
               of Health. In 1966, he became deputy medical superintendent for the Department of
               Pathology in the University Clinics, Abidjan. From 1970 to 1976, he was minister of public health and population, then became
               director of the infectious diseases unit of the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire (CHU)
               in Treichville. He also served as president of the 23rd World Health Assembly in 1970.
            

            
         

         
         	AZAGLO, CORNÉLIUS AUGUSTT YAO (1924–2001)

         
         	
            Ivoirian photographer who is best known for his realistic portraits of the Senufo. Cornélius Azaglo was born and grew up in Pkalémé, Togo. He bought his first camera,
               a Kodak, at age 19. He moved to Bobo Dioulasso, Burkina Faso, where he learned proper photographic techniques from a couple of professional photographers.
               Thereafter, he became obsessed with the art of photography. In 1955, he moved to Côte
               d’Ivoire and settled in Korhogo where he worked on the street. He got around on a bike during the daytime and even
               at night; armed with his camera and a piece of white cloth, he captured remarkably
               accurate images of local residents. For most of the Senufo farmers, this was their
               first-ever encounter with a photographer. In 1958, he opened the “Studio du Nord,”
               Korhogo’s first photographic studio. In 1994, Azaglo’s works were exhibited for the
               first time in the Centre Culturel Français in Abidjan, later in the Centre Pompidou in Paris, and in the Guggenheim Museum in New York.
               Several of his works have sold at auction. A collection of his portraits is available
               in print.
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         	BAILLY, DIGNAN

         
         	
            Candidate for the French Constituent Assembly in 1945. He stood on the ticket of the
               Mouvement Socialist Africain (affiliated with the French Socialist Party–SFIO). The
               MSA also sponsored candidates in opposition to the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in the Territorial Assembly elections of 1957, but they were defeated. Bailly,
               who was born in a village now part of Gagnoa, was a journalist who had lived a number of years in France. His political support was largely drawn from the Bété region around Gagnoa.
            

            
         

         
         	BAKAYOKO, HAMED (1965–)

         
         	
            Journalist-turned-politician. He is the national financial secretary of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). Born in Abidjan, he studied science in secondary school and health science and medicine at the Universities
               of Ouagadougou and Abidjan respectively before turning to journalism, his apparent first love. He
               ran student newspapers in middle school and high school. He was also active in youth
               and student organizations. While studying in Burkina Faso in 1986, he founded the Amicale des Elèves et Etudiants Ivoiriens au Burkina Faso;
               in 1990, he became president of the Jeunesse Estudiantine et Scolaires of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI).
            

            
             Bakayoko has had a relatively meteoric rise to power. In 1991, he took over the directorship
               of Le Patriote newspaper at age 25. Three years later, he became the chief executive officer of
               Radio Nostalgie Côte d’Ivoire. In 2000, he became chief executive officer of Radio
               Nostalgie for the African region. A year later, he served as president of the Conseil
               National des Patrons de Presse de Côte d’Ivoire (CNPPCI). He was appointed to the
               cabinet for the first time in March 2003 as minister of new information technologies
               and communication under the power-sharing reconciliation government headed by Prime
               Minister Seydou Elimane Diarra. Since the elections of 2010, he has become minister of state and minister of the
               interior and security under prime ministers Guillaume Soro, Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio, and now Daniel Kablan Duncan.
            

            
             Indeed, he is the linchpin of state security. He has used his position to hunt down
               all those who pose a threat to the Alassane Ouattara presidency and government with considerable zeal and remarkable success so far. He
               has reported foiled coups against the government. He has apparently sent agents to nab wanted Gbagbo loyalists
               in exile in Ghana, raising kidnapping concerns in Accra. In the process, he has become one of the most
               trusted lieutenants of the president and the first family. He is considered the second
               most powerful person in the government. His apparent professional successes and his
               fun-loving nature have earned him the nickname “Golden Boy.” However, as he is older
               now and apparently harboring presidential ambitions of his own, he has had to stop
               frequenting nightclubs while maintaining his close ties to show business and sporting
               elites.
            

            
         

         
         	BAKAYOKO, SOUMAILA (1955–)

         
         	
            An officer in the national army, General Soumaila Bakayoko switched sides and became
               the chief rebel military commander of the Forces Nouvelles (FN). Within the framework of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) in March 2007, he was given responsibility for securing the electoral process
               by disarming some 26,000 rebel fighters and reintegrating them into Laurent Gbagbo’s defense forces. He was selected by President Alassane Ouattara on 7 July 2011 to replace General Philippe Mangou as the chief of staff of the new national army, the Forces Républicaines de Côte
               d’Ivoire (FRCI). In addition to ensuring national security, he has the herculean task
               of overseeing the disarmament and integration of the rebel soldiers and pro-Gbagbo
               forces into a new, cohesive and effective national army, restoring and maintaining
               stability and professionalism so as to make the defense forces more “republican.”
               See also .
            

            
         

         
         	BAKAYOKO, YOUSSOUF (1943–)

         
         	
            Career diplomat and politician. Youssouf Bakayoko was born in Bouaké. He completed his undergraduate studies at the University of Paris X in 1969; he
               then earned a post-graduate certificate in economic law from the Institut Universitaire
               de Hautes Études Internationales in Geneva in 1971. He joined the Ivoirian Foreign
               Service in 1972 and quickly rose through the diplomatic ranks. He progressed from
               the Conferences and International Meetings desk to the Permanent Mission of Côte d’Ivoire
               to the European Union (EU) and Specialized Agencies in Geneva (1973–76). In 1979, he was posted to the
               embassy in Switzerland, and then to Germany two years later. He was appointed ambassador
               and director of the Caisse de Stabilisation et de Soutien des Prix des Productions Agricoles (CSSPPA or Caistab) in Paris where he served from 1983 to 1990.
            

            
             On his return from his diplomatic mission, Bakayoko was elected mayor of Séguéla in 1990 and served one term, then elected deputy of Séguéla to the Assemblée Nationale, serving as vice president in charge of external relations of the institution from
               1995 to 2000. Bakayoko became Côte d’Ivoire’s chief diplomat, serving as foreign minister
               from 28 December 2005 until 25 February 2010 when he became the consensus president
               of the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI), replacing Robert Beugré Mambé. The CEI was prevented by President Laurent Gbagbo’s loyalists on the commission from declaring the results of the second round of presidential
               elections. Bakayoko broke his silence in a press conference in Paris on 31 December
               and vehemently denied the charges, mostly about bias and irregularities, leveled against
               the commission by ex-president Laurent Gbagbo and his supporters. Bakayoko has kept
               his job as president of the CEI under President Alassane Ouattara.
            

            
         

         
         	BAKWE (BAKOUE, SRIGBE)

         
         	
            A sub-group of the Kru ethnic cluster, thinly spread out in small villages from Soubré to Sassandra. The 1975 census recorded 8,000 self-identified “Bakwe-Ubi”; that number had increased
               to 10,300 by 1993. The current estimate is that there are 15,400 Bakwe, a majority
               of whom (55 percent) are said to be practicing Christians and 4 percent are characterized
               as Evangelical. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	BAMBA, MORIFÉRÉ (1945–)

         
         	
            Pharmacist, academic, and maverick politician. A Malinke, Moriféré Bamba used to belong to the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI); he even served as vice president of the Assemblée Nationale when he was in the legislature from 1986 to 1990. However, when he was detained in
               1989 for possession of leftist documents, he left the PDCI and, in 1993, founded the
               Parti pour le Progrès et le Socialisme (PPS), serving as the party’s secretary general. He was arrested again in 1995 while
               he was contesting a parliamentary seat. He also contested the 2000 presidential elections
               and lost. He parted company with his close ally Laurent Gbagbo in 2000 and, in the 2010 presidential elections, in his capacity as secretary general
               of the PPS and president of the Congrès pour une Alternative Populaire (CAP), which
               is an amalgam of several civil society organizations and political groups, he asked
               Ivoirians to vote for Alassane Ouattara.
            

            
             Moriféré Bamba founded another party, the Rassemblement des Peuples de Côte d’Ivoire
               (RPCI), and was elected its president at its constitutive congress on 26 March 2012.
               According to him, the goal of the party is to remake the left by rallying all true
               democrats and republicans, all the forces on the left, and to better represent the
               opposition. This new political project also subsumes the PPS and the Union des Sociaux
               Démocrates (USD), also founded by Moriféré Bamba. Bamba is apparently concerned that
               the alliance between the PDCI and the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) is leading Côte d’Ivoire down the path to a one-party state. Given Moriféré
               Bamba’s penchant for creating political parties, the “founder of political parties”
               may be an apt label for him.
            

            
         

         
         	BAMBA, NANLO (1916–1980)

         
         	
            Career magistrate, he served as minister of the interior (1966–74) as well as minister
               of state (1976–81). A Tagbana, Nanlo Bamba graduated from the École Normale William Ponty in Dakar. He served in the Bureau des Finances in Abidjan from 1936 to 1946 and in the French colonial administration in Paris (1947–51), in
               Dahomey (now Benin), and in Côte d’Ivoire. He was named deputy prosecutor in Bouaké in 1958, then examining magistrate in Abidjan.
            

            
             From 1959 to 1961, he was staff director for Félix Houphouët-Boigny, then deputy prosecutor for the State Security Court. In 1958, he was named director
               of the steering committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and was director of the National Police from 1960 to 1961. From 1961 to 1963,
               he was assistant staff director and deputy commissioner of the State Security Court
               and assistant prosecutor at that court. He served as minister of justice and keeper
               of the seals from 15 February 1963 to 21 January 1966, before being replaced by Camille Alliali. Nanlo Bamba had a long tenure as minister of the interior (21 January 1966 to 24
               July 1974); he was replaced by Gaston Ouassénan Koné but was then made minister of water and forests from July 1974 to March 1976, replaced
               by Koffi Attobra. Thereafter, he served as minister of state until he passed away
               in 1980.
            

            
             Although he was born in Bouaké, Nanlo Bamba was considered an illustrious son of Niakara in the center-north of
               the country where he was laid to rest in 1980. Indeed, the traditional rulers and
               customary chiefs consider him the founder of the modern city of Niakara, for which
               reason they unanimously petitioned the authorities at the municipal council meeting
               on 8 September 2014 to pay proper homage to him by having a mural with Bamba’s effigy
               built at the entrance to the city. They also recommended the very first public primary
               school located in the “Habitat” quarter of Niakara be named after him. Incidentally,
               there is a Collège Nanlo Bamba in Korhogo. Véronique Domekera Nanlo Bamba, his widow, only passed away on 24 November 2012,
               at 89 years old.
            

            
         

         
         	BAMBA-LAMINE, AFFOUSSIATA (1970–)

         
         	
            A young lawyer and up-and-coming politician. The daughter of Moriféré Bamba, she completed her undergraduate studies at the Université Robert Schumann in Strasbourg;
               she holds a master’s degree in law from University of Paris X and a doctorate in comparative
               and international private law from University of Nancy II. From 1997 to 2001, she
               practiced law with Groupe Saur-Société du Groupe Bouygues. She has been a member of
               the bar in Paris since 2001. From 2002 to 2005, she was legal counselor to the minister
               of state in the Ministry of Communication in Côte d’Ivoire; then from 2007 to 2012,
               she served in the prime minister’s office, where she was assistant director of legal
               affairs and a member of the Comité d’Evaluation et d’Accompagnement (CEA) of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA).
            

            
             During the post-election crisis, she served as special adviser to Guillaume Soro on issues related to crisis management and specifically on communication with Europe
               and the United States as well as the restoration of state authority nationally. In
               April 2012, she was elected deputy on the ticket of the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) to the Assemblée Nationale by the voters of Abobo. At the Assemblée Nationale, she was elected president of the Commission des Affaires
               Générales et Institutionnelles. Since 22 November 2012, she has served as minister
               of communication with responsibility for reforming the media.
            

            
         

         
         	BAMBARA

         
         	
            An important culture of the Manding or Mandé grouping that was once predominantly non-Muslim. The Bambara are centered
               in Mali, with only a small population extending into northwest Côte d’Ivoire. Muslims
               of other Mandé-language groups tend to refer to non-Muslims generally as “Bambara.”
               However, the Bambara in Côte d’Ivoire are overwhelmingly Muslim.
            

            
         

         
         	BANANAS

         
         	
            Grown in southern Côte d’Ivoire on large plantations, originally owned by Europeans,
               who began planting for export to diversify production after the crisis of 1930. The
               first limited export of bananas occurred in the same year. Production stopped almost
               totally during World War II, and most plantations were abandoned. They were revived in the late 1950s, and most
               banana planters are now Ivoirians. The Giant Cavendish variety of bananas produced
               in the country is geared toward export. Between 1963 and 1980, the volume of production
               was between 120,000 and 140,000 tons a year. The severe drought of 1971–73 and the
               torrential downpours of 1975 contributed to the relative stagnation of the sector
               during that period.
            

            
             In 1977, there were 10,000 hectares of banana plantations; today, the area under
               cultivation has been reduced to roughly 5,500 hectares, roughly 4 percent of the 135,000
               hectares that are devoted to the cultivation of tropical fruits in general. Even the
               expansion that the government had anticipated under the 1980 10-year development plan
               did not pan out. Instead of an expanded export of 180,000 tons of bananas by 1989,
               exports actually plummeted to a low of 78,000 tons in 1983. The decline was attributable
               to a combination of several factors, including lack of technical know-how and training,
               drought conditions, lack of access to capital, and poor marketing. Not surprisingly,
               most smallholders exited banana production. Capital remains a major bottleneck. As
               one producer lamented in 2010, “Banana production is a matter of ‘big money.’ That
               is why there aren’t many of us. Even here, you realize that it is Westerners who have
               the largest plantations. To grow bananas on one hectare takes about 15 million F CFA
               (some $33,300).” By any measure, this is a considerable sum of money that is beyond
               the reach of most smallholders.
            

            
             The bottom line is that production has fluctuated from year to year. The country
               produced 283,114 tons in 1998, then 316,300 tons in 1999, bumped production up to
               319,726 tons in 2002, then fell to an estimated 235,00 tons for a few years from 2006.
               Nevertheless, Côte d’Ivoire is already Africa’s largest banana exporter. It shipped
               339,000 tons in 2012. This output represented an increase of 6 percent. Eighty percent
               of Côte d’Ivoire’s exports are destined for the European Union (EU) market. Within
               the EU, Belgium, Holland, and Germany are beginning to rival France and the United
               Kingdom as the preferred destination. In the last couple of decades, average annual
               production has hovered around 250,000 tons. The West African sub-region absorbs the
               remaining 15 to 20 percent of export production, especially Senegal. The country has
               made efforts to export to the Libyan market as well.
            

            
             Because the potential exists for increased production of bananas, there is renewed
               interest by Ivoirian investors, the government, and development partners. In collaboration
               with the Organisation des Producteurs Exportateurs de Bananes, d’Ananas, de Mangues
               et d’Autre Fruits d’Exportation de Côte d’Ivoire (OBAM-CI), and with the support of
               the European Union, the government has launched an ambitious program seeking to transform
               northern Côte d’Ivoire into a significant producer of dessert bananas for export.
               Launched on 19 February 2014, the Bandama banana cultivation project will encompass
               500 ha along the Bandama River and around the village of Nabedjakaha. The pilot phase
               consisting of 50 ha of land is to be cultivated by OBAM-CI. When completed at a total
               cost of $98 million in 2019, it is expected to provide permanent employment for 700
               rural residents. The economic growth and development created by the project is expected
               to have a positive impact on the livelihoods of an additional 4,000 people in surrounding
               rural communities. The 500 ha of banana plantations are expected to produce 21,000
               tons of dessert bananas by 2019. It will be accompanied by social projects such as
               schools, clinics, and housing for local communities. Refer to table 1 on page 62.
            

            
         

         
         	BANDAMA RIVER

         
         	
            Often referred to as the Bandama Blanc, it is the longest river in Côte d’Ivoire.
               It drains about half the area of the country as it journeys 800 km from north to south,
               and this makes it by far the most important river in Côte d’Ivoire. The Bandama River
               is actually created by two rivers, the Marahoué (or Bandama Rouge) River to the east
               and the Nzi River to the west. They converge in a single stream for about 96 kilometers,
               with a mouth in the Tagba Lagoon across from Grand Lahou. The Bandama enters the ocean through a gap between barrier islands. It is navigable
               by small craft for roughly 48 to 64 kilometers inland. Since independence, the Bandama
               has been dammed at several points to provide hydroelectric power to the country. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	BANGUI (BANDJI)

         
         	
            Palm wine, produced generally from native oil palms (outside plantations) and consumed widely in coastal regions of Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	BANKING

         
         	
            For most of the independence period, there were four commercial banks in Côte d’Ivoire:
               Banque Internationale pour l’Afrique Occidentale (BIAO), Banque Internationale pour
               le Commerce et l’Industrie de la Côte d’Ivoire (BICICI), Société Générale des Banques
               en Côte d’Ivoire (SGBCI), and Société Ivoirienne de Banque (SIB). French nationals
               hold a controlling interest in all four. The Banque Atlantique de Côte d’Ivoire (BACI),
               founded in 1979, is the first with a majority of the capital held by Ivoirians. Today,
               there are about 20 major banks in the country, including Bridge Bank-Côte d’Ivoire,
               Banque pour le Financement de l’Agriculture, Banque Régionale de Solidarité-Côte d’Ivoire,
               Banque Nationale d’Investissement, Banque de l’Habitat de Côte d’Ivoire, Citibank,
               Ecobank Côte d’Ivoire, Standard Chartered Bank Côte d’Ivoire, Export-Import Bank of
               Korea-Côte d’Ivoire, and Banque Central des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO).
            

            
             The Ivoirian banking system is relatively efficient, and bank personnel are generally
               professional and courteous. However, the banking sector was the object of intense
               contestation during the post-election crisis, leading to the sector’s virtual paralysis.
               While the government managed to keep paying the salaries of civil servants and the
               army, most of the ATM cash machines in Abidjan were out of cash or out of commission. Thus, it was impossible to cash checks or
               salaries for several weeks. On 18 February 2011, the government of Laurent Gbagbo nationalized international banks, including Citibank, one of the country’s most reliable
               long-term investors and the largest corporate financier of Ivoirian oil and gas operations,
               and the third-largest financier of cocoa exports. The government was reacting to the decision taken by Standard Chartered,
               BNP Paribas, Société Générale, and Citibank to suspend operations the previous day.
               Luckily, the post-election crisis was reasonably short-lived so that the banking system
               is quickly healing, although lending for entrepreneurs to invest in small and medium-size
               enterprises (SMEs) remains sluggish and uncertain.
            

            
         

         
         	BANNY, JEAN KONAN

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	BANQUE CENTRALE DES ÉTATS DE L’AFRIQUE DE L’OUEST (BCEAO)

         
         	
            Established in Paris in 1958, this institution replaced the Institut d’Emission de
               l’Afrique Occidentale Française et du Togo in 1959 as bank of issue for the Communauté Financière Africaine (CFA) franc, the common currency of Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau,
               Mali, Niger, Senegal, and Togo. The members belong to the West African Economic and
               Monetary Union (WAEMU) as established by the treaty of 20 January 2007. This latest
               treaty replaced that of 14 November 1973. The central bank of these West African states
               (BCEAO) is responsible for managing the common currency and the official foreign exchange
               reserves of member states as well as defining and implementing their common monetary
               policy. The BCEAO is also charged with ensuring the stability of the banking system of WAEMU and promoting the smooth operation, supervision, and safety of payment
               systems in the community.
            

            
             The governor of the BCEAO is responsible for the overall direction of the central
               bank. The governor chairs the Monetary Policy Committee and the board of directors.
               He prepares and implements the decisions of these bodies. The governor is appointed
               by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of member states to a renewable term
               of six years. Ordinarily, the mandate of the governor is irrevocable except in cases
               of gross misconduct or incapacity. The Ivoirian influence over the appointment of
               governor of the bank appears preponderant as several of the governors have either
               been Ivoirian (in recent years, from Charles Konan Banny and Philippe Henry Dacoury-Tabley to Meyliet Tiémoko Koné) or have had the clear
               blessing of the Ivoirian president (Alassane Ouattara).
            

            
             During Côte d’Ivoire’s post-election crisis, the banking system became an arena of
               intense contestation. President Alassane Ouattara, a former governor of the BCEAO
               himself, sought to squeeze Laurent Gbagbo financially by starving him of state funds. He succeeded in getting the BCEAO to
               impose a ban on access to Ivoirian state funds by Gbagbo. When it came to light that
               Governor Philippe-Henri Dakoury-Tabley, a staunch ally of Gbagbo, was circumventing
               the directive, he was forced to resign from his position. President Ouattara was allowed
               to simply name his successor, the current governor, Meyliet Kone Tiemoko.
            

            
         

         
         	BARRY-BATTESTI, ANGE-FRANÇOIS (1932–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian cabinet minister of Afro-European extraction. Barry-Battesti attended the
               Universities of Dakar and Grenoble. From 1965 to 1968, he was director of the Lycée
               Technique in Abidjan, then became deputy director for technical and vocational training. From 1970 to
               1983, he was minister of technical education and vocational training. He then served
               as minister of public works, transportation, construction, postal service, and telecommunications
               (1983–90). In a recent (2 October 2013) FratMat newspaper interview of former ministers at his home in Cocody, Barry-Battesti revealed that he taught at the Lycée Technique in Abidjan; he was
               also the very first headmaster of Côte d’Ivoire. He also has a degree in physical
               education. At 80 years of age, he was still standing on his feet. He credits his longevity
               to the fact that he started working out diligently when he was 18. He has a gym in
               his house and exercises three to four times a week for two to three hours at a time.
               He also does not drink or smoke. As a result, he has never had a heart problem. He
               insists he is alive and well and that he lives a simple life, reflecting a lot on
               his life, about what he was able to accomplish during 20 years in government service
               and what more he could have done. He takes pride in the fact that he “did not run
               after money.”
            

            
         

         
         	BASILIQUE NOTRE DAME DE LA PAIX DE YAMOUSSOUKRO (OUR LADY OF PEACE BASILICA)

         
         	BASILIQUE NOTRE DAME DE LA PAIX DE YAMOUSSOUKRO

         
         	
            Imposing Roman Catholic church built in record time between 1985 and 1989 in Yamoussoukro at the personal initiative of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, executed by French-Lebanese architect Pierre Fakhoury, and consecrated by Pope John
               Paul II on 10 September 1990. It seats 7,000 comfortably, with standing room for an
               additional 11,000 people. The granite and marble plaza stretches over 2.83 ha and
               is able to seat 300,000 people. The gleaming dome with copper-topped cross rises 120
               meters surrounded by 250 columns, some of which are 30 meters high. The basilica is
               constructed entirely of marble imported from Italy and decorated with 7,800 square
               meters of stained-glass windows from France. The president is featured prominently in a stained-glass window scene of Jesus and
               the Apostles inside the basilica. In another stained-glass scene, he is depicted as
               one of the three Magi, kneeling as he offers a gift to Jesus seated on a donkey. The
               basilica cost $300 million to construct (although estimates vary from $100 million
               to $300 million), with an estimated maintenance cost of 400 million F CFA annually.
            

            
             It is the largest Christian church in the world, eclipsing St. Peter’s in Rome. There
               are two smaller buildings nearby, a rectory and a papal villa, for when the pope visits.
               The basilica is the object of some controversy because of the expense involved; there
               are those who argue that a developing country should have other priorities for its
               scarce resources. The president was a wealthy man, but his claim that he paid for
               the construction entirely from his personal coffers stretches credulity. Although
               some saw the basilica as a monument to megalomania, the president saw it as a monument
               to God and country, which should have been twice as grand and twice as beautiful if
               he had greater means. Whether the Vatican was rather embarrassed by the “gift” of
               the basilica or not, as some have suggested because it took three months to make up
               its mind about accepting it, it did so in July 1988. The Vatican extracted a commitment
               from President Houphouët-Boigny to build a hospital to serve the surrounding poor
               community. Money for the hospital apparently sat in an account at the Vatican for
               more than 15 years. Construction finally began in 2012 and was only completed in January
               2015. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	BAULE (BAOULE)

         
         	
            An ethnic group traditionally located near the geographical center of Côte d’Ivoire,
               between the Comoé and Bandama Rivers. The Baule are one of the Akan groups whose common language (Twi) and culture extend over most of Ghana and the southeastern quarter of Côte d’Ivoire. The Joshua Project puts their number
               at 4,017,000, roughly 19 percent of the Ivoirian population. While this makes the Baule the largest ethnic group, they play a role in politics
               and the economy out of proportion to their numbers.
            

            
             Their oral history describes the Baule as a minority faction in Ashanti political
               struggles of the 18th century. When Asantehene Osei Tutu died, his two nephews are
               said to have fought over the succession. When one of them was killed, his sister,
               Aura Poku, led the group that was to become the Baule westward to their present location, where
               they defeated and, to a degree, incorporated the inhabitants already there. However,
               Timothy C. Weiskel cautions us to be skeptical of the emphasis in such myths on “royal
               origins, massive migration, miraculous escape, and resounding military conquest.”
               He suggests that the migrants were limited in number and moved gradually rather than
               in a dramatic wave, and that they absorbed many of the previous inhabitants as they
               defeated them. Furthermore, he attributes less importance to military victory and
               more to establishment and control of emerging trading patterns in the area as the
               key to ultimate Baule dominance.
            

            
             In the 19th century, the Baule achieved a middleman position in trade between the
               savanna and the coast. As these north–south trade links developed, the Baule migration
               followed them south as far as the confluence of the Comoé and Nzi Rivers. At the same
               time, they prevented Dyula traders from going farther south, or the Alladians, Nzima, or Avikam from trading farther north than Tiassalé. During this period, Baule socio-political organization, if it had closely resembled
               that of the Akan peoples to the east, became less hierarchical. By the late 19th century, the Baule
               had become more or less stateless, with no authority beyond the village, and often,
               the extended family level. Furthermore, institutionalized rules of political succession
               were very weak, so that authority derived from achievements in trade and in forming
               cross-family and cross-village alliances. Maurice Delafosse characterized the Baule
               political structure as “anarchy.”
            

            
             The Baule strongly resisted colonial rule, having first believed the French presence
               to be temporary. They were brutally suppressed by Governor Gabriel Angoulvant in 1902 (the N’Gban and Nanafuwe) and 1909 (the Akuwe). In the contemporary situation,
               the Baule occupy a position of prominence, given that their numbers have included
               both the late president Félix Houphouët-Boigny and his successor Henri Konan Bédié. Although Houphouët-Boigny was always a skillful manipulator of ethnic arithmetic,
               the Baule have unquestionably achieved positions of influence in state and society
               out of proportion to their numbers in the country.
            

            
             The Baule are well known for their art, which is reflected in diverse styles of wood carving, especially of statuettes,
               masks, and wooden doors, and in bronze casting that demonstrates their close relationship
               to the Asante. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	“BAULE V”

         
         	
            Term given to the area between the N’zi and Bandama Rivers as they come together south of Toumodi. It is a projection of the savanna into the forest latitude, so that the distance
               across the forest from the confluence of the rivers to the ocean is less than 120
               kilometers. This was the southernmost area of Baule occupation in their 18th-century
               expansion.
            

            
         

         
         	BÉCHIO, JEAN-JACQUES (1949–)

         
         	
            He has been aptly described as a political nomad. This enigmatic politician was born
               in Grand Bassam of Attié ethnicity. Jean-Jacques Béchio (or JJB as he is popularly known) attended the Lycée
               Classique in Abidjan where he first met Simone Ehivet, the future spouse of Laurent Gbagbo, and, after his bac (high school diploma), studied law at the University of Abidjan and the École Nationale d’Administration (ENA), where he specialized in
               international relations with a concentration in diplomacy of the Middle and Far East.
               At the beginning of the 1970s, he became secretary general of the Mouvement des Etudiants et Elèves de Côte d’Ivoire (MEECI).
            

            
             After his studies, Jean-Jacques Béchio joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For
               his first overseas assignment, he was posted to Tehran, as first counselor at the
               embassy. When the Shah of Iran was overthrown, he was reassigned to Pakistan. He returned
               to Côte d’Ivoire and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the end of the 1970s, serving
               in different capacities, including as technical adviser to the minister, chief of
               staff of the Ministry of Public Service, and secretary general in charge of administrative
               reform.
            

            
             At the age of 34, Jean-Jacques Béchio was made minister of the public service and
               spokesperson of the government. He served seven years from 10 November 1983 to 30
               November 1990. He was a member of the Economic and Social Council from 1982 and of
               the Central Committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). He endeared himself to Ivoirians for his frankness and probity, as well as
               his vigorous campaign against absenteeism and embezzlement of public funds. As minister,
               he restructured the public administration and exposed the corrupt practice of payments to ghost workers. In 1990, Jean-Jacques Béchio was appointed
               ambassador to the United Nations in New York where he presided over the Security Council
               resolutions against Iraq before the First Gulf War. He returned to Abidjan in 1993
               and became special adviser to Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara until the latter resigned following the death of Félix Houphouët-Boigny in December 1993.
            

            
             The Béchio-Ouattara collaboration was renewed when they both joined the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) in opposition to Henri Konan Bédié in 1994. Béchio’s travails did not end with Bédié’s overthrow, however. He was a target
               of both General Robert Guéï’s military junta and Laurent Gbagbo’s government. In 2001, he was held in the basement
               of the presidency for six months under apparently deplorable conditions, accused of
               possession of arms and of plotting against the government. This alleged plot was dubbed
               the “complot de la cabine téléphonique.” He was later released for lack of evidence, but he was under constant threat. Not
               a month went by without his house being searched.
            

            
             Béchio was visiting a friend in Gabon when the September 2002 rebellion started.
               He lived in Libreville for a while and then in exile in Dakar. He ended his five-year
               exile and returned to Abidjan in May 2007. However, in June 2007, he ended his membership
               of the RDR and, together with a few other disgruntled RDR colleagues, founded the
               Alliance pour la Nouvelle Côte d’Ivoire (ANCI), serving as the party’s secretary general.
               The ANCI disintegrated under intense pressure to support one of the major parties
               in the run-up to the 2010 presidential elections. The party could not reach a consensus
               on what to do or which party to ally with or which candidate to support. When Fofana
               Zemogo, the ANCI’s president and former deputy secretary of the RDR, decided in January
               2010 to return to the RDR and support Alassane Ouattara for the 2010 presidential
               elections, Béchio took over as president. However, he abandoned the ANCI and, on 5
               October 2010, founded a new party called plainly the Parti pour la Côte d’Ivoire (PCI).
               He decided to back Laurent Gbagbo in the elections. He and his cousin Geneviève Bro-Grébé
               were among those who were rounded up at the presidential palace on 11 April 2011.
               He was badly maltreated while he was in the custody of Alassane Ouattara’s forces.
               From the Golf Hotel, he was sent to the northern city of Katiola and only released on bail on 20 December 2012 after 20 months in prison.
            

            
             Béchio’s Parti pour la Côte d’Ivoire joined forces with the opposition Alliance des
               Forces Démocratiques de Côte d’Ivoire until 8 August 2014 when he wrote a letter of
               resignation to Pascal Affi N’Guessan to explain why he was withdrawing from the alliance. Like Moriféré Bamba, Jean-Jacques Béchio appears to have a penchant for forming political parties.
            

            
         

         
         	BÉDIÉ, HENRI KONAN

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	BELKIRI, ALAIN (1921–)

         
         	
            Secretary general of the government of Côte d’Ivoire. According to Marcel Amondji, he is of Algerian descent and had been “on loan” to Côte d’Ivoire from France from before independence on 20 May 1958 until 30 November 1990.
            

            
         

         
         	BENG (BEN, NGAN, GAN, NGEN)

         
         	
            A small ethnic group (about 17,000) of the southern or peripheral Mandé branch of the Manding language cluster, inhabiting the sub-prefecture of M’Bahiakro. Originally hunter-gatherers
               and subsistence yam (their traditional staple) farmers, they have entered into the cash economy; they now produce cash crops including coffee, cashews, peanuts, rice, and cocoa. The Beng are divided into two kingdoms, one in the savanna, one in the forest. Their
               immediate neighbors are the Jemini, Baule, and Ano. They live in small mud-brick homes. Their traditional religion centers
               on worship of the earth, of forest spirits, and, less importantly, of ancestors. Slightly
               more than half of them are Muslim, although they often mix animistic beliefs with
               Islamic practice.
            

            
         

         
         	BERTIN, KOUADIO KONAN (1968–)

         
         	
            Young maverick politician. He was born in Lakota, his mother’s hometown, although
               his father was from Bocanda. Both of his parents are deceased. He attended the Lycée
               Classique Moderne of Bouaké. At the University of Abidjan, he studied German and earned an MA in the language in 1995 from the same university,
               specializing in business communication. He proclaims proudly that he is a product
               of a purely Ivoirian public education system before “the crisis.” Since December 2011,
               Kouadio Konan Bertin, or KKB as he is popularly known, has been a deputy in the Assemblée Nationale, elected from Port-Bouët on the ticket of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), a party with which he has been affiliated since he was in elementary school.
            

            
             However, he came of political age in 1990 at the time of the political opening that
               witnessed the birth not only of multi-partyism, but also the emergence of the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI), which he considered the excrescence of the emerging opposition political
               parties in the university setting. He felt that FESCI lacked an appreciation for what
               President Félix Houphouët-Boigny had done for the education of young Ivoirians. For that reason, in 1990, he set out
               to oppose the federation by founding the Jeunesse Universitaire et Scolaire du PDCI-RDA
               with a few colleagues. In 1991 in Yamoussoukro, this student movement became the Jeunesse
               du Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (JPDCI). KKB was leader of the JPDCI branches
               in the dormitories in Port-Bouet and Vridi, then became national president in June
               2003 and served until 2014.
            

            
             Kouadio Konan Bertin is also a member of the Political Bureau of the PDCI as well
               as a member of the general secretariat. Yet he is one of two or three party leaders
               who are defying the “Appel de Daoukro” and seeking the nomination of the PDCI to contest
               the 2015 presidential election rather than hand over the election to President Alassane Ouattara. He refuses to make the reelection of Ouattara a coronation. He argues that the PDCI
               should be fighting to come back to power and not play second fiddle to the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). He announced his candidacy in November 2014 and confirmed that he would be
               a candidate with or without the PDCI.
            

            
             KKB has been a maverick in other ways as well. He was the first politician from the
               opposition to visit Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé at The Hague on 24–25 October 2014. He reported that when he and Gbagbo saw each other,
               they embraced and started crying. KKB said he came to Paris for a medical checkup
               and could not come so close without coming to express his sympathy at the terrible
               loss of the mother of a former head of state. Of his meeting with Blé Goudé, he said
               it was as though two long lost brothers had found each other. He added that Blé Goudé
               confided, “KKB, this is not a place for me, and you know it, so do all you can to
               get me out of here.” He also contested the presidency of the PDCI against the incumbent
               president of the party, Henri Konan Bédié. Then he boycotted the Assemblée Nationale vote on the law on the new Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI) with eight other
               deputies. He has been described variously as “the nightmare” for the government and
               in Konan Bédié’s camp as “ungrateful.”
            

            
         

         
         	BÉTÉ (MAGWE)

         
         	
            An ethnic group speaking a Kru language concentrated in about 800 villages in the triangle among the cities of Daloa, Soubré, and Gagnoa. The Bété are thought to have migrated from the west in the 17th century, displacing
               Gagu, Dida, and Guro peoples already in the area. These ancient warrior hunters are patrilineal, patrilocal,
               and virilocal in social organization, yet demonstrate great variation in other aspects
               of social structure and cultural patterns. There may be as many as 93 distinct groups
               within the Bété polity. Still, in the period since independence, there has been a
               heightened self-awareness among those who call themselves Bété. According to Jean-Paul
               Chauveau and Jean-Pierre Dozon, the term “Bété” was not used before the colonial era
               and originated as a designation for people working on the plantations of southeastern
               Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             The Bété did not enter into regional commercial exchange until the mid-19th century,
               then at the initiative of neighboring peoples and Europeans. Their last armed resistance
               against colonial rule was put down in 1906. Since the colonial era, outsiders, both
               European and African, have held pejorative stereotypes of the Bété. During the colonial
               period, martial and hunting activities were replaced by coffee and cocoa farming. This, in turn, brought a substantial immigration of “Dyulas,” Voltaics, and Baules that has continued up to the present. At the same time, many Bétés have moved to
               the coast, particularly to Abidjan. Thus, the population of the traditional Bété region has perhaps equal numbers of Bétés and foreigners
               (about 400,000 of each). The Bété identity is now influenced more by these indigenous/outsider
               and rural/urban contrasts than by pre-colonial factors. In the 1975 census, there
               were about 320,000 self-identified Bétés throughout the country. Their number is currently
               around 825,000.
            

            
             The Bété home region has been the locus of periodic upheavals, including a rebellion
               against the rule of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny and Baule dominance that was brutally suppressed in 1970 in Gagnoa. Two of their
               most visible contemporary leaders, namely Charles Blé Goudé and Laurent Gbagbo, are imbued with the same rebellious spirit; they seem to almost relish their fight
               with the international community. Because of these two leaders, the Bété community
               was the target of attacks by pro-Ouattara militias and the Front Républicain de Côte
               d’Ivoire (FRCI) when Gbagbo’s attempt to cling to power was ended on 11 April 2011.
               See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	BEUGRE ORACLE

         
         	
            An oracle located in the vicinity of the village of Beugre in the lower Cavally region
               of southern Côte d’Ivoire. He was known in 1891 and in 1909–10 to have counseled the
               Baule to resist French advances. The oracle seems to have influenced a wide range of ethnic
               groups, notably through the area in which the Harrist movement was to have its greatest
               impact shortly thereafter. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	BILLON, JEAN-LOUIS (1964–)

         
         	
            Entrepreneur, business manager, and politician. He was born in Bouaké into a prominent business family. He attended primary and secondary school in Abidjan. He pursued further studies in France where he received a master’s degree in law from the University of Montpellier. He
               also graduated from the Institut des Hautes Études de Défense Nationale en France
               (IHEDN). He proceeded to the United States and attended the University of Miami in
               Florida where he received an MA in international business.
            

            
             He began his career in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, working for Grace Cocoa. He returned
               to Côte d’Ivoire in 1995 as secretary general of the agro-industrial company, the
               SIFCA group, founded by his father, Pierre Billon, which currently employs 17,000
               people. In 2000, he became the chief executive officer of the company. When his father
               died in December 2001, Jean-Louis Billon succeeded him as chairman of the board and
               general manager of SIFCA and SIFCOM. He served in that capacity until 2012.
            

            
             In addition to his business responsibilities, Jean-Louis Billon has assumed other
               roles. In 2001, he was not only named to the Economic and Social Council, but he was
               also elected mayor of Dabakala, his father’s hometown. In 2002, he was elected president
               of the Ivoirian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) and vice president of the regional
               chamber of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU). He was also instrumental
               in the creation of the Convention de la Société Civile Ivoirienne (CSCI), the umbrella
               civil society organization which was launched in 2003 following the outbreak of the first civil war and whose primary goal was to search for peace and stability in Côte d’Ivoire again.
               Jean-Louis Billon is a member of several professional organizations, including the
               Fédération des Industries et des Services de Côte d’Ivoire and the Confédération Générale
               de Côte d’Ivoire. He serves on the board of the Banque Unie pour l’Afrique (BUA).
            

            
             On 13 December 2007, he became the cheerleader-in-chief of the national team, the
               Eléphants, and chair of the Comité National de Soutien aux Éléphants (CNSE). He stepped
               down on 27 June 2010 following the World Cup campaign in South Africa and the return
               of the supporters. A member of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), Jean-Louis Billon has been a minister of commerce, crafts, and small and medium-size
               enterprise promotion since he was appointed on 22 November of 2012. He has been described
               as someone who is not afraid to speak truth to power, no matter whom it angers. According
               to the Economist, he is one of the few Ivoirians in government who genuinely believes in the free
               market and liberal values.
            

            
         

         
         	BINGER, LOUIS-GUSTAVE (1856–1936)

         
         	
            French explorer; he traveled from Niger to the city of Kong signing protectorate treaties as part of the 1885 Congress of Berlin agreement that
               required effective occupation of claimed territories. In Kong in 1889, he met Marcel Treich-Laplène who was working in the north on a similar mission. Binger was named the first governor
               of the autonomous French colony of Côte d’Ivoire in 1893. He served in that capacity
               until 1895. His two-volume account of his travels is an important historical source.
            

            
         

         
         	BINGERVILLE

         
         	
            Historic city in southeast Côte d’Ivoire, lying on the Ebrié Lagoon about 18 km from Abidjan. It is surrounded by cocoa and coffee plantations. Originally a market town, it became the colonial capital of Côte d’Ivoire
               from 1900 to 1934, when the capital was moved to Abidjan. It is named after Louis-Gustave Binger. Because of its proximity to Abidjan and the existence of a good connecting road,
               Bingerville has become a residential community for people working in Abidjan. It is
               estimated that one-fifth of the population works professionally in Abidjan. Since 1975, the population has continued to grow.
               It went from 18,000 to 35,000 in 1998. In 2010, the population was estimated at 50,000.
            

            
             The growth of the city and its westward expansion has been so remarkable that it
               has almost merged with Abidjan-Cocody. Like Grand Bassam, Bingerville has a number of colonial-era buildings. It is also famous for its large
               botanical garden and its school of African art where artisans can be observed plying their craft. It has a national boys’ orphanage
               that is housed in the former colonial governor’s mansion. Bingerville is also home
               to the military academy known as the École Militaire Préparatoire Technique (EMPT).
            

            
         

         
         	BINZÈME, KOUAMÉ

         
         	
            Ivoirian lawyer and early politician. An Anyi from Aboisso, he went to work for G. E. Vilasco, an Ivoirian merchant, after elementary school,
               before going to France to pursue further education. After completing his secondary education in France, he wrote to the governor general
               of French West Africa asking for help to finance his university education. (The governor
               general had apparently no idea that an Ivoirian student was studying in France). Binzème
               returned to Côte d’Ivoire in 1935 and teamed up with Vilasco to establish a newspaper,
               the Eclaireur de la Côte d’Ivoire, with a Senegalese, Amadou Seye, as director. The Eclaireur went out of business the same year, and Binzème returned to France to continue his
               studies. Upon his return to Côte d’Ivoire in 1947, he founded a second newspaper,
               Le Progressiste, in 1947.
            

            
             In 1945, Binzème was the candidate of the Comité d’Action Patriotique de la Côte
               d’Ivoire in the first election to the French Constituent Assembly. His support was
               largely limited to some Anyi and Nzima. He had been active in the Association of African Students in France, and on his
               return to Côte d’Ivoire he tried to create a planters’ cooperative in the Anyi region.
               He was a founding member of the Parti Progressiste de la Côte d’Ivoire (PPCI) in 1946;
               the party was led by Binzème and other Anyi intellectuals but was sponsored by the
               colonial administration and received financial support from French colons. He ran again, unsuccessfully, in the second Constituent Assembly election that year;
               he received only 357 votes compared to Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s 23,271. Binzème was the first Ivoirian to practice law, but he did so in France,
               not in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	BISSOUMA TAPÉ, ALPHONSE (1932–2013)

         
         	
            A member and, later, president of the Compagnons de l’Aventure 46. He studied chemical engineering, specializing in natural rubber; he served as secretary general of the Société Africaine des Plantations d’Hévéa
               (SAPH) but was probably better known as the technical director and manager of the
               national soccer team from 1965 to 1974. He was an official of the Union Générales des Etudiants de la Côte d’Ivoire (UGECI) and an outspoken critic of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in the late 1950s. However, he was brought into the fold following his election
               to the Assemblée Nationale on the PDCI slate in 1960 from Issia and was appointed secretary of the Economic
               and Financial Committee. He was subsequently brought into the PDCI Political Bureau
               in 1966, then into the government from 23 September 1968 to 5 January 1970, as minister
               delegate to the Ministry of Youth, Sports, and Popular Education. He was also elected
               mayor of Issia and served as vice president of the Union des Villes et Communes de
               Côte d’Ivoire (UVICOCI). He was decorated as Commander of the National Order.
            

            
         

         
         	BLÉ GOUDÉ, CHARLES (1972–)

         
         	
            Firebrand leader of the “Jeunes Patriotes” and former secretary general of the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI). An ethnic Bété, like Laurent Gbagbo, he was born in Guibéroua in the center-west of the country. He joined the National
               Bureau of the FESCI in 1996 and served as the secretary general from 1998 to 2000,
               succeeding Guillaume Soro. During his tenure, he positioned the student federation squarely behind Laurent
               Gbagbo and his Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). In August 1999, he was arrested and charged with disturbing public order.
               He was serving time in Abidjan’s maximum-security prison when he was rushed to the hospital with respiratory problems
               in late September. The opposition newspapers published iconic photographs of Blé Goudé
               chained to his hospital bed. In June 2001, he founded the Congrès Panafricain des
               Jeunes et des Patriotes (COJEP), a movement against imperialism and neo-colonialism.
               In the same year, he graduated from the University of Abidjan-Cocody with a degree in English and enrolled in a master’s degree program in conflict resolution
               in Manchester University in the United Kingdom.
            

            
             A week following the outbreak of the rebellion against Gbagbo in September 2002,
               he abandoned his studies and returned to Abidjan to wage war against the rebellion.
               He brought together several youth movements under the Alliance des Jeunes Patriotes
               pour le Sursaut National. His ability to mobilize thousands of young people for street
               protests in support of Gbagbo and the FPI and against Ouattara and the rebels earned
               him the popular nickname “street general.” He and his Jeunes Patriotes also became
               unabashedly anti-French; he called for the withdrawal of French peacekeepers from
               Côte d’Ivoire in January 2004 and staged a massive sit-in protest outside the headquarters
               of the 43rd Bataillon d’Infanterie de Marine (BIMA) in Port-Bouët in June.
            

            
             When government warplanes bombed rebel and French positions in Bouaké on 4 November 2004, killing nine French soldiers, and the French retaliated with
               deliberate speed on 6 November by destroying the Ivoirian air force fleet, Blé Goudé,
               aided by Ivoirian state broadcasters and pro-government newspapers, urged “patriots”
               to take to the streets to defend the nation. Again, a couple thousand youths responded.
               They attempted to seize the airport and downtown Abidjan controlled by the French
               Licorne but failed. They looted and torched French homes, businesses, and institutions
               (French schools for example), prompting the evacuation of some 8,000 nationals from
               63 countries. Dozens of Jeunes Patriotes were killed or injured in clashes with French
               peacekeepers. The scenes were repeated during four days of violent protests in January
               2006 during the confusion over the international community’s stance on the status
               of the deputies of the Assemblée Nationale since their terms had expired at the end of December 2005 without a new election.
            

            
             Blé Goudé is essentially a two-faced Janus. While he continued to personify strident
               ultra-nationalist politics in Côte d’Ivoire throughout Gbagbo’s presidency and spewed
               anti-Western and anti-foreigner rhetoric, he also presented himself as a pacifist
               and an advocate of non-violence. Thus, in April 2007, Prime Minister Guillaume Soro appointed him “ambassador of peace.” He was brought into the government in 2010 as
               minister of sports and youth. During the political crisis in 2010, he recruited some
               5,000 pro-Gbagbo youth into the national army. After only four weeks of training,
               they were issued AK-47s and let loose on the streets of Côte d’Ivoire to defend the
               nation and assert Gbagbo government control.
            

            
             The “general of the street” fled the country after Gbagbo was toppled on 11 April
               2011; he was arrested on 17 January 2013 in Ghana and extradited to Abidjan. He was brought before the Abidjan High Court on 21 January
               2013 on charges of war crimes, assassinations, being a danger to state security, and
               stealing state property and was remanded in custody. He had been indicted and was
               wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) at The Hague. Although his lawyers argued that he should be treated like Simone
               Gbagbo and tried in the country, he was transferred to The Hague on 22 March 2014.
               Five days later, he made his first appearance before the ICC. The prosecutor has since
               presented the case against him, and he has begun to mount a spirited defense against
               the charges.
            

            
         

         
         	BLÉHOUÉ AKA, GEORGES (1935?–)

         
         	
            A very successful planter. Georges Bléhoué Aka was an ordinary laborer or farmworker
               for seven years in the 1950s. Then his father apparently gave him two hectares of
               land to farm on his own. He has parlayed those two hectares into 2,000 hectares of
               cocoa, oil palm, teak, and rubber plantations spread across 10 kilometers of land, with 180 employees. He has become
               arguably the richest planter in Côte d’Ivoire. He is a wealthy planter with a social
               conscience. Because he believes in social responsibility, he has become a philanthropist;
               he has built schools and clinics to provide educational opportunities and health care to his workers, their families, and surrounding communities.
            

            
             Georges Bléhoué Aka is president of the “Conseil National des Sages” of the coffee-cocoa sector and former supporter of Laurent Gbagbo. Fearing retribution, he went into exile in Ghana after the fall of Gbagbo. Following
               a meeting with Hamed Bakayoko on 17 June 2011, he returned home and is now lined up behind President Alassane Ouattara. Since his return, work has resumed on his plantations under even more favorable
               conditions: there was a significant rise in the price of cocoa from October 2011 which
               increased his bottom line, although the price has since come down somewhat.
            

            
         

         
         	BLÉOU, DIDIER (1971–)

         
         	
            Nicknamed “Roger Fulgence Kassy Junior,” Didier Bléou is the new poster child of Ivoirian radio-television. He is
               an actor-producer and one of the stars of the series Ma famille where he plays the role of one of the fiancés of Nastou Traoré. He has been producing
               the highly successful show the Tempo, the Saturday musical encounter on Channel 1 which has showcased the best and brightest
               talents in zouglou and coupé-decalé since 2004. This has become the most popular show in the country.
               He has also revived Podium, the show that Roger Kassy made famous. His other shows include Jackpot, Bonjour le jour, Un rêve devenu réalité, and Panache, the show which brought him to the attention of the public before he moved on to
               start Tempo in 2004. In 2004 and 2007, he won the award of best radio presenter.
            

            
             On 10 December 2010, Bléou became director of Fréquence 2, the national radio station
               that specializes in music and entertainment. He has already started to overhaul the
               programs of the station based on input from young people ages 15 to 30 years who had
               been alienated by the station’s sterile programming. In real life, he is apparently
               quite shy and reserved except when he is in front of the microphone.
            

            
         

         
         	BLOC AFRICAIN (AFRICAN BLOC)

         
         	
            Ivoirian electoral list formed to contest a French settler slate in the Abidjan municipal elections of 1945. The African Bloc managed to attract a large majority
               of African voters and, in the face of an abstention campaign among European voters,
               overwhelmingly won the election. Afterward, the loose-knit organization disbanded
               for lack of a common program.
            

            
         

         
         	BLOC DÉMOCRATIQUE EBURNÉEN (BDE)

         
         	
            Political party created in 1948 under the leadership of Etienne Djaument. The BDE had the backing of the colonial administration during the repression of
               the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire-Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA) around 1950 and never gained popular support.
            

            
         

         
         	BLOHORN

         
         	
            A soap factory that was established by Frenchman Joseph Blohorn in 1932. The elder
               Blohorn first came to Côte d’Ivoire in 1929 and became interested in exploiting the
               abundant supply of palm oil to make soap. He became acquainted with Philippe Yacé, at the time an instructor at the Collège Technique in Abidjan, who advised him on a more suitable location for his factory. Joseph Blohorn passed
               away in 1939 in Abidjan, and his son, André Blohorn, took control of the company and
               built it into a highly successful enterprise. The company set up its own palm oil processing plants and plantations near Dabou and in Abidjan and in 1980–81 produced 117,376 tons of soap, of which 88,182 was
               sold locally.
            

            
             Meanwhile, Blohorn had begun to carry out a policy of Ivoirianization of the staff
               in the 1960s and 1970s. With the creation of the Abidjan stock exchange in 1975, he
               began Ivoirianizing the capital of the company as well. André became an associate
               of Joseph Aka-Anghui, who later became director general of the company. In 1984, the
               Blohorn family sold its assets in the company to Unilever. The new company became
               known formally as Unilever Côte d’Ivoire-Blohorn.
            

            
         

         
         	BLONDY, ALPHA (1953–)

         
         	
            Africa’s reggae superstar, peace ambassador, and philanthropist; he is an ethnic Dyula born in Dimbokro to a Muslim mother and a Christian father. He was named Seydou Koné, after his late grandfather, and raised by his maternal
               grandmother and other old matriarchs who adored and pampered him. Because he also
               exhibited a rebellious streak, his illiterate grandmother called him “blondy” instead
               of “bandit” (bad boy or troublemaker). He joined his father in Odienné in 1962. In 1972, he got into trouble in high school in Korhogo and was expelled.
            

            
             Blondy then traveled to the United States via Monrovia, Liberia, in 1973 and attempted
               to become a respectable English teacher by enrolling in Hunter College and later in
               the American Language Program at Columbia University. However, his passion for reggae
               music overwhelmed his desire to become a teacher. Under the spell of reggae king Bob
               Marley, he became a Rastafarian and supported himself financially by singing Marley’s
               songs in Harlem night clubs and living on the street. He also battled drug addiction
               and mental illness and spent a year in New York’s Bellevue Hospital. He continued
               the treatment for two years when he returned home. He also continued to write songs
               even while he was under the influence of powerful psychoactive drugs.
            

            
             Blondy’s big break came when he was reunited with his childhood friend, Fulgence Kassy, who booked him on his talent show, First Chance. He added the first letter of the Greek alphabet to his name and became known as
               “Alpha Blondy.” His first solo album, Jah Glory, came out in 1982 and was a huge success. It became a resistance anthem because of
               the song “Brigadier Sabari,” which recounts Blondy’s own bitter experience with the
               Ivoirian police. In 1984, a second album, Cocody Rock, was released in Paris, followed by a string of other hits, including Apartheid Is Nazism, recorded in Abidjan in 1985; Jerusalem, recorded with the Wailers at Bob Marley’s Tuff Gong Studios in 1986; and Revolution in 1987.
            

            
             Blondy has used his immense talents to promote world peace, love, and religious tolerance.
               At home, he preaches national unity and social justice. He rails against “tribalism,”
               human rights abuses, corruption, and dictatorship in Africa and elsewhere. He coined
               the terms “democrature” and “manger-cratie” to describe Africa’s sham democracies.
               Blondy was named United Nations (UN) ambassador of peace for Côte d’Ivoire in 2005.
               A humanitarian to boot, he has set up a non-profit foundation, Alpha Blondy Jah Glory
               Foundation, to work toward ending social injustice and generational poverty by giving
               people the tools they need to help themselves. The foundation has created the “Women’s
               Self-Sufficiency Micro Loan Program” and “Tafari-Genesis Retreat Camp for Children”
               in Côte d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso. Blondy gives a free annual concert at Bassam beach called “Festa,” and his message of peace and global understanding is delivered
               in an assortment of African and European languages including his native Dioula, English, French, Arabic, Baule, Hebrew, Malinke, Twi, and Wolof. Paradoxically, he has had a long-running feud with Tiken Jah Fakoly and Serges Kassi, the other Ivoirian reggae stars, because of political differences related to the
               crisis in the country. While Blondy has reconciled with Jah Fakoly through the intermediation
               of President Alassane Ouattara, he remains at loggerheads with Serges Kassi.
            

            
         

         
         	BODA, VICTOR BIAKA (1913–1950)

         
         	
            A medical doctor and an ardent nationalist. A Bété born in the village of Dahiépa in the Daloa region, Biaka Boda was orphaned of both parents at an early age and was raised by
               his maternal relatives in the village of Biakou. He left home in 1920 to get an education in Gagnoa and then in Bingerville. He went on to study medicine in Dakar and graduated with the designation of an African
               doctor in 1937. He was posted to Guinea where he met Ahmed Sékou Touré, the radical nationalist leader and president of the
               local branch of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA). Already adamantly opposed to colonial injustices in his native Côte d’Ivoire,
               the encounter with Sékou Touré offered an opportunity for Boda to join the management
               committee of the RDA in Guinea. The colonial authorities could not help but notice
               his anti-colonial activities, and they placed him under surveillance. In 1947, Boda
               left Guinea and returned to Côte d’Ivoire and joined the political struggle against
               colonial exploitation. The following year he was elected to the French Senate.
            

            
             Meanwhile, in 1948, Governor Laurent Péchoux had been appointed with instructions to destroy the political movement in the country.
               He went after the leaders of the RDA with a vengeance. They were jailed, killed, or
               had to go underground. Although he belonged to the radical wing of the movement, Boda
               was one of the few leaders who continued to mobilize against colonial rule because
               of his parliamentary immunity. However, on 18 November 1949, he apparently gave such
               a virulently anti-colonial speech in Daloa that the authorities had finally had enough of him. They hatched a plot against him
               that they finally executed on the night of 27 January 1950. His car had broken down
               a few kilometers from Bouaflé, so he decided to walk into town and spend the night.
               He was abducted and murdered in the woods outside the city. The colonial authorities
               refused to discuss the disappearance of Boda or hand his body over to the family.
               For radical nationalists, Biaka Boda is the forgotten hero of the anti-colonial struggles.
               Few Ivoirians even know or remember him. The post-colonial government has never given
               him due recognition or even a proper burial place, and that rankles nationalists like
               Marcel Amondji who are doing all they can to keep his memory alive.
            

            
         

         
         	BOGA DOUDOU, EMILE KEI (1952–2002)

         
         	
            A lawyer and politician with close ties to ex-president Laurent Gbagbo. He was a founding member of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). He became a member of the general secretariat at the FPI’s constitutive congress
               in 1988, serving until 2001. He won a seat for the FPI in the November 1990 election
               to the Assemblée Nationale and won reelections in 1995 and 2000. He served as the president of the FPI parliamentary
               caucus in the Assemblée Nationale.
            

            
             Following Gbagbo’s victory in the 2000 presidential election, he was appointed minister of state, minister of the interior and decentralization.
               He was killed during the failed coup that also claimed the life of General Robert Guéï on 19 September 2002 and sparked the first Ivoirian civil war.
            

            
         

         
         	BOGUINARD, EMILE KÉÏ (1928–)

         
         	
            He was born in Guiglo in western Côte d’Ivoire and attended primary school there.
               He was one of the Compagnons de l’Aventure 46, the fortunate few schoolchildren who were sent to France to study on government scholarship in 1946. He was director of the École Nationale
               d’Administration (ENA), then minister of civil service (1976–83); thereafter, he served
               continuously as minister of state until 30 November 1990 when Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara formed a new government.
            

            
             Emile Kéï Boguinard is quite a prolific scholar. He has written extensively on the
               Ivoirian budget and public finance law and legislation, on the fiscal regime of Côte
               d’Ivoire, and on the criminal prosecution of civil servants. Early in his career,
               he even wrote about La mort en pays guéré (1958). On 11 August 2014, there was a major celebration in his honor in Guiglo during
               which the main street through the town was named after him.
            

            
         

         
         	BOKA, ERNEST (1928–1964)

         
         	
            A politician with a Ph.D. in law, he served as chief of staff for the governor general
               of Côte d’Ivoire in 1957, minister of education in the pre-independence territorial
               government in 1958, and minister of public service in 1959. At independence, President
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny appointed him president of the Ivoirian Supreme Court. He also headed the Ivoirian
               delegation to its first session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) meeting in New York in 1960. Boka was implicated in the plots
               against Houphouët-Boigny in 1963 and was arrested and tried; he died in April 1964
               under mysterious circumstances while in detention. President Henri Konan Bédié tried to rehabilitate him posthumously by erecting a mausoleum for his mortal remains
               in his hometown of Grand Morié, about 15 km from Agboville.
            

            
         

         
         	BOMBET, EMILE CONSTANT (1941–)

         
         	
            Politician and long-serving cabinet minister born in Rubino in the sub-prefecture
               of Agboville. He served in several high-level positions, mostly in the security sector. He served
               as minister of the interior under Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara and President Félix Houphouët-Boigny from November 1990 to December 1993 and, again, under Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan and President Henri Konan Bédié from December 1993 to December 1999. Loyal to Bédié, he was arrested and released
               several times after the coup, accused of plotting against the junta and of embezzling $18 million in European Union (EU) funds without being formally charged. By default, he became the presidential
               candidate of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) for the 2000 election. However, his candidacy was also invalidated. After
               that, he lived in exile in Benin and France (2000–2004). He is currently vice president of the PDCI. He has recently come out
               in favor of the call to make Ouattara the sole candidate for the 2015 presidential
               elections because he says that as a militant of the party he has to respect and defend
               the decision of the party.
            

            
         

         
         	BONDOUKOU

         
         	
            The site of a state founded in the 15th century by the legendary King Adou Bini, according
               to Abron tradition. In the 18th century, it grew up as the trading center of the Gyaman kingdom, along the Niger-Bobo–Dioulasso-Kong-Bondoukou-Kumasi trade axis, and served
               as the principal point of exchange between Dyula and Ashanti traders. Bondoukou also became a religious and academic center, with
               numerous Muslim scholars and Koranic schools. The town has so many mosques that it
               has earned the nickname “the city of a thousand mosques.” Many of these mosques feature
               the Sudanic architectural style more commonly found in Malian cities like Timbuktu
               or Jenne, reflecting the influence of populations from the north.
            

            
             At the beginning of the 19th century, the English traveler Lonsdale described Bondoukou
               as smaller than Kong, but better built “because of the influence of the Moors” (Dyulas). It had a population of 3,000 in 1892, according to Louis-Gustave Binger, who reported major trade there in gold (produced by the Abron kingdoms), ivory,
               slaves, and cotton cloth spun by the Kulangos. Marcel Treich-Laplène and Binger met at Bondoukou in 1888 and signed a protectorate treaty with the Abron
               king Adjumani. Samory overran Bondoukou in 1897, but the town recovered.
            

            
             François-Joseph Clozel reported in 1907 that the Dyulas were purchasing kola nuts bought by the inhabitants of Bondoukou in the Gold Coast, most probably from
               across the border in the town of Sampa. This practice was ended by the colonial administration
               through the imposition of heavy French customs at the border in 1905, and the city
               suffered economically as a result. The population had increased only to 19,000 by
               1975; in 1978, Bondoukou became one of 27 communes de plein exercice in the country. With it, the population grew to 45,000 in 2005 and more than 78,000
               by the most recent estimates.
            

            
             In 1903, Bondoukou had one of the 18 village schools that were created by the colonial
               government. The school had 32 pupils and one teacher. The French also introduced Christianity,
               and the town is the seat of the Roman Catholic diocese of Bondoukou although the Joshua
               Project estimates the Christian population to be only 4 percent. The house used by
               Binger, Samory’s headquarters, and the old market building, which houses the Bondoukou
               Museum of Arts and Traditions, are some of the prominent features. In 1980, Bondoukou
               gained notoriety as the home of the first secondary-school strikes by students against
               the Félix Houphouët-Boigny government. The town was also on the dividing line between government and rebel forces
               during the civil war; it became the northeastern base of the United Nations (UN) operations in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	BONI, ASSEMIEN ALPHONSE (1909–1989)

         
         	
            President of the Ivoirian Supreme Court from 1963 to the 1980s and member of the steering
               committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) from 1975. An Akan born in Tiassalé, he received his legal education in France and served in the public prosecutor’s office in Toulouse and then in the colonial
               administration. He held legal posts in Togo, Mali, and Senegal and was named public
               prosecutor in Brazzaville from 1953 to 1958. In 1945, he was the chosen candidate of the Comité d’Action Patriotique
               de Côte d’Ivoire to the Constituent Assembly, but he was not well known because of his long-term residence outside the country.
               In 1950, he was serving in Paris and was an intermediary in the French government
               negotiations with the PDCI in the 1950s. He held the post of Ivoirian minister of
               justice from 1959 to 1963. An Anyi, he had been considered a possible compromise candidate to succeed Félix Houphouët-Boigny as president.
            

            
         

         
         	BONI CLAVERIE, DANIELE AKISSI (?–)

         
         	
            Minister of communication during the presidency of Henri Konan Bédié from 1993 to 1999; prior to that, she had been in charge of the state media, the Radio Télévision Ivoirien (RTI). She was a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). An Akan born in Tiassalé who refuses to reveal her real age, she has been somewhat of a political gypsy. She
               sided with Robert Guéï when he toppled her former boss, Bédié, in the military coup. Then she became an ally of Laurent Gbagbo when the rebellion and civil war broke out in 2002. She was appointed minister for
               women, family, and children in Gbagbo’s last government formed by Prime Minister Gilbert Ake N’Gbo in the aftermath of the disputed presidential election and was jailed for seven months
               along with Ake N’Gbo, Alcide Djédjé, and others until they were released on bail on 9 November 2011. She still faces
               prosecution by the Ivoirian government for embezzlement, but at least her other legal
               troubles appear to be over: the Swiss authorities have cleared her of money laundering
               and unfrozen her accounts.
            

            
             Boni Claverie is president of the Union Républicaine pour la Démocratie (URD), one
               of a high number of small parties in Côte d’Ivoire. She is also the founder of Agir
               pour la Paix et la Nation (APN). She considers herself a moderate; as such, she would
               not rule out participating in a future government of President Alassane Ouattara. Were that to happen, it would reinforce her image as a political nomad. For now,
               she says the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) has difficulty accepting her and other moderates. She is, nonetheless, a member
               of the Congrès National de la Résistance pour la Démocratie (CNRD), a coalition group led by Bernard B. Dadié that is dedicated to securing the release of Gbagbo.
            

            
         

         
         	BONI, DESIRE (1935–)

         
         	
            He was initially named minister of public works and transportation in 1974 and added
               other portfolios from 1977 to 1983. By the time he was through in 1983, he had occupied,
               successively, the ministries of public works, transportation, construction, and urbanism.
            

            
         

         
         	BOTO ADAI (OR ADAI)

         
         	
            A syncretistic religion. It emerged in the 1930s around Grand Bassam. The founder, prophet David Boto Adai, modeled his message and even his personal
               appearance after those of William Harris—the white robe and headband, the black cross bands over the chest, the cross in hand,
               the bowl, and the Bible. Boto Adai’s claim was that only he could bring healing to
               his followers. He stressed the use of holy water, blessed only by him, for healing,
               prosperity, protection, fertility, and so on, following a public confession of sins.
               John Ahui’s movement opposed his church, called simply the Church of Boto Adai. The “Jerusalems”
               (village shrines) set up by his followers were destroyed by Ahui’s followers. Adai
               was placed under house arrest during World War II. He died in 1963 and was succeeded
               by Paul Bedi, but by then the movement had lost its vitality and draw.
            

            
         

         
         	BOU RIVER

         
         	
            A tributary of the Bandama River in northern Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	BOUABRÉ, FRÉDÉRIC BRULY (1923–2014)

         
         	
            Celebrated visual artist, poet, and thinker. He was famous for his remarkable drawings
               in postcard format, numbering in the hundreds, using just a ballpoint pen and color
               crayons. The origin of all his prolific work was revealed to him in a vision on 11
               March 1948. According to his account, “the heavens opened up before my eyes and seven
               colorful suns described a circle of beauty around their Mother-sun, I became Cheik
               Nadro: ‘He who does not forget.’” He invented his own alphabet, a 448-character monosyllabic
               pictogram he used to transcribe the oral tradition of his people, the Bété. His grand ambition was to achieve universality and unite mankind through his alphabet,
               which can transcribe all human sounds. From the moment of his revelation until he
               passed away on 28 January 2014, Frédéric Bruly Bouabré covered a wide variety of fields
               of knowledge; his research is collected in manuscripts covering arts and traditions,
               aesthetics, poetry, religion, tales, and philosophy. Bouabré’s drawings can be found
               in The Contemporary African Art Collection of Jean Pigozzi.
            

            
         

         
         	BOUABRÉ, PAUL-ANTOINE BOHOUN (1957–2012)

         
         	
            Economist and academic. He held several prominent positions in governments formed
               under President Laurent Gbagbo, including minister of state, minister of economy and finance, and minister of plan and development, trade and industry. He was also
               president of the General Council of the département of Issia. He earned his Ph.D. in development economics. He was a research professor
               at the University of Abidjan-Cocody. An ex-member of the secretariat of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) and a close ally of Gbagbo, he died in Jerusalem.
            

            
         

         
         	BOUAKÉ

         
         	
            A prefecture and Côte d’Ivoire’s second-largest city, located near the center of the
               country. The name is derived from the French adaptation of Gbuékekro, the Baule village originally on the site where, in 1899, French military forces from the Sudan
               began construction of a permanent military garrison. From Bouaké, they sent expeditions
               against Samory Touré. By the time of Samory’s defeat, Bouaké had already become a commercial center, with
               trading paths to Toumodi and Tiassalé to the south, and to M’Bahiakro, Béoumi, Marabadiassa, and Dabakala. Cloth, gold, indigo, tobacco, and iron utensils transited through the town. In 1912, the railway
               from Abidjan to Bouaké was completed. Few of the indigenous Baule actually ventured there because
               they saw it as a “white man’s village.”
            

            
             Between the two world wars, a modern administrative center was established near the
               railroad station, and tree-shaded avenues were laid out. Bouaké became a trading center
               for food and cloth during the “embargo” imposed on shipping during World War II. The local economy became dependent on the cotton industry; tobacco products, building materials, textiles,
               and rice were also produced. The city’s population grew from 3,600 in 1921 to 22,000 in 1945, to 60,000 at independence in 1960; it
               doubled to 20,000 in 1970, and 175,000 in 1975. By 1988, it had reached nearly 333,000
               and topped 1,200,000 after 1998. The growth accelerated from the 1970s after the construction
               of the Kossou Dam flooded the land to the west of the city. Given Bouaké’s geostrategic location between
               the forest and the savanna, and being almost equidistant from Abidjan (367 km), Burkina Faso (360 km), Ghana (340 km), Guinea (332 km), Liberia (330 km), and Mali (380 km), much of the growth has come as a result of a combination of very heavy
               immigration from these neighboring states and Senegal, high birth rates, and strong
               internal migration by the Anyi, Attié, Dyula, Bété, and Mossi. This immigration explains why the population is predominantly Muslim.
               And yet the city is the seat of the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Bouaké, with its
               Cathédrale Sainte Thérèse; it is also the home of a Benedictine monastery, Monastère
               Bénédictin Saint-Marie, since 1960.
            

            
             Bouaké served as rebel headquarters after the failed attempt to overthrow Laurent Gbagbo on 19 September 2002. French and United Nations (UN) peacekeepers have resided in the city since then to enforce a cease-fire. However,
               on 4 November 2004, government forces bombarded the city in a failed attempt to “liberate”
               it from the rebels. Bouaké is endowed with a university (which opened in 1996 but was closed due to the civil war in 2002 and only reopened
               in April 2005); 11 public and 4 private colleges (secondary and technical schools);
               a school of forestry; government livestock, veterinary, and meteorological stations;
               and a cotton-textile institute. Bouaké is also known for its large carnival, which
               starts at the end of March and runs through to the beginning of April. Liverpool F.C.
               defender Kolo Touré and his brother Yaya Touré, midfielder of Manchester City, and
               stars of the national team, as well as Jean-Louis Billon, all hail from Bouaké.
            

            
         

         
         	BOUET-WILLAUMEZ, LOUIS EDOUARD (1808–1871)

         
         	
            French naval captain. He toured the coastal areas and signed treaties with Anyi king Amatifou and other coastal chiefs. He also established military posts along
               the coast in 1842–43. This action reestablished the French presence in Côte d’Ivoire
               that was then maintained continuously into modern times. His uncle was admiral Willaumez
               who adopted him.
            

            
         

         
         	BOUNA (GBONA)

         
         	
            Capital of a Dagomba-Kulango kingdom founded by Bounkani in the early 17th century.
               Villages in the kingdom were organized into four provinces under the Bouna Massa,
               or king. The social structure was based on three groups: the aristocratic Dagomba,
               who sold slaves and taxed farming and commerce; the Kulango (and later Lobi) peasants; and the Dyula merchants. This system was eventually overwhelmed by Lobi immigration, such that
               the kingdom was already very weak when it was overrun by Samory Touré in 1897. Bouna never completely recovered. It was the “chef-lieu” of an administrative district, a sub-division, a sub-prefecture at independence,
               and then a prefecture. Near the town of Bouna, located in the Zanzan region and near
               the Ghanaian border, is the Comoé National Park.
            

            
             Bouna is 603 kilometers from Abidjan and 174 kilometers from the chef-lieu of the Zanzan district. It had a population of 10,000 in 1900, but only 5,800 in 1975. The area remains sparsely populated. According
               to the 1998 census, the entire population of the département of Bouna, consisting of the four sub-prefectures of Bouna, Bouko, Ondéfidouo, and
               Youndouo, was only 96,241. The general population experienced a lot of trauma during
               the early days of the rebellion and civil war. It became one of the main strongholds of the Forces Nouvelles (FN), and there were occasional deadly confrontations between the ex-rebels and the
               youth of the town.
            

            
         

         
         	BOUNKANI

         
         	
            He was the founder of the Bouna dynasty. Born of a conquering Dagomba father and a Kulango mother, Bounkani created a loyal military force and used it to conquer a vast territory
               between the Comoé River and the Black Volta River. He made the Kulango village of Bouna (Gbona) his capital
               in the early 1600s. Bounkani died in about 1628.
            

            
         

         
         	BOURSE DES VALEURS D’ABIDJAN (BVA)

         
         	
            The Abidjan stock exchange. It was the only stock exchange in francophone West Africa when it
               was established in 1974 and started trading in 1976. It was closed at the end of December
               1997.
            

            
         

         
         	BOURSE REGIONALE DES VALEURS MOBILIERES (BRVM)

         
         	
            The regional stock exchange that serves Benin, Burkina Faso, Guinea-Bissau, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Niger, Senegal, and Togo. It was created in 1998 to take the place of the Bourse des Valeurs d’Abidjan (BVA). It is located in Abidjan but with market offices in each member country.
            

            
         

         
         	BRA KANON, DENIS (1936–2009)

         
         	
            Ivoirian administrator and politician. Denis Bra Kanon served as minister of agriculture
               and, later, of water and forestry resources from 1977 to 1989. He was elected deputy
               as well as mayor of Daloa from 1985 to 1990, and vice president of the Assemblée Nationale. Prior to seeking elective office, he was the chief executive officer of the Société d’Assistance Technique et de Modernisation en Côte d’Ivoire (SATMACI) from 1966 to 1977, and vice president of the Economic and Social Council
               from 1971 to 1977. He was also made a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) from the mid-1970s until the early 1990s. He was the ethnic intermediary of
               the Bété in the government. He retired from politics following the death of Félix Houphouët-Boigny and went into business, living part of the time in Paris. On 15 April 2009 in Paris,
               he married, for the third and last time, Véronique Amenan Aka, former PDCI deputy
               of M’Batto. The former First Lady Thérèse Houphouët-Boigny and other dignitaries were in attendance. Denis Bra Kanon passed away on 10 June 2009
               in Man, leaving behind a legal mess. His second wife was pursuing him in the French courts
               ostensibly for bigamy when he passed away. He had apparently not bothered to officially
               divorce her before entering into the third marriage to Véronique Amenan Aka.
            

            
         

         
         	BRAZZAVILLE CONFERENCE

         
         	
            Meeting of colonial administrators, members of parliament, and non-communist labor
               leaders convened on 30 January 1944 by free French leader General Charles de Gaulle and French Guiana-born governor of Equatorial Guinea, Félix Eboué, at which plans
               were outlined for economic and political reforms in the French colonies in Africa.
               The conference lasted nine days and recommended an end to forced labor, the extension of trade union rights, the creation of a unified penal code for the
               colonies, and an African development plan. It also recommended that the colonies have
               representation in the Constituent Assembly of the Fourth Republic and that the constitutions of the overseas territories should
               be modeled on that of France. While De Gaulle understood the political imperative
               of such reforms, he also made it clear that France was not willing to allow the French
               African colonies to achieve genuine self-determination or independence.
            

            
         

         
         	BRO-GREBÉ, GENEVIÈVE YOBOU (1953–)

         
         	
            Office manager–turned-politician. She was born in Grand-Alépé and attended primary
               and secondary-commercial schools (1966–75) at the Institut Notre Dame des Apôtres
               in Plateau and the Lycée Technique in Abidjan. Geneviève Bro-Grebé pursued bilingual secretarial studies. She attended Pittman’s
               School of English in London for a couple of years (1975–77). Upon graduation, she
               worked as a bilingual secretary at Shell–Côte d’Ivoire (1977–87) and became an assistant
               to the general manager (1988–91). She then joined the commercial staff (1991–94) and
               rose to station manager (1994–95). In 1997, she became director of capacity building
               and services, and then meeting planner in 1998.
            

            
             Geneviève Bro-Grebé’s early political affiliation was with the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA). She was a grassroots activist for a decade (1980–90) working on behalf
               of the PDCI-RDA. She also served as a member of the Political Bureau for Memni (1990–2000).
               However, she defected to the other side and became a staunch ally of Laurent Gbagbo and the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). From October 2000 to August 2002, she was Gbagbo’s minister of sports and
               recreation. In 2004, Geneviève Bro-Grebé recounted her political battles for the homeland
               and her reflections on the civil war in Mon combat pour la patrie, mémoire d’une guerre.
            

            
             Geneviève Bro-Grebé has been active in associational life. She founded the Mouvement
               Ivoirien pour la Défense des Institutions Républicaines (MIDI). She is president of
               the “Femmes Patriotes,” a pro-Gbagbo movement. She was among the Gbagbo loyalists
               who were detained after Alassane Ouattara came to power. She lost her husband, Jérôme
               Bro Grebé, to a heart attack in Ouagadougou on 22 December 2014.
            

            
         

         
         	BRONG

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	BROU, EMILE AMOIKON ATTA (1937–2013)

         
         	
            A medical doctor and hospital administrator. Dr. Emile Amoikon Atta Brou was a pediatrician;
               he also had a diploma in the economics of health management. He worked in the Ministry
               of Health, serving as chief of staff. From 1976 to 1989, he was the minister in charge
               of relations with the Assemblée Nationale. During the era of multi-partyism in 1990, he became the first president of the parliamentary
               caucus of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), then president of the Assemblée Nationale from 1997 until the coup interrupted his tenure in December 1999. He was elected deputy of Abengourou for
               two terms from 1990 to 1999. He practiced pediatric medicine at the Centre Hospitalier
               Universitaire (CHU) in Treichville. He was so beloved that when he passed away on 14 March 2013 at age 76, there was
               a tremendous outpouring of grief and emotion for him and his family.
            

            
         

         
         	BROU, DR. KASSI JEAN-CLAUDE

         
         	
            Economist, author, and cabinet minister. Dr. Jean-Claude Kassi Brou received his master’s
               in economics in 1979, an MBA in finance in 1980, and a Ph.D. in economics in 1982,
               all from the University of Cincinnati, Ohio. He taught both macro- and micro-economics
               at the University of Cincinnati in 1981–82. He abandoned teaching for an international
               career, debuting at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in Washington in 1982. He
               rose to become senior economist in charge of Guinea-Bissau, Togo, Cape Verde, and
               Senegal, where he served as IMF resident representative for two years (1990–91).
            

            
             Dr. Kassi Brou returned to Abidjan in 1991 to serve as economic and financial adviser
               to the prime minister of Côte d’Ivoire (1991–95). He was named chief of staff to the
               prime minister from 1996 to 1999. He served concurrently as head of the national commission
               on investments (1996–99) and spearheaded the reform program that resulted in the privatization
               of some 70 public enterprises operating in various economic sectors ranging from agribusiness
               and banking to energy and telecommunications.
            

            
             For the next eight years, he worked at the Banque Centrale des États d’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO). From 2000 to 2003, he was in charge of external relations, especially as
               they related to regional integration within the West African Economic and Monetary
               Union (WAEMU); then he became director of research until 2005. Between 2006 and 2007,
               he supervised five departments (research, credit and bank supervision, statistics,
               external relations, and micro-finance). He was appointed senior adviser and controller
               general, supervising the audit department (2007–8). In 2009, he was a consultant adviser
               to the prime minister of the Democratic Republic of Congo where he was in charge of
               macro-economics, private sector development, and reform of state-owned enterprises.
               Dr. Brou went on to become resident representative of the World Bank in Chad from
               2010 to 2012.
            

            
             For Dr. Jean-Claude Kassi Brou’s second homecoming, he was appointed minister of
               industry in November 2012, then minister of mining in 2013. In addition to his vast
               and varied professional experiences and accomplishments, Dr. Brou quite literally
               wrote the book on privatization. He is the author of Privatisation en Côte d’Ivoire: Défit et pratiques (2008).
            

            
         

         
         	BRUNOT, RICHARD-EDMOND-MAURICE-EDOUARD (1883–1958)

         
         	
            He was the acting governor of Côte d’Ivoire from 2 April 1924 to 2 July 1925 before
               being replaced by Governor Maurice-Pierre Lapalud. Subsequently, he was lieutenant
               governor of Mauritania from 1 November 1934 to 15 April 1935. He ran initially as
               an independent candidate for the French Constituent Assembly in 1945, then as a member of the Socialist Party (SFIO) on a program of nationalization
               of the economy and the creation of local elected assemblies. His presence on such a platform greatly
               upset the European settler population.
            

            
         

         
         	BURKINA FASO

         
         	
            An important neighbor to the north that was once attached to Côte d’Ivoire from 1932
               until 1947, when it was decoupled from it and became a separate colony. Burkina Faso
               has a great deal of historical and cultural (ethnic and religious) affinity with Côte
               d’Ivoire. Moreover, more than a quarter of the population of Côte d’Ivoire are descended
               from immigrants from Burkina Faso to Côte d’Ivoire since independence in the 1960s
               when the country experienced its economic miracle with the help of cheap labor from
               neighboring countries. The rate of immigration has slowed since the economic downturn
               of the 1980s but is still significant. The downturn also made immigrants from Burkina
               Faso and other neighboring countries unwelcome guests since they competed with indigenous
               Ivoirians for dwindling land, employment, and social services, including education and health care.
            

            
             Southern elites who had been in control of the Ivoirian political economy sought to deny so-called foreigners access by pursuing an ultra-nationalist policy
               known as ivoirité, which stoked inter-ethnic conflict. Burkina Faso was then accused of giving aid
               and comfort to the rebels who sought to overthrow the government in September 2002.
               In the end, President Blaise Compaoré of Burkina Faso managed to broker an agreement between the rebels and the government
               in 2007. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	BURKINA FASO, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            For the most part, relations between Burkina Faso and Côte d’Ivoire had been cordial
               since Upper Volta’s independence leader, Maurice Yaméogo, distanced himself from Kwame
               Nkrumah of Ghana and became a follower of Félix Houphouët-Boigny. On the eve of independence, Houphouët-Boigny, with French support, was able to get
               the Voltaic parliament to rescind its earlier decision to join the Mali Federation under the leadership of Senegal. That successful instigation resulted
               in Upper Volta (Burkina Faso) joining the Conseil de l’Entente, an organization created largely to advance the regional ambitions of Houphouët-Boigny
               and Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             The relationship between the two countries was structured by the thousands of Mossi
               (Dyula) immigrant workers in Côte d’Ivoire and by remittance flows back to Burkina Faso,
               as well as the railway linking Abidjan and Ouagadougou. Both the rail line and the port of Abidjan are essential lifelines for Burkina Faso as they carry the country’s imports and
               exports. In November 1964, in an effort to seal the deal with Voltaic leaders, Houphouët-Boigny
               even proposed dual citizenship for their nationals, a proposal that was rejected by
               the Ivoirian elites; it was also unpopular within the ruling party itself. The dependence
               of conservative regimes in Ouagadougou on remittances from workers in Côte d’Ivoire
               and the solidarity funds provided by Côte d’Ivoire to the Entente for economic development,
               the need to maintain the Ivoirian outlet to relieve the pressure of unemployment at
               home, and the Ivoirian need for an uninterrupted flow of cheap labor kept the relationship
               on a relatively even keel until 1983.
            

            
             The radicalization of Burkinabè politics following the military coup that brought Captain Thomas Sankara to power in Ouagadougou in August 1983 upset
               the applecart. Relations deteriorated sharply because of Sankara’s fraternization
               with the likes of Jerry John Rawlings of Ghana and Colonel Muammar el-Qaddafi of Libya
               and their radical regimes that were despised in Abidjan. Following Libyan deliveries
               of military equipment to Burkina Faso, Ivoirian authorities kept a worried eye on
               Ouagadougou. Tensions increased between the two countries in early 1985 because of
               the alleged mistreatment of Burkinabè immigrants in Côte d’Ivoire and the assassination
               of a prominent Burkinabè businessman in Abidjan. After Sankara was killed in October
               1987 during a coup led by his apparent confidant and close friend, Captain Blaise Compaoré, closer relations were restored. It has long been speculated that President Houphouët-Boigny
               had something to do with the coup. Be that as it may, Blaise Compaoré was quick to
               reassure Abidjan of normalized relations. Indeed, after 1989 the two states supported
               the ultimately successful insurgency of Charles Taylor in Liberia.
            

            
             In the post-Houphouët-Boigny era, relations turned frosty again over the contentious
               issue of Alassane Ouattara’s nationality and the alleged backing he and his northern supporters were receiving
               from Burkina Faso. The Ivoirian authorities went so far as to accuse Burkina Faso
               and Mali of complicity in the attempted coup of January 2001. Such accusations added
               fuel to the xenophobic fires in Abidjan and led to attacks against Burkinabè nationals.
               President Laurent Gbagbo and Prime Minister Pascal Affi N’Guessan later made diplomatic overtures by paying official visits to Ouagadougou. Although
               President Compaoré did not reciprocate these visits, both the speaker of the Burkinabè
               parliament and the president of the Economic and Social Council paid official visits
               to Abidjan in 2002, the latter on the occasion of the inauguration of the Ivoirian
               Economic and Social Council.
            

            
             Relations between Abidjan and Ouagadougou sank to a new low in September 2002, with
               the Ivoirian government all but openly accusing Burkina Faso of organizing the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire (MPCI) rebels and supplying them with plenty of sophisticated weapons to overthrow
               Gbagbo’s government. When the coup failed, the rebels took control of half the country,
               and the battle line cut the main road and rail connections between Ivoirian ports
               and Burkina Faso. In response to Burkina Faso’s perceived involvement in the coup
               attempt, security forces and pro-government militia in southern Côte d’Ivoire stepped
               up attacks on foreign workers and destroyed Burkinabè-dominated shantytowns around
               Abidjan. Burkina Faso began to organize the repatriation of some of its citizens deemed
               most at risk; one in eight of the estimated 2.3 million Burkinabè had sought refuge
               by mid-2003.
            

            
             The presidents of Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, and Mali met in Bamako for a relatively
               cordial meeting in early December 2002, although this seems to have had no real salutary
               impact on the extant situation. To be sure, Ouagadougou favored a more inclusive Ivoirian
               national policy and better treatment of immigrants by Abidjan. In that sense, its
               government’s position on the future of Côte d’Ivoire can be said to have a high degree
               of convergence with the negotiating positions of the MPCI and Alassane Ouattara, although
               there were no indications of formal links between them.
            

            
             Following the installation of Côte d’Ivoire’s power-sharing government, confidence-building
               measures between the two governments were begun in May 2003. These were primarily
               concerned with reestablishing trade and communications links, with the reopening of the border in mind. The railway reopened with a limited service at the end of May, and the shared border was reopened
               in August 2003. Because most of the fighting ended by late 2004 and the situation
               was reduced to “no war, no peace,” the relationship between Côte d’Ivoire and Burkina
               Faso also stabilized to the point where in March 2007 both sides were willing to undertake
               face-to-face negotiations under the auspices of President Blaise Compaoré. From the
               moment of the successful conclusion of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) in March 2007 until the casting of ballots in the presidential elections in
               2010, President Compaoré was the indispensable broker. He shuttled frequently between
               Ouagadougou and Abidjan, meeting with both sides and putting out brushfires to keep
               the agreement on the rails. Of course, once the second civil war was resolved in favor
               of Alassane Ouattara in April 2011, Blaise Compaoré had his man in Abidjan, and the
               two countries became extremely close again. The level of cooperation and good neighborliness
               has continued even after the overthrow of Compaoré at the end of October 2014. Abidjan
               has had to reassure Ouagadougou that it is not interested in interfering in its affairs,
               especially its upcoming elections.
            

            
         

         
         	BUYO

         
         	
            Site of a dam on the Sassandra River located in the Bas-Sassandra region that was completed in 1980. It has a hydroelectric
               capacity of 165 megawatts. Construction costs exceeded 50 billion F CFA. Severe drought
               conditions in 1983–84 nearly dried up the lakes and caused Buyo and the other four
               dams to be shut down. With sufficient rains in 1984, the generators were back in production
               in 1984–85.
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         	CAILLIÉ, RENÉ (1799–1838)

         
         	
            The great French explorer visited Odienné, Samatiguila, and Tieme in northwest Côte
               d’Ivoire in 1827–28 and noted the importance there of the kola trade.
            

            
         

         
         	CAISSE DE STABILISATION ET DE SOUTIEN DES PRIX DES PRODUITS AGRICOLES (CSSPPA OR CAISTAB)

         
         	
            The Stabilization and Support Fund for Agricultural Product Prices was established
               in 1964 as a continuation of organizations created in the colonial period to support
               commodity prices and administer revenues. By a decree of 1970, it regulated prices
               of coffee, cocoa, cotton, palm oil, bananas, copra, and tobacco, making up the difference between the domestic price and the
               world market price. Its intervention was not binding except on coffee, cocoa, cotton,
               and oils. Unlike marketing boards in other West African countries, it did not take
               physical delivery of the commodity. Rather, it regulated internal marketing and licensed
               exporters, who were then obligated to buy at the state-mandated prices; thus, in contrast
               to the situation in Ghana, for instance, micro-level marketing functions and decisions remained in private
               hands.
            

            
             While providing producers with stable incomes, Caistab also generated large surpluses
               for the government, thus indirectly taxing cash crop producers. By the late 1970s,
               it was estimated that Caistab produced between one-half and two-thirds of all public
               revenue. Between 1975 and 1977, farmers received only 18 percent of the world prices
               for cocoa and coffee, which had themselves doubled and tripled, respectively. Purchase
               prices were increased in the mid-1980s but were forced back down by the fall in world
               prices late in the decade. In 1992, Caistab was fundamentally altered by opening it
               up to private interests and by removing its quality-control function. From 1992 to
               1999, it mostly focused on forward selling in the world market.
            

            
             In August 1999, Caistab was dismantled as part of the liberalization demanded by
               the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. New private institutions
               emerged in the cocoa-coffee sector. The government gave up its price-setting power
               and allowed the private sector to handle marketing and producer prices so that the
               latter fluctuated in response to world market signals. Cocoa farmers had become unhappy
               with this new arrangement, and they lobbied to have the government change course.
               The heads of the new institutions became very corrupt and have had to be prosecuted.
               As a result, yet new institutions have been created and, since the 2012–2013 cocoa
               season, the state has reverted to instituting a guaranteed minimum price to give farmers
               more financial stability and to make them less susceptible to the vagaries of the
               international cocoa market. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	CANTON

         
         	
            A unit of local administration in the French colonial system. The canton was headed
               by an African chef de canton, who sometimes presided over chefs de village and who reported to a French commandant de cercle or commandant de sous-division. Sometimes chiefs in larger ethnic groups were grouped under a single chef supérieur.

            
         

         
         	CASHEW NUTS

         
         	
            First introduced in the 1960s to counter desertification in Côte d’Ivoire’s north
               and northeast regions. Production has risen steadily in the last couple of decades
               from an average of 75,000 tons between 1999 and 2002 to over 350,000 tons in 2010,
               430,000 tons in 2012, and an estimated 480,000 tons in 2013. The crop has become the
               savanna zone’s main crop, far outpacing cotton. It is being touted as potentially
               the country’s top export earner in the near future. Côte d’Ivoire already ranks second
               in overall global production behind India. It is not only Africa’s leading cashew
               nut producer; it is also the leading international exporter, with about 450,000 tons
               exported a year. Interestingly, about 98 percent of the crop is exported to India.
               The crop earned Côte d’Ivoire a reported $292 million.
            

            
             There are some 250,000 farmers growing cashews, and the sector is said to employ
               2.5 million people directly and indirectly. The farmers are mostly smallholders who
               own two or three hectares each. As in virtually all areas of smallholder agriculture,
               low producer price is one of the major constraints on increased production. In 2013,
               the government set a benchmark price of 200 F CFA per kilogram, down from 310 F CFA
               the year before. Even worse, it is reported that the fixed benchmark prices set by
               the government are often ignored or are adhered to for about two weeks. After that,
               the buyers offer lower prices. In classic response, Ivoirian cashew farmers have been
               turning to the Ghanaian market. Farmers are willing to sell to whoever offers the
               best price, and that means smuggling to Ghana. More than 100,000 tons of cashew nuts are reportedly exported illegally every year.
               An estimated 150,000 tons of cashew nuts were smuggled through the northern and eastern
               borders of the country in 2011, representing $130 million in loss to the national
               economy and a $3 million loss in state revenue.
            

            
             Interestingly, the former Forces Nouvelles rebels are part of a “military-economic”
               network that smuggles cocoa, cotton, cashew nuts, and other natural resources mainly
               to Ghana. The network is also reported to systematically impede proper control and
               interdiction of smuggled goods by the authorities.
            

            
             Lack of processing is the other factor that is exerting downward pressure on prices
               and farming incomes. Less than 1 percent of Ivoirian cashews are processed locally.
               Ironically, the country has six main cashew processing factories capable of handling
               50,000 tons of raw nuts, the equivalent of 11 percent of the total output. Efforts
               are being made to increase the amount of local processing. In 2012, a new processing
               plant was opened by the Singapore-based OLAM International Group in Bouaké.
            

            
         

         
         	CASSAVA

         
         	
            A food crop. Also known as manioc, it was originally imported to Africa from South
               America. It is now a major staple in coastal Côte d’Ivoire, where it is the only basic
               food crop that grows well in the sandy soil; it is also grown elsewhere in the eastern
               parts of the country. Cassava is inexpensive to grow, requires very little care, and
               gives a good yield even in relatively poor soil. Production has remained relatively
               stable especially as farmers have adopted three high-yielding varieties of cassava
               known as Bocou 1, 2, and 3, which are resistant to disease and pests. These varieties
               are capable of producing 32 to 34 tons per hectare per year compared to five tons
               per hectare from traditional cassava varieties. Some farmers have recorded even higher
               yields, that is, twice as high. The country produced 2,127,517 tons in 1998, 2,086,903
               tons in 2001, and 2,074,064 tons in 2004. Since 2005, production has increased significantly
               because of increased use of high-yielding varieties. Production has gone from 2,197,985
               tons in 2005 to a dizzying high of 2,531,241 tons in 2008 and back down to 2,436,495
               tons in 2013. This is a good development because it might save cassava from being
               squeezed out by rubber in areas around Abidjan such as Dabou, thanks to higher rubber prices.
            

            
             Cassava is consumed in a variety of forms, ranging from foufou to attiéké (dried and steamed) and gari (dried roasted). Cassava is also used to produce Maggi
               bouillon cubes, which are widely used by cooks all over West Africa to enrich and
               flavor dishes. Refer to table 1 on page 62. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	CATHOLICISM

         
         	
            The earliest attempt to propagate the Catholic faith in Côte d’Ivoire dates back to
               1637 when five Capucin monks arrived in Issiny (Assinie). The mission was cut short because of illness. Fifty years later, in 1687, Louis
               XIV sent a military and religious mission to Assinie with the establishment of the
               French post at Assinie, which brought back to France young Aniaba, the son of the
               local chief. Aniaba received a French education and was baptized by the famous theologian
               and bishop of Meaux Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet, with Louis XIV serving as his godfather.
               In 1700, the prince returned home and abandoned the faith. In 1742, Franciscans made
               another attempt in the same region. That, too, failed due to local hostility.
            

            
             In 1843, Edouard Bouët-Willaumez signed an accord with the Agni king Amatifou and invited missionaries, whom he paid to provide education. On 11 January 1895, Governor Luis-Gustave Binger wrote a letter to the Society of African Missions of Lyon (founded in 1856) inviting
               them to come and establish schools in Côte d’Ivoire. On 28 October 1895, the first
               missionaries landed in Grand Bassam where the first Catholic mission was established. From there, they fanned out in
               succession to Memni, Dabou, and Bonoua until they reached Korhogo and Sinématiali in Senufo country in the north. In 1905, the French law separating church and state ended this
               arrangement, and mission schools disappeared by 1914. When the French government authorized
               the establishment of private schools from 1922 on, some of them were reopened but
               in the face of a generally hostile local administration. Nevertheless, the missionaries
               opened several Catholic schools, including the junior seminary in Bingerville in 1936 and the senior seminary in Anyama in 1956.
            

            
             The Church showed strong early growth along the coast but lost ground with the advent
               of Harrism. In 1913 there were only about 2,400 Catholics. In 1911, Pope Pius X created a Vicariate
               Apostolic in Côte d’Ivoire, with a sub-structure of two prefectures and two vicariates.
               There were about 30 priests in 1934, when the first African priest, Father René Kouassi,
               was ordained, followed by a second priest, Father Bernard Yago, in 1947. Three other African priests were ordained in 1949. In 1960, in anticipation
               of independence, Monsignor Bernard Yago became the first Ivoirian archbishop of Abidjan, prompting Auguste Denise to congratulate the Church on having “won the race.” There are now 4 archdioceses
               (Abidjan, Bouaké, Gagnoa, and Korhogo) and 11 dioceses in the country, all under Ivoirian bishops (4 archbishops
               and 10 bishops, with Bondoukou vacant since the death of Bishop Félix Kouadjo on 6 May 2012), with a total Catholic
               population estimated at 2.8 million, the majority of whom reside in Abidjan. The Ivoirian Congregation
               of Sisters of Our Lady of Peace was founded in 1965.
            

            
             Currently, the Catholic Church has 800 priests, the majority of them Ivoirian nationals.
               Among the European priests, the most common order remains the African Mission Fathers
               (about 190). There are about 1,500 Ivoirian men and women in religious orders. In 1983, Pope John Paul II elevated Monsignor Yago to become
               the first Ivoirian cardinal.
            

            
             The education mission of the Catholic Church remains strong; there are roughly 400
               Catholic primary schools which enroll about 100,000 pupils (22 percent of the country’s
               total), and there are 15 secondary and technical schools that are providing education
               to 7,000 students (12 percent of the total).
            

            
             The growth of the church has also been accompanied by the construction of new edifices,
               the most prominent being St. Paul’s Cathedral in Abidjan and the Basilique Notre Dame de la Paix in Yamoussoukro. St. Paul’s Cathedral was completed in 1985 at a cost of 5 billion F CFA and seats
               6,000 worshipers comfortably. The Basilique was completed in 1990 at a cost of roughly
               $300 million and can seat 7,000 worshippers comfortably, if they can be found. John
               Paul II made three papal visits to the country, in 1980, 1985, and 1990, the last
               one to consecrate the basilica.
            

            
             The Catholic Church played an important role throughout the Ivoirian debacle that
               erupted in 2002, particularly following the post-election crisis in November 2010
               and beyond. Its mission in Duékoué became a sanctuary for nearly 30,000 people fleeing
               the violence. In July 2012, the last group of 737 internally displaced people (IDP)
               were moved to the Nahibly camp, built by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
               to decongest the Catholic mission and offer more services and facilities as well as
               greater security, and 11 others returned to their villages. The church also runs a
               national radio station, the Radio Nationale Catholique de Côte d’Ivoire, and a community
               radio, Radio Notre Dame FM station, run by the diocese of Yamoussoukro. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	CAVALLY RIVER

         
         	
            With its headwaters in the Nimba Mountains of Guinea, the Cavally serves as boundary
               between Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia for over half its length. It has no large tributaries. It is navigable by small boats
               to about 48 kilometers inland, but the mouth near Cape Palmas is dangerously obstructed
               by rocks and sandbars.
            

            
         

         
         	CERCLE

         
         	
            The major administrative unit in French colonies, each presided over by a commandant de cercle. The commandants were originally military officers but were gradually replaced by civilian graduates
               of the École Coloniale in Paris. Cercles were divided into smaller units called sous-divisions, headed by (French) chefs de sous-division. From about the 1930s until independence, there were 20 cercles in Côte d’Ivoire, divided into 53 sous-divisions. In March 1959, the 18 cercles then still in place were combined into four départements.
            

            
         

         
         	CHAUVIN-BUTHAUD, LAURENCE (1985?–)

         
         	
            Fashion designer. Born in Abidjan to a Cameroonian mother and an industrialist French father, Laurence Chauvin-Buthaud
               grew up and started her schooling in Côte d’Ivoire. She moved to France when she was
               16. She said she waited tables for two years before she decided to continue her studies.
               She wanted to do something creative; she was initially more attracted to interior
               design but then changed her mind and decided to study fashion at the Studio Berçot
               in Paris. After completing her studies, she interned at Louis Vuitton, working with
               Marc Jacobs, for a few months; she started making a living as trend reporter for French
               TV on Canal+ before returning to Abidjan in 2006 to launch her career.
            

            
             Laurence Chauvin-Buthaud started by creating a women’s T-shirt collection that flopped.
               She took time out in London to reassess the experience. In London, she met musician
               Keziah Jones who asked her to design a stage costume for him. She had just made friends
               with a pattern maker called Christina, and the collaboration on Jones’s costume was
               a success. As a result, Laurence asked Christina to join her full time.
            

            
             They moved to Abidjan, and she decided to go into menswear. She launched the Laurenceairline
               collection, “a really simple menswear line with the shirt as the basis of my collection.”
               She also made a conscious decision not only to source and work with African fabric,
               but to manufacture locally as well. She set up a factory in Abidjan where the collection
               is now manufactured entirely by local workers that Laurence has trained. Laurence
               Chauvin-Buthaud was awarded the Best Emerging Talent in Johannesburg’s fashion week
               in November 2012. She divides her time between the Abidjan and Paris headquarters
               of Laurenceairline. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	CHIEFTAINCY

         
         	
            The French theoretically supported the concept of direct rule in their colonial administration,
               that is, without the intermediation of traditional rulers. There were, however, important
               exceptions: because of the need to control the Gold Coast border, they reinstated
               the king of Sanwi in 1920 and recognized other Anyi kings of Ndenye, Moronou, and Bettié, as well as the king of the Abron. But the institution was modified to fit the French hierarchical norm, as in the
               establishment of uniform chiefly ranks, from chef supérieur through chef de canton, chef de village, chef de groupe, and chef de quartier. Chef supérieurs were named for Ndenye, Sanwi, the Senufo, the Attié, and the Abé. These were sometimes individuals with traditional claims, but more often than not
               they were individuals of proven loyalty to the administration.
            

            
             The chefs de canton were the effective colonial officials at the lowest administrative level, the only
               ones with real and definitive territorial administrative power; however, they were
               seen by the French as nothing more than agents of administration. The chefs de village were often more isolated from colonial power and were chosen more on the basis of
               local support. Consequently, they were the least affected by the erosion of legitimacy
               that followed from ties to the colonial system.
            

            
         

         
         	CHILD LABOR

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire has been dogged by allegations of child labor abuse ever since reports
               surfaced in the international media that children were being sold into slavery to
               work on cocoa farms. Part of the difficulty is that learning by working has been a traditionally
               accepted method of socialization. In other words, child labor is quite pervasive throughout
               the country, and children often accompany their parents to the farm or market. They
               participate in farmwork, learning to plant, weed, harvest, or take care of crops.
               Similarly, children in fishing communities perform various tasks such as mending nets,
               painting and fixing canoes and boats, setting traps, and diving to untangle nets and
               fishing hooks or retrieve traps, and so on. In the northern part of the country, herding
               of cattle is another important occupation that involves child labor.
            

            
             Because all these experiences can take them out of the classroom, they obviously
               have implications for the formal education of children, a right to which they are
               also entitled. In short, child laborers are less likely to attend school, even when
               facilities are available, because their help is needed on the farms. According to
               the International Labor Organization (ILO), 34 percent of children on cocoa farms
               attended school compared to 64 percent of children who do not work on farms. And only
               33 percent of children of immigrant cocoa workers attended school; by contrast, 71
               percent of the local children attended school. And yet, as the Bureau of International
               Labor Affairs rightfully contends, access to quality education is a critical component in preventing the economic exploitation of children. In western
               Côte d’Ivoire, the challenge is the violence that has displaced many children who
               have lost their birth certificates and school booklets required for admission, not
               to mention the lack of teachers because they have also been displaced. Parents in
               the west are also wary about sending their children, especially girls, to school because
               of fear of exposing them to rape and other forms of sexual abuse.
            

            
             As Cornell University’s ILR School reports, the Ivoirian labor code sets the minimum
               age for employment at 14 years; children under 18 are not allowed to work for more
               than 12 consecutive hours or at night, unless working as an apprentice. Parents or
               legal guardians are supposed to sign employment contracts on behalf of children under
               the age of 16 and to serve as witnesses to the signing of contracts for children 16
               to 18 years old. Moreover, Decree No. 96-193 is supposed to restrict children from
               working in bars, hotels, pawnshops, and secondhand clothing stores. While child labor
               laws apply to all sectors and industries in Côte d’Ivoire, enforcement is especially
               difficult in the informal sector because of lack of sufficient government resources.
            

            
             Some 819,921 children are identified as working in the cocoa sector. Tulane University
               reports that an estimated 414,778 or 50.6 percent of children ages 5 to 17 involved
               in the cocoa sector sustained injuries during the 2008–9 harvest season. In 2010,
               the Ivoirian government released a report which estimated that more than 30,000 children
               live in conditions of forced labor in rural areas. Ivoirian girls as young as nine
               years of age work as domestics, often for 12 to 14 hours per day, and they are subjected
               to beatings and sexual abuse. Some boys, known as talibés, are forced by their Koranic teachers to beg on the streets. Such boys worked for
               10 hours or more per day. Prior to the 2010–11 civil unrest, there were thousands
               of these children on the streets in Abidjan and other urban centers. Their numbers increased after the civil unrest, as many
               children were separated from their parents. Street children are forced to sleep on
               the street; some are forced to exchange sex for favors or sell their bodies to survive.
            

            
             Trafficking of children from neighboring countries remains a problem. Boys from Ghana, Burkina Faso, and Mali are trafficked to work in agriculture and in the service sector. Boys from Ghana and Guinea are trafficked to work in the
               mining sector; those from Benin work in construction. From 1999 to January 2002, Côte d’Ivoire
               prosecuted at least 22 traffickers and repatriated over 3,000 foreign trafficked children.
               However, children are still trafficked from Côte d’Ivoire to African, European, and
               Middle Eastern countries.
            

            
             Working with international partners, the government of Côte d’Ivoire has taken steps
               to address some of the underlining concerns. It signed a bilateral agreement with
               Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, and Togo to curb the trafficking of Malian children into
               Côte d’Ivoire. In July 2001, the National Committee for Combating Trafficking and
               Exploitation of Children was established by presidential decree. The government has
               also initiated several educational and training programs to discourage trafficking.
               There is a greater willingness to use the police along the country’s borders to stop
               international trafficking. The chocolate industry has also been pitching in. It has
               sponsored some projects such as the one identified by Humphrey Hawksley in the village
               of Campement Paul, near San Pédro. A small school was built there in 2008, “for which the villagers had to pay half
               of the $20,000 costs.” It can accommodate 150 children, but that leaves another 400
               children in the community without access to school.
            

            
             The Bureau of International Labor Affairs of the United States’ Department of Labor
               reports that Côte d’Ivoire made moderate progress in efforts to eliminate the worst
               forms of child labor in 2012. The government adopted a National Action Plan targeting
               “child trafficking, exploitation and labor; adopted an updated list of hazardous activities
               prohibited to children; hired 8,000 new teachers; launched a national awareness campaign
               targeting the worst forms of child labor; and began participating in a project to
               support the collection of nationally representative survey data on child labor in
               cocoa growing areas of Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana.” However, the reality is that Côte
               d’Ivoire lacks a compulsory education law, and enforcement is often lacking. There
               are also no programs to assist children found in the worst forms of labor in other
               types of agriculture besides cocoa, or in mining, domestic service, and commercial
               sexual exploitation. While Côte d’Ivoire has made progress, it still has a long way
               to go before it can put child labor issues behind it.
            

            
         

         
         	CISSÉ, ABDOURAHMANE (1981–)

         
         	
            A fast-rising star in the Ivoirian political firmament. Abdourahmane Cissé has been
               minister in charge of the budget in the office of the prime minister since 13 November
               2013; previously, from January to November 2013, he was chief of staff of Nialé Kaba, minister in charge of the economy in the Office of the Prime Minister. From July to December 2012, he was adviser to
               President Alassane Ouattara on public finances, working under the supervision of Amadou Gon Coulibaly.
            

            
             Prior to entering public life, he worked in the private sector at Goldman Sachs International
               in London from 2005 to November 2011, including serving as vice president and executive
               director (trader) in the Equities Department–Index Trading. From 2007 to 2009, he
               worked in the Commodities and Equities Department; from 2005 to 2007, he was involved
               in the oil and gas division of the Commodities Department. He studied applied mathematics,
               economics, physics, and information technologies in the École Polytechnique de Paris
               from 2001 to 2004. He also earned a diploma in engineering from the Institut Français
               du Pétrole (French Petroleum Institute) and the University of Oklahoma in 2004–5.
            

            
         

         
         	CISSOKO, SOULEYMANE IBRAHIM (1914–?)

         
         	
            A Bambara and a Muslim, Cissoko was secretary general of the Post and Telecommunications Workers’
               Union from 1947 to 1951. At the same time, he was political adviser to an Abidjan branch of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). He worked in the control office of the Posts and Telecommunications administration
               as head of mobile inspection from 1962 to 1963; he was promoted to director general
               (1963–64) and then to secretary of state (1964–66), after which he was named minister
               of posts and telecommunications for a decade (21 January 1966 to 4 March 1976). He
               was a member of both the Economic and Social Council and the Political Bureau of the
               PDCI from 1975 to 1980. It is unclear if he is still alive.
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL SOCIETY

         
         	
            Until President Félix Houphouët-Boigny reluctantly agreed to the political opening in 1990, civil society organizations
               were practically non-existent. Côte d’Ivoire had a plethora of associations, but they
               were highly regulated and controlled. There were very few if any associations that
               represented the interests of their members or pushed against state policies or the
               wishes of the president. For instance, trade unions were essentially turned into branches
               of the ruling Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and subordinated to the only authorized and tightly controlled trade union
               federation, the Union Générale des Travailleurs de Côte d’Ivoire (UGTCI). None of these were autonomous organizations that articulated the interests
               of their members and pushed against attempts by the state to capture them. For instance,
               all students were expected to join the Mouvement des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (MEECI); student radicals rejected this “official” imposition and formed alternative
               organizations such as the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) and later the Association Générale des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire
               (AGEECI).
            

            
             The Syndicat National des Enseignants du Secondaire de Côte d’Ivoire (SYNESCI) and the Syndicat National de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (SYNARES) remained virtually the only genuine civil society organizations. They resisted
               all efforts by the Ivoirian state to bring them under control through coerced affiliation
               with the UGTCI. Their resistance triggered one of the first serious challenges to
               the state in early 1982. As the country was experiencing the conjoncture after two decades of rapid economic growth, students and teachers became the animateurs of protest demonstrations against continuing control of the state by a small group
               of party leaders; they also spoke up against government corruption. They circulated tracts purporting to document the ill-gotten gains of the ruling
               class, identifying who had accumulated how much by name. In the absence of associational
               life, students and intellectuals filled the void. They had become more radicalized
               by the late 1980s and were instrumental in pressing the case for political liberalization,
               government transparency, and accountability.
            

            
             There was a flowering of all kinds of associational life following the lifting of
               the ban on political activities in 1990. Not only did politicians who had been waiting
               in the wings take advantage of President Houphouët-Boigny’s version of glasnost to
               form more than two dozen political parties, but very many other organizations, from media outlets to social, cultural, research,
               and economic non-governmental organizations (NGOs), were founded. The FESCI emerged
               out of this environment, supported by dissident intellectuals involved in the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). In the wake of the failed coup of September 2002, and in keeping with the Linas-Marcoussis agreement, civil society
               was assigned four ministries in the government of national reconciliation formed by
               Prime Minister Seydou Diarra on 10 February 2003. This marked a formal recognition of the important role of civil
               society.
            

            
             A civil society coalition was formed in January 2003. Known as the Convention de
               la Société Civile Ivoirienne (CSCI), it was first created by the Ligue Ivoirienne
               des Droits de l’Homme (LIDHO) in response to the politico-military crisis that began
               in September 2002. It was reinforced in 2005 by being open to all the organizations
               representing the Ivoirian people, including trade unions, NGOs, professional organizations,
               political parties, traditional chiefs, and religious organizations. It currently consists
               of 132 national organizations. The convention, whose slogan is “Act together for durable
               nation building,” claims that it is “an apolitical, secular, non-regionalist, non-racial,
               and non-profit platform that is independent of the political class.” That self-characterization
               is significant because it speaks to one of the real weaknesses of Ivoirian civil society
               all along, that too many of its members have been too partisan rather than independent;
               all too often, they have chosen political sides or have been too compromised by their
               association with political actors to provide an effective, independent voice to Ivoirian
               society. However, even the CSCI is weathering a crisis. It is faced with a leadership
               struggle, or what one newspaper has described as the “guerre de positionnement.” It struggled to hold its fourth congress on schedule because the leadership was
               contested between rival claimants. In short, a genuine civil society remains to be
               built in Côte d’Ivoire. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	CIVIL WAR

         
         	
            Long touted as an oasis of peace and stability, Côte d’Ivoire has experienced more
               than a decade of civil unrest, punctuated by two civil wars since the early 2000s.
               The first civil war, of much longer duration than the second, was triggered by an
               unsuccessful attempt to overthrow President Laurent Gbagbo while he was out of the country on 19 September 2002. The rebels had launched simultaneous
               attacks in Abidjan, Bouaké, and Korhogo, that is, in the south, center, and north, respectively. Government forces managed
               to secure Abidjan after fierce gun and mortar battles that left at least 300 people
               dead, including General Robert Guéï, his wife Rose, several other family members, his aide-de-camp Captain Fabien Coulibaly,
               and Interior Minister Emile Boga Doudou. The coup failed largely because a planned revolt within Abidjan’s Akouédo army barracks did
               not occur, and because Ibrahim Coulibaly, alias IB, did not come down from Burkina Faso with his men to join the fight as
               had been expected. Nevertheless, the rebels seized control of Bouaké and Korhogo and
               effectively split the country in two, with a rebel-held north and a government-controlled
               south.
            

            
             The government and state media accused General Guéï and ex–prime minister Alassane Ouattara of masterminding the coup attempt with the backing of an unnamed (initially at least)
               foreign country. The gendarmes used the pretext of hunting down rebels who were presumably
               hiding among the foreign population in the slum neighborhood of Agban to bulldoze
               and burn down shacks and tenements, displacing some 5,000 poor and vulnerable West
               African immigrants. Ouattara’s residence was also attacked, and he sought refuge in
               the French ambassador’s residence where he was holed up until late November. France established a forward base in Yamoussoukro in preparation for evacuating French citizens and Western nationals from Bouaké,
               if and when it became necessary. With American logistical support, French forces did
               indeed evacuate more than 1,200 foreigners from Bouaké and Yamoussoukro, including
               100 American students and staff stranded at the International Christian Academy, from
               26 to 29 September.
            

            
             Having regrouped in their stronghold of Bouaké, the rebels threatened to march on
               Abidjan, but France blocked their southern advance. This did not endear France to
               the rebels. At the same time, the Jeunes Patriotes (JP), a galaxy of young nationalist groups led by Charles Blé Goudé and allied with Laurent Gbagbo, talked tough about crushing the rebellion but for
               France standing in their way. They accused France of supporting the rebels. They rallied
               by the thousands in the streets of Abidjan denouncing the rebellion, demanding that
               they be disarmed and brought to justice or worse. There were counter-demonstrations
               in support of the rebels in Bouaké. Abidjan expected France to intervene on the side
               of the government by activating the independence-era defense agreement. France was
               clearly caught between a rock and a hard place, resented by both sides.
            

            
             Laurent Gbagbo’s government made desperate attempts to retake Bouaké and the north
               and unify the country, all to no avail. Yet these efforts contributed to igniting
               the first civil war, a nine-month debacle. The rebels reinforced their positions with
               heavy weapons funneled through Burkina Faso, handed out guns and uniforms to new recruits,
               and consolidated their control over the north. They took the name the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire (MPCI) under the political leadership of Guillaume Soro. They pushed west, and there were fierce battles for control of Vavoua, Daloa, and other strategic western towns. Daloa fell to the rebels on 12 October, although
               it was taken back by loyalist forces a couple of days later.
            

            
             As the fighting intensified, so did the diplomatic efforts to find a resolution.
               On behalf of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Senegalese foreign minister Cheik Tidiane Gadio brokered a cease-fire that
               went into effect on 17 October, nearly a month after the rebellion started. At President
               Gbagbo’s request, the French Licorne deployed along the east–west line of demarcation
               on 20 October to monitor the cease-fire pending the arrival of the proposed West African
               peacekeeping force. But Licorne also had to confront the siege of its base in Port-Bouët by hundreds of Jeunes Patriotes who were demanding the handover of Alassane Ouattara.
               They used tear gas and stun grenades to disperse the crowd.
            

            
             In turn, the Jeunes Patriotes hurled rocks and smashed the windows of vehicles belonging
               to foreigners or anyone who appeared French. France ordered all French schools in
               Abidjan closed and placed the 20,000 or so French residents on a state of high alert.
               In the meantime, there were troubling signs not just of the violence continuing but
               also of extra-judicial killings. One of the ugliest episodes involved the abduction
               and killing of Dr. Benoit Dacoury-Tabley, the younger brother of Louis André Dacoury-Tabley, a former ally of Gbagbo who had defected to the side of the MPCI. His bullet-riddled
               body was discovered on 8 November. On 27 November, government forces were accused
               of killing more than 120 civilians suspected of collaborating with the rebels in Monoko-Zohi.
            

            
             Meanwhile, as the civil war ramped up, two new rebel movements emerged in the west,
               namely the Mouvement Populaire Ivoirien du Grand-Ouest (MPIGO) and the Mouvement pour la Justice et la Paix (MJP). They took the towns of Man and Danané in the west on 28 November. Former combatants in Liberia’s civil war,
               the so-called Lima militia, also joined the fray out west. France negotiated with
               the rebels and dispatched troops to evacuate foreigners trapped in the west. However,
               on 30 November, French troops had to battle the rebels near Man in order to evacuate
               some 160 foreigners. At least 10 rebels died and 1 French soldier was injured in the
               clashes. The cease-fire nearly unraveled when French positions near Duékoué were attacked
               by two groups of rebels, injuring nine soldiers, one of them seriously, on 6 January
               2003. A French counter-offensive apparently killed 30 rebels. The MPIGO and MJP joined
               forces with Soro’s MPCI to form the Forces Nouvelles de Côte d’Ivoire (FNCI) or Forces
               Nouvelles (FN) for short.
            

            
             When negotiations between the government and the FN reached an impasse, all sides
               accepted a French invitation to convene in Linas-Marcoussis for talks in January 2003.
               Nine days of talks (15–24 January) produced a power-sharing agreement known as the
               Linas-Marcoussis Accord (LMA). It paved the way for the formation of a 44-member government
               of national reconciliation under consensus prime minister Seydou Elimane Diarra. More importantly, it allowed Laurent Gbagbo to keep the presidency. Nevertheless,
               pro-Gbagbo supporters were outraged by the peace deal with the rebels. They organized
               protest demonstrations in Abidjan, burning French flags and calling for the death
               of the French president. These demonstrations were accompanied by ethnic clashes that
               claimed 10 lives on 1 February 2003. Meanwhile, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) endorsed the LMA; the Security Council also authorized the
               deployment of French and ECOWAS peacekeeping forces on 4 February.
            

            
             Notwithstanding the truce, fighting continued as the government sought to win the
               civil war on the battlefield. On 1 March, government helicopter gunships attacked
               rebel-held positions in Bin-Houye, reportedly killing 20 civilians and wounding many
               others. Meanwhile, the distribution of ministerial positions in the new government
               continued to be a sticking point until a summit in Accra dubbed Accra II managed to
               work out a compromise: 10 cabinet positions for Gbagbo’s Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI); 7 each for the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), and the MPCI; and 7 posts shared between the MJP and MPIGO. The summit persuaded
               the MPCI to abandon its demand for the sensitive posts of defense and interior.
            

            
             On 25 March 2003, a peaceful march designed to protest the slow pace of implementation
               of the LMA was violently suppressed by the Forces Armées Nationales de Côte d’Ivoire
               (FANCI), the national army. According to the government, 37 people died, a figure
               disputed by the PDCI. It claimed that 300 to 500 people were killed. A UN report estimated
               that at least 120 people died; it also implicated highly placed government officials.
               As a result of the repression, some opposition parties withdrew from the government.
            

            
             The government was finally able to hold its first cabinet meeting in Abidjan with
               the participation of all ministers on 17 April 2003. Meanwhile, the chief of operations
               of MPIGO, Sergeant Félix Doh, whose real name was Saint-Clair N’Dri N’Guessan, was
               ambushed and killed on 25 April 2003 in the western village of Gbinta by fighters
               sent by General Sam Bockarie, alias “Mosquito,” a former rebel commander of the Revolutionary
               United Front (RUF) of Sierra Leone. The unsettled situation out west notwithstanding,
               a new general cease-fire agreement went into effect on 3 May 2003. And although both
               sides accused each other of cease-fire violations, on 17 June they began to pull back
               from their battle positions in order to give peace a chance. On 4 July 2003, there
               was a joint “End of the War” declaration that was signed by both the rebels and the
               national army at the presidential palace. The statement also called on “all residents
               of Côte d’Ivoire to follow the path of peace.” On 6 August, the Assemblée Nationale passed an amnesty law for the rebels. And yet 11 suspected mercenaries and accomplices
               were arrested in France and accused of plotting to assassinate President Gbagbo. On
               25 August, two French peacekeepers were killed in clashes with rebels. On 23 September,
               rebels suspended their participation in the government as well as the disarmament
               exercise, accusing Gbagbo of foot-dragging. And the north continued to be administered
               by rebel commanders rather than by the central government.
            

            
             Both sides of the civil war seemed to take their frustrations out on the French Licorne
               and UN peacekeepers, whose casualties began to creep up. On 4 November, government
               warplanes attacked rebel positions in Bouaké and Korhogo in what was dubbed “Operation
               Dignity.” Fear of similar strikes out west triggered an exodus of 19,000 people into
               Liberia. Then came the fateful moment two days later when a second air strike hit a French
               military base in Bouaké killing 9 French peacekeepers and wounding 23 more. The Ivoirian
               government claimed it was a mistake. The French president ordered a swift retaliatory
               attack that destroyed the entire Ivoirian air force fleet. The response triggered
               anti-French riots (7–9 November). The death toll from these riots reached 64; some
               250 were reported wounded. France was forced to beef up its military presence to more
               than 5,000 soldiers. From 10 to 15 November, France and the UN began an evacuation
               of some 9,500 foreigners, including 8,000 French nationals. For its part, on 17 December,
               the Assemblée Nationale went ahead and passed a long-awaited reform legislation regarding
               nationality and the eligibility requirement for the presidency. The stumbling block
               remained President Gbagbo’s insistence that any amendment of Article 35 had to be
               put to a referendum, which was a deal breaker for the rebels.
            

            
             With presidential elections planned for October 2005, the UNSC authorized repairs
               to (but no rearming of) Ivoirian airplanes that were damaged in the French retaliation
               in November 2004. The UN even postponed targeted sanctions in January in order to
               facilitate the mediation effort by South African president Thabo Mbeki on behalf of
               the African Union (AU). But when pro-government militia forces attacked Forces Nouvelles (FN) positions
               north of the buffer zone in Logouale on 28 February 2005, the peace process was dealt
               another severe blow. Both sides traded accusations of imminent attacks throughout
               the month of March. Pro-Gbagbo youth militias demanded the withdrawal of UN and French
               forces to allow them to retake rebel-held territory. Thabo Mbeki’s mediation (Pretoria
               I) seemed to finally bear fruit in April 2005. The Pretoria agreement declared the
               immediate and final cessation of all hostilities and the end of the war throughout
               the national territory. Rebel forces began to pull heavy weapons from the front line
               on 21 April. Mbeki insisted on the need to suspend Article 35 in order to allow all
               Ivoirian signatories to the LMA to contest the upcoming October presidential elections.
               In mid-May, the army and the FN signed a disarmament agreement in Yamoussoukro. However,
               both sides were hedging their bets, and only a few token weapons were surrendered
               at the end of May. Indeed, on 9 June 2005, violent inter-ethnic clashes again claimed
               the lives of more than 100 people in Duékoué.
            

            
             While much of the actual fighting had subsided by late 2004, the civil war continued
               in the form of a slow-motion, low-intensity warfare that was best described in Abidjan
               as “no war, no peace.” The war was going nowhere, but it was taking a toll on both
               sides. On 23 July 2005, unidentified gunmen attacked two security checkpoints in Abidjan;
               at least four people were killed. On 27 July, five policemen were killed in Abidjan
               while 17 assailants and seven soldiers were killed in Agboville. The military prosecutor made the serious allegation that assailants had come from
               neighboring Mali and Burkina Faso. The Forces Nouvelles refused to disarm until the enabling legislation stipulated
               under Pretoria was passed. On 25 August 2005, the rebels withdrew from the peace process
               and also announced that they intended to boycott the upcoming presidential election.
               Not surprisingly, at the end of September, President Gbagbo announced the postponement
               of presidential elections that were due to be held on 30 October 2015, citing the
               failure of the rebels to disarm.
            

            
             Although unpopular with the rebels and opposition political parties, the UN endorsed
               the decision by the African Union Peace and Security Council (AUPSC) to retain Gbagbo
               in the presidency for one year but to appoint a new consensus prime minister. After
               deadlocking over the issue, Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo and Thabo Mbeki imposed Charles Konan Banny as the new prime minister on 4 December. He was given the mandate to negotiate disarmament
               with the rebels and conduct new elections by October 2006. On 28 December, Konan Banny
               formed an inclusive, 32-member cabinet, despite the contestation by the Jeunes Patriotes
               that the relative distribution of cabinet positions was unacceptable. At the same
               time, the UNSC imposed a ban on the importation of rough diamonds from the country
               to prevent proceeds from being used to fuel the conflict; it also renewed the arms
               embargo and reissued the threat of targeted sanctions against anyone obstructing the
               peace process.
            

            
             On 2 January 2006, unidentified gunmen attacked military bases in Abidjan. Two weeks
               later, four days of violent protests were started by Gbagbo’s supporters over an apparent
               decision by the international working group to let the mandate of the FPI-dominated
               Assemblée Nationale expire. The supporters took the news as an egregious interference
               in Côte d’Ivoire’s internal affairs. Presidents Obasanjo and Mbeki attempted to calm
               the situation by insisting that the Assemblée Nationale had not been dissolved. Despite
               the ongoing challenges to the peace process, on 1 April 2006 disarmament talks were
               held between rebel commanders and army chiefs under the auspices of President Sasso
               Nguesso, with both sides agreeing to proceed with the disarmament and identification
               exercises simultaneously. In late May, the pre-confinement of government and rebel
               forces began, and even though pro-Gbagbo militias failed to disarm as scheduled on
               16 June, the triumph of the national football team, the Éléphants, over Serbia-Montenegro
               in a group stage consolation match during the World Cup brought much-needed relief
               from the gnawing war. Captain Didier Drogba helped to secure a truce in 2006 by convincing President Gbagbo to restart peace
               talks. He also helped to reduce tensions between government and rebel forces in 2007
               by playing a match in Bouaké. The occasion brought the two armies together peacefully
               for the first time.
            

            
             In January 2007, President Gbagbo took a gamble by initiating face-to-face negotiations
               with the rebels in Ouagadougou. Brokered by President Blaise Compaoré, the negotiations resulted in a signed agreement known as the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) on 4 March 2007, which finally truly terminated the first civil war. Just as
               important, an additional agreement was reached on 27 March that paved the way for
               Prime Minister Konan Banny to be replaced with Guillaume Soro. Both the UNSC and the
               AU approved the deal.
            

            
             In essence, the second civil war can be traced to the 12 February 2010 decision by
               President Gbagbo to dissolve both the government of Prime Minister Guillaume Soro
               and the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI), headed by Robert Beugré Mambé. He accused the latter of voter registration fraud on behalf of the opposition. The
               decision triggered a series of rolling anti-Gbagbo protest demonstrations in major
               cities around the country until both were reinstated. On 23 February, Soro returned
               as the prime minister and formed a new government, but without opposition representatives.
               Three days later, the CEI was also reinstated, but with a new head, Youssouf Bakayoko. Opposition representatives also rejoined Soro’s cabinet. And with that, the stage
               was set for the oft-postponed presidential elections.
            

            
             On 6 September, Prime Minister Soro announced that an agreement had been reached
               on the final voter register. A presidential decree signed on 9 September validating
               the voter register confirmed Soro’s announcement and removed the final political obstacle
               to the elections. The Cadre Permanent de Concertation (CPC) endorsed the final voter
               register on 21 September. The next day, demobilization payments to former rebels began.
               In turn, Choi Young-jin certified the voter register on 24 September and, on 29 September,
               the UNSC increased the ONUCI’s military and police strength by an additional 500 troops.
               Two weeks later, the Security Council renewed the sanctions regime for another six
               months and kept the ban on the trade in rough diamonds, but lifted the ban on importation
               of “non-lethal” crowd control equipment. The CEI announced plans to train some 66,000
               polling officers on 27 October, just four days before the vote. The chief of staff
               of the army announced that 1,500 soldiers had been deployed to maintain the peace.
               And Choi Young-jin announced that an additional 500 peacekeepers had arrived in Abidjan.
               To provide one last chance for voters to pick up their IDs and voting cards, 29 October
               was declared a public holiday.
            

            
             The first round of elections was held as scheduled on 31 October without any major
               incident, raising high hopes that the elections were going to allow Côte d’Ivoire
               to put the last decade of military-political crisis behind it and rebuild its economy
               as well as its battered psyche. Since none of the 14 candidates won an absolute majority,
               a runoff election was scheduled for 28 November between incumbent president Laurent
               Gbagbo and former prime minister Alassane Ouattara, the two candidates who received
               the most votes in the first round. The country even witnessed its first-ever televised
               presidential debate in an atmosphere that was refreshingly civil and relaxed, with
               several lighter moments.
            

            
             But then, on 27 November, President Gbagbo imposed a controversial nationwide curfew
               from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. until 1 December; precautionary measure or not, the move contributed
               to raising the anxiety level unnecessarily ahead of the voting on 28 November. The
               real trouble began on 30 November when an internationally televised attempt to announce
               the provisional results of the vote was disrupted by two commissioners allied with
               Gbagbo. They ripped the tally sheets from Bamba Yacouba, the CEI’s spokesperson, and
               tore them up. Subsequently, the security forces blocked Youssouf Bakayoko from entering
               his office. As a result, he went to the UN-protected Golf Hotel to announce the results,
               which showed that Ouattara had won 54 percent of the votes to Gbagbo’s 46 percent.
            

            
             Gbagbo’s next move was to close all borders; he also pulled the plug on international
               radio and television broadcasts. The unfolding post-election crisis became full blown
               when, on the evening of 2 December, Paul Yao N’Dré, Gbagbo’s good friend and president of the Constitutional Council, invalidated 570,000
               votes cast for Ouattara in seven of his northern regional strongholds because of what
               he termed “flagrant irregularities,” thus declaring Gbagbo the winner with 51.45 percent
               of the vote. On 4 December, Yao N’Dré swore in Gbagbo as the constitutionally elected
               president at the presidential palace. In turn, Alassane Ouattara had himself sworn
               in as president at the Golf Hotel, thus setting up what the Ivoirian media came to
               call the Republic of the Golf. Ouattara appointed Soro as his prime minister. The
               following day, Gbagbo appointed Gilbert Marie Ake N’Gbo as his new prime minister.
            

            
             The Economic Community of West African States, the African Union, the United Nations’
               special representative Choi, and the international community as a whole recognized
               Alassane Ouattara as the duly elected and legitimate president of Côte d’Ivoire. ECOWAS
               and the AU suspended the country from all their decision-making bodies. Meanwhile,
               on 12 December, government troops sealed off the Golf Hotel, Ouattara’s makeshift
               government headquarters and temporary residence. On 16 December, Ouattara supporters
               tried unsuccessfully to break the siege and take over key state institutions, including
               the RTI, the national TV station. The fighting around the Golf Hotel claimed about
               30 lives. The second civil war was well under way.
            

            
             On 17 December, as the stalemate persisted and repression continued, Prime Minister
               Raila Odinga of Kenya, the new AU mediator, called for the forcible removal of Gbagbo
               from office if necessary. The next day, Gbagbo accused the UN and French peacekeepers
               of collusion with the rebels and ordered them to leave the country. A day later, the
               EU imposed targeted sanctions, including a travel ban and the freezing of financial
               assets, on Gbagbo and 18 associates. A few days later, Nigeria evacuated its diplomatic
               personnel as its embassy in Abidjan came under attack. Additional international sanctions
               against Gbagbo’s government came from the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO), with Gbagbo’s access to Côte d’Ivoire’s sovereign funds blocked. At the
               UN, only Ouattara’s appointees were being seated as legitimate representatives of
               Côte d’Ivoire. The United States followed suit by imposing a travel ban on Gbagbo
               and 30 of his associates and, on 29 December, Canada canceled the accreditation of
               the Ivoirian ambassador to Ottawa appointed by Gbagbo. As the month of December and
               the year 2010 came to a close, two prominent French lawyers, former foreign minister
               Roland Dumas and Jacques Verges, arrived in Abidjan to provide legal assistance to
               Gbagbo, even as the EU increased the number of sanctioned Gbagbo loyalists to 59 and
               Britain withdrew its recognition of the Ivoirian ambassador appointed by Gbagbo. Britain
               also revealed that it would support military intervention in Côte d’Ivoire provided
               that it had UN authorization.
            

            
             Both sides dug in their heels during the new year. The UN beefed up its presence
               by adding 2,000 soldiers, ignoring Gbagbo’s quit order. On 4 January 2011, ECOWAS
               and AU mediators returned to Abidjan with an offer of amnesty for Gbagbo to step down,
               but Gbagbo refused. The latest missed opportunity was made worse the following day
               when Foreign Minister Alcide Djédjé told the press that the siege of the Golf Hotel would not be lifted until rebel soldiers
               withdrew from the premises. This was followed two days later by the expulsion of the
               Canadian and British ambassadors. Otherwise things were not really going well for
               Laurent Gbagbo except perhaps President Atta Mills’s decision to take Ghana out of the equation of a possible ECOWAS intervention because he claimed his country’s
               military was overstretched by other global peacekeeping commitments.
            

            
             On 10 January, Ambassador Youssoufou Bamba threw Gbagbo another lifeline. He told
               the BBC that Ouattara would be willing to work with Gbagbo provided he gave up his
               claim to election victory. Gbagbo was unresponsive. On 11–12 January, at least seven
               policemen and six civilians were killed during two days of violent clashes between
               security forces and the “commando invisibles” led by Ibrahim Coulibaly in Abobo. The next day, pro-Gbagbo forces attacked and burned UN vehicles in five different
               incidents around Abidjan. On 17 January, the UNSC adopted Resolution 1967 authorizing
               2,000 additional troops to strengthen the ONUCI and demanding the lifting of the siege
               of the Golf Hotel. In response, on 20 January, Gbagbo ordered the military to stop
               and search UN vehicles in violation of the Status of Forces Agreement and Security
               Council Resolution 1962. The next day, the government withdrew its accreditation of
               France’s ambassador to Abidjan in retaliation for France’s accreditation of Ali Coulibaly,
               Ouattara’s envoy to France.
            

            
             Desperate to bring this intolerable post-election crisis to a rapid conclusion, Alassane
               Ouattara and the international community resorted to increased economic and financial
               strangulation. On 15 January, it was the EU that led the way by freezing the assets
               of the state oil company, Petroci, three banks, and the ports of Abidjan and San Pédro.
               On 22 January, the governor of the BCEAO, Philippe Henri Dakoury-Tabley, a close friend of Gbagbo, was forced to resign for allowing Gbagbo continued access
               to Ivoirian state funds. To add insult to injury, Ouattara was allowed to name his
               successor. This was followed by Ouattara’s call for a month-long international ban
               on cocoa exports from Côte d’Ivoire. The United States responded positively to the
               ban two days later (25 January). In return, on 26 January, Gbagbo ordered the seizure
               of all local branches of BCEAO. Mysteriously, on 8 February, fire gutted the treasury
               building, destroying crucial financial records. At a meeting with ECOWAS leaders on
               29 January, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urged them to maintain a united front against
               Gbagbo. And, on 2 February, the EU expanded the list of sanctions against Gbagbo and
               his associates. On 14 February, Citibank and BNP Paribas closed their operations in
               the country rather than give in to Gbagbo’s demands. Gbagbo responded on 17 February
               by nationalizing the local subsidiaries of French banks BNP Paribas and Société Générale.
            

            
             An intense media war was waged as part of the civil war. The media (print and electronic) became vital
               instruments of propaganda and also information dissemination. Journalists, presenters,
               and other media practitioners were targeted for harassment, intimidation, and even
               elimination. Thus, on 4 February, two journalists were detained and allegedly tortured
               for attempting to interview Ouattara. A few days later (9 February), the state regulatory
               commission ordered the UN radio station off the air, but the station managed to operate
               using an unauthorized FM frequency.
            

            
             The sporadic outbreaks of violence in the immediate post-election crisis gave way
               to sustained protest demonstrations and growing levels of violence in the form of
               beatings, abductions, kidnappings, assassinations, and renewed fighting. On 7 February,
               there were violent clashes between the security forces and Ouattara supporters in
               Abobo. On 21 February, there were protest demonstrations in Korhogo, Odienné, Ferkessédougou in the west, and Man in the west. The number of Ivoirian refugees in neighboring
               countries exceeded the 40,000 mark. There were an additional 40,000 internally displaced
               persons (IDPs) as well. On 22 February, renewed fighting between pro-Gbagbo and pro-Ouattara
               forces claimed the lives of at least 10 policemen and 2 civilians. The commando invisibles
               claimed they ambushed and killed 27 police officers in Abobo overnight. Automatic
               gunfire forced hundreds of Abobo residents to take to the main road leading out of
               the neighborhood on 24 February. On the same day, fighting also intensified in the
               west. Rebels seized Zouan-Hounien and Binhouye near the border with Liberia the next
               day. They would add to their ground gains by seizing Toulepleu on 6 March. The town
               of Doké fell on 12 March as the Forces Nouvelles pushed toward Bloléquin. They took the town on 21 March following heavy fighting.
               Gbagbo reacted by cutting electricity to the north.
            

            
             On 3 March, a day that will live in infamy, elements within the government security
               services opened fire on hundreds of women marching peacefully against Gbagbo for refusing
               to accept the election results, killing seven of them in cold blood. The UNSC authorized
               ONUCI “to use all necessary means to carry out its mandate, in particular to protect
               the civilians.” Meanwhile, on 8 March, four more people lost their lives as security
               forces again fired on unarmed demonstrators who were protesting the killing of the
               seven women during the previous week’s march.
            

            
             In the middle of the night of 14 March, General Philippe Mangou’s residence was attacked. Ten civilians and five soldiers were killed. Then on 17
               March, mortars were fired by government forces into the market in Abobo, killing 25
               or more people and injuring more than 40 others. Alassane Ouattara announced the creation
               of a new army, the Forces Républicaines de la Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI), made up of defectors
               from Gbagbo’s Force de Défense et de Sécurité (FDS) and the Forces Armée de Forces
               Nouvelles (FAFN). On 21 March, the “general of the street,” Blé Goudé, issued a call to arms, asking the JPs to enlist in the army en masse “to free Côte
               d’Ivoire from bandits.” Thousands of young people heeded the call and reported to
               an army base. As the situation deteriorated, about 1,000 people frantically tried
               to board buses that Mali had arranged to evacuate its nationals on 25 March.
            

            
             The FRCI began a major offensive to take control of the south and Abidjan from 28
               to 30 March; it also marked the beginning of the end of Gbagbo’s resistance. The western
               towns of Duékoué and Daloa were captured, along with Bondoukou and Abengourou nearer the border with Ghana. On 30 March, the political capital Yamoussoukro and
               the western town of Soubré both fell to the FRCI, apparently without much of a fight
               from Gbagbo’s forces. Gbagbo’s forces guarding the approach to the Golf Hotel melted
               away. As many as 50,000 soldiers, military police and security forces, defected to
               the Ouattara camp. Prominent among them was General Edouard Kassaraté, Gbagbo’s chief
               of military police. General Philippe Mangou sought refuge in the South African ambassador’s
               residence, only to leave inexplicably and rejoin the embattled Laurent Gbagbo on 3
               April. In the early morning of 31 March, the FRCI captured the strategic port city
               of San Pédro as well as the coastal town of Sassandra.
            

            
             As Alassane Ouattara’s forces massed on the outskirts of Abidjan, he appealed in
               a televised address for Gbagbo’s forces to join him in order to prevent further bloodshed.
               He also ordered the land borders with neighboring countries sealed. ONUCI took control
               of Abidjan airport. The decisive battle for control of Abidjan began on 1 April. There
               was heavy fighting around the presidential palace and the national television station,
               the RTI. Jean Ping, the AU commissioner, urged Gbagbo to “immediately hand over power”
               to Ouattara “in order to shorten the suffering of Ivoirians.” The FRCI offensive encountered
               strong resistance on 2 April as forces loyal to Gbagbo took control of the RTI and
               broadcast a call to arms. Pro-Gbagbo special forces attacked ONUCI, seriously injuring
               four peacekeepers. The Catholic charity Caritas reported on 3 April that over 1,000
               civilians had died in three days of fighting in Duékoué. France increased its Licorne
               troop level to 1,400. The International Red Cross reported the killing of about 800
               people in inter-ethnic violence in Duékoué after it had fallen to the FRCI.
            

            
             UN secretary general Ban Ki-moon sought French assistance to neutralize the heavy
               weapons that Gbagbo’s forces were using to target civilians and UN personnel. On 4
               April, UN and French attack helicopters bombed three strategic military camps including
               Akouédo in Abidjan to degrade their capability and neutralize their heavy weapons.
               On 6 April, Gbagbo’s forces resumed attacks around Abidjan, while Ouattara’s forces
               tried to dislodge Gbagbo from the presidential palace. During that day, French army
               chief Edouard Guillaud told the media that Gbagbo was negotiating the terms of his
               surrender, but Gbagbo later denied it. Meanwhile, the UN uncovered over 100 bodies
               in three different towns. Finally, with the help of the Licorne and ONUCI forces,
               Ouattara’s forces captured Gbagbo and his entourage on 11 April 2011 and escorted
               them to the Golf Hotel, thus bringing the second civil war formally to an end, although
               there was unfinished business.
            

            
             The next day, 12 April, General Mangou and the heads of the different security agencies
               went before President Alassane Ouattara and pledged their allegiance and that of the
               national army to him. Interior Minister Désiré Asségnini Tagro was apparently beaten
               to death a day after his capture in the company of Gbagbo. On 13 April, Gbagbo was
               transferred to the presidential residence in Korhogo under joint FRCI and UN protection,
               and Simone Gbagbo was sent to Odienné 10 days later. On 15 April, General Brunot Dogbo
               Blé, head of the Republican Guard and perhaps the most loyal of Gbagbo’s men, was
               captured. Meanwhile, die-hard Gbagbo supporters continued to battle in Yopougon, prompting
               Ouattara’s troops to shell the area to prevent Gbagbo’s supporters from escaping.
               The battle for control of Yopougon, the last bastion of pro-Gbagbo resistance, lasted
               until 4 May. Meanwhile, on 22 April, President Ouattara ordered all soldiers to return
               to their barracks and allow the police and gendarmes to maintain law and order. He
               also ordered Ibrahim Coulibaly (IB) and his invisible commandos to surrender their
               weapons. There was a tense standoff between the FRCI and IB and his men.
            

            
             IB requested a meeting with President Ouattara in person, but Soro vetoed the request.
               He insisted that IB and his men had to disarm first before any such meeting could
               take place. On 26 April, IB skipped a pre-arranged meeting at which military chiefs
               were instructed to deliver an ultimatum from Soro for him to disarm and submit to
               government authority. Instead, he sent some of his men. The next day, Soro ordered
               the FRCI to take him on. IB was killed on 27 April during a brief battle. On 5 May,
               the Constitutional Council officially declared Alassane Ouattara president of Côte
               d’Ivoire, essentially reversing its previous decision, paving the way for Ouattara
               to officially take office on 6 May. On 21 May, Alassane Ouattara was duly inaugurated
               as president with 20 African heads of state, French president Nicolas Sarkozy, and
               Secretary General Ban Ki-moon looking on.
            

            
             The true toll of these two civil wars may never really be known. However, by any
               measure, the cost was high. United Nations investigators uncovered a mass grave with
               29 bodies on a soccer field in Yopougon on 6 May 2011. It was believed to be the work
               of pro-Gbagbo militias. Overall, more than 3,000 people were killed and more than
               500,000 displaced during the post-election crisis and brief second civil war.
            

            
         

         
         	CLIMBIÉ

         
         	
            A novel by Bernard Binlin Dadié, the most famous fictional work set in Côte d’Ivoire, published in French in 1956
               and translated into English in 1971. This semi-autobiographical work describes the
               childhood and youth of an Nzima boy in Grand Bassam, through the École Primaire Supérieure in Bingerville and the École Normale William Ponty in Dakar. In Nzima, climbié means “some day” or “some future date.” Bernard Dadié must surely have been dreaming
               about or looking forward to colonialism coming to an end “some day.”
            

            
         

         
         	CLOZEL, FRANÇOIS-JOSEPH (1860–1918)

         
         	
            French military officer and then governor of Côte d’Ivoire, 1902–8. Clozel earned
               a diploma in Arabic studies from the École des Langues Orientales in Paris, then completed
               his military service in Algeria and, in 1885, entered the colonial service there.
               He studied Islamic culture at the Faculté des Lettres in Algiers and joined an exploration
               to Chad and the Congo in 1891; he led an expedition to the north of Congo in 1894–95.
               On his return to France, Clozel met Louis-Gustave Binger who influenced the young administrator to go to Côte d’Ivoire in 1896. He was assigned
               to the Anyi-Ndenye region, where he was assaulted and wounded by Anyi warriors.
            

            
             Although Clozel was initially opposed to military involvement in colonial administration,
               this experience seems to have made him more open to it. He was promoted to secretary
               general of the colony in 1899 under Governor Henri-Charles-Victor-Amédée Roberdeau,
               who was new to Africa. Clozel was thus virtually in control of the administration
               over the next three years. Clozel served as interim governor from 25 November 1902
               to 4 May 1903 before being made the substantive governor from then until 19 November
               1905. After a brief interregnum by Albert Anatole Nebout, Clozel resumed his duties
               as governor from 27 October 1906 to 25 April 1908.
            

            
             During his tenure as governor, Clozel emphasized the expansion of commerce; he planned
               port facilities, telegraph lines, and the construction of the Abidjan–Niger railway. He became governor of the French Sudan when William Ponty was promoted to governor
               general of French West Africa. He also filled in for Ponty as interim governor general
               from January to August 1912. When Ponty passed away, Clozel succeeded him as governor
               from 14 June 1915 to 3 June 1917. Clozel laid the foundation for the phenomenal expansion
               of Côte d’Ivoire’s colonial economy in subsequent decades. During his tenure, the
               value of the colony’s trade more than doubled.
            

            
             Clozel was remarkable, perhaps even unique, among senior colonial officials in another
               respect: he took an active interest in indigenous peoples and cultures and encouraged
               his subordinates to study local customs. Unlike Ponty, he sought to establish cordial
               relations with African chiefs. He published several ethnographic studies and was perhaps
               the first governor to use the findings of ethnographic scholars to inform his policies.
               In 1912 he supervised the publication of the work of Maurice Delafosse in three volumes entitled Haut Sénégal-Niger, to which he contributed the preface. In December 1915, he founded the Committee
               for the Historical and Scientific Study of French West Africa. Delafosse was a member
               of the group. He met his untimely death in Rabat, Morocco, on 10 May 1918. Abidjan
               paid him homage by naming an avenue in the Plateau district after him.
            

            
         

         
         	COCOA

         
         	
            The crop has been the cornerstone of the political and economic development of the
               country. From the earliest days, cocoa planters were the most important power base
               of the leadership of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Cocoa was first grown commercially in 1895 near Bingerville after having been brought by Anyi farmers from the Gold Coast as a replacement for the loss of demand for natural rubber.
               Cocoa cultivation spread rapidly in 1912–20; in 1919, the administration mandated
               its cultivation in the cercles of Ndenye and Agnébi. Forced cultivation was greeted with resistance at first, but
               high prices changed the local attitude from hostility to enthusiasm, heightened in
               1927 when taxes on production were eliminated.
            

            
             Cocoa production stood at 2,000 tons in 1922 but had reached 55,000 tons by 1939.
               After a post-war drop, production rose to 62,000 tons in 1950 and was at about the
               same level at independence in 1960. A further boom in production began in the 1970s,
               after which production more than doubled every 10 years, from 180,000 tons in 1970–71
               to 412,000 in 1980–81, and a record 848,900 in 1988–89. The rapid expansion of cocoa
               production was due in large part to the government’s policy of paying the same price
               for both cocoa and coffee; because coffee was more heavily taxed and more labor intensive, this policy resulted
               in a growing imbalance between the two products and in a dependence on cocoa exports
               that contributed greatly to the economic downturn of the late 1980s, when cocoa prices
               dropped below the cost of production. Cocoa provided about 30 percent of Ivoirian
               export earnings from 1977 to 1979. In 1978, Côte d’Ivoire overtook Ghana as the global leader in cocoa production with an output of 297,000 tons. The country
               has since retained its leadership position.
            

            
             Surprisingly, despite the military and political turmoil of the last decade and a
               half and confusing policy changes in the sector, cocoa production has remained not
               only sturdy but has climbed to dizzying new heights. For instance, in 2003–4, a record
               1.4 million tons of cocoa was produced. In 2010–11, production hit another record
               1.5 million tons. This actually represented a decline of 2 percent due to bad weather.
               Production remained virtually unchanged in 2011–12. But for the 2013–14 season, production
               was expected to reach another record 1.7 million due to welcome policy changes in
               the sector, good rains, and a sharp increase in smuggling from Ghana due to that country’s
               currency slump. Côte d’Ivoire produced about 27 percent of the world’s cocoa in 1982;
               in recent years, it has accounted for somewhere between 33 and 40 percent of global
               production. The crop accounts for 15 percent of the country’s GDP, 20 percent of its
               tax revenue, and 40 percent of its export earnings.
            

            
             Cocoa is a smallholder industry par excellence. In 1974, there were 225,000 cocoa
               farmers in Côte d’Ivoire, each cultivating an average of three to five hectares. Their
               number has increased to more than 800,000 smallholders, with average landholdings
               of less than three hectares. Only one-fifth of cocoa farms are 10 hectares or larger
               in size. The primary area of cultivation is the entire forest zone: east, southeast,
               southwest, center-west, and west, moving in an east–west direction. The total area
               of cultivation has reached 2,300,000 hectares. It has been estimated that approximately
               6 million people are employed both directly and indirectly by the cocoa industry.
            

            
             Concerns have been raised about the current state and future performance of the Ivoirian
               cocoa industry. Cocoa trees begin fruiting between three and seven years after planting,
               and yields begin declining after 25 years. Many of the farms are bumping up against
               the age limit when yields begin to decline. Aging trees and diminishing yields are
               a cause for concern, especially because Ivoirian yields are already among the lowest
               in the world at about 500 kg per hectare compared to 2 tons in Indonesia and 1.5 tons
               in neighboring Ghana. Climate change may also have something to do with yields. Moreover,
               Ivoirian cocoa has been susceptible to pests and diseases, especially the swollen
               shoot and black pod diseases. Nestlé has been helping to fight diseases by distributing
               high-yielding disease-resistant varieties of cocoa trees. The company hoped to have
               distributed 1.5 million seedlings by the end of 2011. Successful replanting of these
               new varieties will alleviate concerns about both yields and disease. Another area
               of concern is the quality of the product. Poor production and harvesting, drying,
               packaging, storage, and transportation are negatively affecting the overall quality
               of Ivoirian cocoa. Farmers’ inability to capture a significant portion of the world
               market price for the crop may be working against improvements in quality.
            

            
             From independence until 1998, cocoa and coffee were marketed by the Caisse de Stabilisation
               (Caistab), which set a minimum guaranteed price for the crops. However, cocoa prices
               continued to drop throughout the 1980s and 1990s until the International Monetary
               Fund (IMF) and the World Bank stepped in to force the government to liberalize the
               sector in 1999. The reform proved controversial and not particularly effective. When
               the state withdrew from marketing, the new system produced a great deal of turmoil.
               The cocoa industry practically dissolved into a bevy of cooperatives, private operators,
               and general confusion, and even lower prices for farmers. This state of affairs also
               facilitated corruption by managers of new institutions created to manage the cocoa-coffee
               sector. Farmers have welcomed the return to a guaranteed minimum price by the government.
            

            
             The mode of cultivation remains extensive rather than intensive, which implies that
               land availability is one of the key constraints on future growth. It also has implications
               for deforestation. More importantly, it raises the issue of intensified competition
               for access to land and questions of land ownership in the countryside, particularly
               out west. Unless the land tenure issue is addressed to the general satisfaction of
               all stakeholders, the tensions in the countryside will remain a major drag on the
               production of cocoa and other commodities. Finally, cocoa exports were banned for
               three months following the disputed 2010 presidential election. Refer to table 1 on
               page 62. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	COCODY (COCODY-LES-DEUX-PLATEAUX)

         
         	
            Upper-income residential quarter of Abidjan, laid out entirely in well-planned and broad streets called boulevards or avenues.
               This is home of the upper crust of Ivoirian society, including wealthy businessmen,
               ambassadors, international football superstars, and other affluent people. In Cocody,
               it is rare to find potholes in any of the main roads, the boulevards that carry names
               such as Boulevard de France, de l’Université, de François-Mitterrand, etc., or the arterial roads such as Avenue de l’Entente for that matter. Everything is well maintained, the hedges and lawns well manicured.
               Most of the imposing mansions are hidden behind high thick walls with alarm systems.
               This “bunkerization” is particularly striking in the section of Cocody known as Beverly-Hills.
            

            
             Cocody is also famous for the luxury five-star Sofitel Ivoire (the famous Hotel Ivoire
               Intercontinental, entirely renovated in 2011), which occupies its southernmost point,
               on the lagoon. Other landmarks include the campus of the Université Félix Houphouët-Boigny, the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire (CHU), and the huge Polytechnique Internationale
               Sainte-Anne-Marie. A few highly acclaimed and desirable secondary schools that offer
               French as well as international baccalaureate programs are located there. The Lycée
               Blaise-Pascal and Lycée Jean-Mermoz are the schools of choice of French expatriates.
               But there are also the École la Farandole Internationale and the École Nid de Cocody.
               The popular food alloco can be purchased at the allocodrome in Cocody. Alpha Blondy wrote a popular dance song about the commune called “Cocody Rock.”
            

            
             Cocody has a size of 7,745 hectares and a population of 251,000. It has a population
               density of 3,241 inhabitants per square kilometer. Despite its apparent affluence,
               Mayor N’Gouan Mathias notes that 36 percent of the population of Cocody are poor,
               people living on less than 450 F CFA, the national poverty line.
            

            
         

         
         	COCONUT PALM (COCOTIER)

         
         	
            A tree that grows wild in the lagoon region. Oil is extracted from the dry kernel
               of the coconut (known as copra). Commercialization of the coconut palm began slowly
               in Côte d’Ivoire in the 1920s. It received a boost when the French Institut de Recherche
               pour les Huiles et Oléagineux (IRHO) station at Lamé started researching coconuts
               in 1952. In 1961, only about 10,000 acres were in production, and only a small amount
               of copra was exported. However, oil production from the coconut palm became part of
               SODEPALM’s diversification plan in 1967, resulting in the establishment of large industrial
               estates. Smallholder outgrower plantations were encouraged on the periphery of the
               large estates, and by 1978 Côte d’Ivoire had 29,500 hectares in production. Copra
               production went from 36,000 tons in 1980 to 53,000 in 1985–86. In 1994, Côte d’Ivoire
               produced 98,000 tons of copra. By 1995–96, the country had become the fifth-leading
               exporter of coconut oil in the world. In 1999, coconut production was 193,000 tons;
               copra production was 28,000 tons. In 2004, copra production reached 43,219 tons, out
               of which 15,364 were exported.
            

            
             Currently, the total area of cultivation is 37,500 hectares, of which 16,544 hectares
               are industrial plantations and 15,423 hectares are smallholder farms. The primary
               areas of production are the forest zones in the southeast and southwest, the main
               production sites being Grand Lahou, Jacqueville, Grand-Béréby, Assinie, San Pédro, Grand Bassam, Port-Bouët, Sassandra, Fresco, and Tabou. The coconut sector was privatized in December 1996, with only a single
               agro-industrial company, SICOR, taking over the operations of SODEPALM. However, SICOR
               has been in dire financial straits and operates intermittently, leaving farmers without
               a market when the factory is closed.
            

            
             In short, since the liberalization of 1996, the sector has been plagued by a myriad
               of problems, especially in the areas of extension advice or training and marketing.
               Two other private companies have since joined the sector. However, CAIMPEX, which
               operates in Assinie and Port-Bouët, and COPAGRI, which operates in Fresco, are very
               small operators, owning 3,329 and 1,230 hectares respectively, that is, 4,559 hectares
               between them, compared to SICOR, which owns 11,985 hectares in Grand Lahou, Jacqueville,
               and Grand-Béréby. The collapse of the price of copra exacerbated the difficulties,
               and the sector lost its attractiveness to the point where some farmers have shifted
               to the production of other crops. For instance, it has been reported that even when
               the price of copra was fixed at 140–150 F CFA per kilogram, these prices were not
               adhered to; instead, the farmers were getting 15–25 F CFA per kilogram. Not surprisingly,
               the fluctuations in the production data reflect the difficulties experienced by the
               sector. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	COCOYAM

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	CODE CIVIL

         
         	
            A collection of 10 laws adopted by the Ivoirian Assemblée Nationale on 7 October 1964, which treated respectively names; the collection of vital statistics;
               marriage; divorce and judicial separation; paternity and filiation; adoption; inheritance;
               testaments and gifts between living persons; implementing provisions; and regulations
               concerning the obligation to register births, marriages, and deaths. These were the
               most important pieces of legislation in what the government intended eventually to
               be a comprehensive civil code on the French model, a rationally organized compendium
               of civil law. The substance of these laws drew largely on the French Civil Code, especially
               as modified by the laws of 1938 and 1942, but excluding more recent forms of French
               family law. Some of these provisions are not easily applicable in the African context,
               notably the proscription of polygyny and of the payment of bridewealth, and the provision
               of a single, patrilineal form of inheritance. In particular, the family law had a
               paradoxical effect on women—it gave them greater autonomy in the choice of a husband but also placed them more
               firmly under the legal control of the husband once married.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire was thus singular on the continent in the extreme to which it went
               in adopting a foreign body of family law as its own, with the rationale of promoting
               national unity over diverse customary practices. The new Alassane Ouattara government
               tried to upgrade the law to conform to 21st-century international norms. Thus, the
               Assemblée Nationale passed a new law on marital equality between legally married couples
               on 21 November 2012. It was controversial to say the least. It had failed to clear
               the legislature when first presented by Prime Minister Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio, forcing President Alassane Ouattara to dissolve the government and replace Ahoussou-Kouadio with Daniel Kablan Duncan. The new law, which has sparked anger and controversy, especially among religious leaders, places the management of family affairs jointly in the hands of both spouses
               in the interest of the household and children. The previous law stated that the husband
               was the sole head of the family.
            

            
         

         
         	COFFEE

         
         	
            Liberian coffee was introduced into Côte d’Ivoire by Arthur Verdier in 1885. In 1910, a European planter named Beynis succeeded in growing a Gabonese
               strain, which spread rapidly through the Anyi region. But the “takeoff” occurred after the introduction of the robusta strain from
               Java and Belgian Congo in 1915; robusta adapted well to the climate and proved very
               disease resistant. The annual production was 18,000 tons in 1939, 95 percent of it
               produced by African planters. Particularly under the influence of Governor Dieudonne-François Reste in the early 1930s, African growers were encouraged by official propaganda, the demonstration
               effect of settler-planters, high prices, and various forms of technological support,
               including the free distribution of plants. Output grew to 54,000 tons in 1950, 119,000
               tons in 1956, and 147,500 tons at independence in 1960, making Côte d’Ivoire the third-ranked
               producer.
            

            
             The regulations of the European Common Market prevented France from subsidizing the
               coffee price into the 1960s, but poor harvests of robusta in Brazil at a time when
               the demand for instant coffee was growing in the United States enabled Côte d’Ivoire
               to expand production until the mid-1960s. In 1975, the government created the Centre
               d’Études pour le Développement de l’Arabusta (CEDAR), a parastatal enterprise to promote
               the growth of arabusta coffee. The quality of Ivoirian coffee is said to have diminished in recent years
               because of a policy of paying a uniform price regardless of bean quality. This quality-control
               problem is being addressed by allowing a greater role for market forces.
            

            
             By 1978, the country was producing 197,000 tons annually, the maximum allowed under
               the international coffee agreement. In 1990, it ranked first in Africa and fifth in
               the world in coffee production. However, in the last decade and a half, there has
               been a sharp decline of more than 35 percent in the production of coffee due to a
               combination of declining producer prices, high cost of production, higher taxes, and
               armed conflict, especially in the region of the Montagnes and Moyen Cavally. As a
               result, Côte d’Ivoire has had difficulty filling its coffee quota under the International
               Coffee Agreement. The country ranked fourth globally with 311,000 tons in 1998, then
               slipped further into sixth place with production plummeting from 380,000 tons in 2000
               to 150,000 tons in 2009.
            

            
             Like cocoa, coffee is a smallholder industry par excellence, with 440,000 farmers
               each cultivating an average of 1.5 to 5 hectares. From independence until the late
               1990s, cocoa and coffee were marketed by the Caisse de Stabilization (Caistab), which set a minimum guaranteed price for the crops. However, under pressure
               from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, the coffee sector was
               liberalized in 1998, a year ahead of cocoa market liberalization. The market reform
               has had the unintended consequence of depressing the price paid to coffee farmers.
               The government hopes to reverse some of this trend by tripling the volume of coffee
               processing from 15,000 to 45,000 tons. Currently, the two main processing companies
               are Capral-Nestlé (9,000 tons) and Sat and Sicob (1,000 tons). Refer to table 1 on
               page 62. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	COFFI GADEAU, GERMAIN (1913–2000)

         
         	
            Grand chancellor of the National Order, Gadeau held several ministerial appointments
               between 1961 and 1976, and in the 1980s he was considered a possible compromise candidate
               to succeed Félix Houphouët-Boigny as president. Coffi Gadeau studied at the École Normale William Ponty (administrative section) and in the Law Faculty at the University of Dakar. From
               1935 to 1955 he served as an accountant in the treasury, and from 1955 to 1960 he
               was president of the Financial Commission. He began his political activity as a member
               of the Groupe d’Études Communistes, and it was he who nominated Houphouët-Boigny to be a candidate to the French Constituent
               Assembly in 1946. He was the original secretary of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), was named to the Political Bureau in 1947, and was one of the PDCI leaders
               imprisoned by the colonial authorities in 1951.
            

            
             At independence, Coffi Gadeau was named minister of internal affairs but was arrested
               and briefly detained at the Assabou special prison by his own government during the
               “faux complots” of 1963. Nevertheless, that same year he was released and appointed state controller,
               and he served in that post until 1968. In 1971 he was appointed minister of state
               and in 1975 was again named to the Political Bureau of the PDCI. He left the government
               in 1976 but was elected mayor of Tiébissou in 1985.
            

            
             Coffi Gadeau is best known as a playwright. He authored eight plays and founded the
               Theater of Côte d’Ivoire in 1938 and the Center for Culture and Folklore of Côte d’Ivoire
               in 1953.
            

            
         

         
         	COLA

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	COMITÉ D’ACTION PATRIOTIQUE DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (CAPACI)

         
         	
            Political movement formed to participate in the elections of 1945 with Kouamé Binzème as its candidate for the French National Assembly. The support of the CAPACI came
               primarily from the Anyi and other ethnic groups of the southeast in reaction to Baule preeminence in the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA). In 1946, the CAPACI became the Parti Progressiste de Côte d’Ivoire (PPCI).
            

            
         

         
         	COMITÉ D’ÉTUDES FRANCO-AFRICAINE (CEFA)

         
         	
            An association with a nationalistic orientation formed in 1945, with members in Côte
               d’Ivoire, Senegal, and Guinea. Membership was diverse, including civil servants, merchants,
               workers, and some chiefs; they were, however, generally seen as the “new elites,”
               generally perceived by most traditional chiefs as usurpers to be opposed. The leader
               was Pierre Engrand, a former mayor of Dakar. Lamine Guèye of Senegal and Félix Houphouët-Boigny were both members. There were Ivoirian sections in Bobo-Dioulasso, Abidjan, Agboville, and Bouaké.
            

            
             The CEFA did not advocate separation but promoted equal treatment of Africans and
               their assimilation into the administration of the colonies. It played an important
               role in the political awakening of Côte d’Ivoire and was especially important in the
               north, where the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA) was less popular. In 1946, the governor general authorized the Ivoirian governor
               to dissolve the organization there for illegal dues collection. The decision was rescinded
               by the intervention of Houphouët-Boigny in Paris, but the leaders agreed to curtail
               their activities. The more radical activities were undertaken by the Groupe d’Études Communistes (GEC). The CEFA was eventually absorbed into the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA) and had ceased activity by 1950.
            

            
         

         
         	COMITÉ DE PRIVATISATION

         
         	
            State privatization authority created in 1990 to oversee liquidation of state-owned
               enterprises as part of the process of economic liberalization. The chairman was Paul
               Agodio, and the chief executive officer was Ahoua Don Mello.
            

            
         

         
         	COMMUNAUTÉ ECONOMIQUE DE L’AFRIQUE DE L’OUEST (CEAO)

         
         	
            A grouping of francophone West African countries except Togo that was created in Bamako,
               Mali, in 1972 with the aim of establishing a customs union, with common import duties
               and tariffs by 1990. It replaced the Union Douanière des États d’Afrique de l’Ouest
               (UDEAO). Unlike its predecessor organization, the CEAO has permanent institutions:
               a Conference of Heads of State, a Council of Ministers, and a General Secretariat.
               It established a Regional Cooperation Tax, a Community Development Fund, and a Solidarity
               Intervention Fund for Community Development.
            

            
             As the most advanced member economy, Côte d’Ivoire provided over half of the contribution
               to the Community Development Fund and half of the Solidarity Fund. In return, the
               CEAO provided a market for Ivoirian manufactured goods: 54 percent of the manufactured
               goods exchanged were of Ivoirian origin in 1978. A major political problem for the
               CEAO was a fear in other member countries of domination by Côte d’Ivoire, although
               only 6 percent of Ivoirian trade was with other CEAO members.
            

            
             Beginning in 1982, officials uncovered evidence of embezzlement that ultimately led
               to the arrest of Moussa Ngom, Senegalese former secretary general of the organization;
               Moussa Diakité, Malian former head of the CEAO Solidarity and Development Fund (FOSIDEC);
               and Mohamed Diawara, Ivoirian former minister of planning. All three were tried and convicted in Ouagadougou,
               Burkina Faso, in 1985. The organization lost 6.5 million F CFA, but its international credibility
               was salvaged by the successful prosecution of the three high-ranking officials.
            

            
             The central question for regional integration in the wider region with the creation
               of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) by the Treaty of Lagos in May 1975 was the compatibility between the two
               regional integration schemes. Could they coexist? Are they competitive or complementary?
               At the very least, the existence of CEAO within ECOWAS posed a challenge for harmonization
               of decisions and policies. For instance, the CEAO sought to achieve a customs union
               within 12 years, whereas ECOWAS set a 15-year timetable. The issue of competing regionalisms
               is still relevant even though the CEAO was replaced by the Union Economique et Monétaire
               Ouest Africaine (UEMOA) in 1994. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	COMMUNAUTÉ FINANCIERE AFRICAINE (CFA)

         
         	
            The organization of France and its former African colonies that administers currency
               policy in the franc zone. Created by treaty in 1962, it provided a currency parity between the French franc
               and the CFA francs of West and Equatorial Africa at the rate of 50 francs CFA = 1
               French franc. Thus, the Ivoirian currency is one that is shared with six other former
               French West African colonies (Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Senegal, and Togo) and Guinea-Bissau and enjoyed stability by virtue of being
               tied to the French franc. The former Portuguese colony of Guinea-Bissau joined in
               1997; Mali left in 1962 but rejoined in 1984. Trade with France and within the community has been greatly facilitated by this arrangement. On the
               other hand, trade with countries outside the franc zone was made relatively more complicated,
               even as concerns trade with other European Economic Community (EEC) member countries.
            

            
             The desire to maintain the CFA franc as a hard, freely convertible currency prevented
               its devaluation in the 1980s, a step generally recommended by the International Monetary
               Fund (IMF) to developing nations trying to stimulate exports. In the estimation of
               IMF officials and most other economists, the value of the CFA was artificially high,
               and that generally favors the urban elites who buy imported manufactured goods at
               the expense of farmers who find it difficult to export agricultural commodities. However,
               in January 1994, the CFA franc was devalued to 100 francs CFA = 1 French franc. As
               expected, in Côte d’Ivoire, the decision had a negative effect on importers and the
               consumers of high-end imported goods (generally elites), but benefitted farmers and
               exporters in general.
            

            
             The West African CFA franc is issued by the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO) located in Dakar, Senegal, for the eight countries of the Union Economique
               et Monétaire Ouest Africaine (UEMOA). Since 1 January 1999, the CFA has been pegged
               to the euro at the rate of 1 euro equals 655.957 CFA, with the French treasury continuing
               to guarantee the CFA’s free convertibility. The CFA franc is issued in coins of 1,
               2, 5, 10, 25, 50, 100, and 500. The notes are in 50, 100, 500, 1,000, 5,000 and 10,000
               denominations. As of May 2003, the exchange rate between the CFA and the U.S. dollar
               is 1 CFA franc is equal to $0.00167, or $1.00 is equal to CFA franc 597.577. The CFA
               used to stand for Colonies Françaises d’Afrique (1945–58), then from 1958 (beginning
               of the Fifth French Republic) to the beginning of the 1960s for Communauté Française
               d’Afrique. Since independence in the 1960s, it has stood for Communauté Financière
               Africaine. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	COMMUNE

         
         	
            The basic unit of municipal government in Côte d’Ivoire. The designation was created
               in the colonial period and was carried over into independence but was given no significance
               until the elections of 1980. At that time, elections were held for the posts of mayor
               and municipal councillors in each of the 37 communes, 10 of which covered the metropolitan
               area of Abidjan. In 1985, the number of communes was increased to 135. This was followed by a government
               decision to promote further decentralization by elevating all principal towns of sous-préfectures into communes in 1995, bringing the total number of communes to 197 currently. The
               government hopes the communes will make good stewards of the land and the environment,
               involve the population in the management of local affairs, and initiate local development;
               however, over half of the communes have less than 12,000 inhabitants and may not be
               capable of self-sustaining autocentric development.
            

            
         

         
         	COMOÉ, NATIONAL PARK OF THE

         
         	
            Created as a total animal reserve by the colonial administration in 1953, the Comoé
               National Park is located in the northeast of Côte d’Ivoire and covers 1,150,000 hectares.
               It is thus one of the largest protected areas in West Africa. It is characterized
               by great plant diversity because of the Comoé River which runs through it, resulting
               in a transitional habitat between the forest and the savanna, and a wide array of
               wildlife species. The habitat includes savannas, wooded savannas, gallery forests,
               fluvial forests, and riparian grasslands.
            

            
             According to the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World
               Heritage Center, the Comoé forms the northern limit for some species such as the yellow-backed
               duiker and bongo. The park is well endowed, with 11 species of monkey including anubis
               baboon, green monkey, diana monkey, lesser white-nosed monkey, white collared mangabey,
               black and white colobus, and chimpanzee; 17 species of carnivore including lion and
               leopard; and 21 species of artiodactyl including bushpig, warthog, hippopotamus, buffalo,
               red-flanked duiker, waterbuck, roan antelope, and oribi. The bird varieties include
               10 species of heron, ducks, raptors, plovers, hammerkop, black-winged stilt, 4 of
               the 6 West African stork species, and 5 of the 6 West African vulture species. The
               Comoé River and its tributaries are home to 60 species of fish. Three species of crocodiles,
               including the dwarf crocodile (Osteolaemus tetraspis), are also found in the park; the chimpanzee, the African wild dog, and the elephant,
               all endangered species, are also found there.
            

            
             Although designed to protect a highly diverse flora and fauna, the park attracts
               hunters from the region who camp there during the dry season, hunt secretly, and carry
               away the butchered meat. The period of civil unrest also left the Comoé National Park
               particularly vulnerable because of uncontrolled poaching, inefficient management,
               and lack of access control. It was thus included on the List of the World Heritage
               in Danger in 2003. On two occasions since the cessation of hostilities, on 5 July
               2010 and 13 January 2012, the wildlife authority of Côte d’Ivoire was awarded a Rapid
               Response Facility grant to combat poaching. The small grants program is jointly operated
               by the UNESCO World Heritage Center, the UN Foundation, and Fauna & Flora International.
               It aims to protect natural World Heritage sites (NWHS) in times of crisis.
            

            
         

         
         	COMOÉ RIVER

         
         	
            With sources in the Sikasso Plateau of Burkina Faso, the Comoé has a narrow basin between the much larger ones of the Bandama River to the west and the Black Volta and Bia to the east. Its major tributaries are the
               Léraba from the west and the Iringo and Kongo from the east. It enters the Ebrié Lagoon near Grand Bassam and reaches the Gulf of Guinea through a gap in the barrier islands. From the lagoon,
               it is navigable by small boats about 48 kilometers inland (to Alépé). The Léraba and
               Comoé define a portion of the Burkina Faso–Côte d’Ivoire border.
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE AFRICAINE FRANÇAISE

         
         	
            French trading company incorporated from the Dutheil de la Rochère trading house in
               1910. By 1914, it was the fourth-largest trading company in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE DE L’INDUSTRIE TEXTILE COTONNIERE (CITEC)

         
         	
            The overseas extension of the French textile company Boussac. CITEC marketed finished
               textiles for Boussac in Côte d’Ivoire and produced cotton for metropolitan industry
               as well as for its local manufacturer, Etablissements R. Gonfreville.
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE FRANÇAISE D’AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE (CFAO)

         
         	
            A major French merchant trading company, built on the export of West African products
               and the import of manufactured goods. The CFAO acquired the holdings of the (British)
               Swanzy Ltd. in 1898, thus first becoming established in Côte d’Ivoire but with a presence
               in English-speaking colonies such as Ghana as well. It was relocated to Abidjan when that town was created, and used its political influence to have port facilities
               developed there in the 1930s.
            

            
             The CFAO was the first merchant company to have a representative admitted to Côte
               d’Ivoire’s Council of Administration in 1901. It is part of a larger conglomerate,
               associated with six banks, steamship lines, and industry in Marseille and Bordeaux.
               However, the economic downturn and trade liberalization policies contributed to an extensive drop-off in CFAO activity by
               1991.
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE FRANÇAISE DE KONG

         
         	
            Trading company established in what was to become Côte d’Ivoire in the 1860s as the
               Maison Verdier by Arthur Verdier. It achieved corporate status in 1894 in order to acquire the necessary capital (2
               million francs) to obtain a monopoly concession. The Compagnie Française de Kong is
               credited with having introduced the cultivation of coffee and cocoa into Côte d’Ivoire. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE FRANÇAISE DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (CFCI)

         
         	
            One of the most important French merchant trading companies in Côte d’Ivoire, formed
               by Unilever’s United Africa Company (UAC) in conjunction with French interests. Poor
               economic conditions in the 1980s and trade liberalization policies caused a sharp decline in CFCI activities.
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE FRANÇAISE POUR LE DÉVELOPPEMENT DES TEXTILES (CFDT)

         
         	COMPAGNIE FRANÇAISE . . . (CFDT)

         
         	
            Company that promoted the growing of Allen cotton in Côte d’Ivoire and purchased the product. It was replaced in 1973 by the Compagnie Ivoirienne pour le Développement du Textile (CIDT), which was made responsible for the agricultural development of northwest Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE INDUSTRIELLE ET COMMERCIALE DE L’AFRIQUE (CICA)

         
         	
            One of the major French trading companies operating in Côte d’Ivoire.

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE IVOIRIENNE POUR LE DEVELOPMENT DU TEXTILE (CIDT)

         
         	
            The regional development agency for the northern region; it focused principally on
               promoting cotton production. It was organized before independence as the CFDT (Compagnie Française
               des Textiles).
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNIE REUNIS DE L’OUEST AFRICAIN (CROA)

         
         	
            One of the most important French merchant companies in Côte d’Ivoire. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAGNONS DE L’AVENTURE 46

         
         	
            The fortunate few youngsters numbering 148 who were sent at an early age to be educated
               in France in 1946. The project was the brainchild of Félix Houphouët-Boigny, the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Africain (PDCI-RDA) deputy of Côte d’Ivoire. In August 1946, Houphouët-Boigny made the audacious
               decision to send the best and brightest youngsters from the colony’s handful of primary,
               secondary, and professional schools to France to study on scholarships. The group,
               consisting of 135 boys and 13 girls selected from middle schools in Bingerville, Bouaké, Bobo Dioulasso, and Ouagadougou, and from professional schools in Côte d’Ivoire, convened in Abidjan and was scheduled to depart in September. Because of opposition by the colonial establishment,
               the departure was delayed. The colonialists did everything in their power to try to
               prevent the project from going forward. They pressured Governor André Latrille to scuttle the project, but Latrille supported the project and submitted it to his
               superiors in Dakar for approval.
            

            
             In the meantime, Houphouët-Boigny dispatched Auguste Denise to Dakar to argue the case, and then to the Ministry of Colonies in Paris with the
               following instructions: Houphouët-Boigny was prepared to execute the project without
               recourse to the colonial treasury; all the scholarships would be assumed by the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA). He provided the bank account of the union to show that it had the means to
               foot the bill. The colonial office in Paris was persuaded to approve the project.
               But then no boat would dock in Abidjan to pick up the youngsters. The settlers bought
               all available spaces on ships to prevent them from leaving the shores of the colony
               for education in France.
            

            
             The group finally embarked on their “adventure” on 22 October 1946 from the wharf
               in Port-Bouët aboard a French naval vessel, the Frégate F707, renamed the Aventure, hence the name of the association created when the group returned home. Houphouët-Boigny
               had the students accompanied by a schoolmaster, Aphing Kouassi Kouadio, and a medical
               doctor, Dr. Robert Salmon. He also sent Ouezzin Coulibaly to Marseille specifically to work with the local authorities to prepare for the arrival
               of the African students. They arrived in Dakar four days after leaving Port-Bouët
               but had to wait until 30 October before another boat, the Médie II, could pick them up. They arrived in Casablanca on 4 November and then, finally,
               Marseille at 8 p.m. on 8 November. By all accounts, the students adapted well to their
               new environment and excelled in school. They were given generous assistance by the
               government of Côte d’Ivoire. In addition to their full scholarships, their summer
               vacation home every two years was funded, depending on their grades. The Ministry
               of French Overseas Territories also organized vacation trips to all the regions of
               France during Christmas and Easter holidays.
            

            
             The project produced the independence generation of political elites and civil servants
               who, along with their French counterparts, presided over the affairs of state for
               much of President Houphouët-Boigny’s era. Unofficially, the adventure produced 33
               lawyers, 14 literary scholars, 21 medical doctors, and 11 engineers. Prominent among
               them are Abdoulaye Sawadogo, Alcide Dioulo, Alphonse Bissouma Tapé, and Bakary Coulibaly. Among the 13 girls in the group was the stunningly beautiful
               Marie-Thérèse Brou, the only president of the association. She would later become
               Marie-Thérèse Houphouët-Boigny, wife of the president and first lady of independent Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	COMPAORÉ, BLAISE (1951–)

         
         	
            Recently deposed president of Burkina Faso who was in power from 15 October 1987 to 31 October 2014. He was born in Ziniaré,
               about 43 kilometers from the capital, Ouagadougou. He attended military college in Yaoundé, Cameroon, and received para-commando training
               in Rabat, Morocco. He met Thomas Sankara at the training school in Rabat. As an officer
               in the Upper Volta (Burkina Faso since 1984), he served as head of section from 1978
               until he was promoted to company commander of the para-commando regiment in Po in
               1981. He was captain when he staged his first successful coup on 4 August 1983 to
               free his close friend, Sankara, who had been imprisoned for disagreeing with the government.
               He turned over the leadership of the National Revolutionary Council to the more charismatic
               Sankara while he served as minister of state at the presidency, essentially his deputy
               or second-in-command, from 1983 to 1987, and as minister of justice from 1985 to 1987.
            

            
             Disputes within the ranks of the military junta and, according to Compaoré, a plot
               by Sankara to liquidate him and the other leaders, forced him, Captain Henri Zongo,
               and Major Jean-Baptiste Boukary Lingani to stage a coup against their own government
               that resulted in the so-called accidental killing of Sankara on 15 October 1987. In
               September 1989, Compaoré had Zongo and Lingani arrested on charges of plotting to
               overthrow the government. They were hurriedly tried and summarily executed.
            

            
             Under domestic pressure to return Burkina Faso to democratic rule, Compaoré staged
               a contested transition election in 1991 and was elected president. Opposition parties
               boycotted the polls; they were protesting Campaoré’s refusal to adopt a national conference
               model to manage the transition process. In the election of 1998, also boycotted by
               the main opposition party, Compaoré was reelected for the first time. He was reelected
               again in 2005, defeating 12 challengers with 80.35 percent of the vote. His right
               to contest the 2005 election was disputed by the opposition; they argued that he was
               ineligible under the April 2000 constitutional amendment, which reduced the term of
               office of the president to five years renewable once. Compaoré argued that the law
               could not be applied retroactively; the Constitutional Court agreed.
            

            
             In West Africa, Compaoré had the reputation of someone who meddled in foreign civil
               conflicts; he was implicated in the wars in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and even Angola.
               He was initially accused by the Ivoirian governments of General Robert Guéï and later Laurent Gbagbo of fomenting the attempted coups by rebels in Côte d’Ivoire and sustaining them with sanctuary, training, cash, and
               weapons. Of course, Compaoré categorically denied those charges. In recent years,
               he seems to have turned over a new leaf; he became actively involved in regional mediation.
               On 26 July 2006, he was designated the mediator of the Inter-Togolese Dialogue. Negotiations
               held under his auspices in Ouagadougou in August 2006 ultimately resulted in an agreement
               between the government and opposition parties in Togo in March. This was followed
               by another successful negotiation between President Laurent Gbagbo and Guillaume Soro in Ouagadougou that benefitted from Compaoré’s good offices. From 2007 and 2010,
               he shuttled continually between Ouagadougou and Abidjan to mediate disputes between the parties in order to keep the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) on track. In March 2012, he served as mediator for talks between representatives
               of the Malian coup makers and regional leaders.
            

            
             Compaoré’s long rein came to an ignominious end on 31 October 2014 when the long-suffering
               young people of Burkina Faso prevented a parliamentary vote on a proposed referendum
               to change the constitution to allow him to run for another term by burning down the
               discredited institution; this touched off a popular uprising and, within a few short
               hours, Blaise Compaoré was on the run. Burkina Faso’s strongman was deposed after
               27 years in office. He fled into exile in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	CONFEDERATION FRANÇAISE DES TRAVAILLEURS CHRÉTIENS (CFTC)

         
         	
            The Ivoirian section of this Catholic-oriented French trade union was organized by
               French activists in April 1947. It encompassed six unions in the public sector and
               three in the private; its membership never exceeded 2,750.
            

            
         

         
         	CONJONCTURE

         
         	
            Popular name for hard economic times: the term was used during the 1980s to describe
               the simultaneous rise in petroleum prices and the drop in commodity prices, especially
               for Côte d’Ivoire’s principal exports, coffee and cocoa. It was the explanation for the dramatic slowdown in Ivoirian economic growth at
               that time. A maquis was named “tonton conjoncture,” as was a pagne, in remembrance of a period in post-colonial Ivoirian history when the economic miracle
               became tarnished and the good times seemed to vanish.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSEIL DE L’ENTENTE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	CONSEIL DE NOTABLES

         
         	
            In 1919, the colonial administration created the only form of government advisory
               council in rural areas, at the level of the cercle. The commandants could call these councils into session to advise on such matters
               as taxation and public works. However, this was done only infrequently. In any case,
               there is no evidence that the deliberations of Councils of Notables ever made material
               difference in the sense of changing or even modifying the decisions of any administrator.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSEIL DU REGULATION, DE STABILISATION ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT DE LA FILIERE CAFÉ-CACAO
            (ALSO CONSEIL DU CAFÉ-CACAO)
         

         
         	CONSEIL DU REGULATION . . . DE LA FILIERE CAFÉ-CACAO

         
         	
            As part of the reform of the cocoa-coffee sector, the agency was created in 2012 to replace the Comité de Gestion de la Filière
               Café-Cacao. It merged four agencies—the Autorité pour la Régulation du Café et du
               Cacao (ARCC), the Bourse du Café et du Cacao (BCC), the Fonds de Régulation et de
               Contrôle du Café et Cacao (FRCC), and the Fonds de Développement et de Promotion des
               Activités des Producteurs de Café et de Cacao (FDPCC). It is headed by Madame Massandjé Touré-Litsé as chief executive officer and Lambert Kouassi Konan as chairman.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

         
         	
            Legislative body created on 4 December 1958 after the Territorial Assembly proclaimed
               the independence of Côte d’Ivoire as a member of the French Community. It was replaced
               by the Legislative Assembly on 26 March 1959.
            

            
         

         
         	CONSTITUTION

         
         	
            As adopted in 1960, the Ivoirian constitution appropriated the (French) Declaration
               of the Rights of Man and proclaims a “one and indivisible, secular, democratic, and
               social republic.” French is proclaimed the official language. The national slogan is “Union, Discipline, and Work.” Executive power is vested
               in the president of the republic, elected for a five-year term by direct universal
               suffrage. The president can appoint and dismiss his ministers, can negotiate treaties,
               and is commander-in-chief of the armed forces. The Assemblée Nationale exercises legislative power and is elected in the same manner and for the same term
               as the president. It may vote on bills submitted by one of its members or by the president.
               The president may ask for reconsideration of a bill, which must then be supported
               by two-thirds of the membership. A High Court of Justice may try the president for
               high treason or members of the government for “crimes and misdemeanors committed in
               the exercise of their functions, and for conspiracy against the security of the state.”
               The Supreme Court consists of four chambers and an Economic and Social Council, on
               the French model.
            

            
             Until the early 1990s, the constitutional question of greatest concern in Côte d’Ivoire
               was that of presidential succession, especially as President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, the venerated old man, affectionately called “Nana” or the “Vieux,” reached advanced
               age and his health deteriorated. In 1980, the president had the post of vice president
               created, thus denying succession to the president of the Assemblée Nationale. However,
               the position was never filled, and in October 1985 the Assemblée Nationale abolished
               it altogether. Instead, a new provision in the constitution had the president of the
               Assemblée Nationale assuming the presidency for an interim period of 45 to 60 days,
               during which time he would call a new presidential election. In 1990, yet another
               change stipulated that the succession would go to the president of the Assemblée Nationale,
               at the time Henri Konan Bédié, who would serve until the next scheduled election. At the same time, the post of
               prime minister was created, and Alassane Dramane Ouattara (ADO) became the first occupant.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire had dodged a bullet on the impossible succession question. A short
               power struggle between Alassane Ouattara and Konan Bédié had been resolved in favor
               of the latter. However, the country was not out of the woods yet. From the mid-1990s,
               the central constitutional question that animated debate in Côte d’Ivoire was the
               application of Article 35, which is to say who could legitimately claim to be eligible
               to contest presidential or parliamentary elections. This raised the issue of citizenship.
               The relevant clause in Article 35 stated that a candidate for the presidency must
               be “Ivoirian by origin, born of a father and a mother themselves of Ivoirian origin.”
               This and a residency clause had been designed to ensure that Ouattara would not qualify
               to run in the 1995 presidential election. In 2000, General Robert Guéï had initially said that the “and” (et) should be changed to “or” (ou). This was thought to make Ouattara eligible to run for the presidency. However,
               he later changed his mind and announced that he would keep the “and” clause after
               all. The new position was locked in by the successful referendum of 24 July 2000.
            

            
             The battle over the “and” and the “or,” sometimes referred to as “the battle of the
               conjunctions,” became a metaphor for “citizens” and “foreigners.” It was played out
               in society at large, as those suspected of being foreigners were referred to as “ors”
               (ous) and those proudly claiming to be “cent pour cent Ivoiriens” (100 percent Ivoirians)
               would refer to themselves as “ands” (ets). Ivoirians with certain names (mostly northerners) were lumped in with the “ors”
               (foreigners) and their constitutional rights routinely violated by the security forces.
               Their identity cards were confiscated or destroyed, turning such people into non-citizens
               and exposing them to abuse and extortion at the next identity check. By all accounts,
               it was such experiences and violations of the constitutional rights of northerners
               that fueled the rebellion against the Ivoirian state in 2002 and the ensuing civil
               war. Now that the war is over and the target of the constitutional machinations—Alassane
               Ouattara—is in office, resolving the eligibility requirements for officeholders in
               a way that applies universally to all candidates should be a major priority of constitutional
               reform.
            

            
         

         
         	CO-OPÉRANTS

         
         	
            French technical assistants, primarily secondary school and university teachers, on
               assignment to the Third World, especially former French colonies. A small number of
               other assistants worked in health and social development, infrastructure, culture,
               and scientific research. In the case of Côte d’Ivoire, they also filled technical
               and even senior-level advisory positions in the government. Indeed, in the 1960s and
               1970s, French co-opérants exercised tremendous influence over decision making in the technical administrative
               agencies as well as in President Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s office. There were almost no Ivoirian nationals in the position of adviser. France
               provided almost all the advisers in this period. There was no shortage of volunteers
               because of the fact that young Frenchmen could substitute co-opérant service for military duty. Until 1985, Côte d’Ivoire had the highest number of teaching
               and non-teaching co-opérants in Africa. There were a total of 31,000 co-opérants during 1981–95, more than 80 percent of them professors.
            

            
             Since then, the number of co-opérants has dropped off dramatically. According to a recent analysis, only 250 co-opérants remain; of that number, 140 are professors. There has been a 58 percent decline from
               598 in 1995, in large part because they were becoming cost prohibitive. French technical
               assistants and teachers are under contract to the Ivoirian government for a fixed
               period. Until 1986, the Ivoirian government was responsible for paying their salaries,
               which were generally much higher than the salaries of their local counterparts; they
               were also exempted from customs regulations. After 1986, their salaries were included
               in the foreign aid provided by France.
            

            
         

         
         	CORN (MAIZE)

         
         	
            An important secondary food crop cultivated throughout the Ivoirian forest and savanna,
               especially in conjunction with sorghum, millet, and yams. Apparently introduced to Africa by the Portuguese from Latin America, corn adapts
               well to a tropical climate. Production has grown steadily since independence. In 1960,
               Côte d’Ivoire produced 147,000 tons of corn. It increased to 231,000 tons in 1970,
               to 380,000 tons in 1980, and to 484,000 tons in 1990. Production peaked at 675,000
               tons in 1999, dropped to 577,000 tons the following year, and climbed back up to 642,000
               tons in 2010. In 2013 and 2014, Côte d’Ivoire recorded 661,000 and 650,000 tons of
               production respectively. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	CORRUPTION

         
         	
            The relatively large private sector and the lack of restrictions on importing materials
               and repatriating earnings in Côte d’Ivoire had reduced opportunities for official
               corruption. There has been official private sharing in contracts and a widespread
               official practice of benefitting from leasing state-owned housing and contracting
               private services with the government, as well as occasional extortion. Scandals at
               the highest level—see  and —shook the country’s leadership in the 1980s. However, compared to most African states,
               Côte d’Ivoire had managed to keep corruption within reasonable limits. Nevertheless,
               systemic corruption in state relations with the commercial sector appears to have
               grown during the economic downturn or conjoncture of the 1980s and 1990s.
            

            
             Over the years, there have been newspaper reports of customs officials at the port
               in Abidjan colluding with importers to evade paying taxes. And President Henri Konan Bédié’s health minister was accused of embezzling European Union (EU) funds earmarked for
               rehabilitating health centers, resulting in the suspension of EU aid. French-Canadian
               freelance economic journalist Guy-André Kieffer was researching corruption of government
               officials in the cocoa sector when he was abducted in April 2004 and is presumed dead. Several Ivoirian
               journalists investigating the sector have also received death threats. The level of
               corruption in the coffee-cocoa sector had reached such alarming proportions that the
               government of Laurent Gbagbo launched criminal prosecution in 2008, which culminated in 14 ex-barons being sentenced
               to 20 years’ imprisonment each on 6 November 2013.
            

            
             Another serious episode of corruption involved the toxic waste scandal of 2006. About
               a dozen people were killed and thousands required medical attention when certain officials
               allowed toxic waste to be improperly dumped in several sites in Abidjan. The scandal
               led to the dissolution and subsequent remaking of the government of Prime Minister
               Charles Konan Banny in September 2006, but without the reappointment of Minister of Transportation Innocent Anaky Kobena and the minister of the environment, water, and forests, Jacques Andoh.
            

            
             In addition to high-level corruption, there are the more mundane, routine or everyday
               forms of corruption involving the payment of bribes to transact official business,
               including bribes for official stamps or identity cards, to get children enrolled in
               good schools, to get goods to markets, and so on. For instance, extortion of farmers,
               transport operators, taxi drivers, traders, travelers without proper identification
               papers or vaccination cards, etc., by police and gendarmes is a common everyday occurrence
               at the manifold checkpoints on the country’s roads. During the administration of Laurent
               Gbagbo, the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) operated a racket in the allocation of student accommodation on university campuses.
            

            
             There is an interesting folklore surrounding corruption during President Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s era. The story was widely recounted that when a government official embezzled funds
               and it came to light and he was hauled before the president, all he wanted to know
               was what you did with the money. If you said you invested it in the building of a
               villa in your village or hometown or used it to establish a farm, he slapped you on
               the wrist. But if you could not show that you used the money to improve your village
               or invest it productively, you were punished more severely.
            

            
         

         
         	CÔTE DES DENTS

         
         	
            “Coast of Tusks,” one of the earliest designations (17th century) used by European
               traders for present-day Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	COTTON

         
         	
            Cotton has been grown for many years in Côte d’Ivoire, a secondary product used in
               traditional weaving and spinning among the Maninka, Senufo, Kulango, Guro, and especially the Baule, whose cloth was highly prized in pre-colonial commerce with the forest zone. Market
               production expanded rapidly to meet French needs in World War I, from 20 tons in 1912
               to 390 tons in 1914 and 600 tons in 1918. In the 1930s, the administration tried to
               force production for export, with mediocre results. In the 1960s, the Allen variety
               of cotton was introduced by the Compagnie Française des Textiles, with much better
               results in the Ivoirian environment.
            

            
             In 1973, the government teamed up with Compagnie Française pour le Développement des Textiles (CFDT) to form the Compagnie Ivoirienne pour le Développement des Textiles (CIDT) and has promoted cotton as the principal element in its effort to bring incomes
               in the north of the country closer to those elsewhere. The World Bank gave large-scale
               support to this effort from 1975 to 1981 with its Côte d’Ivoire Cotton Areas Rural
               Development Project.
            

            
             Cotton occupies over 87,000 hectares, about 45 percent of all cultivated area in
               the north-central region of the country. In West Africa, Côte d’Ivoire is surpassed
               only by Mali in volume of cotton produced and was the leading producer as recently
               as 1985. Côte d’Ivoire now ranks third in Africa in cotton production. Production
               has fluctuated over the years from a high of 402,367 tons in 2000 to a low of 287,000
               tons in 2001 to 389,417 tons in 2003 to an estimated 290,000 tons in 2007. Output
               declined still further to 110,000 tons in 2008. Following a decade-long political
               crisis that affected the main cotton-growing areas of the north and center, Côte d’Ivoire
               is poised to boost production. There are optimistic reports that production may rise
               as much as 47 percent by 2015 as growers return to their fields. Production was forecast
               to rise to 400,000 tons in 2013–14 and 500,000 in 2015. Much depends on government
               investment in the sector, how attractive the international market price remains, and
               the level of government taxation that is imposed, or how attractive the guaranteed
               minimum price is and whether traders respect it, and how fast farmers get paid for
               their cotton. “Good prices are a source of motivation.” Moreover, in 2014, the state
               support for cotton amounted to 7 billion F CFA ($14 million). The cotton season runs
               from May to April, and harvesting typically peaks in November. Refer to table 1 on
               page 62. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, AMADOU GON (1959–)

         
         	
            Engineer of public works, politician, and long-serving government official. He was
               born on 10 February in Abidjan but is descended from the venerable ancient Gbon Coulibaly family that founded Korhogo in the 18th century and has dominated the region ever since. He attended the Lycée
               Moderne de Dabou and received his high school diploma in June 1977. Over the next two years, he prepared
               for the entrance examination to study engineering by attending the Lycée Jean-Baptiste
               Say in Paris. He received his engineering degree from the ETP (Paris) in June 1982
               and a higher diploma from the Centre des Hautes Études de la Construction (CHEC) in
               Paris in June 1983.
            

            
             Amadou Gon Coulibaly began his career in the Direction et Contrôle des Grands Travaux
               (DCGTx) in 1983 and worked in different managerial positions from then until 1995,
               including as technical studies engineer from 1 December 1983 to October 1985; he was
               economic engineer (1985–90) involved in economic studies, finance, and programming
               in the transportation, urban development, and energy sectors. From January 1987 to
               30 September 1989, he served as assistant director of economic studies, and as director
               of economic and financial studies at the DCGTx from October 1989 to January 1994.
               He also worked on the staff of Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara from 1990 to 1993, serving as Ouattara’s technical adviser in charge of coordination
               and follow-up in the following sectors: agriculture, transportation, energy, human
               resources (education and health), public enterprises, and major investment projects:
               roads and energy, etc. He joined the office of International de Conseil d’Études et
               de Formation (ICEF) as director in July 1996, then joined the Institut International
               pour l’Afrique (IIA) as administrator in 2001.
            

            
             Amadou Coulibaly was first elected to the Assemblée Nationale on the ticket of the Parti Démocratique Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and served as deputy of Korhogo from 26 November 1995 to 10 December 2000.
               He has since converted to the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) and become a ferocious defender of the party and its leader Alassane Ouattara,
               earning the nickname “the lion.” He won the municipal election on the ticket of the
               RDR on 25 March 2001 and has since served as the mayor of Korhogo. He was the long-serving
               minister of agriculture in the governments of national reconciliation, serving under
               all the prime ministers from Pascal Affi N’Guessan to Guillaume Soro (1 October 2002 to 23 February 2010).
            

            
             Since joining the RDR, Amadou Coulibaly has been a member of the Central Committee
               and Bureau Politique (from July 1995), national secretary in charge of economic development
               (from July 1995 to February 1999), and secretary general delegate since March 2006.
               Under President Alassane Ouattara, Amadou Coulibaly has served as minister of state
               in the transition government of 4 December 2010 and as secretary general at the presidency
               of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire since December 2010. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, DAOUDA (1971–)

         
         	
            Bank manager. A graduate of the École des Hautes Études Commerciales (HEC) in Paris
               in 1996, he attended the Lycée Moderne de Korhogo where he received his high school diploma in mathematics and physics, and his bachelor’s
               degree from the University of Abidjan. He began his career as an auditor with Price Waterhouse Coopers in 1996 in charge
               of projects funded by the World Bank. Then in 2001, he joined the Société Ivoirienne
               de Banque (SIB), one of the oldest banks in Côte d’Ivoire, and rose through the ranks.
            

            
             In 2009, when SIB acquired Crédit Agricole, he was promoted to assistant chief executive
               officer; he served in that capacity for three years. Then in February 2012, he was
               appointed chief executive officer of SIB, the first sub-Saharan African national to
               head the subsidiary of Morocco’s Attijariwafa banking group. He plans to build on
               the success the bank has enjoyed in the last 50 years by maintaining its second-place
               position in terms of consumer lending behind the Société Générale des Banques en Côte
               d’Ivoire (SGBCI), and by bringing the bank closer to consumers by opening new branches
               in neighborhoods. The bank currently has 36 branches.
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, GBON (PELEFORO GBON SORHO) (1860–1962)

         
         	
            Senufo chief of the Tyembara who came to power in 1894, succeeding Zouakonion Sorho. Gbon had been in bondage from his father to the Kenedugu king at Sikasso but was
               sent back to Tyembara with troops to maintain control in that area. Basically a pacifist
               and a shrewd diplomat, Gbon protected the interests of the Tyembara at all costs.
               Thus, seeing the greater strength of Samory, Gbon broke with Sikasso to ally himself with Samory in 1894, was spared his wrath,
               accepted Senufo refugees from other areas, and became spokesman for them all. In 1898
               he abandoned Samory to ally himself with the French.
            

            
             Under colonial rule he succeeded in maintaining the respect of both his own people
               and the French. He persuaded the Senufo ruling class to adopt Islam and, at the proper
               moment, consecrated Senufo support of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Gbon Coulibaly lived through the colonial period into independence, dying
               at over 100 years of age.
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, GNENEMA MAMADOU (1962–)

         
         	
            Lawyer, judge, and politician. He was born in Korhogo on 10 August. He attended secondary school in Korhogo at the Lycée Modern (1989–83),
               then the national university of Côte d’Ivoire (1983–88) where he earned his master’s in judicial careers from the
               law faculty, followed by a post-graduate diploma from the École Nationale d’Administration
               (ENA) in Abidjan in the magistrature (1991–92). Gnenema Coulibaly began his career in 1996–97, serving
               as instructional judge in the Tribunal of First Instance (TFI) in Abengourou, then
               as president of the Séguéla branch of the TFI (1997–99), and as president of the Sassandra
               branch of the court (1999–2003).
            

            
             Following the 2002 rebellion and the subsequent civil war, he was appointed chief of staff of the Ministry of the Victims of the War, the Displaced,
               and the Exiles from 2003 to 2005. Over the next five years (2005–10), he was treasurer
               of the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI), then vice president of the CEI from
               2010 to 2011. He was named minister of human rights and civil liberties from 1 June
               2011 to 22 November 2012, when he was made keeper of the seals and minister of justice,
               human rights, and civil liberties. He is a former member of the national bureau of
               the Jeune Chambre Economique (JCE) and former president of Siguilolo de Séguéla (division
               II football club) from 1998 to 1999.
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, LANCINE GON

         
         	
            Lawyer and politician. He hails from Korhogo and is the son of the late Senufo chief Gbon Peleforo Coulibaly, the ally of Félix Houphouët-Boigny. When he completed his legal studies in France, he returned to Abidjan and launched his professional and political careers with the help of President Houphouët-Boigny.
               He contested the 1980 election to the Assemblée Nationale against his nephew Gon Coulibaly, nicknamed “Gbonblé,” and won, triggering what Jeune Afrique calls “the war of the Coulibaly,” which is ongoing. He became an overnight sensation
               and was elected vice president of the Assemblée Nationale. He also won the municipal
               election in Korhogo and served as mayor from 1990 to 1995. He entered the government in December 1993
               as minister of environment promotion and tourism under Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan and President Henri Konan Bédié. However, he quit the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and joined the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). Since 2004, he has served as vice president of the Union des Rois et Chefs
               Traditionnels du Grand Nord de la Côte d’Ivoire. In 2005, he published a revealing
               autobiography, Côte d’Ivoire au coeur du bois sacré, covering his formative years in the Ivoirian political system (1975–93).
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, LANZENI NAMOGO POTO (1935?–2010)

         
         	
            A fixture of the Ivoirian justice system and government for more than half a century.
               He received his law degree from the École Nationale de France d’Outre-Mer and a diploma
               of higher education in private law in Paris. He was a staunch ally of Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He began his career as public prosecutor at the Abidjan tribunal and rose steadily through the ranks of his profession from deputy attorney
               general to vice president and then president of the Tribunal of First Instance (TFI)
               in Abidjan before ending up as attorney general in 1968. He was subsequently appointed
               ambassador to Guinea. After some time, he was brought back home and made minister
               of public health and population on 2 February 1981, then keeper of the seals and minister
               of justice on 18 November 1983, and finally minister of state from 10 July 1986 until
               16 October 1989. When he left government, he was made president of the Supreme Court
               until he resigned in 1993 following the death of Houphouët-Boigny.
            

            
             He was named to the Comité Directeur and Bureau Politique in 1970. He also served
               as a member of the Conseil Politique et Délégué de Korhogo until 2000. For associational
               affiliation, he served as president of the football club Asec Mimosa of Abidjan from
               1970 to 1975. He passed away on 28 June 2010 in Paris where his children had flown
               him for medical treatment.
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, MAMADOU (1910–1985)

         
         	
            He is a Muslim Malinke from northern Côte d’Ivoire who attended the École Normale William Ponty in Dakar and the University of Paris. He later became head of schools in Bingerville. From 1949 to 1956, he served on the Social Affairs Committee of the Assembly of
               the French Union, and in 1959–60 he was Ivoirian representative to the French Community
               Senate. In 1959, he also became a member of the Territorial Assembly of Côte d’Ivoire,
               and the following year he entered independent Côte d’Ivoire’s Assemblée Nationale and was its first vice president. From 1961 to 1963, he was the Ivoirian ambassador
               to Tunisia. In 1963–65, he was editor-in-chief of Fraternité Hebdo. He then took over as chief executive officer of Fraternité Matin in 1974. He served as president of the Economic and Social Council from 1962 to 1985
               and as treasurer of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI).
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, MAMADOU SANGAFOWA (1964–)

         
         	
            Minister of agriculture since 4 March 2010. Mamadou Sangafowa Coulibaly was born in Korhogo. He attended high school at the Lycée Mixte de Yamoussoukro and graduated in 1986. He earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in science and
               technology from the University of Abidjan in 1990 and 1991 respectively. He then took up accounting and finance at the Institut
               National Supérieur de l’Enseignement Technique (INSET) in Abidjan. Mamadou Coulibaly
               began his career in agriculture. He was director of the Société Agricole et de Transport
               from 1992 to 2001. Between 1995 and 1999, he was also a major producer of mangoes
               and the sole supplier of mangoes to the company.
            

            
             Mamadou Coulibaly has shouldered other important responsibilities in the agriculture
               sector, including, from 27 June 2003 to 30 September 2008, administrator of the Fonds
               de Régulation et de Contrôle Café-Cacao (FRC); government commissioner at the Fonds
               Interprofessionnel pour la Recherche et le Conseil Agricole (FIRCA) on 30 January
               2004; then from 23 January 2007 to 4 March 2010, administrator of the Centre de Démonstration
               et de Promotion Technologie (CDT). From 15 December 2008 to 1 January 2010, Mamadou
               Coulibaly was president of the management committee of the Institut National de Formation
               Agricole (INFPA). Then from 3 to 4 March 2010 he was deputy director of staff of the
               minister of agriculture, only to be appointed minister of agriculture on 4 March 2010.
            

            
             Mamadou Coulibaly has acquired other experiences and performed other tasks on behalf
               of his country. These include but are not limited to membership of the Commission
               Nationale de Supervision de l’Identification (CNSI) from March 2004 to March 2010
               and membership of the Commission Nationale de Désarmement, de Démobilisation et de
               Réinsertion (CNDDR) from April 2004 to December 2005. He also presided over the Commission
               du Programme de Reinsertion des Ex-combatants in Yamoussoukro from 23 to 27 August
               2004.
            

            
             Mamadou Coulibaly has also been politically active. He has been a member of the Bureau
               Politique of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) since July 1995. From February 2000 to March 2006, he served on the Commission
               Nationale de la Carte Nationale d’Identité. Since 2001, he has been a municipal counselor,
               and president of the economic and financial affairs commission of Korhogo. From July
               2002 to March 2006, he presided over the Commission de Supervision de la Politique
               d’Identification (CSPI); since then, he has been the national secretary of the RDR
               in charge of identification and a member of the Comité de Direction of the party since
               January 2007. Above all else, he has had the awesome responsibility, since 31 March
               2008, of being principal campaign director in charge of logistics and the security
               of candidate Alassane Ouattara.
            

            
         

         
         	COULIBALY, OUEZZIN DANIEL (1909–1958)

         
         	
            Political leader in Côte d’Ivoire as well as Upper Volta (Burkina Faso). Born in Nouna, near the Malian border of Upper Volta, Ouezzin Coulibaly
               graduated from the École Normale William Ponty and taught there from 1935 to 1942. He moved to Côte d’Ivoire, where he was co-founder
               and head of the teachers’ union and Voltaic leader of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA), and he was elected with Félix Houphouët-Boigny to the Assemblée Nationale in 1946. He was defeated in the 1951 election but later became a senator from Côte
               d’Ivoire and was reelected to the Assembly in 1956. He became prime minister of Upper
               Volta in 1957, simultaneously holding the Assemblée Nationale seat until his death
               in 1958. Coulibaly was among those who urged the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) to break with the French Communist Party in 1950. His death came three weeks
               before the referendum on the republican constitution of General Charles de Gaulle was held. He was laid to rest in Bobo-Dioulasso.
            

            
         

         
         	COUP

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire experienced its first and only successful coup d’état on 24 December
               1999. The coup had an interesting genesis. On 22 December, about 750 soldiers mutinied
               over unpaid salaries and bonuses related to their peacekeeping duties in the Central
               African Republic. President Henri Konan Bédié had carefully choreographed Christmas plans in Daoukro that did not include dealing
               with mutinous soldiers. So he was quite dismissive of their needs. Before he knew
               it, the mutiny had been transformed into a full-fledged military coup d’état. What
               did General Robert Guéï know about the coup, and when did he know it? Was he simply brought in by the “young
               people” after the fact to legitimize the situation? We might never quite know the
               answer.
            

            
             The irony is that the coup was quite anomalous. The country had avoided the agony
               of coups partly because of the dissuasive effects of the French military presence
               at the strategic international airport in Port-Bouët, and partly because the late President Félix Houphouët-Boigny had kept the military relatively small and separated; then from 1974, given the bitter
               experience of his longtime friend, President Hamani Diori of Niger, who was ousted
               by his military after 14 years in office, President Houphouët-Boigny decided to give
               military officers a higher stake in the political system by appointing them to mid-
               and senior-level positions in the government, the diplomatic service, and municipal
               and local government by appointing them ambassadors, attachés to embassies, prefects,
               and sub-prefects. So the coup came partly as a shock. It also ran counter to the new
               African norm in the opposite direction of fewer and fewer coups. Given the disastrous
               development consequences of coups, what Paul Collier had described as “the unguided
               missile,” African leaders had by then embraced a new mantra: “No more coups.” Not
               surprisingly, national and international pressure was brought to bear on General Robert
               Guéï to return the situation as rapidly as possible to normal democratic order. And
               he did in October with elections that he tried but failed to rig.
            

            
             The truth is that while the December 1999 coup was the first successful overthrow
               of an Ivoirian government, it was not the country’s first brush with coups, be they
               genuine or concocted. The country experienced the trauma of the “faux complots” of 1963 in which several prominent party and government leaders were falsely accused
               of plotting to overthrow President Houphouët-Boigny. In all, 89 people were arrested
               in two rounds in January and then in August 1963, hurriedly tried, and sentenced to
               various jail terms, including death sentences for 13 of the 89. The second round of
               arrests included Jean-Baptiste Mockey, Interior Minister Germain Coffi Gadeau, Information Minister Amadou Thiam, and former president of the Supreme Court, Ernest Boka. A prison known as Asabou was specifically constructed to house these political inmates
               in Yamoussoukro. All death sentences were later commuted to 20 years with hard labor, although Ernest
               Boka died in prison under mysterious circumstances. The other political prisoners
               were pardoned in 1975. The Presidential Guard grew out of these developments. The
               notorious Asabou prison was abolished in September 1969. Incidentally, there is an
               association of prisoners of Asabou.
            

            
             In June 1963, a decade after the faux complots, 12 junior officers were arrested and convicted of an alleged coup plot. In 1980,
               Lieutenant Oulai Zoumana, a senior police officer, was arrested and charged with plotting
               a coup timed to coincide with the visit of Pope John Paul II to Abidjan on 28 April 1980. About 100 co-conspirators were also detained. The military prosecutor
               announced another coup plot on 11 July 1996, resulting in the arrest of 35 soldiers
               and 8 officers. Four RDR officials were also detained in connection with the plot
               but released two days later. In March 1998, President Henri Konan Bédié pardoned the
               architects of the coup plot. Was this a dress rehearsal for the coup to come on 24
               December 1999, and was it a mistake for President Bédié to issue those pardons?
            

            
             In any case, on 18 September 2000, adversity struck the military junta. The residence
               of General Robert Guéï was attacked in an apparent failed coup attempt. Two of his
               bodyguards were killed. There were unconfirmed reports that eight other people were
               killed. Fifteen members of the elite Presidential Guard were arrested. Generals Abdoulaye
               Palenfo and Lassana Coulibaly, the second and third junta leaders, were suspected
               of the attempted coup. Their homes were subjected to very intrusive searches, followed
               by their dismissal two days later. They took refuge in the Nigerian embassy on 26
               September to avoid arrest and a court martial. The military prosecutor, Captain Ange
               Kessy, prepared formal charges against them on 28 September 2000. In January 2001,
               it was the turn of President Laurent Gbagbo to be subjected to praetorian pressure. During the night of 7–8 January, there were
               coordinated attacks on the state TV, the Agban paramilitary camp, and Gbagbo’s residence.
               Eight people were reported killed and 32 people arrested. A civilian, Henriette Diabaté, was detained for illegal possession of firearms and for destabilizing the country.
               On 31 May 2001, six people were sentenced to long jail terms for their role in the
               January 2001 attempted coup; seven others were acquitted.
            

            
             On 19 September 2002, a mutiny and an attempted coup failed to bring about the downfall
               of the government of Laurent Gbagbo. Instead, they morphed into a full-scale rebellion,
               resulting in a civil war and the partition of the country into a rebel-held northern
               half and a government-controlled south. Of all the attempted coups, this one produced
               the most horrific impacts: refugees, internally displaced persons, rape, killings,
               burning and looting, land expropriation, and so on. The government and its Jeunes Patriotes supporters pointed accusing fingers first at General Guéï, then at Alassane Ouattara, and then at an unspecified foreign country generally believed to be Burkina Faso. Finally, in June 2012, the government announced that it had uncovered a plot to
               overthrow the government. Seven people were reported killed. The putschist(s) were
               unspecified exiled military personnel. This was partly confirmed by Moïse Lida Kouassi, Laurent Gbagbo’s defense minister who was arrested in Lomé, Togo, on 6 June 2012
               and extradited to Abidjan. Moïse Kouassi confessed on television that documents seized
               at his house in Lomé contained incriminating information about a plot against the
               Ouattara government earlier in the year.
            

            
             The Ivoirian experience with military coups is a perfect illustration of what the
               literature teaches about coups, that they are contagious and recurrent; that is to
               say, a country that experiences one is likely to have a repeat performance partly
               because of the demonstration effect.
            

            
         

         
         	COURTS, COLONIAL

         
         	
            A decree of 1903 established a special judicial system for French subjects, at the
               levels of the village, the province, and the cercle. The two lower levels had very limited jurisdictions, with the right of appeal in
               civil and criminal cases to the tribunal de cercle. The commandant de cercle presided over the tribunal de cercle, with two African “notables” as consultants. This court had jurisdiction over all
               crimes in the cercle. Later, the tribunal de province was replaced by the tribunal de sous-division. In 1924, another decree replaced the tribunals at sous-division and cercle levels by tribunals of first and second degree and added a tribunal de homologation at the capital. This system progressively eliminated the roles of traditional judicial
               authorities. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	COWRY

         
         	
            A small seashell of Indian Ocean origin, introduced into West Africa by Dyula traders and established there as a currency because it could not be counterfeited.
               The value was guaranteed by political authorities or by the merchants themselves.
               Cowries were often used for minor commerce, with major purchases paid in gold. They
               were used widely in Bouna, Bondoukou, and Kong, and along the trading routes (i.e., generally in the savanna), where they continued
               in limited use until after World War II.
            

            
         

         
         	CREDIT DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (CCI)

         
         	
            A majority government-owned development finance credit bank established by the colonial
               administration in 1955. It is the original state corporation in Côte d’Ivoire.
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         	DABAKALA

         
         	
            Town in north-central Côte d’Ivoire and the center of Samory Touré’s empire from 1893 to 1898. Today, it is the main town in the département of Dabakala in the Vallée du Bandama. The population of the town had reached 14,722 in 2010, and for the department of Dabakala as a whole,
               it was 150,000. The town’s most famous son is Jean-Louis Eugène Billon.
            

            
         

         
         	DABOU

         
         	
            Town about 50 kilometers west of Abidjan on the Ebrié Lagoon. Its origins are to be found in the construction there of Fort Ducos, established
               to control the western half of the lagoon. With the French defeat in the Franco-Prussian
               War (1870), the troops were withdrawn and the fort was destroyed. Modern Dabou owes
               its existence to its location at the crossroads between the western lagoon and the
               hard-surfaced road to Abidjan and Bouaké (the road to Abidjan having been opened in 1921). The Savonnerie des Lagunes (Blohorn) opened in Dabou in 1930. The town’s future was put in doubt by the opening of a
               four-lane autoroute bypassing it on the Abidjan–Bouaké route. The 1998 census counted
               54,892 people in the town; the 2010 Population and Housing census recorded a population
               that was slightly above 82,000.
            

            
         

         
         	DACOURY-TABLEY, LOUIS ANDRÉ (1945–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian journalist and politician. He was a prominent founding member of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). He was a childhood friend-turned-enemy of Laurent Gbagbo who, like him, is a Bété and a native of Gagnoa. He was a police inspector before returning to school to get a university degree
               in history, like Gbagbo. He is also the brother-in-law of Simone Gbagbo. He served
               as the FPI’s secretary general and was responsible for security of the party until
               he publicly opposed Gbagbo for aligning with Henri Konan Bédié and the Parti Démocratique Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) after the latter was overthrown. He resigned from the FPI and founded a newspaper,
               the Front, and became an unabashed critic of his former colleagues when they came to power
               in 2000. In an interview he gave to Le Jour barely a week before the outbreak of the rebellion in 2002, he accused the FPI government
               of using the law to serve one individual, of arresting people in wanton disregard
               of the law, and of fomenting insecurity by its actions. He tried to warn against arrogance
               and the contempt exhibited by high officials of the government. He concluded that
               nothing had changed; these were the same practices for which he and his former colleagues
               reproached the regime of the late President Félix Houphouët-Boigny and its successor, that of Bédié.
            

            
             Louis André Dacoury-Tabley defected to the rebel Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire (MPCI) camp on 7 November 2002 and was given responsibility for coordinating the
               MPCI’s external relations. He subsequently served as adviser to Prime Minister Seydou Diarra on security issues, and as minister of solidarity and war victims under Prime Minister
               Guillaume Soro. Louis Dacoury-Tabley comes from a large, prominent family, including brothers Dr.
               François Dacoury-Tabley, pharmacist in Bouaké; the late Dr. Benoît Dacoury-Tabley, the personal physician of Gbagbo who was abducted
               from his clinic by three men posing as state security personnel on 8 November, a day
               after his brother’s defection to the rebel cause, his lifeless body discovered the
               next day riddled with 11 bullets, apparently in retaliation for Louis’s betrayal of
               Gbagbo; Philippe Henri, ex-governor of the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO), who took over from Charles Konan Banny and tried to help Gbagbo evade sanctions, and was harshly treated by Ouattara’s forces when Gbagbo’s resistance finally collapsed in April 2011; and Monsignor
               Paul Dacoury-Tabley, Catholic bishop of Grand Bassam.
            

            
         

         
         	DADIÉ, BERNARD BINLIN (1916–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian writer and ardent nationalist. He was born in Assinie, the son of Gabriel Binlin Dadié, comrade-in-arms of Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He was educated in Grand Bassam and then Bingerville before leaving for Dakar where he studied at the École Normale William Ponty. After completing his studies in Dakar, Bernard Dadié fought for independence by
               working for Le Réveil, the newspaper of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA). He was even a member of the RDA in Senegal until 1947. He also participated
               in the literary movement inspired by poet-president Léopold Sédar Senghor of Senegal
               known as négritude.
            

            
             Bernard Dadié returned to Côte d’Ivoire in 1947 intending to teach and write. But
               he also took up the cause of independence. He fought alongside the Parti Démocratique Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and was imprisoned in 1950 by the French colonial authorities for his political
               activism. After independence, he was appointed general overseer, then inspector general
               of cultural affairs (1963–77). He served as minister of culture for nearly a decade
               (1977–86). He also joined the Economic and Social Council in 1976–77. In January 2010,
               President Laurent Gbagbo renamed one of the most beautiful cultural buildings, the Palais de la Culture de
               Treichville, the Centre Culturel Bernard Binlin Dadié.
            

            
             Bernard Dadié is a prolific writer. He is also the best-known Ivoirian writer of
               his (independence) generation. He has written in many different genres including poetry,
               theater, short stories, novels, and essays. He even pioneered a genre that some have
               called chroniques. His best-known works remain the semi-autobiographical Climbié (1953), his prison notes Carnet de prison (1984), and several collections of folk stories, Légendes Africaines (1954) and Le Pagne Noir (1955). His chronicles or travelogues are Les Villes (1933), Un Nègre à Paris (1959), Patron de New York (1964), and La Ville où nul ne meurt (1968). He also wrote several plays, beginning during his student days at William
               Ponty. One of these, Assémien Déhylé, Roi du Sanwi, was only published in 1979. By then, he had already published Monsieur Thôgô-Gnini (1970). He also published Béatrice du Congo, a play in three acts, in 1995. In his introduction to the English edition of Climbié, Ezekiel Mphalele comments that “Dadié is continuously asserting the beauty of African
               life as a constant reminder that colonialism cheated the black man out of his heritage”
               and describes Dadié’s passionate belief “that African stories, legends, proverbs should
               be retold in their original languages and recorded.” Indeed, Bernard Dadié is constantly
               reminding us of the importance of preserving African culture and identity. He insists
               it is important for Africans to be reminded of their heritage.
            

            
             Bernard Dadié is co-president, with Marthe Ago-Amon, of a new political pressure group called Congrès National de Résistance pour la
               Démocratie (CNRD) that is dedicated to halting the prosecution of ex-president Gbagbo
               and securing his release from jail. For reasons that are still unclear, Bernard Dadié’s
               home in Cocody was burglarized on 5 June 2011 by kalashnikov-toting men in uniform. The people who
               carried out the burglary were never apprehended.
            

            
         

         
         	DADIÉ, GABRIEL BINLIN (1851–1953)

         
         	
            Founding member of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA); he was propaganda secretary and a member of the bureau which was constituted
               in November 1944, and elected vice president in 1947. After graduating from the École Normale William Ponty he entered the colonial postal department. Gabriel Dadié left his job in the civil
               service to become a planter in 1924, following the lead of two French colleagues.
               He began growing coffee and within 15 years had a plantation near Agboville of over 100 hectares.
            

            
         

         
         	DAHICO, ADAMA

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	DALOA

         
         	
            Prefecture and third-largest city after Abidjan and Bouaké, it is also the capital of the Haut Sassandra region in western Côte d’Ivoire. The
               town’s founding was a collaborative effort between two Africans, a Bété and a Guro; it became a French military post in 1905 based on an agreement signed by the French
               administrator Thomarin with chief Gbéli. After a revolt lasting from 1906 to 1908,
               Daloa became chef-lieu of the cercle. It was made a prefecture in 1963. Daloa was one of six regional centers designated
               to receive government support for industries processing local produce in the 1976–80
               five-year plan. The population grew by leaps and bounds from 60,837 in 1976 to an estimated 110,000 in 1990; it
               expanded further to 173,107 in 1998. The most recent estimate puts the population
               near 262,000 (2012). While the Bété and Guro are still the majority population, the
               town has become a magnet for large numbers of Baule, Dyula, and Mossi immigrants.
            

            
             Daloa occupies almost an identical economic position as Gagnoa; as a result, it is endowed with several sawmills, a rural technical institute since
               1967, and a regional office of the Department of Agriculture. It is the seat of the
               Roman Catholic diocese of Daloa with its Cathédrale du Christ-Roi.
            

            
             During the Ivoirian civil war, it was hotly contested and changed hands a few times. Captured initially by the
               rebels, government forces reclaimed it on 16 October 2002. During the takeover, 50
               civilians from the north were allegedly massacred on suspicion of supporting the rebels
               based purely on their Muslim names or because they were nationals of Burkina Faso, Mali, or Guinea. The government ordered an inquiry that reported that government troops
               had not been responsible, and so no indictments were brought. In February 2012, the
               International Criminal Court (ICC) decided to investigate this episode of the civil war as well.
            

            
         

         
         	DAN

         
         	
            An ethnic group located in the extreme west of Côte d’Ivoire, around the towns of
               Man and Danané, and extending into Liberia. Their self-awareness as a distinct culture is quite recent, going back only to the
               18th or 19th century. Numbering about 1,300,000 according to the Joshua Project, they
               are traditional neighbors of the Guéré and the Wobé, with whom they share a wide range of cultural patterns, but not the Kru language, and are thus classified as “Peripheral Mandé.” They are intermixed with the Toura, have related languages, and claim to be related.
               They were probably pushed into their present mountainous and forest location by Manding expansion. They practice high-altitude rice culture and raise kola nuts, which they have traditionally traded for dried fish from the Niger River through
               Dyula traders. Dan armed resistance against French colonial rule was suppressed under Governor
               Gabriel Angoulvant in 1905–8.
            

            
             Young men now travel seasonally to the coast, where they work climbing oil palms, loading logs, as lumberjacks, or as domestic or errand boys. They are famous for
               traditional acrobatic performances in which young children are thrown in the air.
               Although living on its southern frontier, the Dan have been relatively successful
               in resisting Islam so that only 22 percent of the population are adherents. While the majority (45 percent)
               still practice traditional religions, 33 percent of the population are now characterized
               as Christian. The Dan are famous for the realistic style of their masks.
            

            
         

         
         	DANCE

         
         	
            Along with music, dance is an indispensable feature of the social and religious fabric of all the
               ethno-cultural groups that make up Côte d’Ivoire. There is the famous stilt dance,
               also known as a mask dance. These are ritual dances that protect the village and are
               performed at ceremonies such as weddings, funerals, initiations, harvesting and sowing,
               and celebrations. The dance is preceded by private preparations during which the dancer
               communicates with the spirit world of the ancestors. The dancer dons a costume with
               tall stilts and colorful clothes that cover the face and body completely. Once in
               costume, no one may refer to the dancer by any name other than the spirit name—the
               identity of the dancer is kept secret. The spirit expresses itself through acrobatic
               feats performed on stilts. No one else may touch the masks. The Zaouly mask belongs
               to the Guro ethnic group. The Zaouly dance is a dance of finesse, elegance, and grace used to
               seduce. The Ge musical dance mask is associated with the Dan. Among the Dan, men and women dance in different masks.
            

            
             Rose Marie Giraud founded and directed the first modern dance company in Abidjan in 1973. The Guirivoires Dance Company served as the first national ballet of Côte
               d’Ivoire before the National Ballet was created by Ms. Giraud in collaboration with
               the late Mamadou Condé. The Guirivoires Dance Company consists of 60 members who are
               dancers, drummers, actors, singers, musicians, costume designers, set designers, choreographers,
               stage managers, music directors, and hair and makeup artists. The company is divided
               into three groups. The first group of 18 members travels internationally, and the
               second group performs and travels nationally. The third and youngest group in Abidjan
               is Les Guirettes, fire dancers and stilt walkers. The Kou Kou dance is a social dance,
               just for fun, or for celebrations like the harvest.
            

            
         

         
         	DAO-GABALA, JACQUELINE MARIAM (1960–)

         
         	
            Founder and president of the Coalition des Femmes Leaders de Côte d’Ivoire (CFeLCI).
               She is a leading advocate of women’s political participation and financial inclusion. Her organization, founded in 2003
               during the Ivoirian civil war, is dedicated to promoting women’s empowerment and involvement
               at the highest levels of government. She has noted that women are involved in education,
               health, democracy promotion, and so on, but they are excluded from crucial policy
               decisions. Jacqueline Dao-Gabala is convinced that for Côte d’Ivoire or any other
               nation to achieve successful development, its institutions must include the “positive
               energy” and capacity possessed by women. She is especially committed to promoting
               financial inclusion of women and nurturing female leadership at all levels of African
               society.
            

            
             In addition to her work with the CFeLCI, Dao-Gabala is regional representative for
               francophone West Africa of Oikocredit, a micro-credit lending institution. She is
               responsible for developing Oikocredit’s regional micro-finance and social enterprise
               portfolios, which include grassroots organizations with women engaged in food security.
               Jacqueline has served as a consultant for the African Development Bank (AfDB), the International Labor Organization (ILO), and the World Bank. She is a
               graduate of the national business school.
            

            
         

         
         	D’ARBOUSSIER, GABRIEL (1908–1976)

         
         	
            Civil servant and leader of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA). D’Arboussier was born in Djenné, French Sudan (now Mali). He was the son of
               French governor Henri d’Arboussier and an African mother. After obtaining a law degree
               from the University of Paris in 1944, he served in the colonial administration in
               Brazzaville, site of the 1944 conference. Subsequently, he represented Gabon and Middle Congo
               in the French Constituent Assembly in 1945–46, then stayed on in Paris as an official
               of the RDA. In 1947 he was elected to the Assembly of the French Union from Côte d’Ivoire
               and served at that time as general secretary of the RDA. In the late 1950s, he was
               president of the Grand Council of French West Africa. D’Arboussier split with Félix Houphouët-Boigny in 1951 because he vehemently disagreed with the latter’s decision to sever RDA ties
               with the French Communist Party.
            

            
         

         
         	DEBT, FOREIGN

         
         	
            The 1981 recession or conjoncture resulted in a 10-fold increase in the Ivoirian national debt from 1978 to 1981 and
               led the government to begin a drastic financial stabilization program under an Extended
               Facility Agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The agreement provided
               for reduction of the public sector debt to 8.6 percent of GDP in 1982, to 6.3 percent
               in 1983, and to restoration of a balance-of-payments equilibrium by 1983. Nevertheless,
               by 1985 the external debt totaled 2,722.1 billion F CFA, or 86.8 percent of GDP; in
               that year, debt servicing cost the equivalent of 28.6 percent of the total value of
               exports. In 1987, when debt that had been rescheduled in 1984 came due, the economy
               had not sufficiently improved to permit Côte d’Ivoire to service its debt. As a result,
               the government announced in May that it was suspending payment on its foreign debt.
               At the end of 1991 the total Ivoirian external debt was over $18.8 billion, of which
               long-term public debt constituted $10.4 billion.
            

            
             On 5 January 2000, the military junta under General Robert Guéï announced that payment on Côte d’Ivoire’s foreign debt had been suspended temporarily.
               He blamed Côte d’Ivoire’s inability to service its debt on the “immense and systematic”
               pillage of the state’s coffers by the deposed government of Henri Konan Bédié. On 31 December 2011, Côte d’Ivoire technically defaulted on a sovereign bond repayment
               because the outgoing government of Laurent Gbagbo had failed to make the payment as
               promised and the Alassane Ouattara government argued that it lacked the funds to make the payment. The debt at issue
               was a $29 million initial “coupon” payment on an outstanding $2.3 billion Europe bond
               issue. As a percentage of GDP, Ivoirian debt averaged 57.54 percent from 2000 to 2011,
               reaching an all-time high of 84.20 percent in 2000 and a record low of 29 percent
               in 2009.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire has benefitted from debt forgiveness from individual donor countries
               and international financial institutions in recent years. In April 2009, the IMF agreed
               to write off $3 billion of the country’s $12.8 billion national debt. Combined with
               other debt relief, the total debt relief approved by the IMF and the World Bank was
               expected to total $7.7 billion. On 23 August 2012, Canada waived Côte d’Ivoire’s $130
               million debt as part of an international effort to forgive billions in Ivoirian debt,
               especially in view of the general perception that the Ouattara administration is making
               progress in turning the country’s finances and governance around.
            

            
         

         
         	DE GAULLE, GENERAL CHARLES (1890–1970)

         
         	
            French soldier and war hero, writer, statesman, architect of the Fifth French Republic,
               and former president of France. He was born into a patriotic and devoutly Catholic
               middle-class family in Lille on 22 November 1890. His father was a philosophy and
               literature teacher. He was well educated, with a brilliant analytical mind and oratorical
               skill. A product of the French military academy of Saint-Cyr, he led the Free French
               resistance movement against the Nazi German occupation of France during World War II. He despised his former mentor Marshall Pétain and his Vichy government for surrendering
               to Nazi Germany. Because Africa rallied to his cause, he called the Brazzaville Conference in 1944 to discuss reform of Franco-African relations after the war. He was especially
               close to Félix Houphouët-Boigny among the African leaders. He served a short stint as prime minister of the Fourth
               Republic from the fall of 1944 until January 1946 when he became so disgusted with
               the politics of the “notoires” of French political parties that he resigned and retreated to his country home.
               However, when Algeria threatened to tear France apart, he was recalled and given unprecedented
               power to create a new political system, with implications again for Franco-African
               relations.
            

            
             General De Gaulle’s Fifth French republican constitution proposed autonomy but not
               independence for French Africans within a Franco-African community; Africans could
               accept or leave it. He campaigned with Houphouët-Boigny for a “yes” vote in the constitutional
               referendum. His nemesis, Ahmed Sékou Touré, opposed the constitution. Whereas Côte
               d’Ivoire voted massively in favor of the constitution, Guinea voted against it. De Gaulle made sure that Guinea paid a heavy price for this audacity
               of independence by immediately withdrawing all French personnel and assets; what could
               not be carried back to France was destroyed, including ripping telephones from walls.
               Needless to say, this was not France’s finest hour.
            

            
             Charles de Gaulle served as the Fifth Republic’s first president and was in office
               from 1959 until he lost a 1969 referendum that called for regional reorganization
               and a reform of the Senate, the upper house of the French parliament. During his tenure,
               he had always wielded referenda as though they were plebiscites, a choice between
               acceptance of the measure or his resignation. This time around, French voters refused
               to back him and, true to his word, he left office on 28 April 1969 and retired to
               his country home in Colombey-les-deux-Eglises to work on his memoirs. He died on 22
               November 1970 from a heart attack at age 80.
            

            
         

         
         	DÉIMA

         
         	
            Syncretistic sect founded in 1942 by a Godié woman, Marie Dahonon, known as Marie Lalou. She was a Baptist but received a revelation in a forest from a large reptile with
               crocodile feet and buffalo horns. The beast taught her to prepare miraculous ashes
               (lalou), and she took sacred water from the pond where it had appeared. Her followers use
               the cross and Jesus in their temples, in addition to magic practices. Lalou divinized
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny and his mother until he forbade it. She died in 1951. The Lalou faith spread among
               the Godié, Dida, and Bété, and it was introduced among the Baule as Demba.
            

            
         

         
         	DELAFOSSE, MAURICE (1870–1926)

         
         	
            French colonial administrator and ethnographer, Delafosse arrived in Côte d’Ivoire
               at the age of 23, having already studied Arabic and having immersed himself in the
               travel accounts of the colony. He was posted to Baule country and became both fluent in the Baule language and exceptionally knowledgeable, for a European, about Baule culture. In 1899, Delafosse
               returned to Côte d’Ivoire from a tour of duty in Liberia to become civilian administrator
               in Toumodi. He approached his assignment with enthusiasm, renewing old friendships with Baule
               chiefs and resuming his linguistic and ethnographic studies.
            

            
             Delafosse was unaware, however, of the degree of hostility among the Baule to French
               activities in the area. Faced with a challenge to his authority from a local chief,
               Delafosse ordered that the chief’s village be razed to the ground. In retaliation,
               two of the chief’s men entered Delafosse’s compound at night and set it on fire, destroying
               most of his administrative papers and large amounts of weapons and ammunition. The
               experience made him more inclined to support a much greater use of military force
               to subdue the Baule.
            

            
             To be sure, Delafosse saw himself primarily as an ethnographer, historian, and linguist
               whose administrative position allowed him to pursue those activities. Because Delafosse
               was both ethnographer and administrator, the effect of his work was more than scholarly:
               his classification of the “grand families” of various ethnic groups into a single
               overarching framework of analysis with hierarchical sub-sets also became the basis
               for French colonial control and actively contributed to the way in which groups perceived
               one another.
            

            
         

         
         	DEM, TIDIANE (1908–?)

         
         	
            Businessman and early Ivoirian politician. Tidiane Dem, a northerner, is a descendant
               of an ethnic Peul of Senegal. His father, Mamadou Souleymane Dem, was born in Ségou
               (Mali) and brought up in the traditions of the Peuls and Malinke. He was born in the northern town of Niakaramandougou (Niakara for short), about
               50 kilometers south of Korhogo; his mother, Fatimata Ouattara, was born in Niellé, also near Korhogo, and is an
               ethnic Senufo. His father was one of Samory’s lieutenants. These three traditions would supply rich material for his writing
               career late in life.
            

            
             Tidiane Dem was a contender in the 1945 Ivoirian election to choose a deputy to represent
               the “subjects” (a second deputy was to be chosen by the French to represent them)
               in the French Constituent Assembly, an election won by Félix Houphouët-Boigny of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA). Dem was by then a wealthy businessman, and he already headed a fledgling union
               of businessmen that he represented. The following year, Dem and Kouamé Binzème teamed up to form the Parti Progressiste de la Côte d’Ivoire (PPCI) as a northwest/southeast counterweight to the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in the second Constituent Assembly election in June 1946. He lost for the second
               time. Dem was also a leader of the Entente des Indépendants de Côte d’Ivoire, which
               opposed the PDCI in the next few years.
            

            
             Eventually, Dem reconciled with the PDCI and was included on the ticket for the Territorial
               Assembly election in March 1957. Elected, he served as territorial counselor of Korhogo
               until December 1958. He was elected deputy of the very first parliament from December
               1958 to November 1960 and was named secretary of state for animal husbandry from May
               1959 to January 1961. In the aftermath of the “complot” manufactured by Houphouët to consolidate power, and the dismissal and imprisonment
               of three ministers in January 1963, Dem served for one month (from 15 January 1963)
               as provisional minister of agriculture and of cooperation. On 15 February 1963, he
               was named minister of animal production. He was, in turn, caught up in the second
               round of arrests. He was tried in June 1964 and sentenced to 10 years in prison. However,
               he was freed in 1967 and appointed chairman of the board of several state-owned enterprises
               including the Société pour le Développement de la Motorisation de l’Agriculture (Motoragri)
               and the Société de Valorisation de l’Anacardier du Nord. He was also named president
               of the Compagnie Ivoirienne pour le Développement des Textiles (CIDT) in 1987.
            

            
             Dem took up writing as he approached retirement; he hoped to use his writing to teach
               the younger generation about their roots and the richness of their traditional cultures.
               He wrote two historical novels set in the Korhogo of his childhood: Masseni (1979) and Mariama (1989). He seems to have passed away without much of a record of his death. A literary
               prize has been established in his name for young writers in high schools and colleges
               in Korhogo.
            

            
         

         
         	DENISE, AUGUSTE (1906–1991)

         
         	
            Minister of state and early associate of Felix Houphouët-Boigny; along with Philippe Yacé and Jean-Baptiste Mockey, he was one of Houphouët-Boigny’s top lieutenants in the formative years of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Like Houphouët-Boigny, Auguste Denise was a Baule, a fellow “médecin africain” (African doctor), and fellow graduate of the École Normale William Ponty. He was also a large landowner who made substantial contributions to the PDCI. Denise
               held various health and medical positions in the 1930s and was in charge of health services in the Grand Lahou cercle from 1943 to 1946. He was co-founder, along with Houphouët-Boigny, of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA) in 1944 and was named at the same time as Houphouët-Boigny by the SAA as their
               candidate in the 1946 election to the Constituent Assembly in the First College.
            

            
             Denise was general secretary, the highest executive office in the PDCI, for a dozen
               years from 1947 to 1959. He was the party’s first candidate for the post of president
               of the Territorial Assembly, winning the post in 1948, then losing it in 1949 when
               the party temporarily lost its majority in the Assembly. When Côte d’Ivoire became
               an autonomous republic within the French community following the 1958 constitutional
               referendum, he became the country’s first prime minister. He ceded the post to Houphouët-Boigny
               in 1959 when the latter left his ministerial position in France to return home. From
               then on, Denise held the office of minister of state of the republic until his death,
               but with considerably diminished influence by the late 1970s. A stadium has been named
               for him in San Pédro.
            

            
         

         
         	DÉPARTEMENT

         
         	
            The highest level of sub-national administrative division in Côte d’Ivoire, headed
               by a préfet (prefect) in an administrative seat known as a prefecture located in the chef-lieu (principal town) of the département, as in France. Just before independence (March 1959), four départements were created out of the 18 cercles of colonial Côte d’Ivoire: North, Southwest, Center, and Southeast. In 1965 the number
               of departments was increased to 6, with the addition of West and East; in 1976 the
               number was increased to 26, and 7 more were created the following year. By the end
               of 1979, Côte d’Ivoire was divided into 34 departments, themselves further divided
               into 163 sous-préfectures (sub-prefectures). Fifteen new prefectures were created in 1985. In 2000, there were
               19 regions sub-divided into 58 départements. The number of départements had increased to 81 by September 2011, as did the number of sub-prefectures, going
               from 183 in 1993 to 258 in 2004, and then to 393 in 2008.
            

            
             Under President Alassane Ouattara, Côte d’Ivoire has again been reorganized, going from 19 regions to 14 districts
               since September 2011. Two of the districts, Abidjan and Yamoussoukro, are autonomous. The other 12 were further sub-divided into 30 regions. The following
               year, Moronou region was added, taking Arrah, Bongouanou, and M’batto départements from N’zi to form the 31st region. Faithful to the French model, the Ivoirian prefect,
               named by the minister of the interior, coordinates the administration of virtually
               all government services in the area of jurisdiction. However, beginning with the 1980
               reform, prefectural councils have been elected every five years.
            

            
         

         
         	DERVAIN, JOEL (1954–)

         
         	
            Economist. He received a master’s degree in economics from the University of Montréal,
               Canada, in 1979. He served in several major capacities in the Société Ivoirienne de
               Raffinage (SIR), Côte d’Ivoire’s only oil refinery. He was in charge of the commercial
               department of the company in 1987, then became human resource director in 1997. He
               served as director of human resources and administration from 1999 to 2001 before
               taking over as managing director of the SIR. He faced his greatest challenge in November
               2010 when the company was confronted with the possibility of a shutdown because of
               international sanctions imposed to starve it of crude oil and money to acquire it
               following the disputed presidential election. The refinery with a capacity to process 80,000 barrels a day was operating at just
               between 25,000 and 30,000 barrels and was fast depleting its stockpile of crude by
               March 2011. Having successfully weathered the crisis, President Alassane Ouattara gave him a vote of confidence by retaining him as managing director. He was elected
               president of the African Refiners Association (ARA) in 2011 and reelected to a further
               three-year term in February 2014 during the annual general meeting of the ARA.
            

            
         

         
         	DIABATÉ (ALSO DAGRI DIABATE), HENRIETTE ROSE (1935–)

         
         	
            Former university professor and politician. Henriette Diabaté was born in Abidjan and attended the Collège Moderne de Jeunes Filles in Bingerville, the Lycée Classique in Cocody, and the École Normale de Jeunes Filles in Rufisque, Senegal. She was educated in
               universities in Abidjan, Dakar, Aix-en-Province, and, finally, at the Sorbonne where
               she received her undergraduate (1967) and graduate degrees (master’s and doctorate
               in history in 1968 and 1984 respectively). She taught history at the University of Abidjan from 1968 until her retirement in 1995. In 1975, she published La marche des femmes sur Grand Bassam, the history of the famous march of women activists of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) on Grand Bassam during the struggle for independence. She has also written
               extensively on the Sannvin, including Aniaba: un Assinien à la court de Louis XIV, and her magisterial work, Le Sannvin: un royaume Akan de la Côte d’Ivoire, 1701–1901, sources orales et histoire.
            

            
             Henriette Diabaté served as minister of culture from 1990 to 1993 in the last government
               of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, run by Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara. She became a staunch ally of Alassane Ouattara and, in 1994, a founding member of
               the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), for which she wrote the official anthem. She also served as national secretary
               for external relations of the party from 1995 to 1998; from March to October 1998,
               she was deputy secretary general of the party, and from October 1998 to January 1999,
               she was the interim secretary general. Since January 1999, she has been the substantive
               secretary general of the RDR. She was the only woman among the RDR officials who were
               arrested and sentenced to two years in prison in October 1999 for inciting violence
               during a protest demonstration; she was released after the December 1999 coup and made minister of culture and the francophonie in January 2000 by the transitional
               military government of General Robert Guéï.
            

            
             Henriette Diabaté resigned from the military government in May 2000; she staged a
               hunger strike in October 2000 when the junta banned her from leaving the country to
               be at the bedside of her ailing husband, Lamine Diabaté, a former minister of state.
               She subsequently became a widow. She was named grand chancellor of the National Order
               of Merit of Côte d’Ivoire by President Ouattara on 18 May 2011, the first woman to
               occupy that exalted position.
            

            
         

         
         	DIABY, DJIBRIL

         
         	
            A planter and member of the Bureau of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA), which was created in November 1944, and administrative secretary-archivist
               of the union. He was reelected to these positions in 1947. Not much else is known
               about him.
            

            
         

         
         	DIAGOU, JEAN KACOU (1948–)

         
         	
            An insurance specialist and, since 14 September 2010, president of the powerful Fédération
               des Organisations Patronales de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (FOPAO) as well as president
               of the Confédération Générale des Entreprises de Côte d’Ivoire (CGECI). He is an Ebrié, born in Blockhaus Cocody-Abidjan; he attended secondary school in the minor and major seminaries in Bingerville and Yopougon, respectively, where he received his high school diploma in philosophy in 1967. He
               earned his bachelor’s degree in 1971 from the University of Abidjan, and a diploma in the law and economics of insurance from the École d’Assurance
               de Paris (ENASS), an affiliate of the Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (CNAM)
               in 1972.
            

            
             He began his professional career in 1972 with the SIA agency, a branch of the Union
               des Assurances de Paris (UAP) in Abidjan, and rose steadily through the ranks, from
               head of department to secretary general of the Ivoirian branch of UAP in 1976. From
               1981 to November 1983, he was director of the Union Africaine (UA), a branch of the
               UAP. In 1985, the UA was split into two entities: Union Africaine IARD and Union Africaine
               Vie. Diagou became administrator and director general of both entities in Côte d’Ivoire,
               as well as administrator of the Union des Assurances du Niger (November 1985 to 31
               June 1992). From June 1992 to 31 December 1994, he served as administrator and vice
               president of the UA Group. He also served as president of the Association des Sociétés
               d’Assurance de Côte d’Ivoire (ASACI) from October 1988 to March 1995 (and again from
               December 2003 to April 2005) and as president of the Fédération des Sociétés d’Assurance
               de Droit National Africaines (FANAF) from February 1990 to February 1996. He used
               his position to essentially lobby for reform of the insurance sector. More importantly,
               he advocated common regulations for the franc zone. These efforts paid off, and a treaty to that effect was signed in Yaoundé, Cameroon,
               on 10 July 1992.
            

            
             In January 1995, just before the entry into force of the new regional regulatory
               framework, Diagou added arguably the most important jewel to his crown of achievements.
               He created a new insurance and banking group known as the Nouvelle Société Interafricaine
               d’Assurance (NSIA). This initiative and related moves have made him one of the richest
               businessmen in Côte d’Ivoire. In 1996, when the Assurance Générale de France (AGF)
               decided to liquidate its African holdings, NSIA jumped at the opportunity to buy its
               Ivoirian branch. This was the beginning of NSIA’s phenomenal growth (Groupe NSIA)
               in 1998, with the creation of the Nouvelle Société Assurance Bénin (NSAB), and with
               the purchase of the Mutuelle du Gabon (now NSIA Gabon) in 2000. The total number of
               companies that NSIA now owns is 15, including the purchase of the Banque Internationale
               de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BIAO-CI), the oldest bank in Côte d’Ivoire. All these corporate
               moves have positioned the NSIA Group as the future face of insurance banking in Africa.
               NSIA already has its tentacles, if not its paws, throughout West Africa. Perhaps because
               it does not hurt to be guided and fortified by the divine while climbing to the dizzying
               heights of business success, Diagou is also an accomplished composer of religious
               music and has released three cassettes and a CD of his songs.
            

            
         

         
         	DIALOGUE

         
         	
            Term applied to the governance style of Félix Houphouët-Boigny. Drawing on African traditions, he co-opted potential opposition by calling them
               into “dialogue,” or palaver. The first such gathering on a large scale was launched
               in 1969, during a period of festering dissent among students and urban occupational
               groups; further meetings were arranged regularly thereafter, sometimes involving thousands
               of people at a time, sometimes just a single possible opponent. Houphouët-Boigny was
               such a fervent believer in the efficacy of this approach to problem solving that he
               sought to apply it even to apartheid South Africa in the 1970s. As Michael Cohen observed
               in 1984, “the Dialogue was a watershed in Ivoirian political life because it articulated
               a set of issues which dominated the next ten years.” The technique was applied for
               the last time in 1989, when Houphouët convened a series of “days of national dialogue”
               to deal with mounting social unrest. However, the dialogue glue failed to stick this
               time. Opposition to single-party rule ran so deep, and criticisms of the failures
               of the party were so jarring, that Houphouët-Boigny was compelled to give in to popular
               demands for opening the political system to multi-party competition, even at the presidential
               level, and a transition to democratic rule.
            

            
         

         
         	DIARASSOUBA (DYARASUBA)

         
         	
            Family of Bambara warriors sent by the king of Ségou in the mid-18th century to shore up the Malinke defenses at Odienné, under repeated attack from the Senufo. The Diarassoubas conquered the territory from Odienné to Séguéla and established the state of Nafana, which lasted from the late 18th to the middle of the 19th century. The Nafana state
               capital of Tiyéfou, located roughly seven kilometers northeast of Odienné, was destroyed
               in 1848 by Vakaba Touré.
            

            
         

         
         	DIARRA, SAMBA (1931–2010)

         
         	
            Professor of medicine and administrator. Dr. Samba Diarra was born in Adjamé and is probably best known for his 1997 book, Les faux complots d’Houphouët-Boigny: Fracture dans le destin d’une nation, 1959–1970, of which he was himself a victim. Professor Samba was the deputy secretary of the
               Syndicat des Medicins, Chirurgiens, Dentistes et Pharmaciens de Côte d’Ivoire when
               he was framed by those fake plots and arrested in 1963. When he was released from
               the notorious Assabou prison in 1966, he was appointed chief medical officer of the
               Sassandra hospital, then professor of gynecology and obstetrics at the University of Abidjan.
            

            
             At the same time, he was a practicing surgeon at the Polyclinique Internationale
               Saint Anne-Marie (PISAM) in Abidjan where he also had an administrative position as
               director of the professional services and adviser to the director general. He was
               highly regarded as someone who was not afraid to speak his mind and speak truth to
               power; he was considered a freethinker with a generous spirit. He was a founding member
               of the Association Ivoirienne pour le Bien-être Familial (AIBEF) and served as the
               organization’s president from 1987 to 1998. He belonged to the Académie des Sciences,
               des Cultures Africaines et de la Diaspora and the Association des Anciens Prisonniers
               d’Assabou.
            

            
         

         
         	DIARRA, SEYDOU ELIMANE (1933–)

         
         	
            A professional diplomat, successful businessman, and two-time prime minister. Seydou
               Elimane Diarra, a Muslim, was born in Katiola in northern Côte d’Ivoire. After his
               secondary education in Bordeaux, France, he studied agricultural engineering at the École Nationale Supérieure Agronomique
               and at Montpellier University. Shortly after independence, he returned to Côte d’Ivoire
               but was arrested and jailed in Assabou from 1963 to 1964 as part of Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s effort to consolidate power through the “faux complots” of 1963.
            

            
             Diarra was released and rehabilitated by Houphouët-Boigny. He served in several high-level
               positions beginning in 1965 as commercial director of the Caisse de Stabilisation et de Soutien des Prix des Produits Agricoles (Caistab). For more than two decades, he played a major role in Ivoirian diplomacy.
               He represented African countries at the Organisation Internationale du Café et du
               Cacao (OIC) in London from 1967 to 1970. From there, he was appointed ambassador to
               Brazil in 1971; he then served as ambassador to the European Union in Brussels, with
               accreditation to Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxemburg as well (1977–82). In 1983,
               he was appointed ambassador to the United Kingdom and the OIC.
            

            
             Diarra left behind a brilliant diplomatic career to enter the private sector as cocoa exporter in 1985. Among other roles, he served as director general of SACO-CHOCODI,
               an Ivoirian company involved in the marketing and processing of cocoa, and as president
               of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, as well as the Banque Internationale de l’Afrique
               de l’Ouest de Côte d’Ivoire (BIAO-CI).
            

            
             In January 2000, following the overthrow of Henri Konan Bédié by General Robert Guéï, he was appointed minister of state for planning and development, with responsibility
               for coordinating government programs. He was subsequently appointed prime minister
               from 18 May to 18 October 2000. In July 2001, he was tapped by President Laurent Gbagbo to preside over the National Reconciliation Forum, whose recommendations were supposed
               to serve as a road map from paralysis to peace but were never fully implemented before
               the attempted coup of September 2002 and the civil war erupted.
            

            
             Seydou Diarra became prime minister for the second time when he was chosen as the
               person to head the government of national reconciliation following the signing of
               the Linas-Marcoussis Accord in Paris in January 2003. He took over as prime minister
               on 10 February 2003, expecting to be given much greater executive power than Laurent
               Gbagbo was willing to concede. He struggled valiantly to hold together a shaky coalition
               of rebels (representatives of the Forces Nouvelles) and ruling and opposition party ministers, run the country, and nudge the parties
               toward reconciliation and, ultimately, free, transparent, and fair elections. On 5
               December 2005, African Union (AU) mediators announced that he was to be replaced by Charles Konan Banny, effective 7 December.
            

            
         

         
         	DIARRASSOUBA (ALSO TUHO), CHARLES VALY (1938–)

         
         	
            Research scholar and economics professor; he was the first indigenous rector of the
               national university (October 1974–January 1983), the first four from 1959 to 1974 being French nationals.
               He was director of higher education and research in the Ministry of National Education
               until 1977. In 1984, he changed his name to Tuho; he explained his motivation in a
               1984 book, J’ai change de nom . . . pourquoi? Professor Diarrassouba (or Tuho) is a renaissance scholar and a prolific writer; he
               has written extensively on a catholic spread of issues, from agriculture and economic
               development to educational and socio-cultural issues. His published works include
               L’Evolution des structures agricoles du Sénégal: destructuration et restructuration
                  de l’économie rurale (1968); Eléments d’une projet de la balance des paiements en pays sous-développés (1969 and 1970); L’Université ivoirienne et le développement de la nation (1979); L’Economie ivoirienne et la Communauté économique européene (1992); and Jésus et la paix en Côte d’Ivoire, 1990–1995 (1996). Among the important initiatives he was associated with as the very first
               Ivoirian rector of the university was the institutionalization of the Pédagogie: Les enseignants d’une université à l’école that he initiated in 1976.
            

            
         

         
         	DIARRASSOUBA, SOULEYMANE (1971–)

         
         	
            He is currently managing director of Atlantic Business International (ABI), a subsidiary
               of Banque Centrale Populaire of Morocco. He served previously as director general
               of Atlantic Financial Group and held senior-level positions at a number of other banking
               institutions, including the Banque Atlantique Côte d’Ivoire (BACI), Société Ivoirienne
               de Banque (SIB), Ecobank, and Versus Bank. At BACI, he managed to secure the continued
               supply of crude to the Société Ivoirienne de Raffinage (SIR) during the post-election
               crisis. He was also instrumental in arranging financing for a second container terminal
               at Abidjan port; that project got under way in 2014.
            

            
             Diarrassouba has a master’s degree in management studies from the University of Abidjan with a concentration in finance; he also has a post-graduate degree in
               auditing and management control from the Université de Paris XII Val de Marne-UCI
               and a diploma of advanced studies in banking from CNAM Paris. He is vice president
               of the Association of Banking Professionals. He has been decorated with the Knight
               of the National Order of the Merit of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	DIAWARA, MOHAMED TIEKOURA (1928–2004)

         
         	
            Former minister of planning, he was considered one of the main architects of the vaunted
               “Ivoirian miracle.” He was born in Dori, Burkina Faso, but spent his childhood in
               various parts of western Côte d’Ivoire, including Bouaflé, Danané, and Lakota where
               his father was a schoolmaster. Young Diawara attended the Lycée Faidherbe in St. Louis
               (Senegal) where he obtained his high school diploma before going to France to study mathematics at the renowned Lycée Janson-de-Sailly. In college, he opted
               to study economics and statistics at the University of Paris before finishing up at
               the Institut de Développement Economique of the World Bank in Washington.
            

            
             Mohamed Diawara served in the French colonial administration from 1955 to 1960; following
               independence, he became technical adviser, then chief of staff of the Ministry of
               Finance, working with and learning from Raphaël Saller, then director general of planning from 1961 to 1963. From 1964 to 1966, he served
               as a member of the Economic and Social Council and governor of the Banque Ivoirienne
               de Développement Industriel (BIDI). He was brought into the Political Bureau of the
               Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1966, the same year he became the substantive minister of plan, serving
               in that capacity for a little over a decade (1966–77). In 1974, with the blessing
               of Presidents Félix Houphouët-Boigny and Léopold Sédar Senghor of Senegal, he launched the “Club of Dakar” (1974–85) to
               provide a forum for informal exchange of ideas about problems of development.
            

            
             Diawara’s illustrious career was somewhat tarnished by the stinging rebuke of economic
               mismanagement issued by Houphouët-Boigny in a 1977 speech. As a result, he lost his
               ministerial appointment. He got into more serious hot water when he was arrested on
               28 October 1984 at the summit of the Communauté Economique de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (CEAO) for allegedly embezzling 6.5 million F CFA belonging to the community’s Fonds
               d’Intervention et de Solidarité pour le Développement (FOSIDEC). At the insistence
               of Captain Thomas Sankara, who occupied the rotating chairmanship of the regional
               organization that year, Diawara was transferred to the CEAO headquarters in Ouagadougou.
            

            
             He was tried before a People’s Revolutionary Tribunal consisting of a panel of ordinary
               citizens. In April 1986, he was found guilty, sentenced to 15 years in prison, and
               ordered to pay back the missing funds, plus interest and damages. However, the heads
               of state of CEAO commuted the sentence, and he was released in 1991. For a time, he
               was a discreet adviser to his former colleague, Henri Konan Bédié; he also cultivated excellent relations with Laurent Gbagbo. One might say that Diawara had learned to butter his bread on both sides. He passed
               away after a long and painful illness on 13 June 2004. His passing left Lucette Cabral,
               the widow of Amilcar Cabral and Diawara’s second wife, a two-time widow.
            

            
         

         
         	DIBO, PAUL GUI (1939–2009)

         
         	
            Deputy, mayor, former minister of state, and president of the board of the state-owned
               Gestion des Stocks Pétroliers de la Côte d’Ivoire (GESTOCI). He was born in the western
               city of Duékoué, a veritable crossroads between the north and the west of the country.
               He studied economics at the University of Rouen, France, and joined the economic ministry
               a few years after independence; he apparently quickly proved to be quite skillful
               during international negotiations. For that reason, President Félix Houphouët-Boigny brought him into the government in 1971, and he spent nearly two decades at various
               levels of the government. He was named secretary of state in charge of mining in 1971
               and then minister of mining from 1976 to 1986. On appointment, he apparently spent
               a year immersed in the study of mining and energy issues to become thoroughly familiar
               with and knowledgeable about the sector so that he could fashion an effective national
               policy for exploiting the nation’s mineral resources.
            

            
             He presided over the initial discovery of oil in Côte d’Ivoire. It is reported that
               when he broke the news to Houphouët-Boigny, he was so elated that he drank champagne
               for the first and only time. He is credited with inspiring Houphouët-Boigny to establish
               the string of major state-owned development companies, the so-called SODEs, to ensure a seamless chain of production from cultivation to processing of the
               finished product.
            

            
             Paul Dibo had so endeared himself to the president that even when the latter reshuffled
               his cabinet in 1986 to inject young blood into the system and to get rid of ambitious
               old-timers, he kept Dibo on as minister of state until 1990. At the same time, Houphouët-Boigny
               gave him the opportunity to initiate several important projects as deputy and mayor
               of his hometown. He played a critical role in promoting the cultivation of cocoa, coffee, and rubber in the Duékoué area, which then became a magnet for in-migration. It also meant that
               Dibo was often called upon to mediate disputes between different communities in his
               constituency. By all accounts, he was open and committed to dialogue. Thus, he was
               involved in the mediation in Lomé, Togo, and in Linas-Marcoussis following the outbreak
               of conflict in 2002.
            

            
             It is interesting to note that Paul Dibo joined the Union pour le Développement et
               pour la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI) rather than stick with the old Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Following the death of UDPCI leader General Robert Guéï and in the absence of Dr. Balla Kéita, the secretary general, Dibo took up the presidency of a crisis committee created
               to assist the party in managing the leadership transition and to avoid collapse. He
               was a member of the Committee of the Wise of the UDPCI as well. Politicians from all
               sides of the Ivoirian political divide, including former president Laurent Gbagbo, sought his advice.
            

            
             Paul Dibo had been quite an athlete in his youth. He was the francophone West African
               champion in javelin, and he played football (soccer) for the Stella Club of Adjamé, for which he became honorary president. He was also decorated with the Commander
               of the National Order. He suffered from a serious case of diabetes and had been in
               poor health from 2004 until he finally succumbed to the illness on 29 January 2009.
               He was considered a genuine civil servant of the state and a man of considerable integrity
               and probity.
            

            
         

         
         	DIBOPIEU, JEAN-YVES

         
         	
            President of “Solidarité Africaine” (SOAF), his own non-governmental organization
               (NGO), and former secretary general of the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) from 2001 to 2003; he succeeded Charles Blé Goudé. He was also second-in-command of the Congrès Panafricain des Jeunes Patriotes (COJEP),
               the patriotic galaxy which was headed by Blé Goudé. Like Blé Goudé, he is a staunch
               ally of Laurent Gbagbo. He fled after the fall of Gbagbo’s government in April 2011 but was arrested in
               Ghana on 4 February 2013 and extradited to Abidjan the following day. After a short
               stay at the Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire (DST), he was sent to jail
               in Bouaké where he spent a year and three months before being released on bail on 31 May 2014.
               He was among a group of 50 close allies of Gbagbo whose assets had been frozen but
               were unfrozen just before their release. He claims he was subjected to the most degrading
               and inhuman treatment in jail. He will be forever remembered for his exhortation to
               young patriots to take on the French, famously remarking, “A chacun son Français,” at a meeting in Plateau in 2003.
            

            
         

         
         	DIBY, CHARLES KOFFI (1957–)

         
         	
            A technocrat and politician. Born in Bouaké, Koffi Diby is an “Enarque,” a product of the École Nationale d’Administration (ENA)
               in Abidjan and of the Institut International d’Administration Publique (IIAP) de Paris. Indeed,
               he was the top student in the highly competitive entrance examination to ENA where
               he specialized in public accounts. He began his professional ascendancy back in November
               1984 in the office of the inspector general of the treasury. He was in charge of accounts
               verification. He served in a similar capacity with various government agencies, including
               as municipal receiver in the treasury departments of Bondoukou (1989–94) and Daoukro (1994–97). From August 1999 to February 2000, he was the deputy
               director general of public accounts in the treasury department. He was then appointed
               technical adviser to the minister of the economy and finance in May 2000. On 7 May
               2001, Koffi Diby assumed the general directorship of the treasury and public accounts
               department; he also served as a member of several state boards until his string of
               ministerial appointments began on 28 December 2005.
            

            
             Koffi Diby is a holdover from Laurent Gbagbo’s administration; he started out as a minister delegate to Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny in charge of the economy and finance until April 2007; then he became the substantive
               minister of the economy and finance under Prime Minister Guillaume Soro from 2007 to 2010. He was at the same time director general of the public treasury
               until February 2008. President Alassane Ouattara kept him in this vital ministry until Daniel Kablan Duncan took over as prime minister and minister of finance in November 2012. Koffi Diby
               was also elected deputy of Bouaflé on the ticket of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 2011. Throughout his tenure, he was close to Alassane Ouattara and solicitous
               of his help, especially in getting Abidjan’s heavily indebted poor country (HIPC)
               program approved by the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
            

            
             In addition to his ministerial duties, Koffi Diby has served as president of the
               board of governors of the Banque d’Investissement et de Développement (BID) of the
               Economic Community of West African States since 2009; president of the council of
               ministers of the Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest Africaine (UEMOA) since 30 June 2009; a member of the Administrative Council of the Banque
               Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO); and president of the Administrative
               Council of the Nouvelle Air Ivoire.
            

            
             Koffi Diby is highly decorated—commander, officer, and knight of the National Order
               of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire—and is the recipient of an honorary doctorate from
               the Charles Louis de Montesquieu University of Abidjan. In 2007, he published Management des services publics en Afrique.
            

            
         

         
         	DIDA

         
         	
            A people of the Kru ethnic cluster concentrated in south-central Côte d’Ivoire, in and around the towns
               of Lakota, Divo, Guiltry, and Grand Lahou. They are divided into sub-groups known as Divo, Yokoboué, common Maké, and Lozoua.
               The Dida are difficult to distinguish from neighboring groups on the basis of institutions
               or cultural traits but are self-identified by an exclusive network of economic and
               political relations. They were traditionally very decentralized politically, although
               each village recognizes one lineage as a proprietor of the village lands. The eldest
               male in that lineage supervises settlement by outsiders and adjudicates inter-lineage
               disputes. They were culturally influenced by the Baule to the north.
            

            
             The Dida militarily resisted colonial rule through the period 1909–18, the same period
               in which many Dida and neighboring groups were converted to Harrism. They did not
               enter into production for export until after World War II. They are now only about one-third of the population of their home département of Divo because of heavy in-migration. There were 119,000 self-identified Dida in
               the 1975 census. The current population is estimated around 155,000, of which 77 percent
               are Christian and only 13 percent practice traditional religions. Sixty percent of
               Christians are Catholic and 40 percent are Protestant. Nine percent of Christians
               are considered Evangelical. According to Alfred Schwartz, “Dida” was not a word in
               their pre-colonial vocabulary but was actually an epithet by which their neighbors
               identified them. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	DIGNITE

         
         	
            The name given to the “Centrale des Syndicats Libres de Côte d’Ivoire,” an independent
               trade union confederation in Côte d’Ivoire comprising some 186 trade unions and 20
               professional groups, with about 10,000 members. It was a clandestine union founded
               in 1988; it was only recognized by the Ivoirian government and authorized to carry
               out its union activities following the intervention of the International Labor Organization
               (ILO) in 1994.
            

            
         

         
         	DIKÉBIÉ, PASCAL N’GUESSAN (1936–2002)

         
         	
            Educator and politician. Pascal N’Guessan Dikébié was born in Bécédi in the sub-prefecture
               of Sikensi. He attended school in Guiglo and the École Normale in Dabou. He taught biology at the École Normale in Dabou and later became the headmaster
               of the school. President Félix Houphouët-Boigny appointed him secretary of state, then minister of primary education; he was also in charge of educational television from 1971 until 1983, when the country
               was rocked by widespread student and teacher unrest. After a series of teachers’ strikes,
               he and Education Minister Paul Akoto-Yao lost their ministerial positions.
            

            
             Dikébié was the first deputy of Sikensi from 1980 to 1985, first mayor from 1985
               to 1995, and a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) until he passed away in Abidjan in 2002.
            

            
         

         
         	DIMBOKRO

         
         	
            A sub-prefecture with a population currently estimated at close to 74,000. It was named for a small village created
               by Kouassi Djingbo (Djingbo-Kro). The Baule settled in the region in the 18th century. Dimbokro became an administrative post
               in 1903, and a military post and railway worker camp followed. In 1908, it was named
               chef-lieu of a cercle. The setting up of railroad repair shops there contributed to the town’s economic
               growth, but as a result of an epidemic in 1935 the military camp was relocated to
               Bouaké.
            

            
             Dimbokro’s eclipse was exacerbated by the paving of the road from Abidjan to Daoukro through Adzopé. However, a road was completed from Dimbokro to Bongouanou
               in 1938, and a modern textile factory (the Union Industrielle et Textile de Côte d’Ivoire,
               UTEXI) was opened there in 1975, which employed at its peak before the coup d’état of 1999 about 1,500 workers. The only factory in the area, and the pride of
               Dimbokro, was closed during the crisis of 2002. It reopened in December 2012 under
               a new name, Société Textile de Côte d’Ivoire (SOTEXI), and new ownership and management
               by Dr. Konaté Vassiliki, with ambitious plans to employ 1,000 workers to start, and then grow employment
               to 3,000.
            

            
         

         
         	DIOMANDE (KAMARA, CAMARA)

         
         	
            Maninka clan which migrated into Côte d’Ivoire at the beginning of the 16th century, gaining
               control of a vast region from the Konyan Plateau to the Bandama River. They conquered the native Dan and conquered or allied with the Maninka clans from earlier migrations. Their reign
               came to an end in the 18th century, supplanted by that of the Diarassouba.
            

            
         

         
         	DIOMANDÉ, EL HADJ LOUA (1926–2011)

         
         	
            Minister of state in charge of relations with the Assemblée Nationale from 1971 to 1977. El Hadj Diomandé is a Wakoba; he attended the Normal School in
               Aix-en-Provence, followed by two years of legal studies. He held colonial administrative
               positions from 1952 to 1959. From 1961 to 1963, he served as minister in charge of
               relations with the Entente Council, then, from 1964 to 1970, as minister of public service. In 1970–71, he was minister
               of tourism. He died in Abidjan on 6 October 2011. He was decorated by both Côte d’Ivoire
               and France.
            

            
         

         
         	DIOULA

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	DIOULO, EMMANUEL JOSEPH (1937–1996)

         
         	
            Member of the steering committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and deputy as well as mayor of Abidjan from 1980 to 1985. He had his hands in a number of strategic institutions, including
               serving as president of SOCOPAO-CI, the Société Interafricaine de Financement, the
               Banque Atlantique de Côte d’Ivoire, and the Administrative Council of the port of
               San Pédro. He was also president of the Autorité pour l’Aménagement de la Région du Sud-Ouest (ARSO) and chief executive officer of the Compagnie Générale d’Export-Import (COGEXIM)
               that traded cocoa and coffee, the lifeblood of the country. He is credited with proposing the transfer of the
               capital from Abidjan to Yamoussoukro.
            

            
             Emmanuel Dioulo was once considered a possible successor to President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, but his political future was destroyed by entanglement in a financial scandal that
               erupted in March 1985 and was dubbed “L’affaire Dioulo.” It was revealed in 1985 that
               between 1980 and 1983, Dioulo’s COGEXIM had borrowed heavily from the Banque Nationale
               pour le Développement Agricole (BNDA), a bank designed to provide credit to Ivoirian
               farmers. The principal and interest amounted to $78.9 million, but the company could
               not account for the money.
            

            
             The level of alleged embezzlement was such that the PDCI was about to lift the parliamentary
               immunity of Dioulo on 19 March for him to be prosecuted when he fled the country.
               From exile, Dioulo wrote a blackmail letter to President Houphouët-Boigny threatening
               to expose others who were equally guilty. In the end, he was pardoned by Houphouët-Boigny
               and allowed to return to Abidjan in 1986, but with his political career effectively
               terminated. The BNDA was so bankrupted by the scandal and the fall in cocoa earnings
               that it suspended operation in 1988.
            

            
         

         
         	DIRECTION DE L’AMENAGEMENT DU TERRITOIRE ET DE L’ACTION REGIONALE (DATAR)

         
         	
            An organization established by the Ministry of Planning in 1973 to develop a series
               of regional master plans to ensure better distribution of economic activities and
               investments and to exploit regional potential in a more rational way.
            

            
         

         
         	DJAUMENT, ETIENNE (1911–?)

         
         	
            Ivoirian primary school teacher and politician. Etienne Djaument was co-founder of
               the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA) with Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He was elected on 13 January 1947 to the Council of the Republic and served until
               his term ended on 14 November 1948. In the council, he was a member of the Groupe
               d’Union Républicaine et Résistante pour l’Union Française, which was affiliated with
               the French Communist Party. Apparently, at the instigation of the administration,
               he resigned from the RDA in late 1948; in turn, the RDA successfully opposed his reelection
               to the council.
            

            
             Djaument did not contest the election to the French Senate held on 14 November 1948;
               instead, he contested the legislative elections in June 1951 as leader of the Bloc Démocratique Eburnéen. Not a single member of the bloc was elected. In the legislative elections of 2 January
               1956, he headed a new list, the Entente Ivoirienne pour le Progrès Social et Economique.
               This list fared no better and did not elect any member either. He later was reconciled
               to the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA) and was appointed Ivoirian ambassador to Nigeria on 22 March 1961.
            

            
         

         
         	DJÉDJÉ, ILAHIRI ALCIDE (1956–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian diplomat who served as Côte d’Ivoire’s permanent representative to the United Nations from 11 January 2007 until Laurent Gbagbo’s rule essentially came to an end in December 2010. Ilahiri Djédjé is an “Enarque,”
               a product of Côte d’Ivoire’s École Nationale d’Administration (ENA) in Abidjan and the Institute of Political Studies of the Université de Lyon II in Lyon, France. From 1989 to 1991, Ilahiri Djédjé was chief of the United Nations Economic Commission
               for Europe (ECE). From 1991 to 1994, he was in charge of studies in the Ministry of
               Foreign Affairs. For six years (1994–2000), Ilahiri Djédjé was first secretary and
               consul, and then first secretary in charge of consular, economic, and commercial affairs
               at the Ivoirian embassy in South Africa.
            

            
             Upon his return to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Abidjan, he served as assistant
               director of diplomatic privileges and immunities from 2002 to 2005. Prior to his appointment
               to the United Nations, Ilahiri Djédjé served as special adviser of President Gbagbo
               and chargé d’affaires of Côte d’Ivoire from January 2005 to January 2007. After the
               2010 presidential elections that produced two competing presidents and governments,
               he was appointed minister of foreign affairs in Gbagbo’s short-lived last government.
               He is currently the national secretary of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) in charge of diplomatic relations and international cooperation. When it comes
               to the most pressing question currently facing his party—to participate or not to
               participate in the 2015 elections—Ilahiri Djédjé confesses he is a pragmatist. He
               is unequivocal that the FPI must participate in the elections; he contends that the
               survival of the party and even Gbagbo’s liberation depends on participation. He is
               adamant that elections are a means to increase the influence of the party in order
               to have a better chance of securing the release of Gbagbo. He adds that one has to
               be pragmatic to be efficacious in situations such as the one in which the party finds
               itself.
            

            
         

         
         	DJÉDJÉ MADY, ALPHONSE (1945–)

         
         	
            A political organizer and activist from his days as a student. Djédjé Mady was a founding
               member of the Union Nationale des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (UNEECI) in 1965 as well as the Mouvement des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (MEECI) in 1969, in support of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA), when he was a student at the University of Abidjan. He served MEECI in various capacities, including as president from 1973
               to 1975. He was a member of the Executive Committee of the PDCI-RDA and its Central
               Committee from 1980 to 1991, and the Bureau Politique from 1985 to 2002. He also served
               as deputy secretary general of the Bureau Politique in charge of training from 1995
               to 2002. From 2002 until 2013, he was the secretary general of the PDCI-RDA. He is
               also now president of the directorate of the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) in charge of elections at the national level.
            

            
             Djédjé Mady contested and won election to the Assemblée Nationale from Issia in 1980; he was reelected in 1985, this time as deputy for Nahio-Saïoua,
               and reelected in 1990. He was also elected mayor of Saïoua in 1990, then mayor of
               Nahio-Saïoua from 2011 to 2013, and deputy of Nahio-Saïoua since April 2013. He also
               serves as president of the high council of Haut-Sassandra.
            

            
             An ethnic Bété, Djédjé Mady was minister of public health and population from November 1983 to October
               1989 under President Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He also served as the first secretary general of the Physicians, Pharmacists, and
               Veterinarians Union. With the support of such old stalwarts as Jean Konan Banny and Georges Ouégnin, Djédjé Mady defied Henri Konan Bédié and mounted a challenge against him for the presidency of the PDCI-RDA at its 12th
               congress held from 3 to 6 October 2013 but was defeated.
            

            
         

         
         	DJIMINI

         
         	
            A people of the Voltaic or Gur language family. They speak a language closely related to Senufo and live on the southern fringe of traditional Senufo territory, between the Comoé and Nzi Rivers to the east and west, and the towns of Kong and Satama-Sokoura to the north and south. They have a history distinct from the
               Senufo of the Korhogo area: the Djimini region was the site of Samory Touré’s last stand against the French. Unlike Gbon Coulibaly of Korhogo, the Djimini kings resisted the advances of Samory. The population was devastated by the encounter with Samory. Informal estimates are that about a
               third of the Djimini were drafted into Samory’s armies, about a third were killed,
               and a third fled to Baule and Anyi regions to the south. Thus the population of the Djimini villages of the region had
               to be built back up after 1900. It had rebounded to 95,500 according to a 1993 estimate.
               The current population is estimated at 141,000. The dominant religion of the Djimini
               is Islam, with 58 percent of the population being adherents. A sizeable proportion,
               40 percent, still follows ethnic religious traditions. Only 2 percent of the population
               is Christian, of which 80 percent is Catholic.
            

            
         

         
         	DO

         
         	
            Liberian prophet who came to Côte d’Ivoire in 1915, operating between Grand Lahou and Grand Bassam. He founded a religious movement (distinct from Harrism) in which he recommended
               that his followers pray for the reduction or elimination of the head tax and the early departure of the French.
            

            
         

         
         	DODO, HABIB (?–2004)

         
         	
            An Ivoirian student, a founding member of the Association Générale des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (AGEECI), and a leader in the youth wing of the Parti Communiste Révolutionaire de
               Côte d’Ivoire (PCRCI). Habib Dodo was kidnapped from the home of Ekissi Achy, the
               secretary general of the PCRCI, by the ATS (anti-chambrists) foot soldiers of the
               Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) on 23 June 2004. He was apparently murdered by hanging. His body was discovered
               the next day stashed in a bag that was deposited against a wall on the university campus.
            

            
         

         
         	DOGOU (ALSO GOBA MAURICE), ALAIN (1946–)

         
         	
            Minister of defense and civic service in the last government of Laurent Gbagbo. A native of Aboisso, he began his political career in the office of the late minister of the interior,
               Emile Boga Doudou, and his successor, Paul Yao N’Dré. He also served as adviser to the director general of the Agence Nationale de la
               Stratégie et de l’Intelligence (ANSI). He was, thus, one of the key members of Gbagbo’s
               security apparatus who had the ear of the president. He fled the country following
               the fall of the government in April 2011 but returned to Abidjan on board Egypt Air Flight 881 via Accra on 25 January 2014 after nearly three years
               in exile. Although there were rumors that he might have cut a deal with the government
               of President Alassane Ouattara, he has resumed his opposition activities. Moreover, he continues to put up a spirited
               defense of Gbagbo, especially with regard to the killing of the women of Abobo on 3 March 2011. He serves on the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI) and was
               elected on 4 December 2014 to represent the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) as the fourth vice president of the CEI.
            

            
         

         
         	DONA-FOLOGO, LAURENT (1939–)

         
         	
            A former journalist and perennial participant in Ivoirian governments for a quarter
               of a century, from 1974 until the coup of December 1999, serving under Presidents Félix Houphouët-Boigny and Henri Konan Bédié. Dona-Fologo is a Senufo born into an animist family in Péguékaha in northern Côte d’Ivoire but became a practicing
               Catholic. He is a product of the École Supérieure de Journalisme de Lille and interned with
               the newspaper Progrès de Lyon before returning to Côte d’Ivoire after independence. He was appointed editor-in-chief
               and director general of the newly created Fraternité Matin. He was a member of the Bureau Politique of Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), then minister of information (1974–78), minister of youth and sports (1983–86),
               and minister of information, culture, youth, and sports from July 1986 to October
               1989. He was defeated for the seat from Sinématiali in the 1990 election to the Assemblée Nationale.
            

            
             After a brief hiatus, he was back as secretary general and a member of the Executive
               Committee of the PDCI in 1991. He used his party position to make clear his support
               of Konan Bédié in the presidential succession struggle. Bédié repaid his loyalty by
               naming him to his two successive governments as minister of state for national integration
               (15 December 1993 to August 1996) and minister of state in charge of national solidarity
               until December 1999. However, Dona-Fologo was not elected to the presidency of the
               party, and that seems to have caused some bad blood between him and Bédié.
            

            
             As politics sometimes makes strange bedfellows, Dona-Fologo moved closer to former
               President Laurent Gbagbo who appointed him to the presidency of the Conseil Economique et Social (CES) in
               2001. In turn, President Alassane Ouattara replaced him with Marcel Zadi Kessy in May 2011. For his apparent final act of politics, Dona-Fologo has converted his
               non-governmental organization (NGO), the Rassemblement pour la Paix (RPP), which he
               created on 30 April 2003 during the military-political crisis, into a new political
               party known as the Rassemblement pour la Paix, le Progrès et le Partage (RPPP), a
               centrist party, according to Dona-Fologo, rather than a tribal, regional, or ethnic
               party. Interestingly, he has called on his RPPP supporters to heed the “call from
               Daoukro” by Konan Bédié for the PDCI not to field an opposition candidate for the
               2015 presidential election, but rather to unite solidly behind Alassane Ouattara as
               the consensus candidate of the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) coalition. Like Bédié, he now faces a revolt by young militants in his party
               who resent the “big man” approach to running the party; they are insisting that the
               party must field a candidate to contest the 2015 presidential election.
            

            
         

         
         	DONWAHI, CHARLES BAUZA (1926–1997)

         
         	
            Ivoirian engineer and politician. Charles Donwahi was enrolled in the regional primary
               school in Abidjan in 1934, thanks to his uncle Séri Koré. He obtained his primary school certificate
               and was admitted to the École de Pupilles Mécaniciens in Dakar where he finished first
               in his class. From a very young age, Charles Donwahi had always had an interest in
               and a strong desire to study engineering. So from Dakar he proceeded to Paris to attend
               the École Breguet, a technical tertiary institution, and received a diploma in electromagnetic
               engineering. At the same time, he pursued a parallel degree in refrigeration from
               the Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (CNAM). He returned home with these
               two engineering degrees in his pocket and joined the Compagnie Française d’Afrique Occidentale (CFAO) in 1954. He held different staff positions in the company until he reached
               the pinnacle; he became president director general of the CFAO in Côte d’Ivoire in
               1971. He held several other positions over the years including president of the Organisation
               Interafricaine de Café (OIC), president of Crédit Côte d’Ivoire (CCI), and a member
               of the roundtable of businessmen of the African Development Bank (AfDB); he was elected vice president of the roundtable in 1995.
            

            
             Charles Donwahi was born into a political family. His uncle was one of the first
               nationalist leaders, and it did not take long for Donwahi to follow in his political
               footsteps. He was a founding member of the Ivoirian branch of the Jeunesse du Rassemblement
               Démocratique Africain (JRDA), for which he was elected propaganda secretary; he joined
               the management committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1959; in the same year, he was appointed secretary of state for agriculture
               in charge of scientific research. In January 1961, he was named minister of agricultural
               cooperation.
            

            
             Donwahi was first elected deputy of Soubré-Buyo to the Assemblée Nationale in 1970, the same year he was also brought into the Political Bureau of the PDCI.
               He was reelected to five consecutive terms by his constituents until his passing in
               August 1997. From 1970 to 1980, he served as general rapporteur for the Commission
               for Economic and Financial Affairs; he was also president of the Commission for Social
               and Cultural Affairs of the Assemblée Nationale from 1980 to 1990. He became a member
               of the Central Committee of the PDCI in 1990, the same year he was elected vice president
               of the Assemblée Nationale. He was elected president on 5 January 1994, taking over
               from Henri Konan Bédié when the latter became president of the republic following the death of President
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny. At age 70, Donwahi was reelected president of the Assemblée Nationale on 20 December
               1995.
            

            
             Donwahi was actively involved in associational life and union activities. For five
               years, he was president of the Association des Etudiants Ivoiriens en France, founder-president
               of the Association des Ingénieurs Technique Africaine (AITACI), vice president of
               Club d’Hommes d’Affaires Franco-Ivoirien (CHAFI), and president of the Comité Interprofessionnel
               des Producteurs d’Ananas et de Bananes de Côte d’Ivoire (CIAB). He was president of
               the Ivoirianization Commission of the Private Sector as well as president of the Committee
               of Major Religious Events such as the welcoming of the pope and the opening of the
               St. Paul Cathedral in Abidjan. He undertook several major social and economic projects
               in Soubré and Mayo, including the realization of a “villa project” that cost 250 million
               F CFA to construct between 1976 and 1978, and centers for the youth and for the PDCI
               in Soubré, both inaugurated by Laurent Dona-Fologo in 1981 in his capacity as minister of information. This was followed in 1989 by
               the inauguration of the completed multi-purpose youth center in Mayo by Henri Konan
               Bédié, then president of the Assemblée Nationale.
            

            
             Charles Donwahi received several decorations during his long and distinguished career,
               including as commander of the Order of Saint-Gregory by the Vatican, grand officer
               of the Legion of Honor, commander of the Ivoirian National Order, and commander of
               Ivoirian Sports Merit. In April 2008, Donwahi’s daughter launched the Charles Donwahi
               Foundation for contemporary art in his memory. It features a multi-media library,
               artists’ residences, and workshops. It is intended to promote contemporary art and
               inter-cultural dialogue and to provide a venue for international artists to exhibit
               on its two floors.
            

            
             The long-serving deputy and mayor of Soubré was also a successful planter-exporter of bananas, pineapples, citrus, and rubber. A Bété, he was once considered a possible successor to Félix Houphouët-Boigny as president.
            

            
         

         
         	DOSSONGUI, BERNARD KONE (1950–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian business tycoon. Bernard Kone Dossongui was born in Gbon, sub-prefecture
               of Boundiali. He was former minister of agriculture for 18 months under President
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny. At the time, he was the youngest member of the government. He owned Palmindustrie
               before he became minister and later returned to doing business. He returned to the
               government as minister of technical education and professional training in 1999 under
               Henri Konan Bédié, this time for only six months. He is considered one of the wealthiest Ivoirians
               alive, although nobody really knows how much he is worth. He is the owner-operator
               of the Groupe Banque Atlantique with a capital of 56.077 million F CFA. The bank rose
               from the ashes of the French bank Crédit Industriel et Commercial (CIC) which was
               leaving the country. The bank operates in seven of the eight countries of the West
               African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU/UEMOA). The transnational nature of the
               bank, its involvement in several different countries in the region, allowed it to
               survive the difficult situation in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Kone Dossongui’s business empire is vast. It includes a mobile phone company MOOV,
               also operating in seven states of the UEMOA. There are four insurance companies, a
               data transmission company in 11 countries, and three processing factories, two for
               oil palm and one for cashew nuts. The processing factories were made possible by loans
               from the International Finance Corporation (IFC) of the World Bank. He has franchised
               bakeries operated by young people that have expanded from 4 to 70. He also owns shares
               in Air Côte d’Ivoire. Kone Dossongui perhaps had his epitaph in mind when he said this about himself:
               “I’m a farmer. I’m a farmer who came into business by chance. I’ve had to take on
               major public offices. When I left these positions at the end of my thirties, I opted
               to resolutely pursue business.” In short, he is an accidental businessman. If so,
               Kone Dossongui has done very well for himself and Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	DOUÉ, MATHIAS (1946–)

         
         	
            Former chief of staff of the Ivoirian armed forces, he participated in the coup that toppled President Henri Konan Bédié in December 1999. He was thus a member of the military junta, the Comité National
               de Salut Public (CNSP) led by General Robert Guéï. During the military transition, he was successively minister of youth and sports,
               then minister of state for youth and sports, and minister of state for transportation.
               He was trained in “Saint-Cyr” (France) and took further training courses at the French Institut des Hautes Études de Défense
               Nationale, as well as in Italy, Austria, and Canada.
            

            
             General Mathias Doué started his military career as an instructor at the army college
               in Bouaké in 1973. He became an instructional judge of the Military Tribunal (1976–78), then
               first substitute commissioner of the government in the office of the military prosecutor
               (1978–81). From 1982 to 1986, General Doué directed the administrative and legislative
               affairs of the military. He commanded the first armored battalion of Akouédo (1988–90)
               along with the first infantry battalion and the military camps at Akouédo (1990–91).
               The government put some distance between itself and General Doué by sending him to
               Japan as a military attaché at the Ivoirian embassy (1992–95), and then to China (1995–96)
               with responsibility for Thailand. In 1997, he was called home and appointed director
               of administration and military legislation by Bédié. He was named chief of the military
               cabinet (1997–99). Following his participation in the overthrow of Bédié, he was made
               a member of the CNSP, promoted to general, and made army chief by Guéï.
            

            
             At the beginning of the presidency of Laurent Gbagbo, General Mathias Doué was generally supportive of the president. However, when Gbagbo
               dismissed him as army chief on suspicion of passing intelligence to the French ambassador,
               he vowed on Radio-France International (RFI) to overthrow him if the international
               community would not do it. He became an ally of Guillaume Soro. General Doué is an ethnic Wobé from the extreme southwest of Côte d’Ivoire and the stepfather of track star Murielle Ahoure.
            

            
         

         
         	DOZOS

         
         	
            Traditional hunters who are recognizable by their peculiar dress, including a large
               straw hat, and magical amulets made from local materials and animal parts. The hats
               and amulets are believed by some to render them bulletproof or invincible and to give
               them greatly improved senses of sight and hearing. It has been reported that the dozos follow a strict moral code that compels them to fight oppression. The dozos harbor their own grievances and frustrations. Yéo Adama, the national president of
               the association of dozos in Côte d’Ivoire, is reported to have suffered at the hands of Interior Minister
               Emile Constant Bombet. He was prohibited from moving about freely in Abidjan. The group was ordered to stay in the villages and not come into the city. Dr. Balla Keita apparently had to intervene on their behalf with President Henri Konan Bédié for the order to be relaxed. Under President Laurent Gbagbo, more than 300 dozos reportedly disappeared. It is hardly surprising, then, that the dozos generally supported the Forces Nouvelles (FN) throughout the conflict, and especially during the critical period following
               the disputed 2010 presidential election. In western Côte d’Ivoire, in particular,
               they continued to conduct proxy security operations even after the crisis was over.
            

            
             According to some critics, the particular dress of the dozo was simply used as a cover by militia groups in the west to infiltrate the buffer
               between the rebel and government forces and when staging ambushes or setting up roadblocks
               in order to rob vehicles. According to a United Nations report published in early December 2013, at least 228 people had been killed in security
               operations conducted by the dozos between March 2009 and May 2013. In other words, some dozos now pose a security threat because they are engaged in banditry and operate with
               impunity, a situation that can no longer be tolerated.
            

            
         

         
         	DROGBA, DIDIER YVES TEBILY (1978–)

         
         	
            The most celebrated Ivoirian footballer and longtime captain of the Eléphants, the
               national team. Didier Drogba was born in Abidjan but went to live with his uncle Michael Goba, a professional footballer, in France at the age of five. He became homesick and returned to Abidjan after three years.
               His return home was short-circuited by the loss of jobs by his parents. He was sent
               back to his uncle. His parents also relocated to France in 1991 and settled in the
               Paris suburb of Antony in 1993. It was then that Didier Drogba, at age 15, began to
               play organized youth football regularly. He then joined the semi-professional team
               Levallois and gained a reputation as a prolific goal scorer at the youth level. He
               impressed his junior team coach but did not fare too well on the senior team.
            

            
             After completing secondary school, Drogba moved away to study accounting at the university.
               He joined the Ligue 2 club Le Mans as an apprentice. He was hampered by injuries during
               his first two years. He made his first team debut and signed his first professional
               contract with Le Mans in 1999. Halfway through the 2001–2 season, Ligue 1 club Guingamp
               arranged a transfer from Le Mans. Drogba was credited with saving the club from relegation.
               The next season, he scored 17 goals in 34 appearances and helped Guingamp to a seventh-place
               finish, a record for the club. The coach of Marseille became interested in Drogba
               and was able to arrange a transfer from Guingamp for the 2003–4 season. He continued
               to impress.
            

            
             Outside of Côte d’Ivoire, Drogba is best known for his time with Chelsea in the English
               Premier League where he played center forward and where he continued his prolific
               goal scoring. He is Chelsea’s sixth-highest goal scorer of all time. He moved to Chelsea
               from Marseille in 2004–5 and immediately made his mark, helping Chelsea to reach the
               UEFA cup finals that year and win the league championship in two consecutive seasons,
               2004–6, under his new coach and mentor José Mourinho. He scored a record 31 goals
               during the 2005–6 season alone. Chelsea also won the English cup in 2005 and 2007.
               On 9 July 2005, he was named ambassador of the French city of Mans where he first
               began to hone his football skills.
            

            
             Didier Drogba made his debut for the national team on 8 September 2002 against South
               Africa. He scored his first goal for the Eléphants on 11 February 2003 against Cameroon
               in a 3–0 victory. In 2006, he led Côte d’Ivoire to the African Cup of Nations, but
               the team lost to Egypt; Côte d’Ivoire had an identical run in 2007 and, again, lost
               to Egypt in the finals. In 2008, the national team made it to the semi-finals before
               losing to its nemesis, Egypt. In 2006, Drogba was named captain of the national team.
               Under his leadership, the team qualified for the World Cup but did not get out of
               the difficult group stage. He announced his retirement from the national team in 2014,
               after wearing the green jersey for more than 12 years. He remains the team’s all-time
               top goal scorer.
            

            
             Drogba tried his best to bring peace to his troubled country. After Côte d’Ivoire
               qualified for the World Cup in 2006, he appealed to the rebels to lay down their arms.
               When the cease-fire was signed in 2007, he arranged for an African Cup of Nations
               qualifying match to be played in Bouaké. In January 2007, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) named him goodwill
               ambassador. In late 2009, he announced that he was putting his £300 million endorsement
               fee for Pepsi into the construction of a hospital in his hometown, Abidjan. Chelsea
               has also contributed to the project through a donation to the Didier Drogba Foundation.
               Drogba is helping in other ways to relaunch Côte d’Ivoire: in April 2011, he was named
               to the Commission Dialogue, Vérité et Réconciliation (CDVR), and in January 2014, with the government’s encouragement, he paid a reported
               $74 million to acquire a 5 percent stake in the gold-mining Société des Mines d’Ity.
               Nicknamed “Tito” by his mother who greatly admired Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia,
               Drogba, a Catholic northerner, has been married to Diakité Alla, a Malian Muslim,
               since 1999.
            

            
         

         
         	DYARASUBA

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	DYULA (DIOULA)

         
         	
            Designation of members of the Manding ethnic cluster spread over much of the West African savanna. The Dyula are mostly
               itinerant traders; in pre-colonial times, they had commercial networks that spanned
               long distances, from Senegal to Nigeria, and from Timbuktu to northern Côte d’Ivoire.
               With colonization, they expanded into the new towns of the coastal area. Because of
               their prominence in trade, the Dyula language has become the lingua franca of commerce in much of West Africa and is a second language
               for a large proportion of the Ivoirian population. The word dyula means “itinerant trader” in that language. The term has come to be applied, especially
               in southern Côte d’Ivoire, to all Muslim merchants from the north, of whatever ethnic
               or cultural background. Dyula is thus a very contextually defined, ambiguous term.
            

            
             The “true” Dyula, that is, those for whom this is primarily a cultural rather than
               an occupational marker, are from the region of Kong, which they developed as a pre-colonial commercial center. The Dyula are majority
               Sunni Muslims (95 percent), with the rest, whom Muslims call “pagans,” holding on
               to traditional animist beliefs. The current population of Dyulas is roughly 2,331,000.
            

            
         

         
         	DYULAKRO

         
         	
            The term used in Akan areas of Côte d’Ivoire to designate the quarter of a town in which the northern Dyula, and by extension the Muslim population, resides. The same quarter is referred to as zongo in Ghana. Such quarters were established at points along Dyula trade routes as early as the
               15th century.
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         	EBRIÉ (KYAMAN)

         
         	
            A people of the Lagoon Cluster, after whom the Ebrié Lagoon is named. They came from farther inland about 1750, pushed to the coast by
               Anyi expansion. The Ebrié were never organized into centralized states; their most inclusive
               political unit has been the village. Age grades are an important aspect of Ebrié social cohesion. They occupy the area around Bingerville and between Abidjan and Dabou—they were the indigenous population on the site where the city of Abidjan was founded. They are estimated to number about
               133,000 (Joshua Project) located in 57 villages, including 27 in Abidjan. Although
               numerically overwhelmed by immigrants, they have managed to preserve their identity
               and some aspects of their traditional culture, which was oriented toward the water.
               They are, however, almost entirely Christianized (95 percent); the remaining 5 percent
               are Muslims and integrated into the modern economy and society.
            

            
         

         
         	ÉCOLE NORMALE WILLIAM PONTY (WILLIAM PONTY SCHOOL)

         
         	
            When the École Normale des Instituteurs moved from St. Louis (Senegal) to Gorée in
               1913, it took the name École Normale William Ponty. It was reorganized to train African
               civil servants in teaching, medicine, pharmacy, and veterinary science. It had great
               prestige in the French African colonies, including Côte d’Ivoire, and its graduates
               were the first technical and political generation including, in Côte d’Ivoire, Félix Houphouët-Boigny, Auguste Denise, Mamadou Coulibaly, Mathieu Ekra, and Jean-Baptiste Mockey.
            

            
         

         
         	ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)

         
         	
            A regional economic treaty was signed in Lagos (Treaty of Lagos), Nigeria, on 28 May
               1975, creating this organization of all 15 West African states. It was the first African
               international economic organization to bring together English-, French-, and Portuguese-speaking
               states. The call for the creation of a West African community came from President
               Tubman of Liberia in 1964. Then, in April 1972, General Yakubu Gowon of Nigeria and General Etienne
               Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo relaunched the idea; they had proposals drawn up, and they
               toured 12 countries soliciting reactions from July to August 1973. After this series
               of consultations, ECOWAS was finally launched in May 1975.
            

            
             The purpose of ECOWAS was to promote an active policy of economic cooperation at
               the regional level and create an organized and enlarged market for trade and development.
               Specifically, the goal was to eliminate customs duties among member states, abolish
               trade restrictions, establish a common external tariff, eliminate restrictions on
               the movement of factors of production, and harmonize development policies in agriculture, transport, communications, trade, energy, industry, and financial and monetary policy.
               In short, the founders sought to create an economic union by eliminating tariff and
               non-tariff barriers, imposing a common external tariff by 1991, and allowing for a
               free flow of labor and capital. According to the treaty, between 1976 and 1978 no
               increase in import duties could be imposed; between 1978 and 1986 there was to be
               a gradual elimination of duties among members. A common external tariff was to be
               established by 1991, leading to the creation of a common market.
            

            
             Headquartered in Abuja (previously in Lagos), ECOWAS is governed by the annual meeting
               of heads of state and government. A Council of Ministers and a tribunal have also
               been created. Provision had been made to compensate member states for losses incurred
               because of treaty implementation. As of 1984, application of the provisions was very
               uneven. Nigeria and Côte d’Ivoire together accounted for 84 percent of the foreign
               trade of member countries in 1980. A major political obstacle for ECOWAS was the fear
               in other capitals (including Abidjan and Paris) that the union would be dominated
               by Nigeria.
            

            
             Being in a rough neighborhood with very bloody conflicts and wars in Liberia and
               Sierra Leone, ECOWAS has had to add security to its agenda of issues to address. And
               so in 1978, the member states signed a protocol of non-aggression, followed in 1981
               by a protocol of defense assistance. In 1990, the security arrangement found concrete
               expression in the ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) for Liberia and Sierra Leone. It
               was also used to confront the crisis in Guinea-Bissau. Back then, Côte d’Ivoire’s
               relations with ECOWAS were quite strained because of Côte d’Ivoire’s support for Charles
               Taylor’s National Patriotic Front of Liberia and the latter’s confrontation with ECOMOG.
               Indeed, in 1993, Abidjan accused ECOMOG of dropping bombs inside Ivoirian territory,
               not once but twice. All the same, ECOWAS had to deploy peacekeeping forces to Côte
               d’Ivoire in 2002–3 to prevent the civil war from escalating any further.
            

            
             ECOWAS member states like Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo, and Burkina Faso all made concerted efforts to find a diplomatic
               solution to the Ivoirian crisis, both before the Linas-Marcoussis meeting in January
               2003 and afterward. Cases in point include the Accra summits following the Linas-Marcoussis
               to resolve questions of distribution of offices in the government of national reconciliation
               in 2003 and Burkina Faso’s role in brokering the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) between the rebels and Laurent Gbagbo in 2006 that put a definitive end to the civil war until 2010–11 when the second
               civil war erupted. Even here, ECOWAS was seized, its leaders holding intense meetings
               and sending emissaries to Laurent Gbagbo to try to get him to initiate a peaceful
               transfer of power to Alassane Ouattara whom ECOWAS, the African Union (AU), and the international community generally had endorsed as the legitimate winner
               of the 2010 presidential election. On a parallel track, defense ministers and army
               chiefs of staff of ECOWAS member states held meetings to make contingency plans to
               intervene militarily in Côte d’Ivoire if Laurent Gbagbo refused to step down. However,
               before they had to make that difficult and fateful decision, the situation was resolved
               for them on 11 April 2011.
            

            
             Overall, there has been very slow progress toward economic and monetary union of
               the entire West African sub-region. The Treaty of Lagos was revised in Cotonou on
               24 July 1993 to provide renewed impetus to greater economic integration. The regional
               organization has also shown renewed commitment to democratic governance and opposition
               to military coups and other unconstitutional changes of government. Guinea and Niger were both suspended
               after their 2008 and 2009 coups respectively. Mali, Côte d’Ivoire, and Togo have faced
               similar sanctions after their own attempts at real and “constitutional” coups.
            

            
         

         
         	ECONOMY

         
         	
            The Ivoirian economy grew an average of 7.5 percent per year in the first 20 years
               of independence, to place the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate among
               the top 15 in the world. The total value of the country’s gross national product (GNP)
               had reached $7.1 billion by 1983, dropping to $6.5 billion in 1984. Corresponding
               per capita figures were $798 in 1983 and $671 in 1984. These figures are evidence
               of a severe economic slowdown. However, in 1985, the GDP per capita in Côte d’Ivoire
               was still the second highest in Africa, exceeded only by that of South Africa.
            

            
             This growth was based on rapid expansion in the agricultural sector, especially in coffee and cocoa, from which surpluses for investment were generated, and on the pragmatic combination
               of domestic and private economic factors. Although often hailed as an “economic miracle,”
               Ivoirian economic development has been an object of contention among students of development
               from various ideological backgrounds. Samir Amin characterized the Ivoirian process
               as “growth without development.”
            

            
             Agriculture continues to play a dominant role in the economy, contributing one-third
               of GDP and 50 percent of exports. It continues to employ about 70 percent of the labor
               force. Food and cash crops each contribute about half of total agricultural output.
               Since the 1960s, the government has supported the development of cash crops with extension
               services and market regulation. In the 1970s, the government began giving greater
               priority to food crops. As the world’s leading producer and exporter of cocoa and
               a significant producer and exporter of coffee and palm oil, the economy was highly sensitive to the fluctuations in international prices for
               these products, and to a lesser extent climatic conditions, although climate change
               is becoming increasingly more salient. Côte d’Ivoire’s agricultural base has been
               considerably broadened through successful diversification to include bananas, coconuts, cotton, kola, palm oil, pineapples, rubber, cashews, and tropical fruits.
            

            
             By 1981, the index of Ivoirian agricultural production was the highest in Africa.
               However, world prices for coffee and cocoa had begun to fall a few years earlier,
               and earnings dropped rapidly. During the period from 1980 to 1991, Ivoirian GNP per
               capita is estimated to have contracted by 3.4 percent, with a small upturn in 1992
               and 1993. Forest products have been an important component of the export basket of Côte d’Ivoire for
               quite some time. Indeed, Côte d’Ivoire is the most important exporter of forest products
               in Africa. In 2003, Côte d’Ivoire exported $269 million worth of forest products,
               making it the third most valued source of foreign revenue. Wood species include framire,
               frake, teak, samba, cedar, pine, bête, gmelina, and mangon. Côte d’Ivoire’s position
               as an African leader in the export of forest products is threatened by deforestation,
               the highest rate in the world. The rate at which both deforestation and depletion
               of some species is occurring is alarming. Reforestation has not kept pace with the
               rate of depletion.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire’s marine resources are also important assets. The demand for marine
               products is increasing, and Abidjan has been one of the largest tuna-fishing ports in Africa since 1964. Each year, approximately
               100,000 tons of tuna are processed. In addition, commercial fishing for tuna and sardines
               accounts for much of the marine economy, and fish hatcheries have been established
               in Korhogo, Bamoro, and Bouaké.
            

            
             Although the government of Laurent Gbagbo turned its back on the second element of the open-door policy of welcoming unskilled
               migrant labor from neighboring countries, it remains open to foreign direct investment
               (FDI). These two elements of the open-door policy provided a great deal of the impetus
               for the “Ivoirian miracle.” FDI still plays an important role in the country’s economy.
               It accounts for between 40 and 50 percent of total capital in Ivoirian firms. France remains the most important foreign investor, accounting for about one-quarter of the
               total capital in Ivoirian enterprises and between 55 and 60 percent of the total stock
               of foreign investment capital. Stock market capitalization of listed companies in
               Côte d’Ivoire was valued at $2,327 million in 2005.
            

            
             The civil war of 2002 and the decade of politico-military turmoil that followed, culminating in
               the post-election crisis and a slide back into a second civil war, did tremendous
               damage to all sectors, from large industry in Abidjan to small artisan work. Fighting
               prevented raw materials from the north of the country from making their way to businesses
               and ports in the south. Farms were neglected. Regional integration was negatively
               impacted. Regional traffic through the ports of Abidjan and San Pédro was rerouted
               elsewhere, tourism diminished, FDI dropped off, and so forth. Unemployment may have
               climbed to as high as 40 to 50 percent as a result of the civil war.
            

            
             For all the above reasons, the pace of economic recovery has been nothing short of
               miraculous. GDP growth hit an all-time low in 2011, mainly due to the 2011 post-election
               violence when Gbagbo refused to concede defeat and had to be forced out. However,
               the economy bounced back more robustly than expected in 2012, with a 9.8 percent GDP
               growth rate. GDP in 2013 was at 8.8 percent and was projected at 9.1 percent in 2014,
               fueled in part by oil and gas production, an expected rise in private investments,
               debt cancellations, and major public works. A $50 million World Bank Infrastructure
               Project aimed to increase access to and improve quality of urban infrastructure facilities
               and services in Abidjan, Bouaké, and other selected cities was approved in 2010. An
               Emergency Infrastructure Renewal Project was approved in June 2012 to improve access
               to basic infrastructure in targeted urban and rural areas: Abidjan, Yamoussoukro, Bouaké, Abengourou, and Soubré. The total cost of this project is $200 million, with $100 million already committed.
            

            
             Finally, the business climate has improved with various reforms, but the private
               sector needs more energetic and inventive financial institutions. Banks have excess
               liquidity and could help with more lending. The capacities of small and medium-size
               enterprises need to be strengthened, especially in agro-industry, to take better advantage
               of global and regional value chains. It has been suggested that the government needs
               to tackle the structural challenges that still prevent growth from being more inclusive
               and longer lasting.
            

            
         

         
         	EDUCATION

         
         	
            Colonial policy was to give part of the population a summary education (a knowledge
               of French and arithmetic) and to train a support staff for administrative services.
               Governor General Amédée William Merlaud-Ponty in 1911 established a uniform hierarchy
               of schools for West Africa: primary-elementary, vocational, and higher primary. Village
               schools were staffed by African monitors. Administrators enrolled the children of
               chiefs and influential families, and the teacher then filled in with other children
               judged to be talented. The six-year program ended in a certificat d’études primaires elémentaires (CEPE) examination. Less than 10 percent of these went on to a higher level, but
               most CEPEs left the village for the city. There were also regional schools in the
               chefs-lieux of most cercles, for a total of 21 in 1936. Urban schools were only for Europeans at first, with
               a level equivalent to schools in France, although a few Ivoirians with French citizenship
               attended. In the 1930s, with no funds allocated for school construction, groups in
               Agboville, Dimbokro, Grand Lahou, and Aboisso put up private subscriptions to build about 15 schools.
            

            
             The école primaire supérieure was at Bingerville, from which a few of the best students went on to the École Normale William Ponty in Senegal. The other Bingerville graduates became teachers or village monitors.
               In 1945, there were only four university graduates in Côte d’Ivoire, three or four
               students in French universities, and between 200 and 300 graduates of the École Ponty.
               In 1922, only 1 out of 100 children of school age attended school; by 1948, the ratio
               had improved to 1 in 20. The scholarization rate increased dramatically in the 1950s,
               from 5 percent to over 20 percent. Secondary schools were first created in this period,
               and scholarships were granted for secondary and post-secondary study in France. There
               were an estimated 1,000 Ivoirian students in France and another 200 at the University of Dakar.
            

            
             Education has been a high-priority policy area of the government since independence,
               and in the last 20 years it has primarily been directed to providing skilled manpower.
               The country witnessed a phenomenal expansion in educational services. Primary education
               is both free and compulsory for six years. Secondary schooling is provided in two
               cycles of three years and two years, respectively. Enrollment of school-age children
               rose to 49 percent in 1969–70, and to 58 percent in 1978–79. However, in the mid-1960s,
               the political leadership became aware of serious breakdowns in the educational system,
               symbolized by high dropout and repeat rates, and by the inefficient allocation of
               resources. As a result, President Félix Houphouët-Boigny initiated major policy reforms in 1967. The need for reform was underscored the next
               year when, out of 1,000 Ivoirian students who took the baccalauréat examination, only 147 passed, of whom 50 were French citizens. A Commission Nationale
               de Réforme de l’Enseignement (CNRE) was created in 1972. Over the next 10 years, public
               policy was focused on the introduction of educational television as a technical fix, but that approach was abandoned in 1982.
            

            
             The demand for education is quite high in Côte d’Ivoire largely because education
               is viewed as the ticket to upward social mobility. To some extent, the government
               has been playing catch-up to the growing demand. For the period 1990–2011, primary
               school enrollment was 67.3 percent in 1990, 74.3 percent in 2000, and 88.0 percent
               in 2011, a 30.7 percent change from 1990 to 2011. In 2011, female enrollment was 80.0
               percent, while male enrollment was 95.9 percent. The ratio of pupils per teacher in
               primary schools was 36.3 in 1990, 45.0 in 2000, and 48.8 in 2011, an increase in student-teacher
               ratio of 34.6 percent. No comparable data for secondary schools exist.
            

            
             In the meantime, there is clearly a need to construct more schools in order to satisfy
               the insatiable public appetite for education as well as to address the equity issue
               between rural and urban schools. The current situation, which is particularly acute
               in many rural areas, is that some children have to walk an average of 10 km to school.
               In these circumstances, it is not surprising that the share of children that completed
               primary school in 1990 was 32.0 percent, 27.8 percent in 2000, 30.9 percent in 2005,
               and 45.8 percent in 2011. In 2011, only 44.9 percent of females were expected to complete
               primary school compared to 46.6 percent of males. Secondary school enrollment in 2000
               was only 23.6 percent. Enrollment in tertiary education was 0.3 percent in 2000; it
               improved to 2.1 percent in 2005 and 4.9 percent in 2011. In 2011, 3.9 percent of females
               were enrolled in tertiary education compared to 5.9 percent for their male counterparts.
            

            
             Having said all the above, it is important to recognize that the Ivoirian government
               spends a sizeable share of its budget on education. For the period 2000–11, public
               expenditure on education as share of total government expenditure was 20.8 percent
               in 2000 and 21.8 percent in 2011. Public expenditure on education as share of GDP
               was 3.8 percent in 2000 and 4.3 percent in 2005. Meanwhile, foreign aid to education
               was $91 million for the 2002/2003 annual average and $72 million in 2010, a decline
               of 21 percent. Private individuals and church denominations have pitched in to provide
               education to supplement government efforts. For instance, the share of pupils and
               students enrolled in private education rose from 11.6 percent in 2000 to 14.2 percent
               in 2011.
            

            
             From the economic crisis of the 1980s through the rebellion and civil war that began in 2002 right down to the post-election crisis of 2010–11, education has
               been severely disrupted in the country at all levels, from primary to university,
               particularly in the north where the war drove teachers and administrators to flee.
               Some of the turmoil in the education sector has been self-inflicted by students and
               teaching staffs themselves. Other difficulties have been caused by the inability of
               the government to meet an increasingly heavy education budget to cover expenditures
               required to keep pace with the demand for facilities and teaching materials and for
               hiring sufficient staff to deliver instruction. The inevitable result is that too
               many students spend too much time in getting their diplomas, repeat classes, or simply
               drop out of school.
            

            
         

         
         	EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION (ETV)

         
         	
            From the late 1960s through the 1970s, Côte d’Ivoire was involved in an experiment
               to enhance the country’s provision of public education through the use of a centrally produced television curriculum. In 1968, the government
               issued a series of pronouncements on the potential of television in mass education.
               A secretariat of state for educational television was formed in 1971, and in September
               of that year the first tele-lessons were broadcast. Adult education programming was
               added in 1973. A ground station was added in 1976 to receive educational programming
               from a Franco-German satellite, and in the same year the Secretariat for Primary Instruction
               and Educational Television was upgraded to a ministry. However, by the late 1970s,
               important interests had surfaced in opposition to the program, and they were allowed
               open expression in Fraternité Matin in 1980. In 1981, the Ministry of Education announced a reduction in the role of
               television in the curriculum, and the next year was the last in which television was
               used in the primary schools. The ETV program promoted the infusion of resources into
               the country’s educational system, but the technology itself did not live up to the
               ambitious expectations outlined for it, such as to stem the flow of rural–urban migration.
               Moreover, by the 1980s most of the foreign aid directed at ETV had dried up, and the
               Ivoirian government would have had to shoulder the entire cost at a time of severe
               budget constraints because of the ongoing “conjoncture.”
            

            
         

         
         	EHIVET, SIMONE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	EHOTILÉ (EOTILE, BYETRI, BETIBE, MEKYIBO)

         
         	
            A Lagoon Cluster people living just south of the Anyi of Sanwi, along the Aby Lagoon. In the 1980s, the Ehotilé numbered between 3,000 and 5,000 and were squeezed into
               about six villages around Adiaké and two around Grand Bassam, Vitré I and Vitré II. Apart from Adiaké itself, two of the better known of the villages
               are Akounoungbé and Etuéboué. The Ehotilé consider themselves the true indigenous
               population of the present Anyi-Sanwi region. They had been subservient to the Sanwi
               kingdom for many years. However, they took advantage of government repression of Sanwi
               separatist moves in the early 1960s to attempt a conscious revival of their culture,
               including their language Betibé, which is in danger of becoming extinct because the vast majority of Ehotilé
               prefer to speak Anyi.
            

            
             According to the Joshua Project, the population of Ehotilé is now 260. It is more
               than likely that the majority of Ehotilé are self-identifying as Anyi or some other
               Akan group. The majority of Ehotilé are subsistence farmers, producing cassava, corn, plantains, and eggplants. However, some have gone into commercial cash crop production of pineapples and palm oil. Farming is generally constrained by the fact that the lagoon complex has shrunk
               the size of the land surface by more than 25 percent. The other important economic
               activity, particularly for those along the lagoon, is fishing. A government decree
               established the Parc National de Iles Ehotilé on 25 April 1974.
            

            
             Although most of the villages have daily markets, the Wednesday market at Adiaké
               is the magnet that draws all of the Ehotilé and other inhabitants of the area.
            

            
         

         
         	EHUI, BERNARD KOUTOUA (1946–)

         
         	
            An Ehotilé/Anyi born in Etuéboué, Bernard Ehui was very active in student politics. He was a founding
               member, then cultural delegate, and vice president in charge of external relations
               of the Mouvement des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (MEECI). He was also a successful student-athlete who won the gold medal in javelin
               at the university games in Lagos, Nigeria, in 1971. He earned bachelor’s and master’s
               degrees in the teaching of philosophy from the University of Abidjan-Cocody and the Université de Paris IV respectively. An educator, he taught philosophy at
               the Lycée de Jeunes Filles de Bingerville and the Lycée Classique d’Abidjan from 1977 to 1978; he was also in charge of staff
               training at the state-owned sugar development company (SODESUCRE) from 1978 to 1980.
            

            
             Ehui Bernard was elected deputy of Adiaké (1985–90 and 1995–99) on the ticket of
               the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). He served the PDCI and the government in many different high-level capacities.
               He was secretary of state in the Ministry of Plan and Industry (1981–83), then entered
               the government as minister of the newly created Ministry of Industry (1983–88), and
               then as minister of youth and sports (1988–89). From 1980 to 1990, he was a member
               of the Political Bureau and Executive Committee of the PDCI. He was also a founding
               member and first secretary general of the Ivoirian branch of Amnesty International
               (AI).
            

            
             After staying in the wilderness for more than a decade following the December 1999
               coup, President Ouattara appointed him Côte d’Ivoire’s ambassador to Ghana and Togo in 2011.
            

            
         

         
         	EHUI, FREDERIC DESIRE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	EKRA, VANGAH MATHIEU (1917–2015)

         
         	
            One of Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s closest lieutenants, an activist for the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA), and former minister of state charged with the reform of state enterprises.
               Ekra was of Dan origin, his father a planter. He attended the École Normale William Ponty, then trained as an administrator and served in various posts in French West Africa,
               including in Kankan, Guinea. There, in 1946, he set up a branch of the RDA and was
               elected its secretary general. He was an early (1947) member of the Groupe d’Études Communistes. The next year, he was admitted into the Executive Committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in Abidjan.
            

            
             In 1949, he was placed under preventive detention for three years by the colonial
               authorities for his political activities on behalf of the RDA in Abidjan. Upon his
               release, Ekra was made chief accountant at the Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (IFAN).
               In 1956, he attended the École Nationale d’Outre-Mer in Paris and was attached to
               the cabinet of the French Overseas Ministry, and then to the French High Commissioner
               in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Ekra was appointed to the Abidjan municipal council in 1956 and became a member of
               the Assemblée Nationale in 1959. At the same time, he was named the Political Bureau’s secretary for mass
               education. He shares the credit for composing the national anthem of Côte d’Ivoire,
               the “Abidjanaise,” in 1960 with Joachim Bony and Pierre-Marie Coty. In 1960, he led
               the Ivoirian delegation to the United Nations. From 1961 to 1963, he was minister of public service and information, and from 1965
               to 1970, minister of information. In 1970, Ekra was made a minister of state, then
               minister of state for tourism in 1971; from 1974 to 1977, he was minister of state
               for the interior. He was also a member of the Political Bureau of the PDCI from 1975.
            

            
             Mathieu Ekra was given the task of reforming the state sector of the economy (as minister of state charged with the reform of state corporations) in 1977. Against
               the enormous political influence of the heads of the parastatals, he succeeded in
               eliminating a large number of them and in bringing others under the direct budgetary
               control of the state. In 1981 his title was again changed to simply minister of state.
               In the 1980s, Ekra was considered one of the stronger candidates to succeed Houphouët-Boigny.
               After the coup, he became one of the principal drafters of the constitution of the second republic.
            

            
             It is also worth noting that Mathieu Ekra was a man of faith. He was a very staunch
               member of the United Methodist Church of Côte d’Ivoire for nearly nine decades. For
               more than a decade (2000–2011), Mathieu Ekra served his country one more time as mediator
               of the republic until President Alassane Ouattara replaced him with the former minister of economy and finance, N’Golo Coulibaly, while
               elevating Ekra to the position of honorary mediator. Ekra passed away on 22 February
               2015 at age 98.
            

            
         

         
         	ELECTIONS

         
         	
            The 1956 French election was the last fully competitive electoral contest in Côte
               d’Ivoire until the multi-party contests of 1990. Territorial Assembly elections in
               1957 and 1959 were partially competitive, but a unified national slate under the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) was the only entry in the 1959 election, and in all elections held every five
               years from 1960 until 1980, when a semi-competitive election within the single party
               provided a mechanism for deciding among the growing number of contenders for political
               power. Although limited, this kind of competition within the single-party system did
               produce significant turnover, as it had done in Kenya and Tanzania where it had been
               pioneered under the single-party Kenya African National Union (KANU) and Chama Cha
               Mapinduzi (CCM) respectively. In the case of Côte d’Ivoire, it brought a large number
               of younger aspiring politicians into the political system.
            

            
             For instance, in the November 1980 parliamentary elections, a total of 649 candidates
               were allowed to vie for the 147 seats. The election produced 121 new deputies. Of
               the 80 incumbents who sought reelection, 54 were defeated, including several prominent
               party and government officials. As in Kenya and Tanzania at the time, the presidential
               slot was not open to competition. And so President Félix Houphouët-Boigny was reelected for the fifth consecutive time with 100 percent of the votes. The year
               also marked the first time the presidential and parliamentary elections were not held
               together. The election to the Assemblée Nationale was preceded by the presidential election which occurred on 12 October 1980. This
               bifurcation of the presidential and parliamentary elections would henceforth become
               the new norm, with the presidential poll leading the election calendar, followed by
               parliamentary or Assemblée Nationale elections and then municipal elections. Interestingly,
               the voter turnout for the parliamentary election plummeted to 42.6 percent, and the
               trend in lower voter turnout would continue and even get worse in subsequent elections.
            

            
             A presidential election was held on 27 October 1985, with the Vieux reelected to
               his sixth term at age 80 with 100 percent of the votes. The parliamentary election
               that was held on 10 November 1985 repeated the remarkable turnover experienced in
               1980, with only 64 of the 147 incumbents being returned. It was also marked by a low
               turnout of 45.7 percent. The size of the Assemblée Nationale was increased to 175
               deputies. After the election, Henri Konan Bédié was reelected president of the Assemblée Nationale.
            

            
             As elsewhere in Africa, 1990 was a watershed year in Ivoirian politics. It was the
               year the PDCI was compelled by widespread and sustained political protest by students,
               teachers, doctors, and other opposition activists to agree to the implementation of
               Article 7 of the constitution, which specifically prescribed a pluralistic system
               of competing political parties. The ongoing political protests and the general civil unrest that had been triggered
               by the conjoncture the country was experiencing forced the authorities to legalize political parties
               on 30 April 1990. There was an immediate flowering of associational life, including
               the emergence of a large number of political parties.
            

            
             The elections of 1990 represented the first instance of real multi-party competition.
               However, the presidential election that was held on 28 October 1990 actually only
               involved the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) taking on incumbent President Houphouët-Boigny, who was seeking his seventh
               term of office at age 85. As expected, Houphouët-Boigny won rather easily, capturing
               81.7 percent of the vote compared to Laurent Gbagbo’s respectable 18.3 percent. It is worth noting that, for the first time in the country’s
               electoral history with Houphouët-Boigny running, the voter turnout dropped dramatically
               to a worrisome 69.2 percent, a harbinger of turnouts to come. With regard to the parliamentary
               election of that year, which was held on 25 November, 17 political parties competed.
               The PDCI won the multi-party election, capturing 71.68 percent of the votes and 163
               of the 175 seats. The number of seats did not change from the previous election. The
               12 remaining seats were divided between the FPI with 9 seats, the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT) with 1 seat, and 2 seats going to independent candidates. While these were
               relatively free elections, they were far from fair because of the short time allowed
               for organizing to campaign by the opposition and because of abuse of the incumbency
               by the ruling PDCI, which had a virtual monopoly control of the state media and unfettered
               access to state resources. In that sense, Côte d’Ivoire’s democratic transition was
               seriously flawed. Indeed, the ruling party ensured that Côte d’Ivoire’s transition
               to democracy would not come via the francophone national conference model.
            

            
             The second transition election that took place in 1995 marked the first time Ivoirians
               were going to the polls since the passing of the political colossus Houphouët-Boigny
               from the political scene. It took place against the backdrop of the official adoption
               of ivoirité on 25 August 1995 and a crackdown on dissent. The opposition was in an uproar; there
               were protest demonstrations. The Bédié government imposed a three-month ban on protests.
               More formidable opponents such as Alassane Ouattara and Djéni Kobina were disqualified for the presidential and legislative elections respectively. There
               were serious clashes between the opposition supporters and government forces, with
               fatalities reported and activists arrested on 21 October, a day before the actual
               voting. Thus, the first elections of the post-Houphouët-Boigny era were marred by
               significant pre-election violence and were held under a virtual state of emergency.
               The opposition called for a general boycott of the polls. In the end, only Francis Wodié and his PIT participated in the presidential election, with President Henri Konan
               Bédié winning 96.16 percent of the votes. Having secured his reelection, Konan Bédié
               made sufficient concessions to entice all parties into the parliamentary elections
               held on 26 November. After elections that were annulled in three constituencies were
               rerun on 29 December, the PDCI retained an overwhelming majority of 148 of the 175
               seats. The Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) of Alassane Ouattara became the leading opposition party, with 14 seats. The
               FPI was close behind, with 12 seats, including the one won by Laurent Gbagbo. At age
               70, Charles Donwahi was reelected president of the Assemblée Nationale. He had taken over when Konan
               Bédié became president in January 1994.
            

            
             The 2000 elections came on the heels of the first successful coup d’état in the country.
               It was preceded by a foreign travel ban and a referendum on a new constitution on 23 July, which required candidates to provide proof that both father “and” mother
               were Ivoirian by birth; an attack on General Robert Guéï’s Abidjan residence on 18 September; and a bomb blast killing four people at a bus
               station, leading to a state of emergency being declared on 4 October. On 6 October,
               all but 5 of the 18 presidential hopefuls, including Konan Bédié and Alassane Ouattara,
               were disqualified. The 19th and only female candidate, Madame Assana Sangaré, withdrew
               her candidacy. Both Bédié and Ouattara called for a peaceful boycott of the elections.
               On 18 October, the Conseil National Islamique (CNI) denounced the “systematic rejection
               of all Muslim candidates” and called on Muslims to stay home on polling day and spend
               the time in prayer, fasting, and reflection. The voting on 22 October was relatively
               peaceful, but the turnout was a dismal 37.4 percent. With General Guéï apparently
               trailing badly in early results, the vote count was abruptly suspended. On 24 October,
               General Guéï appeared on national television to proclaim himself winner. He imposed
               a state of emergency and a curfew. A popular uprising by Ivoirians against what amounted
               to an electoral coup forced him to flee by helicopter to his regional base in the
               west. Laurent Gbagbo was sworn in on 26 October to the general satisfaction of his
               party supporters.
            

            
             At the opposite end, RDR supporters demanded fresh, more inclusive elections. They
               clashed with FPI supporters, gendarmes, and police who had switched sides. Dozens
               of people were killed. Secretary General Kofi Annan also called for new elections
               to prevent continued violence and bloodshed. None of these calls were heeded. On 27
               October, Gbagbo appointed Pascal Affi N’Guessan prime minister. In an attempt to mollify the opposition, Affi N’Guessan’s cabinet
               included three PDCI and two PIT members. The unveiling of the government of national
               unity coincided with the gruesome discovery of the bodies of 57 young men believed
               to be supporters of Ouattara on the outskirts of Yopougon, with the nearby gendarmes implicated in their murder. On 1 December, the Supreme
               Court poured fuel on this tinderbox by, again, declaring Alassane Ouattara ineligible
               to vie for a seat in the Assemblée Nationale. For two days in a row (4–5 December),
               the police battled opposition (RDR) supporters, leaving at least 10 people dead. Gbagbo
               declared a state of emergency and imposed a curfew. Both the OAU and the UN withdrew
               their election observers, but the elections went on as scheduled on 10 December 2000.
               At 31.5 percent, voter turnout was even lower than for the presidential election.
               Balloting had to be postponed until 14 January 2001 for 26 of 28 seats in northern
               constituencies because of election-related unrest and the RDR boycott. In the end,
               the FPI held on to a slim majority of the 225 seats. It controlled 96 seats to the
               PDCI’s 94. The RDR had 5 seats and the PIT had 4. Independents controlled 22 seats.
            

            
             The so-called big four (Konan Bédié, Laurent Gbagbo, Alassane Ouattara, and Robert
               Guéï) opened a dialogue in 2001 to try to find a solution to the political crisis
               of the country. However, before the process of national reconciliation could be completed,
               an attempted coup on 19 September 2002 failed to topple Gbagbo from power. Instead,
               it led to the splitting of the country in two, with a government-controlled south
               and a rebel-held north. Efforts by government forces to reclaim the north by force
               led to a civil war from 2002 to 2006. As a result, elections had to be postponed several times until
               2010. In preparation for the 2010 presidential elections, a new voter register had
               to be compiled. The registration exercise gave rise to serious new contestation, with
               Gbagbo accusing the president of the independent electoral commission, Robert Beugré Mambé, of engaging in voter registration fraud, for which reason he dissolved both the
               government of Guillaume Soro and the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI) on 12 February 2010. Over the next
               five days, the country experienced a series of rolling anti-Gbagbo protest demonstrations
               over his decision. With the help of President Blaise Compaoré, the parties were able to overcome this latest obstacle. A new register was eventually
               compiled and accepted. A presidential decree signed on 9 September validated the voter
               register and removed the final political obstacle to the elections.
            

            
             On 31 October 2010, the first round of presidential elections occurred without major
               incident. Voter turnout was an impressive 83.7 percent. There were 14 candidates in
               the race, including the first female candidate in an Ivoirian presidential election.
               The first round did not produce an outright winner. Of the three leading candidates,
               Laurent Gbagbo received 38.04 percent, Alassane Ouattara 32.07 percent, and Henri
               Konan Bédié 25.24 percent of the votes. As a result, Gbagbo and Ouattara were scheduled
               to face off in a runoff election on 28 November 2010. There were a number of interesting
               developments. Bédié urged his supporters to vote for Ouattara, as did Francis Wodié.
               Then on 25 November, the first televised presidential debate in Ivoirian history was
               held in an atmosphere of civility and seriousness that reassured the nation. However,
               on 27 November, President Gbagbo imposed a controversial nationwide curfew from 10
               p.m. to 6 a.m. from 27 November until 1 December. It was unclear why this was necessary.
            

            
             The voter turnout for the second round of the presidential election on 28 November
               was a solid 81.1 percent. It was clear Ivoirians voted for peace. The outgoing rulers
               had other ideas. On 30 November, an internationally televised attempt to announce
               the provisional results of the vote was disrupted by two commission members allied
               with Gbagbo. They grabbed the tally sheet from Bamba Yacouba, the CEI’s spokesperson,
               and tore them up. On 2 December, the CEI president Youssouf Bakayoko was prevented from entering his office. As a result, he went to the UN-protected
               Golf Hotel to announce the results, which showed that Ouattara had won 54.10 percent
               of the votes to Gbagbo’s 45.90 percent. Gbagbo ordered all borders closed and pulled
               the plug on international radio and television broadcasts. In the evening, Paul Yao N’Dré, Gbagbo’s ally and president of the Constitutional Council, invalidated 570,000 votes
               cast for Ouattara in seven northern regional strongholds because of what he termed
               “flagrant irregularities,” thus declaring Gbagbo the winner with 51.45 percent of
               the vote. On 4 December, Yao N’Dré swore in his friend at the presidential palace
               to the dismay of ECOWAS, the AU, and the international community. In turn, Ouattara
               was sworn in as president at the Golf Hotel. Ouattara appointed Guillaume Soro as his prime minister. On 5 December, Gbagbo also appointed Gilbert Marie Ake N’gbo
               as his new prime minister.
            

            
             The 2010 presidential election was expected to provide an exit from nearly a decade
               of political-military crisis. Instead, it produced a dueling executive whose contestation
               was eventually settled on the battlefield on 11 April 2011. Election to the Assemblée
               Nationale had to be postponed until 11 December 2011. When it occurred, it did so
               without the participation of the FPI. The party boycotted the election because many
               of its leaders including Laurent and Simone Gbagbo were in custody. The voter turnout
               of 36.6 percent fit the post-1990 pattern of parliamentary elections. The number of
               seats had been raised to 155. The RDR won the most seats (122), with its main ally
               the PDCI retaining 76 seats. Thirty-one independents also won seats. The remaining
               seats were shared by a bunch of smaller parties.
            

            
         

         
         	ELECTRICITY
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         	ELEPHANT (LOXODONTA AFRICANA)
         

         
         	
            The source of the country’s name, and a widely used symbol, the elephant adorns the
               country’s coat of arms and is often featured on stamps and posters; the national soccer
               team is, fittingly, called the “Eléphants.” In the Ivoirian popular imagination, the
               elephant represents great strength and endurance; these are traits that are much admired
               in popular culture. Ex-president Henri Konan Bédié sought to capitalize on this symbolism during his reign by promising to transform
               Côte d’Ivoire into the “elephant of Africa.” Previously abundant throughout the region,
               the forest elephant, the species that is found in Côte d’Ivoire, was intensely hunted
               to near extinction; there are now only a limited number in the savanna-zone reserves
               of Bouna and Marahoué National Park and in the densest forests of the south—perhaps a few
               hundred elephants in all.
            

            
             In addition to poaching, the destruction of the forest habitat has put the Ivoirian
               elephant in danger. It is estimated that by the early 1990s, the total Ivoirian population
               of forest elephants had declined to less than 400. There are no known elephants outside
               protected areas. The ones in the protected areas are estimated as follows—Comoé National Park: 10–20 elephants (2002); Marahoué National Park: 160 elephants (2002); Taï National Park: 100 elephants (1989); Azagny National Park: 65 elephants (2003); Haut
               Bandama Game Reserve: 20 elephants; Bossématié and other classified forests: under
               60 elephants; and Haut Sassandra Forest Reserve: 30 elephants. The habitat was further degraded by the decade-long
               politico-military crisis that began in 2002 with the attempted military coup and the subsequent civil war that partitioned the country into two and allowed illegal logging and poaching to
               flourish.
            

            
             Another problem that has recently reared its head is the encroachment on villages
               by the elephants as their habitats are destroyed, thus pitting elephants against people.
               In January 2014, a dozen elephants wandered into Toroguhe, a village of 250 people
               near Daloa. The residents of Toroguhe and three other nearby villages threatened to kill the
               elephants because they were destroying their cash crops (cocoa and coffee) as well as their food crops (bananas, cassava, and yams). With financial assistance and the loan of a veterinarian from the International
               Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), the government launched a risky but necessary $750,000
               project to relocate the elephants. Some villagers are pleased that the project is
               safeguarding their farms while preserving the elephants. As one of them is reported
               to have remarked, “The elephants are the soul of Côte d’Ivoire. We can’t support Didier Drogba and the Eléphants, our national football team, and then kill the elephants.”
            

            
         

         
         	ENABLING ACT

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ENERGY

         
         	
            Dependence on foreign fuels decreased in the 1960s and 1970s because of hydroelectric
               development and, in the 1980s, the expansion of domestic petroleum production. Côte
               d’Ivoire is not energy self-sufficient, but fuel oil consumption to generate electricity
               declined 57.7 percent between 1979 and 1983. Electric power is provided in Côte d’Ivoire
               by Enérgie Electrique de la Côte d’Ivoire (EECI), a formerly state-owned utility organized
               in 1952 that was privatized in the early 1990s. Its capacity steadily increased with
               the opening of plants at Ayame I (1959), Ayame II (1965), Vridi I (1968), Vridi II
               (1972), Kossou (1972), and Vridi III and IV (1976); the Taabo Dam was completed in
               1979, bringing capacity to 510 megawatts, and the Buyo Dam on the Sassandra added another 165 megawatts.
            

            
             A severe drought in 1983 effectively reduced output from this largely hydroelectric
               base to the point that there were serious power outages. The long-delayed plan to
               open another power plant on the Naoua Falls at Soubré is now back on track. The Soubré hydroelectric plant is part of Côte d’Ivoire’s ambitious
               plan to increase its power capacity by 150 megawatts per year up through 2021. Prime
               Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan and the Chinese ambassador to Côte d’Ivoire signed a loan agreement on 9 January
               2013 for China to construct the Soubré Dam. The project is funded 85 percent by China’s
               Export-Import Bank to the tune of $556 million, with the remaining 15 percent provided
               by Côte d’Ivoire. When completed within the anticipated five years, Soubré would have
               a generating capacity of 274 megawatts. That will make it the country’s biggest electricity-generating
               source. It would also make Côte d’Ivoire energy self-sufficient.
            

            
             Current electricity production is estimated at 5.275 billion kWh, with consumption
               around 3.231 billion kWh. Côte d’Ivoire exports 772 million kWh a year to neighboring
               countries. The country has recoverable offshore oil reserves of 100 million barrels,
               along with 31.1165 billion cubic meters of recoverable natural gas reserves. The gas
               reserves were discovered in the 1980s and have begun to be developed and utilized.
               The main gas fields are Panthere, Kudu, Eland, Ibex, Gazelle, and Foxtrot. Côte d’Ivoire
               is poised to become a regional gas exporter. But for now, the country produces 1.3
               billion cubic meters, just enough for its own consumption. The main oil-producing
               fields are Lion and Panthere (condensates). The state-owned oil company, Petroci,
               was established in 1975 and restructured in 1998 into essentially four new entities:
               Petroci Holding, a fully state-owned company that is responsible for the state’s portfolio
               management in the oil sector and the three subsidiaries, Petroci Exploration-Production
               which is responsible for the upstream hydrocarbon activities; Petroci-Gaz which is
               responsible for development of the gas sector; and Petroci Industries-Services which
               is responsible for all other related services. The government retains a majority 51
               percent interest in the three subsidiaries, leaving 49 percent interest for private
               sector investors.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire is known more for refining rather than for its oil production. The
               upstream oil industry remains a modest one although recent discoveries are, once again,
               raising hopes of graduating to the ranks of major oil producers in Africa. For now
               the country produces 60,100 barrels per day and consumes 25,000 barrels per day. It
               imports 80,960 barrels per day and exports 115,700 barrels per day. These imports
               and exports reflect the country’s important downstream activities. Côte d’Ivoire has
               a complex refinery at Abidjan with an adjacent bitumen plant. The refinery receives
               crude via pipeline from the Lion and Panthere fields. It also imports crude from Nigeria.
               In sum, Côte d’Ivoire is self-sufficient in producing refined petroleum products and
               is also a major supplier to the regional market. A major pipeline project from Côte
               d’Ivoire to Cameroon is in the works. The interest in both the Société Ivoirienne
               de Raffinage (SIR) and the adjacent bitumen plant are scheduled for privatization.
               See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	ENTENTE COUNCIL (CONSEIL DE L’ENTENTE)

         
         	
            Sponsored by Félix Houphouët-Boigny with the blessing of Paris, this international governmental organization was created
               in May 1959, consisting of Côte d’Ivoire, Dahomey (now Benin), Niger, and Upper Volta
               (now Burkina Faso). Togo was initially reluctant to join but finally did so in 1966. Following his
               defeat of the Mali Federation project, Houphouët-Boigny needed to create a new arrangement
               of francophone African states that would allow him to better control developments
               in his region and allow the member states to maintain close association with France. To inhibit movement toward the more federalist approach promoted by Léopold Sédar
               Senghor of Senegal, Houphouët-Boigny applied various pressures and offered a range
               of inducements to other francophone West African governments to entice them into what
               he called the Entente Council. The latter also sought to encourage regional trade
               and investment and to coordinate the regulations and streamline the different statutes
               of members in certain areas such as transportation and communications, finance, health,
               justice, labor, public service, and so on. Special commissions were set up in some
               of these critical areas.
            

            
             Impoverished and landlocked Niger’s Hamani Diori was the easiest to draw in, for
               Niger’s arid environment dictated the need for support from France and its wealthier
               neighbor, Côte d’Ivoire. Upper Volta was already economically dependent on Côte d’Ivoire,
               with roughly 45,000 of its nationals working seasonally on Ivoirian farms and 45 percent
               of its exports going to Côte d’Ivoire. Given its landlocked status, it also depended
               on Abidjan’s port for its imports and exports. Houphouët-Boigny offered a common customs union,
               in which duties collected by Abidjan would be shared with Ouagadougou. The two also shared management of the Abidjan–Ouagadougou rail line. Dahomey was
               also made to see potential economic benefits in entering into an alliance with Côte
               d’Ivoire and France.
            

            
             With French support, Côte d’Ivoire pumped 4 billion F CFA into a Mutual Aid and Loan
               Guarantee Fund. The Solidarity Fund, as it came to be called, required a contribution
               of one-tenth of each member state’s revenues. The funds were used to underwrite loans
               to promote the economic development of the region as a whole and of poorer member
               states in particular. The council also published a quarterly, Entente Africaine. In 1966, the Entente Council was finally properly equipped with a permanent secretariat
               based in Abidjan. The highest decision-making organ of the council is the summit of
               the heads of state and government, which occurs annually on a rotating basis in each
               capital under the chairmanship of that country’s chief executive. The council could
               also meet in extraordinary or special sessions.
            

            
             Houphouët-Boigny exploited the Entente Council in the service of his foreign policy
               goal to isolate or tame radical regimes like those of Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana, Modibo Kéita in Mali, and Ahmed Sékou Touré in Guinea, as well as to thwart the federalist project of Senghor. By the late 1970s, he had
               succeeded on all those fronts. However, from the early 1980s, populist, nationalist,
               and Afro-Marxist regimes emerged in Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Benin that, once again,
               threatened Abidjan’s regional ambitions. Abidjan and the conservative Houphouët-Boigny
               were becoming targets of criticism once again. But by the late 1980s, the region had
               become pacified on account of the elimination of Thomas Sankara via a military coup in October 1987 and the preoccupation of Jerry Rawlings with Ghana’s economic recovery
               and opposition agitation. Moreover, the region as a whole had moved to the right toward
               Côte d’Ivoire with economic liberalization. Houphouët-Boigny’s problems were also
               increasingly more internal than external. That combined with his deteriorating health
               and sustained domestic challenges to his rule to diminish the Entente’s value as a
               foreign policy tool. The new crop of leaders is focused on issues of development,
               especially coordination of infrastructure, beginning with streamlining regional rail
               linkages.
            

            
         

         
         	ESSY, AMARA (1944–)

         
         	
            Lawyer, diplomat, and politician. Amara Essy was born in Bouaké. He received a bachelor’s degree in public law and a higher education diploma in
               public law as well. He began his professional career in 1970 as head of economic relations
               in the office of technical and economic cooperation. A year later, he was named first
               counselor of the Ivoirian embassy in Brazil. He served as counselor of the permanent
               mission of Côte d’Ivoire to the United Nations in New York from 1973 to 1975; then from October 1975 to September 1978, he was ambassador,
               permanent representative of Côte d’Ivoire to the European office of the United Nations
               in Geneva and to the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) in
               Vienna, Austria. He also served as president of the Group of 77 (G-77) in Geneva from
               1977 to 1978. He was also president of the working group charged with transforming
               UNIDO into a specialized agency of the UN. From there, he was named ambassador extraordinary
               and plenipotentiary to Switzerland until 1981. From 1981 to 1990, Amara Essy was Côte
               d’Ivoire’s permanent representative to the United Nations and, simultaneously, ambassador
               plenipotentiary to Argentina (1981–83) and Cuba (1988–90). At the UN, he served as
               president of the Security Council in January 1990.
            

            
             Essy Amara was named minister of foreign affairs in 1990. He served in that capacity
               until 1998. He also presided over the 49th session of the United Nations General Assembly
               (20 September 1994 to September 1995). In February 1996, he was elected mayor of Kouassi-Datékro,
               serving until 2000. He became minister of state, minister of foreign affairs and international
               cooperation from 1998 to 2000. He was briefly detained along with other ministers
               after the coup of 24 December 1999. He was not reappointed to the transitional government that was
               named on 4 January 2000.
            

            
             Amara Essy was soon back on top of the African diplomatic mountain. On 9 July 2001,
               he was elected secretary general of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in Lusaka, Zambia, with the unwavering support of President Laurent Gbagbo. He was thus thrust into the unique historical role of leading the continental organization
               into the new era of the African Union (AU), taking over from the long-serving Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim of Tanzania who had
               been in office since September 1989. In effect the last secretary general of the OAU,
               Amara Essy served from 17 September 2001 until 9 July 2002 when the OAU became the
               AU, and he became the interim chairman of the African Union Commission until September
               2003. He was a candidate for the post of chairman of the AU Commission which was decided
               in July 2003 at the AU summit in Maputo. He withdrew his candidacy prior to the vote,
               leaving former president Alpha Oumar Konaré of Mali as the only candidate. Oumar Konaré
               took over from Essy Amara on 17 September 2002.
            

            
             Essy Amara was courted by a group of planters on 12 October 2014 to represent them
               in the 2015 presidential elections. These planters claim that since the death of the
               founding father Félix Houphouët-Boigny, they have become orphans, and his grand ambition for farmers has disappeared. They
               would like Amara Essy to contest the 2015 presidential elections. But to do so would
               require him to defy Henri Konan Bédié’s “Appel de Daoukro” for everyone in the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) to support President Alassane Ouattara’s bid for a second term without an opponent from the PDCI.
            

            
         

         
         	ETHNIC GROUPS

         
         	
            The conventional wisdom is that Côte d’Ivoire has more than 60 ethnic groups, attesting
               to the country’s cultural diversity. These ethnic groups are generally classified
               into seven clusters or roughly five principal regional and language (cultural) groupings:
               (1) the Akan, made up of Baule, Abron, Anyi, Nzima, and lagoon peoples, occupy the center and southeast region of the country. They
               make up about 42.1 percent of the population. The Baule constitute the single largest
               sub-group among the Akan, with about 20 percent of the total population. They are
               located in the savanna woodlands in the center of the country in what is called the
               Baule “V” because of how the savanna appears to take a dive into the southern forest
               zone. Bouaké and Yamoussoukro are in the Baule heartland. Presidents Félix Houphouët-Boigny and Henri Konan Bédié are both Baule. The (2) Kru people occupy the southwest of the country and account for about 11 percent of the
               population. The Bété who occupy the center of the southwest region are the largest sub-group. Former president
               Laurent Gbagbo and “street general” Charles Blé Goudé are both Bété or belong to the Kru group.
            

            
             Northerners are actually split between (3) the Northern Mandes who make up about 16.5 percent of the population and can be found in the northwest
               region. They include the Malinke in the northwest and the Dyula who settled to the east of the Senufo. President Alassane Ouattara belongs to this group; and (4) the Voltaics or Gur who make up about 17.6 percent of the population and include the Kulango and
               the Lobi. Finally, (5) the Southern Mandes make up about 10 percent of the Ivoirian population
               and are located in the extreme western region. The Yakuba, the sub-group to which the late General Robert Guéï belongs, is part of this cluster. To these groups must be added the Lebanese and the French.
            

            
             It must be noted that traditionally or historically, each of these ethnic groups
               settled in a particular geographic area of the country. However, over time, due to
               both strong internal as well as regional migration, the ethnic picture has become
               considerably more complex, particularly in urban areas. Nevertheless, ethnic affiliation
               or identity has become a major feature of national politics, particularly since the
               advent of multi-party political competition. Ethnic northerners who are majority Muslim
               and even those among them who practice indigenous religions (for example, Voltaics)
               identify with and are much more likely to vote for Alassane Ouattara and his Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) party. The Akans, and southerners in general, tend to support the old party,
               the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), and its leader, Henri Konan Bédié, or the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) and Gbagbo. Having said that, it is still the case that support for the PDCI
               is concentrated in the Baule heartland and other Akan areas; support for the FPI is
               strongest in the Kru-speaking areas of the center and southwest, especially in the
               Bété heartland around Gagnoa. Urban voting patterns mirror similar ethno-regional and religious divides.
            

            
             Notwithstanding the occasional xenophobic outbursts of violence directed against
               foreigners, most of them Voltaic-speaking migrant workers in cities and on farms across
               the southern half of the country, inter-ethnic relations were generally cordial until
               Bédié unveiled his ultra-nationalist ivoirité strategy and stirred the hornet’s nest of identity politics. Thereafter, tensions
               gradually escalated; rather than repudiate the policy, his successors embraced it.
               Especially following the failed coup of 2002 and the subsequent civil war, there were targeted killings of people belonging to particular ethnicities and party
               affiliations. In the Bété areas of the center as well as in other Kru areas of the
               southwest, Baule and Voltaic landowners and workers were targeted for expulsion so
               that autochthones could take back the land. Inter-ethnic violence pitting pro-Gbagbo
               militias and supporters against those favoring Ouattara, that is, northerners, foreigners,
               and Muslims, was particularly vicious during the three-month post-election crisis
               in places like Yopougon, Treichville, and Abobo and in the “wild west,” especially in places like Duékoué.
            

            
         

         
         	ETTE, MARCEL

         
         	
            Trade union activist and professor of medicine. Marcel Ette is practically the forgotten
               man of the Ivoirian democratic transition. And yet he is the one who made probably
               the most critical and most impassioned intervention during the last “journées du dialogue” called by Félix Houphouët-Boigny in 1990. A professor of medicine specializing in pathology, he was also in charge
               of the two mortuaries in Abidjan, the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire (CHU) in Cocody and the central hospital in Treichville. He is considered the founding father of the Fédération des Syndicats Autonomes de Côte d’Ivoire (FESACI) as well as the first and longest-serving secretary general of the union.
               At the time of the last dialogue, he was the secretary general of the Syndicat National de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (SYNARES). In his intervention, he basically accused Houphouët-Boigny and the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) of being corrupt and self-serving rather than looking out for the national
               interest.
            

            
         

         
         	EUROPEAN UNION (EU)

         
         	
            An organization of most Western Europe countries that has, since its creation as the
               European Community (EC) by the Treaty of Rome in 1957, worked toward the creation
               of a common market of member states without internal tariffs but with a common external
               tariff, and with common policies on agriculture, transportation, and monetary and
               fiscal policy. France and Belgium were still colonial powers when the treaty was negotiated, and they successfully
               incorporated their colonial policies into it. Thus, the treaty provides that member
               states shall apply the same rules in their commercial relations with associated countries
               and territories as they apply among themselves. The principal benefit to African states
               was a reduction of the tariff on tropical products to 25 percent within four years,
               and another 50 percent reduction within eight years. An additional plus for the former
               colonies was the creation of the Overseas Development Fund. In the Ivoirian case,
               the treaty brought the duty on coffee and cocoa down from 16 and 9 percent respectively
               to 9.6 and 5.4 percent. Of a total French price support contribution of $325 million,
               60 percent went to coffee, Côte d’Ivoire’s principal export. Finally, in the first
               10 years, Côte d’Ivoire received $39.6 million from the Overseas Development Fund,
               second only to Senegal in receipts from this source. The relationship of the former
               colonies to the EC was renegotiated upon their independence in the Yaounde Convention.
            

            
             EU members are among the most important and reliable trading and development partners
               of Côte d’Ivoire. The lion’s share of the country’s primary exports, especially cocoa, bananas, and pineapples, go to the EU market. For instance, 80 percent of Ivoirian bananas go to the EU member
               states, especially Belgium, Holland, Germany, the United Kingdom, and France. Pineapples
               received a EU subvention of 4 billion F CFA in 1995. The EU has also been an important
               political actor throughout the Ivoirian political and military crisis. It took part
               in peace talks and has provided much-needed technical and financial assistance to
               the post-crisis programs, including the electoral process, security sector reform,
               and economic and social development.
            

            
             As in 2000, the EU deployed short- and long-term observers to monitor the 2010 presidential
               elections. It was unequivocal in its support of the legitimately elected president
               Alassane Ouattara during the post-election crisis. On 12 December 2010, the EU followed the African Union (AU) lead by imposing economic sanctions (visa ban and assets freeze) against ex-president
               Laurent Gbagbo. On 15 January, it tightened those sanctions by adding several individuals and companies
               linked to Laurent Gbagbo, including Petroci, three banks, and the ports of Abidjan and San Pédro. It lifted the last remaining sanctions imposed against individuals and companies
               on 27 June 2011.
            

            
             The EU has also provided significant development assistance, especially since the
               end of the post-election crisis, to boost agricultural production. On 12 June 2013,
               for instance, Côte d’Ivoire signed a 30 billion F CFA agreement to improve sugar and banana production.
            

            
         

         
         	ÉVOLUÉS

         
         	
            In French colonial parlance, “evolved” Africans, those who had adopted certain aspects
               of French culture, especially language, religion, and lifestyle, as a result of formal
               education. In Côte d’Ivoire, the évolués included lower-level officials, employees of private European companies, and sometimes
               planters who had attended school. The colonial authorities were ambivalent toward
               them, disturbed by their attraction to “Garveyism” and the difficulty of fitting them
               into the colonial social structure, but supportive of their acceptance of metropolitan
               values.
            

            
         

         
         	EXPORTS

         
         	
            See ; .
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         	FADIKA (ALSO FADIGA), LAMINE MOHAMED (1942–)

         
         	
            Retired Ivoirian naval officer and politician. Rear Admiral Lamine Fadika is a Malinke born in Man. He completed his high school education at the Lycée Classique d’Abidjan in 1962
               where he studied elementary mathematics. From 1962 to 1964, he studied advanced and
               special mathematics in France in preparation for taking the entrance examination for
               admission to the French Naval School in Brest. From 1964 to 1966, he attended the
               French Naval School and graduated with degrees in engineering, general mathematics,
               and mathematical physics.
            

            
             Lamine Fadika assumed command of the Ivoirian navy from 1970 to 1973. He then attended
               the École Supérieure de Guerre Navale (Advanced School of Naval Warfare) in Paris
               in 1973–74 where he received further training in military strategy, politics, and
               economics. He served as a military attaché in the Ivoirian embassy in France from
               March to July 1974, then was named minister of maritime affairs in 1974, staying in
               that post for 13 years until 1987. He was also a member of the steering committee
               of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) from 1975 to 1987. From 1985 to 1990, he was mayor of Touba.
            

            
             Lamine Fadika was considered one of the youngest possible successors to Félix Houphouët-Boigny as president, but his political career was derailed in Houphouët’s last years, reportedly
               because of his overt and outsized ambition. He was appointed minister of mines and
               energy (1993–95) and minister of mineral and petroleum resources (January 1996–December
               1999) during Henri Konan Bédié’s presidency. During his tenure in the Ministry of Mineral and Petroleum Resources,
               he sought to make Côte d’Ivoire “the Rotterdam of Africa.” He tangled with the International
               Monetary Fund (IMF) as he sought to postpone until 2002 the proposed liberalization
               of the importation of finished petroleum products and the privatization of the Société
               Ivoirienne de Raffinage (SIR). From 2000 to 2002, he served as vice president of the
               PDCI. He was elected deputy of Touba in the December 2000 election on the ticket of
               the PDCI and was the sixth vice president of the Assemblée Nationale from January 2001 until 2011. In the new political dispensation, he is a supporter
               of Alassane Ouattara. He told an audience of cadres from his region, the Bafing, “Let’s stop our quarrels
               and let’s accompany President Ouattara.” He went on to say that “God gave him [Ouattara]
               the victory at the ballot box.”
            

            
         

         
         	FAIDHERBE, LOUIS-LEON-CESAR (1818–1889)

         
         	
            French general and colonizer who commanded the fort at Dabou in the 1850s and was then named governor of Senegal (1854–61, 1863–65). He wrote
               extensively on African anthropology and language and explored the lagoon and coastal
               region of Côte d’Ivoire, following the course of the Comoé River.
            

            
         

         
         	FAKOLY, TIKEN JAH (1968–)

         
         	
            Musician and reggae star. Tiken Fakoly was born in Odienné in the northwest of Côte d’Ivoire to a family of blacksmiths. He did not go into
               the family business. Instead, he discovered reggae music at an early age and joined
               the musical group the Djelys in 1987. He sang about the electoral situation in his
               country after Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s death. That kind of political music got him a large following among the youth,
               but it also invited death threats and he lived in exile in Mali for several years.
            

            
             Tiken Fakoly’s music is all about raising consciousness and political awareness.
               His music recalls and recounts the damage done to Africa by colonialism, neo-colonialism,
               and globalization; he rails against Western exploitation of Africa. He is an advocate
               of debt cancellation. In 2003, he collaborated with other artists to produce the album
               Drop the Debt. He has been equally vocal about the proliferation of small arms in Africa and the
               Western pillage of African resources, as well as Western support for African dictators.
               In speaking truth to power, Tiken Fakoly has not let African leaders off the hook.
               At a rap festival in Dakar in December 2007, Fakoly insisted that president Abdoulaye
               Wade should “leave office if he loves Senegal.” He talked about the risk that the
               country was running. For daring to speak his mind so publicly, he was declared persona
               non grata and promptly expelled. When he is not challenging leaders, Tiken Fakoly
               is engaged in philanthropy. He opened the first of two planned schools in Touroni
               in Côte d’Ivoire in December 2008.
            

            
         

         
         	FÉDÉRATION DES SYNDICATS AUTONOMES DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (FESACI)

         
         	
            An independent federation of trade unions founded by Professor Marcel Ette on 15 February 1992. There were 19 affiliated unions at the beginning. That number
               has now increased to 30 unions, although some sources put the figure as high as 100.
               Among them, there are government employee unions (teachers, customs officers, and
               civil servants) and private sector employee unions (electricity, transportation, private
               school teachers, and industrial plantations). The FESACI is so autonomous that it
               is not even affiliated with any international organization.
            

            
         

         
         	FÉDÉRATION ESTUDIANTINE ET SCOLAIRE DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (FESCI)

         
         	
            The most radical of a series of independent student organizations in Côte d’Ivoire
               in recent years, it was founded in 1990. In mid-1991, FESCI organized a boycott of
               classes, and some members killed a student who was defying the boycott and who was
               suspected of being an agent of the ruling party. The government reacted by disbanding
               the union. This was followed by the arrest, in early 1992, of 16 FESCI leaders. The
               first secretary general of the union, Martial Ahipeaud, was tried and sentenced to three years in prison for reviving a “banned organization,”
               but was released as part of a general amnesty a few months later. Led by the late
               Serge Kouyo, who died in a car accident in 2007, FESCI organized another demonstration
               in April 1993 to protest curriculum matters and conditions of student assistance.
            

            
             The student union has been led by some of the best-known personalities who have been
               involved on both sides of the political divide in the country, including the following
               secretaries general: Martial Ahipeau (1990–93), Guillaume Soro (1995–98), and Blé Goudé (1998–2001). During the decade of the 2000s, FESCI became aligned with President
               Laurent Gbagbo and the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) and lost all pretense of being an autonomous student union. Indeed, it became
               a student militia that also mobilized the youth in general to prop up the Gbagbo regime.
               More than that, it became practically a criminal gang that engaged in racketeering
               and extortion of students, using its monopoly control over the distribution of student
               accommodation on university campuses. The union became, in the words of some, a “veritable mafia.”
            

            
             FESCI engaged in a bloody “war of machetes” with other students who were opposed
               to its positions and tactics. Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported in 2008 that the union
               was “responsible for political and criminal violence, notably murders, aggression,
               extortion and rape.” The behavior of FESCI members has led detractors to call them
               “fescistes,” as in “fascists.”
            

            
         

         
         	FERKESSÉDOUGOU

         
         	
            Popularly called Ferké, for short, the city was established in the 19th century by
               Ferkessé, a Niarafola chief pushed there by the ruler of Kong. It is the second-largest city in northern Côte d’Ivoire; the administrative seat
               of Ferkessédougou département, one of four in the Savanes Region; and the northernmost railway stop in the country. In the late 1970s, the Ivoirian government established large
               sugar plantations there, along with two sugar refineries with a capacity of 60,000
               tons each. However, the sugar production campaign was an economic failure, with costs
               far exceeding revenues, and the Ferké plants never achieved capacity-level production.
            

            
             The city is regaining attention as an important destination for eco-tourism which
               is developing around the town’s proximity to the Comoé National Park to the east and the Mount Nimba Nature Reserve to the west. The population of Ferké is estimated to be slightly above 62,000.
            

            
         

         
         	FOCCART, JACQUES (1913–1997)

         
         	
            Longtime intermediary between France and the leaders of its former colonies in Africa; he was the principal adviser on
               Africa to Presidents Charles de Gaulle and Georges Pompidou and a close confidant of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He was co-founder with Charles Pasqua of the Gaullist “Service d’Action Civique”
               in 1959, which specialized in covert operations in Africa. Always discreet, Jacques
               Foccart was known by the evocative name “Monsieur Afrique.”
            

            
         

         
         	FOFANA, CHEICK AIMA BOIKARY (1943–)

         
         	
            Also known as Aboubacar Fofana, he is the supreme leader of the Muslim community in
               Côte d’Ivoire, the principal imam of the mosque in Deux-Plateaux Aghien, Cocody-Abidjan, and president of the Conseil Supérieur des Imams (COSIM). Cheick Fofana is considered
               the architect of Islamic reformism in Côte d’Ivoire. Over the course of four decades,
               Cheick Fofana inspired the creation of several Muslim associations and animated many
               conferences and other activities, including the beginning of Islamic broadcast on
               national television (1976), Islamic conferences across the country (1977), inauguration
               of Friday prayers in all major educational institutions and on the university campus (1978), and the birth of the Islamic journal Allahou Akbar (1979). Between 1972 and 2000, Cheick Fofana also worked in various capacities at
               the Société Ivoirienne de Banque (SIB). He spent four years in the United States (2002–6)
               leading the annual convention of the Ligue Islamique de la Coordination de l’Amérique
               du Nord (LICAN).
            

            
             It was while he was in the United States that his fellow imams elected him “cheick
               Aima” (supreme leader) on 25 April 2006. As a result, he returned home on 25 October
               2006. Cheick Aima Boikary Fofana was the second vice president of the Commission Dialogue, Vérité et Réconciliation (CDVR) that was appointed by President Alassane Ouattara in September 2011.
            

            
         

         
         	FONDS D’INVESTISSEMENT POUR LE DÉVELOPPEMENT ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL (FIDES)

         
         	
            A development fund established by the French government on 30 April 1946 for the colonial
               areas. FIDES offered grants and long-term, low-interest loans through the Caisse Centrale
               de la France d’Outre-Mer. Most of the loans were canceled in the post-independence
               period. FIDES was an innovation in that, for the first time, France used metropolitan funds for colonial development rather than following the principle
               that colonies should be strictly self-supporting. However, the colonial administrations
               also contributed to FIDES projects under their jurisdictions. Between 1947 and 1957,
               Côte d’Ivoire received $109 million, which placed it second only to Senegal in FIDES
               receipts.
            

            
             It has been calculated that, in real terms, the volume of capital invested in French
               Africa during the years 1947–59 was larger than the total invested throughout the
               preceding 65 years. Like the Gold Coast (Ghana) next door, the pace of development during this time was unprecedented. These investments
               in cities and countryside alike resulted in the construction of hospitals, educational
               facilities, roads, ports, hydraulic and electrical infrastructure, and so on during
               the 1950s. The opening of the Vridi Canal in Côte d’Ivoire in 1950 is a good illustration.
            

            
         

         
         	FONDS DE REGULATION ET DE CONTROLE DU CAFÉ ET DU CACAO (FRCC)

         
         	
            Created in 2002, it was intended to assist small-scale producers as well as exporters
               of coffee and cocoa. It is endowed with an administrative board comprising five representatives of producers,
               two of exporters, three of banks and insurance companies, and two representing the
               state.
            

            
         

         
         	FORCED LABOR

         
         	
            Work without pay as a form of extraction by the colonial administration. From the
               earliest days of European contact, indigenous populations had been pressed into service
               to fill labor needs. Until 1912, there was no uniform policy on the matter, with various
               local agents using prestation as needed for portage and road and camp construction. The arrêté of 1907 establishing the indigénat identified refusal to accept a labor assignment as a punishable infraction. All adult
               males between the ages of 15 and 50 were required to furnish a given number of days
               of labor per year. This was the first universal application of the concept, and it
               reflected the increased military presence, the need for labor, and the lack of capital
               characteristic of the new colonial situation. A 1913 circular set the number of days
               required in each cercle.
            

            
             About 200 French planters controlled one-third of Ivoirian coffee and cocoa production by the late 1930s; however, they had difficulty attracting laborers given
               the better pay and working conditions in neighboring Gold Coast (Ghana). To help them, the colonial administration enlarged the nature of forced labor to
               include work on the plantations. This was the most detested aspect of colonial rule
               in Côte d’Ivoire, and Félix Houphouët-Boigny campaigned for a seat in the French Constituent Assembly in 1945 on the promise that
               he would put an end to forced labor. In Paris, Houphouët introduced a bill calling
               for the abolition of forced labor by non-citizens in all of overseas France. The proposal
               attracted little attention in a France just getting reorganized after World War II,
               and it passed with neither a floor debate nor a roll-call vote. In Africa, however,
               its impact was enormous, and it consolidated Houphouët’s political fortunes. His clever
               use of political leverage in Paris permanently established his reputation for effective
               leadership.
            

            
             Ivoirian law currently prohibits forced or compulsory labor. However, the ILO has
               flagged Decree No. 69–189 under the Ivoirian Criminal Procedure Code to be in non-conformity
               with ILO 29 on forced labor because it places certain categories of prisoners at the
               disposal of private enterprises for work assignments. Furthermore, the law does not
               prohibit the trafficking of persons, and children are regularly trafficked from Burkina Faso and other neighboring countries to work in servitude, particularly on Ivoirian cocoa
               farms. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	FOREIGN AID

         
         	
            Since independence, Côte d’Ivoire has been a major recipient of financial aid from
               France, both direct and indirect. In the first 10 years of independence, that aid totaled
               about 50 billion F CFA (approximately $200 million). By 1970, France was supporting
               2,476 technical personnel in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	FOREIGN RELATIONS

         
         	
            Following independence, Côte d’Ivoire maintained a consistent foreign policy of close
               cooperation with France in particular and the West more generally. While moving toward independence, the
               Ivoirian leadership opposed strong federal ties among the former West African colonies,
               as embodied in the Mali Federation. Rather, they supported the principle developed
               in the loi-cadre of bilateral ties between each of the new governments and Paris. Côte d’Ivoire also
               initiated the Entente Council, a sub-regional economic organization in which it would be predominant. It has generally
               been on good terms with its neighbors, with the exception of Ghana under Kwame Nkrumah
               (until 1966) and Guinea before 1978; in recent years there have been problems with
               more radical governments in Burkina Faso and Ghana, and Ivoirian influence in Africa
               has at times been limited by its pro-Western stance, particularly by Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s advocacy beginning in the late 1960s of “dialogue” with South Africa. In spite of the overwhelming disapproval of most leaders, Houphouët-Boigny
               met with Prime Ministers John Vorster and Piet W. Botha and called for negotiations
               between black states and South Africa in the 1980s. In 1992, Côte d’Ivoire became
               the first sub-Saharan government to recognize South Africa. Houphouët-Boigny’s government
               was widely thought to have supported the forces of Charles Taylor in the overthrow
               of President Doe of Liberia, and was an active mediator in peace negotiations among the warring factions.
            

            
         

         
         	FORESTRY

         
         	
            The timber industry developed rapidly after World War I because of a high demand for
               wood in the post-war rebuilding of France. Production went from 41,000 tons in 1920
               to 123,000 tons in 1927. Exports fell during the Depression, to rise again after World
               War II. In the inter-war period, some Ivoirians participated in logging, but after
               the Depression the industry was entirely in European hands. Forced labor was used on a large scale in logging operations in the 1930s, especially in the cercles of Abidjan, Grand Bassam, Agnebi, and Abengourou.
            

            
             Hardwood timber production has been a key factor in Ivoirian prosperity since independence:
               Côte d’Ivoire is the most important exporter of forest products in Africa, producing
               foreign exchange earnings from this source of about 85 billion F CFA ($193 million)
               annually. Production increased from 49,000 tons in 1947 to 109,000 in 1950, 212,000
               in 1956, and 655,000 in 1960. It reached a peak in 1976. About three-fourths of the
               wood exported passes through Abidjan, the rest through San Pédro, with Italy the most important market.
            

            
             The industry’s future is threatened by the depletion of forest reserves: Côte d’Ivoire
               has the highest rate of deforestation in the world (6.5 percent or 600,000 ha per
               year). From 15 million hectares in 1956, they fell to 11 million in 1966, 5.4 million
               in 1974, and 4 million in 1978, and by a recent count the country is down to 6 percent
               of its 1960 stock. Wood species include assamela, framire, frake, iroko, kondroti,
               teak, samba, cedar, gmelina, and mangon. Two rare woods, iroko and kondroti, can no
               longer be exported. Another, assamela, has almost disappeared. The most common variety
               now exported is samba.
            

            
             There was massive waste in logging from the earliest times; because of transportation
               difficulties, especially in dry years when the rivers were shallow, logs were cut
               and left behind in large quantities. The government goal is a reforestation rate of
               10,000 hectares per year. Côte d’Ivoire received a World Bank loan of 10 million F
               CFA for this purpose and established, in 1966, a forest development organization,
               SODEFOR. However, SODEFOR has been replanting only 5,000 hectares per year, about
               2 percent of the depletion rate. The deforestation rate was 3.1 percent during 1990–2000.
               Although the depletion of forests has resulted in a relative decline in the importance
               of forest exports, the sector still generated $269 million in 2003, making it the
               third most important source of revenue after cocoa and petroleum products.
            

            
         

         
         	FOUTOU

         
         	
            Boiled (peeled) plantains and cassava (or yams, especially among the Baule), each pounded separately in a wooden mortar with a pestle to form a starchy dough,
               then folded together and pounded until smooth. Served in a ball-shaped portion from
               which smaller pieces are broken off and dipped in soup before eating (usually swallowed
               without chewing). A common staple among the Akan in the forest zone and Lagoon Cluster groups, it has become virtually a national dish in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana.
            

            
         

         
         	FOZIÉ, TUO

         
         	
            An ex–warrant officer in the Ivoirian army. Tuo Fozié played a central role in the
               coup that brought General Robert Guéï to power in December 1999. He turned against the general when the latter decided
               to seek the presidency. He was involved in the attack on General Guéï’s residence
               on the night of 17–18 September 2000 and was the first insurgent to be wounded. He
               escaped into exile in Burkina Faso. During the attempted coup of September 2002, Tuo Fozié was the first soldier to
               openly claim ownership of the rebellion. He became a commander of the rebel army,
               the Force Armée des Forces Nouvelles (FAFN), but refused the various promotions, preferring
               the warrant officer rank he had when he was still with the national army.
            

            
             Following the Linas-Marcoussis summit, Tuo Fozié was named minister of youth and
               public service in the government of national reconciliation headed by Prime Minister
               Seydou Elimane Diarra. He served from 13 March 2003 until 28 December 2005, when Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny took over. Until March 2011, he was director general of the police and gendarmerie
               of the Forces Nouvelles based in Bouaké. Thereafter, President Alassane Ouattara appointed him prefect of the département of Bouna, which puts him in charge of the sensitive region of Bondoukou.
            

            
         

         
         	FRANC ZONE

         
         	
            A monetary transaction organization composed of France and 13 of its former colonies to provide a freely convertible currency among them.
               It was first organized after World War II and reorganized following independence.
               The regional CFA currency of the former West African states is pegged at equity to
               the Equatorial African franc; both were then pegged to the French franc at the rate
               of 50 francs CFA = 1 French franc. The franc zone served Ivoirian and French interests
               rather well. In January 1994, the CFA was devalued for the first and only time when
               its rate was halved to 100 francs CFA = 1 French franc. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	FRANÇAIS DE MOUSSA

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	FRANCE, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire’s relations with France were once extremely close, indeed, the closest
               of any of the francophone African states. These relations were solidified by close
               personal friendships between post-war Ivoirian and French leaders and by a series
               of mutually beneficial economic and security agreements. One might say that they had
               each other’s backs. Abidjan was unwavering in its support of French initiatives and actions. For example, in
               the early 1960s, President Félix Houphouët-Boigny urged negotiations to resolve the Algerian independence crisis but refused to condemn
               France for its colonial policies. Houphouët-Boigny also supported French nuclear testing
               in the Sahara Desert while other African leaders condemned it on moral and political
               grounds.
            

            
             In return, Côte d’Ivoire remained the leading recipient of teaching and non-teaching
               French technical assistants (co-opérants), and it also maintained the highest number of large French companies of any African
               country. A substantial expatriate community of French nationals (currently estimated
               at about 15,000, down from 50,000 after independence) had an important influence on
               life and lifestyles in Abidjan. These assistants were not only conspicuous in the
               education sector where the curriculum was modeled after that of France, but they were
               also strategically positioned in all key ministries and institutions of the Ivoirian
               state. They were well represented among the officer class of the armed forces and
               in the powerful Ministry of Plan and Finance. Moreover, President Houphouët-Boigny’s
               personal secretary, the chief of staff of the cabinet, and the secretary general of
               the government were all French nationals. The increased French presence after independence
               was not hard to understand. As one observer has remarked, life was pleasant for them.
               At Christmastime, evergreens and Beaujolais were flown into the capital. The expatriate
               community would gather at a local inn, even in smaller provincial towns, and “linger
               in long discussions with the French patronne over the relative ripeness of the Brie and Camembert.”
            

            
             The situation began to change much more dramatically with the death of Houphouët-Boigny
               in December 1993. Emblematic of that change was the January 1994 devaluation of the
               Communauté Financière Africaine (CFA) franc, what one scholar has aptly described as the “double death” of Houphouët-Boigny.
               It culminated in the refusal of the French to intervene in the coup d’état that toppled Henri Konan Bédié on the eve of Christmas 1999, despite an expectation in Abidjan that the French military
               presence was there to guarantee regime maintenance. France did assist Konan Bédié
               to leave town and go into exile in France so that he did not have to face military
               justice. However, France got caught between a rock and a hard place during Laurent Gbagbo’s presidency, especially following the eruption of the politico-military crisis of
               September 2002. We return to this below.
            

            
             To be sure, the change in this special, preferred relationship was perceptible even
               during the conjoncture of the 1980s. The French community, like other expatriate communities, became the target of attacks as the
               economic situation deteriorated. The French ambassador even led a delegation of French
               residents to meet with the prime minister and the interior minister in February 2002
               to express concern about the security situation of the French business community.
               Ominously, they suggested that if the government did not take measures to improve
               the situation, then investors might be forced to relocate elsewhere. In concert with
               Lebanese businessmen, they initiated a “ghost town” protest on 20 February 2002, a day when
               all shops in the city stayed closed, to dramatize their concerns. While some French
               nationals did have a genuine fear of insecurity because of banditry or extortion rackets
               run by security personnel, such incidents were not allowed to seriously threaten the
               generally cordial relations between Abidjan and Paris.
            

            
             Franco-Ivoirian relations turned uncharacteristically cool in the first two years
               of Laurent Gbagbo’s rule, and Paris sought to engage with Alassane Ouattara and the other political actors. France has been particularly concerned about Abidjan’s
               discriminatory policies toward foreign workers and their destabilizing effects upon
               its francophone neighbors. Since the coup attempt of September 2002, southern Ivoirian public opinion, especially that of the
               hard-core supporters of Gbagbo, has already tried and convicted France. As a result,
               it has been extremely hostile toward French interests in the country. For them, the
               following developments confirmed their suspicions of France’s complicity. In the first
               place, France did not listen to Gbagbo’s warnings about preparations for a coup from
               neighboring countries by disgruntled demobilized soldiers and those wanted for previous
               attempted coups; then it neither prevented the attempted coup nor activated the mutual
               defense pact and assisted the Ivoirian army in defeating the rebels; then it harbored
               Ouattara, who was considered the villain of the coup, in its embassy for two good
               months. Thus, the Jeunes Patriotes besieged the French military base in Port-Bouët demanding that the French hand over Ouattara. French troops used tear gas and stun
               grenades to disperse the crowd. French and western nationals came under attack, their
               properties vandalized and/or looted. The French government had to close all French
               schools in the city and place French nationals on high alert.
            

            
             In the nationalist narrative, it did not matter that the intervention of the French
               marine battalion was critical in preventing the rebels from taking Yamoussoukro in the early stages of the conflict. The loyalists who concede this point still criticize
               France for its tardiness and for the de facto partition of the country in two. They
               chafed at the fact that French troops were evenhanded in their treatment of violators
               of the cease-fire from both sides instead of allowing or helping government troops
               to pursue an offensive to reunite their country. And yet, it is President Gbagbo himself
               who called upon France to monitor the cease-fire pending the arrival of the West African
               peacekeeping force. It is also true that France prevented Abidjan from using its South
               African mercenaries and attack helicopters.
            

            
             France took a more hands-on approach to the crisis from the beginning of January
               2003, after the regional mediation by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) failed and aggressive new groups emerged on the Liberian border that posed
               an even greater threat to French troops and southern cities. The French foreign minister
               visited Côte d’Ivoire during this time and invited all stakeholders to attend comprehensive
               peace talks in Paris. The intense talks opened in Linas-Marcoussis on 15 January;
               all the Ivoirian stakeholders were represented. President Gbagbo attended at the tail
               end when a peace agreement had been finalized on 24 January. It has since come to
               light that Gbagbo was put under tremendous pressure by French president Jacques Chirac
               to sign the Linas-Marcoussis Accord (LMA). Back in Abidjan, his supporters were outraged
               that a deal had been struck with the rebels, or what they like to describe as “those
               who took up arms against our country.” Thousands of the Jeunes Patriotes supporters
               staged demonstrations in Abidjan where they burned French flags and attacked the embassy,
               military base, and French businesses on 1 February. They carried signs calling Chirac
               a murderer. Their leaders, especially Charles Blé Goudé, saw the agreement as a humiliating capitulation to rebel demands under French pressure.
            

            
             Gbagbo later tried to tamp down the heated rhetoric from his side and to normalize
               Franco-Ivoirian relations once again. But then on 21 October 2003, the relationship
               received another jolt with the cold-blooded murder of French journalist Jean Hélène,
               the correspondent of Radio France Internationale (RFI), by police sergeant Théodore
               Sery Dago outside police headquarters. He was waiting to interview a group of opposition
               political activists who were about to be released after several days in detention
               when he was gunned down. His assailant was immediately apprehended and disarmed by
               his colleagues. The government responded with deliberate speed to defuse the situation.
               The police chief was the first official casualty of the incident, sacked by the government.
               French president Jacques Chirac, who was on a four-day visit to Niger and Mali, deplored
               the killing and demanded that the Ivoirian government “shed all possible light on
               this murder.” French eyes were trained on Abidjan to see how the government would
               handle this particular murder.
            

            
             Unfortunately, before the relationship could be fully patched up, government warplanes
               bombed rebel positions in Bouaké and Korhogo on 4 November 2004, creating new friction between Paris and Abidjan. The relationship
               went from bad to worse quickly because, two days later, a government air strike on
               the French military base in Bouaké killed 9 French peacekeepers and injured 23 others.
               President Jacques Chirac ordered retaliatory air strikes that decimated the small
               Ivoirian fleet of aircraft. Anti-French riots orchestrated by Blé Goudé and the Jeunes
               Patriotes raged for two days, resulting in at least 64 dead and 250 wounded. On 9
               November 2004, French soldiers killed at least seven pro-Gbagbo militants in a standoff
               at the presidential palace. France and the United Nations began evacuation of some 9,500 foreigners, including 8,000 French nationals, on 10
               November. The French sponsored UN Security Council Resolution 1572 imposing an arms
               embargo. Amadou Koulibaly, the president of the Assemblée Nationale, was adamant that this was “France’s war against Côte d’Ivoire.” Then on 7 February,
               the relationship suffered another blow when Michel Niaucel, the French diplomat in
               charge of European Union security operations in West Africa, was murdered overnight
               in his residence in Abidjan.
            

            
             Following the signing of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) by President Laurent Gbagbo and Guillaume Soro on 4 March 2007, marking an end to the civil war and the formation of a new government
               under Soro, Franco-Ivoirian relations returned to near normality. However, in December
               2010, following the refusal of Laurent Gbagbo to hand over power to Alassane Ouattara,
               the internationally recognized winner of the presidential elections, the relationship
               deteriorated. Gbagbo accused the UN and French peacekeepers of collusion with the
               rebels and ordered them to leave the country. The quit order was ignored. Then in
               January 2011, Gbagbo withdrew the accreditation of the French ambassador in retaliation
               for France’s accreditation of Ali Coulibaly, Ouattara’s nominee as ambassador. This
               was followed by a mid-February decision by Gbagbo to nationalize subsidiaries of French
               banks BNP Paribas and Société Générale. Then in April, UN secretary general Ban Ki-moon
               requested French assistance in neutralizing heavy weapons that were being used by
               Gbagbo’s forces to target innocent civilians and UN personnel. France obliged. French
               attack helicopters targeted three strategic military camps in Abidjan to degrade their
               capability and neutralize their weapons. With the help of French and UN forces, Ouattara’s
               forces arrested Gbagbo and his entourage on 11 April 2011.
            

            
             Since the downfall of Laurent Gbagbo and the coming to power of Alassane Ouattara,
               Franco-Ivoirian relations have become very close again. President Ouattara has been
               warmly received in Paris, and French President François Hollande has also had a successful
               visit to Abidjan. The level of diplomatic traffic between Abidjan and Paris has picked
               up again, a sign of renewed cordial relations.
            

            
         

         
         	FRATERNITÉ MATIN

         
         	
            Widely called “Frat Mat” for short, it is the state-owned daily that was established in 1960. Fraternité Matin was a virtual monopoly under the one-party system until the political opening of
               the 1990s when it was joined by several opposition newspapers. It has the largest
               circulation of the more than a dozen daily newspapers that are currently published
               in Abidjan. Published in French, an estimated 13,000 to 16,000 copies were sold per day in the
               first half of 2010. It caters to the educated and relatively affluent residents of
               Abidjan and other major cities, typically civil servants and office workers. It is
               about the only newspaper with a national coverage and distribution network. A recent
               survey reported that 27 percent of all regular newspaper readers read Frat Mat.
            

            
             Under the single-party system, Fraternité Matin reflected official views, even put out official propaganda. It was thus justifiably
               criticized as being a government mouthpiece. Ironically, because genuinely independent
               newspapers are practically non-existent in Côte d’Ivoire today and the party-affiliated
               newspapers are unabashedly partisan, Frat Mat is becoming a voice of moderation, one not linked to any particular political faction
               in the country. The current director general of the newspaper, Venance Kouassi Konan, has even suggested that it is the most objective newspaper around. It is certainly
               considered the most moderate and balanced in its news coverage among all the state
               media. Fraternité Matin turned 50 years old in 2010, making it the oldest continuously published newspaper
               in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	THE FRENCH

         
         	
            The people of the former colonizing power constitute an important minority population
               in Côte d’Ivoire. France was slow to encourage settlement by its own nationals in
               Côte d’Ivoire: in 1904 there were only 475 Europeans in the colony, up to just 835
               in 1921 and 1,825 in 1926. In 1931, Governor Dieudonne-François Reste formally announced French settlement for the development of plantations as a goal.
               At the peak (just prior to World War II), there were 5,000 Europeans in the colony,
               and over 200 French-owned plantations, encompassing 60,000 to 75,000 hectares of land.
               French colonial settlers, as opposed to administrators, were generally from the lowest
               socio-economic class in France and developed a reputation for being extremely racist,
               for mistreating the indigenous population, and for opposing the movement toward independence.
            

            
             There were about 50,000 French citizens in Côte d’Ivoire in the early 1980s, the
               largest number in any country outside France (although not the highest per capita),
               on about the same level as in Morocco and Algeria. However, the 1980s also saw high
               unemployment levels for Ivoirian university graduates, budgetary deficits, and other
               pressures for Ivoirianization. These factors pushed the government to reduce the number
               of foreign assistance positions in the country, and by 1991 there were only 1,300
               French co-opérants in Côte d’Ivoire, down from about 4,000 10 years earlier. There were an estimated
               27,000 French nationals in the country by 1988. At present, almost four-fifths of
               the French in the country have lived there more than five years. Nevertheless, Côte
               d’Ivoire has had the greatest number of French technical assistants in Africa, the
               largest proportion of French imports and exports of any African country, the largest
               number of students in French universities, and the highest number of large French
               firms in any African country. French influence on policy making in development-related
               ministries has made it difficult for non-French investors to compete, in spite of
               official interest in diversification. The large French presence entailed a heavy balance-of-payments
               cost of imported goods and services, as well as in the repatriation of salaries.
            

            
             While the impacts above were resented by Ivoirians outside of ruling party circles,
               the French did not face overt hostility until the coup of September 2002 and the refusal of Paris to assist the Ivoirian government to defeat
               the rebels in the civil war that ensued. Indeed, the pro-government youth militias, or Jeunes Patriotes (JPs), accused the French of supporting the rebels and waging war against Côte d’Ivoire.
               Especially following the debacle of the Ivoirian government bombing of Bouaké that
               killed nine French soldiers and the swift retaliatory destruction of the Ivoirian
               air force in November 2004, French businesses and homes were repeatedly attacked and
               looted. France had to evacuate some 8,000 of its nationals. French peacekeepers and
               nationals were also physically attacked throughout the period of the civil war (2002–7)
               and just prior to and after the presidential elections (2010–11). Since the end of
               the politico-military crisis in 2011, many have returned. Still, the current French
               community may be no more than 10,000.
            

            
         

         
         	FRESCO

         
         	
            A small port between Grand Lahou and Sassandra, on the Ngni Lagoon. The historic town site has been abandoned for a safer one on
               the mainland; the colonial buildings, on a narrow barrier island that is constantly
               threatened by high tides, sea erosion, and lagoon floods, are slowly decaying.
            

            
         

         
         	FRONT POPULAIRE

         
         	
            The election of a government of the left in France in 1936 had direct and indirect
               effects in the colonies. For instance, an arrété of December 1936 increased the minimum wage in the colonies from .5 to 1.25 francs.
               Then a parliamentary commission visited a number of towns in Côte d’Ivoire and Upper
               Volta, including Dimbokro, Abengourou, Abidjan, and Grand Bassam. This was followed in April 1937 by a visit from Minister for Colonies Marius Moutet.
               Not coincidentally, the number of punishments under the indigénat dropped during that year. On his return to France, Moutet spoke out against forced labor. The French settler population reacted by sending protest letters to rightist papers
               in Paris, which took up their cause and criticized the government actions. In August,
               an organizational convention of the Socialist Party (SFIO) of Côte d’Ivoire was held
               in Abidjan that attracted a number of Ivoirians. Several interior cities such as Agboville, Abengourou, and Aboisso even sent delegations. Many associations of “évolués,” including the Association pour la Defense des Interets des Autochtones de la Côte d’Ivoire (ADIACI), were formed during this period 1936–37.
            

            
         

         
         	FRONT POPULAIRE IVOIRIEN (FPI)

         
         	
            The underground political party formed by Laurent Gbagbo and his colleagues in 1988. It provided the most important opposition to the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in the first multi-party elections, held in 1990. The FPI was the only party
               to present a candidate, Laurent Gbagbo, to challenge Félix Houphouët-Boigny for the presidency. Gbagbo won 18 percent of the votes against 82 percent for Houphouët-Boigny.
               The FPI won 11 out of 175 seats in the Assemblée Nationale, and 6 FPI slates won in the 135 municipal elections. Although assailed as a Bété party, the FPI was also strong in the southeast, another region long known for opposition
               movements.
            

            
             FPI deputies began a boycott of the Assemblée Nationale in April 1992 to protest
               the imprisonment of Gbagbo. The party also boycotted the 1995 presidential election
               because President Henri Konan Bédié did not provide a level playing field: opposition parties were harassed and intimidated,
               and some of their leaders were incarcerated for posing a threat to national security.
               The party relented and came back to participate in the Assemblée Nationale election
               in November 1995. It improved its position, albeit marginally, winning 14 of the 175
               seats, thus becoming the leading opposition party in the legislature.
            

            
             The FPI and Laurent Gbagbo finally got the chance they had long been waiting for
               when, with both Konan Bédié and Alassane Ouattara conveniently sidelined in 2000, Gbagbo squared off against General Robert Guéï in the presidential election. When General Guéï, nicknamed the “boss,” tried to steal
               the verdict, he was forced to flee town by a popular uprising, thus ushering Gbagbo
               and the FPI into power. The FPI managed to hold on to power until April 2011, but
               it felt cheated because northern rebels staged an unsuccessful coup that divided the country in two in September 2002 and sparked a civil war that denied
               Gbagbo and the party the exercise of genuine national authority. Gbagbo and the party
               were allowed to keep power for 10 years without a popular mandate for 5 of those years;
               they also had to share the power with other leaders who were either neutral or from
               the opposition in an effort to reconcile the country. The party’s militias and their
               leaders were accused of human rights abuses: they were accused of engaging in harassment,
               intimidation of opposition or anti-Gbagbo leaders, kidnappings, extortion, targeted
               killings, incitement to violence, hate speech, and even war crimes. Laurent Gbagbo
               and his die-hard party supporters disputed the 2010 presidential election results
               and refused to give up power to the internationally recognized winner, Alassane Ouattara.
               This intransigence revived the civil war until April 2011 when Gbagbo was arrested by Ouattara’s rebel forces with the help
               of the United Nations and French peacekeepers.
            

            
             Several prominent members of the party remain in custody; have been tried and convicted,
               such as former First Lady Simone Gbagbo; or are in the pipeline to be tried. Others are still on the run or are in exile
               in neighboring countries. Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé are both in The Hague facing trial at the International Criminal Court (ICC).
            

            
         

         
         	FRONT RÉPUBLICAIN

         
         	
            A short-lived tactical alliance formed in April 1995 between the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI), the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), and the Union des Forces Démocratique, itself a coalition of political parties, including the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT), the Parti pour le Progrès et la Solidarité (PPS), the Parti Libéral de Côte
               d’Ivoire (PLCI), and the Union Nationale des Démocrates (UND). They called for an
               “active boycott” of the presidential election because of what they perceived as lack
               of a level playing field. However, the PIT defied the boycott. The Front was dissolved
               in October, just before the presidential elections of that year.
            

            
         

         
         	FULA (FULANI, PEUL)

         
         	
            A pastoral people spread across the West African savanna. The Sahelian drought of
               the 1970s forced unprecedented numbers of Fulani to move south with their herds into
               Côte d’Ivoire. Although initially welcomed by the government because of their contribution
               to beef production, they soon came into conflict with the Senufo farmers of the northern region whose fields were damaged by their herds.
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         	GADEAU, GERMAIN COFFI

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	GAGNOA

         
         	
            The eighth-largest city and prefecture in south-central Côte d’Ivoire; it is a collection
               point for cocoa, coffee, and timber from the forest region for delivery to the port of San Pédro for export to the world market. It is also an important market center for bananas, rice, and yams for the Bété and Gagu peoples. Gagnoa is considered the regional heartland of the Bété people, and it was
               the site of a Bété uprising against the government in 1970 that was brutally suppressed.
               Metalworking is a traditional art among the local population, and there are bauxite
               deposits nearby. The town is home to the Ivoirian government’s first rural technical
               institute, established in 1961; it also has a labor court, a sawmill, and a model
               housing project. In addition to the presence of Protestant churches, it has also served
               as the seat of a Roman Catholic archdiocese since December 1994. Gagnoa has a football stadium that seats 20,000
               and is named for Victor Biaka Boda.
            

            
             The population grew from about 42,000 in 1975 to an estimated 91,000 in 1990. By 1998, the population
               had reached 107,124; in 2010, the population was estimated at just under 154,000.
               Prominent citizens of Gagnoa or nearby villages include ex-president Laurent Gbagbo; Charles Blé Goudé; Louis André Dacoury-Tabley; Monsignor Paul Dacoury-Tabley, bishop of Grand Bassam; Philippe Henry Dacoury-Tabley; and Kragbé Gnagbé.
            

            
         

         
         	GAGU (GAGOU, GBAN)

         
         	
            People of south-central Côte d’Ivoire thought to be the oldest resident group in the
               country. Early anthropological studies described them as shorter than neighboring
               groups, leading to speculation that they were a mixture of pygmoidal aborigines and
               later immigrants. Such practices as continued reliance on gathering as a supplement
               to agriculture and recent continued use of bark as material for clothing and bedding supported this
               supposition. The evidence of uniqueness is rapidly disappearing with assimilation
               into the Guro culture. Their language is Gban, although the first language of most Gagu is Guro. They number about 61,000.
               The vast majority of them, 85 percent, follow indigenous religions; of the 15 percent
               that are Christian, 60 percent are Roman Catholic, 20 percent are Protestant, and 20 percent attend independent churches.
            

            
         

         
         	GAUZE, GUY-ALAIN EMMANUEL (1952–)

         
         	
            Ambassador Gauze has had a distinguished career as a diplomat. He was a graduate of
               the University of Abidjan in 1976. From 1976 to 1978, he studied at the École Nationale d’Administration (ENA),
               focusing on diplomacy, finance and public accounts, international economic relations,
               administrative law, and diplomatic and consular practice. He finished first in his
               diplomacy class in 1978. Guy-Alain Gauze is also the recipient of a higher diploma
               in European studies in political science, economics, and community law from the Université
               de Louvain (Belgium).
            

            
             Ambassador Guy-Alain Gauze began his ministerial career at age 37 and served with
               distinction for 11 years as minister under both President Félix Houphouët-Boigny and Henri Konan Bédié. It was President Houphouët-Boigny who first appointed him minister delegate to the
               president, in charge of raw materials, then minister delegate to the prime minister
               Alassane Ouattara, still in charge of raw materials from 1989 to 1993. President Konan Bédié made him
               the substantive minister of raw materials from 1993 to 1998. He was responsible for
               agriculture sector negotiations and implementation of international agreements related
               to cocoa, coffee, cotton, and rubber, as well as the African, Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP)–EU protocols governing sugar, bananas, and other products. He was Côte d’Ivoire’s principal negotiator in the ACP-EU Lomé
               I–IV conventions from 1980 to 2000, and Cotonou in 2000. He was also responsible for
               monitoring commodity stock exchanges in London and New York. He was appointed minister
               of external trade in 1998, and from 2000 to 2002 he was ambassador extraordinary and
               plenipotentiary for BENELUX and the European Union. Then from 2006 to 2011, he was Côte d’Ivoire’s permanent representative to the United Nations and the World Trade Organization (WTO) in Geneva. In 1999, he was the chairman of
               the International Coffee Council. He has also chaired the International Cocoa Council
               and the Interafrican Coffee Organization and was the spokesperson for the 71 ACP countries
               on Lomé IV negotiations and for the ACP banana producers at the WTO. He was a governor
               of the Common Fund for Commodities and president of the sub-committee of sustainable
               development of the ACP countries. He is also the formal spokesperson of the Mwamba
               Family Foundation.
            

            
             Ambassador Alain-Guy Gauze has been called “Mr. Coffee-Cocoa” because of the pivotal
               role he has played all these years in managing the country’s two principal crops.
               He has been honored with the Commandeur de l’Ordre du Mérite Ivoirien (July 2002),
               the Commandeur de l’Ordre National de la République de Côte d’Ivoire, and the Comandeur
               de l’Ordre du Mérite Agricole Ivoirien (April 1998).
            

            
         

         
         	GBAGBO, LAURENT KOUDOU (1945–)

         
         	
            Academic, politician, and ex-president of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire. Laurent Koudou
               Gbagbo was a long-term political dissident, an implacable foe of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny and the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) regime, and the only opposition figure to contest the presidential election
               of 1990 against Houphouët-Boigny. He was born in the village of Mama, near Gagnoa, in the center-west of the country. A Bété, he was raised a Catholic and even attended St. Dominique Savio intermediate Catholic school in Gagnoa, graduating
               in June 1962. He received his high school diploma in 1965 from the Lycée Classique
               d’Abidjan-Cocody, then an undergraduate degree in history from the University of Abidjan in 1969, the same year he spent two weeks in jail for his political activities.
               Afterward, he earned a master’s degree in history at the University of Paris IV Sorbonne
               in 1970, followed by a doctorate in 1979 from the University of Paris VII Denis Diderot.
            

            
             Gbagbo embarked on an academic career at his alma mater, the Lycée Classique of Abidjan,
               teaching history and geography (1970–73); he then worked in the Education Department
               (1973–74); he landed a research position in the Institut d’Histoire, d’Art et d’Archaéologie
               Africaine (IHAAA) at the university from 1974 to 1977. He served as the institute’s
               director for two years (1980–82). He also lived in a parallel universe of trade union
               activism. He was arrested and imprisoned without trial in military camps in the northern
               cities of Bouaké and Séguéla from 31 March 1971 to January 1973. At the university, Gbagbo joined the anti-government
               teachers’ union, the Syndicat National de la Récherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (SYNARES), founded by Professor Francis Wodié, and he became very popular with the militant opposition. He also began his clandestine
               organizing of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) with a handful of other dissident intellectuals in 1982. Gbagbo circulated
               an unauthorized lecture he had been asked by anti-government student leaders to deliver
               on democracy and the advantages of a multi-party system. When the lecture was canceled
               by the university authorities, it sparked violent protest demonstrations on 9 February
               1982, leading to the closure of the university.
            

            
             Gbagbo went into self-imposed exile in France in order to continue, in his own words,
               “the struggle against the dictatorship of the PDCI” and to campaign for the restoration
               of multi-party politics. His reflections on the subject were published in La Côte d’Ivoire: Pour une alternative démocratique in 1983. Gbagbo wore out his welcome in France and was apparently pressured by the right-wing government of President Jacques Chirac
               to return to Côte d’Ivoire on 13 September 1988, following negotiations with the Ivoirian
               government. Gbagbo was brought before Houphouët-Boigny and his entire cabinet and
               lectured to, although it was also clear that the president had pardoned this unrepentant
               son when he said the “tree does not get angry with the bird.” Within weeks of his
               return, the FPI held its constitutive congress (19–20 November 1988) and elected Gbagbo
               as the party’s secretary general. He was the only opposition candidate to contest
               the October 1990 presidential election against incumbent President Houphouët-Boigny,
               officially polling 18.3 percent of the votes. Although unsuccessful in the presidential
               poll, Gbagbo was elected FPI deputy to the Assemblée Nationale from the Ouragahio constituency in the department of Gagnoa.
            

            
             During May 1991 and February 1992, there were serious student disturbances in Abidjan.
               In February 1992, during the absence of President Houphouët-Boigny, Prime Minister
               Alassane Ouattara had Laurent Gbagbo arrested and sentenced on 6 March to two years in prison, but
               he received a pardon from the president in August of the same year. Gbagbo’s quarrel
               with the regime continued even after Henri Konan Bédié assumed the presidency following the death of Houphouët-Boigny. Gbagbo joined other
               opposition leaders in forming a united Front Républicain against the first post-Houphouët presidential elections held in 1995 because of alleged
               abuse of power by President Konan Bédié and the lack of a level playing field. By
               contrast, he participated fully in the October 2000 presidential elections even though
               other major political rivals such as Ouattara, Konan Bédié, and others had been excluded.
            

            
             Laurent Gbagbo emerged victorious at the polls and rallied his supporters against
               the attempt by General Guéï to steal the election. He was sworn in as president on 26 October 2000, effectively
               ending the PDCI stranglehold on Ivoirian politics. However, under Gbagbo’s presidency,
               the country experienced considerable instability, partly because he followed in the
               ivoirité footsteps of Bédié and Guéï; his regime was accused of unleashing police repression
               and harassment against northerners and perceived Muslim sympathizers of Ouattara.
            

            
             Still, it was a surprise when, on 19 September 2002, an attempted coup against Gbagbo’s government failed but the rebellious soldiers were able to take effective
               control of Bouaké and Korhogo, with Bouaké serving as rebel headquarters. The resultant civil war effectively partitioned the country into a rebel-held north and a government-controlled
               south. The search for a durable peace proved elusive. Gbagbo’s original mandate expired
               on 30 October 2005, but the violence and lack of disarmament forced elections to be
               postponed several times and Gbagbo’s mandate was extended. However, in March 2007
               an agreement was reached with the rebel movement in Ouagadougou under which Guillaume Soro became prime minister.
            

            
             The Ouagadougou Political Agreement paved the way for the eventual holding of presidential elections on 31 October 2010.
               While Gbagbo won the first round with 38 percent of the votes, he was forced into
               a runoff with Alassane Ouattara on 28 November 2010. An election expected to resolve
               the political quagmire and return the country to the path of peace and prosperity
               instead produced two presidents, two competing governments, and a short-lived second
               civil war. The Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI) declared Ouattara the winner, a verdict supported by the international community.
               However, backed by the president of the Conseil Constitutionnel, Gbagbo disputed the
               results and refused to hand over power. All attempts by the international community
               to get him to step down were rebuffed.
            

            
             His dogged refusal reignited the civil war for a brief period until forces loyal
               to Ouattara, backed by the United Nations and French Licorne forces, captured him and about 60 members of his extended family,
               including son Michel and wife Simone, on 11 April 2011. He was detained in the northern city of Korhogo for about seven
               months before being transferred to The Hague on 30 November to stand trial at the
               International Criminal Court (ICC) on four counts of crimes against humanity as an “indirect co-perpetrator” of
               murder, rape, persecution, and other inhumane acts. He and the former First Lady Simone
               became born-again Evangelical Christians; they belong to a church with close ties
               to the United States Republican senator of Oklahoma, Mr. James Inhofe.
            

            
         

         
         	GBAGBO, MICHEL KOUDOU (1969–)

         
         	
            A social psychologist and poet, he is the son of ex-president Laurent Gbagbo and Madame Jacqueline Chamois, a French national and Gbagbo’s ex-wife. Born in Lyon,
               Michel Gbagbo attended primary school in Côte d’Ivoire before returning to Lyon for
               his middle and high school education. He received his high school diploma in 1990
               and enrolled in the University of Abidjan. After graduation, he worked in France briefly, then returned to Côte d’Ivoire to follow in his father’s footsteps in a
               teaching career. In 2007, Michel Gbagbo defended his doctoral dissertation in social
               psychology. He taught psychology in the department of criminology at the University
               of Abidjan.
            

            
             For the most part, Michel Gbagbo is quite reserved; he did not get actively involved
               in his father’s political activities. However, he was a member of Jeunesse du Front Populaire Ivoirien (JFPI). And he was detained in February 1992 when he went to visit his father who
               was then in jail. This time he was arrested along with his father and several family
               members on 11 April 2011 and brought to the Golf Hotel visibly roughed up; he was
               bleeding from some kind of stab wound at the back of his neck. He was transferred
               to the northern city of Bouna and kept under what he calls degrading and inhumane conditions. He was freed on bail
               at the beginning of August 2013 along with 13 Gbagbo loyalists, including Pascal Affi N’Guessan. He and other Gbagbo associates have since been charged with taking part in an armed
               insurrection, attacks on national defense, plotting against the authority of the state,
               setting up armed groups, and rebellion. Michel Gbagbo says he does not hate anyone
               and he wants to work for reconciliation and the release of his parents and other party
               detainees.
            

            
         

         
         	GBAGBO, SIMONE EHIVET (1949–)

         
         	
            Academic, political activist, and former First Lady of Côte d’Ivoire. She was born
               Simone Ehivet in Moossou, Grand Bassam. Her father was a local police officer, which may partly explain her toughness. She
               has been nicknamed the “Iron Lady” by the Ivoirian press. She trained as a historian
               and is the holder of a doctorate degree in oral literature. Simone Gbagbo was actively
               engaged in trade union militancy and was imprisoned several times during the struggle
               for political openness. She participated in the 1982 teachers’ strike and helped found
               the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) as an underground political movement. She and her future husband Laurent Gbagbo continued their activism after multi-partyism was installed in the 1990s. She was
               arrested and beaten for allegedly inciting violence on 18 February 1992; she had to
               be taken to the hospital for medical attention before her detention. She was sentenced
               to a year’s imprisonment but was released after serving half the time.
            

            
             Simone Gbagbo was elected the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) deputy of Abobo to the Assemblée Nationale in 1996 and reelected in December 2000. During her time, she was president of the
               FPI parliamentary caucus and vice president of the party. She was uncompromising with
               the opposition and was linked to death squads when she and her husband were in power.
               In July 2008 and April 2009, Simone Gbagbo was questioned by French judicial authorities
               in connection with the April 2004 disappearance of French-Canadian journalist Guy-André
               Kieffer who was researching a story about corruption in the cocoa industry.
            

            
             Former First Lady Simone Gbagbo was arrested on 11 April 2011 in the company of her
               husband Laurent Gbagbo and other members of the family in a bunker in the presidential
               palace. She was placed under house arrest in the isolated northern town of Odienné until she was returned to Abidjan on 2 December 2014, nearly three years later, to
               stand trial for her alleged role in post-election violence that killed at least 3,000
               people and displaced more than half a million.
            

            
             Simone Gbagbo is a born-again Evangelical Christian who apparently believes that
               God had ordained her husband to rule Côte d’Ivoire. She belongs to a church with close
               ties to the United States Republican senator of Oklahoma, Mr. James Inhofe. Simone
               is the first woman to be indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague. She is wanted on four counts of crimes against humanity, murder,
               rape and other sexual violence, persecution, and other inhuman acts allegedly committed
               in the context of the post-electoral violence in Côte d’Ivoire between 16 December
               2010 and 11 April 2011. However, the government of Côte d’Ivoire has so far refused
               to hand her over to the ICC, preferring to try her at home in Abidjan. Indeed, her
               trial opened in Abidjan on 26 December 2014. She has since been given a 20-year prison
               sentence.
            

            
         

         
         	GBAN (GAN)

         
         	
            People living near the town of Oumé, in the Fromager region, estimated to number 61,000
               spread among some 40 villages, about 15 percent of whom, according to the Joshua Project,
               are Christian. They are sometimes identified as Gagu.
            

            
         

         
         	GERVAIS, JEAN-MARIE KACOU (1938–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian career diplomat and former cabinet minister. Jean-Maire Kacou Gervais was
               born in Sassandra where he attended primary school; he continued his education at the Collège Moderne
               Catholique de Daloa, then high school in the Lycée de Bouaké. He is a graduate of the École Nationale d’Administration (ENA) (1967–69), the Institut
               des Hautes Études d’Outre-mer (IHEOM) in Paris, and the Institut d’Étude Politique
               (Sciences Po Paris, 1971–74).
            

            
             Jean-Marie Gervais joined the Ivoirian Ministry of Foreign Affairs right after school
               in September 1962 and rose rapidly through the ranks of the diplomatic service. From
               1962 to 1964, he was an attaché in the Ivoirian embassy in Belgium, the Netherlands,
               and Luxembourg and the European Economic Community (EEC), followed by an attachment to the embassy in Great Britain and Denmark (1964–66)
               and to the United Nations in New York (1966–67). He also served in the consular section of the embassy of Côte
               d’Ivoire in Japan and China (1969–71), then as deputy director of consular services
               in the same two countries from 1974 to 1976. In June 1976, Jean-Marie Gervais was
               named the permanent representative of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Caisse de Stabilisation (Caistab) to the Organisation Africaine et Malgache Café Côte d’Ivoire (OAMCAF) at
               the Organisation Internationale du Café et du Cacao (ICC) in London. He served in
               this new role until June 1982 when he was named ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary
               of Côte d’Ivoire to Angola.
            

            
             After a decade in Angola, on 9 September 1992, Jean-Marie Gervais was named the permanent
               representative of Côte d’Ivoire to the United Nations (UN). At the UN, he was elected
               first vice president of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1995 and president
               of ECOSOC in 1996. From September 1996 until February 2000, he was Côte d’Ivoire’s
               ambassador to France. He capped off this extraordinary diplomatic career with his appointment as minister
               of foreign affairs and African integration from 4 March until 2 June 2011, succeeded
               by Daniel Kablan Duncan.
            

            
             While he is retired from the diplomatic service, he is still engaged in the associational
               and political life of his country. He is former secretary general of the Association
               des Ambassadeurs de Côte d’Ivoire à la Retraite (AACIR) and secretary general of observatory
               of elections in Africa. He is also a member of the Bureau Politique of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and a member of the secretariat in charge of the external relations of the
               PDCI. His awards include Commandeur de l’Ordre National de Côte d’Ivoire, Grand Officier
               de Mérite Français, and Commandeur de l’Ordre du Bélier du PDCI.
            

            
         

         
         	GERVAIS, JEANNE (1922–2012)

         
         	
            The first woman to be named minister in an Ivoirian government, she passed away in Abidjan on 9 December 2012 at the age of 90. She was born Jeanne Ahou Siefer-N’Dri in Grand Bassam to a French father and a Baule mother, N’Gban d’Ahérémou. A graduate of the prestigious École Normale Supérieur
               de Saint-Cloud in the suburb of Paris, she became a school principal and served as
               inspector of primary schools. Jeanne Gervais participated in the pre-independence
               women’s march on Grand Bassam and was one of the first three women elected to the Assemblée Nationale just after independence. She was a deputy in the Assemblée Nationale from 1965 to
               1980. She was minister of women’s affairs from 1976 to 1983, the first president of
               the Association des Femmes Ivoirienne (AFI), and a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). She was nationally decorated on 24 May 2012 as Grande Officier de l’Ordre
               National.
            

            
         

         
         	GHANA, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Formerly the Gold Coast, Ghana gained its independence on 6 March 1957, the first
               black African country to do so. Its founding father, Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, was
               a leading pan-Africanist who committed the new country to the total liberation of
               the rest of the continent. Relations with Ghana have oscillated between hostility
               and good-neighborliness. Kwame Nkrumah’s unwavering commitment to African liberation
               and continental unity and his willingness to commit material resources to advance
               those causes—even to the point of subverting neo-colonial regimes like that of Félix Houphouët-Boigny—ensured that relations would be anything but cordial. The mutual antipathy between
               the two leaders was reflected in the famous “West African Wager.” The relationship
               deteriorated sharply in January 1959 following violent clashes between Ivoirian forces
               and the Sanwi who were demanding territorial autonomy. Nana Amon Ndouffou III, the Sanwi king,
               fled with his subjects to Ghana where they were given political asylum. Abidjan then accused Nkrumah of raising the irredentist flag when the Sanwi government-in-exile
               demanded integration with Ghana.
            

            
             The relationship between the two countries was further strained when Jean-Baptiste Mockey, an ethnic Nzima like Nkrumah, was arrested in 1963, along with others, and accused of plotting to
               overthrow the government. The Ghanaian ambassador in Abidjan was accused of complicity,
               declared a persona non grata (PNG), and asked to leave. The Ivoirian government waged
               a proxy campaign of vilification of Nkrumah through the Entente member states. Houphouët-Boigny exerted additional pressure on Nkrumah by demanding
               a boycott of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) summit scheduled for 1965 in
               Accra.
            

            
             The overthrow of Nkrumah in February 1966 removed a major irritant in the relationship.
               Abidjan signaled its approval of the coup by promptly recognizing the National Liberation
               Council (NLC). Indeed, relations improved with the military regime (1966–69) and the
               subsequent Progress Party (PP) civilian administration of Prime Minister Kofi A. Busia
               (1969–72), whose social background and ideological preferences came closest to Houphouët-Boigny’s
               own. Busia was reported to have benefited from logistical support from Abidjan during
               the elections that brought him to power in 1969. The change in relationship from Kwame
               Nkrumah to Kofi Busia was signaled by the Ghana–Côte d’Ivoire Friendship Treaty of
               1970. It is not surprising that Kofi Busia was one of the few African leaders to give
               at least tacit support to President Houphouët-Boigny’s impossible dialogue overture to apartheid South Africa. All the same, there were plenty of other challenges
               for the two countries to address. A scheduled official visit to Abidjan was postponed
               because of a border skirmish that killed a Ghanaian security officer and wounded another.
            

            
             The promise of friendship and cordial relations between the two countries was short-circuited
               by the military coup that toppled the Busia regime in January 1972. General Ignatius
               Kutu Acheampong’s ascendancy and revival of radical rhetoric on a host of continental
               issues, reminiscent of the Nkrumah era, strained relations again. And, again, when
               the military regime veered from its radical course three years later, the relationship
               improved again. But that, too, was short-lived because the far more radical Flight
               Lieutenant Jerry John Rawlings and his Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) overthrew
               General Acheampong in June 1979. After a short interregnum by a civilian government
               led by former diplomat Dr. Hilla Limann (September 1979–31 December 1981), Jerry Rawlings
               would return as leader of the Provisional National Defense Council (PNDC) for a more
               extended stay in office from 31 December 1981 to 7 January 2001. Côte d’Ivoire viewed
               Jerry Rawlings with a mixture of contempt and wariness. When Jerry Rawlings and Thomas
               Sankara of Upper Volta (Burkina Faso) began fraternizing with Libya’s Muammar el-Qadaffi in the mid-1980s, old insecurities
               were revived in Abidjan, resulting in yet more tense relations between the two countries.
               In 1984, Ghana accused Côte d’Ivoire of allowing Ghanaian dissidents to use its territory
               as a base from which to carry out acts of sabotage against the government, and of
               harboring political fugitives who were wanted for crimes in Ghana. In November 1987,
               Ghana condemned Côte d’Ivoire for a host of perceived perfidies: the granting of landing
               rights to South African Airways and military aircraft, the championing of the Israeli
               cause in Africa, undermining the OAU, deliberate attempts to isolate the Sankara-led
               Burkina Faso in West African councils, and permitting the use of Abidjan as a listening
               post by Israeli, South African, and Western intelligence services.
            

            
             Remarkably, relations between Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire improved significantly after
               1988. After 15 years of little progress, the Ghana–Côte d’Ivoire Border Redemarcation
               Commission finally agreed on the definition of the 640-kilometer border between the
               two countries in 1989. The PNDC thereafter worked to improve the transportation and
               communication links with both Côte d’Ivoire and Togo. By 1992, relations between the
               two countries were actually relatively good. However, hopes for lasting improvement
               in Côte d’Ivoire’s relations with Ghana were quickly dashed by some ugly incidents
               in 1993 and early 1994. In February 1993, military aircraft belonging to the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) peacekeeping mission in Liberia (ECOMOG) struck the Danane region of Côte d’Ivoire. As one of the two leading troop
               contributors, Ghana incurred the ire of Côte d’Ivoire. Then relations really deteriorated
               over a championship soccer match at the Kumasi sports stadium on 1 November 1993 that
               resulted in the elimination of Côte d’Ivoire from competition. Returning sports fans
               violently attacked Ghanaian immigrants in Côte d’Ivoire, and as many as 40 or more
               Ghanaians were killed. Scores of Ghanaians lost their property as they fled for their
               lives. Some 1,000 homes and businesses were looted. More than 10,000 Ghanaians living
               in Côte d’Ivoire had to be evacuated by the Ghanaian government; another 30,000 or
               so Ghanaians were reported to have sought refuge in the Ghanaian and other friendly
               embassies. In the end, these difficulties were not allowed to push the two countries
               toward any major confrontation, partly because both sides recognized they would have
               too much to lose. A 20-member joint commission (10 from each country) was established
               to investigate the attacks, to recommend compensation for victims, and to find ways
               of avoiding similar incidents in the future. In October 1994, the two nations resumed
               soccer matches after a Togolese delegation helped smooth relations between them.
            

            
             Although Ghana benefited from the crisis next door with the rerouting of import-export
               traffic through Ghana’s ports, from the onset of the Ivoirian crisis in 2000, President
               John Agyekum Kufuor was very supportive of the national reconciliation process in
               Abidjan. He underscored this support by attending the opening session of the reconciliation
               forum in October 2001. This support was maintained following the attempted coup of September 2002, and Ghana became a member of the ECOWAS Contact Group on Côte
               d’Ivoire. It also agreed to commit a small contingent of peacekeeping troops under
               ECOWAS auspices, and these were stationed around Bondoukou, just west of the common border. The outbreak of hostilities carried the potential
               for further attacks on Ghanaian residents, for a flood of refugees into Ghana, and
               even for a spillover of the armed conflict into Ghana itself. None of these had actually
               occurred by mid-2003, but the potential dangers were highlighted by accusations made
               by the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire (MPCI) in November 2002 that the Ghanaian government had assisted Ivoirian government
               troops in attacking them. These accusations were fortunately later withdrawn.
            

            
             As chairman of ECOWAS from 31 January 2003 to 19 January 2005, President Kufuor made
               several visits to Abidjan for consultations with all the stakeholders. He used his
               good offices to jump-start negotiations when the rebels withdrew from the government
               of national unity. His successor, President John Atta Mills, followed his footsteps.
               He held talks with President Laurent Gbagbo on the peace process and bilateral cooperation between the two brotherly countries
               in Yamoussoukro on 7 April 2009. They also discussed the new tensions that were being fueled by Ghana’s
               offshore oil find close to their mutual border. The two leaders agreed not to allow
               the maritime border dispute to destroy the brotherly relations between their two countries.
            

            
             Nevertheless, in 2010, Côte d’Ivoire petitioned the UN to complete the demarcation
               of the Ivoirian maritime boundary with Ghana. This occurred just days after the American
               exploration firm Vanco discovered oil in the Dzata-1 deepwater well. The timing of
               the petition attracted considerable media attention in Accra. Some Ghanaian newspapers
               claimed that the petition was an attempted oil grab by Côte d’Ivoire. Ghana responded
               by passing the Ghana Boundary Commission Bill. This legislative instrument established
               a commission to undertake negotiations in order to determine the country’s land and
               maritime boundaries. The Boundary Commission held a meeting with the Ivoirian delegation
               led by Désiré Assegnini Tagro, the interior minister, at the end of April. The two sides negotiated the delimitations
               according to international law. The results of the fourth meeting were not announced.
               The presidents met at the Presidential Palace in Abidjan on 15 July 2010 and discussed
               the boundary dispute, among other bilateral issues. It is clear both countries would
               like to resolve the dispute peacefully. Both countries had previously submitted routine
               documents to the UN Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf in April–May
               2009. They have since turned the issue over to the United Nations.
            

            
             In the meantime, since the disputed presidential election and the post-election crisis,
               Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire have faced a different order and magnitude of challenges.
               In January 2011, President John Atta Mills ruled out any possibility that Ghana might
               participate in an ECOWAS intervention force to kick out Laurent Gbagbo. While this
               was certainly good news for Gbagbo, it did not endear Atta Mills to the Ouattara camp.
               Meanwhile, the crisis degenerated into renewed civil war and created a flood of refugees.
               By October 2011, there were some 18,000 Ivoirian refugees in Ghana, according to the
               United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The UNHCR negotiated a repatriation
               agreement with the authorities. As of December 2013, the UNHCR put the number still
               remaining in Ghana at 9,800. But the crisis also produced a number of prominent exiles
               and political dissidents, many of whom belonged to the patriotic galaxy, when the
               Gbagbo regime fell in April 2011. These die-hard Gbagbo loyalists among the exiles
               were unabashedly committed to the overthrow of President Alassane Ouattara and the reinstatement of Laurent Gbagbo. Ivoirian security was also actively hunting
               them down. It issued arrest warrants for the ones that posed a real security threat.
               On a state visit to Abidjan on 5 September 2012, Ghana’s new president, John Dramani
               Mahama, reassured the Ivoirian government that Ghana would not allow its territory
               to be used to destabilize Côte d’Ivoire. On 21 September 2012, Côte d’Ivoire closed
               its land, air, and maritime borders with Ghana because of an attack on an army checkpoint
               in the border town of Noé that Defense Minister Paul Koffi Koffi blamed on “armed
               elements from Ghana.” While the ban on flights between the two countries lasted only
               a few days (until 24 September), the land border remained closed until 8 October 2012.
               The border closure was a major inconvenience with regional implications because it
               blocked the main transport artery along the Gulf of Guinea from Abidjan to Lagos.
            

            
             Meanwhile, Abidjan did issue a proper international arrest warrant for Justin Koné Katinan, former minister of state and Gbagbo aide. Though the Ghanaian authorities arrested
               him, he was released on bail in September 2012, much to the displeasure of the Ivoirian
               government. After months of hearing testimony regarding the extradition request, the
               Osu (Accra) district court stayed his extradition on 30 August 2013, much to the delight
               and relief of Justin Katinan and his lawyers. He gets to stay in Ghana as a registered
               political refugee, again, much to the dismay of Abidjan. On the other hand, on 17
               January 2013, the Ghanaian authorities arrested Charles Blé Goudé, one of Abidjan’s most wanted men, and extradited him to Abidjan. But Ghana was also
               irritated by Ivoirian attempts to infiltrate special agents to kidnap and/or assassinate
               Gbagbo supporters, in violation of Ghana’s sovereignty. In December, Ghana made the
               accusation public. Naturally, Côte d’Ivoire denied the accusation.
            

            
             Finally, Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire have had high-level cooperation on the cocoa issue. On 30 January 2012, Massandjé Touré-Litsé led a 10-member delegation, including the minister of agriculture, Mamadou Sangafowa Coulibaly, to Ghana to meet their counterparts on the Ghana Cocobod. The working visit was
               depicted as a reflection of the common vision of the two presidents, Alassane Ouattara
               and Atta Mills, to strengthen the economies of the two countries via cocoa production,
               to take care of their farmers so that they can benefit from their hard work, and to
               improve the international cocoa price. In the same spirit of cooperation, a border
               Information Center was opened in Noé, on the border between Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire,
               on 23 May 2013. The transport ministers of Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire joined then U.S.
               ambassador of Côte d’Ivoire, Phillip Carter III, and U.S. ambassador to Ghana, Gene
               Cretz, to formally open the center. The center is designed to provide practical information
               to traders where they need it most—at the border.
            

            
         

         
         	GNANGNI, DANIEL (1950–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian engineer and administrator. Daniel Gnangni was born in Grand Lahou and graduated from the École Polytechnique de Montréal, Canada, in geophysical engineering.
               He also attended the École Nationale d’Administration Publique in Canada. He joined
               Petroci, the national oil company, in 1979 as a geophysicist. He held several important
               positions in the organization including head of geology, head of a project for the
               promotion of oil blocks, director of exploration, and adviser to the director general.
               From 1987 to 1993, he was chief of staff to the minister of mines, industry, and energy,
               Yed Esaie Angora. He was technical adviser to the director general from 2001 to 2005.
               He also served as a consultant to the director general of Edison International Côte
               d’Ivoire from 1 January 2006 to December 2010.
            

            
             Daniel Gnangni was appointed director general of Petroci on 17 December 2010 and
               confirmed in the position by Adama Toungara, then minister of mines, oil, and energy. He is expected to put in place the necessary
               measures to intensify exploration so as to significantly increase production in the
               country. His task is to ensure that oil companies increase exploration and drilling
               offshore after output more than halved to about 300,000 barrels a day because of technical
               problems. Daniel Gnangni has been decorated with the Commander of the Ordre du Mérite
               des Mines in 1989 and Commander of the Ordre du Mérite des Postes et Télécommunication.
            

            
         

         
         	GNOLEBA, MAURICE SERY

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	GNONSOA, ANGÈLE (1941–)

         
         	
            Academic and political activist. Angèle Gnonsoa is an anthropologist and professor
               at the University of Abidjan-Cocody. She began to engage in political activism while she was studying in France. From
               the beginning of the struggle of university professors for a return to multi-partyism
               in Côte d’Ivoire, she collaborated with Professor Francis Wodié. As such, she participated in the founding of the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT) in 1990 and served as second national secretary and, later, first vice president
               of the party. She was given one of the two appointments the party was assigned in
               the government of national reconciliation led by Prime Minister Seydou Elimane Diarra following the Linas-Marcoussis agreement. She served as minister of the environment.
            

            
             Angèle Gnonsoa and Francis Wodié had a falling-out following the first round of the
               presidential election in October 2010. At a meeting presided over by Francis Wodié, and with his strong
               support, the Central Committee of the party decided by a narrow margin to support
               Alassane Ouattara during the second round of voting. Angèle Gnonsoa was vehemently opposed to the decision.
               Angèle Gnonsoa could not see how a leftist party could hitch its tent to Alassane
               Ouattara and his center-right coalition harboring rebels that had caused so much death
               and destruction. The party was split over the decision, and it led to the resignation
               of Francis Wodié. Angèle Gnonsoa opted to support Laurent Gbagbo. Indeed, following the disputed election, she was brought into the government formed
               by Prime Minister Gilbert N’Gbo Ake as minister of technical education. She is one of the Gbagbo loyalists who were arrested
               and, although out of jail, are not out of the political woods yet. They face prosecution.
               Angèle Gnonsoa is best known for her scholarly work in oral history, especially her
               work on the place of masks in Wè society.
            

            
         

         
         	GODIE

         
         	
            A people of the Kru ethnic cluster, closely related to the Dida (and sometimes included with them), centered in southeast Côte d’Ivoire around the
               town of Lakota. The term “Godie” comes from “chimpanzee-panther,” a name given to
               them by the neighboring Neyo. In 1975, there were 17,500 self-identified Godie in
               the country. The Joshua Project puts the current population at 39,200, 55 percent of whom are Christian. Among Christians, 50 percent are Protestant,
               20 percent are Catholic, and 30 percent belong to independent churches. Nine percent
               of the population is considered Evangelical.
            

            
         

         
         	GOLD

         
         	
            This precious mineral was mined in Côte d’Ivoire and traded at the Niger River for
               centuries. Arab documents refer to the gold trade in the old empires of Ghana and
               Mali between the 9th and 16th centuries. Akan place names including sika (Sikassué, Assikasso) mark sites of traditional mining. Gold export direct to Europe began in the 17th
               century, at first largely through the Nzima people.
            

            
             Gold has great importance in the symbolism of Akan-culture chieftaincies and as a
               general cultural symbol for wealth and riches. It was mined in Côte d’Ivoire near
               Toumodi, at Kokumbo. The first European mining concession was granted in 1895; the competition for concessions
               ended about 1910, when all the most likely territories had been allotted, with disappointing
               results. In 1984, the state-owned Société d’État pour le Développement Minier de Côte
               d’Ivoire (SODEMI) teamed up with French mining company COMINOR to form the Société
               Minière d’Ity (SMI) to exploit an open-pit gold mine in Zouen-Hounien in the west.
               Then in 1992, a Canadian company started an open-pit mining operation at Anuiri in
               the southeast, with an annual production rate of 38,000 ounces. It was reported in
               January 2014 that, with government encouragement, Didier Drogba paid $74 million to acquire a 5 percent interest in the SMI. There is artisanal gold
               mining in Angovia that has periodically produced violence between indigenous residents
               and prospectors from outside the area, mainly northerners. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	GOLDWEIGHTS

         
         	
            Small objects cast in bronze or brass used among Akan-speaking peoples to measure the weight of gold dust, a traditional medium of exchange. These goldweights were cast in an extremely
               wide variety of forms: human, animal, and as utensils and carved boxes. They are now
               highly prized objects of art.
            

            
         

         
         	GOLI (GORI)

         
         	
            Ethnic group identified by Maurice Delafosse as living between the White Bandama and the Fa River, but having been completely
               integrated into the immigrant Baule-Warébo culture in the pre-colonial period.
            

            
         

         
         	GOLY KOUASSI, MICHEL (1932–1990)

         
         	
            Minister of construction and town planning from 1966 to 1970. Goly Kouassi studied
               architecture in Paris and, in 1964, became secretary of state in the Ministry of Construction
               and Town Planning. He was the deputy of Tiébissou and vice president of the Assemblée Nationale from 1980 until he passed away.
            

            
         

         
         	GONFREVILLE

         
         	
            Cotton textile mill established by Robert Gonfreville, a Frenchman, at Bouaké in 1919. It was the first mill of its kind in French West Africa, and it grew into
               the present textile complex of the same name but was taken over by a large French
               textile company and foreign banks. Thanks to the Filature Tissage Gonfreville (FTG),
               Côte d’Ivoire displaced Senegal as the leading textile manufacturer in francophone
               West Africa. In its heyday in the 1980s, the FTG was one of the largest employers
               in Bouaké. It supplied buyers from France and Italy with the 15 tons of thread and 750,000 meters of cloth produced daily.
               It was generating close to $3 million in sales a month and employed 3,000 workers.
               It had a good reputation for making quality table linens and good prospects for attracting
               new clients. Since the political crisis of September 2002, the clientele has dried
               up, and the company barely produces 3.5 tons of thread. Its only market consists of
               the Lebanese traders in Abidjan.
            

            
         

         
         	GOORE, CHARLES KADER (1969–)

         
         	
            A very successful Ivoirian businessman until the post-election crisis put his business
               group under the microscope of the new Alassane Ouattara government. He is founder and chief executive officer (CEO) of CKG Holdings. He was
               an ally of ex-president Laurent Gbagbo and even ran his reelection campaign in Bédiala in the center-west of the country.
               His business holdings thrived under his mentor Gbagbo. He fled the country after Gbagbo’s
               resistance crumbled, and he was arrested on 11 April 2011. He returned home in October
               2011, seeking to play a major role in the economic recovery of his country. Charles
               Goore was named representative of PAIPE (Oman) on 2 May 2012, but he has had to deal
               with some legal trouble. On 2 June 2012, he was arrested by the criminal police (formerly
               judicial), and on 13 April 2014, he was prevented from returning home because the
               Ivoirian embassy in Accra, Ghana, would not renew his passport.
            

            
             The CKG Group is involved in agriculture, security, logistics, and travel. It operates
               SN Chocodi, the Abidjan-based processing plant bought from Barry Callebaut AG in 2008.
               The CKG Group is in talks to invest $500 million in a power project in Ghana in partnership
               with Polish business interests. It was reported on 23 May 2014 that CKG is planning
               a $150 million cocoa factory in Oman to process 50,000 metric tons of cocoa beans a year. The factory
               is scheduled to open by the end of 2015. Charles Goore says that the factory will
               enable his company to supply the markets of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
               and the entire Middle East region where there is a big potential. He plans to source
               the beans from Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana.
            

            
         

         
         	GOUIN (CIRAMBA OR CERMA)

         
         	
            Numerically very small Voltaic (Burkinabè) ethnic group in southwest Burkina Faso, with a population of about 2,700 spilling over into about 10 villages in Côte d’Ivoire north of Ferkessédougou. They belong to the Gur ethnic cluster. With the main highway linking Côte d’Ivoire to Burkina Faso running
               through their traditional territory, the Gouin have a tendency to follow the road
               to urban centers, where a large percentage resides. Those who remain behind are mostly
               engaged in subsistence farming, sustained by a long rainy season in the area. The
               farmers sell surplus crops, and some women sell baskets, pottery, and shea nuts to
               earn income. The Gouin have an interesting social and family structure: they often
               farm fields collectively and work to the accompaniment of a balafon player who sends messages through his music to spur the workers on. Also, like the
               Akan, the maternal uncle wields great authority in the family. Surprisingly, despite their
               location, the majority of Gouin practice ethnic religions (81 percent); 11 percent
               are Christian; 50 percent of Christians are Roman Catholic and 20 percent Protestant. Thirty percent of Christians belong to independent churches. Only 8 percent practice
               Islam. While the Gouin know Dyula, the local language, quite well, they cling to their mother tongue, Cerma.
            

            
         

         
         	GOUR (GUR)

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	GOURO

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	GRAH, MATURIN KADJA (1932–2011)

         
         	
            A professional civil engineer by profession, he was a member of the Political Bureau
               of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Grah is an Alladian; he received his teaching certificate in Paris in 1962 and an engineer’s diploma
               from the National School of Bridges and Roads in Paris in 1964. From 1965 to 1967,
               he served as regional director, and from 1967 to 1970 as director general of public
               works. He was minister of public works and transportation from 1970 to 1974.
            

            
         

         
         	GRAND BASSAM

         
         	
            A historic coastal town located on the Atlantic Ocean just about 32 kilometers from
               Abidjan. It was the first colonial capital of Côte d’Ivoire, from 1895 to 1900. Established
               in 1842 as a commercial site under the protection of Fort Nemours, the city was devastated
               by a combined epidemic of plague and yellow fever in August 1899. It is estimated
               that two-thirds of the European population died, and many others fled. A new, more
               ventilated site for a capital was chosen, at Bingerville, but a wharf was constructed in 1901 that kept Grand Bassam alive economically: for
               30 years, goods landed there and were transported to Abidjan via the Ebrié Lagoon. However, with the construction of the port of Abidjan and its railhead (extended
               to the coast in the early 1930s at Port-Bouët), major economic activity gradually came to an end in Grand Bassam. The wharf there
               was finally closed in 1951, when the Vridi Canal opened at Abidjan.
            

            
             Grand Bassam is the main city of the department of the same name. It is divided into
               two halves by the Ebrié Lagoon. Ancient Bassam is the old French colonial settlement
               area, facing the Gulf of Guinea. It features the grand colonial buildings, some of
               which, like the governor’s palace, have been restored. Nouveau Bassam is linked to
               the old Bassam by a bridge over the lagoon and lies on the inland side of the lagoon.
               Old Basam, which was originally the African servants’ quarter, is now the main commercial
               center of town.
            

            
             For a while, Grand Bassam looked deserted and resembled a ghost town. However, from
               the late 1970s, the city began to experience a revival. It became a favorite weekend
               getaway for Europeans and middle-class residents of Abidjan. The future looks even
               brighter now that a four-lane motorway approved by President Alassane Ouattara to link Abidjan and Grand Bassam has been completed, and several new residential
               quarters are being created between the town and the international airport. Not surprisingly,
               the city has now grown to a population of about 74,000.
            

            
             The National Office for Artisanship and Art has established a cooperative of craftsmen in downtown Grand Bassam, with the various
               ethnic groups of the country represented; the artisans explain their work and sell it at marked
               prices. In addition, a mile-long strip of shops is located on the outskirt of Bassam
               where African carvings, carved beds, tables, chests of drawers and other furniture,
               leather goods, jewelry, tie-dye, and wax print are sold, and where buyers and the
               sellers usually haggle over prices.
            

            
             On 3 July 2012, this historic town became a United Nations Educational, Scientific,
               and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) world heritage site. It is the home of the National
               Museum of Costume; the seat of the Catholic diocese of Grand Bassam, with its Cathédrale
               Sacré Coeur; and the site of a relatively new private university, the Université Internationale de Grand-Bassam (UIGB), established in partnership
               with Georgia State University in the United States. The Center for Architectural and
               Urban Research at the University of Abidjan was charged with developing a recently
               completed plan for the restoration of Grand Bassam. Two of the city’s most prominent
               sons are the late Jean-Baptiste Mockey and Meiway.
            

            
         

         
         	GRAND LAHOU

         
         	
            Historical port city on the central Ivoirian coast at the mouth of the Bandama River; it is located on a narrow barrier island that is under constant threat of high tides
               and lagoon flooding. It was first mentioned by a European in a 1698 narrative and
               appeared on a 1729 French map. In 1787, a treaty was signed between Louis XVI and
               the chief of the Brignan (Avikam). Fleuriot de Langle concluded a series of treaties
               there on behalf of France from 1844 to 1868; however, there was no permanent European presence until commercial
               houses were built in 1890, followed by a military post in 1892. Grand Lahou took on
               some importance in the European trade of the mid-19th century, exporting slaves, ivory,
               and gold from the interior. This trade was augmented by the export of rubber from Tiassale, and by 1904 Grand Lahou was described as the most important port in the colony and
               was the colonial administrative center of the cercle of Lahou.
            

            
             With the replacement of wild by plantation-grown rubber, this trade role was diminished.
               As palm oil replaced rubber and luxury exports in importance, Grand Lahou fell into obscurity.
               Exports ceased completely in 1941 and did not begin again after the war. Grand Lahou
               had a population of 6,700 in 1910, was down to 3,000 people in 1939, and currently has 10,273 residents.
               The original settlement on the sandbar is almost deserted; the present town is located
               about 20 kilometers to the north. Grand Lahou was made a sub-prefecture at independence
               and was promoted to administrative center of the Department of Grand Lahou in 1985.
               It attracts tourists who visit the nearby Assagny National Park.
            

            
         

         
         	GREAT DEPRESSION (1929–1931)

         
         	
            The French Empire suffered under the Great Depression; its effects were especially
               long and deep in Africa. The price of palm oil fell from 252 francs per 100 kg in 1929 to 156 francs in July 1930, and 146 in November
               of that year. The prices of the six basic commodities of French West Africa fell 70
               to 90 percent by 1934. The drop in customs receipts led authorities to increase the
               head tax, while the drop in prices for commercial crops reduced farmers’ income. Revenues
               in Côte d’Ivoire declined 92 million francs from 1927 to 1932. One effect was accelerated
               migration to the towns: Abidjan, for instance, had a population of 9,000 in 1926 but grew to 17,500 by 1936. The drop in cocoa prices (from 487 francs in 1927 to 90 francs in 1935) caused a shift from cocoa to
               coffee, whose price was relatively more attractive.
            

            
         

         
         	GREBO (GLEBO)

         
         	
            An ethnic group of the Kru language cluster, but differing from other Kru groups in important cultural aspects.
               They have traditionally cultivated plantains, bananas, rice, and sugarcane. From the latter, they distill a type of rum which they call “cane
               juice,” mostly in Liberia where control is more lax and from where it is sold into
               Côte d’Ivoire. They are concentrated more in Liberia (387,000 people) than in Côte d’Ivoire, where there may be only slightly more than
               48,000 of them. Their precise number is not easy to pin down because of displacement
               by the recent civil wars in both countries.
            

            
         

         
         	GROUPE D’ÉTUDES COMMUNISTES (GEC)

         
         	
            A creation of the French Communist Party, which set up “study offices” in Abidjan and other francophone West African cities. The title GEC was adopted in 1945. The
               GEC in Côte d’Ivoire was led by French communists at first, with no African involvement.
               In 1946, a program was developed around issues of particular interest in Côte d’Ivoire,
               where by 1947 there were about 40 members. According to the official history, Félix Houphouët-Boigny was not a member, but he did attend several meetings. The GEC provided the first
               political education to early leaders of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), which helps to explain the initial affiliation of the PDCI with the Communist
               Party in the French parliament and the early structure and methods of the PDCI. Two
               French leaders of the GEC, P. Francheschi and M. Tremouille, were both active in the
               early days of the PDCI. In 1946–47, the GEC served as an intermediary for the communist
               trade union, the Confédération Générale du Travail (CGT), in sponsoring training sessions on the formation of unions.
            

            
         

         
         	GUÉÏ, ROBERT (1941–2002)

         
         	
            Military officer and third president of Côte d’Ivoire. General Robert Guéï came to
               power via the country’s first successful military coup on 24 December 1999 and was forced out of office on 26 October 2000. A member of
               the Yakuba ethnic group, he was born on 14 March 1941 in Kabakouma, a village near Man in western Côte d’Ivoire. He was a career soldier who was trained during the colonial
               period at the preparatory military school in Bingerville until he completed middle school, and then at the Ouagadougou military school, before completing his professionalization at École Normale William Ponty in Senegal. In 1963, he joined the St. Cyr military school in France. A loyal supporter of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, he rose quickly through the ranks of the military, first as second lieutenant in
               1967, then captain in 1971, and then lieutenant colonel in 1978.
            

            
             General Guéï experienced a temporary political setback in 1982 by being posted to
               Korhogo for allowing his wife to use service vehicles for her election campaign. In 1989,
               he is reported to have participated in preparations for Charles Taylor to seize power
               in Liberia. He was called upon by Houphouët-Boigny to quell a mutiny by young recruits in 1990,
               then named chief of staff of the national army in June 1990 and promoted to general.
               He created the Force d’Intervention Rapide Para-Commando (FIRPAC) that was used to
               suppress student demonstrations in 1991, including the notorious invasion of the Yopougon campus on the night of 17–18 May 1991, which caused several student injuries and
               some deaths. A commission of inquiry into the incident blamed Guéï for the conduct
               of the soldiers he sent there and recommended a reprimand. However, Houphouët-Boigny
               refused to discipline him for fear of roiling the military. He needed General Guéï
               and the military on his side at a time when the system he had so carefully constructed
               seemed to be caving in on him.
            

            
             General Guéï remained in his post when Henri Konan Bédié took over as president. However, his refusal to call out the army again to resolve
               the political dispute between the opposition and the president in October 1995 did
               not endear him to President Bédié. As a result, he was forcibly retired by Bédié.
               It appears he had no prior knowledge of the coup before it was executed by a bunch
               of young soldiers who then drafted him to lead them. He formed the Comité National
               de Salut Public (CNSP) that ruled alongside a coalition government headed by himself
               as president, General Lassana Palenfo as minister of state in charge of security, and General Abdoulaye Coulibaly as minister of state in charge of infrastructure and transportation, essentially
               the second and third in command of the government. These two were also well-known
               Alassane Ouattara sympathizers.
            

            
             Under pressure from the international community and domestic political interests,
               General Guéï promised free and fair elections. He initially said he had no political
               ambitions and that he was only interested in “sweeping the floor clean so that the
               politicians can come and dance and not slip,” earning the nickname the “balayeur” (sweeper). However, he later had a change of heart. Like Bédié before him, he thought
               he could improve his chances of winning by preventing Alassane Ouattara from contesting
               the election. So he tightened Bédié’s electoral code even further and managed to get
               Ouattara disqualified. Unfortunately for him, he was not able to beat Laurent Gbagbo at the polls, and so he sought to rig the election. A popular uprising in Abidjan forced him to flee to his home base near the Liberian border. However, he remained
               relevant to the search for a durable peace and stability. And so, he was included
               in the reconciliation forum in 2001 and agreed to work toward peace. As a result,
               his party, the Union pour la Démocratie et la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI), was given
               one seat in the government of national unity formed by Prime Minister Pascal Affi N’Guessan on 5 August 2002. However, on 12 August 2002, when nine of his protégés in the military
               were arrested for posing a threat to state security, he became increasingly critical
               of Gbagbo’s government; a month later, on 13 September 2002, General Guéï pulled his
               party out of the government.
            

            
             Then, barely a week later, during an attempted coup against Gbagbo on 19 September 2002, he was killed in mysterious circumstances, along
               with his wife Rose, several other family members, and his aide-de-camp Fabien Coulibaly.
               On 18 August 2006, nearly four years after his death, General Robert Guéï was finally
               laid to rest in his hometown.
            

            
         

         
         	GUÉRÉ

         
         	
            People of the Kru ethnic cluster, traditionally residing in west-central Côte d’Ivoire. Closely related to the Wobé, with whom they consciously share beliefs and customs and with whom they are sometimes
               classified as a single ethnicity known as Wè. Guéré is a designation developed by a colonial administrator for the people living
               to the south of the Dan, and their social institutions and lifestyle are very similar to those of the Dan.
               These two cultures differed most notably in their mask styles: in contrast to the
               simple, realistic Dan masks, those of the Guéré are imaginative and surrealistic.
               Female initiation societies have been maintained, and age grades of both sexes are still prominent; a singular cultural trait is the existence of women chiefs. In Guéré society, political authority beyond the lineage or village level
               is weak, with spiritual leadership maintained as a separate role.
            

            
             Until recently, the Guéré were exclusively subsistence farmers, but they have transitioned
               into cash cropping, with concomitant rapid social and economic change. Guérés who
               migrate to other areas have been particularly recruited into police work. According
               to the 1975 census, there were 197,000 self-identified Guéré in the country. Their
               number has increased to about 369,000 today.
            

            
         

         
         	GUIKAHUE, MAURICE KAKOU (1951–)

         
         	
            Medical doctor, professor of medicine, and politician. Dr. Maurice Guikahue was born
               in Gagnoa and received his primary education there before moving to Abidjan to attend secondary school at the Lycée classique (1969–73) and medical school at
               the University of Abidjan (1973–82). He also attended the Université Descartes in Paris in 1984–85
               and Harvard Medical School in Boston, United States, in 1986. He taught in the medical
               school at the University of Abidjan-Cocody (1991–2002) and also served as pediatric cardiologist at the cardiology institute
               of the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire (CHU) of Treichville.
            

            
             A member of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), Dr. Maurice Guikahué served as minister of public health and social affairs
               (1993–96) and minister of health (1996–99) under President Henri Konan Bédié. From 1996 until 2002, he was PDCI’s national secretary in charge of organization
               and mobilization. He also served as a delegate of Gagnoa (1995–2013). He has been
               serving as special adviser to the president of the Economic and Social Council since
               June 2011. Dr. Maurice Guikahue has been a staunch and loyal ally of Henri Konan Bédié
               ever since he served under him. As the national executive secretary of the PDCI since
               he was elected at the 12th congress in 2013, he has been cast in the role of defender
               of the famous “Appel de Daoukro,” Bédié’s unabashed support for the reelection of
               President Alassane Ouattara to a second term without a challenge from a PDCI candidate. As health minister, it
               was on his watch that some 180 million F CFA in aid provided by the European Union
               for the construction of sanitation facilities reportedly went missing.
            

            
         

         
         	GUINEA, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Relations with Guinea were strained at the time of independence on account of the
               very different choices the two countries and their leaders made over independence.
               While Ahmed Sékou Touré and Guinea opted for independence by voting against the 1958
               French republican constitution, with strong encouragement from Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, Félix Houphouët-Boigny took Côte d’Ivoire in the opposite direction, voting in favor of the constitution
               and, hence, staying within the French-African Community. When Charles de Gaulle punished
               Guinea severely for its defiance by withdrawing French personnel precipitously and
               cutting off all aid, Abidjan did not express sympathy, let alone offer support.
            

            
             For close to three decades, Guinea and Ghana (on one side) and Côte d’Ivoire (on
               the other) engaged in mutual recrimination, accusing each other of harboring political
               dissidents and fomenting subversive plots against their respective governments. Acting
               on these perceptions of mutual destabilization, they periodically closed their borders
               to each other, recalled ambassadors, detained diplomatic personnel, and placed militaries
               on a state of alert. Abidjan waged psychological warfare against both Sékou Touré
               and Kwame Nkrumah across three continents. The primary objective was to discredit
               and isolate both men and thus prevent them from achieving the kind of success that
               would have diverted investor and political attention from Côte d’Ivoire. Abidjan made
               skillful use of a variety of instruments, including the use of Conseil de l’Entente surrogates such as Maurice Yameogo of Upper Volta, Hamani Diori of Niger, and Modibo Keita of Mali, and even planting stories in the Western media. The American public was told that
               aid to a Guinea that had befriended China was tantamount to giving aid and comfort
               to communism. This effectively prevented the United States government and American
               businesses from stepping into the void created by the precipitous departure of the
               French.
            

            
             In Europe, Houphouët-Boigny also kept up pressure on the French not to entertain
               a rapprochement with Conakry, even financing the Front de Libération Nationale de la Guinée (FLNG),
               a group of Guinean exiles resident in Abidjan and Paris who tried unsuccessfully to
               overthrow Sékou Touré. These efforts were intended to prevent attempts by some French
               commercial interests to return to Guinea, which promised more attractive commercial
               possibilities in the mineral and agricultural sectors than those offered by Côte d’Ivoire. The possibility of Guinea (and Ghana)
               supplanting Côte d’Ivoire or successfully competing against it for scarce foreign
               investment capital was one of the major concerns that drove Ivoirian hostility toward
               the two countries.
            

            
             While Sékou Touré’s Guinea represented the radical face of the struggle against colonialism
               and neo-colonialism and for the total liberation of the continent, Côte d’Ivoire represented
               the conservative or accommodation face and the voice of dialogue and vertical links
               with the metropole. When Abidjan proposed dialogue with apartheid South Africa in the 1970s, for example, Guinea remained adamantly
               opposed. However, relations began to improve in the late 1970s when Sékou Touré was
               forced by growing discontent at home over his country’s poor economic performance
               to adjust his country’s domestic and foreign policies, leading to better relations
               with the West. The three francophone leaders—Sékou Touré, Félix Houphouët-Boigny,
               and Léopold Sédar Senghor of Senegal—were reconciled at a summit meeting in Monrovia,
               Liberia, on 18 March 1978, leading to the exchange of ambassadors between Abidjan
               and Conakry. On 26 February 1979, Sékou Touré traveled to Yamoussoukro on an official visit to affirm the new, more cordial relationship. The death of Sékou
               Touré in March in a Cleveland hospital in the United States and the subsequent military
               coup in April 1984 opened yet another chapter in the relationship.
            

            
             To be sure, throughout the 1990s, there were unresolved border issues between the
               two countries, and these were related to Abidjan’s perceived role in arming Liberian and Sierra Leonean insurgents, which subsequently destabilized southern Guinea. In
               August 1995 Guinea violated the territorial integrity of Côte d’Ivoire by establishing
               a border post on Ivoirian soil. Conakry justified its action on the security imperative
               of preventing incursions into Guinea by Liberian rebels operating from the area. The
               two sides pledged cooperation to address this and other border issues. However, in
               March 1996, Guinean soldiers again occupied a village in the Sipilou sous-préfecture. While the Ivoirian minister of defense reiterated his government’s desire to resolve
               such border disputes through dialogue, Ivoirian troops in the region were mobilized
               for a possible military response.
            

            
             Guinea played a very low-key role within the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) as the regional body struggled to find a way to resolve the Ivoirian crisis.
               Guinea was neither in the contact group nor a contributor of peacekeepers. This reflects
               both the cool relations between the two capitals and the preoccupation of Guinea with
               its proxy conflict with Liberia 150 kilometers further west. Yet Guinea was among
               the largest recipients of refugees from Côte d’Ivoire from late September 2002. These
               were primarily repatriated Guinean workers but also included Ivoirians and Liberians
               who had previously taken refuge in western Côte d’Ivoire. By tacitly sponsoring the
               creation of the Model rebel group in southern Liberia, Laurent Gbagbo’s government was both providing assistance to clients and competing with Conakry
               in dealing with a problematic neighbor. Although Model was linked to the Guinean-backed
               Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), which operated in northern
               Liberia, it was fairly overtly an ethnic Krahn organization with an agenda to limit
               the influence of Guinea and its Mandingo-based proxy in Monrovia.
            

            
             With the departure of Charles Taylor on 11 August 2003, increased rivalry between
               Conakry and Abidjan for influence over Liberia might have been expected. However,
               the emergence of rebel movements in Abidjan, including the two in western Côte d’Ivoire;
               the subsequent civil wars; and Gbagbo’s struggle to hold on to power changed the dynamics. The two sides are
               now more concerned about cross-border infiltration by bandits and mercenary soldiers
               and the export of Ebola from Guinea to Côte d’Ivoire than government-sponsored destabilization.
            

            
         

         
         	GURO (GOURO, KOUENI, KWENI, KWENDRE, LO)

         
         	
            A patrilineal and segmentary ethnic group estimated to number about 507,000 today, traditionally located between the Bété to the west and the Baule to the east, in west-central Côte d’Ivoire. They call themselves “Kweni,” the term
               “Guro” given to them by the Baule. They believe they are descended from Sundiata Kéita,
               the legendary hero of the ancient Mali Empire. They migrated southward following the disintegration of the empire to escape
               Madinka expansion. They are of Mande origin and language family and entered the forest region several centuries ago, perhaps under pressure
               from Malinke migration. Their migration eastward was halted by Baule migration in the opposite
               direction. The French put down the last major Guro resistance to colonial rule in
               1907.
            

            
             The Guro population is composed of some 50 territorial groupings that formerly had economic and military
               functions. Each of these units could be composed of several clans. There has been
               considerable inter-marriage and cultural diffusion with neighboring groups, particularly
               the Gagu, Wan, and Bété. According to Ariane Deluz, the Baule learned wood sculpture and weaving from the
               Guro. Guro socio-political structure was decentralized to the village level, with
               no institutionalized or hereditary chieftaincy. They are also characterized by the
               presence of exclusive societies.
            

            
             The Guro were without a common consciousness of their identity as such until so identified
               by the French colonial authorities. They traditionally grew plantains, manioc, yams, and taro for subsistence; more recently they have planted rice and have entered into cash cropping
               of coffee, cocoa, and cotton. Those Guro living in the south of Côte d’Ivoire also have palm oil plantations and kola trees. These changes have seriously disrupted Guro marriage and family practices
               and stability. In recent years, many Guro men and women have left their villages to
               join the hunt for diamonds that have recently been discovered across West Africa,
               although successful diamond prospecting is uncertain.
            

            
             The Guro are renowned for their colorful and highly decorated masks, combining human
               features with those of animals. A majority of the population (70 percent) has stayed
               true to their ethnic religion, and only 24 percent have converted to Christianity.
               Among the Christian population, 60 percent are Roman Catholics and 25 percent adhere to Protestantism. Only 6 percent of the population is Muslim.
            

            
         

         
         	GYAMAN (JAMANG)

         
         	
            Abron (or Brong) medieval kingdom located between the Komoé and Black Volta Rivers, at
               the intersection of the savanna and forest, in what is now northeastern Côte d’Ivoire
               and northwestern Ghana. It was founded about 1690 by Gyamanhene Tan Date and fell
               under Asante domination in 1740. Gyaman regained its independence in 1875 after the
               defeat of the Asante by the British and experienced a period of expansion between
               1875 and 1886. Samory invaded it in 1895, and shortly thereafter France occupied the western part (1897) while Great Britain moved into the east. The Abron
               were a numerical minority in Gyaman but established their dominance, especially over
               the Kulangos, Nafanas, Ligbis, Hwelas, and other groups of the area, through a combination of diplomacy
               and force.
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         	HAMALLISM

         
         	
            Islamic reform movement that originated in Mali (then French Sudan) early in the 20th
               century. Cheick Hamallah who had been exiled to Côte d’Ivoire in the 1930s imported
               it into the country. Hamallism is characterized by greater acceptance of traditional
               African religious practices than are the more orthodox Islamic sects.
            

            
         

         
         	HARMATTAN

         
         	
            Hot, dry air mass moving south into Côte d’Ivoire from the Sahara Desert. Where it
               reaches ground level, it produces low humidity and rainfall, in other words, the dry
               season. This season is defined by the presence of the harmattan from November to April
               in northern Côte d’Ivoire, from November to February at the seventh parallel, and
               from December to February along the coast (where the harmattan rarely reaches all
               the way to ground level).
            

            
         

         
         	HARRIS, WILLIAM WADE (1865–1929)

         
         	
            Christian evangelist and the inspiration behind the Harrist Church of Côte d’Ivoire.
               William Harris was a Liberian, of the Grebo people, born in the village of Graway near the Côte d’Ivoire border. In his youth,
               he was baptized a Methodist, although he later left the Methodist Church and became
               a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church. His work experiences included a period as
               a crewman on a British merchant ship traveling the West African coast, which, among
               other things, exposed him to the separatist churches in Nigeria. Following a period
               of work as a bricklayer, William Harris became an assistant teacher at an Episcopal
               mission. Because of his involvement in a local conflict between the Grebo people and
               Americo-Liberians, he lost his teaching job; after several additional incidents that
               marked him as a troublemaker, he was imprisoned for more than a year for treason.
            

            
             While in prison, Harris claims he experienced a vision in which the angel Gabriel
               commanded him to become a prophet. In 1913, soon after his release, he headed for
               Côte d’Ivoire where he moved from village to village, calling upon the villagers to
               forsake their traditional beliefs and accept Christianity. He walked barefooted; he
               wore a long white calico robe, a turban, and black bands crossed on his chest; he
               carried a bamboo staff in the shape of a cross, a Bible, and a gourd rattle to symbolize
               the African nature of his mission. He took on the persona of the biblical prophet
               Elijah.
            

            
             William Harris was highly successful in persuading large numbers of people to accept
               baptism and to present themselves to Protestant or Catholic missionaries for instruction
               and acceptance into a church. He crossed Côte d’Ivoire and entered the Gold Coast,
               where he also converted many coastal Nzima from the border (New Town) all the way to Axim. Colonial authorities in the Gold
               Coast found his activities disruptive, and after three months he was asked to leave.
               He returned to Côte d’Ivoire where he worked until he was deported by the French authorities
               in December 1914. He lived in relative obscurity and extreme poverty in Liberia until
               his death in 1929.
            

            
             Harris’s proselytizing activities found favor, at first, with both Catholic and French
               colonial authorities, since he called on the population to address themselves to the
               established missions and to accept established authority. Later, however, they began
               to suspect him of encouraging English-language Protestantism, a combination that both found objectionable.
            

            
             Some of his followers became Catholics, and larger numbers joined the established
               Protestant churches; his campaign is generally accepted as laying the foundation for
               the contemporary Methodist Church in Côte d’Ivoire. Indeed, a Methodist missionary
               went to visit him in Liberia and returned with Harris’s written instructions that
               his followers become Methodists. Many of those who accepted his beliefs were not satisfied
               with any existing church, however, and one village also sent an emissary to him to
               seek his advice. That emissary, John Ahui, returned to Côte d’Ivoire claiming to be Harris’s spiritual heir. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	HARRIST CHURCH

         
         	
            A syncretistic religious organization indigenous to Côte d’Ivoire. The impetus for
               its formation was the visit to the territory in 1913–14 by William Wade Harris, who preached the abandonment of traditional beliefs and the adoption of Christianity.
               He instructed his converts to present themselves to Catholic or Protestant missionaries
               for further instruction. Large numbers of them obeyed his command but were unhappy
               with the missionaries’ unwillingness to accommodate various aspects of their culture.
               In 1928, a delegation was sent from the village of Petit Bassam to William Harris
               in Liberia to complain of their difficulties; they returned with a “last will and
               testament” written by Harris and the message that one of them, John Ahui, had been named by Harris as his successor in Côte d’Ivoire. John Ahui and a few
               disciples traveled throughout the lagoon and coastal regions of the territory and
               were accepted by large numbers of those who had been influenced by Harris.
            

            
             The church was highly persecuted by the French colonial administration; for many
               years, its adherents had to meet in secret. It was institutionalized at a conference
               in Petit Bassam in 1955, and Ahui was recognized as the group’s “supreme prophet.”
               The number of Harrists is reported to have increased substantially around Grand Bassam and Alépé at the time of the formation of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), with some calling Harrism “the religion of Houphouët” and seeing it as an
               African national religion. In 1964, the church was officially recognized as one of
               four national religions (the others are Islam, Roman Catholicism, and Protestantism). The church has been trying to modernize since 1972, placing renewed emphasis on
               healing and the eradication of witchcraft. There were an estimated 176,000 Harrists
               in Côte d’Ivoire in 1990, and 197,515 in 1998, principally among the Ebrié and neighboring coastal ethnic groups.
            

            
             Harrists believe that William Wade Harris was sent by God to save the Africans, just
               as Jesus was sent “to save the whites.” However, they consider themselves to be Christians,
               and the Bible is central to their faith. Holy Communion is celebrated on the Christian
               feast days and on important days of the church calendar. As with many such movements
               in Africa, the Harrist beliefs stress the benefits God brings them in this life rather
               than in the next. Their numbers are concentrated in the most developed region of the
               country, and they interpret their relative prosperity as a sign of God’s favor. Conversely,
               misfortune is seen to result from sin, usually through the direction of witchcraft
               practices against others. Thus, witchcraft is condemned, but its persistence is offered
               as the explanation for misfortune (that is, to the evildoer, not to the potential
               victim). They interpret the greater wealth and technological advantage of Europeans
               as resulting from their longer association with Christianity.
            

            
             Harrist belief allows the practice of polygyny, as long as all wives and children
               are treated fairly; however, ministers must be monogamous. Students of the Harrist
               movement explain its success and perseverance as the result of timing and context:
               Harris entered Côte d’Ivoire just after traditional religious practices had been shown
               to be inefficacious as protection from the colonial system. The new movement provided
               guidance for success in the new situation, offering functional replacements for traditional
               institutions but drawing on indigenous beliefs and practices. Although Ivoirian youth
               who move successfully into a modern urban lifestyle tend to view Harrism as lacking
               in social status, the church is now officially accepted as part of the fabric of religious
               pluralism in Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             A Harrist National Committee was formed in 1961, designated as representing the “Church
               of Christ, Harrist Mission.” It is no exaggeration to say that 2000 was a watershed
               year for the church, at least organizationally. The extraordinary general assembly
               meeting in 2000 made several important church decisions: It modified the name of the
               church to Eglise du Christ-Mission Harris, dite Eglise Harriste. It established that
               each local congregation was to be governed by a church council, presided over by a
               preacher. In each local church, the college of apostles is in charge of administrative,
               material, and financial matters. All told, there are 8,000 apostles (men and women)
               in some 750 local congregations. The assembly designated the head of the church as
               the patriarch, dissolved the National Harris Committee, and replaced it with the presidency
               of the church. The church has its headquarters in Bingerville.
            

            
         

         
         	HAZOUMÉ, FLORE (1959–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian writer born to a Congolese mother in Brazzaville, she is the youngest daughter
               of Dahomean (now Beninois) writer Paul Hazoumé. Resident in Côte d’Ivoire since 1979
               after spending her adolescence in France, she considers herself a global citizen; her nationality, she says, is wherever she
               feels at home. Flore Hazoumé studied English at the University of Abidjan-Cocody. Manager of a communication agency since 1990, she is also vice president of the
               Association of Arts and Letters, as well as secretary in charge of communication at
               the Association des Ecrivains de Côte d’Ivoire (AECI). She has been editor of the
               Scrib magazine since 2010.
            

            
             Flore Hazoumé has written collections of short stories as well as novels for both
               adults and young people, and her works are designed to teach valuable life lessons.
               They include Rencontres (Encounters, 1984); Cauchemars (Nightmares, 1994); La vengeance de l’albinos (The albinos’ vengeance, 1996); Une vie de bonne (Housemaid, 1999); and, in 2002, Et si nous écoutions nos enfants? (And if we listened to our children?).
            

            
         

         
         	HEAD TAX

         
         	
            The earliest form of fiscal instrument introduced in Côte d’Ivoire to support the
               colonial administration. The French finance law of 1900 obliged colonies to be self-supporting.
               In an arrêté of 1901, Lieutenant Governor François-Joseph Clozel imposed a head tax of 2.50 francs per month on each man, woman, and child over the
               age of 10. Tax rolls were prepared each year based on the census and approved by the
               governor, to be collected by local chiefs. At first, the head tax could be paid in
               cash or in kind based on going rates for gold, ivory, rubber, or other cash-value
               commodities. Later, various categories of exemption, such as military service, were
               established.
            

            
             The canton chiefs originally kept 25 percent of what they collected, but this was
               reduced in 1904 to 10 percent. At that time, a flexible rate was also established,
               based on the wealth of the district, from 1.50 to 4.50 francs. The tax continued to
               increase until 1919, and in some areas until 1935, reaching 50 francs in some southern
               areas. The head tax was abolished in the reforms of 1946, but some peasants continued
               sending a portion of their harvest to local chiefs even after independence, unaware
               that this was no longer required.
            

            
         

         
         	HEALTH

         
         	
            Health services were relatively good before the late 1980s, when the economic crisis
               made it hard for the government to meet the needs of a rapidly growing population. In 2002, the civil war severely disrupted health care services in the northern part
               of the country and caused many medical personnel to flee from the region; many have
               since returned and resumed practice. The post-election crisis exacerbated the health
               problems. Almost all hospitals and clinics in Abidjan had to shut down for six months because they had been vandalized, looted, and occupied.
               The Alassane Ouattara government is trying to rebuild the health system. It instituted free health care
               for all after the post-election crisis but had to abandon this because of its prohibitive
               cost. In nine months, the government had to foot the bill of 30 billion CFA (about
               $60 million). It has scaled the program back to cover only mothers and their children.
               Hospital deliveries are free; free treatment is available for diseases affecting children
               under six years old. Consultation fees have been reduced from 1,000 CFA to 650 CFA.
            

            
             The Ivoirian health system is bifurcated between traditional and modern, Western
               medicine. Modern, Western-style hospitals and clinics can be found in Abidjan, Bouaké, Daloa, Yamoussoukro, and other major cities. The health system comprises public medical services, which
               are of interest to a majority of Ivoirians who use Western medicine because of its
               cost, and the small number of private physicians and clinics. Both facets of modern
               medicine are often beyond the reach of a majority of Ivoirians who resort to traditional
               medicine. They consult herbalists and healers partly because of their accessibility,
               familiarity, low cost, and perceived efficacy. These healers also appear to cater
               to the psycho-social needs of patients and their families. Since the onset of the
               economic crisis or conjoncture in the 1980s, many Ivoirians have also been going to so-called prayer gardens to
               seek divine intervention for their ailments.
            

            
             Malaria, yellow fever, tuberculosis, sleeping sickness, meningitis, and trachoma are endemic diseases in
               Côte d’Ivoire. In 2006, the malaria mortality rate (per 100,000 population) was 103.
               According to the World Health Organization (WHO), in 2008, 21 percent of deaths among
               children under five years old were attributable to malaria, followed by pneumonia
               (17 percent) and diarrhea (13 percent). The prevalence of tuberculosis (per 100,000
               population) was 730 in 2008, up from 620 in 2000. Since the late 1990s, HIV/AIDS has been an increasing menace. The country had the highest prevalence rate (3.9 percent
               in 2007) in the West African sub-region. There was a yellow fever outbreak in the
               north of the country in January 2011. In the south, the problem was cholera. At the
               end of January 2011, there was an outbreak in Abidjan that claimed 8 lives out of
               61 people infected. The source of the problem is accumulating rubbish in the midst
               of the post-election crisis.
            

            
             Almost a quarter of the population lives below the international poverty line of
               $1.25 a day. Life expectancy at birth was 40.6 in 1961, 51.9 in 1981, 50.3 in 2001,
               and 55.4 in 2011. Female life expectancy at birth in 2011 was 56.6, and that for males
               was 54.3. In 2005, the government spent $527 million on health care, and $1,601 million
               in 2011. Three times as much was spent on health in 2011 compared to 2000. Health
               expenditure per capita: $32.00 in 2000, $39.00 in 2005, $71.00 in 2010, and $79.00
               in 2011. Two and a half times as much was spent per capita on health in 2011 compared
               to 2000. The evolution of public health expenditure as a share of total government
               expenditure is as follows: 7.2 percent in 2000, 4.5 percent in 2005, 6.8 percent in
               2010, and 6.8 percent in 2011. In 2013, the WHO reported that there were 1.4 physicians,
               4.8 nurses and midwives, 0.2 pharmacists, and 0.1 dentists per 10,000 people for 2005–12.
               In 2010, there were 1.8 hospitals per 100,000 people. In 1990, there were 710 maternal
               deaths per 100,000 live births, 590 in 2000, 510 in 2005, and 400 in 2010, a negative
               44 percent change from 1990 to 2010.
            

            
         

         
         	HOLAS, BOHUMIL (1909–1979)

         
         	
            Prolific writer on African religion and ethnography. Bohumil Holas came to Abidjan with the Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (IFAN). At independence, the local affiliate
               of IFAN was converted into the Centre des Sciences Humaines under the Ministry of
               Education, with Holas as its director. He directed the center’s research activities
               and maintained its National Ethnographic Museum in Abidjan. He is the author of Civilisations et Arts de l’Ouest Africain published in 1976 by the Presses Universitaires de France.
            

            
         

         
         	HOUPHOUËT-BOIGNY, FELIX (1905–1993)

         
         	
            African doctor, chief (nana), and politician. Félix Houphouët-Boigny was among the founders of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and the first president of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire. Born in Yamoussoukro (according to some sources, closer to 1900 than the officially stated 1905), then
               a small village in the south-central area of the country, he was a Baule of the Akuwe group. Houphouët graduated from the École Normale William Ponty in Dakar in 1925 as a médecin africain (African doctor), one of the first of his ethnic group or from Côte d’Ivoire colony
               to complete the entire course of education provided under the colonial system. This gave him status within the educated stratum,
               but did not distance him from the African political scene the way education in France
               did some of his compatriots.
            

            
             He served in the colonial medical service in various locations in the colony until
               1940. In 1933, while stationed in Abengourou, he became interested in efforts to organize the African cocoa and coffee growers. During the same tour of duty, he married his first wife; she was of royal
               Anyi descent on her mother’s side, with a Senegalese father. He thus acquired kinship
               ties with another major Akan group and with the foreign African community.
            

            
             Through the death of his maternal uncle, Kouassi Ngo, in 1940, he became heir to
               large amounts of land in Yamoussoukro and was appointed canton chief of the Akuwe.
               In 1946, he added “Boigny” (ram) to his family name. He took the lead in organizing
               the Association des Chefs Coutumiers, thus extending his influence among traditional
               leaders throughout the colony. He widened his base of support still further when,
               in 1944, he was elected first president of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA), an organization of African planters formed in reaction to racial discrimination
               in the white-dominated planters’ organization and in the price-support policies of
               the colonial government.
            

            
             In August 1945, elections were held for the Abidjan Municipal Council. European and African citizens, along with some subjects, were
               chosen on a common roll among slates composed of nine subjects and nine citizens each.
               Some slates were proposed that included both Europeans and Africans, while some African
               contenders put forth lists dominated by a single ethnic group. Houphouët-Boigny proposed an innovation that was radical in the context: an exclusively
               African slate distributed among major ethnic groups. Most African contenders then
               withdrew, and European voters abstained in protest. The Bloc Africain won an overwhelming victory.
            

            
             The first election to the French Constituent Assembly in which Africans participated
               was held in October 1945, with separate electoral colleges for citizens and non-citizens.
               Houphouët-Boigny was the SAA candidate in the second (non-citizen) college. He failed
               to get an absolute majority in a first round crowded with candidates, and his large
               plurality became a bare majority against a candidate from Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso) in the runoff. In Paris, Houphouët-Boigny fulfilled a campaign
               pledge to work against the indigénat by introducing legislation for the abolition of forced labor of non-citizens in all of overseas France. The proposal attracted little attention in a France just getting reorganized after
               World War II, and it passed with neither a floor debate nor a roll-call vote. In Africa,
               however, its impact was enormous, and it consolidated Houphouët-Boigny’s political
               fortunes. Forced labor was the most hated aspect of subject status among the colonial
               populations, and Houphouët-Boigny was the person responsible for its removal. He also
               promised more consumer goods, the opening of new schools and dispensaries, and the
               abolition of taxes, all things he knew the average African voter wanted, and which
               allowed him to triumph over Kouamé Binzème. He was reelected overwhelmingly under a new constitution in June 1946, running under
               the banner of the PDCI, associated in the Constituent Assembly with the Parti Communiste
               Français (PCF).
            

            
             Houphouët-Boigny was a member of the French National Assembly for 14 years, ultimately
               holding ministerial positions in three Fourth Republic governments and two Charles de Gaulle cabinets. Because French domestic policy was relatively unimportant to him and to
               other African representatives, they could use their few votes to good advantage in
               colonial policy, their chief interest. Houphouët-Boigny is reputed to have developed
               considerable skill in negotiation and logrolling that carried over into his later
               leadership style. The alliance between the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA, of which the PDCI was the Ivoirian branch) and the Communist Party, however,
               was to cause Houphouët and other associated African leaders great difficulty. Houphouët
               saw the alliance as politically expedient when the PCF participated in the French
               government. When they moved permanently into opposition and took an active role in
               the stridently ideological politics of 1947–48, the alliance became a handicap, and
               Houphouët looked highly suspect to conservative colonial interests. The PDCI entered
               into a period in which it was constantly harassed and its activists disenfranchised
               and jailed by the colonial administration.
            

            
             Houphouët-Boigny was protected from arrest by virtue of his parliamentary status,
               but his immunity was popularly attributed to his own special powers and prestige.
               At the same time, he was becoming less sanguine about the benefits presumed to flow
               from continued involvement with the PCF, and in 1950 he made the decision to break
               with the communists and accept reconciliation with the French government. Thus, at
               the same time as the PDCI organization was battered and disrupted by colonial persecution,
               Houphouët’s position became more secure. By the early 1950s, he was the undisputed
               head of the party and seemed the obvious choice to the colonial administration as
               spokesman for the Ivoirian population in the march toward independence.
            

            
             Houphouët-Boigny rebuilt the party under his firm control, in the classic style of
               a political machine, and managed with great shrewdness to ally the PDCI to leaders
               of the dominant parties in various government coalitions. At the same time, his policy
               focus shifted to the economic growth of Côte d’Ivoire and to opposition to the larger
               West African Federation that would inevitably siphon resources from resource-rich
               Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Houphouët-Boigny was reelected to the French National Assembly in 1951. He was named
               mayor of Abidjan in 1956 and in the same year first entered a French government at
               the ministerial level. In 1957, he was elected president of the Grand Council of French
               West Africa as well as president of the Territorial Assembly of Côte d’Ivoire. Thus,
               he held office at four levels: municipal, territorial, pan-territorial (French West
               Africa), and in the metropole. As a minister in the French government, Houphouët-Boigny
               played a pivotal role in the drafting of the loi-cadre, or “framework law,” which moved the French overseas territories toward internal
               autonomy.
            

            
             The granting of independence to the Gold Coast in March 1957 received a chilly reception
               in Abidjan. Indeed, Houphouët-Boigny did not attend the independence celebration on
               6 March even though he had received an invitation from Kwame Nkrumah. Houphouët-Boigny’s
               vision for the future was largely that of General Charles de Gaulle: a federal community
               of equal francophone states. He insisted that African countries had little to gain
               from “nominal independence.”
            

            
             When France offered a referendum on membership in the French Community in 1958, with
               the alternative of independence free of any financial or administrative support, Houphouët
               campaigned in favor of the Community and resigned his French cabinet position to become
               prime minister of Côte d’Ivoire. However, as other francophone colonies pushed for
               complete independence, particularly in neighboring Guinea, Houphouët-Boigny realized
               that continued opposition to independence would erode his political base. Accordingly,
               he participated in the negotiations through which, on 7 August 1960, Côte d’Ivoire
               became an independent republic, and in November of that year elected, without opposition,
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny as its first president. He was reelected in the same fashion
               in 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, and 1985.
            

            
             The first years of independence were marked by spectacular economic growth, but also
               by several challenges to the party and its leader. An attempted overthrow in 1963
               resulted in 120 to 200 arrests and a series of secret trials in Yamoussoukro. Houphouët-Boigny
               consolidated government responsibilities in himself. However, three years later, on
               the fifth anniversary of independence, he released 3 former ministers and 93 others
               accused in the plot and reduced the sentences of 10 others, commuting 9 death sentences
               to life imprisonment.
            

            
             Houphouët-Boigny astutely controlled the party and the country by keeping possible
               contenders off guard. From independence through the mid-1970s, he delegated limited
               powers to only three lieutenants: August Denise, Jean-Baptiste Mockey, and Philippe Yacé. He assigned responsibilities and honors in a way that kept aspirants in a state
               of tension, never sure if one or another was favored. By the late 1970s, however,
               Jean-Baptiste Mockey had not quite shaken off the president’s suspicions of him going
               back to 1963, and Denise was growing old. Faced with Yacé’s growing influence, Houphouët-Boigny
               removed him from his positions of party secretary general and president of the Assemblée Nationale and created a new nine-member Executive Committee for the PDCI, bringing in a new
               generation of politicians but promoting no one to second place. The post of vice president
               was created in 1980 but never filled, and it was abolished again in 1985 at Houphouët’s
               request because of his irritation with what he deemed unseemly competition to be his
               successor. The constitution was again modified in 1990 to specify that, in case of
               vacancy, the president of the Assemblée Nationale would take over and hold office
               until the next regularly scheduled election.
            

            
             In 1990, with opposition groups growing increasingly restive, Houphouët-Boigny agreed
               to run in a competitive election for the presidency for the first time since independence.
               Although his candidacy benefitted from all the advantages that a long-dominant party
               could muster, most observers believe that he would have prevailed over his fragmented
               opposition even in a completely fair election.
            

            
             His vision and physical strength deteriorated in the late 1980s. He was hospitalized
               with prostate cancer in Paris in June 1993 and returned to Côte d’Ivoire in November
               on life-support systems. According to official sources, his death from prostate cancer
               came on 7 December, as the president had instructed that his life-support system should
               be turned off on the anniversary of Ivoirian independence. He was buried on 7 February
               1994 in the Basilique Notre Dame de la Paix (Basilica of Our Lady of Peace), constructed by him in his native Yamoussoukro.
            

            
             Houphouët-Boigny was respectfully identified as “Le Vieux” (the wise Old Man) or
               “Nana” by most of his compatriots; his style of rule involved a process known as “dialogue,” “a combination of palaver and chiefly audience under a tree.” To the end, Houphouët-Boigny
               remained an enigma, prompting some to see him as a Europeanized leader who had relegated
               Ivoirian cultures to the ranks of folklore, while others saw in him the modern “apotheosis”
               of a Baule chief.
            

            
         

         
         	HOUPHOUËT-BOIGNY, MARIE-THÉRÈSE (1931–)

         
         	
            First Lady of Côte d’Ivoire from 1962 to 1993. Known by her maiden name, Marie-Thérèse
               Brou, she was among the 13 girls in the Compagnons de l’Aventure 46 who were sent to be educated in France. She was living in France when she met President
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He was 25 years older than she was when they married in 1962. The two had no biological
               children of their own together, but they adopted three children. Indeed, children
               were a prime focus of Marie-Thérèse Houphouët-Boigny when she was First Lady. In 1987,
               she founded the N’Daya International Foundation, dedicated to improving the health, welfare, and education of children in Africa. In 1990, she helped to create and produce a very successful
               cartoon character, “Kimboo,” to offer positive cartoon heroes to African children.
               A woman of stunning beauty and elegance, she turned heads when she visited the White House
               with her husband in 1962; the media could not resist comparisons with the U.S. First
               Lady, Jackie Kennedy. She was dubbed “Africa’s Jackie.”
            

            
         

         
         	HOUSING

         
         	
            Rural housing in Côte d’Ivoire varies among communities and locations. In the southeast,
               most families live in traditional houses that are rectangular in shape. The walls
               are made of either mud or reed in wooden frames or poles. Traditionally, the roofs
               were thatched, although corrugated iron sheets are now more widespread. This may be
               because thatch-roof houses are said to harbor disease-carrying insects, such as malarial
               mosquitoes and tsetse flies. They also require a great deal of upkeep and repairs
               and are susceptible to fire.
            

            
             Houses among the Kru and other peoples of the southwestern forest zone may be either
               rectangular or round, varying according to place. Dwellings are clustered in a compound
               around a central open area, which often serves as an evening meeting place and is
               where councils of elders dispense justice and advice. Houses in the Malinke area of
               the northwestern part of the country are typically round in shape and made of mud
               and sun-baked brick covered by a conical thatched roof. Fences surround the dwellings,
               which are clustered in compounds. In the northeastern corner of the country, distinctive
               rectangular houses that somewhat resemble castles are built out of mud or brick and
               are crowned with crenellated parapets built around a flat roof.
            

            
             Mud-walled houses often crack, causing leaks and eventually falling apart. They are
               also poorly ventilated and lack natural light. Many of these houses are overcrowded
               as well. By contrast, most urban houses are made of brick or cement cinderblocks and
               mortar, with corrugated iron sheets or roofing tiles. They are much more solid, and
               the well-appointed ones all have indoor plumbing for proper sanitation. They are often
               fenced in or protected behind high walls topped with barbed wire or pieces of sharply
               pointed metal. Additionally, most urban homes in affluent quarters have 24-hour electronic
               surveillance or may be guarded by uniformed watchmen around the clock. The municipal
               land regulation and building code that was drawn up in 1996 stipulates that the minimum
               house size should be 100 square meters and the maximum height allowed is four stories,
               although some municipalities are more lax.
            

            
             Housing is an issue of major concern especially in Abidjan, the focus of continued migration from rural areas and accelerated urbanization.
               Côte d’Ivoire has a housing deficit of 600,000 units, with Abidjan alone experiencing
               a deficit of 12,000 houses per year. The cumulative deficit was more than 1 million
               in 2012. Police officers, soldiers, customs officers, top-level bureaucrats, and foreign
               salaried employees receive free or highly subsidized housing. The government of President
               Alassane Ouattara has unveiled a program to construct 60,000 houses between 2012 and 2015 and to absorb
               the accumulated deficit in 2020, with 60 percent low-cost and social housing and 40
               percent high- and middle-class housing. To do so, the government has come up with
               a series of initiatives including interest rates of 5.5 percent instead of the existing
               9.5 to 12 percent and extending mortgages up to 25 years. Morocco has also launched
               two real estate projects in Abidjan. The projects are billed as a reflection of His
               Majesty King Mohammed VI’s ongoing commitment to promote south–south development cooperation
               to serve the people of sub-Saharan Africa.
            

            
             Under the projects, Moroccan real estate group Addoha will construct 7,500 housing
               units in the Locodjoro neighborhood (commune of Attécoubé) and 530 additional units
               in the commune of Koumassi. The Locodjo project covers 26 hectares and involves the
               construction of an integrated city that combines tradition and modernity with 7,500
               low-cost housing units, community services (a shopping mall, schools, a cultural center,
               a business center, a police station), and green spaces. In Koumassi, 530 affordable
               apartments and a school are to be constructed on three hectares of land in the heart
               of the city.
            

            
         

         
         	HUMAN RIGHTS

         
         	
            For nearly a decade and a half (2000–2015), there have been widespread human rights
               abuses perpetrated by forces loyal to Laurent Gbagbo, pro-Gbagbo militias, the Jeunes Patriotes, and the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) on campuses, and then by the Forces Républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI), especially in response to security threats in the aftermath of the elections.
               The systematic pattern of abuse included involuntary disappearances, arbitrary detentions,
               extra-judicial killings, torture, and acts of sexual violence. Human Rights Watch
               (HRW) pointed to the victimization of supporters of the pro-Ouattara Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) and a deliberate targeting of West African immigrants and Ivoirians from the
               north with Muslim names. People were arrested and detained simply because of their
               age and ethnic group—particularly Guéré, Bété, Guro, and Attié, all strongly linked to former President Gbagbo—or the neighborhood they were from.
               A university student in Port-Bouët was arrested, detained, and beaten on 21 April 2011 because he lived in one of the
               university housing complexes that had been a bastion of FESCI.
            

            
             The national commission of inquiry into the post-election violence that was set up
               in mid-2011 submitted its report to President Alassane Ouattara in August 2012. The report detailed mass violations of human rights and of international
               humanitarian law. The commission recorded 3,248 deaths in the post-election violence
               in 2010–11. The head of the commission also acknowledged that the actual number of
               deaths was probably significantly higher. The commission attributed 1,452 deaths to
               forces loyal to Laurent Gbagbo. It also indicated that 1,009 of these deaths were
               due to summary executions. Forces loyal to Ouattara were responsible for 727 deaths,
               including 545 summary executions. President Ouattara reiterated his commitment to
               combat impunity and indicated that all those responsible for crimes, on both sides,
               would be prosecuted.
            

            
             HRW has documented that mass arbitrary arrests of perceived pro-Gbagbo supporters
               occurred almost daily in Yopougon, the focus of the decisive battle for Abidjan, through much of August and in Dabou through at least 11 September 2011. There were arbitrary arrests of youth in their
               homes, at maquis, at bars, in taxis and buses, when walking home from church, and when at traditional
               community celebrations. Hundreds of young men were apparently rounded up and detained
               largely on the basis of their ethnicity and place of residence. Detainees were frequently
               beaten during their arrest and when subsequently brought to detention sites—generally
               unauthorized detention sites, particularly military camps, where civilians were held
               in violation of Ivoirian and international law.
            

            
             Since Article 7 of the Ivoirian constitution was reactivated in 1990 to allow for
               political openness, civic and political rights have been formally guaranteed, and
               institutions have emerged to ensure that those rights are respected by society and
               protected by the state. One of the early and most important organizations involved
               in human rights issues is the Ligue Ivoirienne des Droits de l’Homme (LIDHO) founded
               on 21 March 1987 by Réné Degni-Segui, Francis Romain Wodié, and other colleagues. Like other civil society organizations and political parties,
               LIDHO had to wait until 1990 for official recognition. The LIDHO was in the forefront
               of efforts to establish the rule of law in Côte d’Ivoire, ensuring an independent
               justice system, and to defend the academic freedoms and privileges of students and
               teachers as they struggled against the Ivoirian state under President Félix Houphouët-Boigny. The LIDHO also campaigned for the reactivation of Article 7 of the Ivoirian constitution
               which formally recognized the principle of multi-partyism and provided for the exercise
               of individual liberties. The LIDHO has a presence in all the major cities in the country.
               It has established two mechanisms for monitoring human rights: the Human Rights and
               Freedoms Observatory in the academic environment and the Rights of People Living with
               HIV/AIDS Observatory.
            

            
             Although Ivoirian students and teachers in particular accused the government of human
               rights abuses, Côte d’Ivoire actually witnessed none of the widespread abuse of power,
               arbitrary arrests, and torture of detainees associated with other authoritarian and
               especially military regimes across Africa before 2000. Indeed, the characterization
               of Houphouët-Boigny as a benevolent dictator was pretty accurate.
            

            
             The constitution guarantees freedom of religion; the right is generally respected,
               although religious organizations are required to register with the authorities. And
               since 1990, freedom of expression and press are generally respected. As a result, the media landscape has been transformed, with
               the emergence of private FM radio stations and newspapers, including investigative
               reporting by intrepid journalists, satirical publications, and comic strips. However,
               the media is regulated by a new law that was passed in 1991 in place of the French
               law of 1881. This new law was not exactly welcomed with open arms. It is perceived
               in some quarters as a mechanism for muzzling critical speech and reporting, an instrument
               of control. It is true that Ivoirian journalists have been physically attacked, sentenced
               to jail terms, and fined; newspapers have been suspended; and publishing houses have
               been ransacked or trashed and their equipment destroyed.
            

            
             One area of human rights where Côte d’Ivoire has made slow progress is in the area
               of women’s political rights and gender equality or parity. Despite the important contributions
               Ivoirian women made to the anti-colonial struggle, as epitomized by the famous women’s march on Grand Bassam in December 1949, a woman was not appointed to the cabinet until 1976, and then only
               as minister in charge of women’s affairs, Jeanne Gervais (1976–84). This type of tokenism was pervasive throughout other organs of the government,
               state and single party. Things began to change in the 1990s. Since then, women have
               made more rapid progress; at all levels and in all areas where they have had an opportunity
               to perform, they have demonstrated competence and success. Like their counterparts
               elsewhere on the continent, Ivoirian women are ready to lead.
            

            
             Meanwhile, the access of girls to education continues to lag behind that of boys.
               This is especially the case in areas of the northern region because of a combination
               of poverty and socio-cultural influences and attitudes. Moreover, as one moves up
               the education ladder from primary to secondary and then to the tertiary level, women’s
               access becomes even more restricted, not to mention gender streaming into certain
               courses of study that are reflective of gender stereotyping and compatible with traditional
               female roles. In addition, women’s access to property, especially in rural areas,
               is limited. This is not because of discriminatory legislation per se, but because
               of socio-cultural pressures and women’s lack of knowledge of their rights.
            

            
             Ironically, the political competition of the 1990s opened the country up to the cynical
               manipulation of identity politics by leaders from Henri Konan Bédié to Laurent Gbagbo. Konan Bédié introduced the highly divisive, ultra-nationalist
               ideology of ivoirité, which was used to discriminate against so-called foreigners, with Alassane Ouattara
               perceived as the number one foreigner. General Robert Guéï and Laurent Gbagbo continued the same policy when they came to power. President Laurent
               Gbagbo’s security forces were accused of human rights violations, including arbitrary
               arrest of citizens, torturing of detainees, and acting with impunity. These violations
               were more rampant in 2000, during the rebellion in September 2002 and the civil war
               from 2002 to 2007, and following the post-election crisis in 2010–11. They have been
               accused of systematically targeting young Muslim supporters of the opposition party,
               the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), and its leader, Alassane Ouattara. This was a major grievance of the coup makers in September 2002. From their perspective, this would be confirmed by the
               post-coup developments in which non-citizen foreigners from Burkina Faso and Mali
               in particular were targeted for reprisals by the security forces and pro-Gbagbo militias.
               In the context of the civil and military conflict, women and girls, some as young
               as six, were subjected to rape and other forms of gender-based violence. In addition,
               although female genital mutilation (FGM) has been a crime since 1998, it is still
               practiced, especially in rural areas and among the Muslim population, partly as a
               result of the failure of government to implement awareness-raising programs or to
               punish perpetrators of the crime. Indeed, we know of only a single case of prosecution
               of the crime of FGM. Moreover, Ivoirian law offers little protection to battered and
               abused women. Perpetrators of sexual violence are rarely brought to trial, let alone
               condemned. The male-dominated justice system is biased in favor of handling such cases
               at home or within the family.
            

            
             Furthermore, there are many discriminatory legal provisions within the Ivoirian Civil
               Service Code and the Criminal Code. For instance, the Civil Code provides that the
               man holds the status of head of the family (Article 58). The husband chooses the family
               residence (Article 60); he has the right under common law to administer and dispose
               of marital property (Article 81). A woman can be punished for adultery wherever the
               offence is committed, while the man is only punished in the case of habitual adultery
               or adultery that takes place in the marital home (Criminal Code, Article 391). Moreover,
               according to the Law on Succession 1964 (No. 64–374), “property is passed to the parents
               and his spouse, in that order.” The row over the new marriage law that led to the
               dissolution of the government by President Alassane Ouattara on 14 November 2012 is
               both a reflection of the kind of leadership that is required to bring about respect
               for human rights and also the forces that are at work against it.
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         	INDIGÉNAT

         
         	
            Term describing the broad disciplinary powers French colonial administrators had over
               those individuals under their jurisdiction who were not French citizens. They could
               punish infractions without any form of required legal process. The indigénat was encoded in two French decrees of 1912 and 1924. An administrative arrêté instituted the indigénat in Côte d’Ivoire, enumerating 46 infractions uniquely applicable to indigenous non-citizens.
               Sixteen offenses were made punishable by up to 15 days in jail or a 100-franc fine.
               A decree of 1931 authorized French subjects to ask for cases to be heard in French
               courts, but this provision was rarely applied.
            

            
             Under the Front Populaire government, there was further liberalization in a decree
               of 1937, which specified 11 conditions to be met in order for someone to become a
               French citizen. (Less than 1 percent of the colonial population outside the four communes
               of Senegal had achieved citizenship by 1937). There was also some softening of the
               application of the indigénat under the Front Populaire. However, the relaxation of harsh treatment was reversed
               under the Vichy government’s colonial administration during World War II. Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s ability to get the French Constituent Assembly to abolish the uniformly resented indigénat in 1946 considerably enhanced his political power and stature, and thus his political
               career. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	INDUSTRY

         
         	
            Manufacturing grew at 13 percent per annum from independence until the 1980s. Its
               share of GDP was 4 percent in 1960, 14 percent in 1980, and 17 percent in 1985. The
               expansion has been based on import substitution and the processing of agricultural
               raw materials for export. Manufacturing has developed in the private sector, mainly
               as a result of foreign investment attracted by a liberal and stable investment climate.
               Industrial output showed rapid growth in the 1960s and 1970s, with a total turnover
               of 143 billion F CFA in 1970 and 368 billion in 1980. However, industrial employment
               rose more slowly, as did the value added by industry. Thus, Ivoirian industry is highly
               capital intensive, with a high import content; it was also not well linked to other
               sectors. In other words, it had limited backward and forward linkages, although that
               is gradually changing. Primary products as a share of total exports increased slightly
               between 1975 and 1980, and the share for manufactured exports fell accordingly.
            

            
             After going through economic difficulties in the 1980s and 1990s that hampered industrial
               output, economic and industrial activity has picked up again. The industrial sector
               contributed 29 percent to GDP in 2000. There is significant development of processing
               industries in the forest zone of the southern coastal region, in and around the commercial
               capital, Abidjan. These include palm oil mills, soap factories, a flour mill, fruit-canning factories,
               a tuna-canning factory, breweries for beer, soft drink plants, rubber-processing plants,
               sugar mills, cotton-ginning plants, and coffee- and cocoa-bean processing plants.
               Chemical and lubricant industries are also significant, centered on Petroci, the state-owned
               oil company, and the state-owned oil refinery, the Société Ivoirienne de Raffinage
               (SIR), located in the Vridi industrial area. Bouaké, in the center of the country, has also become an important industrial center.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire is also endowed with a significant lumber industry. Its plywood factories
               and numerous sawmills produce largely for export. The industry has resulted in significant
               deforestation, which is implicated in regional climate change. Another area of growth
               is that of the construction materials industry. Brick works, quarries, and cement
               plants have experienced substantial growth.
            

            
             There has been substantial privatization of state-owned enterprises, including electricity
               and water utilities, over the last two decades, with more to come.
            

            
         

         
         	INSTITUT D’EMISSION DE L’AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE FRANÇAISE ET DU TOGO (IEAOFT)

         
         	INSTITUT D’EMISSION DE L’AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE . . . (IEAOFT)

         
         	
            Bank of currency issue for French West Africa and Togo from 1955 to 1959, at which
               time it was converted to the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO).
            

            
         

         
         	INTERNATIONAL COCOA ORGANIZATION (ICO)

         
         	
            Organization of cocoa producing and consuming countries, the signatories of the International Cocoa Agreements.
               Located in London, the ICO was instituted in 1973 to implement the first International
               Cocoa Agreement, which was negotiated at the United Nations International Cocoa Conference
               in Geneva. There have been seven such agreements since 1973. The Seventh International
               Cocoa Agreement was negotiated in Geneva in 2010 and came into force provisionally
               on 1 October 2012. Côte d’Ivoire signed the agreement on 20 September, and it was
               ratified on 16 May 2012.
            

            
             Countries controlling at least 80 percent of the export market had to sign the agreement
               for it to take effect, which gave Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana tremendous leverage, especially
               if they could coordinate their policies. It finally went into effect without the signature
               of either the largest producer, Côte d’Ivoire, or the United States (which took the
               opposite position that the floor intervention price was too high). In 1979–80, Côte
               d’Ivoire tried unilaterally to support cocoa prices by withholding 150,000 tons from
               the market. However, the other countries filled in, and the price slump continued.
               Côte d’Ivoire was eventually forced to sell at a discount.
            

            
         

         
         	INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT (ICC)

         
         	
            A permanent international court that was instituted in 1998 out of a recognition of
               the unsatisfactory use of ad hoc tribunal method to deal with the prosecution of particularly
               heinous crimes or atrocities such as those perpetrated by Serbs in Kosovo and Hutus
               in Rwanda. The ICC conducts investigations into alleged atrocities and, where necessary,
               prosecutes alleged perpetrators of war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity,
               and ethnic cleansing.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire signed the Rome Statute on 30 November 1998 even though it did not
               ratify it until February 2013, the 122nd country to do so. However, the Republic of
               Côte d’Ivoire, through its foreign minister, recognized the competence of the ICC
               on 18 April 2003 under the provisions of Article 12(3) of the Rome Statute. On 14
               December 2010, President Alassane Ouattara reaffirmed Côte d’Ivoire’s acceptance of the ICC’s jurisdiction and committed his
               country to full cooperation, and without delay, “especially regarding all the crimes
               and exactions committed since March 2004.”
            

            
             Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé are accused of four counts of crimes against humanity: murder, rape, other inhumane
               acts or—in the alternative—attempted murder, and persecution, allegedly committed
               in the context of post-election violence in Côte d’Ivoire between 16 December 2010
               and 12 April 2011. The charges were confirmed against them on 12 June 2014 and 11
               December 2014, respectively, and their trial assigned to Trial Chamber I. On 11 March
               2015, Trial Chamber I merged the two cases in order to ensure the efficacy and expeditiousness
               of the proceedings. The chamber will set the trial date in due course. Laurent Gbagbo
               and Charles Blé Goudé are in the court’s custody.
            

            
             Simone Gbagbo is wanted by the ICC on four counts of crimes against humanity: (a) murder, (b) rape
               and other sexual violence, (c) persecution, and (d) other inhuman acts, allegedly
               committed in the context of post-election violence in Côte d’Ivoire between 16 December
               2010 and 12 April 2011. The prosecution applied for a warrant of arrest on 7 February
               2012. The Pre-Trial Chamber I unsealed the warrant of arrest for her on 22 November
               2012. Unlike her husband and Blé Goudé, Simone Gbagbo is not in the custody of the
               ICC because the government of Côte d’Ivoire has refused to send her there for prosecution.
               Instead, she has been tried for and convicted of economic crimes in Abidjan and sentenced
               to 20 years’ imprisonment.
            

            
         

         
         	INVESTMENT CODE

         
         	
            In 1959 the Ivoirian government adopted an investment code that encouraged foreign
               direct investment in real estate, industry, production and assembly of consumer goods, plantations, mining, and energy. Investors were guaranteed tax stability for 25 years, an exemption from duties on
               the import of raw materials, and a 50 percent reduction of export taxes on export-oriented
               products. By 1965 individual investment agreements had been completed, with 45 firms
               having a joint capital of over $100 million. Eighty percent of foreign investment
               in 1967 was French, while only 3.7 percent was American. Earnings and dividends returned
               to France rose from $18.3 million in 1963 to $34.2 million in 1968, for an annual average rate
               of growth of 13 percent. There were no limitations on the repatriation of profits
               or capital, or any regulation of technology transfer.
            

            
             It was a uniquely liberal approach to foreign investment in the Third World at that
               time, and it stimulated, along with political stability, a rapid industrialization
               based on foreign investment. A new investment code was implemented in 1984 that offered
               incentives to small Ivoirian-owned businesses and to those that are labor intensive.
            

            
         

         
         	ISLAM

         
         	
            Islam spread into Côte d’Ivoire across the savanna of the western Sudan. Of four codified
               versions of Islamic law, Malekite (Maliki) prevails in Côte d’Ivoire (and most of
               Africa). The Maninka rulers of Mali spread Islam through the savanna from the 13th to the 18th centuries.
               In the 18th century, the Muslim Dyula kingdom of Kong was established in Côte d’Ivoire. In the 19th century, Samory’s invasions brought new Islamic elements to the country.
            

            
             West African Islam is orthodox Sunni, but generally retains local traditions, and
               is more tolerant of diversity than elsewhere. It generally follows Sufism, a mystical
               movement organized into brotherhoods, who follow a great teacher and his spokesmen
               (marabouts). The brotherhood is a religious order but also offers adherents mutual
               aid and social discipline. There are four brotherhoods in Côte d’Ivoire: Qadiriya
               is dominant, and Tidjaniya is important. Followers of Senoussiya and Ahmadiya are
               few in number. Qadiriya was founded in the 11th century in Iraq and came to West Africa
               in the 15th century, centered in Mauritania.
            

            
             Ahmadiya blossomed in Abidjan in the 1960s and 1970s, with over 650 adherents by 1978. It is originally from the
               Indian Subcontinent, entering Anglophone West Africa early in the 20th century. It
               is the only non-Sunni Muslim brotherhood in West Africa and is distinctive in allowing
               women to participate in prayers and in its sponsorship of schools and hospitals.
            

            
             The marabout is a curer and a mystic, considered to have powerful fetish power even
               by non-Muslims. Wahabism, a reform ideology that originated in 19th-century Saudi
               Arabia, is a reaction to maraboutism; it was brought to a school in Bamako, Mali,
               attended by students from northern Côte d’Ivoire and Agboville. It was also spread by merchants returning from the hajj. Wahabism is especially
               influential in Bouaké among rich Maninka merchants. In 1955, there were 300 mosques, 970 Koranic schools,
               and over 320 marabouts in the country. Although precise numbers are hard to pin down,
               it is generally accepted that Muslims make up close to 38 percent of the population
               of Côte d’Ivoire. Foreigners (migrant workers from neighboring countries) are also
               70 percent Muslim and only 20 percent Christian. Islam has been making many converts,
               especially among the Mossi in the cities.
            

            
         

         
         	IVOIRIANIZATION

         
         	
            The Ivoirian variant of Africanization or the replacement of expatriates by indigenous
               workers, especially at the managerial level. At independence, Félix Houphouët-Boigny discouraged what he termed “cut-rate Africanization,” arguing that expatriates should
               be replaced only at the rate at which equally well-trained Ivoirians became available
               to replace them. The demand for Ivoirianization increased dramatically in the 1970s:
               it was estimated in 1978 that 1,900 Ivoirians with post-secondary education would
               seek 700 jobs at that level each year, and that 18,000 secondary-school graduates
               would compete for 4,600 jobs. Faced with those numbers, the government issued a “charter
               of Ivoirianization” in 1978, requiring firms to submit long-term plans for high-level
               indigenization. The program was accelerated by budget constraints in the 1980s, and
               the number of French co-opérants dropped dramatically from 4,000 in 1980 to 1,300 in 1991. There may now be as few
               as 250 co-opérants remaining, of whom 140 are in the education service where they had long been dominant.
            

            
         

         
         	IVORIAN

         
         	
            An English translation for the French Ivoirien. Ivoirian is the preferred translation used in this work.
            

            
         

         
         	IVORY

         
         	
            Elephant tusks were the first major item of trade between Ivoirians and Europeans, which of
               course caused the area to be named Côte des Dents (Coast of Tusks) and later, Côte
               d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast). Ivory remained the principal object of European trade from
               the 16th to the 18th century. Ivory trade was especially concentrated along the western
               coast, at Tabou, Grand Bereby, San Pédro, Drewin, and Sassandra.
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         	JACQUEVILLE

         
         	
            Town on the barrier island halfway between Abidjan and Grand Lahou, and also a département of the same name. Known as Half-Jack, after the British Union Jack because it was
               the first place in Côte d’Ivoire where the Union Jack was raised in the pre-colonial
               period when the British occupied the territory, it was a point of European, especially
               English, trade with the interior, controlled by the coastal Alladian people. It grew as a French slave port; it is now primarily a fishing port and a
               seaside resort. It could only be reached by ferry across the Ebrié Lagoon until March 2015 with the inauguration of the brand new bridge Philippe Grégoire Yacé. It has a population of 56,633 (2007), the vast majority (more than 70 percent) of whom are less than
               20 years old. There is also a very strong foreign presence of 41 percent among the
               population of the département as a whole.
            

            
             There is extensive cultivation of coconuts in the area, along with palm oil and rubber. Jacqueville is also known for the traditional or local pineapples, which are long and narrow, with completely white and very sweet flesh, unless nitrate
               fertilizer is applied during cultivation, in which case they become yellow and taste
               like pineapples bought in Western supermarkets. The town’s spiritual leader and most
               celebrated political figure, as well as the leading pineapple producer, was none other
               than the late Philippe Grégoire Yacé.
            

            
         

         
         	JEUNES PATRIOTES

         
         	
            A nationalist movement of young Ivoirians led by Charles Blé Goudé. It is also known as the Alliance des Jeunes Patriotes pour le Sursaut National.
               It is unclear how many young patriots there are, although their leaders say they number
               in the thousands. They evolved from a purely political movement into youth militia
               used by the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) to prop up the rule of ex-president Laurent Gbagbo. They were opposed to the French military presence established by the defense agreement
               signed on 24 April 1961 between Côte d’Ivoire and France, and against Alassane Ouattara. In a communiqué released on 30 November 2004, the Fédération Internationale des
               Droits de l’Homme (FIDH) denounced the violence and xenophobic demonstrations of the
               “young patriots” and their extortion against foreigners living in Abidjan. On 27 July 2005, Reporters without Borders accused the young patriots of installing
               predatory rule in Abidjan. Indeed, while Laurent and Simone Gbagbo were in power, the Jeunes Patriotes felt protected; they carried out all kinds of
               human rights violations with impunity.
            

            
         

         
         	JEUNESSE RASSEMBLEMENT DÉMOCRATIQUE AFRICAIN DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (JRDACI)

         
         	JEUNESSE RASSEMBLEMENT DÉMOCRATIQUE . . . (JRDACI)

         
         	
            Youth branch of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) founded in 1958 in response to a demand from younger members for their own
               autonomous branch of the party. Influenced by the consensus in the Fédération des
               Etudiants d’Afrique Noire en France (FEANF) in favor of immediate independence, the
               JRDACI sought its own independence in 1959 from the PDCI while trying simultaneously
               to push the parent body in a more radical direction. In order to bring it under control,
               the PDCI leadership removed its privilege of selling membership cards so that the
               JRDACI was forced to depend on the party for revenue. Control was reestablished by
               co-opting the JRDACI leaders into party and territorial positions. However, many JRDACI
               leaders were implicated in the alleged coup plots of 1963, and the organization was
               dissolved.
            

            
         

         
         	JUDICIARY

         
         	
            The Ivoirian constitution provides for an independent judiciary, although “independence”
               has been in short supply for much of the post-colonial period. Political appointees
               at all levels of the judiciary generally did the bidding of their patron presidents.
               Nevertheless, the Ivoirian court system is modeled on that of the French. There is
               a Court of First Instance (Cour de Première Instance) in each of the principal towns,
               with competence in civil, criminal, commercial, and administrative cases. In Abidjan, there is a Court of Appeals, a State Security Court, and a Supreme Court with four
               chambers: Constitutional, Judicial, Administrative, and Auditing. There is also the
               High Court of Justice, which has the authority to try government officials in cases
               related to the performance of their duties. The High Court, which consists of deputies
               elected by the Assemblée Nationale, may only impeach the president in cases of high treason. The Higher Council of Magistrates
               examines cases related to judicial independence and sanctions senior magistrates.
               A constitutional council of seven members is responsible for determining the eligibility
               of candidates for election to the presidency and the legislature, conducting referenda,
               and announcing the results of elections. It consists of a president, the former presidents
               of the country, and six councilors appointed by the president and by the president
               of the Assemblée Nationale for a period of six years.
            

            
             Ordinary citizens do not have much confidence in the independence and impartiality
               of the Ivoirian judiciary. They feel that the judiciary is corrupt. Instead of submitting
               their disputes and conflicts to the judicial system for resolution, they prefer to
               resort to extra-judicial means of settlement.
            

            
             The judges are nominated by the Superior Council of the Magistrature, a seven-member
               body consisting of the national president as chairman, three “bench” judges, and three
               public prosecutors. The judges are appointed for life.
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         	KABA, NIALÉ (1962–)

         
         	
            A technocrat, academic, and politician. On 22 November 2012, Nialé Kaba became the
               first woman to head the Ministry of Economy and Finance. This singular honor is the
               culmination of an illustrious educational, academic, and professional career. Nialé
               Kaba was born in Bouko in the sub-prefecture of Bouna and attended secondary school at the Lycée Moderne d’Abengourou. She graduated in June 1981 and was admitted to the University of Abidjan. In June 1985, she graduated with a master’s degree in economics; she also pursued
               several post-graduate studies in statistics and economics, first with the Centre Européen
               de Formation des Economistes Statisticiens des Pays en Développement (CESD), Paris,
               with a focus on macroeconomics in June 1989, then a diploma in international and development
               economics from the University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne in September 1989; she
               also received a diploma in economic policy management from the International Monetary
               Fund (IMF) Institute in November 1993.
            

            
             Nialé Kaba started her career teaching macroeconomics at the École Nationale Supérieure
               de Statistique et d’Economie Appliquée (ENSEA) in Abidjan (1990–92), and from 1991
               to 1996 she was in charge of studies conducted by the economic and financial council
               of the office of prime minister, especially as they relate to budget, taxation, and
               finance. In that role, she was particularly involved in the elaboration and execution
               of the structural adjustment program. From 1996 to 2000, she was deputy chief of staff
               of the prime minister. In 1997–98, Nialé Kaba participated in the work of the ad hoc
               committee established by the government to restructure the Société Nationale d’Opérations
               Pétrolières (Petroci). She was the national coordinator of the national adjustment
               program for the transport sector (1998–2000).
            

            
             In 2000, Nialé Kaba went from the prime minister’s office to become the deputy director
               of the Ministry of Economy and Finance, then adviser on the economy and good governance
               in the Bureau National d’Études Techniques et de Développement (BNETD). At BNETD,
               she was also coordinator of projects in Guinea (2001–3). She then was back in the
               ministry, this time as chief of staff of the Ministry of Craft Industry and Monitoring
               the Informal Sector (2003–5). She also served a short stint as interim chief executive
               of Côte d’Ivoire tourism from February 2006 to March 2007. Her substantive ministerial
               appointments came in 2012 when she became minister for the promotion of housing from 13 March to 22 November 2012, then minister delegate to the prime minister,
               in charge of economy and finance since November 2012. The trajectory of Nialé Kaba’s
               professional career positions her beautifully to become a contender for premiership
               some time in the near future, especially if her mentor and patron, President Alassane Ouattara, is elected to a second term.
            

            
         

         
         	KABADUGU (KABADOUGOU)

         
         	
            Site of a Malinke trading kingdom established in 1860 at Odienné by Vakaba Touré. The Touré family led a stratum of Islamized warlords in governing large numbers
               of non-Muslim captives.
            

            
         

         
         	KABLAN DUNCAN, DANIEL (1943–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian technocrat and two-time prime minister. He was born in Ouellé in the sub-prefecture
               of Daoukro, the hometown of ex-president Henri Konan Bédié, although he is an Nzima who calls Grand Bassam home. He studied at the Lycée Classique d’Abidjan from 1957 to 1963, focusing on mathematics. He went on to enroll in preparatory classes
               at the Lycée Michel Montaigne de Bordeau, France, for admission to the French Grandes Écoles from October 1963 to June 1964; he took
               the competitive entrance examination to the Institut Commercial de Nancy, the École
               des Hautes Études Commerciales du Nord (EDHEC) de Lille, and the École Supérieure
               de Commerce de Bordeaux. He passed the entrance examination with flying colors and
               chose to enroll in the Institut Commercial de Nancy from September 1964 to June 1967.
               He received his master’s degree in commercial engineering at the Université de Nancy
               in 1967; then he received specialized training in international trade at the Institut
               de Commerce International de Paris (1967–68).
            

            
             Daniel Kablan Duncan began his professional career in the Ivoirian Ministry of Economy
               and Finance in 1970 and served as deputy director of interventions and external economic
               relations until 1973. From 1973 to 1974, he did a six-month stint at the International
               Monetary Fund (IMF) institute in analysis and fiscal policies and was then hired as
               a “special appointee” by the IMF. From 1974 to 1986, Kablan Duncan was employed by
               the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO) as head of the studies department of its bureau in Abidjan, then became deputy
               to the national director. After serving as the executive director of the Caisse Nationale
               de Prévoyance Sociale de Côte d’Ivoire (CNPS) from 1986 to 1987, Kablan Duncan was
               back at the BCEAO in Dakar from 1989 to 1990, appointed as general director for heritage
               and informatics, but not for long; in July 1990, he was named minister of economy
               and finance of Côte d’Ivoire. From November 1990 to December 1993, he was named minister
               delegate in the office of Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara, with responsibility for the economy, finance, budget, planning, trade, and industry.
            

            
             Daniel Kablan Duncan is known more as a technocrat than a politician; he remained
               neutral in and was unaffected by the brief succession struggle between his two bosses,
               Alassane Ouattara and Konan Bédié. Thus, from 11 December 1993 to 24 December 1999,
               he succeeded Ouattara as prime minister and head of government for the first time.
               He was also successively minister of economy and finance, then of planning and development.
               He was thus one of the main architects, along with Ouattara, of the Côte d’Ivoire’s
               austerity measures and privatization of the early 1990s designed to address the acute
               economic crisis of the 1980s. He also presided over the successful management of the
               devaluation of the CFA franc in January 1994 so that it produced minimal economic
               and social dislocation and did not derail the overall economic recovery program.
            

            
             Daniel Kablan Duncan was flown into exile on 27 December 1999 following the overthrow
               of President Konan Bédié, transiting through Lomé to France. He returned to Abidjan
               on 5 November 2000 after a meeting with Laurent Gbagbo. Despite being out of the limelight for more than a decade, Kablan Duncan was named
               senior minister and minister of foreign affairs by President Alassane Ouattara. After
               serving as Côte d’Ivoire’s chief diplomat for just about a year and a half (1 June
               2011 to 21 November 2012), he was named prime minister for the second time, replacing
               Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio. As before, he has kept the portfolios of economy and finance as well. He and Charles Koffi Diby traded positions, with Diby who had served as minister of finance becoming the new
               minister of foreign affairs. Like Ahoussou-Kouadio, Kablan Duncan is a member of the
               Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), the second leading party in the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) coalition with Ouattara’s Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR).
            

            
         

         
         	KACOU, ALCIDE AUGUSTIN (1919–2011)

         
         	
            From 1962 to 1970, minister for public works and transport. Alcide Augustin Kacou
               was born in Bingerville; he studied engineering at Aix-en-Provence (1938–43), the first Ivoirian to do so.
               He began his engineering career in France, in steelworks and the railway system. From 1947 to 1950, he was a railway depot
               chief in Côte d’Ivoire of the Régie Abidjan Niger (RAN), then in Guinea from 1950 to 1952. In 1952, he returned to Côte d’Ivoire as
               head of the diesel section in Abidjan. Under the loi-cadre administration in 1957, he became minister for technical education, a post he held
               into the independence period in 1961. From 1961 to 1963, his title changed to minister
               of public works, transport, post, and telecommunications; in 1963, the portfolio for
               construction was added to these. However, in 1964, the position was reorganized to
               cover just public works and transport; he held these responsibilities until 1970.
               He was a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) from 1968 to 1980.
            

            
             Alcide Augustin Kacou held other important positions in the public and private sectors.
               In addition to serving as the deputy of Korhogo (1958–60) and mayor of Grand Bassam (1960–66), he was also the first Ivoirian president of the Rotary Club of Abidjan
               (1960–61), the founding manager of Air Afrique (1961–96), and the first chief executive of the national airline Air Ivoire. He was also former chief executive officer of the Hotafric, a multi-national company.
               Alcide Kacou was equally active as an industrialist, having founded (in 1960) and
               then operated the Société Abidjan Industrie (Abi) and Société Ivoire Industries (S2I),
               with a virtual monopoly on repair and construction of railway equipment.
            

            
             Over a long life, Alcide Kacou chalked up a number of firsts, as is evident from
               the above. He is therefore deserving of the high honors bestowed on him as Grand Officier
               de l’Ordre National, Grand Officier de l’Ordre du Mérite Nationale, Commandeur de
               la Legion d’Honneur, and Prix Nessim Habif 1979 de la Société des Arts et Métiers.
               He passed away in Abidjan on 18 April 2011.
            

            
         

         
         	KADIOHA

         
         	
            Dyula-dominated chiefdom created at the site of the Senufo village of Pundya as the result of a military expedition from Kong in the mid-18th century. It remained independent until conquered by Samory in 1894. The French replaced Samory in 1898, designating Kadioha a canton. According
               to Robert Launay, Kadioha was the only example of a Dyula chiefdom that exercised
               power over Senufo villages, a relationship that remained tense until the arrival of
               the French. It is located 17 kilometers north of Samatiguila and 60 kilometers south of Korhogo. At independence, the village of Kadioha, in the sub-prefecture of Dikodougou, had
               a population of 2,000.
            

            
         

         
         	KAMARA

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	KANIKEU LIA

         
         	
            War chief of the Kpehiri clan of the Bakwe, whose village was located in the heart of the forest through which the Sassandra River flows. When, in 1903, the colonial administration transferred a post to nearby Guideko,
               Kanikeu Lia accused that village of favoring colonial control over his own. It took
               the colonial administration eight months to bring Lia to a peaceful agreement of the
               issue. He continued to passively oppose colonial rule, attempting to avoid contact
               with it. For two years, Lia managed to conceal the village of Kpehiri in the forest,
               as the administration tried in vain to locate it. Lia is still remembered in the lore
               of his Bakwe descendants as a great hunter and a stubborn individualist.
            

            
         

         
         	KARITE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	KASSI DIHE

         
         	
            Ruler of the Anyi kingdom of Ndenye in the 1890s. He refused to sign a treaty with the French in 1894 and successfully
               resisted a French show of force. However, because his claim to the Ndenye stool was
               new and insecure, the French succeeded in forming an alliance with the kings of Béttié
               and Sanwi and dissidents in Ndenye against him. Kassi Dihe surrendered to the French in October
               1895 and was deported to Gabon where he died two years later.
            

            
         

         
         	KASSI, SERGE (1962–)

         
         	
            One of the three leading Ivoirian reggae stars, he currently lives in exile. He formed
               a band in 1980 while in school called the Roots, and between 1980 and 1989 he started
               participating in music competitions organized on national radio-television such as
               Radio vacances, Vacances Cultures, and Podium. His big break came in 1990 with his first album, I’m Proud, the single-highest grossing album in the history of the country. It sold 100,000
               copies in Côte d’Ivoire and an estimated 300,000 on the black market. In the same
               year, he won the award for the best African clip in the African Awards. He is idolized
               by Ivoirian youth because he sings about their plight, their hopes and aspirations.
            

            
             Serge Kassi considers himself a firm believer in legality or constitutionality. As
               such, he has stood up for Laurent Gbagbo and Blé Goudé, whom he perceives as victims of injustice. He refuses to return to his country as
               long as Gbagbo, Blé Goudé, and all the other detainees are in jail, are in exile,
               or are being prosecuted by the Alassane Ouattara regime, a regime he considers illegal, imposed by force of arms. For now at least,
               his refusal to come to terms with the new dispensation has locked him in a feud with
               Alpha Blondy.
            

            
         

         
         	KASSY, ROGER FULGENCE (1956–1989)

         
         	
            The most beloved journalist and radio-television presenter of his time, he died too
               soon, at age 33, of cirrhosis of the liver. Nicknamed “RFK,” Roger Fulgence Kassy
               was the producer of a number of highly acclaimed television shows that aired on the
               national Radio Télévision Ivoirienne (RTI), including Super Star Station; Jamboree; Tremplin, which became the wildly popular Podium in 1977; and Première chance. As the name suggests, “Première chance” gave young, struggling artists an opportunity to showcase their musical talents.
               Among those whose musical careers took off after appearing on the show are his childhood
               friend Alpha Blondy, Frederic Ehui Meiway, and Serge Kassi. His enduring legacy, Podium, is as popular as ever, and now produced by Didier Bléou.
            

            
         

         
         	KATIOLA

         
         	
            A sub-prefecture in the Bandama region in the center-north of the country. Katiola
               is served by a station on the national railway line and by a small regional airport. Nearby is the diamond mine at Tortiya; since
               1974 when the Saremci mining company went bankrupt, the mine has been taken over by
               artisanal prospectors who work it under appallingly dangerous conditions. The population of Katiola is predominantly Tagbana (related to the Senufo), who are agricultural, and Mangoro (Malinke), who are traders and craftsmen. The town had a population of 12,000 in 1980; since 2010, it has surpassed 60,000. Katiola is renowned for its
               pottery. In the aftermath of the 2002 rebellion, the northern half of the country
               that fell to the Forces Nouvelles (FN) was divided into 10 zones or “com’zones,” each placed under a single “commandant
               de zone” appointed by Guillaume Soro. In 2006, Katiola was designated com’zone 2 and, in 2007, placed under Touré Hervé
               Pelikan, best known as Vetcho.
            

            
         

         
         	KEI BOGUINARD, EMILE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	KÉITA, BALLA (1938–2002)

         
         	
            Former minister-delegate to the presidency. Dr. Balla Kéita was born in Korhogo and earned a doctorate in veterinary medicine. He was appointed to the steering committee
               of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and the Economic and Social Council in 1976. He was named minister of scientific
               research from 1981 to 1983 and minister of national education from 1983 to 1990. In
               the 1980s, he was sometimes mentioned as a possible successor to the presidency.
            

            
             During his tenure as minister of education, Dr. Balla Kéita took an uncompromising
               stand when it came to dealing with student disturbances. He favored conscripting student
               leaders who fomented trouble into the army for “national and civic education.” He
               was unabashed in singing the praises of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, whom he affectionately called “Nanan Houphouët.” Nevertheless, President Houphouët
               removed him from the Education Ministry in 1990 in response to persistent university
               student demands.
            

            
             Dr. Balla Kéita left the PDCI to join the Union pour la Démocratie et la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI), the party founded by General Robert Guéï. He was serving as the party’s secretary general when he was assassinated on 1 August
               2002 in Ouagadougou where he had taken up temporary residence. The crime scene had been staged to make
               it look like he was killed during a sexual escapade. The murder remains unsolved.
            

            
         

         
         	KEÏTA, FATOU

         
         	
            Ivoirian writer. Fatou Keïta is best known for her children’s books. She was born
               in Soubré and received her early childhood education in Bordeaux, France, where her father
               who was a medical doctor was pursuing a specialization in surgery. She later attended
               high school in Bouaké and graduated in 1974. She obtained a secretarial degree at Abidjan Technical College; she proceeded to London to study English but then returned to
               Abidjan and, in 1981, received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Abidjan-Cocody, as well as a master’s a little later. She also completed a doctorate in Anglo-Saxon
               studies at the University of Caen, France. She has been a lecturer in the English
               department at the University of Abidjan-Cocody.
            

            
             Fatou Keïta had early success writing for children. Her book Le petit garçon bleu (The little blue boy) won first prize in a literary competition for children’s books
               in 1994. It also received the Ivoirian Prize for Excellence and, later (1997), the
               United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) commendation
               for children’s books that promote tolerance. The book has been translated into English
               and German. Fatou Keïta has made a significant contribution to children’s literature.
               However, in 1995, she received a Fulbright scholarship to Charlotte, Virginia, to
               research black women writers in the United States and in England. She was encouraged
               by her interactions with women writers and critics in the United States to try her
               hand at writing novels.
            

            
             Her first novel, Rebelle (Rebel), published in 1998, became a best seller in Côte d’Ivoire. It is Keïta’s
               literary contribution to the struggle against the practice of female genital cutting,
               which, she argues, is a gross violation of human rights.
            

            
         

         
         	KOBINA, GEORGES DJÉNI (1937–1998)

         
         	
            Ivoirian teacher and politician. He was born in Gagnoa in the west although his parents are Nzima from Grand Bassam–Azuretti. He attended primary and secondary school in Soubré and Daloa. From 1954 to 1956, Djéni Kobina was a schoolteacher at the École Régionale. Then
               he enrolled in the Lycée Classique d’Abidjan for his secondary education. He passed his baccalaureate examination with flying
               colors in 1959 in experimental science. He was sent to Paris to continue his studies
               on a government scholarship at the University of Nancy-Lorraine. He was enrolled in
               the faculty of arts and received his bachelor’s in history-geography in 1963, and
               the CAPES in history-geography in 1966.
            

            
             Djéni Kobina returned home in 1966 and joined the civil service. He was posted to
               the Lycée de Bingerville in 1968, then became principal of the Lycée Classique de Bouaké in 1969. A year later, he was named regional director of education in Abidjan. However,
               in 1971, he was imprisoned for his trade union activism and organizing strikes and
               drafted into the military. Djéni Kobina’s trade union activism dates back to his student
               days in France. Between 1963 and 1966, he was successively actively involved in the Union Générale des Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (UGECI), the Ivoirian branch of the Fédération des Etudiants d’Afrique Noire (FEANF-CI) with Francis Wodié as a comrade, and the Union des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (UNEECI). In 1970, he created the Syndicat National des Enseignants du Secondaire de Côte d’Ivoire (SYNESCI). He served as the organization’s first secretary general for a year.
            

            
             Following his release from 22 months’ forced recruitment into the military in 1973,
               Djéni Kobina was named inspector general of national education. Between 1976 and 1990,
               he was named chief of staff of several ministries, starting in 1976 with that of social
               affairs, then of security in 1983, and of communication in 1990. Nevertheless, two
               decades after his first arrest, Djéni Kobina was arrested again in 1991 and forcibly
               retired. Needless to say, Djéni Kobina had an interesting political life history.
               In France he had joined a leftist political organization known as the Mouvement Ivoirien
               de Libération. However, once home, he joined the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA) and became a member of the Bureau Politique and the Comité Central. He
               was elected secretary general of the PDCI at a party congress in 1990, in charge of
               relations with other political parties. The same year, he contested the municipal
               election of Cocody as a member of a consensus list of PDCI banner candidates headed by Théodore Mel Eg. He served as first deputy mayor of Cocody until 1994.
            

            
             Djéni Kobina was the leader of a PDCI faction that advocated reform of the party.
               They forced the PDCI to call an extraordinary party congress at the end of April 1994.
               However, he and other reformers were not allowed to even address the congress. As
               a result, he and his supporters walked out. They would form a new center-left party,
               the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), on 27 September 1994, effectively resigning from the PDCI. In July 1995, he
               was the prohibitive favorite of the party members for the post of first secretary
               general of the RDR, a position he held until his untimely death on 19 October 1998.
               Before his death, Djéni Kobina also tasted the sting of “ivoirité.” He was disqualified from the election of 1995 because his nationality was doubted.
            

            
         

         
         	KOKUMBO

         
         	
            Village in south-central Côte d’Ivoire and the principal site of Baule gold mining in the 19th century. Kokumbo was taken over from the Guro by migrating Baule groups in about 1840. Its capture by French troops in 1901 temporarily
               broke the resistance of the Baule to colonial rule.
            

            
         

         
         	KOLA

         
         	
            There are about 40 species of the kola genus in West Africa; the most important of
               these are cola acuminata (Abata kola) and cola nitida (Gbanja kola). Roughly 90 percent of all kola nuts consumed worldwide come from the
               cola nitida. A native of tropical Africa, the kola tree can grow up to 20 meters tall; it thrives
               best in the shady, humid environment of the forest zone with a dry season of no more
               than three months. The Cola nitida tree produces a walnut-sized nut which is highly prized in West African societies
               as much for its stimulative properties as for its symbolic and cultural values. It
               contains two alkaloids that are released when chewed and act as a mild stimulant to
               ward off fatigue and suppress hunger. It is also used commercially in the production
               of cola drinks.
            

            
             In Côte d’Ivoire, kola has historically been grown by the Bété, Guro, and Dan and traded widely by Dyulas as far north as the Niger River. Kola is highly valued, with important social functions,
               especially in but not limited to savanna cultures. Among the Ibo of Nigeria, it is
               part of the ritual exchange of greetings when someone visits you at home. According
               to Ibo tradition, “he who brings kola brings life.” It was primarily traded for salt
               in pre-colonial Côte d’Ivoire. In contemporary Côte d’Ivoire, its harvest remains
               an important secondary economic activity, with most production now centered in the
               region just north of Abidjan (around Adzope, Agboville, and Anyama). Production is rarely specialized; rather, kola is grown as an add-on
               by coffee and cocoa planters. Nevertheless, production has grown by leaps and bounds, even without receiving
               a push from government. In 1961, Côte d’Ivoire produced 37,000 tons of kola; in 1981,
               production shot up to 61,000 tons. In 2011 and 2012, production held steady at 79,821
               tons, making Côte d’Ivoire the second leading producer in the world, but well behind
               Nigeria. Côte d’Ivoire’s share of global production is a respectable 27 percent. The
               potential exists for increased production as local consumption alone exceeds exports
               by a considerable amount. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	KONAN BANNY (OR BANNI), CHARLES (1942–)

         
         	
            Economist and the fifth Ivoirian to serve as prime minister since the position was
               created in 1990. The sixth prime minister, he served from 4 December 2005 to 29 March
               2007, succeeding Seydou Elimane Diarra, two-time preceding prime minister. Charles Konan Banny comes from the large extended
               Konan Banny family: the younger brother of General François Banny but older brother
               of Jean Konan Banny, and half brother of Firmin Brou, former special adviser in the prime minister’s
               office. He was born in Divo and graduated in 1968 from the École Supérieure des Sciences
               Economiques et Commerciales (ESSEC) in Paris. A technocrat, he started his career
               in 1969 as head of mission at the Caisse de Stabilisation et de Soutien des Prix des Produits Agricoles (CSSPPA), known as Caistab for short. The following year, he joined the Organisation
               Inter-Africaine du Café (OIAC) in Paris, serving as deputy secretary general, then
               as secretary general.
            

            
             Konan Banny switched to banking, joining the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO), the central bank of Francophone West Africa, in 1976, occupying various
               positions in the bank. In 1988, he became a special adviser to Alassane Ouattara, then governor of the central bank. After Ouattara became prime minister of Côte
               d’Ivoire, Konan Banny stepped into the governorship on an interim basis on 4 December
               1990. He became the substantive governor on 1 January 1994 and was reappointed to
               another six-year term on 17 June 1999, with a commencement date of 1 January 2000.
            

            
             In December 2005, the international community tapped him to replace Prime Minister
               Seydou Diarra. In addition to being prime minister, he took control of the ministries
               of economy, industry, and finance. He was expected to serve until new elections were held in October 2006;
               however, the elections were postponed because of the unsettled security situation.
               When President Laurent Gbagbo’s term was extended for another year with the blessing of the international community,
               Prime Minister Banny’s powers were increased. He was barred from running for the office
               of president under the agreement. Following the Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA) in March 2007 between the Forces Nouvelles (FN) leader Guillaume Soro and Laurent Gbagbo, he was sacrificed on the altar of potential peace so that Soro
               could become prime minister on 4 April 2007. Charles Konan Banny was dubbed the comeback
               kid following the post-election crisis because President Ouattara appointed him on
               13 May 2011 to preside over the Commission Dialogue, Vérité et Réconciliation (CDVR), a South African–style truth and reconciliation commission.
            

            
             Charles Konan Banny officially submitted the final report of the CDVR to President
               Ouattara on 15 December 2014. Since then, Konan Banny has launched his bid to contest
               the 2015 presidential election on the ticket of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in defiance of the “Appel de Daoukro,” ex-president Konan Bédié’s directive
               issued on 17 September 2014 for all PDCI militants to fall in line behind President
               Ouattara as the sole candidate of the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP), thus creating a rift within the PDCI.
            

            
         

         
         	KONAN BANNY (OR BANNI), JEAN (1930–)

         
         	
            Lawyer and politician. The younger brother of General François Banny and older brother
               of Charles Konan Banny, he was the first Ivoirian minister of defense at independence in 1960. However,
               he was implicated in the infamous “complot du chat noir” (black cat conspiracy) against President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, arrested, tried, and sentenced to death in 1963. His ministerial position was turned
               over to Kouadio M’Bahia Blé who served in that role for 17 years. Meanwhile, Jean
               Konan Banny was pardoned and released in 1967 by the president. In February 1981,
               Jean Konan Banny was fully politically rehabilitated and reinstated as minister of
               defense, replacing M’Bahia Blé. In December 1987, the Ministry of Defense absorbed
               the Ministry of Maritime Affairs, and Jean Konan Banny became minister of defense
               and maritime affairs. He has been a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) since 1975. Toward the latter part of Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s rule, he was
               one of the most powerful members of the PDCI Executive Committee. As a nephew of Houphouët-Boigny,
               he was considered in the 1980s to be among the likely candidates to succeed him. However,
               he lost his ministerial position in the drastic reduction of the cabinet’s size in
               1990 as part of the austerity posture of the new government under then prime minister
               Alassane Ouattara.
            

            
             Jean Konan Banny went into business. He is director of the Société Fruitière du Bandama,
               an industrial company involved in the production and export of pineapple fruit juice.
               He created the drink Cristelor in 1983, popularly called pineapple champagne. Jean
               Banny claims that the idea came to him when he was thinking about making wine from
               pineapples. It is named after his granddaughter Cristel.
            

            
         

         
         	KONAN BÉDIÉ, HENRI (1934–)

         
         	
            Politician. Henri Konan Bédié was the successor to President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, the founding father of Côte d’Ivoire. He assumed the presidency on 7 December 1993
               when Houphouët-Boigny passed away. On 24 December 1999, he also became the first Ivoirian
               president to be overthrown in a military coup. A Baule born in Dadiékro in central Côte d’Ivoire, he was a longtime protégé of Houphouët-Boigny.
               He studied law and economics at the University of Poitiers, worked as a civil servant,
               and was posted at the French Foreign Ministry in 1960 to gain valuable experience.
               Two months later, he was named counselor at the French embassy in Washington. When
               Côte d’Ivoire gained its independence in August 1960, Konan Bédié became his country’s
               chargé d’affaires and, later, ambassador to the United States. He was responsible
               for setting up the Ivoirian mission to the United Nations. In 1966, he was inducted into the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and named minister of economy and finance, a position he held until 1977.
               He also served as president of the Assembly of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
               in 1973–74, and of the World Bank in 1974.
            

            
             However, it had not all been smooth sailing for Konan Bédié. His political career
               was rocked in 1969 by allegations that he paid a considerable sum of (public) money
               to the University of Poitiers in exchange for his doctorate degree in economics. He
               not only weathered that storm, but he managed to hang on to his ministerial position
               at the time. Indeed, as the economy and finance minister, Konan Bédié basked in the
               glow of Côte d’Ivoire’s “economic miracle.” It was also on his watch that the government
               launched the ambitious development programs in cotton, rice, and sugar in the north
               of the country. These politically motivated programs had the noble goal of addressing
               the growing gap between the north and the south that was beginning to threaten peaceful
               ethnic coexistence even in the 1970s.
            

            
             Nevertheless, the programs were a financial disaster for the country and politically
               damaging to Konan Bédié. The sugar complex in particular was plagued by such high
               cost overruns and financial mismanagement that it was eventually declared bankrupt
               and liquidated. Bédié and two other colleagues in the ministries of plan and agriculture
               were publicly rebuked by Houphouët-Boigny for mismanagement of the economy and relieved of their duties in 1977. Houphouët-Boigny arranged a soft landing for
               Konan Bédié at the International Finance Corporation (IFC) of the World Bank Group
               from 1978 to 1980. The shift to competitive elections within the single-party in 1980
               revived his political career as he was elected to the Assemblée Nationale and to the presidency of the institution, a position he held until 7 December 1993.
            

            
             Konan Bédié had been considered the leading candidate for succession to the presidency
               for many years, and many considered him Houphouët-Boigny’s personal choice. In 1990,
               the constitution was amended to make the president of the Assemblée Nationale first
               in line to become president of the republic in the event of a vacancy. Houphouët-Boigny
               also created the position of prime minister and named Alassane Dramane Outtara (ADO) to it, creating a kind of (deliberate?) creative tension between the two institutions
               and officeholders. Indeed, there was a short-lived struggle for power between the
               two men when Houphouët-Boigny “went to the village” (Akan for a chief’s death). Konan Bédié forestalled further succession struggles by proactively
               appearing on national television within a few hours of Houphouët-Boigny’s death to
               proclaim himself interim president, consistent with Article 11 of the Ivoirian constitution,
               a decision confirmed by the Supreme Court two days later. Bédié moved quickly to consolidate
               power by naming a new government led by Daniel Kablan Duncan who had worked closely with Alassane Ouattara and was well respected in international
               financial circles, thereby solidifying international support.
            

            
             As president, Henri Konan Bédié unveiled an ambitious, but ultimately unsuccessful,
               plan to revitalize the ailing economy and turn Côte d’Ivoire into the “elephant of
               Africa.” Simultaneously, he pursued the controversial and highly divisive ivoirité, an ultra-nationalist policy that sought to distinguish between authentic or indigenous
               Ivoirians and foreigners and to restrict public sector jobs, land, and the franchise
               to indigenous Ivoirians. He resorted to judicial and extra-judicial measures to quell
               growing opposition to his rule. He banned peaceful protest demonstrations. By law,
               he was obligated to hold elections in October 1995 after serving out the balance of
               the late Houphouët-Boigny’s term; and he did, but not before he had amended the constitution
               to ensure that Alassane Ouattara and other serious contenders would be disqualified
               by the new rules. The election was boycotted by all but one of the opposition parties,
               the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT) led by Professor Francis Vangah Wodié. They accused Bédié of abuse of incumbency, lack of a level playing field, violence,
               and intimidation.
            

            
             Konan Bédié won the presidential election with ease. Over the next few years, he
               managed to achieve some stability and even modest economic growth. In 1997, he even
               made history by orchestrating a rapprochement with neighboring Ghana. And France began to play a less overbearing role in Ivoirian affairs. Perhaps that allowed Bédié
               to embark on some dubious constitutional reforms. In addition to enshrining controversial
               eligibility requirements into the constitution, in 1998, he had the PDCI-controlled
               Assemblée Nationale pass a law that extended the presidential term from five to seven
               years; the law also gave him the power to postpone elections in the event of political
               instability. Most striking was the proposed creation of a second chamber or senate
               which would have had a third of its members appointed by the president. The rationale
               offered by Auguste Miremont, the president of the ruling party caucus, was that the
               second chamber would allow the president to include in the political process “highly
               competent young people . . . who would not be able to be elected.” These reforms became
               moot on 24 December 1999, when Bédié was overthrown in a military coup led by General
               Robert Guéï.
            

            
             On 26 December 1999, Henri Konan Bédié, family members, and aides were flown out
               of the country with French assistance to Togo, where they were met on arrival by President
               Gnassingbé Eyadéma. They left for Paris on 3 January 2000. Ex-president Henri Konan
               Bédié filed nomination papers to contest the October 2000 presidential election but
               was disqualified by the Constitutional Court. On 23 June 2001, he met in Paris with
               President Laurent Gbagbo who apparently persuaded him to return home. He eventually returned to Abidjan on 15 October 2001 in order to appear before the Forum for National Reconciliation
               and present “his side of the truth.” He did so on 12 November 2001.
            

            
             Returning from exile also allowed Henri Konan Bédié to regain full control of the
               old party. He beat back a serious challenge to his leadership from Laurent Dona-Fologo who, as secretary general, had presided over the affairs of the party during Bédié’s
               absence; retired admiral Lamine Fadika; and a group of reform-minded members known as the “rénovateurs.” However, he needed
               time to manage the challenge. The result was that the 11th party congress was twice
               postponed in March 2002. Eventually, the congress convened in April 2002. Bédié defeated
               Dona-Fologo for the party’s presidency with 82 percent of the vote; that also established
               him as the party’s candidate for the 2005 presidential election, which had to be repeatedly
               postponed until 2010. For the most part, Konan Bédié kept a low profile during the
               political impasse, generally backing President Gbagbo and his efforts to reach a negotiated
               settlement. He was neither perceived as a threat to Gbagbo nor had he been implicated
               in any attempts to destabilize the country, although he occasionally participated
               in opposition protest demonstrations against Gbagbo.
            

            
             Konan Bédié was the PDCI candidate for the first round of the October 2010 presidential
               elections. However, he managed only a third-place finish behind Laurent Gbagbo and
               Alassane Ouattara. Eliminated from the second round at the end of November, he gave
               his unwavering support to Alassane Ouattara, who went on to win. This support made
               him politically relevant again. He was able to extract a concession from President
               Ouattara to appoint a member of the PDCI to the premiership. He capped it off with
               a successful campaign to have himself reelected president of the party at the 12th
               party congress held from 3 to 6 October 2013. He has consolidated his position as
               the indisputable leader of the PDCI and as kingmaker. Moreover, he has secured his
               immortality by having Abidjan’s newest bridge named for him. The Pont Henri Konan
               Bédié, a toll bridge linking Cocody to Marcory, was inaugurated by President Ouattara on 16 December and opened to vehicular
               traffic on 21 December 2014.
            

            
             Based on his newfound kinship with President Ouattara, ex-president Konan Bédié issued
               the famous “Appel de Daoukro” on 17 September 2014 calling on all PDCI militants and
               the other parties in the coalition to support Ouattara as the sole candidate of the
               Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP). A trio of leaders and their supporters who feel disenfranchised by the Daoukro
               initiative have kicked against it. See also ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	KONAN KANGA, ANTOINE (1917–)

         
         	
            Born in Bouaké, a graduate of the École Normale William Ponty, an employee in the Service des Domaines and the Conservation de la Propriété et
               des Droits Fonciers from 1940 to 1950, a member of the Groupe d’Études Communistes (GEC) in 1947, and a founding member of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Konan Kanga became secretary of state for finance from 1959 to 1960 and served
               as deputy of the Assemblée Nationale and mayor of Abidjan from 1960 to 1980, succeeded by Emmanuel Dioulo. He was also president of the Energie Electrique de Côte d’Ivoire (EECI), the former
               state-owned electricity company which was privatized in 1990. On 29 August 2009, ex-president
               Henri Konan Bédié traveled to Bouaké to personally bestow upon him the highest honor of Grand Officier
               dans l’Ordre du Bélier.
            

            
         

         
         	KONAN KOFFI, LEON (1928–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian politician and minister. Leon Konan Koffi was born in Grand Lahou. He was President Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s minister of the interior from 1981 to 1990; he then became minister of defense,
               a post he held through Henri Konan Bédié’s interim presidency into 1995. Konan Koffi is a graduate of the Institute of Higher
               Overseas Studies (IHEOM) in Paris and served in the 1960s and 1970s as sub-prefect
               and then prefect in Gagnoa and various other locations. He was one of the architects of the brutal suppression
               of the revolt of the Bété in the Gagnoa region. Since 1975, he has been a member of the Political Bureau of
               the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). He was in charge of the state funeral of President Houphouët-Boigny. He has
               apparently been seriously ill the last few years and is confined to his residence
               in the Riviera Golf section of Cocody.
            

            
         

         
         	KONAN KOFFI, LEON EDWARD (1974–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian entrepreneur, financial consultant, and politician. He is the son of Antoine
               Konan Koffi, former diplomat, deputy, and mayor of Bouaké, and grandson of his namesake, the former interior and defense minister Leon Konan Koffi. He graduated from the Institut Supérieur de Gestion de Paris in 1996, then received
               further managerial training in the United States at the Manhattan Institute of Management
               and in Japan at the International Management University of Asia. He has experience
               in both the private and public sectors. He contested the 2011 election as an independent
               candidate for the Assemblée Nationale seat of Plateau but was unsuccessful.
            

            
             Leon Edward Konan Koffi is executive director of Vox Africa Limited, founded in February
               2006. He was special adviser to ex–prime minister Charles Konan Banny. He was one of the three individuals close to Konan Banny whose financial dealings
               are currently under investigation by the authorities. The speculation in Abidjan is that the authorities may be looking to pin something on Konan Banny and thereby
               derail his 2015 presidential ambitions.
            

            
         

         
         	KONAN, KOUASSI VENANCE (1958–)

         
         	
            Renowned Ivoirian journalist, critic, blogger, author, and administrator. Venance
               Konan was born in Bocanda in the center-east of Côte d’Ivoire. He attended high school
               in Daoukro, then studied law at the University of Abidjan-Cocody, earning a master’s degree in public law in 1982, followed by a doctorate degree
               in law from the University of Nice (1987). He then embarked on a journalism career
               with Ivoir’Soir (1987–89), rising to director of service at the newspaper (1989–93), then editor-in-chief
               (1994–99). Moreover, for nearly three years (5 January 1991–31 October 2002), he served
               as head of communication services at the Assemblée Nationale. He also served as technical adviser to the minister of communication and culture
               in 2000. From 1 November 2002 to 31 December 2006, Venance Konan served as editor-in-chief
               of Fraternité Matin. He was also in charge of major news stories and a chronicler at the newspaper. He
               took a leave of absence from the newspaper to work as the featured correspondent for
               Africa magazine from 1 January 2007 until he returned to Fraternité Matin on 3 May 2011 as its director general. Along the way, he has written for numerous
               other publications, including Afrique Asie, Voix d’Afrique, Libération, Charlie Hebdo, Le Monde, the New York Times, and Le Temps.
            

            
             Venance Konan is an award-winning journalist. In 1993, he won the Ebony (Best Ivoirian
               Journalist) award for investigative journalism and reporting, followed by the Ebony
               award for reconciliation in December 2003. He has also been involved in other professional
               activities, including collaboration with Professor Francis Wodié to teach a course in international public law at the University of Bouaké (2003–4). He conducted a study of the press in Côte d’Ivoire under the auspices of
               the Organisation des Nations Unies en Côte d’Ivoire (ONUCI) in December 2003; he has
               also organized seminars in collaboration with the South African Institute for Global
               Dialogue about the transition in Côte d’Ivoire from 2005 to 2008.
            

            
             Venance Konan is more than an award-winning journalist, however. He is a prolific
               author whose works include novels, chronicles, biographies, and films, including the
               following: Les Prisoniers de la haine; Robert et les catapila; Nègreries; Les Catapilas, ces ingrats; Dans la tête de Sarkozy; Ngo n’di ou palabres; Chroniques afrosarcastiques; Cinquant ans d’indépendance, tu parles!; and Le Rebelle et le Camarade Président. He won the prestigious Grand Prix Littéraire d’Afrique Noire in 2012.
            

            
         

         
         	KONATÉ, SIDIKI (1968–)

         
         	
            Trade unionist, teacher, rebel politician, and author. Sidiki Konaté was born in the
               village of Bobi, located between Séguéla and Mankono. He attended primary and junior high school in Man before completing high school at the Lycée Moderne in Odienné. He enrolled in the university in Abidjan-Cocody in 1988 and became involved in student politics. He was one of the founding members
               of the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) in 1990. He served as secretary of the Yopougon branch of the organization as well as national secretary for education of the National
               Executive Bureau. He graduated in 1993 with a teaching degree in philosophy and limited
               German. To be fully certified to teach German, he had to pursue further language training
               at the language institute in Frankfurt. He also pursued a master’s in political science
               from Goethe University.
            

            
             When the rebellion erupted in 2002, his good friend Guillaume Soro called on his services. He returned home and became the spokesperson of the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire (MPCI), later Forces Nouvelles. Subsequently, he served as deputy chief of staff of the secretary general, then
               chief of staff. He was also a member of the political directorate of the Forces Nouvelles
               and national secretary in charge of organization and mobilization. In 2005, he was
               named political adviser to Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny.
            

            
             Sidiki Konaté was a member of the Forces Nouvelles delegation that negotiated the
               Ouagadougou Political Agreement. Subsequently, he was named minister of tourism and handicrafts (April 2007 to October
               2010) and minister of handicraft and the promotion of small and medium-size enterprises
               (since June 2011). He was elected deputy of Man in the December 2011 election to the
               Assemblée Nationale on the ticket of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). He left the government in 2012. However, since 31 May 2014, he has been deputy
               secretary general of the RDR in charge of trade unions, civil society, and associational
               life.
            

            
         

         
         	KONATÉ, VASSIRIKI (1973–)

         
         	
            A very successful Ivoirian businessman. Vassiriki Konaté has been called the “champion
               of processing” because he has been involved in processing everything from timber to
               cotton and from cocoa to cashew nuts. In just a few short years, Vassiriki Konaté has built an agro-industrial
               empire, almost walking in the footsteps of his mentor, Kone Dossongui, under whom he worked at the Atlantic Financial Group.
            

            
             Vassiriki Konaté has become a leading promoter of local processing of agricultural
               products. He opened his first plant to treat citrus fruits and essential oils in 2007.
               His latest acquisition is the July 2012 purchase of the old UTEXI operation in Dimbokro which closed down in 2002, a victim of the politico-military crisis. His half dozen
               agro-industrial units for cocoa, cashews, and cotton together employ about 10,000
               people. He plans to consolidate his interests into a holding company, even as he shops
               for new business opportunities and partners. Indeed, Vassiriki Konaté may be closing
               in on a deal to purchase the former state-owned company, Trituraf, which has already
               changed hands a few times.
            

            
         

         
         	KONATÉ, YACOUBA (1953–)

         
         	
            Curator, writer, art critic, and academic. Yacouba Konaté is a professor of philosophy
               at the University of Abidjan-Cocody. He graduated from the University of Paris I in 1988 with a Ph.D. in philosophy,
               esthetics, and politics. He wrote his dissertation on the problems of cultural identity
               in black Africa. He has served on the European Union’s expert team on cultural development since 1997. In 2000, he was head of the Institut
               National des Arts et Cultures as well as director of the cabinet of the minister of
               culture and the francophonie. He was at the same time head of the Institut National
               Supérieur des Arts et de l’Action Culturelle of Abidjan. From 2008 to 2011, he served
               as president of the Association Internationale des Critiques d’Art (AICA). He is a
               member of the Académie des Arts, des Sciences et des Cultures d’Afrique et des Diasporas
               (AASCAD) in Abidjan. He heads the Africa office of the Jean Paul Blachère Foundation.
               He is also a consultant on cultural development.
            

            
             Yacouba Konaté has taught at a number of universities around the world, including
               as a Fulbright scholar at Stanford University in 1998, at the École des Hautes Études
               en Sciences Sociales in France (2004–8), and at Laval University in Canada (2007). He also served as a Carter Fellow
               at the University of Florida, Gainesville, in 2007. He has also curated exhibitions
               in a number of countries, including Benin, Burkina Faso, Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, France, Germany, Holland, Poland,
               Italy, Spain, and the United States, to name just a few. He served as the artistic
               director of the Afrique de la Biennale de Dakar (1998 and 2004), L’Afrique à Jour
               (Lille, 2000), the international fair of plastic arts in Abidjan (May 2001 and 2006),
               and South Meets West (Accra and Berne, 1999 and 2000). He was one of the curators
               of individual exhibitions of the sixth Dak’Art (7 May–7 June 2004). He was appointed
               general curator of the biennial Dak’Art in 2006. In 2014, he served as director general
               of the Marché des Arts du Spectacle Africain (MASA), reviving this week-long festival
               of dance, theater, music, comedy, and storytelling after a seven-year hiatus. He is currently the director
               of the Rotonde des Arts Contemporains in the Nour-al-Hayat gallery in Plateau.
            

            
             Professor Yacouba Konaté is a prolific writer. He has written extensively on contemporary
               African art, culture, and politics. His has written about Christian Lattier, reggae,
               and Alpha Blondy and, more recently, on zouglou, FESCI and the Jeunes Patriotes, democracy, violence, Alassane Ouattara, and reconciliation. He is among the handful of intrepid Ivoirian scholars who still
               speak truth to power.
            

            
         

         
         	KONÉ, AMADOU (1966–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian politician. He was born in Bouaké and studied geography at the University of Abidjan, graduating in 1992. A year later, he received a second-cycle master’s degree in
               land management from the same institution. He followed it up with a degree in surveying
               from the University of Laval in 1996. He served as head of studies at the Comité National
               de Télédétection et d’Information Géographique (CNTIG), the prime minister’s office,
               from 1995 to 1999. In 2001–2, he was director of internal audit and computerization
               in the municipality of Abobo, then chief of staff of the secretary general of the Forces Nouvelles from the start of the rebellion in 2002 to 2004.
            

            
             For the next two years, Amadou Koné was special adviser to Prime Minister Seydou Elimane Diarra, with responsibility for disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR). He
               became minister of tourism and crafts (2005–7). Simultaneously, he was the national
               secretary of the Forces Nouvelles responsible for elections. In 2007, under Prime
               Minister Guillaume Soro, he became minister of African integration. Since 2007 as well, he has been chief
               negotiator of Côte d’Ivoire for the economic partnership with the European Union,
               member of the council of ministers of the Economic and Monetary Union of West Africa
               (UEMOA), and member of the council of ministers of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), as well as substitute governor of the Islamic Bank for Development.
            

            
         

         
         	KONÉ, AMADOU (1953–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian writer and professor of African literature. Amadou Koné was born in the village
               of Tangora in the cercle of Banfora in present-day Burkina Faso. In the face of family difficulties with the colonial politics in Banfora, his father
               uprooted the family and moved to Ayamé in southern Côte d’Ivoire, where he took up
               coffee and cocoa cultivation. As he grew up, young Amadou Koné absorbed accounts of the family history
               and folklore from his father. Then from the age of seven, Amadou Koné accompanied
               his brother, a schoolteacher, to the different places he was posted. Thus, from 1958
               to 1963, Amadou Koné attended public primary schools in Assouba, Aboisso, Yassap, Katiola, and, finally, Akounougbé. Thus, young Amadou Koné received invaluable
               and priceless cultural education, which would later inform his literary sensibilities
               and production.
            

            
             For junior high school, Amadou Koné attended the Collège Moderne de Grand Bassam (1963–68) and then the Lycée Classique in Abidjan where he obtained his high school diploma in 1971. He enrolled in the University of Abidjan-Cocody after graduation from high school, and earned his bachelor’s degree in June 1974.
               He then obtained a scholarship to pursue his doctoral studies in France, first enrolling in the University of François Rabelais de Tours where he obtained
               the doctorat de 3e cycle in comparative literature (October 1977). He returned to Abidjan in October 1977
               to teach literature at his alma mater in the Department of Modern Languages while
               preparing the doctorat d’état ès lettres, which he received from the University of Limoges in 1987. In 1990, he received a
               research grant from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Germany. After a couple
               of years in Germany, Amadou Koné was hired as an associate professor of French and
               francophone studies at Tulane University in Louisiana (1992–95), then as professor
               (1995–97). Since 1997, he has been professor of French and African studies at Georgetown
               University.
            

            
             Amadou Koné is a prolific writer in several different genres (novels, plays, children’s
               literature, short stories, etc.), although he is not well known among English readers because
               his works have not been translated. He began writing his first novel at the age of
               17, although that novel was published after another book of his was first released
               in 1976 entitled Jusqu’au seuil de l’irréel (Up to the threshold of the unreal). His real first novel was then published under
               the title Les frasques d’Ebinto (The escapades of Ebinto). He published another novel in 1987 under the pseudonym
               Gbanfou, entitled Kaméléfata: L’ennemis de la traite (Kaméléfata: The enemy of the [slave] trade).
            

            
             Altogether, Amadou Koné has published six novels, three plays, and a number of short
               stories, along with two studies on African oral literature and the novel. In 1983,
               he co-edited an anthology of literature from Côte d’Ivoire and edited a collection
               of essays on African literature and cinema. Amadou Koné is a defender of traditional
               values against the socially destructive effects of modernization. However, his last
               novels, Les coupeurs de têtes (The head hunters), which appeared in 1998, and L’oeuf du monde (When the earth was hatched) in 2010, focus on social and political issues of contemporary
               Africa. His last play, Sigui, Siguila, Siguiya (2007), written just at the end of the first civil war in Côte d’Ivoire, was a palpable plea for reconciliation among all Ivoirians so they
               could enjoy harmonious existence together in the community. His other works include
               children’s literature, Terre Ivoirienne (Ivoirian land) and La force de vouloir (The power of the will), written in collaboration with Mary Lee Martin Koné, whom
               he met in France when they were both students there and married in 1978 in Abidjan,
               as well as his two acclaimed plays, Le respect des morts (Respect for the dead) and De la chaire au trône (From the pulpit to the throne). He has also dabbled in film. He has worked on the
               adaptation of The Escapades of Ebinto, which should soon be turned into a movie. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	KONÉ, GASTON OUASSÉNAN

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	KONÉ, KATINAN JUSTIN (1965–)

         
         	
            Exiled Ivoirian politician. He was born in Niakaramandougou, northern Côte d’Ivoire.
               He is a Senufo. He grew up in his village and in Katiola where he attended high school. He was accepted to the École Nationale d’Administration
               for his university education. He graduated with a concentration in taxes. He joined
               the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) in September 1989. He rose through the ranks of the party to become national
               secretary in charge of integration. He was among a group of young party adherents
               who worked under Pascal Affi N’Guessan, the president of the party. He had been director of the administration since 2005.
               Then, in December 2010, he was named minister of state with responsibility for the
               budget in the office of the prime minister at a time when Laurent Gbagbo needed his expertise the most as he searched for ways to overcome the financial choke
               hold being applied by the Alassane Ouattara side; Katinan Koné found ways around the banking isolation and to pay civil servants.
               He has been the leading and most outspoken supporter of Laurent Gbagbo, even from
               exile in Ghana where he has lived since the regime fell. Indeed, he continues to insist that Gbagbo
               is the FPI candidate for the presidential election of 2015.
            

            
             The Ivoirian government has asked for him to be extradited to face trial in Abidjan for economic crimes and murder. That request has created a row between Ghana and
               Côte d’Ivoire. His friends say that he is not capable of stealing 500 F CFA. The Ivoirian
               government of President Alassane Ouattara says he stole 300 million from the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO) and participated in the murder of two people during the post-election crisis.
               He was apprehended by the Ghanaian police on his arrival at the Accra airport from
               a trip to South Africa on 24 August 2012. His case has been in the Ghanaian courts,
               and his lawyers have thus far successfully argued against his extradition to Abidjan.
            

            
             Justin Katinan Koné was released on bail on 25 September 2012; three days later,
               he was arrested on the basis of a new arrest warrant for robbery and murder. His extradition
               hearing was postponed from 17 to 24 October 2012. After months of hearings, the Osu
               district court in Accra finally rendered judgment on 30 August 2013. The court denied
               the request to extradite Katinan Koné, reasoning that the warrant for his arrest was
               politically motivated. Specifically, Magistrate Aboagye Tanoh said in his ruling,
               “Overall, I hold the view that the alleged crimes cannot be devoid of political persecution
               and I therefore discharge and acquit the accused.” His relieved Ghanaian lawyer, Patrick
               Sogbordzor, said that his client could now enjoy his liberties as an international
               refugee, rather than as a wanted criminal. Justin Katinan Koné is the author of L’audace de la rupture (The audacity of the breakup), with a foreword by Bernard Binlin Dadié and a postscript by Ahoua Don Mello.
            

            
         

         
         	KONÉ, LANSINA (1916–?)

         
         	
            Minister for labor and social welfare in the 1960s. Lansina Koné was born in Mahale
               in northern Côte d’Ivoire and served in the French army from 1937 to 1942. He was
               elected assistant secretary general of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) branch in Adjamé in 1947, and in 1949 he became assistant secretary general of the African Railway
               Workers’ Union.
            

            
         

         
         	KONÉ, MAMADOU (1952–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian lawyer, politician, and legal scholar. Mamadou Koné was born in Boundiali.
               He attended high school at the Lycée Classique et Moderne de Bouaké. From 1973 to 1978, he was a student in the University of Abidjan, from where he earned his bachelor’s in 1977, followed by his master’s in 1978. In
               1980, he graduated top of his class from the École Nationale de la Magistrature de
               Paris. Mamadou Koné has climbed the ladder of success to the top echelons of the Ivoirian
               legal profession, beginning as a substitute state prosecutor in 1980–81, then as a
               judge in different tribunals in Séguéla, Gagnoa, and Dimbokro (1981–87). He also served as state prosecutor or assistant state prosecutor in the
               Tribunals of First Instance in Man, Daloa and Abidjan (1988–92). He served as general counsel at the Court of Appeal in Abidjan
               from 1992 to 1996, in charge of the prosecuting chamber. Then, from 1996 to 2000,
               he was the director of the cabinet of the keeper of the seals, minister of justice
               and civil liberties. Over the next three years, he was general counsel at the Supreme
               Court.
            

            
             Following the signing of the Linas-Marcoussis agreement, Mamadou Koné was named director
               of the cabinet of the minister of state, keeper of the seals, and minister of justice
               (2003–4). In 2004–5, he was president of the Commission Nationale de Supervision de
               l’Identification (CNSI). He was brought into the government as keeper of the seals,
               minister of justice and human rights (December 2005–September 2006), as keeper of
               the seals and minister of justice (September 2006–April 2007), and then, once again,
               as keeper of the seals, minister of justice and human rights (April 2007–February
               2010). In addition to his ministerial functions, he was named minister of state from
               February until December 2011, after which he was appointed president of the Supreme
               Court from 13 May 2011 until 3 February 2015. He was named president of the Constitutional
               Council when Professor Francis Wodié resigned unexpectedly on 4 February 2015.
            

            
             Mamadou Koné has represented Côte d’Ivoire in various fora where legal expertise
               was required for drafting, revising, or debating legal documents and treaties whether
               relative to the International Criminal Court, the African Human Rights Court, the
               Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), or the Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest Africain (UEMOA). In addition, Amadou Koné has taught public prosecution to the magistrature
               division of the École Nationale d’Administration (ENA) of Abidjan (1992–96), penal
               procedure in the Department of Law of the University of Abidjan (1993–96), and judicial
               organization at the Université de l’Atlantique (2000–3). His associational life has
               revolved around his membership in the Lions’ Club in Man (1987–98) and Daloa (1988–91).
               He was a founding member of the Jeune Chambre Economique of Séguéla in 1981 and a
               member of the same chamber in Gagnoa from 1983 to 1986. Finally, from 1993 to 1997,
               he served as president of the Executive Committee of the Union Nationale des Magistrats
               de Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	KONÉ, SEYDOU

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	KONG

         
         	
            A trading center founded no later than the 13th century, and occupied by the Dyula under the Ouattara dynasty in the 16th century. Kong experienced a forceful overthrow
               of Lassiri Gombele at the beginning of the 18th century by Sekou Wattara, whose armies
               marched as far as the Niger River and forced the Ashanti to recognize Kong’s independence.
               Based on his visit there in 1888, Louis-Gustave Binger described trade of a wide variety of products: kola from the southwest; salt both from the Sahara and from the Gulf of Guinea; bands
               of cloth sewn into pagnes at Kong; red pepper, ginger, and gold. Binger also saw European imports from across the Sahara: Turkish rugs, cloth from
               Florence and Algeria, silk, law texts, coral antimony, copper and nickel bracelets,
               hair ornaments in metal and horn, medallions, and jewels.
            

            
             Kong was devastated in the early 1890s by drought and the interruption of trade caused
               by the capture of Djenne, Mopti, and Bandiagara in the Sudan by the French. It was
               finally captured and destroyed by Samori Touré in 1897. At that time, it had a population estimated by Binger at 15,000. It has
               since become a sub-prefecture with a population of 3,000 in 1980 and 39,604 in 1998. The most famous citizen of Kong is President
               Alassane Ouattara whose forebears were the rulers of the Kong Empire that lasted from 1710 until 1895.
            

            
         

         
         	KORHOGO

         
         	
            Prefecture as well as the largest town in northern Côte d’Ivoire. It is also the capital
               of the département by the same name and capital of the savanna region. According to tradition, the town
               was founded by Nengue, servant of the ruler of Kong, around the 14th century, although some have located Korhogo’s origins in an 18th-century
               military expedition from Kong. It was the pre-colonial capital of the Tyembara (Senufo) kingdom under Gbon Coulibaly. In 1903, the French colonial administration named the town the administrative capital
               of a cercle. Korhogo was one of six regional centers designated in the 1976–80 five-year plan
               for the development of processing industries for regional produce, including cotton,
               rice, millet, peanuts, corn, and yams.
            

            
             The town had a population of about 12,500 in 1900. By the end of November 1998, the population of the département of Korhogo as a whole had reached 415,414 and the town itself had also grown in size
               to 205,727 inhabitants.
            

            
         

         
         	KOSSOU DAM

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire’s largest hydroelectric dam, located on the Bandama River in the center of the country. The government had originally contracted with Electricité
               de France (EDF) in 1960 to survey the country for hydroelectric potential. Based on
               survey recommendations, they decided on a construction site near the village of Kossou.
               Planning was contracted to EDF and to Kaiser Engineers and Contractors, an American
               firm, the same one also used in constructing Ghana’s Akosombo Dam. The French utility company eventually decided that the project would
               not be cost effective, and the French government declined to participate in the financing.
               Kaiser, however, made its case to an Italian firm and the U.S. Export-Import Bank
               for joint financing with the Ivoirian government, and work began under these sponsorships
               in 1969.
            

            
             The project, initially heavily criticized by outsiders as uneconomical, turned out
               to be a blessing in disguise because its opening in 1972 coincided with the petroleum
               price hikes of the 1970s (1973 and 1978/79). It created 1,700 square km of reservoir,
               the largest lake in Côte d’Ivoire, requiring the resettlement of over 85,000 mainly
               Baule residents. It has a power-generating capacity of 176 megawatts, enough to power 118,000
               homes.
            

            
         

         
         	KOTEBA

         
         	
            A form of musical theater that originated from Mali. In 1974, Souleymane Koly, a Guinean
               with a French university education, founded a group that performs it in present-day
               Côte d’Ivoire. As director, choreographer, and dancer, Souleymane Koly has created
               a theater that blends Western and traditional forms. The emphasis is on movement and
               sound, presented either in Dyula or in “Parler Moussa.”
            

            
         

         
         	KOUADIO KOMOÉ, AUGUSTIN (1961–)

         
         	
            Lawyer and hospital administrator. Augustin Kouadio Komoé hails from Koun Fao, in
               eastern Côte d’Ivoire. He received his bachelor’s in law in 1984, followed by a master’s
               in international public law in 1985. In 1987, he earned an advanced degree in hospital
               administration at the École Nationale de la Santé Publique (ENSP) in Rennes (France) and an advanced law degree in health law at the Université de Paris XI, faculty
               of law of Sceaux.
            

            
             Kouadio Komoé began his professional career as assistant manager of hospitals in
               the Centre Hospitalier Intercommunal de Créteil (CHIC) in France in 1987. In 1988,
               he was a manager trainee in the Centre Hospitalier et Universitaire de Treichville (CHU-T). From 1989 to March 1991, he was the administrative and financial manager
               of the CHU-T; then from October 1991 to March 1992, he filled the same role at the
               CHU in Cocody. Over the next four years (1994–98), he directed the Institut Raoul Follereau de
               Côte d’Ivoire (IRFCI). From February to October 1998, he took over as interim director
               of the Institut de Cardiologie d’Abidjan (ICA). From December 1998 to May 2000, he
               was director of the CHU-Yopougon. He became inspector of public health from May 2000 to August 2002. He also served
               as special adviser to the minister of health from December 2001 to August 2002. He
               was named state inspector in December 2003.
            

            
             Augustin Komoé Kouadio was a member of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) from its inception in 1988 when it was a clandestine party. He was the first
               director of the underground cabinet of the party. He was named minister of culture
               and the francophonie in the government of Guillaume Soro from 2007 to 2010. By all accounts, despite his extensive background and experience
               in the health sector, he was a very successful minister of culture. He is given high
               praise for setting up the Bureau Ivoirien du Droit d’Auteur (BURIDA) to protect the
               intellectual property rights of Ivoirian writers.
            

            
         

         
         	KOUASSI, MOÏSE LIDA (1956–)

         
         	
            Academic and politician. Moïse Lida Kouassi was born in south Lakota. Following his
               studies, he became an assistant lecturer in German language and civilization in the
               faculty of arts and science of the University of Abidjan-Cocody. He joined the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) and served as the party’s national secretary in charge of defense and security
               policy (1996–2001). He was also General Robert Guéï’s political adviser in 2000. He was named minister of state in charge of defense
               and civil protection in October 2000, then elected deputy to the Assemblée Nationale from the Marcory commune of Abidjan in December 2000. A Gbagbo loyalist, he was elected
               deputy general secretary of the FPI in charge of relations with political parties
               and civil society in July 2001. He was minister of defense from October 2002 to 2010.
               He fled to Togo after the demise of Gbagbo but was arrested in Lomé, Togo, on 6 June
               2012 and extradited to Abidjan. Shortly after his arrest, the government announced
               that it had uncovered a plot. Moïse Kouassi confessed on television that documents
               seized at his house in Lomé contained incriminating information about a plot against
               the Ouattara government earlier in the year.
            

            
         

         
         	KOULIBALY, ISAIE BITON (1949–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian writer. He was born in the Treichville commune of Abidjan where he received his primary and secondary education. He also graduated from the
               faculty of modern letters in the University of Abidjan. He is also a graduate of the French school of copy editing in Paris.
               He is currently head of literary service of the publishing house Nouvelles Editions
               (NEI). Isaie Biton Koulibaly had previously held important positions at the old Nouvelles
               Editions Africaines (NEA). He has also served as a permanent correspondent for the
               international women’s magazine Amina for more than 15 years.
            

            
             He has published several short story collections, novels, and children’s books. They
               include the following populist short stories: “Les deux amis” (The two friends), “Le
               domestique du Président” (The president’s housemaid), “Les leçons d’amour de ma meilleure
               amie” (The love lessons of my best friend), “Ah! Les femmes” (Ah! Women), “Ah! Les
               hommes” (Ah! Men), “Encore les femmes . . . Toujours les femmes” (Still the women
               . . . Always the women), “Mon Mari est un chauffeur de taxi” (My husband is a taxi
               driver), and “Que Dieu protège les femmes” (May God protect the women). His novels
               include Ma joie en lui (My joy in him); Le sang, l’amour et la puissance (Blood, love, and power); Sur le chemin de la gloire (On the road to glory); Merci l’artiste (Thanks to the artist), which was published in 1999 and won the Prix Nyonda 2001;
               Et pourtant, elle pleurait (And yet, she was crying), which was published in 2005 and won the Prix Yambo Oueloguem
               2008; and Christine (Christina). He published two other novels under the pseudonym B. Williams: Tu seras mon épouse (You will be my wife) and Sugar Daddy, une jeune fille aime un tonton (Sugar Daddy, a young girl loves an uncle). His children’s books are La Légend de Sadjo (The legend of Sadjo) and Le destin de Bakary (The destiny of Bakary), published in 1978 and 1979 respectively.
            

            
             Isaie Biton Koulibaly is a devout Catholic and a standout in St. Theresa’s parish
               in the Marcory commune of Abidjan. He is the founder and leader of the research and
               communication group in the parish. He stresses the importance of cultural commissions
               in the parish and reading as a source of individual and national transformation. He
               meditated on this concern in his La puissance de la lecture (The power of reading) in 2005. The study won the Grand Prix Ivoirien des Lettres
               in 2006. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	KOULIBALY, MAMADOU (1957–)

         
         	
            Economist, academic, and politician. Although he was born in Azaguié-Gare in the département of Agboville, he is considered a northerner. He is also a Muslim. He studied economics at the
               University of Abidjan and earned a master’s in 1982. He received his Ph.D. in economics from the Université
               d’Aix-Marseille III, France, specializing in fiscal and monetary policies. He embarked on a teaching and research
               career in 1986 at his alma mater in Abidjan in the Department of Economics and Management.
               He has also taught in the Department of Economic and Social Sciences at the Université
               de Lille I (1995) and the Université de Versailles St. Quentin-En-Yvelines (1998).
               In the same year, he also served as administrator for the political economy research
               network at the Council for the Development of Social Science Research (CODESRIA) in
               Dakar, Senegal (1998).
            

            
             Ideologically to the left, he nonetheless accepted an invitation by the military
               junta led by General Robert Guéï to serve as minister of budget in 1999. Once a staunch ally of Laurent Gbagbo and a member of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI), he was named minister of economy and finance when Laurent Gbagbo came to power
               in 2000. In the same year, Mamadou Koulibaly won election on the ticket of the FPI
               to the Assemblée Nationale representing the commune of Koumassi. In 2001, he became the fifth president of the
               Assemblée Nationale, a position he held from 22 January 2001 until 12 March 2012,
               replaced by Guillaume Soro. As one of the radical partisans of the FPI, he staked out some extreme hard-line
               positions during the rebellion and civil war. He declared after the air strike debacle by the Ivoirian army on French positions
               on 7 November 2004 that “we’re very likely engaged in a long, difficult war, a quagmire
               for the French. What has happened . . . marks a break up. Vietnam will be nothing
               compared to what we’re going to do here.” He also called for civil disobedience against
               the nine rebel ministers who were in the government of national reconciliation established
               under the aegis of Linas-Marcoussis.
            

            
             And yet, it is the same Mamadou Koulibaly who took the initiative to bring together
               the French, Ivoirian, and United Nations army chiefs in a meeting that resulted in
               joint army patrols that helped to calm the volatile situation. He was also the first
               among his FPI colleagues to recognize the victory of Alassane Ouattara. He was conspicuously absent from the swearing in of Laurent Gbagbo. He claimed he
               had been out of the country. He tried to resolve the impasse through dialogue, but
               like other mediators, he was unsuccessful. He left for Ghana before the fall of Gbagbo
               but returned to Abidjan on 19 April 2011. He met with Ouattara the very next day to
               discuss the need to normalize the situation constitutionally.
            

            
             With the arrest of Pascal Affi N’Guessan soon after the fall of Gbagbo, Mamadou Koulibaly became the acting president of the
               FPI. He tried to be conciliatory. He even said on 25 May 2011 that the FPI would consider
               participating in a government of national unity provided that Gbagbo and other FPI
               supporters were released from jail. Finally, because of the intransigence of the hard-line
               members of the FPI and their unwillingness to accept Ouattara’s victory and participate
               in the post-Gbagbo political process, he resigned on 12 July 2011. He founded the
               Liberté et Démocratie pour la République (LIDER) in August 2011, of which he is the president. During the second ordinary
               congress of the LIDER held on 8 November 2014, Mamadou Koulibaly was elected the nominee
               of his party for the 2015 presidential election.
            

            
             Since October 2012, Mamadou Koulibaly has returned to teaching the history of economic
               thought, macroeconomic policy, and monetary policy at the Universities of Abidjan,
               Bouaké, and Daloa. He has written extensively on a wide range of Ivoirian and African monetary, financial,
               and development issues. His many publications include Libéralisme: Nouveau depart pour l’Afrique (Liberalism: A new beginning for Africa); La pauvreté en Afrique de l’Ouest (Poverty in West Africa); La guerre de la France contre la Côte d’Ivoire (The war of France against Côte d’Ivoire), with Antoine Ahua and Gary-K Busch; Sur la route de la liberté (On the road to freedom); Leadership et développement Africain (Leadership and African development); and La souverainté monétaire des pays africains (Monetary sovereignty of the African countries).
            

            
         

         
         	KOUROUMA, AHMADOU (1927–2003)

         
         	
            Writer, teacher, and researcher. He was born in Boundiali and raised by his uncle.
               He spent his childhood in Guinea and attended secondary school in Bamako, Mali, until he was expelled and drafted into the army by the French. He participated in
               the French military campaigns in Indochina from 1951 to 1954. When he was discharged
               from the army, he studied mathematics and graduated from the Institut des Actuaires
               in Lyon, France. He returned home after independence but quickly ran afoul of the government of Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He was briefly detained for his dissidence. He lived in exile and worked as an actuary
               in Algeria (1964–69), then as a banker and accountant in France, Cameroon (1974–84),
               and Togo (1984–94), before finally returning home to Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Ahmadou Kourouma was drawn to fictional writing. He used the medium to indict the
               post-independence generation of African leaders for betraying the legitimate aspirations
               of the African peoples. His first novel, Les soleils des indépendences (The suns of independence), appeared in 1970, at the end of Africa’s first decade
               of independence. This was followed in 1988 by En attendant le vote des bêtes sauvages (Waiting for the vote of the wild animals), a satirical treatment of post-colonial
               Africa that was inspired by Gnassingbe Eyadema’s rule in Togo. In 2000, he published
               Allah n’est pas obligé (Allah is not obliged), and in 2004, Quand on refuse on dit non (When we refuse we say no). He also wrote a play, Le diseur de vérité (The speaker of truth), which was published in 1998 along with Yacouba, chasseur africain (Yacouba, African hunter), a children’s novel. Although Ahmadou Kourouma’s works have
               been well received in France and he won the Prix Renaudot in 2000 and Prix Goncourt
               des Lycéens for Allah n’est pas obligé, he remains relatively unknown in the English-speaking world.
            

            
             In 2002, Ahmadou Kourouma was opposed to the war as well as the concept of “ivoirité,” which he said was “an absurdity which has led us to chaos.” President Laurent Gbagbo accused him of supporting the rebels. Ahmadou Kourouma died in Lyon on 11 December
               2003. He was brought back to Côte d’Ivoire to be buried in Williamsville on 14 November
               2014, 11 years after his death. He was decorated as Grand Officier posthumously.
            

            
         

         
         	KOUTOUKOU

         
         	
            Alcohol distilled from palm wine. Distillation is illegal, but demand is great, so the activity flourishes clandestinely.
               Palm wine cannot be conserved readily, except through distillation, and each is in
               great demand for holidays and special events of various coastal peoples.
            

            
         

         
         	KRAGBÉ, NGAGBÉ

         
         	
            A Bété student who attempted to found an opposition party, the Parti National Africain (PANA),
               in 1967 and was arrested. He then incited a rebellion in the Gagnoa region in 1970. His first objective appears to have been to mobilize resistance to
               participation in the one-party elections of that year. On 26 October 1970, he led
               a march of several hundred farmers from several Bété villages to Gagnoa, where they briefly occupied the prefecture, sub-prefecture, city
               hall, and headquarters of the ruling Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and proclaimed the “Republic of Eburnea,” meant to group the various Kru ethnic groups of the west.
            

            
             Gendarmerie and army units led by General Gaston Ouassénan Koné were sent to suppress the protest; they first quashed the protest in Gagnoa, then
               proceeded to the countryside from where the march had been organized. The casualty
               figures from these events have never been officially revealed, but estimates are that
               between several hundred and several thousand, perhaps as many as 4,000 people, were
               killed. Hundreds were also arrested, imprisoned, and put on trial in 1976, at which
               time they were almost all released by the government. It is believed that Kragbé Ngagbé
               was fatally wounded by soldiers.
            

            
         

         
         	KRINDJABO

         
         	
            Village in southeast Côte d’Ivoire, it is the traditional capital of the Sanwi kingdom. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	KRU (KROU)

         
         	
            A language cluster encompassing ethnic groups in southwest Côte d’Ivoire and southern Liberia; one of the four main language groups
               in the country. The Kru are organized in segmentary lineages reckoned patrilineally,
               with patrilocal residence and virilocal marriage. The origin and date of their immigration
               to the area is not known, but some scholars suggest that it was as recently as 220
               years ago. The Kru peoples once inhabited a much larger area to the north and east
               but were pushed back to the sea by Mande and Akan movements south and west.
            

            
             More generally, “Kru” is a term applied by Europeans to the coast between Monrovia
               (Liberia) and Grand Lahou, and to the coastal population, known along the West African trade routes as “Krumen” (sometimes classified as Grebo). They served for several generations as seamen on European ships operating along
               the African coast. Many visited France, England, and Germany in the 19th century.
            

            
             The development of the port of San Pédro is now bringing economic modernization to their region, but the Kru have until now
               lagged behind other groups in their participation in the political and economic institutions
               of the country. They are now engaged more in farming but also supplement their diet
               by hunting. Since 1967, the Kru have joined the Harrist sect in large numbers. Alfred Schwartz estimated the number of adherents at 18,500.
               It is hard to get a handle on the total population of Kru because of their division
               into small groups and different branches, and their transnational location straddling
               Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia. The 1975 census reported 27,000 self-identified Kru. By
               1993, the number had reached 48,400, of which 28,300 lived in Côte d’Ivoire. The Bété are the largest group in Kru society.
            

            
             The most famous ethnic Krus include, in Liberia, George Weah, the former international
               football star, and President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf who is of mixed Kru, Gola, and
               German ancestry, as well as ex-presidents Charles Taylor and William Tubman; in Côte
               d’Ivoire, they include ex-president Laurent Gbagbo, Chelsea football star Didier Drogba, Bundesliga football star Salomon Kalou, Charles Blé Goudé, and Paul-Antoine Bohoun Bouabré. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	KRU

         
         	
            A unit of volume along the Guinea coast, used especially for measuring palm oil, in
               the 19th century. According to Edouard Bouet-Willaumez, it equaled about four gallons in 1848. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	KULANGO (KOULANGO)

         
         	
            A Voltaic ethnic group inhabiting northeastern Côte d’Ivoire around Bondoukou and Bouna. They are related to the neighboring Lobi, their former enemies, with whom they share
               similar languages, customs, religious beliefs, and lifestyles. They currently number
               about 211,000, according to the Joshua Project. They arrived from the east centuries
               ago; they were conquered by the Abron in the 17th and 18th centuries and remained dominated by them until the colonial
               period. Dyula merchants settled among them from the 15th century and tried to convert the Kulango
               to Islam but largely failed. To this day, only 26 percent are practicing Muslims,
               and an even smaller percentage, 4 percent, are Christians. The overwhelming majority
               continue to practice their traditional religion. The Kulango believe in a supreme
               being who is worshipped but in association with mother earth or the earth god.
            

            
             The Kulango are primarily farmers cultivating a variety of crops such as yams, corn, beans, peanuts, peppers, okra, cotton, bananas, and watermelons. Some of the farmers also raise goats, sheep, and cattle. Drought
               and ecological conditions such as loss of soil fertility have forced many Kulango
               southward in search of farmland; others have moved to the cities in search of jobs.
            

            
             The Kulango celebrate many festivals, including the annual yam festival, a time when
               parents and children exchange gifts, then sit down to a meal of mashed yams and soup.
               They also celebrate the festival of the dead, in which the gods and ancestors are
               beseeched for guidance and prosperity. Individual villages were traditionally independent,
               under a civil and a religious chief.
            

            
         

         
         	KWAYA (KOUAYA)

         
         	
            Small ethnic group of the Kru cluster in south-central Côte d’Ivoire. The 1975 census reported 7,300 self-identified
               Kwaya in the country.
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         	LABOR

         
         	
            The immigration of low-paid migrant workers had been encouraged by the open-door policy
               pursued by the Félix Houphouët-Boigny government in order to keep agricultural labor costs down as acreage increased. Migrant
               workers constituted about 30 percent of the population in 1975. Largely because of the migrant presence, labor was an abundant factor of
               production in Côte d’Ivoire. On the other hand, the conjoncture or economic downturn and government austerity policies since the 1980s have had a
               severe adverse effect on job availability. The growing unemployment situation led
               to resentment of migrant workers. The situation deteriorated after Houphouët-Boigny
               passed away and subsequent governments pursued more ultra-nationalist policies in
               order to restrict access to jobs, social benefits, land, and other increasingly scarce
               resources. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	LAGOON CLUSTER (LAGUNAIRES)

         
         	
            Designation for the extremely complex grouping of peoples along the southeast coast
               and lagoons. They have largely shifted from traditional occupations to cash crop farming.
               They are not Akan, but with the Akan they speak a Kwa language. They are sometimes grouped with the
               Akan as the Akan–East Atlantic Complex. Lagoon peoples have attracted many migrant
               laborers to their farms, especially Mossi from Burkina Faso. Baule and Dyula have also moved in and have achieved political and economic prominence, to the discomfiture
               of the “indigenous” people. Cultures commonly labeled “Lagoon” include the Abé, Abure, Adjukru, Alladian, Attié, Avikam, Ebrié, Mekyibo, and Nzima.
            

            
         

         
         	LALOU, MARIE

         
         	
            Founder of the Déima sect.
            

            
         

         
         	LANGUAGE

         
         	
            French is the official language of Côte d’Ivoire, firmly implanted by colonial rule.
               It is the main language used in government, business, and the media. It is also the
               medium of instruction in schools and an important identity marker of the elites. It
               has been superimposed over the many African languages spoken by the 60 or more ethnic
               groups in Côte d’Ivoire. The African languages belong to one of the three branches
               of the Niger-Congo family: Kwa in the south, Mande in the northwest, and Voltaic or
               Gur in the northeast. While there is no dominant African language that is spoken throughout
               the country, Dyula, the language of itinerant traders, is widely used as a common language. The same
               language is also widely spoken in neighboring Burkina Faso, Mali, and Guinea.
            

            
             Français de Moussa is pidgin French spoken by Ivoirians without formal education. Since the 1980s, a
               new uniquely Ivoirian language known as “Nouchi” has been created. It is spoken predominantly by urban youth. While it is also pidginized
               French, it differs from Français de Moussa in the sense that it is characterized by
               real hybridity. It is a blend of formal French and local languages, mainly Dyula, Baule, and Bété. Initially frowned upon because it was developed in the slum neighborhoods of Adjamé, Abobo, and Yopougoun, it has been expropriated by students and exported from the slums to the campuses
               and propagated through the musical genre known as zouglou. In the process, students borrowed from foreign languages such as English, German,
               and Spanish to expand and enrich the Nouchi language repertoire. Zouglou bands on campuses and in the neighborhoods have made Nouchi wildly popular, with
               the language even spreading to infect other Ivoirian art forms such as sitcoms and
               comics.
            

            
         

         
         	LATRILLE, ANDRÉ JEAN GASTON (1894–1987)

         
         	
            He was governor of Côte d’Ivoire twice, from 26 August 1943 to 16 August 1945 and
               again from April 1946 to 20 February 1947. André Latrille participated in World War
               I, where he was wounded and thrice decorated. He received a diploma from the École
               Supérieure de Commerce et d’Industrie. He graduated from the colonial school in 1920
               and was posted to Cameroon, Oubangui, and then Chad. While in Chad, he commanded the
               division of Fort-Archambault in 1940. In August 1940, he rallied Chad to the cause
               of Free France under the authority of Governor Félix Eboué. He was appointed governor
               of Chad on 30 July 1942 but could not assume his duties until his predecessor, Pierre-Olivier
               Lapie, left on 12 December.
            

            
             Latrille was named governor of Côte d’Ivoire when French West Africa was wrestled
               from the authority of the Vichy government and controlled by General Charles de Gaulle’s Free French, replacing Jean-François Toby. In 1946–47, he was again named governor,
               replacing Henry Jean-Marie de Mauduit. Governor Latrille was sympathetic to the need
               to redress the grievances of the indigenous population, especially as concerned forced labor, and he authorized the formation of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA). Governor Latrille was also a strong supporter of Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s “Aventure 46” initiative under which young Ivoirians were sent to France to be educated despite the reticence on the part of the colonial administration.
               Not surprisingly, he was fiercely opposed by European planters and was removed shortly
               after the Communist Party was excluded from the French government. He died in Neuilly-sur-Seine
               on 10 November 1987 at the age of 93. A statue has been erected and a boulevard named
               for him in the fashionable Cocody-Deux Plateaux area of Abidjan. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	LAUBHOUET VALLY, GILLES (1945–2010)

         
         	
            An ethnic Dida, the son of a wealthy planter-politician, Marcel Laubhouet, and a planter in his
               own right in Taboué in the sub-prefecture of Yocoboué. He served previously as secretary
               of state in the Ministry of Agriculture. He represented Guiltry in the Assemblée Nationale. He served as minister of rural development from 1986 to 1988, and of rural development
               and civil defense in 1988–89; he was not reappointed following the comprehensive reorganization
               of the government in October 1989.
            

            
         

         
         	THE LEBANESE

         
         	
            There is a large population of Lebanese living in Côte d’Ivoire; estimates vary widely from 90,000 to 300,000,
               but that makes them the largest Lebanese diaspora community outside Lebanon. They
               numbered 20,000 in 1970, up from about 100 in 1921. There have been two waves of Lebanese
               migration to Côte d’Ivoire, and this has created two separate communities of Lebanese:
               the durables or established families, who have lived here the longest, and the nouveaux or newcomers. The established families arrived in the 1920s when Côte d’Ivoire’s
               colonial economy first began to develop after World War I. Thus, they have been in the country for
               three or more generations. By contrast, the newcomers began arriving in the mid-1970s,
               forced to flee the sectarian violence of the Lebanese civil war. Many of the new migrants
               came from the town of Zrarieh in southern Lebanon and have little or no connection
               to the durables.
            

            
             The Lebanese play a huge role in the Ivoirian economy, especially in the areas of
               distribution and retail sales. They have invested in urban real estate; they were
               among the first to develop hotels and restaurants in the interior. In May 2011, Joseph
               Khoury, the head of the Lebanese Chamber of Commerce for Trade and Industry, revealed
               that the Lebanese account for 35 percent of the Ivoirian economy. The “Lebanese own
               50 percent of the industrial sector, 99 percent of malls, and 80 percent of the fish
               trade and export industry, 60 percent of the construction sector, 75 percent of the
               import and export in wood, and 70 percent of the publications sector.” He added that
               Lebanese own 4,000 organizations that provide employment for 300,000 workers. More
               recently, they have become involved in football scouting, establishing training schools
               for youths and helping them to establish contacts with European clubs. Groups from
               different villages in Lebanon dominate different trades; for example, those from Zrarieh
               are involved in the plastics business, while those from Qana work with textiles.
            

            
            The Lebanese community is largely endogamous; they tend to marry within their community
               and even within their villages of origin. They have been largely unable and unwilling
               to assimilate into Ivoirian society. As a result, they remain socially and politically
               marginalized and vulnerable to political pressure and manipulation.
            

            
             Mindful of their status as a distinct minority whose preponderant role in the economy
               is often resented by the rest of the population, the Lebanese have been careful to
               demonstrate their loyalty to Ivoirian leaders, especially the late President Félix Houphouët-Boigny who was an ardent defender of the community. They have demonstrated their commitment
               to national goals through public declarations and charitable contributions. Since
               the late 1980s, such public performance of their commitment to national goals betrayed
               a certain insecurity borne of the realization that the conjoncture had transformed many in Ivoirian society, once very hospitable to West African and
               other diasporas, into fanatical anti-foreign nationalists. Many students and members
               of the political class resent the growing domination of commerce by the Lebanese,
               who were accused of corruption, evasion of customs duties and other taxes, and engaging in monopolistic practices.
               With the further liberalization of the economy in the late 1980s, Lebanese firms became
               more dominant than European interests in the import and distribution of consumer goods.
            

            
         

         
         	LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

         
         	
            This was created on 26 March 1959 as the legislative body of Côte d’Ivoire under the
               Franco-African Community. After Côte d’Ivoire gained independence in August 1960,
               it was converted into the Assemblée Nationale (National Assembly) on 3 November 1960.
            

            
         

         
         	LIBERIA, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            For much of the post-independence period, Côte d’Ivoire maintained close and cordial
               relations with Liberia. This was especially true during the presidency of William
               Tolbert, who was ideologically conservative and pro-West like Félix Houphouët-Boigny. President Tolbert was among a handful of African leaders who supported Houphouët-Boigny’s
               dialogue with South Africa initiative. The two men even had a clandestine meeting with the
               South African leader John Vorster in Yamoussoukro sometime in September 1974. However, relations between Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia
               became strained because of the bloody military coup that overthrew President Tolbert
               and brought Master Sergeant Samuel Doe to power in Monrovia in 1980. The revulsion
               that Houphouët-Boigny felt at the excesses of the military junta led to covert efforts
               to undermine the regime in Monrovia. Despite repeated denials by the Houphouët-Boigny
               government, there were persistent rumors that Côte d’Ivoire was funneling arms to
               Charles Taylor’s rebel National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL). In the end, Taylor’s
               forces invaded Liberia from Côte d’Ivoire through Nimba County in December 1989. It
               is undeniable that Ivoirian assistance to Charles Taylor was instrumental in the overthrow
               of Samuel Doe in mid-1990.
            

            
             Following the demise of Samuel Doe, Ivoirian authorities took an active role in the
               search for peace in Liberia. In 1991, Côte d’Ivoire sponsored a series of negotiations
               in Yamoussoukro to try to reconcile the opposing sides. These efforts notwithstanding,
               Amos Sawyer, the interim Liberian president, accused both Côte d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso of providing arms and training facilities to Taylor’s NPFL. Accusations of Ivoirian
               complicity in NPFL violence continued during 1992. In the second half of that year,
               leaders of a rival faction, the United Liberation Movement of Liberia (Ulimo), a group
               of former Doe supporters, repeatedly threatened to expand the war into Côte d’Ivoire.
               In October 1992, ECOWAS imposed sanctions against the NPFL for blockading Monrovia,
               but the sanctions regime was apparently violated by Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Relations with Liberia continued to be strained by repeated accusations by Monrovia
               and incursions into the border areas of Côte d’Ivoire around Danané. In the aftermath
               of a coup attempt in Liberia that produced yet another influx of refugees in September
               1994, four people, including two Ivoirian civilians, were killed by an attack, apparently
               mounted by members of the NPFL, on a village in the Danané region. Clashes around
               Tai between partisans of the Liberia Peace Council (LPC) faction and the NPFL in June
               1995 also claimed the lives of Ivoirians. These incursions and Ivoirian casualties
               prompted security operations by Côte d’Ivoire’s armed forces to regain control of border areas where infiltration by Liberian fighters had been
               frequent. The burdens imposed by the large number of refugees from Liberia—estimated
               at 300,000 to 400,000 in 1996—also tended to strain relations as the civil war dragged
               on. In May 1996, the Ivoirian authorities refused to grant asylum to some 3,000 Liberian
               refugees stranded on board a Nigerian-registered cargo ship that had undergone repairs
               at San Pédro. Abidjan was unwilling to take on the added financial burden of taking care of more refugees.
            

            
             The ascension of Charles Taylor to the presidency of Liberia in 1997 removed the
               main irritant in the relations between the two countries. However, the civil war in
               Liberia continued to impact Côte d’Ivoire in the form of refugees and rebel incursions
               into Ivorian territory. Taylor’s penchant for violence and for waging personal vendettas
               meant that Abidjan had to cultivate cordial relations with his government in Monrovia.
            

            
             Unlike its relations with Burkina Faso, Abidjan has been steadfast in avoiding implicating
               Monrovia in its own current civil war. This is despite the involvement of Liberian
               mercenaries with the Mouvement pour la Justice et la Paix (MJP) and the Mouvement Populaire Ivoirien du Grand-Ouest (MPIGO) and the launching of attacks by MPIGO from inside Liberian territory. Of
               particular concern, both of these groups incorporated the former armed supporters
               of General Robert Guéï, who had strong ties to Taylor, and MPIGO controlled the Danané border area, which
               was reportedly used by General Guéï as a base for shipping weapons to Taylor’s government
               between 2000 and 2002. The members of these groups are predominantly ethnic Yakuba,
               who are known as Mano in Liberia, where they were a major component of Taylor’s NPFL.
            

            
             In return, Monrovia complained that Ulimo rebels were attacking Liberia from Ivoirian
               territory using the 2002–3 conflict as cover. The Ulimo-J faction was essentially
               the base for the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (Model) rebels, whose recruiting
               and organizing among Krahn refugees in Ivoirian camps appears to have been facilitated
               by the Ivoirian military. Model stepped up its activity in southern Liberia in the
               second quarter of 2003 and captured most of this timber-rich area from Taylor’s forces.
               The official Ivoirian position was that all Liberian mercenaries should be expelled,
               but it did not believe that the Liberian government was responsible for arming opposition
               forces against it. This was the understanding that was reached between Presidents
               Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Taylor at a meeting in Togo in late April 2003.
            

            
             By September 2002, the number of Liberian refugees in Côte d’Ivoire registered with
               the UNHCR had been reduced to 43,000; it rose again to over 74,000 in 2003 when the
               situation in eastern Liberia deteriorated. On the other hand, some 25,000 Ivoirian
               nationals were estimated to have fled to Liberia in 2002 to escape fighting in western
               Côte d’Ivoire; another 10,000 Ivoirians reportedly sought refuge in Liberia following
               the outbreak of renewed fighting in Côte d’Ivoire in November 2004. The UNHCR estimated
               that some 224,000 Ivoirians were refugees in Liberia in July 2011. The UNHCR negotiated
               with the two governments to facilitate a voluntary repatriation of Ivoirian refugees
               from Liberia in August 2011. By late 2013, the registered number of Ivoirian refugees
               in Liberia was down to 58,000.
            

            
             There were a series of violent incidents in southwestern Côte d’Ivoire that were
               attributed to Liberian mercenaries acting with former Ivoirian regime or pro-Gbagbo
               elements operating from Liberia. Since the 2000s, the security situation on the common
               border has been the most salient issue in the relationship. In spite of the continuing
               security challenges, there is greater understanding and cooperation between Presidents
               Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and Alassane Ouattara. During a visit to Abidjan by President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf in October 2012, the
               two sides signed a joint communiqué concerning the promotion of security on the border
               region; they sought the reactivation of their bilateral commission, established in
               the 1970s but allowed to lapse as a result of the Liberian civil war. In April 2013,
               it was reported that Côte d’Ivoire’s permanent representative to the United Nations
               had requested that the planned reduction in the troop strength of the ONUCI peacekeeping
               force be offset by the deployment of surveillance drones to monitor the border with
               Liberia. Finally, Presidents Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and Alassane Outtara sponsored
               a four-day conference with 108 chiefs from Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire from 18 to 21
               October 2013. The meeting of the Joint Council of Elders in Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County,
               in Liberia had as its theme sustainable peace in the two neighboring countries. The
               two presidents were interested participant-observers.
            

            
         

         
         	LIBERTÉ ET DÉMOCRATIE POUR LA RÉPUBLIQUE (LIDER)

         
         	
            One of the newest political parties, founded by Mamadou Koulibaly, formerly one of the stalwarts of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) and president of the Assemblée Nationale. He left the FPI when he could not convince the party to contest the 11 December
               2011 elections to the Assemblée Nationale. The party has complained that it is being
               subjected to harassment and intimidation. It revealed that Professor Séraphin Yao
               Prao, the party’s national secretary, was assaulted on 24 June 2014. The assailants
               were apparently in uniform and are believed to be members of the Forces Républicains
               de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI). Mamadou Koulibaly has denounced the treatment the party has
               been receiving from the government. Nevertheless, he is positioning the party as a
               center-right party as well as the most active and credible opposition party.
            

            
         

         
         	LITERATURE

         
         	
            The doyen of Ivoirian literature or the best-known literary figure from Côte d’Ivoire
               is undoubtedly Bernard Binlin Dadié. He is the author of the first play from Côte d’Ivoire, Assémiwen Déhylé (1936), and the first novel, Climbié (1956). Bernard Dadié became world renowned for his autobiographical reminiscences
               in novel form. Of course, Dadié studied at the École Normale William Ponty in Dakar, Senegal. And it is here that Ivoirian literature in French was born. His
               schoolmates were Coffi Gadeau and François Joseph Amon d’Aby; both were very successful writing plays for the national theater. Aké Loba is another important writer. He is the contemporary of Ahmadou Kourouma. They made important contributions to the second, post-independence satirical phase
               of African literature.
            

            
             The future of Ivoirian literature is very bright. In many respects, the torch has
               been passed from the first generation of writers, led by Bernard Dadié, Coffi Gadeau,
               and Amon d’Aby, to a new generation. There is so much more depth and rich diversity
               to Ivoirian literature now, including the variety of literary forms (poetry, short
               stories, novels, plays, children’s literature, and recitations of legends and proverbs)
               and the astonishing number of exciting women writers, including Anne-Marie Adiaffi, Véronique Tadjo, Flore Hazoumé, Marguerite Abouet (author of the comic book Aya de Yopougon), and Fatou Keïta, to name just a few.
            

            
         

         
         	LOBI

         
         	
            A Voltaic people centered between the Black and White Voltas, without village organization
               of chiefs, but based on matrilineages. Toward the end of the 18th century, the Lobi
               moved northwest and east because of population pressures and incursions from Mamprussi, Dagomba, and Gonja. A massive emigration
               lasted over two centuries; this was essentially a non-violent occupation of new land,
               in which the immigrants mixed with the prior occupants. The Lobi, traditionally hunters
               and warriors, were welcomed by the kingdom of Bouna but remained isolated from the neighboring Kulango and Dyula. They were never really conquered by the Maninka or Samory, nor did French or British columns penetrate far into their territory. They were
               nominally “pacified” in 1901 but were little affected by colonization. The Lobi migration
               continued into the colonial period from Upper Volta and Ghana because of the sparse population of the Kulango areas. They are now much more numerous
               than the Kulango and are more numerous in Burkina Faso than in Côte d’Ivoire. In Côte d’Ivoire, the Lobi are a relatively small, scattered
               group (currently around 160,000), and among the poorest sub-populations in the country,
               living in the extreme northeast around Bouna.
            

            
         

         
         	LOHOUES-OBLE, ANNE JACQUELINE (1950–)

         
         	
            Former minister, law professor, and presidential candidate. Anne Jacqueline Lohoues-Oble
               was born in Debrimou, near Dabou. She studied law and graduated in 1975 from the University of Abidjan-Cocody. She is the first woman in Côte d’Ivoire to pass the highly competitive examination
               known as aggrégation to teach law in 1983. President Omar Bongo of Gabon was the first to discover her
               at a conference on family law in Africa in 1984; Bongo then recommended her to his
               good friend, President Félix Houphouët-Boigny. It was arranged for her to meet with people close to the president for a kind of
               vetting before being appointed minister of justice under Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara in 1990.
            

            
             Jacqueline Lohoues-Oble is former president of the Ivoirian section of the network
               of African female ministers and parliamentarians (REFAMP-CI). She was a founding member
               of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), along with her brother Vincent Lohoues Essoh, a rubber planter who later served
               as minister of construction and urban development in the transition government of
               General Robert Guéï. In 1995, Jacqueline Lohoues-Oble was elected RDR deputy for Abobo but resigned in
               1999 because “she was opposed to the candidacy of Alassane Ouattara in the 2000 presidential
               election,” although not necessarily on legal grounds. She preferred a different candidate
               from the party, but she was in the minority. From that point on, she says, “my future
               was sealed.”
            

            
             She continued to teach law at the University of Abidjan-Cocody and served as dean
               of the law faculty from 1986 to 1989. From February 2006 to March 2007, she served
               as legal counsel to Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny and was in charge of coordinating the program for emerging from the crisis. In 2010,
               she was the only female among the 14 candidates who contested the first round of the
               presidential elections. Indeed, she is the first woman ever to run for the presidency
               in Côte d’Ivoire. Although she beat six other candidates in the field, she received
               only 12,273 or 0.27 percent of the votes. Because she threw her support behind Laurent Gbagbo during the runoff, she was appointed minister of national education and served under
               Prime Minister Gilbert Marie Ake N’Gbo from 6 December 2010 to 11 April 2011. As spokesperson for the government, it was
               Jacqueline Lohoues-Oble who delivered Gbagbo’s ultimatum on December 18 for the United
               Nations (UN) and French peacekeepers to leave the country immediately. She said the
               UN was guilty of “serious missteps” and “contempt for Côte d’Ivoire’s institutions.”
               She argued that the UN had wrongly “appropriated the right to proclaim Côte d’Ivoire’s
               president.” Regarding education, she insisted on 27 February 2011 that it should be
               above politics.
            

            
             After a period of uncertainty following the end of the post-election crisis, she
               has returned to teaching and research in the faculty of law at the university in Abidjan-Cocody.
            

            
         

         
         	LOI-CADRE

         
         	
            This is the famous “framework law” or enabling act that was passed by the Socialist-led
               French National Assembly in June 1956. The loi-cadre was designed to liberalize the political structures of France’s African colonies by reforming the nature of political relations between France
               and francophone Africa, largely in recognition of the contributions of African servicemen
               and colonial subjects in general to the liberation of France from the Nazi German
               juggernaut. It introduced universal adult suffrage, abolished the two-tier electoral
               college system, and created a cabinet-type governing council with seven elected members
               and four or five appointed members. However, the central government remained essentially
               the French governor who served as president; the governing council, with a vice president;
               and an assembly whose members were chosen by the provincial assemblies.
            

            
         

         
         	LOROUGNON, JEAN GUÉDÉ (1935–1998)

         
         	
            Professor of plant biology in the faculty of science at the University of Abidjan. Lorougnon is an ethnic Bété. He received his doctorate in tropical botany from the University of Paris in 1960.
               He was a student leader in the Union Générale des Etudiants de la Côte d’Ivoire (UGECI) and, as such, was critical of the policies of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) until he was elected to the Assemblée Nationale upon completion of his studies. Then he became more cooperative. From 1964 to 1970,
               he served as first vice president of the Assemblée Nationale and the first minister
               of scientific research from 1971 to 1981, and again in 1990. He was a member of the
               Political Bureau and Central Committee of the PDCI from 1975. The Jean Guédé Lorougnon
               University, a full-fledged public university since 8 August 2012, located in Daloa, is named for him.
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         	MAGIC SYSTEM

         
         	
            Ivoirian musical group made up of a quartet of friends, Salif “Asalfo” Traoré, Narcisse
               “Goude” Sadoua, Etienne “Tino” Boué Bi, and Adama “Manadja” Fanny, who grew up in
               Marcory, Abidjan. The group burst onto the musical scene in 1996, mostly performing for neighborhood
               parties. They produced their debut album, Papitou s’amuse, followed by the hit singles “Momo” and “Je suis gbe” all in 1997. The latter was
               an acknowledgment of the fact that their music was inspired by the Gbe dance style.
               Then in 1999, they produced their first mega-hit, Premier Gaou. It reportedly sold 40,000 units within two weeks. It dominated the French airwaves,
               reaching number 19 on the charts; it became the biggest hit out of Africa in more
               than 15 years. In 2003, they released “Un gaou à Paris” and “Amoulanga,” followed
               by “Bouger Bouger” in 2005, “Kit dit mié” in 2007, “Même pas fatigue” in 2009, “Ambiance
               à l’Africaine” in 2010, “Mamadou” in 2013, and “Magic in the Air” and “Tu es fou”
               in 2014.
            

            
             Magic System’s remarkable success has made the group the leading ambassadors of Afropop.
               They have performed to huge audiences worldwide. In Africa, they are as popular in
               Anglophone countries from Ghana to Zambia as they are in the francophone world. They
               were among the pioneers of the quintessentially Ivoirian dance form that spread like
               wildfire in the 1990s known as zouglou.
            

            
         

         
         	MAHOGANY

         
         	
            Hardwood tree of the genus Khaya or Entandrophragma. The wood is highly valued for
               furniture, musical instruments, and interior finishing. Harvesting for export began
               before the colonial period: from 1890 to 1907, by indigenous effort, then, following
               the economic crisis of 1907, by logging company monopolies. Mahogany trade was limited
               by transportation availability to riverbanks and lagoons. The first production was
               on the Tano River, then around Tabou and San Pédro. Arthur Verdier won a monopoly of Ivoirian mahogany harvesting in 1890–91, in spite of opposition
               from local administrators and other merchants. This concession was the base from which
               the Compagnie Française de Kong was formed, but the company gave up the mahogany concession for an indemnity of 250,000
               francs plus 125,000 francs per year for 14 years, with complete rights to an area
               of 300,000 hectares. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	MALARIA

         
         	
            A disease transmitted by the anopheles mosquito, common throughout Africa, and the
               most widespread disease in Côte d’Ivoire. It accounts for 20 to 30 percent of hospital
               consultations there. Malaria is responsible for many deaths, especially among children,
               and makes adults weak and susceptible to other infections because of repeated bouts
               of fever; at least 80 percent of the Ivoirian population is infected, and up to 90
               to 95 percent of young children. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	MALI, RELATIONS WITH

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire’s neighbor to the north with which it has had a long association. The
               two countries had somewhat of a rocky relationship in the early years of independence
               partly because Modibo Keita’s self-professed socialism inclined him toward closer
               relations with Ghana and Kwame Nkrumah’s positions on African unity, colonialism, and apartheid. As a result,
               Mali joined with Ghana and Guinea to form the short-lived Ghana-Guinea-Mali Union in December 1960. They had envisaged
               this union as a precursor to the larger continental union that would usher in the
               United States of Africa. Mali belonged to the radical Casablanca camp that advocated
               continental union during the run-up to the formation of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in May 1963.
            

            
             Mali also flirted with President Léopold Sédar Senghor’s Mali Federation project,
               which sought to integrate Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, and Senegal. This new federal arrangement posed a serious challenge to Côte
               d’Ivoire, not least because the venture emanated from Senghor, a traditional nemesis;
               more importantly, the success of such a project would destroy the regional ambitions
               of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny and the sub-imperial status of Abidjan. To wean Mali from Senegal’s embrace, Abidjan had to provide tangible inducements.
               Abidjan was presented a good opportunity with the breakup of diplomatic relations
               between Senegal and Mali (restored three years later), which also severed the latter’s
               access to the sea. Ivoirian officials brokered a Mali government application for a
               long-term loan from the West German company Krupp to procure long-haulage transport
               vehicles to transport goods between Abidjan and Bamako.
            

            
             Emerging commercial links were reinforced by the January 1963 signing of a “Treaty
               of Friendship, Co-operation and Assistance” between Abidjan and Bamako. From then
               on, relations between the two countries remained very cordial. One of the major triumphs
               in the relationship came when President Houphouët-Boigny brokered a peace agreement
               ending the border conflict between Burkina Faso and Mali in 1985. However, those relations
               were strained by the turmoil in Abidjan following the October 2000 elections and the
               January 2001 attempted coup, which Abidjan blamed on the support provided by both Mali and Burkina Faso. Meanwhile,
               the attempted reconciliation among Ivoirian leaders had a salutary effect on relations
               between the two countries. Mali’s former president, Alpha Oumar Konaré, contributed
               to improved relations by attending, along with President John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana,
               the opening session of the Ivoirian Forum for National Reconciliation.
            

            
             Mali had reason to be concerned about developments in Côte d’Ivoire because the country
               is Mali’s most important trading partner and its most significant source of employment,
               and Côte d’Ivoire’s two ports are a vital lifeline for international trade. The relationship deteriorated when the attempted coup of 19 September 2002 failed and the rebels took over the northern half of the country.
               Abidjan suspected Mali of complicity in the latest attempt to overthrow the government
               of President Laurent Gbagbo. Traffic between Bamako and Abidjan was disrupted by the partition of the country
               between government and rebel forces and extortion rackets on both sides. Thus, trade
               had to be diverted through Senegal, Ghana, and Togo. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	MALINKE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	MAMBÉ, ROBERT BEUGRÉ (1952–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian politician, preacher, public works engineer, and former president of the
               Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI). Robert Beugré Mambé was born on the outskirts
               of Abidjan in Abiaté (Dabou) on 1 January 1952. He studied mathematics in secondary school and graduated in 1971.
               He pursued the study of advanced mathematics from 1971 to 1973 and public works engineering
               from 1973 to 1976. In 1977, he received a post-graduate degree in construction, specializing
               in concrete structures (reinforced or otherwise), from the Centre des Hautes Études
               de la Construction de Paris France and the École Nationale des Ports et Chaussées.
            

            
             He returned to Abidjan in the late 1970s and began to accumulate a wealth of professional,
               managerial, administrative, and political experience. He also became specialized in
               territorial and urban planning. He was consulted on urban environment and habitat
               development by various government agencies and international organizations, including
               the Ivoirian Ministry of Public Works and Transport, Construction, and Urbanization
               as well as the World Bank. Robert Mambé has also served as vice governor of the district
               of Abidjan, then as president of the CEI, responsible for the management of the contentious
               presidential election of 2010.
            

            
             In a rather controversial move on the eve of that crucial election, on 12 February
               2010, President Laurent Gbagbo accused Robert Mambé of fraudulently registering 429,000 people in order to improve
               the prospects of the ex-rebel Forces Nouvelles winning the election. The president dissolved both the CEI and the government, provoking
               another political crisis. The move triggered two weeks of massive and violent protest
               demonstrations across the country before the CEI was reinstated, but with Youssouf Bakayoko as the new president of the election management body. President Alassane Ouattara named Robert Mambé governor of the district of Abidjan in 2011. The son of a pastor,
               Robert Mambé has followed his father’s footsteps into the pulpit as a Methodist preacher.
            

            
         

         
         	MAN

         
         	
            The largest town in the département of the same name in the mountainous western region (Massif de Man); it is located
               on the eastern edge of the Nimba Range, with a population of about 140,000. There
               are iron ore deposits to the east of the town. Because of its relatively high altitude,
               Man offers the most temperate climate of any of the major towns of Côte d’Ivoire.
               Not surprisingly, it is a major agricultural region with significant cocoa, coffee, cassava, plantain, and soybean plantations. The area is the country’s leading producer of coffee; UNICAFE,
               the national coffee manufacturing company, has one of its factories here. Man has
               an agricultural research station as well as a Lycée Professionel (a government technical
               school).
            

            
             It is the locus of the “Dent de Man” (Tooth of Man), a large rock outcropping overlooking
               the town that is especially unique in this countryside of savanna and coastal plain.
               This is one of Man’s tourist attractions, together with “La Cascade” (the waterfall) and the monkey forest. The
               waterfall to the west of town is surrounded by a bamboo forest, habitat to many colorful
               dragonflies and a variety of butterfly species. The monkeys live in a wooded area
               nearby. It has been reported that, for a small fee, local residents can coax the monkeys
               out of their forest hideout. In the central market, one can find a large variety of
               traditional Yakuba fabrics (boubou Yakuba) and Dan masks. Man is also the home of the Roman Catholic diocese, with its Cathédrale Saint-Michel.
               Man was one of six regional centers designated in the 1976–80 five-year plan for the
               development of processing industries for regional produce.
            

            
         

         
         	MANDE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	MANDING (MANDINGUE, MANDIGO, MANDE)

         
         	
            One of the four major language clusters in Côte d’Ivoire, encompassing the Malinke, Bambara, and Dyula cultures.
            

            
         

         
         	MANGOU, PHILIPPE (1952–)

         
         	
            Former army chief and current ambassador of Côte d’Ivoire to Gabon. He is an Ebrié born in Abidjan on 26 January 1952. Following his studies at the Collège Moderne du Plateau and then at the Lycée Classique d’Abidjan, he enrolled at the University of Abidjan. He graduated with a law degree in 1978 and joined the armed forces in
               October of the same year. He rose through the ranks until he achieved the rank of
               general and head of the army. As part of his training in military strategy, he studied
               at Saumur, France, in 1980 and at the general staff college of Compiègne, also in France, in 1991.
               He was transferred to the École des Force Armée (EFA) in Bouaké in 1988 as brigade commander. In 1991, he was posted to the Republican Guards in
               Treichville and made second-in-command of the first armored battalion. In 1992, he became commander,
               then lieutenant colonel in 1999. In 2000, he was brought into the office of Moïse Lida Kouassi, the minister of state in charge of defense.
            

            
             Philippe Mangou made his mark on 19 September 2002 when the politico-military crisis
               erupted. According to Lida Kouassi, when he asked for volunteers to go to the front,
               it was Lieutenant Colonel Philippe Mangou who said he was ready to lead the troops
               into combat. For his courage, he was named the principal spokesperson for the Forces
               de Défense et de Sécurité (FDS), the national army, also referred to variously as
               Gbagbo’s forces, government forces, or loyal forces. He was also made commander of
               operations on the battlefield with its base in Yamoussoukro. He could be found leading the troops from the front. He impressed General Mathias Doué and Kadet Bertin, the powerful adviser to President Laurent Gbagbo on security issues. In January 2003, he was a key figure in the planning and execution
               of Opération Dignité, which culminated in the bombardment of the French camp in Bouaké
               in November 2004 and the French retaliatory strikes that destroyed the Ivoirian air
               force.
            

            
             When Mathias Doué was dismissed under a cloud of suspicion of conniving with the
               French to overthrow the president, Philippe Mangou was named chef d’état major des armées (CEMA) by President Gbagbo on 13 November 2004. However, he tarnished his image during
               the post-election crisis. In December 2010, he pledged allegiance to Gbagbo following
               the contested election. Then during the night of 13–14 March 2011, his residence was
               attacked, and five security officers were killed along with 10 civilians. Then on
               31 March, General Mangou went missing. He turned up in the South African ambassador’s
               residence with his wife, son, and his wife’s daughter seeking asylum, as Alassane Ouattara’s forces massed on the outskirts of Abidjan. Then inexplicably, on 3 April 2011,
               General Mangou left the ambassador’s residence and, after a meeting with Gbagbo, rejoined
               the government forces, for reasons that are still unclear.
            

            
             In yet another twist, a day after the arrest of Gbagbo, Philippe Mangou led a group
               of service chiefs to pledge allegiance to President Alassane Ouattara. Subsequently,
               in May 2012, President Ouattara appointed him ambassador to Gabon. Ambassador Philippe
               Mangou presented his credentials to President Ali Bongo Ondimba on 10 August 2012.
            

            
         

         
         	MANILLE (MANILLA)

         
         	
            Form of currency used on the West African coast in the pre-colonial and early colonial
               trade, including the earliest trade at Grand Lahou. Manillas are bronze, horseshoe-shaped bracelets that were grouped in packets for
               different values.
            

            
         

         
         	MANINKA (MALINKE)

         
         	
            One of the most important sub-groups of the Manding language group originating in Mali, and one of the four major cultural clusters in Côte d’Ivoire. The Malinke are mostly
               Muslim and have thus been traditionally distinguished from the Bambara who live among
               them and retain an animist faith. In southern Côte d’Ivoire, Maninka people are often
               referred to as Dyulas, merely on the basis that they are Muslims from the north and are commonly engaged
               in trade (the term dyula means “itinerant trader” in the languages of these peoples). According to tradition,
               they are descendents of the people who formed the Mali Empire. Inhabiting a wide swath
               of territory stretching northwest to the Gambia River, Manding-speaking traders and
               settlers moved south into present-day Côte d’Ivoire from the 16th to the 18th centuries.
               There they found gold and kola nuts to trade in Mali. Theirs is the predominant culture in northwestern Côte d’Ivoire. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	MANIOC

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	MAQUIS

         
         	
            Informal but very popular small, open-air restaurants, operating on the margins of
               legality, in Abidjan and most other major towns. They spring to life particularly at night and fill the
               air with pleasantly pungent aromas. They normally feature braised or grilled chicken,
               guinea fowl, and fish, usually tilapia and catfish, covered in onion, tomatoes, and
               green and very hot pepper in oil and served with attiéké. Another popular dish served at maquis is “kedjénou,” chicken cooked with vegetables over low fire to make a delicious broth. Another
               favorite side dish is “aloko,” which is very ripe (red) plantain that is cut up into small pieces and fried usually in palm oil, eaten alone or with the accompaniment of grilled or fried fish and spicy chili pepper
               with onions. Usually, where there are maquis, beer bars cannot be very far away. During
               the conjoncture in the 1980s, one famous maquis was nicknamed tonton conjoncture. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	MARCHAND, JEAN-BAPTISTE (1863–1934)

         
         	
            French army officer who, as captain in 1892, was given permission to explore and establish
               a secure route from Côte d’Ivoire to the Sudan. He traveled north on the Bandama River in 1893–94, the first European to traverse the Baule territory. Marchand played an important role in breaking Baule control of commerce
               between the Sudan and the coast, and he promoted a trans-Niger railway line from Grand Lahou, arguing that the forest would be easiest to cross there because of the “Baule V.”
            

            
         

         
         	MASSA

         
         	
            A religious movement among the Senufo founded by a Minianka from the region of San in Mali. Massa was a self-styled divinity that caused great turmoil in the Poro-dominated Senufo society, but the resurgence of the Poro seems to correspond with
               a contemporary decline of interest in Massa.
            

            
         

         
         	MATTO, LOMA CISSÉ (1949–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian magistrate. Madam Loma Cissé Matto graduated from high school in 1972 and
               earned her law degree from the University of Abidjan in 1976. She also pursued a diploma in business administration in 1978. She served
               in various capacities, including substitute public prosecutor before the Abidjan tribunal
               from 1982 to 1984, and judge of the same tribunal from 1984 to 1985. She also served
               as juvenile judge from 1985 to 1987, then judge of the Tribunal of First Instance
               at Abidjan-Plateau from 1987 to 1993, becoming the tribunal’s vice president from
               1993 to 1996. From 1996 to 2000, she served as adviser to the Court of Appeal in Abidjan.
               She was vice president of the tribunal in Abidjan-Plateau from 2000 to 2004, and president
               from 2004 to 2005.
            

            
             From June 2007 to March 2012, Madam Loma Cissé Matto was named special adviser to
               Prime Minister Guillaume Soro, working on programs to ensure Côte d’Ivoire comes out of the crisis. From July 2011
               to March 2012, she served as president of the Commission Nationale d’Enquête sur les
               Violences Post-Electorales de 2010–11. As president of that commission, she was in
               charge of the non-judicial inquiry into all the reports by a number of non-governmental
               organizations (NGOs) about massive violations of human rights that occurred during the post-election crisis and were attributed to the Forces de
               Défense et de Sécurité (FDS), Forces Républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI), Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI), militias, dozos, self-help groups, and mercenaries, which was a tall order. Then on 13 March 2012,
               she was appointed minister delegate to the prime minister, keeper of the seals, and
               minister of justice. She was dropped from the cabinet when President Alassane Ouattara dissolved the government of Prime Minister Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio on 14 November 2012. The president then appointed Loma Matto to the Constitutional
               Council to serve a six-year term starting on 1 September 2014.
            

            
         

         
         	M’BAHIA BLÉ, KOUADIO (1928–)

         
         	
            Former teacher. Kouadio M’Bahia Blé studied at the École Normale William Ponty in Dakar, then served in the French army. He was assistant principal of a school
               in Bouaké for three years before he was appointed director of schools in 1953. He was sent
               to Paris in 1956 to work with Ivoirian students. As a result, he served as a crucial
               link between the first two political generations in Côte d’Ivoire. In 1957, M’Bahia
               Blé was elected territorial councilor for Bouaké; he then served in the Constituent Assembly in 1958–59 and then as a member of the Legislative Assembly. He was speaker of the Assemblée Nationale from 1959 to 1963.
            

            
             M’Bahia Blé was named minister for youth and sports in 1963 at age 34, and within
               a few months the armed forces were added to his bailiwick (later renamed minister
               of national defense). However, in 1966, he was relieved of youth and sports but remained
               a minister of the armed forces and the civil service until 1980, and again in 1985–86.
               M’Bahia also served as mayor of Mbahiakro from 1960 to 1985 and has been a member
               of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) since 1965.
            

            
         

         
         	MEDIA

         
         	
            See ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	MEIWAY (1962–)

         
         	
            Meiway, whose real name is Frédéric-Désire Ehui, is a cultural icon in Côte d’Ivoire.
               He is the wildly popular singer who pioneered the dance and music craze known as zoblazo. An Nzima from Grand Bassam, Meiway comes from a musical family: his father was an amateur accordionist and his
               mother often sang in the choir of her local Catholic church. Meiway started singing in church from age 9 until he was 16. In junior high
               school, he joined the school band, Pace. In 1978, he won the highly coveted Podium
               Award.
            

            
             Arguments over how to split the prize money between old and new members led to the
               breakup of the band. It freed Meiway to form his own band, Les Genitaux or Genitos,
               and to pursue his unique brand of musical style. The new band also won the Podium
               Award in 1981. In 1985, Meiway moved to Paris to expand his musical horizons. He formed
               a new group, Defense d’Ivoire, with musicians from Africa and France. The group was
               equally successful, and Meiway produced his first album, Ayibebou, in 1989. He returned home in 1990 with his “Zo Gang.” The group toured the country
               and West Africa. Ayibebou earned Meiway the Best Singer Award for Côte d’Ivoire. More importantly, it prefigured
               the zoblazo musical style that has earned Meiway the nickname “Mr. Zoblazo” or the “Genius of
               Bassam.”
            

            
             With his second album which appeared in 1990 entitled 200% Zoblazo, Meiway became not only a superstar, but the very symbol of zoblazo. In 2011, Meiway participated in the national peace project: a caravan featuring
               Tiken Jah Fakoly, Alpha Blondy, and the Magic System traveled through Côte d’Ivoire to perform a series of six concerts from the end of
               October. The last concert was held in Abidjan on 3 November 2011. Meiway’s hit songs include the irresistible “Miss Lolo,” “Adjalou,”
               “Rouler Moutou,” and “Nanan.” Over the years, Meiway has collected numerous music
               awards at home and at international music festivals around the world, including three
               at the Kora Awards ceremony in Sun City (South Africa) on 5 September 1998, for Best
               Artist in West Africa, Best Arranger, and Best Video.
            

            
         

         
         	MEKYIBO

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	MEL EG, THÉODORE (1952–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian politician. He was born in Abidjan and studied at the Université de Paris-Assas in 1973–74 before going on to the Université
               de Grenoble Saint-Geoir’s École Supérieure Marketing et Communication from 1974 to
               1977. He began his professional career as the commercial director and director general
               of Telecom Engineering–CI from 1977 to 1982. He was general manager of Assurex-CI
               from 1982 to 1986, then director of the cabinet of the mayor of Abidjan from 1986
               to 1990. From 1990 to 2003, he was involved in private property management. There
               is considerable overlap between Mel Eg’s professional and political careers. He started
               out as president of the grassroots committee of the ruling Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in the Riviera II residential area (1977–80). Then from 1980 to 1990, he served
               as municipal adviser and deputy mayor of Cocody with responsibility for youth and socio-cultural programs. From 1986 to 2000, he
               was a member and secretary of the Conseil Economique et Sociale (CES). He also served
               two terms as mayor of Cocody from 1990 to 2001. Simultaneously, Mel Eg served as a
               member of the Bureau Politique of the PDCI (1990–2000), as well as secretary general
               of the Cocody branch, communal delegate, and national secretary of finance and heritage.
               In addition, from 1997 to 2000, he was the general commissioner for Afromusiques.
            

            
             Mel Eg was among a group of “rénovateurs” or reformers who sought to take the ruling
               PDCI in a different direction following the death of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny. However, unlike some of the other reformers, he did not follow Djéni Kobina into the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). Instead, he founded the Union Démocratique et Citoyenne (UDCY). He has served
               as president of the party since it was founded in 2000. He launched a failed bid for
               the presidency of Côte d’Ivoire on the UDCY ticket. However, he won the 2000 election
               to the Assemblée Nationale, becoming the UDCY deputy of Jacqueville until 2012. In March 2003, in the aftermath of the rebellion and the agreement at
               Linas-Marcoussis, he was appointed minister of state, minister of African integration
               under Prime Minister Seydou Elimane Diarra, then minister of culture and francophonie in December 2005. He held on to that ministerial
               position under Charles Konan Banny in September 2006. However, under Prime Minister Guillaume Soro following the Ouagadougou Political Agreement in March 2007, he became minister of city and urban sanitation, then minister of
               youth, sports, and urban sanitation.
            

            
             In the aftermath of the disastrous presidential election in 2010, Mel Eg joined forces
               with the Congrès National pour la Résistance et la Démocratie (CNRD), led by Bernard Binlin Dadié, and the Ligue des Mouvements pour le Progrès (LMP), both committed to the release
               of Laurent Gbagbo and all the other leaders of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). However, he had a change of heart in July 2013 and severed links with both
               organizations because, according to him, of their fundamentally different visions
               of democracy and what Côte d’Ivoire needs. Mel Eg has been decorated as Commandeur
               de l’Ordre National de Côte d’Ivoire and Officier du Mérite Culturel Ivoirien.
            

            
         

         
         	MEMEL-FOTÊ, HARRIS (1930–2008)

         
         	
            Renowned Ivoirian anthropologist, research scholar, and university professor. Harris
               Memel-Fotê was born in Mopoyem (Dabou). He was educated at the Université Aix-Marseille where he received his bachelor’s
               degree in 1956 and master’s of philosophy in 1957, and at the Sorbonne where he received
               his doctorate in sociology in 1970. He received his doctor of letters degree in 1988
               in Paris. He began his teaching career at the secondary school level. He was a philosophy
               teacher at the Lycée Donka in Conakry (1959); Lycée de Cocody, Abidjan (1960–62); and the École Normale Supérieure d’Abidjan (1962–65). He had gone to Guinea when that country said “no” to France in the September 1958 referendum. For his own singular act of defiance in support
               of Guinea, he was arrested on 30 April 1959.
            

            
             Harris Memel-Fotê started teaching at the tertiary level at the University of Abidjan, starting from the rank of lecturer in anthropology (1965–71) and rising
               to assistant professor (1971–89), then associate professor (1989–90), and finally
               full professor in 1990. He is best known for his doctoral dissertation on L’esclavage dans la société lignagère de la forêt ivoirienne, XVIIème XXème siècle, which he turned into a magisterial book of just over a thousand pages. His other
               published works include Le système politique des Lodjoukrou: une société lignagère à classes d’âge (Côte d’Ivoire); “Des ancêtres fondateurs aux Pères de la nation. Introduction à une anthropologie
               de la démocratie”; “Culture et religion en Afrique nubienne 1500–1800: Contribution
               à l’histoire du développement scientifique et culturel de l’humanité”; “La fête de
               l’homme riche dans le Golfe de Guinée du XVIIe au XIXe siècle”; and “La traite des
               Négresses au XVIIe siècle. Contribution à l’Encyclopédie politique et histoire des
               femmes.” His contributions to seminars and colloquia were extensive.
            

            
             Harris Memel-Fotê was a founding member of the Institut d’Ethnologie d’Abidjan and
               former director of studies associated with the École des Hautes Études en Sciences
               Sociales de Paris. He was appointed to the international chair at the Collège de France
               in 1995–96; he was a member of the Executive Committee of the Académie Universelle
               de Cultures du Monde from 1992. He was a member and first president of the Académie
               des Sciences, des Arts, des Cultures d’Afrique et des Diasporas Africaines (2004–8).
               He was also considered the mentor of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). Harris Memel-Fotê
               was decorated as Commandeur de l’Ordre du Mérite de l’Education Nationale and Officier
               de l’Order du Mérite Culturel. He died on 11 May 2008 at age 78.
            

            
         

         
         	METHODISM

         
         	
            Established in Côte d’Ivoire in 1924 by two British Methodist missionaries who discovered
               the Harrist following; having traced William Wade Harris back to Liberia in 1927, they claimed he asked his followers to join the Methodist Church. A majority
               of the Harrists (about 50,000 at the time) did. By World War II, Methodists constituted
               about 4 to 5 percent of the population of southern Côte d’Ivoire. The Protestant Methodist Church of Côte d’Ivoire has continued
               to grow by leaps and bounds. In 1985, it separated from the Church in England and
               became autonomous. In 2003, it integrated with the United Methodist Church while retaining
               its autonomy, and the name was then changed to Eglise Méthodiste Unie de Côte d’Ivoire
               (EMUCI). Led by Bishop Benjamin Boni, EMUCI consists of 900 churches and 100 preaching
               venues, with about 700,000 members, roughly a third or more of Ivoirian Christians.
               The church serves a wider community of more than 1 million, and its membership has
               been growing by 7 to 8 percent annually. Roughly 60 percent of the church’s members
               are 35 years or younger. Women constitute a majority of church membership although only a small fraction of the
               109 pastors are female.
            

            
             According to the World Council of Churches, EMUCI opened a higher institute of theology
               in Abidjan in 2002 for training pastors, and a Christian Training Center in Dabou. It runs 46 primary and 6 secondary schools, a hostel for girls, an engineering college,
               a hospital, youth centers, an agricultural center, and a guesthouse for students. It also runs a number of social programs,
               including a school for nurses, a center for the detoxification of drug addicts and
               reintegration of alcoholics, training centers for the physically disabled, care for
               refugees and migrant workers, and agricultural cooperatives for young unemployed people
               in the rural areas. Like the Catholic Church, EMUCI operates an FM radio station, “La Voix de l’Espérance,” which covers
               about 110 kilometers from its base in Cocody. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	MILLET

         
         	
            A traditional cereal food crop of the savanna region of Côte d’Ivoire. It is very
               well suited to the poor soil and low rainfall of the savanna. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	MINIANKA

         
         	
            The Minianka primarily inhabit northeastern Côte d’Ivoire and southern Mali. They live among, and are closely associated with, the Senufo. Indeed, they speak Senufo, a Niger-Congo language. About 400,000 people are self-identified as Minianka.
            

            
         

         
         	MINING

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire is endowed with a variety of natural resources including diamonds, petroleum,
               copper, manganese, gold, iron ore, nickel cobalt, natural gas, titanium, and silica sand. However, mining
               does not play a significant role in the economy. The sub-soil contains many other minerals, but none in commercially exploitable
               amounts, given the high cost of extraction. Mining only contributed 1 percent of the
               gross domestic product in 1986.
            

            
             In the pre-colonial era, gold was extracted from small shafts dug into the earth
               or from river and stream beds and traded at the coast or across the Sahara Desert.
               Then in the colonial era, efforts were made to exploit gold deposits at Kokoumbo in
               the center of the country and at small mines in the southeast, but these proved unprofitable.
               In 1984, the state-owned SODEMI and a French mining company formed the Société Minière
               d’Ity (SMI) to exploit a deposit discovered 30 years earlier at Ity near Danané.
            

            
             The government shut the Angovia gold mine in 2013 following clashes between villagers
               and gold washers that left at least 3 people dead and 10 others injured. The defense
               minister Paul Koffi Koffi ordered gold mining to cease in all 33 villages around Angovia.
               He reminded the local population that for anyone to mine gold, they needed a permit
               or a license from the government. He also said it was illegal for the villagers to
               charge the gold washers a 200 F CFA passage fee. He asked the villagers to stop the
               practice.
            

            
             Violence broke out on 10 July 2013 following the killing of a gold washer by villagers
               after he failed to pay the passage fee to access the site where the search for gold
               was taking place in the village of Angovia. The majority of gold washers are from
               northern Côte d’Ivoire. Northerners attacked the residents of Baule villages to avenge the killing of the young gold washer. The government deployed
               security personnel to the area; a mission from ONUCI also visited Angovia.
            

            
         

         
         	MITTERRAND, FRANÇOIS (1916–1996)

         
         	
            French colonial minister in 1950–51 and later president of France (1981–95). As colonial
               minister, François Mitterrand worked closely with Félix Houphouët-Boigny and influenced his decision to sever the ties between the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA) and the Parti Communist Français (PCF). In return, France anointed Houphouët-Boigny as spokesperson for Africans in Côte d’Ivoire. The sudden
               change in policy by the Ivoirian independence movement came to be called the repli tactique or “tactical withdrawal.”
            

            
         

         
         	MOCKEY, JEAN-BAPTISTE (1915–1981)

         
         	
            An early stalwart of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Jean-Baptiste Mockey studied pharmacy in Dakar and then held several hospital
               appointments there. He was an early member of the Groupe d’Études Communistes (1947) and a co-founder of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1946.
               He became administrative secretary of the party and was elected to the Territorial
               Assembly in 1947. The French colonial government imprisoned him in 1949 for two years
               for his political activities. He later became Côte d’Ivoire’s first interior minister
               under the loi-cadre in 1957.
            

            
             Jean-Baptiste Mockey defeated Auguste Denise for the post of secretary general at the party congress held 19–21 March 1959, a
               move apparently orchestrated by Félix Houphouët-Boigny. Mockey did not occupy the post for long before he was accused of plotting against
               Houphouët-Boigny in the infamous “complot du chat noir” (black cat plot) on 2 November 1959 and stripped of all his posts. He was soon back
               in the good graces of Houphouët-Boigny and asked to preside over the trial of Amadou Koné, then secretary general of the youth wing of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain-Côte d’Ivoire (RDA-CI), and all the members of the Executive Bureau of the movement in January
               1963. He was later the first Ivoirian ambassador to Israel and then held the position
               of minister of agriculture.
            

            
             Mockey was again implicated in an alleged plot against Houphouët-Boigny, was arrested
               on 28 August 1963, and was sentenced to death along with 18 of the 91 co-defendants
               in a trial that took place in the private confines of the president in Yamoussoukro. Although released in 1967, he was consigned to the political wilderness until 1976.
               In that year, he was named minister of public health and population, renamed public
               health, population, and social affairs in 1977, and minister of state for public health
               and population in 1978. He thus seemed well on the road back to full rehabilitation
               and renewed influence when he died tragically in an automobile accident on the Grand Bassam–Abidjan road on his way to a meeting with the president on 29 January 1981.
            

            
         

         
         	MOMBOYE, GEORGES

         
         	
            Highly acclaimed Ivoirian dancer and choreographer. Georges Momboye was born in Kouibly;
               he currently lives and works in Paris. He was introduced to dance at a very early
               age, and already at the age of 13, he was giving African dance lessons in Abidjan while he studied classical dance, jazz, and modern jazz. In 1992, he founded and
               has been directing his own ballet company, the Georges Momboye Dance Company, in Paris.
               The company consisted of 10 dancers and four percussionists drawn from the great African
               national ballets and contemporary dance companies (in Côte d’Ivoire, Cameroon, Guinea,
               Senegal, and Cuba). The company had a very successful tour of metropolitan France
               and French Guiana, Switzerland, Morocco, and Venezuela. In 1994, the company participated
               in the biennale dance of Lyon. In 1998, Georges Momboye created the first dance center
               showcasing multi-cultural Africa and world cultures. For the opening celebration of
               Côte d’Ivoire’s 50th independence anniversary in 2010, he choreographed 3,000 participants.
               His style is said to draw from some of the greats in the field, such as Alvin Ailey,
               Brigitte Matenzi, Rick Odums, and Gisèle Houri, and fuses African traditional dance
               with European ballet. He divides his time between Abidjan and Paris. He is the director
               of the Ivoirian national ballet company, which he confesses exists only in name. His
               job and challenge is to mold it into something real, something substantial.
            

            
         

         
         	MONA (MWANU)

         
         	
            A small ethnic group, probably numbering no more than 20,000, located in west-central Côte d’Ivoire (near
               Mankono); they are related to the Gagu and Guro.
            

            
         

         
         	MONDON, GASTON-CHARLES-JULIEN

         
         	
            Governor of Côte d’Ivoire. Mondon was named to the post by the Front Populaire government
               and attempted a series of reforms, notably in forced labor and the minimum wage. Even in the face of stiff opposition from the European settler
               population, he sided with the African planters. He served from 24 October 1936 to
               16 July 1938, although his tenure did not officially end until 5 March 1940. He had
               previously served as lieutenant governor of Côte d’Ivoire from 1936 to 1937. In 1940,
               Horace-Valentin Crocicchia replaced him in the governorship.
            

            
         

         
         	MONROVIA GROUP

         
         	
            Name given to the grouping of African states that emerged from a conference held in
               Monrovia, Liberia, from 8 to 12 May 1961. It included the “moderate” francophone states
               (the Brazzaville Group), including Senegal and Côte d’Ivoire, Cameroon, Togo, Gabon,
               and Tunisia, as well as Ethiopia, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia, and Sudan.
               The francophone members of the Brazzaville Group sought to preserve their vertical
               links with France. The meeting itself was in reaction to the formation of the more radical Casablanca
               grouping of states including Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Morocco, and the United Arab Republic.
            

            
             The Casablanca group was committed to the kind of pan-Africanism that would resist
               European neo-colonialism in Africa, continue to oppose France in the Algerian War,
               and focus on creating a genuine continental union, the United States of Africa. Meanwhile,
               Ghana and Guinea were thought to be supporting leftist and secessionist groups in
               Senegal and Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             By contrast, the Monrovia group preferred a gradualist or incremental approach to
               African unity and an accommodationist stance vis-à-vis the West. Thus, the resolutions
               from Monrovia stressed non-interference by outside parties in the internal affairs
               of each state and condemnation of “subversive action” by any neighboring state. These
               positions reflected the interests and important contribution of Côte d’Ivoire and
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny. The positions of the three groups had to be reconciled and compromises found to
               make it possible for the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to be born in May 1963.
            

            
         

         
         	MONTEIL, PARFAIT-LOUIS (1855–1925)

         
         	
            French colonial military officer and explorer; he made an epic journey into West Africa
               between 1890 and 1892. He was commander of the first French military expedition into
               Baule territory in 1893–95. He was to defend Kong against Samory’s advance but was prevented from reaching the city by hostile Baule and the forward
               units of Samory’s army. He was ordered to withdraw by a Colonial Ministry reluctant
               to support a large campaign and suffered humiliating harassment at the hands of the
               Baule as he returned south.
            

            
         

         
         	MORONOU

         
         	
            The westernmost of the principal traditional kingdoms of the Anyi people, now administratively the prefecture of Bongouanou and encompassing the present
               sub-prefectures of Arrah, Bongouanou, and M’Batto.
            

            
         

         
         	MOTORAGRI

         
         	
            The Société pour la Motorisation de l’Agriculture en Côte d’Ivoire, or Motoragri,
               was a state-owned development corporation or parastatal that was set up in 1966 to
               promote mechanized agriculture in Côte d’Ivoire. It was charged with providing farmers access to motorized inputs
               such as equipment for clearing large tracts of land, tilling the soil, uprooting tree
               stumps, or harvesting crops such as rice. The goal was to promote overall agricultural
               intensification. It was dissolved on 28 November 2002. Nearly two years later, workers
               of Motoragri were still waiting for their severance packages. They staged a sit-in
               on 13 September 2004 and called it off on 23 September based on government promises
               to effect payments soon. They were back on 3 November 2004 with an indefinite sit-in.
            

            
         

         
         	MOUSSA, DOUMBIA

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	MOUVEMENT DES ELEVES ET ETUDIANTS DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (MEECI)

         
         	
            The successor student organization to the Union Nationale des Etudiants et Elèves
               de Côte d’Ivoire (UNEECI). The MEECI was founded in 1969 at the behest of President
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny and the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and remained a student wing under the control of the latter until it was dissolved
               in 1990. The founding congress was held in the PDCI office in Abidjan from 3 to 5 April 1969. Antoine Brou Tanoh, who would later become minister of environment,
               was elected the first president of the Executive Committee; Alphonse Djédjé Mady was elected president of the standing council.
            

            
             Students protested this and other actions that spring, leading to mass arrests and
               internment at a military camp before the unrest was quelled. From then until the 1990s,
               the MEECI was the only officially recognized student organization. Since 1990, dissident
               unionist activities have been organized under other banners, such as the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) and its counterweight, the Association Générale des Etudiants et Elèves de
               Côte d’Ivoire (AGEECI).
            

            
         

         
         	MOUVEMENT PATRIOTIQUE DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (MPCI)

         
         	
            It became the political wing of the rebels, with Forces Nouvelles (FN) as the military wing. It was led by Guillaume Kigbafori Soro and included Louis Dacoury-Tabley, both of whom once belonged to the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI). It emerged in October 2002 in the aftermath of the armed insurrection against
               Laurent Gbagbo on 19 September 2002. It was based in part on opposition to the politics of identity
               known as ivoirité that was started by President Henri Konan Bédié and embraced by all his successors. It reportedly had as many as 10,000 armed men,
               including the 750 soldiers from the national army that mutinied. For nearly a decade,
               it controlled almost half of the territory of Côte d’Ivoire. In 2003, this group changed
               its name to the Forces Nouvelles. Its main support base continues to be in the region
               of Bouaké.
            

            
         

         
         	MOUVEMENT POPULAIRE IVOIRIEN DU GRAND-OUEST (MPIGO)

         
         	
            The larger of the two rebel groups to emerge in the west of Côte d’Ivoire in 2002.
               It was founded by Sergeant Félix Doh who was killed in an ambush in April 2003. It
               recruited primarily from the ethnic Yakuba located on both sides of the Ivoiro-Liberian border. It numbered about 6,000 armed
               combatants and signed a cease-fire on 8 January 2003. It joined forces with the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire (MPCI) in 2004 to form the Forces Nouvelles de Côte d’Ivoire (FNCI).
            

            
         

         
         	MOUVEMENT POUR LA JUSTICE ET LA PAIX (MJP)

         
         	
            The smaller of the two rebel groups that emerged in the west of Côte d’Ivoire in 2002.
               It numbered around 250 combatants that were drawn primarily from the Yakuba ethnic group. They claimed that they took up arms against Gbagbo to avenge the assassination
               of General Robert Guéï, their ethnic compatriot. Based around Man and directed by commander Gaspard Déli, they were poorly trained and poorly armed;
               they were better known for looting and extortion than for fighting. The Yakuba have
               close cultural ties to the Gio in Liberia.
            

            
         

         
         	MOUVEMENT SOCIALISTE AFRICAIN (MSA)

         
         	
            A political movement formed in the period of political activity after World War II.
               The MSA was especially strong in the west, particularly among the Bété. In the Territorial Assembly elections of 1957, the MSA was the chief opponent (and
               last organized opposition to) the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI).
            

            
         

         
         	MUSIC

         
         	
            The different ethnic groups of Côte d’Ivoire have their own distinct musical styles
               or genres. However, they share common elements such as the talking drums; these are
               an especially significant cultural marker and prevalent among the Nzima and Akan generally. Polyrhythms are another musical characteristic that is found throughout
               Côte d’Ivoire and are especially common in the southwest. The most popular musical
               genres from Côte d’Ivoire include zouglou, coupé-decalé, zoblazo, and reggae. The Ivoirian artists who have enjoyed tremendous musical success both
               at home and internationally include Alpha Blondy, Magic System, Meiway, Tiken Jah Fakoly, and Serge Kassi.
            

            
         

         
         	MUTUALITE BÉTÉ

         
         	
            An ethnic movement formed in the 1930s to represent the interests of the southwest
               region and the Bété people who felt a special discrimination in the colonial system.
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         	NAFANA

         
         	
            Kingdom established by the Diarassouba (Dyarasuba) clan around 1720 at Odienné, in what is now northwest Côte d’Ivoire. The Diarassouba were defeated by Vakaba Touré in about 1845 and forced to relocate to the southeast. The Touré rulers continued
               to war with the Diarassouba through the 19th century until, in 1892 at the battle
               of Kungbéni, the Nafana kingdom was again defeated.
            

            
         

         
         	NAIRAY, GUY

         
         	
            A native of the French Antilles (Guadeloupe), Nairay graduated from the École Coloniale
               and the École des Langues Orientales. He spent his entire career in Côte d’Ivoire,
               serving as the principal private secretary of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny from 1960 to 1993. He was “on loan” from the French government. According to Marcel Amondji, Nairay and Alain Belkiri, another French transplant, had a tremendous influence on Houphouët-Boigny’s decision
               making. The Grand Prix Guy Nairay, a major competition for young Ivoirian amateur
               artists between 18 and 40 years of age, including sculptors, painters, and photographers,
               is named for him. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	NANGEN SORHO

         
         	
            According to Senufo-Tyembara oral tradition, he was the founder of the Tyembara kingdom. Presented in
               oral tradition as sent from God, Nangen was probably a real, not just a mythical,
               person. He distinguished himself as a warrior for Kong, then set out with his followers to establish his kingdom at Korhogo, where he either founded or solidified the Tyembara kingdom. According to tradition,
               he reigned from 1710 to 1750.
            

            
         

         
         	N’DAW, OUMAR

         
         	
            Senior military officer and the first presidential aide-de-camp of Côte d’Ivoire.
               Oumar N’Daw was made a colonel in the National Gendarmerie in 1970 and promoted to
               brigadier general in 1977. He was the commander of the National Gendarmerie from 1974
               to 1984. He was appointed minister of internal security from 1984 to 1985. He was
               among the panel of military judges who were going to try Generals Lansana Palenfo
               and Abdoulaye Coulibaly who were accused of attempting to foment a coup. However, just before the trial got underway in March 2001, Oumar N’Daw inexplicably
               retired from the military with the rank of major general.
            

            
         

         
         	NDENYE (INDENIE)

         
         	
            Pre-colonial Anyi kingdom in eastern Côte d’Ivoire, the wealth of which was built on gold and, later, cocoa. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	N’DIA, GEORGE COFFI (1941–)

         
         	
            Permanent representative of Côte d’Ivoire and of the Organisation Africaine et Malgache
               du Café (OAMCAF) to the International Cocoa and Coffee Organization (ICCO) in London.
               He served in the same capacity, and at the same time, for the cocoa agreement from 1969 to 1976. He then joined Nestlé and became director general of
               Capral in 1978. Coffi N’Dia enjoyed a series of other executive appointments, including
               director general of Novalim in 1983 and president of Capral-Nestlé and vice president
               of Novalim-Nestlé four years later. He returned to Côte d’Ivoire as president of the
               board of directors of Nestlé–Côte d’Ivoire in 1993, and then as first vice president
               of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Côte d’Ivoire (CCI-CI) for eight years.
               In 2000, Coffi N’Dia succeeded Seydou Diarra as president of the CCI-CI. He left the presidency of the CCI-CI in 2002, only to
               be appointed president of the board of the Société Ivoirienne de Banque (SIB) representing
               the Ivoirian state. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	N’DIA KOFFI, BLAISE (1912–1983)

         
         	
            An ethnic Baule born in Pakouabo in the sub-prefecture of Bouaflé, N’Dia Koffi studied medicine in
               Dakar and served as director of the Treichville hospital and the Nurses’ School of Côte d’Ivoire from 1957 to 1959. He held other
               medical positions in Côte d’Ivoire and Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso) before entering the government. He was elected to the Assemblée Nationale in 1959 and, for a decade (1960–70), was a member of the Political Bureau of the
               Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI).
            

            
             N’Dia Koffi served in six successive governments from September 1963 to January 1976,
               first as minister of public health and population from 1963 to 1970, then as minister
               of state from January 1970 to July 1974, and finally as minister of state in charge
               of tourism from July 1974 to March 1976. Koffi N’Dia was a member of the PDCI Central
               Committee from 1980 until his passing in Abidjan in 1983.
            

            
         

         
         	N’DRI-YOMAN, THÉRÈSE AYA (1954–)

         
         	
            Physician and professor of Medicine. Thérèse Aya N’Dri-Yoman was born in Treichville and attended elementary school at Notre Dame des Apôtre in Treichville and Adjamé (1961–66), and then secondary school at the Lycée Sainte Marie in Abidjan (1966–73). At the University of Abidjan, she began as a literature student, but then switched to medicine because, according to her World Health Organization
               (WHO) profile, she “soon realized she wanted to do something to improve the lives
               of the people around her.” She attended medical school from November 1973 to June
               1980 and interned in various hospitals in Abidjan from November 1978 to December 1983,
               specializing in hepato-gastroenterology. She completed her doctoral dissertation in
               medicine in January 1983; along the way, she also completed a master’s degree in biological
               and human sciences at the Université Claude Bernard in Lyon, from September 1987 to
               October 1989. She also served as expatriate resident doctor at hospice centers in
               Lyon during 1988–89.
            

            
             N’Dri-Yoman was promoted to full professor of medicine in November 1992. She served
               as assistant director of medical service at the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire (CHU)
               of Yopougon from 1990 to 1996 and director of hepato-gastroenterology since July 1996. She was
               named dean of the medical school at the University of Abidjan-Cocody in February 1998 and served until February 2004. She was named minister of health
               and HIV/AIDS control in June 2011 and served until November 2012. She also served
               as president of the 65th World Health Assembly that was held from 21 to 26 May 2012.
            

            
             Dr. Thérèse N’Dri-Yoman is as socially and politically engaged as she is professionally
               committed. She was a member of the national executive of the Syndicat National de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (SYNARES) delegated to health and medical insurance from 1990 to 1998; assistant
               national secretary for education and scientific research of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI); and member of the Bureau Politique of the PDCI since June 2003. She was a
               candidate for the position of WHO regional director for Africa. At its 12 June 2014
               cabinet meeting, Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan and the government of Côte d’Ivoire enthusiastically endorsed her candidacy. However,
               during its 64th session of the regional committee meeting in Benin in November 2014,
               the health ministers of the 47 member states of the WHO African Region voted for Dr.
               Matshidiso Rebecca Moeti of Botswana instead. This outcome was certainly a disappointment,
               but it does not in any way diminish Dr. N’Dri-Yoman’s numerous accomplishments.
            

            
             Dr. N’Dri-Yoman is a founding member and president of the Société Ivoirienne de Gastro-Entérologie
               et d’Endoscopie Digestive (SIGEED), a member of the Société Française de Gastro-Entélogie
               (SNFGE), a founding member and president of the Association Africaine Francophone
               de Formation Continue en Hépato-Gastro-Entélogie, and president of the non-governmental
               organization (NGO) ACONDA-VS CI dedicated to fighting HIV/AIDS.
            

            
         

         
         	NEYO (NEHO)

         
         	
            A small ethnic group of the Kru cluster living in about 24 villages along the sea around Sassandra. According to the 1975 census, there were about 6,000 self-identified Neyo in the
               country. There were 9,200 in 1993, and they may now number about 13,000. They are
               the original population of that area but now comprise only a small minority of it. The Neyo are closely related
               to the Bakwe through proximity and marital alliances, but they speak a language close to Bété and Godié. They were early commercial intermediaries between European ships and inland peoples
               in the trade of slaves, rubber, and ivory for copper utensils, cloth, marine salt, alcoholic beverages, and weapons and ammunition.
            

            
             The economy of the Neyo is now based on agriculture; they have had to abandon fishing as a result of competition from Ghanaian fishermen.
               According to the Joshua Project, the Neyo are mostly animists. Each family worships
               a particular spirit that protects them and brings good fortune. Each village also
               worships a particular deity, but the Neyo collectively worship a caiman as their overall
               deity, whom they believe protects them from drowning. There are a few Evangelical
               churches around, but they have apparently not had much success in converting the Neyo.
            

            
         

         
         	NGAN (BENG, BEN, GAN, NGEN)

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	NGO, KOUASSI (?–1940)

         
         	
            Maternal uncle of Félix Houphouët-Boigny and chief of the Baule canton of Yamoussoukro who was appointed chief in 1909 by Governor Gabriel Angoulvant in recognition of his assistance to the colonial administration. Kouassi Ngo was
               murdered in 1940, and Félix (Nana) Houphouët-Boigny inherited his position.
            

            
         

         
         	N’GORAN, EMMANUEL NIAMIEN (1949–)

         
         	
            A graduate of the École Supérieur de Commerce et d’Administration in Marseille, this
               technocrat began his professional career with the Banque Centrale des États d’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO) in 1984. In 1989, he joined the Banque Internationale pour l’Afrique Occidentale
               (BIAO), first as director of financial operations and then as chairman and chief executive
               officer the same year. He retained that position until 1993, when he was appointed
               minister of economy and finance in the office of Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan during the presidency of Henri Konan Bédié. His tenure was cut short by the coup of December 1999, and he fled to Ghana for some time. The reforms he instituted as minister are credited for controlling
               inflation and spurring the fairly robust growth the country experienced even in the
               face of the currency devaluation in 1994.
            

            
             Niamien N’Goran is a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and also served as president of the ad hoc committee appointed by former president
               Bédié to reflect on the 12th congress of the PDCI held 3–5 October 2013 at the sports
               stadium in Treichville. Since July 2011, he has been state inspector general, appointed by President Alassane Ouattara. This nephew of ex-president Bédié had been rumored as a potential successor to Prime
               Minister Kablan Duncan and even as presidential candidate for the PDCI in 2015 or
               2020.
            

            
         

         
         	N’GOUAN, PATRICK

         
         	
            Former coordinator of the Convention de la Société Civile Ivoirienne (CSCI), the umbrella
               civil society organization in Côte d’Ivoire. He was embroiled in an ugly leadership
               struggle with Dr. Christophe Kouamé who eventually replaced him in 2014.
            

            
         

         
         	N’GUESSAN DIKÉBIÉ, PASCAL

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	NIABOUA (NYABWA)

         
         	
            A small ethnic group located near the sub-prefecture of Zoukougbeu. Their language is closely related to Guéré, but their social institutions are more like those of the Bété. The 1975 census recorded about 20,000 self-identified Niaboua in the country. Today,
               according to the Joshua Project, there may be 63,000 of them.
            

            
         

         
         	NOTRE DAME DE LA PAIX

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	NOUCHI

         
         	
            The distinctive French spoken by children of the street, distinguishable from popular
               French; the language became an integral part of the zouglou music created by Ivoirian students in the 1980s. According to Yacouba Konaté, when Alpha Blondy sings “Abidjan y a drap / Cotonou y a drap . . . Papier longueur leur est mourouti” in “Multipartisme,”
               he is appropriating Nouchi. In this case, “Papier longueur” signifies students or
               those who have stayed in school or studied for a long time; that is, students are
               outraged or are revolting. Mourouti is a Dyula word for revolt. The national anthem, the “Abidjanaise,” has even been translated
               into Nouchi. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	NZIMA (N’ZIMA, NZEMA)

         
         	
            Also known as Appolonians or Appolo in Côte d’Ivoire, the Nzima are an ethnic group inhabiting the coastal area on the border with Ghana. The Nzima became important traders in the late 19th century as middlemen between
               inland peoples and, especially, English ships. The French colonial administration
               imposed heavy taxes on their trade in 1898 to force them out of competition with French
               merchants and trading companies. In 1877, the leaders of some Nzima villages asked
               to be placed under a French “protectorate” because of military attacks by the king
               of Beyin.
            

            
             Many Nzima merchant families moved from Cape Coast to Assinie and Grand Bassam when Côte d’Ivoire was proclaimed a French colony in 1893. They began selling timber
               logs and establishing commercial houses until they were edged out of these economic
               activities by European merchant houses. Some Nzima were among the first Ivoirians
               to receive a European education and become French subjects. According to the Joshua Project, there are nearly 99,000
               Appolo in Côte d’Ivoire, 95 percent of whom are Christian. An important event on the
               Nzima socio-cultural calendar is the annual abissa or kundum festival, which is celebrated over a one-week period, usually in the last week of
               October. It showcases the music, dance, and spiritual life of the Nzima people. In Côte d’Ivoire, the festival takes place
               in Grand Bassam, the traditional seat of the Nzima stool, currently occupied by His
               Majesty Awoulae Amon Tanoé.
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         	ODIENNÉ

         
         	
            Departmental chef-lieu (administrative center) in the extreme northwest of Côte d’Ivoire, at the intersection
               of roads from Guinea, Mali, and the towns of Korhogo and Man. Malinke people began migrating south from Mali to the Odienné region in the 15th century.
               Odienné is the traditional center of the Maninka Kabadugu kingdom established in 1860 by Vakaba Touré. He is buried in the town. His successor, Va Ahmadou Touré, was an ally of Samory, and they were captured together in 1898. He was released in 1905 and died in Odienné
               in 1912. A French post was established there in 1898.
            

            
             The population was only 2,000 in 1900; thus, the city experienced slow growth under
               colonial rule. The current population is estimated around 28,000. Traditionally, Odienné is a trading center for yams, cassava, cattle, and sheep among Muslim Malinke people, as well as a transit point in the
               trade of kola nuts grown in the forest zone and consumed in the savanna region. It is also the
               site of a rice-processing plant. Although overwhelmingly Muslim with a large mosque, it is also
               one of the dioceses of Roman Catholicism in the country. For nearly three years from April 2011 to December 2014, it hosted
               a very famous visitor: Simone Ehivet Gbagbo, the former First Lady, was kept under house arrest there. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	ODIENNE IDEAL

         
         	
            An association formed in 1945 without a large membership, well-elaborated organization,
               or precise objectives, but providing experience to future political leaders of northern
               Côte d’Ivoire. The members were from the three northern cercles of Odienné, Korhogo, and Séguéla. When the group disbanded in 1947, some members joined the Independent Party, while
               others, including President Yoro Sangaret, joined the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI).
            

            
         

         
         	OFFICE DE LA RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE ET TECHNIQUE OUTRE-MER (ORSTOM)

         
         	OFFICE DE LA RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE . . . (ORSTOM)

         
         	
            Renamed the Institut Français de Recherche Scientifique pour le Développement en Coopération
               (IFRSDC) in 1984, and the Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD) on 5 November
               1998, this organization is better known under its long-standing acronym, ORSTOM. It
               has its origins in the Office de la Recherche Scientifique Coloniale (ORSC), which
               transformed into ORSTOM in 1944 and was charged with the “promotion and execution
               of scientific and technological research likely to contribute to the cultural, social,
               and economic progress of less-developed countries.”
            

            
             ORSTOM has 1,500 researchers and technicians across Africa and the Indian Ocean,
               Asia, and Latin America. It has four research centers in Côte d’Ivoire alone: Adiopodoumé
               (for research in agronomy), the Center for Oceanographic Research (CRO), the Center
               for Human Sciences in Petit-Bassam, and the Center at Bouaké. Its work in agronomy focuses on the study of the natural environment, the application
               of technology, and the protection of crops and cropland. Its human sciences staff
               has been responsible for a large proportion of the anthropological and sociological
               research conducted on Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	OFFICE DE PROMOTION DE L’ENTREPRISE IVOIRIENNE (OPEI)

         
         	
            An organization created in 1968 and placed under the Ministry of Plan. It was intended
               to provide assistance to small and medium-size Ivoirian firms by facilitating their
               access to markets, helping them to import needed materials, and assisting them to
               compete successfully with foreign firms in bidding for government contracts or to
               respond to calls for tenders from state agencies. Before it was dissolved in 1982,
               OPEI had helped to launch 300 enterprises. In the 1980s, its role was taken over by
               the Centre d’Assistance et de Promotion de l’Entreprise Nationale (CAPEN).
            

            
         

         
         	OFFOMOU, LEONARD YAPO (1923–2006)

         
         	
            Schoolmaster and politician. He was the principal of the Collège Moderne d’Agboville. He also founded several schools that were open to Ivoirian students from all ethnic groups and all walks of life as well as to students from West and Central Africa. In 1975,
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny made him a deputy of the Assemblée Nationale; then he was elected the first mayor of Agboville during the 1980 elections. He was
               a member of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Léonard Yapo Offomou was an accomplished scoutmaster who served as president
               for the African region of the world Scout movement. He also served as vice president
               of the World Scout movement in 2003. He died in Paris on 5 December 2006. He was 83
               years old.
            

            
         

         
         	OIL PALM

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ORGANISATION COMMUNE AFRICAINE ET MAURICIENNE (OCAM)

         
         	
            International organization of francophone states, founded in Nouakchott, Mauritania,
               in 1965, with its secretariat in Yaoundé, Cameroon. OCAM was originally titled the
               Organisation Commune Africaine et Malgache and was the successor organization to the
               Union Africaine et Malgache formed in 1961. The charter provided for three institutions:
               the Conference of Heads of State and Government, the Council of Ministers, and the
               Secretariat. Plenary power was assigned to the Conference, which formerly met once
               a year. OCAM functioned as a primary means for the coordination of policy between
               France and its former colonies in Africa, with Félix Houphouët-Boigny playing a leading role (although he long remained isolated on his advocacy of “dialogue” with South Africa). The member states are Benin, the Central African Republic, Côte
               d’Ivoire, Gabon, Mauritius, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Togo, and Burkina Faso. OCAM has been inactive in recent years.
            

            
         

         
         	ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	ORUMBO-BOKA

         
         	
            Butte 527 meters high near Toumodi. It was traditionally held sacred by the Baule. Well-preserved prehistoric tools have been found at its base.
            

            
         

         
         	ORY, FELIX (?–2014)

         
         	
            Brigadier general who succeeded Major General Bertin Zézé Barouan as chief of staff
               of the armed forces (FANCI) until his removal in 1990, presumably a victim of the mutiny by recruits
               that year. He was then named ambassador to Egypt. He passed away in Abidjan on 8 January 2014.
            

            
         

         
         	OUAGADOUGOU POLITICAL AGREEMENT (OPA)

         
         	
            Peace agreement signed between President Laurent Gbagbo and the Forces Nouvelles rebels led by Guillaume Soro in Ouagadougou, the Burkinabè capital, on 4 March 2007. It was brokered by President
               Blaise Compaoré of Burkina Faso. The agreement provided a detailed road map and timetable for the resolution of the
               political impasse. It called for a joint armed forces command, the Centre de Commandement
               Integré (CCI), to be set up within two weeks, made up of an equal number of troops
               from both sides, and a power-sharing government to be formed by mid-April. They also
               agreed to undertake a three-month nationwide identification program in order to compile
               a new, definitive electoral roster to replace the one compiled in 2000 during the
               previous election. The other critical component was the disarmament, demobilization,
               and reintegration (DDR) program that was expected to commence two weeks following
               the inauguration of the new government.
            

            
             In mid-March President Gbagbo formally announced the creation of the CCI, followed
               by his appointment of Guillaume Soro as prime minister on 29 March 2007. Soro formed
               his 33-member government, including six new appointees, on 7 April. On 16 April, the
               buffer zone was officially dismantled. This first phase of the process went smoothly.
               However, the signatories got stuck on the reconciliation and disarmament process.
               As a result, in August 2007, it was announced that the elections that had been planned
               for January 2008 would now be held later that year. The process of issuing identification
               papers to Ivoirians without official documents was finally formally launched in September
               2007.
            

            
             This was designed to give all Ivoirians the right to register for the elections.
               Under the auspices of the independent Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI) in
               November 2007, the political parties adopted a new electoral code designed to ensure
               free and fair elections. At the end of November 2007, the government also presented
               a draft agreement aimed at speeding up the reconciliation process and paving the way
               for elections in mid-2008. However, so deep was the mistrust that both sides, but
               especially the rebels, were reluctant to surrender more than a few token weapons.
               The lack of progress on disarmament became a major impediment to peace. President
               Gbagbo even abandoned talks with the FN. He later agreed to the holding of elections
               in June 2008. However, everything hinged on the disarmament process, which finally
               began in December 2007. The expectation was that some 5,000 government soldiers and
               33,000 rebels would assemble at disarmament sites and barracks by the end of March
               2008. A fourth supplemental agreement called for disarmament to be completed two months
               prior to the presidential election and the restoration of authority of the Ivoirian
               state in the north by February 2009. The Cadre Permanent de Concertation (CPC) conceded
               yet another postponement of the presidential election.
            

            
             The agreement came close to unraveling in February 2010 when President Gbagbo suspended
               indefinitely the voter registration exercise following two weeks of unrest. He also
               dissolved the government and the CEI on 12 February, accusing President Robert Beugré Mambé of fraudulently adding 49,000 names to the register to improve the prospects of an
               opposition victory at the polls. The opposition’s immediate reaction was to withdraw
               its recognition of Gbagbo as president. Then came a series of rolling, often violent
               protest demonstrations in major cities across the country. The OPA teetered on the
               brink. It took the intervention of President Blaise Compaoré on 22 February to save
               the peace process. Guillaume Soro formed a new government on 23 February 2010. Three
               days later, the CEI was also reinstated but with a new head. Youssouf Bakayoko replaced
               Beugré Mambé. The CEI published a provisional list of voters for scrutiny by the political
               parties on 15 July 2010. A final voter register acceptable to all the parties was
               published on 6 September. A presidential decree on 9 September validated the register,
               removing the final political hurdle standing in the way of the presidential election.
               The first round of the presidential election, a contest between 14 candidates, was
               held on 31 October, and a runoff between President Gbagbo and Alassane Ouattara was held on 28 November. Unfortunately, President Gbagbo refused to hand over power
               to the internationally acclaimed winner, Alassane Ouattara, provoking another civil
               war that ended only with his arrest on 11 April 2011.
            

            
         

         
         	OUASSÉNAN KONÉ, GASTON (1939–)

         
         	
            Military officer, politician, and writer, he was born on 24 April 1939 in Katiola, northern Côte d’Ivoire. He attended a private Catholic school and even considered becoming a priest. However, instead of the seminary, he
               opted for the Lycée Classique et Moderne de Bouaké. Afterward, he joined the army and dabbled in politics as a member of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). He rose to become commander of the National Gendarmerie (1964–74). He commanded
               the force that was dispatched to quell the rebellion led by Kragbé Ngagbé in Gagnoa in 1970. The rebellion was forcefully suppressed. According to media accounts, the
               state response was disproportionate, even amounting to a massacre of some 4,000 Bété residents. He has maintained his silence all these years; however, in a recent interview,
               Ouassénan Koné insisted that he was a military officer who was merely carrying out
               the orders of his political commander, President Félix Houphouët-Boigny. He also did not deviate from the narrative that only 79 people were killed by the
               military.
            

            
             Ouassénan Koné joined the government as part of a move by Houphouët-Boigny to create
               a stake for military officers in the political system and diminish the temptation
               or ambition for a coup on their part. He served as secretary of state at the Ministry of the Interior, then
               as minister of internal security from 1976 to 1983, then was appointed ambassador
               to Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay for seven years. As head of the National Gendarmerie
               and in his ministerial position, he dealt harshly with student demonstrators.
            

            
             He was elected deputy of Katiola in 2000 and was reelected in 2011. He has presided
               over the PDCI parliamentary caucus since 2001; since 2003, he has served as head of
               the council of all PDCI elected officials, including deputies, mayors, presidents
               of general councils, and district governors. He has also demonstrated literary prowess
               by writing several novels, including L’Homme qui vécut trois vies (The man who lived three lives), Aller retour (Roundtrip), L’Empire du gouffre (The empire of the abyss), and Pauvre petite orpheline (Poor little orphan). He is a member of the Association des Ecrivains de Côte d’Ivoire
               (AECI).
            

            
         

         
         	OUATTARA, ALASSANE DRAMANE (1942–)

         
         	
            Economist. A technocrat, Alassane Dramane Ouattara was formerly deputy managing director
               of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), governor of the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO) from 1988 to 1998, prime minister (1990–93), and current president of Côte
               d’Ivoire. Born in Dimbokro, he received his early childhood education in Côte d’Ivoire but attended secondary
               school in Burkina Faso. He then attended the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, on a United States
               Fulbright scholarship. He graduated with an undergraduate degree in mathematics in
               1967 and a doctorate in economics in 1972.
            

            
             Alassane Dramane Ouattara, or ADO as he is popularly known, began his professional
               career at the IMF in Washington in April 1968. He was head of mission at the BCEAO
               headquarters in Paris from August 1973 to February 1975, and special adviser to the
               governor and the director of research studies at the BCEAO in Paris, then in Dakar.
               From January 1983 to October 1984, he served as deputy governor of the BCEAO. He was
               back in Washington as director of the Africa desk at the IMF from November 1984 to
               October 1988. He was also special adviser to the general manager of the IMF from 1987
               to 1988. From October 1988 to December 1993, he served as governor of the BCEAO in
               Dakar.
            

            
             His mandate had not ended when President Félix Houphouët-Boigny pressed him into service as chair of an inter-ministerial committee to formulate
               a national strategy of economic reform in November 1990. He presided over tough austerity
               measures, including the withdrawal of many perks to which the Ivoirian political class
               in particular, and elites in general, had grown accustomed. Furthermore, in the absence
               of Houphouët-Boigny, he felt he had to deal harshly with Laurent Gbagbo and other opposition leaders who had participated in violent anti-government demonstrations.
               He felt that the tough reform agenda he was pursuing needed maximum social peace to
               succeed. Together, these measures did not endear him to the Ivoirian political class
               in general. However, he had the support of some who had worked closely with him or
               had come to know him. At Houphouët-Boigny’s death, some of these allies urged him
               to proclaim a “government of national unity” until elections could be held. However,
               Henri Konan Bédié’s quick thinking and very public claim of power, and support from the international
               community (especially France) for a seamless transition, derailed an effective bid
               by Ouattara. He resigned the office of prime minister on 9 December 1993 and returned
               to the IMF in May 1994 after a short break.
            

            
             Ex–prime minister Alassane Ouattara was perceived as posing even more of a threat
               to the untested President Konan Bédié when he was linked with a breakaway party, the
               Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), founded by Djéni Kobina and other disaffected members of the PDCI in June 1994. Indeed, he was nominated
               by the RDR but was disqualified by the Constitutional Council on the grounds that
               he did not offer proof that both of his parents were Ivoirian. The prospect of Ouattara’s
               reentry into Ivoirian politics seemed brighter with the overthrow of President Bédié
               in a military coup on 24 December 1999. There was even speculation that he had sponsored the coup; however,
               General Robert Guéï nipped whatever ambitions Alassane Ouattara might have had in the bud by getting
               the political parties, including the RDR itself, to endorse even more restrictive
               eligibility requirements for the presidency, subsequently approved in a national referendum.
            

            
             Following the flawed 2000 presidential elections that brought Gbagbo to power, Ouattara’s
               RDR supporters and some in the international community called for new, more inclusive
               elections. President Gbagbo refused, triggering violent clashes between the two opposing
               camps. Ouattara returned to Abidjan in late 2001 to participate in the Reconciliation Forum. He also attended the summit
               of the “big four” (Bédié, Gbagbo, Guéï, and Ouattara) designed to promote a peaceful
               solution to the ethnic and political conflict that had tarnished the image of the
               country and undermined prospects for economic recovery.
            

            
             Pursuant to the positive developments above, Ouattara’s nationality was reinstated
               at the end of June 2002, and a government of national unity was unveiled on the eve
               of independence anniversary celebrations on 6 August 2002. Just when the country seemed
               on the road to national reconciliation, a group of soldiers staged a mutiny that quickly
               turned into an unsuccessful coup on 19 September 2002. And with that, Ouattara once again became a pariah. His Abidjan
               residence was attacked and ransacked by government supporters who were convinced that
               he was the instigator. He took refuge in the French embassy until he went into exile
               in Gabon, from where he assumed a more active role in directing the RDR. In January
               2003, he attended peace talks in Linas-Marcoussis. Some in Gbagbo’s camp, especially
               the Jeunes Patriotes, perceived the convergence in the demands and views of Ouattara’s RDR and those of
               the rebel movements known as Forces Nouvelles (FN) as concrete proof that Ouattara, the foreigner, was conspiring with foreign enemies
               to destroy Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Nonetheless, Laurent Gbagbo affirmed on 6 August 2007 that Alassane Ouattara would
               be allowed to contest the next presidential election. And the RDR reelected him president
               for another five years; the party also designated him its presidential candidate at
               its second ordinary congress on 1–3 February 2008. The RDR also teamed up with Konan
               Bédié’s PDCI and two smaller parties to form an electoral alliance, the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP). In the 2010 presidential election, Ouattara came in second with 32 percent
               of the votes and had to go into a runoff against Gbagbo who had won the first round
               with 38 percent. With Konan Bédié’s backing, Ouattara won with 54 percent of the votes
               according to the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI). However, Gbagbo disputed
               the results, and the Conseil Constitutionnel (CC) threw out results from seven northern
               constituencies, giving Gbagbo 51 percent and declaring him the winner. Recognized
               by the CEI and the international community, Ouattara set up a parallel competing government
               in the Golf Hotel, which was quarantined by forces loyal to Gbagbo. It took three
               months of fighting for rebel forces beholden to Ouattara to make their way to Abidjan
               and, with the help of the UN and French forces, to capture Gbagbo on 11 April 2011
               and free Ouattara to begin to govern the country.
            

            
             Now that he is president, Ouattara’s major challenges include how to pacify the environment
               and make it more secure, how to grow the economy in order to provide employment for
               graduates and demobilized soldiers who helped bring him to power, how to reconcile
               the society while providing justice to the victims of the civil wars and other crimes, and how to strengthen democratic state institutions. So far, on
               the economic front at least, he is off to a very good start. The economy is humming
               along at an average of a 9 percent growth rate since he took office. His fellow West
               African leaders gave him a vote of confidence when they elected him chairman of the
               Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) for two consecutive years from 17 February 2012 to 28 March 2014.
            

            
         

         
         	OUATTARA, DOMINIQUE CLAUDINE NOUVIAN (1953–)

         
         	
            Entrepreneur, First Lady of Côte d’Ivoire and founding president of the Children of
               Africa Foundation. Born in Constantine, Algeria, on 16 December 1953, Dominique Nouvian
               first came to Côte d’Ivoire in 1975 with her first husband, Jean Folloroux, a professor
               at the Lycée Technique d’Abidjan. A year after her husband died in 1984, she met Alassane Ouattara, then deputy governor of the Banque Centrale des États de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO). They were married on 24 August 1991 in Paris.
            

            
             Dominique Ouattara received her high school diploma in economics from Strasbourg
               Academy in 1972 and pursued further studies in economics and languages from the University
               of Paris X. She graduated in 1975. In 1987, she received a diploma in business administration,
               followed in 1989 by a diploma in real estate administration in Paris. She has built
               a nice little business empire in Africa and Europe beginning with her creation of
               the real estate group Agence Internationale de Commercialisation Immobilière (AICI
               International) in 1979, of which she was the chief executive officer (CEO). AICI International
               has established a presence not only in Yamoussoukro, Bouaké, San Pédro, and Jacqueville, but also in Libreville, Ouagadougou, Paris, and Cannes. She was elected honorary president of the Chambre Syndicale des
               Agents Immobiliers de Côte d’Ivoire (CSDAIM), the real estate agents union, in 1989.
               In 1993, she founded Malesherbes Gestion, a real estate management company with more
               than 200 buildings in Paris.
            

            
             Dominique Ouattara coupled her real estate business interests with the franchising
               business. In 1996, she was appointed president and CEO of the French hair care chain,
               EJD Inc., a company that ran the Jacques Dessange Institute in Washington, D.C. She
               ended up acquiring the Dessange franchises in the United States in 1998 and became
               the CEO of French Beauty Services, a merger of all the franchises of Jacques Dessange:
               beauty salons, beauty institutes, hairdressing schools, and distribution of Jacques
               Dessange products. At the same time, she directed the African activities of France’s
               Radio Nostalgie.
            

            
             Since Alassane Ouattara came to power, she has disengaged from all her business positions
               to devote her full time and energies to being First Lady; she is her husband’s chief
               supporter. She has entrusted the management of business interests to her children,
               thus keeping them in the family but avoiding any conflicts of interest. She has been
               concentrating on her Children of Africa Foundation, a charitable foundation devoted
               to the welfare of children of Côte d’Ivoire and the rest of the continent. In Côte
               d’Ivoire, the foundation has built a center for abandoned children as well as a school
               in Kong, and a hospital is under construction in Bingerville. It has also participated in immunization drives. The foundation is also active in
               Gabon, Madagascar, the Central African Republic, and Burkina Faso. As part of her commitment to the welfare of children, she has been campaigning against
               child labor. On 3 November 2011, President Alassane Ouattara appointed her president of the National
               Oversight Committee of Actions to Fight against Child Trafficking, Exploitation, and
               Child Labor. Her mission is to monitor and evaluate the actions of the government
               in the fight against child exploitation.
            

            
             First Lady Dominique Nouvian Ouattara has received numerous commendations, awards,
               and decorations, including Commander of the Ivoirian National Order, Officer of the
               Order of Merit of Solidarity, Commander of the National Order of the Legion of Honor
               (France), Grand Cordon of the Order of Merit (Lebanon), and the Award of the Cocoa Foundation
               (Washington, D.C.).
            

            
         

         
         	OUATTARA, ISSIAKA (1967–)

         
         	
            Best known as “Wattao,” Lieutenant Colonel Issiaka Ouattara is an Ivoirian soldier
               and controversial rebel commander. He is an ethnic Kulango, born in Bouna. He joined the national army in the 1980s during the presidency of Félix Houphouët-Boigny and had reached the rank of second-class officer in 1988. He belonged to the army’s
               sporting club, the Société Omnisports de l’Armée (SOA). He participated in Japanese
               judo wrestling and became very good at it. It was apparently his judo coach who gave
               him the nickname “Wattao.” He finished second in the African judo championships held
               in Harare, Zimbabwe, in 1992.
            

            
             In the 1990s, Wattao was a supporter of General Robert Guéï. However, on 1 September 2000, he was arrested and apparently tortured. He was released
               on 25 October 2000, but the experience left him unable to pursue the sport he loved.
               He also considered his arrest by General Guéï an absolute betrayal. As a result, he
               joined Ibrahim Coulibaly, alias “IB,” in exile in Burkina Faso. Wattao was among the architects of the 19 September 2002 attempted coup. Following the failed coup, he retreated with his unit, the Anaconda, to Bouaké. He took control of com’zone 5 (Séguéla and the cocoa-rich region of Vavoua) from 2008 to 2011 and, in the process, became fabulously rich,
               perhaps the richest of the rebel commanders.
            

            
             Wattao turned the rebellion into a business, enriching himself by trafficking in
               all kinds of commodities, from cocoa and coffee to diamonds (in violation of UN sanctions) and luxury cars. A United Nations report
               in October 2009 accused Wattao of trafficking an estimated 128,000 tons of cocoa,
               or roughly 10 percent of the national output, principally through the ports of Togo
               and Ghana. The report estimated that Wattao took in almost 640 million F CFA annually. Incidentally,
               he did not hide his newfound wealth. He apparently showed up in a Maserati to meet
               with a French journalist who had come to Côte d’Ivoire to do a televised report on
               crime. No wonder he is also best known as “Bling Bling.”
            

            
             Wattao is one of the commanders who brought President Alassane Ouattara to power. Together with his cousin, Moronou Ouattara, and commander Hervé Pélikan
               Touré, alias “Vetcho,” they led the final assault on Abidjan. As a result, he and his men reigned supreme in Abidjan-south, including Treichville and Port-Bouët, which contain many industries and middle-class neighborhoods; they were accused
               of racketeering and extortion of rich Lebanese traders and business owners as well
               as trafficking at the Port Autonome d’Abidjan (PAA). He also took up residence in Zone 4 of Marcory. Nevertheless, he was rewarded
               for his efforts on behalf of President Alassane Ouattara with a promotion to lieutenant
               colonel; he was also appointed the number two of the Garde Républicaine, with Chérif Ousmane as his boss.
            

            
             Issiaka Ouattara, alias Wattao, seems to have fallen from grace. In July 2014, he
               was relieved of his command of Abidjan-south and his role as chief of operations of
               the Centre de Coordination des Décisions Opérationnelles (CCDO). On 28 August 2014,
               he was sent to Morocco for a 10-month professional training at the Meknès military.
               Jeune Afrique described Issiaka Ouattara’s new status as a “descent into hell” that was “foreseeable,”
               although “nobody knew the timing.” It added that businessmen in Abidjan will not mourn
               his departure.
            

            
         

         
         	OUATTARA, TÉNÉ IBRAHIM

         
         	
            The younger brother of President Alassane Ouattara. Téné Ibrahim Ouattara is popularly known as “Photocopie” because he has such an
               uncanny physical resemblance to the older Ouattara. Initially, President Ouattara
               appointed him director of administration and finance at the presidency. Since then,
               he has been elected to the Assemblée Nationale as the deputy of Kong in 2011 and named minister of presidential affairs on 13 March 2012. Téné Ibrahim
               Ouattara is described as discreet, self-effacing, and competent. He is obviously also
               loyal to his older brother.
            

            
         

         
         	OUATTARA, THOMAS D’AQUIN (?–1990)

         
         	
            Highly regarded chief of staff of the Ivoirian armed forces in the 1960s. Ouattara
               started his military career in the enlisted ranks of the French Army in the mid-1930s.
               After serving in World War II, he participated in the Indochina campaign, during which
               time he rose to the rank of major. He left the French army in 1961 to become chief
               of general staff, was promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1964, and in 1966 became the
               first general of the Ivoirian army with the rank of brigadier general. At the time
               of his death, he was retired from the army and was mayor of Katiola and a member of the Central Committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). On 5 December 1979, Laurent Dona-Fologo, then minister of youth and sports, inaugurated a stadium named for him in Katiola.
            

            
         

         
         	OUATTARA, YAYA (1938–)

         
         	
            He served as minister for social affairs from 1981 to 1989, then of social affairs,
               youth, and sports in 1990. Ouattara was elected to the Assemblée Nationale in 1980 and served as vice president of the Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs.
            

            
         

         
         	OUÉGNIN, GEORGES (1934–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian diplomat and high-ranking government official. Ambassador George Ouégnin
               is of Armenian and Ivoirian descent. A lawyer by training, he was in charge of the
               legal department of Renault in Côte d’Ivoire when the country gained its independence.
               President Félix Houphouët-Boigny wanted to make him ambassador to Nigeria, but Georges Ouégnin preferred to stay at
               home to serve his country. The president then made him the first chief of state protocol
               in Côte d’Ivoire. He served in that capacity from 1960 to 2001 and since 2011—that
               is, throughout the tenure of Félix Houphouët-Boigny, continued under Henri Konan Bédié, General Robert Guéï, and a short period under Laurent Gbagbo. He retired in 2001 and opened a private consultancy firm, GEO7, but has been brought
               back by President Alassane Ouattara.
            

            
             Georges Ouégnin is the longest-serving director of state protocol, not only in Côte
               d’Ivoire but globally. He was married to Jacqueline Biley in 1967, and they have five
               children. Ambassador Georges Ouégnin has been highly decorated not only by Côte d’Ivoire
               and France, but by more than 25 countries worldwide. An avid football enthusiast,
               he is the honorary president of the ASEC Mimosas football club of Abidjan.
            

            
         

         
         	OULOTO, ANNE DÉSIRÉE (1966–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian elementary school teacher and politician. Anne Désirée Ouloto was born in
               Toulepleu. Her father is a retired senior military officer, and her mother was a schoolteacher.
               She attended primary school at Notre Dame in Plateau, then an all-girls secondary school, the Collège Moderne de Jeunes Filles, in Bouaké where her parents were stationed in 1976. She completed secondary school in 1985 and
               was admitted to law school in the University of Abidjan-Cocody. During the prolonged disruption of the 1990 school year at the university, she decided
               to follow in her mother’s footsteps; she opted to teach primary school children until
               1996.
            

            
             Anne Désirée Ouloto had been active even in secondary school. Her girls’ school elected
               her president of the Mouvement des Elèves et Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire (MEECI). She represented her school at the national congress of the MECCI in Youmoussoukro in 1981. She joined the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) when it was founded in 1994, apparently drawn to the party by the charisma
               of the founder, the late Djéni Kobina. In November 2010, she was named the spokesperson for Alassane Ouattara, and she became particularly prominent during the post-election crisis. She was often
               the featured speaker on Télévision Côte d’Ivoire, the rebel TV station run out of
               the Golf Hotel.
            

            
             On 1 June 2010, Anne Désirée Ouloto was named minister of urban renewal under Prime
               Minister Guillaume Soro. She faced a great deal of resistance trying to execute the new urban plan. However,
               she threw herself into her mandate with such zeal that she earned the nickname “Maman
               Bulldozer.” By sheer force of will, she was able to sweep away all opposition while
               decongesting urban roads and sidewalks and cleaning up the filth and eyesores in the
               urban areas of Abidjan, Bouaké, and other major cities. In the end, she won very high
               praise from the public. On 22 November 2012, she became minister of solidarity, family,
               women, and children under Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan.
            

            
         

         
         	OUOBE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	OURETO, SYLVAIN MIAKA (1953–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian academic and politician. Sylvain Miaka Oureto was born in Soubré in the center-west of the country. Following his studies, he joined the faculty of
               law and economics at the University of Abidjan-Cocody as lecturer, then moved up to assistant professor from 1980 to 2000. He was secretary
               general of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) dealing with industry, commerce, employment, and poverty reduction (1993).
               He served successively as chief of staff of the minister of industry and tourism (January–October
               2000), then of the prime minister (October 2000–March 2001). He was elected deputy
               of Buyo in December 2000. At the Assemblée Nationale, he presided over the Committee on Economic and Financial Affairs in 2001 and was
               spokesperson of the FPI (2001–11). He became interim president of the FPI in July
               2011 with the departure of Mamadou Koulibaly until Pascal Affi N’Guessan took over as president. He remains the third vice president of the FPI.
            

            
             Sylvain Miaka Oureto comes from the more moderate or Affi N’Guessan wing of the FPI.
               That faction is battling the refuseniks, those who refuse to accept the presidency
               of Alassane Ouattara and, hence, reject engaging in the political process, especially as long as Laurent and Simone Gbagbo are where they are, at The Hague awaiting trial or in jail, and while other party
               leaders are, in their view, being unfairly persecuted and prosecuted or are forced
               to live in exile.
            

            
         

         
         	OUSMANE, CHÉRIF (1973–)

         
         	
            Sergeant in the Ivoirian army. He was one of the leaders of the group of soldiers
               who attempted to overthrow the government of Laurent Gbagbo on 19 September 2002. Chérif Ousmane was a member of the elite Force d’Intervention
               Rapide Para-Commando (FIRPAC) created by General Robert Guéï and fiercely loyal to him. When the coup failed and the rebels took control of the northern half of the country, he was in
               charge of the com’zone of Bouaké. He led the unit known as the “Guépard” of Bouaké, hence his nickname “Papa Guépard.”
               He was considered the most competent of the ex-rebel commanders and was quite feared
               by his enemies. He is credited for springing the military cordon by Gbagbo’s forces
               at Tiébissou that allowed Alassane Ouattara’s rebel army, the Forces Républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI), to capture Yamoussoukro on their way to Abidjan in March–April 2011. He is also the commander closest to President Ouattara. He was
               promoted to second-in-command of President Ouattara’s security detail, the Groupe
               de Sécurité de la Présidence de la République (GSPR).
            

            
             The personal history of Chérif Ousmane has an interesting twist as well: like Guillaume Soro, he is a Catholic, not a Muslim. He is married to the daughter of the late President
               Sangoulé Lamizana of Burkina Faso. The marriage took place in Ouagadougou in December 2007 with Dominique Ouattara and some rebel ministers as witnesses.
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         	PAGNE

         
         	
            Piece of textile material almost one meter wide by several in length, draped over
               the body toga style as a common traditional form of cloth of forest-zone Ivoirian
               men (especially Akan and Lagoon Cluster peoples) or made into a dress for women. Akan kings wore traditional pagnes woven of kente cloth. The material now is commonly imported, with the “Dutch wax”
               print a standard. These three factories—Union Textile Ivoirienne (UTEXI) in Dimbokro, Gonfreville near Bouaké, and Uniwax in Abidjan—produce pagnes locally. More than 80 percent of Ivoirian production is sold domestically. Pagnes can be specially designed to fit any occasion, and they can also carry social messages.
               A pagne was even produced to memorialize conjoncture in the 1980s.
            

            
         

         
         	PALM OIL

         
         	
            Product of the oil palm (Elaeis guineensis), the first commercial agricultural product harvested explicitly for export in Côte d’Ivoire, beginning in the 1840s among
               the “Jack-Jack” (Alladian) and Kru peoples. The oil palm is native to the African tropical rain forest and played a fundamental
               dietary, technological, and economic role in the lives of rain forest inhabitants.
               The oil is extracted from the nut, which is obtained by breaking the kernel; this
               was a leisure-time occupation of women, children, and slaves in the early period of the trade, when it was sold almost exclusively
               to English buyers. Production rose rapidly at the end of the century, from 1,885 tons
               exported in 1890 to 4,671 tons in 1892, and palm oil was the principal export of the
               colony until 1898. The palm oil trade stagnated during the period from 1899 to 1912,
               when rubber was dominant, but became dominant again between 1913 and 1920. Production fell off
               over the next 20 years, especially during the Great Depression, and then experienced a moderate recovery. Natural oil palm groves are found throughout
               the forest zone and in the wooded savanna and are especially dense along the seacoast.
            

            
             In recent decades, palm oil production as an agro-industry has been central to Ivoirian
               efforts at agricultural diversification. By 1970 there were 60,000 hectares of palm
               tree plantations and nine refineries in service. Production was reduced by drought
               in the early 1980s but later recovered, and Côte d’Ivoire became the third-largest
               producer of palm oil. In 1983, the country received a grant from the European Development
               Fund for a 15-year replanting program. A processing mill was inaugurated in 1990,
               but falling world prices led to postponement of a second planned mill.
            

            
             Palm oil ranks fourth in importance in the Ivoirian economy, and Côte d’Ivoire currently ranks fifth in global production behind Malaysia, Indonesia,
               Nigeria, and Colombia. Côte d’Ivoire is the leading African exporter of oil palm and
               second leading African producer. In 2005, the total cultivated area amounted to 217,000
               hectares, of which 150,000 belonged to smallholders. The yields from industrial plantations
               are much superior (12–14 T/ha) compared to smallholders (7–8 T/ha). The average annual
               production is around 1.3 million tons. The main production zone is the humid region
               of the southern forest zone, from east to west, up to latitude 20 kilometers north
               of Divo.
            

            
             Smallholders sell their palm nuts to some 18 processing companies that together produce
               about 1.85 million tons of palm oil a year. Some of these smallholders are under contractual
               obligation to sell the produce to these processing companies. From here, these companies
               deliver the palm oil to four leading companies (Unilever, Consmivoire, and Société
               Oleatech of the IPS group, all located in the Vridi industrial zone, and Adame Afrique, located in the Koumassi industrial area) for
               further transformation.
            

            
         

         
         	PALMINDUSTRIE

         
         	
            The state enterprise that produces about 80 percent of the palm oil.

            
         

         
         	PARASTATALS

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	PARLER MOUSSA

         
         	
            Also Le Français de Moussa or Le Français de Dago. Term used for the variety of French
               spoken in West Africa by those without formal education. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	PARTI DÉMOCRATIQUE DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (PDCI)

         
         	
            The single party of Côte d’Ivoire from independence until 1990. The political party was formed to participate in the June 1946 election to choose a representative to
               the French Constituent Assembly. Its founder and leader of the ticket was Félix Houphouët-Boigny, who was never seriously challenged for leadership of the party from that time until
               he died in 1993.
            

            
             Between 1946 and 1959, the PDCI operated in a system that was at least nominally
               multi-party. It competed against a single opponent in the Constituent Assembly election of 1946, was one of seven political movements in 1951, and competed against
               12 other political parties in 1956. It succeeded in running almost without competition
               by 1957, and in 1959 all candidates to the territorial Legislative Assembly were on
               the PDCI ticket.
            

            
             In Paris, the party leadership initially decided to affiliate with the Parti Communiste
               Français (PCF) in the Constituent Assembly, but with the move of the communists to
               the opposition shortly thereafter, the PDCI was left defenseless against strong harassment
               from the colonial administration. In 1950, Houphouët-Boigny announced the abandonment
               of the communist affiliation, and the next year he managed to affiliate with parties
               more to the center of the French political spectrum. By the 1950s, the PDCI had shed
               its radical ideology and adopted a policy orientation focused on economic growth and
               development.
            

            
             However, in formal organization and nomenclature, the early influence of the PCF
               can be seen: the local organization unit is the sous-section, headed by a secretary general. At the national level, there was a Central Committee,
               and there remains a 33-member inner core called the Political Bureau. The most important
               structural deviation from the communist model is that, from the beginning, the PDCI
               had been designated a mass party, with membership expected of all citizens. In reality,
               the structure and operation of the party has more closely approximated the classic
               party machine, with a base of local notables in various ethnic groups and communities and an approach to dissent that is more often co-optive than repressive.
               A pattern was set at the third party congress in 1959, when party institutions were
               increased in size, allowing the addition of younger members, those not part of the
               original group of “militants.”
            

            
             With independence in 1960, the PDCI faced a difficulty common to most single-party
               organizations in control: the need to define a role for the party organization once
               its leaders have decision-making authority in the government. The party has suffered
               long stages of dormancy but, unlike other single parties, has been periodically revived
               as a means of communication between elites and masses. The communication role was
               enhanced in the elections of 1980 when, for the first time, delegates to the Assemblée Nationale were chosen in competitive elections. Although all 649 candidates were party members,
               there were only 147 seats; furthermore, incumbents won only 26 of those seats. Municipal
               Council elections were held a few weeks later, with a similar infusion of new personnel.
               At the same time, an unanticipated effect of competitive elections was the appearance
               of serious ethnic tensions and open solicitation of votes for money.
            

            
             At the seventh congress of the party in 1980, the position of secretary general was
               abolished and replaced with a nine-member Executive Committee. Five of the Executive
               Committee members were young politicians who recently had become prominent and had
               earlier been critics of the government in student movements. At the same time, the
               Political Bureau was drastically reduced from 70 to 32 members, apparently by eliminating
               supporters of Philippe Yacé. In 1985, the eighth congress urged Houphouët-Boigny to seek a sixth five-year term
               as president and called for the abolition of the vice presidency. Although the position
               had never been filled, the “Vieux” was angered by what he perceived as an unseemly
               jostling for power among the leading contenders.
            

            
             In 1990, with the economy reeling and opposition movements growing more vocal, Houphouët-Boigny agreed to multi-party
               elections not only to the Assemblée Nationale but to the presidency as well. The PDCI
               won overwhelmingly; although there were many charges of cheating and unfair campaign
               practices, it is generally agreed that the PDCI would have held on to control even
               under conditions of absolute fairness, if only because of the balkanization of the
               opposition. However, the PDCI’s continued predominance also derives from its long-term
               control of the country’s political resources (including the media).
            

            
             When the Vieux died in 1993, the presidency and party came under the control of Henri Konan Bédié. President Konan Bédié and the PDCI won multi-party elections in 1995, but the victory
               was tarnished by the boycott of all the opposition parties except one, the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT) led by Professor Francis Romain Wodié. Konan Bédié was, however, overthrown in the country’s first successful military
               coup on 24 December 1999 by General Robert Guéï who, ironically, considered himself a member of the ruling party. The coup put an
               end to 40 years of single-party rule.
            

            
             Following a brief exile, Konan Bédié returned to Abidjan in mid-October 2001 and regained control of the party; in 2005, the PDCI and three
               other parties including the RDR came together to form the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP). Henri Konan Bédié took the PDCI into an electoral alliance with Alassane Ouattara’s Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) during the second round of the 2010 presidential elections when his own bid
               fell short. In the election to the Assemblée Nationale that was held on 11 December
               2011, the PDCI won 76 of the 255 seats, thus becoming the second-largest party in
               the legislature. Konan Bédié has committed the PDCI to supporting Alassane Ouattara
               to a second term in the famous “Appel de Daoukro” on 17 September 2014. There is some
               push back by a handful of presidential hopefuls like Charles Konan Banny and Kouadio Konan Bertin (KKB) against the notion that this long-term ruling party would not even field a
               candidate for an important presidential election in 2015. If they persist in opposing
               the call to unity behind Ouattara and contest the election either as independent candidates
               or representatives of the PDCI, it would mean only one thing: further factionalization
               of the PDCI.
            

            
         

         
         	PARTI IVOIRIEN DES TRAVAILLEURS (PIT)

         
         	
            A political party founded on 8 April 1990 under the leadership of Professor Francis Romain Vangah Wodié to contest the first multi-party elections, held in 1990. The PIT called for a turn
               to constitutional government with a clear separation of legislative, executive, and
               judicial functions, and a constitutional court on the French model. Francis Wodié
               was the only member of the party to be elected to the Assemblée Nationale. Upon Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s death, Henri Konan Bédié conferred with Francis Wodié and other opposition party leaders about participation
               in his government, but the PIT opted to remain in opposition. However, it was the
               only opposition party to contest the presidential election of 1995, with Wodié as
               its candidate. It subsequently joined the government of President Bédié in 1998.
            

            
             The party’s presidential candidate in the 2000 election, Francis Wodié, received
               5.7 percent of the vote. In the parliamentary election on 10 December 2000 and 14
               January 2001, the PIT won 4 out of the 225 seats on offer. In the first round of the
               2010 presidential election, the party’s candidate received only 0.29 percent of the
               vote. The party then became divided over which candidate to support in the second
               round. The party’s president and failed presidential candidate, Francis Wodié, threw
               his support behind Alassane Ouattara, causing dissension within the ranks of the party. The executive was also divided.
               The decision did not sit particularly well with the second national secretary general,
               Madame Angèle Gnonsoa, who disagreed loudly. As a consequence, Francis Wodié gave up the party leadership.
               Daniel Aka Ahizi, former minister of environment, water, and forests, is now in charge
               of the party. The party is ideologically center-left or socialist; the party’s newspaper
               is called Téré express.
            

            
         

         
         	PARTI PROGRESSISTE DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (PPCI)

         
         	
            Political party formed in competition with the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) for the second Constituent Assembly electoral campaign in June 1946, in opposition
               to the rising influence of Félix Houphouët-Boigny and the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA). The Parti Progressiste found most of its support in the region of Abidjan–Grand Bassam—Aboisso, that is, the area in longest contact with the French. The party was a transformation
               of the Comité d’Action Patriotique de la Côte d’Ivoire, which had supported the candidacy
               of Kouamé Binzème to the Municipal Council in 1945. The leaders were “intellectuals,” those who had
               studied in France. The Parti Progressiste sent delegates to the conference of Bamako,
               at which the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (RDA) was formed, and was represented on the Ivoirian delegation until May 1947.
            

            
         

         
         	PÉCHOUX, LAURENT ELISEE (1904–2000)

         
         	
            French colonial official who rose to governor of Côte d’Ivoire from 1948 to 1951;
               he replaced Governor André Latrille, who was considered soft on Ivoirian nationalists. He had arrived from Equatorial
               Guinea, where he had a very brief tenure (June–July 1947) as governor general, with
               instructions to destroy the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA); he was responsible for the vigorous campaign of repression directed at
               the anti-colonial movement over that period with the strong support of the European
               settler population. He began by removing French communists from the colonial administration,
               then worked to create an electoral opposition to the PDCI. When Félix Houphouët-Boigny renounced the PDCI-RDA’s ties with the French Communist Party, the French government
               removed Péchoux and other anti-PDCI administrators, leaving Houphouët-Boigny in control
               of Côte d’Ivoire. From 1952 to 1955, he served as French commissioner of the League
               of Nations’ mandated territory of Togo; then he became high commissioner of New Caledonia
               until 1962. He wrote a doctoral thesis at the University of Dijon on Le Mandat français au Togo (The French mandate in Togo) and co-authored Regards français sur le Togo des années 1930 (French supervision of Togo in the 1930s).
            

            
         

         
         	PETITS BLANCS

         
         	
            The term “little whites” is used for the lower-class Europeans doing relatively menial
               jobs in the Ivoirian economy. The term is sometimes extended to all Europeans.
            

            
         

         
         	PETROLEUM

         
         	
            There was exploration for oil in Sanwi in 1912, abandoned in favor of the Gold Coast,
               which seemed more promising. In 1977, the government announced the discovery of oil
               reserves in the area of the 1912 exploration (the Belier field, 15 kilometers south
               of Grand Bassam). There was a larger find at the Espoir field, and in 1982, another off Grand Lahou, following which the petroleum companies moved to other areas. One-third of Ivoirian
               consumption of crude oil was domestically produced in 1981, and the country almost
               became self-sufficient in petroleum. However, production fell sharply as reserves
               proved smaller and more difficult to tap than first predicted. Operations in the Espoir
               field were suspended in 1989, and in the Belier field the next year. Although a new
               field was announced in 1988, no exploitation was begun. Output in 2011 was 30,000
               barrels a day compared to 60,000 in 2008 due to technical problems and reduced investment
               during the decade of political turmoil. The two oil-producing fields are Lion and
               Panthères (condensates).
            

            
             Although recent discoveries elsewhere in the country and near the common border with
               Ghana have raised hopes as well as tension about future oil prospects, Côte d’Ivoire
               is more of an oil-refining than an oil-producing country. For now, it possesses only
               a modest upstream oil industry. Its recoverable reserves are estimated at 100 million
               barrels of oil and 31.1165 billion cubic meters of gas. The government plans to boost
               production to 200,000 barrels of oil and 8.496 cubic meters of gas per day within
               the next five years.
            

            
             An oil refinery with a 4 million ton capacity now relies on crude from Nigeria, but
               it meets domestic requirements and exports to Burkina Faso and Mali. Production is managed by a state-owned corporation, the Société Nationale d’Opérations
               Pétrolières de Côte d’Ivoire (Petroci), formed in 1975, while the refinery is operated
               by the Société Ivoirienne de Raffinage (SIR), owned jointly by Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina
               Faso, and foreign oil companies. Petroci faced difficulties lifting crude during the
               politico-military crisis. It was also one of the companies that were a target of European
               Union (EU) sanctions. The government plans an ambitious program of investment ($1.6
               billion) in the energy sector, with funds coming from Petroci and European and American
               partners.
            

            
         

         
         	PEYRISSAC, ETABLISSEMENT

         
         	
            French trading company incorporated in 1908. Peyrissac operated principally in the
               northern savanna of Côte d’Ivoire and did not get established on the coast until after
               the pacification of the central region.
            

            
         

         
         	PINEAPPLES

         
         	
            A product recently introduced to Côte d’Ivoire, originally grown on European-owned
               plantations in the south of the country, notably on plantations owned directly by
               canning companies. More recently, small-scale Ivoirian-owned plantations have appeared,
               though they depend on the canning companies for technical support and purchase of
               their crop. Côte d’Ivoire was seventh in world production in 1972 (178,000 tons).
               In 1981, it supplied over 90 percent of the pineapples consumed in France; and in
               1986, it supplied 95 percent of the European market. Currently, Côte d’Ivoire has
               about 39 percent of the market share of the European Union.
            

            
             Production picked up again in the 1990s and has held relatively steady since. In
               1998, 213,974 tons of pineapples were produced. Production rose to 252,000 tons in
               1999 but fell slightly to 238,000 in 2000. It rose the following year to 248,890 tons
               only to fall back to 227,501 tons in 2002. In 2005, production fell to 195,294 tons,
               the lowest it had been for some time. Production was estimated to rise to around 240,000
               tons in 2007. In 2008, Côte d’Ivoire had climbed down from its earlier virtual monopoly
               supply but was still Europe’s leading source of pineapples, supplying over 200,000
               tons of fresh fruit a year, roughly 60 percent of the European market. In global terms,
               Côte d’Ivoire is second only to Costa Rica. Together, they produce over 50 percent
               of the world’s output. However, exporters from Ghana, Honduras, Santo Domingo, and Mexico are giving Côte d’Ivoire a run for its money.
            

            
             Pineapples are grown year round. The production cycle varies from 12 to 15 months,
               depending on the quality of the planted seedlings, soil and climatic conditions, the
               means of production, and the technical know-how of the grower. The variety that is
               cultivated is the smooth cayenne, although new varieties such as Queen Victoria are
               being tried. The main production area is east of the Comoé River, especially in the towns of Grand Bassam, Bonoua, Adiaké, and Aboisso, which together contribute 80 percent of the output. The remaining zones are Dabou, Tiassalé, Agboville, and so on. The growers are quite diverse: there are about 2,500 smallholders who
               supply about 80 percent of the output through traditional or informal means. Most
               of them belong to cooperatives for the purpose of assemblage, packaging, and transportation
               of their produce for export. The average size of their farm is 5 ha. At the other
               end of the spectrum are the commercial interests such as the Société de Culture Bananière
               (SCB), a subsidiary of the multi-national giant Dole, that are involved in intensive
               cultivation for export and have an average farm size of 500 ha. The average yield
               ranges from 30 to 40 T/ha, with a target of 55 tons. The average national production
               is 170,000 tons a year. Refer to table 1 on page 62. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	PLANTAINS

         
         	
            Traditionally grown in conjunction with yams, and now typically with cocoa, plantain is a traditional food crop in the southeastern Ivoirian forest zone but
               is rarely grown in the southwest even today. Plantain is an important crop for making
               the traditional staples, foutou and aloko. Production has remained steady. In 2010, Côte d’Ivoire produced 1,541,000
               tons of plantains. In 2011 and 2012, production was 1,559,000 and 1,577,000 tons respectively.
               See also .
            

            
         

         
         	POKOU

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	POLITICAL PARTIES

         
         	
            For nearly 40 years, Côte d’Ivoire was a single-party state. Only the ruling Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA) had the legal right to exist. However, largely as a consequence of the
               economic crisis or conjoncture experienced by the country, opposition elements within educational institutions mobilized
               support for sustained protest demonstrations against the government, leading ultimately
               to the rather dramatic and unexpected lifting of the ban on opposition political activities
               at the end of April 1990.
            

            
             As if the floodgates had been blown open, there was a rush to form political parties.
               By September 1990, more than 25 political parties had been duly registered, notably
               the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI), the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT), the Union des Sociaux Démocrates (USD), the Parti pour la Protection de l’Environnement
               (PPE), the Parti Ecologique Ivoirien (PEI), and the Parti Communiste Révolutionnaire
               de Côte d’Ivoire (PCRCI). As this small sample suggests, they covered the entire ideological
               spectrum. However, of the political parties that emerged in 1990 to challenge the
               monopoly power of the PDCI-RDA, only the FPI, which was actually founded in 1983 and
               operated as a clandestine underground party, was able or willing to contest the presidential
               election against entrenched incumbent president Félix Houphouët-Boigny. The rest waited to take their shot at the elections to the Assemblée Nationale. Even then, only the FPI and the PIT made any impression. The FPI won nine seats
               to the PIT’s one.
            

            
             A key characteristic of Ivoirian political parties is not only their large numbers
               for a small country but also their transient nature. During each election cycle since
               1990, some 20, mostly new, political parties and a plethora of independent candidates
               emerge to compete for votes. They are all virtually founded by male politicians, and
               they serve as vehicles for promoting the political and economic agendas of their founders.
               In other words, they are not institutionalized organizations that present programmatic
               agendas for voters to choose. Only a handful of the political parties of the 1990
               democratic transition have survived into the new millennium.
            

            
             In the course of the decade of the 1990s and since then, other parties have emerged.
               They include the Parti pour le Progrès et le Socialisme (PPS), the Parti Libéral de
               Côte d’Ivoire (PLCI), and the Union pour la Démocratie et la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI). Much more significant as party developments are the 1994 formation of the
               Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) as a breakaway faction of the ruling PDCI, which has now supplanted the latter
               as the ruling party; the reconstituting of the grand Houphouët coalition called Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) in May 2005 in Paris in anticipation of that year’s elections that were postponed;
               and the formation of the Liberté et Démocratie pour la République (LIDER) by Professor Mamadou Koulibaly, ex-FPI member and one of the staunchest allies of President Laurent Gbagbo, in the aftermath of the post-election crisis. The RHDP, comprising the PDCI, RDR,
               UDPCI, and the Mouvement des Forces d’Avenir (MFA), survived into the 2010 elections
               and supported the eventual winner, RDR’s Alassane Ouattara. Along the way, the RHDP also picked up support from Francis Wodié’s PIT and Gnamien Konan’s UPCI. The immediate outcome of Wodié’s support for Ouattara’s
               presidential bid was the fractionalization of PIT and the disassociation of the founder.
               The party is struggling to survive.
            

            
             All the leading political parties have their own newspapers or private newspapers
               that are sympathetic to their causes. As a result, very little objectivity is on display
               in the media. One has to read between the lines of several newspapers to tease out truth from
               fiction or reality from fabrication or political propaganda. Another challenge facing
               Ivoirian political parties, especially the smaller ones, is financing. It is telling
               that during a seminar on 24 November 2012, the UDPCI asked members to invest financially
               in the party. It was revealed by the treasurer that the president of the party, Albert Mabri Toikeuse, was the sole financier of the party founded by the late General Robert Guéï. He asked all the members to start contributing to the party by dipping their hands
               into their pockets.
            

            
             Internal party democracy is another challenge facing Ivoirian political parties.
               Appearances to the contrary, Ivoirian political parties suffer from excessive “bossism”
               or “big-man politics.” And so, for instance, the “sphinx of Daoukro,” ex-president
               Henri Konan Bédié, has been accused of managing the grand party of them all, the PDCI, “like it was
               a corner store.” A case in point is the famous “Appel de Daoukro,” which sought to
               unite the party behind the candidacy of President Ouattara for a second term of office.
               This has sown discord within the PDCI. Both younger and older members such as Kouadio Konan Bertin (KKB) and Charles Konan Banny respectively have their eyes set on reclaiming the presidency for the PDCI and are
               not willing to have Ouattara contest the 2005 presidential elections unopposed. Similarly,
               the FPI is faced with dissension within its ranks as it tries to decide whether to
               engage in the political process and contest the next presidential and parliamentary
               elections or boycott them, as it did the parliamentary elections in 2011, and who
               should be calling the shots within the party, Pascal Affi N’Guessan or the ex-president Laurent Gbagbo and former First Lady Simone Gbagbo, both of whom are in custody facing allegations of serious crimes committed during
               the post-election crisis.
            

            
         

         
         	POPULATION

         
         	
            There was an annual growth overall of 5.2 percent in the population of Côte d’Ivoire
               from 1960 to 1979. This included a massive in-migration from north of the country.
               The birth rate per se has been about 3.4 percent per annum. Even as productivity increased,
               agricultural production per capita declined 15 percent in the first two decades of
               independence. Government policy has been to favor population growth, but in recent
               years it has cooperated with international organizations providing family planning
               and population assistance as part of broader aid packages.
            

            
             Government data released on 23 December 2014 for the recent census reveal that, as
               of the end of June 2014, Côte d’Ivoire had a total population of 22,671,000, a growth
               of 2.6 percent versus 3.8 percent in 1975 and 3.3 percent in 1998. In terms of gender
               distribution, men accounted for 51.7 percent of the Ivoirian population, and women
               accounted for 48.3 percent. The higher percentage of men to women in the census data
               is explained by the fact that men migrate to Côte d’Ivoire from neighboring countries
               in larger numbers than women. The age structure of the Ivoirian population reveals
               that 38.4 percent is under 14 years; another 21 percent is between 15 and 24 years
               old. The 25–54 year group comprises 33 percent of the population. Ivoirians who are
               aged 55–64 years are only 4.3 percent, while those over 65 years constitute 3.3 percent
               of the population. The age structure reflects both the youthfulness of the Ivoirian
               population as well as the heavy dependency burden of those in the active labor force.
               The total dependency ratio is 79.7 percent. The life expectancy at birth is 58.01
               years; for males it is 56.9 years, compared to 59.16 for women. Nearly 57 percent
               of the population aged 15 years and over is literate, although the literacy rate is
               only 47.6 percent for women, compared to 65.6 percent for men.
            

            
             The Ivoirian population is characterized by ethnic and religious heterogeneity, with
               more than 60 ethnic groups and many different religious faiths who coexist in relative harmony. The urban population
               is 52 percent of the total, with the largest concentrations in Abidjan, the commercial capital; Bouaké; Yamoussoukro, the political capital; and Daloa, in that order of importance. Some 45,000 people were estimated to be living with
               HIV/AIDS in 2012.
            

            
         

         
         	PORO

         
         	
            Initiation society for males that is common in many ethnic groups of West Africa, including the Senufo of northern Côte d’Ivoire (in whose language it is called lô). Poro initiation rituals require adolescents to spend a period of time in the forest,
               usually not far from the village, but in isolation from it. During this time, they
               are tested and trained for adult roles and develop close ties with others in their
               age grade. So obligatory is the rite for entry into adulthood that even urban Senufo send their
               children to the village for the Poro initiation, although some accommodation has been
               made to spare the urban youth from the full rigors of traditional ceremonies. However,
               in rural areas, Poro is a powerful means for continued control of society by the elders,
               in its four classes of age into which the individual must be initiated.
            

            
         

         
         	PORT AUTONOME D’ABIDJAN (PAA)

         
         	
            One of two ports in the country, it is the second leading African port after Durban
               and is located in the commune of Treichville in Abidjan. The port handles 12 ships a day. Ninety percent of Côte d’Ivoire’s trade passes
               through the port, which employs nearly 54,000 workers directly and indirectly. It
               also generates 85 percent of customs revenues, which make up 60 percent of the regular
               state budget. During the lost decade of civil unrest (2002–12), the port lost significant
               market share to neighboring countries, especially to the Ghanaian port of Tema. Prior
               to 2002, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, and Niger transited 70 percent of their goods through the PAA; by August 2011, traffic
               had diminished to 30 percent. In April 2011, the PAA was servicing one ship a day;
               a year later it recovered some of the lost ground and was servicing eight shiploads
               a day.
            

            
             Because the port is such an important source of government revenue, it was at the
               center of the battle for economic control waged between Alassane Ouattara and Laurent Gbagbo during the post-election crisis. As a result, it practically ceased to function between
               December 2010 and April 2011. The PAA’s difficulties were compounded by the decision
               of the European Union (EU) to prohibit European ships from docking in Abidjan until the crisis was resolved.
               As a consequence, there was a traffic jam in shipping. The first container ship arrived
               on 20 April, nine days after the fall of Gbagbo. It was applauded by the dockworkers.
               There were about 50 ships of all kinds lined up from Cotonou, Dakar, Douala, Agadir,
               Anvers, Colombo, and Saigon or leaving for Lomé, Pointe-Noire, Las Palmas, Hamburg,
               and so on. The volume of imports and exports has picked up again, especially cocoa
               stocks, whose export was suspended by Alassane Ouattara when he was holed up in the
               Golf Hotel.
            

            
             Now that the crisis is over, port traffic is booming again, and total volume surpassed
               21 million tons in 2013. This will likely go up when the port authorities are able
               to lure business back from landlocked neighboring countries. The plan is to triple
               annual container capacity to 2.3 million units by 2016 to keep up with regional competitors
               after a decade of neglect. It has been suggested that the PAA’s greatest challenge
               is structural: the Vridi channel cannot handle ships larger than 260 meters; the draft cannot go beyond 11.5
               meters in the port. There are plans to widen and deepen the channel. There is also
               a push to create a new terminal hub on Boulay island, which has access to deeper waters
               and would allow for a 600-hectare industrial zone.
            

            
             Meanwhile, the port faces handling costs that are too high. It has been suggested
               that the connections between the port, road, and railway networks need to be overhauled
               before those costs can come down. Its payroll is also over-bloated, and Hien Sie, the new director appointed by President Alassane Ouattara, is set to tackle the
               problem. Salaries represent 38 percent of turnover. Sie has initiated reforms that
               he hopes will bring that down to 25 percent by 2015. Credentials (diplomas) are now
               being carefully scrutinized to check their authenticity; he is working to establish
               the optimal number of employees per division and offer incentives for voluntary severance
               or retrenchment.
            

            
         

         
         	PORT-BOUËT

         
         	
            It is a city as well as one of the 10 communes that make up Abidjan and one of the four that are located south of the Ebrié Lagoon, along with Treichville, Koumassi, and Marcory. It was named after French naval captain Edouard Bouët-Willaumez. Port-Bouët was virtually uninhabited until the 1930s, spurred by the work on a third
               wharf for maritime trade that was completed there in 1931, and which made that of
               Grand Bassam redundant. It was tied to Abidjan and the interior by a rail line and became the dominant
               port of entry until the opening of the Vridi Canal in 1950. It served as a dormitory for the foreign workers who constructed the wharf
               and, later, worked at the Vridi Canal. Otherwise it was a small rural backwater occupied
               by a few indigenous Ebriés and Alladians. It became famous for the lighthouse (Port-Bouët/Petit Bassam lighthouse) built in
               the early 1930s.
            

            
             Today, Port-Bouët spans about 10 kilometers along the Atlantic coast behind the Vridi
               Canal. Since the mid-1960s, Port-Bouët has experienced phenomenal change in size,
               population, and physical appearance. It has gone from a sleepy backwater of Abidjan consisting
               of huts made from wood, coconut branches, and straw to permanent structures made of
               concrete and with the modern amenities and infrastructure of roads, electricity, water,
               markets, schools, petrol stations, and so on. The residential areas have also evolved
               from “derrière wharf” (behind the wharf) where the workers who built the defunct wharf used to live, the
               Adjoufou quarter which grew out of the construction of the Félix Houphouët-Boigny International Airport (also called Abidjan airport even though strictly speaking
               it is not located in Abidjan), and the villages of Abouabou and Mafiblé to new settlements
               with such exotic names as Jean-Folly, Gonzaqueville, Vridi-Canal, Vridi-Zimbabwe,
               Toviato, and Bénogosso occupied by a cosmopolitan mix of ethnicities and nationalities,
               from Nzima and Baule to Fanti and Awnan (Ewe) fishermen from Ghana and Togo to other immigrants from Mali, Niger, Benin, Nigeria, and Burkina Faso. While each of these quarters is mixed, each is generally associated with a particular
               ethnic group or nationality that first settled it.
            

            
             The population of Port-Bouët has grown to nearly 212,000. It was the site of significant
               contestation between the Jeunes Patriotes and France because of the presence at the airport of the 43rd Marine Infantry Battalion, which
               was replaced by the French Licorne in 2009. Since the city became a commune in its
               own right in 1980, it has known only one mayor, Madame Hortense Aka-Anghui.
            

            
         

         
         	PREFECT, PREFECTURE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	PRESS

         
         	
            There were few serious attempts to launch newspapers during the colonial period. Papers
               oriented toward African audiences were viewed with suspicion by the administration
               and the European population, and the literate African population was too small. However, the first paper published
               by an African in a francophone state appeared in Abidjan in 1935, the Eclaireur de la Côte d’Ivoire, and it survived into the independence period. Then came Notre Voix, a newspaper established in 1937 by the Socialist Party (SFIO) of Côte d’Ivoire,
               with a European publisher and editor. In 1939, a white colonial started his own paper,
               Le Cri du Planteur. Abidjan-Matin, of the French Breteuil chain, appeared after World War II, followed shortly thereafter
               by Fraternité, the mouthpiece of Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). Less than a year after independence, the government established its own news
               agency, the Agence Ivoirienne de Presse (AIP), and created a national media monopoly.
               From then until the 1990s, the Ivoirian press was dominated by the government-controlled
               monopoly Fraternité Matin.
            

            
             However, as part of the development of organized opposition and multi-party political
               competition, an independent press has emerged. Within a relatively few short years,
               the Ivoirian media landscape has been transformed. There is now a cornucopia of newspapers
               and other types of media in Côte d’Ivoire. There are close to 40 newspapers in circulation.
               There is intense competition for a limited readership. However, too often, what one
               reads in the newspapers, especially the ones that are trending more tabloid, is not
               fact based or guided by objectivity but by political partisanship of the most destructive
               kind and fierce competition to attract the relatively small readership.
            

            
             Other than the Fraternité Matin, the most prominent or highly visible and widely read daily newspapers include the
               following: Le Patriote, a daily close to the ruling Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR); Le Quotidien, Notre Voie, and Le Temps, dailies close to the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI); and Le Nouveau Reveil, a daily close to the former ruling PDCI. The Téré Express is the newspaper of the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT). Notre Heure, Nord-Sud, and Le Jour Plus are dailies that were close to the opposition to the ruling FPI when it was in power;
               incidentally, some of the newspapers that were close to the opposition such as Nord-Sud have now become pro-government (pro–Alassane Ouattara). There are also Le Démocrate, La Nouvelle République, and Le National.
            

            
             The few independent, privately owned dailies include L’Intelligent d’Abidjan, L’Inter, Le Nouveau Courrier, Soir Info, and 24 Heures. There are also a few specialized newspapers, such as Top Visages, a cultural weekly tabloid focusing on music; Bôl’ Kotch and Gbich, two satirical newspapers that have been making waves; Femmes d’Afrique and Mousso, which cater to women; and Mimosas, which specializes in sports. Islam Info, as the name suggests, is a Muslim-oriented newspaper that is published weekly. There
               is also the very popular French weekly newspaper Jeune Afrique, primarily for the elite.
            

            
             A new press law that was passed in 1991 (replacing the French law of 1881, still
               in effect until then) regulates the media in Côte d’Ivoire. However, that 1991 law
               sparked protests from opposition groups because it gave the government broad powers
               to confiscate publications. It also limited the level of foreign investment allowed
               in press-related enterprises. In the past, governments have used media regulatory
               bodies such as the Conseil National de la Presse (CNP) and the Haute Autorité de la
               Communication Audiovisuelle (HACA) to control the media in general and to muzzle critical
               journalism in particular. While there has been some relaxation of controls since Alassane
               Ouattara took office, there is a persistent pattern of harassment of newspaper outlets
               and journalists in the form of suspension of publication, physical attacks on journalists
               and editors, ransacking of offices, destruction of equipment, legal prosecution of
               journalists and editors, jail terms, and fines. This was the experience of pro-Gbagbo
               newspapers Le Temps and Notre Voie and the satirical Bôl’ Kotch in 2012.
            

            
             Since 1993, the Union Nationale des Journalistes de Côte d’Ivoire (UNJCI) has been
               handing out the Noël X Ebony prize to the best news agency every other year. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	PROTESTANTISM

         
         	
            During the colonial period, missionaries needed administrative permission to evangelize,
               and Protestants underwent especially severe scrutiny because they were usually of
               English or American extraction. There were four missions during that period: the Mission
               Biblique du Tabernacle for Sassandra and the west; the Mission Wesleyenne in Assinie, Agneby, the Lagoons, and the Bouaké region; the Christian and Missionary Alliance, in the cercle of Baule and the sous-division of Toumodi; and the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church. The AME was especially suspect
               to the administration because of its ties to Cape Coast in neighboring (British) Gold
               Coast. It was active in Attié country, around Adzopé.
            

            
             Prior to World War II, about 1 in 10 Ivoirian Christians was Protestant. Currently,
               about 6.6 percent of Christians are Protestants, and the largest Protestant denomination
               is the Methodist Church of Côte d’Ivoire. Other protestant denominations with a strong presence in
               the country include the Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) Church, the Southern Baptist Church,
               the Coptic Church, and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons).
               See also .
            

            
         

         
         	PUBLIC ENTERPRISE (RÉGIE)

         
         	
            A public service, primarily in transportation and communications in Côte d’Ivoire,
               the budget of which is presented as an annex to the main government budget.
            

            
         

         
         	PUBLIC ESTABLISHMENT (ETABLISSEMENT PUBLIC)

         
         	
            A type of public administrative agency in Côte d’Ivoire. There are two categories:
               public establishments that are administrative in nature (etablissements publics à caractère administrative, EPA), which undertake educational or research activities or administer funds for national development; and public establishments
               of an industrial and commercial character (etablissements publics à caractère industriel et commercial, EPIC), those primarily involved in providing financial and technical support services
               to the industrial and commercial sectors. Public establishments do not have their
               own equity; they are funded by the state.
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         	QUAQUA COAST

         
         	
            Name given by European traders to the coast between Cape Lahou and Assini in the 17th and 18th centuries. Physical conditions and the lack of large-scale political
               organization discouraged Europeans from establishing permanent trading facilities
               in this area so that most trade with the interior was conducted through the Gold Coast.
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         	RADIO

         
         	
            The Ivoirian audiovisual scene has become much more dynamic, with the liberalization
               of the airwaves and the emergence of private FM stations. There are three categories
               of radio stations: community stations or “radios de proximité,” commercial stations, and foreign stations. Community radio stations, as the name
               suggests, focus on economic, social, and cultural issues that affect the well-being
               of the communities they serve, usually within a 10-kilometer radius, and usually broadcast
               in both French and local languages. A decree on 13 September 1995 established the
               operating requirements for community radio stations, and they started operating in
               June 1998. They are prohibited from broadcasting programs of a political nature or
               commercial advertising. There are 52 community radio stations nationally, split 50–50
               between communities and private individuals who are considered morally outstanding.
            

            
             There are a dozen of both kinds of community radio operating in Abidjan, including Abidjan.net FM, Radio Yopougon, Radio ATM Port-Bouët, CITY FM (Treichville), Cocody FM, Radio Alobhé Bingerville, and Radio Espoir (Abidjan Catholic station). Other community radio stations include
               Radio Man (Catholic station in Man), Radio Notre-Dame (Yamoussoukro Catholic station), Radio Paix Sanwi (Aboisso Catholic station), Radio Al Bayane (national Islamic station), and Radio Media+ (Bouaké). Only two private radio stations are permitted on-air advertising: Radio Nostalgie,
               a subsidiary of France’s Nostalgie International that used to be run by Dominique Ouattara before she became First Lady, and JAM FM, which started broadcasting in 2000, although
               it had been licensed in March 1993. Since 2004, JAM FM has become the leading radio
               station in terms of sound quality and the number of Ivoirians who listen to the station.
               Other radio stations include Radio Peleforo Gbon (Korhogo) and Radio Soleil. Three foreign FM radio stations are also allowed to broadcast
               locally: Radio France Internationale (RFI) in Abidjan and Korhogo, Africa Numero 1
               (relay of Gabon-based pan-African station, with some local programming) in Abidjan,
               and BBC World Service, which broadcasts on 94.3 FM in Abidjan, 97.7 in Yamoussoukro,
               and 93.9 in Bouaké. Only the two national radio stations, Radio CI and Fréquence 2,
               cover the entire country and broadcast 24 hours.
            

            
             With low literacy rates, radio is the most popular medium of information and news
               dissemination. For that reason, it has become an essential tool for groups that are
               involved in conflict mitigation in Côte d’Ivoire. The UN launched ONUCI FM in 2005
               to augment its peacekeeping mission. Non-governmental and civil society organizations
               (NGOs and CSOs) and religious groups are also using radio to promote programs to support
               national and local-level reconciliation processes because it can reach a much larger
               audience, including illiterate and under-educated populations. It comes as no surprise
               that there was a fierce battle for control of the airwaves during the post-election
               crisis. For instance, from 2 December 2010, Laurent Gbagbo periodically pulled the plug on foreign radio and television broadcasts. Then on 9 February 2011, the state regulatory commission ordered the
               UN radio station off the air; however, the order was ignored as the station found
               a way to continue operating on an unofficial FM frequency. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	RAILWAY

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	RASSEMBLEMENT DÉMOCRATIQUE AFRICAIN (RDA)

         
         	
            The African Democratic Rally was a francophone West African political movement formed
               at a congress in Bamako, the capital of French Sudan (now Mali), in October 1946. African nationalist leaders from the different colonies convened
               the Bamako meeting in response to the successful blocking of further political reforms
               by European colonial interests. Because the leaders affiliated with moderate French
               parties were under pressure not to attend, the birth of the first pan-African grouping
               of leaders was heavily influenced by those affiliated with the French Communist Party.
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny was elected president of the coordinating committee, and another Ivoirian, Fily Sissoko,
               was named secretary general. These were indications of the degree to which the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) had become influential at the regional level in two short years. The second
               congress of the RDA was held in Treichville, Côte d’Ivoire, in 1949.
            

            
             The RDA was essentially an umbrella organization composed of the individual political
               parties in each colony. Thus, the PDCI was in that period technically a “section”
               or branch of the RDA, albeit the most consequential section. The formal link at the
               inter-territorial level was the congress, and through a Comité de Coordination in
               between congresses. In effect, however, this formal structure was overshadowed by
               the towering influence of Houphouët-Boigny both in the PDCI and the RDA. The relatively
               well-organized PDCI often gave organizational and financial support (and direction?)
               to other “sections,” which made it primus inter pares and suspect to leaders in other
               colonies with their own well-developed political movements and ambitions.
            

            
             In 1950, in the face of severe harassment, the RDA severed its ties with the Parti
               Communiste Français (PCF). The movement had been greatly weakened in most places,
               however, and in the 1951 elections to the Constituent Assembly, only three RDA candidates
               (including Houphouët-Boigny) won in all of French West Africa. The RDA subsequently
               pursued more conservative policies in Paris, affiliating with the Union Démocratique
               des Socialistes Républicains, a small but central French party whose members included
               Prime Minister René Pleven. This was not a popular decision in all sections of the
               party, and the RDA became essentially inactive at the federal level.
            

            
             In 1955, Houphouët-Boigny demanded and won the expulsion from the RDA of all sections
               that did not support the decision to break with the PCF. This included the parties
               in Senegal, Cameroon, and Niger, and left only those in Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, and
               Sudan (Mali). The section in Niger returned to the fold, and new sections were formed
               in Upper Volta and Dahomey (Benin). Thus, by the 1957 territorial elections, Houphouët-Boigny
               headed the strongest political movement in Africa; its candidates won by substantial
               majorities in four territories and ran strongly in the other two. As independence
               beckoned, the RDA was strained by the disagreement among sections between continued
               affiliation with France and absolute independence, and later, between a federation of independent African
               states or complete territorial autonomy. Houphouët-Boigny generally found himself
               isolated from other leaders on these issues, and any meaningful alliance through the
               RDA ceased.
            

            
         

         
         	RASSEMBLEMENT DES HOUPHOUËTISTES POUR LA DÉMOCRATIE ET LA PAIX (RHDP)

         
         	RASSEMBLEMENT DES HOUPHOUËTISTES . . . (RHDP)

         
         	
            In Paris on 18 May 2005, in anticipation of presidential and parliamentary elections
               later that year, four opposition parties formed an alliance known as the Rassemblement
               des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP). The four parties—the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), the Union pour la Démocratie et la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI), and the Mouvement des Forces d’Avenir (MFA)—all claim to draw inspiration
               from late president Félix Houphouët-Boigny. The alliance contributed to Alassane Ouattara’s success in the second round of the 2010 presidential election.
            

            
             So far, the alliance has proved more durable than any previous elite pacting or attempts
               at electoral coalition building by Ivoirian political parties. Despite occasional tensions between the two leading parties (the RDR and PDCI),
               primarily over political appointments and who was getting the better end of the deal
               and who was getting shafted, the alliance has held together. Former president Henri Konan Bédié, the leader of the PDCI, has even called on his party not to nominate a candidate
               for the 2015 presidential election but rather to unite behind President Ouattara and
               help him to win a second term. However, at least three party members, Charles Konan Banny, Amara Essy, and Konan Kouadio Bertin (KKB), have decided to defy the “Appel de Daoukro” and are pursuing the nomination
               of the party at the upcoming congress before the 2015 election. Failing that, one
               or more of them will likely enter the race as independent candidates.
            

            
         

         
         	RASSEMBLEMENT DES RÉPUBLICAINS (RDR)

         
         	
            Founded in 1994 by Djéni Kobina and other disaffected members of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), it is the current ruling party and is led by President Alassane Ouattara. It has the lion’s share of seats in the Assemblée Nationale as well. It captured 122 of the 255 parliamentary seats, with its partner, the PDCI,
               winning 76 seats. The RDR shares power with the other coalition members of the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP). Thus, for instance, the last two prime ministers, Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio and Daniel Kablan Duncan, have been both PDCI members.
            

            
         

         
         	RÉGIE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	RÉGIE DES CHEMINS DE FER ABIDJAN-NIGER (RAN)

         
         	
            The joint state-owned company that managed the railway line from Abidjan to Bobo-Dioulasso and Ouagadougou in Burkina Faso from independence to 1987. Railway construction began from Abidjan in 1903 but did
               not reach the present terminus, Ouagadougou, until 1954. There are 1,260 kilometers
               of tracks, of which 630 are in Côte d’Ivoire. In 1981, the RAN system carried 3,417,037
               passengers and 841,731 tons of freight. After running into serious financial and management
               difficulties and because of disagreement between the two countries, Côte d’Ivoire
               instigated separate management by each country. Even though the RAN was dissolved
               and replaced in Côte d’Ivoire by the Société Ivoirienne des Chemins de Fer, the financial
               and management problems persisted. In 1995, the two countries decided to hand over
               the running of the rail infrastructure to the Société Internationale de Transport
               Africain par Rail (Sitarail), a private concession that is majority owned by Bolloré
               Africa Logistics (BAL) and Maersk, for an initial period of 15 years. The concession
               has since been renewed to 2030.
            

            
             Under Sitarail, the traffic of goods increased within five years, going from 504,000
               tons in 1996 to more than 1 million tons in 2001. The civil war in Côte d’Ivoire interrupted
               traffic and reversed some of the gains that had been made. The border with Burkina
               Faso was closed from the start of the conflict on 19 September 2002, leaving goods
               and people stranded in Abidjan, until it was officially reopened on 10 September 2003.
               The first freight train from Abidjan reached Bobo Dioulasso on 22 September. However,
               rail traffic continued to decline due to insecurity; there was a 50 percent reduction
               in traffic in 2004. Traffic only began to improve from 2007 after the signing of the
               Ouagadougou Political Agreement (OPA). Sitarail recorded 880,289 tons of goods in 2007 compared to 812,417 tons in
               2006. Given Sitarail’s proven success, the company now features prominently in the
               national development plan for 2012–15 as a facilitator of agricultural and agro-industrial
               exports.
            

            
             A new railway network linking Abidjan to Lomé, a long-term desire, was approved by
               the Conseil de l’Entente in April 2014. The BAL has already started the first phase of construction from Niamey
               to Cotonou (Niger–Benin). The network is expected to give a huge boost to intra-regional
               trade. There is also a proposed coastal Nigeria–Benin–Togo–Ghana–Côte d’Ivoire rail link. The coastal states have called on both BAL and Pan-African
               Minerals, a UK-based mining company, to finance the coastal rail line linking Côte
               d’Ivoire to Nigeria, projected to cost $58.9 billion, under a build, operate, and
               transfer (BOT) arrangement. When completed, it will increase the length of rail tracks
               in West Africa to 3,000 kilometers.
            

            
         

         
         	RELIGION

         
         	
            The Ivoirian constitution guarantees freedom of religion, a right that is generally
               respected. However, religious groups are required to register with the authorities,
               although to our knowledge no one has been prosecuted for failure to do so. There are
               no reports of state or societal abuses or discrimination based on religious affiliation,
               belief, or practice. It is estimated that 35 to 40 percent of the population are Christian
               or more than likely syncretistic, practicing a mixture of Christian and indigenous
               religious beliefs; 35 percent are Muslim; another 25 to 30 percent practice indigenous
               religions. As the economic and political situation deteriorated, many Ivoirians turned
               toward indigenous religious practices as well as Pentecostal churches for salvation.
               About 70 percent of foreigners in the country are Muslim, and 20 percent are Christians.
            

            
             Although Muslims and Christians can be found everywhere in the country, the north
               is predominantly Muslim, and the majority of Christians live in the south. That is
               why the rebellion and civil war took on religious as well as regional overtones even though religion was not the
               driving force. The phenomenon of large concentrations of Muslims in certain urban
               neighborhoods in the south does not hold true for Christians in the north of the country.
               Prominent religious leaders, among them Cheikh Boikary Fofana, Monsignor Paul-Siméon Ahouana Djro, and the late Cardinal Bernard Agré, made concerted efforts to promote religious tolerance and encourage inter-faith
               dialogue during the decade of socio-political crisis. And as the above examples illustrate,
               religious leadership, in Côte d’Ivoire and globally, is dominated by men, from Muslim
               imams to Catholic bishops to shamans and Evangelical Pentecostals. See also ; ; ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	REPLI TACTIQUE

         
         	
            The “tactical withdrawal,” or change in policy from confrontation (and cooperation
               with the French Communist Party) to collaboration with the French government by Félix Houphouët-Boigny in 1950–51. This sudden shift angered and disappointed more radical members of the
               Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and remains controversial to this day. This may be the case with Bernard Binlin Dadié, who seems to be as much upset with France and its role in the military-political crisis in the country as with the excesses
               of Laurent Gbagbo or even with Alassane Ouattara and the rebels, except that the latter is generally perceived by ardent nationalists
               as France’s Trojan horse. This explains in part why Dadié has taken on the mantle
               of defender of Laurent Gbagbo and his associates.
            

            
         

         
         	REPUBLICAN GUARD

         
         	
            A military unit, composed principally of Baule when presidents Félix Houphouët-Boigny and Henri Konan Bédié (both Baule) were in office, formed to protect the presidential palace, the Assemblée Nationale, the headquarters of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), and key ministries. Until the dawn of multi-partyism in April 1990, the Republican
               Guard was known as the “PDCI militia.” That is why it was shocking that 45 members
               of the unit revolted in Abidjan and Yamoussoukro on 29 March 1993, taking three officers hostage and demanding higher pay commensurate
               with their higher responsibility to protect the president. Houphouët-Boigny managed
               to solve the problem peacefully, but the incident highlighted a malaise among the
               armed forces and portended a bad omen for the future.
            

            
         

         
         	RESEARCH INSTITUTES

         
         	
            A number of French-sponsored research institutes exist in Côte d’Ivoire, notably the
               Office de la Recherche Scientifique et Technique d’Outre-Mer (ORSTOM) for scientific and technical research, the Institut de Recherche pour l’Huile
               et Oléagineux (IRHO) for research into vegetable oils and oil seeds, the Institut
               Français pour le Café et le Cacao (IFCC) for research into arabica and robusta coffee and cocoa, the Institut de Recherche du Coton et de Fibres Textiles (IRCT) for cotton and textiles, the Institut Français de Recherches Fruitières Outre-Mer (IFAC) for
               tropical fruits, the Institut de Recherches Agronomiques Tropicales et Cultures Vivrières
               (IRAT) for tropical agriculture and foodcrops, the Centre Technique Forestier Tropical (CTFT) for tropical forestry,
               and the Institut Français (Fondamental) d’Afrique Noire (IFAN) for socio-cultural
               studies.
            

            
             In general, all these research institutes are collectively engaged in an ongoing
               search to develop high-yielding varieties; drought- and insect-resistant crops, with
               shorter gestation periods or growing time and the potential for multiple cropping;
               and ways to increase land and labor productivity.
            

            
         

         
         	RESTE, DIEUDONNE-FRANÇOIS (1879–1976)

         
         	
            Governor of Côte d’Ivoire from 1931 to 1935. Dieudonne-François Reste was sent to
               the colony to oversee recovery from the Great Depression and was instrumental in the expansion of the plantation economy. He was nominated by the settler population in 1945 as their candidate to the French
               Constituent Assembly (in the First Electoral College, for citizens) and won the election. However, in
               Paris, he took a moderate position on the question of forced labor, which cost him the support of his most conservative backers. In the second Constituent
               Assembly election of 1946, he lost to an avowed supporter of forced labor, Lieutenant
               Colonel Shock.
            

            
         

         
         	RICE

         
         	
            A traditional staple of the Kru peoples, generally not grown by the Akan. It has become the staple food in the diet of most Ivoirians, especially those living
               in urban areas. Rice production developed during 1920–40 because of urban and working-class
               demand, ease of transportation and conservation, and high nutritive value. It was
               grown in all regions by 1932, although in the east by Dyulas rather than Akan peoples. Because of the continued increase in urban demand, Côte
               d’Ivoire was importing over 100,000 tons of rice per year by 1971. Following the failure
               of the massive sugar projects in the north in the 1980s, two of the projects were converted to rice production,
               and output reached 687,000 tons in 1990–91. However, rapid urbanization necessitated
               continued large-scale imports. In 2009, the country imported 900,000 tons; in 2013,
               imports had reached 1,150,000 tons. The projection for 2014 is 1,200,000 tons.
            

            
             The country plans to quadruple rice output through a partnership agreement signed
               on 31 January 2013 with agricultural processor Louis Dreyfus Commodities. In 2010, the country produced 722,000 tons of
               rice; then down to 702,000 tons in 2011; the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)
               estimated that 725,000 tons were produced in 2012. The project plan is to double both
               the amount of land devoted to rice production and the output from existing farmland,
               invest in irrigation infrastructure, and build a processing factory. Dreyfus and the
               Ivoirian state plan to invest 20 to 30 billion F CFA. Additionally, the government
               hopes to turn the country into a rice exporter within four years. It might very well
               succeed, especially with the new high-yielding seed varieties being tried out.
            

            
         

         
         	ROSE, JEAN

         
         	
            Self-proclaimed spokesman of French settlers in Côte d’Ivoire in the 1930s and 1940s
               and president of the Chamber of Commerce and of the Syndicat Agricole de la Côte d’Ivoire
               (SACI), from which Félix Houphouët-Boigny and others broke away to form the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA). Rose espoused very racist views; for instance, he asserted that left to their
               own, Africans would not work and needed to be compelled by force to do so. He was
               opposed to the reforms of the Front Populaire government. He welcomed the Vichy government’s colonial policies and organized politically against the Brazzaville initiatives of 1944. He was opposed to Governor André Jean Gaston Latrille’s reforms and worked to have him removed from office in late 1945 on suspicion of
               being a communist. Rose continued to organize the settlers against the elimination
               of forced labor and against African political participation, but by the time of the territorial elections
               of 1946, the majority of settlers had shifted to supporting more moderate candidates.
            

            
         

         
         	RUBBER

         
         	
            Ivoirian rubber production became important between 1896 and 1900, when an English
               merchant introduced an improved collection technique to the east bank of the Comoé River. The first producers were from the Gold Coast (poyofoué) or Sudanese who would pay local authorities for the right to tap trees. During this
               period, the value of wild rubber exported grew from 440,000 French francs to a whopping
               4,734,000 French francs. Colonial authorities began pressing their Ivoirian subjects
               into rubber production to encourage the trade caravans from the north to pass through
               Côte d’Ivoire rather than through the Gold Coast; the head tax was particularly successful in achieving this goal. By 1900, rubber was more valuable
               as an export commodity than all other products combined, and by 1907, two-thirds of
               the colony’s commercial activity derived from it. European buyers then began to look
               to Malay rubber plantations for their supply; at the same time, the Ivoirian tapping
               techniques were depleting the supply of the wild product. Thus, production dropped
               off sharply after 1912.
            

            
             The rubber industry was responsible for integrating the peoples of eastern Côte d’Ivoire
               into the cash economy and for inducing changes in land tenure like those introduced by cocoa production. Furthermore, because of the fall in the price of slaves as a result of
               Samory’s wars, slaves were introduced into rubber production; this mode of production supplanted
               the household unit base of activity, opening the way for new types of labor relations.
               Contemporary rubber production, largely from European-owned plantations around Dabou, is under the direction of the Société des Caoutchoucs de Côte d’Ivoire (SOCATCI).
            

            
             Between 1970 and 1980, production rose from 11,000 to 22,000 tons, and a new project
               was developed at Grand Béréby. The government’s goal was to overtake Liberia and become Africa’s largest rubber producer by the year 2000. The liberalization
               of the sector in the 1990s resulted in desubsidization by the state. Many observers
               expected smallholder rubber production to collapse. Instead, investments increased
               considerably; foreign capital also flowed into the sector, investing in both rubber
               plantations and processing plants. In 2008, Côte d’Ivoire produced 203,000 tons of
               natural rubber, more than half of which came from smallholder plantations. Rubber
               fever is currently very high. Production shot up to 235,048 tons in 2010 and to 256,000
               in 2012. According to one observer, “cocoa may not reign supreme for long.” There
               is evidence that rubber is attracting a great deal of interest and may soon become
               king of the country’s economy if prices remain as attractive as they are relative
               to cocoa and coffee.
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         	SAKO, SARAH FADIGA (1946–)

         
         	
            First vice president of the Assemblée Nationale. Sarah Fadiga Sako was born and raised in Touba, where she completed her elementary schooling before moving to Abidjan to pursue secretarial studies at the Collège Technique in Marcory. She continued
               her training at the École Supérieure Krybourg in Geneva, Switzerland, and received
               an advanced diploma in office management. In 1968, she went to work as office manager
               of the Ministry of the Interior but left shortly thereafter because her husband, an
               Ivoirian diplomat, was being posted abroad. Her husband’s diplomatic assignments meant
               that Sarah Sako then lived overseas for a number of years, in Rome, Italy; Copenhagen,
               Denmark; Washington and New York in the United States; and Rabat, Morocco. She organized
               cultural seminars to showcase Côte d’Ivoire and Africa on a regular basis. As a result,
               she developed important networks and also became very familiar with other cultures.
            

            
             She launched her political career when she returned home in 1997 by joining the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). She has since served the party in various capacities. She became a member
               of the National Executive Bureau of the Rassemblement des Femmes Républicains from
               1997 to 2012; she has been a member of the Conseil Politique of the RDR since 2005
               and of the directorate of the Rassemblement des Houphouëtistes pour la Démocratie et la Paix (RHDP) since 2005, and since 2006 the secretary general of the Grande Chancellerie
               of the RDR.
            

            
             Sarah Sako was elected deputy of Foungbesso, Djoman, Guintéguela, and Touba sub-prefectures
               in the December 2011 parliamentary elections. On 12 March 2012, she was elected first
               vice president of the Assemblée Nationale on the same ticket with Guillaume Soro. She won an overwhelming victory, with 224 of 248 votes with 24 abstentions, that
               is, 90.32 percent of the votes. Sarah Sako is also involved in humanitarian initiatives
               through the Bafing Soutra, her non-governmental organization (NGO). Since she founded
               it in June 2003, Bafing Soutra has assumed responsibility for the education of several
               children; it has also been involved in the fight against poverty and HIV/AIDS and
               the organization of women into cooperatives. Bafing Soutra has distributed agricultural
               inputs of various kinds to area farmers with the help of the UN’s Food and Agricultural
               Organization (FAO).
            

            
         

         
         	SALLER, RAPHAËL (1899–1976)

         
         	
            The first finance minister of Côte d’Ivoire (1960–66). An Antillean and French citizen,
               he was born in Le Marin, Martinique. He joined the colonial administration in 1920
               after completing secondary school in Martinique. He served in Guinea, Côte d’Ivoire, before taking over financial control of Cameroon in August 1940.
               He was promoted to colonial governor in 1942 and became governor of French Somaliland
               the same year; two years later, in March 1944, he became chief director in the office
               of the commissioner of colonies in Algiers. When René Pleven became minister of finance
               in General Charles de Gaulle’s cabinet in Paris following the liberation of France, Raphaël Saller was given responsibility
               for making the colonies more productive. He was elected to the Council of the Republic
               in November 1948 as an independent candidate, beating Fodé-Mamadou Touré with the
               support of the unions, thus representing Guinea in the French Senate. He lost his
               reelection bid in June 1955 to Fodé-Mamadou Touré. From there, he turned his attention
               to Ivoirian politics, was elected to the Legislative Assembly, then to the Assemblée Nationale until November 1960.
            

            
             Saller was highly regarded by Félix Houphouët-Boigny for his experience, business expertise, and contacts. As finance minister, Saller
               launched the country on its particular liberal development trajectory, relying on
               private, largely foreign, investment. He was succeeded by Henri Konan Bédié in the Ministry of Finance and Economy, and by Mohamed Diawara in Planning, neither of whom deviated from Saller’s economic script.
            

            
         

         
         	SAMATIGUILA

         
         	
            Village and sub-prefecture in the extreme northwest of Côte d’Ivoire, some 907 kilometers
               from Abidjan and about 40 kilometers north of Odienné. It was founded in the early 14th century through successive waves of migration by
               different families including Bérété, Diaby, Samassi, Cissé, Soumahoro, Savané, Touré,
               and so on, who were ethnically Malinke, Senufo, Sarakolé, and Peuls from the Mali Empire. It was also the birthplace of Vakaba Touré and an important center of Islamic learning in West Africa. The mosque in Samatiguila
               is believed to be the oldest in the country and features the Malinke architectural
               style.
            

            
             Samatiguila was one of three Ivoirian villages visited by René Caillié in 1827–28. When the French arrived, the marabouts of the village advised the king
               of Kabadugu not to ally with them, thinking that once installed, the French would never leave.
               The colonial administration was mindful of the hostility of the village to its rule.
               In 1922–23, a large part of the population demonstrated against the village chief,
               probably at the instigation of Muslim leaders. Ibrahima Touré, a descendant of Vakaba
               and Va Ahmadou, served as catalyst for resistance to colonial rule in that period, and again in
               1934. The current population of about 6,000 earns its livelihood by combining agriculture,
               trading, and animal husbandry.
            

            
         

         
         	SAMORY, TOURÉ (TURE) (1830–1900)

         
         	
            Malinke-Dyula leader who succeeded in establishing an empire that, between 1880 and 1900, extended
               over large parts of contemporary Guinea, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Côte d’Ivoire. Born about 1830 near Sanankoro, Guinea, Samory became a warrior
               and chief of Bissandougou (Mali). As he began to expand the area under his control,
               he ran into conflict with the French, who (around 1880) were establishing their influence
               in the Sudan. In 1889, he moved his armies south and east, entering Côte d’Ivoire.
               French military pressure forced him to move his headquarters to Dabakala, in northeastern Côte d’Ivoire, in 1893.
            

            
             The campaigns against him intensified in 1892–93, cutting off his arms supplies through
               Sierra Leone. He began looking for an arms route through Côte d’Ivoire, where the
               Baule were already selling him some arms. From 1894 on, he relied almost exclusively on
               the Baule for arms. He sent emissaries to the Dyula city of Kong in 1894. However, because Kong allied with the French against him, he attacked and
               burned it down in 1897. The French finally captured Samory on 29 September 1898 near
               Guélémou (Côte d’Ivoire) and sent him into exile in Gabon, where he died in 1900.
               Samory’s activities around Kong had a lasting impact, in that the area has remained
               relatively under-populated into modern times as a result of the uprooting of populations
               that resulted from his campaigns.
            

            
         

         
         	SAN PÉDRO

         
         	
            A port city located at the mouth of the San Pédro River in southwestern Côte d’Ivoire,
               about 65 kilometers from Sassandra, on the Gulf of Guinea. The port is designed to serve as a “pole of development”
               for the country’s western region. San Pédro was conceived in the Autorité pour l’Aménagement de la Région du Sud-Ouest (ARSO) plan of 1968, and construction began that year. Before then, San Pédro was
               a tiny village consisting of fewer than 100 inhabitants, mostly fishermen. The population exploded with the construction. It had reached 45,000, mostly in the unplanned quarter
               of Le Bardo, by 1980. In 1998, the population was 131,000. It is now 196,000.
            

            
             The port is the second most important after Abidjan. The first ships unloaded in the port in 1971. The port shipped 522,000 tons of cocoa beans, roughly half of the export volume, up from 435,000 in 2010. The volume increased
               to 625,000 tons of cocoa in 2012 and slightly more in 2013. San Pédro is the country’s
               main port for cocoa exports. Semi-processed cocoa, including liquor, cake, and chocolate,
               account for 18 to 20 percent of cocoa shipments; this figure was expected to rise
               to 25 percent in 2014. According to the port’s marketing director, traffic in all
               goods through San Pédro was expected to reach 3.5 million tons in 2013, up from 3.3
               million in 2012. However, exports consist mainly of hardwoods, which are also the
               town’s largest industry.
            

            
             There has been some successful diversification of exports. From 1971 to 1985, the
               traffic was 90 percent composed of timber. It is now composed of 80 percent coffee, cocoa, rubber, and processed wood exports, and 20 percent import of raw materials for cement products
               and wheat. Cocoa traffic now takes up 60 percent of the export traffic and about 48
               percent of the overall traffic. The plan is to expand the container terminal and to
               set up a 150 ha “logistical platform” for agribusiness companies. A railway is proposed from San Pédro to the iron ore deposits around Mount Nimba.
            

            
             Tourism is also an important and growing industry. Tourists come to enjoy recreational fishing
               and take advantage of the nightlife and beaches for which the town is also famous.
               The Taï National Park, renowned as one of the last sanctuaries of the pygmy hippopotamus
               and included on the World Heritage list of the United Nations Educational, Scientific,
               and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), lies to the northwest of San Pédro.
            

            
         

         
         	SANOGO, SEKOU (1921–1962)

         
         	
            An Ivoirian Malinke elected with Félix Houphouët-Boigny to the Grand Council of French West Africa in 1946. Along with Etienne Djaument, he was a leader of the Cartel Central that challenged the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in the 1952 Territorial Assembly election. He died shortly after Côte d’Ivoire
               achieved independence.
            

            
         

         
         	SANWI

         
         	
            A traditional Anyi kingdom located in the extreme southeast of Côte d’Ivoire, with its capital in the
               village of Krindjabo. Sanwi has demonstrated the strongest cohesion and maintenance of tradition of all
               the Anyi kingdoms. Early in the 19th century, Sanwi was a stable vassal state of the
               Asante Empire, but the relationship was broken by the French colonial intrusion. In
               1898, King Aka Simadou refused to provide manpower to maintain his section of the
               Aboisso–Bondoukou road, as the commercial activity of Aboisso, a vassal village to Sanwi, was beginning to rival that of the capital. He also tried
               to forbid European trading houses from opening offices in Aboisso. However, the village
               chief of Aboisso allowed the openings and Aka Simadou complained to the governor,
               but Aka Simadou was finally forced to give a concession to the Compagnie Française de Kong.
            

            
             Sanwi demonstrated its continued relevance and vitality on 3 May 1959, when King
               Amon Ndouffou III, acting on the counsel of his advisers, declared Sanwi independent
               of Côte d’Ivoire. Basing his action on an 1843 treaty between his ancestors and Edouard Bouët-Willaumez, the emissary of King Louis Philippe, Ndoffou sent a delegation to France to request protectorate status and to set up a provisional government. Ivoirian authorities
               arrested Amon Ndouffou and 412 of his subjects who were considered accomplices and
               sent them to prison. Many of his subjects fled into exile in Ghana. In 1961, President Félix Houphouët-Boigny declared a general amnesty: the prisoners were released and exiles were invited to
               return home. (Kwame Nkrumah had allowed the dissidents to set up a “government-in-exile”
               in Ghana.) However, there was renewed unrest in 1969, and government troops were again
               sent to Aboisso. After that experience, the royal family and its entourage stayed
               in exile in Ghana, only returning home in 1981. Sanwi is considered to be the most
               serious secessionist threat experienced by Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             In 1993, the kingdom gained notoriety of a different sort: it made Michael Jackson
               a member of the royal family and gave him the stool name “Prince Amalaman Anoh” in
               a colorful ceremony full of pomp and pageantry in Krindjabo. When Michael Jackson
               died in 2009, the kingdom requested the body for burial. Although the body was not
               brought down, Jackson was given a royal burial (in spirit) after a two-day funeral
               observance. In August 2009, Nana Amon N’Douffou V made Jesse Jackson the successor
               to Michael Jackson. He was enstooled and given the royal name Prince Nana Aka Essouin.
               The eldest son of Michael Jackson was also enstooled via webcast as Prince Michael
               Amalaman Anoh II on 16 February 2013.
            

            
         

         
         	SASSANDRA

         
         	
            Sub-prefecture at the mouth of the Sassandra River, with a population of 8,500 (1970) and 23,274 (2012) on the Atlantic coast. A wharf was built there
               in 1951, and Sassandra served as the principal port for the southwest region until
               the opening of San Pédro. The wharf at Sassandra was closed in 1971. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SASSANDRA RIVER

         
         	
            The Sassandra drains the area west of the Bandama River basin in Côte d’Ivoire. Its source is within the country, from the Tiemba River that
               begins between Odienné and Boundiali, uniting with the Férédougouba or Bagbé River from the Guinea highlands as the Sassandra. Its coastal estuary extends inland 16 kilometers. The
               mouth is obstructed by sandbars, current, and surf, but small boats are able to navigate
               it for about 80 kilometers inland. It is dammed at Buyo, forming the second-largest reservoir in the country.
            

            
         

         
         	SAWADOGO, ABDOULAYE (1933–)

         
         	
            Agronomist, civil servant, and university professor. Abdoulaye Sawadogo was born in Mali but became a citizen of Côte d’Ivoire. A Bambara and a Muslim, Sawadogo specialized in tropical agronomy. He studied at the French
               National Agriculture School in Montpellier, then completed his diploma in tropical
               agronomy in Paris. He was a senior civil servant in the Ministry of Agriculture from
               1961 to 1966. He was inducted into the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1966. From January 1966 to September 1968, he was minister delegate for
               agriculture, a post to which he was appointed at the age of 33, serving directly under
               President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, who assumed the mantle of minister of agriculture during that time. Houphouët-Boigny
               made Sawadogo his successor in the Ministry of Agriculture in 1968 but removed him
               in 1977 after criticizing economic mismanagement in key government ministries.
            

            
             With his political career essentially over, Sawadogo went to teach at the University
               of Abidjan. As an agronomist and a geographer, he did pioneering work at the university
               related to harmonious and sustainable economic and social development. He also served
               as leader of the Network for Environment and Sustainable Development in Africa (NESDA),
               the regional non-governmental organization (NGO) formerly known as the Club of Dublin
               and linked to the Global Coalition for Africa (GCA).
            

            
         

         
         	SAWEGNON, FABRICE (1972–)

         
         	
            Founder and chief executive officer (CEO) of Vodoo Communications. Fabrice Sawegnon
               was born in Marcory, Abidjan. A graduate of the École Supérieure de Commerce d’Abidjan (ESCA) in 1994, he went
               to work for Metalivoire/Jal Afrique, a roofing sheet and paints company, as brand
               manager. He branched into advertising, joining Panafcom Young & Rubicam. He served
               as group manager for two years, managing different accounts, including that of Nissan.
               He received regional exposure when he joined McCann-Erikson as account director for
               the Coca-Cola and Sprite account for 21 countries in West and East Africa.
            

            
             Apparently frustrated by the tendency of his Western clients to impose preconceived
               ad campaigns on local agencies without regard for African conditions, he decided to
               launch his own advertising agency, Voodoo, in 1999, with money borrowed from a paternal
               cousin, a successful businessman from Benin named Arnauld Houndété. In 2002, Voodoo
               successfully rebranded the “Ivoiris” telecom operation into “Orange.” That cemented
               Voodoo’s position in the marketplace: it won him the world medal for advertising in
               the francophone world in 2002. The company has since attracted some major clients,
               including telephone giant Orange, Air Côte d’Ivoire, the Yeshi Group, and Société
               Ivoirienne de Banque (SIB).
            

            
             Fabrice Sawegnon has built the Voodoo Group into a small empire consisting of three
               branches: Voodoo Communication for advertisements and communication; Voodoo Media
               involved in producing the magazines Life and Tycoon; and the Société de Divertissement d’Abidjan (SODA), which owns the historic Étoile
               restaurant and the nightclub Life Star.
            

            
             Sawegnon has also been making waves in the political arena: in addition to guiding
               the 2010 political campaign of President Alassane Ouattara, he engineered the political win of Mali’s Ibrahim Boubacar Keita in 2013. Voodoo
               Communication has become the premier political advertising agency in West Africa.
               Sawegnon and his company orchestrated the successful presidential campaigns of Mathieu
               Kérékou in Benin (2001), Gnassingbé Eyadema in Togo (2003), and Omar Bongo Ondimba
               in Gabon (2005). It is no wonder that Sawegnon has been called “le faiseur des présidents” (the maker of presidents, or kingmaker).
            

            
         

         
         	SAYE AKA, LAZARE AKA (1953–)

         
         	
            Formerly in charge of regional audiovisual development at the Radiodiffusion Télévision
               Ivoirienne (RTI), he served as secretary general of the RTI from 2004 to 2005. He
               was appointed interim chief executive of the RTI by President Alassane Ouattara in 2011; then, following a search conducted by Deloitte beginning in December 2011,
               he was appointed substantive director at the end of March 2012. For whatever reason,
               his position appeared to be tenuous at best from the very beginning. President Ouattara
               reassigned him to the presidency of the Administrative Council of the Agence Ivoirienne
               de Gestion des Fréquences (AIGF) in June 2013, replacing him with Ahmadou Bakayoko,
               his assistant.
            

            
         

         
         	SÉGUÉLA

         
         	
            Capital of the Worodougou region located in the northwest quadrant of the country.
               Legend has it that the town was founded by descendants of the famous Mali king Sundiata Kéita (the fair-colored king), especially those from the lineage of
               Massa Woulé, following the fall of the Mali Empire. They were apparently given specific
               instructions as to the exact location where they should settle, which was where they
               would come upon Ségué trees, hence the name Séguéla. Séguéla took on significance
               as a market town where Dyula traders exchanged salt and livestock for kola nuts from the forest region. Samory Touré devastated the town in 1893 and passed through there again in 1897. The population,
               currently estimated at 63,557 (2010), is predominantly Worodugu (related to the Dyula)
               and Muslim.
            

            
             Séguéla became the focus of attention during the civil war that began in 2002. It is one of the two main centers of diamond production in the
               country, and it lay within rebel territory. In 2005, the United Nations imposed an
               embargo on the export of rough diamonds from Côte d’Ivoire to prevent proceeds from
               diamond mining from fueling the conflict. Rough diamond production was estimated to
               range between 38,000 carats and 375,000 carats for the years 2006–10. It is estimated
               that Séguéla may hold as much as 10 million carats of rough diamonds.
            

            
         

         
         	SÉKA YAPO, ANSELME (?–)

         
         	
            Going by the alias Séka Séka, he was the aide-de-camp of former First Lady Simone Gbagbo. Former commander of the gendarmes, his name evoked sheer fear in the hearts of Ivoirians.
               He and three others stand accused of the assassinations of General Robert Guéï, his wife Rose, and five other members of his family in 2002. He is reported to have
               confessed to these crimes on 1 October 2012. He is also a person of interest and has
               been questioned in connection with the 2004 disappearance in Abidjan of French-Canadian journalist Guy-André Kieffer. He was linked to death squads that
               were involved in extra-judicial killings of comedian Camara Yéréféré and others during
               the presidency of Laurent Gbagbo.
            

            
             Loyal to the bitter end, Séka Séka was apparently in the bunker in the presidential
               palace on 11 April when the end came and was detained by Alassane Ouattara’s forces. It is still a mystery how he managed to secure his freedom and go into
               exile. It has been reported that he sold four of his luxury cars for cash and gave
               two to a military officer, rumored to be Commander Issiaka Ouattara, alias Wattao, which allowed him safe passage out of the country. Séka Yapo was arrested
               at the Félix Houphouët-Boigny airport on 15 October 2011 in transit from Lomé to Conakry, Guinea. There is speculation that he was on his way to Guinea to take delivery of airplanes
               to be used in a massive destabilization of Ouattara’s government and to overthrow
               it.
            

            
         

         
         	SENUFO (SENOUFO)

         
         	
            A people of Bambara origins, they inhabit the north-central area of Côte d’Ivoire and neighboring Mali and Burkina Faso, centered in Côte d’Ivoire on the city of Korhogo, their capital. The Senufo can be sub-divided into about 30 groups, which can then
               be categorized into anywhere from five to seven clusters, depending on geographic
               and historical affinity. They are classified by Sinali Coulibaly as, descending from
               north to south, the Tagbambele, Kassembele, Kiembabele, Nafambele, Kafibele, Fodonon-Kouflo,
               and Gbonzoro.
            

            
             According to Denise Paulme, the Senufo expanded into the Korhogo region from the
               north several centuries ago. With the decline of the Mali Empire, they expanded north
               to Sikasso (now Mali) and south to Bouaké, but their area of occupation was later reduced by Maninka and Baule incursions: fleeing Maninka domination in the 17th century, the Nafare and Tiembara Senufo crossed in large numbers to the left bank of the Bandama River. The rise of the kingdom of Kong in the 18th century forced them to cross back again. There they mixed with other
               Senufo already inhabiting the area, such as the Tanga and Fodonon. Under Nangen Sorho, they were organized hierarchically on the Maninka model into a powerful state around
               Korhogo. Here they maintained their independence through much of the 19th century
               under Chief Zouakonion. Their model of organization was emulated by other Senufo groups.
            

            
             In the 1870s, the Islamized Senufo kingdom of Sikasso set out to conquer those to
               the south. The villages of Guiembé and Niellé were destroyed around 1875; Sinématiali
               was conquered around 1883, attacked again in 1890, and finally destroyed in 1892,
               extending the rule of Sikasso south. Then the Zerma, warriors and traders from the
               Niger valley east of Niamey, attacked the Tagouana and Djimini, defeating the former and signing a truce with the latter. A second Zerma attack
               brought all the southern Senufo to arms, and the Zerma retreated to the frontier with
               the Baule (1895), where they founded Marabadiassa. The Zerma rallied to Samory Touré and attacked the Senufo again. From 1883 to 1898 the Senufo suffered greatly under
               the attacks and domination of Samory. The exception was Tiembara, whose chief, Gbon Coulibaly, shrewdly detached himself from Sikasso to ally with Samory. The contemporary heavy
               density of population around Tiembara is due to the absorption of Senufo refugees from areas under attack
               by Samory.
            

            
             Senufo villages are organized in complete independence of one another. The male secret
               society plays a major role in Senufo life. Initiation into it is preceded by a cycle
               of three periods: childhood, adolescence, and adulthood, with a rite of passage between
               each and the whole cycle taking up almost the first 30 years of life. When initiation
               is complete, the adult male is no longer obligated to perform agricultural work, and he becomes one of the elders whom the chief consults on major decisions.
               Each village identifies a sacred forest, in and from which ritual activities are initiated.
               Senufo wooden masks and statues are among the most renowned in Africa. The term Senufo is a Manding translation of Senambele, that is, “those who speak Syenar.”
            

            
             Islamization of the Senufo began before the colonial period and has continued until
               the present time, but it has spread more rapidly among the chiefs than among the general
               population, currently estimated at 1.7 million, or about 10 percent of the population
               of Côte d’Ivoire. Groups of Dyula live in enclaves in many Senufo villages.
            

            
         

         
         	SERY, BAILLY (ALSO ZACHARIE SERY BAILLY) (1948–)

         
         	
            Prominent academic, columnist, essayist, and former cabinet minister. Professor Bailly
               Sery was born in Abidjan. A member of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) since 1993, he was appointed to the government on 4 January 2000 as minister
               of higher education and scientific research; he was elected deputy of Daloa on the ticket of the FPI in the December 2000 election and then appointed minister of communication in August 2002. He left the government
               in March 2003, ceding his ministerial position to Guillaume Soro when the rebels were brought into the government in accordance with the Linas-Marcoussis
               Accord.
            

            
             A professor of English at the University of Abidjan, the public became acquainted with him through his column, “Chroniques
               de notre temps,” in the weekly magazine Notre Temps (1991–94). At the university, he was named dean of the research team responsible
               for literature and civilization (1998–2000). He is president of the Harris Memel-Fotê–Jean Jaurès Foundation in Abidjan as well as vice president of the Academy of Sciences,
               Arts, and Cultures of Africa and the African Diaspora (ASCAD).
            

            
             Sery was a student activist who was detained for the first time for his political
               activities in 1971 and spent two years in prison in Séguéla, 500 kilometers north of Abidjan, in the company of Laurent Gbagbo. Following his release, he continued his studies and earned a Ph.D. in English. While
               he is clearly on the Ivoirian left, Sery is also hard to pigeonhole politically. He
               was a strong defender of the Syndicat National de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (SYNARES), the faculty union to which he belonged. He is also a founding member of
               the Ligue Ivoirienne des Droits de l’Homme (LIDHO) and even presided over the organization’s Administrative Council (1990–97).
            

            
             And yet, remarkably, whereas other FPI colleagues have refused to cooperate with
               the current government, he agreed to serve on the Commission Dialogue, Vérité et Réconciliation (CDVR); he has become an eloquent and passionate advocate of peace and reconciliation,
               encouraging his former colleagues to return home from exile and participate in the
               ongoing political process and dialogue. He is also a critic of zouglou, the popular musical genre that grew out of the university milieu.
            

            
         

         
         	SERY (SERI) GNOLEBA, MAURICE (1935–)

         
         	
            Former minister of state, he is a graduate of the French National School of Treasury
               Services. He was also formerly minister of industry and plan, from 1974 to 1981, then
               minister of trade, minister of the plan and industry from 1981 to 1985, and again
               minister of trade from 1985 to 1990. A member of the Executive Committee as well as
               of the “Comité des Sages” of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), he was considered one of the party’s ethnic Kru-Bété leaders.
            

            
             In 2009, ex-president Henri Konan Bédié became upset with Sery Gnoleba and threatened to kick him out of the party for fraternizing
               with his chief adversary, Laurent Gbagbo. Sery Gnoleba had been a kind of spiritual father to Gbagbo who co-opted him into
               the campaign as a member of the “high political council” and charged him with overseeing
               his entire campaign team. He also signed on as a member of the Congrès National de
               la Résistance pour la Démocratie (CNRD) along with Bernard Binlin Dadié. Although he is currently in poor health, he is the honorary president of the national
               Olympic committee of Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	SHEA (KARITE) BUTTER

         
         	
            The shea tree (Butyrospermum parkii), from which the nut is gathered, grows in northern Côte d’Ivoire. Inside the nut
               is a fatty substance from which shea butter is made. This product is used for cooking
               oil, lamps, body lotion, and hair-dressing oil. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SIDY (SIDI) DIALLO, AUGUSTIN (1959–)

         
         	
            Owner-operator of a football academy and president of the Fédération Ivoirienne de
               Football (FIF) since he was elected on 10 September 2011. Born in Adjamé into a football family, football runs in Sidy Diallo’s blood. He is the son of Abdoulaye
               Diallo, founding member of the Stella Football Club of Adjamé. He is a staff member
               and financial sponsor of Stella. From 1991 to 1994, he served as vice president of
               the FIF and president of the selection committee of the national team, the Eléphants.
               The team went on to win the Africa Cup of Nations in 1992 but finished third with
               bronze in 1994. Since 1999, he has run the Académie de Football Amadou Diallo (AFAD).
            

            
             Sidy Diallo had high hopes that 2012 would be the year of the Eléphants, the year
               they would bring home the Africa Cup of Nations they had won for the first and only
               time 20 years earlier. The national team qualified for the World Cup in Brazil in
               2014 but failed to get out of the group stage. Bitterly disappointed in the performance
               of the Eléphants, Ivoirians demanded Sidy Diallo’s resignation. At a press conference
               on 31 July 2014, Sidy Diallo said he would not resign; he had been elected until August
               2015, and he intended to complete his mandate. Nevertheless, he said he understood
               the pain and anger of Ivoirians, but asked for their patience and support.
            

            
         

         
         	SIE, HIEN YACOUBA (1964–)

         
         	
            Chief executive officer (CEO) of the Port Autonome d’Abidjan (PAA) since he was appointed by President Alassane Ouattara on 17 December 2010 during the post-election crisis to replace the wealthy Marcel
               Gossio, a staunch ally of ex-president Laurent Gbagbo. Hien Sié was born in the lagoon resort town of Adiaké in southeastern Côte d’Ivoire.
               He graduated from the École Nationale Supérieur des Travaux Publiques (ENSTP) in 1992
               with a public works engineering degree. After graduation, he joined the engineering
               company Franzetti-Ci, where he was in charge of the office of feasibility studies
               and work sites coordination.
            

            
             Two years later, he was hired by the department of maritime studies of the PAA to
               head its division of technical studies. He served as director of works and maintenance
               between 2000 and 2006. In 2006, he was made counselor in charge of risk prevention,
               a position he held until he became the CEO. Hien Sie was elected president of the
               Communauté Portuauire d’Abidjan (CPA) in September 2011. He also serves as vice president
               of the Association de Gestion des Ports d’Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre (AGPAOC)
               and first vice president of the International Cargo Handling Coordination Association
               (ICHCA), representing the African Canaries since 2012. He is also mayor of his hometown,
               Adiaké.
            

            
             Among the challenges facing Hien Sie is persuading businesses in neighboring landlocked
               countries to once again transit their imports and exports through the port after the
               disruptions they experienced during the lost decade of civil unrest in the country.
               He seems to have had some success; the businesses are gradually coming back. His other
               challenge is structural: the inability of the Vridi channel to handle larger ships.
               Under his leadership, Côte d’Ivoire secured an $875 million loan from China’s Eximbank
               for the construction of a second container terminal at the PAA.
            

            
         

         
         	SIKA, PAUL (1985–)

         
         	
            Ivoirian fashion designer, advertising photographer, and creative director/artist.
               He was born in Abidjan on 7 January 1985. He went to the United Kingdom to study software engineering at
               the University of Westminster (2003–7). He had his mind set on making video games
               until he had an epiphany watching the trailer for The Matrix Reloaded. He purchased a camera, began taking photographs, and moved back to Abidjan. He pursued
               freelance photography in 2008. In 2009, he was awarded a Chinua Achebe Center Fellowship
               by Bard College in New York.
            

            
             His work is described as “eye-catching explosions of color, falling somewhere between
               cinema and photography.” Because he considers his work a cross between photography
               and filmmaking, he coined the term photomaking to describe it, to underscore that
               his photography is heavily influenced by filmmaking. Paul Sika is a self-described
               “motion picture director using a still photo camera.” He says his “method is not to
               push boundaries, but to express my imagination to its fullest and tell beautiful stories.”
               Asked why he chooses to work in such bold, bright colors and create images that look
               more like painting, he responded, “Color is an element of my storytelling as important
               as the shapes of objects and lighting of the scene. . . . The colors I use also grab
               people’s attention: in a busy world where we move fast and are bombarded by visual,
               audio, and other sensory stimuli, they shout at the viewer’s mind, and work to create
               the fraction of silence in the observer necessary to start the conversation.”
            

            
             Paul Sika is quite bullish about the future of Ivoirian art. In his words, the Abidjan arts scene “is burgeoning and teeming. . . . I’m convinced
               we are going to witness the type of revolution that the soccer world has known with
               the generation of players such as Didier Drogba, Yaya Touré, Kole Touré, and Emmanuel Eboué.” His photo and prose book, At the Heart of Me, was recently released and became an Amazon art bestseller.
            

            
         

         
         	SLAVERY

         
         	
            Because the coastal area was not densely populated and there were no major slave-trading
               empires immediately inland, early slaving operations focused on other parts of the
               Guinea Coast. The slave trade was fed in the 19th century by Samory’s campaigns and internal wars in Côte d’Ivoire. Samory exchanged prisoners as slaves
               with the forest peoples for arms, gunpowder, and food. Pacification provoked inter-ethnic
               warfare in which slaves were taken and were reported sold as late as 1904, and clandestinely
               even later at Grand Lahou and Jacqueville. With the abolition of the slave trade, former slaves were gradually integrated through
               marriage into the societies in which they lived.
            

            
         

         
         	SOCIALIST PARTY (SFIO) OF CÔTE D’IVOIRE

         
         	
            The Ivoirian Socialist Party was organized in August 1937 in Abidjan, encouraged by the liberalizing of colonial policy by the Front Populaire government.
            

            
         

         
         	SOCIÉTÉ COMMERCIALE DE L’OUEST AFRICAIN (SCOA)

         
         	
            A major French trading company established in Côte d’Ivoire in 1907 by the merger
               of the Ryff and Roth establishments, in association with the Banque de l’Union Parisienne.
               It formed the Société Agricole Africaine to develop palm oil and banana plantations. After independence, SCOA continued to expand its operations in the country.
               In the late 1950s, the company created a chain of 150 retail outlets known as Chaine
               Avion, with a trademark airplane logo, that remained in operation until the early
               1980s. By 1978, SCOA had 23 subsidiaries in Côte d’Ivoire with 5,000 employees. It
               was the second-largest enterprise in the country, with a turnover valued at $257 million.
               Three subsidiary presidents were members of the Political Bureau of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). In the late 1980s, the economic downturn, structural adjustment liberalization
               policies, and the imposition of import taxes, which hit hardest the large, formally
               organized and operated companies, forced large cutbacks in SCOA’s consumer goods imports
               and wholesale distribution activities.
            

            
         

         
         	SOCIÉTÉ D’ASSISTANCE TECHNIQUE POUR LA MODERNISATION AGRICOLE (SATMACI)

         
         	SOCIÉTÉ D’ASSISTANCE TECHNIQUE . . . (SATMACI)

         
         	
            The state technical extension service designed to modernize and increase coffee and cocoa production. SATMACI was established in 1958 as the regional development agency for
               the Center Zone and was meant to benefit smallholders involved in coffee and cocoa
               production. A major effort was initiated in the 1960s and 1970s to replace old trees
               with new high-yielding varieties. However, by 1986 the proportion of hybrid plantings
               totaled only 18 percent of all planted and harvested areas. No more than 15 percent
               of the region’s farmers were involved in SATMACI programs. In March 1994, SATMACI
               was dissolved, its place taken by the Agence Nationale d’Appui au Développement Rural
               (ANADER), created on 29 September 1993.
            

            
         

         
         	SOCIÉTÉ INDIGENE DE PREVOYANCE (SIP)

         
         	
            It has its origins in the drought that devastated Algeria in 1891–92. The idea behind
               it was to stock grain so that it could be used to mitigate another natural disaster,
               including locust infestation, as had happened, also in Algeria, in March 1885. The
               idea of preparing for a rainy day, as it were, was then exported to other parts of
               the French Empire. Established in 1926 in Côte d’Ivoire to provide security against
               seed and food shortages among the African population, SIPs became general-purpose
               agricultural organizations. Membership and a supporting tax were obligatory where an SIP was organized.
               Local colonial administrators had almost complete discretion over the use of SIP funds,
               and they were frequently used for purposes other than those for which they were formally
               intended. Since independence, Côte d’Ivoire has chanelled the idea of the SIPs contributing
               to community and national development through modern cooperative movements such as
               the Sociétés Mutuelles de Production Rurale (SMPR), the Société Mutuelles de Développement
               Rural (SMDR), and the Groupements à Vocation Coopérative (GVC).
            

            
         

         
         	SOCIÉTÉ IVOIRIENNE DES CHEMINS DE FER

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	SOCIÉTÉS D’ÉTAT (STATE ENTERPRISES)

         
         	
            The institutional manifestations of the Ivoirian development policy of “state capitalism.”
               Ivoirian state-owned enterprises often had acronym titles beginning with “SODE” (Société de Développement). Although set up by the government, with their equity
               fully owned by the state, they enjoyed extensive budgetary and managerial autonomy.
               They became increasingly important in the Ivoirian economy, with an annual investment growth rate of 25 percent between 1965 and 1974. In 1965,
               public enterprise investment was less than one-half the amount in the government budget,
               but they came to take a larger share of the budget by 1974. They also experienced
               phenomenal growth in numbers, from 5 in 1960, to 31 in the late 1960s, to 84 in 1977.
            

            
             They also came under criticism in the 1970s, first from the World Bank and then from
               President Félix Houphouët-Boigny himself, for inefficiency, excessive independence, and poor financial management.
               Their chief executives were politically powerful individuals, and they resisted reform
               rather successfully. However, in 1980 all but 9 of the 36 autonomous state corporations
               were eliminated. The total number of such institutions dropped from 84 to 72, with
               some of them maintained but funded under the state budget. Another 15 companies are
               currently scheduled to be sold either outright or with the government’s stake in them
               considerably reduced.
            

            
         

         
         	SODE

         
         	
            Common abbreviated form of société de développement, a type of state corporation created as a result of the 1971–75 development plan
               to increase smallholder participation in the cultivation of various agricultural products. A separate SODE was created for each product. However, according to Jean-Pierre
               Chauveau and Jacques Richard, as well as Anee-Marie Pillet-Schwartz, the SODEs have
               aided large-scale agro-industry more than they have the small farmers who have become
               dependent on them. Having intervened in and damaged or destroyed the traditional production
               and marketing systems, the SODEs have not provided a satisfactory alternative to them.
            

            
         

         
         	SOMPÉ (SOMBE)

         
         	
            Small, uniform pieces of iron that served as traditional units of currency in the
               colonial cercles of the Guro and Haut-Sassandra and in the southern part of the Séguéla cercle, that is, in the Ivoirian center-west. Sompé were used in commercial exchange between
               the forest and savanna peoples, especially in the kola trade. They began to be supplanted by colonial currency in the 1920s.
            

            
         

         
         	SORGHUM

         
         	
            A traditional cereal food crop of the northern Ivoirian savanna region, grown essentially
               in the same areas as millet, but especially important to the Lobi and Kulango. Production had reached 47,000 tons in 2010, dipped slightly to 45,100 in 2011, and
               bounced back to 48,800 tons in 2012. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SORO, GUILLAUME KIGBAFORI (1972–)

         
         	
            Leader of the rebel movement, minister of state, prime minister, and author, he is
               currently the president of the Assemblée Nationale. Guillaume Soro is a Senufo born on 8 May 1972 in the village of Kofiplé in the sub-prefecture of Diawala in
               the département of Ferkessédougou in the Savanes region of the north. His parents, both deceased, were Muslim, although
               Soro is a practicing Catholic; he attended the junior Catholic seminary in Katiola in 1985 and then Lyceé Classique in Bouaké in 1988. A graduate of the University of Abidjan-Cocody with a degree in English, he was a student activist and a member of the radical student
               movement, the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI). He was secretary general of FESCI (1994–98), only to be succeeded by Charles Blé Goudé, his current nemesis and leader of the “Jeunes Patriotes.”
            

            
             Imprisoned several times for his political activism, Guillaume Soro went into exile
               in France in 1998 and attempted to continue his studies. He returned to Abidjan just weeks before the 24 December 1999 coup that toppled President Henri Konan Bédié and brought General Robert Guéï to power. He founded the Forum International des Étudiants Francophones (FIEF) and
               was sympathetic to the aspirations of the coup makers. He also flirted briefly with
               Laurent Gbagbo’s Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI) and was even put in charge of the youth wing. He turned against the junta and
               joined the forum of opposition political parties led by the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) of former Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara.
            

            
             Soro signed up as an RDR candidate for the December 2000 parliamentary election.
               However, he abandoned his electoral quest following violent clashes between supporters
               of the RDR and the FPI in October and December, which led to the decision by the RDR
               to boycott the December poll. Soro resurfaced after the failed coup of 19 September
               2002, which degenerated into a full-scale rebellion resulting in the partition of
               the country in two, the north controlled by the rebel Mouvement Patriotique de Cote d’Ivoire (MPCI) led by Soro, and the south held by Gbagbo’s government. On 22 December 2002,
               Soro’s MPCI merged with two other rebel movements in western Côte d’Ivoire to form
               the Forces Nouvelles de Côte d’Ivoire (FNCI).
            

            
             Aptly described by Joan Baxter of the BBC as a “charming rebel,” the low-key and
               affable Soro presented the non-threatening or reassuring political face of the rebellion
               to the outside world, managing brilliantly to garner international legitimacy and
               respectability for the Forces Nouvelles. Although there was no love lost between Gbagbo
               and Soro, the latter agreed to serve in the government headed by “consensus” prime
               minister Seydou Elimane Diarra, as mandated by the Linas-Marcoussis Accord signed between the rebels, the government,
               and all the major political parties in January 2003. He was made minister of state, minister of communications from March
               2003 to December 2005. He was dismissed, along with two other ministers, from the
               cabinet by Gbagbo after a violent crackdown on opposition demonstrations in March
               2004. Soro denounced the dismissals as a coup against the Linas-Marcoussis agreement.
               He was reinstated on 9 August 2004. When Charles Konan Banny replaced Seydou Diarra as prime minister with a mandate from the international mediators
               to disarm the party militias and rebels and organize elections, Banny reappointed
               Soro as minister of state in charge of reconstruction and reintegration on 28 December
               2005.
            

            
             Unhappy with the lack of progress toward a final resolution of the conflict and anxious
               to reunite the country under his presidency, Gbagbo took a gamble by entering into
               direct, face-to-face negotiations with Soro, brokered by President Blaise Compaoré of Burkina Faso. They resulted in the signing of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement on 4 March 2007 under which Soro became the prime minister effective 29 March 2007.
               Soro named his 32-member cabinet on 7 April and, on 13 April, apologized “to everyone
               and on behalf of everybody” for the harm the rebellion had caused. On 27 June 2007,
               Soro escaped an assassination attempt when rockets were fired at his plane while it
               sat on the tarmac in rebel-controlled Bouaké. While Soro was unharmed, 4 people were
               killed and 10 others were injured. Ibrahim Coulibaly, alias IB, was widely believed to be behind the assassination attempt.
            

            
             Prime Minister Soro and President Gbagbo returned to Bouaké to light the ceremonial
               “flame of peace” to symbolize the end of the civil war on 30 July 2007. Tensions increased,
               however, especially as the country inched closer to the 2010 elections. President
               Gbagbo dissolved both the government and the independent electoral management body,
               the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI), triggering a series of rolling anti-Gbagbo
               protest demonstrations that sometimes turned violent. With the help of Blaise Compaoré,
               the peace process was put back on the rails; Gbagbo reappointed Soro the prime minister,
               and Soro formed a new government on 23 February 2010. The CEI was also reinstated
               but with a new president.
            

            
             Soro resigned his position when the Constitutional Council reversed the decision
               of the CEI and declared Gbagbo president-elect. Alassane Ouattara appointed Soro prime
               minister after he was sworn in as president. From 2011 to 2012, he combined the post
               of minister of defense with that of prime minister. It is in the latter capacity that
               he resolved the challenge posed by the parallel or shadow government that Ibrahim
               Coulibaly was creating by giving him an ultimatum to disarm and submit to the authority
               of his government. When IB failed to comply, Soro sent the Forces Républicaines de
               Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI) after him, killing him in combat on 27 April 2011.
            

            
             Soro was elected deputy of Ferkessédougou in the December 2011 parliamentary election. He stepped down as prime minister in
               favor of Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) on 9 March 2012. A few days later, on 12 March 2012, he was unanimously elected
               president of the Assemblée Nationale, along with Madame Sarah Fadiga Sako, as his first vice president.
            

            
             Soro was given a prisoner-of-conscience status in 1995 and named Man of the Year
               in Côte d’Ivoire in 1997 by Amnesty International. In 2005, he published a collection
               of essays entitled Pourquoi je suis devenu un rebelle.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUBRÉ

         
         	
            Town on the site of a French military post created in 1907 in the Bété territory of Soubouo. It was situated above the limit of navigation on the Sassandra River (the Nawa falls). As an important base for French military penetration of the north
               and west and a logistical relay on the way to the base at Sassandra, it was an important element in the “pacification” plan of Governor Gabriel Angoulvant. In 1910, it was made the administrative post of the cercle of Bas-Sassandra, but it lost that designation to Sassandra in 1915 and fell into
               decline. However, Soubré is on the proposed San Pédro–Man axis of development. The population of the town has grown from 7,016 in 1975 to 58,000 in 1988, but has stagnated since
               then and is currently estimated at 58,494.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUMAHORO, YOUSSOUF (1964–)

         
         	
            Financial analyst, auditor, and politician. Youssouf Soumahoro is an ethnic Bambara. He graduated from the Lycée Scientifique de Yamoussoukro in 1985. He then enrolled in the faculty of mathematics and physics at the University of Abidjan-Cocody. He transferred to the École Supérieure de Commerce d’Abidjan (ESCA), taking advantage of an exchange program with Brighton Polytechnic in the
               United Kingdom to complete his studies there in 1991 with a focus on finance, accounting,
               and auditing. He also completed an internship at Arthur Anderson from March to August
               1990.
            

            
             Following his studies, Youssouf Soumahoro joined the Cabinet International Audit
               et d’Expertise Comptable (IADEC) as an auditor from October 1991 to August 1992. From
               September 1992 to March 1993, he worked for Price Waterhouse, again as an auditor.
               Since then, he has had a rich and varied professional experience. From March 1993
               to June 1994, he oversaw the building of lecture halls under phase II of the professional
               secondary schools project under which five schools were built and equipped with a
               loan from the African Development Bank (AfDB). He joined the Banque Ouest Africain de Développement (BOAD) in Lomé, Togo,
               from July 1994 to July 1996, followed by a stint with the AfDB as project manager
               for a health and blood bank initiative (September 1996 to January 1997). He then landed
               a position as a consultant to the cabinet of the Ministry of Plan and Industrial Development
               as it contemplated the establishment of a Banque de Financement de l’Industrie en
               Côte d’Ivoire. From March 2000 to January 2002, he was the administrative and financial
               head of the Agence des Télécommunications de Côte d’Ivoire (ACTI).
            

            
             During the rebellion, Youssouf Soumahoro joined the western Mouvement pour la Justice et la Paix (MJP). He was brought into the cabinet as minister of technical education and vocational
               training in March 2003 but was relieved of his duties in May 2004. He returned to
               the government as minister of commerce under Guillaume Soro from April 2007 to 2010. Youssouf Soumahoro was a controversial minister of commerce,
               but he insists that people do not like him because he is too blunt.
            

            
         

         
         	SOUS-PREFECTURE

         
         	
            The basic level of Ivoirian administration, based on the French model. The number
               of sub-prefectures has changed over time. At the end of 1979, there were 163 sub-prefectures
               in Côte d’Ivoire. On 24 October 2011, the number was increased to 497. Twelve new
               sub-prefectures were created at a cabinet meeting on 4 July 2012 presided over by
               President Ouattara, bringing the total number of sub-prefectures to 510. The move
               reflects the Ouattara government’s goal to further decentralize the governance of
               the country in order to accelerate sustainable and effective development. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	STOCK EXCHANGE

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PROGRAM (SAP)

         
         	
            Along with virtually all the other African governments, Côte d’Ivoire was forced to
               deal with mounting national debt by adopting a “structural adjustment program” following
               guidelines of the International Monetary Fund. The first Ivoirian SAP dates from 1981,
               with renewals every year from 1983 to 1989 and also in 1991. Countries in the franc zone could not adopt one of the central features of most SAPs, currency devaluation, because
               of the fixed exchange rate and complete convertibility between the CFA franc and the
               French franc. However, France finally decided to devalue the CFA franc by 50 percent in January 1994.
            

            
             Another key element of the SAP that Côte d’Ivoire could not escape was economic liberalization.
               The Ivoirian economy was opened to increased liberalization—the banking system and
               the cocoa-coffee market were open to greater competition; some state-owned enterprises were liquidated
               or sold to private interests, whether local or foreign, and the government reduced
               its stake in others. Privatization went hand in hand with the retrenchment of some
               public sector employees. State withdrawal as a result of the SAP resulted in increased
               unemployment, adding fuel to the social discontent in the 1980s, which culminated
               in the unraveling of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s political project and the emergence of multi-partyism. In a real sense, the SAP
               has become the new norm or the new realism in Côte d’Ivoire and elsewhere. It is interesting
               to note that the architects of the SAP are the ones who are back in power in Abidjan. Moreover, they continue to pursue economic reforms, including privatization and/or
               liquidation of remaining state-owned enterprises. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	SUGAR

         
         	
            Because foreign exchange was being expended on the importation of sugar, the government
               decided to begin a domestic production program in 1983 to meet domestic demand, to
               provide an additional product for export, and to generate employment and income opportunities
               for producing communities in the north. The local response was very positive. Ivoirian
               sugar production rose from 4,500 tons in 1974 to 53,700 in 1979 to 168,000 tons in
               1981–82, of which 108,000 tons were exported. The government pumped public investments
               into six sugar complexes, but they had operating costs two to three times the world
               market price for sugar. Thus, sugar was exported at a price substantially below production
               cost. In the late 1980s, the program was severely curtailed; indeed, only two of the
               sugar complexes were allowed to stay open.
            

            
             The industry underwent a restructuring and privatization in the 1990s. Sucrerie Africaine
               Côte d’Ivoire (SUCAF Côte d’Ivoire), set up in 1997, was one outcome. It became part
               of the French family-owned agro-food company Société d’Organisation de Management
               et de Développement des Industries Alimentaires et Agricoles (SOMDIAA), which controls
               eight sugar-manufacturing plants in francophone Africa, including the two in Côte
               d’Ivoire, both located in Ferkessédougou in the north. The Ferké 1 and the Ferké 2 are located 35 kilometers apart, with the
               Ferké 1 plant producing white granulated sugar and lump sugar, and Ferké 2 producing
               brown granulated sugar. The area of sugarcane farming covers 14,600 hectares spread
               across the two sites. SUCAF Côte d’Ivoire sources sugarcane from its own irrigated
               farming operations as well as from village communities. Both sites are capable of
               harvesting 1 million tons of sugarcane, yielding 105,000 tons of sugar. The company
               reports on its website that SUCAF Côte d’Ivoire broke production records in 2011 and
               2012.
            

            
         

         
         	SYLLA, MASSOGONA (1976–)

         
         	
            A model, photographer, and artist. A young Parisian, she was sent to Côte d’Ivoire
               at the age of 5 until she was 18 years old. When she returned to Paris, she first
               took up the study of photography but was soon drawn to collages. Described as “passionate,
               playful, and modern,” Sylla had always been attracted to the art world. Even as a child, she enjoyed visiting museums. It is reported that she raved
               about museum paintings and became interested in all forms of art, whether classic
               or street. Growing up, she tried to create her own art, first as a model, then on
               the other side of the camera, as a photographer. The artists that have influenced
               her work include Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso, David Lachapelle, Jean-Paul Goude, and
               Jean-Michel Basquiat. She may also have Malian heritage.
            

            
         

         
         	SYLLA, YACOUBA (1906–1988)

         
         	
            An Ivoirian merchant, Muslim reformer, and young follower of Cheick Ahmad Hamallah,
               who was exiled to Côte d’Ivoire from Mali in the 1920s, and who introduced a version of the Mouride Qadriya emphasizing the
               religion of labor; this belief system came to be known as Hamallism. Yacouba Sylla apparently caused such a stir in the town of Kaédi in Mauritania in
               August 1929 with his message of religious and social reform that, in December 1929,
               he was deported to Sassandra by the French colonial authorities and then placed in detention in January 1930.
               His followers, known as the “Yacoubists,” numbered over 600 people. They were attacked
               in the streets of the Kaédi, their homes burned and their shops looted.
            

            
             According to Sean Hanretta, Sylla moved to Gagnoa in 1939. He established a center for Sufi devotional practices and turned to commerce
               and plantation agriculture. He gathered his followers around him to form a new community; they established a
               series of successful plantations and a transport company. He became widely known throughout
               much of West Africa by the 1940s as a successful merchant and an important religious
               teacher. He became friends with Félix Houphouët-Boigny and his Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA) and the pro-independence Union Soudanaise–RDA (US-RDA) in Mali. Indeed,
               Sylla became the RDA leader in Gagnoa.
            

            
             Hanretta writes that “Yacouba Sylla was an important, if unobtrusive, figure in Côte
               d’Ivoire in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s.” When he passed away on 11 August 1988, he
               left an influential community but little private wealth. His followers shunned all
               personal property and, instead, shared all possessions in common and maintained a
               tight solidarity.
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT AGRICOLE AFRICAIN (SAA)

         
         	
            Organization of Ivoirian planters, established in 1944 by Félix Houphouët-Boigny, Auguste Denise, and six others in a break with the European-planter-dominated Syndicat Agricole
               de la Côte d’Ivoire. The SAA, forerunner of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), was at first dominated by Baule and Anyi planters, and by the wealthier among them. However, in order to challenge colonial
               policy more effectively, the SAA waged a successful recruitment drive among small
               farmers and reached a membership of 1,600 by late 1944, expanded to 20,000 in 1947.
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT DES AGENTS DU RESEAU ABIDJAN-NIGER

         
         	
            A railroad workers’ union, formed in 1937 in Côte d’Ivoire in the wake of the Front Populaire reforms.
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT DES CHEMINOTS AFRICAINS

         
         	
            A railroad workers’ union formed before World War II. There were about 5,000 members
               in 1947 in cities all along the Régie des Chemins de Fer Abidjan-Niger (RAN). When the entire governing bureau was arrested during a 1946 strike, Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) leaders Jean Delafosse and Philippe Francheschi met with the governor to secure
               their release. This was an important event in the process of bringing union leaders
               into the party. The short and poorly organized strike of 1946 was followed by a more
               successful one in 1947 that is celebrated by Ousmane Sembene in Les bouts de bois de Dieux (God’s bits of wood).
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT DES COMMERCANTS ET TRANSPORTEURS AFRICAINS

         
         	
            A union formed in 1945, with about 250 members by 1947. Most members were Dyula or Senegalese, with substantial economic resources and a good communications network
               even in remote rural regions. Several leaders became active in independence politics:
               Phillippe Vierra joined the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and Fattoh Ellingan the Parti Progressiste de la Côte d’Ivoire (PPCI).
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT DES FONCTIONNAIRES INDIGENES DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE

         
         	
            A union of government workers formed in 1937 in the wake of the Front Populaire (FP) reforms, by natives in the principal towns of the colony.
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT DU PERSONNEL ENSEIGNANT AFRICAIN

         
         	
            A teachers’ union organized after World War II. Its leaders, Djibo Sounkalo, Ayemou
               Niangoran, Kouassi Kouaido, and B. Sangaret, all were also active in the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI).
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT NATIONAL DE LA RECHERCHE ET DE L’ENSEIGNEMENT SUPERIEUR (SYNARES)

         
         	
            Founded by Professor Francis Romain Vangah Wodié in 1980 in opposition to government policies, especially concerning education, the
               union of university and secondary school teachers became the focal point of political
               activity against the regime in the 1980s. About 130 of the 300 SYNARES members were
               arrested in 1990 for staging a strike near the presidency. The union also came to
               the defense of the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI) and students when 60 of them from the University of Abidjan-Cocody were dismissed on 25 September 1990 for staging demonstrations on campus. SYNARES
               demanded the repeal of the decision and the withdrawal of the security forces from
               campus. The union again organized a strike in mid-1991 to protest security measures
               on campuses. The union sought to represent the conscience of Ivoirians. The government
               did its level best to bring the union under state control and make it more docile.
            

            
             More recently (24 June 2012), SYNARES took the government of President Alassane Ouattara to task for fixing the date for the reopening of schools in the aftermath of the
               post-election crisis and for appointing new presidents for universities without proper
               consultations. For that reason, SYNARES rejected the appointments.
            

            
         

         
         	SYNDICAT NATIONAL DES ENSEIGNANTS DU SECOND DEGRE DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (SYNESCI)

         
         	SYNDICAT NATIONAL DES ENSEIGNANTS . . . (SYNESCI)

         
         	
            The union of secondary school teachers formed in 1972 and which had shown independence
               and occasional opposition to the government since the 1980s. At its 15th annual conference
               in 1987, a number of individuals who were not official delegates forced their way
               into the meeting; during a violent confrontation, a member of the union’s National
               Bureau was seriously wounded. The meeting was adjourned, but a rump group held its
               own meeting and elected a bureau and secretary general. Three of the original officers,
               including Secretary General Laurent Akoun, were arrested and imprisoned until the next year for causing the violence, and the
               government came out in support of the new group. Since October 2013, disaffected members
               of the union have split off to form a new teachers’ union, the Convergence Nationale
               des Enseignants du Secondaire de Côte d’Ivoire (CNES-Côte d’Ivoire).
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         	TAABO

         
         	
            Located in central Côte d’Ivoire, it is the site of the second major hydroelectric
               dam on the Bandama River and is located 95 kilometers downstream of the one at Kossou. Because of its location downstream, its water level is regulated or determined by
               Lake Kossou. Like Kossou, the Taabo Dam is classified as an embankment dam and is
               built with earth and rockfill. It was also constructed under the auspices of the Autorité pour l’Aménagement de la Vallée du Bandama (AVB). Construction began on the Taabo Dam in 1975 and was completed in 1979. Lake
               Taabo has a surface of 69 square kilometers, and the dam has a power-generating capacity
               of 210 megawatts, enough to power more than 140,000 homes.
            

            
             The construction of the Taabo Dam has wrought significant environmental changes.
               Of particular concern is that the construction of both dams has increased the prevalence
               and intensity of human schistosomiasis, from 0 to 73 percent in the catchment area
               around the lake.
            

            
         

         
         	TACTICAL WITHDRAWAL

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	TADJO, VÉRONIQUE (1955–)

         
         	
            A novelist, poet, painter, and academic. Véronique Tadjo was born in Paris to an Ivoirian
               father and a French mother; she grew up in Côte d’Ivoire and attended school there.
               She majored in English at the University of Abidjan-Cocody and earned a doctorate in African-American literature and civilization from the Sorbonne
               (Paris IV). Her doctoral dissertation examined the acculturation of African Americans
               through slavery. She taught at the Lycée Moderne in Korhogo and at the University of Abidjan-Cocody for several years. She was a Fulbright scholar
               at Howard University in Washington, D.C. She is currently head of French in the Department
               of Literature and Language Studies, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South
               Africa.
            

            
             Tadjo has explored disparate themes in her works, ranging from Ivoirian history to
               longing, and the tragedy of genocide in Rwanda. She has conducted writing and book
               illustration workshops in various countries. Her published works include two collections
               of poems, Latérite (Laterite) and A mi-chemin (Half-way), and four novels, Le royaume aveugle (The blind kingdom); As the Crow Flies; Reine Pokou: Concerto pour un sacrifice (Queen Pokou: Concerto for a sacrifice), which won the prestigious literary prize,
               the Grand Prix Littéraire d’Afrique Noire, in 2005; and Champs de bataille et d’amour (Fields of struggle and of love). She also writes and illustrates children’s books
               and has edited an anthology of African poetry, Talking Drums. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	TAGRO, DESIRE ASSEGNINI (1959–2011)

         
         	
            Magistrate, politician, member of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI), minister of the interior from 2007 to 2010, and special adviser to ex-president
               Laurent Gbagbo. In June 2010, while he was still interior minister, Tagro was accused by Mamadou Koulibaly, another party stalwart, of embezzling funds intended for toxic waste victims as
               well as engaging in favoritism in admissions to the police academy. President Gbagbo
               ordered an investigation and, in July 2010, it was determined that the allegations
               were unfounded. Tagro continued to enjoy the confidence of Gbagbo.
            

            
             In return, Tagro proved a staunch ally of the president to the bitter end. He was
               captured along with Gbagbo on 11 April 2011 in the bunker in the presidential palace
               by the Forces Républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI). Under circumstances that remain shrouded in mystery, Tagro suffered a gunshot
               wound to the face and was taken to the hospital by United Nations (UN) peacekeepers
               where he died the next day. Among the more iconic images of the end of the second
               civil war is a battered and bloodied Tagro trying to explain through gestures what had happened
               to him and who was responsible for his distress.
            

            
         

         
         	TAÏ

         
         	
            A small town in southwest Côte d’Ivoire close to the Liberian border, in one of the
               least populated areas of the country. Nearby is the Taï National Park, a reserve of
               350,000 hectares between the Sassandra and Cavally Rivers, created by presidential decree in 1972 and redefined in 1973 and 1977. It was already
               designated a parc refuge by the colonial administration in 1926. At least 52 species of large mammals, including
               elephants, buffalo, hippopotamuses, boars, leopards, chimpanzees, crocodiles, and various species
               of deer and antelope live in the park. The park’s status as a wildlife refuge has
               been under attack for some time by loggers and migrant planters.
            

            
         

         
         	TANOÉ, PAUL DESIRE AMON (1935–)

         
         	
            Retired career diplomat and king of the Atwe N’Zima Kotoko. His Majesty Awoulae Amon
               Tanoé has been on the throne since he was enstooled in 2004. He presides over the
               affairs of the community in Grand Bassam, the titular capital of the Nzima of Côte d’Ivoire; this is where the traditional government (ahenfie) is located.
            

            
             Prior to his enstoolment, Awoulae Amon Tanoé served in several senior-level positions,
               including counselor at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, director of general administration
               and consular affairs, first secretary to the permanent representative of Côte d’Ivoire
               to the European Office of the United Nations in Geneva, minister-counselor, permanent
               assistant representative of Côte d’Ivoire to the Food and Agriculture Organization
               (FAO) in Rome, and ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Nigeria, as well
               as the dean of the diplomatic corps in Nigeria. Awoulae Amon Tanoé was the first vice
               president of the Commission Dialogue, Vérité et Réconciliation (CDVR).
            

            
         

         
         	TARO (COCOYAM, COLOCASIA ESCULENTA)

         
         	
            Tuberous food crop grown in essentially the same areas as plaintains, the southeast and south-central forest zone. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	TELEVISION

         
         	
            Established in 1963, the Ivoirian television system, the Radio Télévision Ivoirienne
               (RTI), is state run, and it has a legal monopoly on terrestrial free-to-air TV broadcasting
               in Côte d’Ivoire. A second channel was added in 1985. In 1999, there were 14 transmitting
               centers, 24 relay stations, and 7 delayed broadcasting centers covering 85 percent
               of the land surface, an area encompassing 90 percent of the population. At 5 per 100,
               Côte d’Ivoire ranked third in Africa in the number of television receivers per person.
               There were an estimated 900,000 television sets in 1997, or 64 sets per 1,000 people,
               in Côte d’Ivoire at the time. In 2003, the number was down slightly, from 64 to 61
               sets per 1,000 people. In the late 1980s, roughly 60 to 74 percent of Ivoirian television
               programming was imported, about the same proportion as in other African countries.
            

            
             As suggested above, there are two state-owned TV stations: RTI1 is the main channel.
               It was formerly known as “La Première.” It has nationwide coverage and broadcasts
               in French. Every day, the channel carries two or three 10-minute news bulletins in
               selected local languages. The languages used in these bulletins vary from day to day.
               Some spots are also in local languages. RTI-2, the second channel, used to be known
               as TV2. It stopped broadcasting in December 2010 and was still off the air in August
               2011, although RTI plans to relaunch it as a culture channel under a new name. TV2
               was only broadcast in Abidjan, but the government has announced plans to broadcast RTI2 nationwide.
            

            
             The broadcasting capacity of the RTI was seriously eroded by the civil war. Its premises, studios, and transmitters in Abidjan were looted and/or vandalized
               during the fighting in early 2011. Indeed, the service went off air completely between
               April and August 2011. It was only relaunched in August after emergency repairs were
               done and the staff was reorganized. During the period when it was off the air, President
               Alassane Ouattara’s recently created Television Côte d’Ivoire (TCI) replaced the RTI as the state broadcaster.
               The RTI resumed television broadcasts under its own brand in August 2011, but it relied
               mainly on the French pay TV operator Canal+, the main satellite broadcaster in Côte
               d’Ivoire, to reach viewers outside Abidjan.
            

            
             While there are no private terrestrial TV stations, satellite TV subscription service
               is available. Many people receive Canal+ cheaply through “illegal” connections by
               having one individual pay for subscription and then creating multiple TV connections
               from the one decoder.
            

            
             RTI was used as a propaganda tool of former president Laurent Gbagbo during his decade
               in power. Especially during the post-election crisis until Gbagbo lost his grip on
               power, RTI television abandoned its normal programming to devote its broadcasting
               to a steady stream of pro-Gbagbo propaganda and appeals for ordinary Ivoirians to
               support the government by die-hard loyalists, such as Charles Blé Goudé.
            

            
             Another interesting development in the evolution of Ivoirian television is that President
               Alassane Ouattara launched a rival television station in Abidjan, Télé Côte d’Ivoire
               (TCI), shortly after he had been declared the winner of the 2010 presidential election.
               The television station of the “Republic of the Golf” was located in Ouattara’s UN-protected
               headquarters in the Golf Hotel to give Ouattara’s government-in-waiting an independent
               voice at a time when Gbagbo still controlled RTI and was using it to fight a propaganda
               war of words while refusing to step down as head of state. It continued broadcasting
               until August 2011, when RTI was relaunched as the official state TV broadcaster. What
               will become of this station is unclear. Government officials hinted that it could
               be revived in the near future as an independent TV channel. The TCI staff consisted
               of mainly pro-Ouattara defectors from the RTI. The station was broadcasting to Abidjan
               from a local transmitter and to the rest of the country by satellite. Most of its
               staff rejoined RTI in August 2011.
            

            
             Also emerging from the post-election crisis are three other television stations:
               Télévision Notre Patrie (TVNP) and Savanne Radio Télévision (SRTV). The former is
               a television station controlled by the Forces Nouvelles in Côte d’Ivoire’s second city and rebel headquarters, Bouaké. It broadcasts from the RTI studios in the rebel capital to Bouaké and the surrounding
               region. TVNP relayed many of the election programs produced by RTI during the 2010
               presidential election campaign. Like the TCI, the future of the TVNP is uncertain.
               The government named a new RTI director of television for Bouaké, suggesting that
               it plans to eventually close down TVNP and return its studios and transmission equipment
               to the official state broadcaster. By contrast, Savanne Radio Télévision (SRTV) is
               actually a private TV station that broadcasts from Korhogo in the rebel-held north of Côte d’Ivoire to the surrounding area. Most of its programs
               are in French. It also uses Dioula, Senufo, Peulh, and More. SRTV also operates the FM radio station Radio Savanne in Korhogo.
               Curiously, there is another television station in Korhogo, Radio Télévision Péloforo.
               It broadcasts to the surrounding region in mostly French but also uses Dioula and
               Senoufo. The same company also operates Radio Péloforo Gbon in Korhogo. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	TERRITORIAL ASSEMBLY

         
         	
            The first elected legislative body in Côte d’Ivoire and other French territories,
               provided in the French constitution of 1946. It was replaced by the Constituent Assembly on 4 December 1958.
            

            
         

         
         	TEXTILES

         
         	
            In the pre-colonial period, textiles were generally produced for local buyers, although
               some Baule and Guro cloths were sold to long-distance trade caravans. Artisanal production largely controlled
               by women was replaced by imported cloth during the colonial period, except during the world
               wars, when the shortage of imported textiles temporarily resulted in indigenous production
               being revived. Modern industrial textile or garment production experienced tremendous
               growth post-independence, with Côte d’Ivoire overtaking Senegal as the leading textile
               manufacturer in francophone Africa, thanks in large part to the Filature Tissage Gonfreville located in Bouaké. It employed more than 1,000 workers in its heyday in the 1970s and 1980s. The shift
               to modern production separated women from control of the industry; a male labor force
               came to dominate the industry.
            

            
             In 1973, another textile company, the Union Industrielle Textile de Côte d’Ivoire
               (UTEXI), was established in Dimbokro and operated until 2002, when it became a casualty partly of the civil war and partly of indebtedness. When it closed its doors in 2002, UTEXI was producing
               5 million meters of cloth and 15 million meters of thread annually. Twenty percent
               of what was produced was sold to local industries, and 80 percent was exported.
            

            
             UTEXI reopened in 2014 under private ownership. The new owner plans to employ 1,000
               workers and triple production within five years. The company has devised a segmented
               market strategy to export cloth to the European market and thread to the American
               market, taking advantage of the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA). See also ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	THIAM, AMADOU (1923–2009)

         
         	
            Known as the “Ivoirian of Rabat” because of his extended stay in the city, Amadou
               Thiam was Ivoirian of Senegalese origin. He moved to Côte d’Ivoire in 1945. He was
               a trained journalist, and began his career in 1965 at Radiodiffusion Côte d’Ivoire
               before being named the station’s director three years later. He was made minister
               of information in the short-lived second government of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny that lasted from 15 February 1963 until it was dissolved on 10 September 1963 because
               of the famous “faux complots.”
            

            
             Thereafter, he was appointed ambassador to Morocco where he served for a dozen years
               from 1966 to 1978. Thiam was appointed to the Central Committee of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1975, then became, once again, minister of information from 1978 to 1986.
               He continued in government as one of eight ministers without portfolio. Amadou Thiam
               lost his wife, Marietou Sow, the mother of his seven children and the niece of Houphouët-Boigny,
               in 1988. He was sent back to Rabat as Ivoirian ambassador after the death of the “Vieux”
               and retired there in 1999. He died in the city he loved on 6 January 2009 and is buried
               there. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	THIAM, AUGUSTIN (1952–)

         
         	
            Son of Amadou Thiam, great-nephew of Félix Houphouët-Boigny, and the current governor of the district of Yamoussoukro. He attended school in Rabat in 1967 when he joined his father at age 15. He returned
               to Abidjan in 1972 and finished high school. Augustin Thiam and the “Vieux” had a special bond; he spent a lot of time in Houphouët-Boigny’s company, listening
               to family lore, the history of the country, stories about his travels, his experience
               as a doctor in Guiglo, and learning the political ropes, as it were. Following in
               his great-uncle’s footsteps, he attended medical school at the University of Abidjan-Cocody and worked in the public hospitals until 1989.
            

            
             He then changed profession, following in his father’s footsteps, as a journalist
               in Paris, working for Jeune Afrique. He wrote a speculative essay about the future fate of Alassane Ouattara in 1992 that drew a sharp rebuke from the Vieux, who ordered him never to write about
               Côte d’Ivoire again. Following Houphouët-Boigny’s death, Augustin Thiam was appointed
               secretary general of an inter-ministerial committee in charge of waging war on drugs
               from 1995 to 1999. He returned to Jeune Afrique for a short stint before returning to Yamoussoukro and deciding to go into politics
               in 2003. Coincidentally, he met with Alassane Ouattara in the Golf Hotel. According
               to Jeune Afrique, Augustin said to Ouattara, “I’ve opted to serve you. You can’t be elected president
               without the Baule chiefs; I recommend taking you to see them. Use me as you’d like.”
            

            
             Ouattara apparently seized the opportunity and made Thiam his adviser. He kept Ouattara
               abreast of developments in the Baule region, organizing meetings for him and working
               with the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). Ouattara would take him on his rounds and send him on errands to Baule communities
               in the west when he himself could not travel. He elevated Thiam to the status of campaign
               manager in the département of Yamoussoukro where he engaged in retail politics, distributing food items as well
               as agricultural inputs and materials. However, other party officials apparently found Thiam difficult
               to work with or vice versa. As a result, Thiam quit at the beginning of 2010 and became
               cantonal chief of the Akouè, with the stool name Nanan Boigny N’Dri III. This was
               the same royal household headed by the Vieux where Thiam was born and raised under
               strict Baule tradition by his auntie Mamie Fatai, the senior sister of the Vieux.
            

            
             Following the first round of the 2010 presidential elections, Thiam worked tirelessly
               on behalf of Alassane Ouattara. Laurent Gbagbo’s camp also engaged in retail politics among the Baule chiefs, but Thiam was able
               to neutralize those efforts. The result was that Yamoussoukro voted massively (83.4
               percent) for Alassane Ouattara. In part, the recompense for his efforts was his appointment
               as governor of the autonomous district of Yamoussoukro. Thiam was also elected to
               the Assemblée Nationale on the ticket of the RDR in the 2011 legislative elections.
            

            
             Thiam has indicated that he considers himself an “Alassanist” first and an RDR second.
               He professes that Ouattara is his idol, and if he were to leave office tomorrow, he
               would quit politics. While Thiam’s big gamble on the political front has clearly paid
               off, his traditional rulership has been contested. On the night of 24–25 November
               2013, he was dethroned at a meeting of Baule chiefs in the village of Séman. The chiefs
               voted to make Nana Augustin Dahouet the legitimate chief of the canton. Nanan Augustin
               Dahouet is also the grandson of Nanan Félix Houphouët-Boigny.
            

            
         

         
         	THIAM, TIDJANE (1962–)

         
         	
            Son of Amadou Thiam, great-nephew of Félix Houphouët-Boigny, and former Ivoirian minister of plan and development. Tidjane Thiam was the chief
               executive officer (CEO) of Prudential PLC, the insurance group based in Great Britain,
               until it was announced in March 2015 that he would be replacing Brady Dougan as the
               new CEO of Crédit Suisse. He was born and educated in Abidjan before pursuing higher education in France. He was the first Ivoirian to be admitted to the École Polytechnique and the École
               Nationale Supérieure des Mines in Paris where he earned engineering and civil engineering
               degrees in 1984 and 1986 respectively; he finished first in his class in the mining
               school. He capped it off with an MBA (Hons) degree from the top French business school,
               INSEAD, in 1988, followed by an internship in the young professionals program at the
               World Bank.
            

            
             In 1986, Thiam joined the management consultancy firm McKinsey, working in Paris
               and then London. In 1994, he returned to Abidjan to become the director general of
               the Bureau National d’Études Techniques et de Développement (BNETD). According to
               the BBC, when Thiam took the position in 1994, he and his staff encountered serious
               hardships: they were not paid for six months because the Ivoirian economy was still
               in the doldrums. He persevered because he loved his country and “he really wanted
               to offer all that he had learnt overseas to his country.” It also fit his philosophy.
               He apparently liked to say that “the development of Africa will be done by Africans
               themselves, international donors can help, but it’s us who will develop the country.”
            

            
             In 1996, Thiam became special adviser on strategic planning to the president of Côte
               d’Ivoire. A year later, he was made president of the National Council on Information
               Superhighways and National Secretary for Human Resources Development. From 1998 to
               1999, he was minister of plan, development, and coordination. Moreover, in October
               1999, James Wolfensohn appointed him as one of the 20 members of the External Advisory
               Council, a group that the World Bank relied on for advice.
            

            
             Thiam was out of the country when the coup toppled the government of Henri Konan Bédié; when he returned home, he was placed under house arrest. General Robert Guéï asked him to work for the junta, but he refused and left the country. After a six-month
               hiatus, he rejoined his old firm McKinsey in Paris (2000–2). He worked for the British
               insurance company Aviva (then Norwich Union) from 2002 to 2008. He became the chief
               financial officer of Prudential in March 2008 and group chief executive in 2009. His
               rise to the pinnacle of the corporate world has been impressive. He apparently told
               Bob Geldof that “when he was a high-ranking African politician, those with power and
               influence in the West didn’t want to hear what he had to say—but that once he joined
               the private sector, his opinion became sought out. Now bigwigs can’t get enough of
               him.”
            

            
             Indeed, Thiam is highly sought after; he is heavily invested in global development
               outreach and other activities. He is a member of the Africa Progress Panel, a group
               of 10 distinguished individuals, among them Bob Geldof, who advocate at the highest
               levels of government for equitable and sustainable development of Africa. In January
               2011, Thiam was appointed chairperson of the G-20’s High-Level Panel on Infrastructure
               Investment that was established by the G-20 summit in Seoul, South Korea, to produce
               concrete proposals to promote private sector investment in infrastructure projects
               in emerging economies. He is also chairperson of the Association of British Insurers
               and a member of the International Business Council of the World Economic Forum. He
               is a member of the council of the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) in London;
               he was appointed to the British prime minister’s Business Advisory Group in January
               2012 and has been a member of the European Financial Round Table since January 2013.
               He is a sponsor of Opportunity International, a charity focusing on micro-finance
               in developing countries.
            

            
             Thiam is the first African to manage a Fortune 100 company. As might be expected,
               this highly regarded Ivoirian technocrat is already beginning to accumulate awards
               and decorations: in July 2011, he was awarded the Chevalier of the Légion d’Honneur
               by Les Echos and Radio Classique, in collaboration with the law firm Freshfields Bruckhaus
               Deringer.
            

            
         

         
         	THIERRY LEBBÉ, ALEXIS (1920–)

         
         	
            He is an ethnic Godié who started out as a teacher before entering the French West African administrative
               service. He trained in public affairs in Paris and held several administrative posts,
               including that of prefect. In 1958, he was appointed to head the staff of the minister
               for public affairs. From there, he served two years as secretary of state for the
               interior and information before being appointed minister for animal production from
               21 January 1966 to 5 January 1970. Subsequently, from 5 January 1970 to 24 July 1977,
               he was minister of construction and town planning. Afterward, he was named senior
               minister of state (1981–90). Thierry Lebbé was appointed to the Political Bureau of
               the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) in 1975.
            

            
         

         
         	TIACOH, GABRIEL (1963–1992)

         
         	
            The most successful Ivoirian athlete of his generation, Gabriel Tiacoh was born in
               Abidjan but began his athletic career in France at age 13; he won several junior and university championships in France before moving
               to the United States in 1983 to further his education and run for the Washington State University Cougars. He began to make his mark, winning
               the Pacific 10 conference championship in the 400 meters with a time of 45.24 seconds
               in 1984, then finished sixth in the finals of the NCAA tournament a few weeks later.
               He won the African championship in the 400 meters in Rabat, also in 1984. At the Los
               Angeles Olympic Games that year, he won the silver medal with a time of 44.54 seconds.
               The win also set an African record and cemented Tiacoh’s place in the history books
               as the first and so far the only Ivoirian and the first athlete from West Africa to
               win an Olympic medal.
            

            
             Tiacoh and his teammates Georges Kablan Degnan, Avognan Nogboum, and René Djédjémel
               Mélédjé entered the men’s 4x400 meters relay with high hopes for a medal in Los Angeles,
               but the team was knocked out of the competition in the semi-final stage. A year later,
               at the African Championships in Cairo, Tiacoh placed second, surrendering his title
               to Nigeria’s Innocent Egbunike even though he ran a personal best time of 44.30 seconds
               in 1986, the fastest by any athlete that season. Unfortunately, at the 1987 World
               Championships in Rome, he failed to make it to the winners’ circle, coming in seventh.
               He redeemed himself somewhat by winning the silver medal in the 400 meters at the
               African Championships in Annaba, Algeria.
            

            
             Tiacoh represented Côte d’Ivoire in the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea,
               but finished a disappointing fifth in the quarter-final race and was eliminated. His
               relay team was also knocked out in the semi-finals. The year 1989 was a very good
               year for Tiacoh. He regained his form and the African title in the 400 meters at the
               African Championships in Annaba. He also won gold in the first Jeux de la Francophonie
               in Casablanca, Morocco, in the 400 meters. He won bronze at the 1989 IAAF World Cup
               in Barcelona, Spain, representing Africa. But it also turned out to be his final year
               of serious international competition. Sadly, Tiacoh died of viral meningitis in 1992
               in Atlanta, Georgia, at the age of 29. He remains the Ivoirian national record holder
               of the 400 meters. An annual track-and-field competition, the Gabriel Tiacoh meet,
               has been established in his name in Abidjan. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	TIASSALÉ

         
         	
            A town as well as a département of the same name located on the Bandama River in south-central Côte d’Ivoire. It is the principal town in the department and is
               located equidistant (120 kilometers) from the two Ivoirian capitals, Abidjan and Yamoussoukro. Today, Tiassalé is part and parcel of the Lagoon region. For a long time, it was at the crossroads of pre-colonial commerce, where
               gold, salt, cloth, slaves, and so on were traded. Then the history of the town became
               pretty much intertwined with the history of French colonial penetration of Côte d’Ivoire.
               It is thus considered one of the historic towns in Côte d’Ivoire after Grand Bassam, Bingerville, and Dabou.
            

            
             French explorers went up the Bandama River through Grand Lahou to reach the trading post of Tiassalé. In 1893, the French colonial army under the
               command of Captain Marchand occupied the town, and it became a sous-division the same year. As the export trade in raw rubber grew in importance, European traders entered Tiassalé, and by 1898 it began to look
               like a “boom town.” By 1905, the French military commander there was already calling
               it “the most important commercial point in the whole colony.” With the cessation of
               the rubber trade and the completion of the railroad (which bypassed Tiassalé), its commercial importance declined.
            

            
             However, in 1985, Tiassalé was made a commune which, along with its location on the
               main highway connecting Abidjan and Bouaké and on the A2 (east–west) Divo–Agboville road, and along with its multiple economic assets, make it a good candidate for economic
               revitalization. Moreover, since 2011, the department and those of the region of Agnéby-Tiassa
               belong to the Lagoon district, with Dabou serving as the district capital. With abundant
               precipitation (1,739 mm annually), a wide variety of cash crops is produced in the
               commune, including bananas, pineapples, cocoa, coffee, oil palm, and rubber. New fruit crops such as mangos, avocados, pawpaws, custard apples, and
               guavas are also being produced in the commune now. Fish farming is also being added
               to the mix, along with poultry, cattle, sheep, and goat rearing. The commune has two
               big daily municipal markets surrounded by stores that sell a large variety of goods.
            

            
             The population of the town of Tiassalé is roughly 35,000, although the department has 200,000 people.
               When the other concentration of the department, N’Douci, is added to Tiassalé, the
               population doubles to about 72,000, made up of six principal ethnic groups: Abbey, Baule, Abidji-Agni, Agni, Elomoin, and Souamlin. There is a strong representation of West African immigrants
               as well, and they all coexist peacefully despite the recent significant rise in unemployment,
               from 2.8 percent in 1998 to 15 percent in 2005. Until 2000, the three main employers
               were the SAFCO, a pineapple-processing company, and two wood-processing sawmills.
               In recent years, all three have faced financial difficulties leading to retrenchment.
            

            
         

         
         	TIEMBARA (TYEMBARA)

         
         	
            A sub-group of the Senufo people who speak a northern Sienar dialect. They were the politically dominant group
               in the pre-colonial Korhogo chiefdom, of which they composed the majority of the population.
            

            
         

         
         	TIÉMOKO, ANTOINE ASSALÉ

         
         	
            Civil society activist, blogger, and “prison graduate.” Antoine Assalé Tiémoko is
               a committed partisan of transparency, which he pursues through his SOS Justice Côte
               d’Ivoire and his blog. He was also head of human resources and legal affairs at the
               Réveil Press Group. Then he was arrested and spent 12 months in jail from December
               2007 to December 2008 for publishing an opinion piece entitled “Justice, Criminals
               and Corruption” in Le Nouveau Réveil on 14 December 2007. The article accused the minister of justice, the state prosecutor,
               and various judges of an imaginary country called Mastodon Coast of corruption. Antoine
               Tiémoko was condemned on 4 January 2008 to a one-year imprisonment for “libeling the
               prosecutor’s office” and for contempt of court. Ironically, the prison experience
               seems to have stiffened his resolve to fight corruption in high places in the government
               and in companies.
            

            
             In 2011, he founded the increasingly popular satirical newspaper, L’Eléphant Déchaîné. Since then, this intrepid young publisher and ace investigative journalist has been
               ruffling even more political feathers. The newspaper is published bi-weekly. On 28
               June 2013, the police summoned two journalists of his newspaper and interrogated them
               for more than six hours. On 20 January 2014, the regulatory Press Council suspended
               two prominent journalists, Moussa Traoré, the president of the National Union of Journalists,
               and Alafe Wakili, editor-in-chief of the privately owned L’Intelligent d’Abidjan, for six months for offering a bribe to Antoine Tiémoko to stop him from writing
               unflattering stories about Nialé Kaba, minister of economy and finance. And there was an attempted assassination of Tiémoko
               on 12 December 2014 that the authorities have apparently not taken seriously enough
               to investigate.
            

            
             Antoine Tiémoko has won praise for his crusade against government corruption and
               official malfeasance. He was feted at the White House Young African Leaders Forum
               sponsored by President Barack Obama in August 2010. However, as we saw earlier, he
               had endured a jail term under ex-president Laurent Gbagbo, and his associates at the newspaper have had to undergo grueling interrogations
               by the state police. And Tiémoko has received several death threats under current
               president Alassane Ouattara. Reacting to one of those death threats recorded on the morning of 15 December 2014,
               the newspaper temporarily suspended publication while it figured out new security
               measures to implement. It is fair to conclude that Antoine Assalé Tiémoko has turned
               out to be an equal opportunity irritant. See also ; .
            

            
         

         
         	TIMBER

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	TOIKEUSSE, ALBERT MABRI (1962–)

         
         	
            Physician and politician. Dr. Albert Mabri Toikeusse was born in Boueneu in the sub-prefecture
               of Zouan-Hounien in the Danané department of western Côte d’Ivoire. He received his
               master’s in public health from Washington University and his medical degree from the
               University of Abidjan. He specializes in several areas of health, including occupational health and safety
               and environmental and community health, as well as environmental impact assessment,
               prevention and disaster management, and communication for behavior modification to
               promote health and disease prevention.
            

            
             Dr. Mabri Toikeusse has had a front row seat in government and politics for nearly
               a decade and a half. He was first elected to the Assemblée Nationale from the Zouan-Hounien constituency during the election of 10 December 2000. He chaired the Environmental Committee of Parliament until 13
               March 2003. In the aftermath of the politico-military crisis triggered by the attempted
               coup of 19 September 2002 and the formation of the government of national reconciliation,
               he was made minister of state, minister of health and population, serving from 13
               March 2003 to 28 December 2005. He became minister of regional integration from 28
               December 2005 to 7 April 2007. When Guillaume Soro took over as prime minister, Dr. Mabri Toikeusse became the minister of transport
               (7 April 2007 to 12 February 2010). Following the disputed presidential poll, he was
               again asked to head the Ministry of Plan from 7 December until 31 May 2011. With the
               arrest of Laurent Gbagbo by the forces loyal to Alassane Ouattara, he was appointed minister of state, minister of plan and development from 1 June
               2011 to 8 March 2012. Since March 2012, he has become ensconced in the Ministry of
               Plan and Development.
            

            
             In addition to his cabinet duties, Dr. Mabri Toikeusse served as first secretary
               general of the Union pour la Démocratie et la Paix en Côte d’Ivoire (UDPCI), the party
               of the late General Robert Guéï, with responsibility for growing the party from 2002 to 2005. Since 10 April 2005,
               he has been president of the UDPCI. He was also elected president of the regional
               council of Tonkpi on 21 April 2013. His busy schedule is made all the more hectic
               by his membership and important roles in associational life. He is a founding member
               of the network of African parliamentarians for the environment, member of the network
               of parliamentarians for Global Action, member of the American public health association,
               member of the international association of rural and agricultural health based in
               Japan, and founding member of the Ivoirian association of rural health, to name just
               a few. Dr. Mabri Toikeusse also participated in the global summit on sustainable development
               held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002. He is also governor of Côte d’Ivoire
               to the African Development Bank (AfDB), the Islamic Development Bank, and the investment and development bank of
               the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS); alternate governor to the
               World Bank; and president of the Council of Governors of the AfDB.
            

            
         

         
         	TONKOUI, MOUNT

         
         	
            One of the highest peaks in Côte d’Ivoire, Mount Tonkoui is located near Man and rises to 1,218 meters.
            

            
         

         
         	TOUBA

         
         	
            A city in the extreme western Côte d’Ivoire, near the border with Guinea; it is the principal town in the department of the same name. It is located between
               Man and Odienné in the Bafing region some 680 kilometers northeast of Abidjan. In the pre-colonial period, Touba was an important market for kola, bought there by Dyula traders in exchange for salt, cattle, and sheep. The primary economic activity of
               the estimated population of 29,678 (2010) is agriculture. Touba’s most famous native son who has also served as mayor since 1985 is none other
               than Lamine Mohamed Fadika.
            

            
             During the rebellion of 2002, Touba fell under the control of the Mouvement Patriotique de Côte d’Ivoire (MPCI, later Forces Nouvelles de Côte d’Ivoire), and in 2006 Touba was designated com’zone 7 and placed under Aboudrahmane Traoré,
               a former non-commissioned officer (NCO) of the national army who defected to the rebels.
            

            
         

         
         	TOUBAB (TOUBABOU)

         
         	
            Dyula term, used commonly by Africans to designate a European.
            

            
         

         
         	TOUMODI

         
         	
            A predominantly Baule city in the center of Côte d’Ivoire, located on the main Abidjan–Yamoussoukro–Bouaké highway. Toumodi was a traditional trading center between the north and Grand Lahou. The revolt of the Nanafoué Baule against French colonial rule took place in the
               city in 1900 and spread throughout the region, continuing sporadically until 1915.
               Toumodi was the administrative center of Baule-Sud, and of Nzi-Comoé circles from
               1912 to 1960. With the completion of a hard-surfaced route from Dimbokro to Oumé, the town is on an important east–west axis. The population has grown from 13,000 in 1990 to its estimated current size of about 40,000.
            

            
         

         
         	TOUNGARA, ADAMA (1943–)

         
         	
            Petroleum engineer, politician, and cabinet minister. Adama Toungara was born in Duékoué,
               one of the epicenters of the second civil war, where some 330 people were allegedly massacred by forces loyal to President Alassane Ouattara and another 100 or so allegedly killed by Gbagbo’s troops. He attended the Lycée Technique d’Abidjan where he received his high school diploma in June 1965. Rare among his contemporaries
               at the time, Adama Toungara opted to study in the United States rather than go to
               France to attend university. He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in petroleum
               engineering from the University of Southern California in 1970 and 1971 respectively.
            

            
             He returned home and took up an appointment as director of hydrocarbons (1971–75),
               then chairman and chief executive officer (CEO) of the Société de Raffinage (SIR),
               the state oil refinery (1975–81). He was simultaneously CEO of the Société Nationale
               d’Opérations Pétrolières de la Côte d’Ivoire (Petroci) and manager of Shell Côte d’Ivoire
               (1975–81). He also served as manager of the Banque Internationale pour le Commerce
               et l’Industrie de Côte d’Ivoire (BICICI) from 1976 to 1992. At the same time, he was
               chairman and CEO of the Société Multinationale de Bitumes (SMB) (1979–81). He also
               served as special adviser to President Félix Houphouët-Boigny from 1981 to 1993. Since 1993, he has been chairman and CEO of Ivoirienne de Pétrole
               (IPETRO) as well as vice president of Minpetro Ltd. Adama Toungara has been so much
               involved in the oil sector pretty much throughout his professional and political life
               that he is considered the father of the Ivoirian petroleum industry.
            

            
             Since 2001, Adama Toungara has been mayor of Abobo. Then in 2011, he won election to the Assemblée Nationale on the ticket of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) representing Abobo. He was appointed minister of mining and energy under Prime
               Minister Guillaume Soro on 5 December 2010. In addition, he assumed responsibility for petroleum on 1 June
               2011. However, mining was taken from him and handed over to Jean-Claude Brou when
               President Alassane Ouattara initiated a technical reshuffle of his cabinet on 25 July
               2013. Prior to this move by the president, all the mining permits were frozen. Toungara
               apparently clashed with mining sector operators. The chairman and CEO of Randgold
               Resources, Mark Bristow, criticized him for wanting to impose revenue-sharing agreements
               with mining companies as is done in the petroleum industry.
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ, AMADOU LAMINE

         
         	
            Vice president of the Syndicat Agricole Africain (SAA) in 1944 and 1947, and regional delegate representing Grand Bassam.
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ, MOKTAR

         
         	
            A descendent of Vakaba, Moktar Touré had a legitimate claim to the chieftaincy but was denied his right
               by the French colonial government because of Vakaba’s alliance with Samory Touré. He won the right to the stool in 1946, with the support of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI).
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ (TURE), MORIBA (?–1901)

         
         	
            Son of Vakaba Touré and last independent king of Kabadugu. Moriba Touré came to power when his brother
               Va Ahmadou went off to participate in Samory Touré’s military campaign in 1893. Moriba Touré tried to maintain independence of action
               between the French and Samory’s forces. He called upon the French in 1893 to help
               him put down a revolt in the province of Naoubou, an action that resulted in the incorporation
               of his kingdom into Côte d’Ivoire. He subsequently clashed with the French administration
               over the question of slavery and was arrested in 1899. He was removed from his post
               as chief of Kabadugu and exiled. He returned to Odienné and died in 1901. He had, however, preserved the identity of Kabadugu to the extent
               that the Ivoirian border with Mali and Guinea are the former limits of his erstwhile
               kingdom.
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ, SALIOU (1937–)

         
         	
            Mathematician, academic, and cabinet minister. Professor Saliou Touré is Côte d’Ivoire’s
               first mathematician and, since his inaugural on 18 May 2007, president of the Université
               Internationale de Grand Bassam (UIGB), a private university founded in 2006 in collaboration with Georgia State
               University in the United States. He was born on 4 June 1937 in the sub-prefecture
               of Kolia, in the department of Boundiali in northern Côte d’Ivoire. Following the
               completion of his undergraduate studies in mathematics in Paris in 1962, Saliou Touré
               embarked on an academic career, first in the Department of Sciences in Besançon (France) from October 1963 to October 1966, and then at the University of Abidjan. In 1975, he defended his third-cycle doctoral dissertation in Paris and in mathematical
               sciences at the state level in Abidjan. On 1 January 1976, he was promoted to professor
               of mathematics in the Department of Science and Technology at the University of Abidjan.
               He has taught mathematics and published and lectured extensively on mathematics and
               development in a variety of countries in Africa (Morocco, Benin, Burkina Faso, Congo, Senegal, and Togo) and in France, Brazil, and the People’s Republic of China.
            

            
             He has served in a variety of significant professional and governmental positions
               over the years as well. He has been assistant dean of the faculty of sciences of the
               University of Abidjan (1975–84), director of the Institut de Recherches Mathématiques
               (IRMA) (1976–94), and president of the Comité Technique Specialisé: Mathématiques-Physique-Chimie
               of the Conseil Africain et Malgache de l’Enseignement Supérieure et de la Recherche
               Scientifique (CAMES) (1986–93). In addition, he has been a member of the committee
               of experts of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
               (UNESCO), charged with defining the priority areas of development of science and technology
               in Africa (Nairobi, September 1990).
            

            
             Professor Saliou Touré’s contributions to his profession can be measured by the following
               selected list of leadership positions he has held: president of the Société Mathématique
               de Côte d’Ivoire (SMCI) since 1977; treasurer, then secretary general, of the Union
               Mathématique Africaine (UMA) from 1976 to 1991; honorary president of the UMA since
               2006; vice president, for West Africa, of the Union Panafricaine de la Science et
               la Technologie (UPST) since January 1989; member of the Académie des Sciences, des
               Arts, des Cultures d’Afrique et de Diasporas Africaines (ASCAD) of Côte d’Ivoire since
               15 July 2004; and secretary of ASCAD in charge of exact sciences (mathematics, chemistry,
               and physics) since 26 November 2004. At the international level, he has served as
               a member of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the United Nations for the
               development of science and technology in Africa (1973–81), member of the Permanent
               Committee of Experts for the scientific and technical research of the Organisation Commune de l’Afrique et Malgache (OCAM) from 1979 to 1981, and a member of the Académie des Sciences Non-Linéaires
               of Moscow (Russian Federation) since 28 January 2008.
            

            
             Professor Saliou Touré has also spent a good amount of time in government. He was
               technical adviser in the Ministry of Scientific Research (1973–81), member of the
               Economic and Social Council (1986–93), and chief of staff of the minister of national
               education (1990–93). He was named minister of national education (August–December
               1993), then minister of higher education and scientific research from 15 December
               1993 to 24 January 1996. He was reappointed minister of higher education, research,
               and technological innovation from January 1996 to 11 August 1998, then special adviser
               to the president of the republic in charge of scientific issues and the francophonie
               from October 1998 to January 2000. He has also presided over the Commission Nationale
               Ivoirienne de Mathématique.
            

            
             To give back to his society, Professor Saliou Touré has been involved in local self-help
               associations. He is president of the aid organization BAGOUE, serving the development
               needs of the department of Boundiali, as well as president of Savane Development,
               a non-governmental organization (NGO) dedicated to solving problems of education and
               health (nutrition and water) in northern Côte d’Ivoire. Not surprisingly, he has received
               a number of prestigious awards over the years, including Officier de l’Ordre de l’Education
               Nationale de Côte d’Ivoire in 1980, Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur (France) in 1994, a silver medal from the French academy, a medal for pioneering African
               mathematics awarded by the UMA in 1995, Chevalier de l’Ordre International des Palmes
               Académique du CAMES in 2004, and Commandeur de l’Ordre National du Mérite Ivoirien
               in December 2006.
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ (TURE), SAMORY

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ, SIAKA (1947–)

         
         	
            A leading Ivoirian physicist, academic, and politician. He was born in Odienné and attended public elementary and junior high school there from 1955 to 1965, before
               attending secondary school in the École Normale de Dabou from 1965 to 1968. He studied physics and chemistry at the University of Abidjan-Cocody, where he earned his bachelor’s in 1970 and his master’s in 1972 in physics. He pursued
               doctoral studies at the University of Bordeau I and the University of Abidjan. He
               successfully defended his dissertation on 14 November 1979.
            

            
             Professor Siaka Touré began a teaching career as an instructor in the Department
               of Sciences in Besançon (France) from 1962 to 1966, then at the University of Abidjan from 1966 to 1971. After a
               short break, he returned to Abidjan in 1975 and rose through the ranks of the academy
               until he reached the pinnacle of his profession and was promoted to professor in 1976.
               From 1980 to 1984, Professor Siaka Touré was deputy director of the Institut de Recherche
               sur les Energies Nouvelles (IREN), became the substantive director of IREN from 1984
               to 1996, and was head of the department of physics at the University of Abidjan-Cocody
               from 1995 to 1997. He also served as the first assistant to the dean of the school
               of sciences (1975–93). He is currently in charge of the solar energy laboratory at
               the university. Since 1980, he has been quite prolific as a research scholar. He has
               conducted cutting-edge research in the areas of renewable energy, especially solar
               and wind, and conversion from thermal to photobattery. Even more importantly for Côte
               d’Ivoire and Africa, he is engaged in the application of research to solving problems.
               Among his many accomplishments in this area is the awarding of a patent for a solar
               stove he invented (No. 12555) on 17 September 2004 by the African Intellectual Property
               Organization.
            

            
             Professor Siaka Touré has been active politically as well as socially. He served
               as technical adviser to the Ministry of Scientific Research, in charge of international
               scientific cooperation (1973–81). In 1990, he became the founder and first national
               secretary of the Mouvement Démocratique et Social (MDS). He was appointed minister
               of higher education and scientific research (1993–96); minister of higher education,
               research, and technical innovation (1996–98); then special adviser to the president
               of the republic, responsible for scientific issues and the francophonie (1998–2000).
               He is also a member of the Académie des Sciences, des Arts, des Cultures d’Afrique
               et de Diasporas Africaines (ASCAD) of Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Professor Siaka Touré has been highly decorated with Officer of the National Order
               of Education of Côte d’Ivoire (1980) and Officer for Services to Education and Knight
               of the Legion of Honor of France (1994).
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ (TURE), VA AHMADOU (MANGBE MADU)

         
         	
            Son of Vakaba Touré, founder of the kingdom of Kabadugu in Odienné. Va Ahmadou Touré ruled Kabadugu from 1875 to 1893. A revolt against his rule in
               1878–79 was put down with great difficulty, and shortly thereafter Ahmadou Touré concluded
               an alliance with his nephew Samory. Touré joined Samory in his military campaigns and was captured with him by the French
               in 1898. He was released in 1905 and died in Odienné in 1912. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ (TURE), VAKABA (C. 1800–1858)

         
         	
            Founder of the kingdom of Kabadugu, which replaced the Nafana kingdom of the Diarassouba clan around Odienné in 1848. Vakaba Touré was born in Samatiguila and worked as a trader from 1825 to 1840. He then pursued a military career in his
               uncle’s service but established his own business at Wogona. Because of his wealth
               and military skill, he was called to defend his native Samatiguila against a rival
               claim in about 1842. He built up his own army, defeated the Diarassouba forces, and
               destroyed Nafana. At his death, he left a powerful and well-organized state to Va Ahmadou Touré.
            

            
         

         
         	TOURÉ-LITSÉ, MASSANDJÉ (1963–)

         
         	
            A highly regarded technocrat and administrator. Massandjé Touré-Litsé was born in
               Paris. She has both a master’s degree in business administration from the University of Abidjan-Cocody and an MBA from George Washington University in the United States. In 1988–89, Massandjé
               Touré-Litsé worked as a debt analyst at the World Bank in Washington. Back in Abidjan,
               she started working as a financial analyst in the office of the prime minister from
               1992 to 1996, partly during the time Alassane Ouattara was prime minister. Then for the next six years, she worked in the private sector,
               first with Citibank NA and then Telecel Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
             Since 2004, Massandjé Touré-Litsé has held a string of senior-level administrative
               positions in Côte d’Ivoire. From 2004 to 2007, she served as technical adviser to
               the minister of foreign affairs, then as technical adviser to the prime minister.
               In 2009–10, she served as second vice president of the Comité de Gestion de la Filière
               Café-Cacao (CGFCC) and then president from 2010 to 2012. As such, she was involved
               in the discussions about the reform of the cocoa-coffee sector during the early days of the Alassane Ouattara presidency. Not surprisingly,
               on 2 January 2012, the president put her in charge of the Conseil du Café-Cacao, the
               new institution that replaced the CGFCC. This new body is now responsible for the
               regulation, stabilization, and sustainable development of the coffee-cocoa sector.
               As the director general of the CCC, her major preoccupations are to continue on a
               growth trajectory so that Côte d’Ivoire remains number one in production, raising
               the quality of Ivoirian cocoa to number one as well, and to substantially increase
               the welfare of producers. She has presided over the return of the state-guaranteed
               producer price to the general approval of farmers.
            

            
         

         
         	TOURISM

         
         	
            The Ivoirian tourism industry remains relatively modest partly because the government
               had not accorded it the necessary priority until recently. A Ministry of Tourism was
               created in 1975. Tourism accounted for only 2.4 percent of export receipts in 1976
               yet was still the fifth most important product, after coffee, wood, and refined petroleum.
               Its contribution is currently down to 1.8 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP).
               Lacking in spectacular natural sites or the fauna of East Africa, the Ivoirian government
               hoped to build a tourism industry based on its first-class facilities and its ethnic
               and folkloric diversity. Success has been only modest, with 109,000 tourist visits
               in 1975, 220,000 in 1979, and 210,000 in 1980. At the end of 1982, there were over
               6,000 hotel rooms in the country, over 4,000 of these “international class.” In 1997,
               there were more than 11,000 beds in 7,786 hotel rooms and an occupancy rate of 70
               percent. In 1998, 301,038 tourists arrived in the country, including more than 73,000
               from France.
            

            
             The growth in the industry was slowed by the decade of military-political crisis.
               The number of tourist visits declined to 290,000 in 2012; during the decade, occupancy
               rates plummeted; for instance, that of the Hotel Ivoire was less than 20 percent.
               Large chains such as InterContinental left the country. Since the end of the political
               crisis, the recovery has been nothing short of remarkable. Today, Hotel Ivoire cannot
               keep up with the demand. Foreign direct investment in the sector is growing. The Radisson,
               for instance, plans to build a hotel near the international airport, and the state-run
               hotels plan to add 500 additional rooms by 2015. Business tourism is the main type
               of inbound tourism in Abidjan.
            

            
             The government is taking steps to, once again, make the country an attractive destination
               for tourists: it has reduced the cost of a visa from 100 Euros (66,000 F CFA) to 70
               Euros (46,000 F CFA) and instituted visa delivery at the airport. It is also working
               hard at getting the security index down even further; it has already declined from
               3.3 in May 2011 to 1.6 in May 2013, a significant improvement, but still a major concern
               for tourists. The British Foreign and Commonwealth Office, for instance, currently
               advises against travel to the southwest region of the country. Nevertheless, the government
               is optimistic that it can attract more leisure tourists in particular; it plans to
               develop five-star hotels to cater to high-class tourists, along with the expansion
               of travel accommodation to remote areas and the development of eco-tourism. One example
               that is envisaged is a project to construct 30 bungalows called “relais Paillotes”
               located near natural parks and making use of ecologically friendly sources of energy.
               See also ; ; ; ; .
            

            
         

         
         	TOWRSON, WILLIAM

         
         	
            English merchant captain who visited the western coast of present-day Côte d’Ivoire
               in three voyages between 1555 and 1557 and recorded his experiences and impressions
               in considerable detail.
            

            
         

         
         	TRADE, FOREIGN

         
         	
            In 1978 there was a sharp drop in coffee and cocoa prices, which produced a 40-percent drop in the Ivoirian terms of trade. The second
               price hike by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and the resultant
               increase in the imported oil bill, and real interest rates in international financial
               markets, also contributed to this problem. Nevertheless, Côte d’Ivoire has maintained
               a balance-of-trade surplus through most of the independence period. Because borrowing
               was not significantly curtailed during the economic conjoncture, since the late 1980s, Côte d’Ivoire has experienced severe balance-of-payments difficulties.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire’s trade balance in 2007 was globally negative. However, it registered
               a surplus balance with the European Union (EU), the primary destination of Ivoirian exports, and the United States. Similarly,
               Ivoirian imports are mainly from the EU, especially France, Germany, and the Netherlands.
               Most of the commodities exported to the EU and the United States are composed of agricultural
               raw materials or mining and oil products. By contrast, manufactured products like
               plastic goods, detergents, cosmetics and agro-food products, and electricity dominate
               exports to the regional and sub-regional space (UEMOA zone).
            

            
             In 2013, the distribution of exports by commodity group was as follows: agricultural
               products (48.5 percent), fuels and mining products (22.2 percent), and manufactures
               (27.9 percent). The five leading export destinations were the EU by a wide margin
               (48.5 percent), followed by the United States in a distant second (8.1 percent), followed
               closely by Nigeria (8.0 percent). Canada (4.2 percent) and neighboring Ghana (4.0 percent) ranked fourth and fifth respectively. Other important partners are
               France, Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, Burkina Faso, and South Africa. Ivoirian exports represented only 0.07 percent of total world
               exports. Similarly, imports represented 0.07 percent of total world imports, and consisted
               of agricultural products (15.0 percent), fuels and mining products (26.2), and manufactures
               (58.3). The five most important origins of imports were the European Union (26.9),
               Nigeria (25.7), China (7.3), India (4.0), and Colombia (3.7). Other important partners
               are France, Germany, the Netherlands, India, Colombia, Thailand, and Vietnam.
            

            
         

         
         	TREICH-LAPLÈNE, MARCEL (1860–1890)

         
         	
            Agent of Arthur Verdier who explored the Bia and Comoé River valleys on Verdier’s behalf, signing protectorate treaties for France with the Bétié, Indénié, Bondoukou, and Kong. He and Louis-Gustave Binger met in Kong in 1889, the same year he was named titular governor of Côte d’Ivoire
               in recognition of his efforts at securing the territory for France. He retained that
               position until Binger was formally appointed governor in 1893. Born in Ussel, France,
               he died in Grand Bassam. He was the first European explorer of Côte d’Ivoire and its first colonial administrator.
            

            
         

         
         	TREICHVILLE

         
         	
            The original “African quarter” of Abidjan under colonial rule. It was divided into lots in 1937. It is now a relatively well-established
               residential and commercial area connected to the Plateau district by two bridges. Named for Marcel Treich-Laplène, Treichville is framed by Port-Bouët to the south, the Ebrié Lagoon to the west, Plateau to the north, and Marcory and Koumassi to the east. Located
               on 892 hectares of land, of which only 729 hectares are habitable, it consists of
               43 “quarters,” with a cosmopolitan population currently estimated at 200,000. The
               rate of population growth has been high because of strong in-migration from the north
               and from the West African sub-region. It was designated a commune of Abidjan in 1980
               and since 1996 has been run by Mayor François Albert Amichia, who was also minister
               of sports and leisure from 2002 to 2003.
            

            
         

         
         	TURA (WENMEBO)

         
         	
            A peripheral Mandé group that was pushed, beginning in the 16th century, by advancing Malinke from around Touba to the higher altitudes of the mountainous area around the town of Man in western Côte d’Ivoire. The Tura are related to, and highly intermingled with,
               the Dan. The estimated population of Tura is 58,000, of which 21 percent is Christian and 2 percent is Muslim. Of the
               Christian community, 70 percent is Roman Catholic and 15 percent is Protestant. Nevertheless, 77 percent of Tura practice ethnic religions.
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         	UBI (OUBI, GLIO)

         
         	
            One of the Kru peoples of southwest Côte d’Ivoire, located near the town of Taï on the Cavally River (Liberian border). Their number is relatively small, about 3,950, distributed among
               six towns on each side of the border. Out of that number, 55 percent are Christians;
               60 percent of the Christians are Protestants, and only 10 percent are Catholics. Those
               practicing ethnic religions are 45 percent. The number of Ubi worldwide is 12,000,
               when one takes into account the small number in Liberia and the slightly larger Hadjeray (meaning mountain people) group in the Guera province
               of central Chad. The Ubi are relatively recent converts to coffee growing (1980s). It must be noted, however, that the Ubi are closely related to,
               and sometimes identified as part of, the Bakwe. That explains why one sometimes comes across higher population figures for the Ubi.
               There are about 12,000 Bakwe in the country. In contrast to the true Ubi in Côte d’Ivoire,
               30 percent of the Bakwe practice Islam, and only 15 percent practice ethnic religions. Fifty percent of the population is
               Christian, of which 70 percent is Roman Catholic and 30 percent belong to independent
               churches.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION AFRICAINE ET MALGACHE (UAM)

         
         	
            An organization of 12 francophone African states founded in September 1961, largely
               as a vehicle for the “Brazzaville Group” to counter the more radical positions of
               the “Casablanca group” of Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Algeria, Morocco, and the United Arab Republic (Egypt). It was supplanted in 1965
               by the Organisation Commune Africaine et Malgache (OCAM). Guinea and Mali did not
               participate initially in this organization partly because of its focus on developing
               a common foreign policy that they perceived as retrogressive and especially on maintaining close ties with
               France. It became a vehicle for the distribution of French foreign aid, particularly in
               the formation of Air Afrique.
            

            
             With the formation of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), the UAM members announced their intention to disband the francophone group.
               However, the economic and technical sub-groups it had created—the Union Africaine
               et Malgache de Coopération Économique, the Union Africaine et Malgache de Défense,
               the Union Africaine et Malgache des Postes et Télécommunications, and Air Afrique—remained
               in existence. Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s emphasis on the independent development of African states and non-interference
               in their internal affairs found affirmation in the UAM Charter. Its structure consisted
               of a Conference of Heads of State and Government, without the power to make decisions
               binding upon its members but rather simply to reflect their foreign policy consensus,
               with a general secretariat in Cotonou, Dahomey (now Benin). Later creations were a
               union of economic cooperation headquartered in Yaoundé, Cameroon, and a defense pact
               centered in Ouagadougou, Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso). In reality, the organization was used to counter the threat to Houphouët-Boigny’s
               leadership in the region coming primarily from Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana but also from
               Sékou Touré of Guinea and, to a lesser extent, from Léopold Sédar Senghor of Senegal.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION DES ORIGINAIRES DES SIX CERCLES DE L’OUEST (UOCOCI)

         
         	
            Ivoirian organization of Kru ethnic groups, created in 1944 under the presidency of Frédéric Gogoua, a planter
               from Sassandra. There were about 100 people at the first meeting, from the cercles of Daloa, Gagnoa, Grand Lahou, Man, Sassandra, and Tabou. There was a detailed organization and bureau of nine members.
               The first goals were social and cultural, focused on the education gap between the eastern and western regions of the colony. As soon as political reforms
               were announced in 1945, the UOCOCI supported Félix Houphouët-Boigny in the legislative elections.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION DOUANIERE DES ÉTATS DE L’AFRIQUE DE L’OUEST (UDEAO)

         
         	
            A 1966 convention that replaced the Union Douanière de l’Afrique Occidentale (UDAO). The UDAO had been created in 1959 among Dahomey (Benin), Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, and the Upper Volta (Burkina Faso). Its aims were to maintain the pre-independence customs union, harmonize import
               tariffs, and prohibit customs and fiscal duties among member states. The results were
               disappointing because of a lack of commitment to economic integration in the 1960s
               and a lack of permanent institutions to develop policy. Its successor organization,
               the UDEAO, did not fare much better. It did not establish a common external tariff,
               and it did not have much impact on the economic problems of member states. As a result,
               the UDEAO was replaced in 1972 by Communauté Economique de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (CEAO).
            

            
         

         
         	UNION FRATERNELLE DES ORIGINAIRES DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (UFOCI)

         
         	
            An urban-based, Baule-dominated social organization that preceded the formation of political parties in Côte d’Ivoire. The UFOCI nominated the Bloc Africain to contest the 1945 Abidjan municipal elections, as well as the Constituent Assembly election of 2 June 1946. The name suggested the exclusion of non-Ivoirian Africans,
               toward whom the group did, in fact, express hostility. This might have been a harbinger
               of ivoirité.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION GÉNÉRALE DES ETUDIANTS DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (UGECI)

         
         	
            Student organization founded in 1956 in Abidjan, grouping the pre-existing student associations of Abidjan, Dakar, and France. Its constitution provided that the president of the UGECI would become the president
               of the Association des Etudiants de Côte d’Ivoire en France (AECIF), the oldest of
               the constituent organizations. The UGECI leadership, affiliated with the Fédération
               des Etudiants de l’Afrique Noire en France (FEANF), demanded immediate independence.
               One of its leaders was arrested in Côte d’Ivoire, and Ivoirians were warned about
               the group’s radical tendencies. The ultimate blow came in 1960, when the government
               formed a rival organization, the Union Nationale des Etudiants et Elèves de Côte d’Ivoire (UNEECI), endowing it with such attractive benefits that most of the overseas Ivoirian
               students came over to it.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION GÉNÉRALE DES TRAVAILLEURS D’AFRIQUE NOIRE (UGTAN)

         
         	
            A federation of territorial trade unions formed in Cotonou, Dahomey (now Benin), in
               1957 under the leadership of Sékou Touré. The Ivoirian branch, the Union des Travailleurs
               de Côte d’Ivoire (UTCI), collaborated politically with the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) until 1958, when it was cross-pressured by political differences between Côte
               d’Ivoire and Guinea. In 1959, a breakaway movement from the UTCI formed, under pressure from the government,
               as the Union Nationale des Travailleurs de Côte d’Ivoire (UNTCI). The UGTAN activists
               continued to agitate for immediate independence and trade union rights. They called
               for a strike in October 1959. The leaders were arrested, workers were suspended or
               dismissed, and the strike collapsed within a week. The most prominent leader, Blaise Yao N’Go, was deported and sought refuge in Conakry, Guinea. From that point on, union activities
               in Côte d’Ivoire came under the firm control of the PDCI until the 1980s.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION GÉNÉRALE DES TRAVAILLEURS DE CÔTE-D’IVOIRE (UGTCI)

         
         	
            The federation of trade unions dominated by the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). The leaders of four union groups that had separated as a result of political
               disagreements just prior to independence agreed to a merger in June 1961. However,
               rivalries remained so intense that the UGTCI was not formally constituted until 3
               August 1962. The first secretary general of the UGTCI was Amon Tanoh Lambert; the current president, Joseph Ebagnerin, was elected at the eighth congress held
               on 11 September 2012. As of 2014, the UGTCI claimed to have 128,032 members belonging
               to 157 affiliated unions distributed as follows: 24 in the civil service, 130 in the
               private sector, and 3 in the informal sector.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION LOCALE DES SYNDICATS CONFEDERES CGT DE LA CÔTE D’IVOIRE (ULSC)

         
         	
            A union federation formed in 1944 in Abidjan as part of the extension of the Confédération Générale de Travail (the French Communist
               Union) into French West Africa. The steering committee included Camille Kissi Gris
               of the CGT, Georges Sery of the Syndicat des Ouvriers et Chauffeurs Africains, and
               Georges Kassy representing the Syndicat des Employés Africains. All had been active
               in various ethnic, regional, or professional associations since 1937. The ULSC included
               seven private sector unions with 5,840 members, and three in the public sector with
               452 members.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION MONETAIRE OUEST-AFRICAINE (UMOA)

         
         	
            An organization formed in 1962 in which Côte d’Ivoire, Benin, Niger, Senegal, Togo,
               and Burkina Faso centralize their foreign currency reserves, and which issues the West African CFA franc. As a result of the economic downturn, Côte d’Ivoire registered a $118 billion overdraft
               with the UMOA in 1980.
            

            
         

         
         	UNION NATIONALE DES ETUDIANTS ET ELEVES DE CÔTE D’IVOIRE (UNEECI)

         
         	
            The Ivoirian student organization formed by the government in 1960 as a counterweight
               to the Union Générale des Etudiants de la Côte d’Ivoire (UGECI) and its France-based affiliate organization, the more radical Association des Etudiants de Côte
               d’Ivoire en France (AECIF). In 1969, the UNEECI was replaced with the Ivoirian government–sponsored
               Mouvement des Etudiants et Elèves de Côte d’Ivoire (MEECI).
            

            
         

         
         	UNION POUR LA DEFENSE DES INTERETS ECONOMIQUES IVOIRIEN (UDECI)

         
         	
            A political coalition through which, in the March 1952 Territorial Assembly elections,
               the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) regained the ground it had lost in building up support over the previous three
               years.
            

            
         

         
         	UNITED NATIONS (UN)

         
         	
            An inter-governmental organization (IGO) established on 24 October 1945 to promote
               international cooperation in order to avoid the scourge of another global war. It
               seeks to promote peace, security, and economic development. Côte d’Ivoire, admitted
               into the organization on 20 September 1960, is one of its 193 member states. Côte
               d’Ivoire also belongs to the specialized agencies of the organization. Given the importance
               of Côte d’Ivoire in the African region and the UN system, and the seriousness of the
               political crisis that erupted on 19 September 2002 and its implications for the peace
               and security of not only the country but for the West African sub-region, the UN Security
               Council was promptly seized by the issue. It passed several important resolutions
               on the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, and both UN secretaries general Kofi Annan and Ban
               Ki-moon used their good offices to facilitate dialogue and peaceful resolution.
            

            
             The UN Security Council initially condemned the rebels and appealed for peaceful
               negotiations. Following a partial peace agreement signed by the government and the
               rebels in Lomé, Togo, on 6 November 2002, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) deployed a peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire (ECOMICI) beginning on
               3 January 2003. On 4 February 2003, the UN Security Council gave its blessing to the
               recent deployments of peacekeeping troops by ECOWAS (ECOMICI) and France (Opération Licorne). Following the signing of a cease-fire agreement on 3 May 2003
               between the rebels and the government, the UN Security Council, acting under Chapter
               VII of the UN Charter, established the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI) on 13
               May 2003 to monitor the military situation in Côte d’Ivoire, including the security
               of refugees. At its maximum strength, MINUCI had 75 military observers and 54 international
               civilian staff personnel from 23 countries, commanded by Brigadier General Abdul Hafix
               of Bangladesh.
            

            
             When it became clear from the trajectory of the conflict that a more robust peacekeeping
               force was needed to confront the threat environment, the UN Security Council, by its
               resolution 1528 (2004) of 27 February 2004, established the United Nations Operation
               in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI/ONUCI) with a mandate to monitor the cease-fire agreement,
               assist in the disarmament and demobilization of combatants, protect humanitarian assistance,
               and provide security for elections. The initial authorization was for 4 April 2004
               to 23 June 2005. With the deployment of ONUCI, ECOMICI and MINUCI were disbanded on
               4 April 2004. Commanded by Major General Abdoulaye Khalil Fall of Senegal, the ONUCI
               consisted of 6,910 total uniformed personnel, including 6,200 troops, 200 military
               observers, 120 staff officers, and 350 police officers. Since then, the authorized
               strength of ONUCI has been reviewed and revised by the Security Council on different
               occasions, depending on the threat perception, the general situation in the country,
               and the needs of the mission. As of 31 March 2013, ONUCI consisted of 9,359 peacekeeping
               troops and 191 military observers from 43 countries commanded by Major General Muhammad
               Iqbal Asi of Pakistan and 1,507 civilian police personnel from 28 countries commanded
               by Major General Jean Marie Bourry of France. As of 31 December 2012, ONUCI included 417 international civilian staff personnel.
            

            
             When a government military aircraft bombed a French military base in Bouaké on 4 November 2004, killing nine French peacekeeping soldiers and one American civilian,
               the UN Security Council, the European Union (EU), and the African Union (AU) strongly condemned the government for its actions. The Security Council imposed
               military (arms embargo) and economic sanctions (travel ban) against the government
               and rebels beginning on 13 November 2004. It toughened the sanctions against targeted
               individuals in Côte d’Ivoire beginning on 15 December 2004. It followed this up with
               a ban on diamond exports on 15 December 2005 to prevent proceeds from the sale of
               rough diamonds from fueling the conflict.
            

            
             In mid-January 2006, the UN became a target of ugly anti-UN riots that continued
               for three days, resulting in the deaths of 11 individuals. Secretary General Kofi
               Annan was incensed enough to send a bill for $3.6 million, the cost of UN property
               and equipment damaged, destroyed, or lost during the riots, to Laurent Gbagbo on 10 February 2006. Through it all, the UN stayed the course, even when Laurent
               Gbagbo and the hawks within his camp demanded the removal of the peacekeepers or their
               expulsion. But that anti-UN hostility meant that they also took some casualties: 94
               troops, 18 police, and 2 military observers, along with 6 international and 12 local
               civilians, lost their lives in this operation.
            

            
             The UN played other humanitarian and political roles in this conflict as well. UN
               secretary general Kofi Annan appointed Pierre Schori of Sweden as UN special representative
               for Côte d’Ivoire on 1 April 2005, replaced by Choi Young-jin of South Korea on 18
               October 2007, so that the UN could stay engaged and be fully informed. The UN radio
               station was used to broadcast programs designed to promote peace and reconciliation
               and to counteract hate speech emanating from the government-controlled media. The
               state regulatory commission even tried to knock the UN radio station off the air,
               but the station found a way to stay open on an unofficial FM frequency. The UN and
               its agents repeatedly warned Ivoirian actors against incitement to violence, reminding
               them that they would be held accountable for their actions and that they could face
               prosecution by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for criminal acts, acts of violence, hate crimes, or crimes against humanity.
               The UN supervision of long-awaited elections and certification of results by the UN
               secretary were also critical. In the end, the ONUCI played a critical role in the
               denouement by taking over control of the Abidjan airport.
            

            
             Other elements of the UN system also played important roles. The UN High Commission
               for Refugees (UNHCR) and the World Food Programme (WFP), for instance, provided humanitarian
               assistance to refugees and other displaced persons during the conflict. On 29 April
               2014, the UN Security Council lifted the economic sanctions (a ban on diamond exports)
               and partially lifted the arms embargo against the government of Côte d’Ivoire. The
               UN is transitioning to a post-conflict situation in Côte d’Ivoire. As such, it is
               planning a drawdown of the peacekeeping force.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIVERSITÉ (UNIVERSITY)

         
         	
            University education has expanded from virtually nothing at independence to encompass
               a wide variety of institutions, both public and private, and at all levels, undergraduate,
               graduate, and specialized professional and technical. Côte d’Ivoire is now endowed
               with several universities and colleges, primarily centered in Abidjan and Yamoussoukro. There are three main universities: Université Félix Houphouët-Boigny, the flagship institution; Université d’Abobo-Adjamé; and Université Alassane Ouattara. The first two are located in Abidjan and the third one in Bouaké. Other institutions of higher learning include the Institut National Polytechnique
               Félix Houphouët-Boigny (INPHB) in Yamoussoukro and Université Nangui Abrogoua, the
               Université des Sciences et Technologies de Côte d’Ivoire (USTCI), the Graduate School
               of Management (GSM), the École Nationale de Statistique et d’Economie Appliquée (ENSEA),
               the Centre Universitaire Professionnalisé d’Abidjan, the Institut National de la Jeunesse
               et des Sports (INJS), and the Institut Pedagogique Nationale de l’Enseignement Technique
               et Professionnel (IPNETP), all in Abidjan. A handful of new institutions (university
               colleges) elsewhere in the country include the Institut Supérieur de Commerce et Administration
               des Entreprises de Yamoussoukro (ISCAE), the Université Jean Lorougnon Guédé (Daloa), Université Peleforo Gon Coulibaly (Korhogo), and the Université Internationale de Grand Bassam.
            

            
             Côte d’Ivoire has come a long way. In 1958 there were 960 Ivoirians at French universities,
               and another 171 at the University of Dakar. There was an obvious need for expanded
               higher education, but it was given added impetus by the tendency of students abroad to engage in uncontrolled
               political activity at odds with government policy. Thus, the Centre des Hautes Études
               opened in Abidjan that year, with an enrollment of over 200 students. In 1961, France agreed to provide the financial and technical assistance necessary to transform the
               center into a full-fledged university, open to all the Conseil de l’Entente member states and granting diplomas and degrees equivalent to those of French institutions.
               The center became the University of Abidjan in the fall of 1963, with 160 students
               in schools of science, letters, medicine, and law. In 1966, 1967, and 1969, the respective
               schools were redesignated faculties of science, medicine, and law.
            

            
             Also in 1967, the government created the University Institute of Technology (Institut
               Universitaire de Technologie, IUT), with four sections: commerce and administration,
               applied psychology, medical technology, and electromechanics. There were 2,700 students
               in 1969, of which 44 percent were Ivoirian, with other large contingents from Upper
               Volta (Burkina Faso), Dahomey (Benin), Togo, and Niger. About one-fourth of the student body consisted
               of French nationals. University Institutes for Research in Ethnosociology and Tropical
               Geography were created in 1966, followed by additional Institutes of Tropical Ecology
               and Applied Linguistics, a Center of Audio-Visual Teaching and Research, and an Institute
               of Art History and African Archeology. These institutions are grouped administratively
               under the University Center for Research and Development (Centre Universitaire de
               Recherches et Développement, CURD). Back in the early 1990s, the university had already
               grown in size to about 21,000 students. From the early 1980s, university campuses
               along with their students and staff began to provide one of the few sources of opposition
               to the regime since independence, most recently in a violent confrontation between
               students and security forces in May 1991. Much of the confrontation was orchestrated
               by the radical student union, the Fédération Estudiantine et Scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire (FESCI), with support from dissident university lecturers and leftist political movements.
               The government tried but failed to break the FESCI. In the end, particularly under
               President Laurent Gbagbo, the FESCI became a useful political tool used to terrorize those who were opposed
               to Gbagbo and/or who supported Alassane Ouattara and his Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR). The FESCI acted as an extortion racket on campuses; they engaged in rape and
               murder. The members acted with impunity. They were a law unto themselves.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIVERSITÉ ALASSANE OUATTARA

         
         	
            Formerly known as the Université de Bouaké, this is the third university center that
               came on stream in the August 1992 reorganization aimed at decongesting the national
               university. It opened its doors to 2,814 students in 1992. During the 1999–2000 academic
               year, it had a student enrollment of more than 12,527. Its areas of concentration
               include communications; environment and society; legal, administrative, and management;
               economic and development studies; and medical sciences. It was endowed with a Center
               for Medical and Veterinary Entomology and a Center for Research and Development. It
               also has the Miltipole Institute of Studies and Regional Higher Education of Korhogo.
            

            
             In October 2002, following the outbreak of the rebellion and the occupation and control
               of the northern half of the country by rebels, Bouaké University had to be relocated
               to Abidjan. It reopened in Bouaké in 2011. The university is one of 12 worldwide to
               host a UNESCO chair in bioethics. The name was changed to Alassane Ouattara University
               in August 2012.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIVERSITÉ D’ABOBO-ADJAMÉ

         
         	
            This is one of the two affiliated campuses that were added to Cocody to comprise the national university system on 2 September 1992. Then by Decree No.
               95-975 of 20 December 1995, it became one of the three autonomous universities, along
               with Cocody and Bouaké. It is located in the Abobo-Adjamé district of Abidjan. It admits about 8,000 students
               training in basic science (mathematics and science) and experimental sciences (physics,
               chemistry, and biosciences). It also offers training in health sciences.
            

            
             Forces loyal to Laurent Gbagbo occupied the university during the post-election crisis as they battled forces loyal
               to Alassane Ouattara, forcing it to be shut down. Two weeks of heavy fighting practically destroyed the
               campus, at least 75 percent of it, according to the president of the university. The
               computer science laboratory of the university, among the best, equipped with high-speed
               computers, burned to the ground during fighting on 21 March. The administration block
               also caught fire. Files containing student records, including academic results, also
               went up in flames. As a result of the disruptions, most of Abobo-Adjamé’s doctoral
               candidates have abandoned their studies; a few of them have transferred to other institutions
               to complete their education.
            

            
         

         
         	UNIVERSITÉ FELIX HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY

         
         	
            This is the flagship or elite university of Côte d’Ivoire. It was established in January
               1964 and has come under different names over the years. It was previously called the
               Université de Cocody or Université de Cocody-Abidjan (UCA) because of its location
               in the Cocody section of Abidjan. It was also called the Université Nationale de Côte
               d’Ivoire (UNCI) since it was the only university in Côte d’Ivoire until the beginning
               of the academic year of 1993–94 when two affiliated campuses were added to Abidjan.
               It remains the largest of three campuses that became autonomous universities as a
               result of the reorganization of August 1996. At the time of the reorganization, the
               faculties were rebranded “Unités de Formation et de Recherche” (URF) or research and
               training units (RTU). A number of special research centers and institutes have since
               been added. In 2008, there were two autonomous research centers in social sciences
               and mathematics—the Centre Ivoirien de Recherche Economique et Social (CIRES), the
               Ivoirian social science research center, and the Institut de Recherches Mathématique
               (IRMA), the institute of mathematics. The university remained state owned and operated
               and responsible to the Ministry of Education, but the name was changed, again, to
               the Université Félix Houphouët-Boigny in August 2012.
            

            
             The university was originally intended to serve no more than 7,000 students. The
               university is bursting at the seams; it had a student population of 53,700 in 2008
               and growing. In spite of the heavy budgetary outlays since independence (from 1960
               to 1990, the government spent 44 percent of the annual budget on education at all
               levels), the government has not been able to provide the kinds of facilities that
               are commensurate with the phenomenal growth in student population. The university
               comprises 13 faculties and a research center and provides diplomas from two-year undergraduate
               degrees to professional academic, medical, legal, and specialist degrees. In 2011–12,
               76 percent of the researchers were male and only 26 percent female. Among the teaching
               staff, 98 percent were Ivoirian.
            

            
             During the post-election crisis, fighting prevented students from attending classes.
               Lecturers at the university only taught 75 percent of the curriculum due to instability.
               Some of Cocody’s more than 61,000 students (in 2012) live in Abobo, the focus of some of the heaviest fighting in the conflict, and were not able to
               attend classes, forcing suspension of some lectures. Laurent Gbagbo appointed the
               president of the university at the time, Professor Gilbert Ake N’Gbo, the post-election prime minister. Thereafter, President Alassane Ouattara closed
               Cocody and the university of Abobo-Adjamé until September 2012, ostensibly for renovation
               and to reorganize the higher education system to meet international standards. His
               critics in the opposition claimed that the closures were politically motivated, done
               for electoral reasons and to punish academics who were opposed to him.
            

            
         

         
         	URING, NATHANIEL

         
         	
            Merchant sea captain, adventurer, and chronicler, he was the second officer on the
               English ship Joseph Galley, which plied the western Ivoirian coastal waters in 1710. Uring describes the trading
               that occurred, including that of slaves, in his book, A History of the Voyages and Travels of Capt. Nathaniel Uring.
            

            
         

         
         	USHER ASSOUAN, ARSENE (1930–2007)

         
         	
            An ethnic Nzima born in Grand Lahou, Arsène Usher Assouan studied law at the Universities of Bordeaux and Poitiers, returning
               to Côte d’Ivoire to practice before the Abidjan Court of Appeal. He was administrative assistant to Félix Houphouët-Boigny, then appointed minister of special affairs in a French (Guy Mollet) government from
               1945 to 1956. He was an early member of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and was first elected counselor to the Legislative Assembly and general counselor of the fourth district on 12 April 1959, then vice president
               of the Assemblée Nationale from 1959 to November 1960.
            

            
             Usher Assouan was a member of Côte d’Ivoire’s delegation to the 15th General Assembly
               of the United Nations from September to December 1960. He presented his credentials as the first permanent
               representative of Côte d’Ivoire to the UN on 25 March 1961. He served at the UN for
               six years, during which time he represented Côte d’Ivoire on the Security Council
               from 1 January 1964 to 31 December 1965; he also chaired the Security Council for
               two months.
            

            
             Usher Assouan was inducted into the Political Bureau of the PDCI in September 1965
               and was named foreign minister on 21 January 1966. He lost his ministerial position
               in 1977 in the wake of a speech by Houphouët-Boigny criticizing the economic mismanagement
               of the country. He became a judicial councilor in 1977. He contested the mayoral election
               of 1980 and was elected mayor of Cocody and served for a decade. While he was defeated in the 1990 election to the Assemblée
               Nationale, he won the 1990 mayoral election of Grand Lahou; he served as mayor of Grand Lahou until he passed away on 13 October 2007. He was
               awarded the Commander of the National Order of Côte d’Ivoire.
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         	VANIÉ-BI-TRA, ALBERT (1936–2005)

         
         	
            An ethnic Guro, Vanié-bi-Tra studied law at the University of Dakar and completed his law studies
               in France. He served as a magistrate from 1958 to 1961 and as a judge in Abidjan and Dimbokro from 1961 to 1963. From 1963 to 1971, he was public prosecutor, successively in Gagnoa, Daloa, Bouaké, and Abidjan. From 1971 to 1977, he was minister of labor and social affairs, and
               from 1977 to 1993 he was minister of labor and ivoirianization. He was awarded the
               Chevalier de l’Ordre National de la République de Côte d’Ivoire.
            

            
         

         
         	VERDIER, ARTHUR (1835–1898)

         
         	
            A French naval officer turned businessman. Arthur Verdier established the Compagnie de Kong, a private trading company, in the 1860s. He had represented a Dutch company and
               was, in 1864, the only European established in the future Côte d’Ivoire. For almost
               two decades, Arthur Verdier’s company preserved the French presence in the face of
               expanding British activity from the Gold Coast. He was named Résident de France in
               1878 and four years later retired to France in great wealth, having delegated his
               commercial interests to his agents. His privileges in Côte d’Ivoire were canceled
               in 1889.
            

            
         

         
         	VICHY (GOVERNMENT)

         
         	
            French West Africa came under the control of Marshal Pétain and his Vichy government
               from 1940 to 1943. With a well-entrenched settler population of some significance,
               Côte d’Ivoire especially was subjected to racism and abuse of power. Separate facilities
               for Africans and Europeans appeared more frequently, as in railroad train seating.
               The level of discrimination contributed to the awakening of political consciousness
               and the rise of Ivoirian nationalism.
            

            
         

         
         	VIEUX (ALSO NANAN)

         
         	
            The wise old man, a term of endearment for President Félix Houphouët-Boigny at the height of his political powers in the 1970s, especially as he got on in years.
               He was also called Nanan, a traditional term of respect reserved for people who are
               advanced in age and, as a result, are full of wisdom, as well as an Akan term for a chief. Houphouët-Boigny fit the bill on both counts of age and by virtue
               of being a Baule chief.
            

            
         

         
         	VIGOUROUX, LOUIS

         
         	
            A French lawyer from Lyon. He began his career in Cotonou, Dahomey (now Benin). His
               reputation spread throughout West Africa, and a group of Lebanese businessmen in Côte d’Ivoire retained him to take up their cause. Upon completion
               of his mission, his clients pleaded with him to stay. He consented and opened a law
               office in Abidjan in 1930. Louis Vigouroux became the dean of defense lawyers when a circuit court
               was established there. His fellow lawyers unanimously elected him the first president
               of the legal profession in the country. The Abidjan bar was launched under Vigouroux’s
               leadership. When its first internal rules were written, it began to function as a
               bar. In 1955, to keep pace with his growing practice, he formed a partnership with
               Charles Dogué, an Antillais from Martinique, who had served as a magistrate in Mali,
               Senegal, and Côte d’Ivoire. In 1958, Louis Vigouroux retired and left the practice
               in the hands of Dogué. He returned to France when Côte d’Ivoire achieved independence and may have died about 12 years later.
            

            
         

         
         	VOLTAIC (GOUR OR GUR)

         
         	
            A language group that in Côte d’Ivoire includes Syénar (the language of the Senufo), Kulango, and Lobi.
            

            
         

         
         	VRIDI CANAL

         
         	
            The canal that connects the Ebrié Lagoon with the Atlantic Ocean, making it feasible for Abidjan to be transformed into a deepwater port capable of handling oceangoing vessels. The
               first attempt to construct a canal was made in 1905–7, but the opening quickly filled
               with sand during the seasonal drop in the lagoon water level. Seasonal flooding of
               Abidjan and Grand Bassam was another reason to open the lagoon to the coast, and there was a second try in
               the same location in 1933–34; it opened by erosion to 100 meters in width, then refilled.
               The authorities had declared their intention to improve the Grand Bassam port facilities
               but then decided instead to begin port construction in Abidjan in 1936. Work began
               on the present canal in 1935 but was suspended during the war. It was completed in
               1950. The success of the Vridi site derives from its position near the trou sans fond (bottomless hole), a natural feature in the ocean floor that prevents the canal from
               filling in with sand.
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         	WAN (OUAN, NWA, NWAN)

         
         	
            A sedentary, hoe-farming people who grow coffee and cotton. Numbering about 33,000, their traditional homeland is near the geographic center
               of Côte d’Ivoire in the sub-prefectures of Beoumi and Kounahiri. The Wan were not
               identified as a separate culture by colonial authorities; rather, they were divided
               into two cantons and considered “fringe” groups of the neighboring Baule and Guro. Only 10 percent of the Wan are Christian, of which 70 percent are Roman Catholics, 15 percent are Protestants, and 10 percent belong to independent churches. The overwhelming majority (80 percent)
               of Wan adhere to ethnic religions.
            

            
         

         
         	WATTS, OUATTARA (1957–)

         
         	
            Contemporary artist. Ouattara Watts was born in Abidjan and studied at the École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris, France. He relocated to New York in 1988 where he currently resides and plies his craft.
               He is internationally recognized as a neo-expressionist painter. His work is influenced
               by his love for jazz, his triple heritage by virtue of living on three continents
               (Africa, Europe, and North America), and his travels around the globe. He has a knack
               for combining music and art in paintings and collages using recycled materials. His work is said to push the
               boundaries and then some, while paying homage to his Ivoirian ancestry and his Parisian
               and New Yorker influences.
            

            
             Watts has exhibited internationally at Documenta 11 in Kassel; the Whitney Biennial
               in New York; the Venice Biennale; the Hess Collection in Paarl, California; and the
               New Museum in New York. He is featured in Body of Evidence at the National Museum of African Art, Smithsonian Institute, in Washington, D.C.,
               and The Short Century: Independence and Liberation Movements in Africa, 1945–1994 at MoMA PS1 in New York.
            

            
         

         
         	WÈ

         
         	
            See ; .
            

            
         

         
         	WOBÉ (OUOBE)

         
         	
            A people of the Kru ethnic cluster, centered near the town of Man in western Côte d’Ivoire. They are closely related to the Guéré, and the two groups are conscious of common customs, beliefs, and origins. There
               are an estimated 232,000 Wobé in the country, of which 28 percent are Christians and
               12 percent are Muslim. Sixty percent of Christians are Roman Catholic and 30 percent are Protestants.
            

            
         

         
         	WODIÉ, FRANCIS ROMAIN VANGAH (1936–)

         
         	
            Long-standing human rights activist, academic, and politician. Francis Wodié was born in Abidjan and attended primary school in M’Bahiakro and secondary school at the Lycée Classique
               d’Abidjan. He attended law schools in Dakar, Senegal, and in Poitiers, France, where he obtained his B.A. and M.A. degrees in 1962. In 1964, he was awarded the
               diplôme d’études supérieures de droit public et de sciences politique, as well as a certificat d’aptitude à la profession d’avocat (CAPA) by the law faculty of the University of Paris, followed by a doctorate in
               public law in 1970. He also earned B.A. and M.Phil. degrees in the faculty of letters
               at Aix-en-Provence.
            

            
             Professor Francis Wodié began his political activism in his youth; he served in the
               Executive Bureau of the Fédération des Etudiants d’Afrique Noire en France (FEANF) with Georges Djéni Kobina. In July 1961, Francis Wodié was arrested in France “for endangering the safety of the state of Côte d’Ivoire in France” and deported
               to Abidjan where he was subjected to constant harassment by the government. He was
               imprisoned in 1962; following his release, he returned to France to continue his studies.
               He came home to Abidjan in 1966 and began his academic career at the University of Abidjan. In 1970, he founded the Syndicat National de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (SYNARES) and served as the union’s secretary general. Accused of “subversive activities”
               in March 1971, he went into self-imposed exile in Algeria. He taught at the law school
               in Algiers until August 1973. He returned to the University of Abidjan, and from 1973
               to 1977, he was in charge of the law curriculum.
            

            
             Over a long and distinguished academic career, he taught in Algeria and Aix-en-Provence
               and at the University of Abidjan-Cocody. He was dean of the law faculty in Abidjan-Cocody
               from 1980 to 1986 and was promoted to full professor in 1986. He was also president
               of the Ivoirian branch of Amnesty International (1985–89) and a founding member of
               the Ligue Ivoirienne des Droits de L’Homme (LIDHO) in 1987. Professor Wodié was also a founding member of the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT) formed in April 1990 to contest the first multi-party elections. He was pretty
               much the animateur of the party and its first national secretary until the party’s third ordinary congress
               in August 2004 when he was elected president; he was in charge of the party until
               he stepped down in 2011. Professor Wodié was the only PIT candidate to win a seat
               in the 25 November 1990 election to the Assemblée Nationale. He represented the opposition in the balloting for president of the Assemblée Nationale.
               As was expected, he lost to the incumbent, Henri Konan Bédié.
            

            
             From there, Professor Wodié pursued an unsuccessful bid for the presidency of the
               Republic of Côte d’Ivoire in the October 1995 presidential election. Indeed, he was
               the lone opposition candidate to contest the election against President Bédié, garnering
               only 3.84 percent of the vote. Moreover, he failed to retain the Cocody seat for his party in the November 1995 parliamentary election. Nevertheless, Professor
               Wodié was appointed minister of higher education and scientific research in the government
               formed by Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan on 11 August 1998. Following the overthrow of President Bédié, Francis Wodié was
               detained briefly along with other ministers.
            

            
             The perennial PIT presidential candidate, he contested the 2000 and 2010 presidential
               elections. On both occasions, he did not gain much traction with the voters. Indeed,
               his support eroded over the two election cycles. Eliminated from the crucial second
               round of voting in 2010, he got the party executive to endorse support for Alassane Ouattara. That decision created a schism within the PIT and ultimately cost Wodié his leadership
               of the party. His cogent analysis of the legality of the conduct of the Commission
               Electorale Indépendante (CEI) in the aftermath of the 2010 elections did not go unnoticed.
               On 25 July 2011, President Alassane Ouattara appointed him president of the Constitutional
               Council in place of Paul Yao N’Dré. He resigned his position on 3 February 2015. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	WODIÉ, VICTORINE GBOKO-DAILLY (1954–)

         
         	
            Magistrate and human rights advocate. Victorine Wodié was born in Abidjan. She attended the Lycée Classique de Bouaké and graduated in June 1973. She obtained her bachelor of law degree in June 1977,
               followed by a master’s from the University of Aix-Marseille a year later. She also
               obtained her certificat d’aptitude à la profession d’avocat (CAPA) in October 1978 from Aix-Marseille. From 1978 to 1979, she studied for the
               diplôme d’études supérieures spécialisées (DESS) in judicial process at Aix-Marseille. On 22 February 1980, she made her debut
               before the Court of Appeal in Abidjan. From 1980 to 1982, she interned in the law
               office of Bâtonnier Dervain. She became a partner in the law office of Mondon-Kone-Wodié
               with 20 employees from 1983 to 1985. She headed her own law firm from 1986 to 1995
               and also served as a member of the Council of the Order of Lawyers from 1989 to 1993.
               She was a founding member of the Association Ivoirienne de Défense des Droits de la
               Femme (AIDF), formed in July 1992.
            

            
             Victorine Wodié practiced before the Abidjan Court of Appeals from 1996 until 5 August
               2002, when she joined the government of Prime Minister Seydou Diarra. She served as a minister-delegate in charge of human rights until March 2003. She
               became the substantive minister of human rights on 13 March 2003 and served until
               28 December 2005. She was out of the government but not for very long: from April
               2006 until April 2007, she was adviser to the prime minister; then from 23 July 2007
               to 23 July 2012, she was president of the Commission Nationale des Droits de l’Homme
               de Côte d’Ivoire (CNDHCI). Victorine Wodié is also a member of the Ligue Ivoirienne
               des Droits de l’Homme (LIDHO). She is married to Professor Francis Wodié. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	WOMEN

         
         	
            Traditionally, women and men performed separate but complementary roles in society.
               For instance, women and men divided the labor, with men clearing the land and the
               women planting vegetables and other staples and doing most of the household chores.
               Women had greater control over the crops thus produced. This is true even of production
               of textiles for local and regional markets. With the advent of cash crop production
               for export, women lost their control over land and the crop. Women once held important
               positions within the various ethnic groups. They seem to have lost their autonomy
               and spheres of influence with the coming of colonialism. More than half a century
               after colonialism, women have yet to recover fully their autonomy, land rights, and
               status and take their rightful places in the corridors of power. In general, men hold
               most of the prominent civic and government positions, as well as the role of traditional
               chief in the villages. Religious roles, from shamans to Catholic priests to Muslim
               imams, are now dominated by men.
            

            
             Before the rural land Law No. 98-75 was passed in 1998, women were not allowed to
               own land or inherit it, according to customary law. The 1998 law has not made much
               difference in rural areas where men still have control over ownership and custodial
               rights. In any case, cash crop production has upended the implicit local understandings
               about gender relations and the land question. For instance, as rubber has begun to squeeze out cassava around Abidjan, Adioukro women around Dabou are losing access to land and losing their main source of livelihood, growing cassava,
               the key ingredient for making attiéké. Without cassava, Adioukrou women have very little to do to earn an income. As one
               woman remarked, “our husbands are planting rubber for them, and only for them. It
               does not suit us.”
            

            
             There is pay equity in the formal business sector. Women are under-represented in
               most professions and in the managerial sector as a whole. Men continue to dominate
               managerial positions and enjoy the most career mobility usually due to a higher level
               of education and connections with other businessmen. In general, women encounter difficulty
               in obtaining loans to grow their businesses. They cannot meet the lending criteria,
               including title to a house and production of profitable cash crops, specifically cocoa and coffee. Their access to formal or official credit is therefore considerably constrained.
               This is consistent with the revelation in a recent World Bank report that only 15
               percent of the 800 businesses established from January to May 2012 in Côte d’Ivoire
               belonged to women. Meanwhile, women continue to dominate the informal sector of market
               trading, food vending, and pink collar or clerical jobs.
            

            
             Gender inequality is just as conspicuous in the education sector in Côte d’Ivoire.
               Although the general level of schooling in Côte d’Ivoire is low, that of girls (the
               girl child) is especially concerning. According to the United Nations Children’s Fund
               (UNICEF), in 2009, only 49 percent of girls were educated at primary school level
               as opposed to 61 percent of boys, and over 75 percent of girls received no secondary
               school education. The literacy rate for young women aged between 15 and 25 was only
               40 percent. The situation, grim to begin with in the northern areas of the country,
               where, under the influence of tradition, the population remains reluctant to educate
               girls, who are often responsible for domestic tasks, has been exacerbated by a decade
               of rebellion, civil war, and general politico-military crisis, which led to an exodus of teachers from the
               region.
            

            
             According to the United Nations Human Development Report in 2013, only 13.7 percent
               of adult women in Côte d’Ivoire had received a secondary education compared to 29.9
               percent of males. As Albert Cavallaro, writing for the Borgen magazine on 24 July 2014, remarked, both rates could stand improving; however, the
               fact that the male rate of secondary education is still more than double the female
               rate reflects a lack of priority for women’s education. “This alienation of women
               from government, business and education has had tragic consequences. One of the 10
               riskiest countries for newborns, Côte d’Ivoire has nearly 40 stillbirths for every
               thousand births, according to data from 2012. And for every 100,000 births, 400 mothers
               die from pregnancy related causes.”
            

            
             Girls and women in Côte d’Ivoire have also suffered a great deal from gender-based
               violence. They were among the hardest-hit casualties of the Ivoirian conflict. Rape,
               in particular, became a daily menace for rural women in the conflict zones. The perpetrators
               often went unpunished. Worse yet, the prevalence of rape has contributed to making
               Côte d’Ivoire the country with the highest rate of HIV/AIDS in West Africa. Although
               the rate of infection has decreased significantly since 1990 (from 14 percent to 4.7
               percent), it remains three to four times higher than in neighboring countries.
            

            
             The pervasiveness of gender imbalance can be seen in the political sphere as well.
               Women are very much under-represented in public and political life. Let us take the
               last two elections: during the 2000 elections, only 19 women were elected out of the
               225 members of the Assemblée Nationale (8.4 percent). In 2011, there were 124 female candidates vying for seats in the enlarged
               Assemblée Nationale of 255 members. Only 25 (9.8 percent) female candidates won. With
               regard to executive positions, in 2009 there were only 8 women mayors, 1 village chief
               (of a total of 1,500) who was a woman, and 1 woman who held the post of president
               of a regional council. In 2013, only 5 ministers (of the 29 ministerial positions)
               were women.
            

            
             While all of the above is true, the remarkable strides made by Ivoirian women in
               education has meant that they are increasingly a force to be reckoned with. They are
               slowly but surely getting their due rewards, positions, and status. They are now occupying
               government positions of greater significance beyond that of Family, Women’s Affairs,
               Women and Children, Family and Social Welfare, and Promotion of Women. In the last
               decade and a half, the ministries of education, health, justice, and keeper of the
               seals, sports, good governance, human rights, housing, and urban safety have all been
               run by women. And, for the first time, the Ministry of Economy has been entrusted
               to a woman, Madame Nialé Kaba. Ivoirian women have made impressive inroads in all spheres of endeavor, from art, fashion design, and music to literature and politics. Marguerite Abouet has put Yopougon and Côte d’Ivoire on the map of comic books. Murielle Ahoure is helping young girls to dream of athletic glory. And although ultimately unsuccessful,
               Anne Jacqueline Lohoues-Oble’s quest for the presidency of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, the first by a female
               candidate, is a promising venture into the male-dominated world of Ivoirian politics.
            

            
             Women of all backgrounds were among the hardest-hit casualties of the Ivoirian conflict.
               And yet they literally held up the sky. Against all odds, they struggled to bring
               food to the market from the countryside, running restaurants (maquis) to feed urban populations and also protesting against injustice. In the new dispensation,
               it is now time for Ivoirian women and men of goodwill to mobilize around a set of
               common interests and a progressive agenda, to secure an active role in the country’s
               evolving socio-political architecture, and infuse their interests into the national
               development and political dialogue.
            

            
         

         
         	WOMEN’S MARCH ON GRAND BASSAM

         
         	
            A watershed political moment in the struggle against colonial rule in general and
               the kind of repression unleashed by Governor Laurent Péchoux against the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI). By late 1949, the colonial government had arrested many PDCI leaders and
               locked them up in Grand Bassam, except those who had gone into exile or those protected by parliamentary immunity.
               In December, the political prisoners went on a hunger strike, and on 24 December 1949,
               a column of over 500 women danced and marched their way from Abidjan to the prison in Grand Bassam, some 48 kilometers away. They were attacked by troops
               with fire hoses, whips, and bayonets; 40 women were injured and 4 were arrested. This
               was the most overt of many episodes of resistance that caused French authorities to
               reconsider the situation and come to terms with Félix Houphouët-Boigny.
            

            
         

         
         	WORLD WAR I

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire contributed 22,944 troops to the war effort, about 15 out of every 1,000
               inhabitants in the colony, many of them pressed into service. Their return caused
               social disruption, in that they readjusted poorly to rural life and moved in great
               numbers to the new cities. To support the war effort, the French also required sharp
               increases in the production of cotton, rubber, rice, and cocoa and placed heavy portage demands on the intermediate populations. The Anyi resisted by taking advantage of the proximity of the border: over 12,000 fled to
               the Gold Coast and did not return until they were offered amnesty in 1918. The war
               also interrupted important work on the Vridi Canal.
            

            
         

         
         	WORLD WAR II

         
         	
            The outbreak of war in 1939 found most Ivoirians in support of the metropole. In the
               first place, they thought France would win; besides, they saw the possibility of improvement of their condition as
               a result of war conditions. About 8,000 Ivoirians were mobilized in 1939. The economy took a serious hit: the number of ships docking in Côte d’Ivoire fell from 140 to
               89 between 1940 and 1941, and tonnage fell from 748,000 to 289,000. The internal road
               network fell into disrepair. The lived experiences of the war veterans, the wartime
               hardships and burdens imposed on the population, and the general conditions of the colony only contributed to the rise of nationalism
               and more steadfast and sustained agitation for political reform, which was led by
               the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA). The pace of economic, social, and political development accelerated after
               the war.
            

            
         

         
         	WÔRÔ WÔRÔ

         
         	
            Relatively inexpensive and easily accessible form of taxi in Abidjan. The term is derived from Dyula and it implies “open to all.” There are three different kinds of wôrô wôrô: there are the brightly colored wôrô wôrô for each commune (intra-commune taxis); there are the red wôrô wôrô that are usually old and rickety looking or in bad shape that run between communes
               (inter-commune taxis); and then there are regular cars that have been converted into
               wôrô wôrô by their owners; they, too, may be at various stages of disrepair. In recent years,
               a fourth wôrô wôrô has emerged; this is when ordinary individuals use their vehicles to pick up people
               going in their general direction to and from work, just to generate “gas money” or
               earn a little extra cash. All these wôrô wôrô fares are generally negotiable compared to the metered taxis that can travel anywhere
               throughout the city.
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         	YACÉ, PHILIPPE GRÉGOIRE (1920–1998)

         
         	
            Senator, minister, and deputy as well as mayor, Yacé was one of the original leaders
               of the Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PDCI-RDA) before independence, and the first secretary general of the Rassemblement
               Démocratique Africain (RDA). He had a roller-coaster ride to the top of the Ivoirian
               political pyramid. He was at times unassailable as one of Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s closest allies; he was long considered to be the eventual successor to Houphouët-Boigny,
               but this always seemed to rankle the president, who found any talk of succession almost
               sacrilegious.
            

            
             Yacé was an ethnic Alladian born in Jacqueville and the undisputed spiritual leader and representative of the “3As”: Alladian, Aïzi,
               and Akouri, the indigenous inhabitants of the area around Abidjan between the lagoon and the sea. His father was a customs officer in Abidjan, and
               he attended primary school in Grand Bassam before leaving for Dakar to attend the École Normale William Ponty (1937–40) where he prepared for a teaching career. He taught for two years (1943–45)
               before serving in the French army in North Africa and France during World War II. He was demobilized in 1946 and awarded the Croix de Guerre for bravery. He returned
               home to resume teaching. He was appointed school director, then teaching inspector
               from 1947 to 1954. He became involved in nationalist and trade union politics and
               was a founding member and secretary general of the Syndicat des Enseignants de Côte
               d’Ivoire (1949–54), and secretary general of the Aboisso branch of the PDCI-RDA; he also led the Union de la Jeunesse de la Côte d’Ivoire.
               From Aboisso, Philippe Grégoire Yacé moved to Abidjan in 1950 and was elected to the
               Territorial Assembly, where he served for six years. He enjoyed tremendous political
               support from teachers and war veterans.
            

            
             With the creation of the French Community in 1958, Philippe Yacé was elected to the
               Constituent Assembly of Côte d’Ivoire and the Community Senate. He took over as secretary general of the
               PDCI-RDA in 1959 when Jean-Baptiste Mockey was sidelined for allegedly plotting against Houphouët-Boigny. Yacé was given the
               unenviable task of presenting the state’s case against Mockey and others. He is reported
               to have told friends that he had to “judge to avoid being judged,” perhaps an indication
               that he knew that his colleagues were being falsely accused.
            

            
             Yacé was elected deputy as well as mayor of Jacqueville for two decades from 1960
               to 1980. In 1965, he was named secretary general of the PDCI-RDA, with Houphouët-Boigny
               as honorary chairman. He often represented Houphouët-Boigny at international meetings.
               He also served as vice president of the Assemblée Nationale (1957–59) and president (1959–80). Yacé was accused of manipulating local elections
               in order to cultivate clients or a following. As a result, in September 1980, President
               Houphouët-Boigny not only canceled those elections, but he abolished the powerful
               position of secretary general of the party, a position Yacé had occupied since 1959.
               While he remained a member of the Political Bureau of the PDCI, he was also excluded
               from the newly created and more powerful nine-member Executive Committee of the PDCI.
               As if to rub salt in Yacé’s wounds, his other powerful position as president of the
               Assemblée Nationale was taken from him and given to a much younger rival, Henri Konan Bédié, who suddenly became the dauphin-in-waiting. For consolation, he was made chairman
               of the High Court of Justice in 1980. Through it all, Philippe Yacé remained loyal
               to Houphouët-Boigny.
            

            
             Nevertheless, after the 1980 humiliation, Yacé withdrew to his native Jacqueville
               and kept his silence for six long years. The Ivoirian press dubbed it Yacé’s “crossing
               of the desert.” However, in 1986, Houphouët-Boigny again turned to Yacé to fill the
               vacant position of president of the Economic and Social Council following the death
               of Mamadou Coulibaly. Yacé accepted the position even though it carried little political clout. Indeed,
               the Ivoirian press had dismissed the institution as irrelevant. He served in that
               capacity for two years. It is worth noting that when Houphouët-Boigny passed away
               in 1993, it was Philippe Yacé who rallied the party behind Konan Bédié and insisted
               on the implementation of Article 11 of the constitution. Although he was sometimes
               rumored as an “undeclared” member of the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR), he resisted the entreaties of ex–prime minister Alassane Ouattara for him to join. Thus, he continued to serve as a member of the Committee of Wise
               Elders of the PDCI until he passed away.
            

            
             Philippe Yacé was one of the Côte d’Ivoire’s most successful businessmen. He owned
               the largest pineapple plantation in the department of Divo, producing 8,600 tons of fresh pineapples for
               export in 1980, one-tenth of the national output. Yacé died in Abidjan on 28 November
               1998 at 78 years of age. President Bédié paid his debt to him by leading an elaborate
               funeral procession full of pomp and ceremony from Abidjan to his mausoleum in Jacqueville.
            

            
         

         
         	YAGO, BERNARD (1916–1997)

         
         	
            A Catholic priest, Bernard Yago was born in Yopougon. He attended the seminary in Abidjan before being ordained on 1 May 1947. He then taught at the Minor Seminary in Bingerville and served as director of the pre-seminary École de Petits Clerics until 1956. He
               pursued further studies at the Catholic Institute in Paris from 1957 to 1959. He returned
               to Côte d’Ivoire and served as adviser of Catholic Action in Abidjan until early 1960.
               On 5 April 1960, Pope John XXIII named him archbishop of Abidjan. He received his
               episcopal consecration by his Holy Father himself on 8 May in St. Peter’s in Rome.
               Archbishop Yago attended the Second Vatican Council (1962–65) and was a member of
               the Central Preparatory Commission. He had been president of the Episcopal Conference
               of Francophone West Africa since 1977. He became the country’s first cardinal when
               Pope John Paul II elevated him to the position of cardinal-priest of San Crisogono
               on 2 February 1983. His Eminence Cardinal Yago stepped down as archbishop on 9 December
               1994 due to his advanced age. He passed away in Abidjan on 5 October 1997 at age 81
               and is laid to rest in the metropolitan cathedral of Abidjan.
            

            
         

         
         	YAKUBA (YACOUBA)

         
         	
            See .
            

            
         

         
         	YAM

         
         	
            Genus Dioscorea, a traditional tuber food crop of Côte d’Ivoire, both in the forest zone and among
               the northern Senufo. There are 18 different species in Côte d’Ivoire; some of them grow wild, and some
               are cultivated. Yams are planted to some extent throughout the country, except in
               the southwest; they are not a traditional staple among the peripheral Mandé and are not grown at all by the Kru. They are especially important to the Agni, Baule, and other peoples of Akan culture, who mark the beginning of the yam harvest (between November and February
               depending on location) with important traditional religious ceremonies. The cultivated
               yam is of Asiatic origin, although there is an indigenous, wild variety sometimes
               gathered during the lean months (between planting and harvest) and during times of
               famine. Yam production has held relatively steady throughout the 1990s and 2000s,
               going from 4,456,280 tons in 2000 to 4,900,000 tons in 2007. Refer to table 1 on page
               62.
            

            
         

         
         	YAMOUSSOUKRO

         
         	
            The birthplace of Félix Houphouët-Boigny; it is located about 240 kilometers northwest of Abidjan. It benefitted during Houphouët-Boigny’s 35 years in office by spectacular growth,
               receiving over one-third of total urban investment outside Abidjan through the 1960s
               and 1970s. In March 1983, the Assemblée Nationale named Yamoussoukro the political and administrative capital of Côte d’Ivoire, for
               which designation the years of development had implicitly prepared it. It was already
               the site of a massive presidential residence and personal estate, complete with a
               moat populated by the sacred crocodiles whose ritual feeding was a spectacle to behold;
               the Maison du Parti (Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire, of course), with a large congress hall that could seat 1,000 people; the luxurious
               Hotel President; the Fondation Félix Houphouët-Boigny pour la Recherche de la Paix;
               and the different schools of the Institut National Polytechnique Félix Houphouët-Boigny
               (INPHB), not to mention the largest church in all of Christendom, the Basilique Notre Dame de la Paix, as well as an elegant though less imposing central mosque.
            

            
             Yamoussoukro is endowed with several other attractions. It features a world-class
               golf course. Its airport is one of only two in all of Africa that could accommodate
               the Concorde used to fly President Houphouët-Boigny on a few occasions. On 6 November
               2004, the French launched a devastating retaliatory air strike that targeted the Ivoirian
               air force fleet at the airport following an Ivoirian government bombing of the French
               military base in Bouaké that killed nine French peacekeepers. The long-awaited Catholic hospital that was
               to complement the basilica has also now been completed. President Alassane Ouattara officially opened the 250-bed St. Joseph Moscati de Yamoussoukro on 14 January 2015.
            

            
             The population of Yamoussoukro has grown by leaps and bounds. It has gone from 500 in 1950 to nearly
               150,000 in 1988 to an estimated 242,744 in 2010. The city is run by a governor who
               is none other than Augustin Thiam, the grand-nephew of Félix Houphouët-Boigny.
            

            
         

         
         	YAO N’DRÉ, PAUL (1956–)

         
         	
            Magistrate, law professor, and politician. Paul Yao N’Dré was born in Gogobro in the
               Divo department. He is an ethnic Dida. A long-standing member of the Front Populaire Ivoirien (FPI), he served as the party’s national secretary for justice and human rights until
               he was appointed president of the Constitutional Council when the six-year term of
               incumbent Yanon Yapo expired on 8 August 2009. The opposition parties were not favorably
               disposed to his appointment because of involvement with the FPI and his closeness
               to Laurent Gbagbo. His appointment was generally perceived as a deliberate attempt by Gbagbo to counter-balance
               the power of the Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI) over which he had little
               control. Not many people thought that Yao N’Dré would approve election results that
               showed his good friend Gbagbo losing.
            

            
             Those concerns and fears were confirmed following the second round of the presidential
               election held on 28 November 2010. On 2 December 2010, Gbagbo loyalists prevented
               Youssouf Bakayoko, head of the CEI, from announcing the election results. As a result, Bakayoko went
               to the UN-guarded Golf Hotel where Alassane Ouattara was also staying and announced the provisional results showing that Ouattara had
               won with 54.1 percent of the votes, against Gbagbo’s 45.9 percent. Paul Yao N’Dré
               immediately objected, saying that the CEI had missed the deadline for announcing the
               provisional results; consequently, the results announced were invalid. Gbagbo would
               argue at his installation on 4 December that it was not the CEI but the Constitutional
               Council that was legally authorized to announce election results. Yao N’Dré annulled
               the results from seven northern regions, which were strongholds of Alassane Ouattara,
               due to “irregularities” in order to arrive at the verdict of a narrow victory for
               Gbagbo: 51.45 percent as against 48.55 percent for Ouattara. Gbagbo was sworn in for
               a second term on 4 December 2010, triggering a post-election crisis that was followed
               by a second civil war.
            

            
             Yao N’Dré fled to Ghana when Ouattara’s forces triumphed over those of the government and their militia allies
               and arrested Gbagbo on 11 April 2011. He returned 10 days later to meet with Alassane
               Ouattara on 21 April. After the meeting, he refused to accept personal responsibility
               for the post-election crisis, preferring to pin the blame on the Ivoirian collective.
               He said, “We are all responsible for what happened; the current president, the former
               President Gbagbo, citizens, the media that inflamed it, everybody. There is no individual
               responsibility. It is not about individuals, it is the institutions. We need to rebuild
               Côte d’Ivoire, everyone, in a spirit of solidarity, love and fraternity.” In other
               words, the crisis was the collective responsibility of all Ivoirians.
            

            
             In a fascinating volte-face on Thursday 5 May, Yao N’Dré certified that Alassane
               Ouattara had won the election and that he was the president. He declared that the
               Constitutional Council had officially proclaimed Ouattara the winner of the election,
               paving the way for him to swear him in as president the following day, with the official
               inauguration ceremony to be held separately on 21 May 2011. President Ouattara appointed
               Francis Wodié on 25 July 2011 as the new president of the Constitutional Council. Since then, Yao
               N’Dré has disappeared from the national scene. There is speculation that he has gone
               back to live in exile in Ghana.
            

            
         

         
         	YAO N’GO, BLAISE (?–2014)

         
         	
            Trade union leader in the late 1950s who attempted to maintain links with the pan-territorial
               trade union federation, the Union Générale des Travailleurs d’Afrique Noire (UGTAN), headquartered in Conakry, Guinea. The general congress of UGTAN that was held from 15 to 18 January 1959 elected Sékou
               Touré president of the union. When relations with Guinea became strained, Félix Houphouët-Boigny pleaded with Yao N’Go to sever relations with the UGTAN, then ordered his deportation
               to Guinea in September 1959 when he refused. He was arrested on 7 October 1959, driven
               in secret the next day from Abidjan by a French security officer, and released in the forest on the border with Guinea.
               True to form, two decades later, in 1980, Yao N’Go was allowed to return to Côte d’Ivoire.
               He was even allowed to run for a seat in the Assemblée Nationale in 1980, which he did successfully, representing Bouaflé (1981–85 and 1991–95). A
               water and forest engineer, he served as general inspector of agriculture. He also
               managed the ASEC-Mimosa sporting club of Abidjan.
            

            
         

         
         	YAOUNDÉ CONVENTION

         
         	
            An association agreement signed in Yaoundé between the European Economic Community
               (EEC) and the 18 former African colonies of EEC member states that were newly independent.
               The first Yaoundé Convention (also known as Yaoundé I) was signed on 20 July 1963
               and entered into force on 1 June 1964. Valid for a period of five years, it modified
               Chapter IV of the Treaty of Rome that had established the EEC and defined its relationship
               to member states’ former colonies. After the first convention expired, a new one was
               signed on 29 July 1969. The second Yaoundé convention (Yaoundé II) entered into force
               on 1 January 1971, with Madagascar and Mauritius becoming new members. The Yaoundé
               II convention expired in 1974 and was replaced by a new convention signed in and named
               after Togo’s capital, Lomé, between an enlarged African, Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP)
               group of countries and the European Union (EU), successor to the EEC.
            

            
         

         
         	YAPOBI, LEON ALBERT FERNAND (?–2011)

         
         	
            A commis principal or senior African functionary in Abidjan during the 1945–47 elections. He proposed a slate for the 1945 municipal elections
               that would have included Europeans, but the meeting went instead with Félix Houphouët-Boigny’s idea of a purely African Bloc. Leon Yapobi convened a meeting in the same year at the house of the chef supérieur
               of the Ebrié and Attié in Treichville, at which Houphouët-Boigny was chosen as a candidate for the Constituent Assembly.
            

            
         

         
         	YAPOBI, LUCIEN

         
         	
            Maître Yapobi is the first indigenous lawyer to practice in Côte d’Ivoire. He succeeded
               Maître Louis Vigouroux. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	YELLOW FEVER

         
         	
            A disease caused by the “Amaril” virus, transmitted by the Aedes aegypti (mosquito). Yellow fever was responsible for decimating the population of Grand Bassam in 1899, which led to the transfer of the capital from there to Bingerville. The disease had presumably been eliminated from Côte d’Ivoire through massive vaccinations
               in 1960, but there have been more recent outbreaks in neighboring countries; this
               suggested the possibility of a return, especially in urban areas. Indeed, there was
               an outbreak of both yellow fever and dengue in Odienné in northern Côte d’Ivoire that killed three people in December 2009. There was another
               yellow fever outbreak in December 2010, this time in the Béoumi and Katiola districts in the Bandama Valley. A field investigation conducted from 10 to 15 January 2011 uncovered a total of
               64 suspected cases, including 25 deaths. An emergency vaccination campaign (21–28
               January 2011) targeted over 840,000 people aged nine months and older but managed
               to reach more than 700,000.
            

            
             Civil conflicts in Côte d’Ivoire and elsewhere in the West African region have destroyed
               or weakened already fragile health systems, making the resurgence of diseases such as yellow fever, dengue, and polio
               a real and present danger.
            

            
         

         
         	YOPOUGON

         
         	
            “Yop city,” as it is popularly known among the youth, is located between the forest Banco and the Ebrié Lagoon; it is the largest of Abidjan’s 10 communes. Yop city is a vibrant and dynamic place where young people less than
               20 years of age account for 56 percent of the population. It is also a very densely populated area. An estimated 2 million people live within
               a 153 square kilometer area. That means there are roughly 13,066 inhabitants per square
               kilometer. Here, unlike the country as a whole, 51 percent of the inhabitants are
               women and 49 percent are men. They are distributed among 11 villages and 8 quarters,
               divided into 32 sub-quarters. Yopougon has the largest industrial zone, with more
               than 300 different industries; it has 22 markets and four financial institutions—SGBCI, BICICI, BIA, and more recently
               BHCI. Yopougon is also famous for its Rue Princesse, with several nightclubs pulsating
               with zouglou music as well as restaurants (maquis). A 2006 census enumerated 1,500 maquis.
            

            
             Yopougon is a city of contrasts: attractive residential areas exist side by side
               with slum areas such as “Sicobois” or “Yao Sehi” and “Mon mari ma laissé.” The ramshackle
               houses of these slum areas are made of wood or makeshift planks and tin sheets. It
               also has a seedy side, with prostitution quite rife. It also has a campus of the University of Abidjan. Part of the energy and dynamism of the city emanated not only from its
               youthful demographic, but also from its ethnic and cultural diversity; the city is
               highly heterogeneous as a result of strong in-migration. Yopougon is also known for
               its jail, the Maca, the largest in the country, housing some 7,000 inmates. In the
               chaos of the battle for Abidjan, the inmates escaped in a jailbreak on 4 April 2011.
            

            
             Rue Princesse never used to sleep; it came to life from night until dawn. According
               to Monica Mark, the politico-military crisis silenced the music on Rue Princesse.
               The killings in the area spread fear. It is gradually recovering. The widely popular
               comic book series Aya de Yopougon is set in this commune.
            

            
         

         
         	YOUTH

         
         	
            Côte d’Ivoire does not provide a definition of youth; a youth card (carte jeune) that is available to all citizens ages 16 to 35 was launched in 2012; it gives access
               to the projects and programs initiated by the Ministry for the Promotion of Youth,
               Sports, and Leisure, such as job offers, vocational training, and various discounts.
               Majority and voting age is 18. The ministry is in charge of youth policy. The country
               is currently drafting a national youth policy and a policy on national civic service.
               The former is described as having a wider scope, which includes education, financial support, and protection of young people’s well-being. The National Civic
               Service Policy aims to shape young people into citizens, to educate them to respect
               state institutions and community values.
            

            
             A National Youth Fund (FNJ) is supposed to provide financial assistance and guidance
               to young people who want to engage in community-oriented entrepreneurial activities.
               The National Youth Council of Côte d’Ivoire (CNJCI) includes education-based youth
               associations, different youth federations, and youth NGOs represented by elected delegates.
               The CNJCI “aims to encourage youth civic participation, to represent the country’s
               culturally, politically and social diverse youth and share opinions and advice on
               matters regarding young people.” Possession of the youth card is necessary to elect
               CNJCI representatives, and having an independent income is a requisite for candidacy.
            

            
             The 2012 budget for the Ministry for the Promotion of Youth, Sports, and Leisure
               was 5.9 billion F CFA (US$12.3 million). It is unclear what proportion of this amount
               is specifically for youth. Transversal projects targeting youth, such as employment
               schemes, education, and training, are not included in the budget. The government has
               committed to allocating 810 billion F CFA (US$1.7 billion) to the modernization of
               the education system.
            

            
             The 2010 report by the Catalan Institute for Peace examines the role of youth in
               the nation’s conflict. Youth were both subjected to and active in the violence of
               the civil war (i.e., the militias and rebel groups) and in the political and ethnic conflicts following
               the presidential election in 2010. The 2010 report by the United States Institute
               of Peace highlights the devastating effects of the civil war on education in the country
               and its relationship to the conflict. It states, “Since the beginning of the civil
               war in Côte d’Ivoire in 2002, the education sector has been the scene of several confrontations
               involving the government, the rebel movements, teachers, and student organizations.
               The issues range from education policy to the status and coordination of teachers,
               access to education, and the organization and administration of exams. Children and
               young people have been particularly affected by the conflict. Thousands of children
               have been separated from their families, physically and sexually abused, and abducted
               and forced to join combat operations. Others have dropped out of school due to constant
               displacement. The civil service training promised to youth affected by war and ex-child
               soldiers by the OPA is an important step in addressing these issues, but focus should
               not only be on job skills.” Prevention and treatment of AIDS are also a challenge
               to the well-being of youth in the country. According to a presidential decree, a Ministry
               for the Fight against AIDS was created in 2007 alongside the formulation of an action
               plan against the pandemic. In 2012, the government announced events to raise the awareness
               of youth regarding prevention of the virus, addressing young women in particular.
               According to UNICEF, in 2012 only 32 percent of women ages 15 to 24 used condoms with
               different partners. Prevalence of HIV is 0.7 percent for males and 1.2 percent for
               females among this age group.
            

            
             The National Civil Service Program is part of the reconstruction process after the
               civil war of 2002. It is meant to complement the education system and create a sense
               of nationality and citizenship in the youth of Côte d’Ivoire. Beyond the cultural
               motives behind the civic service, it was created to fight the rising youth unemployment
               rates especially in urban areas. Recent projects of the National Civic Service Program
               included “La Carte Jeune.” Introduced in early 2012, it will help decrease youth poverty
               in Côte d’Ivoire. Youth will be provided with a card that serves as a voucher for
               basic products such as nutritious food or utensils and will either cover or reduce
               the cost of certain products. In the summer of 2012, the Ministry of Youth launched
               Promoting Youth Employment in Agriculture, a project introducing youth into the agricultural
               and commerce sector to promote youth employment through collaboration with the Italian
               government and a specialized Italian organization called AIA. The ministry has created
               a forum to promote youth employment. As of November 2012, 57,156 youth across the
               country were participating.
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         	ZADI, MARCEL KESSY (1936–)

         
         	
            President of the Economic and Social Council since 19 May 2011, Kessy Zadi has had
               a long and distinguished career in both the public and private sector. He trained
               as an engineer in rural development and then joined the Ivoirian civil service. He
               first worked in the Ministry of Agriculture before joining the parastatal in charge
               of agricultural development known as the Société d’Assistance Technique pour la Modernisation
               Agricole de Côte d’Ivoire (SATMACI), a perfect fit given his technical training. However,
               in the beginning of the 1970s, he opted for a position in the private sector with
               the Société de Distribution d’Eau de la Côte d’Ivoire (SODECI), the leading private
               water supply company in Africa. He rose through the ranks of the company to become
               president in 1985. He then joined the Compagnie Ivoirienne d’Electricité (CIE) as
               its general manager in 1990.
            

            
             Kessy Zadi is the founder of the Union Africaine des Producteurs and Distributeurs
               d’Eau. He is also honorary president of the national council of employers, an organization
               he led from 1993 to 1998. Through his NGO Ouyiné (“Solidarity” in Bété), he has transformed his village Yacolidabouo (Southwest) into a model of participatory
               development. He is a strong advocate of corporate social responsibility and modeled
               this philosophy when he was in charge of both SODECI and CIE.
            

            
         

         
         	ZADI ZAOUROU, BERNARD (1938–2012)

         
         	
            Academic, writer, and politician. Bernard Zadi Zaourou also went by the name of Bottey
               Zadi Zaourou. He was born in Soubré and earned a doctorate degree in literature from the University of Strasbourg. He was a founding member of the Parti Ivoirien des Travailleurs (PIT) but left to form his own party, the Union des Sociaux Démocrates (USD), to
               contest the 1990 presidential election, although he ended up abstaining. Following
               the death of President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, Zadi Zaourou accepted a position in the government of Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan, the only opposition leader to join the so-called government of openness under the
               new president Henri Konan Bédié in December 1993. He served as minister of culture until the government was toppled
               by the coup.
            

            
             Bernard Zadi Zaourou was highly regarded as a scholar. Indeed, he could be more aptly
               described as a renaissance scholar, as reflected in how prolific he was as a writer
               in several different genres, including poetry, theater, fiction, and literary criticism.
               Moreover, he conceived the literary aesthetic known as “Didiga.” He even worked on
               a project that resulted in an album that fused music with poetry. He was also a politically
               “engaged” writer, as is reflected in “Littérature et Dialectique: une application
               du Matérialisme dialectique à la literature.” He even earned a reputation as a feminist
               on the basis of two of his works in particular, La Guerre des Femmes and La Termitière. He was a member of the Association des Ecrivains de Côte d’Ivoire (AECI). A major
               literary award has been named for him: the Grand Prix Littéraire Bernard Zadi Zaourou.
            

            
         

         
         	ZARANOU

         
         	
            A small town and commune in the Moyen-Comoé region in the department of Abengourou; it is also the Anyi capital, where Louis-Gustave Binger spent over three years, and where Marcel Treich-Laplène completed a protectorate treaty with the Anyi in 1887. A museum created in 1968 is
               housed in the old residence of Binger dating back to 1901. Its current reputation
               is that it is the preferred route for smuggling Ivoirian cocoa to Ghana.
            

            
         

         
         	ZOBLAZO

         
         	
            Music-cum-dance style pioneered by Meiway. Like a lot of contemporary Ivoirian music, zoblazo is a musical dance rhythm with a percussion base. The difference is that zoblazo is infused with the folklore of Meiway’s Nzima ethnic group located in both southern Côte d’Ivoire and southern Ghana. The original musical synthesis consists of stories, often with a social message,
               that is set to modern music and is danced with a white handkerchief as a sign of sheer
               ecstasy and joyous celebration.
            

            
             The dancers, both male and female, start from a standing position and gradually work
               their way or, as an American would say, boogey down to the floor in a stooped position
               before dancing their way back up. Some of the women may carry pans filled with pagnes and trinkets on their head as they dance. Spectators may dance their way into the
               circle and place money on the foreheads of the dancers or simply fling several currency
               notes at the dancers to display their joy and means. Someone in the group collects
               the money on behalf of the dancers. See also .
            

            
         

         
         	ZOUAKONION SORHO

         
         	
            Based on tradition, the 13th in chieftaincy line from Nangen as head of the Tyembara Senufo. Zouakonion became chief in the 1840s and defended his region against the Malinke of Odienné. He did, however, lose power to the Senufo kingdom of Kenedugu at Sikasso; he became
               a vassal of Tiéba and joined forces with him to defeat other Senufo groups, the Tyembara
               of Niellé and the Nafambelé. Still loyal to Sikasso, he extended his own authority
               over the central Senufo region. Zouakonion became very ill and stepped down in favor
               of his son Peleforo Gbon Sorho, better known by his Manding name, Gbon Coulibaly. Zouakonion died in 1894 after a remarkably long reign of 54 years.
            

            
         

         
         	ZOUGLOU

         
         	
            Urban musical style based on a traditional rhythm that was developed by students from
               the late 1980s. The musical genre was used to chronicle the experiences of students
               in particular and youth and society in general. It became a musical testament to the
               suffering of students: inadequate housing or overcrowded residence halls, leading
               to “squatting” in residence halls by students who were not assigned rooms. These “Cambodiens,”
               as they are popularly called in zouglou, live three to seven in a room meant for only one or two. This was particularly the
               experience of students on the Yopougon campus.
            

            
             Zouglou has a decidedly narrative style. The music tells the story in ways that can be understood
               by the listeners. Zouglou music is sung in Ivoirian popular French and in Nouchi with wit and a great deal of humor, using local metaphors to paint vivid images of
               life in Abidjan and on university campuses. The musical groups that pioneered the genre became the new griots of the
               Ivoirian urban scene. They chronicled whatever was happening in Côte d’Ivoire, from
               political and economic scandals to campus corruption and what people were experiencing
               in their private lives.
            

            
             Zouglou is considered the first genuinely national music of Côte d’Ivoire as opposed to the
               other popular music of the urban scene, the Ivoirianized Jamaican reggae music popularized
               by Alpha Blondy and others. Some of the original groups or pioneers include Didier Bilé and the “Parents
               du campus” and the Esprit Gazeur (the spirit of enjoyment). However, the single biggest
               hit of this music is arguably “Premier Gaou” by Magic System; this group has become the biggest ambassadors of zouglou music.
            

            
         

      

      
      
   
      Appendix A

      
         
         Governors of Côte D’Ivoire from 1893 to 1960

         
      

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  Governors

               
               
               	
                  Interim Governors

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  1. BINGER (Louis Gustave), 20 March 1893–23 February 1896

               
               
               	
                  BERTIN (Eugène), 23 February 1896–13 May 1896

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  2. MOUTTER (Louis), 14 May 1896–11 September 1898

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  3. ROBERDEAU (Henri Charles Victor Amédée), 11 September 1898–5 November 1902

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  4. CLOZEL (Marie François Joseph), 25 November 1902–15 August 1907

               
               
               	
                  NEBOUT (Albert Anatole), 5 November 1902–25 November 1902

                  
                  15 August 1907–18 February 1908

MERWART (Emile)

                  
                  17 July 1904–6 January 1905

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  5. ANGOULVANT (Louis-Gabriel)

                  
                  18 February 1908–27 December 1916

               
               
               	
                  BRUN (Pierre)

                  
                  28 June 1909–August 1909

GUYON (Marie Casimir Joseph), 12 May 1911–22 May 1913

JULIEN (Gustave Henri Jacques), 29 October 1913–4 September 1914

LAPALUD (Maurice Pierre), 28 July 1916–1 December 1916 and 27 December 1916–9 October
                     1917
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  6. ANTONETTI (Raphaël), 9 October 1917–6 December 1924

               
               
               	
                  BEURNIER (Maurice), June 1919–22 September 1919

CHAPON (Pierre Amable), 24 January 1922–28 September 1922

BRUNOT (Richard), 2 April 1924–23 August 1924

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  7. REPIQUET (Jules), 23 August 1924—not installed

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  8. LAPALUD (Maurice Pierre), 6 December 1924–29 November 1929

               
               
               	
                  BOURGINE (Maurice Léon), 20 May 1927–March 1928

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  9. BREVIE (Joseph Jules), 29 November 1929–30 October 1930

               
               
               	
                  BOUTONNET (Jean Paul), 28 October 1930

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  10. RESTE (Dieudonné François), 30 October 1930–21 May 1935

               
               
               	
                  BOURGINE (Raoul Joseph), 3 March 1931–28 December 1932

FLOTTE DE POUZOLS (Marie Alphonse), 7 May 1935–28 June 1935

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  11. DEITTE (Alphonse), 21 May 1935–24 October 1936

               
               
               	
                  LAMY (Julien Georges), 7 March 1936–24 October 1936

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  12. MONDON (Gaston Charles Julien), 24 October 1936–5 March 1940

               
               
               	
                  BRESSOLLES (Louis), 16 July 1938–27 January 1939

CROCICCHIA (Horace Valentin), 27 January 1939–5 March 1940

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  13. CROCICCHIA (Horace Valentin), 5 March 1940–1 January 1941

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  14. DESCHAMPS (Hubert), 1 January 1941–29 September 1942

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  15. REY (Georges Pierre), 29 September 1942–3 August 1943

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  16. TOBY (Jean François), 3 August 1943. Reassigned to Niger.

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  17. LATRILLE (André), 26 August 1943–20 May 1947

               
               
               	
                  MAUDUIT (Henri Jean Marie de), 14 August 1945–20 February 1947

DURAND (Oswald), 20 February 1947–20 May 1947

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  18. DURAND (Oswald), 20 May 1947–29 January 1948

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  19. ORSELLI (Georges Louis Joseph), 29 January 1948–10 November 1948

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  20. PECHOUX (Laurent Elisée), 10 November 1948–25 April 1952

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  21. PELIEU (Pierre François), 25 April 1952. Died in a plane crash.

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  22. BAILLY (Camile Victor), 10 July 1952–19 February 1954

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  23. MESSMER (Pierre Auguste Joseph), 19 February 1954–18 February 1956

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  24. LAMI (Pierre Auguste Michel Marie), 18 February 1956–23 February 1957

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  25. NATTES (Ernest de), 23 February 1957–7 August 1960

               
               
               	
                   

               
            

         
      

      

      
      
   
      Appendix B

      
         
         Heads of State of Côte d’Ivoire since Independence

         
      

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  Name

               
               
               	
                  Term of Office

               
               
               	
                   Political Affiliation

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Félix Houphouët-Boigny

               
               
               	
                  7 August 1960

               
               
               	
                  7 December 1993 

               
               
               	
                  PDCI-RDA

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Henri Konan Bédié

               
               
               	
                  7 December 1993

               
               
               	
                  25 December 1999 

               
               
               	
                  PDCI-RDA

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  General Robert Guéï 

               
               
               	
                  25 December 1999

               
               
               	
                  25 October 2000 

               
               
               	
                  Military

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Laurent Koudou Gbagbo

               
               
               	
                  25 October 2000

               
               
               	
                  11 April 2011 

               
               
               	
                  FPI

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Alassane Dramane Ouattara

               
               
               	
                  4 December 2010

               
               
               	
                  Present

               
               
               	
                  RDR

               
            

         
      

      

      
      

      
      
   
      Appendix C

      
         Prime Ministers of Côte d’Ivoire since 1990

         
      

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  Name

                  
               
               
               	
                  Term of Office

                  
               
               
               	
                  Political Affiliation

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Alassane Dramane Ouattara

                  
               
               
               	
                  7 November 1990 

                  
               
               
               	
                  9 December 1993

                  
               
               
               	
                  PDCI-RDA

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Daniel Kablan Duncan

                  
               
               
               	
                  15 December 1993 

                  
               
               
               	
                  24 December 1999

                  
               
               
               	
                  PDCI-RDA

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Seydou Elimane Diarra

                  
               
               
               	
                  24 December 1999 

                  
               
               
               	
                  26 October 2000

                  
               
               
               	
                  None

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Pascal Affi N’Guessan

                  
               
               
               	
                  30 October 2000 

                  
               
               
               	
                  10 December 2000

                  
               
               
               	
                  FPI

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Seydou Elimane Diarra

                  
               
               
               	
                  10 February 2003 

                  
               
               
               	
                  4 December 2005

                  
               
               
               	
                  None

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Charles Konan Banny

                  
               
               
               	
                  4 December 2005 

                  
               
               
               	
                  29 March 2007

                  
               
               
               	
                  PDCI-RDA

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Guillaume Kigbafori Soro

                  
               
               
               	
                  29 March 2007

                  
               
               
               	
                  13 March 2012

                  
               
               
               	
                  FN

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Jeannot Kouadio-Ahoussou

                  
               
               
               	
                  13 March 2012

                  
               
               
               	
                  14 November 2012

                  
               
               
               	
                  PDCI-RDA

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Daniel Kablan Duncan

                  
               
               
               	
                  21 November 2012 

                  
               
               
               	
                  Present 

                  
               
               
               	
                  PDCI-RDA
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      Introduction

      
      Bibliographic entries are especially complete on sources in English, but serious work
         on many Ivoirian topics requires knowledge of French. The literature in English is
         particularly extensive in economics, politics, and art and is most incomplete in sociology,
         ethnology, most historical topics, and the physical and life sciences. Because the
         dictionary is primarily oriented toward the English-speaking reader, it does not include
         the modest literature on Côte d’Ivoire in languages other than French and English.
      

      
       In general, works in French not published in standard, relatively accessible sources
         are not included here. On the other hand, unpublished dissertations in English are
         generally included because they are widely available in the United States in microform
         through inter-library loan or from University Microfilms in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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                  ACCT

               
               
               	
                  Agence de la Coopération Culturelle et Technique

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ACES

               
               
               	
                  Agence de la Coopération Economique et Sociale 

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ASR

               
               
               	
                  African Studies Review 
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