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[image: HMM, IF IT DID WORK . . . WE’D FLOAT, AND THAT’S PRETTY MUCH FLYING! EXACTLY! PULL HARDER! I THINK IT’S WORKING!]




For my friend Jessixa.

Thank you so much to Jason T. Miles, Jesse Iiams-Hauser, Kevin Slota, Lydia Ortiz, Taylor Norman, Jennifer Laughran, the Bagleys, Sunny, Story, and Puppy.


[image: IT’S NOT GONNA WORK, DOG! WE WON’T KNOW UNTIL YOU TRY, HAT. JUST GRAB ME BY THE EARS AND PICK ME UP!]
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[image: 1 There They Go]




[image: OH, HI! WELCOME TO LADY OLIO’S CORNER STORE. OOH, GRAB SOME OF THOSE THINGIES. DOG AND HAT ARE DOING SOME SHOPPING. BUY THAT COMIC BOOK. HAVE YOU MET? THIS IS HAT. HELLO! HI. THIS IS DOG.]




[image: AND YOU REALLY SHOULD HAVE SOME OF THOSE. I THINK WE ARE GOOD FOR TODAY, HAT. WE COULD BE HERE FOREVER! CLEAN UP ON AISLE FIVE!]




[image: I LOVE LADY OLIO’S STORE. SHE HAS EVERYTHING! BUT I DON’T NEED ANY OF THESE THINGS, HAT.]




[image: YOU MAY KNOW WHAT YOU NEED. BUT I KNOW WHAT YOU WANT.]




[image: Dog! OH NO!]




[image: WHERE DID THEY GO?! YOUR POLKA DOTS!]




[image: THERE THEY ARE! RATS! THEY BOUNCED DOWN THE STORM DRAIN!]




[image: THOSE WERE MY FAVORITE DOTS ON MY FAVORITE SHIRT.]




[image: LOOK, DOG, AN OPEN MANHOLE! HALT SKATE QUEEN LET’S GO GET YOUR DOTS BACK. ]







[image: 2 You Can’t Go Underground Underprepared]




[image: BUT IT’S DARK AND SCARY DOWN THERE! SEWER CAT GOES DOWN THERE EVERY DAY TO FIX THE PIPES UNDER THE CITY. WE MIGHT GET LOST. DOG IS RIGHT! YIKES!]




[image: IT’S DANGEROUS DOWN HERE. YOU CAN’T COME UNDERGROUND UNDERPREPARED. SEWER CAT! BUT WE HAVE TO GET DOG’S POLKA DOTS BACK! LOOK AT SEWER CAT’S NEAT SEWER SUPPLIES. I HAVE THIS BIG SANDWICH IN CASE I RUN INTO A HUNGRY ALLIGATOR. BUT EVEN WITH ALL THIS COOL STUFF, I GET LONELY SOMETIMES. YOU TWO ARE LUCKY TO HAVE EACH OTHER! AND YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU’RE GONNA NEED VAMPIRE TEETH, A TUNNEL FLUTE, A PIZZA SLICER, X-RAY SPECTACLES . . .]




[image: I WOULD LIKE YOU TO HAVE THIS ACTION DIGGER TO KEEP YOU COMPANY IN THOSE DARK NETHER REGIONS. FOR ME?!]




[image: HERE’S A TOKEN OF MY THANKS. THE MAP KNOWS THE WAY. SEWER MAP WOW! THANKS. WINK DOG AND HAT ARE READY FOR THEIR QUEST!]







[image: 3 Go with the Flow]




[image: I DON’T REMEMBER. SHE SAID A LOT OF THINGS. DID SEWER CAT SAY SOMETHING ABOUT HUNGRY ALLIGATORS?]




[image: QUESTION: WHAT DO YOU CALL A GROUP OF RATS? IT’S SO DARK DOWN HERE. GOOD THING WE GOT THAT FLASHLIGHT. SQUEAK SQUEAK EEEEK! SQUEAK ANSWER: A GROUP OF RATS IS CALLED A MISCHIEF. IT’S TRUE! SQUEAK]




[image: OH, HI BUDDIES. DO Y’ALL LIKE CHEESE? WE HAVE CHEESE. SQUEAK DOG! THAT WAS OUR CHEESE! SQUEAK SQUEAK OH FIDDLE-FADDLE, HAT! HMPH, FINE, LET’S HAVE A LOOK AT THIS MAP. WE’RE GUESTS DOWN HERE.]




[image: HEH, THERE’S SOME GOOD COUPONS ALONG THE EDGE HERE. IF YOU WERE A POLKA DOT, WHERE WOULD YOU GO? GEE, I WOULD GO WITH THE FLOW I GUESS.]




[image: SQUEAK GREAT IDEA, DOG! FOLD THIS SILLY MAP INTO A BOAT. SQUEAK SQUEAK SQUEAK SQUEAK I DON’T THINK WE’LL FIT IN THE BOAT, HAT. WE AREN’T GOING TO RIDE ON IT. WE ARE GOING TO FOLLOW IT.]




[image: THE BOAT WILL TAKE US RIGHT TO YOUR DOTS.]







[image: 4 Heck or High Water]




[image: THE BOAT SAILED THROUGH THE TWISTED TUNNELS AS IF IT HAD DONE SO MANY TIMES BEFORE. DOG AND HAT FOLLOWED CLOSE BEHIND.]




[image: I SHOULD HAVE TOLD MY DOTS HOW MUCH THEY MEAN TO ME. I TOOK THEM FOR GRANTED. MOST OF THE TIME I DIDN’T THINK OF THEM AT ALL. NICE LIMBO, DOG. THEY ARE PROBABLY LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO GIVE THEM THE ATTENTION THEY DESERVE.]




[image: WHAT IF MY DOTS DON’T WANT ME BACK? HORSEFEATHERS, DOG! THOSE POLKA DOTS COULDN’T DREAM OF A FRIEND WHO’S MORE THOUGHTFUL, LOYAL, AND BRAVE!]




[image: THE BOAT WHIZZED DOWN A SLIDE. EEEEEEEE! YIPPEEEEE! SO DID DOG AND HAT.]




[image: THAT’S A BIG DROP, DOG. C’MON, HAT, YOU’RE BRAVER THAN A PAPER BOAT! THE BOAT TUMBLED OVER A WATERFALL.]




[image: WE ARE NOT AFRAID! SO DID DOG AND HAT. BUT THE WATER WAS DEEPER AND FASTER NOW.]




[image: HAT COULD SEE DOG WAS FINALLY GETTING NERVOUS AS THEY CAUGHT UP WITH ONE OF THE LOST POLKA DOTS. LOOK, DOG! WE MUST BE CLOSE!]




[image: IT’S A SLOW POLKA! NO! A POKY DOT! BUT HAT’S JOKES FELL ON SOGGY EARS . . . THE WATER RUMBLED AND CHURNED AND DOG COULDN’T GET A HOLD ON THE SLIPPERY POLKA DOT.]




[image: THE BOAT RUSHED INTO A VORTEX! I DON’T WANT TO BE FLUSHED! IF YOU NEED COURAGE, BORROW MINE. IT’S MY TURN TO BE BRAVE FOR YOU! MY COURAGE HAS GONE DOWN THE DRAIN! SO DID DOG AND HAT. THAT DRAIN IS JUST THE DOOR TO THE NEXT PART OF OUR STORY. AROUND THE WORLD AND BACK AGAIN, THAT’S THE SAILOR’S WAY! HOLD ME, HAT!]







[image: 5 The Next Part of the Story]




[image: THE BOAT, THE POLKA DOT, AND THE DOG AND THE HAT SPLASHED INTO A DARK CAVERN. WHO TURNED OUT THE LIGHTS? WE ARE NOT AFRAID! I THOUGHT WE WERE GONERS! DON’T SPEAK TOO SOON!]




[image: DOG! IT’S A HUNGRY ALLIGATOR! RUN BEFORE IT EATS US UP!]




[image: image]




[image: BELIEVE ME, I WOULD LOVE TO EAT YOU UP. BUT I FEEL SIMPLY AWFUL. I’VE COME DOWN WITH A BAD CASE OF SNEEZY SPOTS. PSST. THOSE SNEEZY SPOTS ARE MY POLKA DOTS! ALLIGATOR MUST BE ALLERGIC. BUT IF WE REMOVE THE SNEEZY SPOTS, WE’LL BE LUNCH. HAT GAVE DOG’S HEAD A LITTLE SQUEEZE. DOG KNEW THAT MEANT HAT HAD AN IDEA.]




[image: YOU’RE IN LUCK, ALLIGATOR. MY NAME IS DOCTOR HAT, AND THIS IS NURSE DOG. HOWDY. HELP ME, DOC, I’LL DO ANYTHING!]




[image: LET’S TAKE A LOOK-SEE. BRING ME IN NICE AND CLOSE, NURSE DOG. NOW, IF YOU WOULD PLEASE POKE THE SPOT, NURSE DOG. DON’T WORRY, LITTLE DOT, I’M HERE TO SAVE YOU! JUST AS I SUSPECTED: POLKA POX.]




[image: CAN YOU FIX ME, DOC? I HAVE GOOD NEWS. I HAVE THE CURE RIGHT HERE IN MY BAG . . . BUT YOU MUST PROMISE NOT TO EAT US. WHATEVER YOU SAY. UH-OH, HE’S CROSSING HIS FINGERS!]







[image: 6 The Cure for Polka Pox]




[image: OKAY, LET’S SEE . . . THE TRUCK? FIRST, SWALLOW THIS TRUCK. IT WILL DRIVE AWAY THE ILLNESS. OVER THE LIPS, PAST THE GUMS. LOOK OUT, STOMACH, HERE IT COMES.]




[image: NOW REPEAT AFTER ME TO LOOSEN THE POLKA DOTS: POLKA POX, SNEEZY SPOTS, I DON’T HAVE TIME FOR DOG’S DOTS! OOH, THAT’S GOOD, HAT! POLKA POX, SNEEZY SPOTS, I DON’T HAVE TIME FOR DOG’S DOTS! LASTLY, BUT NOT LEASTLY, PLEASE PERFORM THREE ALLIGATOR ROLLS.]




[image: LOOK OUT! INCOMING DOTS! IT’S WORKING!]




[image: HOT DOG! I’M SPOTLESS! . . . AND HUNGRY! GULP!]




[image: ACTUALLY, A HOT DOG SOUNDS PRETTY GOOD! REMEMBER, YOU PROMISED NOT TO EAT US! NEVER TRUST A HUNGRY ALLIGATOR. YOU’RE SAFE NOW, POLKA PALS.]




[image: YOU DIDN’T THINK I’D FORGET ABOUT YOU?! D-D-D-DOG! JUST A SECOND, HAT. HERE’S THE LAST ONE. WE HAVE TO LEAVE! HUH? NOW!]




[image: YOU CAN’T LEAVE! I WANT TO HAVE YOU FOR SUPPER. OH, THANK YOU, MR. ALLIGATOR, BUT WE AREN’T HUNGRY, WE’RE LOST. WE NEED TO FIND OUR WAY HOME. NO. I WANT TO HAVE YOU FOR SUPPER . . . I’M GOING TO EAT YOU.]







[image: 7 Around the World and Back Again]




[image: I KNOW THE WAY OUT! FOLLOW ME! A STOWAWAY! YES, I’VE BEEN FOLLOWING YOU SINCE YOU LOST YOUR DOTS AT LADY OLIO’S STORE. WE LOVE LADY OLIO’S! ANYWAY, MY NAME IS ANT, AND I NEVER GET LOST UNDERGROUND. HEY!]




[image: QUICK! THIS WAY. GET BACK HERE!]




[image: FOLLOW MY VOICE. WE’RE GOING UP THIS LADDER. I’M STARVING! ALLIGATOR! I JUST REMEMBERED, ANT’S BOAT HAS A REALLY GOOD COUPON FOR AMICI’S PIZZERIA! OH! DO THEY DELIVER?]




[image: UH-OH, THIS GRATE IS SEALED SHUT! . . . AND THAT’S HOW I LEFT THE FARM AND FOUND YOU GUYS. MY ONLY HOME IS THE OPEN ROAD . . . I CAN’T WAIT TO BE HOME. DO YOU HEAR SOMETHING? IT SOUNDS LIKE A MISCHIEF IS HEADED OUR WAY! YOU CAN STAY AT OUR PLACE TONIGHT. BUONGIORNO! I’D LIKE TO ORDER A PIZZA . . .]




[image: THEY’RE GNAWING THE GRATE! THE RATS CHEWED AND SQUEAKED . . . AND SQUEAKED AND CHOMPED . . . THEY’RE HELPING US, DOG! OF COURSE THEY ARE, HAT . . . UNTIL THEY COULD SEE THE SUNNY SKY. THEY’RE OUR FRIENDS.]




[image: ANT HAD BROUGHT DOG AND HAT RIGHT TO THEIR FRONT DOOR. SOMETIMES THE GREATEST ADVENTURE IS RIGHT UNDER YOUR TOES. OUR APARTMENT! NICE SHORTCUT, ANT.]




[image: WE WOULD HAVE BEEN LOST WITHOUT YOU. FRIENDSHIP BRACELET! WE WERE LUCKY TO HAVE YOU STOW AWAY ON OUR ADVENTURE, ANT. HEY, LOOK! THE FINAL TREASURE IN MY BAG. NOW WE CAN REATTACH YOUR POLKA DOTS. TAPE!]




[image: BACK HOME AT 234 ARPEGGIO, APARTMENT #6. LOOK, DOTS, OUR COZY HOME! WOW! AND MY COZY SLIPPERS. AND HOT COCOA! THIS IS NICE. I WISH I HAD A HOME.]




[image: LET’S DO THIS. I PROMISE IT WON’T HURT A BIT. FIRST DOT. CHECK IT OUT! ANT, THAT’S AN ORANGE! HA HA! LET’S TRY AGAIN.]




[image: A LITTLE BIT LATER . . . THERE, GOOD AS NEW! NICE! IS IT POSSIBLE IT LOOKS EVEN BETTER NOW?! I GUESS THAT MEANS OUR QUEST IS COMPLETE. OH MY STARS! MAGIC!!]




[image: AND SO THE SUN GOES DOWN ON ANOTHER ADVENTURE. TIME FOR BED, YOU TERRIFIC DOTS. WHAT HAVE WE GOT HERE? . . . HOLD THE PHONE, IT LOOKS LIKE HAT IS HAVING ANOTHER IDEA!]




[image: ANT, WE KNOW YOU ARE AN ADVENTURE-HUNGRY NOMAD, BUT WE COULD USE A ROOMMATE. YES! YES, PLEASE! I’M GONNA LIVE WITH MY FRIENDS. IN THIS GROOVY APARTMENT! GOODNIGHT, FRIENDS! WHEN YOU WAKE UP IN THE MORNING, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO KNOW WHERE THE DAY WILL TAKE YOU.]




[image: image]




[image: Hey Friend, Did you know a group of frogs is called an army? How many frogs can you find in this book? Sewer Cat leaves her mark everywhere shegoes. Can you spot everywhere she’s been? Lastly, but not leastly, Grandpa’s misplaced his teeth. Will you help me look for them? Thanks! Darin]
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