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MAREH 18 = MAY 7, 1854
15,000 French soldiers against 40,000 Viet Minh
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THE BATTLE OF DIEN BIEN PHU

al Vo Nguyen Giap of the Vietnam People’s Army
defeats the French forces based at a miltary outpost in
the town of Dien Bien Phu.

This signals the end of French power in Indochina, They
withdraw completely, ending an eight year war against
the Viet Minh in which 400,000 soldiers and civilians in

total had died.
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GUERRILLA WARFARE

South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem begins a cam-
paign against palitical dissidents. As well as launching a
crackdown against Viet Minh suspects, pro-Catholic Diem
also targets the majority Buddhist population.

“The communist Viet Winh begin a widespread campaign of
guerrila warfare in South Vietram, By the end of 1957, over
200 Souith Viethamese officials are killed.
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THE END OF DIEM

U.S. President Kennedy pledges extra aid to South Vietnam
in1961. The number of American advisors increases, as does
the size of the Souith Vietnamese Army.

NOVEMBER 2, 1963

11963, President Diem is assassinated in a military coup.
Why? Because Diem had alienated the South Vietnamese by
oppressing Buddhists, making the accomplishment of U.S.
anti-communist goals difficul. 15,000 U.S. mililary advisors
are now in South Vietnam to help the weakened ARVN.
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The war in Vietnam saw a bitter
conflict between the United States
and North Vietnamese Communist

forces.

The U.S. was concerned that If Viet-
nam fell to Communism other parts
of Asia would, too. So it sent thou-
sands of soldiers to fight in the

region.

It would Ultimately become an unsuc-
cessful and unpopular war with Amer-
ican soldiers and people back home.
It was a dark chapter in U.S. history.
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5, there was na hope for the Empire’ of japan
option is to surrender. It loses Warld War Il and v
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man from the
baite.

Helicopters had a very important role in the Vietnam War.
The Hiey helcopter s one of the most famous symbolsof
aops into the battlefied and

o provide
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KITCHEN

Tunnel rats became the nickname for
American soldiers who would £ into
the Viet Cong tunnels to kill any enemy
soldiers fiiding insice, They were armed
wilh & pistol, & bayanet and a flashiight
There were many threats to consider,
apart from the enermy soldiers ~ booby
traps, scorpions and snakes also lurked
inside!
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FIRING
POST

2 TRAP.

During the Vietnam War against the colonial
French forces, the Viel Cang had created a system
of underground tunnels which gave them the
element of surprise. By the 19605 these tunmels
became more saphisticated with headquarters,
Kitchens and hospitals.

L

FIRST AID STATION
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1869-72

During she Viewam War, 1/3rd
of American Lraops were drafiect
into military senvice agains: their
will through a lottery stem,
The Gaverrment Seleczve Ser-
vice! colocted the names of all
men sged between 18 25,

258

The ottery was drawn by plac-
ing birthdates of men born
oM 1924 1550 1o capsules
on lps of paper. The arder in
wihich birthdates were drawn
were the order in which men
would serve in Vieman, The:
first rumber drawn was 258
ar Seprember 14,

Many were against
this draft sysem
and avoided tumning

ug for the military.
sevice test or fled to
Canada.
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| By the sixties, most Americans had a television, The me-

dia often infllienced peaple's opinions of the war, in 3 bad
way, which meant that it had to be controlled more closely
by the government. The Tet Offensive in 1968 was a feilure
for North Vietnam. However, the media focused on the Viel
Cong's attack on the U5, Embassy. This made the American
public start Lo appose the war an a wide scale.
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PUN]I STAKE TRAP.

Aparticular menace.
for US. troops were
‘punii stake traps lefl
by the Viet Cong. They
were cancealed sharp-
ened bambao slicks.

stuckin a pit. The un-
knowing solder would
walkinto the trap and
getimpaled.

AGENT ORANGE

Achemical herbicide and
defoliant that was sprayed (o
stop enemy craps from grow-
ing, and to remove the lcaves
from trees, exposing Viet
Cong hiding spots. It contains
dioxin, which is highly toxic,
and it still contaminates paris
of Vietnam 1o this day.

NAPALM

Napaim was a terrifying
and devastating weapon

dropped in hombing runs: i
When the chemical was

mixed with gasoline ic

burnt most of the land

and released carbon mon-
oxide, poisoning the air.
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WEAPONS & EQUIPMENT

“Born to Kil*

slogan Marker grafiti

Peace badge counting down number of
months left

Camouflage
cover

Acecard  Spare Bullets

M-1 Helmet:

HELMET GRAFFITI

American soldiers wore the N-1 helmet or, & the troops
liked to callit - 3 “steel pot.” The helmets, when worn, felt
like they weighed half a ton. Bored G.l.s wrote slogans
such as "War Is Hell” using marker pen on the camou-
flage covers and calendars counting down the months
left of their tour of duty. They also attached survival
iterns and bullets to the helmet with the cover's elastic
band
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NORTH
VIETNAM VICTORY

APRIL 80, 1978

Army invades South Vietnam, taking
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f Vietnam comes under the Communist Party's
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President johnson authorizes an increase in troop numbers
50 that the American milltary and the South Vietnamese can
aunch major operations against the Narth, By the end of
7986, U.5. traop numbers in Vietnam rise t@ 400,000 Many
American casualties are caused by Viet Cong ambushes,
sniper fire and booby traps

LB e/

i

s period s known as the
] el ol wsr
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| on'the mai responsiblty of
| Caniing the Norih ietnar:
Prag
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Operation Cadar Falls is launched to destroy the “Iron Tri-
angle,” which < a major communist stranghold near Saigon.
USS. soldiers discover and destroy the [arge tunnel complex-
&4 which are sed by the Viet Cong ih guerrilia raids.

On September 3, 1967, Nguiyen Van Thieu becomes Presi-
dent of South Vietnam, s a result, the U.S. has a more
stable gavernment in Saigon, the capital of the Republic of
Vietnam
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AN UNPOPULAR WAR
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By the end of March, the Communists have not achieved
their abjectives and have lost 32,000 soldiers. The U.S. Iosses
are around 3,000. However, the combination of the surprise
communist aitacks, the media and over optimistic reports by
General Westmoreland about the enemy (who have entered
the U.S. Embassy) lowers morale.

The Viet Cong ga
from house t5
house, hunting cvi-
fans connected with
the American and
South Vietriamese
farces






images/00026.jpeg
CEASEFIRE

NI
JANUARY 27, 9578






images/00025.jpeg
ANTI - WAR PROTESTS

MAY 4, 1970
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THE GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT
AUEUST 2, 1984
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w

involvement in Vietnam with Opera:
Thunder. The strategy s Lo bomb North Vietriarm
from the air, in the hopes that the Communist Party leaders
will accept the non-cammunist South Vietam government.
Additianally, the bombardments would destroy supplies go-
ing o the Viet Cong, who were causing havoc in the South.
The operation is &
the North Vietnam
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1) Where were the French defeat
(A) My Lai (B) Dien Bien Phu (G} S3

5) What was Agent Orange?
{8) Ahetbicide (5) A flarmabls chemical (G) A pastic explosive.

6] What is Tat?
(A) The Vielnamese new vear (B) A bornbing sirategy
(C) A \‘samn

al of the Republl
) Saigon (C) Hanol

How many answers did you got right?

118 PRIVATE - Get back o boot camp reruit!

45 SERGEANT - Time ta lead the men, Sergeant.

7-8 LIEUTENANT - You are quie the ilary genius!
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